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THE BUILDER.

WATER POR NORWICH.

Sir,— submit for consideration the follow-
ing suggestions for obtaining an ample supply
of rain-water for Norwich.

We bave a street in this town at one end of
which (though there are obstructions at pre-
sent in the way) is placed the beautiful * Nor-
man keep ™ of our castle. The inhabitants of
this street draw their supply of drinking water
frcm a well, 1 think, from 120 to 130 feet
deep. One side of this sireet commands the
most beautiful prospect in Norfolk, periaps
in England, now shut out by buildings of the |
most wretched character and description,
although it is the direct road to the west part
of our environs. Along the strect fountains
would not only be of great public wtility, but
might be made, by the aid of architectursl
genius, sources of infinite pleanure,

I lived, during a penos of three years, in
a warm climate. and occupied a house in
which there were never less than ten persons,
and {requently during summer upwards of
trenty for weeks together ; and although there
was & well within a few feet of the door we
preferred makiog use of the rain-water, pre-

served in a susnk stone tank, d every part
of the year, and for all purpm:,’m&e af-
fording an abundant supply, notwithstanding
droughts of six weeks’ and two moaths’ dure-
tion. | cannot hesitate to believe that in this
country quastity will not »e the objection.
There we had wood roofs, and wood supphed
our fires, consequently the water which fell
from them required o previous preparstions ;
here coal fires give us the troubls to pusify the
draugbt.
Norwich.

W.T.

Rain-water fountains, provided with filters,
are inexpensive in their first formatiou, and
are maintained at small cost in full efficiency
for many years. They possess, also, the fol-
lowing adyantages, vis. :—

1st. A certain supply of really pare water
throughout the year, at the rate of ten gallons
per diem for each square yard of surface led
ato them.

2nd. They are accessible in the depth of
winter is in the height of summer, for they
cannot {reeze.

3rd. They yielll not oaly the purest water
to drink, but that which is indispensable for
all household purposes.

4th. The streets may be convesiently wa-
tered with their aid.

sth. They are certain resources in cases of
fire; and instantaneously applicable by the
mosat simple means, which a chld may com-
prehend and make use of.

6th. Water, the grand requisite for savitary
purposes, is by this means obtained nbundantly
and cheap.

It appears by the Norfolk Rain-Gauge
Register that one acre of land receives duri
the year 13.923 hogsheads : this quantity wil
give to each square yard of roof (withis a
fraction) 150 gallons. A cottage, therefore,
with & roof of no more than 25 square yards,
will give ten gullons and two pints per diem o
its occupants lhrouﬁmut the year.

The tanks will circular and sunk iato
the earth, built with brick, laid wkh Roman
cement,and faced with the same, and sufficsently
deep to contain an iron frame in four parts
suwrroending a centre man-hole, in which (for
cottage supply) a pump will be fized for com-
mon w«e. Upon these iron franes the foi-
lowing m.aterials should be placed :—

1st. A stratum of oyster-shells, 3 inches
deép.

2nd. A ditto of charcoal, same thickness.

3rd. A ditto of fine sand, d'tto.

4th. A ditto of shingle, ditto.

These will form a sufficient filter, and (1
think) render the water pure and clear as
crystal. The landlords of cottage property to
be instructed to lead their down pipes into
these receptacles, through such tuhes as might
be recommended. When the tanks are made
use of for street and ornamental purposex, a
force-pump (having an India-rubber hose
tubiag) might be fixed—and this tubing may
be of any desired length—and would be used
to water the streets, supply reservoirs in all
tﬁlllr:umundjng' houses, mdy also to extinguish
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BLIND BUILDERS:

Wr have but one object in giving the lista
of ill-considered tenders which occasionally
appear in our pages under this head, and that
is. the advantage of builders. We did . not
adopt the course without due consideration,
and we are satisfied the determination we came
to is the right one, and will effect Saod.

Amongst correspondents on this subject,
“ An Architect” thinks we may be some-
titnes unjust to the lowest in the spplication of
the term, which may rsther apply to the
highest. Wedo not pretend to eay which is’
in error,—but that one is so when such dif-
ferencen exist as those we have had occasion to
chronicle, is undeniable.

When, taking two instances from a pile now
before us, wo find tbe highest tender for & new
shop froat in lsliagton 3504, and the lowest
195!, and thirteen tenders for certain work

'io the London Mechanics’ Institution ranging

from 114k down to 33/, the justice of the
epithet, and the necessity for some proceeding

' to make builders think upon the subject, must

be evident.
One Jeading builder, in s letter containing
an assertion which is necessanly wholly
groundless, and as it scema to us somewhat
impertineat (namely, that we “ have upon
this subject, Do correspondent of high stand-
ing ia the building business ), threateos us
with legal proceedings if his pame should
again appear in our psper under such circum-
stances. We have no desire io” annoy, still
less to injure, any one, but no foolish and idle
threat of this sort will preveot us from con:
Unuing in s course which we coasider for the
good, vo long as such tenders as the
wing, for , are made.®

Tenders dehy

& bouse at the cormer of Whitelriars-street gnd
Primroee-hill. Mr. Malpas, architect.
Wormaley o..cc.ooovoe.. £1,14
Park....... OaI0n 959
Bagg ..........: T 910
Lyons . ok 903
Darby ........ o cancaacd 800
Netting ........ 900550 ol 780
Simmons . ... xtoloratons 760
Joseph Gresawood oo 705
S U000 C0 T . 3 693
Pilbee ., .ooiiiiniinns 687
Wataon ..e... 870
James Greeawood ........ 660
James Judd.............. 647
Collias. ...... 637
Cox and Hart..........: 595
Howiett snd Collett. ...... 528

HEALTH OF TOWNS ACT IN DOVER.
COMMISMION OF INQUIRY,

Mr R Rawwrinson, ose of the ingpectors

appoinied by the General Board of Health, |

opened a court of inquiry at Dover, on Mon-
day, the 4th inst.,, which continued for several
days. A great oumber of witnesses were
sxamived, most of thern voluntanly, and ouf
wformants say abundant testimony was pro-
dwced of the necesnity for the introduction of
far greater powers than any local Acts now give
the governing bodies in this town. Of the
defective supply and bad quality of the wates,

‘the evidence was complete; no established

rule of charge appears to have been adopted by
sither of the two compenies who have par-
titioned the town; and there are many parts
where the maine sre not istroduced. is
supplied to the public at 7s. 6d. per 1,000 fect ;
the street lamps are charged 3J. 3s. per annum
for hatwings, consuming 5 feet per hour, and
35s. for three jets, burming 3 feet por bour, the
Compeany furnishing mains end lamps.
the geuneral salubmty of the town, and the
healthy state of the inhabitants, the medical
witnesses gave satifactory repocts. Tho cem-
missioner, aitended by Dr. Soulby, Mr. Huntly,
architect and surveyor, and the surveyor to the
Paving Board, made a persoual inspection of
most of the localities, many of the poorer
districts presenting a scene of the most
disgusting filth. The sources of the river
Dour were .next visited ; but the immense
amount of mill perty situsted on the
stream, and why must be coropensated
if any deprivation of water at the head

* This list has boen forwarded ta us by seven differsnt
parties.

for eundry alterations to |

Dxc. 23, 1848,

took place to any extent, such as that for the
supply of a large town of 20,000 people, is
thought to render it necessary to abandon all
idea of accomplishing it in this manoer. ‘The
oft-repeated answer which was given by the
poor cottagers, that * we do not bive in this
condition from choloe,” is convincing that if
you give them the means they will be clean.

RAILWAY JOTTINGS.

Notices bave been lodged of application
to Parbament for its sanction to upwards of
twenty amalgamations in land, and eight
in Scotland. The number of plans and sec-
tions lodged in connection with railways down
to the laas day for their reception was twenty.
nloe, two only being for new lines. A
commission of ical engineers and scien-
tific men has receat!y appointed at the
recommendation of the Railway Commis-
dooers, \0 investigate the propriety of em-
ployiug iron, snd particularly cast-iron, in rail-
way worke.— [be reduction in price of coal
» Eury St Edmunads, since the opening of the
Eastero Union, has been equal to the amount
of rates levied in the town.——Notwith-
standing the use of powder magazines ‘with
trains, and the probibitica of other modew of
conveying guapowder and other combustibles,
80 much carclessness in the disposal of dan-
gerous matenals such as these, and that by the
railway officials theselves, has been ncca-
sionally evinced, that complainis and warnings
bave repeatedly been given hy prudeat peisoiis
to more than one of the principal compnnies.
Probibating other modes or transit, and taking
special charge themselves of such materials, it

is incumbent on them to carry out
the most stringent regulations for their saie

disposal at every stage of their transit. Never-
thelleu, m.ctgmxu just occurred on the
Eastern Counties lines which perilled the lives
of numerous ies whose cscape was all but
miracalous. Nearly two cwt. of powder in two
separate barrels, on bging taken out of a train
mﬂine at Witham, in place of being warily

ot unce disposed of in a3 place of safety,
were carelcasly put down in the very way of a
mail train, which ren right over them, the
engine crushing them to pieces, while the
lrrh from the grating in & moment exploded
the whole, throwing the engine upwards and
sidelong off the rails, tearicg up the permanent
way, smashing several of the carriages. and

} tbe train with a sudden shock.
Had the sparks taken even a single secon:!
longer to reach the powder, the explosiva,
instead of taking place beneath the por.-
deruus and resistive engine, must Lave
slain every soul in the carriages helind
it. Ralway recklessness meets amazirg'y
often with * the devil’s own luck * it is,ind.ed,
amazing, how the merest and most critical
chance so often tempers such fatalities with
merciful interposition. We would not advise
railway officials to trust too much or too long
to mcz chances, bowever.——We confess we

| have a spice enough of uncharitablenéss in us

Of | e

w0 rejoice st the continued failure of the return-
tieket suspensiva on the different lines of
rilway. Taking the three last weehs before
the eventful 1s¢ of November, the gross pas-
seuger seceipts on the Great Western were
45,5720, 15s. 2d. for the three weeks. The
passenger receipts for the three weeks after
the 1st November were 37,2821, 61, ; showing
a falling-off in the pessenger traffic alone in
these three weeks of 8, . 9s. 3d.! and this,
00, with 154 miles of additional line brouyght
into productive operation. The whole of -this
dimicution is on the passenger traffic alonc,

goods traffic contiguing wearly stationary.
Agua, the Midlaod Company’s trafbie for the
weok before the 1ed of November was 21,446/, ;
fos the week after November 1st, 1t way
90,8324, ; showing s falling-off of 624). For
the three wesks beft November 1st, the
traflic was 67,691 ; for the three after No-
vember 1st, it was 60,313 ; showing a falling-
off, on the three weeks, of 7,379%! Thus it is
clear that the railways will get less money out
of the increased cost of travelling; and *the
public,” as the Glowcester Journal remarks,
“ may now, we think, confidently reckon on 2
return to the system which worked well—not
only for the public, but for the companies them-
selves.” Yetsuch stupid and obvious miscaleu-
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