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THE
PREFACE

(oF THE PIRST EDITION IN 4831.)

After the publication in our establishment at Venice of
Armenian Dictionaries for the French and Italien languages,
there still remained the arduous task of completing a similar
work in English and Armenian. Ve were aware of the im-
portance of such a Dictionary to the interests of our nation.
We know that the English language not only is the deposi-

of the most precious treasures of science and literature,
but has gained a decided ascendency in the commercial in-
tercourse of the globe: and we had been frequently urged
by the Armenian subjects of His Britannic Majesty in the East
Indies to furnish them, by our philological labours, with the
means of prosecuting advantageously a study of so much con-
sequence fo their immediate interests. But as our College at
SaAN LazzaAro has in it’s literary enterprises always needed
the assistance of benefactors, so in this important underta-
king it required aid and encouragement from without. Such
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aid and encouragement it has found in the kindness of some

English gentlemen. Among these we are proud to name, Lord
Byron, the most distinguished of the English poets even in
the present splendid age of English poetry, who, after having
studied Armenian among, us, induced us to publish a short
Armenian Grammar of the English tongue for the use of Ar-
menians, and also assisted us in the composition of an En-
glish grammar of the Armenian tongue for the use of his own
countrymen. Edward Lombe Esquire, a young gentleman of
distinguished talents and fond of the study of languages, af-
terwards induced us to print the latter. Finally John Brand
Esquire, Master of Arts of the University of Cambridge, per-
ceiving that the two Grammars were not sufficient to supply
the wants of a student, and hearing that we were desirous
of composing Dictionaries for the mutual benefit of the En-
glish and Armenian Nations, promised us his aid in the pro-
secution of the undertaking.

After the toil of several years, we now enjoy the satis-
faction of presenting to the public the first volume, which
contains the Armenian interpretation of the words and phra-
ses of the English language. — In the composition of it we
have had the celebrated Dictionary of D. Johnson constantly
before us. Bowing to the great and well merited authority of
that work, we have not presumed either to omit any of the
words contained in it, even though they should now be rarely
in use, or to introduce any of the few terms which have been
since adopted and naturalised by the nation. At the same time,
to facilitate the progress of Armenians, we have in imitation
of the much esteemed Pronouncing Dictionary of M. Walker,
subjoined to the English words their pronunciation in Arme-
nian characters. This we thought indispensable, because wi-
thout some such aid the student would have been embarras-
sed by innumerable difficulties in the accentuation of En-
glish words and in the pronunciation of their several sylla-
bles. In this part of our labour we experienced the benefit of
the copiousness of the Armenian alphabet, the thirty eight
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letters of which gave us the means of expressing with con-
siderable accuracy the various sounds admitted into English
articulation. The sounds expressed by ¢k, by close a and by
w0 are indeed not easy to be uttered by armenian organs or
to be represented to armenian ears. Ve have howerer done
our best to find such combinations of characters as may con-
vey to our countrymen a tolerably, though not perfectly, ac-
curate idea of the sounds denoted by these letters. — Ve
have distinguished the different significations of English words
in Armenian by a point (.) and synonymes by a comma (,).
In imitation of D. Johnson we have prefixed to this volu-
me for the benefit of Armenian students an accurate abridge-
ment of English Grammar: and we have also subjoined to it
a short list of the proper names of persons.

After the great toil which we have incurred for the be-
nefit of two nations, we hope that those who are fond of the
study of the English or Armenian languages will view with
indul gence the errors into which, according to the usual lot
of man, we must occasionally have fallen; and that, whate-
ver they may think of our labours, they will at least acknow-
ledge the meritoriousness of the intentions and endeavours
of M. Brand, who assisted by us, is now engaged in the com-
position of the second volume which is to contain the Arme-
nian and English Dictionary, and who intends to present it
ere long to the public.
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