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A

CHRISTIAN DIRECTORY.

PART III.-
CHRISTIAN ECCLESIASTICS:

OR,

DIRECTIONS TO PASTORS AND PEOPLE ABOUT SACRED DOCTRINE,
WORSHIP, AND DISCIPLINE, AND THEIR MUTUAL DUTIES.
WITH THE SOLUTION OF A MULTITUDE OF CHURCH CON-
TROVERSILES, AND CASES OF CONSCIENCE.

READER,

TuarT this Part and the next are imperfect, and so much
only is written as I might, and not as I would, I need not
excuse to thee, if thou know me, and where, and when I
live. But some of that which is wanting, if thou desire,
thou mayst find, 1. In my * Universal Concord.” 2. In
my * Christian Concord.” 3. Inour “ Agreement for Cate-
chising,” and my ‘ Reformed Pastor.” 4. In the “Re-
forng Liturgy,” oﬁ'ered\t’;'tl'l—e_:i—mmmsloned bishops at
the Savoy. Farewell.

- CHAPTER 1.
Of the Worship of God in general.

* Tuat God is to be worshipped solemnly by man, is con-
fessed by all that acknowledge that there is a God*. But
about the matter and manner of his worship, there are no.

* Qui totos dies precabantur, et lmmolnbmt, ut sui liberi sibi superstites essent,

ZOL v.
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small dissensions and contentions in the world. I am not
now attempting a reconciliation of these contenders; the
sickness of men’s minds and wills doth make that impossi-
ble to any but God, which else were not only possible, but
easy, the terms of reconciliation being in themselves so
plain and obvious as theyare. Butit is Directions to those
that are willing to worship God aright, which I am now to
give.

Direct. 1. < Understand what it is to worship God aright,
lest you offer him vanity and sin for worship. The wor-
shipping of God is the direct acknowledging of his Being
and perfections to his honour.’ Indirectly or consequen-
tially he is acknowledged in every obediential act by those
that truly obey and serve him: and this is indirectly and
participatively to worship him: and therefore all things are
holy to the holy, because they are holy in the use of all, and
Holiness to the Lord is, as it were, written upon all that
they possess or do (as they are holy): but this is not the
worship which we are here to speak of; but that which is
primarily and directly done to glorify him by the acknow-
ledgment of his excellencies. Thus God is worshipped
either inwardly by the soul alone, or also outwardly by the
body expressing the worship of the soul. For that which
is done by the body alone, without the concurrence of the
heart, is not true worship, but an hypocritical image or
shew of it, equivocally called worship®. The inward wor-
ship of the heart alone, I have spoken of in the former Part.
The outward or expressive worship, is simple or mixed : sim-
ple when we only intend God’s worship immediately in the
action ; and this is found chiefly in praises and thanksgiv-
ing whlch therefore are the most pure and slmple sort of
expressive WOl'Shlp Mixed worship is that in which we

superstitiosi sunt appellati: quod nomen postea latius patuit. Qui autem omnia,
quee ad cultum Deorum pertinerent, diligenter retractarent, et tanquam relegerent,
sunt dicti religiosi, ex relegendo, ut elegantes ex eligendo, & diligendo diligentes, ex
intelligendo intelligentes.  Ita factom est in swperstitioso et religioso ; alterum vitii
nomen, alterum laudis. Cic. Nat. D. ii. 72.

b If they that serve their God with mere words, and ceremony, and mimical
actions, were so served themselves, they might be silenced with Aristippus’s defence
of his gallantry and surnptuous fare, Si vituperandum, ait, hoc esset, in celebritatibus
deorum profecto non fieret, Laert. in Aristip. So Plato allowed drunkenness only
in the feasts of Bacchus. )
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Jjoin some other intention, for our own benefit in the action ;
as in prayer where we worship God by seeking to him for
mercy; and in reverent hearing or reading his Word, where
we worship him by a holy attendance upon his instructions
and commands; and in his sacraments where we worship
him by receiving and acknowledging his benefits to our
souls; and in oblations where we have respect also to the
use of the thing offered ; and in holy vows and oaths, in
which we acknowledge him our Lord and Judge. All these:
are acts of divine worship, though mixed with other uses.

It is not only worshipping God, when our acknowledg-~
nents (by word or deed) are directed immediately to him-
self ; but also when we direct our speech to others, if his:
praises be the subject of them, and they are intended di-
rectly to his honour: such are many of David’s psalms of
praise. Bat where God’s honour is not the thing directly
intended, it is no direct worshipping of God, though all the
same words be spoken as by others.

Direct. 11. ‘Understand the true ends and reasons of our
worshipping God ; lest you be deceived by the impious who
take it to be all in vain.” When they have imagined some:
false reasons to themselves, they judge it vain to worship-
God, because those reasons of it are vain, And he that un-
derstandeth not the true reasons why he should worship
God, will not truly worship him, but be profane in neglect-
ing it, or hypocritical in dissembling, and heartless in per-
forming it. The reasons then are such as these. -

1. The first ariseth from the use of all the world, and
the nature of the rational creature in special The whole
world is made and upheld to be expressive and partici-
pative of the image and benefits of God. God is most
perfect and blessed in himself, and needeth not the world
to add to his felicity. Buthe made it to please his blessed
will, as a communicative good, by communication and ap-
pearance : that he might have creatures to know him, and to
- be happy in his light; and those creatures might have a fit
representation or revelation of him that they might know |
him. And man is specially endowed with reason and ut-
terance, that he might know his Creator appearing in his
works, and might communicate this knowledge, and express
that glory of his Maker with his tonglie, which the inferior
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creatures express to him in their being®. So that if God
were not to be worshipped, the end of man’s faculties, and
of all the creation must.- be much frustrated. Man’s rea-
son isgiven him that he may know his Maker; his will,and
affections, and executive powers are given him, that he may
freely love him and obey him; and his tongue is given him
principally to acknowledge him and praise him: whom
should God’s work be serviceable to, but to him that made
it? - : : '

2. As it is the natural use, so it is the highest honour of
the creature to worship and honour his Creator: is there a
nobler or more excellent object for our thoughts, affections,
or expressions? And nature, which desireth its own per-
fection, forbiddeth us to choose a sordid, vile, dishonour-
able work, and to neglect the highest and most honourable..

3. The right worshipping of God doth powerfully tend
to make us in our measure like him, and so to sanctify and
raise the soul, and to heal it of its sinful distempers and im-
perfections. What can make us good so effectually as our
knowledge, and love, and communion with him that is the
chiefest good? Nay, what is goodness itself in ‘the crea-
ture if this be not. As nearness to the sun giveth light and
heat, 8o nearness to God, is the way to make us wise and
good ; for the conteraplation of his perfections is the means
to make us like him. The worshippers of God do not exer-
cise their bare understandings upon him in barren specula-
tions ; but they exercise all their affections towards him,
and all the faculties of their souls, in the most practical and
serious manner, and therefore are most likely to have the
liveliest impressions of God upon their hearts; and hence
it is that the true worshippers of God are really the wisest
and the best of men, when many that at a distance are em-
pl_oyed in mere speculations about his works and him, re-
main almost as vain and wicked as before, and professing
_ themselves wise, are (practically) fools?,

4. The right worshipping of God, by bringing the heart
into a cleansed, holy, and obedient frame, doth prepare it to
command the body, and make us upright and regularin all
the actions of our lives; for the. fruit will be like the tree;

¢ Read Mr. Herbert's Poem called “ Providence.”
4 Rom, i. 21, 22.
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and as men are, so will they do. He that honoureth not his
God, is not like well to honour his parents or his king : he
that is not moved to it by his regard to God, is never like
to be universally and constantly just and faithful unto men.
Experience telleth us that it is the truest worshippers of
God that are truest and most conscionable in their dealings
with their neighbours: this windeth up the spring, and order-
eth and strengtheneth all the causes of a good conversation,

6. The right worshipping of God is the highest and
most rational delight of man. Though to a sick, corrupted
soul it be unpleasant, as food to a sick stomach, yet to a
wise and holy soul there is nothing so solidly and durably
contentful. As it is God’s damning sentence on the wicked,
to say, “ Depart from me *;” so holy souls would lose their
joys, and take themselves to be undone, if God should bid
them, “ Depart from me; worship me, and love me, and
praise me no more.” They would be weary of the world,
were it not for God in the world ; and weary: of their lives,
if God were not their life.

6. The right worshipping of God prepareth us for hea-
ven, where we are to behold him, and love, and worship him
for ever. God bringeth not unprepared souls to heaven:
this life is the time that is purposely given us for our prepa-
ration ; as the apprenticeship is the time to learn your
trades. Heaven is a place of action and fruition, of perfect
knowledge, love, and praise: and the souls that will enjoy
and praise God there, must be disposed to it here; and
therefore they must be much employed in his worship.

7. And asit is in all these respects necessary as a means,
80 God hath made it necessary by his command. He hath
made it our duty to worship him constantly ; and he know-
eth the reason of his own commands. *‘ Itis written, Thou
shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou
serve!. If God should command us nothing, how is he our
Governor and our God ? and if he command us any thing,
what should he command us more fitly than to worship him?
and he that will not obey him in this, is not like to obey
him well in any thing ; for there is nothing that he can with
less shew of reason except against; seeing all the reason in

e Matt. xxv. 41. vii. 23. f Matt. iv. 10.



6 CHRISTIAN DIRECTORY. [PART 111.

the world must confess, that worship is most due to God
from his own creatures.

These reasons for the worship of God being undeniable,
the objections of the infidels and ungodly are unreasonable :
w8, Object. 1. “ That our worship doth no good to God ; for
be hath no need of it.” Answ. It pleaseth and honoureth
bim, as the making of the world, and the happiness of man
doth : doth it follow that there must be no world, nor any
man happy, because God hath no need of it, or no addition
of felicity by it? It is sufficient that it is necessary and
good for us, and pleasing unto God.

Object. 11. “ Proud men are most unlike to God; and it
is the proud that love to be honoured and praised.” Answ.
Pride is the affecting of an undue honour, or the undue af-
fecting of that honour which is due. Therefore it is that
this affectation of honour in the creature is a sin, because
all honour is due to God, and none to the creature but de-
rivatively and subserviently. For a subject to affect any of
the honour of his king, is disloyalty; and to affect any of
the honour of his fellow-subjects is injustice : but God re-
quireth nothing but what is absolutely his due; and he
hath commanded us even towards men, to give *fear and
honour to whom ihey are due®.”

Direct. 111, © Labour for the truest knowledge of the God
whom you worship.” Let it not be said of you, as Christ
said to the Samaritan woman, “ Ye worship ye know not
what®:” nor as it is said of the Athenians, whose altar was
inscribed, “To the unknown Godi.” You mustknow whom
you worship; or else you cannot worship him with the
heart, nor worship him sincerely and acceptably, though
you were at never so great labour and cost: God hath no

leasure in the sacrifice of fools *.” Though no man know
iim perfectly, you must know him truly. And though God
taketh not every man for a blasphemer, and denier of his at-
tributes, whom contentious, peevish wranglers call so, be-
cause they consequentially cross some espoused opinions
* of theirs; yet real misunderstanding of God’s nature and
attributes is dangerous, and tendeth to corrupt his worship
by the corrupting of the worshippers. For such as you
take God to be, such worship you will offer him ; for your

« Rom. xiii. 7. ® John iv. 22, b Acts xvii. ¢3. R Eccles. v. 1. 4.
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worship is but the honourable acknowledgment d@ his per-
fections; and mistakingly to praise him for supposed im-
perfections, is to dishonour him and dispraise him. If to
know God be your eternal life, it must needs be the life of
all your worship. Take heed therefore of ignorance and
error about God. :

Direct. 1v, ‘Understand the office of Jesus Christ as our
great high priest, by whose mediation alone we must have
access to God.” Whether there should have been any
priesthood for sacrifice or intercession if there had been no
sin, the Scripture telleth us not expressly; but we have
great reason to conjecture there would have been none, be-
cause there would not have been any reasons for the exer-
cise of such an office. But since the fall, not only the Scrip-
tures, but the practice of the whole world doth tell us that
the sinful people are unmeet immediately thus to come to
God, but that they must come by the mediation of the
priest, as a sacrificer and intercessor. So that either na-
ture teacheth sinners the necessity of some mediator, or the
tradition of the church hath dispersed the knowledge of it
through the world : and certainly no other priest but Christ
can procure the acceptance of a sinful people upon his own
account ; nor be an effectual mediator for them to God, un-
less in subserviency to an effectual mediator who can pro-
cure us access and acceptance for his own sake. For all
other priests are sinners as well as the people, and have as
much need of a mediator for themselves. 1. See therefore
that you never appear before God, but as sinners, that have
offended him, and have deserved to be cast out of his fa-
vour for ever, and such as are in absolute necessity of a me-
diator to procure their access and acceptance with God:
come not to God without the sense of sin and misery. 2.
See also that you come asthose that have a mediator in the
presence of God ; even Jesus our high priest who appeareth
before God continually to make intercession for us: come
therefore with holy boldness, and confidence, and joy,
baving so sure and powerful a friend with God, the beloved
of the Father, whom he heareth always.

Direct. v. ¢ Look carefully to the state of thy soul, that
thou bring not an unholy heart to worship the Most Hely
God.” Come not in the love of sin, nor in the hatred of ho-
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liness ;, for otherwise thou hatest God,and art hated of him,
as bringing that before him which he cannot but hate. And
it is easy to judge how unfit they are to worship God, that .
hate him ; and how unlike they are to be accepted by him
whom he hateth. “ My voice shalt thou hear in the morn-
ing, O Lord ; in the morning will I direct my prayer unto
thee, and will look up. For thou art not a God that hath
pleasure in wickedness, neither shall evil dwell with thee.
The foolish shall not stand in thy sight; thou hatest all the
workers of iniquity. Thou shalt destroy them that speak
leasing: the Lord will abhor the bloody and deceitful man.
But as for me, I will come into thy house in the multitude
of thy mercies ; and in thy fear will I worship. toward thy
holy temple'.” * If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord
will not hear me™.” ‘ Who shall abide in God’s taberna-
cle, but he that walketh uprightly and worketh righteous-
ness"?” God will be sanctified in them that come nigh him ;
and are unsanctified persons fit for this? and can theun-
holy offer him holy worship? * The carnal mind is enmity
against God;” is it fit then to serve and honour him®?
“ Let him that nameth the name of Christ depart from ini-
quity?.” It is a purified, peculiar, holy people that Christ
hath redeemed to be the worshippers of God, and as priests
to ““ offer him acceptable sacrifices.” If you will *“ receive
the kingdom that cannot be moved, you must have grace
in your hearts to serve God acceptably with reverence and
godly fear: for our God is a consuming fire.” I know an
ungodly person, as soon as he hath any repenting thoughts,
must express them in confession and prayer to God. But
as no prayers of an ungodly man are profitable to him, but
those which are acts of his penitent return towards God ;
so no worship of God hath a promise of Divine acceptance,
but that which is performed by such as sincerely return to
God : (and such are not ungodly). * The sacrifice of the
wicked is abomination to the Lord, but the prayer of the
upright is his delight*.” I know the wicked must * seek
. the Lord while he may be found, and call upon him while he

i Psal. v. 3—7. m Psal. Ixvi. 18. » Psal, xv. 1, 2.
© Rom. viii. 7, 8. See 2 Cor. vi, 15—18. P ¢ Tim. ii. 19.
®q Tit. ii. 14. 1 Pet. ii. 5, 9. i " Heb. xii. 28,29.

s Prov. xv. 8.

. »
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is near :” but it must bein “forsaking his way and thoughts
and turning to the Lord'.” Simon Magus must first “re-
pent of his wickedness,” and then pray that the thoughts
of his heart may be forgiven him®. O come not in thy un-
holy, carnal state to worship God, unless it be as a penitent
returner to him, to lament first thy sin and misery, that
thou mayst be sanctified, and reconciled, and fit to wor-
ship him. .

Direct. vi. ‘ Yet take it not as sufficient that thou art in
a state of sanctification, but also particularly sanctify thy-
self to every particular address to God in holy worship.’
Even the child of a king will not go rudely in dirt and fil-
thiness into his father’s presence. Who would not search
his heart and life, and cleanse his soul from his particular
pollution, by renewed repentance and purposes of reforma-
tion, before he venture to speak to God? Particular sins
have made sad breaches between God and his children, and
made foul work in souls that the blood of Christ had cleansed.
Search therefore with fear, lest there should be any reviving
sin, or any hidden root of bitterness, or any transgression
which thou winkest at, or wilfully cherishest in thyself;
that, if there be such, thou mayst bewail and hate it, and
not come to God as if he had laid by his hatred of sin.

Direct. vi1. - Whenever thou comest to worship God,
labour to awaken thy soul to a reverent apprehension of the
presence, and greatness, and holiness of his majesty, and
to a serious apprehension of the greatness and excellency
of the holy work which thou takest in hand.” Remember
with whom thou hast to do*. To speak to God, is another
kind of work than to speak to the greatest prince on earth,
yea, or the greatest angel in heaven. Be holy, for the Lord
your God is holy. Te sanctify the name of God, and come
in holiness before him, is to apprehend him as infinitely ad-
vanced above the whole creation, and to come with hearts
that are separated from common things to him, and elevated
above a common frame. A common frame of heart in wor-
ship (such as we have about our common business) is mere
profaneness. If it be common it is unclean. Look to your
feet when you go to the house of God?. Put off the shoes
of earthly, common, unhallowed affections, whenever you

¢ laa.lv. 6, 7. ° Acts viii, 2. * Heb. iv. 13. Y Eccl. v. 1,
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tread on holy ground, that is, when you are about holy work,
and when you draw near the Holy God. In reverent ado-
ration say as Jacob, ‘“ How dreadful is this place! this is
none other but the house of God, and this is the gate of
heaven®.”

Direct. vin. “ In the worship of God, remember your
communion with the holy angels, and with all the hosts of
heaven.” You are the servants of the same God, and though
you are yet far below them, you are doing that which tend-
eth towards their dignity ; for you must be equal with them.
Your work is partly of the same kind with theirs: it is the
same holy Majesty that you admire and praise, though you
see him yet but as in a glass. And the angels are some of
them present with you, and see you though you see not
them: you are commanded to respect them in your behaviour
in God’s worship. If the eye of faith were so far opened,
as that in all your worshipping of God, you saw the blessed
companies of angels, though not in the same place and
manner with you, yet in the same worship and in commu-
" nion with you, admiring, magnifying, extolling, and prais-
ing the Most Glorious God, and the glorified Redeemer,
with flaming, fervent, holy minds, it would sure do much
to elevate your souls, and raise you up to some imitation
and resemblance of them®. You find that in God’s public
worship, it is a great help to the soul, in holy cheerfulness
and fervour, to join with a full assembly of holy, fervent,
cheerful worshippers: and that it is very difficult to the
best, to keep up life and fervent cheerfulness in so small, or
“ignorant, or profane a company, as where there is none to
concur with us. O then, what a raising help would it be,
to praise God as within the sight and hearing of the hea~
venly praises of the angelical choir! = You see how apt men
are to be conformed to the company that they are in. They
that are among dancers, or gamesters, or tipplers, or filthy
talkers, or scorners, or railers, are apt to do as the company
doth, or at least to be the more disposed to it. And they
that are among saints, in holy worship or discourse, are apt
to imitate them much more than they would do in other

* Gen xxviii. 17.  Sec Isa. vi. 1,3, 5.
2 See Mr. Ambruse’s book of Communion with Angels; and Zanchy on the
same subject: and Mr. Lawrence’s and Dr, Hammond’s Annotat.on 1 Cor. xi.
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company.. And what likelier way is there, to make you
like angels in the worshipping of God, than to do it as in
the communion of the angels ? and by faith to see and hear
them in the concert? The angels disdain not to study our
studies, and to learn “ by the church the manifold wisdom
of God®.” They are not so far from us, nor so strange to
us and our affairs, as that we should imagine ourselves to be
out of their communion. Though we may not worsbnp
them °, we must worship as with them.

Direct. 1x. ‘ Take special care to the matter of your
worship, that it be such as is agreeable to the will of God,
to the holiness of his nature, and the directions of his Word;
and such as hath a promise of his acceptance.” Offer him
not the sacrifice of fools, who know not that they do evil,
and are adding to their sins, while they think they are pleas-
ing him. Bring no false fire unto his altars : let your zeal
of God be according to knowledge. For no zeal will make
a corrupt, unlawful kind of worship, to be acceptable unto
God®.

Direct. x. ¢ See that you perform every part of worship
to the proper end to which it is appointed: both as to the
ultimate, remote, and nearest end.” The end ig essential to
these relative duties. If you intend not the right end, you
make another thing of it: as the preaching of a sermon to
edify the church, or putting up a prayer to procure God’s
blessings, is not the same thing as a stageplayer’s profane
repeating the same words in scorn of godliness, or an hypo-
crite’s using them for commodity orapplause. The ultimate
end of all worship and all moral actions is the same, even
the pleasing and glorifying God®. Besides which every
part of worship hath its proper, nearest end. These must
not only be distinctly known, but actually intended. It is
God in Christ that a holy worshipper thirsteth after and
seeketh for in every part of worship, either to know more
of God, and of his will, and blessings; or to have some
more communion with him, or some further grace commu-

» Eph.iii. 10. 1 Pet. i. 12. ¢ Col. ii. 18.
¢ Adulteriom est, impium est, sacrilegium est, quodcunque humano furvre in-

stituitur, ot dispositio Divina violetur. Cyprian. Eccles. v. 1, 2. Lev. x. 1—38.
Rom. x. 8, 3.

* 1 Cor. x.31. 2 Tim. ii. 4.
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nicated from him, to receive his pardoning, or cleansing,
or quickening, or confirming, or comforting, or exalting
grace; to be honoured or delighted in his holy service, or
to make known his grace and glory for the good of others,
and the honour of his name. Here it is that God proclaim-
eth his name as Exod. xxxiv. 6. The ordinances of God’s
worship are like the tree in which Zaccheus climbed up
(being of himself too low) to have a sight of Christ. Here
we come to learn the will of God for our salvation; and
must enter the assembly with such resolutions as Cornelius
and his company met, Acts x. 33. “ We are all here met
to hear all things commanded thee of God:” and as Acts
ii. 37. and Acts xvi. 30. to learn what we must do to be
saved. Hither we come for that holy light, which may
shew us our sin, and shew us the grace which we have re-
ceived, and shew us the unspeakable love of God, till we are
humbled for sin, and lifted up by faith in Christ, and
can with Thomas, as it were, put our fingers into his wounds,
and say in assurance, “ My Lord and my God :” and as Psal.
xlviii. 14. ““ This God is our God for ever and ever: he will
be our guide even unto death.” Here we do as it were with
Mary sit at the feet of Jesus, to hear his Wordf, that fire
from heaven may come down upon our hearts, and we may
say, “ Did not our hearts burn within us while he spake to us,
and while he opened to us the Scripturess?” Here we cry
to him as the blind man, “ Lord that I may receive my
sight.” We cry here to the watchmen, “Saw ye him whom
my soul loveth®.” Here we are in his *“ banqueting house,”
under the ““ banner of his love'.”” We have here the sealing
and quickenings of his Spirit, the mortification of our sin,
the increase of grace, and a prospect into life eternal, and a
foresight of the endless happiness there. See then that you
come to the worship of God with these intentions and ex-
pectations ; that if God or conscience call to you (as God
did sometime to Elias) “ what dost thou-here?” you may
truly answer, I came to seek the Lord my God, and to learn
his will that I might do it. And that your sweet delights
may make you say, “ Blessed are they that dwell in thy
house, they will be still praising thee*.” If thou come to

f Luke x. 39. & Luke xxiv. 32. b Cant, iii. 3,
i Cant. ii. 4. k Psal, Ixxxiv. 4.
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the worship of God in mere custom, or to make thy carnal

heart believe that God will forgive thee because thou so far

servest him, or to quiet thy conscience with the doing of

a formal task of duty, or to be seen of men, or that thou mayst

not be thought ungodly, if these be thy ends, thou wilt

speed accordingly. A holy soul cannotlive upon the air of
man’s applause, nor upon the shell of ordinances, without

God who is the kernel and the life of all: it is the love of

God that brings them thither, and it is love that they are

exercising there, and the end of love, even the nearer ap-

proach of the soul to God, which they desire and intend. .
Be sure then that these be the true and real intentions of
thy heart.

Quest. ¢ But how shall I know whether indeed it be God
himself that I am seeking, and that I perform his worship
to the appointed ends ?’

Answ. In so great a business it is a shame to be unac-
quainted with your own intentions. If you take heed what
you do, and look after your hearts, you may know what you
come for, and what is your business there. But more par-
ticularly you may discern it by these marks: 1. He that
bath right ends, and seeketh God, will labour to suit all his
duties to those ends, and will like that best which is best
suited to them : he will strive so to preach, and hear, and
pray, not as tends most to preferment or applause, but as
tendeth most to please and honour God, and to attain his
grace : and he will love that sermon or that prayer best, that
is best fitted to bring up his soul to God, and not that which
tickleth a carnal ear. Mark what you fit the means to, and
you may perceive what is your end. 2. If it be God him-
self that you seek after in his worship, you will not be sa-
tisfied without God : it is not the doing of the task that will
satisfy you, nor yet the greatest praise of men, no not of
the most godly men; but so far as you have attained your
end, in the cleansing, or quickening, or strengthening of
the soul, or getting somewhat nearer God, or pleasing or
honouring him, so far only you will be contented. 3. If
God be your end, you will be faithful in the use of that
more private and spiritual worship, where God is to be found,
though no human applause be there to be attained. 4. And
you will love still the same substantial, necessary truth and
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duty, which is to your souls as bread and drink is to your:
bodies ; when those that have carnal ends will be looking
after variety and change, and will be weary of the necessary
bread of life. By observing these things you may discern
what are your ends in worship. .
And here I must not let go this necessary Direction, till
I have driven on the reader with some more importunity to
the serious practice of it. It is lamentable to see, how many
tarn the worship of God into vile hypocrisy, and dead for-
mality ; and offer God a carrion for a sacrifice, and yet their
consciences are 8o far from checking them for this heinous
sin, that they are much pleased and quieted by it, as if they
had deserved well of God, and proved themselves very godly
people, and by this sin had made him amends for the com-
mon sins of their lives. Is it God himself, and his sancti-
fying grace that those men seek after in his worship, who
hate his grace and scorn sanctification, and can leave God
to be enjoyed by others, if they may but enjoy their fleshly
pleasures, and riches, and honours in the world? Even the
haters of God and holiness are so blinded, as to persuade
themselves that in his worship they are truly seeking that
God and holiness which they hate. And O what a deal of
pains is many aformal hypocrite at to little purpose ; inspend-
ing many hours in outside, heartless, lifeless worship, while
they never thirsted after God, nor after a holy conformity
to him, communion with him, or fruition of him, in all their
lives! O -what a deal of labour do these Pharisees lose in
bodily exercise which profiteth nothing, for want of a right
end in all that they do! because it is not God that they
seek : when “ godliness is profitable to all things’.” And
what is godliness but the soul’s devotedness to God, and
seeking after him? We have much ado to bring some men
from their diversions to God’s outward worship : but O how
much harder is it to bring the soul to seek God unfeignedly
in that worship where the body is present! When David
in the wilderness was driven from the sanctuary, he crieth
out in the bitterness of his soul, *“ As the hart panteth after
the water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee O God : my
soul thirsteth for God, for the living God: when shall I
come and appear before God : my tears have been my meat
. ! 1 Thm. iv. 8. :
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day and night, while they continually say unto me, where is
thy God ?” You see here that it was God himself that Da-
vid thirsted after in his'worship. Alas! what is all the out~
ward pomp of worship, if God be not the end and life of all?
Without htm how vain a thing would the words of prayen,
and preachlng, and the administration ' of the sacraments
be? Itis not the dead letter, but the quickening spirit that
maketh the dead in sin to live ; that convinceth or comfort-
eth the soul; or maketh the worshipper holy or happy.
Nay it is some aggravation of your misery, to be destitute
of true communion with God, while you seem to worship
him; and tp be far from him in the heart, while you draw
80 near him with the lips: to boast of the temple of the
Lord, and be forsaken by the Lord of the temple! That
Capernaum shall be cast down to hell, that is but thus lift
up to heaven ; and it will be easier for Sodom in the day of
judgment, than for such as had the public ordinances with-
out God. David left the ark with Absalom at Jerusalem;
but God was not with Absalom but with David. No mar-
vel if such hypocrites grudge at all that is costly in God’s
service ; even the necessary maintenance of the ministers :
for if they have only the shell of ordinances without God, it
will scarce requite them for their cost. No marvel if they
think all their pains too much, when they take up with the
chaff which is scarcely worth their pains. No wonder if
they find small pleasure in God’s service: for what plea~
sure is there in the husks or chaff, or in a deaf nut? No
wonder if they grow no better, no holier or stronger by it:
for what strength will chaff and shadows breed? No mar-
vel if they are quickly weary, and if a little of such religion
seem enough, when the life, and spirits, and strength, and
sweetness is neglected. O sinners, remember, that God de-
sireth not yours but you, and all your wealth and service is
as nothing to him, if he have not yourselves, (when yet you
are g0 little worth the having). Nay, how earnestly doth he
sue to have you! How dearly hath he bought you! he may
challenge you as his own. Answer this kindness of God
aright : let no ordinance nor any common mercy satisfy you,
if you bave not God himself. And to encourage you let”
me further tell you,

If it be God himself that thou seekest in his worshlp
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(sincerely) thou shalt find him: because thou hast chosen
the better part, it shall not be taken from thee. Because
thou hungerest and thirstest after him thou shalt be satisfied.
What joyful news is this to the thirsty soul! 2. Thou art
most welcome to God with these high desireff: this holy
ambition and aspiring of love is only acceptable to him. If
all ordinances be nothing to thee without God, he will see
that thou understandest the true use of ordinances, and put
down thy name among his lovers, whom he cannot despise.
He loveth not to see men debase their souls, to feed on
husks and chaff with hypoerites, any more than to feed on
filth and dirt, with sensualists and worldlings. As he ac-
cepted Solomon’s prayer because he asked not for little
.things, but for great, so he is very much pleased with the
soul, that is unsatisfied with all the world, and can be con-
tent with nothing lower or worse than God himself. .3. Nay
because thou seekest God himself, thou shalt have all things
with him -that are worth the having™. When hypocrites
have but the carcase and shadow, it is thou that shalt have
the substantial food and joy. As they that were with Paul
when he was converted, did hear the voice butsawno man®;
8o others shall hear the sound of the Word, and the name
of God ; but it is thou that shalt see him by faith that is in-
visible, and feel the power and efficacy of all. Thou shalt
hear God speak to thee, when he that sitteth in the same
seat with thee, shall hear no more than the voice of man.
It is he that seeketh after God in his ordinances, that is re-
ligious in good sadness, and is employed in a work, that is
worthy of an immortal, rational soul. The delights of ordi-
nances as they are performed by man, will savour of his im-
perfections, and taste of the instrument, and have a bitter-
ness often mixed with the sweet; when the delight that
cometh from God himself will be more pure. Ordinances
are uncertain: you may have them to-day, and lose them
to-morrow ! when God is everlasting, and everlastingly to
be enjoyed. O therefore take not up short of God, in any
of his worship, but before you set upon it, call up your souls
to mind the end, and tell them what you are going to do,
~that you miss not of the end for want of seeking it. The
devil will give hypocritical worldlings leave to play them
= Matt,vi. 83. Rom. viii. 28, ® Actsin.?.
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with the most excellent ordinances, if he can but keep God
out of sight, even as you will let your children play them
with a box of gold, as long as it is shut, and they see not
what is within.

Direct. x1. ‘ Be laborious with your hearts in all God’s
worship to keep them employed on their duty; and be
watchful over them, lest they slug or wander.” Remember
that itis heart-work that you are principally about. And
therefore see that your hearts be all the while at work. Take
yourselves as idle when your hearts are idle. And if you
take not pains with them, how little pains will they take in
duty! If you watch them not, how quickly will they lie
down, and forget what they are doing, and fall asleep when
you are in treaty with God! How easily will they turn
aside, and be thinking of impertinent vanities? Watch
therefore unto prayer and every duty°.

Direct. x11. * Look up to heaven as that which all your
duties tend to, that from thence you may fetch your encou-
raging motives.” Doallas a means to life eternal : separate
no duty from its reward and end. As the traveller remem- -
bereth whither he is going all the way, and a desired end
doth make the foulest steps seem tolerable; so think ir
every prayer you put up, and in every duty, that it is all for
heaven.

Direct. x111. * Depend upon the Spirit of God for help.’
You cannot seek God spiritually and acceptably without
him. Think not that you are sufficient to worship God
aright without his help. Where this is despised or neglect-
ed, you see what lamentable work is made by blind, cor-
rupted nature in God’s service. Sensual wretches thathave
not the Spirit, are fitter for any thing than to worship GodP.
« If he that hath not the Spirit of Christ be none of hiss,”
then he that pretends to worship God without the Spirit of
Christ, can ill think to be heard for the sake of Christ.

Direct. x1v. ¢ Look also to your tongues and the de-
portment of your bodies, that the whole man may worship

*God in holiness as he requireth.” Pretend not your good
meanings, nor the spirituality of your worship, to excuse
you from worshipping also with your bodies. Your hearts

® 1 Pet.iv. 7. 8 Tim. iv. 5. P Jude 19. 3 Rom. viii. 9,
VOL. V. [
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must be first looked to; but your words and bodies must
next be looked to: andif you regard not these, it is hardly
‘credible that you regard your hearts. 1. Your words and
gestures are the due expression of your hearts : and the heart
will desire to express itself as it is. Many would express
their hearts to be better than they are; and therefore good
expressions are oft to be suspected. But few would ex-
press their hearts as worse than they are; and therefore bad
appearances do seldom lie. 2. Your words and actions are
needful to the due honouring of God. As evil words and
actions do dishonour him, and the unseemly, disorderly per-
. formance of his service, is very injurious to such holy things ;
8o your meet and comely words and gestures are the exter-
nal beauty of the worship which you perform: and God
should be served with the best. 3. Your words ‘and ges-
tures reflect much on your own hearts. As acts tend to the
increase of the habits ; so the external expressions tend to
increase the internal affections, whether they be good or
‘evil. 4. Your words and gestures must be regarded for the
good of others, who see not your hearts, but by these ex-
* pressions. And where many have communion in worship-
‘ping God, such acts of communion are of great regard.

CHAPTER II.

Directions about the Manner of Worship, to avoid all Corrup-
tions, and fulse, unacceptable Worshipping of God.

.Tue lamentable contentions that have arisen about the
manner of God’s worship, and the cruelty, and blood, and
divisions, and uncharitable revilings which have thence fol-
lowed, and also the necessary regard that every Christian
must have to worship God according to his will, do make it
needful that I give you some Directions in this case.

Direct. 1. “ Be sure that you seriously and faithfully prac-
tise that inward worship of God, in which the life of religion
doth consist: as to love him above all, to fear him, believe
him, trust him, delight in him, be zealous for him ; and that
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your hearts be sanctified unto God, and set upon heaven
and holiness:’ for this will'be an unspeakable help to set
you right in most controversies about the worshipping of
God*. Nothing hath so much filled the church with con-
tentions, and divisions, and cruelties about God’s worship,
as the agitating of these controversies by unholy, unexpe-
rienced persons: when men that hate a holy life, and holy
persons, and the holiness of God himself, must be they that
dispute what manner of worship must be offered to God by
themselves and others; and when the controversies about
God’s service are fallen into the hands of those that hate all
serious serving of him, you may easily know what work
they will make of it. As if sick men were to determine or
dispute what meat and drink themselves and all other men
must live upon, and none maust eat but by their prescripts,
most healthful men would think it hard to live in such a
country. As men are within, so will they incline to worship
God without. Outward worship is but the expression of in-
ward worship : he that hath a‘heart replenished with the love
and fear of God, will be apt to express it by such manner of
worship, as doth most lively and seriously express the love
and fear of God. If the heart be a stranger or an enemy to
God, no marvel if such worship him accordingly. O could
we but help all contenders about worship to the inward light,
and life, and love, and experience of holy, serious Chris-
tians, they would find enough in themselves, and their ex-
periences, to decide abundance of controversies of this kind :
(though still there will be some, that require also other helps
to decide them). Itis very observable in all times of the
church, how in controversies about God’s worship, the ge-
nerality of the godly, serious people, and the generality of
the ungodly and ludicrous worshippers, are ordinarily of
differing judgments ! and what a stroke the temper of the
soul hath in the determination of such cases!

Direct. 11. < Be serious and diligent also in all those
parts of the outward worship of God that all sober Chris-
tians are agreed in.” For ifyou be negligent and false in so
much as you confess, your judgment about the controverted
part is not much to be regarded. God is not so likely to

s Read on this subject a small book which I have written, called ** Catholic
Unity.”
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direct profane ones and false-hearted hypocrites, and bless
them with a sound judgment in boly things, (where their
lives shew that their practical judgments are corrupt,) as the
sincere that obey him in that which he revealeth to them.
We are all agreed that God’s Word must be your daily me-
ditation and delight®; and that you should “speak of it lying
down and rising up, at home and abroad<;” and that we
must be constant, fervent, and importunate in prayer, both
in public and private?. Do you perform this much faith-
fully or not? If you do, you may the more confidently ex-
pect that God should further reveal his will to you, and re-
solve your doubts, and guide you in the way that is pleasing
to him. But if you omit the duty that all are agreed on,
and be unfaithful and negligent in what you know, how un-
meet are you to dispute about the controverted circum-
stances of duty! To what purpose is it, that you meddle in
such controversies? Do you do it wilfully to condemn your-
selves before God, and shame yourselves before men, by
declaring the hypocrisy which aggravateth your ungodli-
ness? What a loathsome and pitiful thing is it, to hear a
man bitterly reproach those who differ from him in some
circumstances of worship, when he himself never seriously
worshippeth God at all! When he meditateth not on the
Word of God, and instead of delighting in it, maketh light
of it, as if it little concerned him ; and is acquainted with
no other prayer than a little customary lip service! Is such
an ungodly neglecter of all the serious worship of God,
fit person to fill the world with quarrels about the manner of
his worship ?

Direct. 111. ‘ Differ not in God’s worship from the com-
mon sense of the most faithful, godly Christians, without
great suspicion of your own understandings, and a most di-
ligent trial of the case.” For if in such practical cases the
common sense of the faithful be against you, itis to be sus-
pected that the teaching of God’s Spirit is against you: for
the Spirit of God doth principally teach his servants in the
matters of worship and obedience.

There are several errors that I am here warning you to
avaid: 1. The error of them that rather incline to the judg-

b Psal. i, 2. ¢ Deut. vi. 6—8.
4 1 Thess. v. 17. Luke xviii. 1. James v. 16.
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ment of the ungodly multitude, who never knew what it was
to worship God in spirit and truth. Consider the great dis-
advantages of these men to judge arightin sucha case. (1.)
They must judge then without that teaching of the Spirit,
by which things spiritual are to be discerned®. He that is
blind in sin must judge of the mysteries of godliness. (2.)
They must judge quite contrary to their natures and inclina-
tions, or against the diseased habits of their wills. And if
you call a drunkard to judge of the evil of drunkenness, or
a whoremonger to judge of the evil of fornication, or a covet-
ous, or a proud, or a passionate man to judge of their
several sins, how partial will they be? And so will an
ungodly man be in judging of the duties of godliness.
You set him to judge of that which he hateth. (3.) You
set him to judge of that which he is unacquainted with. It
is like he never throughly studied it: but it is certain he
never seriously tried it, nor hath the experience of those,
that have long made it a great part of the business of their
lives. And would you not sooner take a man’s judgment
in physic, that hath made it the study and practice of his
life, than a sick man’s that speaketh against that which he
never studied or practised, merely because his own stomach
is against’it? Or will you not sooner take the judgment
of an ancient pilot about navigation, than of one that never
was atsea? The difference is as great in this present case.
2. And I speak this also to warn you of another error,
that you prefer not the judgment of a sect or party, or some
few godly people, against the common sense of the general-
ity of the faithful: for the Spirit of God is more likely to
have forsaken a small part of godly people, than the gene-
rality, in such particular opinions, which even good men
may be forsaken in: or if it be in greater things, it is more
unreasonable and more uncharitable for me to.suspect that
most that seem godly are hypocrites and forsaken of God,
than that a party, or some few are so. ‘
Direct. 1v. * Yetdo not absolutely give up yourselves to
the judgment of any in the worshipping of God, but only
use the advice of men in a due subordination to the will of
God, and the teaching of Jesus Christ.” Otherwise you will
set man in the place of God, and will reject Christ in his
¢ 1 Cor.ii. 18, 15
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prophetical office, as much as using co-ordinate mediators,
is a rejecting him in his priestly office. None must be cal-
led master, but in subordination to Christ, because he is our
master ‘. :

Direct. v. * Condemn not all that in others, which you
dare not do yourselves ; and practise not all that yourselves,
which you dare not condemn in otherss.” For you are more
capable of judging in your own cases, and bound to do it
with more exactness and diligent inquiry, than in the case
of others. Oft-times a rational doubt may necessitate you
to suspend your practice, as your belief or judgment is sus-
pended ; when yetit will not allow you to condemn another
whose judgment and practice hath no such suspension. On-
ly you may doubt whether he be in the right, as you doubt
as to yourself. And yet you may not therefore venture to
do all that you dare not condemn in him; for then you must
wilfully commit all the sins in the world, which your weak-
ness shall make a doubt or controversy of.

Direct. vi. ¢ Offer God no worship that is clearly contrary
to his nature and perfections, but such as is suited to him as
he is revealed to you in his Word.” Thus Christ teacheth
us, to worship God as he is: and thus God often calleth for
holy worship, because he is holy. 1. “God is a Spirit:
therefore they that worship him, must worship him in spirit
and in truth : (which Christ opposeth to mere external cere-
mony or shadows ;) for the Father seeketh such to worship
him*.” 2. God is incomprehensible, and infinitely distant
from us : therefore worship him with admiration, and make
not either visible or mental images of him, nor debase him
by undue resemblance of him to any of his creaturesi. 3.
God is omnipresent, and therefore you may every where lift
up holy hands to him. And you must always worship him
as in his sight. 4. God is omniscient, and knoweth your
hearts, and therefore let your hearts be employed and watch-
ed in his worship. 5. God is most wise, and therefore not
to be worshipped ludicrously with toys, as children are

f Matt. xxiii. 8=—10. & Sce Rom. xiv. xv. 1 Cor. viii. 13,

b Johniv. 28, 24.

i The sccond commandment. Cicero de Nat. Deor. lib. i. saith, that Possidoni-
s believed that Epicurus thought therc was no God, but put u scorn upon him by
describing him like a man, idle, careless, &c. whrich he would not have done il he
had thought there was a God.



CHAP. 11.] CHRISTIAN ECCLESIASTICS. 23

pleased with to quiet them, but with wise and ratioggl wor-
ship. 6. God is most great, and therefore to be worship-
ped with the greatest reverence and seriousness; and not
presumptuously, with a careless mind, or wandering
thoughts, or rude expressions. 7. God is most good and
gracious, and therefore not to be worshipped with back-
wardness, unwillingness, and weariness, but with great de-
light. 3. God is most merciful in Christ, and therefore not
to be worshipped despairingly, but in joyful hope. 9. God
is true and faithful, and therefore to be worshipped believ-
ingly and confidently, and notin distrust and unbelief. 10.
God is most holy, and therefore to be worshipped by holy
persons, in a holy manner, and not by unholy hearts or lips,
nor in a common manner, as if we had to do but witha man.
11. He is the Maker of your souls and bodies, and there-
fore to be worshipped both with soul and body. 12. He is
your Redeemer and Saviour, and therefore to be worshipped
by you as sinners in the humble sense of your sin and misery,
and as redeemed ones in the thankful sense of his mercy,
and all in order to your further cleansing, healing, and re-
covery. 13. He is your Regenerator and Sanctifier, and
therefore to be worshipped not in the confidence of your na-
tural sufficiency, but by the light, and love, and life of the
Holy Ghost. 14. He is your absolute Lord, and the owner
of you and all you ‘have, and therefore to be worshipped
with the absolute resignation of yourself and all, and ho-
noured with your substance, and not hypocritically, with
exceptions and reserves. 15. He is your sovereign King,
and therefore to be worshipped according to his laws, with
an obedient kind of worship, and not after the traditions of
men, nor the will or wisdom of the flesh. 16. He is your
heavenly Father, and therefore all these holy dispositions,
should be summed up inte the strongest love, and you
should run to him with the Zreatest readiness, and rest in
him with the greatest joy, and thirst after the full fruition
of him with the greatest of your desires, and press towards
him for himself with the most fervent and importunate suits.
All these the very being and perfections of God will teach
you in his worship: and therefore if any controverted wor-
ship be certainly contrary to any of these, it is certainly
unwarranted and unacceptable unto God.

Direct. vi1. ¢ Pretend not to worship God by that which
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is des@@imctive, or contrary to the ends of worship.” For the
aptitude of itas a means to its proper end, is essential to it.
Now the ends of worship are, 1. The honouring of God. 2.
The edifying of ourselves in holiness, and delighting our
souls in the contemplation and praises of his perfections.
3. The communicating this knowledge, holiness, and de-
light to others, and the increase of his actual kingdom in
the world. (1.) Avoid then all that pretended worship
which dishonoureth God, (not in the opinion of carnal men,
that judge of bim by their own misguided imaginations, but
according to the discovery of himself to us in his works and
Word.) Many travellers that have conversed with the more
sober heathen and Mahometan nations, tell us, that it is not
the least hindrance of their conversion, and eause of their
contempt of Christianity, to see the Christians that live
gbout them, to worship God =o ignorantly, irrationally, and
childishly as many of them do*. (2.) Affectmost that man-
ner of worship (ceeteris paribus) which tendeth most to your
own right information, and holy resolutions and affections,
and to bring up your souls into nearer communton and de-'
light in God: and not that which tendeth to deceive, or
flatter, or divert you from him, nor to be in your ears as
sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal, or as one thatis play-
ing you & lesson of music; and tendeth not te make yom
better. (3.) Affect not that manner of worship which is an
enemy to knowledge, and tendeth to keep up ignorance in
the world : such as is a great part of the Popish worship,
especially their reading the Scriptures to the people in an
unknown tongue, and celebrating their publie prayers, and
praises, and sacraments in an unknown torigue, and their
seldom preaching, and then teaching the people teo take up
-with a multitude of toyish ceremonies, instead of knowledge,
and rational worship. Certainly that which is an enemy to
knowledge, is an enemy to all holiness and true obedience
and to the ends of worship, and therefore is no acceptable
worshipping of God. (4.) Affect not that pretended wor-

¥ But with the barbarous it is atherwise, ssith Acosta the Jesuit, p. 249, lib. i
Proderit quam plurimum ritus et signa et omnem externum cultum diligenter curare.
His quippe et del ur et deti homi imales (N. B.) donec paulatim
aboleatur memoria et gustus praeteritorum. So Gr. Nyssen, saithin vita Gr. Neocces.
that they turned the Pagau’s festivals into festivals for the martyrs, to please them
the better. Which Beds and many others relute of the practice of those times.

.t
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ship which is of itself destructive of true holiness : such as
is the preaching of false doctrine, not according to godli-
ness, and the opposition and reproaching of a holy life and
worship, in the misapplication of true doctrine ; and then
teaching poor souls to satisfy themselves with their mass,
and mass ceremonies, and an image of worship, instead of
serious holiness, which is opposed; “ He that saith ‘to the
wicked, Thou art righteous, him shall the people curse, na-
tions shall abhor him'.” And if this be done as a worship
of God, you may hence judge how acceptable it will be:
““ Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil ; that
put darkness for light, and light for darkness ; that put bit-
ter for sweet, and sweet for bitter™.” To make people be-
lieve that holiness is but hypocrisy, or a needless thing, or
that the image. of holiness is holiness itself, or that there is
no great difference between the godly and ungodly, doth all
tend to men’s perdition, and to damn men by deceiving
them, and to root out holiness from the earth®, “If thou
take forth the precious from the vile, thou shalt be as my
mouth®.” (5.) Affect not a dead and heartless way of wor-
ship, which tendeth not to convince and waken the ungod-
ly, nor to make men serious as those that have to do with
God.

Direct. vir1. * Let the manner of your worshipping God,
be suited to the matter that you have in hand.” Remember
that you are speaking to or of the eternal God; that you
are employed about the everlasting salvation of your own
or others’ souls; that all is high and holy that you have to
do: see then that the manner be answerable hereunto. .

Direct. 1x. ¢ Offer God nothing as a part of worship which
is a lie; much less so gross a lie as to be disproved by the
common senses and reason of all the world.” God.needeth
not our lie unto his glory: what worship then do Papists
offer him in their mass, who take it for an article of their
faith, that there is no bread or wine left after the consecra-
tion, it being all transubstantiate into the very body and
blood of Christ? And when the certainty of all men’s
senses is renounced, then all the certainty of faith, and all

I Prov. xxiv. 24. = Isa. v. 20.
* See Eseck. xxii. 26. xliv. 23, Jer. xv. 19. ° Mal. iii. 18. Psal. i.xv,
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religion is renounced ; for all presuppose the certainty of
sense.

Direct. x. - Worship not God in a manner that is con-
trary to the true nature, and order, and operations of a ra-
tional soul.’” I mean not to the corrupted nature of man,
but to nature as rational in itself considered. As 1. Let not
your mere will and inclination overrule your understand-
ings ; and say not as blind lovers do, I love this, but I know
not why : or as children that eat unwholesome meat, be-
cause they love it?. 2. Let not passion overtop your rea-
son : worship God with such a zeal as is according to know-
ledge. 3. Let not your tongues lead your hearts, much
less overgo them: words may indeed reflect upon the
heart, and warm it more ; but that is but the secondary use:
the first is to be the expressions of the heart : you must not
speak without or against your hearts (that is, falsely) that
by so speaking you may better your hearts (and make the
words true, that at first were not true): unless it be when
your words are butreading recitations or narratives, and not
spoken of yourselves. The heart was made to lead the
tongue, and the tongue to express it, and not to lead it.
Therefore speak not to God either the words of a parrot,
which you do not understand, or theé words of a liar or hy-
pocrite, which express not the meaning, or desires, or feel-
ing of your hearts: bat first understand and feel what you
should speak, and then speak that which you understand
and feel.

Quest. ‘How then can a prayer be lawful that is read or
heard from a book ?’

Answ. There is in reading the eye, and in hearing the ear
that is first to affect the heart, and then the tongue is to
perform its office. And though it be sudden, yet the pas-
sage to the heart is first, and the passage from the heart is
last: and the soul is quick, and can quickly thus both re-
ceive, and be affected and express itself. And the case is
the same in this, whether it be from a book, or from the
words of another without book : for the soul must do the
same, as quickly, in joining with another that speaketh be-
fore us, without a book as with it.

Direct. x1. ‘ Understand well how far Christ hath given

? Read Plutarch of Superstition.
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a law and a rule for worship to his church in the holy Scrip-
tures, and so far see that you take it as a perfect rule, and
swerve not from it by adding or diminishing.” This is a
matter of great importance by reason of the danger of er-
ring on either side. 1. If you think that the Scripture con-
taineth not any law or rule of worship at all, or not so much
as indeed it doth, you will deny a principal part of the of-
fice of Christ, as the king and teacher of the church, and
will accuse his laws of insufficiency, and be tempted to wor-
ship him with a human kind of worship, and to think your-’
selves at liberty to worship him according to your own
imaginations, or change his worship according to the
fashion of the age or the country where you are. And on
the other side, if you think that the Scripture is a law and
rule of worship, more particular than Christ intended it,
you will involve yourselves and others in endless scruples
and controversies, and find fault with that which is lawful
and a duty, because you find it not particularly in the
Scriptures : and therefore it is exceeding needful to under-
stand how far it is intended to be herein our law and rule,
and how far not: to handle this fully would be a digression,
but I shall briefly answer it.

1. No doubt but Christ is the only unwersal head and
law-giver to his church; and that legislation is the first and
principal part of government ; and therefore if he had made
no laws for his church, he were not the full governor of it.
And therefore he that arrogateth this power to himself to be
law-giver-to the church universal (as such) doth usurp the
kingly office of Christ, and committeth treason against his
governmerit ; (unless he can prove that Christ hath delega-
ted to him this chief part of his government, which none
can do;) there being no universal law-giver to the church
but Christ (whether pope or council), no law that is made
by any mere man can be universally obligatory. There-
fore seeing the making of all universal laws doth belong on-
ly to Christ, we may be sure that he hath perfectly done it;
and hath left nothing out of his laws that was fit to be there,
nor nothing at liberty that was fit to be determined and
commanded. Therefore whatsoever is of equal use or con-
sideration to the universal church, as it is to any one part
of it, and to all times as it is to any time of the church,
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should not be made a law by man to any part of the church,
if Christ have not made it a law to the whole: because else
they accuse him of being defective in his laws, and because
all his subjects are equally dependant on him as their King
and Judge. And no man must step into his throne pretend-
ing to amend his work which he hath done amiss, or to
make up any wants, which the chief law-giver should have
made up.

2. These laws of Christ for the government of his church,
are fully contained in the Holy Scriptures: for so much as
is in nature, is there also more plainly expressed than na-
ture hath expressed it. All is not Christ’s law that is any
way expressed in Scripture; but all Christ’s laws are ex-
pressed in the Scriptures : not written by himself, but by
his Spirit in his apostles, whom he appointed and sent to
teach all nations to observe whatever he commanded them :
who being thus commissioned and enabled fully by the Spi-
ritto perform it, are to be supposed to have perfectly execu-
ted their commission ; and to have taught whatsoever Christ
commanded them, and no more as from Christ : and there-
fore as they taught that present age by voice, who could
hear them, so they taught all ages after to the end of the
world by writing, because their voice was not by them to be
heard.

3. So far then as the Scripture is a law and rule, it is a
perfectrule : but how far itis a law or rule, its own contents
and expressions must determine. As (1.) It is certain that
all the internal worship of God (by love, fear, trust, desire,
&c.) is perfectly commanded in the Scriptures. (2.) The
-doctrine of Christ which his ministers must read and preach
is perfectly contained in the Scriptures. (3.) The grand
and constantly necessary points of order in preaching, are
there also expressed : as that the opening of men’s eyes,
and the converting of them from the power of satan to God
be first endeavoured, and then their confirmation and fur-
.ther edification, &c. (4.) Also that we humble ourselves
before God in the confession of our sins. (5.) And that we
pray to God in the name of Christ for mercy for ourselves
and others. (6.) That we give God thanks for his mercies
to the church, ourselves and others. (7.) That we praise
God in his excellencies manifested in his Word and works
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of creation and providence. (8.) That we de this by sing-
ing psalms with holy joyfulness of heart. (9.) The matter
and order of the ordinary prayers and praises of Christians
is expressed in the Scripture, (as which parts are to have
precedency in our estimation and desire, and ordinarily in
our expressions.) (10.) Christ himself hath determined
that by baptizing them into the name of the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Ghost, men be solemnly entered into his co-
venant, and church, and state of Christianity. (11.) And
he hath himself appointed that his churches hold commu-
nion with him and among themselves, in the eucharistical
administration of the sacrament of his body-and blood, re-
presented in the breaking, delivering, receiving and eating
the consecrated bread, and in the pouring out, delivering,
receiving and drinking the consecrated wine. (12.) Andas
for the mutable, subservient circumstances and external ex-
pressions, and actions, and orders, which were not fit to be,
in particular, the matter of an universal law, but are fit in
one place, or at one time, and not another, for these he hath
left both in nature and Scripture such general laws, by which
upon emergent occasions they may be determined ; and by
particular providences he fitteth things, and persons, and
times, and places, so as that we may discern their agreeable-
ness to the descriptions in his general laws: as that all
things be done decently, in order and to edification, and in
charity, unity, and peace. And he hath forbidden general-
ly doing any thing indecently, disorderly, to the hurt or de-
struction of our brethren, even the weak, or to the division
of the church. (13.) And many things he hath particularly
forbidden in worship : as making to ourselves any graven
image, &c. and worshipping angels, &c.

And as to the order and government of the church (forI .
am willing to dispatch all here together) this much is plain-
ly determined in Scriptufe : 1. That there be officers or mi-
nisters under Christ to be the stated teachers of his people,
and to baptize, and administer the sacrament of his body
and blood, and be the mouth and guide of the people in pub-
lic prayers, thanksgiving and praises, and to bind the im-
penitent and loose the penitent, and to be the directors of
the flocks according to the law of God, to life eternal; and
their office is described and determined by Christ. 2. Itis
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required that Christians do ordinarily assemble together for
God’s public worship; and be guided therein by these their
pastors. 3. It is required that besides the unfixed minis-
ters, who employ themselves in converting infidels, and in
an itinerant service of the churches, there be also stated, fix-
ed ministers, having a special charge of each particular
church ; and that they may know their own flocks, and
teach them publicly and from house to house, and the peo-
ple may know their own pastors that are over them in the
Lord, and honourthem and obey them in all that they teach
them from the Word of God for their salvation. 4. The
ministers that baptize are to judge of the capacity and fit-
" mess of those whom they baptize ; whether the adults that
are admitted upon their personal profession and covenant-
ing, or infants that are admitted upon their parents’ profes-
sion and entering them into covenant. 5. The pastors that
administer the Lord’s supper to their particular flocks, are
to discern or judge of the fitness of those persons whom
they receive newly into their charge, or whom they admit
to communion in that sacrament as members of their flock.
6. Every such pastor is also personally to watch over all
the members of his flock as far as he is able; lest false .
teachers seduce them, or satan get advantage of them, or
any corruption or root of bitterness spring up among them
and defile them. 7. It is the duty of the several members
.of the flock, if a brother trespass against them, to tell him
his faults between them and him: and if he hear not, to
take two or three, and if he hear not them, to tell the church.
8. It is the pastor’s duty to admonish the unruly, and call
them to repentance, and pray for their conversion. 9. And
it is the pastor’s duty to declare the obstinately impenitent
incapable of communion with the church, and to charge
him to forbear it, and the church to avoid him. 10. It is
the people’s duty to avoid such accordingly, and have no
familiarity with them that they may be ashamed; and
with such, no, not to eat. 11. Itis the pastor’s duty to ab-
solve the penitent, declaring the remission of their sin, and
re-admitting to the communion of the saints. 12. It is the
‘people’s duty to re-admit the absolved to their communion
with joy, and to take them as brethren in the Lord. 13.
Though every pastor hath a general power to exercise his
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office in any part of the church, where he shall be truly cal-
led to it; yet every pastor hath a special obligation (and
consequently a special power) to do it over the flock, of
which he hath received the special charge and oversight.
14. The Lord’s day is separated by God’s appointment for
the churches’ ordinary holy communion in God’s worship
under the conduct of these their guides. 15. And it is re-
quisite that the several particular churches do maintain as
much agreement among themselves, as their capacity will
allow them ; and keep due synods and correspondences to
that end. Thus much of God’s worship, and church order
and government at least is of divine institution, and deter-
mined by Scripture, and not left to the will or liberty of
man. Thus far the form of government (at least) is of di-
vine right.

But on the contrary, 1. About doctrine and worship;
the Scripture is no law in any of these following cases, but
hath left them undetermined. (1.) There are many natural
truths, which the Scripture meddleth not with : as physics,
metaphysics, logic, &c. (2.) Scripture telleth not a minis-
ter what particular text or subject he shall preach on this
day or that. (3.) Nor what method his text or subject shall
be opened and handled in. (4.) Nor what day of the week
besides the Lord’s day he shall preach, nor what hour on the
Lord’s day he shall begin. (5.) Nor in what particular
place the church shall meet. (6.) Nor what particular sins
we shall most confess: nor what personal mercies we shall
at this present time, first ask: nor for what we shall now
most copiously give thanks: for special occasions must de-
termine- all these.. (7.) Nor what particular chapter we
shall now read: nor what particular psalm we shall now
sing. (8.) Nor what particular translation of the Scripture
or version of the psalms we shall now use. Nor into what
sections to distribute the Scripture, as we do by chapters
and verses. Nor whether the Bible shall be printed or
written, or in what characters, or how bound. (9.) Nor
just by what sign I shall express my consent to the truths
or duties which I am called to express consent to (besides
the sacraments and ordinary words). (10.) Nor whether I
shall use written notes to help my memory in preaching, or
preach without. (11.) Nor whether I shall usea writing or
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book in prayer or pray without. (12.) Nor whether I shall
use the same words in preaching and prayer, or various new
expressions. (13.) Nor what utensils in holy administra-
tions I shall use; as a’ temple or an ordinary house, a pul-
pit, a font, a table, cups, cushions, and many such, which
belong to the several parts of worship. (14.) Nor in what
particular gesture we shall preach, or read, or hear. (15.)
Nor what particular garments ministers or people shall
wear in time of worship. (16.) Nor what natural or artifi-
cial helps to our natural faculties we shall use: as medica-
ments for the voice, tunes, musical instruments, spectacles,
hour-glasses : these and such like are undetermined in
Scripture and are left to be determined by human prudence,
not as men please ; but as means in order to the proper end,
according to the general laws of Christ 9. For Scripture is
a general law for all such circumstances, but nota particu-
lar law. ’

So also for order and government, Scripture hath not
particularly determined, 1. What individual persons shall
be the pastors of the church. 2. Or of just how many per-
sons the congregation shall consist. 3. Or how the pastors
shall divide their work where there are many. 4. Nor how
many every church shall have. 5. Nor what particular peo-
ple shall be a pastor’s special charge. 6. Nor what indi-
vidual persons he shall baptize, receive to communion, ad-
monish, or absolve, 7. Nor in what words most of these
shall be expressed. 8. Nor what number of pastors shall
meet in synods, for the communion and agreement of seve-
ral churches, nor how oft, nor at what time or place, nor
what particular order shall be among them in their consul-
tations ; with many such like.

When you thus understand how far Scripture is a law to
you in the worship of God, it will be the greatest Direction
to you, to keep you both from disobeying God and your su-
periors: that you may neither pretend obedience to man
for your disobedience to God, nor pretend obedience to God
against your due obedience to your governors, as those will

do that think Scripture is a more particular rule than ever
b

9 Of which I have spoke more fully in my Disput. v. of Church Government,
p- 400. &c.
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- Christ intended it : and it will prevent abundance of unne-
cessary scruples, contentions, and divisions.

Direct. x11. < Observe well in Scripture the difference
between Christ’s universal laws, (which bind all his subjects
_in all times and places,) and those that are but local, perso-
nal or alterable laws : lest you think that you are bound to
all that ever God bound any others to.” The universal laws
and unalterable are those which result from the foundation
of the universal and unalterable nature of persons and things,
and those which God hath supernaturally revealed as suit-
able constantly to all. The particular, local or temporary
laws are those, which either resulted from a particular or al-
terable nature of persons and things-as mutually related (as
the law of nature bound Adam’s sons to marry their sisters,
which bindeth others against it) or those which God super-
naturelly enacted only for some particular people or person,
or for the time. If you should mistake all the Jewish laws
for universal laws (as to persons or duration) into how many
errors would it lead you? So also if you mistdke every per-
sonal mandate sent by a prophet or apostle to a particular
man, as obliging all, you would make a snare of it. Every
man is not to abstain from vineyards and wine as the Recha-
bites were ; nor every man to go forth to preach in the garb
as Christ sent the twelve, and seventy disciples; nor every
man to administer or receive the Lord’s supper in an upper
room of a house, in the evening, with eleven or twelve only,
&c. nor every one to carry Paul’s cloak and parchments,
nor go up and down on the messages which some were sent
on. And here (in precepts about worship) you must know
what is the thing primarily intended in the command, and
what it is that is but a subservient means: for many laws
are universal and immutable as to the matter primarily in-
tended, which are but local and temporary as to the matter
subservient and secondarily intended. As the command of
saluting one anothier with a holy kiss, and using love-feasts
in their sacred cotmunion primarily intended the exercising
and expmsihg holy love by such convenient signs as were
then in use, and suitable to those times; but-that it be
done by those particular signs, was subsement and a local
alterable law; as appeareth, 1. In that it is actually laid
down by God’s allowance. 2. In that in other places and

YOL. V. D
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times the same signs have not the same signification, and
aptitude to that use at all, and therefore would be no such
expression of love ; or else have also some ill signification.
So it was the first way of baptizing to dip them over-head;
which was fit in that hot country, which in colder countries
it would not be, as being destructive to health, and more
against modesty ; therefore itis plain that it was but a local,
alterable law. The same is to be said of not eating things
strangled, and blood, which was occasioned by the offence
of the Jews ; and other the like. This is the casein almost
all precepts about the external worshipping gestures: the
“thing that God commanded universally is a humble, reve-
rent adoration of him by the mind and body. Now the ado-
ration of the mind is still the same ; but the bodily expres-
sion altereth according to the custom of countries: in most
countries kneeling or prostration are the expressions of
greatest veneration and submission: in some few countries
itis more signified by sitting with the face covered with
their hands: in some it is signified best by standing: kneel-
ing is ordinarily most fit, because it is the most common
sign of humble reverence ; but where it is not so, it is not
fit. The same we must say of other gestures,and of habits:
the women among the Corinthians were not to go uncover-
ed because of the angels®; and yet in some places where
long hair or covering may have a contrary signification, the
case may be contrary. The very fourth commandment how-
ever it was a perpetual law as to the proportion of time, yet
was alterable as to the seventh day. Those which I call
universal laws, some call moral; but that is no term of dis-
tinction, but signifieth the common nature of all laws, which
are for the governing of our manners. Some call them na-
tural laws, and the other positive: but the truth is, there
are some laws of nature which are universal, and some that
are particular, as they are the result of universal or particu-
lar nature : and there are some laws of nature that are per-
petual, which are the result of an unaltered foundation : and
there are some that are temporary, when it is some tempora-
ry, alterable thing in nature from whence the duty doth re-
sult: so there are some positive laws that are universal or

r 1 Cor, xi. 10,



CHAP. IL.]- CHRISTIAN ECCLESIASTICS. 35

unalterable, (during this world) and some that are local,
particular or temporary only.

Direct. x111. * Remember that whatever duty you seem
obliged to perform, the obligation still supposeth that it is’
not naturally impossible to you, and therefore you are
bound to do it as well as you can: and when other men’s
force, or your natural disability hindereth you from doing it
as you would, you are not therefore disobliged from doing
it atall : but the total omission is worse than the defective
performance of it, as the defective performance is worse than -
doing it more perfectly®. And in such a case the defects
which are utterly involuntary are none of yours imputative-
ly at all, but his that hindereth you (unless as some other
sin might cause that). As if'I were in a country where I-
could have liberty to read and pray, but not to preach, or to
preach only once a month and no more; it is my duty to do
8o much as I can do, as being much better than nothing,
and not to forbear all, because I cannot do all.

Object. < But you must forbear no part of your duty?’
Answ. True : but nothing is my duty which is naturally im-
possible for me todo. Either I can do it, or I cannot: if I
can, | must (supposing it a duty in all other respects), but:
if I cannot, I am not bound to it.

Object. < But it is not suffering that must deter you, for
that is a carnal reason: and your suffering may do more
good than your preaching.” Answ. Suffering is considera-
ble either as a pain to the flesh, or as an irresistible hin-
drance of the work of the Gospel : as it is merely a pain to
the flesh, I ought not to be deterred by it from the work
of God ; but as it forcibly hindereth me from that work, (as
by imprisonment, death, cutting out the tongue, &c.) I may
lawfully foresee it, and by lawful means avoid it, when it is

sincerely for the work of Christ, and not for the saving of ‘

the flesh. If Paul foresaw that the preaching of one more
sermon at Damascus was like to hinder his preaching any
more, because the Jews watched the gates day and night to
kill him, it was Paul’s duty to be let down by the wall in a
basket, and to escape, and preach elsewhere'. And when
the Chrisgians could not safely meet publicly, they met in

* See Mr. Truman's book of Nataral and Moral Impotency.
! Acts ix. 25.
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secret®. Whether Paul’s suffering at Damascus for preach-
ing one more sermon, or his preaching more elsewhere, was
to be chosen, the interest of Christ and the Gospel must
direct him to resolve: that which is best for the church, is
to be chosen. ‘ ‘

Direct. x1v. * Remember that no material duty is for-
mally a duty at all times : that which is a duty in its sea-
son, is no duty out of season.” Affirmative precepts bind
not to all times, (except only to habits, or the secret inten-
tion of our ultimate end, so far as is sufficient to animate
and actuate the means, while we are waking and have the
use of reason). Praying and preaching, that are very great
duties, may be so unseasonably performed, as to be sins:
if forbearing a prayer, or sermon, or sacrament one day or
month, be rationally like to procure your help or liberty to
do it afterward, when that once or few times doing it were
like to hinder you from doing it any more, it would be your
duty then to forbear it for that time (unless in some extra-
ordinary case) : for even for the life of an ox or an ass, and
for mercy to men’s bodies, the rest and holy work of a sab~
bath might be interrupted ; much more for the souls of
many. Again I warn you, as you must not pretend the in-
terest of the end against a peremptory, absolute command
of God, 80 must you not easily conclude a command to be
absolute and peremptory to that which certainly contradicts
the end ; nor easily take that for a duty, which certainly is
no means to that good which is the end of duty, or which
is against it. Though yet no seeming aptitude as a means,
must make that seem a duty, which the prohibition of God
hath made a sin.

Direct. xv. ¢ It is ever unseasonable to perform a lesser
duty of worship, when"a greater should be done ; therefore
it much concerneth you to be able to discern, when two du-
- ties are inconsistent, which is then the greater and to be
preferred ’ in which the interest of the end must much di-
rect you; that being usually the greatest which hath the
greatest tendency to the greatest good.

Direct. xv1. ¢ Pretend not one part of God’s worship
against another, when all, in their place and order, may be
done.’ Set not preaching and praying against each other ;

® John xix. 38. Acts xii. 12, &c.
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nor public and private worship against each other ; nor in-
ternal worship againat external ; but do all.

Direct. xvi1. * Let not an inordinate respect to man, or
common custom be too strong a bias to pervert your judg-
ments from the rule of worship ; nor yet any groundless
prejudice make you distaste that which is not to be dis-
liked.” The error on these two extremes doth fill the world
with corruption and contentions about the worship of God.
Among the Papists, and Russians, and other ignorant sorts
of Christians, abundance of corruptions are continued in
God’s worship by the mere power of custom, tradition, and
education : and all seemeth right to which they have been
long used : and hence the churches in South, East, and
West continue so long overspread with ignorance, and re-
fuse reformation*. And on the other side mere prejudice
makes some 80 much distaste a prescribed form of prayer,
or the way of worship which they have not been used to,
and which they have heard some good men speak against,
whose judgments they most highly esteemed, that they have
not room for sober, impartial reason to deliberate, try, and
Judge. Factions have engaged most Christians in the world
into several parties, whereby satan hath got this great ad-
vantage, that instead of worshipping God in love and con-
cord, they lay out their zeal in an envious, bitter, censorious,
uncharitablereproaching the manner of each other’s worship.
Awd because the interest of their parties requireth this, they
think the interest of the church and cause of God requireth
it ; and that they do God service when they make the re-
ligion of other men seem odious: when as among most
Christians in the world, the errors of their modes of worship
are not so great as the adverse parties represent them (ex-
cept only the two great crimes of the popish worship: 1.
That it is not understood, and so is soulless. 2. They wor-
ship bread as God himself, which I am not so able as will-
ing to excuse from being idolatry). Judge not in such cases
by passion, partiality, and prejudice .

= Majus fidei impedimentum ex inveteratd cousuetudine proficiscitur : ubique
consuetodo magnas vires habet ; sed in barbaris longé maximas: quippe ubi rationis
est minimum, ibi tudo radices profundissimas agit. In omni natura motio eo
diwturnior ac vehementior, quo magis est ad unum determinata. Jos. Acosta de
Ind. lib. ii. p. 249.

7 See Bishop Jer. Taylor’s late bovk against Popery.
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Direct. xviii. ¢ Yet judge in all such controversies with
that reverence and charity which is due to the universal and
the primitive church.” If you find any thing in God’s wor-
ship which the primitive or universal church agreed in, you -
may be sure that it is nothing but what is consistent with
acceptable worship ; for God never rejected the worship of
the primitive or universal church. And it is not so much
as to be judged erroneous without great deliberation and
very good proof. We must be much more suspicious of our
own understandings.

Direct. x1x. ¢ In circumstances and modes of worship
not forbidden in the word of God, affect not singularity,
and do not easily differ from the practice of the church in
which you hold communion, nor from the commands or di-
rections of your lawful governors.” Itis true, if we are for-
bidden with Daniel to pray, or with the apostles to speak
any more in the name of Christ, or are commanded as the
three witnesses, Dan. iii., to worship images, we must rather
obey God than man; and so in case of any sin that is com-
manded us : butin case of mere different modes, and circum-
stances, and order of worship, see that you give authority
and the consent of the church where you are their due.

Direct. xx.  Look more to your own hearts than to the
abilities of the ministers, or the ceremonies or manner of the
churches’ worship in such lesser things.” It is heart-work
and heaven-work that the sincere believer comes about ; and
it is the corruption of his heart, that is his heaviest burden,
which he groaneth under with the most passionate com-
plaints : a hungry soul, inflamed with love to God and man,
and tenderly sensible of the excellency of common truths .
and duties, would make up many defects in the manner of
public administration, and would get nearer God in a de-
fective, imperfect mode of worship, than others can do with
the greatest helps: when hypocrites find so little work with
their hearts and heaven, that they are taken up about words,
and forms, and ceremonies, and external things, applauding
their own way, and condemning other men’s, and serving
satan under pretence of worshipping God.
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CHAPTER II1.

Directions about the Christian Covenant with ‘God, and
Baptism.

TroucH the first Part of this book is little more than an
explication of the Christian covenant with God, yet being
here to speak of baptism as a part of God’s worship, it is
needful that I briefly speak also of the covenant itself.

Direct. 1. ¢ It is a matter of great importance that you
well understand the nature of the Christian covenant, what
it is.” I shall therefore here briefly open the nature of it,
and then speak of the reasons of it: and then of the so- -
lemnizing it by baptism, and next of our renewing it, and
lastly of our keeping it.

The Christian covenant is a contract between God and
man, through the mediation of Jesus Christ, for the return
and reconciliation of sinners unto God, and their justifica-
tion, adoption, sanctification, and glorification by him, to
his glory.

Here we must first consider, who are the parties in the
covenant. 2. What is the matter of the covenant on God’s
part. 3. What is the matter on man’s part. 4. What are
the terms of it propounded on God’s part. 6. Where and
how he doth express it. 6. What are the necessary quali-
fications on man’s part. 7. And what are the ends and be-
nefits of it. .

I. The parties are God-and man : God the Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost on the one part, and repenting, believing
sinners on the other part. Man is the party that needeth
it; but God is the party that first offereth it: here note, 1.
That God’s part of the covenant is made universally and
conditionally with all mankind, (as to the tenor enacted,)
and so is in being before we were born. 2. That it is not
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost considered simply as per-
sons in the Godhead ; but as related to man for the ends of
the covenant. 3. That it is only sinners that this covenant
is made with, because the use of it is for the restoration of
those that broke a former covenant in Adam. It is a cove-
nant of reconciliation, and therefore supposeth an enmity
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antecedent. 4. When I say that it is repenting and believ-
ing sinners that are the party, I mean, (1.) That taking the
covenant in its first act, it is repentance and faith themselves
that are that act, and are our very covenanting. (2.) But
taking the covenant in its external expression,so it isarepent-
ing, believing sinner that must take it, it being but the expres-
sion of his repentance and faith, by an explicit contract
with God. 5. Note, that though God’s covenant be by
one universal act, (of which more anon,) yet man’s is to be
made by the several acts of the individual persons each one
for himself, and not by the acts of societies only.

I1. The matter of the covenant on God’s part is in ge-
. meral, that He will be our God: more particularly, that
God the Father will be our Reconciled God and Father in
Jesus Christ; that God the Son will be our Saviour; and
God the Holy Ghost will be our Sanctifier. And the rela-
tign of a God to us essentially containeth these three parts :
1. That as on the title of Creation and Redemption he is
our Owner, so he doth take us as his own peculiar peonple.
2. That as he hath title to be our absolute King or Gover-
nor, so he doth take us as his subjects. 3. That he will be
our grand Benefactor and felicity, or our most loving Fa-
ther (which compriseth all the rest). And as he will be
thus related to us, so he will do for us all that these rela-
tions do import. As, 1. He will do all that belongeth to a
Creator for his creature, in our preservation and supplies.
2. He will save us from our sins, and from his wrath and
hell. 3. And he will sanctify us to a perfect conformity to
our Head. Also, 1. He will use us and defend us as his
own peculiar ones. 2. He will govern us by a law of graece
and righteousness. 3. He will make us fully happy in his
love for ever.

III. The matter on man’s part of the covenant is, 1. In
respect of the ‘ Terminus & quo,” that we will forsake the
flesh, the world, and the devil as they are adverse to our re-
lations and duties to God. 2. In regard of the ¢ Terminus
ad quem,” that we will take the Lord for our God: and
~ more particularly, 1. That we do take God the Father for
our Reconciled Father in Jesus Christ, and do give up our-
selves to him, as creatures to their Maker. 2. That we do
take Jesus Christ for our Redeemer, Saviour,and Mediator,
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as our High Priest, and Prophet, and King, and do give up
ourselves to him as his redeemed ones to be reconciled to
God, and saved by him. 3. That we do take the Holy
Ghost for our Regenerator and Sanctifier, and do give up
ourselves to be perfectly renewed and sanctified by him, and
by his operations carried on to God in his holy service.
Also, 1. That we do take God for our absolute Lord or
Owner, and do give up ourselves to him as his own. 2.
That we ‘take him for our universal, sovereign Governor,
and do give up ourselves unto him as his subjects. 3. That
we do take him for our most bountiful Benefactor, and lov-
ing Father, and felicity, and do give up ourselves to him as
his children, to seek him, and please him, and perfectly to
love him, delight in him, and enjoy him for ever in heaven
as our ultimate end. And in consenting to these relations,
we covenant to do the duties of them in sincerity-

IV. The terms or conditions which God requireth of
man in his covenant are, consent, and fidelity or perfor-
mance : he first consenteth conditionally, if we will con-
sent : and he consenteth to be actually our God, when we
consent to be his people : so that as bare consent, without
any performance doth found the relation between husband
and wife, master and servant, prince and people ; but-the
sincere performance of the duties of the relation which we
consent to, are needful afterward to continue the relation,
and attain the benefits and ends ; so is it also between God
and man. We are his children in covenant as soon as we
consent; but we shall not be glorified but on condition of
sincere performance and obedience.

V. God’s covenant with man is nothing else but the
universal promise in the Gospel ; and (to the solemniza-
tion,) the declaration, and application, and solemn investi-
ture or delivery by his authorized ministers. 1. The Gospel
as it relateth the matters of fact in and about the work of
our redemption, is a sacred history. 2. As it containeth
the terms on which God will be served, and commandeth us
ta obey them for our salvation, it is called the law of Christ
or grace. 3. As it containeth the promise of life and salva
tion conditionally offered, it is called God’s promise, and
covenant, (viz. on his part, as it is proposed only). 4
When by our consent the condition is so far' perform
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ed, or the covenant accepted, then God’s conditional, uni-
versal promise or covenant, becometh actual and particu-
lar as to the effect; and so the covenant becometh mutual
between God and man: as if a king made an act or law of
pardon and oblivion tc a nation of rebels, saying, ¢ Whoever
cometh in by such a day, and confesseth his fault, and sueth
out his pardon, and promiseth fidelity for the future shall
be pardoned.” This act is a law in one respect, and it is an
universal, conditional pardon of all those rebels; or a pro-
mise of pardon; and an offer of pardon to all that it is re-
vealed to: but it is an actual pardon to those that come in,
and conferreth on them the benefits of the act as if they
were named in it, and is their very title to their pardon, of
which their consent is the condition; and the condition

being performed, the pardon or collation of the benefit be- o

" cometh particular and actual, without any new act; it being
the sense of the law itself, or conditional grant, that so it
should do. So as to the reality of the internal covenant-in-
" terest and benefits, justification and adoption, it is ours by
virtue of this universal conditional covenant, when we per-
form the condition. But as to our title ¢ in foro Ecclesie,’
and the due solemnization and investiture, it is made ours
when God’s minister applieth it to us in baptism by his
commission. As the rebel that was fundamentally pardoned
by the act of oblivion, must yet have his personal pardon
delivered him by the Lord Chancellor under the Great Seal.
In this sense ministers are thie instruments of God, not only-
in declaring us to be pardoned, but in delivering to us the -
pardon of our sins, and solemnly investing us therein: as
an attorney delivereth possession to one that before had his
fundamental title. Thus God entereth into covenant with
man. .

VI. The qualifications of absolute necessity to the va-
lidity of our covenant with God *in foro interiori’ are these,
1. That we understand what we do as to all the essentials
of the covenant: for ‘ignorantis non est consensus.” 2.
That it be our own act, performed by our natural, or legal
selves, that is, some one that hath power so far to dispose
of us (as parents have of their children). 3. That it be
deliberate, sober, and rational, done by one that is ¢ compos
mentis,’”. in his wits, and not in drunkenness, madness, or
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incogitancy*. 4. That it be seriously done with a real in-
tention of doing the thing, and not histrionically, ludi-
crously, orin jest. 5. That it be done entirely as to all es-
sential parts ; for if we leave out any essential part of the
covenant, it is no sufficient consent: (as to consent that
Christ shall be our Justifier, but not the Holy Ghost our
Sanctifier). 6. That it be a present consent to be presently
in covenant with God : for to consent that you will be his
servants to morrow or hereafter, but not yet, is but to pur-
pose to be in covenant with him hereafter, and is no present
covenanting with him. 7. Lastly, it must be a resolved and
absolute consent without any open or secret exceptions or
reserves. ,

VII. The fruits of the covenant which God reapeth
(though he need nothing) is the pleasing of his good and
gracious will, in the exercise of his love and mercy, and the
praise and glory of his grace, in his people’s love and hap-
piness for ever. The fruits or benefits which accrue to man
are unspeakable, and would require a volume competently
to open theg : especially that God is our God, and Christ
our Saviour, Head, Intercessor, and Teacher, and the Holy
Ghost is our Sanctifier; and that God will regard us as his
own, and will protect us, preserve us, and provide for us, and
will govern us, and be our God and joy for ever : that he
will pardon us, justify, and adopt us, and glorify us with his
Son in-heaven.

Direct.'11. ¢ When you thus understand well the nature
of the covenant, labour to understand the special reasons of
it.” The reasons of the matter of the covenant you may see
in the fruits and benefits now mentioned. But I now speak
of the reason of it as a covenant ‘in genere,” and such
a covenant ‘ in specie.’” 1. In general, God will have
man to receive life or death as an accepter and keeper,

® Quis vero non doleat baptismo plerosque adultos initio passim et nostro tem-
pore non raro ante perfundi quam Christianam catechesin vel mediocriter teneant,
beque an flagitios® et superstitios® vite peenitentia tangantur, neque vero id ipsum
quod accipiunt, an velint accipere, satis coustet. Acosta lib. vi. c. ¢. p. 520. Nisi
petant et instent, Christiane vitee professione donandinon sunt. Idem p. 521. And
again, While ignorant or wicked men do hasten any how, by right or wrong, by guile
or force, to make the barbarous people Christians, they do nothing elsc but make the
Gospel » scom, and certainly destroy the deserters of a rashly undertaken faith,
Id. ibid. p. 52¢.
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or a refuser or breaker of his covenant, because he will do
it not only as a Benefactor, or absolute Lord, but also as a
Governor, and will make his covenant to be also his law,
and his promise and benefits to promote obedience. And
because he will deal with man as with a free agent, and not
as with a brute that hath no choosing and refusing power
conducted by reason: man’s life and death shall be in his
own hands, and still depend upon his own will ; though God
will secure his own dominion, interest, and ends, and put
nothing out of his own power by putting it into man’s ; nor
have ever the less his own will, by leaving man to his own
will. God will at last as a righteous Judge, determine all
the world to their final joy or punishment, according to
their own choice while they were in the flesh, and accord-
ing to what they have done in the body whether it be good
orevil®. Therefore he will deal with us on covenant terms.

2. And he hath chosen to rule and judge men according
to a covenant of grace, by a Redeemer, and not according
to a rigorous law of works, that his goodness and mercy
may be the more fully manifested to the sons of men ; and
that it may be easier for men to love him, when they have
so wonderful demonstrations of his love: and so that their
service here, and their work and happiness hereafter, may
consist of love, to the glory of his goodness, and the plea-
sure of his love for ever.

Direct. 111. ¢ Next understand rightly the nature, use,
and end of baptism.” Baptism is to the mutual covenant
between God and man, what the solemnization of marriage
is to them that do before consent; or what the listing a
-soldier by giving him colours, and writing his name, is to
one that consented before to be a soldier¢. In my * Uni-
versal Concord,” pp. 29, 30.,1 have thus described it : ‘ Bap-

-tism is a holy sacrament instituted by Christ, in which a
person professing the Christian faith (or the infant of such)
is baptized in water into the name of the Father, the Son,
and Holy Ghost, in signification and solemnization of the
holy covenant, in which as a penitent believer (or the seed

“ of such) he giveth up himself (or is by the parent given up)
to God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, forsaking the
devil, the world, and the flesh, and is solemnly entered

b Matt, xxv. ¢ Sec the “ Reformed Liturgy,” p. 68.
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a visible member of Christ and his church, a pardoned, re-
generate child of God, and an heir of heaven.’

As the word ‘ baptism’ is taken for mere administration
or external ordinance, so the internal covenanting or faith-
and repentance of the (adult) person to be baptized, is no
essential part of it, nor requisite to the being of it; but
only the profession of such a faith and repentance, and the
external entering of the covenant. But as ‘ baptism’ is ta-
ken for the ordinance as.performed in all its essential parts,
according to the true intent of Christ in his institution;
(that is, in the first and proper meaning of the word ;) so
the internal covenanting of a penitent, sincere believer is ~
necessary to the being of it. And indeed the word  bap-
tism,’ is taken but equivocally or analogically at most, when
it is taken for the mere external administration and action:
for God doth not institute worship-ordinances for bodily
motion only ; when he speaketh to man and requireth wor-
ship of man, he speaketh to him as to a man, and requireth
human actions from him, even the work of the soul, and not
the words of a parrot, or the motion of a puppet. There-
fore the word ¢ baptism,’ in the first and proper signification,
doth take in the inward actions of the heart, as well as the
outward profession and actions. And in this proper sense
‘ Baptism is the mutual covenant between God the Father,
Son, and Holy Ghost, and a penitent, believing sinner, so-
lemnized by the washing of water, in which as a sacrament
of his own appointment, God doth engage himself to be the
God and reconciled Father, the Saviour and Sanctifier of
the believer, and taketh him for his reconciled child in
Christ, and delivereth to him, by solemn investiture, the
pardon of all his sins, and title to the mercies of this life
and of that which is to come.” What I say in this descrip-
tion of a penitent believer, is also to be understood of the
children of such, that are dedicated by them in baptism to
God, who thereupon have their portion in the same cove-
nant of grace.

The word ¢ baptism’ is taken in the first sense, when Si-
mon Magus is said to be baptized ¢ ; and when we speak of
itonly in the ecclesiastic sense, as it is true baptism ¢ in foro
ecclesiee.” But it is taken in the latter sense, when it is

¢ Acts viii.
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spoken of as the complete ordinance of God, in the sense of
the institution, and as respecting the proper ends of baptism,
as pardon of sin and life eternal, and * in foro ceeli.’

In this full and proper sense it is taken by Christ when-
he saith, “ He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved*;
that is, he that believeth, and is by baptism entered into the
covenant of God. And in this sense the ancients took it,
when they affirmed that all that were baptized were regene-
rated, pardoned, and made the children of God. And in
this sense it is most true, that he that is baptlzed (that is,
is a sincere covenanter,) shall be saved if he die in that con-
dition that he is theninf. All that the minister warrantably
baptizeth are sacramentally regenerate, and are ¢ in foro ec-
clesie’ members of Christ, and children of God, and heirs
of heaven: but it is only those that are sincerely delivered
up in covenant to God in Christ, that are spiritually and
really regenerate, and are such as shall be owned for mem-
bers of Christ and children of God ¢ in foro cceli.” There-
fore it is not unfit that the minister call the baptized, rege-
nerate and pardoned members of Christ, and children of
God, and heirs of heaven, supposing that ¢ in foro ecclesie’
they were the due subjects of baptism. But if the persons
be such as ought not to be baptized, the sin then is not in
calling baptized persons regenerate, but in baptizing those
that ought not to have been baptized, and to whom the seal
of the covenant was not due.

None ought to be baptized but those that either per-
sonally deliver up themselves in covenant to God the Fa-
ther, Son, and Holy Ghost, professing a true repentance,
and faith, and consent to the covenant; or else are thus de-
livered up, and dedicated, and entered into covenant in their
infancy, by those that being Christians themselves have so
much interest in them and power of them, that their act
may he esteemed as the infant’s act, and legally imputed to
them as if themselves had done it. If any others are unduly
baptized, they have thereby no title to the pardon of sin or
life eternal, norare they taken by God to be in covenant, as
having no way consented to it.

e Mark xvi. 16.
f Read the Propositions of the Synod in New England, and the Defence of
them against Mr. Davenport, aboat the subject of Baptism.
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Direct. 1v. * When you enter a child into the Christian
covenant with God, address yourselves to it as to one of
the greatest works in the world: as those that know-the
greatness of the benefit, of the duty, and of the danger.
The bepefit to them that are sincere in the covenant, is no
less than to have the pardon of all our sins, and to have
God himself to be our God and Father, and Christ our Sa-
viour, and the Holy Ghost our Sanctifier, and to have title
to the blessings of this life and of that to come. And for
the duty, how great a work is it for a sinner to enter into so
solemn a covenant with the God of heaven, for reconcilia-
tion and newness of life, and for salvation?. And therefore
if any should abuse God by hypocrisy, and take on them to
consent to the terms of the covenant, (for themselves, or
their children,) when indeed they do not, the danger of such
profaneness and abuse of God must needs be great. Do it
therefore with that due preparation, reverence, and serious-
ness, as beseemeth those that are transacting a business of
such unspeakable importance with God Almighty.

Direct. v. ‘- Having been entered in your infancy into
the covenant of God by your parents, you must, at years of
discretion, review the covenant which by them you made, -
and renew it personally yourselves; and this with as great
seriousness, and resolution, as if you were now first to enter
and subscribe it, and as if your everlasting life or death,
were to depend on the sincerity of your consent, and per-
formance.” For your infant baptismal covenanting will
save none of you that live to years of discretion, and do not
as heartily own it in their own persons, as if they had been
now to be baptized. But this I pass by, having said so
much of itin my “ Book of Confirmation.”

Direct. vi. * Your covenant thus, 1. Made; 2. Solem-
nized by baptism; 3. And owned at age ; must, 4. Be fre-
quently renewed through the whole course of your lives.’
As, (1.) Your first consent must be habitually continued all
your days; for if that ceaseth, your grace and title to the
benefits of God’s covenant ceaseth. (2.) This covenant is
virtually renewed in every act of worship to God: for you
speak to him as your God in covenant, and offer yourselves
to him as his covenanted people. (3.) This covenant should
be actually renewed frequently in prayer and meditation,
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and other such acts of communion with God. (4.) Espe-
cially when after a fall we beg the pardon of our sins, and
the mercies of the covenant,and on days of humiliation and
thanksgiving, and in great distresses, or exhilarating mer-
cies. (6.) And the Lord’s supper is an ordinance instituted
to this very end. It is no small part of our Christian dili-
gence and watchfulness, to keep up and renew our cove-
nant-consent.

Direct. vi1. < And as careful must you be to keep or per-
form your covenant, as to enter it, and renew it: which is
done, 1. By continuing our consent; 2. By sincere obe-
dience; 3. And by perseverance” We do not (nor dare
not) promise to obey perfectly, nor promise to be as obe-
dient as the higher and better sort of Christians, though we
desire both : but to obey sincerely we must needs promise,
because we must needs perform it.

Obedience is sincere, 1. When the radical consént or
subjection of the heart to God in Christ is habitually and
heartily continued. 2. When God’s interest in us is most
predominant, and his authority and law can do more with
us, than any fleshly lust or wordly interest, or than the au-
thority, word, or persuasions of any man whosoever. 3.
When we unfeignedly desire to be perfect, and habitually
and ordinarily have a predominant love to all that is good,
and a hatred to that which is evil; and had rather do our
duty than be excused from it, and rather be saved from our
sin than keep it. -

" Direct. vuii. ¢ While you sincerely consent unto the co-
venant, live by faith upon the promised benefits of it, be-
lieving that God will make good on his part all that he hath
promised. Take it for your title to pardon, sonship, and
eternal life. O think what a mercy it is to have God
in covenant with you to be your God, your Father, Sa-
viour, and Sanctifier and felicity! And in this continually
rejoice.
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CHAPTER 1V.
Directions about the Profession of our Religion tolotlwrs.

Direct. 1. < UNDERSTAND first how great a duty the pro-
fession of true religion is, that you may not think as some
foolish people, that every man should conceal his religion,
or keep it to himself*.” Observe therefore these reasons
following which require it.

1. Our tongues and bodies are made to exercise and
shew forth that acknowledgment and adoration of God which
is in our hearts. And as he denieth God with the heart
who doth not believe in him and worship him in his heart,
80 he denieth God imputatively with his tongue and life,
who doth not profess and honour him with his tongue and
life; and so heis a practical atheist. “ I have sworn by
myself, the word is gone out of my mouth in righteousness,
and shall not return, That unto me every knee shall bow,
every tongue shall swear. Surely shall one say, In the Lord
have I righteousness and strength——1In the Lord shall all
the seed of Israel be justified, and shall glory ®.” * Where-
fore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a
name above every name, that at the name of Jesus every
knee should bow——and that every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is the Lord, to the glory of God the Fa-
ther<.” ‘ One shall say, I am the Lord’s: and another
shall call him by the name of Jacob : and another shall sub-
scribe with his hand unto the Lord, and surname himself by
the name of Israel 4.”

2. The public assemblies, and worship of God, are pur-
posely appointed by him, that in them we might make open
- profession of our religion. He that denieth profession, de-
nieth the public faith and worship of the church, and de-

* Nemo jam infamiam incutiat; nemo aliud existimet : quin nec fas est ulli de
s religione mentiri. Ex eo enim quod aliud & se coli dicit quam colit, et culturam
et honorem in alterum transferendo, jam non colit quod negavit : dicimus, et palam
dicimus et vobis torquentibus lacerati et cruenti vociferamur, Deum colimus per Chris-
tum : Tertul. Apolog. c. 11. .

® Isa. xlv. 23—25. ¢ Phil. ii. 9—11, 4 Isa. aliv. 5.

VOL. V. ¥
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nieth baptism and the Lord’s supper, which are sacraments
appointed for the solemn profession of our faith.

3. Our profession is needful to our glorifying God.
Men see not our hearts, nor know whether we believe in
God or not, nor what we believe of bhim, till they hear or see
it in our profession and actions. Paul’slife and death was
a profession of Christ, that in his “ boldness Christ might
be magnified in hisbody*.” * Ye are the light of the world !
a city that is set upon a hill cannot be hid. Neither do
men light a candle to put it under a bushel, but on a can-
dlestick, and it giveth light to all that are in the house.
Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your
good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven'.”

4. Our profession is the means of saving others: that
which is secret, is no means to profit them. They mustsee
our good works that they may glorify God®.

5. God hath required our open and bold profession of
him, with the strictest commands, and upon the greatest
penalties. * Sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and be
ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh
you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and
fear®.” < If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord
Jesus, and shalt believe in thy heart that God hath raised
him from the dead, thou shalt be saved: for with the heart
man believeth unto righteousness, and with the mouth con-
fession is made unto salvation!.” ¢ Whosoever shall be
ashamed of me and my words, in this adulterous and sinful
generation, of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed,
when he cometh in the glory of his Father with the holy
angels*®.”

Direct. 11. Next, ¢ Understand what it is in religion that
you must principally profess.” It is not every lesser truth,
much less every opinion of your own, in which you are con-
fident that you are wiser than your brethren. This is the
meaning of Rom. xiv. 22. “ Hast thou faith ? haveitto thy-
self before God.” By * faith” here is not meant the sub-
stance of the Christian belief, or any one necessary article
of it. But a belief of the indifferency of such things as
Paul spake of, in meats and drinks. If thou know these

¢ Phil. i. 20. f Matt. v. 14—16. ¢ Phil.i. 12—14.
» | Pet. v. 8. ! Rom. ix. 9, 10. % Mark viii. 38.
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things to be lawful when thy weak brother doth not, and so
thou be wiser than he, thank God for thy knowledge, and
use it to thy own salvation ; but do not proudly and uncha-
ritably contend for it, and use it uncharitably to the danger
of another’s soul, much less to the wrong of the church and
Gospel, and the hindrance of greater truths. Of these
things put them in remembrance,” (that is, of the saints’
hope in God’s faithfulness,) * charging them before the
Lord that they strive not about words to no profit, but the
subverting of the hearers’.” Yet “for the faith we must
earnestly contend.” * But foolish and unlearned questions
avoid, knowing that they do gender strife. And the ser-
vant of the Lord must not strive, but be gentle to all men™.”

. But that which is the chiefest matter of our profession
is, The being and perfections of God himself; his love to
man, and power over him, and man’s subjection and obliga-
tions unto God ; the person, and office, and works, and bene-
fits of our Redeemer, with all the duty that we owe to him’
in perfect holiness, and all the hopes that we have in him :
the happiness of the saints, the odiousness of sin, and the
misery of the wicked. These, and such as these are things
that we are called to profess: yet so as not to deny or re-
nounce the smallest truth.

Direct. 111. ‘ Understand also the manner how we must
make profession of religion.” 1. There is a professing by
words, and a professing by actions. 2. There is a solemn
profession by God’s public ordinances, and an occasional or
more private profession by conference, or by our conversa-
tions. And all these ways must religion be professed.

Direct. 1v. * Understand also the season of each sort of
profession, that you omit not the season, nor do it unsea-
sonably.” 1. Profession by baptism, Lord’s supper, and
church assemblies, must be done in their season, which the
church guides are the conductors of. 2. Profession by an
innocent, blamecless, obedient life is never out of season.
3. Profession by private conference, and by occasional acts
of piety, must be when opportunity inviteth us, and they are
likely to attain their ends. 4. The whole frame of a belie-
ver’s life should be so holy, and heavenly, and mortified, and
above the world, as may amount to a serious profession that

1 ¢ Thm. ii. 14, . = Jode 2,3. ¢ Tim.ii. 23, 24.
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he liveth in confident hope of the life to come, and may
shew the world the difference between a worldling and an
heir of heaven; between corrupted nature and true grace.
The professors of godliness must be a peculiar people, zea-
lous of good works, and adorned with them.

Direct. v. * Take special care that your profession be sin-
cere, and that you be yourselves as good as you profess to
be. Otherwise, 1. Your profession will condemn your-
selves. 2. And it will dishonour the truth which you de-
ceitfully profess. There can scarce a greater injury befal a
good cause, than to have a bad and shameful patron to de-
fend it. “ And thinkest thou this, O man, that judgest
them which do such things, and dost the same, that thou
shalt escape the judgment of God. Thou that makest thy
boast of the law, through breaking of the law dishonourest
thou God? For the name of God is blasphemed among
the Gentiles through you®.”

Direct. v1. ¢ Let not your profession be so much of your
own sincerity, as of God and his excellencies: bsast not of
yourselves, but of God and Christ, and the promise, and the
hope of true believers; and do it to God’s praise, and not
for your own.” Be sure that in all your profession of reli-
gion, you be seeking honour to God, and not unto your-
selves. And then in this manner he that doubteth of his
own sincerity, yet may and must make profession of Christ
and true religion: when you cannot proclaim the upright-
ness of your own hearts, you may boldly proclaim the ex-
cellencies of religion, and the happiness of saints.

Direct. vii. * Live upon God alone, and trust his all-suf-
ficiency, and abhor that pusillanimity and baseness of spi-
rit which maketh men afraid or ashamed openly to own the
truth.” Remember the example of your Lord, who before
Pontius Pilate, ** witnessed a good confession®,” who came
“ for this end into the world, to bear witness to the truth?.”
Fear not the face of man, whose breath is in his nostrils,
and is perishing even while he is threateningd. If you be-

® Rom. ii. 3. 183—¢25, © 1 Tim. vi. 18. P John xviii. 37.

4 The Arians under Vulens, and the Vandals still silenced the orthodox preachera
and forbad their meetings, and yet the people achered to their pastors and kept the
meetings, while they could. Sepius prohibitum est ut sacerdotes estri conventus mi-
nitne celebrarent, nec sua seditione animas subvertcreut Christianas, Preecept. Hon-
per, in Victore Uticens. p. 414.
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lieve not that heaven will satisfy for all that by scorns or
cruelties thou sufferest from sinners, thou hast not indeed
the hope of a believer. And no wonder if thou profess not
that which thou believest not: but if thou believe that God
18 God, and Christ is Christ, and heaven is heaven, and the
Gospel is true, thou hast enough in thy belief to secure thee
against all the scorns and cruelties of man, and to tell thee
that Christ will bear thy charges, in all that thou sufferest
for his sake. O what abundance are secretly convinced of
the truth, and their consciences bear witness to the wisdom
of the saints, and a holy life; and yet they dare not openly
own and stand to the truth which they are convinced of for
fear of being mocked by the tongues of the profane, or for
fear of losing their placesand preferments! O wretch, dost
thou not tremblewhen thou art ashamed of Christ, to think of
the day when he will be ashamed of thee? Thenwhen he comes
inglorynonewillbeashamedofhim! Then whereis the tongue -
that mocked him and his servants? Who then will deride
his holy ways ? Then that will be the greatest glory, which
thou art now ashamed of. Canst thou believe that day,
and yet hide thy profession, through cowardly fear or shame
of man? Is man so great, and is Christ no greater in thine
eyes thanso? If he be not more regardable than man, be-
lieve not in him : if he be, regard him more; and let not a
worm be preferred before thy Saviour.

Direct. vi. * If any doubt arise, whether thou shouldst
now make profession of the truth, (as in the presence of
scorners, or when required by magistrates or others, &c.)
let not the advice or interest of the flesh have any hand at
all in the resolving of the case; but let it be wholly deter-
mined as the interest of Chnst requireth.” Spare thyself
when the interest of Christ requn'eth it; not for thyself,
but for him. But when his interest is most promoted by
thy suffering, rejoice that thou art any way capable of serv-
ing him.

Drrect. 1x. * Though sometimes a particular profession
of the faith may be unseasonable, yet you must never make
any profession of the contrary, either by words or-actions.”
Truth may be sometimes silenced, but a lie may never be
professed or approved.
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Direct. x. * If any that profess Christianity reproach you
for the profession of holiness and diligence, convince them
that they hypocritically profess the same, and that holiness
is essential to Christianity :’ open their baptismal covenant
to them, and the Lord’s prayer in which they daily pray that
God’s will may be done on earth even as it is in heaven,
which is more strictly than the best of us can reach. The
difference between them and you is but this, whether we
should be Christians hypocritically in jest, or in good ear-
nest.

* CHAPTER V.
Dir_ections about Vows and Particular Covenants with God.

Tit. 1. Directions for the Right Making such Vows and Cove-
nants.

Direct. 1. ‘UNDERSTAND the nature of a vow, and the use
to which it is appointed.’ _
A vow is a promise made to God. 1. It is not a bare
assertion or negation. 2. It is not a mere pollicitation, or
expression of the purpose or resolution of the mind : for he
that saith or meaneth no mose than, ‘I am purposed or re-
solved to do this,” may upon sufficient reason do the contra-
ry: for he may change his mind and resolution, without any
untruth or injury to any. 3. Itis not a mere devoting of a
thing to God for the present by actual resignation. For
the present actual delivery of .a thing to sacred uses is no
promise for the future : though we usually join them both
together, yet ‘devovere’ may be separated from °vovere.’
4. It must be therefore a promise, which is, a voluntary
obliging one’s self to another ¢ de 