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Fifteenth Triennial Sessions

Acts and Proceedings of the General Synod of the

Reformed Church in the United States.

Synod convened agreeably to adjournment in Zion's

Reformed Giurch, Allentown, Pa., in the month of May,

A. D. 1905.

The Sessions of Synod began, May i6th, with an evening

service, and continued until May 24th, at 4 P. M.

ARTICLE I.

OPENING OF THE SYNOD.

The General Synod of the Reformed Church in the United

States convened in Zion's Reformed Church, Allentown, Pa.,

on Tuesday evening. May 16, 1905, at 8 o'clock. The

altar services were conducted by Rev. Samuel R. Bridenbaugh,

D.D. The opening sermon was preached by Rev. John H.

Prugh, D.D., the retiring President, from the text recorded in

Eph. 4 :3-6, "Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in

the bond of peace."

After the delivery of the sermon, the session for business

was formally opened with prayer. The pastor, Rev. H. M. J.

Klein, in a brief address, tendered, to the members of General

Synod, a generous welcome.

The Roll Clerk informed the President that a quorum was

present.

Rev. A. E. Dahlman, D.D., was elected President, and

Rev. John Bachman, D.D., assistant clerk. At this juncture, the

retiring President, Dr. John H. Prugh, for twenty-five years

pastor of Grace Reformed Church, Pittsburg, Pa., presented to

the President-elect a gavel made from the wood of the historic

Grace Reformed Church, in which, in 1863, the General Synod

effected its organization.



ARTICLE II.

MEMBERS PRESENT.

Eastern Synod.

East Pennsylvania Classis—Ministers: John F. DeLong, D.D.,

Wilson F. More, Gust. A. Schwedes, H. H. Sangree. Elders: Jacob

Rader, Thomas A. Kichline, Howard R. Knecht, A. A. Laubach.

Lebanon Classis—Ministers: J. Lewis Fluck, V. W. Dippell,

Ph.D., William F. DeLong. Elders: John L. Saylor, John B. Stoudt,

Samuel Moyer.

Philadelphia Classis—Ministers: Joseph H. Hendricks, D.D., H.

W. Bright, J. M. S. Isenberg, E. F. Weist, Dr. H. T. Spangler. Elders:

John E. Bossert, James Buchanan, Jacob S. Sechler, William Ebert,

Abraham Schwenk.

Lancaster Classis—Ministers: Dr. John A. Stahr, James G. Deng-

ler, Jon. H. Pannebecker, D.D., William F. Lichliter. J. Hunter Watts.

Elders: George A. Hollinger, John J. Nissley, John W. Appel, Frank

A. Suter, Ellwood S. Snyder.

East Susquehanna Classis—Ministers: Simon P. Brown, Charles

B. Schneder, Clement D. Kressley. Elders: J. William Ritz, J. F.

Witmer.

West Susquehanna Classis—Ministers: Albert A. Black, K.

Otis Spessard. Elders: Jared Harper, John Hoy, Jr.

Tohickon C\.\ss\?,—Ministers: Jacob J. Rothtrock, Franklin P.

Mohr. Elders: Titus W. Weaver, Joseph G. Moyer.

Goshenhoppen Classis—Ministers: Charles S. Weand, L. Kryder

Evans, D.D. Elders: Llewellyn Leinbach ; Oswin C. Keiper.

Lehigh Classis—Ministers: Theodore F. Hermann, Geo. P. Stem^

George W. Richards, D.D., Elijah E. Kresge. Elders: Charles L. Hot-

tenstein, John S. Yeager, Lewis P. Hecker, N. C. E. Guth, M.D.

Schuylkill Classis—Ministers: Zwingli A. Yearick, Titus C.

Strock. Elders: M. H. Master, George F. Morgan.

Wyoming Classis—Ministers: Tilgh. O. Stem, D. W. Ebbert, D.D.,

J. D. Thomas. Elders: A. Oswald, Daniel dinger.

Reading Classis—Ministers: H. Y. Stoner, James R. Brown, S. R.

Bridenbaugh, D.D. Elders: A. S. Raudenbush, M.D., R. M. Hoffman,

J. S. Wise.

Ohio Synod.

Miami Classis—Ministers: William A. Hale, D.D., Henry S. Gek-

eler, Joseph P. Alden. Elders: Frank P. Brown, James M. Wilson,

David L Prugh.

Lancaster Classis—Ministers: Lewis B. C. Lahr, D.D., Solomon

W. Seemann, D.D.



Tuscarawas Classis—Ministers: James S. Freeman, Charles E.

Ewing, Isaiah N. Burger. Elders: Peter Ault, W. D. Oberlin, A. O.

Foltz.

Tiffin CLA?.sis^Miiiislers : James H. Steele, D.D., C. E. Miller,

H. J. Christman, A. C. Shuman. lihiers: P. H. Riehm, J. S. Loose, A. L.

Shofer, I. I. Good.

Eastern Ohio Ci-ASSIs—Ministers: George H. Souder, D.D.,

George W. Beaver, Harvey E. Kilmer. Elders: Marcus Coy, John G.

Roulette.

St. Joseph Classis—Ministers: Harvey A. Welker, Allen K.

Zartman, D.D. Elder: Benjamin Ashbaucher.

Synod of the Northwest.

Zion's Classis—Ministers: Philip Ruhl, A. C. Pretzer. Elders:

Matt. Kirsch, Peter Hensel.

Sheboygan Classis—Minister: Henry Albert Meier, D.D.

Indiana Classis—Ministers : E. Vornholt, J. Otto Vitz, John F.

Winter. Elders: F. H. Miller, M. Bach, Adam Wolf.

Milwaukee Classis—Ministers: Henry C. Nott, Carl Heyl.

Minnesota Classis—Minister: Gottfried D. EUiker.

Nebraska Classis—
Ursinus Classis—Minister: Edw. E. Gruenstein.

Missouri Classis—W. F. Horstmeier.

Chicago Classis—
South Dakota Classis—
Portland, Oregon, Classis—
Manitoba Classis—Minister: William Hansen.

Pittsburgh Synod.

Westmoreland Classis—Ministers: D. Snider Stephan, Charles

E. Wagner, Henry S. Garner. Elders: James P. Kegg, Eli Sell, Joseph

Eisaman.

Clarion Classis—Ministers: Robert E. Crum, D. E. Master.

Elders: Theo. Kratzer, Lewis Schock.

St. Paul's Classis—Ministers: William F. Muir, John L.

Barnhart. Elders: W. A. Graber, H. A. Beachler.

Somerset Classis—Ministers: William C. Sykes, Homer S. May.

Elder: M. H. Kremer.

Allegheny Classis—Ministers: J. Grant Walker, John A.

Leuzinger, Charles H. Faust. Elders: H. F. Te.xter, W. A. Bowling,

P. W. Siebert.

Synod of the Potomac.

Zion's Classis—Ministers: Francis C. Yost, D.D., Oliver P.

Schellhamer. Elders: Oscar O. Ettline, Henry Innerst.

Maryland Classis—Ministers.- J. Spangler Kiefifer, D.D., Edmund



R. Eschbach, D.D., Conrad Clever, D.D., Jas. M. Mullan. Elders:

Ephraim Corman, Adrian McCardell, Jacob H. Cost, William H. Harry,

John Gassman.

Mercersburg Classis—Ministers: Gideon P. Fisher, Jonas B.

Shontz. Elders: Hon. M. A. Foltz, Thomas G. Zarger.

Virginia Classis—Ministers: John A. Hofifheins, D.D., Nehemiah
H. Skyles. Elders: Jacob Z. Fravel, Richard L. Gray.

North Carolina Classis—Ministers: Joseph L. Murphy, D.D.,

Jacob Albert Leonard, Calvin B. Heller.

Gettysburg Classis—Ministers: Silas P. Mauger, Francis S.

Lindaman. Elders: Andrew R. Brodbeck, Horatio T. Weaver.

Carlisle Classis—Ministers: J. Thomas Fox, Miles O. Noll.

Elders: Dr. E. A. Shulenberger, Philip Fickes.

Juniata Classis—Ministers: Daniel G. Hetrick, Warren J.

Johnson. Elders: Frank S. Richards, John P. Ciippett.

German Synod of the East.

New York Classis—Ministers: Wentzel Walenta, Paul H. Schnatz.

Elders: Christian W. Pfarrer, Peter Bletzer.

West New York Classis—Ministers: A. E. Dahlman, D.D., W.
Bellman. Elders: William Gottwald, Frantz von Tacky.

German Philadelphia Classis—Ministers: F. W. Berleman, D.D.,

P. H. Dippell, D.D., Ph. Vollmer, D.D. Elders: H. Gross, C. Cast.

German Maryland Classis—Minister: J. Samuel Kosover. Elder:

H. Haupt.

Central Synod.

Erie Classis—Ministers: J. Henry C. Roentgen, D.D., F. William

Leich, Henry Schmidt. Elders: Christian Saupe, J. Brenner.

Heidelberg Classis—Ministers: Daniel Burkhalter, Chas. M.

Schaaf, D.D., Paul H. Land. Elders: John S. Zimmerman, Auch
Michael, Gottfried Kuentzel.

St. John's Classis—Ministers: Frederick C. Nau, Theodore

BolHger, Edw. C. Stuebi. Elders: John Kaderly, William Ott,

Charles Seeman.

Cincinnati Classis—Ministers: Louis H. Kunst, John H. Rettig.

Elder: Henry W. Tuechter.

Toledo Classis—Ministers: J. G. Steinert, George Engelmann.

Elders: Fred J. Brand, Peter Schuck.

Synod of the Interior.

Illinois Classis—Ministers: Solomon Ream, John C. Horning.

Elder: August F. Korf.

Iowa Classis—Ministers: John N. Naly, D. F. Boomershine.

Elder: George W. Davis.



Kansas ChASSis-Mviistcrs: William F. Curtis, J. A. Hunsicker.

Elders: Fred Isely, A. L. Rauch.

Wichita Classis—Ministers: Lawrence S. Faust, Dennis B. Shuey.

Elder: James T. Tredway.

Lincoln Ci^assis—Ministers: Rev. P. U. Orr.

Vacant Seats Occupied by Secundi.

EASTERN SYNOD.

Philadell^hia Classis-Rtv. Charles B. Alspach, secundus, occupied the

seat of Rev. Joseph H. Hendricks, the seventh and eighth sessions

;

and Elder F. G. Hobson, the seat of John E. Bossert, the second and

third sessions.

Reading Classis-Rc^'s. C. E. Schaeffer and Thomas A. Dickert occupied

the seats of the primarii, H. Y. Stoner and James R. Brown, at the

ei-hth session; and Elder Charles E. Dieffendcrfer, secundus,

occupied the seat of Elder R. M. Hoffman, primarius. the second

and third sessions.

Westmoreland Classis-Rcv. Cyrus Cort, D.D., secundus, occupied the

seat of Henry S. Garner, primarius, the first, sixth and eighth

sessions. . ,

North Carolina Classis-Rex. George A. Snyder, secundus, occupied

the seat of Rev. Joseph L. Murphy, primarius. from the sixth to

the eighth session; and Rev. William B. Dettera, at the sixth

session, the seat of Rev. Calvin B. Heller.

Carlisle Classis-Rev. Monroe U. Noacher, secundus, occupied the

seat of Rev. J. Thomas Fox, primarius, from the sixth session to

the close of the session.

Advisory Members Present.

To the General Synod:
, ,r- • •

Your Committee on the List of Advisory Members and Visiting

Clergymen, begs leave to report:
, , „

The Enrollment Clerk has reported to the Committee, the following

names, which have been arranged in the order of Synods and Classes

:

EASTERN SYNOD.

East Pennsvhania Classis-Revs. J. E. Smith, D.D.. George J.

Lisberger, Jacob G. Rupp, William H. Brong, Moses N. George,

A P Frantz, Henry H. Rupp. David Scheirer, Paul S. Leinbach,

F A Guth, Robert F. Reed, F. W. Smith, L M. Beaver, O. H. E.

Rauch, Frederick C. Seitz, W. H. Miller, J. E. Freeman.

Lebanon Classis-Re^s. W D. Donat, Samuel A. Leinbach, Thomas C.

Leinbach, L Calvin Fisher, Paul J. Dundore. E. S. Bromer, F. S.

Bromer; Elders George W. Stein, S. P. Heilman, M.D.
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Philadelphia Classis—Revs. George H. Miller, C. A. Santee, A. S.

Bromer, Abner S. Dechant, A. O. Reiter, C. J. Musser, D.D., D. N.
Dittniar, Benoni Bates, Rufus C. Zartman, D.D., Charles B.

Anspach, H. E. Jones, Calvin D. Yost, F. H. Fisher, Charles Case,

Charles E. Slinghoff, E. C. Hibshman, A. H. Hibshman, Ph.D.,

S. L. Messinger, S.T.D., E. D. Miller, Henry Spies.

Lancaster Classis—Revs. Tilghman Derr, A. C. Whitmer, D. B.

Schneder, D.D., J. A. Wickert, J. Ranch Stein, Christopher Noss,

Edwin W. Lentz, John P. Dieffenderfer, W. Stuart Cramer, Ellis

N. Kremer, D.D., Stephen Schweitzer, Thomas S. Land.
East Susquehanna Classis—Rev. I. M. Bachman.
JVest Susquehanna Classis—Revs. R. Leighton Gerhart, D.D., William

Edwin Hoy, D.D., Frank E. Lauffer, D. M. Wolf, D.D. ; Elder J.

Wells Evans.

Tohickon Classis—Revs. Jacob Kehm, A. B. Koplin, D.D., Titus M.
Weaver, I. O. Schell, B. F. Luckenbill, J. O. Lindaman, Elmer S.

Noll, J. G. Dubbs.

Goshenhoppen Classis—Revs. C. M. DeLong, D. K. Laudenslager.

Lehigh Classis—Revs. A. R. Bartholomew, D.D., N. W. Helfrich, M. F.

Miller, D. A. Winter, W. W. Deatrick, Scott R. Wagner, Samuel
G. Wagner, D.D., Robert M. Kern, Thomas H. Krick, H. L.

Fogelman, A. J. Herman, M. H. Brenzinger, Calvin P. Wehr, August
Piscator, J. P. Bachman, Theodore F. Herman, H. M. J. Klein,

Simon Sipple, Licentiate William George Seiple, Ph.D.

Schuylkill Classis—S. L. Whitmore, D.D., George N. Hartman, J. G.

Kerschner, J. J. Fisher, C. E. Bartholomew.

IVyoming Classis—S. E. Stofflet, W. D. Happel, William Toennes, A. P.

Steinebrey, 1. B. Kerschner, Carl G. Petri, Charles D. Lerch, E. M.
Beck, J. D. Thomas.

Reading Classis—Revs. John Ph. Stein, C. E. Creitz, Henry H. Ranck,

Thomas H. Leinbach, J. F. Moyer, Thomas W. Dickert, C. E.

Schaeffer, Rufus W. Miller, D.D., Benjamin Bausman, D.D.,

Thomas M. Yundt, H. K. Binikley; Elders Johm P. Luf-t, Charles

H. Leinbach, J. H. 'Stein.

OHIO SYNOD.

Miami Classis—Elders Horace Aukeny, D. L Prugh.

Lancaster Classis—Rev. J. J. Leberman, D.D.

Tiffin Classis—Rev. A. E. Baickley, Licentiate J. F. Steiner (appointed

missionary to Japan).

Eastern Ohio Classis—Revs. A. V. Casselman, E. D. Wettach, D.D.
St. Joseph Classis—Rev. Nevin B. Mathes.

Tuscarawas Classis—Rev. J. H. Bomberger, D.D.

SYNOD OF THE NORTHWEST.

Indiana Classis—Revs. C. F. Kriete, D.D., C. Hassel.



SYNOD OK riTTSBURG.

Westmoreland Classis—Rev^. D. A. Souders, A. J. Heller, D.D., J.

Harvey Mickley, D. H. Leader, Edwin D. Bright; Elder William

R. Barnhart.

Clarion Classis—Revs. S. U. Waganian, R. C. Bowling, U. O. H.

Kerschner.

St. Paul Classis—Elder Frederick H. Keller.

Allegheny Classis—Re\'s. John Hassler Prugh, D.D., D. B. Lady, D.D.,

D. N. Harnish, Lewis Robb, Alpha K. Kline, A. J. Collison, E. H.

Laubauch.

Somerset Classis—Rev. H. H. Wiant.

SYNOD OF THE POTOMAC.

Zion's Classi.s—Re\s. H. H. Apple, E. Bruce Lytle, Hiram J. Hillegas,

Robert Lee Bair, E. E. Emhoff; Elder Israel Laucks.

Maryland Classis—Revs. J. W. Santee, D.D., E. R. Deatrick, B.D.,

S. S. Miller, Joel T. Rossiter, D.D., J. M. Schick, J. Stewart

Hartman, Eugene L. McLean.

Mercersburg Classis—Revs. J. B. Shontz, P. A. DeLong, E. F. Faust,

William C. Schaeffer, D.D.

llrginia Classis—Revs. T. J. Hacker, D.D., A. Theodore Wright;

Elder John E. Roller.

North Carolina Classis—Revs. George All>ert Snyder, W. B.

Duttera, Ph.D.

Gettysburg Classis—Revs. T. J. Barkley, D.D., E. W. Stonebraker,

Ellis S. Hay.

Juniata Classis—Revs. J. David Miller, Howard Obold, William C.

Slough.

Carlisle Classis—^Rev. M. AL Noacher.

GERMAN SYNOD OF THE EAST.

New York Classis—Revs. Paul Sommerlatte, Max F. H. Walenta.

German Philadelphia Classis—Revs. C. H. Gramm, William J. Hinke,

Benjamin S. Stern ; Elder Philip Fuchs.

German Maryland Classis—Revs. Marcus Bachman, D.D., Jaines D.

Buhrer.

CENTRAL SYNOD.

Erie Classis—Rev. Martin Vitz.

Heidelberg Classis—Revs. John Bachman, D.D., Godfrey Kuenzel.

SYNOD OF THE INTERIOR.

Iowa Classis—Rev. D. S. Fouse. D.D.

Kansas Classis—Revs. John W. Love, D.D, David H. Fouse.

Wichita Classis—Rev. D. B. Shuey.

Lincoln Classis—Rev. T. F. Stauffer.



lO

Visiting Clergymen.

Revs. I. N. Royer, A. J. Bruner, J. P. Miller, D. P. Longsdorf, A.

Stapleton, J. D. Kistler, of the United Evangelical Church.

James A. Little, B. F. Hammond, of the Presbyterian Church.

W. S. Gottshall, of the Mennonite Church.

William J. Schindel, Albert T. W. Steinhauser, Myron O. Roth, I. B.

Ritter, of the General Council Lutheran Church.

William 1. Good, of the General Synod Lutheran Church.

Respectfully submitted,

William F. Lichliter,

E. F. WiEST,

William F. DeLong.

ARTICLE III.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS.

The following members were duly elected officers of

General Synod

:

President, Rev. A. E. Dahlman, D.D., Buffalo, N. Y.

Vice-Presidmt, Rev. F. W. Berleman, D.D., Philadel-

phia, Pa.

Vice-President, Rev. Adam S. Weber, D.D., Baltimore,

Maryland.

Stated Clerk, Rev. John Philip Stein, D.D., Reading, Pa.

Assistant Clerk, Rev. John Bachman, D.D., New Knox-

ville, Ohio.

Roll Clerk, Rev. James Rauch Stein, Harrisburg, Pa.

Corresponding Secretary^ Rev. George P. Stem,

Siegfried, Pa.

Reading Clerk, Rev. J. M. S. Isenberg, Philadelphia, Pa.

Treasurer, Elder William R. Barnhart, Greensburg,

Penn'a.

ARTICLE IV.

RULES OF ORDER.

The Rules of Order declared adopted by General Synod,

at Akron, O., in 1887, for the government of its several judica-
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tories in the Reformed Church in the United States, were duly

observed in the transaction of business.

The Bar of the House was defined to be the church,

excepting the last ten pews. The following are the hours

determined for opening and closing the daily sessions, to wit

:

On motion, it was resolved that the daily sessions of Synod

open at 9 A. M., and close at 4.30 P. M., with a recess from

11.30 A. M. to 2 P. M. The evening session opens at 7.30

o'clock.

ARTICLE V.

STANDING COMMITTEES.

The President appointed the following Standing Com-
mittees, to wit

:

1. On Religious Services—Revs. T. F. Herman, George P. Stem,

E. E. Kresge, and Elders R. M. Hoffman, Charles Hottenstein, L. P.

Hecker.

2. Oti Minutes of General Synod—Revs. Dr. J. F. DeLong, J. Lewis

Fluck, James I\I. Mullen, and Elders Joseph Eisinan, P. W. Seibert.

3. On Minutes of Eastern Synod—Revs. Dr. L. Kryder Evans,

Victor W. Dippell, T. F. Herman, and Elders Charles L. Hottenstein,

Dr. A. S. Raiidenbush.

4. On Minutes of Ohio Synod—Revs. Dr. L. B. C. Lahr, H. J.

Christman, Harvey E. Kilmer, and Elders Frank C. Brown, Peter

Ault.

5. On Minutes of Synod of Northzvcst—Revs. Dr. F. W.
Horstmeier, Carl Heyl, A. C. Pretzer, and Elders Peter Hensel,

M. Bach.

6. On Minutes of Pittsburg Synod—Revs. Robert E. Crum, J. L.

Barnhart, Charles H. Faust, and Elders J. B. Kegg, W. A. Bowling.

7. On Minutes of Synod of Potomac—Revs. Francis Yost, D.D.,

Adam S. Weber, D.D., Joseph L. IMurphy, and Elders Oscar Estline,

Richard L. Gray.

8. On Minutes of German Synod of East—Revs. F. W. Berleman,

D.D., Paul H. Schwartz, Wenzel Walenta, and Elders F. von Tacky,

P. W. Fucks.

9. On Minutes of Central Synod—Revs. J. H. Roentgen, D.D.,

Charles Schaaf, D.D., Edward C. Stuebi, and Elders John S

Zimmerman, Charles Seemann.
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10. On Minutes of Synod of Interior—Revs. Dennis B. Shiiey,

John C. Horning, William F. Curtis, and Elders Augustus F. Korf,

E. George Davis.

11. On Minutes of English Classis—Revs. John A. Hoffheins,

D.D., T. O. Stem, S. W. Seemann, D.D., and Elders J. S. Sechler, H.

A. Beachler.

12. On Minutes of German Classis—Revs. Dr. H. A. Meier, Henry
C. Nott, J. S. Kosower, and Elders M. Bach, William Gottwald.

13. On Overtures—Revs. D. W. Ebbert, D.D., Charles S. Wieand,

Daniel Burghalter, and Elders Andrew R. Brodbeck, A. C. McCardell.

14. On Correspondence zvith Sister Churches—Revs. Dr. Philip

Vollmer, Nathaniel H. Skyles, J. H. Steele, D.D., and Elders J. W.
Wilson, Dr. N. C. Guth.

15. On State of Church—Revs. Dr. J. S. Stahr, Dr. J. H. Prugh,

Dr. J. S. Kieffer, Henry S. Gekeler, and Elders R. M. Hofifman, F. V.

Tacky.

16. On Home Missions—Revs. Dr. H. T. Spangler, Dr. E. P.

Herbruck, J. C. Leonard, and Elders J. H. Cost, Samuel Moyer.

17. On Societies—^Revs. L. B. C. Lehr, D.D., G. A. Schwedes, J. M.
Mullan, and Elders J. S. Wise, P. W. Seibert.

18. On Sunday-schools—Revs. C. B. Schneder, Henry S. Gekeler,

F. C. Yost, D.D., and Elders H. F. Texter, Benjamin Ashbaucher.

19. On Foreign Missious—Revs. George W. Richards, D.D., G.

A. Schwedes, H. Y. Stoner, and Elders George F. Morgan. Peter Ault.

20. On Press—Revs. C. B. Alspach, C. E. Schaeffer, J. David
Miller, A. S. Weber, D.D., Rev. Philip Vollmer, D.D.

21. On Orphans' Homes—Revs. S. R. Bridenbaugh, D.D., C.

Clever, D.D., J. F. Winter, Paul Leinbach, and Elders J. G. Roulette,

Eli Sell.

22. On Nominations—Revs. Dr. Charles E. Miller, Dr. J. H.
Pannebecker, E. Vornholt, C. E. Wagner, J. S. Kieffer, John Gassman
P. H. Dippel, D.D., Paul H. Land, and Elders D. dinger, Fred Isely.

23. On Finance—Revs. Dr. W. A. Hale, F. S. Lindaman, John A.

Lenzinger, and Elders Mr. Hoffman, Fred J. Brand.

24. On Adz'isory Members—Revs. William F. Lichliter, E. F.

Wiest, William F. DeLong, and Elders Howard Knecht, P. Rheim.

ARTICLE VI.

DOCUMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS.

The following documents and communications were re-

ceived and handed to the respective committees

:

I. Three copies of the Minutes of the General Synod in

the English, and three in the German language, which were
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referred to the Standing Committee on Minutes of General

Synod.

2. Three copies of Minutes from each of the District

Synods for each of the three years intervening, since the last

triennial sessions of General Synod, were received from the

respective Stated Clerks, and referred to the Standing Com-
mittees of the several District Synods.

3. The Abstract-Minutes of the following Classes were

received and referred to the Standing Committees of the Eng-

lish and of the German Classes, in the following order

:

I. Eastern Synod: East Pennsylvania, Lebanon, Phila-

delphia, Lancaster, East Susquehanna, West Susquehanna,

Goshenhoppen, Tohickon. Lehigh, Reading and Wyoming.
IL Ohio Synod: Lancaster, Tiffin, Eastern Ohio, St. Jo-

seph, Miami and Tuscarawas.

in. Synod of tli<c Norflrcocst: Sheboygan, Minnesota,

Zion's, Indiana, Nebraska, South Dakota, Chicago, Milwaukee,

Missouri and Ursinus.

IV. Pittsburgh Syhiod: Oarion, Somerset, Allegheny

and St. Paul.

V. Potomac Synod: Zion, Mercersburg, Virginia, Car-

lisle, Maryland, Gettysburg, Juniata and North Carolina.

VI. German Synod of the East: West New York. Ger-

man Philadelphia, New York, German Maryland, West Penn-

sylvania.

VII. Central Synod: Erie, St. John, Cincinnati, Heidel-

berg.

VIII. Synod of the Interior: Iowa, Wichita, Illinois and

Kansas.

4. The reports of the Board of Home Missions and of its

treasurer were received and referred to the Standing Com-
mittee on Home Missions.

5. The reports of the Board of Commissioners for For-

eign Missions and its treasurer were received and referred to

the Standing Committee on Foreign Missions.

6. The report of the Sunday-school Board was received

and referred to the Standing Committee on Sunday-schools.
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7- The report of General Synod's Board of Directors

concerning Orphan Homes was received and referred to the

Standing Committee on Orphan Homes.

8. The report of the Treasurer, Elder Wm. R, Barnhart,

was read and referred, with vouchers, to the Standing Com-
mittee on Finance.

9. Sundry communications were received and referred

to the Standing Committee on Overtures.

ARTICLE Vn.

RELIGIOUS SERVICES.

General Synod, during its sessions, observed the following

religious services : The sessions of each day were severally

opened and closed with religious service, and the Holy Com-

munion was celebrated at 8 A. M., an early service on the

Lord's Day, in Zion's Reformed Church, where the daily ses-

sions were held.

The report of the Standing Committee on Religious Serv-

ices was read at intervals, and finally adopted as a whole. The

Committee on Religious Services respectfully submitted the

following appointments for Sunday service in the various

churches

:

ZtoM—8 A. M., Dr. J. S. Stahr; 10 A. M., Dr. A. E. Dahlman

;

7.30 P. M., Dr. John C. Bowman.
St. John—10 A. M., Dr. J. S. Kieffer; 7.30 P. M., Dr. T. J. Barkley.

Salem—10 A. M., Rev. T. P. Bolliger; 7.30 P. M., Dr. Wm. A. Hale.

Christ—10 A. M., Rev. R. C. Bowling; 7.30 P. M., Rev. W. F.

Curtis.

Trinity—10 A. M., Dr. A. R. Bartholomew; 7.30 P. M., Rev.

Warren Johnson.

St. Andrezv's—10 A. M., Rev. C. B. Schneder; 7.30 P. M., Dr.

J. S. Kieffer.

Dubbs' Memorial—10 A. M., Rev. W. F. Curtis; 7.30 P. M., Rev.

H. H. Sangree.

Grace Reformed—7.30 P. M. Rev. J. G. Dengler.

St. Matthew Lutheran—7. 30 P. M., Rev. C. D. Kressley.

Immanucl Evangelical—10 A. M., Dr. J. H Roentgen; 7.30 P. M.,

Rev. W. C. Sykes.
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Presbyterian—10 A. :M., Dr. L. B. C. Lehr; 7-30 P. M., Dr. G. H.

Sender.

St. Paul's Lutheran—7-30 P. M., Dr. V. W. Dippell.

Ebcnczcr Evangelical—lo A. M., Rev. C. Hassel ; 7-30 P. M., Rev.

II. J. Christmati,

BaMist Church. Chew and Sixth Sts.—lo A. M., Rev. D. F.

Booniershine ; 7-30 P. M., Rev. J. N. Naly.

Trinity United Evangelical—lo A. M., Rev. E. C. Stuebi ; 7-30

P. M., Rev. J. H. Watts.

Bethany United Evangelical-io A. M., Rev. H. Y. Stoner.

Calvary M. E—io A. M., Rev. William Leich ; 7.30 P. M., Dr.

C. Clever.

Linden Street M. E.—io A. M., Dr. J. H. Pannebecker ; 7.30 P. M.,

Rev. J. M. Mullan.

Salem Evangelical—10 A. M., Rev. H. Bright.

Zion U. B.—ii A. M., Rev. G. H. Engelman; 730 P. M., Rev.

J. A. Hunsicker.

Zion United Evangelical—10 A. U., Rev. Philip Ruhl
; 7.30 P. M.,

Rev. D. B. Shirey.

Scibert United Evangclical—io A. M., Dr. H. A. Meier.

Salisbury Reformed—10 A. U., Rev. W. J. Meier; 7-30 P. M., Rev.

R. E. Crum.

Salem Reformed, Catasauqua.—10 A. M., W. F. Horstmeier; 7.30

P. M., J. M. S. Isenberg.

Christ Reformed, Bethlehem.—10 A. M., Dr. Wm. A. Hale; 7-30

P. M.-, Dr. W. E. Hoy.

Trinity Reformed, Freemansburg— 10 A. M., J. T. Fox.

South Bethlehem Reformed—10 A. M., C. Heyl; 7-30 P. M.,

M. Noll.

St. Paul's Reformed, Bethlehem—10 A. M., S. W. Seemann ; 7.30

P. M., W. F. DeLong.

For Rev. IV. H. Mader, Easton—7.30 P. M., Dr. C. M. Schaaf.

St. Mark's Reformed, Easton—10 A. M., Rev. E. Laubach ; 7-30

P. M., Dr. A. E. Baichley.

Coplay Reformed—10 A. M., J. C. Horning; 7-30 P. M., H. Bright.

East Greenville—10 A. M., H. C. Nott ; 730 P. M., A. K. Zartman.

Northampton—10 A. M., C. E. Wagner; 7-30 P. M., J. L. Barnhart.

Apple's Church—9.30 A. M., C. B. Heller.

First Reformed, Easton—10 A. M., Dr. L. K. Evans; 7.30 P. M.,

Dr. J. H. Steele.

College Hill, Easton— 10 A. M., J. L. Barnhart; 7.30 P. M., E. T.

Rhoads.

Perkasie—10 A. M., P. H. Schnatz
; 730 P. M., J. Lewis Fluck.

Quakertozvn—10 A. U., J. H. Steinert; 7-30 P. M., A. J. Collison.
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Macungie—io A. M., J. Otto Vitz
; 7.30 P. M., J. G. Walter.

Jl'cst Bethlehem—Rev. Z. A. Yearick.

Rittersville—2 P. M., C. S. Ewing; 7.30 P. M., A. C. Shuman.

Siegfried—Rev. A. C. Casselman.

Tatamy—Dr. William C. Schaeffer.

Immanuel Evangelical, Catasauqua—10 A. M., Louis Kunst; 7.30

P. M., S. P. Manger.

FOREIGN MISSION SERVICE.

Wednesday, May 17, 7.30 P. M.

Rev. Dr. J. Spangler Kieffer, Hagerstown, Md., presiding. Address,

by Rev. Dr. D. B. Schneder, President of North Japan College, Sendai

;

address, by General John E. Roller, of Virginia: "The Reflex Influence

of Missions" ; address, by Rev. William E. Hoy, D.D., of Yochow,

China.

HOME MISSION SERVICE.

Thursday, May 18, 7.30 P. M.

Rev. Dr. E. R. Eschbach, Frederick, Md., presiding. Address, by

Rev. Dr. John M. Schick, of Washington, D. C. ; address, by Rev. D. N.

Dittmar, Field Secretary of Home Missions.

EDUCATIONAL SERVICE.

Rev. Dr. Charles E. Miller, President of Heidelberg University,

Tiffin, O., presiding. Address, by Rev. Dr. N. C. Schaeffer, Supt. of

Public Instruction: "Relation of the College to the Congregation";

address, by Rev. Dr. George W. Richards, Prof, of Church History,

Theological Seminary, Lancaster, Pa. : "Relation of the Theological

Seminary to the Congregation."

PREPARATORY SERVICE.

Saturday, May 20, 2 P. M.

Service conducted by Rev. A. S. Weber, Baltimore, Md. Sermon,

by Rev. Philip Vollmer, D.D., of Philadelphia, Pa.

Conference—3 P. M. Rev. John C. Horning, of St. Louis, Mo.,

presiding. Address, by Rev. Dr. Rufus W. Miller, Secretary of

Sunday-school Board: "What the Church Does for the Young People";

address, by Rev. Dr. C. C. Clever, of Hagerstown, Md.

Consistorial Conference—Elder F. G. Hobson, Esq., of Collegeville,

Pa., presiding. Address, by Rev. W. F. More, Supt. of Bethany

Orphans' Home : "Church Finance" ; address, by Hon. M. A. Foltz, of

Chambersburg, Pa. : "An Educated Laity" ; address by Rev. Dr. Cyrus

J. Musser. Editor of Reformed Church Messenger: "The Church

Paper and the Larger Outlook."

Reception to General Synod—By the Reformed churches of

Allentown, 7.30 to 10 p. m., in the Y. M. C. A. Hall, with luncheon

served by the ladies of the Reformed churches of AUentown, Pa.
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ARTICLE Will.

SYNODICAL MINUTES.

Tlie Standing Committee on Minutes of General Synod

submitted its report on the third day of the sessions. It was

disposed of, item by item, and finally adopted as a whole. It

reads as follows, to wit

:

I. RliPORT ON MINUTES OF GENERAL SYNOD OF 10)02.

Dear Brethren—Your Committee, appointed on Minutes

of General Synod, begs leave to present the following items

claiming your attention, namely :

Item I. p. 9. The election of Rev. F. L. Kerr, as Corre-

sponding Secretary of General Synod of 1902, fails to be

recorded in the printed minutes.

Item 2, p. 9. A vacancy in the office of Assistant Clerk

has been occasioned by the death of Rev. Jacob Dahlmann,

D.D., who died, Dec. 23, 1902, at Glade Run, Pa.

Item 3, p. 34. The election of delegates to corresponding

bodies.

Item 4, p. 51. The election of delegates to the Alliance

of Reformed Churches, which convened in session, June, 1904,

in Liverpool, England.

Item 5, p. 59. Necrological report by Stated Clerk.

Item 6, p. 140. The terms of six members of the Board

of Home Missions expires, May, 1905.

Item 7, p. 140. The terms of six members of the Board

of Foreign Missions expires. May, 1905.

Item 8, p. 143. The term of Elder Jacob Rader, as

member of Board of Directors on Orphans' Home, expires

in 1905.

Item 9, p. 153. The appointment of a committee to devise

a plan for a ministerial relief society; under the supervision

of General Synod.

Item 10, p. 154. Instructions given to the Stated Clerk

to have blanks for reports of Yoimg People's Societies printed,

and to distribute the same annually to the Stated Clerks of

Classes, with the other blanks needed by the pastors.



i8

Item II, p. 189. Instructions given the Stated Clerk to

change statistical blanks for Sunday-schools, so as to meet

present requirements.

Item 12, p. 190. Expiration of terms of office on Sunday-

school Board.

Item 13, p. 198. Licensure, Ordinations, etc., are to be

recorded, from year to year, by the Stated Clerk, in Ministerial

Register, chronologically.

Item 14, p. 201. The Stated Clerk was instructed to

appoint a roll clerk to make a daily record of the attendance,

and report the quorum to the President.

Item 15, p. 202. The appointment of a committee to pre-

pare a new constitution.

Item 16, p. 209. A correction in the printed minutes of

General Synod, in regard to Treasurer's salary.

Item 17, p. 210. Instructions given to the Stated Clerk

to have a certain number of copies of Minutes of General

Synod printed.

Item 18, p. 210. A committee was appointed to receive

bids for the printing of the minutes, and award the contract.

Item 19, p. 213. The sale of the Digest of General Synod's

Proceedings given to the Reformed Publication Board, Phila-

delphia, Pa.

Item 20, p. 213. A permanent committee in charge of

Reformed Church Hymnal and Directory.

Item 21, p. 214. The publishing of a pocket edition of

Directory, in hands of permanent Committee on Hymnal.

Item 22, p. 215. A suitable liturgical form for the recep-

tion of members by re-profession of faith.

Item 23, p. 222. The services of Rev. Dr. C. Cort as agent

to secure reduced rates on railroads for delegates and visiting^

brethren attending the sessions of General Synod.

Item 24, p. 223. A special committee was appointed to

have in charge an exhibit at the exposition in 1903, at St,

Louis, Mo.

Item 25, p. 224. The Stated Clerk was instructed to

transmit, to the Speaker of the House at Washington, D. C,
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Synod's action in regard to the proposed publishing of the

Jefferson Bible.

Item 26, p. 25, 27. The overtures having reference to the

change in the construction of the Pioards of Home and Foreign

Missions, and the estabishmcnt of office headquarters was

referred to special committee (Rev. Dr. W. C. Schaeflfer,

chairman).

Item 27, p. 191. General Synod requested the two Classes

concerned in the Hartzel appeal case to hold a conference and

make efforts to adjust the difficulty in the interests of justice

and mercy.

Itemi 28, p. 215. General Synod expresses its grateful

appreciation of the service rendered by Rev. Alex Smellie for

the honor shown to the Heidelberg Catechism.

Item 29, p. 42. The appointment of a Committee on Cor-

respondence with Continental Cliurches.

Respectfully submitted,

John F. DeLong,

J. Lewis Fluck,

James M. Mullan,

Elder Joseph Eiseman,

Elder P. W. Seibert.

The action taken by General Synod on the foregoing report is as

follows: Item i was adopted. Item 2 was referred to a special com-

mittee, consisting of Revs. Dr. J. S. Kieffer and H. T. Spangler. See

Art. XII, on the State of the Church. On items 3 and 4, see Art. XI,

on Correspondence with Sister Churches. On item 5 attended to, see

Art. XII, on State of the Church. On items, 6, 7, S and 12, see Art.

XXII, on Nominations. On item 9. see Art. XIV, on Benevolent and

Christian Institutions. On items 10, n, 13, U, 25 and 28, attended to.

Item 15, see Art. XVIII, Church Government. On item 16, referred to

the Standing Committee on Finance, see Art. XX. On items 17, 18,

19, 20, 21 and 22, see Art. XXI, on Publication. On 23 and 24, see

Art. XXIII, Miscellaneous. On items 26 and 27, see Art XVI, on

Appeals and References.

II. Minutes of the District Synods.

The several Standing Committees on the Minutes of the

various District Synods presented their reports, which were
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separately considered, item by item, and finally adopted as a

whole. The several reports, with action thereon, are as

follows

:

I. MINUTES OF THE EASTERN SYNOD.

Your committee, to whom was referred, for inquiry, the

Acts and Proceedings of the Eastern Synod, for the years

'1902, 1903 and 1904, would report that we have carefully gone

over these records, and find

:

1. That, at the session of Synod in 1902—the first suc-

ceeding the meeting of General Synod—the several recom-

mendations and instructions of the General Synod were ac-

cepted, and all acted on favorably.

2. In the Minutes of 1903, there are two appeals

:

a. One is the appeal of Rev. Dr. H. M. Kieffer against

the First Reformed Church, Easton, Pa., (p. 98).

b. The other is an appeal of Rev. N. W. Helfrich against

Lehigh Classis (p. 102).

Respectfully submitted,

L. Kryder Evans, Chairman.

The action taken by General Synod on this report is as follozvs:

Item I was adopted. The appeals in item 2, marked a and b, were

referred to a special committee, consisting of Rev. Dr. E. R. Eschbach,

D. Burghalter and Elder A. L. Ranch. For further action on these

cases, see Art. XVI, on Appeals and References.

II. OHIO SYNOD.

Your Committee on the Minutes of Ohio Synod respect-

fully reports the following:

Item I. (1902, p. 15) Ohio Synod accepts and adopts all

the recommendations and apportionments of General Synod.

Item 2. (1904, p. 65) Ohio Synod overtures General

Synod respecting the relation of the Ministerial Relief Society

to the General Svnod. ^ ^ ^ ^ „. .

L. B. C. Lahr, Lhairman.

The action taken by General Synod on the fourth day of its

sessions is as follows: Item i was adopted. As to the answer to the

second item in the report, the attention of the Ohio Synod is directed

to the communication from the Society for Relief of Ministers, etc.,

as found in Art. XIV, under the head of Benevolent and Religious

Institutions.
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III. SYNOD OF THE NORTHWEST.

Your Committee on the Minutes of the Synod of the

Northwest respectfully reports the following items which claim

the attention of General Synod:

Item I. Synod complies with the request of General

Synod to report annually concerning its Home Mission work,

and adopts the changes made in the Sunday-school statistics

(p. 15, 1902).

Item 2. Synod draws the attention of all its congrega-

tions to the support of special workers in the Foreign Mission

field, as recommended by General Synod (p. 62, 1902).

Item 3. It recommends the second Sunday in February

to be observed as a special day for Missions (p. 66, 1903).

Item 4. Synod of the Northwest takes favorable notice

of the annual support given by General Synod to its Board

of Missions, and mentions the good fruits that have resulted

therefrom (p. 53, 1904).

Item 5. An urgent request is made to General Synod on\l

behalf of the Reformed Hungarians in Manitoba, Can., stating .

that Rev. Kalman Kowacsi, in Bekevar, Can., would be willing

to serve as missionary in the Reformed Qiurch (p. 67, 1904). j

Item 6. All other recommendations of General Synod,

having reference to District Synods, were adopted and referred

to the Classes. Respectfully submitted,

W. F. HoRSTMEiER, Chairman.

The action taken by General Synod, on the fourth day of its

sessions, on this report is as follows: Items i, 2 3, 4 and 6 were adopted.

Item 5 was referred to the Standing Committee on Home Missions.

See Art. XIII, on Missions.

IV. PITTSBURG SYNOD.

The following report on the Minutes of Pittsburg Synod

was presented and adopted

:

To tlie Reverend General Synod:

Dear Brethren—Your Committee on Minutes of

Pittsburg Synod beg leave to report that we have examined the

same, and find Uv^thing requiring your attention, except that
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the Synod took favorable action on all apportionments, recom-

mendations and instructions of your body.

Respectfully submitted,

R. E. Crum, Chairman.

The action taken by General Synod, on the fourth day of its

sessions, on this report, zvas its adoption.

V. POTOMAC SYNOD.

The following report on the Minutes of Potomac Synod

was presented and adopted

:

Your Committee on the Minutes of the Potomac Synod

have carefully examined the minutes for the past three years,

and find there is nothing in them claiming the attention of

your reverend body further than the fact that all the apportion-

ments and recommendations of the General Synod were

adopted by the Potomac Synod.

F. C. Yost, Chainnam.

The foregoing report, read on tli^ fourth day of the sessiotis, was
adopted.

VI. GERMAN SYNOD OF THE EAST.

Your committee respectfully reports the following items

which require the attention of General Synod

:

Item I. The matter of the suspension of the Rev. J. Wirz

was referred by Synod to New York Classis, for re-investiga-

tion (p. lo, 1902).

Item 2. West Pennsylvania Classis was dissolved by

Synod, in accordance with the request of its own members

(p. 15, 1902).

Item 3. Synod expresses satisfaction and gratitude to

General Synod for its help and financial assistance in its work
of Home Missions (p. 11, 1903).

Item 4. Synod accepts the apportionment system recom-

mended by General Synod, and refers the same to its Qasses

for favorable action (p. 11, 1903).

Item 5. Synod appoints a committee to give expression

of its conviction in regard to a deliverance of General Synod,

in reference to the statements in a sermon of its president,
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action (p. ii, 1903; p. 9, 10, 1904).

Item 6. All the recommendations of General Synod,

having reference to the District Synods, were adopted and

referred to the Classes.

Item 7. Synod requests General Synod to consider the

translation and publication of the German Minutes of the

General Synod (p. 8, 20, 1904).

Respectfully submitted,

F, W, Berlemann, Chairman.

The action of General Synod on this report, taken on the fourth

day of its sessions, is as follows: Item i was laid on the table until

the Standing Committee on Minutes of German Classis reports;

referred to a special committee to report at next triennial session.

Items 2, 3, 4 and 6 were adopted. In regard to the request contained

in the 5th item, General Synod adopted a resolution rescinding its

action taken in regard to the sermon preached at the opening of

Synod, three years ago; see Minutes of General Synod 1902, p. 217.

Item 7 was duly considered, and the request granted.

VII. CENTRAL SYNOD.

The Standing Committee on Minutes of Central Synod

presented its report, on the fourth day of the sessions, which

was disposed of, item by item, and finally adopted:

Item I. The recommendations of General Synod in

regard to the circulation of missionary literature, the fostering

of the Deaconate Home, and the best interests of the Sunday-

school were severally adopted. .

Item 2. Central Synod gratefully acknowledges the

apportionment of $4,500 for German-English Missions, of

which amount, $3,222 has thus far been received.

Item 3. Central Synod requests General Synod to carry

forward speedily the inaugurated measures for the support of

needy ministers in the Church.

Respectfully submitted,

J. H. C. Roentgen, Chairman.

Item 2 was referred to the Standing Committee on Home Missions,

and item 3 to the consideration of the Society for Relief of Disabled

Ministers.
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VIII. SYNOD OF THE INTERIOR.

The report oi the Committee on Minutes of the Synod of

the Interior was presented, considered, item by item, with the

following results

:

Fathers and Brethren—Your committee has examined

the Minutes of the Synod of the Interior, for the past three

years, and find that favorable action was taken by said Synod,

in 1902, on all requests and recommendations made by the

General Synod to District Synods. In a few cases, the form

of the action was somewhat changed, but the result was the

same.

This Synod assumed all of its apportionments, made by

the General Synod for the three years, for the contingent fund,

for Home, Foreign, Hungarian, German and Harbor Missions,

and upon investigation we find: that this Synod not only as-

sumed all of the apportionments, but the treasurer's accounts

show that all of them were paid in full, with a considerable

amount for Home and Foreign Missions in special con-

tributions.

The Minutes for 1904 (p. 16) contain an overture to this

General Synod on Church union.

The overture is as follows

:

The prayer of Jesus the Christ, "Holy Father, keep them

in Thy name which Thou hast given Me, that they may be one,

even as we are" (John 17: 11), appeals to us in this age as

never before. Unification of the forces of our Master bespeak

speedy victory against Sin and Satan and over the powers of

darkness, with which we have to contend, especially in the

mission work in this beautiful land of ours.

The Synod of the Interior believes the time has come when
the Reformed Church in America and the Reformed Church

in the United States being of one doctrine as expounded and

declared through the Heidelberg Catechism, should become an

organic unity in government as well as in faith. Therefore

:

Resolved, That this Synod overtures the General Synod of

the Reformed Church in the United States to institute such

measures, at the next meeting to be held in AUentown, Pa., as
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shall 'result in such an organic union with the Reformed
Church in yVnicrica and other bodies comprising the Alliance

of Reformed Churches holding the Presbyterial form of gov-

ernment.

Respectfully submitted,

D. B. Shuey, Chairman.

The action of General Synod on this report is as follows: Item i

was adopted, and item 2 was referred to a special committee, whose

report appears in Art. XVT, on Appeals and References.

ARTICLE IX.

MINUTES OF CLASSES.

I. English Classes.

The Standing Committee on Minutes of English Classes

submitted its report during the seventh session. It was dis-

posed of, item by item, and finally adopted as a whole. The
report is as follows, to wit

:

The Committee on the Minutes of the English Classes

respectfully report the following:

Item I. Minutes were placed in the hands of your com-

mittee from the Classes : East Pennsylvania, Lebanon, Phila-

delphia, Lancaster, East Susquehanna, West Susquehanna,

Goshenhoppen, Tohickon, Lehigh, Wyoming, Reading, Miami,

Lancaster (Synod of Ohio), Tuscarawas, Tiffin, Eastern Ohio,

St. Joseph, Clarion, St. Paul's, Somerset, Allegheny, Zion's,

Maryland, Mercersburg, Virginia, North Carolina, Gettysburg,

Carlisle, Juniata, Illinois, Iowa, Kansas and Wichita.

Item 2. No minutes were received from the Gasses of

Schuylkill, Westmoreland and Lincoln.

Item 3. The examination of these several minutes shows

that all the Classes took favorable action on all the instructions

and recommendations referred to them by General Synod, with

the following exceptions: (a) East Susquehanna and Lebanon,

which Classes decline to enter into conference on the Klopp

and Hartzel complaints as recommended by General Synod.
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(b) Goshenhoppen Classis, which declines to accede to

General Synod's recommendation with reference to questionable

methods of raising church funds.

(c) St. Joseph and Mercersburg Classes decline to accede

to Synod's request in the matter of the appointment of an Ex-

ecutive Committee on Missions.

OVERTURES.

Item 4. Reading Classis overtures General Synod to in-

augurate such measures as will enlarge and increase the effi-

ciency of the present Ministers' Relief Society.

Item 5. Wyoming Classis overtures Synod to direct the

Sunday-school Board to restore the use of the Authorized Ver-

sion of the Bible in the lesson helps, or that the Authorized and

the Revised Versions be printed in parallel columns.

Item 6. Lehigh Classis presents a similar overture.

Item 7. Reading Classis overtures Synod to recommend

that the Classes require of all pastoral charges to report defin-

itely whether or not written records are kept as to the property

of the consistory.

Item 8. Lancaster Classis, Eastern Synod, overtures

General Synod with reference to the publishing of fuller and

more satisfying statistics.

Item 9. The same Classis overtures Synod to provide for

the annual publication of the statistics of each Classis in one

of the Reformed Church Almanacs.

Item 10. Allegheny Classis, Synod of Pittsburg, overtures

General Synod to furnish Classes blanks for tabulating the

statistics of Young People's Societies.

Item II. Lancaster Classis, Synod of Ohio, overtures

General Synod to take aggressive measures for the extension

and direct supervision of Young People's Societies.

Item 12. Kansas Classis overtures General Synod for

representation of the Synod of the Interior in the Board of

Home Missions.

Respectfully submitted,

J. A. HoFFHEiNS, Chairman.
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The Report on Minutes of English Classes was disposed of as

follozifs: Item i and item 3 (a, b and c) were severally adopted. Item

2 was adopted, and the attention of the several Classes was directed

to the omission. Items 4, 5 and 6 were reported as having been attended

to. Items 8 and 9, referred to a special committee, consisting of Revs.

John Ph. Stein, A. K. Zartman, James G. Dengler, and Elder Isely.

Items 10 and 11 were referred to the Standing Committee on Young
People's Societies. Item 12, referred to the Standing Committee on

Missions.

II. Minutes of German Classes.

The Standing Committee on Minutes of German Classes

reported during the afternoon session on Tuesday. The report

was considered item by item and afterward adopted as a whole.

It is as follows

:

RKPORT ON MINUTES OF GERMAN CLASSES.

Your Committee received the Minutes of the following

Classes

:

1. From the Synod of the Northwest—Sheboygan, Mil-

waukee, Minnesota, Ursinus, Chicago, Nebraska Classes.

The minutes of Zion's, Indiana, Missouri, South Dakota,

Manitoba and Portland, Ore., Classes were missing.

2. From the German Synod of the East—Minutes of New
York, Philadelphia, Maryland and West New York Classes

were received.

3. From the Central Synod the minutes of Erie, Heidel-

berg, St. John's Classes were received; those of Cincinnati

Classis are missing.

From these documents the following items call the atten-

tion of General Synod

:

Item I. All Classes acted favorable on the recommenda-

tions of General Synod and also on the draft of the new Con-

stitution.

Item 2. New York Classis, regarding the resolution of

General Synod (Minutes, p. 197) referring to doubtful methods

in order to gain money for church purposes, says: "Many of

our congregations are compelled to arrange different festivities

in order to gather money and we have to confine our eflforts to
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see, that at all such occasions all things be done decently and

in order."

Item 3. The German Maryland Classis accepts the recom-

mendation of General Synod to circulate the Missionary Glean-

ings, but substitutes the "Missionsbote."

Item 4. The same Classis, in adopting the resolutions of

General Synod on Foreign Missions raises the question whether

it would not be advisable that young missionaries be first tried

on the field and fully prepared for their work before they enter

into marriage.

Item 5. The same Classis passes the following resolution

:

In answer to the action of General Synod in the case of Ger-

man Maryland Classis versus the Synod of the Northwest (p.

194), Classis declares, that the said appeal case was not pressed

in order to save precious time to General Synod. For this rea-

son the case was not a "hypothetic"' one and Classis could ex-

pect a difTerent answer from General Synod. The answer

given can be explained by the fact, that General Synod to ad-

judge the matter, appointed a committee of whom three mem-
bers belonged to the same Synod against which the complaint

was lodged. Classis overtures General Synod to consider the

matter again.

Item 6. Is a request of Erie Classis, regarding church

union.

Item 7. Isj^ request of New York Classis not to be appor-

_tioned for the members in the Hungarian congregations in its

bojAuds, Tieeause they have not paid their share of the assess-

ment arid_pr^abTy never will do so.

Respectfully submitted,

H. A. Meier,

J. S. KOSOWER,

H. C. NOTT,

M. Bach.

Item I, adopted. The Classes whose minutes were missing are

reminded of this fact. Items 2, 3, adopted. Item 4, referred to the

Board of Foreign Missions. Item 5, referred to a special committee,

consisting of Revs. F. W. Lerch, J. C. Horning, and Eiders C. E.
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Dieffenbacher and Martin Coy. The committee was instructed to report

to next General Synod. Item 6, referred to the Committee on Corre-

spondence with Sister Cluirches.

ARTICT.E X.

OVERTURES.

The Standing Committee on Overtures presented its report

at intervals. It was acted on item by item, and finally adopted

as a whole. The report is as follows

:

To the Reverend General Synod:

Your Committee on Overtures beg leave to report the

several items referred to us

:

1. The Triennial Statement of the "Society for the Relief

of Ministers and Ministers' Widows" ; a request that this state-

ment be published in the minutes ; the action of the Society in

response to the suggestions by the General Synod at Baltimore,

Md., May, 1902.

2. Catalogues of Ursinus College, Collegeville, Pa. : Hei-

delberg University, Tiffin, Ohio ; Franklin and Marshall Col-

lege, Lancaster, Pa. ; Catawba College, Newton, N. C. ; Mis-

sion House, Sheboygan, Wis.

3. Documents from the Alliance and Western Section of

Reformed Churches holding to the Presbyterian System.

a. The report of the Alliance.

b. The recommendation of the Alliance concerning the

observance of the 400th anniversary of the birth of John Knox.

c. Reports of the Executive Commission of the Western

Section for the years 1904, 1905.

d. Report of the Executive Commission on candidates for

the ministry.

e. The credentials of Dr. John Prugh as delegate repre-

senting the Alliance of the Western Section at this General

Synod.

f. Letter of Dr. John Prugh bearing the greetings of the

Executive Commission to this Synod.
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4- a. Report of Drs. Prugh and Cort of a meeting of rep-

resentatives of the Reformed and Presbyterian Churches called

to consider a closer union.

b. A plan of Federation of Presbyterian and Reformed
Guirches designed to promote closer relations and administra-

tive co-operation.

5. A conmnmication of the National Federation of

Churches on the subject of co-operation of the Churches in

Christian work.

6. A communication of the General Assembly of the

Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A., requesting that a Tem-
perance Committee be appointed with a view to mutual confer-

ence and combined efifort by sister Churches against our com-

mon foe, the liquor traffic.

7. A request from the American Anti-Saloon League,

that the General Synod send delegates to the tenth National

Anti-Saloon Convention to be held in Indianapolis, Ind., No-
vember 22-24, 1905-

8. A letter from Samuel McCauley Jackson offering to

donate his translations in manuscript of Zwingli's work, pro-

vided the General Synod will publish them.

9. A letter from Rev. William Hansen declaring the rea-

son for a harbor missionary for Halifax, Canada.

10. A letter from Rev. William Hansen requesting the

General Synod to pay the expenses of the delegate from Mani-

toba Classis.

11. A copy of the "Life of Rev. Calvin S. Gerhard, D.D.,"

edited by Rev. Thomas W. Dickert, A.M., and presented by the

editor to the General Synod.

12. A copy of the book, "The Unity of the Church in the

Light of the Scriptures," by Rev. A. Seyring, and presented by

the author to General Synod.

13. A copy of "Catechetical Bible Lessons," by Rev. Al-

bert Clayton Shuman, A.B.

14. A stamp and pad presented by the Corresponding

Secretary of the General Synod of Baltimore, Md,
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15- Report of the Rev. W. F. Horstmeier, delegate to the

Reformed Alliance of Germany and other Reformed bodies in

Europe.

i6. Letter of George May Powell, regent of the Evangeli-

cal Association upon the restoration of the family altar.

17. Invitation of Rev E. C. Steubi to General Synod to

convene in the First Reformed Church, Akron, Ohio, in 1908.

18. Communication of M. J. Reigel, Easton, Pa., on the

Kieflfer appeal.

19. A copy of "The German Pioneers in Pennsylvania,"

by Dr. George W. Richards, D.D., and presented by Rev. C. B.

Alspach.

20. A copy of the Swander Memorial Lectures entitled

"Old Truths in New Form." published by the Reformed

Church Publication Board, Philadelphia.

21. A copy of the History of Japan Mission of the Re-

formed Church, by H. K. Miller, presented by the Board of

Foreign Missions.

22. A Form of Service for Organ Dedication, from

Westmoreland Classis.

23. A communication from the Brotherhood of Andrew
and Philip.

Respectfully submitted,

D. W. Ebbert, Chainnan.

The foregoing report ims disposed of in the folloimng maniner.

For General Synod's action on items i and 23, see Art XIV, on Benevo-

lent and Christian Institutions. On items 2, 7 and 17, see Art. XXIII,
Miscellaneous. On items 3 (a. b. c, d, e. f.) 6 and 16, see Art. XI, on

Correspondence with Sister Churches. Items 4 and S were referred

to a special committee, see Art. XVI, Appeals and References. On
item 8, the following action was taken : Resolved, That, since the

General Synod is not in the publishing business, the offer of the

translated manuscripts of the Treatises of Zwingli, made by Rev.

Samuel McCauley Jackson, be gratefully acknowledged with thanks.

On item 9, see Art. XIII, on Missions. Item 10 was reported as

attended to. On items 11, 12, 13, 14, 19. 20 and 21, see Art. XIX,
Synodical Archives. On item 16, see .\rt. XII, on State of the Church.

On item 18, see Art. XVI, Appeals and References. Item 22, referred

to a special committee, consisting of Revs. Dr. John S. Stahr, J.
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Spangler Kieffer, H. J. Christman, and Elders J. Gassman and James
M. Wilson, who presented their report, which was recommitted, with

certain instructions to report at the next triennial sessions.

ARTICLE XI.

CORRESPONDENCE WITH SISTER CHURCHES.

I. Reports from Delegates to Corresponding Bodies.

The delegates elected by General Synod at Baltimore, Md.,

in 1902, to corresponding bodies presented their reports which

were received and adopted.

These reports as respectively presented are as follows

:

I. GENERAL SYNOD OF THE REFORMED CHURCH IN AMERICA.

To the General Synod of Rcforin^cd Church in the U. S.:

Rev. Fathers and Brethren : It was my privilege to

present your fraternal salutations as corresponding delegate to

the Genei'al Synod of the Reformed Church in America, con-

vened in regular annual session at Asbury Park, N. J., in the

month of June, 1903. I set forth the progress made by our

branch of the Reformed Church since the organization of our

General Synod in 1863, and the confessional and historic ties

that should bind us in closer union as cognate branches of the

Reformed family of churches reaching back to the great Refor-

mation of the sixteenth century. My address was greeted with

hearty applause and afterwards published in full by the Chris-

tian Intelligencer, the organ of the Dutch Reformed Church, as

well as by several of our own church papers. Tlie sentiments

of my address were heartily reciprocated by the President of

that body, Rev. Dr. Cornelius L. Wells, who has since departed

this life and joined, as we trust, the general assembly and

Church of the first-born above. I greatly enjoyed my sojourn

of several days with the brethren of the Reformed Church in

America. While anxious to keep in view the ancient landmarks

of orthodox Calvinistic faith, they are also striving to remodel

their liturgy and adopt modern methods better suited to secure

the extension of Christ's kingdom amid the changing condi-

tions of our modern civilization. In short this sister Reformed



33

Church, which has the oldest Protestant organization on Amer-

ican soil, dating from 1628, is a power alike for progressive and

conservative Christianity.

Respectfully subniittcd,

Cyrus Cort.

Apollo (R. F. D.), Pa., May 16, 1905.

II. THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

IN UNITED STATES.

To the General Synod of the Reformed Church in U. S., Allcn-

toum, Pa. :

Dear Brethren : As your delegate to the General As-

sembly of the Presbyterian Church, it is my pleasure to report

that I attended the meetings of the Assembly in session in P>uf-

falo, N. Y., June, 1904, and presented the fraternal greetings

of this body. Your delegate was most cordially received and

was invited to address the Assembly on Thursday morning. To

this address Rev. Dr. J. Addison Henry, the Moderator, re-

sponded happily and ordered your delegate to convey to the

General Synod an expression of the cordicd relations existing

between the two Churches.

Respectfully submitted,

..._,, C. T. MUSSER.
Philadelphia, Pa., May 19, 1905.

III. the general synod of evangelical LUTHERAN CHURCH.

To the General Synwd of the Reformed Chnreh in the U. S.:

Brethren : Having been appointed corresponding dele-

gate to the General Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church,

I discharged this duty on June 9th, 1903, when I attended the

Synod in session in Baltimore, Md., conveyed to that body your

greeting, and presented to it a copy of the minutes of your 14th

triennial sessions. The President, Rev. Dr. E. J. Wolf happily

responded, and charged me to bear to your reverend body the

fraternal greetings and good wishes and assurance of esteem

of the body over which he presided. The Stated Clerk subse-
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qtiently sent to me a copy of the minutes an examination of

which shows the large and growing field of work occupied by

this sister church. My expenses, $3.54, have been paid by your

treasurer. Respectfully submitted,

Ellis N. Kremer.

Harrisburg, Pa., June 7, 1904.

1\'. THE PROVINCL\L SYNOD OF THE MORAVL\N CHURCH.

To the General Synod of the Reformed Church in the U. S.:

Your delegate chosen to convey the fraternal greetings of

this body to the Synod of the Moravian Church, respectfully

reports that the secundus, Rev. A. Zimmerman, attended the

sessions of the Moravian Synod held in Bethlehem, Pa. We
have learned that he was cordially received, that he made an

address to which the presiding officer responded, requesting him

to convey to this Synod the Christian greeting of their body

and their best wishes for success in our efforts to extend the

Redeemer's kingdom.

Respectfully submitted,

S. R. Bridenbaugh.

V. the general assembly of the united PRESBYTERIAN

CHURCH.

To the General Synod of the Reformed Church:

Your delegate chosen to convey the greetings of this body

to the General Assembly of the United Presbyterian Church,

was unable to attend its sessions, and the secundus having en-

tered another denomination, left your body without repre-

sentation.

Respectfully submitted,

John H. Bomberger.

vi. report of delegate to reformed alliance of germany
and other reformed bodies in europe.

Your delegate, having been appointed to represent General

Synod at the above mentioned bodies on the occasion of his

visit on the continent in 1902, respectfully reports that during
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his stay there none of the above mentioned ho(hes were in ses-

sion, and is therefore unable to report anything beyond this

statement. Respectfully,

W. F. HoRSTMIilliR.

II. Election of Delegates to Corresponding Bodies.

1. To the General Synod of the Reformed Church in

America: Rev. John M. Schick, D.D., primarius ; Rev. Ph.

Vollmer, D.D., secundus.

2. To the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church

in U. S. : Rev. H. J. Christman, primarius; Rev. A. K. Zart-

man, D.D., Secundus.

3. To the General Synod of the Eangclical Lutheran

Church: Rev. William C. Schaeffer, D.D., primarius; Rev. J.

J. Leberman, D.D., secundus.

4. The Quadrennial Provincial Synod of the Moravian

Church : Rev. Samuel G. Wagner, D.D., primarius ; Rev. Henry

H. Apple, secundus.

5. German Evangelical Synod of North America: Rev.

Charles F. Kriete, D.D., primarius: Rev. Frank Grether, D.D.,

secundus.

6. General Assembly of the United Presbyterian Church

:

Rev. William A. Hale, D.D., primarius ; Rev. John H. Prugh,

D.D., secundus.

III. Delegates from Corresponding Bodies.

No delegates v^'ere present from any of the corresponding

bodies. A letter of regrets was received from Rev. J. A. Hall,

D.D., of Canton, Ohio, a delegate from the General Synod of

the Lutheran Church, stating his inability of being present at

these sessions conveying the fraternal greetings of the body

which he had the honor to represent.

On the 5th day of the sessions Rev. Henry Otis Dwight,

a representative of the American Bible Society was introduced

to General Synod, who briefly addressed the body on the circu-

lation of the Holy Scriptures in Home and Foreign lands, and

the wonderful work that is being accomplished in opening the
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heathen world for the great work of evangelization. The ad-

dress delivered was well received, and a resolution was adopted

commending the American Bible Society to the Church for its

aid and its prayers.

IV. The Alliance of Reformed Churches.

The Standing Committee on Minutes of General Synod

on the second day of the sessions reported in item 4 the election

of delegates to the Alliance of Reformed Churches, Liverpool,

England. The following report w^as read and adopted :

REPORT OF THE DELEGATION TO THE EIGHTH GENERAL COUNCIL

OF THE ALLIANCE OF THE REFORMED CHURCHES HOLD-

ING THE PRESBYTERIAN SYSTEM.

Fathers and Brethren : The Eighth General Council of

the Alliance of Reformed Churches holding the Presbyterian

System, met in the Philharmonic Hall, Liverpool, on the after-

noon of Tuesday, June 28th, 1904, and adjourned on Thursday

evening, July 7th. The opening sermon was preached by the

Rev. John Watson, D.D., of Liverpool, on the topic "Reason-

ableness the Touchstone of Truth." The opening address was

delivered after the sermon by Principal Caven, of Toronto, the

President of the Alliance. The program for the morning, af-

ternooiT and evening sessions was composed of papers, discus-

sions and addresses on theological, ecclesiastical and practical

subjects.

The Reformed Church in the United States was repre-

sented on the program by a paper on "Recent Theological

Movements in Germany," by Dr. Richards, an address on "The

Master's Command to the Church," by Dr. Shick, and a report

on Church work on the European Continent, by Dr. James L
Good; while Dr. J. S. Stahr presided at the Friday evening

meeting. Two of the members of the Reformed Church were

members of the Business Committee of the Alliance. The fol-

lowing delegates elected by the last General Synod, or after-

wards appointed by the President, were in attendance : Pastors

John M. Shick, D.D., John S. Stahr, LL.D., John H. Prugh,
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D.D., Henry M. Hermann, D.D., John C. Bowman, D.D., Sam-

uel R. Briclenbaugli, D.D., William C. Schaoffer, D.D., Cyrus

Musser, D.D., J. I. Good, D.D., H. M. J. Kline, D.D., G. W.

Richards, D.D., and A. S. Weber, D.D. ; Elders P. Keil, Esq.,

and George A. Wood, Esq.

The following pastors and elders of the Reformed Church

in the United States were appointed members of the Executive

Commission, Western Section: Pastors Drs. Good, Prugh,

Shick, Richards, Clever and Rev. B. S. Stern ;
Elders George

F. Baer, Esq., and John W. Appel, Esq.

The genial hospitality of the Christian people of Liverpool,

as well as the personnel and spirit of the Alliance, made the

Eighth Council both profitable and enjoyable for those in at-

tendance. The Council accepted the invitation extended by the

Classis of New York of the Reformed Church in America, and

by the Presbytery of New York of the Presbyterian Church in

the United States of America, to meet in the city ot New York

in the year 1909.

It is with feelings of deep regret that we call the attention

of your honorable body to the death of the last President, Dr.

Caven, since the meeting of the Alliance. Than he, there was

no member in attendance comiiianding more general respect,

reverence and afifection.

Respectfully submitted,

George W. Richards, Chairman.

V. Report of Standing Committee on Correspondence with

Sister Churches.

The Standing Committee on Correspondence with Sister

Churches , on the seventh day of the sessions, presented the fol-

lowing rejwrt, which was acted on item by item, and finally

adopted as a whole. The Report is as follows, to wit

:

I. REPORT OF THE .STANDING COMMITTEE.

To your committee were referred various reports and other

communications, most of which are printed and from which

the following items are condensed and presented to General

Synod for action

:
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1. General Synod has learned with great pleasure of the

invitation extended by the German Emperor to the Rev. J. H.

Prugh, D.D., to attend in his official capacity as President of

General Synod, the dedication of the Reformed Cathedral at

Berlin, in February last. We hereby express to his Majesty

the great appreciation of this body of the honor thus conferred

upon our Church, and we assure him of our well-wishes and

prayers for the peace and prosperity of the great German
empire.

2. General Synod notes with gratitude the cordial invita-

tion of the Classis of Amsterdam, in Holland, extended to our

Church to participate in the celebration of the 350th anniversary

of the organization of that venerable body, which has been a

faithful foster-mother to our own Church in America during

the years of her infancy and poverty. We hereby endorse the

official letter of congratulation sent by the President of General

Synod in response to that invitation, as published at the time

in our church papers.

3. General Synod learns with great pleasure of the inter-

est manifested by -4he j^refofffled^-Ghurch of Hungary in the

welfare of our own Church, as "evidenced by the cordial greet-

ings contained in an official letter sent to this body by the Rev.

I

Bartholomew Kunz, in the name of the President of the General

Conventus of the Reformed Church in Hungary. We heartily

,
reciprocate this feeling of love and esteem, and direct the Com-

\
mittee of Correspondence with Continental Churches to convey

these greetings, and give expression to our sentiments of fra-

.ternal affection to our brethren in Hungarv.

4. Nothing pleases General Synod more than the con-

tinued prosperity of the cause of the Reformed Church

throughout Germany, crystallized in the "Reformirte Bund,"

and evidenced in the reports received from the Secretary of the

Union, as well as from the reports of our correspondents.

We highly appreciate the fraternal feelings shown to rep-

resentatives of our Church who from time to time have attended

the bi-annual meetings of the "Reformirte Bund." We hereby

appoint Rev. Dr. Roentgen, of Cleveland, Ohio, to convey to
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the officers of the Union the fraternal greetings of General

Synod, and authorize the Stated Clerk of this body to give cre-

dentials to any minister or elder of our Church who should wish

to attend the meeting of the "Bund," which will be held at

Herford, in the month of August of this year.

5. The twenty-first day of May having been the day set

apart by the Alliance of the Reformed Churches for the observ-

ance of the 400th anniversary of the birth of John Knox, the

Reformer of Scotland, General Synod hereby gives expression

to its high appreciation of the life and work of that great leader

of the Reformed cause in the sixteenth century, and we instruct

the Committee of Corresix)ndence with Foreign Churches to

cont\'ey these sentiments to that church in Scotland which has

the Jionor of claiming in a more intimate way the "man who
never feared the face of men," as her reformer and leader.

And since the precise day of Knox's birth is uncertain, we
request all our congregations, if they have not observed May
21, to appoint a tinie most convenient to them for observing

in a fitting way the birth of a man whom also our Church re-

gards as one of the founders and fathers of the Reformed

Church.

6. As the 400th birthday of John Calvin will occur in the

year 1909, we recommend the appointment of a special com-

mittee to propose to the next General .Synod a plan for the ap-

propriate celebration, by our church bodies as well as congrega-

tions, of the birthday of the man whom we, together with the

Protestant world, regard as one of the greatest leaders of the

Church Universal.

7. Two papers from the Western Section of the Alliance

of Reformed Churches have been referred to this committee.

As they are too extensive to be printed in full in our minutes,

we recommend the following resolutions, proposed by that

body, for adoption

:

Concerning the use of the Bible in the public schools:

"(a) We recommend that General Synod expresses its

sincere gratification that so much stress is laid uix>n sound

moral training by our school system, and that the Bible is so
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largely read in the public schools of this country; and it also

expresses the earnest hope that this desirable condition may

continue through all the days to come.

"(b) We recommend that General Synod express its re-

gret that confusion should have been introduced into the prac-

tice regarding the use of the Bible in our public schools, by

reason of the inconsistent decisions by the courts and the vary-

ing interpretations given by school authorities in different

places of practically the same constitutional and statutory pro-

visions, and that the Church advises its ofificers and people that

they should seek to exert a prudent Christian influence upon

public sentiment in their respective localities upon this subject.

"(c) We recommend that this Synod declares that moral

instruction and ethical training are necessary for good citizen-

ship, and should have a place in our public school system, and

that this is possible without inculcating any denominatonal

tenets ; and, further, that the Bible is the very best instrument

to impart this moral instruction and training, in connection

with our public schools."

8. With reference to religious work in the Philippines

and Porto Rico

:

"(a) We rejoice in the provisions of the Constitution of

the United States of America which are designed to aid in the

promotion of religious liberty.

"(b) We understand that the relation of the Federal Gov-

ernment of the United States to religious work in the Philip-

pine Islands and Porto Rico is and ought to be one of absolute

impartiality between different religious denominations, and of

helpfulness in establishing full religious liberty, limited, how-

ever, by the qualification that no religious practices should be

tolerated which are recognized 'by the general consent of the

Christian world in modern times as proper for prohibitory

legislation.'
"

9. Concerning a plan for keeping temporarily absent

members of our congregations in closer touch with the priv-

ileges and activities of the Church:
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"(a) That pastoral efiforts be constantly made to impress

on church menihcrs customarily ahsent from home the obliga-

tions of the Cluistian profession and their duty to wait faith-

fully on Gospel ordinances wherever in God's providence they

may be.

"(b) That there be the endeavor to secure correspondence

at stated intervals between absentee members and the home

church, and, as well, a regular receipt of contributions for the

Lord's cause.

"(c) That absent church members, whether traveling or

localized, be given commendatory testimonials, such as were

employed in the ancient Church, to be used as introductions in

Churches and wherever else there may be occasion for them.

"(d) That our congregations have a 'Stranger's Commit-

tee,' like that found in the United Free Church of Scotland, or

a similar Comimittee, charged to be on the lookout for visiting

church members, to extend them a fraternal greeting, and to

assure them of a cordial welcome to the place of worship and

to all the privileges of the congregation,"

10. The Alliance of Reformed Churches has appointed

Rev. John H, Prugh, D.D., as a delegate to convey to this Gen-

eral Synod its fraternal greetings.

11. The amount towards defraying the expenses of the

Alliance apportioned to our Church is $390 per annum.

12. It is recommended that Rev. Mr. Stuebi be appointed

a member of the Committee on Correspondence with the Conti-

nental Churches.

13. Erie Classis complains of an unfriendly spirit exhib-

ited by our Presbyteriar) hrpfVi'-»*T~T^ f^r,r,r>,^t;^,^ yyit], 01,1- Hun-

garian work in Cleveland. We recommend reference of this

compiamr to our P>oard of Home Missions for careful investi -

gat ion and action.

Philip Vollmer,

N. PI. Skyles,

J. H. Steele,

J. W. Wilson,

N. C. E. GuTH.
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ARTICLE XII.

REPORT ON STATE OF THE CHURCH.

The Standing Committee on the State of the Church sub-

mitted its report on the eighth day of the sessions, which was

received and adopted. The report reads as follows, to wit

:

To the General Synod of the Reformed Church in the U. S.:

Dear Brethren : The reports on the State of the Church

submitted by the dififerent Synods included in this body, the

reports of the various Boards of the Church and the discus-

sions which have taken place on the Hoor of this Synod, to-

gether with the personnel and the general spirit of the Synod,

all serve to emphasize the fact that we have reached a period in

our history that is of profound significance. For the encour-

aging growth of the church during the last three years, the

prosperity of our literary and theological institutions, the pro-

gress of our missionary work, the increase in the benevolent

contributions of the Church, and for the spirit of harmony and

mutual confidence, manifest now more than ever before, we owe

devout gratitude to the Great Head of the Church, whose signal

blessing has been upon our labors, and whose Spirit has mani-

fested His power in the hearts of His people.

The age in which we live, with all the advantages which

accrue from the forces of civilization and culture, and which

are available for the service of the Church and the extension of

the Redeemer's kingdom, presents problems of great difficulty,

and is fraught with danger to many precious interests. Whilst

it is undoubtedly true that in scientific circles materialism is on

the wane, and there is a growing recognition of the spiritual

and supernatural elements of our composite human nature,

there is, at the same time a fearful tendency towards a practical

materialism, a secularizing trend in modern life by virtue of

our marvelous industrial development, which draws men away

from the contemplation of divine realities and high ideals, and

often captivates their best powers in the service of this world to

the exclusion of all concern for the things that have permanent

value and soul-satisfying power. Again, the application of
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scientific methods to the study of religious questions and phe-

nomena, has produced a good deal of uncertainty and unrest

because of the changed view-point in the development of doc-

trine ; and this uncertainty is increased by the bold and often

rash assertions of scholars who claim to have made new dis-

coveries subversive of old truths, when, after all, a little pa-

tience and further investigation will serve to show that the old

verities of the faith remain sure and steadfast, h'or these rea-

sons many tremble for the safety of the ark of God. But there

is abundant evidence to show that, notwithstanding these ten-

tlencies of the present age, there is in the Refonued Church a

healthy spiritual life, that faith which works by love has never

brought forth better and richer fruit within our borders than at

the present time, and that the outlook for the future in the

maintenance and development of our precious heritage is bright

with promise.

Such evidence is found, first of all, in the normal, healthy

growth of the Church during the last triennium. The statis-

tical tables show an increase of 48 ministers, 37 congregations,

8,546 members, 5,991 communicants, 173 infant baptisms, 617

confirmations, and 723 receptions by certificate and renewal of

profession. There is a loss of 2,064 unconfirmed members, 66

adult baptisms, and 38 students for the ministry. There are 34
Sunday-schools less ; but there is an increase of 97 scholars and

399 officers and teachers. The benevolent contributions have

grown larger by $90,744, and the contributions for congrega-

tional purposes have increased $147,988. Some of these fig-

ures sug-gest discrepancies in the statistical reports for which

allowance must be made. But taking- them^ all in all they indi-

cate growth and progress. The increase in the contributions of

the churches for congregational and benevolent purposes is

particularly gratifying, resting, your committee believes, not

simply upon larger means as the wealth of the comnumity

grows, but also upon a deeper consciousness of the needs and

opportunities of the Church, and a spirit of love and devotion

to her interests on the part of the meiubers.

Of even deeper significance is the phenomenal progress
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made during the last three years in the missionary operations

of the Church, and the prosperity of her educational institu-

tions. The presence at this Synod of so many missionaries

from the home and foreign fields, the messages which they

bring, and the reports which come to us from the different

Boards are soul-inspiring, and challenge both the gratitude of

the Church for the success which God has seen fit to grant His

servants in their labors, and the zeal and self-sacrificing devo-

tion of the church in the prosecution of the Master's work in

view of the great opportunities which are open before us.

Our literary and theological institutions are fully alive to

the problems of Christian education committed to their hands,

and there is great cause for rejoicing in the fact that every one

of them is making strenuous efforts to increase its efficiency and

enlarge its influence. Still more is it a cause for rejoicing that

men and women whom God has blessed with temporal good,

and who have the means to do liberal things for these institu-

tions, are learning to see the importance of strengthening these

factors of our Church life, because upon these institutions de-

pend the prosperity of our congregations, the success of our

missions, and the tone and character of our moral and religious

life.

Again, that the heart of the Church beats true to the spirit

of our loving Lord and Master, is evident from the fostering

care bestowed upon the orphans of the Church, and growing

disposition to provide for aged and disabled ministers and

ministers' widows, and to extend help to the destitute and the

afflicted by loving ministration in Deaconess Honiies and Hos-

pitals. For the Master has said : "Inasmuch as ye have done it

unto the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.''

All these facts indicate a growing consciousness of our

mission, an awakening sense of power, a deepening insight into

the magnitude of the opportunities and responsibilities which

lie before us. From this point of view, it is not without signifi-

cance that this Synod was represented by its president at the

consecration of the Protestant Cathedral in Berlin, that the

labors of our missionaries and the work of our literary and
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theological institutions challenge the attention of thought-

ful men throughout the world, and that there is fairly

thrust upon us the necessity of rising to a higher plane

of effort and accomplishment in the Sunday-school, in the

College, in the Theological Seminary, and in missionary

activity. And shall not the quickened conscience, prompting to

fuller consecration, and the trumpet call of need and oppor-

tunity for larger work in the Church, make us ashamed of

discord and doubt, and hesitation, and unite us, heart and hand,

in zealous endeavor to do the Master's work in the Master's

own wav?

It is with profound sorrow that we refer to the unusually

large death roll as reported by the Stated Clerk. Sixty-one

ministers have finished their labors on earth, and gone to their

eternal home, in the presence of their Lord and Redeemer.

Among these, we find many whose services were pre-eminently

valuable in the Church, and whose fragrant memory will abide

among us for vears to come. The Brethren Dahlman and

Callender, Rupp and Gerhart and Sechler, so full of service, so

illustrious in their work, so faithful in their devotion, certainly

deserve the tribute of our affection and esteem in connection

with the keen sense of sorrow which we feel because of their

departure.

Seeing that so many have fallen, and that the number of

those who are willing to take up the work of ministry in their

stead is so small, let us strive to be more faithful and diligent,

each one in his calling, and let us pray the Lord of the harvest

that he send more laborers into His vineyard.

Respectfully submitted,

John S. Stahr,

Henry S. Gekeler,

John H. Prugh,

J. S. KlEIFER,

F. VON Tacky.
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IN MEMORIAM
Rev. Jacob Dahlman, D.D.—died Dec. 23, A. D. 1902,

This General Synod desires to express and place on record

its grateful appreciation of the long-continued and faithful

services of the Rev. Jacob Dahlman, D.D., for many years an

officer of this body, first as German Clerk and afterwards as

Assistant Stated Clerk. Dr. Dahlman was officially con-

nected with this General Synod from the time of its organiza-

tion, in 1863, to the time of his death, December 23, 1902.

Perhaps no one was more intimately acquainted with the busi-

ness of this Synod, in all its details, than he. By his knowledge

of the afifairs of the Synod, its traditions and customs, the ques-

tions previously decided by it, and the questions coming up for

decision, from tin^,e to time, he was able to be, in an unusual

degree, serviceable and useful to this body. Certainly no one

was more attentive, diligent and painstaking than he in the

fulfilment of his duties as a member and officer of this General

Synod. Remembering the valuable services rendered by this

our brother, his warm-hearted and afifectionate disposition, and

his ardent and life-long devotion to the Church of which he

was a minister, this General Synod expresses its respect for

his character, and its sense of the loss it has sustained by his

death, and of his worthiness to be held in grateful and affec-

tionate remembrance by us all.

J. Spangler Kieffer,

Henry T. Spangler.

Communication from the General Conventus of the Reformed

Church in Hungary.

To the Reformed ChurcJi in the U)iited States of America:

Dear Brethren—The General Conventus, as the highest

governing body of the Reformed Church of Hungary, during

its sittings, held at Budapest, June 3-6, in 1903, had the honor
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of reccivinc^ your salutation, dated a| f^'pn.lr'nqi-, Pp ^

t t March

(1903), and also a copy of the Proceeding-book of your

Baltimore Synod.

Our heart is filled up with thanks and gratitude for the

Christian care and sacrifices, with your Church—like ours in

designation and creed—by its Board of Home Missions, had

done towards our brethren in faith who emigrated to your land

of freedom. We are long ago seeking the relation with your

Church, under whose protecting wings our emigrated families

had found a second home and won helping hands for the

maintenance of the religious life of their own. We are also

convinced of obligations for doing our best to join hands with

yours in matters of sustaining your efforts for our Hungarians

ani'ong you.

In order that the fraternal relation should take a lasting

shape, our Conventus recently decreed

:

I. We perpetuate your fraternal greeting in our Pro-

ceeding-book, and at the same time we return our warmest

salutation expressed in this present letter.

Your Church was, in former centuries, united with

Holland. We are also much indebted to that free nation and
its Reformed Church, namely, during the thirty years' wars

and afterwards, our candidates for ministry received their final

and fuller instruction in the famous universities of Holland.

Further, the Confederated Belgic States saved (11 February,

1676.) the Hungarian exiled ministers, who, like confessors,

suffered in chains, from out the galleys of Naples. Your
Church became, since 1793, self-sustaining, and independent

from' the Mother Church, and grew, during a century, as a

powerful Reformed Church. Under the historical develop-

ments—which no human eye could forsee—and under the

hidden guidance of the Providence, lo ! your Church was called

to make shine the Gospel's light upon our Hungarian brethren,

and to foster them in our creeds. Thus are we brought into

connection with you, dear brethren! May be blessed the

miraculous hand of the Almighty God that He deigned to pre-

sent, with such a protecting Oiurch. our fellow men in the

transatlantic regions, whereto, short of means, our hands could
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n'ot reach immediately. This touching motive urges us to lend

a helping hand to your Church. Accept, therefore, we pray,

our warmest greeting, with the promise that we shall do all

possible for the durability of the common and necessary

relation.

2. Our Conventus resolved to form a standing committee

of five members, whose problem will be to study the means to

realize these connections, and also to gain information about

the demands of your Board of Home Missions, including the

gaining of knowledge in regard to the condition and organiza-

tion of the Hungarian congregations already formed. This

standing committee shall prepare a project to our next Con-

ventus, and thence to our General Synod, which will convene

in the issuing year. Such a synod must be held, usually, ac-

cording to our constitution, once in every tenth year, while our

Conventus convenes every year.

Till the convocation of the General Synod, the Presidency

of the Conventus must follow, with due attention, the events of

the Hungarian believers in America; and in case of necessity,

it should take steps for acting through the Cis-danubian Super-

intendency. Therefore, we ask your committee to sencr~all

communications to the ministerial president of our Conventus.

We send this salutation and information to Rev. Dr. J.

Good, asking him to lay it before the Corresponding Com-
mittee and to the respective forums. We adjoin a copy of the

Proceeding-book of our Conventus.

We are greeting gratefully the presidents and office-

bearers of your Synod, and the whole Reformed Church,

praying God's all blessings upon them, that your dear Church

may be enabled to fulfil the multifarious tasks to advance from

victory to victory.

Budapest, 5 September, 1903.

The Presidents of the General Conventus of the Reformed

Church in Hungary:
Bartholomew Kuntz,

Pastor at Miskolcc, mid Siipcrintcndc^nt (bishop) of Cis-tibiscan

Superintendency.
P. Bariffy Vend,

Chief Curator of the Transylvamiam Supetmitehideiicy.
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Necrology.

As an additional record of facts supplenicntary to the

preceding report on the State of the Church, it is herewith

reported that the following ministers of the Reformed Church

have died during the triennial interim, hcginning June i, 1902,

and closing May 16, 1905. Fifty-one ministerial brethren have

fallen asleep and entered into rest.

John Ph. Stkin, Stated Clerk.
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ARTICLE XIII.

MISSIONS—HOME AND FOREIGN.

The reports on the subject of Missions herein presented

received the attention of General Synod at intervals during its

sessions.

I. Triennial Report of the Board of Home Missions

OF THE REFORMED CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES FOR THREE

YEARS PRECEDING MAY I, I905.

In 1863, now forty-two years ago, the General Synod was
constituted, and at once organized its Board of Home Missions.

It was not, however, until 1890 and 1892 that the several mis-

sionary organizations which had hitherto existed in the District

Synods were unified .v.nd brought to work harmoniously under

the General Board. The present method of administration has

therefore existed for only about fourteen years. These have

been years marked by uninterrupted growth and gratifying

results, and have borne testimony to the wisdom of the plan of

unification which the Church at that time adopted.

At the close of the fourteenth triennium, we submit to

your reverend body a report of the work prosecuted during

the past three years, that will give an outline of the progress,

the results, the present condition, the prospects and the needs

of the cause entrusted to our care.

AN OCCASION FOR GRATITUDE.

Your Board feels constrained to call upon Synod to join

us in thanksgiving to the great Head of the Church for his

signal blessing and favor shown to the officers and members

of your Board, and to the missionaries and their families under

its care, in preserving their lives and in permitting them to

continue their work under favorable circumstances. The
marked achievements of the past three years have brought the

cause of home missions to the highest point ever reached in

the history of our Church. While this is largely due to the

divine favor that has attended our efforts, yet much is due

also to the intelligent interest, earnest co-operation, inspiring
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confidence and liberal support that have been given to the Board

in its work by the pastors and congregations of the Church,

all of which it desires here to acknowledge and record with a

profound sense of appreciation and gratitude.

ORGANIZATION.

The members of your Board met immediately upon the

adjournment of the last General Synod at Baltimore, Md., on

May 28, 1902, and effected an organization by the election of

the following officers : Rev. E. R. Eschbach, D.D., President

;

Rev. J. J. Leberman, D.D., Vice-President ; Rev. T. J. Barkley,

D.D., Secretary; Elder George W. Stein, Treasurer, and Elder

C. M. Boush, Treasurer of the Church-building Fund and

Attorney of the Board. The Executive Committee was con-

stituted of the President, Vice-President and Secretary, to-

gether with Rev. J. H. Sechler, D.D., and Rev. C. E.

Miller, D.D.

Rev. D. S. Fousc, D.D., was General Superintendent, who,

in connection with the general oversight of the work, gave

personal attention to the missions in Ohio and Pittsburg

Synods.

Rev. A. C. Whitmer was Superintendent in the Eastern

and Potomac Synods.

Rev. A. S. Dechant was Superintendent in the Synod of

the Interior.

Rev. D. N. Dittmar was Field Secretary.

On January i, 1903, Rev. A. S. Dechant resigned as

Western Superintendent, in order to resume regular pastoral

work.

At the annual meeting of the Board, in April, 1903, Rev.

D. A. Souders was chosen to succeed Rev. A. S. Dechant, after

which the following re-assignment of Superintendents was

made: General Superintendent Fouse to the Synod of the

Interior, Superintendent Whitmer as heretofore, and Super-

intendent Souders to the Ohio and Pittsburg Synods.

By this arrangement, each Superintendent now resides

within the territory assigned to him, and thereby the suggestion

of the last General Synod is met.
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The several mem'bers of the Board have cheerfully given

their best efforts to the work entrusted to them, which has a

manysidedness and importance that is not always understood.

Questions of finance, of law, of expediency, of organization

and of administration demand constant attention.

Our Secretary, Treasurers and Attorney have rendered

valuable and important services, requiring skill and trained

ability, for a nominal compensation.

Our Superintendents and Field Secretary are tried men of

large experience, good judgment and consecrated zeal. They

mediate between the Board and the individual mission by their

personal contact and their relation to both the Board and the

missions. No system of correspondence from any point, how-

ever well conducted, can supersede this agency. Without it.

the cause would languish, and the work in many places would

be endangered.

Our missionaries, as a class, are capable, faithful, self-

sacrificing and efficient. Many of them are doing heroic service

that deserves the sympathy and appreciation of the Church.

Our missions are mainly located in the centres of popula-

tion. They are well organized and energetically conducted. Only

men who are well equipped, strong and courageous can be

used as missionaries in our day. To locate and maintain mis-

sions in cities is expensive as a first cost, but wise, because of

the later permanent results, as experience has abundantly

proven. Our missions have grown proportionately as fast as

the established charges, or even faster, and their average con-

tributions per member have been far larger. In the face of diffi-

culties, a broad and substantial foundation for future efficiency

is being laid.

It is required of all our missions that all church property

in their control shall be properly insured against fire, in some

substantially accredited insurance company.

GERMAN WORK.

The two Boards of the German Synods have, with com-

mendable zeal and encouraging success, prosecuted the work
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in their respective fields. The following particulars and

statistics for the German IJoard of the East have been given by

its President, Rev. I'. H. Dippell, D.D.

:

By the grace of God, we have been enabled to carry on

our work especially in the larger cities located within the juris-

diction of our Synod, for the reason that most of the German
immigrants remaining in the East have a preference for city

life. Although we frankly confess that we have not succeeded

to the extent of our desires, yet we are deeply grateful to a di-

vine Father that the work of our faithful nussionancs has not

been in vain. We arc grateful also to the General bynod lor its

noble support and encouragement, without which we could not

have carried on the work succcssluliy. Uut we regret to report

that in New York, Uoston, Philadelphia, lialtimore, LJuliaio,

and, in fact, in all the larger cities, are large numbers oi

Germaais whom we have not been able to reach, and these

highly important fields are still open and before us. We there-

fore sincerely hope and pray that your Uoard will again cheer-

fully recommend this work to be carried on by the German

Synods, and so help us to carry out the work as successfully

as it is possible to do.

It gives us great pleasure to inform you that one of our

most promising missions in Buffalo is now self-sustaining, and

the prospects are bright for several others. We have also

established a new mission in Newark, N. J., to be organized in

a few months.

Some of our missionaries have felt it their duty to conduct

their evening services in English, in order to enable them to

retain the younger element in the Church, knowing that by

the use of German services exclusively, they were unable to

do so.

In conclusion, we appeal for a, renewal of the past appro-

priation. We do this in confidence, knowing that it is God's

work. We try to work with enthusiasm, but to be successful

we need your help.
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Statistical and Financial Report.

Missions and missionaries, 13; congregations, 13; mem-
bers, 2,163; unconfirmed members, 1,521; Sunday-schools, 13;

scholars, officers and teachers, 2,345; churches, 12; parsonages,

II; for congregational use, $37,242; for benevolence, $993;
value of church property, $164,750; debt on church property,

$60,850; support given by the Board, $3,555; amount of salary

paid by the missions, $5,910.

The triennial report of the Board of Home Missions of

the Synod of the Northwest and of the Central Synod was

presented by its President, Rev. Conrad Hassel, and is as

follows

:

The territory in which this Board is carrying on its opera-

tions is remarkable for the wealth of its material resources and

the rapid growth of its population. A large per cent, of this

vast population is composed of Germans. Many of them live

in the large cities, others in the smaller ones, while still others

take up the farm lands and form new colonies and settlements.

The Reformed Church has Bohemian missions and Hun-
garian missions, and it is right that it should have them. This

is an important work, and its interest should be vigorously

pushed. The vast importance of our foreign missions and

the home work intrusted to the General Board goes without

saying. But the Church should not forget its work among the

Germans. Its importance should be strongly emphasized. A
work of so much value to the Church as a whole deserves the

hearty endorsement of its entire constituency.

Scores of German churches have become English, and

others are advancing in that direction. While at one end of

the line German churches are being created, at the other end

many are becoming English. Whatever may be the various

attitudes toward this trend, the fact is recognized by all. It

may also be mentioned that circumstances make it necessary

for the German Boards to support German-English missions

;

at present, there are seven. These facts were brought to the

notice of the General Synod at its meeting in Baltimore, in
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May, 1902, and it generously and unanimously passed the

following resolutions

:

Resolved, That tliis Synod fully appreciates the work of home

missions as conducted by the German Synods.

Resolved, That the sum of $4,500 be apportioned annually upon the

English Synods for German-English work, the money to be paid by

the treasurer of General Synod's Board, as follows : two-thirds to the

treasurer of the Board of Home Missions of the Synod of the Northwest

and Central Synod, and one-third to the treasurer of the Board of

Home Missions of the German Synod of the East.

This gives the English Synods an opportunity to do

something for a work that concerns the whole Church, and

enables the German Synods to concentrate their force more

fully upon conquests in the German field. We hope that the

General Synod will again take favorable action in this matter.

The amount received up to the present writing, March 3, 1905,

is $3,222.60.*

The main stronghold of the German section of the

Reformed Church lies in the West. The stupendous task of

developing the vast amount of material accessible to our

Church in this immense territory devolves upon the Board

of Home Missions of the Synod of the Northwest and Central

Synod. This work has been steadily increasing in magni-

tude and importance. For example :

Seven years ago, there were 24 missions and 30 congre-

gations, with a membership of 2,587 and an annual support of

$6,825. Now there are 44 missions and 72 congregations, with

a membership of 4,930 and an annual support of $11,546.

Thus in this short period there has been a numerical increase

of 20 missions, 42 congregations and 2,343 members, and an

increased financial support of $4,721. Six missions have be-

come self-supporting during the last three years, and quite a

number will become in the next few years.

The time was, in the history of our German missionary

operations in the West, when new fields had to be sought

;

•The amount annually apportioned for three years Is $4,500. The amount re-

ceived within this time is" ouly $7,575.07, leaving a deficit of nearly $0,000.—Ed.
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now they come to us unsought, and even more rapidly than

we are able to take care of them. Christ has indeed set before

us an open door, great and effectual, and no man can shut it,

unless we shut it ourselves by failing to act promptly and

efficiently. God has given us the opportunity, the ability, and,

as a consequence, the responsibility. We append the following

statistics of the past year

:

Missions and missionaries, 44 ; congregations, 'J2 ; mem-
bers, 4,930; unconfirmed members, 3,526; Sunday-schools, 58;

Sunday-school scholars, officers and teachers, 3,563 ; for con-

gregational use, $28,378 ; for benevolence, $4,025 ; churches,

43; parsonages, 30; value of church property, $181,150; debt

on church property, $55,057 ; insurance, $99,695 ; support given

by the Board, $11,546; salary paid by the missions, $10,821.

HUNGARIAN WORK.

For many years, Hungarians of the Reformed faith have

been emigrating to this country, until now they number perhaps

oiiejiundred.lhou&ajld. About fifteen years ago, we began work
among them, securing ministers from Hungary at our expense

and mainly through the co-operation of the Reformed Church

of that country. This work was successfully carried forward

until we had on our roll of missionaries seventeen Hungarian

ministers. It was to us a labor of love, costing us much con-

cern and many thousands of dollars. We had plans for the

enlargement of thework, and the future was full of bright

promise. But just at this stage, in March. 1904, to our great

surprise, Coimt Joseph,JQegenfeld^ap^eareiL in our uiidstj^who

claimed to have come in the najriejrnd by the authority of the

Refornied, Church in -Hungary., He at once began privately

and by personal interviews to treat with our ministers and con-

gregations, and succeeded in aHeEatittg--aaid leading to seces-

sion eight of the seyenLeeiLniillisters and sixoFThe seventeen"

congregationSj'while they were in organic relation with "The

Reformed Church in the United States and under the direction

of its Board of Home Missions. These ministers, in October,

1904, in the name and by the authority of the Reformed Church

of Hungary, organized "The_American Hungarian Classis,"
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subiect to tlic Church in Hungary and owing allegiance to

that body By this act, she violated and brought into reproach

her own church law, which requires that a transfer of church

relation can be made only through a certificate of dismission.

If she had been taking: car^jQi-lier,-Qwn_peoplem-:thJS

country, we would never have ^entered upon -this. work, it

sheTn^V^^^riredfor the spiritual interests of her country-

men, there are many thousands whom we have not reached

and who are spiritually destitute. \Vliy not go to these and

let our_wi)i:k alone?
"^

But all honor to the ministers and congregations whom

the glitter of gold cannot bribe, and whom the threatJlLhang

disabled in the home land did not drive to dishonor their

vows and obligations_tojhe Church into wliich they have been

incoFpoT^a: Where Christian integrity is recognized, they

will be Iwld in growing estimation.

This movement to establish an American Ilunganaii

Church has been irregular, unconstiluHonal, rcvohU.onary and

demoralizing. It is not a withdrawal, but a ^cccsMon and an

efifort to set up a rival organization.

We would fain believe that the Church in Hungary has

been unwittingly led to countenance and authorize this move-

ment and we are willing also to believe that the ministers and

congregations that have been induced to go into this secession

movement have done so without realizing the position in which

they have placed themselves before God and all right-thinking

men This_condition_oith^
^^^t.

to send a statement of the^e jactstoourj:nglisi].la^mi:-G€F«^n

and ejpedalbLt^<illlJtLuug*i4^^

mio-ht-tbe-better understa»d-t4.t-gfos^^vrong-tkme4)y thts^#or-t

to establish a foreign CIuiixhonAmieri^^

in^^Hnci^Toir lnsteadjJJmiBD^^
The ministers and the congregations out of whom The

American Hungarian Cassis has been organized are as follows :

Rev. Zoltan Kuthv, New York, N. Y.
;
Rev. Elsi^SL^^

Passaic N J
' Rev. Alexander Vajo. Woodbridge. N. J.; Rev.

Ladislaus Bereczkv. Phoenixville, Pa. : Rev. John Ujlaky, Mt
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Carmel, Pa. ; Rev. Tulius_ Balogh . Pocahontas, Va. ; Rev. Bela

Kovacs, Johnstown, Pa., without his congregation, and Rev.

Ernest Komjathy, Bridgeport, Conn., wjthout iLis^-Congregation.

The South River, N. J., congregation also refused to go with

the pastor, Rev. Mr. Vajo, but has since united with the Presby-

terian__Hungarian- Church.

In certain locahties, the people, in large numbers, refused

to go with their pastors; and now, in SQme_£ases, as the result,

an antagonistic congregation has been organizedm the same"

town. "Tt is apparent that there will be hindrance'irro^iF'worlc,

especially in getting ministers.^oiTT_Hungar3', and wc may be

\y^ compelled to educate a Hungarian ministry in this country. A
*^ji^ beginning has already been made. Through funds contributed

J/^ especially for this purpose, we are now assisting two studenrs

in the Tlieological SemiBary-alJjiSnj^Qhia. Our Superintend-

ents have been instructed to seek out, through the Hungarian
pastors, suitable candidates for the ministry from among their

own people. The challenge is also made to persons of means
to help this feature of the work by special gifts so as to enable

us to raise up a Hungarian ministry on our own soil, which
shall be in accord with Americar cluirrh life. The Board pro-

poses to continue tl.is interesting and important work, even

though at some disadvantage. We must protect and take care

of tl'.e n^misters and congregations who have chosen to re-

main wiih us. The amouu'. apportioned upon all the vSynods

for Hungarian and Bohemian v.ork was $27,000. The an^Q'int

received was only $14,022.21, leaving a deficiency of $12,977^79.

BOHEMIAN WORK.

There is a large Bohemian population in the United

States, among whom we have two organized missions, the one

on the west side of Chicago, 111., and the other in Cleveland,

Ohio. Both of them are well located and now have creditable

and comfortable church buildings. The Bohemian work is

especially difficult because the people are largely dominated by

infidel leaders. Quite two-thirds of the Bohemian papers cir-

culated in the United States are infidel in tendency. Because

this is so, and the work is difficult, it is all the more imp irtant

that it be vigorously prosecuted.
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THE HARBOR MISSION.

The harbor mission at New York City is on EUis Island

and under the efficient management of Rev. Paul Sommerlatte.

He is now in the fifteenth year of this service, and is familiar

with the laws, rules and regulations of the government, and

therefore can assist immigrants in conforming to them. He is

also well acquainted with the ministers and congregations of

our Church, and can direct strangers to desirable locations for

church advantages as well as to where they may find suitable

employment. Foreigners of the Reformed faith are met at the

landing by our missionary and a kindly hand is extended to

help them as they set foot on our shores. ^linisters, parents

and relatives both in Europe and America direct children and

even whole families coming to our land to the care of the Har-

bor missionary at New York. Single women, young children

or aged persons traveling alone from the United States to

Europe are also frequently directed to him. He meets them on

their arrival at the railroad depot, takes them to proper lodging

places and conducts them to the departing steamer.

Besides caring for the welfare of our own people he is

active in general charity work among the immigrants. He has

now served under five different commissioners, doing work

which government officers cannot do, such as providing cloth-

ing for the poor who have lost their baggage on the voyage.

Also food is furnished in cases of need, and in extreme cases

even railroad tickets. Cases of distress are not confined to im-

migrants, but among them are citizens of the United States

returning to this country, sick, helpless and penniless. The

funds of this charity are furnished by congregations, societies

and individuals who have learned by actual contact the need of

this phase of work at the landing.

But above all this is the spiritual assistance given. The

sick in the hospitals are visited and the afflicted comforted.

Alany deaths occur, many are deported and thereby fond hopes

are crushed. Many are afraid to state their case to the govern-

ment officers, but open their hearts in confidence to the minister

of the gospel.
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Many immigrants after having located in this country seek

the further advice of the first friend they met on landing, the

Harbor missionary. The correspondence that he conducts as

a part of the work of his office amounts to about i,5CX) letters

each year. He distributes yearly among the immigrants about

1,000 church calendars with the names and addresses of our

Reformed ministers in the United States, about 1,000 tracts

with the same names and addresses, and about 800 copies of the

Kirchenzeitung, with the news from our congregations, where-

by the strangers are enabled to get reliable information as to

where they may find Reformed churches in which to worship

and a friendly invitation to unite with a congregation as soon

as they reach their new home.

All this work must be done in rain or sunshine, early in

the morning or late at night, as the discharge from the vessel

at the landing may take place. The stress and strain of this

trying and important work are not generally appreciated. It

is an efficient factor in the extension of our Church, the value

of which cannot be estimated.

We regret to report that of the $3,600 apportioned for this

triennium only $3,014.62 reached our treasury. This work

cannot be conducted for less than the full amount apportioned.

The debt here created is part of the amount we are compelled

to carry.

SUNDAY-SCHOOL MISSIONARY.

In accordance with an agreement with the Sunday-school

Board, by which it has a voice in the selection of the mission-

ary and the field of labor, that Board assumes one-half of the

support of such missionary, but in the discharge of his mis-

sionary work he is under the direction of this Board.

Rev. A. C. Dieffenbach filled the position when our last

report was made and was assigned to Allegheny, Pa., where he

continued up to December 31, 1902, when he was released as

Sunday-school missionary and commissioned to take charge of

the mission organized at that place. The office remained vacant

until December i, 1904, when Rev. Henry S. Gekeler was com-

missioned and sent to Indianapolis, Ind., where he is expected

to continue until we can orsranize and sustain a mission there.
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WOMAN S WORK.

The vvonxti of the Lliurcli are orj^anizetl into Synodical

and Classical societies in the Eastern, ( )hio, Pittsburg and In-

terior Synods. There is no Synodical society in the Potomac

Synod, though some of its Classes are organized.

Woman's organized work lias given strength to the mis-

sionary operations of the Church. The special training of

thousands of young people, reaching even to the children in

Mission Bands, must not be computed by the outward results

at hand and therefore cannot be estimated.

The society of (jeneral Synod has paid into the treasury of

our Board during the tricnnium for general work $9,474.66,

and for church-building $1,432.05, a total of $10,906.71. The

figures given may not indicate the full extent of their help, but

this is what we received.

The Board is thankful to the women for the assistance

given and congratulates them on the excellent work they are

doing; and we earnestly beg them to give to home missionary

work the large consideration and aid which its imi)ortance de-

mands.

HOME MISSIONARY DAY.

The Board has sought to make effective the second Sunday

in November, set apart by General Synod as Sunday-school

Home Missionary Day. We have each year at our expense

distributed suitable programs and envelopes among the pastors

of the English congregations throughout the Church. No
doubt good has resulted therefrom, but there has been no ap-

parent corresponding increase in the offerings for home mis-

sions. We are therefore led to believe that the funds contrib-

uted on this day have been largely applied to the apportionment

for home missions, instead of being returned as special offer-

ings with which the Board should undertake additional work,

as the General Synod intended. The day was designed to pro-

vide a favorable opportunity for the training of the young in

the knowledge of our work and in the spirit of benevolence,

and not in any sense to take from the congregation the privilege

and responsibility of giving to the full extent of their ability
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toward the support of the benevolent operations of the Church.

Thij day should not be made a substitute for systematic, intel-

Hgent and faithful giving in the congregation.

A MISSIONARY PERIODICAL.

To meet an expressed desire and in order to furnish all

necessary information concerning Home Missions the Board

in September, 1903, began to publish a small four-page monthly

called The Home Missionary Bulletin for gratuitous circula-

tion in the English Synods. We supposed it could be mailed

like other publications at one cent a pound ; but as it had no

subscription list and was sent for free distribution, this could

not be done. It is now sent at the nominal yearly cost of one

cent a copy. It contains no general church or secular news,

but home missionary matter only, so as not to- interfere with

any of the other church periodicals.

Its present circulation is 26,000, but to accomplish its pur-

pose fully a copy ought each month to be placed in every family

in the Church. It is believed that the cost incurred in its pub-

lication, possibly $1,400 a year, will be far more than compen-

sated by the results that may be expected to follow the fresh and

important information that is monthly communicated through

its columns.

LEGACIES.

We have received as legacies, other than for Church-build-

ing Funds, during the past three years the sum of $3,674.82.

The names of these stewards of Christ who recognized the

claims of His kingdom on their earthly possessions and made

provision for its use when they had entered into rest, are re-

corded with particulars in the Treasurer's statement which is

a part of this report.

CHURCH-BUILDING FUNDS.

A Church-building Fund is $500 or more, and bears the

name of the giver or any other suitable name. This money,

given to the Board of Home Missions, must always be held as

a distinct fund, and used only for the building of churches in

missions under the care of this Board, or for the purchase of

ground for such churches.
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These funds are loaned to the missions on first mortgage,

so as to insure safety, and nuist come back within a reasonable

time and so repeat their former work. This loan-plan has the

unqualified approval of all our Synods, and is now in operation

throughout the whole Church. In 1886 the English Board in

the East adopted it, and a few years later the General Board

adopted it. It is a noteworthy fact that these two Boards now

have one hundred and eighty of these funds on record and at

work, over $106,000, all gathered since April, 1886.

In the triennial report of 1899 the Board gave a full list

of the funds received up to April i, 1899; and in the report of

1902 the list was continued to April i, 1902.

As it will be a great satisfaction to those who have given

Oiurch-building Funds since that time to know where their

money has been used, and as the same information will be a

matter of interest to all earnest-minded people, we herewith

give a statement of the funds received by each Board between

April I, 1902, and April i, 1905, including the name of the

fund, the name of the giver, the date of the giving and the place

and the time of use. When the name of a place is given, of

course the mission there located is meant.

I. THOSE OF THE BI-SYNODIC BOARD.

(The numbering is continued from the list given three y* ars ago.)

44. The Michael Weiss Church-building Fund, $500. Given March

22, 1902, by will of Elder Michael Weiss, of Wapwallopen, Pa.

45. The Archie Campbell Shuford Church-building Fund, $500.

Given January 20, 1903, by Elder A. A. Shuford, of Hickory, N. C.

46. The Josiah Griffith Church-building Fund, $500. Given May

24, 1904, by will of Josiah Griffith, of Imler, Pa.

47. The Second Church (Reading) Sunday-school Church-building

Fund, $500. Given June 23, 1904, by the Sunday-school of the Second

church, Reading, Pa.

48. The Bennevillc and Scraphine A. Dissler Church-building

Fund, $1,000. Given September 7, 1904. by will of Mrs. Seraphine A.

Dissler, of the Second church, Reading, Pa.

49. The Leonora Boys Church-building Fund, $1,000. Given

September 7, 1904. by will of Mrs. Seraphine A. Dissler, of the Second

church, Reading, Pa.
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50. The Rev. Dr. Jacob O. Miller Church-building Fund, $500.

Given January, 1905, by will of Rev. Dr. J. O. Miller, of York, Pa.

51. The Catharine Trone and Richard Bernard Schmidt Church-

building Fund, $500. Completed March 30, 1905, by Rev. Ambrose M.
and Mrs. Alda May Schmidt.

II. THOSE OF THE GENERAL BOARD.

(The numbering is continued from the list given three years ago.)

79. The Whitemarsh Church-building Fund, $500. Given by the

congregation and Sunday-school at Fort Washington, Pa. Completed

December 24, 1901, but, by oversight, omitted from the list of May i,

1902. Invested at Ohmer Park, Dayton, O.

80. The Mary J. Brinker Church-building Fund, $2,450. Given by

will of Miss Mary J. Brinker, Lisbon, O. Completed April 18, 1902.

Of this amount, $1,500 were loaned to the Hungarian church, New
York, N. Y. Now invested in Lorain, O. Invested in Homestead, Pa.,

$950.

St. The Daniel and Polly Frantz Church-building Fund, $500.

Given by Mrs. Polly Frantz, Adam N. Frantz and Rev. Daniel N.

Frantz, of Dakota, 111., June 18, 1900, and invested in Des Moines, Iowa.

82. The Rev. Daniel N. Frantz Church building Fund, $500. Given

July 9, 1902, by the will of Mrs. Polly Frantz, Dakota, 111. Invested in

Lawton, Iowa.

83. The George W. and Agnes Hoffman Church-building Fund,

No. I, $500. Given by Elder George W. and Mrs. Agnes Hoffman,

Gettysburg, Pa., July 17, 1902. Invested in Homestead, Pa.

84. The Middletown Sunday-school Church-building Fund, $500.

Given May 31, 1902, by the Sunday-school of Middletown, Md.
Invested in Homestead, Pa.

85. The William F. Brinker Church-building Fund, $500. Given

May 31, 1902, by will of Elder W. F. Brinker, of the Second church,

Greensburg, Pa. Invested in Homestead, Pa.

86. The Wichita Classis Church-building Fund, $Soo. Completed

May 19, 1902. Invested in the Hungarian church. New York, N. Y.,

and now in Lorain, O.

87. The John and Eve M. Auer Church-building Fund, $100.

Given June 20, 1902, by Mrs. Catharine A. Certia, of Louisville, O.

Invested in Toledo, O.

88. The York Trinity Missionary Society Church-building Fund,

$500. Completed June 2^, 1902, by the Jacob O. Miller Missionary

Society of Trinity church, York, Pa. Invested m Toledo O.

89. The Henry M. Housekeeper Church-building Fund, $500.

Given July 2, 1902, by Elder Henry M. Housekeeper, of Trinity church,

Philadelphia, Pa. Invested in Homestead, Pa.
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90. The Sarah A. Housekeeper Church-building Fund, $500. Given

July 2, 1902, by Mrs. Sarah A. Housekeeper, of Trinity church,

Philadelphia, Pa. Invested in Homestead, Pa.

91. The Bernard Wolff Memorial Church building fund, $500.

Given August 2, 1902, by Mrs. Annie W. WolflF, of Grace church,

Pittsburg, Pa., in memory of her husband. Invested in Allegheny, Pa.

92. The Joseph and Elizabeth B. Correll Church-building Fund,

$500. Completed by their daughter. Miss Susanna Correll, of Belvidere,

N. J., December 29, 1902. Invested in Toledo, O.

93. The John Williamson Nevin Diehl Church-building Fund,

$500. Given January 15, 190,3, by Elder L. H. Diehl, of Astoria, 111.

Invested in the Bohemian church, Chicago, 111.

94. The Jacob Dietz Church-building Fund, $500. Given January

15, 1903. by will of Elder Jacob Y. Dietz, of Christ church, Philadelphia,

Pa. Invested in Apollo, Pa.

95. The George W. Dietz Church-building Fund, $500. Given

January 15, 1903, by will of Elder J. Y. Dietz, of Christ church,

Philadelphia, Pa. Invested in Homestead. Pa.

96. The Sarah E. Rupp Church-building Fund, $500. Given

January 15, 1903, by will of Elder J. Y. Dietz, of Christ church,

Philadelphia, Pa. Invested in Homeville, Pa.

97. The Elizabeth Dietz Frey Church-building, Fund, $500. Given

January 15, 1903, by will of Elder J. Y. Dietz, of Christ church, Phila-

delphia, Pa. Invested in Crafton Terrace, Pittsburgh, Pa.

98. The Catharine Albright Church-building Fund, $500. Given

January 15, 1903, by will of Elder J. Y. Dietz, of Christ church,

Philadelphia, Pa. Invested in Homestead, Pa.

99. The Rev. Dr. Benjamin and Amelia B. Bausman Church-

building Fund, $500. Given March 4, 1903, by themselves. Invested in

Chicago, 111.

100. The Elizabeth G. Houck Church-building Fund, $500. Given

March 5, 1903, by her sisters, Mrs. Catharine S. Jacobs, Mrs. George

A. Simmons, Miss Emma B. Houck and Miss Ella V. Houck, of

Frederick, Md. Invested in Chicago, 111.

loi. The Rev. Calvin U. Heilman Church-building Fund, $500.

Completed March 11, 1903, by the Water Street charge, Alexandria,

Pa. Invested in Grace church, Altoona, Pa.

102. The Rev. Dr. Charles F. and Maria Hoke Church-building

Fund, No. 2, $500. Given March 12, 1903, by Mrs. Harriet O. McC.
Schnebly, of Mercersburg, Pa.

103. The Clarion Classis Church-building Fund, $500. Given by

the Classis, January 17, 1903. Invested in Apollo, Pa.

104. The St. Paul's (Reading) Sunday-school Jubilee Church-

building Fund, $500. Given March 23, 1903, by St. Paul's Sunday-
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school, Reading, Pa., on the fiftieth anniversary of the ordination of

Rev. Dr. B. Baiisn^an.

105. The Rev. Franklin J. Mohr and Family Church-building

Fund, $500. Given April 20, 1903, by Rev. F. J. INIohr, in grateful

memory of the goodness of God during a ministry of fifty years and

fifty years of familjj life. Invested in Philadelphia, Pa.

106. The Jane and Annie S. Evans Church-building Fund, $500.

Given June i, 1903, by Miss Jane Evans, of Reading, Pa. Invested in

Philadelphia, Pa.

107. The George W. and Agnes Hofifman Church-building Fund,

No. 2, $500. Given July 11, 1903, by Elder George W. and Mrs. Agnes

Hofifman, Gettysburg, Pa. Invested in Philadelphia, Pa.

108. The George G. Solliday and Family Church-building Fund,

$500. Given June 6. 1903, by Elder George G. Solliday, of Christ

church, Hagerstown, Md. Invested in Philadelphia, Pa.

109. The Sophia Knappenberger Lorah Church-building Fund,

$500. Given June 15, 1903, by Mrs. Sophia Lorah, Monroe, Pa.

Invested in Philadelphia, Pa.

no. The Woman's Missionary Society of Reading Classis Church-

building Fund, $500. Completed May 21, 1903. Invested in Phila-

delphia, Pa.

111. The Sarah W. Reber Church-building Fund, $500. Given

September 9, 1903, by Elder James T. Reber, of St. Paul's church,

Reading, Pa., in memory of his beloved wife. Invested in New
Kensington, Pa.

112. The Mary Kunz Church-building Fund, $500. Given October

I, 1904, by Mr. John Kunz, of Huntingdon, Pa., in loving memory of

his mother. Invested in Toledo, O.

113. The Catharine C. Evans Church-building Fund, $500. Given

September 9, 1903, by the will of Mrs. Catharine C. Evans, of St.

Paul's church, Lancaster, Pa. Invested in Toledo, O.

114. The Rev. Frederick Rahauser Church-building Fund, $500.

Given November 2"], 1903, by Miss Ella A. Rahauser, of St. Mark's

church, Pittsburg, Pa., in memory of her grandfather. Invested in

Cleveland, Ohio.

115. The Emmanuel J. Diehl Church-building Fund, $500. Given

November 25, 1903, by Elder Emmanuel J. Diehl, of Charlesville, Pa.

Invested in Cleveland, Ohio.

116. The Job's and Millow Church-building Fund, $500. Given

February 4, 1904, by Lancaster Classis, Ohio Synod. Invested in

Cleveland, Ohio.

117. The John Ranch Church-building Fund, $500. Given Febru-

ary 22, 1904, by Miss Eliza A. Ranch, of Martinsburg, W. Va., in loving

memory of her father. Invested in Cleveland, Ohio.
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Ii8. The Philadelphia Trinity Ladies' Missionary Society Church-

building Fund, $500. Completed Scpteml>er 22, 1903, by the Ladies'

Missionary ScxMety of Trinity church, Philadelphia, Pa. Invested in

Philadelphia. Pa.

119. The Ministers and Elders of the Interior Synod Church-

building Fund, $500. Completed April, 1904. Invested in Pittsburgh, Pa.

120. The Isaac Strauss Church-building Fund, $500. Given June,

1904, by the will of Mr. Isaac Strauss, of Shartlesville, Pa. Invested

in Chicago, 111.

121. The Martha Sinnnons Houck Churcli-building Fund, $500.

Given April 16, 1904, by her aunt, Miss Emma B. Houck. Invested in

Pittsburgh, Pa.

122. The Rev. Dr. Henry Mosser Church-building Fund, $500.

Given May 24, 1904, by the Ladies' Guild of the First church, Reading,

Pa. Invested in Pittsburg, Pa.

123. The Catechumen Church-building Fund, No. 2, $500. Com-
pleted July 22, 1904. Invested in Pittsburg, Pa.

124. The Elizabeth Schindel Roulette Memorial Church-building

Fund, $500. Given September 14, 1904, by Mr. William U. Roulette, of

Zion's church, Hagerstown, Md. Invested in Lisbon, Ohio.

125. The Charles A. Heim Church-building Fund, $500. Given

October 15, 1904, by the will of Miss Elizabeth G. Houck, of Frederick,

Md. Invested in Struthers, Ohio.

126. The Jonas Deissinger Church-building Fund, $300. Given

October 29, 1904, by the will of Dr. Jonas Deissinger, of York, Pa.

Invested in Dillonville, Ohio.

127. The Amityville Ladies' Aid Society Church-building Fund,

$500. Given December 10, 1904, by the Ladies' Aid Society of Amity-

ville, Pa. Invested in Lisbon, Ohio.

128. The Woman's Missionary Society of Ohio Synod Church-

building Fund, No. 2, $500. Completed July 24, 1904. Invested in Lis-

bon, Ohio.

129. The Matilda H. Focht Church-building Fund, $500. Given by

Mr. William J. Focht, of Huntingdon, Pa. Invested in Indianapolis, Ind.

PARTIAL FUNDS.

Although details are not given, it is a matter of interest to know
that in addition to the above list many Church-building Funds are in

process of completion, as follows: The Ella Hobson Fund; the Martins-

burg (Pa.) charge Fund; the Mercersburg Academy Fund; the Knie-

riem Sisters' Fund; the North Penn Ministerial Association Fund; the

Samuel Achenbach Fund ; the Rev. Dr. Rudolph Duenger Fund ; the

Andrew J. and Mary C. Fricker Fund; the Catechumen Fund, No. 3;

the Mission Band Fund ; the Pittsburg Synod Fund ; the Carlisle Classis

Fund; the Tohickon Classis Fund; the St. John's Classis Fund; the
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Iowa Classis Fund, No. 2; the W. M. S. of Ohio Synod Fund, No. 3;

the W. M. S. of the Interior Synod Fund, No. 2; the W. M. S. of St.

Paul's Classis Fund; the W. M. S. of Allegheny Classis Fund, No. 2;

the W. M. S. of the Reformed churches of Lancaster, Pa., Fund.

This department of Church-btiilding Funds is prosperous,

has made encouraging progress and is an important feature of

our work. We have imder supervision and control in lots and

church buildings property which at a fair valuation amounts to

$522,950. We have invested in lots and church buildings

$174,875.16. Of this amount $81,728 is borrowed money, loaned

to our missions at a lower rate of interest than they could other-

wise secure. Every dollar of it is amply secured by real estate.

We must help to establish our mission churches. To locate

a missionary and not aid hint' in securing a well-situated lot,

and in erecting thereon at least a modest but comfortable church

edifice is poor economy, and is putting upon the missionary

burdens and trials he ought not tO' be asked to bear. We must

command more money than our Church-building Funds pro-

vide, so as to take advantage of opportunities and thereby save

the Church from loss, and the mission from failure or a sickly

existence. There never was a time in our history as a Church

when liberal giving promised better results than now.

Since our last report twelve mission churches have been

built. This exceeds in number as well as in the character of

the edifices any like period in the history of the Church, and

was possible only through the assistance we were able to give

by the loan of money. This has given permanence to the mis-

sions and an opportunity to make healthy progress in every de-

partment of church activity. Other promising fields are wait-

ing an entrance upon similar work, and we are held back only

by the lack of funds. Should not such facts appeal to the

stewards of wealth and induce them by their gifts to create

memorials that shall be a blessing to unborn generations?

SELF-SUPPORT.

The work of home missions is to stimulate to self-sup-

port the churches that are born through its agency and fostered

by its care, to develop themi from dependence to independence,
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and to make them cfTicicnt in helping- others. The average

mission chnrch has its hoginning in weakness and dependence.

A proi>er ambition, however, will help it to realize the privilege

of self-support and impel it to make the effort as soon as pos-

sible. The following missions have reached self-support this

triennium. The sacrifice required was in each case cheerfully

made:
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Secretary have been specially helpful in securing this result.

Not to advance in this day of opportunity and demand is little

better than retreat. The Board has been loyal to the instruc-

tions given us, though there has been no proportionate increase

of revenue for the growing work.

THE FINANCES.

By comparison of the receipts of the triennium with those

of the preceding one, excluding the Church-building Funds and

loans, it will be seen that the actual income from all sources

was $172,426.80, an advance of $42,352.07.

In home missions it is not possible to present any object of

unusual interest and attractiveness calling out large special gifts

for particular objects. The dependence of the Board for the sup-

port of the work is the apportionment made by General Synod.

The whole amount received from this source for the work con-

ducted by this Board is $172,426.80, the amount apportioned

was $210,600, leaving a deficiency of $38,173.20; and because

of this your Board has been compelled to carry a debt varying

from $35,000 to $15,000. At present it is about $20,000.

THE WORK IN HAND.

By reference to the enrollment list it will be seen that the

present number of missions is 106 including 4 that have just

become self-supporting. Their location will emphasize the fact

that the work is no longer confined to the frontier or even the

newer States, but that our most urgent calls have come from

the growing and populous communities in the older States. The
great cities of the country are becoming the most important and

urgently needy fields.

The increased expenses of living are working hardship

on our missionaries, and the Board has been obliged in some
cases to come to their relief by supplementing their income. It

is poor policy to put a missionary under special stress for the

necessaries of life. Because of this condition of aflfairs the

normal reduction in salaries could not in all cases be made.

To support the work in hand we must have annually

$60,000. In addition to the missions now enrolled and to whose
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support we are plcdg^cd, there are other fields of rich promise

and great importance calHng to us for help. To deny these ap-

peals means serious loss to the communities from which they

come and where real need exists. It means also a surrender

of the sources of strength and the opportunity of growth so

vital to the larger prosperity of the Church.

To meet the demands on us we must have the entire appor-

tionment asked for, not merely two-thirds of it. The size of the

treasury must in large measure determine the extent of the

Board's operations. The income must be enlarged if the work

is to be enlarged. Unless the Church will generously respond

to these appeals for help there will be left no alternative but to

decline additional new work or to cut down appropriations to

the point of serious embarrassnent and injury to the mission-

aries in the field, which would be equally disastrous. It is not

good business continuously to carry a debt fromi one triennium

to another in doing work in the Lord's name.

Missions that give no promise of self-support within a rea-

sonable time must be consolidated with near congregations,

wherever that is possible. The Board cannot carry missions

forward indefinitely.

THE CLAIMS OF THE FUTURE.

It is a striking fact that the field has not only widened in

extent, but has also whitened unto the harvest with great rap-

idity in these later years. The problem for us is how shall we

meet the demands of this great field with our limited resources

of men and n^.oney. The outlook for the future is full of en-

couragement only as the Church shall realize her responsibility

for the evangelization of our country. The doors are wide

open. How fast and how far we shall be permitttd to enter

will depend on the response the Church will make to our ap-

peals. There is need of the consecration of more money to the

service of the kingdom. Our Church is growing in numbers

and wealth and the opportunities for service are enlarging on

every hand, but there is not a corresponding growth in the

grace of giving. We plead for that which shall be indivitlual,

systematic and proportionate.

There is also a growing demantl for men, earnest, capable,
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consecrated men, which is far in excess of the supply. Let the

Qiurch continue to pray the Lord of the harvest to bring forth

His laborers.

The Master bids us "Lift up your eyes and look on the

fields, for they are white already to harvest.'' Let us definitely

see the field to which we are sent, and be inspired to greater

devotion and zeal by the thought of an enlarged and more glo-

rious Church and of a nation exalted in righteousness. With

the men and means we should command and by a wise and vig-

orous prosecution of the work to which Providence calls us, we
ought to do more than we have so far done. Hitherto the

growth of the Church at home and abroad has been largely

through the creative power of home missions. This is the wit-

ness to the importance of this work, and this is also the ground

of its appeal for continued recognition and support.

CONCLUSION.

That the United States is becoming more and more a

world power is beyond question ; and as such it is destined to

exert a controlling influence not only along political and com-

mercial lines, but more especially also in the alYairs of Christ's

kingdom. A vast tide of foreign immigration is sweeping in on

our shores. The power of this alien host is slowly but surely

modifying our national life. While we are warranted in re-

joicing over what has been done for the stranger within our

gates, yet it is painfully apparent that we have touched only the

outer edge of this growing multitude. The safety of the nation

depends largely upon the establishment of the Christian Church

in the destitute places of the land.

The work of the Board of Home Missions ought to stand

at the front of all the agencies of the Church for the upbuilding

of the kingdom of Christ in this land ; and further, if we are to

do much work in the foreign field, it will be done by planting

numerous churches in the home land, so as to increase our

forces and means for a greater work in heathen lands. H this

land is to be the noblest, grandest and freest under the sun, we
must bring the masses that are here under the influence of the

gospel. All the sacred interests of Church and country call for

increased efforts in and offerings for the home work.
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The missionary zeal of any clnircli is largely measured by

the zeal of its pastors. The resj)oiisihility for securing the

needed help in men and money rests primarily in their hands.

Home missionary work will make the church of the future. As
we doubled our membership in the last thirty years, we can

more easily double it again in the next twenty-five years. Our
present prosperity and our n:any advantages are all in our

favor.

When Christians shall learn to guard their alms not as

charity to be met, but as a privilege and sacred duty ; when they

shall look upon the Church not as a beggar and themselves as

the owner of goods, but on the Lord as their Master and them-

selves as stewards ; when they shall calculate their alms on the

principle of proportionate giving and according to the scale laid

down by the Saviour when He commended the widow's mite,

by using not the descending but the ascending scale, from

pinching poverty to princely wealth, then the Lord's treasury

will be adequately supplied with means for the work which

He outlines for His people.

We have entered upon a century that will unfold the great-

est movement of the ages in advancing the cause of Christ at

home and abroad which the Church has ever kno\vn. The chief

factor in this movement we believe must be home missions. To
discharge our part of this work the need is not for more or dif-

ferent machinery nor for change in methods, but for conscien-

tious co-operation in making more effective what we already

have. The finger of Providence points the way, and the ringing

voice of command is that we go forward.

STATISTICAL SUMMARY.
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THE EXPENSES OF THE BOARD FOR THREE YEARS.

Traveling, hotel and other expenses of the Board for the

thirteen meetings $i,686 94
Traveling and other expensts of Superintendents and Field

Secretary 2,064 22

Printing and distributing 12,000 copies of last triennial report. . 224 89

Printing and distributing 5S,oog copies of Easter Greeting, 1904 81 35

Printing and distributing 45,000 copies of tract, ''Building the

House of the Lord" 128 94
Printing and distributing 50,000 copies Home Missionary Day

Service and envelopes, 1903 343 67

Printing and distributing 105,000 copies Home Missionary Day
Service and envelopes, 1904 676 79

Printing and distributing Home Missionary Bulletin from

September, 1903 1,830 00

Total $7,036 80

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS.

The following salaries are paid :

Rev. D. S. Fouse, D.D., General Superintendent. . $1,300 00

Rev. A. C. Whitmer, Superintendent 1,300 00

Rev. D. A. Souders, Superintendent 1,200 00

Rev. D. N. Dittmar, Field Secretary 1,200 00

Rev. T. J. Barkley, D.D., Secretary 100 00

Elder George W. Stein, Treasurer 100 00

Elder C. M. Boush. Attorney and Treasurer of the Church-

building Fund 500 00

Total $5,700 00

There was paid in interest during the past three years on

money borrowed to carry on the work $10,205.47.

The term of service of Revs. T. J. Barkley, D.D., J. J.

Leberman, D.D., John Bachman, D.D., Samuel R. Briden-

baugh, D.D., and Elders George W. Stein and James T. Reber,

expires with the present sessions of Synod.

OVERTURES.

The Board respectfully asks your reverend body to en-

dorse and authorize the following items

:

I. That Synod devote one session to the recognition of

God's blessing uj^on the home missionary work and to the pre-
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sentation of its claims, so that \vc may gather inspiration for

the future.

2. That Scpluagcsinia Sunday of each year be set apart

as a day of special prayer in behalf of the cause of home mis-

sions, and that on that day special sernions be preached setting

forth its claims upon the Church.

3. That the second Sunday in November of each year be

again designated as Home Missionary Day in the Sunday-

schools, and that special emphasis be laid on the fact that the

offerings of this day should not be applied to the aj>i>ortionment

but be over and above the apportionment.

4. That the special attention of pastors and congregations

be called to Art. 130 of the Constitution, relative to the transfer

of members from one congregation to another, and that obedi-

ence thereto be enjoined, since its neglect is the occasion of the

loss of many of our members to the Church and to our mis-

sions, where thfy are needed and where they could be of great

service.

5. That in view of our steady growth in the planting of

missions in large cities and centers of population, where help

must be given in securing desirable church property, and be-

cause of its safe, practicable and of permanent value, the loan-

plan of Church-building Funds, as monuments to the past and

efficient helps to the present and future, be again favorably

commended to congregations ami individuals.

6. That in view of the increased expense of living, the

expansion of our work, the tields of rich promise that call to us

for help, the increase of our church membership and the ability

and growing willingness of our j^eople to give to the Lord's

cause, we ask that Synod assume and a])porti()n the sum of

$97,000 per annum, as follows :

For Home Missions, upon the Englisli Synods $70,000

Fg£J^ungariaixaHtt-BoheTnimi-JJJisiojis,^_iUl£Ui-aIl U>e S3'notis. . .-.- 9;000

For the Harbor Mission, upon all the Synods 1.500

For German-English Missions under the (Jerman Boards, upon

the English Synods 4,500

For church-building, upon the English Synods 12,000
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The record of this trienniiim is now before you. It con-

tains what we hope will inspire and stimulate to greater efforts

for the furtherance of this blessed cause. In this work the

Board is your servant and desires to be guided by your wisdom
and therefore awaits your instructions.

A GREAT LOSS.

After all the foregoing had been prepared and was about to

be put in print, came the sad news of the death of Rev. John
H. Sechler, D.D., a member of this Board. He was elected in

1890, was re-elected in 1896 and again in 1902, and thus was
taken from us in the middle of his third term.

In 1896, he became a member of the Executive Committee,

and it was here that his rare qualities of head and heart were

seen to the best advantage, often in very difficult cases. With
clear views and strong convictions, frank and fair-minded in

discussion, a man of good judgment and close attention to

business, he was most useful in the meetings of the Board and

his valuable services were greatly appreciated. With deep sor-

row the vacancy thus created is referred to the General Synod.

Respectfully submitted,

E. R. EscHBACH, President.

REPORT OF GEORGE W. STEIN, TREASURER OF THE BOARD OF

HOME MISSIONS.

Receipts for three years, from May 4, 1902, to April 29, 1905.

FOR HOME MISSIONS.

Eastern Synod $65,649 71

Potomac Synod 28.441 40

Ohio Synod 16,057 19

Pittsburgh Synod 17,848 21

Synod of the Interior 3-444 36

Central Synod 49 53

Sunday-school Home Missionary Day offerings... 2,862 93

Woman's Missionary Society of General Synod... 8,220 54
Miscellaneous sources 5-241 03

$147,814 90

FOR HUNGARIAN AND BOHEMIAN MISSIONS.

Eastern Synod $ 7,332 27

Potomac Synod 2,357 10
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Ohio Synod 1.501 61

Pittsburgh Synod 1,977 50

Synod of the Interior 314 79

Central Synod 356 17

German Synod of tlie Ea^t 108 90

Northwestern Synod 5 00

Woman's Missionary Society of General Synod. .. 68 87
• 14,022 21

FOR THE HARBOR MISSION.

Eastern Synod $ 1,125 94
Potomac Synod 352 87

Ohio Synod 247 02

Pittsburgh Synod 388 00

Synod of the Interior 42 00

Central Synod 376 20

German Synod of the East 80 34
Northwestern Synod 402 25

3-014 62

FOR GERMAN MISSIONS.

Eastern Synod $ 3,963 80

Potomac Synod i-305 13

Ohio Synod 951 90

Pittsburgh Synod 920 00

Synod of the Interior 264 66

Central Synod 141 58

German Synod of the East 28 00

7,575 07

Total for all purposes for three years $172,426 80

Comparative State of Receipts for three years, from May 4, 1902, to

April 29, 1905.

HOME MISSIONS.

PERIOD.

May, June, July
Anpust. September, October. . . ,

November, December. J.inuary.,
February, March, April

1903.

$1.3..^3.3 7(51 ¥20.44.5 4.3

7..n.'-)4 49
15.319 1(»

9,208 98

1904.

$2.'5.fi35 07
3.S70 20

13.2.")0 07
10,92.-> 43

7.770 07
10,440 .30

10,048 74

|$45;416"33
1

$48,711" 20 1
$53,68T 37 |$i47,'814~90

Total for
3 years.

$ 59.414 26
19.195 36
39.022 13
30,1.83 15

HTTN6AKIAN AND BOHEMIAN MISSIONS.

May, June, July
Auifust, September, October. .

.

November, December, January.
February. March, April

$ 1.720 ;».->'$ 2.921 241$ 3,107 10'$ 7.749 .3."

211 671
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THE HARBOR MISSION.

May, June, July |$ 255 67|$ 497.30
August, September, October

j
134 49| 234 45

November, December, .January I 202 70) 181 SO
February, March, April | 143 87

j

178 94

460 041$ 1.213 01
213 74

1

582 6S
203 66

1

588 31
307 81

1

630 62

1$ 736 79|$ 1,092 58|$ 1,185 25|$ 3,014 62

GERMAN MISSIONS.

May, June, July
August, September, October...
November, December, January
February, March, April

$ 1,060 71 1 $ 2,024 77
90 571 2.53 76
415 87 280 65
203 91 339 60

$ 1,020 92
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From the Ohio Synod,

April, 1902, to April 1903 82048
April, 1903, to April, 1904 844 48

April, 1904, to April, 1905 966 83

2,631 79

From the Pittsburgh Synod,

April, 1902, to April, 1903 1,148 00

April, 1903, to April, 1904 1,170 00

April, 1904, to April, 1905 1,18800

3.506 00

From the Synod of tlic Interior,

April, 1902, to April, 1903 185 03

April, 1903, to April, 1904 237 88

April, 1904, to April, 1905 196 23

619 14

$ 14,756 20

On Church-building Funds,

April, 1902, to April, 1903 13,342 21

April, 1903, to April, 1904 7,186 47
April, 1904, to April 1905 5.058 88

25,587 56

On Obligations issued,

April, 1902, to April, 1903 7.550 00

April, 1903, to April, 1904 24,378 00

April, 1904, to April. 1905 38,065 00

69,993 00

From the Missions on interest,

April, 1902, to April, 1903 921 65

April, 1903, to April, 1904 848 60

April, 1904, to April, 1905 819 59

2,589 84

From the Missions on their debts,

April, 1902, to April, 1903 6,612 94
April, 1903, to April, 1904 2,824 40

April, 1904, to April, 1905 4,568 63

14,005 97

For the Bohemian chapel, Chicago, 111.,

April, 1902, to April, 1903 766 52

April, 1903, to April, 1904 404 80

1. 171 32

Total $130,330 22
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EXPENDITURES.

For investments,

April, 1902, to April, 1903 $18,967 71

April, 1903, to April, 1904 20,136 04

April, 1904, to April, 1905 30,902 53

$ 70 006 28

For interest on indebtedness,

April, 1902, to April, 1903 3-253 00

April, 1903, to April, 1904 3^295 93
April, 1904, to April, 1905 3.656 54

10,205 47
Obligations paid,

April, 1902, to April, 1903 9,600 00

April, 1903, to April, 1904 12,500 00

April, 1904, to April, 1905 25,000 00

47,100 00

Salary of Treasurer and Attornc}', and incidental expenses,

April, 1902, to April, 1903 569 66

April, 1903, to April, 1904 689 00

April, 1904, to April, 1905 612 19

1,870 8S

Hall rent for the Bohemian congregation in Chicago, 111.,

April, 1902, to April, 1903 280 90

April, 1903, to April, 1904 11 25

292 15

$129,474 75

Balance in the treasury 855 47

$130,330 22

And now, April 18, 1905. this certifies that the undersigned, ap-

pointed by the Board of Home Missions to audit the books and accounts

of Elder C. M. Boush, Treasurer of the Church-building Fund, have

attended to their duty and find his accounts correct and true as above

stated.

John J. Leberman,

A. M. Keifer,

Auditing Committee.

As required by the rules of this Board (see Manual, Art. 12), your

Treasurer of the Church-building Fund sent out to each mission having

financial aid from this fund a statement of the claim of the Board and

the conditions thereof, and required of each congregation an itemized
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report of its financial condition and of the provisions made for the pay-

ment of its indebtedness and of the value of its real estate.

From these reports your Treasurer finds that the real estate occu-

pied by the missions that are assisted with funds for the acquisition of

houses of worship is, at a conservative estimate, valued at $522,950,

which does not include the value of the property held by congregations

that were aided and have paid their debt to the Board.

The investments of the Board in these properties amount to

$174,875.16, secured by liens on said real estate by mortgage or deeds,

and by fire insurance on the buildings as collateral.

The indebtedness of the Church-building Fund in bonds amounts

to $81,728, all but $700 bearing 4^ per cent, interest, the $700 bearing 5

per cent. The interest on these bonds was at all times paid punctually

when due in semi-annual instalments, and whenever a request came to

the Treasurer for payment of part or all of the principal before due,

payment was made in less than thirty days after notice making these

bonds as desirable as any government, state or municipal bond and as

secure as either of them, having the constituency of the whole Reformed

Church besides the above-named real estate as security.

This Board has bequests and completed Church-building Funds

amounting to $73,962 and partial payments on Church-building Funds

amounting to $3,612.64, making a total of $77,574.64.

Respectfully submitted,

C. M. BousH,

Treasurer of the Church-building Fund.

April 4, 1905.

ROLL OF THE MISSIONS.

MISSIONS.

Eastern Synod.

Ulidgeportj £1
En 8 ton," Ta
•Harrisburg, Pa.
Hnrrisbiirg. Pa. .

Lancaster, Pa. .

.

Lewistown, Pa. .

.Mt. Carnipl, Pa.
•Norrlstown. Pa.
Oak Lane, Pa. .

.

Philadelphiit, Pa.
Pblladelpbla, Pa.

t
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ROLL OF THE MISSIONS—Continued.

Eastern Synod.

Philadelphia, Pa. .

.

Philadelphia, Pa. . .

Philadelpliia. Pa. .

.

Philadelphia, Pa. . .

Scranton. Pa
Soiitli Norwalli, Conn

Trenkin. N. J
vVairiuil)ort, Pa."...
West Hazleton, Pa.

.

Harbor Mission, N.

MISSIONARIES.
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ROLL OF THE MISSIONS—Continued.

Self-supporting April 1, liR)r..

Interior Synod.

Abilene. Kans
Altaniont. Ill

Anna. Ill

Cedar Rapids. Iowa

.

riiicapo. Ill

rUia^o. III., llim^'..

Chicapo. HI.. H.ih'. .

Conesville, lona . . .

Denver. Col
DeR Moines. Iowa . .

Ertinhnrc. Ill

Emporia. Kans
Hiawatha. Kans. . . .

Holton. Kans
Tola, Kans
Kansas Citr. Mo. . .

I/ineoln. Neb
Lelgliton. Iowa . . . .

I.onetree. Iowa . . . .

Omaha. Neb
Oakaloosa. Iowa . . .

St. .Toseph. Mo
St. I.onls. Mo
Shelby. Ill

Sionx City. Ill

Tipton. low.T

T^rsinns. Iowa
Wilton. Iowa
Whitewater, Knns. .

Ernest N. Evans ,

(Jro. W. Kerstetter.
Solomon Ream
Vaoant
Benjamin B. Royer..
T.onis Nanassy
.Tames IJnd.vcua
Geo. C. Baumgartel.

.

David II. Fonse
EmhofT . . .

Btehtel . . .

S. Fanst
Ilassenpflus
Naly
Haniish ....

W. Kraiiklin Curtis .

I'ctrr .M. Orr
'\II<'haeI LoMcks. P.l>.

Blanchurd A. Black .

Vaoant
F.djrar V. I.oneks
.John W. T.ovp. n.D.

.

Horning
Beade
F. Stanff. r. .

.

Nalv
V. Walker

122|f
ni
70

1

1.43.81$ 1191$
1.4971 IS.-?!

.3.341 79

Elmer E.
John W.
Lawrence
Luther L.

Albert .1.

Louis C.

,Tohn C.

.Tohn C.

Tlionias
.Tohn X.
deorpre
.T«hn B. Bloom
Calvin Foster .

S21

041

.-.SI

f»V

29

1

911

1..39.3

1

sno|

220

1

4r.s]

l..->oo|

(;.->o|

c-.i
I

7.3SI

9001

500M
.3001

2601

791

1011
1111

42C.
I

1.2421
(;29|

,S7.-.|

70111

1,S2

40
.30

9.3

12.SI

021
1411
100

1

1.-.01

2i)0|

1071
ir,s|

791
7.-.

I

ir,ol

800
.300

300
2(vi

200
900
700
400
9.>0

17.'.2."iO|

400| S<"<

100| 1.100
4251
17.-.1

42.-.

.-.00

1

rtooj

.3001

4001
.-..-.01

lOOj

1.090)

1..3.-.3I

S.S.S1

1.17.-.I

00.-.
I

.-.001

.3.914'

3001
371

J?0|
|32f2.0b3 1

$23..S40
1 $2,801

711
i.-.o|

ftoi

921
1.<5.-,|

100|
fi-\

.301

.-.00

1

300]
37.-.

I

200
1

.-.00
1

27.-.
1

.300'

2001

42.5

200
.-.00

4.-.0

S(»0

2.-.0

3-.0

1.000
700
.'i.-.O

700
100
700
T7.->

27.-.

300
300

Note.—Totals f<.r the five Synods: Conjrrrgations. 125; eommunicant members,

11.9S1; raised for congregational use, $125,834; raised for benevolence, $11.99,"..
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II. Report on Home Missions.

The Standing Committee on Home Missions submitted its

report on -the sixth day of the sessions which was duly consid-

ered item by item and finally adopted.

To the Reverend General Synod:

Your Committee on Home Missions would respectfully

submit the following report

:

The documents placed into our hands are:

Item I. The Triennial Report of the Board of Home
Missions.

Item 2. Item 5 of the report of the Committee on Minutes

of the Synod of the Northwest.

The report of the Board makes grateful acknowledgment

of the following factors as contributing to the success of the

work committed to its care

:

1. The divine blessing upon the officers and members of

the Board, upon the missionaries and their families and upon

the faithful people of the missions.

2. The intelligent interest and earnest co-operation in the

work on the part of pastors and congregations.

3. The large experience, good judgment and consecrated

zeal of the superintendents and field secretary.

4. The faithful, self-sacrificing and efficient services of

the missionaries.

5. The organized work of the women of the church.

6. The increase in the number of church-building funds.

7. Increased receipts from the churches.

The report of the Board also notes the following facts in

relation to the work

:

1. During the triennium seven missions have become

self-supporting ; twenty-two mission churches have been built

;

twenty-six new missions have been established, making the

total number of missions under the Board 106.

2. The income of the Board from all sources, not includ-

ing church-building funds, for the three years was $172,426.80.

3. There are now available for the use of the Board 180

church-buildirg funds, an^ounting to more than $106,000, and

twenty funds in process of completion.
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4- The Board has invested in lots and church buildings

$174,875.16, including- $81,728 of funds borrowed at a low rate

of interest and loaned to the missions.

5. The Home Mission work of the German Synods has

been prosperous, these Synods now supporting 57 missions,

with property valued at $345,900.

In view of these encouraging facts and figures, we re-

commend the following for adoption :

1. Resolved, That the General Synod notes with grati-

tude and joy the manifest blessing of Almighty God upon its

home missionary work and prays for a continuance of the

divine favor upon the missions and the missionaries of the

Church; upon its Mission Boards, their officers, members, su-

perintendents and agents ; and upon the people, that they mav
realize the opportunity of saving the nation for Christ by sup-

plying the means of grace to the churchless and Christianizing

the unassimilated portions of the population,

2. ResokrJ, That General Synod devote a brief session

to prayer for home missions immediately upon the adoption of

this report.

3. Resolved, That Septuagesima Sunday of each year be

set apart as a day of special prayer in behalf of the cause of

home missions and that the Classes request the pastors to

preach special sermons on that day setting forth the claims of

home missions upon the Church.

HOME MISSIONARY DAY.

The Board reports that Home Missionary Day was ob-

served by many congregations and Sunday-schools with good
effect. Therefore,

4. Resolved, That the second Sunday in November of

each year be designated as Home Missionary Day in the Sun-
day-schools, and that the Classes be requested to call the special

attention of pastors and consistories to the fact that the offer-

ings of the day should not be applied to the apportionment, but

should be over and above the apportionment.
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HOME MISSIONARY BULLETIN.

At present the Board circulates 26,000 copies of the Home
Missionary Bulletin at a nominal subscription price of one

cent a copy.

5. Resolved, That the Classes be urged to call the atten-

tion of all the pastors to the necessity of giving circulation to

the Bulletin and of bringing it into the families of the Church.

women's work.

The Board makes grateful mention of the valuable assist-

ance rendered by the Woman's Missionary Societies in the sev-

eral Synods and Classes and congregations in contributing al-

most $11,000 to the work of the Board and in cultivating the

spirit of missions.

6. Resolved, That the General Synod gives its hearty

commendation to the Woman's Missionary Societies already

organized in the Synod, Classes and congregations of the

Church and urges all the Synods and Classes to foster the de-

velopment of this good work.

GERMAN AND GERMAN-ENGLISH WORK.

The committee notes with special pleasure the work our

brethren are doing in the German Synods and among the Ger-

man population of the country. Here the Reformed Church

has a great field ripe for the harvest. In our cities and in the

German communities of the great West there are unbounded

opportunities for the Church.

7. Resolved, That the attention and liberal support of the

whole Church be asked to the home missionary work carried

forward by the German Synods of the Church.

HARBOR MISSIONS.

8. Resoh'ed, That General Synod records with pleasure

its approval of the work of the Harbor missionary of the Re-

formed Church and commends the work anew to the interest

and support of the Church.

HUNGARIAN AND BOHEMIAN MISSIONS.

The General Synod has learned with pleasure of the con-

tinued prosperity of this interesting work among the foreigners
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on our shores. We record our profound regret at the interfer-
encej)y what anuears to h^_vv[th p nHinr^fyfrr^». the^Reformed
Church in Hungary. We commend"7he~Ioyatt>r-o i those mis-
sionaries and missions who manifest the Christian spirit of ap-
preciation of the welcoming h^nTT-^xTended^^jhen^^
promise them all the more loving attentioiTTrTtHeTlord. Since
a test has been made and met, and since there is a large num-
ber of these people among us whom we have not yet reached
with the means of grace,

9. Resolved, That we most earnestly commend the Hun-
garian and Bohemian missioiiaiy-vrorlc to the etttii:e-Clwf€h.

10. Resolved, That the overture of the Northwestern
Synod on this subject be referred to the Board of Home Mis-
sions for consideration and action.

In reference to providing pastors for the Hungarian work,
/

11. Resolved, That this Synod approves -the purpose of/
the Board to raise a fund for the education of young men for/
^the Hungarian Ministry and that the details of the plan be
left to the judgment of the Board.

MISSIONS IN THE WEST.
The roll of missions shows that the Board has 29 missions

m the Synod of the Interior, covering the great West, a field
which is rapidly becoming the abiding place of many sons and
daughters of the Reformed Churches in the East as well as of
thousands from the continent of Europe. In view of these facts,

12. Resolved, That the Board of Missions be directed to
found new missions in the cities of the West as rapidly as
men and means will allow.

THE SOUTH AS A MISSION FIELD.

Eight missions, one in Virginia and seven in North Caro-
hna, IS the extent of our home missionary work in the great
new South, a section of our country which is developing more
rapidly, perhaps, than any other, and where thousands of peo-
ple are locating not only from the various States of the Union,
but also from Europe.

13. Resolved, That the Board of Missions be instructed
to establish missions in the cities and larger towns of the South
as rapidly as the support given the cause will allow.
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FINANCES.

In view of the increased expense of living, the expansion

of the work, the fields of rich promise that call for help, the in-

crease of the church membership, and the ability and willing-

ness of the people to give to the Lord's cause, the General

Synod is asked by the Board to assume and apportion the sum
of $97,000 per annum for Home Missions. The committee

recommends that this sum be increased to $100,000 as follows:

14. Resolved, That General Synod assume and apportion

upon the English Synods $75,000 per annum for home mis-

sions, this sum including $5,000 a year for German-English

missions under the German Boards, which the treasurer of

General Synod's Board is to pay pro rata in quarterly instal-

ments, two-thirds to the treasurer of the Board of Home Mis-

sions of the Synod of the Northwest and Central Synod and

one-third to the treasurer of the Board of Home Missions of

the German Synod of the East.

15. Resolved, That $10,500 be assumed and apportioned

upon all the Synods for Hungarian, Bohemian and Harbor

Missions, $1,500 of the amount to be paid to Harbor Missions.

16. Resolved, That $15,000 be apportioned upon the

English Synod's for church building, and that the Board be di-

rected to organize and to prosecute vigorously a comprehen-

sive campaign to secure this amount, to secure bequests and to

increase the number of church-building funds because of the

value of these funds in establishing missions, especially in

cities and large towns.

THE DEATH OF DR. SECHL£r.

17. Resolved, That General Synod joins the Board of

Home Missions in lamenting the death of the Rev. John H.

Sechler, D.D., a member of the Board in the fifteenth year of

service, and hereby places on record its high appreciation of

the rare personal qualities of the man and of his valuable ser-

vices in the Board, in the General Synod, and the Church at

large. Respectfully submitted,

Henry T. Spangler, A. K. Zartman,

J. C. Leonard, Jacob H. Cost,

J. H. Pannebecker, Samuel Mover.



80

III. Foreign Missions—Triennial Report.

Ninth Triennial Report of the Board of Foreign Missions

of the Reforn^.ed Church in the Ignited States, from 1902 to

1905.

To the General Syjwd of the Reformed Church in the United

States:

Dear Brethren—With one accord, the members of the

Board of Foreign Missions own the help of the Lord in their

efforts to extend the Kingdom in the regions beyond. The
record of the work for the past three years should fill all hearts

with joy and gratitude. God has been crowning the labors of

our missionaries with success, and the people have been very

liberal in their offerings. We have every reason to be thankful

and take courage. Let us ascribe all the praise to him who
hath made our pastors and people willing, in the day of his

power, to obey his last great command: "Go ye into all the

world and preach the Gospel to every creature.''

A report that will present a fair view of our foreign work
must include the administration of the Board, the support of

the Church, and the condition of the Missions.

ADMINISTRATION OF THE BOARD.

Re-organization
^^'^ ""^^^^^^ °^ ^^'^ ^°^^^ provides that a regular

meeting shall be held on the second Tuesday in

June, succeeding each session of the General Synod. Agreeably
to this provision, the Board met for re-organization in Salem
church, at Harrisburg, on June loth, at 10 a. m. All the old

members were present, except Elder Benjamin Kuhns, who
was excused. The two new members of the Board elected by
the General Synod were also present—Rev. Emil P. Herbruck,

D.D., of Canton, O., from the Ohio Synod, and Rev. Conrad
Hassel, of Gallon, O., from the Central Synod. These brethren

have proven a power for good in the work of the Board.
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The following officers were elected to serve for

three years : President, Rev. James I. Good,

D.D., Reading, Pa. ; Vice-President, Rev. John H. Prugh, D.D.,

Pittsburg, Pa. ; Secretary, Rev. Allen R. Bartholomew, D.D.,

Allentown, Pa. ; Treasurer, Dr. Joseph L. Lemberger, Lebanon,

Pa. These officers, with Rev. J. Spangler Kieffer, D.D.,

Hagerstown, Md., and John H. Apple, Esq., Lancaster, Pa.,

constitute the Executive Committee.

The Secretary-elect notified the Board that he was ready

to accept their call, and willing to devote all his time and

energies to the work.

In order that the secretaries might render the

best service to the Church, the Board fixed the

headquarters of the Secretary in Philadelphia, and of the Field

Secretary at Pittsburg.

Through the courtesy of the Publication Board of the

Church, we have had the use of two rooms, as headquarters,

free of charge, at No. 1306 Arch street, Philadelphia, Pa. This

is a great kindness, and the Board appreciates it. It was a wise

move, on the part of the Board, to open an office in Philadel-

phia. Here the Secretary comes in contact with many of the

pastors and prominent,laymen. There is not a day but what

some one comes to the office. Letters are often read to the

brethren from the missionaries. These leave their impressions.

Another great benefit to our work is in getting into close touch

with the workers of other Boards. We have so much to learn

from men who have been in this work for many years.

The Secretary located in the city, September 10,
0ffiC6

o tfit
1902. From the time of his arrival, he felt the

need of an office outfit ; but he struggled on for

two monthfi as best he could until, one day, a worthy brother

brought the cheering news : "I have come to tell you that you

can select a proper outfit for your office, and the bill will be

paid." Such a noble benefaction deserves this prominent recog-

nition, though the name of the donor must be withheld. The

Board now enjoys the latest appliances for the conduct of its

business.
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At the request of the Treasurer, and with the approval of

the Board, the Secretary receives all niotieys for Foreign Mis-

sions. This was done to relieve him of a part of the clerical

duties of the office. He still remains the Treasurer, and dis-

burses the funds of the Church. Every Monday, a check is

sent to him, covering the receipts of the preceding week. There

is a great advantage in this new order of things. The Secre-

tary now has all the financial facts at his command, and this is

helpful in the prosecution of the work ; besides, it brings him

into contact with the pastors and individual contributors, and

he has the satisfaction of knowing that his letters of acknowl-

edgment have brought in rich returns.

Since your last meeting, three of our members

Members have gone to their eternal reward : Rev. Jacob

Dahlmann, D.D. ; Rev. Cyrus R. Diefifenbacher,

D.D.; Rev. Samuel N. Callender, D.D.

Rev. Jacob Dahlmann, D.D., was a member for fifteen

years. He had a warm heart for the work, and he was a friend

of the missionaries. Very seldom was he al)sent from our

meetings, and his voice was always heard in behalf of the best

interests of the work. In his death, the Board has lost a valu-

able member, and the cause a loyal champion.

Rev. Cyrus R. Dieflfenbacher, D.D., brought a consecration

of life and heart to the service of his Lord, which was most

helpful to our work. We miss his loving fellowship and wise

counsel. He took a deep interest in the extension of the King-

dom, and he always lent his influence to every effort iiiat was
in the line of progress.

Rev. Samuel N. Callender, D.D., Secretary emeritus, died,

May 4, 1904. He gave eleven years of his life as Secretary of

the Board, in directing the missionary operations of the Church.

He did his work well. Only the growing infirmities of age

made necessary his retirement, in January, 1902, from the

active duties of the secretaryship, in which capacity he did

noble service for the cause. Dr. Callender had served his day

and generation according to the will of God, and he was ready

for the summons to the eternal home. His works do follow

him. The good never dies ; it is immortal

!
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We quote the action of the Japan Mission, in regard to the

late Secretary of the Board, which is as follows

:

"Whereas, The increasing infirmities of age have compelled

Rev. Dr. S. N. Callender to retire from active service as Sec-

retary of the Board of Commissioners,

Resolved, That the Mission put on record its high appre-

ciation of his faithful performance of duty, and his uniform

courtesy towards the members of the Mission, collectively and

individually, and that we, as a Mission, unite in the prayer

that his closing years may be crowned with the favor and bless-

ing of him whom he has served so long."

The vacancies caused by the deaths of Drs.

Filled
Dahlmann and Dieffenbacher were filled by the

election of Rev. John Bachmann, D.D., of New
Knoxville, Ohio, and Rev. Charles A. Santee, of Mercersburg,

Pa. Their term of service will expire with this meeting of the

Synod, and we heartily recommend their re-election.

Before beginning his work as Field Secretary,

J
.. Rev. A. V. Casselman spent nine months in

visiting Japan and China, leaving August 9,

1902, and returning May 13, 1903. During this time, he made
a careful inspection of our missions. One of the special results

of the visits of Mr. Casselman are the many pictures taken by

himself, illustrative of church and school buildings, congrega-

tions and schools. These pictures tell the story of hard, patient

and self-sacrificing toil on the part of the missionaries. They
also prove to us that the efforts, prayers and offerings of our

people have not been spent in vain. Since his return to the

homeland, he has been kept busy in visiting the churches with

his stereopticon. Wherever he delivers his lecture, the people,

are loud in their praises. Frequent inquiries are being made

in regard to the terms on which he gives the lecture. There

are no charges for the lecture ; however, the Board expects a

free-will offering. During the past year, the offerings have

been applied to the North Japan college buildings.

Of his visit to Japan, Dr. Schneder says : "From its be-

ginning, five months ago, to its close, the visit has been one of
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inspiration and cheer to missionaries and Japanese alike. The

whole work in Japan is receiving an impctns, from his coming,

that, in itself, would go far toward the paying of the expense

of his trip. We, who are on the field, are deeply thankful to

God for having led this brother to us and to the brethren in

China. It is a new event in the history of the Reformed

Church, and one that means progress." His stay in China had

the same happy effect on the workers there.

Four of our Japanese brethren have pursued

• post-graduate studies in this country : Prof. T.

Demura, Prof. C. Nakamura, Rev. K. Yoshida,

and Rev. T. Ichimura.

Prof. T. Demura spent one year in the Pacific University

and one year in Yale Divinity School, with a view to a better

preparation for his work in the North Japan College, He is

one of the first graduates of our school, and a man of excep-

tional ability. His presence at the re-organization of the Board

was a great joy. He said : "The best men in Japan see that

material civilization, apart from the true religion, cannot save

the people."

Prof. C. Nakamura, who spent two years at Yale, is one

of our best teachers. After his return to Sendai, he wrote : "I

hope to serve the school better than I did before. During my
stay in Pennsylvania, it was very encouraging to me to know
that all our friends there are interested in our work here in

Japan. I earnestly hope our work will be successful by the

blessing of God, and by the support and prayers of our friends."

Rev. K. Yoshida, now of Taira, Japan, spent three years in

the Theological Seminary at Lancaster; graduated in May,

1903. He was an apt student, and a favorite with his profes-

sors and classmates. Only encouraging reports reach us of his

work. He has the confidence of the Mission.

Rev. T. Ichimura, who died on the nth of November,

1904, in the hospital in New York City, was one of our most

faithful evangelists. Through the kindness of Dr. Charles

Cuthbert Hall, he became the first incumbent of the new "Ori-
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ental Scholarship" of Union Theological Seminary. He made

good use of his advantages. During the summer, our Board

bore Mr. Ichimura's expenses in return for valuable services

in visiting many congregations in East Pennsylvania. He was

a man of ripe faith and absolute surrender to the service of his

Lord. He died triumphant in the faith.

Prof. Christopher Noss says : "Most of my knowledge of

the Japanese language and the Japanese conditions I owe to

him. Would that every missionary might have such a friend."

The Japan Mission has urged the purchase of a lot and the

erection of a chapel at Fukushima. This was the field of Mr.

Ichimura's labors. The mayor of the city is a member of our

Church. Some memorials may oflfend Christian sentiment and

good taste, but an Ichimura Memorial Chapel would be emi-

nently proper and of inestimable help to the work in and around

Fukushima.

It is with great joy of heart that we report the
Twelve New .

o j j ....
Mssionaries ^Ppointment of twelve new missionaries, during

the past triennium. Long and urgent have been

the calls from the fields for these helpers. Seven of them are

now in the active service of the Missions. Five of them will

take up the work during the present year. We may well con-

gratulate ourselves on the selection of these capable young per-

sons for the respective positions :

Rev. Herman H. Cook, Jr. Miss Bessie F. Miller.

Miss Christine Reifsneider. Dr. Cyril H. Haas.

Miss S. Emma Ziemer. Rev. Charles E. Roth.

Rev. William Kelly, M.D. Rev. Jesse F. Steiner.

Miss Grace R. Whitmore. Miss Mary E. Gerhard.

Rev. Paul E. Keller. Dr. J. Ross Reed.

Rev. Herman H. Cook, Jr., of New Knoxville, O., is a

graduate of the Mission House at Sheboygan, Wis. He is a

teacher in the North Japan College, and is doing a good work.

Miss Christine Reifsneider is a daughter of Elder L. B.

Reifsneider, of Philadelphia. She is a lady of liberal culture.
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and, by her experience as a teacher, well qualified for school

work in China.

Miss S. Emma Zicmer, of Reading, was a most devoted

member of the First Cliurch, and a splendid teacher in one of

the schools of the city. She has proved a valuable help to the

Girls' School at Yochow.

Rev. William Kelly, M. D., of Chcnchowfu, Hunan, China,

became a member of our Mission in the spring of 1904. He is

a valuable acquisition to our work. He is a good linguist, a

skillful physician, and a very devoted missionary.

Miss Grace R. Whitmore is a graduate of the Woman's
College, Frederick, Md., and of the West Philadelphia Hos-

pital. That she possesses the qualifications for an efficient

nurse, is the judgment of those who know her best.

Rev. Paul E. Keller is a son of a missionary, and his wife

a daughter of one of our self-sacrificing pastors. Rev. J. W.
Ebbinghaus. He is a graduate of Calvin College and of

Ursinus School of Theology. Few missionaries enter upon

their life's work with greater zeal for the salvation of souls.

Miss Bessie F". Miller was the head nurse of the General

Hospital, at Lancaster. She is a graduate of the Samaritan

Hospital, of Philadelphia. Whilst a student, she had consid-

erable experience in nursing Chinamen, and this led her to

offer her services for our hospital work in China.

Dr. Cyril H. Haas is a son of Rev. W. A. Haas, Selins-

grove, Pa., and a graduate of the University of Michigan. He
spent the last year in the employ of the Student Volunteer

Movement, visiting among the colleges and universities, but

we hope he will sail for China in the fall. He will engage in

hospital work.

Dr. J. Ross Reed is a graduate of the University of Michi-

gan. He is a young man of promise. His desire is to spend a

few months in post-graduate work in some medical university,

before his departure for China.

Rev. Charles E. Roth, of Lancaster, Pa., is a son of Rev.

George W. Roth, of Boyertown, Pa. He is a graduate of

Franklin and Marshall College and the Theological Seminary



96 •

'

at Lancaster. He will prove a strong acquisition to the teaching

force of the North Japan College.

Rev. Jesse F. Steiner, of Tiffin, Ohio, is also the son of a

minister. He is a graduate of Heidelberg University, and a

most earnest missionary worker. He will be a teacher in the

North Japan College.

Miss Mary E. Gerhard, a daughter of Rev. D. W. Gerhard,

D.D., of Lancaster, Pa., and a graduate of the Woman's Col-

lege, Frederick, Md., will become one of the teachers of English

in the North Japan College.

Farewell services were held for all the out-
Fdrcwcll

Ser ices S^o''"^ missionaries. The audiences were large

and sympathetic. We feel confident that the im-

pressions made will result in larger offerings for the cause of

missions.

All Boards recognize the wisdom of furloughs.
Furloughs „, . .

^
^ ^ , , \u

Missionaries
missionary returns to recuperate strength,

renew fellowships, and repair spirituality. This

is an absolute necessity for his continued usefulness on the field.

A loss on this score is a loss to the missionary work. There

are so many climatic conditions, so many severe hardships and

such a constant nervous strain, which militate agamst a man's

vital energy that a furlough is the only remedy for saving him

from nervous prostration, mental depression and physical

bankruptcy.

During the past three years, four of our missionaries have

been home on furlough, the two last-named arriving in America

within the past month

:

Rev. S. S. Snyder. Rev. William E. Hoy, D.D.

Rev. Christopher Noss. Rev. David B. Schneder, D.D.

When Mr. Snyder came home, we were in the midst of

raising the funds for the re-building of the Miyagi Girls'

School. He immediately began a most active canvass, and was

instrumental in securing $10,000 for the new school buildings

at Sendai. No one will question his splendid success in in-

creasing the receipts of our treasury. He was most faithful
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in his visitation of the churches. At the earnest request of the

China Mission, Mr. Snyder was willing to transfer his field of

future usefulness to China. Since last fall, he is helping Dr.

Kelly, at Chenchowfu.

The furlough of Rev. Christopher Noss proved a sore

disappointment to the Board. After a six months' sojourn in

this country, Mrs. Noss was a great sufifcrer from asthmatic

bronchitis. Her physicians agreed that the gravest consequences

would attend her return to the harsh climate of Sendai, and

the severe nervous tension incident to the missionary's life.

Fortunately for the Church, the Eastern Synod elected him to

the professorship in the Theological Seminary at Lancaster,

where, we know, he will continue to influence young men for

the extension of the Redeemer's Kingdom. Occasions do arise

in all missions when it is found inexpedient to return mission-

aries to the Foreign Field. Such disappointments must be

expected in our work, but let us not thereby be discouraged.

God wills it, and we must submit. Whilst we keenly feel the

loss our Japan Mission will sustain by the withdrawal of

Brother Noss, yet if he will spend his missionary experience in

behalf of the students and the pastors, his stay will be a great

gain to the cause of missions.

Both Drs. Hoy and Schneder have a special message for

the Church. They return at this time not because they want to,

but because there are pressing needs on the fields to be supplied.

They will tell their own story to the Synod. We commend
these earnest men of God to your reverend body, and through

you to the Church, in the hope that the Holy Spirit may use

them for greater things in our Church.

Obedient to the action of General Synod, the

Mission Dav ^^^^^ ^^^^ issued three special services in

English and German for use in our Sunday-

schools on Foreign Mission Day. About 175,000 copies were

sent annually to the pastors or superintendents. The services

thus far issued were entitled

:

Forward Be Our Watchword.

Christ for the World—the World for Christ.

Onward, Christian Soldiers.
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We believe that the observance of this day has already

proven a great blessing to many Sunday schools. It is one way

to impart helpful information, and will foster an intelligent

interest in the work. Interest in the extension of the Kingdom

can only be kept alive by a knowledge of the facts. Some one

has said : "The largest success of the cause of missions is in

the hands of the young." We do well to inform our children,

and infuse into their hearts a love for perishing souls. If

Foreign Mission Day is to train the young for service in the

Kingdom, the offering should be made one of the chief features

of the day. After all, it is money that the Board needs to carry

on the work, and it is the ofifering which will largely determine

the degree of success of this celebration. When we remember

that "There's money enough in the hands of Church-Members

to sow every acre of the world with the seed of Truth," our

responsibility becomes painfully apparent, and our dereliction

woefully great. The Lord will bless the children for their

loving gifts, when laid on the altar for the growth of our work

in Japan and China.

Believing that a knowledge of the facts of mis-

sions is essential to an abiding interest in mis-

sions, the Board has been led to publish a number of helpful

tracts. There is no better way of kindling a holy enthusiasm

for world-wide missions than by studying the world-wide pro-

gram of Christ. Missionary information is indispensable to

insure proper giving. It helps men to give from principle, and

in the right spirit. A knowing church is a growing church

and a giving church. Mr. Mott says : "To do the will of God,

they must know the needs of men." How can men take an in-

terest in the work of missions, if they are ignorant of the spir-

itual needs of millions of their brethren? "Know and you will

feel. Know and you will pray. Know and you will help."

This is our apology, if any one will question the wisdom of

spending so much money on literature ?
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The History of the Japan Mission is by far the

History ^^^^ description of our work in Japan yet issued

Japan Mission. ^^ ^^^^ ^^^^^^ ^^^j -^ gj^^^^jj be read by

every active member of the Reformed Church. The

book contains 136 pages, with 70 illustrations. There

is an English edition of 25.000, and a German edition

of 5,000. It is a most creditable publication, and was a worthy

contribution by the missionaries to the Twenty-fifth anniver-

sary of the founding of the Japan Mission. Rev. Henry K.

Miller was the editor of the work. Pastors and people who

have seen it are loud in their praises. In order to help pay for

it, the Board has fixed the nominal price of ten cents per copy.

Pastors will confer a favor by bringing the book to the atten-

tion of their people. An elder read the book, and then made a

canvass of his congregation for it. The lament has been that it

is so hard to get the information necessary to conduct a mis-

sion study class along the lines of our work in Japan. This

complaint can no longer be truthfully made.

Dr. Harlan P. Beach, secretary of the Student Volunteer

Movement, and an authority on Missions, sent us a most en-

thusiastic testimonial of "the beautiful history": 'T do not

recall a single production, in this particular line, that excels

your own. I do not see how any member of your Church,

and, for that matter, of any Church, could even glance through

this attractive volume without being allured to look further

into this fascinating history. I have long felt that our mis-

sionary societies were making a mistake in not doing for all

their Missions precisely what Mr. Miller has accomplished for

your work in Japan. It is a most wise expenditure of money,

for until an intelligent interest is aroused in any church con-

cerning its w^ork in foreign fields, there is little hope of any

considerable amount of sympathy or financial support being

secured. I am sure that your Board will find it one of the best

investments that can be made, even though to some it may seem

as if money should only be devoted directly to the work on the

fields. Let me congratulate Mr. Miller and yourself upon this

fine specimen of the bookmaker's art, and let me wish for your

Board the continued blessings of God."
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All the receipts of the Board, from May i, IQ02,
Finances. ,

,

, , ,,.<-. rr^. • .

to May I, 1905, have been $237,800. This is

more than double the amount of three years ago. We are de-

voutly grateful to the people for their liberal offerings. Evi-

dently, there is a steady growth in Christian liberality. The
nerve of missions is not cut. The cause is growing in favor

with the people. It is a great satisfaction to the Board in know-

ing that all the boards and institutions of the Church report

large increases in their receipts. For this, let us be thankful.

Notwithstanding our splendid offerings, the
Emergency -n , , , . . . , , m • 1

Fund
Board has been increasing its debt until it has

assumed alarming proportions. The erection of

the new school buildings, and the purchase of additional lots

in Japan and China have cost the Church not less than $75,000.

All the buildings at Sendai are completed, but to pay for the

same, our Treasurer had to borrow a large portion of the

money. In order to save the Japan Mission from serious dis-

aster, an effort is being made to raise an Emergency Fund of

$50,000. That the Church sees the need of this special effort

is proven by the interest the pastors and people are taking in it.

No one who knows the needs will question the propriety of it.

If there ever was a clear call of providence to us, as a Church,

that time seems to be now. The erection of the new buildings

for the Miyagi Girls' School and the North Japan College was
an imperative duty, and the necessity of paying for them is just

as imperative. Our condition is critical. The time has come
for heroic action. As a Church, we cannot afford to allow the

present opportunities to slip our grasp. To prove faithless now,

when God's providence offers us untold possibilities, may bring

down upon us the sore displeasure of the Almighty. Grant that

we are in debt, our situation is not unusual, when compared

with that of other boards. We know of no progressive Board
that is not groaning under a heavy debt. It seems to be a ne-

cessity in carrying forward the work of the Lord to go into

debt. It miay be a good rule, in daily life, to "pay as you go,"

but to apply the reverse to the work of missions, "go as you
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pay" will deprive many a poor sinner of salvation, and rob

heaven of many a saint. Experience has taught us anew that

our Board needs a working capital, or reserve fund, upon

which we may draw in emergencies, and to which we may add

in prosperity.

Apportion- We beg to call the attention of the Synod to the

ment. fact that the estimates of the Japan and China

Missions exceed the apportionment laid by the Synod on the

Classes. If the full amount, $45,000, had been paid, we would

not be so heavily in debt. There has been an annual deficit on

the apportionments of, at least, $12,000. May we not ask for a

recommendation from the Synod to the Classes, that they urge

all congregations to meet this reasonable obligation? With the

growth of our work, we will need a larger apportionment The

work demands at least $75,000, annually, for the next three

years.

.. T, :. The Board has issued an annuity bond, which is
Annuity Bond. • 1 r • j r

an offer and an opportunity to the friends 01

Foreign Missions who may have it in their hearts to help this

sacred cause, but who are dependent upon their income as long

as they live. These bonds guarantee an annuity for life. The

investment is permanent. The interest is sure. With his own

hand, the donor gives the money to the Board, in full assur-

ance that it will be applied to proper uses. Thousands of dollars

are lost annually to the Church, because certain members delay

making their wills until it is too late. The annuity bond is a

safeguard against all delay, litigation and expense. We be-

speak for this bond the approval of the Synod. We are glad to

report the sale of seven bonds amounting to $5,900. A copy of

the bond will be found elsewhere in this report.

The Board is anxious that all missionaries-elect
Missionary

^j^^jj^ ^^ ^^^ ^^ possible, provide the funds for

their outfits. The allowance for this purpose is

$rxx) for married men, and $300 for single men. Experience
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hias taught us that there will be no trouble in getting the money,

when the effort is made. The people are willing to heed all

just demands.

The Japan Mission requests the Board to dis-

courage the habit of members sending special

gifts to individual workers in foreign fields. General mission-

ary experience proves that it is a bad thing for native workers

to receive such support from persons in America. All such

moneys ought to be applied to the payment of salaries fixed in

the regular way. The Board is in full accord with the spirit of

the petition, and will exert its influence to remedy the evil.

Relation In regard to the relation of the Board to con-

Defined, gregations, societies or individuals supporting

missionaries, the following action was taken

:

Whilst the Board appreciates the offer of supporting mis-

sionaries, either in whole or in part, by congregations, societies

or individuals, and will gladly accept any suggestions relative

to the appointment of particular persons, yet it is the judgment

of the Board that the choice, and commission, and oversight of

all missionaries must be left exclusively in the hands of the

Board itself.

I'he Board appreciates the action of the Japan Mission in

adopting a "Schedule of Examinations" in the Japanese lan-

guage, and the following action will govern us in the future

:

Whereas, The missionaries now enjoy the advantage of an

able Japanese teacher ; therefore.

Resolved, That we notify the Mission that, in the future,

examinations in language study shall be held, and that the

course be completed in three years, as prescribed by the Mis-

sion.

Resolved, That reports be sent to the Secretary of the

Board, who shall have general oversight of the matter, and

that failure to complete the course within the prescribed time,

unless excused by the Mission, may be made the ground for a

recall.
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The Synod will rejoice to know that Elder Benjamin

Kuhns, of Dayton; Ohio, has paid all the expenses in placing

a copy' of that excellent book, "The Pastor and Modern Mis-

sions," by John R. Mott, into the hands of every pastor of our

Church. The Board appreciates the Christian liberality of one

of its members, and expresses the opinion that this act, in addi-

tion to many previous acts of beneficence in behalf of our work,

will prove to be productive of beneficent results.

One of the encouraging incidents of the celebration of the

Twenty-fifth Anniversary of the founding of our Japan Mission

was the letter of thanks to the Board, by Rev. Kametaro

Yoshida, President of Miyagi Classis, the original and trans-

lation of which will form a part of this report. The Board

replied with grateful appreciation, and reassuring words of its

delight in watching the growth, in grace and truth, of our

Japanese brethren.

We hear that a period of just twenty-five years

Letter of
j^^^ elapsed since your Society, at the Lord's

Congratu a ion.

^^j^^^^^^j^^^ began evangelistic work for our

Japanese Empire, and that you are about to hold great thanks-

giving services. We also, in the presence of God, seeing that

your Society has attended to this work with sagacity and perse-

verance, and that the various missionaries dispatched by it

have done evangelistic work with zeal and fidelity, so that the

labor has not been in vain, and you are today spreading the

glorious light of God's Kingdom in our North Japan—for the

sincerity with which your Society serves the Lord, we cannot

but give thanks. Very respectfully, we hereby offer our con-

gratulations on the occasion of your twenty-fifth anniversary

celebration. Si

Kametaro Yoshida, [Seal]

President of Miyagi Classis.

i8 April, 1904.

To the Honorable American German Reformed Mission.
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The Board would notify the General Synod that the term

of office of the following members expires it this meeting:

Rev. James I. Good, D.D.

Rev. John Bachmann, D.D.

Rev. J. Spangler Kieffer, D.D.

Rev. Charles A. Santee.

Elder John W. Apple, Esq.

Elder J. Z. Gerhard, M.D.

SUPPORT OF THE CHURCH.

Twenty-seven years ago our Church began the work of

Foreign Missions in earnest. Up to that time we did not have

a Mission in a foreign land, nor did we have a missionary

whom we could call our own. For twenty-five years, from

1840 to 1865, all our contributions, amounting to $28,000 were

sent to the American Board towards the support of the Rev.

Benjamin Schneider, D.D., a minister of our Church, at Broosa,

in Asia Minor. From that time until 1878 very little money

came into the treasury for the spread of the Gospel among the

heathen.

That the time had come for our Church to establish a for-

eign mission is evident from the frequent appeals which found

their way into the columns of the "Messenger."' One brother

writes : "There is, we think, no need of argument that she

should. It is simply a duty to the divine commission. It is

also a privilege to which we may attain if we be faithful."

Another says : "Japan is still waiting for us ; who will go to

preach the Gospel to that hopeful people?" In the Report on

the State of the Church at the General Synod held in Lancaster,

Pa., May, 1878, Dr. J. H. A. Bomberger, the chairman, uses this

strong language : "Of our participation in the cause of foreign

missions we can hardly speak without self-reproach. But even

our sense of shame for past indifiference and neglect, in this re-

gard, encourages the hope, that after another three years, we
shall be able to render a better account of our stewardship of

that Gospel which we owe to the perishing thousands in heathen

lands."
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Dr. Bomberger spoke with a prophet's vision, for at that

meeting of the Synod, the President of the Board of Foreign

Missions, the Rev. David VanHorne, D.D., was instructed to

inquire into the advisabihty of estabHshing a Mission in China

or Japan. The result was that on June i, 1879, our first mis-

sionaries, Rev. Ambrose D. Gring and wife arrived at Yoko-

hama. Since then the Board has sent out to Japan and China

thirty-four married and single missionaries, of whom twenty-

six are in the active service of the Church.

„. ^ It is a pleasure to record the fact that the inter-
Signs of

'^

_

est in the foreign work is steadily increasing.

To be sure, we do not have the men nor the

means to meet all the demands of our two promising missions,

yet our very limitations must help to fan the flame of world-

wide evangelization. God has done great things for us, where-

of we are glad. The receipts for the year 1879 were about

$7,000; for the year 1904 they have been $69,000. Then our

membership in the home Church was 147,788, the receipts for

benevolent objects $61,727, and for congregational purposes

$532,229 ; now, the membership is 255,880 ; for benevolent ob-

jects, $281,892, and for congregational purposes, $1,450,247.

These statistics are the best evidence that the establishment of

our foreign missions has been a distinct gain to the Church.

With the departure of the first missionary a new life was

kindled in the hearts of our pastors and people, and today the

whole Church is a burning bush on fire with a holy enthusiasm

for bringing souls into the Kingdom of the Lord. Our people

are beginning to realize that the work of missions is not a

luxury, but a necessity to the life of the Church. There is no

dissent from the testimony of that great theologian, Dr. A. M.
Fairbairn : "No Church can live on its past ; it must live by faith

and duty in the present ; no Church has any claim to be whose
only right is historical. The only claim is present truth and

life, love and service, making the Church a Temple of the living

God, a body for the living Spirit of Christ." That was a true

saying of Thomas Chalmers: "Foreign Missions act on home
missions, not by exhaustion, but by fermentation."
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P „ Our Church has almost doubled its membership

_ - since we are doing foreign missionary work and

our home missionary work has never been so

prosperous as now. Nothing pays such big dividends on the

investment made of all the enterprises in the Church as mis-

sions. This is the spring of action in Christian work. If you

want to arouse the sleeping energies of the Church to all her

institutions of charity and learning you must talk missions.

Missions have proved to be the heart of the Church. A Church

is prosperous in the degree that she becomes the vehicle of the

grace of God, a living center of energy and force, changing

ever the secret life that is in her into the lives that are to be,

penetrating the present, preparing the future, being in all the

earth as the body of the living God. Missions sustain the

Christian life, and they supply the one great avenue for service

and joy in the world. Happily we as a Church have caught the

vision of the world in need, and are uniting our forces in its

conquest for Christ.

_ . The Board fully appreciates the liberal bequests

of friends which deserve special record. These

large donations have been a great help to the cause at a time

when the calls are so urgent. May these generous gifts con-

strain other members to do likewise, for thereby we link the

heart's best impulses with the Lord in His great love to a world

in ruins by the fall.

Bequest of Mrs. Sarah Ziegler, Spring Mills, Pa $ 150 00
" " Mrs. Lizzie Hobson, Collegeville, Pa 10 00
" " Fredericka Sunderman, Waukon, Iowa 941 40

Legacy Mary J. Brinker, Lisbon. Ohio 149 99
Bequest of Frederick Boch, Jr., Klemme, Iowa 5 00

" " Henry Brown, Center county. Pa 1.917 50
" " John W. Oberly, Allentown, Pa 100 00
" " Simon Stockmeier, Timothy, Wis 25 00
" " Samuel N. Callender, D.D., Mechanicsburg, Pa. 300 00
" " J. G. W. Heyman, Hunt's Corners Congrega-

tion, Ohio 25 00

_ . , «,.,. In the summer of IQ02, the three congregations
Special Gifts.

.

-^
.

^^ =^

of Tififin, Ohio, promised the support of a lady

teacher, and the consistory of the congregation at Fort Wash-
ington, Pa., in behalf of the members pledged the same amount
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for a similar purpose. Both of these offers came at a most op-

portune time. It enabled the Board to appoint the lady teachers

so needful in the China Mission. If other churches would aid

in providing the salaries for new missionaries we could soon

fill up the needs in our growing missions. It was voted to de-

vote the contribution from Fort Washington towards the first

year's support of Miss Christine Reifsneider, and that of the

Tiffin Churches to the first year's support of Miss S. Emma
Ziemer.

About the same time the Heidelberg Classis unanimously

assumed the support of a foreign missionary, pledging $800

per annum. It was a kind providence that these dear brethren

should act at a time when all the appeals from the field were for

immediate reinforcement. Rev. Herman H. Cook, Jr., is the

missionary of Heidelberg Classis.

The Lord has put it into the hearts of Elder George W.
and Agnes Hoffman, of Gettysburg, Pa., R. F. D. No. 2, to

give the Board $1,000 for two Church Building Funds. The

Church should know that about four years ago these aged ser-

vants of God donated $1,000 with the request that the interest

should be perpetually used for the education of native minis-

ters in China. To quote his own words, "Now, as we believe

that you have your heart and soul set in faith on foreign mis-

sions, we hope your Board will be able to see its way to accept

the offer, and we will start the above said fund, through faith

that it will be a mighty element for good in foreign missions.

While we believe in the education of foreigners for their fields,

yet, while many are ready to make the sacrifice to go as foreign

missionaries, we also believe that they should have a mission

church started wherever they are located. Hence we will throw

our lines in that direction for the present."' Such is a frank

statement of this dear brother whose heart is fixed on the sal-

vation of the poor heathen. May his example stimulate others

in the Church to similar deeds of charity.

Besides this donation, Mr. and Mrs. Hoffman have also

given $3,000 for a Memorial School Building in China.
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We note with peculiar delight the bequest of the late Sec-

retary, Dr. Samuel N. Callender.

Dr. William Mann Irvine, of Mercersburg Academy, has

kindly promised to contribute $700, in addition to the $800, for

Dr. Beam, towards the support of a teacher in the Boys' School

at Yochow. The students at Mercersburg also support six boys

in the China school. The Board appreciates this help.

A legacy that deserves special mention is the one
Brown q£ pje^ry Brown, of Walker township, Center

county, Fl. He died September 28, 1895. One-

lourth of his estate he left to the Board of Foreign Missions as

a memorial to his deceased daughter, Sarah Jane, to be used for

the spread of the Kingdom in the empire of Japan. Did not

this father, in the disposition of his property, show a spirit

worthy of imitation by all Christian parents? Whilst each

child living will receive its full share, the father did not forget

the one to glory gone. By giving her portion to the Board of

Foreign Missions she will continue to work for Jesus in the

world. How much richer the Boards and Institutions of the

Church would be, and how much more helpful the dead could

be to the living, if more fathers would follow the good example

of our friend Henry Brown. Blessed are the dead whose works

do follow them

!

Ten years ago many of our Young People's So-
Young

cieties took one or more $10 shares for the sup-
People. *

port of the Christian Endeavor Missionary, Rev.

S. S. Snyder, to be paid during a period of seven years. Some

have continued paying this amount, each year, to the present

time, for which we are very thankful. Less than one-half of

the original pledges are being kept alive. The Board is anxious

to raise a fund large enough among the young people to support

two missionaries, one in China, and one in Japan. This fund

should amount to $3,000. The shares are $10, and it is desired

that each Society shall take one or more shares. Denomina-

tional loyalty is one of the fundamental principles of the young

people's movement, and this means devotion to the interests of

the Church as centered in the various Boards. We are pleased
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to note that the tendency is in this (hieclion. and the prospects

of greater iisefuhiess are most encouraging. The weak point,

however, in our young people's work Hcs in the lack of unan-

imity of purpose rather tlian in the variety of organization. To

make the work effective there must he a systematic eflFort to-

wards concentration of forces. It is less important that a So-

ciety should have a name than that it should have a declara-

tion of purpose. By this we mean that it does not matter so

much whether a Society bears the name of Christian Endeavor,

Heidelberg League, or Guild, only so that it supplies a need in

the Church life and achieves a worthy end. May we not,

therefore, hope for a more united and concentrated effort along

all lines of Christian activity. A declaration from the General

Synod, at this time, we believe would help to promote the effi-

ciency of the young people's work in our denomination. Every

member of the Board realizes the fact that in the young lodges

the energy of the age, and the hope of the Church. We know

the benefit of co-operation in the work of the Lord.

More than ten years ago, a successful eflfort was
Sunday ^jg^ made to enlist the aid of the Sunday-schools

Schools.
in the support of the Sunday-school Missionary,

Rev. H, K. Miller. For some reasons, this fund has been grow-

ing less, every year, until but one-third of his support was con-

tributed by the schools in 1904. No doubt, in some schools, this

object has been lost sight of ; in others, the money is devoted to

the classical apportionment, to which no one can object; but in

the majority of schools, no pledge was ever made. In the an-

nual reports of many denominations there is a column showing

regular contributions by the Sunday-schools for Foreign Mis-

sions. We would like to be able to report similar offerings

from all our schools. We have over 1,600 Sunday-schools. An
average of two dollars from each school would support a mis-

sionary in Japan and China. How easily it could be done if all

were of one mind. Concert in action will always bring great

results. In view of the pressing needs in our work, we bespeak

favorable action on the part of the Synod. When the children

will give to missions, and pray for missions, and work for
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missions, as Christ would have them do, then, "Like a mighty

army moves the Church of God."

Words fail us to characterize the work of the
Work of Woman's Missionary Society of the General

Synod. There has been a great revival of in-

terest on the part of our noble helpers. Year by year they as-

sume new responsibilities and meet them well. Not only do the

women support the Miyagi Girls' School at Sendai, but in addi-

tion the Woman's Missionary Society of the Eastern Synod has

pledged the support of the two missionary nurses in China, and

the Woman's Missionary Society of the Pittsburg Synod the

support of a lady evangelist for China. Classical Societies are

also raising smaller amounts for special objects and are nobly

sustaining our work. To all the women who have given aid to

the Board we desire through the Synod to express our deep

sense of grateful appreciation. In view of the splendid help of

the women of our Church we are ready for a revision of the

saying of St. Paul, and in the future we shall say, "Help those

women with whom we labor in the Gospel."

That the Church may catch the vision of the
Weed p millions needing redemption and increase her

gifts by many thousands, we need to rely upon

God for strength. Our Lord teaches us that the prayer of faith

has the promise of power. "Pray ye therefore the Lord of

the harvest," this is the condition. The men who pray are the

men who do the work in the Kingdom of God. It is from

homes and hearts where the secret flame of communion glows

on the altar that laborers go forth into the great harvest field.

"Apart from me," saith Christ, "ye can do nothing." "Accord-

ing to the power that worketh in us." How may we get this

power? Let the Qiurch throw open the flood-gates; let it pray

to the Father who has promised the Spirit in the name of the

Son, and we have greater certainty that the Spirit will descend

than we have that parents will give good gifts to their children.

The Church that forgets those in the work will not intercede

with power that its own sons and daughters may be sent forth.
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Our ambition and ideals for the Church are our real prayers

for her. When all the Church will pray, as a few of her mem-

bers do, with one heart and mind, "I.ord, send forth more la-

borers into the harvest." then we may look for the conquest of

the world, and all souls will rest in the loving heart of Jesus.

Brethren, let us engage in special prayer for our work during

this meeting of Synod.

CONniTION OF THE MISSIONS.

No one can view the fields of our work without deep and

solemn impressions. Deepest and most inspiring of them is

the impression of the vast dimensions of our operations. We
have a host of native and foreign workers, whose labors are

becoming as diversified as the needs of the fields. In chapel

and school, in hospital and dispensary, by the human voice and

the printing press, the truth of Christ finds its way into many

hearts and homes. If it were possible for us to place side by

side the pleas from the fields and the answers of our people, it

would bring a blush of shame to lall our faces.

There are strategic points in Japan which must
^^ ^ ' be held for our Church. We regret that up to

this time we could not allow them to be occupied, but we did

not have the men nor the money. From across the sea the

cry for help rings out over the Church, but, alas ! our only re-

sponse—we have no men and no money. Dr. Schneder, who is

the very essence of conservatism, writes : "What I want to

say is that the Japan work is now being crippled for lack of ex-

perienced men in sufficient numbers. We are too weak now for

the work that has grown upon us. We can't meet the demands

that are made upon us by our present situation. We ought to

have from three to five men now, more than we have, well on

in their training for service. Instead of that our best one has

been taken away, and we have just gotten the sad news that our

most promising evangelist, Mr. Ichimura, has died. The only

way to partially remedy the situation is to send men now—not

in a year or two." We rejoice in being able to report the ap-

pointment of twelve missionaries during the past three years,

but what are these among the perishing millions?
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This is not the place to speak of the present Rus-
Present War. . ^ ^ , .

^

, . ^ ,

sia-Japan war, of its causes and issues, but that

the final outcome will promote the glory of God, no believer in

Him can doubt. It is the driving of the forces of the Kingdom
of God towards triumph. The immediate effect of the war seems

to be different according to locality. In some places it has

given rise to persecution, notably in Yamagata, Hiroshima and
the Hokkaido, which takes the form of charging the Christians

with sympathizing with Russia, worshiping the Czar, claiming

that this is a war between the Christian religion and the religions

of Japan. In other places, Fukui for example, it has given op-

portunity to the missionaries which seemingly could not have

been secured otherwise ; while almost everywhere it has given

an opportunity for preaching the Gospel in a personal way, by

creating a bond of sympathy whereby believers and unbelievers

are brought together in a common effort to relieve suffering

consequent thereupon. Again in some places it has been an ad-

vantage by making the people more serious and therefore more
impressible.

No one knows Japan who has not felt her heart-beats during

the past twelve months. There is a newness of life and spirit

here that no one can understand who has not been in the

midst of it. There is a favorableness to Christianity and to the

higher aims of humanity that is truly wonderful. Japan now
has before her the possibility of becoming a great spiritual

power in the East. The present situation in Japan is one of the

greatest opportunities to our Church.

And what of our field in China? Dr. John

^j. Hykes, who has spent thirty-two years in that

vast empire, assures us that Hunan is the most

hopeful province for Christian work. Out of Hunan, he says,

will come the greatest statesmen and preachers of the future.

He claims we have an ideal field for service. Until recent years,

Hunan was proverbially known as an anti-Christian province,

but now a large number of the people welcome the missionary,

and abandon idolatry. Whole villages have given up idol wor-
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ship. This breaking with the past chsplays great courage. The

latest testimony is that the 258 missionaries and the 30,000

native Chinese slain in the Boxer uprising are producing a

harvest altogether beyond the present ability of the mission-

aries to gather.

JAPAN MISSION.

In Japan we have three chief stations, Tokyo, Sendai, and

Yamagata, with sixty preaching places. There are twelve for-

eign missionaries, thirty-two native pastors and fifteen Bible

Women. Three new missionaries are under appointment for

Japan. But what are these among a population of five million

souls for whom we are largely responsible?

The following are the missionaries of our Japan Mission

:

Rev. Jairus P. Moore, D.D., Tokyo.

Rev. David B. Schneder, D.D., Sendai (absent).

Rev. Henry K. Miller, Yamagata.

Miss Lena Zurfluh, Sendai.

Prof. Paul L. Gerhard, Sendai.

Rev. William E. Lampe, Sendai.

Rev. Allen K. Faust, Sendai.

Miss Sadie L. Weidner, Sendai.

Miss Lucy M. Powell, Sendai.

Miss B. Catherine Pifer, Yamagata.

Rev. Jacob M. Stick, Sendai.

Rev. Herman H. Cook, Sendai.

Under appointment : Rev. Charles E. Roth, Rev. Jesse E.

Steiner, and Miss Mary E. Gerhard.

Of the 3,500 Christians in North Japan, 2,000 belong to

our Church. Our work in Tokyo and Yamagata was from the

beginning mainly evangelistic. Sendai is the seat of our two

flourishing schools, the North Japan College and the Miyagi

Girls' School, and the center of a large evangelistic work.

There is no province in the empire more promising for the

speedy triumph of the Gospel.
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EVANGELISTIC WORK.

The field embraced by our evangelistic operations is the

same in extent as the last report. This work as a whole is

under the care of an evangelistic committee, composed of

members of the Mission, and holds monthly meetings in the

city of Sendai. In speaking of the condition of the work there

is progress all along the line. The people are not only more

wiling to hear, but more ready to receive Christianity than at

any time since the work has been begun. There is a wide-

spread spirit of inquiry and a readiness to hear faithful Gospel

preaching; and doors of opportunity are opening faster than

we are able to enter. Lack of efficient workers seems to be the

special need. Yet in some places even this has proved a bless-

ing, being the means of making stronger Christians by throw-

ing them on their own responsibility.

What has been, and what is the spiritual condi-

tion of those within the field? One of the mis-

sionaries writes : "To put one's finger on the spiritual pulse and

state, positively, that it is weak or strong, fast or slow, is ex-

ceedingly difficult. As foreigners we do not come into as close

contact with the people, and do not know their inner spiritual

life, as well as the pastor in the homeland. We are, in large

measure, dependent upon the reports of our native co-laborers,

and these are sometimes imperfect. While the spiritual condi-

tion is not as yet up to the true mark ; while we fail to see, on

the part of many, true spirituality as we of the West understand

the term, we are glad to be able to report that there are many
who are bright and shining in the midst of great spiritual dark-

ness ; who are serving the Lord in sincerity of heart, and honor

their profession by their upright lives."

At Sendai, the various reports show that the
Sendai District. ... , , • . t-.work has, m general, been very promismg. Dr.

Schneder says, "upon the average." Considerable itinerating

has been done by the missionaries and a number of the teachers

of the North Japan College. At Shiroishi, the Christians built

a chapel without asking or receiving mission aid. This is a re-

markable case, and shows the spirit of true independence. At
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another place in the same district, 115 persons recently handed

in their names as desirous of becoming Christians. And there is

also a movement on foot to build a house of worship.

Hitherto, in the city of Sendai, the merchant class has

shown little regard for Christianity, However, in recent years,

many of them are turning towards the light, and confess faitli

in Jesus. One of the wealthiest merchants is now an active

member in the Sendai Church, and his conduct, up to this time,

has shown that Christianity has laid deep hold on his life. In

feudal times, the merchants were classed as the lowest of the

four classes into which society was divided, and they were ac-

cordingly despised. This feeling has not fully died out, even

yet. But the merchants of today are beginning to see that the

gospel of Christ has something specially for them, and that,

from its standpoint, they, too, have a mission to fulfil and a

blessed future to await for their own souls.

There is an urgent request from the Mission that

jj. . . . we locate a foreign missionary in Akita. What
claims has this field on our Church? One of our

missionaries resides at Yamagata, a province contiguous to

Akita. Geographically, the work falls to our lot. Many of

our best native workers have come from this district. Only one

of them is now working in this needy field, and we should do

something, by way of compensation, for the workers that are

strengthening our work in other parts of the Empire. Now is

the time to push the work in this field.

What, then, are the needs of the Yamagata-

Akita field? First of all, a missionary family

ought to be located in Sakata and another in Akita without

delay. On account of the severe climate, these families will

need foreign-built homes. They also require the necessary

munitions of war for a successful campaign—church lots and

buildings, parsonages, etc. It is true economy to provide these

things right in the beginning. Later on, another missionary

family should locate in the city of Yamagata, for the purpose of

starting a second congregation there, and taking charge of the

work to the south. Second. Church buildings and parsonages
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should be erected at Yonezawa, Tsurug-aoka and Shinjo (in

case the plan of starting work in the last mentioned large town

can be carried out). Third. An organ fund is needed, with

which to supply cheap musical instruments to such congrega-

tions as can make good use of them. The Mission asks the

Qiurch to remember the Yamagata-Akita field, and, by means

of their prayers and gifts, supply these needs speedily!

_, , ,

.

The town of Fukushima, situated along the rail-
Fukushima. ' ...

road, about 60 miles south of Scndai, is in the

heart of a large and fertile valley. We have had work there for

about 19 years. The leading Christian of the town is Mr.

Suzuki, an ex-mayor, and a man of influence in the town.

Under the present favorable outlook in Japan, it is extremely

important that the work at this place should be pushed. This

the Christians themselves, especially Mr. Suzuki, have felt dur-

ing the past year. But they are as yet few in number, and can

not do all that is necessary to the prosperity of the Church.

Their chapel is in an out-of-the-way, unhealthful location, and

a small, poor structure at that. They need a new lot in the

center of the city and enough money to build a good church.

This is essential, not only to the success of the work in this

capital town, but in all the rich country around ; and the time

to move forward is now. About $700 will be needed for a good

lot. Who will give us a gift large enough to purchase a church

lot in this important town? If only the ground is bought now,

while it is cheap, the church building can be erected later. It is

the policy of the Board and the Mission to put up good, sub-

stantial church buildings in the capital town of each province,

and Fukushima seems by far the most urgent place now. Will

not some one respond to this call ? God grant it.

In order to fully appreciate the needs of this

District
^^^*^' ^^^ must understand its peculiar conditions.

The fact must be borne in mind that Tokyo is

both the capital and the metropolis of the Empire, and, as such,

is the very center of Japanese life—political, social, literary and

educational. Also, that here was the beginning of our work,

and for the first six years it was the only mission field we had.
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at work here, an influence which reaches out to the remotest

parts of the country, any mission doing work liere should, and

must, have a plant which is in keeping with the importance of

the place. Such a mission-plant should compare favorably, in its

appointments, with other mission plants and interests of the

city. The question then arises, have we such a "plant?" Have
we met these conditions ? No ; such has not been the case. The
buildings and equipment for carrying forward the work are

sadly insufficient in order to establish such a work as will really

be a credit to our mission, and an honor to the Lord Jesus

Christ, whose servants we are.

Kanda At the present time, we have, in the city itself.

Church, one organized congregation, the Kanda church,

formerly called the Moto-daiku cho, and one preaching place, a

new interest, started since Dr. Moore's last return to Japan.

The Bancho church, organized many years ago, is now indepen-

dent of the Mission, but is doing a noble work. In the country,

within a radius of thirty miles of the city, we have five interests,

two of them started during the last year and a half,—a charge

or parish consisting of one congregation and six preaching

places. The Kanda church is a building which, with furniture,

cost $i,ioo, United States money. This rs all we have in the

city, with the exception of a new preaching place in a remote

part of the city, where we have rented a native house for preach-

ing and Sunday-school work. Our outlying country work is

also sadly in need of better buildings and improved facilities

At one point, Koshigaya, we have a Japanese dwelling fitted up

as a church. The native Christians own this building. Our
Mission made a contribution of $100 at the time it was fitted

up. At another point, Izvatsuki, there is a semi-foreign chapel

which cost less than $500. The Mission and the native Christ-

ians together paid for this building. At Hasuda, about a dozen

of the native Christians clubbed together to provide a place of

worship. They were poor in this world's goods, but rich in

faith and of a self-sacrificing spirit.

Dr. Moore has prepared an appeal for help towards the
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erection of a new Kanda church in Tokyo. The building is an

absolute necessity. The Board commends this worthy object

to the favor of the Church. In view of our splendid work

there, we cannot afford not to furnish a suitable building.

During the past year, there has been a mighty
Work of

revival in Japan, under the evangelist, Kimura
' Seimatsu, formerly a student of the North

Japan College. After years of seed-sowing and work along

ordinary lines, extraordinary efforts may be in place, in fact,

may be necessary. The success attending the efforts of this

servant of the Lord has been simply phenomenal. Thousands

have been brought under the convicting inHuence of the Spirit,

and many of these converts are now identified with our Mission.

The Largest number at any one place was in a small town called

Kakuda, in the province of Fukushima, not far from Sendai,

where, during two services held on successive days, one hundred

and sixteen signified their desire to unite with the Church.

What the permanent results will be, remains to be seen. That

this servant of God, whose soul is all afiame with the love of his

divine Master, and whose words burn like a fire, may be spared

many years, and be used for great good, is the prayer of all our

missionaries.

There is great need for chapels and missionary

residences. Only twenty of the sixty preaching

places have churches or chapels, so that forty

stations must rent houses. This is expensive. Sometimes, the

rent is so high that if this money could be saved for ten years,

it would pay for a suitable chapel. Besides, the surroundings

in the homes are not helpful to the worshippers. The services

are often held in rooms where heathen idols are in full view of

the listeners. Helping the Christians to erect chapels will en-

courage them in their trying work, and give them the privileges

of a sanctuary. Do you ask, "How much will a chapel cost?''

From $300, and upwards. The Japan Mission owns six houses

which are occupied by the missionaries. There is need for

three or four more residences. Foreign-built houses are a pay-
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I'ng investment. Apart from the comforts to the missionary*

and the protection to health, it is cheaper for the Church to

erect theee houses than to pay rent. A house can be built, in*

eluding lot, for about $3,000.

OUR SCHOOLS IN JAPAN.

__ ^, , The members of the Synod will remember that
North Japan

, . , „ . ,

early m the year 1904 an official was sent to in-

spect the school, and after giving a thorough in-

spection he gave a very favorable report to a newspaper reporter

at Sendai in which he says : "I think it is a very promising

school, I cannot but congratulate Sendai upon having such a

good school. It is my conviction that it will surpass govern-

ment schools in the near future." At the same time the in-

spector notified Dr. Schneder, that for sanitary considerations,

he would have to close the institution by April if better build-

ings would not be provided. This made it imperative upon

the mission to begin at once the erection of the new buildings

which are now nearing completion. Our treasurer had to bor-

row a large portion of the money for this purpose. The orig-

inal grant for the North Japan College buildings was $25,000.

This amount will pay for the recitation hall, but not for the dor-

mitory which is an absolute necessity. The mission asks for

$10,000 additional to complete the work. Does any one ask,

"What is the North Japan College?" It is an institution in

which the young men are well and duly prepared for the work

of the Christian ministry. It is a great moral and spiritual

power, the centre of Christian work in the northern part of

the Empire and the greatest hope of future victory in this part

of the missionary field. Our Church has always stood for

Christian education. Who, then, will refuse to give large gifts

for the proper equipment of our flourishing college and semi-

nary at Sendai ?

__. . _. It is with great joy of heart that we report the

completion of all the buildings for the Miyagi

Girls' School, and at a cost of over $8,000 below

the original estimate. The leading Sendai daily says : "The

dormitory is one of the best planned and most substantial in
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northeastern Japan, and will doubtless be patterned after b)

many other schools." The ladies' residence was enlarged so as

to give a study and sleeping room to each of the four lady

teachers, and many other changes and repairs were made. The
recitation hall, which is a memorial to the late Christine Voll-

mer Faust, is a beautiful solid brick structure with granite

trimmings. As Japan is an earthquake country, great care was

used that the building should be strong, and it is probably as

nearly earthquake-proof as a building can be built. It contains

eight recitation rooms, a large chapel, library, laboratory and

science room, business office, reception room and waiting rooms.

Our Girls' School has now a very fine equipment, and there is

no better plant in Japan for the Christian education of young
women. The cost of these buildings is as follows

:

Dormitory $7,496 70
Ladies' Residence .... 2,370 65

Recitation Hall 13,412 47
Moving Bible Women's House . 69 00

Two Lots 2,884 31

Fencing, grading, incidentals . 672 68

Total $26,905 81

Receipts from all sources for the Girls' School Building

amount to about $27,000.

The credit for the speedy and economical erection of these

buildings is due to Rev. W. E. Lampe, who had sole charge of

the building operations. In his report of the work so well

done he says : "We of the Japan Mission feel grateful to all

who by their contributions or in any other way have helped us

in this grand work."

The Board again thanks all the individuals and congrega-

tions who have paid $500 each, for rooms in the new school

buildings. Are there not those who may read this report, able

and willing to contribute $500 or $1000 in memory of a saint

in glory?
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^ The new buildings have been a great blessing to

_ ..^. the Girls' School. The school now attracts the
Buildings. ^ n

daughters of the best citizens. Miss Zurfluh

writes

:

"We have two daughters of the ex-mayor of Sendai, two

daughters of a very prominent judge in Sendai, the daughter

of the leading banker in the city, the daughter and sisters of

evangelists, and the daughters of the servant and lower classes.

Thus side by side these girls are being taught in Christianity.

One of our teachers and also one of the servants of the school

had to go to the battles' front. Both of these men became

Christians before they went to war; the Christian influence that

they received in school helped to lead them to the truth as it is

in Christ Jesus. The school took an active part in helping to

prepare for the soldiers. The girls made over 2,000 ear-caps.

We also went to help give the departing soldiers a proper

send ofif.

"The girls and teachers gave up the Christmas treat and

raised money and paid for the window in the chapel that is

back of the platform. The window is hand-painted, was painted

by the architect, and the words, "Glory to God,'' in gold letters

are inserted below it ; in the window itself we have the inscrip-

tion, "Presented by Miyagi Jo Gakko, Christmas, 1903." The
effect is beautiful and impressive.

"The Christine Vollmer Faust Memorial Hall is a beau-

tiful, strong building, and its very structure implies what the

school is to stand for.

"The teachers and pupils have worked hard under difficult

and trying circumstances for over two years, and do certainly

feel grateful to all who have contributed, all who have helped

to build, plan and give sympathy. When we see the great

army of young girls before us, ready to be led to the truth, we
can truly say, 'Behold, what the Lord hath wrought,' for one

soul is worth more than all the world."

„.., „^ The Christian Ciiurch in Japan now has her
Bible Women.

, , <• t-.women who are doing the work 01 a Dorcas,

a Priscilla, a Mary and a Martha ; but they go by the name of

O Hana San (flower), O Hoshi San (star), O Yuki San
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(snow), and O Haru San (spring). We certainly owe mucli

to the earnest, faithful work that is being done by the devoted

Bible women whose work a quarter of a century ago was almost

entirely an unknown thing in this Sunrise Kingdom. God has

richly blessed their work of faith and love, and He is giving

them stronger faith and desire to extend His kingdom among
their own sisters. God is opening the doors and hearts of the

people, and thus the barriers and hindrances that these women
used to meet and had to contend with are gradually disap-

pearing.

We have had fifteen regular Bible women during the past

year, and four who have done some Bible work and some other

work. There are two Bible women in Tokyo doing very effi-

cient work. One Bible woman has been in Yamagata working

in the Sunday-schools and having meetings; there will be two

women in that field in the future. We have one Bible woman
in Sukugawa and one in Wakumatsu. They are a great help

to the work there. These Bible women hold prayer meetings,

women's meetings, and do house to house visitation, in fact,

they do Gospel work wherever the doors are open. Some of

our teachers, girls, and Bible women helped at the Gospel tent

meetings by way of singing and playing the organ. Some of

them teach in two Sunday-schools, and hold several women's

meetings every week. They go in all kinds of weather. We
certainly owe them our sympathy and most earnest prayers.

Rev. H. K. Miller very strongly urges a Bible Women's
Training School, whose aim is to train women for Christian

work. Other missions have them, and are seeing good results.

Such an institution would require the services of two foreign

lady missionaries and several Japanese assistants. It would also

be necessary to provide a school building and a home for the

foreign teachers. The Japan Mission has recognized the

need of such a Bible School and the Board favors it.

^ , ^ . , The Industrial Home is the abode of a large
Industrial ^

„ number of the students of North Japan College.

All of these young men are studying the lesson

of self-support, and at the same time they receive a Christian

education. The Home is running a dairy, a printing press, a
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book store, and a fann. The work is done by the students.

The total number in the Home during the year is ninety-two.

The average number is seventy-two. Thirty-four are Chris-

tians, others are earnestly seeking the Saviour. The expenses

for the year amount to $5,250 which includes the building of

two sheds for the dairy and other necessary repairs. Towards

this amount the mission appropriated $750. Regular services

are held every Sunday evening and weekly prayer meetings.

One of the important branches of the work of

^ , ,
the Mission is that being done for the children

Schools. =»

, 1 T-,
of Japan through our Sunday-schools. The

great good that is being accomplished cannot be estimated by

statistics, and yet a few figures may be of interest.

Connected with our work are 45 Sunday-schools with an

average attendance of 2,086.

Of these 45 Sunday-schools, some are held in our churches

and preaching places and others in the homes of Christians.

But often a house, whose owner is a worshiper of gods made

with hands, is the only place that can be rented and the children

must be taught about the only true God with idols in full view.

The children in these Sunday-schools come from all kinds

of homes and the coolies' children are taught side by side with

the rich men's sons and daughters. Many of the children must

take care of a baby brother or sister and cannot come to Sunday-

school without bringing their small charges along tied on their

backs, and thus the babies are first introduced to the Sunday-

school.

Every week from the Tohoku Gakuin 24, and from Miyagi

Jo-Gakko 27, teach in the Sunday-schools of Sendai and

vicinity.

Evangelists, evangelists' wives, Bible women, teachers and

students of both our schools with the missionaries, are engaged

in this work of winning the children of Japan for Christ.

The Nibancho Sunday-school was organized in 1881 and

now has an enrollment of 297 with an average attendance

of 166.

One class of girls from the Koto Jo-Gakko (Government

Girls' High School) numbers 16, Recently two of these girls

were baptized.
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There are 15 teachers, 6 of whom are from the Tohoku

Gakuin and six from Miyagi Jo-Gakko.

During 1903 the offering of this Sunday-school, including

the Christmas offering, amounted to $24.94.

The year 1904 marks a notable event in the his-
Twenty-fifth

, r \ t. .t,

Anniversarv ^ ^^^^ J^pan mission. It was the quarter-

centennial of its founding. Interesting and in-

spiring services were held at Sendai and Tokyo. At those

meetings not only the high officials of the province and city,

including Prince Date, lent their presence, but these men spoke

friendly words of recognition and appreciation. It is doubtful

whether there has been anything like it in the history of mission

work in Japan. What have we done at home in recognition

of this event? Many hearts were praying and planning for its

success. Far across the sea our missionaries and native Chris-

tians continued daily in prayer for the blessing of God upon

this special movement. Whether our prayers and plans shall

materialize will depend upon our own efforts as the servants

of the King. We dare not expect God to do for us what He
has already given us the ability to accomplish. We have the

ability to lay on the altar $100,000 during 1905, and thus attain

the high water mark in our offerings for foreign missions. All

we ask of the pastors is that they carry the needs of our two

missions upon their hearts and lay them, in love, upon the con-

sciences of the people. We believe the story of our noble

achievements in Japan will cause many lips to praise God for

His great favors.

In concluding the report on our Japan Mission

we beg to quote from a letter of Dr. Moore.

He writes: "How I wish I could make every

pastor and member of my Church see the wonderful doors

opening to us ! To make them see the need of more men and

money, so as to be able to seize present opportunities for the

furtherance of the work, as we here on the field see it

!

"The Christian Church in modern times has never been

challenged to stretch forth her hands and reap so great a har-

vest as she is challenged today by the state of readiness of a

great and mighty nation to receive the Gospel. Here, if any-
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wliere in the wide world, the 'King's business requires haste.'

What we propose to do here in Japan must be done by us as a

mission within the next few years, or we shall miss the greatest

chance that has ever come to any Church engaged in the for-

eign work. Other fields are inviting, too, but htre, as some of

us look at it. it is a case of urgency, a now or never.

"This is whv we as a mission recently sent out an urgent

appeal to our Reformed Church. The work to be done is more

than to gather hundreds and thousands here and there into

the Oiristian Church. It is to establish firmly the kingdom of

Go<l in this "Land of Morning"; to win one of the most re-

markable nations in the history of the world to Christ; and

when this work shall have been done, Japan will become the

leading factor in Christian work here in the far East, and be

God's chosen instrumentality in bringing the millions of China

and Korea to the feet of the Redeemer."

CHINA MISSION.

This branch of our foreign work consists of two stations

where missionaries reside—Yochow and Chenchow, with mis-

sion headquarters at Yochow.

MISSIONARIES AT YOCIIOW.

Dr. J. Albert Beam and family. Rev. William A. Reimert and

family, Rev. Paul E. Keller and family. Rev. W. E. Hoy, D.D.,

and family (absent) ; Miss S. Emma Ziemer, Miss S. Christine

Reifsneider, Miss Grace R. Whitmore.

MISSIONARIES AT CIIENCIIOW.

Rev. William Kelly, M.D., and family, Rev. S. S. Snyder

and family, Miss Bessie F. Miller.

In addition to the above there are two medical mission-

aries, Dr. Cyril H. Haas and Dr. J. Ross Reed, under appoint-

ment to go out in the fall, one to each station.

For several years the Gospel has been faithfully

Evangelistic
pj.ga^,i,e,| ^^ Yochow, and there is now in that

^^^^
place a congregation of 95 members, with a Sun-

day-school of nearly 100. In the church and in the street chapel,
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in the boys' and girls' schools, and in the hospital, the Word
of God is constantly proclaimed. The Bible class, established

for the instruction of inquirers, numbers over 60. The women's
meetings are well attended.

^ , The Boys' School is doing a quiet, solid work.

_ The pupils are all mere beginners, and are pre-

paring for advanced courses of study. The stu-

dents number 42. There is a very active Y. M. C. A. work
being conducted by Rev. Wm. A. Reimert. About 15 of the

boys keep the morning watch, engaging every morning, before

breakfast, in an hour's Bible study and prayer. The religious

tone of the school is encouraging indeed.

g.
J

,
The Girls' School numbers 18 pupils. Here

o . , Miss Ziemer and Miss Reifsneider find their con-
School.

genial work. Their influence among the girls

is very marked. The religious instruction is well calculated to

make strong characters ; and from this school we look for active

workers for woman's work for women in China.

„ .. . In the Hospital and Dispensary Dr. Beam is

proving the far-reaching influence of medical

work among the Chinese. The missionary physician has prac-

tically in his hands the key to the homes of the people. Wher-
ever he goes, he associates the art of healing with the spiritual

work of bringing peace to men's souls ; and thus he becomes a

mighty evangelizing force.

At Chenchow Dr. Kelly has been preaching to large audi-

ences, at the same time doing some practical work in the dis-

pensary. Both Dr. and Mrs. Kelly are teaching large classes

of inquirers, and they will soon reap a harvest.

At Yochow we have a well-built chapel, 60 x 30, with a

tower 15x15. In the rear of the church lot stands the native

evangelist's house, this being the substantial outcome of Dr.

D. M. Wolf's generous gift. The bell and the organ are the

gifts of Rev. Fred Cromer and other friends. The pews are

supplied by the Mifllinburg Reformed church, and the pulpit

furniture by the First Reformed church of Reading. This
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property gives the mission a spiritual home, and it is for the

native Christians a refuge and an abode of peace.

There are also three foreign residences for the mission-

aries. These buildings are of good native brick and will stand

for generations. The Girls' School has a small and convenient

building. The growth of the school will naturally call for larger

buildings before many years. The present Boys' School build-

ing, small and inadequate, will eventually be used in some way

in connection with the hospital. Dr. Beam is now engaged

in the erection of his hospital. When this is completed he will

have a splendid building, for the Doctor has given much time

and attention to his plans and knows what he needs and wants.

For the Boys' School a fine tract of land comprising thirteen

acres has been purchased. Upon this beautiful site by the

lakeside a commodious building will be erected after Dr. Hoy

returns to the field.

„ At Chenchow Dr. Kelly is building a double

residence, a hospital for men and a hospital for

women. The indemnity fund will enable him

also to erect buildings for boys' and girls' schools. The prop-

erty at Chenchow is exceptionally fine, and Dr. Kelly has been

enlarging it by new purchases. The chapel, dispensary and

bookroom are proving helpful to the Chenchow station. Dr.

Kelly has brought us, including the fund from the British Gov-

ernment, a property worth $30,000 United States gold. This

will be useful in the spread of the Kingdom of God.

As to the needs of the Yochow station, we must

Needs. say that we need two women evangelists, two

teachers for the Boys' School, and at least one

more man to devote himself to purely evangelistic work.

At Chenchow we need a woman to open the Girls'

School and a man to establish a Boys' School. The

Boys' School at Chenchow may be preparatory to the higher

course in the Yochow school. Chenchow needs also one more

missionary for the evangelistic work.
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At Changteh, a large and important city between Yochow
and Chenchow, we must locate a family. We need also more
residences for the missionaries and their families.

That the Synod may have the facts in the provi-

dential opening at Chenchow we add this state-

ment to the foregoing report of the China Mission

:

Early in the spring of 1904, a letter from Dr. Hoy to the

Board brought the glad tidings that Dr. William Kelly, of

Chenchow, was ready to unite with our mission. This good

brother went to China in 1899, under the Cumberland Presby-

terian Board, and was laboring in Changteh, Hunan, until the

spring of 1903. when he felt it his duty to open a new work
at Chenchow. So strong was his conviction of the Lord's lead-

ing that he sent a conditional resignation to his Board, which

he asked them to accept if they did not see their way clear to

grant the request. That Board, after carefully considering the

matter, and in view of the fact that their station at Changteh

was in need of reinforcement to develop the work there, and

for lack of funds to operate a separate station, the Board very

reluctantly declined the request. Without creating the least

unfriendliness he withdrew from the Board, carrying with him
the best wishes of his friends.

Since Yochow is the nearest station he applied to Dr. Hoy,

stating the terms on which he would unite with our mission.

Our Board was immediately notified and Dr. Kelly is now one

of our missionaries. In this report we cannot enter into details.

Suffice it to say that Dr. and Mrs. Kelly are both good linguists,

and they will prove a valuable acquisition to our work. They are

capable, aflfable, earnest and devoted. They are full of sacrifice,

and have ever given much to the work. Tlie Synod will be

pleased to know that the new missionary has made a transfer

of his property at Chenchow to our mission. The compound is

about 350 by 450 feet, with a brick wall and stone foundation

about eight feet high. The buildings are a residence, a chapel

and a dispensary. The property is worth $4,000 gold. "It is,

all in all, one of the finest mission properties in China." We
are glad to know that Dr. Kelly is satisfied with his transition,

and he writes : "I believe the Lord has led in it all ; and so wc
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enter tlic work with tliis assurance which enables us to give a

wholc-hearled service." We bespeak for Dr. and Mrs. Kelly

the sincere confidence and hearty co-operation of the entire

Church. Dr. Hoy writes: "Dr. Kelly is worth more to us

than money." But it is due this brother to tell the Church that

he brought with him, besides his own property, a gift that

should stir the hearts of all our people. From a letter of Mr.

G. M. H. Playfair, Acting Consul General at Hankow to Dr.

Hoy, we gather the inspiring information that our China Mis-

sion has received a special grant of $25,000, this money to be

used for hospital and school purposes at Chenchow.

The following communication will explain itself:

Hankow, 29 July, 1904.

H. B. M. Consulate General,

, , ., Sir: I beg to inform you that H. M. Min-
Indemmty

. ^ . .,- ,

„ , ister at Pekmg has notified me that H, M.
Fund.

Principal Secretary of State for Foreign

Afl^airs has sanctioned my proposal that one-half of

the Chenchow Indemnity Fund, now in my hands, should be

bestowed on the China Mission of the Reformed Church in the

United States. This sum is granted for the establishment of

a hospital and school in the city of Chenchow Fu in Hunan.

The only conditions attached to the grant are that an account

of the administration of the money be furnished to H. M. Gov-

ernment, and that some tablet be put up in a conspicuous place

at the entrance of the new buildings, explaining the circum-

stances of the grant, namely, that this money was exacted by H
M. Government, on account of the murder of the two C. I. M
missionaries, not as blood money, but for the ultimate benefit of

the people of Hunan by establishing a charitable institution,

thus returning good for ill.

I beg to suggest that you devise a suitable Chinese inscrip-

tion to this effect and submit to me.

I am sir, your obedient servant,

(Signed) G. M. H. Playfair,

Acting Consul General

Rev. W. E. Hoy, Yochow.
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In accepting this munificent gift the Board made grateful

reply to the British Government through the Acting Consul

General, Mr. Playfair.

Chenchow

Compound.

Dr. Kelly has given us a good idea of the city

and the location of our work at Chenchow, ac-

companied with this drawing:

AB.c.D-yfALLED City
X -CITY GATES
y .OLD COMFOUHD
X - /V£M COMFOUND

K

You will notice that the old compound has a street on four

sides. In other words, it is a "block." The new compound is

to the north and just across the east side street. It has the

city wall for a boundary on the north and east, a street on the

south, and the Middle School (perfect's school for students

from the four counties of Chenchowfu) on the west. Here

again we can trace His leading hand in it all. The compound,

"Z/' is made up out of about ten property owners. Under ordi-

nary circumstances that would be a difficult task in China, to

secure it at a reasonable figure. One of the first difficulties,

as I thought, was a piece of government property in the front

and at the head of the southeast gate street—just where I would

want an entrance to the compound (marked "S" on the sketch).

All the officials knew that one-half of the indemnity money had

been given for a school and hospital, and, when they learned

that I had some thought of buying an extra compoimd, they

oflFered to give me "S." They could not sell it, of course, but
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g^avc mc a deed to it. Witli that start on their part, the property

owners wilHn.G^ly sold their lots at a reasonable figure. So far

I liave hont^ht five lots, and I shall he able to secure the whole

of it for ahout $2,000. You cannot imapi'inc what a heautiful

compound we have. P)Oth are high, dry, with beautiful sur-

roundings, and have an ahundance of trees and flowers. The

indemnity funds are sufficient for two hospitals, one for men
and one for women, and, according to plans and specifications

furnished by a good architect in Shanghai, two schools, the

girls' school being in the compound and the boys' in the rear.

We trust you shall be able to send some one for the Girls'

School next fall. A lady physician and a nurse shall also be

a blessing to the people. The first worker for the Boys' School

and another male physician are also very much needed. He
has entrusted to us a mission with these funds, and the sooner

we can get the missionaries, the sooner we can teach, heal and

save the people.

May we not accept these special grants as the

leadings of Providence, and as a proof that God
is owning our feeble efforts in the spread of the Gospel among
the heathen ? Should not these gifts constrain all of us to bring

larger ofTerings for the Lord's work in Japan and China? The
duty of the hour is plain. The time has come for heroic action.

As a Church, let us arise in our might, and press with vigor on.

The present crisis in the work of missions should compel us to

forget all lesser interests and issues, and hasten with the good

news cf salvation unto the remotest ends of the earth. May
the loving Father in heaven give us the largeness of vision,

that we may see the great spiritual needs in all the desolate

portions of the world, and bear the glad tidings to souls in sin

and sorrow. Then will the gates to heathen lands swing wide

open, the righteous nation enter in, and the people be saved.

Your servants in the Lord,

James I. Good, President.

Allen R. Bartholomew, Secretary.
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FINANCIAL EXHIBIT.

Statement of the receipts and expenditures of the Board

of Commissioners for Foreign Missions of the Reformed

Church in the United States, from January ist, 1902, to De-

cember 31st 1904.

1902. Dr.

January I. To Balance $ 751 30
January 31. Cash Received $ 2,299 52
February 28. " " 2,678 19
March 31. " " 3,097 84
April 30. " " 13,916 72
May 31. " " 7,123 80
June 30. " " 1,999 38
July 31- " " 2,849 24
August 31. " " i>524 27
September 30. " " 3,397 75
October 31. " " 5,42809
November 30. " " 3,873 57
December 31. " " 6,44221

54,630 58

1903.

January 31.
" "

4,16155
February 28.

" "
3,882 99

March 31.
" "

9,11490
April 30.

" "
4,427 52

May 31.
" "

12,742 85
June 30.

" "
5,973 84

July 31-
" "

3.336 53
August 31.

" "
3,045 07

September 30.
" "

2,292 34
October 31.

" "
6,686 92

November 30.
" "

4,241 Tz
December 31.

" "
6,244 55

66,150 79

1904.

January 31.
" "

3,421 ^^
February 28.

" "
3,162 99

March 31.
" "

6,583 19

April 30.
" "

9,945 28

May 31.
" "

16,533 79
June 30.

" "
2,895 95

July 31.
" "

5,991 01

August 31.
" "

2,062 97
September 30.

" "
2,617 23

October 31.
" "

4,825 69
November 30.

" "
4,891 39

December 31.
" "

5,535 ^2>

68,466 49
18Q.247 86
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To cash proceeds of notes as follows

:

Jan. I, '02, to Dec. 31, '02 $110,067 11
Jan. I, '03, to Dec. 31, '03 155.970 52

Jan. I, '04, to Dec. 31, '04 132,293 01

398,331 30

To cash Special Loans, as follows

:

Aug. I, 1903, Palmyra Bank $ 9,460 00
Oct. 31, 1903, Boessels Bank 9.500 00
Nov. 30, 1904, C. S. Slagle, Ex 5.000 00

23,960 00
611,539 16

$612,290 46

Cr.

1902.

January 31. By Amount paid $13,195 39
February 28.

" " 2,383 93
March 31.

" " 6,986 62
April 30.

" " 20,/30 06
May 31.

" " 5.767 90
June 30.

" " 7,650 44
July 31.

" " 6,865 55
August 31.

" " 15.822 31

September 30.
" "

1 5,499 95
October 31.

" " 23,470 94
November 30.

" " 25,381 15

December 31.
" " 30,160 70

173.914 94

1903.

January 31.
' "

13,141 54
February 28.

" "
18,262 02

March 31.
" "

27,025 36
April 30.

" "
19,405 25

May 31.
" "

20,012 82

June 30.
" "

23,169 70
July 31- " " 15,134 90
August 31.

" " 31,189 04
September 30.

" " 14,143 21

October 31.
" " 18,720 42

November 30.
" " 13,448 Zl

December 31.
" " 17,19978

230,852 51

1904.

January 31,
" " 23.878 85

February 28.
" " 10,883 61

March 31.
" " 27,20395

April 30.
" " 12,139 96

May 31.
" " 27,738 35

June 30.
" " 7.650 84

July 31.
" " 12,54283

August 31.
" " 11,65830

September 30.
" " 3,930 82

October 31.
" " 31,812 11
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November 30.
" " 14.072 25

December 31.
" " 22,052 25

205,564 I.'

$610,331 57
Less amount paid for reinvestments, Legacy,

other mission monej's missent, etc., not a part of
actual expenditures 1,714 46

$608,617 II

Balance in hands of Treasurer 3,6733$
$612,290 46

SUMMARY OF EXPENDITURES.

JAPAN MISSION.
SALARIES, Etc.

Rev. J. P. Moore, D.D $ 4,477 56
Rev. D. B. Schneder, D.D 4,598 73
Rev. H. K. Miller 3,60000
Rev. S. S. Snyder 3,19000
Rev. Wm. C. Lampe 4,339 45
Rev. Christopher Noss 4,075 86
Rev. Allen K. Faust 2,789 21

Rev. J. M. Stick." 2,967 44
Rev. H. V. Cook 2,94375
Prof. Paul L. Gerhart 3,45420
Miss Lena Zurfluh 1,977 57
Miss Sadie Lea Weidner 1,840 00
Miss Lucy Margaret Powell 1.650 00
Miss Catharine B. Pifer 1,83750

43,741 27

EXPENSE ACCOUNT.
Passage money sending and returning mis-

sionaries, outfits, special donations, traveling

while in this country, cablegrams, etc 14,168 14

SCHOOLS.
Tohoku Gakuin, Appropriations, etc.. 18,272 92
Miyagi Jo Gakko, Appropriations... 8,312 50

26,585 42

EVANGELISTIC FUND.
Appropriation 16,875 00

BIBLE WOMEN.
. Appropriation 2,975 00

INCIDENTAL AND CHAPEL FUND.
Appropriation 1,725 00

MISSIONARY INCIDENTALS.
Appropriation 8,1 13 90
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LADIKS' HOUSE REPAIRS.
Appropriation 150 00

FOREIGN BUILDINGS AND IMPROVEMENTS.
Faust Memorial, Kaneko Memorial,
Anna W. Lemberger Memorial, In-

dustrial Home, etc 6,869 60
Girls' New School 32,136 98
Business Ofifice Fixtures 1,21240

40,218 98

INSURANCE.
Girls' School, Ladies' Residence, Theological
Seminary, Library, etc 943 75

INCOME TAX.
Appropriation 1,275 00

LANGUAGE TEACHER.
Appropriation 1,200 00

$157,571 46

CHINA MISSION.
SALARIES, Etc.

Rev. Wm. E. Hoy $ 4,809 08
Rev. Wm. A. Reimert 3,i68 05
Rev. F. Cromer 359 63
Rev. S. S. Snyder 70000
Dr. J. Albert Beam 2,803 25
Dr. Wm. Kelly 1,559 21

Miss S. Emma Ziemer i,350 00
Miss Christine Reifsnyder 975 48
Miss Grace Whitmore 466 16

16,190 86

EXPENSE ACCOUNT.
Passage money sending and returning mis-

sionaries, outfits, traveling while in this

country, cablegrams, maps, etc 7,534 65

FOREIGN BUILDINGS AND IMPROVEMENTS.
Boys' School 2,005 li
Girls' School 643 41

Chapel 120 00
Mission House 7,18930
Memorial Hospital 4.063 87

14,022 31

MEDICAL DEPARTMENT.
Instruments, Supplies, etc 762 07

HOUSE BOAT.
Sundries 317 07

MISSIONARY INCIDENTALS.
Appropriation 1,71 1 25
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MISCELLANEOUS.
Bible Women, Students, Evangelists, per-

sonal donations, etc 4.379 'zy

44,917 48
GENERAL ACCOUNTS.

A. V. CASSELMAN.
Salary and Expenses as Field Secretary 3,589 99

SALARIES.
Secretary, Treasurer, and Accountant 8,649 16

CURRENT EXPENSES.
Office Expenses Secretary and Treas-

urer, Stationery, Traveling and
Clerk 2,322 78

Printing Literature 4,557 42
Expenses to Board Meetings, Synods,

etc 1,413 69
8,293 89

INTEREST.
Mrs. Caroline G. Weiser, Geo. W. Hoffman,
Sundry Banks, etc 2,522 -^d

23,055 40
REFUNDED ACCOUNTS.
Legacies reinvested, refunds, ^Xz '^^^72^! 23

LOANS.
Sundry Banks and parties for loans and notes 382,650 00

610,331 57
Less remvestments, other than mission moneys missent,

etc., not actual expenditures 1.714 46

$608,617 II

RECAPITULATION.

Dr.
1902.

January i. To Balance $ 751 30
1904.

December 31. To Cash Received $189,247 86
Proceeds Notes 398,331 30
Special Loans 23,960 00

611,539 16

$612,290 40
Cr.

1904.

December 31. By Cash paid $608,617 n
Balance 3,673 35

612,290 46

Proceeds, Notes Sundry Banks $398,331 30
Proceeds, Loans Sundry Parties 23,960 00
Interest paid on notes 2,358 70

$424,650 00
Running expenses equal to 10.85 P^r cent.



Note.—There was received for Fire Insurance, through the destruc-
tion of Girls' School, Sendai, Japan, $4,472.66, which was used in the
rebuilding of said school.

Dr. William Kelly donated his property valued at $4,000 to our China
Mission.

There was received from the British Government, through Dr. Wil-
liam Kelly, the sum of $25,069.95, which is in the hands of the Treasurer
of the China Mission.

Within the last three years a number of "personal" gifts have been
sent to Rev. W. E. Hoy, D.D. These contributions were all unsolicited,

and have been applied as follows:

Street Chapel $ 43 30
Beneficiary Education 198 2i
Evangelist's House 226 70
Chapel Fund 716 68
Mission House Fund 1.095 45

$2,280 46

The above amounts are not included in this statement of Receipts
and Expenditures.

RECEIPTS FROM ALL SOURCES.

From May, 1902, to May, 1905.

Contributions from churches and individuals $201,309 y^
Fire Insurance on Girls' School Building, Sendai 4,472 66
British Government Indemnity Fund 25,069 95
Dr. William Kelly's property 4,000 00
Personal Gifts to Dr. W. E. Hoy 2,280 46

$237,132 80
Respectfully submitted,

Allen R. Bartholomew,

Joseph L, Lemberger.



Bt'inker
Legacy.

Dechant
Legacy.
Bucher
Legacy.

Summy
Donation.

Dletz
Legacy.

Hivillng
Legacy.

Wagner.
Bequest.

McCaully
fund.

MatUda
Craig
Donation.

Malinda M.
Acker
Legac}'.

Geo. W. "^

andAgnes
Huffman
Donation.
1st China
Mission
Fund for

Education
of Native
Ministers >

2d China
Mission
Fund tor
Education
of Native
Ministers

INVESTED FUNDS, LEGACIES. ETC.. OF THE BOARD, TO
MAY I, 1905.

Japanese Imp. Gov. Sterling Loan, 6 per cent., Knoxville Gas
Company preferred $1,650 00

Five per cent, first mortgage bond, Edison Electric Illuminat-

ing Co., Lebanon, Pa.. "Dechant" legacy 100 00

Five per cent, first mortgage bond, Edison Electric Illuminat-

ing Co., Lebanon, Pa., "Bucher"' legacy 500 00

Coupon bond, common school district of the city of Harris-

burg, Pa., No. 282 (4 per cent.), "Summy" donation 100 00

First mortgage on Lebanon City real estate, securing the

"Catharine Dietz" legacy $2,000 00
Alms House i cent fund of 1,200 00
*And part of Sarah Ziegler bequest

Interest 5 per cent, payable annually —
- 3,200 00

First mortgage on Lebanon real estate, securing the

"Sarah A. Hiviling" legacy $2,887 50
*Part of Sarah Ziegler bequest 112 50
Interest 6 per cent., payable semi-annually 3,000 00

Bequest of Jacob S. Wagner, dec'd, Pottstown, Pa., Mrs.
Wagner assuming the responsibility of the interest an-

nuall}', of 5 per cent 3.000 00

First mortgage bond, Cornwall & Lebanon Railroad Com-
pany, securing the "McCaulley Memorial Building Fund,"

5 per cent., payable semi-annually 500 00

Common bond, Report Publishing Company, Lebanon, Pa.,

6 per cent., semi-annually 500 00

Mortgage bond, Lebanon Steam Company, 5 per cent., semi-
annually 500 00

United Telephone and Telegraph, ist mortgage bond, 5 per

cent, semi-annually 500 00

United Telephone and Telegraph, ist mortgage bond, 5 per
cent, semi-annually 500 00

Oberly
Legacy.

Ziegler
Bequest

Proceeds of 75 shares of the capital stock of Bethlehem Iron Com-
pany, Pa., at $55.00, $4,125, known as the "Jesse Oberly" legacy. Stock
sold February 10, 1898.

*Sarah Ziegler bequest $150 00
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State of Pennsylvania, "I

County of Lebanon, /
"^ '

On this 15th day of May, A. D. 1905, before me the subscriber, Samuel
H. Bentz, a Notary Public in and for the said County and State, came
J. K. Raudenbush, who being duly affirmed according to law, says that

he is a Practicing Accountant, that he has examined the books, vouchers,
and accounts of the Secretary and Treasurer, and finds them to be true
and correct in all respects.

J. K. Raudenbush,
Public Accountant.

Affirmed to and subscribed before me the day and year above written.

Samuel H. Bentz,

Notary Public.

Lebanon, Pa., May 15, 1905.

We, the undersigned, appointed by the Board of Commissioners for
Foreign Missions to examine and audit the accounts of the Secretary
and Treasurer, hereby certify that we have attended to the duty assigned
us, and find the same to be correct. We also examined the securities,

and find the same to be as follows

:

Brinker Legacy, Imperial Japanese Bond and Knoxville Gas
preferred $1,650 00

Dechant Legacy, Edison 111. Co. Bond 100 00
Buchcr Legacy, Edison 111. Co. Bond 500 00
Catherine Dietz Legacy, Mortgage 3,200 00
Hiviling Legacy, Mortgage 3,000 00
Melinda M. Acker Legacy, Mortgage 500 00
McCauley Fund, Railroad Bond 5cx) 00
Matilda Craig Donation, Common Bond 500 00
George W. and Agnes Hoffman Donation, Telephone Bond. .. . 1,000 00
Summy Donation, School Bond 100 00

$11,050 00

John W. Appel,

J. Z. Gerhard,

Auditors.
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BEQUESTS.

The following bequests were given without condition, and have been
consumed in the work, viz

:

Aug. i8, 1861. Bequest of Geo. P. Cook $ 265 00
Feb. 27, 1865. " " Eliza Brownback 100 00
Nov. 19, 1885. " " Mrs. Amanda Dietzler 20000
Sept. II, 1886. " " John Henry Bookhold 15000
Feb. 9, 1887. " " Mrs. Annie K. Uhler 95000
Mar. 28, 1891. " " Daniel Eberhard 500 go
June 15, 1891. " " Elder Daniel Brosier 1,00000
July 13, 1892. " " Elder Henry Wirt 1,00000
Dec. 26, 1892. " " John Grossham 30 00
May 18, 1893. " " Sarah Gutelius SO 00
Juily 3, 1893. " " Jacob and John Kinsey 952 50
Oct. 6, 1893. " " "Bolender" Estate 400 00
Jan. 6, 1894. " " Miss Louise Benner 50000
Mar. 31, 1894. " " Christian Spriny 100 00
Oct. 9, 1894. " " Jesse Gery 952 50
May 9, 1895. " " Otis and Catharine Barnet 30000
Mar. 9, 1896. " " John D. Hottel 234 30
Jan. 7, 1897. Legacy Andrew K. Swartz 1,00000
Feb. 16,1897. " Mrs. Catharine Erkhardt 100 00
June 19, 1897. " Mrs. Sarah J. Houtz 75 00
Dec. 14, 1897. " Mrs. Elizabeth Reidel, deathbed be-

quest 50 00
July 25, 1898. " Agnes Shultz 50 00
Apr. 15, 1899. " Otis Barnet 2,000 00
6ept. 29, 1899. " Nancy Crook 400 00
Oct. 2.7, 1899. Donation Matilda Craig 500 00
Oct. 31, 1899. Legacy Otis Barnet, in full 1,887 18
Jan. 9, 1900. " S. H. Bibighaus 1,756 61
Apr. 16, 1900. " Malinda M. Acker 50000
May 14,1900. " Samuel H. Bibighaus 26367
July 14, 1900. " Samuel H. Bibighaus 531 55
Aug. 31, 1900. " Sara Musick 1,000 00
Sept. 29, 1900. " Lydia Hoy 210 50
L)ec. 14, 1900. " Lydia Weaver, part 83 33
Feb. 19, 1901. " Henry Brown 869 66
Feb. 26, 1901. Dying bequest, daughter of Elder C. W.

Truxel 26 50
Apr. 6, 1901. Legacy T. O. Hines 473 00
Apr. 22, 1901. Donation Geo. W. and Agnes Hoffman, first.. 500 00
June 29, 1901. Legacy Annie Beamer 120 00
Sept. 16, 1901. Donation Geo. W. and Agnes Hoffman, second 500 00
Nov. 16, 1901. Legacy Samuel H. Bibighaus 2,443 y^t

Dec. 20, 1901. " Bernhard Kohl 100 00
Jan. 8, 1902. " Frederick Storkmeier 250 00
Feb. 22, 1902. " Herman Osthoff 2500
Feb. 2.-J, 1902. " Lvdia Weaver, in full 80 48
Apr. 21, 1902. " M. J. Brinker 1,498 50
Aug. 14, 1902. Bequest of Mrs. Lizzie Hobson 1000
Dec. 16, 1902. " " Fredericka Sunderman 941 40
Dec. 27, 1902. Legacy Marv J. Brinker 14999
Dec. 31,1902. Bequest of Frederick Boch, Jr 500
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Christian Endeavor Society and Sunday-school, Shippensburg, Pa.
Woman's Missionary Society. North Carolina Classis.

Missionary Society, Upton, Pa.
Home Department, Eighth Avenue Sunday-school, Columbus, Ohio.
Rev. J. H. Beck, Upper Sandusky, Ohio.
Trinity Sunday-school, Bloomshurg, Pa.
Ladies' Society, St. Peter's Church, Yutan, Neb.
Thirteen Girls, St. Luke's Sunday-school, Philadelphia, Pa.

Native Helper.

Congregation, Huntingdon, Pa.

Part Support of Prof. Demura.

St. John's Church, Catawissa, Pa.

Organs.

Mrs. Matilda Chidsey. Easton, Pa.
Mission Band, Bath, Pa.
Salem Mission Band, Allentown, Pa.
St. John's Mission Band, Allentown, Pa.
St. John's Sunday-school, Riegelsville, Pa.
New Knoxville Sunday-school, Ohio.
Mission Band, Boyertown, Pa.

CHINA MISSION.

Evangelists.

Students, Heidelberg University, Tiffin, Ohio.

Bible Women.

Woman's Missionary Society and Congregation, Osnaburg, Ohio.
Prof. H. Meier, Mauch Chunk, Pa.

Grace Christian Endeavor Society and Sunday-school, Altoona, Pa.

Students, Boys' School.

Rev. S. Romeis, Alida, Kansas.
Christian Endeavor Society, Trinity Church, Philadelphia, Pa.

Mr. and Mrs. George \\. Hoffman, Gettysburg, Pa.

Dr. J. Albert Beam, Yochow China.
Rev. W. A. Reimert, Yochow, China (two).
Class No. 20, Good Shepherd Sunday-school, Boyertown, Pa.

Bible Class, Trinity Sunday-school, Telford, Pa.

Miss Olivia B. Weller, Boyertown, Pa.
First Sunday-school, Mt. Pleasant, Pa.

Christian Endeavor Society, Union Church, Lineboro, Md.
. Young People's Society, Alexandria, Pa.
Missionary Society, Pavia Church, Claysburg, Pa.

Christian Endeavor Society, Virginsville, Pa.

Kinnickinnick Charge, Kingston, Ohio.
Skippackville Union Sunday-school, Skippack, Pa.

Mercersburg Academy, Dr. William Mann Irvine (six).

Mrs. David M. Kinzer, Pittsburg, Pa.

Junior Missionary Society, First Church, Baltimore, Md.
Missionary Society, Everett, Pa.

Six girls of Mrs. F. E. Freeze, Pittsburg, Pa.
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Students, Girls' School.

Miss Dora Ebersole. Grecnsburg, I'a.

Mrs. Lottie Ilerhst, Oley, Pa.

Mrs. C. F. Kettlcr, I-'ort Wayne, Ind.

Mr. and Mrs. Charles M. Wagner, Reading, Pa.

Mrs. Henry Liitz, Readinsr. Pa.

Mrs. Elsie Riedesel, Rockwell, N. C.

Woman's Missionary Society and Sunday-school Class No. 7, Louis
ville, Ohio.

Mrs. Nettie Anthony, Meyersdale, Pa.

Christian Endeavor Society, Willow Street, Pa.
Missionary and Aid Society, St. PaiiTs Church, Culver, Ind.

Mrs. W. A. Reiniert, Yochow, China.
Rev. J. W. Love, D.D., Lone Tree, Iowa.
Junior Christian Endeavor Society, Hunlingdon, Pa.
Mrs. J. Albert r>eam, Yochow, China.
Mrs. M. A. Little, Saxton, Pa.

Christian Endeavor Society. Cheney, Kan.
Members Zion's Church. Delaware, Ohio.
St. Stephen's Sunday-school Class No. 23. Reading, Pa.
Aid and Missionary Societies, Bethany Church, Crescent, N. C.
Missionary Society, TIridclberg Church, Stoutsville, Ohio.
Woman's Missionary Society. Heidelberg Church, Philadelphia, Fa.
First Sunday-school Class No. 24, Reading. Pa.
Class of Girls and Miss Carrie K. Miller, Reading, Pa.
Rev. J. H. Reck, Upper Sandusky, Ohio.
Tobias S. Bartlet. Reading. Pa.

Mrs. B. Wolff, Pittsburg. Pa.

Primary Department, First Church. Xenia. Ohio.
Sunday-school Class, Miss Grace E. Baichley. Tiffin, Ohio.
Salem Church, Kinnickinnick Charge, Ohio.

Cook in Girls' School.

Rev. S. T. Wagner, Boonsboro, Md.

Orgaits.

Two friends, Louisville, Ohio.
Ladies' Aid Society, Grace Church. York, Pa.
St. Jacob's Church, near Lisbon, Ohio.
W. IT. Kchl, East Greenville, Pa.

Outfits for Missionaries.

Miss Grace R. Whitmore, Woman's Missionary Society, Mercers-
burg Classis.

Miss Christine Reifsneider, Woman's Missionary Society, Phila-
delphia Classis.

Dr. J. Albert Beam. Illinois Classis, Interior Synod.
Rev. William A. Reimert, Y. M. C. A., Ursinus College, and

School of Hieology, and Ziegel's Charge.
Miss Bessie F. Miller, Woman's Missionary Society, Lebanon

Classis.

Miss Mary E. Gerhard, Woman's Missionary Society, Lancaster
Classis.

Passa,£;e Money for Missionaries.
Miss Grace R. Whitmore, Woman's Missionary Society, Ohio

Synod.
Miss Bessie F. Miller, Woman's Missionary Society, Lehigh Classis.
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EMERGENCY FUND.

The Emergency Fund is a call to the Church for $50,000 to pay the
debt of the Board. This debt is an accumulation of needs that had to be
supplied in Japan and China. The new school buildings were a neces-
sity. The extension of the work was imperative. To assist in the
speedy completion of the Emergency Fund is an honor any Christian of
any age might well aspire to. The men of wealth in our Church are
brought face to face with a holy privilege. It is with gratitude to God
that we record the kind help from many friends whose names follow:

Berlin Charge, Berlin, Pa., Rev. W. C. Sykes $ 100 00
Perkasie Charge, Perkasie, Pa., Rev. E. S. Noll 100 00
A friend of Foreign Missions, Chambersburg, Pa 1,000 00
St. Paul's, Reading, Pa., Dr. B. Bausman 1,000 00
First Church Missionary Society, Lancaster, Pa., Rev. J.

Stuart Crarrier 100 00
St. Paul's, Lancaster, Pa., Dr. J. W. Meminger 100 00
N. B. Schmitt, Woodstock, Va 100 00
Benjamin Kuhns, Dayton, Ohio 500 00
Grace Church, Y. P. S. C. E. and Sunda3'^-school, Philadelphia,

Rev. A. S. Bromer 200 00
Everett Congregation, ten members. Rev. J. David Miller.... 100 00
Dr. J. A. Keller and wife, Alliance, Ohio 100 00
Grace Church, Harmony, Pa., Rev. John A. Leuzinger 100 oo
Dr. J. L. Lemberger, Lebanon, Pa., memorial 500 00
A friend, Philadelphia, Pa 500 00
Miss Ella R. Rahauser, Pittsburg, Pa 100 00
Aaronsburg Charge, Rev. F. E. Lanffer 100 00
One who likes to give, Cosby, Mo 100 00
St. John's Sunday-school, Lebanon, Pa., Dr. V. W. Dippell,

Johnston memorial 500 00
Pastor and wife 400 00
Zion's, Hagerstown, Md., Dr. J. Spangler Kieffer 20000
Missionary Society, Campbelltown, Pa., Rev. P. J. Dundore... 225 00
Dr. J. Bachmann and members, New Knoxville, Ohio 383 00
Church of Ascension, Norristown, Pa., Rev. H. W. Bright... . 100 00
St. Luke's, North Wales, Pa., Rev. A. O. Reiter 100 00
Mr. and Mrs. H. M. Housekeeper, Philadelphia 200 00
East Rowan Charge, Rockwell, N. C, Rev. W. W. Rowe.... 100 00
St. Stephen'.^ College Church, Lancaster, Pa 120 00
St. Paul's. Manheim, Pa., Rev. A. O. Bartholomew 132 00
Charles Mohr, Burbank, Cal 100 00
George Hornikel, Poland, Ohio 100 00
Mrs. T. T. Worth, Lebanon, Pa 100 00
C. N., Sue and C. T. Barnhart, Greensburg, Pa 125 00
Zion's Church, Buffalo. N. Y., Dr. A. E. Dahlmann 200 00
Charles Bolender, Lake, Ohio 100 00
First Church, Milwaukee, Wis., Rev. R. C. Nott 175 00
Mrs. Sarah H. Super, Collegeville, Pa too 00
A friend of Missions 100 00
Israel Laucks, York, Pa 100 00
Evangelical Reformed Church, Frederick, Md., Dr. E. R.

Eschbach 100 00
Mite Society, Sunday-school and friends Carlisle, Pa., Rev.

M. O. Noll TOO 00
Three friends of Foreign Missions, York, Pa 100 00
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J. B. Kunz and wife, Hiiiitingdon, Pa lOO oo
Aaron Fcidt, wife and daughter Alice, Millersburg, Pa lOO oo
Professors and students. Theological Seminary, Lancaster, Pa. 500 00
Grace Chnrch, Akron, Ohio, Rev. Irwin W. Hendricks 20Q 00
First Church, Greensburg. Pa.. Rev. Stanley L. Krebs 500 00
Bellefonte Congregation. Bellefonte, Pa., Rev. A. M. Schmidt. 100 00
A friend, Pittsburg, Pa 100 00
Dr. S. N. Callcnder, bequest. Mechanicsburg, Pa 300 00
Allied Y. P. S., Philadelphia Classis 300 00
Grace Chnrch, Washington. D. C, Dr. J. M. Schick . 100 00
Philip Williard, Trappe. Pa 100 00
W. M. Achenbach. Gladbrook, la 100 00
Mrs. Maria Voss, Akron, Ohio, Rev. E. C. Stuebi 100 00
First Church and Sunday-school, McKeesport, Pa. , Rev.

A. Noll 100 00
Meyersdale Charge, Meversdale, Pa., Dr. A. E. Truxal 150 00
First Church, Canton, Ohio., Rev. F. C. Nau 200 00
Second Church Sunday-school, Reading, Pa., Dr. S. R.

Breidcnbangh 100 00
First Church. Easton. Pa.. Rev. Paul S. Leinbach 235 00
St. John's, Philadelphia. Rev. T. L. Bickel lOO 00
Ladies' Aid and C. E. Society, Lansdale, Pa., Rev. J. J.

Rothrock 100 00
Mt. Pleasant Charge, Mt. Pleasant, Pa., Rev. W. H. Tussing. . 100 00
St. John's Chnrch, Allentown, Pa.. Rev. F. C. Seitz 112 00
Manor Charge, Manor. Pa.. Rev. C. L. Noss 130 00
New Goshenhoppen Charge, East Greenville, Pa., Rev. Calvin

M. DeLong 112 00
Trinity Church, Altoona Pa.. Rev. Lewis Robb 125 00
Waynesboro Charge. Waynesboro. Ohio. Rev. A. C. Renoll.... 125 00
St. John's Church and Sunday-school, Williamsport, Pa., Rev.

J. M. Runkel 100 00
Trinity and Mt. Zwingli Church and Sunday-school, Wads-

worth, Ohio. Rev. H. L. Beam no 00
Zion's Sunday-school. Lehighton, Pa.. Rev. D. A. Winter 100 00
Emmanuel Church. Hanover. Pa., Rev. Ellis Hay 200 00
George W. and Agnes Hoffman, Gettysburg, Pa., R. F. D. 2,

Rev. F. S. Lindaman 500 00
Salem W. M. S.. Harrisburg. Pa.. Rev. E. N. Kremer, D.D. .. 100 00
Shiloh Sunday-school, Danville, Pa.. Rev. Geo. E. Limbert.... 100 00
Salem Sunday-school, Philadelphia, Pa., Rev. F. W. Berle-

mann. D.D 100 00
Emanuel Sundaj^-school, Hazleton, Pa., Rev. S. E. StofHet 100 00
Irwin Charge, Irwin, Pa.. Rev. U. C. Gutclius 100 00
Nittany Valley Charge. Rev. H. I. Crowe 100 00
St. John's Church. Shamokin. Pa.. Rev. C. B. Schneder 152 00
Christ Church, Middletown. Md., Rev. J. W. Pontius 100 00
St. Thomas' Missionary Society, Reading, Pa., Rev. John

P. Stein, D.D 100 00
Christ Sunday-school, Bethlehem, Pa., Rev. G. A. Schwedes.. 100 00
Trinity Sunday-school, Canton, Ohio, Rev. E. P. Her-

brnck, D.D 100 00
First Church. Dayton, Ohio. Rev. W. A. Hale, D.D 100 00
F. J. Brand, Haskins. Ohio 100 00
George Moore, Haskins, Ohio 100 00

i
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Elder New Holland Charge, Rev. John G. Noss 100 00
Schwartzvvald Charge, Esterly, Pa., Rev. James R. Brown 117 00
Christ Church, Martinsburg, W. Va., J. A. Hoffheins, D.D. 100 00
Trinity Sunday-school, York, Pa., Rev. H. H. Apple 95 00
First Church, Xenia, Ohio 100 00
David's Sunday-school, Canal Winchester, Ohio, Rev. J. P.

Stahl 100 00
Mrs. Barbara Torge, Buffalo, N. Y., Rev. J. Storrer 100 00
Manor Charge, Adamstown, Md., Rev. Atville Conner 106 00
Trinity Missionary Society, Norristown, Pa., Rev. A. C.

Thompson 100 00
Rockwood Charge, Rockwood, Pa., Rev. W. H. Landis 100 00
B. Acker, Washougal, Wash 100 00
Samuel H. Keller, Cleveland, Ohio 100 00
Ziegel's Charge, Lehigh Co., Pa., Rev. N. W. Helffrich 200 00
Zion's, Reading, Pa., Rev. L. K. Derr, D.D 100 00
Emanuel Church, Rochester, N. Y., Rev. C. A. Hauser 100 00
Pine Hall Congregation, Boalsburg Charge, Rev. A. A. Black. 100 00
Forreston Charge. 111., Rev. H. C Blosser 100 00
Zion's Church, Philadelphia, Rev. P. H. Dippell, D.D 100 00
Mercersburg Academy, Dr. W. M. Irvine 450 00
Grace Church, York, Pa., Rev. E. E. Emhoff 100 00
St. John's Church, Schuylkill Haven, Pa,, Rev. O. H. Strunck 100 00
Ashland Church, Ashland, Pa., Rev. I. M. Schaeffer 100 00
Mt. Crawford Charge, Mt. Crawford, Va., Rev. B. K. Hay. .. . 100 00
W. M. S. Grace Church, Shippensburg. Pa., Rev. J. O. Reagle 100 00
Annville Charge, Annville, Pa., Rev. W. F. DeLong 100 00
New Holland Charge, New Holland, Pa.. Rev. John G. Noss. . 100 00
Dakota Charge, Dakota, 111., Rev. C. K. Staudt 100 00
Grace Church, Pittsburg, Rev. John H. Prugh, D.D 500 00
Catawba College, Newton, N. C, President, Rev. George A.

Snyder 100 00
W. M. S., Lebanon Classis 300 00
W. M. S., Lehigh Classis 400 00
Major S. M. Finger, bequest, Newton, N. C 500 00
Mrs. Elizabeth Trumbower, Passer, Pa 500 00
Miscellaneous contributions 5.674 00
Trinity Church, Pottsville, Pa., Rev. S. L. Whitm'ore D.D 100 00

Total to May 10, 1905 $26,721 00

MEMORIALS AND GIFTS FOR OUR NEW MISSION BUILDINGS.

FAUST MEMORIAL HALL.

Memorials.

Rev. Henry W. Super, D.D., LL.D., by his widow, College-

ville. Pa $1,00000
Annie W. Lemberger, by her husband, Lebanon, Pa 500 00

Rev. I. A. Sites, by his widow. Tiffin, Ohio 300 00
Rev. J. H. Klein, D.D., by his three children, Louisville, Ky... 50 00

Rena Moore, by her husband, Haskins, Ohio 100 00

Christine Elizabeth Faust, by brothers and sisters of Rev. Allen

K. Faust, Readinf^, Pa 25 00

Edna Estella Higgins, by St. Paul's Sunday-school, Belle-

vue, Ohio 10 00
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Gifts.

Benjamin Kiihiis and family, Dayton, Oliio i,ioo oo
Woman's Missionary Socieiy, Lehi.nh Classis 500 00
The pastors and people of Reading Classis 1,500 CXJ

Rev. B. Bailsman, D.D., and wife, Reading, Pa 150 00
Christian Endeavor Society, Grace Church, Akron, Ohio 150 00

New Knoxville Church, Ohio, Rev. John Bachmann, D.D 165 00
St. John's Church, Shamokin, Pa., Rev. Charles B. Schneder. . 100 00
Contributors Postal Card Fund
Emmanuel's Missionary Society, Hanover, Pa., Rev. F. C.

Seitz 100 00
The Orphans' Bethany Home, Womelsdorf, Pa., Rev. T. M.

Yundt 25 00
St. John's and Salem Sunday-school, Martinsburg, Pa., Rev.

W. C. Slough 28 S3

NORTH JAPAN COLLEGE.

Memorials.

Sarah Jane Brown, by her father, Henry Brown, beauest $1,917 50
Rev. Thomas S. Johnston, D.D., by St. John's Sunday-school,

Lebanon. Pa., Rev. V. W. Dippell, Ph.D 500 00
Rev. Jacob Dahlmann, D.D., by his friends 200 00
Rev. Samuel N. Callender. D.D., bequest 300 00
Rev. William A. HelflFrich, D.D., by Ziegel's Charge 200 00
Major S. M. Finger, bequest, Newton, N. C 50000
Simon Stockmeier. bequest, Timothy, Wis 2500
In Memory of Mother, by Lydia and Rebecca Kuss, Ro-

chester, N. Y 50 00

Gifts.

St. Paul's Church, Reading, Pa., in honor of Dr. Benjamin
Bausman $1,000 00

Benjamin Kuhns, Dayton, Ohio 500 00
First Church, Greensburg. Pa., Rev. Stanley L. Krebs 500 OO
George W. and Agnes Hoffman, Gettysburg, Pa., R. F. D. No. 2 500 00
Grace Church, Pittsburg, Pa., Rev. John H. Prugh, D.D 500 00
New Kno.xville Church. Ohio, Rev. John Bachmann, D.D 383 00
Rev. J. W. Santee, D.D., by a friend, Philadelphia. Pa 500 00
Allied Young People's Societies, Philadelphia Classis 300 00
Grace Church, Philadelphia, Pa., Rev. A. S. Bromer 200 00
Evangelical Reformed Church, Frederick, Md., Rev. E. R.

Eschbach, D.D 500 00
Zion's Church, Hagcrs'own. Md., J. Spangler Kieffer, D.D. 200 00
Missionary Society, Campbelltown, Pa., Rev. Paul J. Dundore 225 00
Mr. and Mrs. H. M. Housekeeper, Philadelphia, Pa 200 00
Grace Church, Akron, Ohio, Rev. Irwin W. Hendricks 200 00
First Church, Canton, Ohio. Rev. F. C. Nau 200 00
First Church, Easton. Pa., Rev. Paul S. Leinbach 235 00
Emmanuel's Church, Hanover Pa., Rev. Ellis Hay 200 00
Professors and students. Theological Seminary, Lancaster, Pa. 500 00
St. John's Church and Sunday-school, Riegelsville, Pa., Rev.

B. B. Ferer, D.D 229 22
John M. Miller. Alliance, Ohio 500 00
Mrs. Elizabeth Trumbower, Passer, Pa 500 00
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CHINA MISSION HOUSE.

Memorial.
Rev. J. H. Klein, D.D., by his three children, Louisville, Ky...$ 50 00

HOY MEMORIAL HOSPITAL.

Memorials.

Mrs. Rev. J. S. Walter, by W. M. S., St. Mark's Church, Pitts-

burg, Pa $ 100 00
Mrs. Lucetta Schout, by her daughter, Mrs. E. H. Laubach,

Braddock, Pa 25 00
Father and Mother Dittmar, by their daughter. Miss Annie

Dittmar, Charlotte, N. C 10 00
Mrs. Eliza Stein Groh, by her daughter, Mrs. Samuel M.

Roeder, Manchester, Md 50 00
Laura Ebersole, by her mother, Mrs. E. J. Ebcrsole, and sisters,

Greensburg, Pa 12 50
Clarence Troxell, by his parents, Mr. and Mrs. C. M. Troxell.

.

5 oc

ANNUITY BOND.

Whereas, John Jones, of Harrisburc. in the County of Dauphin, and
State of Pennsylvania, has this day made a gift to the BOARD OF
COMMISSIONERS FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS OF THE RE-
FORMED CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES, with headquarters
at Philadelphia, Pa., of the sum of $1,000 to be used, applied and dis-

posed of by said Board for its uses and purposes.
Now, Tberefore. said Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions

of the Reformed Church in the United States, in consideration of the

premises, hereby promise and agree, to and with said John Jones, to

pay to him or his order, an annuity of Forty Dollars in semi-annual pay-
ments of Tzventy Dollars during the term o.' his natural life, the first

payment to be made six months after receipt of money.
As this provision is made for the sole benefit of said John Jones dur-

ing his natural life, it is hereby declared to be the intention of the
parties hereto that no obligation whatever is hereby assumed on the
part of the Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions of the Re-
formed Church in the United States to the heirs, executors, administra-
tors, or assigns of the said John Jones.

In witness whereof, the said Board of Commissioners for Foreign
Missions of the Reformed Church has caused the corporate seal to be
hereunto affixed and these presents signed by its Treasurer, this first

day of April, A. D. 790^.

For the Board,
By JOS. L. I^EMBERGER, Treasurer.

Philadelphia, Pa., March 8, 1904.

At the annual meeting of the Board of Foreign Missions held on the

above date, the following action was taken :

Resolved, That the aforesaid Annuity Bond be approved, and that the
Treasurer, be and herebv is authorized to sign, seal with the corporate
seal and deliver the same as the act of the Board of Commissioners for
Foreign Missions of the Reformed Church in the United States.

A true copy of record.

Attest

:

ALLEN R. BARTHOLOMEW, Secretary.
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PUBLICATIONS OF THE HOARD, I9O2-I905.

The Tohoku Gakuin, Sendai, Japan.
Annual Statement to the Classis, 1903.

In Memoriam.
Annual Statement to the Synods, 1903.

Foreign Mission Day Service, 1903.

Prayer Calendar 1904.

Annuity Bonds.
Foreign Mission Day Service, 1904.

Farewell Service to Miss Grace R. Whitmore.
Japanese Churches.
Six Years an Evangelist.

Record of the Year, 1904.

History of the Japan Mission.

Foreign Mission Day Service, 190=;.

Farewell Service to Miss Bessie F. Miller.

North Japan College.

Facts from the Field, Japan.
A Few Sunday-school Facts.

Seen Every Day.
The Tokyo Field.

Future Building Needs, Japan Mission.
Bible School for Women.
The Yamagata-Akita Field.

Appeal to Sunday-schools.
Letter to Young People's Societies.

TESTIMONIAL FROM Y. M. C. A. SECRETARY,

New York, January 13, 1905.
Dear Dr. Bartholomew—My duties take me to all the important

mission stations of Japan, and especially to the mission schools and col-
leges. After repeated visits to Sendai and neighboring cities where the
Reformed Church operates, I wish to say that the standing of your mis-
sionaries and of their Japanese associates is unusually high. They have
shown great wisdom in concentrating upon a comparatively limited and
unworked territory. The academy and theological seminary which they
have created are the onlv Christian institutions for men north of Tokyo,
and they rank among the very best. The new Girls' School building
and church are probably the finest buildings of the kind in all Japan.
They are doing much to raise Christianity in popular esteem, and to

make Sendai "the most Christian city."

As one who enjoyed the friendship of Doctors Schneder and Moore,
the premiers of the Mission; Dr. Noss, the teacher and linguist; Dr.
Sasao, the scholar, and I'rofessors ivajiwara and Demura, Miss Zurfluh,
Mrs. Schneder and all the rest, I can heartily assert that they are mak-
ing careful and sagacious use of all the funds and forces provided by
the Church in the United States. Whatever appeals they may be making
for immediate increase of monev or men, are based on a statesmanlike
realization that dollars and workers count more now than ever before;
for as Gen. Stewart L. Woodford, of New York, recently declared,
"Now is the opportunity of a generation for Christianity in Japan."

Believe me, Yours fraternally,

Galen M. Fisher,
National Secretary Y. M. C. A. Union of Japan.
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RESIGNATION OF REV. C. NOSS.

"Allentovvn, ir'A., September 30th, 1904.

"To the Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, Reformed
Church in the United States:

"Dear Fathers and Brethren—Circumstances constrain me to offer

you my resignation. Competent physicians declare that it is inexpedi-
ent for my wife to return to the field, and I am convinced that to leave
her alone with the family, and return by myself, is equally inexpedient.
It has been our hope that a year of furlough would restore her health,

but in this we have been bitterly disappointed. I have neither the mental
qualities nor the physical endurance required for satisfactory service as

a traveling representative of the cause, and therefore desire to relieve

you, without delay, of the burden of my salary, and enable you to send
some one in my stead. I beg you to accept my resignation, the same to

take effect immediately.

"Permit me to add that if you release me, I shall regard myself as only
transferred from the active missionary force to the reserves, and that I

should count it a great joy if the Lord would again summon me to the

front. Until recently, it nev.er entered my mind that I was not in the
service for life. Let me also assure you of my high appreciation of the

kind consideration that has marked all your dealings with me and mine.

"Respectfully submitted,

"Christopher Noss."

ACTION OF THE BOARD.

"Resolved, That the Executive Committee, subject to the approval of

the Board, accepts the resignation of the Rev. Christopher Noss as one
of its missionaries in Japan ; that in doing so, it expresses its deep re-

gret at the necessity for the action, its sincere sympathy with him and
his wife in the affliction which has led to his resignation, and especially

its grateful appreciation of his years of faithful service rendered by him
in connection with the work of our Japan Mission; and tliat we also

cherish the hope, that, in the future, he will be of abundant usefulness to

the Church and to its missionary work in the position to which he has
been called in the Theological Seminary at Lancaster."

APPEAL FROM JAPAN TO THE CHURCH.

We, the Reformed missionaries in Japan, while deeply sensible of the

financial burden which the Board is now carrying, yet on account of the

embarrassing conditions under which we are obliged to work, feel con-
strained to make the following statement to the Board of Foreign Mis-
sions, and through it to the Church, in the earnest hope that speedy
measures may be taken for our relief.

This year, our Japan Mission has rounded out a full quarter century
of service. People not connected with our work have spoken in most
flattering terms concerning what, under the blessing of God, has been
accomplished in this time. However, the joy of success is more or less

dulled by the consciousness that our numbers are altogether too small

to meet the demands made upon us. At the end of twenty-five years, we
can muster but eight families and four unmarried ladies. We have
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lost men and women who, if now with us, would be a source of strength

to the work, by reason of their experience and influence. These losses

have not been made up. except to a limited extent.

On February 4th, 1901, we asked for ten new missionaries to be sent
out within five years. Two families and one unmarried lady have come,
but in the meantime, two families also were lost to us. Our force has
not kept pace with the growth of the work, and the handful of mission-
aries now on the field is obliged to labor at high pressure under adverse
conditions of climate, language, communication, manner of living, etc.

This means impairment of physical vigor, threatens loss of courage, and
puts a bar to efficiency. The necessit"- for missionaries to return to

America periodically on furlough for physical, intellectual and spiritual

recuperation, reduces the actual working force to still smaller pro-
portions.

We are in charge of by far the largest and most important missionary
operations in the northeastern part of Japan, but because of our insuffi-

cient numbers, we are not able to assume the share in general move-
ments for the advancement of the work that our position as a mission
demands of us. Not only so, but unless we receive adequate reinforce-
ment in men and means, we cannot hope even to retain the advantage
we now enjoy.

This is saying nothing about the many onen doors of opportunity that

we are not in a position to enter. We can do almost nothing for the
many soldiers within our reach, while even the young men and women
we meet in the class-rooms, from day to day, cannot be looked after
properlv. Unless we receive considerable accessions to our working
force, the strong efforts which we are putting forth along educational
lines will largely prove abortive. Spiritual results achieved in the
schools must be conserved outside. Roth the evangelistic and the edu-
cational branches of our work ought to be kept up at about equal
strength, in order to insure the necessary reaction of the one upon the
other.

Recently, Rev. Albertus Pierters, a prominent Dutch Reformed mis-
sionary, made an inspection of our work. While speaking in the high-
est terms of our schools, he yet writes : "I almost envy you your oppor-
tunity in the Tohoku (Northeastern Japan). Only I feel strongly that
the development of your Mission is now one-sided, and that, to match
your educational plant, you ought to have ten men and five or six single

ladies in the country districts. If you can do that, the Tohoku is yours."
This is no more than what we ourselves believe, but are now powerless
to effect.

The above considerations and others make it clear that we need help,

and need it soon. We beg that the four families we have recently asked
for be sent without delav, and that another missionary be sent to take
the place of Mr. Noss. Besides, an English teacher is needed for
North Japan College, and another unmarried ladv for Miyagi tiirls'

School. These are immediate needs, which we implore our Church to

supply for the work's sake.

d. b. schneder,

Henry K. Miller^

Lena Zurfluh.

Paul Lambert Gerhard,

William E. Lampe,

Committee.
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IV. Report on Foreign Missions.

The Standing Committee on Foreign Missions submitted

its report on the sixth day of the sessions. It was acted on

item by item and finally adopted. It is as follows

:

Reverend Fathers and Brethren of General Synod:

The ninth triennial report of the Board of Foreign Mis-

sions, having been referred to this Committee, is before you

in printed form. We call your earnest attention to this volu-

minous and carefully prepared report, embodying the history

of our missionary work in the foreign field for the last three

years. These reports have been epoch-making, and this last

one, chief among them all, a most valuable document and

aptly illustrated, contains a graphic narration of the achieve-

ments, on the one hand, and the stirring call for greater things,

on the other, that should thrill the heart of the whole Church

to more vigorous and consecrated effort than ever before. The

first part of our report may properly indicate the chief facts

that merit your serious consideration, and show the reasonable-

ness and imperative need set forth in the resolutions that

follow.

The better equipment of our Board in the administrative

branch of its service to the Church, with its central office in

our Publication House, 1306 Arch Street, Philadelphia, so

kindly placed at their disposal by the Publication Board, is

worthy of our appreciation and congratulation, and the presen-

tation of the outfit of that office by a large-hearted donor, a

devoted member of the Church, deserves our grateful acknowl-

edgment. The wisdom of the plan that all moneys for this

cause are to be sent to the office of the Secretary, who com-

municates with the Treasurer in weekly remittances, commends

itself for this among other reasons, that it keeps the Secretary

in direct touch with the progress at our base of supplies for the

foreign field, and with the responses to appeals on the part of

pastors and contributors.
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It is worthy of note that the visit of the Field Secretary,

Rev. A. V. Casselman, to Japan and China was not only en-

couraging and an inspiration to the workers in the foreign

fields, but also fruitful of splendid results among the congre-

gations in the home-land, having given him power to create

greater enthusiasm at home by his personal experiences in the

foreign field.

The appointment of twelve missionaries during the last

triennium should evoke our sincerest thanksgiving, and lead

us to the recognition of opportunities divinely bestowed, and

incite us to pledge our greater loyalty as a Church to the cause

to which we are called by the great commission of our blessed

Master, Jesus Christ. Seven of these sent-ones are now in the

active service in the field, and the remaining five will enter upon

the work in the very near future. Their names and record are

given in the Board's exhaustive report. Do they not represent

the best and noblest blood of our Church in the spirit of con-

secration, a nobility not of human descent but of Christlike

self-sacrifice?

During the past three years four of our missionaries have

been permitted to visit the homeland on furlough. Rev. S. S.

Snyder, Rev. Christopher Noss, Rev. W. E. Hoy, D.D., and

Rev. D. B. Schneder, D.D. The visit of Rev. Mr. Snyder was

made directly helpful in securing the large amount so sorely

needed for the new buildings at Sendai. The furlough of Rev.

Prof. Noss resulted in the loss of a splendidly equipped mis-

sion worker and linguist to our small army in the foreign field.

It need hardly be stated that his resignation came not through

personal choice, but because Providential constraint was laid

on him through suffering in his home ; and who knoweth

whether the transfer will not ultimately work for the greater

enlargement of our Redeemer's kingdom? The two eminent

missionaries. Dr. Hoy and Dr. Schneder, are in our midst be-

cause they come with a message that needs to be sounded as a

Macedonian cry in our cars, to make us see the opportunities

of the hour, fraught with tremendous responsibilities, to help

us remember our duty as a Church, lest we forget.
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The activity of the Board in supplying the Church with

abundance of instructive missionary Hterature is worthy of our

earnest approval and commendation. The annual service for

Foreign Mission Day to be observed in the congregations and

Sunday-schools should meet with the heartiest universal ac-

ceptance. The "History of the Japan Mission," prepared by

Rev. H. K, Miller, is the most excellent work of its kind ever

published in this country, containing 136 pages, and 70 fine

illustrations. Published in English and German, it is a valuable

medium to bring the members of our Church into intelligent

contact with the progress achieved in the foreign field, and the

edition of 25,000 should be speedily exhausted four times over.

Likewise the gift of a copy of Mr. John R. Mott's "The

Pastor and Modern Missions" to every pastor of our Church

by a generous member of the Foreign Mission Board, Elder

Benjamin Kuhns, of Dayton, Ohio, should receive our very

thankful recognition. The perusal of the informing and

thought-inspiring pages of that work in the thousand Reformed

ministerial studies of our Church will help to create much-

needed enthusiasm, and we believe will aid in sounding many
an earnest message from our pulpits.

The fact that the receipts of our Foreign Board were doubled

during the last triennium compared with the gifts of the Church

during the preceding three years, is evidence of marvelous

growth that should compel us to pause and ponder and give

thanks. The sum-total from all sources shows an average of

about $80,000 for each of the last three years. Many influences

combined to bring about this significant and happy result,

among which we do not count as least the successful labors of

the Board's Secretaries, Rev. Dr. A. R. Bartholomew and Rev.

A. V. Casselman, who are surely worthy of our loving "Well

done, faithful servants of the Ford." Nor can we doubt the

growing liberality of our people, and the increase of the noble

gifts of generous friends of the cause, in their desire and de-

votion to uphold the hands of our brethren abroad. Here is

occasion for devout thanksgiving to Almighty God.

But in spite of these large-hearted gifts the immediate

need of equipment l)oth in Japan and in the newly-established
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work in China was so urgent that the debt of the Board had to

be increased. The Emergency Fund was created to rescue the

Japan Mission from impencHng disaster. That l*und challenged

a quick and loyal response on the part of many pastors and

congregations ; it is still growing and should be filled full to

the measure of $50,000. When our Church embarked upon

mission work in Japan twenty-seven years ago her faith was

more heroic than the brethren could then realize ; God's gra-

cious response in opening up the gates of opportunity was

more gracious than prophet could have foreseen ; and the

Church's awakening to her sense of duty has also been greater

than could then have been imagined. The conviction is grow-

ing that the day for playing at missions is past. The impera-

tive calls of the hour, the period of crisis when it is possible to

lose the fruits of many years labor that have cost prayers and

self-sacrifice and life, demand of us that we work more unit-

edly and heroically than ever before. There are no bridges of

retreat. The Church must advance in the glorious field whither

the Cross of Christ is leading.

Many special and generous gifts were received into the

foreign mission treasury, which are accorded grateful men-

tion in the Board's report. The list of bequests is not large

but encouraging, and should prompt many others to make the

Church and her cause of spreading the Gospel of the Redeemer,

partakers in the bestowment of their benefactions. Likewise

the support of a lady teacher by the Fort Washington congre-

gation, and another by three congregations at Tiffin, and the

support of a missionary by Heidelberg Classis, and the addi-

tion of $700 to the previous $800 by the students of Mercers-

burg Academy for the salary of a teacher in the China Boy's

School, are noteworthy examples of liberal missionary benevo-

lence which should stimulate others to similar deeds.

It is to be regretted that the Young People's Societies have

not continued their pledges for the Christian Endeavor Mis-

sionary in the foreign field. A number of these pledges were

recently revived, and it is to be hoped that from the host of

young people in the Church, organized in societies of various
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names, the pledges will become sufficient for the support of two

missionaries. There has likewise been a falling off in the

Sunday-schools toward the support of the Sunday-school Mis-

sionary. Our Church's 1600 Sunday-schools are well able to

do great things for the millions who know not Christ, and

doubtless they will be glad to have part in this most blessed

Gospel service if challenged to do so.

Nor should we fail to give appreciative recognition to the

help of the Woman's Missionary Societies of the Church.

They have been a powerful agency for good. Year after year

they have assumed larger burdens and responsibilities in the

home and foreign fields, and General Synod should most

heartily commend their labors to all the Classes and pastors.

Since the last meeting of General Synod the Board sus-

tained the loss of three valued members—Rev. Jacob Dahl-

mann, D.D., a member for fifteen years, and a warm-hearted

friend of the missionaries; Rev. C. R. Dieffenbacher, D.D., an

ardent coworker; Rev. S. N. Callender, D.D., Secretary emeri-

tus at the time of his death, who devoted eleven years of his

life to the arduous task of directing the Church's foreign mis-

sion operations, and ministered with great zeal until strength

failed him. In the removal of these dear brethren the Church

lost loyal champions of this great cause.

THE REGIONS BEYOND.

Japan.—In the three chief centers of Japan. Tokyo, Sendai,

and Yamagata, with 60 preaching places, we have 12 foreign

missionaries. 32 native pastors, and 15 Bible women, with three

new missionaries under appointment. The evangelistic work

was prosecuted as vigorously and extensively as the number of

workers permitted. Everywhere new doors are opening, and

the great lack is of more and efficient workers. The new life

and growth that has come to the Tokyo Church is especially

gratifying. The need of more churches and chapels is at this

time very pressing—of 60 congregations and preaching places,

only 20 have permanent houses of worship.

The North Japan College is now well equipped with its

splendid Recitation Hall, but the Dormitory is still an absolute
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necessity, for whicli a sufficienl atnount must soon be gathered.

The completion of the Girls' School Buildings is very gratify-

ing, among them the Christine Vollmer Faust Memorial Hall

being the most beautiful and imposing.

China.—The development of our China Mission has pro-

gressed with marvelous promise, rapidity and strength. The

work at Yochow, where Dr. Hoy is located with Dr. J. Albert

Beam, with five other missionaries, was scarcely established

on a secure foundation, when a second opening came to us at

Chenchow with Dr. Kelly (with whom two other missionaries

are now associated) a self-sacrificing worker and fine linguist,

transferred to our mission from the Cumberland Presbyterian

Board, and with him came a mission property valued at $4000,

and in addition an Indemnity Fund of $25,000 from the British

Government. How mysterious are the leadings of Providence,

abounding in tangible blessings and wonderful opportunities

far exceeding our prayers and expectations, and laying upon

us the contraint for bolder hopes, greater responsibilities, larger

offerings, more earnest prayers.

RESOLUTIONS.

1. In view of the marvelous and gracious response of the

great Head of the Church to the earnest prayers of our be-

loved Church for divine blessing upon our work of evangeliza-

tion in foreign fields, and because of the deeper enthusiasm of

our congregations in this divinely-appointed mission.

Resolved, That we set apart the session of General Synod
this Saturday morning for a season of thanksgiving and prayer

for God's gracious bestowment of great blessings, and that for

the sake of a larger advance in the work of redeeming the mil-

lions of Japan and China, a conference be held at which repre-

sentatives of our Board and workers from the field, now with

us at this Synod, shall be heard in addresses, specializing (l^

the most urgent needs in Japan, (2) the calls of opportunity in

China, (3) the outlook in the home field as a base of supply for

needed extension.

2. Resolved, That for the three years following the

amounts appropriated for the work in Japan and China be
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$70,000 for each year, it being understood tliat the amounts

assumed by the Woman's Missionary Society of General Synod

for the maintenance of the Girls' School at Sendai, and the

Girls' School at Yochow, are additional to these appropriations.

3. Resolved, That the General Synod rejoices in the loyal

support of the churches in gathering quickly so large a por-

tion of the Emergency Fund at a time of perilous need in the

foreign field, and that through the Classes we urge upon all

the pastors and congregations whose contributions have not

yet been received for this purpose, a speedy completion of this

much-needed fund of $50,000,

4. Resolved, That the Annuity Bonds be commended, as

a wise method of bestowing large contributions to the mission

cause, to such of our people who having possible need of their

income from invested funds during their life time, can deposit

the same with the Foreign Mission Board, and may be assured

of a regular annuity for life. Donors have the assurance that

their contributions are safe in the care of the Board's Treasury

when bestowed by their own hands.

5. Resolved, That General Synod heartily approves of

the Board's effort to revive the interest of the Young People's

Societies in the Church for the support of what was known as

the Christian Endeavor Missionary ; and that we urge that

through the Qasses the Christian Endeavor Societies, Heidel-

berg Leagues, Jugend-Vereins, Brotherhood Chapters, Guilds

and Young People's Societies of whatever name, be challenged

to support a missionary in Japan and one in China, to be known

as the Young People's Societies' Missionaries.

6. Resolved, Tliat through the Classes the co-operation

of all our Sunday-schools be requested for liberal contributions

to the cause of foreign missions, in order to accomplish the

support of the Sunday-school Missionary, and for the sake of

training our Sunday-school members in practical benevolence.

7. Resolved, That General Synod has marked with pro-

found gratitude and satisfaction the valued assistance of the

Woman's Missionary Societies to the Church's Missionary

operations, and tliat we commend their helpful labors to the
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several Classes for licarty cncouragcnicnl, and for co-operation

on the part of all our pastors.

8. Resolved, That the Board's efforts to "discourage the

habit of sending special gifts to individual native workers

in the foreign fields" be approved, and that through the

Classes the members of the Church be requested to permit

the Board to apply such amounts as most needful through the

regular channels.

9. Resolved, That General Synod requests the Board to

continue the issue of special services for the annual observance

of Foreign Mission Day in our Sunday-schools; and that

through the Classes the pastors and Missionary Societies be

urged to aid in the distribution of the excellent "History of the

Japan Mission,'' at the nominal rate of 10 cents per copy, for

the sake of acquainting our church members wath the instruc-

tion and inspiring facts therein contained.

10. Resolved, That the need in North Japan of a lady

teacher for the Girls' School, and two evangelists for the grow-

ing evangelistic work ; the need of a Bible School in North

Japan, and of the Dormitory at Sendai, for North Japan Col-

lege ; the need of a better house of worship for the Kanda con-

gregation in Tokyo, and of churches or chapels in several

towns and cities, be brought to the serious and prayerful atten-

tion of the Church, and that the Board be directed to exert its

best efforts to meet as soon as possible these demands.

11. Resolved, That the need in China of two teachers for

Yochow, and two women for evangelistic work, and the need of

about $5000 additional for school and hospital buildings at

Yochow, be likewise laid upon the heart of the Qiurch and that

the Board be directed to grant these requests as soon as ex-

pedient.

12. Resolved, That the attention of pastors be called to

the illustrated lecture and addresses of the Field Secretary, Rev.

A. V. Casselman, which have been very helpful in many places

of the Church ; and that the arrangement of itineraries with the

Board's Secretary, be suggested in Classes by the Missionary

Committees wherever expedient.

13. Resolved, That we express our sincere appreciation

k
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of the courteous Christian HberaHty of Elder Benjamin Kuhns,

of Dayton, Ohio, in presenting a copy of Dr. Mott's book "The

Pastor and Modern Missions" to every pastor in our Reformed

Church, and the Stated Clerk instructed to forward this action

to this member of the Foreign Board.

14. Resolved, That in view of the Board's heavy indebt-

edness, the General Synod endorses the action of the Board in

borrowing the necessary funds to meet the emergencies during

the past triennium.

15. Resolved, That General Synod records its fraternal

appreciation of the faithful services of our noble army of mis-

sionaries and native workers in the foreign field, and of the

Board and its energetic Secretaries in their systematic and or-

ganized efiforts to arouse and maintain the interest and loyal

support of our Church.

16. Resolved, That General Synod keenly recognizes the

loss our Church has sustained, both in the home land and in the

foreign field, in the death of Rev. Jacob Dahlmann, D.D., Rev.

Cyrus R. Dieffenbacher, D.D., and Rev. S. N. Callender, D.D.,

faithful members of the Board ; and in the death of Rev. T.

Ichimura, who departed in the New York City Hospital, a

strong and valued worker who came to this country to perfect

himself for his chosen calling in Japan by a course additional

to the training he had received in the Literary and Theological

Schools at Sendai ; and in the death of Prof. T. Abe, who occu-

pied the chair of Old Testament Exegisis in the North Japan

Theological Seminary, and had rendered excellent service to

the institution ; .?.nd recognizing these our losses we humbly

bow to the dispensation of an all-wise and gracious Providence,

in the same faith in which they lived and labored, and entered

upon their rewards, and that we extend our heartiest sympathy

to Rev. Dr. and Mrs. William E. Hoy in the loss of their son,

David Schneder Hoy, in China in September, 1902.

Respectfully submitted,

George W. Richards,

g. a. schwedes,

H. Y. Stoner,

George F. Morgan,

Peter Ault.
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I. BOARD OF IIOMK MISSIONS.

Members zchosc term expires May, 1908.

Rev. E. R. Eschbach, D.D. Rev. C. E. Miller, D.D.

Rev. P. H. Dippell, D.D. Elder F. G. Hobson.

Rev. D. W. Ebbert, D.D. Elder C. M. Boush.

Members elected zvhosc term expires May, igii.

Rev. P. S. Leinbach. Rev. E. Vornholt.

Rev. M. O. Noll. Elder George W. Stein.

Rev. L. B. C. Lahr. Elder H. F. Texter.

II. BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS.

Members whose term expires May, 1908.

Rev. A. R. Bartholomew, D.D. Rev. C. Hassel.

Rev. John H. Prugh, D.D. Elder J. L. Lemberger,

Rev. E. P. Herbruck, D.D. Elder B. Kuhns.

Members elected zvhosc term expires May, 191 1.

Rev. J. S. Kieffer, D.D. Rev. Christopher Noss.

Rev. James I. Good, D.D. Elder John W. Apple.

Rev. J. Bachman, D.D. Elder J. Z. Gerhard.

ARTICLE XIV.

BENEVOLENT AND RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS.

The following report of the Board of Directors of Orphan

Homes was read on the sixth day of the sessions and re-

ferred to the Standing Committee on Orphan Homes, with the

exception of the vacancy occurring on the Board, which was

referred to the standing Committee on Nominations.

I. Report of the Board of Directors on Orphan Homes.

To the General Synod of the Reformed Church in the U. S.:

Fathers and Brethren : Your Board of Orphan Homes
submit to you their report, covering the last three years. Our

Homes are, Bethany, at Womelsdorf, Pa. ; St. Paul's, at But-

ler, Pa., and Ft. Wayne, Ind. The officers of their respective

Boards are as follows : Bethany—President, Dr. B. Bausman,

Reading, Pa.; Superintendent, Rev. Wilson F, More; Treas-
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urer, C. G. Gross, 879 N. 41st Street, Philadelphia, Pa. St.

Paul's—President, John E. Kunkle, Esq., Greensburg, Pa.;

Superintendent, Rev. D. H. Leader; Treasurer, A. J. Heller,

Connellsville, Pa. Ft. Wayne—President, Rev. J. F. Winter,

Terre Haute, Ind. ; Superintendent, Rev. B. Ruf ; Treasurer,

Rev. J. H. Bosch, Ft. Wayne, Ind.

The Superintendents have sent in their reports, as the

basis of this our general report. Wc arc happy to say, that

these Homes—of the otherwise homeless, have during these

years been greatly blessed. The work, along its various lines,

has under the Lord's continued care and favor been prospered.

Two homes during this time (Bethany and St. Paul's)

have changed their superintendents (always a serious matter),

and yet, regularly and prosperously, the blessed work went on.

Superintendent Leader entered St. Paul's September ist, 1903;

and Superintendent More, of Bethany, August ist, 1904. Su-

printendent Prugh had served twenty-one years and Superin-

tendent Yundt, eighteen years; both with great acceptance.

Bethany reports only four deaths, two orphans and two

directors.—Louis Kraemer and Mrs. W. D. Ranch, of the

Ladies' Committee. St. Paul's, in these years, had more than

ordinary affliction in the fall of 1903. Measles (twenty-five

cases at one time), diphtheria, croup and erysipelas prevailed,

and yet only one orphan, a small boy, died. During last winter

there was an epidemic of typhoid fever. Twenty-eight persons

were stricken, twenty-seven children and one teacher, and yet,

by careful nursing and the right medical treatment, the Lord

spared them all. These special seasons of care, labor and

anxiety, weighed heavily on the officials of the home, and

caused unavoidable and heavy expense. At the same time, how-

ever, the heart of the Church was thereby touched, as could

have been done in no other way ; to extend the helping hand.

The afflictions thus anew proved themselves "blessings in dis-

guise.''

Ft. Wayne reports: "The condition of our health, during

these years, has been exceptionally good, and the angel of

death never visited us."
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The mimljcr of orphans at present in these homes is as

follows : Bethany, 123 ; St. Paul, 75, and Ft. Wayne, 85 ; total,

283. The exact number of inmates, by those coming and going,

is continually made to vary.

These homes alike have established themselves in the con-

fidence and good-will of the people, especially in their respective

communities, and have, therefore, a reliable and a growing

constituency; which fact is hopeful and encouraging.

The financial status of the Homes is as follows : Bethany

has no debt, with an Endowment Fund of $28,730.45. St.

Paul's, a debt remaining of $5,500, with an Endowment of

$11,000. Ft. Wayne has an Endowment of $6,000. The old

debt ($3,500) was, in the last year, paid, but again a much
larger one made (as will later be shown).

Receipts of the Homes : Bethany, during the last three

years, received $40,711.53; St. Paul's, $38,434; Ft. Wayne,

$32,423.39; a total of $111,568.92.

Necessary improvements made during these years

:

Bethany—An additional heating plant has been installed in

"Santee Hall,'' and additional bathing facilities have been pro-

vided in the n^.ain building, for the boys ; the private rooms of

the Superintendent have been renovated and improved. All

this at an expense of over $1,200. St. Paul's—A steam-heat

plant, communicating to all the buildings, has been installed, at

the cost of $3,000; iron bed-steads have been introduced in

the entire Home, and improvements made to the buildings and

the grounds. Ft. Wayne—I>esides many important improve-

ments, we have put up a new building, at a cost of $20,000, as

a dormitory for the boys, and a schoolhouse.

Our Homes each have a farm—gardens, etc., connected

—

which affords valuable support, and, during summer, good

exercise. The children are taught to labor, not only with their

minds, but, also—indoor and outdoors—with their muscles.

Each Home has its own school, systematically arranged,

and carefully conducted. Above all, is religious instruction

(in which our pul)lic schools are wanting), conscientiouslv im-

parted. Daily and regular family worship is observed. Each
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Home is a family, and, at the same time, also, a congregation;

and the Superintendent, a pastor. In the Bethany Home,
during this time, 40. Catechumens, after careful special in-

struction, were confirmed. The moral character of the Homes
is permeated with the Gospel leaven, and, as a rule, our orphans

entering on the higher and broader duties of life, have been

and are doing well.

With grateful hearts, therefore, as a Church, we may look

upon these benevolent institutions, and continue our support,

by faithful intercession and liberal gifts ; assured by the Lord

himself of the fact, that whatsoever we do to the least of his,

we do unto Him

!

Our Board stands as follows:

Elder Jacob Rader, term expired 1905.

Rev. Eli Keller, D.D., term expires 1908.

Elder Horace Aukeney, term expires 1908.

Rev. Samuel A. Leinbach, term expires 191 1.

Eli Keller, President.

S. A. Leinbach, Secretary.

Report of Standing Committee on Orphan Homes.

The Standing Committee on Orphan Homes presented its^

report, on the eighth day of the session, which was received

and adopted. It is as follows

:

Dear Brethren—Your Committee on Orphan Homes
presents the following report

:

The only paper referred to us was the report of General

Synod's Board of Directors on Orphan Homes. The informa-

tion contained therein is based upon the reports of the superin-

tendents of the three Homes—Bethany, St. Paul's and Ft.

Wayne.

From the statements made by the Board of Directors, it

is evident that our Orphan Homes are in a prosperous condi-

tion, that they are doing a noble work in the education and

Christian nurture of needy children of the Church, and that in

the support of them there is manifest an increasing liberality

on the part of our membership.
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We reconinicncl tlie following for your action :

Resolved, That this General Synod commends anew the

Orphan Homes of the Church to the sincere sympathy, the

earnest prayers and liberal support of all our Classes, con-

sistories, pastors and members.

Respectfully submitted,

S. R. Bridenbauc.ii,

C. Clever,

John F. Winter,

John G. Houlette,

J. Rader.

Elder Jacob Rader was re-elected as a member of the

Board of Directors.

II. Communication from Society for Relief of Ministers and

Their Widows.

To the General Syiiod of the Reformed CliiircJi in the United

States:

Reverend Fathers and Brethren—At the annual meet-

ing- of the Society for the Relief of Ministers and their Widows
of the Reformed Church in the United States, held in Everett,

Pa., Oct. 26th, 1904, the following report w-as adopted, in

answer to the "request and suggestion" as found in the Minutes

of your reverend body in Baltimore, Md., vide page 152.

Your committee, to whom was re-committed the report

in response to the action 'of the last General Synod, has care-

fully considered the niatter, and submits the following for

adoption.

It seems to us proper and important that a somewhat

general statement should be made for the benefit of those who
do not have ready access to the Charter and By-Laws of this

Society.

1. It contains none of the features of Life Insurance or

of Benevolent Associations, but is purely a Relief Society.

2. In the matter of relief, it is limited to cases of real

need.
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The original Charter of 1791, and also that of March 26th,

1810, provided only for the relief of the widows of ministers

of the Reformed Church. By the enabling act of February

28th, 1865, its po'wers were so enlarged as to enable it "to

elect and receive, as members, ministers," so as to confer its

benefactions upon them also ; "and in special cases, by unani-

mous vote of the officers nanied in the Charter, to the families

of deceased ministers, who may not have been members of

the Society." There are, therefore, three classes whom the

Society may help, according to their need and its ability

:

1. Widows and families of deceased members of the

Society who are in straitened circumstances.

2. Disabled and super-annuated ministers who are mem-
bers of the Society.

3. Widows and families of deceased ministers, though

not members of the Society.

The condition's of membership are, however, so simple

and easy, that we can hardly conceive of a situation in which

a minister, who desires it, cannot be constituted a member
of this Society, either by himself or his friends. The contri-

bution of $5.00 qualifies for membership, and thereafter the

annual payment of $3.00 contiques membersiiip, while $65.00

makes a life member.

Working under this charter, the Society has accumulated

a capital, as an invested fund, of over $65,000. This has

come chiefly from legacies and life 'memberships. These life

memberships have been created by individuals and Classes,

which the Society has accepted and enrolled. The amount

contributed for a life membership, by its designation, becomes

capital, and the Charter requires that all capital sliall be in-

vested, and only the interest thereof may be used for current

needs. This invested capital is a Trust Fund, and, as such,

is being sacredly administered with care and impartiality, with-

out regard to the location in which the beneficiary may reside,

provided only that he or she jjelongs to one or other of the

Classes we n>ay relieve.
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We are ready to co-operate with General Synod in every

possible way for enlarging the nsefulness of this Society, per-

missible under the limitations of our Charier.

Therefore, be it Resolved,

1. That, while we must continue to relieve all such as are

now, or shall become, members of the Society, or are enrolled as

annuitants in the regular way, we will, in addition thereto,

gladly "receive offerings and endowment funds from the

Church at large, and distribute the same as the donor may de-

sire, for the benefit of any needy ministers in good standing in

the Reformed Church in the United States, though not mem-
bers of the Society, to be proportioned according to the necessi-

ties of the case and the funds in hand for the purpose.'

2. That v^'e will welcome a committee of General Synod

to co-operate with our Executive Committee in securing funds

and disposing of the same in accordance with the preceding

resolution. Respectfully submitted.

e. r. eschbach,

Ellis N. Kremer,

Wilson F. More,

Committee.

In obedience to instruction, the above action is herewith

transmitted, under my hand and the seal of the Society, to

your Reverend body. John W. Pontius, Sec'y.

Middletown, Md., Oct. 26th, 1904.

The foregoing report was received and adopted, with the

following action, namely

:

Resolved, That this society of relief be commended anew

to the confidence and support of the Church, and that a repre-

sentative committee be appointed to aid in carrying forward

its benevolent work.

The committee appointed, according to the foregoing

action, consists of Revs. Thomas M. Yundt, li. C. Nott, John

Bachman, D.D., J. W. Steele, D.D.. John M. Schick, D.D.,

Lewis Robb, Ph. Vollmer, D.D., and William F. Curtis.
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III. The Society for the Relief of Ministers and Their Widows.

A Triennial Statement, giving the receipts and expendi-

tures and financial condition of the Society. The period of

time is from May 15th, 1902, to May loth, 1905.

RECEIPTS FROM COLLECTIONS IN THE CHURCHES.

EASTERN SYNOD.

Reading Classis

Philadelphia Classis

Lancaster Classis

Tohickon Classis

Schuylkill Classis

Lehigh Classis

Goshenhoppen Classis....

Wyoming Classis

Lebanon Classis

W. Susquehanna Classis.

E. Susquehanna Classis..

E. Pennsylvania Classis..

POTOM.^C SYNOD.

Maryland Classis

Gettysburg Classis

Juniata Classis

Zion's Classis

Virginia Classis

Carlisle Classis

Mercersburg Classis

N. Carolina Classis

5 478
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SUMMARY OF RECEIPTS.

Total from Eastern Synod $2,904 24

Total from Potomac Synod 2,175 58

Total from Pittsburgh Synod 930 "]},

Total from Ohio Synod 725 05

Total from Interior Synod 150 30

Total from Central Synod 827 66

Total from Northwest Synod 604 29

Total from German Synod of the East 378 19

$8,696 04

Interest on investments $ 8,096 63

Individual Gifts 795 41

Pittsburgh Synod (special) 725 00

Bequests 10,279 35

Royalty on Church Hymnal 2,754 10

Royalty on Sunday-school Hymnal 620 00

Loans paid 21,770 00

Cash in Treasury May 15, 1902 3,995 66

Total amount of receipts $57,732 19

EXPENDITURES.

Eastern Synod paid to 35 annuitants $ 5,118 25

Potomac Synod
"

9
"

1.235 00

Pittsburgh Synod "
5

"
1.620 00

Ohio Synod "
10

"
1,564 95

Interior Synod "
5

''

690 00

Central Synod "
4

"
650 00

Northwest Synod "
4

"
479 42

German Synod of the East " 4
"

510 00

76 $11,867 (i2

Paid for sundry expenses $ 2.733 10

Paid to Daniel Stein Memorial Home 147 29

Paid for Life Memberships 5.465 80

Paid for investment bequests 10,279 35

Paid for reinvestment 21,770 00

Cash in treasury May 10, 1905 5469 03

Total amount of expenditures $57,732 19

INVESTED FUND.

Bonds $43,300 00

Real estate mortgages 19.685 00
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Pennsylvania Railroad Stock and Bond 1,640 00

Promissory Notes 1,725 00

$66,350 GO

ASSETS.

Invested Fund $66,350 00

Cash in Treasury, May 10, 1905 5,469 03

Total amount of assets $71,819 03

The Society has at this date four hundred life and eighteen annual

members. Si.xteen ministers and forty-seven widows of ministers are

receiving financial help, and they are found in each Synod. The list

of needy ministers and widows of ministers is growing larger year by

year, and their needs require larger appropriations.

Any minister of the Reformed Church in good standing may be-

come a member of the Society, by paying si.xty-five dollars in one or

more instalments, or by giving five dollars as an initiation fee, and three

dollars annual dues.

Financial aid is given only to the minister who is a member and to

the widow of any minister, if they be in need.

OFFICERS OF THE SOCIETY.

Rev. J. David Miller, President, Everett, Pa. ; Rev. Ellis N. Kremer,

D.D., Vice-President, Harrisburg, Pa. ; Rev. John W. Pontius, Secre-

tary, Middletown, Md. ; Rev. Simon S. Miller, Treasurer and Solicitor,

Frederick, Md. ; Rev. Edmund R. Eschbach, D.D., Frederick Md., Rev.

H. F. Dittmar, Jefferson, Md., Assessors.

HONORARY VICE-PRESIDENTS.

Rev. J. A. Hoffheins, D.D., Potomac Synod, Martinsburg, W. Va.

;

Rev. D. A. Souders, Pittsburgh Synod, Irwin, Pa. ; Rev. S. B. Yockey,

D.D., Ohio Synod, Xenia, Ohio; Rev. D. B. Shuey, Synod of the In-

terior, Emporia, Kansas; Rev. J. H. Stepler, D.D., Central Synod,

Cleveland, Ohio; Rev. J. W. Grossheusch, Synod of the Northwest, R.

F. D., No. 29. Plymouth, Wis.; Rev. A. E. Dahlman, D.D., German
Synod of the East, No. 71 Locust St., BufYalo, N. Y.

IV. Report on Plan for the Organization of a Ministerial Relief

Society Under General Synod.

This report was presented in response to item 9, in Report

on Minutes of Synod, acted on, item by item, and finally

adopted. The report reads as follows

:
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To the General Svvoii of the Reformed ChiireJi in the United

States:

Dear Bri:tiirf.n—Your Coniniittce oti the Society of

Ministerial Relief would report that they have examined a

nuniljer of charters, constitutions and reports of other denomi-

nations, and, after a careful consideration of the whole subject

in its application to our own denomination, would respectfully

recommend the followins::^ for adoption :

1. That the Ccncral Synod of the Reformed Church in

the United States ajjpoint a General Synod's I)Oard of Minis-

terial Relief, to which every minister in c:ood and rcg^ular

standing- in our Church, if needy, and every minister's widow,

shall be eligible for benefits.

2. That this Ccneral Synod appoint the members of the

Board of Ministerial Relief as it appoints its other Boards of

Missions, etc., to take charge of this work. It shall consist of

twelve members, as follows : From the Eastern Synod. 3

;

from the Potomac and Northwest Synods, 2 each, and from the

Pittsburg, Ohio, Interior, Central, and German Synod of the

East, one each. Of these, one from the Eastern Potomac and

Northwest Synods shall be laymen. One-half of the Board

shall be elected at each triennial General Synod. This Board

shall appoint an Executive Conmiittce of five located within

comparatively easy reach of each other. It shall meet at least

annually, and its members shall continue in office until their

successors shall be elected.

3. That this Board of Ministerial Relief be empowered

to take out a charter and prepare a suitable constitution and

by-laws, which may at any time be subject to General Synod,

for revision. And we suggest that in the preparation of a

charter, etc., the charter and methods of the Presbyterian

Board of Ministerial Relief be carefully considered. This

Board shall proceed to the raising of money and caring for

beneficiaries as its funds may warrant or the circumstances

may require.

4. That, in view of the fact that there are two or three

Societies for the Relief of Ministers and Ministers' Widows
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already at work in our Church, the General Synod recom-

mends that this Board work on friendly terms with these

Societies, since all are engaged in the same blessed work, and

make all suitable efforts to effect a consolidation of all minis-

terial relief work in our Church under the Board of General

Synod.

5. That the General Synod recommend to this Board

the raising of a permanent fund, whose interest will suffice to

provide properly for all the beneficiaries in our Church.

Respectfully submitted,

JAS. I. Good,

H. S. Gekeler,

C. F, Kriete,

Elder B. T. Shearer,

Elder W. P. Seibert.

The second item in this report was referred to the Stand-

ing Committee on Nominations. The election was held on the

seventh day of the sessions, which resulted as follows

:

BOARD OF MINISTERL\L RELIEF SOCIETY.

Members whose term expires May, 1908.

Rev. B. B. Royer. Rev. P. S. Kohler.

Rev. C. M. Hartzell. Elder H. E. Shortemeier.

Rev. J. W. Meminger, D.D. Elder E. A. Shullenberger.

Members zvhose term expires May, 1911.

Rev. John M. Schick, D.D. Rev. Thomas M. Yundt.

Rev. Ph. Vollmer, D.D. Rev. James M. Steele, D.D.

Rev. Henry C.Nott. Elder George Leinbach.

The following request was made by the members elected

on the Board of Ministerial Relief and granted:

!• Rcsok^cd, That the Board be allowed to draw on the

contingent fund of General Synod for sufficient funds to pay

expenses incurred in holding a meeting for organization and

other initial business.

2. Rcsohfcd, That the General .Synod be requested to

recommend the work of the Board to the Classes and District

Synods for support.
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V. Younjj People's Societies.

The report of the Standing Committee on Young People's

Societies was presented, on the eighth day of the sessions, and

adopted.

To the General Sviiod of the Reforuied Church in the United

States:

Your Committee on Young People's Societies respectfully

submits the following report

:

The overtures from the Lancaster Classis (Synod of Ohio)

and the B. of A. and P. have been carefully and favorably

considered.

There are not sufficient data available to give a compre-

hensive exhibit of the progress and present status of the work

YOUNG PEOPLE'S SOCIETIES.

Post Office, ^

.Charge, _

Pastor,

Classis,

— Synod,

Dntp,
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enlarged in their religious experience and usefnlness. The

endorsement of General Synod has been abundantly justified,

and will be still more so in the future.

Your committee recommends the following for adoption

:

1. That General Synod heartily commends the aim and

purpose of the various Young People's Societies existing in th.e

Reformed Church, such as the Brotherhood of Andrew and

Philip, a most excellent organization for men, the birth of

which in our own fold is an honor to the Reformed Church;

also, the Christian Endeavor Societies, Junior and Senior;

the Yungend Verein, the Heidelberg League, the King's

Daughters, etc., and earnestly urges their organization

wherever practicable, under the direction of pastors and con-

sistories.

2. That there be more thorough organization of the

societies for the promotion of the interests of Christ and

the Church ; that standing committees be appointed by Classes,

Synods and General Synod.

3. That the statistical blanks be revised according to the

accompanying more convenient form, and providing for a

more definite statement of contributions.

4. That statistical blanks be provided for the use of

classical standing committees.

5. That the Young People's Societies be in every way

encouraged to support at least one Home and one Foreign

missionary, oz'er and above the app'ortimimcnts, under the di-

rection of the respective Boards.

6. That the previous recommendations of the denomina-

tional Reading Course be reiterated, and that, in addition, the

formation of Mission Study Classes be encouraged.

Respectfully submitted,

L. B. C. Lahr, Chainnan.
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ARTICr.E XV.

SUNDAY=SCHOOLS.

The sixth triennial report of the Sunday-school Board of

the Reformed Church was presented to Synod, and referred

to the Standing Committee on Sunday-schools. The following

is the report

:

I. Report of the Sunday=schooI Board.

To' the General Synod of the Reforniea Church in the United

States, AUentoiiii, Pa., May i6, ipo^:

With hearty thanks to God for past and present blessings,

the Sunday-school Board presents to the General Synod this,

its Sixth Triennial Report, covering the years beginning April

I, 1902, and closing March 31, 1905.

WORK OF THE BOARD.

The Sunday-school Board is formed for the purpose of or-

ganizing, assisting, extending, and improving Sunday-schools

of the Reformed Church in the United States, and to prepare,

publish, and disseminate all such literature for the Sunday-

sc'hool and young people as may be authorized, directed, or

approved, by the General Synod.

The Board conducts its work within three different depart-

ments—the Sunday-school and Missionary Department, the

Editorial Department, and the Business Department.

7. The Sunday-school and Missionary Department.

This department has two distinct branches—the missionary,

and the educational, (i) Missionary, organizing new schools

and aiding weak and destitute ones; (2) educational, educating

the Church in all phases of Sunday-school work, constantly en-

deavoring to raise ideals and to improve methods.

It is supported by offerings of churches and schools, given

mainly on Children's Day, and by an appropriation from the

net earnings of the Business Department.

The total receipts of the Missionary Fund for the last three

years were $10,690.21, compared with $9,146.93 the preceding
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three years. Of this amount $7,704.63 were received as offer-

ings, an increase of $1,954 over the preceding period, the bal-

ance being the appropriation from the earnings of the Business

Department.

Sunday-school Missions.—Ten Sunday-school missionaries

have been employed during the past three years, of whom three

were theological students. Nine new schools were organized,

not counting six Hungarian schools aided in their organization.

From these schools seven congregations have developed. A
number of schools and congregations have been supplied with

religious services. The seven congregations started from these

schools are located at Allegheny, Homeville, Pittsburg, Oak
Lane, Pa. ; High Point, Lexington, N. C.

Your Board co-operated with the Board of Home Missions

during the period, in maintaining a Sunday-school missionary

in Allegheny Classis. Rev. H. S. Gekeler is now the Sunday-

school missionary, and has successfully organized a school in

Indianapolis, Ind. The report of the Board's missionary work

since 1894 is encouraging, a total of thirty-four new schools

having been organized, five reorganized, out of which twenty-

four congregations have been established.

Grants of Literature.—These grants consist of Lesson Helps,

Periodicals, Bibles, Hymnals, etc., and are made on the request

of missionaries, pastors, or superintendents, with the approval

of the Classical Sunday-school Committee.

One hundred and seventy-six schools have received help in

this way. They are located in the following States : Illinois,

Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Maryland, Michigan, Nebraska, New
York, New Jersey, North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Texas,

Virginia and West Virginia.

Grants of literature have also been made to a school in Palm

City, Cuba, organized by one of our ministers, and to

aid the work of Sunday-schools in our Japan Mission.

Net value of grant of books, tracts and periodicals,

for the three years, amounts to more than $2500. Applica-

tions for aid in this way are on the increase. Testimonies are

unanimous to the effect that the little help extended to the new
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school, or weak school, at the time of need, means large things

in the establishment of a religious center.

It might be well to state that the rule of the Board, accord-

ing to actions taken, has been, to furnish this literature to the

schools, either at actual cost price, or on the basis of the lowest

trade discount, which practically means net cost. The policy

of the Board, in this respect, is as liberal, and in many cases

more liberal, than that followed by other denominational

Boards.

Hungarian Sunday-school Literature.—We report with pe-

culiar gratification that since January i, 1904, a Hungarian-

English Sunday-school Lesson Help has been published

monthly—the first periodical of the kind published in the

country. Hungarian Picture Cards for the little ones are also

issued. Our Hungarian brethren earnestly plead for this help

in order to train their church members, children, and young

people, to the American idea of Christianity. As a result,

seven Hungarian-English Sunday-schools are now connected

with our Hungarian Missions. Some little work has been done

through the efiforts of a generous layman, in distributing Hun-
garian Bibles, Scripture Cards, etc.

The experience of the churches of our land in the last fifty

years or more, indicates the value of a colportage plan. The
colporteur among the immigrants is a missionary of patriotism ;

his presence, his words, and his literature all tend to promote

a better understanding of the American spirit, and the develop-

ment of the American type of character. The words of the

President of these United States, uttered at the dedication ser-

vices of our Grace Memorial Reformed Church, Washington,

emphasize the importance of this work. He said

:

"I always take a peculiar interest in the attitude of churches

toward the immigrants who come to these shores. I feel that

we should be peculiarly watchful over them because of our own
history, because we, or our fathers, came under like conditions.

Now that we have established churches, let us see to it that we
stretch out the hand of help and brotherhood toward the new
comers, and help them as speedily as possible to get into rela-
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tions that it will be easy for them to walk well in the new life.

That is one form of duty peculiarly incumbent upon us of the

Reformed churches. I trust that, with the consecration of each

new church of the Reformed creed, of this our country, there

will be established a fresh amount of effort to get at, and to help,

for their good, the people that yearly come from over the seas

to us. No more important work can be done by our people

—

important to the cause of Christianity, and to the true, national

life, and greatness, here in our own land."

Since the principal work of this Board is among children

—

plastic citizens of tomorrow—it is evident that all its influences

are calculated to promote a higher and finer type of national

character. As the youth of today is moulded, the State and the

Church of tomorrow will be. Real patriotism, therefore, is

expressed by the Sunday-school Board's form of missionary

endeavor, both in furnishing literature to our brethren who
come from abroad and in aiding pastors and workers to estab-

lish new schools. It is a profound principle, accepted by all

Christians, that the best way to make our nation great is to

make its people good, so "for God and native land" may be

truly inscribed upon the offerings of our schools, made to the

Sunday-school and Missionary Department.

2. Educational Work.—Constant efforts have been made to

stimulate District Synodical Sunday-school Boards, Classical

Committees, pastors and Sunday-school workers, to secure a

larger Sunday-school membership. Statistics have been used to

this end. It is to be regretted that statistics for the entire

Church are not complete.

We have reports from 1645 schools, enrolling 25,574 officers

and teachers, and with the scholars, making ai total enrollment

of 231,790. In general it may be said that, through the litera-

ture of our Church, through conventions and institutes, the

standard of our Sundiay-school work has advanced. An en-

couraging new development has been the organization of a Re-

formed Superintendents' Association of Reading and of Phila-

delphia. Facts pertaining to this subject are presented under

the head of Educational Work (page 7).
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2. Editorial Department.

By reason of the splendid work of our editors, our Reformed

literature has taken high rank and is greatly appreciated.

The number of periodicals published is thirteen—nine Les-

son Helps and four Illustrated Papers. The total issue of our

periodicals, weekly, monthly and quarterly, has increased from

319,220, April, 1902, to 323,385, April, 1905. This does not

include the Beginners' Course, for children six. years of age

and under. During the triennium, a One Year's Course for

Beginners was published in text-book form, and at the present

time, material is furnished for the schools for a Two Years'

Beginners' Course, in the way of illustrated cards for the little

ones, and Hints for Teachers of Beginners' Classes, in the

Heidelberg Teacher. The actual circulation of our periodicals

has increased among Reformed schools, more than the figures

given would indicate, for there has been a decrease in the sale

of Picture Cards, by reason of loss of orders from several Sun-

dav-school supply houses outside of the Reformed Church.

There have been issued twenty new publications, three

imprints of former editions, and twenty-one Sunday-school

requisites, manufactured articles or material for the Sunday-

school, during the last three years.

It is noteworthy that 100,000 copies of the Sunday-school

Hymnal have been issued, to date, all but 5,000 of which have

been sold. A second edition of 10,000 of the Primary Sunday-

school Hjonnal was issued, during the triennium, and it will be

necessary to print a third, in the next few months. This book

has been accepted as the best Primary Music and Service Book

that is published. Thousands of copies have been sold outside

of the Reformed Church.

Within the last few months, the Board, in response to re-

quests from various sections, has issued "Standard Songs,"

with a complete orchestration. This book is intended to meet

the needs of schools and others desiring an inexpensive hymn

book.

This department has also aided in the educational work by

issuing a Teacher Training Course. Volume One has been

favorably received.
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As a part of the denominational Reading Course for teachers

and young people, "Famous Missionaries of the Reformed

Church," by J. I. Good, D.D., has been published. (For a list

and brief description of the new publications, requisites and

periodicals, see pages 20 and 21.)

It is evident that the Sunday-school world is in a period of

transition. The larger educational possibilities and responsi-

bilities of the Sunday-school are being recognized. This will

doubtless require the publication of text-books, calling for a

considerable investment of money.

The problem of the Sunday-school paper, in its relation to

the educational work of Young People's Societies and the mis-

sionary enterprises of the Church, presses heavily. There is

increasing competition in literature for the young people, and

the Board feels that the time is at hand when our present

four-page young people's paper, "Leaves of Light," should be

enlarged, and its character and contents somewhat changed.

This is imperative, if the young people in our homes, schools,

and societies, are to be trained and informed in the doctrine,

history and missionary work of the Church.

German Sunday-school Literature.—German Lesson Helps

and Sunday-school Papers have been issued as usual, by the

Central Publishing House, Qeveland, Ohio, representing the

three German Synods.

J. The Business Deportment.

During the triennium, by reason of the resignation of the

Business Agent, Rev. J. Frank Dechant, for whom the Board

has words of the highest commendation, a change has been

made in the management of the department.

In place of a responsible Business Agent for the increasing

business of the Board, there is a Chief Clerk, and a Head of the

Sunday-school Supply Department, and a Head of the Book

Department, acting under the direction of the Secretary of the

Board and the Executive Committee. It was felt that this

would result in increased efficiency, as well as reduce some-

what the cost of the fixed charge expense.
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Publications.—According to the statement, found on page

21, there have been publislied, during the triennium, 753,100

copies of books, requisites, etc.; 8,721,350 copies of periotUcals,

which, together with 5000 copies of the last triennial«report,

make an aggregate of 9,479,450 copies of pul)lications for the

three years.

Sales.—An indication of the steady growth of the business

is shown in tlie increasing sales year by year. A report of the

sales for the first four months of the fiscal year ending March

31, 1903, was not kept, but the cash receipts for that period

were $59,651.41. The sales for the second year amount to

$63,026.96. The sales for the third year ending March 31,

1905. were $64,024.02, an increase of $11,079.88 over the last

year of the report three years ago.

The statement of cash receipts and expenditures, and of

assets and liabilities, is given on pages 22, 23 and 24.

Net Profits.—The net profits of the triennium are $12,307.62.

Of this sum, $2000 was appropriated to the Sunday-school and

Missionary Department. The balance remains in the business

as capital. It should be borne in mind that in this period

$2312.50 has been paid into the treasury of the Reformed
Church Publication Board, by reason of the contract with the

three Eastern Synods, and this inures to the Benefit of the

Church. A royalty amounting to $460 has also been paid on the

Sunday-school Hymnal, to the Society for the -Relief of Min-
isters and their Widows.

Capital.—This, at the beginning of the triennium, accord-

ing to the balance sheet of the last report, was $18,153.74. In

consequence of the addition of i)art of the profits for the three

years, the capital reported March 31, 1905, is $28,461.36.

11.

THE EDUC.^TION.M- WORK OF TIIE SUNDAY-SCHOOL.

In the last three years there have been unmistakable signs

in our own and other Churches of the land, to indicate that

there is a growing consciousness of the true place of religious

education in the work of the Kingdom. Along with the great

advance made in our day in the principles and methods of gen-
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eral educational work, it is becoming clear that owing to

changed conditions in the home life, and the radical separation

of Chiych and State education, there rests a larger responsi-

bility than ever before upon the Sunday-school as an educa-

tional institution. The Church school stands pre-eminently for

moral and religious education. Its work is largely with young

people and children. It is the largest university in the land.

Every week, in our own denomination a quarter of a million

people are studying the great truths of Christian religion, and

these students are the Church of the future, and the hope of the

nation. The cultivation of the spirit of benevolence and train-

ing in missionary giving finds its largest opportunity in the

Sunday-school.

Your Board feels that it is important to emphasize the fact

that real religious education is beginning to take the place that

belongs to it, in the economy of Christ's Kingdom. It is well

to note the methods and instrumentalities at work in this

direction.

The Home.—In order of time and of importance, the home is

the first and fundamental institution of the Church for the re-

ligious training of the young. In an organized way, the Sun-

day-school vitally touches the home, through the teacher, and

especially through the Home Department and the Cradle Roll.

The statistics of last year report 6,438 members of the Home
Department, but the circulation of the Home Department

Quarterly shows that more than 11,000 are enrolled. A large

number of our schools have established the Cradle Roll within

the last three years.

These two features emphasize on the one side, the responsi-

bility of the Church for the religious education of the young,

and on the other, the covenant responsibility of the parents. We
believe that they deserve renewed commendation, as a success-

ful method by which to aid the home to do its duty as a relig-

ious institution.

Church Relation.—The vital relation which the Sunday-

school sustains to the catechetical class and the growth of the

Church is shown by the fact that Gyy schools out of 12 10 in
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the five English Synods, having a membership , of 108,827

scholars, report 7,147 scholars as received into full church mem-

bership of the Church, the past year. The significance of these

figures is made apparent when we remember that the total re-

ceived by confirmation in the five Synods as reported is 8680.

In other words, practically all our church accessions by con-

firmation come by way of the Sunday-school.

The Board would reiterate the importance of knowing the

scholars' relation to the Church, if not in union schools, cer-

tainly in the strictly Church schools. The object of the Sun-

day-school is spiritual. The teacher is an assistant pastor. At

all times, therefore, in the work of the school and the Church,

the scholar's relation to the Church should be kept plainly in

sight. Our children should know of the history, institution,

polity, customs, and doctrines of the Church with which their

parents and Sunday-school teachers are identified.

Ingathering.—The one fact written large on the history of

the Sunday-school is Expansion. The Sunday-school is the

best missionary and evangelistic force of the Church. The

field ever widens, and is white for the harvest. The opportu-

nities for active service multiply. The demands increase. The

needs grow more imperative. There should be an expanding

work.

The membership of our Reformed Sunday-school is still be-

low the church membership. Millions of children of school

age are yet unreached. Only 18 per cent, or less of the popula-

tion of the United States is yet in the Sunday-school. Some
entire states have reached nearly 25 per cent., some counties

60 per cent., and some towns as high as 80 per cent, of theii

population in their Sunday-schools. Ought there not to be a

general movement to increase the membership of our schools?

We have notable schools that exhibit the kind of energy that

should be used in this work. They steadily increase, not only

their membership, but also their average attendance.

Children's Day and Rally Day.—The observance of these

two days contributes to the enlargement and efficiency of the

Sunday-school. It is gratifying to report their well nigh uni-
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versal use. The Board prepares special services for Children's

Day, and distributes envelopes for the offering to Sunday-

school and Missionary Work. It is the one day in the year

which affords the opportunity to impress upon teachers and

scholars, their duty and privilege in helping to gather others

into new schools over our land. Its educational value to the

children depends upon their coming to understand that it is the

day on which they are going to do something worth doing, the

day which is given to them for a purpose, for their own cause.

According to the repeated actions of your reverend body it

has come to be the custom to take an offering on Children's

Day for Sunday-school work in our own country
;
planting new

schools, and caring for weak schools wherever they need it—in

short giving to children, all over the land, the same chance to

learn and enjoy that the children of our own schools have.

Linking the cause of Sunday-school Missions to Children's

Day, creates a feeling of proprietorship in the great missionary

work of the Church. It cannot fail to develop loyalty and en-

thusiasm for a cause which they can call their own. There can be

no question of the wisdom of challenging the Quirch, not only

to consider the claim of the child, as related to the local church,

but also to make provision for the religious training of the

children, by combining the dbservance of Children's Day with

an offering tO' the work that stands for the saving of the

children.

The Teacher.—To increase the membership and improve the

quality of the work, it is evident that provision must be made

for the training of Sunday-school teachers. A comprehensive

course of teacher training is projected. Volume One has been

issued. Nearly looo copies have been called for. Volume Two
will be ready in a few months. These volumes are prepared

by specialists in their departments, and are the joint production

of the Presbyterian Church, North and South, the Cumberland

Presbyterian, United Presbyterian, Canadian Presb}terian, and

our Reformed Church. Several books have already been

published as a denominational Reading Course, and have had a

fairly wide circulation.



i87

The time has come for a distinct recognition of the Normal

Department in every school. This department is related to the

school, just as the Primary Department is. It includes a class

for the preparation of future teachers, and this can properly

meet when the school meets. It also includes a Teachers'

Meeting or Institute for the teachers in actual work to meet

one evening during the week. The same course may be pur-

sued that the Normal Gass uses. Advanced courses with lec-

tures and discussions by specialists on various topics, are help-

ful. For the proper training of teachers, every school should

have a teachers' library. The text-books issued on teacher

training are but the starting point. They can do no more than

introduce young people and teachers to the science and art of

their work.

Your Board is prepared to recommend a carefully selected

teachers' library. At least a half dozen books of this charac-

ter should be at the disposal of teachers. The practical and

comprehensive course of study which teachers should have,

and upon which the Board is basing its plans is as follows

:

1. Comprehensive Bible study which views the Bible as a

whole, analyzes its books one by one for their contents, and

arranges these contents synthetically in courses of facts and

truths to be mastered.

2. Illustrative Bible material, such as Bible geography,

manners and customs of Bible lands, archaeology, ancient his-

tory, literary study of the Bible ; the history, doctrines and gov-

ernment of the Church,

3. Outlines of pedagogy, or such principles of the teaching

process as apply to Bible instruction, and a discussion of meth-

ods of teaching adapting these principles.

4. Child study and study of human nature in helpful sug-

gestions for best work in teaching and character building.

5. Sunday-school organization studied in its modern forms

and development.

It may be added that the plans for teacher training include

a Correspondence Course of instruction, and the issue of diplo-

mas based upon written examinations.



Supplemental Lessons.—The International Lessons now in

use in practically all of our schools, serve admirably the spir-

itual purpose of the school. There are evidences that the Inter-

national Lessons will conform in a few years to the modern

advance in educational work, and that they will be selected with

reference to the advancing periods in the development of the

child nature. Probably the most practical solution of the

problem of Lesson Courses, is the Two-Lesson System. Under

this plan the second lessons are topical, and emphasize the

memorizing of certain material, usually called Supplemental

Lessons. They can be introduced and given in five-minute

periods. Many schools have developed Supplemental Lessons

that proceed on strictly pedagogical lines.

The advantages of Supplemental Lessons are that they can

be used and adapted to the differing conditions of schools, and

the varying abilities of teachers. The Board has published sug-

gestive outlines for Supplemental work, and is planning to fur-

nish a larger and thoroughly graded and developed topical

course, to be added to the International Lessons.

Beginners' Course.—The most notable development of the

last three years, and the most hopeful, from the educational

point of view, is the organization of Beginners' Classes in many
of our schools. This class consists of non-readers—children

between the ages of three and six. An excellent Two Years'

Beginners' Course is now available. The Board will issue, in

the early fall, a special series of Picture Cards for the Begin-

.ners' Lessons.

It is to be hoped that the formation of Beginners' Qasses

will open the way for establishment on week-day of something

akin to a Christian Kindergarten Course for the little ones.

Advanced Lessons.—With the enlargement of the Sunday-

school idea so as to include the entire adult membership of the

Church, it is coming to be felt that there is need for an Ad-

vanced Course of Bible Studies. The churches of the land

generally recognize the drift in this direction. The Teacher

Training Course meets the need to a certain extent, but it is
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evident that in the not distant future, comprehensive text-

books, containing systematic courses of Bible study, adapted to

older scholars in the school, will need to be published.

The Young People's Work.

In accordance with the action of your reverend body, the

Board has given some attention, in the last three years, to the

organized Young People's work in our Reformed Church. The

statistics relating to these societies are so incomplete that it is

not possible to present reliable data.

The most encouraging feature has been the organization of

Mission Study Classes. In other churches, the formation of

these Mission Study Classes is being actively encouraged. The

material furnished by our Board for the use of young people,

consists of the Sunday-school Paper, "Leaves of Light," and the

few books that have been published in the denominational

Reading Course for teachers and young people. The begin-

ning that has been made is a strong argument for larger things.

What the instruction and training of our young people in

Christian work and denominational duty, involves, every wise

hearted pastor well knows. Every step of progress is marked

by strenuous struggle.

Plainly, a great aid is the printed page, and the stimulus and

encouragement that comes from the knowledge that others are

engaged in reading and using the same literature.

More and better literature for our Reformed young people

should be published ; for Church periodicals and publications

are the great educating, informing and indoctrinating insti-

tutions.

iir.

SPECIAL MATTERS.

I, The term of service of the following members of the

Board expires with this meeting of Synod

:

Rev. Rufus W. Miller, D.D., Eastern Synod.

Rev. John H. Bomberger, D.D., Ohio Synod.

Rev. Lewis Robb, Potomac Synod,

Rev. D. B. Lady, D.D., Pittsburgh Synod.

Rev. B. S. Stern, Central Synod.
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2. It is with sincere regret that we report the death of one of

our members, Rev. C. S. Gerhard, D.D. The Board adopted

the following minute

:

"In the death of Rev. C. S. Gerhard, D.D., this Board loses

a most valued member, one to whom, more than to any one else,

the Church is indebted for the organization of the Board in

1887, and for the inauguration of the general Sunday-school

work. He served as its President from 1887 to 1893. He at-

tended all the meetings of the Board and of the Prudential

Committee of which he was an invaluable member. Faithful

and indefatigable in all work committed to him, a judicious

and wise counsellor, a brother kindly, and large-hearted in his

views and dealings, we mourn his loss and place on record our

appreciation of the splendid services rendered by him in the

cause of Qiristian education and training through the Sunday-

school work of the Church."

3. The Board has elected the Rev. C. E. Creitz to fill the un-

expired term of Dr. C. S. Gerhard.

4. The bequest of $5,000, by Jacob S. Fry, M. D., mentioned

in the last report, has not yet become available. We are in-

formed that the final account of the estate has been recently

filed, and that the full amount will be placed in the hands of

the Board in the next few months.

Practically all the Sunday-school Boards of other denomina-

tions have received by gifts and bequests, permanent funds,

the income of which is used to start new schools, and furnish

literature, books and Bibles to weak and destitute schools, as

well a,s to pastors and others. The invested funds of some of

the Boards amounts to hundreds of thousands of dollars.

May we not hope that the wish of Dr. Fry may be realized,

that his gift "may be the beginning of an ever increasing fund

for the purpose of establishment, strengthening and nurture

of the Sunday-schools in and for the Reformed Church"?

5. Commission on Moral and Religious Education.—In

view of the fact that interest in religious education is greater

today than it has ever been in the history of the country, as is

evidenced by the great conventions on the subject held in the
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last few years, and for the reason that our Reformed Church

beheves in educational religion, and that the Home, the Sunday-

school, the Catechetical Class, the College, and the Theological

Seminary, are vitally related in the work of religious education,

your Board submits the question whether it would not be wise

to appoint a Commission on Moral and Religious Education.

This Commission to ascertain the prevalent conditions, to con-

sider the moral and religious educational work of the Church,

and to present a report with suggestions to the next meeting

of the General Synod. It being understood, of course, that in

the case of our colleges and seminaries, all recommendations

will be referred to the several institutions for their considera-

tion and final action. This Commission to consist of repre-

sentatives from the Colleges and Theological Seminaries of

our Reformed Church, and also from the Sunday School Board

of the General Synod.

To secure the best results, it is plain that Courses of Bible

Study and Instruction in the principles and methods of Peda-

gogy, as applied to Moral and Religious Education, must be

co-ordinated in these several agencies and institutions of the

Church. jy

Rccomvicndations and Suggestions.—Your Board woidd

recommend the following matters for your favorable consider-

ation, and reference to the several classes

:

1. Reiteration of the former action of the General Synod,

requesting each Classis to appoint a permanent Committee on

Sunday-school work, with the request that Classis define the

duties of the Committee, so as to include responsibility for accu-

rate Sunday-school statistics of the Classis ; definite efTort to se-

cure Teacher Training Qasses, the organization of the Home
Department and the Cradle Roll.

2. Reiteration of the former action of the General Synod,

requesting the schools of the Church to make an annual offer-

ing to Sunday-school and Missionary Work, preferably on

Children's Day.

3. Action calling attention to the necessity of constant ef-

forts to increase the Sunday-school membership, the value of
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the Beginners' Class, and the truth that the growing Sunday-

school is the pledge, the promise, the best assurance of the

growing Church.

4. Recommendation that the various Young People's organ-

izations of the Church be encouraged to make use of the de-

nominational Reading Course, to organize Mission Study

Classes, and to use the literature of the Church.

5. A recommendation that the following changes be made
in the Sunday-school statistical blank : The omission of the

column under the head of Education, "Number of books in the

Library" ; the insertion of a column under the head of Mem-
bership, "Cradle Roll Enrollment" ; under head of Average

Attendance, insert "Not including Cradle Roll and Home
Department."

We recommend also a revision of the statistical blanks for

Young People's Societies.

Attention is called to the several reports, following, which

give an encouraging exhibit of the Sunday-school work, and

suggests its larger possibilities.

In conclusion, your Board is more than ever impressed with

the truth that the inherent possibilities of the Sunday-school are

unlimited ; that no organization has ever sprung up within the

Church whose splendid results have been accomplished with

so little effort, so little expense. Every Sunday-school started

is a small beginning perhaps, but how prophetic of the great

results—fountain heads of power and grace
—

"streams to make
glad the city of God."

The Christian literature circulated through the Sunday-

school—who can estimate its value? Is it not "leaves of the

tree of life for human healing" and "seed corn cast in the fur-

rows to spring forth in future harvests'?

Surely the time is at hand when the teaching function of the

ministry, and the larger educational work, which must be done

by our congregations, will receive more serious consideration

and be more fully conserved.

By all the interests of time and eternity, compassed by the

salvation of children, we call upon our pastors and churches to
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support this work, with a more profound sense of its growing

importance, and with a more generous provision for its needs.

As a Church, we cannot be true to our heritage, our opportu-

nities, our citizenship, and above all, to our Lord and Master

who set a httle cliild in the midst of His disciples and made it

the basis and pattern of Christian life and work ; if we do not

rise to the demands and privileges that confront us in the re-

ligious nurture of the children and young people, and in the

missionary eflForts that each school, and all our schools com-

bined, should make to reach some of the 12,000,000 of children

of school age, who are yet outside of all Sunday-schools.

Respectfully submitted,

C. Clever, President.

RuFus W. Miller, Secretary.

EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT.

Periodicals.—The following is a brief description of the

character and purpose of the periodicals published by the

Board

:

The Heidelberg Teacher is a monthly magazine for teachers

and officers of the Sunday-school and adult Bible students. It

contains full and varied exposition on the International Bible

Lessons. Has Editorial and Contributors' Departments, Sun-

day-school News, Missionary Facts and Incidents, and Book

Reviews.

A new department is Teaching Hints for Beginners' Classes.

This magazine is published in octavo form, each number con-

taining from 40 to 60 pages, with cover. Price, single copy,

60c per year ; school subscription, 50c per copy, per year.

The Heidelberg Home Department Quarterly is intended for

the use of those who, although unable to attend the sessions of

the Sunday-school, yet desire to study the lessons week by

week. Issued quarterly. Arranged to encourage individual

Bible study. Contains 40 pages and cover. Its circulation is

increasing. Price, single copy, i6c per year; school subscrip-

tion, I2C per year.
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The Advanced Scholars Quarterly is adapted to the older

scholars. It is issued quarterly, and each number contains full

lesson work for three months, with Order of Service, Map,

Bible Dictionary, Hymns and Music, and other valuable matter

Each number contains 40 pages and cover. Its large circula-

tion attests its growing popularity. The price is less than

similar Quarterlies of other Churches. School subscriptions,

IOC per copy, per year.

The Intermediate Scholar's Quarterly is designed for schol-

ars between the ages of 13 and 16. It contains full lesson texts,

with notes, questions, and practical teachings. Every lesson is

illustrated. In it are found also Map, Order of Service and

Hymns. It is same size page as the Advanced Scholar's Quar-

terly, contains 32 pages and cover. School subscription, 8c

per year.

The Junior Scholar's Quarterly is designed for scholars be-

tween the ages of 10 and 13. Contains Map, words of hymns

in other Quarterlies, Order of Service for the main school,

special Order of Service for the Junior Department. Circula-

tion increasing. Contains 32 pages and cover. Price, school

subscription, loc per year.

The Advanced Scholar's Lesson Leaf is an abridged form

of the Quarterly. Contains lesson text, questions, and refer-

ences. It has also the Order of Service. If desired, the leaves

can be separated and distributed to scholars weekly. Many
schools use it for visitors and scholars losing their Quarterlies,

Has been increased from 16 to 2>^ pages. Price, school sub-

scription, 6c per year.

The Heidelberg Picture Card contains a brightly colored

lithographic picture illustrating the lessons of the day, with

lesson title, golden text, lesson story and questions. It is

adapted in grade to the younger children and Primary Depart-

ment. Price, school subscription, loc per year.

The Heidelberg Lesson Roll contains a colored illustration

for the lessons of every Sunday in the year. The artistic work

is the finest, and pictures are true to Scripture times and cus-

toms. Price, 75c per quarter.
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ILLUSTRATED PAPERS AND FESTIVAL SERVICES.

Leaz'cs of Light is designed especially for young people,

and is adapted for reading in the home and by young people in

general. It contains bright, illustrated stories, church news,

biographical incidents, treasure thoughts, and is well edited.

Comments are made on the C. E. Prayer-meeting Topics. It

is a weekly, but to bring the paper within the reach of all

schools, there is issued a semi-monthly and a monthly edition.

Price, school subscription, weekly, 35c per year; semi-monthly,

i8c per year ; monthly, 9c per year.

Sunshine is a four-page weekly paper for very little people.

It is finely illustrated, once a month printed in colors. More
space is given to the weekly Bible lesson ; in addition to ques-

tions and explanations, a story is given illustrating the lesson.

School subscription, 20c per year.

The Church Festival Helper is a quarterly publication con-

taining services for Christmas, Easter, Children's Day, Har-

vest Home and Rallying Day, and other special ocasions. The
Children's Day service is issued through the Helper, but copies

continue to be given free to all schools making an offering for

Sunday-school and Missionary work. Each service is sold

separately at the rate of $4 per hundred copies, postpaid. Price,

single subscriptions, 15c per year.

NEW BOOKS.

Famous Missionaries of the Reformed Church, by James I. Good, D.D.
Introduction by C. Clever, D.D. 410 pages. Price, $1.25.

Standard Songs, by Emory L. Coblentz and Rufus W. Miller, D.D.
Orchestration. 196 pages. Cloth binding, 2Sc single copy; $20 per
hundred; board cover, 20c single copy; $15 per hundred.

The Beginners' Course, first year. 158 pages. Price, 3Sc postpaid.
Heidelberg Teacher Training Course, Volume One. Composite author-

ship. 131 pages. Paper, price, 2Sc.

Standard Selections for Easter, by Rufus W. Miller, D.D. 27 pages.
Paper, price 15c.

Standard Selections for Children's Day, by Rufus W. Miller, D.D. 41
pages. Paper, price iSc

Standard Selections for Harvest Home and Rally Day, by Rufus W.
Miller, D.D. 16 pages. Paper, price 15c.

Standard Selections for Christmas, by Rufus W. Miller, D.D. 45 pages.
Paper, price 15c.
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Standard Selections for Festival Occasions, mcluding Easter, Children's
Day, Harvest Home and Rally Day and Christmas, . by Rufus W.
Miller, D.D. 143 pages. Paper, price 40c.

Heidelberg Sxinday-school Handbook . Separate volumes for 1903, 1904
and 1905. By Rufus W. Miller, D.D. 48 pages. Paper, 5c, single
copy; $2 per hundred.

In Good Old Colony Times. Christmas Cantata. 22 pages. Price, 30c
per copy; $3.25 per dozen.

NEW BOOKS WITH OUR IMPRINT.

Life of Calvin S. Gerhard, D.D. Edited by Rev. Thomas W. Dickert,
and others. 256 pages. Price, $1.25.

A Century of Bibles, by Franklin Woods. 91 pages. Cloth, 25c;
paper, 15c.

The Churches and Educated Men, by Rev. E. N. Hardy. 305 pages.
Cloth, price $1.25.

REPRINTS.

The Sunday-school Hymnal. Price $30 per hundred.
The Primary Sunday-school Hymnal. Price $30 per hundred.
Acme Home Department Record. Price, 50c.

Acme Class Books. Price, 50c per dozen.

SUNDAY-SCHOOL REQUISITES.

Books of the Bible Chart. Price, $1.50.

Heitshu's Roll of Honor. Price, loc.

Temple Treasury. Price, $1.75 per hundred.
Easter Syuibol Envelope. Price, $1.00 per hundred.
Lenten Daily Offering Envelope. Price, $1.00 per hundred.
Easter Offering Gleaner. Price, $1.00 per hundred.
Bell Envelope. Price, $1.00 per hundred.
Easter Offering Envelope. Price, 30c per hundred.
Companion Easel Candy Box. Price, $2.50 per hundred.
Register Board. Price, $3.00.
Hymn Board. Price, $5.00.
Cradle Roll Membership Certificate. 60c per dozen.

Cradle Roll Birthday Card. 60c per dozen.
Sunday-school Card System. Various prices.

Primary Motion Songs for Christmas. (Three) 8c.

Christmas Anthem, "Nacareth." Price, 15c.

Easter Anthem, "Risen As He Said." Price, 15c.

Various Manufactured Articles, list of which was given three years ago
ISSUED BY THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL AND MISSIONARY DEPARTMENT.

A Catechism on Sunday-school and Missionary Work.
Sunday-school and Missionary Work.
Helping to Start New Schools.
Home Department Explanatory Leaflet, etc.

PUBLICATIONS OF THE THREE YEARS.

The Board has published in the several Departments during this

time

:

40 New Books, Reprints, Manufactured Articles, etc 595,8oo

7 Extra Festival Services : Angels of Light, The Little Lord



197

Jesiis, Joyful Tidings, At Christmas Time, TTosanna in the

Highest, llic Risen King, Order of VVorsIiip for Christ-

mas (reprint) I57.300

753.100

PERIODICALS.

I leidelberg Teacher 395.650

Advanced Scholar's Quarterly 1,044,850

Advanced Scholar's Lesson Leaf 92,450

Intermediate Scholar's Quarterly 297,650

Junior Scholar's Quarterly 199.350
Home Department Quarterly 115,150

Heidelberg Picture Cards 521,146

Heidelberg Picture Roll 7,172

Leaves of Light, weekly 1,477,300

Leaves of Light, semi-monthly 643.100

Leaves of Light, monthly 128,900

Sunshine 3,062,232

Church Festival Helper: The Child in the Midst, The K'lv^ of

Glory, The More Excellent Way, Fear Not, The Joy
Divine, The Feast of Ligathering. The Children in the

Temple, White Harvest Fields, Pilgrims of the Star,

Easter Voices, and The Gates of Life 736,400

8,721,350
Aggregate Publications for entire period 9,474,450
Triennial Report 5.000

Note.—No account is taken of circulars and leaflets pertaining to

Children's Day services and offerings, or collection envelopes dis-

tributed in connection with Children's Day Services.

BALANCE SHEET OF THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL MISSIONARY

DEPARTMENT.

1902.

April I. Balance on hand $ 695 00

1905.

March 31. Cash received :

1902-3 $2,597 20
1903-4 3,824 28
1904-5 3,573 73

$ 9,995 21

$10,690 21

Cash expended

:

1902-3 $3,137 72
1903-4 3.447 56
1904-5 3.785 96

$10,371 24

Balance on hand 318 97
^$10,690 21
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Dr.
1902.

April I. Balance on hand this date $ 695 00

1905-

March 31. To cash reteived to date inclusive, viz

:

Offerings of Sunday-schools,
1902-3 $1,797 20
1903-4 3,024 28
1904-5 2,883 IS

$ 7,704 63
Loan from Business Department 200 00
Appropriations from Business Dept 2,00000
From Hungarian "Evangel" 90 58

$ 9,995 21

$10,690 21

Cr.

1905.

March 31. By cash paid account of Missionary Department. .$10,371 24
Balance on hand 318 97

$10,690 21

J. H. BoMBERGER, Treasurer.
Cleveland, Ohio, March 31, 1905.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT
Of the Sunday-school and Missionary Department.

Salaries of Sunday-school Missionaries $ 1,655 67
Donation, Oak Lane, Philadelphia, Pa. (new interest) 1,000 00
Grants of literature 927 41
Special grant to Foreign Mission Board (colored cards) 50 00
Printing Children's Day Service, three years; educational
work, including Leaflets and Rewards to sthools, mailing.

.

3,018 66
Treasurer's Salary 75 00
Office Expenses, one-third Assistant's salary, including ex-
pense of Treasurer, printing, postage and stationery 652 60

General Secretary's Salary (proportion of) 1,805 I7

General Secretary's traveling expenses 121 26
Hungarian Sunday-school Paper, "The Evangel," Colored

Picture Cards, printing, etc 546 95
Attorney's fee, electro, etc. (Fry bequest) 35 62
Paid on account of previous Triennium's balance 482 90

$10,371 24

ASSETS AND LIABILITIES.

Financial Report of the Business Department, at the end of the fiscal

year, March 31, 1905.

assets.
Cash in hand and in Bank $ 4,435 51
Security Investment 957 18

Merchandise Inventory $13,038 y6
Less 10 per cent 1,303 87

11,734 89
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Paper on hand for periodicals 1.336 15

Cuts and Electros, one-third charged off each year. 984 13

Accounts Receivable 19,1/6 27
Furniture and Fixtures (open on Ledger) .$2,194 79
Bills Receivable (open on Ledger) 21c 79

(Charged off.) $38,624 13

LIABILITIES.

Periodicals paid for in advance $ 3,275 69
Periodicals charged and not supplied 6,674 52
Royalty on Sunday-school Hymnal, to Society for Relief of

Ministers and their Widows 160 00
Accounts Payable 52 56

10,162 TJ

Net Worth $28,461 36

The net gain for the year ending March 31, 1905, was $4,849.45.

Philadelphia, May i, 1905.

I have the pleasure to report that I have audited the accounts kept by
your Board, and have found them to be correct.

Respectfully submitted,

T. C. Brunhouse, Accountant.

STATEMENT OF CASH RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES.

BUSINESS DEPARTMENT.

April 1, 1902, to March 31, 1905.

Dr.

Cash on hand March 31, 1902 $ 4,013 25

Cash received from sales of Periodical^-, Books,
Sunday-school Supplies (including Bd. of Pub.
R. C. A. and Christian World Co.) :

From March 31, 1902, to March 31, 1903 $59,651 40
From March 31, 1903, to March 31, 1904 58,094 01

From March 31, 1904, to March 31, 1905 61,632 29

179.377 70

$183,390 95
Cr.

Periodical Department, paper, printing, etc $62,281 10

Book Department, including S. S. Hymnal, Pri-

mary S. S. Hymnal, Standard Songs, Sunday-
school Supplies, etc 68,953 12

Miscellaneous Book and Periodical Dept., and
Sunday-school Missionary Department 4,585 26

Rent, Heat, Light, Janitor and Telephone Service,

Repairs to Building (including Rentals of Sub-
tenants amounting to $1,982.76 not deducted) etc. 6,885 50
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Salaries (including proportion of General Secre-
tary's Salary), Business Agent, Office Clerks,
Shippers, etc 19,098 31

Incidental Expenses, postage, expressage, insur-

ance, advertising, etc 10,900 78
Furniture and Fixtures 746 91
Royalty to Reformed Church Publication Board,
Philadelphia 2,312 50

Royalty to Society for Relief of Ministers and
their widows on sale of S. S. Hymnals 460 00

Cuts and Electros (including cuts for Standard
Songs) 73196

Appropriations from Net Profits to S. S. and
Missionary Department 2,000 00

178,955 4-^

Balance $ 4,435 51

TOTAL STATISTICAL SUMMARY FOR EIGHT SYNODS FOR THE YEAR 1904.

SYNODS.
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II. Report of Standing Committee on Sunday°schools.

The report of the Standing Committee on Sunday-schools

was presented, on the eighth day of the sessions, and adopted.

The following is the report:

To the General Synod of the Reformed Church in the United

States:

Fathers and Brethren—Your Committee on Sunday-schools

respectfully begs leave to report that there was referred to us

the Sixth Triennial Report of the Sunday-school Board.

This Report presents many interesting and encouraging facts,

and, for this reason, should have a wide circulation among pas-

tors, consistories and Sunday-school workers. From it may
be gathered an idea of the manner in which, and the faithfulness

with which, the Board is carrying forward the work entrusted

to it. It makes plain that the triennium just closed has been one

of wholesome and encouraging growth. There has been en-

largement to meet growing needs. There is evidence that the

Board is keenly on the alert to keep abreast of the times in this

rapidly progressive age in which its work lies, and that it feels

very deeply the importance of the relation of the work of the

Sunday-schools of our Church, and land, to the social, political

and religious well-being of our nation. The publishing of a

Hungarian-English Sunday-school Lesson Help and the close

attentioa-givefi^ to ihe improvement of the facilities for more

efficient work in all the schools are instances in point.

The Board recognizes the fact that there are great possibili-

ties to be attained, in the matter of increased attendance, better

and more literature, more efficient teaching, closer application

of the principles of pedagogy, more thorough organization

;

and, through all these, the development of a strong, spiritual

manhood and womanhood on the part of those from whose

numbers nearly the entire increase in our confirmed church

membership comes.

To the fuller realization of these possibilities, the Board has

diligently, and, we believe, wisely, applied itself. We believe

that our Board is endeavoring to act under the guidance of

the Holy Spirit and to the glory of God.
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From the report, we also learn that the Board has given at-

tention to the Young People's work in our Church, in accord-

ance with the action of the General Synod.

Touching reference is also made, in the report, to the decease

of one of the honored and useful members of the Board,—the

Rev. Calvin S. Gerhard, D.D.

In view of all that the report presents, your Committee recom-

mends, for your favorable consideration, the following resolu-

tions :

Resolved, That this Synod rejoices in, and is sincerely thank-

ful for, the magnificent progress of the past, and the bright

hopefulness of the future, in this very important branch of the

work of our Church.

Resolved, That this Synod heartily approves of the general

policy of the Board, in every department of the work.

Resolved, That the action of the Board, in the publication of

"Standard Songs," be, and hereby is, approved by this Synod,

and that the request for permission to issue a small book con-

taining hymns and songs for Begmners, be granted.

Resolved, That a Commission on Moral and Religious Edu-

cation be, and hereby is, constituted, said Commission to work

under the expense of the Board, and along the lines suggested

in its report (page 14, item 5), and to consist of the following:

Revs. Conrad Clever, D.D. ; Rufus W. Miller. D.D.
; J. S. Stahr,

Ph.D., D.D.; G. W. Richards, D.D. ; C. E. Miller, D.D.

;

Revs. H. J. Christman, George A. Snyder, D. W. Ebbert,

D.D.
;
James I. Good, D.D. ; Frank Grether, D.D. ; Thomas S.

Land, and Joseph H. Apple.

Resolved, That this Synod joins the Board in mourning the

loss of one of its most useful members, in the death of Rev.

Calvin S. Gerhard, D.D., and that it hereby makes record of its

appreciation of the ability, faithfulness, and devotion ever mani-

fested by him in the general Sunday-school work of the Church.

Resolved, That this Synod requests all Classes, which have

not already done so, to appoint a permanent Committee on

Sunday-school work.

Resolved, That the permanent Committees on Sunday-school

work be, and hereby are, requested, by this Synod, through the
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respective Classes, to give special attention to securing, (a)

more accurate statistics; (b) more Teacher Training work; (c)

the organization of Home Departments; (d) the formation of

Cradle Rolls.

Resolved, That this Synod, through the respective Classes,

again requests, from all the Schools of the Church, an anmwl
offering to Sunday-school work, said offering to be made on

Children's Day, ivhcrever possible.

Resolved, That this Synod requests the Synods and Classes

to call the attention of pastors, and members, to the great im-

portance of constant efforts to increase the membership, and

improve the attendance of the Sunday-schools within their

bounds.

Resolved, That Synods and Classes be, and hereby are, re-

quested to urge upon the various Young Peoples' organizations

of the Church, the importance of making use of the Denomi-

national Reading Course, and the organization of Mission

Study Classes.

Resolved, That the recommendations of the Board, relating

to changes in statistical blanks, be, and hereby are, adopted by

this Synod.

Respectfully submitted,

(Signed) C. B. Schneder,

Henry S. Gekeler,

Francis C. Yost,

H. F. Texter.

Members zvhose term exf>ires May, 1908.

Rev. A. E. Dahlman, D.D. Rev. C. E. Schaeffer.

Rev. Conrad Clever, D.D. Rev. A. E. Baichley, D.D.

Rev. C. F. Kriete. Rev. D. H. Fouse.

Members recently elected zuliose term expires May, i(^ii.

Rev. R. W. Miller, D.D. Rev. D. B. Lady, D.D.

Rev. P. A. DeLong. Rev. F. C. Nau.

Rev. J. H. Bomberger, D.D.
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ARTICLE XVI.

APPEALS AND REFERENCES.

A communication from Elder ]\I. J. Riegel, referred to in

Item i8 in Report on Overtures, and the first and second items

in the Report on the Minutes of Eastern Synod, was referred

to a special committee, consisting of Revs. Dr. E. R. Eschbach,

D. Burghalter, and Elder A. L. Ranch. The committee pre-

sented its report, on Wednesday, the eighth day of the ses-

sions, which was adopted. It is as follows, to wit

:

THE KIEFFER AND HELFRICH APPEAL CASE.

To the Rci'erc\nd General Synod:

Your committee, to whom were referred several items

from the report of the Committee on Overtures, have carefully

considered the same, and would respectfully report as follows

:

First, is a complaint purporting to come from the spiritual

council of the First Reformed Church, of Easton, Pa., against

certain action of the Eastern Synod, at the annual session, in

St. Mark's Reformed Church, Lebanon, Pa., Oct. 28, 1903,

in not sustaining the complaint and appeal of Rev. H. M.

KiefiFer, D.D., and Rev. J. H. Sechler, D.D., against certain

actions of East Pennsylvania Classis, in February and March

of 1903, together with the reasons for said complaint. The

document does not show, nor has the complainant any cre-

dentials to show that he has authority from said spiritual coun-

cil to prosecute a complaint in its behalf; therefore, the com=

plaint is not in order, and not entitled to a hearing before this

body.

Second, is the Helfrich appeal case. The documents re-

ferred to us, in this case, were the ]\Iinutes of Lehigh Gassis,

the Minutes of the Eastern Synod of 1903, and the reasons

for the appeal to Classis. TJie Minutes of Lehigh Classis and

of the Eastern Synod both definitely state this to be an appeal

of Rev. N. W. Helfrich against certain action of Lehigh Classis,

whereas the reasons for said complaint and appeal is made
in the name of Rev. N. W. Helfrich and the joint consistory of

the Zeigel's charge, while the document itself does not show



205

that there had been a meeting of a joint consistory, at any time

or place; but it contains the names of certain persons who are

said to constitute the several consistories of which the charge

was composed, by which addition the whole situation is

modified.

The appeal, according to the document, is made in the

name of Rev. N. \V. Helfrich. The reasons for the same were

not lodged with the President of Synod within the time speci-

fied by the constitution in such cases, and is therefore not in

order, and should therefore be dismissed.

E. R. ESCHBACH,

D. BURGHALTER,

A. L. Rauch.

Report on Church Union.

In response to an item in the Report on the Minutes of

the Synod of the Interior, in regard to Church Union, the

following committee w^as appointed, consisting of Revs. J.

Spangler Kiefler, D. E. Master, J. S. Kosower, Elders Amos
L. Rauch and Frank S. Richards, to whom this and other

kindred subjects were referred. On the eighth day of the

sessions, the following report was read and adopted. The
report is as follows, to wit

:

The committee to whom were referred certain matters

relating to Church Union, Federation and Co-operation, would

respectfully present the following report

:

The first document placed in the hands of this committee was

an overture from the Synod of the Interior, requesting this

General Synod to institute such measures as shall result in an

organic union with the Reformed Church in America. In

regard to this overture, the committee would recommend the

adoption, by Synod, of the following resolution :

Resolved, That, in view of the circumstances attending,

and the unsuccessful issue of the, attempt made, a few years

ago, to accomplish an organic union between these two

Reformed Churches, this General Synod does not find itself

prepared, at the present time, to renew the undertaking.
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To this Committee there was referred, secondly, a com-

munication, through the Rev. Dr. William H. Roberts, from

a conference held, Nov. 29-Dec. i, 1904, in the First United

Presbyterian Church, of Pittsburgh, Pa., by committees repre-

senting seven Presbyterian and Reformed Churches, viz., the

Reformed Presbyterian Church ; the Reformed Church in

America ; the Presbyterian Church in the United States of

America ; the Presbyterian Church in the United States ; the

United Presbyterian Church ; the Cumberland Presbyterian

Church ; the Reformed Church in the United States. The

representatives of the Reformed Church in tlie United States

were present unofficially and as corresponding members, having

been appointed by the President of this General Synod, upon

an invitation extended by the Executive Committee. These

representatives were : Revs. Drs. J. H. Prugh, Cyrus Cort and

David B. Lady. With the exception of this Synod's repre-

sentatives, the committees representing the Churches named,

had all been appointed by the highest bodies of their respective

denominations, for the purpose of considering the subject of

bringing these Churches into closer relations. The conference

transmits to this General Synod, and recommends to its careful

consideration, a "Plan of Federation," drawn up by it, and de-

signed to promote closer relations and more effective co-opera-

tion among the Reformed Churches holding the Presbyterian

system. This General Synod is requested to authorize the

continuance of the conference on this subject, and to transmit

its action to the Executive Committee of the Conference.

On this subject, your committee would recommend the

following action

:

Resolved, I. That the appointment, by the President of the

last General Synod, of Drs. J. H. Prugh, C. Cort and D. B.

Lady, to represent this body at the Conference held at Pitts-

burgh, is hereby ratified.

2. That the same committee be continued, with power

to fill any vacancy that may occur, and with instructions to

participate, as representing this Synod, in any further con-

ference which may take place on this subject, and to report

to this body the results of such conference.
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3- That this Synod approves of the general arrange-

ments for co-operation as set forth in the proposed "Plan of

Federation."

4. That, however, while thus expressing its approval,

this Synod, at the same time, in view of certain statements

publish'ed in the newspapers respecting this proposed federa-

tion, declares its unwillingness to have the plan represented as

one for the reception of the Reformed Church into, or its

absorption by, any other denomination.

To this committee was referred, thirdly, a communica-

tion from the "National Federation of Churches and Christian

Workers." It is the object of this Federation to promote the

co-operation of Churches of various communions, for the pur=

pose of securing united and effective effort in religious and

moral movements vital to the welfare of Oiurches and com-

munities. In particular, it is designed, by means of the activity

of this Federation, to secure united action on the part of

the Protestant Churches of the country, on such questions as

that of the saloon, of marriage and divorce, of Sabbath dese-

cration, of the social evil, of child labor, of the relation of labor

to capital, of the bettering of the conditions of the laboring

classes, of the moral and religious training of the young, of the

problem created by foreign immigration, of international ar-

bitration.

In furtherance of this object, it is proposed to hold, in

New York City, in the month of November, 1905, a confer=

ence of representatives accredited by the national bodies of

the various Protestant denominations, for the purpose of form-

ing such a representative organization as may seem, to such

conference, the best adapted to the end in view.

In reference to this proposal, your committee recommends

the following action

:

Resolved, first. That this General Synod expresses its

cordial approval of the important objects which the National

Federation of Churches and Christian Workers is aiming to

accomplish.

Second. That the President of this General Svnod be
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authorized and requested to appoint five delegates, three min-

isters and two elders, to represent this body in the Conference,

to be held in New York City, in the month of November, 1905.

Respectfully submitted,

J. Spangler Kieffer, Chairman.

The foregoing report was adopted, and in accordance with

its suggestions, a committee of five was appointed to attend

the Convention, having for its object: Church Federation,

looking toward Church Union.

The committee consists of Revs. Drs. John H. Prugh,

Cyrus Cort, Joseph L. Murphy, A. E. Dahlman and Elder

General Roller.

To the National Federation of Qiurches and Christian

Workers, to meet in convention, November, 1905, in New York
City, the following members were appointed : Revs. Dr. J.

Spangler Kiefifer, R. W. Miller, M. F. Horstmeier, S. W.
Seeman, J. H. Prugh, A. S. Weber, George W. Richards,

Cyrus J. Musser, Hon. M. A. Foltz and H. M. Housekeeper.

Centralization of Church Boards.

In response to Item 26 in Report on Minutes of General

Synod, referred to a special committee the following report

was presented and adopted :

To tJie General Syivod of the Reformed Church in the U. S.:

Dear Brethren : Your committee appointed at the last

meeting of General Synod, to which were referred items 8 and

9 of the report of the Committee on Minutes of Classes, begs

leave to ofifer the following report

:

Of the committee, as originally constituted. Elder J. Tay-

lor Motter was called hence to his reward, and Rev. Charles H.

Coon has gone to another denomination. The remaining mem-
bers of the committee have carefully considered the overture

referred to them, and ofifer the following for your considera-

tion and adoption

:

The matter referred to us is an overture from East Penn-

sylvania, Reading and Lehigh Classes, asking the General

Synod to direct that the Boards of Home and Foreign Missions
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establish office headquarters at a place which might he consid-

ered a denominational center; that the Woman's Missionary

Society of General Synod be invited to locate an office at the

same place ; that the General Synod take into consideration the

advisability of changing the membership of the Boards of

Home and Foreign ]\Iissions so as to secure a sufficient number

of members living near to the office headquarters to make more

frequent meetings possible ; and that, in the event of such an

arrangement being made, such duties be assigned to the officers

of the Board of Home Missions as will permit of a more definite

supervision and enlargement of the Church-building Funds,

and as will enable both the said Boards to place at the disposal

of their officers, and through them for the information of the

Synods, Classes and Classical Missionary Committees, facts

pertaining to the missionary contributions from the several

sections of the Church.

Your committee canvassed all the questions involved, as

carefully as possible, sought the advice and counsel of those

whose judgment seemed especially valuable by reason of their

past connection with the interests involved, and gave the entire

subject such consideration as our means and opportunities al-

lowed. With reference to the main questions involved, our

conclusions are as follows :

I. The overture seems to contemplate an executive of-

ficer in connection with the establishment of office headquar-

ters. We believe that each of the Boards needs such an officer

;

but on examination we discover that each of them is already so

organized as to have such an officer. The Board of Foreign

Missions has a Secretary, who, it seems to your committee, is

doing all that the necessities of the case demand. The Board

of Home Missions has an Executive Committee, a General Su-

perintendent, two District Superintendents, and a Financial

Secretary, which in the judgment of your committee is all the

machinery which the work of Home Missions requires. We
believe that the General Superintendent is unfortunately located

in the extreme western portion of the Church. It is our judg-

ment that he should be located nearer to the heart of the Church
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whence we must expect the greater portion of the men and

money with which to carry forward our work. And we be-

Heve, moreover, that he ought to be charged with larger re-

sponsibiHty for the direction and guidance of the entire work.

But beyond this we fail to see any necessity for change in the

official direction of the Board.

2. With reference to the subject of office headquarters,

your committee is of the opinion that the Board of Foreign

Missions has all that the necessities of the case require in the

office of its Secretary at 1306 Arch Street, Philadelphia, Pa.

And we believe that all the Board of Home Missions requires

is an office at the residence of its General Superintendent, es-

pecially if this officer could be located somewhere near the

heart of the Church.

3. With reference to the matter of changing the member-

ship of these Boards or the manner of their election, your com-

mittee fails to see the wisdom of the overture. Our judgment

is the same with reference to tliat part of the overture relating

to the establishment of ofifce headquarters for the Woman's
A^lissionary Society of General Synod.

4. Your Committee is of the opinion that these Boards

themselves can be trusted to devise proper methods for book-

keeping, correspondence, tabulation of statistics, and distribu-

tion of missionary literature. We do not know in how close

touch the Boards are with the treasurers of the several congre-

gations. We realize that with our present organization, it may
be impossible to establish direct relation between the executive

officers of the Boards gind the treasurers of the congregations

;

but we believe that, as far as practical, such direct relation

would be advantageous.

One fact, we believe, is worthy of emphasis. The work of

both our Home and Foreign Mission Boards has been carried

forward with a commendable degree of zeal, energy and suc-

cess. The men who compose these Boards have given much

time and thought to the work entrusted to them. Many of them

have given their best years to the work, and we have confidence

in their judgment.
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In accordance with the foregoing report your coniniitlee

recommends the adoption of the following resolutions

:

1. Resolved, That it is the judgment of this General Syn-

od that the General Superintendent of the Board of Home Mis-

sions should be located somewhere nearer to the heart of the

Church, and that he should be charged with larger responsi-

bility for the guidance and direction of the entire work.

2. Rcsoh'cd, That it is the judgment of this General

Synod that there exists no necessity for the reorganization of

either of these Boards, nor for a change in the manner of their

election. Respectfully submitted,

William C. Sciiaeffer,

A. E. Truxal,

John W. Appel.

form for organ dedication.

In the Report on Overtures, in the 22di item is presented a

recjuest from Westmoreland Classis in regard to a written form

for an organ dedication.

The communication was referred to a special committee

consisting of Revs. Drs. John S. Stahr, J. S. Kieffer, J, N.

Christman, Elders John Gassman and James W. Wilson.

A report was read and re-committed, with instructions to

present a report at the next triennial sessions.

ARTICLE XVII.

COMPLAINTS.

Nothing has occurred under this head.

ARTICLE XVIII.

GOVERNMENT.

In response to item 15, in Report on ]\Iinutcs of General

Synod, the folloVving report w as received and adopted

:
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE FORMyVTION OF A NEW
CONSTITUTION FOR THE REFORMED CHURCH

IN THE UNITED STATES.

To the General Synod of the Reformed Church in the United

States:

Fathers and Brethren—The Committee appointed by

the General Synod, convened in Baltimore, May, 1902, to pre-

pare a draft of a new constitution for the Reformed Church,

held meetings as follows

:

At Lancaster, December, 1902; at Pittsburgh, July, 1903;

at Atlantic City, December, 1903 ; at Philadelphia, December,

1904. The meetings were attended by all the members of the

committee, with the exception of the first, from which one

member was absent. The five members of the committee rep-

resented the different sections of the Church, and each member
took an active part in the preparation of the draft.

Beside the present constitution, adopted in 1846, three

previously prepared drafts, which failed to be adopted, came

to the attention of the committee. After careful consideration

in respect to the plan of procedure in the formation of a new
draft, it was decided to use the work of the previous commit-

tees, and reconstruct the present constitution in the light of the

criticisms which had been passed, particularly on the form sub-

mitted to the Classes by the General Synod of Reading, and

in view of conditions prevailing in the Church at the present

time. Thus it was hoped that both an historic continuity would

be preserved and the genius and present needs of the Church

could be embodied in its constitution. With the assistance of

the Stated Clerks of the Classes, the objections to the last

draft were collected, tabulated and considered. The order for

the arrangem.ent of parts and sections, as found in the draft

now submitted, was adopted, and the articles were framed

with deliberation and care.

In accordance with the instructions given to the committee

by the General Synod of Baltimore, the first draft was sub-

mitted to the Classes for their criticisms and suggestions, in
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the spring of 1904. l"'roni tlic returns received, we infer that

the Classes were l)y no means derelict in the performance of

their duties. Not less than 739 criticisms were reported. Some
of them referred to the matter of form, others suggested

changes in the substance. The committee considered all the

criticisms, and was guided by them in preparing a second or

revised draft, which is now submitted for your consideration

and adoption.

From the reports of the Classes, the committee found three

distinct views in regard to the form of a constitution. First,

a short draft containing only the principles of Church polity

and supplemented by by-laws. Second, a more elaborate and

detailed statement of Church law than was given in the first

draft. Third, a draft after the plan presented by the committee.

After due consideration of these various views, the com-

mittee was convinced that the Church was not prepared to

depart radically from the general plan underlying the old

constitution and the previous drafts; nor could it see its way
clear to prepare a constitution with an eye to only one section

or another of the Church, but it endeavored, so far as possible,

to keep the convictions and needs of the whole Church in view.

While many suggestions accordingly could be accepted, others

could not be incorporated.

The committee begs leave to call your attention to the more

important additions, eliminations and modifications in the

present draft. They are found in the following articles

:

Article 15—On the offices of the Church.

Article 49—On Deaconesses.

Article 70—On the supply of the pulpit in case of a

vacancy.

Article 94—On the Executive Committee.

Article 180—On the Judicial Committee.

An examination of the articles after they were finally

printed revealed a contradiction between a provision in Article

131 and Article 178, which will be obviated by striking out the

clause, in Article 131, lines 4 and 5, reading, "If an appeal be

not pending." The committee would also call attention to the
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changes in the division of the material into parts, sections and

articles, which it believes to be an improvement on the con-

stitution now in force. The part on Discipline was prepared

with special attention, and it is hoped many of the difficult

points in reference to Charges and Specifications, Complaints

and Appeals have been clarified. Other changes will appear

when the articles are considered for adoption. The draft, as

it now stands, was unanimously adopted by the committee, as,

in its judgment, the most satisfactory for the Reformed Church

as it is now constituted.

The committee was deeply grieved by the death of its sec=

retary and one of its most active and genial members, Dr. John

S. Sechler. His judicial mind, his ability for exact expression

and his lifelong experience in constitutional matters were an

invaluable aid in the preparation of this draft. It is to be re-

gretted that he cannot be on the floor of the General Synod

to assist in the exposition and vindication of the work in which

he took so important a part.

The expenses incurred, both for the meetings of the

committee and the publication and distribution of the two

drafts, have been promptly paid by your treasurer, the Hon.

William Barnhart, of Greensburg, Pa.

Respectfully submitted,

George W. Richards,

Martin Vitz,

John W. Appel,

Horace Ankeney.

II. Draft of New Constitution.

PREAMBLE.

For the maintenance of truth and order in accordance with the

Word of God, the Reformed Church in the United States ordains this

Constitution to be its fundamental law for government, doctrine and

worship, and declares the same to have binding authority on all its

members, congregations and judicatories.
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Part I.

MEMBERS—CONGREGATIONS—OFFICES.
Section i.

Members.

Article i. All baptized persons are members of the Churcli, under

its care and subject to its government and discipline

Art. 2. Persons received into full communion with the Church by

confirmation, certificate or renewal of profession shall be regarded as

communicant members, and are entitled to all the rights and privileges

of the Church and can be deprived of them only by due process of

discipline.

Art. 3. Those baptized in infancy shall be received into full com-

munion with the Church by confirmation, and unbaplized adults by

baptism and confirmation. In both cases they shall first receive proper

instruction in the truths of the gospel and give satisfactory evidence of

faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

Art. 4. Members of other branches of the Christian Church, in

good and regular standing, may be received into the membership of the

Reformed Church by certificate of dismission. If, however, such cer-

tificate cannot be obtained, they may be received by a renewal of their

profession of faith in Christ. This does not preclude the Spiritual

Council from deciding in either case, before they are thus received,

whether or not they shall be instructed in the fundamental truths of

the Christian religion as set forth in the Heidelberg Catechism.

Art. 5. Members who on account of change of residence or for

other proper reasons desire to change their membership from one

congregation to another congregation of the Reformed Church, shall

obtain a certificate of dismission and as soon as possible unite with

the other congregation. The Spiritual Council dismissing them shall

immediately communicate the fact to the Spiritual Council of the con-

gregation to which they have been dismissed ; and when they are re-

ceived the latter shall promptly notify the former of their reception.

Members dismissed shall be amenable to the congregation dismissing

them until they shall have been received by another congregation. A
certificate of dismission shall be valid for only one year from its date.

Art. 6. It is the duty of church members to live sober, rig'hteous

and godly lives, and to labor faithfully in bringing others to Christ.

They shall obey the laws and rules of life prescribed in the Word of

God and abide by the Constitution of the Church, and contribute liber-

ally, in proportion to their means, to the support of the gospel and for

tne extension of the kingdom of Christ. Every member shall attend

faithfully the public services of the Church and shall engage diligently

in private devotions ; and those who have been confirmed shall partake
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of the Lord's Supper at least once a year. Parents shall give special

attention to the Christian training of the members of their household.

Section 2.

Congregations.

Art. 7. A congregation of the Reformed Church in the United

States is a body of Christians accepting the Bible as the Word of God
and the Heidelberg Catechism as its standard of faith and doctrine, and

organized agreeably to the provisions of the Constitution of the Church.

Art. 8. Whenever it is desired to organize a congregation, those

persons who are willing to enter into such organization shall sign the

following memorial and address the same to the Classis within whose

bounds the congregation is to be organized:

We, whose names are hereunto afifixed, desiring to be organized as

a congregation, that we may have better facilities for enjoying the holy

ordinances of the Christian Church, do hereby petition the Classis

of to organize us under the name of congregation, in

the township (town or city) of , county of , and State

of , and declare our readiness to be governed by the Constitu-

tion of the Reformed Church in the United States.

(Date.) (Signed.)

If the Classis approve of the proposed organization, it shall ap-

point a committee to superintend the election of elders and deacons and

to induct them into office. After the acts thus authorized have been

performed and have been sanctioned by the Classis, the organization

shall be enrolled as a regular congregation of the Reformed Church in

the United States. If, however, local conditions require it, a congre-

gation may be duly organized by a missionary or a minister doing

missionary work, acting with the consent of the Classis under whose

jurisdiction the congregation is to be received. Application for admis-

sion to Classis must be made as soon as possible after the organization

is efifected.

A congregation, whether independent or belonging to another de-

nomination, which conforms to the requirements of the Reformed

Church in the United States, may be admitted to membersliip.

Art. 9. Whenever a congregation desires to become an incor-

porated body, a draft of the proposed articles of incorporation and the

constitution of the congregation shall be submitted to the Classis for

approval before the charter is presented to the civil authorities. No
charter shall be approved that does not bind the congregation to be an

organic member of the Reformed Church in the United States and

governed by its Constitution and laws. In all cases, unless there be

legal difficulties, the Consistory shall in the charter be constituted the

trustees of the congregation.

Art. 10. Every congregation shall adopt a Constitution and By-
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laws for its own government. Snch Constitution and By-laws must

be in accordance with its charter and with the Constitution of the Re-

formed Church in the United Slates.

Art. II. Each congregation shall hold an annual meeting. The
Consistory may call a special meeting of the congregation, and shall at

the written request of one-tenth of the communicant members issue a

call for such meeting within two weeks after the request has been re-

ceived. One week's previous public notice shall be given of the time,

place and purpose of a special congregational meeting. A full and

accurate record of the proceedings of all meetings shall be kept.

Art. 12. To the trustees shall be committed the care and control

of the property of the congregation, whether real or personal, moneys

and legacies. They shall hold the property as a sacred trust for the

congregation, keep the church edifice and other buildings belonging to

the congregation in proper repair and prevent the use of the house of

God for improper purposes. In matters of a general nature, such as the

purchasing or selling of property, the borrowing of money, and the re-

modeling or erection of buildings, the trustees can determine nothing

finally without the consent of a majority of those communicant mem-
bers of the congregation assembled at a meeting called for the purpose,

of which meeting at least two weeks' previous public notice shall be

given.

Art. 13. The common interests of two or more congregations

united in one pastoral charge shall be committed to a Joint Consistory,

composed of the members of the Consistories of the congregations in-

cluded in the charge. No congregation shall withdraw from such

charge without permission of Classis.

Art. 14. On the dissolution of a congregation the Classis w'ith

which it was connected shall have jurisdiction over its members and

transfer them to the congregation which they may select. Classis also

shall have charge and control of the property of said dissolved congre-

gation, if the laws of the State do not forbid it, and shall determine any

case of discipline begun by the Spiritual Council and not completed.

And if a congregation shall have withdrawn from connection with the

Reformed Church in the United States, the official character of the

elders, deacons and trustees shall immediately cease, and the Classis

to which it belonged shall succeed to all rights, powers and prerogatives

of the trustees touching the property, real and personal, provided such

succession do not conflict with the civil law.

Section 3.

OfRces.

Art. 15. The oftices of the Reformed Church are:

1. The office of Minister of the Word.
2. The office of Elder.

3. The office of Deacon.
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I.

I. MINISTERS OF THE WORD.

Art. i6. A Minister of the Word is a member of the Church,

called by Christ to the ministry of reconciliation, and ordained and

consecrated by prayer and the laying on of hands to preach the gospel,

to exercise pastoral oversight, to dispense the holy Sacraments, in con-

junction with the elders to administer Christian discipline, and to give

himself wholly to the service of Christ in his Church.

Art. 17. A minister receiving a call from a charge and accepting

the same shall present said call, together with his acceptance of it, to

Classis for consideration; and if the call be confirmed, provision shall

be made at once for his installation as pastor. A call, however, shall

not be confirmed unless it provide for adequate support of the pastor,

and unless the salary of the preceding pastor shall have been paid or

satisfactory arrangements for its payment have been made ; nor shall

any Classis refuse to confirm a call unless there be strong reasons for

withholding such confirmation. A minister having received a call from

a charge shall not move into it nor perform pastoral duties in it with-

out first having obtained the consent of Classis. Every pastor shall

reside within the bounds of his charge unless Classis give him per-

mission to reside elsewhere.

Art. 18. Every pastor or the secretary of the Consistory shall

keep a complete record of all baptisms, confirmations, communicants,

receptions by certificate, renewals of profession, dismissions, erasures of

names, suspensions, excommunications, marriages and deaths. The
record shall 'be the property of the congregation.

Art. 19. A pastor desiring to resign his charge shall lay his resig-

nation before the Consistory or Joint Consistory, which shall take

action on it as soon as possible; but if the pastor or Consistory desire

it, the resignation shall be laid before the congregation or congrega-

tions for action thereon. The resignation and the consequent action of

the Consistory or of the congregation or congregations shall then as

soon as possible be laid before the Classis for action. When in the

opinion of three-fourths of the members of the Consistory or Jo!nt Con-

sistory the welfare of the charge requires it, the Consistory or Joint Con-

sistory shall make a written request to the pastor for his resignation.

If the pastor or the Consistory or Joint Consistory desire it the re-

quest shall be laid before the congregation or congregations for action

thereon. If the majority of the congregation or congregations sustain

the request the matter shall then as soon as possible 'be referred to

Classis for action. But if the request is not brought before the congre-

gation or congregations, the matter shall be referred directly to the

Classis. A pastor shall not leave his charge before his resignation has

been approved and the pastoral relation has been dissolved by Classis.
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Art. 20. A minister shall not officiate in the charge of another

minister withont his consent; nor shall he serve a vacant congregation

or charge as a regular supply without the consent of the Classis to

which the congregation or charge belongs. He shall be a member of

the Classis within whose bounds he resides unless he shall have retired

from the active duties of the ministry, or unless he be connected with

some Institution or Board of the Church in which case he may be a

member of any Classis connected with the Synod or Synods under

whose care or by whose authority the Institution or Board acts.

Art. 21. A minister shall continue in the service of the sanctuary

as long as he lives unless he have the consent of Classis to devote him-

self to a secular calling. Educational or other direct work for the

Church shall not be regarded as a secular calling.

Art. 22. If a minister not otherwise chargeable with an offence

renounces the jurisdiction of the Reformed Church in the United States

by joining another denomination without being regularly dismissed to

it, Classis shall record the fact and erase his name from the roll. If

charges are pending against him, he may be tried thereon. If the min-

ister against whom charges are pending shall have abandoned the min-

isitry or declared himself independent, his name shall be erased or he

shall be deposed or excommunicated, as the case may require.

Art. 23. A minister compelled by age or infirmity to retire from

the active duties of the ministry, still retains his right to a seat and vote

in his Classis and in the Synods and to perform ministerial acts within

the restrictions specified in Article 20 of this Constitution.

If the retiring minister lacks the means of self-support, his Classis

shall report his name to the authorities appointed by the General Synod,

in case the General Synod shall have made provision for the relief of

ministers according to Article 117 of this Constitution.

Art. 24. A minister from another denomination, before being ad-

mitted into the ministry of the Reformed Church in the United States,

shall present a certificate of dismission, and shall be examined as to

his orthodoxy and the purity of his intentions. If his application be

approved, he shall, upon signing the formula prescribed for licentiates,

be admitted by a two-thirds vote of the Classis to which he has ap-

plied for reception.

2. TE.^CHERS OF THEOLOGY.

Art. 25. A Teacher of Theology is a Minister of the Word who
has been elected and inaugurated as a professor in a Theological Sem-
inary of the Church. He shall be chosen in such manner as may be

determined by the Synod or Synods to whose jurisdiction the Sem-
inary is subject.

Art. 26. No person shall be elected a Teacher of Theology whose

views are not in accord with the faith and doctrines of the Reformed
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Church in the United States and who does not approve of its mode of

government, forms of worship and distinctive customs.

Art. 27. Before a Teacher of Theology enters upon the duties of

his office, he shall be inaugurated under the direction of the Synod or

Synods by which he was chosen. At his inauguration he shall solemnly

affirm the following declaration in a public assembly:

"You, N N , Professor-elect of the Theological Sem-
inary of the Reformed Church in the United States, at

acknowledge sincerely before God and this assembly that the Holy
Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, which are called canonical,

are divinely inspired Scriptures and therefore credible and authorita-

tive; that they contain all things which relate to the faith, the practice

and the hope of the righteous and are the only rule of faith and prac-

tice in the Church of God; that, consequently, no traditions, as they

are called, and no mere conclusions of reason, which are contrary to the

clear testimony of these Scriptures, can be received as rules of faith or

of life. You acknowledge further that the doctrine contained in the

Heidelberg Catechism is in accordance with the doctrine of the Holy
Scriptures. You declare sincerely that in the office you are about to as-

sume you will make the divine authority of the Holy Scriptures, and

the truth of the doctrine contained in the Heidelberg Catechism, the

basis of all your instructions, and faithfully maintain and defend the

same in your preaching and writing as well as in your instructions. You
declare finally that, according to the ability which God may grant you,

you will so labor that with the divine blessing the students intrusted to

your care may become enlightened, pious, faithful and zealous ministers

of the gospel, who shall be sound in the faith." The Professor-elect

shall answer : "I so declare and affirm."

Art. 28. Teachers of Theology shall explain the Holy Scriptures

and defend the pure doctrine of the gospel against errors. In their in-

structions to the theological students it shall be their principal aim to

make them well acquainted with the true sense of the Holy Scriptures,

and prepare them to preach the gospel with power and effect. In this

service they are required to instruct the students in Exegetical, His-

torical, Systematic and Practical Theology.

Art. 29. A Teacher of Theology shall continue in office during his

life unless he resign or become disqualified for his duties by heterodoxy

or immorality^ or by physical or mental infirmities.

Art. 30. Should four ministers and four elders of the Church

present to the Board of Visitors of any Theological Seminary a docu-

ment asserting that for cause or causes named in Article 29 of this

Constitution a Teacher of Theology is disqualified for his position, said

Board shall institute a careful examination, and if the charge be well

founded shall refer the matter for final disposition to the Synod or
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Synods under whose aiitliority the Icachcr of Thcoloj^y hohls his posi-

tion. In all things except his position as Teaclicr of Theology he is

amenable to the Classis to which he belongs.

Art. 31. A Teacher of Theology, who has been rendered incapable

of further service by infirmities, shall not be displaced without having

such provision made for his support as his necessities may require and

as the Synod or Synods may be able to make. After the age of seventy

he shall be declared Professor Emeritus. A Teacher of Theology desir-

ing to resign his ofiice, shall, at least six months before his resignation

is to take efTect, give notice in writing of his intention to the Board of

Visitors or O'thcr proper officers.

3. LICENTIATES.

Art. yi. A licentiate is a member of the Church who, having com-

pleted a prescribed course of theological studies and having passed a

satisfactory examination by a Classis, has been authorized to preach

the gospel and to accept a call from a pastoral charge or a missionary

field.

Art. 33. An applicant for licensure shall present a written appli-

cation to his Classis. together with his certificate from the Theological

Seminary or Institution in which he studied. He shall submit to an ex-

amination, which shall be open to all the members of Classis and em-

brace at least the main subjects taught in the Theological Seminaries of

the Reformed Church in the United States. Particular attention shall

be paid to his piety, the purity of his intentions in seeking the ministry,

his orthodoxy and his a'bility to preach the gospel. The report of such

examination shall not enter into particulars, but simply state the result

as satisfactory or unsatisfactory.

Art. 34. For good reasons, licensure may be granted to appli-

cants w^ho have not completed the course of study prescribed for the

Theological Seminaries, but in all such cases a two-thirds vote of the

Classis shall be required to authorize the licensure.

Art. 35. The examination of the applicant having proved satis-

factory and the report of the examiners having been adopted, he shall

read aloud before Classis the following formula and subscribe the

same in a book kept for that purpose

:

"I hereby testify that I honestly and truly accept the doctrine of

the Heidelberg Catechism as in accordance with the teaching of the

Holy Scriptures, and promise faithfully to preach and defend the

same. I also declare and promise that I will carefully observe all the

ordinances in accordance with the Word of God which now are or may
hereafter be enacted by the authorities of the Church, and that I will

cheerfully submit to all the admonitions and decisions of these author-

ities so long as I remain in connection with the Reformed Church in

the United States.

"In testimony whereof I hereunto subscribe my name and the date."

Name Date
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Having thus attested his adherence to the doctrines and discipline

of the Reformed Church in the United States, he shall be furnished

with a certificate of licensure, bearing the seal of Classis and the sig-

natures of the President and Stated Clerk, and his name shall be placed

on the clerical roll.

Art. 36. A licentiate is permitted to preach the Word, but shall

not administer the sacraments, perform the rite of confirmation, pro-

nounce the benediction nor solemnize marriage. Me is under the care

and jurisdiction of his Classis, must attend its meetings and submit a

written report of his labors, but he has no vote in Classis and cannot

represent it in a higher judicatory.

Art. s7- A licentiate shall not be ordained before he is twenty-one

years of age and has received and accepted a call from a pastoral

charge, or has been called to a mission or to be a Teacher of Theology

in an authorized theological institution of the Reformed Church in the

United States. A licentiate who has received and accepted a call from

a pastoral charge shall be ordained by the Classis within whose bounds

the charge is located. A licentiate who has received and accepted a call

to teach theology shall be ordained 'by the Classis to which he belongs

when he accepts the call.

Art. 38. A licentiate shall not preach statedly for a vacant congre-

gation or pastoral charge without the consent of Classis. He shall be

a member of that Classis within whose bounds he resides, except as

provided for in the case of ministers in Article 20 of this Constitution.

Art. 39. Before licentiates from other denominations can be re-

ceived into a Classis of the Reformed Church in the United States, they

shall be examined in the same manner as students for the ministry and

shall subscribe the formula prescribed for licentiates.

4. STUDENTS FOR THE MINISTRY.

Art. 40. A student for the ministry is a member of the Church

who, believing himself called to become a minister of Christ, enters

upon a course of study to prepare himself for that office.

Art. 41. Every student for the ministry shall place himself under

the care of a Classis. When any one applies to be received as such, the

Classis shall inquire as to his fitness, and if the result of the inquiry be

satisfactory take him under its care and exercise proper supervision

over his studies and deportment. He shall pursue his course of study

in a theological institution of the Reformed Church in the United States

unless Classis permit him to study elsewhere. This permission can be

given only if it do not conflict with any previous obligations he may
have assumed.

Art. 42. At every annual meeting of his Classis a student for the

ministry shall submit a written report of the progress he has made in

his studies and also his official reports from the institution in which he
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is studying. He sliall not exercise ministerial functions, hut with the

consent of tlie facuUy may occasionally preacli after his first year in

the Seminary.

II.

ELDERS AND DEACONS.

Art. 43. An elder is a memher of the Church chosen by a con-

gregation and ordained to his office by prayer and the laying on of

hands to assist and support the pastor in the spiritual affairs of the

Church.

Art. 44. Elders shall take heed to themselves that they may be

an e.xample unto others, shall faithfully watch over the spiritual inter-

ests of the congregation, shall maintain order in the house of God,

sihaH aid in visiting the sick and' shall contribute accordinig to their

ability to ilic edification and consolation of all the members. They shall

also provide the elements for the Lord's Supper, when requested by

the pastor.

Art. 45. A deacon is a member of the Church chosen by a con-

gregation and ordained to his office by prayer and the laying on of hands

to gather the ofTerings of the congregation for the pa^stor's salary and

other purposes, to attend to the temporal affairs of the church, except

such as are specilied in Article 12 of this Constitution, am! to look after

the poor and destitute.

Art. 46. Elders and deacons shall be elected by a majority of the

votes cast at a congregational meeting and may be re-elected. Their

number in a congregation and their term of office shall be determined

by the Constitution and By-laws of the congregation. When elected

for the first time they shall be publicly ordained to their office. After

their ordination they, with those who have been re-elected, shall be

installed. Unless dismissed to another congregation they shall remain

in office until their successors are inducted into office.

Art. 47. Members called to the offices of elder and deacon shall

be of exemplary life and conduct (see Acts 6: 1-6 and i Tim. 3:8-13),

that the congregation may be edified. On this account light-minded,

contentious or otherwise improper persons shall not be chosen to

these offices.

Art. 48. Nominations for the offices of elder and deacon shall be

made by the Consistory, which shall present the name of one or two

persons for each officer to be elected. Public notice of the nominations

shall be given from the pulpit at least one week before the election. At

the meeting for the election one additional person for each officer to be

elected may be nominated by the congregation. No persons shall be

voted for unless regularly nominated. All nominees must be in full

communion with the Church and earnestly devoted to the cause of

Christ. If possible each congregation shall have at least two elders

and two deacons.
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Art. 49. The Churcli, recognizing the consecration and devotion

of women to the service of the Church from the time of the apostles to

the present day, and the value and importance of their work in all forms

of service, approves and authorizes the work of deaconesses in the con-

gregations and the founding, by Consis>tories, Classes or Synods, of

deaconess' Homes for the training of deaconesses. The work of a dea-

coness shall be in ministering to the poor, the needy, the sick, the spir-

itually destitute, and in the education of the young and the visitation of

strangers and others in a parish, and like service.

Part II.

JUDICATORIES.

Section i.

Judicatories in General.

Art. 50. The judicatories are:

1. The Consistory.

2. The Spiritual Council.

3. The Classis.

4. The Synod.

5. The General Synod.

They take cognizance only of ecclesiastical matters, and have au-

thority to require obedience to the laws of Christ and his Church and

to discipline the disobedient.

Art. 51. Cases over which a lower judicatory has original juris-

diction can be brought before a higher judicatory only by reference,

complaint or appeal.

Art. 52. Classes or Synods which prevailingly use the same lan-

guage in public worship shall not be organized within the same terri-

tory. But in the bounds of Classes which are prevailingly English,

German Classes, or Classes of other languages, may be organized, with

the consent of a majority of all the Classes concerned and of the Synod

to which they belong; and so also conversely in the case of German
Classes, or Classes of other languages, English Classes may be organ-

ized in the same way.

Art. 53. From the regular credentials of the delegates, priinarii

and secundi, the Stated Clerk of a Classis, a Synod or the General

Synod shall prepare the roll in advance of the stated meeting. Irregular

or disputed credentials shall be referred, immediately after the organi-

zation of the judicatory, to a special committee, which shall report

within twenty-four hours after its appointment. The sessions of every

judicatory shall be opened and closed with religious services.

Art. 54. Each Classis and Synod and the General Synod shall

elect a President, Stated Clerk and such other officers as they respec-
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lively deem necessary, who shall hohl their offices until their succes-

sors are elected at the next stated meeting. The Stated Clerk, however,

may be elected for a longer period.

Art. 55. When a judicatory meets as a delegated body, the dele-

gates to it shall be elected by the judicatories which they respectively

represent from among their members, and in all such elections at least

a double number of persons shall be nominated. The members shall

have the right, however, to vote for any enrolled member, whether

nominated or not. Tellers shall be appointed to distribute, collect and

count the ballots, and report the number of votes cast for any member
to the President, who shall then declare the result. Those having the

highest number of votes shall be the primarii, and an equal number hav-

ing the next highest number of votes shall be the sccundi, who shall

succeed the primarii in the order of the number of votes received in

both cases. In case delegates receive an equal number of votes, their

names shall be arranged on the list in alphabetical order.

Art. s6. Acting elders only shall be elected delegates to judica-

tories. They have the same rights and privileges in a judicatory as

Ministers of the Word.
Art. 57. Delegates to a judicatory shall be punctual in attending

its meetings and shall remain during the whole of its sessions. They
are amenable for their tardiness or absence to the judicatory which

elected them, which also must provide for the expenses incurred in at-

tending to their duties unless paid by the higher judicatory.

Art. 58. At a special meeting of a judicatory action can be taken

only on the items of business specified in the call.

Art. 59. Should unforeseen circumstances render it necessary,

either the time or place, or both, of the stated meeting of a Classis, a

Synod or the General Synod, rnay be changed by the President and

Stated Clerk, provided that for a Classis two weeks', for a Synod four

weeks' and for the General Synod six weeks' previous notice be given

by the President and Stated Clerk through a circular addressed to each

member of the judicatory.

Art. 60. At least one member of every committee appointed by a

Classis, a Synod or the General Synod shall be an elder ; an exception

may be made in the case of a committee to ordain a licentiate or to

instal a minister.

Art. 61. Delegates from bodies in correspondence with the Gen-

eral Synod shall be recognized as advisory members, but shall have no

vote. The same privilege shall be accorded to every minister and elder

of the Reformed Church who, though not a delegate, may be present at

a meeting of a judicatory. Ministers from other denominations who
may be in attendance shall be recognized and welcomed by the Presi-

dent, but shall not be admitted to seats as advisory members.

Art. 62. A member of a judicatory shall not be allowed to enter

a protest against its acts ; but any member dissenting shall have the
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right to call for the yeas and nays, in which case the vote and name of

every member voting on the question shall be entered on the minutes.

Section 2.

The Consistory.

Art. 63. The Consistory is composed of the pastor or pastors and

the elders and deacons, and has oversight and government of the con-

gregation and of all its organizations.

Art. 64. The pastor shall be President of the Consistory unless

the existing charter provides otherwise. When a charge is without a

pastor, or the pastor is unable to attend, one of the elders shall be

chosen to preside. A majority of the members shall constitute a quo-

rum unless otherwise provided in the charter or constitution of the

congregation.

Art. 65. The Joint Consistory, as provided in Article 13 of this

Constitution, is composed of the members of the Consistories included

in the charge, and has jurisdiction over the common interests of the

congregations represented, such as the calling of a pastor, the pro-

vision for his salary and the erection and maintenance of a parsonage

for the charge. The pastor shall be President ; in the event of his ab-

sence or inability to preside one of the elders shall be chosen to preside.

Art. 66. The Consistory shall hold stated monthly or quarterly

meetings, and may hold such special meetings as are called by the

President, or, in the event of his absence or inability or unwillingness

to act, by the Secretary when requested in writing to do so by a ma-

jority of the members. Previous notice of special meetings of the Con-

sistory or of the Joint Consistory shall be given to all its members.

Art. 67. The Consistory or the Joint Consistory shall annually

elect delegates, a primarius and a secundus, to represent the charge in

Classis, who shall also be the delegates to Synod whenever Synod meets

in general convention. At least ten days before the annual meeting of

the judicatory to which these delegates have been elected their creden-

tials shall be sent to its Stated Clerk by the President or the Secretary

of the Consistory.

Art. 68. In managing the general affairs of the congregation the

Consistory shall call congregational meetings, order collections for the

apportionments of Classis and for other benevolent purposes, distribute

alms through the deacons, provide for the audit of the treasurer's ac-

count and make due provision for the support of the pastor. It shall

keep a full and accurate record of its own proceedings, be the cus-

todian of all congregational records and submit any or all records

to the Classis when occasion requires it and the Classis requests it.

Art. 69. In calling a minister and in all matters of a general na-

ture, as provided in Article 12, the Consistory shall determine nothing
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conclusively without the consent of a majority of those members of the

congregation present at a meeting duly called for the purpose, of which

at least two weeks' public notice shall be given.

Art. 70. When a charge is without a pastor the Consistory or the

Joint Consistory shall provide for the temporary supply of the pulpit,

in which case Classis shall have only advisory rights ; provided, how-

ever, that such temporary supply shall not continue longer than one

year, nor shall the supply be any one but a ministe*", a licentiate or a

student for the ministry of the Reformed Church in the United States in

good and regular standing. The Consistory or the Joint Consistory shall

as. soon as possible present to the congregation or congregations con-

stituting the charge the name of one candidate for the pastorate, to be

voted upon at a meeting called for the purpose, of which public notice

shall be given at least two weeks previously. The communicant mem-
bers shall vote by ballot for or against the candidate. He is elected if

a majority of the members of the charge present and voting cast their

vote in his favor unless a larger proportion is required by the charter.

The Consistory or Joint Consistory shall then tender him a call ac-

cording to the form prescribed by the General Synod. If a pastoral

charge consists of two or more congregations, the election shall, if

possible, be held in each congregation on the same day. Under no cir-

cumstances shall a congregation or charge vote on more than one

candidate at one and the same meeting.

Art. 71. Since only ministers and licentiates are eligible to the

pastoral office, a congregation or charge shall not nominate or elect a

student for the ministry as its pastor.

Section 3.

The Spiritual Cnuucil.

Art. 72. The Spiritual Council consists of the pastor or pastors

and the acting elders of a congregation. It has original jurisdiction

in matters of discipline except ill the case of a Minister of the Word.
Art. 73. The pastor shall be President of the Spiritual Council;

if there be no pastor, one of the elders shall be chosen to preside. A
majority of its members shall constitute a quorum.

Art. 74. It is the duty of the Spiritual Council to watch over the

members of the congregation, to guard the doctrine of Christ and to

maintain wholesome discipline. It alone has power to admit members
to full communion and to exclude therefrom any who may err from

the faith or offend in morals.

Art. 75. Stated meetings of the Spiritual Council shall be held for

the examination of the catechumens applying for confirmation, and be-

fore every communion service. Special meetings shall be held at the

call of the President or at the request of two elders.
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Art. "/d. The Spiritual Coiircil shall upon proper request furnish

members of the congregation, in good and regular standing, with cer-

tificates of dismission to another congregation in the Reformed Church

or to any orthodox Protestant Church which receives members by cer-

tificate from the Reformed Church in the United States. The certifi-

cate shall specify the congregation to which the person is dismissed.

Art. tj. Should the Spiritual Council after being duly notified

neglect to convene at the time appointed, the pastor may sit alone to try

an individual and on finding him guilty pronounce sentence. The pro-

ceedings in such a case shall be recorded in the minutes of the Spir-

itual Council.

Art. 78. The Spiritual Council shall keep a full and accurate

record of its proceedings which shall be submitted to the Classis when
occasion requires it and the Classis requests it.

Section 4.

The Classis.

Art. 79. A Classis consists of the ministers residing within a dis-

trict designated by the Synod and of the elders delegated by the pastoral

charges situated within these limits, and has jurisdiction over said

ministers and pastoral charges.

Art. 80. A Classis shall embrace at least three pastoral charges

and as many ordained ministers. It shall meet annually at such time

and place as it may designate. Three ministers and two delegated

elders regularly convened shall constitute a quorum.

Art. 81. Every pastoral charge shall be represented in Classis by

its pastor or pastors and one delegated elder ; or. if the charge be with-

out a pastor, by a delegated elder.

Art. 82. The annual meeting of a Classis shall be opened with

religious services, including the preaching of a sermon by the President

or by one of its members designated by him or by the Classis, after

which the roll shall be called; and if a quorum be present, the officers

for the ensuing year shall be elected, and the business shall pro-

ceed according to the Rules of Order prescribed by the General Synod.

Art. 83. The President shall perform all the duties of his office

as defined by the Rules of Order. Immediately after the election of

officers, he shall define the Bar of the House, and appoint t!he Standing

Committees of Classis which shall present their reports as soon as

possible. The reports of the Committees on Minutes of Classis, Minutes

of Synod and on Overtures shall exhibit those items which claim the

attention of the Classis.

Art. 84. At the annual meeting every pastor shall present a

written parochial and a full statistical report, and every minister, though

without a charge, a report of his labors. If unable to be present, he
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shall forward his report to the Stated Clerk three days before the

meeting. The parochial report shall contain a full account of the spirit-

ual and temporal condition of the charge and of the labors of the pastor.

After the reception of the parochial reports the President or any

mem'ber of Classis shall ask the pastor and elder such questions as may

be requisite to elicit additional information. The following questions

shall be addressed by the President to each elder:

ist. Are the doctrines of the gospel preached m your charge m

their purity, agreeably to the Word of God and the standard of our

Church?

2nd. Are the catechising of the children, the instruction of the

youth and the introduction of members into the Church faithfully at-

tended to in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution of the

Reformed Church in the United States?

3rd. Is family visitation faithfully performed by the pastor?

4th. Is the duty to be observed before the celebration of the

Lord's Supper, relating to the fitness of the communicants, as prescribed

in Article 200 of the Constitution of our Church, carefully attended to?

5th. Is the temporal contract between minister and peopie fulfilled

in your charge?

The stastical report shall be prepared according to the form ap-

proved by the General Synod. If a charge be without a pastor, this

report shall be furnished by the Consistory. On the basis of all these

parochial and statistical reports, the Committee on the State of

Religion shall prepare a general report for Classis.

Art. 85. In every Classis is vested the power to examine and

license applicants for the ministry, to ordain licentiateis, to constitute

or dissolve pastoral relations, to receive and dismiss ministers and

licentiates, to depose or otherwise discipline, according to his desert,

a member of its own body, and to reinstate a minister whom it has

suspended or deposed, when trustworthy evidence of repentance and

reformation appears.

Art. 86. Classis shall have access to all congregational records,

according to the provisions of Articles 68 and 78 of this Constitution,

and shall hear and decide all cases of reference, complaint and appeal,

as well as all questions respecting ministers or their congregations

which may arise within its jurisdiction and are regularly brought

before it" such as organizing new congregations, determining boun-

daries of congregations and charges, deciding controversies between

congregations or charges, forming, reconstructing or dissolving

charges, as may be requested or Classis may deem expedient. Classis,

however, shall exercise its right of dividing or reconstructing ^ charge

or charges only after having counseled' with the Consis-tories or Joint

Consistories of the charges involved, and such action shall require a

two-thirds vote of the Classis.
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Art. 87. An ordained minister or licentiate shall not be received

by Classis nntil he has presented a regular certificate of dismission

from the Classis to which he has belonged. The reception of a minister

from another denomination shall not be final until it is confirmed by

Synod.

Art. 88. An ordained minister or a licentiate shall be amenable to

the Classis that dismissed him and his name shall be retained on its

roll until he shall have been received by the Classis to which he has

been dismissed. The dismission of an ordained minister at once annuls

any previous appointment or election of him, by Classis, as a member
of a committee or as a delegate to Synod or to the General Synod.

Art. 89. A Classis dismissing an ordained minister or a licentiate

shall specify hi its minutes the particular Classis and Synod or

other denomination to which he is dismissed; and in receiving a min-

ister or licentiate, it shall in like manner specify the particular Classis

and Synod or other denomination from which he has been received.

A certificate of dismission shall be valid for only one year from its date.

Art. 90. A Classis shall not refuse to receive an ordained minister

or licentiate dismissed to it by another Classis unless there be manifest

grounds of objection against his doctrine or morals, in which case the

certificate of dismission shall be returned to the Classis, with a specific

statement of the grounds of objection; whereupon, the Classis shall

take these objections into consideration, and if it find no sufficient reason

to change its action the whole question shall be referred to Synod for

decision. When an ordained minister or licentiate is received by any

Classis, it shall at once give official notice of his reception to the Classis

that dismissed him.

Art. 91. Whenever a minister or a licentiate wilfully neglects for

three consecutive years to attend the annual meetiiigs of his Classis

and fails to report to it, he renders himself liable to suspension from

office, and Classis shall at once cite him for trial and proceed in his case

according to the Constitution of the Church.

Art. 92. Every Classis at its first annual meeting after the

minutes of the General Synod have been distributed shall take

action on all ordinances and constitutional amendments approved by

the General Synod and sent down to the Classes for adoption or rejec-

tion, and report its action to the next stated meeting of its Synod and

of the General Synod.

Art. 93. A special meeting of Classis may be called' at any time

by the President; and at the written request of two ministers and two

delegate elders of Classis, specifying tlie particular business to be

transacted, he shall call such a meeting. The party or parties for whose

benefit it is called shall pay the expenses incurred. At least two weeks

before 'the time of such meeting the Stated Clerk shall notify the
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items of business that will claim attention. In case of the death or

removal of the President, or if the business transacted implicate him,

the power of calling the meeting is vested in the Stated Clerk. Should

either of these contingencies exist with respect to the Stated Clerk

also, two ministers and two elders, members of the Classis, may call

the meeting.

Art. 94. A Classis at any annual meeting may appoint its

President, Stated Clerk and one of its other members an

Executive Committee, of which the President shall be chair-

man. This committee shall represent Classis during the interval be-

tween meetings, and in all cases when between the parties concerned

there is no question at issue, and in which at least two weeks' notice

of the proposed action has been given in writing by the President

to every member of Classis, and no written objection to said action has

been made to any member of the committee nor a special meeting of

Classis demanded, shall have power to dissolve a pastoral relation, to

dismiss or receive a minister or a licentiate, to confirm a call and appoint

« committee to ordain a licentiate and install a pastor, to permit a

minister or a licentiate to minister as a regular supply to vacant congre-

gations, and to authorize the organization of new congregations. It

shall also be the duty of this committee to advise with the Consistory of

a vacant charge, and, if requested, to aid the Consistory in securing

a pastor and to aid a minister in obtaining a suitable field of labor.

This committee shall also serve as advisors when called on by pastors.

Consistories or portions of Consistories to aid in the amicable adjust-

ments of disputes in the administrations of the aflfairs of the congre-

gations or charges. The committee shall at the close of the year pre-

sent a full report of its acts and proceedings to Classis for revision

and incorporation in its minutes. Classis shall pay the necessary ex-

penses of this committee.

Art. 95. The Stated Clerk shall have charge of the books and

papers of Classis, and issue all its official documents, signed by himself

and the President, with the seal of Classis affixed. At least ten days

before the annual meeting of Classis he shall furnish every pastor with

a copy of the blank form of the statistical report. He shall transmit

to Synod at its annual meetings a certified copy of the minutes of all

the meetings of Classis held during the year, in the form and order

required by the rules of Synod. He shall furnish pastoral charges and

individuals with a certified copy of any proceedings in which they

are specially concerned. If Synod meets as a delegated body, he shall

before its annual meeting furnish its Stated Clerk with credentials of

the delegates, primarii and secundi, elected to represent Classis. He
shall also before the stated meeting of the General Synod furnish its

Stated Clerk with the credentials of the delegates, primarii and secundi,
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elected to represent Classis, together with the roll of its actual members
and also with a certified copy of those portions of the minutes of

Classis claiming the attention of General Synod.

Art. 96. On the dissolution of a Classis the Synod with which

it was connected shall have jurisdiction over its members and congre-

gations, and shall transfer them to some other Classis or Classes. It

shall have charge and control of the property of said dissolved Classis,

if such charge and control do not conflict with the civil law, and shall

determine any case of discipline begun by the Classis. and not con-

cluded.

Art. 97. The Classes, through their respective Stated Clerks, shall

make report at least annually to the Stated Clerk of the General

Synod of all licensures, ordinations, suspensions, depositions, dis-

missions or erasure of names of ministers, together with the time and

place ; and in the case of the decease of a licentiate or minister, his

name and the time and place of decease.

Section 5.

The Synod.

Art. 98. A Synod is composed of four or more adjacent Classes

designated by the General Synod, which has jurisdiction over them. It

shall meet annually, either in general convention or as a delegated

body. In general convention it consists of all its ministers and one

elder from each pastoral charge; as a delegated body it consists of the

ministers and elders chosen by its Classes according to a basis of repre-

sentation adopted by itself with the concurrence of at least two-thirds

of its Classes. A suspended minister shall not be counted in the basis

of representation either to Synod or to the General Synod.

Art. 99. Any number of members convened at the time and

place appointed for a meeting, in which a majority of the Classes are

represented, shall constitute a quorum, which quorum shall contain not

fewer than one minister and one elder from each of the Classes neces-

sary to a majority of the Classes.

Art. 100. The annual sessions shall be opened with religious serv-

ices, including the preaching of a sermon by the President or by some

other member designated by him or by the Synod, after which the

organization shall be effected and the business shall proceed according

to the Rules of Order prescribed by the General Synod.

Art. ioi. A Synod shall annually review the proceedings of its

Classes. The report of the Committee on this subject shall embrace

the following topics

:

1. Things censurable, as a violation of the Constitution of the

Church, or an offence against propriety or a neglect of duty.

2. Requests and references from the Classes to the Synod.

3. Complaints and appeals to the Synod.
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4. Decisions of the Classes on subjects referred to them by the

Synod.
. , i- • i

r Licensures, ordinations, ordained ministers received, dismissed,

deceased, suspended or deposed, licentiates received or dis-

missed and licenses revoked.

6 Time and place of next annual meeting of each Classis, with the

names and postoffice addresses of its President, Stated Clerk

and Treasurer.

Art 102 The actions of the Classes upon an ordinance or an

amendment of the Constitution of the Church shall be incorporated

in regular order in the minutes of the Synod, and appear in the printed

copy thereof, for the information of the General Synod.

Art 103 A Synod has power to hear and determine complaints

and appeals, to give advice in a case referred to it by a Classis, to es-

tablish new Classes within its own limits, and to determine all contro-

versies between Classes and between ministers or congregations of

different Classes. A Classis, however, cannot be dissolved, nor can any

part of it be united with another Classis, without its own consent.

Art 104 A Synod, either separately or in connection with one

or more'adjacent Synods, may establish and maintain colleges and other

literary institutions, and shall have control over them.

Art ids A Synod, or two or more adjacent Synods, may with

the consent of the General Synod establish a Theological Seminary.

The Board of Trustees and the Board of Visitors of such Seminary

shall be elected by said Synod or Synods, and shall report to them

annually No Theological Seminary shall hereafter be established

except by a Synod or Synods. The Teachers of Theology and other

officers shall be amenable only to the Synod or Synods by which they

are elected and supported, subject to charter regulations.

Art io6 Each Synod shall give necessary attention to the educa-

tion of pious young men for the gospel ministry and to the cause of

missions, both in the home and in> the foreign field. Its -missionary

operations shall be under the aulharity and control of the General

Synod.

Art I07 A Synod, either separately or in connection with one or

more Synods, may establish and maintain a Board of Publication,

whose particular purpose shall be the publication and sale of such

church papers and books as are adapted to promote sound knowledge

and true religion. At every annual meeting of the Synod or Synods,

the Board shall submit for examination and review a full statement

of its operations during the year and of its present condition.

Art io8. A special meeting of Synod shall be called by the

President, or in case of his death or removal by the Stated Clerk,

whenever six ministers and four elders, members of the Synod, request
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it in a , written communication specifying the particular business to be

transacted. At least three weeks before the Synod convenes the Stated

Clerk shall notify the members by circular of the time and place of

meeting and of the items of business that will claim attention.

Art. 109. All credentials, calls to Teachers of Theology and agree-

ments to which Synod is a party, shall be signed by the President and

the Stated Clerk, and have the seal of Synod attached. The Stated

Clerk shall attest all extracts from the records of Synod, and have

charge of all the records, papers and seal of Synod, and shall submit to

the General Synod at its stated meeting three or more duly authen-

ticated printed copies of the proceedings of every meeting held since

the preceding stated meeting of that body.

Section 6.

The General Synod.

Art. I id. The General Synod represents the whole Church, and

is composed of ministers and elders delegated by the Classes. It is the

highest judicatory and the last resort in all cases respecting the

government of the Church not finally adjudicated by the Synods. Its

title shall be: The General Synod of the Reformed Church in the
United States.

Art. III. In the General Synod a Classis consisting of not more

than ten ministers shall be represented by one minister and one elder;

a Classis of more than ten and not more than twenty, by two ministers

and two elders, and so on in the same ratio. Any number of delegates

representing a majority of the Classes shall constituie a quorum, when
convened at the time and place appointed for a meeting. At least one-

third of the delegates shall be elders.

Art. 112. The General Synod shall meet triennially at the time

and place appointed. The sessions shall be opened with religious serv-

ices, including the preaching of a sermon by the President or by some
member designated by him or by the General Synod, after which the

organization shall be effected and the business shall proceed according

to its Rules of Order.

Art. 113. A special meeting of the General Synod shall be called

by the Presidemt, or in case of biS' death by the Stated Clerk,

whenever fourteen ministers and seven elders, representing a

majority of the Synods, present a written request specifying the par-

ticular business to be transacted. At least six weeks before the time

of meeting the Stated Clerk shall issue a circular to the members,

informing them of the time and place of meeting and specifying the

items of business to be considered.

Art. 114. The General Synod shall review the proceedings of the

Synods and approve or disapprove their acts, and shall receive and act



235

upon those portions of the minutes of Classes submitted to it. It has

power to maintain correspondence with sister Churches, to hear and

determine complaints and appeals, to decide controversies between

Synods amd between Classes of different Synods, and also to give

counsel in cases referred to it "by one or more Synods. It may, at 'the

request of four adjacent Classes and with the consent of the Synod or

Synods within whose bounds they lie constitute ithem a 'Synod.

Art. 115. The General Synod shall diligently prosecute the work

of Home Missions and of Foreign Missions, of Orphans' Homes, and

the general Sunday-school work of the Church by Boards, which are

to be elected and governed in their proceedings in accordance with the

provisions of their respective charters. At every triennial meeting of

the General Synod each Board shall submit for revision a report of

its operations during the previous three years and a statement of its

present condition.

Art. 116. The General Synod may appoint a standing committee

on Young People's Societies, through which committee the work of

such societies may be brought to its attention.

Art. 117. The General Synod shall devise and maintain an effi-

cient plan for the support of aged and infirm ministers who are without

adequate means of self-support and are recommended for aid by the

Classis to which they belong. The plan shall also include the needy

widows of deceased ministers.

Art. 118. The General Synod shall prepare the following forms:

constitution for a congregation ; constitution for a Joint Consistory

;

certificate of licensure; testimonial of ordination; certificate of dis-

mission of a minister; call to a minister; call to a Teacher of Theology;

certificate of dismission of a church member; statistical report of a

pastoral charge; statistical report of a Classis; statistical report of a

Synod; church register; accusations; citation of an accused person;

citation of a witness; form for qualifying a witness; order of business

and rules of order for the Classes, the Synods and the General Synod.

These forms may be changed or amended at any stated meeting of the

General Synod by a two-thirds vote.

Art. 119. All proposed ordinances of the Church, such as a

Constitution, a Catechism, a hymn book and a liturgy as well as all

amendments of ordinances, must first be approved by a two-thirds vote

of the General Synod at a stated meeting, and then be submitted to all

the Classes for adoption or rejection. If at the next stated meeting of

the General Synod it shall appear that more than one-third of the

Classes have rejected the ordinance or amendment, the same is re-

jected and shall be so declared by the General Synod; otherwise it

shall be declared adopted and be binding on the whole Church.
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Art. 120. The original records of all proceedings of the General

Synod and all documents, letters and papers having reference to its

proceedings, shall be carefully preserved by the Stated Clerk and

deposited in such place as the General Synod shall direct ; and no

document or paper shall be removed therefrom by any person what-

ever without permission obtained from the General Synod, or during

its recess from its Stated Clerk.

Art. 121. At least forty days before the regular meeting of the

General Synod its Stated Clerk shall furnish the Stated Clerks of the

several Classes with the blank form of the credentials for delegates to

General Synod.

Art. 122. The Stated Clerk of the General Synod shall provide

and accurately keep a Register of Licensures and Ordinations of min-

isters throughout the Church, said Register showing the full name of

the licentiate or ordained minister, with the date "of licensure or ordi-

nation or both, the name of the Classis by which the minister was

licensed or ordained, and the time and place of licensure or ordination,

the time and place of the minister's decease, with sufficient space for

memoranda of the facts in case of the dismission of the minister to

another Church, or of erasure of his name in the case of a transfer of

his church relationship without dismission, or in case of his suspension

or deposition from the ministry. The Register shall have an alpha-

betical index.

Part III.

DISCIPLINE.

Section i.

Discipline in General.

Art. 123. Christian discipline is the exercise of that authority

and the application of those laws which the Lord Jesus Christ has

established in his Church, to preserve its purity and honor and to

promote the spiritual welfare of its members.

Art. 124. An offense is anything in the doctrine, principles or

practice of a church member, officer or judicatory which is contrary to

the Word of God ; and nothing shall be admitted as matter of accusa-

tion or considered an offense which cannot be proved to be contrary

to the Scriptures or to the regulations of the Church founded thereon.

The following sins especially merit discipline : heresy, schism, blas-

phemy, adultery, fornication, lascivious wantonness, theft, fraud, per-

jury, lying, contentiousness, intemperance, profanation of the Lord's

Day, impudent scoffing, cruelty and other violations of the Ten

Commandments.
Art. 125. Discipline shall be exercised in the form of admonition,

censure, erasure of name, suspension, deposition and excommunica-

tion.
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Art. 126. Should any of the lower judicatories pass an action of

censure or reproof upon an individual or any party in the Church in

their unavoidable absence, the Secretary or Stated Clerk of said judica-

tory shall give those concerned immediate notice of such action; and

should they feel aggrieved by it, they shall have ten days time from

date of notice for giving notice of appeal to the officers of said judica-

tory, and ten days further time for lodging their reasons for appeal.

Art. 127. Every case in which there is a charge of offense against

a church member or officer shall be known, in its original and appellate

stages, as a judicial case. Every other case shall be known as a non-

judicial or administrative case.

Section 2.

Members—Unconfinited and Continued.

Art. 128. All members of the Church are subject to its govern-

ment and discipline. If the unconfirmed fall into sinful ways, the pastor

and elders shall remind the parents or sponsors of their duty in regard

to them, and shall also seek by direct approach to bring them to the

obedience of Christ.

Art. 129. Members of the Church who upon being convicted of an

offense reject the admonition of the Spiritual Council or the judicatory

that found them guilty, or who have committed an act of public scandal,

shall be suspended from the communion of the Church. Those thus

suspended shall be treated not as enemies, but as erring brethren, and
shall be admonished as such, in accordance with apostolic direction

(2 Thess. 3:6-15). But if this suspension and these admonitions be

ineffectual, offenders shall be excommunicated (Matthew 18:17). A
suspension may or may not be announced publicly, at the discretion of

the church judicatory that tried the case; a sentence of excommunica-

tion, however, shall always be publicly pronounced.

Art. 130. If a member shall neglect to partake of the Holy
Communion or refuse to contribute to the support of the Church, or

continuously absent himself from the public worship for a period of

one 3'ear, such conduct shall be regarded as an offense against the

Church, and he shall be admonished by the pastor or elders. If after

admonition he continue in such neglect of duty for another year, the

Spiritual Council shall notify him that he is no longer in good and

regular standing. If before the expiration of another year he shall

express a desire to be reinstated and shall promise to attend to his

duties, the Spiritual Council shall reinstate him. If at the end of

the third year he shall express no desire for reinstatement, or if any

member shall unite with another congregation or denomination without

a certificate of dismission, the Spiritual Council in either case shall

erase his name from the church register.
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Section 3.

Ministers, Elders and Deacons.

Art. 131. If a minister, an elder -or a deacon shall commit an

offense which brings dishonor upon the Church or be punishable in

the criminal courts, he shall upon trial and conviction by a church

judicatory be removed from his office: if an elder or a deacon, by the

Spiritual Council ; if a minister, by his Classis. In case a minister be

involved in a grave public scandal, the Spiritual Council shall tempor

arily prevent him from exercising his ministerial functions and refer

him at once to his Classis for trial.

Art. 132. If an ill report concerning the moral conduct of a

minister, an elder or a deacon be in circulation, the Spiritual Council

shall institute an immediate investigation, and proceed as the interests

of religion and justice to the individual may require. If the Spiritual

Council neglect to investigate ill reports concerning a minister, the

Classis shall investigate them without waiting to be requested by the

Spiritual Council. But if the Classis discover that the Spiritual

Council is already occupied with the case, it shall for a reasonable

time await the result of the inquiry. No prosecution based on evil

rumors shall be instituted unless there is a specification of some par-

ticular sin or sins, and the rumors are generally circulated, perma-

nent and not transient, and accompanied with strong presumption of

truth.

Art. 133. If a pastor shall have been suspended or deposed from

his ministerial office, the relation previously existing between him and

his pastoral charge shall be dissolved and the charge declared vacant.

Art. 134. If a minister accused of an offense shall refuse to

appear, either in person or by counsel, after having been cited twice, he

shall for his contumacy be suspended from his ofhce; and if after

another citation he refuse to appear, either in person or by counsel,

he shall be suspended from the communion of the Church, if the

alleged offense warrant such suspension.

Art. 135. No accusation in case of scandal shall be heard unless

presented within one year after the crime is alleged to have been com-

mitted, except it can be shown that insurmountable difficulties existed

which prevented the presentation of the accusation within that time.

Section 4.

Parties in Cases of Process.

Art. 136. Judicial proceedings against alleged offenders shall be

instituted only on accusation of a communicant member or by a judica-

tory finding it necessary to investigate an offense.

Art. 137. When an individual brings an accusation, he shall be

named as the accuser; and when an accusation is brought by a judica-
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tory of the Church, "The Reformed Church in the United States"

shall be named as the accuser. The person or persons against whom
the accusation is brought shall be named as the accused.

Art. 138. When an accusation has been brought by a judicatory,

it shall appoint a committee of one or more of its members to conduct

the proceeding in all its stages until its final issue is reached, it being

provided that the judicatory which appointed the committee may change

it, and may also appoint assistant counsel in the case at any

stage of the proceeding, the same privilege either of engaging other

counsel or of engaging assistant counsel being accorded to the accused.

Art. 139. In cases of alleged personal injuries, no proceeding

shall be allowed unless those means for reconciliation have been tried

and have failed which are required by our Lord (Matt. 18:15-17).

Section 5.

Charges and SpeciRcations.

Art. 140. The charge or charges shall be in writing and shall

set forth the alleged offense, and the specifications shall set forth the

facts relied upon to sustain the charge or charges. Each offense shall

be set forth as a separate charge; and each specification shall declare, as

far as possible, the time, place and circumstances of the offense, and

shall be accompanied with the names of the witnesses.

Section 6.

Process and Trial.

Art. 141. When charges are made that an offense has been com
mitted, they must be filed in duplicate with the Stated Clerk or Secre-

tary of the judicatory to which they are directed, one copy thereof to

be for the use of the accuser and the other copy for the use of the

accused. The Stated Clerk or Secretary shall immediately inform the

President of the judicatory of the filing of the charges or accusations.

Art. 142. If the charges are made against a Stated Clerk or a

Secretary of the judicatory, they shall be filed with the presiding officer,

and he shall proceed to perform the duties of the Stated Clerk or

Secretary in the matter until another Stated Clerk or Secretary be

appointed for the occasion ; and if they be made against the presiding

officer, the Secretary or Stated Clerk shall proceed to perform the

duties of the presiding officer in the matter until the judicatory can

meet and appoint a presiding officer for the occasion.

Art. 143. The President of the judicatory in which the charges

have been filed, or in case of his disqualification the Secretary or

Stated Clerk, shall call a meeting for the hearing of the case^ in the

manner and form in which such judicatory is usually called for the

transaction of business. The Secretary or Stated Clerk, or in case of
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his disqualification the President, shall issue a citation according to

the form prescribed by the General Synod. Such citation and one of

the copies of the charges, with the names of the witnesses, shall be

served on the accused at least ten days before the trial, in person if

possible, otherwise either by leaving them at his last known place of

residence with an adult member of his family or household, or by
mailing them in a registered letter. The accuser shall also be notified

of the time and place of the trial by the Secretary or Stated Clerk, or

in case of his disqualification by the President, at least ten days

previous to the trial.

Art. 144. If the accused refuse to obey the citation, he shall be

cited a second time to appear at such time as the judicatory may deem
reasonable, but not within less than ten days. If he still refuse to

appear, he shall not only be liable to censure for contumacy, but the

judicatory may proceed with the investigation and decision of the case

as though he were present, in which case the judicatory shall appoint

some person or persons to represent him as counsel.

Art. 145. The President, Stated Clerk or Secretary of the judica-

tory which is to hear a case shall, when requested, issue citation to the

witness or witnesses according to the form prescribed by the General

Synod.

Such citation shall be served upon each witness in like manner

as provided in Article 143 for service of citation upon the accused.

A person disobeying a citation thus issued and served is guilty of

disobedience and contempt, and may for such offense be suspended

(if a member of the Church) from the rights and privileges of the

Church, or be reprimanded by the judicatory.

Art. 146. The testimony of witnesses who on account of dis-

tance, ill health or other unavoidable circumstances cannot appear at

the trial of a case, may be taken by either party before a notary public

or a justice of the peace, or before a member of the Church desig-

nated as a commissioner by the judicatory, provided the party in whose

interest the testimony is taken notify the opposite party at least ten

days previous when and where the testimony is to be given and what it

is expected to prove. The opposite party may be present and cross-

examine the witness, or send questions for such cross-examination.

The testimony thus taken may be read at any and all stages of the

trial, provided the notary or justice or commissioner has certified thereto

that said witnesses were duly qualified and that the testimony is their

testimony and was reduced to writing by him and was taken at the time

and place specified in the notice.

Art. 147. Trials shall be conducted in open or secret session, as

the majority of the judicatory may determine.

Art. 148. An accuser may be represented by counsel, but only
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ministers and elders of the Reformed Church in the United States, in

good and regular standing, shall appear as counsel in a judicatory.

Art. 149. Exceptions to the jurisdiction of the judicatory, to the

regularity of its organization, to the sufficiency of the charges and

specifications, must be made at the meeting named in the citations,

either before or after the charges are made. The judicatory shall de-

termine all such preliminary objections, and may dismiss the case, or,

in the furtherance of justice, may permit amendments to the specifi-

cations or charges which do not change their nature.

Art. 150. If the proceedings be found in order and the charges

and specifications be considered sufficient to put the accused on his

defense, and there be no acknowledgment of guilt, the trial shall pro-

ceed; but if the guilt be acknowledged, the judicatory shall pronounce

sentence without further process of trial.

Art. 151. The witnesses after being sworn or affirmed by the

President or by any member of the body whom he shall appoint, shall

be examined, and, if desired, cross-examined, and otlier competent

evidence may be presented. Questions as to order or evidence shall

be decided by the President, subject to exception by either of the

parties at the time the decision is rendered, and such decisions, if de-

sired by either party, shall be entered upon the records of the case.

Art. 152. All persons, including the accuser and the accused, are

competent witnesses, except such as do not believe in the existence of

God or in a future state of reward and punishment, or have not suffi-

cient intelligence to understand the obligation of an oath. Any witness

may be challenged for incompetency, and the judicatory shall decide

the question.

Art. 153. A member of the judicatory may be one of the witnesses

in a case which comes before it. He shall be qualified as other witnesses

are, and after having given his testimony may immediately resume his

seat as a member of the judicatory, but shall have no vote in the case

in any of the judicatories of the Church.

Art. 154. Exceptions to any of the rulings or proceedings in the

trial may be taken by either of the parties, and shall be entered on

the record to be available in case of an appeal.

Art. 155. The charge or charges and specifications and the de-

cision of the judicatory and notice of appeal, if any, shall be entered

on the minutes of the judicatory, all of which, together with the evi-

dence in the case duly filed and authenticated by the clerk of the judica-

tory, shall constitute the record of the case. If demanded, copies of

the record shall be promptly furnished to the parties at their expense.

The fees charged shall not exceed five cents for each one hundred

words, including certificate of correctness attached to the copy.

Art. 156. Decisions in judicial proceedings must be rendered by a

majority vote of the members of the judicatory present during the
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entire progress of the trial. A separate vote must be taken on each

charge. No sentence, however, of excommunication of a member, or

of suspension or deposition of a minister, elder or deacon from office,

shall be valid except by concurrence of two-thirds of the members

voting. The decision and the sentence shall be publicly pronounced by

the President in the judicatory at the conclusion of the proceedings.

Motion for a new trial or for a mitigation of sentence shall be heard

and decided immediately after the conclusion of the trial. Decisions,

sentence, exceptions, motions and further proceedings thereon and

notice of appeal shall be duly recorded in the minutes of the trial in

the order in which they occur.

Section 7.

References.

Art. 157. A reference is a submission of a pending matter by a

lower to the next higher judicatory, and may be made either for

advice or for ultimate decision by such higher judicatory.

Art. 158. In matters of reference members of the lower judica-

tory may vote in the higher judicatory.

Art. 159. A judicatory may refuse to give final judgment in a

matter of reference, and may remit the whole case either with or

without advice to the lower judicatory.

Art. i6o. In all cases of reference the record of the proceedings

in the lower judicatory shall be transmitted to the higher judicatory,

and the judicatory to which a reference is made shall determine the

method of procedure to be adopted for hearing and disposing of such

reference.

Section 8.

Complaints.

Art. 161. A complaint is a written representation made for griev-

ances other than those that necessitate an accusation and a judicial

trial. Any member of the Church in good and regular standing shall

have the right of complaint, provided that due notice be given to the

party against whom complaint is made.

Art. 162. If the constitutional requirements for the regularity of

a complaint shall have been met, the judicatory to which the com-

plaint has been made shall declare it in order; and all complaints shall

be so disposed of by the judicatory to which they are made that a just,

correct and intelligent conclusion may be reached.

Art. 163. If the official act or decision of an officer of the Church

be the ground of complaint, the complaint shall be brought before the

judicatory in whose name or authority he acted. Duplicate copies of

the complaint shall be lodged by the complainant with the Secretary or

Stated Clerk of the judicatory, one of which copies shall be served by
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the Secretary oi* the Stated Clerk on the ofiicer complained against at

least ten days before it is heard.

Art. 164. If the official decision of a church judicatory be com-

plained of, the complaint shall be brought before the ne.xt higher judica-

tory. Immediate notice of complaint shall be given, and shall be re-

corded by the Secretary or the Stated Clerk, and the President shall

at once appoint a committee to defend the action of the judicatory be-

fore the ne.xt higher tribunal. Duplicate copies of the complaint and of

the reasons therefor must be filed by the complainant with the Secre-

tary or Stated Clerk of the body complained of within thirty days

after the final adjournment of the body. If reasons of complaint shall

have been filed with the Secretary or Stated Clerk within the prescribed

time, he shall at once inform the chairman of the committee appointed

to defend the judicatory, and furnish him with one of the duplicate

copies of the complaint and the reasons therefor. Notice of complaint,

together with the complaint and the reasons therefor, filed with the

Secretary or the Stated Clerk, shall be certified by him to the next

higher tribunal before which at its next session such complaint shall

be heard.

Art. 165. Neither the complainant nor the persons complained of

nor the members of the judicatory complained of shall vote in the case

in any of the judicatories of the Church.

Art. 166. Either of the parties to a complaint may complain to

the next higher judicatory.

Art. 167. The judicatory against which a complaint is made shall

send up its records to the higher judicatory, together with all papers

relating to the matter of the complaint.

Art. 16S. The same method of procedure in case of a complaint

shall prevail as in case of appeal, as provided in Articles 179 and 180

of this Constitution.

Art. 169. The effect of a complaint, if sustained, may be the

reversal in whole or in part of the action or decision complained of.

Where a complaint is sustained, the lower judicatory shall be directed

how to dispose of the matter.

Art. 170. Whenever a complaint is entered against a decision of

a judicatory by at least one-third of the members, recorded as present

when the decision was made, the execution of the decision shall be

stayed until the final issue of the case in a higher judicatory.

Section 9.

Appeals.

Art. 171. An appeal is the removal of a judicial case by a written

representation from a lower to a higher judicatory, and may be taken

by either of the original parties from the judgment of the lower judica-

tory.
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Art. 172. If an appeal he taken from the decision of a judicatorj'

in a judicial case, the judicatory that rendered the decision shall defend

its position in the higlicr judicatory by and through such representa-

tives as it may deem proper to appoint; said representatives, however,

shall be ministers or elders, or both, of the Reformed Church in the

United States.

Art. 173. Irregularities in the proceedings; refusal to entertain an

appeal ; refusal of reasonable indulgence to a party on trial ; receiving

improper, or declining to receive important, testimony; undue haste;

manifestation of prejudice in the conduct of a case; mistake or injustice

in the decision, or in any of the rulings of the judicatory in matters

appertaining to the case; undue severity of sentence—are good and suf-

ficient reasons for an appeal.

Art. 174. Written notice of appeal, with duplicate copies of speci-

fications of errors alleged, shall be given within thirty days after the

adjournment of the judicatory, to the Stated Clerk or Secretary of the

judicatory appealed from, and in case of his absence or disability or

death, to the President thereof, who shall file it, with the records and

all papers appertaining to the case, or a certified copy thereof, with

the Stated Clerk of the higher judicatory, on or before the second day

of its regular meeting next ensuing the date of the reception of said

notice, and shall furnish the chairman of the committee appointed to

defend the judicatory with one of the duplicate copies of specifications

of errors alleged.

Art. 175. The appellant shall appear, in person or by counsel,

before the judicatory appealed to, on or before the close of the second

day's session of its stated meeting, next ensuing the date of the filing of

the notice of appeal, prepared to proceed with the appeal. If the appel-

lant do not appear before the judicatory appealed to, and fail to show,

to the satisfaction of the judicatory, that said appellant was unavoid-

ably prevented from so doing, the appeal shall 'be considered abandoned,

and the judgment of the lower judicatory shall stand. The judicatory

appealed to shall proceed to hear an appeal whether the judicatory

appealed from appear or not, unless it is shown that notice of appeal

was not properly served on the judicatory appealed from.

Art. 176. All cases of appeal of which the records and papers,

or certified copies thereof, have been placed in the hands of the Stated

Clerk of the judicatory appealed to, shall be called up by him as soon as

possible after the permanent organization of the judicatory; he shall

state the names of the original parties, read the accusation and the

decision and sentence, state the names of the judicatory appealed from

and the names of the appellants, and read the reasons filed for the

appeal.

Art. 177. In case the Secretary or Stated Clerk of the lower

judicatory have failed to file the records of an appeal as provided in
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Article 174^ he shall be referred to his judicatory to be dealt with as

the case may require; and the appellant or llic judicatory appealed from

may furnish a copy of said records, and, provided both shall agree as

to its correctness, the same shall be taken as if it had ])een filed by the

Secretary or Stated Clerk.

Art. 178. No testimony which has not been brought before the

lower judicatory shall be admitted in the higher, except by consent of

both parties. If new evidence arise which is likely to alter the aspect

of the case materially, the case must be sent back to the lower judica-

tory for a new investigation.

Art. 179. After an appeal shall have been called up and stated

by the clerk, the presiding officer shall appoint a committee whose

duty it shall be to take charge of all the records and papers in the case,

examine the same thoroughly, and report thereon

:

1. Whether or not the appeal is regular and ready for hearing.

2. Propose to the judicatory the day and the liour the appeal shall

be heard.

3. The time to be granted each party to present the case.

Art. 180. When the time appointed for the hearing of an appeal

arrives, it shall have precedence over all other business and shall be

heard as follows

:

1. The papers and records in the case shall be read in proper order,

except such parts as may be omitted by consent.

2. The parties shall be heard, the appellant opening and closing.

3. Opportunity shall be given to the members of the judicatory ap-

pealed from to be heard.

4. Opportunity shall be given to llic menvbcrs of the higher judica-

tory to be heard.

5. The vote shall then be taken witlmut further debate separately

on each specification, the question being put in the form:

Shall the specification be sustained? The specification having

been read by the clerk and the question put by the President,

the roll shall be called and the vote taken. If no one of the

specifications be sustained and no error be found, the judgment

of the lower judicatory shall stand. If an error or errors be

found, the judicatory appealed to shall determine whether the

judgment of the lower judicatory shall be reversed or modified,

or the case remanded for a new trial ; and the decision, accom-

panied with a recital of the error or errors found, shall be

entered on the record. If the judicatory deem it wise, a defin-

ition of its action may be adopted, which shall be part of the

record of the case.

Art. 181. Neither the appellant nor the members of the judicatory

appealed from shall vole in the case in any of the judicatories of the

Church.
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Art. 182. Th€ necessary effect of an appeal is to stay all further

proceedings in the case of admonition, of censure or of erasure of

name; but in the case of suspension or of deposition or of excommuni-
cation the judgment shall remain in force until finally reversed.

Art. 183. The decision of the last judicatory to which an appeal

is taken shall be valid and binding.

Section 10.

Judicial Committee.

Art. 184. The General Synod shall have power to appoint a Ju-

dicial Committee, consisting of five ministers and four elders, delegates

to the General Synod, not more than two of whom shall uc appointed

from the delegates of the Classes embraced by any one Synod.

All complaints and appeals, not involving charges of errors in

fundamental Christian doctrines, when brought before the General

Synod, may be referred to this Committee.

The Committee shall meet during the sessions of the General Synod
to hear the appeals or complaints referred to it, and shall determine,

under the provisions of the Constitution, the regularity or irregularity

of all the papers, and consider the question or qualities at issue, and

then by a majority shall come to a decision on the case. It shall bring

in a report of its finding, giving a succinct statement of the main issue.

If the General Synod by a majority vote approve the report, it shall

stand as the final decision of the General Synod.

Important interests at stake, which are likely to suffer in the long

intervals between the triennial meetings of the General Synod, may be

heard by the Judicial Committee during the intervals, the same as if

the General Synod were in session, provided that both parties to an ap-

peal or a complaint unite in a petition to the Committee requesting the

meeting, and be willing to abide by the decision of the Judicial Com-
mittee thus assembled in special session

;
provided further, that the

Judicial Committee consent to convene in special session, and that

thirty days' notice of the time, place and purpose of the meeting be

given to the parties to the appeal or complaint, and that the necessary

expenses of the Judicial Committee be paid by the parties requesting

the meeting.

Section ii.

Restoration.

Art. 185. Members of the Church, deacons, elders, licentiates or

ministers who are under discipline may be reinstated either by the

judicatory which disciplined them, or, with its official consent, by a co-

ordinate judicatory, provided, however, that the evidence of their re-
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pentance and amendment be satisfactory. The reinstatement of a min-

ister shall not be final until it shall have been approved by the Synod.

Art. i86. A minister or a licentiate who has been deposed for the

sin of adultery or of fornication or for any offense that affixes a public

scandal to his character shall not be restored to the ministry unless it

shall clearly appear to the judicatory which deposed him that the

restoration can be effected without injury to the cause of religion.

Art. 187. If a minister shall have been deposed but not excom-

municated, he shall be entitled to the rights of a lay member, and

Classis shall furnish him with a certificate to any congregation with

which he may desire to connect himself. Such certificate shall state

his exact relation to the Church.

Part IV.

DOCTRINE AND WORSHIP.

Section i.

Doctrine.

Art. 188. The Holy Scriptures of the Old and the New Testament

which are called canonical, being recognized as genuine and inspired,

are received as the true and proper Word of God and the ultimate rule

and measure of the whole Christian faith and doctrine.

Art. 189. The Heidelberg Catechism is received as an authorita-

tive expression of the truths taught in the Holy Scriptures, and is

acknowledged to be the standard of doctrine in the Reformed Church

in the United States.

Section 2.

Worship,

Art. 190. The essential parts of public worship in the sanctuary

are an invocation, singing, prayer, reading the Word, preaching a ser-

mon, giving the offerings, and the benediction. The order of worship

and the selection of hymns approved or recommended by the General

Synod shall be used in the regular Lord's Day service.

Art. 191. The chief festivals of the Church Year, Christmas, Good
Friday, Easter, Ascension, Pentecost and Trinity Sunday, and all days

appointed by ecclesiastical or civil authority for fasting or thanksgiving,

should be duly respected and observed by congregations and families

by attending public worship in their churches.

Art. 192. The Lord's Day (Sunday) shall be kept as a holy day,

devoted to the public worship of the Lord in the sanctuary, to reading

the Holy Scriptures, to private devotions and to works of love and

mercy. Week-day meetings for prayer and' daily family worship are

also commended as important religious services.
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Section 3.

The Sacraments.

Art, 193. The Sacraments of the Church, instituted by Christ, are

two : Holy Baptism and the Lord's Supper.

Art. 194. Children are received into the Church by baptism and

are subject to its care and discipline. As soon as they are old enough

to learn the Catechism and to be benefited by the pastor's instruction,

they shall become members of the catechetical class.

Art. 195. A child shall be baptized if one of its parents be a

member of the Christian Church; but if neither be a member, it should

not be baptized unless one of its parents shall manifest a desire to be

admitted to the communion of the Church and promise to profit by the

next opportunity, in which case the child shall be baptized.

Art. 196. Sponsors may be admitted in the baptism of infants,

but the parents themselves must also assume every obligation. No per-

son, however, shall be a sponsor who is not in full communion with

some branch of the Christian Church. This, in connection with the

previous article, shall not be so construed as to prevent persons who
adopt orphans or other children into their families from offering them

to God in baptism.

Art. 197. Adults shall be baptized, if a minister has ascertained

that they possess correct views of Christian doctrine, give evidence of

true repentance and faith and are willing to yield obedience to the re-

quirements of Christ. But if in these respects the minister discover

deficiencies, he shall direct them to attend the usual catechetical in-

struction, and afterward proceed in relation to them as with other

catechumens. If this, however, be impracticable, he shall instruct them

in some other suitable way.

Art. 198. Baptism shall be administered publicly in the church, if

possible. The forms provided in the liturgy of the Reformed Church

in the United States shall be used.

Art. 199. The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper shall be publicly

observed in every congregation at least twice a year, and the celebra-

tion conducted according to the established order of the Reformed

Church in the United States,

Art. 200. A service shall be held preparatory to the observance

of the Lord's Supper. A meeting of the Spiritual Council shall be held

before the communion is administered, and diligent inquiry shall be

made whether any member has departed from the faith either in doc-

trine or in practice, to the end that all improper persons may be ex-

cluded from the Lord's table; and if the elders neglect this duty, the

pastor is empowered to exercise it. In the congregational records the

dates on which the holy communion has been administered and the

names of the members who have communed shall be noted.

Art. 201. Only members of the Church who are in full member-

ship and not under discipline shall be admitted to the communion of
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the Lord's Supper. Members, in good standing, of other congregations

of the Reformed Church, and of other denominations holding the es-

sential doctrines of the gospel, should be invited to participate in the

observance of this Sacrament.

Art. 202. The Lord's Supper shall be administered to the sick

and infirm communicants who are not able to come to the house of God
and who express a desire to receive the Sacrament. An elder shall

convey the elements to such persons when the pastor cannot minister

to them. Whenever possible the bread and wine consecrated in the

church shall be used.

Section 4.

Rites.

Art. 203. Confirmation, ordination and marriage are sacred

church rites, which shall be administered according to the order pre-

scribed in the liturgy of the Church.

Art. 204. Every pastor shall carefully prepare the youth in his

pastoral charge for communicant membership in the Church by dili-

gently instructing them in the doctrines and duties of the Christian

religion. The Heidelberg Catechism shall be used in such instruction.

Art. 205. Before admitting applicants for confirmation into full

communion with the Church, the Spiritual Council shall be satisfied

that the candidates understand the fundamental truths of the Christian

religion and are governed by them in their walk and conversation.

Art. 206. In the act of ordination, whether in the case of a minis-

ter, an elder or a deacon, only ordained ministers and elders of the

Church shall take part, as provided in Article 60 in this Constitution.

A person once ordained, whether he be a minister of the gospel, an

elder or a deacon, is ordained to his particular office for life.

Art. 207. Marriage is an ordinance of God and should be solem-

nized in accordance with the laws of the Church as well as of the State.

A minister shall not unite in marriage a divorced person who is known
to have been the guilty party in a divorce decree on the ground of

adultery, which is the only Scriptural ground.

Art. 208. Members of the Cluirch, having died in the faith and

hope of the gospel, shall receive a Christian burial; the burial service

shall be conducted according to the order prescribed by the Church.

AMENDMENTS.
Art. 209. This Constitution may be amended or altered in any

article by a two-thirds vote of the General Synod, with the concurrence

of two-thirds of the Classes.

Respectfully submitted,

Rev. George W. Richards, D.D., Chairman.

Rev. John H. Sechler, D.D., Secretary.

Rev. Martin Vitz.

Elder John W. Appel^ Esq.

Elder Horace Ankeney.
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The draft of the new Constitution submitted by the com-

mittee to General Synod for further consideration was taken

up section by section at intervals during several of its sessions,

making such corrections and amendments to each section as

were deemed necessary to meet the wants of the entire Church,

and under this corrected and improved form, was finally fav-

orably commended to the several Classes for their approval.

The following action was adopted

:

Resolved, That the foregoing constitution, as amended,

be, and hereby is, sent down to the several Classes for their

approval.

To carry out the instructions in Article ii8, page 28, in

regard to forms, the Committee on Constitution was appointed

as the committee (with the name of Dr. H. T. Spangler sub-

stituted for the name of Dr. J, H. Sechler) who are requested

to report at the next triennial sessions.

A committee was appointed, consisting of Revs. Drs, Ph.

Vollmer, of German Synod of the East; M. Vitz, of the

Central Synod, and H. C. Nott, Synod of Northwest, to make

a German translation of the constitution as amended and ap-

proved by General Synod.

The following vote of thanks was unanimously adopted

:

Resolved, That this Synod expresses its grateful apprecia-

tion of the diligent, painstaking and faithful labors of the

committee which prepared the constitution, which has, at this

meeting, been approved and sent down to the Classes for adop-

tion ; and expresses, also, its confident hope and expectation

that, through their labors, the question of a new constitution,

for so many years a matter of anxiety and concern to this

Synod, will prove to have finally reached a satisfactory setle-

ment.

ARTICLE XIX.

SYNODICAL ARCHIVES.

The following list of books as noted in the report on

Overtures, were received by General Synod, with thanks, and

ordered to be placed in the Archives

:



^51

A copy of the "Life of Rev. Calvin S. Gerhard, D.D.,'"

presented by the author, Rev. Thomas W. Dickert.

A copy of the book entitled, "The Unity of the Church in

the Light of the Scriptures," by Rev. A. Seyring; presented by

the author.

A copy of a book entitled, "Catechetical Bible Lessons,"

by Rev. Albert Qayton Shuman.

A copy of the "German Pioneers in Pennsylvania," by

Dr. George W. Richards
;
presented by Rev. C. B. Alspach.

A copy of the Swander Memorial Lectures, entitled, "Old

Truths in New Forms," published by the Reformed Church

Publication Board. Philadelphia, Pa.

A copy of the "History of Japan," by Rev. H. K. Miller,

missionary of the Reformed Church ; presented by the Board

of Foreign Missions.

ARTICLE XX.

FINANCE.

The Trieimial Report of the Treasurer of General Synod

was read by the Treasurer, on the eighth day of the sessions,

and referred, with accompanying vouchers, to the Standing

Committee on Finance. The report is as follows, to wit

:

[. TRIENNIAL REPORT OF THE TREASURER OF GENERAL SYNOD.

W. R. Barnhart. Treasurer, in account with the General Synod of

the Reformed Church in the United States.

receipts.

1902. Dr.

May 28. Amount in Treasurer's hand $3,56o 88

1900.

May 7. From John J. Nissey, Eastern Synod 29 79

June 20. Jolm W. Forney, in full for back payment,

Potomac Synod 49 47

1903.

May 2. Rev. D. B. Shuey, Interior Synod, on con-

tingent 36 00

Aug. 3. A Seyring, Central Synod, on contingent.. 199 00
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Aug. II. Aaron Esterly, Ohio Synod, contingent in

full 312 00

Aug. 21. A. Seyring, Central Synod, contingent in full 7600
Sept. II. F. M. Hoff, Synod of Northwest, on con-

tingent 100 00

Oct. I. Rev. Leader, Pittsburg Synod, on contingent 75 00

Oct. 17. S. M. Gingrich, Eastern Synod, on con-

tingent 648 00

Oct. 24. S. M. Gingrich, Eastern Synod, on con-

tingent 129 00

1904.

Feb. 13. G. W. Forney, Potomac Synod, on con-

tingent 300 00

Mar. 18. S. M. Gingrich, Eastern Synod, on con-

tingent 318 00

Apr. 27. Dr. Heller, Pittsburg Synod, on contingent 75 00

May 13. Dr. Hoffheins, Potomac Synod, on account. 35 00

June 25. S. M. Gingrich, Eastern Synod, on con-

tingent 170 75

Aug. 18. D. B. Shuey, Synod of interior, on con-

tingent 36 00

Aug. 30. F. M. Hoff, Synod of Northwest, on con-

tingent 100 00

Sept. 3. Martin Hoengen, German Synod of East,

on contingent 100 00

Oct. 19. S. M. Gingrich, Eastern Synod, on con-

tingent overpaid 25 00

Oct. 19. Chas. M. Wolff, Potomac Synod, on contin-

gent overpaid 160 20

Dec. 28. Martin Hoengen, German Synod of East,

in full 7S 00

1905.

Feb. 27. Rev. D. B. Shuey, Treas. Interior Synod... ;^6 00

Apr. 12. F. W. Hoff, Treas., Synod of Northwest.. 65 00

May 4. Rev. Dr. A. J. Heller, Treas. Pittsburg

Synod 75 00

May 6. Rev. Dr. C. J. Musser, proceeds of Digest.. 91 40

May 16. Central Pub. House, royalty on Directory

of Worship and Forms of Worship 95 60

$6,973 09

1902. Cr.

May 28. Paid Rev. John M. Kendig for tickets for

General Synod $ 4 75

May 28. Rev. Dr. Schick, expenses of Synod's
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committees 6 75

May 28. Rev. A. E. Reiter, on traveling expenses.. 14 75

May 28. Rev. Bruce Griffith, traveling expenses 18 22

May 28. Mr. D. M. Jones, traveling expenses l8 22

May 28. Rev. G. C. Banmgartel, traveling expenses. . 16 75

May 28. Rev. D. H. Fousc, traveling expenses 25 00

May 28. Rev. J. H. Fisher, traveling expenses 16 85

May 28. Rev. T. C. Klotz, traveling expenses 14 50

May 28. Rev. E. E. Emhoff, traveling expenses 16 41

May 28. Rev. E. E. Greenstein, traveling expenses.. 16 50

May 28. Mr. John Link, traveling expenses 16 50

May 28. Mr. J. M. Lee, traveling expenses 18 26

May 28. Rev. G. Hafner, traveling expenses 56 00

May 28. Rev. Dr. Cort, Digest Com. expenses i 50

May 28. Rev. Dr. Cort, for services and expenses

of railroad rates 41 75

May 28. Rev. Jacob Hauser, traveling expenses 23 25

June 9. Rev. Dr. J. H. C. Roentgen, expenses in cor-

responding Continental Churches 4 10

June 9. Reformed Church Publication Board for

1,000 copies Digest 3^9 37

June 9. Rev. Dr. Rossiter, for use of churcii for

Synod 75 00

July 14. Reformed Church Publication Board, for

certificates of delegates 6 75

Sept. 2. Rev. Dr. John P. Stein, salary as Stated

Clerk 250 00

Sept. 2. Salary for one year for Treasurer of

General Synod 5° 00

Sept. 25. Reformed Church Pub. Board Manager... 588 55

Oct. 13. Rev. Dr. C. Cort, expenses Digest Com 100 00

Nov. 16. Rev. Dr. J. P. Stein, for postage and mailing

1,300 copies of Minutes of Synod and

small bills I53 92

1902.

Dec. I. Rev. E. Balaugh Pozsong, Hungary, and

costs, 50 cents 5050
Dec. 16. Rev. Dr. G. W. Richards, exp. Con. Com... 32 49

1903.

Jan. 15. Treasurer Hippie of the Alliance of Re-

formed Churches 390 00

Mar. 23. Rev. Dr. J. P. Stein, for E. & J. H. Pen-

gelly, for printing for General Synod. ... 46 80

June 4. Rev. Dr. A. E. Dahlman, salary and

small bill 180 40



254

June II. Rev. Dr. C. Cort, expenses as delegate

to the Dutch Synod 13 50

July 25. Rev. Dr. G. W. Richards, exp. Con. Com.. . 67 37
Sept. 21. Reformed Church Publication Board Man-

ager, for printing German Minutes 310 52

Dec. 2. Salary for one year of the Treasurer of

General Synod 50 00

Dec. 2. Treasurer Heiffle, of the Alliance of Re-

formed Churches 390 00

1904.

Jan. 18. Rev. Dr. G. W. Richards, exp. Con. Com.. . 163 89
Mar. 30. Rev. Dr. G. W. Richards, for printing Con.

Com. work in English and German
and postage 165 21

June 2. Rev. Dr. Musser, exp. to General Assembly 14 50

June 17. Rev. Dr. Ellis N. Kremer's expenses as

delegate to the Ev. Lutheran Synod.... 3 54
Oct. 23. Central Publishing Co., for work 4 00

Dec. 23. Rev. Dr. G. W. Richards, exp. Con. Com.. . 75 00

1905.

Jan. 4. Rev. Dr. G. W. Richards, exp. Con. Com.. . 139 91

Jan. 23. Treasurer Heipple, of the Alliance of Re-

formed Churches 390 00

Feb. 14. Treasurer of General Synod, i yr's salary.. 50 00

Feb. 15. Rev. Dr. J. P. Stein, for blanks, postage, ^s 77
May 5. Rev. Dr. George W. Richards, for printing

Constitutions and expenses 93 00

4,540 05

May 16. R-eceipts in full to date $6,973 09

Paid out to date 4.540 05

In hands of Treasurer 2.433 04

Respectfully submitted,

W. R. Barnhart.

II. REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE ON FINANCE.

The Standing Committee on Finance submitted its report

on the eighth day of the sessions. It was acted upon in its

several items, amended and adopted. The report is as follows

:

To the Rev0rm,d General Symod:

Dear Brethren—Your Committee on Finance begs

leave to submit the following report, namely

:

That it had in hand for consideration: (a) the report of
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the Treasurer of General Synod ; (b) the items covering the

amount of expenses incurred by Synod; (c) the amounts

apportioned for Home and Foreign Missions, Harbor Missions,

Hungarian and Bohemian Missions; (d) the action touching

the payment of one-half of the traveling expenses of the dele-

gates from beyond the Mississippi River and that of North

Carolina; (c) Item i6 in Report on Minutes of Synod, in

regard to Treasurer's Salary.

1. The Treasurer's report has been audited and found

correct

:

Receipts $6,973 09
Expenditures 4,540 05

Balance $2,433 04

Treasurer Barnhart fixed his salary at $50 per triennium,

which was accepted by your committee. He paid himself the

above sum per annum for the past three years. The salary

henceforth is and shall be Fifty Dollars per triennium.

2. The committee has apportioned $3,500 for contingent

expenses, upon the several District Synods.

3. The Committee has apportioned $75,000 for Home
Missions, and $10,500 for Church=building, upon the five Eng-

lish Synods; $70,000 for Foreign Missions, and $10,500 for

Hungarian, Harbor and Bohemian Missions, upon the several

District Synods.

Cofittngcnt Fund.—Eastern Synod, $1,428; Ohio Synod,

$356; Pittsburg Synod, $268; Potomac Synod, $550; Interior

Synod, $45 ; German Synod of East, $213 ; Central Synod,

$320 ; Synod of Northwest, $320.

Home Missions.—Eastern Synod, $40,700; Ohio Synod,

$10,000; Pittsburgh Synod, $7,500; Potomac Synod, $15,550;

Interior Synod, $1,250.

Foreign Missions—Eastern Synod, $28,900; Ohio Synod,

$6,950; Pittsburg Synod, $5,350; Potomac, $10,675; Interior

Synod, $850; German Synod of East, $4,175; Central Synod,

$6,550 ; Synod of the Northwest, $6,550.
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Hungaridn, Harbor and Bohemian Missions.—Eastern

Synod, $4,300; Ohio Synod, $1,050; Pittsburgh Synod, $800;

Potomac Synod, $1,650; Interior Synod, $140; German Synod

of East, $640; Central Synod, $960 ; Synod of Northwest, $960.

Church-building.—Eastern Synod, $8,025 ; Ohio Synod,

$2,170; Pittsburgh Synod. $1,485; Potomac Synod, $3,070;

Synod of Interior, $250.

4. The attention of Synod is called to the fact that the

amount of $75,000 for missions and $15,000 for church-building

are upon the five English Synods only, and are for each year

for three years.

The amounts apportioned for Foreign Missions and for

Hungarian, Harbor and Bohemian Missions are also an annual

apportionment, made upon all the Synods for three successive

years, and the amount apportioned upon all the Synods for

Contingent Fund is for the whole period of three years.

Respectfully submitted,

William A. Hale,

F. S. LiNDAMAN,

John A. Leuzinger,

F. J. Brand.

The following action was adopted :

Resolved, That the Treasurer of General Synod be, and

hereby is, instructed to pay one-half of the railroad expenses

of the delegates located in the territory of the Western Pas-

senger Association, and those of the Classis of North Carolina.

Resolved, That Rev. D. B. Shuey be, and hereby is, ap-

pointed to ascertain the amount to which each delegate is

entitled, and report the same to the Stated Clerk and Treasurer.

The report was presented by Rev. D. B. Shuey, and the Treas-

urer was instructed to pay the one-half of the railroad expenses

of those delegates that were entitled to fhe reduction. The
following is the report

:

Reported by Rev. D. B. Shuey, one-half of the expenses of dele-

gates from the territory of the Western Passenger Association and the

Classis of North Carolina.
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Illinois Classis—Rev. J. C. ITorning^

Rev. S. Ream
Elder A. F. Kerf

Iowa Classis—Rev. D. F. Boomershine ....

Rev. J. N. Neely

Elder E. George Davis

Kansas Classis—Rev. W. F. Curtis

Rev. J. A. Hunsicker

Elder Fred Isely

Elder A. L. Ranch
Wichita Classis—Rev. L. S. Faust

Elder J. T. Tredway
Lincoln Classis—Rev. P. M. Orr

Milwaukee Classis—Rev. H. C. Nott

Rev. C. Heyl

Minnesota Classis—Rev. G. D. Elliker

Ursinus Classis—Rev. E. E. Gruenstein ....

Missouri Classis—'W. F. Horstmeier

Manitoba Classis—Rev. W. Hansen

North Carolina Classis—Rev. J. L. Murphy
Rev. J. C. Leonard

Rev. C. B. Heller

Sheboygan Classis—Rev. Prof. H. A. Meier.

14 40
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REPORT ON PRINTING MINUTES OF GENERAL SYNOD.

The undersigned, according to instructions, had printed

6,600 copies in the English and 1,500 copies in the German
language. The distribution of the Minutes among the several

District Synods was made in accordance with the ratio of the

apportionments made respectively for contingent expenses,

based on the membership of the Church. These were sent in

quotas directly to the stated clerks of the several Classes in

accordance to instruction received from the stated clerks of

the several District Synods.

Respectfully submitted,

John Ph. Stein, Stated Clerk.

REPORT OF committee ON AWARDING CONTRACT FOR PRINTING

MINUTES OF GENERAL SYNOD.

In response to item 17, in Report on Minutes of General

Synod, the following report was received and adopted

:

To General Synod:

Your committee, appointed to receive bids for printing

6,600 English and 1,500 German copies of the minutes of

General Synod, respectfully report

:

That bids were received from Central Publishing House,

The Christian World Company, and from the Reformed

Church Publication Board of Philadelphia.

The bids presented were on the basis of 245 pages in

English edition of the acts and proceedings, 37 pages of statis-

tical tables, 7 pages of the ministerial register, 5 pages index

to schedule, and 5 pages general index ; the German translation

of 205 pages, with the same number of pages in statistical

tables, ministerial register, and index, as contained in English

edition, bound with the German minutes, giving the quality of

paper to be used, with price of every additional page in the

English and also in the German edition.

After a careful examination by the members of the com-
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mittee, the contract was awarded to the Reformed Church

Publication Board of Philadelphia, it being the lowest bidder.

Respectfully submitted,

H, MOSSER,

Benj. Y. Shearer,

J. H. Stein.

Instructions were given that the Stated Clerk have printed

6.600 copies in the English and 1,500 copies in the German

language, and distribute the same among the District Synods,

according to the ratio of the apportionment for contingent ex-

penses laid upon the several Synods,

THE SALE OF DIGEST OF GENERAL SYNOd's PROCEEDINGS.

In response to item 18, in Report on Minutes of General

Synod of 1902, the following action was taken

:

Resolved, That, after the close of the present year, the

Digest shaJl be sold for one dollar per copy, instead of seventy-

five cents, to which price 9 cents shall be added for postage

when copies are sent by mail. The Board of Publication, in

Philadelphia, shall have charge of the sale, as heretofore, and

shall pay, to the Treasurer of General Synod, at the close of

each year, the sum of 65 cents, and retain 35 cents as commis-

sion on all sales after January i, 1906.

BLANKS FOR statistical REPORTS OF YOUNG PEOPLe's SOCIETIES.

In response to item 10, in Report on Minutes of General

Synod, in regard to having blanks prepared and printed for

statistical reports of Young People's Societies, the following

report was presented and adopted.

The instructions given to the Stated Qerk in regard to

issuing blanks for statistical reports for Young People's So-

cieties, was complied with, and a sufficient number of copies

was sent to the stated clerks of the several Classes to supply

every pastoral charge.

The following action w-as adopted.

Resolved, That, for the sake of convenience and order in

the distribution of statistical and parochial' blanks, it be made
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obligatory upon the Stated Clerk of General Synod to send,

annually, at an early date, all the statistical blanks required to

the stated clerks of the several Classes, for distribution among
their respective charges.

CHANGING THE HEADINGS OF SUNDAY-SCHOOL BLANKS.

In response to item ii, in Report on Minutes of General

Synod, in regard to changing the headings in the statistical

blanks for Sunday-schools, the Stated Clerk herewith reports

that the changes called for in Minutes of General Synod, page

189, in the headings of the Sunday-school statistical blanks

were made in accordance with the instructions given.

REPORT ON LICENSURES, ORDINATIONS, ETC.

In response to item 12, in Report on Minutes of General

Synod, the following report was read and adopted. The report

is as follows, namely:

To the Reverend GcMieral Synod:

The undersigned, in accordance with the instructions given

by General Synod' at Tiffin, O., in 1899, to procure a well-

bound register for the recording of licensures and ordinations

of ministers in the Reformed Church, is enabled, after much

labor and toil, to present the record book to the Synod at its

present sessions. The examination will show that the entrance

of names has been made alphabetically to 1900; from thence,

they are entered chronologically.

Much of the work, however, from the nature of the case, is

incomplete, owing to the fact that the official records fail, in

many instances to note the time and place, where and by

whom the official acts were performed. To avoid this difficulty

in the future, special instruction should' be given to the several

Classes that an official record of these facts be made in their

respective minutes, so that the stated clerks will be able to fill

the blank for licensures, ordinations, etc., which are to be sent

to the Stated Clerk annually.

The Stated Clerk herewith acknowledges the fact that, in

the multitude of his duties he was obliged to avail himself of
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the services of Rev. William V. Lichliter, of Lancaster Classis,

which Classis made the overture to General Synod for the crea-

tion of the Register, to formulate the record book so as to meet

the necessities of the case. An examination of the register will

prove to the Synod that he has done his work well, and is

worthy of such compensation as Synod may deem adequate for

services rendered.

Respectfully submitted,

John Ph. Stein.

In regard to compensating Rev. William F. Lichliter for

services rendered on securing a Record Book for Licensures

and Ordination the matter was assigned to the Stated Clerk

who on an interview with him was authorized to state that no

compensation was desired, whereupon Synod tendered him a

unanimous vote of thanks. .

On motion it was resolved that the attention of the Classes

be directed to the necessity of carefully noting the date and

place of all official acts in its minutes, so as to enable the re-

spective sta'ted clerks to transmit accurate transcripts for the

ministerial register.

THE NEED OF FULLER STATISTICS.

To the General Synod:

Your Special Committee to whom was referred items 9 and

10 of the report of the Committee on Minutes of English

Classes containing the overtures of the Classis of Lancaster of

the Eastern Synod, beg leave to report

:

I. The first of these overtures relates to the reporting and

publishing of the statistics of each church composing a pastoral

charge, the object being to secure more full and satisfactory

statistics. In the opinion of your committee the reporting and

publishing of the statistics of each church in a charge is very

desirable, and we therefore recommend that the following

action be taken on this overture

:

Resolved, That the request of the Classis be granted, and

that the General Synod hereby directs that the statistics of

each church comprising a charge be reported and publi.shed;
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and that the Classes are instructed to see that this direction is

carried into effect.

The second overture of the Classis relates to the publish-

ing of the statistics of all the Classes in one of the Church Al=

manacs, or a year book, so that these statistics may be acces-

sible annually to all the members of the Church, and suggests

a way in which this may be accomplished. The purpose of this

overture is commendable, and its accomplishment as soon as

practicable dtsirable. Your committee therefore recommends

that the following action be taken:

Resolved, That the overture of the Classis of Lancaster of

the Eastern Synod, in relation to the publishing annually of the

staitistics of the Classes in a form that will make them acces-

sible to all the members of the Church, with the subject matter

of the overture, be referred to a select committee, of which the

Stated Clerk shall be chairman, to report to the General Synod

at its next triennial sessions a plan, either that suggested in the

overture, or some other, whereby the purpose of the overture

may be accomplished.

Respectfully submitted,

John Ph. Stein,

A. K. Zartman,

J. G. Dengler,

Fred Isely.

The foregoing report was adopted and the committee

continued.

Report of the Committee on Church Hymnal and Directory.

In response to items 20 and 21 in report on Minutes of

General Synod the following report was read and adopted

:

Brethren : Your committee has the following report to

submit

:

We have had during the past three years all due care and

regard for the trust committed to us. We are pleased to re-

port that the Church Hymnal after an extensive use among

the congregations of the Church since its first publication four-

teen years ago, still meets with marked favor on the part of our
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people. This is clearly evidenced by the number of copies sold

since our last report, three years ago. Of the music edition

there were sold 9,557 copies, and of the word edition 5,611, a

total of 15,168.

To a like gratifying extent the Relief Society has profited

by the royalty paid by the pubhshers of the Hymnal to the

treasurer of this society, on the sales made, amounting during

this triennium to $2,754.40.

The second term of a seven year contract with the Central

Publishing House, Cleveland, Ohio, expired November 3d,

1904. In view of this fact your committee met for the purpose

of considering the matter of a further contract. After careful

consideration, we deemed it advisable, and to the best interests

of the Church, to extend the privilege and right to all the recog-

nized publishing houses of the Church, thus putting the Hym-
nal on the same basis with the other several publications of

General Synod.

In view of this new arrangement, which necessarily divides

the market for the sale of the Hymnal between the several pub-

lishing houses, we recommend that the royalty on the sale of

the Hymnal be fixed at ten cents per copy for all editions.

In the matter of the Directory of Worship, your committee

has to report that the sales have been very limited. Of the

Directory in its full form, only 310 copies of the Forms from

the Directory, music and word editions, only 362 copies, a

total of 672 copies, were sold during the last three years.

The royalty on these sales and paid into the hands of the

treasurer of Synod was $956.00.

The fact that there seemed to be but slight demand for the

Directory on the part of the Church, and because of the further

fact that the pocket edition of the Forms from the Directory

seemed sufficiently full to answer all practical purposes, your

Committee did not deem it advisable to incur the expense of

publishing a full pocket edition, but will do so as soon as the

demand may warrant it.

Respectfully submitted,

J. A. HOFFHEINS,

J. M. Schick.



264

Liturgical Form for Restoration to Church Fellowship by

Reprofession.

In response to item 22 in Report on Minutes of General

Synod the following report was submitted. It reads as fol-

lows, to wit

:

At the time appointed for the reception of the applicant,

after a sermon suitable to the occasion, and the singing of a

hymn by the congregation, or an anthem by the choir, the min-

ister shall announce the name of the applicant, who shall come
forward and stand before the altar. Then the minister shall

say:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Ghost be with you. Amen.

Then addressing the congregation, the minister shall say

:

In full accord with the gospel of our Lord and Saviour

Jesus Christ and the teaching of the Church from the begin-

ning, all persons who have once been born of water and the

Spirit are held to remain perpetual members of the Church,

unless through total apostasy they cut themselves off from all

hope of salvation. When, therefore, under the guidance of the

Holy Spirit, those who have ceased to be regular members of

the Church desire the privilege of communing with the Lord

in fellowship with His people, their return is joyfully wel=

corned. A second baptism, a second confirmation is not re-

quired of them ; but only that in true repentance they reaffirm

their faith in the sight of God and the congregation. Agree-

ably to this rule and in the exercise of this privilege, this per-

son has now come before you.

Then addressing the applicant, the minister shall say

:

Dearly Beloved in the Lord: As a child of God through

His Son Jesus Christ, you present yourself here to renew the

solemn vows made by you at your confirmation and to resume

your place as a communicant member of His Church. Know-
ing that He, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself

without spot unto God, ever liveth to make intercession for us,

you can come with childlike confidence unto the throne of grace.
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Like as a father pitieth His children, so the Lord pitieth thein

that fear Him. For He knoweth our frame ; He remembereth

that we are dust. Only remember that the life of the Christian

is a continual warfare against evil, a constant striving for holi-

ness, that we must through much tribulation enter into the

kingdom of God ; and He whose breath is the life of every crea-

ture will pardon all your sins, heal all your backslidings, and

by His Holy Spirit strengthen you in body, soul and spirit to

persevere in the way of godliness unto the end.

Let us pray

:

Almighty God our heavenly Father, merciful and gracious,

long suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, who didst

send thine only begotten Son into the world that whosoever

believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life,

look, we beseech Thee, in loving kindness and tender mercy

upon this Thy servant. Cleanse Thou him from all defilement

of the flesh and of the spirit
;
grant unto him true repentance

;

quicken within him the life of Thy divine Son ; open his heart

more and more to a knowledge of the truth. May he, conse-

crated anew to Thee, steadfastly walk not after the flesh but

after the spirit, and finally enter into that complete deliverance

from, the law of sin and death and that perfect union and fel-

lowship with Thee, which is the reward of all those who come

to know Thee, the Revealer of all truth, the Giver of all life,

the Fountain of all blessedness and joy, our God and Father;

through Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

Then shall the Minister address to the applicant the fol-

lowing questions, to which the answers shall be given audibly.

Dost thou now, in the presence of God and this congre-

gation, renew the solemn promise and vow made by you at

your confirmation?

Answer I do.

Dost thou renounce the devil with all his ways and works,

the world with its vain pomp and glory, and the flesh with all

its sinful desires?

Answer I do.
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Dost thou believe in God the Father, Almighty maker of

heaven and earth ?

And in Jesus Christ His only begotten Son our Lord ; who
was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary

;

suffered under Pontius Pilate ; was crucified, dead, and buried

;

He descended into hades ; the third day He rose from the dead

;

He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God

the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the

quick and the dead?

And in the Holy Ghost; the holy Catholic Church; the

communion of saints ; the forgiveness of sins ; the resurrection

of the body, and the life everlasting?

Answer I do.

Then the minister shall say

:

And now, in the name and by the authority of Christ, I an-

nounce to you your restoration to the fellowship of Christ in

His Church ; and may the God of all grace, who hath led you to

repentance unto life, confirm you therein unto the end, through

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us give thanks unto the Lord:

Blessed is he, O Lord our God, unto whom thou imputest

not iniquity! Blessed is he who beholdeth thy face in right-

eousness! Blessed is he to whose soul thou dost speak peace!

He shall walk, O Lord, in the light of thy countenance : he shall

know the joy of thy salvation ; he shall go in thy strength from

grace to grace; he shall dwell in thy house, O Lord, forever.

So bless thou thy servant this day, O Lord our God. Shew
him thy ways ; teach him thy paths. May his way be the way
of the righteous that shineth more and more unto the perfect

day. Bring thou him with all thy chosen ones in peace and

safety through the sorrows and temptations of this mortal life

to our Father's house on high : and unto the Father, the Son

and the Holy Spirit we ascribe all praise now and forever.

Amen.
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Then the minister shall dismiss the applicant, saying

:

The peace of God which passeth all understanding keep

your heart and mind, through Christ Jesus. Amen.

Respectfully submitted,

R. Leighton Gerhart,

L. B. C. Lahr,

John W. Apple.

Expenses of the committee, $5.70.

An order was granted for the expanses incurred and the

report was referred to a special committee consisting of Revs.

Dr. John S. Stahr, H. T. Spanglcr, H. C. Nott, Elders A. C.

McCardell and Dr. A. S. Raudenbush.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE FORM FOR THE RESTORATION

OF MEMBERS TO THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE CHURCH BY

REPROFESSION.

To the Rci'emid General Synod of the Fkfomed Church in

the Unified StaJ>es:

Your committee to whom was referred the Form for the

Restoration of Members to the Fellowship of the Church by

Reprofession, prepared by a committee appointed three years

ago for this purpose, would respectfully submit the followmg

report

:

Your committee have carefully examined the Form of Ser-

vice submitted to us. The form has been prepared with care;

it is dignified in tone, and it can easily be modified or abbrevi-

ated as the circumstances of particular cases may require. In

view of the fact, however, that persons who desire restoration

by reprofession nay have lost their regular standing as mem-

bers of the church through no fault of their own, but by force

of circumstances, your committee feel that the language of the

submitted form may be advantageously modified in a few points

so as to give it wider application. Your committee would

therefore suggest the following modifications

:

I St. In the address to the congregation, read: "All persons

who have once been received as members of the Church are

held to remain members perpetually" ; and for "A second bap-
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tism, a second confirmation," etc., substitute, "All that is re-

quired of them is that in sincerity of heart they reaffirm their

faith," etc. And instead of "Agreeably to," say "In accord-

ance with," etc.

2d. In the address to the applicant, in the last sentence,

after "every creature" read : "And who pardoneth all our sins,

will strengthen and help you in body, soul, and spirit to perse-

vere in the way of godliness unto the end."

3d In the first question to the applicant, insert in brack-

ets after confirmation (baptism) (reprofession of faith).

4th. Omit the second question.

5th. Change the form of declaration after the questions

so as to make it read as follows : "And now, as a minister of the

Lord Jesus Christ, I extend to you the hand of fellowship and

welcome you as a regular member of the Church of Christ."

Finally, your committee would respectfully recommend
that with these modifications the Form of Serice be approved

with the understanding that it may be abbreviated or modified

in its use as particular cases may require.

Respectfully submitted,

John S. Stahr,

Henry T. Spangler,

Henry C. Nott,

A. S. Raudenbush,

A. C. McCardell.

The report on Liturgical Form as corrected by the special

committee was adopted and referred to the several Classes for

their approval.

ARTICLE XXII.

NOMINATION AND ELECTION.

The Standing Committee on Nominations during the fifth

day of the sessions presented its report on nominations, which

was approved and 500 tickets were ordered to be printed.

On Monday, the sixth day of the sessions, Synod was in-

formed that the printed tickets were received and the election

was made the order of the day at 1 1 a. m.
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The time for the election having- arrived, the President

appointed the following persons as tellers, namely : Revs. Wil-

liam F. Lichliter, William C. Sykes, G. D. Elliker, D. B. Shuey

and Elders Williamj H. Harry, Jacob Siebert, A. R. Brodbeck,

who distributed the tickets, and at the calling of the roll re-

ceived the ballots, and reported the results to the President,

who announced the same to Synod.

For the results of the election, vide Article XI, On Corres-

pondence; Art. XIIT. On Missions; Art. XIV, on Benevolent

and Religious Institutions ; Art. XV. On Sunday-schools.

Fraternal Greetings to General Assembly.

On Tuesday, the seventh day of the sessions. General

Synod sent its greetings, by telegram, to the General Assem-

bly of the Presbyterian Church in session at Winona Lake,

Ind., in the following message:

Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond

of peace. There is one body and one Spirit, even as ye are

called in one hope of your calling. One Lord, one faith, one

baptism. One God and Father of all, who ia above all and

through all. and in you all (Eph. 4: 3-6).

Before the close, on the eighth day of the sessions, a tele-

gram was received from the General Assembly of Presbyterian

Church in session at Winona Lake, Ind., heartily welcoming

the greeting in these words

:

To the end he may establish your hearts unblamable in

holiness before God, even our Father, at the coming of our

Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints (i Thess. 3: 13).

Jas. D. Moffat, Moderator.

Wm. H. Roberts, Stated Clerk.

ARTICLE XXIII.

MISCELLANEOUS.

Our Educational Institutions.

Several items in the report on Overtures pertaining to our

various educational institutions were received and referred to

a special committee consisting of Revs. J. Lewis Fluck, George
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W. Beaver, James G. Dengler, Elders Matt. Kirsch and W. D.

Oberlin, who presented the following report which was

adopted. The report is as follows, to wit

:

OUR LITERARY AND THEOLOGICAL INSTITUTIONS.

To the General Synod of the Refo'rnied Church in the U. S. :

Brethren : Your committee to whom was referred the

items from the report of the Committee on Overtures relative

to our Literary and Theological Institutions submits the fol-

lowing:

There were placed into the hands of the committee the fol-

lowing documents : Catalogues of Franklin and Marshall Col-

lege, the Eastern Theological Seminary, Heidelberg Univer-

sity and Heidelberg Theological Seminary, Ursinus College,

Collegeville, Pa., Ursinus School of Theology at Philadelphia,

Catawba College, and the Reformed Mission House at Frank-

lin, Wis.

From these catalogues we gather that' the enducational

interests of our Church are, generally speaking, in a prosperous

and hopeful condition. Two of them report proceedings in

connection with the installation of new presidents, as follows

:

Rev. George Albert Synder of Catawba College, and Rev. D.

W. Ebbert, D.D., of Ursinus College. All of them report in-

creased enrollment of students.

It is worthy of note that the entire enrollment of all our

Theological Institutions is but loi, including the number who
have been graduated this year.

In view of the great importance of education with refer-

ence to the future work and growth of our Church we would

recommend the following action :

Resioh'ed, That this Synod rejoices in the growth and

progress of all our educational institutions.

Resolved, That this Synod directs especial attention to the

importance of keeping before the minds of our young men the

claims of the Christian ministry and the urgent need which

challenges them to enter upon the work of preparation for

this sacred calling.
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Resolved, That our institutions be especially commended

to our people for liberal support and patronage, and that the

attention of the sons and daughters of our Church be directed

to the superior advantages which they offer.

Respectfully submitted,

J. Lewis Fluck, Clwirman.

Report on Railroad Transportation.

In response to item 23 in the Report on Minutes of General

Synod at Baltimore, Md., in 1902, in regard to Rev. Dr. Cyrus

Cort acting as agent to secure reduced rates of travel for dele-

gates and others attending sessions of General Synod presented

the following report:

REPORT OF REV. DR. CYRUS CORT ON RAILRO.\D TRANSPORTATION

FOR 1905.

As agent of the General Synod, in charge of railroad

transportation matters, I respectfully submit the following

report

:

Early in the month of March I began negotiations with the

different railroad associations into which the territory of the

United' States has been divided in recent years.

As Allentown is in the bounds of the Trunk Line Associa-

tion, I communicated with L. P, Farmer, the commissioner of

that association, located in New York City, and through him

with all other associations from which any delegates were ex-

pected. After ascertaining the number attending our meeting

in Baltimore three years ago, and the number that in my judg-

ment would probably attend the sessions of the present meeting

in Allentown, all the other associations declined to enter into

any arrangement to grant reduced rates of travel except the

Trunk Line Association which covers the territory between

New York City and Pittsburg, and the Central Passenger As-

sociation which covers the region between Pittsburg and Chi-

cago with a line drawn from that city to St. Louis.

Brethren west and south of these districts were able gen-

erally to make satisfactory arrangements with local railroad
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authorities that enabled them either to reach points from which

reduced rates were granted or to get generous reductions ovet

the entire route of travel to Allentown.

The reduction was granted by the Trunk Line and Central

Passenger Associations on the usual certificate plan, securing a

two-third rate to all delegates and other persons attending the

meeting of the General Synod.

A new feature was added to their regulations this time in

the shape of a charge of twenty-five cents for every certificate

signed by myself and vised by the representative of the rail-

road associations. This added very largely to the labors and

responsibilities of your agent and at the same time gave

perhaps the suspicion in some minds that he profited in some

way by this financial annex to previous conditions. It is hardly

necessary to say that this is a mistaken notion, but to correct

another impressjon that prevails, it is necessary to state that not

even the representative of the railroads is the recipient of the

twenty-five cents collected from each holder of a certificate.

This was in lieu of the guaranty heretofore required. It goes

into the treasury of the railroad, and from some intimations

that I have heard we may be glad if the tax is not doubled here-

after, or a quarter of a dollar demanded for every certificate

granted by each of the associations instead of by the one in

whose bounds w^e may happen to meet. With the help of the

agents of the railroad associations I have endorsed and vised

206 certificates of persons attending the sessions of General

Synod. In all 350 persons have been enrolled in our railroad

register; of these 211 came from the territory of the Trunk

Line Association between New York City and Pittsburg; 104

came from the region covered by the Central Passenger Asso-

ciation ; 23 came from the Western Association beyond the

Mississippi; 11 came from the region of the South Eastern

Association, and one from the New England Association.

I paid Mr. G. W. Smith, the agent of the Trimk Line As-

sociation $51.50 for vising the 206 certificates and hold his

receipt for same.
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Despite the very full and explicit instructions given in my
published notice to all persons expecting to attend the sessions

of General Synod and the repeated notices given on the floor

of Synod since your sessions began quite a number of brethren

failed to report at all. This neglect is to be deprecated. Future

applications for reduced rates will receive favorable attention

in proportion to the size of the attendance of persons upon

the meeting of General Synod by railroad travel in general and

on the certificate plan in particular. We hope therefore that

there will be a fuller response given hereafter to the request of

the representative of Synod and also of the authorities of the

railroad associations.

My expenses for postage, stationery, railroad travel and

other incidentals are $14.00.

Respectfully submitted,

Cyrus Cort,

Railroad Agent of Genteral Synod.

The foregoing report was adopted. An order was granted

on Treasurer of General Synod for the $44 personal expenses

of Rev. Dr. C. Cort -and the action of last General Synod in

Baltimore reiterated, thanking Dr. Cort and allowing him $25

for services rendered m procuring reduced railroad rates.

Report in Regard to an Exhibit at St. Louis, Mo.

In response to item 24 in the Report on Minutes of General

Synod of 1902 in regard to an exhibit at St. Louis, Mo., the

following report was presented and adopted

:

To the General Synod of the Reformed Church in the U. S.:

Your Committee appointed to have charge of collecting,

arranging and managing a Religious Exhibit of the Reformed

Church at the Louisiana Purchase Exposition, St. Louis, Mo.,

would report:

That the Exposition authorities finaJly refused to erect a

suitable building for an Exhibit of the various religious bodies,

and therefore your committee, in common with the committees

of other religious bodies, found it impracticable to make such
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an exhibit. None of the money appropriated for this purpose

was used.

Appreciative of the charge entrusted to our hands we are,

Respectfully yours,

John C. Horning,

Abner S. Dechant,
w. f. horstmeier..

Action Concerning the Anti=Saloon League.

A communication was received from the American Anti-

Saloon League which meets in its tenth national convention

November 22-24, 1905, at Indianapolis, Ind. The document

referred to was the seventh item in the report on Over-

tures. The item for the time being was laid on the table until

the Synod hears the report on Church Federation, having a

sirrilar purpose in view. After the hearing of the aforesaid

report the following action was adopted

:

Resolved, That the communication concerning the Anti-

Saloon League be referred to a committee of tnree of which

number the President of Synod shall be one, who are hereby

duly authorized to attend the convention of the Anti-Saloon

League and after a careful study of the whole question shall

report at the next regular meeting of the General Synod.

The additional members of the committee are Revs. Dr.

Louis B. C. Lahr and V. W. Dippell.

Synod's Visit to Various Institutions.

At the request of the Board of Trustees of the Allentown

College for Women, Dr. Samuel G. Wagner extended an invi-

tation to the members of General Synod to visit this institution

as a body on Friday at 4.30 p. m. At the hour appointed the

institution was visited and its guests were entertained by a brief

but well rendered literary program.

On the fifth day of the sessions an invitation was received

from the Trustees of Muhlenberg College to visit the institu-

tion at 4.30 p. m. on the same day, to which invitation a num-

ber of the delegates responded.

An invitation was extended to Synod to visit on a certain

evening the Phoebe Deaconess and Old Folks Home located in
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the western section of Allentown. Many of the delegates and

visitors responded to the invitation and were gratified with

the success which has thus far attended the institution.

Time and Place for the Next Meeting of Synod.

An invitation to General Synod was presented in an item

of the report on Overtures from the First German Reformed

Church, Akron, Ohio, to hold its Sixteenth Triennial Sessions

in that city. The invitation was accepted with thanks, and the

time selected to hold its next triennial sessions is the third

Tuesday in May, A. D. 1908, at 8 p. m.

Record of Advisory and Visiting Members.

At the opening of the sessions the President appointed a

committee consisting of Revs. William F. Lichliter, E. F.

Wicst, William F. DeLong and Elders Horace Knecht and P.

Rheim to record the names of advisory members and also the

names of visiting brethren of other denominations. The re-

port was received at the close of the session and adopted and

the names recorded under the section of Article II, Members
Present.

Committee on Leave of Absence.

On the fourth day of the sessions the President appointed

Revs. E. F. Weist, J. H. C. Roentgen, William F. Lichliter

and Elder A. R. Brodbeck a Committee on Excuses for Leave

of Absence. The committee before final adjournment pre-

sented its report which was adopted.

Reporters to the Press.

The following report was received and adopted

:

To the General Symod:

Your committee appointed to report the proceedings of

the Synod to the daily papers and religious periodicals report

that they have done the same to the best of their ability.

Respectfully submitted,

C. B. Alspach,

C. E. SCH.AEFFER,

J. David Miller,

A. S. Weber,

Phil. Vollmer.
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ARTICLE XXIV.

RESUMPTION AND CLOSE.

The Roll Clerk announced at the opening of each daily

session and at the close of the Synod that a quorum was pres-

ent. The minutes were read and approved at the opening of

each morning session and at the close of the Synod. The fol-

lowing resolutions of thanks were unanimously adopted:

Resolutions of Thanks.

Resolved, That we return our most hearty thanks to

the pastor and people of Zion's Reformed Church, and to the

piasters and people of the other Reformed churches of Allen-

town, for the very kind and cordial manner with which they

have welcomed and entertained the Synod.

Resolved, That General Synod hereby expresses its heart-

felt appreciation of the very excellent service rendered by Prof.

Rees and his choir during the sessions of Synod in its choice

selection of church music.

Resolved, That our thanks are extended to the papers of

Allentown for the frll and satisfactory reports given of the

daily proceedings of this body.

Resolved, That we return our thanks to the several rail-

roads which granted a reduction of one-third in the usual fare

thus materially aiding the delegates in attendance upon the

meetings of the Synod, and to the Lehigh Telephone Company
for services rendered.

Resolved, That these resolutions be printed in the daily

papers of Allentown and read to the members of the Reformed

churches of this city.

Resoh'ed, That the treasurer of Synod be hereby directed

to pay seventy-five dollars (75) to the Church Committee for

the use of the church, -the services of the janitor and other ex-

penses incurred in connection with the sessions of Synod.

Resolved, That Synod expresses its gratification at the

evidences of strength and success which mark the Reformed

churches of Allentown ; and that our prayers go up for divine

guidance upon the men of God who occupy the pulpits of this

Reformed strongfhold.
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ARTICLE XXV.

ADJOURNMENT.

The following action was taken shortly before adjourn-

ment, namely

:

Resolved, That when General Synod adjourns finally, it be

to meet in First German Reformed Church, Akron, Ohio, in

1908, on the third Sunday in May, at 8 p. m.

General Synod adjourned finally on Wednesday at 4 p. m.

with the repetition of the Apostles' Creed, uniting in the Lord's

Prayer, singing the Doxology and receiving the Apostolic

Benediction by the President.

A, E. Dahlman, President.

John Ph. Stein, Stated Clerk.

Official copy from original minutes.

John Ph. Stein, Stated Clerk.
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COMPARATIVE SUMMARY
of the statistics of the Reformed Church in the United States, exhibiting the results secured
for the year designated at the head of each column and also for the three years ending In each
instance In the month of June with the date given:

1890.
Synods 8
Classes 5(5

Ministers 8:5.>

Congregations 1 ,5.">4

Communicants 200. 49S
rnconflrmod 112,486
Baptisms, infants, given year... 14,r>0.">

infants, in three years.. 42,808
" adults, given year I.SO.t
" adults, in three years. .

.

4,.569

Confirmed, given year 10,7.'>9

in three years 31,58.3

Certificate, given year 6,561
in three years 18.5.58

Communed, given year 155,118
Dismissed, given year 3,061

in three years 8,700
Excommunicated, given year 55

in three years 139
Krased. given year 3,117

In three years S.640
Deaths, given year 5.107

in three years 15.2.'>0

Sunday sch<Mils. given year l.,513

Officers and Teai'hers. given year 3.967
Sunday-school Schoi.irs, given year 138,616
Students for ministry, given year 2.S5

Benevolent contrib.. one year... $161,<t7S
" in three years.. 479,625

Cong, purposes, one year 874,0.53

in three years.. 2,580,945 3,022,174 3,067,780 3,216,556 3,889,709 4,552,649

Note.—As the latest Statistics obtainable were desired by General Synod the Stated ClerK
was instructed to have printed in the minutes of 1905 the statistical tables of the several
Classls for the same year. These classical statistics were obtained and printed so that in the
interim the statement contains the statistics of four years Instead of only three. This com-
parative summary of statistics will be found interesting and instructive, showing as it does

the steady progress of the Reformed Church in the United States. The increase of the Church
during the interim, '02, '03, '04 and '05, is as follows: Gain in ministers, 38: charges, 39;

communicants. 9,.").33; communed. 13,775; infant baptisms, 366; adult baptisms. 191; conflrmefl,

1,002; by certificate, 864; Sunday-school scholars, 8,346; Benevolence, $48,766; congregational

purposes, $97,975.

1893.





Register of Ministers of the Reformed Church in the United States.

N(Vri:.— In order to reudei- this register as valuable as possible, we add the place of theolog-

?al preparation and the year of ordination, e stands for Eastern Seminary, formerly Mercera-

urg, now Lancaster; n for Heidelberg Seminary ; jiek for Mercersburg ; Mil for Mission House;
for Ursinus College, Theological Department ; i" for York and Carlisle or Yale- Those officiating

a the German language, or in both German and English are marked 0.

Lchterman, Herman, 4;! Miller Ave., Buffalo,
N. Y 0MH97

Ldams. .Tohn K., Berwick, Pa k99
.dams, William S., U. U. 2. Massilon.O uOO
liguer, I'rancis, 21 Wendell St., Cleveland,
O 0.M1I89

.Ibertson. John W., Laurolton, Pa eOO

.Ibrigbf, D. B.. Mohrsville, Pa ()e61
ibright, George H.. East Fairtield, O h75
Libright. .lohn H., Waterloo, Ind h85
.Iden. Joseph P., Greenville, O u02
Jspach. Chas. B., 2133 S. 13th St., Phila.,
I'a u90

.Ispach. William A., Liberty Center, O....ii03
LUlt, John W., New Providence, I'a.

.Ithouse. Chas. P., Saxtou. Pa e94

.Ithouse. Howard A., Dillsburg. I'a i"()5

.ndrcas. Henry. Siegel. Wis 0MnS2

.ndrew. James D., Burlington, N. C 93

.ppel. Kicliard S., Hamburg. Pa 071
ppel. I>r. Theodore, Lancaster, I'a e45
.ppenzeller. Edgar R., Chambersburg, Pa..u03
.pplo, A. T. G.. Bedford. Pa e83
pple, Henry H., York, Pa e92
^pple. Prof. Joseph H. (lie. K Frederick, Md.
.mold. John. 744 X. 12th St., Lincoln, Xeb . 89
.rpke. William A.. Chilton, Wis 0mh92
ughinbaiigh, Dr. Geo. W., Greenvlllage, l'a.E46

lachman. Adam J., Schaefferstown, Pa...0E78
lachman. Irwin yi., Newlin, I'a f94
iachman, James N., Lynnport, Pa 0ii72
iacliman. Dr. John. New Knoxville, 073
lachman. Joseph P., Allentown, Pa e96
lachman. Dr. Mark. 202 S. Patterson Park
Ave.. P.altimore. Md 0e64

laden scher. G., Bernstadt, Ky 092
lahner. Dr. Franklin F.. Waynesboro, Pa..r73
iaichley. Dr. Alpheus E., Tiffin, O h77
lair. Jt>hn F.. Lis:onier. Pa e97
lair. Uobert L.. York, Pa e02
laker. Almon G h95
laid. Frederick W., B.D., Clearspring, Md. .e95
lalliet. John T., St. I'aris, O eS9
lalngh. Julius. Pocahontas, Va 04
larber. Joseph W., Fulton. Mich 70
larkley. Dr. Thomas J.. Gettysburg, ra...ii(;o
larnhart. John I^.. Saegerstown. I'a e97
larriisger. Paul. Mt. I'leasaut. N. C ilSl
Sarth, Sebastian, 387 N. West St., Indian-
apolis. Ind 043

lartholomew, Albert O., Manheim, Pa e98
tartliolomew. Dr. Allen K., 1306 Arch St.,
I'hiladelphia. Pa Oe77

larlholoniew, Calvin E., Cressona, l'a....0E.S9
tartliolomew. .Joshua S., Virginsville, I'a . . fOO
lassler. Hariy N.. Harrisburg. Pa e94
tates. P.enoni. Norristown. Pa EOfi
Saner. John M.. Belden. Neb O.N[n<t3
tauer. Peter. Medina, N. Dak 094
tauni. Dr. Christian, 412 Cheyne St., De-
troit. .Mich 0h70

tauiii. William. Whitewater. Kans 0h99
taunian. Albert B.. Pitcairn. Pa k92
taunian. I'lias, I'ickens. W. Va Oinil
tauiuan. Frederick C, Zwiugli. la On.j4
iauman. John N.. Jeannette, Pa e.S»j

taumgartel. George C, Germano. O h98
?avis. Louis I)., 713 N. Belmont Ave., In-
dianap.ilis. Ind O.MH92

tausman, I>r. Benjamin, Reading. Pa e52

Bausman, Benjamin F., Cessna, I'a e83
Beade, Jonathan C., Shelbyville, 111 74
Beam, George T. N., Warren, O iiOl
Beam, Henry L., Wadsworth, O n89
Beam, Dr. Samuel Z., Applecreek, O hG2
Bean, Joseph M. Montgomery, Pa e02
Beaver, George W., Lisbon, O h98
Beaver, Irvin M., Bangor, I'a h91
Bechtel. John W., Ediuburg. Ill h98
Beck, Edward M., Watsontown, I'a 0h82
Beck, John IL, Mt. Eaton, 0h73
Beck, Samuel W., Concord, N. C u02
Becker, Augustus, 1134 Pearl St., Cleve-

land, O 0Mn«9
Becker, Charles, Cheviot, 0e52
Becker, Cyrus J., Catasauqua, Pa Oe51
Beer, Alvin, Hohenwald, Tenn 0.mho2
Beisser, Frederick W.. Plymouth. Wis. . .0.%rn03
Beisser, Gottlieb C, Decatur, Ind 0MH09
Bell. Joseph W., York, Pa u90
Belser, John W., Orrville, 0h94
Benner, Henry A. I., Richland Center, I'a..u91
Benner, Louis D., 40 Louis St., Cleve-

land, O Omh94
Bereczky. Ladislaus. Phoenixville, Pa 04
Bergey, James R„ Doylestown. Pa e94
Berleman. Dr. F. W., 341 Fairmount Ave.,

Philadelphia, Pa Oh70
Bickel. Thomas L., 733 N. 41st St., Phila-

delphia, Pa e98
Bierbaum. Herman II., Washburn, I11...0.MHOO
Bierv. John, Station B. St. Joseph, Mo. . .Oh61
Binkley, Henry K., 1024 N. 12th St., Read-

ing, Pa 81
Birk. R., Pheasant Forks, Assa., Can.
Black. Albert A.. Boalsburg, Pa e81
Black, Blanchard A., Lonetree, la e03
Blatt, James M., Mahanoy, Northumberland

Co., Pa 0e04
Bloom, John B.. Wilton Junction, la e04
Bloom, Nathan W., Ft. Wayne, Ind 82
Blosser, H. C. Shelby. 94
Bock. Peter, Dayton. O h97
Bodder, Howard E.. I'hoenixville, Pa u
Bohler, Jacob. Belden, Neb 0mh91
Bolger, J. Calvin, Woodstock, Va e96
Bolliger, Abraham, R. D. No. 1. Cosby. Mo. 068
Bolliger, Theo. P., New Philadelphia. O..0e97
Bollman, Wm., 54 Rohr St., Buffalo, N. Y.

0MH89
Bomberger, Dr. John IL, 41 Dorchester

Ave.. Cleveland. O r79
Bonekemper, William. Sutton, Neb 077
Boomershine, D. Franklin, Maquoketa, Ia..K94
Borchers. Conrad, Zelienople, I'a 069
Bosch. John IL. 219 Washington Boule-

vard, Ft. Wayne, Ind 0h95
Bower, Thomas J., Frackville, Pa e90
Bowers. David E., Ilighpoint. N. C u02
Bowers. Joshua L., China Grove. N. C....E01
Bowling. Robert C, Kittannlng. Pa e79
Bowman. Dr. John C. Lancaster, Pa e75
Brandt. Charles IL. Lisbon. 192
Braun, Jacob B.. Duncan. Neb 070
Braun, William. Lorain. O 077
Brendle. Dr. Daniel F.. Bethlehem. Pa. . .0b51
Brenzlnger. Morris II. . Fleetwood. Pa....0u89
Bridenbaugh. Dr. Samuel R., 228 S. 6th

St.. Reading. I'a e75
Bright. Edward D., Derry, Pa 0e04
Bright, Harry W., Norristown, Pa e95

321



Bromer. Albert S.. S. W. cor. 11th and
Huntingdon Sts.. Philadelphia. I*a Yfl

Bromer, Dr. Edward S.. Philadelphia, Pa..\-94
Bromer, Frank S., Cedar Rapids, la u04
Brong, William M.. Pen Argyl. Pa e97
Brown, Franklin W., Beaver Springs, Pa

merSI
Brown, James R., Esterly. Pa eOO
Brown, Simon P.. Pillow, Pa e79
Brueckner. Ernst W. C, 235 E. 109th St.,

New York, N. Y 0mh99
Brugh, Chas. W., 740 E. Milwaukee Ave.,

Detroit. Mich e94
Brunner. Casper, Bridgeport, Conn 060
Brunoehler, Ernst, Mendota. Ill Omh8?.
Buchanan, William T., Minersville, Pa....r(t2
Bucher, J. Theodore, Osnaburg, O hOI
Buck. John W., Plainfield. N. J e96
Buehrer. James D., G06 N St. N. W., Wash-

ington, D. C 0h92
Burger. Isaiah N.. Marshallville, O h84
Burghalter, Daniel, Gallon, O h95
Burkett, A. J.. Sulphur Springs. O.
Burkhart. E. C, Aaron, Burnett Co., Wis.
Bushong. Charles A., Sabillasville. Md.
Bushong. William E.. Hanover, Pa EOf!

Butler, Joseph F., Collegeville, Pa u79
Butz, Charles A., Bowmanstown, Pa i'fl2

Butz, George S., Paxinos. Pa e94
Butz, Raymond E., York, Pa e90
Byers, Perry C, Dakota, 111 e03

Carnahan. Barton R., Keedysville, ^Id e77
Casselman, Amos, Cheney, Kans h7»)
Casselman, Arthur V.. Philadelphia. Pa...H98
Causev. William H., R. D. 2, Lexington,

N. C eO.3

Chenot, George F., Louisville, 97
Christman, David M., Tiffin, O Ot'79
Christman. Dr. H. J., Tiffin. O n96
Clapp, Clarence. Newton, N. C v9C>

Clapp, Dr. Jacob C, Newton, N. C C.8

Clark, David B., South Bethlehem, I'a e04
Clausing. Henry A.. Findlay, 0>ih02
Clever, Dr. Conrad, Ilagerstown, Md e7(i

Clouser. William W., Whitedeer, Pa e77
Coblentz, Elmer L., Ridgely, Md e90
Coblentz, Llovd E., 1314 W. Mulberry St.,

Baltimore, Md e89
Collison, Albert J.. Homestead. Pa e(!4

Conner. Atville. Adamstown. Md e92
Cook, Frederick A., Union Bridge, Md e(14

Cook, Herman H., Sendai. Japan 0mh('2
Correll. Cliarles E.. Conyngham, Pa e99
Cort, Dr. Cyrus, Apollo. Pa E»i3

Cramer, W. Stuart, Lancaster, Pa e<i1

Crawford. Dr. James, 1714 Mt. Vernon St.,

I'hiladelphia. Pa e71
Creitz. Charles E., 532 Buttonwood St.,

Reading. Pa e92
Cremer, Dr. William C, Chambersburg, Pa.E('3
Cromer, Frederick, Dayton, O h97
Cromer, Thomas K.. Winchester, Va e91
Crow, Harvey I., Ilublersburg, Pa e95
Crum, Robert E., Dubois. Pa eSO
Csepke, Stephen, S. Bend, Ind 05
Csutoros. Alexander, 1942 E. Madison Ave.,

Cleveland. O.
Curtis. W. Franklin, 1712 Broadwav. Kan-

sas City, Mo eOI

Dahlman, Dr. A. E, 71 Locust St., Buf-
falo, N. Y 0iT7fi

Dahn. Carl F. A., Schleswig, Wis 0MnO4
Darbaker, H. D., Emienton. Pa e75
Darms. John M. G., 29 Duerstein Ave.,

Buffalo. N. Y Omh95
Deatrick E. Ranson. B.D.. Woodberry Md..ES4
Deatrick. Prof. William W.. Kutztown, Pa. .e79
Dechant. Abner S., Oak I<ane, Pa e90
Dechant John F. (lie), 6608 N. 6th St.,

Oak Lane. Pa e
Dekker. Conrad (lic.K Tiffin. O e
Delaney, Wilson, 1605 S. 22d St., Phila-

delphia, Pa ISO
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DeLong. Calvin M., East Greenville. Pa. . . .f.03

DeLong. Irwin H. (lie), Kgl. Universitaet,
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N. C e71
Truxal, Dr. Albert E. Aleyersdale. Pa....E72
Tussing, William H., Lancaster, Ohio hS8

Ulrich, George, Greenbay, Wis 0Mir99



V'nn Ilaafjen, Dr. John, Franklin, W'I8...0k74
Van Iloiiie, Dr. David. Tiffin. 07
Vila?:. Stephen, 180 Home Av., Trenton,

N. J 99
Vitz, Henry W., 309 East Merrill St., In-

dianapolis. Ind 0mh85
Vitz. Nathaniel K.. Defiance. O h05
Vitz. J. Otto, 027 E. Gray St., Louisville,
Kv Omii82

Vitz". Martin, 1134 Pearl St., Cleveland,
O 0MII82

Vitz. Oswald I'., Vera Cruz, Ind 0.mh97
Vo>rt. Jacob, Helvidere. Tenn Omh94
Vollmer, Dr. Philip, 432 N. 4th St., Col-
wvn. Pa 084

Vollprecht. Julius. Dayton, O 091
Vornholt. Ed., 420 Prospect St., Indian-

apolis. Ind 0mh90
Vornholt. Edwin H., Rome, Ind 0mh»7
Vornholt. Julius F.. JefTersonvllle. Ind...0E02
Vriosen, Dr. Dietrich W., U. R. 3, Mani-

towoc, Wis 0mh75
Vriesen, Henrv J., Sheboygan Falls.
Wis 0MH85

Vriesen, Henrv T., U. K. 2, Oshkosh,
Wis 0mh04

^i'^agner, Prof. C. Ernest, Lancaster, Pa..E89
Wagner, CTias. E., Delmont, Pa e96
Wagner, Dr. Samuel G., Allentown, I'a....E55
Waguer, Samuel T., Alinda, Pa mer81
Waguer, Scott li., Allentown, Pa eOO
Wagoner, Johnson J., South Bend, Pa.
Walenta, Constautine K. J., Reeseville,
Wis 0mh02

Walenta, W., 390 Graham Av., Brooklyn.
N. Y 0.MH79

Walker, Adolphus. St. Clairsville, Pa.
Walker, George V.. Mohican, 94
Walter. J. Grant, 819 Heberton Av., East

End, I'ittsburg. Pa e94
Waltman, Charles A., Blain, Pa r02
Ware, Freeman. White I'igeon, Mich H8fi
Warlick, Charles W., Mann's Choice, Pa. . .e03
Warner. William H. (lie), Lineboro, Md....E
Wartman, Theodore. Phillips, Ore.
Watts. J. Hunter, Lancaster, Pa u97
Waugaman. Simon U.. Youngwood, Pa e92
Weaver, Charles B.. Ferndale. Pa e89
Weaver, Ernest E.. West Milton, Pa e96
Weaver, Park II.. Kingston, O h97
Weaver, Robert C, Bethlehem, Pa 75
Weber, Dr. Adam S., 130 S. Patterson

I'ark Av.. Baltimore. Md e83
Weber, J.. Holyoke, Mass.
Wehler. Charles E.. Newton, N. C u89
Wehr, CalvLn P., Elizabethville, Pa u98
Wehr. Osville B., Best, Pa u98
Weidner, Uriah H., R. R., North Wales, Pa. 74
Welker, Henry J., Mverstown, Pa u77
Welker, Harvev A., Bluffton, Ind u93
Weller, Elmer E.. Golden, Col e90
Welsh. George W.. Columbiana. O u95
Wenning. Gottfried. Sabetha, Kans.
Wentz. Edward. R. R. 2. Franklin, Wis. .OmhRO
Werner, David E.. Tremont City. O OmhOI
Werner, William B., Schwenkville. Pa....E93
Wernly, John, 946 Prouty Av., Toledo,

Ohio 0mh71
Wettach, Dr. Edward D., Youngstown,

Ohio Oh77
Wetzel, Frank, Rebersburg, Pa h80

Whitmer, A. Carl, Lancaster, Pa Ji63
Whitmore, George A., Thurmont, Md...MER78
Whitmore, Dr. Samuel L., Potlsville, Pa.MKu79
Wiant, Henry H., Berlin, Pa eOI
Wiant, Jacob F., Greenville, Pa e69
Wickert, Jairus A., Denver, Pa e83
Wicks, Ross F., Dayton, O u96
Wieand, Charles S.. Pottstown, Pa 80
Wiemer, Herman, 007 Cumberland St., Balti-

more, Md.
Wienand, Paul, 52 Wyona St., Brooklyn,

N. Y OmhSS
Wiest. Edward F., 120G Wallace St., Phil-

adelphia, Pa u93
Williams, Dr. E. Garver, Glenmont, O. .0u76
Williard. Dr. Edwin R., Akron, O h74
Winter, David A., Lehighton, Pa 0h87
Winter, John, Gallon, O 0h60
Winter, John F., Terre Haute, Ind 0h82
Wisner, Christian. G21 E. Ohio St., In-

dianapolis, Ind 074
Wissler. Henry W., Carlisle, Pa e95
Wittenberg, William, R. R. 1, Newton,
Iowa 0mh98

Wittemoyler, W., R. R. 4, Hillsboro, Ore. .0h69
Witthofif. Frank C, R. D. 22, Sta. B,

Louisville, Ky 0h78
Wohlfahrt. William, New Middletown, Ind. 085
Wolbach, Joshua, Auburn, Ind e81
Wolf, Dr. Daniel M., Spring Mills, Pa....E70
Wolf. David J., Taneytown, Md e96
Wolff. Dr. David U., Blue Bell, Pa y78
Wolfinger. Abraham D.. Bloomville, 0....u88
Wotring, Wallace H-, Nazareth, Pa ti91

Wright, A. Theodore, Mt. Crawford, Va...u91

Yearick, Zwingli A.. Shenandoah, Pa e75
Yeislev, John W., St. Paris. 98
Yenser, William. Marietta, Pa u95
Yockev. Dr. S. B.. Xenia. O h68
Yost, Calvin D., Eureka, Pa u94
Yost, Dr. Francis C, 125 N. Beaver St.,

York, Pa u77
Young, Ervin E., Lima, O h99
Yundt, Thomas M., Reading, Pa 0y86

Zacharias. George M., Cumberland, \W....e83
Zander, William F., Avon Park. Fla.

Zartman. Dr. Allen K., 320 E. Washington
St.. Fort Wavne, Ind .h76

Zartman. Dr. Rufus C, 1815 Oxford St.,

I'hiladelphia. Pa h83
Zaugg. Frederick S., Omaha, Neb HOI
Zechiel, Albert H., 109 Miller Building,

Milwaukee. Wis 0H8a
Zechiel. F. E.. Fostoria, O.

Zehring. Jacob W.. New Kensington, Pa..E05
Zenk, Gustave J., Eureka. S. Dak OmhOS
Zenk, Ludwig W., Manitowoc, Wis Omh72
Zenk, William C, R. R. 3, Pearl City,

111 0MH98
Zerbe, Prof. Dr. Alvin S.. Tiffin, 0h73
Zieber, Dr. William K., Hanover, Pa e51
Ziegler, Lawrence, George, la 0e74
Zimmerman, Dr. A., R. R. 3, Alliance, O.
Zimmerman, Clarence E., Mount Pleasant,

Pa eOO
Zinn. George F., Arcanum. 0mh04
Zinkhan, Louis F., Washington Asylum,

19th and C St., S. E., Washington,
D. C e77

Zlpf, Charles G., Albany, Ore >. . . .069
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INDEX TO THE SCHEDULES

Containing the Statistical Reports, together with the names of the

Synods, Classes, Ministers and Licentiates, showing to what Classes the

ministers and licentiates belong, and the number of the page where

they may be found

:

I. THE SYNODS.

Eastern Synod, organized at Philadelphia, Pa., Sept. 29, 1747 282

291

297

303

306

311

Synod of Ohio, organized at New Philadelphia, O., June 14, 1824

Synod of Northwest, organized at Fort Wayne, Ind., May 29, 1867

Synod of Pittsburgh, organized at Pittsburgh, Pa., Feb. 12, 1870

Synod of Potomac, organized at Frederick City, Md., Apr. 18, 1873

German Synod of the East, organized at Philadelphia, Pa., Jan. 12,

1875

Central Synod, organized at Galion, Ohio, Nov. 3, 1881 313

Synod of the Interior, organized at Kansas City, Mo., Sept. 29, 1887 316

II. THE CLASSES.

Allegheny • 305
Carlisle 310
Chicago 301
Cincinnati 315
Clarion 304
Eastern Ohio 295
East Pennsylvania 282
East Susquehanna 286
Erie 313
Gettysburg 309
Goshenhoppen 287
Heidelberg 313
Illinois 316
Indiana 298
Iowa 316
Juniata 310
Kansas 317
Lancaster (Eastern Synod).. 285
Lancaster (Ohio Synod) .... 293
Lebanon 283
Lehigh 288
Lincoln 317
Manitoba 303
Maryland 306
Maryland (German) 312
Mercersburg 307
Miami 291

Milwaukee 299
Minnesota 299
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Missouri 301
Nebraska 300
New York 311
North Carolina 308
Philadelphia 283
Philadelphia (German) 312
Portland, Oregon 302
Reading 291
St. John's 314
St. Joseph 296
St. Paul's 304
Schuylkill 289
Sheboygan 297
Somerset 305
South Dakota 302
Tiffin 294
Tohickon 288
Toledo 315
Tu.scarawas 298
Ursinus 301
Virginia 308
Westmoreland 303
West New York 311
West Susquehanna 287
Wichita 317
Wyoming 290
Zion's (Synod Northwest)... 297
Zion's (Synod Potomac) 306



GENERAL INDEX

PAGE.

Absence, Report of Committee on Leave of 275

Adjournment and Close of Sessions of Synod 277

Advisory Members Present 7, 275

Anti-Saloon League, Report concerning 274

Appeals and References 204

Appeal of Japan to Church 15Q

Apportionments to District Synods 255, 256

Archives, Synodical, Books presented, etc 250

Benevolent and Religious Institutions 163

Bequests 140

Bohemians, Work among 58, 86

Church Building Funds 62
" " " of Bi-Synodic Board 63
" " " of General Board 64, 65, 66, 67

Centralization of Church Boards 208

Church L'nion . 205

Church Government 194

Church Hymnal, Report on 262

Church, State of the. Report of Standing Committee on 42

Classes, Report of Committee on Minutes of English 25
" " "

" " " " German 27

Communication from Society for Relief of Ministers 29

Communications received and referred 12

Constitution, A Committee appointed to form a new 212

Correspondence with Germany 34-38
" " Hungary 38, 46, 56

" Holland 38
" " Geneva 42-44
" " Scotland 39
" " Sister Churches, Reports of Committee on.. 32

Corresponding Bodies, Reports from Delegates to 33-34
"

' " Delegates elected to 35
" " Delegates present from 35

Delegates from Corresponding Bodies 35

Delegates to Reformed Alliance, Report of 36

Digest, The sale of 259

Distribution of Parochial Blanks 259

Draft of Xew Constitution 214-250

Documents and Communications 12
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PAGE.

Election of Delegates to Corresponding Bodies 35
Emergency Fund for Foreign Missions 144

Exposition at St. Louis, 1904, Exhibit at 273

Finance, Report of Treasurer of General Synod 86
" Report of Standing Committee on 254

Fraternal Greetings to and from other Churches 269
" " " Woman's Missionary Society 86

German-English Work 86

Hungarians, Work among 86

Hymnal, Report of General Committee on the 262

Institutions, Benevolent, The interests of considered 163
"

Educational, The interests of considered 269

Japan Missionary 113

Lemmata of General Synod 2

.Legacies Received by Home Mission Board 63, 64, 65, 66
" " by Foreign Mission Board 122

Liturgical Form for reception of members on reprofession 264

Memorials and Gifts for our New Mission Building 146

Matters referred to the Classes 255, 256

Members of General Synod in attendance 3

Ministerial Relief Society 167

Ministers of other Churches present 10

Minutes of Classes, English, Report of Committee on 25
" " German, Report of Committee on 27
"

District Synods and Reports thereon 19
" Eastern Synod 20
" Ohio Synod 20
" Synod of Northwest 21
"

Pittsburgh Synod 21
" Potomac Synod 22
" German Synod of East 22
"

Central Synod 23
"

Interior Synod 24
"

General Synod, Report of Committee on 17
" " " Action on report of 19

Missionaries in Japan, Twelve new 94

Missionaries at Yochow and Chenchow 125

Missions, Report of General Board of Home 50
" Report of Missionary of Harbor 59-70
" Report of Elder Geo. W. Stein, Treasurer of Home 78
" Report of Treasurer of Church Building Funds 78
" Report of Standing Committee on Home 84
"

Election of General Board of Home 163
"

Statistics of Home, under General Board 81-83
" Report of Board of Foreign 89
" Report of Jos. L. Lemberger, Treas. of Board of Foreign, 132
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PAGE.

Missions, Report of Standing Committee on Foreign 154
"

Election of Board of Foreign 163
"

Statistical Summary of Foreign 152-153

Necrology of Reformed Ministers for last three years 49
Need of fuller Statistics 261

Nominations and Elections, Report of Committee on 268

Obituary of Dr. Jacob Dahlman 46
Officers of the General Synod 10

Orphan Homes, Report of Board of Directors for 163
" " Report of Standing Committee on 166

Our Literary Institutions 269
Overtures from Classes 26

" Report of Standing Committee on 29
Place and Time for next Meeting of General Synod 275
Presentation of Gavel by Dr. Prugh 3

Printing of Minutes of General Synod 258, 259
Publications of Mission Board 149

Resignation of Rev. C. Noss 150

Railroad Transportation and Registration, Report of Committee on, 271
" Committee on, for ne.xt Synod 273

Record of Licensures and Ordinations 260

Reformed Church Bulletin 86

Religious Services, Report of Standing Committee on 14

Reporters' Services acknowledged 275

Requests from Classes 26

Restoration of IMembers 'to Church Fellowship 267

Roll Clerk, Salary of 257
Roll of the Missions 69-81

Rules of Order of General Synod observed 10

Society for Relief of Ministers and their Widows, etc 167
" Reports of Spe-

cial Committee on 168, 169, 170

Society of Relief, under General Synod, Committee appointed for

organization of 172-174

Standing Committees as appointed 11

State of the Church, Report on 42

Statistical Summary of Missions y^
Statistical Summary of Missions in Japan 152-153

Sunday-school, Hungarian Literature. 179
"

Educational work of 183
"

Editorial department of 193

New Books of Board of 195

Work, The Annual Report on 201

Board, Statement of Receipt and Expenditure of. . 199
" Report of Treasurer of 197
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PAGE,

Sunday-schools, Report of Board of 177
"

Election of Board of 263.
" Report of Standing Committee on 201

Synodical Minutes 17

Synod's Visit to Various Institutions 274

Synods, District, Apportionments made to the 255, 256

Thanks, Resolutions of, adopted by General Synod 276

Time and Place for next Triennial Session 275

Treasurer of Church Building Funds, Report of 78

Treasurer of General Synod, Report of the 251

Treasurer of Home Missionary Board, Report of 76

Woman's Missionary Society, Help given by 6r-86

Young People's Societies 175, 189, 289
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