STEP #2

INTERVIEW/CONVERSATION WITH HOWIE  

Location: At the indoor tables in Tunapuna Market where he sells bananas.

15-01-06

Transcribed from dictaphone – i.e. the audio that was not lost in the babble of surrounding market voices and noises.  Not all of what was said was recorded, as the conversation began off tape when I was taking pictures. The starting point of the conversation was the question:What steps would you put in place to deal with the issues affecting our island?
(N.B. words in blue italics indicate when Howie talks or calls out to customers/they talk with him)

ELSPETH: I am observing how many people are coming here to buy bananas. And they’re not just coming to buy it because they want bananas. They’re coming here because of you. It’s like the woman standing up there who said that she goes all over, but she always comes back here.
HOWIE: Yes, well that’s my secret. My secret is I’m not selling bananas. I’m selling me.

E: I like that.

H: That is what I know about sales. I have studied sales. I know what sales is all about. Sales is about a personality. It’s about a character that’s out there.

E: Thank you. That’s something that so many people don’t understand.

H: And you know why? They don’t know who they are. They don’t know what the Creator put them here for. It all begins with these little things. You cannot tell a story unless you can deliver it in the right way. And this country does not have these people around. This country is a backward country that has a lot of people who think they are educated, but they are not educated. They are driven by robotics. Somebody tell dem to do dis, well that’s the only way they will do it.

E: I don’t even want to ask you what you think will change that. People are people. You know that saying about God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, the courage to change the things I can and the wisdom to know the difference? The only thing you really can change is yourself. So my whole ‘mission’, then, with this project is … to find out …

H: What makes you tick?

E: What makes you tick … What makes you make this a better place? And are you committed to making this place a better place? It’s easy to forget … it’s easy to get frustrated sometimes … But it’s simple. You said it. It’s just about being you … and being the best you.

H: Yup. And to learn what is true contentment. A lot of people don’t know what is their way of life that makes them a real person. A lot of people are … What you want darling? Gros Michel? Dat’s four dollars over there!  You see with every client I change the price. I study people. People walk in here and I look at them very carefully. Give me four dollars … Ten dollars … Thanks. It’s all in terms of psychology, you know. Psyche.
E: I need to learn.

H: Lemme tell you something. Trinidad is a easy way to make money. Ah go tell you why. First of all, Trinidad is a small society. They doh have too much of everything. They just have a group here, a group there controlling. You have to … let me tell you something. Associations, associations on the level of the communities. Trinidad is a place of a small community and everybody interlinked … and everybody will get to know everybody after a while. This country is real corrupted, you know. To the core, you know. Ah mean the small man in the country does not read. Reading could bring out a lot. People do not have to go far to understand what is wrong with their country. You seeing it every time … Tree dollars!
(Here I stopped the Dictaphone and started back a short while later)

H: I does ask everybody if they stop eating chicken. Make sure and ask dem de topic of de day, nah. And some of them say “I didn hear dat!” or “I didn read dat!” I does watch dem an I realise … dese people watching movies?! Dey watching cartoon?! Dem ey watching television. An’ a lot of people doh … Dat is five! … A lot of people don’t deal with simple things. If you don’t know that chicken is bad right now for you, what can I tell you? Can I tell you about AIDs? I can’t. It’s simple things … like do not eat chicken right now. Yeah! Which one yuh want? Dat is four dollars.  Dis is tree, da’s four. Tree. Look it have two here. Two dollars. Da’s what you want. Allright.
(Here I stopped the Dictaphone and started back a short while later)

H: We have lost our identity. That’s why a simple issue like … a simple issue like … Randy Glasgow, the big fete promoter – he said we should be naming the football team the Chutney Soca Warriors. And a lot of people were trying to diss dat … You know why? Simple. All dey know of culture today is pan and calypso. They don’t even want to think about tassa you know … Ahhhm, which one yuh want? How much you want? Alright, gimme a dollar. Everything going allright? Allyuh don’t eat meat an’ ting? You eat chicken? Why? But you ent know de chicken is bad right now?

CUSTOMER: What I am saying, right? … is dat de chicken over here is not like de chicken away. Away is bird flu. Here now is not bird flu.

H: You don’t know dem fellas in de farm, what they doing. De Government don’t even know. You can’t trust that right now! Listen to me really carefully … you trust the Government?

CUSTOMER: I don’t trust nobody! UNC. PNM. None!

H: Right. Da’s de idea. You trust dem farmers who want to make their dollar? 

CUSTOMER: No.
H: Right now de point is. Right now … yeah bring it dahling! Bring it! Yeah, how much yuh want to spend? How much money you want to put out?
CUSTOMER: I want to put out nil money.

H: I know you want to put out nil, but how much yuh budget is about? Two dollars? So how you keeping? Everything all right? Nice to see you man.

(He continues conducting business and chatting with the customer for a while. As the customer is leaving, Howie gives him a final word)

H: Yeah, but what I tryin to tell you is … at this point in time, I want to give you a li’l advice.  Keep off de chicken for a li’l while. Keep off de chicken for a li’l while, right? I want to see you around, you know!

(Here I stopped the Dictaphone and started back a short while later)

H: People need to stand for something. They need to be counted in the society. In the diaspora they can show that love and peace and harmony is positive things and they can share their good light. God has grant us this light. We didn’t grant it ourselves. What we do – we impart some of His greatness and people will then know, then reflect – this is what God is all about. God has not been with us here on this earth for long. He has shed a light. And if we can adapt our way right now, it’s more than light we’re living in and it will be a much better society. That will have to stand out. We need that approach. Because most people pretend … from the Prime Minister down! Yeah, okay! Right! He goes on these political stages and pronounce all these biblical texts … yeah yeah yeah ah coming now.
(Here I stopped the Dictaphone and started back a short while later)

H: And these illiterate fanatics … Yeah, bring it nah, bring it. I’ll cut it for yuh. Dey only babbling off and babbling off one setta nonsense on de radio … Tree dollars! (Then pointing to a young man walking past the table): An’ he now come out of jail, yuh know. Dat young fella. Tiefin’ cars … and he cyah even drive it.. Ey, how yuh going? Good?
(Here I stopped the Dictaphone)
