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An exaB account ofthe Cruel Opprejfions

andTerfeditions of the French Prote-

ftants.

TH E Cruelties exerciVd of late on the Protectants

in Frame, do appear fo deteftable to all, who have

not diverted themfelves of Humanity, mat no won-
der the Authors of them ufe their utmoft endeavours

to leflen what they cannot conceal. Were not this

worfe than barbarous ufage, a project of a long contrivance, a
Man might for Charity '.s lake, fbppofe this their palliating it,

to be an acknowledgment of their own difpleafure at it. How-
ever, their boldnefs is inexcufable, who fhall endeavour to im-

pofe on the World in matters' known ; not by Gazetts y and
News-letters, but by an infinite number of Fugitives of all Con-
ditiom^ who have nothing left but Tears and Miferies to bring

along with them into foreign Nations. 'Tis certainly too bar-

barous to opprefs innocent People in their own Country j and
afterwards to ftifle their complaints in. other places where they

are driven; and by this means deprive them of a companion
which the bare inftincts of nature never refufe to the miferable.

Yet this is the courfe our perfecutors of France have held } their

r-nelty mu'ft be attended with Import ures, tha the milchiefs

•vhich they have acted may pafs undifcovered. t

I think we fhould be much to blame, if we fuflfer them to

go on in this fecond defign, as they have done in the htft ; and
therefore we fhall choofe fome principal irirtances, whereon we
fhall make fuch reflections, as thereby to judge with greater evi-

dence and exactnefs on the whole proceeding. ' And as we fhall

offer nothing but what fhall be perfectly true ; fo we fhall ad-

vance nothing in our reflections, but what all the world of rea-

fonable people will allow.
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To begin with matters of Fact .- There's h© body but knows,

that a -while after his-prefect Majefty of Frame came to the
Crown, there arofe in theKingdom a Givil War ; which proved
fo fharp and defperate, as. brought the State within an hairs

breadth of utter ruine. 'Tis alio known, that in die midft of
all thefe troubles, thofeof the Reformed Religion kept their

Loyalty in Co inviolable- a manner, and attended it with fuch a

^eaFaM^extfaofdmafy fervour,' that the King"found' himfelf ob-

liged to give publick marks of it, by a Declaration: made at St.

Oermains^ in the year 16^1. Then as well at Court, as in the

Field, each drove to proclaim louden1 the deferts of the Refor-

ming j and the Queen Mother her {elf readily acknowledged,

That,they had preferved the State : This is known by all, but

'twill hardly be believed, though it be too true, w(iat out Ene-

mies themfelves an hundred times told us ; and which the fequel

has but too fhrewdly confirmed, that this was prccifely the prin-

cipal and moll: efTcntial caufe of our ruine ; aj#l of all the mif-

chiefs which we have fince fufTered. Endeavours were ufed to

envenom all thefe important Services in the Kings and his Mini-

fters minds, by perfwading them^ that if in this occafion, this

party coula cpnlerve the State; this fhewed, they could likewiie

overthrow it, fhould they have ranked themfelves on the other

.fide; and might (till do it, when fueh alike occafion ftiould offer

likli. That therefore this party rriu-ft be fupprelTed, and the

good they have done no longer regarded; but as an indication

v<rf the mifchief, which they may one day be capable of doing,

This Diabolical reasoning, which hinders Subjects from [erving

their Prince^ to avoid drawing on themfelves chaftifements, in-

'tod of recompencesj was reliuYd as a piece of moft refined

Policy. For as foori as the Kingdom was fettled in Peace, the

defign was advanced of deffroying the Reformifts ; ;and the bet-

ter to make them comprehend that their Zeal had ruined them,

the Cities which had fliewed molt of k^ were firft begun with.

Immediately then, on flight pretences, they fell on Rochel, Mra-
laubon* and Milan ; three Towns, where thofe of the Reformed
Religion had mqft fignalized themfelves -for the interefis of the

Court •, Kochel underwent an infinite number of prefcripnons,

Montaubon and Milan were fackt by the Soldiers. But thefe

being but particular ftroaks and meer preludes, which decided

nothing, they tarried not long before they made appear the great

and
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and general Machins, they were to ufe in the carrying on of their

intended defign to the laft extremity. 'Twiil be a difficult mat-

ter to give an exaft account of thefe feveral methods: For never

humane malice produced fuch multiplicity d( them ; every day

brought forth new ones for twenty years together. To take only

notice of the chief of thcm^ which were, Firft, Law Suits in

Courts of Juftice. Secondly , Deprivations from all kinds of

Offices and Employs -, and in general, of all ways of fub finance.

Thirdly, The infraction of Edicts, under the notion of Explica-

tions of them. Fourthly,New Laws and Orders. Fifthly, Juggles

and amufing Tricks. Sixthly, The animating of People, and in-

fpiring them with hatred againft us*. Thefe are the mod conside-

rable means, which the perfecqA^ have employed to attain

their ends, during feveral years }T fay, during feveral years';

for what they defigned, beingno eafie matter, they needed there-

fore time, toorder their Eriginsj not to take notice of their

Traverfes and Interruptions by forrain Wars.; yet whofe fuccefc

have not a little contributed to encreafe their Courage, and con-

firm them in the defign which they had againft us.

The jM of thefe means has had an infinite extent Wefhould
begin with the recital of all' the Condemnations of Churches,

or fuppreflions of exercifes of Religion, and all the other vexa-

tions which have hapned by the eftablifhing of CommifTaries

;

this was a Snare dexteroufly laid immediately after the Treaty
of the PicemeS) the King under pretence of repairing the Edict

of Ztok\ feat.them in the Provinces. The Roman Catholic

Commiflary was every where his MajefKes Intcndant ; who was
beiurea fit man for the purpofe,armed with the Royal Author^
ty, and who was well inftru&ed in the fecret Aim. The other,

was, either fome hungry Officer, a Slave to the Court, or fome
poor Gentleman, who had ufually neither Intelligence requifitc

in thefe fort of Affairs, nor the liberty of fpeakingnis Sentiments.

The Clergy had fet them up ; He was their Ambulatory "Spirit.

The Syndi'cks were received before them as formal parties in

all our Affairs; the affignations were given in their name, the

Profecutions alfo i and as well the Difcords of the Commiffa-
ries, as the Appeals from their Ordinances, muft be finally de-
cided in the Kings Council.

Thus in general, all the rights of the Churches,fortheexercIfes

ofRcligion,thc burving placcsjand all fuch dependancics, were cal-

Ai led
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led into a revievv,and confequently expofed to the freflipurfuitsof

ihe Clergy,and the ill intention of the Judges. In which there was
not the lead dram of Equity; for the Edict having bin once
executed, according to the intention of him that made it, there

needed no fecond touches; it being moreover, wholly unlikely

thofe of the reformed Religion, who had bin ever in the King-

dom the fuft'ering party, could ufurp any thing therein ; and ex-

tend its limits beyond: what belong'd to them. But there were

other defigns in hand than the providing againfi: the Contraven-

tions, and therefore by this order, the greaterl part of the

Churches cited for the j unifying of their Rights, faw themfelves

foon condemned one after another, by Decrees ofCouncil, how

food and fufficient foe\%^jfheir Titles and Defences were,

carcely paffed a Week ,
; Wherein thefe kind of Decrees were

not made; and if it hapned, that the Modefiy of the Judges
feved any ofthem, by the great evidence of their Right, as this

fometimes hapned 5 beftdesthat, the number was fmall,nn com-
panion of thofe condemned, the Judges often received order to

condemn them,, when the] fhewed they could not inConfcience

do it.

But the Oppreflions of this kind, did not terminate in the bare

condemnation of Churches; for particular Perfons had their

part. , In ordinary and civil Affairs, where the matter concerned

a piece of Land, perhaps, a Houfe, a Debt between a Roman
Catholick and a Perfon of our Religion ; Religion was to be fare

always one of the chief Heads of the Accufation*, The Monks,
the EmiharieSj the ConfefTors, and all the whole Tribe of that

Crew, interefled themfelves jn the Affain In Courts of Juftice,

all the cry was, / -plead againfl an Heretic^,"I have to do\with a

Man of a Religion odious to the State-, and which the King would

have extirpated. By this means, there wasrio longer any Juftice

to be expected) few Judges were proof againfl: this falfe Zeal,

for fear of drawing the Fury of the whole Cabal againft him, or

paffing for a favourer of Hereticks. 'Tis not to be imagined

how-many unjuft Sentences thefe fort of Prejudices have given,

in all the Courts of the Kingdom; and how many mens Fami-

lies have bin ruined by them: .When any one complained, the

Anfwer was ready, Tou have the remedy in ymr own hands-, why

do you nttturn Catholic^

Yet all this had bin nothing, had the Perfeeution kept here,

and



and not proceeded to fatten on the Reputation, the Liberty, and

even the very Lives of Pcrfbns, by a general inundation" ("as a

man may term k ) of criminal Precedes; Writings were Printed

at Paris, and lent from thence to all Cities and Pariflies of the

Kingdom, which impowred the Curates, Churchwardens and

others, to make an exa£t enquiry into whatfoever the pretended

Reforming might have done, or faid for twenty years paft, as

well on the fubject of Religion as otherwife, to make Informati-

on of this -before the Juflices of the Place ; and punifh them with*

out remiffion. So. have we&en for feveral years, in execution of

thefe Orders, the Priibns every where fill'd with thefe kind of

Criminals; neither werefalle Witnefies lacking ; and that which

was mod horrible, was, that though the Judges were convinced

they were Knights of the Poft, yet they maintained .them, and

carryM them throw fuch Points, as they knew to te uhtme. They
condemned innocent and vertuous Perlons to' be whipt , to the

Gallies, to banifliment and publick Penances. And if a Spark

of Honor Or Confcience, at any time hindred them, yec there

was always at lcaft an impunity for the falie Witnefs.

This kind of PerfeCution fell chiefly on the Ministers •, for of a
longtime they might net Preach, without having for Auditors,cr

to fpeak better, Obfervarors, a;Troop of Priefts,ivlonks and Mif-

iionaries, and fuch kind of People, who made no fcruple to charge

them with things, which they not fb much as thought of; and
tarn others into acontrary meaning. They alfo went fcrfar as to

deyine the Thoughts, to make Crimes; for as fooh as ever any
Minifter Ipake of Egypt, Pharaoh; the Ifraelites of good or bad
People, fas 'tis difficult not to fpeak of thefe matters, when they

explained the Scripture ) Thefe Spies never failed to report, that

by Egypt, and the wicked, they meant the Catholicks, and by thcr

Ijraelites, the pretended Reformifk The Judges concerned them-

felves in this, and what is mod ftrange,the minlfrers ofState them-
selves refpe£ted thefe Interpretations of thoughrs, as evident Proofs.

On thefe grounds, the JVlagiftrates filled the Prifons whith thefe

kind of poor People, keeping them therein for whole years toge-

ther, and often inHiclcd on them feveral corporal Penalties.

'Tis already feenby this firft kind of Perfecution, what were

the Ufages fhewed in France to the Reformifls before they came
to the utmoft violence. $ut we fhall fee them appear more, in

what we have to add, touching the privation of Offices and Em-
ploys*,
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ploys, and in general, of the means of gaining a livelihood*
which' is the iecend way we mentioned, that has been ufed to

dfc& ourRuine. 'Tis not hard .to comprehend, that in a great

Kingdom, as Fraxce ta,. where the Proteftants were difperfed

over all parts, there were an infinite number, who could notfub-
fift nor maintain their Families, but by the liberty of fervingthe
publick, either in Offices, .Arts, Trades, or Faculties, each ac-

cording to his Calling. Henry the great, was fo well convinced
of the neceffity and- juftice of this, that he made it an express

Article, the molt diftin£t perhaps and formal, of all contained in

his Edi£t : And therefore 'twas here the Perfecutors thought them-
felves obliged to ufe their utmoft endeavours. In this regard,

they began with the Arts and Trades ; which under feveral pre-

tences, they rendered almoft inaccelhble to the Proteftants3by the
difficulties of arriving to the mallei (hip of them, and bytheex-
ceilive Expences, they muft be at to be received therein, there

being no candidate, hut was forced for this purpoie to maintain
Law Suits, under the weight of which, they for the mod parr

fell, not being able to hold them out. But this not being fuffici-

ent,;bya Declaration made mi66g» they were reduced to one
•third, in theTowns where the ProteJiants were mote in number
than the other Inhabitants-, and they were forbidden to receive

any therein till this diminution wa< made, which at one ftroke

excluded all thepretenders.

Some time afterthey abfolutely drove all the Reformifts frorn,

the GonfuHhips, and 'all other Municipal Officers of the Cities,

which wasincfTed the depriving themof the Knowledg oftheir

Proper Ahairs, and Interefts, to inveft wholly the Catholics

with them.

In i(58o. the King iffued out an Order, which deprived them
in general of all kind of Offices and Employs, from thegreateft

to the fmalleft:, They weremade incapable fomuch as to ex-

crcife any Employ in the Cuftom-Houfes, Guard, Treafury, cr

Poit-Officcs; to beMefTengers, Coach-Men, or Waggoners, or

•any thing of this nature.

.

In the year 168 1. by a Decree of Council, all Notaries, At-

torneys,.Solicitors, ancl Sergeants, making Profefiion of the Re-
formed Religion, were rendered uncapable throughout all the

rKingdom. A Year after, all Lords and Gentlemen of the Refor-

-med Religion were ordered to difcharge their .Officers and Ser-

vants
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vantsofche (aid Religion,and not make ufe'of them in any caic>

without other reafou than that of their Religion.

In 1683. all Officers belonging to the Kings Houfhold, and
thofe of the Princes of the Blood, were alfo rendred uncapable

of holding their Places. The Councedors and other Officers of

dyds, and Chambers of accounts, and thofe of Senefchalfhip,

Bailywicks, and Royalties, Admiralty, Provoftfhips, and Mar-
tini's -Courts, Treafury Excife, and others, who belonged to the

Toll-Offices, and fuch like bufinelTes, were ordered to leave theic

Places in favour of the Catholicks.

In 1684. all Secretaries belonging to the King and Great Offi-

cers of France, as well Titulary, as Honorary ones, and their

"Widows, were deprived by a Revocation of all their . .PrivL-

ledgesof what nature foever chay were., They aifo deprived, ail

thofe that had purchafed any Priviiedges for the exerciiing ofany
Profeftions^ as Merchants, Surgeons, Apothecaries, and Vint-

ners, and all Others, without exception.

Nay, they proceeded to this exx:ej$,
(
tr)a,t .they would not fuffer

any Midwives of the Refolded Religion to do their Office, .and

cxpreily ordained for the future, qur Wives ftoyld receive ho aii-

filtance in that Condition, but from Rowan Catholicks.
5

Tis

not to be expreft how many particular Peifons and Families chey

reduced every where, bv rhefe Orange and }*aHe#rdof Methods,,

to Ruineand Mifery. Biit becaufe there Were 'yet many which
could-iliftainrthemfelves ; other Methods of Opjveflion mnft be

invented : To this end they ifTued out an Edict from the Council
by which the new Converts, as they call them, were difcharged

from any payments of their Debts for three years. This, for the

mod part, fell on theReformifts, who, having had a more parti-

cular Tye of Intereft and Affair with thefe pretended Converts,

feecaiife
J

.6f their Communion of Religion, were reckoned amongtt
their Chief Creditors ':; By this Order they had found the fecrct

to recompenfe thofe that changed, at the charge of thofe who
continued firm : and this they did likewife by another way ; for

"they difcharged the Converts of all the Debts, which thofe of

'the Religion had contracted in common, which by confequence

Tell on the reft. Add to this, the prohibition to fell or alienate

their Eftates, on any Pretence whatever, the King annulling and
breaking all Contracts, .and other afts relating to that matter.-

if it did not appear, that after thefe A&s, they had (fayed in the

King-
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Kingdom a whole Year : fo that thelaft Remedy of helping

themfelves with their Elates in extream Neceility., was taken

from them. "They deprived them likewife of another, which
feemed the only one remaining, which was, to feek their Bread
eltewhere, by retiring into other Countries, there to get their

Living by Labour, fince this was not permitted them in Franc?.

By repeated Edicls the-King forbad them to leave his Kingdom,
on fevere Penalties,- which drove them to the lafl: Deipair ; fince

they: faw themfelves reduced to the horrible neceility of ' dying

with Hunger in their own Countrey, without daring to go to live

elfewhere. But the. Cruelty of their Enemies ftopt not here,

for there yet remained fome Gleanings in the Provinces, though
very few, and as thin asthofe in Pharaoh's Dream- The Intendants

in their Diftri&s had order to load the Reformed with Taxes,

which they did, either by laying upon them the Tax of the New
Catholicks, who were discharged thereof on favour of their Con-
verficn, or by laying exorbitant Taxes, which they called Du-
ties, that is to fay, he who in the ordinary Roll was aifefTed .at

Forty or Fifty Livers, was charged by this Impofitiori at Scycn

or Eight Hundred* Thus had they nothing more left, for' all was

a Prey to the Rigour of the Intendants. They railed their Tax-
es by the effectual quartering -of Dragoons, or Imprifonment,

fheie were the two firft Engms or Machins which the Clergy

made ufc of againfl: us i 'To wliich 1 they added a Third, which we
have termed the Infractions of the Edict of Nantes , under pre-

tence of Explication.' Thofe who would know their Number
and Quality , need only read the Books written 'and published

ou chisSuhjeQ: ; as" well by the Jefuite Menlet , an Author Fa-

mous for his lihiiions , as by one Beandrd 3 an Officer in the Prefi-

dial Court of Befier in Languedorc. There you will find all the

turns, which the meaneft and mon; unworthy Sophiftry could in-

vent, to elude the cleai eft Texts of the Edict, and to corrupt the

,Sinarky thereof. But becaufe we do here give you only a brief

Account of our Troubles, we will content our felves with ob-

ferving fome of the Principal, 'iiTuing from this Fountain: What
.was there , for Example, more clear and unqueftionable in the

1 Edict than this 5 3&. That 'twas given with an Intention to main-

. tain thofe of the Religion, in all the Rights that Nature and Civil

Society
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Society give to Men. Yet in 1681. there came out an Edict, that

Children might at the Age of Seven Years, abjure the Reformed
Religion, and embrace the Catholick, under pretence, that the

Edict did not precifely mark, that at this Age they fhould con-

tinue 3t their Parents Diipofai. Who fees not that this was a

meer trick, feing that on one hand, the Edict forbad to take the

Children from their Parents by force, or fair means: and on the

other hand , the Edict fuppofed and confirmed all the Natural

Rights , of which , without Controverfie , this is one of the

moft inviolable. Was thereever a more maniieft Infraction of

the Edid, than that, which forbad thofe of the Proteftant Reli-

gion, who had p.iffed over to the Roman, to return to that they

had left, under pretence , that the Edict did not formally give

them in exprefs Terms this Liberty. For when the Edict permits

generally all the Kings Subjects Liberty of Ccnfcience , and for-

bids the perplexing and troubling them , and offering any thing

contrary to this Liberty. Who fees not that this Exception,
touching the pretended Relapfers, isfo far from being an Explica-

tion of the Edict, that 'tis a notable violation of it.

Whereunto we may add the charge given to the Roman Ca-
tholicks not to change their Religion , and embrace the Reform-
ed. For when the Edict gives Liberty of Confcience, at does it in

proper Terms, for all thofe, who are, and fhall be of the faid Re-
ligion. Yet if we believe the Clergy , this was not Henry the

Great's meaning , intending only to grant it to thofe, who made
Profeflion of it, at the time of the making his Edict. That of

Nantes gave alfo to the Reformed , the priviledges of keeping

fmall Schools in all places , where they had the Exercife oftheit

Religion , and by this Term of fmall or little Schools, accord-

ing to thecommon explication, thofe were always underftood
,

where one might teach Latin and Humanity. This is theSence,

which has been ever given in all the Kingdom , to this Expreffi-

on, which is (fill given when it concerns the Roman Cathoiicks.

Yet by a new Interpretation , this permillion was restrained to

the bare Liberty of teaching to read, andwrite, as if the Refor-
med were unworthy to learnany more 5 and this on purpofe, to

tire out the Parents , and drive them to this extremity , either

not to know what to do with their. Children, or be forced to

fend them to the Roman Cathoiicks for Education.

B The
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The Editt gave them the liberty in all places where they had
Churches, to inftrucl: publickly their Children, and others, m
what concerns Religion , which vilibly eftablifht the Right of

teaching them Theology, (being their Theology is nothing elfe

but this Religion. And as to Colleges, wherein they might be

inftru£tcd in Liberal Sciences, the Edi6t promifed Letters Pattents

in good form. Yet 'cwas fuppofed the Edict gave no right to the

I^eiorrned to MOsriid them in Theology, nor to have Colleges,

and on this Suppcfiriqn, three Academies were condemned , all

that remained. That of Sedan, although grounded on a parti-

cular Edict, was fuppreft as the reft, and even before them.

But we mud: go further, and feeing we have undertake^ to

(hew in this Abridgment, the principal things they have done to

exercife our Patience, before they came to the utmoft Fury. We
are not to pafsover the new Orders, or new Laws, which were

to us as fo many new Inventions to torment us. T he firft ofthefe

Orders, which appeared, was touching the manner of Buryals,

and entering the Dead. The number of Attendants were redu-

ced to thirty Perfons in tho'fe places where the Exercife of our

Religion was actually eftablifhed, and to ten where it was 'not.

Orders were alfoilTued out to hinder the Communication of Pro-

vinces with one another, by Circulary Letters, or otherwife;

though about matters of Alms and difpofal of Charity. Prohibi-

tions were liketvife made of holding Colloquies in the Interval of

Synods, excepting in two Cafes, the providing for Churches de-

ftitute by the Deaths of their Minifters; and the Correction of

fome Scandals. They likewife took away from thofe places., al-

lowed by the Edict, which they caL'd Exercifes de fief, all the

Marks of the Temples, as the Bell, the Pulpit, and other things

of this Nature. They were likewife forbidden to receive their

Minifters in Synods to have any deciding Voice there, or to note

them in the Catalogue of thofe that belong'd to Churches-Others

forbad the lmging of Pfalms in private. Houfes, as alfo fome that

commanded them to ceafe finging even in their Temples when
the Sacrament pafted by, or at the time of any Proceffion. Others

were made to hinder Marriages, fuch times as were forbidden

by the Romifb Church. Others forbad Minifters to Preach any

where, except in the place of their ufual Refidence. Others for-

bad their fctling in places, unlefs fent by the Symds, though the

Confiftories had call'd them thither according to their ufual forms.

Others
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Others were made to hinder the Synods from fending to any

Churches more Minifters than were there in the preceding Synod.

Others
3
to hinder thofe that dcfign'd for the Miniftry, to be edu-

cated in Foreign Univerfities. Others banifrYd all Foreign Mini-

fters, though they had been ordained in the Kingdom, andfpenc

there the greateft part of their Lives. Others forbad Mini-

ftcrs, or Cardinals for the Miniftry to reftJe in places where

Preaching was forbidden, or nearer than fix Miles of them.

Others forbad the People to aflemble in the Temples, under

pretence of Praying, Reading, or Singing of Pfalms, except in

the Prefence of a Mfnifter, placed there by the Synod. One ri-

diculous one was made to take away all the' Backs of the Seats in

the Churches, and reduce them all to an exa£t Uniformity.Ano-

ther, to hinder the Churches that were a littlt moreRich,toaffift

the Weaker,for the maintenance of their Min!fters,and other ne-

ceflities. Another to oblige Parents to give their Children, who
changed their Religion, great Penfions. Another to forbid Mar-
riages betwixt Parties of different Religions, even in the cafe of

Scandalous Cohabitation. Another to prohibit thofe of the Re-

ligion, from that time, to entertain in their Houfes any Dome-
fticksor Servants that were Roman Gatholicks. Another which

made them uncapable of being Tutors or Guardians ; andconfe-

quently put all the Minors, whofe Fathers dyed in the Profeffbn

of the Proteftarit Religion, under the Power and Education of

Roman Catholicks. Another forbidding Minifters and Elders

to hinder any of their Flock, either directly or indire&ly, to em-
brace thfrRoman Religion, or to diiTuade them from it. Ano-
ther forbidding Jews and Mahometans to embrace the Reformed
Religion ; and the Minifters either to inftruct or receive them into

it. Another fubje&ing Synods to receive fuch Roman Catholick

Commidiaries as fhould be fent them from the King, with an ex-

prefs order to do nothing, but in their prefence. Another for

bidding the Confiitories to alTemble oftner than once in Fifteen

days, and in prefence ofa Catholick CommiiTary. Another for-

bidding Conliftories to affift, on pretence of Charity to the Poor
Sick Perfons of their Religion ; and ordaining that the Sick

fhould be carried into their Hofpitals, ftri&ly forbidding any
Man to entertain them in their Houfes. Another confifcating, in

favour of Hofpitals, all the Lands, Rents, and other Profits of

what nature foever, which might have appertained to a cortdem-
B 2 ned
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ncd Church. Another forbidding MImfters to come nearer than
Three Leagues to the place where the Priviledges of Preaching
was in queftionior debate. Another conhTcated to the Hofpitals
all the Revenues and Rents fet apart for die maintenance of the
Poor, even in fuch Churches as were yet Handing. Another
fubjfe&ing lick and dying Pcrfons to the neceffity of receiving
Vifits/ometirnes from Judges,Commi(tiODaries,or Church-War-
dens^ fometimesof Curates, Monks, Miffionaries, or other Ec-
•clefiafticks, to induce them to change their Religion, or require
of them exprefs Declarations concerning it. Another forbid-

ding Parents to fend their Children before fixteen years of Age
to travel in Forreign Countries , on any pretence whatfoever.
Another prohibiting Lords or Gentlemen to continue the exercife

of Religion in their Houfes, unlefs they had firll: produced their

Titles before the Commufatic' , and obtained from them a Licenfe
to have Preaching. -Another which retained the right of enter-

taining a Minifter to thofe only, who were in Pofleffion of their

Lands ever fincethe Eclicl: of Nantes, in a direft or collateral

Line. Another whichforbad Churches called BailUgefo receive

into their Temples, any of another Bailywick. Another .which
enjoinedPhyfitians, Apothecaries, and Chirurgeons,-toadvertife

the Curares or Magistrates of the condition of Sick Protejlants,

that the Magiftrates or Curates might vifit them. But amongft
allthefe new Laws, thofe which have moft ferved the Defign
and Intention of the Clergy, have been on one hand, the prohi-

bition ofreceiving into their Temples any of thofe who had chan-

ged their Religion, nor their Children, nor any Roman Catholick

of what Age, Sex, or Condition foever, under pain of forfeiting

their Churches, and the Miniflers doing publick Pennailce, with

Banifhment and ConhTcation of their Eftates ; and -on the other

fide, thefettingup in all the Temples a particular Bench for the

Catholicks to fit on 5 for by this means, as foon as any one refol-

ved to change his Religion, they needed only to make him do it

in private, and to find him the next Morning in the Temple, to

be obferved there by the Catholicks, who were in their Seat.

Immediately Informations were made, and afterwards Condem-
nations, in all the Rigour of the Law. The Roman Catholicks

needed only to enter into theTemple9 under pretence, that they

had a place there, and then they fliptin amongft the Croud, and

immediately this was a Contravention to the Declaration^ and
an



an unavoidable Condemnation. 'Tis by this means they have de-

ftroyedan infinite number of Temples and Churches, and put

into Irons a great number of Innocent Mmifters; for Villains

and falfe Witneffes were not wanting in this occafion.

All thefe Proceedings were fo violent, that they muff needs

make a ftrong Impreihon in the Reformifts Minds , whereunto

thefe things tended. And in effeel:, there were many of them,
that bethought themfelves of their fafety, by leaving the King-

dom, fome tranfported themfelves into one Kingdom, and fome
into another, according as their Inclinations led them. But this

was what theCourt never intended , for more than onereafon;

and therefore to hinder them , they renewed from time to time

this Deeree, which we have mentioned, which ftri&ly prohibited,,

under the moftfevere Penalties, any to depart the Kingdom with-

out leave ; and to this end they ftrictly guarded allPafiageson the

Frontiers. But thefe Precautions did not anfwer their Expectati-

ons, and 'twas better to blind the People 6 by hopes of abating

this rigorous ufage at home ; and to this end in i6\5o. the King
revoked feveral violent Decrees , which produced the Effect ex-

pected. For though the Judicious.faw well enough,that this Mo-
deration fprang not from a good Principle, and that, in the Se-

quel, the fame Decrees would be put in execution , yet the moft

part imagined they would (till confine themfelves within fome
Bounds in our regard, and that they would not pafs to a total De-
ftru&ion."

We have often drawn the fame Conclufions from the feveral

Verbal Declarations,which came many times from the Kings own
Mouth, that hepretended not to indulge us, but he would do us

perfect Juftice,and let us enjoy the benefits of the Edicts in their"

whole extent, that he would be very glad to fee all his Subjects

re-united to the Catholick Religion, and would for the effecting

this, contribute all his Power, but there fhould be no Bloud fhed,

during his Reign, on this account, nor any violence exercifed.*

Thefe precife and re-iteratedDeclarations
3
gave us hopes the King

would not forget them ; and efpecially in cflential matters, he

would let us enjoy the effects of his Bounty and Equity.
9Twas

the more expected by a Letter, he wrote to the Elector of Bran*

aenburghy the Copies of which the Minifters of Srate took care to -

difperfe through the whole Kingdom. His Majefty affured him*,

that he was well fatisfyed with the. Beliaviour of his Protejtarp-

Subjects,

.
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Snbjecls, from whence he drew this natural Conclufion , that he
intended not then to deftroy"us.

To which we may add the managements ufed fometimes in the

Council, where Churches were conferved, at the fame time

when others were ordered to be demolifh'd ; to make the World
believe> they obferved meafures of Juttice^ and that thofe which
they condemned, were not grounded on good Titles. Sometimes
they foftned feveral too rigorous Decrees j other times they

feemed not to approve of the violences offered by the Intendants

and Magiftrates-, even to the giving of orders to moderate them.

In this manner did they hinder the execution of a Decree made
in the Parliament of Rouen^ which enjoyned thofe of the Re-
formed Religion to fall on their Knees , when they met the Sa-

crament. Thus did they flop the profeclitions ol a puny Judge
•of Charenton^ who ordered- us to ftrike out of our Liturgy a prayer

- which was compofed for the faithful^that groaned under the Ty-
ranny of Antichrift. 'Tis thus alfo, that they did not extreamly

favour another Perfecution which began to come general in the

Kingdom againft the Minifies under pretence of obliging them
to take an Oath of Allegiance , wherein other Claufes were in-

foed, contrary to what Minifters owe to their Charges and Re-
ligion. 'Twas thus alfo they fufpended the execution oi fome
Edi&s, which themfelves had procured, as well to Tax the Mi-
nifters, as to oblige them to refide precifely in the place where
they exercifed their Miniftry. With the fame defign the Syndic's

of the Clergy , had the Art to kt rhe principal Churches of the

Kingdom to be at reft,£Dr many years without difturbancean their

Aflemblies ; whilft they in the mean time, defolated all thofe in

the Country. They fufpended alio the condemnation of the llni-

verfities. and referved them for the laft. It was alfo in this view,

that at Court, the firft feemed unable to believe, andatlalt not

to approve of the excefles, which one Marillac an Intendant of

Pckfij committed in his Province : A man poor and cruel, more
fit to prey on the High-ways, than to be Intendant of a Province 5

though indeed they had a claufe exprefly to makethefe Expediti-

ons, teut amongft all thefe illufions, there's ncne more remarka-

:
bl.e, than five or (h^ which will not be improper here to take

notice of; The firft was , That at the very time , when at the

Court they iflued out all the Decrees, Declarations, and Edi6ts,

which we have fpoken cf here before, and which they caufed to

be
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be put in execution with the greateft rigour , at the fame time

,

that they interdi&ed their Churches, demolifhed their Temples,
deprived particular perfons of their Offices and Employments

,

reduced People to Poverty and Hunger, impriibned them, loaded

them with Fines, banifh'd them,and in a word, ravag'd almoft ail$

the IntendantSjGovernourSjMagidratesjand other Officers in Parif,
and over all the Kingdom, coolly and. gravely gave out,the King
had not the leaft intention to touch the Edi6t of Na net , but

would moft Religionfly obferve it. The fecond was, that in the

fameEdifr, which the King publihVd to forbid Roman Catho-
licks to embrace the Reformed Religion , which was in the year

1682. That is to fay, at a time when they had already greatly

advanced the work of our definition ^ they caufed a formal

Claufe to be inferted in thefe terms , That he confirmed the Edict

of Nantes,^ much as it was or fhould be needful The third, That
in the Circular Letters which the King wrote to the B fhops and
Intendants, to oblige them to fignifie the Paftoral Advertiiement

of the Clergy to our Confiftories, he tells them in exprefs terms,

That hit intention wis not that they fhould do any thing that might

attempt upon what had beengranted to thofe of the Reformed Religion,

by the JLditts and Declarations made in their favour. The fourth ,

That by an exprefs Declaration publifh'd about the latter end of

the year 1684. the King ordained, That Minifters fhould not re-

main in the fame Church; afcove the fpace of three years, nor

return to the firft, within the fpace of Twelve - and' that they

fnould be thus tranflated from Church to Church r at leaft twen-

ty Leagues diftant from the other; fuppofing by a manifefl: eon^
fequence, that his defign was yet to permit the exercife of Reli-

gion to the.Minifters in the Kingdom for Twelve years at leaf}.-

Though indeed they at that moment defign'd the Revocation of

the £di£t, and had refolved it in the Council.The fifth confifts in •»

Requeft prefented to the King, by the Aflembly of the Clergy

at the fame time , that they were drawing an, Edict to revoke

that of Nantes, and put into the Hands of the Procurer General
to frame it ; and in the Decree which was granted on this requefty,

the Clergy complain'd of the mifreprefentations which, the Mi-
nifters are wont to make of the Roman Church , to which they,

attribute Doctrines which they do not hold, and befeech hisMa-
jefty to provide againft it. And alfo exprefly declared, that they

did not yetdefire the Revocation of the Edicl:, upon which the
."

. King;
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r
by his Decree expreflyforbad the Minifters to fpeak either

good or hurt, dire£tly or indirectly of the Church of Rome m
their Sermons 5 fuppofing, as every one may fee, that 'twas his

Intention (till to let them Preach ; were ever fiich illufions

known ! But was there ever any greater than this which they put

in the very Edift we fpeak of ? The King after having cancelled

and annui'd the Edi£t of Names, and all that depended thereon,

after having interdicted for ever all publick Religious Exercifes,

he alfo for ever banilh'd all the Minifters from his Kingdom, and
ex prefly declares, that his willis3 that his other Subje£ts, who
are not willing to change their Religion, may remain where they

.are in all Liberty, enjoy their Eftates
s
and live with the lame

Freedom as heretofore, without any moleftation on pretence of

their Religion, till it lhall pleafe God to enlighten and convert

them. Thefe were Amufements and Snares to entrap them, as

it has fince appeared, audit ftill appears every day by the horri-

ble ufages they fuffer, and of which we lhall fpeak in what fo lows.

But we {hall, hrft, mention a preparatory Machin, which, the

Perfecutors have not failed to employ to efTe£t their Defign, and
which we have reckoned to be the Sixth in order. It confifts in

difpofing infenfibly the People by degrees to defire our Deftru^i-

on, to approve of it when done, and to diminifh in their Mind
the Horror which naturally they muft have at the Cruelties and
Injuftices of our Perfecutors Contrivances. For this purpofe fe-

veral means have been ufed, and the commoneft have been the

Sermons of the Miffionaries and other Controverfiat Preachers,

with which the Kingdom has bsen for (bine years ftockt, under

the Title of Royd Mijjiom. There were fitting Youths, chofen

for this purpofe, who hadfuch an Education given them, which

wasib far frommaking them Moderate,as rather enflamed them ;

fo that 'tis eafy to comprehend what A&ors thefe are, when they
not only found themfelves upheld^ but faw themfelves moreover
fet on, and had exprels Orders to infpire their Hearers with Cho-
ler. And fo well did they acquit themfelves herein, that 'twas

net their fault if Popular Emotions have not followed thereon

in great Ckks, yea in Pms it felf, had not the Prudence of the

Magilfrates hindred them. To the Preachers we muft join the

Confeifors and Directors of Mens Consciences, the Monks, the

Curates, and in general, all the Ecclefiafticks from the higheft to

the loweft f for they being not ignorant of" the Courts Intention

in
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*n this matter, every one ftrove to fhew molt Zeal, and Averf:on

to thrReformed Religion, becaufe every one found his Interelt

lay therein, this being the only way to raife and eftablifh his For-

tune. In this defign of animating the People, there paft few days

wherein the Streets did not ring, as well with the publication ot

Decrees, Edicts, and Declarations againft the Protectants, as alfo

With Satyrical and Seditious. Libels, of which the People in the

Towns of France are very greedy.

But thefe things ferved only for the meaner fort of People, and

the Perfecutors had this Mortification to fee this Defign dispro-
ved by all thofe who were a degree above the Mobile. Where-
fore tficy employed the Pens of fome of their Authors, who had
acquired any Reputation in the World ; and amongft others, that

of the Author of the Hiftory of Theodofim the Great, and that

of Mr. Maimbwg, heretofore a Jejfuite. He publifh'd his Hifto*

ry of Cahtmfm^oC which he has fince had the leafure to repent,

ly the (mart and pertinent Anfwers which have been given him:
Their Example has been followed by feveral others ; and Mon-
fieur Arna'd^ who will always make one in thefe matters, would
not deny himfelf the fatisfa&ion of venting his Choler; and at

the fame time endeavour to recover the Favour he has. loft at

Court. But although his Apology for the Gatholicks was aWork
as full ofFire and Paflion as the Bigots themfelves could Wilh, yet

'twas not agreeable,becaufehisper(bn was not; he was Co ill gratifi-

ed for it, that he complained thereofto the Arch-Bifliop ofRheimt

in a Letter, the Copies whereof were cjifperfed over all Paris.

Amongft other things, he exaggerated his Misfortune, andcom^
pared himfelf with another, who for much lefs Services, recei-

ved Twenty Thoufand Livers, as a Reward from the King. This
more and more fhewed the Character of the Perfon. However
they needed not him, not wanting violent Writers, amongft
whom wc muft not forget one Mr. So-dier, formerly fas they fay)

a Taylor, and at prefe.it Author of the Hiftory of the Edifts f
Pacification ; nor Mr. Nicole, once a great Janfenift, and now a
Profelyte of the Archbiftiops of Paris -

? Author of the Book en-

titulcd, Prrteflants- convinced of Schifm : nor the Author of the

Journal des Sca-vanx, who, in his ordinary Gazets highly a^rms,
That theCatholick Faith muft be planted by Fire and Sword, al-

ledging? for the proof thereof a King of Norway, who converted

the Nobles of his country, by threaming them, To flay Mr Chil-

G dren
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dren before their Eyes, if they mould not confent to have tlmbtptizjed)

&ni to be ba.piz.ed themselves. For a long time wc have feen in

Part's, and elfewhere, nothing but fuch lort of Writings, tofuch
a height was Paffion come.

Whilft all thefe things, which we have here obferved, were
done in Frame, they by great Heps advanced to their end. 'Tis

net to be imagined the Reformed negiecfed their common Inte-

reds or did not all that refpeeleda juftand lawful Defence. They
frequently fent^ from the furtheft Provinces, their Deputies to

the .Court -, They maintained their Rights before the Council

;

Thither they brought their Complaints from all parts. They
employed their Deputy General to folicit their Intereffs, as well

with trie Judges and Minifters of State, as with the King him-
fclf Sometimes alfo they prefented general Addrefles, . in which
they expofed their Grievances, with all the Humility and De-
ference that Subjects owe their Sovereigns. But they were Co

far from being heard, that their Troubles were ftill encreafed,and

their Second Condition became worfe than the Firft. The lad

Petition, prefented to the Kinghimfelf, by the Deputy General,

m March

5

1684. was expreft inTerms mott fubmiffive, and moll
capable cfmoving Pity, as every one may judge, having been
fince Printed; and yet it produced no other Fruit, but the haft-

ning of what they had long refolved, namely, to ufe open Force

to accomplfh our Rjuine.

This was effectually done fome Months after, and executed in

a manner fo terrible and violent,that, as wefaidin the beginning,

there are few in Eurofe^ how diftant foever from the notice of

the common Accidents of the World, who have not heard the

Report of it; but 'tis certain, the Circumflances are not known
to ail, and therefore we fhall give an account of them in few

Words; if it be but to flop the Mouth of their Impudence,, who
publifht abroad, That noViolences haye been offered in France^

and the Conversions there made, were with free Confent. Ac
firft- they took this Meafure, to quarter Soldiers in .all tfieir Pro-

vinces, almoft at the fame time, and chiefly Dragoons,which are

the moil Refolute Troops of the Kingdom. Terror and Dread
marched before them, and as it were, by confent, all France was

filled with this News, That the King would not longer fuffer any

Hugomts. in his Kingdom ; and that they muft refolve to change

their Religion, nothing being able to keep them from it.

They
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: They begin with Bear#,where the Dragoons did their £rft Ex-

eeutionsjthefe were followed foon after in High and Low Guienne
9

Xantoigne^Awix^Poitu, High Languedoc, V'wants, and Dauphin:;

after which they came to LionoiS, Gevcnnes, Low Lang :edoc,

Provence, fakes, and the Country of Geix, afterwards they fell

on the reft of the Kingdom, Normandy-, Bourgoigne, Uivernoix,

and Berry; the Countries of Orleans?
r
tourainy An)m, Britany,

Champagne, Picardy, and the Ifle of France, not excluding Paris

It kit, which underwent the fame Fate; the firft thing, the In-

teridants were ordered to do, was to fummon the Cities and
Commonalties: They afTembled the Inhabitants thereof, who
profefl: the Reformed Religion, and there told them, 'twas the

King's Pleafure they fhould without delay become Catholics -,

and if they would not do it freely, they would make them do it

by force, The poor People, furprifed with fuch a Propofal, an-

fwered, They were ready to facrifice their Effates and Lives to

the King, but their Confciences, being Gods, they could not in

that mannet difpofe of them.

There needed no more to make them immediately bring the

Dragoons, which were not far off. The Troops immediately

feizea on the Gates and Avenues of the Cities $ they placed

Guards in all the PafTag«, and often came with their Swords in

their Hands, crying, Kill, Kill, or elfe be Catholics, they were

quartered oa the RetOrmifts at Difcretion, with a ftri& Charge,
that none fhould depart out of their Houfes, nor Conceal any of
their Goods or Effects, on great Penalties, even on the Catho-
lics, that fhould receive or aflift them in any manner. The firft

days were .{pent in confuming all Provifions the Houfe afforded,

and taking from them whatever they could fee. Money, Rings,

jewels, and in general, whatfoever was of value. After this,

the pillaged the Family, and invited, not only the Catholics Or

the place, but alfo, thole of the Neighbouring Cities and Towns,
to come and buy the Goods, and other things which would yield

jMoney. Afterwards they fell on their Perlons, and there's no
Wickcinefs or Horror which they did not put in pra&ife, to force

them to change their Religion. Amidft athoufand hideous Cries,

and a thoufand Blafphemjes,they hung Men and Women by the

Hair or Feet, on the Roofs of the Chamber,or Chimney Hooks,
and fmoakt them with Whifps of wet Hay, till they were no
loqgerablc to bear it, and when they had taken them down, if
-' C 2

. they
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they would not ling, they hung them up immediately again.

They threw them into great Fires kindled on purpofe; and pulled

them not out till they were half Roaffed. They tyed Ropes un-

der their Arms, and plunged them to and again into Wells
?
irom

whence they would not take them, till they had promifed to

change . their Religion. They tyed them as they do Criminals,

put to the qiieftion •, and in. this pbfture, with a Funnel fillM with

Wine, poured it down their Threats, till the Fumes of it depri-

ving them of their Reafon, they made them fay they would con-

fent to be Catholics. They ftript them naked, and after having
offered them a iooo infamous Indignities, they ftuck them with

Pins from trie top to the bottom. They cut them with Penknife,

a rid ibmetimes with red hot Pincers took them by the JSfoiei and
dragged them about their Rooms, till they promifed to become
CatTpl'cs, or that the Cries of thefe poor Wretches, that in

this Condition call'd on God for their AffifUnce, conftrained

tSem to let them go* They beat them with Staves, and dragged
t'lem, all bruifed, zo the Churches, where their bare forced Pre-
face was accounted foran Abjuration, They held them from
ileeping feven or eight Days , relieving one another to watch
them Night and Pay, and keept them waking. They threw
Buckets oi Water on their Faces, and tormented them a iooo
ways, holding over their Heads Kettles turned downwards,
v/hereonthcy made a continual Nolfe, till thefe poor Creatures

bad even loft their Sences. If they found any fick, either Men
or Women, that kept their Beds, diftempered with Fevers, or
other Difeafes, they had the Cruelty to bring twelve Drums .

founding an Alarm about their Beds, for whole Weeks together

without Intermiffioi,; till they had promifed they would change.

It hapnedin forne places, that they tyed Fathersand Husbands to

the Bed-Pofts, and before their Eyes forced their Wives and
iDau^hters. In another place Ra pes were publickly and generally

permitted for many Hours together. The)' pluckt offthe Nails

from the Hands and Toes of ethers, which could not be endured

without intolerable Fain. They burnt the Feet of others.They
blew up Men aricl Women with Bellows, even till they were

ready tq burhV
If afrer thefe horrid ufages, there were yet any that refufed to

v

jt.irn, they imprifoned them'; and for this chofe Dungeons dark

and novfom, in which thev exercifed on them all forts of Inhu-

manity,
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inanity. In the mean t'me they demolished their Houfcs,dcfola-

ted their Hereditary Lands, cut down their Woods, and feize4

their Wives and Children, to imprifon them in JMonaftencs.

When the Souldiers had devoured and confumed all in aHoufc,

the Farmers of their Lauds furniftit them with Subfiftance; and

to re-imburfe them, they fold by Authority of Juftice the Fonds

of their Hofts, and put them in pofTcffion thereof. If fome, to

fecure their Confciences,and toefcape the Tyranny of thefe Furi-

ous Men, endeavoured to fave themfelves by Flight, they were

purfued,*and hunted in the Fields and Woods, and werefhot at

like Wild Beafts. The Provofts rode about the High-ways, and
the Magiftrates of places had orders to (top them without excep-

tion. They brought them back to the places from whence they

fled3 ufing them like Prifonersof War. But we muft not fancy,

that this Storm fell only on the common Sort, Noblemen and

Gentlemen of the belt Quality were not exempted from it.They
had Soldiers quartered upon them in the fame manner, and with

the fame Fury as Citizens and Peafantshad.They plundred their

Houfes, wafted their Goods, rafed their Caftles, cut down their

Woods, and their very Perfons were expofed to the Infolence

and Barbarity of the Dragoons, no lefs than thofc of others.

They fpared neither Sex,Age,nor Quality; wherever they found

any unwillingnefs to obey the command ofchanging their Religi-

on, they pra6tifed the fame Violences-There were [till remaining

fome Officers of Parliament which underwent the fame fate,after

having been firft deprived of their Offices, and even the Military

Officers, who were actually in Service, were ordered to quit their

Poll: and Quarters, and repair immediately to their Houfes,there

to fuffer the like Storm; if to avoid it, they would not become
Catholics. Many Gentlemen an 1 other Perfons ofQuality , and
many Ladies of great Age and antient Families, feeing all thefe

Outages, hoped to find fome retreat in Paris-, or at the Court,,

not imagining the Dragoons would come to feekthem fo near

the Kings Prefence ; but this hope was no lefs vain, than all the

reft •, for immediately there was a Decree of Council, which
•commanded them to leave Paris in Fifteen days,and return with-

out delay to their own Houfes ^ with a prohibition to all Perfons

to entertain or lodge them in their Houfes.Some having attemp«

ted to prefent AdrelTes to the King, containing Complaints of

thefe cruel Ufages, humbly beseeching his Majefty to ftop the

courfe



courfe thereof, received no other Anfwer, than that of fending

them to the Baflile.

Before we proceed any further, 'twill not be amifs t6 make
fome Remarks \ The firft (hall be, that almoft every where, at

the Head of thefe Infernal Legions, befides the Commanders
and Military Officers, the Intendants alfo,and the Bifhops march-
ed every one in his Diocefs, with a Troop of Miffionaries,Monks,

and other Ecclefiafticks.Thc Intendants gave fuch Orders as they
thought nioft fitting to carry on Converfions,and reftrain natural

Pity and Companion ; if at any time it found a place in the HeattS
of Dragoons, or their Commanders, which did not often happen.

And as for the Bifhops, they were there to keep open Houfe, to

receive Abjurations, and to have a general and fevere Infpe&iori

that every thing might pa& there according to the Intentions of
the Clergy. The fecond thing obfervable is, That when the Dra-
goons had made fome to yield, by all the Horrors which they

practiced, they immediately changed their Quarters, and lent

them to thofe who {till perfeVered.This Order was obferved in this

manner even to the end,infomuch that the laft,thatis to fay,thofe

who had fhewed the greateft Coriftancy, had, in fine, quartered

on them alone all the Dragoons, which at the beginning Were
equally difpers'd amonft the Inhabitants of the place, which was
a load impolSble to be fufkirted.

A Third Remark, which we fliallmake, is, That in almoft
all the confiderable Gties,they took care before they fent Troops
thither, to gain by means of the Intendants, or fome other private

way^ a certain number of People, not only to change their Reli-

gion thenifelves, when it fhould be feafonable, bat alfo to aflift

them in perverting others. So that when the Dragoons had fuf-

ficiently done their part, the Intendant, with the Bifhbp,and the

Comrhander of the Forces, again aflembled thefe miferable In-

habitants, already ruined ,to exhort theiri to obey the King,and be-

come Catholics? adding thereto moll: terrible Threats, that they

might overawe them, arid then the new Converts failed not to

execute what rhey had promifed, which they did with the more
fuccefs, becaufe the People did yet put fome kind of Confidence

in them.

A fourth Obfervation is, that when the Matter of the Houfe,

thinking to get rid of the ^Dragoons, had obeyed and lisped what

they would, he was not freed from them for all this $ if his

Wife,
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Wife, Children, and the rneaneft of his Domcfticks did not do
the fame thing ; and when his Wife, or any of his Children or
Family fled, they ceafed not to torment them, till he had made
them return : which oftentimes being impomble, the change of

their Religion did not at all avail them.

The Fifth is
y
That when thefe poor wretches fancied their

Confciences would beat reft by figning fomeform ofan Equivo-

cal Abjuration offered them ; a little while after thefe cruel men
came to them again., and made them fign another, which plunged
them into fuch depths, as call them into the utmoft defpair. Nay
farther, they had the boldnefs to make them acknowledge, That
they embraced the Roman Religion of their own accord 5 with-

out having bin indaced thereunto by any violent means. If after

this they icrupled to gotoMafs, if they did not Communicate,
ifthey did not tell their Beads ; if by a (igh efcaped from chem,
they fignified any unwillingnefs, they had immediately a Fine laid

upon them, and they were forced to receive again their old
guefts.

In fine, for a fixth remark ; As fart as the Troops ravaged in

this manner the Provinces, fpreading terror and defolation in all

parts ; Orders were fent to all the Frontier Countries and Sea-

port Towns, to guard well the paffages, and flop all fuch who
pretended to efcape from France : So that there was no hope of
thefe poor wretches faving themfelves by Sight. None were
permitted topafs, ifhe brought not along with him a Certifi-

cate from hisBifliop or Curate*, that he was aCatholick: others

Were put in Prifon, and ufed like Traytors againft their Country.

All Grange VefTels lying in the Ports were fearched ; the Coaffa,

Bridges, Paffages to Rivers, and the Highways, were ftri£tly

guarded, both night and day. The Neighbouring States were
alfo required not to harbour any more Fugitives, and to fend back
again fuch as they had already received. Attempts were alfo

mad to feife on, and carry away forne, who had efcaped into

Foreisn Countries.

Whilftall this was a&ing in the Kingdom, the Court were
confultingtogivethelaftftroak, which confiftedin repealing the

Edict of Nantes ; much time wasfpent in drawing up the matter

.and form of this new Edict. Some would have the King detain

all the Mnifters, and force them as they did the Laity, to change
their Religion, or condemn them to perpetual Irnprifonment.

-".-." They
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They alledged for their reafon, that if they did not dolt, they

would be as To many dangerous Enemies againft them in Foreign

Nations. Others on the contrary affirmed, .that as long as the

Miniftcrs continued in France, this their pretence would encou-

ragertbe People to abide in their Religion, whatfoever care might

be taken to hinder them ; and that fuppofing they fhould change,

they would be but as fo many fecret adverfaries nourillied in the

bolbm of the Church of Rome $ and the more dangerous on the

account of their knowledge and experience in Controversial mat-
ters. This laft reafoning prevailed ; *twas then refolved on to

banifh the Miniftcrs, and to give them no more than fifteen days

time to depart the Kingdom. As to what remained, the Edicjfc

was given to the Procurer-General of the Parliament of Parity

to draw it up in fiich a form as he fhould judge molt fitting. But
before the publiihing of it, two things were thought necefTary

to be done $ The firft to oblige the ailembly of the Clergy, Se-

parately to prefentto the King a requeft concerning the matter

above mentioned, in which alfo they told his Majelty, that they^

defircd not at p:efent the repealing the Edict of Names'; and the"*

other to fupprefs in general, all kind of Books made by them of

the Reformed Religion, and to ilTue out an Order for that pur-
' pofc. By the firft of thefe things, the Clergy thought to fhelter

themfelves from the reproaches, which might be call: en them as

the Authors of fo many Mferies, Injuftices an Oppreffions which

this Repeal would ftill occafion : And by the other, they pretend-

ed to make the Converfions much more eafie ( as they (tyled

•them) and confirm thofe which had bin already made, by taking

from the People all Books, which might inllruct, forrifie, and
bring them back again.

In fine, ThisRevocativeEditl: o£ Nantes, was figned and pub-

lished on Tburfday, being the %tb of QBober, in the year 1685.

'Tis faid the Chancellor of France^ fhewed an extream joy in

Sealing it 5 but it lafted not long, this being the laft thing he did.

For as foon as he came home from Tonntdnlleau, he tell lick,

and dyed within a few days. 'Tis certain, that this mans policy,

rather than his natural Inclination, induced him in his latter years

to become one of ourPerfecutors.

The Edict wasRegiftred in the Parliament of Paris, and im-

mediately after in the others. It contains a Preface, and Twelve

Articles. In the Preface, the King (hews that Henry fas. Great's

Grand-?
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Grandfather did not give the Edict, and law his Father did not

confirm k^ by his other Edict of Nifwes, but in the defign of

endeavouring more effectually the re-union of their Subjects of

the pretended reformed Religion, to the Catholick Church*,

and that this was alfo the Defign which he had himfelfat his firft

coming, to the Crown. That 'as true, he had bin hindrcd by the

Wars, which he was forced to carry on againft the Enemies ofhis

State; but that at prefent being at Peace with all the Princes of*

Europe he wholly gave himfelf to the making of this Re-union.

That God having given him the Grace of accomplifhing it, and
feeing the greateft and belt part of his Subjects of the faid Religi-

on had embraced the Catholick one, thefe Edicts of Names and

Nifmes confequently became void and ufelefs. By the firft Arti-

cle, he fupprefles and repeals them, in all their extent; and or-

dains that all their Temples, which are found yet ftanding in his

Kirgdom, fhall be immediately demolifhed. By the Second, he
forbids all forts of Religious Affemblies of what kind foever.

The Third, prohibits the Exercifes of Religion to all Lords and
Gentlemen of any- Quality, under Corp 3ral Penalties and Confif-

cation of their Eftates. The Fourth, banifhes from his Kingdom
all the Minifters, and enjoins them to depart thence, within Fif-

teen days after the publication of this Edict, under the Penalty of

being fent to the Gallies. In the Fifth and Sixth_, he promifes Re-
compences and Advantages to the Minifters and their Widows,
who fhould change their Religion. In the Seventh and Eighth,

he forbids the Inftrueting of Children in the pretended reformed

Rc'igion, and ordains that thofe who fhall be born henceforward

fhall be baptifed, and brought up in the Catholick Religion, cn-

joyning Parents to fend them to the Churches, under the Penalty

01 being fined 500 Livers, The Ninth gives Four Months time
to fuchPcrfons as. have departed already out of the Kingdom to

return, otherwife their Goods and Eftates to be confifcated.

The Tenth, with repeated Prohibitions, forbids all 'his Subjects

ofthe faid Religion to depart out of his Realm, they, their Wives
and Children, or to convey away their Effects, under pain of the
Gallics for the Men, and of Confifcation of Body and Goods for

theWomen. The Eleventh, confirms the Declarations heretofore
made againft thofe that Relapfc. The Twelfth declares, that as

to the reft of his Subjects of the faid Religion, thev may, till Gcd
enlightens them, remain in the Cities of his Kingdom,Countrics

D and'
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and Lands ofhis Obedience, there continue their Commerce, and
enjoy their Eftates,witboutTroubleor Moleftatioriupon pretence

of the faid Religion,on condition, that they have no Aifemblies un-
der pretex tofPrayingjor exerciflng any religious Worfhip what-
ever.

In order to. put this Edi&in execution, the very fame day that

it was regiftred and pubiifhedat Paris? they began to demolifh
•the Churclrof Cbaremon. 1 he eldeft Minifter thereof was com-
manded to leave Paris within twenty four Hours, and immedi-
ately to depart the Kingdom. For this end they put him into the

Hands of one of the Kings Foormen, with orders not to leave

him till he was out of his Dominions. His Collegues were Hide
better treated, they gave: them, forty eight hours to quit Paris?

and then left them upon their Parole. The reft ofthe M inifters

wci'Q [allowed fifteen days, -but it can hardly be believed to what.

Vexations and Cruelties they were all expoied. Fir ft of all , they

neither permitted.them todifpofe of their Eftates, nor to. carry a-

way. any of their moveables or effects, nay ithey difputed them
their Booksand private Papers,one pretence,that they muft juftify,

tjtieir Books and Papers did not belong to the Confiftories -wherein

they ferv'd,which wasa thing impoifTble,{ince there were no Con-
liftories, that then remained. Beiide, they would not give them
feave to take along with them either Father or Mother, or Bro*

ther or Sifter, or any of their Kiodred,though there were many of

theminfirm
3
decay'd and poor,which could notfubftft but by their

means; they went fo far, as even to deny them their own Chil-

dren, if they were above feven Years Old; nay, fome they took

from, them that were under that Age,and even fuch as yet hang'd

upon their Mothers Breafts. They refufed them Nurfesfor their

new boi n Infants, which the Mothers could not give Suck. In

fome Frontier Places they flopped and imprifoned them, upon di-

vers ridiculous Pretences ? they muft immediately prove that they

were really the fame Perfons, which their Certificates mentioned^

they were to know immediately whether there were no Criminal

Procefs or Informations againft them ; they muft preicndy juMy?
that they carryed away nothing that belonged to their Flocks •,

. fometim'c after they had thus detained and amufed them, they

were tip! d-that the fifteen days ofthe Edict were expired, and that ;

thevfhould not have Liberty to rctire
5
but .muft go to the Gal-:

feThere is no kind ofDeceit and Injuftiee which they did ,not

think of to involve them in Troubles. As



As to the reft, whom the Force of Perfecution and hard Ufagc

contained to leave their Houfes and Eftatcs, and to fly the King-

dom, it is not to be imagined what dangers they cxpofed them to.

Never were Orders more feVere or more ftri6t, than thofe that

were given againft them. They doubled the Guards in Ports, Ci-

ties, High-Ways, and Foards, they covered the Country with

Soldiers, they armed even the Pelants to flop thofe that palled,

or to kill them : They forbad ajl the O&cers of the Cuftoms to

fuffer any Goods, Moveables, Marcfoandize, or other Effects, to

pafs. In a Word, they forgot nothing that could hinder the flight

of the perfecuted, even to the interrupting almoftall Commerce
with Neighbouring Nations. By this means they quickly filled

all the Prifons in the Kingdom; for the fear of the Dragoons,

the Horror of feeing their Confciences forced, and their Chil-

dren taken away, and of living for the future in a Land where

there was neither Juftice nor Humanity for them, obliged every

one to think of an efcape, and to abandon all to lave their Per-

fons. All thefe poor Prifoners have been fince treated with un-

heard of Rigours,(htit up in Dungeons,loadcd with heavy "Chains,

almoft ftarved with Hunger, and deprived of all Converfe, but

that of their Perfecutors. They put many into Monafteries,where

they experience none of the leaft Cruelties; Some there are (6

happy as to dye in the midft of their Torments, others have at

lail iunk under the Weight of the Temptation, andfomeby the

extraordinary Affiftanceof Gods Grace, doftiilfuftainit with an

Heroick Courage.

Thefe have been the Gonfequcnces of this new Edict in this

refpecl; but who would not have believed that, the Twelfth Ar-
ticle would have (helter'd the reft of the Reformed ; that had a

mindftillto ftay in the Kingdom, fince this Article exprefly af-

fures them,thatthey may live there,continue their Trade,and en-

joy their Eftates, without being troubled or moleftcd upon pre-

tence of their Religion.Yet fee whatthev have fince (ioie,and yet

do to thefe poor YVretches. They have not recall'd the Dragoons
and other Soldie "s which they difpa cht into the Provinces b:fo:e

the Edict ; On the contrary, they to this clay commit with grea-

ter Fury the fame Inhumanities, which we have before, reprefen-

ted: belides this, they have mat ched'them into Pro\ 7inccs
9
whcre

there were none before, as 1fiom&n.lv^ Pic.irdy^ le Bsrn^ ( km-
f.ugns, Niver-ndis, Orleans* Beh([dis\ and the Ifie ei'. Fctnce.

V i Thev
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They do theTame Violence there,exert the fame Fury they do in

other Provinces. Paris it felf, where methinks this Article of
the Edi6t fhould have been beft obferved, becaufe fo near the

Kings Prelence, and more immediately under the Government
of the Court, fern, I fay, was no-more fpared than the reft ofthe

Kingdom.- Thfrvery day chat the Edict was publilhed, without

more delay, the Procurer-General, and fome other Magistrates,

began to lend for Heads of Families to come to their Houfes.

There they declared to them. -that 'twas abfolutely the Kings
Will that they fhould change their Religion, that they were no
better than the reft cf his Subjects, and that if they would not do
it willingly, the King would make Life of means, which he had
ready, to compel them. At the fame time they baniQ/d by Let-

ters under the Privy Seal, all the Elders of the Conilftory, toge-

ther with fome others, in whom they found more of Conftancy
and Refolution ; and to difperfethem, chofe fuch places as were

moft remote from Commerce, where they have fince ufed them
with a great deal of Cruelty, fome complyed, others are yet

under Suffering?.

The diligence of the Procurer-General and Magiftrates, not

fucceeding fo fully as they winYd, though Threats and Menaces
were not wanting, TYbnfiew Seignelay, Secretary of State, would
alfo try whatinfluence he could have within his Divifion at Paris.

For this end, he got together about five or fix fcore Merchants,

and others into his Houfe, and after having fhutthe doors,forth-

with prefented them with the form of an Abjuration, and com-
manded them in the Kings Name tofignitj declaring, that they

fhould not ftir out of Doors till they had obeyed. The Con-
tents of this Form werejHOt only that they did renounce the He-
refie^of Calvin-, and enter into the Catholick Church, but alfo

that they did this voluntarily, and without being forced or com-
pelled to it. This was done in an Imperious manner, and with

an air of Authority, yet there were fome that dared to fpeak,

but they were fharply anfwer'd, That they were not to dilpute

it,, but to obey •, fothat they all Sign'd before they went out.

To thefe Methods they added others more terrible,as Prifons,

actually feizing of their Effects, and Papers ; the taking away of

their Children, the feparation of Husbands and Wives*, andin
fine, the great Method, that is to fay, Dragoons and Guards.

Thofe that moft firmly ftood out, they fent to the Bafiile, and to

the



the Fort VEveque; they confitfd them to their own or others

Houfes, where they lay concealed for fear of Difcovery
?
they

• plundei'dthofe of many others, notfparing their perfons, juft as

they had done in other places.

Thus the nth Article of the Edict, which promifed fome re-

laxation, and a fhadow of Liberty, was nothing but an egregi-

ous deceit to amufe the credulous , and keep them from thinking

to make their efcape, a fnare to catch them with the more eafe.

The Fury frill kept its ufual courfe, and was heated to fuch a de-

gree, that not content with the Deiblations in the Kingdom , it

entred even into Grange, a Soveraign Principality, where the King
of Right has no power* and taking Minifters away from thence

by force, remov'd them into Prilbns. Thither the Dragoons
were fent , who committed all kind of mifchief\ and by force

contained the Inhabitants thereof, both Men, Women and
Children, and the very Officers of the Prince to change their

Religion. And this is the irate of things in the year 1685. and
'

this is the accomplifhment of the dealing which the Clergy has

fhewed us three years fince , towards the end of their Paftoral

Letter ; Tou muft expeft mfchiefs more dreadful and intol&able^then

all thafa which hitherto your Revolts andSchifm have drawn down
upon you. And truly they have not been worfe than their words.

There are fome in the Kingdom who (till continue firm, and
their Perfections are (till continu'd to them. There are invented

every day new Torments, againft thofe whom force has made to

change their Religion, becaule they are frill obferved tough, and
groan under their hard fervitudej their hearts detefting what
their mouths have profeft,and their hands figned. As to fuch that

have efcape,d into Foreign Countreys, who are at leaft 150000
perfons, their Eftates are ConhTcated; this being all the hurt

which can be done to them at prefent. I fay at prefent;. for 'tis

not to be queitioned , but our Perfecutors are contriving to ex-
tend their Cruelties farther. But we mult hope in- the compaffl-

ons of God, that whatfoever intentions they may have in deffroy-

ing the Proteftant Religion in all places, he will not permit them;

to effe£r their defigns. The World will furely open its Eyes, and
this which they now come from doing with a high hand, and a
worfe then barbarous Fury, will (hew not only the Pi oteftants

,

but the wife and circumfpe£t Catholicks, what they are to exped,
both one and the other, from fuch a fort of People.
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!n effect, he that (hall give himfelf the lelfure to reflect on the

matters of Fact which we come now from relating , which are

things certain, anda&ed in the face of the Sun, he {hall fee not

only the Prqteftants fupprcft, but the King's Honour fullied, his

Countreys damnified 5 all the Princes of Europe intcrefled , and
even the Pope himfelf, with his Church and Clergy, (hatefully

difcrcdited.

For to begin with the King himfelf: What could be more
contrary to his Dignity,then to put him upon breaking his word,

and perfwadifig him that he might with a fafe Confcience violate,

revoke, and annul fo folemn an Edict as that of Nanus.

To palliate in fome fort the Violence of this proceeding , they

make him fay in this new Edict, That the befl and greatefi part of

the Reform*d Religion hasimbracedthe Catholicfa and therefore the

execution of the Edict of Nantes, andrvhatfoiv:r elfe kts been done

in favour of thefame Religion, remains vjid. But is not this an

Elufion unworthy of his Majefty , feeing that if this beft and
greater! part of his Subjects of the Reformed Religion have em-
braced the Cathojick ; they have ^one it by force ofArms 5

and
by the cruel and furious Oppreffion which his own Troops have,

laid upon them.

Perhaps one might thus fpeak, had his Subjects changed their

Religion of their own free will, although that in this cafe too,

the Priviledges of the Edict continue for thofe that remain. But
after having forced them to change by the horrible inhumanities

of his Dragoons ; after having deprived them of the Liberty

which the Edit gave them ; to fay coldly, that he only revokes

the Edict, becaufe it is now ufelefs, is a Raillery unbefitting fo great

a Prince. For it is as much as if he faid,that he was indeed obliged

to continue to his Protefiant Subjects all the Priviledges due to

them ; but having himfelf overthrown them by a major Force, he

finds himfelf at prefent lawfully and fairly difengaged Irom this

Obligation: Which is juftas if a Father, whohimfelt had cut his

Childrens Threats, fhould glory in the being henceforward freed

from the care ofnourishing and protecting them. Are other Kings

wont thus to exprefs themielves in their Edicts ?

(

I What they make him moreover fay, to wit, That Henry the

Gr^at, his Grandfather, gave only the Edict of Nantes to the Pro-

\tejiann, that he might the better (feci their re-union to the Roman
Ch.trch 5 That &ekis the 1 yh al(o>his Farher,had the fame defi gn,

when
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when he gave the Edicl; of tflfmes ; and that he himfelf had cn-

tred therein at his coming to the Crown, is but a pitiful Salw.
But fuppofe (feeing they are willing we fliould do fo ) the truth

of this Difcourfe , and take we it limply , and according to the

Letter, in the fenfe wherein they gave it us , what can we con-

clude thence, bat thefe following Proportions : That Henry thcr

Great, and' Lewis the i yK gaye only the Edicts to our Fathers

to deceive them , and with an intent to mine them afterwards

with the greater eafe, under the ' mask of this Fraud. That not

being able to do this, being htndred by other affairs, they have

committed this important iccret to his prefent Majefty, to the cad

he (hould execute it when he m?t with an opportunity. That his

prefent Majefty entring into the thought of this at his fjrftcom'ng

to the Crown, 'he only confirm'd the Edicts and Declarations of

1643. and 16 5*2. with other advantageous Decrees to the Reform-
ed Religion, bur to iffipofe on them the more finely, (lay ihares in

their way) or if you'pleafe, crown them, as they crown'd of

old the Sacrifices ; That all that has been done againft them,fince

the Peace of the Pirenees^ till this time, according- to the abridg-

ment which we have made of it, has been only the execution of a

Project, but of a Proje£t far more ancient than we imagine,

feeingwemuftdateit from the Edi5t of 7s/
r

antes , and afcend up
to Henry the Great: In fine^That what has been till now,has been

a great myftery, but is not one at. prefent ; feeing the King by this

new Edict difedvers it>to all the World, that he may be applaud-

ed for it.

Will it not be acknowledged that the Enemies ofFraxcejsrho are

willing to difcredit the Conduct of its Kings, and render them odi-

ous to the World, have now an happy opportunity. Henry the

Great gives his Edict to the Protefhnts with the greater! Solemni-

ty imaginable, he gives it them as a Recompence oftheir Sery.'ces;

he promifes folemnly to obferye k ; and as it this was not enough,

he binds himfelf thereunto with an Oath 5 he executes it to the

utmoMfof his Power, and they peaceably enjoy'd it to the end of

his Reign : yet all this is
k

but a meer Snare , for they arc to be

Dragoon'd at a proper time: But b:ing himfelf flu-prized by

Death, he could not do it, but leaves it in charge to Lewis the

1 yh his Son. Lewis the Thirteenth afcends the Throne, {flues

out his Declaration immediately, that he acknowledges the Edict

of NAntes as perpetual and irrevocable, it needing nit a new Con-
firma-
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formation, and that he would Religioufly ohferve every Article

of it, and therefore fends Commiifioners to fee it a&ually execu-

ted. When he begins a War, he protefts he defigns not at Re-
ligion, and in efTed he permits the full Liberty of it , in thofe ve-

ry Towns he takes by AfTault : He gives his £dict of Nifmcs, as

the Edict of a Triumphant Prince, yet declares therein he under-

Hands, that of Nantes fhould be inviolably kept, and fhows himfelf

to the laft as good as his Word.But this is only intended to lull the

Proteftants afleep, in expc Station of a favourable occafion to de-

ftroy them. Lewis the Fourteenth, at his coming to the Crown
confirms the Edict, and declares, That he will maintain the Re-
formed in all their Priviledgcs ; he afterwards affirms in another

Declaration, how highly he is fatisfied in their Services; and
mentions his defign of making them to enjoy their Rights. But
this is but a meer amufement, and an artifice to intrap them, the

better to colour over the project of ruining them at a convenient

time. What a Character now of the Kings of France will this

afford, to its Enemies , and foreign Nations \ and what confi-

dence do they think, will be henceforward put in their Promifes

and Treaties •, for if they deal thus with their own Subjects, if

they carefs them only to ruine them, what may Strangers expect

from 'em. Conflder we a while what they make the King fay.

That at his firft coming to the Crown, he was in the defign which

he now comes from executing. They would fay without doubt,

from the time he actually took in hand the Reins ofGovernment;
for he was too young before, to enter perfonally on any defign

of this nature : he entered thereon then precifely at the time ,

when the Civil Wars were ended. But what does this mean ,

but that he undertook this defign, at the very time when the Pro-

teffants came from rendring him the mod important Service Sub-

jects were ever capable of. They came frcm rendring him the

h'gheft TcfKmonics of Loyalty, when the greatell part of his

othet Subjects had taken up Arms agaiYjft him. They had vigo-

roufly oppofed his Enemies progrefs ; rejected the moft advanta-

geous criers, kept Towns for him ,
yea whole Provinces ; re-

ceiv'd his Servants and Officers into their Bofoms,^ when they

could not find fafcty clfewhere ^ facrifked their Eltates to him,

their Lives,, their Fortunes ; and in a word , done all with fuch

a Zeal, as becomes faithful Subje<5ts in lb dangerous a conjuncture.

And this is tie time when the King enters on the defign of de-

Itroying
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ftroying and extirpating them. This fo confirms the Truth of
what wefaid in the beginning, that it puts it out of all queltion,

that the Project of their Deitruction was grounded on the Servi- .

ces they had rendred the K'wg.Do ChriftianEthics allow thefe moft

unchriftian Policies ? Is it not a firange thing, that we muft be

taught this important Secret,and all Europe befides ; for although

the Proteftants have done nothing in this occafion but their Duty,

it could never be imagined their Duty ftiould be made their

Crime, and their Ruine mould fpring from whence fhould come
the Safety. God has brought Light out of Darknefs, but the

unchriftian Politicks of France, on the contrary, has brought

Darknefs out of Light. However they cannot deny but that in

this new Edict, the King is made to fay, He has entred on the de-

jign to difiroy the Proteftant Party, in the very time wherein they

havefignaliz?d and diftingmjht themfelves withgreat[mcefsfor the in~

terejiofths Crown, which will furnilh perhaps matter enough to

thinking Men for Reflexion, as well within as without the King-

dom •, and will fhew them what ufe is made of Services, and what
Recompence is to be expected for them.

But we mail fay no more of the ExprefHons of the new Edict,

but rather confider the matter of it. Was ever a worfe and har-

der ufage than that which we have fufFered for the fpace ofTwen-
ty Years, which have been employed in forming the late Tempeft
which has fallen upon us. It has been a continual Storm of De-
crees, Edicts, Declarations, Orders, Condemnation of Churches,

Defolation of Temples, Civil and Criminal ProcefTes, Impri*

lbnments, Banifhruents, Pennances, Pecuniary Mults, Privation

of Offices and Employs, depriving Parents of their Qiidren,
and ali thofe other Perfecutions which we have already briefly

fum'd up. We are told on one hand, that the King would con-

tinue to us the Edict ofNants, and he delivered himfelf on feve-r

ral occafions to that Effect ; and on the other hand we were made
to fuffer in our Eftates, our Reputations, our Perfons, our Fami-
lies, in our Religion, and our Confidences, and all by unjuft and
indirect ways ; by unheard of Inventions, by Oppreflions, and
publick Vexation, and fometime under-hand Dealings •, and all

this under the Vail of the Kings Authority, and becaufe this was
his good pleafure. Wre know very well the Authority of Kings,

and the Refpect and Submifiion with which we fhould receive

their Orders. And therefore have we, during all rhefe unfup*

E portable
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portable Ufages, a Patience, and an Obedience fo remarkable,
that it has been an Admiration of the Catholicks themfelves, our
Countrymen. But it mull be acknowledged that thofe whopuE
his Majefty on dealing thus with us, or have ufed his Name and
Authority for this^ould not do him otherwife a greater difhonor

than they have done. For after ail, thofe Kings who would have
themfelves. efteetned for their Jjuffcice and Equity,govern not their

Subjects after this naanner.They are not for putting all to an un-
certainty, filling all places with Lamentation and Terror. They
feek not their fatisfaetion in the Tears j and Groans of their inno-

cent People \ nor are they pleafed with keeping their Subjects in

a perpetualAgitetion.They love not to have theirNames mention'*!

with terror, nor' meditate continual deiigns of extirpatingthofe,

who give conftant md unquemonable Proofs of theirLoyaJtyjmuch

left to invent cruel projects,whieh likeMines,in their time mail de~
fcroy their own Natural Subjedtsjfor what elfe have been thefe flie

andequivocalUeclarations,Counter-Orders,andrevocativeEdicl;s 8 .

There are three things, very remarkable, in this whole Af-
fair, the Firft is, that as long as they have been only in the way,
the true Authors ©f the Perfecution have not concealed them-
felves, but the King, as much as they could .• *Tistrue, the De-
crees, Edicts, and declarations, and other things, went. under
the name of his Majelty -

7
but at the requeft of the Agents, and

Factors for the Clergy - And whilft they were bufied in thefe mat-
ters, the King declared openly his Intention of maintaining the

Edicts, and that 'twas abufes which hedefign'd to correct. The
Second is, that when they came to the laft Extremities, and to

open force, then they have concealed themfelves as much as they

could, fet forth the King at his full Length. There was nothing

beard but thefe kind of Difcourfes, The King will have it fo, the

King has taken it in handy the King proceeds further than the Cier*

gydefire^by thefe 'two means they have had the Addrefs to beon-

fv ch'arg'd with the lefler parts of the cruelties, and to lay the molt
vklent,and odious part at the Kings door.The Third thing which

we mould remark is^, that the better to obtain their Ends, they

have made it their buflnefs to periwade the King, that this Work
would Crown him with Glory, which is a horrid abufeofhis

•credulity, an abufefo much the greater, by how much they would
not have themfelves thought the Authors of this Council $ and
when any particular Perfon of them are ask'd this day, What
zhefthkkjfi^ there.ai'e kw of tfaena.but condemn it.. to.
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In effect , what more falfe an Idea could they give to-bis Maje-

fly of Glory, than to make it confift in furprifmg a poor People,

difperft over all his Kingdom,and living fecurely under his Wings
and the Remains of the Edi& ofNams; and who could not ima-

gine there were any Intentions of depriving them of the Liberty

of their Confciences, of furprizing and overwhelming them in an

Inftant, with a numerous Army, to whofe difcretion they are de-

livered \ and who tell them that they mull either by fair means
or foul, become Roman Catholicks, this being the Kings will and

pleafure. What a falfer Notion ofGlory could they offer him,than

the putting him in the place of God, making the Faith and Re-
ligion ofMen to depend upon his Authority, and that hence for-

ward it ffluft be faid in his Kingdom,/ dont believe becaufelam per-

fwadedofit, but 1 believe, because the King would have me do it
\

which to fpeak properly, is, that I believe nothing, and that Tie

be a TVfc or a Jew^ or whatever the King pleafes. What falfer

Idea ofGlory, then to force from Mens Mouths by Violence,

and a long Series of Torments *, a Profeffion, which the Heart
abhors, and for which one fighs night and day, crying continually

to God for Mercy. What Glory is there in inventing new ways
of Perfections, unknown to former Ages ; which indeed do not

oring Death along with them, but keep Men alive to fuffer, that

they may overcome their Patience and Conftancy by Cruelties,

which are above Htfmane Strength to undergo? What Glory is

there in not contenting themfelves to force thofe who remain ia

his Kingdom, but to forbid them to leave it, and keep them un-

der a double Servitude, viz, both of Soul and Body ? WhatGlory
is there in keeping his Prifons full of innocent Perfons. who are

charged with no other fault, than ferving God according to the

beft of their Knowledge, and for this to beexpos'd to the Rage
of the Dragoons, or condemned to the Gallies,. and executions

on Body and Gcods f Will thefe Cruelties render his Majefties

Name lovely in his Hiftory, to the Catholick or Proteftant

World/
But we mould be very loath to exaggerate any thing,which may

violate the Refpetl: due to fo great a Prince ^ but ve do not

think it a failure in our Duty,fairly to reprefent how far thefe refi»

ned Politicians have really interefs'd his Honour,in the fad Misfor-

tunes wherein they have plunged us, and how Criminal they have

thereby made themfelves towards him. They have committed no
E 2 lefs
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left MTdemeanours againft their Country, of which they are

Members, and for which a Man would think they mould have
fome consideration. Not to fpeak here of the great number of
Perfons of all Ages, Sexes and Qualities, which they have cut

offrrom it by their fierce Tempers ; although perhaps this Lofs
be greater, than they were willing to imagine. Its certain, that

France is a very Populous Country, but when thefe Feavouriih

Fits fhall be over, and they (hall in cold Blood confider what they

have done, they will find thefe Diminutions to be no matter of
Triumph; for 'tis notpoilible, that fo many Sabftantial People,

fo many intire Families, who diftinguifh themfelves in the Arts,

in the Sciences, Civil and Military, can leave a Kingdom without

one day being miffed : at prefent, whilft they rejoyce in their

Spoils, pofTefs themfelves of the Houfes and Eftates, this lofs

is not felt; 'tis recompenfed by Booty, but it will not be always

ib : Neither mail we infifthere on that alinoft general Interrup-

tion of Traffick, which thefe moft Vnchriftian Perfecutors have

caufed in the Principal Towns of the State; although this

be no fmall Mifchief : The Proteftants made up a good part

of the Trade, as well within the Kingdom as without, and
were therein fo milt with the Catholicks, that their Affairs

were in a manner infeparable. They dealt as it were in Com-
mon, when thefe Oppreffions came upon them; and what
Confulions have they not produced? How many induftrious

meafures have they broken f How many honeft defigns have they

notdifappointed I How many Manufactures ruined ? How many
Bankrupts made ? and how many Families reduced to Beggary ?

But this is what the Oppreuors little trouble themfelves about $

they have their Bread geined to their Mouths, they live in wan*
tonnefs and eafe ; and whilft others dye with Hunger, their Re-
venues are afcertain'd to them. But this hinders not the Body of

the Ella te to fuffer, both in its Honour and Profit-, and we may'

truly fay, that Four Civil Wars could not have produced fo much
Mifchief, as time will (hew to fprink"from this Perfecution.

But we will leave the confequence of this affair, to time, and
only fay, That the Edi& of Nantes, being a fundamental Law of

the Kingdom v and an agreement between two parties, by a reci-

procal acceptation under the peaceable Reign of Henry the Great;

by the publick Faith, and by mutual Oaths, as we have already

ften j this muft certainly be of iil example to the intereft of the

State,
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State •• That after having made a thoufand infractions of if, it

muftbe at length revok'd, cancel'd, and annul'd, at the motion

of aCabal 5 who abufe their intereft:, and hereby make them-

felves fit for enterpriiing, and executing anything. After this

Violation, what can henceforward bethought firm and inviola-

ble in France. I fpeak not of particular mens affairs, but of ge-

neral eftabliflim en ts, Royal Companies, Courts of Juftice, and

all other ranks of men interefted in Sociecy , even the very rights

of the Crown, and form of Government. There are in the King-

dom a great many thinking men, 1 mean not your Poets, and t'uch

like kind of Flatterers,who make Verfes, Orations, Panegyricks,

and Sermons too for Preferments and Benefices j but I fpeak of

folid and judicious perfons-, who fee into the conlequences of

things ; and know weH how to judge of them ^ (hall we think

that thefemen, fee not what is too vifible, that the State is

pierc'd through and through, by the fame blow given the Prote-

ftants-, andthatfucha open revocation of the Edict, leaves no-

thing firm or facred. It's to no purpofe to alledge diftinftkms in

the matter, and fay that the pretended reform'd Religion, was
odious to the State, and therefore was thus undertaken. For not

to mention the dangeroufnefs of the example } as to the gene-

ral averfion to our Religion in the minds of the Catholicks,

it is certain, that excepting the Faftion of the Bigots, and what
they call the propagators of the Faith ; neither tne Commons,
nor great People, have any animoflty againft us ^ but on the con-

trary, do bemoan our misfortunes. Not to touch further on this,

who knows not what an eafie matter it is to run down any caufe,

or render it odious or indifferent in the minds of the People.

There are never wanting reafons and pretences, in matters of this

nature; one party is letup againft another \ and that is called

,
the State, right or wrong, which is the prevailing one : like as

in Religion, not the ben: and honefteft, but the pmr'fHlhft, and

botdefl part, are ttrmcd the Chwth. We muff: not judge uFthefe
things then from their matter, but their form. Now if ever

there was fince the World ftood, a matter authentick and irre»

vocable, it was the Edict of Nantes; To revoke and cancel it,

is to fet up ones fclf above our obligations to God, as well as to

Men; 'cis to declare openly, thst there are no longer any ties or

promifes in the world. And this is no more then the wife will

eafily comprehend , and I doubE not but they have done it al-

ready, Some



Some perhaps may make an objection on this occafion, which
'twill be good toaniwer; which is, that as the Ed idt, confident

how we will, is become only a Law of State by Henry the

Great's Authority fo it may likewife be revok'd andannul'd by

Lewis the 14^ his Grandfon and Succeflbr. For things may be

ended by the fame means they have bin begun. If Henry the

Great?
has had the power to change the form of governing the

State, by introducing a new Law ; why has not Lewis the 14th

the fame power to alter this form, and annul whatfoever his pre-

deceilbr has done ? But this objection will foon be anfwer'd, by

confidering it's built upon afalfe principal,and offers a falfercon-

fequence. It is not the (ingle Authority of Henry the Great
which has eftablifVd the Edict. The Edict is a Decree of his

Juftice, and an accord or tranfaction that paft between the Catho-
licks and the Reformifts. Authoriz'd by the publick Faith of the

whole Efiate, and feal'd with the feal of an Oath, and ratified by

the execution of it ; now this renders the Edict inviolable, and
fets it above the reach of Henrfs Succeflbrs $ and therefore they

can be only theDepofitaries and Executors of it, and not the Ma-
tters to make it depend on their wills. Henry the Great never

employ'd the force of Arms to make the Catholicks confent to

it \ and though lince his death , under the minority of Lewi* the

13th. there have bin Aflemblies of the States General, the Edict

has remain'din full force t, 'twas then, as we have already faid,

a fundamental Law of the Kingdom, which the King could not

touch.,, But fuppofing this were not a work grounded on the bare

Authority of Henry, which is falfe, it does not therefore follow,

that his prefent Majefty can revoke it. The Edict is a Royal

Promife, which Henry the Great made to the Reformiftsof his

Kingdom, as well for himfelf as his Succeflbrs forever-, as we
have already feen •, and confequently this is a condition or heredi-

tary X>M, charged on himfelf and Pofterity. Moreover, it is

not true, that Henry the Great, has changed any thing in the Go-
vernment of the State, when he gave Liberty of Confcience to

his Subjects •, for this Liberty is matter of right, and more invi-

olable than all Edicts, feeing that it is a right of Nature. He
has permitted a pubiick exercife of the Reformed Religion' ; but

this exerciie was eftabliihed in the Kingdom before his Edict,

and
N

if he has enlarged the priviiedges of the Reformed 5
as with-

doubt he has, he did not do it without the Confent and Ap-
probation
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probation ofthe State ; and has herein violated nothing of his

lawful engagements. But 'tis not the fame with Lewis tht i+th.

whoofhis own pure Authority makes a real and fundamental

Change, againft the concurrence of one part of his Eftate, and

without the confulting the other ^ hereby violating his own En-
gagements, thofe of his Kingdom, and even the Laws of Nature

too- In fine, if we confkler what means have been ufed to ar-

rive at the Revocation in queftion, how fhall a man notackow-
ledge the State is fenlibly interefted therein. They are not con-

tented to fupprefs the Religions AfTemblies, and to null the Pro-
teftants priviledges by unjuft Decrees $ but they alfo fend them
Soldiers to difpnte joints of Religion with them ; They are Sack's

like People taken by Aflault, forced in their Confciencesj and
for this purpofe, Hell it felf is let loofe upon them } and this is

the effeffs of a Military , and Arbitrary Government^ regulated nei-

ther by Jujlice, Reaforj, nor Humanity. Can it be thought, that,

France willbs at eafe in this manner, or that wife people will

think this an equitable way of governing? There needsonly ano-
ther defign, another paffion to fatisfie, another vengeance to ex-

ecute -

r and then, wo be to them who fhall- oppofe it ; for the

Dragoons will not forget their Office.

To thefe two Reflections, which refpect the French King and
his States, we may add a third, which will have regard to the

Interefts of Kings, Princes, ana! other powers of Murepe, as well

of one as of the other Rejigiori. We fhall not be much miftaken,.

if we fay, that they have a common and 'general concern herein •,

inafmuch as thefe skilful Artifts in mifery,do as much as f,hey can
to trouble the good understanding that is betwixt them and their

leople. We are perfwaded, that their wife and juft Government
will, in this refpect, put them beyond all fear : but this hinders

not examples of this nature, from being always mifchievous, and
naturally tending to beget in the minds of the Vulgar, (who com-
monly judge only of things in general) fefpitions and diftrufts of

their Soveraigns, as if they dream'd of nothing but devouring

their Subjects, and delivering them up to the Difcretion, or ra-

ther, the Fury of their Soldiers. The gfeater moderation and
Juflice that Princes have, the lefsthey are obliged to thofe who
funafn people with matter for inch dangerous thoughts, .which

may produce very ill Effects..

Befj-Je,.



( 40 )

Befide, is it not certain, that the Princes and States ofEurope^
cannot without a great deal of pleafure fee France, which makes
fo great a Figure in the affairs of the World, and gives them fo

powerful an influence, no;v put her felf in fuch a condition, as

that no juft Meafures can be taken from her ? For after fo fcan-

dalous and pnbiick a violation of the word of three Kings, and
of the public k Faith, what Credit can be given for the future, to

her Promifes or Treaties ?' It will not be fi fficient to fay, that

they will have no force but what Intereft: infp>res *, but that they

will hereafter depend on the Intereft or Capricioufnefsofa fort

of Heady People, that will give nothing either to the Laws of
Prudence or Equity, but manage all by force. If they have had
the power, to do within the Kingdom what they have lately put

in execution, what will they not do as to Affairs without? It

they have not fpared their own Country-men, with whom they

had daily Commerce, who were ferviceable to them, will they

fpare the unknown ? Will they have more refpect to Truces or

Conventions of four days Tranfaction, than to anEdiftof an
hundred years continuance, and that the moft Auguft and Solemn
that ever was which yet they made no other uie of then to

amufe a People, and to involve them more furely in an utter -De-

iblation.? Methinks they have refolvM to bring things to this

pafs, That there being no more Faith to be had in France, all her

Neighbours mould be continually upon their Guard again!! her,

and the more ib when fhe promifes, then when [he threatens;

more in Peace then in War , fo that there is no more hopes of

being at quiet, but what the Surety of Hoftages, or the diminu-

tion of her Forces can give.

This being foin refpectof all Princes and States in general,

what may the Proteftant Princes and States in particular think,

but that it is the defign of France to ruine them all, and to make
no flop till file has devoured them. Every body knows, that the

Proteftant Princes under ftand their Interefts well enough, to be

able to difcern them through the Clouds, wherewith they would

cOver them •, and 'tis not doubted but they fee, that this is a be-

ginning or Ellay, which France expects fhortly to give the lalt

ftrotk to. The Court there has fiffer'd it felf to be poffefsM

with grofs Bigotry, and a falfe Zeal of Catholicifm. 'Tis.the

Oenim a- la mode \ each there is become a perfecutor, even to

Fire and Sword ^ and there are fome perfwaded, that this (hall

weigh
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weigh down the Ballance. Vain Glory is no ("mall Ingredient in

this defign, Policy has her Pro fpe<5rs,aud M)itenes in it too ^ and

as thefe Profpects have no Bounds, fo her Myfterics want not in-

visible Springs, and furpriflng ways, which (he will joyn when (he

pleafes to the Power of Arms.' She thinks the Seafon is ripe, and

lhe needs only to dare. The eafinefs me has found in making
Coaquefts and Converflons fwells her Courage,and already fome

talk of nothing but a further progrefs in fo fair away. ' Tis to

be hoped that Proteftant Princes and States will irom thence

draw their juft Conclufions.

As to Catholick Princes and States , they have too fagacious

Judgments, not to fee how much they (hare in this Arrajr. lc

will be made ufe of to break the good u iderftanding which is be-

twixt them and the Pmeftants , by amu.'ingthofe with the fair

Pretext of theCatholick Religion, and cunningly infpiringthefe

with Jealosies oi a general Defign to deftroy them. If the Ca-
tholick Princes and States remove notthefe Sufpitions , if they

Cuffer France (till to aggrandize her (elf by her pretended Zeal

for Catholicifm , which at the bottom is but a Mask , they may
already be allured , that they are loft. It will fignifie little to

fay , We aregood Catholic^ as well as you , this will not fecure

them from Dragoons , all that will not take the Yoke (hill be He-
reticks-, nay, worfe than an Heretick - for now the greateft He-
refie is not to fiibmit} Spainfiermany and Italy already know this

in fome meafure.

But it will not be thought a Paradox, if, to all that we have

faid, we add, ThattheP^himfelf, and the whole Bocly of

the Roman Church , find themfelves fenfibly interefs'd in the

perfecution of us. And yet we will fay nothing herein , but

what is evident Truth, and which the wifeft of the Roman Ca*
tholicks muft agree to. For is it not the worft Character that

can be given of the Roman CIergy,to reprefent them, as an Order

of Men, who not onlycannot endure any thing that is not fubject

to them in a Religions , but alfo in Civil Society •, as Men that are

not content to Anathematize all that difpleafe them, but defign

nothing fo much as to exterminate them, not only to exterminate

them, but alfo to force their Confciences , andinfpire their Opi-
nions-, and propagate their way ofWorfhip by the knocking Ac*

gum^nts of Swards and Staves; as an Order of Men ^ who
neither Faith nor Juftice, who promifeonlytodeceive 3

who for

F a
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awhile curb their fury only, that afterwards they may the wore
infult,that in Teace as well as War, contrive only to overturn and
deft:roy,that make Allyances only to furprize, and finding them-
felves more powerful,^ieny thofe they have furprized the Liberty
toefcape. Theft are the exact Features and Colours by when
the R.man Clergy may be eafily known, if we judge of them by
the perfecution in France, the like whereof was never feen to
this day : The Egyptians and Ajfyrians once perfecuted the Jfrae-

'

litis, but forced them not to embrace the Worfhip of their Idols;

they contented themfelves with making them S!aves,without do-
ing violence to their Conferences. The Heathens and the Jews
perfecuted the primitive Chriftians, forced their Confciences in-

deed, but they had never granted them an Edict, nor by perftcu-

tingthem did violate the publick Faith, nor hindred them to

make their efcape by Flight. The Arriam cruelly perfecuted the

Orthodox, but befides that,they went not fo far, as to make th^
common fort of people fign formal Abjurations } there was no
Edict or Concordat between the Two Communions. Innocent

the 3d. by his Croyfadej, perfecuted the Waldenfes, and Albigenfe^

but thefe people alfo had no Edict. Etaamtel^King of Portugal, fu-

rioufly perfecuted the Jews, but he gave them leave to depart out
of his Kingdom, and they had no Edict. It was the fame with

I lofe Remains of the Moors , who had fetled themfelves in fome
Crntons of the Kingdom of Grahadajhey were defeated in aWar,
and commanded to retire into the Country from whence their An-
eeitors came. In the 1 aft Age the Duke of Alva, exercifed dread-

ful Cruelties- upon the Trotejiants of the Seventeen Provinces,hut he

did not hinder them from flying, nor violated any Edict •, and at

thewofft, death was their Releafe. The lnquifition is to this day

in Spain and Italy, but they are Countries, in which no Religion,

befides the Roman, was ever permitted by Edicts, and if the In-

quiiitors may be accuiedof Violence and Cruelty, yet they can-

not be convicted of Perfidioufnefs.

But in this foil Perfecution of Frar.ce
7
there are Five things that

(hike the Mind with horror; they make the Confciences and

Religion of Men to depend Soveraignly upon the Will of a King,

they violate a Faith Authentickly fworn to, they force Men to

b: Hypocrites,and wicked,by feeming to embrace aReligion which

they abhor; they prohibit all Flights or retiring out of to* King-

dom j they do not put to death, but prcferve Life to opprefs it

with
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witlffonger Torments. If after this the Court of Rome and its

Clergy, difperfed over the reft of Europe, difclaim not fo odious

and io criminal a Conduct ; if they condemn it not, it will bean
indelible Stain to the Honour of their Religion. Not only Pro-

te[tants,who are of a different Communion, but alfo in an infinite

number of their ownCatbolick*,wi[\ be mightily fcandaliz'd there-

at : nay, even the Turks and Jews 2nd Pa^ns will rife up in Judg-

ment againfl: them. They may already know what they have bin

condemned of, inwhatpaffed in the Council of Conftancs, con-

cerning John Hufs, and Jerom of Prague, whom they put to

Death, notwithstanding the fa fe Conduct of the Emperor Sigif-

MHnd; but there is fomething greater here .• There only Two
Men were concerned, here more than 1500000. thefe they put to

D.ath, and if they had done the fame to thefe, they would have

embraced their Djath with Joy and Comfort. The Council

thought its Authority greater than SigiftnuntPs, but there cannot

be produced one above that which has eftablifli'd our Edict.

We are not ignorant of the different iMethods which the Per-

fecutors take to ihelter themfelves frompublick Condemnation.

Some take a ipeedy courfe to deny the Fad ; and to perfwade

the Woi id, That Force and Violence have had nopare in the Onver-

fsnsjtut that they were foft^and calm^and voluntary , and that ifthere

were any Dragoons concerned therein, "'twas bccanfe the Reformed

themfelves defired them, that they might have a handfom fretence to

ckivge their Reltgton. Was there ever feen fo much Impudence ?

What will they not deny, who can deny what's done in the Face

of the Sun, and what a whole Kingdom from one end of it to

the other hath feen, and to this day fees ? For in the beginning of

the year 1686, whilftl am compofing this fad Rehearfal, they

continue to exercife in France the fame Rage, that ended the pre-

ceding year, the fame 'Dragoons both in Cities and Countries ex-

ecute the fame Fury againlt fome lamentable Remains of Prote-

ftants, who will not fall down and worfliip.

They are ufed like Rebels in their Peribns, in their Eftates, in

their Wives, and in their Children-, and if there be £ny diffe-

rence, 'tis in this that their fufferings are ftill increafing. Yet if

we will believe the Clergy, haranguing the King, and theBiflicp

of Valence their Speaker, he terls his Majefty how miraculous his

Reign is, feeing fuch infinite numbers of Converfions are made
to the Roman Church, without violences and Arms 7 much lefs,

F 2 faith
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. faith he, by the force of your Ediclj
1
as by the- example ofyour

exemplary Piety. If we will believe the greateft part of the Ab-
jurations which theie poor Oppreft People, are f irc'd to make,
they fpeak indeed the fame fence, viz,. That they\h&ve done this

without being cor,(IrairPd thereto; Thus is the Credulity of the

pubfck impos'd en : They have Seeds of Impofture fown at their

Feet, which are to grow with.the time. Pofterity who (hall fee

thefe RecordSjWil! believe they contain the truth ; Here,fay they,

is what has bin told the King,who muft not have falfhoods, offer'd

hi 11 •• Here is the proper acTs and deeds of thofethat were con-

verted. Why will not then Poflerity believe it, feeing that at

prefent, there are indeed people impudent enough, ortofpeak
better, paid well enough to publifh it in ftrange Countries^ and
there are found,credible perfons enough to believe it. But 1 pray
what likelihood. is there, that 150000 perfons already gone out

of France., without any thing containing them to ft,fhould leave

their Houfes, their Lands of Inheritance, their Effects, and feve-

ra.i their Wives and Children, for to wander about the World,
and lead a miserable Life. for. a humour. Is there any likelihood,

'that Perfons of Quality of both Sexes, who enjoyed 10, 1.5, 20,

30 thou fand Livers ver Annum, would abandon thefe their Eilates,

not only for themfelves, but. for, their Succeflors } expp:ethem~
felves to the perils, andineommodioufneis of long Journies,and

reduce themfelves in a manner to Beggary • which is a,conditioa

the moft infupportable in the world, to Perfons of Quality •, and
dl this" without any reafon, without any occafion/ What likeli-

hood thatthii 150 thoniand perfons who have already efcap'd,

fome
;
6f 'em into Switzerland , others into Germany

i fome inj&o

Jj&nmar}^ others into Holland,, fome, into Smdeland;. and othtq>

into England., and.fome into Jm.mca
f
wthQut\fee'mg or knowing

one auo.ther,- yet have agreed to tell the fame lie, and to fay with

one voice, That thzProteftants are cruelly perfecuted in France.. ;

and that by unheard of Severities they are fore'd to.change their

Religion ; altbo' there is no fuch matter? Is it likely that the Em-
bafladors and Envoys of Foreign Princes, fhouldiye allof thern in

confort, in telling them this new.s,wherein, there isno truth/ But I

pray, it in France tbePr.oteOaots thus voluntariIy,and without con-
ftraint changefheiiReligion,& that the-Dragoons are cai'd inoniy

as their good friends,whence happens this-fo ftritt&generalGiiardr

oil the Frontiers ,to hinder Peoples departure ?- Kjwi's it that the*

Prilons
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Prifons oftheKingdom-are crara'^,withFogrtives ftopt by the way f

Whence is it, that thofe who have chang'd, are watclfd with fuch'

great care to hinder their flight
:,
to the obliging them to depofk

fums of money to fecure them from the fufpition of it.' This

muft be an Epidemical J)idemper that has feiz'd on his Majefties

Subjects, that mail make them fly thus without reafon I But is

not this a fine cover, to fay that the Froteiiants have themielves

call'd in the i>ragoons,tohave the better pretence to Ghange their

Religion ? It is about 10 or more ye^rs lince there was a Bankfet

up to tra'ffick for Souls. Mr. Pelijon, has for a longtime bin the

great dealer of Paris, in this infamous Trade of purchafmg Con-
verts. Thefe Converfions' have of late, bin the only way of

gaining applsufe, and recompences at Court, and in a word, a

means of railing ones Fortune •, and yet we :mutt be to!d,that in*

Head of beingConverted by thefe eafie ways;we had rather choofe

the help cf JDragoons, that is, of being piliag'd. At leaft let any

one tell us, why fince thefe pretended voluntary Converiions,the

People not willing to go to Mafs, they have bin obliged t6 fend"

them Troops, and ufe them with the fame feverity as before.

This is fo grofs and palpable an untruth, that others have un-

dertaken to deiend thefe Violences, as being naturally of the ge-

nuineSpiric of the Catholick Church-; and for this putpofe, they
have continually in their mouths that paflage offthe Gofpel, com*-

pelie intrare, compel them to come in, and theperfecution which

the Orthodox of ^/WcJ^orTer'd the Donatifts &c.
Were this a place to difpute agaiufl thefe furious' IXvines,we-

could ecfily mow 'em the vanity of thefe allegations; ' b-*»c we-

(half rather ask' 'era, whether the Jews and Pagans had agreed-

upon an Edict with the Apoflles, when our Saviour fays to

them,, compel them to come in. Has- St. sAH%itfbin' t\zv written,

for H§ is ciredin this matter, That we ought to; tje perfidious to*

wards thofe whom weefteem asHeretick^.when we promised to

live with 'em like Brethren and fellow Ck^ens. Tie! Donariils,

had they any Edicts whfch would fheker 'em from the infults of
the Orthodox ? If we yield to this deteftable i>ivinity-- what will

become of all us Chriltians ? For in fhorq the-P<tpiftisasmuch

an.H.rak\io the Protcfttintt^M the Preteftdnts are to the Paftft; yen

tfifiK live together iu peace, on the Faith of Alliances, Treaties

and ^romifes. But thefe pubJick Pefts as much as
s

in them I ies

have brought all things into confufion,and zSt-att cfiVar. They
arm*,
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arm theCatholicks againft the Proteilant«,teaching theCatholicks

% this exsmple,that their Religion obliges him to betray andfur-
prife the Proteftants, when they can do it unpunifrYd ; and knock
cut their Brains if they wiH not change their Religion. They
arm the Proteftant againft the Catholick , for after all,what Peace
and Society can we have with People, who not only make no
Confcicnce to break their Faith ^ bat on the contrary, make it a

cafe of Confcience to break it, when they mail find occafion.

Thus have they by their Dragoons defolated a Kingdom, and
plunder'd above a 10.0 thoufand Families. Do we think this me-
thod, is pleafing to him, whom we both own to be the Author
of our Faith \ he has faid, That he will mt fitffer Hell Gates to w-
,ine hU.Cmrth \ but he has not faid, he will open Hell Gates tor

the propagating his Church. Now if there were any thing that

looks like the Gates of Hell, it is the perfecutions of France.

Whatibever Antipathy there may be between the See of Rome
and us, we will not believe that the prefent Pope has had any
part, or that the Storm has fallen on us from him. We know he

is a mild Prince,and his temper leads to more moderate Councils

than thofe of his Predeceflbrs. Moreover we know, the Clergy

of France do not always confult him in what they undertake - and
we have had o&eh offered to"us, what has bin done againft Rome,

to induce us to iit&mit our felves to the King's will in thefe other

• matters-.;, snd .how fmdl a 'deference is paid to its Authority. So
that we hope the Pope himfelf, confidering us ftill as Men and '

Chriftians, will condole o's, sad blame the methods ufed againft.

ns, had he no other reafb/v than the filtered ofReligion. Perhaps

cue day
t it mil be our turn to blame that which mil be taken againft

kirn.

However, 'tis certain the Proteftants of France are the moll
fit objects of publick companion, the world ever knew. Some
figh and lament under a hard Slavery, which they would willingly

change for Irons in Algiers or Turkje. For there they would not

be forced to tmnMahomtans^nd might Hill entertain fome hopes

ofliberty by the way of ranfcm Others are wandering about

ftrange Countries, ftript oftheir Eftates^ feparated in all proba-

bility, for ever from their Parents, their Relations and friends,

whom they have left in the moft' doleful condition imaginable.

Husbands have left their Wives, and Wives their Husbands *

Fathers their Children, and Children their Fathers. We have

feen
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feen our Eftates vaniffo in a moment, our Iioneft wa^ of living

,

our hopes, our Inheritances.

We have fcarcely any thing left us but our miferable Lives,and

they are fupported by the Charity of our Chrijiian Brethren.

Yet amongft all thefe Afflictions we are not deftitute of Com-
fort •, we,if ever any did, do truly fuffer for Confcience fake • the

Malice of our Perfeattors not being able to charge us with theleaft

Mifdemeanour. We have ferved our King and the State with Zeal

and Faithfulnefs. We have fubmitted to the Laws and to Magi-

flrates ; and for our Fellow-Citizens, they have no reafon to com-
plain of us. We have for Twenty years together fbffered with an

unexemplary patience all thefe furious and dreadful Storms afore-

mentioned. And when in Vivaretx. and Ovennes , fome have

thought themfelves bound in Confcience to preach ontheRuines
of their Temples illegally demolifht, their ' fmail number, which
were but a handful of Men, Women and Children, has only ferv-

ed to flir up more the Refignation and Obedience of our whole
Body. In thefe latter Storms we have been like Sheep, innocent

and without defence. We then comfort our felves in the Juftice

of our Caufe, and our peaceable Deportment under it.

Bat we comfort our felves likewife in the Chrijiian Comp&ffiSn
ftiewed us by Forrein princes^ and more especially of his Majefty

of England, who has received us into his Countries , fuccoured

and relieved us, and recommended ourdiffrefTed Condition to all

his Subje&s ; and we have found in them not only new Matters, or

the Affections of new Friends, but of real Parents and Brethren.

And as thefe bowels of Commiferation have been as Bain* to our

Wounds , fo we fhall never lofe the remembrance of it, and hope
we nor our Children fhall ever do any thing, by Gods Grace, un-
wouhy any of thefe their protections.

All our Affliction then is, to fee our Religion oppreffed in the

Kingdom of France •, fo many Churches wherein God was daily

ferved according to the fimplicityof theGofpel, demolifhed, fo

many Flocks difpers'd,fo many poorConfciences fighing and groa-

ning under their 'Bondage ; fo many Children deprived of the law-

ful Education of their Parent; but we hope that at length the

fame God who heard heretofore the Sighs of his People in the

Servitude of Egypt, will alfo hear at this time the Cries of his

Faithful Servants. We call not for Fire from Heaven , We are

fer no rename , we only pray that God would touch the Heart*
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of our Py-footers, that they may repent , and be faved together

with us. we entreat fuch a deliverance, as he in his Wifjom
fhall think fitting.

However 'twill be no Offence to God nor Good Men to leave

this Writing to the World, as a Pfoteftacion made before him,

and them againlt the(e Violencesjmore efpecially again ft the Edict

*of 1685. containing the Revocation of that of Nams, it being

in its own Nature inviolable, irrevocable, and unalterable. We
may, I fay, complain amongft other things again ft the worfe than

inhumane Cruelties exercifed on dead Bodies, when they are

drag'd along the Streets at the Horfe Tayls, and dig'd out, and
denyed Sepulchers. We cannot but complain of the Cruel Or-
ders to part with our Children,and fuffier them to be tfaptized^nd

brought up by our Enemies. But above all , againft the impious

and deteftable prac"tife,now in vogue., of • making Religion to de-

pend on the Kings pleafure, on the will of a Mortal Prince, ar,d

of treating perieverance in the Faith with the odious name ofRe-
bellion

l

s This is to make a God of Man, and to run back into the

Heathenifli pride and flattery amongft the Romans^ oranautho-
rifing of Atheifm or grofs Idolatry. In fine, we commit our

Complaints, and all our Interefts into the Hands of that Provi-

dence, which brings Good out of Evil, and which is above the

Hnderftanding of Mortals, whole Houfes arc in the Ztafe

AN
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An EDICT of the French KING, Trohihiting,

all Publick Exercife of the Pretended Reform-
ed Religion in His Kingdom.

LEWES, by the Grace of God, King of France and of Navarre, t»

all prefent and to come, Greeting. King Henry the Great, Our
Grandfather of Glorious Memory, defying to prevent, that the Peace
which he had procuredfor his Subjects, after the great Loffes they had
fttftawed, by the long continuance of Civil and Forreign Wars , might
not be difturbed by occafionofthe pretended Reformed Religion,as it had
been during the Reigns of the Kings his Predecefferj, had by his EdiEt

given at Nantes,, in the Month of April, 1598. Regulated the Con-.

duEl which was to be ebferved with Refpecl to thofe of the,faid Religion^

the places where they might publickjy exercife the fame, appointedex~

traordinary Judges, to administer Juftice to them ; and lafily,alfo byfe-
deral diftinB Articles provided for every thing,which he judged need-

ful for the maintenance of Peace and Tranquility in his Kingdom, and
to diminijh the Averfion which was between thofe, of the one and other

Religion , and this, to the end that he might be in a better conditionfop
the taking fome effe&ualcourfe (which he was refolvedto do) to reunite

thofe again tQ the Church, who uponfo flight occafions had withdrawn

themfelves from it. And forafmnch as this Intention of the King,our

faid Grandfather, could not be effected, by reafon of his fuddain and
precipitated Death ; and that the Execution of the forefaid Edit! was

interrupted during the Minority ofthe late King, Our moft Honoured

Lord and Father, of Glorious Memory, by reafon of fome new Enters

prifes of thofe of the pretended Reformed Religion, whereby they gave

cccafionfor their being deprived of feveral Advantages which had been

granted to themjby the forefaid Edit!: Notwithfiar,ding
y
the King,Our

Jaid late Lord and Father, according to his wonted Clemency, granted

them another Edit! at Nifmes^ the Month of July 1629, bymeans of
which the Peace andQu ;et of the Kingdom being now again re-eftablifh-

ed, thefaid late Kingfeeing animated with thefame Spirit and Zealfor

Religion^ as the King our faid Grandfather was^ refohed to maks

G go od



good ufe of this Tranquility^ by endeavouring to put this pious defign

in Execution, hutWart abroad, coming on a few years after, fo that

from the Tear 1655, to the Truce which was concluded with the Princes

of Europe, in 1684. The Kingdom having been only for fome [hort

Intervals altogether freefrom troubles, it was not poffible to do any

other thing for the advantage of Religion, Jave only to diminish the

number of places permitted for the Exercife of the Pretended Reformed

Religion, as well by tht1 Interdiction of thofe which were found erected

iu prejudice to the aifpofal made in the faid Ed 51, as by fuppreffwg

the mix'd Chambers of Judicature, which were compofed of an equal

number of Papifis and Protefiants, the erecting of which was only done

by Provifion, and to ferve the prefent Exigency.

Whereas therefore at length it hath pleafed God to grant, that Our

Subjects enjoying a perfect Peace, and We Our felves being no longer

taken up with the cares of protecting them againft our Enemies, are

now in a condition to make good ufe of the faid Truce, which we

have on furpofe facilitated, in order to the applying our felves en-

tirely in thefearching out of means, which might fuccefsfully effect

and accomplifh the defign of the Kings, onr faid Grandfather and

Eother, and which alfo have been our intention everfmce we,'came to

the Crown ; we fee at prefent (not without a juft acknowledgment

of what we owe to God on that account^) that our endeavonrs have
attained the end we propofed to Our felves , forafmuch as the greater

and better part of our Subjects of the faid Pretended Reformed Re-

ligion have already embraced the Catholiek^, and fince by means

thereof, the Execution of the Edict of Nantes, and of all other Or*

dinances in favour of thefaid Pretended Reformed Retigionr is made

ttfelejs, we judge that we can do nothing better towards the entire

effacing of the Memory of thofe Troubles, Onfufion and Mifchief^

which the Prbgrefsof that falfe Religion, hath been the caufe of in

Our Kingdom, and which havegiven occafion to the faid Edict, and
to fo many other Edicts and Declarationswhich Went before it

y
or were

madefince with reference thereto, than by a total Revocation of thefaid

Edict of Nantes, and the particular Articles and Conceffions granted

therein, and whatfoever elfe hath been Enacted fince in favour of the

faid Religion*

I.

We mafe known, that We, for thefe and other Reafonsm thereto mo-
' mng, and of cur certain Knowledg, full Power and Royal Authority,

have by the prefent perpetual and irrevocable Edict, Supprefid and

AtinulPd

«.u
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Annulled, dofupprefs and annul the Edith ofthe King* ourfaid Grand-

father , given at Nantes in April, 1 598 in its whole extent , together

with the particular Articles ratified the Second o/May, next fol-

lowing , and Letters Patentgrantedthereupon ; at likewife the Edith

given at Nifmes, in July 1629. declaring them null and void, as if

they had never been Enabled, together with aH tht Concejfions granted

in them, at well as other Declarations, Edicts, and Arrejls, to thofe

of the PretendedReformed Religion, of what Nature foever they may
be, whichJhall all continue a* if they never had been. And in purfu-

ance hereof, weWW, andit is our Pleafure, that all the Churches of

thofe of thePretenaed Reformed Religion, fcituate in our Kingdom
v

Countries, Lands, and Dominions belonging to us, be forthwith demo-

tijhed.

II.

We forbid our Subje&j of the Pretended Reformed Religion toAJftm.

hie themfelves, for time to tome, in order to the Exercife of their Reli-

gion, in any Place or Houfe under what Pretextfoever, whether theJ"aid

places have beengranted by the Crown, or permitted by the Judges of
particular Places ; any Arrefks of our Council , for Authorising and

Efi^blijhingofthefaid placesfor Exercife, notwithflanding.

III.

We Ukewife prohibit aU Lords, of what conditionfoever they may be,

to have any publicity Exercife in their Houfes and Fiefs, df what

quality foever thefaid Fiefs may be, upon Penalty to all our faid Sub-

jetts, who Jhall have thefaid Exercifes performed in their Houfes or

otherwife, of Confifcation of Body and Goods.

IV.

W We do flrifllyCharge and Command aU Miniflers tf tie faid Pre-

tended Reformed Religion, who are not willing to be Converted, and

to embrace the Catholick Apoftolick andRoman Religion^ to depa ; t

out of our Kingdom and Countries under our Obedience , fifteen days

after the Publication hereof, fo as not to continue there beyond the f^id

ttrm, or within the fame, to Preach, Exhort, or perform -any other

Minifterial FunUipn, upon pain of beingfern to the Calleys.

G 2 Our
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OurWift and Pleafureu, thatthofe Mlnifteriwho fhallbe conver-

ted^ do continue to enjoy^during their Lives, and their WHoWs after

their deceafe,fo long as they continue fo , the fame Exemptions from
Payments and Quartering of Souldiers,which they didenjoy during the

time of their Exercife ofthe Miniferid Funtlion. Moreover We wrS

caufe to bt paid to thefaid Mimfters , during their Lives a Tenficp,

which by a third Part jhalt exceed the appointed Allowance to them a*

Minifiers •, the halfof whieh Penfwn fhallbe continued to their Wives,

after their Deceafe, as long at theyJhall continue in the fiat e of Wid-

dow hood.

VI.

Andin cafe any ofthe faid MinifterstyaUbe willing to become Ad-
vocates, or to take the Degree of Dctlors in LaW

1
We will and Vndcr-

ftand that they be difpenfedwith , as to the three Tears of Study , which

are prefcribed by our Declarations, as requifke, in order to the taking

of the faid Degree, and that after they have pafPd the ordinaryEx-

aminations , they be forthwith received as Doclors, paying only the

Moyctyofthofe dues which are ufually paid upon that account in every

Vniverfity.

VII.

We prohibit any particular Schools for injimtting the Children of
thofesfthe Pretended Reformed Religion,and ingeneral all other things

whatfoerer, which may import a Conceffion of what kind foever, in fa-
vour of the faid Religion.

VIII.

Andas to the Children which (hall for the future he born of thofe of
the faid Pretended Reformed Religion , Our Will and Pleafure is,that

henceforward they be baptised by the Curates of our Parishes
; '

ftriVvly

charging their refpe&ivcFothers and Mothers to take care they be fent
to Church in order thereto , upon Forfeiture of.500 Livres or more, as

it fhall happen. Furthermore, Our IVtfl is, that the faid Children be af
terwards educated and brought up in the Catholick, Apoftolick and
Roman Religion, and give an exprefs Charge to allOut Jujlkes,
to take care thefami be performed accordingly*

IX And



(S3)

IX. •

And for a Mark m mr Clemency towards tbifeof our Subjects

of the fad Pretended Reformed Religion, who have retired themfelves
out of our Kingdom, Countries and Territories, before the Publica-
tion of this our prefent Edict, mr veiH and meaning is, t hat in, cafe

they rei urn thither again, within the time of four Months, from the

time of the Publication hereof they may, and it frail be lawful for
them, to Re enter upon the Pojfejfion of their Goods and Efiates, and
enjoy the jame in like manner , as they might have done in cafe
they had always continued upon the place. And on the contrary, that

the Goods of all thofe, who within thefaid time of four Months, J}]all

not return into our Kingdom , Countries or Territories , under our Obe-
dience, which they have forfaken, remain and be Confifcattd inpurfn~

met ofour Declaration of the loth.of Auguit lajl.

X.

We moft exprejly and [triElly forbid aSeur Subjefls of thefaidpre-
tended Reformed Religion, them, their Wives or Children, to depart out

of our faid Kingdom, Countries ,or Terri tones under our Obedience, or

to Tranfport thence their Goods or EffeSis , upon penalty of the Gally
y

for Men, and of Conf'[cation of Body and Goodsfor Women.

XL
,

-

»

Our Will and Meaning is, that the Declarations titade again/} thofe

who fnaU relapfe , be Executed upon them according to their Form and
Tenor.

Moreover, thofrofthe faid Pretended Reformed -Religion, in the

meantime, till it JhaM >pleafe Godto enlighten them as well as others,

may abide in thefeveral rcficUivc Cities and places of cur Kingdoms,

Countries and Territories under our Obedience, and there continue their

Commerce, andenjoy their Goods andEftates, without being ar.y way
molefted upon account of thefaid PretendedReformed Religioni,upon con-

dition neverthelefs,as aforementioned, that they do not ufe any public^

Religious Exercifejior affemble themfelves upon the account of Prayer

'or Worfloip ofthe faid Religion, ofwhat kind/oever the[me may be, up*

on forfeiture above fpectfied of Body and Goods.

.

Accordingly^
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Accordingly, We Will and CommandMr Trufty and Beloved Coun-

cilors, the People holding our Courts of Aids at Paris, Baylffi, Cnief

Juftices, Provofts, and other our Jnftices and Officers to whom it apper*

tains, and to their Lieutenants, that they caafe to be Read, Published and

Regiftred,this Our prefent EdiB in their Courts and Jurifdi&ions, e-

ven in vacation time, and the fame keep pHntlually y without con-

travening or fafftring the fame to be contravened • for fuch i* Our

Wit and Pleafure, And to the end to make it a thing firm ana* ftablet
we have caufed ourSealto be put to the fame, Cjiven at Fountain-

bleauinth* Month of O&ober, in the Tear of Grace 1685, and of
Our Reign.the 43.

Signed

LEWES,
This (Tgnifies the?
Lord Chancellors£VISA.
perufal 3

Le Tellier*

Sealed with the Great Seal of Green-Wax,
upon a Red and Green firing of Silk.

KEgiftred and Publified, the Kings Procurator or Attorney Gene*

ral,tf&uiringit %
in order to their being Executed according to

lorm and 'tenor , and the Copies beingExamined and Compared, fern

to thefeveral Courts of Juftice, Bailywickj, and Sheriffs Courts ofeach

Deftribl, to be there entred and Regiflred in like manner, and charge

given to the Deputies of thefaid Attorney General, to take care to fee

thefame Executed and put in Force, and to certipe the Court thereof.

At Vans in the Court of Vacations the zid.of October, 1 685.

Signed

Vela&aum*

The
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Tlie (Profeffion of the Catholick, Jpoflolick, and Ro-
man Faith,, which the Revolting Proteftants in

France are to Subfcrlbe and Swear to.

^—Jr

N the Name of the Father,Son,and Holy Ghoft t Amen. I Belief-

~^and Confefs with afirm Faith ,all and every thing and things con

tainedin th. Creed which is ufedbythe Holy Church ofKomt%viz.lre'

ceive and embrace moftfincerely the Apoflolicl^ and Ecclefiaftical Tra-
ditions^ and other Observances ofthefaid Church* In like manner J re-

ceive the Scriptures, but in the fame fenfe as. the faid Mother Church

hath , and doth now underhand and expound the fame, for whom and to

whom it only doth belong to judge of the Interpretation of the Sacred

Scriptures } and I will never take them, nor underftand them otherwife

than according to the unanimous confent of the Fathers.

Jprcfefs that there be truly and properly feven Sacraments of the .

New Law, instituted by our Lordjefus Carift, and neceffary for the

*j$-atvffiion of Mankind, altho not equally needful for every one^

viz. i?aptifmj Confirmation, the Eucharift, Penance, Extream
Unction, Orders and Marriage •, and that they do confer Grace; and
that J?apiifm and Orders may not be reiterated without Sacriledge : I
receive and admit alfo the Ceremonies received and approved by the Ca-

. tholic Church in the folemn adminiftration of the forementioned Sacra-

I receive and emhrace all and every thing and things which have

been determined concerning Original Sin and Juftification by the holy-

Council of Trent.

/ Ukewife profefs, that in the MafS there is offered up to God,a true9

proper, and propitiatory, Sacrifice for the Living and 'Dead ; and that

in the Holy Sacrament of the Eucharift, there is truly,really and fub-

ftantially,the Body and Blood, together with the Soul and Divini-

ty of our Lord Jefus Chrifl: -, and that in i> there is made a change

of the wholefubfiance of the Bread into his Body,and of the whole fub-

ftance ofthe Wine into his Blood, which change the Catholick Church

calls Tranfubftantiation. I confefs alfo, that under one only of thefe

two "Elements, whole Chrift and the true Sacrament is received.

I conjlantly believe and affirm, that there is aPurgatory,and that the

Stiuls there detained, are relieved by the Suffrages of the Faithful.

Inlikg manner^ I believe that the Sams reigning in GloryWith Jefns

Chrift^
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Chrifl, are to he mrfbipped and invccatedby us, and that they efftr up

Trayert to God for us,and that their Rettques ought to be honoured.

Moreover, Ido moft ftedfaft ly avowjhat the Images of JefmChrift,
ofthe Bleffed Virginjke Mother cfGod^andof other §aintt, ought to be

kip and retained , and that due Honour and Feneration ntuft be yield-

ed unto them.

JLlfo I do affirm, that the power of Indulgence was left to the Church

by Chrijt Je\us, and that the nfe thereof is very beneficial to Chriftians,

Ido ac^noMedg the holy Catholick^ j4pcftolick^ar:d Roman Church ~

to be the Mother and Mifirefs of all other Churches ; and J frefefs and

fwear true obedience to the Pope of Rome, Succejforofthe Blejjed St.

Peter, Vrineeof'the'Jpofilesrand Vicar of Jefus Chrifl.

In like manner I own-and profefs, without doubting^ all other things

left defined and declared by the Holy Canons and General Councils, ef-

ptciaily by the mofl holy Council of Trent •, and withal ^ I do condemn,

rejetlf andholdforaccurfed7 aUthingsthat are contrary thereto ; and

all thofe Herefies which have been condemned, rejetled,and accurfi3 by

the Church.

And then freearing upon the- Boo\ofthe Gofpel, the Party recanting

mufi fay : I promiie, vow and fwear, and moft conitantly pro-

iefs, by God's affiftanee, to keep intirely and inviolably 3 , unto

death, this lelf feme Catholick and Apoftolick Faitht oat of which

m perfen can be faved -, and this I do moft truly and willingly pic-

fefs, and that 1 will to the utmoft of my Power, endeavour that

it may be maintained and upheld as far as any ways belong to my
charge ; fo help me God and the holy Virgin. ^
Jhe Certificate lehich the Tarty (Recanting is to leave

with the briefly before ivhom he makes his Abjuration.

Inn. of tfjePattfljof NtJoCetttfieailMjomit map
Concent, Cfjat Ijatana aclmoMeogeo tlje falfe*

nefe of tlje p?etenoeo mefo?meo, ano tije tottf) of tlje

CatljOltCft f&ellgtOttj of my own Free-will , without any

compuifion, 3 fiaHe acco^tititgl^ mane l&ofetttonoftlje
fails Catljolicft ano Eoman Eeltgton m tljefCljurclj of
N.tn tfjefiantigof n.n. 3in Cefftmonp of tfie Ctut&
iDfjeteof, 31 imfte fignen tW 3ct in tlje p^efence of tfte

OTttnette&> tufjofe Bameg are unoet amtten, %Wm*&*
sap of tlje C^ontfiof tlje--^'pear of tlje Betgn of out
^o&etarsnllo^ tije&utk, ano of out Eefcempttofr *»

FINIS.


