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is 35 and has been
modelling for a
mere five
years. Most
models, at
least most
fashion
and
glamour

models,
have been

and gone by the time they are thirty.
Stephenie though has a bona fide if
rather unusual reason for being such a

late starter. Until 1982 she
was a married man
and the father of two
children.

Stephenie Robinson
was, in fact born

Steven Robinson and
was one of those

most unusual
and unhappy
breed of
people

- a transsexual.

1n1979 Steven
Robinson was an
engineering worker.
He was also a

tormented young man
with a miasma of

psychological problems
and prone to severe bouts

of violence. On referral to
Charing Cross Hospital he was

diagnosed by the late Dr. Randall
as transsexual and given the
unappetising choice of a lobotomy
or a full sex-change.
Steve hadn't realised that his
violence, which resulted from
suppressed anger, had a sexual
rather than a psychopathic cause.
Nowadays this is generally
accepted. In severe cases/ women
suffering from premenstrual
tension (PMT) can commit violence
against themselves or others,
including suicide. Ten years ago,
although medical science was not
entirely ignorant of such problems,

by A. Barron

it was a decade less advanced. In
Steve's case an imbalance of testoster-
one, the male sex hormone, and
oestrogery the female sex hormone
caused his moods to fluctuate wildly.

He, or rather she, insists that the choice
rvas not his. So Steven Robinson began
the long, uphill journey towards a
complete change of gender.

Initially he underwent hormone
treatment, In 1982 Steve and his wife
were divorced. The doctors would not
agree to perform the operation if he
were still married. Presumably this
could have led to other problems, too,
but both he and his wife accepted that
their marriage was over. Steve, who
by this time was living as Stephenie,
had the final surgery three-and-a-half
years ago. She has, in fact, been
modelling as a woman for five years.

I asked her if she still saw her two
sons. Sometimes, she said, but it
wasn't fair to involve herself in their
lives to any great extent. She says that,
although the media have by and large
treated her well (another minor
miracle!), a lot of people, particularly
workmates caused her misery in the
early days. As she worked in the male-
oriented "macho" profession of
engineering, as soon as the process of
feminisation began there was a
constant stream of back-biting, snide
remarks, finger-pointing and all the
other unpleasantnesses the male of the
species is so good at. For a while she
adopted a grin-and-bear-it attitudg but
when this sort of thing goes on and on,
she says, it can break people, just as
much as "sending to Coventq/'can.
It's not much fun being labelled as a
curio, a freak or a pervcrt and
Stephenie insists she is none of these.
However it may have been looked on
in the past, transsexualism is now a
recognised medical conditiory just as
much as anorexi4 depressiory or spina
bifida.

Stephenie says she empathises with
others, especially those who suffered
from this condition before it was

St"phud" Robinson
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