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 the lazy who want to dominate others,
~ and it does not matter if power is in the
' the Bolsheviks, it is degrading. Thereis
‘10 government without teeth, teeth to |
tear any man who longs for a free and ,
Brother, drive ont power in yourself.
Never let it fascinate you or your
brothers, A true collective life is not built
with programmes or with governments
but with the freedom of mankind, with
his creativity and his independence.
~The freedom of any individnal carries
- within it the seed of a free and complete
. commuinity without government, a free
society that lives in organic and

- decentralised totality, united in its parsuit
~ of the great human goal: Anarchist
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NESTOR MAKHNO

we come to
the
conclusion
that the best
method to
credate new
collective
Sfreedom is
the Free
Soviet.

enemy. If we look at this process closely we come to the
conclusion that the best method to create new collective
freedom is the Free Soviet. Proceeding from this conviction,
the anarchist revolutionary will call the enslaved to struggle
for these frec associations. He will believe that social
revolution will thus create freedom while smashing slavery
altogether. This belief must be cherished and defended. The
only people who can possibly provide the defence for this
belief are the masses themselves who have made the
revolution and who equate their lives with their principles.
While the human masses create the revolution they
instinctively cast about for free associations and rely on
their inherent anarchism: they will uphold above all the
Free Soviet. As the masses make a revolution they are bound
to come upon this themselves and the anarchist must help
them formulate this principle.

Economic problems in the free society will be resolved by
the producer-consumer co-operatives in which the Free
Soviets will act as co-ordinators and clarifiers. The nature
of the Free Soviet during the social revolution must be to
consolidate the masses” position by urging them to take
their nightful inheritance (land, factories, works, mineral
and coal mine.. ~hipping, forestry, etc.) into their own
hands. While groups according to interest or inclination
are formed, the masses will build up an entire social fabric,
freely and independently.

The struggle along this road will demand great sacnfice,
for it will be the final effort of nearly-free man. In this
struggle there will be no hesitation, no sentimentality. Life
or Death!?—this question will stand before every man who
considers his rights and those of humanity to be a better
iife. As the healthy instincts of man will have
preponderance, he will embark upon this road to life as the
victor and creator.

Organise yourselves, brothers, call every man to your ranks.
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THE ANARCHIST REVOLUTION

capable of securing freedom and social justice for all men
by its own unaided efforts. It is also the foundation of true
communism.

Anarchism therefore is a part of human nature, communism
its logical extension.

This led to the necessity of formulating anarchism’s basic
theories by the use of factual material and by systematised
analysis  Some people (enemies of freedom, enemies of
solidarity), were to try and conceal anarchism’s truths or to
slander its ideals; others (fighters for man’s right to lead a
proper life) were to develop and clarify this ideal. 1 think
that Godwin, Proudhon, Bakunin, Most, Kropotkin
Malatesta, S. Faure and others never believed, that they
could harness anarchism, a framework of immutable
scientific dogma, by their theories. Instead, the teachings
of anarchism represent a concerted effort to show its roots
in human nature, and to prove man’s creative achievements
never deviate from it; anarchism’s fundamental trait, the
negation of all bondage and servitude. is likewise to be
found in human nature.

Anarchism means freedom; socialism cannot destroy chains
or bondage.

I am an anarchist and a revolutionary myself, and I took
part in the activities of the revolutionary peoples of the
Ukrainc. The Ukrainians are a people who grasp
mstinctively the meaning of the anarchist ideas and who
act them out. They suffered incredible hardship. but have
never ceased to talk of their freedom and freedom in their
form of life. I often made tactical errors on this difficult
path as I was often weak and unable to make judgements.
But because I correctly understood the goal towards which
[ and my brothers were working and, I was able to observe
the effect of living anarchism during the struggle for freedom
and independence. I remain convinced on the grounds of
my practical fighting experience that anarchism is as

anarchisms
Sfundamental
trait, the
negation of
all bondage
and
servitude.

NESTOR MAKHNO

The free,
non-
governed
society aims
to embellish
life with its
intellectual
and manual
work.

his right to boundless development, it fights against all the

evils and injustices that are inherent in governments.

The free, non-governed society aims to embellish life with

its intellectual and manual work. It will have as its resources

all that nature gave man as well as nature’s own

incxhaustible riches; it makes man drunk with the beauty

of the earth and exhilarated by his own, self-made freedom.

Anarchist Commmnism will let man develop his creative

independence in all directions; its adherents will be free

and happy with life, guided by brotherly work and

reciprocity. They will need no prisons, hangmen, spies or
agents, which are products of the bourgeoisie and socialists,

for they will have no need of the idiot robber and murderer
that is the State. Prepare yourselves, brother, to create this

society! Prepare organisations and ideas! Remember that
your organisations must be safe from attack. The enemy of
vour freedom is the State, personified in five figures:

. The property owner

. The lover of war

. The judge

. The priest

. Acader s who distort the truth about man.

These last make up “Historical Laws”™ and “Judiciary
Norms”, and scribble slickly in order to get money; they
are busy all the time trying to prove the rightfulness of the
first four’s claims to power that degrades human hfe.

The enemy is strong. For millennia he has spent his time
accumulating experience in robbery, violence, expropriation
and murder. He underwent an inner crisis and is now busy
changing his outward aspect, but he is only doing this
because his life has been threatened with the new, emerging
knowledge. This new knowledge is waking man up from
his long sleep. frecing him from prejudices implanted by
the five, giving him a weapon to fight for his true socicty.
This change in the outer appearance of our enemy can be
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THE ANARCHIST REVOLUTION

The free man, on the other hand, has thrown away the
trammels of the past together with its lies and brutality, He
has buried the rotten corpse of slavery and the notion that
the past is better. Man has already partially liberated himself
from the fog of lics and brutality which enslaved him from
the day of his birth, from the worship of the bayonet, money,
legality and hypocritical science.

While man frees himself from this insult he understands
himself better, and once he has understood himself, the book
of his life is opened to him. In it he immediately sees that
his former life was nothing but loathsome slavery and that
this framework of slavery has conspired to stifle all his
innate good qualities. He sees that this life has turned him
into a beast of burden, a slave for some or a master over
others; or into a fool who tears down and tramples on all
that is noble in man when ordered to do so. But when
freedom awakes in man, it trecads all artificialities into the
dust and all that stands in the way of independent creativity.
This is how man moves in his process of development. In
former times he moved in spans of a generation or so, but
now the process is moving year by vear; man does not wish
to be an academic mouthpiece of the rule over others or to
tolerate the rule of others over himself. Once man is frec
from earthly and “heavenly” gods, free from “good manners™
and from “morality” which depends on these Gods. he lifts
up his voice and struggles against the enslavement of
mankind and the distortion of his nature.

This man of protest, who has fully grasped his identity and
who now sees with his eyes fully open, who now thirsts for
freedom and totality, now creates groups of free men welded
together by the ideal and by the action. Whoever comes
into contact with these groups will cast off his status of
lackey and will free himself from the idiot domination of
others over him. Any ordinary man who comes from the
plough, the factory, the bench of the university or from the

when
Sfreedom
awakes in
man it
treads all
artificialities
into the dust

NESTOR MAKHNO

To the
Bolsheviks
and
socialists we
say: “Shame!
Dishonour!..
You've
turned
yourselves
into
bourgeois.”

and Tiflis. But the socialists as well as the Bolsheviks had
(and still have) a widely dispersed party membership and a
well-distributed network of professional killers. It must be
added that besides these professional killers they also hired
people from our own ranks. With the help of these people
they managed to nip the people’s freedom in the bud. And
they did a good job. The Spanish Inquisition would have
gone green with envy.

We now know the real truths behind government. To the
Bolsheviks and socialists we say: “Shame! Dishonour! You
talked such a lot about the terror of the bourgeoisie and
you took the side of revolution with great zeal. But now
you're in power you show yourself the same old fools, the
same lackeys of the bourgeoisie and slaves of their methods.
You’ve turned yourselves into bourgeois.” Looking at the
experiences of bolshevist communism during recent years,
the bourgeois know perfectly well that this particular brand
of socialism can never manage without using their methods
or without hiring them in person. It knows that the
exploitation and suppression of the working majority is
inherent in this system, that the vicious life of sloth is not
cast aside in socialism but that it merely masquerades under
another nan.. Fofore spreading and taking root again.
Thus 1s the Truth! You've only got to look at the bolshevik
vandals and their monopoly over the people’s revolutionary
conguests! Look at their spies, their police, their laws,
prisons, jailers and their armies of bailiffs. The “Red” Army
1s only the old army under a new name.

Liberalism, socialism, Bolshevism; they are three brothers
who go their different ways to grab power over man. This
power is used to block man’s advance towards self-
realisation and independence.

11



L

A[[®101 21 SUOIIOIPRIIUOD ISIY} 1By} areme aIe Koy
yBnoyye puy ‘SUONOIPEIUOO S) [[¢ qim dIysuonejar JAT[S
J11sep oY 28eAfes 01 Suidn) 21050101} a1e 434 | “paSueyoun
Aj[enuossa 21monns s3 FUIAB] I[IYM “UOHUSAUT UMO
1973 Jo 250y} M dfru s10afmoq jo soureu oy Suiddems
Asnq a1e ‘syradysfog 9yl Furpnoul ‘suUOCHBUTWOUIP
[e JO SISIBID0S-01elS ) Ing "SI} JNOQE YURL) AIE SEI] J8
510081004 oY | "WISIYOITUE JO BIPI 3T} iim jasdn ApySu are
‘SBuim 19| pue U JO Yoq SIS ‘Seudsy IS, ;, SIOPEI]
Teonod,, Jo dnoig yyiojs sty yim uostredwod ut Furyiou
suow[Iw Jo sparpuny FuLoqunu SSew € Se 10 [enplAlpul
ue se uew si Ay [Ajuewing [[@ jJO SISP[NOYS 24} uo
Sunyis opigm dn 31 2A1] oym udw Jo dnoad e/ ~100§,, sting
A1100g ST 21E1S SYI TEY) IPAIMOY POADIIq AIIPIM ST I [
1€ 1STX2 JOU SO0P ) ‘SULId) UBWINy U] oSN pasijeuosiad-op
Apwpduios sey 4191008 JB1) ABS pue Joyuny 08 pinod suQ
‘s 3 “drysuoneal 2A.[S/IASEA] 4y Jo uoneasasald o
10§ INQ JJ9SH 10 SAI[ 10U S0P AJII00S ‘PHOM UIIPOW Y} U]
‘AN[eda) [2101 UT I5AAN]

‘A[edop-twos 10 AJ[eSs[[I AJuO 910J2197) SISIXO WISIDIRUY
‘A121008 wropow ur 3dusnfur yo azos Juneinddas oy
JO SSOUSIBME SIY PUR SSoURIEMe-J[os s, uew yum dn punog
21030101 ST “Sulaq [EIOOS ® SB pUR [ENPIAIPUT U SB UPW
10J 9JI] PAMaURI © Jo Sumjord) oY) “WSIYOILUE JO BIAPI A,
"AJANEIO pUE WOPaRY) JO

afessow sy “Kyumd sy pue Aurepd sy gy doop si sasruBoa1
UBW 221} 29U} ‘uow Aq PIJBUIMIISSIP pue paje[IUIIsse
S1 WSIYOIBUE JO [BOPI 9y} MOY SI SIY] AIBUOLN[OASI PUE
ISTDIBUR SNOISUOD B SUI002q [[IM 2y ‘UI0q S1 ATunumiod
uewny 221 ‘mau © yorgm ydnoryy Aijevosiad sig ur
sjuawaje aind 2 210§ 213 03 STULIQ URW SB UOOS S "AIAI00S
wiapour jo diysuonejos aAR|S/i01sejy 9y ‘Alfeuosiad
STy Jo syy3u ayy Jsurede oF yorym Seap! [PIOGILE [[e Aeme
MOIT] [[TM 9 “Ajrpeuosiad ann ST SISA0OUN UM S “AJAR[S
JO uouEpRISIP Ay} ASTUF0RI [[IM “OTWIPBIT A3 JO YOUdG

paduvyoun
Ajorpuassa
24mponas sp
Jutavay aprym
uonuaaul
Umo

412y Jo asouyy
Y apnd
s10234noq

Jo sawvu
ay) Surddoms
dsng

241 suoy
-DUNUOUIP
1w Jo sist
-|p1008-3101§
s ng

ONHAVIN MO.LSIN

apdoad

1) 03 spuvj
12y} 4240
Sutpuvy

Aq puv
$2142]SDUOU
puv
spdoppun]
Sut
-pradoadxs
Aq ysto nayy
passadxa
oy

* wopaaif
010} SpaDMO}
W40 0}
undaq doyp

01

AQTY] ‘MODSOJA ‘prISonsd Ul saundal Mau U} se [[dM se pjo
o) Aq uodn padIewal sem J] JUTeD|() Y} Ul pue BLAqIS
U1 ‘Tern) 9 ur o[qeoonou Ajfedodss sem Ayjanoe Aqiedy
sty [ “1omod Jo A501p1 1) pue spuUNLIA0S pue saysered e
N0 MOIY) PINOYS TBY) ADIO0S 39 ‘MIU B 10} SUOTIEPUNO]
oy Suidef 10ey ur a1dm ajdoad 2y ‘oroymasd pue
81nqgs12194 1S ‘AOPHIRYY ‘AdTY Ul N0 Jumlis SJUSUILAA0T
2I0M 210U} JBY) QTEMEBUN 2SIN0D JO 21am afdoad agy Ajanoe
siq) ut pafeSuo arom Aoy opym puy "sofe[jia pue sumo)l
USOMI3q SUOSTEI] 2JE2I0 0) opewl 21om sjdweny “waq) w
POSHOM oYM 2SO0} AQ JOAO UDNET) 2IIM SISSIUISNQ JAYI0 pue
sassaId ‘SHIOM ‘SILI0JOE] SIUNAWOS “INOQR| PAITY INOILM
1 jeAnno 0} paysim oym ajdoad 2t 01 spuef Jiag) 13A0
Surpuey Aq pue saudjseuow pue spiojpue| Suneudoidxa
AQ ysim siy) possordxa Aoy ‘wopoaly [el0) spiemol
siom 01 ueSaq Aoy “uonoeal W0l paayy Affensed SaA[swo)
1oy eissny 1sues ] dn opew 1ey) sassew Junprom oy usyp
‘L161 12q010() pue ATenIqd] JO SUONNIOATY UISSTY o3
Fmaq ajdurexa sNOIAQO 1S0UI AN} DAOQE PAUIPINO SHEN) )
MOUS [[im sossew ot it SmFFeap opiym Aouepusose [esnrjod
I9Y10 Yo' YUM 9[33nas SISTUNWLICO-01B}S PUE SISIRIJ0S
oy “a151098IM0q Y} YOIYM Wl UONNjoAdl [eatjod Auy

'spoyglawL
119} Jo 9sned2aq poridop 10w e SISIEINOS Ay} Ing
‘paaeidap are spoe ylog “Axeyou Aq wny [y Jo doofs siy
ur wry offuens pue dn docrd [IIM STUSWISA0T ISTUNWIWIOD
-Y1A3ys[oq 10 Isieidos ‘smofed ay) uo dn AreuonnjoAas
e sFuins JuswuIaA0d s10951noq e 2y uoissaiddo
$1008100q JO SOIURYOAUI 2} O} SINOJAI SJ Ul [eurFuioun
U2Ad s1 31 10§ Jisicagdinog 9y} Jo ey uey) popesSop asow
SI SYIASYS[Og pUe S)SI[EI00S 3} JO SJNI I SIHILOW {ons
1V ‘UIQISTP Y1 OJuI SeIpI 9SIY) UMOIY) 20uls Fuof a8In0o
JO sey JUAWIWIdAOF oY - WISTUNWWO), pue  WSIRI0S,
JO awreu oY) ur wWoY) sioyynq pue Ayprqisuodsair jo
AS10 ue w woyy uodn s[[ey WAUNLIAACS o 0F “UoneuSIPUI

NOILNTOATY ISTHOMVNY HHL



THE ANARCHIST REVOLUTION

irreconcilable with their professed ideals, they nevertheless
uphold them in order to forestall the putting into practice
of Anarchist Communism. In their programmes, the State-
socialists said that man must be allowed to free himself
“socially”. But of man’s spiritual freedom, of his human
freedom, no word was spoken. Instead, they are now making
sure that such a liberation of man o_.;maa &o_._. tutelage
cannot be carried through. “Liberation” under the
management of any government or political moﬂ.cv|$&B ]
that got to do with freedom? The bourgeois, who never
applies himself to the task of making anything beautiful or
useful, says to the worker: “Once a slave, always a slave.
We cannot reform social life because we’ve got too much
capital in industry and in agriculture. Besides, modem life
is pleasant for us; all the kings, presidents and their
governments cater for our wishes and bow before us. The
slaves are their responsibility.” Or he says: “The life of our
modern society is full of great promises!”

“No, no!” scream the bourgeots socialists and communists.
“We disagree!!” Then they rush to the workers, marshal
them into parties, and call on them to rebel as follows:
“Drive out the bourgeois from their positions and hand their
power over to us. We will work for you. We will liberate
you.”

So the workers, whose hatred of government is even greater
then their hatred of parasites, rise up in revolution to destroy
the machinery of power and its representatives. But either
because of clumsiness or naivety, they allow socialism to
come to power. This is how the communists got into power
in Russia. These communists are the real dregs of mankind.
They tear down and shoot innocent people and hang liberty:
they shoot men exactly as the bourgeois did. They shoot
men who think differently to them i order to subjugate all
to their power, in order to throttle the spirit of freedom and
creativity in mankind, in order to enslave him to the throne

then they
rush to the
workers,
marshal
them into
parties, and
call on them
to rebel
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and man
only flares
up briefly to
contest his
rights before
sinking
down again
under the
burden of
authority

and despair

of government they have just taken over. They hire guards
for themselves and killers for dealing with free men. Under
the weight of the chains made by the new “Workers’
Republic” in Russia, man groans and sighs as he did under
bourgeois rule. Elsewhere, man is groaning under the yoke
of the bourgeoisie or under that of the bourgeois socialist.
The hangmen, both old and new, are strong. Their methods
of kesping pewer are efficient. They have mastered the art
om tactical suppression of opposition, and man only flares
up briefly to contest his rights before sinking down again
under the burden of authority and despair. He drops his
hands as the noose is thrown around his neck again, shutting
his eyes like a slave before the gleeful hangman.
From these unfolding vistas of human misery and from
personal misery, man must forge convictions, call other men
his brothers, and fight for freedom. Man is only free if he is
prepared to kill every hangman and every power magnate if
they do not wish to stop their shameful tasks. He is only
free if he does not put a prime on changing his government
and is not led astray by the “Workers’ Republic” of the
Bolsheviks. He must vouch for the establishment of a truly
free society | ased on personal responsibility, the only really
free society. ri.. pronouncement on the State must be onc
of total destruction: “No. This must not be. To rebellion!
Rise up, brothers, against all government, destroy the power
of the bourgeoisie and do not allow the socialists and
bolshevik government to come to life! Destroy all authority
and drive out its representatives!”
There are even moments when the authority of the socialists
and communists is worse than the bourgecis, for they tear
down their own ideas and trample on them. After fumbling
about in secret for the keys to bourgeois government, the
communists become guilty and furtive; they do not want
the masses to see what they are doing, so they lic and cheat
and deceive. If the masses notice this, they seethe with



