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vi EDITORIAL PREFACE,

one. When complete the series will form a Biogra-
phical History of Geographical Discovery.

The Editors congratulate themselves on having been
able to secure the co-operation of men well known as
the highest authorities in their own departments ; their
names are too familiar to the public to require intro-
duction. Each writer is of course entirely responsible
for his own work.

THE EDITORS.
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8 LIFE OF JOHN DAVIS. [1550.

hin Inbours throw light. Biography is the best vehicle
for the conveyanco and retention of geographical know-
Jeulge,

‘I'ne Arotio Regions are connected with many a tale
of chivalrous daring, with many a heart-stirring episode ;
and sioh deeds aro intorwoven so closely with the phy-
menl sonditions of tho looality, that the one cannot be
relnted without a knowledge of the other. This is so in
all partw of the world, but it is more especially the case
in the wild reglons of the North. Foremost in the front
tunk of Arotlo worthies atand the names of the Eliza-
biethnn wentnen Davis, Hudson, and Baffin ; and their
life lintorles eannot bo studied and stored in our memo-
tien without n wound geographical knowledge of the
reglon upon which their labours threw a flood of light,
and the complete dinovery of which is but the following
up of routen flest pointed out by them.

I've Hngland of Quoon Klizabeth was just awakening
to & menne of her grontness, and of the possibilities of
her futire, Men woro in earnest in those days. The
example of the gront Queen filled them with passionate
loynlty,  Tlisaboth enlled upon them to fight for the
liberty of thelr nelghbours, and they doggedly faced the
matohlesn Infantry of Bpain until the cause of freedom
trinmphed.  Thelr Queon and their country were syno-
nymous termns,  Tor Kligabeth and for England they
traversod unknown sens, visited the ends of the earth,
and mastered all the knowledge of their adversaries,
In after years, when England was disgraced under the
fooble tyranny of the Stuarts, men looked back with
bittor regret to the days of the great Queen. The uni-
versal foeling found eloquent expression from that illus.
trious victim of Stuart malignity, that martyr of our















] LIFE OF JOHN DAVIS. [1550.

The house at Sandridge was only separated from the
cove by two or three pastures, and when the two boys,
John and Edward Davis, ran down to their boat and
pushed out into mid-stream, a lovely scene met their
view. The Dart, in this part of its course, widens out,
and has all the appearance of a lake surrounded by
wooded hills. Along the northern side are the woods
of Bandridge and Wadditon, with the hills rising into
craggy ridges to the east. Here the leafy boughs touch
the water at high tide, and when the river is low, there
is a beach where fishermen spread their nets and haul
up ten and twelve-pound salmon. On the west side there
is a bold promontory ; and the picturesque village of
Dittisham, surrounded by plum-orchards, runs along the
lowland of the isthmus from one reach of the river
to another. The view to the south is closed in by the
richly wooded heights crowned by Greenway Court, the
ancestral home of the Gilberts. Here the river narrows
at Anchor Rock, and flows down for two miles and
a half to Dartmouth. At high tide this lake-like reach
botween Sandridge and Greenway is one expanse of
water. When the tide is low, there is a dry flat in the
centre, along the edge of which herons may be seen
fishing ; and if disturbed by a boat, they rise on the
wing, and flap lazily away to their nests in Sharpham
Wood.

Kind friends and neighbours dwelt around this reach
of the Dart. The Davis boys in their skiff had a sure
welcome, whether they steered west, or east, or south.
Many a time they pulled across, or round the flat if it
were low tide, and landed under the wooded height of

ircenway—home of a brotherhood of naval heroes.
John and Humphrey Gilbert were some years older












8 LIFE OF JOHN DAVIS, (1550,

be the first to welcome their return. Its parapet wall
was a fine look-out, whence the boys could descry the
white sails on the horizon, and the grent expanse of sea
which they longed to sail over, and so get their chance
of “purchasing renown both to themselves and their
country.”

Greenway Court and a trip to Dartmouth with the
Gilberts was not the only attraction for young Davis,
When he shot his boat out of Sandridge Creek, while
Greenway was in full view on one hand, the tower of
Dittisham church rose from a valley full of plum-
orchards on the other; and on the hill, about a mile
away, stood the manor-house or barton of Bozomzele,
This old house is still standing. The doorways have
pointed arches, and it contains a large hall. It is now
a farmhouse, and is one of the meets for the beagles of
the Britanniu cadets. In the sixteenth century it was
the pleasant seat of Sir John Fulford, who inherited it
owing to his great-grandfather, Sir Baldwin Fulford,
having married the heiress of Sir John Bozom. Here
Sir John often resided with his wife Lady Dorothy,
daughter of John Bourchier, Earl of Bath, and his six
children. The visits both of John Davis and of Adrian
Gilbert were welcome at Bozomzele to children of about
their own age. The sons were John and Andrew, and
there were four blooming daughters—Faith, Elizabeth,
Anne, and Cecilia. The eldest is not mentioned by the
Heralds of King James in their Visitations, probably
owing to a reason which will be referred to farther on,
and which would make her brother at Great Fulford
unwilling to allude to her; but the name is given by
‘Westcote, whose local information was far more complete
than that of the Heralds.
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Passage displays much classical learning, a thorough
knowledge of the then conditions of the problem, and a
noble spirit of patriotic devotion. In 1578 he made his
first voyage to the West; soon afterwards he obtained
a patent for colonising newly-discovered lands, and in
1583 he sailed with five ships with the object of form-
ing a settlement in Newfoundland. One vessel deserted
him, another was lost. The return voyage had to be
made in the Golden Hind and the little Squirrel of ten
tons. Gilbert was urged to go on board the larger and
safer ship, but he replied, * I will not forsake my little
company going homeward, with whom I have passed so
many storms and perils.”” The Hind kept as near her
consort as possible, but a violent storm arose off the
Azores, Captain Hayes of the Hind saw Sir Humphrey
sitting abaft with a book in his hand, and heard him cry
out, ¢ Courage, my lads! we are as near to heaven by
sea as by land.” The same night the little Squirrel’s
light suddenly disappeared, and nothing more was ever
seen of her. A squirrel was the crest of the Gilberts.
Thus did one of the boys who had listened so eagerly to
the yarns of sailors on Dartmouth quay win his way
to fame. He died prematurely, but not before he had
made his name immortal. It was as he would have
desired. ¢ He is not worthy to live at all,”” he exclaimed
at the close of his discourse on the North-West Passage,
“who for fear or danger of death shunneth his country’s
service or his own honour, since death is inevitable and
the fame of virtue immortal.”

The other boys lived on, strengthened and invigorated
in their struggle for fame by the glorious example of
their comrade. Adrian Gilbert was a man of consider-
able learning, a doctor of medicine, a mineralogist, a very
























18 LIFE OF JOHN DAVIS. [t583.

history of this map, which long misled our navigators,
is interesting.

Nicold Zeno, the representative of one of the noblest
and most ancient families in Venice, was born in the
year 1515, and he appears to have succeeded to the
property, including the Zeni Palace and its archives,
when he was very young. He says that he was but

THE ZENI MAP,

a child when the papers of his ancestors fell into his
hands, and that he, not knowing what they were, *tore
them in pieces, as children will do, and sent them all to
ruin.” In after years he looked over some fragments
that remained, and found them to be family records of
the deepest interest. Ever afterwards he looked back
upon the destructiveness of his childhood with the












* LIFE OF JOHN DAVIS. (1583
gf, lleart.s of many to advance the voy 280 again,” ang
f%; ;he Intorests of geography Were lost sight of in thig
18h quest, for mineral wealth.
Mj OOmp&ny was formed, & charter wasg granted to
.‘f!hael Lok and Martin Frobisher, and a 8econd ¢
- dition was soon ready for sea. It consisted of three
vessels—the 4; d, of 240 tons, lent by the Queen, e
Michael, anq Gabrie. On board the Aid wepe the
admira] himself, Martin Frobisher, his lieutep ant,
George Best, who was the historian of the voyage, and
Christopher Hall, the master. The Gabriel was cop,.
manded by Kdward Fenton, with William Smyth g
master, and the Af/chael by Gilbert Yorke. Bailing jip
June 1577, they sighted the same coast Which had been
taken for Frisland in the former voyage, early in July,
Frobisher made several ineffectual attempts to force hijs
way through the ice in a boat and effect a landing. e
was baflled by dense fogs, and on the 8th of July the
voyage was resumed. It is curious that 'Frobi.sher’s
officers should have found this rugged and inaccessible
coast to agree very well with the island of Frisland ag
described by Zeno in his narrative and shown on hig
map. Leaving it, the expedition steered westward, and
reached the inlet called Frobisher’s Strait on the 17th
of July. There was a good deal of intercourse with the
Eskimos, but all exploring work was abandoned for the
sake of the search for ores, and this second expedition
returned without adding anything to geographical know-
ledge. The Queen gave the name of * Meta Incognita
to the land discovered by Frobisher.
The reports of the assayers who examined the st.ones
that were brought home still further excited the cupidity
of speculators. A third expedition was fitted out on a












26 LIFE OF JOHN DAVIS, (1583

He then alluded to the voyage of Other along the north-
east coast of Kurope, as described in the translation of
Orosius by King Alfred, in order to show how the route
taken by the ancient navigator had been rediscovered
by Englishmen centuries afterwards, who, in his day,
were accustomed to make annual voyages to the White
Sea. These observant seamen had described the cur-
rents and the accumulations of ice in the Kara Sea,
and their reports led Gilbert to the conclusion that a
voyage by the north-west would be a shorter and easier
route to Cathay and India.

In considering the route along the north coast of
America, Sir Humphrey collected all available evidence
respecting the distance between America and Asia. He
quoted from Gomara, the Spanish historian, who de-
clared both America and Greenland to be islands; and
strengthened his arguments by the evidence of Chinese
geographers, who affirmed that their coast-line trended
to the north-east as far as 50° N. These conclusions
respecting the insular character of America were con-
firmed in part by Jacques Cartier, the French discoverer
of Canada, and by Nonnius, the great Portuguese geo-
grapher. ’

Gilbert next appealed to the evidence of Sebastian
Cabot, who was remembered by many then living.
-Cabot described the passage on his charts, which were
to be seen in those days in the Queen’s privy gallery at
Whitehall. Cabot is also said by Sir Humphrey Gilbert
to have affirmed that he reached the latitude of 67° 30’
N. along the coast of Labrador, where the sea was still
open, and that he would have completed the voyage to
Cathay if he had not been prevented by a mutiny in
his ship. Gilbert believed the reports that the passage





















CHAPTER IIL
THE FIRST AND SECOND ARCTIC VOYAGES.

JouN Davis was in the prime of life, just entering
upon his thirty-sixth year, when he sailed out of Dart-
mouth harbour in command of the Sunshine and Moon-
ehine. Brought up under excellent influences at his
lovely home on the banks of the Dart, enjoying the
companionship of kindred spirits, and drinking in the
love of adventure from his earliest boyhood, he entered
upon the profession of the sea with great advantages.
His studies at school, probably at Totnes, had given him
some classical knowledge, and he had a natural bent for
mathematics and nautical science. He had now been
some twenty years at sea, and was accounted one of the
most experienced and accomplished seamen of his time.
Besides his old play-fellows, Raleigh and the Gilberts,
he had formed many friendships in the West Country,
chief among them being that of the adventurous Master
Chudleigh of Broad Clyst, who warmly sympathised in
his aspirations, and was himself destined to lead forth
an expedition and to become a martyr to science. Sir
Francis Walsingham, Secretary of State, Sir Edward
Dyer, afterwards Chancellor of the Garter, the Earl of

‘Warwick, who was Master-General of the Ordnance, and
N






















































































































































































































































14 LIVE OF JOES DAVIR. sy

oxgs litiom of Aisenvery. The iterior sim of Davis ws
alxaze *rs achievement of the northern pasmgs. The
friendz 1 ermneil had before them the detmils of
Mugrion'z sogage from the pablished work of Pligafatia
arcl tie Jettor of Maximilian Transylvanns. Poth hed
bean tranzlated by Richard Eden in his “ History of
Trowvsie” a serrd edition of which wes published by
Wiesan 1377, The manumeript of Lopes Vas aad
N infarm tin from Sarmiento made them sequainted
with sibernuent Spanish enterprises, and they were of
eeirae folly informed respecting the voyages of their
nwn cmmtiymen,  Rir Walter Raleigh encouraged the
enterprice, Advinn (Gillert became the joint-owner of &
ghip with hi< old friend, and, the question having beem
£ eancilornd, Davia resolved to make his next
attemyt to discover the paszage by way of Magellan's
Ripuit and the west const of North Ameriea. The news
nf the melanehaly fate of John Chudleigh had arrived
in Foglond during the autumn of 1590, but it only
stimelated hia frienda to fresh exertions. Thomas
Caynndich, unnble to rest on his laurels, was eagerly
organicing a recondd expedition, and, in an evil hour,
lv;uvin cemgented to unite forces. Their fleet of four
shipe anil m pinnnce was ready for sea by the summer
ol 1597,





































































































































1504.] PROGRESS OF THE ART OF NAVIGATION., 157

examples of men whose most useful work in advancing
nautical science was due to their having added experi-
ence derived from sea-voyages to the knowledge acquired
in their studies. John Davis, on the other hand, was a
man who added knowledge derived from students and
books as opportunity offered to profound and extensive
experience as a seaman.
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CHAPTER XIIL

THE FOLLOWING UP OF THE WORK OF DAVIS.

L
By the “Furious OVERFALL.”

Davis, in completing his own discovery of the Strait,
and its adjucent shores, set up two leading marks
for future exploration. One pointed west by the
¢ Furious Overfall,” the other pointed north by * San-
dorson his 1lope.” Each was followed up by worthy
succensors a fow years after the death of the illustrious
pioneer.  Henry Hudson made his way by the “ Furious
Ovorfull ” into Hudson’s Bay. William Baffin, passing
boyond ¢ Sanderson his Hope,” reached and explored
the great bay which bears his name. The discoveries
of Hudson and Baflin are the direct consequences of
the work of Davis, and form the sequel of his life-story.
A lifo of Davis would therefore be incomplete unless it
inoludod an necount of the work achieved by those who
fullowed up his londing marks,

When John Davis made his speech on Arctic dis-
oovary to the merchants of London in the house of Mr.
I'homnn Hudwon at Mortlake, it is more than possible
that. the nephew of that merchant may have been
prosent,  Thus we may ’l;:lieve that the two great
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1632.] FOLLOWING UP OF THE WORK. 247

graphical knowledge, and prepared the way .or more
complete modern research,

The results of their labours were valuable and im-
portant. A great commercial company was formed
which carried on a lucrative trade by way of Hudson’s
Bay and Strait for two centuries; and it is probable
that, in the near future, a still more important route for
commerce will be established by Hudson’s Strait, which
will carry the harvests of the far west to the markets of
Europe. Such are the far-reaching consequences arising
from the discovery of the *Furious Overfall,” and of
the opening near Cape Chidley, by John Davis.






















































266 LIFE OF JOHN DAVIS, [1609-22,

most agreeable method of acquiring a thorough ground-
ing in his science is, by the contemplation of the life of
a great geographer or explorer. For by this biographical
method, each coast and island, each bay and strait, is
connected with some incident in the life-story of the
discoverer or of his successors. Interest is thus given to
what would otherwise be a mere list of names, and life
is breathed into the inorganic mass. A knowledge of
the lives of John Davis and of his immediate successors,
requires an intimate acquaintance with Davis Strait and
its shores, with the east and west coasts of Greenland,
with Hudson’s Strait and Bay, and with Baffin’s Bay ;
in short, with all the nearer regions of Arctic America.
It is desirable that the student should be conversant
with the achievements of Arctic worthies in other parts
of the world ; because he should contemplate the com-
plete life-stories of his heroes, and thus realise how, and
by the possession of what qualifications, their Arectic
work was done. The thorough and complete grounding
which such a study supplies, is the best preparation for
an examination of the labours of modern explorers and
of the results of their work, which will include the acqui-
" gition of an intelligent knowledge and appreciation of
the geography of the whole Arctic Regions,
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Forgotten Worthies,” published in 1852, and reprinted in
1858, in his bouk called “Short Studies on Great Subjects,”
repeated all the old blunders, and added fresh ones. The
warnings of Dr. Kippis and Mr. Bolton Corney render the
inaccuracies and misleading statements of Mr. Froude alto-
gether inexcusable. Mr. Fox Bourne, in a work entitled
“English Seamen under the Tudors,” published in 1868,
gives a brief but correct account of the life of Davis. In 1880
the Hakluyt Society issued a volume containing the texts of
the works, and of all the narratives of the voyages of John
Davis, with an introduction, notes, and a critical review of
previous notices of the great navigator, by Commodore Mark-
ham. The notice of Davis, in the “ National Biography,” is
by Professor Laughton,
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