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THE BUILDER.

LICHFIELD SOCIETY FOR THE EN-

- COURAGEMENT OF ECCLESIASTICAL |

ARCHITECTURE.

Tux firet annual meeting of the mentbers
of this socieiy was beld on the 5th of January,
at the Diocesan School.room, at Lichfield,
and was numerously attended. The caair was
taken by the Rev. Prebendary Greslev, upon
the iofion of the Hon. and Verv Rev. the
Dean of Lichfield. The report of the pro-
¢eedings uf the committee for the past year
was read by Richard Greene, Esq., F.A,
Hos. Sec.; and wegre glad to perceive thereby

that. although in itsinfancy, and with but small

Lt‘osent available funds, the suciety is stimu-
iog the desirable object of church restora-
tion upon correct principles, and is, in' con-
junction with sister societies, strenuousiy
resisting the gradual destruction of our vene-
rable charcbes by time, and that great inuo-
vator, ignorance. We trust the day is arrived

when the beautitul remains of those fubrics.

raised by the piety and skill of our furefuthers,
and veoerated by us, will be rescued from the
teoder mercics of agrarian churchwardens,
and opn the fustering care ol better guardiaus.

The report was followed by an addrees from
the Chairman, in which he set forth, in bis
osual plain and felicitous style, the leading
cbaracteristics of Gothic architecture, from
the earliesi perind to its abasement in the
reign of Elizs
upon the cheap: church building of wodern
times. g

Thomas Jobneon, Esq., followed the chair-
mao, with some mosi excellent practical
remirks upon the care to be observed in
‘effecting what are termed restorations. e
admitted the grest utility and advantage to be
derived from the combioed talent and inquiries
of such socictiés; but, as a practical arcliiect,
be held out & warning to théir members to re-
member the ancient adage, * Ne sutor ulitra
crepidam.”

The proceedings were concluded by the
honorary secretary, Richard Greene, Esq,, who
read a paper upon the sculptures of Norman
architecture, in which he nxs'v-nced the some-
whatstartlingopinion thatour earliest Christian
charch embellishinents are essentislly pagan,
and of idolatrous origin. He supported the
proposition with great ingendity, and most in-
teresting facts, elucidating the paper through-
out with numerous drawings.

ENGINEERS.
_ In & work recently poblished, under the
title of * Railicays, thetr Uses and Manage.
ment,” containing much interesting muiter on
the subject of railways already executed, as
well =3 those in course of progress, we find
the following pas<age having reference to
some of our leuding engineers, which will

doubtless be perused with interest by our |
1

readers . —

¢ Most happy should we be if the undertaking
had to depend for its success in Parlisment upou its
own value, without the intervention of counsel, as
ot only would time and moncy be thus saved, but
the rcal merits of the proposed work would be
brought forward more honestly, or If it had got
these pretensions and that recommendation, it
would lose 8 falsc bolster and fall. It is well known
that the skill and scienee of the different engineers
are frequently useless to them, with all their assured
knowledge. by their failure as witnesses. Thus
George Stepbenson is never put iatos witness-box,
if his friends can keep him out ; hie bas not the tem-
per for cross-examination by persons he considers
lgnorant of the subject, snd with his opinion of
himself, it would be impossib¥ to find any person
be would submit to. No man, however, deserves
more credit than George Stepbenson for the man-
ner be has advanced himself in the world, which is
in itself no greater proof of hLis natural abilities
than his acknowledgment of it is of bis real unaf.
fected excellence of heart—he is however a theorist
of the wiidest kind, and until be became a coal-
owner, felt that the first things in the vorld were
railwsys. and the frgt person George Stephenson.
He has, notwithstanding his energy and knowledge
of coals, failed to introduce them into public use at
# reduction in their price, as he prom:sed he would;
and no inland coal will do sc; however much its in-
troduction into the metropolis may interfere with
the sen-borne supply. His railways are not always
the best or most profitable, and we think he has
made a3 mistake also in becoming chelrman of any

th, and offered some strictures

| railway compapy. Robert Stephenson, with s
higher educatiog, is more calm self- posseseed,
l and makes s bater witness. Walker, sharp, quick,
and cicver, may always be reiad upon for all he

andcrtakes. qL John Rennie, {however possessed

the badgrering of counsel, and foggets his professional
segwice 1 bis gantlemanly feeli Grorge Renuie
is too retired upd modest to make known bis ex-
tensive information and great machanical knowledge
ander the ordingry examination df counsel—he must
be drawn out, gnd thus makes an honest, conscicn-
tious, and iatdiligent witncss. Young Brumel is
clever and sclf-pos . and would not casily be
put down. Lacke's testimony| would look hard,
matter-of-fact, [and solid —economical in all its
parts. Giles if hasty, anxious, but determined not
to be put down; Cabitt, quiet, calm, and firm.
Vignolies, enerfetic and fiery, laoking, the very per-
sonification of pome new and wild theory, to be put
into immediatd practice by his iastrumentality,
would rather aptonish Lis audignce by his bold ex-
postulations anfl warm support of them, than con.
_'incc by bis arguments and facts, except in matters
of detaded sud minute expense in practical expe-
rience—his evjdence has, homever, been largely
counted ou by his employers. Braithwaite is &
clever machinis, with an mqn%ng mind; and, in

our opiuion, has heen spoilt by being made a rail-
way cugineer ; land in this lat
expericnce is the Eastern Counties line, and his de-
claration of the co of His original cstimates
for the whole line Yo Yarmouth; made at a public
meeting a year{and a hall obtainlng the act,
will hardly add to the conf. of the public in
bis foture undeftakings ; his self-opinion and resdi-
| ness will alwayp support him, whetber as 8 witnens
or advocate. |Bidder is, , the most perfect
witness ; for thgugh'Rastrick has the hardest mouth
of any, and thf most imperturbable determination
uot to be beatep, yrt Bidder, with all the same per.
tinacity, has, #nddition, an effrontery of masuner
| (however uoing
lute opposition); Gibbs is booest and straightfor-
{ ward, and haying bought Lis expenence ¢n esti-
mates somewhit dearly on the Cm:don. would
| never again degeive himself, or|others.”

e —————
LSONS OF THE CHURCH.

FREEMJ

The Fifth
held on the
(ira)"s-inn,_!
chair, was nu
ing business

A proof on}vellum of the Fellows’ St. George

Monthly Cbapfer of the Coliege
L4th inst.,, .s¢4 Warwick-hoi-e,
e Rev. F. P. Pocock, B.A,in the
nerously attended, and the follow-
Wwas transacted :—

Election-dipkunn being presented, “the iliu
minated prinfing of the diploma was ordered
to be carriefl into executipn, and one copy
thereof t6 belgiven to cach ;ellow,und a.dupli-
cute on purchment to be preserved in a book
with the collpge muniments,

The Archjtectural Assodiates’ Election-di-
plowa was orgered to be printed, and one copy
-thereof on r per to be given to each associate,
and u dyplitate on parchment of every copy
' to be ulso preserved with the college muni-
ments.

A deputsjon was sppoipted o fill up the
diplomus, uad the college swal was‘ordered to
be engraved.
East and F. Leake were elecied
fellows ; Mewsrs. F. Lloyd und

Messrs. F
architectura

wship -us. coslerred on Sir H.
Bart., .P., Messrs. — Jerdun
e Literary Gazette) and H. Shaw,
F.A.8.; and J. W. G. Gujch, Euq., was ap-
pointed metgorologist to the college,

The discyssion of the laws was then com-
menced, thegrades of membership being fixed
an follows : 4-1st, Architecgurul-fellows.; 2nd,
Architecturgl-associates {(under twenty-four
yeurs old);l 3rd, Clerical-fellows (ordained
clergymen ¢f the Church of England); 4th,

Luy-teliows and 5th, Hosorary-fellows. The
! tributton was set at half-n-guinea
- each cootributing member; 2
uiaea and 4 half per annum from architectural

norary fello
Fleetwood,
| (editor of t}

ellows, or fiwclve guineas at one time, in liea
of ull futurp payments; mad from all ather
contributing members one guinea per annum,

eans 3t une time from clerical fel-
feliows,

cf being, from the lateness of the
ble to proceed farther in the dis.

mmp':ele the elections, adjourned
lock inthe evening of Tuesday, the

even'ing, un
cussion, or
! till eight o'

2%th instan

of all the kmi“‘t on the suljject, canbot stand ’

position his oanly

paticoal) which defies the most reso-.

J. Catchpolg were elected !u{-fcllows; the ho- |

TO THX EDITOR OF TME BUILDRR.
Bristol, March [4th, 1848.

Stm,—To rective a boon from any source, and
| Dot to return thenis for the same, | bave no doubt
| the world would pronounce ungrateful,—I mean
to say, that purtion of socicty that have the power
| of reason an. jpstice to bestow praise where merit

shines forth in sl ite splendour, as the morning
sun docs through the hovering mist, apreading its
genial warmth like around the worthy and un-
worthy of mankind, making all bright and gay that
would be otherwise dark, cold, and gloomy.

The boon 1 speak of is your new work. and most
| beastily do I hope that you are fizing your foundation
.on a rock that will last for ages, when time, and

things of time, have passed awny.

1 consider, with many others of dur sacient city;
that a work such as Tur BoiLnkn bas been” long
wanted ; it will be always usefal as & book of refer-

| ence, oue always suitexd to lay before the. building
gentry . for thousands of pounds are spent by our
merchants for srticies that are made in Loodon
| alonc, or goods of superior quality. . This will
shew at ouce the advantage "of persons in profes-
sions, trades. and callings advertising in a work
likely to becomq the companion of the counting:
house, workshop, and office. It is frequenty the

casc that cou people are at & loss to kuow the
town price fo:':H useful articles, and under the pre-
scat mode of fer by steam, it is & secoadary con-

sideration as to 1

To illustratd what I mention, I will simply
refer to t-o'i' three instances. First, I was
rambling along the stoeets of this city 3 morging
or two back, | snd Ly chaoce | strayed into
the church of St. Psul's, Bedminster, where
some tradestuap bad just finished a handsome
altas-picce ; the/design is in the decorated Gothie,
for the chburch i a Gothic one.  The carving is of
exquisite work jall the spandrils are foliated, and
the buttrenses Te terminated with crocketed pine
nacies, and two! handsome cinopies, with finials and
hezagonal ribs, or net-work, cover the tops. But
what attracts thie geueral atteation most, is the de.
calogue plates { they appear like tables of brass,
and the letters are highly finished. The characters,
I believe, are what professioual persons call illumi-
pated, snd are, in fact, the first in the west of
Englaud ; and ||f the maker's name were known, I
think they wquld become geoeral. They were
manufactured in London, | cannot ssy by whom.
The altar-piece is dounc in Painswick stooe of a
very fine textune, and as a modern picce of architec-
ture, | should say, is the best of the decorated
Gothic styie in this city. 1 remember-seeing, some

time back, ata little distince from this city, a roof
constructed of paper, and [ believe the person that
coustructed the same was a Londoner, How useful

it would be to have a reference to all Londom
improvements ¢ad inventions, the names of such
inventors, and jhe cost price attached. [ could say
much more on the subject, but 1 have intruded too
long already oy your attention. My sincere wish
is, that I could render the slightest assistance to
your praiscworthy work ; and 1 have no doubt but
it will meet’ the encouragement it deserves, for 1 am
convinced it will rectify abuses, disperse the gather-
ing clouds ol;i‘nonnce. and expel the viees of
drunken tradesmen, who frequent the taverns more
for information and company than from vicious
babits. Happy am I to say that such s book as
Tue Boirous will, I trust, have the desired effect,
{ as the price is within the power of the nost hamble
tradesman, of which I ani one.
With every fespect, I remain, gratefully,
A Mzenantc.

Miscellanea,

Nzw Bripge over Tur River Wean.—This
stupendous bridge, which connects the city of Dur-
ham with Newcastle, South Shields, and Sunder-
land, and is déstined to form a portion of the great
chain of railwhy to Edinburgh, is built on the spot
originally sele¢ted by Mr. Telford for a bridge on
the line of the projected great road to the north ; it
was designed By Mesars. Walker and Burges, after
the model of ‘Trajan’s bridge at Alcantara; and,
with some modifications to “suit the locality, has
been constructed under Mr. Harvison, the engineer
of the railway, by Messeu. Gilb, of Aberdeen, whoae
perseverance Jnd skill in the execution of the struc-
ture, and in ogotrnding with the diffioulties of it, are
highly praised] The brdge is enffrely constructed
of freestone, [from the Pensher quarries, close ad-
joining ; and as a plain, simple structure, contain-
ing boldness gf design with exeellence of execution
and economy, rivals any other work of the kind in
‘ Great Britain,. It was commeaced in 1836, and

inished in 1838, occupying 714 working days, and
cost about 35,000/

Lock Hospirar.—The ol bullding has been en-
| tirely pulled down, and the new and handsome cdi-
{ ‘fice now in caurse of erectio in the Harrow.road is
| very nearly cqmpleted.
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