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x PREFACE

The bulk of Chapters XVII. to XXI. first appeared
in the Re-Settlement Number of the Jewssk Chronicle,
by the kindness and courtesy of whose proprietors and
editor I have been permitted to incorporate them in
the present volume. With regard to the illustrations,
which were selected in consultation with Mr. Elkan
Adler and Mr. Israel Solomons, I must express my
acknowledgments of the assistance rendered by Mr.
Gustave Tuck. The greater number of the illustra-
tions are reproduced from rare engravings in the
possession of Mr. Israel Solomons. To Mr. Elkan
Adler I am indebted for the portrait of his late father,
Dr. N. M. Adler, and to Mrs. James H. Solomon for
that of her late uncle, Mr. Lionel L. Cohen. The
photographs of the House of Aaron of Lincoln and
of Clifford’s Tower, York, were taken by Mr. Frank
Haes.

April 1907.
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20 THE JEWS IN ENGLAND

England” (1873) ; A. Neubauer, “ Notes on the Jews in Oxford” ;
Francis Peck, “The Antiquarian Annals of Stamford” (1727);
C. H. Col?er, “Annals of Cambridge,” vol. i. (1842); Thomas
Baker, “History of the College of St. John the Evangelist,
Cambridge ” (1869) ; Walter Rye, “ The Persecutions of the Jews in
Esl;;gsl)and " (Publications of the Anglo-Jewish Historical Exhibition,
1888).



































































































THE MASSACRE AT YORK 49

Judaica; R. Holinshed, *“ Chronicles” ; Walter of Hemingburyh,
*“ Chronicon® (H. C. Hamilton, editor, vol i., 1808); J. E. Blunt.
“The Jews in England” ; Robert Davies, “ The Medieval 1:-‘3
of York” (7The Yorkskive Archeological and Topographical
Journal, vol. iii, 1875) ; W. Hargrove, “ History and Description
of the Ancient City of York ? (1818).
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his Jews, whom he compelled to act as the ministers
of his barbarous designs.!

AUTHORITIES :—]. M. Rigg, “Select Pleas, &c.,” “ Calendar of
the Plea Rolls of the Exchequer of the Jews” (1908); T. Madox,
“ History of the Exchequer”; C. Gross, “ The Exchequer of the
Jews of England”; M. D. Davis, “ Hebrew Deeds of English
Jews” (1888) ; W. Prynne, “A Short Demurrer” ; D’Bloissiers
Tovey, Anglia Judaica; B. L. Abrahams, “ The Expulsion of
the Jews from England ” ; J. E. Blunt, “ The Jews in England” ;
Rymer's “Fadera”; “ Dictionary of Political Economy,” article
“ Jews, Exchequer of the”; J. Jacobs, “ The Jews of Angevin
England”; P. C. Webb, “ The Question whethera Jew” (1753) ;
Matthew Paris, CAronica Majora (ed. Luard, 1883); L. O. Pike,
“A History of Crime in England.”

1 Chron. de Mailross, ad ann. 1216.






























70 THE JEWS IN ENGLAND

accused in their own way. The exact date and result
of the trial are unknown, but in 1241 some at least of
the prisoners were hanged, after having been dragged
to the gallows at the tails of horses, and one, having
fled the country, was outlawed. In the midst of the
Odard affair at Norwich, the Jews of Winchester
suffered persecution on account of an alleged ritual
murder in that city in 1232,

AUTHORITIES :(—]. M. Rigg, “Select Pleas,” &c., “ Calendar
of the Plea Rolls of the Exchequer of the Jews,” vol. i. (1905) ;
T. Madox, “ History of the Exchequer”; D’Bloissiers Tovey,
Asrgglia Judaica; Matthew Paris, Ckronica Majora (Editor, Luard,
1 ; Rymer's “Feedera”; J. E. Blunt, “The Jews in Eng-
land”; L. O. Pike, “A History of Crime in England”; “ Jewish
Encyclopedia,” article, * Isaac of Norwich”; W. Prynne, “ A Short
Demurrer” ; B. L. Abrahams, “ The Expulsion of the Jews from
England”; W. Rye, “The Persecutions of the Jews, on the
Circumcision ofa Boy at Norwich in 1230 ? (* Norfolk Antiquarian
Miscellany,” vol. i.); “Patent Rolls of the Reign of Henry III.,
1216 to 1225 (1901), “ 1225 to 1232 ” (1903), *“ 1232 to 1247 ” (1906) ;
“Close Rolls of the Reign of Henry III,, 1227 to 1231” (1902),
“1231 to 1234” (1905); “Documents 1illustrative of English
History in the Thirteenth and Fourteenth Centuries” (ed.
H. Cole, 1844).
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Expulsion, in 1290, Elias was still living in London, Elias of

but his ultimate fate is unknown. Elias was also
learned in Jewish law, and as such consulted by the
king.?

AUTHORITIES :—]. Jacobs, “ The London Jewry, 1290” ; J. M.
Rigg, “Select Pleas,” &c., “ Calendar of the Plea Rolls,” vol. i. ;
W. Prynne, “A Short Demurrer”; Matthew Paris, Chronica
Majora; Rymer's “ Feedera” ; J. E. Blunt, “The Jews in Eng-
land ”; “ Jewish Encyclopedia,” articles, “ Elyas of London” and
“Aaron of York”; C. Gross, “ The Exchequer of the Jews of
England ” ; D’Bloissiers Tovey, Anglia Judaica ; B. L. Abrahams,
“The Expulsion of the Jews from England” ; “ Patent Rolls
of the Reign of Henry I11., 1232 to 1247.”

! This sketch of Elias is based on material furnished by Dr. Jacobs and
published in * The London Jewry, 1290.” Dr. H. P. Stokes takes ex-
ception, however, to several of the identifications which assist to form this
sketch, and claims that there were two distinct personages of the name of
Elias, who have been confused by Dr. Jacobs. The evidence he brings
forward in support of this view seems conclusive.
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AUTHORITIES:—B. L. Abrahams, “ The Expulsion of theEjews n.
R. Holinshed, “ Chronicles” ; 'I M. Rigg, “ The Jews of England
in the Thirteenth Century”; D’Bloissiers Tovey, Anglia
Judaica; ]J. E. Blunt, “The Jews in England”; G. H. Leonard,
“The Expulsion of the Jews by Edward 1.” (7ransactions of the
Royal Historical Society, vol.v., 1891) ; W. Rye, “ The Persecutions
of the {ews: On the Circumcision of a Boy at Norwich in 1230”
(Norfolk Antiquarian Miscellany, vol. i.); R. Davies, “On the
Medi=zval Jews of York ”; J. Jacobs, ‘Little St. Hugh”; Anthony
2 Wood, “The History and Antiquities of the University of
Oxford”; A. Neubauer, “Notes on the Jews in Oxford”;
A. Hume, “St. Hugh of Lincoln”; “Jewish Encyclogedia,” articles,
“Berechiah de Nicole,” “Lincoln,” *Norwich,” “Oxford,”
“York”; “Patent Rolls of the Reign of Edward 1., 1281 to
1292” (1893); “Close Rolls of the Reign of Edward I., 1288 to

1296 ” (1904).
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B. L. Abrahams, “The Expulsion of the Jews from England”
(Jewssk Quarterly Review, vol. ii.); M. Fnedlinder, “Ibn Ezra
in England” (Zransactions, i/ewx'sh Historical Society, vol. vii.) ;
D. Kauffmann, “ The Ritual of England before 1290” (/ewssk
guarlerly Review, vols. iii.,, iv., and vi.); S. Singer, “ Early

ranslations and Translators of the Jewish Liturgy in England”
(Transactions, Jewish Historical Society, vol. iii.) ; A, Neubauer,
‘“English Massorites” ( Jewisk Quarterly Review, vol. ii.); J. M.
Rigg, “The Jews of England in the Thirteenth Century” ( JewssA
Quarterly Review, vol. xv.) ; Anthony 3 Wood, “ The History and
Antiquities of the University of Oxford” ; Francis Peck, “ The
Antiquarian Annals of Stamford ” ; “ Jewish Encyclopedia,” article,
“ Berechiah ben Natron ai Krespia Ha Nakdan.”
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in the prophets, it bears upon it the imagery of the s style.
Hebrew lyrics without being overborne by it, and

gives earnest and impressive utterance to apostolical
argument and appeal.”?

AUTHORITIES:—B. F. Westcott, “ A General View of the History
of the English Bible” (1905) ; John Eadie, “ The English Bible”
(1876) ; F. H. Scrivener, “ The Cambridge Paragraph Bible” (In-
troduction) (1873) ; Anthony Johnson, “ An Historical Account of
the Several English Translations of the Bible” (1730); William
Newcome, “ An Historical View of the English Bible Translations”
(1792); John Lewis, ‘‘ History of the English Translations of the
Bible” é1818); W. F. Moulton, “The History of the English
Bible” (1878) ; John Stoughton, “Our English Bible” (1878);
A. Edgar, “The Bibles of England” (1889); Dr. Mombert,
“English Versions of the Bible” (1890); H. W. Hoare, “ The
Evolution of the English Bible” (1901) ; C. Anderson, “ Annals of
the British Bible” (1845) ; “ Dictionary of National Bio, raghy”;
¢ EncycloPedia Britannica,” articles, “ The English Bible” and
“ Hebrew.”

1 Dr. John Eadie, *The English Bible,” vol. ii. p. 228.
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170 THE JEWS IN ENGLAND

Junto or Caball,” it is recorded that ¢their real
designe is to plunder and disarme the City of London
and all the country round about. . . . and to sell it
(the plunder) in bulk to the Jews, whom they have
lately admitted to set up their banks and magazines of
Trade amongst us contrary to an Act of Parliament
for their banishment.”

AUTHORITIES :(—Lucien Wolf, “ Menasseh ben Israel’s Mission
to Oliver Cromwell” (1901), “ The Re-Settlement of the Jews in
England ” (1888) ; H. S. Q. Henriques, “ The Return of the Jews
to England” (1905); S. R. Gardiner, “ History of the Common-
wealth and Protectorate,” vols. ii. and iv. (1903); C. H. Firth,
“Some Historical Notes, 1648-1680," (7ransactions, Jewish
Historical Society, vol. iv., 1903) ; “ Original Letters and Papers
of State addressed to Oliver Cromwell,” published by John
Nickolls, Junior (1743) ; F. W. Maitland, “ Apostasy at Common
Law?” (Law Quarterly Review, vol. ii., 1886); E. S. of Middle-
sex (Sir E. K. Spencer), “ An Epistle to the learned Manasse
ben Israel ” (1650{; “ Dictionary of National Biography”; “ En-
cyclopedia of the Laws of England,” articles, “ Heresy” and
“ Umformity ” ; “ Statutes of the Realm.”
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188 THE JEWS IN ENGLAND

and through Menasseh’s instrumentality considerable
additions made to the collection.

Menasseh'’s political objects in this connection were
cut short by the abdication of the queen, but the cor-
respondence between them continued after that event.
He waited upon her during her stay at Antwerp, and
shortly afterwards wrote his Oracion panegyrica d la
Magd. de Christina, Reyna de Suecia. He also applied
to her for pecuniary assistance in the publication of
his large Spanish Bible; the result of the application
is not known.

AUTHORITIES :—Lucien Wolf, “ American Elements in the Re-
Settlement” (7ransactions, jewu-la Historscal Soae?r vol. iii., 1899);
H. Adler, “A Homage to Menasseh ben Israel” (Zransactions,
Jewish Historical Socety, vol. i., 1895) ; M. Kayserling, “ The Life
and Labours of Manasseh ben lsrael” (* Miscellany of Hebrew
Literature,” vol. ii., 1877) ; Albert M. Hyamson, “ The Lost Tribes
and the Influence of the Search for them on the Return of the Jews
to England ” ( Jewisk Quarterly Review, vol. xv., 1903) ; M. Gaster,
‘“Manasseh ben Israel's Literary Activity” (/ewssh Chronicle,
Pec.ll’; 1905); “Jewish Encyclopedia,” article, “ Manasseh ben
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THE SEPHARDIM 229

the defence of orthodox Judaism, and in its course Nieto's

he did not hesitate to denounce the errors of its
impugners, whether Christian, Sabbathaian, Caraite,
or merely the ignorant members of his own con-
gregation. His learning was deep, his energy un-
bounded. Science, literature, art, and poetry all had
attractions for him, and to each he proved a worthy
son. Moreover, he showed a conspicuous firmness
of character and independence of spirit. Nieto was
born in Venice in 1654, and studied theology and
medicine. The Leghorn community conferred upon
him the dual offices of preacher and physician, and
these he filled until his call to London on the eve of
the opening of the new and enlarged synagogue.

AUTHORITIES :—Lucien Wolf, “ The Jewry of the Restoration”;
M. Gaster, “ History of the Ancnent Synagogue”; J. Plccnotto,
“ S&cet’ches of Anglo-Jewish History” (1875); “ Jewish Encyclo-
pedia.”

vity.



The problem
of the poor.

CHAPTER XXIV

THE EXTERNAL HISTORY OF THE
COMMUNITY

(1677-1690)

THE period that intervened between the attacks on
the London Jew in 1673 and 1685 was by no means
without incident, so far as the external history of
Anglo-Jewry was concerned. The attempt to inter-
fere with the observance by Jewish settlers of their
religion having been foiled in the earlier year, the anti-
Jewish party looked about for another opportunity of
annoying the colony. In July 1677 the attention of
the aldermen of the city was called to the existence
of a “number of destitute aliens pretending to be
Jews.” A Jewish migration from the east of Europe
had been in motion for nearly a generation. The
persecutions of the Cossacks in the middle of the
century had had their natural sequel, and crowds
of Jews and Jewesses had been fleeing westwards
in order to avoid the cruelties of Chmielnicki and
his followers. Hamburg and Amsterdam, the Jewish
centres on the North Sea, were filled with fugitive
Jews. Menasseh ben Israel, in his endeavours to
effect a settlement in England, had been not unmind-
ful of the fortunes of his troubled co-religionists.
The first balance-sheet of the London Sephardi
congregation shows a considerable amount devoted
to the needs of poor Jews. Once the matter
was brought before the Court of Aldermen it acted
promptly. It was decided that no “Jews without

good estate” should be permitted to reside or lodge
a30





































































THE ASHKENAZIM 247

all parts of the country. The problem that faced the Dispersion of
Ashkenazi community of the metropolis was dealt ™™=
with by means of dispersion. Pedlars were not only

sent inland from the coast towns. London was also

in many instances their headquarters, and from that

centre they went as far afield as Lancashire and
Northumberland.

AUTHORITIES :(—Lucien Wolf, “The N’vei Tzedek” (/ew:sk
Chronicle, April 5, 1895), “Benjamin Levy” (Jewish Chronicle,
August 7, 1903), “ The Hambro Synagogue” ( fewisk Chronicle,
Nov. 18, 1892), “ First Stage of Jewish Emancipation,” “ The His-
tory and Genealogy of the Jewish Families of Yates and Samuel ”
(1901); H. Adler, “ The Chief Rabbis of England” (1887);
J. Picciotto, “ Sketches of Anglo-Jewish History ” ; “ MSS. Records
of the Great Synagogue”; ¢ lewish Board of Guardians Report ”
(1859), “ Jewish Encyclopedia.



Barbadoes, the
first English
colony to
admit Jews.

CHAPTER XXVI

THE COLONIES
(1625-1800)

ALTHOUGH at the time of Menasseh ben Israel’s
embassy, re-admission had not yet been gained for
the Jews to the soil of England, and no Jew as such
had the formal right of residence within the country,
in other parts of the British dominions other con-
ditions prevailed.

The island of Barbadoes was the first colony in
which undisguised Jews settled. Discovered by the
English in 1605, it was settled by them twenty years
later, and Jews are generally supposed to have been
included among the earliest colonists. Three years
later, in 1628, it is certain that there were some Jewish
inhabitants. As compared with other states and
colonies, there was practically no anti-Jewish dis-
crimination practised in the island, the disabilities
under which the Jews lay being few and of little
importance. In 1656 the Jewish Colony was benefited
by the grant of the enjoyment of the privileges of
“Laws and Statutes of Ye Commonwealth of England
and of this Island, relating to foreigners and strangers,”
and five years later letters of denization were granted
to several Jewish settlers. The dissolution of the
Jewish community in Cayenne led to an immigration
into the island, whose Jewish colony was thus rein-
forced. The prosperity of these settlers progressed
to such an extent that jealousies were aroused, and
endeavours were made to obtain legal restrictions on

their commercial activities. These efforts were, how-
248





















THE COLONIES s

members to contribute to the funds fur the henefit
of the poor, the heads of the Spanish and Portuguese
synagogue petitioned the Assembly to compel the de-
faulting members to take their share of the burden,
A bill was introduced for this purpose, but it wax
rejected, and nothing more was heard of the matter,

From the end of the seventeenth century Jows were In ihe o
found scattered throughout the other West Indian "W
possessions of England, but in small numbers, Occa-
sional references to them are to be found in the
records. For instance, in 1694 an Act was adopted
by Parliament for the purpose of preventing the Jows
from engrossing commodities imported into the lae-
ward Islands. On the petition of the Jews it wan
repealed seven years later, on the promise that in
case of war they would assist in the defence of the
islands.

The date of the first orgamsed settlement on the In Nonh
North American continent is generally given as 1654, ™™
when a number of Dutch Jews landed in the Dutch
colony of New Amsterdam, now New York, to be
followed a few months later (in 1655) by co-religion-
ists who had left Brazil on its evacuation by the
Datch. Before this immigration scattered Jews were
to be found occasionally on the mainland, notably in
Marviand, and in 1652 it is stated that 2 colony of
Jewish soldiers and sailors was sent 1o New Amster-
dam by the Dutch Wext India Company. Abxnst the
same date jews forst arsived in the Engsh cobony of
Rbode luland, »lure the mvost tolerant goverinna s
then existing was to be found. 1 dwt ooy i
comars, v fatier of wiat w.wxu.lny, W 2AA 4P uAY
the saxoe nigine wud privileges as Kuglishuwen, wid,

m fagt, were grated nuturabsetion uuswdiatsly on
toudiung tue sul of the vulopy.

ko 200g Kew Sausierdam passod under tie dovamion
of the kaginh aud Lecame Dew York Tihe sty
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Thefirst Jewish the former was attached to the English army. The
& first Jewish congregation was formed in 1768, and a

cemetery was purchased seven years later.
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the new-comers. The Berberiskos and Italianos were
grouped with the Tudeskos and Polaccos. They

were equally considered Foresteiros, and as such at

first denied and afterwards only grudgingly admitted

to the full privileges of the community. The siege Gibraltar Jews
of Gibraltar in 1781 furnished an appreciable addi- E‘,:ﬁ:‘d.
tion to this element in the Anglo-Jewish population.

Jews, coming for the most part from Morocco, had
settled in that fortress on its annexation by the
English in 1704, and had gradually formed a con-
siderable community there. During the privations of

the lengthy siege, several shiploads of Jews managed

to escape and to reach England, where they settled.

AUTHORITIES :—M. Gaster, “ History of the Ancient Syna-
gogue,” *Presidential Address delivered before the Jewish His-
tonical Society” (Jewisk Chronicle, 23rd Nov. 1906) ; J. Picciotto,
* Sketches of Anglo-Jewish History” ; * Dictionary of National
Biography ” ; “ Jewish Encyclopedia.”
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CHAPTER XXX

THE ASHKENAZIM
(x765-1797)

A pomtmel]n ON the resignation by Rabbi Hart Lyon (Zevi Hirsch)

Tewe!

of the rabbinate of the Great Synagogue, Rabbi David
Tewele Schiff of Frankfort-on-Main was appointed
his successor. He came to London in 1765, and
shortly after his arrival assisted at the re-opening of
the synagogue which had been rebuilt and enlarged
in order to afford accommodation for a congregation
that was continually growing. The membership of
the congregation, however, although it increased in
numbers did not proportionately become wealthier.
On the other hand, the great bulk of the new members
came from the poorest classes in the community, and
the congregation in its corporate capacity had for
a long term of its existence an arduous struggle to
preserve itself. In these circumstances a legacy of
£3500, left to the synagogue in 1769 by Lazarus
Simon, one of its oldest members, must have been
especially welcome. The whole of that amount was
not to be devoted to general purposes, but as at that
period the synagogue was not merely a house of
prayer but also a centre of communal life in all
its branches, no matter to what specific communal
objects the legacy was devoted, the funds of the con-
gregation were none the less relieved. Of the legacy
of Lazarus Simon, the interest on £1000 was to be
applied to clothing and providing doles for six desti-
tute men and the same number of destitute women,

while the interest on a similar amount was to be
292
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a similar purpose. Services had been held for many

years in the private house of Baron de Symons of The Western
Bedford Row, since his arrival from St. Petersburg in SY"28%ve:
1768. On his death those who had grown ac-
customed to meet in his house determined to estab-

lish a small synagogue. At first rooms were taken in
Bedford Row, but the congregation soon removed to
Denmark Court, Strand, where a synagogue was
established in 1797. The congregation removed some

years later to St. James's Place, Haymarket. The
founders of the new synagogue received every display

of sympathy from the authorities of the city syna-
gogues, and an agreement was made between the new
community and its older colleagues for burial and

other purposes.

AUTHORITIES :—Lucien Wolf, “ The N’vei Tzedek ” ; Benjamin
Levy, “The Meshebat Nephesk” (1879); H. Adler, “The
Chief Rabbis of England”; J. Picciotto, “ Sketches of Anglo-
Jewish History ” ; Matthias Levy, “ The Western Synagogue”
(1897), “ MS. Records of the Great Synagogue,” * Jewish Board
of Guardians Report (1859).”



CHAPTER XXXI

THE OPENING OF THE NINETEENTH
CENTURY
(1792-1824)

AT the opening of the nineteenth century, according
to the authority of Mr. Patrick Colquhoun, the magis-
trate, the Jewish population of London amounted to
20,000, and various provincial centres held five or six
thousand Jews in addition. Those in London wor-
shipped in six synagogues. In the provinces twenty
were to be found. Another writer of the period,
W. de Archenholtz, drew a very sharp distinction
between the Sephardim and Ashkenazim of London.
“Dress, language, manners, cleanliness, politeness,
everything distinguishes them, much to the advantage
of the former, who have little to distinguish them
from Christians. The difference is discernible even
in their public worship and prejudices ; the physiog-
nomy is the only thing they have in common.” All
the Jews who were forced to leave Holland and
Germany, he said, took refuge in England, and
proved a most undesirable addition to the population.
Anglo-Jewish  The period, however, was not unprolific in Anglo-
celebrities  Jewish celebrities, both Ashkenazi and Sephardi.
Myer Lyon, professionally known as Leoni, the
opera-singer, was in 1790 a chorister in Duke's
Place Synagogue, where his voice often attracted
distinguished auditors. A pupil of his, John Braham
or Abrahams (17747-1856), also a chorister at the
same synagogue, attained an even greater fame on
300






























CHAPTER XXXII

THE REFORM MOVEMENT
(1802-1885)

The troubles of BY the close of the eighteenth century the continual

the Sephardim.

Reforms
suggested.

inflow of foreign Ashkenazim had gradually placed
their community, from the point of view of numbers,
in a position of excessive superiority over the Sep-
hardim. These had lost their boasted priority, of
which they had been so proud, and had gradually
sunk to a position of but a fraction of the Jews of
England. That fraction, however, still contained
almost the whole of the better class of English Jews.
The position of the Bevis Marks congregation, more-
over, had become unsatisfactory. The finances fell
away to such an extent that a subscription had at one
time to be opened, by which an amount of {2500 was
raised. The number of members as well as the
revenue had decreased. The services were not con-
ducted to the satisfaction of the congregants. Such
a pass did affairs reach, that in the second year of the
nineteenth century an inquiry was made into the
ecclesiastical state of the Sephardi community.

The general dissatisfaction was voiced at a meeting
of the elders in 1803 by Isaac Mocatta, who con-
demned the spiritual decay of the community. He
complained especially of the neglect into which
education had fallen. He suggested a thorough
change in the methods, and especially the substitution
of English for Spanish as the language into which
the prayers were to be translated. The Council of
Wardens, in their reference to a committee appointed
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parent congregation. The condition of the Sephardi
congregation was investigated, and, as a consequence,
many minor reforms were adopted. Among the
other steps taken was the opening of a branch
synagogue in West London. If this step had been
taken twenty years earlier the secession of 1840
would, in all probability, have been avoided, or, at
any rate, considerably postponed.

AUTHORITIES :(—M. Gaster, “ History of the Spanish and
Portuguese Congregation” ; Lucien Wolf, “ The Queen’s Jewry,”
(The Jewisk Year-Book, 1897) ; ]. Picciotto, “ Sketches of Anglo-
Jewish History”; “ Dictionary of National Biography” ; “ Jewish
Encyclopedia.”
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possess over Three Per Cent. Consols.” Another
begged the House “in the name of the Lord Jesus
Christ to preserve the religion of Christianity, the
religion of the State, from being defiled by the
introduction of the Bill.”

AUTHORITIES :—Lucien Wolf, “ The Queen’s Jewry”; B. L.
Abrahams, “Sir I. L. Goldsmid and the Admission of the Jews
of England to Parliament” (ZTransactions of the Jewisk Historical
Society of Fngland, vol. iv., 1903); Sir Spencer Walpole, “ A
History of Twenty-Five Years” (1904), * Parliamentary Debates,
1830-1845,” “Jewish Progress in the Victorian Era” (Jewisk
Chronicle, May 7, 14, 21, 1897), “ MS. Records of the London
Committee of Deputies.”
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to that of the Court of Exchequer was reached in
a higher court, and Salomons would have carried
the case to the House of Lords, if he had not been
defeated in the general election that supervened. By
these decisions Salomons was not only mulcted in
heavy fines, but also became liable to deprivation of
the right to be a party to any civil suit, to be a
guardian of a child, or an executor, and to the loss
of several other rights of citizenship. The Conserva-
tive Government, however, immediately introduced
and carried through Parliament a measure removing
all these penalties, excepting the fine to which mem-
bers of the House of Commons were liable for taking
their seats before taking the oath, and, in order to
cover the case of Salomons, the Act was made retro-
spective.

The Conservative Government was short-lived, and
in 1853 Lord Aberdeen introduced the old measure,
which met with the usual fate. It was thereupon
decided to adopt a new course of action. In the
course of the last generation all the disabilities, with
the exception of one, under which the Jews laboured,
had been removed. The Bill, in the form in which
it had been continually introduced, was no longer
necessary. Accordingly, it was determined to deal
with the parliamentary oaths alone, and Lord Lynd-
hurst introduced a Bill into the House of Lords for
the purpose of striking out from them such portions
“as were inoperative, idle, and absurd.” He, how-
ever, failed to induce the Peers to accept his proposal.
In the three successive years the Oaths Bill was
defeated by the Lords, although in 1857 the Govern-
ment accepted an amendment providing that no Jew
should hold the office of Regent of the Kingdom,
Prime Minister, Lord Chancellor, Lord Lieutenant of
Ireland, or Commissioner to the General Assembly of
the Church of Scotland. In the session 1857-1858
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Eligibilityof  discussion on a Bill that proposed to open the offices
Jews for certain

offices, of Lord High Chancellor and Lord Lieutenant of
Ireland to all English citizens, irrespective of their
religious beliefs, it transpired that, so far as Jews
were concerned, the proposed legislation was un-
necessary.

AUTHORITIES :(—Lucien Wolf, “The Queen’s Jewry”; Sir
Spencer Walpole, “A History of Twenty-Five Years,” vol. ii.;
“chish Progress in the Victorian Era” ( Jewssh Chronicle, May
28, June 4, 1897); “MS. Records of the London Committee of
Deputies,”  Parliamentary Debates, 1833-1858”; “ Dictionary of .
National Biography.”
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an open letter to the Secretary of the Hambro
Synagogue, but for the time being his representations
met with no response. Gompertz was in advance of
his time, but by less than two decades. In 1858,
on the occasion of the exceptional distress and the
consequent strain on the synagogue resources, the
moral of the Liverpool experiment was again pointed.
Lionel Cohen, a great grandson of Levi Barent
Cohen, and Ephraim Alex were the pioneers on this
occasion. The failure of Gompertz was retrieved by
them, and on the 16th of March 1859 the first meeting
was held of the Board of Guardians for the Relief of
the Jewish Poor.' So signal has been the success of
this institution in all departments of philanthropic
work, that its methods and organisation are held up
as patterns to all similar institutions in the general
community.

Having succeeded in this direction, Lionel Cohen
turned his attention to another movement of con-
centration that was urgently needed. Repeated
efforts had been made in the past to effect some
combination between the Ashkenazi synagogues of
London, but the mutual rivalries had invariably pre-
vented their success. In 1863 Cohen, who was at
the time an overseer of the Great Synagogue, en-
deavoured to arrange a union between that synagogue
and the Hambro, but without success. Three years
later, however, the chief rabbi seized an opportunity
that occurred for urging a combination of all the
metropolitan synagogues under his jurisdiction. The
suggestion was adopted by Cohen, and as a result of
a series of conferences over which he presided, the
United Synagogue was brought into existence by Act
of Parliament in 1870. A further step in the same
direction was taken in 1887, when the majority of
the small synagogues in the East End of London
were, at the instance of Sir (then Mr.) Samuel
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