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4 “. THE AMERICAN ANTIQUARIAN.

those nlmg in Europe, Asia and the far East, and must have
been .trhasmntted to this country. We do not undertake to follow
up the. channel through which they flowed, nor to decide as to
the fountry trom which they came, but we can not help the
eohviction that they bear the impress of systems which are known
{a historic countries and which appear in the early ages in those

. countries.

We imagine that there was once in the far East a system of

+" nature worship which was as rude as anything found in America;

that at that time the elements of fire, water, lightning, the sun
and moon, and all the nature powers, were worshiped, or, at least,
divine attributes ascribed to them. We are sure that serpent
worship and tree worship prevailed, and appeared in the East,
though we do not know exactly at what time they appeared.
Phallic worship and image worship also came in at a certain stage
in the progress of thought. Thelast served to corrupt and degrade
the other systems, and very soon perverted them, so that they
became sources of degradation to the people. The Scriptures
conderan these, and history confirms the justice of the sen-
tence. The tradition of the serpent in the Scriptures may be an
allegory or a statement of fact, but there is no doubt that the
serpent worship was a source of degradation and a sentence was
placed upon it by enlightened conscience. The personification of
the nature powers did not elevate the people, for when the per-
sonification grew more elaborate the moral practices grew more
degraded. When the Eleusinian mysteries were introduced into
Egypt and Greece, everything became significant of the processes
of nature. Names were given to the nature powers, and myths
were invented to explain the origin of the names; but the myths
and mysteries did not save the people from degradation.

While the doctrine of immortality and the future state was
understood and the anticipation was symbolized by nature wor-
ship, yet cruelties were practiced and degraded rites attended the
worship of the elements. The phallic worship and fire worship
were devoted to human sacrifices, and sun worship itself was
attended with the immolation of human victims.

All of these systems are found in America, and their symbols
arescattered far and wide. We do not know whether they are to be
connected with the decline of religion in oriental countries, or
with the progress of religion in America, for they are closely
connected with the nature worship, from which all moral distinc-
tions were absent. Still, the symbols which, in Eastern lands,
are suggestive of degraded practices are the very symbols prev-
alent here. They are symbols which, in the East, belonged to
the secret mysteries, the very mysteries which were so full of
cruelties and degradations.

We maintain that the religion of the Mound-builders not only
embodied the same elements as those which became so strong
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stages of worship. The serpent, the phallic symbol, the carved
animals, the crescent-shaped relics, the fire-beds,—all were as-
sociated with the sun circle and made parts of the symbolism of
sun worship. We imagine the combination to have been as fol-
lows: The sun symbol was embodied in the earth circles; the
moon cult in the altars; the fire cult in the ashes in and beside
the altars; the water cult in the ponds and wells found in and
near the enclosures animal worship in the effigies; the phallic
symbol in the horse-shoe earth-works. We also find that the
elements, such as the four quarters of the sky, four winds, four
points of the compass, are symbolized by the cross and four con-
centric circles, So we come to look at everything as more or
less symbolic. It is remarkable, as we study the village sites,
how many of the conveniencies of village life were placed under
the protection of the sun divinity, and how much provision was
made for the worship of the sun under all circumstances. We
notice that the ponds and springs are near the villages; that
covered ways connect the villages with the river’s bank, and we
imagine there was among the Mound-builders, as well as among
the Pueblos and Cliff-dwellers, a cult which regarded springs and
rivers as sacred and peopled them with divinities. We i imagine
that the most sacred ceremonies were observed in connection with
these springs, and that the elaborate earth-works were erected
to give solemnity to the various mysteries, which were directed
by the secret orders. These different cults were combined, but,
for the sake of convenience, it will be well to take them up
separately.

1. First let us consider the water cult. This is a system which
was very obscure in America, as, in fact, it was in the East. It
seems to have existed here, but was closely connected with the
solar cult, the ceremonies of that cult requiring the presence of
water to make it complete. We have shown how extensively dis-
tributed was the tradition of the flood in America, how varied
was the symbolism which perpetuated this tradition. We do not
know that any such tradition existed among the Mound-builders
nor can we discover any symbol which perpctuated it; but the
water cult which we recognize is very similar to that which pre-
vailed in Europe at a very early date, and was there symbolized
in the prehistoric earth-works. We turn, then, to the resemblance
which may be recognized between some of the earth-works in
Scuthern Ohio and those in Great Britain. We have already
spoken of this, but as certain new investigations and new discov-
eries have been made, we review the evidence.

1. The first group of works which we shall cite is the one
at Portsmouth. The chief evidence is given by the avenues or
the covered ways, which seem to have connected the enclosures
on the difterent sides of the river, These, by aid of the ferry
across the river, must have been the scene of extensive religious
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site of altars, whereon human sacrifice may have been offered to
the sun; but the avenues mark the place through which proces-
sions passed in making their sacrifices,—a passage over water
being essential to the ceremony.”

This is a new explanation of these works, but it is one which
becomes very significant in connection with the works at Ports-
mouth. Here the avenues approach the river in such a way as
to show that a canoe ferry was used to cross the river, the cere-
mony being made more significant by that means. The covered
ways, to be sure, do not reach the edge of the water, but termi-
nate with the second terrace, leaving the bottom-land without
any earth-work. This would indicate that the works are very
old, and were, in fact, built when the waters covered the bottom-
land, It may be said, in this connection, that all the covered
ways are similar to these; they end at the second terrace, and

i - o were evidently built

' — jwhen the flood-
- .| | plainwas filled with
water. As addition-
al evidence that the
works at Ports-
¥ | |mouth were devot-
led to the water cult
i~| |'and were similar to
E those at Avebury,
in Great Britain, we

.wouldagain refer to
the character of the

awe: ‘works at either end
29 AuAL eronY, o Of the avenues.,
SCTO counTY omg. Chas. WAsuslasey Survever .k dal.

Without insisting
upon the serpent
symbol being embodied in the avenues, we think it can be
proven that the most striking features of the work at Avebury
are duplicated here; the sun symbol being embodied in the con-
centric circles upon the Kentucky side; the phallic symbol in
the horse-shoe mounds upon the Ohio side (see Figs. 1, 2, 3) and
the avenues of standing stones corresponded to the covered ways
which connected the enclosures on the Kentucky side with that
on the Ohio side.

The group onthe third terrace is the one which is the most sig-
nificant. Here the circle surrounds the horseshoe, as the circle
of stones does at Avebury. Here, too, is a natural elevation that
has been improved by art, and made to serve a religious pur-
pose. Mr. T. W. Kinney says this mound, which was a natural
elevation, was selected as the site for a children’s house. In ex-
cavating the cellar there was discovered a circular altar composed
of stones which were standing close together, and showed evi-

Fig. 2.—Epigy on the Scioto.
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cult. The most remarkable feature of this entire group of works
is that presented by the various lines of parallel walls, which ex-
tend from one enclosure to another, and from the enclosures to
the water’s edge. There were five sets of parallels: One has
been traced from the octagon westward for about two miles;
another extends from the octagon teward the large square for
about a mile in length; a third extends from the octagon to the
bottom-land,and probably once reached the water’s edge; a fourth
extended from the circle called the old fort to the square; a
fifth extended from an irregular circle, on the edge of the ter-
race, to the bottom-land, and, perhaps, to the water's edge.

One of the peculiarities of these parallels is that the roadway,
in many places, was elevated above the wall. In the northern
avenue this elevated grade extends for a quarter of a mile, and is
broad enough for fifty persons to walk abreast. A similar grade
is found in the avenue that leads from the large square to the
irregular circle. The same is true of the parallel leading from the
large circle, down the terrace, to the South Fork. The bank of
the third terrace, here 20 feet high, is cut down and graded to an
easy ascent. The roadway is elevated above the walls, and ex-
tends out upon the alluvial bottoms beyond the wall. A similar
grade is constructed at the extremity of the northern wall.
There was a road excavated into the terrace for one hundred
and fifty feet, but the earth was used to form an elevated way
over the low, swampy gronnd at the foot of the terrace. These
excavations constitute quite an imposing feature when seen on
the spot. The inquiry 1s, what was the object in erecting these
parallel walls, and making such elevatcd roadways, with grades
at the ends of the roads leading to the bottom-lands? The water
is now not there and the grade seems to be useless. One sup-
position is, that at the time the works were erected, the water
flowed over the first terrace and washed up to the foot of the
second terrace; and that these grades were used for canoe land-
ings.* Why are the roadways elevated and made so broad?
Were they designed for the passage of armies, with troops
marching abreast? Were they designed for religious proces-
sions, which were led from the water to the sacred enclosures?
Let us examine the works moie particularly. Squier and Davis
say that a number of small circles were found within the paral-

*Mr. [saac Smucker says the terrace was flity feet above the bottom land; very few
mounds and no walls on the bottom lands. He thinks one set of parallels may have
led across Licking Creek to Lancaster. He says that formerly there was a tort on &
hill to the west of these works; a tort which contained fifty acres, whose walls
were contormed to the outline of the hill. This may have been another of the hill
forts, which were used by the sun worshipers as a refu? when thelr villages were
attacked. He also says that the works extended from the Raccoon to the Licking
and covered the J)lmn. The octagon was on the bank of one stream, the irregular
circle and graded way near the forks, and the parallel led toward the other stream.
The alligator efligy and the tort referred to were reveral miles west, He speaks of &
reservoir or artificial lake, twenty rods in diameter, and a sugar-loalf moand, about
fifteen teet high, situated on one of the bluffi, alao of a crescent earth-work and large
enclosure between the alligator mound and the old fort. See American Antiquarian.
Vol, VII, Page 349.
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if so, they were villages of a class of sun-worshipers. But it is
probable that here all forms of worship—animal worship, fire:
worship, moon worship, water cult—were mingled together and
brought under the control of the solar cult.

3. The samelesson is impressed upon us as we go away from this
series of works and enter the circles and sacred enclosures on
the Scioto River, on Paint Creek, the Muskingum River, the
Miami River and the White River. Innearly all of these places
we find the enclosures having the form of the square and the
circle, and having about the same area as those of Newark. We
find also that there are small circles with ditches and small cres-
cent embankments inside of the circles; also gateways opening
toward the enclosures, giving the idea that they were places of
sacred assembly and at the same time symbolic in character. We
notice, too, that in many ot the groups there are covered ways
resembling those at Newark, and that the graded ways generally

. lead from the sacred en-
e 2Ry . closures to the water's
¥ B .o O

(2 edge.giving the idea that

they were used for pro-
cessions, the water cult
) being common in all of
e the localities. At Mari-
N etta thegraded way leads
. -\‘_,..-”....' from the second terrace
. \i . " up to the third terrace,
Taresmees A and connects the enclos-
ure and the three temple
platforms with the river,
thus giving the impression that they were used for religious
purposes rather than for warlike, that processions leading captives
passed from the water’s edge up to the temples and to the high
conical mound.*

Mr. Harris says there was at Marietta a well sixty feet deep
and twenty feet in diameter, of the kind used in early days, when
water was brought up in pitchers by steps. This well may have
been for the convenience of the people living in the enclosures,
but its proximity to the temple platforms and the conical mound
and the graded way makes it significant.

4. The works at Paint Creek. There were wells or reservoirs
inside both the enclosures at this point. Atwater says in one
there was a large pond or reservoir fifteen feet deep and thirty-nine

Fig. 6.—Works at Paint Creek.

*Squier and Davis say there was a sloping terrace 700 feet wide between the end
of the covered way and the bank of the river; that there were no works on this ter-
race, which was about forty or fifty feet above theriver. Theyseem to doubtthat the
river flowed over the terrace at the time that the graded way was bullt. It is possi-
ble that the village was upon this terrace, and that the inclosure upon the npger
terrace was the sacred place, where the chlefs dwelt, and that the graded way with
the protecting walls were designed for processions from the village to the temples,
though the other supposition is a plausible one,
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small mounds. On the same section is a group containing four

circles, two ellipses, and a terraced mound. The embankment

of one at the base is fifty feet wide and nine feet high; the ditch

is five feet wide, ten and one half feet deep. The central area is

130 feet in diameter, and contains a mound four feet high and

30 feet in diameter. The gate-

way is 30 feet wide. Carriages

may drive in through the gate-

way and around the mound

on the terrace, and have room

to spare. The group is an in-

teresting one,and was evident-

ly designed to be symbolic.

Other earth-works similar to

thisare found near Cambridge,

inWayne County. Here there

are two circles, with embank-

meants four feet high, and wide

enough on the top to allow

Fig. 8.—8un Circle on White River.  two carriages to pass each

other. The ditch is on the inside of the embankment, and

within the ditch is a circular, level area, with a causeway

leading across the ditch through the gateway. These are situ-

ated on the bank of the Whitewater River. A passage-way

leads from the bluff to the water's edge, equally distant from
both circles.

These circles seem to be all religious symbols, the enclosure
with the circular mound and

ditch, and passageway across the

ditch, being symbolic of the sun, "

the constricted ellipses being a| [ (cmsvon y
symbol which resembles the

banner stones. The graded ways M
from these small enclosures to i

the water’'s edge show that with S

the solar cult the water cult Was| e crivorks o ortbess cormer
here associated. e e & o e

There are several structures| ‘wee-ieow

devoted to the water cult on the :
Kanawha River, in West Virgin- Fig. 9—Circle and Eilipse near Anderson,
ia, and on the Wateree River, in Indfana.

North Carolina. These resemble the earth-works in Southern
Ohio. Their peculiarities are that they are circular enclosures,
have uniform measurement of 660 feet in circumference, have a
ditch on the inside and a mound on the inside of the ditch.
Several of the circles have a truncated mound situated outside
of the gateway and guarding the entrance, conveying the idea
that there may have been a rotunda on the summit, and an
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Georgia, ploughed up near the base of the pentagonal pyramid.
It may have been used by one of the ancient caciques in blowing
or puffing tobacco smoke to the sun at his rising, as was their
habit. It shows the prevalence of sun worship during prehistoric
times. The Mound-builders of this section had many idol or
image pipes. Some of these pipes represented females holding
pottery vessels, others males holding pipes; the sex being dis-
cernible in the faces and by the utensils used; the faces always
directed towards the sun.

What is peculiar about the works in Ohio is that the very
mounds where so many relics were discovered and where offer-
ings had evidently been made were in circular enclosures which
resembled those found elsewhere The dimensions of the enclos-
ures are as follows: That upon the hill was a perfect circle, 550
feet in diameter; contained a large mound, in which was a stone
wall, four feet high, surrounding an altar of burned clay, from
which objects of shell, stone, copper were taken. A graded way
from the top of the hill to the level land below connects the cir-
cle above with an oval enclosure, whose greatest diameter is 1500
feet. Near this oval is an earth circle, 300 feet in diameter, and
in the circle a small mound. At the foot of the graded way is
another small circle, enclosing a burial mound and a group of
altar mounds, around each of which is a circular wall. Here,
then, we have the same symbol as at Portsmouth—a conical
mound inside of a circular enclosure, and what is more the
mound has proved, after excavation, to contain an altar and
relics upon the altar, thus confirming the thought that this was
a symbol of the sun.

The works at Cedar Banks suggest the same combination.
This work is situated upon a table-land. It consists of a square
enclosure, 1400 feet wide, 1050 feet in length, with tmo gateways
60 feet wide, and an elevated platform 250 feet long, 150 feet
broad and 4 feet high, which is ascended from the ends by graded
ways 30 feet broad, and in all respects resemble the truncated
pyramids at Marietta. About 300 feet distant from the enclos-
ure are the singular parallel walls, connected at the ends, 870 teet
long and 70 feet apart. About one third of a mile south is a
truncated pyramid, 120 feet square at the base, g feet in height,
and a small circle, 250 feet in diameter, with an entrance from
the south 30 feet wide. The sides of the pyramids correspond
to the cardinal points. The circle has a ditch interior to the
embankment. It has also a semi-circular embankment interior
to the ditch, opposite the entrance. The group is so disposed as
to command a fine view of the river terraces below it. The head
land seems to have been artificially smoothed and rounded. See
Plate III.

It is difficult to determine the design of these works. The
most plausible theory is that the truncated pyramid within the
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burned, a quantity of spear heads, a knife of elk’s horn, a large
mirror, made of mica, three feet in length, one and one half feet
in breadth, one half inch in thickness. The skeleton had been
burned in a hot fire, which had almost consumed the bones.
The tumulus outside of the circle contained many skeletons that
were laid horizontally with their heads toward the center, feet
out. Beside the skeletons were some stone axes, knives and
perforated tablets. The fosse near the mound, which contained
skeletons, was semicircular in shape.

Here, then, we have the symbolism of the fire cult, of the
moon cult, and the solar cult, and we imagine the ceremonies
observed were symbolic. It was the custom of the East to make
the victims pass through the fire. It is possible that the same
was practiced here, and that human sacrifice was offered on this
mound. The crescent pavement is to be noticed, for there were
others resembling it. Mr. S. H. Brinkley speaks of a pavement
surrounding a large mound, near the Big Twin Ford. This
pavement was to the east of the mound and was crescent
shaped; it was ninety feet in width, and exterded under the foot
of the mound. To the west of the mound, on the edge of the
bluff, and below the bluff, was an immense heap of ashes, ten
feet deep. The mound was elliptical in form and was perched
upon the brow of the bluff in a sightly place, Mr. Binkley
thinks the ashes were the result of cremated remains; and he is
a very careful observer. From the quantity of ashes, we judge
that the fire must have been long continued. Here, then, we
have again a crescent shaped pavement associated with fire and
ashes. The significance of these different works will be under-
stood if we compare the rites and the ceremonies of the sun
worshippers of this district with those which prevailed in Syria
and Pheenicia, in Old Testament times. The pavement of the
crescent suggests the idea that the victims passed through the
fire. The ashes within the mound suggest human sacrifices. The
position of the bodies indicates that they were sacrifices to the
sun. The height of the works suggest the thought that there
temples upon them which were devoted to the sun,
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that name. It has been assumed that this coutry was Mexico
and California. The Irish discovery appears to have been two
fold. First, St. Patrick sent missionaries to the “Isles of
America”, which would place the date prior to 460 A. D., thus
ante-dating the purported Chinese discovery ; and, second, at a
time little previous to the Norse discovery or toward the close
of the tenth century.

Next in chronological order is the advent of the Norsemen in
America, about 1000 A. D. .

Some time previous to 1147 there set sail from Lisbon eight
Arabian brothers called Maghrourins, who swore they would
not return till they had penetrated to the farthest bounds of the
Dark Sea. They came to an island inhabited by a people of
lofty stature and a red skin.

Another story affirms that about the year 1169, Madoc, a son
of Owen Gwywedd, prince of North Wales, lett his country on
account of disturbances, and determined to search out some
unknown land and dwell there. With a few ships he embarked
with his followers ana for many monthsthey sailed westward until
they came to a large and fertile country, when they disembarked
and permanently settled. After a time Madoc returned to
Wales, where he fitted out ten ships and prevailed on a large
number of his countrymen to return with him. Both Mexico
and the Californias have been assigned as the place of this
Welsh settlement.

The marvelous tales of the Venetian brothers, Nicolo and
Antonio Zeno, date back to the year 1380. They established a
monastery and church in Greenland. After the death of Nicolo
the other remained for fourteen years in the service of the
chieftan, Earl Tichmni. Antonio heard of a land, a thousand
miles distant, populous and civilized, ruled by a king, and having
Latin books in the library. Farther to the southwest was a
more civilized region and temperate climate. Antonio set out
in search of this land, but the voyage proved unsuccessful.

An obscure writer of the date of 1717 put forth the claim
that, about the year 1464, John Vaz Casta Cortereal, a gentleman
of the royal household ot Portugal, explored the northern seas
by order of Alphonso V, and discovered Terra de Baccalhaos
or Jand of codfish, afterwards called New Foundland.

The discovery by the Poles is placed in the year 1476 ; that
by Martin Behaim in 1483 ; and that by Cousin of Dieppe
in 1488.

These alleged discoveries have not been without their advo-
cates. Any other purported discovery will gather to itself
zealous defenders, however short may be the thread upon which
the evidence depends. If it once gains a foothold, the most
cogent of reasons and the most forcible of facts will fail to
dislodge it. Even intelligent minds will be drawn into the
maelstrom of error.






36 THE AMERICAN ANTIQUARIAN.

his discovery was “bogus”;! that the Norse *“ were the first
Europeans who landed on American shores was pregnant with
good to us ; this made ‘the name America the synonym of
wealth, of adventure, of freedom’. and not the false tidings borne
by Columbus to Spain of a discovery of which he would have
been incapable but for stolen information;”* “ Columbus, the
bigoted Roman Catholic adventurer, who fed his ambition and
greed on the narratives ot the Norse voyages to America, read
secretly in Iceland, strove to give the New World the opposite
tendency,—the downward tendency”;* Columbus, hearing of -
the Western World, “went to Iceland in order to pursue the
investigations to which all this had given him a clue. After his
visit to Iceland, he made out to find America, as any one else
could have found it after obtaining definite directions ;”* he was
guilty of “religious felony”, and purloined the knowledge of a
discovery of transcendent value made by men of a pagan race
who were recently and very reluctantly converted to Christian-
ity, for the purpose ot securing princely honors and emoluments
for himself, the greatest conceivable aggrandizement for the
Church. Such an opportunity for universal dominion as could
never, in the nature of things, occur again in the life of the
world ; and last and most important of all, for the purpose of
making the New World, through its entire submission to the
Holy See, the means of crushing out all tendencies to rebellion
against the church that might possibly manifest themselves
again in Europe.”*

These severe and uncharitable views would prepare the
reader for an estimate of the character of the Norse as given by
the same pen, for it may be anticipated that one extreme follows
another. If the character be exalted, then the literature created
by that people must also be transcendent. “There was no
stint of historical records in Iceland ; its literature was as rich
and varied as it was copious. The Latin lore (?) of the monks
could in no sense be compared with it ;¢ “free to think and to
act, to follow their impulses, the dearest aim of the Norsemen
was to cultivate character, to attain that degree of excellence
which would make their life a joy to them ; their heaven was
only valuable to them as following upon a valuable life here on
earth, and they were never disposed to resign this life for the
sake of a future one ; 1f they sought death, or met it bravely, it
was for other reasons, not savoring of sickly renunciation. This
aim of theirs to be great developed a heroic age ; the warriors
and the bards emulated each other;”? the literature of Iceland
was vast and “preserved in the retentive memories of its Scalds
and saga men, the annals of what was in many respects an ideal
civilization, describing the life of a race mentallv and physically
sound, whose thoughts, words and acts were strong and

1Icelandic Dircoveries, p.13. 21Ibid.p.22. 3Ibldp.34 41Ibid.69. b5 Ibid.105
¢ lbid. 43. 7 Ibid. p. 123.
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during the times and under the circumstances described.”
“Those who imagine that these manuscripts, while of pre-
‘Columbian origin, have been tampered with and interpolated
show that thev have not the faintest conception of the state o’
the question.”?*

Prof. Anderson declares “it was the settlement of Iceland by
the Norsemen, and the constant voyages between thisisland and
Norway, that led to the discovery, first of Greenland and then
of America; and it is due to the high intellectual standing and
fine historical taste of the Icelanders that records ot these voy-
ages were kept, first to instruct Columbus how to find America
and afterwards to solve for us the mysteries concerning the dis-
covery of this continent ”*

Passing over these statements, for the present, our attention
is called to the confidence expressed in the universal beliet in the
Norse discovery. Without limitations or qualifications one
writer boldly declares : ¢ At the present time, historians agree
with great unanimity that the continent of America was visited
during the tenth and eleventh centuries by Icelanders resident
in Greenland ;”* but elsewhere the same advocate speaks about
“vindicating the Norsemen . . . who not
only gave us the first knowledge possessed of the American
continent, but to whom we are indebted for much beside that
we esteem valuable.”*

Another author, whose writings are not less numerous, calls
loudly and vehemently to have the truths established, because
“it is necessary for the truth, as to the discovery of America, to
be established #mmediately,;” that the first duty is obivously to
confirm the fact of the Norse discovery”, the history of which
has been “so miraculously preserved in Iceland”, and further-
more “the single statement that the discovery ot America by
the Norsemen has never been conceded by the world to be a
fact.”®

If we proceed upon the assumption that the Norsemen dis-
covered America, that Vinland was in America, the sagas are
“reliable history”, then it must be conceded there must be an
agreement among those accepting this reliability, as to the
location of Vinland or any other specified place. Not necessarily
the exact spot should be singled out, but the opinions should
conform to the relative position. But most unfortunately there
is a wide divergence of opinion among historians.

Torfaus, who awakened interest in the subject in 1705, was
content to place the scene in America, without even attempting
to name the localities. In 1755, Paul Henri Mallet, in his

1 Pre-Columbian Discovery of America, p. 59. 2 Ibid, p. 40.
3 America Not Discovered by Columbus, P b5,

4 DeCosta, in the Popular Science Month y, Nov, 1880, p. 35.

5 Pre-Columbian Discovery of America, S8econd Edition, p. 7.

8 Icelandic Discoverles, pp, 14, 194, 185,
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tions, in order that they might be corroborated, it is not neces-
sary to point out the many “supposes” and adroit changes called
forth by the text, in order to force it to say just what might be
desired. Neither is it found advisable that the “simple and un-
affected sagas,” the “only reliable history” we have, should be
allowed to speak for themselves, because a skilled interpreter can
carefully interpolate and explain, whenever such may be deemed
necessary, which is quite frequent. Nor has it been thought
best to give a succinct account of the sagas by the advocates
of the pre-Columbian theory, and a correct analysis of their
contents, for undoubtedly such an exposure would not add to
the lustre which it has been attempted to cast over them. De-
spoiléd of careful editing, the many supposes eliminated, the
facts and contents made known, the record would present itself
in an unenviable light.

It is not the advocating of a theory, the foisting of an idea,
the building up of a clever hypothesis, that is to be desired. If
the sagas give a simple, clear, convincing narrative of a voyage
or voyages to the western world, and if those sagas have been
written by men desiring tc speak only the truth although, there
might be a slight tendency to romancing, and the descriptions
of places are accurate enough to be traced cut, and it written
before the discovery by Columbus, there can be but one result.
It must then be admitted that the sca-rovers saw the New World.
If so, what then?

This being true, there is no need to abuse Columbus and Lold
him up to the scorn of mankind. It will be unnecessary to
traduce Christianity and hold up the ancient Norse as patterns
of excellence, and as having enjoyed an ideal civilization. The
distinguished authors who have expressed doubt and disbelief
will be hoisted on their own petard.

It is not a subject for strong adjectives or loud declamation.
The sagas shouid receive the same treatment as any other piece
of writing that has been brought to light after having remained
covered tor ages. The facts they present should be accepted;
the theories for what they are worth; the romancing r jected;
the marvellous sifted, and the whole analysed.

It must not be assumed that 1t is here purposed to make an
investigation into every line pointed out in these literary remains,
for now we are interested only in their purported relation to
the discovery of America. Noris it to be presumed that a
happy conclusion will be reached, for the confusion, as exhibited
Ply the past, must be expected to be continued in the future.

hat same tendency to theorize, already reterred to, and desire
to be at variance with rugged facts, will still be the great com-
panion of some—erratic, tempestuous, baneful.
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collected trom among the erratic boulders which cover the sur--
face of the country and from the gravel ot the boulder drift,
which fills up many of the hollows. These structures are of
considerable antiquity, and whatever they may have been in-
tended for, they have long been disused, and through the center
of many the pine, the oak and the arbutus have shot up and
attained considerable dimensions—a full growth. ' The Indians,
when questioned, can give no further account of the matter than
that “they belonged to the old people;” and an examination, by
taking some of the largest circles to pieces and digging beneath,
throws no light on the subject. The only explanation to be
found is in the hypothesis that these were the dwellings of former
tribes, who have either entireiv disappeared or whose descend-
ants have changed their mode ot living, and this supposition is
strengthened by the fact that a certain tribe on the Frazer River
did until very recently live in circular, bee-hive shaped houses,
built of loose stones, having an aperture in the arched roof for
entrance and exit, and that in some localities in Upper California
the same remains are found, and the same origin assigned to
them; and this idea was strengthened by the fact that any one
who opened any of them foung nothing but a few ashes at the
bottom. I did not find even this much when, in the spring of
1858, along with three young men, I opened a tew. Besides
the above mentioned ideas as to their use, I may mention one
which I consider rather foolish. It was that our aborigines, in
order to catch wild fowl, built these piles around poles on which
were suspended a sort of net or rope work. Believing them to
be burial places, from their resemblances to the cairns of my
native Scotland, I intended to open a few whenever I had the
opportunity, which came about in the following manner, thirteen
years afterward.

In 1871, being on the Canadian Geological Survey, the leader
of our party, the late Mr. James Richardson, to whom I was as-
sistant, instructed me to take two men of the party and open
enough of them to satisfy us as to how they were built and for
what purpose. Having made arrangements the previous day,
we next morning made an early start from Victoria armed with
picks and shovels. After looking around for a suitable one we
at length decided to open one, the largest of a group, placed on
the brink ot a terrace, sixty feet above another one ot about five
hundred yards in width, bounded by a bluff fifty feet in height.
This bluff is the sea bank of the present day, while the first

- mentioned was its bank in by-gone ages. Thus the cairn- we
opened was, when built, sixtv feet above high water, but to-day
is one hundred and ten feet above it.

Profiting by past experience, I decided to be very careful
while opening it. First, by measurement, it was found to be
twenty-four yards in circumterence and eight in diameter. While
opening it our plan was to dig a trench four feet wide right
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ing, I think, that not only had all the ashes been gathered nto
the receptacle and left to burn out, but fresh fuel appears to have
been added to further reduce the bones. Besides the large
stones above mentioned a number of smaller ones had been
added until it had the appearance of an inner cairn overlapping
the rim of the receptacle fully a foot all around; thus, while the
diameter of the receptacle was six feet, that of the inner cairn
was eight. Between the inner cairn and the outer circle was a
space two feet wide. This outer circle was formed by stones
three teet long, being set on end in imitation of a circle of stand-
ing stones, each one being five teet apart and all marking the
outline of the original circle. These standing stones, fifteen in
number, very much resembled the sun circles in Bolivia and
other parts of South America—with this difference, that earth
and stones had been gathered and piled up within the round of
this circle, until they assumed the shape ot a dome within a cir-
cle, five feet in height from the bottom of the receptacle to its
apex, or highest part, eight yards in diameter at its top spur
outside to outside of the outer circle, and altogether twenty-four
yards in circumference.

Looking around us we observed that the cairn we opened
was the largest of a group of five, three big ones and two very
small ones. The other two big ones we found to be thirty feet
in circumference, and ten feet in diameter. On opening them
we observed both were built on the same principle, but not so
well finished as the large one, nor had so much care been taken
in the burning. Judging by what was left of the bones these
two cairns had b en erected over the ashes of two females, prob-
ably the two wives of the party (if a man) in the large cairn.
Among the bones of the first ot these two was an ornament of
wood, which crumbled away as soon as the air got toit. A
piece of quartz had been placed by the bones of the second.
The two small ones had been erected over the ashes of children.
This was doubtless a family group, no other cairns being near
them. In the two foot space above mentioned in the larger cairn
I found, mixed with wood ashes, a large quantity of what ap-
peared to be human bones partly burned and broken into small
pieces and then scattered around in this space. Probably these
relics were the remains of slaves who had been killed and burned
after their owner’s death, and following some ancient rite or
usage their bones had been scattered all around the receptacle
where lay the ashes of his or her master. Probably these peo-
ple killedytheir slaves in order that they might be of service to
them in the other life. Such was practiced among the northern
tribes up till a few years ago.

Besides the above mentioned cairns, which were formed of
gravel, earth and stones, there are others, and by far the greater
number, formed entirely of stones and rocks. To describe these
in their various forms will be the subject of my next paper.
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members of the Trinity being Bacab or Vacab, and Estruach or
Echvah. [The varied ways of spelling these names may be due
as much to translation as to local peculiarities.] The cross
derived its sacred character from the fact that Bacab died #ed
(not nailed) to a cross, where he had beea placed by some wicked
spirit. His mother miraculously conceived of him. In her
service in the temple she found a lambent flame which she placed
in her bosom and thus conceived Bacab.

The practice of infant baptism, of holy communion, and of
confession, etc., are confirmed by the writers I have mentioned.
The same observation applies to the priesthood in its different
orders, and, in fact, to all the references to the Christian-like
knowledge, beliefs, and practices of the Mexicans, showing that
at any rate the modern authors are faithful interpreters of the
original Spanish writers.

In theorizing,’as I have, upon the personality of Quetzatcoatl, I
was under the impression that my ideas were quite new and
original, and I was a little afraid that they might be regarded as
another instance of the generous disposition credited to Irishmen
of claiming for their country all the great men who are anywhere
to be found. But I am at once a little disappointed, and not a
little surprised, to find that my surmise was by no means novel.
It seems that at a very early period after the rapid conquest of
Mexico the Spanish ecclesiastics gravely discussed the question
whether Quetzatcoat] was not an early Irish missionary. They
were well informed upon the subject cf the extraordinary zeal in
the cause of conversion shown by the Irish monks of the sixth,
seventh and eighth centuries, and they considered it probable
that Quetzatcoatl—the supposed introducer of all that looked
like Christianity—was an early Irish missionary, though they
appear to have had no knowledge of the legend of St. Brendan.
Still, another surprise awaited me when I found in Torquemada
on the authority of Las Casas an account of an Indian tradition
in Yucatan, to the effect that the native notions about the Trinity
were originally taught them by a white man who came into their
country, with twenty companions, from across the eastern sea.
They had sandals or coverings for their feet, went bareheaded
and wore long beards. In addition to the doctrine of the Trinity
they introduced the orders and discipline of the priesthood, the
monastic and conventional systems, baptism, confession and
penance, fasting, communion, etc. The name of their chief was
Cocolcan, Kukulcan, or Cuculcan,—an undoubtedly Irish name,
He was supposed to be the same as Quetzatcoatl, and the
Spaniards held the names to be very much alike, though I can
not say I am struck with the resemblance. In the native paintings
Quetzatcoatl was frequently represented as wearing a pointed
mitre, and this was a favorite head covering for the Mexican
idols, who were always supplied with a kind of Episcopal
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of the four rain gods. He was, also, in some beliefs, identical
with Bacab, the crucified member of the Trinity. This confusion
may be partly due to the ignorance of the Spanish writers, but
probably it arose, in a great measure, amongst the Mexicans
themselves. Thisis very natural if we bearin mindthe extraordinary
reputation which Quetzatcoatl enjoyed, and the remoteness of
the period of his existence. Occidental mythology is full of
instances of venerated or famous men and women of past ages
being made into deities, and sometimes into a variety of deities.

In Yucatan, Quetzatcoatl, as already noted, was called Kukulcan
or Cuculcan, and wa$ said to have reached that province coming
across the sea from the East. The subsequent kings of Yucatan
“were called after him Cocomes, which means judges.” (Tor-
quemada.)

Some difficulties are removed Ly the supposition, in itself not
unreasonable, that each of the two Irish legends is substantially
true, and that the Corras and their companions landed in
Yucatan, and St. Brendan much further to the north. The former
passed amongs’t numerous islands of a * tropical ”’ * character, and
these would be the Bahamas, the West Indian islands, and the
islands of the Caribbean sea. There is no reference in the voyage
of St. Brendan to any such islands; he reached a mainland or
continent and found a large river running from east to west.
This may have been the Cumberland, Tennessee, Ohio or other
tributary of the Mississippi, taking a western course. From
thence he found his way to Tula, north of the Mexican Valley,
and the capital ot the Toltecs,—a;route which the Toltecs are
supposed to have taken in their original migration from the Ohio
and Mississippi Valleys. Two similar expeditions so close
together in point of time, each composed of persons of the same
naticnality, the same general characteristics, and teaching the
same kind of religion and morality, would be confounded in the
lapse of ages and in the absence of precise records; and the
traditions of the Corras, in Yucatan, and of St. Brendan, in
Mexico, would be treated as relating to the same personages.
Cuculcan—possibly the name of the bishop who accompanied
the Corras—would be regarded as identical with Quetzatcoatl or
St. Brendan, as the Spaniards supposed, and as the natives of
Yucatan and the neighboring districts of Mexico appear also to
have held, according to the statements of the Spanish writers, The
purely Mexican tradition of Quetzatcoatl rclates to his presence
at Tula and at Cholula only; whilst the Yucatan tradition of
Cuculcan rather monopolizes that individual as a celebrity
of Yucatan.

I learn, from my further inquiries into the history of St.
Brendan, that he had a cousin, Barinthus, who had made a voyage

*Some of them were places of fire occapied by the souls of the damned.
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Editorial.

PRE-COLUMBIAN CONTACT WITH OTHER
COUNTRIES,

We have two articles 1a this number on pre-Columbian dis-
* covery; one by an American clergyman, the other by an English
barrister of Irish descent. These articles bring out some of the
points. There are, however, many others; proofs of some of
these are furnished by the deluge myth which prevailed so ex-
tensively throughout the continent, myths which come from
tradition, the traditions which have been handed down by living
races. There are other evidences, which come from the depart-
ment of archzology, which treats mainly of relics and architec-
tural remains. We have maintained that these give their testimony
in favor of a pre-Columbian contact with other countries. There
are everywhere throughout the continent tokens which so bear
the impress of foreign influence that we can not fail to recognize
them. The resemblances are so great that we are constantly
struck with surprise. These resemblances are found not only in
the earth-works and relics of the Mississippi Valley, but especially
in the monuments and ruined palaces of the central provinces.
Among the mounds we find the cross. suastika or fire generator,
and the solar wheel, the horse-shoe. Among the ruins of Mexico
and Central America we find all these symbols and with them
many others, as such the doubleanimal headed throne, the sphere
or globe surmounted by the human image, the elephant trunk
ornament, the serpent ornament, the winged globe, and other
symbols, the image or idol which is found above the doors ot
the palaces, in whose form and attitude and expression of face
we find a complete likeness of Buddha as he is represented in
India and China. The winged globe is seen over the door of the
temples or shrines or adoriatorios of Palenque and Uxmal. They
remind us of the winged globes over the tombs in Egypt, while
the serpent, which is intertwined among the other ornaments ot
the facades of these palaces, reminds us of the classic countries;
the elephant trunk, which projects so frequently from the facades
of the palaces, reminds us of the same ornament which forms
the chief feature of the idol temples and many-storied towers ot
India and China. The circular pavements and carved columns
of Peru remind us of the same architectural forms which are
found in Assyria; and the pyramids with the spiral pathway to
their summits remind us of the towers or Zikarrats of the same
country. The palaces also of Central America in their general
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FRAUDS AND THEIR PERPETRATORS.

One of the greatest of the many annoyances to archzologists
is that so many fraudulent relics are found in the mounds, It
" seems difficult to fasten the frauds upon any one, for they art
planted probably in the night and are adroitly covered up. Sorm*
of them are wrought with reference to the special sensation tb2"
may be made, and are very startling in their resemblance °
foreign articles. These are very easily detected and are reject €
at once; others, however, bear a-resemblance to the relics of t
Mound-builders, and are very deceiving. The most of these ha*/ ‘
some ancient alphabet, Hebrew, Phoenician, Hittite, and a
recognized as frauds by these means. Among these, are t+—=
the Grave Creek Tablet, the Newark Holy Stone, the Pembertc™
Ax, the Stone from Grand Traverse Bay, and a great man
others. Not one of these has been accepted by the skillews=™
archzologists, but they have been discussed and defended by
others, until they have grown wearisome. There ought to be &=
penalty affixed and civil processes commenced to stop suck—
dastardly work, for innoccent -men are frequently implicated witt—
the guilty.

O

NEW DISCOVERIES.

A~ Axcient Crry 1N Mexico.—The Press Association has announced a dis—
covery, by Mr. William Leighton, of an ancient city, about one hundred-
miles west of Socorro, about seventy-five miles to the nearest railroad. The=
city was in the midst of the short ranges of bleak, pinon and cedar covcred
mountains, and was situated about three hundred feet above a canon. The
houses were built of huge sandstone blocks, of even size, laid in strong
mortar beds, with the joints broken. One wall was little more than six feet
high, three feet thick, and thirty feet long; other walls stood to the height
of nearly thirty feet, reaching to the third story. Some of the rooms on the
lower floor are intact, even to the roof of cedar timbers set in the walls. The
whole structure was evidently built around an inner court or plaza, as the
modern adobes and pueblos are grouped, and many families must have re-
sided within thesame walls. There could not have been less than a hundred
rooms in the building, and all were apparently finiched in careful style.
Some of them must have been completely dark, for there was no evidence
of their having either doors or windows leading outside, through which
daylight could come, the only means of communication with'them being
through the adjoining rooms.

All over the ground, around and through the ruins, were scattered num-
berless fragments of pottery of a highly artistic character of design and
decoration. In the inner court of the large building described, this court
being a rectangular area of 100x150 feet, I expected to find some more™per-
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ARCH/EOLOGICAL NOTES.

Kansas Historicar Sociery.—Tais is one of the most flourishing of all
the State Historical Societies of the West. Mr. F. G. Adams, the Secretary
has the true historic spirit. The manuscripts and books in the library are,
some of them, rare and very valuable. At the recent annual meeting, Dr.
Peter McVicker president of Washbura College, gave some reminiscences of
the school lands on the Osage reservation. The reports show extensive ad-
ditions. A number of correeponding members were elected, among them
the editor of THE AMERICAN ANTIQUARIAN.

ANTHROPOLOGY OF EuroPe.—Dr. Beddoe delivered in Edinburgh, last
October, some lectures on the Anthropology of Europe. He discussed the
Aryan question, discredited the arguments for their origin in Europe, and
called them Scandinavian heresies.

Tae SymBoL oF THE Ega is very common at the East. It has not been
identifled in America, though the symbol of the suastika, the serpent and
the circle have been identified. It was formerly thought that the oval ring
which contained the altar in the great serpent in Ohio was the egg being
swallowed by the serpent. Mr. W. H. Holmes thinks that the altar repre-
sented the heart, the ring was the body, the nose of the serpent was at the
end of the cliff. Perhaps the egg may yet be identified. It is a subject of
inquiry.

8ex Marks.—Prof. Lanman, in the May number of the Proceedings of the
Oriental Society, described the sex marks in the mortuary urns of India. He
says that Schliemann found them in Troy. Others have found them in

Ecuador. Tae Hart collection from Brazil! has many such; also the ceme-
tery at Ancon and at Chamboto, Peru, and the burial places of Chiriqui
show the same. The pottery pipes of Missouri and Tennessee show the
sex marks; not always in the same way, but in a way that is plain. The
pipes found at Etowah contained one with the figure of a man, with the
head turned back, face upward. and with a pipe in his hands. Another, a
woman in the same attitude, with a pottery vase in her hands. Thisis a
very delicate way of exhibiting sex ; some of t} e pottery urns or vases are
in contrast, for they are decidedly vulgar.

Tae Nintin INTerNATIONAL CoNGRESS uF AMERICANITES will be held in
Spain, at the Convent of Sants Maria dela Rabida, province of Huelva, from
the 7th to the 11th day of October, 1892. On the day of cloging, the fourth
century after Christopher Colon’simmortal discovery will have come to an
end, and at la Rabida a monument will be unveiled, on the same day, to
commemorate the discovery. Fray Juan Perez, who, by his energy and
firmness of character, largely contributed to the success of Colon’s enterprise,
once was the guardian of that convent. All inquiries concerning the Con-
gress, transportation, tickets for ocean travel, etc, to be addressed to Senor
Antonio Maria Fabie, President of the Organization Committee, No. 11 San
Mateo Street, Madrid, Spain.

Historicar Exnisir.—There will be an exhibit of historical articles and
books connected with the discovery of America in Madrid during the year
1892. Americans are invited to send, at tbe expense of the Spanish Gov-
ernment, such articles as they have. The exhibits will embrace prehistoric
relics and such historic relics as would illustrate the times.






56 THE AMERICAN ANTIQUARIAN,

earlier period. Their depth is too great for them to be the arches of Solo-
mon’s Porch, and yet the discovery is interesting. The measurements of
the spring of this arch indicate that the span was about thirteen feet. Th®
rock is in four courses, each about four feet high, the upper course formirs%
the spring of the arch. It projects eastward instead of westward, as do€*
Robinson’s arch.

ScuLpTuRED FI1GURES NEAR KaANA —In 1890 Mr. Schumacher discovere=d
near Tyre a large number of human images sculptured out of the solid roc .
Some of them were seated, with their hands folded, and covered wit=1
drapery. Others were mere blocks, with round knobs for heads, the image=*
represented as standing. They are anterior to the Gregk-Roman, and be=>
longed to the Egypto-Pho:nician. The place was a very lonely and wil -l
region. The images were hewn out of the ledges of rock, near Kana, anci®
not far from Tyre.

Tax Sioam INscriprioN.—T1his inscription was ruthlessly cut out ancE
carried away. It was feared that it was hopelessly lost, but it has been ree —
covered and is to be placed in the museum at Constantinople. Mr. Henrg™™
Gilman, formerly of Detroit, recent {consul at Jerusalem, a gentlemen whc»
was interested in American archeology before he went to Syria, has fur—
nished the information.

ManaNaiM.—On the newly-issued map, with ancient nomenclature, ies
the ruin of Mukmah, which, Major Condor thinks, marks the place of Maha—
naim. It is a fertile district, south of the Jabbok, and about a mile north
of the ancient ruin El Baska. The plain is several miles across and is 2,000»
feet above the sea level, but there are hills around it from 1,000 to 1,500 feet-
higher. “The circle of Mahaniam” would be the circle of the hills. Thus
we have the Peniel of Jacob and the place of the two bands of angels
identified,.

Tapsor oF THE WILDERNESS.—A recent trip to Palmyra (Tadmor) by the
Rev. Dr. . E. Post has brought to light a number of beautiful pieces of
sculpture. There are busts which show the features, forms and drese of the
ancient inhabitants These busts exhibit countenances of remarkable sym-
metry, the features are well rounded, expression refined, drapery graceful,
though the statuary is chiseled out of limestone, which does not admit of
the finer cxpression of the Greek statuary. The stone was easily cut and
easily defaced. Still the work of the sculptors has preserved the counte-
nances of the people, and they are countenauces which correspond well
with the character of the ruins. The architecture and the art corre- pond-

Tune Hyksos Kings.—There is much curiosity expressed as to the Hyksos
Kings. The Minyans were once known as an Asiatic people, but, in the
Egyptian records, were dwelling in Assyria, east of Syria. They are sup-
posed to be the race, who, in the Hyksos period, seized upon Egypt, and
became the Shepherd Kings. They had been driven out some twon hundred
years before the date of this letter, and are supposed to be located at this
point on the Euphrates river. They were a different race from the ordinary
Egyptians, as their statues, which have been discovered, seem to prove.
These statues are in very strong contrast with those of Rameses and other
Egyptian kings. The Turanian language preceded the Semitic in Bibylonia
and was quite different. It was allied to the Altaic. The Semitic spread
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wsg, however, the air of a conqueror in the who'e career. The spade
becomes more eloguent than the sword in the hande of this explorer. The
charming compaunion of his toi's survives, her head crowned with a diadem
that wae taken from the tombs of kings and queens of claseic stories. She is
every inch a queen.

Studirs of the GGods of Greece, in Certnin Sanctuaries Recently Ercavated; being
Eight Lectures, given in 160, at the Lowell Institute. By Louis Dyer,
B. l?; hzt:e cgssietant Professor in Harvard University. London: Mac-
millan .

The key to the c'aszic mythology which we see in the hands of Mr. Dyer,
the author of thie book. geems very likely to open the door into the
mysteries, Many others have taken the system of nature worship as they
have imagined it, and have undertaken to explain everything as a person-
ification of the na‘'ure powers. Mr. Dyer, on the other hand, makes the
divinities to be the embodiment of human traits which are divine, and
describes these as they were materialized by classic art and literature. It is
the best explanation we have yet seen. If we take this as the clue, we
shall be charmed with the book as we sms through its pages, for the writer
discloses many things in the niches and chambers of the labyrioth, and yet
never loses his way. We have pictures of mysteries, ceremoniee, myths,
illustrated by the works of art; and the peculiar nature of the Greek mind,
which fabricated these, is clearly portrayed. It is a valuable book. and
one which will be read with interest by all the lovers of the classic art and
archzology.

The Navajo Belt Weavers. By R. W. Shafeldt, M. D., Washington, 1891,

Some Observations on the Havesu Pai Indians. By R. W. Shufeldt. From the
United States National Museum. Washington, 1891. .

The contrast hetween these two tribes of Indians is very great. The one
dwells in brush huts and were, for the most part, naked. The other dwells
in slab houses with doors, wear shoes, shirts and cotton c'othing, and are
exﬁllent weavers. Dr, Shufeldt has brought out the peculiarties of both
tribes.

The Site of Fort George, Erected by Captain George Pulnam in 1607. By W
Scott Hill, M. D., President of the Kennebec Natural History and Anti-
quarian Society. Read January, 1891.

Index 10 Scribner’s.  Vol. I-IX. January, 1887, to December, 1891.

This Index will help us find the articles on archaology contained in
this magazine. They are as tollows: Archaological Discoveriesin Idaho,
I’HlF. G. Wright, Vol. VIII; Babylonian Seals, by Wm. H. Ward, Vol. I ;

e Cross of Rome, by W. W, Storey, Vol. X; E'ephant Myths, by W. B,
Scott, Vol. I; Explorations in the Sierra Madre, by Carl Lumbeoltz, Vol. X ;
Greek Portraits, by T. S. Perry, Vol. V; Mexican Folk-lore, by Thomas A.
Janvier, Vol. V; Egyptian Temple, Vol. IV ; ptian Pyramids, by Edward
L. Wileon, Vol. IIT; Shaler's Articles, running Vols. II, VI, and VII1; Tad-
mor of the Wilderness, by F. J. Blisg, Vol, VII; The Greek Vase, Wm. P.
Longfellow, Vol. II1; The Viking Ship, by R S. White, Vol. IV; Japanese
Art Symbols, by W. E. Griffis, Vol. V. It will be seen that archseology has
been quite prominent and has been a popular study. We recommend
Scribners Magazine to our readers.

Bulletin of the American Geographical Society, Dec. 31, 1891.

An illustrated article by W. M. Birdsall, M. D., on the Cliff-dwellers of
Mesa Verde occupies thirty-five pages, and is the most valuable article that
has appeared on that subject.

The Tuman Mystery in Hamlet; or An Attempt to Say an Unsaid Word. By
Martin W. Cooke. Fords, Howard & Hulbert: New York, 1888.

Such an actual person as Hamlet is impossibe. He is not & person; he is
a type. This is the true explanation, which is consistent with all the facts.
Such is the position of the author in reference to the play. The point is
well taken, and much skill is exercised in bringing it out clearly.
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It began with the gravel beds, and embraced all the relics found
in those beds, extended through the period of the cave-dwelling,
embraced nearly all the cave contents; it reached up to the time
of the kitchen middens, and embraced the relics found in the
lower layers. It is divided into various epochs, which are ramed
differently. The English named them after the animals asso-
ciated with the relics, into the epochs of the cave-bear, mammoth
and reindeer. The French named them after the caves in which

they were found, making the name of the caves desecriptive of
the relics.

o 5 1 ) » © 0 [} 0" ok
= = === —]
Scale 34 feet to the inch. .

g, 1.—Klephant Epigy.

The Chellean relics are more easily distinguished than others,
and are recognized by some as belonging to a distinct period,
a period when the mammoth. rhinoceros and cave-bear prevailed
in Europe. These stand alone and belong to an earlier geolog-
ical period than the rest of the Cave-dwellers’ relics. A number of
objects discovered at Moustier, at Solutre and at La Madeleine
mark a second and a third period of the paleolithic age.

In America the paleolithic age preceded the neolithic, as in
Europe. Itmay be divided into three epochs: 1. The pre-glacial,
the epoch in which the relics were deposited in loess. 2. The
glacial, an epoch in which the relics were deposited in gravel.
3. The Champlain, an epoch in which the relics were deposited
upon the summit of the hills and above the glacial gravels.

The American archzologists name them after the character
of the gravels in which they are found, as well as the character
of the relics. It may be said that the subdivision of the
paleolithic age in America has not been fully established. There

seems to be some uncertainty as to the French and English
divisions.
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mines and quarries are found in the mounds. Besides these relics
we find others which were received by aboriginal trade; obsidian
knives and arrows (see Figs. 2 and 3) from Idaho; jade axes
from an unknown source, carved specimens which seem to have
come from Mexico; shells* and wampum (Figs. 4to 7) from the
gulf of Mexico; specimens of art which show connection with the
northwest coast and carved pipes which show familiarity with
animals and birds from the central provinces. The Mound-
builders were the chief representatives of the neolithic age, vying
with the Cliff-dwellers in a grade of civilization, but having a
much more varied culture than they. Their territory extended
over more land than any other class of people known to the pre-
historic age, and their art presents more variety than any other
class.

The cuts represent the character of the relics taken from the
mounds. The pottery vase (Fig. 9) is from a mound in Michi-
gan and shows the high stage of art reached there. The hoes
and sickles(Figs. 10 and
11) are from mounds in
Tennessee and show the
agricultural character of~
the people. The banner
stone and silver orna-
ment (Figs. 12, 13 and
14) are from mounds in
Florida. A. E. Doug-
lass thinks the silver or-
nament was modern. We
place these cuts along-
side of the elephant pipes
and other relics to show
the length of the age
of the Mound-builders, Some of them were evidently quite
ancient and others were very modern.

ITI. As to the antiquity of the Mound-builders, we may say
that dates are always difficult to fix. We can not give them
definitely. We imagine that the Mound-builders were the first
people who occupied the territory after the close of the glacial
period, that they followed hard on to the paleolithic people, that
no other race intervened. This is, however, a matter of conjec-
ture. Our reasons for holding this are as follows: 1. The
appearancc of the mastodon and mammoth. We contend that

Fig. 11.—Sickles from Tenncssee.

*W. H. Pratt has described worked shells from Calhoun County, Illinofs, also shell
beads from mounds at Albany (Figs. 4,5and 6), and wampum from mounds in
Florida (Fig. 7), which he thinks were used as currency, giviug the idea that wam-
pum existed in the Mound-builders’ time; others think wampum was Introduced by
the white man. The value of the beads was owing more to the work placed upon
them than to the rarity of the shells. Copper beads found in the moundsat Daven-
gort contained the cord upon which they were strung. This would indicate that the
eads were somewhat recent.

-
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America the change was more sudden, for the tokens which are
found in the auriferous gravels are much more advanced than
any found in the gravel beds*of Europe.

They correspond to the relics of the lake-

dwellers and the barrows. The Mound-

builders’ relics are alsomuch more advanced

than those of the gravel beds in the same

territory, and the supposition is that there

must have been either an intervening period

in which mound-building was not prac-

ticed, or that there was an immigration of

the Mound-tuilders into this territory from

some other part. We acknowledge that

there are some facts which favor this sup-

position or idea that there were inhabitants

intervening between the rude paleolithic

people and advanced Mound-builders who

corresponded to the people of the kitchen

) middens and to the early lake-dwellers.

M. 13.~Silver Ornament.* pocsibly we shall find that the fire beds of the
interior and the kitchen middens of the sea coast were deposited
during this period, and the divisions of time may be identified by
these tokens. We maintain that the close of
the glacial period was not so sudden as
some imagine. There may have been a
littoral class of fishermen who were the
occupants before the close of this period.
They followed aftertheice as it disappeared.
leaving their shell heaps on the coast and
their fire beds in the interior. In favor of
this we may mention the fact that the tooth
of a polar bear and the bones of the auk,
both of which are animals that occupy the
arctic regions and inhabit the ice fields,
have been found in a shell heap on the
coast of Maine, thus proving that there
were inhabitants when the ice reached as
far south as that point. The mastodon evi-
dently inhabited the country long before the
glacial period. It survived that period and
may have existed during the time the land was becoming settled

*Mr. Geo. F. Kunz has described a gold object resembling a shield, taken from a
mound in Florida, an ear disc of silver, a trianguiar siiver ornament, a flat bar of
silver, all taken from mounds in Florida, Mr. Douglas has spoken ol circular plates
from Halifax river; Col. C. C. Jonesof silver beads, not European, from Etowah val-
let{. Mr. Douglas thinks that the silver specimens were taken from wrecked vessels
after the discovery, and refers to a specimen found on an island near Florida, which
has the marks of modern wormanship upon i{t. The etchings of the cross orbis
mundi and the heart may be attributed to the Spanish priests, though the moons on
the opposite side were native symbols. He says that the four ornaments described
by Mr. Kunz were associated with European manufacture. See American Antiquar-
ian, Vol. I1X, page 219.

Fig. 14 —8ilver Ornament.
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These discoveries convince us that the mastodon survived the
glacial period, and may have been contemporaneous with the
Mound-builders.

IV. Were the Mound-builders contemporaneous with the
mastodon? This is a disputed point, and considerable feeling
has been raised in the centention. There have been reports of
the images of the mastodon and mammoth; but the genuineness
of the finds has been disputed, and is still with some a matter of
doubt. Were we to discriminate between these, however, accept-
ing some as genuine, others as doubtful, we might reach a safe
conclusion: The history of these discoveries is about as follows:
In 1874. Mr. Jared Warner found upon the bottom-land of the
Mississippi, near Wyalusing, an effigy which was called an ele-
phant. He, in company with a number of gentlemen, measured
and platted it, and sent a drawing of it to the Smithsonian Insti-
tute.* Mr, Warner says: *It has been known here for the last

a b ¢ c

d e 7 d
NECTION OF MOUND,—A, first grav«. B, second grave; a, limestone one foot below
the surface; b, human remalnu probably Indians; ¢, upper shell bed; d, lower shell
bed; ¢, cav Ity on north stde of grave A; f, posluon of tablets.

Fig. 15.—8cction of Mound.

twenty-five years as the elephant mound.” “The head is large,
and the proportion of the whole so symmetrical that the mound
well descrves the name, The mound was in a shallow valley
between two sandy ridges, and was only about eight feet above
higrh water.” There are many mounds in this section of country
in the shape of birds, bears, deer and foxes. We would say that
the effigy of the bear, which is very common here, and which
was the totem of the clan formerly dwelling here, has exactly
the same shape as the so-called elephant, but is not so large and
lacks the proboscis. The projection at the nose called the pro-
hoscis is not really one,but is the result of the washing of the soil.
It was a merc prolongation of the head, had no curve, did not
even reach so far as the feet, and can be called a proboscis only
by a stretch of imagination. There is no evidence whatever
that it was intended to represent a proboscis.  The size of this
mastodon is as follows: length 135 -feet, from hind-feet to back
sixty feet, from fore-feet to back sixty-six feet, from end of snout

*I'he m;mrl was published in 1875. 'l‘he gentlemen who accompanied Mr, Warner
wore Mr, J, (¢, Orr and Mr. J, C. Scott
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three; big horn or Rocky Mountain goat, one; fish, one; prai-
rie wolf, one; nondescript animals, three. Of these latter one
defies recognition, but the other two, apparently of the same
species, are the most interesting figures of the whole group.
These animals are supposed by different critics to represent the
moose, tapers or mastodons.” The trunk and tusks are omitted
from this animal, and even the shape hardly resembles the ele-
phant, certainly not enough to prove that the Mound-builders
were contemporaneous with the mastodon.*

The third discovery is the one the most relied upon. This
discovery was also made by the Rev. Mr. Gass, in the spring
of 1880, several years after the discovery of the tablets. Mr.
Gass was accompanied by Rev. Mr. Blcomer. A group of ten °
mounds, arranged in irregular rows, was situated along the bluffs
overlooking the Mississippi bottoms west of Muscatine Slough.
The first mound opened proved to be a sacrificial or cremation
mound, situated on the extreme edge of a prominent bluff, having
ravines on both sides. It was a flat cone, thirty feet in diameter,
elevation three feet. Near the surface was a layer of hard clay,
eighteen inches thick; below this a layer of burned red clay, as
hard as brick, one foot thick; under this a bed of ashes, thirteen
inches deep. In the ashes were found a portion of a carved
stone pipe, bird form, by Mr. H. Haas; a very small copper axe
by Mr. Gass; a carved stone pipe, entire, representing an ele-
phant, which, Mr, Bloomer says, “was first discovered by myself.”
The other mounds of the group were explored, and contained
ashes and bones, but no relics, Mr. Gass makes no report of
finding the elephant pipe, but leaves that to Mr. Bloomer. During
the same year he discovered, in the mounds in Mercer County,
Illinois, several Mound-builders’ pipes—one representing a lizard,
one a turtle, another a snake coiled around an upright cylinder
and covered with some very thin metallic coating, Mounds on
the Illlinois side, near Moline, and Copper Creek and Pine Creek,
had previously yielded to Mr. Gass carved stone pipes, one of
them representing a porcupine, anothera howling wolf. The pipes
were composed of some dark-colored slate or variety of talc,
thus showing that the Mound-builders of the region were in the
habit of imitating the animals which they saw, making effigies
of them on their pipes. The account of finding this elephant is
written in a very straightforward manner; nothing about it shows
any intention to deceive.

sAnother tablet was found by Mr. Charles Harrison in 1878, who is president of the
society, in mound No. 11 of the some group. In the mound was a pile of stones two
and one-half by three feet In size, which might be called an altar, about three feet
below the surface; the slab fourteen inches sgnare. and beneath the slab was a vault,
and in the vault was the tablet, with four flint arrows on the tablet; a shell and a
quartz crystal. The figures on this tablet were a circle which represented the sun, a
crescent representing the moon, and a human figure astride the circle, colored
bright ochre red, all of them very rudely drawn. The figure is lu{r to represent
the sun god. The figure eight and other hleoglyaphlol are upon this tablet. Above
the hieroglyphics was a bird and an anlmal, and between them a copper axe. This
tablet is as curious as the one discovered by Mr. Gass.
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may say that during the same year of the discovery of the ele-
phant pipe, the bones and tusks of an elephant were found in
Washington County, Ia., and were reported in the Proceedings
of the Davenport Academy. These bones were about six feet
below the surface, in the black mud sediment and vegetable
mould. ‘They seem to have been quite a recent deposit, and the
elephant or mastodon which was buried here may have been the
very one which was represented in the pipe.

In this connection we would speak of the location of the
mounds which contain the pipes and the tablets, It is the
general opinion that those mounds which were erected upon the
upper terraces were the older, that those upon the lowland were
the later. Some writers have maintained that the first class were
erected when the water filled the entire valleys and covered the
first terrace. If that were the case, then the earlier Mound-
builders must have been acquainted with the mastodon and other
animals of that class. This is the opinion of Mr. Colwell in
reference to the mounds of Minnesota. The mounds built upon
the lower terrace were attended with hearths and were probably

Fig.2i.—Bear. Fig. 25.—Moose. Fg. 26— Elk.

built by the Assiniboines and Dakotas, The mounds on the ter-
races were built when the flood plain was covered with water and
the water reached the base of the bluffs. The writer has discov-
ered the same fact in connection with the effigy mounds. These
were universally upon the second terrace. No effigy has been
found upon the river bench, though the so-called elephant effigy
was situated in a swale not much higher than the river bench
and was sometimes reached by the back water which flowed up
from the flood plain. The mounds situated on the Cook farm,
from which the three tablets were taken, were but eight feet
abcve the high water. See Fig. 22. The mound which con-
tained the elephant pipe was situated upon the bluffs far above
the plain. This is significant. It may be, however, on the other
hand, that the mounds on the Cook farm belonged to the same
age and were built by the same people as those on the bluff, but
that the mounds on the Illinois side were erected at a much later
date—a date in which the water had retired and the mastodon had
disappeared. It may be that the elephant pipe was deposited
in this mound oa the bluff at a time when Muscatine Slough
and Meredosia Slough were lakes, whose waters flowed near the
bluffs; also a time when_the mastodon was common. This does
not quite explain the presence of the tablet, though it might ex-
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duced. The vessels were built a little higher aft than amidships,
in order to allow the man at the helm to see well torward. In
" a sea-fight the sterns of the ships were lashed together, so that
no ship could be attacked singly, in consequence of which the
fighting was hottest forward of the bows. The sides and rig-
ging were decorated with shields. The sail used was square,
made of woolen cloth, and often striped with broad rows of
color. The mast was stepped in the best place for it, and as
far forward as would admit of the sail doing its work.

Several years ago two ancient vessels were found in Den-
mark, embedded in the sand, one of which was seventy-two
feet long and nine feet wide amidships, and the other torty-two
feet long, containing two eight-sided spars, twenty-four feet
long.

Ifmust be aecorded to the Vikings that they pcssessed some
nautical skill, and to some extent could calculate the course of
the sun and moon, with some knowledge of measuring time by
the stars. Their methods were necessarily crude, and at times
must have proved very faulty. As the mariner’s compass was
unknown in Europe till late in the twelfth century, it eould not
have been used among the Scandinavians until some time later.
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a thin plating of copper. When burnished they must have been
handsome ornaments, Similar disc ear rings or ornaments can
be seen upon all the ancient gorgets and plates engraved with
the human figure. They usually appear in more elaborate forms
upon the figures cut upon the ancient Central American tablets
and upon the images and idols from Mexico.

In the old stone grave cemeteries near Nashville a number of
circular ear or breast or hair ornaments of wood, well plated with
copper, have recently been discovered and are now in the writer’s
collection. They are of excellent wormanship, and the copper
plating is well preserved upon some of them.

In the mound at Castalian Springs Mr, Myer also found a
coiled serpent of wood, covered with a thin plating of copper.
It was about three inches high, but unfortunately it crumbled
into fragments from age. Its form can still be easily recognized.
The pearls found in grave No. 34 with the fine engraved gorgets
are beautiful and well shaped. Most of them still show their
original lustre. They average about a quarter of an inch or
more in diameter. They have been carefully pierced, and any
modern belle might be proud to wear such a necklace.

No one can examine these interesting aboriginal relics with-
out the conviction that they represent a state of society somewhat
in advance of that found existing among the Indian tribes of the
Mississippi Valley at the date of early white settlement.

The art in the copper plates and fine gorgets, at first view,
seems to suggest a Mexican or southwestern origin, but no dupli-
cates of them are found in the picture writings or manuscripts
of Mexico, The art is evidently of original and independent
growth, the product of the north, and must be accredited to the
interesting race of stone grave builders and pottery makers, who
erected the ancient monuments in Georgia, in Tennessee and in
Missouri.
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ers, though still working in the foreign style. In addition to
these three chief subjects, there are important chapters on
architecture in Venetia from the commencement of the ninth
century to the year 976. Under each town the author chroni-
cles the remains belonging to each epoch, and though the list
forms rather formidable reading it is only the record of frag-
ments. Sometimes it is an altar front, perhaps a sarcophagus,
an ambon, a parapet or piece of balustrade, pieces of ciboria
or, most likely of all, a capital of a column. In this whole period
of five centuries there are few buildings that date from even the
later part of it that have survived intact to our day. If the re-
mains are more numerous than capitals and columns it is not
apt to be more than some pieces of wall. Many churches of
this time that were built in the early period were rebuilt in the
later, a circumstance that has been the cause of much archaologi-
cal misunderstanding, and it very frequently happened that what
was thought to be the earlier edifice was a rebuilding. But the
meagreness of the remains does not render them uninteresting,
nctwithstanding their crudeness and want ot thought and skiﬁ.
Many of the illustrations are original and are fine studies in the
development of Christian ornament. It is a misfortune that
many of the plans of churches have no scale attached.
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