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After he liad finished his course of studies at Hamilton, he

was married to Miss Eliza Read, of Ashford, Con. of whose con-

version he had been instrumental several years before. She pos-

sessed a kindred spirit. She considered it her duty to devote her

life to the missionary cause previously to any particular acquaint-

ance with him, and before she had any knowledge of his intention

to devote himself to the same cause. She enriched her mind by

study, adorned her christian profession, and ever seemed desirous

to be useful in the kingdom of Christ.

Having prayed and conversed much with each other on the

deeply interesting subject, they offered themselves to the Baptist

Board of Foreign Missions.

The Board were at first undetermined to what station to send

them, and Mr. Skinner was ordained as an evangelist, at New
Ipswich, Nov. 19, 18*27. From his diary it appears that he select-

ed this location from its contiguity to Boston, because it gave him

a " good opportunity to become personally acquainted with the mem-
bers of the Board."

The Board, at length, January 11, 1830, resolved to send him

to Africa ; but as several months must elapse before he could go,

requested him to spend his time in pleading for the African Mis-

sion in his native state.

The important question was now settled, his destination deter-

mined, and his energies were put in requisition, to promote the

object which was evidently nearest his heart.

He deeply sympathized with the sable children of degraded and

afflicted Africa. His eyes were sutfused with tears while speaking
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290 Memoir of Rev. Benjamin R. Skinner.

of their woes, and he made the most impassioned and touching ap-

peals to the Baptist churches of Connecticut in their behalf

He was willing to do or to suffer any thing which duty required, if

he could but be instrumental of their salvation. While hearing

him, all were reminded of the strong desire of Paul for the salvation

of the Hebrews. When reminded of the mortality of those who had
^^receded him at the Colony of Liberia, he often said, if he knew
that he should live but a few months, he desired to spend those few
months on the shores of Africa, publishing the gospel of the grace
of God to her benighted children.

The time of separation at length arrived, when he must obey
the command, " Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred,

and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will show thee."

And, like the '* father of llie faithful," to whom it was originally

given, he most cheerfully obeyed. The parting scenes are thus de-

scribed by his own pen.

*'Ang. 3, 1830. At length the day of our departure has arrived.

We have left the house of our friends, and intrusted ourselves to

the kind care of our Heavenly Father. The scenes before us will

be new, and we trust deeply interesting to our souls. In a few
weeks we hope to embark for Africa. We pray that our lives may
be spared for Africa's sake, and that we may become a blessing to

to that people. Long have we groaned over the wrongs they have
suffered, and wept over the degradation into which they have sunk,

and prayed that God through us and our fellow laborers, might com-
municate to them the glad tidings of peace and salvation. We
esteem it the greatest earthly blessing God can bestow upon us,

to permit us to labor in that field. We would not part with this

blessing, for all the riches and all the honors the world can bestow.

But O how undeserving this privilege ! May God enable us to be
faithful unto death, and prepaie us for the great work in which we
are to engage. Cheerfully, great Parent, we resign ourselves into

thy hands, happy at the prospect before us, and are only anxious
that thy Spirit may be our guide, and thy blessing rest upon the

friends whom we leave.

We have as yet the company of our fathers, one brother, and
one sister. Our mothers we have left, with the full hope that we
shall meet them in glory. My feelings on parting with my sister

are best expressed by the lines addressed to her on that occasion.

She is but two years younger than myself, and a few days after I

indulged a hope and joined the church, she espoused the same
cause and united with the same church. But the scenes of child-

hood and of youth, which in our cases have been so intimately

blended, have passed forever. May we be so happy as to spend
our eternity together in the sweet employment of praising God.
We are accompanied by our dear little infant Ann Eliza, whom

we have dedicated to the service of God among the heathen.

Should she be left an orphan in a strange land, we commend her

to his keeping, and to the kind care of our dear sister Augusta,
and to the affectionate remembrance of all our friends.
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Hartford^ Ang. 4. To day we gave the parting hand to our
kind fathers. May God bless them. They have freely given us

to this work. But O what a responsibility rests upon us. We trust

we shall have a continued interest in their prayers as long as we
live ; and if we get home to glory first, we hope to meet them there.

It was a joyful circumstance that when I took the parting hand
with my brother, I could part with him as with a Christian whom
1 hoped to meet ere long in Africa. God grant that this hope may
be verified.

Hartford, Aug. 5. Our friends manifest great kindness to us.

We hope the Lord will reward their labor of love. We have little

time for reflection, our course is orrward, and may God direct

our steps.

Long Island Sound, Aug. 6, 1830, on hoard the Oliver Ellsicortk.

Finally we have parted with our sister. She was next older than
my wife, and had lived with us nearly two years. As this was
the last parting, so I think it was the most sensibly felt. We have
now left all our friends except that one who sticketh closer than a

brother, and who we trust will never leave us nor forsake us. But
is this parting ? It affords no sting. The great object before us,

has deprived parting of all its pains. Yes, the greatness of the

work before us ! Who is sufficient for this ? Thank God, Christ is
;

and our sufficiency is of him."

The deceased and his companion spent three or four days pre-

ceding their departure from their native state, at the house of the

writer of this memoir, and he was present when they gave the part-

ing hand to their beloved fathers. The spirit of the gospel seem-
ed not only to sustain, but to cheer the hearts of both parents and
children at this affecting season. Mr. Skinner passed the two fol-

lowing months at the South, visiting the churches, preaching the

gospel, promoting the object of his mission, and preparing for his

intended voyage. He speaks in terms of lively gratitude of the

respectful, kind, and hospitable manner in which he and his family

were everywhere received by our Baptist friends. Though many
discouraging facts were communicated to him, with respect to his

contemplated mission, he remained steadfast in purpose to go to

Africa.

The following extracts will show the state of his mind while at

the south. ** I thank God that, as yet, I have no disposition to

withdraw from this blessed woi k. O, that God would spare my
life, and the life of my companion for the sake of Africa ; but I am in

the hand of God. Let him do with me as seemeth him good." I

think I feel more and more the wants of poor Africa ; and though
most of the whites who have gone to Liberia have died, I still con-

sider that as the field of my choice."

Under date of Oct. 4, 1830, he writes, "This day we received

the right hand of fellowship, that we should go unto the heathen.

The season was highly interesting to my soul. O that God would
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hear the prayers of his children in our behalf, and guide us safely

across the Atlantic to our destined port."

On the 12th of October, he and his family, at the distance of a

few miles from Norfolk, en)barked in the ship Carolinean, for Li-

beria. Our brother had anticipated the company of some mission-

aries and several other christian friends, but was disappointed.

Yet he was not discouraged. He says

:

*' Instead of being accompanied by missionaries and friends, who
would be our associates in labor, and a brother and a sister as we
had at one time abitost hoped, we are destined to cross the ocean

alone, without even a professor of religion in the cabin, and with-

out the prospect of beirtg assisted in Africa in our labor, by any ex-

cept the colonists themselves These things do not iisdeed dis-

courage us. The hand of God is here, and this hand has never fail-

ed us in the day of trial."

Their passage was, on the whole, pleasant ; and our brother im-

proved every convenient opportunity for imparting religious instruc-

tion to the seamen and passengers, by conducting public worship
on board the shi[), and preaching the gospel. He employed some
of his time in reading Denham and Clapperton's Travels in Africa,

Clapperton's Second Expedition to Africa, and Johnson on the

Diseases of warm Climates.

"These (says he) all present many dangers, difficulties, and trials,

which we must expect to encounter in our engagement, especially,

if we should extend our labors beyond the limits of the colony;
but God is the rock of our trust and our safety."

He was continually devising good for the sable race among whora
he expected to spend the remnant of his days. In a letter to his

brother, under date of Nov. 14, he thus writes :

"Quite calm. At 10 o'clock attended divine worship on deck.
Addressed the crew from Tim. i. 15. "This is a faithful say-

ing." The stillness of the day is very compatible with the solem-
nity of the Sabbath. But here the pleasures of retirement cannot
be enjoyed, unless in the midst of society. My mind is much oc-

cupied with plans of usefulness in Liberia, yet all must be left till I

get there. I trust God will guide in wisdom, and assist to execute
the most judicious plans for the benefit of Africa."

On the 4th of Dec. our missionary friends arrived at IMonrovia,

their desired haven, and soon after had the acclimating fever, from
which they so far recovered as to be comfortable.
The employment of Mr. Skinner, after his arrival, may be learn-

ed from the following extracts from his diary.

''Dec. 16, 1830. Felt a desire to renew my life, and to devote
myself exclusively to the work of the ministry. The evening dis-

course delivered by brother Waring, was very gratifying to me.
I am now spending most of my time in studying the scriptures and
visiting. I hardly know where I can be most useful: but I pray to
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God to direct me. I preached last Sabbath at the Methodist meet-

ing-house, and in the evening at llin Baptist, and enjoyed myself

quite well. I visited Careytown and Caldwell, and was much grati-

fied. I think the prospects of this colony very favorable. I preach-

ed on Sabbath morning at the Baptist church, and at night broke

bread to the church ; six had been baptized this day. This was a
joyful season to my soul. I also preached on Thursday evening.

There are in this place many apparently active, intelligent and
pious men ; and I trust God will render them useful in the spread of

the gospel.

''Dec. 20, 1830. I returned last evening from a bush meeting in

Caldwell. I enjoyed myself very well. On Saturday I preached from

2 Cor. X. 15, and on Sunday morning from 2 Cor. x. 3, 5, and
was followed by brother Waring, in a discourse from 1 Cor.

xiii. 13. In the afternoon, brother H. Teuge, preached from Mark
xvi. 15, 16. The whole service was rendered doubly interesting

by the reflection, that the meeting ground was once devoted to the

idolatrous worship of the natives. I trust the gospel standard,

which has now been erected, will spread far and wide over this

country. 1 have endeavored to enforce upon the church here the

vast importance of activity in the cause of Christ, from the sit-

uation of surrounding idolaters. I think Caldwell a very suitable

place for me to establish myself. Its central situation, numbers and
destitute condition, are so many recommendations of the place to

me, the proper place to commence my labors. But I look and
pray to God for direction, and hope he will guide me in the path
of duty."

On the 8th January, 1831, his little daughter Ann Eliza expired.

On the 13th of the same month, a son was born, and the same day
interred by the side of the daughter ! On the same day Mrs. Skin-

ner died, and on the 14th was also committed to the dust !

!

She bore her sickness with entire resignation to the will

of God, and was willing to depart and be with Christ, which
she considered " far better" than to dwell on earth. Her only de-

sire to recover was, to be useful to Africa. ** Thus," to use the

words of brother Skinner, " in the space of five days he ceased to

be a father and a husband. Three coffins enclosed all from whom
he had anticipated domestic comfort." He was, however, wonder-
fully sustained under these bereaving strokes of divine Providence,

by the conviction that he was in the path of duty, and especially

by the hope of immortality and eternal blessedness, which he cher-

ished respecting his beloved companion and little ones. After the

death of his wife and children, Mr. Skinner became convinced that

such was the declining state of his health, he also must soon cease

from his labors if he remained at his post, and resolved to return

to his native land. He accordingly embarked in the ship Liberia,

for Philadelphia. " For a season he seemed to be regaining his

health, sat at the table, and ate with his fellow voyagers. Even
on the day previous to his decease, he made no unusual complaints,

but was walking and reclining about the cabin. But near mid-
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night Capt. Hassey, perceiving that he was restless in his birth,

spoke to him, inquiring how he felt : he replied, "not very bad.'*

The Captain, however, arose and provided him a cup of tea. He
seemed to converse as well as usual, and the Captain returned to

his birth, and went to sleep. About four o'clock in the morning of

the first of March, he waked again, and perceived that Mr. Skinner

was breathing with difficulty, accompanied with a rattling in his

throat. Being much alarmed, he sprung from his bed, and placing

his finger upon his wrist, found that his pulse had ceased its motion ;

he was speechless, and soon breathed no more !

His body was committed to the deep. While his companion
and children sleep on the shores of Africa—he sleeps in the ocean.

But when ihe graves shall give up their dead, and the se« shall give

up the dead which are in it, they shall come forth to the resurrec-

tion of life.*

The religious course of our dear brother was, from the com-
mencement to the close, characterized by sobriety, humility, sted-

fastness in purpose, perseverance in effort, and uncommon devotion

to the service of God. We believe he has heard the plaudit of

his Master, " Well done, good and faithful servant : enter thou in-

to the joy of thy Lord."

Mysterious indeed is the providence, which conducted him to

Africa, but prevented him from accomplishing the desires to pro-

mote her spiritual welfare, which he had so long and so ardently

cherished.

God cannot, however, but regard with complacency, the spirit

by which Mr. Skinner was actuated in undertaking this mission;

for it was the spirit of him with whom he has declared himself
" well pleased."

Who that has read the Life of Pearce, can question the accepta-

bleness of what he calls his " passion for missions"—his uncon-
querable desire to preach to the Hindoos, though by the decision

of his brethren he was prevented from enjoying the privilege ? We
may suppose that God said to each of our missionary friends whose
early death prevented them from accomplishing what they desired

and prepared themselves to do for Africa, as he said to Dayid, who
desired and prepared to build a house for the honor of his name,
but was prevented by circumstances beyond his control—"It was
well it was in thine heart." That pity for Africans, and that strong

desire for the salvation of their souls, expressed in the extracts given

*The news of their death having reached home, a public meeting was called

in Ashford, where tVieir parents reside. It was held in the Baptist Meeting-
house. A large concourse of sympathising friends assembled from Ashford and
the neighboring towns. Prayers were offered by Rev. Messrs. Grow and Wood,
and a sermon delivered on the occasion, by Rev. Gustavus F. Davis, of Hart-
ford, from 1 Cor. xiii. 9 :

" We know in part."

The father of Mr. Skinner, also delivered an address expressive of his sub-

mission to God, his increased interest in the cause of missions, and his determi-

nation to devote the remainder of his life more unreservedly to the spread of

the gospel at home and abroad. The season was peculiarly solemn and deeply
affecting to the audience.
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in this Memoir, must have been implanted in Mr. S's. breast by him
who works in iiis people, that which is well-pleasing in his sight."

Confidence in the established and well known wisdom, justice,

and benevolence of the divine administration, should hush every

murmur, in view of the dark and afflictive events of divine Provi-

dence. He holds back the face of his throne, and spreads his

cloud upon it ;" but that throne rests on the eternal, immoveable
basis of ** righteousness and truth."

The pious patriarch once said, Me have ye bereaved of my
children. Joseph is not, and Simeon is not, and ye will take away
Benjamin also. All these things are against me." But the very

events which he so pathetically deplored, so far from being against

him, combined to promote his weltiiie. The events which in rapid

succession removed all the members of this missionary family from
this world, are a fathomless deep of njystery, on whose brink it be-

comes us to stand, and with admiring wonder to exclaim, O, the

depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God 1

how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding

out!"

Nor let the friends of Missions be discouraged by the frequent

and early removals of the heralds of salvation to distant climes.

The missionary enterprise is sanctioned by the mandate of him
who said to his disciples, "Go ye into all the tvorld, and preach the

gospel to evert/ creature." The voice of prophecy gives us the

cheering assurance of the ultimate success of this enterprise. "He
shall have dominion from sea to sea, and from the river to the ends
of the earth. They of the wilderness shall bow before him. All

the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God." &:,c.

What though in our own denomination, within a few years, aWhee-
lock, a Colman, a Rice, a Carey, a Skinner, and some of their

companions have fallen early victims to death in the benevolent

attempt to evangelize the world? Are these events more appalling

than the martyrdom of three millions of Christians during the reign

of the first ten emperors of Rome? The blood of the martyrs was
then found to be the seed of the church, yielding her a rich harvest

of other converts to Christianity; and who knows but these pain-

ful events may also result in the furtherance of the gospel among
the heathen ? What we " know not now, we shall know here-

after."

The colony at Liberia, and the Baptist African Mission, have

been afflicted by frequent deaths. But what colony was ever estab-

lished, or what mighty revolution was ever effected, without the

loss of some lives? About one half of the emigrants who com-
menced the British colonies in America died within six months
after they landed on these then inhospitable shores. The mortality

of the American colony at Liberia has not equalled this.

Who questions the propriety of the early settlement of this coun-

try on account of the sad disasters which befel the first colonists?

To establish American independence, the patriots of the Revo-
lution pledged their ** lives, their fortunes, and their sacred honor."

Many lives were sacrificed before the important object was obtain-
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ed ; but who questions the propriety of that pledge, the redemption
of which resulted in all the blessings of freedom ?

Must it continue to be said, '* The children of this world are in

their generation wiser than the children of light?"

More healthy locations for the Colony and the missionary estab-

lishment may be found ; missionaries may, in future, be selected

from a warmer climate ; but the good work of missions must go on.

Africa must be emancipated, though blood as well as treasures be

poured forth still more plentifully to effect her emancipation.

"Ethiopia shall soon stretch out her hands to God." D.

CASE OF CONVICTION.

Mr. Editor,

I OFFER for the perusal of your readers, the simple narration of a

trifling incident which has in a few days occurred in my own family.

Although of but litile importance to any one but those immediately

concerned, I think it may be made to illustrate religious truths,

and, if so, it will be valuable to all. It may be even specially useful

from the part of its being of such a nature, as almost every parent

is frequently called to witness.

My youngest child is an infant about 15 months old, with about

the intelligence common to children of that age. It has for some
months been evident, that he was more than usually self

willed, but the several attempts to subdue him, had been thus far

relinquished, from the fear that he did not fully understand what
was said to him. It so happened, however, that I had never been

brought into collision with him myself, until the incident occurred

which I am about to relate. Still I had seen enough to convince

me of the necessity of subduing his temper, and resolved to seize

upon the first favorable opportunity which presented, for settling

the question of authority between us.

On Friday last before breakfast, on my taking him from his

nurse, he began to cry violently. I determined to hold him in my
arms until he ceased. As he had a piece of bread in his hand, I

took it away, intending to give it to him again after he became
quiet. In a few minutes he ceased, but when I offered him the bread

he threw it away, although he was very hungry. He had, in fact,

taken no nourishment except a cup of milk since 5 o'clock on the

preceding afternoon. I considered this a fit opportunity for attempt-

ing to subdue his temper, and resolved to embrace it. I thought it

necessary to change his disposition, so that he would receive the

hresid from me, and also be so reconciled to me that he would vol-

untarily come to me. The task I found more difficult than I had
expected.

I put him into a room by himself, and desired that no one should

speak to him, or give him any food or drink whatever. This was
about 8 o'clock in the morning. I visited him every hour or two
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during the day, and spoke to him in tlie kindest tones, offering him
the bread and putting out my arms to take him. But throughout

the whole day he remained inflexibly obstinate. He did not yield a

hair's breadth. I put a cup of water to his mouth, and he drank it

greedily, but would not touch it with his hands. If a crumb was
dropped on the floor he would eat it, but if /offered him the piece

of bread, he would push it away from him. When I told him to

come to me, he would turn away and cry bitterly. He went to bed
supperless. It was now twenty-four hours since he had eaten any
thing.

He woke the next morning in the same state. He would take

nothing that I offered him, and shunned all my offers of kindness.

He was now truly an object of pity. He had fasted thirty-six hours.

His eyes were wan and-sunken. His breath hot and feverish, and
his voice feeble and wailing. Yet he remained obstinate. He con-

tinued thus, till 10 o'clock, A. M. when hunger overcame him, and
he took from me a piece of bread, to which I added a cup of milk,

and hoped that the labor was at last accomplished.

In this however 1 had not rightly judged. He ate his bread

greedily, but when I offered to take liim, he still refused as perti-

naciously as ever. 1 therefore ceased feeding him, and recom-

menced my course of discipline.

He was again left alone in his crib, and I visited him as before,

at intervals. About one o'clock, Saturday, 1 found that he began

to view his condition in its true light. The tones of his voice in

weeping were graver and less passionate, and had more the appear-

ance of one bemoaning himself Yet when I went to him, he still

remained obstinate. You could clearly see in him the abortive ef-

forts of the will. Frequently he would raise his hands an inch or

two, and then suddenly put them down again. He would look at

me, and then hiding his face in the bedclothes weep most sorrowful-

ly. During all this time I was addressnig him, whenever I came
into the room, with invariable kindness. But my kin'Iness met

with no suitable return. All 1 required of him was, that he should

come to me. This he would not do, and he began now to see that

it had become a serio«s business. Hence his distress increased.

He would not subrznt, and he found that there was no help without

it. It was tru!> surprising to behold how much agony so young a

being could inflict upon himself

Abouc three o'clock I visited him again. He continued in the

state 1 have described. I was going away, and had opened the

door, when \ thougiit that he looked somewhat softened, and return-

ing, put out my hands, again requesting him to come to me. To my
joy, and I hope gratitude, he rose up and put forth his hands im-

mediately. The agony was over. He was completely subdued.

He repeatedly kissed me, and would do so whenever I commanded.

He would kiss any one when I directed him, so full of love was

he to all the family. Indeed, so entirely and instantaneously

were his feelings towards me changed, that he preferred me now

Oct. 1831. 38
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to any of the family. As he had never done before, he moaned af-

ter me when he saw that I was going away.

Since this event several slight revivals of his former temper have

occurred, but they have all been easily subdued. His disposition

is as it never has been before, mild and obedient. He is kind and

aifectionate, and evidently much happier than he was, when he

was determined to have his own way. I hope and pray that it may
prove that an effect has been produced upon him for life.

And now, Mr. Editor, let me say that I should not have taken

the trouble of writing, nor given you the trouble of reading this ap-

parently trifling detail, but for some lessons of practical improve-

ment, which it has suggested to my own mind. If you will allow

me briefly to lay them before your readers, I will make no farther

demands upon your patience.

I. From this incident, which is in every respect literal fact,

without any embellishment, parents may learn the intensity of the

obstinacy of children. When they find their children stubborn,

they need not be surprised. Let them hold out in a mild yet firm

course of discipline until this obstinacy is subdued. This is real

kindness. There can be no greater cruelty than to suffer a child

to grow up with an unsubdued temper. Let us strive, by the grace

of God, to cure the evil as early as possible. I do not make these

remarks, by way of telling how much better I govern my family

than other people. I believe no such thing. Far from it. God
has seen fit to call me to bring up a child of unusually unyielding

temper. I have related the effect of this method of treatment, in

the hope that it might be an encouragement to those who may be

required to undergo a similar trial.

II. But secondly, I could not avoid looking upon the whole of

this little incident, as illustrative of the several steps in the ordinary

progress of a sinner's conversion.

1. I remarked that my child was about 15 months old, and yet

1 had never been obliged thus Vo treat him before. The fact is, I

had never before required any thing of him, which was directly

contrary to his will. Hence there had never occurred any thing to

test the question, whether he was disposed lo consider my will or
his own as of supreme authority. But as soon e^s a case occurred,
which brought him and myself into direct and naked collision, his

disposition was revealed in an instant. How unyielding that spirit

of disobedience was, I have already related.

I have thought that this part of the incident illustrates the rea-

son why so many sinners arc not, and why some sinners are in a
state of conviction. So long as they do not feel any thing to be
immediately required of them, w hich is at variance with their own
wishes and pursuits, they are at ease in sin. They feel no distinct

opposition to the law of God, and are not in fact convinced that

they are sinners. Let God grant a sinner's desires, and require of
him only external service, and he would he entirely content. But
let the Holy Spirit present before him the law in all its broadness,
let him see that he must submit his will unreservedly and univer-

sally to the will of God, and he is at once in open rebellion. He
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was living without tlie law before, hut let the commandment thus

come, and his sinful disposition revives; that is, comes forth in its

power, and he dies, that is, yields himself at once to its deadly in-

fluence. Thus t!ie commandment which was unto life, that is,

would have secured his happiness had he obeyed, is inconsequence
of his disposition found to be unto death. We see, therefore,

why if is that men are not, when in a state of thoughtlessness, con-

scious of their enmity to God : namely, because they do not feel

that his law is opposed to their will, and we see how it is, that their

real character at once is revealed, when the real character of God
is brought into immediate collision with their desires.

2. It will be remembered, that I offered my child food, and he
would not take it. I offered to receive him to my arms, if he

would renounce his hostility to me, and evince it by simply puttir)g

forth his arms to come to me. I would not force him to come, nor

would I treat him with favor until he sub;nitted. I was right and
he was wrong. He might at any moment have put an end to the

controversy. He was therefore inflicting all this misery voluntarily

upon himself.

Here several things are to be observed.

1. The terms I offered him were perfectly kind. I was willing

to pass by all that he had done, if he would only evince a right dis-

position. 2. I could offer no other terms. To have received

him on any other terms would have been to allow that his will was to

be my rule of action, and whenever he set out to have his own way,

I must have obliged my whole family to have conformed in all their

arrangements to his wishes. He must have been made the centre

of the whole system. A whole family under the control of a child

15 months old ! How unjust this would have been to all the rest, is

evident. Besides, my other children and every member of my fam-

ily would have been entitled to the s>ime privilege. Hence there

would have been as many supreme authorities as there were individ-

uals, and contention to the uttermost must have ensued.

Again, suppose I had subjected all my family to this infant's ca-

price, and had done so whilst he remained under my roof, how
could I have afflicted him with a more grievous curse? He would

soon have entered a world where oilier and more powerful beings

than he would have opposed his will, and his disposition which

I had cherished must have made him miserable as long as he

lived.

Or again, if all this had been done, he could not have been

made happy. He did not hmo enough to be able to secure his

own happiness. Had I let him do as he pleased, he would have

burnt and scalded himself a dozen times a day, and would very

soon have destroyed his life. Seeking, therefore, his good, and

the good of the family, 1 could do nothing else than I did. Kind-

ness to him as much as to them, taught me not to yield to him on

any other terms than a change of disposition.

On the contrary, by yielding to me, my whole family has been

restored to order ; he is happier by far than he has ever been be-
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fore, and he is acquiring a disposition which will fit him for the

wide world, which, if he lives, he will enter upon.

So, to apply all this to the case of a sinner, God can offer a sin-

ner no other terms than repentance. To yield to the sinner's will,

and save him without the unconditional surrender of his will, would

be to make the sinner's will the centre of the moral universe.

How would you like a moral government founded on your neigh-

bor's caprice? It would be to throw down the government of law,

and make this universe a hell, «

It would be unkind to the sinner himself He does not know
enough of the universe to secure his own happiness, if he were

permitted to act Vvithout control. He would make a hell for him-

self, even if God left him entirely alone. It is, therefore, infinitely

kind in God to resist him, for if he v»'ere not resisted, he would de-

stroy the happiness of the universe and himself together. By re-

sisting him, he only ruins himself

To avoid all these evils, God only requires of him to surrender

his own wilful and wicked opposition, and be happy. Is it not

exceedingly reasonable that he should do so? Is there any thing

to cause his pain but his own wilful obstinacy? Does he not in-

flict all his misery upon himself? In one word, the creature is try-

ing every possible means of escape from the wrath to come, except

submission, and this it obstinately and must sensitively avoids.

Ought we to tell a sinner in such a state to wait, to use the means,

or to submit to God, while yet he was holding out the sceptre of

mercy 1

3. Again. When very hungry, my child accepted of bread from

my hand while yet his opposition to me was unchanged. Extreme
distress produced a forced yielding, so far as to secure an immedi-
ate alleviation, but his heart was the same as ever.

Thus we fear it is with many a convicted sinner. He sees that

eternal destruction is before him, and he must yield or perish. He
yields as it were to force. He gives up this and that and the

other external sin. He surrenders the objects on which his heart

is set, rather than his heart itself. The stream is changed rather

than the fountain. He gradually convinces himself that God has

pardoned him, and settles down too frequently in a false hope. At
other times God reveals to him again the deceitfulness of his heart

with still greater clearness, and he is yet more distressed than ever.

Happy are they who are thus led to surrender their whole body and
soul and spirit a living sacrifice to their God and Redeemer.

4. The change, as I remarked, was instantaneous. He might
have obeyed me as well twenty-four hours before. It produced an
instantaneous change in his whole character.

So in the case of conversion. The sinner has only to submit
himself to the righteous government of God, and accept of the Sa-
viour's sacrifice, and the agony is over. There is no reason why he
should delay. You may do it now, reader, whilst your eyes rest up-
on this trifling relation. The moment of your doing so, will introduce
you to a new world. You will be filled with love to God. The
peace that passeth understanding will be shed abroad in your heart.
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Your bosom will glow with love to the whole family of the redeemed

on earth and in heaven. You will find that happiness can never be

obtained by obeying your own will, but that it is obtained only by

relinquishing it, and making God the centre of your affections, the

eternal rest of your soul.

1 will close with a very few^ words of address.

1. We frequently hear persons declare that they are not opposed

to God, and therefore need not a change of heart. My dear friend,

should God set his law before you in the full exactitude of its en-

actment ; should he cut you off from every thing you love until you
obeyed his law, and loved him with all your soul, and mind, and
strength, how would it be with you ? How would you love such a

God, and such a government? In such a condition you will soon

find yourself. Is it not true then that you must be born again ?

2. To the convicted sinner I would say, that all your distress re-

sults from the conviction that you must submit your will to God, or

perish. Unqualified submission, is, to an unhumbled heart, the

most grievous of all things. But I pray you consider that it is just.

God's throne would be iniquitous unless he required it. You can-

not be happy without it. You will be happy as soon as you do it.

The whole redeemed universe will rejoice to welcome you to their

family. Submit yourself unto God.

Not only is God just in this, he is infinitely compassionate. He
gave his own Son to suffer, to render this offer possible. Now is

his day of grace. He only asks you to be his dear child. His
language during all your obstinate resistance to the strivings of his

Spirit is, How can I give thee up, Ephraim ? How can you resist

so compassionate a Redeemer any longer?

3. But beware of a false peace. It is not giving up the objects

of our regard, it is the surrendering of the will itself that is repent-

ance. It is the renouncing our own will, and placing the will of

God on the throne of our hearts. Let us pray fur the searchings

of his Spirit, that we may not, in so important a question, be de-

ceived.

4. The evidence of this change is found in a life conformed to

the will of God. If our wills are carnal and selfish, our lives will

be so too. If the will of God rules in us, our lives will exemplify
the holiness of his law. We shall love his society. We shall love

to please and obey him. We shall love all holy beings, and derive
much of our happiness from comm.union with the saints.

A PLAIN MAN.

WHAT HAVE MISSIOxXARY EFFORTS EFFECTED ?

Persons who are unfriendly to the elForts of the present day, for diffusing
the gospel, frequently represent these efforts as unavailing arid without suc-
cess. It may be useful to advert to some of the results of missions, for the
purpose of dispelling darkness and error from their minds ; and for this pur-
pose we present the following animated summary;

"There is a movement in the moral world,which has no parallel in

the history of our race. In its early progress it was generally re-

garded as the effervescence of fanaticism,' vrhich would soon sub-
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side. But it has gone on, from year to year, with increasing- veloc-

ity and power, exciting the hopes of its friends, and the fears of its

enemies, until there is no rational prospect that it can be arrested.

This is a movement of benevolence, directed to the moral improve-

ment and the everlasting happiness of men. We behold in it a

great diversity of operations, and yet all harmoniously tending to

the same result.

One combination after another has been formed for circulating

the Bible, until this divine record is already translated and distrib-

uted in one hundred and sixty languages, and one whole nation of

thirteen millions of souls has a copy deposited in every family.

Other combinations, almost without number, have arisen to send the

living preacher with this written word into every nation and king-

dom under heaven ; and because the number of such is inadequate

to this object, multitudes have united to search out young men of

piety and talents, and qualify them for this great work. And that

the expounders of divine truth may be thorouj^hly furnished for this

enterprise—that they may not fall behind the very chief of the ad-

versaries, in literary and scientific attainments, but may be able to

contend, not only earnestly, but successfully, for the faith once de-

livered to the saints, institutions are established for the express

purpose of giving them these qualifications. Because thousands

are daily passing into eternity without a knowledge of the way to

heaven, and because living messengers cannot now be sent in suf-

ficient numbers to convey this knowledge to all, hundreds of thou-

sands of little printed heralds of salvation are continually proclaim-

ing the glad news in the streets and lanes of the city, in the store

and workshop, in the palace and the cottage, in the packet and
steamboat, with a plainness and pungency peculiar to themselves;

and they sometimes speak with effect to those who would not listen

to the living preacher. Because the youthful mind is most suscep-

tible of divine impressions, and the rising generation is the hope of

the church and of the world, the young are gathered into Sabbath

and Infant Schools, where they are taught more of divine truth

than their fathers learned in the best colleges in the land. As the

christian religion cannot be sustained and diffused without the

sanctification of the Sabbath, its friends are combined to rescue it

from desecration. And because the use of ardent spirits is daily

destroying the property, the health, the intellect, and the moral

sense of men, while these are all urgently needed to carry forward

these various schemes of benevolence, innumerable combinations

have been formed for banishing the destroyer from the church and

the world. As the help of man is vain without the divine blessing,

and as this blessing descends in answer to the prayers, and especially

the united prayers of God's people, there are appointed seasons when
the friends of the Redeemer throughout the world unite their sup-

plications at the throne of grace for the influences of the Spirit to

accompany their efforts. These monthly concerts may be regard-

ed as one great channel through which divine energy is communi-
cated to the whole.
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Nor have tliese operations been unaccompanied by correspond-

ing results. Fifty thousand pagans have jonied Christian church-

es ; four hundred thousand have renounced paganism ; and three

hundred thousand more are brought under religious instruction.

The inhabitants of many islands, who were formerly barbarous idola-

ters, thieves, and murderers, have embraced the Gospel in its true spir-

it, loving one another, sanctifying the Sabbath, maintaining family

prayer and public worship, and sending missionaries to the other

islands. Many individuals in various heathen countries have died

in the triumphs of faith. About two thousand missionaries are em-
ployed in Christian lands, and fifteen hundred in pagan countries,

assisted by two thousand native teachers. Nine million copies of

the Word of God, or parts of it, have been distributed. Two mil-

lions of children are taught the way of life in Sabbath Schools. Sev-

en hundred liabitual drunkards have been reformed, and one hun-
dred and fifty thousand individuals are pledged to entire abstinence

from ardent spirits. A flourishing christian colony is established

in Africa, with a free government and the means of general educa-
tion. Forty printing presses are employed in heathen countries,

diffusing light and truth around them. Many unwritten languages

have been reduced to form and system, and the people taught to

read in them the wonderful works of God. Christian missionaries

have communicated more correct information in the last thirty

years, respecting the actual condition of distant nations, than was
ever derived from all other resources. More than fifty journals in

this country alone, many of them conducted with great ability, are

already devoted to the cause of religion ; and these are read in

more than eighty thousand fiimilies.

The prejudices ot Christians, which in many places were nume-
rous and powerful, against the benevolent institutions of the age,

are vanishing before the increased light that is shed upon them.

Men of station and influence are taking an active part in favour of
Sabbath Schools; and we have before us a fair prospect of bringing

into these schools the rising generation throughout the whole valley

of the Mississippi—the very children who are destined soon to

control the destinies oT North America, and to exert a mighty influ-

ence upon the destinies of many other nations. The churches in

many parts of our country, and the seminaries of learning, are now-

receiving such signal manifestations of the converting and sancti-

fying power of the Holy Spirit, as no generation has ever experi-

enced since the days of the Apostles.

When we reflect that all this has proceeded, in little more thari

thirty years, from very small beginnings, against much opposition

in the church as well as out of it ; and when we remember that

moral causes require time todevelope their whole power, and that

their effects also become causes, and thus the process is increas-

ing in a geometrical ratio, we cannot doubt that this wonderful
combination of causes will soon produce some great and glorious

result. If the reader wishes to know what that result will be, Jet

him unfold the pages of Divine Revelation, and read the beautiful and
sublime exhibitions of it by the same Spirit which is evidently pre-
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sicling over these revolalions. "And the kingdom and dominion,

and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be

given to the people of the saints of the Most High, whose kingdom
is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey

him," Dan. vii. 27— '* That in the dispensation of the fulness of time

he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are

in heaven and which are in earth," Eph. i. 10,
—"The kingdoms of

this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ
;

and he shall reign forever and ever," Rev. xi. 15. Such glow-

ing descriptions of the latter day glory are scattered throughout the

sacred pages. Southern Relig. Tel.

ON RETIRED PRAYER.

The Christian who wishes to possess deep spirituality of mind,
must converse nmch with God

—

7)iust cultivate a spirit of prayer;

and "the time of retirement should be duly regulated;" for tliat

which is left to be attended to at any hour, is sometimes omitted,

and often very carelessly performed.

Christian ministers, urge upon your hearers this delightful, but,

alas ! too much neglected exercise. We have our missionary

prayer-meetings, our associations for the special purpose of suppli-

cating for a revival of religion in our native land. Many congre-

gations divide themselves into small circles, to meet at each other's

houses, for the same sacred purpose; and it is well, but not all that

is needful. Religion is a personal thing, and your public ministra-

tions would be more successful, were your hearers to retire more
frequently from the sanctuary to the closet. Watered with much
prayer, how richly would the word spring up in their hearts ! Were
you to spend no more time before the divine footstool than many
of your hearers, I will say members, what a mournful effect it would
have upon your public duties and your pastoral visits 1

Christian parents, upon you devolves an immense weight of re-

sponsibility. Look at your beloved children, and ask yourselves

whether you really do all in your power to [Tromote their spiritual

interests ! While under your immediate guidance, are they fa-

vored with your prayers, not merely for but unt/i them 1 Do you
provide them with every facility for retirement 1 Do you fix

both time and place, at and in which they may perform this sacred

duty? Are you sure that it is not now attended to with careless-

ness and inconsideration, and that this habit will not strengthen

with increasing years ?

Have you one child, in whose heart the plant of piety seems ris-

ing, and which only requires more opportunities of conversing with

God, and thus inviting the Spirit's influence to aid its more steady

and rapid growth and lovely developement ? And will you not

give that loved one every help in its journey heavenward, rather

than impede its progress? Will not the habit of stated retirement

tend to excite serious reflection in others of your children, who as

yet afford you no saiisfactory evidence that they are renewed in the

spirit of their minds ? [Lun. Evan. Mag,
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EDUCATION DEPARTMENT.

Subscriptions and donations to the Northern Baptist Education Society,
should be transmitted to John B.Jones, Treasurer, No. 123, Washington-Street,
Boston. Communications to the Board should be addressed to E. Thresher,
Cor. Sec. or left at the Society's Room, No. 52, Washington-Street.

QUARTERLY MEETING OF THE BOARD.

The quarterly meeting of the Board occurred on the 13th ult. The
number of young men received upon the funds of the parent Society,

at this meeting, was thirteen,—increasing the number reported at the

last meeting to eighty-two. At this meeting, also, two young men
were dismissed from the Society's patronage for want of suitable

promise, leaving the present number eighty. If we add to these the

beneficiaries of the several Branches, the number is increased to one

hundred and two. Maine has eight; New Hampshire, four ; Rhode
Island, four ; and Connecticut, six.

This number of beneficiaries, when it is known that they are sup-

ported ahuost entirely by the churches in New England, may seem

large to some. But comparing tliem with the wants of our country,

and of the world, we may say of them as was said of the five loaves

and the two small fishes, with which the Saviour proposed to feed

five thousand—" What are these among so many ?" But four young

men leave Newton Theological Institution this fall. One of them

goes to India, to join the Burman mission, and one to the Valley of

the Mississippi.

We will suppose that the number of young men preparing for the

Christian ministry is twice as large as the number of beneficiaries,

which will give us a fraction more than two hundred. The number

ofdestitute churches in New England, at this moment, actually amounts

to more than this number.

Besides, before these young men shall have completed their prepa-

ration for the ministry many new churches will have been constituted,,

and the ranks of ministers now living, as well as those of the young

men themselves, will have become greatly thinned by the certain rav-

ages of death. Within four short months we have had repeated and

solemn admonitions of the frailty of man and of the brevity of human

life. Weston, Leonard, and Dale have fallen by our side. Others, too,

have fallen, whom we miss the less, only because they were more re-

mote. Make, then, a distribution of the probable number who four

or six years hence will be ready to enter upon the pastoral office,

and the number who can be spared to the famishing churches of New
England will be small indeed. For let it never be forgotten that a

Oct. 1831. 39
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portion must be given to Burmah, to the far distant Indians and to

the wide-spreading West.

In consequence of the numerous applications for patronage and the

depressed state of the treasury, the Board have diminished the amount

of appropriation in all cases where the comparative cheapness of liv-

ing and the increased facilities which the young men enjoy for earn-

ing something by their own industry, render it possible for them to

prosecute their studies for a less sum than seventy-five dollars per

annum.

The Board, at their late meeting, appropriated between twelve and

thirteen hundred dollars to meet the current expenses of last quarter,

which as appears from the treasurer's quarterly report exceeds the

amount in the treasury for current expenses by about two hundred

dollars. At the last quarterly meeting our deficiency was one hun-

dred and twenty dollars, which, on its being made known to a gen-

erous friend, was supplied from his own pocket.

Account of Moneys received by the Treasurer of the Northern Baptist
Education Society, from June H, to Sept, 13, 1831.

LIFE DIRECTOR.

Mr. John B. Jones, by himself, - - - - 100,00

LIFE MEMBERS.
Dea. Joseph White, - - . - 50,00
Rev- Abisha Sampson, in part, by his people in

Harvard, 20,00

70,00

ANNUAL MEMBERS.
Prof. H.J. Ripley, 5,00
Mr. Samuel Stevens, 5,00
Dea. Aaron Hayden, ----- 5,00
Dea. Wheeler, 5,00
Mr. Cotton Owen, 5,00
Henry Darling, Esq. ----- 5,00
Nathan Alden, Esq- 5,00

35,00

ALSO,
Worcester County Baptist Charitable Society, - 400,00
Nathaniel R. Cobb, 220,00
Interest on Note, 105,56
Ladies and others in the second Baptist Church and

Society, Boston, 80,41
Young Men's Education Society, in Boston, - 75,00
Rev. A. Fisher's Note, - . _ - - 53,75
Former Beneficiaries, refunded, . - . 49,38
Rev. Adiel Sherwood, 11,25
Mr. James Whittemore, 2,00
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Subscriptions and donations to the General Convention of the Baptist De-
nomination in the United States, for Foreign Missions, &c. should be transmitted
to Heman Lincoln, Esq. Treasurer, at the Baptist Missionary Rooms, No. 52^
Washington-Street, Boston. The communications for the Corresponding Secre-
tary should be directed to the same place.

EXPENSES OF IDOL WORSHIP.

The immense expense which

the heathen lavish on idol wor-

ship may well put to shame the

parsimony of those, who in Chris-

tian lands give grudgingly to dif-

fuse the benevolent system of

the gospel of Christ. Mr. Pegg,

in his Cries of India, presents a

catalogue of the host of officers,

sixty-eight in number, who attend

on the Temple of Juggernaut, in

Orissa, and also multiplied items of

expense, which are all willingly

borne by the idolatrous people-

The annexed cut presents a

view of the splendid temple in

Orissa-

We extract the following state-

ment of the provisions which are

furnished.

" It may be easily supposed,"
observes Colonel Phipps, "that
a very large establishment of
priests and others is attached to

such a temple as Juggernaut.
One of the head men stated the
number to consist of 3,000 fami-
lies, including 4000 families of
cooks to prepare holy food. The
provisions furnished daily for the
idol and his attendants consist of
220 ])ounds of rice, 97 pounds of
kullye (a pulse) 24 pounds of
moong (a small grain), 188 pounds
of clarified buffaloe's butter, 80
pounds of molasses, 32 pounds of

vegetables, 10 pounds of sour
milk, 2^ pounds of spices, 2 pounds
of sandal wood, some camphor,
20 pounds of salt, 4 rupees (1(>

shillings) worth offire-wood : also
22 pounds of lamp oil for lights at

niglit. This holy food is presented
to the idol three times a day ! the
gates are shut, and no one but a
few personal servants are allow-
ed to be present. This meal lasts

about an hour, during which pe-
riod the dancing girls attached to
the temple dance in the room
with many pillars. On the ring-
ing of a bell the doors are thrown
open, and the provision is remov-
ed. The food prepared for sale,
or bespoken by the inhabitants, is
not brought into the large tower,
but collected in the Begue Mun-
deer, where it can be seen and
sanctified by the idol from his dis-
tant throne t

"In addition to this food, a
very considerable extra quantity
is allowed for the great festivals:
ami, in order to make this super-
stition as profitable as possible,
the priests have decided that noth-
ing can pollute the food prepared
in the temple—it may be convey-
ed to any place—it may be touch-
ed by a Musselman, or a Chris-
tian, without becoming unfit for a
Hindoo. Nothing can be more
convenient than such a belief, as
Hindoos in general must eat their
food where it is cooked, and a
thousand things may pollute it.

The consequence is, that the
cooks are employed to prepare
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food for most ofthe pilgrims, at a
price which varies according to

the demand, and is always high-

est during the festivals. It is said

that a few days before the festi-

val of the Ruth Jattra, food is cook-

ed within the court of the temple

for at least 100,000 pilgrims; and
it will easily be credited that, on
these occasions, the 400 families of
cooks have full employment. The
potters make earthen pots of
three sizes; the food is carried

away in them, and they form a
kind ofstandard measure : and, as

none but new pots can be used,

the consumption is very great,

and supports a great many fami-
lies. The only interruption to this

cooking is during the time the

idol is traveling in his car to the

place where he was formed, and
returning to the temple ; nine days
in all."

The number of pilgrim hunters
must be considerable ; the same
gentleman stating,—" One of the
principal natives related that a
Purharee, in 1821, despatched 100
agents to entice pilgrims ; and the

ensuing year received the premi-
um for 4,000 pilgrims ! He was
at that time busily employed in in-

structing 100 additional agents in

all the mysteries of this singular

trade, with the intention of send-
ing them into the Upper Provin-
ces of India." This fact Colonel
P. related to the Author at Cut-
tack in 1822, and declared he would
state it to the Marquis of Hast-
ings on his arrival in Calcutta. A
Missionary in Orissa, visiting Kon-
tiloo (or Cooloo), about 90 miles
from Cuttack, referring to the
pundas, or pilgrim hunters, says,—" I am informed there are forty

of these missionaries of idolatry in

Kontiloo. Nov. 1826." Another
colleague in Orissa writes under
date "Ganjam, Aug. 1826,1 in-

quired how the pundas knew what
to expect (of the pilgrims); and
he said that some of them would
come and stay two or three months
in such a place as Ganjam, by
which means they became ac-

quainted with different people^s

circumstances. They subsist

by bringing maha presaud (holy

food), which they give to differ-

ent persons, and get what they

can in return. Some one says

of the bad ones, " What a curse

to Christendom are the priests

of Christendom :" surely one may
say, ' What a curse to Orissa, and
to a much greater extent of coun-
try, are the pundas and priests of
Juggernaut."

Let Christians, who enjoy the

ordinances of the gospel, cheer-

fully and gratefully furnish that

support which the Lord requires

for his ministers, and also for all

the benevolent efforts which Chris-

tianity demands. Although the

blessings of the gospel are inesti-

mable, and stand closely associa-

ted with immortality, yet proba-

bly few in Christian lands have in

the amount of expenditure come

up to that of many of the heath-

en. The love of Christ should

burn in Christian bosoms with

heavenly ardour, and excite them

to deeds of beneficence, propor-

tionable to the magnitude of gos-

pel blessings.

ENGLISH HOME MISSIONARY
SOCIETY.

This Society, in England, is sim-

ilar to our Domestic Missionary

Societies, and is laboring to diffuse

the blessings of the gospel through

the villages and destitute neigh-

borhoods. Its anniversary was
held in London, June 21, at which

Mr. Malcom, from Boston, attend-

ed. We extract from * The World,'

an English paper, the following

outlines of his address.

The Rev. Howard Malcom,
could not refuse, for the Society's



Missionary Department. 311

sake, for the sake of his own coun-
try, nor for his own sake, to say

a word or two, as he had just

been requested to do. Were it

not from a sense of duty, he would
rather continne to hsten to such
delightful remarks as the meeting
had already heard. He recollect-

ed, a few years ago, having visited

the sea-sliore of Jersey, where the

masts of a vessel were shown him,
and the circumstances of the
wreck were narrated, with all the
order of recent occurrence, by
some of the men who had perilled

their lives in endeavors to save
the crew. The vessel was with-
in a few feet of the shore, and
passengers and crew from the rig-

ging waited in hope of deliver-

ance, but notwithstanding all the
efforts which were made, not a
single soul was saved. After de-
tailing the circumstances connect-
ed with the melancholy event,
the reverend gentlemen proceeded
to ask, whether, if any individual
he was then addressing had been
present at the wreck, they would
not have felt a chivalrous energy
to attempt to save a life ? But
what was it to aitenipt to save a
life ? It was to defer for an hour
or two, or a year or two, the dis-

solution of a poor ])iece of clay,

that must ultimately die. It was
but prolonging a life, which, if

spent as before, would administer
to the everlasting condemnation
ofhim upon whom they conferred
it. Though no raging storms sur-

rounded this meeting to excite

their feelings, yet there were souls

perishing on every side to call forth

their energies. They were met to

save souls ! O, glorious enterprise I

who would not feel, who did not
feel, that to save a soul which
should live for ever and ever be-

fore God, was an object ofsupreme
importance ? How blessed the
thought! Surely they would dis-

play ardor, surely their best feel-

ings would be aroused by the con-
sideration, and they would form
the determination that while life

lasted they would give themselves

to the employment. When send-
ing forth missionaries to roam
abroad, scattering divine truth,

they were perhaps only sowing
vSeed which would perish. But in

the cause of Home 31issions they
were sinking wells in the valley of
Baca. From those wells streams
of everlasting life would spring

up. Wherever a church was
])lanted, they were securing dura-
ble instruction, the establishment

of Christian institutions fornied

after the direction of Jesus Christ.

In projjortion as churches pros-

pered at home, contributions would
be received towards every good
object abroad, and thus perennial

springs would arise, making the

world fruitful as autumn till the

end of time. It was his ha|)piness

to have been the gratuitous Sec-

retary of an institution like this in

America during twelve months,
when he was obliged to relinquish

his office ; and never should he
forget the earnest entreaties con-

tained in the letters he received,

to allow missionaries to remain in

the stations appointed to thein, if

funds could be raised for the pur-
pose. How did a penny grow es-

timable when it would furnish a
good man with a tract. He thought
that if letters, such as he had ad-

verted to, could be laid before a
meeting like the present, they

would need no report, no speeches,

for the simple eloquence which
those letters contained must touch
all their hearts, and would inspire

them with a desire to accomplish
Avhatever could be effected. In
America they had often caught
the holy fire kindled in a land that

he had been taught from his earli-

est lisp to call the mother country.

It would delight the present meet-
ing if he could fully set forth the

operations ofAmerican Christians,

and would show that England
need not blush to oWn her daugh-
ter. Just in pro[)ortion as British

Christians came to the help of the

Lord against the mighty, in that

proportion did they, by their ex-

ample, set the world on fire with
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a holy flame. They knew that

British Christians never did more
than their duty

;
and, therefore,

if British Christians did thus, they

felt they ought to go, and do hke-
wise. In proportion as we trans-

fuse the fire which glows in our
own bosoms to those around us,

we accomplish far more than the

Carthageuian father who endeav-
ored to perpetuate his feelings in

the bosom of his son. They ])ro-

duced an effect upon milhons aud
millions. Let them then to-night

do a noble deed. Not to the praise

of man be it spoken, but to the

honor of God, that the situation of
this Society was so encouraging.
They had not to heal disorders,

aud reclaim dissentients: all that

was now necessary was to march
onwards in the holy work. Do it

they must, for an infinite God invit-

ed, and a sense of duty prompted.
Let each one determine to give
more systematically than he had
ever done before to this great
cause. How nuich, he woidd ask
each individual present, did they
give ?—Sufiicient to enable a mis-
sionary to give away a Bible ? He
had often queried how much a
Christian ought to give. During
the Levitical economy, God re-

quired of his people one tenth for

the priests. The priests, however,
were nearly a tenth of the people,
and therefore did not roll in afflu-

ence upon poor neighbors ! An-
other tenth was to be given to the
poor, and the offerings that were
to be presented according to the
Mosaic law, absorbed about anoth-
er tenth. God also required from
the Jews one seventh of their

time. Had they not then better
determine to give a tenth, or even
a seventh of their substance to
God, and divide it among religious
Societies, according to the' best
of their judgment ? They could
then tell every beggar, be he rev-
erend, or one driven to their doors
from bodily distress, that they had
apportioned their money in a'^ way
which they believed to be accord-
ing to the will of God, aud no

reasonable man could desire more.
He did not, however, wish to limit

them to one seventh ; men of large

fortunes might give one half, and
if some were to give nine tenths,

it would be much better for their

spiritual interests. Mr. M. con-
cluded by alluding again in a feel-

ing manner to the importance of
the object before the meeting.

Maternal Societies.

We have on former occasions ex-

pressed our deep interest in the for-

mation of Maternal Societies. They
at first excited pleasing anticipations,

and the results have in many cases

exceeded the hopes of the members.

During late revivals many children

have been subjects of grace. Every

year indeed may not in each Society

present alike flattering results ; but

persevering and faithful efforts will

always accomplish good. Let there-

fore the members of every Maternal

Society encourage and stimulate each

other to the course becoming mothers

who profess godliness.

Second Annual Rejmrt of the Charles-
totcn Baptist Maternal Society.

Another year having glided swiftly
away, the period ijas arrived for anoth-
er annual report of the experience
which our Heavenly Father has grant-
ed us since we celebrated our first

anniversary. On this second anniver-
sary of our beloved Maternal Society,
we again acknowledge the goodness of
God in preserving the lives of all our
members, so that death has made no
inroads ; and likewise in the encour-
aging fact, that no one through dis-

couragement has forsaken us, but on
the contrary our number has increas-

ed, and with our number we trust,

that our souls have advanced in grace,
and in the knowledge of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ.

Two of our Society have, during
the year, committed to the silent grave
their beloved infants.

Although we cannot speak of the

gracious goodness of God in convert-

ing our children, as in the former
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year, when the standard of his grace

was unfurled and slione bright around
us, yet we have found tiie most pre-

cious effects resulting from our associ-

ation. Our meetings for prayer and
conversation have been solemn and
profitable

;
they have tended to im-

press our minds more deeply wilh our
obligations as mothers. We have sown
and watered in tears. Can we claim
the promises The seed cannot de-

ceive our hope. May we believe this,

and thus may our hearts be establish-

ed. Then wil! the cloud that hangs
over us be dispelled, and the rays of
the Sun of righteousness guide our
dear children to that cross, by which
the world can be crucified unto them,
and they unto the world. Shed upon
us, O Saviour, thine own light, and
then shall we see light !

Our situation is indeed responsible !

God hath committed to. us immortal
souls, and bound us to them, by the

tenderest ties. Let us teach them the

fear of the Lord ; this is the beginning
of wisdom. Let us bring them up in

the nurture and admonition of the
Lord.
There have been some indications

of the Divine Presence. May these
increase, that we may enjoy his

emiles.

While we acknowledge with heart-

felt joy and gratitude the divine good-
ness, and dwell upon the means we
enjoy, we would lift up our hearts in

prayer, and commit ourselves and
our children to God, believing that we
must labor as though their conversion
depended upon our exertions, and yet
that Paul may plaiitand Apollos water,

but that the increase can come only
from above.

In behalf of the Society,

SALLY COREY, Secy.

Baptist General Tract Society.

The Agent of the Baptist General

Tract Society at Philadelphia has is-

sued a circular to the Baptist Church-

es, soliciting aid to this valuable

institution ; and although it has been

inserted in our periodicals very ex-

tensively, yet from cordial approba-

tion of the Tract Society, and an ear-

nest wish to extend the sphere of its

Oct. 1831. 40

operations, we cannot deny ourselves

the pleasure of publishing it in the

pages of the Magazine. We do most

urgently bespeak the good will and

the generous cooperation of the

churches to this object. Tracts have

been instrumental of widely difi"using

the savour of the gospel. They are

still capable of exerting a more ex-

pansive influence. Let every church

in our land constitute its minister a

life member, and auxiliary Societies

be formed in every section where they

do not at present exist.

The Society is constantly issuing

new tracts, and these would be great-

ly multiplied, were adequate means
furnished.

Persons in the vicinity of Boston

may be furnished with the publications

of the Society, at the Tract Deposi-

tory of Lincoln & Edmands, 59

Washington Street.

Circular to the Baptist Denomination
in the United States.

The object ofthis appeal to Amer-
ican Baptists, in behalf of their Gen-
eral Tract Society, is to urge attention
to its wants, and solicit needed assist-

ance. We cannot look back to the
origin of this institution and trace its

progress from the first small begin-
ning in Washington city, seven years
ago, up to its present state of increase
and usefulness, withoutfinding much,
iu the beneficial results to call forth,

our gratitude to God, and excite us to

still greater efforts to sustain and en-
large its operations. The Society
owes its origin to no party feelings, or
improper sectarian zeal, but to a sin-
cere desire to do good, connected with
a conviction of the necessity of this

instrumentality, arising chiefly from
the wants of our denomination. The
same reasons that rendered its estab-

lishment necessary, still exist, and
can now be urged with accumulated
force in favour of its continuance and
enlargement. Our numerous destitute

churches, the many waste places in

our new settlements, the peculiar cir-

cumstances of the denomination, the

errors that extensively prevail, the

want of union, of vital piety, of suit-
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able missionary effort, ofapostolic zeal

and devotedness—all these, with

many other exigencies, loudly pro-

claim the necessity of an institution

which shall direct its aims specially

to the spiritual interests of our own
people.

" Besides these considerations,

there are others which call for the ex-

istence of a society whose operations

shall be conducted with reference to

the chsLvacteri^tic sciiiimcjits ol the de-

nomination, as well as its wants.
" We are all impressed- with a con-

viction from which we cannot esc.ipe,

that we are the only denomination of

Christians in the land, whicli main-
tains the ordinances of the New Test-

ament, as they were delivered to the

primitive church. And as we do in

our hearts believe, that our brethren

of other denominations are in error

on this point, we feel ourselves oblig-

ed, as we would preserve our con-
sciences void of otfence towards our
sovereign Lord, to use our endeavours
at least, so far as a candid and acces-
sible statement of the reasons of our
belief can go, to bring them to the

know^iedge and acknowledgment of
the truth. Truth on this subject, as

on every other, must be brought into

collision with error, before she can
achieve her conquests

;
and, as almost

the only access we have to the

minds and consciences of our brethren

is through the medium of the press,we
feel that it is a service required of us

to the cause of truth, to publish and
circulate, in the light and diffusive

form of the tract, and in the spirit of
meekness, our reasons for believing

them in error, our justification of our
dissent from them, and our admoni-
tions to their relinquishment of a

practice which has constrained us to

decline their ecclesiastical fellow-

ship."
Such being the Society's object

—

aiming as it does to disseminate divine

truth, to send the bread of life to the

destitute, to enlighten the ignorant,

to reform the vicious, to strengtlien

the weak, to confirm the wavering,
and to arouse all to holy effort, it sure-

ly has a just claim to the kind regards
and generous co-operation of every
Baptist in the United States. And
this claim is enforced by the fact that

God has placed upon the Society the

l)road seal of his approbation. He has
guided its measures, increased its

means, and blessed its publications.

Wherever our tracts have gone, they
have gained to themselves friends.

Wherever they have been received
and read, they have exerted a most
salutary influence, and in various
ways proved a rich blessing to church-
es and individuals.

The advantages which may be ex-

pected to result from the enlarged
operations of the Society, are so many
and so great, that when duly weighed,
it is to be hoped they will have a pow-
erful influence on the mind of every
member of our churches, it must be
allowed that the distribution of relig-

ious tracts is likely to do good. "Is
not divine truth the grand insti ument
which God employs for the conver-
sion of sinners, and for the edification

and comfort of saints ; till they come
in the unity of the faith and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a
perfect man, to the measure of the
stature of the fulness of Christ? All
the wonders of faith, holiness, and
patience, which Christians have dis-

played, have been wrought by the in-

fluence of truth upon the soul. In
the promulgation of truth by preach-
ing, which was God's first way of
making the gospel known, there are
assuredly some peculiar advantages.
But in-doing it by writing, there are
advantages also ; and it has this re-

commendation, tliat it is God's chief
way of making himself known to the
human race from aire to age, and of
presenting truth to the minds of men
from day to day, in every land where
the revelation of his will is known."
" Paul wrote often, and much, and
preciously, and said; "When this
epistle is read among you, cause it to
be read in the churches of the Lao-
diceans, and that ye afco read the
epistle from Laodicea." Peter also
pursued the same happy course, that
his brethren, and we also, as it is in
this day," " might be able to have
these things alwaysin remembrance."
Are there not thousands, and tens of

thousands, now in glory, whose first

impressions ofreligion, as well as their

following improvement, were made by
reading What is a religious tract,

but a select portion of divine truth,
designed and adapted to make the
reader wise unto salvation

Tracts, embodying those doctrines,
and maintaining those practices,
which constitute the faith and order
of Baptist churches, are wanted not
only for the destitute, but also for
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Ihe more favored churches, and for

individuals of every grade and char-

acter and circumstance. It has been
an idea too prevalent tiiat tracts were
only designed for waste places, or for

the profane and ungodly; but surely

they are also much required by the

Christian, and through the divine in-

fluences of the H0I3' Spirit, they are

happily adapted to promote self-ex-

amination—purity of walk and con-
versation—growth in grace—a spirit

of active benevolence—and prepara-
tion for heaven.

In connexion with these remarks
relative to tlie necessity and aims of
the Baptist General Tract Society, we
shall now present a brief statement of
its concerns.
When the successor of the late

agent entered upon the duties of his

office, at the commencement of the
present year, the Society was nearly
two thousand dollars in debt, princi-

pally for paper. Several numbers of
the series of tracts were entirely ex-
hausted, and of many others there
were but few copies remaining, while
the issuing of monthly tracts had fal-

len three months in arrear. In addi-
tion to these embarrassments, another
obstacle in the way of disch.irging our
debts was found to exist. Tlie reduc-
ed prices of the publications of the
American Tract Society had operated
during the preceding year, greatly to

our disadvantage. And in order to

remedy the evil, the Board of Direo-
tors found it necessary to reduce the
price of our tracts, so as to place our
Society on an equal footing with the

other in this respect. This measure
was adopted in March last; and in

consequence of it, we have been oblig-

ed to employ an additional press, and
to stereotype 22G pages of covers,
which, with the work of issuing our
regular series, and that of printing

several new editions of exhausted
numbers, has somewhat increased the

original debt. Since the commence-
ment of the year, six new Deposito-

ries have been established and orders

for tracts executed to the amount of
about two thousand dollars. We have
now a good supply of tracts on hand,
and the demand for our publications

is constantly increasing. But this de-

mand cannot be supplied, unless our
friends will give us the necessary pe-

cuniary means. The receipts of the

Society, though they have exceeded
those of the pastyear during the same
period, have not been adequate to the
current and necessary expenses. Dur-
ing a part of the time, four travelling

agents have been employed by the

Society, whose labors in the main have
been attended with gratifying suc-

cess, though they have added in

the aggregate but little to our
funds.

We mention these ])arliculars that

the public may know the precise state

and aspect of our alf.iirs, and be able

to esiimate the exact dimensions of
our wants.
The Society is owing two thousand

dollars for paper and printing, which
must be paid before the close of the
current year, or our operations must
be greatly restricted, if they do not en-
tirely cease. Aside fiom this pecu-
niary embarrassment, the Society's
prospects for usefulness were never
brighter and m.ore encouraging than
at present. And will the friends of

the Redeemer suffer the fair prospects

of usefulness to be blighted and all the
energies of the Society to be paralj'zed

for want of means ? The time has
come when in the providence of God
more liberality and zeal in this cause
are required. The pecuniary embar-
rassments of the Society call for im-
mediate relief. Its wants are pressing
and urgent. It solicits pecuniary as-

sistance of every Baptist in the coun-
try. Will not those then, who under-
stand this necessity, and have the abil-

\iy, send us seasonable relief.'' If
twenty individuals would each enclose
a $100 note, or a draft to that amount
in a letter, and send it to the Agent
by mail, it would free the Society
from debt and infuse new energy into
all its operations. It would be an in-

stance of liberality honorable to the
denomination—and by no means dis-
proportionate to the importance
of the object, or the necessities
of the case. Brethren, consid-
er your oblii.'ations to Christ, the
luxury ofbenevolence, the importance
of your Tract Society, the urgent na-
ture of its wants, and the value of
souls to whom God can make the
tracts an endless blessing.

On behalf of the Society,

I. M. Allen, Gen. Agent
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For the American Baptist Magazine.

BROWN UNIVERSITY.

The sixty-second annual Com-
mencement of this venerable seat

of learning was held at Provi-

dence, Sept. 7. The exercises

were held, as usual, in the Fijst

Baptist meeting-house ; and that

spacious and elegant edifice was
thronged by several thousand

spectators. After a prayer by
President Wayland, the following

exercises took place, interspersed,

at suitable intervals, by music :

1. Study essential to Poetical

Excellence, an Oration, with the

Salutatory Addresses. David
King, jr. Newport, R. I.

2. Consecrated Talent, an in-

termediate Oration. Edward Oth-
eman, Dorchester, Mass.

3. Literary History, an Oration.

William Eddy, Middlebu. ough,

Mass.

4. The Bible a Classic, an in-

termediate Oration. Francis W.
Bird, Dedham, Mass.

5. Causes of the Superiority of

Modern Society, an Essay. Jo-

seph M. Church, Providence.

6. The Christian Statesman,

an Oration. Henry Waterman,
Providence.

7. The Spirit of Chivalry, an

Essay. William F. D'Wolf, Bris-

tol, R. I.

8. An Oration on the Political

Character of Milton. Nicholas

Hoppin, Providence.

9. Character of Bishop Heber,

an Oration. Francis Peck, Bris-

tol, R. I.

10. Natural Science, an inter-

mediate Oration. Walter S. Bur-

ges, Rochester, Mass.

11. An Oration on the Influ-

ence of the Scholar on the ad-

vancement of Political Freedom.
Joseph L. Jernegan, Edgarton,

Mass.

Candidate for the Degree of Master of Arts.

12. The Power of Conscience,
a Poem. Mark A. D'W. Howe,
A. B. Tutor in Brown University.

13. Conferring the Degrees.

14. An Oration on the Causes
of a Diseased Imagination, with
the Valedictory Addresses. Wil-
ham Gammell, Newport, R. I.

The degree of Bachelor of Arts

was conferred on the young gen-

tlemen whose names follow :

Francis W. Bird, Waher S.

Burges, Joseph M. Church, Lu-
ther Crawford, Wilham F. D'Wolf,
William H. Eddy, Wilham Gam-
mell, Nicholas Hoppin, Joseph L.

Jernegan, David King, jr. Edward
Otheman, Francis Peck, Hemy
Waterman.
The degree of Master of Arts

was conferred on six young gen-

tlemen ; the honorary degree of
Doctor of Divinity, on Rev. Wil-
liam T. Brantly, of Philadelphia

;

that of Doctor of Laws, on Hon.
William Baylies, of Bridgewater,

Mass. and that of Master of Aits
on Mr. Eleazer M. P. W^ells, of
Boston, Rev. Bartholomew T.
W^elch, of Albany, and Mr. Wil-
liam T. Grinnell, of Providence.

The exercises ofthe Commence-
ment were very respectable. They
fully sustained the claim which
may be made for this University,

that it now furnishes the means
ofacquiring a thorough education.

The graduating class was small,

in consequence of the sickness

or death of some of its original

members. The succeeding classes

are larger. The present s^enior

class is stated in the catalogue of

1830, to consist of 28 ; the junior

class, 28 ; the sophomore class,

29 ; and the new freshman class,

it is estimated, will exceed 30.

These facts prove that the Uni-
versity is rapidly regaining pub-
lic confidence. The President is
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highly popular with the stu-

dents ; and there is a cheering

prospect that all the advantage

Avill accrue to the University, and

to the cause of learning and truth,

which was anticipated by his

friends, from his acceptance of the

Presidency.

This Institution ought»to flour-

ish. It is situated in a position

of easy access, from all the Atlan-

tic and northern States. It is plac-

ed in the midst of a thriving com-
munity, in the second town in New
Enghmd in point of population

and wealth. Its situation is healthy

and beautiful. The expenses are

moderate. The Faculty is not

exceeded, in talents or assiduity,

by that of any College in the land.

A healthful moral influence per-

vades the institution. A consid-

erable portion of the students are

pious. A parent may place his

son at Brown University, without

trembling for his morals, and with
the certainty that his mind will be

well disciplined, and liberally fur-

nished with sound as well as ele-

gant learning.

The principles on which the

Institution is conducted are con-

sonant with those of Roger Wil-

liams. The College has been called

sectarian, but without truth. The
charter does indee^ require, that

the President and a majority of

the Trustees shall be Baptists

;

but it also requires, with unpar-

alleled liberality, that the Congre-

gationalists, E])iscopalians, and

Friends shall always be represent-

ed in the Board. Every College

in the country, with few, if any

exceptions, is under the control

of some one religious denomina-

tion. Some of these Colleges may
admit a few members of other de-

nominations, to a seat among their

Trustees ; but this is done cau-

tiously, as a politic measure,

to increase their friends, rather

than to give to the denominations

thus represented any effective in-

fluence. But in Brown University

the control is divided, by express

provision in the charter, among
the several denominations which
existed in the State at the time of

the establishment of the College.

A majority was secured to the

Baptists, for the sufficient reasons,

that they were the most numerous
denomination in the State

;
they

were the real founders of the Col-

lege, and they supplied the great-

er part of its funds. But the In-

stitution is not sectarian. It is

open to all students. No test is

required. No theological tenets

are taught. The pupils attend

public worship wherever they or

their friends prefer. In fine, there

is no other College in the coun-

try, against which the charge of

sectarianism may not be made with

at least equal justice. If the pre-

ponderance of one denomination
in its Board of Trustees makes
Brown University sectarian, then,

afortiori, Harvard, Yale, Amherst,
Dartmouth, &c. are sectarian.

The friends of Brown Univer-

sity may therefore confidently ask

for it the su})port of all the friends

of religion and learning. On Bap-
tists it possesses a special claim.

Maiming,Maxcy,Morgan Edwards,
Stillman, Smith, Backus, Gano,
Baldwin—the brightest and most
endeared names in the history of
our churches—were the founders
and friends of Brown University.

Let the Institution which they lov-

ed, be ever dear to their successors.-

A subscription was commenced
among the friends of the Institu-

tion, at the late Commencement,
to raise a sufficient sum to defray

a large part of the tuition of forty

pious, indigent young men. Tiiis

measure would increase the num-
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ber of students, and extend the

advantages of the University. It

is hoped, that this subscription

will be filled up.

On the afternoon of Commence-
ment day, the Phi Beta Kappa
Society held its first anniversary,

in the Baptist meeting-house. The
address was delivered by Presi-

dent Wayland. The subject was
the Philosophy of Analogy. The
discourse, though it treated of an

abstract and scientific theme, was
heard with profound attention by
a crow ded audience. We cannot

now attempt an analysis. It was
marked by important and original

thought, and by several illustra-

tions of exquisite beauty and sur-

passing grandeur. We hope that

it will be published. It will do
honor to the President, and to the

University. It will serve the

cause of science, and minister a
powerful rebuke to those pretend-

ed advocates of reason, who ven-

ture to impugn revelation. K.

^'EWTO^ THEOLOGICAL I>'STITU-

TION.

It must be highly gratifying to

the friends of ministerial educa-

tion to learn, that there are now at

the Newton Institution more than

fifty young men preparing for the

Christian ministry. All the rooms
which have been furnished^ are

occupied, and aid is requested

from the churches to furnish oth-

ers, as it may be exi>ected that a

large accession of numbers will

be the result of the late happy re-

vivals of religion. The Institu-

tion calls for the aid and fostering

care of our churches. Prol)ably

no object in the Baptist denomi-
nation more ipiperiously requires

decided and liberal support. Let

the necessary means be furnished

suitably to endow the professor-

ships, and place them on a perma-
nent foundation.

The annual exhibition was cel-

ebrated on Thursday, the loth of

September, and gave great pleas-

ure to a numerous and attentive

assembly.

The young men gave pleasing

evidence of assiduity and progress

m their studies, and reflected creU-

it on the officers of the Institution.

The following was the order of

performance.

HTM:>f AND PRAYER.

Essays by the Middle Class.

1. On Fanciful Interpretations.

Henry Carr.
2. Translation ofMicah iv.l—4,

with Remarks.
Stephen P. Hill.

3. On Quotations from the Old
Testament in the New.

John Maginnis.
4. Analysis of the Epistle to

the Galatians.

Archar B. Smith.
5. On the Insi)iration of the

Prophets. William Heath.
HYMN.

Essays hy the Senior Class.

1. On the Motives that should

be urged by the Minister of the

Gospel. Ti.MOTHY C. TingleY.

2. On Gaudama, the God of the

Burmans. Thomas Simons.

3. On Impatience in a Candi-
date for the Ministiy.

Hiram Gear.
4. On the Religious Influence

tjiat sliould he exerted in Colleges

and other Seminaries of Learning.

Byrem Lawrence.
Presenting of Certificates, by

the Senior Professor, with an Ad-
dress to the Class ; and Prayer.

benediction.

For the information of persons

who wish to enter the Institution,

we extract the following from the

official notification of the Pro-

fessors.
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« This Institution is * adapted to

the instruction of graduates and

others whose attainments enable

them along with graduates to pro-

ceed profitably in theological stud-

ies.' It is 'open for the admis-

sion of those persons oidy who
give evidence of their possessing

genuine piety, with suitable gifts

and attainments, and of their be-

ing influenced by proper motives

in wishing to pursue theological

studies, and who, moreover, pre-

sent certificates from the church-

es of which they are members,

approving of their devoting them-

selves to the work of the minis-

try.'

Under a deep impression of the

importance of making the course

of studies here as thorough and
as complete as at any In-

stitution, and of encouraging

at the Colleges a due attention

to one of the most interesting of

the ancient languages, it has also

been required that candidates for

admission be acquainted with

Professor Stuart's Hebrew Gram-
mar, and the first forty pages of

his Hebrew Chrestomathy."

WATERVILLE COLLEGE,

We are happy to state, is in a

prosperous condition. The late

commencement was numerously

attended, and the increase of stu-

dents is gratifying to its friends.

Located in the centre of the flour-

ishing State of Maine, and fur-

nished with an able Faculty, it

cannot fail to be marked by pros-

jierity.

THE BOSTON BAPTIST ASSOCIA-

TION

Held its anniversary for the

present season at Roxbury, ad-

joining Boston, The churches

were very generally represented,

and an interesting season was en-

joyed. Rev. Mr. Jackson, of
Charlestown, preached a most ap-

propriate introductory sermon,
from Acts vi. 4. By the returns

it appeared that 480 were bap-

tized the last year. Revivals of
religion are enjoyed in a great

number of churches, and in many
instances they have resulted from
protracted meetings. A pleasing

revival is enjoyed in Roxbury,
where the session was held. Death
has during the last year removed
several ministers who have been
connected with this Associa-

tion—Weston, Leonard, Seaman,
and Paul, having finished their

course. A larger portion of time

than usual was emi)loyed in pub-
lic meetings, a number ofsermona
were delivered, and we doubt not
but the most salutary influence

was exerted by the services.

RELIGIOUS REVIVALS.

We continue to hear of the
blessed outpouring of God's Holy
Spirit in various parts of our
highly favored land. Every gale

seems to be perfumed with the
incense of praise to God, for re-

deeming grace and pardoning love.

The Ruler of heaven and earth is,

indeed, watering most copiously
this part of his heritage, and mak-
ing verdant and fruitful the vine-
yard of his Son. Surely, Chris-
tians ought to be humble in view
of the displays ofAlmighty power
and love ; and they should con-
tinually lift up their hearts and
their voices in gratitude and ado-
ration to the throne of the great
Eternal, while their prayers should
be constant and fervent for the
continuance and renewal of these
blessed seasons.

No statement has so forcibly

impressed us in relation to the
extent of the present displays of
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grace, as a fact which was reported

to the Boston Association, viz. that

in the York Association, a greater

number was baptized the last year,

than had been baptized the ten

preceding years.

Revival in Richmond, Va.

It is stated in the Rehgious

Herald, that recently Elder John

Kerr baptized thirty-six persons,

thirty of whom were colored

;

making a total of 480, added to

the First Baptist church. On the

same day, Elder James B. Tay-
lor baptized six persons, five of

whom were colored
;
making the

addition to the second Baptist

church, 152.

ORDINATIONS, &c.

June 10. Mr. Stephen Goodman was ordained

at Saline, Mich. Ter.

June 22, Mr. J. F. Bishop was ordained pastor

of the Baptist church at Evans's Jlills.

June 29, Mr. Cullen Townsend was ordained
pastor of llie Baptist church, INIiddiefield, Mass.
Sermon by Rev. Augustus Beach.

July 14, Mr. T. C. Tingley was ordained pas-
tor of the Baptist church in Foxboro', Mass. Ser-
mon by Kev. Silas Hall

Aug. 4, IMr. John Tucker was ordained an
evangelist, at the Belhesda Baptist church,
Chester Co. Penn. Sermon by Rev. Charles
Moore.

Aug. 16, IMr, Moses Field, from the Tlaniilton
Institution, was ordained pastor of the Baptist
church in Manchester, Vt. Sermon by Rev. Mr.
Proctor.

Aug. 25, Mr. Walter G. Dye was ordained in
the second Baptist church in Cortland ville, N. Y.
Sermon by Rev. Mr. Bennett, of Homer.

Aug. 31, Mr. Julius C. Barlow was ordained
at Hubbardston, Vt. Sermon by Rev. E. B. Smith.

Sept. 8, Mr. Amzi Jones, jr. was ordained at

Cornwall, Vt. Sermon by Rev. Mr. Parr, of

Hiuesburg.

Aug. 6, a Baptist church was constituted at New
Berlin, N. Y.

Aug. 9, a Baptist church was constituted at

Bozrah, Con.

Aug. 10, a Baptist church was constituted at

Dexter, Mich. Ter.

Aug. 16, a Baptist church was constituted at

Charlottesville, Va. and the building of a meet-
ing-house commenced.

Sept. 12, The second Baptist church in Low-
ell, I\Inss. was constituted. Sermon by Rev.
James Barnaby.

July 14, a new Baptist meeting-bouse was
opened at Andover, Con.

Sept. 14, a new Baptist meeting-house wa*
opened in Billerica,Mass. Sermon by Rev. Mr.
Freeman.

Sept. 7, a new Baptist meeting-house was open-
ed in Sloughlon, Mass. Sermon by Rev. Wm.
Leverett.

Account of Moneys received by the Treasurer of the General Convention of
the Baptist Denomination in the United States for Foreign Missiotis^

from August 20, to Sept. 22, 1831.

From the Female Union Missionary Society, of Peith Amboy, N. J. for the education of a
child at the mission station at Valley Towns, to be named Thomas Brown, per Miss Ev-
elina H. Bi ueu, Sec'ry, ------- - 12,00

A friend in West Harwich, C. C. for Bur. mission, per Rev. W. Bowen, 2,00
Eev.W.Bowen,fordo ,50

2,50
A female friend, for Burman Tracts, - - - - 1,00
The East Jersey Missionary Soc. for Foreign missions, per Jona. Osbom,jr. Esq. Treas. 80,00
The Feni. Bap. Ben. Soc. of the third Bap. Church and congregation, Middleborough,

Mass. towards the suppoit of a female child under the care of Mrs. Wade in Burmah,
to he called Mary Hubbaid, per Mrs. H. N. Bennett, ^iec'rv, ... 20,50

H. B. Rounrls, Esq. Treasurer of the Utica For. Miss. Soc. for the following objects

:

For the Burman mission, ..... 150,00
Bui man Bible, - - . . . . 41,40
Burman Tracts, ...... 10,00
Mrs. Wade's school, .... - 1,00

202,40
Mr. John Tidd, Executor on the Estate of Dea. Thaddeus Davis, late ofWoburn, deceased,

beins a legacy for the Burman mission, 20,00
Mrs, Eliza Jameson and Jane Bo>\vorth, for the education of a Burman child under the

charge of Mrs. Boardmari, to he called Ann Battlelt, .... 30,00
Elder Lewis Fisher, being profits on the sale of Mrs. Judson's memoir, - - 2,00
A Contributor, lor translating the scriptures into the Burman language, per W. Nichols, 5,00
Mr. John Brewster, jr. Secretary of the Missionary Society at South Reading Academy,

for translating the scriptures in Burmah, pel Rev. E. Thresher, ... 14,35
The Saratoga Association, for foreign missions, per Mr. J. Waterbiiry. Treas. - 72,00
Collected at the monthly concert for prayer, at New Bediord, for the" foreiirn mission, per
Mr. Cogswell, - J . . . . °. . 20,00

The Oliver-Street Foreign Missionary Society, N.Y. ... - 250,40

H. LINCOLN, Treas.
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INTERESTI>'G INTELLIGENCE FROM BCR3IAH.

Having just received letters from our Missionary Stations at Biirmah, we have delayed issuing the
present Xuinher, which was finished, for the purpose of publishing the late intelligence. The decease
of odr brother JJoaidinaa will be learned with regiet by all the friends of uiissions.

LETTER FROM MRS. BOARDMAN
TO MRS. SHARP.

Tavoy, Dec. 30, 1830.

My Dear Mrs. Shai-p,

Your very kind letter to Mrs.
Wade and myself was duly receiv-

ed,and though a long time has since

elapsed, I trust you will pardon
me, and now allow me to express
to you the grateful effusions of
my heart. The articles sent us
were very acceptable, as we can-
not easily procure such here, and
on account of the sickness of our-

selves and children, together with
repeated losses, we felt very thank-
ful for the money.
In our domestic relation, the

hand of the Lord has been heavy
upon us. About a year and a half
ago,we lost our eldest child, a love-

ly daughter two years and eight
months old ; four months since,

we buried our youngest, a sweet
little boy of eight months and a
half. Our only remaining child is

now two years old. He bears his

Father's name, and is a source of
much comfort to us. You have
ere this, heard of Mr. Boardman's
declining state of health. He has
been unable to preach for the last

five months, and my sad heart
sinks within me, at the desolate

prospect before me.
In our missionary work, we

have much to call forth our grat-

itude. God is displaying his pow-
er and grace among the poor Ka-
rens, in a most wonderful manner.
Since our return from Maulmein,
we have had several companies
out to hear the gospel. At one
time, upwards of forty came, and
staid with us four days, listening

every day to the doctrines of the

cross, with an attention and solem-
nity that would have done credit to

a Christian congregation. We have
seen all whowere baptized previous
to our visit to Mauhiiein, and as far

as we can learn, they have con-

OcT. 1S31. 40

ducted themselves in a manner
worthy the followers of Jesus.

Perliaps you recollect a chieftain,

mentioned in a letter from Mr.
Boardman to your husband, writ-

ten more than two years ago. He
came at first with the sorcerer, who
was in possession of the deified

book, and not long after, possess-

ed a firm belief in the doctrine of
the cross, and requested baptism.

Having waited a suitable time, and
giving us good evidence of piety,

he was baptized, and not long af-

ter, another respectable man
among them, named Moung Kyab,
and his aged father in-law, follow-

ed his example. Their manner
of life since, has been such as to

remind us t'orcibly of what we
read resj)ecting the apostles and
pnmitive Christians. The chief-

tain's name is Moung So. He and
Moung Kyah, take such parts
of the scripture as we have
been able to give them, and go
from house to house, and from vil-

lage to village expounding the
word, exhorting the people, and
uniting with their exertions, fre-

quent and fervent prayers. Aud
God has blest their labors, my
dear friend. Three brothers of
Moung Kyah have been baptized,

and two of Moung So's brothers
and one sister, besides several of
their more distant relatives. Both
of their wives have large families
of young children, so that they
have never been able to come to
town, as it is three days' journey
over mountains and through des-
erts. But from what I can learn
of them, they are both in a hope-
ful way. Tliey unite with their

husbands in family prayer, and go
to the house of ])rayer on Lord's
day, for they are regular in the ob-
servance of Christian worship on
that day. Yes, my dear friend,

the voice of prayer and praise

rises sweetly from the dwellers on
the desolate mountains of Tavoy,
and I doubt not is as acceptable
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to God, as the incense offered in

the churches ofdear New England.
Within the last year, twenty-six

have been baptized, making in

all thirty-one, not including Ko-
thah-byu. Last Lord's day week,
nineteen were baptized, eighteen of
them Karens, and one of them an
interesting youth, who has been
in the school about a year. He is

the second son of Mahommed
Safet, or as the Burmanscall him,
Moung thar-apee, the highest na-

tive officer in the Province. The
name of the youth is Moung Shwa
Bwah. He is unusually amiable
and modest, but religion has made
him meek and lowly hke our Sa-
viour, It was indeed an interest-

ing sight to behold the noble little

boy going to be baptized, with a
company of ignorant Karens, who
would be spurned from his father's

door,
Mr. Board man unites with me

in kindest Christian love. O pray
for us in our affliction.

Yours very affectionatel}^,

S. H. BOARDxMAN.

MR. mason's letter TO THE
COR. SEc'kY.

Tavoy, Feb. 12, 183L
Deal- Sir,

Having an opportunity to send to

Maulinein immediately, I sit down to

communicate the melancholy intelli-

gence that brother Boardman is no
more. He died yesterday, about
noon, ten or twelve miles fVom this

place, on his return from the Karen
jungle, and was buried here on the

mission premises, this morning at

Beven o'clock.

You are perhaps aware that when
he lefl Tavoy last April, he promised
the Karens that, it" possible, he would
return and make them another visit

at their villages. Soon after his re-

turn here, in December, the baptized

Karens were in to see him, with many
others applying for baptism

; request,

ing him to make them his promised
visit, and stating that there were
many females in the village who
wished for baptism, but were unable
to come to Tavoy,

At my arrival, last month, I found
that twenty two Karens had been
baptized, and brother Boardman pre-

paring to go into the jungle to exam-
ine others for this ordmance. He
told me the Karens were building him
a zayat at the foot of the mountain,

which he crossed two years ago, and
were about coming in to carry him
out there. When he first met me on
the wharf, I clearly saw the charac-
ters of death in his countenance. He
was unable to walk to meet me, yet
unwilling to show me any thing but
the kindest attention, he had himself

brought in a chair to the jetty, to

welcome me on my landing. Though
I looked upon him as a dying man,
yet as I saw his heart was set on vis-

iting his Karens, and as the doctor
not only approved but even encourag-
ed the journey, I did not advise against

his going. Indeed 1 felt unwilling to

deprive him the privilege of exhibiting

so line an illustration of the " ruling

passion strong in death." Accord-
ingly we proposed to start on the

tliirty-nrst of last month, the Karens
having come in two days previous.

It was not contemplated, at first,

that sister FiOardman should accom-
pany us, but on the morning of our
departure, she felt unwilling to b©
absent from him without any one ta
perform those kind offices that his sit^

uation required, and which no ono
can perform like a wife. We there-

fore all started together in the after-

noon, leaving the mission premises
under the guard of a couple of sepoys
with which the military commander
here readily furnished us. Brother
Boardman was carried on a cot bed
all the v. ay, excepting when the path
round a precipitous hill wastoo narrovr

fbr two to walk abreast, and arrived

at the place of our destination on the

evening of the third day, without any
particular exhaustion. During our

stay, however, he so evidently lost

strength, that sister Boardman on
one occasion advised him to return

—

he replied with more than common
animation, " The cause of God is of
more importance than my healthy and
if I return now, our whole object wili

be defeated. I want to see the work,

of the Lord go on. Ministers often

wish to die in their pulpits, but to die

in a pulpit would be nothing to dying
here in the midst of the Lord's work."
Last Wednesday morning, however,
it became so apparent that he could
not live long, that we deemed it ex-

pedient to return without delay, and
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on condition that we complete the

examination of the females and of tlie

old men that, day, and I baptize in

the evening, he consented to return

on the day following. Accordingly a

little before sunset, he was carried

out in his bed to the water side,

where, lifting his languid head to

gaze on the gratifying scene, I had
the pleasure to baptize in his presence

thirty-four individuals, who gave sat-

isfactory evidence to all, tiiat they
bad passed from death unto life.

After this, he seemed to feel that his

work was done ; he had said in the
course of the day that if he could live

to see this ingathering, he could in a
special manner say. Lord, now lettest

thou thy servant depart in peace, for

mine eyes have seen thy salvation.

On Thursday morning we started

on our return ; when we arrived at

the first house, its inmates refused us

admittance. With some difficulty

Tve got him into a covered corner of
the verandah, in a very exhausted
state. Through the assiduous atten-

tion, however, of sister Boardman, he
appeared to revive, and he did not
seem materially different on the suc-
ceeding morning from what he had
been for several days. Still it was
very evident that the closing scene of
iiis eartiiiy existence was rapidly ap-

proaching, and we concluded, with

his approbation, to take him in a boat
down a stream which was near, and
which passes within three or four

miles of T|ivoy. He was carried out
of the house, or Tather from the

" hcuse, by the Karens, who put him
on board the boat, and sister Board-
mviV and myself followed. But on
turning to see if he wanted any thing,

Y»e found his coimtenance fixed in

death, ap.d it were difficult to deter-

mine whether he breathed or not.

Thus did this indefatigable missionary

die, as every missionary would wish
to die, about his Master's business,

and surrounded by those in whose
conversion from heathenism he had
been instrumental. Tiie evening be-

fore, on asking him what I should
read to him, he said the 3-tth Psahn.
He remarked a few days ago, " I

have no transports, no extacies; mine
is rather a calm, settled hope on
the atoning blood of Christ," On
Wednesday evening, he was bolstered
up in his bed, and at family worship
prayed, spaaking with great feeling

of the love of Christ, of wholly trust-

ing in him for pardon and justification

from his " infinite sins," nor closed

without remembering his poor Karens.

Almost the last words I hea d him ut-

ter yesterday were, to tell sister Board-
man that he had felt to pray more
for his chi d than he had ever done
before.

Alas I my brother, I have lost

a friend of whom I had' just seen
enough to love. But what is my loss

compared with that of his widowed
companron? You who knew some-
thing of the affection existing between
them,may form some faint conception
of her feelings. He was respected as

well as loved by all who knew him,

and his funeral this morning v>-as at-

tended by all the European gentle-

men and officers of the station.

Of the Karens I can say nothing
at present, except that they are a
very interesting people, and a people

for whom I feel most deeply interest-

ed. We want here, at the present

moment, a full set of the infant school

apparatus, and whatever else is used

in schools that addresses itself to the

external senses.

Respectfully vours,

FRANCIS MASON.

LETTER FROM REV. MR. W ADE
TO KEV. DR. SHARP.

Maulmein, Feb. 28, 1831.

Dear Sir,

Your very acceptable letter by
tlie band of brother Jones, I had
the pleasure of receiving about a
week since. We feel thankful for

the affection and kindness which
you and Mrs. Sharp express for ue.

Though unworthy, we have re-
ceived nothing but kindness from
our Christian^friends all the time
wc have been in this heathen land,
and we rejoice that we have the
assiH'ance that their kindnessis ex-
ijressed not only by their letters,

but also, by the fervent prayers
which witliout ceasing they offer

up to God on our behalf Con-
vinced as we are that the effectual

fervent pi'ayer of the rigbteoua
man availeth much, it greatly en-
courages us in our various laboit

to reflect that \vhile we are using
the means for enlightening the
dark minds of the heathen, thou-
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sands are unitedly praying for our

success. And those that are thus

praying for the success of our la-

bors are, we trust, encoura^^ed in

their turn by heaHng from time to

time, of individuals who are turned

from their dumb idols to the service

of the living God. We have lately

had most encouraging accounts

from Tavoy, of the work of Ggd
among the Karens ; at one time

thirty-four were received by bap-

tism into the church, and the whole
number of this race ofpeople hi that

vicinity v/ho have been baptized is

sixty-nine. Is this not encourag-
ing ? V/ill not the hearts of those

rejoice who have offered up their

unceasing prayers for the salvation

of the heatheii ? V\^ill not those

be glad who have cheerfully con-

tributed their mites for the preach-
ing of the gospel among the heath-
en? Will not some of the young
men who have been commanded
by the Saviour to go unto all the

world and preach the gospel to

every creature, feel their spirits

stirred within them, when they

hear the news that so many in a
single vicinity have been baptized,

and fifh'-two of them within the

last three months ? But alas ! sor-

row is mingled with the joy which
we feel on this occasion. Our
beloved brother and fellow laborer,

Mr. Boardman, who was blessed

of God to tiie conversion of these

souls, is gone.
J. WADE.

• MR. BENNETT TO DR. SHARP.

Maulmein, Feb. 28, 1631.

Dear Sir,

Near sixty Karens have lately

been baptized in the province of
Tavoy, and the interest! i!g work
of grace increasing. This infor-

mation I have received verbally,

having received no letters for some
time from there. There have been
live Karens baptized, who reside
about four days rov.'ing up the riv-

er, above here. The Karens, as a
people, are truly very interesting.

The demand for tracts in Bur-
man is far greater than one press
can possibly supply. Mr. Judson

in Rangoon, writes, that he wants,

a thousand per week, and they are

called for at his house. You will

perceive by the Report for 1830,
that 84,GC0 tracts were printed up
to Jan. 1, 1831. Since which
time an edition of 20,CC0 of the

View has been commenced and is

now in progress ; and in addition

to the 45,222 tracts distributed up ,

to the 1st of Jan. 1830, there has
been 27,281 since, making in the
whole 72,5C3 tracts distributed ia

less than one year. For one year
ago none ofthe above were printed.

It is designed to follow this edition

ofthe View with 10,CCC Catechisms
four pages, ]C,CCO Invesiivator 16
pages, and probably then the Bal-

ance, as there are only about 4,CC0

left of an edition of 10,CC0 printed

in December last. This will not
all be completed probably until the

end of May, when John's epistles

or Luke v\ill most likely be issued.

We received by our brothers
Kincard and Mason, two hundred
and sixteen reams of paper, and by
brother Jones two hundred and
twelve more, three canisters ofink,

roll skins, &c. The ink, and roll

skins, were very seasonably re-

ceived, as I was than printing with
ink made in Mauhnein. I had
written for ink, and roll skins, but
my letters could not have reached
America, when this was shipped.
Another press I wrote Tor some
time since, and hope it is erenow
on its way to this country.
"We enjoy very tolerable health

generally. I feel that I am fast

wearing away, and soon, very soon
it will be said of me, he is gone.
But I feel, it matters not, if while

we live, we work the work of Him,
who calls us, and are not slothful,

but faithful servants. There seems
to 1)0 more than common interest

in the English church, the attend-

ance having increased to between
fifty and sixty. Many who were
formerly intemperate, have adopt-
ed the principle ofentire abstinence,
and some with complete success.

Dear sir, pray for us, as I doubt
not you daily do, and permit me
to subscribe myself in haste, yours
affectionatelv,

'
C. BENNETT.
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