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LETTER XXXV,

Slownefs of mules. Vago and Dom Manueh.
A defart. Eftallages aiias Stables. Fe-

male coynefls. Tbe conguering barber.
Faols and thieves.

Yientafnuevas, Sept. 18, 1760,

O late to bed and rife early, and a
ftraw-bag will prove as comfortable
as any matrafs. I have flept five hourson
that ftraw-bag; and as to the vermin of
Aldeagallego they only put one in mind of
the Pafguil-makers at Rome, or the
Monthly and Critical Reviewers of Eng-
'land, who would do mxfchxef if they had
power.
It was near feven this morning when I
ftepped into a chaife drawn by a ftout pair
of black mules. The Caleffeires were
Vou. II, B obliged
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obliged to fhackle that of the fhafts, be-
caufe hé is 4 mew mule ; that is, a mule

.~ who never was between the fhafts. The

moment they let him loofe he ran as -if
his intention had been to perform in a
day the tafk of a fortnight. Yet mulesare
like other people. They will begin an
undertaking with a great fhow of vehe- .
mence: but their ardour foon -abates

and languor enfues. - The mule foon ceaf-

ed gallopping ; fo that Batifte in the other.
chaife, and a Dominican Friar in a third,

{oon overtook me, and the three vehicles

flowly following each other, in about fix

bours time: brought us to a-place called

Peagones. :

But before Igoa ﬁep further I muft
bring you acquainted with my ‘good
friends the Caleffeiros. One of them is a -
Portuguefe named Dom Manuel, = the
other.a Galician plainly called Yago, with-
out, any Dom or Don. Which is the
greater rogue I cannot as yet determine.
A fhop-lifter was once hang’d in England

whofe
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-whofe phiz bore fome refemblande to that

of. Yago, and 1 remember 4 fellow in the

gallies at Villafranca who had juft fuch 4.

“crooked nofe as Dom Manuels. They

'may be very'good men, faid Kelly when
he faw them ﬁrﬁ but beware of Caleffei-

ros.
* As there ‘are neither poft-chaifes nor

* ftage-coaches between the capital of Por- .

tugal and that of Spain; thofe who do not

~chufe to go on mule-back or a-foot from

either town to the qther,‘ ‘hire fuch voi-
tures as ours, which are pretty well hung
and tolerably neat; but fo l¢ifurely drawn -

-on by the mules, that a man lately ufed to

the poft-chaifes and flying-machines of

England, has time enough to exert his

patience.

During the two firft miles I faw the
land all covered with vines on each fide
of the road. ‘Then the fcene changed
though not for the better, and a county,
begun which called back to mty memory
the defcnptmn given by Lucan of Cats’s

Bz ' . joura
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journey to Utica through the fands of
Africa. To fay the truth, I did not fee
gs | went on any gfp, cencbris, bemorroid,
chelyder, or any other ferpent : but in all
other refpets Lucqn's verfes might do as
- well for the country [ croffed to-day. A
heavy, deep, and wide-ftretched fandj
plain, thinly fcattered with low bufhes,
and here and there a fmall thxckct of firs
tregs.

A little after twelvc we reached the

o above-—n,ax_ned Epallage of Peagones, fifteen,

miles from dldeagallega. 1t is with great
reafon the Portuguefe call their “inng
Eﬁallages, that is, Stables. There is room .
enough in them for mules, affes, and
other quadrupeds but theré is no room
at all for the reception of fuch bipeds as I. .
- They fay that Peagones was formerly
a confiderable town, nor have I any dif-
ficulty to believe it. But time ran away
long ago with that town, and together
with its nagme has left but two buildings
behind : .which two buildings cannot
- pro-
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properly be called houfes, as they do not
refemble any thing that goes by that name
in other countries, having fcarcely any
roof or cielings Ieéft, but brick-walls full
- of fuch large holes, that kites and vul-
 tures might eafily pafs through.
. At that where we ftopped, @ kind of

landlady offered us a méfs of chick-peas,
and fonie falt-fith, by way of dinner. Thé
chick-peas feemed feafoned with rank
oil, and I think that the fith Hasbe¢n falted
after it was rotten, What a fmell! It
would have poifoned the Trojan hoife }
- Yet Yagoand Dom Manuelo fell ravenoufly
upon both difhes, while Batifte, the friar,
and I, made fhift with madam’ Kélly's

" provifions, Nor did we want a defert,
. as, while I was running away with the
7ew muje, my two mefs-mates had ftopped
at the vine-yards, and filled a bafket with
cxcellent grapes,

At Peagones we refted full two hours ; :
then paced it again for twelve or thirteen
rhiles rore (ftill through the fandy defart

B3 like
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like fo mény Cato's) and came td' this
* Vientafnuevas, where we are to pafs thés
~ pight. o -
~ During the whole afternoon we met
with no living creature, except a fmall _
flight of birds, half a dozen theep, with
a goat, and two men following three
wretched affes, heavily loaded, As to riv
vers, ponds, fprings, or any other fort of -
water, none is to be feen from Aldeagallega
here, look which way you will. Pleafant
travelling ! An inceflant mournful fing~
ing of the Calefféiros, accompanied by the
inceffant tinkling of the mules’ bells, to«
gether with an inceffant fun hotly rever-
berating from the inceffant fand through
an inceffant folitude ! But what encreafes
the delight of fuch a journey are thofe
charming. Eflallages where you ftop to
bait at noon and to fleep at night. :
“How long I am to enjoy thefe manifold
bleffings I cannot precifely tell, as I never
croffed this country before, But this I
. kpow,'that 1 have weakly _yielded taa
‘ foolith
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foolifh fpirit of curiofity when I-cameto
vifit the Portuguefe kingdom. However,
let us go on witheut lofing our temper..
A man needs but have patience, and time
will put an end to any diftrefs. Soon or
‘lat_e we fhall make a fire of the ftraw-bag,
and the hour will come when my journey
through the province of Allemtejo will be-
a. good ftory to tell. If I fret now, I
fball then blame myfelf for having fretted.
Juft by this wretched village of Vien-
.tafnuevas, there is a royal country-houfe,
" that was built, they fay, by Philip IIL.
King of Spain, when Portugal belonged to
~ hiscrown, It isone of thelongeft edifices
that ever I faw ; but has nothing remark-
able befides thatgreat length. The back-
windows command an extenfive profpeét:
over naked ftones and fandy plains. The
King of Portugal never comes here, as he
has other country-houfes much better
built and fituated. The Dominican Friar
tells me, that about twenty leagues fur-
xher his Ma;eﬁy has another rurall man-:
B 4 fion
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fion called Zilla Vizofa, very well worth a
vifit ; but to go and fee it; would force me
to ftay a day more in Portugal, which
am loath.todo.  Of my journey through.
“this difmal region, thovgh it is but. be-

gan, I am already quite fick, :
At the feveral Effallages where I have
a:hghted that is, at Cabeza, Mafra, Cin-
tra, Peagones, and here, you cannot con-
caive how I was teazed by begging wo--
men, . 'There are always fome that come
about you with a fimpering look ; hepe
youhave had a good day’s-journey; with
you may live a thoufand years ; . then afk
you fomething to buy themfelves Alfileres,
that is, Pins. Comply with the firft de-
mand; and they have -a fecond ready, .
Bleafe Voffa Senboria, or Foffa Meffé; to give:
me fomething for a:little babe I have at-
home. ‘Well; here isfor the little babe,
But. pray, good fir, give me fomething for
my dear mother, for my younger fifter,
for my coufin, for-my niece, ‘There is-
no end. of their languid coquetry, and of
| their
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their demands, efpecially if the wenches
happento befomewhat young and fightly.
At Peagones one of them came in while -
I was at dinner, and firft begged for fome’
pin-money as ufual; then for a loaf of
bread ; then for a bit of the patty ; then’
for the wing of a fowl; then for a fliceof
cheefe ; them for aburich of grapes. Hav-’
ing complied with each demsand, fhe fat
down by me on the floor and ate heartxly
then retumed to the attack and fmiled
prettily again, and afked for fome more
money, Well: take this, fweet Senbora.
HMave you enough how ? Ob Senbor, Voffa
" MefF betam querido (Sir,you are fo gentle)
that I hope you will give me that little
trunk to.put my things in. Machlefs
impudence! A new trunk covered with
Ruffia-leather ! But give me this fan.
The weather, fir, is fo intolerable hot !
For this reafon I muft keep it : but come
. next winter, fiveet miftrefs, and you fhall
have it. I verily believe, had I given her
, an
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an eye, that fhe would have afked for the.
. other, ‘ e
. 'Take this as a fpecimen of female Por-
tuguefc coynefs. As for the Effallageiros,
Caleffeiros, and in general all men of low
condition, they will {peak .to you unco--
vered ; but alyirays with a familiar {mile
on their faces, nor do they appear at all.
bafhfyl or timid.. In Lifbon 1 fent oncg. -
for a barber.- The fellow came with a.
handfome fimper on his plump cheeks..
Sir, I give you joy of your fafe arrival in.
Portugal, faid he, while placing the nap-:

kin under mychin: Thenafked leaveto -

take a pinch of fnuff out of my box..

While he was fhaving he informed meof .

many things of which he fuppofed meig-
norant, as, that in Portugal the weather is_
very hot 5 that there are figs and grapesin. .
abundance; that there is likewife plenty of
fifh becaufe the fea is near. 'His razors, he
faid, he always got from Barcelona, be-
caufc in Portugal they make none gooq._
) ' He
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He ftopp’d when the right fide of my face
wasdone, and afked me whatopinion I had
of -his countryinen ; and upon my anfwer-
ing that as yet I knew them not, being
but juft come, he feized thatopportunity
to inform me that os Portuguezes fam mu-
ilto, valerozos, and, flourifhing with his
Barcelona weapon,added with a lofty tone
that the Spaniards tremble at the name of
the Portuguefe, and that one Portuguefe
is fufficient to-put to flight half a dozen
Spaniards : nor was I fully thaved before
~ he had quite conquered both the Gaffilks.
Of fuch rodomonts I am told that Por-
tugal haseven a larger number than of
jdlers, which is faying a great deal. -
Neighbouring nations havein generat
a ftrong antipathy to each other: ‘but
that of the Portuguefe to the Spaniards
- (I{peak of the Portuguefe rabble) is car-
ried to fuch a degree. that borders upon,
madnefs. The reafon is obvious. What
chance the Portuguefe have of conquering.
Spain is next to nothing; and people will
“always
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always hate thofe who' ‘muff fometimes
~ be fought againft without any hopes of
final viCtory. On the coritrary were the
 Spaniards to be’ left untholefted by the -
other Eurdpean powers, Pot tugal would
foon be theirs if they had’' a mind ; drid

for this reafon I {uppof& they defpife the .

Portuguefe fo much, as proverbially to
fay of therithat they are feto and fiolifF,
Portuguefes pocos y .Jocos. How far this
€aftilian faying is juf®, fet thofe defermine
who know the Portuguefe beter than I.
B If Iam to believe 7: ago, theré are
thieves enough in this country. As I
ws’ getting this mornirig ints my chaife’
I afked him why He had noftep to'lex
down, that I might tiount with Iefs trou.
ble. En efla tierra furan tido; anfweted
. ¥ago ; that is, in this cotinsry, people /iéaI:
évery thing ; and fo they' Haad broker and’
ftolenthe ftep of his chaife:. Ais ai Lec-
teur, faid 1to myfelf. Hark ye, Batifte:
mmd what Yago fays, and také patticular
3 o carc
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| care of our things, at leaft uatil we are
out of ¢fig tierra.

LETTER XXXV,

Ay aduventyte in & wildernefs. Nomes of
grear togons,  Ufeleffuefs of lyes. An ko=
neft curate. Pack-faddle fuft ta iwvite

Jeep. |
’ Arrayolos, Sept, 19, 7960
BELIEVE" that of Portugal feveral
parts are very fine :. but amonft them
we muft not reckon any of the forty
miles I have croﬂ'ed yefterday and to-day,’
- which are httle lefs thana contmued wil
dernefs. '

In this wildernefs, ho,w_evcr, I have.
‘met this morning with as pretty a love~
“adventure as any in 4medis de Gaula, o

The Proweffes of Splandiano, and was with-
* in an inch, of. having a battle with two

~ knights for the fake of a lady.
I had fearcely raifed my weary limbs’
this. mqrnmg from my ftraw-bag, when
a dirty
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a dirty woman (call her a fair lady for
romance-fake) entered my room-withdut
~ any previous meflage or embaffy. I pre-
fently knew her for that fame wench who
laft night had gotten fome peices of mo-
ney out.of me by dint of importunity3
*-that is one piece for herfelf, one for. her
little girl, another for. her little boy,
and ftill another for another little: boy or
girl C .
~ On fecing her again, I prefently guefl-
ed at her errand, and raifing my-voice
‘haftily and peevithly, Teneos, faid I, aros
smuchachos y mucbachas, cara de puta?
‘That is, Have you got any more 6oys and .
gorls, you frontlefs bu[y?
I with I had never uttered the cara dt
puta 3 becaufe the wench (the fair lady,
.1 mean) ungratefully forgetting my re-
. peated kindnefs of laft night, and hating
perhaps to hear truth as well as her bet-
- ters, broke out into fuch a terrible voci~
feration; that her cries brought directly
.upftairs two barefooted rafcals; (for ro-
' 4 mance-
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mance fake we will call them :knights)
who, hearing from her I had called her
cara de-puta, looked fo fternly at me,
and opened their difcourfe with fuch a
tone of voice, that I thought it neceffary
to draw a fhort piftol out of my pocket
and cock it.

8o unexpefted a reception, and the few
fweet words I utteted with a tone full as
" high as theirs, filled the two heroes with
fuch a panick, that they fprung out of
the room, and tumbled on each other
. down ftairs along with the woman. Ba-
tifte was with me in lefs than a moment,
- and brandifhing his fhining hanger, gave
me an opportunity of ruthing down, ngt
to follow the two men, but to leap into
my chaife: and before they orthe heroine
had timeto recover from their fudden ter-
" ror, themules had trotted half a league
. from Pientafnuevas : and this was the glo-
rious end of that frightful encounter.

"* We dmed at'a town’ called Montemdr,
_ wherc the Domtinican Friar left us to go
' - ~ another
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another . way. We parted very great
friends, as he had been pleafed with the
fhare he had of our Englifh victuals, and
iam much oblxged to him for his ftaying
a while behind at V:entajnuews to quiet
the woman, and hinder the bravos from

following .my chaife. We came to pafs

the night here at Arrayolos,  What fine

- polifyllabical names in this Portugal |’

Arrayolos, Peaganes, Vientafnuevas, Aldea-

gdllege ! One would think they are names

of great capitals.

At this Arrayolos we found fo perfidi-
ous an Eflallags, that'I looked quite dif«
mayed, [ fent Baifte to try if he could
induce the fuperiour of a neighbouring
canvent to give us a lodging for this
njght, offering a fair number of mafles
for the poer fouls in purgatory. But the
pitilefs friar did not chufe to have an

© . Heretic under-his roof, Foelifh Batifte,

to give me importance, had told him that
T was an Englifth Fidalgo ; and the impor-
- tanc which I got-by his lye, was the

A appella-
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appeliation of Herefick, Never did I fee
any body profper by pettylyes. Yet fer-
vants and the ignorant rabble never will
be perfuaded of their ufeleflnefs. I fent
likewife to the curate, who, far from
proving fo hard-hearted as the Friar, put
himfelf to the inconvenience of coming
to me through the rain that fell copioufly,
only to affure me that he abfolately had
no fpair-room. Not fatisfied with fo
pretty an at of politenefs, he went to
fhow Batifte another Effallage that had a
floor and'a roof, and thither I had my
things prefently carried after a fhort but
warm aitercation with the firft Efalla-
geiro, who thought it a great affront that
1 {thould leave his houfe for that of another
in order to avoid fleeping urider a cieling -
thht admitted the rain. Did he not fleep .
there -himfelf with his wife and children 2
~ Surely we are as good Chriftians as any
Efirangeiro!

After fupper I fell a-writing, and thus
I divert every night that ill humour which

Vo, IL Cc . ether-
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otherwife might make me mad on re«
fle€ting what an error Icommitted when
1 refolved to come and vifit thefe difinal
Arroydlos and Montemdrs, thefe ngdm’s
and Aldeagallégas I '
From Vientafnuevas hither the country
" Is not fo flat as from Aldegallega to Vien-.
tafuevas, ‘At fome -diftance from the
road on either fide, there are fome fmall
hills with a few trees. All the houfes in
Montemor are painted white, which makes
that town look very neat : but by what
1 could fee as I ftrolled about it while
dinner was making ready, there is not an
inhabitant there that hasan opulent look.
The earthquake has not done any great
damage to Montemor ; and no wonder,
“as the town is built after the Chsnefe man-~
sier. I mean that the beft part of its ha-
‘bitations have but the ground-floor.
This Arrayolos I could not vifit becaufe
of therain, If Ido to-morrow, I thall
“tell it at night. _
' - & PosTt.
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A PosTsCRIPT, at four Oclock in the
“morning, Sept. 20, 14 60.

I thought. myfelf very lucky laft night
when by means of the honeft curate I got
intelligence of this Eftallsge; and my
comfort was great when, entering this
room, I faw in a corner a heap of matraf-
- fes that had a tolerable clean appearance.

Batifte, faid I, do not-fill the ftraw.bag

to-night ; but form me a bed out of half
a dozen of thefe matraffes. Take notice,
faid he, thaf each matrafs ‘here is confis
dered as a cama or bed, and you {hall pay
for as many camas as you make ufe of.
No matter for that, faid I: it isan odd
cuftom this ; but fill, do as I bid you:
and when the time came of lying down I

undrefled with as much hurry as Ruggiero ,

‘when he alighted from the Hippogryff
with the fair Queen of Catajo. But alas !
* The matraflss which in other countries ‘
are filled with wool, here are filled with
" a kind of pack-faddle-ftuff as hard as

ftones.©  Such penitential couches no '

C2 Ane
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- Anchoret ever had in the defarts of
_Tbebais. 3 ‘

LETTER XXXVL -

No botaniff,  Mafquerades and their varia
' ous wit. Pillures drawn with a peni
Pretty dancing. A proclamation.

Eftrémér, Sept. 20, at night, 1760,

H E robber’s wife does not always ,

laugh, fays the proverb, nor does .

~ he always cry who travels through Por-
tugal. I have to-night fomething plea- -
fant to tell after fo much pain endured.
But, that I may. proceed methodically, I
muft begin my ftory from my fettmg out -
this morning.

As I croffed Arrayolos 1 faw an old
caftle on an eminence, the battlements
of-which are all broken.

The hills that furround .4rrayolos, look
very wellat a diﬁance As far as Vienta
do Dugue you fee many green oaks feat-
tered here and there, and even fome olive-
; trees
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trees in the lower parts of thofe hills.
At ‘ten we reached that Vienta do Dugue,
. Vienta in Portuguefe (as Venta in Spa-
nith) means an babitation that flands alonie
in the midf of the country for the reception
of travellers. To that called Do Dugue I
have a notion that famine and wretched- -
nefs repair very often. 'Why fuch a lodg-
ment is dignified by the appellation of
the Duke's 1 cannot guefs, Perhaps it
was the lurking place of Duke Gano, the
famous traitor in Charlemaine’s days (ace
- cording to Pulci, Botards, and Arigfto)
that ufed to fide with the Kings of Spain
. and Portugal, who were then Mahomet.
ans, againft his lawful fovereign who
was a Chriftian.

. 'To that Vienta we alighted to eat fome
of our provifions, which (as it is cufto-
mary-in this country) we then paid to the
Venteiro as if they had been his.  After
. dinner, without waiting for the Caleffeiros, -
who had: not-done knawing the bores of
2 lean rabblt I went onwards a-fQot, and

c3 - had
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had flowly walked two leagues before the
mules could overtake me. The fun pro-
ved very hot, and would have burnt me
alive, but for a foft breeze that tempered
his ardour. Going through by-paths'I
took notice of feveral plants which as*far
“as I can remember do not grow in Eng-
land, nor perhaps in Italy.  However 1
am not pofitive. Amongft others, a fmall- |
leaved fort of rofemary in great quantities, -
that has a moft pleafing fmell, and a
ftinking kind of herb which feels as vif-
" cous as arag dipped in tar, What a pity
not to be a botanift when a man travels’
a-foot! Signor Allione of Turin and doc-~
tor Marfili of Padua, were they apprifed
of my journey, would envy me the good
luck of wandering about the defart in the
neighbourhood of Vienta do Dugue. 1In
England I ufed once to walk about Céelfea
garden with Doltor Marfli, and often
afked him the name of this and that plant,
but forgot them as foon as heard, having
unluckily miffed in my younger days to
~habis
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habituate my mind to this fort of recollec-
tion : . fo that I cannot now regifter here
the name of the vifcous and ftinking plant,
‘which.1 was afterwards told is ufed by
tanners inftead of bark. -

From the height of each hill that I
mounted fucceffively, I could imperfc&ly
fee fomething on another diftant height
- that appeared like a range of buildings.
I look’d and look’d as I advanced, 'and
at laft knew it to be a fortified town.
To him who goes for three live-long days
through fuch a wild region as this, fees
‘nothing but fuch places as Peggones or
Vienta do Dugue, and meets with no body
but two or three afles, goats, and fpar-.
. YOWS, you cannot conceive how the fight
- of a town proves rejoicing. *

About foyr we were at the gate of
Eftremer (fuch is the name of the fortified
- .town) where a little officer coming

" boldly up to the chaife-fide, atked me
with a.peremptory tone of voice O Pajfa-
porte : and it was lacky the Britith Am- .

Cs baflador
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baffador had been fo good as to procurq
e one from Dom Lewis da Cunba, others
wife the little fellow would have taken
me to 4 jail. You cannot ¢ven go from
Lifbon to one of the neighbouring coun-
try-houfes but by a paffport from .that fe-
" cretary of ftate without incursing the
danger of being imprifoned. Todas as
peffoas que quizerem fabir da corte e cidade
e Lifbon, feraon obrigadas a tirar paffax
.+ portes, fays an edict publifhed here on the
1gth of laft Auguft; that is, ¢ every per-
¢ fon going out-of this town, fball be obliged
¥ to provide bimfelf witha paffport?” Such
is the jealoufy of this government, and
fuch is the confequence of wicked Aueiro’s
treachierous attempt. -
On entering this town of Effrentor, 1" -
faw feveral hundred matks, a group of
. which furrounded my chaife hallooing,
roaring, ‘and . playing anticks. - Many
things they fpoke with a {queaking voice
- that I did not underftand, but.{uppofe
they were ‘witty, - Thc noife drew the
. women
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women to- their windows, and 1 was
pleafed to fee them laugh no lefs. than the
men in the ftrects. I look’d at them
through my glafs, and they did not feem
to take offence at my way of loaking.
Our Italian ladies are in the wrong when
they angrily clap their fans before theis
faces if look’d at through a glafs, as if
the beholder was a bafilitk., It isnot my
fault if I am ngar-fighted, and I‘do‘not'
. fee why 1 am more to be deprived of the
bleffing of laoking at the fair than thoﬁ: '
" who have good eyes.
. The women at their wmdows and the
mafks in the ftreets, all laughed their full,
-and I with them for company. At the
Eftellige 1 was takenup flairs into aroom,
" the floor of which was fo eracked, that I
could fee the folks below through feveral
¢hinks, and its windows had fhutters, as
wiual, inftead of glafs. Ilock’d downin
the fquare before the Efeliige, and there
were mafks in abundance. - One was
 @refled like a bear, and ong like 3 monkey.
: ‘ Qne
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One wore homs on- his head, and one had
a tail hanging behind, One had tied his
cloak round his waift petticoat-wife, and .
one wore ftockings of different colours, .
Some had the Golilla after the Spanifh
manner, fome large breeches aftér the
Swifs. * Some fhook the caftanets, and
fome played on the guittar, Several
ftooped down'in a row that others might
jump over them, and feveral run round
the fquare, throwing their hands and legs.
about like madmen. Two of them came
under my window, and'raifed up their fong
fticks, on which they had faftened wooden
parrots, ill-thaped and ill painted : then
laughing -moft immode.rately, cried to me
Monfu, Monfi. - What their parrots or
-their cries meant, I cannot tell, but think
that this is one of their witty' ways to
turn the French into ridicule, and they
probably miftook me for a Frenchman.
Many fhowed their humour by pulling off
their hats to me and bowing to the greund
with a mock refpect. . In fine they made
| ' 3 - them.
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them{elvcs very merry at the expence do

Efirangeiro.
" Batifte returnedwith my pafiport from
the governor, to whom he was ordered
at the town-gate to go with it. A kind
of gentleman came with him (fent by bss
Excellency) who was to take down the
“marks .that diftinguith my figure from
" thofe of my fellow-creatures. That gen-
- tleman fat himfelf down at a table, pulled
a bit of paper and an ink-horn out of his
- pdcket, and bid('ling me to ftand up be-
fore him, looked at me feveral times,.. -1
fuppofe that he regiftered down the moft
“ remarkable parts of my perfon, noted
~ the plainnefs of my faee, the colour of
my hair, the fize of my nofe, the {mall.
nefs of my eyes, the height of my body,
and other fuch things, The fame cere-
mony he performed with. Batifte ; then
marched off with much compofure,- after
having clapped in my hand a permiffion
for us to go out of Effremdr to-morrow,
None of this petty policy in England, -
.. and
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and. yet it-is a pretty wcll—govemcd, :

kingdom.

. To fuch methods every fox mgner muﬂ:
fubmit, . There is a rigid law, publifhed
in Lifbon on the 26th of Jaft June, which
orders every mafter or captain of thip not
to land any body on Portuguefe ground
withont giving previous information to a

magiftrate newly created (called O Inten-

- dente geral dg_policia da corte ¢ do reino)
of the quality and profeffion of the people
‘'whom he is to.land.  Should he negle&
to give it, he would be liable to have his
fhip confifcated and himfelf. fubjet to
fuch punifhment as that Intendant-ge-

neral thought fit. Captain Bawn landed

me without conforming to that law, and
‘no. body ‘gave him or me any trouble,

- poflibly becaufe Englifh packets gounder. -

the denomination of fhips of was, and
their captains are confidered as exempt

- from.the laws of other countries, How-
cever, had | heen apprifed of that law, I

would ccr;amly have gone to acquaint

that

DAY
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that Senbor intendente geral of my arrival;
in order to avert all poffible moleftation.’
Strangers who enter thiskingdom by land,
are by that law fubjected likwife to many
troublefome formalities, But this govern-
.mhent, like all others, has a right to enact
what laws are thought proper, and it is 2
traveller’s bufinefs to obey them rathet
than find fault with them.

When the gentleman was gone that
had painted mé with his pen, I put my=
{elf in fome order and went about to fee
the town. Its houfes are all fmall and
low, and all white-wafhed like thofe oft
Montemor. 1 met with mafks at every
ftep, - and none would let me.go by with~
out a'mock-bow. A number of them
ftopp’d in a ftreet where fome ladies fat
mn- a balcony, and there they began a
dance. A young fellow amongft them
fingularly attradted my attention, and in-
deed that of the whole " company with
his nimble capers and graceful motions:
I'have already feen the Portugeéze dance

in
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th Lifon, and to give them their

dye, no nation (of thofe that I have’
feenat leaft) hasany dance performed by

" two perfons, fo exhilarating as their Fane

dange, 'The Trefeone of-the Tufcans,
the Furlana of the Venetians, the Correnté

| _ of the Monferrines; and the Minwet ot

“the Amiable of the French, ate flat pers
formances in comparifon of that gallarit
- one which I faw executed before that bal-
. cony by that young mian and a boydreflfed
in woman’s cloaths. But dances cannot
be deferibed by words, nor can I convey
~ to you any idea of the Fandango, but by.
telling you that every limb was in fuch a.
‘motion as might be called with propriety
a regubar and harmonious convulfion of the
" apbole body. 1 have heard a French-
mafter ih Lifbon blante it much, and fay
it was fio- dance-at all : but what dance
will be apptoved by a Frenchman that is
not a produdtion of his couritry ? ‘He has
no idea of graeefulnefs but what is prac-
~ tifed ‘on the opera-ftage at Paris.

: - . The

\
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- 'The inhabitants of this country as well
a5 the Andalufians and the Granadass, .
were. famous for dancing fo far back as
the times of the Romans, and their young
women ufed then to go and ddnce at
- Rome and in other parts of the Roman
enipire, where they eafily captivated. the

* . hearts of confuls and proconfuls, as the .-

female dancers of France go now to Italy,
_Germany, and England to enamour . 57g-
nors, Minbeers, and Mylords; Martial
mentions with fatyrical peevifhnefs the
Betick and the Geaditan female-dangers 3
and the eldeft Scaliger, fomewhere in his
- poeticks, fays fomething of the dancing
anciently ufed in the provinces that he
this way. You are lucky, miy brothers,
that 1 travel without a Mar#al and a
Scaliger. Had I theirbooks, I would not
let this opportunity flip without, making
-as great a wafteof erudition as our, Bar-
#4li the antiquarian does fo often.
The dance being over and the mafkis
difperfed, I went to vifit the two princi-
: ‘ pal
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pal convents in the town, but faw riothing
worth noting in either: Only from fome

windows of the Auguftine there i isa profA ,

pet over fome hills pretty well ornament«
ed with trees, which one of the friars cal«
Yed the fineft profpect in the world. '

' As.I-was returning home I met with

another mafquerade ; nor was is difficult

to know it for a military one. The foldiers
of the garrifon had difguifed themfelves

'+ a@s well as they could with handker-
chiefs, towels, and cloaks. -Some of them

had ornamented their hats with abundance
of hen-feathers;: Yet the men of war

broke through the difguife. Their pipers -

and drummers made a horrid noife on
their inftruments.

-As the whole mafquerade camte to the
fquare, one of them. (a corporal or ferje-

ant, as I'thought, commanded a halt and

a filence : then readinaloud tone of voice

a proclamation, which ordered the inha. .

bitants of Eftremér to matk and bemerry
for a wholcweek in honour of the prins

cq/':'
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 cefi of Brafil who abotit two months ag8-
was married to her.uricle Dom Pedra.’
I'conld not well comprehend: the whole
import-of that proclamation, .in which
the:Ksnyg, Queen, Princefs, and "Dom Pe-
. dro were .repeatedly named, along with
- the blefledLady, . St. Anthony, St:'Fran-
cis, tthecfriars, the nuns, the peace and-
liberty of the kingdom, the mafks and
the dances; with I know not what.

. Night at laft came on, and I went to a
fplendid fupper which Batifte had got
ready, to make himfelf amends for- the
poor dinner we had made at the Vienta do
Dugue. .

I go now to ftretch my limbs on the
.ﬁraw-bag but I have feen a joyful maf-
querade, and am pleafed. I wanted to
know why thefe rejoicings were" delayed . -
fo long after the marnage, but no body
could te]l me.

After fome debate with myfelf I have
at laft refolved to go to-morrow to Villa
Vizofa. 'This will keep me a day longer
~ Vou. IL D | in_
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in Portugal but what ﬁgmﬁes an incon-
veniencetthat will b over im a day? It
is therefore probable that ‘my letter of
to-mearrow night will prove. pretty: lang.

Yet younare not to. thank me. for: the
~ length of my létters, as I write rathey to
divert the difagreeable cffect my difagree-
able journey might produce on my fp;— ‘
- rits, than with a view to- prove m&nﬁ '
- tive or entertaining. . It is to this necef-

fity that you will owe the knowledge of
* athoufand triftes and a thoufand remarks,

which I let flow from'the pen, though

‘I am pretty fenfible of tlmrummpor-'
tance, el

Y

3
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4 LETT'ER X'XXV‘I!..

Jmhmy cuflom.  Whifkdes, A pﬂlate
% No  travellers expelted. A bog-fy.
! Fme danthg' and ﬁne eyes.’ '
g N P ﬂm,Scpt 21, 1760. mthcmoning
~A IN hane ‘proved the ~efforts {
« :made to procure-a copy of the pros
!ﬂaalaﬁon that was read the. other day at
Bfremor, and- you. muft do without the
teanflation, which I intended to give you
23 q-fpecimen of the Lufitanic eloguence,
had I been able to get it. I offered:a
pretty piece of mioney to a poor foldier,
on condition he could obtain it for me
from his corporal. But nothing can be
~ done when we have no time to. {pare.
‘ Yefterday morning at five I was awak-
ed by the drummers and pipers of that
garrifon, who came to with me a good
jowrney with a noify march on their in-
ftruments ; that is, to get a little drink-
SR » P ‘ money ;

o
“ter
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money: a cuftom introduced here by .

~ militacy; poverty,.  which .fhine} forth
through the ragged coats of this wretched
infautry, Indeed the peot-fellows haye
sothing about them that may be xalled
good, except their whifkers:. - If “they
were better dreffed, fuch bu{hy and curl-

ed feare-crows would” have a fine effect.
It was once ufual for:foldsers in:all cbu}x-
tries to weat that virile ornamieiit ; and
T know riot: why it Has been:left off,: a8ia
thick pair of whifkers gives 4 moft intrés
pid air to the followers-of Mag§, : 1
I am told that the'trsops kept up iff

this kingdom, ‘amount fo no tore thad
eight thoufand ; and if the private mien are
all like thofe whom I have feenat Eftresor
‘and Li/fbon, there is no where in Europe a8
eqdal nurhber that look fo wretchedly (o)
(a) I bave bem , lately nﬁrmed that the " effeltive

troops in Portugil amount now to twenty thoufarid3
that they are all pick'd men, all very well dreffed, and

Jull . as. well di fcxplmed as the Pruffians themfelves.

The loft uncxpecied war bis foreed ¢ Partuguefl 0=
wernmient 1o form and keep up fo. argfderabll en army, . .
The
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he greateﬁ part of them are abfolutely
i rags and patches, and’ i ' Lifbon many
of them ‘afked’ my charity not dnly in the
ﬂ’:‘eéts, but even when they ftood centi- -
nel8; nor did their officers’ appear to any
* gredt advantage when I faw-them on duty
before the wooden edifice, (fee vol. I. p.
‘#60.) though they vifibly endeavoured to
put oh a martial look and fet their legs in
poftares of defence. As to theit gcnerals, it
ia faid that not one (6)xhas the feaft rcpu—

(b) I'l a /}W‘Itld reply gmm 5] the” ﬂng of” Pan‘u«l
gal on April s, 1762, i a memorml }refmted by t/)e
Spam/l) /!mbqﬁzdor:, there are the following words.

"¢ Foi precnzamente neceflario prezervar 'fua ma-
@ geftade hdelifima'o feu real decors contra os
¢ clamores -dos feus vaﬂ'allos, e contra ‘as criticas
< qiie'em toda a Europa reduhdavam,'até encherem
s as thefmas novas publicas ; fabendo todo o-mundo
. que et Portugal #ab havid genetaes’ tem officiaes
5¢ que” " trveffemt expermma .das campanbas, mandou
& comndar para o feu fervico' o Lord Tyrawh 5.
« iffim como fe praticou fempre nefte reino, e fe
u¢.praticou agara a efpeito de outros. differentes of=
¢+ fictaed, nas. fo.Inglezes, mas. de todas as outras-
¢ nagoens. da Europa, para’dif¢iplinasem. as. tropas
‘.

«..Portyguezas, . D3 N In
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tation for military fkill. But we muft
not wonder at the great neglett of this
goverment with regard:to the army.
TFhis country. is fo fituated, as to be al-
moft quite.out of danger of any war, .if
they keep but fair with Spain; and Spain
is poffeffed of two many dominions ta .
think much of this. . The Portuguefe
navy, they fay, isin much better order,
having failors in. good plight and com-
mandersof great capacity.

. dn angb thus.. ¢ It was incumbent on his moft
“ faithful Majefty to take care of his own honour
« againft the clamour of his fuble&s and the cen-
€ fures of all Europe, which were even conveyed
“ tp the public Gazettes. It is notorious to.tire
"¢ whole warld that in. Por}uga] there aye, rmtbtr
“ Gen:mls nor Officers of txperlmte Therefore the
“ ng invited Lord Tyrawli (thus is this name
"#%. fpelt) - to- his fervice, and the fame has been done
. with regard. ta other ofiers who are not.all .
‘“ Englifh, but of ather, nations. of, Europe; and it
¢ has always been the quftom. in this kingdom, fo
"4 to do whénever it ‘was ‘thought proper.” This
“dngerwons: cokfaffons does - great Mm‘ 10 the Mﬂgnﬁ
- manifey, in ﬂswlﬁm .

‘A. H i

;’ I went
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¥ went y&lterddy morning to Filla Vi
@ofz; which is not far from Eftremdr, and
“fent- from the Eftallage 4 meifage to the

- Seeriffe, begging the favour to have the -

- palace fhewri me,  Sceriffe they call the
gentleman, to whofe care that palace is
entrufted ; and a very poiite gentleman he
e He fent 2 man to me with the keys;
and met me at the gate.

My vifit did not laft long, becaufe there
is but little to be feen. - In 2 great hall
thicre are portraits of Kings and Queens.
‘Some cardinal virtues are painted ih " the
c1elmg of one room, and Hercules’ ﬁght-
ing the lion in another. Indifferent per-
.- formances, this laft efpecially. There is

riothing furprifing in the difpofition of
" tlic apartments within, no more than in
.the architeCture without, which at the
firft glance looks Gothick , though not fo
. at th¥ fecond, béing a Bad Thfcan or
Tonick, 1 have already forgot which. The
fumniture .is,.sathér mean. than old, and
_there are a hundred: houfes at Gerda in-
Tt D4 comparably
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comporably _bfetter.‘ However we- muh

not confider it as a ‘royal villa. It was
" not built by any King, but by an ancient
duke of Braganza, from whom his pre-
fent Ma]c&y 1s defcended 3, and during
the time that Portugal was oaly a pro.
vince of the vaft Spanifh monarchy under
the fucceffive reigns of three Philips;

Villa Vizefa was one of the country-feats
" of the Braganza family. . No perfon of
the royal family ever goes there, eycept
fometimes Dom Pedra for a few days,
and on, fuch gccafions he does not Jodge
in the palace, but i ina {mall, houfe. ad -
' Jommg, which I am told is elegantly fit-
ted up. The moft remarkable thing I
faw there, are fome old lamps and can-
dle[hcks, in what they call the Royal-
Chapcl which are of pure filverand hea-
. vy enough.  Before -Dom Pedro’s houfe
therg is a fmall and neglected parterre,
and behmd the. palace a large kitcheg-
garden very well ftocked with fruit and

legumes, . JThe village. adjoining is. Biker

s ! B . Wlfq
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x;vi!& indifferent, and on a neighbouring
- dill- there is a citidel: whoft walls are
tumbling down into the ditches like thofe
of Eftremér.  Many Roman coins, in-
.. feriptions, and other antiquities, have
been found in this place. In fhort, the
- Sceriffe. is the beft thing there, and I am
much. obliged to him for his urbanity.
He was fo’' good as to give me leave to
érofe ‘the park with the chaifes to fhorten:
the way.” That park runsround feveral
miles, but looks more. like a wildernefs
than a park. There are fome few deer
in it, which Yugo and Dom Mansiels took
great delightin frightening with their vo-
ciferations and claps of their whips.
Having got out of the park we came
{(up and down many rugged and pathlefs -
hills) to this town of Elvas, or Ye el'vas,
and'reached it late at night. About a
league from it an aqueduct begins, which
_made me almoft forget that magnificent
ohe-over the valley of Alcantara. What
1 faw of it appeared very grand, and had
“s ‘ L it
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it not been toa-late I woyld have ftopped
and taken more petice of it, - They fay
it is.a - Moorijb work. If i is true, xtdoex
them much honour, : .
. Blvas, like Ef¢remdr, ﬁands on an emis

IR nence, It is fortified after the modend

fafbjon ; but the fortifications are going
-to ruins. Happy Portuguefe that want
peither fortreffes nor. foldjers! . .
© Out of the gate at which-we éntered,
&hpre was a greatconcourfe of people, I
afked the reafon of it, and was mfprmgd
that a fair is this week. kapt there far
hosfes and black-cattle. -On bath fides of
the road there were many cloaths fpread
by way of tents, and the ropes which
- fupported them, croffed the road'in fuch
a manner, that we had not a little to do
to. pafs under them with the chaifes.
The merchants who had creted thofe
tegnporary conveniencies, expééted not
that any carriage would come that way, -
as:it is but very feldom that they fee -a
traveller going by, cither towards Madrid
- ©or
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" op:towards Lifon ; therefore they had
made no feruple to embarrafi the road.
< ©On feeing fo many people my ‘heatt
mifgave me, as it ocurred itamediately
that né room fhould I be able to get at
the Bfiallage : nor did my conjeéture
prove wrong, which puzzied me the more
ae-}t begdn to rair very hard. However
plucking up a courage and trufting to the
Jaced-coat‘I had put on to vifit with'dé-
cengy the palace at Ville ¥izofs, and
taking it for granted that the Effallageiro
" would be better pleafed to give a room
‘to alaced ftranger than to fome bare-
‘footed native, I had him called at his
gate as L alighted, and muftering up all
‘the Portuguefe I poﬂibly could, repre-
fented to Sua Meff¢ in a very ferious and
pathet?c_ tone of voice, that Swa M ﬂé
could not refufe me a room in Suz Mef's
‘houfe, if Sua Meff? would -but confidey,
~that T had an ample paffport (I pul’d it
out) from his moft- faithfyl ‘Majefty ;
' fubpmmg that I hoped Sxa Meﬁ had too
: I . much
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mitich’ good-fenfe to oblige 'me to go and
catry-any. complaint againft Sua Mz o
the governor, who:I was fure ‘weuld com-
pet Sua Mejfé tahe hofp1table to a fo-

"rexgn Fidalgo: < 7t -

Thls nonfenfé, delivered thh a ﬂow
mcmoto_nons found of voice, procuredme -
many advocates with the' Efallageiro, as
perfect a tatterdemalion as ever was feen '
and.a dealer in cows who ftaod by, had
fagacity enough to find, that'4:had an .
undifputable right to pufh .out. of the |

' placé any body I plealed; and’ put myfelf :
in the ftead, upon ' the mere ftrength of
my paflport. Such-is the power of rhe-
toric even on dealers in cows, |

But the fa&t is, that the Eﬂelfagezra‘
wanted only the colour of a reafon toat
ih “favour of my coat ; and partly with’
good, partly with bad words, forced a

© poor afs-driver out.of ‘a clofet, which any
fow might have miftaken for her mother’s
habitation, , Poor afs-driver ! Drink thou
tbe little' money I gave thee, to make

L1 , . : thee
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thige forie arhends for the :grbat injuftveq
], was indite@ly guilty’of;: when ship -
profound quict was:difturbéd.! Ham
patierice for this time, and-wéflely-that
although-thé greateft-part of the sneq
* dern posts be'but . tompashhle. to: thy

biafts in paint of - genufls, yet -when- i
. pleafes fortuns: ko ;put = little Jase am.thg
. taat. of -any pne ofrthem,, not only aifey

souft -give him: she wall,, tiat even afq
draviers: gct.ou; of hqg-ihes to make ronm
fo{r him.’ Gord? han bH

- With thnt apartment I (WAS pbhmd
tp put up_and be thankful. Batifg
found fome mats, .which he:laid..on ig
floor ; thew thrned his theugh¢s towards

getting me a fuppcr DR ey . g

...A man wauld be: ridicvlquethould:hs

dream of any eatables fgady s any E/heht
fage. No fuch cuftoms- in this cQuntry,

But.little did, we. care, 88 we had a turs

key in ftore:ready-for the {pity-a /Llquqg
ham, and; other things, ;.Lifbor-hagm
are in high reputagion, aad; ), has long

been
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- -qudwdedby eonnoifiegrs mcpxcumﬁm |
_ that they aré:ftill ﬁ:pmmsrtathofeof;
| deona anid Weftphalic, N
. Irwas fheven upﬁam into a kind of
gmery, which oglened into feveral roome
foll of people. This gallery was fpréad
with men who flept. wrapped up in: their
dloaks. - As I advanced: amongft therni§

felt the floor {haking; and as my head -

has been -filled with earthquakes ever
fitiee 1 reached Portugal, it occurred: om
a fudden. that' the ground was fhaking:;
but prefently was fenfibls that the con
eaffion was caufed by my nacmng alrmg ,
that ill-conftructed floor.

- As I was walking amd: waiting - fbf '
my fupper, ‘fome young muletcers cams
out of the fide-rooms. One of them
bagan to tickle his guittar, and another
froduced a fomg to the tune. They had
foircely gone’ on three minutes with
their perforrhance, when the fleepers
fhirted up, whilé:more than thirty peo:
‘ plecmﬂaut of thofe fid¢-rooms ; -and
“atlance
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ardance was- begifn. - /b -mart-cut 2 cae’
per -by: way -of - revereriesito 2 -woman,-
and the: woman advanced: 'itmediately
to dance the Fandango with-lim,  There
. ixmo poflibility of conveying to-you any, °
juft idea -of their -hilarity; nimblenefs;
and clafticity. There were four-Spanifly
and-fix Portuguei¢ - females. .Out of the
fon I took only netich of “three. -One
wae 2 brownith girl called: Terefucls,
whom 1 foon found to be the beft finger
of them- all.- The other two were fif
ters ; the younger fo renowned in the
awas around for a betuty, that the goes
under the appellation of iz bella-Catilina:
‘Fhe eldelt ismot fo handfome, but has
- firch eyes-!. What a pity-the comparifon
of the ‘fars is:no more in'fafhion1 - -
1~'The 8refles of thefe: women-were-all
gaudy, efpecially -the Spasifk, -who are
cotae ffom Badydz with ~fome mak
friends to fee Elvas-fair. - L mnft repsat
it; that -1 “have- feen varitun: daces from
_ Pu-mza . g@rm toy Detby i Emglandy
Wy S but
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but.nene of themis cgmperable to-whidt ;
I faw here to-night. . It is. true: thet
their geftures and attitudes are- fome- |
times not fo compofed as one _comld:
with ;. yet, if I wanpofiefled of the abi~
- lities of Martial, inftead.of running down -
the Fandango and the Seguedifla; whish.1 .
fuppofe were the dances he fatyriged;. 1.
would write a thoufand epigrams in
'praife -of them, of 7 erefuela, of Cataling,
and “moft -particularly -of - Paolita, who-
has thofe. eyes I ‘mentioned ! Qh. this
Paohta' ' :
Both the Fandango and the Segaedt
» are danccd erther at the found of the.
_ guitgé; alone, or the, guittar accompa-,
nied - by -the voice, ‘'which is an advan-
tageous addition when the guittarift hap-
pens_to.have a good voice. -Both men
and- women,; while dancing, gure a dou~ -
blg clap with their thumbs and middle-
ﬁng_ers at every cadence, and both danges
(the Fandango efpecially) are rather made -
up with graceful motions and quick ftrik-
ing -
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‘ing-of their heels and toes on the ground,
than with equal and continued fteps.
They dance clofe to each other, then
_ wheel about, then approach each other
with fond eagernefs, then quickly re-
-tire, then quickly. approach again,. the

.. man looking the woman fteadily in the
face, while fhe keeps -hér- head down,
and fixes her eyes on the ground with
as much modefty as the can puton. _

.- I had flept but poorly for three nights

:together,- and was fo much tired with.-

-this day’s journey, performed a-foot for
the greateft part, that I was juft debate’
ing whether I fhould, or not, go fupper-
lefs to bed. But this unexpected feaft.
changed my thoughts inftantly, and in-
ftead of gomng to reft, T ftood there gaz-
ing with my whole foul abforbed in de-
light. .

* The fellows who buta moment before
were fleeping on that floor, without the
leaft ceremony, or theleaft thame of their
rags, danced away with the gaudy;.as

You. IL E
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well as with the dirty women (for fome of
them were dirty enough) ; nor did any of

" the company fhow the leaft partiality to -

age, to drefs, or to beauty, but all feem’d

‘to dance merely for dancing-fake. I

was a little furpized to fee a fhabby
rafcal take up fo clean a girl as Terefuela,

who was the fineft of them all, andlook =

fweeter upon her than any petit majtre
would at Paris ypon a rich and tender
widow. This would not have been al.
lowed in any of the countries I have
“vifited, where the ill-drefled keep com~
-pany with the ill-drefled, and .the fine
with the fine, without ever dreaming of
fuch mixtures as are pra&xfcd in this part
of the world.

In a corner of this gallery there is a
large table. Upon the table the cloth

 was laid, and myfupper placed. There |

1 fat down to cat without ceremony or
fhame in my tura.
- Having almoft done, Batifte put be-

fore me .a large Enghih cake made by
y Madam
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Madam Kelly. ‘This cake'I cut up into
flices, and placing them pyramidically
upon a plate, I went to prefent it round
to the ladies, paying them-a Caftilian
compliment that I had been a quarter
of an hour in compofing. Fach of them
with the moft difembarrafs’d counte-
nance picked up her flice, fome with .
a bow, fome with a fmile, and fome
with a kind word. '
-The cake being thus difpofed, I turmn-
ed_ to the Gentlemen (mulettcers, afs~
drivers; and all) and calling them Fidal-
goe’s and  Cavallero’s,” invited them to
drink the health of the amables Bayla-
rinas (amiable /be-dcmcer: ) which they
all did with the nobleft freedom and
greate®t alacrity; and much was the
general joy encreafed by this fudden
piece of outlandith manners. Several
of them, who till then had fcarcely”
deigned to look on the Efirangeirs, or
feemed afraid to fpeak to him, now fhook
him by the hand, and each had fome-
‘ E 2 . thing
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thing to fay to me either in fpamih or
Portuguefe.

To the ladies after the cake I ordered
glaffes of water, becaufe I knew that to
offer them wine would have {poiled- all
. the good I had done, and the offer con-
firued into a grofs affront; in fuch ef-
teem s’ fobriety amongft thefe people.
One of them who was with child, fent
to afk a flice of the ham, and her ex-
~ample was followed by the reft.’

About midnight the dance was inter-
rupted by a bonfire which was out of the
~town in honour of the Princefs’.marriage.
We all went to fee it from a baftion: but
to iny great fatisfaction the rain fpoiled -
it, fo that we came back to the Effallage
‘where 'the dance began again with a
- greater fury than before, and lafted two
hours'longer.  Carglina’s fifter, together -
“with the befteyes had alfo the moft pliant
"body and the nimbleft-heels, and be'mg.r
willing (as her figpificant looks told me). .
4 ' to
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to repay me my little civility to her com- -
pany, danced a dance without a partner,
and difplayed fo many  graces in it that

never was my poor heart in fo imminent
'~ a danger.

_When fhe had done, I clapped hands -
with fuch violence, and was fo power-
fully feconded by Batifle, Yago, and Dom
Manuelo, that the fpetators were forced
out of their éuﬁomaryl phlegm on fuch
~.occafions, and with 'a moft formidable
thout of applaufe gave her the reward
fhe had fo well deferved. A young Fidalgo
took then her place, and difplayed his fur-
prizing agility, clapping thumbs, cutting

capers, and throwing his body into a
 thoufand pictorefque attitudes. . ‘Terefi- |
ela then gave us.fome Caflilian fongs,
" :her.voice fo {fweet, and her manner fo
eafy, that it would have done honour to
the beft of our theatrical queens. Fair -
Catilina.fung likewife, but not fo well
‘as her friend. o
. E 3 When
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. When they had done I fent word te-
Paolita, that I fhould be obliged to her if
‘fhe would favour me with a copy of
her fifter’s laft fong. ‘This I did, not only .
becaufe I had liked feveral things in that
fong, but alfo becaufe I wanted to try
whether .it was poffible to enter into
fome converfation with her, and fee whe-
ther “her fenfe and wit bore any pro-
portion to her eyes. The anfwer fhe
.returned was, that the would not fail
to fend me a whole book of fongs the
next day at the Pofada (the Inn) at Bada-
J4z, as the next day they were togo there as

well as myfelf.
To make this requeft I had employed
one of the ‘company, who by his fa-
mihiarity with -her I judged a proper
meflenger.  But, brother, - could’ft -thou
not go to her, and talk to her thyfelf?
‘No; I could not. Had this been fea-
fible, I had not waited for your encou-
.ragement, In thefe regions the manness
are
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ave different from -thofe of England,
France, and Italy ; and I can aflure you
that I would have given I know not
what for the fatisfaCtion of interchang-
ing a few words with that Paolite, whofe
eyes In the fortieth year of my age I
could hardly refiff.

. It was near three when an end was put
to the feaft, and each went to lic down
on the ground. Yes, all on the ground,
fome on mats, fome on ftraw-bags, fome¢
en the naked floor, all without taking off
their clothes, Terefuela, Cataling, -and
her black-cy'd fitter not excepted. All
on the ground after the manner of the
golden age,

I was the only perfon that did not do

Iike them. My fpirits had been fo raifed
by this unexpeéted pleafure, that having
not the leaft inclination to fleep, in-
ftead of going to my couch I called for
pen and ink, and have now been full
three hours writing this account. It is
broad day, and ‘I am ftill here in this

E 4 ' quak-
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. quaking gallery, which I expected every
moment to go down: and it had been
a fingular adventure if the muletteers,
‘afs-drivers, calefleiros, the brownith girl,’
fair Catalina, her fifter, and every male
and female there, had tumbled all in
* a confufed heap into the.ftory below.

It rains now very hard ;" and as every -
body round me is afleep, I will go and
. try if I can get fome reft. ‘The next
ftation to Badajéz is .but three fhort
- leagues, and I don’t care how late I fet ‘.
out this afternoon.

LETTER XXXVIIL

Love-matters, white cows, a- cardinal, an
old friend, and-a Portuguefe letter.

* - Badjbz, Sept. 22, 1760, in the evening.’

/T is lucky that I am going from thefe
regions. Were 1 to make the leaft
ftay, .- I fhould infallibly grow mad,
though I am old enough to be wife.
K Yes:*
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Yes: was I'to tarry here ever fo fthort a
time, my philofophy which has. bravely
withftood for ten years the repeated hof-
tilities of Britith beauty, my poor,  my
filly,. my contemptible philofophy, would
furrender to a power I am afhamed to
name. Rut let me follow the thread of
‘my ftory with my ufual method.
- It was nine o’clock this morning when
T had not. yet clofed my eyes. The'fight
of dancing and the hurry of writing
. had inflamed my mind too much. I got
up and went into the fhaking gallery,
where feveral of the men were eating
{alt meat and pickled olives with the four
Spanith women. An odd breakfaft, I
thought. The women bowed and fmiled
as I entered, and the men "invited
. metodo as they did, which I declined.
People fay that the Spaniards conftant-
ly breakfaft on chocolate. Perhaps they
do when they are at home: but here the
general report was effeCtually contradiét-
ed. '

| After



[ 81

" - After breakfaft they had another. touch
at the Fandango in compliment to. me,
having feen how much 1 had been pleafed
- with jt: a piece of Spanifh civility that

fhould not pafs unnoticed. But while

fome were thus dancing, 'others were
_fhaving in the fame room. This in other

countries would be deemed an intolerable.

want of manners ; but here it is nothing.
- Thefe people live truly fans fagon, or to fay
* better, é/a Tartare.

That fhort dancing being over, the.
women would go to mafs though it con-.

tinued to rain hard. The Spanith wo-

men, it feems, like the Portuguefe, love.

to hear a mafs every day in the year:
The Italian only on Sundays and holi-

days, efpecially when young. They.
“went accordingly to fetch their mantillas ;

that is the awhie weils with which they

cover their heads and the upper-part of

their bodies. I need not tell you, that

during the night I had lpoked rather toa.

often at Pavlita’s eyes, and that fhe had
ngen
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given me clearly to ynderftand feveral
times, that {fhe was not difpleafed at the
preference I gave her to the brownifh
Terefuels, and even to her own handfome
fifter: and fince I am about it, I may -as
well tell you, that when we went to fee
the bonfire, fomebody in the dark gave
me aflight pinchin the arm, and ran her
hand againft mine,
Well both men and women quitted the
~ gallery and went to church. Buttlieyhad,
fearcely reached the bottom of the
ftairs, when back returns Paolita to fetcia
" aglove. The fteps the mounted with
fuch celerity, and ftood before me fo un-
expectedly, that I almoft loft my fight in
the furprize.  Dios te dea mil anios de bica,
Ejftrangero, faid fhe, throwing up her veil
and {peaking in my ear. I had no other
anfwer ready but a kifs on her right ¢ye,
and another on her left ; and before I
could recover my thoughts, off the was
flown, | -
' She
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‘She is gone! and has left me, I cannot

tell in what condition! What bufinefs
had fhe to forget a glove, or to come

back and with me well! I wifh her well '
-too, and with a thoufand hearts if I had

them: but I am a mere traveller in this
country : and what is worfe ' I have al-
ready travelled beyond my fortieth' year.
'Why then did fhe think of her glove !
Oh ye Seneca’s, ye Boetius’s, ye fages all,
whofe pages I once read with fome atten-
tion, I humbly beg your pardon for hav-
ing read them, as I now find, to very
litle purpofe! A glance, a pmch a no-
thing; has proved ﬁronger than any dozen
of you; and has mﬁantaneouﬂy thrown
topfy turvy that vaft collection of wifdom,
which I have been making for years and
years out of your volumes ! Butlet me
think of her no more, and go on with my
narration.

The long vigil had made me refdlve‘ |
to fet out late, and thus I left Elvas at

threce in the afternoon. The rain-conti-
. nued
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nued pouring. Having gone  on about
two hours, we croffed a torrent called
Caya, which is the boundary on that fide
. between Portugal and Spain. Though
that. torrentmay be paffed with a dry foot
almoft thé year round, it was now fo
" fwollen by the rain, that it wathed the

" bellies ."of my mules; fo that Tloft all

hopes of having the fongs that Paolite
had promifed, feeing plainly that theé affes
og which the two fifters are to ride back
t6 Badajéz, will not :be able to wade the
Caya to-night. But fee! Here fhe - is
_again. Begone, girl, begone! I will
think of thee no more. I am forty years
- of age I
My thoughts had -not been agreeably
employed from -Elvgs to that torrent :
‘Yet I felt a fluth of joy as I reached the
oppofite fide of it. Portugal at laft was
behind me, and the Caleffeiros (ne more

Caleffeiros) "affured me - that travelling -
would now prove much better. No .

more E/}allrzges in Spam, but Pofadas.
. No

i
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No more lying on the floor and uport
mats and ftraw; but in ¢amas altas ftuffed
with wool, and favenas limpias cada nsche;
S ulffed quieve: thatis, bigh beds and clean

Jheets every night at choice. :
- Badajoz, anciently Pax Augufta,is a
fortified town built on a fmal} eminence
.about a league from the Caya. We en<
" tered it by a ftone-bridge over the river
Guadioha. - That bridge is one of the
longeft and moft magnificent I have as
yet feen. © Were it a little wider it would
do honour to the Thames itfelf. ’Tis
the favourite evening-walk of the Bada- .
jozians. 1 was much pleafed on my
reaching the Guadiana to fee along the
bank oppofite the town a large heard of
milk-white cows,  Their number a-
mounting to no lefs than five hundred,
which is more than Allemtejo and the:
Efiremadura Portugueza contain. At
leaft I can aver, that I did not fee one:
from Aldeagallega to Villa Vizofa inclu- -
fively. At-Elvas indeed Ifaw 2 few: but
_that
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ghat. was. becaufe of the fair which wae *
kept there. Where do the Portuguefe
get thofe many bulls theyflay in the am-
‘phitheatre at Campo Pequeno on fundays ?
and where the oxen that draw their
creaking carts, or the butcher’s meat
that is eaten in their metropolis? I fup-
pofe they have fome province on the
weftern-fide of the Tagus more fertile
than the two above-named, and abound-
.ing in paftures,

At the north end of Badajoz-bridge
.there is a gate flanked by two round
ftone-towers or dungeons. Behind that
gate I was welcomed to Spain by two fcl-
lows, whom at firft fight I miftook for
two Jefuits, as they were both covered
with black cloaks that reached the
~ ground, and wore flapp’d hats on theis
heads. . But their errand to me made me
prefently fenfible that they were cuftom-
‘men. They begged I would order the
Calefleros to drive to the Aduana (Cuftorm-
boufe) where my trunks. were opened
) 3 ‘ and .
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and fearched; butnot inthe favage maris
ner that is pradtifed in England, where
a. rude fcoundrel difcompofes all your
things - without any difcretion, . unfows
even your coats, 1f he has the leaft fufpi-
cion of lace concealed between the lining
- and the cloth ; and when he has vexed
you much, extorts from you fome fhil-
lings as a reward for his coarfenefs and

* . brutality.

~This, amongft numberlefs other, is an
-inconvenience which difhoneft travellers
have brought upon the honeft. The
* grofs of mankind are thieves; and many
- of them are perpetually endeavouring to
defraud fovereigns of their rights by what
i§ called fimuggling.” . Thofe who are de-
puted to levy thefe rights, cannot read
" honefty or difhaonefty in the faces of go-
ers and, comers, and diftinguith the
fmuggler from the gentleman: There- |
~ forg they put every body indiftinétly ‘to
the trouble of being fearched. Thefe
fearches are more or lefs rigorous in this
and
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‘and that ftate. In England they are quite
imfufferable. There I have been often
fhocked to fec even ladies treated with
an indecency that the rougheft Barbarians
would be athamed to pratife. The Spa-
nith government, it feems, acts with more
. geherofity in this refpeét than the Eng-
lith, and does not think fuch cohtrabands
as travellers may conceal in a trunk,
an obje&t of much attention, or 2 dimi«
nation worth minding of the public re-
venue, - ‘
The Pofada of Santa Lucia where 1
alighted, is not much better than a. Por-
taguefe Effallage. However its walls are
- found, the roof net eracked, and the floor
not. paved with pebbles ‘like a ftreet.
Here,- as in Portugal, the windows have
no panes, but only fhutters, which ex-
clude the light if you exclude the rain,
the wind, or'the cold. No drawers,
‘wardrobes,” or -looking-glafles. Here, -
quoth Batifte, fuch pieees of furniture are
not  Ja mode comme en France, Here the
Vor. II.: F " . chaiss
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chairs tétter and the tables are greafy,
exaltly as in the Effallages. But the
Camas altas are fomething that the Eftal-
lages had not ; and -as to this Senor (no
more Senbor ) Pofadero, we {hould be. the
beft friends in the world, was I to fix my
refidence in Badajoz.  He plays upon the
guittar better than any bodyI have as yet
heard, and-his civility is equal to his fkill
in mufic. He would play while I was
thaving para difenfadar a Ufted, {aid he ;
that is, to divert me the while.  Could he
pufh politenefs further ? , :

As foon as alighted I dlfpatched Ba-
tifte.with a note to Cardinal Aecczaioli, 1 in-
forming his eminence of my arrival, beg-
ging leave to be admitted @/ bacio della
facra porpora, and to offer my fervice for
Italy,” whither I was going forthwith,
While I waited for an anfwer, a gentle-
man ruthed into my room and threw his
arms about me before I was aware, crying’
. ben trovato, ben trovato. 1 ftared, and
- look’d, -and "knew him not, .How ?
' S Don’t
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Den’t you know your old Milanefe friend
Merofio? Ah Dollor, is it you ? Indeed
it was himfelf, one of the favourite com-
panions of my youth, He had met with
Batifte in the ftreet, whom he had known
in Lifbon. What do you here, Batifte ?
§ir, I am with my old mafter, Mr. Such
a one, and we go to Italy,. What? My
old friend from Turin? Yes, Sir, he i3
of Turin. If you are his friend, ﬁep to
the Pofada, and you will fee him., This
proved a delightful furprize to the Doc~
tor and me, as you may well imagine.
We afked each other numberlefs quef~
tions in a moment, and could not recover
from the amazement of fuch a éel/’ in-
contro m fo remote a corner of the world
a8 Badajoz.
The cardinal, to whom my name hapa
‘pened not to be quite unknown, fent me
word that he would be glad to fee me,
and to him I went with Merofio, who is '
his phyfician. He received me with af-
fablhty, and feemed much pleafed at the
; F 2 plea-

)
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* pleafure that fparkled in the eyes of two
friends who had unexpeftedly mét on
the banks of the Guadiana. ‘There
I paffed a moft agreeable evening, and
Portugal, Rome, and England furnithed
u$ with topics of converfation for five
hours. " With his eminence there is a
young Monfignore his nephew, and fe-
veral other Italian gentlemen, all heart-
ily tired “with their long ftay here, and
all withing to exchange it for Rome.’
- Badajéz, they fay, is no very cardina-
litan refidencé. Excepting the governor
Conde de la Roca, and two or three of-
ficers of the garrifon, who have feen the

world, there are no people in it much -

fit for converfation. The Badajozians
who perhaps never faw a-cardinal within
their walls ever fince they were built,
pay his’ eminerice a fort of refpet, that.
approaches adoration, or /dolatry, as he
termed it himfelf, which he returns with
numberlefs beneditions whenever he
goes out. But this interchange of kind-

S nefs
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nefs does not mend matters with him,

gnd his days pafs on in languor rather '

than in quiet. .And how does he pafs
the nights ? Happy we, obfcure mortals,

who have nothing to difturb our fleep, -

but the hardnefs o\f a mattrafs, and a
thought of Pgolital It is not always a bad
thing to-be an obfcure mortal, and below

the notice of Kings and Popes.
- T need not tell you by what accident a
man of his importance was brought to
this town. The public papers have in-
formed you of the treatment he met at
Lifbon, and how roughly he was driven
from thence with all his retinue, I was
bold enough to afk him the reafon of it.
X verily think, faid-he, that thofe who
did it, know it no better than myfelf. An
order was brought me in writing tp quit
Lifbon in an hour ; but the fifty foldiers
‘who brought that order, did not al-
low me a minute. - Their commander
hurried me into a boat without giting
me time to fhut my writing-defk, made
F 3 me

'
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me crofs. the Tagus, and faw me to the
Csyain four days. On the road I had no
bed, and fcarce any thing to eat; and all
this without my knowing. why. But

‘come to fee me when I am in Italy, and

then I will tell you more. Here, added
he with a fmile, I muft be a great politi-
. ¢ian, 'and hold my tongue. . .

- To-morrow I intend to do as I did to-

day, and go no more than three leagues.

1'fhall pafs the whole morning with my

friend, who, like a true Milanefe, grieves

at his mafter’s fituation, though he knows

- no more of his affairs than myflf.

I'will end this with the letter written
by Dom Luiz da Cunba, Secretary of State
to the Cardinal, and fent by the officer
that was to accompany him fo far as the
Caya. ‘ ' :
- < CaRrTA;
8¢ Que de Qrdem de S. Mageftade efireven o fecretario

$¢ de ¢flado Dom Luiz da Cunha ao Cardinal Acgigioli
$¢ para fabir da Corte de Lifboa.

. s« Eminentiffimo e reverendgﬁmo Senbor,
¢ Sug Magsfiade, ufando do jufio, real, e
§ Jupreme
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_ <€ fupremo poder, que por todos os direitos lbe

¢ compete, para confervar illexa a fua au-
“ thoridade regia, e prefervar os fous vaf~
 fallos de efcandalos prejudiciaes & tran-

_ ““quilidade publica dos feus reimos: Me

* manda intimar a V. offa Eminencia que logo

. immediatamente & apprefentagas deffa

““ carta baja Voffa Emsnencia de fabir defta

" ¢ corte para a outra banda do Tejo, ¢ haja

¢ de fabir via refla defles reinos no precizo
¢ termo de quattro dias. -

" Para o decente tranfporte de Voffa Emi-

“nencia fe achao promptcs os reges efcaleres

' na praya fronteira é caza da bahtafao
¢ de Voffa Eminencia. -

" < E para queVoffa Eminencia poffaentrar
% nelles, e feguir a fua viagem e caminky -
< ferm o menor receyo de infultos eontrarios &
«« proteccas que Sua Magefiade quer ‘fempre
“ gue em ‘todos os cazos ache em feus domi-
< nios a immunidade do. caraller de que
« Voffa Emiriencia _fe acha reveftido: Manda
" 0 dito Senbor ao mefmo tempo acompanbar

 a Vo ]a Eminencia até a fronteira defie

h‘

T - Fg4 - & reing
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“ reino par buma decoroza ¢ compeicate ofs
<« colta militar.

<« Ficopara fervir a Volfa Eminencia com
o mgior offequio. - Deos gyarde a Voffa
“ Eminencig muitos annos. Pago @ 14 de
¢ Junbo de 1960. De Voffa Eminencia
i oéﬁ’qwozgﬁma Jervidor,

: : D.Luviz da CusHA.

In Enghih thus.

« A LETTL’R,

‘€« Which by order ef his Majefty Dom Tuiz
« da Cunha Secretary of State, - wrote to Cardinal

- $¢ Acgigiolliy that he may forthwith depart from
s« the Court of Lifbon.

-

<« Moft eminent and moft reverend. Sir.

¢ His Majefty, making ufe of the juft,

# royal, and fupréme power which he has
¢ all forts of right to, that he may keep
« inviolate his royal antherity and. pre-
*¥¢ ferve his fubjeéts fram fuch {candagls as
¢ might prove. prejudicial tp the public
% tranquility of his kindows; orders me
¥ to Iet Your Eminence know, that,- on

¢ your
, £y
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ss..your having this prefented to you, you
“ quit immediately this courst and crofs
“ over to the oppofite fide of the Tagus,
“ to depart ftrait- from thefe kingdoms
¢ within the term of four days.

« For the-decent tranfport of Your
« Eminence, the royal barges will be
« ready before the houfe inhabited by -
# Your Eminence. ’

“ And that Your Eminence, may en~
¢ ter them and continye this journey
"« withont the leaft fear of infults con-
« tyary to the protection which his Ma- |
« jefty on every occafion -grants in his
“ own dominions to the immunity of
« the character invefted in Your Emi-
< nence, the faid lord orders at the fame
“«time that Your Eminence be accom-

__“panied fo far as the fromtier of this.
« kingdom by an honourable and com- e

 petent military efcort.” .

“J am' at Your Eminence’s fervice
“with the utmoft obfequionfnefs. .God
¢ guard  Your - Eminence many “years.

' ' 4 From .
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« From the pakace, 'jun’e 14, 1760. Your
« Eminence’s moft obfequious fervant,

« D. Luis da Cunka.”

LETTER XXXIX.

A leffon. 2o ztmerant wrzter:.

Badajoz, Sept 23 3760, eariy in tbe morning.

- ‘A S'T night I had the curiofity to
read over all thofe of my" letters

that have Portuguefedates : then ruminat-
ing a while on their contents, « Well,
< faid I to myfelf, let us fuppofe that
¢« you fhould take into your head fome
¢ time or other to print thefe letters,
« what do you think that people would
« fay to them? You. know, Mr. Tra-
« veller, that, before he ventures to
« prefs, every confiderate man ought to
- ¢« afk himfelf this queftion twice. There-
¢¢ fore give me leave to.afk you again,
- ¢ abat will people fay to your work «wben
¥ gt ids prmted?”
- SQlf:
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Self-love anfwers without hefitation,
that-every mortal will be glad of this
" publication. That the moft bufy men

and the moft attentive women will quit
’ their affairs as well as their pleafures
to erjoy fo delightful a performance.’
That all will unite in chorus to extol
the clegance of my language, the rapi-
dity of my ftyle, the variety of my
thoughts, and the jufinefs of my re-
marks. That every body will call me a
pleafing painter of material objects, con-
fider me as a fkilful indagator of cuftoms
and manners, and infallibly rank me
amongft the neateft, brighteft, and moft
inftructive writers that Italy or any coun. .
try ever produced. -

But felf-love, brothers, felf-love is a
treacherous rafcal whom no body ought
ever to truft. Self-love will feize every
opportunity to- footh and flatter and lead
amaninto error, and there is no ene liv- .
ing but who has had many reafons to
mli’u'uﬁ; his fuggeftions: and now that 1

 have
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have calmly infpeed the fout enfemble
of my Portuguefle letters, and foregone
an hour the effet they may .produce in
* the minds-of the generality of my readers,
Iown I am not quite fo pleafed with
that taut enfemble as I was with each lgt-
ter fingly, when I wrote them at inter-
vals four and twenty hours diftant from
¢ach other. I am under fome appre-
henfion leaft any reader ' fhould think
me too farcaftical, and, what would be
- worfe, that he thould be led into opi-

nions with regard to the Portuguefe .

that] do not intend to give him.

Was each of thefe letters to be read
abftraCted from the reft, I am pyetty
fure that no body would fufpeét me of

,mafigpity and ill-will to the Portuguefe

and their country. The defcription of
bad inns im g region unfrequented by
travellers, the account of a barber’s ab-
furdity, or a wench’s impertingnce, and
other fuch things, would perhaps prove
 diverting duripg the fhert time gmploy~

¢ ‘ ed
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ed in’ the perufal, and leave no impref-

fion behind to the difhonour of Portu-

gal and the generalty of its inhabitants,

Each letter would have no other effeét

than is produced in the mind of him

~who reads the burlefque Capitolo, written
by our poet Berni to his friend the fa-

miovs Fracaftorius in difpraife of Settig-

~ nano (@ village in the Veronefe territory ;)
-and every man would poffibly langh at
the fub]e& of the pitture, as well as at

the humour of the painter, as it is the

cafe in that Capitols. But I fear loft

my burlefque accounts, taken dll toge~

ther, fhould produce a different effect:

from that which would be produced by

only one, and bring me upon 4 level

with thofe peevith and infolent travel

mongers, who in the countries they de-

fcribe look only for fubjetts .of blame and

'difapprobation. '
- That my reader therefore may not form

- from my letters (if I print them, as it

is my mtentxon) more unfavourable idess
: of
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of the Portuguefe ‘ than I intend; I will
warn him here to take notice, that;
though the proportion of cenfure and ri-

~ dicule may prove greater in them than
that of praife and commendation, yet he.
.muft not be too quick to infer upon my
teftimony, that both the country and
the nation of the Portuguefe are unw.
deferving his “efteem.” I have feen but
little of either, and have had no means
of giving any judgment of the middle.
or of the higheft clafs. ‘Therefore if
any reader ' fhould find himfelf difpofed
to take my word and give implicit cre~
dit to my letters, let him refbrain his ima-~
_gination, ‘and not confound thofe two
claffes with the loweft. Cardinal Acci-
aioli (whofe fincerity is much greater -
than his -politics) and the gentlemen-
of hié retinue, who have no great rea-
fon to be in love with the Portuguefe,
“have aflured me that, both of the. high
and middle rank, there are many effi-.
mable. perfons in Lifben and the - little
I have
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1 have faid of the Hermits of the Corks
copvent, the curate of ' drrayoks, the
theriff of Ville Vizofs, and fome others,
qught to convince my readers that I
do not intéend to make themy look on
 Portugal 23 a country quite deflitute
of politenefs and hofpitality. I certainly
have no great opinion of: its literature
and arts, or of its populace; and my
contempt 1S the natural confequence of
my obfervations, though quite curfory, -
quite fuperficial. Let us however not
- forget, that arts and literature can ne-
ver be greatly cultrvated in countries of
{mall -extent, as Portugal is ; and with
refpedt to the low part of any nation,
there is always a wide difference between
the manners prevailing in a large metro-
polis and in the country depending on it,
Every metropolis abounds in vices al-
moft unknown to the .inhabitants of
petty towns and villages ; and this re-
fleftion muft ferve as a counterballance
to thofe I have made in condemnation of

the
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the rogues who flung ftones at me in the

valley of Alcantara. - 1 am perfuaded

" that with fuch an adventure I {liould not

have met, but in the neighbourhoo,d of a

metropolis.

I-with it had been in my power to
-go and vifit the univerfity of Cokimbra,
and the kingdom of Algarve mentioned
almoft no where but on the Portuguefs
coin, An account of that kingdorh and

that univerfity would poffibly have raifed

my ideas of the Portuguefe people : an
¥ wifh alfo, that it had been confiftent
with the plan of my, prefent joursey to
go and wander a while on the banks
of the Minbo and the Douro, and care-
fully examine the cuftoms and manmers
of thofe that drink of their ftreams. But
what avails wifhing, when we are not
" rich enough to fatisfy either our own
‘or our friends’ curiofity ¢ However, fince
1 am abowt withing, I will wifh that

fome future traveller, poffefled of fuffi-

~ cient leafure, wealth, and fagacity, may
C : come
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more ample and more circumftantial ‘ac-"
count of it. The literary world wants
a complete information of a country, of -

which not even the capital has been yet
defcribed.

LETTER XL,

A _/ketcb of the adventares of a lady. Come
to fee the watrh, ~ Talaverolan poetry:

- “T'slaverola, Sept. sg, 1760,

EROSIO came early this morn-
: ing to me, and informed me moft
minutely of what has happened to him
fince we parted at Milsn, and by what
Tucceffion of accidents he was at laft
brought to Badsjéz with Cardinal Hecia=
foli. Befides his own he related the ad-
ventures of his wife, an Englithwoman
‘whom he married in Lifbon fome years
ago. Ihad indeed heard her mentioned
at the Englith coffee-houfe there ; but
‘did not fufpe@t that the was my friend’s
‘. Vou.IL G wife,
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"+ wife,” as his name had been inaceurately
pronounced by thofe who fpoke of her.
She is a moft wonderous being, it feems.
'She has been in the four quarters of the
world, and fpeaks feveral languages,
amongft which that of the Indians in the
neighbourhood of Goa, ‘where fhe refided
as a maid of honour to the unfortunate
vice-queen marchionefs T4vora, who was
© beheaded in Lifbor with the duke of
Aveiro, She has alfo been in' Yapan with
her firft hufband, a2 Dutch phyfician, to
whom fhe was married at Batavia: and
it is but lately that fhe was redeemed
from a long flavery, and paflfed from
Morocco to Gibraltar in the Englith fhip
that went to Barbary to fetch many cap-~
tives of the Britith nation, fhipwrecked
‘laft year (if I am not miftaken) in 8
man of war called the Lischfield. Ma-
dame Merofio had been takenthree years
before in a Portuguefe veflet by a Saleteen
pirate, and would probably have paffed
“her whole life in captivity, had the not
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been an Englithwoman. As fuch, fhe
was redeemed along with .the crew of the
Litchfield. Soon after fhe had been fold
.at Morocco, the became a great favour-
ite with a favourite Sultana there, and
frayed there long tnough to learn that
language. She has informed her huf- ‘
-band from Gibraltar, that the prefents
her miftrefs made her when forced to-
part with her, will prove more than
fufficient to live the remainder of their
days in quiet. He has defired her to
take the road of Italy, and. meet him at
Genoa or Milan. A narrative of her life
would make a fine book, and if 1 fee
Jer any where in Italy, I will fpirit her up
to it, and effer her my fervice towards
the work. »

The Cardinal has obligingly drawn
_from me a promife that I will pay him (2)-

(@) Ihkept that premifas in the year 1765, and peffed a
few months at Ancona with bim.  He died foon after 1left

. the place, and univer ally regretted, as my Anconitan fiends
surote to me. ’ :

| Gz a2
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‘a vifit when we come to be all on the

good fide'of the Alps. I really was

forry to leave him in a place, which
. muft on many accounts prove very dif-

agreeable to a man of his parts, habits, -

and focial temper. I am afraid the
croffes he has met with in Lifbon will
tmpair his health. I took my leave about

one in. the afternoon' of him, of my °

friend, and of Paolita’s native place with
a heart full of the moft fincere forrow,
and after two hours riding croffed a
torrent called Guadixa. Only one cot-
tage have I feen to-day in the fpace
of thréee leagues, This village of Ta-
laverola is but fmall, and the only thing
pompous in it that I have obferved, is
the thort infcription on the gate of the
Pofada. Mefon por los Cavalleros. = It
would be properer if it faid, \ por les Mu-
Jetteros. However, it may be confider~
ed as an enchanted caftle built by Arsmi-
da for Rinaldo, when compared to the

Eftallages. - ‘
' As
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As I was loitering before that Me.
Jfon waiting for my fupper, a parcel of
poor little girls came¢ to look at the
Effrangero. Afking them their names
and other fuch important queftions, I
happened to look at my watch. One
of them on ‘feeing it, afked me what
it was. Un relox, faid I, gz)e me dize las
horas. < A watch that tells me the hour.”
Habla el relox ? replied the pert thing:
¢ Does the watch fpeak?” Look here, my
dear, faid I. ~When this hand points
at .this mark, it is one : when at this,
it is fwo; and fo on. But how does
the hand, faid the girl, go from one
mark to thé other, and tell you the
hour you want to know? The queftion
was fomewhat puzzling, as I knew not
.what words to ufe to fatisfy .her curi-
ofity. . To fpare myfelf the trouble of "~
a long explanation, which might at laft
prove incomprehenfible, I put the watch
to her ear, and ‘made her take notice
of the clack: within it. You cannot

| G 3 - con-
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conceive how fhe was ftruck on hear-
ing it. No furprize was ever fo ftrongly
marked in any face. All her little friends
would have the watch clapped at their
ears, and it was very diverting to fee the
effect it produced in their little minds.
Unable to contain the aftonithmeént
caufed by that little noife, fome of them
ran along the ftreet, called the infantry
of the village, and brought it all about
‘me to fee and hear ¢/ relox del cavellero..

" Happy the boy or girl that could hear

it twice out of my princely condefcen-
fion! Who could ever have thought,
that T had with me the ready means of
‘making them all fo happy! And feveral
of the men and women who ran at the
creatures’ buftle, took me for a moft
‘refpectable Hidalgo upon the mere -credit
of my watch. . Thus I beguiled an hour,
immenfely delighted with their aftonifh-
ment and innogent joy. Meafure you
. now the proportion of knowledge that
there is between London, Paris, or Rome,

and
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. and the village of Talaverols in the Spa-
aith Bfiremadura. .

Re-entering the Mefon, and infpecting
. its ‘furniture, I faw in a corner an almss
box fixed to the wall with this infcrip-
tion upon it :

O tu hotirado Cavallero
RQue llegais a effe Mefon,
Da un ochavo a las almas,
X ponlo en efie Cajon.
Mira que la obra es buena
Del divino Concifforio,
¥ lo admite de mano ajena
* Para que falgar de pena
Las almas del Purgatorio.

In Englith thus: ¥z noble covalier, who
bave reached this inn, give a balf-penny to
the fouls, and put it in this box. Take no-
tice that this aét will prove acceptable to
the beavenly confifiory, and it will be worth
- the liberality of any foreigner to deliver
the fouls out of Purgatory. '

G4 There
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There are no watchmakers here, faid
" I, but there are poets: and to pafs
, anothcr moment I tranflated thefe verfcs
into Italian thus E

S, gnor dabbene e bells
Qui giunto a fuo grand agio,
Deb lafci un quattrinello
Dell’ anime in fuffragio!

 Voffignoria Illufiriffima

- Faré cofa gratifima

Al [anto Concifforio
Con pecunia pochiffima
Per.chi fia in Purgatorio.

And with this I take my leave of the
Pindar of the Guadixa, or the Talaverolan

bard; call him as you like.

"LET-
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LETTER XLI.

Tedzozthﬁ of ungformzty Leanders Melon-
Jeeds.  General Muza.

Mérida, Sept. 26, 1760,

HE Englifh Speétator advifes us

to keep a minute account of our
daily doings, that by reading it a while
after, we¢ may fee how our time has
clapfed, be afhamed of the manner in
which we fpent it, and employ it better
for the future. .

Why of the many that have heard of
fo good a piece of advice, not one perhaps
would ever take it, many reafons may be
given. . But the beft in my opinion is,
that fuch a journal would prove uniform,
and uniformity is a moft wearifome
thing, Each page of it would be like
the former, becaufe men in general do
to-day and will do to-morrow, what they
did yefterday and the day before, Very

- ' few

\
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few are the lives fo diverfified as to afford
quick paflages from actions of one kind
to actions of another; and to write and
to read over and over the fame ftory,
would only aggravate the tedmufnefs of
uniformity, .

It is- however prov1dent1al that uni-
formity is difgufting, Were not man
altuated by ah invincible averfionh to it,
he would certainly fit down in idlenefs
after having provided for the prefent ne-
ceflity, and hls care would fearcely ever
‘preclude the wants of to-morrow. Otir
averfion to uniformity makes us hate a
jail above all other things, becaufe life is -
. paffed with a greater uniformity in a jail
than any where elfe. And why do we
all with for an inceflant increafe of riches,
but becaufe we know that riches' afford
the readieft means of varying life? In-
deed all our efforts tend to this end, and
1 think that all men would; if they could,

dévote part of their life to travelling, be-
- ¢aufe they fuppofe that it affords a great
deal
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" dealof variety., But I, who have tried
#t feveral times, am not quite of this
opinion, What am I doing now, but the
" famething over and over ? I get up be-
" times in the morning from a bad couch,
enter a chaife, go on till dinner-time;
then alight and eat; then 'enter: the
«chaife again, go on till {upper-time;
then alight and fupj then go to lie down
upon another bad couch, Nor do I con-
verfe more, or fee more objects, than
when I was in the immenfe metropolis of
England, where a man may live 3 hun-
dred years, and yet fee every day many
and many things which will prove new
to the man that has moft feen.

Amongft my expedients to deftroy as
much as poffible of this uniformity, I -
have betaken myfelf to that of writing a °
- minute narrative of this. journey: bat,
amongft the many inconveniencies of my
expedient, one is, that I can fcarcely help
beginning my letters uniformly with This
morning, 'To avoid fo difguftful a fame-
: ' 4 nefs
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nefs I am driven to the hardeft fhifts. I
put my mind to no fmall torture every
night, and have recourfe to various flou-
rifhes in order to efcape it both for your
fake and mine. Sometimes the flourifh
will be gay, fometimes will be dull
Dull or not, I muft now fay that this
 morning 1 fat out from Talaverola at
. eight, and that I have neither faid, nor
feen, nor done any thing in this whole
day that could relieve me from wearifome
uniformity. I have only obferved that
the Leandro (laurel-rofe) which is culti-
vated with fo much care in our Italian
gardens for its beautiful flower, grows
fpontaneoufly on the banks of the Guadi-
ana, Next to this unimportant informa-
tion I muft give you another, quite as
unimportant ; and it is, that about noon -
we fat down, Batifte, the Calefferos, and
1, upon the bank of the Guadiana, to eat
a dinner we had brought with us, as
there is no kind of habitation between
Talaverdla and Mrida, though fix leagues -

xﬁant
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diftant from each other, except one called
, Lobdn, which I have already forgot whe-~
ther it isa Venta or a hamlet. -

About eight at night we entered this
Méridaby abridge near as fineas that at
Badajéz. ~ Few rivers in Europe can
boaft of two fuch noble bridges as deco-
rate the Guadiana. Not far. from Talave-
rdla we bought of a peafant fome melons,
which proved as good as the very beft at
Cantalupo, in Romagna, Malamocco near
Venice, C€aravaggio in . Lombardy, or
Cambiagno in‘Piedmont : and this is ano-
~ ther of to-day’s unimportant tranfations.
' I had charged Batifte to fave the feeds,
‘which I intended to have fowed at home,
in order to contribute my mite towards
the propagation of the good things of
this world : but the hair-brained fellow
forgot my order, and has thrown them |
' _away.’ ‘ -
~ I Kave taken a tour about the fireets of
Mirida. Father Mariana fays in his hi-
ftory, that Muza, a general of Morocco,

taking
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taking a view of this town from a diftance;
was fired with a defire of making himfelf
" mafter of it, which he effeted by a ftra-’
ng‘m after this' manner. As the inha-
bitants defended themfelves with the
greateft obftinacy, knowing him to be
. old; and hoping he would fooni' die, ‘and
the fiege be raifed of courfe, General’
Muza tinged his white hair to black ;
then fent them'word he would be glad to-
treat with them, and put an end to the’
fige. They (z) complied with his de~
fire, but their deputies, feeing him grown
young, were fo terrified that thcy advifed’
a farrender.

I believe Mérida to have been a noble
place in former ages; when it was called

(a) Mulcacim Tarif Abentarique, Muza’s con«
¢ temperary, in his Arabick Hiffory of King Rodrigoy
tranflated into Spanith by Miguel de Luna, does not
mention this ftratagem, though he takes particulag
notice of that fiege, and defcribes fevesal particpla<
rities of it. De Luna’s trapflation was printed for
the fourth time at Palencia in 1646, I fhall fpeak
of it in another place.

Augu/la
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Augufla Emerita, and was the metropolis
“of Lufitania 3 but time has changed it.
Many antiquities are here to be feen, as
this was ancea flourithing. colony of the
‘Romans. - The Me¢éridans feem to care
" but little for thofe remains, and are ne~
~ verthelefs proud of them. At leaft. the -
. Pofadero feemed fo to me. He is what
they call in Spanith, . unagradable babia-
der. A fair-[poken man, a [pécious
« prater.” And has told me that even
their bridge is a Roman work.” I have
'mot time to verify his affertion ; but in=
" deed it is a noble bridge, long, fpacious,
and all of free-ftone.

LETTER XLL

"An odd colonel and a kind curate. Boys
" and girls jumping at my quartillos.

v Meaxaras (or Miajadas) Sept. 27,':760.
HEN I1{hall have told you that

¥ T'aminavillage fcarcely contain~

g fonr hundred fouls, you will prefently

con~
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conclude that my letter of to-day will
prove quite as infipid as that of yefterday.
I with [ could fill up my daily accounts
with interefting matter: But confider
that I travel on without ftopping through
a country very thinly peopled, and that -
little can be faid when but little. is to be
" feen. However, this day’s letter will
- prove more entertaining than my laft.

This morning (I cannot avoid this .ex-
prefion) we croffed early the eaftern
part of Mérida’s territory, which is
pretty fertile in fome places, and ftop-
ped at a hamlet called San Pedro about
two leagues diftant, and there dined,
though it was but nine o’clock, becaufe
we were {ure to find no more habitations
from thence ta this Meaxaras, which is
five long leagues diftant from San Pedro.-

'While we were employed in taking off
the rind of a' large Merida-melon,
(whofe feeds fhall be " certainly preferved)
a moft ugly coach, drawn by two half-
ftarved jades, entered the Pofads, An

' : old
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old gentleman was in it, who is colonel
of a regiment of cavalry called De /g
_ Reyna. .He was preceded by half a dozen
of his horfemen. Asfoon as alighted he
came into the room where I was at din-
ner with my people; that is, Batifte
and the Calefleros. 1 got up, offered
him a feat, ‘and invited him to partake
of my fare, which was not bad, as pa-
tridges and other game are very plentiful
in thefe defarts, and to be bought of the
country-people or the Pofaderos almoft
for nothing. But the colonel was in" a
pet, thanked me coldly, turned his back,
went to wait without for my going, that
‘he might take poffeflion of the room,
which is the only-one 'in the Pofada.
Then growing impatient, as I fuppofe,
he ran to the ftable ; and that he might
do fomething towards difcharging his ill-
humour, he ordered that my four mules
thould be inftantly driven out of it, to
. make room for his two jades and for the
horfes of his cavaliers. ‘It was lucky that
Vou. II. H ~ he
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he ftopp'd there, and djd not likewife
think of driving me aut of the raom,
Had .he thought of that, and commanded
- his warriors to inveft it, I had certaiply
furrendered at difcretion, as well as Ra=
tifte, as we are quite ignorant of the art |
of attacking and defending places. How- -
ever, his indignation was all vented againf}
"the mules : and here I wohnld have you
* take notice by the by, bow 1kill prevails
. over hodily @rength. The four beafls
have certainly ten, if not twenty times,
mere. ftrength than he and any of his
fellows put together ; yet they were pre-
- fently turned out intothe yard though the -
- Calefferos ran to tell him, in a moft {ub-
. miffive ftrain, that they had juft accabads
~ lacevada (eaten their chopp'd fraw) and
that ¢/ Cavgllero (meaning me) was going -
~in three minutes. InEngland this would
not have happened, as the common-
people there are- more upon a par with
colonels and generals than that of Spain,
An Englith, Y4g0, or a' Welth Dom
.  Manueb,

O
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Manuelo, would upon fuch an occafion
have fhown a clenched fift to the peevith
" old fellow 5 and his foldiers would no
more have thought of touching than of
eating the mules. But all countries
have; conftitutions of their own, which
are productive of this and that good, and
fubject to this and that evil, »

My poor conductors, each of their
limbs fhaking with terror, came run-
ning to tell me, that they had put to;
. and begged I would inftantly run away
from that formidable enemy to mules.

"But I had feen from the window the
" whole regiment advance towards the Po=
Jada, “and-béing willing to view it, bade

them go flowly on and wait for me at

fome diftance. The regiment is indeed
very fine. Fine horfes, fine men, all well
armed, and very well c}reﬂ'cd.

", Having fatisfied my curiofity, and

looked at fome of the officers ladies who

came on in chaifes and alighted at the
- Pofada, 1 went to join my timnid Calefle-

H 2 ros,



ros, and, continuing our journey through
a defart, we reached Meaxdras pretty

late in the evening. Here I fupped in

compliance with that unavoidable uni<

formity of _which T talked ye&erday'

Then 1 went to take a walk about the
village. 1. fpied the ruins of a caftle;
and thither dire¢ted my fteps.. Near thofe
ruins a clergyman was fitting on a ftone
quite alone. 1 bowed, he bowed. Criado
de> voftied, Senor Cura: Criado de woffed,
" Cavallero. Pray, ‘what are'thefe ruins ?
Thofe of a Moorifh ¢aftle, {aid the curate
with an air of affability ; and without
any further ceremony he entered upon

the hiﬁory of it, and informed me of the .

rife and fall with as rapid a volubility of
fpeech as ever I heard, to my no fmall

" fatisfaCtion. I wifh I could meet often

with fuch men during the remainder of

‘my journey. We parted after afull hour’s

confabulation about the Moorifh people,
that ‘were once powerful in this very
province of Ejiremaa’ura Efpacnla. He

- : thinks
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 thinks thit fome of their defcendants are
ill lurking in feveral parts of the coun-
try, openly living like chriftians, but fe-
cretly . practifing fome Mahometanifim.
Yet,. faid he, their fear of being difco-
vered has always been fo great, ever fince
the edict, of, general expulfion in 1610,
that, daring not to fpeak Arabick even
amongft themfelves for fear of being
_overheard, they have loft it, and with it
the greateft part of their religion, which
will totally perifh of itfelf before it is
long, and all of us be (&) Gbriftianos Viejos,
probably before another century is elap~
’ fed. Could I vifit the moft unfrequented
parts ‘of Granada and Andalufia, 1 would
enquire more about thefe Morifcos and
their remains. By the monurents they
have left in all parts of this kingdom they
feem to have been a brave breed of men.
(4) OLp CHRISTIANS, is a title which Spaniards .
&ive themfelves, ta let . athers know that they are mat de~
Jeended from Fews ar Morifcos, who, when converted,
are’ called CarisT1aN0s NUEvoes, NEw CHRis- -
TIANS. ' '

Hj " As
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As the moon fhone bright, I rambled
about the village a while, after having
parted with the good curate. In turning.
- a corner I met with fome men and women
who. fat on benches talking together and
énjoying the frefhnefs of the night,
‘while fome children of both fexes were
playing in the midft of the ftreet. Muc-
chachita, faid 1 to a-{prightly girl who
curtefied to me of her own accord, will .
~ you tell me iny way to the Pofada of Tia
Morena? 1In this country they give the
appellation of T7a (Aunt) to all old wo-
men of low rank. Furn that corner,
faid the girl, and it is the fecond houfe on
" your left hand. Take this for your kind-
‘nefs, faid I, giving her a fmall coin.

Her play-fellows who faw me reward
"an anfwer, weré prefently about me,’
Senor, Senor, deame un quartillo- tambien,
“ give me a farthing too.” 1 diftributed

"+ as many as I had, and each of them

would have had one but that their cries

~ drew ‘more boys and girls from the neigh-
R ¢ - - bourhood



fweg 1

Bourhood in an inftant. 7" a ms tambien,
Senor, y ami, y a mi. One pulled me by
the coat, one took me by the hand or
" arm, one called me by a foft name, one
by another. Finding my coins run fhort
of their numbers, I told them I had none
Ieft; but that I would find more if they
. -would come with me to Zia Morena. Do
you think I fpoke to the deaf? No.
One and all thewed great joy at the un-
expected offer, and environed by them I
"went to the T7z.- She had heard the
. noife at a diftance, and trembled to hear
-it approach; and Batifte, who diftin~
guithed my voice amongf fifty, prefently .
concluded I had brought myfelf into
fome diftrefs, and ran up ftairs for his
hanger. 1 called the 77z out with a moft
imperious voice, and ordered her to bring
me inftantly all the Quartillos fhe had in
her till. Then pufhing the boys and
girls pell-mell into the Court-yard, bid
- two tall fellows to fhut the gate and
~ leave only the wicket open for my little

Ha o folks
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folks to go out one by one, giving them
a ftrict charge not to let any in of thoft
I fhould fend out. The boys and girls
prefs’d all upon me for a Quartillo, and

each would be firft to receive it. How- .

ever, beckoning to one of them, Who
art thou? faid I in a thundering tone of

voice. Xov foy Phelipito, Senor. - Well:
" Phelipito, falta y grita, Biva el Rey.

“ Yump and cry, Long live the King.”
Little Philip jump’d ‘and cried, had the
RQuartille, and was turned out at the
- wicket. Who art thou? Soy Terefita,
Joy Mafha, foy Pepito, [oy Antonieto, fay
~ this and oy that. (foy means I am) Salta
y grita. ‘They all told their .names one
after the other, all gave a jump, all cried
Biva el Rey, and all were fucceflively

turned out with a Quartillo a-picce, efpe-

cially the boys ; becaufe as to the girls,
and the taller ones moft particularly, I
‘have fome notion that they had more than

one. Alas! Itis impoffible to keep one’s .
integrity, when maidens tempt; and to’
| | ", be
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be perfelly impartial is no innate quality |

in man when they are in his way!

Be this as it will, ever fince Meaxarus
was {o named by the Moors in AMderbaz
men's days, never have its inhabitants had
fo joyful a night as this. Great was the
tumult, and many were the ears both of
boys and girls that I pulled, as the little
rogues creeping between the legs of the
men that guarded the  wicket, came back
again for anothep jump, another Brva,
another Quartill. 1 caught feveral of
them that were thus ftealing in, and they
~ pretended they were but juft come and
. had not had their due: but it was not
difficult to find inftantly out thofe who
“told a lye, becaufe afking abruptly their
names, thofe who had already given
theirs, could not immediately offer ano-
ther ; and I caught their cars as they he-
fitated, and pull’d, and made them fqueak
like pigs. It is true that - out of tender-
nefs to the girls I did not hurt them
much and even ran a Quartill into their
| “hands
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hands while I held them by an ear ; but

the wicked little wenches eried as loud as
-1f I had flead them, and thus concealed
o the boys the diftinction they received.
Upon my credit. you would have been

aftonifhed at their fagacity, and how rea- -

dily they caught my meaning. = Some of
them would even {queeze the hand of
the donor, and look up' to him with a
. fweet fmile without eeafing their mock
fcreams. - Mutft I tell you all ?- One of

" them had more than ten' Quartillos at,

once; and why becaufe her name was
Paolita. That name was too powerful-
for my impartiality. |

The Quartillys being at laft all gone,
- I difmiffed them with a fhort exhortation
to be all good boys and good girls, and
the feaft ended with a univerfal fhout
to the Cawallero.  All went away much
more pleafed with the manner of the
thihg than with the thing itfelf, and 1 as
ufual got to my pen and ink. |

LET-
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. LET.TER XLIL

Hops of flomes with oroffes. Ax odd way
of compofing inferiptions. A brave Eng
Iafb gerl. -

Truxillo, Sept, 27, 1760,

.§ "HE li\ttle care that is taken in,

thefe provinces of the public
roads, would have put my neck in dan-
.ger, had T not alighted often during
the fix leagues from Meaxaras to this
town. Yet they might be mended and
rendered durable at no great expence in
py opinion, as the ground is every
where dry and firm.  The Truxillo (in
antient times Turris Jfulis) has a very fine
" afpet from a diftance, as it ftands on
a high ground: but when you are in 1t,
you find it a very difagreeable town.
The ftreets are ill paved with .broken
flints, the houfes are irregularly built and
very low. » .
A bow-fhot from the gate at which
I entered, there are many heaps of

ftones
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flones ill-cemented together with mor-
tar, diforderly feattered on each fideof the
great road. Oh eachheap a wooden crofs
has been erected. I fuppofe the Truxi-
lians have more devotion to the .crofs
"than their neighbours, fince they have
more than thirty fuch croffes before that
gate. Few of their houfes have glafs
in their windows, but fhutters .only,
after the manner of the Portuguefe coun-
try-towns. '
4 Over the. gate oppofite to that at
which we entered, I fpent half an hour,
endeavouring to decypher an infcription
over an. arch, though to no purpofe.
Both-"the infcription arid the arch are
modern. ‘The abbreviatures of the in-
feription are in a very odd tafte, Per~
haps its author thought he imitated thofe
of the ancient Romans; but between
the ancient Romans and the mo-
. dern Truxilians,” there is* fearcely fo
much difference, as between their ways
of compofing infcriptions. Suppofe one
' of
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of thefe learnsd wants to exprefs Charles
Emanuel king of Sardinia, he firft writes
the diphthong B of a proportionable
fize ; then in the bunch of the diph-
thong he writes a finall 2and a fmall s,
and thus his meaning is clearly expreflcd
in his opinion. See what labours are
here prepared to future Gravius’s and
Gronovius’s ! ’

‘I forgot . to tell you that the Pofada
at Meaxaras (or Migjadas, asothers pro-
nounce) is a tolerable good -inn, and
Tia Morena a very cordial and ferviceable
‘woman. This Pofada of Truxillo 1s thll
better than that of Meaxaras: but atboth
you muft fend for whatever you want
to the fhops in the neighbourhood ; and
it feems that it is the general cuftom
of Spain to furnifh you with nothing
at fuch places but lodging and light,
together with the ufe of the fire-place
to drefs your vituals, which will be
drefs'd by the people of the houfe if you
have no fervant to doit. This Pofadera,

who
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- who is 2 ypung and handfome woman,

. 18 actually diffolving in tears; and fhe has
reafon enough for grieving, as the {fmall
pex has killed both her children this
very morning. When fhe was told of
it, fhe fell'into a fwoon, from which ,
they could hardly recover her in an hour.
Then ‘fhe | fat a-long while penfive and
quiet ; then ftorm’d; then {woon’d ; then .
was penfive and quiet again. She has
been ftorming in my hearing this half
hour, and has really awakened my whole
commiferation. Never have I feen grief
fo frantickly expreffed, nor heard fuch
piercing words: - The Spaniards havethe )
reputation of being endowed with the
greateft fenfibility of heart ; and I think
‘this charater of theirs firongly expreffed
in their faces, univerfally full of meaning
both in men and women. Poor Pofa»
dera! 1with her children had been ins -
oculated like many in England. ‘But in
this part of the world, far from being
introduced, inoculation has not yet beéx}»
‘ men-
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mentipned. It is aftonifhing how flow
is the progrefs of any new practice, be
it ever fo ufeful! T have heard when
I was.in England, that our countrymen
beginto adopt inoculation, and am glad
of it.. This is almoft "the only rationa}
" thing, of which the Italians have not

fet the example to the other nations of

Europe. Had it beeri known by them
in the golden Medicean days, it had pro=
bably been practifed by this time all over
Europe, and this paor woman would not
be overwhelmed by the tempeft of grief
that 1s novy'fhal‘;ing her. whole foul. .
_ Haviog nothingto add of Truxill, I
may as well, for the fake of filling a
page, tell you a pretty thing that a young
woman of my acquaintance did in Lon-
don. She was very handfome, but very
poor, and obliged to work hard at hey
-aeedle for her bread. A gentleman in '
good circumftances flattered her with
hopss of marriage; bus, as I had rea- -

| fon
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foh to think, with.a view to havc her!
on worfe terms. Dol

After many months courtfhip he went.
one dayto tell her, that he was going.
in the country for a while, and repeated:
his promifes ‘with ‘the greateft warmth.: -
But why.don’t you marry me before you!
go ? faid the! ingenuous girl..  You have”
been promifing and promifing every day, -
and: 1 don’t:fee why you fhould prormfe,
bemg your ‘own mafter.

: My attful fpark was fomcwhat fu-r-
prifed at this plain fpeech, ~which ke. -
thought maidenly modefty would neter
permit ‘her to utter, for fhe was cera:
tainly a modeft young woman. But find-
ing himfelf thus puffied home, to ‘put.
it- ftiil off with decency, he told her-
‘that he ‘Would not have protraéted thiss -
bufinefs fo ldng, but for.a.reafon: tHagy
he had mever-dared to'teli her. And!
what is that reafon ? faid'fhe in an alarm:.
Wby, my dear, you have ndt yet had the.:

o : o fmdll-
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fmall-pox; and fhould you have it af-
~ ter marriage and your beauty be deftroyed
by it, I am but a man like another,
and fhould probably repent, as you know
that beauty is what chiefly induces men
to love women, and all other good qua-
. Iities go for nothing without it. Well,
faid fhe, ‘your reafons are juft. Go into.
the country ; come to fee me when you
_come. back, and we will talk of mar-
- riage no more, until I have had the fmall-
pox, that we may fee what effe&s it
will produce. -

He was no fooner gonc than fhe had
herfelf inoculated,” In a few weeks fhe
was quite well, nor was her pretty face
at all impaired. The lover came back,.
and was quite fubdued by this coura-
geous proof of her affetion. He . mar-
ried her without delay, and very happy
he is now in his worthy wife. Our
Italian girls may love with mere ardour
than the Britih, but do you know any

You. I I who
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who could love fo well as my Enghﬂi
friend ? Lét the Englifh alone for na-
tural good fenfe, whatever you may fay
in favour of Italian imagination. ‘

LETTER XLIV.

A tumbl;—dawn-bill. Borracho or Bota.
Zarayasjo, Sept 18, xy&os

E keft Trusills at ten this morn-

ing, and- during three leagues
the road was very well. But ‘as we ap-
- proached Lg Sierra de Mirabete, which
1% a long chain of mountains, I was
" obliged to alight and walk the other two
Jeagues to this Zarayzejo. We mounted
fome hillocks; then ‘defcended; then
pafled .a torrent over a bridge; then
‘mounted: again,  As we went down to
the torrent, we were obliged to fuppore
_ 'the chaifes, which was net dane with~.
out a great deal of fatigwe. , On the op-
pofite rugged rife. the fatlguc was fhll
' greater,

Id
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g;aéter, and, what was worfe, proved
vain., 'The road on the declivity was fo
broken and fo narrow, that one of the
wheels could not find room enough, and
down went the chaife, the mules, and
¥ago; and down would- have been drag-
ged Dom Manuelo, Batifte, and his maf-
‘ter, had we not let go the ropes with
which .we fupported the chaife, maks
ing the greateft efforts to keep it upright.

. I-really thought that the hardiefs of
the flones would have proved fatal to
poor 2ago; yet he got but two or three
{mall contufions,- though he fell from
a very fteep height, dnd rolled downit the -

~ length of twenty feet at leaft. Thechaifs = -

had part of its tackle, broke, but was
foon mended with ropes; and the mules
got off quite unhurt. © With the affiftance
.of the other two that kad happily drag-
ged the other up the fteep, we got mine
-out of that bottom, all of us putting a
( P2 . had
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hand to the:work, and not without dani-
gerof falling ourfelves among the craggs;
“of the déclivity. . . S

“ Subject to fuch accidents are: thoﬁ: L

who. go iri chaifes about thefe defolate
regions, where few people travel becaufe
therroads are bad, and where the roads
~ are bad becaufe few people travel, ‘
“ ‘Half-an 'hour after having mounted

this :difficult:Cweflz, 1 came ftill a-foot
t6 Zarayzejs, quite {pent with fatigue-and
with walking- in the rage of the fun

.~ that; reverberated from the continued

rocks. ‘The man of the Pyfada told me
cn my arrival, that this is a fmall” and
wretched village, where nothing is to
be feen that deferves notice ; therefore
I threw myfelf on a bed and flept till
it was quite dark. I forgot to tell you,
that yefterday we dined at Puerto Santa
Cruz, another wretched village, which
lies at the foot of a high and naked
hill : but to-day’s dinner was eaten -on

"~ that
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that craggy declivity, fitting on its ftones
after having got:the chaife off. - We.
drank our wine four @ tour cut:'ofia fkins-
bag, - which is called Borrachs and Beta,
beth by the Portuguefe and the Spaniards.
OQur’s holds-abouit five gallons, and we fill
R wherever .wve find the liquor.good.
Yefterday at: Santa Cruz we cooled the
bag inra fiream, leaving it theve a full
. hour: but today were forced.:td drink
warny, which ‘was uncomfartable: enough
on'{o hot a dayi 1+ How great: isithe difs
ference between tmvellmg bhmugh. Spmn v
and England\ I A

bR
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LETTER XLV.

" Much 1o be fein. Countries high fertile
. in authors. The quefidn of the edilt

" difcuffed. - Would they cut canals. Virs
tue wants @ rub, Alms-boxes. Sweet=
Smelling plants. Goats and ﬁ)'e_ef,; Na
wheat-land. , .

. . X Almaraz, Sept. 29, 176q,
E who goes a long journey ought

torife early, and not doas I have *

done this morning. I could travel but
four leagues to-day. It.is true they have
~been bad enough to ftand in ftead of
eight. The two firft we went on mount-
_ing, the other two defcending: but both
the rife and the fall were fo fteep and
ftony, that I was obliged to walk little
" lefs than the whole way, and through
fuch by-paths, as proved longer than the
main road. Attwain the afternoon we
 reached a village called Jas Cafas del Pu-
~ ¢rto, ‘where with a few quartillos I pro-
cured myfelf the company of fome boys
o - and
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and girls, who came to fhow me the
way crofs a.thick foreft, dancing and
capering before me for more than a

league. This _was a pleafant diverfion
which rendered my walk lefs-difagree-

able: yet' it was nothing at all wheh
gompared to the mirth at Meaxaras.
We have now gone three days over

| "mountains very high, and part of them
_very woody. The weather was this morn-

ing fomewhat rainy. Had it been fine
J would bave clambered up a craggy
hill and vifited the Cafillo of . Mirabete,
which ftands on the moft elevated fum-
mit in this province. The caftleis a

. league diftant from Zayrazejo, and was

a work of the Morifcos. 'They had given
Mrabic names to 3glmoft all the towns, vil-
lages, mountains, vallies, and rivers of
this diftrict, which they poffeffed for many
centuries, and many of thofe names are
full .ppgfcrved. I waith I knew Arabic,

that Imight trace their megning and ori-

Ig | ginal :
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ghdmbsxt ~there is. never ran end. nf'm.y

vain wifhes: .. oy i !

- ./ That yeeile of Mm&ate; by whlch tbc
whaole §ierrs has:taken its denominatiot,
is now: ¢ntirely yninhabited, though not
intisely ruined, - A fhepherd told mej
that there hay mucho que:vér (much yet'ss
40 be feen) - particularly :fome mofaick
ftones and swalls encrufted with - partic
coloured -pieces of marble.:- Indeed, if I
could afford the expence, I would: ran

over -all §pain, in fpight of- its -bad ac-:
c_ouunédations,’\ and vifit- moft particus

lagly the tops of its numerous mouns

tains, on which the Morijios chiefly de--
lighted to build. The fatisfaction . that:
would be the confequenceof my difco~
veries and remarks, would amply - re-
pay me the fatigue of fuch a ramble..

 Innumerable are the objeéts of euriofity

up and down this large kingdom that
deferve to- be feen, examined, and de-’

fcribed,  Italy; France,' and.. England
may juftly be confidered as countries the
. ~ moft
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woftfartile of authors that ‘cver exifted ;
yet it is 4ftonifhing how littlé is fo be
foand in- their languages about the ftate
of Spain, either before or after the Morif-

" sanquitted it.  Of that nation which poi-

fetied . the greateft part of it for feve-
val centuries, and were ‘in it from 713
to:1610, we fcarcely know any thing

. with ‘regard to their domeftick way of

living, their laws, arts, fciendes, trade,
manufactures, and agriculture. Yet abotit
a million of them fill exiftéd not fo-muach
as.two centuries ago, according to fome
authors. . Mariana, in the fupplement
to his own hiftory, does butfay in gene-
rad terms, that the number'of thofe who

~ were driven out of Spain was incredible.:
“ . That incredible number, of that mil-

lioh, was expelled this kingdom in 1619
by a formidable edict of Philip III. - -n

- this age which: abounds in mighty phi:

lofophers infinitely more- than any ‘ever
did, it has-been, and is fill; a fafhion
to ftigmatize -the Spaniards -of ‘that age

IE . ' ‘ ‘£0f ‘



{ 122. ]

for- having been guilty of fuch a’ peljtical
eitor as tg deprive their kingdom at one
blow of that vaft number of inhabitants. -
Monfieur de Voltaire - and thé-whole tripe -
-of :is admirers, "have very gravely def-
canted on, this fubjeCt, and endeavoured
to" make the people confider that ex-
.pulfion, ..as no lefs inhuman thaa im-
political. What ?. fay thefe wife heads:
" Deptive.a milllon of people of -their na-
tive homes, .and drive them away, men,
+women, and children ?. Folly -mever to
:be retrieved, and cruclty never to be
.paralicled but: by St. Bartholomaw s maf~
facie | ~
. ‘Thefe exclamations app:ar{o plauﬁblc
that I am almoft afraid to «affer a word of
-apology for Philip 1II. thongh I enter-
tain fome fufpicion that the parade of
humanity made by our modith wits, has
- fome tendency towards forwardingirre-
- .ligion and.countenancing rebellion. Let
‘us however recollet, with regard to
- that famous -edict, -that .all the Spanifh
: : : . re-
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reprobatts of thofe times, their rebels,
traytors and rogues of all-denorhinations,
ufed to tike Tefuge and findconcealment,
¥ not prote@ion, among® the Morifus 3
" and that thofe Mahometans, ‘thoughlong
fubdued, ftil looked upon theméfeives as
lawful mafters.of the whole country, arid
would in confequence of that perfuafion,
co-opetdte openly or fecretly with the
French, the Englith, the Africans, and
with every enemy to Spain : and thus
keep it in inceffant difquiet, fufpicion
~and alarm,  Confideting ohly this with
bmpartiality, can we really blame that
ediq, which only drove them to their
original country ? . Nay more, can we
forbear to praife the Spaniards for their
great moderation in only bamthmg the
- Morifcos.
1t is true that by a&ing as they did,
the Spahiards deprived themfelves of a
* waft number of artifts,' hufbandmen, and
“foldiers. But ftill they ated s the go-
yernor of a citadel would do; who be- -
4 - Tieveg
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litved a part of his garrdow refolved to:
revolt and fide with his hefiegers the mow
ment they fhould come to :a-general. af-
fault. 1. muft, fays the governor; either.
drive thefe traytors out of .thefe walls; or:
put them all to.death; or perifh: myfelfy
If I.put them to death, the world will
tax me with cruelty ; ‘and if :I drive them
out, they will augment the  army with<
out. ' Brother-foldiers, what muft I do ?
Let us not:embrue our hands in fomuch:
blood—but they are traytors, and we
muft get rid . of them. They will ‘go
-andvencreafe the army of osr enemies and
leave our garrifon incomplete ;. but thofe:
that  remain will a&  with unanimity ¢
We¢: fhall then have only.our enemies to
fear: we lofe numbers but. we get
Tius in all probabxht‘y was the mafon-

. ing of Philip and his council, when the
expulfion of the Morifcos. was refolved
upon. -One of two great evils was to be:
“fulfered, and the leaft was chofen. Why
they
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they.are-to be-called barbarous-for it; is

~ beyond my comprehenfion.: -
-+OFf the- many. -writers who' have. made
‘metkion of the Morifcos, none ever gawe
e any fatisfaction, except Vavagero ; and
ytt e fpoke .but very little of .them in
thofe letters which he wrote:to our great
GoMector of ‘Travels Giambattifia Rannufis;
when he went ambaffador frem the Vee
netians to the Emperor Charles. V.. From
thofe letters, ‘compofed by Navagero out
_ of: his own journal, we calleét that the
Morifcos in their drefs, cuftorhs and. manw
- ners,. as°well as in their language, . werg.
much differcnt from any of the Europoan.
nations; worthy: therefore.to .have bees
examined by: an European philofophuy’
with a.much greater attention than Naua«
géro feems to have had, Their arts and
{ciences were neither few nor contempti-
bl¢. The learned have often in :thein
mouths the names of fome of their bi~
florians and phyﬁcxana, but indeed thmr
I , names
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pames only.. Tradition informs.the Spa
" niards, that the Morifcos had likewife 3
great many peets.  But their produ&ions
are now laft "to Europe, and we know
not whether Africa has prefirved tham;
Their knowledge of agriculture is alv
-dowed on all hands, and the remains of
their buildings, efpecially thofe at Gras'
nada, defcribed by Navggero and others,
bear witnefs to their fkill in aychiteGure,
But European incurioufnefs has fuffered
their exccllencies to fink int6 oblivion,.
We are at prefent perfectly ignorant of
the Arabick dialect which they fpoke;
agnorant of their fciences, arts, and char
ralteriftical peculiarities. . Yet an afen.
tive and curious traveller might fil}
glean about this country fufficient mate-
tials for an. interefting acconnt‘_o.f that
-people, by .defcribing with ezaltnefs
thofe ruins of their former habitations
' that il exift, by fearching far traditiop
- intheold bngs, Fomances, and chronicles, |
: both
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both Spanith ¥nd Arabick, that have ftill:

-@run among this people, or lie concealed .

in their libraries, and forming deductions

of what was once from what is ftill left.
If a King of Spain knew well' what

countty he has, he would in my opinion

‘be one of the moft powerul monarchs of

the world. Let canals be cat through
the provimces that they may be cafily irri
gated, which may be done in‘a few yoars
by an abfolute and rich King, as the.
Kings of Spain are, and williong be. Let
firict cconomy be eftablithed, -and agres

"+ culture encouraged with hberality ; and

the natural fecundity of the Spanifhe-
ground- will feed many. more millions
than it now contains. ‘This is the. uni~
form c¢ry of all the ;judicious Spaniards
with whom ¥ have converfed before I,
came. to vifit thefe regions; and I think
them right fince I have feen Efremsdura; -
1 have obferved 'amongft other things,
that the higher parts ‘of this'province nas

b
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‘are almoftas good to eat as our almonds, |
or rather otir ehefnuts, But nothing is
done hoi;vatds augmenting the number of
thofe trees. If they were cultivated:
wherever they would grow, Efremadura
slone would be able to furnith half Eu-
- rope with good hams, as numberlefs
fwine might be fed here at almoft no ex-
pence, as I am told it is done a little fur~
ther towards Madrid; -and the fwine that
feed upon the acorns of the green.oak,
are you cannot think how good. But
neither that, nor any other kind of culti-
vation is much thought on in thefe parts,
and both mountains and vallies are mife-
_rably negleéted ; therefore the province
has a great fcarcity of inhabitants, and
. few or none of them opulent. They eat
little, are covered with rags, and lodge
meanly. Itis true that a very little fuf-
fices them to keep foul and body together,
becaufe they are doubtlefs the moft tem-
perate people upon the face of the globe.
Nor are they ambitious of drefs, for not
- ' . even
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by, their priefts have good ceats on shea¢
backs, Then-they are fa indurated . by.
their haid manner of living, ‘that they
tan lic on their naked floors .in winter;
and even,in,the open air i fummer, with.
out inconvenignce.. They. certainly eng
jayia kind of happin:fs by living in this
catelels :manper, fatisfied with the prea
- fenyt-for want of knowing better, and. prég
f22ly. unmindful of the future ; apd.that,
they ate not,yery unhappy; theiy chearful,
lgoks as walv,as: their. geoeral hea,lthu-
nels, fufficiegtly. teftify. , But. it is -ngk
the , intereft . of  their ng _that . they:
* {hgyld Jead a Life: of indoleneg, howeveg,
happy.they may be ; nor.is-it, I thiplk
their own ter.bafk through Jife in fordid;
and . bungry . negligence,- whgn - thgy;
- might have plenty,and perbaps glegancey:
with care Lhox;t of * anxxetxe;, and lahaur.
fhoit of fatigugy,. . ... oo
<.The Eftremaduran mountam,q,coqtam‘
likgwiife, mery, fing marbles of diffeieng,
‘gt ndiateings the Mmfm were drivery;
e ,XOL. II Kk - out
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ott, perhaps not a fingle edifice of mar- -
ble has ever been raifed throughout this

provinee. Itis apparent that the Mo~
rifcos were infinitely more laborious and
-indaftrious than their fucceffors, if we
credit the innumerable remains of caftles
and towers which they have left all about
thefe cliffs and -rocks. The <aftle of
" -Mirabete already mentioned, wasnot only
‘a large building, but was furrounded with
‘a large garden, the walls of which are
yet ftanding in a good mieafure; and:

thofe. who made it, muft certainly have -

had fome ftream to water it upon the
elevation on which it was. But the Span-
jards, who during their wars with the
Morifces, were ‘a valiant-race of men,
_grew idieas foonas they got rid of them,
and degenerated inte an inactivity not to
be well conceived bat by rambling over -
Eftremadura, and comparing its prefent
awith its former ftate. ‘Thus did the
Romans after they had annihilated Cor-
- thage. - They dwindled away, propor-
tionably
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tionably as falt as the Spaniards after the
foll recovery and peaceable poffeffion of
_their ancient kingdom. Thus have other
nations funk from their grandeur as foon
as their enemies and rivals were bereft of
the power of harting. ‘That virtue may
proferve itfelf alive and bright, obfacles
and contention are neceffary ; otherwife
it will grow rufty and perith. Thus will
* the Englifh do, the brdveft nation of the
prefent world, let them be onee pof-
feffed of the whole circuit of commeree,
at which they have long aimed, and
which they are in a fair way of obtaining.
The firft confequence of thar wifli'd-for
poffefion will be immienfe riches, the
fecond emafculation, and the third fo
many vices and follies, as will totally
annihilate their induftry as well as their
- bravery ; and fome poor defperate nation
will at laftdo to them what they are a¢<
tudlly doing to others. But let us not °
lofe ourfelves -in this fort of telefcoplc

reafoning. S
K2 .. As
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‘As foon as you reach any habitation. in
' this Effremadura, fome male or female
beggar comes about you, holds up an
- alms-box, and craves with much earneft-
. neft for a Lemofnita ‘por las almas, A
« fmall alms for the fouls in purgatory.”

The number of thofe who have ne other
trade but that of pedir por Dios, is indeed
too large in this region, as they think it °
‘very meritorious, befides that they find it
- convenient. Yet inftead of begging for
God's fake, or for the fouls, and inftead
- of tormenting the living for the relief of

- the dead, they would do much. better to

* give themfelves other concerns,  Befides
the oaks .on their mountains, they have
ether trees in their vallies that would
eafily furnifh them with effe€tual means to
Hvé better than cafual alms. But things
have now been brought to-fuch a pafs in
their prevince, that if they fhould: be-~
come willing to apply to culture, it
would fcarcely be in their power fo to
work unlefs the government would
\ 4 provide
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qarowde them both with 1mplements and
awith inftructors.

About -half a league from Cafas del
Puerts, the Tagus is crofled again over a
bridge compofed of two wide arches,
.which they fay, was a work of the Ro-
amans. © There the waters of that river
- .are of 'a brick colour, but {o deep, that -
they might poffibly be made navigable ¢
“and fo might thofe of the Guadiana down

Jrom Mérids to the fea. But not a boat,
» great or {fmall, have I feen on thofe. two
ftreams in Spanifb Eftremadura, nor any
kind ofdike, dam, nor othgr invention to
fubftract ariy part of thofe ftreams, and
turn it from its natural channel for the
purpofes of agriculture. '

Rofemary, 1avender, fage, thyme, and
other fweet-fmelling plants,” grow plen-
tifully about the wildeft parts of thefe
mountains and vallies, and make journey-
ing oh foot very pleafant with: their
~ fragrancy. I have feen yefterday and

-;o-day fome {fmall heards of goats and
~ K3 e,
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- fheep, and am fatisfied that larger might
be had, would thefe people be at the
trouble.

This vxllage ‘of Almardz is as poor as
that of Zarayzejo, and has nothing re-
markable but the romariticalnefs of its fi-

" tuatioh. ‘The fight from the Pofada’s '
windows runs over a traét of rocky eoun-
try not totally deprived of trees. Scarce
any wheat-land is to befeen from Tra-
ito, and 1 may fay from Mér:da to thig
pla’ce

_ L ETTER XLVL
Flat ground ;again. Holy friaﬁ and pretty |
girls. - Chewping of acorns.  An odd or~

.gon. - Widows lighting candles.  Stuff.
Jlld ﬁ({f 'wbm I bave mtbmg elfe.

) NaﬁlMorﬂ, Sept. 23y 1760,
T iseleven' in the morning, and I am
only two lcagués from Abnardz, be-
- eaufe ] cannot refolve upon rifing betimés.
"It féems as if the. 1d'1ene[wf this country
. wa§ -
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wag catchmg While the mules are eats
ing their. chopped fraw, I may as well
~ be at my quill.
Tama Jaft ous of the meountaing, and
. to-day’s journey has besn and will be
performed on flat-ground, “At the dif-
tance of 2 Jeague from Amerdz 1 went
along fome wide vineyards that belong to
8 convent of Dominican Friars.” How
beautiful the grapes that hung all about !
Adjoining to thofe vimeyards thére are
“houfes where thofe grapes are colleéted,
and the wine made,  That wine 1 had
heard much commended by my Celeferes,
and I muf} tell you by the by, that the
two fellows love to drink rather in the
~ German than in the. Spanith Way. As
our Boracho was near empty, I alighted
at thofe houfes to fill it. I mean, thatl
alighted at an inp, and was furprized to
- .find, not that it helongs to thofc friars;
hut shat they themiclves have the {uper:
intendance of it.. Three or fourof them, -
- middle-aged. and grave perfonages, were
Kg in
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in that inn, chatting with the fervants
maids, ambng{’c whom I could not help
to take notice of one very lively and
fmart, her head high, her neck of fnow,
befides an eye fo full of luftre | None of -
€alypfi's nymphs would any poet ‘dare to
- eompare to fuch-a Senora. -She is niece
(one of the friars told it me) to an old
woman thete, who is as lean as a gothié
pillar; but- it is the niece and not the
~ gunt that plays the landlady and receives
the cuftomers’ ‘money. I ‘never would
- marry ‘that 1 might turn friar, and never
- turn’d-friar that I might marry whenever
I {hould lift; but there I was near lofing

‘ my liberty orie way-or the other. ~ ©
" . Jefting-a part: -A'man ought not to be
- hafty in thinking ill of his neighbours 3.
" but my neighbours ought alfo ‘to take .
fome care not to give a man' any motive
for thinking ill. If I'had feen friars in
- Ttaly fupefin’tending an inn of their own, -
with handfome. wcnches in it by way of

ever
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gver have had the good opinion T have of
their exaltrefs in’ the obfervance of their
vows. - Whatever coat we may wear, we
are all fragile, and much holinefs is re~
quired toréfift near temptations.

. The:dame that refembles a gothic pil-
Tar, afked me if it was true that the Pope
has. excommunicated ‘the. Portuguefe and .
prohibited ‘them to tell their beads. She
has hieard it feems of :the prefent fqudb-
bles. between the ¢ourts of Rome and - Lif-
bon 5 .and I fuppofe that -befides the' an+
tipathy which - animates -the Spanifh’ aud
Portuguefe-vulgar againt each other; her
good>1andlords the friars fide with his ho-
linefs, when they difcourfe over fuch .
matters at theirinn. This in all probabi-
lity put her upon-afking me thofe ridicu-
. lous queftions. I anfwered them in the
negative, got again into my chaife, -
crofled a large fore(® of green oaks, and
bit their acorns to beguile the way.. In-
deed they tafte very much like chefhuts.
There are none fuch in cur weftern parts

of .

'
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of Italy, and “'I never heard of any in tzlu '
ealtern, which Lhave not yet vifited, On

a pinch I think they wonld da for fmd,
both raw and raafted.

At Navél Mowél we alighted to hut, y

and, -while the calefleros were esting, I

went to {ee 2 church juft by the Pofada, ‘

There they were finging 8 great mafs
st the found of an ergan, of which the

tubes, wftead of peinting Rraight upe

- wards, a5 in all organs 1 ever faw, lie
reslingd . eutwards and hang down: tow
wards the people hslow, prefenting. their
exiscmities in the form of trumpets’ ends,
Afriar was playing en that odd orgen

with aflopithing maftery, 1. wondered.
. to foe many women in the chureh whe.

fas aboyt on their heels, wholely hidden

by their black mantles,-and with many.

Jmall wax candles lighted before thean

1 afked the meaning of thofe lights, and

was anfwered that the women who had
them pefore, were widows who lighted

“thero in order to eale the fouls of their -

dead
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duad hufbands.. I don’t know whether
the number of their refpective * candles
implied the number'of their refpeive.
_hufbands. Some had byt one, fome two
- or three, fome fo far as feven. Perhaps

.. they only indicate their greater or lefs de-

grees of devotion or affection.

Noctarnal PosTCRIPT from the Calza-
da . de Oropesia. Coming out of Navd]
Mordl, we entered another foreft quite

as fine as that of Ardenna, fo celebrated

- in our romang¢es,' in which knight-er-

sants ufed formerly to go in fearch of

adventures. After a good league it open-
ed into 8 vaft plain limited on‘ both

~fides by high mountains, the tops of .

which, efpecially thofe on my left, were
. covered with fnow, in defiance of the

- fun thatfhines again very hot. I had not
. been fenfible of its force thefe three days

- paft, becaufe the morning rains and the
evening mifts blunted the fharpnels of
its beams. But to-day I have felt its
fury again, as much as when I was on
' ' the

y
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the other. fide of the Effremaduran hills.
It has made me- fo _tawney fince I firfk
faw the month of the Tagus, that, if it
continues to roaft me ‘a:fortnight leriger,

:you will on ‘my. reaching home miftake °

~mefor -the black Xing in "Metaffafis’s
Dido s or atleaft for-an outgrown Sayoy-
ard-boy of thofe' who roll down Mount

- Cenis and Mount-Genevre every year-about.

:Oftober, and go to play the Chimney-
fweepersabout Piedmont and Lombardy.

- 'This Calzadz 1s the beft village I have
as yet feen ‘fince 1 left Lifbon ; and my
prefent Pofadera, theugh a young wo-
man, -is not fo fhy as all the young wo-

‘men I have met with on this road. . She

Joves. to talk and afk queftions, and we
prated -together for. above .an. hour,
-Amongf{t other things fhe has affured
me, that the women in this place are
the moft modeft in all Spain. She pities
me for going to Madrid, where Las Mu-~
geres fon muy atrevidas, women:are Very
audacious, as her hufband has told her,

' ‘ ' who
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" who was there but laft month for'd whole
‘'week. To calm her kind uneafinefs- with
regard to my journey there, I have given
her my word, that, if ever I marry in -
Spain, I will pofitively come to the Cal-

zada for a wife, and beg of her-to help
me to the beft, which fhe has cordially
promifed to do, and withes it may bé
foon, : .

May be you will find fault with my
telling this and other petty tranfaétions
of mine. But confider that I cannot
every moment have an earthquake ready
at hand, nor pompous patriarchs at every
ftep, nar kings playing the mafons, nor
loads. of . Jefuits thipp'd off 'for Guia
Vecchia:  Such grand topics do not oc-

- cur every day, and of fomething ¥ muft
fill my letters, or -break the plan of my
journal. . Thus I write. about literature

when ¥ am juft come out.of -a liprary,
and fcribble about my landlady when at
an inn. A man who is giving a full ac-
+ ecount of his travels I hope you con-

- fider -
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'det as an hiftorian ; and you know that
hiftoriams, like death, muft knock eguo
pede, at the beggar's as at- the king’s
@O0, :

LETTER XLV

Hogs iz numbers. 4 Spanifb countefs; - A
ﬁIIo'w Siill fober, and the pz_/lol loft.

_ 'Talavera la Reyns, OQ, 1, 1760,

RO M the Calzada to this town -

the country is greatly better than
that which 1'had left behind me ; nor do
thefe people Iook fo wretchedly poor as
thofe who inhabit the hills of Efrema-
dura.. Many herds of fwine are to be
- feen all along the way I have gome to-
" day, efpetidlly in & vait plain that lies
vnder the Guefla de Oropeza- and about

the Veata Perulvanegas, where the coun~

try at a diftance appeared like a black
carpet for a very confiderable fpace.

Thoufands of thofe .animak (all very

b}ack) are fent every weck .dusing the

4 . wmtep

IR
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winter to Talavers, Tokids, -Modrid, and

even to Zsragozza.

Oruopeza is a town that giyes its name
to that Cuefla or Hill. A lady lives there
in a caftle juft by the town, and is called .
La Condefa de Orgpeza. She is much be-
loved througheut .the country for her ex-
tenfive charities’ ahd liberalities. From
her windows a vaft profpect is comntanded.
I wanted to mount the hill, go to put
myfelf (a) a fas pies, and be a witnels
to the ftate kept by a Spanith countels
when at her own country manfion: bat
the Calefferos perfuaded me to the cen-
trary. She is very old, they fay, and has
retired from court fome years. Tho® the -
paffes the greateft part of her tane in
the ¢ompany of fome Frameifcan nuns,
whofe monaftery is juft by her caftle,
yet fhe lives with great fplendour, and has
. 'duenas, maids, chaplains, feereturies,
pages, and livery-fervants to the aum-.

~ (a) At her fé’et. It is the pﬁraje' ufed in Spain |
scith the ladies, evin thofe of the middle clafi:
- ‘ ' . ber

-
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ber of a hundred. at leatt, Her mcome
amounts to gear fifteen thonfand pounds;
“as I am told, and her eftate is to be fhared .
after her death between the duke of .4/k2
. and that of Medina Sidmia. -
In the plin adjacent. to fhe hxlI
and on the left fide of the great road
as you come from the Calzada, the. Fran+
' cifcan friars have a convent whxch con+
tains forty of them. ~ It miakes a .grest
: ﬁguxe from without, but I did not ftop
to vifit it. A little further is Vanta.Pes
zalvagenas a forry houfe, where I threw
myfelf on a bed and made my Sigfle ;-that
15, Iflept an hour, be uf. the weather
was infupportably hot. "My dinner Thad
categ in the chaife two hours befpre; and
we had ftopped it a petty. towh or village,
called Torralva, to drink ‘an azumbre ;. fo
they call a wine-meafure, which contains
about half a gallon:, but in fome places
this meafure .is more and in others lefg
than at Torralva, as I am informed by the
~ calcﬁ?:ros, ,_who havc this fort, of know~
ledga -

-
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ledge at their fingers’ end. "When I want
to be familiar with them, .1 call one of
them e/ Conde Borracko, (that is, Dom Ma-
nuelo) the other ¢/ Marqués Bota, and Ba-
tifte e/ Semor Don Azumbre.. They are
now fo well accuftomed. to thefe appel-
lations, that they ,call each other by
thefe names ; and thefe are fome of my
petty expedients to folace my journey.
They had jointly told me that at Tor-
ralva the wine - was excellent ; and the
lovers of Lipari or Genfino, one a Ro-
man, the other a Neapolitan wine, would
find that my men are right...

Here you will fay, that I am grown
very ftudious about wines, and are going
to imagine that the Englith have fpoiled
me. The Englith have indeed accuf-
tomed me to drink a little more than I
~ would perhaps ever have dome, had I
"never quitted home, The bottle is their
chief incitement to fociablenefs; and too
great " is the number of thofe amongft
them who could fearcely ever be chear-
- Vou. IL L ful
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ful withoutit. Yet I am ftill temperate s
- and my notice of -the wines produced- by.
thefe regiony, is not eyt of kindnefs. ko
the bottle,* but, in humble imitation--of |
all other travellers, merely to_heap up:
petty information when nothing more
interefting is at hand.

After the Siefla 1 bad the ca}eﬁ‘eros to
follow me at their leifure, and went out
of the Vewta with an intention to walk

two or thre:e,miles, I had not.gone thm. o

" a-foot a whole mile when I overtook a -
{fmall body. of foldiers who were. for T+
lavera like myfelf, .

. Soldiers dre people who :will talk to
you if you will talk to them : and I who
am as much afriend to converfation as the
beft of them all, prefently..joined them
told them almoft without any- preamble
who I'was, whence I came, and whither I.
was going, and heard as much ‘of them,.
together with the name of their regiment
and of their colonel. They did not walk

" very faft, fo keep pace. with a couple
. ..of
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affts that carricd their luggage. An
officer commanded them who marched
before, mounted upon a nag fo very lean,

that (a) Rozinante had been a Brigligdore

to-it.. The gentleman did not feem de-
firous to enter into -converfation with
me ; fo ¢ let him alone, and mixed with
them. - .

Amongft many other things I afked
whether any of them had ever travelled
 out of their kingdom. Two of them
had, one by fea, the other by land, He
. who had been at fea, fell once inte the
power of an Englith privateer. But, faid

he, en-la tierra de aquellos bereges la carcel .

es-cofa tfpantable y de muy -grande borror.
¢ 1In the land of thofe bereticks a jail is a

"<« frightful thing and of the greateft bor-

o?

“ ror " and to avoid being thrown into
it, he took party amongft the failors, and
lived on"board the privategr better than

. ayear, during which time he applied

{a) Rozinante. was Don Quixote's lzarfe, and Brig-
lm‘a’aro was Orlando’

A Lz_“ . fo
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fo clofely to their language, that he cdn
now tell:.from one to twemty. Theugh
the Englith are hereticks, added he, yeti
they are muy wvalientes, ** wery valians,”
manage a fhip as well as the Spaniands,
y no.tienew miedo de aquellos (a) Gaugches:
ds Francefes; que, por vida de Samto' Apta~
nio fon peores de los Inglefes ; *“ and are
 not at wll afraid of the contemptible,
« French, -who, by St.. Anthony's life, are
¢ avorfe thanthe FEnglifh.” Their way.of
eating; :continued the foldier, is dif-
ferent from ours. They don’s like much
. garlick, onions, . pimentén (Spanihi:pep-
per) gérvenmoes (chick-peas) or. abudye
(falt-fith), fo that I accuftomed myRlf: to.
¢at fake befe with them, and could drdwke.
der bere, which is un -bino becho de agua ;
% g wine made with water.” . The Eag-

(a) (xavacho is an injurious appeIIanm beﬁawed on
the French by the Spanifh vulgar, I know of ne famv
Jaglory_etymyl gy of this -word, The Pisdmonteft cafi
the Savoyards (and-often the Fremch) Gavifs ; and
Gavifs means a Derby-neck, cr a man that has @
Derby-m:é. " oo

lith
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lith failors, inftead of Pedro Capn; ufed
to-oall me Spani Mongui ; which words,
by-the. hiclp of his face, 1 oould -eafily
. tranflate into-Spanifb monkey.. . .
. The other - fellow ' was -ftill more dis
verting than Pedro Capin. No man have
I ever heard lye with {o brazen a face, and
with fo great a volubility of tongae.- He
~ had been a corporal in the wars of Italy
 (now he is capofyuadra, e fergeant) and
was-in-the fiege of Cuneo that was ¢arried
or\'by the joint armies of Spain and France
in the laft war.:- " - o
. Inftead of betnga town (as it is), and
inftead of being chiefly furrounded with
a-mound of earth and faggots, (as it was
at that time) Cuneo, fafl my Capo-fguadra,
is a caftle encompaffed with no lefs than
feven. marble-walls, each very high and
very thick; fo that, after having taken
the. firft, as we did .in the firft attack,’
we had only the feventh part of the bu-
fine(s done.” _dquel maldita’ Caffill, con-
tmued the man, es fin duda mas grande y
d ) L 3 ma_!
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mas fuerte del tan nombrado Caflillo de M;-
Jan : < that curfed cafile is doubtlefs muxh
“ larger and fironger than that moff re-
 nowned at Milan.” Both his compa-
nions and myfelf were ready to' cry at
his pathetic defcription of the hardfhips
he had there undergone, along with the
infant Don Philip, que ¢ moftrd allé tan
bizarro en pelear como qualquiera de nog
otros ; * who there fhowed bimfelf as flout
« in fight as any of us.” Bombs, carcaffes,
and cannon-balls cagan @ diluvio en el
campo del Caflille, de lo Exercito Savoyam,
y de muchas otras partes, y con todo effa
los pobres foldados- no tentan que comer fi ng
la nieve de. aquellas malditas montanas quy
laman los Apeninos: * fell as a deluge
% from the caftle, from the Savoyard army,
< and from divers other parts; and for alf
« that the poor foldiers bad wothing 1o’ eat
 but the ‘frazm Sow of thoft. curfed

“ mountains called ths Appenines.]
It was with dlﬂiculty that I put a feri-
ous fage “upon. thefé and other lies and
. ! A ah-
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“ abfasdivies of the brave capefguedra, each
raifed upan the.back of the other with an
aonifhing velogity of i lmagmatan Lit-
tg did. the fellow think that he was talk-
'.;lng to one, who had been. two years at
Luneo, aﬁiﬁmg at thofe foxtifications,-
-which.I left but a few days before that
fiege: but inftead. of fpoiling my fport

~ with untimely contradition, I gave him
fo much encouragement by my remarks
om his acoounts, that 1 made him ro-
domontade away a hundred, times more
than he would otherwife have done.

With thee difcourfes, intermixed with

-fome finging and playing from time to

. time; we had advanced littlg lefs than

- three leagues before I' was aware of i,

fuch was the pleafure I took in the com-

~pany of my fellow-travellers. . The calef-

. feres did not appear, and.] gave myfelf

ne trouble about them. We faw a Quin-

ta; that is, a country-houf¢, which be-
langs to fome friars, very large and very

- well built. The heat, walk, and talk,

. Lg had
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had by thig'tit made tsiali very thirftyy
therefare 'we {oft the greit goad, went to
it, and bagg'd of the lay<friar who has
#-in cuflody, to let us have: fome: wine
for -love or money. The rude fellow
ca&iﬁg a loak bf difdaivupon us; antd
pointing. to a: certain place; informed:us
that there was a well there. -I den’t know
whether I grew pale or red with anger at
this unexpetted reception. . However- I
cxpoftulated in the mildeft termis; but he

. was-inexarable with regard to the officer

and foldiers, and would do:no more than
order an old witch of a maid-to fetch
me fome wine in an earthen pot, - I was
within an inch of throwing the pot.into
his. face; but abftained, becaufe I :faw
the officer and foldiers ftand filent. The
officer only faid da grasius .a tu babis';
¢ thank thy.caat”, and beckoned. to his mén
to go to the-well. 8uch a number of
foldiers.in F#ance, would*in {fuch a cafe
have ‘behaved: with much. defs moderas
- tiom ; -or, b fay better;” no French friar

e ‘ - would
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woftld dare 16 -behave as tha:Spanith did
seith-Foench foldrers. - They ‘told-nwe afis
" tert that in iSpain foldieis-and friars -
saeno friends; i and they might.as well
have: faid that they are mortal envemies,:
the friar-refufed a bribeI offeted, confi<
derable caough-as 1 thought -for- a. lay4
friar. Indignation ruffled -the forchead
- of my companions, and a-defire of -rex

- venge was prefeatly fhadowed; after the
ftrong maneer of: Caravaggio in all theic
. eyes.. We turned our backsin fulken fi«
ence, the  f{oldiers with .a fcheme -iw
their heads, and I much feandalized a¢
the favage inurbanity of the friar. .
- .About half amile from:the Quinta
we found ourfelves by the fide of an am~
ple vineyard, which the foldiers knew to
‘beloug te the good fathers of the Quinra
‘Fhe liquor they had nof drank, kindled
wheir military {pirit in ¥ moment, and
the demion of devaftation tock pofieffion of
the whole detackment. . They broke thro!
athick.andl thorny hedge. that dcreened
' the
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the; vineyard:from. the paficogers’ rapa+
city, tore down. the grapes, tramplod up+
" on them, -broke of pulled opt the xines,
- tpgethar with the poles that fupported
them, and,in: a. fhort time did fo.much.
- mifchief,. that for fome years not half an
ezambre will be got in the fpgee of a mile;
nor did they give over until they.were per+
fetly, tired, taking care howeyer. to carry
qut as.many .‘bunches as it was poffible
_ for-cach te hold in both hands, :
- . The officer all this while rode calmly
forwards, and never turned his head to
them, that he might not know what
they were adatng, and I ftood by theafles,
a witnefs of their fury

- Another hqur brought us to Talzvera,

very well refre(hed with eating the plun-
dered grapes, and at the gate we parted
.company.  They went I. ‘know .nat
- Where, and I to the Pofada,. where my
calefleros arrived..a little, after .with Ba-

difte, I.afked them. if they. had taken .
notice of ' the ruined vineyard. Theyg

RN N . ’ had;
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" had ; but could fiot imagine how it had
happened: 1told them in the prefence
of the Pofadero and his wife, and afked
if the foldigrs were liable to be punifhed |
for fach an offence. Pubithed! faid the
woman," Jt is the friar that ought to be
. :punifhed, not the poor men.” Every body
“there was pleafed to hear of this exploit, -
and 1t feems. that the low people hert -
~ bear a$ great a hatred to the friars as the
~ foldiers themdelves, though I had brought
a notion with me, that the-Spanifh vul-
'~gar have all friars in the utmoft vereras
tion. ‘ -
~ To this adventure. whlch made me -
“laugh, Imuft add another that vexed
me;' After having:walked three or four
iles from the Venta Peralvanegas, 1
found that' my coat grew infupportably
heavy.. One of the foldiers offered to
garry it for me, and I readily ftripped, -
por did I' think of putting it on again-
~ umtil we were in fight of this town. In.
the pockets of it there was a fhort piftol
: with
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with" ahandkichicf which- I 'did not
mifs - till We reached tie ‘Pofade. This: .
made me go ‘about in Rarch of the fel-
M -1 mibt “with one ; - then with two s
then withitwo more. Cavalleros, faid 1,
one of you deferves not to be your fellowt:
foldier. Heihas robbed me of a piftof 5
but ' the theft will be of no ufe to him.
It is the: fetlow to this; and you fee that
itcannot becharged ifit is ‘not unfcrewed’
with - this :iron ; befides that the balls'
muft be of - particular mould : {6 that:
imftead of a piftol, he has ftolen but a bit
of fteel that will fend him to the gallies..
-1'They feemed much difpleafed at “this:
.piece of intelligence, and could have no
guefs-at the thief; as ‘my ¢oat'had béei’
carried by tuins, now by ong, hovirffby'.
another ; but they promifed to'go and’
- enquire after it, and to come to the Pok
- fada. if the piftol was found, ‘as they’
thought it would be; ro
¢ Two hpurs after, -as I was at (upper
~ four of them came, every ‘one -fo drunkt -
i . ' that
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that they could hardly Rand, - Where is
myipiftol, .Canalleros? Senor weé are coma
ta tell youthat the piftel is ot yet fornd,
but. you fhall. certainly. hawe iit ¢ marsney
“stonmerrew.” Very well; faid I pesvidbly
and difgufted toi fee them fo muchin liquors
Come a manana, and you fhall have the
doublaon I promifed. 87 Sedar -Si Senor;
but: be fo good to order us fome little wins
tp drink yourhealth. Saying this.one ofi
them extended-a dirty paw, -and.frizedia .
geoat handful.of a fallad I had hefegerma;
while another grafped one of my doaftodk
- partridges..  What is this, ye Majaderes
del Diaplo; cry’'d 1. ' 1 beat:-a -brafs can-
dleftick into the face of the fellow that;
had brought the-fallad to his mouth, and-
pulling and-cocking the piftal, theterror
of it delivered me of -them in an inftant,
one with a mouth full, one with thepa~
tridge, one.with a fhouldcr -hatf demoa
lithed by a tumble againfk.the -door, -and
one witlt-as hard' a-kick 'in his-pofteriors
ag Batifte could give: RV '
"Many
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.. Many people ran  at the moife, but the:
rafcals were.gone ¢ and thus énded our:
wender friendthip. I fat 'down againto:
my fapper with wonds quick, angry, amh
“loud : .but coofed by degrees, and ended'
my.repaft in tolerable good humour, very.
glad that no-worfe had happened. The
Pofadero and. her miids danced a Fux-
dange under the portico, and when that
wags. over I went to my quill as ufual. It
has new.firuck eleven, ;and no foldrer:
has appeared ; fo that I gwc up the plﬁ'oh
for loﬂ’ . Lq

LETTER XLVIH

Anat ber ugly qfwr. Silk ami eartbm ma-
nufaltures. A dialogue with a Corre~
_ gudor, ,and.g new caleffera. '
2evolla, O&. 3, !’]604
Provcrb fays that he who reckons
~without his hoft reckons twice;
and this is my prefent cafe. I intended.
to fet out early this morning and had I
3 given
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given. order ‘vo be awaked:at four. At
four 1 ivas awaked, not to be told that
the mules were putito, but that 1 could
not fet 'out, . becairfe that the chaifes had

" beon ordered to. flay where they. wére.”
.- By whomvand why? Bythe Corregidee
aml_becaufe.of. your Portugueft Caleflers:
The rogue:has .quarrelied laftnight, and
given ‘a fiab with his knife :to a' yournig
mhan of the houfe. And whereis the fels
lowr ? The Pofladero caufed him to be
arrefted, and the Corvegidor being immes
diately apprifed of it, has fent him to
jail. Iwonder you did not hear-the noife :

. but you were-tired- with wa'lhng and flept
foundly. .

A fo, Dom Manueld is.dn jail ? T ant
forry for the ftab : bat it is very well
‘that he is clapp'd up. We thiall ‘be trou-

+ bled no longer with him. “The old raf-
cal- has made me mad enough, gettmy
drunk at every ‘Pofada, and quarrelfing
every night with every body.

\

While
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.While I was thus difcousfing with Ba-
tifte and fome others, - a. lady whoin by
her Mantilla (wbhite veil) 1 thought Spa+
nith, though the was not, adgdrefied me

in Caftilian; and told me that as a Ca-

wallero T ought to go to the Corregidor,

‘and folicit him to take off the embargo
on the chaifts, amongft which there was
hers, which: gave:lier the greateft concern,
a8 {he¢ wanted to be at Madrid upon bufi-
acls of thé utmoft importance. - The
- Corregider, fhe faid, is the chief magiftrate
" in this town,. and if you do not goto
him, you may poffibly:ftay in Taksvera
much longer than you have a mind.

This piece of "advice was moft wel
come. Without giving myelf time to

recollect that it was .too early, I went .

fraight to the Corregidor's, butcould not
. fee him becaufe he was aflecp, and was

~ told that he would not be vifible till ten,

perhaps  till eleven, qr perhaps Aill
twelve, :
T his
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- Mhis was provoking, but could not be
helped. . I went back to the Pofuda, and
there breakfafted and chatted with the
bady, a very gentlewoman-like perfon.

+ $he told me that fhe was a native of Swif-
ferland and married to a Frenchman who,
bad lived about ten years -in Talavera,
fuperintehding a filk- marufalture. That
theDireCtor-general of that manufatture,
another Frenchman), had been for feveral
years a great man there,. as Marquis De
la: Enfenada - proved his. fteady friend
during all the time he was Prime Minifter, |
That after the Marquis’s fall; the power
of that Director fuffered- fome diminu-
~ tion, and that but a-few days ago he had
been arrefted and fent in irons to Madrid

- Gmder . a charge of malverfation. That
it was her -opinion he would get poosly:
off, as it was notorious that he had {quan-
dered’ fome millions  of reals.in giving:
theats; gaming, sid maintaining theatri--
cal princeffes. That in his bright days
he had conceived a. great friendfhip for

Vou. II. . M , ~ her
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her hufband, and made him his Secretary
and chief confident, for which reafon her
hufband- had likewife been arrefted and
fent to Madrid.three days before.

. Tam forry for this, intcrrupted I, and
'T wifh that your hufband had never been
‘acquainted with a man of the charater
" you give to the'Diretor-general. T hope
he is not involyed in’the crime, but am
- afraid his judges will think him an ac-
complice, as hie has long been acquainted

+ ~with the Direftor’s bad practices, yet

has not given netice of them to the
‘King’s minifters time enough to fave a
part of thofe millions. ‘

~ -As to this, anfwered the lady; Iam
perfectly eafy, bécaufe the Direftor had
obtained from the laft King fuch adefpo- .
tick power 6ver all the perfons employed
in the manufatture, that he ,could, -
- without appeal, fentence to jail, and.

~even ‘to the gallic§&whomfoever he
‘thought proper ; and as that power had
never been  recalled by ‘the new King,
E " s ©every
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~ every body’s mouth was effeCtually
flopped, as it would have been moft
_dangerous to offend him, or only to fall .
under his fufpicion,

Rut, befides this, continued the lady,
my hufband has another reafon to plead,
and that is, that during the laft four years
he has inceflantly follicited his own dif-
miffion, which the Direftor would never
grant. My hufband will now tell the
motive that induced him to wifh for that
difmiffion, which was that on one fide
he faw the Direttor fquander away the
monies affigned to the manufatture, to-
gether ‘with the profits arifing from it,
and on the other he dared nat open his
lips for fear of a jail or worfe. )

How far thefe reafons will operate in
favour of her hufband, I know not.  But
as {he intends to fet out forthwith and
‘g0 to' Mud¥id to complain aloud of the
treatment he has met with, I raifed no
- objellion, that I might not damp her fpi-
rits, well knowing that' it is always ad-

M2 vantageous
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vantageous in fuch cafes not to appedi
difmayed, and to fet off injured inno-
cence with bold and energetick rheto-s
rick.

I wiis much taken with the good fenfe
‘and nimblenefs of tongue of my -Swifs
- lady, and giving her room for further
difcourfe, fhe informed me that about
ten ycarsy ago, fome Frenchmen, fugitives
from Lyons, went to eftablith the above
filken manufalture at Talavera. They
were ‘greatly encouraged by thé Spanith
miniftry, efpecially by the Marquis' De
la Enfenada, who put it upon fo refpeét-
* able a footing, that it became an 1mport~
ant object in a very little time.

It muft be owned to the honour of the
French, that in thefe forts of affairs they
are the moft induftrious, active, and en-
terprifing people under the fun. . Eng-
1and; Holland, and other countries know
it, fome to their advantage, fome to the
‘contrary. I have known feveral of them
in feveral parts, who had this fingular

turn
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turn of mind ; but the reverend father
- Norbert, already mentioned, was my

hero above them all in this refpect.
Without a penny when he landed in
England, without knowing a word of
‘'the language, and with only a few let-
ters of recommendation mn his pocket,
father Norbert beftirred - himfelf fo well,
that -he began a tapeftry manufactory, in
which I faw little lefs than an hundred
people ‘employed. . He found means of
getting into favour with the principal no-
bility .and gentry of that kingdom, and
- went on in his undertaking at fuch a
. Fate, that had he been lefs vain and vie
cious, he would have raifed in a few
years a “defirable eftate. But who can
give wifdom to a Frenchmah whom for-
tune befriends ? The man, like the above
dlre&or-gcneral gave himfelf up -to all
manner of expence, was foon obliged to
fly the country, keep: himfelf concealed
in feveral places, and at laft take refuge
in Portugal, where ftill he has fo well
- M3 - eons
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contrived as to obtain a large penfion,
which he is to deferve by fcribbling
_ againft his old enemies the Jefuits. I
had a glimpfe of him in the Englifh
coffee-houfe at Lifbon, and heard that
he had changed his name from Parifot
to Platel, as he had done before from
Norbert to Parifot. It is not in Portugal
and in other countries as in England,
~where there are laws againft *changing
one’s name : but the good capuchin ne-
+ ver troubled himfelf much with any law,
A wonderful man! Neither the monaf-
tic life, nor the long beard ; neither the
ftudy of theolbgy, which he was obliged
‘to follow for more than twenty years,
~ nor his miffionary peregrinations in many
parts of the Eaft-Indies ; neither ficknefs,
-nor old age, could ever fubdue that na- -
tional {pirit of enterprize which led him
to fet up as a manufaéturer in England,
where he managed all his numerous de-
- pendants with as much facility as I do'
Batifte, ' o

3 And
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. And here let me fay it by the by, that
I thould be glad to have the paint tho-
roughly difcuffed” by fome able cafuift,
how far the prejudice caufed to one’s |
own native country by carrying into ano-
‘ther fome peculiar branch of ufeful trade,
is reconcilable with the laws of morality,
The clock at laft ftruck ten, and I
quitted the lady to go to the Corregidor.
At his door was a tall fellow wrappd
up in an ample black-cloak with a large
flapp’d hat on his head, exactly after the
manner of the cuftom-officers at Badajoz,
He had a white rod in his hand and
looked very grave. Cavallero, faid I, can’
I.pay my refpects to the Senor Corregidor3
.He turned his head another way, Can I,
‘repeated I in a louder tone, and pulling
him hghtly by the cloak, can I pay my
refpects to the Corregidor 2 1 know not,
- anfwered he: but you . may knock and
".afk Semora Fernands, 1knock'd, and the
Senora came to the door. . She is old and
'ugly, What does Ufsd want ? (Upéd
- - My "~ ftands
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ftands for you Sir) Will you pleafe; Se
mora, to let the corregidor know that a
ftranger would be glad to fpeak a word
with Su Mercéd ? 1 recollected after, that
-fhe look’d four at the word Mercéd. .
. And who is your Mercéd, atked the
old madam. '

I am a ftranger, I tell you, quite
' unknown to the corregidor. But an ac-
. cident happens that forces me to gwc

. him this trouble.

He is getting up, replied Femanda, _
~.and I will go to tell him that you want
. to fee him,

- Mil gracias'a fu cortefia, faid I : but
the cortefia was, that (he made me wait
in the ftreet for more than an hour,
though it rained a little, and though I
-had no capa (black cloak) as the fellow of
. the white rod, whom I never could in-
duce to interchange a period, with me by
way of paffing time, though I addreffed
» him repeatedly. : .
- o ‘The




[ 169 ]

The door at laft was unbolted, and
Fernanda fhowed me into a large room
on the ground-floor, the whole furniture
of which confifted of little more than a_
thick chefnut-table, and an old-fafhioned
arm-chair made of the fame wood. The

~ corregidor fat there pro tribunali,  with
" paper and ink before him.

Having been told that he was the chief
magiﬁrafe of the place, and a kind of
.governor in it, I was a little ftartled to find
"him dreffed in a very dirty night-gown
with a white cotton cap not very clean
on his head. The reception he gave me
was juft fuch as an emperor would give
a hangman, I made 'my beft bow, but
he look’d me fteadily in the face, and was
motionlefs: Yet I fummoned up all
my temper, and told my cafe in the' moft
laconic terms, which brought about the
following fcene. ' .

. i ' . Dra-_
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" Dramatis Perfone.
Myfelf and Corregidor.
M. <« I come to intreat Upéd that you
-¢¢ order my caleflero to be hanged if yon
 think it proper ; but that you glve me .
$¢ leave to look for another,” -

C. < To be fure, Upéd is to look for
« another, not I. - I don’t look for calef-

<« ferps.”

M, <« Ufiéd miftakes my meaning." 1
.« don’t want U#éd to doit. I want only

_ “to be gone: but cannot, if Ufiéd does
« not recal the order given laft night
« that no chaife leave the Pofada; and
« this is the only thing I came to beg of
{ [[/}/d » o -

C. < And is Talavera I Reyna {o very
“ bad a town, that you want to leave it

-« in -fuch a hurry? .

M, «1think Ufzéd is in jeft. Goodor
< bad, that is nothing to me. [ want ta
« bg gone, and cannot without your re-

vocation
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%¢ yocation of that order ; fo far at leaft
*¢ as it regards me.”

C. I am not in jeft when I tell U4,
¢ that thxs is a very agreeable town to
¢ live in.’

M. (Speaking mternally )« What fort.
¢« of a man is this? Is he ferious or in
“\ief’t »” (Speaking loud), « Be it fo.
¢« That again is nothing to me. I am
* * not come to Spain to admire or depre-
© ¢ ciate Talavera, 1 wantto go to Ma-
« drid ; and an obftacle being put to my
" journey, I come to the magiftrate

« that has power to remove it, and afk
s him this plain queﬁlon, Whether he
b will permit me to go or not.”

(This was uttered in a fre{ful tone.)

C. * And who are you, Sir, who will
t¢ have every thing done di_reé’tly, and in
*¢ your own way !

M. “Who I amis no. great matter :
kbut here is a paffport which will tell
¢ you I am a traveller, and not a vaga- ,

$< bond,”
- Saying.
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- Saying this I pull'd it out, and put
it into his hand. . It had been given meg
by Count de Fuentes; the Spanifh ambaf-
fadar to the Britifh court. ‘

The corregidor read it through with.
great compofure ; then returning it with
an air of mockery, difmiffed me with
thele - words : Uféd faldrd a I iftante, fi
guiere, para Madrid. Ufiéd fabe muy bien
- Efpaol, ' Vaya Uftéd con la Madre de Dios.
“ You fhall inftantly fet out for Madrid,
« if yau cbufe You know Spanifle wvery
“ well. Be gone in the name qf God's mq-
“ ther.” With thefe words he got up
ha{hly, and walked off. -1 did the fame -
another . way, after having made a moft
refpectful bow to Sepora Fernanda, who,
for[odth, 'would be a lwitne[}s to the in-
terview. _
~ What an odd proceeding! thought I
as I was going along the ftreet.. To
fhow himfelf to ftrangers in a nlght-gown '
.a,nd a greafy cap! And what did he m¢an

by
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by his fneering pranfe on my fkill in Spd- :
nith? The man is a riddle.
I reached the pofada and gave an ac-

. tount to the Swifs lady of the reception I

‘had obtained, and was going to extol .
the corregidor’s good fenfe 4nd pohte-
nefs.

Hold, hold, faid the freely. You have

. behaved amifs all the while.  Speaking

Spanifh, as you do, you ought to have
known better thanto term him Uféd, ef-
pecially with his houfe-keeper as fdon as
you faw her. A man of his rank and
digﬁity is not to be addrefled with a fa-
millar Ufed, or Vuefa Mercéd, but with a
Vuefenoria, or  Usia, or Vaeylra Senorza
How can you be ignorant of thefe difs |
tinctions! He has certainly been offended

_ atyour haughtmefs, or rather he wanted -

\

to divert himfelf with your clownifhs
nefs, and puzzle you with difpardtes,
(with nonfenfe,) as he isa manto my cer=
tain knowledge of very gocd parts, very

' well
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_ well bred and not averfe.to. foreigners,

. - @as many Spaniards are.

Be'my knowledge of Spamfh ever fo
great, faid I, ftill the corregidor was
wrong in taking a thing amifs, of which
he might eafily fuppofe me quite igno- .
sant. He knows no language but his’
own, if he does net know that ftrangers
can feldom be acquainted with fuch petty
formalities but by practice, let them be -
ever fo well acquainted with books. He
ought at leaft to have atked me whether I
had ever been in Spain, and it had been
generous and worthy in him to have et
me right at once.

To be fure, faid fhe, he had done bet-
«ter todo fo: but fonietimes hehas whims
of his own.

"And the grcafy cap, faxd I. What have
you to fay to the greafy cap?

You are a new man in Spain, replied
the lady, and do not know that people
of ftill greater-rank than his, in Madrid
1tfelf will receive even grandees and la-

dies
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dies in' that mdnner.  This cultom of
fiowing themfelves in 2 cap, night=
_gown, and flippers, is fo general in this .
country, and, old men efpecially, ftick
fo clofe to it, that no body ever dreams
of finding fault withit.
‘. While we were thus difcourfing, the
man of the white rod came in, and fcarcely
raifing his mufhroom-hat, told us that
the embargo was taken off, and we could
depart when we peafed. The lady told
me in French that it would have been
proper’ to give him fomething, but X
would not, becaufe the fellow would
not-fpeak to ‘me when I firft faw him. -

I had my landlord called, and defired

" him.to find me another caleffero. Here

is one ready, faid he, péinting to a young
fpark whofe face I liked little better than
old Dom Manuel’'s. What'is thy name,
friend? Prancifco is my mame. Well,
Francifto, ‘will thou take me to-Madrid
in that chaife? Yes. How much muft
1 give thec? So much. Done. Go and
~call
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call Yago, put to, and let us be ”gc)he';
Your bill; Semor Pofadero. Here it is.
And here is the money ; and this par/as
Alfileres @ la Muchacha ; * for pm-mone] :
“to the maid.” .
" I took my leave of that fenfible lady,
and wifthed her fuccefs at Madrid with all
-my heart. She was prefently in her
chaife ; but I could not get into mine
an hour after, as Yzgo was gone to feehis -
imprifoned friend. It was four when he
came back, and would have paffed the
night in Talavera, but I would not.

Of that town I have not much to fay,
though I'was almoft a whole day in it.
Mriana, the famous Spanith hiftorian,
was a native of that town, cdlled E'lbors
by the ancient Romans. It feems a po-
pulous place and of much bufinefs. Be-
fides the filken, there are feveral other
" manufaétures, onein particular of earthen
ware much efteemed throughout the -
country, that gives employment to*fome
hundred of people. Some of its houfes,

' churches,
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churches, and other public build-
ings make a good appearance from
without, an hofpital efpecially, which,
as I was told, receives between fix and
feven hundred fick, both from the town
and from the adjacent country. Its ter-
ritory,- particularly from the vineyard
plundered yefterday by the foldiers, to-
the town-gate, is one of the fineft tralts
of land I have yet feen, full of vines and
fruit-trees of various kinds. A league
from 9zlavera, and on this fide, the
Tiagus is croffed again over a long wooden
bridge. Stopping there to pay a*fmall
toll, I heard from Francifco that length-
ening my journey only three leagues I
could fee Toledo and Aranjuez. Is it fo'?
Then turn the 'mules’ heads towards
Toleds. -
To-morrew night therefore I fhall fee
that celebrated city, if none of my calef-
feros brings me acquainted with fome
other corregidor. Mean while I am in:
this village of Zewolla, four leagues dif-
Vou. II. N tant



[ 178 ]

tant from Talovera. 1 can fay nothing

of it, becaufe I reached it late at night.

I want my fupper, having had nodinner.

LETTER XLX.

- Extempore PoetrYy.. Obfervations upo tra-

wvelling gentlemen. Towns grow thicker.

’;‘oledo, o&. 3; 176'02
ESIRING to reach Toledo be
_ times, I rofe long before the fun:-
but as my people were net yet ready, I
went, part of the way a- ~foot, takmg a lad
of the pofada to thow it me.

The weather was delightfully calm and
cool, and the moon could not be brighter.
The lad had taken his guittar with him,“
and played as'we went on. Having lif-
tened a while to his playing, I afked: if
he could fing; but inftead of an anfwer
he gave me a long firing of Seguedilles
or Coplas. The firft Itook immediately -
down, and it was thus:

\

B »
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| EaLuna Sta dorade;
Y las eftrellas

" Haziendotios favores;
Alumbran bellas.

A thought fo happlly and fo delicately
expreﬁ'ed made me judge it to be the
f)egmmng of fome compoﬁtlon univers
fally known, and I was juft going to
admire his ingenuity in applying it fo
quickly to the prefent circumftance, when
_ he went on without hefitating the tentht
part of a minute. '

Un rato dé paffes -
Bien de manana

Si la gente no miente
Es cofa fana:

This was eafily expre{Ted lxkew1fe,
though not fo elegantly as the firft; yet
it began to ftartle me more than that:
~ He went on too faft for my pencil to
follow ; and of the many ftanzas that
fucceeded, I could only catch this, which
was the laft of a confiderable number.

N 2 La
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La Virgen del Rqﬁmo
Mi Cavalero
Accompane de paffo
Hafta Toledo.

My fpirits were thrown into a fort of

a hurry the moment I fonnd out that the
fellow was making his Seguedillas extem- .
port, and perceived him to go on with
fuch a rapidity, as if he had been op-
prefled by the keeping of them in his
mind, and had wanted to relieve him-
felf from a burthen by difcharging them.
Here I muft tell you, that for feveral days '
paft I had entertained a ftrong fufpicion,
that this country fwarmed with extem-
pore fingers or poets, call them as you
pleafe.  Yet that fufpicion I fcarcely
dared to own to myfelf, for fear of ap-
pearing ridiculous in my own eyes, ftill
.'calling to mind, that, of the many who
have given us accounts of Spain, none
ever dropped the leaft hint about it, and
that there is no Spanifh writer who ever
‘ '  let
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let foreigners into this extraordinary cha«
+ raéteriftick of his nation. .

It was in the town of Elvas that fuch
a fufpicion firft ftole into my mind : and
1 well remember, that, when the brown-
ith Terefuela fong, I thought it very -
ftrange fhe fhould touch upon fome ac-
tual particularities, .and, amongft other
things, bring the names of Caefalina and
Pavlita into one ftanza, with a word .of
affectionate praife to each of them.

This fufpicion became fironger and
ftronger almoft every time I heard peo-
ple fing, which was generally twice a

4

~ "day. 'One of the foldiers the day before

yefterday was very near putting an end
to my doubts, but that I could not bear
the obfcenity of his ‘Seguedillas, and bid
him to forbear, which he did inftantly. My
young ruftick has at laft happily changed
my doubts at once into the' moft abfo-

lutc certainty.
© “The pleafing fellow went on, faymg
(always to the guittar) that I was wife
- N3 SJor
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for walking while it was cool, and- riding
‘when it grew bot. He mentioned feveral
birds that welcome the morn with their
ebirping, and fpoke of the Sfowler who gets
up' betimes 0 go and fboot partridges. By
degrees he came to fpeak of me, and
affured me that ke vaekued much the "bo-
nour of fhowing me part of the 'way.' He
took: notice of my liberality to an old beg-
gar at the Pofada, to whom I fuppofe I
gave an ochavo or two; and, by way of
a hint, brought in his own mather, who
7s old and posr. 'What fignifies enumerat-
ing his fimple thoughts? He concluded
his compofition with the above prayer in
my favour to his Virgen del Rofario.

His thoughts to be fure were fimple,
and the greateft part of them cloathed with
uncouth words. ‘The firt and third lines
of every quatrain never rhymed together.
In the fecond and fourth fometimes the
rhime came in exat, as in effrellas and
bellas; fometimes there was only a fimi-

. larity of found, as in Couellero and Toler

;o ‘ + do.’
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d. - That fimilarity of found was fill
* more imperfett in fome other of his 4/~
 fonancias, (as the Spaniards term them)
~ one of which was dicho and finss, and
‘another prendas and fena. Yet he broke
out now and then into fuch prettineffes,
and even pleganciés, as would have
done honour to fome of ‘our Roman Ar-
cadians. For my part, I did not much
mind the propriety or impropriety of his
expreflions, .and the accuracy or inaccu-
racy of. his rhimes. It was the fudden
difcovery of extempore poetry in Spain,
that {wallowed all my attention; and
had his' performance been ten times bet-
* ter or ten times worfe than it was, ftill.
I could only confider it on this account.
Fhis was to me of gréat importance, as
national peculiarities are the game which
a traveller ought chiefly to purfue.
~ Iafked him whether he could fing any
- of thofe romances that are in books, By
a romance the Spaniards commonly mean
a compofition made up of fuch {tanzas
) N 4 as
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as thofe that are termed Coplas or Ségue-
dillas, which they often fing, or of fhort
unrhymed verfes,” which they only recite
in a particular chaunting tonie. Such ro-
. mances generally relate fome miracle, fome
devout ftory, or fome adventure of love
and war. The number of thefe compo-
fitions is inconceivable in this countfy.

. I know rvmances enough, faid the lad:
‘but no de libros, que yo no f¢ leer. < None
“ of thofe contamed in books; becaufe I can-
f not read.”’
~ His reafon for his ignorance was fatns-.
faétory : but I wanted to know whether

-every body in his village could fing ex-
~ tempore kike him, and never could make
him underftand my meaning, as I knew
of no word in his langnage equivalent to -
© our verb improvvifare, ¢ to fing extempore,”
or to our noun mprwwﬁvz‘ore, ¥ am ex-
¥ tempore finger.”

Cantan tus paifgnes y tus amigos de re-
pente y fin kbro como tu? < Da your town/-
- men and frzemls fing without premedsta-

< tion
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“ tion and without the afffiance of buoks ax
“ you do £” ‘ ‘
Yo no [¢ cantar de repente, faid he,
Que es repente? Yo no f¢ lo que es. Ufé
perdone, yo no entiendo la babla de fu mer-
.«ced. He did not know the meaning of
the word repente, and begged my pardon
for not knowing my worfhip’s language,
. In mi aldea, continued he with great
fimplicity, pocos libros bay. Todvs cantan
fin libro. Todas cantan y pocos leen. < In
 my willage there are but few books. ANl
“ fing> without ¢ book. Few can read,
“ but all can fing.” And this was all that

- ¥ could poffibly get.out of him for my

want of a vulgar equivalent of the word

extempore, which I knew not how to

tranflate, but by the adverb de repente.
However, from this imperfect infor-

~mation I think myfelf intitled to pro-

nounce, that from the torrent Caya to
.the town of Toleds many people can fing
extempore, fome better, fome worfe than_
iny mformcr, each according to his pro-

portion



[ 186 ]

portion of parts and abilities. It is pro-
bable at Jeaft, that all attempt todo it ;'
and; if fo, that many fucceed in this
kind of exercife of the imagination. That
it is very common in the village of Ze--
vollz, and that the greateft part of .its.
inhabitants can fing extempore as well as.
this lad, I do not doubt. | It is very plain,
that if he was any way fingular, and did
what his. townfmen could not do, they
would . have made him’ aware of it by
- their admiration, and given him by de-
grees a better opinion of his abilitzes than
he ‘fecems to have. . But he is by them
confidered in proportion to his rank in
life ; that is, he is not confidered at all :
and this to me is a conclufive proof, that
with regard to them he does nothing ex-
traordinary when he throws his thoughts
fuch as they are, extcmporarily into me«
tre, or, to {peak more exaltly, he does
only that, which every body elfe can do
with as much facility as himfelf. How-
cver, I fhall foon be in Mzdrid, where 1
hope




[ 187 ]

hope to do more than argue. Bear with
the eagernefs of my temper. 1 fear
fhall fcarcely fleep until I have cleared
up this matter to my full fatisfatian.
Mean while I am fure of this, that this
faculty of finging extempore does not
_belong exclufively (as I always thought)
to the Italians, or, to fpeak with more
corretnefs, to the Tufcans. Perhaps
the extempore poetry of the Tufcans is
_better upon the whole than that of the
Spaniards, becaufe the rules of criticifm
are more generally {pread, as far as.1I
could -obferve, through Tufcany than
through any part of Eftremadura, and
frighten a {fmaller number of people there
than in our country : But thefe are con- )
jeCtures, grounded 3s yet upon {light in~
formation, which I muft endeavour to
enlarge, Mean while it feems, that.the
Spaniards_never employ in their finging
that fort of ftanza which we call otfaua,
though they have it as well as ourfelves,
and though they make ufe of it, as we
: do,
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do, in compofitions of the epic kind. We -
employ it in our extempore compofitions
oftener than any other metre, but the
Spaniards only make ufe in theirs of
fhort lyrick meafures, chiefly ftrings of
Seguedillas, each confifting of four fhort
lines, fometimes all four of equal mea-
fore, fometimes the fecond and fourth
fhorter than the firft and third, fométimes
the contrary. To fuch ftanzas of four
* lines they will fometimes tag an Ejffrevillo,
which is a kind of fecond part confifting
of only three lines. But all this, 1 fup-
- pofe, depends on the tunes to which they
chufe to fing; and of fuch tunes I have
already taken notice that they have feve-
ral. Here you have, the Seguedilla fol-
lowed by the Eftrevillo.

SEGUEDILLA.

Porque tedes me dicen

Rue eres muy fino
Yo por effo be penfado

Que [eas wiio. \
Es-
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EsTREVILLO.
Que quiero fea
El que a mi me llevare
Como jalea.

This was one of thie ‘many Seguednllas
fung by Terefuela at Elvas. While
finging fhe ftole a pretty fmile upon 2a
young fellow, to whom, as I was told,
fhe was foon to be married, and he bowed
to her for it, ‘The words, the fmile, and
the bow gave me the firft hint of the
Spanith extempore finging, and a few
“more of that girl’s lines put it in my
mind to turn my attention towards. the
afcertaining of this Spanifh charatter-
iftick, which I think is now nearly
effected.

In a language however, fo verfatlle as
the Spanifth, fo eafily thrown into mea-
fure, and ufed by people who will not -
ftick clofe to regular rhymes, it cannot
be very difficult to form fuch compofi-
‘tions as thofe quoted abave. - But the

' greater
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. greater the facility, the lefs muft like--
wife be the delight to a delicate ear; and
it is fure, that, if inftead of taking great
Eberties with their meafures as they do,
and ufing rimas and affonancias juft as it
hdpperns, they would fubjett themfelves -
(like the Tufcans) “to exat forms of
ftanzas and exact rhymes; it is evident,
I fay, that the pleafure of feeing feveral
- great difficulties give way at_once before
a warm and rapid imagination, would be
hittle fhort of ecftafy to him who is fen-
fible to the charms of poetry. This,
would be an approach towards the per<
fection of the art of improvvifare, which
would prove the moft delightful of all
art§, was it ever carried to perfeCtion i
bat this, I am afraid, will never be done
either by Spaniards or Italians. - The
man among thofe I have heard, who car-
ried this power furtheft, was one Gio=
vannt Sibikigto in Venice. Though but a
mean tradefman, he was a man of very
grent parts, and a clofe and conftant
" reader
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reader of our beft pocts. It is not im-
poffible but that many in Spain fubje&
themfelves to ftri€t rhymes and regulat
metres, as the Tufcans generally do ; but
1 fear it will'not be in my power to ftay
fo long in this kingdom as to decide with
tolerable juftnefs which of the two na-
tions deferves - the preference upon this
fubject. ‘

Be the Spamfh Improvvifators better
or worfe than ours, don’'t you think
it ftrange that no traveller ever men-
tioned them? That no native evei did,
I am pretty certain, as I never fonnd
any thing approaching towards fiich an
information in the many Spanifh books
that I have looked 'into when I was
young. ~ Yet I am not furprized at
the general filence of Spanith authors
apon this head: Little do pedple thiak
of writing to the world what they fup-
pofe generally known ; and if extempore
ﬁngmg 18 quite familiar, as you:will be-

gm to believe, to the generality of thé
\ Spanmrds,
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8pamiards, no wonder if they all think,
that all sations can do.in their refpeétive
* languages what their countfymen can do
in their own, the loweft individuals not
excepted, - and of courfe omit to give the
world foch an information. :

But that no (’tranger travélling. amongﬁ:
them fhould ever have taken notice of a
praltice fo very uncommon: in other
‘cotntries, and likewife fo eafily to be
noted throughout this, is what appears
to me #ill more {urprifing than the prace
tice itfeM. Yet fuch is the -inattention -
with which travellers  ocrofs countries,
even thofe who do it with their quills i
theirhands ! When they have capicd out
of each other’s books that the Spaniards
afe proud, grave, and idle; the French
volatile, -confident, and talkative ; the '
Ttalians eanning, jealous, and fuperfti-
" tious; the Englith rude, inbofpitable,
and phidofophical, the  greateft . part of
ftinerary wiiters think they have done
- great-mattars; and:that they. awe intitled
IR 4 tp
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to challenge abundance of refpe& from
their o wn countrymen. For my. part I
~ have long looked upon one part of them
with the abhorance due to propagators
of prejudices, falfhoods, and calumnies ;
and upen' the other with that contempt
that ought to be the lot of fuperficial, im-
_ pertinent, and carelefs obfervers. Think
of the thoufands and thoufands who have

vifited. Greece and Turkey century aftar
century ' Think of their abilities in de-

fcribing broken, ftones and copying de-
_ faced infcriptions, or in unravelling - the
- politicks of the Divan, and the intrigues

~ of the feraglio! Yet a cuftom of Greece
and Turkey no lefs fingular than ufeful,
none of our numberlefs travellers could
ever difcover ; and it was a lady at laft,,
who brought the weftern world acquaint-
ed with inoculation, to theeternal lionom_' '
of half a milion of travelling gentlemen.
The Calefferos overtook me at a vil-

. lagé called Carichéz, about two leagues
from Zewvolla; and there 1 was obliged

o Vor. II. o . - to
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to part company with my poetical lad.
Were I a man. of fortune, Iwould have
taken him al')ng with me, and made him
-rather my companion than my fervant.
But being, as Henry IV. ufed to fay of
himfelf, more provided with liberality
than with the means of ufing it, I ‘was
* forced to let him go back. However, if
- T could-not treat him 1in the manner his.
pretty genius deferved, 1 did not forget
what he had fo timely fuggefted, that he
had a poor mother.
I got into my chaife, crofled Zenmdote,
. faw thecaftle of Barziente on an eminence
- -at fome diftance, and about nine ftopped
to bair at Rialves. The country, I fee,
grows populous as I go-on. At Rialves
Y entéred into converfation with the Cu~
rate, whom I found talking with: the Po-
~ Jadero, and afked him feveral queftions
‘about the cuftom of improvvifare ; but
- -not having Spanifh enough to explain my
~ meaning, never could I make him under-
 “:ftand-the difference between preirxedimted
and
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#nd extempore poetry, I was full puz-
zled by the word extempore, for. which I
could not find an intelligible equivalent.
He called me caro amigo (dear fricnd) at
~every word: a piece of urbanity for
“which I thank him ; and difplayed a
-great deal, of poctlcal knowledge, which
1 did not want.- )

At four in the afternoon we croffed a
river called Guadarrama, over an indiffer-
ent bndge and at five reached Toledo.
At the gate my trunks were vifited, but

i only pro forma ; that 1s, only opened and
fhut. From that gate we mounted an
- afcent confiderably fteep for a quarter of .
a mile, and alighted at a Pofadas, the ap-
" pellation of which, literally tranflated
into Italian, French, or Englifh, would
found very profanely: but the Spaniards -
_deal in religious expreffions in a manner,
_that would fhock even atheifts in other
.countries ; and thus they call La Sangre
Jerriﬁo‘ an inn, which in any town of
| Q2. England



[ 196 ]

Ergland, wou!d fcarcely be thought a fit
habitation fer the lowelt of mankind.

LETTER L.

A catbedm] grand and rich, An Alcazar
The Mozarabick right. Ximenes' deeds.
- Abulcacin’s biffory. A brafs-giant in a
cave. A f;yr;agague. . Charles V and
- Nawagero. -
Toleda, Oét. 4y 1760,

§ this town is built upon a confi-
derable eminence, it ftrikes from

afar with its cupolas and fteeples, with
what is ftill ftanding of its Alcazar, and
with its furrounding wall, ornamented
with a large number of turrets: But the
' greateft -part of its houfes are meanly
- built, the fquares irrcgular, the ftreets
narrow, badly paved, and not very clean.
. -Hoever, ‘I do not grudge the three
leagues I have added to my journey, as
this céthciiral alone ‘is well worth going
' a hun-

‘
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a hundred. It is a gothic (a) edifice
that can almoft vie for amplitude with

that of Milan. It has three wide naves; -

and fome of its lateral chapels would be
- reckoned to be pretty large churches in
many an Europeantown. It is pity that
it'is not high enough for its width and
\ lehgth The nofelefs figures in the front
of that at Exeter I could eafily count ;

but not fo thofe that are in the front of

. this, which are all nofelefs likewife, It

is obfervable that gothic architets .‘fe_l-
dom failed to croud the fronts of churches
with ftatues or figures in bafs-relief:

" We cannot wonder at this cathedral
being all built of free-ftone, nor at the
quantities of marble in feveral of its parts,
. becaufe marbleand free-ftone, abound on
‘every fide in this rocky region. But we
muft wonderat the multitude and coftli-
nefs of its decorations. Think ¢f the

- (@) Mp. Clarke fays that it is  not remarkably
S large;” yet it is larger than any Gthic catludral
" in bis country, : ‘
03 ﬁeps
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fteps of an altar made of filver, and of -
. fome filyer-ftatues enriched  with dla—
monds, rubies and. emeralds ‘ The hand
of profufion fhows 1tfelf in fuch a man- .
ner throughout thefe decorations, as if
thofe who ordered them had been at a
Tofs what to do with the ampleft trea-
fures.  Befidesthofe filver fteps, there is a
_very largc grate, the bars of which are
of filver likewife ; and befides thofe fil-
ver-ftatues, there is a pretty confiderable
number of thofe that are of brafs or of
marble, fome of which came from fo far
as Rome, which, together with their ex-
qifite. workmanthip, makes them be
rated as high as if they were of filver.
Then there are tabernacles, fhrines,
. oﬁenfones, lamps, candlefticks, crofiers,
mitres, chalices, -crucifixes, rehquax ies,
&c. &c. fome of gold and fome of filver, al-
moft 31l fparkhng with many large jewels
of the moft precious kind, befides aninfini-
ty of fmall ones. But what do you fay to
a tabernacle of fo enormous a weight, a§

B
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"to require the ‘united ftrength of thirty

\

men to carry it in procefflion ? Nor muft I
forget many changes of prieftly veft-
ments, made heavy. by embroidery of
péarls and precious ftones. Thofe that
are only embroidered with gold, are here
confidered fo little, that they are. put
on every day ; and the priefts who cele-
brated the great mafs this morning, I al-

moﬁ ‘miftook at a diftance- for fo many.

moving images of gold.
‘The greateft part of thefe () riches,

thg enumeration of which would take a-

large volume, are kept in feveral rooms
and clofets, and i)roduc_ed only on folemn
feftivals. What an indignation mutft rife
in the breaft of a needy tradefman at the

fight of fo large 31' ftook ufelefly locked.

(a) Mr. Clark, fpeaking of this cathedral,flily
obferves, that ¢ much plunder might be got out of it.”

_ ‘The remark cannot be retorted upon St. Pauls-church,
- or Wefiminfler-abbey, and it is we11 that it cannet.

Yet a clergyman of Mr. Clark's rtg:d way of thinking .
might have decently omitted fuch a Yugge gftion, whatever

. bis dbborrence of popifb pageantry may be.

O4 .. up

-~
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wp in a chyrch! A flock that, hrought
into commerce, would render - opulent
many thoufands of individaals, :and - the
whale nation happy | What a plty the
Spaniards are not wife | .

There are alfo fevcrai grand monu— :
ments of Kings, Queens,. Archbnﬂwps,

and other great people; and both the -

cieling-and walls of the church areadorn-

ed with a vaft number of pilures, of =

which the moft furprizing isa St.Chrife
topher fo very gigantic, that Boyards’s
Calzgorante was but a dwarf in compari-
fon. It is enough to tell you, that the
toe of that faint is as bx.g as my whole
. body.

A rite is ufed in this temple, which is
called Mozarab or Mygarabick, originally
- inftituted by a bifhop of Seville called St.
Ifidore, who was a contemporary and
friend to St, Gregory furnamed The Great.
It feems as if St. Gregory had given St.
Ifidore the Prefatid’s. (as they call thcm)
of‘ the mafj, which refemblc much thofe

coe e T > that,
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that are praQtifed in the Milanefe church,
and diftinguithed from the Roman rite
by the appellation of 'Ambrofian.

This rite acquired the name of Moza-
- rab, becaufe it was preferved by thofe
chriftians, who, after the conqueft made
of Spain by the Morifco’s, or Arabs, did
not chufe to forfake their country,- but
lived amidft their conquerors, who fuf-
fered them to continuein the religion of
their.anceftors, and were fo indulgent as .
to leave them the greateft part of their
‘churches. ' There is aftually at Rome
one father Lefleo, a man of ‘much eccle-
fiaftical erudition. who is preparing for ~
the prefs a.Mozarabick miffal, which he
intends to illuftrate with notes, and_ mark
the difference betweén the Mofarabick,

the Ambrofian and the Roman rites. |
How. much the prefent fervice of To-
ledo differs from the antient, inftituted as
I'faid, by St. Ifidore, I am not able to
tell. The famous Mozarabitk miffal and
Breviary, which were printed by cardinal
e Ximenes



[ 202 ]

Ximens at the requeft of ‘the Toletans,
have, I think, been lohg out of ufe;
and are perhaps only remembered by ec-
_ clefiaftical antiquaries, Something how-
ever feems ftill to be rctamed in then‘
ritual.

I fancy you will ftare at thefe para-
_graphs when you come to read them, and
think 1t very odd I fhould {o familiarly
" talk of Mozarabick, Anbrefian and Ro-
man rites, well knowing that my ftudies
never turned that way. But it was our old
friend Cunonico Irico, who helped me to

what .I have here written about thofe

ntes. As I apprized him fome months
ago of my fcheme to vifit Spain, he
wrote me a long letter from (a) Trino
upon this fubje qf church-rites, and
defired me, if ever I came to Teledo, to
procure for him -fome information about
_ the Mofarabick.-

In compliance with this requeft I went-

carly this morning to a learned prieft, who
(a) 4 fmall town in Montferrat,
holds
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holds an’ employnfent in the library of this
cathedral, and on my fhowing him my
friends letter, he promifed kindly to fead
me to Madrid the beft hiftorical account
that fhall be poffible of that rite, and of
the feveral changes it has undergone evet
fince its firft inftitution. If he keeps his

" ‘word, as I am fure he will, the Carnonico will

be made very happy, by fuch means as
would give happinefs to few othet meh.
But: there are people in this world, whofe
- mental 'pleafures appear odd to the grofs
of mankind, and yet are far from being
unreafonable. To fearch as our Canonico
does, after antient inftitutions and cuf-
toms that can contribute to difplay the
various hues and turns of the - human
mind, and to mark the gradations of
‘the changes they have undergone in the
revolution .of human' affairs, will often
be ridiculed and defpifed by men of
fhallow and circumfcribed iritelle&s ; but
will always deferve and obtain- fome de-
3 o | o - gree
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gree of commendation by men of lxberal 4
and extenfive views,
- 1 wanted to fee the library of the ca-
* tHedral, which, as I am'told, containg an
immenfe treafure of literature : butto-day
it could not be opened, and tomorrow I
intend to be gone. A man cannot ftay
long enough inevery place to fee every
thing, efpecially when he has four men.
and four mules to feed. '
Cardinal Ximenes above-named,’ was
fo great & benefadtor to this cathedraly
that.a prayer for his foul'is ftill {aid &t
the end of every mafs celebpated in it>
He was one of the greateft men that ever
appeared. At oncea great ftatefman, an
intrepid foldier, a profound.fcholar, dnd:
atolerable faint. Having been m.éde arch-
bifhop of Toledo out of a poor Francifi
can friar, and created cardinal foon after,
he- undertook two great things of a
very diflimilar .nature, that charaterife-
bimy much: . to his honour, as they fhow
~ ' : : the:
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the vaft capacity of his foul. The one
was his ordering an edition of - the Poli-
glot Bible, a work that employed for ma-
ny years the moft learned men of Spain :
the other was. that he raifed an army at
his own expence, and fent it to conquer
* Oran in Africa for the crown of Spain,
which has poffefled it ever fince. You
" have heard, that next the pope, the arch-
bifhop of Toledo is the richeft ecclefiaf~
tick in the world, Within this century
however, a confiderable part of his re-
venue has beén curtailed; yet it is ftill fo
ample as not eafily to be compared any
where elfe in the church. :
About forty ‘cannons officiate in thls»
cathedral, befides archdeacons, chaplains,
- and' other priefts, all provided with liv-
ings and. falaries, that enable them to live'
with becoming dignity. I fuppofe that all
thefe people’s maintenance, together with
the archbifhop’s, come from diftant parts-
of Spain, as the whole terﬁtory of  this
town, dxd it belong entirely to them,
would
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would not producc the third part of what
they have.

Jt 1s upon record that St Peter’s
church at Rome, withallthatis contained
in it, has coft near thirteen millions fter-
ling, and St. Paul’s at London about thir-
teen hundred thoufand pound. I wanted
to know how much the expence beftowed

upon this, exceeged the Englith, or came

fhort of the Roman : ‘but the gentle cler-
gyman, to whom I applied for the men-
tioned information about the Mozarabick

rite, could not fatisfy my curiofity, as to’

his certain knowledge, no exact account
of it was ever kept, nor the valueevér cal-
culated of the feveral coftly things in it,
which were gifts from kings and queens
of Spain and other great perfonages, be-
fides that:many ancient memorials have
‘been -deftroyed by the revolution of cen-
‘turies, the cathedral baving been built
about nine hundred years-ago, and de-
clared the firft church of Spain about
twohundred years after it was built. .
The
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‘The fecond grand edifice in Toledo is
the archiepifcopal palace. But inftead
of going to fecit, I wentto the Alcézar ;
- that is, a royal palace built on the edge
. of a hill almoft perpendicular, and about
ﬁve hundred feet higher than thc Tagus
whlch runs beneath it.

*» From the large fquare before the 4lcd-
=ar, or from its windows you have a
vaft profpect over a country not very fer-
tile, as it is chiefly compofed of rocks,
" which however render the coup & oeusl
very romantick. There isa printed jour-
ney () through fome parts of  Spain,
written by a French countefs . about four
fcore years ago.  She has givena defcrip-
tion in her work of this Alcdzar, and
~told us how it was then :" and I think I’
have looked out of that very window,
from which fhe infpected the adjacent
,country. ‘The Alcizar was then in good

(a) It bears this title, < RELATION du Voyaged’
¢ Efpagne, 4 Paris. MDCXCIX,” It is in three
wols, 8ve. ‘ . -

con-
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condition, and inhabited "by a Spanifh
queen. But the fucceffion-war proved.
fatal toit, as the Englith, and Portu-
guefe penetrated unluckily fo far as To-
Jedo, and fet fire to it : fo that nothing/
of it now remaing but the lateral walls
greatly damaged, fome of its marble pil- °
Iars, a fmall part of the grand ftair-cafe .
and five or fix rooms. Within eighty
. years more, even thefe poor remains will
not exift in all probability, and only faint
veftiges will be left of them, as they are
vifibly decaying and covering with mofs,‘
nettles and weeds. -

From that high hill you fee the
two largeft hofpitals in Toledo, one for
the reception of foundlings, the other por
los que flan mal de mugeres, as a man phra-
fed it of whom I afked what it was. This
fecond, B_owgvcr, has at prefent but a very
fmall number of patients, as the diftem
per that is cured in it, has within this
century greatly abated of its original fury
all over Spain, a8 I am told.

You
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You fee likewife from that hill g fine -
bridge of two arches over the' Tagus,
the waters of which run thereabout with™-
the greateft noife and rapidity. They
call it the - Alcantara. bridge, beyond
which there is a ruiged bu;ldmg called
el Caftille de San Cervantes.

. Under -the ruins of that caftle, -the
- vulgar of Toledo is firmly perfuaded that
there is an opening, which.was cut.into
the rock and fhut with a ftrong brafs-
gate. ~Was you to enter thdt gate, .fay
“they, you would. be led into an enchant-
‘ed rocky cavern that contains: many hor-
rible things.. No body ever dared to vio~
late that brafs-gate and.intrude in the
cavern, except the defperate Don Rodrigo, -
‘who.was the laft gothic King of Spain.
Don Rodrigo had been infornied by tra-
dition, that whoever fhould enter it would | |
be -made acquainted with the nltimate
fate of the kingdom he then poffeflcd ; and
" finding himfelf briﬂc\l'y attacked by a for- \
midable army fent-againft him by Mire-
Vou. I, P - - mamolin
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mdmolin _emperor of Africa, he would
needs to know how that war was to end:

The gratification of his curiofity was at-
" tended with the anticipated knowledge
" of his own impending ruin, becaufc he
found a brafs-giant in the cavern, who
held a large brafs-label in his hand, in
which the death of his majefty was fore-
told, together with the conqueft of his
kingdom, to be foon effected by the Afri-
~ cans.

The whole of this abfurd ftory is told
at large in the fixth chapter of a book en-
titled HisTor1A wverdadera del Rey Don
Rodrigo, &c, compuefta por el fabio Alcayde
Abulcacim Tarif Abevtarique, de nacion
Arabe ; nuevamente traduzida de Iallegual
Arabiga por Miguel de Luna, &c.

In Englith. The true HisTory of
King Don Rodrigo, &c. written by the wife
Alcayde Abulcacim Tarif Abentarique, an
Arabian by birth; newly tranflated from
the Arabick Tongue, by Michael de Luna,
&e, ' :

I have
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I have the 4th edition of this book
printed en Valencia 1646, with the ori-
ginal dedicatory letter in the front of it,
addrefled by the tranflator to King
Philip III. - ' |
. It appears by that dedicatory letter,
that Miguel de Luna had ftudied Ara-
bick from his infancy, and was Arabick
Interpreter to - that King. The book is
divided in two parts. The firft ends
| with this information to the reader.
Acabofe de traduzir efte libro por mé
. Miguel de Luna, Interprete de Su Mageflad,
a trienta dias del mes de waembre, anos
- e 1489,
 InEnglith. The tranflation of this book
was compleated by me Miguel de Luna, In-
terpreter to bis Majefly, on No'uember 30,
1589. .
- The fecond part ends with th;s ftilt
more interefting information.
Acabofe de efcrivir efie Librode la Hi jlo-
" ria de Ej]mmz en la Ciudad de Bucare, a
N _ P2 tres,
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thes dias del mes de Ramadan, del'anp cients
y quarenta 3 dos de la Hixera.

- In Englith. The writing of this Hz ﬂorj
qf Spain was ended in-the town of Bucara,
on the third da:y of the month of - Rarmadans
the bundred and forty fecond year of the He-
gira; which day, according to a mar-
ginal note of the tranflator, anfwers to
fome day September 469 ; ¢ that is, ex-
altly fifty years after the firft invalion of
Spain by the Morifco’s,' with whom this
fame “hiftorian Abulcacim’ Terif Abenta-
rigie came over, and was a helper in the
© conqueft made by his countrymen, as he
repeatedly tells in the courfe of his
Biftory. _
2 As-this book by the generahty of the
§pamatds-is. looked upon as a genuine.
~ hiftory, give me leave to make here a few
© ¢bfervatioris updn it, 1 have read it
through with attention, and am per-

fuaded: that D:. Luna tranflated it from -

the Alabftk Thexe is nothing in it but
7 what

4
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what indicates it to be the performance
of a Mahometan ; and it is to be fuppo-
‘fed, that De Luna would never have dared
to tell his King a lye in print, or offer
bim’a work. of his own for a tranflation
of an -A'rabi.ck original,

However, as to that original, taking
~ for granted that the tranflation is- faith-
ful, it is not poflible to confider it as
any better than a romance, and a ro-
mance of a much more modern date than
it 1s pretended by its Arabick author,
whoever he may have been. How cotld
Abulcacim be a contemporary with the
Moorith conquerors of Spain, when he
tells us of fleets that carried numerous
armies- backwards and forwards from
Arabia to Tunis, and other parts of that
region which we now call the coaft of
Barbary ?

" Befides that it is queftionable whether
the town of Tunis exifted at that time,
thofe fleets cannot have failed round the
Cape’ of Good Hope, as that Cape was

Pag then
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then as much unknown to the Arabians
as to the Europeans. They muft there-
fore have failed from fome port fituated
at the very. end of the Mediterranean.
But what hiftorical voucher have we for
the exiftence of a port in that part of the
world poffefled by the Arabians? .Yet,,
granting that this was the cafe, we muft
take into confideration that the Greeks as :
well as the Venetians could at that time
both navigate and fight; but neither na-
vigated nor fought againft thofe great
enemies of the chriftian name, and, what
is ftill more furprizing, never madé the
leaft mention of thofe pretended Arabick
expeditions in the memorials they left us
of the tranfactions of that age.

It may be anfwered, that the Greeks
had neither the courage nor the ftrength
required to face the Arabians, and that
the Venctians were the Arabians’ friends
. for fome reafon of commerce. But be-
- fides that hiftorical vouchers are alfo
wanted for fuch an anfwer, it is impof-

fible
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-fible to believe that the Venetians could
be induced by fuch a .motive to let Ma-
hometan fleets pafs unmolefted through a
- fea, of -which they were mafters in a
great meafure, and fuffer them to go and
. conquer a chriftian country.
- Let us confider then what fhipping is
required to carry forty five thoufand foot,
“and eight hundred horfe (Abulcacim, p:
129) to fuch a.prodigious diftance as
- from Arabia to Tunis. I cannot believe
the Arabs of thofe times, or indeed of
any time, to have had fuch fhipping as
could not even be muftered up by the
. modern Englifh themfelves, whofe naval -
force is not to be parallel'd even by that
of the Carthaginians when at their high-
eft, nor indeed by any power whatfoever
that was ever mentioned in hiftory.
What renders that fa& a thoufand
times ftill more improbable, is the ac-
count of Muza the viceroy of Africa,
who from Morocco dio buelto hazia el Le-
‘wante (went away to the Levant) with a
P g4 fleet
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fleet that had ' twenty thoufand foldiers
on board ; went fo far as that port at the
bottom of the Mediterranean to meet
his Royal Mafter 4bilgualit, who waited
there for his coming with twenty five
thoufand foot ard eight hundred horfe ; 3
then failed back with that ng and thofe
troops to thie place from which he had de-
“parted ; landed fafely and without oppo-
fition at, or near Tunis, and prefently
- eftected -the conqueft of that kingdom,
though it was defended. by the Tunifian
. army compofed of forty thoufand men,
and commanded by a defperate rebel. . -
~What need had viceroy Muza to go {o
far as the bottom.of the Mediterranean to
meet his King? By what means could he .
give him previous intelligence of his
_coming, that he might be ready there to -
.embark with his troops? Could he not
ftay ‘at home for his coming » Yes, he
could ; but it was better to go and fecure
his paffage with fuch a reinforcement.
Yetif thcxc was any danger of obftrution -
: from
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from fcme enemy in that paffage, that,
danger was exaCtly equal whether the
viceroy went to meet his king, ar the
king to meet the viceroy. But how could
an army that had failed feveral thoufand
miles, without ftopping to refrefh any
where, preferve itfelf in fo good a con-
dition as to rout that of Tunis in the very
firft battle, and rout it fo effcttually,
though their numbers were almoft equal,
as to put a final ftop to all its furthcr
operations ?

Thefe are, amongft other, the ob)ec.
tions I would offer to any Spamard that
fhould infift upon the genuinenefs of A«
" bulcacim’s hiftory, and tell me thatasun-

que infiel y barbaro (though an infidel and

a barbarian) as Roda fays, in his Cronica -

de los Moros en Efpang, yet Abulcacim was -
“a faithful relator of falts. .

It was quitedark when I returped from
‘my vifit to, San Gervantes's caftle, of which

nothmg is now left byt a heap of moul-
dered



[ 218 ]

dered bricks intermixed with large pieces
of free-flone that will foon become duft.

Could T ftay in this town longer, it is
moft probable that 1 fhould fee .many
more things very well worth fome ac-
count. I am told that here is a fyna-
gogue, which had once many Hebrew
fayings and fcripture-paffages written on
its walls within, according to the prac-
tice of the Jews in all their places of pub-
lic worfhip. When that fynagogue was
{fome centuries ago turned into a church,
its walls were plaftered over and- white-
- wafhed, fo that the infcriptions remained
loft for a long time to the world. But in
procefs of time fome of the plafter fell
down ; and a learned canon of this ca-
thedral obferving Hebrew charaéters left
there undifcovered, has lately found
means to read feveral of thofe paflages
and fayings, . which he intends ‘foon "to
-publith with notes. The Jews that were
formerly in poffeffion of the fynagogue, if
: : o+ .+ . they
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they were not African by birth, were at -
leaft fo by defcent ; and it appears by the
~ charaters read by the canon on thofe
walls, that their manner of writing their
tongue was partly different from that
which is generally ufed by the modern
European Jews. An account of that Af-
rican manner of writing it, will render
the work of the canon very interefting
to the ftudious of the facred tongue.
-Toledo is one of the moft antient ci~
. ties in Spain, ‘and during feveral centu-
ries it held the rank of its metropolis.
But the neighbourhood of Madiid has by
degrees ftripped it of its numerous inha-
bitants, and it would have long been
almott entirely deferted but for its cathe-
dral, the income of which, being fpent
here in a good meafure, contributes
chiefly to. the maintenance of the few
thoufands that are left, and affifts a little
thofe fmall manufattures of fword-blades
- and filk-ftuffs eftablifhed in it. - The em-
peror Charles V. made Toledo his almoft
. con.
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conftant refidence whenever he returned
to Spain from his various rambles about
Eurepe ; and here it was that the learn- ‘
~ed Navagero was fent to him as ambaffa-
dor by theVenetians. There was then
an engine_contrived by an Italian, which
raifed the water of the Tagus up to the
Alcazar and the reft of the town. " But
time deftroyed that engine, and the To-
letans are now put to a great inconve-
nience to procure water, which is incef-
fantly car:ied up to them from that ri-
ver by afles heavily loaded with fix earthen
pots each, and b/ought at two' Maravedis
a-pot; that is, two-thirds of an Englifh
farthing. »
1 fhall go to-morrow to Aranjuéz, fe-
wen leagues beyond this town, Seven
more the next day will carry me to Ma-
drid, where I'intend to ftay a while, and-
feribble a great. deal. But the queen,
unluckily for my journal, died fix or
feyen days ago ;. fo that I fhall find the
court gone into mourning, a reftraint put

upon
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upon many private diverfions, and a
full ftop to all the public for a while.
This will cut me off from many amufing
topicks, for which I am very forry both
for your fake and mine. '

LETTER LL

_Political meditations.

Ar;njuez, 0. s, 176o.

BOUT a ftone-throw from the

great road, and a league from To-

kdo, I faw on my left-hand another
poor caftle, called Pelavenegua, went to
infpect it, and found its ruins, like thofe
of San Cervantes, quite ready to perith.
The few walls that remain are in fuch a
condition, that I could eafily throw down
“the corner of one with a light pufh, and -
it appears that the flat ground on which
it ftands will foon be ready for the plough.
Indeed, as one ranges over this coun-
try, it is fad’ to recolle¢t how rich and
: ' 1 po-
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populous it was in former ages f Lewis
IX. king of France, as Guevara tells us
in his letters, after having feen many parts
of Europe and Afia at the tifne of the
Crufades, affirmed that no court was fo
fplendid as that of Caftile, which was
then a much fmaller kingdom than what
is now called Spain. But, though it was
fmaller, one of its kings (Guevara calls
him Alphonfo I1L) who kept his court
at Toledo, was able to fend to the holy
land an army of -a hundred thoufand foot, -
ten thoufand horfe, and fixty thoufand
carts loaded with baggage. . There may
be, and I believe there is, fome Spa~
nifh exaggeration in this account. The
number of the carts at leaft bears evi-
. dently no proportion to thatarmy. But
coming down to the reign of Ferdinand
and Ifabel, Caffile and Arragon ftill af-
forded men enough to fubdue the Moor-
ith king of Granada, who muftered up -
on that occafion no lefs than fifty thou- -
fand horfe and- feveral thoufand foot.
) : How
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How thick muft have the population boen
during thofe periods in thefe provinces 2 **

But as foon as the Spaniards had the
misfortune to be rid of thofe enemies, and

to mafter all the riches of America, - °

as they did foon after the conqueft of
Granada, fuch quantities of gold and fil-
ver poured inta their enlarged empire-
from Lima and from Mexico, as to make
\it for a while the moft opulent that ever °
cxifted in Europe fince the downfal of
the Romans. .

The confequence of that opulence to
Spain was, that her foldier hung up his
fword and buckler, her hufbandman for-
fook the plough, her artift flung away
his tools, and the whole nation fell a.
dancing and enjoying the fudden pro-
duétions of their mighty atchievements.
Quiet fucceeded to motion for a while,
. and, idlenefs* to activity. Inftead of
continuing to work for themfelves, the -
~vich Spaniards fent to their neighbours
not only for numberlefs fuperfluities, but

4 even
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even for many neceflaries, which prattice
impovetithed them much fafter than one
would have imagined.

That conduct however, would net have
proved fatal, ‘and defolation would not °
have fpread over the internal.parts of this
kingdom, if the Spaniards had not flock’d
away by thoufands and ten thoufands to
the newly difcovered world. It was their
pre¢ipitous emigration to America, that
'depri‘ved Eftremadura, Toledo, the  twe
Caftiles, Arragon, and Lecn-of too many
‘of their inhabitants ; and had not the.
government been timely alarmed at i,
~and put forne limits to it, it is probable
that not a foul but what would have ran
away to the: countries of gold and filver. .

Yet notwithttanding this univerfal in-
dolence and precipitous emigration, Spain
~ swould fill ‘have contiriued to bear great
proportion to its neighbowring nations in
point of population, had not a fuinous
fyftem of policy been kesnly P\!rfued by
- her during mote than two cénturies,
The

7
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The ambition that moved, or the necefs
fity that forced the Spaniards to keep and
enlarge the coyntries which they poffefl>
ed beyond the Pirenecs, proved much
more deftructive than their annihilation
of the Morifcos, and their conqueft of
America. Flanders and Italy involved
them in diftant wars that drained their

. provinces of numberlefs men, and of .

more gold and filter than America could
afford. If inftead of going for Vito-
rious laurels to Pavia and St. Quintin,
the Spaniards had given up whatever they
poflefied beyond their mountatns, and kept
their armies and flotas at home, their
kingdom would have ftill been formid-
able, and the ambaflfadors of France
would not eafily have gotten precedence’
of theirs. But fucceflive victories' en-
feebled them, and the progeny of the .
royal prifoner they made at Pavia, got
- -the. upper hand of their monarchs a
‘very little time aftet the rebellious
Vor. II. - Q_ Con-
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(2) Copnetdble had put an end to all
French pretenfions to the countries that
lie on the warmer fide of the Alps. '

But are the Spaniards to be blamed for
not having given up thofe diftant poflef- .
fions that were at laft wrefted from them
by the force of war? No. The affairs
of nations become gradually fo entangled
by a ftrong concurrence of fucceffive ac-
cidents, that the unravelling of them is -
at laft out of the reach of human pru-
dence : nor is it alwaysin the power of
" nations todo what isbeft, even on the fup-
pofition that they had it in their will. Let
us imagine, for inftance, that Charles V.
had been willing to give up all he péf—
feffed in Flanders and in Italy, do you
, really think that it would have been in

(a) The confequence of 'the great battle near Pavia
in Lombardy, won by the Connetible de Bourbon, and
the falling of Francis 1 into the hands of Charles V,
put an effectual end to the claims of France on Joveral
Italian provinces. The French never could get any dura-
ble footing in Italy ever finee that fatal day.

his

1
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his power? What would the world, and
Spain herfelf, have faid to him, had he
ever come to fuch a refolution? What
would have been fuideto his fon Philip,
and to each of his fucceffors, had any of
" them thought of doing what Charles
ought ‘to have done for the advantage of
his Spanith fubjeéts, and lopp’d off thofe
exuberant branches of the monarchy that
proved injurious to the trunk ? Nay,
what would the world and Spain fay to
this very king, fhould he take into his
head to give up that fmall part of the Bar~
~bary-coaft he actually poffefles, which
every man in Spainand out of Spain knows
to be rather detrimental than ufeful to his
kingdom? Was any minifter to advife
fuch a meafure, he would be looked upon
as a ridiculous politician, if not as the
vileft of traitors ; and that fame people,
to whom the keeping of Oran and Ceuta |
proves onerous, would exclaim againft -
fuch an a, was it to take place, and con-
fider it as their gredter difhonour for cen~

Qz  turics



[ 228 ]

turies to come. Nor is there any nation,
but what would think like the Spanjards
in a fimilar cafe ; and with good reafon
" too, as the giving up without abfolut
- compulfion what is their own, in nations
as in individuals, will always be reckoned
dithonourable. Such is the nature of
man, and fo is‘ the world conftituted.
Kings ‘muft marry, kings muft die, and
. kings muft make war and peace. ‘Thefe
events will produce events, and nations
will thus acquire rights that cannet af-
terwards be relinquithed without hard
ftruggles, or without incurring blame
and contempt. The wars that in our
days gave the two Sicilies toa Spanifh in-
fante, and the dutchy of Parma to ano-
ther, proved moft ruinous to this mo-
narchy ; and well did the Spaniards fore-
fee that ruinous they would be. But.
how could they have helped themfelyes
and forborn thofe wars? A coffee-flatef-
man, a Machiavel rich in after-wit, will
eafily fay, that it had been wife, fince that-
was
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""was the cafe, not to think of Naples and
' Parma, and let any body take them that
could : and fo would the council of Caf~
tile have reafoned, had each of its mem-
"bers been chofen out of a breed of men not
lineally defcended from Adam and Eve.
Unluckily Adam and Eve were their pro~
genitors ; and whoever is defcended from
that pair, will in like circumftances do
. like.the members of that council, and ad-
vife: what they advifed, :
Revolving thefe and other fuch fool-.
eries in my head for the fpace of a league,
I reached a venta whete my calefferos
intended to ftop and bait ; but the venta
was fhut, and our knoeking at its door
was in vain. So we went forwards ano-
ther league to Villa Mejér, a hamlet of
four houfes that mighf as well be called
Villa pedr, as none of the four families-
in it had a' loaf of bread to fpare us.
However they had wine enough to fill
our Borrache, which my folks had al-
moft emptied in the fpace  of three

Q3 leagues,'
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leagues, on the ufual pretenee of the

weather* being infufferably hot, and

drinking a good remedy againft thirft.
We proceeded two leagues more, got
intoa fine foreft, {pread a napkin un-
der its fhade, produced fome cold vic-
tuals, and dined very comfortably.

- That done, we entered a long alley of
very tall elms that led ftraight to Aran-
juéz, trotted along it merrily, and- were
at the pofada juft as the fun was going
. down.,

. LETTER LIL

A charming [pot. Le Jardinier Scavant,
Bufls ancient and modern. Ladis well

bebaved. A theatre. The adventures
of the green bird. A pretty willézge.

Arapjuéz, O&. 6, 1760,

Have feen -a great many delightful
places in many parts, but none more
fo than the royal palace and garden of
Arnajugz. A poet would fay that Venus

and

L

- e e
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and love confulted here with Catullus
and Petrarch about building a ruralman.
dion for Pfyche, Lefbia,  Laura, or {ome
Spanifh infanta. : .
Imagine a park many leagues round
cut acrofs in different parts by alleys of
two, three, and even four miles extent.
Each of thofe alleysis formed by twe,
double rows of elm-trees, one double row .
on the right.and one on the left,- which
renders the fhade thicker. - The alleys
are wide enough to admit of four coaches
a-breaft, and betwixt each double row
there 1s a narow channel, through which
runs a ftream of water, fo that the trees,
never wanting moifture, are grown very
tall and very leafy.
Between thofe alleys there are thick
" groves of fmaller trees of various kinds,
and thoufands of deer and wild-boars
wander there at large, befides numberlefs
hares, rabbits, pheafants, partridges, and
feveral other kinds of birdg, The wild~
boars however are not quite fo favage in

Q4 ) this
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this - place 'as where no care has been .
- taken of them. -Here they have been
ufed to repair on certain hours to fome

places, where oats are plentifully diftri-
" buted to them; and they are grown fo
familiar with the voice of their- feeder,
" that they will run dfter him whenever
they hear him eall.

There is no wall round this park, as
too many bricks would- have been re-
quired to form fo vaft an enclofure. Yet
the various animals that livein it, cannot
be tempted to forfake it, as the country
round does not abound either in fhade or
pafture. '

" The river Tagus which I have croffed’
at- Lifbon, Cafas del . Puerto, Talavera,
and Toledo, runs through this place
" and -divides it into two unequal parts.
The waterit carries is niot very confider-
able ;. fo that it was eafily divided, con-
- fined between artificial banks, and turned
wherever it was thought neceffary.

The
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The central point of this great park is
the King’s palace, which is-partly fur-’
rounded by the garden. . Of that palace
we fhall fpeak anon. Let us. ﬁr& take a
walk round the garden.

“The chief entrance into it is through a
Parterre cut into feveral compartments;

-that have borders of box and myrtle, and
contain a vaft variety of the moft beau-
tiful flowers both American and European,

There are five pieces of water in this

- parterre, each adorned with bronze figures
as big as the life, that raife the water in
'{pouts to a confiderable height. In the firft
piece there is a Neptune with Tritons, in
. the fecond a fwan with boys playing about
it, in the third I have forgot what, and
the fourth and fifth have each a nymph
riding on a ferpent. ,

~ Beyond the parterre on the right hand
there is an artificial cafcade of the Tagus
amidft artificial rocks. ‘The eye is no lefs
charmed by the broken wave, than delight-
ed by the dathing neife, .
From
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From hence you enter an alley that
leads to Apolle’s fountain. 1t is fo called
from a ftatue of that god ftanding on a
high pedeftal, with Pegafus byhim. The
bafon of the fountain is oftagonal, and
on each angle there is a naked genius
that feems to fqueeze ‘the head of a dol-
phin with his foot, to force the water out
of his jaws. - Apollo, the 'gcniuss’, the
dolphins, and the bafan are of the whiteft
marble.
. The alley de las burlas (of the trzcln)

1s beyond it, and it is fo called becaufe,
as you crofs it, if the gardener pleafes,
you-are fprinkled with water fpouting
from under your feet, which cannot be
avoided when you have once entered the
alley. :

The Fuente de'la Eﬁ)ma fodows next.,
It 1s formed by four pillars round a ba-
fon. Each pillar has an harpy on its
top, vomiting water on a young man who.
fits in the midft of the bafon, picking az
ej;‘mza (a tbam) out of his foot. Both th.

young
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young man and the harpies are reckoned
mafter-pieces in ftatuary; but I don’t
like the conceit of monfters pouring wa-
ter upon a young man that minds his
thorh and not them.  Some figure in an
attitude of horror had done better than
"one in-that quiet pofture. .Nor do 1like
the exotic birds painted round this foun-
tain a; top of, the green lettice that fur-
yrounds it, as I cannotdifcover any analo~
gy between the birds, the harpies, and
the young man. There is nothing in
my opinion that has a worfe effet in 2
garden, than paintings, except it be
fome perfpective on fome wall at theend
of fome alley.

From the Thorn-fountain you fee four
-enclofures for fruit-trees; and amongit
them there are atually fuch numbers of
oranges and . lemons .hanging on their
branches, as the Hefperides might envy.
To thofe enclofures you are led through
paflages fo well {creened by a thick foli-
age, that the fun-beams can no more
touch
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touch you, than if you were under
‘ground ; and the frefhnefs is there fo
great, that it forced me to button up my
coat, although without the garden the -
weather was very hot.

In one of thofe paffages 1 could not
help taking notice of a lirge Indian-tree
which they call Lyrén. Its trunk feems .
tompofed of half a dozen ftems, and the
tircumference of it I take to be little lefs
than four fathoms. i

Leaving the frult intlofures on -the
right, we advanced to tbe Bath of Venus.
‘T'he goddefs is there reprefented as com-

. ihg out of the bath, and her hair drops
water into- a fine marble bafon fupported
by Cupids. .
A little further there is the fountain of
Bacchus. Both the tub and the god are of
bronze, and of a moft perfect work-
manthip. But he is fo fat, that I would
rather call him Silenus, as 1 do not recol-
18& any ancient Bacchus fo ﬁelhy
: . The
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_ The fountain of Neptune follows : But
" his figure, as well as thofe of the Tritons
round it, is much {maller than the life,
which in fuch open places always produce
~abad effect. If nature is to be departed
* from, let us in open places make it-gi-
" gantick rather than dwarfith. Nor did
I like to fee this fubje@ occurring a fecond
time in the fhort fpace that thiere is from
the parterre to this fountain.

. Beyond this Neptune there is the Terw
rdo, a wide and almoft circular bowling=
green with four trees in the midft of it
confiderably large and tall, which with
their ample thade, joined to that of the
high and thick hedge that furrounds the
whole bowling-green, renders it very
ool and pleafant.

*On the right fide of this Terrdo there)
-is a fine bridge of five arches over the

Tagus, and at the eaft end of that bridge
another inclofure. for fruit, which I did-
not chufe to enter, liking better to con-
tinue my walk along the river, the bank

. . of
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of Wwhich is there defended by iron-rails
coloured green, divided from fpaceto fpace
by fmall marble pillars, each of which fup-
ports a large flower-pot of a very fine
fort of earthen-ware made at Talavera, and
the arms of Spain painted upon each pot.
“Their forms might eaﬁly have been bet-

_ ter.

Not far from that bridge there isa
fountain called zbe Tritons, becaufe three
of thofe fabulous beings ﬁahd in the mid-
dle of it with their backs to each -
other, fupporting two marble bafons, one
over the other, the water fallmg from

both in large fheets.
' Near this fountain a fmall branch of
the Tagus that has been parted higher
up, joins to it again under a wooden
bridge painted green, on which no coaches
are allowed to pafs but thofe of the Roy= -
al Family.
~ From this bridge you have delight=
ful profpet of a wild foreft on the left
fide of the river. But before you‘b come
L - to

\
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to the bridge, there is a kind. of pavilion
fupported by green-painted wooden cos
lumns, called & Cenadr (a fupper-place)
intended for the Royal Family to fup
under when they have a mind. So.
. charming a fpot there is not in the whole
garden, and it is impoffible to fay how
pleafant it is.made by trees irregularly
planted on each fide of the river, and by
- the river itfelf, that runs there with fome
impetuofity againft rocks, and breaks in
a moft delightful murmur. |
- From the Cenadr you enter a wide
~bower formed of lime-trees. ‘The
ground under it is particularly firm and
.{mooth, which adds much to the plea~
fure of walking. But turning about,
and leaving the bridge of five arches on
cur right, let us go along the iron-rail,
-where the little pillars fupport the flower-,
pots.. | |
Thit_iron-rail, as I faid, runs along
the fmaller branch of the river, and
-reaches another pretty bridge of a fingle

arch,
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arch, which is lLikewife left on the left
hand. From thence you enter the Zerrdo
again, in order to pafs to a fpot that has
been embellithed with numberlefs exo-
. tick flowers, the greateft part of unfpeak-
able beauty interfperfed with orange-
trees, the fruits of which are juft ripe,
~and bang in fuch clufters from all the
plants, that you can fcarcely fee their
beaves. L

A few fteps beyond that flower-fpot
there is the gardener’s houfe. A pretty
building, fronted by a pleafant-meadow,
perfe@tly fhaded by fome of the. talleft
and moft leafy trees that ever I faw. A
narrow " ditch that runs on one fide of
* that meadow, produces thoufands of muth-
. rooms, which, they fay, are very good to
eat when newly fprung, but grow tough
if they are not foon gathered. ‘The gar-
dener refufed fo tell me how he contrives
to have fuch an aftonithing bed of mufh-
rooms in that dicch. They lie upon
cach other like a thick bed of oyfters. I

| 4 fuf-
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fafpe®, that the bottom of the ditch is
artificially formed of thofe ftones: that
are called at Naples Pietre Fukgaje (mufbs
room-flones) which will produce mmufhe .
rboms when watered and expofed to the
fun. ‘

Beyond the gardener’s houfe you meet
with another cafcade of the Tagus, that

nio lefs charms the ‘eye with the tranfpa-
' gency of its water, than the ear with the
inequality of its noxfe, one moment

quick and loud, and the next foft and
flow; ’

By that cafeade. there is another Cenadr -

painted green” and yellow, no lefs well °
fituated than the other already mentioned,
having the cafcade behind, and the great
Sountain-of Hercules before. | - =~
" 'This fountain is the _grandeft thmg in
the wholegarden.: Itis a decagon orna=-
mented with a confiderable number . of
flatues, the principal of ‘which is that
of- the Theban hero killing the hydra.
Both the ftatues and the feveral bafons
' YOL. IrL . R in .
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- in which they- are placed, are of the
whiteft marble, and the water that tum-

 bles in and but, ravifthes the fight with
its romantick falls, '

From hence you afcend fome grand. -

fteps adorned likewife with fine ftatues,
and turning round a corner of the Royal
Falace, enter a parterre belonging to the.
Infant Don Luis, furrounded by a walk
full of niches, each containing. a marble-
buft. - )

~ The firft of thefe bufts (as the gacden-
er faid) reprefents @ Roman Emperor,
called Hannibal the Cartbaginian.

This piece of intelligence made me
aware, that the honeft fellow was rather
lefs:an hiltorian than a gardener. It was.
he, that had added with his ‘chalk the
.nable title of Emperador Romana to the'

, engraved- name of Hannibal ; and this he.
had done, he faid, for the qqicer.infor-.

mation of the Letradss who fleck incef--

fantly from all parts of the world to fee:
thofe bufts, all made at Madrid by Greek.
| | S and
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and Roman ftatuaries, efpecially thofe
of Queen Ifabella, Charles V and Phi-
Clip IVY :
The fa& is, that there is a fine’ col-
leGtion of antient and modern bufts.
Amongft them Antoninus Pius, Sergius
‘Galba, Lucius Verus, Vefpaﬁan, Marcus'
Aurelius, Titus, Trajan, Tiberius, Vi-
tellius, Domitian, and many other, all
~ placed at random, and out of all chrono-~
logical difpofition, intermixed with Alex-
ander, Parmenio, Lyfimachus, and feve-
ral 'Kings and Queens of Spain.

- Having left the parterre of Don Luis,
and difmiffed the gardener with a prefent,
I went to fee the palace. A Spanifh

. gentleman with his lady and two mar-
riageable daughters waited at the gate
for my coming with thc palace-keeper,
who was to fhow it us. |

- As thefe were the firft people of note

- thit I faw in Spain, I watchéd them nar-

‘rowly during the whole time the “vifit
laﬁed but’ found nothing in them ‘that

o R 2 ~ be-
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betrayeci any remarkable fingularity, either

in drefs, manner, or behaviour. - The *

father and ‘mother anfwered my, cafual
queftions with plain civility, nor did the
young ladies appear fhy or bafhful when
I dropp'd a word of compliment, but
curtefied with a fmile or thanked with a

word, without ftiffnefs, prudery, for-*

wardnefs, or falfe modefty. This began
to give me a better opinion of the Ma-
"drid-manners than I had brought with

me. Having read many things of the .

habitual gravity and haughtinefs of the

Spaniards, I expected fome odd and ridi-

culous treatment ; but to my difappoint-
ment they behaved very well.

~ As to the Royal Palace I have not
much to fay. It is tather an elegant than
a magnificent building, confidering its

owner, and what may be called a com--

fortable King’s houfe. The apartments .
are well dlfpofed, and decorated with
. much tafte. Were I to chufe, I would
have ‘this in preference to all the houfes

4 - and
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“and -pélacés 1 ever faw.’ No carving,
gildihg, or painting is wanted any where
1n it. The furniture, and indeed every -

~. 'thing i in it, is juft as1 would have it.

‘In one of the rooms there is a clock of
curious workmanfhip, ‘that has a canary-
bird at top made of clock-work, The
* canary “chirps like a true bird whenever.
the hour ftrikes. "An ingenious trifle,
that makes a man fmile, and a child
happy.

By the dravung-room thiere is a little
theatre, which in the late King’s reign
was often trod by our moft celebrated
- fingers, fuch as Farinello, Caffarello, Ca-
reftini, Mingotti, and others : but no
«ufe is now made of it, as his prefent Ma-
jefty has no tafte for mufic.

In a large room that has its walls co-
vered with looking-glafles, we had a kind
of adventure ; and it would have been
firange if we'had met with none, as this
may really be called un 'Palacio encantado.

"Entering that room ‘we fpy'd a green
Ri3 - bird
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bird fluttering about as if endeavouring to
find the opening at which he had got in.
"It feemed as if the many mirrors embar-.
raffed the poor thing by the multiplica-
tion of objefts. We prefently gave it
chace, and ftrove to catch it. After ma- -
ny ufelefs efforts intermixed with a great
deal of female fcreaming, as is ufual on
fuch occafions, the eldeft fifter made the
_ little creature her prifoner: but inftead of
holding it faft, fhe ran without hefita-
ting a moment to the window, opened
her generous hand, and let it fly away,
much to the difappointment of us all.
It was impofiible not to praife fo pretty a
deed. Her father commended her for it,
and I was ftrongly tempted to give her a
© kifs. But, faid I with a ferious face, you
are miftaken Sir, if you think,the Senorita ’
has done this out of mere generofity.
He ftared, and did not know my meaning.
.8ir, faid I in an angry tone, this was an
appointment made by her with fome
young magician difguifed under a pretty
bird,
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‘bird, and fhe fet him at liberty for fear
her fifter thould catch it, and caufe a
- difcovery,

This foolifh conceit had no bad effect,
and made us fuch. good friends, that be-

- . fore we parted they offered mie letters for - |

their friends at Madrid, and every thing,
+ in their power to make me pafs agreeably
~ what time I intended to ftay there. See
how eafily 2 man may get acquaintance
in a foreign country, if he but dares to
Be in a good humour !’ '

I was no lefs pleafed with the villavc
of Aranjuéz, than with the palace, gar-
den, and park. Every houfe in that
village is new and white, with windows
that have green fhutters placed without,
and the'ftreets are all ftraight. The King
has given and ftill gives the ground gratss
. to any body that will build, provided
they conform to the plan that was ori-
ginally made, which requires great uni-

- formity in the buildings. The world

cannot fhow a more regular little town,
' , R 4 ' - and

-
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and it is eficreafing every-day. ‘Thereis_
a fine round church and a fine covered
‘market, both placed in the' midft of the
village for the greater convenience of the
~ inhabitants that amount already to twe
thoufand. They generally live upon what
the court fpends when there, and with
letting part of their "houfes at that time.
It is pity that the air is not very good in
. the hotteft months. People are then
much fubject to tertian and quartan agues.
The King and court pafs here the months
- of May and June." In all his other coun-
-try-places, his Majefty’s retinue and the
Foreign Minifters get but mean accom-
. modations ; but here the cafe is different,
as the beft people in Madrid have built
themfelves houfes in order to pay their
~ court to the ng, who loves Aranjuéz -
in preference to all his other feats, and
‘with very good reafon in m.y opinion.-

Not many years ago a confiderable
~ breed of camels was Rept here for gran-
~ deur rather than for ufe: but it was neg-

o o leéted
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lected by degrees, and none are now left.
We had the fame thing in Tufcany dur-
ing the reign of the.two laft Grand.
Dukes of the Medicean ‘family.

. To defcribe material objets with the -
pen, and give an exact idea of gardens ,
and houfes, 1is utterly i_mpoﬁiblé'. * No--
. thing can do that but the pencil. Yet
by what I have here faid, I hope you will
be able to conceive that Aranjuéz is one
‘of the moft pleafing fpots in Europe.
A more pleafing () I have feen no.
where.. The French travelling countefs,
who faw it eighty years ago, was charmed
. with it: Yet it was not then half fo
beautiful as now, '

o

(a) Mr. Clark fays, that the Reyal Palace at.®

Aranjuiz. ss < a tolerable edifice,”” and the garden,
%< g dead flat.” . There are unlucky people in this
“world, whom mnothing can pleafe aut of their own
! ¢ountry, B

- LET-
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LETTER LIIL

Trifles, fuch_ as travel. and Juch as life
Jupply.

,‘;illaverde, O&. 6, 176, at night.

AM to pafs to-night in a very bad”

lodging. At the diftance of only

three miles frqm fuch a capital as Ma~.

drid, I expeCted to find a better, and
could not have thought that the ftraw-
~ bag weuld be of ufe.

Coming out of Aranjuéz I croffed the
- 'Tagus over five boats fo well contrived
and painted, that ynlefs a man is told,
he will miftake them for a ftone-bridge

of four arches. Thofe fame boats are

taken from thence upon particular occa-
fions, drawn higher up the rivér, and
placed in fuch a manner as to form a

. quadrangular fortification, which when

illuminated, as it is often done for the

diverfion of the court, exhibits a fine fhow

_ upon the water, , -

AN
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At that bridge begins one of the men-
tioned alleys formed with double rows of
- elm-trees. We entered it, and going
along it during more than a league,
~ reached another bridge which old age

. has rendered ruinous: but it'is foon to

be demolithed, “ as another juft by .it is
nearly finithed that will aﬁord a fafer ‘
pafage. '

That new. bndge is all made of white:
marb,le, and fo wide and magpnificent,
that the Ganges itfelf would be proud .
of it. The water under it, though per-
enhial, is at prefent but a flender brook :
yet at timeg is very large, when ‘a thaw
encreafes it with the fnow of the neigh-
bouring mountains.

Along the road from Aranjuéz to that
bridge there is ‘an amazing number of
marble-blocks fcattered about.  What
will be done with fuch a quantity of ma-
terials no bady could tell me. I fuppofe
it is the king’s intention to do greater

.and
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~and greater things about his favourite
villa. Hap[;y he, who, amongft other
things, can give a vent to the paffion
of building! That paffion, one of the
moft univerfal, attuates me fo ftrongly,

-that, if my will were equalled” by my,

power, the world would be adérned with
fabricks, to which the ancient capitol or
the modern St. Peter would be but trifles.
Never did Bibiena’s fanciful pencil draw
fuch vaft edifices as I would ereét: nor
is there any thing fo truly royal, in my
opinion, as to heap blocks upon })locks
in the various forms of palacés, temples,
aqueducts, theatres, amphitheatres, and
other fuch things. Lo

You will poffibly think me ridiculous
for laying my vain thoughts thus open,

But, was every body to tell what often-

fills his mind, and fuffer a Curféry view
to be taken of his airy caftles, many a
man whofe reputation for the right ufe
of his thoughts is much greater than

mine,
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mine, would not be deemed a vaft dcal,
wifer than myfelf. -

From the marble-bridge to this Vil-.
lawerde there are but two villages, Valde=
moro and Pinto, both very indifferent;
The intérmediate country looks ftrangely
barren, which is another thing I did not
expect to find fo near the Spanith metro-
polis.” I hear the bells of Madrid ring,
which gladdens the heart after having
croffed fo many tracts of filent defart.

To-morrow. I fhall fee a couple of
friends, all that I now have in Madrid,
‘One is the Britith conful-general, the
" other Don Felix d’Abreu, who was for
feveral years envoy-extraordinary from
Spain to'England. I knew them both
in Loridon, and they both-know of my
coming. I hope they will be as g]ad to'-
fee me, as I {hall to fee them. :

LET-
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“LETTER LIV.

A flinking town that gives Jfirangers the
bead-ach. Locanda means an inn. In-
Sruttions to travellers who bappen nat to
be overloaded with }nanqy.

Madrid, O&..7, 176bs
HE three miles from Villaverde. -
L to this metropolis I chofe to walk
this morning early, that I might con-
template it at leifure. :
Madrid lies in a good meafure on @
floping ground, which makes it appearto
great advantage from that fide by wiicly
" I came. Itsform approaches the circular,
and its diameter i is a little more than twor
- Englifh miles, ~The numerous fpires andt
cupolas promife well at a diftance,. and
_ feveral ample edifices fill your ﬁght as
you approach.
I entered it by the magnificent ﬂone-
bridge built by Philip II. over the river
Manzanares.’ A French traveller has

made
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"made himfelf very merry at the expence
of that bridge, and crack’d fome jefts:
upon the difproportion of it to the wa-
~ ter that runs under. -But Frenchmen,
like other. people, will eafily catch at op-
portunities of being cenforious in other
people’s countries. The fat is, that the
- Manzanares beccmes fometimes a confi-
derable river by the fudden melting of
the fnow on the neighbouring hills, and
is often half a mile broad in winter. |
Philip therefore did. a very proper thing
when he built a- large bridge over it,
-and ridiculous are thofe who pretend to
ridicule himon-this account.’ '
From the bridge to the gate of: the
. town there is a ftrait and wide avenue
of fine trees, which renders the entrance
on that fide very noble. But it is im-
poffible to tell how I was fhock’d at the
horrible ftink that feized me the inftant
I trufted myfelf within that gate !  So
offenfive a fenfation'is not to be-defcrib-
ed. - I felt a heat all about me, which
Co - . was
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was' caufed by the fetid vapours exhals
ing from numberlefs heaps of filth lying
~all about. My head was prefently dif
ordered by it, and the head-ach conti«
nued very painful from that moment.

I came to alight at an inn called /s
Locanda del Principe, which is kept by
‘one Zilio,; a merry Veneﬁan, and have
in it, that I may be as diftant as poﬁible
from the polluted ground. - But the

whole of the atmofphere is fo i imprgg=

nated with thofe vapours, that .1 think
them _unavoidab]c, was | to mount to
the third region of the air. This has dif-

gufted me fo much, that inftead of ftay.’

ing here a whole month, as T propofed,
I have already refolved to run away with=
in five or fix days at moft.

As I wanted fome reft after the fatigue
of a fortnight’s journey, I kept within
doors the remainder of the day, fo thag

‘ I cannot as yet tell you any thing of Ma- "
drid, but that i it ﬁ;nks like a Cloaca Maxi~
x me
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ma. 'The few ftreets which T have feen
-as I was coming to theinn, are all ftraight
and wide, and many of the houfes and
~ churches very fightly. Was it not for
. the abominable ordure that fcarcely leaves
a paffage to foot-paffengers along-fide
the walls, I fhould judge Madrid to
be one of the nobleft cities in Europe :

* but the fhocking ftink has made me re-

pent I came to fee it. I had read and
‘heard much of its filth, but thought
- that there was a great deal of exaggera-
tion in the account. My own eyes and
‘noftrils have now convinced me that I -
was miftaken. ‘
But why fhould we vex at what can-
not be helped ? Inftead of increafing
my prefent pain by telling, the beft
thing I can do, is to be gone -as foon
as I can, Should I ftay here but a
month, I fear my organs of fmell would
be deftroyed, and chufe not tp run the
ritk. My landlord Zi/io laughs broadly,
after the manner of his country, at my
wvexation, and fwears that his nofe (which
Vor. II. - 8 ‘ hs
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he pulls while he fwears) has been fo
long ufed to this fragrancy, that he can
walk about thefe ftreets with as much
indifference as he would in a field. Long
‘cuftom to be fure will reconcile any
body to any thing; but I would not ac-
quire it upon any confideration. Much
might here be heard and feen in 2 month,
very well worth hearing and feeing, arid I
am perfuaded that a while hence I fhail be
forry to have loft the opportunity of kiring-
ing myfelf tolerably acquainted with this
metropolis; but cannotendure the thoughs
of fatisfying my idle curiofity at the priee
of a month’s tqrment. -1 will not blame
the Spaniards for-hdving fuffered this evil
to encreafe upon them, age after age, in
tuch a manner, as to be now almoft paft
- remedy : but I will be gone, and nevér
think to fee this town again, except the
King fucceeds (2) in the fcheme they

(a) The King has carried bhis [cheme into execution
* four or five years after the date of this letter, and Madrid
is now one of the dleanefl towns in Exrope, .

s fay
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fay he has refolved upon to cleante. it;
which will prove a truly Hcrculean la-
bour. -
Mean while, to £ill up my evening, let
ime fet down here fome inftruction to the
traveller going the journey from Lifbon

to Madrid, that whoever chances upon’

thefe letters may go that road with more
facility and comfort, than I did for want
. of fuch an inftruétion.

The firft thing you muft do before you ‘
quit Lifbon, is to procure a pafiport from -

the fecretary of ftate, as without it you

would not be fuffered to go beyond Efire-
smor, but forced to turn back for one, and

even be in danger of a jail. The Portu-
guefe is perhaps the moft jealous, of Eu-
ropean governments, and will minutely
-know who and what the ftrangers are
that come into the country, or go out of
it: and people are there caft in prifon

. with very -little cerémony, as the public

.voice - informed me. Befides then the

avoidmg of -danger, -there is this addi- -

S 2 . tional

B T L
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tional advantage in having a pafiport,

that by .fthowing it to the cuftom-men,

they- will-not open your trunks, efpeci-

ally if you are dexterous enough to flip

a filver- coin into the paw of any of them.

It is very difagreeable to have one’s

things difcompofed by fuch vifiters, who

muft be civilly fpoken teo both in Portu-

gal and Spain, that they may not take it

into their heads to give you the trouble

~which it is always in - their power to
give. Yet take very great care-to-have’

nothing : fubject to pay cuftom, no new

fhirts, no new handkerchiefs, new ftock~

ings, new fhoes, new any thing ; or you

will in fome place or other be vexed more:

than you arc:aware. Have no books

with yoxi but what -are Spanifh, Portu- '

guefe, or Italian. A friend of mine who

wanted to carry an Englifh-book to Ma-

- drid, took care ta pafte the image of. St.
Anthony on the-firft leaf, and thus faved
it from comfifdation. If you have Eng-
lith, Dutch, or.even French books, .ar
: o any

.7
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any thing that is qunte new, though ap-

. parentlyYor your perfonal ufe, declare it

to the cuftom-men before they begin
their fearch if you fee them refolved upon
it, and even before; or you. may re-
pent it.

The paflport being got fend for- thofe
<dleffeiros who live at Aldeag&llega, and
not for thofe of Lifbon, whom you mufk
only hire when you intend to travel on
the weftern fide of the Tagus. On the
eaftern it is much better to have the Als
 deagallegans, who keep their beafts and
yehicles in that village, as their conftarit
occupation is to go backwards and for-
wards on the Madrid-road, which makes
them better acquainted with it than: the
Lifboners, befides that they hire thems
felves cheaper likewife.

With them you muft have your bargaln‘
in writing.  Any chaife with two mules
from Aldeagallega to Madrid is com-
monly paid at the rate of fix thirty-fix-
fhillings pieces in fummcr, and feven in

S 3 ’ winter.
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4

winter. Forget not the condition that
~they ‘go through Toledo and Aranjuez,
if you have a mind to go through thofe
two places, which are certainly worth
your feemg When your .bargam is
figned, the artful fellows will tell you
that you fhall want oxen at the Puerto
de Truxillo to draw you up that fteep and
broken hill. ~ Hearing this, I was fimple -
enough to give two or three crofadoes
gbove my bargain on their verbal pro-
mife that they would look themfelves
for the oxen. But, when at Truxillo,
they pretended that no oxen eculd beé
got; and-kept the crafadoes. The con-
fequence of it was, that my chaife was -
overturned, and my trunk behind almoft |
broken to pieces down the roeky decli=
vity, Therefore keep your money, and
when you reach Truxillo, bid -them to
look for ‘the oxen, and pay a crufado
a-piece to the two men that fhall come
with them to drag your chaife up that
hard and. dangercus pafs.

; - ‘1 always
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1 always found it a very great inconve-
nience to carry many conveniencies on a
long journey. Inftead theréfore of pro- -
viding myfelf with a bed and feveral
pietes of kitchen-furniture, as fome

- people had advifed me, I chofe to take
my .chance as to eating, and would have
“nothing extraordinary but a ftraw-bag
and fheets. Should you be more deli-
cate you may have a knife, fpoon, and
fork, a drinking-glafs, fome towels, &
pot to boil meat, and a hand-candleftick

- with fome wax-tapers.

If you have a fervant who can- play
the cook, fo much the better; if not,
you ‘muft fhift as well as you can. At
the eftallages and pofadas you will find
in general no other victuals, but a mefs
of garavanzes and judias (dry chick-peaje
and French beans) boiled in oil and wa-

‘ter, ‘with a ftrong dofe of pepper, and
a dith. of bacallao and fardinas (flock-
~ fifp and pilchards) feafoned likewife with
pepper and oil.  Not an ounce of butter
S S 4 ' i yvill
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will you find during the whole journey,
except at Aranjuez.. This at leaft was
' my cafe. If you have no mind-to put up
with fuch dainties, be careful whenever
you come to a town or village to buy

meat, fowls, and game. Game efpeci-

ally I found in abundance wherever.I

ftopped, and- excellent partridges above
all. New-laid eggs you will often find

likewife. If you have no fervant, there

is always fome woman who will drefs

you any thing for a {fmall reward. In a-

bungling manner, ’tis true: but what
fignifies that ? Their way of roafting is,
to trufs the meat or bird on the point of
a fhort hand-fpit, and turn it round and

-round oveér a flame made of rofemary .
or thyme, which abound every where
* in Allentejo and Eftremadura; “Tis dn
odd wdy; yet not fo bad ‘as one may °
imagine, efpecially ‘when helped by a
good appetite ; and an appetite is never
wanting through thofe regions, where
he air- 18 puxﬁ and iharp In largg -

towns,
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fowns, fuch as Badajoz, Merida, Tala-
* vera, and Toledo, the art of cookery is
pradtifed in a lefs Tartarick manner ; but
in villages, wentas, and effallages, that is
- the common fnethod. Were any of their
kitchens ornamented with a jack, it is
my opinion that the inhabitants of the
provinces round would flock to fee it for
a:wonder, as the boys and girls ran to
look at my watch at Talaverola.

If you- travel in a proper feafon, as
~was my cafe, provide yourfelf with a
batket. You meet then with grapes,
figs, melons, and other fruit in the neigh-"
bourhood of almoft every hahitation.
Fill your bafket with them, and they
- will be .of ufe againft the heat, which"
~ often proves troublefome. The peafants,
both.in Po;'tugal and Spain, I have found
very kind. They would fill my bafket
.with the beft fruit they had as I went by
their vineyards, and be thankful for a
~ real; nay, fome werg fo generous-as to
sefufe money, though they had given me
‘ 1 what .
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what would have fold for .guineas in

England. It is one of the bleflings of

unfrequented regions, that the peafants

are hofpitable: but where every trifle

may be turmed into money, money wﬂl
be expeted for every trifle. ‘

Whether you have a bed, or only a
firaw-bag, take care to have the room
well fwept: where you are to lie, and
have your couch placed at a diftance
from the walls; or you will have your
fleep interrupted by various kinds of in--
fe&ts, which propagate wonderfully in
fo warm and poor a country.

Some people are apt to figure dangers
in diftant regions, fancy robbers fwarm-
ing on every road, and cut-throats at
every inn. For my part I never met with
any in my various rambles through feve
ral regions of Europe. However, it.
will be prudent.to carry piftols, and fo
place them in the chaife, that they may
edfily be feen. Have them in your
hands as you alight, that people may *

take
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take. notice how well you aré | prepated
againft any attack. -My Batifte' wears a
broad hanger by his fide, dnd is pofiefied

- befides of ‘a frightful mufket, which he

hasalways in view. - The low people of
every ‘mation I neves cbfeived tobe much
daring - agamnft .ftrangess when the leaft -

refiftanice is - apprehnded:; therefere the

‘precautxon of fthowing fire-arms will ge-

nerally preclude all temptatlon to aﬁ'ault a
travelter, =
_ Aboveiall, do not forget a good Bors

‘ rdcba in warim weather.- Both in Portu- -

gal and Spain, good wine is to be found
1 many -places. .Fill ‘it with the beft,
and cool it by a plunge into fomé brook
or river. ‘The’runming waters from Al+
deagallega to Madrid I found to be all very
cold, They would refrefh my wine in

_a few midutes, . ‘But {uffer not your ea-

. Jefleros to meddle with it as often as they -

would *chufe, otherwife they become

quarrelfome or impertinent; befides that

they arc alrcady too apt to fleep on their
ST - mules,
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rhules, and endanger your neck together;
with their own for want of vigilance.:
If you canmet kecp them awake, abltzin

from fleeping yourfelf in your wehicle;:

efpecially. amidft the mountains. .. Thg:
mules are fure-footed, and feem to haves
a full fenfe of danger when there: is duiy
ger: yet 3 man muft take.care of himw
felf. S
You will meet with beggars in various:
places ; and. I am far from difcommend.
ing liberality to thofe: who could fcarcely:
find employment if they had ever fo.
great a mind to work. But there is a
breed of them in Eftremadura, who, be=
fides afking your charity, infitt upon your,
kiffing their greafy crucifizes and mado-
nas. Give nothing to them, except you
intend to kifs their images, becaufe they
have much more at heart the credit of thofe
imnages, than are defirous of your ochaves
and quartilos. If yot give them good wards
inftead of money, they will esfily let you
alone; but if you gwc any thing and re-
fufe
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fufe to kifs, yau will have a deal of foul
langnage, be your alms ever fo great.
.-Have always fome f{pare-rope in the
/ hox of your chaif¢ to tie your trunks again
upon occafion. In a country where no-
thing is cver at hand that you may
chance to need, the want of a bit of rope:
-will fornetimes put a traveller to a great -
deal of trouble, I am even ufed to carry
" fome nails and -2 hammer ; nor will it be
amifs to look whenever you alight, whe-
ther the trunks are fafely tyed efpecially

in jolting roads. z
" Trifling as thefe advices may appear,
you may poffibly find them ufeful. Xeno-
‘phon thought it not unworthy to be de-'-
livered to pofterity, that Cyrus, amidft
his other military provifions, took care
that his foldiers fhould have fpare thongs,
'by which they might bundle up their
" .meceflaries or their plunder. However,
I do not intend them for thofe who have
money- at command, who, inftead of go- -
mg a flow mule-pace, may fend men and
- “mules



I o6 g

‘fhules before, to have them ready where-
ever they pleafe, and change them from
ftage to ftage. He who can afford the
expence, will be thus able to go in five
or fix days the journey which I employed
a full fortnight in performing. -

Nor muft you .grumble at numerous
inconveniéncies on that road, which has
its pleafures as well as pains. ~Befides the
fatisfation naturally afforded by the in-

- fpection of new modes, of life, he that”

goes from Lifbon to Madrid has or may
have almoft every night the pleafure of a
dance, which to a ‘well—difpbfed mind is
not a {mall enjoyment, as dancing gene=
- rally fufpends all feelings of mifery, and
makes people happy for the time, The
-beholding of content in others cannot
but raife pleafing fentiments ia ourfelves.
Wherever you -come at night, there is
always fome body: that plays on the guit-
tar, or if there is none, you may hawe
onie for the leaft trifle: by which meatis
- you prefentdy gather together all the

~ young

—_—— e —— -
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young men and women that’ nre within
reach ; and -an hour is thus agltcably
fpeat. 'This at leaft has been my cafe
for feveral nights,

LETTER LV.

A cunning queen. ‘The palace almofl finifbed,
' Confidence in Pru]is A vaff many
pictures, and wby Mijfals like Atla: sé
Neither grave, nor over-civil, nor res
Jerved, 'nor jealous. A Tertulia 75 ¢

pretty thing. Leave alla Spagnuola,
Rice a la Valenciana, '

. Madrid, 0O&. 8, 176;.
AST mght I fent a note to.my
. friend Don Felix d’Abreu, -ac+
quainting him with my arrival, and pro-
mifing him my company to-day at.din-
ner, on condition he would forbear his
French ragoos for once, and give mea
trge Spanith dinner. His anfwer- was,
" that he would comply with my whim,
4nd call upon me early this morning:
: 4 . He
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He did fo, and took me to fec the.
King’s new -palace that was what 1
wanted moft to fee in Madrid, not only
becaufe it had ftruck me as I beheld it
‘yefterday at a diftance, but alfo becaufe
1 have not forgot Szgnor Sacchetti the ar-
chite& of it, who was our father’s inti-
mate friend and fellow-ftudlent in archi--
teCture under -Don Philip Fuvara the
famous Sicilian, who left fo many fpe-
cimens of his abilities in and about Tu-
rin, But before I attempt to give you'
fome idea of that edifice, let me tell you.
the reafon why it was ereted upon Sac-
chetti’s plan inftead of Juvara’s.

In the sear 1734 the antient royal pa-
lace in Madrid was ‘burnt down, I know
not by ‘what accident. ‘King Philip V.
wanting another, and being told that
Javara was réckoned the beft architect-of
the age, requefted him of ourKing, ‘in
whofe fervice he had beén for many years..

On Juvara’s arrival at Madrid e was
grdcred to make 2 model." ‘But while he

‘ ‘T was.




[ 273 1

was about it,” it fo happened that Eliza-
. beth Farnefe, the King’s fecond . wifey
who managed her hufband as fhe pleafed,
began to think of a war which was to
procure a_fettlement in Italy to her fon
Charles. Inftead therefore of laymg oug
in building, according to the King’s in-
tention, - the feveral milions deftined to*
that purpofe, fhe thought to have them
kept for the occafions of that war.

. This-fcheme of the queen Xou may
eafily,guefs that Juvara was not to be ap-
prifed: of, nor was he ever polmcxag.
engugh to give the leaft guefs atr it.. He
haftened to compofe his model, which he
did not in the lealt doubt but would be
- brought into execution, as .the. Q,_.en
herfelf affefted to follicit the complcnon
ofit. ;.

_The model took time in makmg but
whcn -, was brought under the ngs
eye for approbation, Patino who was his
firft minjfter having bgen entmﬁcd by
the Qugen, with her fccret and. rcfolved
"~ Vou. Il T to
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to ftick by her, reprefented to the King; .
that Juvara had contrived an habitiontoo
fmall for a monarch, of Spain to live in,
and infifted upon the architect’s giving
a plan more proportionate to the grandeur
of its future inhabitants, '

Phillip was the dupe of Patifo’s ﬂatter—
ing objefion, efpecially as the Quetft
declared for the fame opinion ; nor was
Juvara himfelf much difpléafed when he
heard it was their majefties intention
that he fhould go to the utmoft of his
powers, and think of a houfe more pro-
portionate both to his own abxlmcs and
the King’s treafures. -

Within ‘three years “Juvara’ prbduced
another model, {o very grand; that he was
fure no objettion could beraifed dgainft it
ither on account of its fize orits magnis
ficence ; and he had the momentary fatis-
Faction to hear Kimfelf much -praifed by
the whole court for the greatnefs of -his
'xdeas But on his dchvcx*mg the calcu~
latxon of te expcnce which the buﬂdmg; .

- - would
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would require, amounting to more thati

thirty millions fterling, the Queen and
her confidant ‘raifed the obvious ob]ec- |
tion that the King’s finances could not
reach fo-hijgh. The poor architect was
thetefore ordered to think of a third plap
that kept equidiftant from the littlenefs
of the firft and thegreatnefs of the fecond:
.. To remonftrate 4gainft this decifion
had been perfeétly abfurd : but while he
was bufyabout it, the war broke out that..
. had been -long hafching; the Spanith
-doubloons, began to flow faft into Italy;
and Juvara with his plans were of courfe
hegleGted. Scarcely was he fuffered to
open ‘his lips about building when he ap-
~ peared at court, and Patino in particular
_raifed fo many difficulties whenever he.
~dared to thow any of his drawmgs to the
: ng, that at laft he died broken—hearted, ,
probably to the great fatisfaction of the -
crafty minifter who had long fpirited him

'up to be very grand in his fecond model,
: T 2 ~ Soon
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" Scon after Jurava's death, the King,
who was really in earrieft about having a
‘palace, enquired whether Juvara had left.
behind any difciples capable to make ufe
of the defigns of their mafter. The King
of Sardinia had two ; that is, Sacchetti
and our father. Sacchetti being reckoned
the beft, was fent to Spain, where he
made the model of this prefent palace,
which was approved of, as the war was
approaching to itsend. The impatient
“"King would have it begun in fpight of
feveral difficulties raifed by his minifter;
yet the continuance of the war made it
be carried on fo very leifurely,, as if the
intention had been to have ne palace at
all. .; However as foon as the peace’ was
concluded, the queen herfelf pufhed on
the work at fuch a rate, that Sacchetti
. had the fatisfation to fee it advance very
fatt.” He is il alive, butfo old andin-
firm, that I fear I fhall quit this town.
without fieing him, as no body is now

ad-
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admitted to the fide of that bed to which
he has long been confined, Within five |
or fix years at moft, the palace will be
‘entirely finithed, and - fit to receive its.
royal gueft with all his family.

This anecdote would probably have been
buried in perpetual filence, had not the
prefent King told it himfelf in a fit of good |
humour to fome of his attendants, the
firft time he went to fee the palace after
his return from Naples : and' I think it
fingular enough to defervea place in this -
letter, gs it fets off thelong reach of Queen

“Elizabeth’s politicks, the craftinefs of a
ftatefman, and the ﬁmple creduhty of a
celebrated artift. )

To give you now an accurate defcrip-
tion of Sacchetti’s huge work, is what I
cannot even attempt. It is enough.to

. fay, that its form is exaltly quadrangular,
and each of the four fronts very near
alike. The firft floor has twenty one
windows in each front. It has a large

regular fquare before, and a fpacious
T 3 field
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ficld behind. One of its fides is turned
towards the town, and the oppofite has
an extenfive profpe€t of the country,
which it overlooks .evén from the loweft
windows, as it ftands on an eminence
about piftol-fhot from the river Manza-
nares. It is compofed of three ftories
ander-ground, and five above-ground,
“The rooms ‘(or cellarsy of the lower ftory
under-ground are fo cold, ‘that I didnot_
chufe to vifit many. I thought myfelf
- In an'ice-houfe. They fay that the whole
of that lower ftory is-to'ferve as a repo-
fitory of the eatables. The kitchens will
“fake up the ftory over it ; and over.thg
kitchens ‘all the people employed in them )
will be lodged '
Thofe three ftories are fo wcll con-,
trlved ‘that even the lowermoft is not ta-
tally deprived of light. But its ‘great
depth renders it fo damp, that ‘though
it is very ‘cold, they fay it breeds abun-
dance of fcorpions and fpidery, and even
many infe&s never known beforein the -
kmg—-




[. 279 ]

.kingdom ; which will make the whole
ftory (&) be filled up.

. As to the apartments over the kitch-
ens-ftory, they are fo lofty and fo well
lighted, that they feem intended for
much higher perfons than cooks and
fcullions. I have not counted the fteps
from the ground-floor to the bottom of
that wonderous fubterranean ; but there
are fo many, that the fatigue of com1ng'~
up was far from inconfiderable.

If the wunderground apartments are
grand, you may eafily think that thofe
above-ground cannot be mean. Thofé
.on the ground-floor are already inhabited
by fome of the great officers at -court.
The King’s apartments are over thofe of"
the great officers. The King’s b_rbthér '
" .and children will be lodged in the thixd

-ﬁory, and the fourth and fifth OCCUPlcd
-by 'their attendants. \

{s) Tbey did ﬁ nat long after the date of tbu letter,
T 4 As
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As none of the four upper ftories i
as- yet entirely finifhed, .but all-are .en-
cumbered with the fcaffolds, materials,
and tools of feven hundred workmen dai-
ly employed in them, I could fee no-
thing fo diftinéty as to receive much fa-
tisfaction from the infpetion : but this
I could eafily comprehend upon ‘a cusfory
’vicw., that when the whole fhall be com-
pleated, the king of Spain will -be at leaft
as magnificently lodgedas any monarch in
Europe, efpecially if ‘the two wings are
continued that fhall enclofe the fquare
.court before she palace,

Several of the rooms and halls of the
'King’s apartments will then have their
eeilings painted, fome by two Italians
‘called Corrado and Trepolo, fome by a
" German called Mengs, {fome by a French-
man called Bayex, and fome by a Spa-
niard called Velafguez. Emulation, it is
to be fuppofed, has made them all do
" their beft. In my private opinion, - Cor-
rado’s
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rada s invention.is more: fanciful and va<

rious tan that of the reft: but Mengs is

by far the beft painter, ashis invention

is not much inferior to Corrads’s, his - -

defign much more corre, and his
colouring quite magick. The King
«thinks him the greateft painter of the age,
and as His Majefty has been from his

infancy ufed to live in apartments rich in

pituresof the beft kind, his opinion muft
‘.certainly’ carry a great weight, what-
ever contempt fome cynicks may affect
for the connoifleurfhip of a king. Some
other of thofe ceilings are to be orna-
mented with various carvings, gildings,
‘and ftucco’s, and fome other ftill in
other manners. But, as I faid, every
thing is at prefent in the utmoft confu-
fion, as nothing is yet peifectly finithed.
Several of the room-walls efpecially
_in the King’s apartments, are encrufted
- with variéus kinds of Spanifh marbles.
Thofe brought from Andalufia in parti-
cular, take a moft furpnﬁng polith, and
look

-
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Yook as beautiful agany antique marbles.
It would be endlefs to fpeak of the
variety and beauty of the flowers, fome
compofed . by curious affemblages of fe-
veral -Indian wodds, fome by a great va-
riety of the moft fingular ftones, and .
. marbles that Spain and Italy can afford.
But befides the rich furnifure deflined
to each of the royal apartments, fome
‘pieces of which are already placed, the
King is pofieffed of an immenfe colleftion
of Italian and Flemifh pictures, part of
which is intended for thofe apartments.
1 was fhown fome Rupbacls Titian's,
Giordano's Vandike's and Ruben's, that
are aftonithingly fine and well preferved;
befidesfome old Velafguez's and Murillo’s,
juftly held in the higheft eftimation. It
is to be hoped, when the palace is per-
fectly finithed and furnifhed, that . the
King will order a catalogue and .defcrip-
tion of them, .along with the plan and'
elevation of this magnificent fabrick, for
tlie - farther advancement of the . polite
S arts,
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arts, and the ﬁstlsfa&wn of thofe' who
Jove-them.

* What ftruck me moft there, was the
entrance at the great gate, and the royal
ehapel. That entrance, fupported by a
good number of lofty ftone-pillars, has
been contrived after the Italian and net
after the French manner. I mean that
the King, when coming home, will
alight from his coach under cover, which
is what ‘the king of France camnot do
at Verfailles, where he muft .alight in
the open air, and be wet for a moment
‘In rainy weather. ‘ '
~ As to the royal chapel it. will likewife

be much finer than that at Verfailles.
No coft has been fpared to make it .the.
richeft thing in the world: yet its rich-
nefs. does not take -from its elegance.
Mafles are already celebrated in it. But
it'ftartled me a little to read in a label
- over the-door, Oy fe faca-anima; that is,
To-day a Joul is drawn out of purgatory,
meanmg that'a Prmleged mafs is cele-
~ brated
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brated there, which is to bring about |
fuch a wonderful deliverance. I have
not forgot in ten years of Englith life
what the effect is of papal indulgencies,
but have never obferved our priefts in
Italy-to be fo peremptoty on this fubject,
. as that infcription comes to. ' Since the
Spanith priefts are fo pofitive about the
. power of fome particular maffes faid in
_ this chapel, ‘the King would do well to
keep them conftantly employed .in that
goad work, and force them to empty
that excruciating place as faft as it fills.

"The facrifty belonging to the chapel
is likewife very fine and already deco-
rated with feveral of the beft pittures
that éver our beft mafters painted. .

As I feemed furprifed at the vaft num-
ber of the Italian and Flemifh chef-
d’éeuvres .poflefled by this- King, Don,
Felix informed me that a great many of
them had been fucceffively brought over
" i former times by the Spanifh Viceroys
‘of Naples and the Governors of Flanders

1 ~ and

-
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and Milan, who generally took care when
in thofe employments to collet as many
as they could.

This accounts very well for thexr fur-
‘prifing number. ‘The greateft part- df
thofe pittures fell one after another into
the hands of the fucceffive Kings, and 'fo
many of  them are now in Spain, that,
were they all colletted togetherin a fuit-
able place, the galleries of Orleans and
Luxemburg at Paris. would be no great
matter in comparifon. Nor muft I for-
.get that in this King’s colletion there
-are fome, whiclr belonged to the unfor-
tunate Charles I. of England, vilely
fold to Spain by his rebellious fubjeéts.

Befides thofe many pictures that were
brought over' by thofe Governors and
Viceroys, and thofe bought from the
Englith, the -emperor Charles V. called
-over to Spain the illuftrious T:tian, who
left both in Madrid and the Efcurial ftill
. -greater works than .thofe he. left at Ve-
nice. Then j‘acopa Baffano,: vaarmz of

- Bergamo,
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Bergamo, Facipo Trezzo, the two Leons's
of Milan, Lucchetto of Genoa, Pelligrini
of Bologna, Zuccars of Urbino, Lucd
Giordano, and feveral others, who refided
long in Spain during the reigns of thres
fucceffive Philips, have left numberlefs
performances at Madrid, the Efcurial,
Aranjucz, St. Idefonfo, and other parts
of this kingdom.

In theorgan-place of -the toyal chapel
there are feventy different miffals, which
- contain whatever is fung there.through-
out the year by the numerous band of
. the ng s muficians. “Thofe miffals are

. all as large as the largeft-atlas’s; their
leaves of vellum, al nobly bound, and -
‘rolling on brafs-pulleys fixed to their
bottoms, that they may eafily be taken
out of their fhelves and replaced.

"~ "But.what is furprifing in the greatef¥
part of them, are the miniatures round
“many -of the margins of their leaves.
‘Thofe painted by Doz Luwsis . Melendeg
.efpecraily are fuperior to any thing of
‘ that
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that kind. - I gazed .over feveral ‘of them
with admiration. The man is ftill alives
but king Ferdinand and queen Barbara,
~ who kept him long employed in that
work, forgot to make any provifion for
_him, and I am told that e lives fiow in
poverty and obfcutity. Indeed, it is great
pity if this is true ! So excellent an artifd
would havemade a great fortune in Eng«
land, and in a little time.
. 'The court-yard of the palaoc, eavi+
,roned by a very grand portico, is fo very
wide that fifty coaches might wheel ‘to. .
gether in it without ‘much obftrutting
cach other.  On, ‘the outfide of the great
gate, and along the chief front of the
edifice, there are. placed on high pe-
deftals eight pecdeftrian fiatuts, fome  of -
which reprefent thofe amengft the.antient
"Roman emperors who were matives o
‘8pain, - ‘Thefe Ratugs -are.of that fize
that fculptors call beroical. Not béing
‘gigintic cnough 'In the. 0pxmen of
the kmg, and dlfpropomonate to the
4 palace,
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palace, T am told that his Majefty has
already ordered to have (a) thcm taken
awdy. .

. Having fpent about four hours in my
vifit to this royal palace, -1 went to pay
my refpelts to my other friend, the Bri-
tith conful-general, whom I had likewife
apprifed laft night of my arrival, and
- converfed two.hours with him, chiefly
about the prefent ftate of literature in
this kingdom, with which I want to
bring myfelf a little acquainted, but’
fhall not have time enough to do it
Then, after a tour in Don Felix’s coach
through feveral fine but nafty ftreets,
which encreafed much my head-ake -and
deftroyed my appetite, I went to eat his
" Spanifh viGtuals. We were five at dinner;
that is, Dén Felix, one of his younger
brothers who is an officer, two other
Spamfh gentlemen, and myfdf The :

% " (a) This was effected mtlmg after the date g’ this
ﬂel'
‘ table-
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table-talk ran on the royal ,palace and thg
prefent war. As to the palace we werg
foon of a mihd, that it will be one of
the grandef things in Europe when it is
finifhed ; and with regard to the war,
none of them feemed much inclined to
the French fide, but hoped that the couit
of France would never .fuccged in their
efforts to bring them into it, now gfpeci-
ally that the Englifh have been lang vic-
torious both in Germany and at fea. Don
- Felix, who has been in England eleven
years in a public character, and is as well
.aequamted with its force as_any of the
King’s minifters, cannot bear the thoughts
of going to war with it, though fufficient-
ly provoked by the infolence, as he ealls
it, of fome Englifh minifter who has been
bullying them long with contemptuous
fpeeches in parliament, Befides the into-
lerable abufe of fome Englith fcribblers
poured upon the Spanifh nation on occa- |
. fion of a French fhip taken by an Englith
prwateer in fight of the Spanith coaft, . .
Vor. IL U which,
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which the magiftrates of Spain declared
to be an illegal capture. We have beep
more than once provoked by the Englith,
both in Europe and America, fays Don
Felix : yetI think we ought to keep our
peace for the prefent. ‘The French navy -
is-very near deftroyed, and it is a jeft to
fay that ours alone can cope with that of
England. Thisis his opinion: yet he
freely ‘owns, that his influence in the
King’s council is below nothing, though
he is a Confejero de guerra (a member of.
the council of war), and he is fill per-
fuaded that other notions (z) will pre-
vail, :
But let us drop pollticks. At the end
“of this letter, and for the ufe of a certain
‘houfewife at home, 1 will write down
the receipt of one of the difhes we had’
“at dininer. It was almoft the only one
1 sould touch ; not out of any diftafte to

* (a) This was the cafe foon after, which proved
very demmmtal to Spain, and of me advantage to
France.. '

‘the
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. the genume Spamlh cookery, which 1
think as good as any by the fpecxmen |
thad of it to-day, but becaufe my ftomach’
was much difordered by the horrible
filthinefs I had feen again, and the ftink
1 had again "colleCted. in my noftrils, 1
~ fee plainly that I fhall neither enjoy good
viCtuals nor good company in this town,
~‘and will be gone as foon as I can. Itis
‘impoffible to yield to the folhcxtatlons of
my two friends; who would have me
kecp up to my original plan of ftopping
here a full month, That ftink is in-
fupportable

- When the table-cloth was rcmoved, .
we did not amufe ourfelves with circu-
lating the bottle after the Englifh manner,
but drank a difh of coffee, and upon that

a dram of marafchino ¢ then leaving our
table-companions to contrivea folid peace
between the belligerant powers, Don
Felix took me to fome of his relations, to
whom laft night, on receiving my note;

- he had promifed my acquaintance. They
U2 all
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all received me inr fuch a manner, as to
make me give up at once my old notion,

‘that the Spaniards were a grave, oveg- _

civyl, and referved people. As foon 3p
men "and ladxcs ta}ked rqund thh ,muclp-
volubilityand fprightlinefs, and feemed to
confider me at once as an.old acquaint-
ance. . Apother of my netions was, that
the Spaniards ‘are jealous; but aboyt
_ thirty ladies whom I faw ta-night af 3
Tertylia, behaved (with fuch alertpefs,
fpoke and were fpoken to with fuch ap
~unconcernednefs by every man there,
that I cannot fofter any -longer that
notion neither. That there are Spaniards

fubje&t to the paffion of jealoyfy, js pro= .

bable; but that it is one of their chargcs
terifticks to be fubjedt to it, I haye feen
already enough of -them to contradict it.
. T am confident. that you will be of my
mind on reading the following accoung
of the Tertulia -at which I ha}ye affilted

(,o-mght. 3

‘* o It.
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It is a cuftom amongft the Spanithla<
dies to have their friends at their houfes
feveral times every month, fomc oftener,
-and fome feldomer.

When a lady intends this, the fends
riotice to Her female acquaintance, that
on fuch a night fhé fhall have a Terrulia.
_The notice implies an invitation. She
‘that receives "fuch a meﬁ'age,' fails not' to
. tell her male-acquaintance, that on fuch'
‘anight fhe fhall be at fuch a Tertulia,
and this likewift implies an invitation.’
A coufin of Don Felix had the goodnefs’
to explain to me this piece of Spa'ni'fh' .
fnanners, as_we both attended hcr at a .
Tertulia.

Oh our alighting out of her coack T
could' not help obferving, that the gate of
the lady’s houfe -where fhe carried’ ws,
wa$ wide opén, and no porter or any
‘body there to guard it, as is ufual in
England at every door you intend to en-
ter. Two fervants who rode behind’ her
coach with flambeaux, lighted us up a

U3 large
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large ftair-cafe. ,The mafter of the hqufe ‘
received us at the door of his firft apart+
ment, handed our lady to the room where
his wife was with thofe, of her femaleac-,

- quaintance' that had got thither before:
us ; and having feen her in, came back
to us to pay me fuch civilities as are ge-
ncrally ufed to ftrangers. .

The room where Don Felix and I were -
iptroduced, was full of gentlemen almoft all
in laced coats. Some ftood, fome fat, fomg
talked, and fome gazed, as it happens in
large companies. Half an-hour after,
feveral fervants who had waited on the
ladies in the miftrefs's chamber with yin-
frefco’s, brought fome to us.  The cere-
mony of ferving them' was this. A foot_;
Jman figft put a filver-plate into the hands
of each man prefent 5 then another pre-
fented filyer cup-boards loaded with bif-
cuits' made of fugar, after a manner I ne-~ )
ver faw ¢elfewhere, They are full of hol- '

- Jows like a fpongc,' and extremely. light.r
EaCh of us took one along with a glafs of

- lcmonadc,
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lemonade, and brought it to our plate:
then dipping it,into the lemonade, in -
which it inftantly diffolved, drank the
lemonade out. Chocolate then was diftri-
buted round, which being drank, the fer-
vants came for the empty difhes and the |
filver-plates. ‘ .
“We then continued in converfation for
another half hour ; when, behold! The
~ lady-of the houfe comes out of her room
_followed by all the ladies fhe had with
.her. We formed ourfelves in two rows
one on each fide of them: As the lady
went by me her hufband prefented me
to her as a ftranger, which procured me
a chearful ﬁmlc and fome very pretty '
words, '
None of the ladies went by but had '
fomething refpeétful or affectionate faid
to her by fome man or other, and their
anfwers ran in the fame ftrain. At the
end of the room in which we were, there
Was another, where. the ladies entered
ll-mell without making the leaft cere~
- U 4 mony '
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mhony at the doer, but the neareft getting
i dire@ly, whether youag or old, mar-
ried’ or unmarried: .
.+ As foon as they were in, we followed,
‘and found them all fitting on the Effrady, .
whicl isa continued feat that runs round .
the room clofe to the wall.

In a corner of that room there was a
Targe table covered with as many difhes
as: it could hold¢ flled with various eat-
able; A large Perigord-pafty in the .
middle, g couple of roaffed: Turkeys: on:
. the fides of the pafty, with ham, fowls,
gatne, faufages, fallads, caparrones (a kind
of " capers as big as filberts,) =zebrero (a
kindiof cheefe from the kingdom of Ga-
licia) &ec. &c. In fhort this was a cold
eclation no lefs-plentiful’ than elegant.

- The . mafter, with the help. of fome of

the company, all: ftanding, quickly fell
# carving, while the remainder of us
Matched mapkins out of a-heap-of them
that was on-anotlier table, ran-to: fpread
. them .on: the ladies knees; then' went
: » back
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back for plates, knives, and forks; plas
ced them on their napkins; then went
to get fuch victuals as they bid' us to get;
then ftoeping or-kneeling by them while .
" they were eating, amufed them as well as
we could, faying what came uppermoft,
" with fuch hilarity and pleafantnefs, that
I never was prefent at any fcene more de-
ightful. S
Amongft fo many ladies you may ea-
. fily imagine that fome there were, whohad
‘neither youth nor beauty. Yet none had
reafon to lament the abfence of either, as
they were all ferved without the leaft ap-
parent predilection, which I thought a
. vety remarkable piece of Spanifh polite~
“nefs.- No fervant- meddled: with themy
during that kind ‘of fupper. They ail ate’
‘heartily, and the greateft part drank wa~ :
fer. ’ - :
~ THe merry meal being ended: (and &
merry one it was) they all got up, and
ftill following the Lady of the Houfe, went
eut-of that room intoamuch larger, leav-
.1 ing
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ing us all behind, They were no fooney
gone, than we fell on the remnants with:
a chearfulnefs no where to be met with:
but in this country. The mott jolly fet of.
¥enetians would have appeared grave iny
comparifon of my Spamards at the Terw:
tulia, :
. The rule is to have a concert after fup-
per, partly compofed of hired muficians,
‘and partly of the gentlemen who can
blow or fipger any inftrument: ‘Some of
4h¢ ladies would alfo have fung, and a

ball would have followed, as the confti= |

tuent parts of a Tersulic are the fupper,

the concert and the ball. But as the

Queen 1s juft dead, mufick and dancing
were forborn, and recourfe had to cards
ta confume the evening. Several card-
tables were placed in the room, and we
played -at Manillia, a fafhionable game
here, not unlike’ Quadrille.  The lady of
" the houf¢ did me the honour, as a ftranger
to chufe me for her partner, and laughed
prcttzly off a few blunders I committed as

oo ' a no-
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a novice at that game. -But, asfar as’
Icould fee, neither ladies nor gentlemcn.
mimded much their cards, the Spamards
delighting much more in talking than in
playing. No card-money was put under.
the candleftick 3s there is no fuch cuftom’
in this town.

About eleven the company began to
fteal away alla Spagnuola, as.we fay in
Italy : that is, without giving the leaft
warning of their going either to the maf-
ter or miftrefs of the houfe. It was twelve
when Don Felix fat me down at my
Locanda with a promife to' call again ear~
ly on me to-morrow morning. Here you
have - ' ‘

. AREcerrT todrefs’ARRSZ ala I/_'aleriéi—=

ana; that is, RICE gfter the manner ¢f
Valencia. '

. Take pigs-feet, mutton-trotters, bacors;
new faufages and bogs-blood-puddings. Boil
all together fo long, that the -banes be eafily
 taken off.  Cut the whole into fmall pieces.
4 .  Bal
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Bil #ice in-the broth miade by thele thgreds s

" MK, Browing twe pinebes of Jafftott in it

while boiling. When tBe rice is Balf dove,

také ot off the fire, firain it Eghtly, phit it in-

to afltwiny pan, HBiow the abbdé things inte
¥, reddening e iwbvle with £ yolks‘ of tioo’

. or three eggs.  Leave then th pun fo ﬁrrk-

Her for' abotet BalF an bont, ndt over, bt un-
| fer a 6rgﬂ charconf fire.

LETTER LVI.

Cburclm, convents, nunneries, bo/‘bztals,
Rueen Barbara's cbzqf paffions. Bafquina
and Mantilla. Capas and Sombreros.
Santa Hermandad. Liffs of probibited
6ook:. ‘

Madnid, O&. 9. 1760 )

H E proportion -of towns confi-

dered, there are no where, except
at Rome, fo many monuments of Chriftian
picty, as in Madrid.

- Befides twelwe parochxa] we firid herc
thore than a hundred churches, many
publié chapels and oratories, forty

‘ con-

1
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qopvepts, thitty nupneries, ten £RYsges.
or feminaries’ for the education of the
youth of both fexes, and feventeen hofpiy
“tals. . ' Lo
That this metropolis mighthe vepy res
ligious though the number of fuch. edis -
fices was fmaller, 1 will eafily allow, J
will even take it for ‘granted, that many
of them ‘were rgifed by the hand of fu-
perftition, which is one of the moft come

. mon repraaches that proteftants, efpeci-

. ally thofe of the Calvinift communign,
make to the roman catholics, But whilg
they find fauli with an unneceffary mul-
tiplicity of places of worthip amonft us;’
let them recolle&t that out of the many fa~
cred - edifices to be feen in this town,
that fame hand of fuperftition has defliged
five hofpitals to the relief of as many fo-
feign nagipns ; that is, the Iralian,
French, Portuguefe, Flemith, and Irith,
ynder which laft denomination Englith
- apd Scots are inclpded. - Surgly the Spa-
niards are jutitled to fome degree of ree
. - 1pet

]
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fpe& from all, whéther Calvinifts or nof,
&n account.of that extenfive benevolence
. which made them ereét afylums to firan-
" gess diftreffed by poverty and affliGted with
difeafe, " It may be that policy as well as -
fuperdtition contributed a fhare towards the,
building of thofe five-hofpitals. But in
what country fhall we find the ations of
men entirely defecated from human weak-
nefs and human vices ?
. I have fpent the whole of this day n

vifiting feveral of thofe edifices, that I .
might form an idea of the Spanifh mu-
_nificence on this particular.

The general bofpital for men, ds they
call it, contains no lefs than fifteen hun- -
dred iron-beds, which are diftributed
through feveral large rooms and long °
galleries. It is a rule here to receive
every body that comes at any hour of the
day or the night ; nor is any follicitation
required to admittance : nay, there are
porters -belonging to the hofpital, whofe
“only duty itis to be always ready to go

. P , and
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and fetch whatever fick perfon fends fot
them. There is alfo a phyfician, cons
ftantly attending at the grand gate, who
enquires after the complaint of any man
that comes, and orders him upto the room
or gallery affigned to his difeafe.

As'T ftood at that gate, an old man.
was brought thither in a kind of covered
fedan, The phyfician uncovered hint,
and afked him this plain queftion. Tieme
ufted gallico ¥ < Are you poxed, Sir 2" ¥t
furprifed me a little to hear the fhamelefs
fexagenarian anfwer in the affirmative
with the cleareft tone of voice, and the .
greateft tranquility of countenance. I
have already had feveral opportunities to
obferve, that the Spaniards are in geré-
ral lefs bathful than the Enghih by many
_degrees.

Wandering about the apartments of the
fick; I could not but take notice of their

 great cleannefs. I wifh the Spaniards

would take as much care of their metro-
“polis as they do of their chief hofpital.
A ' "~ My
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My head-ach would not then be inceffaut,
as it bas heen ever fince I entered at the
Toledo-gats.
. 1 enguired of fcwral fick men. about’

the treatment they receive, and was.
pleafed with their anfwers, -Amongft
the feveral articles of their maintenance,
cagh man i allowed every morning by
way of breakfaft a large difh of chocolate,
togsther with a flice of bread or a fweet
hifcuit. This I thought a remarkable
fingularity.  -Nor are they ftinted in
point of food when they begin to recover,
except the phyficians be very pofitive in
. their orders to the contrary,

It is pot the cuftom here to fupport
any hofpital .by voluntary contributions,
inceflantly colle@ed from the people as-
they do in England. Here each hofpitsl
kas an income ayifing “from "lands and
_ other kinds of property. -In England it
isactually the fafhion amongft the better
-fort. tq.contribute towgrds the mginte-
‘mancg of hofpltals, many of which have
.o been

-
<
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been but l‘ate!y‘ere&cd’, and ereted by
the fame means that are employed to fup-
port them. Thofe who have difburfed
moft money towards the building of them,
as well as thofe who give moft money to-
wards their maintenance, may have, if
they chufe the direGtion of them, and
the infpetion- over their welfare, toge-
ther with the privilege of recommending
patients to admittance. Nothing of this
is pratifed in Madrid. Fafhion may
here undergo any viciflitude, and charity
grow hotter or colder. Never will the
change affet thefe hofpitals. Various {4)
Confradias have an eye over them. Some
of their members vifit them by turms,
take care that they be kept in their ufual

order, and that no fick perfon may have

reafon to complain of neglet or ill-ufage
from the hofpital-attenddnts. The chief

(a) 4 Confradia in Spain, like a Confratérita in -

Italy, is an union of Parifbioners of the bigher rank,
-whe contribute both with money and attendance to the

advancemens  of ﬂltgma purpg&: in their refpeliine

parg/b::
Vor. I X noble.
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noblcmen and gentlemen do not difdaipr
to be members of thofe Confradias, to
audit the accounts of this and that hof-
pital (generally without the intervention
of government) and to mind that no
part of their income be embezzled or
mifmanaged. The church grants fome
indulgencies to thofe who attend to fuch
forts of pious deeds, and it feems this is
all the recompence they care to have for
 their trouble.

Amongft thofe Confradias there is one
called La Sf:nta Hermandad ¢ the Ho{j
¢ Brotherbood,” or more commonly La
Confradia de Pan y Huevo:, ¢ the brother~
¢ bood of bread and eggs.” A numberof .
its members, headed by fome conﬁderable
man (not feldom a grandee) ramble about
the ftreets of this town during the firft
part of every night, in order to colle&
the houfelefs poor of both fexes, who
lay themfelves down to fleep under the
porchcs of churches, or the entrances of
houfes. * The S:mta Hermandad take up

~all

- .
- -

/
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All thofe whom they find in this diftrefs«
~ ful condition, carry them to fome hof-
pital to fleep, and give them the mext
morning a penny loaf with a couple of
eggs by way of breakfaft; from which
prattice is derived their appellation:
then, if thofe poor. are " in health, they
are difmiffed, or kept to'be cured when
" they happen to be difeafed. I with fome-
thing of this kind might be eﬁabliﬂxcdr
in London, where the houfelefs poer a are
pretty numerous. :
- Youmay eaﬁly imagine that theabove-
mentioned general hofpital is endowed
with a very confiderable revenue. They
fay that it amounts to forty thoufand
doubloons, which makes up no lefs than -
‘thirty thoufand pounds ﬁ:crling. Amongf’c'
its attendants there are many friars of the
order called De San fuan de Dios. A ve-
ty proper employment for a fet of men,
who profefs a total difregard for the va«
. nities of this world. It would poffibly
“not be amifs, were the greateft part of
X2 our
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our friars incorporated in that order, and

. forced by inftitution into the fervice of
the fick in our hofpitals,”” Their time
would thus be much better employed,.
than in beating their bare backs on a fcaf-
fold in the time of () mifiion.

It is faid in Medam D’ Aunoy’s travels
through Spain, that every baftard brought
up in the foundling-hofpital at Madrid, .
is looked upon as a geatleman by the
Spanith_law. Thisaflertion the authors
of the Didlionaire Enciclopedique have
creduloully repeated. But the fact i is not
true; and a baftard is as much a baﬁ;ard_.
in Madrid as any where elfe. No nobi-.
lity, nor any other kind of honour is con=
ferred by law upon any poor creature

(a) A miffion confifts of fome friars going by orat
of their fuperiors to this and that place to lomvers the
pesple as they call it. Upon thefe occafions they trect
Jeaffulds, in the midft of [quares and other open places,
and there they inveigh with their furious tone of voist -
againft finners, beating themfetves the while until -their
blood trickles down their bare backs to emfirce ther de-

damations. T befe miffions have been farb;ddm in /e'vc-

val parts of Ttaly within tbeje few years.
brought
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broughf up as a foundlingin that hofpi-
tal. How thofe léarned. gentlemen could
reft upon fo {lender an authority a faét of
fo fingular a nature, is pretty furprifing.
As to the churches in Madrid, they are
in general not fo grand as I expected to
find them in a country fo much renowned
for the piety of its inhabitants.” The
greateft part are oddly decorated with
thoufands of things that are not admit-
ted to adorn churches in other countries,
Their walls are generally covered with
fmall and artlefs works of the pencil and
the chiffel, diftributed as chance direéted,
or at leaft without much order or fym-
metry. In that which belongs to the
Padres de la Merced, there is a kind of
large drawer, which contains varioustoys
and ‘baubles that were gifts from pece
-ple who have repented their attachment _
to trifles, and mads a facrifice of them to
a little waxen Saviour fhut up in that
drawer. Amongft the contents of it,
there is a large fragment of a fugar-cake,
C X3 that
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that was prefented (they tell you) bya -

lady who thought herfelf too fond of
{weet-meats, and a muflin apron given
_ by another who caught herfelf in a fit of
pride the firft time fhe put it on. ‘Both
ladies fell upon, the expediént of fuch of-
ferings, in order to chaftife themfelves
for their unruly vanities. I could eafily
give you many other inftances of this mi-
nute fpecies of Spanifh devotion, which
here is very common in women, and not
- rarein men. I wonder the methodifts of
"England have not yet adopted this prac-

" ticein confequence of their rigid notions

‘of chriftian mortification. S
.-+ The grandeft church in Madrid is that

which "belongs to the Monjas Salefas,
¢ the Salefian Nuns.” That church, to-
gether with its fine nunnery, was built
by Queen Barbara, remarkable for little
elfe than her love of mufick and her de-
yotion.  Her love of mufick made her to
give little lefs than four thoufand-pounds
" fterling 3 year to the celebrated Farinelf,

wha
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. who was her moftconftant favourite du-
ring a good number of years, and te
- whom amongft other things, fhe be-
queathed all her mufical inftruments and
- vaft colle@ion of mufick, the greateft
perhaps that ever was in the world.  A-
mongft her tutelary faints, of whom fhe
. *had chofen a large number, the moft be-
loved was St. Francis de Sales, commohl'y
ftyled tbe Holy Bifbop of Geneva, though
the Genoefe never acknowledged him for
their bithop, To honour this fecond fa-
vourite, Queen Barbara, about the year
1748, laid out feveral thoufand doub-
loons in that church and nunnery, both
dedicated to his name. She then called
over from Annecy (a {mall town in Savoy)
~_a few of thofe women who follow the in-
ftitution of that faint, and put them in
poffeffion of both edifices, endeavouring
ever .after to augment ‘their fifterhood
. with Spanifh recruits. Thofe Savoyard
Nuns (twq of whom are- il -alive) -co-
, opcrated fo well with her, by enticing
X4 - guls
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guls to be of their mumber, that- the -

nunnery has at prefent near thirty in-
habitants, though no plebeian femalelis
‘admitted amongft them. The income
fettled upon them by that Queen, i3
fomewhat encreafed by their receiving
boarders, who are 4ll youyng ladies of
-quality. The nuns teach them to read,
write, work, and pray ; but, above all,

%o believe that St. Francis De Sales 1s :

the greateft faint in heaven, and the moft
-beloved by the bledled virgin.

Queen Barbara had an. apartment in

that nunnery, where fhe intended to re-
Aire incafe {be thould furvive her hufband.
. But her intention did not take effeét, ag
fhe died before him. Her remains how.
gver were not - carried to the Efcurial,
where all thofe of the Royal Family ave
fent, but wese depofited in that church,
along with her hu{band’s in a &mly mo~
pument. ‘
. Tha.Salefian is the on'Iy ttmplc in Max
. dmd, the ornaments of which arcmthq’
- over-
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overspumerous, nor childifh.- - The ala
tars in it are not, as in all other churches,
adorned with little nofegays of natural
or artificial flowers, nor is it hung with
pretty cages of canary-birds, that keep
chirping the whole day long, to the great
diverfion of thofe who go to hear maffes.
in the morning, or take benedi¢tions in
the evening. There are many coftly de-
corations in that church. - The moft re-
markable, befides the royal monument,
is a filver lamp hanging by three long
filver-chains before the great altar, which
Jamp and chains weigh fourteen arrobassy
that is,” three hundred and fifty. pounds.
The three pictures over its three altars
are by three modern painters ; that is,
Velafguez of Madridy Signardli of Verona,
" and Francefehiello of Naples. .
. 'The- nuns - fhowed me 'in.the facrifty
fome furplices for the mafs-priefts, that
arc made of the- finet Flanders-lace.
Each furpliee, they fay, has coft abave 3
ﬂ:ou{apd dopblpons, and I can eafily bew
lieve
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Yieveit. They fhowed me befides I'cve-
ral chalices, croffes, oftenfories, pixes,
and vafes, ornamented with {fo many dia~
monds, rubies, emeralds, and other jew-
¢ls, as to raife aftonifhment even in thofe
.who have feen the richeft pieces at Lo-
retto. Many fine piftures and coftly
ornaments have I feen alfo in the church
that betongs to the Jefuits. :

. "There are neither pews, benches, nor
chairs in the churches at Madrid. At
leaft I faw none in thofe that I entered.
_ Their floors are covered with frraw-mats,

_arpon which men and women kneel pro-

.mifcuoufly, and without any diftin&tion
of place, whether they be -grandees or - .
coblers, duchefles or waftherwomen, The
men will often ftand during.the mafs,
but the women - fit negligently on-their

»own heels the greateft part of the time

they pafs at church, holding their rofaries
_in their hands, telling - their beads with a
whifpéning voice, and .a moft rapid mo-
tion of their lips.- ¥ wonder how apy
Vo bOdy
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‘body can keep upa devout recolleftion
‘amidft that general hiffing, often ‘accom-
‘panied by the chu'pmg of the canary-
birds.

Women of all ranks wear.their rofaries
in. their hands whenever they go-to
church, and always in fuch manner that
- every body may fee them. They are a
part of their church-drefs. I am told
that it is cuftomary, amongft the lower -
ranks, for the young men to prefent fine
‘yofries to their fwect-hearts. Women
of whatever condition never go to church
‘but with the bafguina and the mantilla on.
" 'The hzj'guiia is a black petticoat, com-
monly of filk, which covers their gowns
"from the waift down, and the mantilla
 is a muflin or cambrick veil that hides
their .heads and the upper part of their °
bodies. If they do not turn up their
* veils, as fome of them will do both at
- church and in the fireets, it is difficult,
-if not impoffible, even for hu[bands to
tnow their wives. i

4 , Wlth
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With regard to the men, a gentleman
generally drefles after the French man-
ner, wearing his hat under his arm, as
they do in France. = But the lower clafs
wrap themfclves up to the eyes in their
capas, which are brown cloaks that reach
down to the ground, The grandees
themf{elves will fometimes wear (¢} thofe
ugly capas by way of difguife.” He who
wears a capa, wears alfo his hair con.-
cealed under a cotton cap, or a filk net,
" aned the fombrero over ; that is, a hat with -
the flaps down. But as no man is al
lowed to enter a charch, except barce
headed, it is no lefs indecent than ridi-,
culous to fee a number of them come
out of a church, and under the porch or
- gate of it bufy -themfelves in tying. up
thofe nets they had put in their pockets
" (a) Since the daté of this lester the King bas probi~
bited to wear in qurid the flapped hats, fo that the
bg/_l Sort have totally "Ig"t off /mb a dz'jj'mfe. )

3 as
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§s:they went in, which the greateﬁ part

_of therh wear until they. are offtnfively
- greafy.

It is notorious that the ng hates to-
fee.d man wrapped up ‘in a wide- cloak
with a flapped hat.  But his people feem
to care but little for his majetty’s difaps
probation of therr unfightly drefs, and.
meet his eyes thus aocoutred with the
greateft uncomcernednefs. . Such is the:
force of iveterate cuftoms, that ‘they-
cannot even be abolifhed by the frowns.
of an abfolute monarch, who is unwil«
ling to force compliance by apofitivecom«
mand. .

- On the gates of many churches thens
are often labels pafted up, that. inform
the by.-goers of what is doing within
whenever any thing is done a little more
folemn than ufual. In one of thofe la-
bels I read thefe words written 'in eubital
letters ¢ Agui efid manifefto el Santiffimo Sa-

cramento, * Here the moft boly facrament

o o 'y ’ . _ i‘
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isin view.” On another I faw a catalogue
of thofe books which cannot be read
without incurring excommunication. It
is fomewhat odd, that they were all
French, and all of that clafs that cannot
do any harm with regard to religion but
to the noft fhallow readers. Few of Vol--
taire’s and Rouffeau’s works have efcaped
the catalogue, and I am told that their
names are growing no lefs terrifying in
this country, than thofe of Luther and
Calvin. Don Felix d’Abres, who has
lived many years in England, and loft in
a good meafure the native dread of hete-
rodox ‘books, cannot help difapproving
this Spanith method of advertifing what
is thought to deferve a prohibition.” Our.
grandees, fays he,- * will read all modifh
« French authors in fpight of our priefts
<«..and Friars. The greateft part ofthem
« do not'care a ftraw for the anathema’s
« fulminated againft the readers of pro-
« hlblted books. Qur middling gentry

. are
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< are not yet very ftudious of foreign,
« languages; and as our common
« poeple, they will ccrtm\y not trouble
¢« their heads about Frcnch learning.
¢« Our. ecclefiaftic ft}peaors are thereforg

« egregioufly wrong in inviting difobe-

« dience by their catalogues on their doprs
¢ of churches, which ferve only to make
¢« known to all what would otherwife be
<« known but to a few.” ‘

. There is fcarcely a church in this town
but*what can boaft of fome excellent

pi¢ture. In the facrifty of that which i

called Los Recolletos, there are fome
which a connoiffeur would go a hundred
miles to fee, efpecially a Mary . Magda-
len fupporting a dead Chrift by Corregio,

and a Madona with the child by Rapbael,

The friar who thowed me the facrifty,
never mentioned the name of Raphael
without the previous appellation of di-

wino. It made me fmile to find, that our-
Itahan cant has travelled thus far be-

. yond
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yond the Alps. ~Yet it vexed- me to fee
in the church of the Trinitariansa printed
declaration in favour of the Virgin’s im-
maculate conception, that was ftuck with
a pin, in a fine px&ure attnbuted to Luca
Giordano.

The ENp of the SEcoND VoLume,
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