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"ThLo victory of the Spanish Wcerkors can Crly riean
tho estebl ishront of a Scviet Spein, This will alter
tho Wnele internaticnal situaticn, turning the $ide a-
gainst fascisr. thrucut the Wcrld. This victery will be :
oxtended t¢ othar ccuntries. It Will give the Workers --u-_«;nv-»j
of France the noeded inpulso tc stash the Pecple's |
Prent straight-jacket, defeat reaction and cverthrow s i
capitalist. It will accelerate the devel cprents in the jf=
Forth Anerican lebcr roverent intc 1eoft channels and
enable the Merxists tc¢ gain points cf advantage a-
gainst the reforrist scciglists and their Trctskyite
fringa, the Stalinists and their L cvestoneite caup-
followers and the reforrist labor and farmer-laber
fakers, It will give reneved onsrgiee tc the prcl eta~
rian fcrees in the Soviet Unicn against Stalinisk and
its degeneraticn in the directicn cf capitalisk, I%
will lay tho material fcundaticns for the establ ish~
rent of the Ccrrunist Fourth Internatiocnal .”

*%%frcr. THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL, Septenber 1936
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For tWo Woeks in August the oyes of tha World shifted £
@8 sixtoon priscners faced a Russian Militory Tribunzl and t
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— than forty-eiznt hours later, met doath at ths hends of a firs
: squade Tho prominence of sons of *ho sicndantsy the,crime W
£ Which they waro charged; tho fact that Leon Troteky Was accuse

compl icity; and ths menncr in Which the *rial Was conducted 2
SSvonud ¢xecuted, arcused the Widest intersst, not omly of th
lubionary Workers, but of broad layors of the Working-class as =2
Whold, and tho "public" gonerslly, - E
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“ To ths Henfﬁt -mingsd, the incident served morsly to confirm ar
| = opinion of long shanding: either that the Russiane ars by natur: a
couspirative, blood-trirsty lot (Which explains Why "2 ravolution
izt tako place in Pussia but nover in the United Statas"; or trat
the reds aroe a loatheoms, unralieble crew Who, When no priests rema
- to be slaughtered and no nuns remain to be viol eted, turn, in sheer
i desperatvicn, to butchering each other,

-
-

To tlhe uncritical reader of the "Daily Worker" and the boss press
, the incident served to prove a thousandt hat the
- © "vauguard of the internationsl count o ;
i filos of the DAILY Wor

e ke ~ " A RNAE AP 1 ; a3 aé
man Thot : csadsr of the Socialist

writing in the

Sels

is no question of the guilt of Kamenev and

T8I %y

Z igv, though he "rsscrves judgment as to the complicity of Trot-
sky", For the Trotskyites, those tired revalutionists Who have crawl -

°d into thLe Boclalist Party, the cmse resclved itsclf into an atteompt
E of £talin to framo-up their "bcloved 1sader,"

A NONSTROUS FRAME-UP

In the face of th: legitimate hostility With Which the advanc
Workors view those Whom they consider guilty of such crimes ageinst
the Working class; in face of the thoatricals Which accompaniaed the
"trial", in face of the 'confascions™ and death of the accumsad; after
T~ matwos consideration and conscicus 0f ow responsibility befors the
€iass; We unhesitatingly denounce the Whole affair as 2 monstrous
Tame-up, Wo have anal ysed the "trial", we know the accusers and ths
ccused, the method end the motive. :

5 | When men are brought to trial, one seeks to learn something of
their past, not becauss the past is in itself decigive, but because
a uan's past is a good neasure of the man,

o=
i) By hisg o¥n testimony and from evidence supplied
o Was a pe agent of the Staliunist bweaucrecy, shot Wit P
VE 3 confagai
Vet & - PAlimA dwv o o 5
L dd were ‘E PR < Jxr\-'f‘i&"i. ks DV D ‘-;.;:.-.L 2 3 1
sherked wp by vhe prosecution for ite fil \ N
ed o in one Way _or =nojher, With such rif e are
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& SL.YIoV---Whe Le sLot- Ky. Al three principsle Wers
SePNeTS oL o Solshovik Party fvom its inception. Theirs ars The
records orf (Old Bolshaeviks, not of allies of B ler, of advocates of
ede8ssfnetion and individual terror, These men served the revalution
and

tn> Polshevik Party for decadss in struggle, prison, sxile and in
¢ Civil War, They were the collaborators of Lenin, co-lsaders with
“m of the proletarian dictatorship and the Comrunist International,
nd When the proletarian dictatorship degenerated under Stalin's re-
gime, they fought for a time to restore it to Lenin'eg path,

= They made mistakes, At times they fought Lenin and his ideas.
W10 did not? Lanin Was often al one at first, until he convinced his =
‘ol lanorators and folloWers, Not thel east of their mistakes Was
v.ooir capitulation to Stalin in 1928, after they had fought him with

oy

Totsky under the banner of the ol d Left Oprosition. Despite our

i arp political gifferences With Zinoviev aid the others, despite =
siolr desertion of the banner of the Left Oppesiticn, We cannot be
©-ind vo the fact that their Whole 1ife arcues against their advocay
©l individual terror and assassination. :

Specifically the defendents Wers charged With the organizatio;,
urder the } eadsrship of Trotsky, of secret terrorist groups, of mei--
toining relaotions With the Gestapo (Jitler's GPU:{. and of plotting

% nof Stal Soviet l1osaders. But whilgs g1l
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THE "CONFESSIONS"

But Wiat of the "confessions"? If the accused did not cormit .
$lo crins, could not have committed the crime, Why did thsy "confess"p

Viat metivated these unfortunate men to make such incredible
spectacles of thowsel ves in the courtroom; Why thev vied with onse an-
O%hor in reviling themsclves, in damning themselves to death Wo shall
nover iearn from them. Thoy ars dead, We can only specul ate.
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It has bean sugzests
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But ons thing is certain., They Werc torrorized into "confos -
ing". Of that there can bs not the slightsst doubt by anyone Who 1as
20% substituted uncritical support of Stalinism for reason, not %o
so.ak of one.of its finest products, Marxiam. Perhaps oven physi_caT:
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- § One fact Wwhich Smerged from tha trial itsel £ 1e

“8° xdéa, Smirncev tried to save something frox the w
] . Ha"deniad tho complieity of Trotsky. That onc incidert Droveées
| $he "confossiong" wore forcod on the confsssors, Smirnov!s 1it-

sRxcaption gives the 1io to tho Whole Stalinist frame-up,

indicates

, Ono othor incident.that ths "confessions" Were spurious. Ons

ifﬂ'he chgrges? raported.gy the pross, claimsd that an objactive of
he plot “"as tne organization of a scparatist movement in tha Ukraine

i1 connsetion with the Gostapo With the aim cof uniting that territory

wit% Gernany. Nothing was said about this by the prosacution and %$he
confossors, bt _

o Buch a coincidonce in things confessed and unconfessed points
$¢ only ons conclusicn: tho "ecnfessim s" Were framod by the prosscue
¥isn, and fcreed cn the cenfessors, i

o

NO EVITENCE ZGAINST TROTSKY

= Tho testiucny against Tretsky censists sclely of these "corw-
Iossicns", Trctsky's Icng recerd in the mevemsnt, his brilliant a-
_cbzevgmants, ail proclude the pcssibility of hia resorting to assag.
sinaticn as & mothed of pelitical struggl o. Beycnd belisf is the

tho charge that ho is & tecol of Eitler, cr ccnspiring with him tc ds-
yacn the Ukraine frem the Scviot Unicn and attach it t¢ Gerrany, Then
28 nc pelitical lcgic_in this charge, 57

Eight years agec Tretsky prodictod that S
1sad the partics ¢f the Cormrunist Intornmderial i«
if suppcrt naticewsl defense in capitalist cocuntrics
oon prcvsed tc the hilt, Trotsky based himeeif con
1cgic ¢f Svelin's pesiticn and on exparience.

cppcrtunist

can be pde cf Trctaky!s 1ins., True it is
line is)tcday. He advances the slcgan of
end dissclves tho grcups of his followors
nal, His fellcWwers betray Marxism, mako
Stal inism and tho Sccialists, But Trotskvh
class, nct prc-capitelist,

"

Nc such anal
that Trctsky's pcl
the weurth Intorns
intc she Soccnd In
principl ed ccncess
1ins is nct anti=
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Bosides

17 5 nc gvidonce against Tretsky, Lot us exanmine
the tostimeny cf

i
stcel-pigecn, Olberg.

1,%Qlberg:’Sedov spcke tc we abcut my trip aftor
Trotsky's appeal against his dsprivaticn cf USSR :
oitizonship. In this appeal, Trectsky develcped the -
idea of the necessity &f kiliing Stalin, The idea Was
exprossed in tne felilcWing Werds: “STALIN MUST BE RE-
MOVED. v (DATLY WORKER, ©/11/36, cur erphasis)

“Stalin rust b3 remeved® oquels "Stalin must be killed".
Ergc, Trctsky is & terrcrist., This is the "prccf". Very sinple, but
much tce siipl.a, '
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gﬁd;although’the atmlinists have adrittod its oxistonce, Theftoxt
~has boon publishod neny $incs, : :

Thors is anotiar and morc impertant pclitical meaning #n this

phr%ééf.' Trho Stel indet Bureaucrzcy is liko thy c1d man of thaj
“With hise 1ogs wound arcund tho % ¢f the prcéletarian dictatdr
1t is dregging $ha dictatcersniro ¥ tcward capitalism, Tc Toqucvs

)
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i 8tal in oans te¢ gat rid ¢f this otursaucracy and rastcrs the dictator-
{ ahip cn the path marked cut 2y Lenine on
, Thors is crlv cno woy t: accompiish this task: revcluticrary 1
agti~n by the Werkars in the westsrn Eurcpean eceuntries which will
E gnccuragsd $ho Russian Werkers and snebl 2 them te build a nev Ccrmun-
B iet Party Which Wwill ropliccs $ho prosent pclicies <& thd bur3saucracy- ‘
end ths burvaucracy=with 2 Leninist pelicy and 1eadership. Trctsky
haz abandoned the propazands for a now Ccnnunist Party in the Scvist

ni-n in the last twc ysars dut that phrass is nend ths 1ass, a rofer

gnco tc those idoass
A1 this i3 the vory concsito ¢f assassipaticn as @ mothed ¢f
pclitical struggle. | : :

R4 "Olbérg furthor tostifiad that tc cbtain a pass—

*'port he ussd jhe §eryices shelyiodsan, o Borlin Trobsky-
: ol GOy R W%s“’g’t t%ﬁé%icfit agen"a ¢f ths Gornan
pOl ica;ﬂ g (‘D'“". 9,‘111/563' 3 .

Precfs Mo nrcofy’ Tho "ocnfossicn® ie tho preet;

rineky: Was tho ccnnscticn botwasen the Gorman
ite and tho Gormen peiico a syston?

x

"Olberg: Y3s, it Was a systor.

"Tyshinsky: HcWw dec you kneWw this Was raintainod
with Iretskyls censont? :

e

"Olbcrg: - Ons ¢f the lincs cf this ccnnoction Was
ny cWn, My ccnnoctim Was crganizod Witk Protaky's
censengy., : : :

"Vyshinsky: Ycur perscnel ccnnactien With wher?

£ : = ; -
3 "Olberg:s With ths Fagcist Secrst pclice" (p.V, 9/11/386}°
-5 .’ ; F
The purpcse ¢f tha focnfogsicn® is clesar. A gtecol--pigecn Whe |
‘ never sav Trctsky "proves® that a “Tritskylte" dnm Berlin is an Agont i
> of thc Gosyepc and shat he, tho wurdarsd ccnfsssor, was the “ecnnec- B |
tica*. Now the pichire is ready for frasing., 1% is surnarized by
$hy presocutor Vyshingkys
s . 4, "Hencc it can bo sald; Ycu, Velentin Qlberg,

poing ccnneched With Trcteky, thrcugh his scn, Sadov,
was semi §e shesUSER.thrcughsBagdov, by the direct ;
cr v TeMy b sy “ith tho ccnaent and as an agons 3
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5, "Olberg: -1 received a letter from her (SlomoWitsz,
a MoscoWw Trotskyite} to the effect that 'our old
friend' insisted that the work for the.degree be com-
pleted by Mar First,

"Y.: !'The work for the degree! - What Was that?
"Of:, That Was the assassination of Stalin,

"V.:' And Who is the 'old friend'?

"O.: The lold friend’ is Troteky." (D.F, 9/11/36)

The prostitute Stclinist press drew appropriate conclusions.
" THE MAD DOGS MUST BE SHOT TO A MAN", shreiks PRAVDA and the DATLY :
WORKER ( 9/9/36), "Trotsky cuzht to shere the dock With Zinoviev | _
and Xamenev. Death and annihilation are too good for him," - 73
PRAVDA, August 19, 1936, '

S5 e

A VICIQOUS AMALGAM
A gober enal ysis cf the triel will shoWs

1. There has been adduced no shred of evidence { other
than the utterly worthl sss "corifessiena”)l inking fthe
accuged With Hitler, . .. : =
2, Thers heos rot been adduced one shired of evidenco (vith
the seme exception) linkipg Trotakg.tc the accused,
3. Thers has not been adduced one shred of avidanca With
the same oxception) linking Trotsky tc Hitler,

If that evidence oxists it con b3 unsarthsd by an investiga-
sion, The World lebor mevement Will net trust an investigation con-
duct2d by ths Stal inists., It Would havo to ba ecnducted by a body
zown from the Wwerking class movement and ite gympathizors in rany
cauntrios, - Its personncl Wculd have tc be carafully salected. No
jount, forces hostile tc tho Soviet Unicn weuld attempt tc usa it
to discredit tho prclstarien dictatcrship, That cannct b3 hilpeds
Ths Stalinists have mads it ncceasary tc run that risk. But the
utnost vigilance cn the pert cf the Marxists Wcul d be ascessary to
prevent the opportunists of 211 shades frem chscuring the truth,

If tre Stalinist burcaucracy had a case, it Weul d Wol coms
such an inferneticnel cormissicn, Whan ths gecial -Revclutionaries
wase chargod With attonpting the asaassinaticn of Lenin in 1932,
+ho 3clshevike did nct aceedo tc the request cf ths Sscend Interna~
ticnal for an internatirnel jury ca the grcund that this impugned )
the indtituticns cf the Scviet Unicn, But they rorritted tho Werld
a11iss cf the SR's tc cere tc Russiz, and cenduct the defense, Afgor -
the Boalsheviks proved their cass, Trctsky led o dclegaticn frem $ho
Russiar Conizunist Party which regquosted the currutaticn of tao
doath eontance. The dal ogaticn argyed that the leaders cf tao
Sceond In¥ernaticnsl hed sc genfused the Ewcpean werkers undor . .
thoir iofluonco that the Soviet Unicn Weul @ gain prestige. in their
syos if tho scntonce Were ccmruted, after the charges had baon
prevad, Tho sentonces Were cenruted,
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But the Stalinist bursaucracy cannct allow ¢vsn an investigating
ccrrissicn. It remlied tc such a roquest by the 1 sadership ¢f the
Sccond Internaticnal and the Intornaticnal Federaticn cf Trade Unions
which, to be sura, are nct ameng tho friasnds cf the prclotarian die-
tatcrchip, that this ccnstitutod an " cutragacus attoupt tc intorfom
with tho crdorly prccess c¢f Scviet justics'. Prcletarian justics
noads bettor advccates than thoe traiters ¢f tho Ssccnd Internaticnal,
and bettor defondors then the traitcrs c¢f the Stalinist bursaucracy,

What tho Stolinists did by tho "confossicns" c¢f Zinoviov and
Roionov Was to Lako en amalgar, Thoy lurped in cne pct the stocl-
pigaon, Olberg; the Stalinists, Zinoviev, Kanonev, Sr.irnov, and cthorg;
and Trotsky.

This is nct the first tire the bursaucracy has resorted tc tho
ai.al gan. frare.-up rethed. We will shcw that it is a necossary Weapcen
by which it attcrpts tc extricoto itself froem ecntradicticns which
sris0 out of its false pclicy. pecr lack cispace W3 Wwill discuss tWe.

THE WRANGEL OFFICER AND THE LEFT OFPFOSITION
In Septerbor, 1937, at the hoight cf ¢ths facticnal atruggle in

Cerrunist Party c¢f the Soviot Unicn, the GPU anncuncad that a
Lor cificer in Wrangal'!s arry had boan appr cachod by 2 Loft Oppesif

‘
e

et 1y ¢
e )

gt { Trotskyist ;) abcut a rimeograph, and by scr.ecns 3o abouta |
itary ccnepiracy against the governnont.

s ik
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ef ition immediately demanded the officer's name
tion as bo Whether or not he had been arrested. It demand-
% hat nections had been Tound to exist betwWween it and

cv.

and inforua

‘

ej- 30 at

After considerable delay the GPU replied that the of ficer had
nou been arrested, that he Was really a GPU agent, thatmo connectiony
1nd besn established between the Left Opposition and tHe conspiracy,

Lut that this metter Wwas still under investigation.

1t Wag further charged that the Copositicn Was attempting t0

draw ®military "putchists into the internal affair of tha Communist

Party of the SU to overthrow the proleterien dictascrship®. mhe

B huge, underground printing plant of the Opposition turnaed out %o be—
$he mimecgraph. mhe "counspiracy" turned out to be —- the progrom of

the Left Opposition., The Wrangel officer -- 2 CPU agent.

Why did the Stalin foction attenpt to frame the Loft Opposition!
During $he years 1924-28, the Stalin faction Wag pursuing 2 policy of
sncouraging the Kulak to enrich himsolf, of a very slow rate of in-
dustrial deovel opment, The Loft Opposition domanded planned indigtri-
alization and cqloctivization, Tho Stalin faction Was concantiating
in Russia on the line of building "socialism in ons country", and ro-
gstraining the Workers in Europse from revolutionary action ouf of foar
of convil sions Which Would interfore with tholr peaceful construction

s:aia, The Loft Opposition demanded a policy of building p Rus—
sia on the line of complaeting the procass of world revdutior with
tha nid of vevelutions in tho dominent capitelist ccuntriss, in other
words, the porransnt ravolution, : '

;
v

-
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7 Tho policy of tho Stolin factim rosuwtsd in tha penatra-
tion of the Soviets and the Comrunist Perty by kul aks and anti-work-
ing class forces which domandod action egainst tho rising influsneo
of tho Oppositicn Which roprosentsd the intorosts of the ol otariat,
Tho Stolin faction eorricd out tho frame-up and th> 2xpul sion of ths
Loft 4n tho intorest of tho Right.

THE KIROV ASSASSINZTION

In tho casc of tho assassinaticn ¢f Kirev, Nicclaiov, tho =
burdordr, Wwas allogod t¢ bo in contect With an unnamed fereign con-
sul , "H3 ( tho consulj tcld me that ho can astsblish ecntact With
Trotsky if I gavoe him 2 lettor to Tretsky fron th: Greup®, Ihis
svatoniont Was nct rnado till the 20th day aftor Nicclaiasv!s arreas.
leggﬁse, it tock tho GPU fully 20 days t¢ persuade Nicclaiov to ro-

Thore was NO EVIDENCE, NO PROOF, The feroign censil was
nct nanoed "fcr dipl oratic rooscns"; nec lottor to or fren Trotsky Was
prcducd; nothing oxcopt a shert statoment by a ran irroediat ely ox-
ecutod,. This rethcd ¢f dostreying tho evidence in the ferw ¢f the
“itnesros thousdlves is very handy indood! Ne¢ rmera GPU Wrargal cf-
ficors®™ tc 1ot tho oat cut ¢f tho bag! Kiil ths stccls al ¢ng with the
rost! DEAD MEN THLL NO TALES! . od '

} On the basis of Nicclaicov!s ccnfassisn, Kamanev
viev Waro ajudgod "merally® gullty and sentonesd e
son, A rouote "idoclcogical®™ connocticn With Trotk :
though Kanoneov and Zincviev had capitul atodesmems-s=ctaky's neaiticn.
tc Staiin's six-yosxrs befers, s :

what Was tho metive bohind this anel gan frare~up? Kirov
Waz assasszinetod in Decorber 1934, Scviet induastry was advancing.
Tho svandard cf living ¢f tlo nasscs Was lagging far hehind: Seloac-
Ticn ¢f doloagates tc tho Seventh Werld pengressias schedul od. Unros
contoring in the ycuth which sev nc pclitical avonues of expresaicn
under the bursaucratic regins gave riss to torrerist mocds, Tho GPU
ccul & have proventoud the affeir but did nct. Kirov was assassinatod.

The burocaucracy seizod c¢n tho situaticn te¢ canalize ths
¢, Xaronov and Zincviov Woro'rads the scapegeats., Trctsky Was
icpl icatad.” ' T

WHAT IS BEHIND THE PRESENT FRAME-UP?

: . Wo can Qistinguish throc rain censidoreticns Which rwads
this franc-up nocossety fer the bursaucracy.

1, Rising dissdtisfecticn by tho Scviet Werkers
With thoir cecnditicne and theo pclicics ¢f the zov-
ornr.ent; ' ' v s

»

of ihsui‘ing the dlecticn cf delo-

2. The nocossity :
gatos te tho Jdcrtheerning final oengriss of Scviets
whe Will votPcr the neW constitubicn;

.3, Canalizinz tho oressure of tha Scviet Workers ¥he
. ere arcusgd by ths Spanish Werkerg!-horciec struggl s
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and are cering intc the sharpoeat ccnflict Wwith tho
trsachorcus pcl jey ¢f the bwoaucracy cf gsupperting
cepitelisw in 8pain as in France and c¢thor ccuntriss.

Bocauso Wo have provicusly doclt with the first twc quosticns
and bocausc the Spanish Civil Var is nov the rost irpcrtant issud bo-
foro tho Wwerl d werking class, Wo deal very briofly with tho first twe
and doveto tho rast ¢f this parphlet tc the third quosticn,

For scrne time evidoncce has baon: eccun;ulating ¢f dissatisfac~
ticn on tho part of tho Scvist werkors with tholr cenditins, The pre-
gross in industry has nct boon acccrpenicd by 2 rizd in theolr stand-
ard of living. Tho nocoessities c¢f 1ifoc are hard tc got. Strikas aro
taking place, acecrding tc tcurists! repcrts., Tha conscrship suppros-
393 nows of thor., Stakhancvists-— spocd-up ertists nurssd alcong as
pace scttors and bribed as an aristceretic stratun cf the 'ﬁcrxmg
class and an additicnal prcp of th: buroauersey -- ard rurdarad by the
(orkbro.

«3\"3-"
", Tho Workc.h*r also 30c big ccncossicns boing rads tc tho poas-
. woants in the fern ¢f tho right tc ovn 1and through CClvaﬁlV.a:, T o Juc~
s%icn in taxcs, oequal basis “ef roprasontaticn wWith th: werkars in
$o: naWgevornneng mstltu'bicno, etec,

'1‘,:* turcaucracy is afreid tho Scviet Ccngrsss in tho fdll,
siznt preoduco del agazas cppesod tc the previsicns of ths ccnstitutieon,
Ina pre-.z nt terrcy and pw go have as thoir air tc ccv any oxpr assien
= Cppesaticn and pre '.i”zlfic cnly yas-r on Jelegataes. ,
PROLETARIZN REVOLUT ION THE GREATEST DANGER T0 ——_ .

STAL INISM.

But tho Yigsess Jangor tc tho Stalinist burcaucracy ccros from
2in -- nct from a vietery of tho ccuntor-rovcluticn but frei a pre-
tarian rovcdluticn, Tho pr‘l icy ¢f the Stalinists is diroctal agalnst
prd otarian reovcelutim in Sprain., In Spain itself thsy havs turnsd -

cver t¢ Azana, Caballerc, Prictc and ccrpany, ccrnplets centrol cf thu
struggl e azainst fas¢isi, thorcby nullifying in aivarc:ﬂ the Woerkors
struggl 2 for pcWwer, Tholir spckosron have ropoatodly assurci the

werl 1 thoy aro for the dofengo ¢f the caritalist rapublic,

In $ho Boviot Unicn, Whors tho hepes ¢f tho Russian prdotari-
at aro arcusod, affor yoars cf dsfeats by the hercic struggl o in gpain,
cof oxtending thc Octcbeor Reveluticn tc Eurcro; tho burcaw rats have
banned all fwther manifestations of sympathy for the Spanish Revol u-
tion "in the interest of World peace", just as in 1933, all demonsira-
tions against the Hitler truirpyh Wwere curtailed and then forbidden.

~the Btalinists trust in the League of Nations; they supplyItalian

fascism With oil and wheat for the bloody subjugation of Ethiopia;
but they will not tolerate any mass action in support of the revol u-

) tionary Workers and peasants in Spain., While the predatory govern-
ments of Italy, and Germeny openly =2id the counter-revol ution, Russien
8tcl inisn mainteins strict "neutrality" in a struogle inval ving the
iuturs of the World prolsteriat,




=

Feant in ths fece of tho cppesiticn ¢f ths leaders cf the Social et

-9
THE BACKGROUND OF THF PRESENT SITUATION,

The Revolution of 193 abolisghed the monarchy and establ igh-
od tho ropublic. But the bourgeois denocracy Which Was set up could
not carry out the necessery industricl and cgrerian refarms: the eight
hour working dey; Wage increcses; land for the peasants; cwtailment
of the paver of the church, etc, Only a Workers! stote can renlize
even these democratic reforms promised by the bourgeocisie. It Was i
evitable that the nation should remcin in ferment while it groped fer
a sdlution of its problers.

The Spanish copitelist class shoWwed it W2z unable to salve
the n.ost ol ementary probl ems of democracy during the tWwec years of tHe
Republ ican~aocisl ist coaliticn (193 -1933} If not cnly refused to
mtimalize the land and onferce the meost rressing sgrarian referns
cnd other radicel provisicns ¢f tho nev censtitution, but it halted
the anti-clericel cempadgn and reinstatsd ths gemarchist cliqus into
govornmant and army offices. It lowered the ¥W¥ing standards cf the
working class, ignered its prerises c¢f industriel refcerm, and tho ndeds
¢f tho uncmplcyed. TO tho extont thet refcrms wer: rsaldzed, it Vas
cnly through the diroct rovcluticnary acts ¢f the massss, Whe sciz:d
tho land, bwned churches, and prossdd the class struggio cn Jvery

afdjommunist Partios, Ae & natural cconsoquomcs, Thc oo
599 yupport of tho rovclubtimary masses and of the 1ofd
£8llgpg of tho rassos to gc ferward t¢ the prclotari

1 tha roacticn tc rogein the sont cf peWwar |

‘. lr‘.é N e el i |

-

e Againgt tho rorcticnary fereaa WIT:
MQRATIC REPUR. T . tive~organiz@d Werkor; rov
Wt var, /gevernnent crushed thefinst
and T 73,,_‘{3’@:1 its naminal auth rity.

Eighteen ronths 12%%»; in Fobrusry, 1936, $ho consmmitive

nublican governrient, vas a3iwdvd in th~ ol octirne by o 1-andslids
r tho 1oft ‘grcupad Which ccuprizoa*dact, clols Frent. fthy Pécplats
front gainod a majority in tho crtos and 2lectduiiss  Presid ant,Azana,

Qutside ¢f the gortes, hewevar, cutside ths Pocrlo's
Front, tho anarcho-synidealists and certain yevcluticnary Ccununists
Sceialigts, rnany c¢f them in ths POUM (Weorkere! Party cf Marxist
ifioation)Tespending t¢ the pressure of tha ras3es, impatient With
tho sabotago and parlianantary red-taprs cf the Pocplets Frent, rushad
¢iard workers ccntrcl by dircct acticn, toWarde the cemploticn of the
ravcluticn, end bogan tc zct indepsndently cf $ho beurgacis governnont,
Farwsrs organized end soized the rich church lands, scratimes burning
tho churches thomselves, deiving cut tho rarasitic pricsts and nuns Who
Livod cn tho backs c¢f the rasses. Vcerksrs, desperate and onraged at
80 ccntinued sxpl citeticn under fhe rozublic, struck undsr ths slcgan
of wrkors ccntrcl of rrodueticn, Tho Rocple's Frent shet don werkers
14 poasants in an offert to suprross thosc ranifestaticns. Whils the
Peoplots Froent gevornnont feught tho rasses, thy erry cfficors syston-
ntically nrorvorsd te overthrew: the rorublic, crush ths Werksrs and
poasgyy 3 end recstebl ish an c¢ren ruthl ses diectatcrshl

‘ Tho urrising ¢f tho rilitery clique (¥cla
and ¢irscted by the Cathclic-rncnarchist roascticn
and fascist sloronts (Rivera) against tho rog
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¢f tho Jotarrinaticn c¢f Sponish ang it orncticnal capital t¢ ¢rush
once and for ell the fighting rosistance cf the Working ntssos and ro-
ostablish tho uncenaiticnel derdnaticn cf tho ruling clossos, Tho :
ruling classos, having loarned frer tho exrerioncos c¢f Russia, Italy
and Norjeny, unJderstand that tho royunlic is ¢utlivoi,ond that sithor
tho Werkors will erush ther and =0t up & rrcotarian dictetership; or
tl}}fy‘ n.ust orush tho Wwerkors and reasants oy an cpon ruthlosa dictatcr-
301D :

A1l tho fereos ¢f irperislise, bz thoy faseist cr damceratic,

arg alarncd at the resasibility cf the extension tc Srain ¢f tho rove-
luticn bogun in pussia in 1817, Tho ccuntar-rovcuticn Faceive iirect
aid frown Geruany, Itely, Pcrtugal ana indiroct aid from "democratio”
Unitcd Statos, Franco and England as well a3 the Stalinist go grnment.
The Standard 0l intorcsts maintain thair represontativos in the rebal
cemng while Hoarst openiy advocatss the eauso of gpanish reaction,
ington harries the Peeplc’s Front govornment t0 protoct american
capital . Bluc and Stal in rask the aid of Gormeny and Italy With a
noutral ity poliey-as _insffectivo as sanctions egainst Italy.

~ HOW DO THEY "EXPLAIN® THEIR TREACHERY?
e At first tho gocialists and Stel inists rofusod to accopt
office in $ho-Paoplc¥e Front Gévirmmont, thorady hoping to "absdve
sibility for Whs troaehary of Azana, Yot thor:

L the 1eft Haurgesis ésbinet bag and baggage
netuall v BNy ovet & MAJORITY of the cabinet
> ront, Whieh is opelly dediClfad <o the defonsd o
stase and oupitlist propriy relath ons o

)

: , tWwo pcrties, end especially the anunist Tw vy, do=-
2l ar 2. *aed ehc bourgcois domoegratic rovdl ufin MUST BE COMPLETED UNILER
SiTTE 138K, - THEY ARE OPPOSED TO THE ORGALZAIION OF SQVIETS which |
s3y comsidar g pthrsat fc "de ':ragv{' _The Gegmunist Party, ropsatedy
~ yoestas and guarzanhas~.ho préstoction of privaete ewnarghip c¢f tho
sens of production, ' ‘

"It is ebsclutaly (el ds" daclares Jdesus Hornandez, . |
Qorrunist Party Ministoh ¢f Education, "That the \;
presont werkers mover.ont has fer its cbjoctivo tho \
cetabl {shront of a prelotarisn dictataship, even
APTER thro raveluticn has terninated., We Cornunists |
are rotivated exclusively by tho desirs tc dofend the
jerocratic ropublic, It cannct be said wa have a
socisl rneotive fer cur rarticipaticn in the war,"

(1UNDO OBRERO, cfficial Staliniat crgen in Madrig,
August ¢, and NEW YORK TIMES, and DAILY WORKER,

Avgust 10, Our erphasisy. ‘ _

At o tire Whan cnly a prcl starian dictatorshir can dofinite-
ly atopn fascisi by abcl ishing the eapital 1st syster: Which braads it,
shs Qfaidiniate dafma "aar ceretic® cepitalisn, I this "task' thoy

1 ccnfioneo of the libersl bcurgocisie. 1In the nate
of Lenin, thev have, Like the Monsheviks cf Russia ang the. gocial

Derceracy of Garnany in thoir tiroe, becore the gtaunchoest advocato.

nders of “iStodraeyY fnd tho Peoplols Y ~ut ¥

L
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beurgocisis and potty bCUl‘{,OClS;u, aiied by a Merxist Party cen ao
- ag, ?0" tha overthres, cnes ana fer s.L 1,cf the capitalist syston « =
; Nivoral as woll as fa.:cist. T¢ undaerstend the Spenish revclubion, op
Zer ®hat mettor, tho werld rovel: ‘c1 n $cday, tho isgugs nust bo pub
sguar Ay .and brrwstl y: - CAPITALIST DICTATORSEI? OR gOE‘KE‘{S DICZATORs
GELIP; CAPIT/LIST TEMOCRACY OR YORKERS DEMOCEACY; CAPITALISH CR JUM-
HUNI SHM,

and {.su;.ror‘bars of capitalisr.. ZEvory vorker rust roalize thet BOUR-
GEOLS DLHMOGRACY, Whathor in Srain, F*ar*c* cr thu Univ 24 Statos $cday,
a8 in Gorrany boforu 1933, 18 INC/F/BLE OF DERTROYING FASCISM., Cnly,
th~ "c'ﬂking class, org aniZ"a in ch1vts in. ‘ura; dont cf tho Tiborel

LERIN'S LINE

- Facing a siriiar sit
L9.7, Lonin, tho groat Marxist t
--.‘..‘td -111, 4301 ar ‘CL.

uaticn in Russia in the surrer cf
gachor and leadsr c¢f the Rugsian Rave-

"o wege end shell ccntinue ¢ Wage Wer on Kornil oy
(Tho Pussien "fes cist': 'BUT WE L3 EOT SUPPORYT -
KERENSKY" (Thec Pugssien sceidli isg-rorublice an} "r aghor
WO oxrcso his Woakness", {(Leonin,lugust 1817 - cur
erphasisle

; But oven vwithin st (‘t;r"tl""l Corritsoe ¢
Bl shovik Party Lenin had t¢ fight surrert of the

W ad D

cc,a”l icn g;tvarnr ons.

"Yos, ths l

C LT~
SR REnY (R T auing
! PSS e DBl Vvhcs e-te tn 80 o3 thy
1 beurgecisia and % ;xm'n:m fifere 15 pet
\ the el Yh*wci‘ “uoé tha§ the Bolghovike, Were wlhey
%0 ) 1of therso vas e ba cautish in %he P E o o

ceng’ 1t’131craL illusicns oo, Ghot euah S
ol 1 rrove MISHRABLE TRAXTORS tc wno mra
P U, ¢ .Woul G rreve treitorg t¢ UEMOORACY b
FREZDOM® (L enin, Ocicber 1%, 197, 0
- OCTOBER, p. 18, Our ez"phaaie*

S

Lonin's 1ins was ¢ srash ths ccun+er-revc1u+icn, over-

$hr oy tha capitalist cceal 1tirn gevornrent and osteblich tho gicbetor-
igig £ the prcllbta.rltt He based his 1lina ¢cn Lhe indepsndond vrgans
'L u:

oLk
Werking clasa (the sovlnta\ and cn the indep endind 1 ovelubion-
ary q:rking ci.;.k,b varty, Ihat ILstfbe oER TAny J8f o il gu Ay

,T'c rut iv blum:lyo Tha oortunist Daxt; Fuach
PIraues tactics Whese scle Lunio 4 th ‘cF
f

g0y .. Upinz Lonin a3 = fiz-l eaf uh°
. wwf Farty iatce an azsncy
;gl M ther insc the bl cc ly Giutches ¢

yr‘,ama"y is carriog C.l* undar

it =z naticnek, - The 8tel intet
:w ng 50 221 g rovel Whion: tlmy :’egl;\,.
. s Rusaian chtober‘ tc cthor ccumirios: theo
th 3 n‘unim‘x{w* cLassforcos in Pussio whish °

~ntu7% b5 ¢f tho prol otariat of 1l cow
.A350 mrt‘lcta.‘mt whe ares of noceasity int

the YOvELubicr t¢ cfhor ccuntrios, woul d den
8fal inisi, and thqrafcr 9 t0 WAyl & Ohal $nd Ay

\
-

T T e A oW e L e
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ST AL INISM SERVES THE COUNTER-REVCL UTION.

A dictatcrship of the prclctariat in Srain cculd srvivie
azainst inevitable atterpts tc cruash it crly by tircly assistandgo
freoi. $ho Scviot Unicn and rovcluticnary acticn by tho Fronch Wonrkorss

Thy Spanish Woerkers have tho duty tc swrcon the Freonch and Russijan
werkors to coiic $6 their assistance,

In this etrugelc, the 1ifo of werll capitslisr and tho pirth
¢f & naw Wworld sccioty would bo at stakes Tho 1ifo cf all the fdrces

12 tho Soviet Union cprnescd t¢ the preloteriat weul d be at staks, The

1ife of the burscucracy, the vekicle fcr the expressicn ¢f these in-
torests, Woul d be at stake, VWith the f211 of the bureacracy, the Ccu-
wutiist Parties ali over the weridweuld fell %o peices, Revcluti nar

' f
VWY e

porties Wweldlld arise in their ce under the banner cf the Soumnuni st

Fourth International.,

B
0

The Russiar Wcrkers Weuld demend pclicles and action suited
- the needs of the cceasicn, Thsy Wweuld crecte a nev 1eadership.

The 1d spirit of revauticn, ncw sl umbering, Wcul d roavaksn,

/
afraid that ~le like Zinoviev and Xamgn:av,
Si i1 beccrie 1 ¢f o roused snd determimed

~

£ thess pctentinl leadsrs, &°¢

T =D - he Kiil

iiscredit ther in the eyes of the Jerkors andSevrrorisg cIRELS

The despsrats need of the Stelinise bursaucracy ig tc pre-
vent a prclotarian dictetcrship in Spain, Wherever it has #trenghh,
ite poiicy is to harstring the shruggles ¢f tho Spanish Whkers, in
France, undsr prossura ¢f tho Workors, ths Cornunict Party lderendcd
"airpi ancs for Spain', This brouzht it intc ccnfl ict_’v‘fi‘ijh tho Bl um-
Qtalin noutyality pelicy. Fercod tc checss betwaon tn3 inbrosts o
the 7orkers or tae intorests of $uo count ex-rovcluticn, the French
dtsl inists chese the iattar, end cepitulatad tc Blun,

In the United Statos, 73 Lavs & similar stery. The Rtazon
govornzont 1s using continucus prossurd ogainst theo werkers. A orican
irporislisu dcesnlt Wwant & crunt ar—rovel vt icnary Spain undsr tho in=-
£l uencoy cf its powerful rivels, Bub still loss dc thoy Want A prd o-
tarian Spain. The Stalinists hors give Reescvol® lcft-handfod suppcrt

The only ansvar tc the troechery cf tho Stalinists on a worl
scslo is t¢ reko the world rovcluticn, That meens start in %@j}l- om
cerrov it will bo France, And ths day after towcrrdd, It Wil Te cur
Turn,

Azainst the frars-up pcliey in Russia, W2 ndvance btho gl cgar
+hy resteration of the prcloterian dictatcrship tol.onin's ling,
] saticn of o nod Cermunist Party and tif® rotcval of the
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ORGAE\II ZE W ORKEPQ SOL DI ERS-PEZSANTS SOVIETS)
VORKING CLASS CONTR(L OF ITS OON ARMED FORCESJ
NATIONALIZE INDUSTRY AND BANKS!
VORKERS CONTROL OF PRODUCTION}

LAND TO THE PEASZNTS!

EXPROPRIATE THE CHURCH}

AND THE BASQUES,
FOR THE UNIOM OF I3ERI/N SOVIET REPUBL 108!
ORGANIZE A MARXIST PARTY!

STALINISTS /ND §00TL 1578 ELOCY TEE ROAD TO THE R

~ LET/RIAN REVOL UTION!
ESTABLISH TEE D:ccmmh HIP OF THE P"(LETARIAT}
EXTEND THE OCTOBED 7IVOL UTION TO SPAIN!
FOUND THE COMMUNIST POURTH INTERKATIONAL}

SUMMOK THE OPPRESSTT OF THE EARTH TO WORL D REVOL UTTON]

| TEE RIGET OF SE.-DRTTRIINATION FOR HOROCOO, OATHLOTE
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“%ha'penbﬁp social forces unlcashed the might of the proletariat

©, far from being a victory over the reaction, was a
Ty of the Wliberalt bourgeoisie over the proletariat and
dtuted an intermediate step toward paving the way for the
nter-revolution offense. , : S
In fuly, the fascist counter-revolution took the offenstve, but

’ §é§al victory of the Peoplets Front in‘?§§+f 5

+

boyond the expectation of the labor leaders as well as the ox-

ploiters and opencd u€ civil war. The wivilwar carricd with it a
struggle between the two camps of thc bourg.oisie in Sfain-;eaeh
of whom rcprescnts not mercly a scetion of Spahhdh cap taxiggg, 2
but definite world imperlalist groupings. The working claﬁawgf’*‘j
Spain under thc hegemony of non-Marxisn partics, w - corraled =
into the camp of the ™democratich bourgeoistie, while the lamd- = -

lords recognized thoir privileged intercsts lay with the Tasciste,
The class dynamics-therofore, in the civil war of classes was step
by step being transformcd into a battleground of world inperial- =
ists, with the working class fighting on the side of one¢ group of
imperialists, due to the abscnce of a revolutienary Marxist party.

8. By October, 1936, c1l the prerequisites, except the party were

ripe for transforming the dual power of the wcrkurs,.peasants.and
soldiers sovicts into a preparation for the struggle for power.

In spite of the betrayal of the Socialist and Stalinist at the

top, the soviets werc springing up from beclow all over Spain where
counter-revelution had not yet beheaded the proletariat. The
highest polnt in the development of dual power was reached in
Catalonia where the necessary objective conditions were ready for
the positive intervention of the party to transform the dual power
into the Dictatorship of the Proletariat. ' :

4. However, instead of developing dual power, and guarding the in-

dependent proletaria action, the POUM, in the name of MMarxism®,
together with the Syndicalists, cntcred the Generalidad in Hovem-
ber. By their entry and with their active participation the Gen-
eralidad carried out the liquidation of thesec undeveloped organs
of dual powcr, the POUM and the Syndicalists now members of the
®Workcrs Government® saw no further nccd of these undevelopud or-
gans of dual power which were mcre cumbersome duplications"., This
is the period in which the Anglo-French bloc, rccognizing that the
danger of o proletarial seizure of power had at this moment passed,
c¢honged 1ts toctics (™eutralw encirelement of democratic Spain)"
and permittcd the Bovict Union to collaborate with the Pcoplaels
Fronts
The London Buro and the Trotsky International arc both cont-
St-ups, although thc Trotskyites, moving from the left to
» arc at proesent to the loft of the London Buro. In this
he POUM, which is a merger of the Maurin group from the
o znd the Nin Group from the Trotsky buro 'is to the left
B of these intornational groups, although it is affilinted
londen Buro. However, like all eentrists, their left words
=ietuted with right deeds.




(1)

The programatic position of the French, United States and
; € 0 UM. In
other seotiong of the, Trotgtvitesls 19, e, L L R0 ™
" First the Trotskyites condemned the POUM and supported the
Socialist Rarty of Spain. Now the Trotskyite international sup-~
ports the POUM in words and supports the Pecoples Fronmt in action. =
The United States Trotskyites are helping make up the Debs column
for the Peoples Front ond arc sending aid to the Peoples Front.
The liquidation of the Internaticnalist Communist Leagues
into the Sccond Intcrnational im Spain and in other countrics was
the greatest criminal act against the Spanish Revolution. The be-
trayals of Socialism and Stalinism are to be expccted. From now
on we can expect nothing else from the Trotskyite centrists.

5. Although the Spanish revolution has cntered a period of =tbh,
the situation is far from hopecless. It is the position of the
Revolutionary Workers League of U.S8. that a revslutisnary rosore-
ence of the proletariat of Spain is nct unly possible, but most
likely if quick action is taken within the present reveluti-nary

situantion. A Revoclutionary Marxian erganization can change the re-
iation of forces in favor of the exploited masses.

11 - :
Economic and Historical Significance of Capitalism in Spain.

1. The national bourgeois = revolutions which marked the birth

and heyday of world capitalism were progressive revolutions, in
thnt they advanced society economically, socially and culturolly.
Today, however, in the decay s tages of capitalist decline, these
belated bourgeois rcevolutions cannot begin to solve the glaring
contradictions of present day socicty; the agrarian and cconomie
reforms demanded by the peasantry and petty bourgcoisie on the one
hand, ond by proletariat on the other, The big bourgeoisie in the
present period, hemmed in and controlled by outside imperialist
powers, to which it is bound by iron chains, connot solve cven
their own needs in further progressive deveiopment.

IIT
The twofold World Antagonism os Expressed in the Spanish Revolutim

1. Within Spain today is contending the twofeld antagonism to be
found in all civil and imperiolist wars, i.c.,flowing from the cSe-
onomic ¢ontradictions of capitalism. First is the struggle of
world capitalism as a whole against the extension of the October
Revolution. Wherever revolutionary situations mature in the weak
links of the capitalist chain the Marxists must direct the revo-
lutionary energics of the masses for the extension of the October
Revolution and the cstablishment of the Dictatorship of thc Pro-
letariat. This is the decisive struggle, the key conflict of the
present historical period - because it is the class strugglc, the
social revolution, on a world scale. The second aspcct of this
antagonism, which is subordinate to the first, cven though it ofiten
becomes the most ilmportent surface manifcstation, is the struggle
~ between the exploiting impcrinlist powers themselves.

2. To give the Spanish strugglce its proper place against the

-
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background of the struggle of world imperialism, 1t must here be

noted that with the exception of Jagan and its aggression in Asia,
and the U.8. and its aggression in he Americas, all other imper-

ialist powers are situated in Europe. From a dynamic point of
view, therefore, the imperialist struggle in Burope must be con-
sidered as a prelude to the struggle for Asiatic markets, primari-
1y by the European imperialists. The Spanish Civil War becomes

the force today capeble of upsetting the status gquo balance and
thereby accelerating the war preparations. Thercfore all imperial-
istsigrotcct their intercst by one or the other forms of inter-
vention. =

3. The dynamics of both the imperialist conflicts and of the oiviiaiees
war, in Spain, thercfore, of fer concrete evidence of the twofold
antagonism between world capitalist powers and the spreading pro-
letarisn revolution and the conflict among the imperislists them- =
sclves, g

4, The Anglo-French cnd the Franco-Sovict blocs have cne driving
1ine. The German-Italion bloc has another. All of these blocs

and line-ups are impermsnent. The fluctuate according to Lhe
interests gf the megber states at {ne moment. %hey ar% %iocs of

savage rivals, jealous thieves, thrown together for the moment by
common objectives cgainst other 1mger1&list combinations. Within
the German-Itolion bloc, Italy double-crosses and deceives Germ-
anys and vice versa. Great Britain balances Russia against France
in %he Franco-Sovict bloc, giving concessions to one or both, and
vsing Russia to pull her chestnuts out of the fire. At the pres-
ent time, for example, England has ner finger in all the contend-
ing forces in Spain: Franco, in the Peoples Front and in the
Catalonian government. The Anglo-French imperialists dominate the
Generalidad of Catzlonia 2t present. They let $talinism do their
dirty work. The intercsts of the United States are twofold:
1. To prevent the Extension of the October Revolution; and
2. To prevent an English bloc in Europe against the United States.

On the other hand the Roosevelt War Government is lining up the
entire American continent for war on a gigantic scale.

5. In the present stage of capitalism all sections of the capital-
1sts are REACTIONARY. The only progressive class is the Proletar-
iat. This does not mean that the bourgeoisie are one reactionary
mass. They have different METHODS OF CONTROLLING THE CLASSES.
Those Capitalists (reactionaries)who usc the open forceful o$g0~
sition to the proletariat cre the Conscrvative Capitalists. osc
capitalists (reactionarics who use the method of tieing the work-
ers to the capitalists through class-collaboration are the

®liberal® cepitalists. "Liberal® does not mean nistorically pro-

gressive. There can be no progressive capitalists today.
The conservative and Wliberal® method of rule are merely two
governmental arms of the dame reactionary capitalists.

6. When we speak of the Fascists in 8pain we do not mean Fascism
ensh as in Ttaly snd Germany. Snain, as 2 hacleaard eomtry will
not establish a fascist Dictatorship iu this political und econo-
mical sense¢. As a puppet government of a Fascist country or
Democratic imperi:list country, 1t may be called Fascist as a
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name for the particular form of reactionary dictatorship estab
ed there.

7. The dontending forces within Spain consist on the one hond of
the fuscist Frunco, representing the conServative bourpcofisic and
landowning classy behind whom is lined up certein colonial

110
German-Italian troops; and on the other, of the ¥liberal bourgcol-
sie, who have succeeded in coralling the workers and peasants be-
hind the Peoples Front. Both these forces are agenis of cutlside
imperialist groups. Spain is therefore, a battieground for imper-
ialist powers struggling for control over Spaln as a strategical
advantage in the coming world war. The workers and thc cpplessed
masses' interest is separate and apart from both these groups.

it AR

8, How did the Peoples Front group (one imperialist agency) suc-
cced in bringing the workers and peasants to support them? This was
accomplished mainly through the instrumcntality of ®working class® =

parties rcpresenting two main sections of the organized labor move-

ment of Spain. The reformist section, consisting of the Socialist

and Stalinist parties; and what might be called the "lefts" the

anarcho-syndicalists and the Party of Marxist Unification. In

Modrid the workers could be held in check by the right reformists
(Stalinist-Socialist), but in Catalonia the revolutionary upsurge

demanded calling the lefts in the Generalidad to hold in check the

workers (Syndicalists and POUM). In these parties are to be found

the principal labor lieutenants of the capitalist class, agents of

the bourgceoisice in the ranks of the working-class. Tens of thou-

sands of members of thesc partics have proven in action in ecivil

war that they are ready for anything, for any sacrifice 4 fo
the proletarian seizurg of pow%r. ﬁﬁat theyylack s a lea ership,

a program and a party.

There is an indispensable force missing in Spain. That is the
dependent party of the proletariat, leading behind it the oppress-
masses of the proletariat as well as the petty-bourgeoisie of

¥n and country and colonials as allies. This THIRD force re-
esents the greatest potential force in Spain. The independent
wer of the working class has not been crystalized becausc of the
1S

ence in 8pain of a Revolutionary Marxist Party.

ul3 o
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IV
The Party and the Social Revolution

1. Character of the Social Revolution in Spain. ;

It must be made clear that the revolution in Spain is a social
roletarian revolution. Within the framework of the capitalist
of production nothing can be solved. The "Workers government®

1921 revolution proved this. For the proletarjian revolution
kward economle countries, the first phase will be the agrarian.
sense does this mean there will be an agrarian revolution
t
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e and apart from the general proletarian revolution. This

ion is excluded. The agrarian phase of the proletarian revo-
is the first outbreak of the pent forces produced by the ex-

treme contradictions of the countryside. Far from being separate,
re can be no solution for the agrarian and economic demands of
santry and urban petty-bourgeoisie except through the cstab-
t of the Dictatorship of the Proletariat. The Peoples Front
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or any other capitalist form of government cannot grant a s.
basic reform of capitalist economy. It can only make promis:
which it cannot fulfill, and which involve it in rurtner cont.
dictions. ;

If you support the bourgeoisie, you must characterize the
Spanish revolution in popular terms as a struggle between Paseisn
and Democracy. But if you support the proletariat, in other words,
if you stand for the overthrow of capitalism and for the social
revolution you are cempelled to view the Spanish revolution as a
struggle of Fascism and Communism.

In the decay stage of capitalism when the exploiters cam no

longer hold in check the proletariat and the oppressed masi%s,theyg;

are compelled to resort to Fascism as a last means to retain state
powers In this struggle the support of bourgecis democracy versus
communism is an attempt to turn the wheels of history backward. At
this eritical stage in the struggle against Fascism the support of
bourgeois democracy is to pave the way for Fascism. -

Although it is true that the Spanish revolution has brought
forth new forms the fact remains that the fundamental line of the
workers in the struggle for power in Russlia must be the same to be
carried out in 8pain. The lessons of the October Revolution in ;
content is the road to power in Spain. :

2. The Party.

Revolutionary situations are created by the objjective con-
dltionsg of capitalism. The tempo of the maturing revolutionary
situation may be speeded up or retarded, but the revolutionary sit-
uation itself cannot be created artificially. The revolutionary
situation throws the masses in action for a solution of its over-

whelming difficulties.

How is the revolutionary situation transformed into a success-
ful revolution? The key to this question is the PARTY. The revo-
lutionary Marxist organization organizes, leads and directs the

masses to overthrow capltalism and to establish 1ts own state power.

The party is the class instrument necessary and capable of trans-
forming the revolutionary situation into a gsuccessful revolution.

The independent action of the proletariat as a class is possi-
ble only through the political and organizational independcence of

the Revolutionary Marxist Party. This is a basic Marxian principle.

It must be rcmembered that Marxism does not mercly c¢xpiain history
It makes it.

No such party exists today in Spain. It must be built. It can
be built. Tt will be built. There are many working cluss parties
to be found that are working class in form, but not in ccntent.Only

a Marxion Party con be a genuine working class party in content.

Consider for a moment the late Slogan of the Party of Marxist
Onificction; "You cannot rule without the PQUM, much less against
it%. This is complete inversion of the Marxist idea, and excludes
and makes impossille the independent action of th's party, as well

~s that of the class 1t pretends to represent. &ny party whose___ -

i
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policy subordinates the proletariat tc cro group of the exp
class in its struggle against another, ~rnnct | asideree

be conside
Examples of such treachery are many wi nin the sranish :
The Pcoples'Front support of the bourg ois government,: social pa-
triotism, support of imperialist alliunces, etc.

v .
Strategic Problems of the Hevolution
The Peoples Front

1., The Peoples Front is an instrument for subordinating $he work-
ing class to the ®liberal® bourgcoisie in their struggle against
the reactionary bourgcoisie. The Peoples Front in content is the =
same as the Provisional Government in Russia in 1918, the Soeci-
Democratic government in Germany after 1918, ete. The Stalinis:
and Socialists not only camc out openly for it, but are the imdis
pensable basis for its cxistence. The POUM and the Syndicalisgf,
on the other hand, whom we designate as lcoft, deny, in wordsk gg;r,

support of the Peoplcs Front, but carry out a #Pecples Front

in action. It is impossible to struggle effectively against the’
counter-revolution unless the class, at the same time, struggleg
against the Peoples Front. Just as the bourgeoisie uses both ¥tg
liberel and.conservative sections against the prolotariat, S0 the
latter, if 1t 18 to Ye victorious, must learn to use differcnt tac-
tics against the two arms of its class encmy. This was the problem
facing Lenin in his strugsle against both Kerensky and Kornilov.

To keep an independent class line against both at the same time,
using different tactics within the same fundamental line.

2. An independent strategy in the revolution is the independent
control of the armed forces of the working class. In order to
fight agoinst all groups of exploiters and move towards state power,
the working class must, againsi all odds, maintain their independ-
ent control of the armed forces. Thisg is done through the estab-
lishment of soldiers' soviets coordinated with the armed workers

and peasants! soviets, under the leadership of the revolutionary
Aroletarian party.
g

8. Nationalization of Industry and Workers Control of Production.

These slogans werc used in tﬁe first stages of the rcvolution for
the purpose of mobilizing the masses against rcaction. But the
workers control of production is not possible under the rule of th
exploiters state, except wher:¢ soviets and dual power takes this
gontrol out of the capitulist state hands. Workers Control of Pro-
duction and Nationalization of Industry arc realizablc and possible
only under the control of the workers! sovicts. If, as in Bpain
today, the bourgeoisie control the Mworkers control of production®,
it is a4 sham and a deccption, a fig leaf behind which hides the
exploiting capitalist class.

4. Btruggle for Democratic Demands Agoinst Bourgeolis Democracy.
In the decay stage of capltalism, the bourgcoisie are unable to g
grant the democratic demands of the oppresscd classes - even i
they should want te do so. The struggle ror democratic demand
becomes therefore purt o £ the revolutionary struggle against
bourgeols democracy.
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But the Stalinists argue that bourgeois democra
to fascism, and therefore must be sviported by
Eriough of this treacherous formula Tor the suppor
enemies! The working class must {igant against E
geois rule for defense of its democratic
democratic demands of the workcers a ¢ o
ists (bourgcois democrats) must be varri

the offensive ageinst the fascists through 0
of the capitalist formvla for thc subordir 1
a revolutionary struggle is; ®Defcat Fascls ; ; !
add ®"Then we can clean our own housct, Fascism, ong¢ arm 0L Cap-
italism, cunnot be defeat.d by the Peopies Front (the t1iperals arm)

in the prescent decay stage, The cconomic contradictions and class
sntagonisms can be held in check by Fascism or solved by ~gommunism.
The working class cannot strugzle against Fascism(@apitalism) unless
it frees itself from subordination to the Peoples Front (capitalism)
Therefore, it must fight on two fronts.

The exploiters usc 2 formula to transform a war of classes in-
to a war against the prolctarian demanding the subordination of all
to the fight at the front. ®"A geographic struggle®". By clover
selcetion and discrinination the most radical and best preletarian
troops are shipped tc the front away from the centers of proletar-
ian strength. he Russian Provisional Government o £ 1917 triea.
to do this in Petrograd, but the Bolsheviks and the Soviets pre- ‘
vented them from doing so.

5. Land to the Peasants.
The revolution-ry Morxist Party says to the peasents, Wiake thé
, : ~n > & 2
Land® - Do not wait for the formal passage of 1aws sancticniog 4
their seizure®, i

5A. To the petty-bourgenisic we say "The workers government wili

break the back of the fincncial power of the banking cctopus', 2
Thot is the spirit of the strategy of the revolutionary proletariat.,‘“‘j

Y ;

* 6, The Right of Self-Determination for the Oppressed Masses. !
Morocco is the living proof that oppressed minorities were treated | ,{
the same under the Peoples Front Government as under AlTonso. IE T

o) 5 s are a3 W aya e o Ty | ave griantc
Phg Reples Front Yes, 2 2oBEEeSand AR Vea b R e s Bl MR
Morocco. The French colonies under Blum and the French Peoples " 4
front government, similarly, far from cmancips=ting their colonials,«ff
are today goading them into rescntmont, cousing them to become rdpe
motorial for recruitment into Frenech fascist battalions, to be uscd
by de la Rocque against the revolutionary French proletariat.

J

It remains for Franco, by a curious irony of history, to ralse
demogogicilly, the slogan of Wself-determination® for the Morocans,
in order, at one blow, to raise an army and drive a wedge into the
comp of the encmy imperinlists (France). To Franco, sclf-deter-
minction means ®indcpendence® under imporialist domination. In
the sense that Egypt, Cuba or thc Phillipines are independent.



isic uses the slogon of "sel’ data
the thil or >4 %ul S Laéy nave

36 L e rleht of self-deted
ourty not knowing the dif’erent content Tada,

into n bourgeois trap. The inabllity to utilize ure-

perly the slqgan of the right of self-determination for the Basaues

enables reaction to utilize this against the workbrs.

» 7. The Creation of Soviets. =
In a revolutionary situation, sovicts spring from belom t‘.hx'ou,gk"’/~
release of the revolutionary energies or the prolctariat. The
shrewd bourgeoisic called into their gOVcrnmbnt the wor
for the purpose of using them to nip the embryonic sovic
bud, cut them off entircly, or better yet, subordinate thel
bourgcois power. A striking historieal parallel in the Rus
sovicts, in their zttempt to subordinite the young soviets to
Constituent Asscmbly. The Bolshevik party, however, based on th
Marxist conception of the independent role of the proletariat,whic
beecame the organs of state power and the Dictatorship of the Pro-
letoriat. Only a Marxist Party cun coordinate, duvelop and extend
the sovicets. - - o

The POUM and the Syndicalists concelved the soviets as a bloe
of portics, the membership of thecsc parties make up the total mem-
bers of the soviets. This is a fatal ecaricature o Che S0VIatS
Becnuse soviets of workers, peasants and soldiers take in all work
ers in a given industry or area. It is true that an ideologic =

- and political struggle on a democratic basis developes between the
workers! party for hegcmony within the sovicts. But the basie
principle in the UU¢1Aln5 of sovicts is the structure: from the
bottom up,not from the top down. :

VI
Toward Power

N
1. The Dictator ship of the bourgeoisie takes on various forms. In
Spaili, it takes on thrce main forms; the Franco government, a reac~
tlonz:y dics=tors fi? of the ou*g‘si sie; the Madrid-Valencia gov-
erngent of Azana-Calnllero, WthL can be characcerized as o ¥liber-
al® dictatorship of the 4ou1geoisie; and the Catalonian Generalidad,

which Is lobelled a “workers government®, but which is in reality

a lelt ®liberal® dictotorship of the bourgeolsie. = 3

2. DBetwecn the Dictatorship of the Bourgecisie and the chtator ship
2 of the Proletariat, there can be no other kind of government. There
¥  ean arise meny _orms of capitalist dictatorships, but between the
two dictatorshlios oI the bourgeoisie and the proletariat there is
no class basis for =ny other. :
S. The POUM aic by the SAP of Germany has brought forward a
{ ftheory" of Mthe disapnearance of the bourguois state™. This theory
developed in the midst of liquidutinb the early forms of the dual
‘ i% vaer “s & tuuo sulcil instrument for justifying 1t degiarcs that

ed not be shattered, but that 1@ 1ts struggle
ounter-revolution, it "collapses® - it loses
partics then step in and Rtake over®

against tn ‘dV’ncin: C
power. The various lobo
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‘pgizrs. The friction between the exploiters can be utilize
v;l

becomes a “workers gove:
in eliminating the Mar,

be taken over by the

ne bourgeols state can only be elim

) he state by the Prolctariat and in Bes

hing Hiotatorship of the Proletariat. =

n the basis of the above betrayal, the Mworkors® 36Ver£§é~
procceded to liquidate the undeveloped dual power of the workiag™ ™
closs, the Anti-Foscist Committee o © 13, the Military Committee

5. Furthermorc, thce POUM even when 1t partiecipated 1n'theié355}
power organs, had a fatelly false structurd for coordinating $he
soviets. Their conception, burcaucratically conceived and mechan
cully cxccuted, was that of a committec supcri%gaseﬁ;békﬁga'
not eclccted, by on agreement of the parties. - éisoyiet ms
coordinated through its clected commlitces amd its econc
2 whole camp or through its departments the wlilitia, ¢

political strugglcs o the class. s -

6. Once inside thc Goneralidad, the POUM and the Syndicallsts,
gether with the bourgeolsie went dovn to local soviets, dissolv
them complctely, or Weoordinated®™ them into organs of the C
dad, stating th:t in this way, red-tape and duplication wou
climinated. IT e

1. The situation in Spain is far from hopeless. ; .
Spain reflects the stalemate existing between rival imperialist :
the:
oMcrs provided they carry out independent class action ‘

2. The stalcmate between the imgerialistsforbeégis ré,; S
the stelomatc between the fascists and the Peoples Front.

only a momentary juncture that we must take advantage of.

3. MNothing has been solved, however. The economy of Spanish capl-
talism is further breaking down at a rapid pace. The forces of
revolution are not spent. The working class still has its militang
and its revolutionary ardor. The working class of Spain has puat up
the most heroic struggle since the Russian Revolution. The obj
conditions are ripe for the active intervention of a revolutior
Marxist Party to transform the revolutionary situation into a
successful revolution. : '

4. Given a2 revolutionary Marxian Party, independent class action
of the Spanish Proletarinat, through the development of Soviects

the Dictatorship of the Prolectariat con be established. To take
the first cteps in this direction the Marxian forces in Spain must
go directly to the musses as a political and orgonizational inde-
pendent force. This must be done now, today. ;

5. The estoblishment of the Dictatorsiip ofiﬁgg\Proletariat in

S8p=in will faver the revolutienists in France. A Proletarian

victery in France will be the beginning of thesend of capitalism ;-i

in Buropel = e ; 7
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