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Five Cents

A Lesson from Russia

By H. M. WICKS

Since November 7, 1917, innumerable journalists, prosti-
tuted to capitalism, have devoted their entire time to denun-
ciation and misrepresentation of the Russian revolution. The
columns of the Morganized press fairly reeked with word pic-
tures of the horrors alleged to have been perpetrated upon the
Russian masses by the inhuman and blood-thirsty revnlution-
ists.

Time and again the stories of Bolshevik atrocities have
been exposed as infamous lies, yet that fact is not of the slight-
est concern to the yellow press, which brazenly and persistent-
ly repeats in both news and editorial columns the exploded
lies. Even this anvil chorus is evidently not producipg the
desired results as the capitalist class has now resorted to
whole page advertisements alleged to be comparisons of the
conditions. of the Russian people with the condition of the
American workingman.

The Chicago Daily Journal carries a full page advertise-

ment containing a cartoon under the caption, “Russia Offers
a Great Industrial Lesson,” wherein is portrayed an American
worker, his wife and child, sitting at ease in front of their
home; the vines are twining around the door and flowers are
nodding upon the curb beyond the sidewalk—a picture of
happiness and contentment. In the distance can be seen in-
numerable industrial establishments with smoke pouring from
the stacks, denoting peaceful production.
. Then we are revolted at the alleged Russian cornditions
portrayed below. Instead of peace and contentment there is
murder, pillaging, rapine. Hundreds of infuriated beasts are
geen plying the torch to industrial establishments; others are
assassinating women and children; women are weeping over
the bodies of their dead husbands; children are torn from their
terrified mothers’ breasts and hurled upon the earth run red
with human blood. Beneath this picture is the sinister warn-
ing: “Let Russia’s Plight be a Warning to You.” Then fol-
lows this screed:

“Torn apart by internal dissention and strife, Russia stands conspic-
nously before the world, helpless as an orphaned child.

“Deficient in education, lacking leadership in whom her suspecting
millions can trust, Russia is a pitiable example of the vicissitudes of war.

“Contrast America’s busy factories with the idle workshops of Rus-
sja. From the smokestacks of American factories curls the smoke

- of peace and enterprise, while inside contented laborers are bending hap-
pily to their daily task, working shoulder to shoulder with capital.

“The chimneys of Russian workshops are smokeless. Their interiors

_are desolate, Their wallz are crumbling and forbidding. while frenzied
mobs burn with torch and wantonly kill.

“Contrast again the lack of government and governmantal restraint
and encouragement with Bolshevism.

“Contrast the housed Amcrican workmen with the homeless hordes
of starving Russians.

“The great fundamental principle of American government, which
inspires initiative in the individual, has proved to be the sound basis for
social, industrial and political freedom and progress.

“Jt has made the United States the strongest monetary and indus-
trial force in the world.

“On the eve of rconstruction and readjustment we all must do our
part in co-operation and vation, in order to increase pi {
- the wheels of industry will move {aster than ever
{ a cog, and Labor and C ital will b

‘unemployment. Already the slave market is overcro

ment. Most American workers know only too well from sad
experience that the picture of contentment and happiness is
a deliberate exaggeration, to say the least.

Let us briefly review the high lights of the industrial con-
ditions in the United States for the past five and a half years.
In the winter of 1913-1914 hundreds of thousands of workers
were upon the streets idle. Industry was disorganized; the
summer of 1914 saw ever larger numbers thrown into the
ranks of the unemployed. The conflagration in old Europe
came as the savior of capitalist industry in the United States.
The sudden demands of the governments of Europe for ma-
terial—ammunition, food, clothing, etc.—with which to carry
on the mass slaughter stimulated American industry to an ex-
tent never before known and completely absozrbed the army
of unemployed.

Establishments that had been used for normal capitalist
production were converted into war industries between 1914
and 1917. In fact, the industries of the United States during
1915 and 1916 were just as much a part of the Allied military
machine as was the British army. It was clearly apparent
that the United States government would be compelled to enter
the war on the part of the Allies in order to protect the mter-
ests of the ruling class. With the entrance of this country
into the war as a military factor industries were stimulated
to an extent hardly conceivable a few years before. The se-
lective draft withdrew huncreds of thourands of men from
the industries and the demand for labor power was so great
that countless thousands of women donned overalls and en-
gaged in branches of industry formerly considered the exclu-
sive sphere of men.

The unemployment problem of 1913-1914 caused numerous
reformers, including persons prominent in the gso-called So-
cialist party, to advocate legislative reforms guaranteeing
every adult male “the right to work.” This utopian idea was
not realized at that time as the army of unemployed is insep-
arable from normal capitalist production; but in 1918 the
United States government placed the famous “work or fight”
Jaw upon the statute books, granting the utopians their “right
to work” with a vengeance. Numerous state legislatures and
city councils, with an industrial constituency, went a step fur-
ther and prescribed long terms of imprisonment for those un-
able to enter the army and who refused to engage in “‘essential
work.” Men were recruited by the tens of thousands from
the farms of the Middle West and the rural districts of the
East for the war industries. Every arms and ammunition fac-
tory, every shipyard operated both day and night; still the
demand for materials was not met.

Then on November 11, 1918, came the signing of the
armistice and the speedy demobilization of the jndustrial
army. Men were discharged from industries even faster than
they were recruited. They are returning to their former pur-
guits only to find no demand for their labor power.

W ith the collapse of the war we are again confronted with

nds upon thousands of idle men crowd
cities. The war indus



~ sult to his alleged intelligence.
The confusion, hesitancy and anarchy
_ of this society as it approaches destruc-
tion is visibly reflected in the amusement
world. Unable to cope with the vital
problems that confront the world today,
this institution with the class it serves,
sinks into idiocy. As a substitute for
jingoism in the amusement world we
now have “jazz music” and “shimmy
dances”’ These barbarisms could only
originate in a degenerate society. From
the vile dens of the degenerate Turks
adventurous showmen used to secure
*  “hootchie-kootchie” dancers for the pur-
pose of cajoling the dimes out of the
pockets of the rural population of the
country. These exhibitions were usually
concealed in alleys behind circus tents
and were considered indecent. Today,
however, the musical comedy or vaude-
ville performance without its shimmy-

onial shipwrecks
in love with a man

ege an instrument of
a and we were assaulted with

nessmg artificiality eclipsed in stupid-
ity anything ever previously attempted.
Any hack writer could write a war play
his intellect was of thal unde-
type compatible with capitalist
1. No matter how senseless the
how atrocious the barnstorming
( a liberal flag waving, in-

Alexander Stocklitsky, translator-sec-
retary of the Russian Federation, was
arrested at Detroit, Michigan, on Friday,
August 1st, as he was entering the House
of the Masses to deliver a lecture. He
was surrounded by a dozen police and
detectives and without any explanation
hurried into a waiting automobile and
taken to a police station. The privilege
of consulting a lawyer was denied him.
The arresting party had no warrant, but
after a few hours Stoklitsky was in-
formed there was a presidential war-
rant ‘“somewhere” for him and that he
was charged with violation of the immi-
gration act; or in other words considered
an “undesirable alien.”

He was searched at the first police
station and then during the night was
transferred a number of times from one
station to another. The authorities were
evidently afraid some effort would be

- made to secure his release and were de-
termined to hold him as long as possible.
None of his ass

anything important to say
v ecause of a commer-

h{beenduh%o" troyed.

1t is only in a new society, freed from
the fetters of class rule, that intellectua)
advancement can take place. Play.
wrights of the future will not exist by
prostitution to a ruling class, but wil|
truthfully depict life as it really is.

Sometime within the next decade some
playwright, as yet unknown, will write
a war play and use for his topic the
saturnalia of agony and ashes and blood-
shed from which we have just emerged,
wherein will be depicted the real incen-
tives and issues involved. Then will be
laid bare the sordid motives of capitalist
imperialism which plunged the workers
of the world at each others throats and
the words “making the world safe for
democracy” will be the signal for con-
temptuous and derisive laughter.

The proletarian revolution comes, not
only as the emancipator of the worker,
bui as the saviour of human society.—
H. M. W.

Czarizm in America

When it was apparent that he could
furnish bail the Detroit officials evident-
ly wired Chicago officials, as both Stok-
litsky’s home and office in Chicago were
raided Monday afternoon and all his
personal papers and correspondence,
even pictures, were taken.

The principal charge against him
seems to be that he is active in the or-
ganization work of the Communist Party
of America, and those familiar with the
tactics of the immigration authorities
realize that a strenuous effort will be
made to deport him to the land of Kol
chak. The United States government i
using this tactic to rid itself of some of
its political enemies, and every o i
connected with the government knows
that deportation of a man like its
to the territory controlled by the Czarish
Kolchak, means the firing squad.

It is the same tactic used by this go¥v-
ernment in the deportation of the hin-
doos to India. The British war lords bave
executed every Hindoo-who has been de-
ported from this country that we have
any record of. The same tactic is




L een organized,
rmation. Some are discuss-
themselves with the new party,
“‘Do not hesitate; let there be
at once upon practical construc-
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ization work.”
onvention of the Communist Party ¢f America
cago, Ill.,, on Monday, September 1, at 9
ranches, Locals and State organizations concurring
or the organization of the Communist Party are
 representation at this convention. The basis of rep-
tation shall be one delegate for each organization and
dditional delegate for each additional 500 members or
_portion thereof. Each Language Federation shall be
t to one fraternal delegate at the convention. In in-
ces where states concur in the call, they shall send dele-
s as states. In other states, Locals and branches mey send
“delegates as such. In cases where a portion of a Local concurs
the call, such portion of a Local shall be entitled to a dele-
gate.

In order that all delegates may have uniform credentials,
‘we are printing the following credential form, which should
be used by secretaries in making out credentials for delegates.
The secretary will also please furnish the information indi-
cated.

DELEGATE'S CREDENTIAL
COMMUNIST PARTY CONVENTION
Chicago, Ill., Sept. 1, 1919

PRte e L s
THIS IS TO CERTIFY that Comrade (name).....................

has been elected to represent (name and address of the or-
ganization)

‘Number of Members

(Seal)
: State 3

The Secretary is requested to furnish th
formation:
Name or Local or Branch

Tlmé and place of meeting

!{p@ea and address of officers

...........

retary National Organization Committee. Do not delay, It
is better to ask uestions now and lmeon!udo:::m 1 .
taries are requested to immediately communicate with the
National Secretary, informing him of the number of delegates
elected, so that arrangements may be made to secure accommo-
dations for them while in Chicago.

Financing the Convention

Organizations sending delegates will be assessed $50 for
each delegate. This fund will be applied to equalize the
railroad fare of all delegates to the convention. Organiza-
tions having less than 250 members, and which are unable to
pay this amount, are urged to scnd delegates. _A special
fund will be created to defray their traveling expenses. Ex-
penses other than railroad fares will be paid by the organiza-
tion sending delegates. In the event that delegates are not
provided with funds, the National Organization will provide
rooms and meals.

Do not fail to be represented at this historical convention.
All delegates, either directly or through Local Secretaries,
are requested to communicate with the National Organization
Committee immediately following their election. Uniform
credential blanks will be furnished by the Committee.

Special Convention Fund

To assist those organizations which are unable to meet
the expense of sending delegates to the Communist Convention
a special convention fund has been created. Individuals and
organizations are urged to contribute to this fund to the end
that the convention shall be thoroughly representative, and
that no group shall fail to be heard because of its lack of
finances.

How to Organize a Communist Local

Take the initiative in your locality, call a meeting and form
your branch organization; proceed immediately to elect dele-
gates to a preliminary conference composed of delegates rep-
resenting each fifty members or fraction thereof. This city
conference shall elect a local executive committee of not less
than seven members. From the members of this executive
committee elect a secretary, organizer, literature agent and
financial secratary. As soon as the organization is completed,
communicate immediately with the secretary of the National
Organization Committee.

Application for Membership
COMMUNIST PARTY OF AMERICA
dersigned, recognizing the necessit for the organization
of & éotr‘r:xen?xrr:isetr?“g:ty in conformity with the cnﬁ issued for a conven-
tion to be held in the city of Chicago, Monday, September 1st, 1919,
hereby make application for membership in said =

Name KR
Address ..
Age. it e Occupation
s BT}JI?:?:H;;; of organization and period of membership)
Admitted.. .o 1919, Local or Branch

Secretary.

Organization Fund

The National Organization Committee has inaugurated a
country-wide campaign of agitation, education and organiza-
tion. Funds are needed to place speakers and organizers in
the field. Several comrades are ready to start out on this nec-
essary work, and the scope of their activities depends entirely

upon your liberality.
¢ Inyaending contributions, make checks and money orders
payable to J. V. Stilson, Treasurer, and designate the use you
wish the Committee to make of the money.
Supplies :
Temporary charters, application
dues stamps and other supplies may

tional Organization Committee. Bran
crations suspended from the Socialist
plics and dues stamps throug eir

ﬁ\l
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IMPERIALIST HOPES VANISH

ied imperialism, after combining diplomatic deceit with
lf-hearted and underhanded attempt to crush the Russian
rev,orltipn,‘ finally threw all its resources behind the Russian
archist, Kolchak. The recognition -of this former czarist
: mpted the remark from Leon Trotsky that Kalchak would
~ have to put the crown on his head in a Siberian forest, instead
of at Omsk, recognized by the Allies as the “seat of the Rus-
sian government.” History will vindicate Trotsky’s prophecy.
~ Omsk is becoming a dangerous place for the Czarist ad-
‘miral of the “land forces” to inhabit and his greatest concern
at the present moment seems his personal safety. As the New
York Russian paper, Novy Mir, has observed, “The museum
of Russian counter revolution will soon be enriched by one
more political mummy.” After Korlinoff, Krasnoff—after
Krasnoff, Skoropadsky—after Skoropadsky, Kolchak.

The final blow to Kolchak is at the same time the final
blow to the intrigues of the allied imperialists. Until recently
the Allies have had hopes of keeping the fires of reaction
burning in the Omsk region, but the reptile press of the im-
perialists is compelled to record the barely controlled out-
bursts of discontent that constantly threaten the collapse of
the Kolchak venture. Combined with the distressing news of
the military. defeat of Kolchak and the spread of revolutionary
sentiments among the men composing his army the financial
capitalists are confronted with the demands on the part of all
sections of the English liberals for withdrawal of troops from
Russia. Only a few days ago the British ex-premier, Asquith,
recognized as the spokesman of the right wing of the British
liberals, delivered a speech against intervention in Russia.
The liberals of the left, whose most efficient journalistic
spokesman is the Manchester Guardian, have long since spok-

‘en in no uncertain terms against intervention. The position
of British labor in opposition to intervention in Russia is well
known. This development leaves the British conservatives
‘alone in Britain upholding the policy of intervention. It
‘should by no means be implied that the liberals are in favor
of the Soviet government. It simply means the more far-
ghted elements have realized the futility of -armed interven-
n. Simultaneous with the changed attitude of Asquith

imes from the Archangle front that the entire Eur-
ia is in the hands of the Bolsheviki and that no
»m is possible. The Parliament’s correspondent
ways acquainted with the trend of thought
mons, reports that the anti-interventionist
y gaining in strength.

itish government are endeavoring
\ reat from a very untenable
d i

1d to t and’s peace”
Litovsk., But over the heads of the German imp

life was compelled to

revolutionary challenge was sent to the wo?kjng.d o
many. From the diplomatic conference .thh the spokesme,
of the Allies the shallowness of imperialist statemanship wi
be exposed to the view of the workers of the Allied county;

From that conference will again emanate the old cal] fo;
workers of all countries to unite against their oppressors, byt
not in the nature of a challenge to capitalism 8o much ag ,
call to the final conflict.

To the victor shall go the spoils; and the victor in thiy
conflict will be the revolutionary proletariat of the entire
world under the invincible banner of the Third Internationale,

THROTTLING AN INTERMATIONAL STRIKE

The failure of the international strike scheduled to take
place in England, France and Italy on July 21st as a protest
against Allied intervention in Russia is one more damning
count in the indictment of the proletariat against the right
and centrist leaders. The strike did not give the desired re-
sults because it was not a general, but a partial strike.

The heads of the French Confederation of Labor, although
instructed by the membership to call a general strike, tabled
the orders because, forsooth, the bourgeois parliament had
expressed its distrust of one of the minor members of the
Clemenceau Cabinet. In their explanation of this act to the
proletariat of the world they professed to beleive that after
the repudiation of this member by parliament would come the
fall of Clemenceau and then “the day of the proletariat would
be at hand.” If the heads of the French Confederation of
Labor believed in the sincerity of the capitalistic parliament
they were sadly fooled and thereby prove their incompetence
as labor officials. The majority of the French Confederation
of Labor is composed of anarcho-syndicalists (enemies of par-
liamentarism), but they did precisely what every revolution-
ary socialist expects them to do in a crisis; align themselves
with the reformers in the ranks of the socialist parties, whose
tactics they profess to despise. These alleged opponents of
parliamentarism, rather than face the stern reality of partici-
pation in a test of proletarian strength resorted to the coward-
ly tactic of the pure and simple reformer by professing confi-
dence in the capitalist state. By refusing to participate in the
proletarian test of strength they played the role of traitors,
not only to the proletariat of Russia and Hungary, but to the
proletariat of their own country.

The same contemptible role was played by the labor lead:
ers of great Britain. In the issue of July 10th the Manchester
Guardian, organ of the Liberals, prints a letter from one
Benshtock, leader of the Russian Mensheviks, addressed to
thei tgentral Committe of the British Labor Party. This man
writes: ’ g
ok S e Al o b i he dsin of e A
Allies into Rus rw:hsnmoé‘mﬁo .‘m h.‘!,“ the i_ntgrve_ntlgl




-8ynd Fr, and th
abor fakirs of Great Britain
us foes of the revolutionary
ing the crisis which was called forth
ition to the advantage of the proletarian
[ Jgining the ranks of the workers’ army
nd their followers betray the working class,
ing th_e ignorance, or insufficient political enlight-
the proletariat of their own country to serve the
- 8 fitht‘ 'ctaspitalist class against the workers.
nese elements are to blame for the failur.
letarian demonstration on July 21st. R ]

CIVIL WAR IN POLAND

Fiom Poland, the land that Allied Imperialists so gra-
ciously appointed themselves mandatory for—with the gym-
nastic piano virtuoso, Paderewski, as the emissary who is to
carry out their criminal designs—comes ever louder rum-
blings of revolt. From the heavily censored bourgeois press
comes the information that the Polish parliament issued war-
rants for the entire Central Executive Committec of the Com-
munist Party and that the committee, along with members of
the Russian, Hungarian, Austrian and German Communist
parties have been arrested and imprisoned. The government
has also seized documents and money belonging to the im-
prisoned Communists. In all there have been 148 repre-
sentatives of the working class arrested in Warsaw.

The morning of the day the arrests were made four dis-
tinct demonstrations started in as many different parts of the
city. As the news of the demonstrations spread they merged
into one huge demonstration on Marshalkovska, the main
thoroughfare of the city. Over forty thousand workmen par-
ticipated in this mass demonstration. The white guards were
hurled against them and in a bloody battle, during which a
number were killed and many wounded, that demonstration
was suppressed. Undaunted by the defeat, the masses again
came together in other streets, again merging into one huge
demonstration, this time in front of the Theatre Place.

In the afternoon of the same day the workmen’s demon-
stration assumed uncontrollable proportions and the House of
Parliament was entirely surrounded and the army of the
white guards rendered powerless. The workers entered the
House of Parliament. The secretary of state and the president
of the House of Parliament (sejm) appeared before the work-
men and asked them to elect a committee to present their de-
mands. The committee was elected and demanded the release
of all prisoners in ten days, according to bourgeois press re-
ports. It is more than probable that the time specified was
much shorter than ten days.

It is plain that a revolutionary crisis is rapidly developing
in Poland that may at any moment usher in the Dictatorship
of the Proletariat.

WILSON AND RUSSIA
Occasionaliy men are thrown against an historical back-
ground that magnifies their personality; because of their posi-
tion they play a leading part in world history. These are the
“great men of history,” and because the same set of circum-
stances do not arise a second time it is difficult to demonstrate
that other men would under similar conditions have pre-
cisely the same thing. Because of this, the thoughtl {
apt to hold certain individuals responsible for
history. Such is not the case. Forces mort
r » move them like:»maniliins

council of nations. The Bolsheviki are ace
gg:;n:: tilnnoc:nt and defenseless people. We are tol oo
ets do not represent t! ity of the Russian
e p t the will of the majority of the Russia
: These excuses, however, are nothing mora fees s
plain “bunk.” The real reaso;l why the Sogviet gnv:rmll::n?::
Pot been recognized is because it is a government of the wo: -
ing. cl.ass as against the governments of the capitalist class.
This is the determining factor and all other considerations
are sub_ordinate. While the hue and cry of “a dictatorship by
{arie;;lls gais‘e(: against the Bolsheviki, these very people know
at the Soviet government is n
is any other government. o morehasd. oR eine

If this is not the case, then will Mr. Wi Lansing
exp.lain the recognition of the Finnish a;l‘:?t: r&‘;emment,
which is one of the most brutal military dictatorships the world
has ever seen? The Finnish Workers Government was the
lawfgl government of Finland but was overthrown by the
reactionary, pro-German White Government, and thousands
of workers were massacred. This government was recognized
by Wi]§on. although it is openly pro-German, an objection that
was raised against the Bolsheviki. The present government of
Finland has been brutal beyond description, and yet it is
deemed worthy of a welcome into the family of nations. We
cannot, then, arrive at any conclusion other than that the
avowed objections to the Soviet government are but a screen
of words behind which is concealed the real objection.

If one desires further proof he has but to consider the co-
operation between the government of the United States and
the monarchist, Admiral Kolchak. Here we have another de-
monstration of the fact that a government does not have to be
of the so-called democratic variety in order to secure recogni-
tion. But it must be avowedly capitalistic and guarantee to
preserve the status gpo of the robber class.

THE KETTLE CALLS THE POT BLACK

The last session of the international trade union congress
held recently at Amsterdam, Holland, was marked by a spir-
ited clash between Samuel Gompers, president of the Amer-
ican Federation of Labor, and Karl Legien, president of the
German Federation of Trade Unions. After Gompers had tried
to put over one of his pet reactionary schemes and had been
defeated by the European reactionaries Legion accused him
of “voting for the employers.”

The press despatches declare that Mr. Gompers was on
his feet and in a voice trembling with emotion and suppressed
indignation said:

« throw that remark back into your teeth and say that a man who
would vote to support Kaiserism in this war is the spokesman of

autocracy and militarism.” : : 2
Sammy and his *“‘voice trembling with emotion” is quite &

familiar spectacle at the A. F. of L. and other labor gather-
ings held in this country when someone tells the truth about
his activities as a servant of the employing class. All his croce-
dile tears will never wash away his record of infamy in the
labor movement.

We readily agree that Karl Legien acted as the servant of
the Kaiser and the imperialistic ambitions of the German

1h lass, but Samu should not belif
€]




a paper, which may be distributed
This paper will contain propaganda
in the regular edition of The Com-

nd can be furnished at the following prices: In lots of
5 or more, $4.00 per thousand, express collect; in lots of
1,000, $4.25 per thousand, express collect; 500, $2.25, ex-
press collect; less than 500, at the rate of 75 cents per hun-
dred, postage paid. Locals desiring to have one page of this
paper devoted to local news can secure information by writ-
ing the National Office.

THE GENERAL SITUATION

At the present moment all is chaos in the ranks of the
old Socialist Party and the Left Wing. Only one thing is def-
initely assured, and that is that the Communist Party Conven-
tion will be held September 1. Delegates at this convention
will represent more than fifty thousand organized Sociahsts
who have definitely and for all time severed their connection
with the Socialist Party and the Left Wing.

SPECIAL PROPAGANDA EDITION
A four-page paper containing only propaganda arti-
cles and editorials appearing in the regular edition of
The Communist will be furnished to Locals for free dis-
tribution at the following prices:
In lots of 5,000 or more ................ $4.00 per 1,000
In lots of 1,000 4.25 per 1,000
In lots of 6500 2.26 per 500
The above prices do not include express charges.
Quantities less than 500 will be furnished at the rate of
75 cents per 100, postage prepaid.

Send orders to
LITERATURE DEPARTMENT, COMMUNIST PARTY,
1219 Blue Island Ave., Chicago, Ill.

NOTE—The first issue of this prapaganda paper will contain
the matter which appears on pages 1, 4, 5 and 8 of this issue of The
Communist, and is ready for shipment immediately upon receipt of
your order. In snding order please state if you desire the same quan-
tity each week, or if the ordr is for one issue only.

Wage Slave Riots

Four-page leaflet reprinted from August 9th issue of
The Communist. Help dispel the race hatred between
the workers by giving this leaflet wide circulation.

Per thousand, prepaid..........cccoceeescceeeninsneieinnins $2.60

Send orders to

LITERATURE DEPARTMENT, COMMUNIST PARTY,
1219 Blue Island Ave., Chicago, Ill.

FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

SOCIALISM DEBATED
is E. Batt vs. H. H. Nimmo,

page pamphlet containing a debate which
stroit Saturday Night, Feb. 15 to May
gocialism are discussed. We have
e on hand. While they last

Alexander Stoklitsky,
1221 Blue Island Avenue,

Chicago, Illinois.

Dear Comrade Stoklitsky: _

Our “left wing'’ state convention of Connecticut at ity
sion was under the assupmtion that unity between the Na.
tional Organization and National Council would be
at your conference in New York. Our resolution in regard ¢,
dealing with the National Council, however, was headlineq
with “If unity is restored.”

In view of the fact that no unity has as yet been
our State Executive Committe at its last session decided that
we answer the call of the National Organization for a Com.
munist Convention in Chicago on September 1, and that oyr
delegates be instructed to act accordingly.

We have about 2,000 left wing members in the State of
Connecticut and we have decided that we send four dele.
gates to the Communist Convention. The referendum for the
same is now going on. Please notify me of all your plans with
respect to financing the convention and organization work,
If you have issued a convention stamp send me a thousand
(1,000) of them.

Yours for Communism,
(Signed) H. I. COSTRELL,
State Secretary, Left Wing Section
of the Socialist Party of Connecticut.

Milwaukee, Wisconsin,
August 5th, 1919.

D. E: Batt, Secretary,

National Organization Commitee.

Dear Comrade:

At a regular meeting of delegates from eight Foreign
Language Languages Branches of Milwaukee (two Russian
Branches, two Slavonian Branches, No. 8 and No. 13, Hun-
garian, Ukranian, Lithuanian and Polish), a resolution was
adopted to affiliate with the Communist Party and pledge our
u.tmost support. We send greetings to the National Organiza-
tl:lk Con}mi'ttelej. D(lwwn with the reactionary Socialist Party
of America! Long live the Com i ! i
Third International! miniet Pertl Lonk

Comradely yours,
(Signed) A. SCHKURSKI, Secretary.

Binghamton, New York.

A
Dennis E. Batt, Sec., ugust 6th, 1919.

National Organization Committe,
Dear Comrade:

h lgnLA_\ugust. 5th a meeting of the following branches was
ed : Lithuanian and Ukranian, of Binghamton, New Yorks
and Russian and Ukranian, of Endicott, New York. From

be?:'o:::ng:ed ’;‘l:ist Central Committe of Binghamton has a
. The new local sendx its grecti ;
its support to the Communist Part): ita mreatingand Bl Ly J“

S Delegates were electe
to attend %
s eernl 'gxe National Convention to be held in Chicago Sep*

Yours for Communism,

(Signed) K. B. DEAPS, Secretary Central Committee:

minority delegates
o (2) Our previo



 Branch, Los Angeles.
LOVICH, Secretary
mmunist Party includes
{ end several delegates to the Sep-
ntion. One of the delegates already elected
cretary of Local Los Angeles, Socialist Party

ir convention held in New Haven, thirteen Polish

Connecticut adopted a resolution stating that they

elegates only to the convention called by the

rganization Committee for the purpose of organiz-
munist Party.

Lettonian Workmen’s Association of Boston (the Let-
of the Socialist Party) in its monthly meeting held
orsed the position of the minority of the Left Wing
ence and decided to ignore all other calls emanating
ny faction of the old Socialist Party and to take part
Convention of the Communist Party called for Sep-
Chicago. Accompanying the decision to definitely
all elements of the Socialist Party is a request to all
sh branches in the United States to take the same
t the same meeting it was decided not to participate
Special “Left Wing”” Convention of the State of Massa-
2tts, to be held August 10.

COMMUNIST PICNIC

wish Communist Branches of Chicago will hold a
day, August 24th, at Milwaukee Woods. In ordgr
ere take any car to Milwakee Ave., thence Mil-
ve., car as far as it goes. Thence another Milwau-
_car to end of the car-line where a committee will

expenses of the convention
manifesto, program and con-
rty of America must be

The race riot question is solved, The mé&o}f ; ernor
and packers have agreed that all negroes be fired {from the
stockyards. i

Our friend Adolph has fired the manager of the literature
department. Now, Adolph, why not complete the job by
sending for the junk man? ?

A worker at Ford’s auto plant was discharged last week
for his activity in study classes, with the suggestion that he
“leave the education of Ford employees to Ford himself.”
Query: Will Ford teach them U. 8. History?

“What puzzles many of us is how any man can be an {:-
norant idealist and yet make $20,000,000 a year.” —Chicag»
Daily News.

Whadaya mean, make it? Henry don’t make it; he gets
it. The slaves make it,

This “new” National Executive Committee, having “re-in-
stated” the expelled and suspended organizations, is surprised
to find the old committee still on the job. Those ‘“‘despotic
seven” are real men, aren’t they?

Kraft of New Jersey makes a motion in the N. E. C. to re-
voke the charter of the Socialist Party of Ohio, The principal
charge is that the Ohio State Convention instructed its dele-
gates to withdraw from the August 30 convention and attend
the convention of the Communist Party on September 1, in the
event that they failed in their efforts to capture the old party.
Ohio might have saved itself considerable WOITY, expense and
confusion by getting out while the getting was good.

It is reported that the Socialist Party Convention on Au-
gust 30 will be held in the Machinists’ headquarters. As we
understand it, the old N. E. C. will call its convention on the
second floor, while the new N. E. C. will hold forth on the first
floor. Both sessions are scheduled to come to order at the
same hour. Now, we would suggest that each provided itself
with a reception committee armed with megaphones. The
committee making the most noisa would most likely win out.

7 PROSTRATE RUSSIA ! :
God the all-merciful, Russia lies bleeding
d by h: 1d m '
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Capitalists About to Solve the Whole Problem

At last we may begin to bLreathe easy. _No need now to
worry unduly sbout where the next mesl is to come fror:
The mighty arm of the government has been stretched_ fPrt ,
and is slready busy “jamming down the h:g_h cost Qf lwm_g.
An Associated Press dispatch says that President Wilson him-
self, on August 4, “had no engagements fc_)r the forenqon and
wa; understood to be devoting his attention to the high cost
of living problem.” Isn't that loveh{? o -

“Governors, mayors, and grand juries,” we are tol'd, are
ordering sesrching probes.” Attorney Genersl I.’almer 8 gom-
mittee is going to hear the report of a sub-committe, .and Th'e
President will await the report of Palmer’s comrmttee. His
recommendation, which will follow this report, will probably
take the form of 8 message to Congress.” In fact,' Uncl.e Sam
is hesding & regular “drive for cheaper food,” which will end
once and for all the grim spectre that confronts everybody.

Why This Sudden Concern About the Cost of Living?

There are some questions that come to us, as we ponder
on this campaign. Hitherto government “investigation” has
been directed toward Bolshevik agitators, advocates of free
speech, and similar undesirables. Now there is sudden regard
samong our capitalists for the poor wage-slave, and an over-
powering desire on their part to lessen his cost of living. Our
familiarity with capitalist ethics leads us to suspect that some
ulterior motive is back of all this loving care that is so un-
expectedly being bestowed upon us.

As s matter of fact, this subject of the high cost of living

“The High Cost of Living_

o)

Europ

has already come to & head in several
w‘ith aeri;i\{s results to the governments c‘im:t o
it seemed for a time as though Soviet rule m : et
and the government fell all over jtself in 't'. el e L‘; e
cheaper food and punish the ‘_‘proﬂt.een.th n hv:x;p
days of rioting and looting, Wlﬁ.\ strikes rox;g 0 S
of England, call emphatic attention fo c!an!el' rom e s
lem— danger to Capitalism. Now this dlscont.ent.migb sprea
to America. Is that the reason Yankee Capitalism bestirs it-
s A Comparison and a Prophecy g

overnment of England, too, has been “investigating”
the TI:;‘.ng. of L., and “campaigning” aginst it, yet prices there

continue soaring skyward. «Life is becoming almost too costly
to live,” says a great London newspaper.

Prices have “official-
ly” increased 113 %, but in reality about 250 %. Aqd all this
in spite of the fact that the British government is paying
“gubsidies” of $900,000,000 yearly to bribe food d.ealers to
sell their goods to the cheaper markets at home. Millers and
bakers alone receive $250,000,000 from the public treasury
in this way.

Will the American government have any better success?
We doubt it. Furthermore, we predict continued and increased
profiteering, and a continued and increased cost of living.
There is 1o solution to this problem within the confines of the
capitalist system.

To capitalists we have, sherefore, no suggestion to make.
The dilemma is up to them. But to the workers we say, Why
not try the plan used in Soviet Russia?

o

A Lesson from Russia

(Continued from page 1)
besides waging a defensive warfare against the armies of Ger-
man and Allied Imperialists, the industries left in chaos by
the Czar’s government are being rapidly reorganized upon
an efficient basis, despite the deliberate attempts at disorgan-
jzation on the part of the remnants of the capitalist class
within Russia.

Nicolai Lenine in an article appearing in the Russian pa-
per “Pravda,” in May, 1918, and later translated into English
under the title “Soviets at Work,” emphasizes the necessity
for efficient organization of industry.

Lenine, in a brief summary of the movement that cul-
minated in victory for the Bolsheviki, declares the first prob-
lem consisted in convincing the ma jority of the population that
its program and policies were correct. The second problem
of the Bolsheviki was the conquest of political power and the
suppression of the resistance of the exploiters. After com-
menting on the various elements endeavoring to destroy
soviet power, he expresses confidence that the problem of the
resistance of the exploiters is solved.

On the problem of organization we will quote the words
of Lenine:

e e D e
of Russia. Of course, we had to deal with this problem and
I:vembeen at it G\‘:lt’ :l‘::en Nolvg:nber 7, 19117.
fare, the probl et
“At it has beco

party, u’:"::-"‘m nmmewéth::: e s 'r:o‘:fih:h:ic%"}fn‘-e&l:
from exploiters for the toilers. And now it is up to us to manage
The special difficulty of the present period ists in e-
. the peculiarities of the transition from the principal problem
: 1 and suppressing the exploit by force to the

m of management.” ;

' urging anarchy and bloodshed, as charged by

] But, heretofore, as long
manifested itslf in open civil war-
t could not become the principal, the

st

ress, Lenin admonishes the Russian

ciples enunciated in the Communist Manifesto, written by
Karl Marx and Frederick Engels in 1848. In that manifesto
the founders of modern socialism declared: “THE FIRST
STEP IN THE REVOLUTION BY THE WORKING CLASS
IS TO RAISE THE PROLETARIAT TO THE POSITION OF
RULING CLASS.” The working class will then use its po-
litical supremacy to wrest all control of industry from the
hands of the capitalist class.

In its struggle to prejudice the minds of the workers of
America against revolutionary Russia the capitalist class knows
it is fighting a losing battle With the desperation which comes
with that realization this ruling class sinks into idiocy and
instead of intelligently defending itself places more weapons
in the hands of its mortal enemy.

If the cartoon were reversed it would be nearer the actual
facts, for the same ruling class that vilifies the Bolsheviki
clasps in brotherly embrace the gory hands of Mannerheim,
the butcher of Finland, and gives aid to the Czarist admiral,
Kolchak, of Siberia. The newspapers that ask the American
worker to believe their lies about Russian brutality eulogized
the industrial tyrants of America when workers were sla h-

tered_in West Virginia and Calumet, Mich., in 1913; and
the hirelings of John D. Rockefeller, Jr. burned D1
and children at Ludlow, Colo., April 20, 1914,
revolutionary Russia or any other part of the civ :
have thugs and gun-men burned helpless
dren; that is the distinct contribution of A
to industrial history. This ruling cla:
the Jesuit tactic of accusing its enem
been guilty of. o

The intelligent worker will in
Russian revolution, the theory an
its triumph,




