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Sort Wasnin~ton is B reservation situated on toe 

left bank of tlle -?otomac abou;:; fourteen miles below ',1as11in6-

tOll, near tne mouta of the Piscataway creek. It ~ns one of 

tne ; first military DOsts of tLle colonists, and its estBb­

lisnmenc dates bac% to 1640. Jeor6e ~asDin~ton advised the 

buildin~ of tae fort proper in 1794. 

~urin~ t~e second war witn En~land, on Au~ust 27, 

1814, tIle Bri tisn sailed up tne 'Potomac toward the Capi tole 

./i18U toe fleet reacaed j"lort V1aSf.Liub ton, 'l'vi tllout any cO,Jmand 

f.i om an ex ternal source, the for t we s abandoned and tne lns c -

azine blown up by. tae ~arrison . Jot a single s~Ot ~aa fired. 

£Lle .ori tisn took 'oos se s sian of tIle fort, an( v.'i ttl no 0 tner 

obsta.cles in t.l:lei:c way, mar'ched in ~o Alexandria. and ltaslliut?­

ton. rIle cOJ.11rnandez of tne fort VlFl.S cou.!,t wartialeo Srlortly 

a.ftervierd, anu diss .. .1issed from tIle service . ~1his was tne 011-

1:1 time tL.e for t \."'la.8 need eu, and it fa i1eo iononiniously. . . 

.rae fort Jroy)'eJ." 1.3 an itrebular bastioned struc­

ture of stone and bric~ masonrJ, and has a battery of li~~ 

tlate:cials ... ~Lle nU6e tf,re.y we.lls i5ive tIle appea.rance of a 

Ja;,anese ca.stle. 

In 1874 the ~~ryland lebislature ceoed jurisdic­

tion of tae pronerty to ~ne United ~tates. 

~n 1884 the fort was desertea and overgrown witn 

vines, and tne buildintis in a dilRnidate~ condition. ~o de ­

fini e nlans for tae 'future were known . 
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.0'01" t da,sninb ton, k nown 9 S :d1 01't \:D. .cbur ton pri or to 

1813, is a re~eTvation sItuated on tHe left ba.nk of tIle Po-

t01DaC, about fou.Lteen llliles below tile City of ',Nasnin6ton , 

near tue mouth 0':' tIle Piscataway creek, and contains an Horea 

of 341.43 acres . 

rUt, fort can lay cla.im to being one of tile oldest 

an6lo-S8,xon set;tleulents in tne l,11ed-tern .demis~here as well as 

one of t He t'i l~ s t 111 i 1 i ta ry ) 0 S"[; S 0 f t o..L ear ly colo ni s t s • Its 

establismnent d~tes to 1645 waen a ~arrison was erected at 

tile mout.tl of tue ])i8ca C8'JHy creek in accordance wi til tne de-

fenae 80 t of tile Prov inc e 0 f :5aryland t "D8. GGed in tIle t ye8r. 

fnomHS '.Jatson 1.78,0 tae fir's t COlilL.lanUer of tile car.l ison and 

freemen of bain~ Jeor~e se~tle~ent constitute u the military 

force. 

' rior even to "Lne ca rnine; of' tne wuite man was t ne 

site of tHis fort reco ' nized as an impOl ta.nt stl'Cltec;ic out-
il 

po st . l'ne lnd ians ila ve u ~3e d its ad van tiabeous loce. t ion for 

defense 0ur00ses bota in tne wars amou5st tLlernselves, as well 

as in t.Cleir later st;rub61es Hgainst tLle advancing wnite set-

tIers. Here tneJ !.1aae tneir last st2nd 96ainst tne latter in 

1695 wnen a f l)rCe of twenty-five Hundred Indians were defeat-

ed by A. lesser number of .:..1aryland an d Virgini,9 mili t"ia. under 

tlle COlIlli1and of Colonel Jonn Wasninbton, 6.canl1i'atller- cf toe 

first president . 



-2-

On tne 12tn of' May. 1794, Henry Ahox , tLlen Secre­

tary of It/ar under Wasnino ton, directed Jo1m Vermonnet to as ­

sume cnare;e over the mili tari \17orks at lexandria and Anne.­

Dolis . fne letter contained the followin6 sentence: "The 

president of t~e Uni~ed ~tates, wao is well acquainted with 

-cae river Potorna-c, conceives td~lt a. certt3in bluff of land on 

the lJIa.r ylR.nd s ia e, near :lc . Dii66es, a -po int for mad by tne 

Eastern brancll 0 f td.e PotoLnac, would be a proper si tUB. tion 

for tae fortifica tion to be erected,. If luis was tIle oriGin 

of jl'ort }asilinbton , and it is H tradjtion tLlat Wasl1in5 ton 

was impressed wi tn tne availab iIi ty of tile place for a mil­

itary site as he looked · out of nis win~ow at Mount Vernon 

toward tne 6api tol Oi tJ. ln8 sum ~ to be ex~')end eu for the 

fortifica.tion , However, wad only tllree tnousand dollal"s , ex-

elusive of tne cannon. rhis lowes timRte is expla inad in 

some debTee by tIle :fact taat t~.le parapets of the ',vork were 

to be of carta , or wheretnnt could not be obtained of a.dhe­

si ve quality, tIle pe.rapets were to be f8 ced \1i th strong tim­

ber, and filled witn suen earth as coul~ be had. Seed of 

knot Qrass were to be sown on tHe pa.ra.oets to bind tne earth 

and sods tObetaer. Iu. Vermonnet wa,s very distinctly inform­

ed tnat nis employment diti not con'::er 0: involve any militflry 

rank waatever . His compensation was four dollars ner day . 

:.rhe proper'ty on W -lie L1 tne new fort T~vas to stand wa3 

known a6 far back as 1742 t as .Ve.rburton Man or , In tlle. t year 

it \7aS willecl bJ Charles .:0i66e3 to 11is son i:homas • Di6ges . 

~ne taree acres wnic~ contained tae bluff prop~r were 9ur-
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1 \ 
chased from tne la cter for taree t.'1ousA.nd dollf~rs, on pril 

15, 1808, altnou~d. tlle si -ee VIa.5 officially selected and ne-

botiations be6un two years earlier. fhe erection of tne fort 

was irnmeuir-cely c Jmmenced, but evidently tLle old ide8 of sim-

pIe ea.cthwork was not ca::!'.ciea. out, for on June 6, 1809, Pre-

s.ident Je fferson ·~..:an8mi tted 'co <;onoress a. re ~o ol. t on tne 

forti fit!a.tions 0 '. 'C 'le Uni ted Jta l;e8 in w1.J.ich 118 referred to 

lOl~ t -.las .. 1inb ton as ffa new inclosetl work on the Potoma.c be-

tween Alexandrir< and 1.1ount Vernon, of stone and brick mason-

ry 'co w;lich was A..ttached u stron" battery of like rna teria1s n • 

1'11e JR t ter was Baid to be neHrly com~)leted a.nti reRdy f_ r the 

rece-;) 'cion of carinon Ana 6Hrrison, which had been ordered and 

rne erection of ~n octabon tower 

on tne eminence overlookint. Cde -ror"C was well under way . By 

.0ecemb er of tue same year, neB,rly ten tllO uSRnd d ollA.rs bad 

been ex]ended on tne work. 

pI e ceo, tot, e1; Her wi ttl R. brick rna~a z ine ,~. nd bH.r:n- c '\8. In 

December, 1811, Qon~ress was infDrmed tnat tae tower was in-

tended ~o aefend ~ae fore in the rear. It contained six 

~un6, waile tHere were thirteen iSuns in tne fort proper. 

But wna t T~:A. S tle cond it ion ·of tu e fa rt, 1vhen at 

las t tne ..)ri ·tish obtaine ,j a foot!.lolli in tue uniteo uta "es 

On 'the 25th 0 f July, 

1814, Jene:CRI ~Vinuer , \,'1108e rnilicary distrlct !lBd been en-

lR.I'eed to include tlle DiBtrict of ColuGJbia f)nd a oreHter 

PH.ct of L~arylRnd A.nd firtJinif.l con 'c iciuoUS to it, Flnd ~VL10 at 

once ins:')ected b"'ort ',vas Llineton, re:poJ'ted CilHt tl1e fo:rl~ WRS 
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in severa.l res )ects incom,)lete in its ~re!)Rra tion for def~ense . 

He submitted a re-port to Lieutenant Edwards, tilen commHnding, 

wDicn was not encoura~ing . It cRlled attention to tne neces­

·sity of mountin~ fleavy nI-tillery in tne block nouse: statinB 

tn.at tae ei6 {lteen :>ound Uolumbinds were not mounted and tLlat 

taere was no ~flckle in tne fort to mount them in position; 

tne- t tae bun ~lH. tfarms were so narrow tHE:) tat tne first dis­

charge of tUe .Dieces, tue latter would turn over, and tnat 

tne five excellent ei6hteen ~ounde.rs were mounted on the wa­

ter battery , wnich would be useful in time of attRck, but 

tnere was not a 8i n~le -'-jouna of amrnuni ltion in tne fort for 

tuem. ~ome of the glAn CHi' r ':t ages, Also t WeI' e out 0 r ord er 

and qUi te useless . Colonel '}e.dsworth, sta tioned 9. t Jreen­

leAf ' s Point, waere t Ile presenl; .{Rshinbtou barracks are si­

tuated , sent trvo men to re 1)a.ir tne bun cF:r!'if:<:,;~st ~nd rs­

tJ=te~ to Lieutenant ~dwards ' criticisms by sRyin6 that the 

arrlli1un:L t ion for tne 8i£';h te en I'0und ers " aad lODe si nc e been 

ordered, tflnt t :le 6un platforms were not t ,)O narrow, 8.nO 

tnat tIle other ordina.nce could be sent if he V'lRS directed 

to do so" . Re-f)or ts and communic~. tions were nunerous anu 

lon6 · 

Durine;; all t ;lis perio d of' voluminous Ie tter '-T ri t ­

ino , tIle people 0: Jt. Mary's nnd Chprles ' counties YJere im­

portunin6 t a e 60vernment fOT aid and protectione They could 

look out U"10n the Cnes~ "'!eake and see tiue !'leet of tne British, 

while at short intervals tneir 1eBce and comfort would be 

disturbed by 1arties wnicn landed and forR~ed throueh toe 
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coull~ry . On tne 18t~ of ~ubust , 1814, t ~e ob server , ~hO nRd 

beer: stati.oned at ')oint ~o okout , sent 1"o rd. to ~ort .'l[1 sL1ino ton 

tt"la t '~ I~8 enemy ' s fleet off tnp t r>lnce [lad been rein :orced 

by a fOTnj,dab Ie squa d rou 0 -:: shi ")8 R.nd v e 2 8els 0 f vari au s 

sizes. Tile next dny , ;jene r al finder, renlizino tile QrHveness 

of tLle Gl tuation, askeu t .le ;,)ec.reta .rJ of .TnT iV.1et .ler it would 

. be eX",)80 ient to hA.ve vessels reHdy to be sunk in tne .?otornnc 

'1,1; .lort [as,.Jinc ton or some otL1er l"oint , to obstruct the navi ­

gation . "Would it not be ~).ro~t')er , 't he also v.sked , " to .1P.ve at 

iOl't Jasrlinc~on , to trAnspolt troo,ps , Rll t .l.le boats tuat cen 

be propelled bJ oars , t ~.Lat are '3t t,.le Oi ty of ~.Va.SL1il1o ton u~­

del" t I1G ccn Lrol of tilL navy?, A.nd would it not b e ;;rise to 

I1[(' vet L.Le ~.1'1 r in e cor ') s r e en for c e t ~ e t roo 11 s n.l r C [l d Y [.~ t it 11 e 

fort ? I' 
But ttd3Ge suuoestions , if ~ .ley could (1GVe availed 

Rnytains, cane t oo late . T.le 18 .ad fo rc e of t ne 3r " t i s11 cSra -

dual l y clesed in upon -7ashi rlt; to n. The nilitia of ~esnin~ton 

nLd }eorGeto~n were musteTe~t i n end rrJ!t l'c.led brn.vel:'7 to a 

'Jo i nt four miles c1o~.vn t~le .Ens:;ern brnllcn bridciG on td.e road 

to u 'i?:!!er ~rlborouQh . On the first onslAubnt of tne er.emy 

at BlHdensbu:'S , t ~le militifl and tl~e ret~ulnrs broke rP.nks 

an~ fled ,recinitately , never sto~~ing unti.l tney we~e at 

~nl1nA.llito · 'n , t170 !~ iles above Jeoroeto~-7n , DnJ t .le eneL1Y !lad 

enterea tae c i ty . 

When ~ !.le dal1.,:;er ti.:US reA.lized WF:13 a.~):9reQena e d , the 

feil] .!'erTIe.ini116 meml)el' .3 of tile COI.:nnon council of lexand.ria. 

held a. L1ee~ino nna decide(~ ·tua t if -;:; he bri tiS rl fleet s .lould 
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ever pass ..d~ort ',,'Bsnino ton, eaey would su:crender Ul)on tne best 

'ce 'LiS t lley c oula 6e t. , 11 t ~lei..l.- A'ble bodied men !lad 60ne ·co 

tne 'fo It, or wel'e wi ttl tile army , and no one ~·{H.S left in tne 

ci ty bu t R. Zew \."I1108e ~re 'J e \nce wa s needed, or W l.10 (lad secur­

ed SUbstitutes, and old men, women, and cnildren. ""[nen the 

Bri cis{l took :possession of \ aSLlington, t I le ~ e was orea.t exci te-

~ent in tne to~n . the P:cesi Jent Hnd tlJ.e members of !lis ca.bi-

net fled and c oulJ not be found; a.nd tnere was no mili"'CRry 

COmll1!;ln der or o !:ficer to a dvise . Unuer tnese circUF1Sta.nces , 

tIle co!nrnon council sent a aelecsa tion with a flab to 1 drnitel 

Cock'burn 1;0 ·mow WU8.t t:cea -cme n t could be ex :')ected of tIle en-

cmy sLlould tney reaCLl tne town . He renlied t Ile. t 'Dr iva. 1:;e pro-

perty would be respec,;eJ" and "Gnat w.u.utever nrovisions wel e 

needed would be paid for . 

n ~Vhile trle ~ e tninos we.ce goinb on in ',7astlino ton, " 

SR ys t ne l ' eDor t R fte rward made by t..1e co unc il to tile ConESres­

sjonal rIlvestib'Htin~ Committee, 'tne British sque.dron hpd 

beeb 6radually ascendin6 tue Potomac, a nd on tue 27th of 

AUoust , t~.lree dHYS b"'efore tile battle of Bla.densbu.c~ , it 

re8C hed ~ ort ',/asnine; ton. Upon t 1e ±'ort did t L1e sa fety of 

Alexanaria now delend. ihe citizens looked witn great an­

xiety U'll,n tuis ooin~ for pro'tect i on. but to tneir breat 

surprise and mort). ficHti .Jn .sna wj.taont t . .l.e concu..I.·rence or 

wi sh of tHe municipal autnori ty of the town 01' a:qy members 

of i~, tae fort wa s abandoned , and the mao8zine blown up by 

tne uni ted ):) 1::8. tes .ierrison on tHe evenine of l, ne 27th v.,riiIh­

out firin~ a sinble 6un . 
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Captain lordon, WIlO was cOImnA.ndin6 tLle 3ri tisn 

fleet, ui ves t.le followin..:; ac (; oun -c of -CLle a f fair: 

ff rne follo '1vi Db mornin6, Uc.,U ;3 t 27-ch, to our t,f;reat 

joy t ile wind bec fl .116 fair, anu we mr lie all ~8il up tne ri ver, 

W niCll now a.s surne d a more ple n s inc a s -')ec t. I). t rive 0' c loc k 

in che e, fte .rno on, -laun tie lnon, "tile re -cre B t of tn e iII us­

trious ~YR. S l1ino' ton , opene 0 to our view a n rl s nowe d us fa r the 

fir s t time sinc e we entel"ed t ne otomac, a ben tIeman's re-

sidence. Hibner lP) tile river on t.le ODPosite side .lor t 

1ashinc ton a.ppeared to our anxious eyes and to our 6-re& t 

satisfac t ion assailable. 

"A little before sunset tne squadron anchored just 

out of ounsnot, Cne bomb vessels at once took UI tneir po­

sition to cover tae fribates in tne projected attack at day­

lien t next rno.;.. nint;; Dnu bee;13.n tnrov;Tinb snells. 'l'he tia r .!'i son 

to our t;rea t surprise, retrea ted from the for t; and !-l short 

time afterwa rus lPort Jashington was blo 'wn u 'p, 1},J(lich left the 

Capitol of ' illerica and tae populous to~n of dlExandrie OTIen 

to tile sqlladron, tVitnout t~e loss of a man. t -.ras too late 

to Rsce:c t a in W .. le tl1Gr tHis ca ta stropne wa S oeca ssioned by one 

of our snells, or W.l.let !~er it Clad been ~olown U'P by the ~a.rri­

son, bU"G -cne oninion was in f'avo£ of tne latter. Still ~.'Ve 

were at a 1033 to account fo r such an ext_Roldinary s"Gep. 

H.rne position WftS 6 0 00, and its ca'nture COUld neve 

c ost us e -C lea st fifty men or more, ll~ : d it be en pro ;jerly de­

fended; besides an unfavorable wind and many o t. J.1er c l?-i nees 

were in tLleir fa vor, and we could ba ve onlj destroyed it had 
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we succeeded in the a~tem~t. 

"At dayli6nt t =16 snip Lnoored under the be.ttery and 

completed its destruction. rhe guns were s~ike~ by the enF 

emy: t7e otherwise mut;ilated t.a.em and destroyed tile cD.rria5es. 

"Fort .~'ns nin~ ton was a flO st re spec tn ble de feuse; 

it mounts two fifty-two pounders, two t~irty-two Dounders, 

ei5ht twenty-four pounders; in n mertello to~er, two thirty­

two pounders, witn two loop-holes for musketry; and a battery 

in the rear mountini two twelve and six pound field 1!ieces." 

lne relinquishment of the fort decided Alexandria ':-s 

f'nte. (fue British fleet i.~TF'S met immedia.tely after it passed 

Fort ',Vasnint,;ton by ~ deleg8tiou of ci tizens, among them the 

mayor, but we~'e info1'rned by Ca~t.a.in Jordon tURt dmi11 al Cock­

burn would I1la}:e known his terms wnen l1e bot op'losite the city. 

Soon afterward, t.le fleet, consisting of seven vessels, with 

a total 0: one hundred And twenty-eigut guns, were Tnnoed in 

a. sefji-circle oP90site t11e town, ... endy to bomberd it. Under 

tn.e se circumstances, tile terms of eapi tulR tion were easily 

arran6ed • 

.d"'ort ~';ashino ton at t ,Ole time it · WP. s blown u:p con­

taineo nineteen buns and a oarrison of a bout fif-cy men. rhe 

officer commandinb wns Captain Sam T. Dyson. He was quickly 

called to account on tae 29th of AUbust, tnirty-six hours 

after ne L1a,d Hhandoned the fort. Secre,ts.ry of .tRr Armstrong 

sent an off1 cer to him for a. wri 1; ten or ve ranI report of t ne 

causes wnich led aiw to vacate the post committed to his 

cha.rge, tae ord.ers und er tV {lie n 118 ac ted, p -nd from whom re-
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ceJ.- ved.. Ca ") ta.in :J';l son IS renly was as follows: 

It rile alders received fro n' Jri o8.d ierlenerel ',inner 

tl:roULr1 .... jajor TIite verb8.11y on -ene 24tll in s tant 'Tf ere, in 

case t ':V8S )TeS3ed b;l or .:leH.ni of any enemy in my rear, to 

s"}ike my buns and oake my esca')e over tne ri ver. rIle enemy 

a.pprOR.CLled by water on trle 27th, ::lnu we !lad lee.rned on t!lat 

daJ throU5h severnl cLlannels CLH·" "t tIle eneL.'1Y' nad been reen­

forced at Bene d ic t t'l.10 t.lousand st;ronb, Hnd tll!t t trley \7ere 

on tl'18 L1l8. rCfl to eoo:nera 'ce w itu, tne fleet in addition to the 

force w':lien left tne ci ty. ~nder a 11 t 1e circumstanc es the 

officers un der wy command ' were consulted and it was t~louoht 

best to abandon tne fOlt Rnd effect a ..cetren t. rne force un­

de:- my comma.nd was not tIlough't equs.l to tile defense of t l18 

ple c e .. 1 

1!ne Court ..Jartial vlnicn was convened tnoUb l.lt dif­

ferently, ana on vne 17t11 of tile follov'lino J.Jovember, tlle~' re­

turned a findillo to tne ai'feet tL1~· t Ca, i)tain Dyson "Misbehaved 

Ilimself'befol.e tHe enemy anll s "lameful1y abaL1uoned tLle fort 

~·Hld pos t wLliell ne tLlen and tL18_e cowmandeCl and \"l!l icL.l ie l ~ · A.S 

Hi s bounden d 0. ty \;0 de fe nrJ. " l\le ree ommenda t ion tLl ' t he be 

dismisseC from tl1e service of tLle Uni teu Sta.tes \~t/R.S R"t once 

approved by tIle Secretary C'f :lar. 

ine .lor t <Vas nint,) con f a.s it appee reu in 1884, wa s 

betSun in 1815 u~')on almost t .le same site as 'tIle old work, and 

wa s finisLled in 1824, it} tot8.1 cos t up to tue Ie tter de. te 

beino $556,000. It is situated on 8. nigl1 rid6'e Ht t ile con-

:fluence of t ile Pisca'C8 Vl~lJ Creek a.nd t jle Potomac River, F_bout 
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fourteen miles below .ie.stlint~t0n , nnd . its 15icturesque f-5~One 

~''la.lls ax'e fsuilinr to tlJ.8 t .. :Lousands "I.,VIlO P[1SS it on pleasure 

tri~s datn t~e river , or ~ilorima~es to Mount lernon. Be -

II i ad t ~1 e f'o r tis 9. c1 e e 'J l' a , in e , t Ll 1'e e n u:n d red fee -C wid e a 't 

tne top , wi tlJ. si des slo!,inb 1")r ec i -')i tously p, h () ut e io hty fee t , 

te.c11inatin~ in a narrow -:)lane Rbout one Llunured feet w'ide. 

11ne ridcie is com-·')i)-·ed of c;lH;i, s9.nd, andnacl , and. illf-iny 

fos,jils hr-ve been found in tile vicini ty of t.le marl beds, 

wuica open on cne £iver bRnk . ~he sides of ~llC lHvine were 

f"orl!1e.('ly Lleavily tilnbe.ced but t .. lis WR.S cut fJ'I,'la./ 0u.:cin 0 the 

Civil ';Rr , Wflen t11e fort "as uA.r:cisoned b~l fort.! lnDrines 

solely for tIe ~rotection of ~ublic property , Rnd Recovered 

with a vi~orous ~rowt~ o~ younD trees , ~rin~ ipally cnesnut 

~lnd locust . .,LIne euannel , dov'lever, is n01; LlO.Le tL!.1;tn five 

hundred feet, and is entirely on tJle fort or .li!aryland side 

of t:le. river . lIl8 Mal"ylnnd snore is b!,aidU81 s10 ')inb , sandy 

and Llf1I'd, tne liroinia Sl.o:re bcinb HIUe! dy and f·lA.t . Botn 

sides are covel'ec .. in sumner oy tlle oldil1~i.ry river Q:n~sd , 

VlLlich is exposed at low tide , t~]e rise Hno tall 0 -: YTnil~~l is 

betv.,reen five ,iHld six feet. 

1.1e for t !,r o,!!er i s p.~n i 1~reQv.18 r bp ~ t i )ned s truc ­

ture , \VitLl a we.te." pattery in front . It nas r ... ich '''utlls of 

s tOll e ~) n d b ric 1{ , .!l n.j i t,:3 ext; e:r- lor view is sa i c..i to .. C' e s ei.J b .L e 

i!1 Inany ')e.:rticuln ... s tHe old ±~euo.Fll cAstles in Ja'ian. It 

couw1Anc1s '1;11e .. ci'le1' fOl R point considernbly beluw ~.!ount Ver ­

!1'JU, WIli1e lookin6 tor:<ll'd l..ue ci.ty from ti.le lVestern nara Jet , 

tne (OI11e of t!:"6 Capi tol, tG.e \V8SLlin~ton ~.1o numeet , anJ otller 
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l8nd IIlf-lrks a:ce plainly seen. It V1R S ot:,rrisoneJ durino tne 

~ae Alexanaria ]azette publisaed the followin6 Rrticle on 

Jan U s:try 7 t 18 31 : 

Extrac t: 

By Tele~rH.ph co "CLle Ge.zette. 
'Vasilil1o ton, D.C. t ,:Ta.ll. 6, 1861. 

"£l1e COU.ise ot" -e11S President in 6A.rrisouing b"" or't 

·,7t-l.snin..;ton is sever'ely conl1emn'e 0 , And t I1e Abolitionists who 

hnve 'brouc l1t all this trou.ble UDon us will :lave a terrible 

cr.ime t o· answer for." 

Local ItelJ.1s . 

lfFort ~'lasl1inb ton - ';/ ~ tnin q few years "'Jast tnis 

'I;lork nn s been Jut in [l. conuition of (;ofL1,?lete uefenf3e ueain s t 

attack '0..1 land as iVell as by wa ter. 

"It is R. bHstioned work, unaccessible to escalade 

in tIle .ceflr, 2nd '):cotected .t"::com as ~ault in tne front by a. 

ditch wl1ic:l is cou.L1Ftnued in all its }.18.t' ts by flank vines of 

;;;$ ra ~)e a nd CD no i s t e r . rue ~reater part, if not all of its 

ar~~1aLnen t i8 unLierstood. to be a. t t;18 ~;vork, and tIle lfl8. o azine 

is also under ;3 tood to be 8Jn91y sU '-'\'1 1ied wi tll 9,11. tIle munitions 

neces3ary .for its 6.refl test efficiency." 

:rile [or t ' 'VR s al 'tvtlJs mo :ce 01' Ie B S unhea 1 t hy, and in 

Auous ~, 1870, ever:; w.R.ll, WOi719 11 , g,nd cnild on tne reservation 

was a~t~lc lred \vit 1 in:er'!llittent 01' remittent fever. :rne for t 

was evacila ted in i.J8 "1 telnb 81", 1872 , In Dec efflb er, 1878, Jenera 1 

Ayres \Ya3 placed in cHa.ree, but on -eLle 31st 0 :" ~iJaJ, 1084, the 
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fort VIP. S tu.cneu over to "tue l::A!.16ineer :Je )Eu .... t.uent f'or lnod 1fi .... 

cation Rnd re,Rir . ~rom 1872 to 1884 its oarrisan consist­

e d of one ord1IlP..nee Ser6ef-tnt . On l)ril 11 , 1874 , an Rct of 

t;nG J:J.i.'.lryland legislA ture WRS approved , cedint;; jurisdiction 

Over "tJ,le -pro;;erty to t.l6 Unite(l Jtates , tJ.le state reservinb 

i;J~e ri 0 •. 1 t to 3e I've criminal ana c i -,11 prace s se S ':li t _l in the 

lil!lits of tile esel'Vati0n. ine prov i s i on s are as follows : 

" Se ct. 1. :De i G e nR. c Led , e tc • 

!, ran t t de j UT is lie t i on a nd co n t :r 01 0 ve r ~ u ere s i­

due of tue 18.uus oiVned b~/ t:le United ~tRt e S t and constttu t­

in~ tne site of ~ort 7asain~t0n, in toe county of Princ e 

J- eo r be t p nd t Ile j u:c 1. 53 die t ion and c ' .. n t r 01 0 v e r t he la n d s 

fl8reinafter described , or any )oLtion ~1...el:eof , in sRid coun­

ty , teat mEly be t1ereaf\;e~c conveyed by de ed ,. (luly executed , 

acknovvleuoeJ and .reco:.cJe(l to 'Cae Uni-ced ~tates , and tde \ryater , 

water ri.o .lts , and all 0 tl.lei.~ rics.lts a ppertaininc tD81 eto , be 

Hud ~ne a8ille is aereby ceded Hnd vested in tae United States 

of .l~[~1erica .~·or 111:1.. ii"cary and naval })ur'')oses; tile said c e 33ion , 

A.S t J saiu lAud tn ~ 't may ne .. eaf1.,er be conveyed , ~o t[l~e ef­

fect wneneveT tile snrne sn~ll be 80 conveyed ; be6inni ng for 

the SAid lana to be hereafter conveJe c . - **~***** The SBme 

com ').rtsino t:le t T·O ~j8::ccels of o,C Junc.i , -jert s from tIle 'Yarbur­

ton .:..:Ll,nor , ftIlu Lflen -Gioned and conveyed :in ~ < deed from Jonn 

J 011n80n Rud ~.t10[!l8.S s . Alexl1auer , tru"3tees , to -Ni ll i am Ke rle ; ; 

ree ordec) und er t ~le 1.8 nd r ec ore] s () f Prine e :ieor6e ' s County , 

liber J . :3 . l> ., 10 . 4 , folio 806 , etc: , 1)rovide~ always , tHat 

tnis ce83ion anJ jUlisdiction Rre 6ran ed u~on the ex~ress 
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cond i tion thgt t _18 .3 ta 'ce 8rlal1 :ce tain a cone U.l.l'en t jurisdic­

tion wita toe Uniled ~tRt8S in and on cue said ceded lAnds 

and terr i tory so :'ar as t dP t a 11 ci v i1 An ( sue h c rtninal 

process HS rnaJ issue under tue aut .. lority of t~lis Stf-lte, nos.in­

st s.ny person or )el~GOnS 1."Jith c[imes cOl1lillit 'ced wit~1out d8,id 

lanl.As and celi ed 'cerri ioIory, Lila) be executed ti .. ei.e· n, in tne 

sa1ne wa; cl nJ L1anner as tLl0Ubl1 t.lis ceBsion ana consent had 

neV0r been malle or b.LfHll;ed, exce-)t so far as SU'CLl process , 

tne real an d ···?ersona 1 nr 0 )8 ... ty o.f c.~e Lni t cd uta te s wi t~lin 

t ae sai oj ce\ied ter ri CO r J. 

"Be it en8 cL:ed t ... ~Jt tae said 18n-is over wLich tae 

jurisdiction is cra.nted b~ ' t .lis a.c~, -co6etuer wjta Hl1 per­

donal )1 oller ty Wuic L1 Ina; t .. lereaft;e r be wi tnin tIle bounds 

taereof, belon6in~ to tae Gnited 0tateS, s.£ll be exonerated 

end discLlarbed from All i;aX6S Hnd assessments w ~~icn DRy be 

a t any time i!nposed b~7 tde au tnori ty of tLJ.is 8tDte, WJ.len and 

so lonb as tae said lands , or ~ortion t~e_eof , resJectively , 

8.re ano SL12111'emA,.in trIe J.ro ~')erty of tile 1Jnited 'StHtes, and 

be use c. f 0 .r t ~le ";) u r ) 0 S e [t for e sa i d • " 

£11e o.r t1 cer ~ n cha:Ci8 0:' t rH~ fa r t in 18'84 was Or­

dinfi.nce ~erbeDnt ..... . l. Joyce. ..:ii:3 lii'e a~ 'tLle tOl twas 8. very 

quiet one, consiuerin6 t~ .. t Lle ... ad S lent twentJ-eioflt yeHI's in 

tile army, sixteen of w61icLl rye.ce Gn t Joe ~exas f.r'ont ier, st 

i!"orts MacIntosh H>na. :iin f..')oold, ~'i~lltinb Inuians. 3e Wf1S de ­

tH i1e d tiO t~le for t in .Jec el!lb er , 1883. 

If lort '7p.snine; ton t1PS neve~: known 8. ba ttle of PO\r.J ­

del" Bnd s ... ot, it nvs -been tLle suh,ject of lenc;thy conflict in 
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vlhicn pens and pHger forr.1eJ tLle ar.amuni tion. rlJ.e res erva. t ion 

OU wl-licu it. is si tua ced. Lla3 a ni81;01'.;I o.:~ 1 i tioation extend-

inb over ten years. On tne 31st of ,;uoust, 1815, some nine 

acres we:r:e !,urcna.,:;eo f::com 1'. J.~ • .Jioges and ililliHm D. :Ji6G es 

for ~8,401 for tL.J.e -()Ur'Jo,Je of enla:rt£inb tile reservc.tion uJ?on 

wnicn tne uew fort was to be ~uilt. notaer stron~ consid-

v iously OC C u-;)ied Cl8U ena. bled an e.oter-1r is inu )61 son to run 

a tavern and :.Jro6-silop irnu1ediately un IAe..c, tIle walls of tLle 

fort, "defeatin5 tae Inost zenlous efforts of tLle officers to 

'n:ese.cve discipline nLnOnb tile inen. If In surveyinb tne land 

con v e Jed tot Lie Un i 1: e d ;..; tat e s, now e v ar, a .~) i e C e w fJ. 3 Ie f t to 

tL1G prolrietor, wit!l sinbulRr itn '1rovidence, between tile fort 

find "tolle river, Bnd in erecti!l~ tll.e fort, ':Jitrl still 6re :. ter 

im~rovidence, a numoe~ of brick builaincs 18£e ereutea on 

tl1is lA-od. i'art of tile f\)l'tificntion was lrojected, andnHd 

been partiRlly erected on t~e property , when tae discovery 

we S J.nn de t n~::; i t did not bel 0 nf~ tot neb 0 V e r nlne nt, an d the 

TIork suddenly stop~ed. 

lone liti6ation between the United 3tates and 

11ne nl' oper ty in qu·;:st ion measure d c:e yeral 

a,c.ces, ana tlle f1.rst arbi.t .nJtors app;r~tised the vB-Iue at 

~"9 "'00 ~~ ,0 • 1'n1s wa.s H fterward ob j ec te (.. to bj Sec _ eta ry 0 f .lR r' 

~Hrbour as exce~3ive and it bein6 found tll~t ~jbees owed the 

~ 0 v e r nlD en t ~ 13 , 000 'ltri tll ~ 7 , 000 in t ere s t ad d i t i 0 ne 1 ,on a. 

)erty be taken 8, ;:3 :pf1Y.lnent of tL1e debt. He objected but Con-
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()l"esa would acce it no ot .. .L8.C BrrA.nbe~,ient, not even tJlou;h :1i8 

council, :.!oses rabbs , in a. memorie.l to Lnat body said tUE~t 

"even tile slumllerin5 Spil it of justice . orefJ thes ul~on the 

cl~irns of Dudley :Jib~es . H 

widow , norah, in .. .jay, 1833 , fisBlly acce'Jted tae ~overnments 

propos i tion And tIle 10n6 d i 8 ' )U te wa 3 ended. 

In 1884, .:\. \"'a s r.linu ton news:ga -I)er man <J escribed "the 

for t R '3 f 0 .L low s : 

HAn B.i.r of d.esertion J1Hn c s over j"'ort lr-'lsllinb ton to-

day. 

still stand in.€:t reLlB .. ckn'ble state of' pl~eservH.tion, but tney 

are old and tennntless. r 11 e . ") i c t UT e s que 0 [1 t e, wit nit s d r~nv -

bridbe over the moat, is over~rown wi til vines, 2nolr~~ creep 

th~cou~h t'le tf."ll rHn'k: .,;:;:CFlSS, an 1 li~~ .!..- rds o~' brillirlnt !lues 

Rr8 t ne only sen tinels ":'Ifho mou11t bua.rd u~on the we lIs. Can­

no 11 S (}': 11 p t te I'n s 1 0 nr.;. sin ceo b sol e t 0 t 1 i e i in bed d e d 1. n t !] e 

earth n.nd crass f 01' frown, ·vi tD unconcious irn!,o tence from 

t .l.le cnsernR. te 11<linoo"T s. }rom little crevices be tweenIJiled up 

CRnnon balls t.Le lon~ stAlks of" colden rod find tneir ul')wA.rd 

,veeus, &nd scarlet trufl1;Jetflonrers pnd ot !.leT cree ;inu vi.nes 

fl ref) n s t (! 0 v eT in 0 t ae W R 11 s • 

"fi:lere Ale no incidents connecteu wit!l tue :t'ort to 

It never fired R Suot in its own 

de t' ens e • ..:~ t be s t t .1 e s e ;( ;6 en n t V1'10 8 C c: 0 ill ) Ani e s you i n t 11 e 

round of tue eXRminat ion can only point out tne old 6uRrd 

l"(")o!ns , one of t i.le floors st ill inden~~eu wi tIl a brick torn 



u~) from tne flool by 8. drunken ~n\.) excited "t'n:ison8:r . Or if 

you notice tn· t t:18 ~~ te""ls leA. \J inb to tlle 'l1R. ~form ovel~ tne 

d rtl'.l b rid . e cRt e B. 1 e n i eke d , t de s e r ~ efl n t t e 11 s you t tla t so me ­

tialt1 be ftJre ne came in C "lc'11'ce , R )~r ty 0 r> men lR.nd ed from 8. 

boat , entered tLle fOl't from t~le .tear , Rnd cQr.cle(~ off tLle 

brnas ~un '''1:l ie 1 was )nc e used to :'i1'e t.1e morninb and evening 

salutes . Ttle 8 te:!')s leadin,.i dl}\,rn to C2Semates Hre [~1S0 cnip-

ped , but t ._.l.i~5 WBS d)ne by cnilrlren on 1')1cnic ~~::cties rollinc; 

cannon onlls fr'OL'1 t1.le top to tL1G bottom. not even tL1G offi­

cers i1!Ti'lO command tIle fort nt ~Jarious tines [)fl. d lives of more 

t rlRn ora tun r.f in te r /. st . 

Tf .L}. \'V')oden ~unuial u!'on two sides of [l cl1irnnej is a 

relic of' ~ncient tiLl1\ ~S in the -fort, Rnd is rem8rk~1)le in be­

intS u~rierlt t tne 11lajority of sund 18 is bein.; hOl"izontel . 

l ' .A nmunitior} as old as tne fort qnCl utterly useles3 

is sto~ed in t~e mR~azine. 2very nook &nd corner in the fort 

is R Quaint picture in itself, bu~ nerlm~s one of Lae ~ret­

ti es t sub j ec (; ~ 0 f 811 B,:rtist ' 3 ilene i1 is a CP selnA te res: cIled 

by nn underGround ~Rs6aGe . lere ~6ur brRss ho~itz8rs point 

outward ""V i-ch B;'J :Jaren t eiercenesd , but e. ...:,rHceful nettVork of 

o..ceen vines, t..1e le:::ves delicately trans1")arent in tue sun-

1i:.; .. :.t, almo;-3t obstruct t~18 view tll~ouoh ~ue portl.lo1es . It 

i s a.s Pl" etty ~~~ s a :roem. U 

.rime 1.188 ronde {[len;; Cl18nu es in Fort ,lA.sLlington. On 

Ifebruary 2 , 1825, lene ral ~acorno, Caief 0 f ..£n~ ineers , IDe.,d e 

v Le~ort in w~icu ae said : 

"l'ne posltiln of j'or-c '''Aslli~ton is exceedi.nc1y 
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D~£on~, end tne work is built of t~e most dliTRble mAterials 

anu exe cuted in tUe bes -c 113nne::c. Its b8.cteries cOmrTIsnd COLn­

!11ete1y tile cHannel 0 f tlle Hiver :.?otollac t.:nd cover tIle :Ji8-

trict of Co1uwoia, includinb tlG Lstional Cn~itol , ~rom at­

tack by i7 f~, teL . jort ~lRshin..ston , on tl.le land side' is very 

stron;~, beinc de~'ended by aich 'VA.lls F'nd 8. deep r':l,vine. It 

is so well situated 1;.,Wt it cannot be tR '-:-en unIes3 inveated 

and recularly besie6eJ, and even t~en it ffi8J be considered 

corn-Detent to hold out until. pro )erly relieved by tne forces 

of elle cou!ltry . It .1la;; be pro ~')er to remark tll ~:1 t tlle selec­

tion of tlle si te WR 8 Iflaue in 1806 before GL1e c ounc i1 of the 

.doH.cd of En.;, ine e .fS. 't 

It '"!A 8 believec. in 1884 , tlle t if tIle s election for 

tHe si 1.e ~~s tilen oY)en, 11 "'0ositi " n fu .. tJler down t; .. le ri. vel' , 

about CedRr ~oint, ~ould be chosen, not because tae position 

WRS itself strollcer on t ile land side, or tllf~ t it more COtn-

pIe tely cOJ.nrnnnoed tae ri Vel", bu t sim-;Jly because it commanded 

to tl.Le enemy a Joint of attack e~ a 6reHter di stance from tae 

C6.)i tol, fJnd even :=is to tr ... i s1oint, ~~ort f,Vas ;line ton being re ­

tained , and c01fl')~letely cOlTImundincS' the Ri ver , would enable the 

30vernment, by temporary works at t ae lower pOint, erected 

at a s~Jall cost, to prevent an enemy from passin6 tllAt ")osi­

tion , 113 he '~:ould t1RVe no adequHte inuucement to run ,tl1.e 

sliblJ.test hazard WYlen knov'linb tL1fl L 'CL18 b8tteries of j'ort TVasb­

in6ton would put it out of l1is :?ower to do a.ny injury . 

On tIle ls 't of Auoust, 1884 , Major 2eter C., Rains, 

aftel' ins}')ection 01 t~J.e ~01J3cef tnHde a :re~ort to tne Caief of 
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Enbineers in waieu ne said: 

tt .... '11e masonry of t [18 olu yVC) rk sis st ill in ~o od COo.­

dition, but as t~e fort ryRS desibned more taRn one-hplf a 

century a ,.;,O , it is no t [-J d a"!!ted to re ce 1, ve 6uns of moa ern 

size, or to defensive purnoses aouinst auen ~uns. ! * * * ~ 

.At tLle present ti.tne the defen 6es rtnOTn as .dOl't 'JasI1inb ton 

consis t ~r(1 c tic a.lly 0 E' .fou r f'i fteen faa t 6un pIa tforrns , wi th-

ou t FJ -ra:r8,pe t in fren t of til em and wi t .10U t maca z ines . The 

twent/-four ~ound bqrbette buns in toe old fort Are practi-

cally wo rth1e ss , as tlley c oulu do no 118 I'm. 1'[li s for t, to -

o e -;; at r '\7 i t Q. .l 0 r t .i 0 0 t e, a. \10 r k 0 l' 1e s sst re n 6 tn , i f" t W~1 t b e 

possible , e~nstituted t~e defenses of the cap i tol of a ~reat 

nation . rne buildinbs unoccu)ieJ bJ troops , are eenerally 

in a dilapidated condition, out no repairs are recommended 

HS it is of mOJ.e im:nortpnce to lflount A. few buns pnll to 

finish tne mR~azines BnG ~araDets. 

"It is LUUS pLocable tLHl t tIle fort , fiB it is at 

Dre sen t c ;.) n s tr lll! ted , wi II soon 0 e ~'i tlliD6 0 f t L18 nas 1;. Of 

course tne site ill no~ be abandoned, but cue CuArac~er of 

t l.le forti;iuHtion will be p.lrnoBt entirely C .;.a,nced . "lnen -the 

vlork of rernoo eline; will beoin is fl , mat--cer deoendent u-pou 

Conc! es s io na 1 e.ppropria ti on. .. lre::1 dy, nO\1eVer , '.?ro 00sals 

1.18, v e bee n in v it e d fa r tr l ere ~10 'J R 1 to 30 v er nor ' s Is 1 a nd , Hew 

'lark , of t'·:ent,y-six thousand 00unlis 0: old orainnnce in the 

fort. J:l1e breB tex' pOl'tion of tl1is ma,terie.l vvill b~ sold tiS 

old i r' 0 n a \; hal f ace n &:; a t)Q U Ull, 8 1 t (10 U6 Ll i"C vv i II cos tat 

Ieaat t tlree-quaters or a CAnt a ·jound to l,.ransnort it. 'lnen 
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it flas been rellloved twe .fort wi.ll be l 'e&.dy for .cemoc} elint;>. 

lIle ba -;:;t e ry, lJreviously Hlenti t)ne u , TN .ic il was bebun U ) OU 'f')lR.ns 

a:9proved in 1870 Rnd u})on wl.lic LJ. 1>:'Olk vm s S Js--,ended ':'01" 18 ck 

o f funds , will be finisaed; a s it is modern in c 0 nstructi~ • 

.I. L18 ~)oto lnac !nay be Ce-1riveJ. of a "",)icturesque s ~') G t, lJ_"t ::'"lere 

iltTi ~ l be 1.10:' 6 safety in time of war. n 



"WARBURTON MANOR" 
PATENTED 1661 

HOME OF THE DIGGES FAMILY 
(DESCENDANTS OF EDWARD DIGGES . 
GOVERNOR OF VIRGINIA. 1652-1668) 
THE MOST INTIMATE FRIENDS OF 

GEORGE AND MARTHA WASHING10N 
IN PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY. 

WHERE THEY VISITED MANY TIMES 

WASHINGTON 
SPENT HIS FORTY-THIRD BIRTHDAY HERE. 

NOW SITE OF FORT WASH\NGTON 
O[ ICNEU BY LENI ~N 14 

GEORGE WA',HINCTON k, IN 1 NNIAl 19J. 
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1. "Uni ted S tA. tes li.eserva tions, l{a tional Cemetaries and 

~ili tar; PArk s" -1916. 

2. n J rmy J.e0ister of tLle United States - 17'79 -1879" 

.r. =1. S. 2arnrne r sly . 

3. Alexandria Jazette - January 7, 1861. 

4. ~asainbtJn Eost. - U6ust 17, 1884. 

5 . ',Var ~epa.r tmen"t :\ecor d s • 
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