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rOETRY,

BETTER LATE TITAX SEVER.

TIFK is a rare, where some succeed,

j While others are 1 eginning;
"lis link at limes, at <illiers speed,
That gives an early winning.

But if you chance to tall behind,

Ki ,-er slacken yonr endeavor,
But keep tiiis wholesome t -nth in mind,

'liis letter late than never.

If von can keep ahead, 'tis well,

But neve- tr p your tie gbbor;
'Tis noble when you can evcel,

By honest, patent labor;

But ifyou're outstr'pped at last,

Press fin a" hold as ever;

Bememlier, hough yon are surpassed,
'Tis Letter late than never.

Ne'er lalior for an idle boast
HI victory o'er another:

But while yon strive yonr uttermost,
led fairly with a brother.

YVha'e'er your station, do y. ur best,

And hold your purpose ever;
And il you fail to beat the rest,

'Tis better late than never.

Choose well the path in which you run

—

Succeed by noble dar n<r;

Then, through the last, when "lice 'tis won,
Your crown is worth tin- wearing;

Then never tret if left behind,
Nor slacken your endeavor.

But e»er keep this truth in mind,
'Tis better late than never.

NOVEL READING.

HAVING often thought how fool-

ishly some of the young peo-

ple are spending their spire time

in reading the sensational litera-
I

ture with which our country is

flooded, I thought a few remarks

on that subject might be beneficial.

There are a great many who read

the New York Ledger, Saturday

N'ight and other papers of that

class, when, if they would lay theSe

aside and read historical and scien-

tific works of different kinds, they

would reap a benefit that they can i

never gain by continually reading !

these sensational papers. Let
\

every one of us seek to gain a
\

knowledge of all useful branches

of education and let novel reading
i

entirely alone: and if we do this
]

we will find ourselves more useful
[

if we are ever called to fill respon

sible positions. S. E. A.

A cheer-ful spirit gets on quick;

a grumbler in the mud will stick.

=^i^
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MUTUAL IMPROVEMENT. ELDER D. M. STUART'S
LECTURE.

rpHE Lecture delivered by Elder

-1- David M. Stuart on Wednesday

IT is an undeniable fact that great

interest is now being minifest

ed in the establishing of Mutual

Improvement Societies throughout evening last, before our Associa-

te Territory, and the feelinsf that tion, was truly of a most enter-
I . . ...

all seem to have, to encourage and ,
taming and instructive character,

forward the object, should be, and the subject being "Early experience

undoubtedly is, gratifying and as a Mormon Missionary." The
pleasing to those who are leading speaker began by stating that he

and trying to bring us up in the

paths of righteousness. The in

troduction of a journal in our So-

ciety is calculated to do more

good than anything tint has as yet

had prepared no set speech, but

would endeavor to talk upon the i

subject appointed as the spirit of

God should direct. He then pro-
i

ceeded to carefully consider and
;

been undertaken. How many of explain the first
1

principles of the

us realize the favors and obi iga-
j

Gospel, thereby endeavoring to

tions we are under to our Presi- |

show tne causes which induced
dent and those who are seeking to him to enter the missionary field,

do all in their power for our good?
How many of us are now ready to

show our willingness to encourage
rtiem and take hold and assist, to

show our gratitude and thankful-
ness by contributing to so laudable
an object. We all realize that it is

for our own good that our lead-

ers are endeavoring to prepare us

and the foundation that he had

for that faith in God which after-

wards sustained and preserved him

under many perilous and trying

circumstances.

He had been called to the min-

istry in California when quite a

for future usefulness, and in what !
y°uth where he labored for several

j

better way can this be ac<~om-
!

years and subsequently went to;

plished.than through the medium! Oregon, returning from this latter
j

of a journal published in our So-
ciety? Let us commence now with
all our miuht and show a desire to

learn of those things pertaining to

the Kingdom of God. We are all

well aware of the fact that the re-

sponsibility of this work will, at no
distant day, come upon our shoul-
ders; we should, therefore, be
prepared to meet it. J.

place in 1857.

It would be impossible for us in

our limited space to enumerate

the many peculiar, instructive and

trying scenes through which the

speaker passed during these mis^

sions; suffice it to say that he un-

derwent trials of the most perilous
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character; his lite being often

threatened by wicked men and.

mobs, and traveled year after year

without purse jr scrip, relying en-

tirely upon the Lord. He illustrated

the power of faith as exhibited in

many marvelous circumstances of

his life and sought to impress upon
those present the importance of

the exercise of this first great and

grand principle by all who expect

to achieve any success either in

living or preaching the Gospel of

Christ.

The speaker occupied about two

hours, during which time the ut-

most order prevailed, and the

strictest attention was paid.

As the lecture forms but an in-

troduction to the vast and valuable

experience of Elder Stuart, he has

kindly consented to continue the

subject at some future time.

SOCIAL PARTY.

The Young Men's Mutual Im-

provement Association will give a

social party on Friday evening

next, at the City Hal!, eommenc

ing at 7 o'clock sharp, the pro-

ceeds of which are to be' devoted

to defraying expenses incurred in

the publication of our paper and
for other purposes connected with

the Association.

It is hoped that there will be a

good attendance of members, and
that all will be punctual, as we de-

sire to commence precisely at the

time and close as near as may be

at the hour of twelve. Admission

75 cents per couple.

A UTUMN.

AUTUMN is here with its ''sere

and yellow leaf." The hot

summer days are past, and the

chilly winds of November remind

us that ere long the fierce blasts of

winter will be upon us. As we look

abroad, we no longer behold the

face of nature covered with ver-

dure, and smiling in the sunlight,

while the sweet odor of flowers is

wafted to us on the balmy air.

The trees have lost their beautiful

foliage, and the leaves, which

seemed to whisper in accents of

gentleness their tales of love be-

neath the summer moon, are now
no more. The winds that now
whistle through the leafless trees

seem rather to be singing some sad

refrain, and mourning over the

dying year.

Autumn is a season peculiarly

adapted to meditation, and from
it we can draw a lesson. We are

now in the spring time of life, sur-

rounded with the joys and pleasures

o c youth; the summer will soon
follow, and with it will come the

heat of toil and the weariness of

c ire. Ere long the Autumn of

existence will be upon us, and we
shall reap the harvest of our lives.

But we shall reap what we have
sown, whether it be the fruit or the

flower, the tare or the thistle.

Then let our lives be made up of

noble deeds, of generous acts and
pure thoughts, that our satisfaction

may be great when the Autumn
shall come. R. E. S.

35 ^s*3
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INTRODUCTORY

IN presenting to the Association

the first number of the Amateur
it may not be improper fov us to

explain some of the motives that

have induced us to undertake its

publication, to briefly state our

plans regarding its future manage-

ment, and to refer to the purposes

that we desire to accomplish

through its agency.

Mutual Improvement Associa-

tions as organized among our peo-

ple have for their object the moral

and intellectual advancement of

the sons and daughters of Zion.

In the accomplishment of this, no

definite or fixed rules are made
prescribing the exact nature of the

exercises that should tend to the

attainment of these objects, but

each Society is at liberty to pursue

such a course as its circumstances

and the wisdom of its members

may direct, keeping constantly in

view the general design and seek-

ing continually for the Spirit of

God to direct them in their pro-

ceedings.

Now, inasmuch as we, as a peo-

ple, are often called upon to ex-

pound and defend the principles

of our faith through the press, and

since the exercise of writing upon

these and kindred saibjects is high-

ly conducive to our moral and

intellectual advancement and
therefore in keeping with the gen-

eral objects of our organization, we
have deemed it proper and believe

it will prove of great benefit to

us, as a Society, to undertake the

publication of a small bi-monthly
piper whose columns shall be

made up exclusively of the contri-

butions of members and devoted
to the consideration of religious,

literary, scientific and any and all

subjects bearing a strictly moral
character.

It is our intention to pub-

lish the piper on Wednesday
of each alternate week, dating
from this issue, and it is expected
that we will hereafter choose from
the Society", once a month, some
lady or gentleman to act as editor

of two consecutive issues, who
shall be held responsible for the

character and general make-up of

their respective papers.

We have considered it advisable,

for the present at least, to distri-

bute the paper free of charge
among the members of the Society
and to a few of their immediate
friends.

We sincerely hope that the

Amvteur will be the means of

bringing into active exercise some;
of the latent talent of the young,
and lead to the development of

those abilities which, under God's
guidance, are so essential to the

advancement and progress of the

Kingdom of God upon the earth.

:Wk
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«/ CAN'T."

WHAT is the reason we can't?

Haven't we all abilities ard

good sense? Of course we have.

Then why not make some effort

; nd try to accomplish what is re-

quired of us, or what we set out to

do? Don't sit down and say "I

can't write," or, "I can't do any-

thing so difficult as that," for it is

all nonsense. The very reason

why we "can't write" or do any-

thing, is just because we won't;

that is, we do not try. We im-

agine that it is an utter impossi-

bility for us to write a piece for a

paper because we have never done

such a thing in our lives. But did

we ever try? No, we just think it

is too hard and that we can't, in-

stead of making an effort and

doing our best, be it ever so little.

Did you ever hear or know of

anybody doing anything that did

not try? I never did, nor do I

ever expect to. If we wish to re-

main always dull and stupid, just

take it slow and easy, be contented

and say, "I can't write," and "I

can't do anything else," and we
will surely succeed. But if we
wish to become noble men and

women, and have a name worthy

of notice and one to be proud of,

let us come out and struggle against
j

every difficulty, and not be afraid '

to try to make something of

ourselves.

Look at such illustrous men as

Shakespeare, Byron, Sir Walter

Scott, etc.; how did they become
so famed? Simply by struggling

against and conquering every diffi-

culty. Look at the Prophet Joseph

Smith —a man who was unlearned,

yet, where in history will we find

his equal with the pen? How did

he acquire such use and power of

language? Because of his own iron

will, aided by the power and spirit

of God; and if we would rise like

him, and be somebody, like him
we must be self reliant; like him
battle against ignorance and our

own weak natures, and seek for the

Spirit of God to guide and dictate

whatever we may undertake. If

we desire to become famed, or to

be of any worth, we must feel that

we have a mission and position in

the world, no matter how humble

that position may be, that we must

honor it; try, do our best, and

never say "I can't." Dot.

A Co: t ple of communications

to the Amateur have been handed

in, unaccompanied by the names

of the contributors, and are, in con-

sequence, held over until our next.

The writers of the same will please

send us their names as early as pos-

sible, not for publication, but that

we may know from whom the

articles come.
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HISTORY.

HISTORY unfolds to us the

great drama of life, enacted

by past generations, with its mul-

titudinous and multifarious phases

embracing with more or less re-

pleteness and perspicuity the es-

tablishment, progress, power, im-

1 portance and ultimate downfall of

nations, together with their various

achievements in political, literary

;
and scientific knowledge.

It reveals to us the virtues and

j

vices of different peoples and

periods and illustrates with great

distinctness and force the conse-

quences flowing from the practice

; of each. How virtue has led i.>

power, prosperity, and in m my
instances, to great achievement

and far extending dominion. while

vice and wickedness have Brought

decay and ruin to the greatest

kingdoms, republics and empires

that have ever existed upon the

earth.

In short history affords a view

of past examples and precepts,

causes and effects, and in its broad-

est sense, becomes an epitome of

the accumulated knowledge and

wisdom of past generations giving

to one age the civilization of the

former as a foundation upon which
to build its own.

It is to a ^reat extent through

the agency of history that the

civilizations of to-day, among the

more enlightened nations of the

earth, is so far in advance of

that of former periods, and that

man, though living but about one-

eighth as long as in the antedilu-

vian age, learns more, becomes

wiser, and advances further in the

field of scientific knowledge in a

life time than did they in those

early times.

It is very difficult indeed to es-

timate the true value to us of the

history of former ages and civili-

zations, embracing as it does the

achievements in literature, civil

polity, and the arts and sciences

in general, which to-day are so

extensively enjoyed by the hu-

man family. Certainly a knowl-

edge of this branch of learning

should be sought for and obtained

by all who expect to attain to any

prominence as benefactors among
mankind.

Just one week ago to-morrow

the subject of publishing a paper

was first presented to the Asso-

ciation, and if, in the hurry with

which everything has necessarily

been done, some errors have

occurred,we trust they will be over-

looked. Our compositors are

busijy engaged six days out of

seven, and have had to work after

hours and at noon times, in order

to accomplish the task in hand.
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Sunday School,

WE, as a portion of the young

people of Ogden, should en-

endeavor to attend Sunday school

as often as possible; a place where

we are taught to be honest and

good to those with whom we as-

sociate; to be chaste and tidy in

our person; not to swear, steal, nor

take the name of the Lord in vain;

to be humble and prayerful and to

cultivate a kind and loving feeling

towards all; that we may grow up

to be men and women of God
having the Spirit of the Lord to

be a "lamp to our feet and a light

to our path."' We are there taught

to read and study good books:

histories, biographies and especial-

ly the publications of the Church

to which we belong, thereby get-

ting acquainted with men of his-

tory, how nations were governed,

and are governed in this our own

day; and to get acquainted with

the principles of the G'ospel, &c.

By being taught these principles

our manners and feelings become

more refined, in a measure, than

if we were not to attend our Sab-

bath schools and have respect for

the Sabbath day on which God
has commanded us to rest, and

offer up our sacraments to the

Most High. For we find that those

who do not care for Sunday school

nor have respect for the Sabbath

which God hath blessed, are those

that are loaffng around the streets,

those that are frequenters of sa-

loons, and who take delight in

swearing, in stealing, in drunken-

ness and all kinds of wickedness.

But in regard to those that have

respect for Sunday and attend

Sunday schools, what do we find?

We find that they are trying to do

right, and endeavoring to live

their religion; they will become

ornaments to society and will be

great and good in the Kingdom
of God, upon whose shoulders this

work will roll forth, Therefore,

we. as members of the Y. M. M. I.

A., should be diligent in attend-

ing Sunday school, where we are

taught the ways of life, that we

may, in a future day, be counted

worthy to fill positions of honor

in the Kingdom of God.

B.

GRA TIFYING.

It is a gratifying fact, and one

worthy of mention, that the entire

mechanical work of our paper is

performed by members of the

Association.

How Mr ses THATCHERsendsus

word that he will be able to favor

in with his lecture within a couple

or three weeks.

^^
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BAD BOYS.

A
great deal has been said and

written upon the subject of

"sowing wild oats'' among the

young men of all communities,

and various opinions on the ques-

tion freely expressed, but there is

another fully as important, namely,

the morals of some of the youth of

more tender years. While it may
be conceded that it is an impossi-

bility to place "old heads upon

young shoulders," it must be borne

in mind that the disposition and

tendencies to mischief, on the part

of many little boys, in our city, if

not soon checked, may eventually

lead them to lives of evil. To see

boys of from 8 to 12 years, learn-

ing the vices of the age, and fol-

lowing in the footsteps of those

older in wickedness, is really de-

plorable. It should be the busi-

ness of those who have the right to

do so, to restrain their children in

these matters; keep the children

in the house at night, and try and

make home interesting, that in-

stead of seeking vicious com-
panions, they may cultivate a de-

sire for those things which ennoble

and elevate.
t
v -

-.

The young men can do much by

setting an example to their more
youthful brothers, and should they

discover any inclination to "hood-

luraism"—if the term may be

used— on the part of the smaller

ones, use their utmost influence to

abate this growing evil.

RexG.

OUR NEXT LECTURE.

We are pleased to announce that

Elder Wm. W. Burton has kindly

consented to lecture to the Asso-

ciation on Wednesday evening

next, on the following subject:

"The early habits the index to the

future man."

The well known ability of this

gentleman will undoubtedly secure

a large audience and we would ad-

vise all who desire good seats to

come early. The hall will be open

at 6:30 o'clock— lecture to com-

mence punctually at 7.

OEFICERS
OF THE Y. M. M. I. A., OF OGDEN

CITY, UTAH:

Joseph A. West, President.

David Kay, First Counselor.

Moroni Poulter,Second Counselor.

E. T. Myers, Recording Secretary.

R. P. Harris, Corresponding Sec.

Willard Farr, Treasurer.

William James, Librarian.

The regular meetings of the As-

sociation will be held on Wednes-

day of each week, at the City Hall,

Ogden, commencing at 7 o'clock

p.m. The public are invited to

attend.

^^s»=»
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CONTEXTMENT.

CONTENTMENT is a state of

the mind which is extremely de-

sirable, and is the grand object of

all our desires, our aspirations, our

hopes and our actions, yet is it

constantly enjoyed by few if any of

the human family? We may be

hopeful, cheerful, even joyful, and

yet not be perfectly contented.

To be contented is to be fully

satisfied. There is, however, a

certain sluggish, slothful content-

ment which is observed in those

of indolent habits, who have no

ambition, no high aspiration or

ardent desire for anything further

than a supply of those physical

wants, a contentment which is

negative in its nature, and cor-

responds to that observed in the

I,..

lower animals, when their wants

are supplied. But the content-

ment of an active individual is

when all the faculties and organs

of the mind and body are in

healthful exercise, acting in such

harmony that the hopes and de-

sires are consistent, and the

judgment, ability and energy suffi-

cient to the attainment and

accomplishment of all the legiti-

mate ends of life. In proportion

as these results are realized and

obtained, will be the contentment

and entire satisfaction of the mind.

Such a condition for any con-

siderable length of time is seldom

realized.

Most persons are liable to ex-

tremes of character, have their

extravagant hopes and expecta-

tions, their impulsive passions and

desires their errors in judgment

and their various excesses and de-

ficiences in iheir habits and prac-

tices, and consequently are liable

C?-7
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to theif ups and downs and the

extremes which are so constantly

manifested in their feelings and

character. For example, a flJaffl

indulges in the mC/st exaltive and

extravagant hopes and expecta-

tions in a certain enterprise, dur-

ing which time he is not contented,

but constantly elafced, excited afid

anxious as fo" the result; he fails

ffl his enterprise and is disap-

pointed, dissatisfied. He tries again

and fails, and thus keeps himself in

a' whirlpool of excitement until he

wears his health arid life away.

Even if successful, he is not con-

tented without still further attain-

ments. Thus while some are

seeking for wealth, others are in

search of pleasure and amusement,

and others of fame and renown,

while all classes are more or less

discontented with their present

condition. Others are constantly

troubled with fear, apprehending

some evil, or brooding over some

misfortunes by which they are not

satisfied with their lot. It is not

only our privilege but it is our

duty to be ever active in the affairs

of life, and to be'daily striving to

obtain all the legitimate ends of

our existence; but it does not fol-

low that we should, in conse-

quence, be discontented and dis-

satisfied; on the contrary, we

should do the best we can in all

cases, and feel satisfied with the

results, but strive to improve arfd

gain, not only by every success,

btff by every failure in life. Amid
all the difficulties, troubles, ills,

disappointments, failures, etc., of

life, instead of feeling annoyed,

irritated and discontented, we
sriouM keep our feelings and pas-

sions calm, our judgment clear,

and be contented with our best

efforts, improving ourselves from

every experience, and thus amid

toreterftment be growing wiser and

better every day. W.

OUR LAST LECTURE.

ELDER Win. W. Burton's lec-

ture delivered on Wednesday

evening last before the Association

was, in every respect, a very grati-

fying success.

The speaker began by relating a

few incidents of personal experi-

ence when he, like those present,

was earnestly striving to gain an

education and to prepare for the

active scenes of life which were

soon to follow. It was his early

custom to study at nights after the

day's work was over, but sub-

sequently in pursuance of the

advice of a friend he discontinued

this and occupied the early hou^s

of the morning instead. He found

that the latter course was much the

lX5 t
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better, his efforts being attended

with more gratifying results, and

advised all present whose avoca-

tion prevented them from studfwag

during the day to employ the

morning in preference to the even-

ing hours, as the pox/ers of mind

and body are then rested, vigor-

ous and active.

He spoke at some length upom

the life and achievements of Mr.

George Stephenson, tracing has

career from youth when he first

started out as herd boy at two pence

per day, until he attained great

eminence as a Locomotive and

Civil Engineer.

He next referred to Aristides

and Themistocles, compared their

different traits of character, and

related many interesting incidents

connected with their lives. He
also made brief allusion to Abra

ham Lincoln, Andrew Johnston

and others, -endeavoring to show

in each instance., that the early

habits and customs of these men
were in every respect indicative of

the greatness and renown to which

they afterwards attained.

The speaker occupied about an

hour and a kalf, during which time

the profoundest attention was paid

by all present.

A vote of thanks was heartily

and unanimously tendered him at

the close, after which the Society

adjourned for one week.

OUR PARTY.

A
Large and select company,

composed principally of young

people, assembled at the City Hall

on Friday evening, the 9th inst.,

to ^participate in the party an-

nounced m our last issue.

The assembly was called to or-

der a little before eight and danc-

ing soon after commenced con-

tinuing with unabating interest

aad activity until 12 o'clock—the

last dance being in progress when
this hour arrived.

At the close President F. D.

Richards made a few remarks

commending the course of the

management in discouraging

"round dances" and thanking

those present for their observance

of this item of consel which but a

short time ago was delivered to

them by our late respected Presi-

dent, Brigham Young. He spoke

at some length upon the evils

liable to result from these dances

if indulged in, and exhorted all

present to refrain from them and

to use their influence to induce

others to do likewise.

Although the party was a little

crowded everything passed off

very well, and we believe those

present will agree with us in pro-

nouncing it a social as well as a

financial success.
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THE AMATEUR. .

Edited and Published By-Weekly, under the

auspices of the Young Men's Mutual Improve-

ment Association, of Ogden City, Utah.

Joseph A. West, Editor.

WEDNESDAY, NOT. 21st, 1S77.

TO PRESIDENTS OF MUTUAL IMPROVE-
MENT ASSOCIATIONS.

We will he pleased to send the Amateur to all

Presidents of Mutual Improvement Associations

who will forward us their names and addresses and

twenty-five cents postage. We also invite them,

one and all, to favor us with an occasional cor-

respondence.

TO THE YOUNG PEOPLE OF
OGDEN.

THE day is not far distant when

every faithful young man and

woman now in Zion will be called

to occupy positions of greater or

less responsibility, prominence and

honor.

Our parents who have born off

the Kingdom of God so triumph-

antly through many long years of

persecution and hardships—hard-

ships almost unequalled in the an-

nals of history—are,many of them,

fast approaching the evening of

life, and are one by one, being

gathered home to meet the reward

of the just at the hands of a gra-

cious, lovingand omnipotent God.

The responsibilities of the work

which they have so nobly begun are

certain to come upon us, and each

passing month and year brings

them nearer and nearer unto

us, while at the same time our

leisure to educate and prepare our-

selves therefor is daily becom-

ing less.

Then, my young friends, why
not arouse from our lethargy and

endeavor to realize our true posi-

tions. Why not educate while

the day lasts and let the follies

and vanities of the world cease to

engross so much of our precious

time?

We are young now and our pow-

ers of mind and body are vigorous

and active, and if we turn them to

good account great will be the

harvest of our lives, but if we spend

our youth in frivolity and non-

sense our after years will, in all

probability, be marked with any-

thing but pleasant and profitable

results.

Our early habits and acquire-

ments form the foundation upon

which our characters are built and

to a great extent shape the ulti-

mate destiny of our lives. If we

obtain a good education we shall

be very likely to secure good pur-

suits,and to occupy the more hon-

orable, positions in the communi-

ties where we reside, while on the

other hand, if uneducated, we

may have to stand aside for others

who have improved the leisure of

youth in obtaining knowledge and

in training their minds to useful

occupations. Besides, to educate

Mt
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refines and ennobles the individual,

makes him in every respect a bet-

ter member of society, and enlarges

his sphere of usefulness and his

opportunities to do good. But

we wish it understood that by

the term "to educate'" we mean

that class of schooling which tends

to moral as well as intellectual im-

provement and not by any means

that which leads to so much infi-

delity and scepticism

It sometimes happens that per-

sons who receive a little scholastic

training become so conceited that

they consider themselves capa-

ble of judging all questions and of

testing by the operations of their

own minds alone the correctness

of all religious as well as other

principles, and hence are led into

doubt and scepticism and some

into infidelity and wickedness.

Now this is the result of a false

education or false conception. No
man or woman clothed upon with

the weaknesses of the flesh and

the errors of humanity, no matter

how well taught in the learning of

the world, is capable, without the

aid of the Lord, of comprehend-

ing the Gospel of Christ, for it is

written "No man knoweth the

things of God except by the spirit

of God." Hence, while it is ne-

cessary for us to rely upon the

operations of reason for the obtain-

ment.of knowledge, it is egotisti-

cal and foolish for us to suppose
that we are capable by this means
alone, unaided by the holy spirit,

of learning the ways of the Lord.

Then, to educate properly, it

is necessary for us to be humble,
to cultivate faith, and to seek true

enlightenment and aid from our

Father in Heaven that we may be

protected from error and pros-

pered in the obtainment of correct

principles.

Now, my young friends and
companions, the young people of

Ogden, we appeal to you by every

valuable consideration, by the

toils and sacrifices ol your parents,

by those personal considerations of

advantage and profit which a life

of rectitude and morality affords, to

arouse to the importance of your

stations in life, to improve the

golden hours of youth in preparing

yourselves for future usefulness,

and to meet those responsibilities

which will inevitably come, if

you are counted worthy to be

classed among the honorable of

the earth.

Put from you every appearance

of evil and seek diligently to ob-

tain a testimony of the truth of

the latter-day work, that when
the judgments of the Lord, so

long predicted, are poured out and

the Saints are tried as "gold in a

C?
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refiner's fire," that you may con-

tinue true and faithful to the

cause of your fathers and the cause

of God; that you must stand a

Gibraltar against the sea of wick-

edness and sin that is flooding the

land, and working dissolution

and death to the most potent na-

tions and kingdoms of mankind.

We invite you, one and all, to

come to our meetings, to identify

yourselves with our cause, and to

humbly seek with us to improve

those abilities which God has so

bounteously bestowed, that come

what may, we shall be able to act

well and nobly our part in the

great drama of life.

OUR A DYERTISEMENTS

%

IT will be observed that the last

page of the present issue is de

voted to advertisements.

We did not contemplate using

any of our space—before so limit-

ed— in this way, but a few of our

friends being desirous of aiding us

to meet the expenses of our publi-

cation, have kindly offered to

advertise; and upon a more mature

consideration of the matter, we

concluded that if a sufficient

number of small business cards

could be obtained, we would use

one page of our paper for this

purpose. How far we have been

successful will appear upon ex-

amination.

We feel to thank our friends,

one and all, for their patronage,

and trust that the Amateur may
merit their many good wishes, so

often expressed, for its future

success.

LECTURE ANNOUNCEMENT.

It affords us pleasure to an-

nounce that the next lecture of

the course will be delivered by

Hon. Moses Thatcher. The sub-

ject has not yet been communi
cated, but as the gentleman is aa

orator of considerable merit, a

rare iutellectual treat may be ex-

pected.

OFFICERS:

OF THE V. M. M. I. A., OF OGDEN
CITY, UTAH:

Joseph A. West, President.

David Kay, First Counselor.

Moroni Poulter,Second Counselor.

E. T. Myers, Recording Secretary.

R. P. Harris, Corresponding Sec.

Willard Farr, Treasurer.

William James, Librarian.

There is no excellence without

labor.

Truth crushed to earth will rise

again. •

-4 zm
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WHAT THEY SAY OF US.

The Young Men's Mutual Im-

provement Association of Ogden

City has commenced the publica-

tion of a neat little semi-monthly

periodical, called The Amateur.

It will be edited alternately by a

number of the young men of

Ogden, the present editor being

Joseph A. West. It is a credita-

ble little paper, and the whole

work, literary and typographical,

is performed by members of the

Association. We wish the Ama-
teur abundant success, and hope

it will become a permanent insti-

tution.

—

Deseret News.

"The Amateur."—This is the

title of a semi-monthly periodi-

cal issued by the Young Men's

Mutual Improvement Association

of Ogden, the first number of

which is at hand. It is very

neatly gotten up in every respect;

its typographical execution being

especially excellent, the design

being that of Mr. John P. Smith,

of the Junction Office, also a mem-
ber of the Society. Mr. Joseph

A. West is Editor, and his articles

have the true journalistic ring.

Success to the Amateur.— Ogden

Junction.

Satan can always find work for idle

hands to do.

A§xmES,

CHARADE.
I am a sentence composed of 28 letters:

My 6, 5, 16, 26, is the name of a Roman Kmperor.
My i, 10,19, 20, 26, is a musical instrument.
Mv 8, 2, 19, 28, is a fish.

My 26, 8, 9, 19, 6, 4, 19, 8, 12, 19, is a Turkish Officer

Mv 9, 3, 1, 18, 26, 28, 7, 8, 13, is a religious sect.

My 2-1, 25 26, 27, 28, can but kill the body.
My 11, 16, 15, 19, 17, is synonomous with mighty,
My -1, 3, 6, can pursue beyond the grave.
My 19, 14, 16, is essential to life.

My 22, 23, 19, 21, is one of the elements.
My whole is a quotation from one of Sir Bulwer

I.ytton's finest plays. G. G. T.

ENIGMA.

MY first three letters form a name
V\ hick all good folks despise,

lu Plato's realms this fiend he roves,

His doings are not wise.

My next four letters spell a word
Not easily defined,

Though Webster says "to wander 'round"

—

Interpret to your mind.

My next three letters form a part
And portion of mankind;

They'] e oftimes much beloved by girls,

Though mauy may be blind.

Mv eleventh, (last) of many kinds-
Imperial, M. M., green;

So much 'tis used by mortals here,

A boon much craved, I wean.

These disconnections, when combined,
Will form the object of cur minds.

J. P. S.

The following lines were recently sent by a
"gushing" youth to his lady-love. They appear to

be absolutely devoid of sense, but if read the proper
way, the amount of affection our young Komeo
entertained for his sweetheart can readily be per-

ceived. Probably some of our readers can make
them appear less absurd. Here they are:

1 thee read see that me
Love is up will I'll have
But that and you have you 11

One and down and you if

Two men have eight gallons of wine between
them, and wish to divide it equally—four gallons

to each; but in the absence of any kind of meas-
ures, with the exception of kegs, they are in a

quandary as to how to proceed One man has a 3

and 5 gallon keg, the other an S, which contains

the wine; The task is finally accomplished by
means of the 3, 5 and 8 gallon kegs, leaving four

gallons in the eight gallon keg and four in the five

Are any of our readers as smart as the two men?
If so, divide the wine for us by means of the kegs
oniy, and send in your answer.

4®- Answers to the above are requested, which if

received in time, will appear in our next issue.

©=^=o=o=^=^=s^=o=^s=©
3^
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F. S. RICHARDS,

Attorney a^d Counselor.

OFFICE, COURT HOUSE, OGDEN.

N. TANNER, Jr.,

Att'y &r Counselor-at-Law.

Office, Guthrie's 'Block,

FOURTH ST., OGDEN.

L. M. RICHARDS,

General Insurance Agent.
Capital Assets, Represented over $100,000,000.

DWELLIXG INSURANCE A SPECIALTY.

Office Cor. Gth-and Young Sts.

J. G. CHAMBERS,

Bookseller and News Agent.

All kinds of Educational Works coustantly
on hand.

FIFTH ST., IiETWEEX MAIN AND YOUXG.

SHARP & BRO.,

Sni-giea.1 «& ]MCe<»haiiical
Deutists,

FIFTH STREET, OGDEX.

Office above Blancett's Produce Store.

GEO. THOMPSON,

TGNSORIAL ARTIST
Hair Bought and Sold, and all kinds of Hair Work

neatly done to order.

THOS. W. JONES,

Merchant Tailor,

Main St., three doors north of 5th, Ogden.

JOSEPH TYRRELL,

BOOT and SHOE MAKER.
Good Fit Guaranteed.

OPPOSITE TITHIXG OFFICE, OGDEX.

JOHN STINGER,

LONDON BAKERY.
The only First-class Bakery in the City.

FIFTH ST.,Betweeu MAIN and YOUNG, OGDEN.

Wm, DRIVER & SON,

Wholesale & Retail Druggists,

MAIN ST., OGDEN.

Z. C. M. I., OGDEN BRANCH,

Wholesale and Retail Dealers in

GENERAL MERCHANDISE.

COR. MAIX AXD FO URTII STREETS.

JNO. BOYLE & Co.,

Wholesale & Retail Furniture.

Live Geese Feathers a Specialty.

MAIN STREET, OGDEN. 1 MAIN ST., OGDEN, UTAH.
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THE AMATEUR.
Edited and Published Bi-Weekly under the

auspices of the Young Men's Mutual Improve-
ment Association of Ogden City, Utah.

ADVICE TO THE YOUNG.

I
AM and always have been deep-

ly interested in the welfare of

the rising generation among this

people, hence I am impelled to

offer a few thoughts for their re-

flection.

When we were children we
thought and acted as children do,

but now as we are nearing man and

womanhood, we should put away

childish things and learn to direct

our thoughts and spend our time

in that right and proper way that

will secure to us the most intel-

ligence and prepare us for the

great struggle of life which is im-

mediately before us.

We are engaged in a great and

glorious work, which will require

all the talents and energy, knowi-

ng?

edge and faith that we can muster,

under the most favorable circum-

stances.

Our parents have passed from

youth £0 manhood and woman-

hood, and many of them to the de-

cline of life, and are now burdened

with care; so, in the course of Ma-

ture will we tread the same path,

be called to bear the same, or

greater responsibilities, in carry-

ing on the work of God upon the

earth. Now while we have peace,

and plenty of the comforts of life

around us, is the very best time

we will ever see, to store up knowl-

edge,develope the talents that God
has given us, and be prepared to

act well our part in the great

drama of life.

Our words, acts and thoughts

are the materials of which our

characters are built. Let us, then,

build well; for our present and

eternal welfare depends entirely

upon the use we make of our time

Ki
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and abilities, the habits we form

and the heed and diligence we
give to the commandments of our

Heavenly Father.

Let us seek after truth, and

strive to educate our minds in

every good and true principle.

I

Love and cherish virtue and puri-

ty, patience and sobriety, kindness

and charity; learn, and practice

the Golden Rule, in the true spirit

and meaning thereof, and the

Spirit of God will be with us,

which will bring more joy and

comfort to the heart than all the

pleasure which the fading* things

of earth can afford. X. Q. Z.
*-«-«

THE EDITORSHIP.

THE question of appofnting an

editor to succeed the present

one, was presented to the Associ-

ation two weeks ago to-night,when
despite our remonstrances, it was

unanimously resolved that we con-

tinue in charge of the paper for

another term.

It was urged that as the paper was

yet in its incipiency, and several

changes in its general make-up and

character were contemplated, it

would not be abvisable to appoint

a new editor until all necessary ar-

rangements and plans were fully

consummated. Hence, no change

occurs with the present issue, as

was expected.

EXTRAVAGANCE IN DRESS.

TT is a matter of congratulation
A that a great many of the young
ladies and gentlemen of this and
other portions of the Territory,

have inaugurated many measures
of reformation and improvement,
and among others, that of re-

trenchment; this being the case,

a few words on the subject of ex-

travagance in dress may not, it is

hoped, be unacceptable:

Extravagance in dress appears
to be the prevailing weakness with
many people. It is not to be sup-

posed, however, that because an
individual displays taste and neat-

ness in these matters that he or she

should be termed "foppish" or

prodigal. But when we see around
us so much "style, "as it is termed,

it affords food for reflection. Do
the votaries of fashion know that

the very "novelties" and "styles"

which they are so anxious to imi-

tate, are gotten up, in many in-

stances, by persons whose charac-

ters are such, that were they

compelled to walk side by side

with them through the streets,

they would be o'ermantled

with the blush of shame?
Then, again, what benefit do or

can we derive from being extrava-

gant in these matters? Every new
fashion, no matter what, is expen-

t?

JSi
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sive, costing, in many instances,

more than the material of which

it is'composed. Young ladies who

take pride in being plain in their

raiment, yet neat withal, appear to

every sensible person, far more

comely and beautiful, than when

powdered, painted, or bedecked

with several dollars' worth of

gaudy apparal, panniers, etc.

"Ah!" perhaps some young

gentleman will exclaim, "that is

right! I perfectly agree with you!

The manner in which some of the

girls drees is really ridiculous!"

But stop a moment, my friend:

Are you sure that your boots are

not a trifle too small,and inconse-

quence, you have several "pet
corns?" Are you certain that your
clothes are not so economically
cut that, when you get them on,

there is no chance to get them off

unless your tailor rips the seams
thereof, and releases you? Can you
truthfully say that you do not re-

quire a civil engineer to part your
hair exactly in the middle, lest one
hair more on one side of your head
than the other, should disturb "the
balance of power?" These, and
other points, we should look at as

young men, and, upon due consid-

eration, will find that our sex, as

well as the opposite, can well af-

ford to "mutually improve" in

these as in other things; hence, the

benefits already, and in the future

to be derived from Mutual Im-
provement Associations.

RexG.

KINDNESS.

THERE is nobody that knows
how much good just one kind

word can d/> nor how much joy

and comfort it brings but those

who have experienced it. A kind

word is never lost, for our Heaven-

ly Father takes notes of all our acts

and we will be rewarded for all

that we do that is of a kind nature.

Besides, when we bestow a kind

act upon anyone it always makes

us feel more joyous than we would

if we had not done it. We are not

any of us too old to learn to be

kind. We should be kind to the

poor; if they have not as fine

clothes and comfortable surround-

ings as others, remember that

it is our Heavenly Father that

blesses us with all that we have,

and if He sees that we»are proud

and haughty He may some day

take them away. Be kind and

charitable to the sick, and where-

ever we go be kind. Cad.

I
y?

'fc~-

Our readers will, no doubt,note

with pleasure the slight enlarge-

ment and improved appearance of

the present number of the

Amateur?

While "Mutual Improvement" is

our name,

Ne'r ceasing improvement shall be

our aim.

„—!
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THE AMATEUR.
Edited and Published By-Weekly, under the

auspices of the Young Men's Matial Improve-
ment Association, off Ogden City, Utah.

Joseph A. West, Editor.

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 5th, 1877.

TO PRESIDENTS OF MUTUAL IMPROVE-
MENT ASSOCIATIONS.

We will be pleased to send the Amateur to all

Presidents of Mutual Improvement Associations

Who will forward us their mimes and addresses and

ten cents postage. We also invite them, on©

and all, to favor us with an occasional corres-

pondence.

DANCING.

II

/\UR respected President, Apos-
* ' tie John Taylor, publishes in

the Deseret Evening News of Nov.

21st, a somewhat lengthy commu-
nication, entitled "Dancing Par-

ties and Kindred Amusements,"

all of which, being of special in-

terest to the young, we would be

glad to publish, did our space per-

mit. As it is, we will have to be

content with presenting only such

portions as specially refer to danc-

ing,and these in as brief a manner

as possible.

In regard to the time for closing

parties, the writer says: "Itisalso

the unanimous sense of the coun-

cil (of the Twelve Apostles) that

our parties never be continued

after midnight; but that the Priest-

hood encourage the closing of pub-

lic parties and other social gather-

v/§L

ings at an earlier hour, say at ten

or eleven o'clock p. m."
He then goes on to state, 'that

as parties given for the purpose of

making money are not generally

as select as those for which social

enjoyment is the principal object,

that all such dances should be dis-

countenanced and prohibited.

Also that before any party is given

a list of those to be invited

should be submitted to the Bishop

or presiding authority of the

Ward, and that such list, when so

submitted, should never be devi-

ated from without the Bishop's

consent.

The following in regard to round

dances we clip from the closing

paragraph:

"There has been,among all cor-

rect feeling people, a strong pre-

judice against them, as they tend,

though not always intentionally so,

to demoralize our youth, and op-

erate prejudicially to those inno-

cent enjoyments which ouglit to

characterize the recreations of the

Latter-day Saints. We do not

wish to be too restrictive in those

matters, but would recommend

that there be not more than one or

two permitted in an evening.*****
We invite the co-operation^

of the young mens' and young

ladies' Mutual Improvement Asso-
1 J
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ciations, and of all good Saints to

discountenance anything wrong,

and to assist their Bishops in the

furtherance of these desirable

objects."

These most excellent and salu-

tary counsels are delivered to us by

the highest acknowledged authori-

ty of God upon the earth, and it

becomes the duty of every Lat-

ter-day Saint, both old and young

to render strict obedience to

them.

The round dance, here spoken

of, ha's been the subject of much
comment, of late, not only with

our own people, who have striven

for some time past to eliminate it

from the recreations of the ball-

room, but also with the press and

pulpit throughout the land. The
leading religious denominations

of the world, especially the Catho-

lics, set their faces like a flint

against its practice, and the day
seems not far distant when the
modern waltz, with its close

embrace and giddy seductive
whirl, will be driven entirely from
the recreations of all respectable

people, and its votaries be classed

among the disreputable and vul-

gar element of society.

What ! the girl that I love by another embraced!
Another man's arm round my chosen one's waist!
What! touched in the whirl by another man's

knee;
And panting recline on'another than me!
fair, she's yours; you have brushed from the grape

its soft blue,
From the rose you have shaken the delicate dow;
What .you've touched you may take—pretty
waltzer adieu!

21 I:••?,
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ELDER M.THATCHER'S LECTURE.

mHE lecture of Elder Moses
X Thatcher delivered on Wednes-
day evening last before the Asso-

ciation was truly the event of the

season, and we regret that our

limited space prevents us giving it

a more full and extended notice.

The subject from Shakespeare's

play, Othello, is as follows: "Who
steals my purse steals trash," &c.

The speaker referred to the vir-

tue and integrity of our fathers and
mothers, and said that while they

were possessed of such sterling

qualities it would be unreasonable

to suppose that we, their children,

were lacking in these respects.

Spoke of the exalted worth of vir-

tue, and endeavored to show that

the power, prominence, durability

and dominion of a nation in any

age of the world was only measured

by the purity and freedom from

social corruption of her sons and
daughters; that while chastity and

social excellence were a notice-

able characteristic of the earlv

founders of all great nations and

empires, that the absence of these

virtues inevitably presaged ulti-

mate political decay and ruin.

He referred for examples to

Rome, France and our own coun-

try, and closed with a most elo-

quent pero ration, the. substance of

n
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which was that within the crum-

bling ruins of the political and so-

cial decay of nations, God, in his

infinite wisdom, always preserved

an element of virtue, which subse-

quently arose, asserted the right to

dominion, and built kingdoms and

empires which lasted while virtue

endured, and perished when virtue

fled.

The speaker's review of the his-

tory of America contained a scath-

ing denunciation of the vice and

corruption which have crept into

high places and cannot seemingly

be dislodged.

The lecture throughout was a

remarkably fine display of forensic

ability and historic lore, chaining

the attention of the audience from

first to last.

HONESTY.

HONESTY is one of the noblest

virtues, and one that should

be cultivated above all others.

Honesty leads to success, it mat-

ters not in what position we are

placed or in what business we are

engaged. If we cultivate this

principle and live by it we will

get through this world loved and

respected by all by whom we are

known, or with whom we have

anything to do. Think for a

moment of the great Rothschilds,

the richest men in the world.

How have they obtained so much
wealth? Was it by being dishon-

est? No; it was by being honest

with those with whom they have

had business transactions. Again,

think of A. T. Stewart and Van-

derbilt, who died but a short time

ago, two of the richest men Ameri-

ca had produced. How did they

become so immensely rich? It was

by being honest and upright with

those with whom they had to deal.

Some will say: "Well, there are

those who have gained fortunes by

being dishonest." That is so,

Wm. M. Tweed for instance, who
stole money trom the New York

treasury, we all know what be-

come of him; he landed in the

penitentiary, and is to-day a bank-

rupt and a wreck. We will find

in all the various transactions

in which we engage that it is

best to be honest. S. E. A.

OUR NEXT LECTURE.

Our next lecture will occur on

Wednesday evening, the 12th

inst., and will be delivered by

Elder David M Stuart; who has

kindly consented to continue the

subject with which he so much in-

terested us four weeks ago to-

night, entitled "Missionary Ex-

perience Abroad." The bare^

announcement will undoubtedly
secure a crowded house.

^JiX
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TO THOSE DESIRING OUR PAPER.

WE have lately received many
inquiries in regard to the

price of our little paper both from

residents of Ogden and other

places.

In reply we would say that it has

not been our design to publish a

paper for general distribution, our

purpose being simply to meet our

own necessities and promote the

general interest of our own Asso-

ciation. However, inthis,we do not

wish to be selfish, and if other So-

cieties in this and the adjacent

counties desire our paper we will

be glad to supply them at five cents

per copy, or fifty cents for the re-

maining numbers of this volume

including the present issue, ten

numbers in all, postage paid.

Please address all communica-

tions upon this subject to the

Amateur, Lock Box One, Ogden
City, Utah.

AIMS IN LIFE.

THE first object in life of every

individual, should be the mu-
tual improvement and happiness of

all with whom they are associated.

To this end each one should en-

deavor to store his mind with use-

ful knowledge and true wisdom,

learn and do those things which

are pleasing to our Father in

Heaven, who is the source of all

that is great and wise, as well as

good. When we take up a book
or paper to read, it should be of

that class that will instruct and

benefit, leading us to high and

noble thoughts and actions, and

not of that light and frivolous

character which weakens the

powers of the mind and render the

affairs of real life insipid and

valueless, filling us with nonsense

and frivolity. When the first step

is taken in the right direction, the

second is easier, and the next still

more so; and so onward until we
we arrive to the greatest degree of

perfection that is possible for us

to attain to. O. T.

On Wednesday evening last the

Association decided to institute

measures for the purchase of an

organ also for the organization

and systematic instruction of a

choir to be under the able leader-

ship of Prof. John Fowler.

A series of parlor entertainments

are to be given in connection with

the ladies of the Relief Society of

this city, the first of which will oc-

cur on Friday evening next, the

7th inst., as per programme en-

closed. The patronage of the

public is respectfully solicited.

Admission 25 cts.
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MEETING OF THE CENTRA L COM-
MITTEE OF THE r. j/; j/ / .-rs.

AT a meeting of the Central
Committee of the Young

Men's Mutual improvement Asso-
ciations, held at Salt Lake City on
Saturday, the iSth of last month,
the following officers were elected

:

Junius F. Wells, President.

Milton C. Hardy, ) „ .

-d^„ ,r -d \
^Counselors.Rodney C. Badger,
j

B. F. Cummings, jr., Secretary.

R. W. Young, Assis't Secretary.

Geo. F. Gibbs, Cor. Secretary.

Mathoni W. Pratt, Treasurer.

It is expected that there will be
appointed in each Stake of Zion
a President of Mutual Improve-
ment Associations who will have
the general supervision of all

societies within the Stake, and will

direct and supervise a system of
missionary labors among the soci-

eties.

It will also be the duty of this

President to receive the quarterly

reports and condense them into

one—to be forwarded to the Cen-
tral organization.

i

h

We have received the first num-
ber of The Amateur, edited by
Joseph A. West, under the auspices

of the Y. M. M. I. A. of Ogden
City. Its motto "Knowledge is

power, Union is strength." Of
course this is experimental, but we
feel sure The Amateur will be
successful in its mission. We
heartily rejoice in every new
avenue of this sort, which opens for

improvement among the young
people. We trust it will be wide-
ly circulated, and so well sup-

ported, that it may increase in size

and become as popular as any of

the publications of the Latter-day

Saints. We give the Amateur
a cordial greeting and feel that it

has a wide field of labor before it,

in which to sow good seed of

which the reward may be a rich

harvest for Israel.—Woman's Ex
ponent.

OFFICERS

OF THE Y. M. M. I. A., OF OGDEN
CITY, UTAH:

Joseph A. West, President.

David Kay, First Counselor.

Moroni Poulter,Second Counselor.

Washington Jenkins, Rec. Sec'y.

R. P. Harris, Corresponding Sec.

Willard Farr, Treasurer.

William James, Librarian.

J iW WEJRS TO PA STIMES.

The answer to the charade published in our last

issue is as follows: "The Pen is inighMer than the
Sword." Correct answers have been received
from Alma D Chambers, Martha IIorspuol,Stepheu

A. Browning and Heber J. Purdy.

Answer to enijrma. "improvement." Correct
answers received from Eliz-i Purdy, Martha Hors-
pool and Eliza A. Stratford

The solution of 'he keg problem is as follows:

First fill he 3 gallon keg and empty this into the

ft, then fill the 3 gallon again from the S and pour
into the 5 until full, wh»n there will remain one
gallon in the 3 gall >n keg. Now empty the 5

gallon into the S irallon and pour the one gallon

from the 3 gallon keg to the 5 gallou keg. Then
fill the 3 gallon keg from tire 8, and again empty
this into the 5 gallon keg. There will then be four

gallons in the 5 gallon keg and four gallons in the

X gallon keg. Correct answers to the above have

been received from C C Richards, W. H. West, .1.

T. Ballantyne, Heber J. Purdy and Jesse G.

Stratford.

The verse was correctly ren/l by Kate Penrose,

Martha Horspool and Stephen A. Browning.

Contributions ofcharade*, puzzles, enismias.etCy

are solicited from our readers, which, if received in

time, will appear in the Pastime Column of our
next issue.
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THE FROST-S FROLIC.

!"ITE frost stepped out one evening bright,
Just as the sun's last ray of light
Was (-not o'er mouutain top go old,

To burnish each with tinge ofgo] I.

He Wanderod up and down the street
fainting .-.II he chancod to meet.
At last, in spangles pure an I white
He settled 'gainst a window light.

Not idle he, o-».e might supposed
He'd stop awh ; Ie to warm his nose; jj£'
But with a will and magic touch,
That nijht he did accomplish much.

TTis paints were pure and strictly white,
Composed ofdamp and dew of night;
His subjects gleamed from far and wido,
From brook and hill and mountain side.

A thousand neat, fantastic forms
He wrought, as line as 'ere adorns
A mansion; and as fa ; r withal,
As e'er bedecked a palace hall.

I fain would detail each and all,

But, as my space is rather small,
One more; have patience ere I close,
Then you and I will to repose.

The sun ascends! his zenith ncars!
Be qu et child, and rub your ears!

P0011 w 11 he sound frost's funeral knell,
Then off, sir. to vour narrow cell.

Z. B.

y$L
ST*0/-~£~r-

free Agency.

FREE AGENCY is a blessing

which is bestowed upon every

man that cometh into the world,

and if we in reflection, centre our

thoughts upon it, we cannot but

admit that it is one of the greatest

boons that mankind enjoys, given,

as it is, by God, the giver of all

good gifts. I will quote a few lines

of the poet, who, when writing

upon this subject, says:

Knew this, that evory soul is free

To choo»e his life, and what he'll bo,

For this eternal word is given,

That God will force no man to Heaven.

So it is, then, that every child is

free to act according to its desire,

or according to the promptings of

the spirit which dwells within it.

If a young man has a desire to be

reckless, or careless about what he

shall do, or if he desires to steal,

cheat, lie or swear, he has his OAvn

free will to do so, but there is a

sting to all this, which at times he

Nj=M3) KG 1

i3^
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must feel. His conscience smites

him, and he feels within himself

that he has not feared God who
created him, neither regarding

man with whom he dwells, but has

been serving and laboring for the

Evil One. Consequently,he entails

the wages of sin for his reward

:

And the wages of sin are death!

So it is also with a young man
who, on the other hand, has a de-

sire or a will to do good; who
determines to listen to the instruc-

tions of God's servants, to work
the works of righteousness, and

to keep the commandments ofGod.
But with him his conscience ap-

proves of his work, he feels joyous

and happy, everything is pleas-

ant and agreeable, because he has

feared God, and regarded and re-

spected his fellow man. He receives

the reward of the just, viz: a

crown of glory in the Kingdom of

God.

True, it may be said, that Satan

tempts mankind and uses his in-

fluence to lead them astray, and to

prompt them to walk into crime and

every manner of wickedness. But

notwithstanding this there is a por-

tion of the Spirit of the Lord within

every man that is born into the

world to light, guide, direct and

prompt him to do right, to help

him fight against Satan, and to

work the works of righteousness,

so that after he has filled

the measure of his creation, or fin-

ished his probation on this earth,

he may then return to God and
receive his reward for the works
done in the flesh. By this we learn

that God is not so unmerciful as to

leave His children by themselves.

Neither is He so compulsory as to

force His children to serve Him,
but has sent them here to try, and
prove them, or to see what they

will do; He has given them a free

agency or will, to act for them-

selves, and do as seemeth them
good, and then abide the conse-

quences. He has also given them
His words that if they will to

serve the Devil they must abide the

penalty, which is death and con-

demnation, but if they will to

serve God eternal life in His

Kingdom is their reward.

N. G.

I

OUR SOCIETY, cj-c.

FEEL that our Association has

been organized for a good and

wise purpose. It is calculated to

protect us from the many tempta-

tions and snares of the adversary

with which .we are surrounded.

Do we realize that we are sur-

rounded by the enemies of God,

whose object is to overthrow this"

kingdom, and who expect to ac-

si
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complish it in some degree, at

least, by the influence they exert

over the children of the Saints?

They are not our friends, neither

are they the friends of God, for

they seek to destroy the priest-

hood. There is no person who
has the Holy Ghost that can be-

lieve their doctrines.

My Brethren and Sisters, if we
suffer ourselves to be led from the

counsels of our parents and lose

the light of the Holy Spirit we will

become infidels to God, but if we
are obedient we have a right to

the Holy Ghost, which will teach

us our duty, and by it we shall

know truth from error and light

from darkness. My parents have

. taught me the truth and so have

yours, and no tongue can express

the gratitude we owe to them for

their faithfulness. It is our duty

to honor and defend the princi-

ples which they have taught us,

and to promote by every means in

our power the advancement of the

Kingdom of God. H.

LECTURE ANXO UXCEMEXT.

Elder Wm. W. Burton has kind-

ly consented to favor us with an-

other of his interesting lectures on

Wednesday evening, the 26th

inst. ; subject, "Incidents of travels

in the north of England.'' The
public are invited.

ILL TRY.

HOW easy it is to say "I can't."

Many young people say

it, and not only say it, but act it

out when some difficulty arises in

their path which they are required

to overcome. Wh^n Ave fail in

anything that we have been
trying to accomplish our energies

are weakened and we are less able

to battle with the next difficulty

that presents itself. We can form

the habit of saying "I can't" and

of giving up faint hearted when
difficulty presents itself until we
are unfit to contend with the

stern realities of life. On the

other hand we can form the habit

of saying "I'll try," and learn to

battle with difficulty with a strong

will until to succeed will be what

we may reasonably expect in every

contest. Every victory that Alex-

ander the Great, and the armies

under his command gained over

their enemies, seemed to make

them more invincible and give

them additional assurance of

victory in the next approaching

battle. Let us all leave off

saying "I can't" and learn to

say "I'll try," and so become in-

vincible in overcoming the many
little difficulties that may arise in

the pathway of life. H.

&
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WEDNESDAY, DEC. 10th, 1S77.

TO PRESIDENTS OF MUTUAL IMPROVE-
MENT ASSOCIATIONS.

Wr. will be pleaeecrco send the Amateur to all

Presidents of Mutual Improvement Associations

who will forward us their names and addresses and

ten cents postage. We also invite them, one

and all, to favor us vith an occasional corres-

pondence.

OUR TERM EXPIRED.

*5

pWO months have elapsed since

the first number of the Ama"
teur was issued under the auspices

of the Young Men's Mutual Im-

provement Association of this city,

and according to our plan then

announced, a change in the editor-

ship must now occur.

While we have nothing to say in

regard to the literary character of

the past four issues, unless it be to

apologize for their imperfections,

it affords us pleasure to be able to

state that we have never, from the

first, lacked fo\^ contributions with

which to fill our columns, but on

the contrary, our file has been

continually crowded, so much so

that pieces designed for one issue

have often been laid by for the

next because of our lack of space.

Financially, too, our most san-

Whs*

guine expectations have been more
than realized. At first it was
thought that the expenses of our

little periodical would have to be
met entirely by the Association,

and that it Would probably require

for this purpose all the means that

we could possibly obtain during

the period of its publication, but

through the kindness of our friends

in favoring us with advertisements,

we have thus far met all current

expenses without the least embar-

rassment, and have been able to

turn our attention to other mea-

sures of improvement involving

pecuniary outlay, such as the pro-

fessional discipline of a choir, the

purchase of an organ, etc. We
have also been able to increase our

issue from 200 to 300 copies, and

to add four pages to the original

size of our paper, thereby accom-

modating our advertisements with-

out encroaching upon air limited

space.

Before retiring from the posi-

tion to which the Association has

seen fit to appoint us, we desire to

return our thanks to all those who
have favored us with contributions

during the period that we hive

been in charge of the paper. Also

to our patrons we would say:

Your kind appreciation of our

humble efforts, and the valuable

aid which you have afforded us

7h
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will ever receive our kindliest

remembrance, and while we
make no pretentions to literary

learning or journalistic ability it

shall be our constant aim to give

you as good a paper as our circum-

stances, our abilities and the time

at our disposal will permit.

CORRESPONDENCE.

Ogdex, Dec. 9th, 1S77.

Dear Mr. Editor:

Although I am not a member
of the Young Men's Mutual Im-

provement Association, your un-

tiring efforts for improvement in

the different departments of the
.

Society, over which you have

been appointed to preside, have

by no means passed with-

out my notice. More es-

pecially since the advent of

your enterprising little paper,

the Amateur, have I noticed your

unceasing labors in behalf of the

youth of Zion, and it is with

pleasure that I assure you of my
most devout wishes for your con-
tinued success in the great and
glorious work which has been
placed upon you through your
appointment to the presidency.
Trusting that your earnest en-
deavors to do good may be
crowned with brilliant success,

I am, dear sir,

very respectfully yours,

Fritz.

"BOHEMIAN' ETIQUETTE.

INASMUCH as there are many
curious notions in the world

as to the manner in which persons,

should conduct themselves in order

to gain the respect of all right-

minded people, the writer of this

article considers it his duty to ex-

patiate upon this subject, and en-

deavor to show up the fallacy(?)

of such old-fashioned ideas.

Now, young men, do not be led

away with the notion that to be

gentlemen is the great object in

life. It is not according to the

modern ideas of civilization and

improvement. Whenever you see

an opportunity, deviate as much as

possible from the rules laid down
by those insane individuals who
have such straight-laced ideas of

decorum. We are advised to take

advantage of the opportunities we
have in youth, and learn of those

things which will make us useful

members of society. Pshaw ! Let

us "enjoy life while we are young.

"

In accordance withthisprogramme

it will be in order to make nightly

visits to the nearest beer saloon,

and by all means to stay there up

to the last minute permitted by

law, and an hour or so later, if

possible. However, be that as it

may, when you do start for your

abode, be sure that those in the
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neighborhood are not left in

ignorance of the important fact. A
few healthy yells will enliven those

"old fogies" who think that ten or

eleven o'clock p. m. is the right

time to retire. Be sure to speak

of your parents as "the old man"
or "old woman." It is a well

known fact that you owe your

fathei and mother nothing! They
have only taken good care of you

from your babyhood up, and

tended you through sickness; fur-

nished you with clothing, food,

etc.,* but whatofthat? It's no more

than their parents did for them!

No better opportunities are

afforded for a display of your abili-

ties as "nonconformists" to the

foolish ideas of etiquette than at

public assemblages. At a party be

sure to emit such copious discharges

of tobacco juice from your mouth as

you may feel necessary for the dis-

comfort of those around you.

The instant the floor manager puts

in an appearance, to "call on,"

make a desperate rush across the

hall, clutch a lady by the wrist,

and drag her upon the floor.

Tread upon everybody's toes, and

should any individual presume to

complain, strike him to your feet,

—if you can—this is a free coun-

try, and the man who seeks to re-

strain you is an usurper.

In short, do everything in your

power to break down these foolish

notions of law, order and politeness,

and the probabilities are that one

fine day you will have the satisfac-

tion of boarding at the expense

of the law-abiding community

—

in a "government hotel."

Rex G.

OUR EXTERTAIXMEXT.

THE Parlor Entertainment at

the City Hall on Friday even-

ing, the 7th inst., was tolerably

well attended, though not as

largely by members of the Asso-

ciation as could be desired. The
pieces, with but few exceptions,

were very creditably rendered,
eliciting from the audience loud

and continued applause.

On Friday evening next the

Association will give another en-

tertainment at the same place,

when an entirely new programme
will be presented, the musical part'

of which will be performed by the

members of the North Ogden
Choir. Mr. Cox, of Hooper City,

will also favor us with a few

comicalities. For particulars see

programme enclosed.

Where lives the man that hath not
tried

How mirth can into folly glide,

And folly into sin!

—Scott.

;€^@
ife
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THOUGHT.

HOW many of us appreciate the

importance of learning to

think? What! says some, is not

thought spontaneous? Can the

art of thinking be cultivated and

acquired? We answer yes. It is

just as essential that we learn to

think correctly, as that we learn

the art of reading properly, for

while the latter is one of the medi-

ums through which we receive in-

formation and intelligence, no
amount of reading will make us

wise unless we reflect upon what
we read, and, by thought and re-

flection, make it a source of profit

and benefit to us.

By pursuing this course we will

find new ideas presenting them
selves to our minds from time to

time, which, if promptly received

and considered, will help to dc-

velope our mental faculties and
give them strength and power.
And, although we may not pos-

sess the genius of a Shakespeare
or a Newton, we may all attain

that healthy condition of mental
development which will enable us

to impart to others some ideas and
thoughts which will benefit them,
and thus we can give as well as

receive intelligence. Then let us

try to learn this art by reflecting

upon and digesting whatever we
read or hear, being careful al-

ways to read only good books,
such as will teach us truth instead

of error, and closing our ears to all

improper or unprofitable commu-
nications.

We should also learn to write

our thoughts and thus give others

the benefit of our ideas and reflec-

tions. To aid us in this the

Amateur has been established in

oar Association. May it accom-
plish the object of its existence. S.

SWEARTNG.

THE habit of swearing is such

a vile and complicated crime

that I am surprised that men who
wish to be considered wise and

polite, should ever be found guilty

of it. It is low, coarse and

wicked; a vice to which there is

no temptation, and one of those

sins which may be called presump-

tuous.

Swearing is not only reprobated

by the laws of good taste and good
manners, but forbidden by the

commandment of God. He who
makes use of oaths would seem to

give us to understand that his bare

word is not to be taken.

It is our duty as members of an

Association for mutual improve-

ment, to do our utmost to improve

our conduct, and to set a good ex-

ample to all, both old and young:

for a bad example tends to corrupt

in some degree, every one that lives

within its baneful influence; and

since swearing is an example that

is an insult to refined society, a

breach of good manners and an

offense in the sight of God, none

who wish to maintain a good

character or to obtain the favor

of the Lord, should ever be guilty

1 of its practice. W. J.
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OUR LAST LECTURE.

ELDER David M. Stuart was

greeted with an overflowing

house on Wednesday evening last,

it being the occasion on which he

was announced to continue his

very interesting lecture entitled

"Missionary Experience Abroad."

The speaker began by stating

that he would endeavor to con-

vince the skeptic of the necessity

of faith in God and a reliance on
his never failing promises. He
gave a careful account of his

experience and travels in Ore-
gon and Washington Territories,

in all of which the overrul-

ing providences of the Lord were
illustrated in the most positive and
striking manner. He made many
converts; had many marvelous
dreams and visions; passed through
trials and hardships of the most
perilous character; and at length

when on his return to Utah, his

party, composed of seven men three

women and two children, was at-

tacked by Indians. Their animals

stolen; one of their number shot

full of arrows and they were left in

an Indian country, not knowing
where they were, without animals

and almost without food. But
they were marvelously delivered

from all of this by the hand of

God, and in time all arrived in

the valley of the Great Salt Lake
in safety. The lecture throughout

was full of interesting narratives

and historical facts, maintaining

the strictest and intensest interest

from beginning to end.

ASTIM15SlF-

CHARADES.

I am a sentence composed of 1G letters:

Myl, 6,7,8, 9, isa kind of cloth.
My K», 14, 4, 5, is a place to walk.
My 11, 7, 13,12, 2, la the name of a stream.
My 14, 16, 12, is a kind of drink.
Sly 6, 14, 4, 12, 2, we could not live without.
My 11, 3, 4, 5, is the name of a girl.

My 6, 5. 7, 4, 12, is a clean color.

My 6, 15, 4, 6, is a preposition.

My 13, IS, 11, 4,3,12, wo should ever keep.
My « hole is a well known quotation. II.

I am composed of 17 letters.

My 11, 2, 10, 17, is used for roofing houses.

My 4, 5,15, is what fanners need in abundance.
My 8, 9, 10, 11, is a favorite amusement.
My 3, 1, 9, 7, 1 1,17, is what mothers need.

My 14, 17, 12, is much used as a (leverage.

My 8, 2, 8, 11. 17, is a sacred volume
My 14, 5, 13, 16, 17, 0, is a lawyer of Ogden.
My 7, 17, 12, 14, 4, all must meet
My whole is the name of a gentleman well

known in Ogdeu. O.

Two little hoys are peddling apples, each having
SU apiece; one meets a customer and sells at the

rate of 2 for a cent, and receives in return 16 cents-

'J'he other meets the sanie party, to whom the

former had sold, ami in order to dispose of his ap-

ples, is compelled to sell 3 for a eeut, and receives

hut 10 cents. Amount received from both sales,

25 cents. Now 2 apples for a cent and 3 apples for

a cent is equal to 5 apples for 2 routs; but 1.0 apples

at the swne ratio would cost but 24 cents. Mow
how did the boys obtain the extra cent, they have
in •, received '2o cents, as before stated .

JKif- Answers to the above are requested, w\lch if

received in time, will appear in our next issue.

OFFICERS

OF THE V. M. M. I. A., OF OGDEN
CITY, UTAH:

Joseph A. West, President.

David Kay, First Counselor.

Moroni Poulter,Second Counselor.

Washington Jenkins, Rec. Sec'y.

R. P. Harris, Corresponding Sec.

Willard Farr, Treasurer.

William James, Librarian.
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LIFE AND DEATH.

"ITTHAT a world of conflicting

f » thoughts and emotions throng

the mind of one who attempts the

contemplation of the true and full

import of the words, Life and

Death! In the English language,

with all its beauty of simile,

its wealth of synonym, there are

to be found no other words so

laden with the joys and sorrows of

existence,' so fraught with mean-

ing to mankind.

Life, in its broad, unlimited

sense, is the representation of hap-

piness, of glory, of pleasure, of

honor, of truth and even of eter-

nity. Death, equally broad in

contrast, presents the sombre pic-

ture of misery, of darkness, of

degradation, of annihilation.

Considered thus,mere existence is

not life; and, even, as life includes

all that is bright and joyous, so to

live means to fill up the measure

of our creation with persistent,

heaven-directed efforts, with

noble, god-like deeds, and by leav-

ing behind a pure, untarnished re-

cord for the emulation of those

who follow us. To fall short of

this is to fail in the fulfillment

of the purposes for which the Al-

mighty placed us here on earth.

Nor is death merely the cessation

of respiration—no, to the saint of

God this is but the gateway to

life. To sin deeply and beyond

forgiveness is to drink of death in

all its bitterness. But for those

whose lives are blameless this as-

pect possesses no terror. Happy

are they who can welcome the

sleep called death as being the

path which they will joyfully tread

to reach the Throne of God and
there receive the crown of Life

Eternal. Kennon.
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CORRESPONDENCE.

Dec. 14, 77-

JE

Tooele City.

Editor Amateur:

Dear Sir—Having had the

privilege of perusing a copy_ of

your little paper, and noticing

your invitation for correspondence

I avail myself of the first oppor-

tunity of writing.

Our Association hailed with

great pleasure the announcement
that Prest. J. F. Wells and Elder

B. F, Cummings, Jr., were com-
ing out here to look after the in-

terest of the young people of this

stake of Zion, and before they had
completed their tour, we teamed
to appreciate more fully the labors

in which they are engaged.

They arrived here on Monday,
the Toth inst., and held meetings

in the afternoon and evening,

Prest. J. F. Wells pointed out in

a clear and forcible manner the

benefits to be derived by being

connected with such associations.

It is almost impossible to realize

the advantages we have, until we
are called to fill a mission or

other important duties in life.

Elder B. F. Cummings gave a

very interesting account of his

labors in the ministry, also of his

connection with improvement as-

sociations, where he had gained

much that was valuable to him
when called to other and greater

duties.

Bro. Moroni Picket was chosen

Supt. of the Y. M. M. I. A. of

Tooele, and was unanimously sus-

tained.

On Tuesday our party, which

was composed of Prest. J. F.

Wells, Elder B F Cummings, Jr.

,

Prest. F. M. Lyman, of the Tooele
Stake, Supt. Maroni Picket, Prest.

O. H. Barrus, Assistant Sec,, T.
Hale and your correspondent,
proceeded to Grantsville and held
meetings in the afternoon and
evening. From Grantsville we
went to St. John's in Rush valley,

held two meetings there and on
Thursday returned to the ter-

minus.

The spirit of the Gospel pre-

vailed; and much good and time-
ly instruction was given.

We desire to see the Amateur
prosper, and your efforts toward
mutual improvement crowned with
success.

I remain yours in the Gospel,
Thos. W. Lee.

Salt Lake City, Jan. 2, '78.

Editor Amateur:
I wish you and all the readers of

the Amateur a "Happy New
Year." I thought, perhaps, a few

items concerning the manner in

which the new year was spent in

this city would be of interest to

the readers of our paper. The
day was observed as a general holi-

day, the principal stores and places

of business in the city were closed

and the employees free to partici-

pate in the enjoyments of the day.

As the old year began to draw
near its close, people might be

seen both from town and country,

making purchases of the good
things of earth to enjoy themselves

on the beginning of the new year,

causing the- hearts of both mer-

chant and purchaser to be made
glad. The new year dawned with
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a clear sky above, and earth,

adorned in her fairest robes, af-

fording excellent sleighing, which

was largely participated in by

both old and young, causing the

tintinabulation of a hundred

raerrv bells to be heard until

a late hour at night. Among
other amusements were those of

skating and dancing, the latter of

which was enjoyed in the various

ward school houses and public

buildings throughout the city.

The one, perhaps, most worthy of

note was that held in the Eleventh

Ward Assembly Rooms on New
Year's eve, which reflected great

credit on the committee of ar-

rangements, for the taste and skill

they displayed in decorating the

hall so beautifully for the occasion.

The music was excellent and every-

thing passed off to the perfect

satisfaction of all who attended.

The party closed at a few minutes

past twelve o'clock, each attendant

wishing the other a glad and pros-

perous new year. Wishing the

Amateur every success,

I am yours,
Parker.

PARLOR ENTERTAINMENT.

THE entertainment of Friday

evening, Dec. 21st, was better

in every respect than any former

one of which we have any recol-

lection.

The North Ogden choir per-

formed their portion of the pro-

gramme in a very masterly and

creditable manner, receiving voci-

^W

ferous applause at the conclusion

of each piece. Messrs. Robt. Cox,

Washington Jenkins and W. H.

West also did themselves much

credit in the various pieces as-

signed to them, each receiving in

turn a liberal meed of applause,

the two former gentlemen being

separately encored.

We feel to return thanks to all

who have kindly aided us in our

past few entertainments, and par-

ticularly to the North Ogden choir,

who came from a distance through

inclement weather, we would say:

your kind and able assistance is

much appreciated by us and will

be gladly reciprocated whenever

opportunity permits.

OUR HOLIDAY PARTIES.

THE two social parties given by

the Association at the County

Court House, one on Christmas

and the other on New Year's eve,

were well attended, and both

passed off in a very orderly, pleas-

ant and highly enjoyable' manner.

The music under the leadership

of Prof. Fowler was most excellent.

The floor managers and attendant

committees were very gentlemanly

and courteous. The company that

assembled was strictly select, and
the utmost vivacity and spirit pre-

vailed during the entire evening.

Both parties closed at 12 o'clock

sharp.
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OUR ENTREE.

AS we have been chosen to the

editorship of the Amateur
for one term, we enter upon the

necessary labors timidly, hoping

that the public eye will not scan

too closely our feeble efforts, but

remember that we and many others

are amateurs, who are striving

to advance in the scale of intelli-

gence and usefulness, so that when
the fathers pass away their places

may be filled by honest, active and

efficient, young men. Improve-

ment is our watch-word and by

the blessing of the Lord, and the

strength of union we intend to

press onward until the most san-

guinary hopes of our leaders are

fully realized.

MARR1A GE.

f\F all questions that have agi-

x ' tated the human mind, that of

marriage claims its place as one of

the greatest. It originated with the

Gods in eternity, has been given

to their children for a blessing and

exaltation, and is the one great

\ji &&4
r
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source through which every bless-

ing ever promised to man is re-

ceived. The greatest promises

ever made to man were to Abra-

ham, for he was told that to the

increase of his posterity there

should be no end ; and in his seed

all the nations of the earth should

be blessed. This promise, made
to some of our pious Christian

friends of the nineteenth century,

would be considered a great re-

proach, and no doubt they would

be much offended, considering it

low and vulgar, and fit only for

worldly-minded people. But the

great Patriarch viewed the matter

very differently. He considered

himself greatly favored by being

the father of a multitude of na-

tions—the father of the faithful.

It is evident that this promise never

could have been fulfilled only

through the marriage covenant,

which was held by them to be most

sacred,because they understood the

magnitude of such promises and

the penalty of an unvirtuous life.

The same promises were made to

Jacob, and directly from him

sprang the Twelve Tribes of Israel,

who were scattered in all the world,

and are now receiving the Gospel

and beginning to return from their

long dispersion.

The history of nations furnishes

much food for reflection on this

r i
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subject, and as they are so similar

in this respect, it is needless to

make distinctions.

While the marriage vow was

held sacred and offspring consid-

ered honorable, while celibacy was

looked upon with disfavor and

sometimes even punished, the

people were generally virtuous

and the nation prospered; a race

of honest, active and intelli-

gent men and women sprang

up, spread alrxul their do-

minions, and at times ruled the

world. But mark their decline:

By honest industry they become

wealthy and gradually the extrava-

gant fashions^of older and declin-

ing nations are introduced among
them, and then begin those lavish

expenditures which render it im-

possible for a young man of

moderate income to maintain a

family. At first they cannot afford

to marry, then have no desire to,

and what is the result? It becomes

unpopular to marry and still more
unpopular to become a parent. In
a few generations the place of their

sturdy, self-dependent ancestors is

filled by a pampered and sickly

race, pride and extravagance take

the place of the simple and frugal

ways of their sires, virtue soon
ceases to exist except in name,and
the marriage vow is disregarded
and often entirely unknown.
Libertines and courtesans swarm
the streets and public places, and

the land is full of the fruits of ille-

gitimacy. Honesty exists only in

name, public faith is violated,
every department of government
is manipulated by fraud, and at

length the judgments of an offend-
ed God fajl upon them, and their

greatness and glory are known only
as things of the past.

Our own proud nation is no ex-
ception to the rule. Their is no
need, however, to recount her
crimes and corruption; they are
but a picture of the past, and the
same results will follow the fame
causes in all ages of the world.
The Lord in His infinite mercy

has, at length, revealed the holy
order ot celestial marriage, and a

work of regeneration has begun in

the earth. While marriage is un-
popular with the world, among
t
K ose who have embraced the
Everlasting Gospel it is regarded
as honorable, and a father of many
children assumes that patriarchal

standing in the community with
which Abraham and the patriarchs

of his time were honored. A gen-
eration, the legitimate fruits of
virtue, has sprung up, with the

principles of honesty and integrity

firmly rooted in their natures, and
as surely as will truth triumph over
error, and virtue over corruption,

so will the march of regeneration

ultimately give them the ascend-
ency, until "the little stone, cut

out of the mountain without
hands, will roll forth and fill the

whole earth." Mankind as a

*ace, by obedience to this law, will

eventually attain to their primi-

tive longevity, and the age of a.

man will become as the age of a tree.

--d
H>®
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OUR LAST LECTURE.

ELDER W. W. BURTON de-

livered a very interesting and

amusing lecture on Wednesday
evening last, his subject being

"Travels in the North of Eng-
land."

He was called to the ministry

when only eighteen years of age,

and sent to preach the unpopular

doctrine of Jesus Christ without

purse or scrip. Being young and

inexperienced he found it a great

task to preach 1

; but knowing it to

be his duty he continued, and

whenever an opportunity offered,

lifted up his voice in defense of

the Gospel, that al! who desired

might have a knowledge of the

truth which he had received.

Sometimes he found friends,who
ministered to his wants. Upon
one occasion he visited thirteen

houses to obtain lodging for the

night, but the people, having been

warned by their pious,Christian(?)

minister, not to entertain a -''Mor-

mon" on pain of losing their em-

ployment, refused him lodging,

and he was obliged to stay out of

doors.

At another time he was chal-

lenged to debate upon the prin-

ciples of the Gospel wfeh a;ltarned

minister. The proud man, in a

very arrogant manner, related, in

a short speech, how he had met
and vanquished the greatest men
that could be brought against him,

and now he was about to engage

in debate with a boy, whom he

looked upon with disdain, and
would "soon teach his place."

The discussion lasted five nights,

before large audiences. At the end

of which time the boy, with truth

and consequently good logic on

his side, had gained such a decided

advantage that the modern Goliath

was obliged to slink from the

crowd without "whipping the

boy," as he had declared he would.

Elder Burton continued to preach

in that part of the country with

much success.

As the subject is by no means

exhausted, the lecturer will per-

haps continue it at some future

time.

THE FORTLICOMLNG LECTURE.

ELDER Joseph Stanford will

lecture to the Association on

Wednesday evening next, the 16th

inst. Subject: "Language."

Bro. Stanford is a speaker of

considerable merit, and no doubt

will present for our consideration

many valuable and interesting

truths in regard to the all-impor-

tant subject upon which he has

kindly consented to treat. Let us

give him a full house and an ap-

preciative hearing.

Z?IX
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SELF CULTURE.

rj7HE cultivation of the mind is

JL one ot the highest pursuits in

which we can engage, and one in

which we should all be deeply in-

terested. There is a broad field

spread out before us in which to

labor, and a rich reward awaits

the diligent.

If we have not fully realized the

necessity of self culture we should

try to do so now. Let us imagine

for one moment, gold, silver and

precious gems scattered on every

side in rich profusion, and, like

the glad sunshine, free to all.

Have you any idea that we would

set calmly by and see others en-

riching themselves, while we are

quite as needy as they? Without

doubt every one of us would exert

ourselves to the utmost to obtain

a portion of that which we consid-

ered so valuable.

Now there is in reality before

us, an extensive field of inexhaus-

tible gems of far greater value

than those referred to, for they

will enrich the mind, and if wise-

ly used will greatly increase our

capabilities for doing good. As
mutual improvement is our watch-

word, let us go to work in earnest,

resolved to do the best for our-

selves and others that we possibly

can. Let us improve every oppro-

tunity for adding to our store of

knowledge. Watch carefully the

precious moments, for when once

gone, they are gone forever. Read
the best books, and reflect upon

what we read, that we may be bene-

fitted thereby.

Many have risen to eminence

in literature, who have labored

under greater difficulties than

those with which we have to con-

tend, and this fact should furnish

us a motive to improve the time

and talents conferred upon us in

such a manner as to become a

.blessing to ourselves and to so-

ciety. We need not be discour-

aged because we see many in

advance of us, for if we only exer-

cise patience, and are sufficiently

energetic, we shall see ere long

that we are making rapid progress

and shall feel amply compensated

for all our trouble.

But while we are seeking intel-

lectual attainments, let us not neg-

lect the culture of our moral

faculties. For without morality,

however highly educated we may

be, our lives will prove to be a

curse, rather than a blessing.

Glyn.

A local company will present a

splendid comedy bill at the Ogden

Theatre on Saturday evening next.

Ml
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Idleness is .the dead sea that

swallows up all virtues, and the

self-made sepulchre of a living

man.

A crusade against duacing has
been inaugurated in Baltimore upper
circles. Many of the young lady
church members have ceased to trip

the "light fantastic," and asseit that

the ball-room will know them no
more forever.

Bill Shuie was a member of (he
Twenty sixth While the boys
crowded arouod the old flag at the

recent reunion, Bill, with an irre-

pressible humor, called out:

"Boys, I am no speaker, but
there's a blamed sight more of you
here than I erer saw in a fight."

This brought down the house.

—

Franklin (Ky) Review.
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(No.l.)

1 am composed of 24 letters:

My 14, 3. 16, 17, 13, is what we all should love.
My 1, 2,20, 17, 21, is a color.
My 4, 2, 16, 11, 6, is a u eful article.
My 12, 10, 23, is a pronoun.
My 7, 9, 15, 4, 24, is worn by ladies.
My 19, 22, 15, 21, is what we should try to be.
My 5, 10, 9. 20, 12, is a lady's name.
My 14, 6, 8, 23, i s a kind of fruit.

My 17, S, 21, 3, is good to eat.
My whole is a (quotation from the Bible.

3i. n.

(No 2.)

I am composed of 12 letters:
My 6, 4, 2, is a place of confinement.
My 11, 12, lit, 3, form? part of a firttine.
My 5, 9, 2, is much admired by women.
My 1, 3, is. a pronoun.
My S, 9, 11, 4, sometimes causes speculation.
My 6, 12, 10, is used extensively.
My 5, 9, 11, 7, is the second covering of nutmegs.
My wliolo is one of the greatest evils of the a •-,<-'

.

p:

(No. 3.)

Place the numbers, from 1 to 16 inclusive , in the
above diagram, in such a manner that they may
be reckouad IS different ways, amounting to 34
each tune. Z.

The answers to Charades in our last nlimbdr
were Rich *Ri> Bali, vntyne, (a prominent man of
Ogden) and Truth will prevail (a well known
quotation.) Correct answers have been received
from Charles W. Hill, Ben. E. Rich; Emily J.
Newman, rind Wm. Van Dyke.

XJSP* Answers to the above, are requested, lohicJi if

received in time, will appear in our next iisue.

IV



IiIIIIIIIIIIIMI.III llllllllllllllllllll

^ KNOWLEDGE 13 POWEE. |j«

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii

Published by the Y. M. M. I. A., of Ogden City.

No. 6. OGDEN, UTAH, JAN. 23, 1878. Vol. 1.

THE AMATEUR.

Edited and Published Bi-Weeftly by the. Young
Men's Mutual Improvement Association of
Ogden City, Utah.

POLITICS.

THERE seems to be, among the

more respectable classes of the

American people, a growing dis-

trust fo'r all things political, and

a consequent desire to avoid po-

litical p'arties and political posi-

tions. That this should be the

case may seem strange to some

but to those who have noted the

gradual degeneracy of American

politics during the past few years

of republican administration, it

seems but a natural arid legitimate

consequence.

It is certainly very deplorable

that those who should be the m'ost

interested in maintaining a good
government, and who might exer-

cise the greatest influence for good

in political circles should feel

tKus inclined, for no system

of republicanism can long escape

degeneracy when the m'oral influ-

ences of the more respectable

classes of society are withdrawn!.

A nation to be truly republican,

must not only be intelligent, but

truly moral as well—willing to ac-

knowledge and respect the rights

of others and to sacrifice private

interests for the public weal when 1-

ever arid Wherever circumstances

riiay seem to require it.

As1

the average of virtue, intelli-

gence and self-restraint declines

among a people, more strict and

arbitrary laws have to be enacted

to prevent crime; more strirfgerit

police and other regulations for

public safety enforced, arid finally

as moral degeneracy proceeds', the

government gradually assumes a

despotic Character. One by one

the liberties of the people are

taken away and at length republi-

canism ceases to exist.

jL



« 4? THE AMATEUR. "W
1!

Our nation seems
1

to be trodding

this downward road to-day. Crime

is increasing; political leaders are

becoming more and more corrupt;

gradually the liberties' of the peo-

ple are being encroached upon,

and some of the very tyrannies

which led our fathers to sever their

connection with the mother coun-

try are being practiced upon cer-

tain sections of this great republic.

No wonder, then, that the better

classes of society feel to shrink

from political responsibilities.

But to shrink from public duty

simply because it is dishonored by

others is nevertheless wrong, for it

encourages the evil complained of

by removing restraint. Every

citizen should feel it a duty owing

to his country in return for the

liberties guaranteed to him by her

laws, that he take an active inter-

est in all matters relating to the

good government of the nation.

That he not only exercise his right

of franchise, but that he uses his

best judgment and most potent in-

fluence to secure good men in

office and always stand ready to

chastize by rejecting and ostracis-

ing from political circles-, all those

who can be controlled by any

other motive than a love of coun-

try and a devotion to her laws.

All young men and young ladies

too, who expect or desire to exer-

cise the rights of American citizens

should early acquire a knowledge

of the fundamental principles of

our civil polity and the local laws

by which they are governed. They
should firmly resolve not only to

never seek for public office, but

also to never shrink from a public

duty or trust when properly ten-

dered or committed to them".

They should fully and forcibly re-

alize that our government is a

' 'government of the people, for

the people and by the people
*'

that to this end public officers are

public servants and not public

rulers, and that the influence of

their votes when cast in connec-

tion with those of their fellow

citizens will inevitably .shape the

character of the administration o*

the government.

Without a knowledge of our

laws and a proper appreciation of

republican principles generally, no

One can intelligibly' live within or

above the law, can properly exer-

cise the functions of citizenship or

become a safe custodian of those

inestimable principles of American

freedom, which have been bought

at the cost of blood and transmit-

ted to this generation by the

truest and sincerest patriotism.

A.

Err<jH.—In consequence of the

hurry with which' the last issue had

necessarily to be prepared, an error,

inadverteiitlycreptinto ' Oar Entree."

s-S-£2-S^5--Li=@=@
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IJOW TO TALE.

THE writer of this article, being

one of those unfortunate indi-

viduals not in possession of this

gift, has lately given much thought

to the all important subject, and

has arrived at the following con-

clusions, which if not being the

means of making orators of some,

will undoubtedly render aid in the

accomplishment of our object:

How to talk well is a talest not

possessed by all, and few of us

imagine how easily it may be ac-

quired. In the first place it is

our duty to familiarize ourselves

with the use and meaning of words.

We should be careful in our daily

conversation to avoid false, vicious

or low forms of expression. A
little care in the choice of words

at home and in our ordinary talk

might amply be repaid, and if we
were -half as earnest in the forma-

tion of our habits of conversation

as we are in trying to gain other

accomplishments, there undoubt-

edly would be an additional charm
given to our conversation. In-

stead of rummaging Webster's

Unabridged frour one end to the

other in search of the "biggest

words," and mixing them up in

our speeches and essays regardless

of sense or meaning, the word

which most directly conveys the

idea should be used. It would not

injure us to read, occasionally,

some good, terse author, whose
style will insensibly form and color

ours, and if wishing to give scope

and vigor to our imagination,

read, after the Bible, Shakespeare

and Milton. We should never be

without some volume which will

feed us intellectually.

In public speaking, if we fail a

hundred times we should not give

up. "Can't" accomplishes noth-
ing, "try" everything.

Above all we should cultivate

the spirit of truth, and endeavor

to be guided by it in all our efforts

at public speaking, particularly

when we desire to be instructive.

To be able to express our

thoughts in a clear, forcible and
effective manner, is a gift worth

seeking and one that can be

attained by all, even those of

moderate intelligence, if we will

but. persevere. J. P. S.
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Austin C. Brown, • Editor.

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 23d, 1878.

TO PRESIDENTS OF MUTUAL IMPROVE-
MENT ASSOCIATIONS.

We will be pleased to send the Amateur to all

Presidents of Mutual Improvement Associations

who will forward us their names and addresses and

ten cents postage. We also iavite them, one

and all, to favor us with an occasional corres-

pondence.

SLANDER.

IT is a fact much to be regretted

that there is a growing disposi-

tion with many to vilify their

neighbors or associates by spread-

ing reports to their detriment,

which either have no foundation

in truth, or, if understood accord-

ing to the intent of the heart,

would be wholly justifiable: but

when changed considerably and

colored more, appear very bad.

Slander is like a two-edged sword,

which cuts right and left regard-

less of whom it gtrikes, and many
times leaves wounds deeper than

the glittering steel—wounds that

can never be healed. Like any

other habit, it gains strength by
each repetition, until those gui'ty

of its practice become as incapa-

ble of telling the truth as others

are of balieving theni.

9b,>

When in company, for want of

more entertaining subjects, con-

versation turns upqn the supposed

mispemduct of some acquaintance,

repeating what has been heard,

always being sure to add a little to

make it interesting. "What harm
can there be in it?"saysone. Look
at it for a moment. Who author-

ized you to render judgment

against your brother and expose

what you think to be faults, to the

inspection of the public, with only

surmisings as to what could have

been his real intentions?

Remember that the difference

between outward appearance and

inward meaning may be very great.

Besides you are contracting the low

and vile habit of telling for truth

that which you know or believe to

be false, laying a snare which will

bring shame and confusion upon

yourself, besides tending to ruin

the character of others, leaving a

suspicion against them which will

perhaps require the lapse of years

to efface.

If a man take his neighbor's

coWj horse or other property, he

is called a thief, and is punished

according to law; but he may rob

him of his reputation, which he

has labored for years to establish,

he may sweep away his good name

and blight his fairest hopes, but

still he is left to go oq with his

-*=d£
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work of destruction, rejoicing in

the ruin he has made.

If those who are in the habit of

slandering others would turn their

thoughts inwardly, search their

own hearts and give an honest and

impartial account of all they find

there, it might teach them a use-

ful lesson and convince them that

there are many who are far more

worthy than they.

It is the duty of the sons

and daughters of the Latter-

day Saints to so live that every

word and action may bear the

strictest scrutiny, and when laid

open to the public gaze will re-

flect credit upon themselves.

They should ghun the very ap-

pearance of evil, and try by every

legitimate means in their power to

lead the erring to a better life,

but should not trample a man in

the dust because he may have a

fault. Be charitable to the weak
and wayward, while there is a

chance to save them from utter

ruin. Assist the needy and down-

trodden, and seek to disseminate

light and truth, peace and good

will throughout the earth, until

perfect love will fill every bosom,

the tongue of the slanderer be

silenced forever, confidence be

fully restored and every man be

able to meet a brother and a

friend.

COURTSHIP.

THIS is a very complicated ques-

tion, one which admits of a

great many variations, so many in

fact that no rule can be made ap-

plicable to all cases, or set forth

any definite mode of procedure.

Courtship is a matter full of in-

terest, both to the observer and

to the observed; and is often quite

laughable to the tormer when wit-

nessing the operation through the

keyhole of the door which separ-

ates the inspector from the parties

officiating.

The place usually selected for

making the debut is a Sunday
evening meeting, though a sociable

or other entertainment is often

chosen for the purpose. As the

end of the proceedings of the

evening draw near, an experienced

eye may detect an unusual activity

or restlessness, accompanied by a

change of color in the face of the

one, increasing constantly until

the moment for making the appli-

cation arrives. Here he falters,

shrinks almost from his self-im-

posed task. However, he finally

obtains perrp-i$>sion to "see her

home. '

' But few- words are spoken,

the time being ocpupied chiefly in

meditation. This is a good idea,

though conversational powers

should be cultivated also. Arrjv-
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ing at the gate he is invited in,

but declines and they separate for

the evening, both chuckling over

the adventure. The task becomes

easier with each succeeding at-

tempt, until finally the invitation

to "come in" is accepted. Being

seated, conversation is opened by

the "old folks," upon health and

other topics. The interview being

agreeable, the stay is prolonged

until, if the family be a devout

one, the hour for prayer is an-

nounced, and the head of the

family, being desirous of ascertain-

ing the true character of the visi-

tor, requests him to pray. This

is a moment of great embarrass-

ment, and if the candidate has not

the precaution to catch a bad

cold or some other malady, he is

in a strange predicament. To
avoid a repetition, the next even-

ing is spent alone in an adjoining

room, as are also the succeeding

ones. At first considerable room

is necessary, but this is gradually

overcome, and soon the space be-

tween the two is very materially

lessened. As time passes and the

visits become more frequent, they

become careless as regards sur-

rounding objects: the fire is neg-

lected and other means for keep-

ing warm are resorted to.

Finally, after careful delibera-

tion, a proposition is drawn up,

and being du'y considered and re-

modeled, is offered. Fainting en-

sues, (though it is seldom genuine)

followed by a restoration to con-

sciousness when the matter is

briefly considered. Her consent

generally follows, and unless the

old gentleman runs him off with a

shot gun on the first intimation of

what he has done, the wedding day

is set, the ceremonies are soon

after solemnized, and the happy

pair enter upon life's copartner-

ship together, ladened with the

best wishes of numerous friends.

B. M.

' 'JB HEMIA N' ' ETIQ JJETTE.

[concluded.]

HAVING, in my last chapter on

this subject, thrown out a few

hints for the benefit (?) of the

masculine gender, it may be as

well, in order not to excite jeal-

ousy on the part of the fair sex, to

address myself to the latter on

this important subject.

Fair readers, probably you are

aware that, in this mundane

sphere, there is a class of people

who hold the singular idea that

a person may be dressed in rags

and yet be honest and good

!

What is going to become of the

rules and laws governing society

and upper-ten dom if such ideas

VA
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are permitted to predominate? It

will be necessary, therefore, in

order to break through this and

other old fashioned notions, for

you to deport yourselves as fol-

lows :

In your circle of acquaintances

there must be some who, through

poverty or otherwise, are com-

pelled to wear "frights of bonnets''

or "perfectly horrible dresses."

Here is your chance. Nature has

beeri lavish enough to give you' a

nose; elevate the aforesaid as high

as possible; gather the folds of

your own "lovely bilk or satin"

garment and sweep past with an

air of awful grandeur. That will

most probably be a settler. If the

poor girl is of a sensitive dis-

position, she will probably, up-

on reaching home, shed a few

tears. Ah! What a triumph! It is

true she may be a good, kind,

hard working girl, but she is poor,

and hence must be despised.

Whatever you do, be. sure to

cause as much bad feeling as pos-

sible with your tongue. Be sure

to say spiteful things about those

with whom you are surrounded.

This is one of the finest diversions

in the world; it keeps nervous

people in a delightful state of in-'

dignation. Should a friend, by

some mishap commit a little indis-

cretion, be siire to magnify his or!

her fault to *be utmost. If it be

one of your own sex, be particu-

larly harsh; women always deserve

more blame than "perfectly splen-

did" or "awful sweet" men,

because the lattef are probably

''sowing wild oats," but for faults

in your own sex (except they be in

yourself) have not one iota of

mercy.

In short, make this life as spicy

for yourself and uncomfortable for

others as possible; learn all the

current items of gossip, and make

it a point to repeat them with dis-

patch and additions; never give a

civil answer to any but those whom
you wish to "captivate," and if

you are compelled to do so, wash

out your mouth with an extra

dose of disrespectful remarks or

answers, at the earliest opportuni-

ty; make all manner of ridicule of

the aged and infirm; and, above
all, no matter what befalls, "run
the house!" I call special atten-

tion to this last rule, as it brings

many a gray hair and heavy sigh,

whereas a different course would
lead to happiness and love on the

part of your parents.

Do all this, and I will assure

you that the ill-will of your ac-

quaintances, the shame of your

friends and sorrowful indignation

of those who love you longest and

dearest shall be your lot! This,

it is fcfiie, is called the evil way.

You should know which is best.

Rex G.

M̂,
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THE LAPSE OF TIME.

ONWARD, and ever onward
flows the stream of time, never

varrying from its even course, and
never pausing for any tardy ad-
venturer that may be floating idly

upon its surface. We may stand
by its banks, and gaze upon its

moving waves, and we think how
slowly they roll along; but ere we
are aware, the little ripple which
but a moment before started at

our feet, has imperceptibly glided
away, and is now lost in the dis-

tance; and although we see it no
more, it fs still slowly, but surely,

proceeding on to the great sea of
eternity. Thus it is with the mo-
ments of our time; they come and
are gone before we have scarcely

noticed their existence, and when'
once gone they can never be re-

called. The miser may offer the
hoarded wealth of years for only
a few hours of the time which he
has spent so foolishly, but his'

offer will be vain. And vain also'

would be the prayers of the poor
sinner just entering the portals of

death, for a few of those precious
moments he has wasted, in which
to make atonement for the past

wickedness of his life.

The necessity of making the

best use of our time has been the

theme of poets; it has been sound-
ed from the pulpit by men of ex-

perience,- arid whispered in the ears

of the yoUng' by those who were
just passing away'; but still the

great mass of the people rush on
heedless of the Warning so kindly
given them, arM perhaps realize*

only when too' laf-ey the great good

they might have accomplished had
they pursued a different course*.

Let us be determined that we will

not be numbered with this class,

but ever seek earnestly for wisdom
to guide us, that oiir lives may be
replete with good deeds, that

when our little bark sliaJl have
completed the voyage of life, it

may be safely moored in the har-

bor of Heaven, and we receive the
welcome plaudit: "Well done
thou good and faithful servant,

enter thou into the jovs of thy
Lord," G.

J^STIMBSi/vt:

William has eleven orange's which he wishes to
divide between James and John, giving James
three-sevenths more than John; how niany suould
each have.

16

5

3 2

11

23

10 8

9 6 7

H

12

14. 15

No answer having been received to the above we
publish it. Add up and down, right and left; from
corner to confer crosswise; the lour comers; the
four ends of the two middie lines eax;h way; four

centre squares; the four squares on' each corner.
It may be read three ways still.

Answers to Charades in our last issue are as fol-

lows: No. 1, -'Blessed are the Peacemakers.'' No.
2, "Intemperance." Correct answers have been
received from Miss Belle Parr, Chas. W . Hill and
Heber Purely.

Contributors to this column should be certain
that their puzzles contain points of merit, and
above all be certain that they are correct. They
should also be accompanied with the answers.
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Poetry,

A MOTTO FOR BOYS.

THE boy who does a stroke and stops

Will ne"er a great man bo;

"Tisthe aggregate of single drops

That makes the sea the sea.

The mountain was not at its birth

A mountain, so to speak;

The little atoms of sand and earth

Have made it* peak a peak.

Not all at once the morning streams

The gold above the gray;

'Tis thousand little yellow gleams

That makes the day a day.

Not from the snowdrift May awakes
In purples, reds. and greens;

Spring's whole bright retinue it takos

To make her queen of queens.

Upon the orchard rain must fall,

A nd soak from branch to root,

And blossom blooms and fades withal,

Before the fruit is fruit.

The farmer must needs sow and till,

And wait the wheaten bread,

Thon cradle, thresh, and go to mill

Before the bread is bread.

THE PRESENT, PAST AND
FUTURE.

m,.

E are living in an age when

all creation seems to totter;

when nothing in the shape of hu-

man wordmanship, either mental

or physical, seems to have any

foundation to it. One nation of

people are being swept away by

another, and others likely to be-

drawn into the conflict. King-

doms fear and tremble because of

the great disasters which appers so

imminent in the sign of the times.

Man has lost all confidence in

man. Wickedness and crime of

all descriptions have taken a firm

foot-hold in all nations and are

rooting deeper and deeper. But we

must not dwell too long on the

present state of affairs, for it will

only sicken the hearts of those

who contemplate the awful sight.

As for the workings of the past,

especially the last forty-eight

years, most glorious have been the
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results. A. new dispensation has

been opened, and one which is

different in its character from any

yet given to mankind. The king-

dom of God has been established

.never to be thrown down again.

This dispensation has brought

fofth more hidden treasure

and genuine knowledge for hu-

man enlightenment than any

one since the death of our Lord

and Savior. It has opened the

channel of inspiration and com-

munication between man and his

maker, and restored to earth those

sacred keys by which her inhabi-

tants can grasp the tree of life and

feel their way back from where

they came, to that paradise of love

where sin and cruelty never enters,

where sorrow never seeks the ach •

ing breast and death, with all its

pangs, has not a claim. It is

h^r~ we stop to contemplate

eternity, the bitter and the sweet.

But where comes the knowledge

of all this bliss and happiness. It

is from God the giver of all good

gifts. The gates of heaven have

been opened and the spirits ofjust

men been permitted to enter there-

in. Angels have fisited the eafth'

and conversed with men in the

flesh; delivered to them the keys

of the Priesthood of the Son of

God in their purity. Unbound

the captive hearts of many of the

honest and innocent people of the

earth, and the cry has gone forth,

"Gather ye together oh my peo-

ple and flee to the mountains for

safety, for great are the scourges

and calamities that are coming
upon the children of men be-

cause
.
of their wickedness and

abominations, which are great."

The Lord has said that this land

of America is a choice land above

all others, and that whatsoever

people dwell upon it shall serve

Him, the Lord their God, or be

swept away when the cup of their

abomination is full. Now, the

signs of the times plainly indicate

that
i

great disasters are nigh at

hand, when many of fhe prophe-

cies uttered by men of God in

olden times are about to be ful-

filled, Kingdoms and Empires,

wfffcB to human view have been

the strongest in existence, will

crumble to decay and pas's

away like the dew when the

first bright rays' of the sun

sheds" its resplendent light upon

the earth. But what great and

mighty changes must take place be-

fore that awful day, that the

tares may be separated from the

wheat and' the pure in heart come

out clean and unspotted. "Then

awake ye defenders of Zion," put

on the .mantles' and robes of righ-

teousness and make yourselves as a

v4j
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solid mountain of rock against

wickedness and crime, that when

Clod shall call you can say "here

am I, Lord," and be prepared to

meet Him in His glory. Then let

us early and most carefully set to

work and purify ourselves and

honor God and His command-
ments, that we may not, in the

final day of reckoning, be found

among the tares and be burned,

"for behold the day comeih, saith

the Lord of hosts, that shall buf.n

as an oven, and all the proud, yea,

and all that do wickedly, shall be

as stubble, but unto you that fear

my name shall the Son of Righ-

teousness arise with healing in his

wings and ye shall go forth and

grow up as calves of the stall."

K.

CORRESPOXDEXCE.

Morgan City, Morgan Co.,

January 15th, 1878.

Editor Amateur:

Dear Sir:—Haying had the

pleasure of reading two copies of

your valuable little paper and no-

ticing your invitation for corres-

pondence, I improve the oppor-

tunity of writing.

We have a M. I. Association

here, and a portion of our commu-
nity realize much good from it.

Sonie of our young men do not

as jet, appear to fully realize the

^-

—

II

necessity of availing themselves of

every opportunity for adding to

their store-of knowledge, but I am
in hopes they will do so soon.

Those of us that are con-

tributors to the M. L Association

fully realize the necessity of self-

culture, and that mutual improve-

ment is our aim.

The subjects we treat are prin-

cipally theological, and when any

thing is advanced by the young

members it is generally substanti-

ated by scripture.

Our Bishop and other experi-

enced Elders are members of our

Association, all of whom are

pleased to explain to us subjects

that we do not cemprehend. We
are desirous of seeing all Mu-

tual Improvement Associations

throughout the Territory prosper,

and the objects of your little paper

crowned with success.

I remain yours in the Gospel of

Christ',

Jno. S. Barrett.

OFFICERS

OF THE Y. M. M. I. A., OF OGDEN

CITY, UTAH:

Joseph A. West, President.

David' Kay, First Counselor.

Mqrohi Poulter, Second Counselor.

Washington Jenkins, Rec. Sec'y.

R. P. Harris, Corresponding Sec.

Willard Farr, Treasurer.

William James, Librarian.
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Austin C. Brown, • Editor.

WEDNESDAY, FEB CUi, 1878.

TO PRESIDENTS OF MUTUAL TMP&OTE-
ilEX T A SSO C 1A 1 IOXS.

We will le planned to send the Amateue to all

Presidents of Mutual Improvement Associations

who will forward us their names and addresses and

ten cents postage. We also invite them, one

and all, to favor us with an occasional corres-

pondence.

Our ternjas editor expired with

the last issue, but because of the

discontinuance of meetings in pur-

suance of resolutions by the City

Council, no opportunity has of-

fered for appointing "a successor,

hence, we arercompelled to con-

tinue for another term.

TO THE YOUNG MEN OF OGDEN.

UCH has been said and much
-LU. might yet be said which

would be of great benefit to the

young men of this community if

they would carefully consider and

profit by such instructions.

It has often been remarked that

the young are the hope and pride

of Zion. It is expected that they

will take up the work where their

fathers leave off and carry it on

with increased power and ability.

They should prepare themselves to

step to the front and take an active

part in bearing off that kingdom
which their fathers have labored,

suffered,and many of them died, to

establish.

Realizing the responsibilities

that will soon devolve upon us, it

is surprising to see the indifference

of many with regard to the acqui-

sition of knowledge, preferring to

spend their time in idle conversa-

tion in which there i.-> no profit,

while such a world of useful infor-

mation lies before them, and all

that is required is to reach out and

grasp the rich treasures. But to

excel requires the unceasing labor

of years, and this is the reason

why so few ever reach the top of

the ladder of fame.

The Gospel is to be preached to

all nations and Israel gathered

from every land, from the islands

of the sea, from the wilds of North

and South America, Zion is to be

redeemed, temples and cities are

to be built to the name of our

God, and many other great and

mighty works are to be accom-

plished. Then will be needed

judges, legislators, governors and

men of intelligence in every

branch of public and private inter

est, men of high moral standing

and intellectual culture, who are

uRte
&j>-\
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willing to devote their lives to the

building up of the great latter-day

work.

Such is the high destiny of every

faithful young man in this com-

munity. Let us then improve the

fleeting moments while they are

ours and make it a rule to learn a

little every day so that when the

duties ot life are laid .upon us we

ma)' be able to bear them off with

honor to ourselves and satisfaction

to all with whom we may be asso-

ciated.

hojs Ksrr.

IF we wish to be honored and re-

spected through life, Ave

must be honest in all our actions

and ever strive to be honest in

whatever position we may be

placed. By being honest and

truthful we will gain a name that

will never be lost, and will be re-

spected by our friends and by all

with whom we are associated. If

we see any of our associates going

astray let us be honest with them

and talk to them kindly and never

say anything to rob them or their

name. We should be honest with

ourselves, with our friends and with

our God; in this way we will be

honored and respected wherever

we go. H.

POLITICS.

A celebrated writer has said

L\ '-governments were n<

that

x.a_ '-governments were neces-

sary evils—their necessity arising

from the selfishness and stupidity

of mankind."

This may seem a strange saying,

but is nevertheless a true one.

Were all mankind willing and

able to acknowledge and respect

the rights of others and to commit

no crime it is evident thit there

would be no necessity for a code

of laws defining the rights of the

people or providing against ag-

gression and wrong. But as we

are a fallen race prone to do evil

and slow to do good governments

have to be instituted to protect us

against one another, which as-

sumes a liberal character among

the more inteligent and moral sub-

divisions of mankind,and atyrani-

cal and despotic form among the

more selfish and ignorant. Thus

it will be seen by reference to his-

tory that in all ages of the world

the character of governments have

been conformable to the character

of the people composing them and

that as the people became corrupt

their governments necessarily be

camedespotic and in time crum-

bled to decay.

The American government was

estabished under the broad ceges of

S$
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moral and intellectual supremacy.

Our fathers fled from the oppression

of the old world to seek an asylum

in the promised land, where no

law existed but the law of nature,

and where freedom reigned su-

preme. At first they knew no

man-made laws and bowed in sub-

mission to no man-made govern-

ments, but as their numbers in-

creased and a proneness to evil

was manifested on the part of

some, regulations for mutual pro-

tection had to be instituted, the

enforcement of which, in the

course of time, necessitated the as-

sessment of a tax, and thus the

elements of a government gradu-

ally became instituted upon this

continent.

For lack of space the above ar-

ticle had to be continued. A.

[to be CONTINUED.

J

IXDUSTRY.

THE habit of industry is cue

which should by no means be

neglected by the young man or wo-

man whose object in life is to ac-

quire knowledge, both as relates

to the physical and a mental char-

acter. We should realize that we

are required by our Heavenly

Father to be industrious and that

it is essential to our health and

happiness, as well as being the

means of providing those things

that are necessary for our daily

sustenance. "There is no excel-

ence without labor," is a truism

which is well understood by all,

and why try to evade the carrying

into effect of the same by wasting

our time in idleness, frequenting

saloons, billiard halls, and other

places of a like character? Better

by far study the arts and sciences

which are so necessary to make us

useful and honorable members of

society. We have the privilege of

attending meetings of a literary

and religious nature, both of which

tend to draw our minds from the

many temptations that are con-

tinually presented before us, which

would, if indulged in, render us

unfit for the associations of those

who have been industrious, and

have sought to perfect themselves

in every good and noble undertak :

ing. Hence, young friends, let us

cultivate those traits of character

that will, in after years, redound to

our honor and be a continual

source of joy and happiness to the

soul, that it maybe said of us

when we have finished our course

his life was characterized with in-

dustry.
"

P.

110ME.

THERE are very few, if any, ct

the Latter-day Saints, who

are without good and comfortable

homes; yet, how many there are,
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especially among the young, that

do not realize or appreciate this

great blessing, and are careless and

indifferent in regard to making

them what they should be, a

heaven on earth.

At home we lay the foundation

of our whole lives; hence, how

important that it should be a hap-

py and orderly one; if it is not

such, it is because we do not en-

deavor to make it so; and as we

form habits while young that will

follow us' fh'ough life, let us

commence at home with father

and mother, brothers and sisters,

by forming habits that will be

worthy of imitation, and that will

bring to us honor and respect from

those with whom we may associate.

We can make ourselves, and all

around us, happy, if we constant-

ly seek for the spirit of God to di-

rect lis, and strive to fill our homes,

and the hearts of those who are

near and dear to us, with sunshine

arid love. Valentine.

INFIDELITY

Q.

'E are all aware, or should be,

that there is a growing dispo-

sition among all classes ofpeople to

disbelieve the precious truths that

are contained within the lids of

the Bible, Eriftffe that have been

accepted by all Christian denomi-
nations that have sprang up since,

the Christian era. Our countrv is

teeming with learned men that

are using their utmost energies

through the press to produce a

reign of infidelity in the land and
lead the most devout believers in

the Bible to deny the! existence of

a Cod that rules over the universe

and answers our prayers. How
ridiculous it seems for men to

travel about the country teaching

the people that there is no God
when we have plenty c'f evidences

to substantiate our belief that there

is such a being. When we look

around us and see the sun shine

and see the firmament in all its

glory, the mountains, oceans, seas,

lakes and rivers and all the beau-

ties of nature that we gaze upon,

does it not seem absurd to believe

thaf there is rid Gtid that has

brought into existence all these

things?

If we wish to escape the snares

that are laid to catch us and lead

us from the truth, we have got to

be less skeptical, read sacred

books more than we do, and be-

come thoroughly acquainted with

all kinds of historical and scientific

knowledge; if we do this we will

never drift into infidelity and say

fhafwe believe there is no God.

S. E. A.

W±
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MEMORY.

ITEMORY is the sweet music of

""-* the past; it brings happy

thoughts to our remembrance.

What a blessing it is that our

Heavenly Father has, through his

goodness, permitted us to live and

enjoy blessings that bring glad-

nes- to our hearts. There is not a

person who cannot remember some

happy and enjoyable time in life

that is a source of con-

solation to them when they are

oppressed and borne down with

trouble and grief. Even the child

can call to memory pleasant and

happy hours that have been spent

in climbing the hillside or roam-

ing through fields and meadows

culling the choicest flowers that

could be found, or indulging m
such other pastime that is common
to children. We all, no doubt,

can remember trouble, but if we

look on the bright side of it it

amounts to nothing compared with

those happy thoughts that dawn

upon the mind and cause us to re-

member the pleasures that are past

and gone never to return. It is

thus that the sweet reminiscences

of the past shed a ray of light upon

our path when apparently every

other avenue is closed against us.

Cad.

A Niagara hackman during a

quarrel the other day was shot

through the heart. Not being hit

in a vital part, he has recovered,

while a fellow hackman, who was
kicked in the pocket during the

same quarrel, died instantly.

"Why do you paint?" asked a

violinist of his daughter. "For the

same reason that you use rosin,"

papa. "What's that?' Why it

helps me to draw my beau.

ASTIMES,Pasti/vi

CHARADES.

I

My
My
My
My
My
My
My

(No.o .)

am composed of 22 letters.

19, 3, 6, 5. is a rapacious bird.

16, 8, 2, 12, 11. is the name of a river.

1, 2, 22. 5, 13, is tlio name of a city.

15, 21, 2, S, 9, is a musical instrument.

7, In, 5, is a tool.

17,1, 9,5, 11,14, iswhatwt should try to be.

whole is u quotation from the Bible.

E. P

(No 6 .)

am composed of 19 letters.

0, 15, IS, lfi, is a heavenly body.
4, 13, 3, 10, is a small bird.

2, 7, S, is a useful foul.

4, 9, 13, 11, is something that crawls.

17, 9, 11, 3, is part ofa house.

9, III, is a preposition.

1, 5, 13. 9, 8, 1. 15, is a large city.

whole is the title of a book. C. W. II

0*0. T.)

T am a sirname of woman or man
Now try and guess we if you can.

Behead me as a bird I sing

.So sweetly while I'm on the wing;
Behead again and you'll behold
A thing'that was in days of old;

Ytvs it was made before the flood

By one who loved and worshiped God.

Contributors to this column should be certain

that their puzzles contain points of merit, and
above all be certain that they are correct. They
should also be accompanied with the answers.

iKtr~ Answers to the above arc requested, which if

received in time, will appear in our next issue.

M
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POLITICS.

11

Ilhe early colonists of this country

- lived in what has been termed

the golden age of literature, when

the contest between intelligence

and free thought on the one hand

and ignoring superstition and

thralldom on the other were work-

ing mighty revolutions throughout

the whole face of Europe. Emerg-
ing from the conflict with reli-

gious convictions and political

sentiments purified by the fires of

these reformatory times they were

eminently fitted to become the

worthy founders of a great repub-

lican nation. Inured to hardship

and taught in nature's school their

ideas of government naturally as-

sumed the most practical shape,

and while they were ready to cast

W>h.. f.

aside the dogmas of the old world

they were also equally ready to

adopt whatever of good its politi-

cal systems possessed.

Such was the school of our

fathers, and when at length they

were made to feel the hand of for-

eign oppression and taught their

mutual dependence, city upon city

and colony upon colony their

friendship increased, and their

union became so cemented that

the combined power of one of the

greatest nations of the earth

became inadequate to subdue

them. The pent up fires of

freedom belched forth like the

spontaneous forces of a mighty

volcano consuming the last vestige

of despotism upon this fair land,

clearing the moral atmosphere of

every element inimical to freedom,

and erecting a political structure

whose dome towers far above the

political monuments of time.

Thus our nation early became a
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nation of tried and trusty patriots

who were willing to sacrifice their

lives and all they possessed for the

boon of liberty. And since it re-

quired such unselfish devotion to

a common cause to establish this

government, so also will it require

the utmost love of country and re-

gard for republican principles to

perpetuate our nation's greatness.

We want good men in office; but

before we can expect this there

must be a pure republican senti-

ment directing the votes of the

nation. Blind partizan fanaticism

must be driven from the political

field and intelligent, liberal, cos-

mopolitan motives direct the poli-

tical affairs of the country. To
this end every American citizen

should become a political student

and be educated to that standard

of republican excellence which will

secure the utmost freedom and in-

tegrity throughout all the depart-

ments of our local and national

governments. A.

OUR IMPROVEMENT
TIONS.

ASSOCIA

Salt Lake City, Feb. 4, '78.

Editor Amateur:
rpHE organization of M. I. Asso-

-1- ciations throughout the Terri-

tory marks the first outgrowth of

that spirit of genius which must

for a time lie dormant in any com-

£f

munity of pioneers. In the first

years of the settlement of a new
country, all talents and time must

be called together to subdue the

evils of climate and soil; and it is

not until the first generation is

well in its prime, that any of the

better arts of learning and culture

will penetrate their midst. Even

so has it been with Utah: the past

quarter of a century has seen the

fight of the hardy settlers witls

Mother Nature; and now that they

may look abroad over wide fields

and comfortable homes, and feel

that the wants of life are assured,

they may turn their thoughts to

the cultivation of their craving

intellects, and engraft in the minds

of their children those principles

of enlightenment to which they

have so long been comparative

strangers.

My own limited experience doe?

not permit me to make mention of

Associations outside of this city;

but hereabouts, as far as I have

seen, the young people have deep-

ly appreciated this new movement

for their benefit. The nineteen

different M. I. Societies of this

city are all in a flourishing condi-

tion, and those vituperative bodies

who have so much to say about

the • ignorance of the "Mor-

mon" youth might find something -v

to astonish them if they could

>"0 /
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bring themselves to visit our ward

associations. I have the honor to

preside over the M. I. Society of

•our ward ; as it is the youngest

.and smallest w.aasl of the city, our

attendance is n<a>t as numerous as i

caaany others, beni, though essen

tially juveraile, it comprises the
,

greater portion of fee youth of our

ward. -"The girY" are admitted
j

as well as "this boy^," and in their

exercises are fully as efficient; each

evening a programaE&e is made out

by a committee, which assigns to

a certain number of members such

duties as readings, declamations, !

essays, d;ial6gues, music, &c, and

though the sooi-ety is understood

.to be .mainly a religious oaae, it is

not thought beet to Restrict tbe ex-

ercises altogether ito religioue

topics; for the most part, however.,

.they are of a moral ,or religious

tone, and the committee on pro-
grammes usually require the read-

ings and declamations to be from
such books as Spencer's -Letters

.and Key to Theology; essays are

assigned to be written .an Truth,
Faith, Happiness, etc., etc., and
nearly every night the members
hand in a -sufficient number ©f

questions on various topics to be
distributed equally around, and
which are returnable at the next
meeting with an answer. That
your Association 5s ftexiaris-hing, is

quite apparent from its Akttle pub-
lication, the Amateur, a copy of
•which lies .before me; a better

means of bringing out your literary

talent I think could not be devised

;

in my opinion many of the articles

are as good as any that are found
in like periodicals of the world,
and that it may "wave long and
wide" is the sincere wish of your
friend, Improvement.

FRIENDSHIP.

WITHOUT friendship life has

n© charm; uncheered by social

intercourse, life would, indeed, be

barren. The only things which

can render friendship sure and

lasting, are virtue, purity of man
ners, an elevated soul, and perfect

integrity of heart.

Your friend! What words can

picture all he is to you—all he in-

spires you to be to yourself—all

the goodness asad greatness which,

in his presence, seems possible in

life? The sweetest, and truest,

and best part of our nature is mag-

netised, and thrilled to its very

ceEtoe.

Lovers of virtue should have

.none but men of virtue for their

friends; and on this point the

proof of worthiness ought princi-

pally .to turn; because where there

is no virtue there is no. security

that our honor, confidence and

friendship will not be betrayed

and abused. The necessary ap-

pendages of friendship are confi-

dence and benevolence. W.
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TO PRESIDENTS OF MUTUAL IMPROVE-
MENT ASSOCIATIONS.

We will he pleased to send the Amateur to all

Presidents of Mutual Improvement Associations

who will forward us their names and addresses and

ten cents postage. We also; invito them, one

and all, to favor us with an occasional corres-

pondence.

OUR MEETINGS RESUMED.

m

ABOUT five weeks ago the city

of Ogden was placed under

quarantine in consequence of

which our meetings were suspend-

ed; anxiety and foreboding seemed

to pervade the public mind, busi-

ness was paralyzed and a recur-

rence of the scenes of a year ago

for a time appeared imminent.

But by the blessing of the Lord

and the good management of the

City Fathers, that fearful calamity

is averted, the dread disease is

once more forced from our city,

business is beginning to resume its

former activity and we are again

permitted to enjoy the association

of friends in our meetings and lis-

ten to the rich instructions of those

whose practical experience is most

valuable and is calculated to mate-

rially aid us in battling with the

stern realities of life.

For these great blessings our

minds should be drawn out in

thankfulness to our Father in

heaven,and we should endeavor to

manifest our appreciation by re-

newed diligence in attending our

meetings and performing those

duties which may be assigned to us.

It is understood that Elder

Joseph Stanford will deliver the

lecture previously announced, on

the subject of "Language,'' on

Wednesday evening, the 20th in-

stant.

Bro. Stanford is a speaker ofun-

questioned ability, and no doubt

will present for our consideration

many ideas which will be of great

value to those who profit by them.

In this connection we would re-

spectfully suggest to our lecture

committee the propriety of secur-

ing the services of some able lec-

turer, who will favor us with a dis-

course upon the resources, business

prospects and natural peculiarities

of Utah, that our young men who

will be sent with the message of

the gospel to the nations may be

able to answer the numerous ques-

tions that will undoubtedly b$

asked on these subjects, and no

doubt much good will come of it.

#1
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COREESPOXDEXCE.

We received a comnuinication
from North Ogden, from which
we condense the following:

Elder Thos. Wallace delivered a

lecture before the Y. M. M. I. A.

of this place on Sunday evening,

Jan. 27, his subject being "The
Remarkable Features of the Nine-

teenth Century "

He referred with great force and
plainness to the restoration of the

gospel through the Prophet Joseph
Smith, and the rapid development
of the arts and sciences since that

time, which would exercise a pow-
erful influence toward the accom-
plishment of the greatest work
ever given to man. Referred to

the martyrdom of Joseph and
Hyrum while under the pledged
faith of the State of Illinois for

their protection, and the subse-

quent drivings and the final

exodus of over 20,000 people from
the borders of civilization who
were forced to seek a home in

these interior wilds.

The' lecturer next referred to

President Brigham Young; to his

remarkable ability as an organizer,

statesman and philanthropist, and
the success which characterized all

his efforts in whatever capacity
his energies were directed.

• The lecture was interesting

throughout and was listened to

with marked attention.

Bro. Wallace has kindly con-
sented to repeat the above lecture

before the Y. M. M. I. A. of Og-
den City, on Wednesday evening
next. We trust that he will be
greeted with a good attendence.

THE LESSOX OF SUBMISSION.

TTTHILE domiciled With my
' » earliest friend, Uncle Laron,

[ learned a lesson, the remem-
brance of which shall never leave

me. I was nursing with impatience

my wound, which improved so

very slowly that under the con-

tinued confinement and pain I

grew restive, and complained bit-

terly of my condition.

"Don't speak so, my boy." said

Uncle Laron one day, when I had

been unusually demonstrative in

speech, "to do so evinces a spirit

of rebellion against Providence."

"But why?" I asked, although

awed somewhat by his grave man-

ner, "surely there is no sin in be-

wailing one's misfortune?"

He answered, "There is a dif-

ference between chiding circum-

stances and speaking doubtfully

of the wisdom of 'Him, who doeth

all things well.' I have lived in

this world many more years than

you, my boy; and I tell you, if

you wish to be happy in life, you

should endeavor, instead of con-

tinually repining at your afflictions

and the hardness of your lot, to

say—in all humility, 'Not as I

will,OhFather,butasThou wilt.'
"

"Uncle Laron," I ventured to

remark, "did you ever find it easy

M,
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in the hour of trial to say those

words?"

"Often, my boy, and from the

spirit which prompted me, I have

derived comfort far beyond that

which any earthly power could

give. Not that I have always so

firmly relied on the wisdom of Di-

vine Providence, however: once,

ere I had fully learned that God's

ways are infinitely superior to our

ways—I mean when Adina, the

wife of my youth, was taken trom

the earth, during the first stage of

my grief I felt to upbraid Provi-

dence with gross injustice, and re-

fused to be comforted."'

A long silence ensued. I sat mo-

tionless regarding him while a few

tear drops stole silently down the

kind old face, as memory vividly

recalled the loving form of the

young wife whose body was laid in

the cold, damp earth a quarter of

a 'century since. After a time I

softly spoke: "Uncle Laron, tell

me of her death : it occurred after

you came to the valley,did it not?"

"Yes, sifter we came to the val-

ley of the Great Salt Lake, my
boy. But I will tell you all."

Then in his deep, thrilliiagvoice

he spoke on. And I—forgetting

all else in the interest of his story,

seemed carried back to the time

when the cities and towns of this

valley were in their infancy, and

\ ©-^

the site of the now luxuriant

orchards and fields was but a bar-

ren waste.

"My boy, from the first time I

heard the glad sound of the gospel

in old Connecticut, I felt impressed

with its truth; so much so that

when I was obliged to choose be-

tween remaining among my kin-

dred and friends ii ease and com-

fort, and taking my departure to

join the Saints in the far west,

with no reluctance I chose the

latter. The trials of the Saints

—

of which I was a partaker — in per-

secution, in hunger and distress,

in traversing hundreds of miles of

trackless and unbroken country to

reach this valley, the haven of

their rest, have become subjects of

history: no need to recount them

now. Enough to say that after

five years of toil and hardship,

willingly undergone, I found my-

self here with ya&uth, health, and

a fair proportion of the comforts

of existence as my lot. We, Adina

and I, kad been married but a year

when we moved into our own

modest little house. Very proud

and happy we were in it; for

though it was built of unhewn logs

and situated nearly two miles from

any other human habitation, still

it was all our own, and as sudh,

better than a palace belonging to

anyone else. Then we settled

^© tea
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down to the enjoyment of life,

fondly anticipating the joys of the

future and believing ourselves the'

happiest people in the world.

"But ala3 for onr rose colored

dreams of futurity! Ere six short

months—so very fleeting that they

seem to have vanished as a breath

of summer wind, had glided by,

an event occurred which shattered

all my castles, and plunged me for

a time from the heights of bliss

into an abyss of pain. Just as the

first chill blasts of November gave

token of approaching winter,Adina

sank into a wasting fever. Day
after day as I came in from toil,

to my unspeakable sorrow I found

her sinking lower and Lwer, until

finally, out of sheer anxiety, I was

obliged to give up my usual labor

and remain constantly in the house.

"As the days sped on, she grew

worse; and at length the life I

loved s i well— that I would gladly

have died to save — lay trembling

in the balance. Oh, the agony of

those weary hours of watching!

How I hoped and prayed and

begged in trembling tones that she

might be spared

!

"Justat the close of one of those

dreary, mournful days, with her

sweet, musical voice reduced to

the faintest breath, she called me
to her bedside and asked to be

raised from the pillow. I lifted

her in my strong arms and held

her against my beating heart,

while a look of ineffable peace

stole over her dear wasted face.

For half an hour I held her thus

—

no word being spoken; but her

liquid, loving eyes, far more be-

seeching and eloquent than words,

fixed intently upon me; then,

without a single quiver of the

white lips, without a single tremor

of the frail body, the pure, un-

stained soul took its departure,

and I held in my almost nerveless

arms the material substance, with-

out the quickening spirit, of Adina,

my beloved wife.

"With bursting heart, with pas-

sionate, rebellious feelings, I laid

the lifeless form on the bed, de-

cently composed the limbs, cov-

ered with a sheet the white, marble

face, and then with grief-bowed

head passed through the desolate

house into the gloomy world be-

yond.

"Oh, fitting type of my sorrow!

Black, heavy clouds had settled

down upon the earth like a pall;

the universe seemed to mourn with

me; so far as I could see, not a

living thing stirred on the face of

the earth; the sky was still shroud-

ed in funeral gloom. Suddenly a

few gentle rain-drops fell in token

of sympathy; and then, as if re-

lieved by the slight flow of tears,

dm
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the vault of heaven brightened; far

in the west the clouds rose from

the bosom of the lake, disclosing a

scene of marvelous beauty. The

sun had set; but—beyond the dark

curtain which had slowly lifted

like a proud artist gently slid ng

the veil and jealously revealing the

loveliness of his picture—his rays

had dyed the heavens with crimson

light and transformed the patches

of fleecy clouds into masses of

molten gold. Yet, even as I

looked, the glory died\ away; the

brilliant colors faded into amber

and violet hues; and at last came

darkness.

"I saw and realized all tais—how
a flash of brightness couM pierce

the blackest cloud; yet in my
blindness I would not allow a ray

of light to illumine my spirit even

for an instant; and, as the dark-

ness of night now hid from my
carnal gaze the things of earth, so

the darkness of my soul obscured

from my spiritual vision the light

of God's truth. In my sin and

folly I cried, 'Let midnight reign

forever on the earth, since the sun

of my lite is extinguished!'

"Then with a shudder at myown
blasphemy, I tried to pray; the

effort had a powerful effect upon

me; I began to struggle with the

adversary. All night long I paced

up and down before that humble

fe, ^

house, determined not to enter

until I could recognize God's hand

in my bereavement. Thus strug-

gling the grey dawn of morning

found me; and thus determined

the glory of morning sun burst

upon me, bringing instant convic-

tion and flooding my soul with

calm and holy joy.

"For, did not the sun that de-

clined in darkness, rise o'er the

eastern mountains in peerless

effulgence? Did not the Lord

Jesus say, T am the resurrection

and the life: he that believeth in

me, though he were dead, yet

shall he live?'

"Then, with broken and contrite

spirit, I entered the room where

the mother and sister of Adina had

laid out the earthly tabernacle in

pure, white robes. Standing there,

gazing without a sigh upon the

impassive form, involuntarily I

spoke: Tt is sown in corruption;

it is reaped in incorruption!'
"

Verily, "He doeth all things

well." Kennon.
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tiAtE AN AIM IN LIFE.

NEVER goa drone through lift,

But always have an aim;
Though this world be full of strife',-

Yet strive to Win a name.
Time is valued more than gold
By those who strive to win:

They who get the firmest bold,

Are they who first begin.

Though the path seems rough to you,
And rugged all the way.

Yet with courage firm and true,
You sure will win the day;

Others they iray scoff and jeer,'

But do not step aside;

Struggle on and do not fear,

The path will open wide'.

Highest prizes are not won
By those who do not work;

Steady -yti 'til day is done,
No £A ty you must shirk;

Choo-seyorfr lesson, learn itwell^
And muster all you can:

PersevereUce sure will tell,

And make of you a man.

Sweetest roses always bloom
The highest on the bush;

In the world for you there's roolif,-

If you will only push1

;

First be sure you're iu the right,
i

And then .just look ahead;
Sure the goal will come in sight

Bef'oie the day is sped.

l)o not then, discouraged be,
Nor give up in despair;

Work, and iu the end you'll see'

The prize will be your share'.
Enter bravely into the strife,

You sure will rise to fame;
Sweet success is yours in lite

If you but have an aim.

TEE LECTURE.

ON Wednesday evening, the 26th
ult., Elder Joseph Stanford de-

livered his lecture on "Language"
which was announced to have
taken place previous to the quar-

antine regulations being placed

upon the city. The building was
crowded to its utmost capacity,-

and many people were unable to

gain admission. The lecturer re-

ferred to and repeated a number
of English provincialisms; spoke

of the necessity of acquiring a cor-

rect knowledge of our mother

tongue, of cultivating a habit of

correct speaking, and expressing

our thoughts clearly and intelli-

gibly. Hoped ere long to see

colleges' and other institutions of

learning established in this place,-

where our young men can be

taught other languages besides the-

English; also every other branch

of literature that will embellish

a$L Xh
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and adorn their minds, and be to

them a source of lasting pleasure

and utility.

The lecturer spoke a little over

an hour, and handled the subject

in an interesting manner, during

which the utmost attention pre-

vailed. We regret that our limited

space prevents us giving a more

extended notice of the lecture,

which it richly deserves.

THE DOOM OF NATIONS.

HOW frequently the doom of

nations has been determined

by the issue of a single combat be-

tween a few thousand men. A.us-

terlitz, Marengo, the plains of

Waterloo, the battle of Sadowa

and the capitulation of Sedan,

amply testify to this. What were

the numbers employed, the time

occupied and the number of lives

lost on any one of these occasions

compared with the momentous

consequences produced upon the

states and kingdoms whose fate

was involved in the issue? A de-

cisive battle is lost, and the will of

the conqueror is imposed upon a

whole kingdom. Military men

tell us that to maintain an army of

a given strength in the field at

least three times that number of

trained men must be reckoned

upon. One-third of this force

faces the enemy, a second is held

ready to supply the casualties in the

first and the third to fill up the va-

cancies in the second. When
Germany,in 1870, invaded France,

what did we expect to stop the

progress of the German forces but

the army opposed to them? But

when the first line of the French

defence was defeated, she had no
reserve, and her militia and the

levy en masse which took place

proved useless. From the wars of

1866 to 1870 some most important

lessons may be obtained as to the

short, sharp and decisive character

of modern warfare, and we may be

excused for briefly recalling two or

three leading facts as to dates as-

sociated with, each of these remark-

able campaigns.

On the iSth of June, 1866,

Prussia declared war against Aus-

tria. Five days afterward—on the

23d—the Prussian forces were in

Bohemia; on the 3d of July, or

fifteen days after the declaration

of war, Benedek was utterly de-

feated at Sadowa,and the war was
practically ended. On the 4th of

July Austria ceded Venetia to

Italy, and a fortnight afterwards

was witnessed the formation of the

new German confederation, which

was superceded in 1871 by the es-

tablishment of the German Em-
pire.

The events of the Franco-

Prussian war of 1870 were almost

M



THE AMATEUR. 67
m

as abrupt, sudden and overwhelm-
ing War was declared in Berlin

on the 19th of July; on the 23d,

four days afterwards, the bridge of

Kiell was blown up by the Ger-
mans, and on the 6th of August,

eighteen days after the declaration

of war, McMahon was totally de-

feated at the battle of Woerth.
On the first of September the bat-

tle of Sedan took place, and, on
the following day, or forty-five

days from the opening of the war,

the Emperor ..Napoleon was a

prisoner.

The facts thus briefly summarized
show the hopelessness of trusting

to "making soldiers" after a war
has been declared, and the abso-

lute necessity, above all things, of

forming a powerful force of train-

ed men in time of peace, for a re-

serve, but living in their own
homes. M.

TR UE RELIGION.

ALTHOUGH the Nineteenth

Century has produced the

most enlightened race of people

that has ever inhabited the earth,

so far as art, science- and scholastic

refinement are concerned, it has

also produced Christian denomi-

nations that are far from practising

the precepts taught by the worth'es

of olden times. Each of the sec-

tarian denominations of to-day

profess to believe in the same God
and the same Savior; each sect

contends that it is right and all the

rest wrong. Now there is only one

right, consequently all others must

be wrong. The question arises,

which is the right religion? This

question has perplexed the great

minds of the religious world for a

number of years without a satisfac-

tory solution. Each thinks his

religion contains the most merit,

and produces a better chance for

him to fill his pockets with that

which is worshipped by a majority

of the world—money. The .reli-

gion that teaches the most elevat-

ing principles and practices the

commands laid down by our Lord

and Savior, Jesus Christ, when he

was upon the earth, is the religion

that will in some future clay be

looked to as the only plan of sal-

vation and exaltation. How many
of the eminent preachers of Christ-

endom are there that sincerely be-

lieve the doctrine they preach, and
live up to the principles they ex-

pound, in their daily walk of life?

Are there not many that put on a

very solemn countenance for Sun-

day and preach a most excellent

sermon—enough to make their

auditois look upon them as para-

gons of purity and sincerity? But

when Sunday is over, that is the

last of their religion until Sunday
returns, and during the time in-

tervening, these very preachers may
be seen dabbling in all kinds of

sin and wickedness, thereby trans-

gressing the laws of Him whom
they profess to worship.

S. E. A.
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Edited ajid Published Bi-Weekl.v, by the Young
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Oifden City, Utah.

John P. Smith, Editor.

WEDNESDAY MARCH firli, 1ST8.

TO PRESIDENTS OF MUTUAL IMPROVE-
MENT ASSOCIATIONS.

We -will tie pleased to send the Amateur to all

Presidents of Mutual Improvement Associations

who will forward us their names and addresses and

ten cents postage. Wo also] iuvite them, one

and all, to favor us with an occasional corres-

pondence.

THE FIRST.

FOR the first time in the course

of our existence, and despite

our protestations of lack of expe-

rience and ability, the duties of an

editor have devolved upon us. We
very much regret, and can truth-

fully say that we do not in any way

feel exultant or joyous over the

brilliant prospects offered us

through this channel. We make

no pretentions to literary learning

or journalistic ability, and other

obligations place us under the ne-

cessity of conducting our editorial

duties by lamplight, which, to-

gether with the limited time at our

disposal may be the cause of

errors, grammatical and other-

wise, creeping in here and there,

despite our most careful scrutiny

and attention. We are .amateurs,

just commencing the struggle of

life, contending and battling

against ignorance, striving with all

diligence and exertion to climb the

ladder of fame, and seeking con-

tinually for the Spirit of God to

direct us in our proceedings. We
firmly believe that the Amateur
will be the means of bringing into

active exercise some of the latent

talent of the younger portion of

our community, and lead to the

development of those abilities

which are so essential to the ad-

vancement and progress of the

Kingdom of God upon the earth.

We theiefore ask that the eye of

the critic scan not too closely our

feeble efforts, but that he will take

into consideration the above im-

portant facts, and kindly "pass

our imperfections by..'
7

GOOD AND BAD.

ONE hundred and forty-six years

ago, on the 2 2d of P'ebruary

last, on the homestead at Bridge's

Creek, in the State of Vermont,

George Washington, "The Father

of our Country," was born.

George had only the commonest

advantages of the day—no lan-

guage but his own, and simple in-

struction in the ordinary branches

^4% y£
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of an English education were the

extent of his privileges. On the

12th of April, 1743, while yet in

his prime, George was afflicted by

the death of his father, Augustine

Washington. By this sudden and

great loss, Mary, the mother of

George, became his guide and in-

structor, and moulded his charac-

ter for the future eminence which

he attained. From a child he was

fond of the mimic sport of a sol-

dier's life. This love of adventure

grew upon him. As an illustration

of his obedience, it is said that at

the age of fourteen years a mid-

shipman's warrant was obtained

for him, and his luggage was on

board a man-of-war when, his mo-
ther's heart failing her, George,

the ever obedient son, gave up the

plan of seeking fame in the navy.

Returning to school,George de-

voted his attention to improvement

in all those branches calculated to

fit him for civil or military service.

Perseverance and completeness

marked his whole course, and the

habits of method and order which

were then established, adhered to

him through life. He found time

to do everything and to do it well.

In short, his was a character which,

even in boyhood, marked him out

to be a leader and guide of others.

His schoolfellows came to him to

decide their little differences, and

his sincerity and fairness gave him
the ascendancy at all times.

The life of Washington, his

obedience and truthfulness to his

parents is well known to every
school boy. We have only given
a short sketch of his early history
in order to show the differences ex-

isting between him and some of
the boys of our day. True, we
have in our community many good
and honest boys and girls, who
will evidently, at some future day,
fill honorable positions. On the

other hand there are many of a

different character, boys who, un-

like Washington, have a growing
disposition to do evil. "Satan
always finds work for idle hands to

do," and consequently,, mischief,

quarrels, fights and disturbances

of every nature and description

are general with them. We might

enumerate a great many vices prac-

ticed by this class of the youth, if

neceesary, but they are too well

known to need particularizing.

Such conduct in boys is sometimes

thought to be the fault of parents

in not giving proper heed to their

religious and moral guidance, and

preparing them for the duties and

responsibilities of life; but as a

general thing it is not. Parents

have a great deal more of the

putsidg element to contend with to-

day than they had several years
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ago. All classes of people, good,

bad and indifferent, are nocking

into our community yearly, and

some of the worst and most de-

graded specimens of humanity are

frequently dropped here; Ogdcn,

being the terminii of so many

railroads, is particularly noted for

this one feature. Our boys are

caught in the snare, and are soon

victims to the most foul and

vicious habits and vices.

The question naturally arises,

what is to be done with such boys?

We are unable to say, but at the

same time feel certain that some

means could be devised by which

they can be brought to a knowl-

edge of their situation. Something

ought to.be done, as they are fast

becoming a nuisance and disgrace

to the respectable portion of our

community, and are only a draw-

back to those of their schoolmates

who are endeavoring to do the

will of their parents and teachers.

If allowed to pursue the course

they are taking they will inevitably

bring remorse upon themselves and

sorrow and affliction to the hearts

of their parents, many of whom
are entirely ignorant of the vicious

ways of their offspring, and whom,
if informed of the fact, would un-
doubtedly exclaim in the words of

the father of Washington: 'T
would rather have seen him nailed

in his coffin," etc.

Let us use our influence for the

reformation of these boys. Let
children be kept out of the streets,

away from bad company, and let

us have a class of boys, intelligent,

honest, moral and religious in char-

acter. Give us plenty of boys like

George Washington, ''Active, en-

ergetic, prompt, ready; knowing
how to obey quite as well as how
to command." These qualities

might well have raised him above
his fellows, and indicated the

greatness and nobleness of the ca-

reer before him.

POSTPONEMENT OF ONE ISSUE.

N consequence of a "rush" of

very urgent work at the Ogden

Junction office, wherby the type.

etc., used in the publication of our

little periodical will be needed for

a week or two, the next number of

the Amateur will, as a necessity,

have to be posponed until Wed-

nesday, March 27th—three weeks

from the date of the present issue.

We trust this explanation will be

satisactory to our readers and
patrons.

. m m - '

OFFICERS

OF THE Y. M. M. I. A., OF OGDEN
CITY, UTAH:

Joseph A. West, President.

David Kay, First Counselor-

Moroni Poulter,Second Counselor.

Washington Jenkins, Rec. Sec'y.

R. P. Harris, Corresponding Sec.

Willard Farr, Treasurer.

William' James, Librarian.

bs*.



THE AMATEUR. 71

A WORD ON CHARITY.

CHARITY is one of the noblest

virtues that God has given to

man. Yet how few of us cultivate

it? How few of us realize the many
obligations we are under to our

Heavenly Father for the blessings

and comforts of life—for our very

existence upon the earth.

The Lord has commanded us to

love our neighbors as ourselves.

Let us, therefore, be kind and

charitable to all with whom we

come in contact; let us scatter

seeds of kindness, love and chari-

ty, wherever we go, that we may
be the means of brightening the

life of some weary soul. We know
not how much good just one kind

word may do to those who are on

the path to ruin; or how much
comfort it may give to those who
are cast down, or bereft of friends.

Let us search for the good qual-

ities in each other, instead of

finding fault. If we are tempted

to speak unkindly of any one, we

should examine our own hearts

and see if we are free from error.

I think we will find that none of

us are perfect. We should, there-

fore, cultivate the spirit of charity

and love. Bring peace and hap-

piness to all around us, not only

to the rich and to those who treat

us well, but it is the poor and

friendless, the weak and wayward
to whom we should bring our offer-

ings of love and charity.

Let us do all the good we can in

this life, that when our Heavenly

Father shall call us to lay our

bodies in the grave, we may meet

Him with a clear conscience, well

satisfied with our career upon the

earth, and that we may long be

remembered for our deeds of love

and charity. Lu.

YOUTH.

WHAT is youth? It is the

springtime of life; the morn-

ing of our existence in this world

of joys and sorrows; the time when

are imbibed the principles which,

to a greater or less extent will gov-

ern in more mature years. Then

of what infinite importance to the

future man are the teachings he re-

ceives at his mother's knee; for,

"as the twig is bent, so is the tree

inclined,
1

' or, as the clay is

shaped so in the heat of the fur-

nace will the vessel appear.

Every one must have an educa-

tion. If he does not receive good

education he will inevitably obtain

one of a different character, and if

left, with so many adverse in-

fluences to bear upon him, to pur-

sue his own course, he will, in a
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majority of instances, prove a dis-

grace to himself, to his parents

and to society. Of such, come
the victims for the gallows; and
how often we hear of the re-

mark: "Had I been properly in-

structed by my parents, such

would not have been my condi-

tion.'' thereby throwing a stigma

upon the character of those whose
lot might have been widely differ-

ent had the proper course been

pursued. But there are exceptions

to all rules; and occasionally we
hear of those whose early training

has been good, and who have had

every opportunity to become hon-

ored members of society, falling

into vicious habits and becoming

degraded. Such cases, however,

are rare. If a child is properly

governed at home, and taught

while yet there may be an impres-

sion made, the principles of truth

and honesty, and to shun the path

of the evil-doer, few are the in-

stances wherein he will deviate

from the principles taught him.
B.

A Niagara hackman, during a

quarrel, the other day, was shot

through the heart. Not being hit

in a vital part, he has recovered,

while a fellow hackman, who was
kicked in the pocket during the

same quarrel, died instantly.

Fasti^vibs,
/

CHARADES.

(No. S.)

1 am composed of 16 letters.

My 1, 5, 8, 11 is a fuel,

My 7, 8, 16, 1. 10, 3 is a bird.

My 1.15, 8, 16, 14. 5 is a city,

My 8,7, 8, 4, .3, 14, 6, is :i popular journal,
My 9, 2, 1.3, is a part of the human body,
My 12, 4, 14, 8, 6, 11 is a mount.

My whole is a c'i.y in on'6 of the temperate zones.
J. G.S.

ENIGMA.

(No 9.)

My first appears in all that's good,
And gracious, grand and great,

It never does appear in sin

Nor wickedness, nor hate.

My second shows itself in love,

And lends its useful aid
To glory, and

—

:
t may seem strange

—

By it is sorrow made.

In wickedness my third shines forth;

It deals in deeds most, dread;
It has no place in happiness

—

Of death it is the head.

Together these three letters place,
And net them right, and true;

The subject, then, you're sure to find,

Should be beloved by you.

BE-HEADINGS,

(No. 10.)

Behead a kinil of fruit and leave 3 portion of the
human frame.
Behold a substance aud leave an article used

fcr illuminating purposes.
Behead two or more animals and leave a kind of

grain.
Behead an impossibility and leave an insect.

Behead a kind of grain and leave an element.
Behead ("gain and leave to consume.
Behead a mass of mineral mnrtter and leave a

term in music. Behead again and leave a number.

Contributors to this column should be certain
that their puzzle's contaiu points of merit, and
above all be certain that they are correct. They
ihould also be accompanied with the answots.

*£g- Answers to the chore, are requested, which if

reteivid in time, nliU appear in out ricxt issue/

*3
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Men's Mutual Improvement Association of
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REPORT

Of the Young Men s Mutual Improvement

Association of Ogden to the Quarterly

Conference of the Weber Slake of Zion;

held at Ogden City, April 2Qth, and 21*1,

1878.

THE Young Men's Mutual Im-

provement Association of Og-

den City was organized by Apos-

tle Franklin D. Richards and the

Presidency of the Weber Stake of

Zion, on the 6th day of June,

1877, with the following officers

to wit:

Joseph A. West, President;

David Kay, First Counselor; Mo-
roni Poulter, Second Counselor;

Ephraim Myers, Recording Sec-

retary; R. P, Harris, Correspond

ing Secretary; Wiilard Farr,

Treasurer, and William James,

m,.

Librarian. Ephriam Myers re-

signed on the 13th of October,

1877, and Washington Jenkins

was appointed in his stead. With

this exception the board of officers

stand as first appointed.

Since the date of our organiza-

tion regular metings have been

held once a week, except during

the prevalence of small pox in our

midst, with an average attendance

of about one hundred. During

the first two months of this period

however, our meetings were com-

paratively small, but from the be-

ginning of November last they

have been so largely attended,

both by members and non-mem-

bers, that our. hall, on many occa-

sions, has been far too small to

accommodate those who have as-

sembled. Our exercises princi-

pally consist of extemporaneous

speeches, speeches on appointed

subjects, embracing history, biog-

raphy and religion, testimonies,



82 THE AMATEUR. is*

select readings, declamations, etc.

On each alternate Wednes-

day, since the 26th of Octo-

ber, wkh but few exceptions,

public lectures have been given

under the auspices of our Society,

in which much interest has been

manifested, and through which we
feel that much good has been ac-

complished, especially among the

young people of our city. On the

7 th of November last we began

the publication of the Amateur, a

small eight page bi-weekly peri-

odical, devoted to the moral and

intellectual advancement of our

members and designed to promote

the general interests of mutual im-

provement in our midst.

The editor of this little paper "is

usually appointed once a month

from the members of the Associa-

tion. He is held responsible for

the character and general make-up

of his respective issues, and to

him all pieces for publication are

submitted for inspection and criti-

cism. It is distributed to adver-

tisers and members free of charge

and circulates on subscription to a

few members of other Mutual Im-

provement Organizations in this

and the adjacent counties. None

but members of the Society are

supposed to write for its columns,

and as the typographical and other

mechanical work is performed by

! h—

us the paper is both edited and

published by the Association.

Our first three issues numbered

two hundred copies, but the sub-

sequent ones were increased to

three hundred, hence, with num-

ber 10, the last paper published,

we have issued 2,700 copies of

this periodical, at a cost in round

numbers of about $120.

The Association has received

and expended for various purposes

since June last $240, numbers 145

members, and is in all respects in

a very satisfactory and prosperous

condition.

Jos. A. West,
President.

R. P. Harris,

Cor. Sec'y.

COMPANY.

D
O we realize how important it

it is that we should keep good

company? Many do not; and

many a: e enticed away from their

happy homes by those who are low

and degraded. We should never

allow ourselves to mingle in so-

ciety of this kind; always seek to

rise or step higher instead of going

lower;, our parents will be proud

and look with pleasure upon our

advancement if we do right, and

honor them and obey their coun-

sel, for they will seldom give bad

m
.1
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counsel; but if you are reckless and

careless, and mingle in society that

will tend to lead lower and lower,

they will be grieved and perhaps

be hurried from this world to a

premature grave by our conduct;

we should do all in our power to

make our parents happy, for they

are always striving to make us

happy. If we see them troubled

we should try to comfort them; the

Lord has commanded us to honor

our fathers and mothers, and He
says that our days shall be many
upon the earth; then if we wish

the blessing of God we must do as

He has commanded.

If we wish to be respected by

those who are respectable, or to be

looked upon as anybody in this

world, let us keep good company.

How many respectable young

men have been brought to a drunk-

ard's grave! how many have come

to disgrace, and to the gallows by

mingling in bad society!

Nor are the young women ex-

cepted; they too, sometimes, are

caught in the snare; we often see

those who were once respected, led

away, to disgrace, and to ruin;

thev lose their good name, and

when that is gone it will take some
time to replace it, even if they try

to retrace their steps; the best way
is to avoid this evil, and we will

not have to repent it when it is

too late. M.

DILIGENCE AND PUNCTUALITY

HOW many are there among us

who fully realize the, import-

ance of keeping ourselves busy

while we are here upon the earth?

or how many realize that we have

but a short time to live, compared
with the work we should per-

form, and that even that time not

our own? I sometimes think we

do not: that we spend a great

many moments idly. We are too

careless and let a great many
precious moments go to waste,that

might be employed to good advan-

tage, that when once gone we

cannot recall; they are num-

bered with the past. Then let us

try to improve the time and turn

each moment to some account. If

we wish to succeed in business we

must observe
1

punctuality; when

we have a day's work to perform

let us be up in the morning and at

our work at the appointed time,

that we may accomplish what we

set out to do. If we have prom-

ised to meet a person at any par-

ticular time, we should be there at

the time, and if we owe a man let

us make it a point to fulfil our

promise with him; by taking this

course, we will gain theconfidence

of our associates. Let us not,

then, forget that diligence and
punctuality are indispensable to

&
success. P. H.
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THE AMATEUR.
Edited and Published Bi-Weekly, by the Young
Man's Mutual Improvement Association, of
Ogden City, Utah.

Zachariah Ballantyne, Editor.

WEDNESDAY „ APRIL 24th, 1878.

TO PRESIDENTS OF MUTUAL IMPROVE-
MENT ASSOCIATIONS.

We will be pleased to send the Amateur to all

Presidents of Mutual Improvement Associations

who will forward us their names and addresses and
ton cents postage We also, invite them, one

and all, to favor us with an occasional corres-

pondence.

AMBITION.

AMBITION is that within us

which prompts us to aspire to

something higher and more excel-

lent, and to imitate the example
of those who are wiser and better

than ourselves; or if our inclina-

tions are different, it may lead us

to pattern after those who take a

more vicious or ruinous course.

If properly exercised it is one of

the noblest attributes of our na-

ture: without it a person cannot

attain to excellence; take from
him this divine instinct, and he is

left to grovel in obscurity, to live

unknown, and die unregretted.

Without it God could not have
attained to His present condition
of glory, and it is the desire He
has implanted in us to excel, that

we may be like Him. By its

proper use we may become of
great benefit to our fellowmen; for

by it some men have immortalized
their names; others, by it great in

their sphere, have been ruined.

This it was which prompted Abra-
ham and Jacob to seek for the

promises they obtained from God

;

and this it was which caused Alex-

ander, Caesar, Napoleon, &c, to

aspire to that glory which proved
their ruin. And though in his-

tory their actions are eulogized,

and though we, too, may extol

their virtues we cannot but con-

demn the course they pursued.

It is astonishing to mark the

power, this passion has over the

human mind; some aspire to the

accumulation of wealth, others to

fame and the applause of their fel-

lows; and we sometimes see men
who will sacrifice their honor,their

regard for truth and every moral
tie,which should be dear to man, to

gratify their avarice, and this in-

satiate thirst for momentary glory.

Truly has the poet written: "How
like a mounting devil in the heart

rules the unreined ambition," for

by the undue gratification of the

ambition of those who have held

the reins of government, nations,

the greatest the world has known
have been thrown from the zenith

of power into obscurity.

"What," says one, "Shall we
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not be ambitious?" Yes. But in

all our aspirations let us be guided

by truth and a sacred regard for

integrity and honor, and our aim

the eventual exaltation of our-

selves and the good of our fellow-

men.

THE LECTURE OF ELDER F. S.

RICHARDS.

THE lecturer began with a recital

of the principal incidents con-

nected with his journey from

Switzerland to Italy; gave an ac-

count of a visit to Genoa, the

birth-place of Columbus, and of a

visit to' Pisa, and the leaning

tower; touched upon Elba, the

scene of Napoleon's first banish-

ment. The speaker also dwelt

to considerable length upon the

history of ancient Rome: its rise,

beauty and wealth, the extent of

its empire,and its ultimate decline.

Made mention of a visit to modern
Rome and its principal places of

interest, the seven hills of Rome,
where are to be found many places

and scenes of renown; Catacombs,

tomb of Cresus, view of the coun-

try in the vicinity of Rome, ac-

count of the wars of the Romans,
paintings by the most famous ar-

tists of ancient Rome, &c. The
lecture was delivered before a

large and appreciative audience,

who gave their undivided atten-

tion, and was, from beginning to

end, very interesting and instruc-

tive and we regret that our space

will not permit us to give it en-

tire. At the close of the meeting
it was announced that Mr. T. H.
Hadley would deliver a lecture be-

fore the Association, on some
scientific subjects, three weeks
from date, but we understand it

has been postponed until Wednes-
day evening, May ist, 1878. The
lecture will, no doubt, be one of

interest and a full attendance is

solicited.

A
!

THE ORGANIZA TIOX.

S per announcement in the

semi-weekly Ogden "Junc-
tion" on Saturday, March 13th,

Bro. B. F. Cummings, Jr., of

the Territorial Central Committee
of the Y. M. M. I. A., has

been up from Salt Lake City and

has made a detour of the County,

for the purpose of arranging the

preliminaries for the organization

of a Stake Central Committee,

consisting of six members, a

President, two Counselors, a Re-

cording Sec'y, a Corresponding

Sec'y and a Treasurer, to preside

over, and arrange programmes of

exercises for the various Associa-

tions of the County, as this is be-

lieved the best method for secur-

ing a permanent and effectual or-
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ganization and the universal pre-

valence of the Y. M. M. I. A.,

throughout the County. Bro.

Junius F. Wells, President of the

Central Committee, intended to

accompany Bro. Cummings in his

visits, but circumstances prevented

his coming. After completing

his tour, Bro. Cummings started

on Thursday morning last, on a

mission to the Eastern States for

the purpose of collecting genealo-

gies. An expression was also

taken from the Associations upon

the continuance and enlargement

of the Amateur, to be the organ

of the various Associations of the

County, of which we shali speak

in our next; suffice it to say the

measures well received.

INTEMPERANCE.

TNTEMPERANCE in nearly

J- everything is manifest to the

critical observer; it may be seen

in all classes of people, from the

wealthiest and most responsible

men, down to the beggar in the

street. In various ways may a

person be intemperate, some of

which are the adornment of the

person, reading, eating, sleeping,

etc., but what I most particularly

wish to make mention of is intem-

perance in the use of spirituous

liquors. Probably there are but

very few cities, towns or villages

where there is
#
not strong liquor to

be found in abundance, and where
the drunkard revels in his low and

degraded sphere, caring for noth-

ing but to satisfy his ravenous ap-

petite. Can anything be conceived

that is productive of so much
trouble, discord and disgrace as is

intemperance in the use of spiritu-

ous liquors? It has been the means
of rendering homes desolate; in

many instances families have been

broken up and brought from the

height of prosperity and honor

down to poverty and woe,and left

to plod their way through this

world of turmoil, grief and pain

as best they can, with no one to

care for them or provide for their

wants. What is there that is more
disgusting in the eyes of a moral

and temperate person than to wit-

ness a drunkard staggering through

the street towards his miserable

home, which place he oftimes does

not reach, but is either doomed to

pass the night in some gutter or is

picked up by the police and taken

to jail, there to await the pen-

ary of the law. The drunkard is

censured by his friends, if any he

may have, for his downward course

to ruin, and besought with every

feeling of tenderness to be temper-

j

ate, but all to no purpose, for he

j
will, despite all inducements, pur-

23
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sue the evil tenor of his way, and

before many years pass away he is

numbered with the dead.

The intemperate use of tobacco

is common all over the civilized

world,and parts of the uncivilized.

It is an every day occurrence to

see boys of the age of nine and ten

years and upward, strutting about

the streets with cigars or cigarettes

in their mouths, smoking away

their lives and bringing them-

selves to premature graves.

Drink no liquor, use no tobacco,

and your lives will be those of

health and happiness. S. E. A.

GOOD ADVICE.

AS improvement is our motto

and watchword, we have a

large field of labor before us. No
one need grumble for want of

room; no one can say the world is

vain. The work before us re-

quires our energy, ambition and

perseverance.

We have the light, and the com-

mandment is to let it so shine that

the world may see our good works

and glorify God.

Our duties lie in the direction of

culture and refinement, as main

spokes in the wheel of improve-

ment. Cultivate every noble re-

solution, every good talent and

every holy feeling; extend a char-

ge

itable hand of fellowship to those

in need; resolve to do good when-
ever an opportunity presents it-

self, and banish every feeling of

discontent, as an obstacle in the

road to happiness. If we do this

we shall surely accomplish the1 de-

sired end, and fill up the measure

of our creation with honor and

.glory to God. X.

TilE ORGANIZA TION.

We regret that we are not able

to give in this issue, a report of

the organization effected on Sun-

day evening last. But on account

of having most of our matter in

type before that time we were com-

pelled to omit it; a full report,

however, will be given in our next.

CORRECTION.

Our readers will remember see-

ing, in the report of R. Ballan-

tyne's lecture, the name of one

John Harner,who donated a large

amount of money to forward the

missionaries to their destination,

whose name should have been

given as John Horner.

«d@
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.

What is a Bishop?

The most abused of mankind.

What is his installment to that

office?

The signal for the accumulation

of fat.

What is ail editor?

One who is better qualified to

recommend than to imitate?

Who is the best orator?

He who can use the most words,

and say the least.

What is a judge?

A tool for lawyers.

Who are the poor?

Those who have the most money
and the least brains.

What is a medium?
A person who has communion

with the devil.

Who is the best lawyer?

The best wool-picker.

What is a man?
The judge of all other men.

What is a woman?
The person to put that judg'

ment into execution.

What is a fop?

A person with his hair parted in

the middle, with a quarter of an

ounce of brains lodged in the

nethermost part of his cranium.

THE CA USE

f\\JR readers have been disap-

x ' pointed, no doubt, at the

non-appearance of the Amateur,
which should have been issued on

the 10th inst.. but on account of

a press of work at the "Junction"

office,was postponed one issue. It

is expected, however, that our

next will appear at the proper

time-

There are guns made which will

pierce the sides of the heaviest

iron clads, and the conclusion has

almost beea reached, that their

force is irresistible; but the con-

clusion is premature, they have

not been tried on the cheek of our

eminent "financiers."

OFFICERS

OF THE V. M. M. I. A., OF OGDEN
CITY, UTAH:

Joseph A. West, President.

David Kay, First Counselor.

Moroni Poulter, Second Counselor

Washington Jenkins, Rec. Sec'y.

R. P. Harris, Corresponding Sec.

Willard Farr, Treasurer.

William James, Librarian.

EJSTWMA.

My first, is ft thinp from a land far away.

My second by some is ol't used for "hay;

'

My third, you will see, much resembles my first,

And my fourth is a very good thing for a thirst, ^
Go, search for my fifth in the depths of a "well;

In niv sixth yon will see "he" does follow "hel."

My seventh in Scotch is a rolling plaything

And my whole is a very detectable being.

\s
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FROST BOUND.

Oil, Earth, poor Earth, locked fast and bound
In chaius of ice and drifted snows

—

How shall deliverance lie found
Fur thee? What strong hand shall unclose

Thy fetters, letting loose the sound
Of laughing waters; troni the ground

Calling the violet anil the rose?

How peacefully, how quietly
Thou waitest, undaunted, undismayed!

Is there some secret hidden from mo—
?ome mes«nge in the storm and shade

Which tells of a recompense to be
For sue 1 brave souls as bide like thee,

The Lord's good leisure, ut afraid?

Oh. heart, poor heart, whose frozen epringi
Melt not (or ray of star or sun,

But lie n icy folded -ings
Pulseless and voiceless evcy on»

—

Whose hopes llee for'h on rapid wings
And vanish with sweet vanished thiugs

Eie yet the winter was liegun.

I.earn this great patience, and abide
Courageously the bittor day:

Trust ibe Eternal Love, uor chide
Tlioiuh still thy summer should delay*

Flop* is deferred but not denied;
And in the deepest snowdrifts hide
The blossoms of a coming May.

—From Sunday Afternoon.

SPECIAL MEETING.

IN pursuance of a previous an-

nouncement, a special meeting

of the young people of Ogden and

of Weber county was held in the

Ogden Tabernacle on Sunday

evening, April 21st, for the pur-

pose of organizing a Stake Central

Committee to preside over the

Young Men's Mutual Improve-

ment Associations throughout the

county.

After singing and prayer Bro.

Junius F. Wells, president of the

Territorial Central Committee,

arose, and, having stated the ob-

ject of the meeting, viz: the or-

ganization of the above-mentioned

board, he proceeded to show the

good effects produced among the

young men where these Associa-

tions had existed, and said that

he had heard many young men
testify that they had never had

any serious reflections on religious

___ —*gyu
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matters, nor had even read a chap-

ter in any religious work until

they became members of these so-

cieties; the speaker referred to

Cache county, where a system of

intermissionary labor, such as this

board will institute here, has been

in vogue during the past winter,

and stated that from two hundred

to three hundred young men be-

longing to these Associations had

performed actual missionary labor

each month,, and denominated it

as a kind of wholesale missionary

manufactory. He also gave an es-

timate of the number of Associa-

tions and members at present in

the Territory, which was as fol-

lows :

Number of Associations. 170;

average membership, 50; Total

number of members, 8,500.

i hus we see that the work of"

mutual improvement is one of no'

small dimensions. The duties of

the Central Board, he said, would

be to reorganize, and r.ave a gen-

eral supervision over all the asso-

ciations in the county; and the

medium through which any in-

struction the Twelve might wish to

impart could be readily conveyed

to each Society.

Orson Whitney and j. T.

Hardy each spoke a short time,

giving their early experience as

missionaries abroad, and showing

the embarrassment attending an

inexperienced Elder irt an effort to

preach, and urged the young men

to Undergo that experience at

home.

Prest. J- F. Wells then present-

ed the following names as officers

of the Stake Central Board:

Joseph A. West, President; A.

C. Brown, L. A. Herrick, Coun-

selors; Washington Jenkins, Re-

cording Secretary; C. C. Rich-

ards, Corresponding Secretary;

Zechariah Ballantyne, Treasurer;

all of whom were unanimously

accepted.

Mr. Wells then proceeded to

organize Associations in the dif-

ferent Wards of the city, as fol-

lows:

First Ward.—G.R.Hill, Presi-

dent; E. T. Myers and C. C.

Brown, Counselors; C. J. Flowers,

Secretary; Moroni Poulter, Treas-

urer; John Yolker,. Librarian.

Second Ward.—John McQuar-

rie, President; James Douglas

and Wm. F. James, Counselors;

John G. Ellis, Secretary; Henry

J. Garner, Treasurer.

Third Ward.—Elijah N. Free-

man, President; L. M. Richards

and Joseph Farr, Counselors; W.

H. West, Secretary; J. H. Wat-

kins, Treasurer.

Fourth*Ward.—Willard Farr,

President; E. A. Stratford and

_ .

,
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A.. D. Chambers, Counselors;

John P. Smith, Secretary; Asa

Farley,. Treasurer.

Jos. A. West then addressed the

meeting a short time, expressing

his willingness to act in the posi-

tion to which he had been ap-

pointed, after which the meeting

was adjourned.

THE RELIABLE MAN

/ \F all the qualities that combine
w to form a good character

there is not one more important

than reliability. Most emphat-

ically is this true of the char-

acter of a good business man. The

world itself embraces both truth

and honesty, and the reliable man
must necessarily be truthful and

honest. We see so much all

around us that exhibits the absence

of this crowning quality that we

are tempted to deny its very ex-

istence. But there are, neverthe-

less, reliable men, men to be trust-

ed, in whom you may repose con-

fidence; whose word is as good as

their bond, and whose promise in-

sures performance. If any one of

you know such a man, make him

your friend. You can only do so,

however, by assimilating his char-

acter.

jump at conclusions. He is not a

frivolous man. He is thoughtful.

He turns over a subjeqt in his

mind and looks at it from all

points. He is not a partial or

one sided man. Pie invariably

tells the truth. He sees through

a thing. He is apt. to be a very

reticent r^an. He does not have

to talk a great deal. He is a

moderate man, not only in habits

of body, but also of mind. He is

not a passionate man, if so by na-

ture he has overcome it by grace.

He is a sincere man, not a plotter

or schemer. ' What he says may

be relied upon. He is a trust-

worthy man. You feel safe with

your property or the administra-

tion of affairs in his hands. He
is a brave man. He is a good
man, for no one can be thorough-

ly honest and truthful without be-

ing good. Is such a quality at-

tainable? Most assuredly so. It

is not born, it is made. Character

may be formed of course, then its

component parts may be moulded
to that formation. P.

OFFICERS

OF THE Y. M. M. I. A., OF OGDEN
CITY, UTAH:

Joseph A. West, President.

David Kay, First Counselor.

Moroni Pouker. Second Counselor

Washington Jenkins, Rec. Sec'y.

R. P. Harris, Corresponding Sec.
The reliable man is a man of

j Willard Farr, Treasurer,

good judgment. He does not [ William James, Librarian.
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Offden City. Utah.

Zechariah Ballantyne, Editor.

WEDNESDAY, .. MAY 8th, 1ST8.

TO FRESIDEXTS OF MUTUAL IMPROVE-
MENT ASSOCIATIONS.

Wsufill be pleased to send the Amateur to all

Presidents of Mutual Improvement Associations

who will forward us their names and addresses and

ten cents postage. We also invite them, oue

and all, to favor us with, an occasional cones-,

pondence.

OUR LAST

THE present number completes

the first volume of the Ama-

teur. And when we take into

consideration the circumstances

under which its publicatioa was

undertaken, we think it not too

much to congratulate ourselves

upon its gratifying success. Our

first number was issued on the 7th

of November, 1877,1, and at that

time it was expected that part of the

expenses would have to be paid

by contributions from the mem-
bers of the Association, but by the

aid of means obtained from parlor

entertainments, &c, from sub-

scribers and through the patron-

age of some of the business men of

Ogden, in advertising, we have

been able to meet all our obliga-

tions, and circulate the paper free

(?l^4_*_§_§^=_^_§=_is€^=@
' _»..

to members of the Association, to

advertisers and many Presidents

of Mutual Improvement Associa-

tions in this and surrounding
counties without making a single

call for donations from the mem-
bers. 'I his speaks well for the

people of this city, and shows that

they take an interest in the ad-

vancement of the young; and they
will please accept our sincere

thanks for the able assistance they

have rendered us, and we hope
they have been amply repaid

in noting the progress made by
the young people in the writing of

essays, and in observing the

gradual decrease in the do-

main of the word "cant,"

for we are confident that it has

been a great benefit to those who
have contributed to its columns.

The paper has been edited and
published and the mechanical

work performed by members of

the Association.

This volume having expired,the

Central Board are requested to

continue its publication. Accor-

dingly a meeting of the Board

and of the officers of the

four Associations of this city

was held, (those in the coun-

ty being consulted by letter)

and it was decided to make a

thorough canvass of the city, and

invite th'e Associations in the va-

Xh
2,
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rious settlements of the county to

do the same in their respective lo-

calities, to determine whether the

means would justify the end. We
are pleased to state that the meas-

ure has succeeded favorably,

and the young people of the

county may look for a periodical

of at least double the size of the

present one, of a greatly im-

proved character and appearance

in regular newspiper form,

and devoted to their moral and

intellectual advancement. The

first number will appear in two or

three weeks.

PROCEEDIXGS OF THE BOARD

TMMEDIATELY after the or-

Aganization of the Central Board,

the members entered upon their

labors in real earnest and took in-

to consideration the measures best

calculated to promote an interest

among the young in these Asso-

ciations. Having decided upon

the proper course to be pursued,

appointments were made in a num-
ber of the surrounding settlements;

and on Sunday, April 28th, they

visited and organized the associa-

tions in Slaterville, Marriott's and

Lynne, and in the evening visited

the Mound Fort Association,

which was already organized.

At all of these places they were

met with expressions of cor-

dial welcome, and both old and
young manifested a lively interest

in the work of mutual improve-

ment. On the Monday evening

following, a Mutual Improvement
Association was organized in the

Third Ward of this city. On
Tuesday evening an Association

was organized in the SecondWard,
and on Thursday night in the

Fourth Ward, the Association in

the First Ward having been pre-

viously organized. The mimes of

the officers of these Societies will

be found in the report of the meet-

ing held in the Tabernacle. On
Sunday last the board met with

and re-organized the Associations

in Harrisville and North Ogden;

and in each place the young men
manifested by their presence, their

appreciation of the privileges

placed within their reach.

rniLosopHic lecture.

THOS. H. HADLEY delivered

his lecture, entitled, "The
Forces of Nature," before the Y.

M. M. I. A. of Ogden City, May
1st, J878.

Upon entering the hall a sight

presented itself which brought

forcibly to mind a scene in an

apothecary shop: tubes of every

1/
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conceivable shape, and phials con-

taining acid enough to convert the

earth into a sea of glass. Besides

these there were several galvanic

batteries, a pan of ice and a sort

of one-sided gallows which at fi: st

set me 1 intended for the execution

of musquitos, but was afterwards

tirnsd to a very different use.

At half-past seven the kcturer

entered. Order was at once re-

stored and services l.egan by sing-

ing the hymn on page 325.

Prayer by Thos. Wallace. Sing-

ing, "Come all ye Son's of Zion."

The speaker then arose and said

that as philosophy is rather a dry

subject when spoken upon in a de-

tailed manner, he would there-

fore have to be brief.

He said the term "matter/' in

philosophy, applied to everything

material, and that the atoms of

matter were so small that no mi-

croscope had yet been made suffi-

ciently powerful to detect them in

the most minute form. His first

experiment was with a glass tube,

partially filled with a liquid, form-

ing a right angle, one end being

in a bottle, the other protnding

through a cork into a larger tube

fille 1 with air; by heating the

larger, which causes the liquid to

descend, he illustiated the expan-

sion of air or other matter, wnich

is termed a "mode of motion."

h.

He next illustrated the laws of

gravitation, by using a glass tube,

in which the electricity had been

excited by frictions, holding it

near a small piece of chalk sus-

pended by a cord, the latter in-

stantly approached the tube, and

again rebounded; he also placed

it near one end of a piece of wood

poised on a pivot, causing it to

revolve. This, he said, could be

done by folding a piece of brown

paper. Another experiment was

made which was somewhat jocular;

placing a quantity of albumen in

a phial and applying heat, it was

made to whiten and expand; dur-

ing the operation the utmost si-

lence prevailed, but after finishing

he explained that albumen was

nothing more than the white of an

egg, soliciting a burst of merri-

ment. Said that the sun's rays

contained seven difierent colors,

and made an experiment showing

the use of light {p the art of pho-

tography. To produce a proper

light he used wire called metal

magnesium; when ignited this

wireproducesa very brilliant light,

and upon being extinguished left

the audience as in an eclipse of the

sun. Fired the first shot, in the

Anglo-Russian war from a minia-

ture piece of ordnance set off by

the agency of electricity from the

battery, making such a concussion

ii--
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as to extinguish the light at a dis-

tance of several feet.

He explained that chemical

force is the property which causes

the different elements to combine,

to form the various substances.

To illustrate it, a chemically pre-

pared substance in the form of a

circular piece of paper, called nap-

tha, was placed on the surface of

the ice and thoroughly saturated, I

''COMFORTERS.'

U iH! poor soul! it is just the

** way my poor dear James
Augustus went off. I hope, my
dear Mrs. that your boy will

get over it, but I hardly think it

possible." Exactly; and it would
be a sad disappointment to your

''sympathetic" soul if the poor

and by placing upon it a piece of
bo >' should "get over it,"wouldn't

metal called sodium, a fire was

produced without the application

of heat. The same result was

produced on the surface of a glass

of water. The last was with a

pair of glasses called precipitating

glasses. By placing in one a quan-

tity of muriatic acid, and in the

other water ammonia, and

placing the mouths of the glasses

it? How fortunate that "dear

James Augustus" so prematurely

shuffled off this mortal coil! How
very accommodating on the part

of ihe aforesiid young man to per-

mit himself to be thus nipped in

the bud! Were it not for his un-

timely "taking off," what chance

would you possibly have for "en-

couraging" tne already half de-

together they were instantly filled
j

sftbndent invalid and his weary

with* a cloud of smoke.

The speaker closed by quoting

from the Scriptures that, "In all

and through all the God of Nature

feigneth." After the remarks a

vote of thanks was tendered for

the able and explicit manner in

which the lecture had been deliv-

ered. The lecture occupied over

an hour, and, as will be readily

seen, we have only been able to

give a brief sketch.

r • d*^i

watching parents, by hinting that

the time was near at hand when he

would probably be face to face

with the "dear" defunct J. A.?

There is too much of this in-

fluence brought to bear in the

sick chamber. Individuals who
are suffering from one or more of

the ills flesh is heir to have

enough to bear without being in-

vaded by a class of people who
seem to gloat over the prospect

for an early and "interesting"

funeral. If you have not a word
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of cheer for the invalid, keep

away from his or her abode. There

is enough trouble, anxiety, and

sorrow attendant in cases of ill-

ness without the services of pro-

fessional whiners and '• funeral-

brokers." Is it not a sin to thus

work upon and depress the feel-

ings of the sick person, harrass and

afflict the minds of the watch-

keeping parents, who beheld on

yonder couch the emaciated form

of their beloved, and perhaps,

only child? For shame! Let

what you have to say be words of

cheer and comfort. Show to them

that you believe in life—eternal

life! Let them feel by the influ-

ence you carry, that while there is

life there is hope; and even should

the tyrant Death claim your friend

you may rest assured that your

words of comfort have not gone

for nothing. Mormonism, as it

is commonly termed, teaches us

cheerfulness; shows us more par-

ticularly how to live, not to die.

Be confident that he who can live

right, will never be at a loss when

his lease of this mundane existence

expires. 'J herefore it is our duty

to encourage the desire to live; we

should properly govern ourselves,

that our existence here may be a

source of joy and usefulness to

ourselves and those by whom we

are surrounded; and the man or

woman who seeks to discourage

an individual who is struggling

against disease and sickness, has

sadly mistaken his or her calling,

and should be excluded from the

presence of the afflicted, to make

room for those of a more cheerful

disposition.

Parents, if you have a son or

daughter sick—and the advice is

applicable to sons and daughters,

should their parents be afflicted—
admit none but those who are

cheerful and hopeful; let the in-

valid have all the joy and sun-

shine possible, but for pity sake

exclude the professional, or even

amateur whiner and snifHer.

G. Rex.

Truth and Falsehood.-False-

hood flies swift as the wind, and

truth creeps behind her at a snail's

pace. But falsehood makes so

many twistings, that truth, keep-

ing steadily on, looking neither to

the right nor the left, overtakes

her before long.

Proverb.—If a word spoken in

its time is worth one piece of

money, silence in its time is worth

two.

Show.—Show may be easily

purchased; but happiness is always

a home-made article.—Home

57u&
Circle.
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