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REASONS

For Reducing the

Pyrates at Madagafcar:

AND
PROPOSALS humbly offered to the

Honourable Houfe of Commons, for ef-
fecting the fame.

That certain Pyrates having fome Vears fince found
the Ifland of Madagafcar to be the moft Proper, if not
the only Place i the World for thewr Abode, and
cartying on thewr Deftructive Trade with Security,
hetook themfelves thither; and being fince mcreafed to
a forridable Body are becormng a manifeft
Obftruction to Trade, and Scandal to our Mation and
Eeligion, heing moft of them Enghfh, at leaft four
Fifths.

That Madagafcaris one of the Largeft [flands in the
Wortld, and wery Fruitful, lies near the Entrance into
the Eaft-Indies, and 1z dended into a great many petty
Kingdoms independant of each other, fo that there 13
no making Application to any Supreatn Monarch



( or indeed any elfe ) to Expel or Deftroy the Pyrates
there. That upon a general Peace, when Multtudes of
Soldiers and Seamen wall want Employment; or by
length of Time, and the Pyrates generating with the
Women of the Country, therr Mumbers thould bhe
increafed, they may form themfelves mto a Settlement
of Eobbet, as Prejudicial to Trade as any on the Coaft
of &ffrica

For it's natural to confider, That all Perfons owe by
Inftinct a Love to the Place of thewr Birth: Therefore
the prefent Pyrates muft defire to return to ther
Mative Country, and if thiz prefent Generation fhould
he once Extinct, thewr Children will have the fame
Inchnation to Madagafcar as thefe have to England,
atd will not have any fuch Affection for England,
altho' they will retain the Name of English; and
confequently all thofe fucceeding Depredations
cotatatted by them will be charged to the Account of
England. Notwithftanding they were, not born with us,
fo that this feems the only Time for Reducing therm to
thewr Ohedience, and preventing all thofe el
Confequences.

It muft therefore be allow!'d to be a very defirable and
neceffary Thing, that they fhould be fuppreffed in
Tine; and that if it ever he effected, it muft be etther
by Force or by Perfwafion. Corrons proposal, 1704



The loot from captured ships was shared almost
equally. The captain usually got a double share for
physically leading the attack and sometimes a one
and a half or one and a quarter share went to the
quattertnaster, gunner or ship's carpenter. Fized
arnounts were also patd for myunes suffered in battle.
The real autocratic and merciless sea captains were
to be found on the merchant ships and men-of-war
of the time. Conditions for ordinary seamen were
both harsh and dangerous - and the pay was poor.
Purnishinents avalable to the ships' officers mcluded
manachng, flogoing and keel-hauling - a punishment
which involved the wictin being pulled, by means of a
rope, under the hull of the ship from one side to the
other. Keel-hauling was a putushment which often
proved fatal,

The pirates' lack of this type of oppressive leadership
atd harsh punishment 1z often given as the reason for
thew downfall This 15 a strange assertion as few
pirates ever met thetr downfall On the West Indies
routes the chance of capture was less than onein a
hundred - on the East Indies route 1t was wirtually
non-exstent. The only source for the complete story
of Mizson and his crew 18 & General History of the
Fobberes and Murders of the Most Notorious
Pirates * by Captain



Chatles Johnison The Misson story appears in the
enlarged second edition published i 1726,
Unfortunately this 15 the only source of mformation
about Misson. There exsts other documentary
evidence for the exploits of the other pirates m the
General History but none for Misson.

Because of this lack of corroborating ewdence sotme
writers have distnissed the account as fable - others
suspect that 'Charles Johnson' was a pseudonym of
Draniel Defoe. Howewver, we need to ask why, i
such a comprehensive and authortative catalogue as
the General History, Johnson should have chosen to
include qust one fictitious character. It should also be
remembered that Johnson was wiiting very recent
history and 1 some cases about Ivng people whoze
explotts, or reported explots, would have been known
to hus readers.

There are a few passing references to Misson,
patticulatly in relation to ks fendship wath the North
American pirate, Captain Tew, but these all postdate
Johtizon's General History. Johnson may even have
used the real or tnaginary Misson as a wehicle for hus
owh radical wews. 4 speech denouncing those who
profit from slavery would certainly have been safer
repotted from the hips of a pirate than written in the
first person particulatly at a tume when the Eoyal



Farnily had a large financial interest in the slave trade.
Johnszon himself clamed that the bulk of the Mizsson
story came from a mamscript written by Misson
himself and passzed to Johnszon by a French contact -
but one could still say that, were that true, Johnson
would not have heen the first, nor the last, lustonan to
he taken in by a fake document.

But reading the General History, Johnson appears to
he no fool Another pirate of popular legend at the
tine was Avery, who was reputed to have ruled as
lang an island paradise complete with boundless
treasure and dusly maidens i attendance. Johnson
tracked hum down and found hirm to be a vain and
penniless drunkard.

In tmuch the same way as that other folk hero, Robin
Hood, Misson has been credited with, in addition to tus
owt exploits, the exploits of others and incidents both
exaggerated and imagmed. As with Fobin Hood there
1z more than a trace of wishful thinlang in the story of
Misson. But the wish was there and if nothing else the
story of Misson stands as a tnibute, over 250 years'
old, to the concept of a society run on a system of co
-operation and routual aid, which cared for its old and
dizabled, was merciful to itz malefactors, ran itz own
affairs and needed netther money nor policemen.



Miszon
Iizsson - a notn de guerre, his real name 15 not
revealed - was born in Provence of a large and long
established farly. He was educated m humarities,
logic and mathematics and sent for a year to the
Academy at Angers. Upon hiz return, the 16-year old
Iizzon was to be sent to join the Musketeers, But
the voung Misson was an awid reader of travellers’
tales and wanted to travel hinself & relatve, a
IMonsieur Fourhin, was m cormenand of a French
watship, the Victowre. Misson was signed onas a
volunteer and dispatched to Marsetles to jom hus ship.
The Victoire set sal altmost at once to cruse the
Mediterranean and Misson set about his work with
enthusiasm. In his free time he paid the bo'sun and
ship's carpenter to teach hin the skills of shup
construction and maintenance.
When the Victowre docked at Naples, Miszon
obtained leave to wisit Rome -a particular desire of
his. He was outraged at the decadence of the Papal
Court and came to the conclusion that "all religion
was no motre than a curb upon the runds of the
weaker "
He confessed his doubts to a young Dominican priest
who surprized Misson by admitting to the same
opitiot. In strong tertns the priest denounced the



self-interest and corruption of the clergy and added,
"For my part, [ am quite tired of the farce, and will
lay hold of the first opportunity to throw off this
masguerading habat". Miszson supplied this opportunity
atid bought the priest a suit of clothes and took him as
a volunteetr on board the Victowwre, The priest was
Signor Caracciolt and the two were to become
hifelong comparions.

They rejoined the ship at Leghorn and two days out
of port they were attacked by two Sallee prrates. The
WVictoire sank one pirate and boarded the other,
Mizsson and Caraccioll were part of the first wawve of
attack - Caraccioli needing surgery after bemng shot in
the thigh.

The Victowe returned, to Marseilles and after a
month was sent to Rochelle to escort merchant ships
to the West Indies. The merchant ships were far
from ready and Misson and Caraccioli signed on for
a shott cruise in the English Channel aboard the
privateer Triumph. Preying upon English
merchantmen they finally towed back a prize which
they sold i Brest.

The two returned to the Victowe and one tonth later
set sail for Martitngque and Guadalupe. The long
voyage gave much tine for discussion. Hawing
dispatched the Chrstian church, Caracciol turned tus



attention to the absurdities of the Jewnsh and Moslem
religions. The other crew members started to join in
the discussions and soon Caracciolt had a number of
proselytes who saw him as a new prophet who had
rizen to reform the abuses of rebigion. But Caraccioh
was just wartng up. When he had expenenced the
effects of his religious arguments, he fell upon
governtmnent, and showed them that every man was
horn free, and had as much right to what would
support hirm as to the air he respired. . that

the wast difference between man and man the one
wallowing in lusry, the other in the most pinching
necessity, was owing only to avarice and ambition on
the one hand and a pusillantmous subjection on the
other. " He denounced the death penalty for any
crime and renounced the right to lall except "in
defence of our material right, which iz such a share
of earth as 15 necessary for our support”. Caraccioh
spoke to Misson of "sethng up for themselves" - an
idea which appealed to many of the crew.

On a cruse out of Martimgue the Victowre met with a
40-gun English mat-o' -wat, the Winchelsea. The
ships engaged and the first broadside from the
English ship killed the captam, second captain and the



three leutenants on board the Victowe, This left only
the master who was for surrendening, but Misson and
Caraccioli rallied the crew and fought on for three
hours.

By some accident the Winchelzsea suddenly hlew up
and sank. The French put down boats but found only
one survivor, a Lieutenant Franldin who died two
days later. The crew of the Victowe suddenly found
themnselves i control of thewr own ship. They hardly
needed Caraccioh to evoke the heginmings of
IMohamet and Oarius to see the potential of the
situation i which they found themselves.

Iizszon antiounced his resolve to lead a hfe of kberty
and the crew called upon him to be thew captan. He
accepted thew offer on condition that all those averse
to following hiz fortune would he put ashore near to
crvilization. Mo one took up hus offer.

They then elected a ship's councd-Caracciol as
lieutenant, the schoolmaster as second leutenant and
Jean Besace as third. Matthieu le Tondu and the
gunner they elected as their representatives in
council The new council met at once in the great
cahinn - to decide which course to steer. They agreed
that the Spanish coast was likely to be the most
profitable choice.



Iatthien le Tondu asked what colours they would fly
and suggested a black flag as the most ternfring; but
Caracciol objected. They were not pirates he
insisted, but wiglant ouardians of the peoples' nghts
and liberties. He adwized a white flag with 'Liberts’
patnted on the fly.

The canvas bulkkhead of the great cabin had heen
rolled up for the crew to hear thewr council 1 session
and at thiz point the assembled crew tool< up the cry
"Liberty!",

The property of the dead officers was brought up on
declk. Those i need of clothes were given new ones
and the money was placed i a common chest which
was securely padlocked - each member of the
counci hawng a key, Mlisson brought out the plate
from the great cabin and put it i the common coffer,
but the crew requested that he should keep it out for
his own use.

He addressed the ship's company and called for the
tule of brotherly love, "the batshment of all private
piues and grudges. That in throwing off the voke of
tyrantiy... he hoped none would follow the example
of the tyrants, and turn hus back on justice; for when
equity was trodden underfoot, fisery, confusion and
rutual distrust naturally followeed".



Mizsson warned the crew that they would find few
friends i the world. The majonty of mankand hved n
slavery "hy which their spirits were broke" making
them incapahle of generous thought. Such men
"dance to the music of thewr chans and would brand
this generous crew with the mvidious name of pirates,
atid thinls 1t mentorious to be instrumental i ther
destriction”.

The crew of the Victoire numbered 200 able hands
atd 35 sick or wounded, Off 3t Christopher's they
took an English sloop, reliewved her of two puncheons
of rumn and stz hogsheads of sugar, and sent her on
het way. The master of the sloop, Thotnas Butler,
"owned he never met with so candid an enermny”.
After some munor adventures - mnchiding an attempt
by a privateer to take the Victowre - the crew took a
Dutch prize. With Misson and Caraccioh
masquerading as Fourbin and his first heutenant they
sold thewr prize and put ashore thei prisoners at
Carthegena. Don Juan de la Zerda, the Governor,
was so taken in by Misson and Caracciol that, thewr
husiness concluded, he asked if they would do hum a
small favour. He wanted them to meet with and
escott the 5t Joseph, a galleon of 70 guns then lying



it Porto Bello. The Governor was concerned for her
cargo of 800,000 pieces of eight and a substantial
armmount of gold bulhon,

The Victowre left to 'escort’ the 5t Joseph but found
that she had left two days earhier. The hull of the
Wictoire had grown foul; she was slowing down and
hecorming hard to steer. The warm waters of the
Carthhean encourage the growth of weeds on the
hottom of ships, and the sea 15 also mfested with
Teredo, a shellfish which attaches-itself ta the hull
atid eats the wood away. Ships had to be careened
three to st tines a year. This wvolved dry-doclang
the ship, scraping the hull and replacing rotted
tirnbers. The hest ships had thewr hull sheathed with
lead or coppert, but the prates had to make do wath a
sealing coat of a tar, tallow and sulphur misthare.

Mot having dry-dock faciities the pirates careened
theitr ships by beaching themn and, by use of tackle
attached to nearby trees, pulling themn first on to one
side and then the other. Sometines they could only
manage a pattial careentng while on the run.

There was little chance of the Victoire owvertalang the
St Joseph so they pulled into a landlocked bay and, by
moving the guns to one side of the ship and then to
the other they scraped and tallowed as far down as
they - could; but they could not propetly careen her



keel

With the ship righted again the shup's counci split on
which course to steer. Misson and Caraccioll were
for tnowing to the African coast, while the others
were for going to Mew England declanng that the
Wictoire had a rotten keel and was unfit for a
transzatlantic voyage.

They called a general meeting of the entire ship's
compaty and the wote was for Africa After an
uneventful crossing they arnved off the Gold Coast
atd fell upon the Miewwstadt, a Dutch slaver. After a
running battle lasting two and a half hours they took
the Dutchtnan. The Miewwstadt had just started
trading and had only 17 slaves aboard. Misson
ordered the slaves to be clothed out of the Dutch
matiners' sea chests and told the crew "that no man
had power over the liberty of another, and while
sotne who professed a more enlightened knowledge
of the Detty sold men like beasts, they proved that
their religion was no more than a grimace”. For his
part "he had not exempted his neck from the galling
voke of slavery and asserted hus own liherty, to
enislave others".

The slaves were taken one to each mess by the
French so that they might sooner learn their language
atid the day-to-day work of the ship.



After the Atlantic crossing the Victoire was i a bad
state: "Thewr ship growing very foul and going heawily
through the water, they ran mto the river of Lagos,
where they howve her down, talong out such planks as
had suffered most by the wortns, and substituting
new i1 their room". Then they careened the prize and
headed south.

Misson at one point had to assemble the entire crew
for a lecture on swearing and drinkenness. The
Dutch prisoners were passing had hakats onto the
French crew and the effect on morale was becoming
obwious. Off the coast of Angola they took another
Dutchnan loaded wath cloth. This gawe work to the
Wictowre's tatlors "for the whole crew hegan to be out
at elhows".

By now Misson had 20 prisoners which he put on the
Mieuwstadt with enough supplies to reach a Dutch
settletnent along the coast. Eleven of the Dutchimen
chose to stay with Misson.

Just north of Table Bay the Victowe was engaged by
att English man-o'-war of the same size (40 guns).
Iisson's crew hoarded and took her. Neatly all the
English seamen, but not the officers, came over to
Mizson. Caracciolt was put in charge of the new
prize, renamed the Byous and the crew elected their
officers.



Eoth ships then made for the 1sland of Johanna, north
of Madagascar. The island was a cormon stopping
place for shups on the Indian routes because of s
ammple supplies of fresh water, friendly natves and
abundance of antiscorbutic fruits.

The pirates became frendly with the 1slanders and
assisted in the defence of the island against an
irvasion atternpt by nearby Mohilian Islanders.
Dunng their extended stay many of the pirates,
inchuding Misson and Caracciol, took Johannan
WIVES.

Using Johanna as a base they cruised the area
looking for a prize. They found a Portuguese ship
over half as hig again as the Victowe - and fought a
longand bloody engagement before she was taken.
On hoard she had a gquarter of a million pounds worth
of gold dust, but the human price was high with 30
dead and 27 wounded - including Caracciol who had
to hawve his nght leg amputated.

Libertatia

While caracciol recovered from his wounds on
Johanna Llisson tools the Victowre on a crhuse. "He
stretched over to Madagascar and coasted along this
island to the northward, as far as the most northerly



point, when turtung back he encountered a bay to the
notthward of Diego Suares. He ran 10 leagues up
this bay, and on the larhoard side found it afforded a
large and safe harbour with plenty of fresh water. He
came here to an anchor, went ashore and exarmmed
the nature of the soil which he found nch the air
wholesome and the country level He told hus men
that thiz was an excellent place for an asylum, and
that he deterrruned here to fortify and raise a small
towy, and make docks for shapping, that they might
have some place to call thew own, and a receptacle
when age or wounds had rendered them mcapable of
hardship, where they might enyoy the fruts of thew
labour, and go to their graves in peace". Back once
more on Johatna, Misson put his plan to the two
ships' crews and won thetr agreement. In return for a
profrise to come to Johanna's aid should it he
attacked, the Cueen of the 1sland offered 300 men to
help i the bulding of the new settlement. The only
condition was that the men must be returned to
Johanna after four months.

The pirates called their new home Libertatia and
renouncing the titles of English, French, Dutch or
African they called themselves Liben. Therr first
work of construction was to raize two forts, one on
each side of the harbour. These they equipped with



40 guns taken from the Portuguese prize. Then they
set about bulding houses and storerooms.

& group travelled up country making fhends and
exchanging gifts with the local natves. With the work
well i hand Mizson took the Victowre to the coast of
Zanzhar and fell upon another Portuguese carrying
gold. The Victoire was outgunned and outmanned
and, feeling he had bitten off more than he could
chew, Misson made off Howewver the Portuguese
gave chase and attacked the Victowre. The minning
battle lasted four hours but the crew of the Victoire
finally succeeded i boarding and taking thew prize.
They locked the Portuguese seamen between decks
atid, with a skeleton crew on board, the prize
followed the WVictowre back to Libertatia

Within sight of Madagascar they camme upon a sloop
which stood for them and flew a black flag wath a
white etmmblem depicting an arm brandishing a
scitrutar. It was the pirate Thotnas Tew. After some
discussion Tew and his men decided to accompany
the"Victowe to Libertatia.

Such a colony was no new idea to these pirates. Tew
had lost his quartermaster and 23 crewmen who had
left to form a cottmumty of thetr own further up the

Madagascar coast
Vhen the flotdla arnived at Libertatia Tew fired off a



nine gun salute and the first fort answered with an
equal mumber. Their arrlval presented Libertatia wath
a new problem. They now had 190 Portuguese
prisoners and only a population of 200 in their own
cotntnutity, excluding the Johanna Islanders. Ahout
70 of the Portuguese came over to the Libertatians
after a speech made by Caracciol (whotn Johtzon
describes as "hawving the art of persuasion"). The rest
of the prizoners were set to work on a new dock
about half a mile ahove the mouth of the harbour,
They were kept i that area and Libertatia was made
out of hounds to themn m case they discovered their
own strength and rebelled. The Byoux lay as a
guardship between the two comtnunities.

IMeanwhile the pirates hecamne fanmers sowing maize
and wheat and other seeds found on board thewr
prizes. The fields were held m common and "no
hedge bounded any particular man's property”.

It waz titne to return the Johannan men home but this
presented another probletn. To send a ship out
undermanned was to risk losing it To deplete the
mumber of Libertatians by fully manning a ship was to
rizk the prizoners talong over the town. Misson
proposed grving the last prize to the Portuguese
prisoners and setting them free. Tew and Caracciol
opposed this on the grounds that their base would



soon known to all and attacked i force. A meeting
was called and Misson's proposal was agreed to - the
only alternative being the wholesale slaughter of the
PrSOners.

Misson addressed the prisoners and told them that he
knew the consequences of gring them hiberty and
that he expected to be attacked as soon as the place
of hus retreat was lmown, However, he said he "did
not make war with the oppressed but with the
oppressors". He enquired into the circumstances of
each of the prisoners and made good where ever it
was possible. In return he required an oath from each
that he should never serve agammst Libertatia,

The ship, with its guns removed, was provisioned for
a voyage to the coast of Zanzbar. Shortly afterwards
the town was wsited by about 50 local tribesmen
wishing to trade cattle and slawves. Deals were made
and the slaves, being handed over, "were inmediately
clothed and put under the care of as many whites,
who, by all possible demonstrations, endeavoured to
malke themn understand that they were enermies to
slavery".

It took the Byoux three round trips to return the
Johatma men home. Thosze of Misson's company who
had previously decided to settle on Johanna came
hack on Byouzx, along with their wives and children.



UTpon their return Mizson and Caraccioh pressed on
with the worls on the docks while Tew crused the
BEyoux on the Guinea Coast.

Just north of the Cape of Good Hope, Tew's crew
took a Dutch East Indies galley and found on hoard a
large gquantity of English crown pieces. There were
"taken for the common treasury, money hemg of no
use where everything was i corumon”. Off the coast
of Angola they took an English slaver wath 240 men,
wotnen and children below decks. The Byoux's
African crewmer, who had also heen taken on that
coast, discovered many relatives and friends on hoard
the slaver. Grnng Tew assurance of good conduct
the African crewnen struck off the fetters and
handcuffs of the slaves and regaled thetn with the
glories of thewr new Life.

Upon thei return to Libertatia and the oompletion of
the new dock they hegan the construction of two
sloops to he named the Childhood and Liberty.

They were to be of &0 tons and armed with eight
gunis each. Thetr object was to embark upon an
expedition to chart the "coasts, sands and shoals and
depths of the Island of Madagascar" as as to prowide
traintng ships for the released slaves.

Attempts to teach the Africans functional French
eventually produced a useful kund of Esperanto as the



Africans started to use a language made up of their
own words, French, English, Dutch, Portuguese and
words picked up from the st native Madagascar
fatnihes who had now moved mto the community.

The two sloops, with elected officers and equally
trzed black and white crews, took off on thewr survey
of the 1sland. The survey took four months to complete
and the schooltmaster produced detalled charts of the
coast.

With many of the Afnican ex-slaves now famithar with
the hasics of seamanship, Misson and Tew, with two
ships, went ctuising on the Arabian coast. Here they
soof met a ship of the Great Mogul, an enortnous
vessel with 110 guns and 1500 sadors and pilgrims on
hoard. She was bound for Jeddah wath pilgrims for
Mecca. Despite her size she put up a poor defence,
the satlors hemg hampered by the wolume of humanity
and baggage on board. The two pirates drew alongside
and made to board her. The defenders fired one round
of stnall arms fire and fled below.,

It was decided to keep the ship and sail 1t back to
Lihertatia. The guns would be useful and it could be
more carefully searched for treasure that the Indians
often hud i the deck cetings and ballast The
passengers and crew were to be put ashore between
Ain and Aden, within wallang distance of crwlisation.



An meident which occurred duning the landing of the
passengers marks, i retrospection, the beginming of
Mizson's loss of mnfluence i Libertatia's dewvelopment
as a libertarian community. The pirate crew brought
hack with ther 100 gl passengers hetween the ages
of 12 and 18 vears. They mtended talang them hack
to Libertatia as "wives' for the unmarned men.
Iizson strongly objected to this and called a meeting
of the ships' companies. He found imzelfin a
mitiority of one.

The Indian ship proved a heavy salor and was neatly
lost i a storm on the way to Madagascar. Once i
Lihertatia this hunbering monster of a ship was
broken up carefully keeping all her "cordage and
knee tiumber, bolts, eves, chains and other won work",
The 110 guns were mounted i two batteries at either
side of the harbour mouth,

By this time the colomsts had a good parcel of land
under cultivation as well as a herd of some 300 cattle
hought from the local traders. The dock was also
finished and its first shup was the Victore, She was
getting old and lealoy and unfit for a long woyage. She
was pulled to pieces and rebuilt keeping the sarne
natne. When the rebuilt Victowre was about to leave
to cruise the Cnea roast, one of the sloops, with a
highly agitated crew of Affican tratnee seatmen,



entered the bay. She bad been on a tramng cnnse
when she came across five tall ships on a direct
course for Libertatia. They were Portuguese by therw
butld, with 50 guns apiece and brimtming over with
artned met.

The mevitable attack was upon them and the whole
coloty stood to battle stations. The five ships made
directly for the harhour and ran up their Portuguese
colours. The two forts were not as effective as had
heen hoped. Ther cannon fire managed to produce a
heawy list in one of the ships but the remaiming four
salled on unscathed. Once nside the harbour, they
thought their task was neatly done and they prepared
to lower bioats full of armed men. At this point they
met a 'salute' from the two forts, the shore batteries
and the two sloops as well as broadsides from the
Victowre and Byoux. This cannonade sent two of the
Portuguese ships straight to the bottom. Luclaly for the
Portuguese they had contrived to enter just before the
turn of the tide and "made more haste out than they
did to get "

The Byouzx and the Victowre gave chase. The listing
ship dragged belund and once she was overtaken by
the Byoux and the Victowe her two compations left
het to her fate. The crew put up a fierce defence but
eventually called for quarter, which was duly granted.



Unhappily, amongst the Portuguese prisoners taken
were two men who had prewiously been released by
Iisson on oath that they would never serve against
hitn. The two were given a public trial for "perury
arid ingratitude”. Mizsson and Caraccioh called for
corporal punishment but Tew held out strongly for a
public hanging, Tew held that for such a crime an
exetnplary punishment was necessary.

Eventually he won over Caracciol then addressed
the aszsembled Libertatians. He acknowledged
Misson's tenderness towards malefactors but
nevertheless felt that "no nile could be laid down
which did not allow exceptions”. By the end of his
speech the crowd roared that "hanging was too good
for themn". They were hung from the two points of
the forts.

With the dream starting to fall apart in his hands,
Iiszon found himself challenged to personal combat
with Tew to settle a quarrel between thewr respective
ctews. Caraccioli stopped this foolishness and
suggested that, to avoid it happening again in the
future, they should set up a formal government which
would enact "wholesome laws".

The next day the entire community was assembled to
be addressed on the subject of an organised
government. Johtizon descnbes Caracciol as hawng



a "persuastve and msiuating way of argument”.
They agreed to the election of a Lord Conservator
atid government and also to the shanng out equally of
the common treasure and the cormon cattle herd.
Land could now be enclosed and deemed the prvate
property of he that enclosed it

& wooden Session House was built and the first
session lasted 10 days and passed many laws.
MWisson was appointed Lord Conservator with the title
of Supreme Excellence. Tew was appointed A dmiral
of the Fleet, Caracciol Secretary of State. The
treasure and cattle were dimded and the land
eticlosed. Those who enclosed more land than they
could worls themselves were now able, and entitled
by law, to hure the assistance of other Libertatians.
Within a tonth of the Portuguese attack Libertatia
had mstituted capital punshment, money, private
property and wage labour,

The colony was still in need of new recruts to
maintain an agricultural land base as well as run a
wahle fleet The commmumty founded up the coast by
Tew's quartermaster and some 20 of his crew was,
still functioning and Tew resolved to wsit them and
ivite thetn to join the colony of Libertatia,

However, the council was against this blanket
invitation and, forgetting its own origins in its new-



found respectability, declared that those who
followed the old quartermaster were "of mutinous
ternper, and might infect others with a spint of
dizorder". Tew was mstructed to accept only those
who made a serious application to join Libertatia and
for whotn Tew could give his personal "parole of
honour for their quiet behawviour".

Tew left in the Victoire and later came to anchor off
the settlement of hus ex-crew members. He an ensign
and fired a salute but got no response. He landed m a
stnall hoat and was met by two men who conducted
hitn to thew settlernent i the woods, Tew wited
thetn to rejoin hitn in Libertatia and outhned the
advantages it would bring. The quartermaster agreed
that 1t would certainly bring advantages to Libertatia
But he could see little advantage to hinself and his
compations when here they "emoyed all the
necessaries of ife, were free and mdependent of all
the world" and added "it would be madness again to
subject ourselves to any government which, howewer
tmild, still exerted some power".

The only government this settlement had was a
Governor who held office for three months and was
chosen by lot. The power of the Gowvernor "extended
nio further than to the judging of matters of small
difference which right arise".



The lottery was open to every metnber of the
settlemnent who had not held office before "by which
agreetment everyone would be raised m tine to the
supreme cotmand”. The settlers found that lot was
preferable to election as it "prevented all canvassing
atid makang interest for votes. .. left no operngs for
making divisions and parties, and was a means to
continue that repose inseparable from a unity among
themselves".

But the settlers were fully aware of their position i
relation to the outside world. Mot being an 'official’
colony they were unable to engage i legtimate
trading because of the laws relating to ading pirates.
Furthermore, as pirates, they could be attacked with
tnpunity by any passing warship or adventurer. To
this end the quartermaster said that they were open
to representations from Englishmen i America or
Europe to fixx a colony here and "wipe away the
odious appellation of pirates". But while they were
open to representations they were not hopeful. The
quartermaster added, "But 'tis ridiculous to think we
will hecome subjects to greater rogues than
ourselves". Tew went back to the Victoire and
returned the next day with rom and brandy, Whaile
Tew atd the settlers shared a bowl of punch a
sudden stormn arose. Tew signalled from ashore that



he wished to be talen back on hoard, but the sea was
runting too high for a boat to be put down. The storm
mcreased and Tew and the settlers watched from the
shore as the Victowe tned to nde it out. & fter two
hours of struggling she "parted her cables, was drove
ashore whete it was steep to, and perished with all
her men".

Tew had no choice but to accept tus old comrades'
hosptalty. &fter three months they saw a large shap
which Tew helieved was the Byous, but she 1gnored
their signal fires. A month later, coming eatly to the
beach, Tew found two sloops at anchor a short
distance from the shore. They were the Childhood
atd Liberty. Mizson put down a boat and came
ashore. Tew's oy soon dizsappeared when he heard
Misson's news. In the dead of night, wathout the least
provocation, two large groups of natives had attacked
Libertatia. With the Victowre and Byous out cruising,
the number of colonists was greatly reduced.
Caracciol and what men he could assemble tried to
make a stand hut they were cut to pieces. The
natrves then went through the town slaughtering men,
women and children alilke. The 46 survivors grabbed
what loot they could and piled aboard the two sloops.
Tew suggested that they go to Amenca where



Iizzon was unknown and could bve in peace and
cotnfort. The quartermaster added that, while in
America he could try to procure a cotmtrission to
settle a colony. But Misson was disillusioned after the
failure of Libertatia and resolved to return to Europe,
secretly wsit his farily and retire from the world,
The salvaged treasure and the surnvors were dinded
hetween the two sloops; the majorty going with Tew.
They watted a week i the hope that the Byousx
would return. They then set said for the Guinea coast
hoping to meet her there. En route the two ships
were overtaken by a stonm and Tew and his crew
watched, unahle to help, as Misson's sloop went
down, There were 0o surwivors,

Tew put i to a trading post run by an ex-pirate,
Adam Baldndge, on the 1sland of 5t Mary's, just off
the Madagascar coast. Protected by Baldndge's fort
he careened the sloop (which Baldndge hsted as the
Aty - Tew's onginal sloop) and fitted her for an
Atlantic crossing. According to Baldridge's journal he
left 5t Mary's in December 1693 He arnwved at
Ehode Island m Apnl 1694,

Tew lved quietly at home for many years, hut was
constantly pestered by his former crewmen to make
st one more trip. Eventually he gave i and bought a



stnall sloop. Attacking a ship of the Great Mogul in the
Eed Sea he was disembowelled by a cannonball and
died soon afterwards.




