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Let us go back to the early days of

Spanish California when a man

in black rules for law and justice.

Feared and respeeted from Monterey

to San Diego, this man is a friend

to the innocent and poor . . . enemy

to outlaw;* and men of greed . . .
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Man of COURQ& . . . man of mystery. . . zontto ' Only sernardo, the trusted- mute, knows
THE TRUE IDENTITY OF THE MAN CONCEALSP
8EHIN9 THE BLQCK MASK

.

,

TO ALL OTHERS, THIS MAN IS DON DtEGO DE
Lfl VEGA, SON OF A RESPECTED HMD

INFLUENTIAL LHbVOWNEf? '

Greedy men ore zorro's enemies, and at
this very moment, in tue little seacoast
town of monterey, sinister plans are

!n the making..
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THROUGH a'ORk and
INGENUITY WE HAVE

^g^K
' GAINED CONTEOL OF

THE NOETHERN
SECTIONS Of

w$
i CALIFORNIA...

HOWEVER, MY
FRIENDS, TIME IS

RUNNING OUT; WE
MUST SET CONTROL

.j^ OF THE SOUTHERN
AREA WW,'
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«3U, SENOR qUlNTANA
AMP FUENTE5, WILL MOVE
TO LOS ANGELES TO ASSIST
INTWEWOf?KTH&eE...yOU
WILL BE CONTACTED BY _
ONE OF OUR PEOPLE .'

3UT, SEkOE EAGLE
...IS IT NOT
DANGEROUS TO
SET UP OUR
OPERATIONS
IN LOS ANGELES?

YOU QUESTION
THE WISPOMOF
WUR LEADER?

IT 15 ONLY THAT LOS
ANGELES IS PLAGUED BY
THE MAN KNOWN AS ZORROl
T'ME AND AGAiN, *£ HAS

RUINED OUR PLANS



fl FEW Pfl/S LRTER, QT THE PUEBLO PE
L.OS GNGELES-. . i

J SERGEANT SARCiA, 1

HAVE JUST RECEIVED OECEPS 580046 *£
TO SAW D1ESO FOR TEMPORARY PDTY.' YOU
A\U5T ONCE AGAIN ASSUME DUTIES AS ,_

ACTING COMANDAWTE HERE [

CO NOT TAKE THIS RESPONSIBILITY LI&UTLY!

I HAVE RECEIVEP WORD THAT A SHIPMENT
OF STOLEN GUNPOWDER.

,
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MAY BE HEAPEP FOR J STOLEN GUM - ^
LOS ANGELES OWPEE? WHO PIP

" STEAL IT FRO/A,

CAP1TAN ?



CALITOENIA UAS A MEEF MANPRJL Si

OF SOLDIERS ) We MAV£ GA£R.'S0N5 C API TAN .

WITHOUT GUNlFDWP&K ! IF WE V.'E1?E WHAT
ATTACKED By ENEMIES OF THE ONE
KING, IT WOULP 3E DISASTROUS ' TMlNG
IF IN VOUB ENTIRE LIFE VOU ARE DIP VOL!

TO DO ONE THING RIGHT, WOW HAVE |N

^^^ iSTHETIAAE! ^^ MIND 1

?
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50.WEHOW, BV SOME MIRACLE,
I WISH VOU COULD EECOVEE
THAT SHIPMENT OF GUNfWDEI?
IF IT COMES THIS WAY,..FE0/V\

THE PASS, YOU CAW SEE
cgOM THE COAST TO EL
CAM1MO REAL



THE COMNPCINTS PSEPfWES To 80R&P TMB
COfiCU, UNClWaBE TffOT THE TiVO Pa$SENGEP$
PtSmSflWMG ME MEMBERS Of a cSmtNUl
8MP.., ,

-

—

' EEMEMBER OUE
DISCUSSION, GASQA..-L&T
NOTHING TURN YOU FCOM
THE FftTH OF DUTY

45 W£ COflCW MOVES OUT OP THE PUEBLO SHrES. .



PO AS I SAY, FOOL J

PERMIT ME TO
INTKOPUCE MYSELP
TO rt>L! GENTLEMEN!
I AM SERGEANT
demetj?io gabga,
ACTING CQMAWDANTE
OF PUEBLO PE LOS
ANGELES .' X WILL -_

enow you to -_-L ---"

"
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QUlNTtlNG UNPEeSTPWS GQUClS'S SUWEN
FRlENPUNESS AND SMILES...

TMS SERGEANT IS

STUPID.' I THINK AS A
LONG- AS WE GIVE Hl/V\

*W£ WINE, HE WILL
NOT BOTHEP US AT ALL

J/J TWF Qumrsss OF rpquel, ms comonpmte's
MFS.

THINK IT IS W20NG, POM
DIEGO"? MY NUS3AND IS

MOVED ABOUT LIKE A
PAWN IN A CHESS GAME
...HE ISTEEATEP LIKE A
COMMON SOLPIEE

SLIT WHAT ABOUT ME? DO YOU NOT THINK
I AM ENTITIES TO MORE THAW A QQBRISON__ . _— HOME ? 15 MV .

ONE PAY, PERHAPS, HU56ANP A MEPE
YOU WILL HAVE ALL PUPPET ON A
THE TH[NGS_VOLl WISH | , STBl



MY HUSBAND WAS
ALI?EAPy LEFT FOR
SAN DlEG.Q.-.THIS
MESSAGE WILL HAVE
TO GO TO THE ACTING
CDMANPAnTE

I SAW SeeSEANT
GARCIA GO INTO THE
TAVERN, SENORA...
I WILL SET HIM FOR

Raqaei seqps the message, crumples it,

WEN MURZIES TO THE DESK To WRITE 4 Aj£W
ONE... m ' I

—
-it

so-Tuey KNOW
ABOUT THE

&UNFWPER...WELL,
PERHAPS W/5
WILL KEEP THAT
FOOL SERGEANT

FROM
INTERFERING...

SUOGTLY, 5BZGEMT GQRCm gEflDS TME
sussnruTED message ...

SI, PON DIEGO.' THEY HAVE
TOUNP THE MISSING GUN-
POWDER THAT WAS TO BE
5MUSGLEP INTO LOS

,

ANGELES .'

MOW I WILL NOT HAVE TO YOU MEAN
5EARCH ALL THE INCOMING THAT MESSAGE
VEHICLES! IT (5 SUCH A ORPERS YOU
RELIEF TO KNOW— ^J TO STOP ALL

JSPECTONS?



Suspicious, pibso compares tub letter
with the envelope...

IT SEBIAS STRANGE THAT THE INK ON THE
LETTER. ISA DIFFECENT COLOR THAN ON
THE ENVELOPE... AND
IN A PlFFEPENT ^J I VO NOT
HANPWE1TING .' |1 LINPERSTANP..

PERHAPS THE
MESSAGE 15 NOT
AUTHENTIC !

PERHAPS THE
COURIER WAS
SElBEPTO BEING
f»LS£

INSTRUCT/QMS..

70 mxe SURE
you dip NOT,
SZP.RCH WE
INCOMING
VEHICLES.

IT 15 JUST A WILP
THOUGHT; SERGEANT
GARCIA... BUT IT IS

POSSIBLE! ^m

SI. ..PERHAPS IT IS

SOMETHING I SHtXJLO
CONSIDER! I AMGLAP
I NOTICED THAT ! _

Pi3)1

iflffC, P/£GO £A/rf«S (4!S SECRET HIDE -OUT
WHERE HIS FRIEND, BERWRDO, IS WAITING-.

UNffBLE TO SPEQK, 8ERNHRPO GESTURES HIS
WORDS,., r —

> YES, MY FRIEND, IT IS WHAT WE
HAVE SUSPECTED ALL ALONG ! ENEMIES OF
THE kINGjMAy BE ATTEMPTING TO SMUGGLE

GQNPOWPER INTO
LOS ANGELES.".



Diego sbgihs to cuqnse mis clothing..

UNFORTUNATELY,
WE CANNOT
COUNT ON r
SERGEANT L
GARCIA TO DO
WHAT MUST

s PONEi



ZC8R0!^^ WHY IS IT YOU

1 NEED AW
ARMED GUACP

y fog a load
B of may, r

5EN0E'2. L
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On rue hilltop, sesnopo spots the «fw
Or THE RBPR OF TUB WQGON--

lORRO REINS TQPNQPQ AROUND, RERCHINQ fOR
Q COILED WW/P ON HIS SQDDLE CIS FUENTES
R8/SES Hl£> MUSkET...



ZORRO'S ARtA STRIKES OUT QhlO THE WHIP ' THE MUSKET IS UERKE9 INTO WE OlR QNp
COILS GROUND TUB MUSKET... ZORRO CATCHES IT IN ONE HGNP...

SUDDENLY, ON THE ROQP COMING FROM LOS
4NGELES- ...

With the rrrivql of gqrcw, zqrro is

forcep to flee-.

NO NEED TO POLLOW HIM\! HE TEIEPTO
HE IS GONE LIKE TME WIND I R06 US,

SEflOR I

AU-HA! WHAT I AS YOU CAN PLAINLY SEE
HAVE WE HEKE? SERGEANT GAKClA...TtfEy

_l ARE JUST KE&S Of WINE
•Jim, foS 0U ^ TAVERN < ^

GHRC/ff DOES NOT SEE THROUGH TME OBVIOUS
£/£-.. A~~~ THEN tT IS A GOOP THiNS WE
CAME ALONG JUST NOW ' PO NOT WOf?EY

(

MY PBiENP' MY SOLPlERS WILL ESCORr
YOU PERSONALLY INTO LOS ANSELES '



fflLVapCi? QUINVM4
IS aSTONISHEO BOMB
Houes cares ro
see rue SMUGGLED
GUMPOWPEZ fiR&VE
\nitm a MtL/ragy

ESCDST...



&ERNQ2P0 STARTS PAST TUB MEN GT THE'
UGY WAGON..,

I'VE GOT EVEBVTHING
SET UP 60 WE CAN
UNLOAD THE KEGS
(MMEPlATELV... LET'S

., GET TO—

PO NOT WORRY
ABOUT HIM.! HE
IS PEAf ANP
PUMB...COME,
LET US GETTUE
GJWPOWPEE KESi
iNTO THE WINE

-, CELLA

UNKNOWN TO TU£ MEN UOWEVER. ALTHOUGH
BERNARDO /S A MUTE, HE CAN HEAR '

ONLY ZORRQ IS AWARE OF THIS .

.

PEENAEPQ'S SIGNAL.1 S,_ «
THAT MEANS THEY KJ °
ARE REAPy TO 1
UNLOAP THE KEGS .' .

ZORRQ ENTERS THE W/NE CELLAR WMERE WE KEGS SKE BEING UNLOADED..

LEAVE THEM AT THE
BOTTOM Of THE STAIRS [

WE CAN PUT THEfA
WHEEE WE WANT

,
LATER!



TIME fO& y'Ol\S

NAP, 5EN0B !

Quickly, zorro hcnos th-b fir&t keg up to
THE WPiTtNG BERNaRDO-..

AS POST as THE KEGS COME POWfJ THE CHUTE, WUERE THEY PRE STPCKEP ON THE SMfiLL CP.ST.
ZORRO C&TCUES THEM MO LIFTS THEM. UP 70

BERNQROO..^ __

THAT'S THE ft
LAST OF '

TUEXA,

QUICKLY, 8EBNABDO! WE
5TILL HAVE WLSCU WOBK TO
DO.. .THESE KESS WJJST 6E
WIPDEN AWAY SAFELY .'

>^tS



MINUTES LQTER, TUE TRICK IS PlSCOVEREQ... THE MSN (IRE BEWILDERED UNTIL THEY SEE
THE SIGN ETCHED ON THE FLOOR WITH
SWORP POINT...



THEBE IS A SLIGHT
PROBLEM, SENOCA
...THE SHIPMENT

WE WECE TEtC^ED
BV THE MAN KNOWN
AS ZOREO !

Hi
Sl, BUT THAT
WILL NOT BE
EASX SENIORA
...ZOCSO IS

A CLEVEB
|_. FELLOW .'—\r

HE IS Nor 50 CLEVEB
THAT HE CAN HIDE THAT
MUCH GUNPOWPER EASILY
...I WANT YOU TO ROUND
UP ALL THE MEN YOU CAN
TRUST .' I WILL TALK: TO

GARCIA

.

YOU ARE
G0IN6 TO
TELL THE
SERGEANT?

I CAN TWIST THAT STUPID
FOOL ACOLW MY FIN6EB...I
WILL GET HW AND W5.(.ANC£BS
TO HELP YOU SfAOte ZCg£0
OUT...ANP HE VJOH'T EVEN
KNOW WHY UE IS COINS IT .'

M.EMWHILE, IN WE USLLS OUTSIDE OF THE PldZfi... L^TER, fiS TH£Y ffSE flt-MOSr FMISHEP,
&ERNRRDQ BBGINS GE&TtSSMG EXCITEPLy.

.



loetto looks am sees the scaeoune were led By seesEmr satcm..



GaeOP QhiD MS MEN RlQE WGt> QFTER TQRNQQO

6man becomes more qnd more
(NFUBMTED AS TUB HORSE LEQDS
HIM d MERRY CMSB

HUT FJNftLLY.

.

\
GOOP WOCK, CORPORAL i

YOU SOT HIAM
MDLi GOT HIM!

THE ilUBtLMT SeeGEMr STQRTS BQCK FOR
THE PRESIDIO WITU HIS PRtfE..

WHILE UP ON THE Mil .

SOMETHING MUST HAVE WAPPENEP '

TOGONADO WOULD WAVE BEEN SACK BY
WOW STAY MEGE AMD GJARD THE K=GS,

BEKNACPO...I
WILL SEE WHAT
MAS SOME ON '



LfiTFR...PON plEGO.
NO CONGER WEARING
HIS DISGUISE, DRIVES
THE CQRT INTO THE
OJARTEL YQRD---

sur von must keep
IT A SECRET.!. IT IS
PART OP MY PLAM TO
__ TRAP ZOEPO |

WHAT A CLEVEE
IDEA, 5EEGEANT.'
YOU MAY BEST
A5SUEED I WILL
TEU NO OME

!

TOSNPOQ RESPONDS TO HIS MASTER'S
PRESENCE MD plEGO T&fES TO SIGNSL
THE HORSE TO CPLfA DOWN-.

AT THE WINDOW OF THE COMGMPGNTE'S OFFICE
FUENTES fflSO WFirCHES P/E60...

THAT'S STRANGE..
THAT MAY BE ZOEPO'S
HOESE — 8UTHEACTS
AS IF YOUNG POW
DIEGO IS WIS

DIEGO SEEMED To
8E SIGNALING THE
HOPSE...IS IT

P05SIBLE PfEGOlS
EEALLY ZORRO *

AT ONE TIME OP
ANOTHER, EVERY STUPID
PEESON IN THE PUEBLO

'

"
"1 SUGGESTED THAT '.

J'T ADD TO THE LIST'



I CAKE WHAT THE
5EN0CA SAYS, QUlNTANA

I HAVE A STRONG
SUSPICION THAT POM

|
PlEGO COULP
BE ZORRO

DIEGO'S FATHER
HAS TOO WUCH
INFLUENCE. ..YJE

WOULD BE RliN

OUT OF 10&
ANGELES IF VJE

ACCUSEP W/W OM MERE
SUSPICION.t

BUT I ALGEApy 1 THIS IS A BETTER PLAN]
HAVE ONE PLAN zorro would certainly

TO CAPTURE ZOREO RESCUE A M4N BEFORE

...if I wad nvo. A HORSE YOU WILL BE
I MIGHT 6FT . J ABLE TO CLAIM THE

_ MlXEP UP.' B f REWARP AND PROBABLY
L GET A PROMOTION ]

^^ yr? .*fBHfl/^
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XaQuei sounps tub atom a$ pibgq GROGGtiv gets jo M$ peer.. . pjt^;
—

"" VQM YOU I WAS HEBE, SENORA-'

Larse fupr evening, in rue cuqgtbl yqrd. .

I CANNOT BELIEVE YOU
WOULD PLOT AGAINST ME
LIKE THIS, SERSEANT
GAROA ! I HAD THOUGHT
YOLl WERE MY FRIEND.'

DO NOT BE 50
UPSET, U0t4

WE60...I DO
NOT THINK YOU
age jefttty

THIS 15 ONLY A PLAN TO
CAPTURE THE ffEAL ZCZSO
HE WILL SHOW UPTO LET
YOU OUT AND WE WILL
CAPTURE HIM ! 5EN0RA
TOLEDANO HERSELP
HELPED ME WORK

THE SENORA
SEEMS OU'TE
INTERESTED
IN MANY
THINGS THESE
DAYS f AMD

WHAT IF ZORRO



The night
weakg ON
qnd the
ouaups
ammNO
IGXRO'S
arrival
BEGIN TO
TIRE...

ONE BY
ONE
7HEY
RELGX
THE 1

8

6UARQ-.

OUTStPE plEGQ'S CELL, GARCIA HAG
ALREADY FALLEN ASLEEP... ,

P/EGO MO\Z£$ TO THE CELL OOOR MP WHISTLES
SOFTLY,.

TORNADO RESPONDS TO THE LOW WHISTLE,
UNTIES HIS REINS AND TROTS SLOWLY 70

THE CELL...

Tornado obeys diegos intricate hand
signals 'anp lifts the key ring from.

GARCIA'S CHAlR-..



'PlBGO UNLOCKS THE CELL MP MOVES
QUIETLY INTO WE MOONLIT >«J?P-..

QUICKLY ME SLIPBS GfJSC/d'S SWOBD FROM
ITS SCaBBPIGD 0NPTHEN...

1 WAVE RELEASED BUT MOW,-.My
POM Dl£GO FROM Hl5 GUARP5 ...THEY
CELI PERMITTED WEEE SUPPOSED
*4IM "TO ESCAPE ! J TO CAPTURE YOU '.

V ~\r

NEVER MlNP HOW-— I WANT
YOU TO LISTEN CLOSELY i

THERE IS SOMETHING OP
VITAL IMPORTANCE THAT
A\UST BE DONE AMP YOU
ACE THE ONLY MAN I

CAN TRUST !

AT SUNElSE TOMORROW, I WANT YOU TO
TARE FOUR OR FIVE LANCERS AMD RIPE
TO RAVELLO RAVINE < I WILL TURN OVER
TO YOU ALL THE KEGS OF STOLEN GUNPOWDER
AND YOU WILL
RETURN THEM
UNDER GUARD
TO OUR
NORTHERN
PRESIDIOS!

OH, 51,
SENOR
ZORRQ 1

BUT WHY
DO YOU
PO THIS
FORMED

BECAUSE YOU'RE GOING TO
HELP ME SET OUT OF MERE
RIGHT NOW... AND IF YOU
TRY ANY TRICKS, I WILL
PUNCTURE YOU L

BALLOON
!



THE Two MEN RESCH THE GHTE BUT SUODENLY COSPORHL Si

zorro sthrts to spur through the open Zorro clumbers to his peet hud pulls
gates when h lhncer on the whll throws hard on the rope ..
his rebth...

TWO MORE LQNCERS CHRSGE ZORRO CIS HE ZORRO RESCUES HIS HORSE MPMOUNTS
P/GHTS HIS way TO HIS HORSE...



ONQ SECONPS LffTER, ZOegO THUNPE8S AWAy TO f/ZEEPOM

TfJE NEXT MORNING, 2QR&Q TURNS TME
STOLEN GUNPOWDER OVER TO GPRC/fi...

NOW, SEGGEANT...SO QUICKLY'
THIS GUNPOWDER MUST 66
TAKEN NOtfTH IMMEDIATELY !

I WAS DISAPPOINTED
TO LEARN THE
COMANPANTE'S WlFE
WAS AMXEP UP IN
THIS, BERNARDO...
BUT NOW THAT THE
GUNPOWDER 19

SAFELY ON ITS
WAY, PERHAPS
SHE WILL REALIZE

HER MISTAKES...

Pays LQTER, GT TW£ SffN fRQMOSCO PRESlOlO...

MY COMPLIMENTS, SERGEANT GARCIA '

YOU HAVE PERFORMED A SREAT SERVICE
IN RECOVERING THIS
STOLEN GUNPOWDER- !

CALIFORNIA ITSELF
MAY BE SAVED
BECAUSE OF YOU

I CANNOT HELP BUT BE GRATEFUL TO
ZORROi IF IT WERE NOT FOR UIM,
GARCIA WOULD NOT BE SUCH AH IMPORTANT,
UEEOIC FELLOW..
BUT STILL, TJJ£*E ^^Btftt M
IS NO REASON TO
T£LL ANYONE..
AFTER ALL, I

COULD HAVE
PONE IT ALONE..



(VfiCT'DlSHEt'S





Moments tarei?, /n the secret room





PO NOT 6E COfJCEBNEp, J«£ !

MY HOCSE (5 ON THE OTHEfc
5lPE OF THE WALL. J WAlT FO(?

ME THERE

[



OH, NO! HE P1D 1TAGA1N! WAIT UNTIL
THE COMANDANTE HEARS THIS NEWS !

CARAWBA !

BUT HOW
DIP HE
KNOW?

HOW POES ZOREO KNOW
ANYTHING'? I PO HOT QUESTION
HI'S WAYS.' 1 A/A MYSTIF1EP BY
THE MAW ...LIKE EVERYONE ELSE.1

I QUITE AGREE, JOSE! I PO NOT
UNDEESTAND TUB WAN AT ALL !

BUT, THEN...HE ANP 1 ACE SO
MUCH DIFFERENT !



YANKEE TRADE®]

FLOATING

STORES

-ynyay''-

While the sailing' ships of European nations saw little

reason to stop at the scattered coast towns and ranchos
of Old California, shrewd Yankee traders out of Boston
made each tiny hamlet a port of call.

Suspicious of these strangers at first, only
the bravest Californios would venture out
to visit the ships, while their wives and
children prayed for their safe return.

But when they discovered they would he
treated fairly, entire families came on
board to admire the long trim ships with
the clouds of canvas overhead.

M ,|>'(,-»rfcM-N=.*

TOlmiiTO»:*'^3l|LA«

^2S*jliL
Below decks they discovered regular shops,
set up and Mocked with precious items
such as silks, silver, jewelry, and perfumes.
These were rare items in California.

In retxirn for these wares the Californios
traded hides and tallow from their ranches
in the hills ... a profitable exchange for

both sides.And California trade was born.



(^&fa™


