
LNATIONAL LABOUR
OFFICE

GENEVA

Studies and Reports

Series A

No. 6

:4th ig-io.

^

The Congress
of the Labour and Socialist International.

(Geneva, July 31st-August 6th, 1920.)

The International Labour Office considers that it will be
z^eful to publish for information an account of the proceedings

:J
the Congress of the Labour and Socialist International (or

second International, as it is now commonly called). In almost
-erg country there is a connection, more or less close, more
- less official, between the political socialist movement and

-.16 Tirade Union movement Even where this connection does
-ot exist, and even where the two movements are in opposi-m or in conflict, they act and react upon each other. More-
i'Ver the attitude recently adopted by the Communist Interna-
ronal of Moscow (the Third International), and the efforts
ihich it has made to gain a foothold in the International Fede-
ration of Trade Unions of Amsterdam with the aim of destroy-
ing it and of drawing the trade unionists of the Wek into its

: wn political organisation, make it all the more necessary for
-.hose who desire to follow the Trade Union movement to
keep themselves equally informed of the activities of the
-jcialist and communist political organisations, at least in their
^^ssential manifestations. Finally, the Socialist Organisations
'requently consider problems which are also the subject of
^tudy on the part of the International Labour Office. These
hscussions furnish material which, from the scientific point
:/ view, it would be unwise to neglect.

'81

Importance of Geneva Congiiess.

Just as the war of 1870 caused the dislocation and even-
-ually the disappearance of the First International, so the
^orld war of 1914 to 1919 created a state of uncertainty and
confusion in the Labour and Socialist ranks. The organic
unity of the International was broken ,and various tendencies
emerged within it. A schism took place, and the very existence
of the International was thrieatened. •
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