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LIFE IS A JOURNEY
By: Enney K. Lawson
The Class of '99

Life is a journey, with each step we take everyday

All the dreams that we have, can so easily slip away.

We must take every moment we have,

to do something that will make someone glad

Then, we will truly experience great joy and never be sad.

Be true to yourself in everything that you do
Show love and understanding, they will come back to you.

Cherish all your friends that are dear

Let them know just how much you care

And like a light, you'll shine among others everywhere.

Whatever you do, there's a message that comes through

Will it be a building block or a stepping stone from

me and you?

Are we so morally blind, that we cannot see
That today's youth are mimicking you and me?
Our children are in pain, and to immoral practices

they turn for relief from the same.
We can no longer stand by, while they groan and sigh

Under society's heavy load, they will suffer and die.

We must help the weak become strong

Each one help one, whether it's a woman or a man.
We are brothers and sisters regardless of the color

of our skin

It's who we are and what we stand for,

That caring person within.

So, as we venture out in the street and highway
Remember, life is a journey with each step we take

everyday.



The joy of graduation will be followed by a tinge of sadness. The friendly chats with

other students and professors will be sorely missed. I will not see my friend Toni Delia

as often anymore, although our friendship after meeting at the college will be lifelong

I'm sure. She has been an inspiration with her positive attitude.

The professors here have always been there to motivate us and give us a helping

hand along the way. I would especially like to thank Professor Rupert Campbell whose
booming voice as he drove his point across I will always recall. He also gave us a lot of

humor which made his class truly enjoyable. And special thanks to Professor Beni who
taught me to be a better thinker through his Problem Solving and Critical Thinking lec-

tures. A sad farewell to Professor Thomas Napolitano who I enjoyed kidding with all the

time and to Professor Mohamed who so patiently explains the intricacies of statistics.

All the professors in fact have been truly wonderful. I believe if there is one thing they

taught us through the daily discourses in the classroom is to be tolerant of the views

and opinions of others. Also, to closely examine evidence before we form our own opin-

ions.

As a transfer student I can truly say that St. Joseph's curriculum better prepared me
to deal with real life situations than the previous college I attended. The dedication of

the staff here is unlikely to be encountered anywhere else. I hope that the college will

continue its tradition of turning out graduates well equipped to take on world problems
and issues. Good luck to all graduates of the 1 999 class and continue reaching for the

top.

Elba Fernandez
The Class of '99

Toni Delia and Elba

Fernandez
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The Sea of Blue

As a child, my perception of a Police Officer was the person in the blue uniform who
helped me cross busy streets and find my way when i was lost. The officer who would
scold me and threaten to tell my mom if I misbehaved. The officer who rushed me to the

hospital when I was sick or hurt. The "Cop" on the beat rain or shine "to serve and pro-

tect" my neighbor and friend.

As a teenager/young adult my perception changed. The officers on the corner who
were always willing to help were gone. In their place were cops in cars who were always
speeding by and seemed to have no time to stop. If someone was injured they came,
but stayed in their cars and didn't help. If you flagged them down because you needed
assistance, they rudely responded "dial 91 1

" and drove off. The "cop in the car" rude,

uncaring and not a part of my neighborhood.
As a student at St. Joseph's College my perception changed again. The officers I

encountered were "human" just like me. They have families, they have struggles, and
they have dreams. As classmates we laugh, study, and share our experiences and our
pains; perhaps the only noticeable differences were our jobs. For instance, when I get
home from work I can talk about things that I've done and seen during the day. My
classmates usually can't do this because most of what they have seen and had to do
in the course of their day is at times to revolting to even think about, forget about dis-

cussing it with anyone. My thoughts of retiring from my current job consist of starting a
new career, starting my own business, and traveling. These officers wonder if they will

even live long enough to retire. Over the past three years, I also discovered that these
men and women are by no means rude or uncaring. In fact they care so much that it

hurts, but they must keep their feelings inside and concentrate on getting the job done
because in their profession emotions could cost them their lives

As a member of the graduating class of 1 999 I leave these officers the following:

The hope that the stress and strains of the job do not defeat them.
A Prayer that when the time comes for their retirement these men and women will be

able to exchange their badges for their hearts, their weapons for their souls, and their

uniforms for their emotions.
My wish is that the "Sea of Blue" remains filled with the officers that I recall from my

childhood and those that I had the pleasure of meeting as a student at "St. Joseph's
College".

Theresa M. Adams
The class of '99
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We have concluded the 1 998 - 1 999 school year and I am finally graduating.

I would like to take the opportunity to write a few words to certain

professors who have made an impact during my "stay" at St. Joseph's

College.

Professor Angela Diaz: You were my initial contact at St. Joseph's College.

Admissions and Registration was quite confusing. I heard through the

grapevine that you thought I asked too many questions. Thanks for putting up

with all ofthem. By the way, when will my final transcript be sent to the Police

Academy?

Professor Daniel Beni: You were my first instructor at St. Joseph 's College. I

didn 't know what to expect as I entered your classroom in the Spring of 1995.

My fears soon disappeared asyou welcomed all ofus. You must have done some-

thing right to keep me from quitting school. After all I did take a total of three

classes with you. Problem Solving for Professionals was my favorite.

Professor Thomas Napolitano: I was warned that you ruled your classroom

with an iron fist and that you were one ofthe toughest professors at St. Joseph 's

College. Since Iam a glutton forpunishment, I decided to takeachance. I could

honestly say that I did not regret doing so. I learned so m uch from your valuable

lessons. I am sure that I will utilize all the information attained in my future

career. After attending Process ofManagement, Organizational Behavior, and

Human Resource Management, I startedgetting the funny feeling that you were

glad to finally get rid ofme!

Professor Dr. Robert Polito: Who would have ever thought that after having

you as a teacher in high school, I would be in the same classroom with you years

later? During high school, I was able to cope with the four years ofreligion. On

the other hand, the four years ofLatin were quite brutal and I was glad to get

cb



—^
through it. As I sat in your Business and Ethics class, I was quite fearful that you

would start reciting Latin passages once again. I am so grateful that you didn 't!

By the way, you haven 't aged one bit. How do you do it ?

Professor Clarence Stanley: Thank you for introducing us toyour friend, Moe

Green. He made for interesting topic ofclassroom discussions. Remember to

always keep your wonderful smile, it is great for public relations!

Professor Harry Gaffney: lam sure that you are scru tin izing this piece ofwrit-

ing. Iknow that it is not perfect and that there are probably lots ofgrammatical

errors. However, this is "fun writing"and an exception can be made. The words

of encouragement that you gave me as I handed in my writing assignments

meant a lot to me. I am more confident in my writing skills as a result ofyour class.

Professor Martin Jaffe: As a police officer, I was under the misconception

that your Business Law class would be a breeze. After all, I already mastered

Criminal Law. How much more difficult could Business Law be ? I found out

the true answer to this question rather quickly. I will never become a lawyer!

Professor Barbara Schork: Your Group Dynamics class during the interces-

sion last year was quite intense. I learned that team work is of utmost impor-

tance and that every now and then we all need to rely on each other. The expe-

rience shared amongst the class will always be cherished. The last day ofclass

actually brought a tear to my eye.

Finally, I am grateful that I had the opportunity to meet a lot ofnew friends

at St. Joseph "s College. Good Luck to all in your future endeavors!

Fraternally,

Marisol Calzadilla - Marino

Graduate Class of '99
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Dear Graduates

The famed anthropologist Margaret Mead has written, "If we are to achieve a richer

culture, nch in contrasting values, we must recognize the whole gamut of human

potentialities, and so weave a less arbitrary social fabric, one in which each diverse

human gift will find a fitting place."

This quote comes to mind at graduation because it is at this time that we hear from so

many of you about what you most valued during your years at the College. Often

mentioned are two interrelated dynamics which directly parallel the College's stated

goals to affirm the dignity, freedom, and inherent value of each person, and to foster an

environment of openness to the exploration and understanding of diverse ideas,

traditions, and cultures. The accomplishment of these goals is realized, in part, as a

result of the design of the curriculum and the efforts of our dedicated faculty But the

full realization of our intent is accomplished by the act of individual students-with

diverse experiences and ideas-coming together to form a community of learners with a

common purpose For as you have striven together to acquire knowledge and achieve

your goals, you have shared mutual respect and the bond of your humanity, and in this

you can be proud

I would like to extend appreciation to Darnel Bern and S Carole Lessard for the work

that they have done to make Achievements 99 such a success. May it serve as a reminder

of the journey of your accomplishment and of the friendships you made along the way.

Thomas G Travis, Dean

Division of General Studies
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Dear Graduates,
Your graduation this June represents the realization ot a long held dream, the attainment of your

baccalaureate degree. You have worked long and hard and have demonstrated great commit-

ment to your studies, your families, and those you serve professionally. I hope this yearbook pro-

vides you with a rich source of memories of your college days at Saint Joseph's.

This year I would like to thank Theresa M. Adams, Marisol Calzadilla-Marino, Jacqueline D.

Davoren, Paula Dozier, Elba Fernandez, and Enney K. Lawson for contributing articles to this edi-

tion of Achievements. Your words eloquently capture the unique struggles and special rewards

of the adult learner.

I also would like to extend my appreciation to S. Carole Lessard, Susie James, Sadie McMillan,

and Yvonne Griffin for their support - without which Achievements would not have become a

reality.

In conclusion, I extend my best wishes to the graduates of the class of 1 999. May your achieve-

ments be bright and bold and reflect all that your cherish for years to come.

Cordially,

Kw
Daniel Beni



Well, anotheryear has passed, and I am not ready to graduate as I had hoped. I am
excited for the class of 1 999, and wish I could be joining them, but realize I must adjust

my goals according to changes in my life.

That is what makes St. Joseph's College so special to me. It offers classes and
schedules to fit the lives and circumstances of most working adults with families.

Whether we are students who push very hard, double up on courses and feel an

urgency to finish as quickly as possible, or those who require a slower more cautious

pace, St. Joseph's gives us the opportunity to complete our education.

All students are susceptible to problems with their health, families or work that can
impact their coursework. Completion and a degree may mean a promotion, reem-
ployment, or even a new career.

The professors and academic counselors at St. Joseph's College are supportive

and helpful when adjustments must be made so we can attain our goals. We all have
an opportunity to walk away with a diploma! (It just may take some of us a little longer

than others).

Paula Dozier

The class of 2000!!
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GRADUATES OF THE CLASS OF 1 999
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Sadie McMillan
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Members of the CEO Club served

refreshments to participants along the route

of New York City Marathon, November,
1998.
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Robertha Aaron, Barbara Murraŷ

Patricia Cirillo

Linda Fonte

Elizabeth Levy



Desire

By: Enney K. Lawson
The Class of '99

Everyone in this world has a reason
To dream, inspire and achieve.

Although it may just last for a season
We must have the faith to believe.

Take time to be understanding
A gift some people do not possess.
Together with hope and forgiveness

We have a recipe for success.

In all of us there is passion
An ingredient which drives us along
And, a mind filled with great imagination

It is the key to our master plan.

We should set goals that are realistic

Then, make them a part of our daily lives

We will find that our day can be fantastic

As the plans mature before our very eyes.

Disappointments are hard to overcome
Hold on to your dreams and be true.

Keep going until the task you began is done
Someday success will come to you.

Remember the word perseverance
Without it, where would we be?
Having a sense of determination

Will win victory for you and me.
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