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Miscellanea,

Prosucrep Works.—Tenders have been

called for by advertiscment for the extension
of Sewers in the Tower [lamlets; for buildiog
of sewers in Kensington; for building s new
south wing to the St. Olave’s Union Work-
hoase, Southwark * for the excaration of a
patent slip and a wall foundation st.Haming-
ton, with iron.work and machinery for elip,
mason and wallers' work, &c.; also for the
construciion of three-quarters of a mile of the
Birmingham, W olverhampton, and StourVal-
lev Railwayn, amended tenders.
ExasrLy To Mastins wno waxt Heartny
Active Wounnuex.—* Lhere are sceptical
people,” savs the Cateshead Odserver, ' 'who
throw cold water on ull onward movements—
even on public Laths and washhuuses. The
warking ‘clusses, they sav, would not go to
baths, if you were to build them. - But the ex-
perience of Londun, Liverpooi, Manchester,
and utker 10wns, proves the cuntrary; and we
are nol without similar evidence in Newcastle
und Gateshead, The lessee of the public baths
in Northumberlund-street has wisely made
reductinns, frain time to itme, in bis scule of
charges, and is now issuing sixty tickets for
1., each of which will secure the holder o
wurm bath and a towel. At the Literary and
I’nilusopbival Society lately, Mr. M*Kelvin,
of Abbot snd Cu.’s, stated that he had pur-
chased & pound’s worth of - these tickets, and
oo his return to the Guteshead perk works,
soon fuund customers for them all, at four-
pence 8 ticket.  We trust that in every great
pullic estublishnient in Newcastle and Gates-
head there will be found a Mr. M:Kelvin.”
If nasters, in districta or towns deficient in
cheap baths, or even where such baths already
eXist, were tu cfea‘e an increased demand for
them by the offer 1o purchase and distsibute
tickets, at low prices, amongst their work-
men, doubtlces both niasters and workmen,
21 well as bath-keepers, would derive consi-
derable profit ftom the speculation. The
morul influence of the masters would thus be
brought 0 bear exactly upon those least
likely, yet most requiring, to seek the aid of
the Heah-brusb, the soap, snd the bath; and
thus additions!| activity and spirit, as well as
heulth and cleanliness, would be infused into
the workshop.

Disrecano or Loxnoy AxtiQuiTINS.—
In the ninth part of Mr. C. Roach Swmith’s
valuable Collectanea Amtigua (etchings of an-
cient remalns illustrative of the habits and his.
tory of pust ages), the author finds reason again
to refer to the ** perfect disregard in which our
city amtiyuities are continued to be held by the
city authuritiee,” 1le saye that a piece of
Ruman sculpture found during excavations for
a sewer in Tlarl-slroel. Crutched Friars; re-
presenting the Dee Matres or Matrone, which
* thraws a light upuen aue of the forms of
woiskip prevailing in Roman London, and has
been made the means of instituting successful
inquiry into 1he superstition of our ancestors,
at the present moment lies neglected in an
outhouse in the city sione-vard.”

Brarvus.—A propoesal from Mr, Milnes to
erect a «tatue of Nelson, in Norwich, has been
accepted. T'he statue is to Le seven feet high,
and 1o cost 70} guineas. I'he bishop is inter-

«eating hinsell 10 favour of 1he project: the
same artist hus been sclected by the Board of
Ordnance tr execute the full leogth of
of the Duke of Wellington, to be placed
in the Lower of london. — ln Edinburgh,
tecoty-four Waverley figures are siill re-
yuired 10 complete the Sentt monument.
Another Wuserley hull i« 10 be got up to
raise the sum required (2,000/).—Gibbon's
second stutue of luskisson, recenily erected in
Canoing-piuce, Liverpool, is of bronze, sand
stunds nine feet high.

Tue'Tniroiivs.—Sir: Permit me, through
the medium of your columos, to inquire the
derivation aond mesning of the word ¢ Trifo-
riam.” — o' Sulbscriber,

*s* The gallery (fori), or open space, be-
tweeo the vaultiog and the roof of the aisles
-of u cathedral or church, opening into the nave,
transept, or choir, by sa arcade over the main
arches, 15 called the * triforium.”” In modern
times it has come to be applied to the range of
arches or panels between the top of the pier
arches and the Loltom of the clerestory win-
dows, erven where there is no gallery, but
‘merely the semblance of it.

Tuv stare or Birkenukan.—The Lirer-
pool Courier gives a melancholy pictore of
the present appearance of Birkenhead. After
detailing the number of new buildings un.lel,
amounting in value to 70,000/, the writer
says, *the above-named sre onlz' a few in-
stances smongst the vast bulk of appsrently
lost and desolate property in this uufortunate

lace. The great extent of closed premises
in the secondary descriptions of streets, il is
needless to particularize —suffice it to say, that
they mey be seenin every direction. Splendid
private houses, ton, in immedinte praximity to
the business part of the town, and besutiful
villas more remotely situated, seem also to
have alike shared in the general flight which
has taken place; while the dismal-looking
batches of partially crected buildings, some
just covered in, and others with the rough and
rugged waulls scarce halfl built up, left to full
into dilapidation and decay from the inability
of their owners to complete them, give a me-
lancholy finish to the picture which may well
chullenge aparallel in the snnals of preinature
speculation, or nf ecnmmereial reverses.” Kiill
as he says, * The gloom that hangs over Bir-
kenhead is partly owing to the stagnation and
want of confidence that everywhere prevuil.
When these pass away, her proapects will of
course brighten, her bLuildings will aguin be
tenanied, and her streets snd public places
once more resocund wilh the bum of business.
The sdvantages of Ler position, and her in-
berent capabilities, remsin the same; wsod
though it may be some time before her rea-
lised resources fill up the gigantic outline
which the sanguine snticipations of her pro-
jectars huve sketched, sull while Liverpool
continues prosperous, that prosperity cannot
fail to be largely participated in by Birken.
head.” Since the appearance of the article
from which the foregoing is taken, a proposal
of amsistance from Government has been made
and sccepted. “ The goveroment is to resume

esainn of the pieee of made land on the
north side 6f the entrance to the great float,
and, on condition of that lund being recon-
veyed to the Comminioners of Wooda snd
Forests, they eagage to pay the expense of
completing the sea wall, reserving to them-
selves the right of making any use they think
fit of the land, and 10 mske as many slips und
sluices as they may require. It is supposed
that this stipufstion is made with the view of
converting a portion of the land into an
arsensl.” The amount already expended on
the sea wall is 21,000/, and it is estimated
that, 1o complete it 44,000/. more will be ne.
cessary. This amount government offers 1o,
give, on the conditions ubove-named, and, in
addition, w0 advance 150,000/ for the purpose
of finishing the grest float and embanknents,
so as to bring the dock into condition for
business. The government are to receive, in
part, as collateral seccurity, township honds
to the amonnt of 35000/ Birkenhead will
vet realize in great part the expectations of
thase who created i,

Catrion 18 Creaxsine Cessroors.—
The Long-acre tragedy bas been Yecently re.
hearsed, if oot acted over again, st Fitten-
hangers, an estate of the Dowsger Cnuntess
Hardwicke, where, according to tbe Hertford
Mercury, in order to destroy the unpleasant
odour from & ceespool while cleansing it, the
gardener, with that, in this instance, dun-
gerous gualification, ‘uz little knowledge,
proceeded to *disinfect’ it by help of
oil of vitrol; and while the disbolical
fumes of sulphuretted and phosphuretted
hydrogen, thus liberated of a sudden from
their ulkaline fixative, were stifl  salient
ia the pool, his assistant descended into il und
was of course immediately laid prostrate.
Nevertheiess, unwurned by the resulr, another
lubnurer followed, in order to rescue him who
had found his position 100 deadly for his nwn
rescue, snd ke was as ospeedily reduced to
insensibility. A third, nevertheless, followed
his leader with the same result, and a fourth
tbe ibird. At length experience taught even
unthinking mortals such as these that other
measures ought to be sdopted ; and the whole
were withdrawn by aid of poles and ropes.
Bome hopes, strange to la{, are still enter-
tained of their recovery. How the ides of
¢ disinfecting ' cesspools or sewers by belp of
oil of vitriol originated, it is bard perhups to
a8y, unless it might be in the expectation thst
s combination o?mlphur and oxygen, such as

itis, would neutralizeonc of sulphur and h ydro
gen, leaving nothiogbut suiphur and waier ; bu
itought never to be forgottenthal ceaspools aud
sewers will always abound with soda, potash,
and probably lime, which will bhold these
¢ hydrasdire,’ if we may s0 call them, in a fixed
state, and that sulphuric oxyaeid will itself be
neutralized by the slkaline bases, snd will
liberate in pi.ce of destroying the poisvnous
bydrides.

Iuprovesents 1v Castino Crrivomioar
Pirus.—Mr. Stewart, of Montrose, hss taken
nut & patent for a new mode of casting iran
water or gas pipes, by which a superior ma.
terial is produced, ut a less cost than by the
ursal method. The mould consists of » per.
pendicular cylindrical iron box, of the required
1izé, with a shaft in the centre; longer, than
the mould, and communicating with machinery
above, by which it is kept revolving, und, as
it revolyes, it gradually rises. At the bottom
of this shaft is an instrument, which may be
termed a * presser,’” or i rammer,” consisting
of an iron block, having inclined tabular
faces, of such smaller dismeter thao the box,
us to leave the sand of the reguired thickoees
for the mould. Oa feeding the sand at the
top of the box, it is distribuled towards the
sides, and the shaft and rammer, gradually re-
volving and rising, press it with great force
aguinst the sides of the box, leaving the
mould finished and perfectly cylindrical on its
arriving at the top, ready for the insertion of
the core. The umount af pressure against the
sand ie regniated by meuns of & counterpoise

weight. T'he following are the advantages
clsimed by the patentee:—' 1. A perfectly
| straight cylindrical pipe, of uoifurm thickness.
—2. No_parting or joint of any kind.— 3.
Dretssed at noe-balfl the ordinsry cost.—4.
Less sand used than in any other wl{. snd, of
course, easier dried, if required,—5. T'he cust.
ings and sand easier removed from the boxes
tban in the ordinsry way.—@. The flasks, or
boxes, better culculated to resist the presaare
of the metal than sny now io use.—7. Thia
method is the best for casting pipes perpen-
dicularly that has bitherto been employos.—
8. The greatest recommendation of all 1s, the
simplicity of the apparatus, which requires the
attendance of a boy only, who with my ms-
chioe, as ut present workiag, turas out easily
six pipes, six inches bore, per hour.”

Mioptrsex Luxatic Asvivun Comriyi-
tTio8. —On Wednesday last the commitiee, as
we are told, made their first selection of twelve
from the designe submitted to them. Itis said
that the plans will oot be cxhibited, some of
the compeiitors having expressed an unwill.
ingness to ullow their ideas to be seen by
others tbun the magistrutes. Should this really
Le the fact, which is scarcely credible, they
will saon have reason fo regret their short-
sighted policy. Such s cuse as this would
serve as & precedent to ather parties for refus-
ing 1o exhibit competing plans, and {hus the
only check on committees advertising for de-
signs, amall as it is, would be lost.

i
A Cuzck-sTriNG vor Exoink Diivens,
Sir,—It occurred to me about two months
since, that an improvement, for the safety of
the public mightibe nade in the construction
l of the locomative engine, by having the foot-
. plate on which the engine driver stands, sup-
ported by springs and sttached to a lever, so
| ennnected with a valve on the top of the steam
pipe in the dome of the bailer, that, should
the enginc driver leave the plate either by ace
cident or dusign, in imminent .danger, the
springe under the foot-plate should cause it to
1ise, und by closing the valve abave numed,
effectually to shit off the steam from the eylin.
ders. ‘I'he engine driver, when in hie place
| oa the foot-plate, would bave he seme con-
trol thet he now has.

Brighton. ALLEN ANBCOMBK.

TENDERS.

Tower Hamlets Sewers.—Mile End Roed:
Sewer, 4 feet 6 inches by 2 feet 6 inches; length,
B9S feet.

Shalders .« .00

Stewart . . 700
Yeomans .....co0uivvees. 046
Munday.....oivanencanes. 0627
Crook...ocovevevevniroiss 597
Livermore .. ,.covvernvses: 576
Hill 567
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