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THE PERIODS OF CHURCH ARCHITECTURE.
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THE SEVEN PERIODS OF CHURCH be made, namely, how the parts are pat to- As regards the earlier, or Homanesque,ne
ARCHITECTURE. uether, befors ~considering how they are |division can be morerefficient.than that whict
Ovr readers are already acquainted to some clothed and dressed, thai first atep in tbe in- |divides buildings of that class.into those which
extent with Mr. Sharpe’s views on the nomen- vestigation bas yet.to be taken. e cannat, | were erected previous, and those which were
clagure and divisions of medisval architecture.® in fact, take up the subject from any point |erected subeequently,-to the conquen, snd
He bas recently published a swall wurk on the «which has siresdy been reached by previons | describes thern respectively es:Saxon and Not-
subject, and has read a paper upon it with wrilers, or treat.it upon any plan that has al- | wan, . . J
especial reference to the subordination and ready been laid dewn ;-but we muet commence | As to the intermediate period alluded 1o, %
distinctive character of the mouldings at the, the investigation again from the beginping, |0one other can the term Transitional be & §
[ well applied as-to the buildings erected under

lastitate of Architects.] and upon new principles. ; !
In the latter Mr¢. Sherpe said,—Though it Church architecture was essentially an archi- | those remnagkabie imflusnces which exuud

may be difficult 10 assign & reasan, the fact is tecture of transition. A reguler and gradual | during the conlest betwesn the two antigo-
vndeniable that the cultivation of the study of progress is observable throughout the six or | nistic periods which ended, about the closc of
our national architecture, ar least of the critica! | seven eenturies into which it is divided; and | the twelfth century, in the complete establish-
and lustorical part, has been almost entively | this appears to have been carried on simul- | ment-of the pointed srch, i
abandoned Ly the professionsl architect, and t-noouu?-in different parts of the country. It | As to tbe :Gotbic peviod, mo better divieion |
left in tbe haads of architectural amateurs; | is, therefore, impossible to divide our archi- |of it can be smployed sban that which i cbe-
yei, while we are willing to adinit our infinite ) tecture 1o any distinet pumber of orders, or | racterined by the four differemt forms unde
obligations for the Jight which these gentiemen | styles. To arrange it in any given number of | which the window appeared. These four dis-
bave thrown on the suhject, we may fairly | periods is a matter of difbeulty, and must |sions are shown in the diagrams, which, 0 §

cantend that it ia 1o the paina, talent, and zeal | necessarily be arbitrary ; Lut it is essential, for | fact, speak -for themoslves. )
For bis reasons foradopting the nomercs

of the bard.working architect aud aechiteatural| the purpose of description, that we should

draughtsman, that those ad:mirable illustra- | divide and classify the buildings which ave left | ture he advocates, we go to Mr. Sharpe’s
tions of our sncient monuments, and those| to us. Although the spccessive changes were | and give the following extract : —

faithfu) transcripts of their minutest details are’| a0 gradual, tbg were yet 80 continuous and | * For hall a century or more after the dis-

due, which afford at the present day to these | complete, that fifty years did not elapse without | appearance of the circulsr arch the windo®
appeared under a form whieh, from its gen

very authors such wiexamplod facilitiea for a| a total change of form, not in the mere outline,

fire-side study of the mauter. It is, bowever, | but also in the detaile. We paturally find, | resemblance Lo a lancel, i its leogth, readib,
to be feared. that unless such laboura are made | however, that certaip features ware retained as |and principal proportioss, ratber ban {2
the basis of some order snd sysitem, or sub- | favourite ones longer than others, and these any uniform acutenees In the shape of =
serviont Lo the elucidation of some hranch of  may give us 3 means of clastification. Que bead, led to the universa) spplication of 5%
the inquiry, they ‘will bardly gaio the well-| principal division of the subject has'been gene- | term to all the windows of-tbis period. Jb*
earned recoguition of mesit due to them, por | rally admitied ; that which diwides.the whole |observation applies equally to the window
be cousidered by our literary friends more | into twoprincipal classes,—namely,those which | whether nsed singly or 1o groups of !7%
favourably than 2s detached portioos, valuabic | contsin the circular arch, and those which | three, five, or seven; and equally also ©
contributions undoubtedly, but requiring to | contain the pointed arch. The earlier of these | laver as o the earlier examples of this pere®.
be connected and formed by some learned pro- | has been termed Romanesque, and the later of It is propssed therefore to denominat the
fessor into a complete system. Now there is, them Gothic. This is 00 simple and 80 natursl | the LaNCERT eaniob .of Gothic Architeciu™
pethaps, no branch of the studyv of church | a division, that, without quarreling with the |(See fig. 1.) \ \
architecture, in the treatment of which the| terms which bave besu already adapted and | Towards the close of this Period the
disadraotage. arising from the abeence of all! used for s0 long a tume, I st once adopt them, | tice of combining a plarality of laneets, Uo¢
inquiry ioto the Pﬂﬂﬂglﬂ of constrociivo on | heing satisfied that they are well understood. | one arch, or bood-moulding—and of l"'“".:
the part of those who have handled it, is more | Taking these two terms, we have one simple | the solid epaces that interrened between ‘d |
apparent, than in that which | base undertaken division of the subjeet, which may be raade the | hoade of thase lancets and the underside ¥
to bring before you this evening. The inquiry | ground work of minuter dirisions, for these are | this arch in variovs ornamental ways, be¢ i
which would paturally suggest iwself L the | not aufficlently minute Lo answer the purposes | common; by the adoption of 'h}Ch"“.mz
practical miad of the ‘architect, as the firat to| of particulsr classification and description. 1t | of several lancets was converted into & si%€
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Tp—— = W aleo evident, that there is ove class of build- | window of seversl lights. (See fig. 2.)

+ 5';:"‘5,:2',;:,‘:‘,, Clareh Arehsaotiors Defiaed | IDRS that was erectad before the eircular arch (of this practice srose a nove} aud P““:_’:_'

Sharpe, M.A., Architect. Geo. disappeared, hut after the pointed arch ap- | dh < this was the 'mmt:_oﬂ "‘{:‘m}-

uarters of a ceptV :

and Muetrated. By E.
Bell. Loodia, 1851, We pecommend the book o ssien-| pogred, which is comprised in neither obe nar . For nearly thres-q  Semdows cov
windo

its introduction, the tracery ol

tinn . .1,
$ Thue was oo May 1th, the other of these divisions.
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