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MIGRATIONS OF THE ALGONKINS. 139

the tine of the migration of the Algonkins eastward, in the year
1397. The reference to the seven mythical ancestors may per-
haps point to their’connection with the Dakotan tribes more
directly than with the Mexican stock. A comparison of the
totems of the Algonkins and Dakotas confirms such a connection,
and as a fact the Sioux and Dakota proper are divided into seven
sub-tribes and call themselves Ochante Shalonne, or ‘“Seven
Fires.” The allied Crow Indians claim to be the original inhab-
itants of the whole Rocky Mountain range, and the position of
the Athabascans and the Crees renders it probable that the
Algonkins originated in the far northwest, near the same range,
and gradually spread east to the great inland sea of Hudson’s
Bay. From the language of the Walam Olum, we may infer
that a faction of the western people did not join in the migration,
but that otherwise it was general in a southeasterly direction,
across the southern end of Hudson’s Bay to the St. Lawrence,
not far from the Great Lakes. It is remarkable that not only
does the migration legend of the Tinneh of British North America
point to their having come from a region of extreme cold, but
the legends of the Maya-Quiché speak of their four ancestors,
before they journeyed to the Seven Caves, being at a place where
it was very cold and where their god is said to have given them
fire.*

*Bancroft. **Native Races,” Vol. I, p. 40, seg.
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Just as the wife had thrown the missing bone to the fish Damscum
approached. Going up to his wife he said to her, ‘Laugh,’ and
as she laughed, Damscum caught sight of particles of fish stick-
ing to her teeth, and he instantly knew what she had been doing.
After much persuasion Damscum got his wife to make a number
of Salmon for himself. These he dried, to make them pink, and
hung them up on long poles in his house for future use. One
day as he was passing under the poles, his long hair became
entangled with the suspended fish. This made Damscum very
angry and he threw the fish into the sea. These became trans-
formed into live fish and swam quickly away. Now this fit of
anger in Damscum made the Jackdaw laugh, and Damscum was
so angered thereby that he killed his servant on the spot. The
wife, who was standing by, felt so bad when she saw that the
one she loved had been killed, that she jumped into the sea and,
turning into a fish—for she was really the Salmon Queen—swam
away. She was never heard of again, but is probably living in
the sea to this day. That is all.”
“Is it true?” asked one.
“I have said it,” answered Quahu-Skaga.





























































































CULTURE HEROES AND DEIFIED KINGS. 163

pyramid is grand, and it would be difficult to exceed the rich-
ness of the ornament and sharpness of the sculpture.”

The large number of idols found by Mr. Stephens were at
some distance from the pyramid, in a court which may have
been either the cemetery or the garden, as it was surrounded by
a terraced wall, and was filled with idols and altars which faced
in toward the court. “The first, on the point marked K, was
fallen and the face destroyed. At a distance of two hundred
feet stands the one marked S, with its front to the east, on a
pedestal six feet square, Before it at a distance of eight feet
ten inches, is an altar. The engravings represent the front and
back view. The front is supposed to be the figure of a woman,
and the countenance presents traits of individuality leading to
the supposition that it is a portrait. The back is a different sub-
ject.” See Plate.* Here at the top is a crown of featherwork,
which gracefully falls away from the helmet, which has the face
of Tlaloc, Below this is a diadem which hangs across the fore-
head. On the shoulders is an elaborate collar or necklace, com-
posed of precious stones, and a shoulder-piece wrought into the
shape of trailing vines. On the hands and arms are wide wrist-
lets made of some rich material. A medallion hangs suspended
between the arms. A fringe or overskirt may be seen below the
arms, Three sashes fall gracefully over the skirt, one of them
reaching to the ground. The skirt is wrought into the usual
pattern, with cross hatching over a plain fabric. It has a ruffle
at its lower edge, which seems to be covered with a row of prec-
ious stones. The feet are wrapped in moccasins, with a heavy
border at the back, and resemble those of a China woman.

The symbols on this statue are as follows: On the back, the
face of Tlaloc, the rain god, with its heavy gtrinders, sunken
cheek, bulging eye, and other symbols peculiar to that divinity.
This face is seen in the center of the statue, on the back of the
female, and is surrounded by a graceful tramework of drapery,
with fringes and folds, and medallions in the folds. The most
remarkable symbol is the one which may be seen on the forehead
of Tlaloc. This is the same symbol which was seen on the cast
of the altar at the World’s Fair, and which there called forth
remark, as it was said to be a phallic ornament and to have a
mythologic significance. The next figure is still more remarka-
ble, for it seems to be the figure of a king, but a king with a
peculiarly glaring eye. Stephens says of it: “It is one of the
most beautiful in Copan, and is equal to the finest Egyptian
sculpture. It stands at the foot of a wall of steps, with only the
head and part of the breast rising above the earth. The eyes
in this statue turn out very much as the eyes of the natives of
this region do at the present time. See Plate,}

*Female Statue. Charnay thinks that the same idol personities several divinities—the
dragon’s jaw, Quetzaticoat]; the woman’s face, Centeotl, or the Mexican Ceres; the tace on
the back, Tlaloc.  {See Plate of the Buried Statue.
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Near this was the statue we call the “bearded king.” It will be
noticed that there is no feather head-dress on this king, but the
collar is made of a mosaic of precious stones. The breastplate
and shonlder-pieces are very elaborate. The skirt is decorated
with a double fringe, medallions and solid ovals ; sashes fall over
the skirt, one of them terminating in a peculiar ornament resem-
bling serpents’ fangs. For garters, there are two rows of precious
stones and medallions; anklets are highly ornamental, a rosette
and frill between the ankles. We recognize no symbol on this
statue except the serpents’ fang and the solid ovals. It stands
at the foot of a wall rising in steps to the height of thirty or
forty feet. Its height is eleven feet nine inches. See plate.
Before it, at a distance of twelve feet, is a colossal altar. It
appears to represent the portrait of a king or hero, perhaps
erected into a deity. It is judged to be a portrait, and its sex is
ascertained by the beard and mustache. The altar is seven feet
square and four feet high, and richly sculptured on all sides.
The front represents a death’s head. The top is sculptured and
contains grooves for the passage of the blood of the victims.

The next engraving represents the “turbaned king.” “It ex-
hibits the front of a monument twelve feet high, four feet wide,
which stands on a pedestal seven feet square. The front view
seems a portrait, probably of some deified king or hero. The
two ornaments at the top appear like the trunk of an elephant.
A crocodile’s head was seven feet from it, but appears to have
no connection with it.” The back presents a difterent subject.
The decorations of royalty on this statue are as follows: The
turban on the head, which is covered with ornamented drapery;
this turban makes the face resemble that of a Chinese mandarin,
and reminds us of the Tartar mode of covering the head. Below
this is the chin-piece, which seems to be attached to the breast-
plate, and projects as high as the cheek. The breastplate and
shoulder-pieces on this statue are very elaborate, but they con-
tain no symbols. The skirt is covered with rhedallions and has
a fringe made up of solid ovals, a heavy sash or maxtli falling
over the skirt, and garters which seem to be connected with the
maxtli. There are many symbols on this statue, but the regalia
is more striking and prominent than the symbols. The symbols
on this monument are as follows. (1.) The three dots or spotted
disks at the top, in front, and at the sides of the figure, a sym-
bol which is repeated four or five times on the back of the mor-
ument. (2.) The two whorls or coils situated between the
elephant’s trunk, so-called, a symbol which is very common and
is often repeated in the other monuments. (3.) The medallions
which hang suspended from the arms and from ornaments on
the skirt, the medallions facing each way. (4.) The solid ovals
which form the fringe of the skirt and the ornament on the sash.
(5.) The most remarkable symbol is the one which is seen on



























EGYPT EXPLORATION FUND. 173

The map should be in every Fublic library and every public
school and every Sunday school. Its price is necessarily high,
because the work is most costly to produce. It measures seven
teet six inches by four feet, and can be seen at 612 Seventeenth
street N. W., Washington. The map is cast in fibrous plaster;
it is colored, and framed solidly; it is despatched in a wooden
box, for which no extra charge is made. It is warranted to
travel safely. The price is $355. The price in England, includ-
ing boxing, is about the same, and in addition the American
purchaser must pay freight and duty. Mr. Howell’s reputation
ie such, and his engagement so clearly requires the excellence
of this work to be equal to that of any work by him exhibited
by the United States Geological Survey or others, at Chicago,
that there is no reason tp doubt that the arrangement will prove
satisfactory to all. .

As to the work next to be undertaken in Palestine, I may say
that a firman or permit is eagerly expected from the Turkish
government, and that, as soon as it is granted, a very important
work will be undertaken. The account of the work at Lachish
is about to be published by MacMillan & Co., fully illustrated.

LaTerR.—The firman for two years’ excavation at Jerusalem
has been granted.

—_————
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WAS THERE CONTACT WITH ASIATIC COUNTRIES? 179

“Tai Kai,” and in Scandinavia where Thor’s hammer is repre-
sented as a suastika.

The same may be said of the priestly costume, which consists
of a leopard, lion or tiger skin, either thrown over the shoulders
or worn around the waist; a costume which is nearly as wide-
spread and as conspicuous as the symbol of the suastika seen
on the Egyptian monuments, recognized in the tablets of Central
America, occasionally found in the rare relics taken from the
mounds of Ohio.

We may say of both of these articles, the suastika symbol,
and the priestly dress, that they are found scattered along a line
or belt of latitude which has been frequently discussed as pre-
senting many similar specimens, and as a probable line of com-
munication, possibly of migration, in prehistoric times; the belt
in which the sun-worshipping tribes have dwelt, from time
immemorial. It is claimed that the law of parallel develop- -
ment requires the symbol of the cross, and the revolving wheel
and the fire generator to accompany sun worship; but the
common sense solution of this problem does not come from
forcing any theory to such severe conclusions. It is more rea-
sonable to suppose that symbols were spread from one center
to another, than to conjecture that they originated in so many
different centers. The burden of proof, therefore, rests upon
those who hold the autochthonous theory.

Those facts are coming before us more and more which may
furnish the clue, and we seem to be rapidly approaching to a
solution of the problem, but the largest liberty must be allowed
until the solution is reached. The archaologists will not put
any discredit upon ethnologists, even if they hold to the oppos-
ite opinion, though it is more reasonable that new languages
would arise than that the same symbols should arise in new
regions, or that new inventions would appear in so many widely
separated centers.

——0—_—

WAS THERE AN AMERICAN COSTUME?
CEREMONIAL COSTUME AND OFFICIAL REGALIA.

The subject of attire is very suggestive. Was there an Amer-
ican costume which we can say was indigenous; or was therc
such a variety of costume as to prove that each tribe and nation
adopted a costume to suit their circumstances, or is it the
Asiatic costume which we so frequently come in contact with
and which strikes our attention because of its contrast with the
European costume? Any one who has noticed the great differ-
ence between the native dress of the ordirary hunter Indian,
when uncivilized, and the appearance of the same Indian when
civilized and in European clothes, would at once say that the






WAS THERE AN AMERICAN COSTUME? 181

the ceremonial costumes found in this country and those seen in
Polynesia and eastern Asia as to say that it was transmitted.

I. In order to illustrate this point we shall describe the different
attire of the chiefs and medicine mien among the hunter tribes,
such as the Mandans and Sioux, and the mountain tribes, such
as the Navajos, and then take up the attire ot the civilized
tribes. The pictures depicted by Catlin illustrate this. In these
paintings a Crow chief had a figure of a crow on his head. Four
Bears, chief of the Mandans, had a head-dress of eagle feathers,
horns of buffalo, necklace of birds’ claws, moccasins of buck-
skin, leggings of deer-skin, shield of buffalo hide, bow of bone,
quiver of panther-skin, lance of ash, ornamented with quills,
tobacco sack of otter-skin, a pipe of red steatite, notched to show
the years of his life, belt of buck-skin, medicine bag of becaver.
Another chief, a medicine man, called the Old Bear, had eagle
calumets in each hand, a fox-skin in front of his body, and fox
tails attached to his heels, moccasins, leggings and head-dress, all
of them significant. The medicine man was the most grotesquely
decorated and dressed. He was covered with the skin of a yellow
bear, the head of which served as a mask; the huge claws of
which also were dangling on his wrists and ankles ; in one hand
he shook a frightful rattle, and in the other brandished his med-
icine spear or magic wand; to the rattling din and discord of all
of which he added the wild and startling jumps and yells of the
Indian and the horrid and appalling grunts and snarls and growls
of the grizzly bear, in ejaculatory and guttural incantations to
the good and bad spirits in behalf of his patient, who was rolling
and groaning in the agonies of death, whilst he was dancing
around him, jumping over him, and pawing him about, and roll-
ing him in every direction. It was unusual to have the dress so
completely emblematic as this, yet the wild Indian hunters often
wore upon their person those articles which could be easily
recognized as symbols by all who saw them. In some cases the
symbols would be a personal or a clan totem, in the shape of a
bird, worn upon the head, In other cases it would be a knife
upon the head and a number of feathers upon the spear, the
feathers signifying the number of persons he had slain in battle.
Sometimes the robe of skin would be emblazoned with pictures
of all the battles he had fought, would be the chart of his military
life.

This personal decoration of the medicine man illustrates an im-
portant feature of all religious symbols. The priests are generally
so clothed with the symbols of their office that the form of
religion which they are serving can be recognized in their dress.
This is as true of the historic as of the prehistoric religions, but
in the prehistoric religions of America is especially important.
It needs only a little closer study of the priests’ dress and the
symbols contained in them to ascertain the nature of their re-
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River wz the P. Ontie-omi. the Aondiromsnons, a Neutral
aton GexroTes T she Seneces v T645: and Just south of this
P. Omprizsacss, admar Bufiain, probabir another Neutral tribe.

The mmmonares were T “reaned onlv at Khioetoa, or St.
Nbochel, I the soarTwese carner 2 the Nemtral territory.  There

Nemral commyy. Thet soem 10 have been those who, in 1626,
occapoed the Tilage @ Ozraromon, a day’s journey from the

s, Hal¥ war trom ihe wessern border, on their way to
Kandoucho, or AL Sarrs, the missiosaries were detained twenty-
five days br sovw, a2 a2 piace called Teotongniaton, or St.
Guillaume, where they made a comparative study of the Neutral
and Huron dalecss. Thenoe thev wen: directly to the Hurons.
Neither of these towns are oo the map, but Mr. Coyne’s con-
jecture that the lazer was near Woodstock seems good. He
also thought a runed bouse in Mbddlesex County, about forty
miles from Sammia, was e misston ot St Frands, but the two

ted missicoanes &3 rot bulld stone chimneys eighteen
feet high, or lav out gardess in the winter; nor was there any

t, or even iater work among the Neutrals.

A map made nearly a quarter of a century later has some
interesting features, bringing out the confederate system of this
people. At the head of Grand River is “Atiragenra, nation
detruite,” not far from the missioa site of N. D. des Anges. It
suggests a Huron people, but is much too far south. ‘“Antou-
aronons, nation detruite,” is on the west side, near the mouth of
the same river, and “Niagarega, nation detruite,” on the east
side. “Ka-Kouagoga, nation detruite,” is on the east side of
Niagara River, and this is commonly understood to refer to the
Kah Kwahs.

After the overthrow of the Aondironnons, in 1648, other por-
tions of the Neutrals soon felt the power of the Iroquois. The
conquest of the Huron and Petun countries inflamed their desire
for blood, and tlieir plan of adopting captives was an incentive
to war against their own kindred, who could be readily assimi-
lated. So the Neutral territory in Canada was invaded by the
Iroquois in 1650, and two large villages on the frontier were
captured in the autumn of that year and the spring of 1651.
'I‘l‘\)e latter was that of Teotondiaton, possibly that which Brebeuf






























- THT ANFEICAS ASTHQUARIAY.

o e I S sacewore.  On this kalf acre there are several
sacomes. aui < o space was wsed for dwelling places;
o sIcT Se mrewed ex=k and vilage debris, induding burned
some= gre Zhe sxrences op and ia the ground.

kr <n scather ot i che enciosare, froating the river, there
=z et x guley T S side of winch are two ancient fire-
Dacss  Twm: o “heee = owo ioet bemeath the surface, and con-
SEme” pEhe= grooa. mesel-shel’s chert spalls, burned stones
am® Tarmers X ootery coorposed of clay and broken stone.
T che Irsoiace was 2 Dot and 2 kalf beaeath the surface, and
:‘n:mt:::zm_v&:n.bulssmqmmv

Th: Izzm=wrs X ooy Soamd om the site of Aztalan are
comases f 2roicer oome aad cay, saad and day, and shell and
cay. Y= =iors mses were y=Dow, brown, black, red, and a few
fagmmts w== X 2 x5k coor. In some instances the color
ex==aSE peay TTac: the peoce. with a finer coating on one or
both £53=3 an3 = mat =stamces the pieces are coated rather
tha~ ra=me?  Thewe are vanoes desigas of ornamentation, such
asa.-em‘rbybi@ma:dhdsndﬁnqandthebaskctand
DX @ATE=TS &7 350 represemted.

Ma:\-rc;p:s!nv- Soem focnd, from time to time, within and

arccad the emnZasze Those of stome are axes, chisels, celts,

armta:x.*_ea.:n:khnd-hammusdlsksplpes,andafcw
shal'ow moctars.  Ia copper. axes, awls, spear-heads, knives and
beads are repceseated  Beads and ormaments made from sea
shel’s, and awls of hom and ot boae have also been found.

Ia conclusion, it may sakly be stated that this enclosure was

&\n..

built and occupiad peehistoric times as a fortified village or —x
town-site, as is evidenced by the various remains of a former——m=

occupancy which have deex exposed from time to time by culti

i

vation. Aa embankmesz: twenty-two feet wide and five feet in sy

height—3igures given by Lapham—would make a very respecta

A

ble defense against an enemy: and if palisaded, which it proba——#
bly was, as there are no gateways in the embankment, the place=——=>~

would be almost mare«*nab e.













































SABZEANISM OR SKY WORSHIP IN AMERICA. 223

bodies were decorated symbolized the colors of the sky; other
objects symbolize the different elements, and the whole ceremony
was a dramatization under the lead of a secret society, not only
of the creation and the deluge, but also of the traditions about
the animal gods and the supernatural divinities which ruled the
earth and the sky.

2. We notice that the same superstitions prevailed among the
Eskimos and the Ojibwas. In the belief of the Ojibwas there is
a place of shadows, a hereafter and a shadowy spirit; each per-
son also had a guardian spirit, or tutelar demon, who appears,
after a fast of a number of days, in a dream, generally in the
shape of a bird or animal. The future course of life is marked
out by the dream, exactly as in the ancient world it was marked
out by the horoscope, or the situation of the stars. There is a
chart which represents the sky worship of the Ojibwas. In this
we find the mida tree, which symbolized the spiritual power,
the wabeno tree, the great spirit filling all space with his beams
and lighting the world by the halo of his head. The hawk is
the guardian spirit, the charmed arrow, the sacred dish, the
stuffed crane, the ghost lodge. The great spirit begins and ends
the chant. This first figure was that of a bird in the lodge, the
last is a figure of the face, or sun, under the arch of the sky.*

3. The tribes situated in the Gulf States also had a system of
symbolism which was based upon sky worship and which intro-
duced a symbolical geography into their village and influenced
even their architecture and the arrangements of their houses,
tribal organizations, their feasts and dances. The following is
the description given by Bartram of their public square and
council house: “The public square is the highest part of the
town. It consists of four square buildings of one story, so as to
form an exact rectangle, covering half an acre. One of these is
the council house, where the chief or Mico decides cases and
receives ambassadors, This building is divided into two parts,
the back part perfectly dark, with three small arched apertures
opening into it. This is a sanctuary, where they deposit all the
sacred things, the imperial standard, the calumet, rattles. The
front of the building is divided into three apartments. The
pillars supporting the front are formed in the likeness of speckled
serpents climbing upwards. The other buildings which compose
the square are decorated with paintings, sculptures and hiero-
glyphics, men having heads of some kind of animals, bear, wolf,
fox, turkey, ducks and deer, and again these creatures have
human heads. The rotunda is different from the public square;
this is built upon a conical mound and has a conical roof.

sAnother chart has been furnished by Dr. W. H. Hoffman, which represented the cre-
ation by an ‘‘orientated” circle, the initiation by four rectangular lodges, also orientated,
their entrances guarded by serpents and animals, the *‘end of life’”’ by a circle, and the
;:utuve lil:” by a square lodge, and a circle for a *'ghost lodge,” and the path of the dead
tween them.
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apoa Zle mcks, but they cniy serpetnace the myths which have
prevaiied  The Daictas were remarikable for their manner of
- feir divimits 3 " They pi
the ancestors of the Hanga as a giant baflalo mosing under the
water. They also picture the chief god as a thunder bird resting
on the rocks. The anti-natural god they picture as a man ar-
rying 2 bow n his hands. Mrs. Eastman has given a drawing
of this. [x chis the ziant 1s seen asing the for an arrow
pont. He 3 surrcunded with lightnmgs. He has different
ammals the bear, deer. el butfiio: also metrors. His court,
or hcuse, s ornamentec with down. He has a whistle and rattle,
bow and arrow. ancé cther obiects in his hand< *®

There are many other Liastratioas of this peculiar ition
tha: the spirit of the Divinity was trans‘erred to the images which
are presented in the diferent localities. This superstition was
pot coafined to the figures of animals, bat was also attached to
every obiect which resembied the human form, and was espe-
dally strons toward those objects which contained the human
and the an‘mai sembiance in combination. This will explain
the existence of the idoi called the bear idol. In this the bear’s
head and sxin covers the human face and form, but the mask
in the shape of the human tice harnging in tront is a peculiar
sign of the transformation process. Italso explains the meaning
of the various figures of birds, with human heads and animal
claws, which are so common on the northwest coast, as well as
those remarkable ido!ls in Guatema!a, in which human forms are
covered with massive and gigantic tigers.

In fact, it is to this idea of transformation which explains
pearly ail the nondescript creatures which have been seen in the
various parts of the continent, and which makes them so sug-
gestive and significant of the divinities which were worshiped.

Schoolcraft, Catlin and others have spoken of the animal
figures which are depicted in the Mida songs and charts, to which
peculiar significance was given. They have also described the
transformation, which was supposed to take place in the various
dances and dramatizations. But it is to later writers, such as
Mr. Walter Fewkes, Mr. Frank Cushing, and Drs. Brinton and
Mathews, that we are indebted for a knowledge of the deeper
significance which was given to many of them, and especially to
the occultic and divinatory power. ) )

There were several classes of animal figures in which the
transformation element was contained, some of them being
totemic, others mythologic, others fetichistic, others occultic or
divinatory, and still others largely anthropomorphic. The class
to which they belonged is made known by the preponderance of
one or another element, the totemic prevailing mainly in the

eSee Chapter on Personal Divinities, p. 383, 304.











































































































































































THE WORSHIP OF THE RAIN GOD. 34(

THE WORSHIP OF THE RAIN-GOD.

By StepPHEN D. PEET.

The worship of rain as one of the “nature powers” was very
prevalent throughout the continent of America in pre-historic
times, and has survived among certain tribes even to the pres-
ent day. It had its greatest development in the arid regions of
the interior, and here it still abounds in great force. The sup-
ply of rain was appreciated in other parts of the country, but
here it was so much a necessity that the minds of the people
were constantly exercised about it, and so they made it the one
element of their religious ceremonies. It is interesting to study
the cult and see how many methods of expressing the desire tor
rain were invented, and to notice the manner in which the rain
was personified and symbolized, and how elaborate the cere-
monies were which embodied this personification. It appears
that the rain-god was not only personated, but that all the oper-
ations of the rain were dramatized and imitated. The other
nature powers, such as the lightning, the cloud, the colors of
the sky, the four points of the compass, even the sun and moon
and stars made made subordinate to this, and yet by their combin-
ation these set off the supremacy of the rain as a great divinity.

We propose therefore to take up the various ceremonies, cus-
toms and symbols which prevailed among the so-called “sky-
worshipers” of the interior, and especially those which consisted
in the dramatization of the rain. There is, to be sure, a great
sameness to these ceremonies and customs as practiced by the
different tribes, yet the variety is sufficient to warrant a descrip-
tion of each one in turn, for the repetition is found as significant
as the variation. The following observations on the rites and
ceremonies practiced by the aborigines and their significance by
Mr. William Wells Newell are valuable: 1. Tribal, gentile,
social, religious festivals or dances depend in part on myths
which are dramatized in the rites. 2. The rites are performed
by secret societies, possessing initiations in different degrees,
which constitute what may be called mysteries. 3. Of the ritual,
some portions are intended to be in public, while others are
wrapped in secrecy. The manner of the celekration as well as
the significance of the rites is only comprehended by the initi-
tiated persons. 4. The dance is performed by masked or cos-
tumed personages, who enact the part of the divine beings whose
history is recounted in the myths. 5. The actor was origin-
ally considered to be identical with the being represented. In





















348 THE AMERICAN ANTIQUARIAN,

extend around the inner wall of the room. At sunrise the actors
go to this kiva and present to the image, whose head is seen
projecting through an opening in a side wall, the plumed sticks,
which symbolize their prayers, and ears of corn, which symbolize
the objects which they want blessed.

The ceremonies for the initiation of the children follow this.
These consist, for the most part, in pouring water through the
body of the serpent into sacred bowls, and afterward pouring
different kinds of grain and seed into the blankets, which are
held before its mouth. Another part of the ceremony is that
which has regard to the sacredness of fire as well as of rain. In
this the representatives of the war god sit near the fire altar,
which is in the center of the kiva, and feed the sacred flames.
The actors, as they enter the kiva from above, turn a somerset
over the fire, by placing the head upon a stone slab, which
stands near the fire, and throwing their feet from the opening of
the kiva to the floor beyond the fire. They also pass out of the
kiva by a somerset; placing the head upon the slab, and so go out
of the opening feet foremost.

These singular ceremonies are kept alive by certain secret
societies, some of the members personating the mountain
divinities, Ko ye-me-shi, others personating the winds, who are
the cloud bearers, others personating the divinities of the cardi-
nal points, still others the thunder-god, and the lightning.. Each
of these societies has a kiva for itself, but the kivas represent the
different houses of the sky and have symbols which correspond.

It appears from this ceremony that the children of the Zuni
were brought to the worship of the rain-god in connection with
the other nature powers at their very initiation, and that there was
a supernatural air thrown overall the operations of the rain-cloud,
which must have impressed them through the remainder of their
life. It would be impossible for a child to pass through this
scene, in which the chief members of the tribe were the actors,
and in which his own relatives and godfathers were engaged,
without feeling that it was the most sacred event in his life, and
yet the whole interest was concentrated upon the part which
the rain-god had in the sacred drama.

ITI. The “solstitial” ceremonials of the Zunis also represent
the worship of the rain-god and dramatize the effect of the rain
upon the corn crop. These have been Jescribed by Dr. J. W.
Fewkes. He says: Both solstices are marked epochs in the
Zuni calendar and are celebrated by appropriate ceremonials.
The sun, at the approach of the summer solstice, is watched with
care by the priest of the sun, who determines the time by notic-
ing the light shining at sunrise through a depression in the
mountains called *“the gate of Zuni,” across the gnomon or
sun-post, which projects a few feet above the soil on the plain of
Zuni, and then announces the time for the rain dances to begin.
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hands, snake-whips made of eagle plumes. The kilt of the
antelope priest differed from this in that it was a plain woven
garment, but had a border at either end which was ornamented
with stepped figures, to symbolize the clouds, zigzag lines to
represent the lightnings, parallel lines to represent the rain; an
embroidered sash was attached to the belt of the antelope priest.

(3.) The decorations of the priest consisted of white, zigzag
lines on the legs, arms and body, and the chin was painted black,
the body a bluish color. He wore a white embroidered dance
kilt, held in place by a white girdle, and a white feather was tied
to his scalp lock, a wreath of cotton wood leaves about his head,
string of beads of shell and of turquois about his neck. He wore
buckskin anklets and red moccasins, thus making the symbolic
colors complete. In his right hand he carried a rattle and in his
left hand he carried a bowl filled with liquor. On his right arm
was a bundle of cottonwood twigs, in his left a plumed wand.*
See Fig. 7.

* A Tusayan ceremony has been described by Mr. A. M. Stephens, in which some novel
rain symbols appeared. A number of ancient slabs of wood were displayed. on which
were painted designs which represented the sky divinities under human forms. Some of
these had faces covered with arches: others had arches and rain symbols upon the skirts
which cover the body; others had faces surrounded with feathers: still others had a rain
symbol attended with the phallic symbol, but no faces; one had a single corn plant and no
rain symbol; one had the human form richly dressed and decorated with many symbols, the
face surrounded bg stepped figures and the rain symbols above the face. These tablets
wergacarried in the final dance by about thirty girls who were dressed in white and blue
tuniCS, ard who also carried a quantity of corn stalks, thus showing that the rain gods
were personified and worshiped as human beings. The dancers at the close stationed them-
selves in such a way as 1o form a horse-shoe. The phallic symbol on these tablots was
made up from the different parts of the rain symbol, which were skillfully arranged so as to
make 1t resemble a phallus. It had a small arch_on either side and one above the phalius,
but lines representing the rain betow the whole tigure, maklng an expressive tigure.


































































878 THE AMERICAN ANTIQUARIAN.

“secret societies” or “‘sacred mysteries” having been the channels
through which these rituals were transferred. There were three
centers of development—one among the Pueblos in Arizona and
New Mexico, one among the Nahuas in New Mexico, the third
among the Mayas in Yucatan, Honduras and other provinces,
for the same symbolism is found in the three centers, and very
similar ceremonials, the main difference being that those of the
Pueblos were very rude, as were the people practicing them,;
those of the Nahuas were very full of blood-thirsty rites and
horrid figures, such as were natural to the people, but those of
the Mayas were full of the elaborate and complicated adornments
as become the people, who were given to luxury and advanced
art. In treating of the analogies we shall bear these peculiarities
in mind, for the comparison will otherwise fail to have its proper
force. We may say, however, that no other portion of the conti-
nent furnishes so close resemblances as do these localities, which
were occupied by the ancient Cliff-dwellers, the pyramid-building
Aztecs, Nahuas and the temple-building Mayas. The region
occupied by the wild hunter tribes and the agricultural tribes
seem to have had symbols and ceremonies which were almost
as significant as those of the partially civilized, the thunder-bird
being the predominant symbol of the hunters, as the sun-circle
was among the agriculturists. The serpent was also a common
symbol among them, but it is a question whether the triangle*
the oval and the coil were used by them, and, if used, they had
the same significance. We may say that the serpent seems to
have embodied the Scandinavian myth of Igdrasil and Nidhogg,
and it may be that the serpent in the southwest provinces em-
bodied the Hindoo tradition of the world-encircling dragon or
snake.

*The triangle was an honored symbolic form ot the Moquis lndians, as it was fre
quently seen on pottery, alternating with the stepped ﬁﬁure. which is always a symbol of
the clouds, calleé)the sacred spaces of the sky. lar. F. H. Cushing thinks it had the force
attached to the familiar three sms. It is remarkable, however. that the triangular space,
the circular space, the stepped pyramid and the coiled symbol are all found on one single
lra%ment of an ancient pottery vessel which was taken from the Cliff-dwellings. and is now
in the possession of the writer. These are symbols of the sun, the cloud, the wind. and
perhaps the earth. Thus the symbols are combined together in one sacred vessel.
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in a very pleasant style. The chapters are short, but comprehensive, the
topic varied, the range of thought wide, and the descriptions minute and
clear. The following list will show the topics treated: Woman as the food
bringer, as the “weaver,” the skin dresser, the potter, the host of burden,
the artist, the linguist, the founder of society, the patron of religion. The
book would have been more scientific if the author had confined himself to
aboriginal women in America, but the publishers have illustrated it by
scenes common among the aborigines, only one out of the sixty being taken
from a scene outside of the continent. There are a few places where cuts
would have made the meaning clearer, but the descriptions are good.

Collections. Number Eleven, 1894. The Cayuga County Historical Society,
Auburn, N. Y.
The volume contains the Record of Current Events from 18go to 1894, by
E. Clarence Aiken, the historiographer.

Proceedings of the American Association for the Advancement of Science
for the forty-second meeting, held at Madison, Wis., August, 1893. Salem:
Published by the permanent secretary. Under anthropology we have the
address of J. O. Dorsey; papers by W. H. Holmes, H. I. Smith, H. C. Mer-
cer, William H. Brewer, E, H. S, Bailey, Dr. Washington Matthews, Dr. D.
G. Brinton, Alphonsus Herrera, Ernest Volk, Dr. A. F. Chamberlain, Dr. J.
F. Snyder, J. N. B. Hewit. <{
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