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ADVERTISEMENT

TO0

THE PRESENT EDITION.

T'uz Editor takes the liberty of announcing
to his readers, that the several Appendices
of Lord Orford, which could not legally be
included in the previous impression, are
incorporated with the present. He has
likewise introduced such corrections, emend-
ations, and additions of his own, as have
occurred in the desultory reading of sixteen

years; and further this deponent sayeth
not. Vale, iterum vale.

a3
























THE AUTHOR’S PREFACE

TO THE

FIRST EDITION.

Tae compiler of the following list flatters
himself, that he offers to the public a pre-
sent of some curiosity, though perhaps of
no great value. This singular CaTaLoGUE?
contains an account of no fewer than ten

3 [« The author of this work (say the Critical Reviewers)
is medest enough to call it a Catalogue; but we apprehend
it might with more propriety be styled Characters : for we
not only find a list of the works, but also a peremptory
and decisive judgment passed upon the merit or demerit of
each performance: nay, the same liberty is generally
taken with the moral character of the author.” — An
anonymous writer of observations on the above Critical
Review, remarked that ¢ Mr. Walpole had promised to
give the world a Catalogue, and he gives them something
more : he is better therefore than his word.” Lord Orford,
in his preface, announces that part of his design was to
scrutinize Characters, and that he had allowed himself a
sort of license for such a purpose. See p.xx.]






























TO

THE MOST NOBLE
FRANCIS SEYMOUR CONWAY,

EARL OF HERTFORD 2, VISCOUNT BEAUCHAMP,
BARON CONWAY AND KILLULTAGH,
KNIGHT OF THE MOST NOBLE ORDER OF THE GARTER,
ONE OF THE LORDS OF HIS MAJESTY'S BEDCHAMBIR,'

AND LORD-LIEUTENANT OF THE COUNTY OF WARWICK.

———

MY DEAR LORD,
I smourp be afraid to offer you the fol-
lowing Work, if it was not written with
the utmostimpartiality towards all persons
and parties®: it would be unpardonable
to have a bias in a mere literary narrative.

3 [This earl of Hertford died June 14. 1794 ; and was
succeeded by his eldest son, the late marquis. The
family descent is traced from the dukes of Somerset, as
may be seen in sir Egerton Brydges’ edition of Collins's
Peerage, vol. i.] :

3 [ Notwithstanding this declaration, the Critical Re-
viewers expressed themselves free enough to declare, that






DEDICATION. XXvit

If there were no other evident pro-
priety, my lord, in my presenting you with
any thing that I should wish were valu-
able, the poor would bear testimony that
an encomium on the Protector’s benevo-
lence can be no where so properly ad-
dressed as to the heir of his goodness.

I am, my Lord,
Your Lordship’s
Most affectionate

Humble Servant,

HORACE WALPOLE.

1758.
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RICHARD THE FIRST.

Tuouen Henry the first obtained the fair ap-
pellation of Beauclerc, or the Learned, yet has
no author, I think, ascribed any composition to
him.? Considering the state of literature in
that age, one may conjecture what was the erudi-
tion of a prince to whom the monks (the doc-
tors of his time!) imparted a title so confined to
their own brotherhood. One’is more surprised
to be obliged to attribute the first place in
this catalogue to his fierce great-grandson,
Cceur de Lion! It is asserted, that towards

2 Bishop Tanner, in his  Bibliothcca Britaunica,” has ranked
Henry among his authors; but I cannot so lightly call him one,
as the bishop does after Leland, on the latter having discovered
in St. Austin’s church at Dover a book composed from laws or
decrees elucidated and enacted by that king, vide p.95.; aor isit
sufficient that bishop Bale says he wrote epistles to Anselm.

VOL. L. B


















RICHARD THE FIRST. 7

membran. in folio, p. 184., ben conservato :
fino alla pagina 72. sono poesie Provénzali.”

REIS RIZARD.®

Ja nus hom pris non dira sa raison
Adreitament, se com hom dolent non;
Mas, per confort, pot il faire chanson.
Pro ai d'amis, mas povre son li don !
Onta i avron, se, por ma réezon
Soi fai dos yver pris.

6 Or sachon ben mi hom, & mi baron,
Engles, Norman, Pettavin, et Guascon,
Qe ge n’avoie si povre compagnon,’
Q'en laissasse, por aver, en preison.

Ge n'el di pas por nulla retraison ;
Mas anquar soi ge pris !

K ien’
’
J’ansaien? de ver certanament,
C’'om mort, ne pl‘il, n’a amie ne parent;

3 (N. B. The s throughout this song has frequently the power
of ¢k, G. Ellis))

6 This is the stanza quoted by Crescimbeni. [Du Verdier prints
it thus:

Or sachan ben mos homs, e mos barons,
Angles, Normans, Peytavins, ¢ Gascons,
Qu’yeu non ay ja si pavre compegnon,
Que per aver loulaiss en preson.
Bibliotheque, ubi sup.]

7 [A more modernised copy of this song was printed in “ Ca-
talogus Codicum MSS. Bibliothecee Bernensis, 3 J. R. Sinner,”
from a manuscript of the thirteenth century, in which this
verse begins — “Or sai je bien” — and this reading, says Mr. Ellis,

B 4


















RICHARD THE FIRST. 15

Henry III. to be painted in the Tower, and in a low
chamber in the old palace of Westminster, which
room was to be thenceforward called the Antioch
chamber.

Among the Cotton manuscripts’ is preserved * Iti-
nerarium, sive Gesta Ricardi I. Regis Anglie in
Judeses; per Ricardum Canonicum S. Trinitatis,
London.” To this Itinerary is prefixed,

¢ EPITAPHIUM REGIS RICARDI: APUD FONTEM
EVRALDI.

¢ Scribitur hoc auro rex auree: laus tua tota:
Aurea materiem conveniente nota.

Laus tua prima fuit ; Siculi Cypres altera dromo;
Tertia carvanna; quarta suprema Iope.

Retrusi Siculi Cypros pessundata dromo,
Mersus carvanna capta recenta Iope.”

The capture of Jaffa, olim Jopps, was one of the
feats achieved by this romantic monarch, whose ex-
ploits in Palestine are briefly enumerated by our his-
torian of the Roman empire.® Chatterton also made
them the subject of Rowley’s second eclogue, and de-.
picted his hero '

Kynge Rycharde, lyche a lyoncel of warre,
Inne sheenynge goulde, lyke feerie gronfers dyghte.?)

7 Faustina, A. vii.
* Vol.xi. p.146.
9 Bouthey’s edit. vol.ii. p.13.













EDWARD THE SECOND., 17

¢ Then Edward remaining in prison, as first in the
castel of Kenelwrth, and after in the castel of Barkle,
took greate repentaunce of hys former life, and made a
lamentable complainte for that he had so grevously
offended God; whereof a part I have set out, but not
all, lest it shoulde bee tedious to the readers or hearers.

¢ Damnum mihi contulit 4 tempore brumali
Fortuna? satis aspera vehementis mali.
Nullus est tam sapiens, mitis, aut formosus,
Tam prudens virtutibus ceterisque ¢ famosus,
Quin stultus reputabitur, et satis despectus,
Si fortuna prosperos avertat effectus.”

“ These, wyth manye other after the same ma-
kynge,” adds the chr'onicler, ¢ I have seene, whyche
are reported to bee of hys owne makynge, in the tyme
of hys emprysonment.”

Through the liberal kindness of Edmund Lodge,
esq. Lancaster herald, I have had an opportunity of
inspecting the Latin poem referred to by bishop Tan-
ner, among the manuscripts in the college of arms,
and I find it to be a copy of the same production
which Fabian has cited; and which, as Mr. Barring-
ton remarks, if it do not prove the monarch a poet,
yet places his scholarship out of doubt. The speci-
men, however, selected by Fabian, promises to be
more creditable to the writer, and satisfactory to the
reader, than the entire monkish original would prove,

+ Contigit, MS. s Forma, ib. ¢ Ceteris, ib.
VOL. 1. * (o]



18 EDWARD THE SECOND.

which extends to 112 lines. Mr. Andrews, in his
entertaining History, has offered thte following imi-
tation of the preceding extract:

On my devoted head
Her bitterest showers,
All from a wintry cloud,
Stern fortune pours.
View but her favourite,
Sage and discerning,
Grac'd with fair comeliness,
Fam'd for his learning,
Should she withdraw her smile,
Each grace she banishes,
Wisdom and wit are flown,
And beauty vanishes.”

Mr. Douce has pointed out the following article,
apparently by this prince, in a manuscript that had
belonged to sir Henry Spelman, and was sold with the
rest of his collection in 1709.

¢ De la Roi Edward le Fiz Roi Edward, le Chan-

son qe il fist mesmes.”]

7 Hist. of G. B. vol. i. p.346.
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RICHARD THE SECOND

[Ssms to claim insertion among the kingly suthots
for having ¢ made ballads and songs, rondesus and
poems.”® This information is derived from a most
curious and splendidly illuminated manuscript, in
Bibl. Harl. 1819, of which great use was made by
Mr. Strutt in his Regal and Ecclesiastical Antiquities.
The manuscript is thus described, “ Histoire du Roy
d’Angleterre Richard: traictant particulierement la
Rebellion de ses Subjectz et Prinse de sa Personne, &c..
Composée par un Gentilhomme Frangois de marque,
qui fut & la Suite du dict Roy, avec permission du Roy
de France,” 1899. It contains the history of the
latter part of the reign of Richard the second, and
closes with the delivering up of Isabel, the young
queen of England, to the commissioners of her father,
Charles the sixth of France.® In sect.vi. fol.17., after
describing, with high eulogium, the amiable qualities
and polite accomplishments of this unfortunate mo-
narch 4, the writer proceeds to inform us,

% Another slight intimation that our second Richard was a
versifier, occurs in archbishop Usher’s letters, where sir Robert
Ootwnrequmhugneowprowreforhmapoemby&chud ’
the second, which that prelate had pointed out.

s Reg, and Eocl. Antiq. vol.i. p. 63.

4 A short poem in Hard. MS. 2251., ascribed to Lydgnte, has
the following descriptive representation of Richard the second :

c 2
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HENRY THE SIXTH

[Cum to the crown in 1422, encountered the con-
spiracy of the house of York in 1450, was deposed in
1460, restored in 1470, deposed again, and murdered
in 1471, at the age of fifty.

Lord Orford gave a curious plate in his Anecdotes
of Painting, representing the marriage of Henry the
sixth; and sir John Fenn has ornamented vol.i. of
the Paston Letters with a whole-length portrait of this
prince, at a later period of his calamitous reign, from
a drawing in his own possession. Several other repre-
sentations occur in Strutt’s Regal and Ecclesiastical
Antiquities, from illuminations in the royal library.

The following ¢ prettie versse” attributed to this
regal martyr, in an old manuscript, was transcribed
by sir John Harington from a book in his grand:
father’s hand-writing, and imparted to prince Henry,
in a letter dated 1609. ¢ The verse, says sir John, I
did mean to presente your highnesse with, is as now
doth followe, and well suteth the temper and condition
of him who made it:

Kingdomes are but cares,
State ys devoid of staie,
. Ryches are redy snares,
And hastene to decaic.
c3






HENRY THE SIXTH. 23

godlie: thys merytythe mercie, when cawslesse ys
soffered sorrowe.”

“ Noughte els ys warre bote furie and madnesse,
whereyn ys not advyse, bote rashnesse; not ryghte,
bote rage, rulethe and raignethe.” HENRIE.*

In a manuscript manual which was in the posses-
sion of the late Dr. Pegge, that learned antiquary has
pointed out

¢ A Prayer by Henry VL. of England.”*®

A monk’s cowl, says Granger, would have fitted this
prince’s head much better than a crown.® Though he
might have made an amiable prelate, adds Mr. An-
drews, he appeared completely misplaced when on a
regal throne: yet whatever cruelties were acted in his
reign, must be charged to the account of his masculine
consort, Margaret; Henry would not have hurt the
meanest reptile.”]

¢ Nuge Antiqum, vol.i. p.386. edit. 1804.
5 See Gent. Mag. vol. xlix. p.25.

¢ Biog. Hist. vol.i. p.19.

7 Hist, of G.B. ubi sup.

c4












HENRY THE EIGHTH. 5

suited Henry equally well, when he burned
papists or protestants; it suited each of his
daughters, Mary and Elizabeth ; it fitted the
martyr Charles, and the profligate Charles ;
the Romish James, and the calvinist William :
and at last seemed peculiarly adapted to the
weak head of high-church Anne.

The work I have mentioned was printed in
quarto by Richard Pinson, with this title :

¢« Assertio septem Sacramentorum adversus
Martyn Lutherum, edita ab invictissimo An-
gliee & Francie Rege & Do. Hyberniee Hen-
rico ejus Nominis octavo.” It ends, ¢ Apud
inclytam urbem Londinum, in sedibus Pynsoni-
anis, anno M.Dp.xxI. quarto idus Juli. Cum
privilegio & rege indulto. Editio prima.” ® 4to.

Luther not only treated this piece of royal
theology in a very cavalier manner®, but (which
seems to have given the most offence) ascribed
it to others. The king, in the year 1525, re-
plied irf a second piece, entitled,

’Ameu'l'ypogr Antiq. p. 13%.

¢ [Luther possessed great talents, with an unconquersble spirit
of disputation, which sometimes led him into vulgar scurrility.
His answer to the royal polemic was gress, even to brutality :
“ Ego, sine larva et operté dico, regem Anglie Henricum istiim
plane mentiri, et scurram levissimum suis mendaciis magis referre
"quatn regem. Cum mendace scurra loquor, regiis titulis velato.
Op. Lutheri ap. Andrews.)
























HENRY THE EIGHTH. 33

one of his anthems still continues to be performed in
the choir of Christ Church, Oxford.* Mr. Warton
reports it to be set in an admirable style’; but Dr.
Henry says, from Hawkins and Burney, ¢ of two pro-
ductions (a motet and an anthem) ascribed to the
finger of this monarch, the one from its mediocrity is
admitted to be genuine, the other is supposed to exceed
the capacity of a royal musician.” His name, adds
the historian, is forgotten among poets.®

In the ¢ Nugee Antique’,” however, a letter from sir
John Harington to prince Henry, encloses  a special
verse”of kingHenry the eighth, when he conceived love
for Anna Bulleign; ¢ and hereof,” says sir John, « I
entertain no doubt of the author ; for if I had no better-
reason than the rhyme, it were sufficient to think that
no other than suche a king could write suche a son-
net: but of this my father oft gave me good assurance,
who was in his houshold. This sonnet was sunge to
the lady at his commaundment, and here followeth :

¢ The eagle’s force subdues eache byrd that flycs,
What metal can resyst the flaminge fyre ?
Dothe not the sunnc dazle the cleareste cyes,
And melte the ice, and make the froste retyre?
The hardest stones are peircede thro wyth tools ;
The wysest are, with princes, made but fools.”*

4 Seward’s Anecdotes of distinguished Persons, vol. i. p. 4.

5 Hist. of E. P. vol. iii. p. 59.

¢ Hist. of Britain, vol. xii. p, 300.

7 Vol.i. p. 388. edit. 1804. .

8 These lines were set to music by Bird, and ‘printed in bis
Psalms, Songs, and Sonnets, 1611.

VOL., I. D






HENRY THE RIGHTH. 34

¢ Passetyme with good eympanye
I love, and shall ynta 3 I dye,
Grughe sq ¢ wylle, but none deny,
So God be plecyd, so lyf woll 1.
For my pastaunce 3
Hunte, syng, & daunce,
My hert ys sett:
All godely sport
To my comfort,
Who shall me lett ?

* Yowth woll have neds dalyaunce
Of good or yl! some pastaunce,
Campany me thynkyth thewm best
All thofts and fantyses to dygest ;
For idelnes
Ys cheff mastres
Of vices all : —
Than who can say
But passe the day
Is best of all.

¢« Company with honesté
Ys verty, and vyce to flee:
Company ys gode or yll,
But every man hath hys fre wyll.
The hest insew,
The worst eschew,
My mynd shall be: —
Vertu to use,
Vyce to refuse,
I shall use me.”

3 i.e Until. 4i.e. Grudge whoso. * I. e. Passe-tems, pastime-

D 2






HENRY THE EIGHTH. -87

¢ No more to yow att thys tyme; but that, with
Gods helpe, I trust we shall dysapoynte oure enymys

off theyre intendyd purpose. ‘
¢ Wrytten with the hand off your lovyng master,
“ Henery R.”
(To my Lorde Cardinall.) )

in reconciling studies of very dissonant natures; for while he
rendered his house voluptatum omnium sacrarium, yet he perpe-
tually counselled the monarch to apply himself to school-divi-
nity; hence the works of Thomas Aquinas became the study of
the inconsistent Henry, who was blinded by the artifices of his
favourite. Cardinal Wolsey, says Nash, first gave others a light
to his own overthrow. How it prospered with him and his in-
struments, that after wrought for themselves, chronicles largely
report, though not apply. Life of J. Wilton, 1594.
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QUEEN ANNE BOLEYN. 389

eventually excited the jealousy of the monarch, whose
brutal fury or blind passion for a new object made
him consign this short-lived favourite to the block, as
well as her hapless brother.®

s Vide article of viscount Rocheford. The Harleian MS,
2252, contains “ A Ditty setting forth the Inconstancy of For-
tune, from a Fable of a Falcon who flew from the other Birds to
the Top of a Mountain adorned with a fine Rose-tree, where a
loving Lion chose her a nest.”” —¢ By the falcon,” says Mr.
Wanley, ¢ is meant queen Anne Boleyn, it being her device ; by
the mountain, England ; and by the lion, king Henry VIIL.” This
allegorical poem is so ingenious and interesting, that it seems to
authorize a copious extract :

In a fresshe mornynge amonge the flowrys,
My service sayinge at certayne owrys,
Swetly the byrds were syngynge amonge the shewrys
For that joye of good fortune:
To walke alone I dyd me aplye,
Among the hylls that were so hye
I sawe a syghte afor myne éie
That came by good fortune.
I mervaylyd whate hyt sholde be: —
At laste I espyed a company
That dyd abyde all on a tree,
To seke for fortune.
There came a fawcon, fayre of flyghte,
And set hyr downe presente in syghte,
So lyke a byrde comlye and bryghte
Whyche thaughte hyt good fortune.
All that were abyll to flee with wynge,
They were ryghte joyfull of hyr comyngo
That swetly they begane to syng
For joye of good fortune.
D 4



40 QUEEN ANNE BOLEYN.

The king’s overtures of marriage to Anne Boleys,
and the favours he conferred on her friends, are grate-

In the next stanza, which is not very legible, the falcon takes
her flight to an adjacent mountain to seek her fortune.

Alone on the toppe ther growde a brere,

That bare well, I wotte, the rose so clere

Whyche fadyd no tyme of the yere —
There fownde she fortune.

In the mydds of the busshe downe dyd she lyghte,

Amonge the rosys of golde so bryghte,

Sayinge that pleasantly I am plyghte
In the prime of my fortune.

Ther cam a lyon full lovinglie,

That all the smalle byrds ther myght se,

Syngynge “ Fayre fawcon, well do to me,
Here ye your fortune.”

The knot of love in hym was faste

And so farre entryd into hys brystc

That ther he chose the byrde a neste :
Soche was hyr fortune.

She spake these words presumatlye,.

And sayd— “ Ye byrds beholde & se,,

Do not gruge for thus wyll yt be,
Suche ys my fortune.”

A mavys meke, movyd in mynde

And sayd —“ Whoo wyll seke shall fynde,

Beware a myste make you not blynd,
Truste not in fortune.”

A storm soon follows, which excites the wonderment of her
feathered mates, while it exposes the flattery of fortune, and the
writer exclaims —

To derely bowghte, 50 frendly sowghte,

And so sone made a quene,

So sone lowe browghte hath not ben sene —
O! whate is fortunc?



QUEEN ANNE BOLEYN. 41

fully and delicately acknowledged in the following
original letter, indorsed — ¢ From Mrs. Anne Bullen,
befor hir marriadg to the king.” ®

© « My lord,

¢ After my most humble recommendacions, this
shall be to gyve unto your grace, as I am most
bownd, my humble thanks for the great payn and
travell that your grace doth take in stewdyeng by your

wysdome and great dylygens howe to bryng to pas
honerably the gretyst welth that is possyble to com to

They dyd hyr presente to a tower of stone,

Wher as she shold lament hyr selfe alone

And be consell — for helpe ther was none,
Suche was hyr fortune !

‘The queen then looks forward to exchange her imperial crown
for a crown immortal, and commends her soul into the hands
of her Saviour; but she previously laments that those of her
own household and lineage should feel the effects of her
disastrous fortune, and speaks of an early attachment in the

following stanza, which has a reference probably to lord Percy
See Andrews’ Hist. vol. ii. p. 273.

I had a lover, stedfaste and trewe,

Alase! that ever I chaunged for new,

I cowlde not remembyr, full sore I rew
To have this fortune.

The very curious folio MS. of which this relique makes a
part, was formed by John Colyns, citizen and mercer of Lon-
don, dwelling in the parish of Wolchurch, in the reign of
Henry VIII.

¢ Copied from Cotton M8. Vespasian, F. xiii.






' QUEEN ANNE BOLEYN: 48

besychys your grace to except this letter, as prosydyng
from one that is most bownd to be
# Your humble and obedyent servaunt,
“ ANNE BOLEYN.”

For more than two years, says Mr. Lodge, Anne
seems to have possessed not only the tender affection
but the confidence of her husband. He occasionally
conferred with her on important matters of state, and
even consulted her judgment. The reformation was
undoubtedly much forwarded by her means, and per-
haps the origin of her miseries may be traced to the
resentment of the Roman ¢atholics. ®

This very unfortunate but interesting personage is
introduced in the present work on the slight grounds
of critical conjecture, it being the opinion of an ano-
nymous, but, as sir John Hawkins affirms, ¢ judicious
antiquary,” that the following poems were ¢ written
either by or in the person of Anne Boleyn;” which
opinion sir John thinks her history renders very
probable. ?

¢ Vide article of Anne Boleyn in Holbein portraits.

o Mr. Warton, it may be observed, does not accord with
sir John as to the probabilfty of this opinion; and Mr. Ritson is
willing to refer the composition of the second piece to viscount
Rocheford. See Ancient Sotigs, p. 120. Hmll, the historian,
has given to Anne Boleyn’s tefined taste the credit of forming a
masque for the eatertaimment which todk place when Henry
visited Francis the first.
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1.

Defiled is my name full sore,

Through cruel spyte and false report,
That I may say for evermore,

Farewell, my joy! adewe, comfort !
For wrongfully ye judge of me,

Unto my fame a mortall wounde,
Say what ye lyst, it will not be,

Ye seek for that can not be found.

2.
O death! rocke me on sleepe,
Bring me on quiet reste;
Let passe my verye guiltless goste,
Out of my carefull brest :
Toll on the passinge bell,
Ringe out the dolefull knell,
Let the sounde my dethe tell,
For I must dye,
There is no remedy,
For now I dye.

My paynes who can‘expres ?
Alas! they are so stronge,
My dolor will not suffer strength
My lyfe for to prolonge ;
Toll on the passinge bell, &c.

Alone, in prison stronge,
I wayle my destenye ;
Wo worth this cruel hap that 1
Should taste this miserye.
Toll on the passinge bell, &c.



QUEEN ANNE BOLEYN.

Farewell my pleasures past,
Welcum my present payne ;
I fele my torments so increse,
That lyfe cannot remayne.
Cease now the passing bell,
Rong is my dolefull knell,
For the sound my deth doth tell,
Death doth draw nye,
Sound my end dolefully,
For now I dye.?)

s Hawkins' Hist. of Music, vol.iil. p.s3.

4'-5
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She was not only learned %, but a patroness of *
learning, interceding for, and saving the uni-
w~ersity of Cambridge, when an act had passed
to throw all colleges, &c. into the king’s
* disposal. ®

Nicholas Udal, master of Eton school (whom
Bale calls the most elegant master of all good
letters), and who was employed by this princess
in translating and publishing Erasmus’s para-
phrase on the four gospels, gives this simple
and natural account of the learning of the wo-
men of quality in that age. In his dedication to
her majesty, he observes,  the great number
of noble women at that time in England, given
to the studie of human sciences, and of strange
tongues.” And he adds, ¢ It was a common
thyng to see young virgins so nouzled and
trained in the studie of letters, that thei wil-
lyngly set all other vain pastymes at naught for
learnynge’s sake. It was now nonews at all to
see queens and ladies of most high estate and
progenie, instede of courtly daliaunce, to em-
brace vertuous exercises, readyng and wryting,

¢ [Burnet inferred that she understood Latin, because Ed-
ward the sixth wrote to her in that language. Hist. of Reform.
vol.ii. p.2. But Strype printed an epistle in Latin, from her
¢o the princess Mary. Ballard points out many of her English
letters.)

¢ Vide Ballard's Memoirs of celebrated ladies, p. 88. 4to.
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her death, was published, with a preface, by
secretary Cecill (afterwards lord Burleigh),
Lond. 8vo. 1548, and 1563.%

In her life-time, she published many psalms,
prayers, and pious discourses, of which thm
‘was the title,

* Prayers or Meditations, wherein the mynd
is stirred patiently to suffre all afflictions here,
to set at nought the vaine prosperitee of this
‘worlde, and always to long for the everlastynge
felicitee. Collected out of (certayne) holy
woorkes, by the most vertuous and gracious
princesse Katharine, queene of Englande,
France, and Irelande. Printed by John Way-
land, 12mo. 1545.°

To this was sometimes prefixed a set of fif-
teen psalms, which she composed in imitation
of David’s : the titles of them may be seen in
Strype.? To them were subjoined,

* Bale de Script. Britan. p. 106.
9 Ames, p. 211. [A copy in the British Museum bears the date
. of 1546, and has no printer’s name, or place of publication. Mr.

Douce has a copy without date ; but it contains a prayer for king
Edward the sixth, which makes it ulterior to that in thé Museum.
Herbert speaks of two other editions printed by Berthelette in
1545, and mentions a copy in the rev. Mr. Ashby’s possession,
which was bound in covers of solid gold. Mr. Woodhouse’s
library produced another edition by the same pnnter, in 1547]

2 Vol. ii. p. 131.
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name Wriothesley, which her maJesty writes
Wreseley.*

“ To the College of Stoke ; that Edwa.rd
Walgrave may have a Lease of their Manour
of Chipley in Suffolk.”?

¢ To her Husband, the Lord Admiral.”?

« Two Letters to ditto.”’?

¢ Another curious one to ditto, before their
Marriage was owned.”*

Vossius, in his Treatise de Philologid®,
ascribes by mistake to Katharine of Arragon
the Lamentations of a Sinner, and the Medi-
tations on the Psalms.

(In Coxeter’s list of such copies of books as be-
longed to James Roberts, the printer, was entered,

¢ Prayers collected by the Lady Katherine Parre,
Queene, called ¢ The sweet Song of a Sinner.’” 6

Quere, whether this might not be the queen’s La-
mentation? The following adulatory extract from an

s Strype, vol. ii. L.
¢ In the library of C. C. C. CamBiidge.
¢ In Hearne’s Sylloge Epist. p. 209.
3 In. the collection of State-papers, published by Haynes.
4 Ballard, p. 94, from the Ashmolean collestion.
sP.36. 6 Ames, p. 342.
E2
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very much agrees with the present, of queen Catha-
rine’s politic submission to her sovereign lord and
husband in theological concerns?; without which well-
timed device, her life had probably become the sacri-
fice of her zeal for the reformation.

At the end of queen Catharine’s Meditations ap-
peared the following well-composed Prayer for Men
to saye entring into Battayle.”

¢ O almightie Kinge and Lorde of hostes { whiche
by thy angels thereunto. appointed, doest minister

- bothe warre and peace; and which diddest give unto
David both courage and strength, being but a little
one, unarmed, and unexpert in feats of warr, with his
slinge to sette upon and overthrowe the great huge
Goliath ; our cause now being just, and being enforsed
to entre into warre and battaile, we most humbly
bescche thee, (O Lorde God of hostes !) sooe to turne
the hearts of oure enemyes to the desire of peace, that
no Christian bloud be spilt; or els graunt (O Lorde)
that with small effusion of bloud, and to the little
hurte and domage of innocentes, we may to thy glory
obtayne victory: and that the warres beeing soone
ended, we may all with one heart and mind, knitte
together in concord and unitie, laud and prayse
thee, which livest and reignest, world without end.
Amen.”

Prefixed to the ¢ Seventh Lampc of Virginitie,” in
Bentley’s Monument of Matrones, 1582, is an epistle
to the Christian reader by the cclebrated lord Bur-

9 Sce Rapin, vol.i. p.si6.
E 3
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the freedoms which her husband took with the prin-
cess, and even became a spy upon their conduct?.
The queen dowager lived a few months only after
her second marriage, and dying in childbed, was
buried in the chapel of Sudley castle. Her leaden
coffin having been explored by female curiosity in the
year 1782, her features, and particularly her eyes, are
said to have appeared in a state of perfect preservation.
Her stature must have been very low, as the lead
which enclosed her corpse was only five feet four
inches long®. A portrait of this princess, in oil co-
lours, is in the archiepiscopal palace of Lambeth. An
epitaph in Latin verse was written by her chaplain Dr.
Parkhurst, and printed in his Ludicra, sive Epigram-
mata Juvenilia, 1578; whence it appears that she
lived only seven days after the birth of her daughter.

Huic peperit natam ; & partu cum septimus orbem
Sol illustrasset, Mors truculenta necat.

Another short inscription follows, in the same rare
book.
EJUSDEM REGINE EPITAPHION.
Catharina in hac urna jacet,
Regina nuper Anglice,
Decus mulierum maximum.
Pariendo perit puerpera.
Infantem enim postquam edidit,
(Fulgente luce septima)
En illa spiritum edidit.}

2 See Burghley papers, published by Haynes.
8 Vide Archaeologis, vol. ix. p. 2.
E 4
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elegant as it is said to have been, I question
whether it surpassed the other buffooneries,
which engrossed the theatres of Europe in that
and the preceding century. All the subjects
were religious; all the conduct farcical. Bishop
Bale, whom I have mentioned, composed above
twenty of these ridiculous interludes.

King Edward wrote besides,

¢¢ The Sum of a Conference with the Lord
Admiral,” '
written with his own hand and extant among
the Ashmolean manuscripts*.

« A Method for the Proceedings in the
Council ;”
in his own hand, in the Cotton library®.

« King Edward the Sixth’s own Arguments
against the Pope’s Supremacy, &c.”
translated out of the original, written with the
king’s own hand in French, and still preserved.
To which are subjoined some remarks upon his

prejudices of the most interesting nature, by throwing the clergy
into a state of contention, and by disseminating theological opi-
nions among the people, excited so general a ferment, that even
the popular ballads and the stage were made the vehicles of the
controversy between the -papal and protestant communions.
Hist. of Eng. Poetry, vol. iii. p. 196.]

¢ Tanner, p. 253. s Ibid.
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« A Translation into French of several
Passages of Scripture®.”’

In Tanner may be seen a list of what letters
of this king are extant’.

[Among the Cottonian manuscriptsnumerous papers
by Edward the sixth are extant, beside what Lord Or-
ford haspointed out. Mr. Seward? has described a large
folio volume in manuscript in the British Museum,
which contains the exercises of this promising prince,
in Greek, Latin, and English, with his signature to
each of them, as king of England, in the three differ-
ent languages. The same industrious compiler re-
marks, that Edward’s abilities, acquirements, and dis-
position, were so transcendant, they extorted an eulo~
gium upon them from the cynic Cardan himself, who
in his once-celebrated work De Gensturis, thus de-
scribes the young prince, with whom he had several
conversations upon the subjects of some of his books,
particularly on that de Rerum Varietate.  The child
was so wonderful in this respect,” says Cardan, ¢ that
at the age of fifteen he had learned, as I was told, seven

medal, though this book was wrote three years after his come
ing to the crown.” The dedication, “ A son tres cher et bien
ayme oncle Edouard, duc de SBomerset,” is incomplete.]

8 [« Which forbid idolatry, or worshipping of false gods.”
Inscribed to his dear uncle, Ed. D. of Somerset.]

o P. 253

t Anccdotes, &c. ubi sup.
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translated by the young monarch from English into
Latin, and devised to abolish certain superstitious ce-
remonies used at the installation of knights of the
garter. A diary or journal of passing events, which
displays a clear proof of his sense, knowledge, and
goodness, is printed in the same work; and the ori-
ginal is preserved among the Cotton manuscripts®. So
is the following paper, in the king’s hand-writings$,
which was delivered by this juvenile politician to his
privy council, on Monday, Jan. 19, 1551.

¢ Ceirtein Pointes of waighty Matters to be imme-
diately concluded on by my Councill. 18 Januarii
© 1551,

¢ 1. The conclusion for the payment of our dettis
in February next comming. ‘

% 2. The matter for the stiliard to be so considerid
that it may be to our profit, and wealth of our sub-
iectes.

¢ 8. The matter for the duke of Somersete and his
confederates to be considered as aparteineth to our
surety and quietnes of our realme, that by their pu-
nishement and execution, according to the lawes, ex-
ample may be shewed to others. ' '
¢ 4, The resolution for the bishops that be nomi-
natid. ‘

“ 5. Mbny for our ambassadours diettes, to be sent
them forthwith. '

s Nero, C.x. 8. ¢ Vespasian, F.xiii. 171.
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the reformation was yet immature. It was the duty
of his preceptors to impress on his tender years, an
abhorrence of the principles of Rome, and a predilec-
tion to that happy system which now seemed likely to
prevail. His early diligence, his inclination to letters,
and his seriousness of disposition, seconded their active
endeavours to cultivate and to bias his mind in favour
of the new theology, which was now become the
fashionable knowledge. The reformation was the
great political topic of Edward’s court.”® Hence it
is remarked by Mr. Warton’s ablest commentator, that
¢ the poetical annals of this reign are almost entirely
filled with metrical translations from various parts of
the holy scriptures.”? King Edward himself, indeed,
is ranked by Warton among the religious poets of his
own reign, on account of the following metrical in-
structions respecting the eucharist, which were
s given to sir Anthony Seynt Leger, knight of his
privy chamber, being of a corrupt judgment,” and
printed by Foxe in his Martyrology.

« Upon this Saying of an ancient Doctor of the Catholike
Church :—¢ Dicimus Eucharistiam Panem vocari in
Scripturis, Panis in quo Grati® acte sunt,” &c.

In Eucharist then there is bread,
Whereto I do consent:

Then with bread are our bodies fed ;
And further what is meant ?

s Hist. of E. P. vol.iii. p.195.
¢ Fllis’s Specimens of E.P. vol.ii. p.1185.
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St. Austen saith, the word doth come
Unto the element;

And there is made, he saith, in summe,
A perfect sacrament.

The element doth then remaine ;
Or else must needes ensue—

St. Austens words be nothing plaine,
Nor cannot be found true.

For if the word, as he doth say,
Come to the element;

Then is not the element away,
But bides there verament.

Yet whoso eateth that lively foode,

And hath a perfect faith,
Receiveth Christes flesh and blood ;
" For Christ himselfe so saith.

Not with our teeth his flesh to teare,
Nor take blood for our drinke ;-~
Too great an absurdity it were
So grosly for to thinke.

For we must eat him spiritually,
If we be spirituall :

And whoso eates him carnally,
Thereby shall have a fall.

For he is now a spirituall meate,
And spiritually we must

That spirituall meat spiritually eat,
And leave our carnall lust.
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Thus by the Spirit, I spiritually -
Beleeve, —say what men list ;

None other transubstantiation I
Beleeve of the Eucharist:

But that there is both bread and wine
Which we see with our eye;

Yet Christ is there by power divine,
To those that spiritually

Do eate that bread and drink that cup,
Esteeming it but light

As Judas did, which eate that sop
Not judging it aright.

For I was taught, not long agone,
I should leane to the Spirit,

And let the carnall flesh alone,
For [that] it doth not profit.

God save him that teaching me taught,
For I thereby did winne

To put from me that carnall thought
That I before was in.

For I beleeve Christ corporally
In heaven doth keep his place;
And yet Christ sacramentally
Is here with us by grace.

So that in his high mystery
We must eate spirituall meat,
To keep his death in memorie,
Lest we should it forget.

VOL. I. F
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chamber, who had been brought up with him; and
they evince no less sweetness of temper than excel-
lence of understanding.®

The following short epistles, addressed at an earliér
period to his step-mother, and sister, convey pleasing
denotations of an amiable mind: the originals are
preserved in Harl. MS. 6886.

“A la tres noble et tres excellente Roine.

¢« Je vous mercie, tres noble et tres excellente
Roine, de voz lettres lesquelles vous m’envoiastes
dernierement non seulement pour la beaute de voz
lettres, mais aussy pour Vinvention des mesmes let-
tres. Car quand je vous* vostre belle escriture et
Pexcellence de vostre engin grandement precedant
mon invention je nausois, vous escrire. Mais quand
je pensois que votre nature estoit si bonne, que toute
chose procedant d’un bon esprit et vouloir s[oit] ac-
ceptable, je vous ay escrit ceste lettre cy.

“ De ma maison de Hampton-court.

% Epwarp.”

¢ Charissimee mese Sorori Mariee.

“ Una heec epistola ad duas res valet, charissima
soror, tim ad agendas tibi pro strena tua gratias, tim
ad explendum studium meum scribendi ad te. Strena
tua talis est, ut mihi nécessé sit eam plurimi facere
ob dignitatem rei, et multdm probare ob donantis
amorem.

3 These letters were reprinted at Strawberry Hill, in 1773,
+ Voiois, MS.

F 2
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Whose vertuous giftes immixed with the minde,

As godly feare, with constant zeale to truth,

Such skill of tounges, and artes of every kinde,

Such manhode, prudens, justice joynd with ruth,

As age seeld hath, though here they greed with youth,
Are from their wemles undefiled hoast

Goen hence to heaven with their godlygoast,

Of which two partes, belinkt in lace of life,

It pleased the Lord to lend us late a king:

But out, alas! our sins they wer so rife,

And we, so unworthy of so good a thing,

That Atropos did knap in two the string,

Before her sisters sixtene whurles had spun,

Or we the gayne of seven yeres rayne through wun.

Another printed epitaph on this prince is recorded
by Herbert, which: begins —

Adewe, pleasure !
Gone is our treasure,
Morning’ maie be our mirth :
For Edward our king,
That rose did spring,
Is vaded and lyeth in earth.?]

7 i.e. Mourning. s Typog. Antiquities, vol.ii. p. 1108,
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easily have been ¢ cast into sickness,” had she
been employed on the legends of St. Teresa,
or St. Catharine of Sienna.

Strype has preserved three prayers or medi-
tations of hers; the first, '

¢ Against the Assaults of Vice;”
at the end of which she wrote these words:
¢ Good Francis, (meaning probably her chap-
lain Dr. Francis Mallet), pray that I may have
grace to obtain the petitions contained in this
prayer before written : your assured loving mis-
tress, during my life, MARrIE.” The second,

« A Meditation touching Adversity,”
made by her in the year 1549: at the end are
these words, ¢ Good cousin Capel, I pray you,
as often as you be disposed to read this former
writing, to remember me, and to pray for me,
your loving friend, MaArIE.”” Who this cousin
Capel was, does not appear, but probably sir

for your writing in Lattine,” says the queen, * I am glad that ye
shall chaungefromeme to maister Federston, for that shall dooyou
moche good, to leme by hym to write right. But yet some tymes
I wold be glad when ye doo write to maister Federston of your
owne enditing, when he hathe rede it, that I may se it. For it
shalbe a grete comfort to me to see you kepe your Latten and fayer
writing and all. And soo I pray you to recommaunde me to mylady
of Salisbury. Your loving mother, Katherina the qwene.”]

F 4
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the fault on her. The mortified queen, in a
most abject manner and wretched style, sub-
mitting entirely to his will, professes to be
more bounden to him than any other wife to
a husband, notwithstanding his ill usage of
her : — « Dont,” says she, * jiy commencée
‘desja d’en taster trop 2 mon grand regret ;"
and mentions some fryars whom he had sent
to make her conformable, but who proposed
to her ¢ questions si obscures, que mon
simple entendement ne les pourroit com-
prehendre.””?

In Fox’s Acts and Monuments are printed —

¢ Eight of her Letters to King Edward and
the Lords of the Council ;”* on her non-con-
formity, and on the imprisonment of her
chaplain, Dr. Mallet. -

In the Sylloge Epistolarum are several more
of her letters, extremely curious; one of her
delicacy in never having written but to three
men ; one of affection for her sister ; one after
the death of Anne Boleyn; and one very
remarkable of Cromwell to her.

In Haynes’s State-papers are two in Spanish,
to the emperor Charles V.

o Strype, vol.iii, p. 318., and Append. 190,
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[If Camden’s testimony® is to be relied on, the lady
Elizabeth made no scruple to conduct herself as a
catholic, during the reign of her bigotted sister; and
it appears from the following papers in the Cottonian
library °, that Mary did not hesitate to proceed much
farther in her dissimulation, for the purpose of ingra~
tiating herself in the favour of Henry the eighth.

¢ To the kings most gratious highnes my father.
¢ Most humbly prostrate before the feete of your
most excellent majestie, your most humble faithfull
and obedientsubject, which hath soe extremelyoffended
your most gratious highnes that myne heavye and fear-
full heart dare not presume to call you father; ne your
majestie hath any cause by my deserts, saving the
benignitie of your blessed niture doth surmount all
evills, offences and trespaces, and is ever mercifull and
ready to accept the penitent calling for grace in any
convenient time.
¢« Having receyved this Thursday at nyght certayne
letters from Mr. Secretarye’, aswell advising me to
make mine humble submission immediatly to your
selfe, which- because I durst not without your gratious
licence presume to doe before I lately sent unto him,
as signifieng that your most mercifall heart and fa-
therly pittie had graunted me your blessing, with con-

s Pref. to his Anmils. ¢ Titns, €. vii. fol. 176.
7 Cromwell.
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and will in all things from hensforth direct my con- -
science: soe my bodie I doe wholly committ to your
mercye and fatherly pittie, desiring noe state, noe
condicion, nor manner [nor] degree of living, but such
as your grace shall apoynte unto me, knowledging and
confessing that my state cannot be soe vile as eyther
th’ extreamitie of justice would appoynt unto me, or -
as myne offences have required and deserved. And
whatsoever your grace shall co'mand me to doe touch-
ing anie of these poynts, either for things passed, pre-
sent, or to come, I shall as gladly doe the same as
your majestie can commande me.

- ¢ Most humbly therefore beseching your mercy,
most gratious soveraigne lord and benigne father, to
have pittie and compassion of your miserable and
sorrowfull child, and with the aboundance of your in-
estimable goodnes, soe to overcome myne iniquitie to-
wards God, your grace, and your wholle realme, as I
may feale some sensible token of reconsiliation, which
God is my judg, I only desire without other respect.
To whome I shall dayly pray for the preservacion of
your highnes, with the queenes grace, and that it may
please him to send you yssue.

¢ From Hownsdon, this Thursdaye at xi of the
clocke at night, [1536].°
¢ Your graces most humble and obedient
¢ Daughter and handmayde,
' “ MARYE.”

9 A copy of this letter was inserted in Burnet’s Collection of
Records, with the above date; but the “ Confession” does not
appear: it was printed, however, by Hearne in Sylloge Epis-
tolarum.
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cilitated the progress of the reformation in the next
Yet to do justice to queen Mary, observes Blackstone,

The vertue of her looks
Excells the precious ston,

Yee neede none other books
To reade, or looke upon.

In each of her twoe eyes
Ther smiles a naked boye,
It woulde you all suffice
Too see those lampes of joye.

If s all the worlde were sought full farre,
Who coulde finde such a wyght ?

Her beutye twinkleth like a starre,
Within the frostye night.

Her couler comes and goes
With such a goodly grace,

More ruddye then the rose,
Within her lively face.

Amongs her youthfull yeares,
Shee tryumphes over age,

And yeat shee still appeares,
Boath wyttye, grave, and sage.

I thinke nature hath lost her moulde
Wher shee her forme dyd take,

Or ells I doubt that nature coulde
8o faire a creature make.

Shee maye bee well comparde
Unto the phenix kinde,

‘Whose like hath not byn harde
That anye nowe can finde.

s Of. MS
VOL. I. G
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This is the list of her writings :

¢ A Comment on Plato.”

¢ Two of the Orations of Isocrates, trans-
lated into Latin.”

« A Play of Euripides, likewise translated
into Latin.”

that kind there are few better than the following, which queen
Elizabeth made on Mr.Noel :
« The word of denial and letter of fifty,
Is that gentleman’s name that will never be thrifty.”
Collins, in Gainsborough.
The same author, in his account of the house of Stanhope,
mentions this distich, in which her majesty gave the characters of
four knights of Nottinghamshire:
Gervase the gentle, Stanhope the stdut,
Markham the lion, and Sutton the lout.
Vide Chesterfield.
Fuller records an English hexameter, composed by this
queen, in imitation of Sir Philip Sidney. Coming into a gram~
mar-echool,shethmexprenedheropinianofthmcludc
authors:
Persius, a crab-staffe; bawdy Martial ; Ond,aﬁnevng
Worthies in Warw. p.126.
The same author relates, that Sir Walter Raleigh having
written on a window, obvious to the queen’s eye,
Fain would I climb, yet fear I to fall :
She immediately wrote under it,

If thy heart fail thee, climb not at all.
Worthies in Devon, p. 361
G 3 '
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No. II. of Miscellaneous Correspondence.? A
specimen of her hand-writing was engraved
with it : she sometimes took the pains to wute
exceedingly fair.

«« Her Speech to her last Parliament.”?

¢ A Prayer composed by her.”*

¢ Another for the Use of her Fleet in the.
great Expedition in 1596.”*

In the king’s library is a volume of prayers
in French, Italian, and Spanish, written with
her own hand. Hentznerus mentions such an
one only in French, written on vellum, and
dedicated to her father, in these words:

“ A tres haut & tres- puissant & redoubté
Prince Henry VIIL. de ce nom, Roy d’Angle-
terre, de France & d’Irelande, Defenseur de la
Foy.”¢ -

¢ [Containing Essays, Dissertations, &c. on various subjects,
sent to the suthor of the Gent. Mag. Oct. Lond.1745. The
manuscript copy was said to consist of eighty pages in quarto
in the first of which the title ran thus: A short Treatise,
Dialogue about the Difference between the Lyffe of the Prynce
and privat Person, don out of Xenophon in Greek into Eng
m."]

s In Lord Somers’s Coll. of Tracts, published by Cogan, vol.iv.
p.130.

4+ In Ant. Bacon’s Papers, vol.fi. p.18. (And in Harl. MSS)

5 Ibid.

¢ Engl, edit. p.30.

G 4
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is only a various edition of the Meditations of
the Queen of Navarre.

¢« A Century of Sentences, dedicated to her
father.”® : :

In the Sylloge Epistolarum are several of
her Latin letters, one in Italian, and one in
English to the queen dowager, sending her a
prose translation from a French poem, which
she calls '

¢¢ The Mirrour, or the Glass of the sinfull
Soul.” 2 .

This letter is followed by her preface to
the same book, and that by a prayer composed
" by her.? ‘

¢ A curious letter to lord Burleigh,”
in Strype’s Annals.* '

Elyzabeth, Doughter to our late Soverayne Kynge Henri the
VIIL” Beneath a wood-cut of the princess offering her book
to our Saviour, is added,  Inclita filia, serenissimi olim An-
glorum regis Henrici octavi Elisabeta, tam Greece quam Latine
feeliciter in Christo erudita.” Colophon: “ Imprented in the
yeare of our Lorde 1548, in Apryll.”]

" 9 [See Bishop Montague’s Preface to the Works of King
James.]

8 [Mr. Ballard points out this translation as dedicated to
queen Catharine Parr, in an epistle dated from Asherige, Dec. 31
1544, when Elizabeth was eleven years of age: but he knew
not whether the performance was ever printed. Herbert does
not record it.] . ,

s P.1e61.

4 Vol. iii. p. 166.
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¢« Ad Grscas, bone rex, fient mandata Calendas.”3

An instance of the same spirit, and a proof
that her compositions, even in the learned
tongues, were her own, is that rapid piece of
eloquence with which she interrupted an inso-
lent embassador from Poland. ¢ Having ended
* her oration, she, lion-like* rising,”’ saith Speed,
¢« daunted the malapert orator no less with her
stately port and majestic departure, than with
the tartness of her princely checks; and turn-
ing to the train of her attendants, said, God’s
death! my lords, I have been forced this day to
scour up my old Latin, that hath long lain rust-
ing.”’® Another time being asked if she prefer-
red the learning of Buchanan, or of Walter
Haddon? she replied, ¢ Buchananum omnibus
antepono, Haddonum nemini postpono.”*

It is known that scarce a church in London
but had an epitaph on this illustrious woman, of

3 [Imitated by the same —

“ Believe me, prince, I'll do thy high behest,

When in one week two Sundays stand confest.”

Hist. of G. B, vol.i. p.104.]
¢ This draught has been lately worked up into a noble
picture :
“ A lion-port, an awe-commanding face,
Attemper’d sweet to virgin grace.” Gray’s Odes.

s Vide Speed and Ballard.
6 G.8. Worthies of England, p.77.
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which many are still extant’; but Camden*
has preserved one, which he calls doleful, but

with which, as a most perfect example of the
bathos, I shall conclude this article :

The queen was brought by water to Whitehall ;

At every stroake the oars did tears let fall :

More clung about the barge; fish under water

Wept out their eyes of pearl, and swome blind after.
I think the barge-men might with easier thighs
Have row’d her thither in her people’s eyes:

For how so-ere, thus much my thoughts have scan’d,
Sh’ad come by water, had she come by land.®

7 (Four of these lapidary lauds are inserted in Webb’s Col-
lection of Epitaphs, vol. ii., with a short one, translated from the
Spanish by James Howell, which forms a singular contrast:

« Here lies Jezabel,
Here lies the new Athalia;
The harpy of the western world,
The cruel firebrand of the sea.
Here lies a wit the most worthy of fame
which the earth had,
If to arrive in heaven she had not miss’d her way.”)

" Remains, p. 388.

9 (Mr. Andrews thinks these lines are not without true affec.
tion, although they will probably cause more smiles than tears.
Hist. of G. B. vol. i. p.201.]
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[Lord Orford has not cited, nor perhaps was aware
of, the publication whence his instance of the bathos
was first derived. But its title, as inserted below 2,
will give no higher promise of its heterogeneous con-
tents, which form a medley of quips, and cranks,
and jocular conceits. The following extracts precede
and follow the verses cited by Lord Orford.

¢¢ JPON THE QUEENES LAST REMOVE, BEING DEAD.

¢« The queene’s remov’de, in solemne sort,
Yet this was strange, and seldome seene;
The queene usde to remove the court,
But now the court remov'de the queene.”

¢ yPON HER LYING DEAD AT WHITE HALL.

¢« The queene lyes now at White Hall dead,
And now at White Hall living ;

To make this rough objection even, —
Dead at White Hall at Westminster,

But living at White Hall in Heaven.”

Ascham, in his Schoolemaster, 1570, has thus cele-
brated the literary attainments of this maiden mo-

8 ¢ The wonderfull Yeare, 1603; wherein is shewed the Pic-
ture of London, lying sicke of the Plague. At the Ende of all,
like a mery Epilogue to a dull Play, certaine Tales are cut out
in sundry Fashions, of purpose to shorten the Lives of long
Winters Nights, that lye watching in the darke for us. Et me
rigidi legant Catones.” 4to.
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with patience all the miseries of this life, to despise
the vain happiness of this world, and assiduously
provide for eternal felicity. Collected out of certain
pious writers by the most noble and religious Catha~
rine queen of England.” Dedicated by the princess
Elizabeth to Henry the eighth, and dated at Hatfield,
80 Dec. 1545.

Bizari, speaking of queen Elizabeth, says, she is a
perfect mistress of our Italian tongue, in the learning
of which signior Castiglioni was her principal master.5
Scaliger tells us, that she spoke five languages,
and knew more than all the great men then living.
Savile, in the dedication of his Tacitus®, panegyrizes
her talents in a more exaggerated strain. ¢ The prin-
cipall cause,” says he, ¢ of undertaking my translation,
was to incite your majestie by this as by a foile, to
communicate to the world, if not those admirable
compositions of your owne, yet at the least those most
rare and excellent translations of histories, if I may
call them translations, which have so infinitely exceeded
the originals7, making evident demonstration to all

s Hist. of the Wars of lungary, 1568, cited by Ballard.

6 Third edit. 1604.

7 Vandernoodt, a Flemish nobleman, and a writer of English
sonnets in blank verse, says in a dedication to qucen Elizabeth,
“ Your grace is so instructed by Apollo and his nine sisters in
the divine arte of poetrie, that you may worthily be called the
seconde Sappho.”* Edmund Bolton, an early English critic,
whose judgment Warton qver-rates, declares that quecn Eliza-

* Theatre for Worldings, 1569,
voL' l. . H
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Cambridge9; of a long chorus from the Hercules
(Etceus of Seneca, among Hatton’s manuscripts in
the Bodleian library 2; with one of Cicero’s epistles,
and another of Seneca’s in the Harrington manu-
scripts.3 ¢ The pedantry of the present age,” says
Warton, ¢ was the politeness of the last.” Of such
pedantry he adduces a curious instance in the occu-
pations of queen Elizabeth, whose marvellous progress
in the Greek nouns is recorded with rapture by her
preceptor Roger Ascham; and he might have noticed
similar examples in other distinguished characters
of that period. But, as Mr.Ellis ingeniously adds,
¢ these efforts of patience and industry in the great,
were perhaps necessary to encourage and preserve
the general emulation of the learned. In a short
time, all the treasures of Greek, Latin, and Italian
literature were laid open to the public, through the
medium of translation.” ¢ The exercitations of Eliza~
beth, however, were not altogether confined to the
heathen learning of Greece or Rome. In Sorocold’s
Supplications of Saints, of which a twenty-seventh
edition appeared in 1642, the following precatory
forms are said to have been made by queen Eliza-
beth :

A Prayer of Thanksgiving, for the Overthrow of
the Spanish Navy, sent to invade England, an. 1588.”

9 Monthly Mag. July 1803, p. 537.

s Hist. of Eng. Poetry, vol. iii. p.394. Vide transcr. infra,
s Vid. Nugee Antiquee, vol.i. pp. 109. 140.

4+ Specimens of early English Poetry, vol. fi. p. }31.

ne
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" Fylthy they are in their practy'se,
Of them not one is godly wyse.
From heaven the Lorde on man ded loke,
The 2 knowe what wayes he undertoke:
All they were vayne, and went a straye,
Not one he founde in the ryght waye;

In harte and tongue have they deceyte,
Their lyppes throwe fourth a poysened beyte ;
Their myndes are mad, their mouthes are wode,
And swyft they be in shedynge blode:
So blynde they are, no truth they knowe,
No feare of God in them wyll growe.

* How can that cruell sort be good ?
Of Gods dere folcke whych sucke the blood !
On hym ryghtly shall they not call:
Dyspayre wyll so their hartes appall.
At all tymes God is with the iust,

" Bycause they put in hym their trust,
Who shall therefor from Syon geve
That helthe whych hangeth in our beleve ?
Whan God shall take from hys the smart,
Than wyll Jacob reioyce in hart.

Prayse to God.”

It is not improbable that this version may be one of

the “ two little anthemes, or things in meeter of hir
majestie ;” licensed to her printer, Chr. Barker, Nov.
15, 1578.°

Since the above curiosity was obtained from the

choice library of Mr. Malone, I have had an oppor-
tanity of acquiring a still greater rarity from the Bod-

2 Forsan To? 3 Vid. Biblogr. Poet. p. 365.
H3
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And root full great doe glory give thy name:
3 Amid the viewe of all these sundrie sorte
One faultles fayth her roome even franke may claime.
3 The golden ledge full wrathfull spites beset,
4 And where the gates theire postes draw forth by breadth,
5 More easie way to guiles and passed safe:
Speed then the clerkes of warned harmes with good,
And let the hidden blade noe wrong thee worke:
For when most shewe by gazers eyen is spide,
And presence great thy honour most advance,
This gift retaine as fellowe to thy roome,
Disdaine may frowne, but Envy thrust thee through.
6 No ofter doeth the east the nights carre release
And makes the shady darke with light abashe,
7 Then kinges be made in instant short and mar'd,
So isie is this joy, and hoopless woe.
8 The love of kingdoms rule observed with care,
But for himself a king but fewe regard.
9 The courtes luster a state guest made for mee,
Delighted with the shine, noe woe forthought.

Centum pariter limina pulset;

2 Cum tot populis stipatus eas
In tot populis vix una fides.

3 Tenet auratum limen Erinnys,

4 Et cum magnee patucre fores,

5 Intrant fraudes, cautique doli,
Ferrumque latens : cumque in populos
Prodire parant, comes invidia cst.

¢ Noctem quoties summovet Eos,

7 Regem toties credite nasci.

¢ Pauci reges, non regna, colunt ;

9 Plures fulgor convocat aulx.

H 4 o
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4 This man doeth homage owe unto kingly force,
And harbrowe Rome adores where last he hauntes;
$ Not meaning that his ploughshare should advance,
Like crooked hinde, his masters gaine with clottes
By murdering oft the ground, noe ease of toyle,
Though thousand leas his husbandmen turne up :
¢ Well pleased rests his hearth with goods, even such
7 As pleasure may by gift another neede.
8 A badder part the princes court regard,
With foyled foote, that stumble gives at all,,
And each to lose, with no avayle to one.
9 That might may equall harme, they power atchieve.
2 Whose livings thred drawne out, is of such lenght,
Whom hap ne takes ere Nature calls away ?
3 The horned newed moone them blessed call
Whose wayne them misers judg when dey doeth fall.
4 A man full rarely happye is and olde.
5 Moe surer sleepes thee downie turfes procure :

+ Colit hic regem, regumque lares,
% Non, ut presso vomere semper
Nunquam cesset curvus arator,
Vel mille secent arva coloni;
6 Solas optat, quas donet, opes.
7 i.e. As may give pleasure by supplying another’s
: need.
# Colit hic reges, calcet ut omnes,
Perdatque aliquos, nullumque levet :
9 Tantum ut noceat, cupit esse potens,
¢ Quota pars moritur tempore fati ?
3 Quos felices Cynthia vidit,
Vidit miseros abitura dies.
4 Rarum est felix idemque senex.
5 Cespes, Tyrio mollior ostro,
Solet impavidos ducerc somnos.
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8 Her cares free from the pluck of gemmy weight,
No stone of Eeas waves her cumber makes:
6 Soft wool ingrainde with Sidon's purple faire
Drinkes not the red for use that her befalles:
7 Noe Meon needle filleth she with skeanes
By parted hewes that give the shade with art ;
The silky land that lies to sunny east
Neades not the frute from easterne tree to pluck:
8 Everie hearbe the coulors die may mix
That distaff fills with yearne that skille ne sponne.
9 Shee nurses not the doubtes of wedlock bed,
Of lewde suspect, of wearie workes shee shunnes.
2 The wrathfull lampe Erinnys lighteth up,
The feastfull day adornes by pestring rowt.
" |3 The pore man deemeth not his happie state,
Till wealthy ruined folk by fall it showe.
4 Whoso therefore the middle way eschewes,
The wry and crooked walkes most sure to tread.

5 Nec gemmiferas detrahit aures
Lapis Eod lectus in undd;

8 Nec Sidonio mollis aheno
Repetita bibit lana rubores ;

7 Nec Mceonia distinguit acu,
Que Pheebeis subditis Evris
Legit Eois Ser arboribus:

8 Queelibet herbe tinxere colos,
Quas indoctse nevere manus :

¢ Sed non dubios fovet illa toros.

¢ Sequitur dird lampade Erinnys
Quorum populi coluere diem.

3 Nec sibi felix pauper habetur,
Nisi felices cecidisse videt.

4 Quisquis medium defugit iter,
Stabili nunquam tramite currcct.
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% The lee of shore my silly boate shall loath,
Let noe full winde to depth my barke bequeath.

¢ From safest creekes doeth Fortune glide, and shunne
With search in middest sea for tallest shippe,
And takes it dearest pray the near to clowde.

On the whole, as Mr. Heber has intimated, this
royal translation is certainly a curious piece of pedan-
try ; albeit, if we could raise maister Puttenham and
the other court critics of Elizabeth’s age, from their
tombs, they would be driven to a nonplus to defend
this Euphuistic labour of their virgin queen from the
charge of vying with the fustian of ancient Pistol.

Not less vain, it has been said, of her person than
her accomplishments, encomiastic harangues drawn
from the topics of youth or beauty, were offered and
received with an equal impropriety.” Hence did
John Rainolds, the grave president of C. C. C. Oxon,
close a manuscript dedication full of learned flattery,
with this distich;

Princeps Elisabet, lux, decus, Anglie,
Zternum vigeat, floreat, imperet :

while other panegyrical pens assigned to her all the
attributes of Juno, Minerva, and Venus.®

% Stringat tenuis littora puppis;
Nec magna meos aura phaselos
Jubeat medium scindere pontum,

6 Transit tutos Fortuna sinus,
Medioque rates queerit in alto,
Quarum feriunt suppara nubes.

7 Hisy of E.P. vol. iii. p. 493.
8 Reg. MSS. 15 A.iii. and 12 A. xlvii.
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Study of Antiquities and History, to be called the
Library of Queen Elizabeth.” The following testi-
mony to this queen’s abilities as a statist, was given
by her treasurer lord Burleigh:—¢ No one of her
counsellors could tell her what she knew not; and
when her council had said all they could, she could
find out a wise counsel beyond theirs: and there
never was anie great consultation about the country,
at which she was not present, to her great profit and
prayse.”* Lord Bolingbroke’s able delineation of her
political character may conclude these brief notices.
% Our Elizabeth was queen in a limited monarchy,
and reigned over a people at all times more easily led
than driven; and at that time capable of being at-
tached to their prince and their country by a more
generous principle than any of those which prevail in
our days—by affection. There was a strong preroga-~
tive then in being, and the crown was in possession of
greater legal power. Popularity was however then, as
it is now, and as it must be always in mixed govern-
ment, the sole true foundation of that sufficient au-
thority and influence which other constitutions give
the prince gratis, and independently of the people, but
which a king of this nation must acquire. The wise
queen saw it, and she saw too, how much popularity
depends on those appearances that depend on the de-
corum, the decency, the grace, and the propriety of
behaviour of which we are speaking. A warm con-
cern for the interest and honour of the nation, a ten-

4+ Female Biography, vol. iv. p. 294
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JAMES THE FIRST.

Ir there arc doubts on the genuineness of
the works of those two champions of the
church, Henry the eighth and Charles the
first ; if some critics have discovered that the
latter royal author stole a prayer from the
Arcadia®; and if the very existence of king

8 [This discovery was first announced in Milton’s Iconoclastes.
But Dr.Gill affirms, that his patient, Henry Hill, the printer,
said this prayer was put in by a contrivance of Milton, who
catching his friend, Mr. Du Gard, printing an cdition of Icon
Basilike, got his pardon by Bradshaw’s interest, on condition he
would insert Pamela’s prayer from the Arcadia, to bring discredit
on the book, and the author of it. I wonder, says Toland, at
the casiness of Dr. Gill, to believe so groes a fable; when it does
not appear that Du Gard, who was printer to the parliament,
ever printed this book, and that the prayer is in the second
edition, published by R.Royston. And if the king's friends
thought it not his own, what made them print it in the first
impression of his works in folio, by Royston, in 1662; when
Milton could not tamper with the press? Or why did they let
it pass in the last impression in folio by Chiswell, in the yenr
1686, when all the world knew it was long before exposed in
Iconoclastes? Henry Hill turned papist in king James’s time,
to become his printer, as he was Oliver’s before. Amyntor,
pp-153-5. Notwithstanding this cogent reasoning, Dr. Francis
Bernard confirmed Dr. Gill’s testimony, declaring that he re-
membered very well, Mr. Henry Hill, the printer, told him he
had heard Bradshaw and Milton laugh at their inserting a prayer
out of sir Philip Siduney’s Arcadia, at the end of king Charless

VOL. I. 1
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polite treatise, intituled, ¢ A Counterblast to
Tobacco.”* Quotations, puns, scripture, wit-
ticisms, superstition, oaths, vanity, prerogative,
and pedantry, the ingredients of all his sacred
majesty’s performances, were the pure produce
of his own capacity, and deserving all the in-
cense offered to such immense erudition, by
the divines of his age, and the flatterers of his
court. One remark I cannot avoid making ;
the king’s speech is always supposed by par-
liament to be the speech of the minister : how

“ not in any wise to serve for a shew of learning and ingine,
but onely to resolve: the doubting harts of many, that such w-
saultes of Sathan are most certsinly practized, and that the ine
struments thereof merit most severly to be punished: against
the damnable opinions of two principally ;. whereof the one called
Seol, an Englishman, is not ashamed in publike print to deny that
there can be such & thing as witchcraft; and the other called
Wierus, & German physition, sets out'a publick spologie for all
these craftesdolkes.” Pref. to the reader. A vindication of
Scot aitd Wierus against the imputation of king James, was pub-
lished by Webster, in his - Displaying of supposed Witchcrnft.”
But as the ready way, observes Dr. Johnson, to gain king James’s
favour, was to flatter his speculations, the system of demonologie
was immediately adopted by all who desired either to gain pre-
ferment or not to lose it. Introdaction to the tragedy of Mac«
beth.) '

s (By the Dssmonologia, and Counterblast, says Granger, James
the first lost as much reputation as he had gained by his Basilicon
Doron. Biog. Hist. vol.ii. p.1.] .

12
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« His Majesty’s Poeticall Exercises’ at
vacant Houres. Edinb.” ®

In the preface he condescends to make an
excuse for thdir incorrectness, as having been
written in his youth, and from his having no
time to revise them afterwards; so that, ‘“when
his ingyne and age could, his affaires and fash-
erie would not permit him to correct them, —
scarslie but'at stollen moments he having the
leisure to blenk upon any paper. However, he
bribes the readers’ approbation, by promising
if these are well received, to present them with
his Apocalyps and Psalms. This little tract
contains, * The Furies®, and the Lepanto”

7 |[Edmund Bolton, in his Hypercritica, sect. iii. says, % he
dare not presume to speak of his majesty’s exercises in this
heroick kind; because he saw them all left out of that volume
which Montague, lord bishop of Winchester, hath given us of
his royal writings.” This was the fact: whence it may be in-
ferred, that the poetry of king James was omitted by royal
command.) ' o

8 [A thin small-sized quarto, handsomely printed at Edin-
burgh, in 1591, by Rob. Waldegrave, printer to the king’s
majesty.]

9 (Translated from the French of Du Bartas; and particu-
larly referred to in Sylvester’s subsequent version of the same
poem.]

3 [A poem of the king’s own enditing, which Du Bartas
turned into French. His translation was printed at Edinburgh,
1591, 4to.]

13
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alterations and amendments in every line. It
is followed by a fair copy, in the handwriting
of lord Stirling ; in so worthy an office did his
majesty employ his secretary of state !

Many of his letters are extant ; several in
the Cabala ; others among the Harleian MSS.
in the British Museum®; others in Howard’s
collection’; and one among the Burleigh
papers, published by Murdin,

Two other pieces I find ascribed to him, but
I doubt if they are genuine ; they are called,

¢« The Prince’s Cabala, or Mysteries of
State ;”

written by king James I. printed in 1715.
¢ The Duty of a King in his Royal Office.””®

¢ [One of these, exposing the preposterous passion of this

monarch for dogs and horses, is printed in Nuge Antique,
vol.i. p. 394.]

7 P. 241, 523.

8 Somers’ Tracts, 2d Coll. p. 188. I am obliged for the
notice of some of these pieces to Mr. Harris’s judicious Life of
this monarch, which I had not scen when this work was writ-
ten, as the life of Charles I. by the same author, has been pube
lished since the first edition of this Catalogue went to the press.
Whoever desires to see a compendious account of the enormities
of those reigns, will find them exactly detailed in Mr. Harris’s
accurate compilations. [Mr. G. Herbert, being pralector of
the rhetorical school at Cambridge, 1618, passed by those fluent -
orators that dominecred in the pulpits of Athens and Rome ; and
insisted to read an oration of king Jumes, which he analysed ;

14 L






JAMES THE FIRST. 121

¢ Sonnet of the Authour to the Reader,” prefixed.

¢¢ Another, decifring the perfyte Poete.”

¢ The cir1. Psalme, translated out of Tremellius.”

¢ Ane schort Poeme of Tyme.” ,

¢ A Table of some obscure Wordis with their Sig-
nifications, after the Ordour of the Alphabet.”

¢ Sonnet of the Authour.”

The only portion of this miscellaneous volume
which can interest a modern critic, or recompense a
poetical amateur for the trouble of perusal, is the
treatise containing rules and cautions to be observed in
prosecuting an art which the royal author essayed to
teach, during his own apprenticeship to the Muses.
The performance is “ curious though stupid,” says
Pinkerton, by whom the heads of the several chapters
are enumerated in his list of Scottish poets, p. cxix.

This regal lawgiver of Parnassus professes to have
composed his work ¢ for twa caussis. The ane is;
as for them that wrait of auld, lyke as the tyme is
changeit sensyne, so is the ordour of poesie changeit.
The uther cause is; that as for thame that hes written
in it of late, there hes never ane of thame written in
our [Scottish] language. For albeit sindrie hes
written of it in English, quhilk is lykest to our lan-
guage, zit we differ from thame in sindrie reulis of
poesie, as ze will find be experience.”

Who were the sundry English writers that had
framed rules for poetic composition, anterior to king
James, the researches of the present editor have not
enabled him to ascertain. Gascoigne, indeed, had
printed ¢ Certayne Notes of Instruction concerning
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As a specimen of king James's proficiency in an art
which he instructed others to cultivate, the following
sonnet, directed to the “ docile bairns of knawledge,”
may to some readers be acceptable.

Sen for zour saik I wryte upon zour airt,
Apollo, Pan, and se, 6 Muses nine,

And thou 6 Mercure, for to help thy pairt
I do implore ; sen thou be thy ingyne

Nixt efter Pan had found the quhissill, syne
Thou did perfyte, that quhilk he bot espyit:
And efter that made Argus for to tyne
(Quha kepit Io) al his windois by it.
Concurre, ze gods, it can not be denyit;
Senin your Airt of Poesie I wryte.

Auld birds to learne by teiching it is tryit,
Sic docens discam, gif ze help to dyte.

Then, reidar, sic of nature thou have pairt,
Syne laikis thou nocht, bot heir to reid the airt.

Another quatorzan by this ¢ refractory genius,” as
Mr. Ellis has humorously termed king James, will
prove sufficient exemplars of his style. It concludes
his volume of Prentice-Poetry.

¢ SONNET OF THE AUTHOR.

¢ The facound Greke, Demosthenes by name,
His toung was ones into his youth so slow,

As evin that airt3, which floorish made his fame,
He scarce could name it for a tyme, ze know.

3 Rhetorique.
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instance of lamentation still more unmanly, in Harl.
MS. 59799, In the ¢“ Muses Welcome to King
James,” printed at Edinburgh, in 1618, folio, the
royal visitor greeted his Scotish subjects with a string
of punning rhymes on the names of certain learned
professors, which some of them were sagacious enough
to turn into Latin.? Lord Hardwicke remarks, that
some verses by king James on sir P. Sidney’s death are

9 See Pinkerton’s Hist. of the Scottish Poets, p. exix.
¢ As a sample of the literary taste which prevailed at this
academic visitation, these quibbling verses on the names of the
college disputants, are here subjoined : —
As Adam was the first of men, whence all beginning tak :
So Adam-~son was president, and first man in this act.
The theses Fair-lie did defend, which thogh they lies contain ;
Yet were fair lies, and he the same right fairlie did maintein.
The field first entered master Sands, and there he made me see
That not all sands are darren sands, but that some fertile bee.
Then master Young most subtilie the theses did impugne,
And kythed old in Aristotle, although his name be Young.
To him succeeded master Reid, who thogh reid be his name,
Neids ncither for his disput blush, nor of his speech think
shame.
Last entered master King the lists, and dispute like a king,
How reason reigning as a queene shuld anger underbring.
To their deserved praise have I thus playd upon their names;
And wils their colledge hence be cald the colledge of Kina
Jaugs.
These lines serve to verify the remark of Mr. Bramston in his
Art of Politics :
“ When James the first, at great Britannia’s helm,
Rul’d this word-clipping and word-coining realm ;
No word 1o royal favour mude pretence,
But what agrced in sound and clash’d in sensc.”






JAMES THE FIRST. 127

writers in his favour. Lord Bacon considered it as
excellently written; and Mr. Locke pronounced its
author, ¢ that learned king, who well understood the
notions of things.” Hume says, “ whoever will
read the Basilicon Doron, particularly the two last
books, will confess James to have possessed no mean
‘genius; and Mr. Andrews terms it ¢ a well-written
treatise on the arts of government, clothed in as pure a
style as the age would admit, and not more chargeable
with pedantry, than contemporary bopks of a serious
kind.” :
As the book is sufficiently common, a very short
extract will suffice. It is taken from the third section,
entitled, ¢ Of a King’s Behavior in indifferent things.”
% It is a true olde saying, that a king is as one set
on a stage, whose smallest actions and gestures, all
the people gazinglie doe beholde; and therefore al-
though a king be never so preecise in the discharging
of his office, the people who seeth but the outward
part, will ever judge of the substance by the circum-
stances; and according to the outward appearance, if
his bebaviour be light or dissolute, will conceive pree-
occupied conceits of the king’s inward intention:
which, although with time, the trier of all trueth, it
will evanish by the evidence of the contrarie effects, -
yet énferim patitur justus; and pree-judged conceits
will, in the mean time, breed contempt, the mother
of rebellion and disorder. And besides that, it is
certaine that all the indifferent actions and behaviour
of a man, have a certaine holding and dependence
either upon vertue or vice ; according as they are used
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Majesties Consent and Approbation being first. had
and obtained thereunto.” It was printed at Cam-
bridge in 1608, 4to.

John Ferrour has a poem among the royal manu-
scripts®, entitled, * The Portrait of a Prince,” but
which the author forbore to finish after he had seen the
admirable work of king James addressed to his son.’

Besides the poetical essays and prose pieces men-
tioned by lord Orford, the following productions are
attributed to this monarch:

¢ The true Lawe of free Monarchies, or the reci-
prock and mutuall Dutie betwixt a free King and his
naturall Subjects.” Edinb. without date.

¢ A Declaration of the Kings Majesties Inten-
tioun and Meaning toward the last Actes of Parlia-
ment” Edinb. 1585.

6 18 A. xxiv.
7 Wither says, in his Verses on the Obsequies of Prince
Henry, 1613, addressing king James :
I grieve the lesse,
Thy kingly gift so well prevaild to make him
Fit for a crowne of endlesse happinesse,
And that it was th’ Almightie’s hand did take him,
Who was himself a book for kings to pore on,
And might have bin thy BasiLixon Doron.
The harsh and forced close of this stanza, calls to mind a
similar termination in the opening of Milton’s 11th sonnet :
“ A book was writ of late call’d Tetrachordon, &c.
Numbering good intellects ; now seldom por’d on.”
Strange | that such a specimen of the sonnet should have
been selected by Dr. Johnson; and little less strange, that this
popular specics of composition should not have been particula-
rized as an order of verse, in the Encyclopedia Britannica.
VOL. I. K
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thereafter translated into English by his Majesties
leave.”

¢ Five Speeches: —

¢ First, in parliament, anno 1608. .

¢« Second, in ditto, 1605.

¢ Third, at Whitehall, 1607.

¢ Fourth, at ditto, 1609.

¢ Fifth, in the starre chamber, 1616.”

Mr. Brand has a small volume entitled,  Regales
Aphorismi; a royal Chain of golden Sentences, di-
vine, morall, and politicall, as at severall Times and on
‘several Occasions they were delivered by King James.
Collected by certain reverend and honourable Person-
ages attending on his Majesty.” Lond. 1650. An
advertisement to the reader says, * This book hath a
preheminence above any other which as yet hath ever
been published in king James his name. For though
the other books were dictated by him, and some
passed more immediately under his own hand, yet
these apothegms proceeded immediately from his own
voice.” The book contains 886 sentences.

The portraiture of king James as a monarch and
a man, has been strikingly exhibited by Wilson and
Osborn, by sir Edward Peyton and sir Anthony
Weldon, but with more apparent candour of dis-
crimination in Harrington’s Nugee Antique, and the
Appendix to Fragments of Scotish History. In the
latter work, it is said, ¢ he was werey witty, and had
als maney redey vitty jests, as aney man livinge, at
vich he wold not smyle himselffe, bot deliver them in
a grave and serious maner. He was werey crafty

K 2 ‘
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added from Granger, that the love of peace seems
to have been the ruling passion in James the first. To
this he sacrificed almost every principle of sound
policy. He was eminently learned, especially in divi-
nity ; and was better qualified to fill a professor’s chair
than a throne.® His speculative notions of regal
power were as absolute as those of an eastern mo-
narch; but he wanted that vigour and firmness of
mind which was necessary to reduce them to practice.
His consciousness of his own weakness in the exertion
of his prerogative, drew from him this confession :
¢ that though a king in abstracto, had all power, a
king in concreto, was bound to observe the laws of the
country which he governed.” But if all restraints on
his prerogative had been taken off, and he could have
been in reality that abstracted king which he had
formed in his imagination, he possessed too much
good nature to have been a tyrant.] * )

s His majesty (James 1.) our soveraigne, says Peacham, would
"dispute altogether in points and profound questions of divinity.
Compleat Gent. 16292, p.195.

+ Biog. Hist. vol. i. p.312. Richard Taileboys has an “ El-
legiack Encomium,” in lamentable verse, on James the first,
who “ dyed at his most delightfull and princely house att Theo-
bolds, on the Lords day, about twelve a clocke at noone, being
the xxvij° day of March, A. D. 1625, &c. Reg. MS. 18 A.
xlix.

K 3
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« Five Papers which passed between his
Majesty and Mr. Alex. Henderson at New-
castle, concerning the Alteration of Church-
government ®;*’ the

« Papers on the same Subject exchanged
between the King and the Ministers at New-
port ;” and the

¢ Prayers which he used in his Sufferings,
and delivered immediately before his Death
to Bishop Juxon.”?

I shall not enter into the controversy whe-
ther the Eixwy Bagiaixn was composed by king
Charles or not ; a full account of that dispute
may be found in the General Dictionary.® For

6 [Lord Clarendon declares that the king was so much too
hard for Mr. Henderson .in this argumentation, and the old man
himself was so far convinced and converted, that he had a very
deep sensc of the mischief he had himself been the author of, or
too much contributed to, and lamented it to his nearest friends
and confidents; and died of grief, and heart-broken, within a
very short time after he departed from his majesty. Hist. of
Rebellion, vol. iii. p. 34.]

7 Some letters and instruétions, not much to his honour, were
omitted in this collection, particularly his letters to two popes,
and some of those taken in his cabinet at Nasehy. Harris, p. 98.
117. Surely it was at least as allowable for his friends to sink
what did not tend to his glory, and what were never intended
for publication, as it was for his enemies to print his most private
correspondences with his wife.

8 Vol.iii. p. 359. and vol. x. p. 76.
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amidst his enemies, he had such presence of mind as to
swim with one’hand, and in the other to hold up his
- book, and save it from perishing. But when Charles
was encompassed with far greater dangers, he not only
preseri'ed, but wrote that book, to which amongst all
the writings of princes, I know none equal, but
Ceaesar’s, if his; none superior, but David’s and
Solomon’s.”? -
¢¢ If we consider Charles as a monarch, says Gran-
ger, we must in some instances give him up to cen-
sure; if as an accomplished person, we admire him;
if as a master, a father, and a husband, we esteem
and love him; if as a man who bore his misfortunes
with magnanimity, we pity and respect him. He
would have made a much better figure in private life,
than he did upon a throne.”*

The elegy printed in Thompson’s « Loyal Poems,”
1685, being ascribed to Charles the First in the life of
his son, Lord Orford thinks a strong presumption of
its authenticity.” The following may serve as a spe-
cimen. It is entitled,

9 Sprat’s Sermons, p. 72. Bishop Warburton has ably de-
lineated the character of Charles in his sermon preached on the
30th of January. See Seward’s Anecd. vol.i. p.314.

8 Biog. Hist. vol. ii. p. 93.

9 See article of Lord Arundel of Wardour. It was reprinted
in Burnet’s Memoirs of the two Dukes of Hamilton, p. 381.
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“ Majesty in Misery ; or an Impleration to the King of
Kings: writtea by his late Majesty King Charles the
First, in his Durance at Carisbroke Castle, 1648.”

Great Monarch of the World! from whose arm springs

The potency and power of kings;

Record the royal woe, my sufferings.

Natare and law, by thy divine decree,

(The only work of righteous loyaity)
With this dim diadem invested me:

With it the sacred sceptre, purple robe,
Thy holy unction, and the royal giobe ;
Yet I am levell’d with the life of Job.

The fiercest furies that do daily tread
Upon my grief, my gray discrowned head,
Are those that owe my bounty for their bread.

Tyranny bears the title of taxation,
Revenge and robbery are reformation,
Oppresaion gains the name of sequestration.

Great Britain’s heir is forced into France,
Whilst on his father’s head his foes advance ;
Poor child! he weeps out his inheritance.

With my own power my majesty they wound,
In the king’s name the king himself’s uncrown’'d,
8o doth the dust destroy the diamond.

My life they prize at such a slender rate,
That in my absence they draw bills of hate,
To prove the king a traitor to the state.
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though celebrated with great joy and festivity, proved
itself a very unhappy event to the king, as well as to
his son-in-law, and had ill consequences on the re-
putation and fortunes of both. The elector, trusting
to so great an alliance, engaged in enterprises beyond
his strength: and the king, not being able to support
him in his distress, lost entirely in the end of his
life, what remained of the affections and esteem of
his subjects. In 1619, the elector palatine was made
king of Bohemia. He received his crown from
a brave people, but they were oppressed and over-
whelmed by the superior power of the house of Aus-
tria, and James had too little zeal for the protestant
cduse, or was too much blinded by the projected
marriage of his son with the infanta of Spain, to take
any timely or effective measures in his behalf. James,
instead of supporting Frederick, and the Bohemian
protestants by whom he was elected, suffered him not
only to be deprived of his new kingdom, but even of
his hereditary dominions. After enduring a variety
of difficulties and hardships, he died in exile, on the

THE LA. ELIZABETR TO GREATE BRITTAINE.

Yf love may possiblie devided bee

Into three partes, then thus I will devide it ; —
My chosen prince hath greatest share in me,

My royall parents nexte, they both have tryed it;
The last, my countrie, by whose love I'ame guided

No saye, farwell ! and mayst thou constant proove
To thie dreade souenge®, as I to my deare love.

* Sovereign.
L2
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The following letter by this queen is extracted from
sir George Bromley’s curious volume, and must have
been addressed to her eldest surviving son, Charles
Lewis, who was restored to the Lower Palatinate in
1648, upon condition of quitting all right and title
to the Upper.

« Son, :

¢ I thought to have written to you by Floer. I
thought [he] was but gone to Amsterdam: because
he did not tell me of his going, I staid till now;
believing he would have come to me before he went ;
but now I see he is at Heidelberg, I send this by the
post, to let you know that the States have given me
for my kitchen one thousand guilders a month, till I
shall be able to go from hence, which God knows how

and talents. Elizabeth, the eldest, made such progress in scien-
tific studies, that Descartes, in the dedication of his « Principia,”
tells her she was the only person he had met with, by whom his-
works were perfectly comprehended. Penn, the legislator of
Pennsylvania, held several conferences with her on the principles
of his sect, and published some of her letters to him in his
“ Travels.,” Her sisters, Louisa and Sophia, were not less dis-
tinguished for their skill and taste in the arts. The paintings of
the former are highly esteemed by the curious, not only for their
rarity, but their merit; and are preserved in foreign cabinets with
the works of the greatest masters. It has been observed of these
three sisters, that “ the first was the most learncd, the second the
greatest artist, and the third the most accomplished lady in Eu-
rope.” Biog. Hist. vol. ii. p. 108. Prince Rupert was one of ber
accomplished children. Mr, Seward has printed a letter from
Elizabeth to lord Clarendon, in the second volume of his Anec-.
dotes ; but it contains little of importance or interest.
7 See Bromley’s Catulogue of cngraved Portraits, p. 67.
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She may laugh at my cares, and so false she may be,
To say all the kind things she before said to me:
O then ’tis, O then, that I think there’s no hell
Like loving too well.

« But when I consider the truth of her heart,
Such an innocent passion, so kind without art ;
I fear I have wrong'd her, and hope she may be
So full of true love to be jealous of me1
And then 'tis I think that no joys are above
The pleasures of love.” 8

Mr. Seward has printed a short but interesting
letter of Charles the second to Mrs. Lane, who ma-
naged his escape after the battle of Worcester.

Another tribute of spc itaneous thanks written by
the hand of Charles to the earl of Sandwich, on his
victory at sea, has been transcribed from the original
in Sloan MS. 1512. |

« My Lord Sandwich, Whitekall, 9 June.
¢ Though you have already done me very eminent
service, yett the great part you have had in this happy
victory which it hath pleased God to send us, adds
very much to the former obligations I have to you. I
send this bearer, my lord Hawly, on purpose to lett
you know more particularly my sence of it, and will
say no more my selfe till I see you, that I may take
you in my armes, and give you other testimonies how
truely I am
: “ Your affectionat frinde,
For the Earle of Sandwich, ¢ Cuanrzs R.”

9 Appendix to Hawkins' Hist. of Music, vol. v. p. 477.
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Truly good, and truly great:
For glorious as he rose, benignly so he set!
Charles (he adds) left behind no harsh decree
For schoolmen with laborious art
To salve from cruelty:
Those, for whom love could no excuses frame,
He graciously forgot to name!

His conversation, wit, and parts,
His knowledge in the noblest, useful arts,
Were such, dead authors could not give ;
But habitudes of those who live;

Who, lighting him, did greater lights receive:
He drain’d from all, and all they knew :
His apprehension quick, his judgment true: ?
That the most learn’d, with shame, confess
His knowledge more, his reading only less!

But when the same writer had the fulsome flattery
to affirm, that mankind could no more subsist without
the poetry of his patron (Lord Middlesex) than the
world could subsist without the daily course of divine
Providence; his laudatory strains will be entitled to
no higher estimation than the ¢ false trappings of fic-
titious fame.’]

7 Churchill has truly, though tartly, characterised him in
“ Gotham.” Had this king but loved business as well as he un-
derstood it, said sir Richard Bulstrode, he would have been the
greatest prince in Europe. Of his own country he used to say,
that it was the most comfortable climate to live under that he
had ever experienced; as there were more days in the year, and
more hours in the day, that a man could take exercise out of

doors in it, than in any country he bad ever known. Seward’s
Anecd. vol.ii. 4th edit.
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s « The Royal Sufferer, King James I1. con-
sisting of Meditations, Soliloquies, Vows, &c.”
one of the latter is, ¢ to rise every morning at
seven.” The whole, said to be composed by
his majesty at St. Germain’s, is written in bad
English, and was published at Paris by father
Bretonneau, a Jesuit. The frontispiece repre-
sents the king sitting in a chair, in a pensive
manner, and crowned with thorns.*

¢« Memoirs of the English Affairs, chiefly
naval, from the Year 1660 to 1673, written by
his Royal HighnessJ ames Duke of York, under
his Administration of Lord High Admiral, &c.
Published from his original Letters, and other
royal Authorities,” Lond. 1729. 8vo.

s In another edition it is called “ Royal Tracts.” This is evi-
dently an imitation of his father’s works, containing his “ speeches,
orders, messages, letters, &c. upon extraordinary occasions ; both
before and since his retiring out of England.” The second part
is intituled, “ Imago Regis ; or the sacred Image of his Majesty in
his Solitudes and Sufferings, written during his Retirements in
France.” Paris, 1692, 16°. [This book, while it professes to be
“ imprinted at Paris for Estiene Lucas, merchant bookseller,” has
every appearance of proceeding from an English press.]

¢ [His crown is lying on a table beside him, and a volume spread
before him, with a citation from one of David’s psalms. The
figure of the king much resembles Hogarth’s design of the dis-
tressed poet. When George prince of Denmark joined king
William, James merely said, “ What, has the little est il possible
left me at last ?”” But when he heard of the princess Anne’s de-
fection, he exclaimed, “ Good God ! am I then abandoned by my
children?” Seward’s Anecd. vol. ii. p. 238.]

o




































QUEEN MARY 1I. 169

heavy imputations on the memory of some princes;
she answered, * that if these princes were truly such
as the historians represented them, they had well de-
served that treatment; and others who tread their steps
might look for the same; for truth would be told at
last'”

The character of queen Mary, written by bishep
Burnet, contains a delineation of every female virtue,
and of every female grace. He makes her say, that she
looked upon idleness as the great corrupter of human
nature, and believed, that if the mind had no employ-
ment given it, it would create some of the worst to
itself; and she thought that any thing which might
amuse and divert, without leaving a dreg and impres-
sion behind it, ought to fill up those vacant hours that
were not claimed by devotion or business. ¢ When her
eyes,” adds the bishop, * were endangered by reading
too much, she found out the amusement of work ; and
in all those hours that were not given to better employ-
ments, she wrought with her own hands, and that
sometimes with so constant a diligence, as if she had
been to earn her bread by it. Her example soon
wrought on not only those that belonged to her, but
the whole town to follow it, so that it was become as
much the fashion to work as it had been to be idle.”?

This excellent princess was so composed during
sickness, that when archbishop Tillotson, who assisted
her in her devotions, stopped, with tears in his
eyes, on coming to the commendatory prayer in

3 Seward’s Anecd. vol. ii. p.184.
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FREDERICK, PRINCE OF WALES,

[ Farner to his late majesty George the third, was a
man of very elegant manners, says Mr. Seward, and
a great reader of French memoirs. He had written
those of his own times under the title of « Histoire
du Prince Titi.” They were,.found amongst Ralph
the historian’s papers: his executor, the late Dr. Rose
of Chiswick, with a spirit of honour and of disinter-
estedness of which the world has seen few examples,
put the manuscripts without any terms into the hands
of a nobleman then in great favour at Carlton-house.
Of this generous behaviour that nobleman never took
the least notice, nor ever made the least remuner-
ation, either pecuniary or in any other manner what-
soever | 12

This prince is allowed to have composed some
French songs, and, as lord Orford conceived, in imi-
tation of the regent Philip, duke of Orleans.” Mr.
Reed has obligingly directed me to one of these in the
Gent. Mag. for 1780, p. 196. Itis followed by a trans-
lation which reflects little reputation on the original.

8 Supp. to Anecd. of distinguished Persons, p.113. On namr-
ing these circumstances to Samuel Rose, esq. the son of Dr. Rose,
he confirmed their general tenor, but believed the manuscript to
be the composition of Mr. Ralph, who was secretary to the prince
of Wales. That manuscript, he farther informed me, had been
presented by the late lord Bute to his Sovereign. See more in
Doddington’s diary, and Cumberland®s life.

8 See Works, vol.i. p.278. Lord O. thonght his royal High-
ness did not miscarry solely by writing in a language not his own.
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Mais si, par un malheur extréme,
Je perdois cet objet charmant ;
Cette compagnie méme
Ne me tiendroit un moment.

¢ Me livrant 3 ma tristesse,
Toujours plein de mon chagrin,
Je n’aurois plus d’allegresse
Pour mettre Bathurst4 en train.
Ainsi, pour vous tenir en joye,
Invoquez toujours les dieux,
Qu'elle vive, et qu'elle voye
Avec nous toujours des heureux !” 1745.

Warton, that true poet, has an elegy on the death
of Frederick, which confers higher honour on the
memory of this prince, than could possibly be con-
ferred by his own productions. It extols him for his
mild graces and cultivated mind, his aversion to flattery
and freedom from pride, his exemplary conjugal af-
fection, his taste for the simply elegant in poesy, and
his benevolent patronage of the muses’ living train ;

For to the few, with sparks ethereal stor’d,

He never barr’'d his castle’s genial gate,

But bade sweet Thomson share the friendly board,
Soothing with verse divine the toils of state :

Hence fir'd, the bard forsook the flowery plain,

And deck’d the royal maske, and tried the tragic strain.]

¢+ Earl Bathurst, the associate of the poetical bons vivants, who
held their festive assemblies with their princely president at
Carlton-house. See Biog. Brit. vol.ii. art. Bathurst. In the
Appendix to lord Orford’s Memoirs some verses are given, as
written by this prince to his princess.
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soutienne et le nourrisse du desir d’'un tems heureux.
Vole, joyeuse esperance, et reussis dans ce voyage. Mon
cceur a envoyé, &c.

The next is called ¢ Rondeau en Anglois.”

‘When shall thows come, glad Hope, y viage ?
Thows hast taryd so long many a day:
For all comfort is put fro my away,

Till that y ber tything of my message.

Us hat that had letting of thy passage,
Or taryin? alas! y cannot say. -
When shall, &c.
Thows hast, &c.

Thows knows full well yat y have gret damage,
In abyding of the that is no nay ;
And thof y syng an dance, or lagh and play,
In black mourning clothid my corage.
‘When shall, &c.
Thows hast, &c.

INTERPRETATION.

Quand reviendras tu, joyeuse Esperance? Tu as tardé
trop long tems. Tout soulagement est loin de moi,
jusqu'a ce que je recueille les fruits de mon message.

'A ton laissé libre ton passage: I'a t'on retardé?
Helas ! je ne puis-le dire. Quand reviendras tu, &c.

Tu le sais bien quelle est ma peine A supporter ce qui
est refus ; tu sais qu'au milieu des chants, des danses, des
tis, et des jeux, un vétement noir couvre mon courage.
Quand reviendras tu, &c.

N 2
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Thi trowbely sorow therwith to aclere
This joly tyme, this fresshe first day of May.

My first in thought and last, my lady dere,

Hit axith more then this oon day leysere

To telle yow, loo! my greef and gret affray,
That this wolde make myn hert a poore martere,
This jely tyme, this fresshe first day of May.

[THE LOVER'S LAMENT.]

When that ye goo,
Then am y woo ;
But ye, swete foo,

For ought y playne
Ye sett not no
To sle me so,

Allas! and lo!

But whi, soverayne,
Doon ye thus payne
Upon me rayne,

Shall y be slayne?

Owt, owt, wordis mo
Wolde ye ben fayne,
To se me dayne
Now then certayne

Ye do me slo.

For y am he
Contentith me,
What so that ye
Wil to me geve;
But yet, pardé,
To have pité
Ye ought ben she
On my myscheve :



woe

186 CHARLES DUKE OF ORLEANS,

O me forgeve,
‘And let me lyve
To y be. shreve,
A day or thre
Ye kan not lyve :
How hitt doth cleve
Myne hert thus greve,
Bug ye hit se.®

It is remarkable that lord Orford makes no mention
of the two manuscripts in our Museum, which contain
so many metrical efforts by the duke of Orleans, and
should only have heard of those preserved in the
royal library at Paris.]

6 One of these “ complayntis or baladis,” as the MS. designates
them, is addressed to Cupid, and thus records its season of com-
position :—

“ the date yow to remembre

As on the thrittenthe day of Novembre,

Bi the trewe Charlis Duk of Orlyaunce,

That sumtyme was oon of your porc servaunce.”

o)
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étincellante in composition, it was impossible the earl.
of Salisbury could be excluded from this catalogue. —
It is recorded of him in the Bibliotheque, p. 134.
Dans ces grandes commotions d’un etat, les malkeurens
sont sowvent criminels, Salisbury perd la téte sur un
hafioud, malgreé Testime publigwe, ]
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EDWARD DUKE OF YORK.

[To this metrician, as Fabian termed our elder wri-
ters in verse, lord Orford did not think it worth while
to allot an article, as he deemed the authority too
vague. Strutt, in his ¢ Manners and Customs of the
English?,” introduced part of a poem from a manu-
script in his own possession (temp. Hen. V.), which
was composed by a duke of York. This duke was
conjectured by lord Orford to be Edward, eldest son
of Edmond of Langley; there being no duke of York
in the reign of Henry the fifth.? Yet as the verses
seem to be addressed to a queen, his lordship thought
they might bave been written in the preceding reign,
duke Edward having fallen in the battle of Agincourt ;
and in this case they were likely to have been addressed
to Joanna, second wife of Henry the fourth, soon
after she became queen dowager.* However this un-
settled point may be adjusted by profounder antiqua-
ries, the manuscript itself is undoubtedly genuine,
and the signature at the close of the poem assigns it to
a duke of York, whom Mr. Warton considered as an
¢ unknown prince.”* From the hands of Mr. War-

s Vol. iii. p. 183.

s Qu. How is this sentence to be reconciled with the succeed-
ing, which agrees with history in saying, that Edward, a duke of
York, was slain at the battle of Agincourt?

4 Lord Orford’s Works, vol.i. p. 527.

s See Hist. of Eng. Poetry, vol.iii. p. 106.

VOL. 1. P
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ton the manuscript pessed into those of Mr. Strutt,
of whom it was purchased by my kind and intelligent
friend Francis Douce, esq. to whose indulgence the
readers of the extracts here given will be indebted for
their accuracy. The entire poem extends to thirty-
four stanzas, more of which may be seen, by those
who wish for more, in Strutt’s publication, above
mentioned.

Excellent sovraine! semely to see,
Proved prudence, peerlees of pris,
Bright blossome of benyngnyté,
Figure fairest, and fresshest of devys:

I recomaunde me to your rialnesse,
As lowely as y can or may,

Besechyng inwardly your gentilnesse ;
Let never faynt hert true love betraye.

Your womanly beaute delicious
Hath me hent all into his cheyne,
But ye graunte me your love gracious,
My hert will melt, as snowe in reyne.

Yif ye wist my lyfe, and knewe
And of the peynes that y feell,
Y wys ye wold upon me rewe,
Though your hert wer made of steell :

And though ye be of high renoun,
Let mercy enclyne your hert so fre,
To you lady this is my boun,
To graunt me grace, in som degrd.
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To your mercy wold ye me take,
Yif your will were for to do,

Then wold y truely for your sake
Change my chere and slake my wo.

Ezplicet amor p. ducem Ebor. »up. fact.

Edmund duke of York, was the author of the MS.
on hunting, called the ¢ Mayster of the Game,” copies
of which are in the British Museum and other libra-
ries. See Mr. Haslewood’s Preliminaries to the Book
of St. Albans.]
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Wickliffe. Henry at first, with sense and
goodness, resisted insinuations against the lord
Cobham, whom he tried to save by gentle ex-
hortations : but as the peer was firm, it natu-
rally made the prince weak, and he delivered
the hero over to the inquisitors. Lord Cobham
was imprisoned, but escaped. The clergy,
however, with great zeal for the royal person,
informed the king, then lying at Eltham, that
20,000 Lollards were assembled at St. Giles’s,
for the destruction of him and his brothers.
The brave young monarch immediately headed
a troop, and arriving at ten at night, at the
sign of the Axe without Bishopsgate, took the
man of the house and seven others prisoners,
which closed his first campaign. Fourscore
more were seized about St. Giles’s, and some of
them being induced, (as Rapin* guesses) to con-
fess a design of murdering the royal family,
and making the lord Cobham protector, the
king no longer doubted of the conspiracy, but
ordered about half of them to be executed, and

+ [Rapin seems to draw his information from the public acts,
in which some deposed that after the murder of the king and
princes they intended to make Oldcastle regent of the kingdom :
but the historian declares it hardly conceivable, how a prince so
judicious as Henry could suffer himself to be imposed upon by
so gross a fiction. Hist. of Eng. 14 Hen.V.]

P38
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expatiated on his faith ; but the chief justice
moved, ¢ that they should not suffer him to
spend the time so vainly, in molesting of the
nobles of the realm.”” Not being indulged to
speak on what he was accused, and naturally
provoked by the ingratitude and weakness of
Henry, the stout lord avowed allegiance
to king Richard’: his sentence and execution
soon followed. He died entreating sir Thomas
Erpingham, that if he saw him rise from death
to life the third day, he would procure that
his sect might be in peace and quiet.?

He wrote

« Twelve Conclusions, addressed to the
Parliament of England.”

At the end of the first book, he wrote some
monkish rhymes in Latin, which Bale has pre-
served, and which he says were ‘ copyed out by
dyverse menne, and set upon theyr wyndowes,
gates, and dores, which were then knowen for

Bedford; but Rapin says, he dare venture to affirm it isall a
mistake, since such an incursion is not mentioned either in the
public records or in the histories of Scotland. Ubi sup.

1 King Richard had long been dead; I suppose it is only
meant that lord Cobham disclaimed obedience to the house of
Lancaster, who had usurped the throne of king Richard and his
right heirs.

* Stowe, p.556.
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Lord Cobham was one of the leaders in the reform-
ing party, who drew up a number of articles against
the corruptions which then prevailed among church-
men, and presented them in the form of a remon-
strance to the commons. He was at great expense in
collecting and transcribing the works of Wickliffe,
which he dispersed among the people; and he main-
tained a great number of his disciples as itinerant
preachers in many parts of the country. These things
naturally awakened the resentment of the clergy
against him. In the reign of Henry the fifth he was
accused of heresy, and the growth of it was particu-
larly attributed to his influence. The king de-
layed the prosecution against him, and undertook
to reason with him himself, and to convert him from
his errors.  Lord Cobham’s answer is upon record :
¢ I ever was,” said he, ¢ a dutiful subject to your ma-~
jesty, and ever will be. Next to God, I profess obe-
dience to my king: but as to the spiritual dominion
of the pope, I never could see on what foundation it
is claimed, nor can I pay him any obedience. It is
sure, as God’s word is true, he is the great antichrist
foretold in holy writ.” This answer so exceedingly
shocked the king, that, turning away in visible dis-
pleasure, he withdrew his favour from him, and left
him to the censures of the church. He was sum-

The dome of deth is hevy drede,
For hym that wol not mercy cric.
Than is mny rcde, for muche ne mede,
That no man mellc of Lollardrye.
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The monkish rhymes referred to by lord Orford,
in p. 191, as presérved by Bale, are thus printed in
his Brief Chronicle:

Plangunt Anglorum
Gentes crimen sodomorum.
Paulus fert, horum

Sunt idola causa malorum.
Surgunt ingrati,

Giezite Symone nati ;
Nomine prelati,

Hoc defensare parati.

Qui reges estis,

Populis quicunque preestis,
Qualiter his gestis.

Gladios prohibere potestis ?

Gilpin’s Lives of the Reformers includes a8 memoir
of lord Cobham, with a circumstantial account of his
lordship’s conduct before the consistory. He sums
up his narrative by saying —  Lord Cobham was a
person of uncommon parts and very extensive talents ;
well qualified either for the cabinet or the field. His
acquirements were equal to his parts. No species of
learning, which was at that time in esteem, had es-
caped his attention. It was his thirst of knowledge,
indeed, which first brought him acquainted with the
opinions of Wickliffe. The novelty of them engaged
his curiosity. He examined them as a philosopher, and
in the course of his examination became a Christian.
He showed the world that religion was not merely
calculated for a cloister, but might be introduced into
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fashionable life. and that & was ot bedow 3 gemie-
man t0 run the last hazard in its defence.™ p. 1505

+ The following testincay m frvour of the Traiinem. thac
of Falnaf, occurs ia s MS. poem estitied Trmarchodo. peomed
 the year 1650.

“ The worthy Sir, whom Falsafs B-us’d eame,

Persomates om the stage ; lest scandall maght

Creepe backward, aad blott Mertir, were 2 shame :

Though Shakespeare storie and Fox legend wrize ™

In 1601 8 poem was published by Jo. Weever, esaitied = The
Miror of Martyrs, or the life and desth of that thrice valam
Lord Cobham.” Mr. Malone was in possession of a copy, which
be deemed umique.
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HUMPHREY DUKE OF GLOUCESTER.

[ Trs duke, commonly called ¢ke good, was youngest
brother to Henry the fifth, and ' the first founder of
the university library in Oxford, which was pillaged of
the greater part of its books in the reign of Edward
the sixth. He was created duke of Gloucester in 1414,
and became lord protector to Henry the sixth; from
which station the queen and her party being resolved
to remove him, he is said to have been secretly mur-
dered, and buried in St. Alban’s abbey, anno 1447.%
His marriage with Jaqueline, daughter to William
the sixth of Bavaria, was annulled by the pope, and
he soon after married Eleanor Cobham.® This
Humffrey, duke of Gloucester, says Grafton, descend-
ing of the blood royal, was not only noble and valient
in all his actes and doings, but sage, pollitique, and not-
ably well learned in the civil law. And among other
his worthy praises, the chronicler relates a remarkable
instance of sagacity, set forth by sir Thomas More,
in a book of his, entitled A Dialogue concerning He-
resies and Matters of Religion.*

Mr. Cole® seemed to think that he ought to have a
place in the present catalogue, as Leland, in his Col-

2 Bolton’s Extinct Peerage, p. 121.

' Granger’s Biog. Hist. vol.i. p. 20.

¢ See Grafton’s Chronicle, 1569, vol. ii. p. 598.
» Cole MSS. vol. xxxv. p. 30.
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earl of Desmond4, and condemned and- be-
"headed at the Tower, 1470.° Hall and Hol-
linshead speak of his tyranny as mot quite
equivocal, though more favourable writers as-
‘cribe his imputed crimes to the malice of his
enemies. Indeed, it was an unwonted strain
of tenderness in a man so little scrupulous of
blood as Warwick, to put to death so great a
‘peer, for some inhumanity to the children of
an Irish lord ; nor does one conceive why he
sought for so remote a crime— he was not

successor the earl of Worcester, in consequence of which Des-
mond was attainted and put to death. Hist. of Ireland, p. 101.
* "4 [In Baldwin’s Legend of the Earl of Worcester, a poem in
the Mirror for Magistrates, Tiptoft alleged, that he put these
children to death by command of Edward the fourth, a command
that he dared not disobey :
' The chiefest crime wherewith men do me charge

Is death of the earle of Desmonds noble sonnes,

Of which the king’s charge doth me cleare discharge

By strayt commandement and injunctions:

The effect whereof so rigorously runnes,

That either I must procure to see them dead,

Or for contempt as a traytour loose my head.

Fuller says, he was charged with treason for “secret siding
with king Edward (who before and afterward de facto,and always
de jure, was the lawful king of England), and on this account he
lost his life.” Worthies of Camb. ubi sup. He was beheaded
on 8t. Luke’s day 1470.)

3 [According to Leland, he was buriced in the Dotmmcnm’
convent at London. Br,Lib. p. 260.]

Q3
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« O good blessyd Lord God !”’ saith Caxton,
““what grete losse was it of that noble, vertuous,
and wel-disposed lord! &c. and what worship
had he at Rome in the presence of* our holy
fader the pope! And soin alle other places unto
his deth; at whiche deth every man that was
there might lerne to dye, and take his deth pa-
ciently.”® The axe then did at one blow cut off
more learning in England than was left in the
heads of all the surviving nobility.®

[Pennant .is of opinion, that all his love for the

. sciences could not soften in him the ferocious temper

of the unhappy times he lived in. London, p. 815.]

8 [Caxton’s conclusion to the earl of Worcester’s translation.
See Herbert, vol.i. p.34. Mr. Dibdin farther observes, that
¢ the most illustrious patrons of which Caxton could boast,
were the earl of Worcester and earl Rivers; but even the
rank and accomplishments of these noblemen, especially of the
former, were insufficient to protect them from insult, persecution,
and a premature end.” Life of Caxon, p.cxxi. See also Biog.
Brit. iii. 368. second edit.)

9 Fuller’s Worthies in Camb. p,155.
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ANTONY WIDVILLE,
EARL RIVERS.

Troucn Caxton knew * none like to the erle
of Worcestre,”” and though the author? last
quoted thinks that all learning in the nobility
perished with Tiptoft, yet there flourished at
the same period a noble gentleman, by no
means inferior to him in learning and polite-
ness, in birth his equal, by alliance his superior,
greater in feats of arms, and in pilgrimages
more abundant. ‘This was?® Antony Widville,
earl Rivers, lord Scales and Newsells, lord of
the Isle of Wight, ¢ defenseur and directeur
of the causes apostolique for our holy fader
the pope in this royame of Englond, and
uncle and governour to my lorde prince of
Wales.”t .

He was son of sir Richard Widville by Jaque-
line of Luxemburgh, duchess dowager of Bed-

¢ Fuller.

3 [Or, according to Herbert’s citation from Caxton, * the
noble and puissant lord Antone, erle of Ryuyers, lord of Scales
and of the isle of Wyght, defendour and directour of the siege
apostolique, for our holy fader the pope, in this royame of Eng-
lond, and governour of my lord prynce of Wales.” Typogr.
Antig. vol. i. p. 15}

¢+ Caxton in Ames’s Catal. p. 14.
























EARL RIVERS. A1 .-

The book is supposed to be the second’ ever
printed in England® by Caxton ; at least the
first which he printed at Westminster, being
dated November 18, 1477. A fair manu-
script® of this translation, with an illumin-
ation? representing the earl introducing
Caxton® to Edward the fourth, his queen, and

? [The seventh, according to Mr. Didbdin.}
$ Ames, p.9.
9 (Marked cclxv. Cat. MSS. Bibl. Lambethanz.]
* [Beneath this illumination are the following lines :
This boke late translate here in sight,
By Antony erle [Rivers®,) that vertueux knyght,
Please it to accepte to youre noble grace,
And at youre convenient leysoure and space,
It to see, reede, and understond,
A precious jewell for alle your lond:
For therin is taught, howe and i what wyse
Men vertues shulde use and vices despise,
The subgetts theire princes ever obeye,
And they theim in right defend sy : —
Thus do every mann in his degre,
Graunte of his grace, the Trinit?.]

s [Qu. (says Mr. Cole) how lord Orford came to know the
kneeling figure in a clerical habit was Caxton the printer? He
was certainly a priest, as is evident from his tonsure, but I do
not think that Caxton was in orders. I should rather suppose
that it was designed for Jean de Teonville, provost of Paris.
{MB. note in Mr. Gough’s copy.) A farther doubt has been

[* The name is erased from the MS.)
volL. I. R
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The grete vertus of oure elders notable
Ofte to remembre is thing profitable;

An happy [hous] is, where dwelleth Prudence,
For where she is, raison is in presence, &c.

EXPLICIT.

Of these sayynges Cristyne was the aucteuresse,
Whiche in makyng hadde suche intelligence,
That therof she was mireur aud maistresse 3

Hire werkes testifie thexperience ;

In Frenssh languaige was writen this sentence ;
And thus englished dooth hit rehers

Antoin Widevylle therl Ryvers.

Caxton, inspired by his patron’s muse, con-
cludes this work thus:

Go, thou litil quayer 8, and recommaund me
Unto the good grace of my special lorde
Therle Ryveris, for I have emprinted the

At his commandement, folowyng evry worde
His copye, as his secretaire can recorde ;

At Westmestre, of Feverer the xx daye,

And of kyng Edward the xvii yere, vraye.

EMPRINTED BY CAXTON.
In Feverer the colde season.

III. ¢ The boke named Cordyale or Memo-
rare novissima ;”’
8 [i.e. Quire, book ; from cakier, Fr. Hence James the first of

Scotland entitled his celebrated allegorical poem, “ The King’s
Quair.”)
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turity would translate Montesquieu — and, I
trust, not in metre.

I have dwelled the longer on the articles of
these two lords, as they are very slightly
known, and as I think their country in a great
measure indebted to them for the restoration
of learning. The countenance, the example
of men in their situation must have operated
more strongly than the attempts of an hundred
. professors, benedictines, and commentators.
The similitude of their studies was terminated
by too fatal a resemblance in their catas-
trophe !

[(The amiable light, says bishop Percy, in which
the character of Anthony Widville, the gallant earl
Rivers, has been placed by the lively and elegant au-
thor of the Catalogue of Noble Writers, interests us
in whatever fell from his pen. It is presumed, there-
fore, that the insertion of a little ballad by that no-
bleman will be pardoned, though it should not be
found to have much poetical merit, as it is his only
original production ; his more voluminous works being
translations.

The ballad thus introduced to notice by bishop
Percy, was printed in the first edition of his Reliques,
from an imperfect copy preserved by Rouse ; the de-
fects of which were afterward supplied by the Fair-

R 4
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fax manuscript °, and the entire poem was given in
Ritson’s Ancient Songs; whence, afier carefnl restor-
ation to its genuine orthography, it has been trans-
ferred to the present publication. That the piece was
composed during the author’s cruel confinement in
Pomfret castle, is a circumstance highly interesting ;
and the sentiments it conveys are tinctured with sage
will not appear very dignified to a modern ear.

“ A BALET BY THE EARL RIVERS.

* Sum what musyng,
And more morenyng,

In remembryng

The unstedfastness ;
This worlde beyng
Of such welyng,
Me contraryyng,

What may I gess?
¢ 1 fere doutless
Remedyless,
Is now to cess

My wofull chaunce;
For unkyndness
Withouten less,
And no redress,

Me doth avaunce.

*“ With displesaunce
To my grete grevaunce
And no suraunce

Of remedy;

* Sloanian collection, No. 5465.
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Lo! in this traunce,

Now in substaunce,

Such is my daunce,
Willyng to dye.

¢ Me thynkyth truly
Bounden am I,
And that gretly,

To be content ;

Sayng playnly,
Fortune doth wry

All contrary,
For myn entent.

“ My lyff was lent
To an entent,
It is ny spent;
Wellcum fortune !
Yet I ne went
Thus to be shent,
But she it ment;
Such is her wone." 8]
¢ Thislittle piece is pointed out by its early editor to be written
in imitation of a poem of Chaucer’s, beginning thus:
* Alone walking,
In thought plainyng,
And sore sighyng
All desolate.
My remembrying
Of my livying,
My death wishyng
Both erly and late,” &c.
Urry's edit. p. 555.
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mau, who thinking it too great a decision to
take upon herself, recommended her to St.
Nicholas, who whipping on some episcopal
robes, appeared to her, and declared in favour
of Edmund. The old gentlewoman, 1 suppose,
was dead, and St. Nicholas out of the way ;
for we hear nothing of the lady Margaret
consulting either of them on the choice of
two other husbands after the death of earl
Edmund, by whom she had king Henry. Sir
Henry Stafford, the second, bequeathed to his
son-in-law ¢ a trappur of four new horse har-
nish of velvet ;”* and his mother, the duchess
of Buckingham, in consideration of lady Mar-
- garet’s great affection for literature, gave her
the following legacy by her will: ¢ To my
daughter Richmond, a book of English, being
a legend of saints ; a book of French, called
Lucun ; another book of French of the epistles
and gospels: and a primmer with clasps of
silver gilt, covered with purple velvet.””*
‘Her virtues are exceedingly celebrated :
« Her humility was such that she would often
say, on condition that the princes of Christen-
dom would combine themselves and march
against the common enemy the Turks, she
would most willingly attend them, and be their

> Dugdale.
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printed at the end of Dr. William Atkinson’s
English translation of the three first books,
1504.

¢ A letter to her son is printed in Howard’s
Collection of Letters.””?

She also, by her son’s command and autho-
rity, * made the orders (yet extant) for great
estates of ladies and noblewomen, for their
precedence, attires, and wearing of barbes at
funerals, over the chin and under the same.”” ?

[ This illustrious lady was the sole daughter of John
Beaufort, duke of Somerset, the grandson of John of
Gaunt, who has met with a literary champion in Mr.
Godwin.? Caxton dedicated the ¢ Hystorye of Kynge
Blandhardyne and Queen Eglantyne,” to this princess
by the title of duchesse of Somercete; ‘“but this,” says
Herbert, “ must be a mere compliment of Mr.
Caxton’s, as I don’t recollect her being called so any
where else.”* The honour of duchess of Somerset
seems to have been granted to descend only by male

fourme and maner ensuinge: the yere of our Lorde God
MPDIIL” Contains eighteen leaves. Colopbon: “ Thus
endeth the forth boke folowinge Jesu Cryst, and the contemp-
nyinge of the worlde.” Imp. by Pinson, in 4to.]

9 Ballard, p. 155.

¢ Ballard and Sandfoed.

3 Life of Chaucer.

¢ Typogr. Antig. p. 219.
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the xxix day of Marche, the yere of our Lorde, a
M.D. and xxii.”

Herbert says, there were two editions of this book
by W.de Worde in the same year, the typographical
variations between which he has described.®

The countess of Richmond has had the honour to
be introduced by Gray in his Ode for Music, as ¢ the
venerable Margaret,” from having been the foundress
of St. John’s and Christ’s colleges, Cambridge, in
1505 and 1511.°

That she was a zealous patroness of literature, is
obvious from the testimony of the following publica~
tions, which were undertaken and executed at the
¢ command, exhortation, or enticement” of the
princess Margaret.

¢ Scala Perfeccionis, englyshed, The Ladder of
Perfeccion.” By Walter Hilton. Printed by W. de
Worde, in Caxton’s house, 1494, fol.

¢« Treatise concernynge the Seven Penetencyall
Psalmes,” &c. By John Fysher, Bishop of Rochester,
Printed by W. de Worde, 1509, and by R. Pinson,
1510. 4to. \

¢ The Ship of Fooles of this World.” Translated
by Henry Watson, into prose, and printed by W. de
Worde, 1517, 4to.

« Fruytfull sayinges of Davyd, the kynge and
prophete,” were compiled by Fisher, ¢ at the exor-

8 Ut sup. p.168.
9 See Wilson’s ¢ Memorabilia Cantabrigise.”
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bokes, which she had in grete number, both in Eng-
lysh and in Lafin, and in Frenshe; and for her exer-
cise, and for the profyte of others, she did translate
divers matters of devocyon out of the Frensh into
Englysh. In favour, in words, in gesture, in every
demeanour of herself, so grete nobleness did appear,
that what she spake or dyd, it mervayllously became
her. She had in a maner all that was praysable ina
woman, either in soul or body.”

The following letter to her son, Henry the seventh,
was inserted in Dr. Howard’s Miscellaneous Collec-
‘tion of Letters, from the original in her own hand-
writing.

‘ My derest and only desired joy yn thys world,

“ With my moste herty lovynge blessyngs and
humble comendations—y pray oure Lord to reward
and thancke your grace, for thatt yt hathe plesyd your
hyghnes soo kyndly and lovyngly to be content to
wryte your lettyrs of thancks to the Frenshe kying, for
my greet mater, that soo longe hathe been yn sewte;
as mastyr Welby hath shewed me your bounteous
goodness is plesed. I wysh my der hert and my for-
tune be to recover yt, y trust ye shall well perseyve y
shall delle towards you as a kind lovyng modyr : and if
y shuld nevyr have yt, yet your kynd delyng ys to me
a thousand tymes more then all that good y can reco-
ver, and all the Frenshe kyngs mygt be myn wythall.
My der hert, and yt may plese your hyghnes to lycense
master Whytstongs for thys time, to present your
honorabyll lettyrs, and begyn the process of my cause ;
for that he so well knoweth the natter, and also

VOL. I. S
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Skelton, that ¢ breathless rhymer,” as he was ap-
positely characterized by bishop Hall, wrote a Latin
elegy upon the funeral of this illustrious lady, which
Ballard has anglicised in his Memoirs. He compares
her to Penelope, to Abigail, and to Hester:

En tres jam proceres nobilitate pares.]

the following notes were added to the several items of female
apparel :

“ A sloppe is 8 morninge cassocke for ladyes and gentle-
women, not open before. A surcote is a mourneing garment
made like a close or straite bodyed gowne, which is worne
under the mantle : the same for a countesse must have a trayne
before, an other behinde; for a baronesse noe trayne. The
traine before to be narrow, not exceeding the breadth of 8 ynches,
and must be trussed up before, under the girdle, or borne upon
hir left arme.” In Leland’s Collectanes, vol.iv., is described,
from Harl. MS. 6079, “ Ordinances by Margaret, countess of
Richmond and Derby, as to what preparation is to be made
against the deliverance of a queen,” &c.










NICHOLAS?,
LORD VAUX,

Seems to have been a great ornament to the
reign of Henry the seventh, and to the court
of Henry the eighth, in its more joyous days,
before queens, ministers, peers, and martyrs,
embrued so many scaffolds with their blood.
William Vaux, his father, had forfeited his
fortunes in the cause of Henry the sixth.
They were restored to the son with the honour
of knighthood, on his fighting stoutly at the
battle of Stoke against the earl of Lincoln, on
the side of Henry the seventh. In the seven-
teenth of that reign, at the marriage of prince
Arthur, the brave young Vaux appeared in a
gown of purple velvet, adorned with pieces of
gold so thick and massive, that, exclusive of
the silk and furs, it was valued at a thousand
pounds : about his neck he wore a collar of
S8, weighing eight hundred pounds in nobles.

8 [In his quarto edition of this Catalogue, lord Orford re-
marked, that the judicious editor of the Reliques of Ancient
Poetry has, on very good reasons, surmised, that Nicholas, lord
Vaux, was not the poet, but his son T%omas. His lordship, how-
ever, persisted in retaining this article of Nicholas, though it
ought to been displaced for his successor.]
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the exchequer for life, lieutenant of Calais
and the marches®, appointed to conduct the
lady Mary, the king’s sister, into France, on
her marriage with uis the twelfth, and with
whom (Henry the e eighth) he had the rarey
felicity of continuing in favour eighteen years.
He died in 1532, leaving his ¢ gown of
damask-tawney, furred with jennets,” to his
natural son Humphrey Bourchier ; and certain
legacies to two other illegitimate sons ; having
had%only two daughters by his wife Catherine,
daughter of' John duke of Norfolk ; from one
of whi(%adies is descended the present lady
baroness®Berners, whose right to that title,
which had long lain in obscurity, was clearly
made out and recovered by the late Peter
Leneve, esq. Norroy.

Lord Berners, by the command of king
Henry, translated

¢ Froissart’s Chronicle®,”
which was printed in 1523, by Richard Pin-
son’, the fifth on the list of English printers,
and scholar of Caxton.

5 Dugd. Baron. vol. ii. p.133.

¢ Ames in Pinson, p.125.
" 7 [In two volumes folio: the first commences with the reign
of Edward the third, and ends 9 Richard the second ; the second
ends with the coronation of Henry the fourth. Froissart em-

*ployed upwards of forty years in the formation of his history. See ‘
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your goodnes, yet not being ignoraunt of your good-
wil and desyre, the which in this cause I take for the
hole effecte; thinking thereby to do you some smale
rememoracion, and also bycause the matter is very
plesaunt for yonge ladies and gentlewomen: therfore
I have enterprysed to reduce the same from Spanishe
into the Englyshe tonge, not adorned with so freshe
eloquence that it shold merite to be presented to your
goodnes. For or?® I first entred into this rude labour I
was brought into great doubtfulnes, and founde my
selfe in divers ymaginacions: for seyng the quicke in-
telligence of your spirit, I feared; and againe, the
remembraunce of your vertue and prudence, gave me
audacite : —in the one I founde feare, and in the other
suerty and hardines. Finally, I did chose the moste
unvaylable, for myne owne shame, and moste utilitie ;
in any reprehencion or rebuke for the moche bolde-
nesse in that I have not taken such respite as I ought
to have done; yet in consyderacion of your gentylnes,
myne affeccion is alwayes in truste to scape blameles.
I have taken this enterprice on me, more by desyre to
have blame therby, then to attaine prayse or laude.
“ Wherfore, right vertuous ladye, maye it please
you of your goodnes to accepte this litell presente
treatyse, and to receyve this my good wil, or ye con-
dempne the fault. And also to haye more affeccion
to the presenter then to the vM" f the thing pre-
‘sented, requiring you to tiffle an 4ne alwayes
as one of the nombre of them that alwayes shalbe
redye to do you plesure. And for‘he surplus;fl desyre

9 i.e. Ere.
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sent by the duke off Albeney, and vij schypes browght
hym thedyr; and as on Fryday be forr that, they lay
upon her be ffor thys town off Caleys, and at nyght
they went in to the Downes, and ther lay Saterday all
day, and so came to Boloyn; with owtt invounterynge
off eney offthe kynges grasses schypes. Wold to God
they had mett with them! But the Inglysch schypes
kepyth but lytyll se from betwen Dover and Caleys,
or elles ther were ner a londe.
¢ As I her further, your grase shall be advertesyde,
by the grase of Jhu, who preserve your grase.
¢ At Caleys, the xxvj day off March,
¢ By your lowly servaunt,
“ JoHN BERpERs.”] ®.

R Yy
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that could make incest, where a jealous or
fickle tyrant could make laws at his will!
Little is recorded of this nobleman, but two
or three embassies to France, his being made
governor of Dover and the Cinque Ports, and
his subscribing the famous declaration to Cle-
ment the seventh. Like earl Rivers® he rose

exclaimed tenderly, “Oh! where is my sweet brother?’ The
lieutenant, willing to spare her a new shock, replied, (without
telling her that the lord Rochford was committed too,) “ That
he left him at York Place.” Strype, vol.i. p. 280. The author
of English Worthies tells a story, which is relaged too by
Fuller in his Worthies of Wiltshire, p.146: That on Jane
Seymour’s first coming to court, queen Anne snatched at a jewel
pendent about this Jane’s neck, and hurt her own hand with
the violence she used. —She was struck with finding it the
king’s picture. Page 848. [Mr. Andrews remarks, that Anne
Boleyn had been bred at the court of France, and had there
imbibed a levity of behaviour, which, though it probably as-
sisted in alluring the passions of Henry, most certainly afforded
her enemies ample materials for her destruction. The natural
timidity of her sex threw the unhappy queen into hysteric
agonics on hearing the crimes imputed to her, and every excla-
mation was treasured up by her profligate sister-in-law, to be pro-
duced against her. Yet the delicate, the fearful Anne could
find magnanimity enough in her last moments to jest with the
executioner on the smallness of that neck which he was doomed
to divide. But more affecting was the effort of maternal tender-
ness which caused the dying parent to deny herself the triumph
of avowing her heart-felt innocence, lest she might irritate the
flinty-hearted Henry agninst her infant dshighter. Hist. of G. B.
vol. ii. p. 273.)
VOL. I. T
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and elegance, by lord Orford, who proceeds to show
that with some little alteration it might pass for the
production of a more refined age. *
. Those readers who are disposed to agree in the
noble critic’s eulogy, will certainly be unwilling to see
the original beauties which excited that applause, re-
fined away. Instead, therefore, of his lordship’s
modern parody %, the poem is here presented in the
antiquated garb of the early printed copy in Tottell’s
collection 7 of ¢ Songes and Sonnettes,” dated 1557,
compared with the copy which was extracted from the
Harington manuscript, dated 1564. °

THE LOVER COMPLAINETH THE UNKINDNES OF%
HIS LOVE.

My lute awake, performe the last

Labour that thou and I shal wast;
And end that I have now begonne :

And when this song is sung and past,
My lute be stil, for I have done.

v Works, vol. i. p. 528.

6 A parody, or modernization, of superior merit to lord
Orford’s, was printed with the rev. Mr. Ball’s Odes and Ele-
gies, &c. Dublin, 1779,

7 To this collection Richard Smith seems to allude in his
commendatory verses before Gascoigne’s Poems, 1575

“ Sweet Surrey suckt Pernassus’ springs,
And Wiat wrote of wondrous things ;
And Roclifort clambe the statelie throne
Which muses hold in Helicone.”

® Vid. Nuge Antique, vol. ii. p. 400, Dr.Nott deems it
Wyatt’s; but at the same time pronounces, that lord Rocheford
certainly contributed to Tottell’s songs and sonnets among the
uncertain authors,

T 2 .
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An original letter from lord Rocheford to Henry
VIIL is here added from Cotton MS. Vesp. F. xiii.

It seems that his lordship had to convoy the French
admiral from the coast to the court, which ceremonial
he appears to have adjusted with Asiatic solemnity, as
he only admitted him to travel a single stage a day.

¢¢ It may please your highnes to be advertised, that
the admirall of Fraunce hath remaynyd here syns
Thursday at nyght, and as yet hys hole train both of
horses, mulettes, and men, be not come hyther nor -
unshyppyd. But by to-morrow I doubt not but all
hys hole train shalbe here assemblyd together: and
upon Munday, I wyll bryng hym to Sytyngbourne,
there to remayn that nyght, for that yt would be to-
sore a journey to bryng hys carriage to Rochester in
a daye. On Tuesday from thence to Rochester. On
Wensday to Dartford; and on Thursday, by xij of
the clocke at none, to Blacke-heth ; where as my lord
of Norffolk ys appointyd by your grace to mete hym.

¢ I would not have had hym remayn so long in this
towne, but that hym self was very desyrous so to doo,
because that he would comme with hys trayne hole
together, which I thought I myght not for your graces
honnor gain saye. And thus, besechyng God to have
your hyghnes in hys kepyng, I make an ende.

¢ From Cantorbery, this Saterday xiiijth day of
Novembre.

¢ Your gracys most humble and obedient
¢ Subject and sarvant,
“ Georce RocuEerorp.”]

T3









280 JOHN, LORD LUMLEY.

Cottonian MS. Vespasian, F. xiil.
“ My verey synguler good lorde,

“ My dewtye lowlye doon, I humbly thankee your
lordshyp for all youre goodness towardes me; by-
sychyng the same off contenewaunce: and thatt’ yt
may lyke you to be 300 good lorde unto me in soo
myche, as affter thys troblesom worlde many parssoms
be dyspossed to make sinistere reports, to take every
suche informacyon in good partye, unto suche tyme
as yee here or know myne awnswere therin. For un-
dowttydlye yee shall ever fynde me one man. Wyth
youre lordschypp I begann, and thare wyll I end ; and
seyke no farther, but to the kyngs magistye and you.

“ And for as myche as I am adwiessed by my’
lerned counsell, thatt I may order myne enherytaunce
as to mayke myne heere whome I lyst, I schall most
hartely besuche your lordschypp to gyff forther cre-
dence to youre serwande Wyllm. Blytheman, and my
chaplean syr Thoms. Hallyman, whome I have in-
struct att lenghte in that behalffe off my full mynde,
besuchyng youre lordshypp to contynew good lorde
unto me. And I hawe sent unto youre lordeschypp
the powre halffe yeres fee, whyche I promest unto
you; besuchyng youre lordeschypp to tayke ytt in
worthe; for I am, and ever schalbe youre beadman,
as Jhu knowythe; whoo preserwe youre lordschypp
m healthe and myche honor, to hys plesure and youre
wnost coumfort,

“ By yours, att conmaundment,
“ Juon LumLEy.”]
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HENRY HOWARD,
EARL OF SURREY.?

WE now emerge from the twilight of learning
to an almost classic author?, that ornament of
a boisterous, yet not unpolished court, the earl
of Surrey, celebrated by Drayton, Dryden,
Fenton, and Pope, illustrated by his own muse,
and lamented for his unhappy and unmerited
death ; ¢¢a man,” as sir Walter Raleigh says*,
¢¢ no less valiant than learned, and of excellent
hopes.”

He was son and grandson of two lord trea-
surers, dukes of Norfolk %, and scemed to have
a promise of fortune as illustrious, by being
the friend, and at length the brother-in-law of’

* [Since the former editions of this work, a critical memoir of
lord Surrey has been published by the rev. Dr. Nott, to which it
may be proper to refer the reader, as subversive of many tra-
ditionary particulars, here and elscwhere given, of this ill-futed
but deservedly eminent personage.]

3 [The article of lord Surrey was hypercritically cxamined in
the Gent. Mag. for Jan. 1759, and this cxpression, among others,
deemcd liable to exception.]

* In the prefuce to his History.

% [“ By this expression an inattentive reader might be surprised
into an opinion that this nobleman had two fathers, and grand-
fathers, who were all lord treasurers, and dukes of Norfolk ;
whercas the author mcans only that both his father and his grand-
father were thus dignified.”  Gent, Mag. Critique.
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them ® some others of that age, particularly of
sir Thomas Wyat the elder®, a very accom-
plished gentleman, father of him who fell in
a rebellion against queen Mary. Francis the

Franciscee uxori ejus filie Johannis comitis Oxonise; Henricus
Howardus, comes Northamptonize, filius secundo genitus, hoc
supremum pietatis in parentes monumentum posuit, A.D. 1614.
Howard Anecdotes, p. 28.]

¢ The earl was intimate too with sir Thomas More and
Erasmus, and built & magnificent house, called Mount Surrey,
on Lennard’s Hill, near Norwich. See note to verse 152 of
Drayton’s Epistle from the Earl to Geraldine.

9 [Mr. Headley thinks that sir T. Wyat deserves equally of
posterity with Surrey, for the diligence with which he cultivated
polite letters, although in his verses he seems to have wanted
the judgment of his friend, who in imitating Petrarch resisted the
contagion of his conceits. Biog. Sketches, p.1xv. A similarity
or rather sameness of studies, says Warton, as it is a proof, so
perhaps it was the chief cement, of that inviolable friendship
which is said to have subsisted between Wyat and Surrey. The
principal subject of their poetry was the same; and they both
treated the passion of love in the spirit of the Italian poets, and
as professed disciples of Petrarch. They were alike devoted- to
the melioration of their native tongue, and an attainment of the
elegancies of composition. They were both engaged in translating
Virgil, and in rendering select portions of Scripture into English
metre. Hist. of E.P. vol. iii. p.40. Sir E. Brydges has well ob-
served, that the characteristics of their minds were very different :
one was picturesque and sentimental, the other was moral and
didactic. No old poet had less dross and more genuine ore than
Surrey. For the information of the curious it may be added,
that some maxims and sayings by sir T. Wyat are preserved
among thc Sloan MSS. in our Museum. See Aysc Cat. No.
1523.)
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Fostred she was with milke of Irishe brest:

Her sire an earle ; her dame of princes blood ;
From tender yeres in Britain she doth 4 rest

With kinges childe, where she tasteth costly food.
Honsdon did first present her to myne yien:
Bright is her hewe, and' Geraldine she hight:
Hampton me taught to wishe her first for mine 5,
And Windsor, alas! doth chase me from her sight.
Her beauty of kinde, her vertue from above ;
Happy is he that can obtaine her love.

I am inclined to think that her poetical ap-
pellation was her real name, as every one of
the circumstances tally.® Gerald Fitzgerald

4 [Did she, ed. 1557.)

s [Nash, in his Life of Jacke Wilton, makes the earl of Surrey
exclaim, “ Oh, thrice imperiall Hampton Court, Cupid’s inchaunted
castle, the place where I first sawe the perfect omnipotence of the
Almighty expressed in mortalitie. There it was where I first set
eie on my more than celestiall Geraldine. Seeing her, I admired
her. Long sute and uncessant protestations got me the grace to
be entertained. Upon a time I was determined to travel; the
fame of Italy and an especiall affection I had unto poetrie, my
second mistres, for which Italy was so famous, had wholy ravisht
mee unto it; I pete Italiam, (said she), go and secke Italie with
/Eneas, but be more true. When thou comest to Florence (the
fayre citie whence I fetcht the pride of my birth) by an open
challenge defend my beautie, &c.”’)

6 [Mr. Warton readily adopted this key to the genealogy of
the fair Geraldine, and complimented the elegant biographer in
having with the most happy sagacity solved the difficulties of this
little enigmatical ode, which had been before either neglected
and unattempted as inexplicable, or rendered more unintelligible
by false conjectures. Hist. of E. P. vol.iii. p. 4.]

VOL. I. U
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the fair Geraldine? I should think the former,
as it is evident she was settled in England.
The circumstance of his first seeing her at
Hunsdon, indifferent as it seems, leads to a
strong confirmation of this conjecture: sir
Henry Chauncy says 3, that Hunsdon-house in
Hertfordshire was built by Henry the eighth,
and destined to the education of his children.
The lady Elizabeth Fitzgerald was second cou-
sin to the princesses Mary and Elizabeth, and it
was very natural for her to be educated with
them, as the sonnet expressly says the fair
Geraldine was. The earl of Surrey was in like
manner brought up with the duke of Richmond
at Windsor.® Here the two circumstances
clearly correspond to the earl’s account of his
first seeing his mistress at Hunsdon’, and being

5 In his Hertfordshire, p.197.

8 One of the most beautiful of lord Surrey’s compositions is a
very tender elegy written by him when a prisoner at Windsor, la-
menting the happier days he formerly passed therc. lis punish-
ment was for eating flesh in Lent. Wood, vol.i. p.58. [This
circumstance is recorded in Sloane MS. 1523, and under it is
written, ® A secreat and unobserved contempt of the law is a close
undarmining of authority; which must be cither its selfe in in-
dulging nothing, or nothing in allowing all.” This apothegm is
attributed to the Seymours, temp. Edw.VL.]

7 Strype has preserved a curious letter, relating to the mainte-
nance of the lady Elizabeth after the death of her mother. It is
written from Hunsdon by Margaret lady Bryan, governess to the

u 2






EARL OF SURREY. 208

Since I made the above discovery, I find that
Michael Drayton, in his Heroical Epistles,
among which are two between this earl and
Geraldine 7, guesses that she was of the family
of Fitzgerald, though he has made a strange

7 Antony Wood was still more mistaken, for he thinks she
was born at Florence : he says that Surrey, travelling to the em-
peror’s court, grew acquainted with Cornelius Agrippa, famous
for natural magic, who showed him the image of his Geral-
dine in a glass, sick, weeping on her bed, and resolved all into
devout religion for the absence of her lord; that from thence
he went to Florence, her native city, where he published an
universal challenge in honour of her beauty, and was victorious
in the tournament on that occasion. The challenge and the
tournament are true; the shield presented to the earl by the
great duke for that purpose is represented in Vertue’s print of
the Arundel family, and was in the possession of the last earl
of Stafford. Wood, vol. i. p.68. [It now belongs to the duke
of Norfolk. Wood seems to have derived this fiction of the
magical glass from Nash’s fanciful Life of Jacke Wilton, published
in 1504 ; where, under the character of his hero, he professes
to have travelled to the emperor’s court as page to the earl
of Surrey. On their way they met with Cornelius Agrippa,
and desired to see the lively image of Geraldine in his glass,
and what at that instant she did, and with whom she was talking,
“ The magician shewed her to them,” says Nash, “ without more
adoe, sicke, weeping on her bedde, and resolved all into devoute
religion for the absence of her lorde;” at the sight whereof Nash
eould in no wise refrain from penning an extemporal ditty, which
is inserted in his very rare publication.

The Oxford historian appears to have regarded this legendary
figment as a traditional fact, and might not perhaps have traced
it higher than Drayton’s Heroical Epistles, in 1598. Sir Walter
Scott has wrought this legendary tale into a lively episodic poem,

us

-



ayufusion of them and the Windwees, snd dses
met specify any particular pessenage.®

Bale snd Tasmer ascribe lkewine to lond
Susvey the following translations snd peems =
; * Eoclesiastes and some Pasles ™

« One book of Virgil, in blamk verse.™

“Wood? says be translated two.®

s his Loy of the Last Dinstrel; and hos snde cne of his siogl
bands exclaim: .
“ The geatle Survey lov’d his lyre—
Whe bes net heard of Sursey’s fame ?
His was the hero’s soul of fire,
Asnd his the bandl's immertal name.
Asd kis was love, cxalted high
L By all the glow of chivalry™)

'8 Since the shove was written, | was informed thet in the
new edition of the Peerage, in the ead of Kildare’s
it is hinted that this lady Elizabeth Fitzgerald was the fair Ge.
d&m;htsmm&oﬁqwmmwwmk.
these conjectures before meutioned may serve to supply their
piace. Since the first edition, 1 have been told that Holinshed
confirms my supposition. [Drayton, in his metrical
traces Geraldine from the Geraldi, who derived their name from
Florence.)

* (Printed from one of the Harington manuscripts in Nuge
Antique, vol. ii. edit. 1804, and again by Dr. Nott.]

3 Vol.i. p. 57.

4 [The fact is, he translated the second and fourth books of
the Eneid into blank verse, and they were printed together in
1557. Vid. postea. It ie probable, however, that the fourth
book had appeared singly, as it is thus mentioned in Ascham’s
Scholemaster: “ The noble lord the earle of Surrey, first of it
Englishmen in trunslating the fourth book of Virgill™
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¢ Poems addressed to the Duke of Rich-
mond.”

Dr. Nott thinks it probable we are to under-
stand no more by this than the single Elegy
beginning ¢ So cruel prison,” &c. at p. 48. of
his edition.

« Satires on the Citizens of London,” in
one book. * ‘

“ Juvenile Poems.” Those printed by
Tottell.

And a translation of

« Boccace’s Consolation to Pinus, on his
Exile.” Not hitherto discovered as extant.

In Lambeth church was formerly an af-
fectionate epitaph in verse, written by this
lord on one Thomas Clere, who had been his
retainer, and caught his death by attending
him in his wars. It is preserved in Aubrey’s
Survey of Surrey®, and ought to be printed
with the earl’s poems.’

His daughter Jane, countess of Westmor-

5 (Qu. Whether a portion of these Satires has not been re-
covered from one of the Harington manuscripts, as printed in
Nuge Antiquee, vol. ii. p. 356.7]

¢ Vol. v. p. 247.

7 (It is so, in Dr. Anderson’s comprehensive and valuable
edition of the British Poets, and again in Mr. Chalmers’s.]

v 4
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This just and elegant encomium has many concur-
ring testimonials in its support, from the period of
Elizabeth to the present. Leland, Ascham, Turber-
ville, Churchyard, Sidney, Webbe, Puttenham, Meres,
Harvey, Whitney, Drayton, Bolton, and Peacham,
were among his eulogists of elder date; Dryden,
Fenton, and Pope, revived his memory: nor have
the poetic amateurs of modern time been inattentive
to his fame. Mr. Ellis selected much from his
songs and sonnets3, and Sir E. Brydges has re-
marked that his writings deserve every celebrity and
attention ®: but our late laureat has given the most
ample attestation to this ¢ first polite writer of love-
verses in our language *,” by devoting a whole section
of his third volume to the illustration of Surrey’s
poetic history.®> Dr. Anderson has added his re-
spectable testimony to that of Mr. Warton, in saying
that lord Surrey’s are not only the first, but are
equal to the best English love-verses; and in har-
mony of numbers, perspicuity of expression, and
facility of phraseology, approach so near the pro-
ductions of the present age, that they will hardly be

¢ See Specimens, vol. ii.

3 Theatrum Poetarum, p. 44.

¢ Hist of E.P. vol. iii. p. 27.

5 In R. Heron's Hist. of Scotland lord Surrey is slurred as a
writer of little poetical genius, who poured forth some few
ditties; but Dr. Henry has done our noble author more justice,
by observing that English poetry, till refined by Surrey, dege-
nerated into metrical chronicles or tasteless allegories. Hist. of
England, vol. xii. p. 293.
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a version of three Psalms, and five chapters from the
Ecclesiastes of Solomon. These have been reprinted
by Dr. Nott, in his very richly illustrated edition of
the works of Surrey, with two additional poems from
a MS. belonging to the duke of Devonshire, temp.
Hen. VIIL

His lordship’s blank verse translation of the second
and fourth books of Virgil, was thus entitled :

% Certaine Bookes of Virgiles Zneis turned into
English Metir, by the Right Honourable Lorde
Henry Earle of Surrey.” Lond. 1557, 4to.

A copy of this curious work is preserved in the
library of Dulwich college, and another in that of
Wadham college, Oxon? From the former of these
a reprint has been made, under the editorial care of
Dr. Percy, and it is hoped, will soon be given to the
public. Mr. Warton thinks it probable that lord
Surrey’s active situations of life alone prevented him
from completing a design of translating the whole
Zneid. This performance received an early com-
pliment from the translator of Palingenius :

The noble Henry Hawarde once
That raught eternall fame,

With mighty style did bryng a pece
Of Virgils work in frame, 4

3 A few specimens of this version are given by Mr. Warton
and Dr. Anderson,
+ Googe's Eglogs, Epytaphes, &c. 1563,
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owne wyll, that I had rather with favorable surmyses
obstynatly to stande to the defence of my follye, then
umbly to confesse the same, infected wythe anye suche
spote as He knowethe to whom ther is nothynge
unknowne, whoe preserve you to his pleasure!
Amen.” .

As bishop Percy’s edition® of the Sonnets of lord
Surrey is likely very soon to be in the hands of poetical
readers, a single specimen of his lordship’s versification
may suffice; in which the measure is correct, the lan-
guage polished, and the modulation musical.” -

A PRAISE OF HIS LOVE,

WHEREIN HE REPROVETH THEM THAT COMPARE THEIR
LADYES WITH HIS.

Give place, ye lovers, here before
That spent your bostes and bragges in vaine :
My ladie’s bewty passeth more
The best of yours, I dare wel saine,
Than doth the sunne the candle light,
Or brightest day the darkest night :

¢ [This edition had the fatality to perish, in the destructive fire
which took place at Mr. Nichols’ printing office, and four or five
copies only were preserved from the wreck, by previous pre-
sentation. For one of these the present editor is indebted to
the kindness of bishop Percy. Dr. Nott has supplied a valuable
substitution for this mischance.}

7 See Warton, ut sup.
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2+ - Amd thevete huth a troth s jast

¢:  Ashed Penclepe the faire; .

<. .. JFor what she sayth, ye may it tryst

.+ .- Asitby witing seslodl waze:

. Thlviipahnﬁhjue.

. Joould reherse, if that I wenld, .
.. Thewhele efloct of Nature’s plaint,
_ 'Whon sho had lost the perfite meuld,
™ ‘The ke to whom she could not paint :-
* " With wringyng handes how she did cry !

Aud what she ssid, Iknew ft, L

!Mﬁmﬂmﬂ.
Hor kingdors only st spart,
‘There was no Jeme by lawe of hinde .
" That could have gone 50 mpave-her hart :

" And this was chefely all her paine,
She could not make the like againe.

Sith Nature thus gave her the praise

To be the cheifest worke she wrought :
In faith, me thinke, some better ways

On your behalf might well be sought,
Than to compare, as ye have done,
To match the candle with the sun.)



EDMUND,
LORD SHEFFIELD.

O this lord little is recorded. He was made
a baron? by Edward VI, and had his brains
knocked out by a hutcher at an insurreétion
in Norfolk 3, to quell which, he attended the
marquis of Northampton.  Falling into a
ditch near Norwich, and raising his helmet to
show the rebels who he was, he was dispatched.
To this little, Bale * has added (what obliges
us to give him a place in this catalogue), that
- he wrote —
« A Book of Sounnets, in the Italian Man-

ner.” ‘
CERE———

[To lord Orford’s brief account of the catastrophe

which befel this nobleman, the following poetic illus-
tration cannot fail to be generally acceptable. I have

¢ [Of Butterwicke in Lincolnshire, 1547. See Beatson’s Po-
litical Index, vol.i. p.61.)

3 {A paper of directions from the lords of ghie couincil to the
earl of Shrewsbury, Aug. 3, 1549, records this event, and says,"
“ the lord Shéffeld, sir' John Cleere, and another gentilman
named Cornwales, were slayn in a skirmish with the rebells about
Norwich.”” Lodge’s lllustrations, vol. i. p. 153.)

¢+ P. 106.
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With beastly blow of boysterous byll
at hym (O Lorde) let dryve,

And clefte his head, and sayd therwith,
¢ ghalt thou be lefte alyve ?"—

O Lorde, that I had present ben,

" and Hector's force withall,

Before that from his carlysh hands

" ‘the cruell byll dydfall. '

Then shulde that peasaurit vylé have fett
the clap upon his crowne,

That shild have dazed his dogged hart
from dryvyng lordes adowne:

Then shuld my hands have saved thy lyfe,
good lord, whom deare I loved ;

Then shuld my hart, in doutfull case,
full well to the ben proved.

But all in vayne thy death I wayle,
thy corps in earth doth lye;

Thy kyng and countrey for to serve
thou didst not feare to dye.

Farewel, good lord, thy deth bewayle
all suche as well the knewe;

And everye man laments thy case,
and Googe thy death doth rewe.”

Fuller speaks of lord Sheffield’s great skill in music,
and intimates that he was direct ancestor to the hope-
ful earl of Mulgrave®, afterward duke of Bucking-
hamshire.] .

7 Eglogs, Epytapbes, &c. by B. Googe, 1563.
¢ Worthies of. Lincolnshire, p. 167.

x 2
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Yet God did call me, in my pryde

Leste I shulde fall, and from him slyde.

For whom he loves he muste correcte,

That they may be of his, electe. - _
Then death haste thee, thou shalt me gaine .
Immortallie with God to raigne. —

Lorde! sende the kyng like years as Noye 9,
In governinge thys realme in joye ;

And, after thys frayl lyfe, such grace,

That in thy blisse he maie find place !”

A copy of verses, said to be placed under a picture
of this nobleman, in the notes to Harington’s Ari-
osto, lib. xix. are printed in Nugae Antiquae 7, and are
more flattering to his character than history has been.
They conclude by lamenting, that .

« His blood was spilt, guiltless, without just cause.”

But Mr. Lodge, whose accuracy and whose can-
dour are above all suspicion, says, that he was con-
demiied “ after a very impartial trial in parliament.”
See Illustrations of British History, vol.i. p.1128,
where a letter is printed from the Talbot papers, and
here inserted :

¢ Sir Thomas Seymour to the Earl of Shrewsbury.

“ After my most hartie comendacions, thes shalbe
to certefie your lordshipp that the king’s majestes

¢ i. e. Noah.

7 In the same miscellany occurs an allegorii:al_.poem- of very
superior merit, entitled The Hospitable Oak, written on occasion
of lord Seymour’s full,

8 Also State Trials, vol. vii.

x 3
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suffer him to deprive his eldest son of his in-
heritance and titles, to humour a domineering
wife. Yet having the misfortune to fall by
the policy of a man more artful, more ambi-
tious, much less virtuous than himself (for
with all his faults he had many good qualities*),
he died lamented by the people, and even

¢ I choose to throw into a note a particularity on this head,
that it may be the more remarked. Great clamour was raised
against him for a merit of the most beautiful nature; this was
his setting up a court of requests within his own house; “ to hear
the petitions and suits of poor men ; and upon the compassion
he took of their oppressions, if he ended not their business, he
would send his letters to chancery in their favour.” Strype,
vol. ii, p.185. In times when almost every act of state was an
act of tyranny, how amiable does this illegal jurisdiction appear!
If princes who affect arbitrary power wolld exert it in this man-
ner, despotism would become the only eligible species of govern-
ment. To the disgrace of history, while there are volumes on
the destroyers of mankind, not ten lines are written on the life of
Mahomet Galadin emperor of Mogul, who gave audience twice
a day to his subjects ; and who had a bell which reached from his
own chamber to the street, at which the poor might ring for jus-
tice. At the sound of the bell he always went to, or sent for the
person who rung. The Benedictine who records this, says it is
not known of what sect he was. The wretched monk did not
perceive that this emperor was above all sects; that he was of
the* divine religion — Humanity. Vide Gen. Dict. vol. vii. [Why
“ wretched monk ?” says Mr. Cole. It was not his fortune to live
in this illuminated age, which has thrown off the shackles of
every system of religion. The monk surely deserves quarter
for his ignorance of this new philovophy. He erred with the
times.}
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God’s Assistance in the high Office of Pro-
tector and Governor, now committed to
him.”

Some of his letters are preserved in the li-
brary of C. C.C. Camb. and several among
the Harleian manuscripts.

A———

< —_—

[A favourable epitome of the duke of Somerset’s
character is drawn up by bishop Burnet, in his His-
tory of the Reformation, vol. i.; and a more extended
account of him may be seen in Hayward’s Ed. VI.
or in Strype’s Memorials.

He was made earl marshal of England during life by
the young infant his nephew, in 1 Edw. VL. * (1541);
was raised to the dukedom in 1547 ; and lost his head
January 18, 1551.

In Sloane manuscript, No. 1528, a page of precep-
tive sentences is ascribed to ¢ the Seymors,” in the
reign of Edward the sixth, and most of them seemed
to merit transcription. I will annex a portion.

¢¢ Affection shall lead me to court, but I'll take
care that interest keeps me there. .

¢ In the throng of courtiers there are but three
steps to raise a man to observation: 1. Some peculiar
sufficiency ; 2. Some peculiar exploit ; 8. An especiall
freind.

¢ Howard Anecdotes, p. 199,
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learning, of which (with herself) there were
no less than four authoresses in three de-
scents, as will appear by this short table, and
by the subsequent account of those illustrious
ladies.

THO. FITZ-ALAN EARL OF ARUNDEL,
Margarct Widville.

William, Joanna,
G. Ld. Bergavenny,

Henry—I Mary Arundel,
2 Catherine Grey,
!
Joa!ma, Mary,
Lord Lumley. T.D. of Norfolk.

[Lord Orford was afterwards induced to think, that
the lady Bergavenny he has here described was not
Joanna Fitz-Alan, but her daughter-in-law, lady
Frances Manners, daughter of Thomas earl of Rut-
land, and wife of Henry lord Bergavenny.®

Herbert inclined lord Orford to this opinion, from
having stated that the following work was licensed to
Hugh Jackson the printer, in 1577:?

¢ Precious Perles of perfect Godlines, &c. begun
by lady Frances Aburgauenny, and finished by John
Phillip.”

¢ -See Works, vol. i. p. 535. t Typogre Antiq. vol.ii. p. 1134.
Y3
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No thought let there arise in me
Contrarie to thy statutes ten ;

Ever let me most mindfull be
Still for to praise thy name: Amen.

“ As of my soule, so of my bodie,
Be thou my guider, O my God!
Unto thee onlie I do crie,
Remove from me thy furious rod.
Graunt that my head may still devise
All things that pleasing be to thee;
Unto mine eares, and to mine eies,
Ever let there a watch set bee,
None ill that they may heare and see;
No wicked deede let my hands do,
In thy good paths let my feete go.” 4]

N —-

spenser into the Fanes, by her marriage with Thomas Fane of
Baddishall, in Kent. She died June 28, 1626. Sce the casc in
Collins’s Baronies in Fee,

+ Monument of Matrones, p.2185.

Y 4
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when she made her public entry into the
Tower.?

Of this lovely scholar’s writing we have —

« Four Latin Epistles,”
three to Bullinger, and one to her sister the
lady Catharine; printed in a book called,
«¢ Epistolaz ab Ecclesiee Helvetice Reforma-
toribus, vel ad eos scriptee,” &c. Tiguri,
1742, 8vo. The fourth was written the night
before her death, in a Greek Testament, in
which she had been reading, and which she
sent to her sister.

¢ Her Conference with Feckenham, Abbot
of Westminster, who was sent to convert her
to Popery.”” 4

¢ A Letter to Dr. Harding, her Father’s
Chaplain, who had apostatized.”*

« A Prayer for her own Use during her Im-
prisonment.” ¢

duchess. 5. If, however, Charles Brandon’s first marriage should
be deemed null, there is no such plea to be made in favour of the
duchess Frances berself, Henry duke of Suffolk, father of Jane,
being actually married to the sister of the earl of Arundel, whom
he divorced without the least grounds, to make room for his mar-.
riage with Frances.

9 Strype’s Memorials, vol. iii. p. 2.

¢ Ballard, p. 105. and the Harleian Miscellany.

5 Printed in the Pheenix, vol. ii. p. 2s.

o Vide Fox’s Acts and Monuments.
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descent than by her extraordinary accomplishments ;
and these were adorned with such sweetness of tem-
per and innate goodness of heart, as rendered her the
delight and wonder of all who knew her.* Under the
tuition of bishop Elmer she made a surprising progress
in arts and sciences, and could express herself very
properly in the Latin and Greek tongues. We are
assured by Ascham, that she wrote in the Latin with
great strength of sentiment; and we are informed by
her contemporary sir Thomas Chaloner?, that she
was well versed in Hebrew, Chaldee, Arabic, French,
and Italian; that she played well on instrumental
music, wrote a curious hand, and was excéllent at her
needle ; and with all these rare endowments, was of &
mild, humble, and modest spirit. Fuller adds®, that
she had the ¢ innocency of childhood, the beauty of
youth, the solidity of middle, the gravity of old age,
and all at eighteen ; the birth of a princess, the learn-
ing of a clerk, the life of a saint, yet the death of a
malefactor for her parents’ offences.”

Ascham, who was queen Elizabeth’s language-
master, thus describes this pattern of every female
excellence, as Mr. Seward justly termed lady Jane
Grey:  Aristotle’s praise of women is perfected in
her. She possesses good manners, prudence, and a
love of labour. She possesses every talent, without
the least weakness of her sex. She speaks French and
Italian as well as she does English. She writes readily

4 Ballard, p. 98.
5 Strype’s Memoirs, vol. iii.
¢ Holy State, p. 511.
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THOMAS,
LORD VAUX OF HARWEDON.

[Nxcuous lord Vaux? the ambassador, had long
been confounded with his son, Thomas lord Vaux the
poet. Edwards in his Paradise of dainty Devises,
or Puttenham in his Art of Poesie, seem to have given
rise to this error, which was continued by Phillips and
Wood, and adopted by lord Orford. To the acumen
of Dr. Percy we are indebted for its detection?, in the
year 1765; and his opinion has been followed by
Mr. Warton, by Mr. Ellis, and by Mr. Ritson. The
latter indeed has proceeded a step farther, and assigns
a place among our poets to William, the son of Tho-
mas lord Vaux; but his assignment does not appear
to have the warrant of confirmed authority. ¢
Thomas lord Vaux of Harwedon, was eldest son
to Nicholas, the first lord, by his second wife Anne,
daughter of Thomas Greene, of Green’s Norton, in
Northamptonshire, esq. He was fourteen years old
at the death of his father, which happened on the

¢ Among the Cottoniun MSS. is a letter from sir Nicholas
Vaux to cardinal Wolsey, about the preparation at Guines,
May 18, 1520, and another from sir Thomas Vaux to the duke
of Norfolk, reporting queen Catherine’s protestation against re-
linquishing the title of queen, April 18, 1533.

3 Reliques, vol. iii. p. 336, first edit.

+ See Bibliographia Poetica, p. 379; and Specimens of Eng.
Poetry, vol. ii. p. 83.

z 2
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Dr. Percy and Mr. Ellis, in their highly valuable
Selections of early English Poetry, have printed ¢ the
Assault of Cupid,” and the ¢ Dyttye, or Sonet made
by the Lorde Vaus in Time of the noble Queene
Marye, representinge the Image of Deathe;” of which
a copy occurs in Harl. MS. 1708. They are not,
therefore, inserted in the present work. But it may
not be superfluous to remark, of the latter production,
that the popular notion of lord Vaux’s having com-
posed it upon his death-bed, was discredited by Gas-
coigne in 1575, and is neither supported by its manu-
script or printed title, which runs, ¢ The aged Lover
renounceth Love.”

In the Paradise of dainty Devises, 1596, there are
ten pieces attributed to lord Vaux. One of those is
here extracted from that scarce miscellany, on the
supposition that it has not been republished :

“ NO PLEASURE WITHOUT SOME PAINE.

¢ How can the tree but waste and wither away,
That hath not some time comfort of the sunne ?
How can that flower but vade and soone decay,
That alwaies is with darke clouds over runne?
Is this a life? — Nay; death you may it call
That feeles each paine, and knowes no joy at all.

“ What foodelesse beast can live long in good plight?
Or is it life where sences there be none ?
Or what availeth eies, without their sight ?
Or els a tongue to him that is alone ?
Is this a life? — Nay ; death you may it call
That feeles each paine, and knowes no joy at all.
z3
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« The History of Paulus Jovius.”?

« History of the Pope’s Ill-treatment of the
Emperor Frederick, translated from the Latin
of Massuetius Salernitanus.””?

¢¢ Plutarch’s Life of Theseus ;*’ dedicated to
Henry the eighth.

«¢ Plutarch’s Lives of Scipio and Hannibal.”

¢¢ Plutarch’s Life of Paulus Amiliys.”?

« John de Turre cremat4, his Exposition of
the xxx1v. Psalm.”

And there is in the same collection, a book
entitled,

« Expositio in Psalterium ;”
in which is written ¢ Henricus Parker, eques,
baro Morley, hunc codicem dono dedit Domi-
ne Marie, regis Henrici VIII. filie.”

In an old catalogue of a sale of books I
found this article : ¢

¢« Lyff of the good King Agesilaus, wretten
by the famous Clerke Plutarche, in the Greke

9 [Vid. Bibliotheca Norfolciana, p. 126, 1681, 4to.)

¢ Tanner, p. 573. [Bp. Tanner’s information was inaccurate:
the story of the emperor Frederick is professedly translated from
the Italian novels of Masuccio; and is the 49th of Part V. as Mr.
Douee hes intimated.)

3 MS.in the Bodl. Library. Vid. Tan. ib.

4 [It occurs in Osborn’s Cat. for 175¢, No. 18157, says Dr.
Lort. InMaunsell’s Cat. of books in Divinity, 1595, there occurs

@ Sermon on the 91st Psalm, sscribed to Heary Parker, Lord
Morley.] '
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with that which was divine, and therefore worthily
characterized to be wir literis clarus, ac generis nobi-
litate conspicuus.” It is a stronger proof of his piety
than his taste, adds Warton, that he sent as a new
year’s gift to the princess Mary, Hampole’s Com-~
mentary upon Seven of the first Penitential Psalms.®
The manuscript with his epistle prefixed °, is in the
royal manuscripts of the British Museum. The
authors he translated show his track of reading. He
seems to have been a rigid Catholic, retired and stu-
dious. But we should not forget his attention to the
classics, and that he translated also Tully’s Dream of
Scipio, and three or four lives of Plutarch, although
not immediately from the Greek.? '

Mr. Waldron has printed, in his collection of scarce
and curious tracts entitled The Literary Museum,
“ De Preclaris Mulieribus ; that is to say, in Englyshe,
Of the ryghte renoumyde Ladyes.” Translated from
Boccace, and dedicated to king Henry the eighth by
Henry Parker, knight, lord Morley. The specimen
given by the careful editor is from a manuscript on
vellum?, which is supposed to have been the present-
ation copy to the king, and cannot be deemed incu-
rious. The dedicatory epistle, being his lordship’s
own composition, is here extracted.

¢ To the moste hygh, moste puysante, moste ex-

7" Athen. Oxon. vol. . col. 53.

» Bibl. Reg. 18 B. xxi.

v This epistle does not appear in Reg. MS. 18 B. xxi.

2 Warton, ut sup.

' Lately in the library of James Bindley, esq. M. A. and F.8. A,
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whether it were by the straynge nationes, that they
were mynglede with all, or otherwise; at the laste,
theimselfs that accomptyde all other nationes barba-
rouse, oonely the Greakes excepte, by the space of
sex or sevene hundrithe yeres, were as barbarouse as
the best. Thys contynuynge so long a time, that in
processe aboute the yere of our Lorde God, a thousand
foure hundrith, in the tyme of the flowre and honour
of prynces, kynge Edwarde the thyrde of that name,
holdynge by ryghte the septre of thys imperiall realme,
as your grace nowe dothe, there sprang in Italy three
excellente clerkes.

¢ The fyrst was Dante ; for hys greate learnynge in
hys mother tunge, surnamyde dygyne Dante: surely
not without cause. For it is manyfest, that it was
true whiche was graven on hys tumbe, that hys mater-
nal eloquens touchede so nyghe the pryke, that it
semyde a myracle of nature. And for.because, that
one shuldnot thynke I do feyne, I shall sett the wordes
in the Italiane tunge, whiche is thys:

DANTE alegra son Minerva obscura

De arte & de intelligentia nel au ingenio.
Le elegantia matna ai*ose al scengo;
Que se tient pour miracol de natura. 4

¢« The next unto thys Dante was Frauncis Petrak,
that not onely in the Latyne tunge, but also in swete
ryme is so extemyde, that unto thys present tyme, un-

4 Dante composed his own epitaph in Latin, very different
from this, which looks like a gallimawfry of Latin, Italian, and
French.
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mervelouse vertue of theyr oune sexe, to the laude
perpetuall of theym. And albeit, as Bocas wrytethe
in hys proheme, he menglyssheth sum not verey chaste
emongste the goode : yet hys honeste excuse declarethe
that he dyd it to a goode entent, that all ladyes and
gentlewomen, seynge the glorye of the goode, may be
steryde to folowe theym ; and seynge the vyce of sum,
to flee theym. Whiche saide worke, my moste noble
and gratiouse sovereyne lorde, as farr as it gothe, I
have drawne into our maternall tonge, to presente the
same unto your imperiall dignyte thys newe-yeres
day. Praynge to Chryste Jhesu to teche that right
Christen hande of yours to batell agaynste youre aun-
cyente gmnemyes, that they may knowe that HE
whiche is the way and the truethe, helpythe your ex-
ellencye in your truethe. So that they may fall, and
youe to ryse in honour, victory, and fame, above all
kynges that is, hathe bene, or shalbe. Amen.?

In the Cottonian MS. Titus B. IL is a letter from
lord Morley to his loving wife, dated Bruges, May
11, 1571, which contains some severe reflections on
the simulation of lord Burleigh. The following epi-
taph by his lordship is printed in Leigh’s Accedence
of Armorie, 1597.

ON SIR THOMAS WEST, BARON OF GRISLRY, LORD
LAWARRE, AND K. G.

Vertue, honestie, liberalitie, and grace,
And true religion, this seelie grave doth hold;
I do wish that all our great men would

In good, follow this noble barons trace,
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Ashmole MSS. are two short moral poems.. One of
them has been printed in Mr. Bliss’s edition of the
Athengse Oxon. and the other in Dr. Nott’s Memoirs
of the Earl of Surrey.]

earle of Arundel.” Dr. Nott has reprinted an entire canto of it,
in his Appendix to the Works of Surrey.
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ligi potest, quid in hac vita faciendum, quidque fugi-
endum est. Quod cum ita sit, obsecro dominationem
tuam, ut illas quasi judicia officii erga te mei, et
feelicissimum non hujus tantum anni, sed totius vitae
tuee cursus omen accipias.

¢ Filia tua dominationi tuee deditissima,

¢ MaR1A NORFFOLKE.”]

END OF THE FIRST VOLUME.






