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"DoxaTive, EPHEMERA, and SaTIETY,

PREFACE.

FEW fubjects have of late years more employed the pens of every clafs of critics, than the im«
provement of the Englith language. The greateft abilities in the nation have been exerted in cul-
tivating and reforming it ; nor have a thoufand minor critics been wanting to add their mite of
amendment to their native tongue. Johnfon, whofe large mind and juft tafte made him capable
of ennchmg and adorning the language with original compofition, has condefcended to the
drudgery of difentangling, explaining, and arranging it, and left a lafting monument of his ability,
labour, and patience : .and Dr. Lowth, the politeft fcholar of the age, has veiled his fuperiority in
his fhort Introduction to Englith Grammar. -The ponderous folio has gravely vindicated the
rights of analogy; and the light ephemeral fheet of news has corrected errors in Grammar, as well
as in Politics, by flyly marking them in italics.

Nor has the improvement ftopped here. While Johnfon and Lowth have been infenfibly ope-
rating on the orthography and conftruétion of our language, its pronunciation has not been neg-.
leGed. The importance of a confiftent and regular pronunciation was too obvious to be over-
looked ; and the want of this confiftency and regularity induced feveral ingenious men to endea-
vour at a reformation ; who, by exhibiting the anomalies of pronunciation, and pointing out its
analogies,, have reclaimed fome words that were not irrecoverably fixed in a wrong found, and
prevented others from being perverted by ignorance or caprice.

Among thofe writérs who deferve the firft praife on this fubject, is Mr. Elphinfton; who, in his
Principles of the Englifh Language, has reduced the chaos to a fyftem, and, by a deep inveftiga~
tion of the analogies of our tongue, laid the foundation of a juft and regular pronunciation..

After him, Dr. Kenrick contributed a portion of improvement by his Rhetorical Dictionary; -
in which the words are divided into fyllables as they are pronounced, and figures placed over the -

vowels to indicate their different founds. But this gentleman has rendered his Dictionary ex-
tremely imperfect, by entirely omitting a great number of words of doubtful and difficult pronun..
ciation—thofe very words for which a Dictionary of this kind would naturally be confulted.

To him fucceeded Mr. Sheridan ; who not only divided the words into fyllables, and placed
figures over the vowels as Dr. Kenrick had done, but by fpelling thefe fyllables as they are pro--
nounced, feemed to complete the idea of a Pronouncing Dictionary, and to leave but little ex-.
peQtation of future imprdvemem. It muft, indeed, be confefled, that Mr. Sheridan’s DiGtionary -
is greatly fuperior to every other that preceded it; and his method of conveying the found of:
words, by {pelling them as they are pronounced, is highly rational and ufeful—But here fincerity
obliges me to ftop, The numerous inftances I have given of impropriety, inconfiftency, and want:
of acquaintance with the apalogies of the language, fufficiently thow how imperfe@t * I.think
his Dictionary is upon the whole, and what ample room was left for attempting another that might.
better anfwer the purpofe of 2 guide to pronunciation.

The laft writer on this fubject is Mr. Nares ; who, in his Elements of Orthoepy, has fhewn a\

clearnefs of method and an extent of obfervation which deferve the higheft encomiums. His
preface alone proves him an elegant writer, as well as a philofophical obferver of language; and
his alphabetical index, referring riear five thoufand words to the rules for pronouncing them, is a.

® Sec Principles, No. 124, 126, 1129, 386, 454, 462, 479, 480, 530, and the words Assumz, CorrscT, Covnc;us, Dis,
412




iv " ' PREFACE.

New and ufeful method of treating the fubjet; but he feems, on many occafiom, to have miftaken
the bey ufare, and to have pad too little attention to the firft principles of prawnciation.

Thus Inve ventured to give my opinion of my rivals and competitors, and Ilope without envy
or {.If-concei. Perhaps it would have been policy in me to have been filent onthis head, for fear
of putting the pumick in mind that others have written on the fubjedt as well asmyfelf: but this
is a narrow policy Wiich, under the colour of tendernefls to others, is calculatedio raife ourfelves
at theirexpence. A wraep, who is conft ious he deferves the attention of the pulic, (and unlefs
he is thus'confcious‘ he ougne not to write,) muft not only with to be compareswith thofe who
have gone before him, but wiy promote the comparifon by informing his rexars what others
have done, and on what he founds is pretenfions to a preference; and if this be dne with fairnefs
and impartiality, it can be no more ofenfive to modefly, than it is to honet y and min dealing.

The work I have to offer on the fubjecthas, I hope, ad-'ed fomething to the pulick ftock. It
not enly exhibits the principles of pronuncision on a more extenfive plan than otkrs have done,
divides the words into fyllables, and marks the Gunds of the vowels like Dr. Kenrek, {pells the
words as they are pronounced like Mr. Sheridan, and direéts the infpe&or to the rue by the word
like Mr. Nares ; but where words are fubject to different pronunciations, it thows theeafons from
analogy for each; produces authorities for one fide and the otver, and points out te pronunci-
ation which is preferable. In fhort, I have endeavoured to unite the fcience of MrElphinfton,
the method of Mr. Nares, and the general utility of Mr. Sheridan; and to add to thefadvantages,
have given critical obfervations on fuch words as are fubject to a diverfity of pronuncition. How
I have fucceeded, muft be left to the decifion of the publick. - :

But to all works of this kind theré lies a formidable objection ; which is, that thedronuncia-
tion of a language is neceflarily indefinite and fugitive, and that all endeavours to delinste or fettle
it are-in vain. Dr. Johnfon, in his. Grammar prefixed to his Dictionary, fays: * Mft of the
‘¢ writers of Englifh grammar have given long tables of words pronounced otherwife:han they
¢« -are written ; and feem not fufficiently to have confidered, that, of Englith, as of\ll living
‘ tongues, there is a double pronunciation; one, curfory and colloquial ; the other, rdular and
« folemn. The curfory pronunciation is always vague and uncertain, being made difrent, in
¢ different mouths, by negligence, unfkilfulnefs, or affeitation. The folemn pronaciation,
though by no means immutable and permanent, is yet always lefs remote from the orthgraphy,
¢« and lefs liable to capricious innovation. They have, however, generally formed thd tables
¢ according to the curfory fpeech of thofe with whom they happencd to converfe; and conjuding,
¢ that the whole nation combines to vitiate language in one manner, have often eftablited the
« jargon of the loweft of the peopleas the model of fpeech.  For pronunciation, the beft feneral
¢ rule is, to confider thofe as the moft elegant fpeakers who deviate leaft from the written wrds.*’

Without any derogation from the character of Dr. Johnfon, it may be afferted, that in thk ob-
fervations we do not perccive that juftnefsand accuracy of thinking for which he‘is fo remagable.
Jt would be doing great injuftice to him to fuppofe, thas he meant to exclude all pofibility dcon-
veying the actual pronunciation of many words that depart manifeftly from their orthograpk, or
of thofe that are written alike, and prenounced differently, and inverfely. He has markedihefe
differences with great propricty himfclf in many places of his Dictionary ; and it is to be regrrred
that he did not extend thefe remarks farther. It is impcflible, thercfore, he could fuppofe, that,
becaufe the almoft imperceptible glances of colloquial pronunciation were not to be caughtand
defcribed by the pen, that thevery perceptible difierence between the initial accented fyllablg of _
_ money and moniter, or the final unaccented fyllables of finite and snfinite, could not be fufliciestly
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PREFACE. c v

marked upon paper. Cannqt we fhow that cellar, a vault; and feller, one who fells, have
exactly the fame found; or that the monefyllable fu//, and the firft {yllable of fulminate, are founded
differently, becaufe there are fome words in which folemnity will authorize a different fhade .of
pronunciation from familiarity ? Befides; that colloquial pronunciation which is perfed, is fo
much the language of folemn fpeaking, that, perhaps, there is no more difference than betweent
the fame picture painted to be viewed near and at a diftance. The {ymmetry in both is exactly
the fame; and the diftinction lies only in the colouring. The Englith language, in this refpect,
feems to have a great fuperiority over the French; which pronounces many letters in the poetic
and folemn ftyle that are wholly filent in the profaic and familiar. But if a folemn and familiar
pronunciation really exifts in our language, is it not the bufinefs of a grammarian to mark both 2
And if he cannot point out the precife found of unaccented {yllables, (for thefe only are liable to
obfcurity,) he may, at leaft, give thofe founds which approach the neareft ; and by this means
become a little more ufeful than thofe who fo liberally leave every thing to the ear and tafte of the
fpeaker.

The truth is, Dr. Johnfon feems to have had a confufed idea of the diftin&nefs and indiftin@nefs
with which, on folemn or famiiliar occafions, we fometimes pronounce the xnaccented vowels; and
with refpect to thefe, it muft be owned, that his remarks are not entirely without foundation. The
Englith language, with refpe& to its pronunciation, is evidently divifible into accented and unac-
cented founds. The accented fyllables, by being pronounced with greater force than theunac-
cented, have their vowels as clearly and diftinctly founded as any given note in mufic; while the
unaccented vowels, for want of the ftrefs, are apt to flide into an obfcurity of found, which
though fufficiently diftinguifhable to the ear, cannot be fo.definitely marked out to the eye by
other founds as thofe vowels that are under the accent. Thus fome of the vowels, when neither
under the accent, nor clofed by a confonant, have a longer ora fhorter, an opener ora clofer found,
according to the folemmty or familiarity, the deliberation or rapidity of our delivery. This will
be percexved in the found of the ¢ in emotion ®, of the o in obcdience, and of the  in fingular. In
the hafty pronunciation of common fpeaking, the e in emotion is often fhortened, as if fpelt 7m-
mo-tion; theo in obedience is thortened and obfcured, as if written ub-be-di-ence ; and the « in monu-
ment changed into ¢, as if written mon-ne-ment ; while the deliberate and elegant found of thefe
vowels is the long open-found they have, when the accent is on them in equal, over, and anit ; but a,
when unaccented, feems to have no fuch diverfity; it has generally a fhort obfcure found, whether
ending a fyllable, or.clofed by a confonant. Thus the a in aé/e has its definite and diftin& found ;
but the fame letter in tolerable + goes into an obfcure indefinite found approaching to fhort «;
nor can any folemnity or deliberation give it the long open found it has in the firt word. Thus,
by diftinguifhing vowels into their accented and unaccented founds, we are enabled to fee clearly
what Dr. Johnfon faw but obfcurely ; and by this diftinction entirely to obviate the objection.

Equally indefinite and uncertain is his general rule, that thofe are to be confidered as the moft
elegant fpeakers who deviate leaft from the written words. It is certain, where cuftom is equal,
this ought to take place; and if the whole body of refpectable Englifh {peakers were equally divided
in their pronunciation of the word &u/y, one half pronouncing it eww-ze §, and the other half
biz-ze, that the former ought to be accounted,the moft elegant {peakers; but till this is the cafe,
the latter pronunciation, though a grofs deviation from orthography, will ftill be eftccmed the

moft elegant. Dr. Johnfon’s general rule, therefore, can only take place where cuftom has not
[ ]
® See the words CorLecT, CoMMAND, DesraTcH, DOMESTICK, Eruca, OccasioxN.

+ Principles, No. §8, 545. 1 Priuciples, No. 178.
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phainly.decided; but unfortunately for the Englith language, its orthography and pronunciation
are {o widely different, that Dr, Watts and Dr. Jones lay it down as a maxim in their treatifes on
fpelling, that all words, which can be founded different ways, muft be written according to that
found which is moft diftant from the true pronunciation ; and confequently, in fuch a language, 4
Pronouncing Dictionary muft be of effential ufe. - ‘

But ftill it may be objected to fuch an undertaking, that the flu&ation of pronuncnatlon is fo
great asto render all attempts to fettle it ufelefs. What will it avail us, it-may be faid, to know
the pronunciation of the prefent day, if, in a few years, it will be altered ? And how are we to know
even what the prefent pronunciation is, when the fame words-are often differently pronounced by
different fpeakers, and thofe, perhaps, of equal numbers and reputation? To which it may be an.
fwered, that the fluGtuation of our language, with refpect to its pronunciation, feems to have been
greatly exaggerated *. ‘Except a very few fingle words, which are generally noticed in the follow-
ing Dicionary, and the words where ¢ comes before r, followed by another confonant, as mertbant,
Jervice, &c. the pronunciation of the language is probably in the fame ftate it was in a century
ago; and had the fame attention been then paid to it as now, it is not likely even that change
would have happened. The fame may be obferved of thofé words which are differently pronounced
by different fpeakers : if the analogies of the language were better underftood, it is fcarcely con-
ceivable that fo many words in polite ufage would have a diverfity of pronunciation, which is at
once Yo ridiculous and embarrafling ; nay, perhaps it may be with confidence afferted, that if the
analogies of -the language were fufficiently known, and fo near at hand as to be applicable on in-
fpection to every word, that not only many words which are wavering between contrary ufages
would be fettled in their true found, but that many words, which are fixed by cuftom to an im-

* The old and new ’Anll, whh all the vasiqus dialets, muft have occafioned iafinjte irregularity in the pronuaciation of the

Greek tongue; and if we may jndge of the Latin pronunciation by the ancicnt infcriptions,.it was Little lefs vagious and irzegulae

than the Greek.  Aulus Gellius tells us, that Nigidius, a grammarian who lived a little more than a citury before him, acuted
the firt fyllable of Valeri; but fays he, ¢ fi quis nanc Valerium appellans in cafu vocandi fécundum id preceptum Nigidii acuerit

* primam, non aberit quin rideatur.”” Whoever now fhould place the accent on the firft fyllable of Zakrins, when a vocative cafe,.
would fet every body a-laughing. Ewen that highly-polithed hnguagedlcl‘rcnch, if we may believe a writer in the Eocyclo-
pédie, is little lefs irregular in this refpeét than our own,

10 eft arsivé, fays he, par les altérations qui fe fuccedent rapidement dans la maniére de prononcer, & les correftions qui
s'introduifent lentcment dans la maniére d'écrire, que la prononciation & I'écriture ne marchent point enfemble, & que quoiqu'il y
ait chez les peuples les plus policés de I'Europe, des fociétés d’hommes de lettres chargés des les modérer, des les accorder, & de les
rapptocher de la meme ligne, elles fc trouvent enfin 2 une diftance inconcevable; enforte que de deux chofes dont 1'une n’a été
imaginée dans fon origine, que pour répréfenter fidellement I'autre, celle-ci netdifferc guére moins de celle-1i, que le portrait de la
méme perfonne peinte dans deux ages trés-&loignés, Enfin Pinconvénient s'eft accru 3 un tel excds qu'on n'ofe plps y remédier.
On pronooce une langue, on écrit une autre : & l’on s’accoutume tellement pendant le refte de 1a vie i cette bifarrerie qui a faic
verfer tant de larmes dans V'enfance, que fi I'on renongoit i fa mauvaife orthographe pour une plus voifine de la prononciation, on
ne reconnoitroit plusla langue pa:lée fous cette nouvelle combinaifon de caraltires. S'il y en a qui ne pourroient fe fuccéder fans
une grande fatigue pour l'organe, ou ils ne fe rencontrent point, ou ils ne durent pas. TIs font échappés de lalangue par I'euphonie,
cette loi puiffante, qui agit continuellernent & univerfellement funs Egard pour 1’étymologie & fes défenfeurs, et qui tend fans inter-
miffion 4 amener des &tres qui ont les méimcs organes, le méme ididme, les mémes mouvemens prefcrits, d-peu-prés i la méme pro-
nonciation.. Les casfes dont 'altion n'eft point interrompue, deviennent toujours les plas fortes avec les tems, quelque foibley
qu’elles foient en’elles-mémes, & il n’y a prefque pas une feule voyelle, une feule diphthongue, une feule confonne don: la valcn:
foit tellement conftante, que I’ cuphamc n’en puiffe difpofer, foit en altérant le fon, foit en le fupprimant.

1 thall not decide upon the juftnefs of thefe complaints, but muft obferve, that a worfe pituge could fcarcely be drawn of

the Englifh, or the moft baibarous language of Europe. Indeed a degree of verfatility fcems involved in the very nature of
language, and je onc of thofe evils left by Providence for man to corret: a love of osder, and the utility of tegnlmty, will
always mcl;nc him to confins this vcrfanhty within as narrow bounds as poflible.
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proper pronunciation, would by degrees grow regular and analogical; and thofe vhidx are {0
already. would be fecured in their purity, by a knowledge of their regujarity and amalogy. - .
" But the utility of a work of this kind is not confined to thofe parts of language where the im.
propriety is grofs and palpable ; befides thofe imperfections in pronunciation, which difguft every
ear not accuftomed to them, there are a thoufand infenfible deviations, in the more minute parsts
of language, as the unaccented fyllables may be called, which do not ftrike the ear fo forcibly as
to mark any dire& impropriety in particular words, but occafion only fuch a general imperfection
as gives a bad impreflion upon the whole. Speakers with thefe imperfcitions pafs very ‘well in
common converfation ; but when they are required to pronounce with emphafis, arnd for that purs
pofe to be more diftin& and definite in their utterance, here their ear fails them ; they have-been
accuftomed only to loofe curfory fpeaking, and for waat of a firmnefs of pronunciatien, are like
thofe painters who draw the mufcular exertions of the human body without any knowledge of
anatomy. This is one reafon, perhaps, why we find the elocution of fo few people agreeable
when they read or fpeakto an aflembly, while fo few offend us by their utterance in common
converfation. . A thoufand faults lie concealed in a miniature, which a micrefcope brings to
view ; and it is only by pronouncing on a larger fcale, as public fpeaking may be called, that we
prove the propriety of our elocution. As, therefore, there are certain deviations from analogy
which are not at any rate tolerable, there arc others which only, as it were, tarnifh the pronunci»
ation, and make it lefs brilliant and agreeable. There are few who have turned theis thoughts
on this {ubject without obferving, that they fometimes pronounce the fame word or fyllable in a
different manner ; and as neither of thefe manners offend the ear, theyare at a lofs to which they
thall give the preference ; but as one muft neceflarily pe more agreeable to the anslogy of the lan-
guage than the other, a difplay of thefe analogies, in a Dicionary of this kind, will immediately
remove this uncertainty ; and in this view of the variety we fhall difcover a fithefs in one mode
of fpeaking, which will give a firmnefs and fecurity to our pronunciatien, from a confidence that
it is founded on reafon, and the general tendency of the language. See Principles, No. 530, 547
§5i, &c.

But, alas{ reafoning on language, however well founded, may be all overturned by a fingle
quotation from Horace :

. ufus
¢ Quem penés arbitrium eft, & jus & fiorma loquendi.’’

This, it muft be owned, is a fucciné way of ending the controverfy; and by virtue of this
argument we may become criticks in language without the trouble of ftudying it. Not that I
would be thought, in the nroft diftant manner, to deny, that Cuftom is the fovercign arbiter of
language. Far from it. I acknowledge its authority, and know there is no appeal from it. I
wifh only to difpute where this arbiter has not decided ; for if once Cuftom fpeak out, however
abfurdfy, I fincerely acquiefce in its fentence.

But what is this cuftom to which we muft fo'implicitly fubmit? Is it the ufageof the multitude
of fpeakers, whether good or bad? This has never been afferted by the moft fanguine abettors of
its authority. Is it the majority of the ftudious in fchools and colleges, with thofe of the learned
profeflions, or of thofe who, from their elevated birth or ftation, give laws to the refinements and
elegancies of a court? To confine propriety to the latter, which is too often the cafe, feems an
injury to the former; who, from their very profeflion, appear to have a natural right to a fhare,
at leaft, in the legiflation of language, if not to an abfolute fovereignty. The polifhed attendants
en a throne are as apt to depart from fimplicity in language as in drefs and manners; and novelty,
inftead of cuftom, is too often the jus & norma loguendi of acourt. '
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Perhaps an attentive obfervation will lead us to conclude, that the ufage, which ought to direct
us, is neither of thefe we have been enumerating, taken fingly, but a fort of compound ratio of all
three. Neither a finical pronunciation of the court, nor a pedantic Graecifm of the fchools, will
be denominated refpe@able ufage, till a certain number of the general mafs of fpeakers have ac=
knowledged them ; nor will a multitude of common fpeakers authorife any pronunciation which
is reprobated by the learned and polite.

As thofe founds, thercfore, which are the moft generally received among the learned and polite;
as well as the bulk of fpeakers, are the moft legitimate, we may conclude that a majority of two of
thefe ftates ought always to concur, in order to conftitute what is called good ufage.

But though cuftom, when general, is commonly well underftood, there are feveral ftates and de-
grees of it which are exceedingly obfcure and equivocalg and the only method of knowing the ex-
tent of cuftom in thefe cafes, feems to be an infpection of thofe Dictionaries which profefledly
trcat of pronunciation. Wehave now fo many works of this kind, that the general current of cuf-
tom, with refpect to the found of words, may be collected from them with almoft as much cer-
tainty as the general fenfe of words from Johnfon. An exhibition of the opinions of orthoepifts
about the found of words always appeared to me a very rational method of determining what is
called cuftom. This method I have adopted in the following work ; and if I have fometimes dif-
fented from the majority, it has been, either from a perfuafion of being better informed of what
was the actual cuftom of fpeaking, or from a partiality to the evident analogies of the language.

- And here I muft intreat the candid reader to make every reafonable allowance for the freedom
with which I have critifed other writers on this fubjet, and particularly Mr. Sheridan." As.a man, -
a gentleman, and a fcholar, I knew Mr. Sheridan, and refpected him; and think every lover of
elocution owes him a tribute of thanks for his unwearied addreffes to the publick, to roufe them to
the ftudy of the delivery of their native tongue. But this tribute, however juft, does not exempt
him from examination. His credit with the world neceffarily fubjects him to animadverfion, be-
caufe the errors of fuch a writer are dangerous in proportion to his reputation : this has made me
zealous to remark his inaccuracies, but not without giving my reafons; nor have I ever taken
advantage of fuch faults asanay be called inadvertencies®. On'the fame principles I have ventured
to criticife Dr. Johnfon, (fee Sceptic, Scirrbus, Codle, Further, &c.) whofe friendfhip and advice I
was honoured with, whofe memory I love, and whofe intellectual powers imprefs me with ‘fome--
thing like religious veneration and awe. Idonot pretend to be exempt from faults myfelf; ina
work like the prefent, it would be a miracle to efcape them; nor have I the leaft idea of deciding as
a judge, in a cafe of fo much delicacy and importance, as the pronunciation ofa whole people; 1
have only aflumed the part of an advocate to plead the caufe of confiftency and analogy, and where
cuftom is either filent or dubious, to tempt the lovers of their language to incline to the fide of pro-
priety ; fo that my defign is principally to give a kind of hiftory of pronunciation, and a regifter of
its prefent ftate; and where the authorities of dictionaries or fpeakers are found to difter, to give
fuch a difplay of the analogies of the language as may enable every infpector to decide for himfelf.

With refpect to the explanation of words, except in very few inftances, I have fcrupuloufly fol-
lowed Dr. Johnfon. HisDi&ionary has been deemed lawful plunder by every fubfequent lexico-
grapher; and fo fervilely has it been copied, that fuch words as he muft have omitted merely by
miftake, as Predileélion, Refpedable, Defcriptive, Sulky, Inimical, Inteyference, and many others, are
neither in Mr. Sheridan’s, Dr. Kenrick’s, nor feveral other Dictionaries.

* The infpettor will be pleafed to take notice, that my obfervations on Mr. Sheridan relate to the firfl edition, publifhed in his life— *

time, and the fvcond, fome time after his death. whatever alterations may have been made by his fubfequent editors, I am totally
anacquainted with, L2




Rules to be obferved by the Natives of IRELAND
in order to obtain a jufi Pronunciation of

Englsjb.

AS Mr. Sheridan was a native of Ireland, and had the
.beft opportunities of underflanding thofe peculiarities of
“pronunciatién which obtain there, I fhall extra his obfer-
-wations on that fubje&t as the beft general dire@ion, and
add a few of my own, by way of fupplement, which I hope
-will render this article of inftru€tion ftill more complete.

The reader will be pleafed to take notice, that as I
-have made a different arrangement of the vowels, and have
.adopted a notation different from Mr. Sheridan, I am

obliged to make ufe of different figures to mark the vowels,
but ftill fuch as perfe@ly correfpond to his.

¢¢ The chicf miftakes made by the Irith in pronouncing

¢ Englifh, lic for the moft part in the founds of the two
¢ firft vowels, aand ¢; the former being generally founded
¢¢ § by the Irith, as in the word bir, in moft words where
¢ it is pronounced 4, as in day, by the Englith.. Thus
< the Irith fay, pitron, mitron, the vowel i having the
¢ fame found as in the word fither ; whilft the Englith
¢ pronounce them as if written paytron, maytron. The
< following rule, firi@ly attended to, will reflify this
¢ miftake through the whole language.

¢ When the vowel « finithes a fyllable, and has the

€¢ accent on it, it is invariably pronounced } [day] by the
¢¢ Englith. To this rule there are but three exceptions in
¢¢ the whole language to be found in the words fither,

‘* papd, mami. The Irith may think alfo the word rather

¢¢ an exception, as well as farher ; and fo it would appear

€¢ to be in their manner of pronouncing it ri-ther, laying

#¢ the accent on the vowel a; but in the Englith pronun-

¢¢ ciation the confonant 75 is taken into the firft fyllable, as

¢¢ thus, rath'er, which makes the difference.

¢ Whenever a confonant follows the vowel 2 in the

¢ fame fyllable, and the accent is on the confonant, the
¢¢ vowel 4 has always its fourth found, as hit, man; as
. *¢ alfo the fame found lengthened when it precedes the

«¢ letter r, as fir, bir, though the accent be on the vowel ;
¢ as likewife when it precedes im, as b3lm, psilm. The
¢ Irith, ignorant of this latter exception, pronounce all
¢¢ words of that ftruGture as if they were written hawnm,
¢ pfawm, quawm, cawm, &c. In the third found of g,
¢¢ marked by different combinations of vowels, or confo-
€¢ mants, fuch as au, in Paul ; aw, in law; all, in call ;
“s gld, in bald ; alt, in talk, &c. the Irith make no mif-
¢ take, except in that of /m, as before mentioned.

¢ The fecond vowel, e, is for the moft part founded .
¢ by the Englith, when the accent is upon it ; whilft the
¢¢ Irith in moft words give it the found of flender &, as in
¢ bate. This found of & [ee] is marked by different
¢s combinations of vowels, fuch as eq, ¢/, ¢ final mute, e,

[ix]

«and je. In the two laft combinations of ee and 7e, the
« TIrifh never miftake ; fuch as in meet, feem, field, believe,
¢ &c. ; but in all the others, they almoft univerfally
¢ change the found of ¢ into §. Thus in the combination
% ¢a, they pronounce the words tea, fea, pleafe, as if they
«¢ were fpelt 7ay, fay, plays ; inflead of tee, fee, pleefe. The
¢ Englith conftantly give this found to ea whenever the
¢ gecent is on the vowel ¢, except in the following words,
“ great, a pear, a bear, to bear, to forbear, to fwear, to tear,
“ to wear. In all which the ¢ has the found of 4 in hite.
* For want of knowing thefe exceptians, the gentlemen of
¢¢ Ircland, after fome time of refidence in London, are apt
¢ to fall into the general rule, and pronounce thefe words
 asif {pelt greet, beer, fwear, &e.

¢¢ Ej is alfo founded er by the Englith, and as & by the
« Jrith ; thus the word deceit, receive, are pronounced by
¢ them as if written defate, refave.  Li is always founded
“ e, except when a g follows it, as in the words resgn,
“ feign, deign, &c. ; as allo in the words rein (of a bridle),
¢ rein-deer, vein, drein, veil, heir, which are prunounced
¢ like rain, vain, drain, vail, air.

¢ The final mute ¢ makes the preceding ¢ in the fame
¢ fyllable, when accented, have the found of ¢, as in the
‘¢ words fupréme, fincére, repléte. This rule is almoft
¢ univerfally broken through by the Irifh, who pronounce
¢ a]] fuch words as if written fuprime, finchre, replite.
¢ &c. There are but two exceptions to this rule in the
¢ Englith pronunciation, which arc the words there,
 where. . ‘

¢¢ In the way of marking this found, by a double ¢, 2s
¢ thus ee, as the Irith never make any miftakes, the beft
 method for all who want to acquire the right pronunci-
¢ ation of thefe feveral combinations is, to fuppofe that ea,
“ ¢, and e, attended by a final mute ¢, are all fpelt witha
¢ double ¢, or ee. : ‘

¢ Ey is always founded like 4 by the Englith, when the
¢ accent is upon it; asin the words prey, comvey, pro--
““ nounced pray, convay. ‘To this there are but two ex-
¢ ceptions, in the words kéy and léy, founded kee, ke.
¢ The Irith, in attempting to pronounce like the Englith,
< often give the fame found to ¢y, as ufually helongs to & 3
« thus for prey, convey, they fay, pree, comvee.

¢ A ftrict obfervation of thefe few rules, with a due at-
¢ tention to the very few cxceptions enumerated above,
“ will enable the well-cducated natives of Ircland to
¢ pronounce thcir words exaétly in the fame way as the
< more polifhicd part of the inhabitants of England do, fo
“¢ far as the vowels are concerncd.  The diphthongs they
¢ commit no fault in, except in the found of }, which has
¢ been alrcady taken notice of in the Grammar *: where,

¢ «Vide p. 11, where the true manner of pronoyncing the
¢ diphthong i is pointed out; the Irith pronouncing it much in
¢ the fame maanes as the Freach.

8
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¢ jikewife, the only difference in pronouncing any of the
« confonants has becn pointed out ; which is, the thick-
« ening the founds of 4 and #, in certain fituations ; and
“ an eafy method propofed of correing this habit *.

< In_order to complete the whole, I fhall now give a
« 1ift of fuch detached words, that do not come under any
« of the above rules, as arc pronounced differently in
« Ireland from what they arc in England :

Irifk pron.  Englifhpron. Irifk pron. Eng. pron.

ché’arful chédr'ful  12nth (Zength) 1&nkth
fé'arful e’ ful firév (flrove)  flrove
dddr. dére driv (drsve) drove
dér fiore tén’ure t&'nure
gipe gipe tén’able &/ nable
-g&th’er (gather) gath'er writh wriath
‘béard bérd writh (wroth)  wréth
ball ball fi'rewel fir'wel
bifh bith réde- réd

pih pth firbdc firdd
péil plll fhone fhén
phl/pit phi'pit  fhism (fehifm) sizm
“cAIf cAif / whé/'refore whér'fore
k&tch (catch)  citch thé&/refore thér'fore
cdarle (coarfe) cdarle bréth (8readth) brédth
cdurfe (courfe) cdarfe cowld (cold) cbld
cdurt court bowld (bold) bold
-mald’ cious malithius  cdf'fer cd'fer
pldding pldding .endd'avour enddv'tr
qudth (qzaft)  quih fGe (foot) fht
¥zh'ur (Jeifure) 1&' zhur mifché'evous  mis'chivous
cla'mour clim'mur in'ion (snisn)  &n'nyun
MY'kil (Mickael) Mi'kel  piit put

dréth (drought) drout rétth (reach) réach
sirch (fearch)  sérch fqua'dron fqudd'run
sdurce (fource) sorce zha'lous z&'lus
ctifhion chfhion  zda'lot z&l'lut

firéath (frengeh) frénkth

® « The Yetter 4 has always the fame found by thofe who pro-
nounce Englith well; but the Provincials, particularly the
Irifh, Scotch, and Welfh, in many words thicken the found by
a mixture of breath. I'hus though they found the d right
in the pofitive foud and broad, in the comparative degree they
thicken it by an afpiration, and found it as if it were written
« Joudber, broadber. ‘Lhis vicious pronunciation is produced by
¢¢ puthing the tongue forward fo as to touch the teeth in form-

-

x]

« Thefe, after the clofeft attention, are all the words,
¢ not included in the rules before 1aid down, that'T have
¢¢ been able to colle@, in which the well-cducated natives
¢« of Ircland differ from thofe of England.”.

\

I fhall make no obfervations on the accuracy of this
liit, but defire oy reader to obferve, that the ftrongeft
chara@eriftics of the pronunciation of Ireland is the
rough jarring pronunciation bf the letter R, and the afpi-
ration or rough breathing before all the accented vowels.
For the true found of R, fee that letter in the Principles,
No. 419. And for the rough breathing or afpiration of
the vowels, the pupil fhould be told not to bring the
voice fuddenly from the brcaft, but to fpeak, as it were,
from the mouth only.

.It may be obferved too, that the natives of Ireland pro-
nounce 7 at the end of a word fo diftin&ly as to form two
feparate fyllables. Thus florm and farm feem founded by
them as if written faw-rum, fa-rum; while the Englith
found the ~ fo foft and fo clol[e to the m, that it feems pré-
nounced nearly as if written flawm, faam.

Nearly the fame obfervations are applicable to Im.
‘When thefe letters end 2 word they are, in Ireland, pro-
nounced at fuch a diftance, that helir and reaim found as if
written hel-um and real-tm ; but in England the / and m
are pronounced as clofe as poflible, and fo as to form but
one fyllable. To remedy this, it will be neceffary for the
pupil to make a colletion of words termimating with thefe
confonants, and to praife them over dll a true pronun-

« ciavion ‘is ‘acquired. :

« ing that found ; -and the way to cure itis eafy; forasthey can
¢ pronounce: the d properly in the word loud, let them reft a
« little upon that fyllable, keeping the tongue in the pofition of
« forming d, and then let them feparate it from the upper gum
« without pufhing it forward, and the found der will be pro-
v duced of courfe: for the organ being left in the pofition of
« founding 4 at the end of the fyllable Joud, is neceffarily in the
« pofition of forming the fame d in uttéring the laft fyllable,
« unlefs it makes a new movement, as in the cafe of protrud-
« ing it fo as to touch the teeth. This letter is fometimes,
. ¢ though not often, quiefcent, as inthe words bandkerchief, band-
«“ fome, bandfel.

« In pronouncing the letter # the Irith and other Provincials
thicken the found, as was before mentioned with regard to
the d; for better, they fay betther; for utter, utther ; and fo on
in all words of that ftructure. This faulty manner arifes
from the fame caufe that was mentioned as affefling the found
of the d; I mean the protruding of the tongue fo as to touch
the teeth; and ia curable only in the fame way.”

’
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Rules to be obferved by the Natives of ScoT-
LAND for attaining a juff Pronunciation of

Englifb.

THAT pronunciation which diftinguithes the inkati-
tants of Scotland is of a very different kind from that of
Ireland, and may be divided into the quantity, quality, and
accentuation, of the vowels. With refpect to quantity,
it may be obferved, that the Scotch pronounce almoft all
their aceented vowcls long.  Thus, if I am not miftaken,
they would pronounce habit, hay-bit ; tepid, tee-pid ; finner,
Jee-ner ; confcious, cone-fhus : and fubjelt, fosb-ject* : it is
not pretended, howcver, that every accented vowel is fo
pronounced, but that fuch a pronunciation is very general,
and particularly of the 7. This vawel is fhort in Englith
pronunciation where the other vowels are long ; thus eva--
Son, adbefion, emation, confufion, have the a, ¢, ¢, and u,
long ; and in thefe inftances the Scotch would pronounce
them like the Englith; but in vifion, decifon, &c. where
the Englith pronounce the 7 fhort, the Scotch lengthen this
letter by pronouncing it like ee, as if the words were writ-
ten vee-fion, decee-fion, &ec. and this peculiarity is univer-
fal. The beft way, therefore, to corre@ this, will be to
make 2a colle@ion of the maft ufual words which have the
vowel fhort, and to pronouncc them daily till a habit is
formed. See Principles, No. 507.

With refpet to the quality of the vowels, it may be ob-
ferved, that the inhabitants of Scotland are apt to pronounce
the a like aw, where the Englith give it the flender found :
thus Satan is pronounced Sawtan, and futal, fawtal. It
may be remarked tog, that the Scotch give -this found to

)

® That this is the general mode of promouacing thefe words
in Scotland, is indifputable ; and it is highly probable that the
Scotch have preferved the old Englith pronunciation, frem
which the Englifh themfelves have infenfibly departed. Dr.
Hicks obferved long ago, that the Scotch Saxonmifed in their lan-
guage much more than the Englifh; and it is fcarcely to be
doubted that a fituation nearer to the Continent, and a greater
commercial intercourfe with other hations, made the Englifh
admit of numberlefs changes which never extended to Scotland.
About the reign of Queen Elizabeth, when the Greek and Latin
languages were cultivated, and the pedantry of fhewing an ac-
quaintance with them became fafhionable, it is not improbable
that an alteration in the quantity of many words took place : for
as in Latin almoft every vowel before a fingle confonant is ﬂnort,
fo in Englifh almoft every vowcl in the fame fituation was fup-
pofed to be long, or our anceftors would not have doubled the,
confonant in the participles of verbs to prevent the preceding
vowel from lengthening. But vhen once this alfectation of
Latinity was adopted, it.is no wonder it fhould extend beyond
its principles, and fhorien feveral vowels in Englifh, becaufe
they were fhort in the original Latin; and in this manner, per-
haps, might the diverfity between the quantity of the Englith
and Scotch pronunciation arile, (543) (543). See DRA\IA.

the a preceded by w, according to the general rule, with-
out attending to the exceprions, Principles, No. 88 ; and
thus, inftead of making wax, w.'?, aud fwang, rhyme with
tax, fbuft, and hang, they pronounce them fo as ta rhyme
with box, foft and fang. The fhorte in bed, fed, red, &c.

‘borders too much upon the Englith found of 4 in bad, lad,
mad, &c. and the fthort 7 in bid, lid, rid, too much on the
Englith found of ¢ in Jed, led, red. “T'o correét this eror, it
would be nfeful to colle&t the l(mg and fhort founds of thefe
vowels, and to pronounce the long ones firft, and to fhorten
them by degrees till they are perfciily fhort ; at the fame
time preferving the radical found of the vowel in both.
Thus the correfpondent long founds to the ¢ in ed, fed,
red, are bade, fude, rade, and that of the fhort 7 in bid, lid,
rid, are bead, lead, reed ; and the former of thefe claffes
will naturally lead the ear to the true found of the latter,
the only difference lvihg in the quantity. The fhort ¢ in
noty lsdge, got, &c. is apt to flide into the fhort u, as if the
words werc written nut, ludge, gut, &c. To re&ify this,
it fhould be remembered, that this s is the fhort found of
aw, and ought to have the radical found of the decp a in
ball.  Thus the radical found correfponding to the o in
nity coty fot, is found in naught, caught, fought, &c. and
thefe long founds, like the former, fhould be abbreviated
into the fhort ones. But what will tend greatly to clear
the difficulty will be, to remember that only thofe words
which are collected in the Principles, No. 165, have the
o founded like fhort » when the accent is upon it: and
with refpc& to u, in bull, full, pull, &c. it may be obferved,

that the pronunciation peculiar to the Englifh is only found
in the words enumerated, Principles, No. 174.

In addition to what has been fa.id, it may be obferved,
that o2 in food, mosd, maom, foun, &c. which ought always
to have a long found, is gcnerally fhortened in Scotland to
that middlc found of the 4 in Ju//; and it muft be remem-
bered, that wsol, wosd, gasdy hosd, flosd, feot, are the only
words where this found of 20 ought to take place.

The accentuation, both in Scotland and Ircland, (if by
accentuation we mean the firefs, and ot the kind of firefs)
is fo much the fame as that of England, that I cannot re-~
colle@ many words in which they differ.  Indeed, if it
were not fo, the vcrfification of cach country would be dif-
ferent: for as Englith verfe is formed by accent or firefs,
if this accent or ftrefs were upon difterent fyllables in dif-
ferent countries, what is verfc in England would not be
verfc in Scotland or Ircland ; and this fufbiciently fhws
how vesy indefinitely the word accent is generally ufed.

“Mr. Elphinfton, who mutt-be allomd to be a competent
judgzin.this.cafe, tells us, that in Scotland they pronounce
Jiléree, 6.415,__tanuas, Jenténce, triimph, camf?rt, Sildce,
conflribe, rejcie, refpite, goiirm, harrdss, ransdck, cancdl,
with the accent on the it Hvliable inttexd of the firfi.
To this it may be added th: word momece, which they
pronounce as if written e and though they place the

B2
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accent on the laft fyllable of canal, Tike the Englith, they
broaden the a in the laft fyllable, as if the word were fpelt
¢anawl. It may be farther obferved, that they place an
accent on the comparative adverb as, in the phrafes as
much, as little, as many, as great, &c. while the Englith,
except in fome very particular emphatical cafes, lay no,
ftrefs on this word, but pronounce thefe phrafes like words
of two or three fyllables without any accent on the firft.
But befides the mifpronunciation of fingle words, there:
is a tone of voice with which thefe words are accompanied,
that diftinguithes a native of Ircland or Scotland as much
as an improper found of the letters. This is vulgarly,
and, if it does not mean ftrefs only, but the kind of ftrefs,
I think, not improperly called the accent®.  For though
there is an afperity in the Irith diale&, and a drawl in the
Scotch, independent of the flides or inflexions they make
ufe of, yet it mdy with confidence be affirmed, that much
of the peculiarity which diftinguithes thefe diale@ts may be
reduced to a. predominant ufe of one of thefe flides. Let
any one who has fufficiently ftudied the fpeaking voice to
diftinguith the flides, obferve the pronunciation of an Irifh-
man and a Scotchman, who have much of the diale& of
their country, and he will find that the former abounds
with the falling, and the latter with the rifing inflexion t ;
and if this is the cafe, a teacher, if he underftands thefe
flides, ought to direct his inftru&ion fo as to remedy the
imperfe@ion. But as avoiding the wrong, and feizing the
right at the fame inftant, is, perhaps, too great a tafk for
human powers, T would advife a native of Ireland, who
has much of the accent, ta pronounce almoft all his words,
,and end all his fentences with the rifing flide; and a
Scotchman in the fame manner, to ufe the falling inflexion ;
this will, in fome meafure, eountera& the natural propen-
fity, and bids fairer for bringing the pupil to that nearly
equal mixture of botli flides which diftinguithes the Eng-
lith fpeaker, than endeavouring at firft to catch the agreeable
variety. For this purpofe the teacher ought to pronounce
all the fingle words in the leflon with the falling inflexion
o 2 Scotchman, and with the rifing to an Irithman ; and
fhould frequently give the paufes in' a fentence the fame
inflexions-te each of thefe pupils, where he would vary them
to a mative of England. But while the human voice re-
mains- unftudied, there is little expetation that this dif-
tinQion of the flides thould be applied to thefe ufeful
purpofes.
Befides a peculiarity of inflexion, which I take to be a
falling circumflex, dire&ly oppofite to that of the Scotch,
_the Welch pronounce the tharp confonants and afpirations
inftead of the flat. (See Principles, No. 29,.41.) Thus

# See this more fully exemplified in Elements of Elocution,
Vol. 11, page 13.
4 Or rather the rifing circumflex.  For an explanation of this
inflexion, fee Meiody of Speaking Delineated, page 16.
2

for big they fay pick ; for bloed, ploot ; and for good; coot.
Inficad of virtue and vice, they fay firtue and fice ; inftead
of zeal and praife, they fay feal and prace ; inftead of thefe
and thofe, they fay thece and thoce ; and inflead of «zure
and cofier, they fay ayber and ofber; and for jail, chail.
Thus there are nine diftin@ confonant founds which, to
the Welch, are entirely ufelefs. To fpeak with propriety,
therefore, the Welch ought for fome time to pronounce the
flat confonants and afpirations only ; that is, they ought
not only to pronounce them where the letters require the
flat found, but even where they require the tharp found 3
this will be the beft way to acquire a habit; and when
this is once done, a diftin@ion will be eafily made, and a
juft pronunciation more readily acquired.

There is fcarccly any part of England remote from the
capital where a different fyftem of pronunciation does not
prevail. As in Wales they pronounce the tharp confo-
nants for the flat, fo in Somerfet(hirc they pronounce many
of the flat inftead of the tharp. Thus for Somerfetfbire,
they fay Zomerzetfbire ; for father, vather ; for think,
THink ; and for fure, zhure®.

There are diale&@s peculiar to Cornwall, Lancathire,
York(hire, and every diftant county in England , but as a
confideration of thefe would lead to a detail too minutc for
the prefent occafion, I fhall conclude thefe remarks witha
few obfervations on the peculiaritics of my countrymen, the
Cockneys ; who, as they are the models of pronunciation
to the diftant provinces, ought to be the more fcrupuloufly
corre&.

First Faurr oF THE LoNDONERS.
Pronouncing s indiftinétly after ft.

The letter s after 2, from the very difficulty of its pro-
nunciation, is often founded inarticulately. The inhabi-
tants of London, of the lower order, cut the knot, and pro-
nounce it in a diftin& fyllable, as if ¢ were before it ; but
this is to bc avoided as the. greateft blemith in fpeaking:
the three laft letters in pofts, fiffs, mifts, &c. muft all be
diftin&ly heard in one fyllable, and without permitting the
letters to coalefce.  For the acquiring of this found, it will
be proper to fele& nouns that end in f# or fle; to form
them into plurals, and pronounce them forcibly and dif-
tin@ly every day. The fame may be obferved of the third
perfon of verbs ending in fs or fles, as perfifis, wafies,
bufies, &c.

Seconp Faulrrt.
Pronouncing w for v, and imverfely.
The pronunciation of v for w, and more frequently of
w for v, among the inhabitants of London, and thafe not

always of the lower order, is a blemith of the firft magni-
tude. The difficulty of remedying this defe& is the greater,

o o

* See the word Cuanci.
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as the cure of one of thefe miftakes has a tendéncy to pro-
mote the other.

Thus, if you are very careful to make a pupil pro-
nounce veal and vinegar, not as if written weal and winegar,
you will find him very apt to promounce wine and- wind, as
if written vine and vind:'  The only method of reifying
this habit fecems to be this: Let the pupil fele® from a
difionary, not only all the words that begin with v, butas

many as he can of thofe that have this letter in any other
part. Let him be told to bite his under.lip while he is
founding the v in thofe words, and to praQile this every
day till he pronounces the v properly at firft fight : then,
and net till then, let him purfuc the fame method with the
w; which he muft be direted to pronounce by a pouting
out of the lips without fuffering them to touch the teeth.
‘Thus by giving all the attention to only one of thefe let-
ters at a time, and fixing by habit the true found of that,
we thall at laft find both of them reduced to their proper

pronunciation in a fhorter time than by endeavouring to {'

gedify them botli at once.

-

Tuirp Favrr.
Not. founding h after w.

‘The afpirate 5 is often funk, particularly in the capital,
where we do not find the leaft diftin@ion of found between
while and wile, whet and wet, where and were, &c. The
beft method to redify this is, to collet all the words of
this defcription from a diionary, and write them down ;
and inftead of the wh to begin them with b in a diftin&
fyllable, and fo to pronounce them. Thus let while be
written apd founded hoo-ile ; whet, hos-at ; where, hoo-are ;
wbip, hoe-ip, &c. This is no more, as Dr. Lowth obferves,
than placing the afpirate in its true pofition before the w,
asit is in the Saxon, which the words come from ; where
we may obferve, that though we have altered the ortho-
graphy of our anceflors, we have ftill preferved their.pro-
punciation. .

Fourtn Faurr..
Nt founding b where it ought to be . founded, and inverfely.

A till worfe habit than the laft prevails, chicfly among
the people of London, that of ‘finking the 5 at the begin-
ning of words where it ought to be founded, and of found-
ing it, cither where it is not feen, or where it ought to be

funk. This we not unfrequently hear, efpecially among

children Aeart pronounced art, and arm, harm. This is a
vice perfe@y fimilar to that of pronouncing the v for the
w, and the w for the v, and requires a.fimilar method to
corredt it.

As there are fo very few words in the language where
the initial 4 is funk, we may fcle@ thefe from the reft, and,
without fetting the pupil right when he mifpronounces
thefe, or when he prefixes the b improperly to other words,
we may make him pronounce all the words where & is
founded, till he has almoft forgot there are any words pro-
nounced otherwife. Then he may go over thofe words to
which he improperly prefixes the b, and thofe where the &
is feen but not founded, without any danger of an inter-
change. As thefle latter words are but few, I fhall fubjoin -
a catalogu¢ of them for the ufe of the learner. Heir,
beirefs, berb, herbage, boneft, homefly, honefily, honsur, hon-
ourable, honourably, hofpital, hoftlery hour, hourly, humble, .
humbly, humbles, humour, humourifty humorous, humoroufly,
humourfome. "Where we may ohferve, that humour and its
compounds not only fink the A, but found the » like the
pronoun ysu, or the noun yew, as if weitten yewmour, yew-
morous, 8c. -

Thus I have endeavoured to corre& fome of the more -
glaring. errors. of - my . counttymen ; who with all their
faults, are fill upon the whole the beft pronouncers of the

'Englith language.  For though the pronanciation of Lon-

don is certainly crroncous in many words, yet, upon being
compared with that of any-.other place, it is undoubtedly
the beft ; thatis, not only the beft by courtefy, and becaufe
it happens to be the pronunciation of the capital, but beft
by a better title ; that of being more generally received :
or, in other words, though the people of London are er-
roncous in the pronunciatien of many words, the inhabi-
tants of every other place are erroncous in many more, .
Nay, harfh as the fentence may feem, thofe-at a confider-
able diftance from the capital do not only mifpronounce
many words taken feparately, but they fcarcely pronounce
with purity a fingle word, fyllable, or letter. Thus, if
the thort found of the letter u in 7runk, funk, &c. differ
from the found of that letter in the northern parts of Eng-
land, where they found it like the « in bu¥;and nearly as if
the- words were written /roonk, foonk, &c. it neceffarily fol-
lows that every word where that letter occurs muft by thofe -

- provincials be mifpronounced.

But though the inhabitants of London have this mani-
feft advantage over all the other inhabitants of the ifland,
they have the difadvantage of being more difgraced by their
peculiarities than any other people. The grand difference
between the metropolis and the provinces is, thit people
of education in London are generally frec from the vices of .
the vulgar ; but the beft educated people in the provinces, if
conftantly refident there, are fure to be ftrongly tin@ured
with the diale& of the country in which they live. Hence
it'is, that the vulgar pronunciation of London, though net
half fo erroncous as that of Scotland, Ireland, or any of
the provinces, is, to a perfon of corre® tafte, a thoufand .:
times more offenfive and difgufting.

-
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DIRECTIONS 1o FOREIGNERS,

In order to attain a Kno'wledg} of the Marks in
this Dictonary, and to acquire a right Pro-
nunciation of every WWord in the Englyb
Language. '

AS the founds of the vowels are different in different
Janguages, it would be endlefs to bring parallel founds
from the various languazes of Europe ; but as the French
is fo generally underfiood upon the Continent, if we can
. reduce the founds of the Englith lctters to thofe of the
French, we fhall render the pronufciation of our lan-
guage very generally attainablc: and this, it is prefumed,
will be pretty accurately accomplithed by obferving the
following dircétions :

ABCDEFGH I J KLMNOP
ei bi ci di i@ of dgi etch ai dié qué ell em en o pi

QRSTUV W XY Z

kiou arr efs ti tou vi doblicu ex owai zedd

‘The French have all our vowel founds, and will there-
fore find the pronunciation of them very eafy. The only
difficulty they will mect with feems to be 7, which, though
demonftrably compofed of two fucceffive founds, has
paffed for a fimple vowel with a very competent judge of
Englifh pronunciation *.  The rcafon is, thefe two founds
are pronounced fo clofcly together as to require fome atten-
tion to difcover their component parts: this attention
* Mr. Sheridan t never gave, or he would not have told us
that this diphthong is a compound of our fullett and flen-
dercft founds 4 and ¢ ; the firt made by the largeft, and
the laft by the fmallelt aperture of the mouth. Now
nothing is more certain than the inaccuracy of this defini-
tion. The third found of @, which is perfectly equivalent
to the third found of s, when combincd with the firft
found of ¢, muft incvitably form the diphthong in sy, jzy,
&c. and not the diphthongal found of the vowel / in idl,
and the petfonal pronoun 7 this double found will, upon
a clofe cxamination, be found to be compofed of the Italian
a in the laft fyllable of pape, and the firit found of e, pro-
nounced as clofely together as poflible 5 and for the ex-

* Elements of Orthéepy, page 2.

4 Sce Scction I11. of his Proivdial Grammar prefixed to his
Diltionary. )

1t Holder, the moft philofophical and accurite inveftigator
of the formation and powers of the letters, fays: ¢ Our vul-
¢ sar i, as in fiik, feems to be fuch a diphthong, (or rather
¢« fyllable, or part of a fyllable,) compofed of a, i, or ¢, i,

a&nefs of this definition, [ appeal to every juft Englith ear
in the kingdom. ’

The other diphthongal vowel « is compofed f the
French 7, pronounced as clofcly as poffibic to their diph-
thong ou, or the Englifh &5 and &, perfe@ly equivalent to |
the found the French would give to the letteis yon, and
which is cxaély the found the Englith give to the plural
of the fecond perfonal pronoun. )

The diphthong o or oy is compofed of the French 4 and
7 3 thus tzy and doy would be exally expreficd to a French-
man by writing them #di and bdr.

The diphthongs o and sw, when founded like ou, are
compofed of the French & and the diphthong o ; and the
Englith founds of thou and new may be cxprefled to a
Frenchman by fpelling them thdou and ndiou. .

W is no more than the French diphthong ou ; thus
Heft is equivalent to Oueff, and wall to oudll.

¥ is perfe&ly equivalent to the French letter of that -
name, and may be fupplied by 7 ; thus yeke, you, &ec. is
expreflcd by ioke, f0x, &c.

7, or I confonant, muft be pronounced by prefixing 4
to the French ;; thus jay, joy, &c. found to a Frenchman
as if fpelled djé, djii, &c. If any difticulty be found in
forming this combination of founds, it will be removed
by pronouncing the d, ed, and fpelling thefe words edjé, -
edjdi, &c. )

Ch, in Englith words not derived from the Greek,
Latin, or Irench, is pronounced as if ¢ were prefixed ;
thus the found of chair, checfe, chain, &c. would be un-
derftood by a Frenchman if the words were written tchére,
tchize, tehine, ’

8h in Englifh is exprefled by ch in French; thus
Shame, fhare, &c. would be fpelled by a Frenchman
chéme, chire, &c.

The ringing found ng in long, fong, &c. may be perfetly
eonceived by a pupil who can pronounce the French word
Encare, as the firft fvllable of this word-is exaltly corref-
pondent to the found in thofe Englith words ; and for the
formation of it, fce Principles, No. §7; alfo the word
Excore.

* But the greateft difficulty every forcigner finds in pro-
nouncing Englifh, is the lifping confonant th. This, it
may be obferved, has, like the other confonants, a fharp
and flat found : fharp as in thia, bath ; flat as in that, with.
To acquire a true pronunciation of this difficult combina-
tion, it may be proper to begin with thofe words wherc it

¢ and not a fimple original vowel.”
{ page 95.

| Dr. Wallis, fpeaking of the long Englifh i, fays it is founded
|.¢¢ eodem feré modo quo Gallorum ai in vocibus main, manus;
| ¢ pain, pdnis, &c. Nempe fonum habet compofitum cx Gallo-
L« rum @ foeminino & i vel »." Grammatica Lingux Anglicanae,
, Pag. 48.

Elemeats of Speech,
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#s initial : and firft, let the pupil protrude his tongue a little
way beyond the teeth, and prefs it between them as if go-
ing to bite the tip of it ; while this is doing, if he withes
to pronounce thin, let him hifs as if to found the letter 5 ;
and after the hifs, let him draw back his tonguc within his
teeth, and pronounce the prepofition /n, and thus will the
word thin be perfely pronounced. If he would pro-
nounce that, let him place the tongue between the tecth as
before ; and while he is hiffing as to found the letter z, let
him withdraw his tongue into his mouth, and imme-
diately pronounce the prepofition ar.  To pronounce this
combination when fial in barh, let him pronounce ba, and
protrude the tongue beyond the teeth, prefling the tongue
with them, and hiffing as if to found s; if he would pro-
nounce with, let him firft form wi, put the tonguc in the
fame pofition as before, and hifs as if to found z. It will
be proper to make the pupil dwell fome time with the
tongue beyond the tecth in order to form a habit, and to
pronounce daily fome words out of a diétionary beginning
and ending with thefe letters.

Thefe dire@ions, it is prcfumed, if properly attended to,

will be fufficient to give fuch Forcigners as underftand
French, and have not accefs to a mafter, a competcnt

knowledge of Englith pronunciation; but to render the’

founds of the vowels marked by figurcs in this Di&ionary
fiill more eafily to be comprehended—with thofe Englifh
words which exemplify the founds of the vowels, I have
affociated fuch French words as have vowels exallly cor-
refponding to them, "and which immediately-convey the
true Englifh pronunciation. Thefe fhould be committed
to memory, or written down and hcld in his hand while
the pupil is infpeGting the Di&ionary. N

Perhaps the greateft advantage to foreigners and pro-
vincials will be derived from the claffification of words of
a fimilar found, and drawing the line between the general
rule and the exception. This has been an arduous tafk ;
but it is hoped the benefit arifing from it will amply repay
it. 'When the numecrous varicties of founds annexed to
vowels, diphthongs, and ctonfonants, lie fcattered without
bounds, a learner is bewildered and difcouraged from at-
tempting to diftinguith them; but when they are all
clafled, arranged, and enumcrated, the variety fecms lefs,
the number finaller, and the diftin&ion cafier. 'What an
incxtricable labyrinth do the diphthongs eq and ¢« form as
they lie loofe in the language! but claffed and arranged
as we find them, No. 226, &c. and 313, &c. the con-

fufion vani(hes, they become much lefs formidable, and 2
learner has it in his power, by repeating them daily, to be-
come mafter of them all in a very litde time.

The Englith accent is often an unfurmountable obftacle
to foreizners, as the rules for it are fo various, and the ex-
ceptions fo- numerous ; but let the infpeor confult the
article Accent in the Principles, particularly No. 492,
505, 506, &c.. and he will foon perceive how much of
our language is regularly accented, and how much that
which is irregular is facilitated by an enumeration of thé
greater number of exceptions.

But fcarcely any method will be fo ufeful for gaining
the Englith accent as the reading of verfe. ‘This will
naturally Iead the ear to the right accentuation ; and
though a'different pofition of the accent is frequently to be
met with in the beginning of a verfe, there is a fufficient
regularity to render the pronouncing of verfe a powerful
mecans of obtaining fuch a diftin&ion of force and feeble-
nefs as is commonly called the accent. For it may be
obferved, that a foreigner is no lefs diftingui(hable by placing
an accent upon certain worlds to which the Englifh give no
ftrefs, than by placing the ftrefs upon a wrong fyllable. Thus
if a foreigner, when hc calls for bread at table, by faying,
give me [ome bread, lays an equal firefs upon every word,
though every word fhould be pronounced with its exaét
found, we immediately perceive he is not a native. An
Englithman would pronounce thefe four words like two,
with the accent on the firft fyllable of the firft, and on the
laft fyllable of the laft, as if written giveme fomebriad;
or rather givme fumbrid: or more commonly, though vul-
garly, gimme fomebréd. Verfe may fometimes induce a
foreigner, as it does fometimes injudicious natives, to lay
the accent on a fyllable in long words which ought to have
none, as in a couplet of Pope’s Effay on Criticifm :

¢¢ Falfe eloquence, like the prifmatic glafs,
¢¢ Its gaudy colours fpreads on every place.”

Here a foreigner would be apt to placc an accent on the
laft fyllable of e/:;uence as weil as the firft, which would
be certainly wrong ; but this fuult is fo trifling, when
compared with that of laying the accent on the fecond
fyllable, that it almoft -vanithes from obfervation; and
this mifaccentuation, verfe will gonerally guard him from.
The reading of verfe, thercfere, will, if I am not miftaken,
be found a powciful regulator, both of accent and em-
phafis.
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r.THE fielt principles or clements ~of pronunciation

arg letters :

PRINCIPLES

OF

ENGLISH PRONUNCIATION.

" The letters of the Englifp language are :

Ce

OZZIrR-=DOT®™Y
l—n-irm."c‘m

°=a

Ttalick.

A a
B b
Cc
Dd
E e
Ff
Gg
H b
I
Fi
K i

Name,

Jee
aiich

i Oreye

J confonant, or jay
kay

el

om

om

.
pee

cue

ar

efs

tee

4 or you

o confonant, or ¢se
double u

eks

uy

zed, ot izzard. (483).

2. To thefe may be added certain combinations of let-
ters univerfally ufed in printing ; as &, f, fl, fl, b, tk, f,
ff, 6, fli, fi, ffi, A, and &, or and per fe and, or rather o
per fe and. &, f, i, fhy b5 oo s [ Sos Ms s s s OO -

3. Our letters, fays Dr. Johnfon, are commonly
reckoned twenty-four, becaufe anciently i and j, as weil
as u and v, were exprefled by the fame charater ; but as
thefe letters, which had always different powers, have now
different forms, our alphabet may be properly faid to confift
of twenty-fix letters.

4. In confidering the founds of thefe firft principlcs of
language, we find that fome are fo fimple and unmixed,
that there is nothing required but the opening of the mouth
to make them underflood, and to form different founds.
Whence they have the names of wvowels, or woices or vecal
Jounds. On the contrary, we find that there are others,
. whofe pronunciation depends on the particular application
and ufe of every part of the mouth, as the teeth, the lips,
the tongue, the palate, &c. which yet cannot make any
onc perfe@® found but by their union with thofe vocal
founds ; and thefc are called confanants, ot letters founding
with other letters.

Definition of Vowels and Confanants.

5. Vowels are generally reckoned to be five in number;
namely, a, ¢, 4, 0, u; y and w arc called vowels when
they end a fyllable or word, and confonants when they
begin one.

6. The definition of a vowel, as little liable to excep-
tion as any, feetns to be the following :* A vowel is a fimple
found formed by a continued effufion of the breath, and a
certain conformation of the mouth, without any alteration
in the pofition, or any motion of the orgaris of fpeech,
from the moment the vocal found commences till it ends.

7. A confonant may be defined to be, an interruption
of the effufion of vocal found, arifing from the application
of the organs of fpeech to each other.

5




2 CLASSIFICATION OF VOWELS AND CONSONANTS.

8. Agrecably to this dcfinition, vowels may be divided
into two kinds, the fimple and compound. The fimple
a, ¢, o, arc thofe which are formed by one conformation of
the organs only ; that is, the organs remain exa@ly in the
fame pofition at the end as at the beginning of the letter ;
whereas in the compaund vowels 7 and «, the organg alter
their pofition before the letter is completcly founded. Nay,
thefe letters, when commencing a fvllable, do not only re-
quire a different pofition of the organs in order to form
them perfe&tly, but demand fuch an application of the
tongue to the roof of the mouth, as is inconfiftent with the
nature of a pure vowel ; for the firft of thefe letters, 7,
when founded alone, or ending a fyllable with the accent
upon it, is a real diphthong, compofed of the found of ain
_ father, and of ¢ in the, exa@ly correfpondent to the found
of the noun eye ; and when this letter commences a fylla-
ble, as in min-ton, pin-ion, &c. the found of ¢ with which
it terminates is fqueczed into a confonant found, like the
double ¢ heard in gueen, ditferent from the fimple found of
that letter in guean, and this fqueezed found in the com-
mencing ¢ makes it exa&ly fimilar to y in the fame
fituation ; which, by all grammarians, is acknowledged to
be a confonant®. The latter of thefe compound vowels,
u, when initial, and not fhortened by a confonant, com-
mences with this fqueezed found of ¢ equivalent to the
y, and ends with a found given to o2 in woo and cso, which
makes its name in the alphabet exa@ly fimilar to the
pronoun yout. If, thercfore, the common’ definition of a
vowel be juft, thefe two letters are fo far from being
fimple vowcls, that they may more properly be called
femi-confonants. .

* How fo acccurate a grammarian as Dr. Lowth could pro-
nounce fo definitively on the nature of y, and infit on its be-
ing always a vowcl, can only be accounted for by conlidering
the finall attention which is generally paid to this part of gram-
mar. His words are thefe:

¢t The fame found which we exprefs by the initial y our
Saxon anceiiors in many inftances expreffed by the vowel e; as
evwer, yiur; and by the vowel i; as iw, yew; iong, yowng.
In the word jeaw the initial y has precifely the fame found with
iin the words wicw, licu, adieu : the i is acknowledged to be a
vowel in thefe latter, how then can the y, which has the very
fame found, poflibly be a confonant in the former? Tis initial
found is generally like that of i i fEire, or ee mearly; it is
formed by the opening of the mouth without any motion or
conta of the parts: ina word, it has every property of a
vowel and not ore of a confonant.” Introd. to Eng. Gram.

age 3. -
P ?l‘h\sns far the learned bifhop; who has too fixed a fame to
fuffer any diminution by a mifiake in fo trifling a part of lite-
sature as this : but it may be alked if y has every property of a
vowel and not onc of a confonaat, why, when it begins a word,
does it not admit of the cuphnic article an before 1t?

+ An ignorance of the real compofition of #, and a want of
knowing that it partook of the natare of a confon_ant. has oc-
cafioned a great diverfity and uncertainty in prefixing the inde.
finite article an before it.  Our anceftors judging of its nature

I

9. That y and w are confonants when they begin a
word, and vowels when they end one, is generally ac-
knowledged by the beft grammarians ; and yet Dr Lowth
has told us, that w is equivalent to o5 ; but if this were
the cafe, it would always admit of the particle an before .
it : for though we have no word in the hanguage which
commences with thefc letters, we plainly perceive, that if
we had fuch a word, it would rcadily admit of an before
it, and confequently that thefe lctters are not equivalent to
w. Thus we find, that the common opinion, with re-
{pc to the double capacity of thefe letters, is perfe@ly
jutt.

10. Befidcs the vowels alrcady mentioned, there is
another fimple vowel found found under the oo in the
words ws and ¢s9 ; thefe Ictters have, in thefe two wdrds,
every property of a pure vowel, but when found in fiod,
ma:dy &c. and in the word fc5, pronounced like the adjec-
tive 75 : here the ¢s has a fqueczed found, occafioned by
contra@ing the mouth, fo as to make the lips nearly touch
each other ; and this makes it, like the / and », not fo
much a double vowcl as a found between a vowcl and a
confonant. '

Claﬁﬁc'alim of Vowels and Confunants.

11. Vowels and confonants being thus defined, it will
be neceffary in the next phace to arrange them into fuch
claffes, as their fimilitudes and fpecific differences feem to
require.

12. Letters, therefore, are naturally divifible into vowels
and confonants.

13. The vowels are a,¢, 7, 5, u; and y and w when
ending a fyllable.

14. The confonants are 4, ¢, 4, f, g, b, j, &, I, m, n,
P> ¢ 75 5 1y U, %, %, and y and w when beginning a fyl-
lable.

15. The vowels may be fubdivided into fuch as are
fimple and pure, and intv fuch as are compound and im-
pure. The fimple or pure vowels are fuch as require only

from its name, never fuf] that it was not a pure vowel,
and conftantly prefixed the article an before nouns beginging
with this letter: as an umion, an ufeful book. They were con-
firmed in this opinion by finding the an always adapted to the
thort , as an ampire, an umbrella, without ever dreaming that
the fhort u is a pure vowel, and cffentially different from the
long one. But the moderns, not refting in the name of a let-
ter, and coniulting their’ ears rather than their cyes, have fre-
queatly placed the a inftead of an before the long », and we
have feen a uwion, a univerfity, a.ufeful book, from fome of the
moft refpeQtable pens of the prefent age. Nor can we doubt a
moment of the propriety of this orthography, when we reflect
that thefe words actually begin to the ear with 5, and might be
fpelled younion, youniverfity, youfeful, and can therefore no more
admit of an bcfgre them than year and yosth. See the article
A in this Di€lionary.
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one conformation of the organs to form them, and no mo-
tion in the organs while forming.

16. The compound or impure vowels are fuch as re-
quire more than one conformation of the organs to form
them, and a motion in the organs while forming. Thefe
obfervations premifed, we may call the following fcheme :

An analogical Table of the Viwels.

& 7 pa-per
a | fa-ther
e wa-ter
e >me:—
l no-ble
J cwo J
£ ) ti-tle

y \cy-der
“ |lu-cid
W pow-cr

> fimple or pure vowels

compound or impure vowels

Diphthongs and Triphthongs enumerated.

17. Two vowels forming but one fyllable are generally
called .a diphthong ; and three a triphthong. Thefe are the
following :

ac Czfar eo people oe ceconomy aye (for ever)
ai aim eu feud ¢f voice eau deauty
as gaol ewjewel o0 moon eou plenteous
au taught ¢y they ou found feu adieu

aw law fa poniard ow now few view

ea clean e friend oy boy

ee reed 1o paffion  ue manfuetude

e ceiling  oa cogt us languid  oew manceuvre

Cinfinants enumerated and diftinguifbed into Claffes.

13. The confonants are dxvnﬁble into mutes, femi-
vawels, and liquids.

19. The mutes are fuch as emit no found without
a vowel, as 4, p, t, d, £, and ¢ and g hard.

20. The femi-vowels are fuch as emit a found wnhout,
the concurrence of a vowel, as f, v, s, z, , g {oft or ;.

21. The liquids are fuch as flow into, or unitc eafily
with the mutes, as /, m, », r.

22.' But, befides thefc, therc is another clamﬁcanon
of the confonants, of great importance to a juft idea of the
nzture of the letters, and that is, into fuch as are tharp
or flat, and fimple or afpirated.

23. The fharp confonants are p, f; ¢, s, k, ¢ hard.

24. The flat confonants are, &, v, d, z, g hard.

25. The fimple confonants arc thofe which have

aiways the found of onc letter unmixed with others, as
b p, f, v, k g hard, and g foft, or ;.

26. The mlxcd or afpirated confonants arc thofc
which have fomctimes a hifs or afpiration joined with

them, which mingles with the letter, and alters its found, as

t in motion, d in foldier, sin miffion, and z in azure.

27. There is ancther diftinction of confonants arifing
either from the feat of their formation, or from thofe or-
gans which are chiefly employed in forming them. The
beft diftinction of this kind feems to be that which dividcs
them into labials, dentals, gutturals, and nafals,

28. Thelabials arc, 4, p, f, v. The dentals are, ¢, 4,
s, z, and foft g or j. The gutturals are, £, ¢, ¢ hard,
and g hard.  The nafals are, m, n, and ng.

29. Thefc feveral propcmcs .of the confonants may be
exhibited at one view in the following table, which may
be called

. An’ analsgical Table of the Confonants.

Mute labials \ ;1;::9 £ ’ 5”:’3 1l§bio-

Hiffing labials i‘l;::p ‘?{: :;- J‘ ;:‘:lld m

Mute denals { Starp 1 }22}3 {ZL}': N {m»
liquid

Hiffing dentals { Sharp } } {:/zbb A:’:.)”'_‘j’i;‘n ;ii::izll

g (30

Gutturals EI‘:‘ll\:lfp :’hﬁ.:g, gag {E;::lll: :'

Dento-guttural or nafal ng, hang.

30. Vowels and confonants heing thus defined and
arranged, we are the better cnabled to enter upon an en-
quiry into their different powers, as they are differently
combined with each other. But previous to this, that
nothing may be wanting to form a juft idea of the firt
principles of pronunciation, it may not bc improper to
thow the organic formation of cach other.

Organic Formation of the Letters.

31. Though I think every mechanical account of the
organic formation of the letters rather curious than ufeful,
yet, that nothing which can be prefented to the eye may be
wanting to inform the car, I fhall in this follow thofe who
have becn at the pains to trace every letter to its feat, and
make us, as it were, touch the founds we articulate.

Organic Formation of the Vowels.

32. It will be neceffary to obfcrve, that there are
three lonz founds of the lctter 2, which are formed by
a greater or lefs expanfion of the internal parts of the
mouth.

33. The German g, heard in Aall, swall, &c. is formed

b2
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by a ftrong and grave expreffion of the breath through the
mouth, which is open nearly in a circular form, while the
tongue, contralling itfelf to the root, as to make way for
the found, almoft refts upon the under jaw.

34. The ltalian 4, heard in father, clofes the mouth a
little more than the German «; and by raifing the lower
jaw, widening the tongue, and advancing it a little nearer
to the lips, renders its found lefs hollow and decp.

35. The flender a, or that heard in lune, is formed in
the mouth il higher than the laft ; and in pronouncing
it, the lips, as if to give it a flender found, dilatc their
aperture horizontally ; while the tongue, to affift this nar-
row emiffion of breath, widens itfelf to the checks, raifes
itfelf nearer the palate, and by thefe means a lcfs holjow
found than cither of the furmer is produced.

36. The ¢ in ¢-qual, is formed by dilating the tongue a
litde more, and advancing it ncarcr to the palate and the
lips, which produces the flendereft vowel in the language :
for the tonguc is, in the formation of this letter, as clofe to
the palate as poffible, without touching it ; as the moment
the tongue touches the palate, the fqueezed found of ¢¢ in

thee and meet is formed, which, by its defeription, muft par-

take of the found of the confonant y.

37. The {in i-dol, is.formed by uniting the found of
the Italian a in father and the ¢ in e-gual, and pronouncing
them as clofely together as poffible. See DireQions to
Foreigners at the beginning of this book, page xiv.

38. The o in s-pen, is formed by nearly the fame pofi-
tion of the organs as the 4 in wa-fer ; but the tongue is
advanced a little more into the middle of the mouth, the
lips are protruded, and form a round aperture like the
form of the letter, and the voice is not fo deep in the mouth
as when a is formed, but advances to the middle or hollow
of the mouth. '

39. The u in u-nit, is formed by uniting the fqueezed
found e to a fimple vowel found, heard in woo and coo;
the oo in thefe words is formed by protruding the lips a
little more than in o, forming a fmaller aperture with them,
and inftcad of fwelling the voice in the middle of the
mouth, bringing it as forward as poffible to the lips.

40. Y final in fry, is formed like s : and w final in
now; like the a9, which has juft been defcribed.

In this view of the organic formation of the vowels we
find that a, ¢, and o, are the only fimple or pure vowels :
that ¢ is a diphthong, and that « is a femi-confonant.  If
we were inclined to contrive a fcale for meafuring the
breadth or narrownefs, or as others term it, the opennefs
or clofenefls of the vowels, we might begin with ¢ open, as
Mr. Elphinfton calls it, and which he announces to be the
clofett of all the vocal powers. In the pronuncidtion of
this letter we find the aperture of the mouth extended on
cach fide; the lips almoft clofked, and the found iffuing
horizontally. The flender a in wafle, opens the mouth a
litle wider. The a in father, opens the mouth ftill more
without coatra@ing the cosners. The German g heard

in wall, not only opens the mouth wider than the former o,
but contrats the corners of the mouth fo as to make the
aperture approach nearer to a circle, while the o opens the
mouth fill more, and contra&@s the curners fo as to make
it the os rofundum, a pi@ure of the letter it founds. If
therefore the other vowels wers, like o, to take their forms
from the aperture of the mouth in pronouncing them, the
German a ought neceflarily to have a figure as ncarly ap-
preaching the o in form as it does in found ; thatis, it
ought to have that elliptical form which approaches neareft
to the circle; as the & of the Italians, and that of the
Englith in farher, ought to form ovals, in exa& proportion
to the breadth of their founds; the Englith 4 in wafle
ought to have a narrower oval ; the ¢ in rhe ought to have
the curve of a parabola, and the fqueezed found of e in
Jeen a right line ; or to reduce thefe lines to folids, the o
would te a perfc&t globe, the German a an oblate fpheroid
like the figure of the earth, the Italian like an egg, the
Englith flender # a Dutch fkittle, the ¢ a rolling pin, and
the double e a cylinder

Organic Formation of the Confonants.

41. The beft method of fhewing the organic forma-
tion of the confonants will be to clafs them into fuch pairs
as they naturally fall into, and then by deferibing one, we
fhall nearly defcribe its fellow; by which means the
labour will be leflened, and the nature of the confonants
better perceived. The canfonants that fall inte- pairs are
the following : ‘

p f t s o th k ch chair
b v d 2z zh db g j jail

42. Holder, who wrote the moft elaborately and phi-
lofuphically upon this fubje, tells us, in his Elements of
Speech, that when we only whifper we cannot diftinguith
the firft rank of thefe lctters from the fecond. It is cer-
tein the difference between them is very nice ; the upper
letters feeming to have only a {marter, brifker appulfe of
the organs than the latter ; which may not improperly be
diftinguithed by fharp and flat. The moft marking dif-
tin&ion between them will be found to be a fort of gut-
tural murmur, which precedes the latter letters when we
with to pronounce them forcibly, but not the former.
Thus if we clofe the lips, and put the fingers on them to
keep them fhut, and ftrive to pronounce the p, no found
at all will be heard ; but in ftriving to pronounce the &
we fhall find a murmuring found from the throat, which
fecms the commencement of the letter ; and if we do but
flop the breath by the appulfe of the organs, in order to
pronounce with greater force, the fame may be obferved of
the reft of the letters,

43. This difference in the formation of thefe confo-
nants may be more ditin&tly perceived in the s and z than
in any other of the letters ; the former is founded by the
fimple iffue of the breath between the teeth, withoyt any
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vibration of it in the throat, and may be called a hiffing
found : while the latter cannot be formed without gene-
nting a found in the thruat, which may be called a vocal
found. The upper rank of letters, therefore, may be
called breathing confonants ; and the lower, vocal ones.

44- Thefe obfervations premifed, we may proceed to
defcribe the organic formation of each letter.

45. P and B arc formed bycloﬁng the lips till the
breath is colle@ed, and then letting it iffue by forming the
vowel e.

46. Fand 7 are formed by prefling the upper teeth
upon the under lip, and founding the vowel ¢ before the
former and after the latter of thefc letters.

47. Tand D are formed by prefling the tip of the
tongue to the gums of the upper tectl, and then feparating
them, by pronouncing the vowel 2.

48. 8 and Z are formed by placing the tongue in the
fame pofition as in 7 and D, but not fo clofe to the guns
asto flop the breath: a fpace is left between the tungue
and the palate for the breath to iffue, which forms the hifs-
ing and buzzing found of thefe letters.

49. SH heard in miffion, and zb in cvafion, are formed
in the fame feat of found as 5 and z ; but in the former,
the tonguc is drawn a little inwards, and at a fomewhat
greater diftance from the palate, which occafions a fuller
cffufion of breath from the hollow of thc mouth, than in
the latter ; which are formed nearer to the teeth.

§o. TH in think, and the fame lctters in that, are
formed by protruding the tongue between the fore teeth,
prefling it againft the upper teeth, and at the fame time cn-
deavouring to found the s or z ; the fumer letter to found
th in think, and the latter to found ¢b in ¢ at.

51. K and G hard arc formed by preffing the middle of |
the tongue to the roof of the mouth near the throat, and
feparating them a little fmartly to form the fisft, and more
gently to form the laft of thefe letters.

§2. CHin chair, and ¥ in jail, arc formed by preflinges
to /b, and 4 to zb.

§3. A is formed by clofing the lips, as in P and B,
and letting the voice iffue by the nofe.

54- N is formed by refling the tongue in the fame po-
fition as in 7 or D, and breathing through the nofe, with
the mouth open.

55. L is formed by nearly the fame pofition of the cr-
gans as 7 and d, but more with the tip of the tongue, which
is brought a little forwarder to the teeth, while the brzath
ifflues from the mouth.

56. R is formed by placing ‘the tongue nearly in the
pofition of 7, but at fuch a diftance from the palaze as fuf- |
fers it to jarr againft it, when the breath is propelled from |
the throat to the mouth.

57. NG inning, fing, &c. is formed in the fame feat of ;

found as bard g; but while the middle of the tor.zuc prefles !
the roof of the mouth, as in G, the voice patles principally
throngh the nok, as in N.

58. 7 confonant is formed ty placing the organsin the
pafition of ¢, and fqueezing the tongue againtt the roof of
the mouth, which produces ¢e, which is equivalent ta
initial y. (36).

59. W confonant is formed by placing the organs in
the pofition of o0, defcribed under u, and clofing the lips a
little more, in order to propel the breath upon the fucceed-
ing vowel which it articulates.

60. In this fketch of the formation and diftribution of
the confonants, it is curious to obferve on how few radical
principles the almoft infinite variety of combination in lan.-
guage depends. It is with fome degree of-wonder we per-
ceive that the flighteft afpiration, the almoft infenGble in-.
fle@ion of nearly fimilar founds, often generate the moft
different and oppofitc meanings. In this view of nature,’
as in every other, we find uniformity and variety very
confpicuous. The fingle flat, at firft imprefled on the
chaos, feems to operate on languages ; which, from the
fimplicity and paucity of their principles, and the extent
and power of their combinations, prove the goodnefs, wif-
dom, and omnipotence, of their origin.

61. This analogical affcciation of founds is not only
curious, but ufeful : it gives us a comprehanfive view of
the powers of the letters; and from the fmall number
that are radically different, enables us to fee the rules on
which their varictics depend. It difcovers to us the ge-
nius and propenfities of feveral lauguages and diale@s, and,
when authority is filent, enables us to decide agreeably to
analogy.

62. The vowels, diphthongs, and confonants, thus

enumerated and defined, before we proceed to afcertain

their different powers as they are differently aflociated with
each other, it may be neceflary to give fome account of
thofe diftintions of found in the famc vowels which ex-
prufs their quantity as long or fhort, or their quality as
open or clofe, or flender and broad. This will appear
the mere neceflary as thefe diftiné&ions fu frequently occur
i- ¢ feribing the founds of the vowels, and as they are not
unfrequently ufed with too little precifion by moft writers

on the fubje&t.

Of the Quan:ity and Quality of the Veweb.

63. The firlt diflin&ion of found that fcems to obtrude
i*!f upon us when we utter the vowels, is a long and a
fhor: found according to the greater or lefs duration of time
taken up in pronouncing them. This diftindtion is fo
vbvious as to have been adopted in all languages, and ‘is
that to whigh we annex clearer ideas thzn to any ather
and though the fhort founds of fome vowels bave not in
our language been claffed with fufficient accuracy with
their paren: long ones ; yet this had bred but’ liiife con-

| fufion, as vowels long and fhort are always fufficiently dif-
tinguithable ; and the nice appropriation of fhort founds

to their fpecific leng ones, is not neceflary to our convey-
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ing what found we mean, when the letter to which we
apply thefe founds is known, and its power agreed upon.

64. The next diltinQion of vowels into their fpecific
founds, which feems to be the moft generally adopted, is
that which arifes from the different apertures of the mouth
in forming them. It is certainly very natural, when we
have fo many more fimple founds than we have chara&ters
by which to exprefs them, to diftinguith them by that
which feems their organic definition ; and we accordingly
find vowels denominated by the French, sxvert and fermé ;
by the Italians, aperto and chiufo; and by the Englifh,
spen and fhut.

" 65. But whatever propricty there may be in the ufc of
_ thefe terms in other languages, it is certain they muft be
ufed with caution in Englith for fear of confounding them
with long and fhort.  Dr. Johnfon and other grammarians
call the a in father the open 4 : which may, indeed, diftin-
guith it from the flender a in paper; but not from the
broad a in water, which is ftill more open. Each of thefe
letters has a fhort found, which may be called a fhut
found ; but the long founds cannot be fo properly deno-
minated open as more or lcfs broad: that is, the 2 in
paper, the flender found ; the a in father, the broadifh or
middle found ; and the 4 in water, the broad found. The
fame may be obferved of the o. This letter has three
long founds, heard in move, note, nor; which graduate
from flender to broadith, and broad like the 2. The s
+ alfo in mine may be called the broad 4, and that in machine
the flender 7 ; though each of them are equally long ; and
though thefc vowcls that are long may be faid to be more
or lefs open according to dhe different apertures of the
mouth in forming them; yet the fhort vowels cannot be
faid to be more or lefs thut.  For as thort always implies
fhut (except in verfe), though long does not always imply
open, we muit be careful not to confound long and open,
and clofe and thut, ‘when we fpeak of the quantity and
quality of the vowels. ‘The truth of it is; all vowcls,
cither terminate a fvllable, or are united with a confonant.
In the firft cafe, if the accent be on the fyllable, the vowel
is long, though it may not be open: in the fecond cafe,
where a vowel is terminated by a confonant, except that
reonfonant be », whether the accent be on the-fyllable or
not, the vowel has its thort found, which, compared with
its long onc, may be called fhut.  But as no vowel can be
faid to be fhut that is not jeined to a confonant, all vowels
that end fyllables may be faid to be open whether the ac-
cent be on them or not. (550) (551).

66. But though the terms long and fhort, as applied to
vowels, are pretty generally underitood, an accurate ear
will eafily perccive that thefe terms do not always mean the
long and fhort founds of the refpe&ive vowels to which
they are applied : for if we choofe to be dire&ted by the ear
in denominating vowels, long or fhort, we mull certainly
give thefe appcllations to thofe founds only which have ex-
a&ly the fame radical tone, and differ only in the long or

fhort emiffion of that tone. Thus meafuring the founds
of the vowels. by this fcale, we fhall find that the long /
and y have properly no fhort founds but fuch as feem
cffentially diftin@ from their long ones; and that the
thort found of thefc vowels is no other than the fhort
found of ¢, which is the latter letter in the compofition of
thefe diphthongs.

67. The fame want of correfpondence in claffing the
long and fhort vowls we find in a, ¢, 0, and « ; for as the
e in theme does not find its fhort found in the fame letter in
them, but in the § in Aim ; fo the ¢ in them muft defcend a
ftep Jower into the province of a for its long found in tame.
The a in carry is not the fhort found of the a in care, but
of thatin car, father, &c. as the thort broad found of the
a in want is the true abbreviation of that in wall. The
found of o in don, gene, &c. is exallly correfpondent to the
a in_fwan, and finds its long found in the a in wall, or the
diphthong aw in dewn, lawn, &c. ; while the fhort found
of the o in fone is nearly that of the fame letter in ten, (a
weight,) and correfponding with what is generally called
the fhort found of u in tun, gun,&c. as the long found of
u in pule muft find its thort found in the u in pull, bull.
&c. ; for this vowel, like the i and y, being a diphthong,
its fhort found is formed from the latter part of the letter
equivalent to double o ; as this word, if fpelled according
to the found, might be written pesole.

68. Another obfervation preparatory to a confideration
of the various founds of the vowels and confonants feems
to be the influence of the accent: as the accent or firefs
which is laid upon certain fyllables has (o obvious an effe@®
upon the founds of the letters, that unlefs we take accent
into the account, it will be impoflible to reafon rightly upon
the proper pronunciation of the Elements of Speech.

Of the Influence of Accent on the Sounds of the Letters.

s 69. It may be firt obferved, that the exertion of the
organs of fpeech neceffary to produce the accent or ftrefs,
has an obvious tendency to preferve the letters in their
pure and uniform found, while the relaxation or feeble-
nefs which fucceeds the accent as naturally fuffers the let-
ters to flide into a fomewhat different found a little eafier
to the organs of pronunciation. Thus the firft  in cab-
bage is pronouned diftin@ly with the true found of that
letter, while the fccond a goes.into an obfcure found bor-
dering on the ¢ fhort ; the flendere®t of all founds ; fo that
cabbage and willage have the a in the laft fyllable fearcely
dittinguifhable from the ¢ and / in the laft fyllables of
callege and veflige. A

70. In the fame manner the 4, ¢, 4, 2, and y, coming
before r in a final unaccented fyllable, go into an obfcure
found fo nemly approaching to the fhort u, that if the ac-
cent were carcfully kept upon the firft fyllables of lar, Jer,
elixir, maysry martyr, &c. thefe words, without any percep-.
tible change in the found of their latt fyllables, might all
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be written and pronounced, kur, liur, elixur, mayur,
martur, &ec.

71. The confonants alfo are no lefs altered in their
found by the pofition of the accent than the vowels. The
kand s in the compofition of x, when the accent is on
them, in exercife, execate, 8c. preferve their ftrong pure
found ; but when the accent is on the fecond fyllable, in
exall, exmerate, &c. thefe letters flide into the duller and
weaker founds of g and z, which arc eafier to the organs of
pronunciation. Hence not only the foft ¢ and the s go into
sh, but even the ¢ before a diphthong flides into the fame
letters when the firefs is on the preceding fyllable.  Thus
in focrety and fatiety the ¢ and ¢ preferve their pure found,
becaufe the fyllables ¢/ and # have the accent on them ;
but in focial and fatiate thefe fyllables come after the ftrefs,
and from the feeblenefs of their fituation naturally fall into
the fhorter and ecafier found, as if written fi/bial and
Jafbiate.  See the word Satiety.

A.

72. A has three long founds and two fhort ones.

73. The firt found of the firft letter in our alphalict is
that which among fhe Englith is its name.  Thhis is what
is called by mort grammarians its flender found (35); we
find it in the words lade, fpade, trade, 8. In the diph-
thong ai, we have exa@ly the fame found. of this letter,
as in pain, gain, flain, &c. and fometimes-in the diphthong
ea, as bear, fwear, pear, &c. nay, twice we find it, con-
trary to every rule of pronunciation, in the words where
and there, and once in the anomalous diphthong a0 in gadl.
It exa&ly correfponds to the found of the French ¢ in the
beginning of the words é/re and téte.

74. The long flender 2 is®generally prodaced by a
filent ¢ at the end of the fyllable ; which ¢ not only keeps
one fingle intervening confonant from fhortening the
preceding vowel, but fometimes two: thus we find the
mute ¢ makes of rag, rage, and keeps the a open even in
range, change, &c. hat, with the mute ¢ becomes hatz, and
the a continues open, and, perhaps, fomewhat longer in
hafle, wafle, pafle, &c. though it muft be confeffed this
feems the privilege only of a; for the other vowecls
contract before the confomants ng in revenge, cringe,
plunge ; and the fle in our language is preceded by no
other vowel but this. Every confonant but n fhortens
every vowel but @, when foft ¢ and ¢ filent fuccced ; as
bilge, badge, binge, fpunge, &c.

75- Hence we may eftablifh this general rule: A4 has
the long, opcn, flerder found, when followed by a fingle
confonant, and ¢ mute, as lade, made, fade, &c. The
only exceptions feem to be, have, are, gape, and bade, the
paft time of to 4id.

76. A has thé fame found, ‘when ending an accented
fyllable, as pa-per, fa-per, fpec-ta-tir. The only excep-
tions are, fa-ther, ma-figr, wa-ter. *

77. As the fhort found of the long flender 4 is not
found under the fame chara@er, but in the thort ¢ (as may
be pcrccwcd by comparing mate and met) we procced to
delineate the fecond found of this vowel, which is that
heard in' father, and is’called by fome the open found
(34); but this can never diftinguith it from the deeper
found of the a in all, dall, &c. which is fill morc open :
by fome it is ftyled the middle found of 4, as between
the a in pale, and that in wal/l. 1t anfwers ncarly to the
Italian « in Tofcans, Romana, &tc. or to the final a in the
naturalized Greek words, papa and mgmma ; and in baa ;
the word adopted in almoft all languages to exprefs the
cry of fheep. We feldom find the long found of this
letter in our language, except in monofyllables ending
with 7, as far, tar, mar, &c. and in the word father.
There are certain words from the Latin, Italian, and
Spanith languages, fuch as lumbago, bravads, tornade, &ec.
which are fometimes heard will this found of a; but
except in bravs, heard chiefly at the Theatres, the Eng-
lith found of a is prcferable in all thefe words.

78. The long found of the middle or Italian a is always
found before r in monofyllables, as car, far, mar, &c.
before the liquids /m; whether the latter only be pro-
nounced as in pfalm, or both, as in pfalmift ; fometimes
before If, and ke, as calf, balf, calve, halve, falve, &c.
and laftly before the tharp afpirated dental #h in bath, path,
lath, &c. and in the word father : this found of the a was
formerly more than at prefent found before the nafal
liquid n, -efpecially when fucceeded by # or ¢, as grant,
dance, glunce, lance, France, chance, prance, flant, flander,
&ec.

79. The hiffing confonant s was likewfe a fign of this
found of the @, whether doubled, as in glafs, grafs, &c.
or accompanicd by 1, as in Jaft, faff, &c. but this pronun-
ciation of 4 feems to have been for fome years advancing
to the thort found of this Ictter, as hcard in kand, land, .
grand, &c. and pronouncing the « in after, anfwer, bafket,.
planty mafl, &c. as long as in balf, calf, &c. borders very
clofely on vulgarity : it muft be obferved, however, that
the @ before n in monofyllables, and at the end of words,
was anciently written with u after it, and fo probably
pronounced as broad as the German 4. For Dr. John-
fon obferves, ¢ many words pronounced with @ broad,
““ were anciently wiitten with aw, as fault, mault; and
“ we ftill write fault, vault. This was probably the
¢ Saxon found, for it is yet retaincd in the northern dia-
¢ le@s, and in the ruftic pronunciation, as maun for man,.
¢ Laund for bhand.” But fince the » has vanifhed, the a
has been gradually pronounced flenderer and fhorter, till
now almolt every veitige of the ancient orthography feems
loft ; though the termination mand in command, demand,
&c. formerly written cmnmaund, dimaund, ftill rctains the
long found inviolably *,

* Sirce the firft publication of t'us Dictionary the Public have
been favoured with fome very elaborate and judicious obferva-
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80. As the mute ! in calm, pfalm, calf, half, &c. feems
to lengthen the found of this letter, fo the abbreviation
of fome words by apoftrophe f{cems to have the fame
effe®.  Thus when, by impatience, that grand corrupter
of manners, as well as language, the mo is cut out of the
word cannot, and the two fyllables reduced to one, we
find the a lengthened to the Italian or middle 4, as
cannit, can't ; have not, han't ; fhall not, fba'n’t, &c. This
is no morc than what the Latinlanguage is fubjeét to;
it being a known rule in that tongue, that when, by com-
pofition or otherwife, two fhort fyllables become one, that
fyllable is almoft always long, as a/fus has the penultimate
long becaufe it comes from alifus, and the two vowels in
the lat of Orpheus make one long fyllable, as formed of
Orpheiis, where they make two fhort ones.

8t. The fhort found of the middle or Italian a4,
which is gencrally confounded with the fhort found of
the flender 4, is the found of this, vowel in man, pan, tan,
mat, bat, &c. we generally find this found before any two
fucceflive confonants but thofe excepted in the foregoing
remarks, even when it comes beforc an r, if a vowel
fullow, or the » bc doubled; for if this confonant be
‘doublcd, in order to produce another fyllable, thc long
found becomes fhort, as mar, marry; tar, tarry; car,
carry, &c. where we find the monofyllables has the long,
and the diffyllable the fhort found; but if 2 come before
r, followed by another confonant, it has its long found, as
ia part, partial, &ec. :

82. The only exception to this rule is, in adjeQives
derived from fubftantives ending in »: for in this cafe the
« continues long, as in the primitive., - Thus the 4 in
Slarry, or full of flars, is as long as in _flar ; and the a in
the adjc&ive tarry, or befmearcd with tar, is as long as
in the fubflantive tar, though fhort in the word tarry,
(to ftay).

83. The third long found of & is that which we more
immediately dcrive from our maternal language the Saxon;
but which at prefent we ufe lefs than any other : this is
the a in fall, bail, gall {33): we find a correfpondent found

tions cn Englifh pronunciation by Mr. Smith, in a Scheme of a
French and Englith Dittionary. In this work he departs fre-
quently from my judgment, and particularly in the pronunci-
ation of the letrer g, when fucceeded by /s, A, or a, and another
confonant; as pafs, laft, chance, &c. to which he annexes the
long found of a in fatker. ‘I'hat this was the found formetly, is
highly probable from its being Rill the found given it by the
vulgar, who are generally the Jaft to alter the common pronun-
ciation ; bul that the fhort 2 in thefe words is now the general
pronunciation of the polite and learned world, feems to be can-
didly acknowlc‘!%ed by Mr. Smith himfelf: and as every corret
ear would be difgufted at giving the 2 in thefe words the full
long found of the a iu farher, any middle found ought to be dif-
countenanced, as tending to render the pronunciation of a lan-
guage obfcure and indefinite. (163).

Ben Jonfon in his Grammar clafles falt, malr, balm, and calm,
as ha‘vmg the fame found of a; and ~unt, as having the fame
diphthoagal found as audience, aubor, law, faw, draw, &c.

to this a in the diphthongs ax and ew; as laud, law, fow,
&ec. though it muft here be noted, that we have improved
upon our German parent, by giving a broader found to
this letter in thefc words than the Germans themfelves
would do, were they to pronounce them.
84. The long found of the deep broad German a is
produced by J after it, as in all, wall, call ; or indecd by
one /, and any other confonant except the mute labials p,
b, f, and v, and the tharp and flat gutturlas ¢ or k and g ;
as falt, bald, falfe, &c. The exceptions to this rule are
generally words from the Arabic and Latin languages ; as
Alps, Albion, afphaltic, [alve, calculate, amalgamate, Alcoran,
and Alfred, &c. ; the two laft of which may be confidered
as ancient proper names which have been frequently lati-
nized, and by this means have acquired a flenderer found
of a. ‘This rule, however, muft be underftood of fuch
fyllables only as have the accent on them ; for when a/,
followed by a confonant, is in the firft fyllable of a word,
having the accent on the fecond, it is then pronounced as
in the firft fyllables of al-ley, val-ley, &c. as alternate, &c.
Our modern orthography, which has donc its utmoft to
perplex pronunciation, has made it neceflary to obferve,
that every word compounded of a monofyllable with //, as
albeit, alfs, almefl, drwnfal, &c. muft be pronounced as if
the two liquids were ftill remaining, notwithftanding our
word-menders have wifely taken one away, to the deftruc-
tion both of found and etymology ; for, as Mr. Elphinfton
threwdly obferves, ¢ Every reader, young and old, muft
“ now be fo fagacious an analyft as to difcern at once not
¢ only what are compounds and what their fimples, but
¢ that a/ in compofition is equal to &/l out of it ; or in
¢¢ other words, that it is both what it is, and what it is
“ not," Prin. Eng. Language, vol. I. page 60. Sce
No. 404. ‘
85. The w has a peculiar quality of broadening this
letter, even when prepofitive: this is always the cffect,
except when the vowel is clofed by the fharp or flat gut-
tural # or g, x, ng, nk, or the fharp labial £, as wax, waf?,
thwack, twang: thus we pronounce the a broad, though
thort, in wad, wan, want, was, what, &c. and though
other letters fuffer the a to alter its found before J, when
.one of thefc letters goes to the formation of the latter fyl-
lable, as tall, tal-low ; hall, hal-law ; call, cal-lnw, &c. yet
we fce w preferve the found of this vowel before a fingle
confonant, as wal-lw, fwal-luw, &c. :

~ 86. The ¢ including the found of the w, and being no
more than this letter preceded by %, ought, according to
analogy, to broaden every a it goes before like the w; thus
quantity ought to be pronounced as if written twontity, and
quality thould thyme with jollity ; inftead of which we fre-
quently hear the w robbed of its rights in its proxy ; and
quality fo pronounced as to rhyme with lgality : while to
rhyme quantity, according to this affe@ed mode of pro-
nouncing it, we muft coin fuch words as plantity and con-
Jomantity. The a im Quaver and Equator is an exception
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to this rule, from the preponderancy of another which re-
quires @, ending a fyllable under the accent, to have the
flender found of that letter ; to which rule, father, mafier,
and water, arc the only exceptions.

87. The fhort found of this broad a is heard when it
is preceded by w, and fuccceded by a fingle confonant in
the fame fyllable, as wal-low, fwal-low, &c. or by two
confonants in the fame fyllable, as want, waft, wafp, &ec. ;
but when J or r is one of the confonants, the a becomes
long, as walk, fwarm, &c. -

Irregular and unaccented Sounds.

88. But befides the long and fhort founds common to
all the vowels, there is a certain tranfiedt inditin& pro-
nunciation of fome of them, when they are not accented,
that cannot be fo cafily fettled : when the accent is not
upon it, no vowel is more apt to run into this imperfct
found than the a; thus the particle a before participles, in
the phrafes a-gning, a-walking, a-fhooting, &c. fccms,
fays Dr. Lowth, to be the truc and genuine prepofition on,
a little difguifed by familiar ufe and quick pronunciation :
the fame indifinénefs, from rapidity and coincidence of
found, has confounded the pronunciation of this mutilated
prepofition to the ear, in the different queftions whar's
o'clock, when we would know the hour, and what’s a clock,
when we would have the defcription of that horary ma-
chine ; and if the accent be kept ftrongly on the firft fyl-
lable of the word t:lerable, as it always ought to be, we
find fcarcely any diflinguifhable difference to the car, if we
fubflitute u or ‘o inftcad of 4 in the penultimate fyllgble.
Thus tsleralle, teleroble, and tolcruble, are cxa@ly the fame
word to the ear, if pronounced without premeditation or
tranfpofing the accent, for the real purpofe of diftin&ion ;
and inwards, cutwards, &c. might, with rcfpe& to found,
be fpelt snwurds, outwurds, &c.. Thus the word man, when
not under the accent, might be written mun in nebleman,
befbandman, woman, &c. The fame obfervation will hold
good in almoft every final fyllable where « is not accented ;
as medal, dial, giant, bias, &c. defiance, temperance, &e. (9 2)

89. There is a corrupt, but a received, pronunciation |

of this lctter in the words any, many, Thames, where the a
founds like fhort ¢, as if written enny, menny, Tems.
Curch, among Londoncrs, feems to have degenerated into
Keiek.

go. The & goes mto a found approaching the fhort s,
in the numerous termination in age, when the accent is not
on it, as cabbage, village, ciurage, &c. and are pronounced
nearly as if written cabbige, villige, courige, &c.

91. The a in the nunerous termination ate, when the
accent is not on it, is pronounced fomewhat differently in
differcnt words.  If the word be a fubftantive, or an ad-
je@ive, the a feems to be fhorter than when it is a verb :
thus a good ear will difcover a difference in the quantity of
this letter, in delicate and dedicate, intlimate, primate, and

ultimate ; and calculate, regulate, and fpeculate, whcrc we
find the nouns and adjeives have the a confidcrably
fhorter than the verbs.  Innate, however, preferves the
as long as if the accent were on it.  But the unaccented
terminations in ace, whether nouns or verbs, have the «
fo fhort and obfcure as to be nearly fimilar tothe u in us;
thus palace, folace, menace, pinnace, populace, might, with-
out any great departurc from their common found, be
written fallus, follus, &c. while furnace almoft changes the
a into 7, and might he written furnifs.

92. When the a is preceded by the gutturals, hard ¢
or ¢, it is, in polite pronunciation, foftencd by the inter-
vention of a found like ¢, fo that card, cart, guard, regard,
are pronounced like ke-ard, ke-art, ghe-ard, re-ghe-ard.
When the a is pronounced fhort, as in the firft {yllables of
cablage, gander, &c. the interpofition of the ¢ is very per-
ceptible, and indeed unaveidable: for though we can pro-
nounce guard and cart without interpofing the ¢, it is im-
pofible to pronounce garrifm and carriage in the fame
manngr. - This found of the a is taken notice of *in
Stecle’s Grammar, page 49, which propves it is not the
offspring of the prefent day (160) ; and I have the fatis-
faction to find Mr. Smith; a very accurate inquirer into the
fubjeQ, entirely of my opinion. But the found of the a4,
which  Have found the moft difficult to appreciate, is that
where it ends the fyllable, cither immediately before or
after the accent. . We cannot give it any of its three open
founds without hurting the ear. ‘Thus in pronouncing
the words abound and diadem, ay-bound, ab-beund, and
aw-bound ; di-ay-dem, di-ab-dem, and di-aw-dem, arc all
improper ; but giving the a the fecond or Italian found, as
ah-bound and di-ah-dem, fecems the leaft fo. For which
reafon 1 have, like Mr. Sheridan, adopted the (hort found
of this letter to mark this unaccented 4. Dut if the un-
accented 2 be final, which is not thc cafe in any word
purely Englifh, it then fecms to approach fiill ncarer to the
Italian 4 in the lalt fyllable of paps, and to the « in
Sather ; as may be heard in the deliberate pronunciation-
of the words idea, Africa, Delta, &e. (88).

.

E.

93. The firft found of ¢ is that which it has whea
lengthened by the mute ¢ final, as in glede, theme, &c. or
cndmg a fyllable, as fe-cre-tion, ad- he-fi -fion, &e. (36).

94. The exceptions to this rule are, the words where
and there : in which the firft ¢ is pronounced like @, as if
written whare, thare, and the auxiliary verb were : where
the ¢ has its fhort found, as if written werr, rhyming
with the laft fyllable of pre-fer.  Ere (Lefore) founds
like air.

95. The fhort found of ¢ is that heard in ded, fed, rcd,
wed, &ec. ; this found before 7 is apt to flide into fhort « ;
and we fomctimes hear mercy founded as if written murcy
but this, though very ncar, is not the exact found.

c
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96. The ¢ at the end of the monofyllables be, be, me,
- twe, is pronounced ee ; as if written lee, hee, &e. It is
filent at the end of words purely Englith, but is pronounced
diftinQly at the end of fome words from the learned lan-
guages, as epitume, fimile, 8cc.

97. The firft¢ in the poetic contraltions, ¢'er and rne'er,
is pronounced like a ; as if written «ir and najr.

98. The ¢ in ker is pronounced nearly like thort « ;
and as we bear it in the unaccented terminations of writer,
reader, &c. pronounced as if written writur, readur,
where we may obferve that the r being only a jar, and not
a defnite and diinéd articulation like the other confonants,

inftead of ftopping the vocal efflux of voice, lets it imper-

feQly pafs, and fo corrupts and alters the true found of the
vowel. The fame may be obferved of the final e after ~
in words ending in cre, gre, tre, where the e is founded as
if it were placed before the r as in Jucre, maugre, theatre, &c.
pronounced Jukur, maugur, theatur, &c. See No. 418,
It may be remarked, that though we ought cautioyfly to
avoid pronouncing the ¢ like # when under the accent, it
would be mimis dtticé, and border too much on affe@ation
of accuracy to preferve this found of ¢ in unaccented fylja-
bles before r; and though ferrible thould never be pro-
nounced as if written 7urrible, it is irapoffible without pe-
dantry to make any. ditference in the found of the laft fyl-
lables of fplendsur and ftender ; fulpbur and fuffer; or
martyr and garfer. But there is a fmall deviation from
rule when this letter begins a word, and is followed by a
double confonant with the accent on the fecond fyllable:
in this cafe we find thc_vowel lengthen as if the confonant
were fingle. Sec EFrace, Despatcu, EMBALM.
99. This vowel, in a final unaccented fyllable, is apt
to flide into the thort:: thus faces, ranges, praifes, are
pronounced as if written fuciz, rangiz, praiziz ; poet, covet,
linen, &c. as if written poit, cevit, linin, &c. Where we
may obferve, that though the ¢ goes into the thort found
of i, it is exa&ly that found which correfponds to the long
found of e. Sce Port Royal Grammaire, Latin, pager42.
100. There is a remarkable exception to the common
found of this letter in the words clerk, ferjeant, and a few
others, where we find the ¢ pronounced like the g in dark
and margin.  But this exception, I imagine, was, till
within thefe few years; the general rule of founding this
lctter before r, followed by another confonant. -See MER-
cHANT. Thirty yearsago every one pronounced the firft
fyllable of merchant like the monofyllable march, and as
it was anciently writtea marchant. Service and fervant
are ftill heard among the lower order of fpeakers, as if
written farvice and farvant ; and cven among the better
fort, we fometimes hear the fal atation, 8ir, ycur farvant ;
though this pronunciation of the word fingly would be
looked upon as a mark of the lowcft vuigarity. The
proper names, Derby and Berkeley, flill retain the old
found, as if written Dary and Barkeley ; but even thele, in
1
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polite ufage, are getting into the common found, nearly as
if writeen Durly and Burkeley. As this modern pronunciation
of the ¢ has a tendency to fimplify the language by leflening
the number of exceprions, it ought certainly to be indulged.

1ot. This letter falls into an irregular found, but fill
a found which is its neareft relation, in the wosds, £ngland,
yes, and pretty, where the ¢ is heard like fhort i.  Vulgar
fpeakers are guilty of the fame irregularity in engine, as
if written ingine ; but this cannot be too carefully avoided.

102. The vowel ¢ before / and # in the final umac-
cented fyllable, by its being fometimes fuppreficd and fome=
times not, forms one of the moft puzzling dithcultics in
pronuriciation. When any of the liquids precede thefe
letters, the ¢ is heard ditin®ly, as wosllen, flunnel, wimen,
Jyren ; but when any of the other confonants come before
thefe letters, the ¢ is fometimes heard, as in nsvel, juddm B
and fometimes not, as in_fwivel, raven,. &c. As no other
rule can be given for this varicty of pronunciation, per-
haps the beft way will be to draw the line between thofe
words where ¢ is pronounced, and thofe where it is not ;
and this, by the help of the Rhyming Difionary, 1 am
luckily enabled to do. In the firft place, then, it may be
obferved, the ¢ beforc /, in a final unaccented fyllable, muft
always be pronounced diftin@ly, except in the following
words : fbekel, weafel, oufel, niufel, (better written nuzzle ),
navel, ravel, fnivel, rivel, drivel, fbrivel, fbovel, grovel,
Fazel, drazel, nozel. ‘Thefe words are pronounced as if
that ¢ were omitted by an apoftrophe, as fbek’ly weas'l, ous’ly
&ec. or rather as if written fbeckle, weazle, cuzle, &c. ; but
as thefe are the only words of this termination that arc fo
pronounced, great care muft be taken that we do not pro-
nounce travel, gravel, rebel (the fubftantive), parcel, chapel,
and veffe/, in the fame manner ; a fault to which many are
very prone. N

103. E before » ina final unaccented fyllable, and not
preceded by a liquid, muft always be fupprefled, except in
the following words : fudden, mynchen, kitchen, hyphen,
chicken, ticken, (better written ticking), jerken, afpen, platen,
paten, marten, lalten, patien, leaven, or leven, fliven, mitlens.
In thefe words the ¢ is heard diftinétly, contrary to the ge-
neral rule which fuppreffes the ¢ in thefe {yllables, when
preceded by a mute, as harden, keathen, heaven, as if
written hard'n, beathe'n, beav'n, &c. nay, even when pre-
ceded by a liquid in the words fallen, and flolen, where
the ¢ is fupprefled, as if they were written fail'n, and
SBill'n: garden and burden, therefore, are very analogically
pronounced gard'n and burd’'n; and this pronunciation
ought the rather to be indulged, as we always hear the ¢
fupprefled in gardencr and burdenfome, as if written gard'ner
and burd's;/zue.

104. This dieerfity in the pronunciation of thefc ter-
minations ought™ the more carefully to be attended to, as
nothing is fo vuizir and childith as fo hear fwsve/ and
heaven pronounced with the e diftindlly, or novel and
| ckicken with the e fupprefled. But the moft general {up-
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prefiion of this letter is in the participial termination 4 :
here, where the ¢ is not preceded by d or f, the ¢ is
almoft univerfally funk (362), and the two final confo-
nants are pronounced in one fyllable : thus lwed, lived,
berred, marred, are prcnounced as if written lwd, livd,
bard, mard. The fame may be obferved of this letter
when filent in the fingulars of nouns, or the firft perfons of
verbs, as theme, make, &c. which form themes, makes, &c.
where the laft ¢ is filent, and the words are pronounced in
-one fyllable. When the noun or firft pcrfon of the verb
ends in y, with the accent on it, the ¢ is likewife fup-
prefled, as a reply, two replies, be repliesy &c. When
words of this form have the aceent on the preceding fylla-
bles, the ¢ is fupprefled, and the y pronounced like fhort 7,
as cherries, marries, carries, &c. pronounced cherriz,

- marriz, carriz, &c. In the fame manner, carried, married,
smbedied, &c. are pronounced as if written carrid, marr:d,
imbedid, &c. But it muft be carefully noted, that there is
a remarkable exception to many of thefe contraQions when
we are pronouncing the language of Scripturc: here every
participial ¢Z ought to make a diftin¢t fyllable, where it is
not preceded by a vowel. Thus, * Who hath believed
¢¢ our report, and to whom is the arm of the Lord re-
¢t wealed #” Here the participles arc both pronounced in
three fyllables ; but in the following paffage, * Whom he
«¢ did predeftinate, them he alfo ca/ed ; and whom he
¢ called, them he alfo juftified ; and whom he jupified,
-#¢ them he alfo glorified.””  Called preferves the ¢, and is
pronounced in two fyllables ; and juffified and glorified fup-
prefs the ¢, and are pronounced in three.

I.

105. This letter is a perfe& diphthong, compofed of
the found of a in father, and ¢ in he, pronpunced as
clofely together as poffible (57). When thefe founds are
openly pronounced, they produce the familier affent ay ;
which, by'the old Englith dramatic writers, was often ex-
preffed by /. This found is heard when the letter is
lengthened by final e, as time, thine, or ending a fyllable
with the accent upon it, as ti-tle, di-al ; in monofyllables
ending with nd, as bind, find, mind, &c. ; in three words
ending with /4, as child, mild, wild ; and in one very irre-
gularly ending with at, as pint. (37).

106. There is one inftance where this letter, though
focceeded by final ¢, dues not go into the broad Englith
found like the noun eye, but intv “he flender foreign found
like e. This is in the word fbire, pronounced as if written
Jbeer, both when fingle, as a knight of the fbire ; or in com-
pofition, ‘as in Nuttinghamfbire, Leiceflerfbire, &c. This
is the found Dr. Lowth gives it in his Grammar, page 4:
and it is highly probable that the fimple fhire acquired this
flender found from its tendency to become flender in the
compounds, where it is at a diftance from the accent, and

wherc all the vowels have a natural tendency to become.

fhort and obfcure. See SHIRE.

Jquirt, &c.
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107. The fhort found of this letter is heard in him,
thin, &c. and when ending an unaccented fyllable, as
van-i-ty, qual-i-ty, &c. where, though it cannot be pro-
perly faid to be fhort, as it is not clofed by a confonant,
yet it has but half its diphthongnl found.  This feund is
the found of e, the laft letter of the diphthong that forms -
the long /; and it is not a little furprifing that Dr. John-
fon fhould fay that the thort / was a found wholly different
from the long onc. (551).

108. When this lctter is fuccceded by 7, and another
confonant not in a final {yllablc, it has exa@ly the found
of e in wermin, vernal, &c. as virtue, virgin, &c. which
approaches to the found of fhort »; but when it comes
before r, followed by another confenant in a final fyllable,
it acquires the found of u cxactly; as bird, dirt, fbirt,
AlLirth, birth, gird, girt, girl, whirl, and firm,
arc the only exccptions to .this rule; where ¢ is pro-
nounced like ¢, and as if the words were written, merth,
berth, and ferm.

109. The letter r, in this c.lfc, feems to have the fame
influcnce on this word, as it evidently has on @ and o.
When thefc vowels come before double 7, or fingle 7, fol-
lowed by a vowel, as in arable, carry, marry, orator, hirrid,
Jorage, &c. they are confiderably fhorter than when the r
is the final letter of the word, or whép it is fucceeded by
another confonant, as in arbour, car, mar, or, nor, for.
In the fame manner, the 7, coming before either double 7, or
fingle r, followed by a vowel, prcﬁ,rvcs its pure, thort found,
as in frritate, car;/j)zm:y, &c. ; but when r is followed by
another confonant, or is a final letter of a word with the
aceent upon it, the s goes into a deeper and broader found,
equivalent to thort ¢, as heard in virgin, virtie, &c. So fir,
a tree, is perfe@ly fimilar to the firft fyllable of ferment,
though often corruptly pronounced like fur, a fkin. §ir
and fir are exa&ly pronounced as if written Sur and fur.
It fcems, fays Mr. Nares, that our anccftors d:ﬂm«m(]u d
thefe founds more corre@ly. Bifliop Gardiner, in Lis
firt Ictter to Chcke, mentions a witticifm of Nicholas
Rowley, a fellow Cantab. with him to this efhd :
¢ Let handfome girls be called wirgins, plain ones vurgins.”

¢ Si pulchia eft; wirgo, fin turpls, wurgo vocetur.”

Which, fays Mr. Elphinfton, may be modcrnifed Ly the
atd of 3 far more celebrated line :

¢« Sweet wirgin can alone the fair exprefs,

s¢ Fine by degrees, and beautifully lfs :

¢¢ But let the hoyden, homely, rough-hewn «:xigin,

¢ Engrofs the homage of a Major Sturgeon.”

110. The found of 4, in this fituation, cught to be the
more carcfully attended to, as letting it fall into the found
of ¥, where it fhould have the found of ¢, has a groflucefs
in it approaching to vulgarity.  Pcrhaps the &nly excep-
tion to this rule is when the fucceeding vowel is «; for
this letter being a femi-confunant, has fome influence ont
the preccding 4, though not fo much as a {erieét confo-

c2
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nant would have. This makes Mr. Sheridan’s pronun-
ciation of the 5 in virulent, and its compounds, like that
in virgin, lefs exceptionable than I at firft thought it ; but
fince we cannot give a fenii-found of fhort 7-to correfpond
to the femi-confonant found of u, 1 have preferred the
pure found which I think the moft agreeable to polite
ufage. ‘

Irregular and unaccented Sounds.

tr1. There is an irregular pronunciation of this letter
which has greatly multiplied within thefe few years, and
that is, the flender found heard in ¢e. ‘This found is
chiefly found in words derived from the French and
Italian languages ; and we think we fhow our breeding
by a knowledge of thofe tongues, and an ignorance of
our own :
‘e Report of fathions in proud Italy,
« Whofe manners ftill our tardy apifh nation

¢¢ Limps after, in bafe awkward imitation.”
Shakefpeare, Richard II.

When Lord Chefterficld wrote his letters to his fon,
the word oblige was, by many polite fpeakers, pro-
nounced as if written obleege, to give a hint of their know-
ledge of the French language ; nay, Pope has rhymed it
to this found :

¢ Dreading ev'n fools, by flatterers befieg’d,
¢« And fo obliging, that he ne'er oblig’d.”

But it was fo far from having generally obtained, that
Lord Chefterfield ftrily enjoins his fon to avoid this pro-
nunciation as affe@ed. In a few years, however, it be-
came fo general, that none but the loweft vulgar ever pro-
nounced it in the Englith manner ; but upon the publica-
tion of this nobleman’s lctters, which was about twenty
years after he wrote them, his authority has had fo much
influence with the polite world as to bid fair for reftoring
the 4, in this word, to its original rights; and we not un-
frequently hear it now pronounced with the broad Englith
3, in thofe circles where, a few years ago, it would have
been an infallible mark of vulgarity.

Mr. Sheridan, W. Johnftan, and Mr. Barclay, give
both founds, but place the found of cblige fir. Mr. Scott
gives both, but places obleege firft. Dr. Kenrick and
Buchanan give only ob/igc ; and Mr. Elphinfton, Mr. Perry,
and Fenning, give only obleege ; but though this found has
loft ground fo much, yet Mr. Nares, who wrote about
twelve years ago, fays oblige, ftill I think retains the found
of long ¢, notwithftanding the profcription of that pronun-
ciation by the late Lord Chefterfield.

112. The words that have preferved the forcign found
of {, like ee, are the following : Ambergris, verdegris, an-
#i e, becafico, bombafin, brafil, capiviy capuchin, colbertine,
ehicppine, caprice, chagrin, chevaux de [rife, critique (for
criticifm), feffucine, frize, gabardine, habevdine, fordine,
ruginz, trephin:, quarantine, routine, fafine, fatigue, in-
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trigue, glacis, invalid, machine, magazine, marine, )alangum,
Ppique, palice, profile, recitative, tabourine, tambourine, tontine,
tranfmarine, ultramarine. In all thefe words, if for the lait ¢
we fubftitute ee, we fhall have the true pronunciation. In
Jignior the firft i is thus pronounced. Mr. §heridan pro-
nounces vertigs and ferpigs, with the accent on the fecond
fyllable, and the s long, as in fie and pre.  Dr. Kenrick
gives thefe words the fame accent, but founds the 7, as ¢
in tea and pea.  The latter is, in my opinion, the prefer-
able pronunciation.  But if the Englifh ear were unbiafled
by the long / in Latin, which fixes the accent on the
fecond fyllable, and could free itfelf from the flavifh imi-
tation of the French and Italiams, there is little doubt but
thefe words would have the accent on the firft fyllable, and
that the 7 would be pronounced regularly like the thort e,
as in Indigoand Portice. See VERTIGO.

113. There is a remarkable alteration in the found of
this vowel, in certain fituations, where it changes to a found
equivalent to initial y. The fituation that occafions this.
change is, when the 7 precedes anuther vowel in an unac-
cented fyllable, and is not preceded by any of the dentals :
thus we hear fary in mil-iary, bil-iary, &c. pronounced as
if written mil-yary, bil yary, &c.  Min-tsn and pin-1m, as
if written min-yon and pin-ysn.  In thefe words the 7 is fo
totally altered to y, that pranouncing the 7z and 1> in fepa-
rate fyllables would be an error the moft palpable ; but
where the other liquids or mutes precede the ¢ in this fitu-
ation, the coalition is not fo neceffary : for though the two
latter fyllables of conmvivial, participial, &c. ave extremely
prone to unite into one, they may, however, be feparated,
provided the feparation be not too diftant. The fame
obfervations hold good of ¢, as malleable, pronounced
mal-ya-ble.

114. But the found of the /, the moft difficult to re-
duce to rule, is, when it ends a fyllable, immediatcly be-
fore the accent. When either the primary or fecondary
accent is on this letter, it is invariably pmnounced cither
as the long ¢ in title, the fhort 7 in rittle, or the French s
in magazine ; and when it ends a fyllable after the accent,
it is always founded like ¢, as fen-fi-ble, ra-ti-fy,&e. But
when it ends a fyllable, immediately before the accent, itis
fometimes pronounced long, as in vr-ta-li-ty, where the firft
fyllable is exaétly like the firft of vi-a/; and fometimes
thort, as in di-geff, where the 7 is pronounced as if the
word were written de-geff.  "The found of the 4, in this
fituation, is fo little reducible to rule, that none of our
writers on the fubject have attempted it; and the only
method to give fome idea of it, fcems to be the very la-
borious one of clafling fuch words together as have the ¢
pronounced in the fame manner, and obferving the different
combinations of other letters that may puflibly be the caufe
of the different founds of this.

115. In the firft place, where the 7 is the only letter in
the firft fyllable, and the accent is on the fecond, begin-
ning with a confonant, the vowel has its long diphthongal
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fo'ind, as in idza, idewtity, idslatry, idoneous, irafcible, ironical,
ifofceles, itinerant, itinerary. Imagine and its compountls
feem the only exceptions.  But to give the infpector fome
idea of general ufage, I have fubjoined examples of thefe
words as they ftand in our different Pronouncmg Dic-
tionaries ¢

idea. Sheridan, Scott, Buchanan,
idea.  Perry.

identity. Sheridan, Scott, Buchanan, W. Johnfton, Kenrick.
identity. Perry.

idslatry. Sheridan, Scott, Buchanan, W. Johnfton, Kenrick.
idolatry. Perry.

idmeus. Sheridan, Kenrick.

irafcible. Sheridan, Scott, W. Johnfton, Kennck
irafcible. Perry.

i falu Sheridan, Scott, Perry.

7tinerary. Sheridan, Scott, W. Johnfton, Kcnnck

llmtraly Pcrry

itinerant. Sheridan, Scott, W Johnfton, Nares.

itinerant. Buchanan, Perry.

116. When i ends the firft fyllable, and the accent is
on the fecond, commencing with a vowel, it generally
preferves its diphthongal found. Thus in di-ameter,
di-urnal, &c. the firft fyllable js equivalent to the verb to
die. A corrupt, foreign manner of pronouncing thefe
words may fometimes mince the 7 into ¢, as if the words
were written de-ameter, de-urnal, &c. ; but this is difguft-
ing to every juft Englith car, and contrary to the whole
current of analogy. Befides ; the vowel that ends, and
the vowel that begins a fyllable, are, by pronouncing the ¢
long, kept more diftin&, and not fuffered to coalefce, as
they are apt to do if 7 has its flender found ~ This prone-
nefs of the ¢, which’is exa@ly the flender found of ¢ to
coalefce with the fucceeding vowel, has produced fuch
monfters in pronunciation as joggraphy and jommetry for
geography and geometry ; and jorgics for. georgics.  The
latter of thefe words is fixed in this abfurd pronunciation
without remedy ; but the two former feem recovering their
right to four fyllables ; though Mr. Sheridan has endea-
voured to deprive them of it, by fpelling them with three.
Hence we may obferve, that thofe who with to pronounce
corre@ly, and according to analogy, ought to pronounce
the firft fyllable of bi-ography, as the verb to buy, and not
as if written be-ography.:

117. When 7 ends an initial fyllable without the ac-
cent, and the fucceeding fyllable begins with a confonant,
the 7 is generally flender, as if written e.  But the excep-
tions to this rule are fo numerous, that nothing but a cata-
loguc will give a tolerable idea of the ftate of pronunciation
in this point,

1 38. When the prepofitive 4/, derived from bis (twlcc)
ends a fyllable immediately before the accent, the i is long
and broad, in order to convey more ‘precifely the fpecific
mecaning of the fyllable. Thus* bi-capfular, bi-cipital, bi-

W. Johnﬂon, Kenrick.

cipitous, bi-cornous, bi-corporal, bi-dental, bi-farious, bi-fur-
cated, bi-linguous, bi-nocular, bi-pennated, bi-petalous, bi-
quadrate, have the ¢ long.

119. The fame may be obferved of words beginning
with ¢ri, having the accent on the fecond fyllable. Thus
tri-bunal, tri-corporal, tri—clmmy, tri-gintals, have the {
ending the firft fyllable long, as in tri-al.  To this clafs
ougll to be added, di-petalous and di-lemma, though the i
in the fir§ fyllable of the laft word is pronounced like ¢,
and as if written de-lemma, by Mr. Scott and Mr. Peiry,
but long by Mr. Sheridan, Dr. Kenrick, and Buchanan;
and" both ways by W. Johnfton, but placing the thort firft.
And hence we ‘may conclude, that the verb to 4/-/e, and

 the noun b:-feétion, ought to have the 7 at the end of the

firft (yllable, pronouncing like duy, as Mr?Scott and Dr.
Kenrick have marked it, though’ otherwife marked by
Mr. Sheridan, Mr. Perry, and Buchanan.

120. When the firft fyllable is chi, with the accent on
the fecond, the 7 is generally long, as chi-ragrical, chi-
rurgic, chi-rurgeon, chi-rographifl, chi-rographer, chi-regra-
pby.  Chi-mera and chi-merical have the i moft frequently
thort, as pronounced by Buchanan and Perry; though
otherwife marked by Sheridan, Scott, W. Johnfton, and
Kenrick ; and, indeed, the fhort found feems now efla-
blithed.  Chicane and shicgnery, from the Frenfh, have.
the / always fhort ; or more properly flender.

121. Ci before the accent has the ¢ generally fhogt, as
ci-vilian, ci-vility, and, I think, ci-licious and ¢i-nerulent,
‘though otherwife marked by Mr. Sheridan.  Ci-arious
and ci- tation have the 5 long. !

122. Cli before the accent has the 7 long, as c/i-maller.

'123. Cri before the accent has the i generally long, as
cri-nigerous, cri-terion 3 though we fometimes hear the

| latter as if written cre- ferion, but 1 think improperly.

124. Di before the accented fyllable, beginning with a
confonant, has the i almoft always thort ; as digeft, drge/-
tion, digrefs, digreffion, dilute, dilution, diluvian, dimenfion,
dimenfive, dimidiution, diminifh, diminutive, dithma, diref?,
direction, diverfify, diverfificationy diverfion, diverfity, divert,
divertifement, divertive, divefl, diveflure, divide, dividable,
drvidant, diyine, divinity, divifible, divifibility, divcree, di-
vulge. To thefe, I think, may be added, dicaciry, didaciic,
dilacerate, dilaceration, dilaniate, dilupidation, dilate, diluta-
ble, dilatability, dilection, dilucid, dilucidate, dilucidation, di- -
netical, dinumeration, diverge, divergent, divan ; though
Mr. Sheridan has marked the firft 7 in all thefe words
long ; fome of them may undouBtedly be pronounced cither
way ; but why he fHould make the s in diploma long, and
W. Johnfton fhould give it both ways, is unaccountable ;

.as Mr. Scott, Buchanan, Dr. Kenrick, Mr. Perry, and

the general ufage, is againft them. Dierefis and disptrics
have the i long, according to the general rule (116),
though the laft is abfurdly made fhort ty Dr. Kenrick,
and the diphthong is made long in the firft by Mr. Sheri-
dan, corftrary to one of the moft prevailing idioms in pro-
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nunciation ; which is, the fhortening power of the antepe-
nultimate accent (503). Let it not be faid that the
diphthong muft be always long, fince Cefarea and Dedalus
have the & always thort.

125. The long 7, in words of this form, fecms con-
fined to the fullo\unn Digladiation, dijudication, dinume-
raticn, divaricate, drrr‘»tzan, diruption.  Both Johnfon and
Sheridan, in my opinion, place the accent of the word
didafealic improperly upon the fecond fyllable ; it fhould
feem more agrecable to analogy to clafs it with the nume-
rous' terminations in /¢, and place the accent on the penulti-
mate fyllable, (509); and, in this cafe, the { in the firft
will be fhortened by the fecondary acceng, and the fyllable
pronounced like did (527). The firft i in dimyffiry,
marked long by Mr. Sheridan, and with the accent on the
fecond fyllable, contrary to Dr. Johnfon, are equally erro-
neous. The accent ought to be on the firft fyllable, and
the £ fhort, as in the adjetive dim. See Possessory.

126. Fi before the accent ought always to be fhort:
this is the found we gencrally give to the 7 in the firft fyl-

lable of fi-delity ; and why we fhould give the long found |

Yo the in fiducial and fiduciary, as marked by Mr. Sheri-
dan, I know not: he is certainly erroncous, in marking
the firt / in frigidity long, and equally fo in placing the
accent upon the laft fyllable of finite. Finance has the
fhort univerfally.

127. Gigantic has the { in the fir(t {vllable always long.

128. Li has thie / gencrally long, as li-dation, li-bra-
rian, Ucbration, li-centious, Ii-pothymy, li-quefcent, li-tho:
graphy, li-thstomy,  Litigious has the i in the firft fyllable
always fhort.
though otherwife marked by Mr. Sheridan.

129. Mi has the 7 generally fhort, as in minority, mi-
litia, mimegrapher, minc:ious, minacity, miraculous ; though
the four laft are marked with the long i by Mr. Sheridan ;
and what is ftill more ﬂrangc, he marks the / which has
the accent on it long in minatory ; though the fame word,
in the compound comminatory, where the i is always thort,
might have fhewn him his crror. The word mimetic,
which, though in very good ufe, is neither in Johnfon nor
Sheridan, ought to be pronounced with the firft ; fhost, as
if written mim-et-ic.  The ¢ is generally long in micro-
meter, micrography, and migration.

130. Ni has thes long in nigrefeent. The firft 7 in
nigrification, though marked long by MTr. Sheridan, is
thortened by the fecondary accent (527), and ought to be
pronounced as if divided into nig-ri-fi-cation.

131. Phi has the i gencrally thort, as in philantbrapy,
philippic, philsfspher, philsfophy, philofophize; to which we

may certainly add, phililoger, phildogift, philalsgy, philolo-

gical, notwithftanding Mi., Sheridan has marked thes in
thefe laft words long.

132. P7and pli have the 7 generally fhort, as priafier,
pituitouz, pilsfity, plication.  Piafler and piazza, being
Italian words, have the 7 fhort beforc the vowel," contrary

to the analogy of wovds of thris form (166), where the i is
long, as in pi-acular, pri-ority, &c.  Piratical has the /
marked long by Mr. Sheridan, and fbort by Dr. Kemick.
The former is, in my epinion, more agreeabls both to cuf-
tom and analogy, as the found of the i before the aceent is
often determined by the found of that letter in the prini-
tive ward.

133. Pri has the 7 generally long, as in primeval, pri-
mevous, primitial, pnm.ero, pr murdml, pnfualla, privation.

134. Ri has the : fhort, as in ridiculaus.  Rigidiry is
marked with the 7 long by Mr. Sheridan, and fhort by
Dr. Kenrick : the latter is undoubtedly right.  Rivality
has the ¢ long in the firft fyllable, in compliment to rival,
as piratical has the i long, becaufe derived from prrate.
Rhinocerss has the ¢ long in Sheridan, Scott, Kenrick, W.
Johnfton, and Buchanan ; and thort in Perry.

135. i has the 7 generally thort, as fimilitude, firiafis,
and ought certainly to be fhort in filicious, (better written
cilicious, ) though marked long by Mr. Sheridan. Simulta-

! nesus having the fecondary accent on the firft fyllable,
docs not come under this hcad, but retains the / long,

notwithftanding the fhortening power of the accent it is
under. (527).

136. 77 has the i fhort, as in #imidity.

137. Tri has the 7 long, for the fame reafon as &/,
which fee. (118)

138. Vi has the i fo unfettled as to puzzle the cor-
reteft {fpeakers. The 7 is generally long in vicarious, not-
withftanding the thort / in' vicar. It is long in wibration,

: from its relation to wibrate.  Vitdlity has the i long, like
The fame may be obferved of libidinous, :

vital. In vrvifick, vivificate, and viviparous, the firft / is
long, to avoid too great a famencfs with the fecond.
Vivacecus and wvivaeity have the ¢ almoft as often long as
thort ; Mr. Sheridan, Mr. Scott, and Pr. Kenrick, make
the ¢ in vrvacious long, and Mr. Perry and Buchanan
thort ; Mr. Sheridan, Mr. Scott, and W. Johnfton, make
the 1 in the firft of z/vacity long, and Perry and Buchanan
thort : but the thort found feems lefs formal and moft
agrecable to polite ufage.  Picinity, vicinal, vicifitude, vitu-
perate, vimineous, and vfrage, feem to prefer the thort 7,
though Mr. Sheridan has marked the three laft words with
the firft vowel long. But the diverfity will be beft fccn
by giving the authorities for all thefe words

Dr. Kenrick.

Mr. Sheridan, Mt. Scott, Buchanan, W. John-
flon, and Perry. .

Vicinal.  Mr. Sheridan.

Viciffitude. Mr. Sheridan, Dr. Kennck W. Johnflon,

Buchanan, and Perry.

Vituperate. Mr. Sheridan, Dr. Kenrick, W. Johnfton,

Vituperate. Mx. Perry.

Vimineous. Mr. Sheridan.

Virags.  Mr. Sheridany and W. Johnfton.

Virage.  Dr. Kenricky Mr. Scott, Buchanan; and Perry.

Vicinity.
Vicinsty.
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IS

I have clafled vicrnal here as a word with the accent on pronounccable‘ both ways, feem inclinable to lengthen the

the fecond fyllable as it ftands in Sheridan’s Di&ionary, |
but think it ought to have the accent on the firfft. Sce
MsipIiCINAL.

139, The fame divcrﬁty and uncertainty in the found
of this letter feem to reign in thofe final umaccented fyl-
lables which arc terminated with the mute ¢.  Perhaps
the beft way to give fome tolerable idea of the.analogy of
the language in this point, will be, to fhow the general
rule, and mark the exceptions ; though thefe are fometimes
fo numerous as to make us doubt of the rule dtfelf ; in
which cafe, the bett way will be to give a catalogue of
both.

140. There is, however, one rule of very great gx-
tent, in words of this termination, which have the accent
on the penultimate fyllable, and thar is, that the 7 in the
final fyllable of thefe words is thort. Thus jmvzle, baofisle,
refpite, depy, f te, adumantine, ametlyfline, &c. are pro-
nounced as if written fervil, boflil, refpit, dep:fit, &c. The
only exceptions in this numerous clafs of words feem to be
the following : Exile, fenile, edile, empire, umpire, rampire,
feline, ferine, archives; the fubftantives, confine, and sipine :
while the adje@ives fuline and contrite have fumetimmes the
accent on the firt, and fometimes on the laft fyllable ;
but in either cafe the i is long. Quagmire and pifmire
have the i long alfo ; likewife has the 7 long, but otheru ife
has it more frequently fhort. Mlyrrbine, vuipine, and
Zentile, though marked with the 7 long by Mr. Sheridan,
ought, in my opinion, to conform to the general rule, and
be pronounced with the ¢ fhort.  Vulpine, with the 1 long,
is adopted by Mr. Scott; and W. Johnfton, Mr. Scott,
and Buchanan, agree with Mr. Sheridan in the laft fylla-
ble of gentile ; and this feems agrceable to general uf.sge,
though not to analogy. Sec VUuLPINE.

141. But when the accent is on the lat fyllable but
two in words of this termination, the length of the vowel
is not fo eafily afcertained._

142. Thofe ending in sce have the i fhort, except
Jacrifice and cockatrice.

143. Thofe ending in /de have the 7 long, notwith-
ftanding we fometimes hear jfuicide abfurdly pronounced,
as if written fuicid.

144. Thofe ending in ife have the 7 long, except
hsufewife, pronounced Fuz.:viff, accosding to the general
rule, notwithitanding the 7 in wife is always long.  Mid-
wife is fometimes fhortened in the famk manner by the
vulgar; and fe'nnight, for fevennight, is gone irrecoverably
into the fame analogy ; though fartnight, for fiurteen-
night, is more frequently pronounCcd with the ¢ long than
thort.

145. Thofe ending in 7/ have the 4 fhort, except
reconcile, chamimile, eflipile.  Fuvenile, mercantile, and
puerile, have the 7 long in Sheridan’s Dicionary, and fhore
in Kenrick’s. In my opinion the lattet is the much more
prevalent and polite pronunciation ; but snfuntile, though

i in the laft fyllable. Sce Juvmn.x

146. In the termination ime, pantomime has the i long,
rhyming with fime; and marigme has the i (hort, as if
written maritim.

147. Words in ine, that have the accent hngher than
the penultimate fyllable, have the quantity of s fo uncer-
tain, that the only method to give an idea of it will be to
exhibit a catalogue of words where it is pronounced dif-
ferently.

148. Bat firft it may not beimproper to fee the dif-
ferent founds given to this' letter in fome of the fame words
by different orthQepifts : .

C:lumbine. Sheridan, Nares, W. Johnfton, oo
Columtine. Kenrick, Perry.

Saccharine. Sheridan, Nares.

Saccharine. Kenrick, Perry.

Saturnine. Sheridan, Nares, Buchanan.
Saturnine. Kenrick, Perry.

Aetalline. Kenrick.

Metalline.  Sheridan, W ]ohnﬁon, Perry.
Cryflaliine. Kenrick.

Cryflelune. Sheridan, Perry.

Uterine.  Sheridan, Buchanan, W. Johnfton.
Uterine.  Kemick, Scott, Perry.

149._ In thefe words, I do not hefitate to pronounce,
that the general rule inclines evidently to the long 7, which,
in doubtful cafes, nught always to be followed ; and for
which reafon I fhall enumerate thofe words firft where I
judge the ¢ ought to be pronounced long.  Carabine, cara-
bine, columbine, bizantine, gelantine, legatine, oxyrrhcdine,
conculine, mufcadine, incarnadine, celandine, "almandine,
Jecundine, anygdaline, tryflalline, vituline, calamine, afinine,
Jaturnine, [accharine, adulterine, wiperine, uferine, lamen-
tine, argwentine, [erpentine, turpentine, vefpertine, belluime,
porcupine, countcrmine, leinine, fap[r/mmr, and, I think, ~
metalline.

150. The words of thls termination, where the 7/ is
thort, arc the following :  Faccbine, medicine, difcipline, maf-
culine, jeflymine, feminine, heroine, ncllarine, libertine,
genuing, Fyaline, palutine. To thefe, I think, ought to be
added, alkaline, aquiline, corallinc, Lrigantine, eglantine :
and to this pronunciation of the 7, the proper namcs,
Valenitine® and  C.nffdntine, fcem ftrongly to incline, and
C_'rmb:lfne has entirely adopted.

“151. The only words ending in ire, with the accent
on the antcpcnul'lmate fyllable, is acr-/iire : and in this
the ; is lung; the laft fyllable fuund: 2 vike the fpire of 3
church.

152. Words ending in 7fe have the 7 fhert, when the
accent is on the laft fvllable but one, as frauchife, exeept the
eompounds ending in wif®, as likewwife, lengthwife, &c. as
marked by Mr. Scowt, Mr. Perry, and Buchanan: but

even among thefc words we fometimes hear sther:vife pro-
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nounced otherwiz, as marked by Mr. Sheridan and W.
Johnfton ; but, I chink, improperly.

1§3. When the accent is on the laft fyllable but two
in thefe words, they are jnvariably pronounced with the i
long, as criticife, equalife.

+ 154. In the termination 7z, when the accent is on it,
the  is always long, as requite.  'When the accent is on
the laft fyllable but onc, it is always fhert, as refpite,
(140) ; pronounced as if written refpit, except contrite ;
but when the accent is on the laft fyllable but two, the1 is
generally long : the exceptions, however, are fo many, that
a cataloguc of both will be the beft rule. '

155. The i is long in expedite, recandite, incondite, berma-

phrodite, carmelite, thead:lite, cifmapolite, chryfalite, bedlamite,

" eremite, aconite, margarite, marcafite, parafite, appetite,
bipartite, tripartite, quadripartite, comvertite, anchorite,
pituite, fatellite. As the word ftands in Kenrick's Dic-
tionary fa-##/l.it, having the ; thort, and the accent on the
fecnd. fyllable, it is doubly wrong. The; in the laft fyl-
lable is fhortened alfo by W. Johnfton and Perry, but
made long, as it ought to be, by Mr. Sheridan, Mr.
Scott and Mr. Nares. See RECONDITE..

156. The ¢ is thort in cucurbite, ingenite, definite, indefi-
nite, infinite, hypocrite, favourite, requifite, pre-requifite, per-
quifite, exquifite, app:fite, and oppofite.  Heteraclite has the i
longin Sheridan, but thort-in Kenrick. The former is, in
my opinion, the bett pronuncnatlon, (fee the word in-the
Dléhonary) but ite, in what may be called a’ Gentile
termination, has the s always long, as in Hivite, Samnite,
cofmapalite, Stc.

157. The termination fve, when the accent is on_ it,
is always long, as in hive, except in the two verbs, ging
live, and their compounds, gruing, living, &c.; for the

adjeQive live, as a live animal, has the ¢ long, and rhymcs |

with ffrive ; fo has the adjeftive and adverb, lrvely, and
lfvelily: the noun livelihod follows the fame analogy ; but
" the adje@ive live-ling, as the live-img day, has the i thort,
as in the verb. When the accent is not on the / in this
termination it is always fhort, as Jportive, plaintive, &c.
rhyming with give.

158. All the ather adje@ives and fubftantives of.this

termination, when the accent is nog on it, have the ¢ inva-
riably thort, as offcnfive, defenfive, &c. Theiin faltgue
is fhort, as if written fallick, but lgng in oblique, rhyming
with pike, firike, &c.: while the ; in antique has the s long
- and flender, and rhymes with fpeak. Dr. Kenrick, Mr.
Elphinfton, Mr. Perry, Buchanan, and Barclay, have
obleck for obligue ; Mr. Scott has it both ways, but giyes
the flender found firft ; and Mr. Sheridan, Mr. Nares,
and W. Johnfton, obiike. The latter is, in my opinion,
more agrecable to polite ufage, but the former more analo-
gical : for as it comes from the French cbligue, we cannot
write it ebjike, as Mr. Narcs wifhes, any more than antigue
and antike, for fear of departing too far from the Latin
antiguus and obliguus. Opaque, Mr. Nares obferves, has
2
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become spake ; but then it moft be remembered, that.the
Latin is gpacus, and not opaguus.

159. All the terminations in sze havp the ¢ long, ex-
cept to endenize ; which, having the accent on the fecond
fyllable, follow thc gmml rule, and has the / fhort, pro-
nounced as irr the verb fs, (140). To thefe obfervations
we may add, that though evi/ and devil fapprefs the 7, as
if written ev'] and dev'l,” yet that cavil and pencil preferve
its found diftinétly, and that Latin ought never to be pro-
nounced as it is generally at fchools, as-if written Lat'n.
Coufin and cozen both drop the laft vowels, as if fpelled
¢ozn, and are only*diftinguithable to the eye.

Thus we fee how little regularity there is in the found
of this letter, when it is not under the accent, and, when
cuftom will permit, how carcful we ought to be to -preferve
the leaft trace of analogy, that,  confufion may not be
worfe confounded.” The fketch that has been juft given
may, perhaps, afford fomething like a clew to dire® us in
this labyrinth, and it is hoped it will enable the judicious
fpcaker s0 proneunce with more certainty and decifion.

160. It was remarked under the vowel A, timt when
a hard g or ¢ preceded that vowel, a found like e inter-
pofed, the better to unite the letters, and {uften.the found
of the confonant. The fame may be obferved of the let-
ter /. When this vowel is preceded by hard ¢ or £, which
is but another form for hard ¢, it is pronounced as if an e
were inferted between the confonant and the vowel. Thus
Sy kind, guide, guife, difguife, guile, leguile, mankind, are
pronounced as if written fhe-y ke-ind, gue-ife, difgue-ife,
gue-ile, begue-ile, manke-ind. At firft fight we are {urprifed
that two fuch different letters as g and ¢ fhould be affeGled
in the fame manner by the hard gutturals, g, ¢, and £; but
when we refleét that 7 is_really compofed of a and ¢; our
furprife ceafes ; and we are pleafed to find the car perfe&ly
unitorm in its procedure, and entirely unbiaffed by the eye.
From this view of the analogy we mazy fec how greatly
miftaken is a very folid and ingenious writert on this fub-
jet, who fays that ¢ ky-ind for kind is a monfter of pro-
¢ nunciation, heard only on our fiage.” Nares’ Orth.
p- 28. See No. 92.

It may not perhaps feem unworthy of notice, that when
this lctter is unaccented in the numerous terminations, ity,
1ble, &c. it is frequently pronounced like fhort u, as if the
words fenfible, vifible, &c. were written fenfubble, vifubble,
&c. and charity, chajtity, &c. like charulty, chaftutty, &e. ;
but it may be obfersed, that the purc feund of  like ¢ in
thefe words is as much the mark of an clegant fpeaker as
that of the u in fingular, educate, &c.  Sec No. 179.

[ ]
0. .

161. Gramgmarians have generally allowed this letter
but three founds. Mr. Sheridan inftances them in wor,
note, prove. For a fourth, I have added the o in love, dove,
&ec. for the ﬁfm, that in or, nor, for ; and a fixth, that in
woman, walf, &c
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162. The firft, and. only peculiar found of this letter,
#s, that by which it is named in the alphabet. It requires
tire mouth to be formed, in fome degree,. like the letter, in
order to pronounce it. This may be called its long open
found, as the 5 in prove may be called its long flender found,
(65). This found we find in words ending with filent
€, as tone, bame, alme; or when ending a fyllable with the
accent upon it, as mo-tion, pa-tent, &c. likewife in the
monofyllables, g2, fo, no. This found is found under
feveral combinations of other vowels with this letter, as
in moan, groan, bow (to fhoot with,) lew (not high.)

163. The fecond found of this letter is called its fhort
found, and is found in nat, gat, lot, &e. though this, as in
the other fhort vowels, is by no mcans the fthort found of
the former long one, but correfponds exa@ly to that. of a
in what, with which the words nat, gat, lt, arc perfe&t
thymes. The long found, to which the ¢ in 7ot and for
are fhort ones, is found under the diphthong au in naught,
and the  in fought ; correfponding exadtly to the « in
ball, ball, &c. The thort found of this letter, like the
thort found of @ in father (78) (79), is frequently, by
inaccurate fpeakers, and chiefly thofe among the vulgar,
lengthened to a middle found approaching to its long
found, the o inor. This found is generally heard, as in
the cafe of a, when it is fucceeded by two confonants.
Thus Mr. Smith pronounces broth, frath, and math, as if
written brauth, frawth, and maywth. Of the propricty or
impropriety of this, a wcll educated ear is the beft judge ;
but 25 was obferved under the article A, (79), if this be
not the found heard among the beft fpcakers, no middle
found ought to be admitted, as good orators will ever in-
cline to definite and abfolute founds rather than fuch as
may be called non-defcripts in language.

164. The third found of this letter, as was marked
in the firft obfcrvation, may be called its lopg flender found,
correfponding to the double o. The words where this found
of s occurs are fo few, that it will be eafy to give a catalogue
of them. Prove, msve, behove, and their compounds, lofe,
do, ads, Rome, paltron, penton, [ponton, who, whom, womb,
tomb.  Sponton is not in Johnfon ; -and this and the two
preceding words ought rather to be written with e in the
Jaft fyllablg. Gold is pronounced like gold in familiar con-
verfation ;* but in verfe and folemn language, .efpecially
that of the Scripture, ought always to rhyme with o/d,
fild, &c. Sec Excore, Gorp, and Wn«n

16 5 The fourth found of this vowel is'that which is
found in Jwe, duve, &c. and the leng found, which feems
the neareft relation to it, is the firft found of o in note, tone,
reve, &c. This found of ¢ is gencrally heard when it is
fhortencd by the fuccceding liquids », m, r, and the femi-
vowcls v, z, th: and as an ingenious writer has.given a
catalogue of thofe words, I fhall avail myfclf of his
labour, Absve, affront, allonge, among, amonz Jl, attorney,
bomb, bsmbard (the noun), bsrage, borough, brother, cochi-

neal, colour, come, comely, comfit, comfort, company, com--

ry

pafs, comrade, cembat, conduit, coney, conjure, eonflable, co-
wenant, cover, cevert, covet, covey, cozen, difcomfit, dimne,;
doth, doft, dove, dozen, dromedary, front, glove, govern,
honey, love, Monday, money, mongrel, monk, monkey, month,
mother, none, nothing, one, onion, other, oven, plover, pome--
granate, pommel, pother, romage, fhove, fhovel, floven,
Jmother, fome, Somerfet, fon, fovereign, [ponge, flomach,
thoreugh, ton, tengue, ward, work, wonder, world, worry,
worfe, worfhip, wort, worth; to which we may add,.
rhamb, ance, comfrey, and cslander.

166. In thefe words the accent is on the ¢ in cvery
word, except pomegranate :sbut with very few exceptions, .
this letter has the fame found in the unaccented termina-
tions, oc, ock, od, ol, om, on, ap, or, ot; and _fome, as mammoc, -
caffick, methad, cardl, kingdmm, union, gallep, tutor, turbot,
troublefome, &c. all which are pronounced as- if" written
mammac, caffuck,. methud, &c. The o in the adjunct "
monger, as checfemonger, &c. has always this found. The
exceptions to this rule are technical terms from the Greek
or Latin, as Achor, a fpecics of the herpcs; and proper-
namcs, as Calor, a river in Ital)

167. The fifth found of o is the long found produced
by ~ final, or followed by another confonant, as for, former.
Thhis found is perfelly cquivalent to the. diphthong au ;
and for and former might,. on-account of found only, be
written faur and faurmer. -

168. 0, like 4, is lengthened before r, when termi-
nating 2 monofyllable, or followed by another confonant ;-
and, like 4 too, is thortened by a duplication of the liquid ;
as we may hear by comparing the conjun&ion or with the
fame letters in torrid, florid, &c. for though the » is not
doubled to the eye in jfforid, yet as the accent is on it, it is
as effeCtually doubled to the ear, as if written florrid ; fo if
a confonant of another kind fucceed the r in this fitvation,
we find the o as long as in a monofyllable. . Thus the o in
orchard is as long as in the conjun&ion or, and that in formal
as in the word for: but the o in crifice and forage, where -
the r is followed by a vowel, the o is as fhort as if the r
were double, and the words written orrifice and ‘forrage.

169. There is a fixth found of » exadly correfponding .
to the.u in dull, full, pull, &c. which, from its exifting only
in the following words, may be called its irregular found: .
Thefe words are, waman, bifom, wworfled, wolf, and the :
proper names, /#zlfey, Worcefler, and I%lverbanq)lon.

Irregular and unaccented Sounds. .

170. What was obferved of the a, when followed by *
aJiquid and a mutc, may be cbferved of the o with equal :
juftnefs.  This leteer, like @, has a tendency to lengthen, .
when followed 1y al'quid and another confonant, or by
5, Js, or s and a mutc. But this length of o, in this fitua-
.tiony feems every day growing more and more vulgar and, .
as it would be grofs to a dogrcc to found the ain caflle,

mafk, and plant, like the a in palm, pfalm, &c. fo it would -
| be equally exceptionable to pronounce the ¢ in myfs, drofs, .
d
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and frofl, as if written mauwfe, drawfe, and frawfl, (78)
(79)- The o in the compounds of fulve, as diffolve, ab-
Jdve, refilve, fecm the only words where a fomewhat longer
found of the o is agreeable to polite pronunciation. On
the contrary, when the 2 ends a fyllable, immediately be-
fore or after the accent, as in po-lite, im-po-tent, &e.
there is an elegance in giving it the open found nearly
as long as in ps-lar and po-tent, &c. See Domerstic,
Correct, and Commanp. It may likewife be
obferved, that the o like the ¢ (1o02) is fupprefled in
a final unaccented fyllablc when preceded by ¢ or £,
and followed by n; as dacon, beacon, deacon, beckon,
reckcn, pronounced bak'n, leak’n, deak’n, beck'n, reck'n
and when ¢ is preceded by another confonant, as faleon,
pronounced fawk'n. The o is likewife mute in the fame
fituation, when preceded by 4 in pardm; pronounced
pard’n ; but not in Guerdn. It is mute when preceded
by p in weapon, capon, &c. pronounced weap'n, cap’n, &e. ;
and when preceded by s in reafon, feafon, treafon, oraifm,
benifon, denifon, unifon, foifen, poifon, prifon, damfon, crim-
Jin, aduvswfon, pronounced reaz’n, treaz’n, &c.; and
mafon, bafon, garrifon, leffin, caparifon, cimparifon, difinke-
vifin, parfon, and perfan, pronounced mas'n, bas'm, &c.
Unifin, diapafon, and cargafon, feem, particularly in folemn
fpeaking, to preferve the found of o like v, as if written
unifun, diapazun, &c. The fame letter is fupprefled in a

final unaccented fyllable beginning with 7, as Seton, cotton,”

buttin, mutton, glutton ; pronounced as if written Sef'n,
cott'n, &e. When x precedes the ¢, the ¢ is pronounced
diftin@ly, as in Sexton. When / is the preceding letter,
the o is generally fupprefled as in the proper names Stilton
cheefe, Wilton carpets, and Melton Mowbray, &c. Accurate
fpeakers fometimes ftruggle to preferve it in the name of
our great epic poet Milton ; but the former examples fuf-
ficiently fhew the tendency of the language ; and this ten-
dency cannot be eafily counteracted.  This letter is like-
wife fupprefled in ‘the laft fyllable of 4l/azon, pronounced
bluz’n ; but is always to be preferved in the fame fyllable
of horizen. This fuppreffion of the » muft not be ranked
amon} thofe carelefs abbreviations found only among the
vulga-, but mut be confidered as one of thofe devious
tendencies to brevity, which has worn itfelf a currency in
the language, and has at la# become a part of it. To
pronounce the ¢ in thofe cafes where it is fupprefled, would
give a fingularity to the fpeaker bordering nearly on the
pedantic ; and the attention given to this fingulariry by the
hearer would neceffarily diminith his attention to the fub-

je&t, and confequently deprive the fpeaker of fomething
much more defirable.

U.

175. The firft found of «, heard in tube, or ending an
unacecnted fyllable, as in cu-brc, is a diphthongat found, as
if ¢ were prefixed, and thefe words were fpelt szwbe and
kewbic. The letter u is exa@ly the pronoun yow.

172. The fecond found of « is the thort found, which
tallics exa@ly with the o in done, fon, &c. which every
ear perccives might, as well for the found'’s fake, be fittlt
dun, fun, &c.

173. The third found of this letter, and that in which
the Englith more particularly depart from analogy, is the
u in bull, full, pull, &c. The firft, or diphthongal u in
tube, feems almoft as peculiar to the Englith as the long
found of the ¢ in thine, mine, &c. ; but here, as if they
chofc to imitate the Latin, Italian, and French «, they
leave out the ¢ before the u, which is heard in tube, mule,
&c. and do not pronounce the latter part of & quite fo
long as the oo in pocl, nor fo thort as the u in dull, but
with a middle found betwcen both, which is the true fhort
found of the o2 in cs0 and wos, as may be heard by compar-
ing woo and wool ; the latter of which isa perfect rhyme
to bull. .

174. This middlc found of u, fo unlike the general
found of that letter, exifts only in the following words :
bull, full, pull ; words compounded of full, as wanderful,
dreadful, &c. bullock, bully, bullet, bulwark, fuller, fulling-
mill, pulley, pullet, pufb, bufb, bufbel, pulpit, pufs, bullion,
butcher, cufbion, cuckso, pudding, fugar, huffar, huzza, and
put when a verb: but few as they are, except full, which
is a very copious termination, they are fufficient to puzzle
Englithmen who refide at any diftance from the capital,
and to make the inhabitants of Scotland and Ireland,
(who, it is highly probable, reccived a much more regular
pronunciation from our anceftors) not unfrequently the jeft
of fools.

175. But vague and defultory as this found of the u

may at firft feem, on a clofer view we find it chiefly con- -

fined to words which begin with the mute labials, 4, p, f,
and énd with the liquid labial /, or the dentals s, ¢, and 4,
as in bull, full, pull, bufb, pufb, pudding, pufs, put, &e.
Whatever, therefore, was the caufe of this whimfical de-~
viation, we fee its primitives are confined toa very nar-
row compafs : put has this found only when it is a verb ;
for putty, a pafte for glafs, has the common found of #,
and rhymes exa@ly with nusty, (having the qualities of 2
nut) ; fo put, the game at cards, and,the vulgar appella-
tion of country put, follow the fame analogy. All Bull's
compounds regularly follow their primitive. But though
Suller, a whitener of cloth, and Fulham, a proper name, are
not compounded of full, they are Tounded as if they were ;
while Putney follows the general rule, and has its firft fyl-
lable pronounced like the noun put.  Pulpit and pullet
comply with the peculiarity an account of their refemblance
to pull, though nothing rclated to it ; and dutcher and pufs
adopt this found of « for no reafon but the nearnefs of their
form to the other words: and when to thefe we have
added cufbion, fugar, cuckeo, huffar, and the interje&ion
huzza, we have every word in the whole language where
the u is thus pronounced.

176. Somec fpeakers, indecd, have attempted to give
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daik, and punifh, this obtufe found of , but luckily have
not been followed. The words which have already
adopted it are fufficiently numerous; and we cannot be
too carcful to check the growth of fo unmeaning an irre-
gularity,

177. It muft be remarked, that this found of «, except
in the word fuller, never extends to words from the learned
languages ; for fulminant, fulmmatwn, ebullition, repulfion,
fepulcbre, &c. found the u as in dull, gull, &c. and the u
in pus and pufule is exa@ly like the fame letter in shus.
So the pure Englith words, dufs, bulge, buftlc, buflard,
duzzard, preferve the u in its fecond found, as in us, bull,
and cuffard. It may likewife not be unworthy of remark,
that the letter z is never fubje to the fhortening power of
either the primary or fecondary accent; but when ac-
cented, is always long, unlefs fhortened by a double con-
fomarit.  See the words DraMa and MucuLENT, and

No. 503, 534
Irregular and unaccented Sounds.

178. But the ftrangcft deviation of this letter from its
regular found is in the words bufy, bufinefs, and bury.
We laugh at the Scotch for pronouncing thefe words, as
if written bewyfy, dcwfinefs, and dewry; but we ought ra-
ther to bluth for ourfelves in departing fo wantonly from
the general rule as to pronounce them dizzy, biznefs, and
berry.

179. There is an incorre& pronunciation of this letter
when it ends a fyllable, not under the accent which pre-
vails, not only among the vulgar, but is fometimes found
in better company ; and that is, giving the « an obfcure
found, which confounds it with vowels of a very different
kind. Thus we not unfrequently hear fingular, regular,
and particular, pronounced as if written fing-e-lar, reg-e-lar,
and par-tick-e-lar ; but nothing tends more to tarnith and

" Vulgarize the pronunciation than this fhert and obfcure
found of the unaccented u, It mav, indeed, be.obferved,
that there is fcarcely any thing more diftinguifhes a perfon
of mean and good education than the pronunciation of the
unaccented vowels, (547) (558). When vowels are
under the accent, the prince and the loweft of the people,

“with very few exceptions, pronounce them in the fame
manner ; but the unaccented vowels in the mouth of the
former have a diftin&, open, and fpecific found, while the
latter often totally fink them, or change them into fome
other found. Thofe, therefore, who with to pronounce

_elegantly muft be particularly attentive to the unaccented
vowels ; as a neat pronunciation of thefe, forms one of the
greateft beautics of fpeaking.

Y final.

180, T final, ecither in a2 word or fyliable, is a pure
vowel, and has exa@ly the fame found as s would have in
the fame fituation. For this reafon printers, who have

been the great corre@ors of our orthography, have fubfti-
tuted the ¢ in its ftead, on account of the too great fre-
quency of this letter in the Englith langnage. That y
final is a vowel, is univerfally acknowledged ; nor nced
we any other proof of it than its long found, when followed
by "e mute, as in thyme, rhyme, &c. or ending a fyllable
with the-accent upon it, as buy, cyder, &c. this may be
called its firft vowel found.

18 1. The fecond found of the vowel y is its fhort
found, heard in fyftem, fyntax, &c.

Irregular and unaccented Sounds,

182. The unaccented found of this letter at the end
of a fyllable, like that of / in the fame fituation, is always
like the firft found of e.  Thus vanity, pleur’fy, &c. and if
found alone were confulted, might be written wanitee,
pleurifee, &c.

183 The exception to this rule is, when f precedes
the y in a final fyllable, the yis then pronounced as long
and open as if the accent were on it. Thus juj) ify, qualify,

&ec. have the latt fyllable founded like that in defy. This

long found continues when the y is changed into 7, in
Juftifiable, qualifiable, &c. ‘The fame may be obferved of
multiply and multipliable, &c. ; occupy and occupiable, &c.
512).
( 184. There is an irregular found of this letter when
the accent is on it in pancgyric, when it is frequently pro-
nounced like the fecond found of ¢; but would, perhaps,
be more correct if its true found were preferved, and it

were to rhyme with Pyrrhbic; or as Swift does with Satiric:

¢ On me when dunces are fat.irick,
¢ 1 take it for a panegyrick.”

185. But the moft uncertain found of this letter is,
when it ends a fyllable immediately preceding the accent.
In this cafe it is fubje@t to the fame varicty as the letter i
in the fame fituation, and nothing but a catalogue will give
us any idea of the analogy of the language in this point.

186. The yis long in chylacesus, but fhortened by the
fecondary accent in chylifaction and chylifattive, (530);
though, without the leaft reafon from analogy, Mr. Sheri-
dan has marked them both long.

187. Words compofed of hydro, from the Greek b’&.é,
water, have the y before the accent generally long,
as bydrography, hydrographer, bydrometry, Fydropic ; all
which have the y long in Mr. Sheridan but Aydro-
graphy, which muft be a miftake of the prefs ; and this
long found of y continues in kydroflatic, in fpite of
the fhortcning power of the fecondary accent, (530).
The fame found of y prevails in hydraulics and hydatides.
Hygrometer and bygrometry feem to follow the fame ana-
logy, as well as byperbola and hyperbole ; which are gene-
rally heard with the y long; though Kenrick has marked
the latter fhort.  Hypoftafis and hypotenufe ought to have
the y long likewife, In bypathefis the y is more frequently

da .
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fhort than long; and in kypothetical it is more frequently
long than fhort ; but hypocrify has the firft y always fhort.
Myrabian and myropolift may have the y ecither long or
thort.  Mjtholsgy has the firt y gencrally thort, and mythe-
bogical, from the fhortening power of the fecondary accent,
(530), almottalways. Phytrvorous, plytsgraphy, phytolsgy,
have the firft y always'long. In phylactory the firit y is
generally thort, and in phyfician always.  Pylrus has the
y long in Mr. Sheridan, but, I think, improperly. In pyra-
nidal he marks the y long, though, in my opinion, it is
generally heard fhort, as in pyramid.  In pyrites, with the
accent on the fecond fyllable, he marks the y thort, much
more corre@ly than Kenrick, who places the accent on the
firft fyllable, and marks the y long, (fee the word). Synadic,
Jynsdical, [ynonima, and fyn:pfis, have the y always fhort :
Jynechdache ought likewife to have the fame letter fhort, as
we find it in Periy’s and Kenrick's Diionaries ; though
in Sheridan’s we find it long.  Typography and typsgrapher
ought to have the firft y long, as we find it in Sheridan,
Scott, Buchanan, W. Johnfton, Kenrick, and Perry,
though frequently heard fhort ; and though tyrannical has
the y marked fhort by Mr. Perry, it ought rather to have
the long found, as we fce it marked by Mr. Sheridan, Mr.
Scott, Buchanan, W. Johnfton, and Kenrick.

188. From the view that has been taken of the found
of the 7 and y immediately before the accent, it may juftly
.be called the moft uncertain part of pronunciation. Scarcely
any zeafon can be given why cuftom prefers one found to
the other infome words ; and why, in others, we may ufe
cither onc.or the other indifcriminately. It is ftrongly to
be prefumed that the / and y, in this fituation, particularly
the laft, was generally pronounced long by our anceftors,
but that cuftom has gradually inclined to the (horter found
as more readily pronounced, and as morc like the found of
thefe letters when they end a fyllable after the accent ;
and, perhaps, we fhould contributc to the regularity of the
language, if, when wc are in doubt, we fhould rather in-
elinc to the thort than the long found of .thefe lotters.

W ﬁ”al-

189. That w final is a vowel, is not difputed (9) ;
when it is in this fituation, it is equivalent to 20 ; as may
be -perceived in the found of vawv, tsw-el, &c. where it
forms a real diphthong, compofed of the ain wa-ser, and
the 47 in w0 and coa.

It is .often joined to o at the cnd of a fyllable, without
affedting the found of that vowel ; and in this fituation it
may be callcd fervile, as in bow, to thoot with ; crew, Jow
(not high), &c.

DIPHTHONGS.

190. A diphthong is a double vowdl, or the union or
mixture of two vowels pronounced together, fo as only to

DIFFERENT SOUNDS OF “THE -DIPHTHONGS.

make one fyllable: as the Latin g ot «, 0401 o, the
Greck #, the Englith 2z, au, &c.

191. Thisfis the general definition of a dlphthong but
if we examine it clofély, we fhall find init a want of pre-
cifion and accuracy®. If a diphthong be two vowel founds
in fucceffion, they muft neceffarily form two fylables, and
therefore, by its very definition, cannot be a diphthong ; if
it be fuch a mixture of two vowels as to form but one fim-
ple found, it is very impropcrly called a diphthong ; nor
can any fuch fimple mixture exift.

192. The only way to reconcile this fcemmg conttao
diction, is to fuppofe that two vocal founds in fucceflion
were fometimes pronounced fo clofcly together as to form
only the time of one fyllable in Greck and Latin verfe.
Some of thefe diphthongal fyllables we bave.in our owa
language, which only pafs for menofyllables in poetrys
Thus kire (wages) is no more than one fyllable in verfe,
though perfe@ly equivalent to higher (more high) which
generally paffes for a diffyllable: the fame may be ob-
fexved of dire or dyer, hour and power, &c. This is not
uniting two vocal founds into one fimple found, which is
impoffible, but pronouncing two vocal founds in fueceflion
fo rapidly and fo clofely as to go for only one fyllablc in

I 93 Thus the beft definition I have found of 2 dlph-
thong is that given us by Mr. Smith in his Scheme for &
French and Englith Dictionary. “ A diphthong (fays this
¢ gentleman) I would define to be two fimple vocal founds
¢ uttered by one and the fame cmiffion of breath, and
¢ joined in fuch a manner that each lofes 2 portion of ite
¢ natural length ; but from the junQion produceth a com~
¢ pound found, cqual in the time of pronouncing to cither
‘¢ of them taken feparately, and fo making ftill but one
¢ fyllable.”

194. ¢ Now if weapply this definition (fays Mr. Smith)
“ to the fcveral combinations that may have been laid
* down and denominated diphthongs by former orthde.
« epifts, I believe we (hall find only a fmall number of
¢ them meriting this name.”  As a proof of the truth of
this obfervation, we find, that moft of thofe vocal affem.
blages that go under the name of diphthongs emit but a
fimple found, and that not compounded of the two
vowels, but one of thcm only, founded long: thus pain
and pane, pail and pale, hear and kere, are perfectly the
fame founds.

195. Thefe obfervations mturally lead us toa dlﬁmc—
tion of diphthongs into proper and improper. The proper
are fuch as have two diftin@ vocal founds, and the im-
proper {fuch.as have but one.

* We fee how many difputes the fimple and ambiguous nature
of vowels created among grammarians, and how it has begot the
miftake concerning diphthongs : all that are properly fo are fyl-

lables, and not diphthongs, as intended to be fignified by tba

ward, Holder.




DIFFERENT SOUNDS OF THE DIPHTHONGS, 4E, 4I,

¢a ocean 12 paflion oy boy

eu feud o voice ua affuage

v jewel ou pound ue manfuetude
éa " poniard @y Row % languid.

ie fpanicl 1

In this affemblage it is impoflible not to fee a manifeft
diftin&ion between thofe which begin with ¢ or 4, and the
reft. In thofe beginning with tither of thefe vowels we
find a fqueezed found like the commencing or confonant y
interpofe, as it were, to articulate the latter vowel, and that
the words where thefe diphthongs are found, might, agrec-
gbly to the found, be fpclt ofbe-yan, f-yude, j-yewel, pon-
yard, [pan-yel, pafbyom, &c.; and as thefe diphthongs
(which, from their commencing with the found of y con-
forant, may not improperly be called femi-confonant diph-
thengs) begin in that part of the mouth where s, ¢ foft,
and ¢ are formed, we find that coalefcence enfuc which
forms the afpirated hifs in the numerous terminations fim,
fion, tial, &c. and by dire@ confequence in thofe ending in
wre, une, as future, fortune, &c. for the letter «, when long,
is exa@ly one of thefe femi-confonant diphthongs, (8) ; and
when -immeodiately afeer the accent it coalefces with the
preceding s, ¢, or ¢, and draws them into the afpirated hifs
of foor b, (459). Thofe found in the tesmination joas
may be called femi-confonant diphthongs alfo, as the 4 and
# have but the found of one vowel. It may be obferved
oo, in pafling, that the reafon why in man/uectude the s
does not go into /b is, becaufe when « is followed by ano-
ther vowel it drops its confonant found at the beginning, and
Becomes merely double o,

197. The improper diphthongs are,

¢a Caxfar , ea clean ie friend

& aim ¢ee teed ¢a coat

a0 gaol ei cciling ¢e occonomy
au taught e people s moon
aw law ey they oW CTOW.

198. The triphthongs having but two founds are mercly
ecular, and muft therefore be claflfed with the proper
diphthongs :

aye (for ever)

eau beauty
©Of all thefe combinations of vowels we fhall trcat in their
alphabetical order.

jew view
ofu manoeuvre.

ey plenteous
iew adicy

4E.

199. Ae or « is a diphthong, fays Dr. Johnfon, of very
frequent ufe in the Latin language, which fcems not pro-
perly to have any place in the Englith ; fince the « of the
Saxons has been long out of ufe, being changed to e
fimple ; to which, in words frequently occurring, the .« of
the Romans is, in the fame manner, altered, as in.equator,
equincélialy and even in Eneas.

200. But though the diphthong « is perfetly ufelefs
in our language, and the fubftitution of ¢ in its ftead, in
Cefar and Eneas, is recommended by Dr. Johnfon, we
do net find his aathority has totally annihilated it ; efpeci-
allyin proper names and technical terms, derived from the
learned languages. Cafar, .Encas, £fsp, peany ather,
athiops mineral, amphifbana, anaccphalechis, apherefis,
agilops, ozana, &c. feem to preferve the diphthong as well
as certain words which are cither plurals or genitives, in
Latin words not naturalifed, as ccraucopie, exuvie, agua
vile, minutie, firie, &c.

201. This diphthong, when not under the accent, in
Michaelmas, and when accented in Dadalus, is pronounced
like thart e. It is, like ¢, fubject to the fhort found
when under the fecondary accent, as in Enebarbus,
where @n, in the firft {vllablc, is prenounced cxally
like the letter n, (530).

Al

202. The found of this diphthong i exadly like the
long flender found of a; thus par/, a veflel, and pale, a
colour, are perfe@ly the fame found. The exceptions are
but few.

203. When faid is the third perfon preterimperfe&t
tenfc of the verb to fay, ai has the found of thort ¢, and
jm'd rhymes with ded: but, when this word is an adjec-
tive, as the fazid man, it is rcgular, and rhymes with
trade.

204. Plaid, a ftriped garment, shymes with mad.

205. Raillery’is a perfe@ rhyme to falary 5 and:raifin.
a fruit, is pronounced exa&ly like reafon, the diftinQive
ﬁculty of man. Sece both thefe words in the Dic-
tionary,

206. Again and againf? found as if written agen and
agenfl.

207. The aifle of a church is pronounced exaély
like #ffe, an ifland ; and is fometimes written de.

208. When this diphthong is ina final unaccented fyl-
lable the g is funk, and the i pronounccd thort. Thus
mountain, fountain, captain, curtain, vilain, are all pro-
nounced as if written smountin, fountin, captin, curtin,
wvillin ; but when the laft word takes an additional fyllable,
the s is dropped, and the « hasits thort found ; as villansus,
villany.  See the words in the Dictionary.

209. The a: in Britain has the fhort found approach-
ing to u, fo common with all the vowels in final unaccentcd
{yllables, and is pronounced cxa@ly like Britog

210. Plait, a fold of cloth, is regular, and ought
to be pronounced like plate, a difth; pronouncing it fo
as to rhyme with meat is a vulgarifm, and ought to be
avoided.

211, Plasfter bclongs no longer to this clafs of words,
being now mere properly written plaficr, thyming with

cafier.
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212. This combination of vowels in a diphthong is
only to be met with in the word gae/, now more properly
Wwritten, as it is pronounced, jarl.

AU

213. The general found of this diphthong is that of
the noun awe ; as taught, canght, &c. or of the a in hall, !
ball, &c.

214. Whenthefc letters are followed by #and another
confonant, thcy change to the fecond found of a4, heard in
Jar, farther, &c. Thus aunt, kaunt, daunt, afkaunce,
afkaunt, flaunt, kaunt, gauntlet, jaunt, haunch, launch,
craunch,® jaundice, laundry, have the Italian found of the a
in the laft fyllablc of papa and mamma. To thefe I think
ought to be added, duunt, paunch, gaunt, and faunter, as
Dr. Kenrick has marked them with the Italian 4, and not
as if written dewnt, pownch, &c. as Mr. Sheridan founds
them. Mound, a bafket, is'always pronounced with the
Italian 4, and nearly as if written marnd ; for which rea-
fon Muundy Thur{dav, which is derived from it, ought,
with Mr. Nares, to be pronounced in the fame manner,
tiough cenerally heard with the found of sw. To maunder,
to zrumlle, though generally heard as if written mawnder,
oagl.t certainly to be pronounced as Mr. Nares has claffed
it, mth the Ttalian . The fame may be obferved of
taunt, which ought to rhyme with aunt, though founded
tawnt by Mr. Sheridan; and being left out of the
above lift, fuppofed to be fo pronounced by Mr. Nares.
But Mr. Elphinfton has placed the analogy of thefe words

“in fo ftrong and curious a light, that I cannot help pre-
fenting them to the reader in his own words, though a dif-
ferent orthography : ¢ U meritorioufly diftinguithes aunt,
¢ the parent’s fifter, from ant the cmmet, and gives a flen-
¢ der fhut, the fervile of @ broad open, yet without pre-
‘¢ tence of fo dangerous or any coincidence ; in defiance of
“ both filters, his aunt had power to retain the company of

 jaunt, haunt, vaunt, taunt, deunt, gaunt, gauntlet ; in all
¢t of which the 4 docs precifely the fame duty it formerly
« did in chaunt, graunt, maund, and commaund ; in Jaunter
“ and faunder ; as well as in braunch, haunch, paunch,
¢ launch, faunch ; all now juflly as gencalogically, chant,
¢ grant, mand (the old bafket), command, fanter, fander ;
“ branch, hanch, panch, lanck, flanch. Faundice alone
¢¢ pleaded u radical ; and yet was found mere jandice.
¢« So with auntf, muft rcturn to truth and etymology (who
“ do not always join iffus), jant, hant, vant, tant, dant,
¢ gant, gantlet ; and even the vencrable Mandy Thurfday,
¢ with her mand or bafket in her hand.  She had, indeed,
¢ almoft left the language, though Aftrea had not left the
¢ land, when analogy (or harmony) ena&ed : 4 broad (au)

. ¢ fhall not in Englith precede n, followed cither by a dry
¢ dental, or by a fibilation ; that is, au fhall not be fol-

DIFFERENT SOUNDS OF THE DIPHTHONGS, 40, AU, 4W, 4AY.

¢ Jowed by nt, nd, nce, nch, or nge. No fuch founds being
¢ fufferable in the Englith fyftem, as aunt, aund, aunck,
 aunce, or aunge ; there fhall be no fuch femblances.
¢« Alike are therefore indifpenfable chant and jaut ; hand
¢ and mand, chance and lance, branch and lanch, banter
¢ and fanter ; Sande and his full felf Alexander. 1In all
¢¢ fuch, a, far from broad or open, is flender and fhut ;
¢ yet hardly fhorter than if the filent afpiration interpofed

| in abnt, fabnter, labnce, lahnch, and the reft. Before

‘“ nge, indeed, a is alfo flender, but open; not ab, but a;
«¢ guarded therefore by its own (%) fervile (as we faw iniits
«¢ place) againft every danger of change. Faun and foum
¢ remain doubtlefs in fauns and fawns, unaltered by the
« adfcititious depreflive fibilant.” Propricty Afcertained b
her Pi&ture, vol.i. pag. 171.

215. Laugh and draught, which are very properly
claffed by Mr. Nares among thefe words which have the
long Italian a in father, are marked by Mr. Sheridan with
his firft found of a in hat, lengthened into the found of
a in father, by placing the accent on it. Staunch is fpelled
without the » by Johnfon, and therefore improperly claffed
by Mr. Nares in the above lift.

216. Vaunt and avaunt feem to be the only real excep-
tions to this found of a4 in the whole lift ; and as thefe
words are chiefly confined to tragedy, they may be allowed
to * fret and ftrut their hour upon the ftage” in the old
traditionary found of awe.

217. This diphthong is pronounced like long ¢ in
bautboy, as if written bo-boy ; and like o thort in cauliflewer,
laurel, and laudanum ;' as if written collifiower, lorrel, and
loddanum. In gauge, au has the found of flender g, and
thymes with page.

218. There isa corrupt pronunciation of this diphshong
among the vulgar, which is, giving the au in daugbter,
Jauce, faucer, and faucy, the found of the Italian @, and
nearly as if written darter, farce, farcer, and farcy; but
this pronunciation cannot be too carefully avoided. Au in
Jaufage alfo, is founded by the vulgar with thort 4, as if
written faffage ; but in this, as in the other words, au ought
to found qwe. See the words in the Diftionary.

4.

.l
219. Has the long broad found of 4 in 2all, with which
the word bawl is perfe@ly identical. It is always regular.

4y

220. This diphthong, like its near relation a7, has the
found of flender a in pay, day, &c. and is pronounced like
long e in the word quay, which is now fometimes feen writ-
ten key ; for if we cannot bring the pronunciation to the
fpelling, it is looked upon as fome improvement to bring
the fpelling to the pronunciation : a moft pernicious prac-
tice in language. Sec BowL.

221. To flay, to frip off the fkin, alfo, is corruptly
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pronownced flea ; but the diphthong in this word feems
* to be recovering its rights.

323, There is a wanton departure from analogy in
orthography, by changing the y in this diphthong to 7 in the
words paid, faid, laid, for payed, fayed, and layed. Why
thefe words fhould be written with 7 and thus contra&ed,
and played, prayed, and delayed, remain at large, let our
wifc corre@ors of orthography determine.  Stayed alfo, a
participial ad_]e&lve, fignifying fleady, is always written

aid.

/ 223. When ay comes immediately after the accent in
a final fyllable, like 4/, it drops the former vowel, in the
colloquial pronunciation of the days of the week. Thus
as we pranounce captain, curtain, &c. as if written captin,
curtin, &c. fo we hear Sunday, Monday, &c. as if written
Sundy, Mondy, &c. A more diftin& pronunciation of day,
in thefe words, is a mark of the northern diale&, (208).

224. The familiar affent ay for yes, is a combination
of the long Irtalian ¢ in the’latt fyllable of papa, and the
firflt found of ¢. If we give the a the found of ‘that letter
in ball, the word degenerates into a coarfe ruftic pronuncia-
tion. Though in the Houfe of Commons, where this word
is made a noun, we frequently, but not corrcélly, hear it
fo pronounced, in the phrafe tbe ayes bave it.

AYE.

225. ‘This triphthong is a combination of the flender
found of a4, heard in pa-per, and the ¢ in me-tre. The
word which it compofes, fignifying ever, is almoft obfolete.

E4.

226. The regular found of this diphthong, is that of the
firft found of ¢ in bere ; but its irregular found of thort ¢ is
fo frequent, as to make a catalogue of both neceflary ; efpe-
cially for thofe who are unfettled in the prununciation of
the capital, and wifh to pradtife in order to form a habit.

227, The firft found of ea is like open e, and is heard
in the following words: Afeard, affear, anneal, appeal,
appear, appeafe, aread, arrear, beacon, beadle, beadroll,
beads, beadfman, beagle, beak, beaker, beam, bean, beard,
bearded, beafl, beat, beaten, beaver, beleaguer, beneath, be-
queath, bereave, befmear, be[peak, bleach, bleak, blear, bleat,
bohea, breach, bream, 1o breathe, ceafe, cheap, cheat, clean,
eleanly (adverb) clear, clearance, cleave, cochineal, colleague,
cinceal, congeal, cream, creak, creafe, creature, deacon, deal,
dean, deanery, dear, deceafe, defeafance, defeafible, defeat,
demean, demeanor, decreafe, dream, drear, dreary, each,
eager, eagle, cagre, ear, eafl, eafler, eafy, to eat, eaten, eaves,
entreat, endear, efcheat, fear, fearful, feafible, feafibility,
Jeall, feat, feature, flea, fleam, freak, gear, gleam, glean,
to greafe, greafe, greaves, heal, heap, hear, heat, heath,
heathen, heave, impeach, increafe, infeam, interleave, knead,
to lead, leaf, league, leak, lean, leafe, leafh, leafing, leafl,
leave, leaves, mead, meagre, meal, mean, meat, meafles,
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meath, neat, neap, near, neat, pea, peace, pmk, peal, pm_/i,
peat, plea, plead, pleafe, reach, to read, ream, reap, rear,
rearward, reafon, recheat, redfireak, releafe, repeal, repeat,
retreat, reveal, fereak, [cream, [eal, Jea, feam, feamy, [ean,
Jear, fearcloth, feafon, [eat, fhear, fhears, fheath, fheathe,
Jheaf, fleafy, [neak, [ncaker, [neakup, [peak, [bear, fleal,
Jleam, [fireak, flream, flreamer, flreamy, [urceale, tea,
teach, tead, teague, teal, team, tear, teafe, teat, treacle,
treafon, treat, treatife, treatment, Areaty, tweag, tweck,
tweague, veal, underneath, uneafy, unreave, uprear, weak,
weaken, weal, weald, wean, weanling, wearinels, weari-
Jome, weary, weafund, wealel, weave, wheal, wheat,
wheaten, wreak, wreath, wreathe, wreathy, yea, year,
yeanling, yearling, yearly, yefl, zeal.

228. In this catalogue we find bewrd and bear Jod fomc-
times pronounced as if written derd and berded : but this
corruption of the diphthong, which Mr. Sheridan has
adopted, fcems confined to the Stage. Sec the word.

229. The preterimperfe@ tenfe of eat is fometimes
written afe, particularly by Lord Bolingbroke, and fre-
quently, and, perhaps, more correctly, pronounced er, efpe-
cially in Ircland ; but eaten always preferves the ea long.

230. Eain fearful is long when it fignifies timzrous,
and fhort when it fignifies terrible, as'if written ferful.
See the word.

231. To read is long in the prefent tenfe, and fhort
in the paft, and participle ; which are fometimes writ-
ten red.

232. Teat, a dug, is marked by Dr. Kenrick, Mr.
Elphinfton, and Mr. Nares, with fhort ¢ Kke #:7 ; but more
properly by Mr. Sheridan, Mr. Scott, W, Johnflan, Mir.
Perry, and Mr. Smith, with the long ¢, rhyming with
meat. ;

233. Beat, the preterimperfe@ tenfe, and participle of
to beat, is frequently pronounced in Ireland like ber (a
wager) : and if utility were the only object of language,
this would certainly be the preferable pronunciation, as
nothing tends more to obfcurity than verbs which have no
different form for their prefent and paft times ; but fathion
in this, as in many other cafes, triumphs over ufe and pro-
priety ; and Jes, for the paft time and participle of Jeat,
muft be religioufly avoided.

234, Eais pronounced like the fhort e in the follow-
ing words : Abreafl, ahead, already, bedflead, behead, be-
Jpread, beflead, bread, breadth, breakfafl, breafl, breath,
cleanfe, cleanly (adjeQive) cleanlily, dead, deadly, deaf,
deafen, dearth, death, earl, earldom, early, earn, earncfl,
earth, earthen, earthly, endeavour, feather, head, heady,
health, heard, hearfe, heaven, beavy, jealous, impearl, in-
Jlead, lead, leaden, leant (the paft time and participle of to
lean), learn, learning, leather, leaven, meadrw, meant, mea-
Jure, pearl, peafant, pheafant, plealant, plea‘antry, plea-
Jure, read (paft time and participle) readily, rcadinels,
ready, realm, rebearfal, rehearfe, refearch, feamfires,




24

Jearce, fearch, [pread, flead, Peadfaft, fleady, flealth, fleal-
thy, Jweat, fweaty, thread, threaden, threat, threaten,
treachery, tread, treadle, treafure, uncleanly, wealth,
wealthy, weapsn, weather, yearn, zealot, zealous, zea-
loufly.

235. I have given the la(t threc words, compounded
of zeal, as inftances of the fhort found of the diphthong,
becaufe it is certainly the more ufual found ; but fome at-
tempts have latcly been made in the Houfe of Commons
to pronounce them long, as in the noun. It is a com-
mendable zeal to endeavour to reform the language as well
as the conflitution ; but whether, if thefe words were al-
tered, it would be a real reformation, may admit of fome
difpute..  Sec Enclitical Termination, No. 515, and the
word ZzALorT.

236. Heard, the paft time and participle of kear, is
fometimes corruptly pronounced with the diphthong long,
fo as to rhyme with rear'd ; but this is fuppofing the verb
to be rcgular; which, from the fpelling, is evidently not
the cafe. ‘

2137. 1t is, perhaps, worth obfervation, that when this
diphthong comes before r, it is apt to flide into the thort ,
which is undoubtedly very ncar the true found, but not cx-
ally. Thus pronouncing earl, earth, dearth, as if written
aurl, urth, durth, is a flight déviation from the true found,
‘which is exaQly that of i before r, followed by another
confonant, in wvirtue, virginj and that is the true found
of thort e in vermin, vernal, &c. (108).

238. Leant, the paft time and participle of to lean, is
grown vulgar : the regular form Jeaned is preferable.

239. The paft time and pasticiple of the verb to lap
feems to prefer the irregular form ; therefore, though we
almoft always hear to leap rhyming with reap, we gene-
sally hear leaped written and pronounced leapt, thyming
with aepr.

2490. Ea is pronounced like long flender a in dare, in
the following words : Bcar, bearer, break, frbear, forfwear,
Zreat, pear, fleak, fwear, to tear, wear.

241. The word great is fometimes pronounced as if
written greet, generally by people of education, and almoft
univerfally in Ireland ; but this is contrary to the fixed and
fettled praQice in England. That this is an affected pro-
nunciation, will be perceived in a moment by pronounc-
ing this word in the phrafe, Alexander the Great ; for thofe
who pronounce the word greet, in other cafes will generally
in this rhyme it with fate. It is true the ee is the rcgular
found of this diphthong ; but this flender found ofse has, in
all probability, given way to that of « as dccper and more
expreflive of the epithet great.

242. The fame obfurvations are applicable to the word
8reak ; which is much more expreflive of the ation when
pronounced drake than breek, as it is fomctimes affeGedly
pronounced. .

243. £La is pronounced like the long Italian ¢ in fa-
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ther, in the following words: Hoart, hearty, bearten,
bearth, kearken.
244. Ea, unaceented, has an obfcure found, approach-

ing to fhort » in wengeance, ferjeant, pageant, and pageantry,

¥ EAU.

245. Thisis a French, rather than an Englifh, triph-
thong, being found only in words derived frcm that lan-
guage. Its found is that of long open o, as beau, burcau,
JSlambeau, portmanteau.  In beauty and its compounds it has
the firft found of «, as if written bewty.

EE.

246. This diphthong, in all words, except thofc that
end in r, has a fqueczed found of long open ¢ formed by a
clofer application of the tongue to the roof of the mouth,
than in that vowel fingly, which is diftinguifhablc to a nice
car, in the different founds of the verbs to flee and to meer,
and the nouns flea and meat. This has always been my opi-
nion ; but upon confulting fome good fpeakers on the oc-
cafion, and in particular Mr. Garrick, who could find no
difference in the found of thefe words, I am lefs confidert
ingiving it to the public. At any rate the difference is
but very trifling, and I fhall therefore conGdes ¢e as cquiva-
lent to the long open .

247. This diphthong is irregular only in the word
Dreeches, pronounced as if written britches. Cheefecake,
fomctimes pronounced chizcake, and breech, britch, 1 look
upon as vulgarifms.  Beelzebub, indeed, in profe, has ge-

 nerally the thort found of ¢, as in 4el/: and when thefe

two letters form but one fyllable, in the poetical contrac-
tion of e'er and ne'er, for cver and never, they are pro.
nounced as if written air and nair.

i EL

248. The general found of this diphthong feems to be
the fame as ¢y, when under the accent ; which is like long
flender @ ; but the other founds are fo numerous as to re-
quire a catalogue of them all.

249. Ei has the found of long flender 4 in defgn, vein,
reinyreign, feign, feint, veil, beinsus, heir, heirefs, inveigh,
weigh, neigh, fkein, reins, their, theirs, eight, freight,
weight, neighbsur, and their compounds.

250. E7 has the found of long open ¢ in bere, in the
following words and their compounds : to ceil, ceiling,
conceit, deceit, receipt, concetve, perceive, deccive, receive,
inveigle, feize, [feifin, feignior, [eignory, [feine, plebeian.
Obeifance ought to be in the preceding clafs. See the word.

2§1. Leifure is fometimes pronounced as rthyming with
pleafure ; but, in my opinion, very improperly ; for if it
be allowed that cuftom is equally divided, we ought, in
this cafe, to pronounce the diphthong long, as more ex-
preflive of the idea annexed to it. (241)
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ag2. Either and neither are fo often pronounced spe-
dber and migh-ther, that it is hard to fay to which clafs they

belong.  Analogy, however, without hefitation, gives the
diphthpng the found of long open e, rather than that of 4,
and thymes them with breather, one who breathes. This
is the pronunciation Mr. Gamrick always gave to thefe
words ; but the true analogical found of the diphthong in
thelc words is that of the flender 6, as if written ay-zher
and nay-ther. ‘This pronunciation is adopted in Ireland,
but is not favoured by one of our orthocpifts ; for Mr.
Sheridan, Mr. Scott, Mr. Elphinflon, Mr. Perry, Mr.
Smith, Steele’s Grammar, and Dr. Jones, all pronounce
thefe words with the diphthong like long e. ' W. Johnfton
slone adopts the found of long  exclufively ; Dr. Kenrick
gives both ether and ither, but prefers the firft, but gives
nether the found of long e exclufively ; Mr. Coote fays
thefe words are generally pronounced with the s like the 7
in mine. M, Barclay gives no defription of the found
of ¢i in either, but fays meither is fometimes pronounced
sither, and by others néther ; and Mr. Nares fays, ¢ erther
 and neither are fpoken by fome with the found of long 7 ;
“ I have heard even that of long a given to them ; but as
% the regular ‘way is'alfo in ufe, I think it is prcfcrable
%-Thefe differences feem to have arifen from ignorance of
4 the regular found of ¢1.”

If by the regular way and the regular found of this
diphthong Mr. Nares means the long found of e, we need
only infpet No. 249 and 250, to fee that the found of 4
s the general found, and thercfore ought to be called the
regujar ; but where there are fo many inftances of words
where this diphthong has the long found of ¢, and cuftom
is fo uniform in thefe words, there can be no doubt which
is the true found.

253. Ei has the found of long open i, in height and
Jeight, thyming with white and right.  Height is, indeed,
often heard rhyming with ¢ight and weight, and that among
very refpeftable fpeakers; but cuftom fcems to decide in
favour of the other pronunciation, that it may better tally
with the adje&ive bigh, of which it is the abftra&.

254. £ihas the found of fthort ¢, in the two words
beifer and nonpareil, pronounced beffer and nonperell.

255. This diphthong, when unaccented, like ai (208)
draps the former vowel, and is pronounced like fhort 4, in

Jareign, foreigner, forfeit, forfeiture, kerchief, bandkerchicf,
Jovereign, fevereiguty, furfeit, counterfeit.

EO.

256. This diphthong is pronounced like ¢ long in
pecple, as if written peeple 5 and like ¢ thort in lespard and
Jfespardy, as if written leppard and jeppardy ; and in the law
terms f offee, feoffer, and feoffmens, as if written feffee,
fdfer, and fﬁ""'

257- ‘We frequently hear thefe vowels contra@ed into
fhart ¢ in geography and geametry,” 38 if written joggraphy
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and jommetry; but this grofs pronunciation feems daily
wearing away, and giving place to that which feparates the
vowels into two diftin& fyllables, as it is always heard in
geographical, geometer,  geometricial, and geometrician. .
Georgic is always heard as if written jirgic, and muft be
given up as incorrigible (116).

258. Eois heard like long u-in fesd, feodal, feodatory,
which are fometimes written as they are pronounced, ﬂud,
Seudal, feudatory.

259. Eos, when unaccented, has the found of « fhort
in furgeon, flurgeon, dudgemm, gudgeon, bludgeon, curmud-
&eon, dungeon, luncheon, puncheon, truncbeon; burgeon, haber-
geon ; butin fculcbem, efcutcheon, pigeom, and widgeon, the
eo founds like thort i.

260. Eo founds like long o in yseman and yoemanry ;
the firft fyllable of which words rhyme with go, no, fo.
See the word.

261. £oin galleon; a Spanith fhip, founds as if writ-
ten galloon, rhyming with macn. ‘

EOU.

262. This triphthong is often contra&ed into one fyI~
lable in profe, and poets never make it go for two. In
¢utanesus and vitreous two fyllables are palpable ; but in
gorgeous and outrageous the foft g coalefcing with ¢ feems
to drop a fyllable.

26 3. The triphthong is never found but in an unaccented.
fyllable, and generally a final one ; and when it is lmme-
diately preceded by the dentals 4 or ¢, it melts ‘them into
the founds. of jand #ch. ‘Thus bideous and piteous are
pronounced as if written hijeous and pitchesus. The fame
may be obferved of righteous, plenteous, bounteous, courteousy,
beauteous, and duteous, (293)(294).. ‘.

EU.

264. This diphthong is always founded like long » or
ew; and is never irregular. Thus feud, deuce, &c. are
pronounced as if written fewd, dewce, &c.

. EW.

265. This diphthong is pronounced like long u, and is
almoft always regular. There is a corrupt pronunciation
of it like oo chicfly in London, where we fometimes hear
dew and new pronounced as if written dos and noo.

266. Shew and firew have almoft left this clafs, and
by Johnfon’s recommendation are become /bsw and ﬁrow,
as they are pronounced. The proper name Shrewfbury,
however, ftill retains the ¢, though always pronounced
Shrowfbury. Sew, with a needle, always rhymes with'no ;
and fewer, fignifying a drain, is generally pronounced -
Jhare ; but fewer, an officer, rhymes with fewer. See SEWER,

267. Ew is fometimes pronounced like aw in the verb
to chew, but this is grofs and vulgar. To chew opght
always to thyme with new, view, &c.
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EWE.

268. This triphthong exifts only in the word ewe, a
female fheep ; which is pronounced exa&ly like yew, a
tree.  There is a vulgar pronunciation of this word as if
written yoe, thyming with dse, which muft be carcfully
svoided.  See the word,

EY.

269. When the accent is on this diphthong it is always
pronounced like ay, or like its kindred diphthong e, in
vein, reign, &c. Thus bey, dey, grey, prey, they, trey, whey,
obey, convey, purvey, furvey, hey, eyre, and eyrey, are always
heard as if written bay, day, &c. Key and ly are the only
exceptions which always rhyme with fea, (220). ,

270. Ey, when unaccented, is pronounced llkc ee;
thus, galley, valley, alley, barley, &c. arc pronounced as if
written gallee, vallee, &c. The noun furvey therefore, if
we place the accent on the firft fyllable, is anomalous.
Scc the word.

EYE.

271. This triphthong is only found in the word eye,
which is always pronounced like the letter /.

I4.

272. This diphthong, in the terminations ian, idl, iard,
and iate, forms but one fyllable, though the 7 in this fitua-
tion, having the fqueczed found of ee perfelly fimilar to y,
gives the fyllable a double found, very diftinguifhable in its
nature from a fyllable formed without the i.  Thus Clrif-
tian, fiial, poniard, conciliate, found as if written Carift-yan,
fil-yal, pon-yard, concil-yate, and have in the laft fyllable an
evident duplicity of found. (113).

273. In diamond, thefe vowels are properly no diph-
thong ; and in profe, the word ought to have three diftin&
fyllables ; but we frequently hear it fo pronounced as to
drop the a entirely, and as if written dimond. This, how-
ever, is a corruption that ought to be avoided by all ele-
gant fpeakers.

274. In carriage, marriage, parliament, and miniature,
the a is dropped, and the 7 has its thort found as if written
carridge, marridge, parliment, mineture, (go).

IE.

275. The regular found of this diphthong is that of
e, as in grieve, thieve, fiend, lief, liege, aultionier, grena-
dier, 8c. as if written greeve, theeve, feend, &ec.

276. It has the found of long i in die, hie, lie, pie, tie,
vie, as if writeen dy, by, &c.

277. The thort found of ¢ is heard in friend, and the
long found of the fame letter in fier, fmze

278. In waricgate the beft pronunciation is to pro-
nounce both vowels ditin&ly like ¢, as if written wvary-
e-gale.

279. In the humeral terminations in ierh, as rewen~
Heth, thirtieth, &c. the vowels cught alfo to be kept dif-
tin& ; the firft like open ¢, as heard in the yin twm!y,
thirty, &e. and the fecond like thort ¢, heard in breath,
death, &e.

280. In flery too, the vowels are heard ditin&ly.

281. In orient and fpaniel, where thefe letters come
after a liquid, they are pronounced diftinly ; and great
care thould be taken not to let the laft word: degencrate
into fpannel.

282. When thefe letters meet, in confequence of
forming the plurals of nouns, they retain cither the long
or thort found they had ir the fingular, without increafing
the number of fyllables. * Thus a fly makes flies, a lie
makes lies, company makes companies, and dignity, dignities.
The fame may be obferved of the third perfons and paft
participles. of verbs, as I fly, he flies, I deny, he denies,
be denied, I fully, be fullied, &c. which may be pronounced
as if written denize, denide, fullid, &c.

283. When /¢ is in a termination without the accent,
it is pronounced like e only, in the fame fituation. Thus
brafier, grefiers and glafier, have the laft fyllable founded,
as if written brazhur, grazbur, and glazhur; or rather as
braze-yar, graze-yur, 8. N

JEU.

284. Thefe vowels occur in aedieu, leu, purlies,
where they have the found of long u, as if written adew,
leu, purles.

285. In one word, lieutenant, thefe letters are pro-
nounced like fhort ¢, as if written let-fenant.

IEW.

286. Thefe letters occur only in the word view, wheree
they found like e, thyming with few, new

10.

287. When the accent is upon the firft of thefe vowels
they form two diftin& fyllables, as priory, vidlent, viokt ;
the laft of which is fomctimes corruptly pronounced
vi-let.

288. In marchionefs the { is entirely funk, and the
unaccented ¢ pronounccd, as it ufually is in this fitaation,
like thort u, as if written marfbunefs, (352).

289. In cufbion the o is funk, and the word pronounced
cufbin.  Sce the word.

290. In the very numerous termination iem, thefe
vowels are pronounced in one fyllable like fhort « ; but
when they are preceded by a liquid, as in million, minien,
clarion, 8c.(113) the two vowels, though they make but one
fyllable, are heard diftin@ly : the fame may be obferved
when they are preceded by any of the other confonants,
except s and t; a5 champion, feorpion, &c. where the

r 4
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vowels arc heard feparataly : but the termination, #en and
Jim, are pronounced in ane f{yllable, and exally like the
vab fbux.

291. The only exception to this rule is, when the # is
preceded by s ¢ in this cafe the 7 goes into tch, and the i is
in a fmall degree audible like thort e.  This may be heard
in queftion, mixtion, digeflion, combuflion, and what is an
inftance of the fame kind in Chriffian, as if written guefl-
gun, mixt-yun, 8c. (464).

Iou.

292. ‘This triphthong, when preceded by a liquid, or
any mute but a dental, is heard diﬂin&ly in two fyllables,
as in bilious, various, glricus, abflemious, i mgemom, coptous ;
but when preceded by the dentals #, foft c and s, thefe
vowels coalzfce into one fyllable, pronounccd exa&ly like
Jous = thus precious, faflious, moxious, anxious, are pro-
nounced as if written prefsh us, fac-fbus, nock-fbus,
eng-fbus.

293. The fame tendeney of thefe vowels to coalefee
after a dental, and draw it to afpiration, makes us hear
tedious, odious, and jnfidious, pronounced as if written
fe-je-us, o jee-us, and in fid j--us ; foras d is but flat ¢, itis
no wonder it fhould be fubjeft to the fame afpirarion, |
when the fame vowels follcw, Nay, it may be affirmed,
that fo agreeable is this found of the 4 to the analogy of
Englith pronunciation, that, unlefs we are upon our guard,
the organs naturally flide into it. It is not, however, pre-
tended that this is the poliieft pronunciation ; for the fake
of analogy it were to be withed it were : but an ignorance
of the real powers of the letters, joined with a laudable

heax o-de-us, te-de-ous, &c.
gar, who in this cafe are right by inftin&t, not only ins

dulge the afpiration of the &, which the language is fo prone:
to, but are apt to contra® the fucceeding fyllable too.
dofely, and inftcad of o-je-us and te-je-ous, fay o-jus and.

te-jus.

294. It is with fome fatisfaGtion T fee Mr. Sheridan:

adopt this pronunciation of thefe terminations, though his
manner of fpelling them is too apt to incline us to a. too
dofe contradlion of them. Nor can I conceive. why he
thould fpell melodious, me-lo-dzhus,.and commodious, com-
mo-dyus, as there can be no poffible difference in the found
of the terminations. If the y is diftinly pronounced, it
fuﬂicicntly exprefles the afpiration of the d; and is, in my
opinion, the preferable mode of dehnatmg the found, as it
keeps the two laft fyl]ables from uniting too clofely.
Where 'analogy, therefore, is fo clear, and cuftom fo du-
bious, we ought not to hefitate 2 mom&nt at pronouncing
edious, tedious, perfidious, fafliaious, invidious, compendious,

meladsous, commidions, preludieus, and fludieus, as if written |

é-je-ous, te-je-ous, &c. or rather ¢-dyus, te-dyus, &c. ; nor

| dilboes; it is founded exaétly like long open o.

| word oeiliads (glanccs)
defire of keeping as near as poffible to the orthography, is ;
apt to prevent the 4 from going into j, and to make us.
On the other hand, the vul- |

oy
thould we forget that Indian comes under the fame ana-
logy, and ought, though coritrary to refpeiable ufage,
to be pronounced as if writtem: /ndyar, and” nearly as.
In-je-an, (376).

04..

295. This diphthong is regularly pronounced as the"
long open found of o, as in buat, coat, sat, coal, loaf, &c.
The only exceptions are, broad, abroad, great, which found
as if written brawd, abrawd, grawt. QOatmesl ig fome-
times pronounced. of-meal, but feems to be recovering d!::
long found of q,.as in cat..

OE.

296. Whether it be proper to retain the o in this diph-
thong, or to banith it from our orthography, as Dr. John-
fon advifes,. certain it is, that it is always: pronounced like
fingle ¢, and comes entirely under the fame laws as that
vowel. Thus, whea it endsa fyllable, with the accent upon-
it, it is long, as in An-tee-ci, Peri-oe-ci, 'When under the-
fecondary.accent, in oec-umenical, oec-onomics, it is like e
fhort. It is long e in foe-tus, and fhort e in - fort-¢d and
aﬂisz{u’da In doe, foe, floc, toe, throe, bee (to dig),. amd
In cunce
and fboe, like 00, as if written canoo and fhoo ; and in the.
verb-does, like fhort u, . as if written duz.

OEL.

297. There is but one word” where this tnphthong
eccurs, and that is in Shakefpeare’s King Lear, jn the
If it were neceflafy to pronounce
it, in my oplmon it ought to be founded as if written
e-il-yads.

. OEU..
298. This diphthong is from the French, in the word

manseuvre ; a word, within thefe few years, of very gene-
ral ufe in our language. It is not'in Johnfon, and the
0¥ is gcnerally pronounced by thofe who can pronounce
French, in the French manner ; but this is fuch a found
of the x as does not exift in Englifh, and therefore it can-
not be defcribed. The neareft found is o0 ; with which,
if this word is pronounced by an Englith fpeaker, as if
written manooure, it may, except with very nice Erench
cars, cfcape criticifm.

ol

299. The general, and almoft univerfal found of this-
diphthong, is that of @ in water, and the firft ¢ in me-tre.
This double found is very diftinguifhable in oil, toil, fpoil,
Jainty point, anoint, &c. which found ought to be carefully
preferved, as there is a very prevalent praﬂlcc among the -
vulgar of dtopping the o, and pronouncing thefe words as-
if written bil, tile, fpile, &c.

B % M
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300. The onlyinftance which admits of a doubt in
he found of this diphthong, when under the accent, is, in
the word chatr ; but this word is now fo much more fre-
quently written guire, that uniformity ftrongly inclines us
to pronounce the o/ in chair like long 7, and which, by the
common orthography, feems fixed beyond recovery. But
it may be obferved, that either the fpelling or the pronun-
ciation of Chorifler, commonly pronounced Quirifter, ought
to be altered, See the words. :

301, When this diphthong is not under the accent, it
is varioufly promounced. Dr. Kenrick places the accent
on the firft fyllable of turcois, and, for I know not what
reafon, pronounces it as if written turkiz ; and turkors with
the o/ broad, as in boys. Mr. Sheridan places the accent
on the fecond fyllable, and gives the diphthong the French
found, as if the word was written furkaze. In my opinion
the beft orthography is turgueife, and the beft pronuncia-
tion with the accent on the laft. fyllable, and the ¢ founded
like long e, as if written furkeeze : as we pronounce fortoife,
with the accent on the firft fyllable, and the o like thort s,
as if written tortiz.

302. In aquoirdupsis, the firft diphthong is pronounced
like fhort e, as if written averdupoife.

303. In connoiffeur the fame found of ¢ is fubftituted,
as if written conneffeur. .

304. In fhamais, or chameis, a fpecies of leather, th
oi is pronounced like long ¢, as if written foammee.

305. Adroit and devoir, two fearcely naturalized French
words, have the o regular.

00.

206. The found of this diphthong is regular, except
in a few words. It is pronounced long in moon, foom, fool,
rood, food, mood, &c. ‘This is its regular found.

307. It has a fhorter found correfponding to the « in
Budl, in the words wosl, wood, gaed, hoed, foot, flood, under-
Slooad: and thcfe are the only words where this diphthong
has this middle found.

308. It has the found of fhort « in the two words blood
and flood, thyming with mud.

309. Soot is vulgarly pronounced fo as to rhyme with
Lut, but, &c. but ought to have its long, -regular found,
vhyming with ds07 ; as we always hear it in the com-
pound fasfy. See the word.

3106, Door and flosr are univerfally pronounced by the
Englith as if written dore and flore ; but in Ireland they
preferve the regular found of oo,

311. Moor, a black man, is regular in polite pronun-
ciation, and like more in vulgar.  Mobor, a marfh, is fome-
times heard rhyming with ffore ; but more correét fpeakers
*pronounce it regularly, rhyming with poor.

OU.

‘312, This found is the moft irregular affemblage of
words in our language. Its moft common found is that
2
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 heard in bound, found, ground, bee. and dhis may be called

its proper found ; but its deviations are fo many and fo
various, that the beft idea of it will be conveyed by givirg
the fimples of all its different founds.

313. The firft or proper found of this diphthong {s
compofed of the ain all, and the oo in wos, or rather the
u in ball, and is equivalent to the ow in down, frown, &e.
This found is heard in abound, about, account, accouflics,
aground, aloud, amount, around, aroufe, afound, avouch,
bough, bounce, bound, bounty, bounteous, bout, caroufe,
choufe, cloud, clough, clout, clouterly, compound, couch,
couchant, creuch, deflour, devour, devout, doubt, doubtful,
drought, doughty, doufe, encounter, efpoufe, expound, flout,
SJoul, flounder, found, foundling, fountain, froufy, glout,
gout (a difeafe), ground, grout, hound, hour, houfe, impeund,
loud, lounge, loufe, lout, mound, moumtain, mountebank,
moufe, mouth, noun, .ounce, our, ouft, out, outer, eutermoft,
parameunt, plough, pouch, pounce, pound, pout, prafound,
pronounce, propound, proud, rebound, recount, redoubt, re-
doubted, redound, rencounter, round, roundelay, roufe, rout,
Jeoundrel, feour, feout, fhout, fhroud, flouch, [ponfe, [pout,
Jprout, flout, [urround, fouth, thou, thoufand, toufe, trounce,
troufers, trout, wound (did wind), flough (2 miry place),
vouch, vouchfafe, without, and in pronoun and fearamouch';
gough, in thefe words, the accent is not on the diph-

ong.

3134. The fecond found is that of thort # in bud, and is
heard in the following words and their compounds:
Adjourn, jeurney, journal, bourgeon, country, coufin, couple,
accouple, double, trouble, courteous, courtefy, courage, en-
courage, jouft, gournet, houfewife, flourifh, mounch, nourifk,
enough, chough, rough, tough, flough (a caft fkin), feourge,
Joutherly, fouthern, fouthernwood, fouthward, toueb, touchy,
young, younker, and young fler, but foutbern, foutherly, and
Jouthward, are fometimes pronounced regularly like fouth :
this, however, is far from the prevailing pronunciation.
This is the found this diphthong always has when the ac<
cent is not on it, unlefs in very few inftances, where the
compound retains the found of the fimple, as in promoun ;
but in fojourn and fajourner, with the accent on the firft
fyllable, and in every unaccented termination, in our and
aus, this diphthong has exaétly the found of fhort . Thus
favour, honour, and famous," are pronounced as if written
Savur, bonur, and famus.

315. The third found given to thefe vowels is that of oo -
in coo and woo (39) ; and is found in the following words :
Bouge, croup, group, aggroup, amour, paramour, boufe,
bouly, boutefeu, capouch, cartouch, fourbe, gout (1afte), and
ragout (pronounced goo and ragoo), rendezvous, rouge,
Joup, fous (pronounced foo), furtout, through, throughly,
foupee or ftoupet, you, your, youth, tour, contour, tourney,
tournay, tournament, pour, and route (a road), accoutre,
billet doux, agouti, uncouth, wound (a hurt), and routine

(a beaten road), though the diphthong on the latter has not
the accent. See TOURNEY.
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- 316, The verb 'to peur is fomctises proioinced to
pere, and fometimes to posr; in each cafe it interferes
with 2 word of a differet fignification, and the beft pro-
nunciativn, which is that fimilar to power, is as littke lisbic
to that exception as cither of the others. See the word.

317. To wound is fometimes pronounced fo as to rhyme
with found ; but this is diretly contrary to the bet ufage ;
but route (7 road, as to take a different rsute ), is often pro-
nounced fo as to thyme with deuds by refpe@able fpeakers.

318. The fourth found of this diphthong is that
of long open o, and is heard in the following words ;
theugh, although, coulter, coirt, accourt, gourd, courtier,
courfe, difcourfe, fource, recourfe, refource, bourn, dough,
dongly, four, mould, mouldy, moult, mourn, [boulder, fmoul-
der, foul, poultice, poult, pallerer, poultry, troul (to roll
fmootbly, marked by Mr. Sheridan as rhyming with 4o,
but more properly by Dr. Kenrick with roli), and boreuph,
therough, furlough, fourteen, concourfe, and intercourfe, pre-
ferve the diphthong in the found of long o, though not
under the accent.

319. The fifth found of ox is like the noun awe, and
is heard only in the following words : ought, bought,
braght, fought, befought, fought, nought, thought, methought,
wraught.

320. The fixth found is that of thort o, or the u in
dull, and is heard only in the auxiliary verbs would, could,
fwld, thyming with goed, hood, floed, &c.

321. The feventh found is that of fhort o, dnd heard
only in the words cough, and trough; thyming exa@ly
with off and feoff : and in Jough and fbough, pronounced
lck and fbock.

) ow.

322. The elementary found of this diphthong is the
fame as the firft found of ou, and is heard in how, now, &c.
but the found of long o obtains in fo many inftances, that
it will be neceffary to give a catalogue of both.

323. The general found, as the clementary found may
be called, is heard in new, bow, bow (a mark of refped),
maw (a heap of barley, &c.) cow, brow, broum, browfe,

pow, fow, vow, wvow, allow, difallow, endow, down, clown, .

Jroum, town, croun, drown, gown, renown, dowager, doudy,
dower, dowre, dowry, dowery, dnwlas, drowfe, drowfy, flower,
bower, lower (to look gloomy) power, powder, prowefs,
prow, prowl, vowel, tewel, bower, rowel, feowl, crowd,
Prwer, tower, fowins, fowl, thowl, lw (to bellow as a
cow). This word is generally pronounced as Jow, not
bigh ; but if cuftom, in this cafe, has not abfolutely de-
tided, it ought, in my opinion, to have the firft found of
this diphthong, rhyming with betw, as much more expreflive
of the noife it fignifies ; which, where founds are the ideas
t0 be exprefled, ought to have great weight in pronunciation,
(341) (251).

324. The fecond found of this diphthong is heard in
dw, flow, crow, grow, Siow, ghw, bow (to thoot with),

29
know, loww (not high), maw (to cut gﬂ"sy, row, fbow, [,
(to featter grain) fircte, “flow, fniw, trow, belew, !:flow,
own, owner, flron, Sreward, tsward, grown, grewth, knw,
Brown, fown, Inver (to bring low), thraw, thrown; inall
thefe words the ow founds like long o in go, ms, fo, &c.
225. The noun prozw, fignifving the forepart of a {kip,
rhymes with go in Mr. Sheridan, and with now in Dr.
Kenrick. The latter is, in my opinion, the preferable
found ; while the verb'to grsel (to feck for prey) rhymes
with ol according to Mr. Sheridan, and with fu/ accord-
ing to Dr. Kenrick : the latter has the old fpelling firole
to plead, but the former has, in my opinion, both analogy
and the beft ufage on its fide. Both thefe wiiters unite ia
giving the firft found of this diphthong to prowefs ; which

is unqueftionably the true pronunciation. Sce to ProwL.

226. The proper names How, Howel, Hiaward, and
Patuel, generally are heard with the firft found of this diph-
thong, as in how, new, &c. but Howes and Stow (the hil-
torian) commonly rhyme with kncws and bnow. Heward,
among people of rank, is generally pronounced with the
fecond found, rhyming with froward ; and Grofvenor, as
if written Gravenor.

4 S0 much they hate the crowd, that if the throng

. 4¢ By chance go right, they purpofely go wrong."  Pepe.
Snowdon is frequently pronounced with the firft found of
ow ; but the fecond found feems preferable ; as it is not
improbable that thefe mountains had their name, like the
Alps, from the fnow on their tops.

327. When this diphthong is in a final unaccented
fyllable it has always the fecond found, like long o, in bor-
row, forrew, fellow, willow, &c. The vulgar fhorten this
found, and pronounce the ¢ obfeurely, and fometimes as if
followed by r, as winder and feller, for window and fellnw ;
but this is almoft too defpicable for notice. Good fpeakers
preferve the diphthong in this fituation as diftin& as if the
accent were on it, and give it the full found of open o,
rthyming with mo, /o, &c.

328. Thisdiphthong, in the word knmowledge, has of
late years undergone a confiderable revolution. Some
fpeakers, who had the regularity of their language at heart,
were grieved to fece the compound depart fo far from the
found of the fimple, and with heroic fortitude have oppofed
the multitude by pronouncing the firft fyllable of this word
as it is heard in the verb to k1ow. The pulpit and the
bar have for fome years given a fan&ion to this pronun-
ciation ; but the femate and the ftage hold out inflexibly
againft it; and the nation at large feem infenfible of the
improvement. They fill continue to pronounce, as in the
old ludicrous rhymeg—— .

¢ Among the mighty men of dnctwiedge,
¢ That are profeflors at Grefham College.”

But if ever this word fhould have the good fortune to be
reftored to its rights, it would be but charity to endeavour
the reftoration of a great number of words in a fimilar




e
ﬁt'nation, fuch as breakfaft, vineyard, bewilder, meadow,
bearken, pleafure, whitfler, [bephevd, windward, and a long
catalogue of feilow fufferers, (515). But before we en-
deavour this reftoration we thould confider, that contra&ing
the found of the fimple, when it acquires an additional fyl-
Jable, is an idiom of pronunciation to which our language
is extremely prone ; nor is it certain that croffing this ten-
dency would produce any real advantage ; at leaft, not fuf-
ficient to counterbalance the diverfity of pronunciation which
muft for a long time prevail, and which muft neceffarily
call off our attention from things to words. Sec Encli-
tical Termination.

or.

329. This diphthong is but another form for oi, and
is pronounced exad@lly like it. When alloy is written
with this diphthong, it ought never to be pronounced allay.
Cuftom feems to have appropriated the former word to
‘the noun, and the latter to the verb; for the fake of con-
ﬁﬁemy, it were to be withed it were always written allay ;
but it is not to be expected that poets will give up fo good
a rhyme to jzy, cly, and defiroy.

330. The only word in which this diphthong is not
under the accent, is the proper name Savoy: for favoy, 2

- plant, has the accent on the focond fyllable ; but the diph-
thong in both is pronounced in the fame manner.

UA.

331. When the & in this diphthong is pronounced, the
u has the power of w, which unites both into one fyllable;
thus antiquate, antiquary, affuage, perfuade, equal, language,
&ec. are pronounced antikwate, antikwary, affwage, pn_-/wade,
ekewal, langwage, &c.

332. The u in this diphthong is filent, in guard, guar-
diun, guarantee, and piguant ; pronounced gard, gardian,
garuntee, and pikant, (9 2).

333. In Muntua, the town of Italy, both vowels are
heard diftin<tly. The fame may be obferved of the habit
fo called ; tut in mantuamaker vulgarity has funk the q,
and made it mantumaker.  The fame vulgarity at firft, but
now finétioned by univerfal cuftom, has funk both letters
in wiétuals, and its compounds wv:iétualling and viftualler,
pronounced, vittles, vittling, and vittler. See MANTUA.

UE.

334. This diphthong, like ua, when it forms only one
-fyllable,and both letters are pronounced, has the « founded
likc w; as confuetude, deffuetude, and manfuetude, which
are pronounced confwetude, deffwetude, and manfwetude.
Thus congueft is pronounced according to the general rule,
as if written conkwef? ; but the verb to conguer has unac-
countably deviated into conker, particularly upon the ftage.
This error, however, feems not t9 be fo rooted in the ge-
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neral ear as to be above coméhon and andlogy un(hubt.
edly demands conkwer.

335. This diphthong, when in a final fyllable, finks
the ¢, as clue, cue, due, blue, glue, bue, Sfluey rue, fue, true,
mue, accrue, enfue, endue, imbue, imbrue, purfue, fubdue,
perdue, argue, refidue, avenue, revenue, continue, retinue, con-
Shruey flatue, tiffue, iffue, virtue, value, ague ; in all thefe
words, whether the accent be on the diphthong «e or not,
it is pronounced like long open u. When the accent is
not on this diphthong as in the latter portion of thefe words
from argue, it is apt to be fecbly and indiftinQly pro-
nounced, and therefore care ought to be taken to found it
as if thefe words were written argew, refidew, &c. 1In
T uefday, uthough not ending a fyllable, the diphthong is.
pronounced in the fame manner.

336. In fome words the « is filent, and the e pro-
nounced fhort, as in guefs, guefl, guerkin, guerdon, where
the 4 als as a fervile to preferve the g hard. b

337. Infome words both the vowels are funk, as in
antigue, oblique, league, feague, teague, colleague, plagus,
vague, intrigue, fatigue, harangue, tongue, difembogue, eollogue,
rogue, prorigue, brogue, fugue; in all which the e is
filent, and the ¢ pronounced hard. The ¢ in antique and
oblique is pronounced like %, as if the words were writtem
anteek and oblike. )

338. The terminations in ogue, from the Greek, are
pronounced in the fame manner. Thus pedagogue, de-
magogue, ply/magogue, menagogue, emmenagoguc, fymagogues
myflagogue, decalsgue, dialogue, trialegue, catalogue, thes-
logue, eclogue, monologue, prologue, and epilogue, are all pro-
nounced as if written pedagog, demagag, &c.

339. This diphthong after r becomes oo,
is pronounced treo.’

Thus trus

4/ 8

340. The u in this diphthong, as in vz and we, when
both vowcls are pronounced without forming two fyllables,
is pronounced like w ; thus languid, anguifb, languifb, ex-
tinguifb, di ﬁmgw_/b, relinquifb, vanguifb, linguifly penguin,
Yurfuivant, guiacum, are pronounced as if written langwid,
angwifb, &c. and cuifs and cuiffes, as if written dwifs and
kwiffes, and cuirafs, kwirafs.

341. The u is filent, and the i pronounced long,
in guide, difguife, guile, and beguile ; but the w is filent,
and the ¢ thort, in guild, build, guilt, guinea, guitar.
Guild, in Guildball, is, by the lower people of London,
pronounced fo as to thyme with child ; but this is dire@tly
oppofite to the beft ufage, and contrary to its etymalogy 3
as it is a compound of guild (a corporation, always pro-
nounced like the verb to gild), and ball. Dr. Jones, who
wrote in Queen Annc’s time, tells us it was then pro~
nounced as if written Gildball. In circuit and bifcuit the
u is merely fervile ; in both the ¢ is hard, and the ¢ fhort,
as if written furkit and bifket. Conduit is_pronounced
eondit. —

: ~ .
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242. In juice, Mdice, fust, and purfuit, thei is filent,
& the u has its diphthongal found, as'if preceded by e,
end the words were written fewee, jewce, fewt, purfewt.

343. When this diphthong is preceded by 7, it is
pronounced like a; thus bruife, cruife, fruit, bruit, re-
cruit, are pronounced as if written braofe, crooze, broot,

Jrost, recraot, (339:)

%44. Theu in this diphthong, as in the three laft, is
pronounced like w in gquate, quota, quotation, quotient, quo-
tidsan, quorum, gquondam, filiquofe, quoth, as if written
kunte, kwota, kwotation, &c. Coif and coit, commonly
pronounced #woif and kwat, do not come under this
dafs. Scc the words.

ur.

345. This diphthong, with the accent on it, finks the
&, and pronounces the y like long 7 ; thus buy, the only
word where uy has the accent, rhymes with dry, fly, &c.
When the accent is not on this diphthong it is founded
like long ¢, as plaguy, roguy, gluy, pronounced pla-guee,
ro-guee, glu-ee. The fame may be obferved of abloguy,
enbiloguy, pauciloquy, [foliloquy, ventrilequy, alloguy, calloguy,

oblo-quee, ambils-quee, &c.

vor.

346. This diphthong is found only in the word Juoy,
onounced as if written dwsy, but too often exa&ly like
. This, however, is an impropriety which ought to be
avoided by corre fpeakers. '

OF THE CONSONANTS.

8.

347. WHEN b follows m in the fame fyllable it is
generally filent, as in lamb, kemb, limb, comb, dumd, &c.
except accumb and fuccumb. It is filent alfo before ¢
In the fame fyllable, as in dedt, doubt, redoubt, redoubted,
and their compounds. It is filent before #, when not in
the fame fyllable, in the word fubtle (cunning), often inac-
curately ufed for fubtile (fine), where the J is always pro-
nounced.  Inthe mathematical term rhomb the & is always
beard, and the word pronounced as if written rhumé.
Ambs-ace is pronounced Aims-ace. )

C.

348. Cis always heard like % before @, o, and », as
sard, cord, curd ; and foft, like 5 before ¢, ipand y, as
o, city, eynic, ’

38

349. When ¢ ends a word, or fyllable, it is alwais
hard, as in mufic, flaccid, fic-city, pronounced mifik,
Sflack-fid, fick-fity. Scc EXAGGERATE.

350. In the word feeptic, where the firft ¢, according
to analogy, ought to be pronounced like s, Dr. Johnfun
has not only given his approbation to th