Soil Vocabulary

Mix and match the following terms with the correct definition

TERM                                                                              DEFINITION
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Soil Profiles

Drag and drop the terms below into the appropriate horizon on the soil profile

Humus layer





Subsoil





Topsoil





Leaf litter





Illuviation





Eluviation





Topsoil





Iron Pan





Parent Material





Capillary rise





Leaching





Illuviation





Eluviation





Biota





Humus





Parent Material





Horizon





Soil Profile





Subsoil





Weathered bedrock not yet formed into soil





Leaching of minerals from the topsoil to the subsoil





Where evaporation exceeds precipitation, drawing water with salts up through the soil





The distinct layers found within a soil profile





Decomposed dead organic matter which adds nutrients to soil





The most recently deposited layer of soil





Where precipitation is greater than evaporation, moving water with minerals down through the soil





Creatures that live in a soil, helping break down and recycle dead plant material





Minerals removed from the topsoil collect in the B Horizon





The horizon of a soil profile where leached minerals will collect





A vertical section taken through a soil








