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ADYEP.TISEMENT

OLommontoeall!) of Passarljusetts.

Secretary's Office, BosTo^%

June 19, 1857.

The abstracts which are comprised in the following

pages, have been prepared from the official returns re-

ceived at this office, in compliance with an Act which

passed both branches of the legislature on the 21st day

of May, 1855, and received the official sanction of the

governor of the Commonwealth on the same day. The

object proposed by the Act was to obtain an exact enu-

meration of the population of Massachusetts, according

to facts existing on the 1st day of June, 1855, and also

for c^~ery tenth year thereafter, the day selected agreeing

precisely with that adopted for taking other censuses

in the country. This x-Vct, taken in connection Avith

provisions made by the general government for an

enumeration of the people of the United States, to be

taken also on every tenth year, but commencing with

the year 1790, will furnish a series of q^unquennial
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censuses of the population of tlie Commonwealth, which

will be of great value in statistical inquiries, in which

the citizens of Massachusetts are so much interested, and

for the high attainments m which they are so well and

favorably known, both at home and abroad.

Generally speaking, it is believed that the enumeration

of the inhabitants has been faithfully performed by the

sworn agents of the mayor and aldermen of the respec-

tive cities, and of the selectmen of the several towns

throughout the State. It is, however, a matter of much

regret, that in some of the minor matters there has not

been so great a uniformity and particularity as could

have been desired. Nevertheless, no previous census

seems to have been taken with greater care and precision

than this.

An examination of the tables contained in the subse-

quent Images, and of the general remarks which accompany

them, will show conclusively that, although in some of

the more recent settlements in this country there has been

a greater growth in population, nevertheless, this Com-

monwealth has increased in the number of its inhabitants

equal to the most favored and prosperous portions of the

world ;
and that at no period of its history has Massa-

chusetts exhibited a more uniform and constant advance,

in this respect, than during the lapse of the five years

since the general enumeration of its people by the last

preceding census of the general government.

The abstracts have been prepared in this office by per-

sons competent to the duty, who have devoted much time

and patient labor in climmating from a great mass of

returns, the particulars given in the following pages ;
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and, although some delay in the appearance of the docu-

ment now presented, has been caused by the necessity of

revising the tables first deduced, and a second careful

collation of the returns, this delay is amply compensated

for by the increased value and accuracy, consequent to

the extra time and labor expended in their revision.

The last revision of the returns, and the general task

of preparing the abstracts, were perfonned by Edward

AV. Hinks, Esq., with the assistance of other clerks

in this office, and the results may be relied upon as

correct.

The analytical remarks which follow the tables, are

from the pen of Nathan'iel B. Shurtleff, M. D., who

has, for the last four years, superintended the preparation

of the Eegistration Reports. It is hoped that they w^ill

give additional value to the document, and will serve to

elucidate the abstracts which precede them. Many of

the facts there given, and the illustrative tables which

have been introduced, are of an exceedingly interesting

character, and appropriate in their connection.

The document is submitted with a belief in its general

accuracy, and with a hope that its usefulness will be com-

mensurate with the labor expended in its preparation.

FRANCIS DeWITT,

Secretary of the Commonwealth.
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NOTE TO TABLE IH.

In the enumeration of nath-ities the islands in the EngHsh Channel are

included vvith England; the Hebrides and Shetland Islands with Scotland;

Prussia with Germany and Holland
;
Corsica with France

;
the Azores and

Madeira Islands with Portugal ;
Sardinia and Sicily with Italy. Those classi-

fied as "Other Countries" are as follows:—

Mexico,
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NOTE TO TABLE lY.

In this Table the foreign and those whose nativities are unknown have been

classified together. Of the "
unknown," there are :

—Insane, 1—at Worcester
;

paupers, 32—22 at Monson, and 10 at Bridgewater ; convicts, 5—1 at Spring-

field, 1 at Charlestown, 2 at Concord, and 1 at Boston.

21
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GENERAL REMARKS.

In all civilized countries, and at nearly all periods since the

creation of mankind, there have been occasional necessities

sufficiently imperative, to call for an enumeration of the people
of which diflerent communities have consisted. As far back as

the days of Moses, and even in the wilderness of Sinai, by
divine command, the sum of all the congregation of the children

of Israel, after their families, by the house of their fathers, with

the number of their names, every male by their polls, from

twenty years old and upward, was taken in a manner and with

a particularity that are well worthy of imitation at the present

day. Instances are not uncommon, that statistical accounts of

the population were taken by the ancient Greeks; but, by the

Romans, in the most prosperous days of their Republic, a num-

bering of the people and a valuation of their property, was of

very frequent occurrence—once in about five years
—and was

generally performed in a very careful and strict manner. Every
Roman citizen was required to give in to the censors, under a

binding oath, a statement of his own name and age, of the name
and age of his wife, children, slaves, and freedmen

;
and the

punishment for a false return was confiscation of the goods

belonging to the individual, and the falsifier was scourged and

sold for a slave. It was not, however, until the year 1790, that

the first census of any great degree of precision, was taken in

modern days, and this, be it mentioned to the honor of the

United States, was provided for among the articles of the Fed-

eral Constitution, and was required to be made within three

years after the first meeting of Congress, and within every sub-

sequent term of ten years. The first census of the United

States was taken in 1790, and at every period of ten years others

23
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have been taken, under the wise provision of the founders of

the government. The Constituent Assembly of France, fol-

lowed the American example, and in the year 1791, appointed

a committee for ascertaining the number of inhabitants of that

coiintry ;
and the British Government, not far behind the excel-

lent examples of the United States and France, made the first

actual enumeration of the people of England and Scotland, in

1801, and have since that time, every tenth year, performed the

same labor.

The projectors of the American Republic early perceived the

advantages to be derived from a systematic enumeration of the

people, and of the importance which would accrue from the

knowledge of such particulars as the age, sex, condition and

occupation, of each and every individual whatever
;
and it is a

source of much pride to the country, that the proper step for

obtaining this knowledge was instituted at the birth of the

National Government.

At the present day, it would be useless to enter into any long

or studied argument, to prove the importance of statistics, or

to show that tables of this character are not merely an array of

figures, placed in long columns of variously formed tables, for

the purpose of imposing upon the ignorant, but, as has been

very earnestly remarked by an eminent statistician, they con-

stitute the leger of a nation, in which, like the merchant in his

books, the citizen can read, at one view, all the results of a year

or a period of years, as compared with other periods, and deduce

the profit or the loss which has been made in morals, education,

wealth or power. And with this view, no person of any degree

of intelligence or enlightenment, will, dreading unnecessary

exposure of private afiairs, refrain from affording such facilities

and information as may, from time to time, be called for in

furtherance of these valuable objects.

In a census, accuracy is of prime importance ;
and in order

to secure this, a uniformity must be strictly observed, not only

in the manner of collecting the particulars, but in point of time.

In this respect the present State Census of Massachusetts has

been singularly successful
;
for the work of collection was all

performed in the compass of a very few days, and blank papers

were used of a very clear and satisfactory character. But no

enumeration of facts can be made, nor should be unreasonably
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expected, without more or less of inaccuracies
;
and when it is

remembered that this kind of work is generally performed by-

persons uninstructed for the purpose, the wonder should be how
it has been possible, under existing circumstances, to perform
the work so well.

Just before the close of the session of the legislature of 1855,

and on the 21st day of May, of that year, an Act passed both

branches of the General Court of Massachusetts, and received

the signature of His Excellency Governor Gardner, on the same

day, for securing a decennial census of each city and town

throughout the Commonwealth. The Act reads as follows :
—o'

AN ACT TO SECURE A DECENNIAL CENSUS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives, in General

Court assemhled, and hy the autliority of the same, asfoUmos :—
Section 1. A census of the inhabitants of each city and town of

the Commonwealth of Massachusetts shall be taken between the first

day of June and the first day of October, as to existing facts on the

first day of June, in the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-

five, and also in the year one thousand eight hundred and sixty-five,

and in each tenth year thereafter.

Sect. 2. This enumeration shall distinguish the males and the

females, and the color of each
;
the natives and the foreigners, and of

the latter the country in which they were born
;
and it shall deter-

mine the ages of the population within decennial periods.

Sect. 3. This enumeration shall be made by and under the author-

ity of the mayor and aldermen of the respective cities, and the select-

men of the respective towns, and shall be made by sworn agents, as

containing all the facts above specified, in respect to the several cities

and towns, and shall be returned into the office of the secretary of the

Commonwealth, on or before the first day of October, in the year

eighteen hundred and fifty-five, and in each tenth year thereafter.

And the secretary of the Commonwealth shall transmit to the mayor
and aldermen and the selectmen aforesaid, printed blanks, to secure

uniformity in the returns.

In order to secure in the greatest degree, an uniform and

correct performance of the duty laid down in the foregoing Act,

the Secretary of the Commonwealth very promptly caused to be

prepared and widely distributed, among the canvassers through-
out the State, the following concise letter of instructions, con-
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taining sufficiently minute directions for the faithful and proper

fulfilment of the contemplated design :
—

INSTRUCTIONS

Of the Secretary of the CommomoeaJth, relating to the Census of
Massachusetts to he taken in the year 1855.

As it is very desirable that there should be the greatest degree of

uniformity in the Census Returns from the different cities and towns

throughout the Commonwealth, the attention of those persons who

are officially charged with carrying out the provisions of the Legisla-

ture for taking the census of the inhabitants of Massachusetts, as to

facts existing on the first day of June, A. D. 1855, is directed to the

following instructions.

In accordance with the third section of the Act of the twenty-first

of May, requiring that the Secretary of the Commonwealth shall trans-

mit to the mayor and aldermen of the several cities and to the select-

men of the several towns printed blanks, to secure uniformity in the

returns made to the Secretary's office, blanks have been prepared and

are forwarded herewith. A duplicate copy of these instructions has

also been sent by mail to the same officers.

Blanks corresponding in number to the population of 1850, with

fifty per cent, in addition, have been apportioned to each town. If,

however, the supply is found to be inadequate to the demand, applica-

tion should be made as early as possible, to the Secretary, when addi-

tional sheets will be promptly furnished.

The Act provides that the census shall be taken between the first

day of June and the first day of October, of the present year, and that

all inquiries are to be made as to facts existing on the first mentioned

day, (June 1, 1855.)

All returns are required to be made to this office on or before the

last named day, (October 1, 1855) ;
and it is hoped that there will be

no delay in performing all the requirements of the law.

The Schedule from each city and town should be signed and duly

attested by the required officers, and should be carefully forwarded in

as good condition as possible for the purpose of binding for future use,

especial care being taken that the figures are distinctly made, and the

whole legibly written with good black ink.

It is desirable that the large cities should be returned by wards,

and the large towns by parishes or villages.

The columns of the Schedule are numbered for the convenience of

reference. The following instructions should be strictly observed in
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order to secure the desired uniformity, and render tlie returns valuable

for statistical purposes.

1. DwclUng-houses rnimhered in the order of visitation.—Place in

this column the number of each dwelling-house in the order of visita-

tion. The first house visited to be 1
;
the second one visited, 2

;
the

third, 3, and so on throughout each ward of each city, and each parish

or villaoro of each town.

Each inhabited tenement is to be considered a dwelling-house,

without reference to the number of its inmates or families. Each tene-

ment having a separate entrance, although there may be two or more

in a block, is to be regarded as a dwelling-house. All public build-

ings, as hotels, hospitals, asylums, houses of industry, houses of cor-

rection, jails, schools, &c., are to be included in the enumeration in

the same manner as houses.

2. FamiUes numbered in the order of visitation.—Commence this

column by calling the first family 1
;

the second family, 2, and the

third 3, and so on throughout the wards, parishes and villages of each

town. Under the term family should be placed individuals living

singly, or persons associated together in a tenement, or part of a

tenement, for family purposes. The residents of each public house or

institution shall be considered as one family.

3. The name of every person whose usual place of abode on the first

day of June, 1855, was in this family.
—Let the name of every inmate

of every house be distinctly written in this column, excluding all born

subsequent to, or who were not in the family on the first day of June,

and noting all who were inmates of the house on that day, even if they

have deceased after the above-named day; also including all members

of each family temporarily absent, students at school or college, &c.

The names should be arranged in the following order :
—

1. Master of the family, if any.

2. Mistress of the family, if any.

3. Children, in the order of age.

4. Male domestics, workmen, apprentices, &c.

5. Female domestics, Operatives, &c.

6. Boarders, &c.

4. Age.—In the appropriate column under this head, place, in

figures, the exact year of age of each individual, at the last birth day,

unless the next birth day occurs within four months, in which case

adopt the year of the latter day. Use no parts of years except in the

first column, where the number of months should be used with the

letter m. "When the exact age cannot be ascertained, approximate as

nearly as possible to the number of years, and append an interroga-

tion mark, (
?

).
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5. Sex.—Indicate the sex by M. for male, or F. for female.

6. Color.— White, Black, or Mulatto. No entry need be made for

whites ; but B. should be used for blacks, and M. for mulattoes.

7. Profession, Occupation, or Trade of each male person over fifteen

years of age.
—This column is sufficiently well explained in the

Schedule, with the single exception, that the value of the returns

would be much enhanced if, in this column, against the name of each

clergyman, there were annexed the initial letters of the denomination

to which he belongs, selected from those usually employed for

designating the different religious sects.

8. Place of Birth.—In this column the State or Territory of all

native born persons, and the country of all of foreign birth should be

entered, with as few contractions as possible.

9. Whether Deaf and Dumb, Blind, Insane, Idiotic, Par/per or Con-

vict.—Too much care cannot be observed in filling the blank soaces

in this column, although it will not be necessary to add any instruc-

tions to those contained in the Schedule.

Ephkaim M. Wkight,

Secretary of the Commomoealth.

Secretary's Office, Bostox, May 28, 1855.

Generally speaking, the directions in the letter of instruction

were very well observed. Many of the officers, whose duty it

was to collect the materials for the returns to be made to the

Secretary of State, having an interest in the business in wliich

they had engaged, performed the work intrusted to them so

well, that much of the labor of after preparation was saved.

But others, whether from a distaste to such pursuits, or because

no provision was made by the Act, for a proper remuneration

for their employment, were so negligent in the execution of the

trust confided to them, or so heedless in the manner of exe-

cuting it, that in many cases the returns were very badly pre-

pared and scarcely fit to be received as a fulfilment of the

expressed object of the Act aut'liorizing the taking of the cen-

sus. The liasty manner in wliich the Act was passed by the

legislature, absolutely prevented the friends of statistics from

giving such useful hints as would have been of much service

in drawing up a proper scheme for the intended purpose ;
and

in issuing his letter, the Secretary did not deem it proper to

exceed the authority given in the legislative enactment, and

therefore did not include in the instructions which he promul-

gated, certain items of statistical inquiry which might have
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been easily collected at the time of obtaining those required by

the Act, and which would have been not only of great interest,

but of particular value in many important considerations.

Nevertheless, the manner in which the whole matter w^as treated

by the Secretary, elicited much collateral information of great

value, over and above the mere enumeration of the abstract

number of the residents of the Commonwealth, arranged

according to age only. The main facts, however, which it was

the object of the census to obtain, have been collected
; and,

when the great liability to error is taken into consideration,

together with the usual difficulty of arriving at the truth,

which arises oftentimes from the ignorance and prejudices of

the illiterate, it must be confessed that the work has been accom-

plished in a very satisfactory manner, and, perhaps, with as

much accuracy and precision as is generally to be had in such

matters, which, far from exciting an interest, often awaken

contempt and opposition where cordial co-operation is much

needed for the excellence and value of their execution.

Suitable blanks for the intended purpose, were also prepared

and forwarded in sufficient quantity, to the proper persons in

all of the cities and towns of the State. The following will

convey, although in a very diminished and condensed form, the

plan of the blanks which were used on the occasion, and the

general manner in which it was intended that they should be

filled up by the persons who collected the particulars. Each

sheet contained four large quarto pages, and each page was

constructed so as to contain the names of forty-two persons,

with ample room for the required entries concerning each

individual :
—
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An examination of the foregoing illustration of a proper

return, will show that the means for taking the present census

have been as ample as a fair construction of the Act would

allow
; and, also, that in point of particulars, the returns exceed

in minuteness those of the last State census taken in 1850.

The blanks issued by the Secretary in 1855, provided, in addi-

tion to a simple enumeration of the inhabitants of the Com-

monwealth, for the name, age, sex, color, profession or occupa-

tion, place of birth and social condition of every individual,

and also for the number of dwellings and families
; whereas, in

1850, the assessors of the various towns were required only to

return the absolute number of persons residing in each of the

different municipalities.

The returns are much more complete and satisfactory than

those which were received in 1850, on the taking of the last

State enumeration
; nevertheless, it is to be regretted that

imperfections exist in many of them, which evince an evident

destitution of the necessary capacity for the work, and a great

negligence on the part of those employed as canvassers. Had
the instructions been carefully read and remembered,—for they

were within the comprehension of the most ordinary intelli-

gence,
—there would have scarcely been a possibility of the

returns being made incorrectly. The blanks were superior to

any of the kind ever used for a similar purpose.

Some of the most common irregularities and defects in the

returns, are the following :
—

1. In the first column, provided for the numbering of the

dwelling-houses, check marks were often substituted for figures ;

and, in some cases where figures were used, a new numbering
was commenced at the top of each page.

2. In the second column, designed for the number of fami-

lies in the town, the figures were used only to denote the num-

ber of families in each house, thereby causing extra trouble in

compiling the returns for tabulation.

3. In the column for names, much extraneous matter, such

as the names of the owners of unoccupied houses, meeting-

houses, school-houses, and public buildings, was, in many
instances, introduced, in a manner requiring the greatest care

and the closest scrutiny on the part of the clerks preparing the
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abstracts, in order to distinguish the above particulars from the

names of the persons properly entered in the blanks. In some

cases the names of twins were written in one line, as though

they were but one person.

4. Instead of giving the figures representing the absolute

age of each individual, check marks were used in many of the

returns.

5. Tlie sex was generally indicated correctly, but was neg-
lected in some cases, making it necessary for the clerks to pre-

pare the returns, in regard to this particular, before using them

for the abstracts.

6. Instead of indicating whether the individuals were blacks

or mulattoes, by the letters B or M, they were often returned

only as " colored."

7. In many towns, the occupations of a large number of the

males over fifteen years of age, were not returned
;
from which

it must be inferred that such persons had no usual profession

nor industrial calling.

8. In many instances, in the column for place of birth, the

names of towns, instead of the State or country, were given,

thereby produchig much confusion, as the names of several

towns in Massachusetts are the same as those of different States

and nations.

9. In the last column, intended for the condition of individu-

als, persons were returned as inmates of certain institntions,

without specifying whether they were deaf and dumb, blind,

insane or idiotic, or whether they were paupers or convicts.

These irregularities are mentioned in order to show some of

the difficulties which occurred in almost every step, in digesting

the returns preparatory to making the general abstracts. Not-

withstanding these, it is believed that the work of tabulation

has been remarkably well performed, and that the abstracts

will be found very generally correct.

Before proceeding to a consideration of the census, as pre-

sented in the preceding abstracts, it will not be irrelevant to

the subject to devote a short space to the position and extent of

the territory of the Commonwealth, and a few other generali-

ties which should accompany a document of this character.

Massachusetts embraces a tract of territory which, including
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the islands forming the counties of Dukes and Nantucket, is

situated between 41° 15' and 42° 53' north latitude, and between

69° 56' and 73° 32' west longitude from Greenwich Observa

tory, or 3° 30' and 7° 8' east longitude when reckoned from

the meridian of Washington, being about 190 miles in extreme

length, and having a breadth varying from 47 to about 110

miles. In the latitude of Boston, the measurement of the

State from cast to west, is 130 miles, while on the meridian

it measures about 90 miles. The area of the Commonwealth

is computed to be about 7,800 square miles, or 4,992^,0.00 acres,

"of"which somewhat less than one-half are improved ; although,

by accurate measurement and calculation, there may be a slight

variation from this. It is, therefore, about 3^oth part of the

whole Union, ranking the thirty-sixth in size, among the forty

States and Territories,
—Nebraska, the largest Territory, con-

stituting one-ninth,
—and only three States in the confederation

having less territorial extent.

During the five years that elapsed between the enumeration

of the people of Massachusetts, in 1850_jjj.iii_1855, no addition

was made to the limits of the Commonwealth
;
and in the same

period of time the only diminution has been by the cession, to

the State of New York, of a small tract of land, containing

about 940 acres, situated in the extreme south-western corner

of the State, in the county of Berkshire, and known as the

district of Boston Corner. This took place by an Act of the

legislature approved by the governor on the 14th of May, 1853,

and the portion ceded contained, by the census of 1850, only

73 inhabitants.

Changes in the territorial limits of towns, however, have,

during the same time, been quite numerous, portions of indi-

vidual corporations having, in many instances, been set off by

legislative action, and transferred to others, and in several cases

new towns have been formed, either by the division of old ones

and the separation of villages and parishes, or from portions

taken from contiguous municipalities and united into one town.

For the purpose of future reference, and that persons engaged
in statistical investigations relating to the population of the

State, may be kept advised of the changes, and still further, for

furnishing proper data for deducing calculations and for making
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comparisons of the two censuses, a brief notice of these changes
is here given.

By an Act of the legislature which was approved by His

Excellency Governor Boutwell, on the 28tli of February, 1851,

a part of the town of Dracut, in the county of Middlesex, hav-

ing an estimated population of 1,800 persons, was set off and

annexed to the city of Lowell.

On the 17th of April, of the same year, a portion of the town

of Newbury was annexed to Newburyport, in the county of

Essex, reducing the population of Newbury to 1,546, and

increasing that of Newburyport to about 12,452.

By several Acts which received executive approval on the

24th of May, 1851, a small portion of New Marlborough, in

Berkshire County, containing about 75 inhabitants, was set oS

and annexed to Monterey, in the same county ;
a tract of ter-

ritory, with about 3,500 resident inhabitants, was taken from

the city of Roxbury, in Norfolk County, and incorporated as

the town of West Roxbury ;
a small part of the town of Rut-

land, in Worcester County, supposed to contain about 15 per-

sons, was attached to Paxton
;
and certain farms, consisting of

about 89 acres of land, and represented as uninhabited, were

detached from the town of Winchcndon to form part of the

town of Gardner, also in the county of Worcester.

The town of Swampscott, formerly part of the city of Lynn,
in the county of Essex, and comprising the most easterly portion

of its territory, was incorporated on the 21st of May, 1852. It

contained, at tiie time when it was set off from Lynn, about six

hundred inhabitants, most of whom were transient, their occu-

pations being connected with the fislieries.

The town of Winthrop, which once formed the most easterly

part of North Chelsea, in the county of Suffolk, was incorporated

for town purposes on the 27th of March of the same year. The

number of its inhabitants was, by estimation, about three hun-

dred, of whom about sixty were legal voters.

The town of Marion, embracing the south-easterly portion of

Rochester, in the county of Plymouth, was set off as a separate

town on the 14th of May, 1852. The number of its inhabi-

tants, at the date of its incorporation, was supposed to be a few

more than one thousand.

In the course of the same year, Dedliam, the shire town of
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Norfolk County, was twice curtailed of its territory. The south-

westerly part, containing about three hundred acres, was annexed

to the town of "Walpole, in the same county, on the 30th of

April ;
and the north-easterly portion, a more populous district

of the town, was joined to West Roxbury, also in the same

county, on the 21st of the same month.

The town of North Reading, which formerly comprised the

northern part of Reading, in the county of Middlesex, being

about one-half of the territorial extent of that town, was incor-

porated on the 22d of March, 1853. At the time of the division,

the northern portion is supposed to have contained a few over

one thousand inhabitants, and not far from two hundred and

twenty legal voters.

The town of Nahant, once forming the peninsular part of the

city of Lynn, in the county of Essex, was invested with corpo-

rate powers and privileges on the 29th of March, 1853. The

number of its inhabitants, at the time it was detached from

Lynn, was two hundred and fifty, and the number of voters

forty-three.

The town of Lakeville, which formed the south-western por-

tion of Middleborough, in the county of Plymouth, was set olBf

as a separate town on the 13th of May, 1853. As nearly as

can be ascertained, the number of its inhabitants, at the time it

was incorporated, was about eleven hundred.

A small portion of Stoneham, in the county of Middlesex,

being the south-eastern district of that town, was set off and

annexed to Melrose, in the same county, on the loth of March,
1853.

By an Act approved by the governor on the 28th of April, of

the same year, the north-west part of the town of Ashland, in

the county of Middlesex, was annexed to the town of Hopkin-

ton, in the same county.

Also, a portion of the towns of Chester and Blandford, in the

county of Hampden, comprising the south-eastern corner of the

former and the north-eastern corner of the latter, was set off

and joined to the town of Norwicli, in the county of Hampshire.
No new towns were incorporated by the legislature in 1854,

but the boundaries of several of the old ones were changed by
the customary practice of setting off parts of towns to enlarge

others.
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By an Act, approved by the governor on the 4th of April,

1854, a part of the town of Methuen, in the county of Essex,

comprising but a small portion of the town, and containing very

few inhabitants, was set ofl' to the city of Lawrence, in the same

county.

A small portion of tlie town of Dighton, in the county of Bris-

tol, being a portion of its most south-easterly corner, was set off

and annexed to the town of Somerset, in the same county, by an

Act which received the executive sanction on the fourth of April

of the same year. The portion of territory thus transferred was

very inconsiderable
;
and as it did not contain any inhabitants,

it need not be regarded in statistical calculations, as no result

whatever could be effected by the transfer.

By another Act of the legislature, consummated on the fifteenth

of the same April, a portion of the southernmost part of the

town of Xortli Brookficld, in the county of Worcester, was

annexed to the town of Brookfield, in the same county. The

portion annexed is supposed, by estimation, to contain about

two hundred and three acres, and a very few inhabitants, and is

a part of the territory which was taken from Brookfield on the

twenty-eighth of February, 1812, to form the town of North

Brookfield, from which it has now been set off. More than one-

quarter of the territory set off is covered with water, and not

inhabited.

The large town of Andover, in the county of Essex, which, by
the seventh United States census, taken in 1850, contained

6,945 inhabitants, was divided into two towns by an Act of the

legislature which received the sanction of the governor on the

7th of April, 1855. This town was originally parochially

divided into three parts : the North, South and West Parishes

of Andover, all of which, however, were subject to one and the

same municipal regulations. By the above Act of the general

court, the North Parish was set off to form North Andover,

which, at the time of taking the State census, on the 1st of

June, 1855, contained 2,218 inhabitants, while the remaining

parishes, with a population of 4,810 by the same census, retained

the ancient name of the town—Andover.

On the 27th of April, 1855, the south-easterly portion of the

town of Watertown, in the county of Middlesex, containing

about thirty-one and one-half acres'of land, was separated from
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the town and annexed to the city of Cambridge. This change
of territory did not materially alter the population of either

town.

So mucli of the town of Dorchester, in the county of Norfolk,
with the inhabitants thereon, lying on the south-easterly side of

Neponset River, near the portion of the town of Quincy called
"
Squantum," including a few estates, was set oiF and annexed

to Quincy, on the 2d of May, 1855,—a change too inconsider-

able to need to be taken into account in statistical deductions.

By another Act of the legislature of the Commonwealth,
which received the executive sanction on the 21st of May, 1855,
that portion of the town of Dorchester known as the " Wash-

ington Village," and containing, by the State census of the

same year, 1,319 inhabitants, was detached and annexed to the

city of Boston, and now forms part of the twelfth ward, desig-
nated as " South Boston." Although the diversion of this

territory may produce a material effect on the returns from

Dorchester, a town whose population amounts to 8,840 only, by

taking away of about one-seventh of its
inhabitants^ it produces

very little, comparatively speaking, that is appreciable, in refer-

ence to the city to which it has been annexed.

On the ITth of May, 1855, the town of West Springfield, in

the county of Hampden, was divided by an Act of the legisla-

ture, into two towns, the new corporation being called Agawam.
The new town comprises the parishes of "

Feeding Hills
" and

"
Agawam," extending from Westfield River, on the north, to

the Connecticut line, on the south, taking the southernmost

part of the town. In June, of the same year, the population
of West Springfield was 2,090, while that of Agawam was

enumerated as 1,543.

Another important change which took place in the year 1855,
in relation to the formation of new towns, consisted in the sepa-
ration of Danvers, in the county of Essex, into two towns.

This act was consummated on the 18th of May, when that part
of the original town which was known as North Danvers,
received the name of Danvers, and the remaining portion, being
the ancient village, was designated South Danvers. In point of

population the two towns now stand, Danvers with 4,000 inhab-

itants, and South Danvers with 5,384.

The importance of keeping the knowledge of these changes
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in a collected and accessible form, has led to their condensation

from the registration reports of the last four years, which were

from the pen of the writer of these remarks.

In two instances during the five years, 1851-5, the corporate

names of towns were changed. On the third of May, 1852,

the name of Sherburne, in Middlesex county, was altered to

Sherborn ;
and on the ninth of March, 1855, the town of Nor-

wich, in the county of Hampshire, was authorized to take the

name of Huntington. The new names have been used in this

document.

At the time of taking the census, in June, 1855, the Com-
monwealth was divided into fourteen counties, and these com-

prised three hundred and thirty-two cities and towns. The

following table gives, in a convenient form, the names of the

counties arranged in alphabetical order, with the date of their

formation and the number of cities and towns in each :
—

NAME.
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according to the last return that has been made by the proper
authorities for the State valuation. For instance, in 1830, the

number of acres in Suffolk county was returned as 9,£394-; in

1840, as 7,669f ;
and in 1850, without any change of territory,

as 6,688f .

In the same table, the date of incorporation given to Dukes

county, is the exact time that the islands of which it is com-

posed were incorporated by the State of New York, of which

they were a part at the time. These islands were annexed to

the Province of Massachusetts by the charter which passed the

seals on the seventh of October, 1691. Until the twentieth of

June, 1695, the counties of Dukes and Nantucket were united

under the name first given.

At the time of taking the census, there were within the Com-
monwealth thirteen cities, and to these one has since been added.

These are arranged below, in the order of their seniority, with

the dates when their several Acts of incorporation received the

official sanction of the governor of the State, together with the

time when the city charters were severally accepted by the legal

voters of each town :
—

Boston, .

Salem,

Lowell, .

Roxbury,

Cambridge,

Charlostown,

New Bedford,

Worcester,

Lynn, .

Newburyport,

Springfield,

Lawrence,
Fall River,

Chelsea, .

. Act ^
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ment, with such aUusiou to the State census of 1850, as may
be required for comparison.

In the colonial and provincial days of this ancient Common-

wealth, even as late as the Revolutionary struggles of the Amer-

ican Colonies, Massachusetts exceeded, in the number of its

inhabitants, each of the others. As early as the year 1701 it

is supposed to have contained about 70,000 persons of both

sexes; in 1749, about 220,000; and in 1775, about 352,000.

If these iigures are reliable, it will be perceived that the increase

of forty-eight years, from 1701 to 1749, was at the rate of 214.29

per cent, for the whole time, and of 4.46 per cent, per annum.

For tlie twenty-six years, from 1749 to 1775, the increase was

60 per cent., or 2.31 per cent, per annum ;
and for the seventy-

four years, from 1701 to 1775, 402.86 per cent., or 5.44 per

cent, per annum. At this last date Pennsylvania came next,

with a population of 341,000 ;
and Virginia with that of 300,000,

Connecticut with 262,000, New York with 238,000, North Car-

olina with 181,000, and Maryland with 174,000. In 1775,

Massachusetts and Pennsylvania were estimated to have been

each a third larger than New York, which last was considerably

smaller than Connecticut, and was not even half as large as its

present enterprising emporium.
Since the adoption of the Federal Government, seven distinct

enumerations of the people have been made. The first, second,

third and fourth,
—those previous to the year 1830,—were taken

on the first day of August, of 1790, 1800, 1810 and 1820
;

the last three, namely, the fifth, sixth and seventh, were taken

on the first day of June, of the years 1830, 1840 and 1850.

The following extract from the very able Report of Lemuel

Shattuck, Esq., which was presented to the Massachusetts legis-

lature in April, 1849, contains, in the usual clear style of that

accomplished statistician, an accurate historical account of the

various State censuses that have been taken in this Common-

wealth previous to the one under consideration. Mr. Shattuck

says :

" An Act of the legislature was passed March 21, 1837,

providing for taking a census of the inhabitants of this State,

for the purpose of ascertaining the proportion by which the sur-

plus revenue of the United States should be distributed to the

several towns. And another Act was passed April 12, of that

year,
' to provide for taking a census of the ratable polls,' for
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the purpose of making an apportionment of the representatives

in the several towns, according to the new provisions of the

Constitution tlien just adopted. A census was subsequently

taken on the first day of May, in 1837. The Constitution was

again amended in 1839, and provided that ' a census of the

inhabitants of each city and town, on the first day of May, shall

be taken and returned into the office of the Secretary of the

Commonwealth, on or before the last day of June, of the year

one thousand eight hundred and forty, and of every tenth year

thereafter, which census shall determine the apportionment of

senators and representatives for the term of ten years.' An
Act was passed March 21, 1840,

' for taking a census of the

inhabitants of this Commonwealth,' for the purpose of making
an apportionment of the senators and representatives in the

legislatnre, according to this new provision of the Constitution.

The Act of 1840 was nearly in the language of that of 1837,

for taking a census of the ratable polls. The mere numbers of

the inhabitants were the only facts required to be ascertained

in both years."

The aggregate population of the several Counties of the Com-

monwealth, according to the seven United States enumerations,

and also by the last State census, is given in the following col-

umns. In making use of this valuable table, it must be borne

in mind that, until the 26th of March, 1793, the present county

of Norfolk formed part of the county of Suffolk, and that the

towns of Hingham and Hull, in Plymouth County, were also a

part of the same county until the 18th of June, 1803. Frank-

lin County was originally the north part of Hampshire County,

from which it was separated on the 24th of June, 1811
;
and

Hampden County was formed from the southern part of the

county of Hampshire, on the 25th of February, 1812 :
—
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In each of the censuses of the Commonwealth taken by the

general government, the column designed for the enumeration of

slaves is blank. By the census of 1790, it appears, that besides

the free white males and females, there were 5,463 other free

persons ; by that of 1800, 6,452 ;
and by that of 1810, 6,737.

These were undoubtedly intended to comprise the free colored,

viz. : blacks, mulattoes and Indians
; for, by the census of 1820,

this class was reported as 6,740 ; by that of 1830, 7,048 ; by that

of 1840, 8,669 ;
and by that of 1850, 9,064. According to the

enumeration by the present State census, there were 9,906

belonging to the same class. The relative ratio of increase

of this portion of the population, has not kept pace with that

of the white population, but is much less in the late decennial

periods than it was in the early ones. Whenever the colored

are classified into blacks and mulattoes, the former largely pre-

dominate. The result of the enumeration of the colored part

of the population of Massachusetts will be considered more

fully in the subsequent pages of this document.

By the seven National censuses, the aggregate population of

the Commonwealth, when compared with that of the whole

confederation, appeared as follows :
—

CENSUS. LTnited States. Massachusetts.

I. 1790,

n. 1800,

UI. 1810,

IV. 1820,

V. 1830,

VI. 1840,

Vn. 1850,

3,929,827

5,305,925

7,239,814

9,638,131

12,866,020

17,069,453

23,191,876

378,717

423,245

472,040

523,287

610,408

737,699

994,514

Compared with the other States in point of population, Mas-

sachusetts stood, in 1790, the fourth
;
in 1800 and 1810, the

fifth
;
in 1820, the seventh

;
in 1830 and 1840, the eighth ;

and

in 1850, the sixth
;
and although it has not increased as rapidly
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as has some of the other States of the Union, nevertheless it

exhibits a large gain in population when its small amount of

territory, and the very considerable supply of pioneer settlers it

has afforded to the new States and Territories of the Federal

Republic, are considered.

The following will show the relative position which Massa-

chusetts has held in the Union at the seven decennial periods

when the census of the population was taken, together with the

percentage of increase and the density in which it is settled :
—
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Natives of Massachusetts in other States, in 1850.

In Maine, .
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towns, according to color and nativity. The second Table shows

the ages of the population, according to towns and counties,

persons under twenty years of age arranged by quinquennial

periods, and those of a more advanced age by decennial periods.

The third Table gives the nativities of the whole population of

every town and county in the Commonwealth. The fourth

Table contains the social statistics of the several towns and

counties of the Commonwealth, exhibiting the number of dwel-

ling-houses and families
; also, the number and nativity of per-

sons that were reported as deaf and dumb, blind, insane, idiotic,

paupers and convicts. The fifth Table, the last, exhibits the

number of males over fifteen years of age pursuing difterent

vocations, arranged by counties. In connection with each Table

is a recapitulation exhibiting the aggregates arranged in a con-

densed form.

26
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AGGREGATE POPULATION.

The whole number of the inhabitants of the Commonwealth
on the first day of June, 1855, according to the State census,

consisted of 1,132,369 persons ;
of w^hom 550,034 were reported

as males, and 582,335 as females. Of this number, 1,122,463

were whites—545,417 males and 577,046 females
;
and 9,906

were colored persons
—

4,627 males and 5,279 females, including

6,923 designated as blacks, 2,844 as mulattoes, and 139 as

Indians. Of the 545,417 male whites—428,946 individuals were

natives of the United States, 116,114 were born on foreign soil,

and of 347 the nativity was not ascertained. The 577,046 white

females admitted of the following classification, viz. : 448,334

natives, 128,571 of foreign birth, and 151 of unknown nativity.

The colored part of the population was chiefly native, 9,295

individuals having been born in the United States, and 578 in

foreign countries. Of 33 the nativity w'as not returned.

It will be perceived that there is a large excess of females

over males. This fact is not peculiar to the present Massa-

chusetts census, but is generally found to hold true with those

taken at previous periods. When it is considered that more

males are annually born in Massachusetts than females, and

that more females than males are reported as having died, it is

extremely perplexing to account in any satisfactory manner, for

this striking fact. The relative proportion existing between the

sexes has always been an interesting subject of inquiry among

persons interested in vital statistics, and in the various Reports
which have emanated from this Commonwealth under legisla-

tive sanction, an appropriate space has usually been allotted for

the consideration of this important particular. During the five

years which elapsed between the taking of the seventh United

States census in 1850, and the Massachusetts State census in

1855, the increase of males will be found to have been 61,517,

and of females 76,338. During the same space of time, the

births in the Commonwealth, excluding those of unknown

sex and of stillborn children, were 77,575 males, and 72,840

females ;
and the deaths were 47,749 males, and 48,728 females.
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These premises present a good field for the study of able and

experienced statisticians, who may probably be able to account

for the fact by a greater immigration of females and a greater

emigration of males. For there can surely be no doubt as to the

certainty that the greatest portion of aliens who seek this coun-

try for employment and support, especially from Ireland and

northern Europe, are females
;

while the enterprising and

adventurous part of the population which comprises the large

contribution from Massachusetts to tlie pioneer settlements in

the West, and to the newly acquired regions of the United

States on the Pacific, and also the alien laborers who leave the

State to build railroads and other great national improvements,
are chiefly males.

The increase of the population of the State, during the five

years preceding the first of June, 1855, has been considerable,

and is owing to two causes, both of which generally exist to

some degree in every community. The first of these is the

natural result arising from the excess of births over deaths.

The second cause, immigration, is of a more adventitious char-

acter, depending entirely upon external circumstances, and

being very variable and not usually within the bounds of calcu-

lation. Massachusetts exhibits an augmentation of population

during the five years elapsing between the first day of June,

1850, and the first day of June, 1855, amounting to 137,855

individuals. During exactly the same time, there have been

151,135 births and 97,206 deaths
; giving, therefore, to the first

or natural cause of increase, 54,929, and leaving a balance of

82,926 to be accounted for by the excess of foreign and domes-

tic immi2:ration over emigration. Dr. Josiah Curtis, in his

valuable Report on the census of Boston, taken under the

authority of the city in 1855, states, that there were no less

than 38,356 foreigners landed by water at Boston, in the year

1850
;
he also exhibits, in a table, that there were 111,916

arrivals by water in the same city, and 67,570 by land, during
the five years, 1851-5. Surely an influx of this extent of

aliens, will sufficiently account for the increase of population,

without even being obliged to take into account the accessions

from the other States of the Union.

The following table, prepared with much care by Edward W.
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Hinks, Esq., will exhibit the percentage of increase or decrease

in every town and county throughout the Commonwealth, ac-

cording to the State censuses of 1850 and 1855 :
—
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KECAPITULATION,
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for instance, which stood third in the State by the census of 1850,

is now the fifth in point of popiilation ;
and Worcester, which was

the sixth, is now the third. Lawrence has nearly doubled the

number of its inhabitants in five years, and stands seven liigher

in the list of towns ;
while Cambridge has gained two, and Fall

River lost three, in the same scale of precedence.

The increase in several towns can be accounted for by the

annexed territory which has enlarged their limits
;
and the

establishment of State institutions may have materially aided in

producing the same result in others.

The following list comprises all the cities and one town in the

Commonwealth, they constituting all that contained more than

ten thousand inhabitants in June, 1855 :
—

CORPORATE N^VilE.

Boston, .

Lowell, .

"Worcester,

Charlestown,

Salem, .

Ccimbridge,

New Bedford,

Roxbury,

Lawrence,

Lynn,

Springfield,

Taunton,

Newburyport,

Fall River,

Chelsea, .

1850. 1855. Increase.
Percentage

of increase.

136,881

33,383

17,049

17,216

20,264

15,215

16,443

18,364

8,282

14,257

11,766

10,441

9,572

11,524

6,701

160,490
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inhabitants, Avliich, in most instances, can be attributed to the

setting off of part of their township to other towns :
—

Newbury,
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The colored portion of the population of Massachusetts, con-

sisting of 9,906 individuals, comprised about .87 per cent., or

_l_th part, of the whole number of inhabitants of the Common-

wealth. By the census of 1855, it appears, that the residence of

the largest part
—about two-thirds—was in the counties of Suf-

folk, Bristol and Berkshire. In sixteen towns only, were there

more than one hundred in each. There were 2,160—or 961

males and 1,199 females—in Boston
;
out of these, 219 were

in institutions. In New Bedford there were 1,657—730 males

and 927 females
;
99 of whom were in institutions. In Spring-

field there were 399
;
in Salem, 297

;
in Cambridge, 292

;
in

Pittsfield, 276; in Nantucket, 242; and in Worcester, 202.

There were none in seventy-three towns.

The number of Indians residing in the State, according to

the abstract of the Census Returns, and included with the col-

ored in the enumeration, was 139—71 males and 68 females.

They were found in fourteen towns, as follows :
—

TOWN.

Yarmouth,

Washington,

Fall River,

Lowell,

Canton, .

Plymouth,

Boston, .

Chelsea, .

36

4

9

12

8

37

1

1

18

1

5

6

6

20

1

1

18

3

4

6

2

17

TOWK.

Ashburnham,

Mendon,

Spencer,

Webster,

Westborough,

Winchendon,

Totals, .

1

13

1

13

1

o

139

1^

71

E

68

Compared with the number living in the Commonwealth in

1848, it would seem that the aboriginal population had very

largely diminished within a few years : For, at that time, accord-

ing to investigations made by commissioners appointed for the

purpose by the legislature, there were 847, constituting the

tribes known as the Ciiappequiddic, Christiantown, Gay Head,
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Fall River or Troy, Marshpce, Herring Pond, Grafton or Has-

sanamisco, Dudley, Punkaj)0g, and Yarmouth,—the Natick tribe

of Indians, formerly an extensive body, being practically extinct,

not an individual of them dwelling in the land of their fathers,

the "
Praying Indians

"
of the early days of New England.

The small number reported is accounted for by the fact, that

nearly all of the present race of Indians are of mixed blood,

the negro predominating in most instances,
—about six only of

pure blood being found in Massachusetts. Consequently in

taking the census, the chief part of this class were set down as

colored. In 1674, the aggregate number of Praying Indians

in the colonies of Massachusetts Bay and New Plymouth, was

estimated to be about 3,600. The following table will show the

number of this class in 1848, arranged according to sex :
—

TRIBE.
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SEX.

It has been stated, on page 202 of these Remarks, that

among the inhabitants of Massachusetts there is a predomi-
nance in nnmber on the part of the females

;
and this while

there are more males than females born, and while more females

than males die annually. In a population of 1,132,369, Mas-

sachusetts shows in June, 1855, 550,034 males, and 582,335

females,
—an excess of 32,301 females.

Arranged by counties, the following table will exhibit the

number of each sex, with the excess of one sex over the other,

and the number of females to each 100 males in 1855 :
—

COUNTIES.
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It will be pccu that in tlircc counties only has there been

an excess of males, and in these, the least populous, the

excess was but 755. Whereas, in the eleven counties which

show an excess of females, this difference amounts to 33,056,

leaving the balance, 3-,301, above stated. The greatest pro-

portion of females to males, is in the county of Middlesex, being

109.48 females to 100 males
;
and the least proportion is in

Nantucket, being only 88.36 females to 100 males
;
the average

proportion through the State being 105.87 females to 100 males.

This excess is undoubtedly owing to a greater immigration and

less emigration of females than males. The comparative excess

of females holds true both in regard to whites and colored,

natives and foreign born.

The following table exhibits the proportion between the white

males and females in Massachusetts, at the seven decennial

periods in which the United States census was taken. In each

it will be noticed that the females predominated :
—

CENSUSES. Total Whites. JIales. Females.
Excess of

Females.

1 1790,

II 1800,

m 1810,

IV 1820,

y 1830,

^^ 1840,

YII 1850,

373,2.54

416,793

405,303

516,419

603,3.59

729,030

981,450

182,672

205,494

229,742

252,154

294,685

360,679

484,093

190,582

211,299

235,561

264,265

308,674

368,351

501,357

7,910

5,805

5,819

12,111

3,989

7,672

17,264

In the four last enumerations the sex of the colored was dis-

tinguished, and produced, in each instance, similar results.

For the purpose of exhibiting the relative proportion that exist-

ed between the sexes among the colored population of the Com-

monwealth, at the time these censuses were taken, and also the

amount of excess of the predominant sex, the table which follows

has been prepared by compilation from authentic sources, and

the results of the State census of 1855 have been added :
—
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CENSUSES.
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The cities, therefore, form no exception to the rule which

seems to be so general thronghout the Commonwealth as to

the predominance of females. The large excess in Lowell

is owing to the great number of females employed in the

factories.

29
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AGE.

The second table of the abstracts was constructed to exhibit

the ages of the population of the Commonwealth, arranged by

counties and towns, in periods convenient for use and compari-

son with the abstracts of former censuses. This table having

been prepared with reference to aggregate results only, and

without regard to the sex or color of the different individuals

comprising the population, the remarks on this head must

necessarily be more limited than the importance of the subject

demands. The following columns will exhibit at a glance, the

number of persons of each of the various periods adopted for

the abstracts, and the percentage those of each period bore in

1855, to the whole number of inhabitants of the State :
—

AGES.
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cent, of the inhabitants were under the age of five years. Of

those returned as being more than ten years okl and not over

twenty, the number amounted to 227,145, or a little over 20 per

cent., the greatest proportion being in the latter half of the

period. Pertaining to the period including those of from twenty
to thirty years of age, there were 235,678 individuals, being

nearly 21 per cent, of the aggregate population. Thus, it will

be noticed, that the first period of ten years includes the greatest

I)ortion of the population, and the third the next greatest.

A very interesting point of view in which population can be

considered is that which has a bearing upon the dependence
of the young and old upmi the middle-aged. For this pur-

pose the following table has been carefully prepared from the

census returns of June, 1855 :
—

COUNTIES.
Total
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It will be perceived that 358,904 persons, or 31.69 per cent.

of the population of Massachusetts, were under fifteen years of

age, and generally speaking were dependent upon others of a

riper age for support. If the class of those who have attained

the age of more than sixty years, numbering 70,024, be added
to the class just named, and who may safely be classed with the

dependent, the number will be 428,928, or throwing the un-
known out, nearly 38 per cent, of the aggregate population of the

Commonwealth. Deducting this amount from the wliole num-
ber of inhabitants, and 701,000 persons between the ages of

fifteen and sixty, or about 62 per cent., and 2,341 of unknown
age, remain.

The fourteen cities and the town of Taunton exhibit the

following result when their inhabitants are similarly ar-

ranged :
—

Corporate Name.

Boston, ....

Lowell, ....

Worcester, . . .

Charlestown, . .

Salem, . . . .

Cambridge, . . .

New Bedford, .
•

Roxbury, . . .

Lawrence, . . .

Lynn,

Springfield, . . .

Taunton, ....

Newburyport, .

Fall River, . . .

Chelsea, ....

Population

in 1855.
rnder 15. 15 to 60. 60 to 100.

Over

100.
Unk.

160,490
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Xineteen persons were found, by those who collected facts for

the census, who had attained an age exceeding one hundred

years. One of these centenarians was found in Falmouth, in

the county of Barnstable
;
one in Lawrence, and one in Ncw-

buryport, in the county of Essex
;
one in Sunderland, in the

county of Franklin
;
one in Northampton, in Hampshire county ;

one each in Billerica, Carlisle. Cli; rlestown, North Reading
and Waltham, and two in Lowell, in the county of Middlesex

;

one in Walpole, in the county of Norfolk ;
one in Duxbury, in

the county of Plymouth ;
two in ward seven in the city of Boston,

and one in Chelsea, in the county of Suffolk
;
and one each in

Petersham and Spencer, in the county of Worcester. Several

of them, it will be perceived by examining the Fourteenth Reg-
istration Report, died before the end of the year.
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NATIVITY.

By referring to the first Table of the preceduig abstract, it

will be seen that of 1,132,369 persons, the whole population of

Massachusetts on the first day of June, 1855, 886,575 were born

within the United States, and 245,263 in foreign countries.

The places of birth of 531 were not ascertained. Of the native

born, 433,237 were males, and 453,338 were females : and of

those of foreign birth 116,431 were males, and 12,832 females.

The nativities of tlie 1,122,463 whites were as follows : of the

native born, 428,946 were males and 448,334 were females
;
of

the foreign born, 116,114 were males and 128.571 were females
;

and 347 males and 151 females were not obtained.

In respect to the 9,906 colored persons living witliin the

Commonwealth, 9,295 were of native birth, 578 of foreign, and

and 33 of unknown nativity ;
of the natives, 4,291 were males

and 5,004 were females
;
of the foreigners, 317 were males and

261 females
;
and 19 males and 14 females were of unknown

nativity.

The following table will repeat the same facts placed beside

those resulting from the United States census for 1850 :
—
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It will be seen that in 1850 the percentage of Americaii born

whites was 83.12
;
of foreign born whites, 16.60

;
and that the

nativity of .28 per cent, of the whites was unknown. Among
the colored, the natives were 92.52, the foreign born, 4.70, and

those of unknown nativity, 2.78. In 1855, according to the

State census, the Americans composed 78.16 per cent, of the

white population, and the foreigners, 21.79 per cent., leaving

but .05 per cent, for those of unknown nativity. Among the

colored, the natives amounted to 93.83 per cent., and the for-

eigners to 5.83 per cent., and those of unknown nativity to .34

per cent. It is therefore evident, that in 1855 only a little over

.78 per cent, of the population of the State were native born

Americans.

The population of 1855, arranged in regard to nativity by

counties, presents the followhig interesting table :
—

COUXTIES. Sex. Total. Native. Foreign. Unk.
Foreign to

100 Natives.

Barnstable, . .

Berkshire, . .

Bristol, . . .

Dukes, . . .

Essex, . . .

Franklin, . .

Hampden, . .

Hampshire,

I

Males, !

Females,

Totals, I

INIales,

Females,

Totals,

Males,

Females,

Totals,

Males,

Females,
Totals,

Males,

-\ Females,

Totals,

Males,

Females,
Totals,

17,.589

17,853

35,442

26,282

26,-509

52,791

42,175

4.5,250

87,425

2,332

2,169

4,401

Males, 72,559
Females, 78,459

Totals,
I

151,018

15,923

15,729

31,652

25,910
28.939

54,849

Males,
i

17,267

Females,! 18,218

Totals, ! 35,485

16,724

17,033

33,757
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COUNTIES.
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The following table will show the nativity of the population,
as it existed in 1855, compared with that of the census of 1850.

The figures for 1850 are taken from the compendium of the

census published in 1854, and differ slightly from the aggre-

gates before given, which are taken from the census report

printed the preceding year :
—

1850. 1855. Increase. Decrease.

Natives of United States, .

British America, ....
Mexico,

South America, ....
Ireland,

England,

Scotland,

Germany and Holland, . .

France,

Sweden and Norway, . .

West Indies,

C/
Portugal,

Wales,

Italy,

Denmark,

Spain,

Switzerland,

Belgium,

Greece,

Turkey,

All other Countries, . . .

Nativity unknown, , . . .

Total Population, . .

830,006

1^,862

32

81

115,917

16,685

4,469

4,457

805

322

303

290

214

190

181

178

72

36

23

14

769

3,539

994,514

886,-575

21,707

16

115

181,304

20,987

6,734

9,653

1,143

734

278

855

248

358

209

111

181

19

18

44

549

531

50,509

5,845

31

65,387

4,302

2,265

5,196

338

412

565

34

162

28

109

30

16

67

17

5

220

3,008

1,132,369 141,213 3,358

It must be remembered that in this table, the children born

in the United States of foreign parents are classed with natives.

The proportion Avhich the native citizens bore in 1855 to

those of foreign birth, in the principal towns of the Common-

wealth, is given in the following table :
—

30
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In Suffolk county, and in some of the principal cities, it will

be noticed that the foreign part of the population bear a very

considerable approximation to that of the native born. Had
the issue of the foreigners been included with the foreign born,

or, in other words, had the parentage alone been considered,

the figures in the column of the foreign population would have

been more imposing.
An examination of the table on the 217th page will show that

in the fourth and fifth congressional districts there is the great-

est proportion of foreign population, and the least in the first,

sixth and eleventh.

In the city of Boston, a census was taken ^s to particulars

existing on the first day of May, 1855, by George Adams, Esq.,

under authority of the city government. The results differing

somewhat from those of the State census, taken in the follow-

ing June, form the basis of an admirable report from the pen of

Dr. Josiah Curtis. In the tables, the children of foreigners

under 21 years of age are classed as to nativity with their

parents. The following particulars relating to nativity are of

special interest :
—
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Native Popclatiox.
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and 1850, while the increase from the latter date to 1855, was
a little less, being 22,641. The most remarkable feature in

connection with this augment, pertains to that portion of it

relating to the foreign population. Of the 114,366 that com-

prised the whole population in 1845, the American portion
embraced no less than 77,077, or 67.40 per cent., while the for-

eign portion was only 37,289, or 32.60 per cent. In 1850, the

population was 138,788. Of these the American portion com-

prised only 75,322, or 54.27 per cent., having decreased 1,755,
which was a loss of ,2.27 per cent, on the American portion of

the population of 1845. But during the same five years, viz.,

from 1845 to 1850, the foreign population in Boston had
increased no less than 26,177, or 70.20 per cent, on the number
of foreigners in 1845. Of the population in 1855, (161,429,)
the Americans constitute 75,922, or 47.02 per cent., and those

of foreign origin, 85,507, or 52.98 per cent. Instead of decreas-

ing, as was the case during the former five years, they have

increased 600 or .08 percent., while those of foreign origin have
increased in the same time, 22,041, being only 34.73 per cent.,

against 70.20 per cent., during the preceding five years.

Although the rate of increase in the foreign population was not

quite one-half as great since 1850 as it was during the five years

immediately preceding, yet it has been sufficient, as was antici-

pated, to change the majority of the whole population of our

city from the American to the foreign side. On the first of

May, 1855, we find that there were 9,585 more of foreign birth,

(including their children,) than there were of native citizens.

It will be very difficult to name a day in the future, when the

number of American citizens, in the distinctive sense that this

term is commonly used, will again constitute a majority of those

who shall inhabit the present limits of Boston. It is also here

worthy of remark, that while native voters have increased only
14.72 per cent,

sjnce 1850, the foreign voters have increased

threefold, or no less than 194.64 per cent."

The nativities of the population of the Commonwealth will be

found on page 132, arranged by counties, and the foreign accord-

ing to the countries of birth. In this table those born on the

islands in the English Channel are classed as natives of Eng-
land

;
those born on the Hebrides and Shetland Islands, as of

Scotland
;
those on the Island of Corsica, as of France

;
those
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on the Islands of Sardinia and Sicily, as of Italy ;
those on

the Azores and Madeira Islands, as of Portugal ;
and those of

Prussia, as of Germany and Holland. The persons born in all

other countries, are classed in a note to Table III. on page 133.

It is a matter of much regret, that the very general mode in

which the abstract of the native born is prepared will not allow

of any analytical remarks.

The question of the nativity and parentage of the population

is one which is exciting much interest among statisticians, and

as its bearings are of much importance in connection with the

cities and larger manufacturing towns in the Commonwealth, it

will imdoubtedly be carefully considered in all future enumera-

tions of the inhabitants under the authority of the State and

general government.
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FAMILIES AND DWELLINGS.

According to the instructions issued by the Secretary of the

Commonwealth, statistical returns were made, exhibiting the

number of families and dwellings in each town and city in the

State. It appears that with a population of 1,132,309 persons,

there were in Massachusetts, in June, 1855—

228,845 families,

175,311 dwellings,

15.48 dwellings to 100 persons,

29.09 families to 100 persons, and

130.06 families to 100 dwellings.

This gives an average of nearly five individuals to each fami-

ly and a dwelling for each six and seven persons, very nearly

ten dwellings on an average being required for each thirteen

families. Compared with the same particulars collected at the

same time with the national census of 1850, when the popula-

tion amounted to 994,514 souls, there has been an increase of

36,170 families and 22,476 dwellings. The percentage of

dwellings to 100 persons has increased also .11 per cent.
;
the

number of families to 100 persons, 2.72 per cent., and the num-

ber of families to 100 dwellings, 4 per cent. In 1850, there

were about four dwellings for five families. Although the

returns were not in all cases such as could have been desired,

nevertheless, with much labor and study, the Table commencing
on page 134 was prepared by the clerks in the secretary's office,

and from these, deductions have been made, which produce the

following results for the several counties throughout the Com-

monwealth, as shown in the accompanying table. It must be

borne in mind, however, that all public buildings, such as edi-

fices erected for religious worship, town-houses, school-houses,

public halls, factories, workshops, barns, stables, and similar

structures, are excluded from the count, the enumeration

being strictly confined to such buildings only as were used
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for liabitations. It would have given an opportunity for very

interesting and instructive remarks had these facts been col-

lected by those who took the details of the census, and had they
also been subsequently reduced into tables for statistical pur-

poses. Tliese facts should undoubtedly form part of every well

collected and prepared census, and they would add much inter-

est and variety to the usual dry detail which must necessarily

be connected with an array of figures.
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Franklin, there are nearly twice as many dwelling-houses pro-

portionably for the same number of persons. The table also

shows that the largest number of families to a given number of

persons, is in Dukes county, and the smallest in Suffolk county;

while the greatest number of families to a given number of

dwellings, is in the county of Nantucket, and the least, in the

counties of Berkshire and Franklin.

The table which follows is constructed to exhibit the same

class of facts in those places in the Commonwealth which have

more than 10,000 inhabitants:—
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accommodation of many families in each. The same is true,

though in a less degree, with the cities of Salem, Worcester,

and Fall River.

In the year 1851, when the last census was taken, there were

in Great Britain 5.71 persons to each dwelling, 4.83 persons to

each family, and 1.18 families to each dwelling. In London

there were, by the same census, about seventeen families to ten

houses. There were in Liverpool, 47.271 families to 35,293

houses, and in Manchester, 44,021 families to 36,701 houses.

In the city of Paris there were, in 1835, 50,476 houses to

1,106,891 persons, or twenty-two persons and four or five fam-

ilies to a dwelling. It will thus be seen that the relative num-

ber of houses to families, does not differ much in the cities of

Massachusetts from that of the principal cities in Europe.

31
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OCCUPATION.

The seventh column in the blanks furnished by the Secretary

of the Commonwealth, was intended for the profession, occupa-

tion, or trade of each male person over fifteen years of age, who

was a resident in the State on the 1st day of June, 1855. In

fulfiling the part of their duty which required the collection

of the interesting particulars relating to occupations, the can-

vassers evidently did not use sufficient discrimination in making

proper distinctions. Mechanics, for example, in many instances

were returned as manufacturers
;
venders of various medicinal

agents and even empyrics, as physicians ; traders, jobbers and

peddlers, as merchants
;
and itinerant lecturers and preachers, as

schoolmasters and clergymen. Indeed, these are among the

kinds of uncertainties to which all censuses, in a considerable

degree, are liable
;
and there is no good reason for believing

that, in the present instance, there have been greater negligence

and ignorance in the performance of duty, and more faulty

returns, than is usually the case in similar undertakings. It

will be noticed, also, that those who collected the particulars

for the census, did not perform this portion of it with as great

uniformity as could have been desired. This will be more per-

ceptible when the abstracts are compared with those prepared

for the volume of statistics issued from the office of the Secre-

tary of State, in May, 1856. The discrepancies are such as

should have been expected, however, when it is considered that

the facts were all to be collected and returned in the short space

of time given by the Act of the legislature.

The returns under this head have been classed, by the clerks

employed for the purpose, into nine divisions, each of which have

been subdivided according to individual employment.
The following table is introduced to show the proportion that

each of these general divisions bears to the whole number

reported, which amounted to 333,542, or 60.64 per cent, of the

whole number of males witliin the Commonwealth, and 29.45

per cent, of the total population of the State :
—
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OCCUrATIOXS.
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However well or ill this part of the census may have been

taken, it is apparent, on the most casual examination, that the

mechanic arts and manufactures have largely increased in the

Commonwealth during the last five years, at the expense of

agriculture. In a growing community like that of Massachu-

setts, such a result was to have been expected ;
more especially

when it is considered that the commercial enterprise of the

State is so great, and so rapidly increasing ; and when every
means of procuring the more common agricultural products is

so easy, by transportation by railroads and otherwise, from the

great inland States and Territories, which form the vast sources

of supplies for the large maritime districts.

The commercial interest has kept pace with the manufactur-

ing, with which it is connected by the strongest bonds, increas-

ing in proper ratio, and characterizing, in an eminent degree,
the eastern portion of the State, and reflecting much honor on

the country of which it is a small luit important part.
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MISCELLANEOUS STATISTICS.

The ninth column of tlie blank was intended for proper
returns connected with certain particulars respecting the social

condition of the individuals composing the population of the

Commonwealth ; especially whenever any individual was to be

classed as deaf and dumb, blind, insane, idiotic, pauper or con-

vict. The information secured by the canvassing agents and

returned to the Secretary of State, has been reduced to tabular

form and printed in the fourth table of the accompanying

abstracts, on pages 134-160, and will be considered briefly

under separate heads.

Deaf akd Dumb.—Of these, the whole number amounted to

401, 371 of whom were of native birth and 30 of foreign or

unknown birth. The largest number (60) appears to have

been found in the county of Essex, and next in order- in the

counties of Middlesex, (55) and Worcester, (54). There were

in the city of Boston, 31, 24 of whom were natives of the

United States
;
in Chilmark, 17, all natives

;
in Lawrence, 13,

11 natives
;
in Lowell, 12, 11 natives

;
in Weymouth, 10, Cam-

bridge and Sandwich each 7, all natives. It is somewhat

remarkable that so many of this unfortunate class should be

among the native born.'o

Blind.—The whole number of blind persons in the Common-
wealth was 471

;
of these, 408 were reported as natives, and 63

were of foreign or unascertained birth
;
and of the whole num-

ber the largest proportion was in the counties of Middlesex,

Worcester, Suffolk and Essex. In the cities and towns there

were—55 in Boston, 12 in Nantucket, 11 in Marblehead, 7 each

in Roxbury and Monson, and 6 each in Salem, Cambridge and

Weymouth.

Insane.—The returns show 1,919 insane persons, of whom

1,411 were native born, and 508 of foreign and unascertained



246 CENSUS OF MASSACHUSETTS. [1855.

birth. This differs considerably from the number obtained in

the autumn of 1854, through the indefatigable endeavors of

Dr. Jarvis, the number then being 2,632, which is supposed to

be yery nearly the truth. Of these, 2,007 were reported as

natives and 625 as foreigners.

Idiotic.—Only 834 persons were returned as idiots, 791 of

native birth, and all others, 47. In 1854, according to Dr.

Jarvis, there were 1,087 of this class, 1,043 natives and 44

foreigners.

Paupers.—According to the table there were 5,687 paupers,

4,152 of native birth and 1,585 of foreign and unknown. Of

those of American birth a large number are the children of

foreign parents. Of these, 16 were deaf and dumb, 50 blind,

858 insane, and 209 idiotic. In the county of Suffolk a major-

ity of the paupers were foreigners.

Convicts.— There were, in the State, 2,901 convicts, 1,575

of whom were of native l3irth, and 1,326 of foreign and un-

known birth. About 64 per cent, of those in the county of

Suffolk were foreigners.
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STATISTICS OF IXSTITDTIONS.

The following tables give a condensed view of some of the

particulars obtained, in collecting facts for the census, respect-

ing several of the institutions within the Commonwealth. They
have been taken from the abstracts, and brought together in

the form given for the convenience of reference. For this pur-

pose the inmates of the institutions are divided into classes :
—

1. Paupers ;
2. Those in Hospitals for the Insane

;
3. Convicts

in the State Prison, and in Jails and Houses of Correction ;

4. Inmates of the State Reform School.

1. Paupers.

IXSTITUTIOXS. Sex.

Ralnsforcl & Deer

Islands, Boston,

House of Reforma-

tion, Boston,

State Almshouse,

Bridgewater, .

State Almshouse,

Monson, . . .

State Almshouse,

Tewksbury,

Aggregates,

( Males, .

} Females,

(Totals, .

5

Males, .

Females,
Totals, .

5

Males, .

Females,
Totals, .

( Males, .

} Females,

(Totals, .

( Males, .

I Females,

(Totals, .

Total.

157
147
304

88
10
98

234
196
430

315
188
503

270
285
555

Males, . 1,064

Females, 1

826

Totals, .
; 1,890
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The whole number of natives was consequently 894, of for-

eigners, 964, and of unknown nativity, 36. Of the 964 foreign-

ers, 86 were natives of British America, 61 of England, 838

of Ireland, 19 of Scotland, 34 of Germany and Holland, 2 of

France, 3 of Portugal, 3 of Italy, 2 of Denmark, 6 of Norway
and Sweden, 1 of the West Indies, and 9 from other countries.

The paupers, therefore, in the above-named institutions, who

were born in Great Britain and its dependencies, far outnum-

bered those born in the United States.

Of the above, among the colored, only one male at Monson,

and four of the same sex at Tewksbury, were returned as

mulattoes. In respect to age, 865 were under fifteen years, 898

were between the ages of fifteen and sixty, and 107 over sixty ;

and of 20, the ages were not ascertained.

2. Inmates of Institutions for the Insane.

RfSTITUTIOXS. Sex. Total.

Lunatic Hospital,
Boston, .

r Males, .

-| Females,
•

(Totals, .

Lunatic Hospital,

Cambridge, . .

Lunatic Hospital,

Ipswich, . . .

McLean Lunatic

Hosp'l, Somer-

ville, . . . .

State Lun'c Hos-

pital, Taunton,

State Lun'c Hos-

pital, Worcester,

Aggregates, ,

r Males, .

-| Females,
Totals, .i

r Males, .

< Females,

(Totals, .

101
146
247

13
12
25

49
18
67

WHITES.
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It will readily be perceived by the preceding table, that there

is a small excess of females in the asylums and hospitals for the

insane ;
and that while there is a preponderance of foreigners

in the institutions at Boston and Cambridge, there is a corre-

sponding excess of native-born inmates in those of the State at

Worcester and Taunton, and at the McLean xisylum at Somer-

ville. The percentage of the colored is very small
; and, with

the exception of one mulatto female in the Boston Lunatic

Hospital, and one mulatto male at Worcester, they are all re-

turned as blacks.

Of all the persons in the above-named mstitutions, four only
were under fifteen years of age ; 1,036 were between the ages
of fifteen and sixty, and 85 were over sixty. The largest num-
ber of inmates of the institutions for the insane, is generally
of adults of medium age.

The United States was the country of birth of 688. The
others (437) were born as follows :

—30 in British America, 18

in England, 354 in Ireland, 5 in Scotland, 1 in Wales, 16 in

Germany and Holland, 4 in France, 1 in Portugal, 1 in Italy, 1

in Norway and Sweden, 2 in the West Indies, and 4 in other

countries.

3. Convicts in Prisons, Jails, and Houses of Correction.

INSTITUTIONS.

County Jail, Bos-

ton, . . . .

House of Refoi-ma-

tion, Boston,

Kalnsford & Deer
Islands, Boston,

County Jail and
House of Cor.,

Cambridge, . .
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Table—Continued.
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Table—Continiiccl.
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4. Limotes of the State Ileforrn School for Boys.



EsRATA. The following errors, which have occurred in the abstracts, have been detected since

printing :
—

Page 10, line 12, in column of native whites, instead of 1G:933. read 15,936-

Page 10, line 18, in column of natire whites, instead of 16,969, read 15,969.

Page 63, line 3 from bottom, in column of total whites, instead of 545,417, read 545,407.

Page 63, line 2 from bottom, in column of total whites, instead of 577,046, read 577,056.

Page 132, last line in column of total United State.<!, instead of 886,579, read 886,575.
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