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COc ·i, the fj. b(; of modcrn indu ~.)t r =T , 0, I'l'ifr~ thl'out..,h 
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Coal , the black dia mond , to cether with iron , a re 

the lJa ses of mod,ern industry . .d.na tion' s coa l sU~l)ly mea sures 

today tha t na tion ' s cha nce for success in the interna tional 

stru )L le for industri :l l su~).remecy . Vihere does this coa l come 

from? ~ow doe s it devolo}? The anthra cite reg ion of ~enn­

sylv~n i a can g ive us the answers . 

Thj.s huge Hla ~)Tcr c, .. ke tT covers eigll.t counties a nd 

ne8rly five hundred squa re mile~ . There dre fourte6n 

s e ~ r 3 te l a yers of this ha rd , b13 ck substa nce which ha s been 

develol-ing for nea rly two hundrec~ Ctnd fiftJT ~Te t- jrs . il il.1.i on YC rd . 

J a ck then , human beings cOllld not ha ve Ii v ea, for 

the atmos~h£re conta inea so much car bonic ~as tha t it would 

h3 vc be en 0 isonous to human be ings . Only grc:: t sc~ l~T tr'ees 

and 1. ern-like .Ulonts filled the sv,arJ'l:-;;:: Yv i th 8. thick tangled 

browth . This veget~ tion , Dy being · Itcrn~tely flo ode d ~ith 

sunshine e nd drsl1che d ',-' i t h Vl' rtL r :::: lDS, v/....,: changed into V~j. 0t 

Ql.13 n tit i f s 0 f c 8. r bon - - thE en 1. e f e 1 c n. en t 0 f 0 0 a. 1, • 

Tnen ca lle 8 time when the e8rth ' s surfa ce Wb S de -

pressed . Over the be~ of deca yed vese t 3 tion flowed the ocean 

brinbing rocks and s., nd . Volcanoes blew clouds of dust a nd 

ash into the 8 ir to settle slowl y on Ie nel [l, nd wa ter . .;).11 of 

these de~osit8 formed layers whi ch hs rdened into slate and 

s ~ ndstone . Thus was formed the first layer of the gi gantic 

cake coverin ' =astern } ennsylvania . 
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Fourteen times the ba~E J.LOC6b8 ha~Lened . iorest 

~rfW , died and \ve1'8 Duricd yl,'h11e thE: l:: ,rth VJtJ.0 st ill ;yollng . 

Ii' hen t 1"1 e E ,. r t 11 T S S UL i i:i eel) Ega n to con t r 3. C t ~j n d t his 

rELion VI 1 d twisted_ ,-,nel c.curnblf· c1 . ,;orl. inL; c'.nc1 iolLing , the 

~.) ins rose boys the: ....-103 in.J . ~hc 00<"1.1 uraL , n( le1 undor 

t e r l' iii C 1.) l' E ... ) G ur c, "\' C l' e fl t ... t ten c d 8 n c1 f.l.'.:j C t tJ.L e d • T 1 C 11 e Cl t 

bec. til hGrCEr ::~n6 11: rder forLin€,; anthrcci te . 

~ :. ~{f n .1; ,1 _ c E • 

J E c: r ; _, 2- 0 • \ b r 0 ',·T nco ~- lor 1 i [, nit c t L'l t ,) llr 11 b V~ i t haG () G t :7 

fl<:3rM: cnd a 'Jtr011[ oc~or is of this 1: criod . It is eztf11:sively 

Lin E' d i 11 11 0 r t h Gel' lLk.. 11;y 1,} hE' rE b e eGO f s E'V C 11 t 37 f i VEt 0 0 11 e 

hundred ~nf fifty feet thick are kno~n . 

ThE firQt rfC0rd of the Udf of coal dJteb b ck to 

three flu.Ddr! cl ~TE~I .C:;:) uE,iore e;hrist whEn .:, Greek l:--flilos0.1."her 

n~~ >:ec Theo;l.l:1l'\3.0tus -,Irote <:1 bOllt blv.clr stone.::;, \:hioh uurned 

which &nthrGcitc i~ derived . 

The ear l y :]omanb disc over eO. tne (; O_t 1 i ielets 0 f fn£,lD.nd 
\" 
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