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PRESIDENT DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER W LINCOLN »S LEADERSHIP

There is nothing in Lincoln's life or in Lincoln's vnritings that

could lead any of us to believe that he recognized or believed that he him-

self was a source of power. He x/as a director of power, a man who might

give it its trend to go somewhere, but he had no ambition to associate the

source of power with himself and, thereby, rule others. He served others.

That, to me, is the true essence of liberty and of freedom

Very naturally, when we talk about a man so great, of such over-

whelming stature, the thought ccane^ to ixs: "Well, what relationship has

that got to us
J we are not Lincolns?" But the principles by which he lived,

the faith he had in freedom and liberty was exemplified, for example, in

his very great and, I believe, it was called an unconstitutional act, in

the Emancipation of the slaves. His passion for individual liberty of

thought, of worship, freedom to act, freedom of opportunity, is the virtue

that each of us can emulate and more than that, I believe, it is the virtue

that each of us must emulate if we are to preserve to ourselves the
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opporttmities which, I believe, I recognized in my boyhood and which I am

certain that you, ••••see around you on every side.

(From an address delivered before the First Colum-
bia College Forum on Democracy, Columbia University,
New York, February 12, 194-9. President Eisenhower
was at that time president of Columbia University)

Abraham Lincoln has alvrays seemed to me to represent all that is

best in America, in tenns of its opportunity and the readiness of Americans

always to raise up and exalt those people who live by truth, whose lives

are examples of integrity and dedication to our country......

He was a great leader. I would like to remind you of the methods

he used in leadership. You can find no instance when he stood up in public

and excoriated another American. You can find no instance where he is

reported to have slapped or pounded the table, and struck the pose of pseudo-

dictator, or of an arbitrary individual. Rather, the qualities he showed

and exhibited were forbearance in the extreme — patience.....

Lincoln's leadership was accomplished through dedication to a

single purpose, the preservation of the Union. He understood deeply the

great values that unite us all as a people, Georgia with New York and

Massachusetts with Teras — California with Florida. He knew that there

were divisive influences at work, but he knew also that they were transitory

in character — they were flaming with heat, but they were made of stiiff

that would soon burn itself out. The true values of America, he understood.
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are enduring, and they hold us together. And so he vras patient. He was

forbearing. He was understanding. And he lives today in our hearts as

one of the greatest that the English-speaking race has produced

(From a speech made on April 23, 1954- at the tra-
ditional Lincoln birthplace cabin in Hodgenville,
Kentucky)

*(•**«•*

October, 1958
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LINCOLN IS NOT DEAD....

By
Robert L. Kincaid

The author was President of
Lincoln Memorial University
at Harrogate, Tennessee,
from 1947 to June, 1958. He

is the author of several books.

Years ago an eminent American paid tribute to the sixteenth

President of the United States in these words: "There is no new thing

to be said of Lincoln. There is no new thing to be said of the mountains,

or of the sea, or of the stars. The years may go their way, but the same

old mountains lift their granite shoulders among the drifting clouds, the

same mysterious sea beats upon the shore, and the same silent stars keep

holy vigil above a tired world. But to mountains and sea and stars men

turn forever in unwearied homage. And thus with Lincoln. For he was

mountain in grandeur of soul; he was sea in deep undervoice of mystic

loneliness; he was star in steadfast purity of purpose and of service.

And he abides."

Lincoln stands out as the most inspiring example in American

history of the opportunity which the nation gives to its humblest citizens.





LINCOLN IS NOT DEAD.... - 2 -

No one can follow the career of the young Lincoln, who strode his

solitary way to greatness, without a warming glow in the heart. He

asked no favors of a benevolent government; he sought no easy road to

achievement; he traveled no shortcut to success. All he had was within

himself — a great mind, a keen ambition, and an earnest and humble heart.

But he had something more than that. He had citizenship in a free land,

where he could rise to the fullest extent of his abilities and efforts.

He lived in an atmosphere of true freedom and his life blossomed into

greatness te cause of that rich heritage

•

Studying the biography of Abraham Lincoln in the years of his

youth and early manhood, one sees the growth of his mind as he formed a

philosophy of freedom and equality for all men and developed his life

purposes.

In today's world where hate too often appears as a motivating

force in man, one dominant characteristic of Lincoln's life should be

thoughtfully considered. In a careful search of his long career, one

cannot find a mean, petty, or dishonest thing which Lincoln did consciously

and deliberately. Honest Abe, they called himl A political tag but one

which shines like a gem of indestructible luster. It epitomizes a life

and career which shall ever stand as an example for all who would give

themselves to public service. Lincoln never lied to gain an end. He

never compromised a conviction to secure a political advantage. With

vision and wisdom he faced realities, recognized shortcomings, understood

weakness, and accepted human frailties; through it all, he never lost
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sight of the honest and just determination of every problem he faced.

That fixity of purpose and honesty of character carried him and the

United States through fiery trials when he was the Nation *s President,

There is another characteristic of Lincoln which should be

reviewed over and over again to be fully appreciated — his love and

trust of the common people. He believed in the dignity of the individual,

however poor and humble. Long before "the forgotten man" became a polit-

ical shibboleth, Lincoln was espousing the cause of the common man without

regard to race, color, or creed. He came into his nation *s life after it

had grown up with the institution of slavery. He hated slavery and

early in his life took a stand against it. But he saw the danger of too

precipitate action. He preferred to work out the problem through the

orderly processes provided in the TJ.S, Constitution, to avoid if possible

the tragic dismemberment of the Union of States, He understood the

dilemma of the South, granted to the southern people their legal rights,

but was firm and unmoved in his conviction that there was no morel justi-

fication for slavery — that it must be contained and ultimately abolished

if America was to have a free and democratic society.

This position of Lincoln's was but one aspect of his belief

in freedom and equality in a democracy. He would have no enslavement of

any kind — political, economic, or social. He would lift the masses by

according to every citizen, regardless of race, color, or creed, freedom

of ballot, of speech, of worship, and of assembly, and he would expand

the scope of public education. With Jefferson, he believed that a democ-

racy can survive only if there is an enlightened citizenship.
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Another characteristic of Lincoln was his simple humility.

Considering the long years of struggle and disappointment which preceded his

success, he must have felt a justifiable pride when he was nominated and

elected to the Presidency. But no other President in the history of the

United States approached his nev responsibilities with greater under-

standing of his limitations. In the early days of his Presidency Lincoln

appeared to many people to be without a fixed course of action as the

nation was breaking asunder over the issues of slavery and States' Rights.

But he was not an equivocator or an opportunist to be swept along by the

tide of public opinion; he hesitated only until he had completed his

search for a course which would be right and just. Here his honesty of

purpose and humility of spirit dominated his every thought.

While Lincoln's hatred of slavery was acute and positive, he

was not willing to do violent injustice to the South. He preferred to

bring about compensated emancipation. He resisted the radical demands

and offered to pay slaveholders for their losses. It was not until the

Confederacy (Eleven southern States seceded from the Union in late i860

and 1861 and formed the Confederate States of America) became a warring

enemy upon the Union that Lincoln was willing to declare all slaves

emancipated in the rebellious States, He reached this decision in the

counssls of his ovm mind. He alone deserves the credit for the act which

freed an enslaved people, and which has been regarded as one of the greatest

single decisions ever made by a national leader because of its lasting

effect upon the destiny of all Americans. As Lincoln himself phrased it:
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"In giving freedom to the slave, we assure freedom to the free —
honorable alike in what we give and what we preserve. •••"

On a visit to Lincoln's home in Springfield, Illinois, the

writer visited the cemetery where Lincoln is interred. It was an unfor-

gettable experience. When the visitors stood before a plaque containing

the words of the Gettysburg address, the famous speech made by Lincoln

in 1863 at the dedication of a national cemetery during the Civil War,

the guide said, "This address has been read and re-read, recited and

re-recited, in all our schools, from the turbulent waves of the Atlantic

to the peaceful slumbers of the Pacific, from the pineries of lyfeiine to

the everglades of Florida, and will be read and re-read, I dare say,

until time shall be no more."

Undoubtedly the words of the guide had been spoken many times

before, to many groups of people but they seemed fresh and new. Hearing

them, one felt engulfed by emotion at the realization that Lincoln

belongs to the centuries. The ageless Lincoln is not dead but lives

and speaks to the hearts of men in words and deeds that will never die.

*****

October, 1958





Dsis nmu
DISTRIBUTED BY THE UNITED STATES INFORMATION SERVICE

FOR USE BY NEWSPAPERS, MAGAZINES, OR RADIO STATIONS WITH OR WITHOUT CREDIT TO USIS. USIA-IPS

Abraham Lincoln Anniversary

(1809-1865)

LINCOIU YESTERDAY, TCDAY, TCMCRROW

By
Carl Sandburg

One of the most celebrated authors in

the United States, poet, novelist and
biographer Carl Sandburg established his
reputation as poet in 1915 with "Chicago
Poems." He has iwitten a six-volume
biography of Abraham Lincoln and other
books dealing with Lincoln and his times.
He received the Pulitzer Prize for His-
tory in 194.0 and the Pulitzer Prize for
Poetry in 1951.

What is the gist and the main substance, briefly, of what is to

be learned from the life and the personality of Abraham Lincoln? What

would Lincoln do now — if he were living today? An image of Lincoln has

been projected making him out to be a man who never did wrong, and never

made a wrong decision, who was always right with a mind, heart and con-

science that were perfect. That was the impression I got of Lincoln when

I was a boy. He sat at a desk and there the written and spoken proposals

came to him and he said yes or he said no and his yes or his no was always

right, never ^n^ong, Later I learned how mistaken was this boyish impression

of mine, I learned there were all sorts of issues and questions on which

neither Lincoln nor any other public man of the time could give a clear
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ansvrer, a definite yes or no as to this or that solution or procedure.

He became known for sudden, breathtaking decisions and actions — and he

made a reputation in some quarters for indecision, for hesitation, for

what was termed, and a favorite term it was, "vacillation," As he moved

in his personal twilights of indecision and inaction there was a word for

it, "expediency," And yet even the word expedient is not strictly correct:

there were those several occasions when he polled his cabinet on a proposed

action and a majority were against him: they were opposed to what he con-

sidered an expedient action.

The VIP*s in general, the very important persons in Washington,

New York, Boston and in cities irestward saw Lincoln as washed up politically,

finished and through, destined to be a lame duck, in early I864.,

To maiiy important men of his own party in Washington in early

1864 Lincoln looked wrong. Not a member of the United States Senate spoke

out for him as good enough to succeed himself for a second term.

There were, as men go, some mighty good men in that Senate,

But opinion at the national capitol agreed with the "Detroit Free Press"

correspondent at Washington writing: "Not a single Senator can be named

as favorable to Lincoln *s renomination fou President," The Illinois

Senator, Lyman Trumbull, always keen in reading political trends, wrote

to a friend in February of I864: "The feeling for Mr. Lincoln ^s re-

election seems to be very general, but much of it I discover is only on

the surface. You would be surprised, in talking with public men we meet

here, to find how few, when you come to get at their real sentiment, are
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for >tr. Linc»ln*s re-election- There is a distrust and fear that he is

too undecided and inefficient, , • • You need not be surprised if a reaction

sets in before the ncanination, in favor of some man supposed to possess

more energy,"

This was the mild comment of an extraordinarily decent pol-

itician and statesman from Lincoln's h<Me state of Illinois. What other

Senators of Lincoln's ovm party were saying and writing i/as neither mild

nor decent. Thus the Senate. What of the House of Representatives? There

only one member took the floor to say Lincoln was worth keeping in the

White House.

A Pennsylvania editor visiting Washington said to Thaddeus

Stevens, Chairman of the Ways and Mgans Committee and Republican-party

floor leader, "^Introduce me to some member of Congress friendly to

Mr, Lincoln's rencmination." Stevens took the editor to the desk of Isaac N,

Arnold of Chicago, sayings "Here is the only one I know, and I have come

over to introduce my friend to you." "Thank you," said Arnold, "I know

a good many such and I will present your friend to them, and I wish you,

Mr. Stevens, were with us." Thus the very scrupulous Arnold recorded the

incident. The other friends of Idncoln in Congress to whom Arnold referred

were not named by him, nor did their wish to continue Lincoln as President

show in their speeches.

Yet Lincoln had hidden strengths among politicians and plain

folks out over the country. These won him nomination for the Presidency

yet the outlook for ending the war was so dark in the summer of I864. that
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a movement arose in the National Union Party to replace Lincoln with

another candidate. Lincoln himself vrrote a memorandum in August that

the election in coming November looked lost. When Sherman took Atlanta

and Sheridan swept the enemy out of the Shenandoah Valley the Union cause

looked up and Lincoln won in November,

It might be asked, "Why bring up such unpleasant facts as these?*'

The answer might be: You canH look at the rough and dark going that

Lincoln had as President and feel easy about it. There was endless trouble

and toil, hours of torment and agony. The howling and fury that followed

issuance of the Preliminary Emancipation Proclamation in late September,

1862 found Lincoln writing his straightaway thought. The same thought

might have its application to the question that comes too careless and

too easy, "What would Lincoln do now — if he were living today?" What

Lincoln wrote he left on his desk, not for publication. His secretary,

John Hay, made a copy of it and published it some 30 years later:

"The will of God prevails. In great contests each party claims

to act in accordance with the will of God, Both may be, and one must be,

wrong, God cannot be for and against the same thing at the same time.

In the present civil war it is quite possible that God's purpose is some-

thing different from the purpose of either party; and yet the human

instrumentalities, working just as they do, are of the best adaptation

to effect His purpose, I am almost ready to say that this is probably

true; that God wills this contest, and wills that it shall not end yet.

By His mere quiet power on the minds of the contestants. He could have
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either saved or destroyed the Union without a himan contest. Yet the

contest began. And having begun. He could give the final victory to

either side ai^ day. Yet the contest proceeds."

The great American poet, Walt Whitman, saw Lincoln as "the

grandest figure on the crowded canvas of the drama of the nineteenth

century." The portents of so tremendous and many-sided a personality

cannot be told in a few well-chosen words. A Brazilian ambassador to

the United States, Joaquin Nabuco, in a speech on the 100th birthday

anniversary of Lincoln, said: "With the increased velocity of modern

changes, we do not know what the world will be a hundred years hence.

P\Dr sure, the ideals of the generation of the year 2000 will not be the

same of the generation of the year 1900. Nations will then be governed

by currents of political thought which we can no more anticipate than the

seventeenth century could anticipate the political currents of the eighteenth,

which still in part sway us. But whether the spirit of authority, or that

of freedom, increases, Lincoln's legend will ever appear more luminous in

the amalgamation of centuries, because he supremely incarnated both those

spirits."

Was he an authoritarian moving toward the totalitarian in the spring

of 1861 when he took to himself the powers of a dictator? He started a war

without asking (Congress, declared a blockade, called for troops to put down

an insurrection, lifted for immediate use millions of dollars from the

United States Treasury without authorized appropriation by Congress. And

his call for Congress to meet and ratify these arbitrary acts of his named

July 4., months ahead, as the date.
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When his powers to do these things were bitterly questioned

he asked whether he must stick strictly to the Constitution while trying

to save the government of which the Constitution was the written instrument.

They were dizzy days and he told his secretary John Hay one day, "My policy

is to have no policy,"

This same viewpoint stood forth in a letter made public in April

of 1864. written to a Kentucky man. It staggered some readers in its con-

fession. "I claim not to have controlled events, but confess plainly that

events have controlled me." What — no policy? Yes, that was what he was

saying. Except on the one issue of saving the Union and no extension

of slavery, he had no fixed paramount policy.

His o\m party then he saw split forty ways on what to do about

slavery. The moderates divided into those who with Lincoln favored the

government buying the slaves and setting them free and those who thought

this wouldnH work. The radicals divided into the abolitionists who, like

Wendell Phillips and Charles Sumner, called for an emancipation proclamation

as soon as the war started and those like William Lloyd Garrison and Harriet

Bee Cher Stowe who favored going slower and making sure. There were sections

and factions always to be considered as to principles and offices and

patronage, and they tore their shirts when they didnH get what they wanted.

There were cliqioes and individuals wanting contracts, subsidies, special

favors. Some wanted greenbacks, others "hard money." The tariff, banking,

and Pacific-railway blocs never stopped looking toward their particular

goals, their special interests.
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Through this chaos of clashing ideas Lincoln had to ride. Every

day came pressure and he had to say Yes or No. And in these pressures

did he have a choice between right, on the one hand, and wrong, on the

other? Hardly, Day after day and hour on hour he had to decide between

what was partly right and partly vn^ong, on the one hand, and what on the

other hand was partly right and partly wrong. Many a time when making

his decision he admitted it was partly wrong but it was the best he could

do. He had a word for this. He would point to what he would like to do

that would be perfectly right and then show how what was perfectly right

wouldnH work — in the end it would get worse results than another course

which he termed "expedient."

The saving of the Union was the only major issue where he held

his cause completely just as well as politic and expedient. On the other

major issue, slavery, what did he do that was "expedient" rather than

right? Look at his Emancipation Proclamation. It says plainly that he

issues it because of "military necessity," He means the Union armies will

win sooner if the slaves are made free. Of course, as he said later, he

believed slavery to be virong. He believed in freedom for the black bought

and sold as livestock and assessed on the tax books as were cattle and

sheep. But he felt he couldn't say so in the Emancipation Proclamation,

There he said they were given freedom "as an act of justice warranted by

the Constitution upon military necessity."

Did this mean that he freed all slaves in all slave states? No.

In the states named in the Emancipation Proclamation the so-called Border
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States vrere left out. In the slave states of Missouri, Kentucky, Delaware,

Maryland, were the slaves declared to be free? No, Those states had not

seceded, were not "in rebellion," as he phrased it. And did he declare

all slaves in the seceded states to be forever free? No, he made exceptions,

He named 13 parishes of the State of Louisiana, including the city of New

Orleans, as exceptions. There the slaves were not declared free. Likewise

in seven counties and two cities of the State of Virginia, including the

4.8 slave-soil counties of West Virginia, the slaves were not declared free.

They were excepted.

Of course, he had reasons, arguments that look good today, for

doing what was expedient rather than right, Lincoln now, if alive and

effective, would often be doing the expedient thing rather than the right

thing. Otherwise he would go down politically and be swept out of use,

which didnH happen to Lincoln while he was alive. The mystery of justice

tangled in realities stood forth in Horace Mann sniffing to Samuel J. May,

"I hate your doctrine that we should think only of the right and not of

the expedient," and May sniffing in return, "And I hate yoiir doctrine that

we should think of the expedient, and not only of the right."

Not merely day after day but month on month and year after year

the two leading and most widely circulated newspapers of the country chal-

lenged, attacked, belittled Lincoln* s course of action or inaction. These

were "The New York Herald," conservative and hating abolitionists, and

"The New York Tribune," radical and anti-slavery. And the Herald nearly

always saw Lincoln going too far while the Tribune hardly ever failed to
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find fault with Lincoln for not going far enough. The Herald in early

^64. hoped to get Grant nominated for President instead of Lincoln. The

Tribune named several who would make better candidates than Lincoln and

said some other man ought to be nominated if only to respect "the salutary

One Term principle."

Also day after day Lincoln was th© target of slander, scandal,

misrepresentation, vituperation, lies, false rumors, half-truths, insinu-

ations, lampoons, caricatures from a free press that hated him and his

ways. They poured it on him. He took it meekly and bowed low before it.

He took it with laughter and cheer at times when on the face of it a lie

couldn't get by. He vrrithed and twisted when he knew it harmed his cause

and that of the boys who had answered his call to service. That was his

mood when in Philadelphia at a Sanitary Fair dedication in April of I864.

he said, "It is difficult to say a sensible thing nowadays." So much of

what he had been saying was tortured into something else that he didnH

mean, A htindred voices and as many journals over and again used the word

"imbecile" to describe his administration.

VJhen a military authority, without asking Lincoln about it,

shut down a treasonable newspaper with a neurotic editor in Chicago, an

editor at a later time declared by a jury to be "mentally unsound," Lincoln

said nothing, did nothing. When coolheaded friends of Lincoln in Chicago

pleaded with him to revoke the military order and let the Chicago newspaper

run its free presses again, Lincoln issued the order, so the newspaper was

again free to spread sedition and teach treason. When the same military
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authority arrested an Ohio Congressman on charges of giving comfort and

aid to the enemy, Lincoln said he woiild have done it differently if he

had iDeen asked about it — and then ordered the treason agitator sent into

the Confederate Army lines, "banished" from Ohio and the United States of

America. In each of these actions Lincoln was before and after denounced

by his political opposition as "tyrant," "despot," "dictator," "imbecile."

When the foremost Democratic-party newspaper, "The New York World," pub-

lished a bogus and forged defeatist proclamation as signed by the President,

Secretary of State William H, Seward said that as a newspaper it had been

published "a minute too long." War Secretary Stanton wrote an order for

its suppression. Lincoln signed the order. The paper was shut down,

couldn^t run its presses, couldn*t print and sell because of Federal troops

in possession of the plant. Then Lincoln issued another order and "The

New York World" again printed its papers, packed with denunciations of

the President,

Widely published was Lincoln's little query "Must I shoot a

simple-minded soldier boy who deserts, while I must not touch a hair of a

wily agitator who induces him to desert?" That is a terrible question.

It carries its own answer. It was in the minds of some of the men who

joined mobs that wrecked or burned a score of newspaper plants, dailies

and weeklies, and came to no punishment from local or Federal authorities.

An Illinois politician and soldier who had for years watched

Lincoln thought the best key to the man and his style as a statesman was

an odd little speech that Lincoln gave to this one man, John M, Palmer,

an Illinois Union Democrat and a brave and tested soldier.
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Palmer found Lincoln in the hands of the barber, and Lincoln

called, "Come in. Palmer, come in. You're home folks. I can shave before

you, I couldn't before those others, and I have to do it sometime." They

chatted about politics, Palmer finally speaking in a frank and jovial mood.

"Mr. Lincoln, if anybody had told me that in a great crisis like this the

people were going out to a little one-horse town and pick out a one-horse

lawyer for President, I wouldn't have believed it." Lincoln whirled in his

chair, his face white with lather, a towel under his chin. Palmer at first

thoiight the President was angry. Sweeping the barber away, Lincoln leaned

forward, put a hand on Palmer's knee, and said, "Neither would I. But it

was a time when a man with a policy would have been fatal to the country.

I have never had a policy. I have simply tried to do what seemed best as

each day came."

There were many fool talkers and writers in Lincoln's generation.

They let themselves go. They had a good time and indulged their passions

and their hate. Today their words look pathetic or ridiculous. We may

read the "Congressional Globe" of the I860's with amazement at how large

a majority of Congressmen did not know the history in the making before

their own eyes. We feel sorry they had such loose mouths and so little

care and anxiety as to how their utterance would look in the future.

Lincoln was one of the few who had precisely and deeply that

care and anxiety about what he said or wrote. He could be musical of

speech, but there are times when he hedges and cribs and confines what he

is saying till it seems crabbed and clumsy. V/hat is he doing? He is
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circumscribing the area where he says he knows something for sure. He is

taking care to mislead no one. So the people over the states trusted him

when the Senate and the House and "The New York Herald" and "The New York

Tribune" and the London "Times" didnH, He foreshadowed something. The

people took him as a new figure of hope for them. This hope ranged around

wider freedom, political and economic, for the common man. It might be

long in coming. But Lincoln held the lights and the high torch for it.

The people of this and many other countries take Lincoln now for

their ovm. He belcngs to them. To many the woixi "freedom" or the word

"democracy" is hard to get at. And the Constitution -— sure, we are for

the Constitution, though we are not sure what it means and we have even

heard of lawyers who donH know what the Constitution means and they prove

it by arguing and disputing about what it means.

But Lincoln — yes — he stands for decency, honest dealing, plain

talk, and funny stories. Look where he came from — donH he know all us

strugglers and \jasnH he a kind of a tough struggler all his life right

up to the finish? Something like that you can hear in any near-by neigh-

borhood — and across the seas in far continents. Millions there are who

take Lincoln as a personal treasure. He had something they would like to

see spread everywhere over the world. Democracy? We can't say exactly

what it is, but he had it. In his blood and bones he carried it. In the

breath of his speeches and writings it is there. PopTilar government?

Republican institutions? Government where the people have the say-so, one

way or another telling their rulers what they want? He had the idea.
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It's there in the lights and shadows of his personality, a mystery that

can be lived but never fully spoken in words. A London "Spectator" writer

tried to analyze Lincoln's message to Congress in December of 1862, found

it having a "mystical dreaminess," and "the thoughts of the man are too

big for his mouth."

October, 1958





I] SIS FMTIIRE
[JA AIR

DISTRIBUTED BY THE UNITED STATES INFORMATION SERVICE

FOR USE BY NEWSPAPERS, MAGAZINES, OR RADIO STATIONS WITH OR WITHOUT CREDIT TO USIS. US I A- 1 PS

Abraham Lincoln Anniversary
(1«09-1065)

LINCOLN AND DEMOCRACY

By
T. V, Smith

The author, Professor Emeritus of

Poetry, Politics and Philosophy,
Syracuse Ifeiversity, Syracuse,
New York, has written some 20
books, among them "Abraham Idncoln
and the Spiritual Life."

I. Democracy Described

In a world where the very meaning of democracy is made ambiguous

by diverse usages, it is best to indicate our understanding of the term

before we utilize it to appraise and to praise Abraham Lincoln. Our

description must be ample to do justice to complexity. Democracy is an

ideology; it is a way of life; it is a form of government.

As an ideology, democracy is such emphasis upon the ideal of

equality as prevents liberty from turning into license (which it is wont

to do) and prevents fraternity from becoming fanaticism (which it is most

prone to do). As a way of life, it is ability to stomach if not to love

cultural variety. And as a form of government, democracy is organization

to facilitate compromise, despite deep differences among participants as
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to what in particular cases is just and right. Democracy is, in short, a

pluralistic way of thought and a tolerant way of action.

Abraham Lincoln is Americans best exemplification in the flesh

of both this way of thought and this method of collective action. Before

we turn to these points, however, let us observe that Lincoln's democracy

was a profound feeling before it was either thought or action. Lincoln

was not only a democrat; he was a "democratical" sort of man* He

spontaneously accorded the other man the rights he claimed for himself.

"As I would not be a slave," said he, "so I would not be a master." This

attitude is no deduction from dogma but a simrple extension of feeling that

lay deep in his frame. His feeling was furthered by the biographical fact

that Lincoln had none of the external trappings for any of the elites to

which he belonged. He was a natural aristocrat xd-thout the desire to

exclude anybody from any rank to which nature had assigned him. America,

like l^hitman the poet, had come "more and more to rely upon his idiomatic

western genius, careless of couirt dress or couirb decorum." Lincoln had

the ready friendliness of a man lonesome from too much solitude. Whitman's

question, addressed as it was to the social cosmos, would have appeared to

Lincoln the rhetorical query it was to Whitman: If you meet me and I meet

you, why should we not speak to one another?

II. Lincoln's Conduct was Denocratic

Lincoln was a democrat in action because he believed that no

basis for common action exists save by achieved agreement. No man is

wise enough, not even Abraham Lincoln, to dictate public policy, not even





LINCOLN AND DEMOCRACY - 3 -

out of his private conscience. Since good men do as a matter of observation

differ, and differ profoundly, and differ permanently, the "engineering of

consent" "becomes the only way of getting men together for common action.

This spells the odious thing to idealists called "compromise."

It was the "Dred Scott decision" of the American Supreme Coiirt

which awakened Lincoln from his civic slumber* This decision set aside,

or Lincoln thought it did, a national compromise which had long kept the

tenuous peace over slavery and for which no substitute compromise was in

sight. Lincoln puts this matter more feelingly than any other man of

his time. His words are these:

"The Missouri Compromise ought to be restored.

For the sake of the Union it ought to be restored...the

spirit of national compromise -- that spirit which has

thrice saved the Union....We thereby restore the national

faith, the national confidence. We thereby reinstate the

spirit of concession.. .which has never failed us in past

perils, and which may be safely trusted for all the future."

In a democracy, action must rest on agreement; and between men

equally honest and equally intelligent, there is no basis for agreement

save compromise. Lincoln speaks of compromise not to damn it but to

praise it as a method, the method, of reaching agreement between equally

patriotic men. And of the Southerners, Lincoln said; "They are Just what

we would be in their situation." This commitment to conrpromise means,
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however, that in a democratic culture — is it really different in any

culture? — action lags "behind thought in ideality.

Ill* Lincoln's Thought vas Democratic

So saying, we must now make explicit what is already implicit

in the relation of action to thought. Thought is "better — both freer

and more ideal — than is action, and it must remain so. As touching

thought, Lincoln said: "If slavery is not wrong, nothing is wrong. I

cannot remember when I did not so think and feel." As to action, however:

"Yet I have never understood that the Presidency conferred upon me an

unrestricted right to act officially upon this judgment and feeling." It

will be remembered in this connection that Lincoln did not justify his

Proclamation of Emancipation upon moral grounds, but upon the grounds

(and with the timing) of political expediency suid military advantage.

His principle in the matter is made clear by another declaration of his:

"Wrong as we think slavery is, we can yet afford to let it alone where

it is, because that much is due to the necessity arising from its actual

presence in the nation."

There is a scrupulosity of thought, imperative upon an honest

soul; but there is leeway of action; and the two are not one and the

same. Some things right can "be wrong to perpetrate, and some things

wrong can be right to do. Each must "be recognized in its own time and

place and be properly adjudged.

Democracy requires complete freedom for private conscience, but

for a price which is often overlooked; and the price is that public
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agreement must be publicly arrived at, not dictated by the private con-

science in question. Privacy remains sacrosanct only so long as it does

not pretend to be public. It is a fearful price to pay, but not too grievous

Common action must rest on common thought, and the only way to attain

conmon thought is by the leeway of give-and-take. Consent comes only by

concession. Whoever insists upon short-cutting this laborious discipline

is not a democrat but a fanatic. Think what you will, and treasure it

as you may, but do only what can be agreed upon (at the least by a major-

ity). "I aver," says Lincoln, "that to this day I have done no official

act in mere deference to my abstract judgment and feeling on slavery."

Lincoln is a perfect example of democracy because he illustrates

in the crucial matter of slavery both the necessity of compromise and the

immunity of conscience from compromise. He illustrates, too, that when

these two realms meet, heroism requires either total sacrifice of one

party or partial sacrifice of both parties — or it implies a creative

ambivalence which has not yet clearly emerged in our analysis. Lincoln

appropriated this creative principle, and becomes our supreme symbol of

democracy. I speak of something "creative" because we are not reduced to

a rigid dualism, with thought forever on the one side, and action on the

other. There is fraternization and so a certain resiliency. What is

private today may become collective tomorrow, and vice versa. Lincoln

was unique in finding a working monism permeating this metaphysical

dualism. How he did this concludes our story.
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IV. The Surplusage of Value

In every meeting of the public and the private there emerges

\^at we may call a siirplusage of value ^ something privately imagined yet

collectively unrealizable in full. This is to say that sensitive men are

urged by their better natures to demand more, not only of others but of

themselves as well, than the situation allows. This is true if for no

other reason than the simple one that different natures demand discrepant

values in the name of common ideals.

When have all good men been agreed upon goodness, or just men on

justice, or holy men on holiness? When others fall short of the demands

made by this surplusage, the will to perfection easily turns one to

fanaticism, and all is lost because too much is demanded. When one him-

self falls short before the surplusage of demand, a sense of guilt

naturally supervenes. Either way (and it may go both ways at once), the

principle of surplus value reduces the total ideality of any conflict

situation below the level of comfort — and perhaps of safety. The best

becomes enemy of the better; and a value-minimum ensues partly because a

value-maximum has been required. Conscience always leans toward despotism.

A good man, that is to say, can become a dependable democrat

only when he learns to accept for public action less of ideality than his

private insight demands. He must lower his sights for action in orier to

keep from having to lower his sights for thought. The surplusage of

thought over action must be privately contained. This is the more intimate

and the harder discipline which democracy requires. Lincoln had "insides"
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(imaginative amplitude) roomy enough to contain such ideals as for the

time and place could not "be made fully to inform action by means that

were amiable. Let us resort in conclusion to Lincoln's own example of

this recondite point: his doctrine and strategy as touching the re-

construction of the defeated South,

Just "before his assassination, Lincoln was charged in Congress

with trying to pacify the South (the so-called Louisiana Reconstruction

Plan) without having faced the question as to whether the Confederacy was

in or outside the Union. Had the seceding states withdrawn or only tried

to ^Tithdraw? It was a question on which honest men might differ, indeed

had differed to the point of war. Men might differ on this and still

unite on a common course of action.

To the charge in Congress Lincoln admitted that he had not

raised the previous question as to the nature of the Union, He went

further and declared he would not entertain that question. He went still

further and explained why the question should not be put. Such a question,

said he, is "practically immaterial." Such a question, said he, is "a

pernicious abstraction." Such a question, he said, "could have no other

effect than the mischievous one of dividing our friends." Settle the

practical question as to how neighbors could again be neighborly and then,

he concluded, each might "forever after innocently indulge his own

opinion" — as to speculation on the nature of the Union,

It was his clearing the road to action of such sectarian road-

blocks that maf^e Lincoln the very voice of Western democracy. If men

know that all ideals transcend action, they will not be so quick to
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persecute each other for divergence in ideals. Lincoln knew this. If

men imderstand in advance that the price of conrnon action is conqpromise

for all concerned, they will not so adamantly stick up in conference for

their own interpretation of the ideal. Lincoln knew this. If men under-

stand that the options of action are more narrowed than the amplitude of

thought, they will not insist that all of any ideal "be embodied in its

appropriate action. Lincoln knew this. He knew that for many questions,

and for all collective questions, it is more important to get them

settled than to get them settled exactly "right."
'

Lincoln knew, finally, what ideals are not good for. And so he

could use all ideals that are relevant for all the difference they can

make — and could then contain the rest as objects of wonder and as manna

for the soul. Only such insight can make common action possible through

peaceful compromise and can leave private thought uncommon through

individual celebration of its transcendent worth.

« >ic :^ :«t

October, 1958
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To some people Abraham Lincoln, as "the great image of America,"

is represented by a man who, as the noted biographer Benjamin P. Thomas

said, "embodied the easygoing, sentimental, kindly spirit of America,

which revolts at extreme measures but moves steadily, if haltingly,

toward lofty goals." To others he represents a country vdiich English

historian Edward Crankshaw, writing in a "New York Times Magazine"

article, said was "an upright society of self-respecting human beings

banded together in mutual support against the elemental forces, against

tyrants, against everything that threatens the free development of in-

dividual decency, freedom and responsibilities,"

VJhile Lincoln is not to be easily defined, there is no doubt or

uncertainty about his belief in the American Declaration of Independence,

which proclaims "all men are created equal" and are "endowed, . .with certain

unalienable rights" among which are "life, liberty, and the pursuit of
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happiness," According to historian James G, Randall, Lincoln "was not

content with lip service to" these words and took its "doctrines seriously

in their stress upon equality of men."

Born in a crude Kentuclqr log cabin Lincoln was, as "The New York

Herald" after his death described him, "essentially a mixed product of the

agricijltural, forensic and frontier life of this continent ~ as indigenous

to our soil as the cranberry crop, and as American in his fibre as the

granite foundations of our Appalachian range,*.taking him for all in all,

the very noblest impulses, peculiarities and aspirations of our whole

people — what may be called our continental idiosyncrasies — were more

collectively and vividly reproduced in his genial and yet unswerving

nature than in that of any other public man of whom our chronicles bear

record,"

As to his early years Lincoln, himself, gave the best descrip-

tion when he said they were fully described in Gray's "Elegy": "The short

and simple annals of the poor," In many ways his was the rather common

experience of his time: shaping a livelihood in the wilderness of America

and trying his skill at any job that came his way. What was uncommon was

his purposeful scrabbling for what education was available, reading every

book he could get his hands on, and the ceaseless probing of his logical

mind. In these shaping years he was a postmaster, store clerk, and

surveyor, Ifeeting men he talked over their problems, was respected for

his plain common sense and honesty, was elected to the Illinois State

legislature and eventually to the United States Congress, After a single
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term in Washington he returned to his home to continue the practice of

law. But slavery in the territories vas to kindle a fire within him.

The famous debates with Stephen A, Douglas over the slavery

problem, during the senatorial campaign of I858, paved Lincoln's way to

the White House. Out of this simple, imcomplicated life came a "breath

of tolerance and sympathy, a generous himanity" which kindled an interest

in him that was to spread beyond the borders of his own country, Leo

Tolstoy told of that interest when he recorded a personal experience;

"If one would know the greatsaess of Lincoln one

should listen to the stories which are told about him in

other parts of the world,., I have heard various tribes of

barbarians discussing the New World, but I heard this only

in connection "urith the name Lincoln, Lincoln as the wonder-

ful hero of America,,,"

While traveling in the Caucasus Tolstoy was the guest of a

Circassian chief who lived in a remote mountain region. After they had

talked a while the devout IfussuLman wanted to hear about the "outside world."

But it was not tintil Tolstoy started to talk about great leaders that the

chief showed an interest. At that point he interrupted to call in others

to listen. When Tolstoy had finished the tall, gray-bearded chief said:

"But you have not told us about the greatest gen-

eral and greatest ruler of the world. We want to know some-

thing about him. He was a hero. He spoke with a voice of

thunder, he laughed like the sunrise and his deeds were strong

as the rock and as sweet as the fragrance of roses, ••He was so
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great that he even forgave the crimes of his greatest enemies

and shook brotherly hands with those who had plotted against

his life. His name was Lincoln and the country in which he

lived is called America...Tell us of that man,"

Tolstoy told them all he knew of Lincoln.

The next day the chief presented Tolstoy with an Arabian horse

and an escort to the nearest town. There he bought a photograph of Lincoln

to be sent to the chief. The escort *s hand shook as he accepted this gift

and his eyes filled with tears. Tolstoy asked him why he looked so sad.

"I am sad," the weatherbeaten tribesman answered, "because I feel

sorry that he had to die ty the hands of a villain. Don't you find, judg-

ing from his picture, that his eyes are full of tears and that his lips

are sad with secret sorrow?"

To Tolstoy greatness v.-as based on humanity, truth, justice and

pity. All of these, in his opinion, Lincoln possessed and because he did,

his example was "universal and will last thousands of years." To Tolstoy,

Lincoln was "a humanitarian as broad as the world."

Ifen of the past as well as of today have ventured equal judgments

of this uncommon, common American. In a poem titled "The Murder of Abraham

Lincoln" Kenrik Ibsen, who felt a great sorrow over the assassination,

lashed at the show of sympathy displayed by such rulers as the Emperor of

France and reminded them of "vows forgotten and words untrue," of "treaties

ye tear and despoil" and of "perjured oaths" and thought the expressions of

grief were the epitome of hypocrisy when only a few months before thej' had

ridiculed the American president.



; ;;ia;-":



LINCOUJ AS THE GREAT IMAGE OF AMERICA - 5 -

In a letter to his wife the Miarquis Adolphe de Chambrtm, French

diplomat in the United States during the Civil War, wrote that Lincoln

"was well aware that in a free democracy close union must always exist

between the authority which represents the nation and the nation itself...

He had foiind in the Declaration of Independence the principle of liberty

and equality." And, after F.oeting Lincoln, the Canadian Finance Minister,

Alexander Gait, said, "I liked him for his straightforward, stjxsng com-

monsense."

Many newspapers in many countries devoted space to comments in

the tone of the French papor which stated that "Lincoln represented the

cauGe of democracy in the largest and most universal acceptance of the

word."

In his book '^The American Spirit in Europe" Halvdan Koht states

that at that tme "People in E'lro-pe had identified themselves so completely

with the contest of universal ideas in America as to be equally afflicted

by losses as cheered by successes."

Sun Yat-sen, first President of China, was reported to have

turned to Lincoln's Gettysburg Address as an outline for his basic philos-

ophy of government. Using Lincoln's phrase "government of the people,

by the people, for the people" he translated it into "m5ji yu" (the people

to have) J "min chih" (the people to govern) and "min hsiang" (the people

to enjoy).

It was recorded that the Brazilian Minister, Joaquin Nabuco,

said, "...whether the spirit of authority, or that of freedom increases,
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Lincoln's legend will ever appear more luminous in the amalgamation of

centuries, because he supremely incarnated both those spirits."

In Italy, Giuseppe Garibaldi signed an address to Lincoln,

"Etaancipator of the Slaves of the A-rierican Republic" during the Civil War,

saying: "Heir of the aspirations of Christ and of John Brown, you will

pass to posterity with the n'nme of the Emancipator; more enviable than any

crovm or any himian treasure." The French historian Henri Martin predicted

that Lincoln "will stand out in the traditions of his country and the world

as an incarnation of the people and of modern democracy itself,"

There were other words of praise from Lord Curzon and Bismarck,

and Jose' Marti, Cuban patriot, expressed the feelings of men in many places

when he said, "Lincoln ^s life and his philosophy were universal in their

greatness" and that in "loving Lincoln, one could also come to love his

country,"

That Lincoln is an "image of America" to people around the world

is no less true today than it was at the time of his death. Prime Minister

Nehru of India keeps a brass mold of the right hand of Lincoln in his

study. "It is a beautiful hand, strong and firm and yet gentle," he said,

"and I look at it every day, and it gives me strength,"

It seems a little unusual that a man of Nehru's intellectual

backgrcrjid should admire the mold of a hand used to hard manual labor.

Full pho'iographs of Lincoln reveal his hands as large and strong, Cne. of

the stories told portrays Lincoln as joking about being conditioned for his

chores as President. Rubbing his right arm, made sore hy too much handshaking.
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he illustrated what he meant ty picking up an axe to cut a log and then

holding the axe straight out at arm^s length by the end of the handle.

Even Lincoln's hands have become part of the "image" for although

big and strong they could pen warm letters to those who had suffered a loss

in the war as when he wrote to a young girl who had lost her father, "In

this sad world of ours, sorrow comes to all and to the young, it comes

with bitterest agony, because it takes them unawares." And they could be

firm as when he wrote to Horace Greeley that his first and only purpose

was to save the Union, "I shall do less whenever I shall believe what I

am doing bjirts the cause, and I shall do more whenever I shall believe

doing more will help the cause."

I>jring an official visit to Washington President Soekarno of

Indonesia was reported to say that Lincoln had been one of his teachers

and that he looked to America as "the center of an idea." John Diefen-

baker, Prime Minister of Canada, was described as a reader of the writings

of Lincoln for the counsel he found in them. Arturo Frondizi, President

of Argentina, has never visited the United States according to a news story

but has formed a picture of the country out of his admiration for Lincoln.

Interesting also is the fact that Lincoln societies are being organized

in places like India and Canada for the purpose of studying the man and

his wcr(?s.
m

As a "great image of America" Lincoln is well suited for the

role. James G. Randall drew attention to his pl^sical appearance. "The

Americanism of the man," he said, "is revealed with an effect that is
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almost startling if one looks at the full standing form and then tries

to imagine that figure in court costume, with knee-breeches, close fitting

stockings, and buckles," In the physical sense Lincoln \ms a product of

the American frontier which attracted and mixed men from many parts of

the world • But this alone was not to make him mirror his country to

peoples in distant places. It is rather, as "The New York Herald" of lB65

pointed out, the "impulses, peculiarities and aspirations of over people,"

somehow merged in the spiritual portrait of Lincoln, which is more readily

recognised.

As the doctor pronounced Lincol:i dead on the morning of April 15,

1865 Edjin M, StantoHj the Secretary of War, said: "Now he belongs to

the ages," It could as well be said that he belongs to the world*

^ ^ it % %

October, 1958
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Immortal men usually come from old civilizations. Often it

takes centuries of culture for a country to raise up one who personifies

those ideals which have characterized the development of her people. It

appears almost preposterous in the light of this assertion to center

attention on a character, created by one of the youngest nations, who

appears to have captured the admiration of men everywhere. H. G. Wells,

famous historian, selected Abraham Lincoln as the greatest character the

world has produced in the last 65O years, and pronounced him "the striking

phenomenon in modem history."

It is of importance to those who will shape the destiny of men

for tomorrow to learn if possible how Lincoln achieved renown, as he is

known to have been "a self-made man."
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The youth lived all of his early years in a one -room log cabin

with poor but pious parents. He spent the first 21 years of his life on

the frontier in Kentucky and Indiana doing the most arduous types of

manual labor. He had an ax put in his hand when but seven years of age

and was first employed in cutting down the underbrush. As he grew up he

worked in the timber, felling trees out of which rails were made for

fences. He labored for the neighboring farmers and at l6 was working on

a ferry boat. At 19 he received eight dollars a month as a hired hand on

an Ohio River flatboat. Later, self-instructed, he prepared himself to

qualify as a surveyor. He went about studying law with no assistance,

eventually becoming an outstanding attorney. After he was kO years of

age he mastered the "Six Books of Euclid." He was always learning. A

term in the U.S, Congress and his debates with a political opponent over

the slavery issues were experiences which prepared him for the supreme

task of guiding his country as the chief executi;^^ through four years of

civil strife.

When .-Risked by a reporter for some facts about his early life,

Lincoln stated that "it could be condensed into a single line found in

Gray's Elegy, 'The short and simple annals of the poor.'" To a biographer

seeking personal data he wrote, "herein is a little sketch as you requested.

There is not much of it, for the reason that there is not much of me. If

anything be made of it I wish it to be modest." Asked for a listing of

his accomplishments up to the time he became President he used but i+9

words. Upon beirg nominated for the Presidency he stated that his name

was "the humblest of all whose names were before the convention." After
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his election to the Presidency he commented that he had been raised to this

high office "without a name, perhaps without a reason, why I should have

a name." John Ruskin once said: "I believe that the first test of a truly

great man is his humility."

Most of the immortals have been awarded recognition by their

exceptional ability to excel in one specific objective such as: art, edu-

cation, law, literature, philosophy, politics, science or theology. In a

eulogy that Lincoln pronounced on Henry Clay, one of his most admired

political leaders, he stated that the departed "owed his pre-eminence to

no one quality but to a fortunate combination of several, ... no one of

them very uncommon, but all together are rarely combined in one individual,

and this is probably why such men are so rare in the world." No one could

have prepared a more accurate statement about Abraham Lincoln's rise to

fame than this tribute, made to another, presents. It was a combination

of accomplishments in which he was successful, that set Lincoln apart from

his contemporaries and from men of other generations.

Naturally the question presents itself: What factors contributed

largely to Lincoln's fame and what were the sources upon which he drew to

achieve distinction in so many fields of endeavor?

Possibly his most pronounced contribution to America was his

profound statesmanship. Creating as a slogan "The Union must be preserved"

he followed through to its ultimate preservation. Like heroes of many

other nations he was called "the savior of his country." His martyrdom

sealed forever the esteem in which his countrymen revere his memory.
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As a small lad not more than 10 or 12 years of age, he secured a

biography of Wasliington, the "Father of His Country." As President-elect

Lincoln made a speech in which he referred to this book of his boyhood days

and made this remarkable comment: "I remember thinking then, boy even

though I was, that there must have been something out of common for which

the fathers of the country fought, something more than national independence,

something that held out a great hope to all the world for all future time

to come." It is exceptional that a boy so young should be thinking of a

type of government that might be embraced by peoples everywhere.

The essence of Lincoln's political philosophy was grounded in the

declaration drawn up by the nation's founding fathers. Lincoln said while

standing in Independence Hall, where the instrument was signed: "I have

never had a feeling politically, that did not spring from the sentiments

embodied in the Declaration of Independence." Politically, at least, Lincoln

was a self-made man.

The world admires Lincoln primarily for his humanitarian measures.

Lincoln's "Proclamation of Emancipation," freeing the slaves, was his own

composition. This document set in motion a series of enactments that

struck the shackles from four million Negroes and caused Lincoln to be

known as "The Emancipator of a Race."

The origin of his earliest reactions to keeping men in bondage

can be traced back to his infancy. He was brought up in a home where his

parents were opposed to the slavery system. Visited at the White House by

a delegation frcm the slave state of Kentucky, where he was born, he made

this statement which he put in writing. "I am naturally anti -slavery.
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If slavery is not wrong, nothing is wrong. I cannot remember when I did

not so think and feel."

This places his initial impressions about slavery as having been

received at his mother's knee, where he first heard from his parents about

the wrongs of the institution. At different periods in his life we

observe the evolution of his views about a social order that would allow

some men "to eat their bread by the sweat of other men's faces."

Most of the world's heroes have been soldiers. While Lincoln is

not usually associated with military men, yet as commander-in-chief of the

Union forces he was the first great leader to direct armies from a central

office, far withdrawn from the scenes of hostilities. One authority in

the field of military science has referred to Lincoln as a strategist who

was "the forerunner of what we now call the higher command." Lincoln did

not attend a military academy, in fact, he was never in a college in his

lifetime, as a student. He did serve as a captain of a military company

when a young man but saw no combat action. Such instruction in this

branch of information as in others he "picked up under the pressure of

necessity," as he put it. While President of the nation however, he said

that he had "secured and read every modern military book." If there ever

was a self-made military leader Abraham Lincoln was such a one.

Possibly the most unaccountable achievement of Lincoln, unless

we are familiar with his early training, is his contributions in the field

of literature. His Gettysburg Address and Second Inaugural, are master-

pieces in eloquence. The London "Spectator" commented: "He is one of the
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greatest masters of prose ever produced by the English race." When we

are advised that his total schooling would not amount to more than a year,

we must he convinced that it was through his own efforts that he became

proficient in speaking and writing. Here again the books of his boyhood

became the basis of his self-taught course in literature.

His parents were imeducated, so his progress in literary pur-

suits was largely through his own endeavor. However, he did receive much

encouragement to study from his father and mother and they must have per-

ceived, by the time he was seven years old, that they had a gifted child in

their midst. He was fortunate indeed in the acquisition of books which

gave him the basic principles of oratory and a keen appreciation of good

literature. His political speeches were made more forceful by the use of

appropriate anecdotes because he had a keen sense of humor. Here again the

influence of his father^ a recognized story teller and the proud possessor

of such books as "Aesop's Fables," which he memorized, were important con-

tributions to his self-directed course in public speaking.

For si Jly the most important volume which influenced his literary

style was the Bible which was read daily in the home. Both parents as well

as Abraham were constant readers of the scriptures. There were at least 25

different books, most of them borrowed, to which Abraham had access as a

youth. An unusually good memory allowed him to retain ir^ost of what he read

as he went over the volumes again and again. Literary critics have lamented

the fact that when Lincoln passed away at 56 years of age a life was cut

short that was just entering an unusually promising career in the field of

literature

.
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In his first prepared public address, when but 23 years of age,

Lincoln said, "I am young and unknown to many of you. I was born and

have ever remained in the most humble walks of life, I have no wealthy

or popular relations to recommend me."

To a coiwpany of soldiers returning home at the close of the

war he said: "To the humblest and poorest among us are held out the

highest privileges and positions ... I happen temporarily to occupy this

White House. I am a living witness that any one of your children may

look to come here as my father's child has come." Surely Abraham

Lincoln was a self-made man.

^p n^ ^^ ^n ^^

October, 1958
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What was Abraham Lincoln like — this man born in a log-cabin,

whose education in its entirety consisted of less than one year in pub-

lic school, but who, nevertheless, by dint of his own efforts, rose to

the office of President of the United States? What were his traits?

What was his character?

Carl Schurz, an 1848 emigre from Germany, t«Aio fought in the

Civil Viiar as a brigadier general and ultimately rose to a place in the

President's cabinet and to office as ambassador to Spain, met Lincoln on

a train one day. He has drawn this picture for us:

"There he stood, overtopping by several inches all
those surrounding him. Although measuring something over 6

feet myself, I had, standing quite near to him, to throw my
head backward in order to look into his eyes. Lincoln's face
was swarthy, features strong and deeply furrowed, eyes benig-
nant and melancholy. His face was clean shaven and looked
even more haggard and careworn than later, when it was framed
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in whiskers. On his head, Lincoln wore a somewhat battered
stove-pipe hat. His neck emerged long and sinewy, from a
white collar turned dovm over a thin black necktie. His lank,
ungainly body was clad in a rusty black dress-coat with sleeves
that should have been longer; but his arms appeared so long
that the sleeves of a 'store-coat* could hardly be expected to
cover them all the way down to the wriets. His black trousers,
too, permitted a full view of his large feet. On his left arm
he carried a gray woolen shawl, which evidently served him for
an overcoat in chilly weather. His left hand held a cotton
umbrella of the bulging kind and also a black satchel that
bore the marks of long and hard usage. His right hand he kept
free for hand-shaking, of which there was no end until every-
body in the car seemed to be satisfied. I had seen in Washing-
ton and in the West, several public men of rough appearance;
but none whose look seemed quite so uncouth, not to say gro-
tesque, as Lincoln's."

There is another picture of Lincoln drawn by a fellow lawyer named

Whitney, which corroborates the fact that Lincoln was a man who cared naught

for externals; he was more concerned with the great ends of life: libervty

and democracy. Vftiitney says:

"His mobile face ranged, in modes of expression,
through a long gemot; it was rare that an artist could catch
the expression, and Lincoln's face was of that kind that the

expression was of greater consequence than the contoin* of the
featuz^s......

"He probably had as little taste about dress and
attire as anybody that ever was born; he simply wore clothes
because it was needful and customary; whether they fitted or
looked well was entirely above or beneath his comprehension."

Lincoln was no ordinary man. There has never been another like

him. He was and has remained an original. Yet throughout life, he was, as

he began, a man of the plain, common, people.

As for his personal habits, Joshua Speed, who owned a general

store in Spriijgfield, and was his closest friend, tells us that:
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"In all his habits of eating, sleeping, reading,
conversation and study, he was regularly irregular; that is,
he had no stated time for eating, no fixed time for going to
bed, none for getting up,"

Lincoln was a fitful sleeper and arose early. He would then

often walk alone across the White House lawn to find a newsboy and buy the

morning newspapers. By 8 a.m., when breakfast was served, he had already

been toiling at his desk for an hour. Msals were interruptions to him.

Breakfast would consist of an egg and a cup of coffee. Lunch would be

similarly Spartan -~ a raw apple and a glass of milk. Dinner would involve

greater consumption of food under Mrs. Lincoln's watchful eye and urging.

In fact, she often had guests to dine at the White House, to make Certain

that he would eat and thereby conserve his strength.

Of his modesty and humility, there were many witnesses. Relatives

and close personal friends were not allowed to call him "Mr. President."

Such a formality he reserved for strangers and for official visitors. To

intimates, it was alx^jays either "I'Cr. Lincoln" or just plain "Lincoln."

Secretary of the Treasury Salmon P. Chase and Senator Charles Summer of

Ifessachusetts both found him blacking his own boots. In the late evening

hours, his feet encased in worn slippers and his body draped in a faded

old dressing gown, he would relax in the company of close friends. Nothing

of self-iicportance or grandeur attached to him. The case for the use of

the slippers, an almost daily practice, arose from the corns with which

he was afflicted. The long legs often were elevated to the desk top,

where they rested, allowing him to recline at ease. In fact, during the

Civil War, he could often be seen at the window of his office in the

II
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|vihite House, gazing through a telescope, one end of which was at his eye

and the other resting on his stockinged feet which were propped on the

window-sill, to observe enenxy fortifications across the Potomac River.

The humility of Lincoln began early in life and remained with

him to the end. Thus, when he ran for his first public office, in 1832,

seeking election to the Illinois House of Representatives, and lost ("the

only time he was ever defeated by the people") the opening announcement of

his caripaign contained this statement:

"I am young, and unknown to mar^r of you, I was
bom, and have ever remained, in the most humble walks of
life. I have no wealthy or popular relations to recommend
me."

Twenty-seven years later, in 1859. after he had reached years of

mat\irity and had won the nomination of the Republican Party for the Presi-

dency, he replied to a request for a campaign autobiography, made by his

close friend Jesse W. Fell, in these modest words:

"Hereijith is a little sketch, as you requested.
There is not much of it, for the reason, I suppose, that
there is not much of me. If anything be made out of it, I

wish it to be modest , . . .
.

"

Lincoln almost never smoked tobacco or drank liquor. Though one

of the nation's greatest orators, strangely enougih, he did not possess the

sonorous tenor or baritone voice that actors, vrtio impersonate him, employ.

On the contrary, his was of a high-pitched, even piercing, quality, that

occasionally rose to a treble; yet ^^nLthal, it reached to the outermost

fringe of the crowd listening to him.
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Lincoln had a gift for pithy, epigraminatic expression. To those

who refused to trust the common sense of the voters, he is said to have

warned: "You can fool some of the people all the time; and all the people

some of the time; but you can't fool all the people all the time." As for

those who sought to discredit him in the public eye, by accusing him of

advocating social and political equality of whites with slaves, Lincoln

replied that, though the slave was not his civic or political equal, yet

"in the right to eat the bread that he earns with the sireat of his own

brow, he is my equal, and the equal of every other white man."

Lincoln had a complex character. He was a man of many moods.

He alternated between periods of elation and deepest gloom. "I laugh

because I must not ciy; that's all" he told friends. He believed in

diTeams, all of which had a portent of doom about them. He had a penchant

for poems and songs which dealt with the futility of life and the inevi-

tability of death. One of them, "l^rtality," by William Knox, was a

favorite. It began: "0 why should the spirit of mortal be proud?"

Herndon, Lincoln's law partner, said of him:

"He was a sad-looking man; his melancholy dripped
from him as he walked....He was gloomy, abstracted and joyous
— rather humorous — by tiimsj but I do not think he knew
what real joy was for many years."

Milton H. Shutes writes:

"He seemed to shed tears easier than most men. He

wept so uncontrollably at the funeral of his old friend.
Squire Green, of New Salem, that he was unable to proceed
with the eulogy. He cried over poetry, over beautiful sing-
ing and instrumental music, over Sunday School children,
motorning homes, the slaughter of soldiers, and even at the

sight of their marching."
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r On the other hand, examples of his wit and humor are legion. In

a note to ^fajo^ Ramsay, October 17, 1861, he wrote:

"The lady — bearer of this — says she has two
sons who want to work. Set them at it, if possible. Wanting
to work is so rare a want that it should be encouraged."

In a message to Secretary of War Simon Cameron, November 13, 1861,

he wrote:

"Please have the Adjutant General ascertain whether
2nd. Lieutenant of Co. D. 2nd. Infantry — Alexander E. Drake,
is not entitled to promotion. His wife thinks he is."

When stricken with variola, a mild form of smallpox, while be-

sieged in the VJhite House by hordes of office-seekers, Lincoln told his

secretaries, with relief, that he was happy, for "Now I haxre something I

can give everybody." A group of clergymen presented to Lincoln an address

in which they called him "a pillar of the church." He replied: "You

would have done better to call me a steeple."

It is related that a yoimg man came to Lincoln to thank him for

an appointment as American Consul at a South-American port. The nominee

was dress9d in the height of fashion. It appeared the office was not

altogether a joy to the young man. He told the President: "I can*t say

I*m so very glad of this appointment after all. I hear they have bugs

down there that are liable to eat me up inside of a week." Replied

Lincoln: "Well, young man, if they do, they'll leave behind them a mighty

good suit of clothes."

One of the greatest afflictions the kind-hearted Lincoln had

to suffer, was the persistence with which his generals demanded the death

r
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penalty for soldiers who had violated some rule of war. But he went right

on pardoning the unhappy victims. To one commander who wanted a deserter

shot, Lincoln said: "Can he help it if he has a pair of cowardly legs

that run away with the rest of him?"

In his domestic life, Lincoln was a devoted husband and father.

Tme, he annoyed his wife, Mary, He came to table in shirt-sleeves; he

read a book lying on the floor of the hallway of his home, his head and

back propped up on an overturned chair; similarly reclining, he dangled

his babies overhead; he answered the door-bell to two haughty ladies, who

came to call on Mrs. Lincoln, likewise in shirt-sleeves, and not yet

content, announced to them in street parlance, that he "would trot the

women folks out." To counter the parsimoniousness of his wife, he secretly

paid the housemaid one dollar per week extra, as salary. What his wife

would have said, had she discovered this, can be imagined, for she had a

fiery temper. Yet she practised economy with cause. Coming as she did

from a home of wealth, it must have required the self-control of a Stoic

for her to take up married life at the Globe Tavern in Springfield, Illinois,

where board and lodging came to four dollars per week.

The four children, all boys, were notoriously spoiled, Lincoln wor-

shiped them. While practising law at Springfield, he could be seen on

winter mornings, walking to market, basket in arm, an old gray shawl around

his neck, with little Tad or Willie at his heels, both of them propounding

questions which the father was too abstracted to hear. On Sunday mornings,

when l^ry went to church, the neighbors would see Lincoln pulling a little
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wagon behind him, with his babies in it, reading absorbedly en open book

which he held in his hand. Once, a youngster fell out and lay crying in

the street, but the father kept on, completely oblivious. There was, how-

ever, one who was no sharer of Lincoln ^s partiality for his children. That

I

was his law partner, Herndon, When Willie or Tad came to the office of

the firm, the papers of clients would go flying to the floor, inkwells

would be overturned, lawbooks would be stripped of pages, all to the steadily

rising anger of Herndon, accentuated by the peals of laughter the children's

antics provoked in Lincoln, To Herndon, they were brats, whose necks he

was often tempted to wring.

Lincoln hated slavery from his earliest days. To him it was

a moral vrrong. Until he attained the Presidenqr, he could strike no blow

against this evil. Then, in September 1862, the opportunity came. But

it was no simple problem. Whether or when to take advantage of the chance,

was to him the subject of anxious and prolonged consideration. Finally,

he determined to act. A special cabinet meeting was held to hear Lincoln's

proposal. Before laying his plan in the open, there was yet something to

be done. The tension he felt had to be eased. He needed it; his cabinet

would also need it. So Lincoln resorted to a characteristic maneuver. He

took up a book by Artemus Ward, a noted humorist, and read from it a chapter

entitled "High-Handed Outrage at Utica," a hilarious account of an attack

by a simpleton on a wax figure, which he had mistaken for a human being,

Judas Iscariot,

The story drew laughter from Lincoln as he read aloud, and even

fi*om some of the cabinet members. The others were annoyed at what seemed
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to them an undignified proceeding. But the maneuver succeeded. The

tension Lincoln had suffered was gone; the cabinet could hear his proposal

to strike at slavery in an atmosphere of relaxation.

The proclamation Lincoln then read announced that the slaves

would be declared free, unless the states in rebellion returned to their

former allegiance. They persisted. So on January 1st, I863, an Emancipation

Proclamation was issued ty Lincoln, In the end, it resulted in making free

four million men, women and children, Lincoln could now declare that this

proclamation would be regarded, in due time, as the main achievement of

his administration — if anything, an understatement, A great vrrong was

righted. Yet the sad man, who set in motion the chain of events that

brought this about, had to have his laugh, first. As the poet. Hartley

Coleridge, said:

"And laughter oft is but an art
To drown the outcry of the heart,"

Such was the man — Abraham Lincoln.

* # * * «

October, 1958

1





IISIS FMTDRE
A AIR

DISTRIBUTED BY THE UNITED STATES INFORMATION SERVICE
FOR USE BY NEWSPAPERS, MAGAZINES, OR RADIO STATIONS WITH OR WITHOUT CREDIT TO USIS. US I A" I PS

Abraham Lincoln Anniversary

(1B0$-1B6^)

LINCOLN, PLAIN MAN OF THE PEOPLE

By
Bell Irvin VQJ.ey

The author is Professor of
American History, Emory
University, and a Lincoln
scholar.

"I was born and have ever remained in the most humble walks

of life," wrote Abraham Lincoln in 1832 idien he was making his first

bid for public office. Twenty-eight years later, while seeking the

Presidency, he replied to a biographer's request for material about his

early years: "It is a great piece of folly to attempt to make anything

out of my early life. It can be condensed into a single sentence and

that sentence you X'\o.ll find in Gray's Elegy — 'The short and simple

annals of the poor.'"

Thus did the roan who was destined to lead the American nation

through its greatest crisis identify himself with the plain people.

There was no pretension in his claim to humble beginnings. He was born

in poverty, I^lhile yet a boy he toiled in forest and field with axe, hoe

and plow. As he attained maturity he worked as a hired hand, splitting

rails, building a flatboat and transporting cargoes of farm goods from
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his home country to New Orleans. Later he clerked in a store, served as

a village postmaster and practiced surveying. Until he moved to Spring-

field in 1837- -and to a large extent thereafter—his most intimate

associates were the plain working people of the American frontier. He

ate the simple fare and wore the unpretentious clothing to which they

were accustomed. He shared their superstitions, enjoyed their rough

humor, entered heartily into their song fests and excelled in their

manly sports. He was one with them in thought, word and deed.

These early associations impressed on Lincoln the solid virtue

of the common people and instilled in him a deep desire to promote their

welfare. He developed a profound conviction that the future of America

depended on the progress of the ordinary folk, America was "a new

nation, conceived in Liberty and dedicated to the proposition that all

men are created equal." Its strength reposed in the character of the

masses. "It is upon the brave hearts and strong aims of the Country,"

he said to a group of common soldiers during the Civil War, "that our

reliance has been placed in support of free government and free

institutions .

"

The influence of Lincoln's humble background and associations

is apparent in his often expressed belief in the worth and dignity of

labor. About the time he took his seat in Congress he wrote: "In the

early days of the world the Almighty said to the first of our race, 'In

the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, ' and since then, if we

except the lir.^t and the air of heaven, no good thing has been or can be

enjoyed by us without having first cost labor: And inasmuch (as) most
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good things are produced by labor, it follows that all such things of

right belong to those whose labor has produced them." In a speech in

1859 > Lincoln declared that "Labor is the great source from which nearly-

all if not all human comforts and necessities are drawn." And in 1861,

while en route to Washington, he told a Pittsburgh audience that "Labor

is the true standard of value."

Lincoln was deeply concerned that those who toiled should be

fairly compensated and should have full opportunity to improve their

status. The right of laborers to strike Lincoln specifically defended

on a number of occasions. In 1860, he declared "I am glad to know that

there is a system of labor where the laborer can strike if he wants to.

I would to God that such a system prevailed all over the world." To a

New Haven audience he said: "I like the system which lets a man quit

when he wants to and wish it might prevail everywhere."

One of his basic objections to slavery was that the system

prevented the worker from bargaining with his employer as to the condi-

tions of his labor and denied to those who toiled any hope of lifting

themselves in the social and economic scale.

Lincoln was firmly committed to a system of free enterprise.

But he believed that those who worked for wages should have a full and

free opportunity to attain a position where they in turn could hire the

services of others. "There is no such thing as a free man being fatally

fixed for life in the condition of a hired laborer," he said on one

occasion.
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In a speech in March i860, Lincoln stated: "I take it that it

is best for all to leave each man free to acquire property as fast as

he can. Some will get wealthy. I don't believe in a law to prevent a

man from getting rich; it would do more harm than good. So, while we

do not propose any war upon capital, we do wish to allow the humble man

an equal chance to get rich with everybody else."

During the Civil War Lincoln on many occasions manifested an

interest in the laboring classes and in their support of the Union cause.

In March l864 he "gratefully accepted" honorary membership in the New

York workingmen's Democratic Republican Association and congratulated

that organization on its realization that the conflict between North and

South was "in fact a war upon the rights of all working people." He

added: "The strongest bond of human sympathy outside of the family

relation should be one uniting all working people of all nations, and

tongues and kindred." Early in I863 he sent messages to the workingmen

of London and Manchester, thanking them for their e:}q)ressions of sympathy

for the Northern cause. To the latter he wrote: "I know and deeply

deplore the sufferings which the workingmen at Manchester and in all

Europe are called to endure in this crisis ... I cannot but regard your

decisive utterance upon the question as an instance of sublime

Christian heroism (and) ... reinspiring assurance of the inherent power

of truth and of the ultimate and universal triumph of justice, humanity

and freedom."
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As he climbed the ladder of success Lincoln showed no inclina-

tion to forget or deplore his humble origins. In i860 he stated: "I am

not ashamed to confess tliat twenty-five years ago I was a hired laborer,

mauling rails, at work on a flat-boat --just what might happen to any

man's son."

His acquaintance with poverty and hardship gave him an abiding

sympathy for the needy and the oppressed. He advocated liberal policies

of immigration so that people of other lands threatened with political

persecution or ground down by poverty might share in America's "new life."

And he also urged humane and generous treatment of foreigners after they

reached the American shore. In February I861 he told a Cincinnati

audience: "In regard to the Germans and foreigners ... It is not my

nature when I see a people borne down by the weight of their shackles

—

the oppression of tyranny—to make their life more bitter by heaping

upon them great burdens; but rather would I do all in my power to raise

the yoke, than to add anjrthing that would crush them."

Lincoln's sympathies for the lowly extended to people of all

creeds and colors. He was especially interested in the welfare of the

Negro. "I want every man to have the chance—and I believe the black

man is entitled to it—in which he can better his condition, " he declared

in March, i860. In a letter of August 2k, l845 to his Kentucky friend,

Joshua F. Speed, he wrote: "In iQkl you and I had together a tedious

low-water trip on a Steamboat from Louisville to St. Louis . . . there

were on board ten or a dozen slaves shackled together with irons. That

sight was a cortinual torment to me."
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The end that he hoped for was assured by the Emancipation

Proclamation, the Thirteenth Amendment and the triumph of Federal arms.

Once he committed himself to the adoption of emancipation, Lincoln

worked diligently toward helping the colored people along the road to

freedom and the full opportunity for advancement that he believed the

inherent right of every human being. He insisted that Negroes in the

army be treated as soldiers by their white comrades. He also followed

with great interest the work of private and government agencies which

undertook to promote the physical and spiritual welfare of the fami3J.es

of colored soldiers and the other Negroes who were involved in the

tortuous transition from slavery to freedom.

Lincoln's concern for the plain people and the attitude of the

Northern masses toward him during the crisis of the Civil War is vividly

recorded in the letters and diaries of the common soldiers.

In Jiily, 1862, while General McClellan's army lay at Harrison's

Landing President Lincoln made one of his fact-finding visits to the

field. Shortly afterward Sergeant Felix Brannigan of a New York regi-

ment, wrote his homefolk:

"Old Abe was here a few days ago and saw for himself

the state of things. He, we are all convinced, is the soldier's

friend, and the man above all men in the right place. We feel

that he takes an interest in us, that he has done what not one

of ten thousand in a similar position would have brains enough
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to think of doing, i.e. to take nobody's word or reports got

up for effect . He came and saw for himself . . . Such cheers

as greeted him never tickled the ears of Napoleon in his

palmiest days."

Sergeant Brannigan's estimate of Lincoln's popularity among the

rank and file was not exaggerated. It is doubtful if any war president

in American history ever elicited as enthusiastic admiration among the

fighting forces as did the railsplitter from Illinois. The warmth with

which he was regarded is suggested by the nick-names applied to him.

Relatively few soldiers spoke of him as "President Lincoln," "Mr. Lincoln,"

or "the President." But thousands referred to him as "Old Abe," "Father

Abraham," or "Honest Abe"; and a popular song in camp was entitled "We

are Coming Father Abraham." But far and away the most widely used nick-

name for the President was the intimate and affectionate "Old Abe."

Of the various factors contributing to Lincoln's popularity

among the rank and file, none was more important than the interest which

he manifested in the soldier's individual welfare. Scores of references

appear in soldiers' letters to reviews by the President, and these camp

visits were frequently cited as evidence of his concern for the men who

carried musket and carbine.

The thing which probably did most to impress Lincoln's kindly

concern for the soldiers was his frequent interposition to soften the

harsh discipline of the Union Anny. Study of Lincoln indorsements on

court martial proceedings plainly shows the President's softening influence
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in cases calling for the death penalty. It is well known that in no

instance did a Union soldier forfeit his life for sleeping on post. Less

publicized but equally true is the fact that Lincoln frequently ordered

lesser punishments where courts had prescribed death for purely military

offenses, such as insubordination, mutiny and desertion.

Another factor promoting Lincoln's popularity was his reputation

for plainness and lack of pretension. The soldiers liked the simplicity

of his dress and the plainness of manner which marked his appearance among

them. They also appreciated his reputed fondness for unrefined stories of

the sort which brought chortles when seasoned campaigners held forth about

the campfire. His alleged enjoyment of a chew of tobacco also tended to

bring him down to the level of the common soldier.

Another factor contributing greatly to Lincoln's esteem by the

soldiers was their almost unanimous belief in his integrity. The concept

of "Honest Abe" may have had its beginning as a mere shibboleth, but in

the crucible of war it became a conviction, based on emotion, but for that

very reason sacred and beyond question.

To the overwhelming majority of the rank and file Lincoln was

not a politician in the usual sense of the word. Rather, he was a plain,

honest citi2:,en, brought forward by a combination of the democratic process

and the workings of Divine Providence to save the nation in a time of

peril. And with the help of the soldiers and other good people, save the

Union he would.
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The feeling of Lincoln's oneness in kind, purpose and suffering

with themselves, caused many enlisted men to write letters to him detailing

their woes.

Lincoln repeatedly manifested his appreciation of the esteem in

which he was held by the soldiers. Regiments passing through Washington

sometimes called at the White House to see "Uncle Abe." If he was at home,

the President usually favored his visitors with a short speech. In these

informal, talks Lincoln was wont to dwell upon the preservation and per-

petuation of "a free government where every man has a right to be equal

with every other man," He also tried to impress upon them the stake which

they as ordinary citizens had in the conflict, "This government must be

preserved," he said to members of the l48th Ohio Regiment in iQGk. "It is

worthy your every effort. Nowhere in the world is presented a government

of so much liberty and equality. To the humblest and poorest among us are

held out the highest privileges and positions. The present moment finds

me in the White House. Yet there is as good a chance for your children as

there was for my father's."

Jefferson Davis, President of the Southern Confederacy, on the

other hand, made no effort comparable to Lincoln's to convince the masses

that the cause he represented was the cause of the people. He remained

relatively aloof from the masses. Apparently he did not realize the

necessity of winning their minds and their hearts for the Confederacy. It

may well be that Lincoln's closer identity with the plain people, and his

greater success in rallying them to the cause that he represented was the

most influential factor in the triumph of the North and the preservation of

the Union.

*****
October, 1958
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During I808-9 two pioneer families in backwoods Kentucky living

about 80 miles apart celebrated the birth of boys destined to be linked in

an ironically strange fate. The first child was Jefferson Davis whose

family later settled in the rich Mississippi black belt, acquired vast

plantations, and became wealthy slaveowners. Davis rose to become

president of the Confederate States of America dedicated to Negro slavery.

The other was Abraham Lincoln, son of a small farmer who chose to move

out of the slave area into southern Indiana and Illinois. Young Lincoln's

final destiny was the Wliite House leading the Union forces against the

Confederate armies of Davis until eill America was cleansed of slavery.

Lincoln, like the average Illinois farm worker, store clerk,

and self-made lawyer of his day, probably never had more than ten months

of formal schooling; yet he acquired a sensitive prose style that is
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notable in American literature and an even greater sensitivity to social

ills and the universal struggle for human rights. He undoubtedly saw

slavery when he took a flatboat down the Mississippi River to New Orleans

and, even in his early years as an Illinois state legislator, he worked

for its abolition, called for mass schooling as the bulwark of free in-

stitutions, and introduced laws to protect the small farmer from high

interest rates.

At no time was Lincoln a radical given to violent methods. While

he said that labor had superior rights over capital, he always added that

capital also deserved protection. But capital must not own labor as under

slavery. Besides, he believed firmly in the frontier ideal of equality

of opportunity and in a fluid society. "There is no permanent class of

hired laborers amongst us. Twenty-five years ago I was a hired laborer.

The hired laborer of yesterday labors on his own account today and will

hire others to labor for him tomorrow," Even in the 20th century of

large industry, this small enterprise ideal influenced Americans because

society and opportunity continued to be fluid as in Lincoln's day. He

was a younger contemporary of Karl Marx, but the notion of an implacable

class struggle was wholly foreign to him as it was to his countrymen.

His early reputation was based on his simple dramatic skill as

a trial lawyer gifted with the ability to reach the minds of ordinary men

and sympathetic to the feelings of plain fanii jurors. His frontier neigh-

bors trusted him. When he spoke before a lecture audience occasionally,

his message was for social justice. He denounced frontier mob incidents
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asserting that liberty must "be "hevm from the solid quarry of pure reason"

combining "general intelligence, sound morality, and a reverence for the

Constitution and the laws." A law partner later recalled his platform

appeal: "Lincoln's gray eyes would flash fire when speaking against

slavery or spoke volumes of hope and love when speaking of liberty,

justice, and the progress of mankind."

When Britain and France abolished slavery in their colonies,

this example influenced many antislavery men like Lincoln. Elected to

Congress for the l3k'J-'k9 session, he joined his fellow-liHiig Party members

in combating the spread of slavery westward. He thought that the War with

Mexico was merely a slaveowners' conspiracy to create more slave states

out of the West. Therefore he voted against the war and voted, so he said

later, about forty times for the Wilmot Proviso which forbade slavery in

any territory acquired from Mexico.

Reti-irning to Illinois, he reopened his law practice and joined

the newly-orgenized Republican Party which had proclaimed Jefferson's

doctrine of human equality. It is not the purpose here to relate the

significant story of emancipation, but it should be noted that he refused

to join the left-wing abolitionists who demanded immediate abolition

regardless of violent consequences. Not an academic man, he was perplexed

by the "scientific" anthropologists of his day who insisted that Negroes

were innately inferior to whites. No one aroused him more than George

Fitzhugh, an extremist Virginian lawyer who went far beyond slavery to attack

modem liberty altogether, "Slavery, white or black, is right and necessary,"
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Fitzhugh said and drew from the same racialist doctrines of the French

diplomat Comte Joseph Arthur de Gohineau which later served modern racists.

Free competitive society, he argued, was a recent development that had

already failed judging from the factory exploitation of labor in Western

Europe and America and the appearance of socialism, another form of

coercion. Slavery and liberty, he said, "cannot long co-exist in the

Great Republic of Christendom."

This basic attack on human rights aroused Lincoln to write his

most famous political speech, the so-called "House -Divided" address

delivered on June l6, I858:

A house divided against itself cannot stand. I

believe this government cannot endure, permanently half -slave
and half -free. I do not expect the Union to be dissolved; I

do not expect the house to fall; but I do expect it will cease
to be divided. It will become all one thing, or all the
other. Either the opponents of slavery will arrest the further
spread of it, and place it where the public mind shall rest in
the belief that it is in course of ultimate extinction, or its
advocates will push it forward till it shall become alike law-
ful in all the States, old as well as new, North as well as
South

.

Lincoln's House-Divided speech meant that he believed that in a

democracy where public opinion was dominant, a single "central idea," as

he put it, eventually won out in the competition of ideas. This central

idea in our government had always been the equality of men . "And although

it (public opinion) has alvrays submitted patiently to whatever of inequality

there seemed to be as a matter of actual necessity, its constant working

has been a steady progress toward the practical equality of all men."
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Thus he made clear his belief that the basic incompatibility of

freedom and slavery in a land possessing a free public opinion was to be

solved by the peaceful advance of free society. Unfortunately, the

seceding South, ever fearful of race wars emerging from anti slavery

pressure, decided that the presidential election of Lincoln was an immediate

threat to them and therefore they chose the path of civil war.

During those decades before the war, immigrants arrived in such

numbers as to frighten those who feared domination by alien groups. One

secret organization, the American Party, worked to reduce the political

power of newcomers by greatly extending the time of naturalization.

Lincoln attacked those within his party who had joined this group and

denounced discrimination against immigrants. As President, too, he

appealed to Congress to liberalize its immigration policy. Bar only the

enemies of the human race_, he asked and praised each national group for

its special contributions.

In l8U8, when revolutions swept Europe, he led political meetings

to express sympathy for the liberal Forty Eighters. He secured resolutions

praising the struggle for liberty of Louis Kossuth and the Hungarian

patriots. When the entire world was shocked by the Russian Czarist troops

which destroyed Hungarian freedom, Lincoln secured a vehement public

protest condemning Russia's act and encouraging resistance. Lincoln felt

the current public enthusiasm for Louis Kossuth and the Hungarian struggle

at the time that this leader visited America and was hailed by huge

demonstrations in the larger cities.
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As President, Lincoln found himself face to face with the grim

reality of war which he had always condemned as arousing the worst traits

of mankind—deception, suspicion, and brutality. But he saw no alternative

but resistance to the slave states and despite the nature of civil war,

when the enemy is frequently within the gates, he managed to preserve a

large measure of peacetime civil liberties.

He never felt hatred to the South—only against slavery itself.

His law partner later said, "He was certainly a very poor hater. He never

judged men by his like or dislike for them ... If a man had maligned him

or been guilty of personal ill-treatment, and was the fittest man for the

place, he would give him that place just as soon as he would give it to a

friend." In wartime, as so many stories show, he felt as much sympathy

for the suffering Confederate boy as for his own Union wounded. Once,

during his numerous visits to military hospitals, a dying Confederate

soldier called for him, evidently thinking to get some diversion at the

sight of the man whom Southerners regarded as the homeliest man in the

world. Lincoln paused in his rounds, listened patiently to the boy, in-

quired after his parents, brothers, and sisters, and remained there during

the last hours of death. The Confederate was obviously captivated by this

humane man.

Lincoln suffered the necessity of sending armies forth to their

ordeal, though this hatred of war did not prevent him from becoming a

great war President leading his cause to victory. Many stories are told

of his intervention to save prisoners from execution by military courts.
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of his heroic efforts to find time and patience to listen to innumerable

mothers, wives, and others pleading for the lives of their dear ones.

Once he told his former law partner, "Get out of the way, Swett; tomorrow

is butcher day, and I must go through these papers and see if I cannot

find some excuse to let these poor fellows off." Secretary of War Stanton

was not always happy about the way that Lincoln used the pardoning power,

but recent biographers feel that he used careful judgment, not mere senti-

mentality. But his personal suffering was immense.

Critics complained that the President was too generous in his

policy of freeing prisoners willing to take an oath of loyalty (providing

their cases showed that they could be trusted) . He intervened to protect

Negro Union troops whom their former masters refused to treat as prisoners

of war when captured. "To sell or enslave any captured person on account

of his color, and for no offense against the laws of war, is a relapse into

barbarism, and a crime against the civilization of the age," he said. The

South yielded on this point.

Once the objectives of war were attained, he was ready to offer

a magnanimous peace, permitting the Confederates to return at once to their

homes, and discouraging most efforts to punish their leaders. "We would

welcome Jefferson Davis' escape from the country," he told a friend. His

kindliness is memorably reflected in his speech:

With malice toward none; with charity for allj with
firmness in the right as God gives us to see the right, let us

strive on to finish the work we are in; to bind up the nation's
wounds; to care for him who shall have borne the battle, and
for his widow and his orphan- -to do all which may achieve a

just and lasting peace among ourselves and with all nations.
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In December, I862, Lincoln issued the famous Emancipation Proc-

lamation freeing slaves in all rebel areas and thus proved to world opinion

that the North was fighting not only for the Union but for human freedom.

Middle-class people and workmen felt enthusiastic and issued resolutions

of solidarity. In England, overflowing crowds of workmen, many of them

thrown out of work because the Civil War had cut off supplies for their

factories, nevertheless praised Lincoln and the Union. Manchester workmen

declared:

We honor your Free States, as a singularly happy
abode for the wori'J.ng millions where industry is honored...
The erasure of thn.t foul blot upon civilization and Christi-
anity—chattel slavery—during your presidency will cause
the name of Abraham Lincoln to be honored and revered by
posterity. . .Our interests moreover are identified with yours.

We are truly one people, though locally separate.

Lincoln replied understandingly:

I know and deeply deplore the sufferings which the

workingmen of Manchester and in all Europe are called to endure

in this crisis. . .Under the circumstances, I cannot but regard
your decisive utterances upon the question as an instance of

sublime Christian heroism which has not been surpassed in any
age or in any country.

The import of the struggle for human freedom everywhere was as easily

understood in Europe as in the United States.

This same world context for Lincoln's ideas is clear in the

famous Gettysburg address. Lincoln said that "our fathers brought forth

upon this continent a new nation, conceived in liberty and dedicated to

the proposition that all men are created equal." He also said that the

war tested "whether that nation or any nation so conceived and so dedi-

cated, can long endure." He called upon his hearers who were mourning the
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dead that they must dedicate themselves to this unfinished task of freedom

"that government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not

perish from the earth." Here was a timeless message that could have been

said in 1959 as well as in I863.

Wliile waging a war for freedom that cost 600,000 lives on both

sides, Lincoln also advanced the interests of all classes at home. He

urged successfully that Congress fulfill its promise to give "land to the

landless." He said: "A homestead shall be granted to every poor man who

needs and desires it and will cultivate it." Immigrants were welcomed,

offered exemption from military service, though many gladly served in the

var for freedom.

One singularly wise step was the appointment of the highly

civilized Anson Burlingarae as envoy extraordinary and minister plenipo-

tentiary to China, then in danger of disintegration. So successful was

Burlingarae in fulfilling the anti -colonial and anti-imperialistic policy

of the Lincoln administration that the Chinese took the unusual step after

Lincoln's death of making Burlingarae their own envoy to the United States I

Lincoln's championship of human rights had circled the globe!

*****

October, 1958
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To Abraham Lincoln the American Declaration of Independence set

forth the basis of government for free people, the world over. He said:

"The assertion that 'all men are created equal' was
of no practical use in effecting our separation from Great
Britain; and it xms pla :cd in the Declaration, not for that, but
for future use. Its authors meant it to be, thank God, it is

now proving itself, a stumbling block to those who in after
times might seek to t\im a free people back into the hateful
paths of despotism. • • .

"They meant to set up a standard maxim for free
society, lAiich should be familiar to all, and revered by all,

constantly looked to, constantly labored for ... constantly
spreading and deepening its influence, and augmenting the
happiness and value of life to all people of all colors every-
where.'-

Thus no man should enslave any other, no group shoiild

dominate any other group, no nation should make a satellite of

another nation.

Lincoln lived, he gave his life, to preserve this concept of

govemmentj government created to foster and protect genuine equr?lity
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among men, equality of opportunity, the equal and unfettered start in

life,;d.thout regard to race, creed, color or nationality; free enterprise

and individual initiative, in the business of maldjig a life, no less

than in making a living.

His thinldjig embraced all men, everywhere. Of the work of the

authors of that Great Declaration he said;

"This was their majestic interpretation of the economy
of the universe . This was their lofty, and wise, and noble under-
standing of the justice of the creator to His creatures. Yes, .

... to all His creatures, to the whole great family of man. •

• • . In their enlightened belief, nothing stamped with the
Divine image and likeness was sent into the world to be trodden
on, and degraded, and imbruted by its fellows."

Lincoln thought in terms of sovereignty of the individual man

in his personal affairs, sovereignty of each group of people as a unit

of government, for their internal affairs. So he saids

"No matter in what shape it (the excuse for depriving
any people of their liberty) comes, whether from tlie mouth of
a king who seeks to bestride the people of his own nation and
!Live b3^ the fruit of their labor, or from one race (or group)
of men as an apology for enslaving another race (or group), it
is the same tyrannical principle." (Parenthetical matter
added.

)

When the working men of Manchester sent Lincoln a message of

support of his purpose in the Civil War, he answered iTith gratitude for

their "re-inspiring assurance ... of the ultimate and universal triumph

of justice, humanity, and freedom." He thought so much in terms of

universal good that he came to talk of "man's vast future."

Thus as he joiimeyed to Washington to be inaugunated, he said to

the New Jersey Senate:
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"I am exceedingly anxious that that thing vhich they
(the revolutionary fathers) fought for; that something even
more than national independence; that something that held out
a great promise to all the people of the world to all time to
come ; • • • shall be perpetuated in giccordaxice with the
original idea for which that struggle was made.

He pleaded that each generation of Americans "readopt the Decla-

ration of Independence, and with it the practices and policy, which harmo-

nize with it, • • . Let all Americans — let all lovers of liberty every-

where join in the great and good work." Why? So "that the succeeding

millions of free happy people, the world over, shall rise up and call

us blessed, to the latest generation."

To Lincoln democracy was not merely a political phrase. It was

no mere slogan. It was a way of life. So he said:

"As I would not be a slave

,

so I would not be a
master. This expresses my idea of democracy. Whatever
differs from this, to the extent of the difference, is not
democracy."

Yes, he meant government to assure the opportunity to progress

to all men; to leave men free to achieve and improve their status. He

said:

"We propose to give all a chance; and we e3q)ected
the weak to grow stronger, the ignorant, wiser, and all better,
and happier, together."

Such is our task, our "duty to posterity, and love for our

species in general. ..."

To Lincoln, even free enterprise was the way to advance the gen-

eral good through the individual good. Sometimes he soliloquized in

writing. Fragments later found in his files show how deeply he thought

about man*s welfare. Once he asked himself: What t/as "the primary cause"
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of America's prosperity? Was it the combination of the American "Constitu-

tion and the Union"? These were documents of basic importance; but he went

even deeper to see and say that

"there is something back of these, entwining itself
more closely about the human heart. That something is the
principle of 'liberty to all' — the principle that clears
the path for all — gives hope to all — and by consequence,
enterprise and industry to all.

Here is no demagogic promise of ease to one class at the expense

of another class. Here is no ascendancy by class or color. To every man,

everywhere, there must be the promise and assurance of good, in the degree

of his "enterprise and industry." National and universal prosperity will

be attained and retained so far, and only so far, as we extend and keep

open, clear paths of equal opportunity to achieve. So he went on:

"No oppressed people will fight, and endure, as our
fathers did, without the promise of something better than a

mere change of masters."

There must be no bestr*idden nor bestriding class. We must never

surrender freedom of initiative for promised prosperity through a totali-

tarian state. He warned those "x^dio toil up from poverty" to "beware of

surrendering a political power . . . v^iich, if surrendered, will surely be

used to close the doors of advancement . , . and to fix new disabilities

and burdens upon them, till all liberty shall be lost."

Miat did Lincoln think governments should do, and should not do?

He wrote another soliloquy to say:

"The legitimate object of government is to do for a
community of people what they need to have done, but cannot at
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all do, or cannot so well do, for themselves — in their
separate and individual capacities • • . . In all that the
people can individually do as well for themselves, government
ought not to interfere."

This was just another way of saying that people will be free,

that individual initiative will thrive, to the extent that people are

courageous, energetic, and stand upon their own feet. If they seek govern-

ment interference for their business, there will be government interfer-

ence with and against their business

»

Why did Lincoln accept Civil War in America? Because it was

"a struggle for maintaining in the world, that form and substance of gov-

ernment, whose leading object is to elevate the condition of men — to

lift artificial weights from all shoulders • . . to afford an unfettered

start, and a fair chance in the race of life," This he said in his first

Message to Congress.

No man should be fixed in inferior status. Lincoln rejected the

view "that vdioever is once a hired laborer is fatally fixed in that condi-

tion for life." "This," he said, "is the 'mud-sill' theory." The mud-sill

of pioneer log cabins was the bottan log, p)ermanently enbedded in the mud,

and forever held down by all the logs above it in the building,which rested

upon it, and held it down. No man, no race, no people anyvAiere should be

held down. Men must be free to rise as high as their own efforts and

initiative can take them.

Well Lincoln knew that America had not yet fully or nearly

attained that ideal of full equality of opportunity; but he knew that
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government based upon and practicing tlie civic truths of the Great

Declaration mil finally liberate all men from the tyranny which would fix

any man in debased or unfavored status.

At Gettysburg he dedicated more than a cemetery. He rededicated

his people and their government, in fact all liberty-loving people eveiy^

x/here, to a forever "new birth of freedom, that government of the people,

by the people, and for the people, should not perish from the earthy"

AS individuals must strive to attain perfection in their own

lives, so must peoples, through their governments, honestly strive in-

creasingly to assure the equality of opportunity by means of "which all men,

everywliere, may acliieve "man's vast future."

* * *

October, 1958
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When Abraham Lincoln was born, government imder the American

Constitution was 20 years old. When he first voted political parties

were emerging. Party lines were indistinct, and candidates were not

classified as liberal or conservative. One must discover what Lincoln

became.

His environment was a factor of deep influence. He was a

child of the frontier, where conditions Mere fluid. He was bom in

poverty but he accumulated property. There was no permanent social

status; he began without educational or cultural advantages and attained

gentility. There were optional ways of making a living — as a farmer,

an artisan, or a professional roan, Lincoln's choice put him on the

path to political distinction, usefulness, and fame.
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Taken by his parents from Kentucky to Indiana and to Illinois,

Lincoln found himself, when he came of age, in the Sangamo region settled

by Kentuckians, where rich soil promised prosperity. He was among people

of aristocratic manners and attitudes, of whom several had already become

political leaders. He determined to become one of their kind. The young

rail-splitter, flatboatman, and storekeeper became a lawyer; a professional

man, not a laborer. Assiduously cultivating knowledge of law, jiyathematics,

writing, and reading, he also cultivated people of education and refinement

and of social status and wealth.

Lincoln undertook a political career together with his legal

practice. He was elected to the State Legislature four times and to

Congress once 5 he also canvassed as a Presidential elector for his

political party.

His choice of party was important. In the year he was born

Thomas Jefferson was President, and the party which Jefferson had formed

was dominant. Indeed that party in subsequent elections completely de-

feated the rival Federalist party, so that when Jefferson died there was

but one party in existence. Thus when Lincoln entered politics voters

adhered to men , not to parties. But the advent of Andrew Jackson upon

the political scene ushered in a second era of parties, so that by I834.

distinction between Democrats and Whigs was sharp. Lincoln became a Whig.

Lincoln *s party vras conservative. It looked to the interests

of wealth and property. It favored a National Bank and a high protective

tariff. With its commitment to property interests members of the Whig





LINCOLN — LIBERAL OR CONSERVATIVE ? - 3 -

party accepted slavery; threo-fourths of the slaves in America were owned

by I'Jhigs, While all social and economic classes were represented in the

party, its leaders were merchants, capitalists, and professional men.

The Jacksonian Democrats, not without justice, asserted that the Whigs

Were a party of aristocrats, Lincoln represented such IJhigs in the Legis-

lature and Congress. He sought their supports His marriage related him

to prosperous, conservative Whig families*

In the State Legislature and in Congress Lincoln generally

followed the conservative principles of his party. His manifest ability

led to success as a politician. Although his party was always a minority

in Illinois, its strength was concentrated in his home district, so that

he was successful in running for office*

A decisive change came with his election to Congress, Previously

Lincoln's experience had been on the municipal, county, district, and

State level; now it was national. But on the higher level Lincoln closely

followed party leaders. Congressman Lincoln was usually an orthodox,

conservative whig.

let he voiced, liberal principles worthy of Jefferscn, most

frequently when liberty was concerned. For example, aftor his return from Con-

gress in 1849 he was active in organizing public sentiment in support of

Kossuth and the revolutionary party in Hungary, and urging the diploTnatic

recognition of the revolutionary Hungarian goverrmont^

Lincoln's record as Congressman was so unpopular that he was

forced to retire from politics until he could live down his faili;re.
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But he did not abandon his goal: he aspired to election to the United

States Senate, He -was a \ilhig candidate for Senator in 1855, but by that

time the Whig party was dying. Lincoln joined the new Republican party,

recently organized in 1854- As that party's candidate for Senator and

for President all that was liberal in Lincoln was brought out, expressed,

and made effective.

It was his commitment to liberty which led Lincoln to liberalism.

He saw that there was only one issue upon which he could run for office:

slavery. He made it his issue, and over this issue he broke with the

Whigs, He had never held the usually accepted Whig attitude toward

slavery. He believed that the rights of property were fundamental, but

he had never accepted the idea that property in slaves was a right. With

a host of others he saw that slavery was morally wrong, and it was apparent

that it had ceased to exist where it was economioally unprofitable. He

therefore labored to prevent its spread to the newly acquired territories

and thus put it on its way to ultimate extinction. But slavery became a

political issue, and its fate would be determined by politics. Lincoln

dealt with slaveiy politically, and under him as President it was abolished,

Lincoln's liberalism in regard to liberty was fundamental.

Experience had taught him that only in an environment of political, social,

and economic freedom any person might, if his rights were secured, move

where he chose, work at what he chose, attain that status which his

abilities enabled him to win, ai^ accumulate and save property. It was

all-important that the essential rights be secured. At this point Lincoln

found the liberal Jeffersonian philosophy to be congenial.
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Here one may note the two principal American political documents:

the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution. The fonner is a

classic articulation of liberalism. The latter is conservative. It is

noteworthy that from the Ume he ran for the Senate in 1858 Lincoln appealed

time and time again to the Declaration, emphasizing the famous passage

on unalienable rights. This was the basis of his opposition to slavery.

But it was not the plight of slaves only which led Lincoln to

liberalism. He labored to secure the rights of all classes of people.

To illustrate, during his career there was a strong anti-foreign movement

in American life. It was particularly prevalent among the Whigs. But

Lincoln never accepted it, and when nativism became an issue he disavowed

every kind of discrimination against foreigners. Many Whig politicians

joined "American" or " I&iow-nothing" lodges, as the nativist organizations

were called, Lincoln refused to do so. Repeatedly he opposed nativism,

demanding for the foreign-born the same rights and opportunities possessed

by the native-born. In his final debate with Douglas he insisted that

immigrants should have rights and freedom so that

Hans and Baptiste and Patrick, and all other men from

all the world, may find new homes and better their condition in

life.

Indeed Lincoln's emphasis upon rights had the broadest possible

base. It is noteworthy that as early as I836 he considered that women

should be permitted to vote.

He a].so reflected upon the role of the laborer. Speaking in

Wisconsin in 1859 he presented a point which he restated in superior form
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later. He said that labor ia the soiirce from which human wants are

mainly supplied* But some suppose that labor is available only as an

adjunct of capital, so that nobody labors unless somebody hires him to

work. Some think that labor may be owned Instead of hired; these believe

that a hired laborer is in a fixed condition, a condition as bad as that

of a slave.

This, Lincoln remarked, was the "mud-sill" theory of labor.

He repudiated that theory. He pointed out that a few men own capital and

hire labor to avoid laboring themselves, but the majority are neither

hirers nor hired; they are men who work for themselves, Ifeny of these

become independent; some of them continue to work for themselves; some

hire others to work for them. This is free labor, which in a situation

of freedom enables that rise in status which Lincoln sought for everybody,

Lincoln envisaged a social mobility in a free country in which

fundamental rights are guaranteed to all.

It is unnecessary to relate the story of Lincoln's success,

culminating in election as President. Nor is it necessary to chronicle

his leadership in saving the Union, abolishing slavery, and getting the

Jeffersonian unalienable rights vrritten into the Constitution as the

Thirteenth Amendment* It is relevant to note that despite occasional

conservatism and arbitrary exercise of executive power, liberalism prevailed.

Sometimes the liberal purpose was explicit. In his 1861 Annual

l^ssage the \ra.r situation led to his superb statement of the relation of

capital and labor:
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Labor is prior to, and independent of, capital.

Capital is only the fruit of labor, and could never have

existed if labor had not first existed. Labor is the

superior of capital, and deserves much the higher consid-

eration. .. .The prudent, penniless beginner. ..labors for

wages, . .saves a surplus with which to h\xy tools or land, ,

,

then labors on his own account another v±iile, and at

length hires a new beginner to help him. This is the just,

and generous, and prosperous system, which opens the way to

all — gives hope to all.., and improvement of condition to

all. No men living are more worthy to be trusted than

those who toil up from poverty, .. .Let them beware of surren-

dering a political power which they already possess.

Lincoln correctly saw the Civil War as a people's contest, a

struggle to maintain government of the people, by the people, and for the

people, a conflict to maintain human rights. The liberal Lincoln found

the way to victory. "In giving freedom to the slave," he said, "we as-

sure freedom to the free.,.,We shall nobly save or meanly lose the last,

best hope of earth,"

Lincoln was not consistent in liberalism any more than he had

been a consistent conservative. He did upon occasion assume arbitrary

power. Bu'l as he never abandoned the view that this was a struggle to

maintain people's rights he spumed the concept of dictatorship. He saw

to it that elections were held. Democratic processes were preserved.

TYiUz the balance ultimately leaned to the liberal side of the

scale. He was no doctrinaire liberal, nor did he seek to secure all the
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rights of all the people. Yet in the outcome he became the symbol of

liberty.

The result was an increase of democracy, an enlargement of the

scope of human rights.

^ Lincoln was moderate, not radical, in his plans for post-war

reconstruction. In this, also, he stopped short of presenting an ideal

goal. Miat he did look toward was binding up the nation's wounds, and a

rededication, "with malice toward none and with charity for all, to cherish

a just and lasting peace among ourselves and with all nations,"

He did not live to accorrplish this high purpose, but his life was

one in which the interplay of consei*vatism and liberalism led to the secure

establishment, increase, and extension of liberty, justice, and right.

*****

October, 1958
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Abraham Lincoln was born in a slave state, Kentucky, and

while he could not in later years remember much concerning his boy-

hood there, he did state in an autobiographical sketch in i860 that

his father, a man of modest circumstances, had moved from Kentucky

across the Ohio River into the free state of Indiana "partly on ac-

count of slavery."

As a youth in Indiana and a young man in Illinois, Lincoln

had, however, not only read and heard about slavery, but had seen some-

thing of it. He had made two trips down the Mississippi River to New

Orleans by flatboat, and had thus had opportunity to observe it where,

public opinion maintained, it was at its worst,

VJhen, as a member of the Legislature of the State of Illinois,

Abraham Lincoln introduced a protest into that body that "slavery is
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founded on both injustice and bad policy" he was making his first known

public pronouncement on an age-old institution which had been brought from

the Old World to the English colonies in America over two hundred years

before.

Since that time slavery had become a part of the very fabric

of American society; it v;as accepted in half the states and was recognized

by the Constitution itself, and it was inextricably bound up idth the race

question inasmuch as the slaves were Negroes.

The immense complexity of the whole question was already becoming

apparent to the 28-year-old legislator when he entered his protest in

I837, for his protest included not only a condemnation of slavery but also

of abolitionist doctrines ~ abolitionist doctrines which ignored the

complexities and were oblivious to the results of such a drastic step.

Immediate emancipation tended, Lincoln maintained, to increase rather

than lessen the evils of the institution.

But, withal, the slavery question was not primary in Lincoln's

thoughts or actions until several years after this protest. As a lawyer,

Lincoln was occasionally involved in legal cases concerning slaves. As

a Congressman in the United States House of Representatives (18^7-184.9),

he had voted "at least forty times" in favor of the principle of the non-

extension of slavery into new territories; and on his visits to Kentucky

and in his travels elsewhere he had additional opportunity to see slavery

firsthand.

Although he did not actively oppose it, slavery bothered him

whenever he came in contact with it, and the depth of his real concern
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is revealed in a letter written to a close friend in his own native state

of Kentucky:

I confess I bate to see the poor creatures

hunted dovm, and caught, and carried back to their

stripes, and unrewarded toils; but I bite my lip

and keep quiet. In iBl^ you and I had together a

tedious low-water trip on a Steam Boat from Louis-

ville to St, Louis, You may remember, as I well do,

that,,,there vrore, on board, ten or a dozen slaves,

shackled together with irons. That sight was a

continual torment to me 5 and I see something like

it every tliie I touch the Ohio, or any other slave

border. It is,,.a thing which has, and continually

exercises, the power of making me miserable.

Actually, when this letter was written (August 24, 1855),

Lincoln was no longer biting his lip and keeping quiet. He had been

aroused and he had spoken. The thing that had aroused him and stirred

him to speak was the enactment by the Congress of the United States of

a law which turned out to be momentous for the country, for it aroused

hundreds of others as it did Abraham Lincoln, This wo.s the famous

Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854 T'hich opened to slavery a l?.rg3 portion of

the Louisiana Territory purchased from Napoleon in I8O3,

On the evening of October 16, 1854, Lincoln spoke against the

Kansas-Nebraska Act before a large audience in the town of Peoria, Illinois.
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The speech was a landmark in his whole career, and it revealed a new

Lincoln, He spoke with great earnestness, for the first time facing

directly and discussing more fully than he had ever done before, the

question of slavery. No speech of Lincoln before this had shown such

depth of thought, such vigor of expression, or seriousness of purpose.

From this time on until he became President of the United

States in 1861, Abraham Lincoln spoke many times on the subject of

slavery (in his famous contest with Stephen A, Douglas in 1858 for a

seat in the United States Serate he and Douglas spoke more than one

hundred times). His position, which he emphasized again and again,

was essentially this: Slavery was morally wrong and it was contrary

to our highest ideals as expressed in the Declaration of Independence.

But slavery, already here when the Country was formed, was of necessity

recognized in the Constitution. Slaveholders therefore had certain

Constitutional rights to their property in slaves, and the Congress

had no right to interfere with slavery in the States where it already

existed. But Congress had the right and the duty to prevent the spread

of slavery into new territorie s, and by not allowing it to spread but

by confining it within limits, we could look forward to its ultimate

extinction .

This was Lincoln *s main point of emphasis — the prevention

of the spread of an evil thing and its ultimate extinction.

But how was it to be extinguished? How was emancipation to be

achieved? Lincoln was not, in these years, clear in his own mind about

this. He thought that colonization in Liberia might be a solution

I
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theoretically, but unworkable practically; he thought that perhaps gradual

emancipation might be the best solution, and yet he saw no hope that slave-

holders would consider voluntarily giving up their slaves. "The problem

is too mighty for me, Ifey God, in his mercjy, superintend the solution."

So he wrote in 1855*

In all his thinking on the question, Lincoln was acutely aware

of the many problems that would arise if the Negroes were emancipated

suddenly and thrust into American society as free men, for he well knew

that many people in the North as well as in the South were not ready to

accept or practice racial equality. Lincoln himself, while he did not

believe in complete racial equality as it is understood today, insisted

that all men regardless of color should have equal opportunity. Equality

of opportunity was the right of all men, he said, and should be denied

to none. As he expressed it numerous times; "...in the right to put

into his mouth the bread that his o\m hands have earned, he £the Negro/

is the equal of every other man, white or black." And he pointed the

way by saying that "...in relation to the principle that all men are

created equal, let it be as nearly reached as we can."

When Civil War engulfed the United States less than two

months after Alxraham Lincoln became President, the fundamental issue at

stake was the preservation of the Union and the vindication of the prin-

ciple of democratic self-government. It was a people's contest; if the

Union was broken, this nation "conceived in Liberty, and dedicated to

the proposition that all men are created equal" would fail and democracy

everywhere would be the loser. The paramount issue Lincoln thus made

clear at Gettysburg on November 19, 1863, in words that have since become
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Immortal — this war was being fought that "government of the people,

"by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth."

But the Civil War was also concerned with the question of

slavery, for, after all, slavery was a fundamental cause of the dis-

sension which had brought on the war. As the sentiment for emancipation

increased in the North, President Lincoln gave it much thought, for he,

too, wished all men to be free. It was on his mind day and night, and

more so than any other problem, he said.

He hoped for a grrdual form of emancipation ~ he recommended

compensation by the Federal government for slaveholders in states that

would adopt sudi a plan, he appealed to the leaders of the loyal slave

states to act in this direction, and he urged an amendment to the

Constitution providing for it. He even considered the possibility of

colonization and took preliminary steps to have such a project investigated

and to interest prominent Negro leaders in it.

There was, however, little favorable response to these pro-

posals j instead there was tha continuing demand for direct and immediate

action. In the early summer of 1862, the President decided to act —
when the right time came. The right time came in September of that year,

after the Southern army had been forced back into Virginia following a

bloody battle at Antietam, in Maryland. On September 22, Lincoln issued

a preliminary Emancipation Proclamation, which was followed by a final

Proclamation on January 1, 1863.

This momentous step, affecting nearly four million Negroes

held in bondage, Lincoln took by virtue of his position as Conmander^in-
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Ghief of the Army and Navy. Only as a war measure, designed to weaken

the enemy and aid the cause of the Union, would such a step be warranted,

for the American Constitution gave the President no authority to act

otherwise

•

The Proclamation was in accord with his own sentiment, yet

Lincoln, with his scmipulous regard for the propriety of his actions as

President, wanted to make it clear that he had no right to make his

personal feelings the basis of official action. He said (on April 4>,

186/^):

I am natuirally anti-slavery. If slavery is not

wrong, nothing is wrong. I can not remember when I

did not so think, and feel. And yet I have never

understood that the Presidency conferred upon me an

unrestricted right to act officially upon this judg-

ment and feeling.

Although it did not free all slaves at once, for it applied

only in areas still in rebellion, the Emancipation Proclamation was a

high point of the Civil War. Lincoln considered it the central act of

his administration and the great event of the nineteenth century. It

became a landmark in human progress — it was the beginning of the end

of slavery in the United States, it changed the whole nature of the war

and made it, at least in large part, a crusade for hianan freedom and as

such gave hope and encouragement to those interested in freedom every-

where, and it made Abraham Lincoln the Great Etaancipator. As a result
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of the Proclamation thousands of Negroes had become free men when the

var was ended.

But the work of freedom was not completed by the Proclamation.

The next logical step was to write this freedom into the Constitution

where it would thus be recorded for all time. President Lincoln fdvored

so amending the Constitution as "a fitting, and necessary conclusion to

the final success of the Union caxisei" and in his Annual Massage to

Congress in December, ld6iV, he urged the passage of the necessary amend-

ment. When in January, 1865, the amendment did receive the necessary

votes in Congress, he considered it a great moral victory, but he urged

that the work be consummated by the approval of the required three-

fourths of the states.

Ratification of the amendment by the states began immediately,

with the President's own state, Illinois, in the lead, a fact to which

he alluded with some satisfaction.

December 18, 1865. The war had been over many months, but

this was a day of special rejoicing for all those who had worked and

fought for emancipation and freedom, for on that day the Thirteenth

Amendment was officially proclalnad a part of the Constitution —
"Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for

crime •.. shall exist within the United States. ••**

Abraham Lincoln was not present when this event took place,

for his life had been cut short by an assassin's bullet eight months

before. Had he been alive, he, too, would have rejoiced and been glad.

* * « *

October, 1958
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At the one hundred and fiftieth anniversary of Abraham Lincoln *s

birth, his reputation stands as high in the United States as that of any

American, Lincoln is enshrined in the memory of his fellow-countrymen as

one who saved the Union, freed the slaves, and typified the distinctive

qualities of the American character at its best. He has also long enjoyed

a great reputation outside his own country, and even before the United

States attained world importance, biographical accounts of him had appeared

in more than 30 languages,

Lincoln's world reputation has always had an element of the

paradoxical, for in his personal qualities he was more conspicuously

American and was less at home in a cosmopolitan or international milieu

than any other major American leader. By contrast, George Washington,

reared in the planter society of Colonial Virginia, was trained to the

code and pattern of the English gentry; Thomas Jefferson at an early
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age imbibed the international ideas of the Age of Reason; V/oodrow Wilson

vas reared by a British-born mother in a Presbyterian manse in Georgia which

vas probably more Scottish than Georgian in its influences; and Franklin

Delano Roosevelt was bom to a patrician family which visited Europe every

year and employed French and German governesses for young Franklin. Lincoln

was the only one of these men who never went outside the present Ifoited

States. Compared with the others, he seems as American as the log cabin

in Kentucky where he was born. His lanky, gangling, railsplitter * s frame,

the frontier accent and idiom of his speech, and his prairie mannerisms all

marked him as a product of the American West.

Yet it is part of the complexity of his character that if he was

the most purely American of major American figures, he was also the least

narrowly American. There was a universal quality about him which tran-

scended national identity and led his biographer, Lord Chamwood, to say,

"He was a citizen of that far country where there is neither aristocrat

nor democrat."

The anomaly is all the more striking because, in terms of world

significance, Lincoln was not directly concerned xrith any matters of

international character, as was Jefferson with the Enlightenment's doc-

trine of the rights of man, or Wilson with the League of Nations, or

Franklin Roosevelt with the United Nations. In fact, he is, in one pri-

in£iry sense, a symbol of American nationalism, for it iTas he who saved the

Union of States from dissolution in the American Civil War and he who

affirmed that the war was fought to test whether "that nation or any

nation. • .conceived in liberty and dedicated to the proposition that all
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men are created equal...can long endure." In an era of national consolida-

tion, when Cavour was making a nation of the Italian states and Bismarck

was making a nation of the German states, Lincoln was at the same time

making a nation of the American states. A literal-minded historian could

easily write Lincoln down sinrply as a nationalist, and his role as the

Emancipator of the slaves could be interpreted as a mere means to the end

of preserving the American Union.

In terms of his own activities and of what was important to him,

the question of the Union I'/as uppermost from the moment when he "became

President on March 4, I861. The country was then in the midst of a crisis

caused by the fact that seven Southern states (later joined by four others)

had adopted acts seceding, as they claimed, from the Union and forming a

Southern Confederacy, When Lincoln tried to uphold the national authority

by maintaining a garrison at Fort Sumter in the harbor at Charleston,

South Carolina, this force was attacked and war followed. Though Lincoln

was the least warlike of men, he accepted the necessity of war for the

sake of the Union, and for four years he persevered in a grim and consuming

conflict. During this time, he, more than anyone else, subordinated him-

self in seeking the aid of all factions which would support the Union.

He, most of all, was firm in the face of military disasters which caused

others to despair of the Union. Toward the end, he led the way in advo-

cating a generous peace^ "with malice toward none," because he knew that

ultimately the restoration of the Union depended upon winning back the

loyalty of the Confederates after they were defeated, and that conciliating

them was as important as defeating them. When he was assassinated at
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Ford's Theatre on April lU, I865, the tragedy came at a moment of climax,

for the principal Confederate army under General Robert E. Lee had surren-

dered only five days earlier, and Lincoln, knowing that the Union had been

saved, died almost in the moment of attaining the great object of his career

•

In a world that has grown to dread the disruptive force of modern

nationalism, however, it could no longer be taken as a proof of Lincoln's

greatness that he made one strong nation grow where there might have been

two weaker ones. It would also not be sound to base a claim to world-

recognition for Lincoln simply on the fact that he laid the foundations of

the present political power of the "American colossus." Nationalism is

not enough, and if Lincoln *s only credential of greatness were his role

as the "Savior of the Union," his world-reput?,tion would necessarily fall,

even though the world-influence of the Union which he saved has risen,

Lincoln, himself, however, would have been the first to repudiate

the idea that the destiny of the American Union was all that mattered to

him. Saving the Union was, to be sure, his jiistification for one of the

most deadly wars ever fought up to that time, and the preservation of this

Union was, to his mind, essential. "My paramount object in this struggle,"

he said, "is to save the Union." But though the Union was an indispiensable

means, it was only a means, and not an end in itself. For the Union was

not only the instrument of American nationhood; it was also the instrument

of human democracy -- the instrument of a democracy which did not seem

entirely safe in the world 90 years ago, just as it seems far from safe

today. Lincoln always thought of the American nation not as a thing to
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be exalted or glorified for itself, but as a medium for broader human

values. It is, indeed, a striking fact that in his classic dedication

of the nation, his nddress at Gettysburg, he did not use the terms "itoited

States," "America," "Americanism," or even "Iftiion," He spoke, to be sure,

of the nation which "our fathers brought forth," but this one nation was

linked, in his thought, with "any other nation so conceived and so dedi-

cated," He affirmed that the sacrifices of those who had given their

lives could be justified if "this nation, under God, shall have a new

birth of freedom," but this goal was not for America alone but was impor-

tant because it would mean that "government of the people, by the people,

for the people shall not perish from the earth,"

With haunting regularity the thought recurred in Lincoln's words

that the nation was not to be cherished for its own sake, so much as for

the sake of the principles for which it stood, VJhen Lincoln eulogized

Senator Henry Clay, who had also served the cause of Union by helping to

arrange three major compromises between North and South, he attributed

to Clay the kind of patriotism which was very much his own. "Mr. Clay,"

he said, "loved his country partly because it was his own country and

mostly because it was a free country,,.. He desired the prosperity of

his countrymen.,,chiefly to show to the world that free men could be

prosperous," Of the Civil War, he said that it embraced "more than the

fate of these United States," and was of concern "to the whole family of

man." The Ifcdon seemed essential to Lincoln not because of the maintenance

of authority at Washington, but because of the "necessity that is upon us

of proving that popular government is not an absurdity."

'
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Perhaps no one has understood the universality of Lincoln's

significance "better than the late Professor James G, Randall who packed

a world of meaning into the bare statement that Lincoln fused the cause

of Union with the cause of freedom. Although Lincoln appears in history

as an American figure fighting an American war for an American political

objective, he was_, in fact, more prone to think in terms of his fellow

mortals than of his fellow citizens.

A realistic appraisal of Lincoln's significance a century and

a half after his birth ought properly to begin with a straightforward

recognition that he was identified with ideas which no longer pass un-

challenged in the modern world. He believed in nationhood, he believed

in democracy, and he believed further in something which excites especial

skepticism today, namely that the American nation was dedicated to a

mission of preserving democracy for the world. Yet once these facts are

recognized, it should also be recognized that he conceived of each of

these commonplace ideas in a way that rendered it no longer commonplace

but cast it into a new perspective. The nation was important, not for

its own sake, but as a device for nurturing values in which "the whole

family of man" might share.

Democracy was not an infallible, fool-proof device by which the

will of the people registered the vn.ll of God; in fact, Lincoln knew from

bitter experience the limitations of democracy, and owed most of his success

to liis superlative sense of how to work iirithin these limitations without

being constricted by them. His conviction was not a naive belief in a
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political panacea, but a tempered, chastened faith that, fallible though

it be, rule \n.th the consent of the people is better than rule without

their consent, "As I would not be a slave," said Lincoln, "so I would

not be a master." If his political creed can have any meaning today,

it is not because he worshiped democracy with blind devotion but because

he perceived all the imperfections of democracy and still believed in it.

In an age when many opponents of popular government throughout

the Western world pointed to the apparent dissolution of the American

union as a proof that freedom could not be reconciled with strength, and

that democracy could not survive under stress, Lincoln felt a deep convic-

tion that the United States must vindicate her faith, and thus bear witness

to the world. This was not a mission of "Manifest Destiny" to extend the

area of the republic or to impose American institutions on other countries.

It was not a mission to proselytize for the "American Way of Life." It

was not even an assurance that the United States had perfected democracj'-

as a product suitable for export. Rather, it was a belief that humanity

had much at stake in America and that the supreme obligation of Americans

in the world was to find the means of protecting that stake. The ultimate

question as he saw it was not whether the world would follow an example

set by the United States, but whether the United States could rise to the

challenge of setting an example of value to the world. Of all the great

apostles of democracy, he was most concerned with exemplifying it, and

least concerned with propagating it.

It is distinctive of Lincoln's personality that while he was

very locally an American — a railsplitter, a frontiersman, and a prairie
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lawyer -- his American qualities accentuated rather than diminished his

essential huiaanity. Instead of separating him from people of other

countries, his national traits made him seem more universal than a more

cosmopolitan figure could have "been, for they gave concrete and specific

content to his universal qualities. Thus, his Americanism made his

humanity less abstract and more tangible.

The same paradox holds for Lincoln's public role as the preserver

of the American Union, V/hat he soioght for his own country brought into

focus his aspirations for the "whole family of man," and it was this broad

aspiration which defined his Americanism rather than his Americanism which

defined the aspiration. This kind of Americanism made him more universal

than a more international figure could have been, for it, too, gave

concrete and specific content to his "universal aspirations. If the

figure of Lincoln, which seemed so towering in the 19th century, continues

to loom large in the 20th, after so much of his world has been swept away,

it "iTill be because of his unique capacity to ennoble what was local by

infusing it with values which were universal, and to humanize what was

universal by enriching it with the local flavor and tang of his native

land.

•5f * -x- * *

October, I958
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Vftien President-Elect Abraham Lincoln reached Washington in February

1861, cultivated Easterners were shocked by his appearance. Everything about him

bespoke the Western provincial. He had an ambling Western style of walking and

used awkward, untrained gestures. His clothing was ill-fitting, and he committed

the social faxix pas of wearing black kid gloves to the opera. He spoke with a

coarse Western accentj and he told homely anecdotes from his apparently inex-

haustible store of Western folk tales.

Hhen first introduced to Lincoln, Charles Sumner, the elegant.

Harvard-trained Senator ftom Massachusetts, was "greatly amazed and puzzled hy

what he gaw and heard." Though he "noticed, now and then, flashes of thought and

bursts of illuminating expression" in Lincoln's conversation, he found the

President-Elect woefully lacking in dignity, social poise, and breadth of culture,

and he "could not get rid of his misgivings as to how this seemingly untutored



avC.< .f*-m ^



LINCOLN AS POLITICIAN - 2 -

child of nature would master the tremendous task before him," Charles Francis

Adams, of the famous Massachusetts family, shared Sumner's doubts about this

"tall, illfavored man, with little grace of manner or polish of appearance,"

and concluded that both Lincoln and his wife were "evidently wanting in all the

arts to grace their position,"

Though Adams and Sumner may have been correct in their appraisal of

Lincoln's personal appearance, they quite obviously misjudged the new President

in other respects. Misled by his Western mannerisms, they failed to observe that

"this seemingly imtutored child of nature** was master of at least one of the

"arts" requisite for success as an American President—the fine art of politics.

Recognizing early in his career that "the man who is of neither party is not, and

cannot be, of any consequence" in American life, Lincoln brought to the White

House a realistic understanding that the most statesmanlike policies enunciated

by a President are of no consequence unless they are backed up by effective

political support. Even in the oppressive crisis of the Civil War, he under-

stood that the American President must be not merely titular head of state,

commander-in-chief of the armed forces, and chief administrative officer of the

goverrment, but also the head of his political party, an astute manager of the

political machinery'',

Lincoln's realism about the President's role as politician derived

from his long experience in Illinois public life. For mci3 than 26 years before

he became President, politics was his passion. For four successive terms he

served as IVhig member of the Illinois House of Representatives (1837-41), during
i

I
part of which he was his party's floor leader; for one term (18^7-4.9) he was a

member of the United States House of Representatives in Washington; during most
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of the other years before the i860 election he was campaigning either for himr-

self or for his party. His active participation in the rough-and-tumble game of

Western politics gave him an intimate acquaintance vdth what his partner delicately

called the "details of how we get along," and in very large measure his success in

i^ashii^on stemmed ftom the lessons he had learned during his Illinois apprentice-

ship.

In part these lessons were negative. Through painful experience he

became convinced that in politics personalities do not pay, ^^/itia a quick wit

and a lively style, Lincoln early fell into the habit of making fun of his

political opponents, and for a time he was apparently greatly pleased with the

applause these tactics won him.

But in 1842 he made a great mistake in satirizing the rather dandi-

fied Democratic state auditor of I115.nois, James Shields. Shields, Lincoln

joked, seemed to think he was irresistible to the ladies; his very features

appeared to speak audibly and distinctly: "Dear girls, it is distressing , but I

cannot marry you all. Too well I know how much you suffer; but do, do remember,

it is not my fault that I am so handsome and s^ interesting." The hot-tempered

Irish auditor promptly challenged Lincoln to a duel, and only at the last minute

was bloodshed averted.

The whole affair caused Lincoln the keenest embarrassment, and years

later the merest mention of it made him unhappy. Never again did he permit himr-

self to become involved in a personal altercation. Despite all the pressures

upon him in the White House, no political opponent was ever able to prick him

into personal recriminations. "No mian resolved to make the most of himself can

spare the time for personal contention," he had learned. "Better give your path
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to a dog, than be bitten by him in contesting for the right. Even killing the

dog would not cure the bite."

From a dozen political campaigns in Illinois Lincoln had also learned

the danger of being doctrinaire. Long before he became President he observed that

attachment to inflexible solutions and ideological labels could on3y lead to

political impotence. In 1844> for example, he energetically supported Henry

Clay for President, believing that the Kentuckian^ though himself a slaveholder,

would not permit the further expansion of slavery. Simon-pure abolitionists took

the opposing view—how could a real antislavery man vote for a slaveholder?—and

they wasted their votes on the doctrinally pure but politically hopeless third-

party candidate. Their vote helped elect James K. Polk and to bring on the

Mexican War.

To Lincoln the abolitionists' way of thinking seemed "wonderful."

To their contention that "We are not to do evil that good may come," he

countered with another, more apt Biblical injunction: "By the fruit the tree

is to be known."

As President, Lincoln had many occasions to remember his own advice.

At the end of the Civil War, facing the crucial problem of restoring the subju-

gated Southern states to the Union, he recognized the danger of becoming

"inflexibly committed to any single plan of reconstruction." He had his own

program for the speedy, secure re-establishment of the Union, but he knew that

doctrinaire insistence upon it might result only in the defeat of the very

objective he sought to promote,

Lincoln's Illinois experience also aarned him of the perils of a

(iirect appeal to the people. The American President is frequently tempted—and
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often urged—to take his case straight to the voter In an attempt to override

opposition to his policies in Congress. It was a tactic Lincoln never employed.

He had every faith in the democratic process; he believed that the American

experiment in self-government was "the last, best hope of earth"; he saw as the

central idea of the great struggle in which the nation was engaged the task "of

proving that popular government is not an absurdity," But with his truart in the

people, Lincoln also had come to understand that a hasty appeal for support might

find the electorate temporarily ill-informed or the political machinery through

which they must speak poorly organized.

Lincoln himself, it must be remembered, had never been a spectacular

vote-getter in Illinois. He was never chosen to major office by the people of

his state; state legislator and one-term member of Congress he was, but never

governor and never senator. His vigorous debates with Stephen A. Douglas in

1858 gained him a majority of the popular vote, but, because of the inequitable

arrangement of the electoral system, he did not win the election. In the

campaign of i860 only a minority of the American people voted for Lincoln,

Understandably, then, Lincoln was reluctant to risk the prestige

of the presidency upon an appeal to the people which, in those days before the

advent of mass media of communication, could only bring limited success and which,

if unvsuccessful, might permanently impair his executive leadership.

Not merely Lincoln's service in the Illinois legislature but his term

in the United States House of Representatives stood him in good stead as wartime

President. Experience taught him that, in the American form of government, there

is a certain inevitable amount of tension between the Congress and the President.

From observing the fierce animosity which grew up between President John Tyler
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and Henry Clay, who led the Whig (later Republican) party in the Senate, and the

deadlock which existed between President Zachary Taylor and his Congressional

party leaders during the 1850 crisis, Lincoln knew that such tension, if

exacerbated, could render his administration impotent. He resolved not to permit

incidents to arise between the executive and legislative branches of the govern-

ment and especially not to allow himself to become alienated from the Congrefl-*

sional spokesmen of his own party.

When Senator Sumner, for example, rose publicly to denounce the

Administration's plan for reconstructing Louisiana as a "mare seven months'

abortion, begotten by the bayonet, in criminal conjunction with the spirit of

caste, and born before its time, rickety, unformed, unfinished," Lincoln did

not take offense but adsely ignored this strong language. "I think I under-

stand Mr, Sumner," he said; "and I think he would be all the more resolute in

his persistence... if he supposed I were at all watching his course "

Remembering his own experience as a Congressman and exercising his

sense of humor, Lincoln was able to endure abuse from members of his own party

under which a newcomer to politics might well have flinched. When Republicans

openly announced that the President was "as stubborn as a mule," a man "at

heart with Slavery," "a Damed £ sic 7 old traitor," "as near lunacy as any one

not a pronounced Bedlamite," Lincoln could recall that he himself had once been

an exper-i: in vituperation. In I84S, for instance, he had denounced Democratic

President Polk as "a bewildered, confounded, and miserably perplexed man," who,

having deliberately precipitated the Mexican V/ar, must feel "the blood of this

war, like the blood of Abel. ...crying to Heaven against him." It takes a veteran
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politician to remember that politicians like to talk—and that most of their

talk is for buncombe.

Along with these negative lessons, Lincoln's career in Illinois

politics had taught him the importance, in a decentralized, democratic government

like ours, of special favors and patronage as the surest way of binding local

political bosses to the person and principles of the President, Frcm his years

in the Illinois legislature Lincoln recognized that local interests are often

as important to a representative as his party's public platforms.

Lincoln himself, during his first session in the legislature, had

spent most of his time sponsoring bills to authorize his friend Samuel Musick

to build a toll bridge across Salt Creek and to tisjoe three other friends "to

view, mark and permanently locate a road from Springfield to Miller's Ferry."

His repeated re-election to the leginD.atijre had been chiefly due to his success

in removing the state capital from southern Illinois to Springfield. As the

only VJhig Congressman ftom Illinois in 1849, lie learned the great importance

of having the new Whig President, Zachary Taylor, distribute the Federal patronage

to his active and loyal party supporters, and, having himself made an unsuccessful

attempt to become Commissioner of the General Land Office after failing to be re-

elected to Congress, he knew firsthand the immense value office seekers placed

upon the government favors they were seeking.

Consequently Lincoln brought to the White House an extraordinarily

frank and realistic use of the power and the positions at his disposal. The

importunities of office seekers naturally tired him, and he chafed occasionally

at the burden thrust upon him. Nevertheless he recognized the importance of

taking time, even at the height of the secession crisis, to decide between rival
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candidates for the Ohicago post office and to appoint the naval officer for the

port of Boston,

For the favors he distributed Lincoln demanded —and he received—the

support of the politicians. Virtually every major measure advocated by his

administration was enacted into law, and Lincoln himself became the first

President in a quarter of a century to achieve re-election. Since patronage

was the necessary grease for the party machinery upon which he depended,

Lincoln was pleased that it was used efficiently. As Chief Executive he proudly

claimod that his had "distributed to its party friends as nearly all the civil

patronage as ary administration ever did."

All these lessons from Lincoln's Illinois apprenticeship amounted

to a single rule: to be successful, an American President must be not merely

a statesman but also a politician. If it is something of a shock to picture

the Great Emancipator as the Great Politician, one must remember the observation

of that astute British historian, Mr, Denis W, Brogan, that "the United States

was made by politicians."

« « * * «

October. 1958
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When Abraham Lincoln vas elected President of the United States

in i860 people prophesied that he vould fail as a diplomat. He had had

less than a year*s schooling in his whole life and was commonly considered

a "backwoodsman. Now he must match his wits against highly-educated foreign

heads of state who were trained for international intrigue.

Yet the future of democracy depended on Lincoln's success, for

democracy had broken down in America — the only country of any size where

it was practiced. A group of Southern states had seceded from the Iftiion

rather than accept the result of an election which threatened slavery. This

flouting of majority rule made thoughtful liberals everywhere wonder if it

was possible to have a government of the people, by the people, and for

the people.

Lincoln said "Yes," but the great powers in Europe were against

him. Ruling classes abroad hoped that the American experiment would fail.
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Popular governnent—they called it mobocracy—threatened to destroy the vast

rural estates of the gentry. It would also doom the great commercial and

banking families so important to European society. Moreover, an Merica

divided into two or three nations would cease to be a formidable rival.

The two most powerful countries of Europe—England and Krance—had

still another reason for hoping that the Southern states vould become in-

dependent. Cotton was indispensable for their mills and they preferred to buy

it direct from the planters rather than through trade agreements with the

United States. Thus Lincoln's first diplomatic objective was to prevent

England and France from interfering in the American war.

Lincoln's first domestic objective was to hold the South in the Ifoion.

To do this he declared a blockade of all Southern ports. Any ship going to or

from these ports would be subject to capture and confiscation. Thus the South

would be starved into submission. This solution caused new difficulties, how-

ever, A blockade, according to international law, could be imposed by any

nation against an enemy country. But Lincoln dared not call the South "an

enoiiy country," To do so would acknowledge its right to secede. Moreover,

as an independent country it could purchase its own warships abroad, perhaps

destroy American shipping, and break the blockade.

Another and even more dangerous dilemma resulted from the blockade.

It deprived Europe of cotton and caused widespread unemployment there. Instead

of holding the South in the Union it might force European intervention. To

prevent this, Lincoln decided on his second diplomatic objective. He would

appeal directly to mass-opinion in Europe, He must convince the enlightened

world that the Civil War was more than a domestic squabble. He must prove
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that it was a test of constitutional government and majority rule. To do this

he decided to send a corps of writers and speakers abroad, each to work in-

dependently of the American foreign ministers.

As representative of the press Lincoln sent that master of diplomatic

suavity, Thurlow Weed, editor of the powerful "Albany Journal." Meanwhile in

London, Henry Adams, son of the American minister, grandson of President John

Quincy Adams, and great grandson of President John Adams, wrote constantly for

both English and French newspapers. To carry the message of democracy to

churchgoers LincoH.n sent Episcopalian Archbishop John J. Hughes to England and

Rorran Catholic Bishop Charles P. Mcllwaine to France. These prelates under-

stood human rights and human welfare. Moreover, their words would carry weight,

Lincoln also dispatched to Europe America's popular Congregational preacher,

Henry Ward Beecher. His sister, Harriet Beecher Stowe, was author of "Uncle

Tom's Cabin," which had deeply stirred antislavery interest abroad. Appealing

to humble folk, Lincoln sent New England's "learned blacksmith," Elihu Burritt,

\iho had devoted his life to a campaign for penny postage and cheap newspapers

for the purpose of educating poor people. Lincoln also delegated escaped

slaves — including the ex-coachman of Jefferson Davis, President of the

Southern Confederacy — to address English audiences. Let these Negroes dem-

onstrate their intellectual capacity and the injustice of slavery.

Then, lest his representatives might give the impression that democ-

racy leveled society to a universal mediocrity, Lincoln asked August Belmont,

the New York agent of the great European banking house of Rothschild, to go

to Europe. Here was a man of millions viho rose to his financial eminence

in the free society of a republic. To demonstrate further the opportunity of
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every man in ftee America, Lincoln sent William H. Aspinwall, merchant-prince

who bought shipping lines and built railroads as casually as other men bought

new hats. Aspinwall had started life as an apprentice in a shipping firm, so

"mobocracy" held no fears for him, Lincoln also dispatched that other trans-

port magnate, Jo.bn M, Forbes, a self-made man of great wealth, Ralph Waldo

Emerson said of Forbes: "Wherever he moved he was the benefactor. It is of

course that he should ride well, shoot well, sail well, keep house well,

administer affairs well; but he was the best talker in any compai^r," Let

Europeans note, Lincoln thought, that the athletic pastimes enjoyed more

exclusively by squire and baron in Europe were available to all in democratic

America,

The most spectacular of Lincoln's good-will ambassadors was Robert J,

Walker, ex-Secretary of the Treasury under President Polk, and ex-Senator from

Tennessee, When the South seceded Walker allied himself with the North. He

had never belonged to Lincoln's political party—better the reason to select

him and thus demonstrate American political tolerance. Robert J, Walker knew

international finances as well as August Belmont, and he also knew the South,

When the Confederacy offered to small English investors a cotton loan, which, in

case the South won the war, would pay all holders like a winning lottery ticket.

Walker chartered a balloon, inflated it on the Surrey side of the Thames and

floated over London, dropping hundreds of leaflets exposing the Confederate

scheme and extolling Northern democrasy,

AIT these speakers and writers were careful never to criticize the

government of the people they addressed. Thus Henry Ward Beecher told a

Manchester audience that the seed corn of America's liberalism hnd come from
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Britain, "and if, on a larger sphere, and under circumstances of unobstruction,

we have reared mightier sheaves, every sheaf contains the grain that has made

old England rich for a hundred years." Even the Czar of Russia was complimented

for recently emancipating his serfs,

Thi-is every American speaker's job was to convince Europeans that a

victory for the North was a victory for themselves—for democracy in which every

man had equal rights and equal opportunities. Lincoln had begun life as a

laborer and he believed in a fluid society where every man might hope to rise

just as he had.

For almost two years the war dragged on indecisively. Millworkers in

France and England reached the verge of starvation. To save them the rulers

must have cotton. In desperati.on, they wou3.d have to intervene in the Ameridsa

war.

Then Lincoln played his last diplomatic card. He had no authority,

as elected President, to emancipate the slaves, but he could do so as commander-

ii>-chief of the army. In September, 1862, he took this step, and the effect

overseas was electric. In Great Britain liberals, intellectuals, and even the

undernoxarished workingmen held mass meetings to approve his act. Lincoln's

public speakers had sown their ideas concerning American democracy in fertile

soil. Poor people in mill towns had become convinced that they were part of

Lincoln* s crusade for human freedom. They publicly reso.lved, with bold and

unselfish sesolutions, that it was an honor to suffer for human fresdom,

Manchester workmen, as hard hit as any by unemployment, forwarded to Lincoln

a hearty letter of congratulation.
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The President replied at once with a long and carefully-worded

message: "I know and deeply deplore the sufferings which the workingmen at

Manchester and all Europe, are called to endure in this crisis," he declared.

Then, outlining the importance of the American war to the history of democratic

govermnent, he concluded: "I cannot but regard your decisive utterances upon

the question as an instance of sublime Chj^istian heroism which has not been

surpassed in any age or in any country,"

Lincoln's letter to the Manchester workingmen immediately became a

diplomatic masterpiece. It was printed in English newspapers and distributed

in pamphlet form. English school children memorized its best passages.

Common people who identified themselves with Lincoln and the principles for

which he stood i^rould never march af:atnst America in battle.

In France the effect of Lincoln's Emancipation Proclamation is harder

to measure. People in regimented countries dared not express their opinions

freely. But John Stuart Mill wrote from Avignon that Lincoln's Proclamation

won "all liberal-minded Itenchmen," The Paris branch of the Evangelical

Alliance courageously supported Lincoln. France's powerful Socialist minority

did like'Cfie, Guizot, Victor Hugo, even Prince Napoleon wrote pro-American

articles for French newspapers,

I
With this bulwark of popular approval Lincoln spoke not alone to

Americans., but to mankind around the world when he said at Gettysburg: "Our

fathc".'? brought forth on this continent a new nation, conceived in liberty, and

dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal. Now we are

engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation, or any nation so

conceived and so dedicated, can long endure,"
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The wording of this address is important. Lincoln was too

realistic a statesman to believe that democracy would necessarily cure

all human frailties. Nor did he say that all men were created equal.

But he did point out that a government dedicated to the proposition that

all men are equal seemed the fairest and most enlightened premise for

ruling mankind. This was the basis of democracy and he was determined

that it must not fail.

Now, almost a hundred years later, the question may be asked,

"Did Lincoln's statesmanship succeed?" Certainly the democracy he

championed survived, and after the North's victory every country in

Europe followed, to some extent^ America's example. Aristocrats in

England admitted at once that they must change their government and

extend the franchise, for the first time in their history, to a majority

of all male citizens. The French Emperor refused to budge and his empire

was superseded within six years by the Third Republic.

Perhaps the success of Lincoln'^ statesmanship can be measured

best by the reaction to news of his death. In England distraught people

flocked by hundreds to mass meetings. They held religious services to

mourn the world's loss. A London "Times" editor stated, "Nothing like

it has been witnessed in our generation." The British House of Lords

noted the "absence of precedent for such a manifestation." One commentator

said, "Abraham Lincoln had come to be the synonym of hope, not only in

every slave cabin in the South, where he is canonized already, but in

many a shepherd's lodge in Switzerland — in many a woodsman's cabin in
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the Black Forest -- in many a miner's hut in the Hartz Moiintains — in

many a cottage in Italy, for the poor had learned to look upon him as

the anointed of God for the redemption of the liberties of mankind,"

In Paris a squad of policemen held back excited mourners intent

on expressing sympathy at the American Legation. "I had no idea," the

Secretary reported, "that Lincoln had such a hold upon the hearts of the

young gentlemen of France." The French Academy offered a prize for the

best poem on the death of Lincoln. Lodges of the Masonic Order, an

organization beyond control of the Emperor's censorship, sent scores of

sympathetic resolutions. In Lyons 25,000 vorlonen subscribed sums as low-

as ten centimes — large amounts were not acceptable — and employed

skilled artisans to \7-eave a United States flag to be presented to

Mrs. Lincoln.

In Germany liberalism had been suppressed in l8i|^8. Many of

the revolutionists fled to America. Lincoln, while campaigning for the

presidency, purchased a newspaper which used German type and with this

he explained to the newcomers his own liberal philosophy. After his

election, prominent German immigrants were appointed to positions of

importance in the Army and diplomatic corps. Notable among these were

Carl Schurz and Franz Sigel. The editor of Lincoln's Gennan newspaper,

Theodore Canisius, was sent as consul to Vienna. When the war ended and

its resulting democratic trend swept eastward across Europe, Bismarck

\inited the Gennan liberals who had remained in the Vaterland with his

militarists. This combination carried Germany into a new period of

advancement which included municipal democracy and freedom of the press.
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The liberal wave rolled on around the vorld^ with Lincoln's

name always near the crest. Lincoln biographies, usually available in

cheap paper format for poor people, accompanied the overturn of tyranny

in Russia, Turkey, and even in far-off Japan, There the new Japanese

constitution — although only quasi -democratic — gave Japan a parlia-

mentary government in I890, and it is significant that the first biography

of Lincoln in Japanese characters appeared that same year.

In China, Sun Yat-sen proudly admitted his debt to Lincoln

during the long years he planned and worked for the establishment of a

Chinese republic. He was deeply impressed by Lincoln's immortal belief

in a government of the people, by the people, for the people, and accepted

this concept as the basis of his own cherished dream. "The Three Principles

of the People," he said as he formulated his constitution, "correspond with

the principles stated by Lincoln, I translated them into min yu (the

people to have), min chih (the people to govern) and min hsiang (the

people to enjoy."

Liberals in many other countries published books about Lincoln

as part of their struggle for human freedom. Writers in 30 languages

told downtrodden people about the political ideals of the woodchopper who

became president, the common man who saved democracy without veiling the

Statue of Liberty,

* * * -K- *

October, I958
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US I A- 1 PS

Born in a log cabin v;ith a dirt floor in the wilderness of

Kentucky, reared to manhood in the backwoods of Indiana, Abraham Lincoln's

formal schooling totaled less than one year. Yet, he eagerly and thoroughly

read the few good books which came his way, including Weems* Life of

Washington, Robinson Crusoe, Pilgrim's Progress, Aesop's Fables, Grimshaw's

History of the United States, the Kentucky Preceptor, and the Sto James

version of the Holy Bible,

He >ra.s old enough to cast his first vote when he arrived at New

Salem, a tiny, frontier village perched high upon the rugged bluffs of the

Sangamon river in Illinois » There, he clerked in a store, served in the

Black Hawk VJar, worked as a farm laborer and assistant surveyor and operated

a small mercantile establishment that quickly failed » Soberly he pondered

his future— thought about learning the blacksmith trade, but saw no future

in it— considered being a lawyer, but his lack of education made success in

,
this field unlikelv.
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k However, Lincoln still had the law in the back of his mind, when,

as some say, he found in a barrel of old rubbish a battered copy of

Blackstone's "Commentaries" and, thereafter, he carried this bulky volume

;^dth hijii wherever he went.

It was about this time that Lincoln came in contact with John T.

Stuart, an able lawyer of Springfield, who offered to lend him books and

he now began the study of law with unfaltering energy and purpose » Usually

he was able to catch a ride to Stiiart's office in Springfield, but, failing

in this, he ivalked the entire 20 miles and back, reading earnestly as he

trudged along the dusty roadc

In the spring of 1837, at the age of 28, Abraham Lincoln obtained

a license to practice lawo Packing his meagre belongings in an old pair

of saddlebags, he borrowed a horse and jogged up to Springfield— a toiim

to be forever associated with his nameo Stopping at a large general store,

the tall stranger went in and inquired the price of a mattress, blankets,

sheets and a pillow for a single bedo The proprietor, Josua F. Speed,

made a quick calculation which totaled $17.00,

"It is, no doubt, cheap enough," said his customer sadly, "but

cheap as it is, I am unable to pay ito If you can credit me until Christmas,

I will pay you then, if I am able, but if I fail as a lawyer, I do not know

that I can ever pay you."

Seeing the young stranger so much pained at contracting so small

a debt, Speed invited him to share, without cost, his double bed upstairs

and thus began an abiding friendship.

I
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After a period of four years as a junior partner of John T. Stuart,

and three and one-half years with Stephen T. Logan, Lincoln, in 1844, formed

his own finn with William H. Herndon, a young man who had studied law in

the office of Logan & Lincoln, a partnership which would last until dis-

solved many years later by the bullet of an assassin.

More than half of the .senior partner's time was spent "riding

the circuit," where he quickly rose to leadership at the bar, while Herndon

kept the Springfield office open and took care of local business « The 8th

Judicial Circuit of Illinois was comprised of 14 sparsely settled counties

and in ^^anter the mud was deep, the rivers and creeks swollen and treach-

erous. But it was a merry and care-free company that forded these streams

and galloped across the wide, rolling prairie in fair weather and foul.

Some of the lawyers visited only a few of the most accessible county seats

in the district, while others made nearly all of them, Abraham Lincoln

rode the entire circuit,,

Always scrupulously clean and closely shaven, but clad in a

wrinkled home-spun suit, his tall, "stove-pipe" hat sometimes looking as

if a calf had gone over it with its wet tongue— carrying an old saddle-

bag filled with books, papers and a change of linen, and a huge, faded,

green cotton umbrella, Lincoln was the plainest personality and the best

liked "circuit rider" in all the 14 counties.

Sitting at the trial table, Lincoln was not an imposing figure.

Slouched in a chair, his long legs crossed, hands sometimes crammed in

trouser pockets, he seemed no taller than the average man. His coarse.
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thick, rebellious hair fell carelessly over the massive, deep-lined,

forehead. His rugged, weather-beaten face with its angular jaws and

[firm upturned chin looked careworn and haggard. His gray eyes, which

Lay in deep caverns beneath heavy, overhanging brows, were duQJ., dreamy,

[brooding.

However, when he rose and began to speak, the jury and courtroom

[audience were startled at the phenomenal change in his appearance. His

[height of 6 feet 4 inches was majestic; his voice, ordinarily rather high

jitched, became resonant and well modulated; the dark eyes now flashed and

[twinkled; the droll, captivating smile which expanded his furrowed cheeks,

[revealed a mouth full of white regular teeth and wreathed his whole counte-

Inance in animation.

Sparing in the use of gestures, Lincoln stood squarely on his

[feet, his hands clasped behind his back, or one hand clutching a lapel

lof his coat and the other hanging easily at his side. His gaunt,

[loosely-knit frame had great vertical elasticity and, when deeply moved,

[he would stretch himself beyond his already impressive height, throw his

Long, sinewy arms high above his head— pause for an instant in this

[attitude— and then sweep his huge fists through the air with a crashing

emphasis no one ever forgot.

Lincoln was probably at his best in the cross examination of

witnesses. He knew his facts and the rules of evidence. He moved

cautiously. He never asked unnecessary questions. He was direct and

courteous. Without seeming effort, he sought to establish, whenever

possible, an easy, relaxed— even friendly— relationship with the
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witness. In almost every instance, he saw the logical conclusion of an

answer long before it dawned upon the person making it and was thus able

to lead him without appearing to do so. His professional associates mar-

veled at the way men, openly hostile to Lincoln, gradually melted under

his magnetism. One who tried many cases against him said: "Mr, Lincoln

instinctively saw the kernel of every case at the outset, never lost

sight of it and never let it escape the jury."

Hox>:ever, his remarkable success as a trial lawyer has tended to

obscure the fact that, as the records show, his power of analysis, irre-

sistible logic and strong grasp of important and intricate subjects won

a large majority of his cases before the Supreme Court of Illinois, and

two of the three cases he had in the Supreme Court of the United States.

Lincoln enjoyed the confidence of the high and low, rich and

poor. The fact that he represented many of the largest and wealthiest

corporations in the State, including the Illinois Central and the Rock

Island Railroads, the Bank of Illinois, and the North American Insurance

Company, did not lessen his popularity in any degree with the masses of

the people,

"No lawyer was more unassuming," said another lavjyer who also

rode the circuit. He arrogated to himself no superiority over any one,

not even the most obscure member of the profession. He x^ra.s remarkably

gentle with young lawyers. The result was, as time went on, he became

the much beloved senior member of the Bar,

"Resolve to be honest in all events," ^jas Lincoln's advice to

law students. "If, in your judgment you can not be an honest lawyer,

resolve to be honest without being a lawyer. Discourage litigation.
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Persuade your neighbors to compromise whenever you can. Point out to them

how the nominal winner is often a real loser— in fees, expenses and waste

of time. As a peace maker, the lawyer has a superior opportunity of being

a good man."

Lincoln had an unfailing good humor and never indulged in

personalities, then quite common in trials of that day, unless in self-

defense. However, he was known to possess a withering sarcasm which,

though rarely employed, never failed to drive an adversary to cover.

During the selection of a jury on a certain case, a lawyer objected to a

juror because of his acquaintance with Lincoln, who represented the other

side. Such an objection was then considered a personal reflection and

Judge David Davis promptly overruled it. When Lincoln's turn came

to examine the jury, he also began to inquire whether any of them

knew opposing counsel. '-Now, Mr. Lincoln," the Court said severely, "You

know my ruling on that. The mere fact that a ju2?or knows your opponent

does not disqualify him." "No, Your Honor," responded Lincoln dryly,

"but I'm afraid some of these gentlemen may NOT know him, which would

place me at a disadvantage."

The close of Lincoln's legal career found him at the very top

of the Illinois Bar, By industry and his ovm peculiar genius, he had

slowly, steadily forged to the front of a most unusual body of men whose

names and achievements are written large upon the pages of the Nation's

history. This little circuit-riding group produced five Congressmen,

three Governors, four United States Senators, two Major Generals, one

Cabinet Member, one Justice of the Supreme Court and one Chief Executive

of the Republic,
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February 10, 1861, was Abraham Lincoln's last day in Springfield.

He had been elected President of the United States. The Southern States

were seceding. Civil War was iraninent. Strangely enough, a seemingly

whimsical destiny had placed in the big, untried hands of a country lawyer

the distracting problems of a disintegrating union. It was late afternoon

vlhen he came into the small second-floor office on the west side of the

Springfield public square, where the faithful junior partner waited. Going

over to the opposite side of the room, he threw him.self dovjn on the rickety

lounge. For a few minutes he lay ^>ath his face to the ceiling, mthout

speaking. These four x>jalls held recollections of poverty, disappointment,

bitter struggle and ultimate success, never to be erased from his memory.

Then, suddenly, Lincoln began to talk of the early days of his practice,

recalling the humorous features of various law suits on the circuit and his

reminiscences ran on happily until dusk crept through the dingy little

vdndows, reminding him that it was time to go home.

As he gathered a bundle of books and papers under his arm, he

spoke ivjistfully of the old sign "Lincoln & Herndon" that swung on rusty

hinges over the doorway at the foot of the steps. "Let it hang there

undisturbed," he said softly, "give our clients to understand that the

election of a President makes no change in the firm of Lincoln & Herndon.

If I live, I'm coming back sometime and then we'll go right on practicing

law as if nothing had happened."

He lingered for a moment as if to take a last look at the old

quarters, then walked reluctantly through the door into the hallway and

down the narrow stairs.

*****

October, 1958
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The clouds of war hung menacingly when Abraham Lincoln was

elected to the presidency in November i860. His party, the Republican,

had announced that it was irrevocably opposed to the further extension

of slavery into the unoccupied territories of the West, although it was

willing to tolerate it in those states where it already existed.

^feny southerners were concerned over the threat against ex-

pansion and were not reassured by the promise against interference.

They felt that the economic survival of the South depended upon the

expansion of cotton culture to the fertile western lands, and this was

iihpossible without slave labor. Other southern leaders were unimpressed

by the pledge of non-interference, since they regarded the Republicans

as abolitionists who would soon attempt to free all the slaves. The

Republican victory to such southerners was a judgment against the South,
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which, if permitted to go unchallenged, would soon mean the destruction

of the economic and social system upon which their section was based.

South Carolina seceded ImnBdiately after the election and

called upon her sister southern states to join her. Under the constitu-

tional system of the day, Lincoln did not take office until March Uf

1861, and by that date six other states had left the Union. During these

months every effort was made to find an acceptable compromise, but vrith-

out success.

Lincoln sought to reassure the South that he would honor his

party *s pledge. He even was willing to accept a constitutional amendment

guaranteeing slavery where it already existed, but he was unwilling to

make any concession toward permitting further extension, "The man does

not live who is more devoted to peace than I am, none who would do more

to preserve it," he told the New Jersey legislature during these critical

months, "but it may be necessary to put the foot down firmly," Peace

was dear to Lincoln, but it was not to be bought at the expense of

surrendering basic principles,

Lincoln was an unknown quantity in March 1861, His career had

attracted only a small national audience, and he knew that had the Demo-

crats not split their votes between two candidates, he would not have

been elected at all. He had carved only one term in the House of Repre-

sentatives, and in 1858 had tried unsuccessfully to get elected to the

Senate from Illinois, However, those vdio had worked with him in state

politics and before the courts where he practiced as an attorney recognized
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him as a man of remarkable ability. The country soon learned that

despite his humble origins and lack of extensive education Lincoln was

\rell endowed with natural qualities of leadership that were to make him

one of the greatest of presidents.

Lincoln realized that his political obscurity made him a dif-

ficult factor to assess in 1861, It was for this reason that he continued

to reassure the South that he meant no harm. He devoted large portions

of his inaugural message to pledges against precipitate action that would

jeopardize peace. He intended only to perform his constitutional duties

to defend the Union, "There need be no bloodshed or violence," he told

the South, "and there shall be none unless it be forced upon the national

authority.... there will be no invasion, no using of force against the

people anywhere."

Despite his sincere efforts in behalf of peace, Lincoln was

unable to prevent the outbreak of hostilities. He found himself in the

position of having to mobilize the North to fight, but this prior task

did not divert him from thinking also about peace. He knew that a

lasting peace was not just going to happen; it had to be won and planned

for no less than war. Such planning involved not only the formulation of

definite attainable objectives but considered also the effect of these

plans on both the North and the South, Lincoln felt that a well-conceived

peace policy might shorten the war by weakening the South *s will to

resist. For such a policy the keynote was leniency,

Lincoln was not a visionary, but he grounded his peace policies

on practical objectives. He had taken an oath as president to uphold and
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defend the Union, and Lincoln made this the first plank in his peace

platform. He never lost sight of his main objective to restore the

Union. In l862 he told the New York editor, Horace Greeley, that what-

ever he did as president was done for that sole purpose,

Greeley and thousands of other northerners wished to transform

the war to save the Union into one to liberate the slaves, an alteration

of objectives that Lincoln at first opposed, although he personally hated

slavery. Eventually in l862 he altered his position and issued an

Emancipation Proclamation.

By freeing the slaves Lincoln hoped to deprive the southerners

of a servile labor force that was militarily useful, to placate the

strong and rising abolitionist sentiment in the North, and to win the

approval of such powers as Britain and France. However, once having

proclaimed emancipation, Lincoln admitted that it was inconceivable to

return the Negroes to bondage after the \tsj:* You could not offer to free

the Negroes as a means of winning the war and enslave them gigain when

the fighting stopped. Lincoln added emancipation as a second basic point

to his peace program.

In addition to the restoration of the Union and the abolition of

slavery, Lincoln called for a third objective — the destruction of

the South 's military power. Actually this objective is obvious, for

the destruction of an enemy army is a prerequisite for the restoration

of peace. In Lincoln's case a strong peace movement in the North, which

called for a compromise with the South, made it necessary to stress
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the need for military victory as a preliminary to negotiation. "If

they \fant peace," he told James R, Gilmore, "all they have to do is to

lay down their arms»" However, Lincoln had little confidence that the

South would do so unless defeated in battle.

For this reason he insisted upon total military victory. He

had no sympathy' for generals like George B. McClellan who wished to

fight simultaneously with sword and olive branch. It was not until I864

that Lincoln found such commanders as Ulysses S. Grant and William T.

Sherman who shared his views on tatal war. They believed that peace

could be won by pulverizing the enemy's war machine and systematically

destroying his industry and food supplies. Having found his generals,

Lincoln gave them a free hand for total victory. To the critics who

complained about this type of warfare, Lincoln replied, "I sincerely

wish war was an easier and pleasanter business than it is, but it

does not admit of holidays."

Nowhere is the Lincoln peace program summarized more suc-

cinctly than in his memo to Secretary of State William Seward on

January 31> I865 (the same terms were repeated on the eve of his death

April 13): "1, The restoration of the national authority throughout

all the states; 2, No receding by the Executive of the United States

on the slavery question...; 3, No cessation of hostilities short of

an end of the war and the disbanding of all forces hostile to the

government."

Although he had little hope the South would accept his terms,

Lincoln did not close the door on negotiations. During I864 several
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attempts were made to reach a settlement. One mission went to Richmond

to see President Jefferson Davis, while Greeley went to Niagara Falls

with the president's terms, "the restoration of the Union and the aban-

donment of slavery," in Lincoln's famous "To Whom It May Concern" letter.

The most serious effort at negotiation vras made in February

1865 when Lincoln and Sir;w?ird went to Hampton Ra^s to con^'erse with

Confederate leaders, Alo^^ander H. Stephens, R.M.T. Hunter, and John A,

Campbell* The conference was a failure. Lincoln made it clear that

any thought of an armistice was unthinkable unless the South would

recognize the restoration of the Union. He did not propose to arrange

an armistice when his armies were vdnning, so that the South would have

a respite to redeploy its waning forces.

Although the three-point peace program was Lincoln's blueprint

for victory, he did not want a peace that would mean recrimination,

hatred, and bitterness between the sections after the war. He wanted

nothing of this sort to stand as a psychological roadblock in the way

of spiritual and ideological reunion after political reunion had been

won on the battlefield.

It was for this reason that Lincoln conceived the idea of

offering the South lenient terms. The war had thrown eleven states out

of their normal relations with t^e Washington government; peace should

restore that normal relationship as speedily and painlessly as possible.

There should be no vindictive measures. As early as 1862 Lincoln

announced there would be no northern men imposed on the South after the

war to rule by bayonets.
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He made it clear that there wotild be pardons for all who had

taken up arms, that the South would be permitted to administer its

domestic affairs without interference, and that there would be no whole-

sale confiscation of property. He even talked of compensating the owners

of the former slaves. Wherever possible, when northern armies occupied

southern states, Lincoln sought to provide a fair administration.

In a congressional message of December I863, Lincoln announced

his postwar peace plans based on the idea that the South should be re-

stored to its normal relations with Washington as soon as possible. It

vfas provided that whenever 10 percent of the electorate in each state

that had voted in i860 had taken an oath of allegiance to the United

States and accepted emancipation, these people could form a government

and receive executive recognition. So eager was Lincoln to bring the

rebellious states back into the Union, that he was v/illing to permit a

minority to assume the initiative.

The same obvious desire to offer lenient terms was evident

during the president's conversations with Grant and Sherman at City Point

on March 27-28^ 1865. Lincoln made it clear that he wanted the southerners

back at their constructive tasks as rapidly as possible* There were to

be no reprisals against southern leaders for rebelling! even Jefferson

Davis was to be left in peace. When the fighting ceased, the southerners

would resume all their rights as American citizens, as if the war had

never happened.

It was on the basis of Lincoln's enlightened and liberal pror

posals that Grant offered terms to Robert E, Le© at Appomattox on
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April 9, 1865, and on the following day urged the famed Confederate

general to make a personal visit to Lincoln, It was Grant's hope that

a rapprochement between Lincoln and Lee would rally the responsible and

reasonable people of both sections to bury the hatreds of \m.T» Under

the terms of this settlement the southern soldiers were permitted to

return home without fear of subsequent prosecution.

On April 18, 1865, Sherman offered even more liberal terms to

General Joseph E, Johnston, The settlement, in line with what Lincoln

had said at City Point, provided for the peaceful reestablishment of

the southern states with full civil, political, and property rights for

their citizens. Regrettably this was not accepted by Congress,

Lincoln's enlightened peace proposals were distributed through-

out the South as propaganda, but it has been argued by James G, Randall,

the most eminent Lincoln scholar of recent years, that they probably did

little toward shortening the war or encouraging dissatisfaction with

the Richmond government. However, there can be little doubt that had

Lincoln's liberal policies been allowed to go into effect the tiarmoil

of the Reconstruction period together with many sectional problems that

persist until the present could have been avoided.

The reason for this tragic failure and consequent continuation

of sectional strife for nearly a century was Lincoln's inability to sell

his liberal peace policy to his own people. As the war progressed, two

trends became evident in the North, The first of these was a spirit of

war weariness, which reached its zenith in the Copperhead movement.
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In I864. the Democrats tried to defeat Lincoln for re-election ty

capitalizing on this peace sentiment. They wanted immediate negotiation

with the South, and some were willing to accept peace even if it meant

disunion. This vras the reason that Lincoln was forced to bear down so

heavily on the idea that there could be no negotiation unless the South

first accepted reunion.

The second trend was one of vindictlveness. While the peace

drive centered in the Democratic party, the demand for vindictlveness

was largely Republican in inception. Led by such important congressmen

as Thaddeus Stevens, Benjamin F, Wade, Charles Sumner and Zachariah

Chandler, the "Radical Republicans" demanded harsh treatment for the

South. Lincoln fought this group as vigorously as he opposed the peace

men, and the Radicals even tried to prevent Lincoln's re-election in

I864.

After his re-election in November I864. and before his assas-

sination in April 1865, Lincoln was engaged in winning the war and trying

to heal the breach throughout the North caused by the argument over a

liberal versus a stern peace, Lincoln insisted upon moderation and

justice rather than excessiveness and mistreatment. In his last speech

of April 11, 1865, Lincoln made a pathetic appeal to his fellow northern-

ers to lay aside their hatreds and concentrate \ipon the one peace aim

which had motivated him from the opening day of the war — to restore

the South to "a proper practical relation with the Union,"
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Within a few days Lincoln vrag dead and so were his plans for

a just and liberal peace. The vindictive politicians who came after hijn

insisted upon creating a long and painful process whereby the South

could regain its place in the Union.

:(( « s*: 4>

October, 1958
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Abraham Lincoln *s youngest stepsister, Matilda Johnston More,

once recorded his boyhood custom: "When father and mother would go to

church (she wrote) they walked about 1 I/2 miles. When they were gone —

Abe would take down the Bible, read a verse — give out a hymn — and we

would sing." As he grew older, his Biblical knowledge became so extensive

and so exact that his ability to recite chapter after chapter from memory

and to correct misquotations from Holy Writ was a constant source of

wonder to his friends.

Once, upon being presented with a Bible, Lincoln remarked:

In regard to this Great Book, I have but to say, it

is the best gift God has given to man.....

But for it we could not know right from wrong. All

things most desirable for man*s welfare, here and hereafter,

are to be found portrayed in it.
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But it is alleged that as a youth in New Salem he came under the

influence of the writings of Tom Paine and Constantin Volney, with the

consequence that his convictions were utterly and permanently destroyed.

This may or may not he so. Yet, the understanding of Abraham

Lincoln depends on an understanding that maturity came slowly to him; he

never stopped growing; in the process, he outgrew many things. His nature

was profoundly emotional; his moods altered "between ecstasy and despair;

there was no accounting for them. He was a changeling.

Only once did Abraham Lincoln give public and personal expression

of his convictions. That was in l8U6, during his successful campaign for

election to the national House of Representatives. His rival, Peter

Cartvnright, deliberately spread reports of Lincoln's infidelity. Lincoln

I

replied with a handbill addressed to the voters. It read:

That I am not a member of any Christian Church, is

true; but I have never denied the truth of the Scriptures; and

I have never spoken with intentional disrespect of religion in

general, or of any denomination of Christians in particular.

It is true that in early life I was inclined to believe in what

I understand is called the "Doctrine of Necessity" — that is,

that the human mind is impelled to action, or held in rest by

some power, over which the mind itself has no control; and I

have sometimes (with one, two or three, but never publicly)

tried to maintain this opinion in argument — The habit of

arguing thus however, I have entirely left off for more than

five years — And I add here, I have always understood this
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same opinion to be held by several of the Christian denomi-

nations. The foregoing is the whole truth, briefly stated,

in relation to myself upon this subject

X- * *

Lincoln was not, in a theological sense, orthodox. He never

was baptized, never joined a church, never made a profession of faith,

never affiliated himself with any denomination, never subscribed to any

particular liturgy or ritual. At the height of the Southern Insurrection

he confessed to a deputation from the Baltimore Synod: "I have often

wished that I \m.s a more devout man than I am." His wife, who admitted

that he was not, as she put it, "a technical Christian," insisted that

"He was a religious man always, as I think."

In Springfield and in Washington he was a pewholder in a

Presbyterian Church and commendably regular in attendance. Throughout

his Presidency, he constantly received delegations from religious bodies.

On such occasions his statements were eloquently reverent and obviously

genuine expressions of his spirit. More, perhaps than any public man in

American history, his personality attracted the clergy of all faiths to

himself and to his cause. His acquaintanceship with the clerics of the

day was large. They came not to save him from perdition, but to draw

renewed inspiration from a truly noble heart.

Dr. Smith Pyne, Rector of St. John's church, held him in "deep

and affectionate regard and respect." He would not have used such phrases

in addressing a notorious unbeliever. Once when interceding for an

Admiral, under a sentence of court martial. Dr. Pyne wrote to Lincoln:
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"Let me hope that one more item vill be added to the amount of obligation

and attachment by which I have long felt myself bound to you both in your

official and personal character," There were scores of gentlemen of the

cloth who felt just as did Dr. Pyne about the strange tenant of the White

House

.

In his first inaugiiral address, Lincoln declared: "Intelligence,

patriotism, Christianity, and a firm reliance on Him, who has never yet

forsaken this favored land, are still competent to adjust, in the best

way, all our present difficulty." But when the issue was joined, his

reliance remained firm; he accepted the defense of his cause with fatal-

istic resignation.

In the fall of l862, when considering the proclamation of

Emancipation, Lincoln put down on paper this meditation on the Divine

Will:

The will of God prevails. In great contests each

party claims to act in accordance with the will of God. Both

may be, and one must be inrong. God can not be for, and apainst

the same thing at the same time. In the present civil war it

is quite possible that God*s purpose is something different from

the p"urpose of either party — and yet the human instrumentalities,

working just as they do, are of the best adaptation to effect His

purpose. I am almost ready to say this is probably true — that

God wills this contest, and wills that it shall not end yet. By

His mere quiet power, on the minds of the now contestants. He

could have either saved or destroyed the Ifciion without a human
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contest. Yet the contest "began. And having "begun He could

give the final victory to either side any day. Yet the contest

proceeds

.

This fragment was "not written to he seen of men," but, when he

was interviewed by a minister of the Society of Friends, a few weeks

later, he repeated the musing almost verbatim. Mrs. Lincoln was disposed

to think that it was in that year (their son, Willie, had died in its

early months) that her husband's religious eenses had been most pro-

foundly stirred. It would be progressive. The wife spoke with confi-

dence when she said of him that "he felt religious more than ever before,

'about the time he went to Gettysburg."

Modern scholarship is inclined to agree that Lincoln's religious

[yearnings and aspirations were slowly adduced by his own and the nation's

tragedy. V/illiam E. Barton once put it this way:

The religion of Abraham Lincoln was part and parcel

of his life; and his life was an evolution whose successive

stages can be measured with reasonable certainty. Not only

did his religious convictions develop and broaden under the

stimuli of Lincoln's constantly broadening intellectual and

spiritual environment, but they broadened in the growth of his

own personality.

Carl Sandburg shaires this view, writing!

A distinct trend toward a deeper religious note, a

piety more assured of itself because more definitely derived

from inner and private growths of Lincoln himself, this could
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be seen as the President from year to year fitted himself more

deeply and awarely into the mantle and authorities of Chief

Magistrate.

But the question persists: what was Lincoln's religion? His

private secretary, John G, Nicolay, who knew him well, and who, through-

out the Administration, lived and worked by his side, a resident of the

White House, has left an answer. Nicolay had intended one day to write

an essay on "Abraliam Lincoln's Faith in God." Among his papers is a

note scribbed in pencil; it reads:

Finally to sum up the whole matter in default of

sufficient positive or direct testimony -- in default of

specific impressions, of church membership, and the strict

observance of church rites — yet in /the/ presence of the

unvarying enunciation of faith and reliance in a supreme

ruler, in the practice of justice, of patriotism, of mercy —

in the utter oblivion of self — "with malice toward none and

charity for all" — the world can utter no other verdict than

this — He was a Christian without a creed.

«**>('

October, 1958
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Abraham Lincoln possessed a rare ability to express his ideas

and ideals. In letters, speeches, memoranda scribbled on scraps of paper,

state papers, a few sentimental poems and even a mystery story, Lincoln

left a record of himself that, exceeding a million words, would be longer

than the Bible, including the Apocrypha, and longer than the complete

works of Shakespeare, The discovery of the literate Lincoln is fascinat-

ing because it reveals the living Lincoln — this remarkable man who, one

hundred and fifty years after his birth, is still so deeply a part of the

nation's conscience that he explains why Americans cften think and feel

and act the way they do.

The key to Lincoln's power, both as a statesman and a man of

letters, stems from one source. He never stopped growing in mental or

moral stature. From early maturity to death he clung to the same prinr-

ciples and much the same ideas, and in his writings those principles and
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ideas became living organisms, growing with the man and changing not in

substance but in beauty of form. As a result, Lincoln emerged as a man of

a fundamental creed that expressed the responsibilities, risks and rewards

of the democratic way of life. In whatever he wrote or said, he was always

unpretentiously himself — always the self-taught lawyer who examined every

proposition first by syllogism, then by how it related to patterns of human

behavior, and finally as a man of ethics making a choice between right and

wrong.

What were the ideas and the ideals that Lincoln, as a man of

letters, bequeathed to humanity as the tenets of a faith in democracy?

They are five:

First, he believed in people as the greatest resoin*ce of a nation.

Second, he believed in the right of the poor man, through honest

toil, to better his lot in life.

Third, he believed in education — that regardless of color of

skin or present environment, all people possessed the capacity to live

fuller, richer lives if their innate abilities were cultivated.

Fourth, he believed that reverence for the laws should become

a "political religion."

Finally, he believed in the liberal tradition; he was always

a spokesman for freedom of thought, speech, press, assembly and religion.

The essence of Lincoln, both as a man of action and as a man

of letters, is in these five tenets of faith. He was, really, a man of

simple definition in an age of troublesome dilemmas, a man who in a

stinging letter could fire the headstrong general of an army for usurping
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civilian authority or who in quiet prose could risk his political future

upon the proposition that "the people, under Providence, will set all

right."

Lincoln's strength in statement and action was in his clear

and moral understanding "both of himself and of his age. He never claimed

that his ideas were original, nor were they; and his genius rested in

perceiving that though he lived in a troubled world his generation had

not invented the devil. From the "beginning of time, he said, the world

had struggled "between two principles. One is the common right of humanity.

And the other? "No matter in what shape it comes, whether from the mouth

of a king v^ho seeks to bestride the people of his own nation and live by

the fruit of their labor, or from one race of men as an apology for en-

slaving another race, it is the same tyrannical principle."

Against such tyranny, in any guise, Lincoln spoke and wrote with

passion. No man ever toiled with greater diligence to express in terms

that a child could understand the simple moral answer to seemingly un-

fathomable complexities. He breathed his oxm life, the beauty of his own

character, the splendid vitality of his own good heart into ideas as old

as civilization. What might have been stale platitudes on the lips of

other men, on Lincoln's lips burst like a sun of understanding. He touched

the hearts of all classes and all ages. He articulated what they also knew

was the only way in which right triumphed over wrong.

As a man of letters^ perhaps more unconsciously than otherwise,

Lincoln -vra-s influenced by his own group of heroes. He would have been the
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last to deny that he was moved by the political philosophy of Thomas

Jefferson, who believed that "the earth belongs alvays to the living

generation" and v;ho said: "Nothing is unchangeable but the inherent and

inalienable rights of man." Lincoln was always a stanch political sup-

porter of Henry Clay, whose speeches were read by Simon Bolivar to armies

fighting for freedom in South America,

Nor were Lincoln's literary models of lesse^ stature. Deeply

versed in the fables of Aesop, Lincoln's own writings were filled with

homely axioms. He advised a group of young lawyers: "Resolve to be

honest at all events; and if in your own judgment you cannot be an honest

lawyer, resolve to be honest without being a lawyer," As President, he

told his secretary of war: "On principle I dislike an oath which requires

a man to swear he has not done wrong. It rejects the Christian principle

of forgiveness on terms of repentance. I think it enough if the man does

no wrong hereafter." America a hundred years ago included a large and

growing population of persons who had fled from Europe to build new lives

under freedom, and they understood the Lincoln who said: "In all that

the people can individually do as well for themselves, government ought

not to interfere."

In a letter to James H, Hackett, an eminent actor of the time,

Lincoln revealed a modest, but warm acquaintance with the plays of Shake-

speare. Among the plays that he had "gone over perhaps as frequently as

any unprofessional reader" were "Lear, Richard Third, Henry Eighth, Hamlet

and especially l-feicbeth," and Lincoln added: "I think nothing equals

l-Iacbeth. It is vjonderful."
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Shakespeare had much to offer Lincoln — a sympathy with people

of all ranks, a gift for language that communicated in homely, everyday,

completely comprehensible images. Who could fail to understand a dramatist

who spoke of the "cisterns" of our lust? Perhaps unconsciously, and yet

unfailingly, Lincoln reduced his ideas to similar images. Thus for those

who argued that labor and education are incompatible "a blind horse upon

a treadmill, is a perfect illustration of what a laborer should be — all

the better for being blind, that he could not tread out of place, or

kick understandingly," Thus with the sick, stragglers, deserters and the

discharged an army never equaled its enlisted strength because "it's like

trying to shovel fleas across a barnyardj you don't get them all there."

In knowing Lincoln as the man behind his words, one comes

finally to the Holy Scriptures as the overpowering influence. He was

a strangely mystical man, this Lincoln — who experienced the same dream

before every climactic event of the war; who dreamed of himself as dead

shortly before his assassination; and who, beholding a double image of

himself in a mirror, accepted the explanation that he would live through

one term as President but not the second. He could name the passages in

both testaments of the Bible where dreams were prophetic. Of the Bible

he said: "All things most desirable for man's welfare, here and here-

after, are to be found portrayed in it." Among Lincoln's greatest

pronouncements is his Second Inaugural, delivered after almost four years

of civil war. It is difficult to find a speech by any modern statesman

so intensely religious in feeling; here speaks the Lincoln who belie^red

passionately "that there is a God and that He hates injustice and slavery."
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Lincoln, throughout his lifetime, was a prodigious letter writer.

Angry letters — to his generals or members of his official family — he

usually slept on, then neglected to send, but on those occasions when he

did vent his spleen the recipient long remembered it, "I have just read

your despatch about sore-tongued and fatigued horses," he once wrote a

commanding general, "Will you pardon me for asking what the horees of your

army have done since the Battle of Antietarn that fatigues anything?" He

would never, even in times of war, tolerate military interference with

civil rights, telling another general: ",,.the U.S. government must not,

as by this order, undertake to run the churches."

All of Lincoln is in his letters ~ his flashes of temper, his

firmness, and also his great patience and tact, his dogged honesty and

his enduring sympathy for people. His gift as a man of letters rested

in the fact that throughout his life he was consistently himself, A note

to a station master said: "The lady bearer of this, says she has freight

at the depot, which she cannot get without four dollars. If this be correct,

let her have the freight, and I will pay you any amount not exceeding four

dollars on presentation of this note." Five days later Lincoln paid the

sum. A note told the war department: "The lady — bearer of this — says

she has two sons who want to work. Set them at it, if possible. Wanting

to work is so rare a merit, that it should be encouraged." A note told a

legal client: "You must think I am a high-priced man. You are too liberal

with your money. Fifteen dollars is enough for the job. T send you a

receipt for fifteen dollars, and return to you a ten dollar bill,"
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Is it stretching a point in evaluating Lincoln's stature as a

man of letters to include these everyday communications? Indeed, noti

Other American statesmen, notably Thomas Jefferson and Woodrow Wilson,

were scholars who wrote with a consciousness of literary style and method,

whereas Lincoln, the master of them all, ^^n:•ote with a consciousness of

himself. He felt neither distinguished nor wise; vdthout pose or preten-

sion, he once informed a biographer: "It is a great piece of folly to

attempt to make anything out of me or my early life. It can all be con-

densed into a single sentence, and that sentence you will find in Gray^s

Elegy: *The short and simple annals of the poor.* That*s my life, and

that^s all you or anyone else can make out of it,"

One himdred and fifty years after Lincoln's birth, Americans

have made out of the deeds and sayings of this man a national inspiration.

They remember him as a man who appealed to "the better angels" of their

spirits; they remember a just, humble, merciful man who, dedicating a

national cemetery, described the one reason justifying a war: ",.• that

government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish

from the earth,"

* * * * ^

October, 1958
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The elegant and learned Senator Charles Sumner, who was Boston-

bom and Harvard-bred, could find no parallel in all his extensive study of

history for the phenomenon that confronted him in Abraham Lincoln. Here was

a backwoods politician with a pronounced rustic accent and virtually no school-

ing who yet composed speeches that clearly marked him as a master of the Eng-

lish tongue. Here, in the White House, was a former country lawyer whose

state papers, as the Senator noted with barely concealed amazement, "were

suffused with a certain poetical color" that made them unique in the annals

of government.

The Senator from Massachusetts was by no means alone in beiiig im-

pressed by the recurrent strain of poetry in Lincoln. "This was like a sacred

poem," said the German-American patriot Carl Schurz of the closing passage of

Lincoln's Second Inaugural Address. The message of sympathy to Mrs. Bixby
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on the loss of her sons in the Civil War came to be universally recognized

as an exquisite little elegy in letter form, and the Gettysburg Address as

a major American poem in prose.

With time the poetic element in Lincoln's writings has steadily

gained ascendancy in importance over their political content, and to-

day scholars write of his speeches as "applied art" and discuss the

"subtle rhythms and cadences" of his style. Of his most memorable lines

it is now said that "they haunt the memory as much for their sound as their

meaning."

Nothing, in short, sets Abraham Lincoln so distinctly apart from

other great statesmen of history as this deep and abiding vein of pure poetry

that runs all through his speeches and letters. In electing him to office

the American people unwittingly did what no other people before them had ever

done. At the time of their most crucial testing and trial, when their very

survival was at stake, they entrusted their destiny to the hands of a poet.

There is a certain blographJ.cal irony in this. Abraham Lincoln

thought himself a failure as a poet. To the end of his life he read the

verses of others with profound respect and a wistful sense that the true

poetic gift was beyond him.

There is no way to explain how a poet-statesman of world stature

came to be born on the remote American frontier of the early 19th Century,

with nothing discernible in his ancestry or backgroimd to account for his

coming. "Through one of those freaks of nature that produce a Shakespeare

at long intervals," wrote Donn Piatt, an astute contemporary journalist, "a

giant had been born to the poor whites of Kentucky." We can, however, rough-

ly sketch the influences that nurtured the poet in him.
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In the primitive settlements where Lincoln came to maturity —
the little cluster of isolated cabins at Gentryville, in Indiana, and the

hardly more impressive village of New Salem, in Illinois — "books wasn't

as plenty as wildcats." The phrase is from Dennis Hanks, the boyhood com-

panion and cousin who has left us a vivid account of Lincoln's early passion

for searching out and devouring anything readable for miles around. Books

were scarce, but even in those wild forest clearings, the precious power of

poetry made itself felt through scattered volumes of Shakespeare, Burns,

Byron and, of course, the Bible.

From the constable at Gentryville, Lincoln borrowed "Scott's Lessons

in Elocution" and "The Arabian Nights" which he read aloud to his family.

There were choice passages of English literature to be found in "The Kentucky

Preceptor," loaned to him by a local farmer named Josiah Crawford who was

also wheelwright, doctor and dentist. The catalogue of the books that formr-

ed his youth is not long, but it is rich in values. It included "Aesop's

Fables," "Pilgrim*s Progress," a "History of the United States," Parson Weems'

"Life of Washington" and Benjamin Franklin's "Autobiography."

There were not only books, but men. In New Salem there was Jack

Kelso, a feckless village character who passed his time fishing and drinking

and avoiding work whenever possible. But he had read much and well, and

what he read he savored and remembered. Of a pleasant summer's afternoon he

would persuade young Lincoln to lock up the ramshackle store where he was

serving as both clerk and postmaster, and come along to the river. In the

shade of the willows on the shore. Jack Kelso would fish and recite. Lincoln
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listened \d.th inexhaustible fascinaton to Kelso's impromptu declamations

from "Hamlet" and "Macbeth" and to the melody and merriment of "Highland

Mary" and "Tam 0»Shanter."

"He delighted in Burns," wrote John Hay, Lincoln's VJhite House

secretary, many years later. Lincoln's modesty toward the poets he loved

was expressed in a toast he penciled as President at the request of the

Burns Club of Washington: "I cannot frame a toast to Burns; I can say noth-

ing worthy of his generous heart and transcending genius; thinking of what

he has said I cannot say anything which seems worth saying."

A young man so smitten by the poetry of others is all but certain

to try his hand at verses of his ovna, and Lincoln did. His earliest efforts

were doggerel of a comic cast that expressed the joking, fun-loving side of

his character. He found the style congenial even as a grown man when he

composed the 22 verses of "The Bear Hunt," a robust rhyme which, for all its

crudities, has something of the flavor of a wilderness folk tale. He ex-

perimented more seriously in the melancholy vein of mid-century romanticism

which corresponded to a deep and gothic strain in his nature, a fundamental

sadness verging often on despair.

On a political speaking trip to Indiana in IB/^ he visited the

neighborhood of his boyhood where his mother and only sister were buried.

"That part of the country is, within itself, as unpoetical as any spot on

earth," he ^^nrote his friend Andrew Johnston, a lawyer who also dabbled in

verse. "But still, seeing it and its objects and inhabitants aroused feel-

ings in me which were certainly poetry; though whether my expression of those

feelings is poetry is quite another question..."
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He sent Johnston the resulting poem, which begins "My

childhood's home I see again" and includes the verses:

Near twenty years have passed away

Since here I bid farewell

To woods and fields, and scenes of play.

And playmates loved so well.

The friends I left that parting day.

How changed, as time has sped

I

Young childhood grown, strong manhood gray.

And half of all are dead.

This theme of the corrosion of time, of the fleetingness of life

with inescapable grave at its end, was a favorite of his in what he called

"my poetizing mood." He found it expressed in a way that moved him pro-

foxmdly in a poem called "Mortality" which he came to prize above all others,

He chanced upon it in an anonymous newspaper clipping and he repeated it

from memory on innumerable occasions, to himself and to others, throughout

his life.

The poem begins:

Oh, vjhy should the spirit of mortal be proud!

Like a swift-fleeting meteor, a fast-flj'ing cloud,

A flash of the lightning, a break of the wave

He passes from life to his rest in the grave.
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The poem continues for 13 more stanzas, paraphrasing the substance

of the third chapter of Job and the first chapter of Ecclesiastes. It

touches on the common fate of king and peasant, of the wise and the fool-

ish, and stresses that there is no new thing under the sun. It concludes:

'Tis the wink of an eye, *Tis the draught of a breath

From the blossom of health to the paleness of death.

From the gilded saloon to the bier and the shroud —
Oh why should the spirit of mortal be proud!

This was the poem of vrhich Lincoln once said: ! would give all

I am worth, and go in debt, to be able to write so fine a piece as I think

this is." He quoted it so often, that he was sometimes credited with being

its author. For years he sought to discover the name of the true author

who, he said, "has been greatly my benefactor." He continued his search

even in the White House and was at last rewarded. The author was found to

be William Knox, a young Scottish poet who died in 1825.

It was perhaps a paradox of personality that Lincoln, himself

capable of producing the deep organ tones of his major speeches, should have

been so taken by the pensive twittering of such minor bards as Knox.

While riding in his buggy over rutted country roads from court-

house to courthouse, the poets were the young lawyer *s unfailing companions.

He is said to have read the "Iliad" and the "Odyssey," and he had the Bible

and Shakespeare always with him.

In his Springfield law office discussions of poems and poets were

frequent. A casual visitor once picked up a handsome octavo volume l^-ing on
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the table and noticed that it fell open by itself to the well-vrorn pages of

Byron* s "Don Juan." On another occasion an argument arose among clerks and

lawyers over the merits of a newly-published work called "leaves of Grass"

"by an unknown named Walt Whitman. Lincoln remained silent. After a time

he reached out for the book and paged through it. The argument was in-

terrupted when he suddenly began reading aloud, revealing to his listeners

"a charm of new life in Whitman's versification." He praised the poetry for

its "vitality and freshness and imique form of expression" and said that

Whitman "gave promise of a new school of poetry." He asked that "Leaves of

Grass" be left on the office table.

The two men never met but Whitman saw Lincoln many times as President

and wrote of him with warmth and understanding, sensing in him that "vast

dreaminess" of outlook and idea which was so like his own, if so differently

expressed. And the day would come when Walt Whitman would compose the four

poems he called "Memories of President Lincoln," including one of the great-

est ever written in America, "When Lilacs Last In The Dooryard Bloom' d."

The poetry of the Bible and its imagery were among Lincoln's ear-

liest literary impressions, and the most lasting. He constantly referred to

it on the political platform and in private letters. "There was not a clergy-

man to be found so familiar with it as he," wrote one of his contemporary

biographers

.

In 2$ speeches from 1$39 to 1865, he alluded to the Bible no less

than 22 times.

From his constant contact with poetry he caught that marvelous

feel for phrase and language which was one of his most telling attributes in
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the fulfillment of his historic role. He foimd a satisfaction in the cir-

ciuDstance that the leading American poets of his day responded to this qual-

ity in him. It was William Cullen Bryant, celebrated for his "Thanatopsis,"

who introduced him in i860 to his first New York audience at Cooper Institute,

Oliver Wendell Holmes, whose "The Last Leaf" he called "inexpressibly touch-

ing," was one of his staunch New England supporters. So was Henry Wadsworth

Longfellow whose lines from "The Building of the Ship"

:

Thou, too, sail on, Ship of State!

Sail on, Union, strong and great!

moved the President to tears. John Greenleaf Whittier, whose collected

verses were in Lincoln's library, vrrote an anti-slavery hymn which was simg

in the White House to the tune of Luther's "Ein» feste Burg ist unser Gott."

Lincoln never lost his relish for the crudely humorous and the

grotesque. He found endless delight in the odd conceits and comical quirks

of the English versifier Thomas Hood. Once a swarm of impatient applicants

were left waiting outside his office door while he read aloud all 96 verses

of Hood's "The Haimted House" to a spellbound group of friends. But we also

know that he read and admired poetry by Edgar Allan Pee, James Russell Lowell,

Nathaniel Parker Willis, and the elegies by Thomas Gray and Oliver Goldsmith.

Lincoln himself is quoted as saying that he never finished a novel in his

life. But his absorption in poetry and in the drama remained.

More frequently than all others he read Shakespeare. His favorite

plays were "Lear," "Richard III," "Henry VIII," "Hamlet" and especially

"Macbeth." "I think nothing equals 'Macbeth,'" he wrote the actor
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James H. Hackett in 1863. Some of Shakespeare's plays, he said, he had never

read, "while others I have gone over perhaps as frequently as any unprofes-

sional reader."

Allusions to Shal<:espeare, and quotations from the plays, constantly

colored his private conversation, and he carried with him battered copies

of "Hamlet" and "The Merry Wives of VJindsor" which he read whenever oppor-

tunity offered. Shakespearean actors whose work he admired were invitbd to

the White House to read favorite passages for him or discuss problems of

interpretation

.

With Hackett and others he liked to argue that the King's soliloquy

in "Hamlet" x-zhich begins:

ny offense is rank, it smells to heaven

|

It hath the primal curse upon it . . .

was much superior to the more usually preferred "To be or not to be." "It

always struck me as one of the finest touches of nature in the world," he

said. After seeing Edidn Booth (the brother of John Wilkes Booth, the man

who one day would kill him) as Shylock, the President observed to a friend:

"It was a good performance, but I had a thousand times rather read it at

home, if it were not for Booth's playing. A farce, or a comedy, is best

played; a tragedy is best read at home."

He was fascinated by the opening lines of "Richard III" —

Now is the winter of our discontent, etc.,

and believed that most actors delivered them with false emphasis and in the

wrong style. They were, he held, an "utterance of the most intense bitter-

ness and satire" but were usually spoken with a mere theatrical flourish.
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Once he both startled and enthralled a lone telegrapher in the War Office

by declaiming a long scene from "Macbeth" "as if there had been a full

house."

Lincoln might, in other circumstances, have been an actor of great

power. But he was, of course, the protagonist in a tragedy that transcended

in scope and stature anything ever put upon the stage. Walt Whitman, in-

deed, saw Lincoln's whole life as "a tragic play, superior to all else I

know — vaster, more fiery and more convulsionary, for this America of ours,

than Aeschylus or Shakespeare ever drew for Athens or for England." This

note of high poetic tragedy that ran through Lincoln's life was sustained

to the very end. With what now seems like an almost mystical vision of

coming events, he singled out, six days before his death, the lines from his

favorite "Macbeth" that might well have served as his own epitaph.

It was the 9th of April, 1865. The War between the States had

come to an end. Lincoln was returning from his visit to the still smoking

city of Richmond in Virginisu He sat on the sunny deck of the "River Queen"

as she steamed serenely back toward Washington, utterly at ease for perhaps

the first time in foiir long and bitter years. His big hands fondled a

"beautiful quarto volume of Shakespeare." From time to time he read aloud

to the little party that accompanied him. All present remembered afterward

that a certain passage he read not once, but t\>dce, and seemed to linger

broodingly over the words. The lines were those in which Macbeth speaks of

Duncan's death by assassination:
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Duncan is in his grave;

After life's fitful fever he sleeps well;

Treason has done his worst: nor steel, nor poison.

Malice domestic, foreign levy, nothing

Can touch him further.

October, 1958
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Great leadership, in the democratic world, is no trick of style,

no device of words, no garment of rhetoric. It is mind and knowledge,

character and experience, ccjirage and devotion, oneness with the people,

and a vision and imagination that rise above the "torment and the fray"

of the passing hour. Man's character, as John Drinkwater says in the

epilogue of his play "Abraham Lincoln," endures and is a "token sent

always to man for man's own government,"

No single facet of the mind of Lincoln can explain the man and

his role in his own day — and his enduring fame. It is the whole man,

in the amplitude of his mind and character, who met greatly the crisis of

civil war and who lives greatly in the memory of America and the world.

But we can help turn the legend of Lincoln into the living reality of

the man by looking at the v/ords with which he clothed his thought and
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conviction. And one of the sustaining sources of his power was his

imagery^ Td.th its ^d.de range and unmistakable flavor.

While Lincoln was on his speaking trip in Connecticut in

i860, a Norwich minister, J. P. Gulliver, met him and told him that he

had been impressed especially by the "illustrations" Lincoln used in

his speech at the to\m hall the evening before. The illustrations were

"romance and pathos and fun and logic all welded together." Gulliver

then asked Lincoln to explain his power of "putting things." In his

reply Lincoln said, "I am never easy now, when I am handling a thought,

till I have boimded it North, and bounded it South, and bounded it East,

and bounded it West." Thus even in explaining his method, he resorted

to imagery — as, in things great and small, he had done across the

years — and doing so, he fittingly ran the very gamut of the con^^ass.

* * *

James Russell Lowell made no mistake when he said that the

secret of force in writing "lies not so much in the pedigree of nouns

and adjectives and verbs, as in having something that you believe in to

say, and making the parts of speech vividly conscious of it."

When one studies Abraham Lincoln's mastery of words, there is

no difficulty in applying the first part of Lowell's aphorism. Lincoln

had something to say that he believed in, and he said it with force.

Hundreds of writers have showered his rhetorical power with friendly

adjectives in their efforts to escplain that force. He respected the

meanings of words, and he wrote and spoke with clarity. He knew what
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he was talking about. He had consuinmate skill in logical analysis. He

was able to put profound thoughts simply. He was sincere and earnest.

He had both dignity and humor. He could rise to a lofty eloquence that

has not been surpassed in the history of oratory. His language was

pungent and he knew the art of timing. He was a master of balance and

had an ear for rhythm.

All this and more can be and has been said about his writing,

but at the end we are far from unlocking the secrets of his force, and

we must consider the implications of the last part of Lowell's phrase,

Lincoln patently succeeded in injecting the "parts of speech" with a

vivid consciousness of what he had to say, and the question is, how

did he do it?

The fundamental answer doubtless lies in the sum total of the

man and his experience. Style may be the man, as Buffon has said, but

even if this epigram is not wholly true, it is certain that style is not

divorced from the njan. Nor is the man divorced from his time and place.

In Lincoln's case much of the lore of pioneer America was absorbed by

the man as he lived his "prairie years" -- and by an intelligence that

remembered that lore down to its littlest details. It was gathered up,

too, by a mind that grew through the prairie years in wisdom and in

certain individual qualities that, as Paul M, Angle says, were faith-

fully mirrored in his words — notably his ruggedness, tenderness,

tolerance, and humility.

No study of Lincoln's style can fail to take account of the

fact that this was a great man. Great men often leave a tantalizing
1
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residuum of mystery even after thousands of books and articles have been

written about them, as is unquestionably true of Lincoln. Apparent

simplicity may cloak subtlety and complexity. The fibres of great

strength and character may be so many and tangled that to identify and

untangle them calls for an understanding almost matching that of the

subject under analysis, just as a perfect translation of a poem demands

a poet as translator.

Granting that the speech and writing of Lincoln reflect the

man in the full range of his talents and in the sweep of both his prairie

and his presidential years, it remains true that one aspect of his words

seems in special degree to have made the "parts of speech vividly con-

scious" of what he wanted to say, Benjamin P. Thomas puts his finger on

it when he says that "the chief chann of Lincoln's writings is in the

quaint and homely figures of speech with which they aboimd." He also

refers to Lincoln's "knack of clarifying an idea by a vivid metaphor or

simile," The imagery assuredly helps to explain the charm of the

Lincolnian style, but it does more. It illuminates Lincoln's power

and persuasiveness in the use of words. It catches and reflects his

curious interest in and knowledge of the world of everyday things about

him. Viewed in its totality, it adds something to one's understanding

of the intellectual and cultural resources of a central figure in the

history of the modern world,

* * *

The homely quality in the style of Lincoln owes not a little

to his familiarity vath the earthiness of pioneer farming, of soil and
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implements and animals and produce. Who but the prairie statesman could

have said as President, after completing an irksome task, "Well, I have

got that job husked out"? Or what chief executive, discounting his

influence in the arena of his war secretary, could have confessed, "I

don't amount to pig tracks in the War Department"?

Lincoln did not scorn the saying that "broken eggs can never

be mended," but he adapted it in less conventional forms. In his last

speech, he said, "Concede that the new government of Louisiana is only

to what it should be as the egg is to the fowl, we shall sooner have the

fowl by hatching the egg than by smashing it," Popular sovereignty, he

once pointed out, "is to be dished up in as many varieties as a French

cook can produce soup from potatoes," Of a speech stripped of trash and

unnecessary words, he said that "all the chaff was fanned out of it."

As to himself, nobody, he thought, expected him to be President. "In

my poor, lean, lank face nobody has ever seen that any cabbages were

sprouting out,"

Lincoln had a fondness for similes having to do with horses

and oxen. One of his most famous was his modest and brief acceptance

of renomination in l86U, in which he suggested that the people "have

concluded that it is not best to swap horses while crossing the river,

and have further concluded that I am not so poor a horse that they might

not make a botch of it in trying to swap,"

Great as is his interest in horses, he does not forget oxen.

There was a certain wisdom in his thanks that the "good Lord has given to
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the vicious ox short horns ^ for if their physical courage were equal to

their vicious dispositions, some of us in this neck of the woods would

get hurt,"

Bears, dogs, other animals, and "bees and birds often came to

his mind as he sought telling comparisons. His political opponent,

Douglas, was, of course, the victim of his sharpest gi"bes, "I might as

well preach Christianity to a grizzly hear as to preach Jefferson and

Jackson to him," he wrote in notes for a speech in 1858, When a group

of visitors, after criticism of certain officials, suggested to President

Lincoln that he should replace them with men whose loyalty, like their

own, was unquestioned, he instantly replied, "Gentlemen, I see it is the

same old, old coon. Why could you not tell me at once that you wanted

an office, and save yoiir own time as well as mine?" In mock alarm he

taunted Douglas in a Chicago speech by saying that he is "not a dead

lion, nor even a living one — he is the rugged Russian bearJ"

In the campaign of 186^4- General Grant made a characteristic

decision that brought forth one of the most famous of Lincoln's pictur-

esque sayings. "I have seen your despatch expressing unwillingness to

break your hold where you are," wrote the President, "Neither am I

willing. Hold on with a bulldog grip, and chew and choke as much as

possible,"

Now and then he spoke of snakes. Among several illustrations,

the most vivid is from a speech in which he drew an elaborate picture of

rattlesnakes on the prairie and in a bed where children were sleeping.





LINCOLN'S IMAGERY - 7 -

In the latter case he cautioned that in striking at the rattlesnake, one

might strike the children "or arouse the reptile to bite the children*"

And so he drew his moral, declaring that slavery "is the venomous snake

in "bed with the children," Given a choice "between killing the rattle-

snake on the prairie or putting it in "bed with children, he dismissed

the matter by saying, "I think we'd kill it." An impossible task he

describes as an attempt "to penetrate the hard shell of a tortoise with

a rye straw."

Plants, food, housekeeping, and clothing furnished many ideas

to Lincoln for adroit figures that saved him from lengthy expositions of

reasoning. "Would you drop the war where it is?" he wrote to a Louisiana

man who complained of the war's interference with business, "or, would

you prosecute it in future with elder-stalk squirts, charged with rose

vrater?"

* * *

At every great turning point in the career of Lincoln — indeed

every national crisis in which he was concerned — his words of appeal

and challenge were buttressed with metaphors. From the days of his youth

until his final address as President he consistently used imagery to

infuse the "parts of speech" \n.th vividness and concreteness • And it is

evident that his power grew steadily \rith his experience and responsibility.

Thus it is no chance circumstance that the addresses he delivered

in the critical years just before the Civil War and during his presidency

are illuminated by figures that time has woven into the American heritage.
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These figures, with perhaps a single exception, sprang from Lincoln's

mind. They were written by his pen and uttered by his voice. It is

part of the glory of Lincoln's words that they were in fact his, not

the concoctions of ghost "v/riters.

That part of the great "House Divided" speech at Springfield

in 1858 which interested the entire country, according to Carl Sandburg,

was its opening paragraph. What Lincoln said, in accepting the senatorial

nomination, was "so plain that any two farmers fixing fences on a rainy

morning could talk it over in all its ins and outs," And what he said

was dramatized in imagery taken over from the Bible: "A house divided

against itself cannot stand," Americans have never forgotten the

prophetic words with which Lincoln expounded the meaning of the f,igure:

"I believe this government cannot endure, permanently half slave and

half free. I do not expect the Union to be dissolved — I do not expect

the house to fall — but I do expect it will cease to be divided. It

will become all one thing, or all the other," As these words sped across

the land in daily and weekly newspapers, the people of the country began

to realize that a national leader was emerging on the Illinois prairies.

Imagery bore the man to the people. In America's "great variety" of

local institutions Lincoln perceived, not "matters of discord," but the

making of a house united, not divided.

The house figure fascinated Lincoln, as it did his hearers,

and he used it again and again with remorseless pertinacity. In a

fragmentary note for a speech he jotted do^m yet another comment on

Louglas: "He shirks the responsibility of pulling the house down, but

he digs under it that it may fall of its own weight."





LINCOLN'S IMAGERY - 9 -

When Lincoln took the oath of office a second time, he kissed

the Bible at a passage in Isaiah that contained the words: "Whose

arrows are sharp, and all their "bows bent, their horses* hoofs shall

be counted like flint, their wheels like a whirlxd.nd," In the imagery

of Lincoln there were the sharp arrow, the bent bow, the beat of the

hoof, the flint, and, if not the wheels of the whirlwind, at any rate

the wings of an imagination. The passage was apposite to a mind which,

in its unending and flexible imagery, was in command of the "parts of

speech," consistently, but tTith advancing force, making language serve

its needs with vividness and precision.

* « * *

October, 1958
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No one would wish to attempt to increase the stature of Lincoln

by claiming for him attributes he did not possess. Indeed it is

refreshing to the student of Lincoln* s life as it is to the casual

reader to find that one who excelled in so many things was so fond of the

music that was popular id-th the average man of his time, ¥e would not,

if we could, take this common touch away from him. It is, of course,

beyond argument that he found great enjoyment in the ballads and the

minstrel songs so carefully sought out and recorded by Jolin Lair, He

Trjrites that if "Lincoln could not himself produce music, he had a

soul for its appreciation. He xjas a great lover of music if not a

lover of great music,"

If we were to presume that the 50-odd musical selections

mentioned by Abraham Lincoln's contemporaries as having been heard or

favored by him constituted the full extent of his inusical appreciation.
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we would have to conclude, as does Mr. Lair in "Songs Lincoln Loved,"

that "he had no fondness for the classics. For reasons that seem

persuasive to me, I for one do not agree with Mr. Lair's limitations

of Lincoln's musical tastes.

Lincoln was very modest about all his abilities and his

personal appearance, but in matters concerning letters, the arts and

music, his modesty became downright self-depreciation. But from a few

shreds of evidence, we discover that on occasion, at ]£ast, he cou3d

exert sound critical judgment. In acknowledging the gift of a statuette

in l86Ii from John Rogers, its scuJLptor, Lincoln wrote, "I cannot claim

to be a judge in such matters," and goes on to term the group "very

pretty and suggestive and, I should think, excellent as a piece of art,"

Qualified critics, in agreement with Lincoln, point out how easily he

might have over-elaborated his praise. In his letter to the well-known

Shakespearian actor, James H. Hackett, Lincoln is apologetic: "For one

of iT^ age, I have seen very little of the drama"—though it is

generally agreed that he knew the theatre well and attended whenever

he had the opportunity to do so. Those who were close to him testify

that he had committed a number of Shakespeare's plays to memory

»

Despite his real knowledge of the plays, after stating he preferred

the King's soliloquy to Hamlet's "To be or not to be," he asks

Hackett 's pardon for "this small attempt at criticism." Some

students of "Hamlet" have agreed with Lincoln's preference*
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I have not been able to find any positive evidence that

Lincoln disliked the classics. To his friends and contemporaries, like

VJard Hill Lamon whose musical abilities were bounded by wholly popular

"little ditties," he was considered a lover of their simple repertoire*

Since Lincoln seemed to hold William Knox's poem "Immortality" in

equal embrace \rith "Macbeth," it is irresistible to argue that he would

have liked the music of Mozart no less than "Kathleen Mavourneen,"

B, H» Haggin suggests interestingly enough in his book, "Music for the

Man Mio Enjoys 'Hamlet,*" that if one is not as susceptible to a

Beethoven sonata as to a play by Shakespeare, it is only because one

is not so familiar Tidth the music as with the drama

»

This brings us to the fact that Lincoln had little opportunity

to learn to love great music, for he could have heard none in

Kentucky and Indiana » Even in his later years in Illinois, on his

occasional out-of-state trips on political missions, and during his

years in Washington as a Congressman and as President, the occasions

on which he could have heard such music were few and far between,.

So that we may place Lincoln's musical tastes in perspective,

we must realize that it was not until 1825, when he was l6 years old,

that Nevj York heard its first Italian opera—"The Barber of Seville";

that the New York Philhamionic Society was not founded until I81i2

when he was 33 j and the country's first formal chamber music

organization, the Mendelssohn Quintet, gave its first performance

in Boston in 1850, vhen he was Ul»
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lt is as tanpting as, of course, it is fruitless to speculate

as to vjhat Lincoln's musical tastes would have been had he been born

and brought up in New York, Philadelphia, Boston, Cincinnati or Mew

Orleans vihere operas and concert music were often heard and mere the

uell-to-do in their homes could indulge their trained musical

appetites.

VJe know how zealously Lincoln sought out great books and made

them so much his o\m. that they became a living part of his intellectual

processes. It can be assumed that the yo\ing man who could delight as

he did in the majestic poetrj'' of the Bible, Shakespeare and Homer,

would have had equal appreciation for the music of Mozart, Beethoven

and Bach had it been available to him. If, as has been said so well,

his reading helped Lincoln to become one of the lords of language, then

surely the repeated hearing of their compositions would have helped

him to become a master of music*

Indeed the contrast between his Icnown musical and literary

favorites not only underscores the fact that the enjoyment of great

music is a communal act, while the enjoyment of reading is a solitary

one, but it also brings into focus some aspects of life in the

Frontier while he grew up«

a saying popular with the American pioneers—"Guns and grub

are easier packed than tarradiddle and tub"—was used to explain the

Spartan furnishings of their homes. These words or something like

them must have been spoken by many a man to his wife as she bade a

tearful farewell to her "nice" things before moving from the Eastern
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Seaboard to new lands: over the Cumberland Trail to settle Kentucky,

Indiana and Illinois, and later to trickle out over the prairies and the

deserts across the mountains to the far Pacific.

Left behind with the ottoman, what-not, pictures, gewgaws

and mirrors "were the larger instruments of the orchestra, the piano,

the melodeon and their printed music. Only the fiddle, flute and the

small guitar might have been snugged down among the blankets, kettles

and bare necessities of life. Even the banjo would have been missing

when the Lincolns first moved into Indiana from Kentucky, for it was

not invented until 1831. Those who could play these few instruments

had memorized their small repertories of traditional folk songs, the

mournful ballads, simple hymns and the ever popular nonsense songs

that we know Lincoln heard over and over again as he grew older»

First editions of most of the forty-odd songs established

as Lincoln's favorites are in the archives of Broadcast Music, Inc.,

in New York, They are all attractive, albeit most of them are

curiously sad and melancholy.

John Lair lists in his book no song as being a favorite of

Lincoln for which he has not found some trustxrorthy source, Kmong

those that are still popular today are "Barbara iillen, " "Ben Bolt,"

"Dixie's Land," "Gentle iinnie," "Hail Columbia," "Home, Sweet Home,"

"The Blue Tail Fly," "Lorena," "Old Dan Tucker," "Rock Me to Sleep,

Mother," and "Turkey in the Straw."-
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From a practical standpoint, however, it is difficult to

believe that Lincoln, with his love for the sentimental, vjould not

have been equally as fond of many of the charming songs that appeared

during his life, such as "Woodraan, Spare that Tree," "Annie Laurie,"

"The Old Arm Chair," "Long, Long Ago," "Old Folks At Home" and "Old

Kentucl^ Home,"

There are many indications that as opportunity offered

itself, he made every effort to hear all the music he could. While

serving as a member of Congress in I8I18, Lincoln attended some of the

concerts given by the Marine Band on the Capitol grounds. In a letter

to his wife dated July 2 of that 3''es.r, he mentions that interest in

them is "dwindling down to nothing." What sort of music xjas performed

there we have not so far discovered, but it was probably a combination

of arrangements of the classics and the popular..

On Lincoln* s trip to his inauguration he went to the opera

in Nei'j York to hear Verdi *s "Ballo in Maschera," Eyewitnesses said

he enjoyed the performance and applauded vigorously, A few months

later, at a concert in the Navj?- Yard in Washington, he was to hear

Dodsworth's famous band give a rendition of a fantasy on that opera

together xd.th the finale of "La Traviata," the Miserere from "II

Trovatore" and Mendelssohn's "I Would That lly Love»" Among operas

that he heard were Gounod* s "Faust" and Boieldieu*s "La Dame Blanche,"

Mr, and rfrs, Lincoln made it a habit to invite to the VJhite

House many of the famous artists v;ho appeared in VJashington* On one

such occasion he told /idelina Patti that he had heard her sing as a
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child prodigy, probably in Chicago, In her reminiscences of that

occasion, Patti mentions only one song of her program, "Home, Svieet

Home," though it is difficult to believe she did not also offer at

least some of her brilliant arias as well,

William H, Tovmsend once saw a letter written by an officer

(he believes it was General Schurz) who wrote of jDlaying the piano

for Lincoln at the White House, Lincoln told him how much he was

moved by the music.

There are some who believe that Lincoln's oi-m testimony

should be accepted as indication of his musicality* They point, for

example, to the report made by the vrell- known singer, Lillie De

Hegermann-Lindencrone, of her meeting at the White House. The

President told her that "music is not much in vr^ line, but when you

sing, you warble yourself into a man's heart,,I thinlc I might become

a musician if I heard you often, but so far I know only two tunes*"

He said that one was "Hail Columbia" and that he remembered that

because he had to stand up and remove his hat when it was sung*

Asked about the other one, he hedged a bit concerning the title,

saying merely—with a smile—that it was the song for which he did

not have to stand up. It is my opinion that this conversation should

not be taken too literally, but as further indication of Lincoln's

self-depreciation*

Many who have studied his x^rritings and his life are in

agreement that his tremendous sensitivity alone would inevitably

have led him to the fullest appreciation of the music of Bach^
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Beethoven and Mozart, It is to be hoped that continuing research into

the manuscripts and memoirs of Lincoln's contemporaries will lead to

further evidence in support of these logical contentions., and reveal

even more clearly the man v/ho is the most unforo,3ttable American

the Norld has known*

*/ s* \/
•Jr" •«.- •!»-•«• -R- -vc vr •><

October, 1958
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\ifhen Abraham Lincoln's two young secretaries called him "the

American," as they soroBtimes did in talking with each other, they

touched on a major element of Lincoln's success. Few other Americans

have equaled Abraham Lincoln's power to evoke and define the enduring

articles of American democratic faith, as in his Gettysburg Address,

With his love of homespun yarns, his frontiersman's disregard of caste

and ceremony, his tolerance, his lean and sinex^ physique, he seemed

to embody the national character as well as the national ideal. This

was true in a sense not often realized — perhaps because of Lincoln's

rural i^bringing arid small-town rise. Like his countrymen, Lincoln was

fascinated by the new age of science and technology.

He had qualities of mind that would have served a scientist

or an engineer. As a la\jyer, he made good use of a tenacious and accitrate

memory. He had a deliberate and analyrtical way of thinking, "I am never
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easy when I am handling a thoiight," ha said once, "till I have bounded

it north, bDunded it south, bounded it east, and bounded it west,"

Such a mind felt the pull of mathematics* Largely self-

educated, he mastered the six books of Euclid after his first term in

Congress. Riding the judicial circuit in Illinois, he would pull out his

volume of Euclid and study it by candlelight while his colleagues snored

in the same hotel room. Euclidean turns of phrase found their way into

some of Lincoln's greatest utterances. "The principles of Jefferson,"

he would say, "are the definitions and axioms of free society." Even

in his masterpiece, the Gettysburg Address, he made memorable use of

the mathematical term "proposition."

Like his countrymen, Lincoln preferred applied science to pure

theory. To be sure, living most of his life in half-tamed wilderness

or prairie town, he missed early contact with certain technological ad-

vances. The White House ^Jas only six years ahead for him when gas lights

first flared through the darkness of Springfield's main square. Once,

while following the judicial circuit, he went to a little show at a local

school and afterward rambled on by the fire about the electrical machine,

the magic lantern and other scientific toys he had seen there. His fellow

lawyers were not impressed. They had known about those things as school-

boys. "Yes," said Lincoln sadly, "I now have an advantage over you, for

the first time in ny life seeing those things which are, of course,

common to those who had, what I did not, a chance at an education while

they were young."
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Nevertheless, during the 1850 's, the machine age began to take

hold in Springfield. Steam engines hissed and pounded in its mills,

machine-made clothes piled up on its counters, reapers clattered over its

surrounding farms. As he walked along a street one day in I856, Lincoln

paused in fascination to examine a self-raking reaper, the first he had

ever seen. His supple mind traced, in imagination, the complex evolutions

of sickle, revolving rake and reels; and presently he was explaining it

all to the little group of spectators aroimd him. A few months later, he

stopped to watch a young telegrapher at work, and he asked questions

until he understood the workings of the instrument: the key, the making

and breaking of the circuit, the electromagnet. What he could not see

in Springfield, he tried to find out from a yearbook of technology and

science, the "Annual of Scientific Discovery." "I have wanted such a

book for years," he told his partner, "because I sometimes make experi-

ments and have thoughts about the physical world that I do not know to

be true or false, I may, by this book, correct my errors and save time

and expense." Thus, by keeping his eyes open to the world around him,

by asking shrewd questions and by reading intelligently, Abraham Lincoln

learned much more about the new machine age than the world at large gave

him credit for knowing.

And he was more than just an interested bystander. In his

twenties, he worked for a few months as a surveyor, studying geometry

and trigonometry, bounding farms and mapping towns with neat lines and

clear, careful script, learning to respect the painstaking accuracy of
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engineering. Later, when he became a lawyer, patent cases were one of

his specialties; and in them, his analytical mind and taste for mechan-

ics served his clients well, I'Vom his legal work for railroads came

his greatest successes as a lawyer, and with them a further insight into

the impact of technology on human life. One case, which involved the

question of whether a certain railroad bridge across the Mississippi vbls

a n^nace to navigation, required Lincoln to apply the principles of

fluid mechanics. He won the case, the bridge stood, the trains crossed,

and the trade of plains and prairies went to the North instead of the

South.

During Lincoln *s single term in Congress, he visited the model

rooms of the United States Patent Office and stared in amazement at the

variety of offspring to which American ingenuity had already given birth:

the screw propeller, the turret lathe, the sewing machine, the rotary

printing press and hundreds of other devices. A year or two later, he

patented an invention of his own for buoying vessels over shoals. On

each side of the craft were to be great collapsible chambers which could

be expanded ty an ingenious system of ropes and pulleys and forced down

into the river to buoy up the boat. But Lincoln did little or nothing

to promote his invention, and so his little wooden model remains today

as the sole physical product of his notion.

As his political career developed, Lincoln did not forget

about science and technology. In 1859 he made a speech at a state fair

in Wisconsin in which he outlined his ideas about the proper design for
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a steam plow. In that same year he wrote and delivered a lecture on

"Discoveries and Inventions." The lecture was not well received by the

public, and this reaction mortified Lincoln. Nevertheless, a few weeks

before his death, he mentioned the lecture to a scientist friend of his,

Louis Agassiz, "When I get out of this place," Lincoln said wistfully,

"1*11 finish it up, perhaps, and get a friend of mine to print it some-

where." And despite the failure of his lecture, Lincoln was asked to

decide a disputed point by a convention of surveyors who met in Spring-

field.

As President, Lincoln showed the same zest for mechanical novel-

ties he had manifested at the little show on the Illinois circuit.

Inventors flocked to the White House to see him. Hundreds of them wrote

letters describing their inventions. Lincoln always received them with

sympathy and perception. As President during a war for national sur-

vival and for the vindication of democracy, Lincoln necessarily dealt

mostly with advances in military technology. He had his own private

proving grounds in the form of a vacant lot near the White House, where

he would try out the latest ideas in breechloading rifles. Once he

narrowly escaped death, along with the Secretaries of State and Treasury,

when an experimental rocket exploded in its launching stand while they

looked on. He combined relaxation with the good of the nation by attending

many trials of new cannon, armor, explosive mines, gunpowder and other

warlike inventions.

On one occasion, he took personal responsibility for a secret

project to develop a gunpowder using a chlorate compound in place of
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potassium nitrate or saltpeter* Until then. Great Britain had controlled

the supply of saltpeter, which came mostly from British India; and

Lincoln \ias worried about the possibility of an Anglo-American war. But

when technical difficultiss cropped up, and Chilean nitrates became

available, the project wag dropped.

President Lincoln and America's leading scientist of the time,

Joseph Henry, became close friends during the Civil War, Lincoln and

Henry worked together in evaluating new devices for night signaling.

Between them, they also introduced the first successful military air

force in American history: the reconnaissance balloons of a Vermont

aeronaut named Thaddeus Lowe. Lincoln received the first telegraphic

message from Lowe's balloon, and he watched an ascent from the White House

grounds. By 1862 Lowe had seven balloons in operation, and his tele-

graphic reports during the battles of Fair Oaks and Gaines's Mil were

of great value to the Union Army,

Lincoln encouraged the building of a submarine by a Frenchman

named De Villeroi, who had conducted many submarine experiments at Nantes

when Jules Verne was a boy there, and who was probably the inspiration

for Captain Nemo in Verne's famous "Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the

Sea." Another friend of Lincoln was Christopher Spencer of Hartford,

Connecticut, inventor of a famous and highly successful repeating rifle,

and the probable model for ykrk Twain's "Connecticut Yankee in King

Arthur's Court." Lincoln became enthusiastic about the Spencer rifle,

tried it out several times in the White House grounds and took the
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responsibility for introducing it into the Union Army, The Spencer rifle

helped to shorten the war.

Lincoln found airaisement in some impracticable devices, such as

steam centrifugal cannon. But most of the ideas backed by the President

were good ones. Lincoln did more than ar^ other official to introduce

breecliloading rifles into the army. He gave the first government order

for machine guns. He backed breechloading and rifled cannon, flamethrowers,

armored warships and other weapons which might have shortened the terrible

Civil War still more, had he not been impeded by stubborn bureaucrats in

the ordnance department.

Seeing all these new weapons, Lincoln would have understood the

forebodings of young Henry Adams, son of Lincoln's minister to Great Britain,

In 1862, Henry Adams wrote his brother in the Union Ariry: "Man has mounted

science, and is run away with. Some day science may have the existence of

mankind in its power, and the human race commit suicide by blowing up the

world." But though understanding young Adams, Lincoln would have preferred

to hope, as the magazine "Scientific American" put it that same year, that

"aided by the discoveries of science, we shall reduce the art of war to a

fruitless struggle."

Even with a fierce civil war as the central problem of his

administration, Lincoln did not lose touch entirely iJith advances in peace-

ful technology. In 1862 Lincoln acted on the appeal of Samuel Morse,

inventor of the telegraj^, to save a fine scientific library captured
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in South Carolina, Instead of being dispersed by auction, the library-

was placed by Lincoln in the keeping of Joseph Henry as Secretary of the

Smithsonian Institution.

President Lincoln came to know men like Cyrus Field, who carried

through the project of a transatlantic telegraph cable, and Herman Haupt,

a pioneer in the theory of bridge construction. By appointing Christopher

Sholes as a collector of customs, Lincoln helped Sholes perfect the first

successful typewriter. During the war Lincoln also met an American

citizen named Laszlo Chandos, who had become a highly esteemed chemist

in Russia; and the President once took a boat ride on the Potomac to see

the demonstration of a new type of electric arc light invented by an

Englishman named John Thomas VJay,

A few weeks before Lincoln *s tragic death, a reporter for the

"Scientific American" interviewed him in the White House, "In the midst

of the many cares that press upon the President," reported the interviewer,

"he is not indifferent to the claims of our inventors. Himself an inventor

and patentee, he readily discerns the intrinsic value of all good inventions,

not only to the public service, but also in their application to the in-

dustrial arts generally, and he will do all in his power to encourage

and to promote the progress of these arts, by sanctioning all wise legis-

lation in behalf of inventors."

Though war had claimed most of Abraham Lincoln's thoughts and

energies for four terrible years, he could still foresee the contributions

peaceful technology would make in future years to the realization of his
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long-cherished dream: "the progressive improvement in the condition

of all men everywhere,"

* * Hi * Jif

October, 1958
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If a modern poll organization had existed at the beginning of the

American Civil War in 1861 and if it had asked which President of the rival

governments would make the greater war director, what answer would it have

received? Undoubtedly the average informed observer would have predicted that

the head of the Southern states would outshine his Northern opponent. Such a

judgment seemod justified by the backgrounds of the two men.

Jefferson Davis, President of the Confederate States, was a graduate

of the United States Military Academy at West Point, then the only advanced

military school in the country. He had served as a combat officer in the

Mexican War, and he had been Secretary of War in President Franklin Piercers

Cabinet. Abraham Lincoln had had no military education sjad no military exper-

ience, except for a brief and inconsequential interlude as a militia captain in

a small Indian war.

And y«5t Li?Dcoln tui.ned out to be a great war director and Davis a

mediocre one. The war records of the two executives demonstrate better than any
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other example in history the truth of one of Clausewitz's dicta. The great

German had said that an acquaintance with military affairs was not the principal

qualification for a director of war but that "a remarkable, superior mind and

strength of character" were more important. Fortunately for the cause of

American nationality, these were qualities that Lincoln possessed in eminent

degree.

The American Constitution clearly stated that the President was

the commander-in-chief of the armed forces, Thi^ Lincoln's authority to direct

the Northern war effort was almost unlimited. But the command system with which

he had to work was loosely and inadequately organized; in fact, in the modern

sense it was not a ^stem at all. In the entire military organization there

was no agency charged with the function of planning strategy or of integrating

strategy with national policy.

The army possessed a body known as the "general staff," but it bore

little resemblance to a modern staff. The members were the heads of the

bureaus in the War Department: the quartermaster general, the chief of

ordnance, the adjutant general, and others. Its work was completely technical

and administrative, and each bureau head went pretty much his own way with little

supervision ftom above.

Presiding over the staff and the rest of the army organization was the

general in chief, the general officer with the senior comnri.ssion. In 1861 the

occupant of this position was Winfield Scott, who was 75 years old and in snch

bad health that he could hardly walk.

Scott I'las one of the two officers in the service who before the war

had commanded men in numbers l^irge enough to be called an army; the other was
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John E, Wool, who was two years older than Scott ^ And the anry that Scott had

led in tha Mexican War (I846) numbered only 14,000 men. Small as this force had

been, it was the largest aggregation of troops that the younger officers—except a

few who had visited Europe—had ever seen. Not one of the junior officers had

directed the evolutions of as large a unit as a brigade.

Most members of the officer corps were able, after the war began, to

adjust their thinking to the requirements of the mass armies that came into being.

But they had great difficulty in altering their concepts of strategy to meet the

realities of modern war. Most Merican officers were trained in the 18th-

century tradition of war. War was something that was fought between armies end

that did not involve civilian societies; it should be directed by professional

soldiers without interference by political officials; and it could be so con-

ducted—by adept maneuver—that victory would result without a showdown batt3.e.

If there had to be a decisive engagement, itoerican soldiers thought

it should be fought by the maxims laid down by Henri Jomini, the brilliant Swiss

who had served under Napoleon. According to Jomdni, or more accurately, according

to the American .Interpretation of him, the largest possible force should be concenr

trated at one point for one big effort against the enemy.

Most of Lincoln's generals could not understand that many of Jomini *s

ideas did not apply to their war. In a country as large as the United States and

with the Nortil enjoying a distinct numerical superiority, it was possible to mount

two or more big offensives simultaneously. And the first Northern generals

failed to realize that in a democracy and in a modern war the civilian author-

ities would insist, and rightly so, on having a voice in the corduct of the

conflict.

P
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Almost iMnediately Lincoln demonstrated that he possessed great

natural powers as a strategist. His very first acts were bold and imaginative

moves for a man dealing with military questions for the first time. He grasped

the importance of naval warfare, and proclaimed a naval blockade of the South.

He saw that hianan and material resources were on his side, and called for the

mobilization of over 400,000 men. He understood the advantage that numbers gave

the North, and—-contrary to Jominian strategy—-urged his generals to maintain

a constant and relentless pressure on the whole line of the Confederacy until a

weak spot was found and a breakthrough could be made. And departing from 18th-

century concepts, he realized that the principal objective of his armies was to

seek contact with the Confederate armies and not to occupy Southern territory.

During the first three years of the war, Lincoln performed many

of the functions that in a modern command system would be assigned to the chief

of the general staff or to the joint chiefs of staff. He framed policy, devised

strategy, and even on occasion directed tactical movements. For this he has

been criticized by some writers, who contend that he "interfered" too much with

matters outside his proper sphere. But in judging Lincoln's actions, it must be

remembered that he operated in the absence of a fonnal command system. If

Lincoln had not acted no action would have resulted.

Moreover, it was fortunate for the Union cause, in most cases, that

he interfered^ Many of his alleged interventions were nothing more than attempts

to force his generals to fight, to execute the role for which generals and armies

supposedly are created. Sometimes Lincoln erred—because he lacked technical

military knowledgre or because he neglected such mundane problems as supplies and

transportation. Eyt the vital point is that even when he was wrong he acted from
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a sound military basis: to make an offensive strategy more offensive. Conversely,

it may be said that Davis's great error was to interfere from a faulty basis: to

make a defensive strategy more defensive.

In the beginning months of the war, Lincoln naturally turned to old

1
General Scott for strategic counsel. H© soon discovered that Scott lacked the

i

j

qualities required in a general in chief. Asked by Lincoln to present an over-

all plan, Scott came up with a design that called for a naval blockade of the

Southern coast and the occupation of the Mississippi River line. The South would

be enfolded in a gigantic circle—and with the drawing of the circle Scott would

stop. The North could then sit back and wait for the besieged South to yield.

This was the famous "anaaonda plan" to squeeze the Confederacy into

submission. Although it had obvious merits (the blockade and the Mississippi

line became staple items in Northern strategy), it also had basic defects. For

one thing, the plan would be a long time in making its possible effects felt.

i/iiQf& important, it represented, as Lincoln the civilian saw, the one-weapon or

the one-service idea of war. No single strategic procedure was going to win

the Civil War.

By November of 1861 Scott had been persuaded to retire. To the

post of general in chief Lincoln named George B, McClellan, who was also the

field commander of the principal Federal army in the Eastern theater. The young,

35-year'Old McClellan demonstrated almost immediately that he did not possess the

abilities to plan and direct the movements of a number of armies. At Lincoln's

request, he too prepared a strategic design. He proposed that an array of 273,000

men be placed under his command in the Eastern theater. The navy would land
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this host on the Virginia coast, ftom whence McClellan would march i•n^Piln^\ and

capture Richmond, the Confederate capital. In a series of edjiilar operations, the

army would conquer and occupy the entire Eastern seaboard of the Confederacy.

On almost every count, the plan was defective. It demanded too much

of available resources. The government could not have assembled that many men in

one theater, or housed and fed them if assembled. Nor did the sea transport

exist to take the troops where McClellan wanted to operate, McClellan' s scheme,

calling for a supreme concentration of effort in one theater, was a complete

example of Jominian strate^, Lincoln must have been amazed when he read the

documBnt, which he filed safely away without comment.

Outside of this proposal, McClellan indulged in no general strategic

planning worthy of the name. When he took the field in the spring of 1862,

Lincoln relieved him as general in chief on the grovmds that one mian could not

direct an anny engaged in active operations and at the same time plan moves for

other armies. The President did not appoint another officer to the position

until July.

In the ijiterim Lincoln acted as his own general in chief. There can

be little doubt that by this time he had come to have serious misgivings about

the professional soldiers. Inclined at first to defer too much to their opinions,

he now felt a g^o^dJlg confidence in his own powers to decide military questions,

and he was perhaps a little too ready to impose his opinions on the generals.

Nevertheless, in this period Lincoln did not presume to dispense

completely with e:q)ert advice. Secretary of War Stanton had convened an agency

known as the Army Board, consisting of the heads of the bureaus in the War

Department. This wa3 only the general staff brought together under a chair-

Bian, but the transformation of the bureau chiefs into a collective body was a
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forward step in command. Lincoln frequently consulted ttia Board before arriving

at an important decision.

Despite his increasing doubts about soldiers, Lincoln seemed to sense

that there was something wrong in the existing arrangement. He, a civilian, was

doing things that should be done by a military man. Again he decided to fill

the post of general in chief. In July, 1862, he named to the position Henry

W, Halleck, who had been a departmental commander in the Western theater.

General Halleck seemed to be the ideal man for the job. Before

the war he had been known as one of the foremost American students of the art of

war, the translator of Jomini into English and an author in his own right. More-

over, he had been a capable departmental administrator, Lincoln intended that

Halleck should be a real general in chief, that he should, imder the authority

of the President, actually plan and direct operations.

At first Halleck acted up to his role—but not for long. His great

defect was that he disliked responsibility. He delighted to provide technical

knowledge and to advise, but he shrank ftom making decisions. Gradually he

divested himself of his original function and deliberately assimied the part of an

adviser and an informed critic,

Halleck' s refusal to perform the requirements of his position forced

Lincoln to act again as general in chief, but he kept Halleck as titular head of

the office. The President had discovered that Halleck could do cne valuable

service for hiiii—in the area of military communications. Often Lincoln and his

generals had had serious mj.sunderstandings because, almost literally, they spoke

different languages, Lijacoln the words of the lawyer-politician and the generals

the jargon of the military. Halleck had lived in both the civil and the military
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worlds, and he could speak the language of both. Increasingly Lincoln came

to entrust the framing of his directives to Halleck.

In those years of lonely responsibility when Lincoln directed the

war effort he grew steadily in stature as a strategist. Usually he dis-

played greater strategic insight than most of his commanders. But he was

;d.lling, as he had been earlier, to yield the power to frame and control

strategy to any general who could demonstrate that he could do the job — if

he could find the general. By 1864 both he and the nation were certain they

had found the man — Ulysses S. Grant. And in that year the United States

finally achieved a modem command system to fight a modern war.

In the system arrived at in 1864, which was the joint product of

Lincoln and Corgress, Grant was named general in chief, charged with the

function of planning and directing the movements of all Union armies.

Grant, because he disliked the political atmosphere of Washington, estab-

lished his headquarters with the field array in the Eastern theater, but did

not technically command that army. In the new arrangement Halleck received

a new office, "chief of staff," He was not, however, a chief of staff in

today's sense of the term. Primarily he was a channel of communication

between Lincoln and Grant and between Grant and the 17 departmental com-

manders under Grant. The perfect office soldier, he had found at last his

proper niche.

As general in chief, Grant justified every belief in his capaci-

ties. He possessed in superb degree the ability to think of the war in

over-all terms. But his grand plan of operations that ended the war was

partly Lincolnian in concept. Grant conformed his strategy to Lincoln's

known ideas: hit the Confederacy from all sides with pulverizing blows and
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make enemy armies the main objective. The general submitted the broad

outlines of his plan to Lincoln, and the President, trusting in Grant, ap-

proved the design without seeking to know the details.

The 1864 command system embodied the brilliance of simplicity: a

commander in chief to lay down policy and grand strategy, a general in chief

to frame specific battle strategy, and a chief of staff to coordinate infor-

mation. It contained elements that later would be studied by military

leaders and students in many nations, Abraham Lincoln, without fully realiz-

ing his part, had made a large and permanent contribution to the story of

command organization.

'r V ^ ^F ^r

October, 1958
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Lincoln's home life was a "domestic hell," according to his lav

partner, William H. Hemdon. In Hemdon's view, Lincoln never really

loved his id.fe, Mary Todd, His one true love was the backwoods beauty

Ann Rutledge, whom he knew and courted when a young man in New Salem,

Illinois, After Ann's untimely death he never ceased to grieve for her.

He finally took Mary Todd as his wife only because she trapped him into

marriage. Indeed, he failed to appear at his own wedding the first time

it was scheduled. Once the wedding finally was held, he became a hen-

pecked husband. Often he was saddled with the care of the children she

bore him, and he looked after them in an affectionate, over-indulgent,

and abstracted way. His unhappiness at home helped to account for his

eventual rise to fame. To get away from his ill-tempered wife, he de-

voted himself to the law and to politics far more seriously than he
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otherwise would have done. Had it not "been for Mrs. Lincoln, he might

never have set out on the path that led to the presidency, and so the

American people owe her a debt of gratitude.

That version of Lincoln's marriage is far from the true one,

"but it must "be mentioned because it appears in countless stories, plays,

movies, and radio and television programs, as well as works ostensibly based

upon historical fact. It is still widely believed. Yet Hemdon, the man

responsible for it, though he worked with Lincoln in their Springfield

law office for 17 years, never set foot inside the Lincoln house and

never heard Lincoln speal^ of his feelings toward either Ann Rutledge

or Mary Todd. Hemdon based his account on his own "intuition" and on

the remembered gossip of some of Lincoln's New Salem and Springfield

acquaintances

•

When, after Lincoln's death, Herndon first told his story of

the Ann Rutledge romance, Mrs. Lincoln declared she had never heard of

Ann, "My husband was truth itself," the widow protested, "and as he

always assured me he had cared for no one but myself ... I shall . . .

remain firm in my conviction that Ann Rutledge is a myth — for in all

his confidential conmunications such a romantic name was never breathed."

Of course, Ann Rutledge was not entirely a myth, for she actually lived —

and died. But Lincoln's affection for her was exaggerated beyond all

reality in the recollections of some of those who had known her.

In truth, Lincoln did not desert Mary Todd on her wedding day,

though he did break his engagement to her and afterward was reluctant

to renew it and go through with the marriage. The reason was not that
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he doubted his love for her but rather that he feared he could not make

her happy. She was nearly ten years younger than he and was in many

ways his exact opposite. She was gay, quick-witted, and talkative, some-

times charming, sometimes shai*p-tongued. A member of an aristocratic

Kentucky family, she was better educated than most young ladies of her

time and place. In Springfield, where she lived with a married sister,

she had plenty of admirers, and her sister advised her that she could

do much better than to marry a man so awkward, ill-bred, and unpromising

as Lincoln. Yet the headstrong Mary, in love with him, quickly accepted

when he proposed. At the wedding he indicated his devotion to her by

placing on her finger a ring on the inside of which were engraved the

words: "Love is eternal."

The married life of the Lincolns lasted about twenty-two and

a half years. During the last few of those years Lincoln unquestionably

had serious difficulties with his wife. She seemed to lose her sense of

values, at least money values, and ran into embarrassing debts. And she

staged some painful scenes of wifely Jealousy. In I865, for example, when

she with her husband was visiting Grant *s army near Richmond, she flew

into a rage when she learned that he had ridden side by side with two

officers* wives at a military review.

By that time, Mary was no longer quite herself. She had

suffered unbearable afflictions in the death of her favorite son, in

the ironies of war that made enemies of Kentucky relatives and friends,

and in the unfair criticisms of her as mistress of the White House.
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These experiences aggravated her nervousness, her feelings of insecurity,

her lack of self-control. She was "beginning to show signs of the in-

seuiity which was to engulf her in the lonely years of her widowhood

after her husband had "been murdered at her side. In that long time of

sadness the thing she treasured most was the memory of her love for him

and his love for her.

During the first 20 years or so of their marriage, Mr. and

Mrs. Lincoln had occasional tiffs* These sometimes were exacerbated

by her fits of temper, A Springfield neighbor recalled having once

seen Mary with a kitchen knife in her hand chasing her husband down the

street. Another neighbor, James Gourley, reported that at times "Mrs. L.

got the devil in her," and then Lincoln "would pick up one of his children

and walk off, would laugh at her, pay no earthly attention to her when

in that wild fiirious condition." But Gourley sympathized with Mrs.

Lincoln. He knew she was lonely by day and terrified by night during

Lincoln^ s long absences on the lawyer *s circuit. "She always said that

if her husband had stayed at home as he ought to that she could love

him better." Yet Gourley declared that "Mr, and Mrs, Lincoln were

good neighbors" and that most of the time they got along very well

with one another.

On the whole, the married life of the Lincolns for the first

20 years was pretty much like that of most normal, devoted American

couples of the mid-nineteenth century. Abraham and Mary were fond of

one another's company and missed each other when apart. There is ample

evidence of this in the letters the two exchanged in iQhQ, while he was
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a congressman in Washington and she, with their boys, was visiting rel-

atives in Kentucky, As parents, the Lincolns had a mutual affectionate

interest in the doings and the weIfsire of the children. Touchingly,

Mrs, Lincoln reassured their father that they had not forgotten him

during their absence from him.

Altogether, four sons were born to the Lincolns: Robert

Todd (l8i^3), Edward Baker (18I+6), William Wallace (1850), and Thomas,

known as Tad (1853), "I regret the necessity of saying I have no

daughters," Lincoln once wrote. For him, fatherhood brought other and

more serious disappointments than the nonappearance of a daughter.

Two of his sons died before him, one in Springfield and the

other in the White House. When little Eddie died, in I85O, Lincoln

sank into the depths of melancholy, from which he was saved by the

necessity of caring for the mother, even more shaken than he. After-

wards Lincoln rented a pew in the First Presbyterian Church and began

to attend religious services regularly for the first time in his life.

At the death of Willie, in I862, Lincoln grieved even more deeply —

as deeply as the boy's mother, though not so madly. Again and again

he shut himself in a room to weep alone. Nights he dreamed happy dreams

of Willie, then awal^ened to the joyless reality of day. Eagerly he

listened to the assurances of clergymen who came to tell him and his

wife that the boy was not dead, that he still lived, in heaven.

Of the remaining two boys, Lincoln found much companionship

in lovaMe^ li':?ping Tad, who became more precious than ever after Willie's
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death. Lincoln's concern for Tad (and his "belief in dreams) is shown

in a telegram he sent Mrs. Lincoln on June 9, l863« She had gone to

Philadelphia and had taken the 10-year-old boy with her. "Think you

had better put *Tad*s* pistol away," Lincoln said in the telegram. "I

had an ugly dream about him."

Lincoln was always rather remote in spirit from the first-

bom, Robert Todd, the only one of the children to survive to manhood.

Robert Todd Lincoln died in I926 after a distinguished career as

secretary of war (188I-I885), minister to England (1889-I893), and

president of the Pullman Company (l897-191l)« Somehow Robert never

learned to know and love his father. As a young man of 21, when asked

about the previous life of the newly famous Lincoln, Robert stated:

"My Father's life was of a kind which gave me but little opportunity

to learn the details of his early career. During my childhood and

early youth he was almost constantly away from home, attending courts

or making political speeches," Lincoln, it would seem, was practically

a stranger to this son of his# During all the years of Robert's adult

life he moved in the reflected light of his father's fame. It has been

suggested that Lincoln, dead, had more influence upon his eldest son

than ever while alive.

One can only speculate about the causes of the estrangement

between Lincoln and the boy. Robert may have been affected by

jealousy of his younger brothers. Before the first of them was born,

Robert had been the center of attention for nearly three years. The





LINCOLN, HUSBAND AND FATHER - 7 -

coming of a new baby may have been for him, as it has been for many an

erstwhile only child, a traumatic experience. Writing to a friend,

several months after the birth of Robert's brother, Lincoln casiially

noted that Robert had run away, had been found and whipped by his mother,

and was expected any minute to run away again. Even when Robert was at

that tender age, Lincoln seemed to have toward him an attitude somewhat

different from that of a proud and enthusiastic father. Referring to

the boy as rather short in stature and full of "mischief" and "animal

spirits," Lincoln ^\nrote as if with a touch of disapproval: "He is

quite smart enough. I some times fear he is one of the little rare-

ripe sort, that are smarter at about five than ever after."

The death of Robert's rival, Eddie, when Robert was seven,

seems to have caused the parents to be excessively lenient with the

next two children. These boys always did about as they pleased.

Herndon recalled that Lincoln sometimes brought one or both of them

in a little wagon down town with him and allowed them to play in the

law office. "The children — spoilt ones to be sure — would tear up

the office, scatter the books, smash up pens, spill the ink...." So

wrote Herndon, who often felt like wringing their necks.

Herndon considered Lincoln a rather ineffective parent,

entirely too weak in discipline. By the standards of the time, to

which Herndon adhered, Lincoln doubtless was insufficiently strict. By

the standards of the 20th century, with its "permissive" attitude toward

children, at least in the United States, he was\ good enough, easy-going
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father. Certainly he was fond of "both hoys and girls, and they of him.

In dealing ^d-th them he was sympathetic and understanding (though with

some qualifications in the case of his son Robert). During his struggles

as a rising la^Tyer and politician, and still more during his terrible

responsibilities as wartime President, his family was for him a joy and

a comfort that only he could adequately measure.

Undoubtedly there was a close connection between Lincoln's

home life and his public career. But it seems a mistake to suppose, as

Hemdon and others have done, that unhappiness at home sent Lincoln out

to achieve success in law and politics. Probably the true relationship

between his domestic and his public life was just the reverse. That is,

Lincoln to some extent neglected his family in his pursuit of political

success, and when at last he won the highest reward in American politics,

he brought upon his wife the unendurable strains of x/artime living in

the V/hite House. Thus his strivings as a public man were more a cause

than a result of his difficulties as a husband.

*****

October, 1958
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The river of Lincoln literature flows undiminished. From i860,

the year of Lincoln's nomination for his first term as President of the

United States of America, to the present, there have been few low-water

marks, but nimierous flood stages, testifying to the emotional, sometimes

idolatrous, hero-worship of writer and reading public. One must wonder

at the personality of the man which is the source of so much narrative,

speculation, and interpretation, as well as at the symbolic significance

which the Lincoln story has attained as a kind of national epic.

In spite of the good intentions of many biographers, the early

life of Lincoln never received an adequate and imderstanding treatment

until more than 5^ years after his death, at the hand of the poet Carl

Sandburg. Sandburg realized what others had failed to grasp — that
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knowledge of the early life of Lincoln is based so largely on the popular

opinion, anecdote, and detail of those who knew him, that if any of these

should be credited, all or nearly all of them should be woven into a

panoramic tapestry of frontier life.

Lincoln's popular reputation and conception have been largely

established in other forms of literature than biography and history. Poets

in every section of the country eulogized the martyr following his death;

probably no European except Napoleon has had more good poems , or more

bad ones, \7ritten about him.

The great Lincoln poems are still those written by his con-

temporaries, Walt Whitman's "\Jhen Lilacs Last in the Dooryard Bloom'd"

Herman Melville's "The Martyr," and James Russell Lowell's "Commemoration

Ode," but in later years a number of poets have written one of their best

about him — notably Edwin Arlington Robinson's "The Master," Edwin

Markham's "Lincoln, the Man of the People," John Gould Fletcher's

"Lincoln," Vachel Lindsay* s "Abraham Lincoln Walks at Midnight," and

Carl Sandburg's "The Long Shadow of Lincoln."

Novelists were somewhat slower to find Lincoln than the poets,

and he is a central character in no great novel, though a biographical

novel such as Irving Stone's "Love Is Eternal" (195^) achieves more than

most good novels of any genre.

Fe\T Lincoln dramas have value either as stage plays or as

literature, but John Drinkwater's "Abraham Lincoln" (1919) an<i Robert E.

Sherwood's "Abe Lincoln in Illinois" (1939) a^e exceptionally fine plays.
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the latter in spite of its incorrect emphasis on Lincoln's lack of ambition

and the role of Mary Lincoln as the gadfly stinging him to action.

To his contemporaries it seemed indeed a far cry from the prairie

Lincoln bom in a bacloraods log cabin to the President Lincoln who was

eulogized in I865 as his country's martyr. Even some of his friends

thought the ugly Illinois lawyer of very mediocre calibre when he was

nominated in 1860, but most of them came to praise him five years later

as the representative and greatest American,

Two classes of men were never able to comprehend Lincoln:

those who judged entirely by conventional standards of breeding or by

superficial sophistication, and those who were poisoned by political

hatred or blinded by etjotism and worship of their own opinions. An

absence of bias and a careful reading of his speeches, however, enabled

Lincoln's great literary contemporaries Ralph Waldo Emerson, James

Russell Lowell, Charles Eliot Norton, John Lothrop Motley, and others

to divine the remarkable genius of Lincoln even before most of his

close political associates and friends.

The conception of LincoiLn as a man of very ordinary talents

who became in five years of stress educated to a point of intellectual

greatness cannot hold. It was inevitable that Lincoln should grow and

change, but the essential elements of gi^atness which were generally

recognized after his death and canonization were, as evidenced in his

speeches and writing, certainly present in Lincoln prior to 1860,
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It is largely of two species of material, pure fiction and

folklore, that the first accoimts of the early life of Lincoln were

composed. The cycle of stories which revolve about his father and

mother, Thomas Lincoln and Nancy Hanks, passes through many strange

and sometimes contradictory phases. Nancy Hanks and the "boy Lincoln

have "become pure legend.

There was no agreement on the physical appearance of Lincoln's

mother, even among those who claimed to have known her. Lincoln's

purported statement, "All that I am, or hope to be, I owe to my angel

mother," has furnished the keynote of the Nancy Hanks legend perpetuated

in poetry and works of fiction. His father lived too long to have a

sentimental legend. Ee was apparently just such a man as were the

majority of his neighbors, -t-jlthout great ambition, but with a reputation

for strength of moral character.

The historical basis for the element of romantic love in the

Lincoln legend is almost nonexistent, but in the Ann Rutledge romance

there is sufficient concentration of fiction to make up for the lack of

facts. It was inevitable that this romantic story should arise, perhaps

because, if for no other reason, of the apparent lack of the very article

in Lincoln himself. The warm and fruitful domestic relationship between

Lincoln and his wife, Mary Todd, was well known to be on occasions cross

and common.

Thus, what v^as in reality, if in fact at all, an inconsequential

early romance between the 25-year-old Lincoln and a young girl in New

Salem, who died of chills and fever, was blown into an episode depicting
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Ann as Lincoln's only true love, whose death left him forever slirouded

in melancholy. All indications are that, although dismissed from

serious biography, this legend vrill never disappear from popular works.

On that Friday night, April lU, 1865, when John Wilkes Booth

crept into the President's "box at Ford's Theater and murdered Lincoln he

accomplished what he thouglit was a just revenge upon the man who had

"become, to his unbalanced mind, a monster responsible for all the evil

and disgrace which had befallen and would befall the beloved South, But

he accomplished far more; he gave the world a martyr and saint where it

had once bad a man.

The rail-splitter, the flatboatman, the teller of smutty jokes

was forgotten. The popular religious interpretation was that Lincoln *s

death vras to atone, even as Christ, for the sin of a nation. Although

it is known that Lincoln was never a member of any church, there is

throughout his works much general evidence of his faith in God, and

even of his definite conviction that he was a direct agent of the Lord.

To this extent Lincoln is certainly not miscast in the legend

of prophet, saint, and martyr, but the extent to which the legend goes

to exaggerate the element of the supernatural is ridiculous. Lincoln

had forecast in eaarly speeches such reforms as prohibition, woman's

rights, and the end of slavery, but so had numerous other speech makers

whose naines are now forgotten.

It is true that Lincoln had three dreams or visions fore-

shado^ring his death, not an uncommon psychological phenomenon, but

especially apropos in a legend. However one interprets these "mystical"
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data which are made much of in the legend, it is altogether fitting that

the Lincoln Memorial in Washington should be in the form of a temple to

a prophet, savior, and martyr, and that the sculptured figure enshrined

there should represent a mystical, brooding demigod, for Lincoln was

indeed something of a mystic as well as a very practical man.

If all the conspiracy of circumstances and events which cast

him at once into the sky should be set aside, and the political inter-

preters of Lincoln should be found false; still, the words of his Second

Ins.ugural Address inscribed on the memorial walls will be a kind of poetic

prophec^y and its author somewhat allied with God.

Lincoln *s two achievements most often extolled in verse as well

as prose within a few months after his assassination were the Emancipation

Proclamation and the preser^ration of the Union, The first of these is

still an enduring s^Tubol, a climax episode in the legend of the prophet

and martyr. In the United States praise of the emancipator has popularly

equaled that of the savior of the Union. Abroad, the emancipator over-

shadows all conceptions of Linco3ja save one, as a symbol representative

of individualism and personal democracy.

Although Lincoln was convinced throughout his early life that

slavery was morally wrong, he did not feel any of the zeal for its

abolition which was inspiring young men in New England, By I855 be had

gro-.vTL to hate the institution. He repeatedly attempted to influence

legislation in behalf of gradual, emancipation and compensation for the

slaveholders. In connection \T±th these plans, Lincoln proposed coloni-

zation for the freed Negroes in other countries.
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Many contemporaries criticized the Emancipation Proclamation

because it was limited to the states in rebellion and had no effect in

the loyal slave states. It could have no effect in the rebellious states

until the Union armies were victorious, which seemed a far cry in September

1862 when the Proclamation was first issued. For this reason some said

specifically that it was a piece of chicane; yet this act was to become

"the central act of Lincoln* s administration,"

Alexander Stephens, Vice President of the Confederacy, said that

the Union \rith Lincoln rose in sentiment "to the sublimity of a religious

mysticism/* Perhaps it did, but one thing Lincoln was practical rather

than mystical about; if the Union were destroyed neither he nor anybody

could abolish slavery in the foreseeable future.

Lincoln *s popular fame was increased in the first instance by

a considerable amount of campaign literature which held him up as the

veritable democrat and representative American. Lincoln literature has

enshrined this symbolism and developed the theme of Lincoln's new and

American type of genius, an epitome of the people and a genuine folk

hero. But above all, there is the undeniable genius of Lincoln, in-

controvertibly evidenced in his writings and his deeds, which must be

enslirined as somehow, mystically and uniquely, American.

History and literature are more nearly agreed in the evaluation

and interpretation of Lincoln thaif might be supposed. The bases for

estimates of Lincoln are often at variance, but the estimates themselves

are in most respects the same in their general teniis. Students of Lincoln

generally agree that he was the great man of his age.
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In spite of Carl Sandburg *s monumental "Abraham Lincoln; the

Prairie Years" (I926) and "Abraham Lincoln; the War Years" il9h^),

James G. Randall's scholarly multi-volime "Lincoln the President" (19^5-

55) and Benjamin P, Thomas' excellent one-volume "Abraham Lincoln" (1952)

there is as yet no version of Lincoln biography which can be accepted as

a final picture of both the private and the public Lincoln; but the

Lincoln who lives in the mind of the average American is not greatly

dependent upon the interpretation of the biographers, for he has become

a symbol and a myth even larger than his reality in life.

The remarkable thing about the mythos is that Lincoln was a

worthy man to be made into a symbol of justice, mercy, spiritual and

intellectual strength, or a symbol of democracy and freedom. The legend-

making propensities of the people of the United States have clothed him

in truths that the mere facts of his life could never otherwise have

attained. To paraphrase Shelley's differentiation between poetry and

history, there is this difference between a history and a legend, that

a history is a catalog of detached facts, which have no other connection

than time, place, circumstance, and cause, and effect; a legend is the

creation of actions according to the unchangeable forms of human natiire,

as existing in the mind of the creator, which is itself the image of all

other minds.

So in the legend of Abraham Lincoln, these very workings of

the poetic mind, whether of the folk or of the creative writer have

made — within a period of recorded history, printing presses, and
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modem methods of research — a myth which symbolizes the quest of a

people for their national identity, for liberty under law, and for a

mystical equality of all men in spite of differences. It is impossible

to conceive of a time when such a legend will lose its universal appeal.

As long as men aspire, the Lincoln story will be a source cf encourage-

ment and hope.

* * * + *

October, 1958
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Luring the 56 years of his life Abraham Lincoln never traveled

farther west than Council Bluffs, Iowa; he visited New England twice, and

twice ^ient down the Mississippi River to New Orleans by flatboat. Except

for a year and a half in Washington as Congressman, he spent most of the

time before he became President in three states: Kentucky, where he was

bom; Indiana, where he grew irp; and Illinois, where he settled in 1830,

The area associated with him in those States is so compact that it can

easily be covered in one day by automobile. Modem highways now go all

the way, but in Lincoln's time there were few roads and even those were

bad.

The route Lincoln traveled to greatness begins near Hodgenville,

Kentucky, where he was bom. There his father had bought a farm of

nearly 350 acres of hilly, semi -wild land. On it was an unfailing spring

in a small limestone cave. On the hill above this, Thomas Lincoln built
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the simple one-room cabin in which his son was bom. A huge oak tree,

used even then as a boundary marker, grew nearby. The young child must

have noticed its massive bulk towering against the sky. It still

flourishes, the only living thing in all that xdJ-derness area associated

with the infant Lincoln.

Today the U»S« Department of the Interior has established a

national park on the Lincoln birthplace farm, uell-tended la-WEBS replace

rough fields, and an imposing granite memorial stands on the hill where

Thomas Lincoln's cabin once stood. A broad flight of stone stairs leads

up to the memorial which houses a little cabin made of squared logs.

Despite tradition attaching to it, this is not the building, in which the

future President came into the world. The cabin, slightly smaller than

the original, measures 13 by 1? feet.

When the child was two years old, his father built a similar

cabin on a farm about 10 miles away. Here, on the banks of a small

mountain stream called Knob creek, little Abraham spent his early boy-

hood. Here he and his sister walked two miles to a one-room log school-

house in which the pupils recited their lessons out loud. No trace of home

or school remains, but the cabin of one of his boyhood friends and school

mates, Austin Gollaher, has been placed on the site of the second Lincoln

dwelling place. Nearby is a pool where this friend once saved the young

Lincoln from droxijning.

VJhen their son was seven years old the Lincolns moved to Indiana.

There they settled in the midst of a great forest where they first lived in

a "half-faced camp." This was a roughly built, three-sided shelter mth the
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open face kept heated by a huge x7ood fire which had to be kept going day

and night. Then Thomas Lincoln constructed a sturdy log cabin. His son,

helping hin and growing up in the forest, became an expert axman.

Because of his skill, he later became famous as "the Rail-Splitter

Candidate."

The Lincoln cabin had a fireplace made of rough stones. This,

and the four ground sills, which formed the foundation of the cabin,

have been reproduced in enduring bronze on the original site. Most of

this part of Indiana has long ago been cleared, so that open farm fields

replace the once-endless stretches of virgin forest. But the acres which

Thomas Lincoln owned have been allowed to remain as woodland. The cabin

site is in a lonely, tree-shadowed spot; on a slope above it is the grave

of Lincoln's mother who died in 1818 and was buried in the silent forest.

Near the public road is a park with a large white stone memorial building

decorated witli bas-reliefs portraying the life of the Lincoln family as

it migrated westx^ard.

^* 3p 3p

In 1828, Lincoln saw his first large cit^^, when he helped to

take a flatboat dox-m the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers to New Orleans. He

and his friends drifted leisurely doxmstream, passing pleasant river

toxijns tliat were later to become cities, v/hen he arrived in New Orleans,

Lincoln vdtnessed a spectacle that has now vanished from the world. As

many as 1,500 flatboats could be seen in the harbor there. River steamers

came and went, and oceans-going ships departed daily for Liverpool or

Havre. And in this city of nearly 50,000 people, where more of the
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inhabitants spoke French than English, and half the population was black,

slaves were sold in the public market.

Today New Orleans preserves some of the quaint, old-world charm

it had when Lincoln visited it more than a century ago. Stucco buildings

with iron-latticed balconies line the narrow streets of the French

quarter. But the rest of the modem city is very much like any other

American community of its size. Most of the shipping is gone from the

port. Passenger steamers on the Mississippi are hardly ever seen, and

only cargo ships and heavy freight barges lie alongside the once-bustling

vrfiarves.

*

Soon after Lincoln returned to his family, they decided to

move to Illinois, They went by wagon across the level prairies where

there then were no roads. They settled on a farm near Decatur, where

they survived a bitter winter in idiich the snow piled up in drifts 15

feet high. "When spring came, Lincoln left to take another flatboat to

New Orleans, On the way down the Sangamon River, the boat had to be

taken over a mill dam that had just been built at a recently established

town named New Salem. That was Lincoln's first glimpse of the pioneer

village in Illinois in v^ich he was to spend the next six years, for he

settled there after returning from this second trip to New Orleans.

New Salem was located on a tree-covered ridge overlooking the

river. Here a saw and grist mill had been built; log cabins, vAiich

served as houses, stores, and workshops stood on the crest of the ridge

to make a tiny community that was almost entirely self-sustained. The
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village people practiced the essential handicraft arts and trades which

they and their ancestors had developed over inany centuries in similar

sciall toxms fartlier east in Aperies, and in Etirope,

In 1837 Lincoln moved to nearby Springfield, which had just

been made the Illinois State capital. Kost of the other townspeople left

lieu Salem about the same tirae. The village soon decayed, and in 10

years the once-thriving comraunity reverted to overgrown wilderness* The

place remained deserted until 1918 when the state acquired it. The

actual work of restoring the village to the condition it was in Lincoln's

time began in 1932 • Today the toivn tliat played an importsjit part in

Abraham Lincoln's career is so perfect a replica of the original village

that hundreds of thousands of visitors who come there each year can see

just how the youjig Lincoln and his neiglibors lived.

The mill on the riverbank has been rebuilt" so has a wool-

carding factory in the center of the town. Even the complicated circular

treadmill by which a slowly moving ox supplied motive power to operate

the carding mach-ine has been reconstructed. So have the general stores

in which the future President once worked. The cooper shop is the only

building that stood there in Lincoln's time, but all the other structures

have been reproduced so accurately that New Salem todsQ/ looks just as

it did 150 years ago.

* * *

Springfield, Lincoln's next home, was hardly more than a
1

village in 1837* Work was started on the nex^r State Rouse then, and

tearas of 10 or 12 oxen began dragging great blocks of cut stone to the
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central square tliat was to be tlie focus of Lincoln's career for tlie ne:ct

23 years. During those years he sax'j the prairie village ^roTT into a

thriving state capital. New streets were laid out on wliich new houses

were built, and the horse-dra'wn stage coach was soon replaced by rail-

roads, while telegraph lines were built to tie once mdely separated

conimiinities together.

Lincoln married liars'" Todd in 18^2$ two years later they moved

into a substantial frame house xihich still stands near the center of

Springfield. This xjell-preserved home, furnished in the style of the

period, shows how the family lived. The spa.cious, comfortable, but

unpretentious house was well suited to their needs. Lincoln could

walk in there toda;>' and feel that everji'thing is Just as it was when he

left this pleasant house to journey to V/ashington as President-elect

nearly one hundred years ago,

on a rainy moirdng in February 1861 he went from this house

to the Great lA^estem s"tation to get on the train that was to take liiji

east. There he made his farewell speech to his friends and neiglibors.

Ke was never to see Springfield again.

The small brick railroad stsi-tion still st?jids on a side

street. It is no longer used for passengers j, but a bronze tablet in

front of it rei^roduces the text of tlie words Lincoln spoke that morning.

Aroujid it the small toTjn he knew has groim into a raodern city of 100,000

people. The square where Lincoln had several successive law offices has

been changed completely by liigh buildings erected there since, but tlie
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olci State House — except for sm added stoi^r — remains much as he laieiT

it. In tliat building he made some of tlie speeches which, in turn, made

him president.

Some of the court houses of the old Eiglith judicial Circuit

still stand in the small tovms around Springfield. In theid one can see

the actual trial rooms in which Lincoln pleaded for his clients. In

them he and his colleagu-es were helping to shai^e APierican jurisprudence

x^rliile the law of the new nation slowly evolved,

* 5[C *

In Washington only a few of the landmarks associated with

Lincoln remainj for the semi-provincial little city that was the

capital of the United States during his administration has undergone vast

changes in recent years, B'at these landmarks are important ones. The

White House
_,
where the Lincoln family lived j underwent extensive reno-

vations in 19^-52 J when the sagging interior of the historic old

building had to be completely reconstructed inside the original sandstone

walls, Bu.t the Lincoln bedroom on the second floor, with its extra-large

bed used hy the ver^'- tall President, has been furnished in the style

of his day.

And tlie Capitol of the United States, where Lincoln served

as Congressman and as president, is almost exactly as it was in his

tirae. Its vast dome was completed during his administration, and the

finishing touches on the exterior of the Senate and House wings were

being made at the time of his death. In front of this uorld-faiaous





LiNconrs jouriney to greatness -8-

building, Liiicoln was twice inaugurated, and to it he often came to sign

bills or address Congress. And in the rotunda under the great dome,

his body lay in state in Api*il 1865, after he had been assassinated in

Ford's Theatre, The theatre itself has been made into a museum,

showing Lincoln's career from his birthplace to the Presidency, Across

the street is the little red-brick boardinghouse where the mortally

wounded man died. To this unimpressive looking house the dying man was

brought, and here the leaders of the nation gathered in a narrow hall-

bedroom on that fatal night.

The dead president's body was taken by train to Springfield

for burial. From Chicago the train steamed southward throiigh the

country Lincoln had known so well. All slong the way, day and night,

vast throngs lined the tracks to see tlie heavily draped funeral car

pass. The tolling bell of the engine could be heard far across the

prairie, and its long plume of black smoke drifted out over the plowed

land i-jhere tender green com shoots were springing from the dark, rich

soil, when the train arrived in Springfield, the streets were crowded

with people who had known Lincoln all their 3-ives,

They buried him on top of a ridge north of the toirn. There,

under the tall shaft of a sculptured monument, his body still lies.

And every year hundreds of thousands of people go out of their way to

visit the grave of this man who rose from humble circumstances to become

America's best-loved President,

* ^ -x- -x- *

October^ I958
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The President did not want to go to the theatre that Friday

night, April ik, 1865. Throughout the long war, he had visited Ford's

Theatre as often as he could. It was a way of relaxing for a few hours,

of getting away from the tensions and pressures that beset him at the

White House,

But now the war was nearly over. General Ulysses S, Grant had

accepted General Robert E. Lee's surrender five days earlier, on Palm

Sunday, and the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia had disbanded.

Heaving a great sigh of relief, Washington had been celebrating all week.

The riv5,l Confederate government was disintegrating, and the surrender of

other Confederate armies was hourly anticipated,

Abraham Lincoln, chief architect of this triumph, also looked

fon/ard to a lifting of the heavy burdens of his office. In more than

four years as chief magistrate, he had labored without respite. His
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only relaxation had been a few hours at concerts or the theatre, drives

about Washington with Mrs. Lincoln, and, more recently, spending a few

days with Grant *s army-.

The President ^ms in a mellow mood. He had talked to Mrs.

Lincoln that afternoon about what they would do when his second term

ended. He had given much more thought to the problem of bringing the

seceded states back into the Union, a situation in which there was no

American precedent. Lincoln's plan was to restore the strayed states

as quickly and simply as possible. He had applied this policy during

the war, in captiired areas. Congress favored another plan, which

penalized "rebels ," but had not insisted. Now Lincoln was ready to

press his scheme to completion while Congress v/as in recess.

Good Friday was cabinet day at the White House, and an in-

vited guest. General Grant^, attended. The general also held a presi-

dential invitation to the theatre that evening. Mainly because of him,

Lincoln had agreed to go, and the papers had announced that he and Grant,

and the two wives, would attend. Grant was seldom seen in the capital.

The theatre party would give the people their first look at General Lee's

conqueror, the scheduled star of the evening. Mrs. Grant, however,

askfed the general to decline, and the Grants soon left town.

The President then favored canceling the theatre party. That

would disappoint the public, and he reluctantly agreed to go. The

party was rounded out by adding Major Henry B. Rathbone and Clara Harris,

his fiancee, the daughter of Senator Harris.
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Among those who read the announcement was John V/ilkes Booth,

actor. This handsome young man was a lesser member of the Booth family,

the country's leading theatrical dynasty. The late Junius Brutus Booth,

his father, and Edwin Booth, elder "brother, were outstanding Shakespearean

actors. John Wilkes, inferior to his relatives in his profession, at-

tempted to outdo them in other ways. He became a poseur^ a flamboyant,

unbalanced romantic addicted to drink and adulation. Long black hair,

black eyes, a drooping moustache and brooding expression gave him the

look of a young MGphistophe.les, and made him fascinating to women. A

psychiatrist would have found him an absorbing subject. He had a

neirrotic ambition to make his name immortal by some sensational act.

Booth had been keeping watch on the President for months,

intending to kidnap him and spirit him to Richmond, the capital of the

Confederate Gover'Hnent^ holding him for a ransom which would reinvigorate

the failing Southern cause and make Booth a hero. The actor had gathered

a small band of Southern sympathizers and ex-Confederate soldiers to

execute this wild scheme. But they found Lincoln always out of reach.

After General Lee*s surrender, nothing could revive the Lost Cause, so

Booth decided to revenge the South by assassinating the President.

Assassination danger was not new to Lincoln. Years before,

after his election, he had received a stack of anonymous threats by

mails These did not worry him. A few months later, on the long rail

journey to Washington, more rumors flew of plots against his life; all

proved groundless. In the IJhite House, the new President's custom of

seeing anyone who had the patience to wait his turn, placed him in daily
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danger, and alarmed many of his friends. But not the President. He took

the fatalistic view that if anyone was determined to kill him, there was

no effective way to prevent it.

Secretary of State William H. Seward took a historical stand.

"Assassination," said he, "is not an American custom." Elections provided

a more efficient way of getting rid of public officials, and no President

had ever been assassinated.

War brought new dangers. Lincoln became an active military

figure. To remove him would produce important military results. So the

War Department assigned special guards to the President, which had much

to do with frustrating Booth's kidnap designs. The approach of peace

produced an inevitable let-dcT-zn in vigilance, and the President's

regular bodyguards were on other assignments on April 1^.

Booth spent a busy day making preparations. He arranged some

personal affairs, drank his stock of liquor, and hired an escape horse

at a livery stable. For weapons he selected a knife and a tiny, one-

shot derringer pistol. Several of his band had resigned on learning the

new objective — assassination. Taking Lincoln for himself, the actor

assigned one conspirator to assassinate Vice President Andrew Johnson,

and two to assault Secretary of State Seward. Booth gave this trio

explicit instructions, which they partly failed to carry out, and care-

fully planned his own program. ( Seward was attacked but only wounded.)

The play the President and party were to see was "Our American

Cousin," a comedy by the English dramatist Tom Taylor, which had enjoyed

much popularity. Thoroughly familiar with play and theatre, the assassin
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timed his attack to be delivered when there was only one actor holding

the stage. Booth could jump the short distance from presidential box to

stage, cross it without involving himself in a crowd of players, and make

his escape. Also, a second actor suddenly arriving on stage would bemuse

the audience into thinking it all part of the play.

When Booth appeared at the theatre that morning, he excited .

no suspicion whatever. The presidential box was situated directly over

one end of the stage — occupants looked down upon the action — and

•v/as reached by circling the rear of the balcony. A door closed off the

box area from the balcony, and another door gave entrance to the box

itself.

Booth dealt with the outer door by means of a short plank

and a socket carved in the brick wall, to keep the door firmly shut

while he did his work. In the second door he drilled a spy hole, IVhile

Booth made these preparations in secret, workmen draped the stage and

boxes with flags and bimting for the official visitation. Then, having

engaged a friend to hold his horse outside the stage door, the actor *s

preparations were complete.

The President and party arrived late. When they reached the

box, the orchestra struck up "Hail to the Chief," The audience rose,

cheerf^n, the President bowed, then seated himself, and the play resumed.

Booth -,ra,tched the action from behind the audience, awaiting the chosen

moment. Then he slipped quietly past the curving rows of heads, and

found the door unguarded — the President's assigned protector, police

officer John Parker, had gone off for a drink.
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Passing through. Booth wedged the door shut, and applied his

eye to the peep-hole. The four occupants of the "box stood out clearly

against the lighted stage. Silently opening the inner door, he stole

up behind his victim and shot him in the hack of the head. The President

slumped in his chair, unconscious and mortally wounded. Major Rathbone

rose to grapple, but a thinst of Booth's knife swept him aside.

A baffled audience saw a figure cross the railing, and jump

for the stage, catching a spur on a flag and falling heavily. Booth

felt a stab of pain as a bone in his left leg cracked. He stood never-

theless, faced the audience, brandished his knife, and shouted
"
Sic semper

tyrannis^" the motto of the State of Virginia. The apparition limped

rapidly off the stage, mounted his horse, and rode off toward Virginia.

Nobody T^7as sure who or what they had seen. Screams from the

box soon told everyone that something not in the play had happened. The

President, attended by three army doctors from the audience, was carried

across the street to a private house, his physicians agreeing that their

patient would not survive a jolting carriage ride to the White House*

There early next morning he died, surrounded by grieving high officials

of the government, his oldest son, Robert, and his prostrated x/ife.

^Jhile the War Department carried out an extensive man-hunt

which eventually captured the conspirators, tried and punished them

except for Booth, who \tb.s killed eleven days later in Virginia, re-

sisting arrest, a shocked nation learned the astounding news. Overnight

the late President became a major national hero, martyr, symbol to the

country and to the world of democracy's values.
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His people gave Lincoln the largest funeral the country had

ever seen. On Easter Sunday the people put on heavy mourning. A state

funeral was held at the White House on Wednesday. The following day the

body lay in state in the Capitol rotunda as many thousands filed past

the bier.

Then Lincoln "returned home," to Illinois, on a slow-paced

funeral train. At each large city on the homeward journey, two lines of

mourners passed the coffin in steady streams. In niral areas, people

stood for hours simply to watch the train pass by. At last, on May U,

after tT-o~and-a-half weeks of obsequies, Lincoln was buried on a hilltop

in Oak Ridge cemetery, Springfield where he had married and been a la^/yer.

These events gave rise to a Lincoln legend. This was a strong

emotion, not easy to analyze, which seemed to attach every American

personally to Lincoln. More &nd more people came to believe him the

ideal American, greatest of them all, yet a common man whom events

shaped into a hero, an epitome of democracy.

This has grown stronger as years have passed. People of foreign

lands, learning of Lincoln's death and his works for man*s freedom, felt

the same identification in l865« The common people of Europe and Asia,

then their governments, saluted him. The concrete example he gave them

of a forward lunge in liberty through the freeing of the slaves inspired

an nj)s-xrs,e of democracy in lands long ruled by autocrats.

It has remained an enduring and growing inspiration of what men

can do in governing themselves.

* * * * *

October, 1958
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Abraham Lincoln exemplifies what may be accomplished in a free

country as the result of hard work. He rose from a very obscure beginning

to a place of prominence, respected especially by those that were down-

trodden and in need of a champion.

Lincoln is one figure in American history that seems to belong

to all. More than 22 cities and towns bear his name, among them Lincoln,

Illinois. This town was named in 1853^ before Lincoln became President,

at a time when his only reputation was that of a good lawyer and an honest

man. Numerous streets, avenues, and lakes have been named for Lincoln, as

well as schools, libraries, hospitals, churches, and banks.

Since Lincoln's death 90 original heroic statues of the President

have been erected throughout the United States. The State of Illinois,

which was Lincoln's home for 31 years, leads with 15 memorials within her

bounds. Two of the most famous statues stand in Chicago, Illinois, both
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by Augustus Saint-Gaudens — one is "Lincoln the Man," the other "Lincoln

the Head of State." New York has eight and Wisconsin seven "Lincolns."

Ohio and the District of Columbia have five. Six states, California,

Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, New Jersey and Pennsylvania, follow, each with

four. There are 26 in twelve other States.

The memorials show Lincoln as a boy and as a man; with and

without a beard; as a rail splitter, orator, emancipator; seated and

standing; addressing juries, and rapt in meditation. Some of the statues

and busts exist only in plaster, some in wood, but the great majority are

in bronze, with a few in marble, granite, and limestone.

Many heroic Lincoln statues and busts in countries overseas tell

of the universal interest in the President. One by Saint-Gaudens stands

in London opposite Westminster Abbey, others are in Edinburgh, Manchester,

Hingham, Oslo, Paris, Havana, Florence, San Juan (Puerto Rico) and

Honolulu

.

A unique memorial is the Abraham Lincoln totem pole, carved

and erected by the Indians of Alaska. The original was carved about

1882 and erected at Old Tongass village. In 19^ the original pole,

weather-beaten and decayed by wind and rain, was brought to Saxman

(Alaska), where a replica was carved and erected. The original carving is

being preserved as an historical curiosity.

There are, of course, many smaller statues and busts in museums,

public buildings, and schools all over the world. Perhaps no other man

has been so often commemorated.

L
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Lincoln's portrait has been reproduced on American coins, bank-

notes and stamps of countries such as Cuba, Indonesia, Philippine Islands,

Monaco, San Marino and the Canal Zone.

Hundreds of painters, engravers and lithographers memorialized

Lincoln. The portraits by George A. P. Healy are probably the most

important. One Healy "Lincoln" hangs in the White House as does the

painting "The Peacemakers" in which Healy shows Lincoln together with

General Grant, General Sherman, and Admiral Porter in conference. Another

Healy Lincoln portrait hangs in the Corcoran Gallery of Art in Washington;

others are displayed in the Chicago Historical Society, the Minnesota

State House, and the Newberry Library, Chicago. Another fine Lincoln

portrait in the White House is by William Cogswell, a Chicago artist.

In addition to the statues and busts of Lincoln there are several

larger memorials. In Hodgenville, Kentucky, is the traditional Lincoln

birthplace cabin. Today it stands within the Memorial Building in

Abraham Lincoln National Historical Park. The area of the Park encom-

passes a large portion of the original Sinking Spring Fann which, at the

time of Lincoln's birth, was owned by his father, Thomas Lincoln.

At New Salem, Illinois, is "The Lincoln Village" precisely re-

produced. Here is where Lincoln first left his inrprint upon the pages of

history. Each building of this small village has been reconstructed and

furnished exactly as it appeared during the years that Lincoln lived here.

The Lincoln-Berry store, the Hill-McNeil store, the doctor's office, the

tavern, and the mill are reminiscent of the years that Lincoln spent in

the village as storekeeper and postmaster. In Springfield, Illinois, is
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preserved the Lincoln home which he, his wife and his children occupied

from iSij-U until they moved in I861 to the White House in Washington,

At the scene of Lincoln's celebrated "Gettysburg Address" in

Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, stands a simple, dignified Memorial. Lincoln had

come to this battlefield to dedicate a portion of it as burial ground of

the thousands who fell in the struggle, in I863. This area is now the

Gettysburg National Cemetery.

In the White House, on the second floor, is the Lincoln Bedroom,

maintained in memory of the great Emancipator, furnished with period pieces

of furniture including Lincoln's own walnut bed.

The Lincoln Museum, housed in the old Ford's Theatre Building,

Washington, where the President was assassinated by a half-demented actor,

is devoted to the life story of the President, delineating each phase of

his life by means of photographs, documents, and personal belongings.

Among the important items on display are those connected with the assassi-

nation: the derringer that was used by John Wilkes Booth, his diary and

his boot and spur. The President, mortally wounded, was taken across the

street to the Petersen House where the next morning, on April 15, 1865,

he passed away. This home, furnished in the style of the time, is now main-

tained as a memorial to Lincoln.

The Lincoln Tomb in Oak Park Cemetery, Springfield, Illinois,

contains the bodies of Abraham Lincoln, his wife, and three of his

children. Erected in IST^j-, it was designed by Larkin Meade. The obelisk

rises 100 feet above a simple, square building which stands on a beautiful
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headland. Around the top of the building and the polished shaft are groups

of statuary in bronze. In front of the building is a heroic bronze head

of Lincoln, by Gutzon Borglum. The entrance opens into a rotunda, in

which is a small model of Daniel Chester French's statue "Seated Lincoln."

The sarcophagus chamber is a semi -circular room of marble, with

black pilasters and frieze. The sarcophagus bears a marker of granite,

with the simple inscription, "Abraham Lincoln I809-I865." Above a bronze

grille admitting light, are inscribed, in black marble, the words of

Lincoln's Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton, uttered at the President's

death "Now He Belongs To The Ages." In one of the walls of the sarcoph-

agus chamber are the vaults containing the bodies of Mrs. Lincoln and the

children.

The Lincoln Memorial in Washington occupies a position of pre-

eminence in the capital. It is of white marble and its architecture is

classical, being modeled after the Parthenon in Athens. Surrounding the

walls is a colonnade, I89 feet in length and II8 feet wide, of 3^ columns,

each kk feet high. The cornerstone was laid in 1915 and the dedication

took place in 1922. Henry Bacon was the architect of the building. The

sculptor of the colossal seated figure of Lincoln was Daniel Chester French.

In 1951 ) more than 2,300,000 persons visited the memorial. Most foreign

visitors, in Washington officially, ask to be taken to the Lincoln

Memorial where they stand, hat in hand, in reverence, reading the inscrip-

tion above the statue "In this temple as in the hearts of the people for

whom he saved the Union, the memory of Abraham Lincoln is enshrined

forever."





LINCOLN MEMORIALIZED - 6 -

Interest in Lincolniana is widespread. There are collectors in

all walks of life, from the individual who is accumulating books on

Lincoln to the large collections such as the Library of Congress, National

Archives, Lincoln National Life Foundation, Lincoln Museum, Chicago

Historical Society, Lincoln Memorial University, and various colleges and

universities. All collections contain articles which belonged to Lincoln

as well as personal letters and official docijments.

The major Lincoln letters and documents are being preserved by

the Library of Congress and the National Archives in Washington.

The Lincoln Museum in the Ford's Theatre Building has many items

that once belonged to the President; among them are: the Lincoln Family

Bible, his books, his gloves, one of his shawls, his inkstand, his shaving

mug, and many pieces of his china from the White House. In the collection

are also a cooking stove, a cradle used by Lincoln's children, a dining

room table, a small desk, and several chairs, all from Lincoln's Spring-

field home.

About ko years ago James and Harry KazanJian, two brothers, gem

cutters, came to the United States from Armenia. Years later, as very

successful men, they were able to buy five of the largest sapphires ever

to be found in the world. They conceived the idea of creating a lasting

memorial -- as they phrast^ai' it, "The Crowning Jewels of America" — rather

than cut these sapphires into gem stones.

Lincoln was the first American selected to be portrayed in

sapphire. The original sapphire weighed 2,302 carats and when completed

1,318 carats. Norman Maness was the sculptor. The life mask by Leonard

I
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Volk was used as a basis for the head. The Abraham Lincoln Sapphire was

unveiled in 1951^ and since that time three additional heads have been

carved, Washington, Jefferson, and Eisenhower. In January 1957 the

Kazanjian Foundation was formed and received as a gift from the Kazanjian

brothers the four sapphire heads and the fifth sapphire, which became the

largest star sapphire in the world, the "Star of Queensland." (The Founda-

tion was established to support scientific, artistic and cultural pursuits,

and to provide scholarships for foreign-bom students.)

The prophetic utterance, "Now He Belongs To The Ages," has

come to pass. Lincoln's acceptance is world-wide as is attested to by the

many memorials. It is remarkable the effect the face of this great man

has on the people of all nations.

Abraham Lincoln, though born 150 years ago, is still very much

alive: His philosophy and psychology are as vital and pertinent today as

when he lived.

*****

October, 1958
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Abraham Lincoln has become a universal figure. The life, career,

and deeds of no other American are so well known. His contributions to

humanity have made his name immortal. Due to his universality, he has

become, in the minds of some men, a subject for folklore and tradition.

Yet if competent authorities are followed, Lincoln's words are before us

and his deeds are of record.

The present extent of Lincoln literature is voluminous. In-

complete surveys indicate that Lincolniana exceeds in bulk and in total

number of publications the literature of any other historical character

(Biblical characters excepted). In 19^5 the Illinois State Historical

Library of Springfield, Illinois, published a "Lincoln Bibliography

1839-1939" compiled by Jay Monaghan. The items listed totaled 3,9^3

publications. The total count did not include different imprints.
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variations, revisions, reprintings and editions which fall within the

Monaghan definition of what constitutes an item of Lincolniana.

From I9U0 through 1957 ahout 1,500 Lincoln hooks, brochures,

pamphlets, and folders, of which Lincoln was the dominating theme, have

come from the press. Oddly enough, many earlier publications missed

entirely by the bibliographer keep t\iming up. In Lincoln bibliography

one finds a live field, but one does not find finality.

In a bibliographical study of Lincolniana it is found that

books, brochures, pamphlets, and folders appear in about 32 different

languages and dialects ranging from Arabic to Yiddish. Iftidoubtedly

one of the most interesting of these publications appears in

Siouan. While a great many of the foreign publications are by native

authors, quite a few are translations of works by American biographers.

The nation which has manifested the greatest interest in

Lincoln, except English speald.ng countries, is Germany. Approximately

75 German-Lincoln publications have come from the press. Other nations

which have fouiid Lincoln a towering figure of history, judging by the

number of their publications, are Japan, France, Spain and Spanish

speaking countries in Central and South America. A con^lete collection

of books about Lincoln in foreign languages would nimiber between 250

and 300 items. The Monaghan Lincoln bibliography has a special section

devoted to "Foreign Language Titles" beginning with number 3^731 QJ^d

extending to 3^9^3» A considerable number of title pages and cover

titles in Chinese, Hebrew, Japanese, Persian, Polish, Russian and

Turkish are pictorially reproduced on the back pages of Volume II.
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The cover pages and frontispieces of several of the foreign

publications reveal interesting portraits of Lincoln, who is depicted

with all the racial characteristics usually associated with the Swedish,

the French, the Dutch, the German, and the Japanese. One artist has

conceived a portrait which reveals a Greek influence draxm along the

lines of a young Lord Byron.

Through the medium of Braille, children's stories, plays,

fiction, and "biographies of Lincoln have "been published for the blind.

Approximately 15 basic studies by such authors as Andrews, Aulaire,

Drinlwater, Hamilton, Pillsbury, Sandburg, Schurz, Stevenson, Tarbell,

and Vfiright-Davis constitute this special phase of Lincoln works. As one

would expect the Gettysburg Address is available in Braille.

Lincoln research and writing go continually forward. This has

been true since the l86o*s. The earliest works were by political biog-

raphers who hoped to influence the voter with a Lincoln-Hamlin or a

Lincoln-Johnson biographical sketch. After Lincoln's assassination

certain writers "who knew Lincoln personally" made their contributions,

only to be followed by those writers "who knew someone who knew Lincoln."

Today there is a feeling on the part of the casual observer that modem

Lincoln studies sire merely repetitious of what has been previously

written and published. This is not a correct observation because the

modern school of biographers and historians have been forced to go to

original sources for information, consequently most of the current

Lincoln publications are both scholarly in treatment and scientific in

approach.
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A recent compilation of 109 basic Lincoln books reveals that

69 were published since 1933 and that 10 basic books written before

that date have been reprinted \.rLthin the last 25 years . The historian and

biographer today finds many mechanical avenues of approach to develop a

Lincoln topic. There is the biography, the monograph, a general history,

minute studies, and collateral works. Then, too, it is an encouraging

fact that Lincoln material of prime value is still being discovered and

utilized by the energetic and skilled research student.

The compiled writings of Abraham Lincoln exceed in wordage the

works of Shakespeare. I^incoln is like Shakespeare in that a Lincoln text

serves for almost any theme. A great many new Lincoln letters and

documents are constantly being discovered and a lively market is found

for each item. Lincoln holographs are quite valuable but not excessively

rare.

Since 19^0 a new Lincoln book, brochure, panrphlet or folder

has come from the press on the average of more than one a week. The

year I9MD saw 163 items of Linco!Lniana published. The years 19^1 and

19^2 averaged two items per week. Up to date 52 items published in 1957

have been recorded and 195^ promises to be a banner year, to say nothing

of an avalanche of Lincoln works expected from the presses in 1959, the

sesquicentennial year of the president's biirbh.

In the United States about 250 people consider themselves bona

fide collectors of Lincolniana, while about 25 institutions carry on a

concerted specialization of the Lincoln subject. The great centers of
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Lincoln information are to "be found in institutional libraries in Wash-

ington, D.C.; Fort Wayne (Indiana); Springfield (Illinois); Chicago

(Illinois); Providence (Rhode Island); San Marino (California); Bloomington

(Indiana); Harrogate (Tennessee); Iowa City (Iowa); and Los Angeles

(California).

The institutions which excel in the field of Lincolniana are

the Library of Congress, Lincoln National Life Foundation, Illinois State

Historical Library, University of Chicago Library, Brown Ifiiiversity Library,

Henry E. Huntington Library, Indiana IMiversity Library, Lincoln Memorial

IMiversity Library, University of Iowa Library and Occidental College

Library. In all of these libraries and in many others not mentioned, a

great many unique Lincoln items are preserved for posterity and are made

available for the research student.

Two of these institutions publish Lincoln periodicals. "Lincoln

Lore," published by the Lincoln National Life Foundation from April 15,

1929 (No. 1) to July 25, 1956 (No. 1U20), took the form of a one-page

leaflet and was issued weekly. "Lincoln Lore" is now published monthly

as a four-page illiistrated folder beginning with the July 195^ issue

(No. 1^21 ) and running up to the current date. The subscription list

of 8,000 libraries, historical societies, schools, students and collectors

receive the publication free of charge. The "Lincoln Herald," a quarterly,

pictorial magazine published by Lincoln Memorial University, first appeared

in February 193^, and has been published \n.th some interruptions but with-

out a lapse in volume or number since that date. The subscription list

numbers about ^oOOO subscribers.
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Undoubtedly the finest collection of Lincolniana in private

hands is that of William H. Townsend of Lexington, Kentucky. It is rich

in manuscript material and contains a great many of the personal "belongings

of Lincoln and his wife Mary Todd Lincoln. Outstanding manuscript collec-

tions are presently owned by Mrs. Foreman M. Lebold of Chicago, Illinois,

and Mr. Justin G. Turner of Los Angeles, California. Thomas I. Starr and

William Springer of Detroit, Michigan o\ra exceptionally fine libraries of

Lincolniana. The best photographic collections of Lincolniana are owned

by Frederick H. Meserve of New York City, Stefan Lorant of Lenox,

Massachusetts and Lloyd Ostendorf of Dayton, Ohio.

Lincoln is revered for his human understanding, his record of

service, his fascinating personality, his common touch, and his articulate

skill in expressing the issues of that tragic but interesting period of

the American Civil War. On the other hand Lincoln is a paradox, a challenge

to the student who knows full well he can hardly ever master his great

personality or fathom the depths of his statesmanship or encompass his

visions of democracy.

Because of Lincoln *s constant and vital presence in world history

and the great impact of the War Between the States, about 60 Lincoln

Fellowships and Civil War Societies (not including those organizations

based on a blood relationship or honorary affiliation) have been founded

in the l&iited States, Canada, Great Britain, Germany, and India. Although

unorganized and with no central headquarters, these study groups bring

about an exchmge of ideas, promote the study of Lincoln and his contenpo-

raries,anddis.vcrrj.iiate authentic information about the war, and the

administration of the divided country. North and South.
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Ten of these societies (eight in the United States, the Lincoln

Fellowship of Hamilton, Ontario in Canada, and the Abraham Lincoln Society

of India in New Delhi) devote their meetings almost exclusively to a

discussion of Abraham Lincoln,

In making a study of Lincolniana one will find some monumental

works dealing with the Sixteenth President. Carl Sandburg's six-volume

biography "The Prairie Years" and "The War Years" (1926 and 1939) will

long remain the most widely read and the most frequently quoted work on

Abraham Lincoln*

In a detailed study of Lincoln's life and career no source material

could excel his own words as found in his letters, addresses, state papers

and recorded conversations. In 1953 the Rutgers University Press published

"The Collected Works of Abraham Lincoln" which was sponsored by The Abraham

Lincoln Association of Springfield, Illinois, and compiled by Roy P.

Easier, editor, and Marion Dolores Pratt and Lloyd A, Dunlap, assistant

editors. This nine-volume work covers the period from l82k to l865t

To make an exhaustive study of Lincoln's life the student should

read about a dozen books dealing with the ancestry, the Kentucky, Indiana

and rural Illinois years, the legislative and congressional careers, the

debates with Douglas, the legal phase, the women in Lincoln's life, the

religion of Lincoln, the presidential years, the works of Lincoln, and

last but not least, the aftermath. Those who cannot devote so much time

to one subject are grateful for Benjamin P. Thomas' "Abraham Lincoln"

(1952), which is an authentic, comprebjsnsive one-volume biography.

t
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What a full life was Lincoln' si Testimonials from the four

corners of the world witness to his renoxm. Visiting Lincoln's birthplace

in Kentucky on April 23, 195^ President Dwight D. Eisenhower eulogized

the great president:

"Abraham Lincoln has always seemed to me to represent

all that is best in America in terms of its opportunity, and the

readiness of Americans always to raise up and exalt these people

who live by truth, whose lives are examples of integrity and

dedication to oiir country."

*****

October, 1958
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TWO CONTEMPORARIES ON ABRAHAM LINCOLN

Walt Whitman

(From: "November Boughs")

Though hundreds of portraits have been made /of Lincoln/, by-

painters and photographers, (many to pass on, by copies, to future times,)

I have never seen one yet that in my opinion deserv'd to be called a per-

fectly good likeness; nor do I believe there is really such a one in ex-

istence. May I not say too, that, as there is no entirely competent and

emblematic likeness of Abraham Lincoln in picture or statue, there is not

—

perhaps cannot be — any fully appropriate literary statement or summing up

of him yet in existence?

One of the best of the late commentators on Shakspere, (Professor

Dowden,) makes the height and aggregate of his quality as a poet to be, that

he thoroughly blended the ideal vdth the practical or realistic. If this be

so, I should say that what Shakspere did in poetic expression, Abraham

Lincoln essentially did in his personal and official life. I should say

the invisible foundations and vertebra of his character, more than any man's

in history, were nQrstical, abstract, moral and spiritual—vihlle upon all of

them was built, and out of all of them radiated, under the control of the

average of circumstances, what the vitlgar call horse-sense, and a life often

bent by temporary but most urgent materialistic and political reasons.
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He seesDs to have been a man of indomitable firmness {even obstinacy)

on rare occasions, involving great points; but he was generally very easy,

flexible, tolerant, almost slouchy, respecting minor matters. I note that

even those reports and anecdotes intended to level him down, all leave the

tinge of favorable impression of him. As to his religious nature, it seems

to me to have certainly been of the amplest, deepest-rooted, loftiest kind.

(From: : "SpecimeJi Days"

)

August 12. 1863—I see the President almost every day, as I

happen to live where he passes to or from his lodgings out of town. He

never sleeps at the White House during the hot season, but has quarters

at a healthy location some three miles iK>rth of the city, the Soldiers*

home, a United States military establishment. I saw him this morning about

&i coming in to business, riding on Vermont avenue, near L street. He al-

ways has a company of twenty-five or thirty cavalry, with sabres drawn and

held upright over their shoulders. Th^ say this guard was against his

personal wish, but he let his counselors have their way. The party makes

no great show in uniform or horses. Mr. Lincoln on the saddle generally

rides a good-sized, easy-going gray horse, is dress 'd in plain black, some-

what r\:isty and dusty, wears a black stiff hat, and leoks about as ordinary

in attire, &c., as the commonest maji* A lieutenant, with yellow stFaps,

rides at his left, and following behind, two by two, come the cavalry men,

in their yellow-striped jackets. Th^ are generally going at a slow trot,

as that is the pace set them by the one they wait upon. The sabres and
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accoutrements clank, and the entirely imornamental cortege as it trots

toward Lafayette square arouses no sensation, only scane curious stranger

stops and gazes. I see very plainly Abraham Lincoln's dark brovm face,

with the deep-cut lines, the eyes, always to me with a deep latent sadness

in the expression. We have got so that we exchange bows, and very cordial

ones. Sometimes the President goes and comes in an open barouche. The

cavalry always accompany him, vrith drawn sabres. Often I notice as he goes

out evenings — and sometimes in the morning, when he returns early — he turns

off and halts at the large and handsome residence of the Secretary of War,

on K street, and holds conference there. If in his barouche, I can see

frcan my window he does not alight, but sits in his vehicle, and Mr. Stanton

comes out to attend him. Sometimes one of his sons, a boy of ten or twelve,

accompanies him, riding at his right on a pony. Earlier in the summer I

occasionally saw the President and his wife, toward the latter part of the

afternoon, out in a barouche, on a pleasiare ride through the city.

I'lrs. Lincoln was dressM in complete black, with a long crape veil. The

equipage is of the plainest kind, only two horses, and they nothing extra.

They passM me once ver^'- clone, and I saw the President in the face fully, as

they were moving slowly, and his look, though abstracted, happened to be

directed steadily in my eye. He bow*d and smiled, but far beneath his

smile I noticed well the expression I have alluded to. None of the artists

or pictures has caught the deep, though subtle and indirect expression of

this man's face. There is something else there. One of the great portrait

painters of two or three centuries ago is needed.

» » »
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(From: "Specimen Days)

April 16, 1865—I find in my notes of the time, this passage

on the death of Abraham Lincoln: He leaves for America's history and

biography, so far, not only its most dramatic reminiscence—he leaves, in

nsy opinion, the greatest, best, most characteristic, artistic, moral per-

sonality. Not but that he had faults, and showed them in the Presidency;

but honesty, goodness, shrewdness, conscience, and (a new virtue, unknown

to other lands, and hardly yet really known here, but the foundation and

tie of all, as the future will grandly develop,) UNIONISM, in its truest

and amplest sense, form'd the hardpan of his character. These he sealed

with his life. The tragic splendor of his death, purging, illuminating all,

throws round his form, his head, an aureole that will remain and will grow-

brighter through time, while histoiy lives, and love of the country lasts.

By many has this Union been helped; but if one name, one man, must be pick'd

out, he, most of all, is the conservator of it, to the future. He was

assassinated—but the Union is not assassinated

—

ca ira l One falls, and

another falls. The soldier drops, sinks like a wave—but the ranks of the

ocean eternally press on. Death does its work, obliterates a hundred, a

thousand—President, general, captain, private—but the Nation is iimnortal.

(From Walt VJhitman's lecture "Death of Lincoln" delivered in New York
April U, 1879—in Philadelphia, 1880 and in Boston, 1881.)

The grand deaths of the race—the dramatic deaths of every nation-

ality—are its most important inheritance-value—in some respects beyond

its literature and art— (as the hero is beyond his finest portrait, and the
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battle itself beyond its choicest song or epic. ) Is not here indeed the

point underlying all tragedy? the famous pieces of the Grecian masters —

and all masters? Why, if the old Greeks had had this man, what trilogies

of plays — what epics would have been made out of himj How the rhapsodes

would have recited him J How quickly that quaint tall form would have entered

into the region where men vitalize gods, and gods divinify men J But Lincoln,

his times, his death — great as any, any age — belong altogether to our own,

and are autochthonic. (Sometimes indeed I think our American days, our own

stage — the actors we know and have shaken hands, or talkM with — more fate^

ful than any thing in Eschylus — more heroic than the fighters around Troy —
afford kings of men for our Democracy prouder than Agamemnon ~ models of

character cute and hardy as Ulysses — deaths more pitiful than Priam's.)

When, centuries hence, (as it must, in my opinion, be centuries

hence before the life of these States, or of Democracy, can be really writ-

ten and illustrated,) the leading historians and dramatists seek for some

personage, some special event, incisive enough to mark with deepest cut, and

mnemonize, this tiurbulent Nineteenth century of ours, (not only these States,

but all over the political and social world) ~ something, perhaps, to close

that gorgeous procession of European feudalism, with all its pomp and caste-

prejudices, (of whose long ti^in we in America are yet so inextricably the

heirs) — something to identify with terrible identification, by far the great-

est revolutionary step in the history of the United States, (perhaps the great-

est of the world, our centvir^ — the absolute extirpation and erasure of

slavery from the States — those historians will seek in vain for any point

to serve more thoroughly their purpose, than Abraham Lincoln's death.

I
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Dear to the Muse—thrice dear to Nationality—to the whole human

race~precious to this Union—precious to Democracy—unspeakably and for-

ever precious—their first great Martyr Chief.

One of the best known poems by Walt Whitman, is "When Lilacs Last

in the Dooryard Bloom 'd," an elegy on the death of Abraham Lincoln. Publish-

ed in "Sequel to Drum-Taps" (1865-1866) and "Leaves of Grass" (1867), it

presents a lament by the poet as he vdtnessed the funeral procession of the

dead president, and makes use of three recurring symbols: a lilac branch,

signifying love; "the drooping star in the west," representing Lincoln; and

a singing thrush, symbolizing the poet himself. The following is an excerpt

from "When Lilacs Last in the Dooryard Bloom'd»"

Over the breast of the spring, the land, amid cities.
Amid lanes and through old woods, where lately the violets peep'd

from the ground, spotting the gray debris.
Amid the grass in the fields each side of the lanes, passing the

endless grass.
Passing the yellow-spear 'd wheat, every grain from its shroud in

the dark-brown fields uprisen.
Passing the apple-tree blows of white and pink in the orchards.
Carrying a corpse to where it shall rest in the grave.
Night and day journeys a coffin.
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Coffin that passes through lanes and streets.
Through day and night with the great cloud darkening the land.

With the pomp of the inloop'd flags with the cities draped
in black.

With the show of the States themselves sb.of crape-veil*d women
standing.

With processions long and winding and the flambeaus of the night,
VJith the countless torches lit, id.th the silent sea of faces and

the unbared heads.
With the waiting depot, the arriving coffin, and the sombre faces.
With dirges through the night, with the thousand voices rising

strong and solemn.
With all the mournful voices of the dirges pourM around the coffin,
The dim-lit churches and the shuddering organs — where amid these

you journey.
With the tolling tolling bells* perpetual clang.
Here, coffin that slowly passes,
I give you my sprig of lilac.

"0 Captain! My Captain'" — "HushM be the Camps To-Day" ~ "This

Dust was once the Man" were written as a tribute to Abraham Lincoln shortly

after his assassination. They appeared in Walt Whitman's book of verse

"Sequel to Drum-Taps" (1865-66) and later in "Leaves of Grass" (1867).

CAPTAIN! m CAPTAIN!

Captain! ny Captain! our fearful trip is done,
The ship has weather 'd every rack, the prize we sought is won.
The port is near, the bells I hear, the people all exulting.
While follow eyes the steady keel, the vessel grim and daring;

But heart! heart! heart!
the bleeding drops of red.

Where on the deck n^ Captain lies.
Fallen cold and dead.

Captain.' my Captain J rise up and hear the bells;

Rise up — for you the flag is flung — for you the bugle trills.

For you bouquets and ribbon 'd wreaths — for you the shores

a-crowding,
For you they call, the swaying mass, their eager faces turning;

Here Captaini dear fatherj
This arm beneath your headi
It is some dream that on the deck.
You've fallen cold and dead.
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My Captain does not answer, his lips are pale and still,

My father does not feel iny arm, he has no pulse nor will,

The ship is anchor 'd safe and sound, its voyage closed and done,

From fearful trip the victor ship comes in with object won;

Exult shores, and ring bells I

But I with mournful tread.
Walk the deck my Captain lies.

Fallen cold and dead.

HUSH'D BE THE CAMPS TO-DAI

Hush*d be the camps to-day.
And soldiers let us drape our war-worn weapons.
And each with musing soul retire to celebrate.
Our dear commander's death.

No more for him life's stormy conflicts.
Nor victory, nor defeat — no more time's dark events.
Charging like ceaseless clouds across the sky.

But sing poet in our name.
Sing of the love we bore Mm. — because you, dweller in camps,

know it truly.

As they invault the coffin there.
Sing — as th^ close the doors of earth upon him — one verse,
For the heavy hearts of soldiers.

THIS DUST WAS ONCE THE MAN

This dust was once the man.
Gentle, plain, just and resolute, under whose cautious hand.
Against the foulest crime in history known in any land or age.
Was saved the Union of these States.
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Herman Melville

The great novelist, author of "Moby Dick," "Types" and "Omoo," and

of four voliiEies of poetry, has memorialized Abraham Lincoln in several poems,

among them "The Martyr."

THE MARTYR

Indicative of the Passion of the People on the 15th Day
of April, 1865

Good Friday was the day
Of the prodigy and crime

When they killed him in his pity.
When they killed him in his prime

Of clemency and calm —
When with yearning he was filled
To redeem the evil-willed.

And, though conqueror, be kind;
But they killed him in his kindness.
In their madness and their blindness.

And they killed him from behind.

There is sobbing of the strong.
And a pall upon the landj

But the People in their v/eeping

Bare the iron hand;
Beware the People weeping

When th^ bare the iron hand.

He lieth in his blood —
The father in his face;

They have killed him, the Forgiver —
The Avenger takes his place.

The Avenger wisely stern.
Who in righteousness shall do
What the heavens call him to.

And the parricides remand;
For they killed him in his kindness.
In their madness and their blindness.

And his blood is on their hand.
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There is sobbing of the strong.
And a pall upon the land;

But the People in their weeping
Bare the iron hand:

Beware the People weeping
When they bare the iron hand.

(From: "Battle Pieces and Aspects
of the War" I 1866)

* % % 4xi *

October, 1958
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THE WORLDLY \\1SWM OF LINCOLN

If A. can prove, however, conclusively, that he may of right,

enslave B. — v/hy may not B. snatch the same argument, and prove equally,

that he may enslave A ? —

You say A. is white, and B. is black. It is color, then: the

lighter having the right to enslave the darker? Take care. By this rule,

you are to be slave to the first man you meet with a fairer skin than

your own.

You do not mean color exactly? — You mean the whites are

intellectually the superiors of the blacks, and, therefore have the right

to enslave them? Take care again. By this rule, you are to be slave to

the first man you meet with an intellect superior to your own.

But, say you, it is a question of interest; and if you can

m.ake it your interest , you have the right to enslave another. Very well.

And if he can make it his interest, he has the right to enslave you.

("Fragment on Slavery" in "The Collected
Works of Abraham Lincoln")
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Why should there not he a patient confidence in the ultimate

justice of the people? Is there any better, or equal hope, in the world?

(From Lincoln's First Inaugural Address,
March h, 1861)

* * 4t

Lincoln remarked that very exaggerated accounts of the carnage

in the Civil V7ar had been produced by including among the killed large

numbers of men whose term of enlistment had expired, and who had been

replaced by others, or had reenlisted themselves. He told in illustration

of this remark one of his characteristic stories:

"A Negro had been learning arithmetic. Another Negro asked him,

if he shot at three pigeons sitting on a fence and killed one, how many

would remain. 'One,' replied the arithmetician, 'No,' said the other

Negro, 'the other two would fly away.*"

(Goldwin Smith: "President Lincoln";
Macmillan's Magazine)

* * *

(From a letter to Captain James M. Cutts, October 26, I863)

You were convicted of two offences . One of them, not of

great enormity, and yet greatly to be avoided, I feel sure you are in

no danger of repeating. The other you are not so well assiored against.

The advice of a father to his son "Beware of entrance to a quarrel, but

being in, bear it that the opposed may beware of thee," is good, and

yet not the best. Quarrel not at all. No man resolved to make the most

of himself, can spare time for personal contention. Still less can he

afford to take all the consequences, including the vitiating of his tem-

}

I
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show no more than equal right; and yield lesser ones, though clearly your

own. Better give your path to a dog, than be bitten by him in contesting

for the right. Even killing the dog would not cure the bite. In the

mood indicated deal henceforth with your fellow men, and especially with

your brother officers; and even the impleasant events you are passing

from ^n-H not have been profitless to you.

("The Collected Works of Abretham Lincoln,"

edited by Roy P. Easier)

* * *

I think very much of the people, as an old friend said he

thought of woman. He said when he lost his first wife, who had been a

great help to him in his business, he thought he was ruined — that he

never could find another to fill her place. At length, however, he

married another, who he found did quite as well as the first, and that

his opinion now was that any woman would do well who was well done by.

So I think of the whole people of this nation — they will ever do well

if well done by. We will try to do well by them in all parts of the

country. North and South, with entire confidence that all will be well

\T±th all of us.

(From a speech at Bloomington, Illinois, i860 —
"The Collected Works of Abraham Lincoln")

* * *

One summer morning, passing by the White House at an early

hour, Noah Brooks saw President Lincoln standing at the gateway, looking

anxiously down the street; and in reply to a salutation, he said, "Good-

morning, good-morning I I am looking for a news-boy; when you get to
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that comer I wish you would start one up this way.

(Noah Brooks: "Personal Recollections of Abraham
Lincoln"; in "Harper's New Monthly Magazine," I865)

Lincoln, speaking of unjust newspaper attacks, said in lQ6h:

"A traveller on the frontier found himself out of his reckoning

one night in a most inhospitable region. A terrific thunder-storm came

up, to add to his trouble. He floundered along until his horse at

length gave out. The lightning afforded him the only clew to his way,

but the peals of thunder were frightful. One bolt, which seemed to crash

the earth beneath him, brought him to his knees. By no means a praying

man, his petition was short and to the point, — *0 Lord, if it is all

the same to you, give us a little more light and a little less noisel'"

(Francis Bicknell Carpenter: "Six Months at the
White House with Abraham Lincoln")

* * *

Office seekers worried the life out of President Lincoln,

besieging him everywhere. Referring to this annoyance, he said: "I am

like a man so busy in letting rooms in one end of his house, that he

can't stop to put out the fire that is burning the other."

(Henry Jarvis Raymond: "The Life and Public
Services of Abraham Lincoln")

* * *

A gentleman was pressing very strenuously the promotion of an

officer to a "Brigadiership," "But we have already more generals than

we knovr what to do with," replied Lincoln. "But," persisted the visitor.
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"ray friend is very strongly reconmended." "Now look here," said Presi-

dent Lincoln, throwing one leg over the arm of his chair, "you are a

farmer, I believe; if not, you will understand me. Suppose you had a

large cattle yard full of all sorts of cattle, — cows, oxen, hulls —

and you kept killing and disposing of your cows and oxen, in one way and

another, -- taking good care of your hulls. By-and-hy you would find

that you had nothing hut a yard full of old bulls, good for nothing under

heaven. Now, it will be just so with the anuy, if I don't stop making

brigadier-generals .

"

(Francis Bicknell Carpenter: "Six Months
at the White House with Abraham Lincoln"

)

* * *

Lincoln disliked titles being tacked onto his name and he

incurred the criticism of fashionable Washington circles by his use of

his last name only, without the prefacing "Mr. President." To an intimate

friend who addressed him always by his proper title he said: "Now call

me Lincoln, and I'll promise not to tell of the breach of etiquette

—

if you won't — and I shall have a resting spell from 'Mr. President.'"

(Noah Brooks: "Personal Recollections of
Abraham Lincoln" in "Harper's New Monthly
Magazine," I865)

* * *

(From an address before the Wisconsin Agricultural Society I859)

It is said an Eastern Monarch once charged his wise men to

invent him a sentence, to be ever in view, and which should be true and

appropriate in all times and situations. They presented him the words:
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"And this, too, shall pass away." How much it expresses I How chastening

in the hour of pride I — How consoling in the depths of afflictioni

"And this, too, shall pass away." And yet let us hope it is not quite

true. Let us hope, rather, that "by the "best cultivation of the physical

world, "beneath and around us; and the intellectual and moral world

within us, we shall secure an individual, social and political prosperity

and happiness, whose course shall be onward and upward, and which, while

the earth endures, shall not pass away,

("The Collected Works of Abraham Lincoln")

* * *

At the White House one day some gentlemen were present, excited

and troubled about the commissions or ommissions of the administration.

President Lincoln heard them patiently, and then replied: — "Gentlemen,

suppose all the property you were worth was in gold, and you had to put

it into the hands of an acrobat to carry across the Niagara River on ,a

rope, would you shake the cable, or keep shouting out to him — * Stand

up a little straighter -- stoop a little more — go a little faster —

lean a little more to the north -- lean a little more to the south'? No,

you would hold your breath as well as your tongue, and keep your hands

off until he was safe over. The Government are earring an immense weight.

Untold treasures are in their hands. They are doing the very best they

can. Don't bother them. Keep silence, and we'll get you safe across.

b (Henry Jarvis Raymond: "The Life and Public
Services of Abraham Lincoln")
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Some simple remark would often prompt Lincoln to tell an

apropos story. On one occasion Secretary of the Treasury Chase happened

to remark to Lincoln: "I am so sorry that I had to vrite a letter to

Mr. So-and-So before I left home." Lincoln promptly responded: "Chase,

never regret what you don't write; it is what you do write that you are

often called upon to feel sorry for."

(General Egbert L. Viele: "Lincoln as a Story-teller,"
in "The Independent," I895)

* * *

Judge Baldwin, of Califoniia, being in Washington, called one

day on General Halleck and asked for a pass outside the Northern lines

to see a brother in Virginia. "We have been deceived too often," said

General Halleck, "and I regret I can*t grant it." Judge Baldwin then

went to Secretary of War Stanton, and was very briefly disposed of with

the same result. Finally he obtained an interview with President Lincoln,

and stated his case. "Have you applied to General Halleck?" inquired

the President. "Yes, and met with a flat refusal," said Judge Baldwin.

"Then you must see Stanton," continued Lincoln. "I have, and with the

same result," was the reply. "Well, then," said Lincoln, with a smile,

"I can do nothing; for you must know that I have very little influence

with this administration."

(Henry Jarvis Raymond: "The Life and Public
Services of Abraham Lincoln")
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(From an address to the Indiana Legislation in I86I)

Solomon says that there is "a time to keep silence," and when

men vrangle by the month vlth no certainty that they mean the same

thing, while using the same word, it perhaps were as well if they would

keep silence.

(Nicolay and Hay: "Complete Works of Abraham
Lincoln"

)

* * *

A man watches his pear-tree day after day, impatient for the

ripening of the fruit. Let him attempt to force the process and he

may spoil both fruit and tree. But let him patiently x^it ,

and the ripe pear at length falls into his lap.... I have done what no

man could have helped doing, standing in my place.

(Francis B. Carpenter: "Six Months at the
White House with Abraham Lincoln")

* * * * ^

(Some of the items contained herein have been condensed in the interest

of brevity.)

October, 1958
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WIT AND HMOR OF LINCOLN

Captain Lincoln was drilling his men during the Black Hawk

(Indian) V7ar, marching with a front of over twenty men across a field,

L when he found himself before a gap in the fence through i>^ich he wanted

to go.

"I could not for the life of me," said Lincoln, "remember the

proper word of command for getting i^y command endvjise , so that it could

get through the gate; so, as we came near I shouted: "^This company is

dismissed for two minutes, v^en it will fall in again on the other side

of the gate ! '

"

(Ida Minerva Tarbell:
Lincoln"

)

"The Life of Abraham

In the days when Lincoln was practicing law in Springfield, he

accosted a man driving along the road. Lincoln said: "Will you have the

goodness to take my overcoat to town for me?"

"If\Q.th pleasure," replied the stranger, "but how will you get it

again?"

I

i

"Ch, very readily," said Lincoln, "as I intend to remain in it."

(Brant House: "Lincoln's mt")
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When Daniel Pierce Gardner applied to Lincoln for a soap testi-

monial, the President-Slect complied with this letter:

Springfield, Illinois,

September 28, I860

Dear Sir;

Some specimens of your soap have been used at our house and

I'^rs. L. declares it is a superb article. She at the same time, protests

that I have never given sufficient attention to the "soap question" to be

a coropetent judge. Yours truly

A. LINCOLN

("The Collected Works of Abraham Lincoln,"
edited by Roy ?• Easier)

Lincoln was a very tall man, reaching a height of six feet, four

inches. On his 56th birthday a tall New Englander was introduced to him.

When the President saw the giant, lacking but two inches of seven feet, he

was speechless with astonishment. As he surv^ed him several times from

head to foot, the well-known smile spread over his homely face, and his

sad eyes sparkled with fun, as he said: "Viy Friend, will you kindly per-

mit me to inquire if you know when your feet get cold?"

(James Grant V/ilson: "Recollections of
Lincoln"

)

* * *

Linco?.n was his own bootblack, and is known to have continued so

to be while in the White House. "In England, Mr. Lincoln, no gentleman
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blacks his own boots," is said to have been the surprised remark of an

Englishman as he came upon Lincoln in the act of applying blacking to his

pedal covertures, "lihose boots does he black?" inquired Lincoln as he

spat on his brush.

(William Eleazar Barton: "The Life
of Abraham Lincoln")

In February 1861 Lincoln made a speech in Jersey City, New

Jersey, and his remarks were received with demonstrations of applause and

the waving of handkerchiefs. Loud cries were kept up for "Lincoln,

Lincoln," and to quiet the crowd the President-Elect once more came to

the front of the platform and said:

There appears to be a desire to see more of me, and I can only

say that from rt^r position, especially when I look around the gallery

(bowing to the ladies) , I feel that I have decidedly the best of the

bargain, and in this matter I am for no compromises here.

("Ihe Collected Works of Abraham Lincoln,"
edited by Roy P. Easier)

« « *

^m A Southern lady from Tennessee came to see President Lincoln

about her husband, idio was confined at Johnson's Island, a northern prison.

She urged that her husband was a religious man and should be released.

Lincoln said: "You say your husband is a religious man. Tell him when

you meet him that I say I am not much of a judge of religion, but that,

in my opinion, the i*eligion that sets men to rebel and fight against their
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Government because, as they think, that Government does not sufficiently

help some men to eat their bread in the sweat of other men's faces, is

not the sort of religion upon which people can get to heaven." Lincoln

ordered the release of the prisoner, and then later wrote down the little

speech and added the caption, "The President's Last, Shortest, and Best

Speech .

"

(Noah Brooks: "Personal Recollections of
Abraham Lincoln")

* * *

In an interview (held at Quincy, Illinois, in I858) between

Lincoln and Petroleum V, Nasby, the name came up of a recently deceased

politician of Illinois, whose undeniable merit was blemished by an

overweening vanity. His funeral was attended by a veiy large crowd.

"If General had known how big a funeral he would have,

"

said Lincoln, "he would have died years ago."

(Allen Thorndike Rice: "Reminiscences of
Abraham Lincoln by Distinguished Men of
his Time")

* * *

A New York lawyer was desirous of being appointed as a judge.

"There are only ten," he exclaimed, "to transact the whole of the state's

affairs .

"

"And so you want to increase them to one hundred," Lincoln is

[said to have replied, "by adding a cipher to them?"

(Brant House: "Lincoln's vat")

* * *

Once an Austrian Count applied to President Lincoln for a

[position in the army. Introduced to Lincoln by the Austrian Minister, he
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explained that he was a Count, that his family were ancient and highly-

respectable, etc. Lincoln, with a merry twinkle in his eye, tapped the

Count on the shoulder, in a fatherly way, as if the man had confessed to

some wrong, and interrupted in a soothing tone: "Never mind, you shall

be treated with just as much consideration for all that."

(Francis F. Broime: "The Every-day Life
of Abraham Lincoln")

* * *

I
Told by Secretary of State Seward:

Lincoln never tells a joke for the joke's sake, they are like

the parables of old — lessons of wisdom. Let me give you an instance,

P
VJhen he first came to Washington, he was inundated with office-seekers.

One day he was particvilarly afflicted; about twenty placehunters from all

parts of the Union had taken possession of his room with bales of creden-

tials and self-recommendations about ten miles long. After a v^ile

Lincoln said:

"Gentlemen, I must tell you a little story I read one day..,..

A certain king had a minister upon vdiose judgment he always depended. . .

.

One day he took it into his head to go a hunting, and after summoning his

nobles, he summoned the minister and asked him if it wo\ild rain. The

minister told him it would not, and he and his nobles departed. While

journeying along they met a farmer on a jackass. He advised them to re-

Itum,

'For,' he said, 'it will certainly rain.' But they passed on

Soon a heavy shower came up and they were drenched to the skin.

"Wlien they had returned to the palace, the king reprimanded the

minister severely and sent for the farmer. 'Tell me,' said the king.

I
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"'I did not know,' said the fanner, 'my jackass told me,'

"'And how did he tell you?' asked the king,

"'By pricking up his ears, your majesty,' said the farmer.

"The king sent him away, and procuring the jackass of him, put

him (the jackass) in the place of his minister,

"And here," observed Lincoln, "is where the king made a great

mistake,"

"How so?" inquired his auditors eagerly.

"VJhy, ever since that time," said Lincoln, with a grin, "every

jackass wants an office,"

(Frank Leslie's Illustrated Newspaper, Oct. 31, IS63)

« *

I

Robert Dale Owen, the spiritualist, once read President Lincoln

a long manuscript on an abstruse subject with which that rather erratic

person loved to deal. Lincoln listened patiently until the author asked

for his opinion. The President replied vrLth a yawn; "Well, for those

who like that sort of thing it is just about the sort of thing they would

like,"

(Anthony Gross: "Lincoln's Own Stories")

(Lincoln said in 1858)

"It's a fortunate thing I wasn't born a woman, for I cannot

refuse anything."

(William E. Barton: "The Life of
Abraham Lincoln")
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(Lincoln said in 1862)

"Horace Greeley reminds me of the big fellow whose little wife

beat him over the head without resistance. The man said to others, 'Let

her alone. It don't hurt me and it does her a power of good.'"

(Carl Sandburg: "Abraham Lincoln; the
War Years")

(Lincoln said in 1862)

"He can compress the most words into the smallest ideas of any

man I ever met."

(Anthony Gross: "Lincoln's Oi-m Stories")

(Some of these anecdotes have been condensed in the interest of

brevity.)

October, 1958

i
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LINCOLN LETTEIiS

To Jesse ¥, Fell, enclosing autobiography

USIA-IPS

J. Vj, Fell, Esq

Springfield

Dec, 20, 1859

Ify dear Sir:

Herewith is a little sketch, as you requested. There is not

much of it, for the reason, I suppose, that there is not much of me.

If any thing be made out of it, I wish it to be modest, and

not to go beyond the material. If it were thought necessary to incorpo-

rate any thing from any of my speeches, I suppose there would be no

objection. Of course it must not appear to have been viritten by myself,

I Yours very truly

^P I was born February 12, l809, in Hardin County, Kentucky*

I'ly parents were both born in Virginia, of undistinguished families

—

second families, perhaps I should say. Ify mother, who died in my tenth

year, was of a family of the name of Hanks, some of whom now reside in

iidams, and others in Macon County, Illinois. I^ paternal grandfather.

A. LINCOLN
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jibraham LincoLi, emigrated from Rockingham County, Virginia, to

Kentucky about I78I or 1782, where a year or two later he was killed

by the Indians, not in battle, but by stealth, when he was laboring

to open a farm in the forest. His ancestors, who were Quakers, went to

Virginia from Berks County, Pennsylvania, An effort to identify them

with the New England family of the same name ended in nothing more

definite, than a similarity of Christian names in both families, such

as Enoch, Levi, Mordecai, Solomon, Abraham, and the like,.

^ty father, at the death of his father, was but six years of

age, and he grew up, literally without education. He removed from

Kentucky to what is now Spencer County, Indiana, in my eighth year»

VJe reached our new home about the time the State came into the Union,

It was a wild region, with many bears and other wild animals still in

the woods. There I grew up. There were some schools, so called; but

no qualification vjas ever required of a teacher beyond "readin*,

vnritin', and cipherin'," to the Rule of Three, If a straggler supposed

to understand Latin, happened to sojourn in the neighborhood, he was

looked upon as a wizard. There was absolutely nothing to excite

ambition for education. Of course, when I came of age I did not know

much. Still, somehow, I could read, write, and cipher to the Rule of

Three; but that xras all, I have not been to school since. The little

advance I now have upon this store of education, I have picked up from

time to time under the pressure of necessity,

I was raised to farm work, which I continued till I was

twenty-tvjo. At tx-ienty-one I came to Illinois, and passed the first

year in Illinois—Macon County, Then I got to New Salem, at that time
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in Sangamon, nou in Menard County, where I remained a year as a sort

of Clerk in a store. Then came the Black Hawk War; and I was elected

a Captain of Volunteers—a success which gave me more pleasure than any

I have had since, I went the campaign, was elated, ran for the

Legislature the same year (1832), and vjas beaten — the only time I

ever have been beaten by the people. The next, and three succeeding

biennial elections, I was elected to the Legislature. I was not a

candidate aften-jard. During this Legislative period I had studied law,

and removed to Springfield to practice it. In l8ii6 I was once elected

to the lOTver House of Congress. VJas not a candidate for re-election*

From 181;9 to l85i|, both inclusive, practiced law more assiduously than

ever before, i-ilways a VJhig in politics, and generally on the Whig

electoral tickets, making active canvasses. I was losing interest in

politics when the repeal of the Missouri Compromise aroused me again.

VJhat I have done since then is pretty well known.

If any personal description of me is thought desirable, it

may be said, I an^ in height, six feet, four inches, nearly; lean in

flesh, weighing, on an average, one hundred and eighty pounds; dark

complexion, with coarse black hair, and grey eyes~no other marks or

brands recollected. Yours very truly

A, LINCOLN

«•««•
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(This letter written by Lincoln when he vias a la;^er

typifies the many acts that earned him the sobriquet

"Honest Abe.")

To George P. Floyd

Springfield, Illinois,

j^lr, George P, Floyd, February 21, 1856

Quincy, Illinois.

Dear Sir: I have just received yours of l6th, with check on

Flagg & Savage, for twenty-five dollars. You must think I am a high-

priced man. You are too liberal with your money.

Fifteen dollars is enough for the job, I send you a receipt

for fifteen dollars, and return to you a ten-dollar bill. Yours truly,

A. LINCOLN.

><. -K ^L
/\ r\ /v

(Excerpt from a letter)

To Heni^'- L, Pierce and Others

Springfield, Illinois

Gentlemen: April 6, 1859

•*,••• This is a world of compensations j and he who would be

no slave, must consent to have no slave. Those who deny freedom to

others, deserve it not for themselves j and, under a just God, can not

long^ retain it.
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All honor to Jefferson—to the man who, in the concrete

presence of a struggle for national independence by a single people,

had the coolness, forecast, and capacity to introduce into a merely

revolutionary document, an abstract truth, applicable to all men and

all times, and so embalm it there, that to-day, and in all coming days,

it shall be a rebuke and a stumbling-block to the very harbingers of

re-appearing tyranny and oppression. Your obedient Servant

A. LINCOLN

•}$ * -Jt

Letter to William D, Kelley

Private

Hon.. William D. Kelly

Springfield, Illinois

Oct-.-13. i860

lly dear Sir:

Yours of the 6th, asking permission to inscribe your new

legal work to me, is received. Gratefully accepting the proffered honor,

I give the leave, begging only that the inscription may be in modest

terms, not representing me as a man of great learning, or a very extraor-

dinary one in any respect. Yours very truly

A, LINCOLN

•«• * «•
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(In answer to a letter written by a little girl of VJestfield, Mew York,

in xvhich she told him that she was 11 years old and asked him "to let

his whiskers grow," She added: "You would look a great deal better for

your face is so thin,")

Letter to Grace Bedell

Private

Springfield, Illinois

Miss, Grace Bedell October 19 • i860

>^ dear little Mss,

Your very agreeable letter of the l5th, is received^

I regret the necessity of saying I have no daughters, I have

three sons—one seventeen, one nine, and one seven, years of age. They,

with their mother, constitute my whole family,

AS to the whiskers, having never worn any, do you not think

people would call it a piece of silly affection if I were to begin it

now? Your very sincere well-id-sher

A, LINCOLN.

(Not long aften-jards, Lincoln let his beard grow. Happening

to pass through Westfield, he asked for his little friend and said,

"You see I let these whiskers grovr for you, Grace*")

^- >{ A'r
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To Ephraim J), and Phoebe Sllsuorth

To the Father and Mother of Col, Washington^ D, C,

Elmer E» Ellswortii May 25 » I86I

jyjjr dear Sir and Madam.: In the untimely loss of your noble son, our

affliction here, is scarcely less than your own. So much of promised

usefulness to one's country, and of bright hopes for one's self and

friends^ have rarely been so suddenly dashed, as in his fall*, In size,

in years, and in youthful appearance, a boy only, his power to command

men, was surpassingly great. This poxjer, combined with a fine intellect,

an indomitable energy, and a taste altogether military, constituted in

him, as seemed to me, the best natural talent, in that department, I

ever Imew,

And yet he was singularly modest and deferential in social

intercourse, l^ acquaintance with him began less than two Yeavs agoj

yet through the latter half of the intervening period, it vjas as intimate

as the disparity of our ages, and my engrossing engagements, would

permit. To me, he appeared to have no indulgences or pastimes j and I

never heard him utter a profane, or an intemperat e word. "Viniat was

conclusive of his good heart, he never forgot his parents. The honors

he labored for so laudably, and, in the sad end he so gallantly gave

his life, he meant for them, no less than for himself.

In the hope that it may be no intrusion upon the sacredness

of your sorrow, I have ventured to address you this tribute to the

memory'' of my young friend, and your brave and early fallen child

»
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May God give you that consolation which is beyond all earthly

poi\rer. Sincerely yoiir friend in a comnon affliction —

A. LINCOLN

To George D« Ramsay

Executive Mansion
*

i^Iajr* Ramsay October 17^ I86I

^iy dear Sir

The lady — bearer of this — sB.ys she has two sons who want

to work. Set them at it, if possible. Wanting to work is so rare a

merit, that it should be encouraged. Yours truly

A. LINCOLN

To Edwin M, Stanton

Executive Mansion

Hon Sec of War January 22, 1862

I^ Dear Sir

On reflection I think it will not do as a rule for the

Adjutant General to attend me wherever I go^ not that I have any

objection to his presence, but that it would be an uncompensating

incumbrance both to him and me, VJhen it shall occur to me to go any-
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where J I x-Tish to be free to go at once, and not to have to notify the

Adjutant General, and wait till he can get ready. It is better, too,

for the public service, that he shall give his time to the business of

his office, and not to personal attendance on me, VJhile I thanlc you for

your kindness of the suggestion, my view of the matter is as I have

stated. Yours truly

A. LINCOLN

To Fanny McCullough

Executive Mansion

Washington, December 23^ l862»

Dear Fanny

It is T-rith deep grief that I learn of the death of your kind and

brave Father] and, especiallj^, that it is affecting your young heart

beyond what is comraon in such cases. In this sad world of ours, sorrow

comes to allj and, to the young, it comes with bitterest agony, because

it takes them unawares. The older have learned to ever expect it. I am

an:cious to afford some alleviation of your present distress. Perfect

relief is not possible, except with time. You can not now realize that

you Trill ever feel better. Is not this so? i^nd yet it is a mistake*

You are sure to be happy again. To know this, which is certainly true,

vjill make you some less miserable now, I have had e:cperience enough

to know V7hat I say; and you need only to believe it, to feel better at
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once. The memory of your dear Father, instead of an agony, will yet be

a sad sweet feeling in your heart, of a purer, and holier sort than you

have known before.

Please present my kind regards to your afflicted mother*

Your sincere friend

A. LINCOLN

Mss, Fanny McCullough.,

•« ^ -jf

(Excerpt from a letter)

To the Workingmen of Manchester, England

Executive Mansion, Washington.

To the workingmen of I^nchester: January 19, I863

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the address

and resolutions which you sent to me on the eve of the new year.

... I know and deeply deplore the sufferings which the

workingmen at Manchester and in all Europe are called to endure in this

crisis. It has been often and studiously represented that the attempt

to overthrow this government, which was built upon the foundation of

human rights, and to substitute for it one which should rest exclusively

on the basis of human slavery, was likely to obtain the favor of Europe,

Through the actions of our disloyal citizens the workingmen of Europe

rhave been subjected to a severe trial, for the purpose of forcing their

sanction to that attempt. Under these circumstances, I cannot but

regard your decisive utterance upon the question as an instance of

sublime Christian heroism vjhich has not been surpassed in any age or in
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any country. It is, indeed, an energetic and reinspiring assurance of

the inherent power of truth and of the ultimate and universal triuinph

of justice, humanity, and freedom, I do not doubt that the sentiments

you have expressed uill be sustained by your great nation, and, on the

other hand, I have no hesitation in assuring you that they xd.ll excite

admiration, esteem, and the most reciprocal feelings of friendship among

the American people. I hail this interchange of sentiment, therefore,

as an augur;^'" that, whatever else may happen, whatever misfortune may

befall your country or my own, the peace and friendship vjhich now exist

between the two nations "will be, as it shall be ray desire to make them,

perpetual,

ABRAHAM LINCOLN

^'<r •}$ •i'<r

To James H, Hackett

Executive Mansion,

Washington, August 17, 1863«

I^ dear Sir:

Months ago I should have acknowledged the receipt of your

book, and accompanying kind note; and I now have to beg your pardon for

not having done so.

For one of my age, I have seen very little of the drama. The

first presentation of Falstaff I ever saw vxas yours here, last winter

or spring. Perhaps the best compliment I can pay is to say, as I

truly can, I am very am:ious to see it again. Some of Shakespeare's

I
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plays I have never read; while others I have gone over perhaps as

frequently as any unprofessional reader. Among the latter are Lear,

Richard III, Henry VIII, Hamlet, and especially Macbeth. I think

nothing equals Macbeth. It is wonderful. Unlike you gentlemen of the

profession, I think the soliloquy in Hamlet commencing "0, my offence

is rank" surpasses that commencing "To be or not to be." But pardon

this small attempt at criticism. I should like to hear you pronounce

the opening speech of Richard III. Will you not soon visit Washington

again? If you do, please call and let me make your personal

acquaintance. Yours truly

A. LINCOLN

James H. Kackett, Esq

* * *

(Excerpt from a letter)

To James C. Conkling

Executive Mansion,

Hon. James C. Conkling Washington, August 26, 1863.

My Dear Sir.

I Peace does not appear so distant as it did. I hope it will

come soon, and come to stay; and so come as to be worth the keeping in

all future time. It will then have been proved that, among free men.

i
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there can be no successful appeal from the ballot to the bullet; and

that they who take such appeal are sure to lose their case, and pay the

cost. And then, there will be some black men who can remember that,

with silent tongue, and clenched teeth, and steady eye, and well-poised

bayonet, they have helped manlcind on to this great consummationj while

I fear, there will be some white ones, unable to forget that, with

malignant heart, and deceitful speech, they strove to hinder it»

Still, let us not be over-sanguine of a speedy final triumph..

Let us be ouite sober. Let us diligently apply the means, never

doubting that a just God, in his own good time, will give us the

rightful result » Yours very truly

A. LINCOLM

4C- * *

To Edwin M» Stanton

Executive Ifension

Hon. Sec. of Tfjar — Washington, MaiTch 1, l861i.,

l^ dear Sir:

^i. poor widow, by the name of Baird, has a son in the Army,

that for som.e offence has been sentenced to serve a long time T-rithout

pay, or at most, with very little pay, I do not like this punishment

of withholding pay—it falls so very hard upon poor families. After

he has been serving in this way for several months, at the tearful

appeal of the poor Mother, I made a direction that he be allowed to
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enlist for a new term, on the same conditions as others. She now

comes, and says she can not get it acted upon. Please do it. Yours

truly

A. LINCOLN

^- ^ -K-

To I'trs, Lydia Blxby

Eicecutive Mansion,

Washington, November 21, lQ6h»

Dear Madam,— I have just been shox^m in the files of the War Depart-

ment a statement of the Adjutant General of ^Massachusetts, that you are

the mother of five sons who have died gloriously on the field of battle,

I feel how weak and fruitless must be any words of mine which

should attempt to beguile you from the grief of a loss so overwhelming.

But I cannot refrain from tendering to you the consolation that may be

found in the thanks of the Republic they died to save.

I pray that our Heavenly Father may assuage the anguish of

your bereavement, and leave you only the cherished memory of the

loved and lost, and the solemn pride that must be yours, to have laid
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so costly a sacrifice upon the altar of Freedom, Yours, very sincerely

and respectfully,

A. LINCOLN

Mrs, Bixby

^ ^- ^,!r -5:- -JJ-

(In some instances in the letters given above the modern version of

an older word form or usage has been adopted to ease translation.

)

October, 1958
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LINCOLN SPEECHES

From a Communication to the People of Sangamo County. March 9t 1832

Every man is said to have his peculiar ambition. Whether it be

true or not, I can say for one that I have no other so great as that of

being truly esteemed of my fellow men, by rendering myself worthy of their

esteem. How far I shall succeed in gratifjring this ambition, is yet to be

developed. I am young and unknown to many of you. I was born and have

ever remained in the most humble walks of life. I have no wealthy or

popular relations to recommend me. My case is thrown exclusively upon

the independent voters of this county, and if elected they will have con-

ferred a favor upon me for which I shall be unremitting in my labors to

compensate. But if the good people in their wisdom shall see fit to keep

me in the background, I have been too familiar with disappointments to be

very much chagrined.

* Sangamo Journal, lyiarch 15, 1832, Nicolay and Hay, the editors of "The
Complete Works of Abraham Lincoln," 1930 » state that this communication
was distributed as a handbill. If so no copies seem to have survived.
("The Collected VJbrks of Abraham Lincoln," edited by Roy P. Easier;

1953)
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i
From Address before the Young Men*s Lyceum of Springfield, Illinois.

I

January 27, I838.

Let every American, every lover of liberty, every wel3 wisher

to his posterity, swear by the blood of the Revolution, never to violate

in the least particular the laws of the country; and never to tolerate

their violation by others. As the patriots of seventy-six did to the

support of the Declaration of Independence, so to the support of the

Constitution and Lawstlet every American pledge his life, his property,

and his sacred honor, let every man remember that to violate the law is

to trample on the blood of his father, and to tear the charter of his

own and his children *s liberty. Let reverence for the laws be breathed

by every American mother to the lisping babe that prattles on her lap.

Let it be taught in schools, in seminaries; and in colleges. Let it be

written in primers, spelling-books, and in almanacs. Let it be preached

from the pulpit, proclaimed in legislative halls, and enforced in coiirts

of justice. And, in short, let it become the political religion of

the nation.

From Address before the Washington Temperance Society,

Springfield, Illinois. February 22, 18^2.

When the conduct of men is designed to be influenced, per-

suasion, kind, unassuming persuasion, should ever be adopted. It is an

old and a true maxim, that a "drop of honey catches more flies than a

gallon of gall." So with men. If you would win a man to your cause.
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first convince him that you are his sincere friend. Therein is a drop of

honey that catches his heart, which, say what he will, is the great high-

road to his reason, and which, when once gained, you will find but little

trouble in convincing his judgment of the justice of your cause, if indeed

that cause really be a just one. On the contrary, assume to dictate to

his judgment, or to command his action, or to mark him as one to be shunned

and despised, and he will retreat within himself, close all the avenues to

his head and liis heart; and though your cause be naked truth itself,

transformed to the heaviest lance, harder than steel, and sharper than

steel can be made, and though you throw it with more than Herculean force

and precision, you shall no more be able to pierce him, than to penetrate

the hard shell of a tortoise with a rye straw. Such is man, and so must

he be understood by those \jho would lead him, even to his own best

interest ...

A Fragment on Slavery. July 1, 185^(7) *

If A. can prove, however conclusively, that he may, of right,

enslave B. — \^y may not B. snatch the same argument, and prove equally,

that he may enslave A7 — You say A. is white and B. is black. It is

color , then; the lighter having the right to enslave the darker? Take

care. By this rule you are to be slave to the first man you meet vjith a

fairer skin than your own.

* Not a speech but a note
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You do not mean color exactly? You mean the whites are intel-

lectually the superiors of the blacks, and therefore have the right to

enslave them? Take care again. By this rule you are to be slave to the

first man you meet with an intellect superior to your own.

But, say you, it is a question of interest ; and, if you make

it your interest , you have the right to enslave another. Very well.

And if he can make it his interest, he has the right to enslave you,

it * n

From "A House Divided," Speech at Springfield, Illinois

June 16, 1858.

We are now far into the fifth year since a policy was initiated

with the avowed object, and confident promise, of putting an end to

slavery agitation. Under the operation of that policy, that agitation

has not only, not ceased, but has constantly augmented. In my opinion,

it will not cease, iintil a crisis shall have been reached, and passed,

"A house divided against itself cannot stand." I believe this govern-

ment cannot endure, permanently half slave and half free, I do not

expect the Union to be dissolved— I do not expect the house to fall —
but I do expect it will cease to be divided. It will become all one

thing, or all the other. Either the opponents of slavery will arrest

the further spread of it, and place it where the public mind shall rest

in the belief that it is in course of ultimate extinctioni or its

advocates will push it forward, till it shall become alike lawful in all

the States, old as v^ell as new — North as well as South,
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Farewell Address at Springfield, Illinois.

February 11, 1861.

^fy ftiends — No one, not in my situation, can appreciate my

feeling of sadness at this parting. To this place, and the kindness of

these people, I owe every thing. Here I have lived a quarter of a century,

and have passed from a young to an old man. Here my children have been

bom, and one is buried. I now leave, not knowing when, or whether ever,

I may return, with a task before me greater than that lAiich rested upon

Washington. Without the assistance of that Divine Being, who ever

attended him, I cannot succeed. With that assistance I cannot fail.

Trusting in Him, who can go with me, and remain with you, and be every

where for good, let us confidently hope that all will yet be well. To

His care commending you, as I hope in your prayers you will commend me,

I bid you an affectionate farewell.

» « »

From Speech in Independence Hall, Philadelphia .

February 22, 1861.

I have never had a feeling politically that did not spring

from the sentiments embodied in the Declaration of Independence.

I have often pondered over the dangers which were inciured

by the men who assembled here and framed and adopted that Declaration

of Independence — I have pondered over the toils that were endured by

the officers and soldiers of the army, who achieved that Independence.

I have often inquired of myself, what great principle or idea it was that
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kept this Confederacy so long together* It was not the mere matter of

the separation of the colonies from the mother land; but that sentiment in

the Declaration of Independence which gave liberty, not alone to the people

of this country, but hope to the world for all future time. It was that

\Aich gave promise that in due time the weights would be lifted from the

shoiilders of all men, and that all should have an equal chance* This is

the sentiment embodied in that Declaration of Independence*

# 4f «

?Vom First Message to the United States Congress, at the Special session

This is essentially a People's contest. On the side of the

Union, it is a struggle for maintaining in the world, that form, and

substance of government, whose leading object is, to elevate the condi-

tion of men — to lift artificial weights from all shoulders — to clear

the paths of laudable pursuit for all — to afford all, an unfettered

start, and a fair chance, in the race of life.*««*«

Our popular government has often been called an experiment.

Two points in it, our people have already settled — the successful

establishing, and the successful administering of it. One still remains —
its successful maintenance against a formidable internal attempt to

overthrow it. It is now for them to demonstrate to the world, that

those who can fairly carry an election, can also suppress a rebellion —

that ballots are the rightful, and peaceful, successors of bullets; and

that \jben ballots have fairly, and constitutionally, decided, there can
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be no successful appeal, back to bullets; that there can be no success-

ful appeal, except to ballots themselves, at succeeding elections. Such

will be a great lesson of peace; teaching men that \diat they cannot

take by an election, neither can they take by a war — teaching all, the

folly of being the beginners of a war.

4( » ^

From ?fessage to Congress at its Regular Session.

December 3, 1861

Labor is prior to, and independent of, capital. Capital is

only the fruit of labor, and could never have existed if labor had

not first existed. Labor is the siqjerior of capital, and deserves

much the higher consideration. Capital has its rights, which are as

worthy of protection as any other rights. Nor is It denied that there

is, and probably always will be, a relation between labor and capital,

producing mutual benefits. The error is in assuming that the whole

labor of community exists within that relation. A few men own capital,

and that few avoid labor themselves, and, with their capital, hire or

buy another few to labor for them. A large majority belong to neither

class — neither work for others, nor have others working for them....

Man with their families — wives, sons, and daughters — work for them-

selves, on their farms, in their houses, and in their shops, taking the

whole product to themselves, and asking no favors of capital on the one

hand, nor of hired laborers or slaves on the other. It is not forgotten

that a considerable number of persons mingle their own labor with capital
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that is, they labor with their own hands, and also buy or hire others

to labor for them; but this is only a mixed, and not a distinct class.

No principle stated is disturbed by the existence of this mixed class.

Again: as has already been said, there is not, of necessity,

any such thing as the free hired laborer being fixed to that condition

for life. Many independent men, everywhere in these States, a few years

back in their lives, were hired laborers. The prudent, penniless begin-

ner in the world, labors for wages awhile, saves a surplus with which

to buy tools or land for himself; then labors on his own account another

while, and at length hires another new beginner to help hjm. This is

the just, and generous, and prosperous system, which opens the way to all

gives hope to all, and consequent energy, and progress, and improvement

of condition to all.

No men living are more worthy to be trusted than those who

toil up from poverty— none less inclined to take, or touch, aught which

they have not honestly earned. Let them beware of surrendering e

political power which they already possess, and which, if surrendered,

will surely be used to close the door of advancement against such as

they, and to fix new disabilities and burdens upon them, till all of

liberty shall be lost.

n it It
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From Reply to Emancipation Memorial Presented by Chicago
Christians of All Denominations. September 13. 1862.

The subject presented in the memorial is one upon vihich I have

thought much for weeks past, and I may even say for months. I am ap-

proached with the most opposite opinions and advice, and that by religious

men, who are equally certain that they represent the Divine X\rill. I am

sure that either the one or the other class is mistaken in that belief,

and perhaps in some resj)ects both, I hope it will not be irreverent for

me to say that if it is probable that God would reveal His will to

others, on a point so connected with my duty, it might be supposed that

He would reveal it directly to me; for, unless I am more deceived in

myself than I often am, it is my earnest desire to know the will of

Providence in this matter. And if I can learn x^ihat it is, I will do

it! These are not, however, the days of miracles, and I suppose it will

be granted that I am not to expect a direct revelation, I must study

the plain, physical facts of the case, ascertain what is possible, and

learn what appears to be wise and right.

* 4: «

From Annual Message to Congress. December 1, 1862.

We cannot escape history. We of this Congress and this

administration, will be remembered in spite of ourselves. No per-

sonal significance, or insignificance, can spare one or another of us.

The fiery trial through which we pass, will light us down, in honor

or dishonor, to the latest generation. We say we are for the Union,
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The world will not forget that we say this. V/e know how to save the

Union. The world knows we do know how to save it. We —• even we hore —
hold the power, and bear the responsibility. In giving freedom to the

slave, we assure freedom to the free — honorable alike in what we give,

and what we preserve. We shall nobly save, or meanly lose, the last

best, hope cf earth. Other means may succeed; this could not fail.

The way is plain, peaceful, generous, just — a way which, if followed,

the world will forever applaud, and God must forever bless.

if » *

Address Delivered at the Dedication of the Cemetery at

Gettysburg. NovbSjer 19. 1863.

Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on

this continent a new nation, conceived in Liberty, and dedicated to

the proposition that all men are created equal.

Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether

that nation, or any nation so conceived, and so dedicated, can long

endure. We are met on a great battle-field of that war. We have come

to dedicate a portion of that field, as a final resting place for those

who here gave their lives that that nation might live. It is altogether

fitting and proper that we should do this.

But, in a larger sense, we cannot dedicate — we cannot

consecrate — we cannot hallow — this ground. The brave men, living

and dead, who struggled here, have consecrated it, far above our poor

power to add or detract. The world will little note, nor long remember
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what we say here, but it can never forget what they did here. It is

for us, the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished work

which they who fought here have, thus far, so nobly advanced. It is rather

for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before us —
that from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause

for which they gave the last full measure of devotion — that we here

highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain — that this

nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom — and that govern-

ment of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from

the earth*

^he famous Gettysburg Address, which ranks as one of the
greatest speeches in the English language, consists of only
10 sentences and took but two short minutes to deliver. Its
last words: "Government of the people, by the people, for the
people" expressed Lincoln's idea of American Democracy^

# % *

From Address at Sanitary Fair in Baltimore* April 18, 1864.>

We all declare for liberty; but in uaing the same word , we do

not all mean the same thing* With some, the word liberty may mean for

each man to do as he pleases with himself and the product of his labor;

while with others, the same word may mean for some men to do as they please

with other men and the product of other men's labor* Here are two,

not only different, but incompatible things, called by the same name —
liberty. And it follows that each of the things is, by the respective

parties, called Ijy two different and incompatible names — liberty and

tyranny.
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The shepherd drives the wolf from the sheep's throat, for

which the sheep thanks the shepherd as a liberator, while the wolf

denounces him for the same act as the destroyer of liberty, especially

as the sheep was a black one. Plainly, the sheep and the wolf are not

agreed upon a definition of the word liberty j and precisely the same

difference prevails to-day among us human creatures, even in the North,

and all professing to love liberty.

From Speech to the l66th Ohio Regiment, August 22, 1864.,

It is not merely for to-day, but for all time to come that

we should perpetuate for our children's children that great and free

government, which we have enjoyed all our lives. I beg you to remember

this, not merely for my sake, but for yours, I happen, temporarily, to

occupy this big White House, I am a living witness that any one of

your children may look to come here as my father's child has. It is in

order that each one of you may have through this free government which

we have enjoyed, an open field and a fair chance for your industry, ei>-

terprise, and intelligence j that you may all have equal privileges in

the race of life, with all its desirable human aspirations. It is for

this the struggle should be maintained, that we may not lose our birth-

right — not only for one, but for two or three years. The nation is

worth fighting for, to secure such an inestimable jewel,

« » «
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From Second Inaugural Address. March Uy 1865.

On the occasion corresponding to this fo\ir years ago, all

thoughts were anxiously directed to an Impending civil war. All dreaded

it — all sought to avert it,. ••Both parties deprecated war; but one of

them would make war rather than let the nation survive; and the other

would accept war rather than let it perish. And the war came...

With malice toward none, with charity for all; with firmness

in the right, as God gives us to see the right, let us strive on to

finish the work we are in; to bind up the nation's wounds; to care for

him who shall have borne the battle, and for his widow and his orphan —

to do all which may achieve and cherish a just, and a lasting peace,

among ourselves, and with all nations.

* * % % *

(To ease translation, spelling and punctuation in some of the

foregoing quotations have been changed to conform to modern usage.)

October, 1958
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FIFTY LINCOLN QUOTATIONS

Why should there not be a patient confidence in the iiltimate

justice of the people? Is there ar^ better or equal hope, in the world? (1)

As I would not be a slave, so I would not be a master. This

expresses my idea of democracy* Whatever differs from this to the extent

of the difference, is no democracy, ^ '

Suppose you go to war, you cannot fight always; and v±ien, after

much loss on both sides, and no gain on either, you cease fighting, the

identical old questions, as to terms of intercourse, are again upon you. (3)

Our reliance is in the love of liberty v^ich God has planted in

our bosoms. Our defense is in the preservation of the spirit which prizes

(h)
liberty as the heritage of all men, in all lands, every vdiere.^

Reference notes are grouped together at the end of this selection of
quotations

•
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This is a world of compensations; and he who would be no slave,

must consent to have no slave. Those who deny freedom to others, deserve

it not for themselves; and, under a just God, can not long retain it.

If we do right, God xd.ll be with us, and if God is with us, we

cannot fail.^^

(7)
The better part of one's life consists of his friendships.

We can succeed only by concert. It is not "can any of us

imagine better?" but "can we all do better?" (^)

« « *

There is no grievance that is a fit object of redress by mob

law. (9)

The severest justice may not always be the best policy. ^-^^^

No man is good enough to govern another man, without that

other's consent. ^-^^

« :(c 4c

I believe each individual is naturally entitled to do as he

pleases id.th himself and the fruit of his labor, so far as it in no wise

interferes with any other man's rights. ^ ^
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The loss of enemies does not compensate for the loss of friends. ^ ^^

4f * *

How miserably things seem to "be arranged in this world. If

we have no friends, we have no pleasure; and if we have them, we are

sure to lose them, and he douhly pained hy the loss. ^ '

•X- * *

Free labor has the inspiration of hope; pure slavery has no

hope. The power of hope upon human exertion, and happiness is

wonderful. '-^5)

* * *

I cannot understand why men should be so eager after wealth.

Wealth is simply a superfluity of what we don*t need. ^-^"^

* 45- *

The way for a young man to rise, is to improve himself every

way he can. ^"''

'

Resolve to be honest at all events.

4e * *

(18)

I believe I shall never be old enough to speak without

embarrassment when I have nothing to talk about. ^ ^'

•)f * *

A man has not time to spend half his life in quarrels. If

any man ceases to attack me, I never remember the past against him. (20)

X- * *
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FIFTY LINCOLN QUOTATIONS . k -

The reasonable men of the world have long since agreed that

inteinperance is one of the greatest, if not the very greatest of all evils

(21^
among mankind. ^ '

Advancement — improvement in condition — is the order of things

m a society of equals.

I am not ashamed to confess that twenty-five years ago I was a

hired laborer, mauling rails. at work on a flatboat — just what might

(23)
happen to any poor man's son! I want every man to have a chance,

* 4e *

The strongest bond of human syit^Dathy, outside of the family

relation, should be one uniting all working people, of all nations, and

tongues, and kindreds.
^^'^^

Property is the fruit of labor — property is desirable — — is

a positive good in the world. That some should be rich, shows that others

may become rich, and hence is just encouragement to industry and enter-

prise, ^^^^

* * iti

I hold /^hat7 if the Almighty had ever made a set of men that

should do all the eating and none of the work, he would have made them

with mouths only and no hands, and if he /Had/ ever made another class

that he had intended should do all the work and none of the eating, he

would have made them without mouths and with all hands. ^ '
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No men living are more worthy to "be trusted than those who

toil up from poverty -- none less inclined to take, or touch, aught

which they have not honestly earned. (27)

* * ^

The true rule, in determining to emhrace, or reject any thing,

is not whether it have any evil in it; hut whether it have more of evil

than of good. There are few things wholly evil or wholly good. ^^^'

* * *

You can fool all the people some of the time and some of the

people all the time, but you cannot fool all the people all the

time. (29)

* * *

The plainest print cannot "be read through a gold eagle.* ^3^'

* * *

The man who stands "by and says nothing, when the peril of his

government is discussed, can not be misunderstood. If not hindered, he

is sure to help the enemy. Much more, if he talks ambiguously — talks

for his country with "buts" and "ifs" and "ands." (3l)

* * *

It is my pleasiire that my children are free and happy, and

unrestrained by parental tyranny. Love is the chain whereby to bind a

child to its parents. (32)

•':'!

A gold coin of the time, worth $10, so-called because of the eagle
inpressed on the reverse.



.;Wi.iA"

X^ino^r J. :C! 0*:k

)Lf^^

\n j:oo^ , t fo"-

^Ot i^i.'

•: f;^ O
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We "better know there is a fire whence we see much smoke rising

than could laiow it by one or two ^/itnesses swearing to it. The witnesses

may coiamit perjury, "but the smoke can not. ^33;

* * *

Let every American, every lover of liberty, every well wisher

to his posterity, swear by the blood of the Revolution, never to violate

in the least particular, the laws of the country; and never to tolerate

their violation by others. ^3^;

* * *

Let reverence for the laws be breathed by every American mother,

to the lisping babe, that prattles on her lap — let it be taught in

schools, in seminaries, and in colleges — let it be written in primers,

spelling books, and in almanacs — let it be preached from the pulpit,

proclaimed in legislative halls, and enforced in courts of Justice. And,

in short, let it become the political religion of the nation. (35)

* * *

Every man is said to have his peculiar ambition . Whether it be

true or not, I can say for one that I have no other so great as that of

being truly esteemed of my fellow men, by rendering myself worthy of

their esteem. (3d)

•X- * *

I happen temporarily to occupy this big White House. I am a

living witness that any one of your children may look to come here as

my father's child has. It is in order that each of you may have through
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this free govemrnent which we have enjoyed, an open field and a fair

chance for your industry, enterprise and intelligence; that you may all

have equal privileges in the race of life, with all its decirable human

aspirations . ( 37

)

* * -x-

I am conscious of no desire for my country's welfare, that is

not in consonance with His (God's) will, and of no plan upon which we

may not ask His hlessing. It seems to me that if there be one subject

upon which all good men may unitedly agree, it is imploring the gracious

favor of the God of Nations upon the struggles our people are making for

the preservation of their precious birthright of civil and religious

liberty. (38)

* * *

I do the veiy best I know how — the very best I can; and I

mean to keep doing so until the end. If the end brings me out all right,

what is said against me won't amount to anything. If the end brings me

out wrong, ten angels swearing I was right would make no difference. '39}

* * *

Important principles may, and must, be inflexible.

* ^ *

(ho)

Let us have faith that right makes might, and in that faith,

let us, to the end, dare to do our duty as we understand it. (^l)

* * *
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Stand with anjteo<^that stands right. Stand with him while he

is right, and paft with him when he gees wrong. (^2)

« # 4i-

A house divided against itself cannot stand. (^3)

* * *

It's a fortunate thing I wasn't bom a woman, for I cannot

refuse anything, it seems, v^^/

« 4f 4t

Die irhen I may, I ^mnt it said of me by those who know me

best, that I alvmyv*? plucked a thistle and planted a flever T:hcn I

thought a flo-i.-er would grow. ^^5)

* * *

Ballots are the rightful, and peaceful, successors of bullets;....

when ballots have fairly, and constitutionally, decided, there can be no

successful appeal- ba'ik to bullets; ... .there can be no succGSPful appeal,

except to ballots thcir?i?elves, at succeeding electi^ons. ^
""^^

4t- * «

That (morality) is the real issue It is the eternal strufs-gle

between these two principles -- right and T/rong — throuchov.t -i-h^ world.

They are the t-^/o principles that have stood face to face fmm ths b'^girning

of time; and will ever continue to strrgfrle. The one is fio crnion right

of humanity and the other the divine right of Id-ngs. It is the same

principle in whatever shape it develops itself. It is the nam-r? spirit

that says, "You work and toil and earn bread, and I'll eat it." No
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matter in what shape it comes, whether from the mouth of a king who seeks

to "bestride the people of his nation and live by the fruit of their labor,

or from one race of mea as an apology for enslaving another race, it is

the same tyrannical principle, (^7)

* * *

The will of God prevails. In great contests each party claims

to act in accordance with the will of God. Both may be, and one must be

wrong. God can not be for, and against the same thing at the same

time. (^)

* * *

I think the Lord must love the plain people, he has made so

many of them. '^9)

* * *

Labor is the great source from which nearly all, if not all,

human comforts and necessities are drawn. '^ '
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Reference Notes (continued)
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{2k) The Collected Works of Abraham Lincoln. (Vol. T , p. 259)
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(30) The Collected Works of Abraham Lincoln. (Vol. 2, p. U09)
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FIFTY Li:;ccLi\: quotations - 12 -
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(k9) James Grant Wilson: "Recollections of Lincoln," Putnam's
Magazine, 1909

(50) The Collected Works of Abraliam Lincoln. (Vol. 3, p.459)
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A House Dividing: Lincoln as President
Elect (19^5)

The Life of Abraham Lincoln (1925)

The Lincoln Legend (1935)

Abraham Lincoln: His Speeches and
writings (19^6)

The Collected Works of Abraham Lincoln

(9 vols., 1953-55)

Abraham Lincoln, 1809-1858 (1928)

The Day Lincoln v;as Shot (1955)

The Great Aifierican l^:yth (19^)

Lincoln and the Civil War (1958)



• -j.

,

.A-.e-^

-ci ^



LIMCOLN BIBLIOGRAPHY -2-

I
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CHRONOLOGY OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN

February 12, 1809

Fall of 1816

Fall of 1818

December, 1819

1828

March, I83O

I83I

Abraham Lincoln born to Thomas and Nancy Hanks

Lincoln, in a log cabin near Hodgenville,

Kentucky.

The Lincoln family moves to an unsettled wilderness

near Pigeon Creek, Indiana.

Lincoln *s mother dies.

Lincoln's father marries Sarah Bush Johnston, a

widow with three children,

Lincoln takes a flatboat trip to New Orleans.

His sister Sarah dies.

The Lincoln family leaves Indiana and settles near

Decatur in Illinois.

Lincoln makes a second flatboat trip to New Orleans.

He sees Negroes in chains and on the selling

block.
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CHRCIJOLOGY OF ABRAHAM LINCOIW - 2 -

Fall of 1831

I832

Lincoln settles in New Salem, Illinois, He works

as clerk in the store of Denton Offutt.

Makes his first political speech in which he an-

nounces himself a candidate for the Illinois

State Legislature.

April - July, I832 Joins the Army and serves three months as Captain

in the Black Hawk (Indian) War.

I832

May, I833

183^

August, I834.

February, I835

August, 1836

Studies law. At the election in the fall, he was

defeated.

Appointed postmaster of New Salem and serves until

I836.

Makes his first survey as a deputy surveyor of

Sangamon County. Continues his surveying

until the end of I836.

Elected to the Illinois State Legislature.

Returns to New Salem.

Re-elected to the Illinois State Legislature.

September, I836 Licensed to practice law.

I837 Admitted to the bar in Illinois.
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CHRCBOLOGY OF ABRAH/IM LINCOUJ -- 3 -

1837 (contimied)

I838

lB/,0

1841

I842

Moves to Springfield to practice law in partner-

ship with John T, Stuart.

Elected to the Illinois State Legislature for the

third time.

Elected to the Illinois State Legislature for the

fourth time.

Becomes a law partner of Stephen T. Logan.

Declines renomination to the Illinois State

Legislature.

November ^, 18^2 Marries >fe.ry Todd of Lexington, Kentucky.

August 1, I843

18U

I%rch 10, I846

August, 184.6

October, l8/^7

March, 18/^9

Birth of first child, Robert Todd Lincoln.

Becomes a law partner of William H. Herndon,

Birth of second son, Edward Baker Lincoln.

Elected to U.S. House of Representatives.

Moves to VJashington, D.C, to begin term in the

House of Representatives.

Gives up politics. Returns to Springfield and

private law practice. Admitted to practice

in the U.S. Supreme Court.
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CHROTJOLCGY OF LINCOLN - 4. -

February, 1850

December, 1850

January, 1851

1851-1853

April, 1853

185/.

1855

June, 1856

1858

Ifey 18, 1860

November 6, i860

February 11, 1861

February 23, 1861

March A, 1861

Edward Baker Lincoln, second son, dies.

Birth of third son, William Wallace Lincoln.

Lincoln* s father, Thomas, dies.

Continuos law practice.

Birth of fourth son, Thomas ("Tad") Lincoln.

Re-en;bei"*s politics.

Candidate for the U.S. Senate, but defeated*

Delegate to the first convention of the Republican

Party, at Philadelphia.

Engages in seven debates with Senator Stephen A.

Douglas in various towns of Illinois, but is

defeated in his candidacy for the Senate.

Nominated for President of the United States by

the Republican National Convention in Chicago,

Elected President of the United States.

Leaves Springfied for Washington. Farewell address

at Springfield.

Arrival in Washington.

Inaugurated as President.
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CHRCBOLOGY OF LINCOLN

April 15, 1861

- 5 -

Issioes proclamation calling for 75,000 volunteers

to serve in the militia, following the fall of

Fort Simiter, at the outbreak of the war between

the states.

Febrviary 20, 1862 Deat}i of third son, William Wallace Lincoln.

September 22, 1862 Lincoln issues the preliminary Emancipation

ProclaTnation.

January 1, I863 Issues the final Emancipation Proclamation,

November 19, I863 Delivers a great address at the dedication of the

National Cemetery at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania,

March, I864. Appoints Ulysses S, Grant commander-in-chief of

the northern armies.

November 8, 186^ Re-elected President in an easy victory over the

Democratic candidate.

February 1, 1865 Approves the Thirteenth Amendment, abolishing

March L,^ 1865

April 9, 1865

slavery.

Delivers his Second Inaugiiral Address, "with malice

toward none; with charity for all."

End of war between the states. General Robert E.

Lee, commander of the Southern armies, surrenders

to General Grant,
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CHRCNOLOGY OF ABRAHAM LINCOM - 6 -

April lit., IB65 Lincoln is shot at Ford's Theatre in Washington

by the actor John Wilkes Booth.

April 15, 1865 Dies at the age of 56, and the country goes into

mourning.

April 21 - May 3 The funeral train hears the remains o*f Lincoln on

the journey to Springfield.

^y Uf 1865 Lincoln is buried in Oak Ridge Cemetery in Springfield,

July> 1871 Death of Lincoln's fourth son, Thomas ("Tad")

Lincoln.

July, 1882 Mary Todd Lincoln dies in Springfield at the age

of 64.. She is buried in the Lincoln Tomb with

her husband and three of their four sons.

July 26, 1926 Lincoln's first son^ Robert Todd Lincoln^ dies in

Mianchesterj Vermont, at the age of Blmost 83,

and is burled in Arlington (Virginia) National

Cemetery*

October, 1958
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