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i Who is in the band and what instruments do they play?
Robert-bass, Craigums—guitar, Devon-vocals, What Happens Max-drums.

What bands were/are you in?
b Craig is in Your Mother and Rocket Queens, and has been in a million bands including All You Can
at. Devon was in boo hsst phht, Black Death and All You Can Eat. Robert was in Ancient Chinese Penis,
uckface, Better Than Your Hand and now is in Artimus Pyle arid Blood Volume. I'm in Spazz, Plutocracy,
nd Capitalist Casualties, and was in Bombs of Death, ETO, Fullfledge and a host of other bands.

Are you a real band or more of something like a project band?
‘»EIt started as a side band, because all of us were/are so damn busy, but after all the pieces fell
nto place, we became a real band and have really become something all of us are fully
edicated to.

How did WHN form? Who came up with the idea?
Devon and I talked about starting a 80’s style thrash band forever. We used to talk at
Gilman about the “good old days” and all the old obscure demos and shit we had, so it just
started to fall into place about a year and a half ago. We had Chuck from Good Riddance on
bass, but things didn’t work out (we were called at the time Don’t Be Mistaken, after the
Aggression lp) so one practice before we went into record we asked Robert if he wanted to

o it, and sure enough he did. Actually we asked his wife Karoline and she said he could, so

t was set in stone before Robert even knew he was asked.

What is the concept of the band? Is it a skate SXE band with SXE posi influences that
worship all the bandana/circle pit culture of the mid-late 80’s hardcore? Is it just a
fun skate revival project ?
‘Well, it started as a nostalgic 80’s thrash band, kinda looking to bands like Heibel and
Challenger Crew...shit like Spermbirds, Combat not Conform, etc., but we started to have our own
jidentity/style right from the start, so it was more an “inspired by” 80’s thrash band. 3/4 of

lus are straight edge, thus that fell into place afterwards and me and Devon love skating, so...

Where did the name “‘What Happens Next?’ come from?
ell, when Chuck was out of the band, we had to change the name, so we thought we would
eep the Oxnard thing going, thus WHN? The name is taken from an Il Repute album tit

How would you describe your sound to someone who has never hear
yJust good old fast 80’s thrash...common references are from anything like Attitude
o Heresy... but we have a lot of metal influences so it is most definitely more on the .
rossover vein, but our lyrics are full on positive and our ethics are 100% DIY.

There’s a huge international scene of bands doing the style we are doing (like D.R
Crucial Section, Razors Edge, Flash Gordon, Discarga), but people around here are still getti
it. Most of the people have no idea where we are coming from, but there is that 10% who
fully get into it and start singing along, etc. There's been an increase in bandanas around

here since WHN started playing live, and that’s awesome.

How would you describe Bandana thrash to the uninitiated?
Well, the term refers to the old Euro-thrash scene...back in the mid-80s the style of
hardcore kids was flannel around the waist, flipped-up hats, bandanas, etc. They kinda
¢ took what suicidal did and converted it from a southern California hood thing to a punk
style. Thus the bands that inspired us (like Heresy, HHH, Ruido de Rabia, Ripcord, Challenger Cré
Larm and Heibel), were part of that scene. It’s thrash without tons of metal, and hardco

with good DIY ethics and lefty-type politics...none of this modern day glam-core




‘What covers ﬂ;) ¥
Um... Half Off, Impact Unit, Gorilla Biscuits, BGK, Faction, Indegesti, Attitude Adjustmen
bands inspired us either lyrically or musically...it’s like’ééylebrating the band

doing their songs.

What made you do a Gorilla Biscuits co
They're one of the most high energy bands of the 88 scene, and most people don’t do t gir
covers...they do meat-head covers instead like C’ro—Mags and stuff (I love the Cro—Mags don’t
get me wrong). But thrash and straight edge have become so isolated from each other that

we felt it would be awesome to do a GB song and show it’s not so different. Plus, the lyrics rule . -

Where did you come up with the idea for an Impact Unit cover “MyFriend, The Pltz‘& i ¢
Dude, IU has been a favorite of mine since Crucial Response did that ep. They are fucking J ;
awesome, and that cover signifies how we feel about going to a show, having fun with )%ul; e .~

L 3 P

friends and not hurting anyone.

Do you have anything else tha B
Yeah, there is a song from the first session on a com;
of the 10" ep, a live show and the comp tracks ...ba
that will come out soon. We have a 6” on 6 weeks co
Armada. Comp tracks galore are also about to come o

with Life’s Halt planned and a lp on Sound Pollution.

or recording in the near future? ¢ A
The offers keep coming, so we're going to keep recording. We're startingito pick wisely

: b : A
now, since we re feeling maxed out on how many songs we can actually do for what, but the

Are there any p

aforementioned releases are positively happening.

What topics do you sing about?
The scene, friends and the loss of, personal struggles and stuff like that, we tried to keep it
positive, but some come out as though they were really sad or negative. It's mainly about

achieving your goals, staying positive and making a positive environment around you.

What are some of the titles to your songs?
Well, our theme song WHN is about circle pits and your friends. Our 10” is entitled
“Hollow Victory” and is about achieving a goal that you planned with a friend, but when
you do finally achieve it and they are not there to enjoy the success with you, it doesn’t feel
like a victory.

What is your favorite song from a lyrical standpoint and why?

Probably WHN, Just cuz it's so goofy and not serious.
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On the first single you sing a song in Japanese “Museifu shugi banzai”, which is a cool
International Scene Unity concept as so many of our Japanese counterparts make the
effort to sing in English. Was that the idea behind doing a song in Japanese? How does
the song translate into English...what is its meaning? How hard was it to do a song
in Japanese?
Actually not too hard. Devon speaks pretty good conversational Japanese, and we have a lot
of friends that are either students from Japan, or just living here on visas...so we could
kinda run stuff by them. The song is about these long forgotten Japanese anarchists that
attempted to assassinate the emperor at the turn of the century. In the west, we pride
ourselves on labor history and the like but restrict our knowledge to an extremely euro-
centric view. Other nations that were going through rapid industrialization also had
various radical movements, either mimicking movements of the left already existing (ie. the
notion of “propaganda by deed” outlined by Peter Kropotkin who inspired the idea of
assassination as a revolutionary action) or various hybrids of center/periphery radicalism.
So the song is entitled “Long Live Anarchy” after the last words those Japanese anarchists
yelled out before being executed.

“Le Cafard” is a term from the French foreign legion and on the 10” “Salamut
Kaibigan” is in Tagalog, a language of the Philippines. What language is “Uma Me”
and what does it translate into? What other languages do you use on some of you
upcoming releases?
“Uma Me” is Japanese, it actually means horse eyes, and is written about a friend who has
beautiful, but big eyes...thus no political/social context there! Well, we do that Indigesti cover
so we have one in Italian, we have the title of our ep on Lengua Armada called “hora mas que
nunce”’ (now more than ever). We’ll continue to diversify the languages (I hope). There is
also a slight fascination with the scariest military shit, whether it involves methods of
colonial rule or corporate executives (do you know of them? Fucking scariest shit - hired
and highly skilled mercenaries, who’ve been involved in tons of shit and no one has ever
heard of them), etc., so some of our lyrics will have a “war” or warfare type of theme, but

not like fucking metal lyrics.

What's the plan with the band?
Tour fucking everywhere! We’'re going to Australia, New Zealand, Malaysia, and Singapore
in February, then it’s off to Japan later in the year. We want to tour as many places as

possible, places no one dares to go.

How can people get in touch with the band?
They can write me at:
Max
P.O. Box 423413
San Francisco, Ca
94142-3413 USA
Please include a stamp or IRC though!

Any last comments?

Thanks for the interview and watch out for the new releases! They kick ass over our older

Brutiful Fearing






