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The History nd De elopm~nt f Shipbuilding in Baltimor~. 

Th~ hist "r'y of ehipbuilding in B ltimClr'~ must be 

trac~d back to th~ very founding of Baltim~~ town in 1729. 

The h~.rty founders dr~w th~ir existene~ from th", water about 

th~m nd of neoessity built th.., or ft which suppli-.d th-m 

with th~ m~ans of obt ining th-.ir livlihood from th~ river 

and b y. ',rhus d~v , l p~d a or ft v}' ich in it growth pr duced 

th~ 1 rg~r s hips s th~ mor~ ambitious spr~ d out ·into 1 rg~r 

fi-.lds of nt~rprise. ',rhe skipj ok, a li~ht bo t, not mueh 

1 rg~r th n skif, e c uipp~d with singl" m st ·w the 

r~cogniz~d bo t of th~ fish . r L'l n, Vlhil~ th~ bug~y~ with its 

gr c",ful lin~s nd two tow~rin~ m sts w s us~d by the yster

man. AS thn town grew nd th~ Tich grioultur~ fi~lds bout 

wer cultiv t~d , ships from for " ign w ters ~nt . r~d th~ h rbor 

and W~ Ie rn from history t hat thay p~n~tr t~d BS far s 

Elkridge L nding on th , p t peco ~iver to 10 d tobacco f or 

Europe. 

The small r~pair wh rv s wer . ~ nlarg~d to m~~t th ~ de

ro nds of t L.~ unc~ sing tr de and t h p building of 1 rg~r :tips 

t B 1 timor o town w s b~gnn. .'!'rO'm t h is inf nt industry grew 

t h~ f mous shipy rde of 3 Itimor~, which built typ ~ of ship 

rl!l!cogniz~d ov ,r th o ~ntire wcrld s th o most b" utiful nd 

fl , ~t~st t h t s il~d th ~ S~. fh~ B Itimor~ clipner c rri~d 

tb ~ city 1 8 comm~rc . on Iv~ry 8 , nd t h eir t· Ii meta nd full 
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TYPES OF VESSELS USED IN THE OYSTER INDUSTRY 

Bugeye used for dredging. 

A Maryland skipjack. 
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11s under w~i~ht of canv s en bl~d th~m to show cl n 

p ir of h~~ls to any cr ft which racad with thorn 

A Baltimore Clipper 

After a contemporary photograph 

~othing w·s mor . conducive to ~hq buildinp of th~s~ 

f8S t and b~ ntiful ves ~; "ls th Yl th"" .Br zili n coffe~ tr d~. 

':.ch~ rival merchants of B It iroor ., vi~d with on~ 'nother in 

s~curing th~ gr~ test amount of tr de with this f outh Am~r-

iean port, Rio d~ fJsn~ri '. Ches pe ke to Brs2.il bee ffi ... the 

cry of s hipown~rs and shipbu ilders. If st~r8 and h~nrty se -

men str in~d ~v , ry nerve to resch Br zil nd r~turn to B Iti-

more ah~ad of th~ir rival. Jos~phine 11, wn~d by C. uorton 

~ tew rt, h~ld th~ r~cord for th~ fle~t s m king t h . f st-

~st p ss g~ from Hio de J n .rio. She was r~port~d off C pe 

Henry t king pilot on bo rd, tw ,nty-two da ys from th~ 'South 

Am~ric n port. rrh~ r~port W b unbelie..,,, bl~ to th ~ owner 

nd doubt~d by th~ wise cr",s of th-, VI t .rfront. i,rhe ~'r3nces, 
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C pt in Pet~r Erickson, elsa of th~ 0 tew rt fl~~t, follow~d 

in tw-,nty- ix d ys from Coff~e port, h vin~ roi sed th o un

preced~nted stre k of f voring winds that h d driven Joseph

in-, 11 to maye r~cord n~v~r -, nu ll-,d. 

Although th~s~ v~ssels w~r~ bU l l~ lor p~ c~~u~ uro~l~~, 

thn w·r of 1812 tiound tt .m re dy nd willing to d .f~nd th~ir 

rights on th~ oce n. 13 1 timor~ s",nt OUl, mer J 'fll. .LV' ve l~ th n 

ny oth~r shipbuilding port nd VI s c lIed by t:t. ngry.rlri tish 

e n~st of pir t~B. fhe m st~rs .nd s ilors w~r, so confident 

nd proud of th~ sp~~d of thAir v~ssels th tone d ring priv t

e~r le~der, 0 pt in Doyl~, proal im~d block de of the British 

coast. uf cours~ this could not b~ c rri~d out, but ships 

built t D Itimore m d~ many c ptures in tho harbors of ~ngl n~ 

T~~ uivil w r hopev~r, c used d~oline in th ~ ship 

building indus try .in B 1 timor _, sine" tb~ 1 n.,s of th~ south 

Am~rioan comm~rce w~r~ m~n'cod by th~ conf"d~r te privat~~rs. 

'2his fact c uS 'J d many .ci ltimor~ sbips to s~~k for~ign r"gis

try by which th~y w~r~ p~rmi tt~d thCl fr~~dcm of th , s~as. 

i.rh~s . v es ... ls with Ii ~n nurses n .. v ,r 1 id th~ ir h~"ls with in 

th" n t ional limits, ov~r vb ich th~ fl ago thoy ssum~d h d 

jurisdiction. 

~ 'hil~ we m y tr ce tr' ~ b~ginninf" of our P;T" t shipbuild

ing industry to t}· ., tim~ befor~ th . 0ivil w rit did not . 

r .. ch i t.3 zeni th until tb, 01 os~ of the conflict nd th~ s~as 

w~r~ th .n cle r of confeder tecruisers . our shipy ris nd 

dry docks incr~ sea in numb~r nd siz ant tte industry w s 

r~viv~d with new vigor. HowevClr, n ltimrr~ w s un bl~ to 

m~ . t th~ d~m nde for new bottoms md many stips, still mov/n 
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v S .oal tim rc; cl ippers, wer~ buil t els~wher~. ',l'he other 

bu ild~rs devi ted som wh t from th~ original clippers 

type, which was b rk.d rigged nd built barkentine, which 

lost tb.~ gr c~ nd sp~ , d 01 thA origin 1, but g6inAd gr~ t

~r ergo a pacity. ~hus t h~ typ o of which D Itimor~ W S 00 

proud gr du lly lost its id~ntity. 

During t .l18 p~aJr of this industry, foreign nations 

wer , 21iv~ to th~ v lu~ of t ~ is fle~t wing~d mess ngqr of 

th~ se s nd on m ny oc as~ions spies visi t~d Jj ltlmor , 

sht~y· a ora~r ~o ~e rn tn~ s~crAt of co nstruction of 

th~s vess~ls. ~r. c- u- v 8 vis, ship rchitect, .hil~ 

s~arch 'ng thq Ne 7 york City library for inform tion p~r-

t ining to his voe tion, found among som~ old pI tea on 

m.chin~ry nd ste mbo t design, the pI t~s of ~ . M r Jstier, 

J:C 'r . nch 8ny, V11~o s~nt dat hom~ to .v· r "'nc~ de cri bing ful=Ly 

the li n~s of 13&1 tlmoro cl i gp . r.. 1 t w s from ~Gr~iE! inform-

tion tt t ve wer~ b~e to l~ rn som~ of th~ p rticul rs of 

our lost rt. I'~1r.J.t. 1.1 resti~r wri t~s in ref ,rqnoe to this 

historic v~ssel that th~ rigging w s r ,m" rkable for its 

lightn~ss. uth~r m rin~ vITit .rs in end~avoring to loc te 

th~ msnnJr of construction, hav~ told us that they wer~ 

copies of th~ .e rench lugg~rs tl..st c m~ to id Arnerie dur

ing th~ .t{~voluti.n. uthers si d t hat tl Q,y wer~ th. product 

of th~ w r of 1812. Lr. D vis how~v~r, cont~nd8 th t th~ . 

Swedes of th~ ~he8 p k~ built wt t 1BS n tion 1 type of 

or ft, but in th~ shAlt ,ring w t~r of th~ Ghes 1) ~ak.., built 

tt-.m ligh1i b Y10 rigg ,d lir m "1 lit ~~,l _ J)1.1(;11J;] of ge r, th t i 

in itself r. id to P ,-.d in sa ling cr ft. 
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With t hA advqnt of stoam, tho shipyards a nd dry docks WAre 

gradually used for th~ construction of th ~ later type VA,S

sale and thq whole atmosph~r~ and th~ c haract~rs w11 ich P1' 9-

dominat~d a r ound th~ watp,r front changed . 

:ial tim o.r-9 is 1mo\~!n as a ci ty of first t}~ ings and in 

t£ie industry of which I am writing, has the distincti n 

of building thf1 first successful submarine. Although many 

expp,riments had been p~rfQrmed~ th~ first r~al submarine 

to perf orm satisfactorily undAr test, was th~ Arganot, 

built Simon Lake, at the C lurnJia Iron Works of this city. 

It was an automobile typP, of subMarin~ with th~ pow~r to 

float, sink and oropAll its~lf, whilp, subm~rg~d, slong the 

b ttom. (Thp, primp. object of thn building of this snbmar

in~ was to salvaRs wreck~. Quit~ diff~r~nt from thp, id~a 

pre alent at this ti ~ p" a divAr was ablA to 1f18ve th~ 

vessel and return whil~ submp,rgqd, and attach a cablo t 

t h p, wrp,ckage to be moved. While on thp, bottom it ran on 

t hre ~ wheels which bad gripping te~t J: p, on t:r..~ circumferenc~ 

Th9 air breathed by thp, occupants uas supplied from the 

surface and t h q Arganot remain~d undqr watqr during its 

trial trip f or foul' hours. Although th~ principle of the 

p,mbodi~d in t hp. Arg-anot was quite s uccp,s sful, t ho propell

i ng of wh~~ls on tb~ bottom was discardqd in latqr types. 

F ollowing t h p. Argano t another 8U m8rin~ ~as built ab ut 

t h o yqar 1896, by t h ~ ijolland Compa ny. Littl~ did we 

think t hat th ~ idASS embodied in th.is primitive submarinA 

could b~ utilizqd i n t ho construction of t h o monstor f 

the dp.ep whlch almost annihi1atqd t ~ ~ rorld c ommerce. 
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Th~ rqputati n of tho s h ipyards of Baltimorq had become s 

famous, t hat thA first commqrcial forAi~n submarine, the 

Deutchland, sqlect~d t his harb ur as its landing place 

aftor its wondqrful ep ch maki~ trip acrss t h q Atlantio. 

Agai n Baltimorq camq . forward in makin~ nA of th~ 

grea tqst advancAments of thq s h ipbuilding industry of the 

world. Her~toforq th Ar~ had beAn diff iculty in docking 

t h q largq vqs s els of t~A UnitAd r tates flA~t. Although 

J3alti.mor~ ha d t h A s~oond largest dooks on t he A : .J...~u1iic 

sqabcard, thqy provp,d inadA~uate, as t hq vessels of our 

govp.rnment increased in size. Heno~ it became necessary 

to build anoth ~r tYPA of drydock to accomodate the eVRr 

increasing tonnage. TO meet this dqmand, on october 15, 

1901, a larg~ stqn] f loating drydock, constructp,d by the 

Maryland Ste~l Uompany at Sparrows p -int, for t he united 

~tat(')s Government, ~tartqd on a Y8yage of two thousand 

milqs, towed by powerful sea-Roing tugs, to Algeria, La . 

where it wa s put into srlrvice. ThA whol~ 'World watc:t~d 

this ~x::perim~nt, a net a1 thougr. many couli reali/~ e the use 

ef such a dry dock at th~ poi nt of its cons t r uction, very 

few admitt~d t}~at it co :.; ld b~ tov,'ed from plac~ to p lacA 

succ~ssfully, a ~e f~w othqrs t han t hq design~rs had h~pqs 

of · it react.i nr: its dest i na IJ icn t v,ro thousand miles Bv,ray. 

It is cgrtai n t t at th's 'mm~nsA piecA o f marinA 

m8chani sm for lift i ng uiant vAssels out of t~~ wat~r to 

cl~a n and r0~air is without equal in ito line. It can 

riase a fifteen thousand ton b8ttlAshi ~ o 1d have its f loors 

t wo f~~t abovq th ~ water level, which 1A dqmanded by the 
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governm~nt, but with tho f1 r p.v~n with th~ wat~r 1~ve1 it 

can lift an eight~An thousand ton ship. An remarkable fact 

is that the d ck can dock itself ~er r~pairs and painting. 

Just ho ,r this is don~ 1 will ~1(plain la t~r. 

F 11 winf~ th is wond~rful marine achievp,ment th~ Mary-

land St~ol Company at SDsrrows point. in th~ y~ar 1905, 

complqted th~ most valuable drydock in th~ world, which was 

named by Mrs . Maude Endioott, daughter f P.~ar Admiral 

Endie tt, Chief of Bur~au f Yards and D ck , U. ~ . navy , 

Dewey. This m nster was built for s~rvice in thq Phi1li-

pin~ Island . It was towed to S 1 mon's Island, at th~ 

m uth of th~ patuxent Riv~r and subject~d to sevp,r~ gov~rn-

mp,nt tP, ts, accepted and prepared for its voya~~ acr 88 bhe 

Atlantic . it start~d on this unprgcp.dented v y8~e n~ar the 

close of th~ year 1905, expectin~ to reach its destination 

in .May 1906. lfnlik~ th~ otJ 1 er dock which was t owed to 

A1~iqr8, L8~, by sea-~oing tugs, t his neny construct~d 

deck was towed by three united states u lli~rs, and after 

many mishaps and vicissitudes, reached its destinati n in 

aialy. This is ~ruly a triumph for th~ Baltimor~ ship-

bu ild i ng- indus' try , :J inc q th~y agrA~d to dol i ver it at 

Manila. The contract price of thiu stA~l floati ng machinA 

was ~l, 124, 000 wi th addi ti onal char~As for chan~"' p. and 

modificati us f dAtails. Tho dock ~ould float a ship f 

2~,447 tons, a1th ugh th~ c ntract called for 16,000 t 

t us it was prqparnd t takA carA of gradual inc~~asing 

size rf warships. 
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Similiar to tL~ dock that was built for Al~ier~t LaT, 

th~ Dew~y was built in thrq~ divisions. which p.nablp,d the 

d ok to dock it8~lf for rp,pairs. onp, divisi n was lar~ar 

and tw werp. small _,r. Wh~n thq bott m of th~ larg~r S9Ct:

ien n~Adp,d cl~aning th~ dthp,r tw did the work. 

T~A dock was built on shore. A dBP,P pit, p,leven 

f~~t und.qr water l~vAl was dug and a coff~r dam C o ilstruct

~d to ke~p uIl~ watql~ Ot.it. Pil~s werA dl'iv~l1 bnd plateill f 

dock wer~ laid. At launching th~ coffer dam was removed, 

th~ watAr all wed to flow in and th~ deck floated. 

C ntents f Dryd ck Dewey 

3- B.W.Beiler 

3-24" Centrifugal ~umps 

CempletA mac ina hep 

T 18p ene 0 mmu ieati" with all parts ef ,~hiplt 

3- Seeti. diTided int. 64- water tigAt oempartmAnta. 

c trelled at pumpi g e mpa~tme Ij- ~ 1! 8 1 r .. ising 

a d loweri g ef d ek. 

e mplete val A use 

C ye ieIce a d quart~r f r crew 

Bat r ma a d kitch s 

'i: - e deck wao net c mmanded by the fficArs f the 

u.~. Navy, but wa .ffieered by 8 ub rdinat~ d~pt. 

The deck wa de igned by Mr. ~erhard styrlander 

Cheif Draftsman ef t e ar11a d Steel Ce. H~ ~.n i 

cempeti wit six ethAr f pla submitted by ther 

c mpa ie te th~ Bureau f Yards and Decks •• f t e NaT1 



- --------

-11-

'::epartme t . 

Mr. St7rlander was re p siblJ t it builder 

fer eTery piece ef machi ery, u ed with it censtructi 

Baltimor~ has always plsJed an i mportant part in the 

shipbuilding industry of the world. Durin~ th~ world war 

vfu~n iron and st~~l becamA scarce th~ building of woode 

ships was revived and many ld squar~ riggers, built many 

YAars a~ a ppliAd to our shipyards for rqpairs. our ship

yars we~A busy tWAnty-four hours a day and many a slacker 

u qd t his as an excuse f roD duty abroad. About t hi s tine 

an attAmpt was madA to build ships of concrp.te, but thA war 

closed so on th~rAaftAr a nd tbe dems '1d ~or ships decreased, 

and t hq experimAnt was not complqted. Ollr yards and d cks 
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are still angag~d in caring for th~ t~irty-four steams hip 

lin~s which ~nt~r our harbor from f orp.ign and domo.stic 

plrts, bqsi~es thq thirtqqn thousand vassAls of all classes 

which a~~ used in th ~ Bay tradp.. 
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.J:jl HLIOG-RA.1:'HY. 

uur City, state and Natio 

'1~halhe imer) 

Sun Almanac 1902, _906. 

Old files of ~un papqr. 

(Allan S ... _rill; Meyer and 

Sunday Sun of ~'ebruary 24, 1924. 

Private interview with former rep rter of Baltimore 

Herald, now engaged as 1ib~a ~i~: f tn~ rlaltimore Sun. 
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