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(iKETCH OF THE LIFE AND CII\RA.CTER OF THE REV.
JOHN WILLIAMS.

I would express him simple, grave, sincere.

In doctrine uncorrupt ; in language plain,

And plan in manner; decent, solemn, chaste,-

AnJ natural in j;esture ; much tmpress'd

Himielf. as cinscious of his awful charge.

And anxioui mainly that the fl<ictc he feeds

May feel it too; alTeclionate in louic.

And tender in address, as well becomes

A messenger of grace to guilty meji.

Kehold the picture!—Is it like f— Cn-wptf.

THE month of May last witness-

ed the sudden departure of tlie

Rev. John Williams, senior pas-

tor of the Baptist Cliurch in Oli-

ver-Street, New-York. He was
a man of whose character and his-

tory it might well be said, in the

brief and beautiful simplicity of

inspiration—"//e was a good man,
and full of the Holy Ghost and of
faith ; and much people was added
unto the Lord.'^ Meek, patient,

and zealous, he laboured long and
successfully, and, when unex-
pectedly removed from the sor-

rows and warfare of the church
militant on earth, into the light

and gladne3#of the church trium-

phant above, he left behind him a

loved and a lamented name ; and
good men of all denominations
mourned at his death as for a fa-

ther and leader in Israel. Distin-

guished for quiet usefulness, he
was no less remarkable for his

Sept. 182J. 33

unpretending modesty 5 and such
was the reserve which he always
maintained on the subject of his

own feelings and history, that

with much difficulty were gather-

ed the materi^s for the scanty

notice of his life which follows.

John Williams was born in

Carnarvonshire, Wales, on the

8th day of Slarcli, (old style)

1767. The name of his father

was William Roberts, from which,

according 10 the ancient custom
still retained in some parts of the

Principality, of deriving the sur-

name of the children from the

christian name of the father, he
took the name of Williams. The
farm PlasUecheiddior on whicli he

was born, had for many genera-

tions been the homestead of the

family, a race of hardy and re*

spectable farmers. At an early

age, Mr. W. was removed to the-

house of his maternal grandfather,
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viho rcsiileJ at the distance of a i

few miles, and witli wliom he

past the years of his boyhood.
1

The lamily into wliicli he was

thus brought, as well as that of his

father, were from education and

habit warmly attached to the Ks-

tablished Church, and a regular

attendance at the parish churclv^

Was one of tlie first lessons of his

childhood. Being from his lame-

ness unfitted for those agricultural

labours which had been the pur-

suits of his fathers, and would else

have been l.-is choice, it was desir-

ed by his fatlier, that he should

receive a classical education which

might fit him to enter the minis-

try of the Episcopal church. But
even at tliis early age, was dis-

played that independence of char-

acter, that modest fear ot becom-

ing burdensome to others, which

so strongly marked the whole

course of his afterlife. Unwilling

to remain dependant for support

upon his family during the long

period which might elapse ere he

should, in some humble curacy,

find the reward of his studies,

he declined the proposal, and
piefeired to acquire a trade, by
which his industry might meet an

earlier reward. To a trade he

accordingly applied himself, and

for this purpose went to reside in
tlie county town of Carnarvon.
r>ut he had not long been employ-
ed in this pursuit, before an event
occurred which changed the whole
current of his tliouj^Jits, and gave
a new colouring to liis life. The
manner in which he first was
brought to attend the ntinistry of

the Dissenters is now unknown. It

was, however, under a sermon
preached by David Morris, a de-

voted minister of the Whitfield-

ites, or Calvinistic Methodists,
that his mind first found ease

from its burdens. At this period,

also, he was accustomed to sa}',

that he derived the greatest en-

couragement and benefit from a
Welsh translation of the "Come
and Welcome to Jesus Christ,"
a production of that splendid,

though untutored genius, John
Bunyan. It was tuus, that the

writings of one, scarce master of

the refinements of his own lan-

guage, were, under God, produc-

tive of a sti ong effect long after

the death of their author, and in

a language to him entirely un-
known. Little imagining that it

sliould even reach the mountains
of Wales, Bunyan, in the spirit

of faith, had cast his work
as "bread upon the waters,"

'Tho pulpit of tliis clinrcli, was at this period, filled by a man of singular charac-

ter. At a time when llic evangelical party in the church of England was as yet weak
.ind deii'piscd, tiiis man, from tiie strain of his preaching, was considered as reseni-

Ming them. Hut to this comparative purity of sentiment, he added a shameless de-

pravity ofconduct ; and the \:'ri\\ churchmen were not more disgusted witii the purity ot

Jiis doctrine, than were tiic pious with the irregularity of his practice. In the pulpit,

Jie was a powerful and zealous preacher ; in private life, a drimkard, a gambler, and
a bully. Wh'-u reproved for liis inconsistencies, his usual reply was, " Do as I say,

and not as I <';)
;"' and it became a proverbial expression among his rustic parishion-

ers ;
" When in tlie pulpit he prcaciied so well, 'twas a pity he should ever leave it,

when out of it, he lived so ill, 'twiis a pity he should ever enter it." This singular

bding was a frequent visitor at the lioi.ss of Mr. W's grandfather, and Mr. Williams

often, at an enrlv age, felt no little surprise at seeing his pastor come up to the

door roeliiig from the sports of tlie cock-pit, ("for cock-Kgliting was one of his favour-

ite amusements.) and bearing on his face the marks of bruises recaaved in some
dnmken tray. It seems hardly credible that such a man should tre* permitted to

minister in any church ; biit those acquainted with Wales as that country was, not

fifty years since, know full well that such, depravity of conduct in a clergyman was
no uncoininon tiling. Nearly the only singularity of the case was, that without any
motives of interest lie had adopted sentiments so opposite to his own conduct and so

xuipopular among his clerical brethren. Impurity of practice generally leads to

heresy of doctrine ; he was remarkable for having deserted the opinions without

abiuidoning the practice of those abaadoned aud dissolute clergy who disgrace the

ririiied curr.cics tjfthe Principality.
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and after many days it was
"found ai^ain," and became food

and nourisluneut (o one whom
God had ilesij^ned for much use-

fulness. 1( n\ay well be suppos-

ed, that Mr. W. always retained

for the works of this author a

grateful {)ar(iality. lie had about

completed tlie nineteenth year of

his age wiien he united with tlie

Independent Church in the nei;>;Ii-

bourhood, which was under the

care of the Rev. Dr. Lewis, a

man who, periiaps, stood at the

head of his denomination in

Wales, distinguished alike for

solid judgment and profound
sclmlarsliip. Under his patron-

age, not long after his union with

the church, Mr. W. began Ids

pulpit ministrations. Beloved fir

the gentleness of his manners and
the pure ardour of his piet>, he
was considered as exhibiting the

promise of great future useful-

ness. Possessed of the aSection

and esteem of his pastor and fel-

low members, he was no doubt
liappy ; but truth was to him yet
dearer than eartldy friendships.

His Bible was now his library.

He studied it intently and can-

didly ; and ere long, doubts began
to insinuate themselves of the pro-

priety of infant sprinkling. With-
out, however, revealing to his

pastor the workings of his mind,
he one day inquired of Dr. Lewis
the meaning of the passage,

"Buried with him in baptism."
The reply, which, as coming from
a man of intellect and learning,

sunk deep into the mind of the

youthful christian was, "I really

tliink the Baptists have, in the

interpretation of that text, tlie

advantage over us." His doubts
could not long be concealed, and
Dr. Lewis laboured long and earn-

estly, but in vain, by conversation
and the loan of Pa;dobaptist wri-

tings, to remove the scruples
\

which he bad unwittingly encour-
aged. Their friendly discussions

were frequently prolonged long af-

ter midnight ; but the modest con-

clusion witliwhicii W illiams gener-

ally summed up tin- auiicable de-

bate, was, " Had 1, Doctor, your

talents and your learning, 1 could

make more of my side of tlie ques-

tion tiian you can make of yours."

Mr. \V. had received from heaven

a modest independence both in

thought and action, vvliich never

permitted him to evade his duty ;

and he was endued, alike, with

strength of intellect to perceive,

and decision of character to fol-

low the truth, lead him where it

might. The Pgedobaptist authors

which Mr. Lewis lent in abun-

dance for his perusal, were read

and tested by tlie bible. They
failed to convince him ; and study,

reflection, ami j)rayer, brought

him at the age of twenty-one, to

the baptismal waters ; and he be-

came by immersion a member of

the Horeb Baptist church at

Garn. The discussion which had

terminated in his separation from

the church of Dr. Lewis, never

weakened the esteem wiiich each

felt for the other ; and to the close

of his life, Mr. W. continued to

speak of his former pastor Avith

a warmth of atiection which time

could not quench and distance

could not lessen. Mr. W. had

not long been united with the

Horeb church before he became
their minister. They knew his

worth, and he reigned in their

hearts. It was said ofiiis people,

that when a stranger occasionally

ministered among them, they

never were satisfied ; and great as

the attraction of novelty must
ever be, none could w ith them be

compared to their stated preach-

er. Before being fixed over this

little flock, he had been advised

by some of his friends to enter the

Bristol Baptist Academy. In

after life, he often lamented his

refusal, but the reasons of it do
honour to his memory. His early

ministrations had produced a pain

in his breast, which he regarded
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as llic foreruTiner of approaching

consumption. Believing that the

years which remained to him
were but few, lie was unwilling

to waste a moment in preparation,

and accordingly threw himself in

the strength of faith, with all his

imperfectmns of education upon
him, into the work of the gospel

ministry. With a pciseverance

the most devoted, and a patience

the most untiring, he travelled

and laboured in season and out of

season. It was, perhaps, the

very energy with which he la-

boured, as in the expectation of

death, that was the means of pro-

longing his life. The Hor..b

church was composed of several

braiicties, which though forming

but one body met at different

places of worship. Mr. Wil-
liams travelled extensively through

North and South Wales, and col-

lected funds for the building of

two meeting houses for his affec-

tionate people. What their num-
ber at his coming among them
>vas, we are unable to ascertain ;

but from Rippon's Baptist Regis-

ter, we find that in October, 1794,

the members amounted to 140.

By means of these journeyings,

he became generally known and
respected throughout Wales. He
•was a friend and fellow traveller

of the celebrated and apostolic

Christmas Evans, with whom he

continued an occasional corres-

pondence to the close of life.

It may appear strange that he

could M'illingly leave a flock of

whose affections he was so entire-

ly possessed, and who earnestly

opposed his intentions ; but his mo-
tives were deservins; of the higli-

est praise. The tide of emigra-

tion was at this period fast pouring

from the shores of Britain into

these yet infant States. Many of

the mountaineers of Wales, op-

pressed by the grinding weight of

publick distress, and perliaps not

uninfluenced by the revolutionary

principles, the seeds of which were

then sown throughout Europe,
were abandoning their ancient
liomes for the comforts of what
had been painted to them as a
foreign paradise. Many of them
were entii ely unacquainted with the

English language. A hope of being

useful to these scattered sheep,

a desire that to their settlement

on a foreign shore they should

carry with them the gospel of

their fathers in the language of

their fathers ; this hope and this

desire, togetlier with other mo-
tives, which, were they published,

would throw a strong light on the

modest reserve and independence
of his character, brought liim as an
emigrant to these United States.

He tore himself from a fond and
a mourning people, and following

what he believed the call of God,
came forth from the land of his

fathers like Abraham, knowing not

whither he went. His knowledge
of the English language was but

gmall indeed ; and although when
a boy he liad been instructed in

the grammar of it, his teacher waa
himself too ignorant to afford

much assistance to his pupil. On
the 25th, of July, 1795, he landed

at New York, bearing warm re-

commendations from liis church

and friends in Wales, and among
others, from his former pastor,

the Rev. Dr. Lewis. A younger

brother accompanied Mr. W^
M'ithiii a fortnight after their ar-

rival in the country, this brother

died most suddenly at Schuyler's

Mines, near Newark, New Jer-

sey. Mr. Williams, who was
then at New York, was informed

of the distressing event, and im-

mediately set out travelling on

foot to the place. The exertion

of the journey, added to the sud-

denness of the blow, produced a

violent fever, in which the mind
was scarcely less agitated than

the body. He had left his native

soil, his family, and his friends,

to find in aforeign land, and among
a |)eople of sttange language, a
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grave for the companion of his

voyage, a beloved brotlier. lie

began to tloubt if he had not rashly

ventured where God iiad not call-

ed him ; and this consideration

seemed to raise his feelings, which
were naturally acute, to a' pitch

of intense agony. It was but the

prelude and the promise of after

usefulness ; it was in a manner
the parting blow of the adversary

—the struggle in, and by which,

his heaveidy Father was girding

and exercising him for his ap-

pointed task. In liis distress he

prayed that one, tliough but one

soul, might be granted to l>im in

America as tlie fruit of his minis-

try and the proof of his calling ;

and when he arose from the bed

of sickness, he arose, if possible,

more anxiously earnest than ever,

in tiie work of his heart. He had

intended to have settled in some
neighbourhood iniiabited by Welsh
emigrants, and in his mother lan-

guage to have continued his min-

isterial labours ; and with this

view, his attention had been di-

rected to Beulali, in Pennsylva-
nia, and Steuben in New York.

In Welsli he delivered his first

sermon in America. It was
preaclied in the meeting house

then occupied by the Rev. John
Stanford, in Fair street.

The Baptist church in Oliver,

(at that time Fayette) Street, was
then composed of about SO mem-
bers, of whom, however, only £0
could be found, who met in a

small unfinished wooden building,

about thirty feet square, without

galleries, and seated with benches
instead of pews. This church
permitted \mn and his countrymen
occasionally to use their place of

worship for service in their own
language. They also encouraged
Mr. W. to attempt the acquisi-

tion of the English language, a
request wilii which after some
hesitation he complied, and began
to preach in English for one part

of the Sabbath, on the other part

still continuing the use of the

Welsli. Tlirough every disad-

vantage, the Englisli brethren saw
a deep and fervent piety and a

native vigour of mind which great-

ly delighted thcni. Tliey had

made several attempts to piocure

a supply, but were unable to find

one in all respects suitable.

They now began to fix their hopes^

upon the young stranger, ancf at

length, alter a trial of nine

months, Mr. Williams became,
on their unanimous request, tlieir

pastor on the 28th of August,
1798. In the summer of (his

year, the yellow fever commen-
ced one of its most dreadful at-

tacks upon the city of New York.

Mr. W. among others, was early

seized with the contagion, and hiK

life was despaired of. But the

decisive conduct of his pliysician,

who, in the course of a few hours,

drew from him an unusual quan-
tity of blood, proved under God
the means of his recovery, and he
again appeared with new zeal

among the people of his charge.

Encouraged by the attention which
he excited, in January following

the little churcii substituted pews
for benches. But they grew,
and the place soon became too

strait, and in 1800, the meet-

ing house was enlarged to 60 by
43 feet, and galleries were add-

ed. In the course of years this

place also became insufficient j

and in little more than twenty
years after his first settlement,

Mr. W. saw raised the third

meeting house, the present ed-

ilice, a large stone building, 64
by 94 feet.

Great as was this success, it is

not to be supposed that he was
without his sorrows : They met
him at his veiy entrance. Some
even among tiie ofhcei fi of this lit-

tle church had druiik into the

spirit of Antinomianism, and by
habitual intemperance provoked
exclusion from the privileges of

1
church membership. The feeble

u1
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band were also distrcsscil from
witliout by their disputes with
another small church in the city

;

a dispute trilling in its origin, but
which mutual recrimination had
heightened into a contest, that it

required the most persevering ex-
ercise of Mr. Williams' concili-
atory offices to terminate. It was
by his meekness and patience, long
and assiduously emplo^'ed, that

harmony was at length restored.

But in tlie midst of Ills sorrows
he had also pleasures of the most
exalted kind. He saw a small and
divided body gradually growing
into strength and harmony, and a

pious and zealous people gather-

ing around him. God raised up
for him active friends, and brought
into tlie church men like minded
with himself. In a few months
after his settlement, he baptized

Thomas Hewett. In Oct. 1799,
John Cauldwell with his wife

was added on a letter of dis-

mission ; and in a similar man-
ner were received in June, 1801,

Mr. and Mrs. Withington. Tiie

names of these revered and la-

mented men are mentioned be-

cause they now rest from their

labours. They seem to have

been raised with their pastor, and
they, with many others, contin-

ued to cheer his heart and
strengthen his hands until the

year 1822, when all three in

quick succession descended into

the grave.

In November, 1801, Mr. W.
was united in marriage to her who
is now his lamenting widow, an
event which contributed greatly

to the happiness of his after life.

Luring an earlier part of his

ministry, the salary received from

his people was insufficient even to

pay liis board ; he however deriv-

ed assistance from the trifling funds

which he brought with him from

Wales. But he was not, to bor-

row an expression of his own, one

of the "disciples of the Zoaues."

He laboured zealously, because

he laboured disinterestedly. His
preaching was not the stinted con-
sideration for a narrow salary.

His exertions were labours of
love, and they brought with them
in the success and triumph of the

gospel, in tlie added numbers ofhis

church, and in the visible increase

of peace, of love, and of zeal, their

own " exceeding great reward."
It was not in him to faint or to

murmur at the scantiness of his

support, nor yet did lie regard it

i as an excuse for contracting debts
whiclv he might be unable to dis-

j

charge. With pecuniary difficul-

I

ties he struggled in silence,

I

thankful to see in the growing pros-
perity of his charge, that the bless-

ing of Heaven if not of earth was
with and upon him. The number
of members continued steadily to

increase, and most walked worthy
of their profession. His high re-

commendations from Wales, to-

gether with his own conduct, gain-

ed him new accessions of friends

among all denominations. He
had not looked for applause, he
had not laboured for it ; but the

reputation of being a wise and de-

voted minister continually follow-

ed him. By gradual increase the

church enlarged its numbers, till

it counts at the present moment
more than 540 members within its

fellowship. During his connex-

ion with them, Mr. W. baptized

about 440 members, exclusive of

others baptized on Long Island

and in other parts of the State.

In the early part of the year

1823, the Rev. Spencer H. Cone,
of Alexandria, (U. C.) was asso-

ciated with Mr. Williams in the

pastoral office.

He had about this period from
various causes began to decline,

and the feebleness of his body
seemed to obscure the energies of

his mind. In the course of one
memorable year, (18221 three of

the men who had walked with him

all his journey through, who had

shared his sorroAvs and doubled
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liis joys, M'ore removed as in a

band tt) tlieir everlasting home.
Their tlepartiue left on his mind
an impression vvliicli could never

be erased. Others still remained,

not tlieir inferiors in love to his

peison, or in zeal for the clunch ;

but tiiose who were gone l>ad been

with liim from (he first ; lie knew
them thoroughly, had proved them

often, and tliey liad never failed

him. His labours were still con-

tinued among his flock, but decay

was making silent and irreparable

attacks upon his once vigorous

constitution. He did not com-
plain, but his appearance betray-

ed his internal afllictions. The
•influenza which prevailed during

the winter, seized upon and great-

ly enfeebled him. But although

evidently weakened and often pre-

vented from preaching, lie never

gave up the hope of ultimate res-

toration to health and of a happy
renewal of his labours. He seem-

ed unv/illing to entertain the idea

that his present sickness was
smoothing his patli to the grave.

Such thoughts his friends had, in-

deed, of late begun gladly to dis-

countenance, and for the last

• two or three weeks immediately

preceding his departure, he seem-
ed gathering new strength, and it

was fondly hoped that summer
would complete his recovery. On
Friday and Saturday he had walk-
ed out, on the former of these

days to a considerable distance.

The Saturday night was, how-
ever, past without rest, and when
he arose on tlie morning of the

Sabbath he seemed haggard and
broken, his eye v/as dim, and his

breathing obstructed. But neither

his family nor himself apprehend-
ed any immediate danger, as he
had often been to appearance
mucli worse ; and although his

physician was sent for, it was
witliout any expectation of the

blow tliat was so soon and so sud-
denly to fall. He came down to

breakfast as usual- and afterwards

John TJ^tUiams. 2GS

returned up stairs to his study. He
(here spent some time in conver-

sa(ion with Mr. Williams, a
young Baptist minister from Ver-

mont w!io was then at his house,

and in reading a volume of Pres-

ident Edwards. It was his Ti ea-

(ise on tlie Att'ections, with him a
favourite work. Jle remarked,
with a taint smile, to one who
stood by, (hat lie was spending the

morning of tlie Sabbath in a man-
ner to wliich he liad not been ac-

customed. In former years, he
observed, he had at this hour been
employed in preparing for the la-

bours of the day ; now he was en-

joying the labours of others, refer-

ring to the volume which he still

grasped wrth a trembling hand.
Little thought he, and little expect-

ed those around him, that the
Sabbath he was this day to begin,

was indeedfar (liferent from those

he had been accustomed to spend.
Unseen was breaking on hiiu the

dawn of a Sabbath around whose
brightness the shades of eveTiing

never gather, for God himself is

its eternal sun ! To Mrs. Wil-
liams, who came into the room
shortly after, he said that often as
he had read this work of Edwards,
he saw in it new beauties at every
perusal. " He speaks," continu-
ed he, " so sweetly of Jesus."
The Rev. Alfred Bennet, of Ho-
mer, (N. Y.) had in the mean-
while called to pay a friendly

visit. After a little conversation,

in which Mr. W. seemed not in-

clined to suppose that there v/as

any danger as to tlie event of his

sickness, he coinplained of having

past the precediiifj- night without
sleep, and, requescing Mr. B. to

enjoy himself with a book, walk-
ed into an atijoining bed-room,

ile lay down, but soon became un-

easy, and expressed a wish to rise.

He was assisted by Mrs. 'SV. so to

cio, and setting up in his cliair,

past as in a moment away. When
Mr. B. was called in from the

next room, pulsation had ceased.
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AVithout warning, witliout fear,

and witlioiit pain, lie had, in an
instant, burst the fetters of the

tlesli, flung aside the habiliments
of mortality, and past at once
from the darkness of eartli into

tlie full blaz.e of tlic New Jeru-

salem. Ere he had even thouglit

of entering the valley of the shad-
ow of death, lie was wafted dry-
shod over the swellings of Jor-

dan, and found himself stand-

ing a disembodied and purified

spirit before the gates of the

city of God. If it be possible

that death should resemble trans-

lation, certainly his departure

bore that resemblance. Without
groan or struggle he ceased to

breathe. The change to him was
the more ineifably glorious from

its unspeakable suddenness. He
had not been disposed to believe

that this sickness was unto death,

yet was he, in the fullest and best

sense, prepared for his end. The
wise, as well as the foolish virgins

slumbered and slept j with them,

indeed, he slumbered, but with

them, also, even at the midnight

hour, his lamp was trimmed and
liis loins were girt, as those that

wait for the coming of the Mas-
ter. His was an habitual prepa-

ration, a preparation of the lieart,

tliough not of the eye. His dis-

sohuion was not betokened and

preceded by tliose glimmerings of

gloi-y which often shed so rich a

lustre on the death-bed of the

faithful. It had no slow grada-

tions from darkness to light,—no

day breakings of joyful anticipa-

tion,—no dawnings of increasing

rapture growing brighter and

brighter unto the perfect day

;

but like the change of one who

lies down in the shades of evening

and wakes in the noon day blaze,

all was suddenness of ecstasy.

He had not, as from the summit

of Pisgah, been transported with

clear views of the " land far off,

and the king in his beauty and

altliougii he always, by tiie eye

of an habitual faith, contemplated'
the land of promise as lying at

the end of his journey, he saw it

but as through a glass darkly, nor
knew that he was already on the
borders of his inheritance.

It had been in some degree his

wish to pass suddenly away. He
had prayed that his life might not

be lengtliened beyond his useful-

ness. The prayer was heard.

His labours were finished. Ever
l eady to give in a joyful account ot

his stewardship, the voice of the

Master on a sudden reached his

ear and pierced his heart. And
ere the sur. which had shone so

brightly into his sick chamber, had
reached its zenith, his spirit hiid

soared beyond "the flaming bounds
of space" into regions of bliss,

wheie imagination faints to follow
him.

There was a beautiful adapta-
tion in many of the accompanying
circumstances of his death. The
time—the morning of the day of
the Lord,—the place,—a room
which had often witnessed the se-

cret and fervent prayer,—the

morning sun, streaming down its

golden brilliancy,—the resplen-

dent serenity of the sk}',—the

stillness of tne hour, ere dissipa-

tion and riot were yet abroad in

the streets of the great city,—all,

in their peace, their brightness,

and their purity, seemed to unite

in shedding a glow of holy tri-

umph upon the last moment of

the departing saint. Moment we
say—for it was but a moment

;

and a hand too gentle to be felt

had loosed the silver chord and
broken the golden bowl ; and he,

that scarce an hour before, had
spoken of uniting in the worship if

the congregation, ceased to be a
dweller upon earth. The promise

which the dying Withington had
made, to be the first to greet his

pastor welcome home, was no

doubt fulfilled.

Fancy may perhaps be forgiven

if she finds in the volume wliich
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femployed his last thoughts on

cai tli, a liappy adaptation to the

circumstances of his death. The
sentence on which his eye wouhl
seem to have cast its last look,

(Edwards' Works, Vol. 4, p. 201.)

was one of the many in whicli Ed-

wards is employed in heaping

proof upon proof, and witli all his

characteristic strength of collect-

ed argument, making "demon-
stration doubly sure," in shewing

that it is possible to have strong

and deep feelings of the excellen-

cy of the character of God, and

yet be wanting in the temper of

true Christianity. Directly oppo-

site was the situation of his mind.

He had, in a largo measure, the

genius and spirit of true Christian-

ity, although, at the moment, he

probably felt no remarkable eleva-

tion of feeling. He proved what

he read, and rose, in tonfirmation

of the truth, to tliat Heaven, where
the " affections''' never wander-

On the 22d of May, 1825, ata-

bout 20 minutes before 10, A. M. he

entered into his rest. On the fol-

lowing Tuesday, his remains were
interred from the meeting house

in Oliver street, after an affecting

funeral discourse, pronounced by
one who Iiad travelled with him,

in the christian and ministerial

path, many days, the venerable

John Stanford. " The rest of the

labouring man" of God "is
sweet," formed the basis of the

discourse.

The memory of the just is

blessed. Few men equalled John
Williams in the consistency of

his christian character as a whole.
We frequently see some one in-

dividual excellence carried out
into glorious exercise at the ex-

pense and to the neglect of other
virtues ; but in his character, all

the traits of true Christianity

seemed to unite their beauty,

without giving to any one feature

an unseemly prominence. His
zeal was ardent, but united with
the greatest prudence. That pru-

S^,PT. 1835.

dence, instead of degenerating

into craftiness, was accompanied
by the most perfect simplicity j

simplicity was tempered by meek-
ness, yet his meekness had, for it*

basis, strong decision of chara< ter,

and unbending firmness of princi-

ple. He never insulted charity

by offering to sacrifice on her

altar the truth "as it is in Je-

sus," and yet he never hoped to

advance tlie cause of truth by
bringing to her defence bigotry

and intolerance. He loved the

image of the Saviour wherever he
found it, and it was not the bar-

rier of his own sect, or the badge
of another, that could prevent him
from acknowledging his union ifl

spirit with those wnom the same
Redeemer had purchased with the

same blood. As a minister of the

gospel, he lived the gospel. Char-
itable to the poor of his flock,

profuse of his labours, and con-

stant in his visits, it was his meat
and liis drink to do the will of his

heavenly Father, in shewing merr
cy and kindness to the afflicted and
the desolate. He carried the

consolations of the gospel into the

meanest hovels, and never shrunk
from entering the deepest cellar,

or the filthiest den, in which mis-

ery and grief had enshrouded
themselves. It is believed, that

in this employ it was, that he im-

bibed the contagion of that fever

which had so nearly proved fatal

;

and when, during the last winter

of his life, he was confined by the

weather to his house, his most
feeling lamentations were, that he

was prevented from seeing tlie

f
oor and the afflicted of the Piock.

n hospitality, he always endeav-

oured to maintain the character ot

a primitive bishop, and the breth-

ren from every part of tlie country

were ever cheerfully welcomed to

his table and liis dwelling, in
tlie meetings of the churcii, he is

described as presiding with a
moderation and calmness that

never deserted him. His opinioa

S4
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t\'as iu)l i^ivcn until all had sjioken;

it vas luodost and brit-i, and
TOouldod witl\ tlie kindest, defer-

ence tor contending o}iinioi)s, and
therefore, it was <;enerally deci-

sive. No man sou;^ht authority

less. Never an action of his life

assumed the character of " lord-

injiit over God's heritage" The
peace of the church gave peace
and comfort to him ; Avhen they

were agitated he was distressed,

and many a sleepless night testi-

fied the anxiety wl)ich preyed in

secret upon his spirit, when con-

tention and bitterness had sprung
up among the household of faitli.

It was to this pacitic, gentle, and
forbearing spirit, that he was in-

debted for nuic!) of his usefulness

and much of Iiis influence. His
advice v.as the more regarded,

because it was known to come
from a mind unbiassed by pas-

sion . He never lent himself to a

party, and all parties honoured
him. In the pulpit, he was not

invested with tliat eloquence

Xvhich delights while it dazzles a

polite audience. His language

was not at all times "furbelowed
and flounced" with grammatical

nicety, and his gestures wanted
the gracefulness of practised ora-

tory. But circumstances like

these were overlooked in one who
never seemed to enter the pulpit

but under a view of the vastness

and solemnity of Iiis charge. His
spirit was in the work. His ex-

hortations and admonitions were
earnest, simple, and frequent.

He had abotit him, that fervour of

leeling which is tlie very soul of

true eloquence, and although he

never ceased to feel the disad-

vantage of preaching a language

acquired late in life, his devoted

zeal, his willingness to be as

nothing in the hands of Him
" who is the fulness of all things,"

set him above the fear and beyond
the reach of puny criticism. Pro-

A'ided he was but understood, he

seemed careless of the garb and

style in which he came forth> " .1

dying man to dying men." The
event showed, that he had chosen
the right path. He who con-
founds the wisdom of the wise
of this world, made him an ac-

ceptable and useful minister of

that gospel, which was first

preached by fishermen and tent

makers. The careless simplicity

of his style, proved to the man
of observation, that his spirit was
set upon tlie substance of his min-

istry, and like "the brave negli-

gence of antiquity," delighted,

because it shewed a mind intent

on higher thoughts than the point-

ing of a maxim, or the rounding
of a sentence.

The foregoing observations, let

it be remembered, are applied to

the manner, not to the matter of

his discourses. Let it not be
supposed, that his sermons were
the unstudied effusions of indo-

lence and ignorance. He was in

truth, a close student, given to

much reading, well versed in the-

ology, both practical, doctrinal,

and polemic. He had attentively

studied the most valuable divines

of England and America, both
controversialists and commenta-
tors. Of the latter, his favourite

was Henry, and his pulpit exer-

cises in their simplicity and earn-

estness, and then- numerous and
beautiful allusions to familiar oc-

currences, seem to have been
partly formed on the model of

that admirable writer. He made
no pretentions to learning, but of

theological learning he was cer-

tainly possessed in a high degree ;

and the size of a library, gradu-

ally acquired, witnessed his fond-

ness for books. The truth is,

that he devoted much labour and
study to his pulpit ministrations,

and at his death, he left behind
him more than two thousand man-
uscript skeletons of sermons.

His studies were mingled with

prayer. In prayer, he steeped

the seed of the word, which with
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)|)fayer lie &cattei ccl. Prayer was
lis grand weapon ;l)ut there wore

certain tinu-s, in which, risinj;- as

it were beyond himself, lie seem-

ed to wield it with more than hu-

man strengtli. Tliose wlio liave

kneeled for any length of time

around his family altar, cannot

but remember with what peculiar

unction and earnestness he came

among them to the duty of family

])rayer, on the evening preceding

tlie'Sabbath. Always fluent and

vehement in his petitions, on Sat-

ui-day night, his spirit seemed to

glow witli warmer feelings, and

in his preparations for the exer-

cises of the coming day, his lips

seemed to have been touched as

Avith a live coal from off the altar.

It was, in general, late before he

descended from his study into

the room where the family was

assembled. His countenance, his

air, and conversation, all bore

marks of his having enjoyed com-

munion unutterable, "that the

world knoweth not of." There

was a burning urgency, an empha-

sis of humility in every petition

that trembled on his lips, and liis

words came seemingly too slow

and too weak to give utterance to

his feelings.

" When one, that holds communion with Ihe skies,

** Has fiU'd his uro where these pure waters rise,

•* And once more mingles with us meaner things,
" Tis e'en is if an angel shock his wings ;

** Immortal fragrance fills the circuit wide."

On the evening of the Sabbath

also, when the labours of the day
were closed, he seemed to enjoy

unusual happiness. In the servi-

ces of the morning, he would often

complain of constraint ; but with

the number of his exercises, (for

he generally preached three times

a day,) his freedom and zeal

seemed to increase, " One Sab-
bath neuter the end,^^ was his

usual exclamation before retiring

on that evening to rest, and he
always seemed to speak it with

the tone of a labourer delighted in

the employ that fatigued him,

looking forward with pleasure,

but without impatience, to the

rest of the weary and the home of

the way-worn.

The strength of his mind has

been underrated by those far his

inferiors in intellect. He had re-

ceived from heaven a strong nat-

ural understanding. He had
much of wliat Locke has some-

where styled, large,sotuul, round
about .s<7tAf." In early life, he
had, fiom jirinciples which we
cannot but honor, even while we
lament their application, declined

availing himsell of tlie advantages

of a classical education. A man
of less good sense would have

affected to despise the critical

learning he was conscious of

wanting, but such was not John
Williams. He spoke often of neg-

lected opportunities, and spoke al-

ways with the deepest regret ;

wlule, to the last of his life, he
was a supporter and promoter of

Education Societies for the in-

struction of pious j^oung men for

the ministry. His own case was
a strong instance of the truth,

that the Head of the oliurch often

gives to intellect and piety the

success and graces ^^'hich he de-

nies to mere human learning ; but

he was never encouraged by suc-

cess to act upon the principle of

making himself a blockhead, in

the hope that God would make
him an apostle. He sought learn-

ing eagerly and constantly, and
by diligent study, acquired a mass
of general information, far fi-om

common. In the structure of his

discourses, he exhibited great

judgment. His divisions were
few and natural, yet his sermons

were always copious. The alle-

gorizing taste, which finds every

doctrine in every text, he dislik-

ed too heartily to imitate. The
grand feature of his mental as well

as of his moral character, was sim-

plicity. He was less anxious for

what was novel, than for what was
true. He sought rather the use-

ful than the pleasing. He did not
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profess to hold forth the truth as

the result of a train of elaborate

reasoning, but he staled the doc-

trine with the simplicity of one

perfectly convinced of its truth,

fnoved it briefly, pressed it warm-

y, and left the rest to Heaven.
In his ministry, his temper, per-

haps, led him to dwell ratlier on

the beauties of tlie gospel, than on

the terrors of the law ; to hover

rather around the milder graces of

Zion, tlian amid the darkness and
thunders of Sinai ; but he deliv-

ered few sermons, perliaps none,

in which the ungodly were not

pointedly addressed. In the dis-

cussion of a controverted point in

the social circle, his good sense

was exhibited in the same unpre-

tending manner. It accorded

neither with his habits nor his

wishes to discuss the argument at

length. Some well put question,

somepitliy maxim, M'hen others had
ceased to speak, expressed at once
his wisdom and modesty. He might
perhaps, have been unable, from
the defects of his early education,

to give a regular account of the

series and connexion of the steps

by which he arrived at an opinion
;

but good sense in general led him
to the right and true one. It was
enough, that he reached the port,

without recollecting each tack and
bearing of the voyage.

His sentiments, on what has

been called the modern question,

and on most others, perhaps on
all debateable points, agreed with

those maintained by Fuller. Ed-
wards, Owen, and Fuller, miglit

be called his triumvirate in doc-

trinal theology. He had studied

all, deeply and repeatedly. A fa-

vourite class of writings with him,

was the works of the Puritans and
Nonconformists of England. From
the more familiar beauties of Hen-
ry and Bunyan, up to the sublim-

ity and grandeur of Owen and
Charnock, he had attentively pe-

rused the most distinguished works
produced by that venerable race of

John Williams.

confessors, "men of whom tlic

world was not worthy."
Of Ills own acquirements, he

thought most liumbly. A sermon
delivered before the New York
Missionary Society, at a time
when that body was composed of
various denominations, Mas, with
the exception of a few Association

Letters, liis first and last efibrt as

an author. Of Missionary and
Bible Societies, it is almost need-

less to say, he was a firm support-

er from tlie first moment of his

acquaintance with them, to the

last of his life.

As a man, a relative, and a
friend, to know was to love him.
The unaflected benignity of his

manners, his sincerity, and liis

kindness, gained him friends ; and
probably, no one who had once
been his friend, was ever entirely

alienated from him. Indeed, the

manner in which he carried the

temper of Christianity into the du-
ties of every day life, gave an
uniform beauty to his character

which was irresistibly pleasing.

With acute natural feelings he
combined great fortitude. Chris-

tianity taught the one to flow out

in continual out goings of love to-

wards mankind, and heightened

the exercise of the otiier, into the

most uncomplaining, childlike re-

signation. His ministerial path

had been strewed with m,iny mer-

cies, but it had had also its thorns

and its roughness. He spoke

often and feelingly of the one,

scarcely ever of tlie latter. In
the walks of publick and the shades

of private life, he exhibited the

same spirit of dependance and
faith. He was always, in all

places, and through every cliange,

and at every period, the sanse

mild, meek, and patient christian.

He had, in a great degree, wliat

may be called oneness of charac-

ter. Above disguise and free

from change, jealousy never cloud-

ed tlie Avarmth of liis friendship,

1
passion never pbseured the wisdom
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of his judgment. Not that tliis

uniformity of character was owing
to a stagnation of intellect and
feeling, to a cold and heartless

nature. Few excelled him in

warmth of relative and religious

feeling. But the zeal which ever

marked him was enduring and

equable. Its movements were not

the occasional ebulitions of heated

passions, or the effect of strong

external excitement, the bubblings

of a summer brook, noisy and

evanescent ; but they were the

gentle and the continued overflow-

ings of a living spring of charity,

ever fed by the love of God
"shed abroad within his heart."

It came down, not like a violent

storm sweeping away all before it,

and levelling the weed and the

flower in one common ruin ; but

it was a calm and steady shower,

fertilizing as it fell, and witness-

ed in its effects by the beauty and

freshness of the scenery it water-

ed. He possessed, in a great de-

gree, perseverance of character,

not the obstinacy which disgusts,

or the sternness which awes, but

a settled adherence to a plan cau-

tiously and deliberately formed.

It was never his unhappiness to feel

that restless vacillation, that con-

stant change of object, motive,

and pursuit, which ruins all in-

fluence and all happiness. He
did not venture rashly on every

splendid speculation that present-

ed itself ; but when he had once

embarked with serious and prayer-

ful deliberation, it was not a

slight tempest or a passing cloud

that could drive him back. This

temper may, in some cases, have
assumed the appearance of obsti-

nacy, but it was the stubbornness

of an upright mind too strong to

bend, too well rooted to be shaken.

Such a character could not but

command respect, even from those

who thought differently. Men,
proud of their infidelity, have
done homage to his transparent

aincerity j and scoffers, who have

delighted themselves with lidi-

culing the religion of olliers as

hyi)ocrisy, have been known to

eulogize him. Tiieir eulogy was
not bought by unmanly conces-

sions and cowardly disguise. He
spoke earnestly and feelingly on
the subject of religion, it mattered
not where or before whom ; but

there was no attempt at display,

and they wiio hated his principles,

were awed by the evident purity

of his motives. His gravity was as

free from all tincture of morose-
ness, as was his mildness from all

levity. The gentleness of his teia-

per seemed to beam from his coun-

tenance, and words of kindness
distilled from his lips. In the

church and in the world, lie was
eminently a man of peace. He
sacrificed feeling, convenience,
interest, and every thing but prin-

ciple, to this darling object of
affection. And among the frail-

ties, which must ever attach

themselves to humanity, it was
perhaps the leading one in his

character, that he yielded too

tamely to the will of others.

Humility seemed inwrought into

the very texture of his mind. He
displayed it, not in loud and nau-
seating professions of self abise-.

ment, but in a reluctance to speak
of his own feelings and his own
doings ; in a willingness to be the

least in greatness and the last in

honours. This was not assumed,
because it was displayed more in

deeds than in words. When he
would occasionally mention him-
self, he always spoke with the

deepest lowliness ; but it was a
subject on which he did not oftci^

touch, on which he seemed un-
willing to waste a thought. He
scarcely mentioned even the suc-

cess ill his ministry v.'hich had de-

lighted his lieart. To all the va-

ried duties of the pastoral office,

he seemed anxious to apply the

precept first spoken of almsgiving,

"Let not thy left hand know
what thy right hand doeth. " Dnr-
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ing the wliole course of Iiis minis-
try, it is not remembered, that lie

ever used, in a discourse iVoni the

pulpit, the pronoun "1," (as ap-
plied to himself,) or that his ser-

mons ever cont^nned, with the ex-
ception that follows, any open al-

lusion however pardojiable, to the
events of his o^vii life, or the
workings of his own heart. Was
it that he was deficient in the
feeling of wliat he taught, or had
he no stores from personal obser-
vation from which to draw? The
contrary was eminently the fact

;

his sermons were most rich in

christian experience. But he
feared all appearance of preaching
himself ratlier than his Master.
One feature was ever the promi-
nent character in the fore-ground
of evei y sermon. He held up the

Saviour, and was himself conceal-
ed in the shade.

On his recovery from the yellow
fever in 1798, he chose, for his

subject, on appearing again among
his people, the 8th and 9th verses
of Psalm CXVI. The same text

formed the basis of his discourse
on the afternoon of Sunday,
March 20th, the last sermon
which he delivered before he went
up to that church where ministra-

tions and ordinances are at an
end. Its selection, in the latter

instance, shewed that he consid-

ered himself, in some measure, re-

stored to health. The issue prov-

ed, that the thoughts of the Lord
were high above his thoughts.

A life like his, however barren
in incident, cannot but be most
fertile in instruction. Is tliere a
youth depressed in spirit at com-
paring his own advantages and at-

tainments with the high standards

around him, let him look to the

success with which God crowned
a faithful, self-taught labourer ;

and, blushing for his own despon-

dency, let Tiim thank God, and
take courage. Eloquence and
secular learning are not indispen-

sable ; and the spirit of faith, and

prayer, and love, that animated
John Williams, is more rarely
found, and when found, is worth
far more than all the unsanctified
learning that all the volumes of an
University can give. Forbidden
to shine in the walks of science,

let him, who laments the igno-

rance of his youth, be content to

share the obscurity together with
the usefulness of those holy, de-
vout and humble men,

•'Who comfort tbose, that wait»
*' To hear plain truth at Judah's hallowed gate :

** Their language simple, as their manner* meek)
** No shining ornaments have they to seek ;

" Nor labour they, nor time, nor talents waste,
** In sorting flowers to suit a fickle taste;
•* But while they speak the wi&dom of the skies,
" Which art can only darken and disguise,
"Th' abundant harvest, recompense divine,
•'Repays their work.'*

But let such a man remember too,
how assiduously the subject of
this memoir toiled to supply the
want he so deeply regretted, and
let him never be guilty of despis-

ing knowledge. Is there one,
who, on the contrary, hopes by
fancied eloquence to gain and se-

cure the love and. respect of his

people ? To him let tiiis humble
biography speak, ' The most touch-

ing and powerful of all eloquence,

is the eloquence of a holy, harm-
less life, and even that may fail.

'

Is there one who fears to min-
gle too familiarly with the flock

under his charge, lest intimacy

wear off that dignity which should

attach itself to the minister of the

gospel, to him would we say,
' Few men visited more faithfully,

fulfilling to the very letter, the

apostolic practice, " preaching

from house to house," than did

John Williams ; and few more
thoroughly gained and more de-

votedly preserved the affections of

his congregation, than did he.

We almost fancy, that we yet see

him, at an early hour, setting out

on his route of pastoral visitation,

or, at a late hour, returning from
it, exhausted with fatigue ; and
we gaze upon the picture, till we
almost forget that he is, where the

flock are exempt from sickness
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and the shepherd iVoiu fatigue.

Is there one whose, imagination

has dwelt upon the sublimer s])ec-

ulations, tl>e more romantic and

shadowy views of the christian

pastorsliin, till he has become

weary of tlic common and every

day employments of a minister

—

till his miiid has grown disgusted

with the tedious rounds of ser-

mons and visits, which he must

travel from January to December ;

—until, in fine, he begins to grasp

at something better and larger and

more adapted to his talents ? Let

him know that the path of humili-

ty is tlie path to usefulness ; and

that it will require all his wisdom

to tread it without deviation.

John Williams had no splendid

generalizations to talk of, and to

labour alwut, and to find in their

failure an excuse for the neglect

of humbler duties. He had no

new and grand views of human
nature to propose, no novel meth-

ods and macninations for subdu-

ing the world, that were to sweep

away at once, the stubborn enmity

of the human heart, and effect

what the eloquence and wisdom
of Paul were too weak to accom-

plish. On the contrary, he knew
that man was ever the same

—

that the enmity of the human
heart was ever the same ; and

that the remedy for that enmity

was at all times but one. Instead

of looking to some new system of

theology, or some original plan of

sermonizing, he looked to Heaven
and trod the beaten path, the path

that had been worn by the feet of

apostles and martyrs, the path of

humble faith. That path led him
to a high stand in the church of

God. He had gone unto his task,

anxious to do a little good as in a

corner, and blushed to find, by
the praises he received, that he

had been doing more than his

louder neighbours. He knew that

there was One, without whom he

could do nothing, with whom he
could do all things. To that One

he prayed ; in His name stood

up : in His name went forlli ;

with His name began ; and wilh

His name ended. It was tlie Al-

nlia and tlie Omega of his thoughts,

tis words, his praveis, and liis la-

bours. In tlic might of tliis sin-

gle-eyed faitli he laboured and re-

turned, bearing his sheaves, rejoic-

ing and trampling on every ob-

stacle.

In this imperfect and feeble

sketch of a most excellent charac-

ter, we would not, that descrip-

tion should swell into panegyric.

Were tlie lamented subject of it

now on earth, nothing to liim

would be more displeasing. His
"•races and "-ifts were but the faint

reflection of light from above.

He was but an instrument in a
mightier hand ; by that hand he
was at first moulded, and by the

same hand afterward employed to

build up the church of Christ.

His virtues are held up not to be
praised, but that their exhibition

may awaken others to emulation,

that they, "beholding his good
works, may glorify nis Father
which is in heaven," and become
"followers of" him who "through
faith and patience," is now "in-
heriting the promises." A life so

modest, would be ill adorned by
indiscreet encomium. Were it

for us to choose, and, unconsult-

ed, to give an unasked opinion,

the monument, that is to mark his

grave, as well as every other object

intended to perpetuate his memory,
should, in its unornamented sim-

plicity, be like him whose name it

bears, and its only inscription

should be

"JOHN WILLIAMS,
A. TUS.A.N or GOD.

Born 8th of Jlarcli, (O. S.) 1767.

Died 22d of May, 1825."

Let who will, claim a higher eulogy .'

To the private christian, no
less than to him who fills the

sacred desk, the life of Mr. W.
may teach the wisdom of tliat
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Providence, M'hicli sluouds its

paths in darkness. The eye that

saw \\\m a cripple peasant boy on

the nioiuitains of 'Wales, would
not easih- have detected in liim

the seeds of future greatness, the

slamina of intellectual and moral

sliength. But t!ie eye tl)at marks
the sparrow's iall, and <;uide» the

vanderings of every mote of dust

tluit dances in the sun-beam, saw
otiierwise. God liad marked and
chosen him for a leader of his Is-

rael. Tlie eye of an unseen, and
as yet unacknowledged, Provi-

dence, was on his early path. Its

care shielded liim from danger,

and fixed the course in which his

character should be formed. The
hand of iiis heavenly Fatlier meted
out to hin\ the afflictions that

should exercise, and the consola-

tions that should support him.

That hand brought him, at an
early age, in(o the ways of his

commandments, and led him in

safety and peace in all his journey-

in»s through his native land»

"by a way that he knew not;'*

it finally conducted him over the
waste of waters to a foreign shore,

and there fixed him, against his

own expectations, as a city set

on a hill, a burning and a shining

liglit. That light is not yet
quenched, still his example speaks.

His words are yet ringing in our

ears, and the fruits of his labours

are yet before our eyes. We can-

not but remember him with lamen-

tation for ourselves, with rejoic-

ing for him. The tears that will

find their way at the recollection

of his loss, are brightened by the

thought of what he has been on
earth, of what he is now in

heaven.

Thrice happy they who sleep tn Cod,
Securely wafted o'er the flood

To Canaan's peaceful shore

;

Whose lives were as a daily deatbi

Who walk'd with God and Uv'd by faitb.

And now shall die no more.
Such, gracious Lord, we wish to bCj

Such was our pastor now with Tbee* Topla4jr»

N. Fork, July 4, 1825, W.

ON CREEDS AND SUBSCRIPTIONS,

Mf ssrs. Editors,

Vou will, I am persuaded, confer a favour on many of your readers, by inserting

ill vour Majiazitie an Essay on Creeds and Subscriptions, by the Rev. Andrew
Fuller. It is in the last volume of his invaluable works, which, allow me to say,

ought to have a place in the library of every gospel minister. S.

It has been very common a-

tnong a certain class of writers,

to exclaim against creeds and sys-

tems in religion, as inconsistent

with christian liberty and the

rights of conscience : but surely

they must be understood as ob-

jecting to those creeds only,

which they dislike, and not to

creeds in general ; for no doubt,

unless they be worse than the

worst of beings, they have a creed

of their own. The man who has no
creed, has no belief; which is the

same thingas being an unbeliever :

and he whose belief is not formed
into a system, has only a few

loose, unconnected thoughts, with-

out entering into the harmony and
glory of the gospel. Every well

informed and consistent believer,

tlierefore, must have a creed, a
system wiiich he supposes to con-

tain the leading principles of di-

vine revelation.

It may be pleaded that the ob-

jection does not lie so much a-

gainst our having creeds or sys-

tems, as against our imposing

them on others, as the condition

of christian fellowship. If, in-

deed, a subscription to articles of

faith were required without exami-

,

natioHj or enforced by civil penal-
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ties, it would be an unwarrantable
imposition on <lie rights of con-

science : but if an explicit agree-

ment in wliat may be (leemed fun-

damental principles be jud;^ed es-

sential (o fellowship, tiiis is only

rc(iuirinn; that a man appear to be

a christian before he can have a

right to be treated as such. Sup-

pose it were required of a Jew or

an infidel, before he is admitted

to the Lord's supper, (which eith-

er might be disposed to solicit for

some worldly purpose,) that he

must previously become a believ-

er ; should we tiiereby impose

chiistianity upon him ? He might

claim the riglit of private judg-

ment, and deem such a requisition

incompatible with its admission :

but it is evident he could not be

entitled to christian regard ; and

that while he exclaimed against

the imposition of creeds and sys-

tems, lie himself would be guilty

of an imposition of the grossest

kind, utterly inconsistent with the

rights of voluntary and social

compact, as well as of christian

liberty.

In order to be a little more ex-

plicitonthesubject, it maybeneces-
sary to otFer the following remarks.

First: It is admitted that no

society has a right to make laws

where Christ has made none.

Wimever attempts this, whether
in an individual or social capaci-

ty, is guilty of substituting for

doctrines the commandments of

men, and making void the law of

God by their traditions.

Secondly: The fallibility of all

human judgment is fully allowed.

A cliristian society, as well as an
individual, is liable to err in judg-
ing what are the doctrines and
precepts of Christ. Whatever
articles of faith and practice,

therefore, are introduced into a
community, they ought, no doubt,

to be open to C{)rrection or amend-

1

ment, whenever those who sub-

1

scribe them shall perceive their in-
j

consistency with the will of Christ
1

.Sept. 182-5

Thirdly : Whatever maybe said

on the [)roprie(y of human systems
of faidi, they an; not to l)e con-

sidered as the pro[(er ground on
which to rest our religious senti-

ments.—The word of God, and
tliat alone, ought to be the ground
of both faith and practice. But
all tliis does not prove that

it would be wrong for an individ-

ual to judge of tlie meaning of the

divine word, nor for a number of

individuals who agree in their

judgments, to express that agree-

ment in explicit terms, and con-
sider themselves as bound to walk
by the same rule.

Fourthly: Whether t'le united

sentiments of a christian society

be expressed in writing or not, is

immaterial, provided they be mu-
tually understood and avowed.—
Some societies have no written
articles of faith or discipline ; but
with them, as with others that

have, it is always understood that

there are certain principles, a
professed belief of which is deem-
ed necessary to communion.
The substance of the inquiry

therefore would be, whether a
body of christians have a right t*

judge of the meaning of the doc-
trines and precepts of the gospel,

and to act accordingly That an
individual has a right so to judge,
and to form his connexions witli

those whose views are most con»

genial with his own, will not be
disputed : but if so, why hath not
a society the same right ? If

Christ has given both doctrines

and precepts, some of which are

more immediately addressed to

christians in their social capacity,

they must not only possess sucli

a right, but are under obli-

gation to exercise it. If the right-

eous nation which keep the fruthp

be the only proper characters for

entering into gospel fellowship,

those who have the charge of theif

admission, are obliged to form a
judgment on wliat is truth,

and what is rigliteousncss j vyitJi

35
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out wliich they must be wholly

uiu|ualitie(l for their office.

If a christian society liave no
right to judge vvliat is trutli, and

to render an agreement with thein

in certain points a term of com-
munion ; then neither have tliey

a right to judge what is righteons-

ness, nor to render an agreement
in matters of practical right and

wrong, a term of communion.
There is a great diversity of

sentiment in the world concerning

morality, as well as doctrine : and
if it be an unscriptural imposition

to agree to any articles whatever,

it must be to exclude any one for

immorality, or even to admonish

him on that account ; for it might

be alleged, that he only tliinks for

himself, and acts accordingly.

Nor would he stop here : almost

every species of immorality has

been defended and may be dis-

guised, and thus under the pre-

tence of a right of private judg-

ment, the church of God would

become like the mother of harlots,

the habitation of devils, and the

hold of every foul spirit, and a

cage of every unclean and hatefid

bird.

It is a trite and frivolous ob-

jection, wl)ich some have made
against subscriptions and articles

ot faith, that it is setting bounds to

the freedom of inquiry, and re-

quiring a conformity of sentiment

that is incompatible with the va-

rious op] ortunities and capacities

of diifcrent persons. The same
objection might be urged against

the covenanting of the Israelites,*

and all laws in society. If a re-

ligious community agree to speci-

fy some leading principles which

they consider as derived from the

word of God, and judge the belief

«f them to be necessary in order

to any persons becoming or con-

tinuing a member with them ; it

does not follow that those princi-

ples should be equally understood,

* Nell. X. 29.

Subscriptions.

or that all their brethren must
have the same degree of knowl-
edge, nor yet tliat they should un-
derstand and believe nothing else.

The powers and capacities of
different persons are various ; one
may comprehend more of the same
truth than another, and have his

views more enlarged by an ex-
ceeding great variety of kindred
ideas ; and yet the substance of
their belief may still be the same.
The object of articles is to keep
at a distance, not those who are

weak in the faith, but such as are

its avowed enemies. Supposing
a church covenant to be so gene-
ral as not to specify one principle
or duty, but barely an engage-
ment to adhere to the scriptures
as a rule of faith and practice, the
objection would still apply ; and
it migiit be said, One man is capa-
ble of understanding much more
of the scriptures than another, and
persons of more enlarged minds
may discover a great deal of truth

relating to science, which the
scriptures do not pretend to teach :

why, therefore, do we frame arti-

cles to limit the freedom of in-

quiry, or which require a con-

formity of sentiment incompatible
with the opportunities and capaci-
ties of persons so differently cir-

cumstanced ? The objection, there-

fore, if admitted, would prove too

much. Tlie powers of the mind
will probably vary in a future

world; one will be capable of

comprehending much more of
truth than another ; yet the re-

deemed will all be of one mind,
and of one heart.

Every one feels the importance
of articles or laws in civil society j

and yet tliese are nothing less

than expositions or particular ap-

plications of the great principle

of universal equity. General or

universal equity is that to civil

laws, which the Bible is to ar-

ticles of faith ; it is the source

from which they are all professed-

ly derived, and the standard to
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which they oua;ht all to be sub-

1

niitted. The one are as liable to

swerve from general ('(juity, as

the other from the word of (ilod :

and wliere tliis is proved to be the

case ill eitlier instance, such er-

rors retjuire to be corrected. But
as no person of common sense

would on this account inveigh

against laws being made, and in-

sist that we ought only to cove-

nant in sreneral to walk accordin";

to e(|uity, without agreeing in any
leading principles, or determining

wherein tiiat ecjuity consists j |i

neitlier ought he to inveigh against

articles oi faith and practice in

religious matters, provided that

(hey comport with the mind of

Hod in his word. If articles of

faith be opposed to the authority

of scripture, or substituted in the

place of such authority, they be-

come objectionable and injurious :

but if they simply express tlie

united judgment of tliose who vol-

untarily subscribe them, they are

incapable of any such kind of im-
putation.

REVIEW.

The Scripture Doctrine of
Christian Baptism ; witli some his-

torical remarks on that subject ; in
a Sermon, preached on the 20«/t of
April, 1794, at the Baptism of Twelve
persons on a profession of Faith and
Repentance, at the Baptist Meeting-
House in Harvey-lane, Leicester. First
Am. Edit. Birmingham, Printed:

—

New York, Reprinted, 1825. pp. 34.

The Scripture Guide to Bap-
tism

; or a faithful citation of all the
passages qf the New Testavieut, which
relate to this ordiimnpe ; tcith the Sa-
cred Text impartially examined, and
the sense supported by numerous ex-
tracts from the most eminent and
learned writers. To which is added
a Short Examination of the Rise and
Grounds of Infant Baptism. By R.
Pengilly. First American, from the
last London Edition. Boston : Lin-
coln & Edmands, 1825. pp. 44.

The first of these pamphlets is

a sermon preached by Samuel
Pearce, a name whose praise is

yet in all the chu relies, and which
IS now for the iii st time reprinted
in this country. It is well writ-
ten, plain and judicious, logical in
its argument, and christian in its

temper. Tliougii it makes no
parade of reasoning, it contains a
series of proofs, which we are free
to say, we should be very willin"-

any man should attempt to set
sside. We shall present a brief

analysis of it, tliat our readers may
judge of the plan, and a few ex-

tracts that they may discern and
imbibe its spirit.

The following remarks from the
introduction, addressed to the

church in Leicester, we insert

with peculiar pleasure, as an ex-

pression of the spirit which we
would always cherish while direct-

ing our own, or other men's atten-

tion, to a subject of controversy.

We have never mare need of watch-
fulness over the frame of our spirits, than
when we are engaged in religious con-
troversies, lest in the spirit of contest we
lose the spirit of meekness and of love:
victory too often m;ikos us vain, and impo-
tence in argument inflames the zeal
it should annihilate. Perhaps no contro-
verted point has more frequently occa-
sioned an undue exercise of the passions,
than the subject of the ensuing sermon ;

sutt'cr me, therefore, my cliristian breth-
ren, aflectionately to caution you against
an unbecoming triumph in the prcva-
len,ce of tlio sentiments yo!,i espouse, or
any uncharitable censures on those
whose opinions and practice differ from
your own. The same Volume in which
we are exhorted to " Sta7id fast in the
Faith, to quit ourselves like mep, and
be strong," contains also, numerous in-

junctions to forbearance and charity.

We never aflord any real service tp our
divine Master by contending for his cause,
if it be not \n his spirit. Nothing will
so effectually recommend the truth, as
the distinguished amiablencs* of tho»v
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who jirofc-s3 it:—Let the same mind, (

thercloro, ho in you whicli was in Chri^t i

Jesus •, the character lie sustained you ;

cannot contcniphito without admiring ;
]

He was " uK-ek and lowly of heart:"
i

imbiljc iiis spirit, and you will " find rest
;

unto your souls." i

It will be very singular, if you are

not opposed in pri)i)ortion to your pros-

perity. Be not surprised if that oppo-

sition conies from those, of whose piely,

in other respects, you entertain the most

respectful sentiments—" To err is hu-

man :" Indulge not an angry thought on
snch occasions ; neither return railing for

railing ; but rather imitate him, " who
when he was reviled, reviled not again,"

and overcome evil with good.

I am persuaded, my brethren, that

you will never seek an increase of your

number, or the propagation of your sen-

timents, by secret and disingeiivnus

efforts ; methods as frequently, as unde-

servedly, imputed to our denomination.

Rather let us ever have it in our power to

say, with our Lord, " I spake openly to the

world"—I taught " in the Synagogue and
the Temple, whither the people resort,

and in secret have I said nothing."

But suffer not any difference of opin-

ion on the positive institutions of our re-

ligion, to interrupt your fellowship with

other christians, as long as it may be

cultivated to mutual edification. Re-
member that you have all one centre of

union, even Christ Jesus ; and you ex-

pect to meet with millions in heaven who
are distinguished by different names on
earth. Cliarity must teach you to think

as highly of their sincerity, as you ex-

pect justice should teach them to think of

yours ;

—

IVe have a right to form a judg-

ment on the actions of men, but it is

God's prerogative to search the heart

;

and it ill becomes us to judge any man
to be a hypocrite, because he does not

«ee with our eyt;s.

The author, after an interesting

introduction of his discourse, pro-

ceeds to give liis reasons,

. I. For administering baptism

by immersion only.

II. For confining this ordi-

nance to those who make a per-

sonal profession of faith and re-

pentance.

Before enterins: upon the arg;u-

ment, he however mentions the

principles by which all reasoning

in this case is to be tested.

But before I enter on a discussion of
the points, it is needful we should agree
on some rule of judgment, which being

on both sides acknowledged dwterminaie,
will supersede the necessity of all farther

appeal. This rule is laid down by tho

prophet Isaiah, viii. 20. " To the law
and to the testimony ; if they speak not

according to these, it is because there is

no light in them." To suppose the

scriptures inadetiuate to the instruction

of man, is to impeach both the wisdom
and justice of iheir Airthor ; and the two
following maxims, formed on the suffic-

iency of Scripture in matters of religion,

appear to be not only safe, but necessary,

to those who take part with the great

Chillingworth, and say, The Bible, the

Bible is the religion of Protestants.

1. Nothing is or can be a part of

christian worship, which is not recom-

mended either by precept or example, in

the holy Scriptures.

2. It is a sin against God, to live in

the neglect of that which we find'recom-

mended to us in his word.
" I will close this observation in the

words of Dr. Owen, who says, " The
main of the church's chaste and choice

affection to Christ, lies in their keeping

his institution and his worship, according

to bis appointment. The breach of this

he calls adultery, and whoredom, every

where. On this account those believers

who really attend to communion with

Jesus Christ, will receive nothing, prac-

tise nothing, oWn nothing, in his wor-

ship, but what is oi his appointment."*

Now we must be permitted to

remark, that to us these few sen-

tences come to the very nucleus

of the case between us and our

Pedobaptist brethren. If they

could be once established in their

full authority, the argument might

be brougiit to a very speedy issue.

If the Bible be the only rule, and

if there be neither a precept ror

example for infant baptism in the

Bible, then must infant baptism be

evidently without any support

whatever. Antiquity, and coun-

cils, and Fathers, and inferences,

and Abrahamic covenants, are

too weak to uphold it. And we
really look for the prevalence of

our peculiar views of this subject,

not so much from arguments on

baptism, as from the universal a-

doption of the principle of Chil-

lingworth.

* On Communion with God—in Booth's

Pajdobup. Exam. vol. i. p. 34.
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Mr. Pearce then proceeds to

show wliy we believe immersion

essential to baptism.

1. Hecaiise immersion is the

primary si;>;uil\cation of the word.

2. From the phraseology used

in the accounts of primitive bap-

tism.

3. From the nature of the

places chosen for the purpose of

baptizing.

4. The representation which is

given of baptism in the New Tes-

tament, can agree only with the

act of immersion. Here the au-

thor goes into some interesting

liistorical details for the purpose

of showing in what manner the

primitive mode of administering

the ordinance became abolished,

and the new one substituted in its

place.

This brings us to the second head

of the discourse, in which the au-

thor proceeds to justify the limi-

tation of this ordinance to persons

professing faith and repentance :

Because,
1st. We can find no divine

command for baptizing any other

subjects.

2d. Nor doth the Bible afford

examples of any other persons re-

ceiving baptism. And,
3d. AVe conceive that the great

end for which baptism was insti-

tuted, can be answered in no
other subjects whatever.

In discussing these topics, Mr.
P. adduces all the passages which
record the administration of bap-

tism, and also the most remark-
able of those on which those chris-

tians rely who practise the bap-

tism of infants. He also adduces
several of those passages from tlie

Fathers which tend to tiirow any
light upon the origin of infant bap-
tism in the early ages of the

church. The closing paragraphs
arc worthy the serious attention

of every serious inquirer.

But leaving what has bonn said to

your serious recollection, 1 conclude with
• few remarks.

1. If a divine coinmand, or apos-

tolic example, be essential to direct eliris-

tian wor.shi|i, then infant baptism \» no

part !){' cbrislian duly, but u mere tra-

dition.

i>. If infant baptism be anti-seriptii-

ral, \vliat(!vrr respect we bear to indisid-

nal.<, or societies who retain the i)ructice,

it becomes the real friends of Christ, per-

sonally to bear witness a-^ainst it, by
publickly dodicatjiif; tliemselves to him
in his appointed way.

3. If a publick dedication to Christ

be calculated to honour our divine Mas-
ter, the candidates for baptism tliis niorn-

iuK have a claim on your respect, and their

conduct is worthy of your iniltalion.

4. If baptism be a professiini of

faith in Christ, and subjection to him,

let us be chiefly concerned for person-

al religion—without this our professicyi

is vain—nor let us rest here, but rei«em-

bering that the vows of the Lord are

upon us, be careful to walk worth}- our

high vocation ; amiable in our tempers,

pure in our conversation, and upriglit in

our conduct, ever ready to do good, and to

commuuicate ; let us end(!avour as much
to excel in true morality, as we beheve
we are more scriptural in this positive

institution.

The work of Mr. PEXGiLLyisof
a different character from the ser-

mon, though both of them travel

over mucli the same field. Mr.
P's pamphlet consists of quota-

tions of all the passages in the

New Testament which refer to

the subject of baptism, arranged

under different heads, with brief

expositions, and the opinions of

various commentators upon their

sense, attaciied to eacli. The
words of scripture are inserted in

full, and hence it may be called,

with appropriateness, a Scripture

Guide to Baptism. Its expositions

seem to us sound and considerate,

and it is in every respect a val-

uable little manual. Most of the

quotations are from Booth's Fas;io-

baptism examined, and titerefore

it may be of service, especially to

those wlio are not in possession of

that work. To analyze it wouid be

impossible ; we can ouiy give a

specimen of the author's writing,

which we will take from the intro-

duction, and which will give a
very, fair view both of the plan
and spirit of the book.
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This little work, Christian Readnr,
is drsij;ned for such persons, and sticli

only, as readily admit the following im-
portant sentiments :

—

1. That the Scriptures of the Old
and New Testaments contain tlio only
revealed will of God.

2. That whatever God enjoins on
his people in his word, they arc bound
by irresistible obligations to perform.

3. That men are not at liberty to

alter, in any one respect, the appoint-

ments of God.

4. That Baptism and the Lord's
Supper are the two only ordinances, or

positive institutions, of the New Testa-
ment ; and that it is consequently tlie

bounden duty of all who profess to be

the disciples of Christ solemnly to ob-

serve them, and to observe them in that

way which the word and example of
Christ authorize.

I shall now suppose. Reader, that

one of these ordinances, viz. Baptism, is

that subject which at this time employs
your serious attention ; that you are de-

sirous of knowing the will of Christ re-

specting it, and for that purpose, of read-

ing and examining the whole which the

Scriptures contain in relation to it. You
would not probably be able to turn readi-

ly to all those passages which pertain to

the subject of your inquiry, as they are

interspersed through almost the whole of

the New Testament, and to assist you in

this respect is the principal design of tint
pamphlet.

I shall therefore in the following pa-
ges transcribe every passage and "verse
of Scripture that relate to this ordinance,
and lay them before you in their purity
as I here find them ; that without trouble
or loss of time, you may read and exam-
ine for yourself the whole that it has
pleased God to communicate for our in-

struction and direction on this subject.

In a few notes, printed in a smaller
type, I have humbly endeavoured to
point out what 1 conceive to be taught
us in the passages here transcribed, la
these notes I have written under the im-
pression of my accountability to the
'righteous Judge, and am not conscious
that I have, in any one place, given a
sense different from what was intended by
the Holy Spirit and that this may be
the more evident, I have subjoined a con-
siderable number of extracts from the
writings of eminent Divines, who held it

different view of this ordinance, bnt who
have candidly acknowledged what prac-
tice has the authority of the word of
God, and what has not. The Reader is

exhorted, however, (while he peruses
the notes, and these citations from differ-

ent eminent authors, intended to illus-

trate the text,^ not to allow his mind to
be influenced, or his practice governed,
by any human authority, but by the
WORD OF GOD aloue, which shall here be
fully and plainly laid before him."

MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE.

ThiJ' following Letters from Messrs. Hough and Lawson, contain the latest iritclh-

genee we have received concerning the state of affairs in Burmah. We have
been hoping, and yet almost dreading, to hear of the situation of our Missionaries
at Ava. VVhen we remember that the government there is despotick and cruel,

we are alarmed for the safety of our friends. But when we also remember the
nature of that cause in which they have been so long engaged, and the remarkable
interposition ofProvidence which our brethren at Rangoon experienced, we are not
without some hope that God has preserved them.
We trust, that whatever tidings may come, the supporters of the Mission in

Burmah will be prepared for it. Should we hear that the Missionaries are living,

and actively employed in their labouis, it will be our duty to thank God and
take courage ; and should we learn thht they have been removed to a better

world, we must bow with submission to the divine will. Whatever affecting

events may have taken place, we are persuaded that the labours of Mr. Judson
and his associates will not be lost ; that other effective instruments will enter into

their labours ; and that the inhabitants of Burmah will eventually participate in

the blessings of Christianity. Ed.

BTTRHXAII.

Seramporc, Feb. 9, 1825.
Rev. and dear Sir,

My last letter written in May, gave

you the information that war had taken

place between the Honourable East In-

dia Company and the Bunnan dominions,

and that Rangoon had been captured and

occupied by the English troops. After

this event, every means was used by Sir

A. Campbell, the commander in chief,

to induce the inhabitants to return and

resume their f«rmer occupations under
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the protecHon of the Brilisli Govern-

ment ; bill I am Borry to siiy, witliout

success. Since the capture of Rangoon,

Mergu, Tavoy, and Martaban, have suc-

cessively fallen into the hands of the

English; and in these places, a greater

proportion of the inhabitants have, as

I learn from the papers, returned as sub-

jects of the new authorities. The island

of Chidubn is also under the British flag.

While Rangoon and the other places on

the sea coast remain occupied by the

forces which entered the dominions by

that quarter, two other armies are pene-

trating them, one from Chittagong, and

the other from Assam. The ultimate

object of these forces is the Capital,

which they will probably reach in two or

three months. The Burmans appear re-

solved to defend themselves to the last,

and although they have not been success-

ful in a single instance, but on the con-

trary, have fallen by thousands, yet it

cannot well be supposed that the rulers

of the nation will yield until A-ma-ra-

oora shall be captured.

After the taking of Rangoon, we were

wholly deprived of missionary work, un-

eomfortably situated in the midst of the

camp, and put to great inconveniences

for the want of vegetables and fresh pro-

Tisions. The Burmans having all evac-

uated the town and adjacent country, the

bazar of course disappeared with them.

I remained until the 8th of November,

and when I came away, provisions both

salt and fresh bore the most enormous

prices—sheep, brought there by vessels

from Calcutta, were selling for 15 and

20 dollars a head, fowls for 3 and 4 dol-

lars ; fresh and salt fish bore a propor-

tional price. Such being our situation,

we concluded to go to Bengal, and wait

until publick affairs should assume a

more peaceable aspect. Mr. and Mrs.

Wade left about the middle of Septem-

ber, I left the 8th ofNovember.

It will be to you, as it has been to me,

a painful consideration, that not a single

word of intelligence has been or could be

gained from our friends at Ava. It is

now a year since Brother Judson has

written to me—Your last letter from him

probably bore the saint datp as his lost to

me. The only report which I have

heard is of foreigners generally at Ava,

and that they were iMijirisoncd.—Know-
ing the disposition of the Btirniun gov-

ernment, and remembering the treatment

which I received from them at the taking

of Rangoon, I cannot indulge any hop«

unmixed with fears. As we were, so

were they, and still are in the Lord's

hands. They may be spared and carried

through many difficulties.

So soon as there shall be any prospect

of a termination to the war, or even a
settled state of things in the lower prov-

inces, I sJiall return.—Then a wider field

for missionary labours will be opened,

and a more extensive prospect of success

presented.

A vessel is now coming up the river

from Newbury-poit. I hope to give you
further information by her return.

I remain. Rev. and dear Sir, verj
faithfully and respectfully yours,

GEO. H. HOUGH.
To Rev. Wm. Staughton,

D. D. Cor. Sec.

MR. LAWSON TO DR. BALDWIN,

Calcutta, Feb. 10, 1825-
My dear Sir,

I HAVE but just time to send a few
lines by a ship now dropping down the

river. By the Two Brothers, from New
York, I received a keg of dollars, 2100.

We have received no further intelligence

from our dear friends at Ava. I believe

the Burmuns will not be able to offer aa
effective resistance to the British troops

which are now entering Aracan. Ho^r
happy shall I be to be able to communi-
cate the news of peace, and how much
more so to be able to convey the pleasing

intelligence of the safety ofyour mission-

aries. We long, yet almost dread, to

hear from Ava. Our troops are near

Munnipore, and expect soon to reach

that place ; and we have an idea that the

first news from Ava, may come by way
of Munnipore. We constantly pray for

the Missionaries. God is ;ible to deliver.

Should they be finally saved, it will ap-

pear to us a most wonderful deliverance,

Br.andsister Wadearei.tillat Doorgapore

as is also Mis. Colman. Tlic latter has
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received a severe injury by the npscttinji

of a carriage, while superintending her

schools, but she is getting better.

I must conclude in haste, remaining

yours, affectionatolv, .

JOIIN LAWSON.

CAREV STATXOir.

MR. m'cOY to MR. WAYLAND.

Ciirey, 100 miles JV. W. nf Fort

Wayne. (Iiid.) May 23, 1825.

Dear Brother,

Those powerful effusions of the Holy

Spirit which induce us to call the effect

" a revival of religion," have greatly sub-

sided in our family. The last baptism

was on the 20th of March. One of our

pupils is a candidate for that ordinance,

and one of our nei<^hbours we trust has

e.xperieiiced a saving change. We have

deemed it proper to allow her time to

give evidence of the genuineness of her

hopes by her deportment, and to receive

instruction previous to baptism. The

whole number baptized since November

last, is 21 ; thirteen ofwhom are Indians,

wlio, with three formerly baptized, make

the number of natives now connected

with us by spiritual ties, sixteen.

Oar congregations from the neighbour-

ing natives increase, though they would

still be con,sidercd small in your place.

There is among them a growing atten-

tion to the Sabbath. A considerable

number who, till lately, knew not how to

reckon Sabbaths, have learnt to know

the day, and regularly appear at our

house, some bringing their children, who

are as neat in appearance as their

poverty will allow. Among them is a

Chief who is very punctual in his at-

tendance.

For some time, preaching has been

chiefly at our house. Tliis has occurred

partly in consequence of the unsettled

state of most of our neighbours, and part-

ly in consequence of my own imperfect

state of iiealth. Our customary course of

Sabbath services are the following. Be-

sides morning and evening prayers,

preaching in English commences at half
past 10, A. M. at the close of which, a
short address is made to the Indians. An
hour afterwards the Indians are assem-
bled. Wc sing a hymn in Putawato-
mic, and one of our Indian converts
prays, or I read a prayer myself One of
our christian pupils reads a portion of the

Scriptures, and another interprets a verse

at a time by my assistance. After which, I

give a lecture and exhortation through an

interpreter, or, by reading a written dis-

coinse. One of our Indian converts

makes the concluding prayer, and our

last hymn is also in their own tongue.

Later in the day we have Sunday School,

at which time our young converts hold a

prayer meeting among themselves, or

spend the time in hearing instruction

from me.

Tlie roving habits of the Indians abridge

their opportunities of receiving instruc-

tion, and produce evil consequences, be-

yond the usual calculations of those who
have not been allowed personal observa-

tion of them. To remedy which, no
pains or labour is spared by missionaries

to bring them into a settled state. Last

spring we had the satisfaction to discover

some improvement of farms commenced
among them. This season considerable

additions have been made to those, and

other persons are following a similar

course. Besides the additional improve-

ment at Mussequaga's Village, five miles

west of us, by the industrious part, ("the

more indolent having abandoned the plan

in preference to fencing against the cattle

of the others,^ nine families are settling

at different places from three quarters to

one and a half miles south of us—two

families about half a mile S. W.—and

seven families one and a half miles N. E.

To all these we are affording some assis-

tance in fencing and ploughing. Some

of our pupils are almost daily sent to aid

their friends and others.

With most of our neighbours both res-

olution and nerve are greatly paralyzed

by the pinchings of hunger. We some-

times encourage the labourer by telling

him, or her, to call at our house at the

close of the day's labour, and par-

ticipate in our evening meal. Af-
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ter all, very liltio, coiiiiiiiriitivcly

speaking, will be done l)y lliom lliis

season, nevcrlliclcss, then; are, ddubtloss,

favourable iiidicatioiis, and proinising be-

giniiini;s. To eneouragc them in raising

live stock, wo have soiuetiincs sold to

tliem for articles of their own nianufac-

turc, and soujotimes presented to tliein

hogs and a few cattle.

Most respectfully yours,

ISAAC M'COY.

MR. M COY ro MR. WAYLAND.

Carey, May 25, 1825.

Dear Brother,

The daily attention which we are re-

quired to give to our Indian neighbours,

as well as aid in the improvement of

their lands, add very materially to the

burthen of our labours, while, at the

same time, by these and other cares, our

opportunities of imparting religious in-

struction are greatly lessened. Brother

Lykins, by permission of the Board of

Missions, has been several months ab-

sent, though his return is now daily ex-

pected, so that brother Polke, brother

Sinewell and myself, are the only male

missionaries here.

In all business, and especially that of

a missionary ciiaracter, the several de-

partments sJiould bear a due proportion

to each other. Seventy scholars now be-

long to our school. Had we a competent

number of Missionaries, it would be de-

sirable to increase the school to one hun-

dred. More than that, we conclude,

would overcharge one establishment.

Buildings and farm should be in propor-

tion to other things. To maintain this

equilibrium in our affairs, we have en-

larged our farm to 203 acres, sometliing

more than half of which is pasture, and

we are now engaged in erecting a sub-

stantial grist mill, to move by horse pow-

er. This will cost us 500 or 600 dollars,

a portion of which sum we hope to obtain

from government ; but one third part, at

least, must be furnished by the mission.

In viewing our affairs, there is discov-

erable a distressing e.xception in relation

o missionaries. We have not half the

Sept. 1825.

nuMilier of missionaries that the extent of

the concern requires. On account. of

this deficiency, no department of ours

receives that attention that is desirable,

while nt the same liiue we sec with anx-

iety parts of the field while to harvest,

and none to thrust in the sickle. Thesa

remarks are not made as commendatory

of extraordinary exertions on th(^ part of

those alrcaily here, but with the express

design of inducing others to unite with

us. We are at a loss to say which is

most needed a male or female school

teacher, farmer, or mechanic. I do not

distinguish the minister, because here,

more than half his labours must be,

what in other places is called, temporal.

When we speak of tiioimas, you un-

derstand that we refer to an appendage of

this jMission among the Ottavvas, about

120 miles N. E. We have succeeded in

getting a smith-shop into operation at

that place, which proves to be a matter

of great convenience and encouragement

to the inhabitants, while two labourers

continue to assist them in improving

their lands. Brother Polke has visited

them twice this spring. The first time

an attempt was made by one of the op-

posing party from another part of the

country, to injure him. The fellow was
intoxicated, and without any previous

intimation of his design, was discovered

running from his wigwam towards our

house. Other Indians hollaed to give

notice of the danger, and many pursued

the madman to prevent him from execu-

ting his mischievous design. He ap-

proached within 15 yards of brother P.

who was standing in the yard before his

own door, when hailing to ra.'sc his gun
to fire at brother P. he was seized by

other Indians, and his gun forced from

him. The merciful hand of Providence

was very conspicuous in this affair, and

we feel under great obligations to Gosa,

a substantial Ottawa friend, whose exer-

tions on the occasion were truly praise-

worthy. Others afterwards repeatedly

apologized to brother P. for the affront

offered him, expressed their grief and

shame on account of it, and hoped the

like would not occur again.
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Strong solicitations continue to lie rc-

itcratoil by those Indians for the opening

of a school at thomas for the instruction

of their children, three of whom have

been sent hither to attend this school

until theirs shall bo commenced. The
opening of the school is delayed from no

other cause than the want of mission-

aries, and of some pecuniary aid. A
very favourable disposition to attend to

religious instructions continues to be

manifested by them, and some meetings

for divine service which brother P. held

amongst them, were very pleasant to

him.

Some cattle from the government

which had been promised to lliem this

spring, not having arrived, we feared the

delay would gi e rise to unpropitious

suspicions, and we therefore lent to two

principal men each a milch cow until

theirs shall arrive.

Notwithstanding all along there have

been some violent opposers in that quar-

ter, whoso opposition however was

never considered unconquerable, we
have ever since 1821, but especially lat-

terly, viewed the opening for missionary

labour there with the prospect of success,

the most conspicuous of any that we have

ever discovered in the Indian country.

On account of the scarcity of missiona-

ries we should probably, long since, have

abandoned that enterprise, had it not

been for favourable arrangements made
at the treaty of Chicago, by which the

annual sum of $1500 for the purpose of

Indian reform at that place, was to be

expended by the United States, by aid of

which, the burthen of supporting our es-

tablishment there, is greatly lessened.

With great esteem.

Your Serv't,

ISAAC M'COY.

MR. m'cOY to MR. WAYLAND.
Carey, June 27, 1825.

Dear Brother,

On the 12th inst. we were allowed I

the satisfaction of baptizing another I

yeung man, (white raan^ in our employ,
j

In my last, I mentioned the caSe of
|

an Indian female in our neighbourhood
;

of whose piety we indulged hopes. In
||

. Mr. 3PCoy,

matters of religion she was much oppo -

sod by her husband, who declared that if

she was baptized he would abandon her.

About this time he was attacked and
brought low, by disease. On a visit I

made him, I inquired if he would consent

to the baptism of his wife, to which he

would make no reply. On the morning

of the 12th inst. I renewed my request,

and ho consented. On the following day,

his wife called to inform us that

he had confessed much grief and shame

on account of what he had done. On
the 14th she was baptized. Her hus-

band entreated us to assist him to the

river, ;i mile and a half, to witness her

baptism. His request was granted with

fears that he was unable to bear the fa-

tigue of riding. In this, however, we
were happily disappointed. Our elderly

Putawatomie sister who was baptized on

the 23d of January last, has been the in-

strument of great good to this her coun-

try woman of wliose baptism I speak.

Our old sister is extensively known
among her nation, and is much respected

by them. We are pleased to find a

woman of her piety and influence im-

proving all favourable opportunities of

exhorting her people to love the Lord

Jesus.

It may afford you some satisfaction to

see a statement of the numbers, &c. of

our family made out on the 27th of May
^

as follows. Whole number of our In-

dian scholars 70—i. e. 46 males, and 24

females. Of these, there were present

35 males, and 20 females, 55—Absent 11

males and 4 females, 15—Present on the

mission premises, pupils 55, other Indians

in the family, 4—Missionaries (present,^

5—Children 6—Hired men, including a

mill-wright and hands with him, the

school teacher, and three hired men at

Tliomas, 10—in all, 80.

While we are gratified with the im-

provements which, in many respects,

have been made, and are making among
our neighbours, we deeply regret that

the destructive evils which arise from the

intercourse of the Indians with the white

settlements, are accumulating, and daily

j

crowding nearer to us. It is a fact

I

whicli we must not conceal, however
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j^&inful it may be to us to tell, and to

otiiurs to heur, that tiiu inoBt formidable

obstacles to the operations of our mission

arc daily increasing, and, at our present

stations, will continue so to do. From

those fields which, with our assistance

the natives around us arc making, we

know the owners must soon be removed.

Ardent spirits are obtained by them with

greater facility every year, and the morals

and wretchedness of those not within the

influence of the .mission are by no means

on the improving hand. We hope to be

instrumental in cherishing industry, and

aentimcnts of honor and religion as far

around us as we can actually extend our

labours, and thus inspire some with right

feelings which they may carry hence on

that dreadful day, when the Putawato-

mies, Miamies, and Ottawas, shall not

possess land cast of the Mississippi suffic-

ient for a man to set the sole of iiis foot

upon.

I entreat you not to misinterpret or

misapply these suggestions. The con-

templated Colony west of the Mississippi

will, we trust, furnish a safe retreat, a

permanent asylum to the homeless sav-

age. We believe that a circumstance so

auspicious to the cause of Indian reform

5283

has never appeared in tho proceedings of

our government as the proposition to

coloni^^c the Indians beyond tho present

encroachments of ihe whites, and under

llic fiiilhful pledges of our government.

With this permanent settlement of the

Indians in view, we should carry on ouf

niissicmary operations at our several os-

tablishincnts with increased energy, be-

cause we contemplate a comfortable

home, to which we can direct our pupils

as they shall severally complete their

education, and to which we may direct

all who wish to enjoy tlic advantages of

civilized life. Land improvements at

those establishments whicli have the ap-

probation of government cannot be lost

to the societies which at present occupy

them, and missionaries liave nothin;^

worse in prospect in relation to them-

selves, when the natives siiall be chased

from around them, than the exchanging

of temporary residences for those that

shall be permanent, where they may

grow old in their labours, and die in the

midst of their flocks.

Your Brother and

Humble Serv't,

ISAAC M'COY.

REIiiaiOUS INTEXiIiiaSNCE.

REVIVALS OF RELIGION.

MR. SABIN TO THE EDITORS.

Dear Sir, Westford, May 20, 1825.

It may not be uninteresting to some
«f your readers to liear of the prosperity

of the Redeemer's kingdom in this part of

his heritage. In Sept. 1822, I commenc-
ed my labours in the Baptist Church
and Society in this town. The church
contained about 40 persons. During
the first two years nothing special occur-

red. A good degree of union and broth-

erly love prevailed, and to this was ad-

ded persevering efforts to erect and com-
plete a convenient place for publick wor-
ship. The house, which is 40 by 44 feet,

is built of brick. At the conmiencement
«f my third year, the Lord met his people
in the sanctuary, and poured out his holy

Spirit upon the waiting congregation.

The increasing attention to publick wor-
siiip, the punctual attendance of the

church to their appointment, with the ad-

dition of many who had not before met
with them, were some of the first tokens

of the revival. Soon after, two females

came forward, who had entertained

hopes a fiivv years before, and were novf

willing to receive the ordinance of bap-

tism and to take an active part with the

people of God. The good work soon

spread into every part of the town. In

addition to our other meetings, it was
thought best to improve the intermission

in prayer and conlcrencc ; this was done

to good effect—One of which will long

be remembered. It was indeed a time of

refreshing from the presence of the Lord.

Notwithstanding the good order and har-

mony that prevailed at this and other occa-



284 lielig'mts Intelligence.

sions, yol tliR time passed awav so insonsi-

lily, tli;it not only llio inicrnii^sion, but

the period !illi)U('(l for tlio i-Ncrciscs in

till' ;itl» rnoon, to my siur^)ris»', were nearly

taken up. 1 made a iew remarks, and
closed the happy interview. t?oon after,

about the middle of Nov. nine more were
added by baptism. This ordinanee was
administered for the five sueeecdinfr Sab-
baths that I preached with them, it being
one halt' the time.

There has l)een a few restored and
some united by letter. The whole nimi-

ber that have united with the eliureh is

:50. Although the work lias been for

some months subsiding, yet a general
steadlii.stness prevails.

There has been a Female Missionary
Soeiety reecntly formed of 33 rnenjbers.

The Congregational society has shared
also in the cood work, and we under-

stand that about 2r. or 30 have united

with them, and some with the J.'etho-

dists. The adjacent towns, Jericho and
Fairfax, liave also shared in tlie good
work. Yours, &c.

A SABIN.

MR. DOWCF, TO THE EDITORS.

Raleigh, {JY. C.) June 24, 1825.

Messrs Editors,

In a late number of the Baptist Maga-
zine, there is an extract of a leller frcm a

gentleman of Moore County, which gives

some account of the revival of religion

in that vicinity. But as it only states a

few of the particulars, 1 have thought it

might be gratifying to some of your read-

ers to see a more circumstantial state-

ment of the work of the Lord among that

people. This revival ha.* bei ii < hirfly

confined to the congregation of Friend-

ship Meeting-Ilousc. The church for

many years was in a very lukewarm
state, under the pastoral care of Elder

Teague, who died in 1^23. The church

was in a very desolate situatiou. It

consisted of about 42 nLcnibcrs, who
met in a small and iiidifl'cn lit house of

worship. The settltmtnt was thinly in-

habited by persons in moderate circum-

stances, with a small porticn of lite rature,

and entirely averse to missionary labours

of any kind. But in Rlay, 1823, a Sab-

bath school was instituted, and although

its establishment was much opposed, yet

it increased to the number of about lliO

scholars and teachers. This school was
conducted with zeal and prudence, and
put to silence all opposition to it. Tlie

place of worshij) soon became too small to

contain the peojile. The inhabitants at

length built a large and commodious
house, in which the school assembled,

It was not nneomnion for many of tfio

scholars to recite by lieait fi.,ni 350 to
400 verses of scripture, with seme poetry.
They received faithful and afl'eciiona'te

admonitions from their superintendants,
and soon began to give evidence that
they were the subjects of serious impres-
sions. Some of them gave satisfactory

proofs of a (change of heart. Old mem-
bers of the church were ar( used fioin the

lethargy in whidi they had long slumber-

ed, End began to institute prayer meet-
ings and make religion the topic of con-

versation. A missionary spirit fired the

bosom of almost every one, and they

iormed a society auxiliary to the Stale

Missionary Society of IS. Carolina, and
raised from 50 to GO dollars. The desert

now began to blossom and produce its

tender I'ruit. Cliildren read the blessed

VNoid of Ciod, and adults flocked

into the chuich. Since that time, there

liave been between 70 or 60 added to

the church, and the work is still going
on. The old and the young Jiavc been
fubjects of this glorious w ork. But par-

ticularly those young persons who were
members of the school. At one time
throe perrons were baptized, each of
whom was over 10 years of age. But
the gathering in of private ntenibers is

not the only charactenstick which marks
this great woik. Frcm among those

who profess to have experienced religion,

five Jiiive dcvotc~d themselves to the

work of the ministry, three of whom arc

to be ordained cm Monday after the fifth

Sabbath in July next.

Yours truly,

1'. W. DOWCE

MR. MANNING TO THE PUBLISHERS.

Cornreallis, {K. S.) July 20, 1825.

Dear Friends,

I

Oi'R Association met at Amherst,
County of Cumberland, (Ts. S.J and the
season was uncon.nionly interesting.

I'he religious exercises were evangelical,

and the prayer meetings at 5 o'clock each
mon.ing, v\ ere, I think, the most solemn
levcrkntw. The attention among all

orders of soeiety was astonishing, and
people came seven miles to attend the

' prayer lueetings. At the close of ourde-
I lightlul Association, a message was de-

j
livercd by brother Joseph Crandall, minis-

ter of th( Baptist church in Sackville, Kew-
' Brunsv\i< k, to brother Din.mock, broth-

er 1. S. Harding and mysdf, to meet the

I church in Sai kville, to deliberate on the

I

expediency ol ordaining one of their

I members to the work of the gospel min-

j

istry. A( c(.rdii.gly we attendeO at r.inc

1 o'clock on 'VVetinesday, the S'Jtli of Juntj
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Mid heard brother Williiiin Scars prcnt^h n

from 2il Cor. iv. (i. Tho churc^li and
|

coiiiK'il vvero ut' ()i)iiiioii tliat it wiis lor
|

the s''>ry of (ii)il tliiit tlio caiididiite

shouM bo <)r(bi'mi;d. The piiblick \v('ru
jj

informed th.it at 3 o'clock, P. M. wo were

to moot asain to attend tlio ordination.
I

At which lime a nn.norous concourse at- ^

tendi'd. IJrothcr Harding made the In- |i

tro(kictory Prayer, and hrotlior E. Man-
nini; |)ro,i"chcd on the occasion, from Col.

.1st chapter and part of the 7tli verse

—

' Wlio is for you a faitidul minister of

riirist.' The usual quesiions were asked

by broliior Harding. Consecrating Pray-

er, by brother Davis. Cliargo, by brolJi-

er Diuiinock. Right Hand of FcHowship,

by brother Crandail. Concluding Prayer,

by brodier U.dl, licentiate : And we
parted, rejoicing tliat the Lord had called

anotiier faithful niinisti'r to bear his name
to his Geiiiile fellow sHuiers. May
many ntore bo raised up to blow the gos-

pel trumpet.

] am yours in Gospel bonds.

EDWARD MANNING.

MR. AVERILL TO MR. SHARP.

Woodville, (JV. Y.) July 26, 1825.

Dear Sir,

Enclosed is a copy of the Minutes of

our Association at its last session.

The Lord has granted us a shower of

divine grace in this place. Since March
last, 1!) have been added to us by baptism,

and 1 by letter. Our number now con-

sists of 79 members, vvliich little more
than three years ago was only 30, and
those very weak. Indeed, we may say

in looking around us. What hath God
wrought ! Thanks to tlie Baptist Mission-

ary Society ofMassacliusetts, under God,
for our prosperity. O, my dear brother,

we can never be sufficiently thankful for

tlie aid you h.ive aflbrded us. I hope,

however, we shall ever feel grateful to

Heaven for the favors shojvn us through
your instrumentality. 1 intend to make
returns of three months' labour in employ
of the Board as soon as possible.

Yours, &c.
ASA AVERILL.

BAPTIST CONVENTION FOR THE STATE OF
RHODE-ISLAND, AND ITS VlCINrTY.

On the 12th of May last, a meeting
was held, agreeably to a previous notice,

at tlie Vestry of tlie First Baptist fli^cting

House in Providence, for the purpose of
forming a Baptist Convention for tliis

State. The meeting was addressed by
several brethren, who explained the na-

ture and designs of the proposed Conven-

tion, gave a view of tho gretit need of
such an institution in this State, and urg-

ed its immediate Ibnnalion. It was re-

solved, that such a conv( nlion b(! organ-
ized, and a Constitution was read, which,
after some discussion, w as acc( ptcd.

To aliord a furth( r o| porliiimy for de-

lilx r,iliou on this sulijicl, the Conv< ntion
adjouiiicd, to iiKcl again in i'ro\ ideiice,

on the first Thins lay in August.
On tlie 4th inst. the Convention met,

agreeably to adjournment. 'I'he Consli-

tutioii WHS again read, and ulUr lecciv-

ing some modilicatioiis, was adoptid.

[By this Const'iuiion, the objects of
the Con\enlioii are declared to be the

promotion of Missions, foreign and do-

mestick, and to aid in the education of
young men called to the work of the gos-

pel ministry.]

The Convention proceeded to the
election of olficers, and the following
gentlemen were chosen :

Rev. Stephen Gano, President.
Rev. David Benedict, SecrctarT/.

Hugh II. Bkown, Treasurer.

Rev. Messrs. William Gcnuui 11, Flavcl
Shurtleft", Nicholas Lranch, Silas Hall,
Peter Ludlow, jun. Alva Woods, Bartlett

Pease, John C. Welch, John Allen, and
Elbridge Gale; Nathan Waterman, jun.

Esq. und Seth Hunt, Mantigers.
Resolved, That 15 ev. Messrs. David

Benedict, Samuel West and William
Camuiell, be a Committee to prepare a
form of Constitutions for Auxiliary So-
cieties ; to endeavour to oiiginatc sucli

societies in those paits of the State,

wliicli are destitute of stated n.inisters ;

and to pro< urc contributions generally to

the funds of the Con\c nlion.

Rcsvlvcd, That Rev. Peter Ludlow,
ji;n. be ;ipj oint( d to preach at the next
Coiivcntitn, III April.

Resolved, lhat we will encourage the
publication of a religious newspaper,
under the direciion of the Loord, as soon
as circunistanc( s will w arrant it.

The Ccmtntion then adjourned. Tlie
most fraternal spirit puvaikd during its

scssicn ; and it is hoped that a coiics-

ponding zeal will pren-pt our brethren
throiigliout the State anti its vicinity, to

unite in the supj.ort of a mtasure so long
needed, tmd so iuispicious to the interests,

of piety among us. May the Lord, who
has smiled cn its ccn.nx ncmient, gra-
ciously prosper all the etiorts of the Con-
vention, and employ it as on instruinent

to enlarge the empire of our Reee< mer.
[Ch. Jlalchman.

seramforf—east indies.

An account has been in publick cir-

culation within a few weeks past, that
the large Mission House at SerampoiB
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has been dcslroycd by the unexampled
rise of the Gan;;i's, and tliat many tlious-

ands ol" the hih:ibitants in that vicinily i

have perished by the inundation. But
!

as we have no anthentie information, '

we cannot voucli for tiio trulli oftiiis re- !

poil. Should this ini'laiicholy statement
prove to be tine, we sliail probably be able

to give the partieuiars in our next Num-
ber.

Departure ofMr. and Mrs. Board-
man for Burmah.

In our last Number we brouglit into

view tiie considerations which influenced

the Committee for Foreisn Missions to

send out additional Missionaries in the

present agitated condition of the Birman
!

empire. We also mentioned the solemn
and affecting interest which their pres-

ence excited at our monthly missionary

prayer meeting in Boston. It only re-

mains fijr us to state that their journey to

Philadelphia, in company with Rev. Dr.

Holies of Salem, was peculiarly pleasant,

and attended with some circumstances

that seem ominous of good to the

mission.

Ill the city of New York, every atten-

tion was pa-id to Mr. and Mrs. B. The
ladies, with their accustomed tenderness

and generosity, collected money, books,

and such other articles as tiiey thought
would add to the comfort of the Mission-

aries. On Saturday evening, a prayer
meeting was held in the Baptist Church
in Mulberry street, at the close of which.

a collection was taken for the Forcigu
INIission. Members of different Baptist
Cliurciics in New York manifested a
ious concern for the salvation of the
eatlien.

After the labours and enjoyments of
the Sabbath, our respected friends pro-
ceeded to Piiiladeijhia, where tliey

found several bn iliren awaiting their ar-

rival. A publick meeting was held, on
wJiich occasion, an address was deliver-

ed by the Assistant Secretary ; other

ministers took a part in the devotional

exercises. Here also a collection was
taken at the close of the meeting. The
nature of the services was Buch, as to

induce a hope, that systematic, vigo-

rous, and united measures will soon be
taken by christians of our denomination
in Philadelpiiia, for the support of the

missionary cntcritrise. From the well

known characTer of the captain and super-

cargo, we confidently believe, that every
thing will be done which can contribute to

the happiness ofthe missionarieswhile they

are on board tlic asia. Could they ad-

dress their fellow christians in the United
States, they would sny, " Brethren, pray
for us, that the word of the Lord may
have free course, and be glorified, even as

it is with you. And that we may be
delivered from unreasonable and wicked
men, for all men have not faith." Let
us feel and act as though we heard them
making the request. Let us strive to-

gether in our prayers to God for them,

that he would open unto them a door of

utterance to speak the mystery of Christ

among the heathen.

OBZTUAR7.

MRS. EUNICE NICHOLS.

DiEK in C'aiiibridgc, Aug. 4th, 1825,

Mrs. Edmck Nichols, aged bO years.

Seldom have we seen more of the tri-

umphs of faith, the fervency of love,

and the patience of hope, than have been

manifested in the last years of this pious

female.

Mrs. N. had been called to drink deep

ofthe cup of affliction. She had been

twice married, and had followed both ot

her husbands and seven sons to the grave.

One daughter only survives her.

These visitations of divine Providence,

as might be supposed, produced a degree

of gloom and melancholy on lier mind ;

(he world appeared empty and vain, and
this she mistook for a triumph over it.

Believing herself to be religious, be-

cause the world had lost its charms, she

made a profession of religion ; and for

upwards of thirty years remained in a

state of f-ecurity. Fiarly in the year

1821 her mind was seriously awakened
to a sense of her condition. She was led

to inquire whether all was well ; and she
was soon convinced that she was in the
gall of bitterness and bond of iniquity.

She was now brought to see what she
was before ignorant of, that her ' heart

;
was deceitful above all things, and des-

' ])erately wicked;' and that unless cleansed

: and puwfied by the blood of Jesus, she

I

could not be saved. Her convictions

j
were pungent, and her distress great

;

; but it was not of long continuance. It

' pleased the Lord to manifest his mercy

}
to her and give her a good hope through

j

grace.

This hope was as joyful as her convic-

j tions had been distressing ; and she
i spake with rapture to ail wiio visited her

of the blessedness ofthe hope which she

had experienced. This joy was not

trunsieiit, it abode wjth her for mouths
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uud years, and indeed but with a few

short intervals, to the dose of her life.

She would often spi^dt with peculiar sat-

isfaction ofth(5 rieluis ol'tliat grace which
had been niitnifeHtud towards her in

the eltnentli hour of hor life. To
a person who suggested that Bhe had
been a christian for 40 years; she repli-

ed, • I am not indeed positive lliiit I

know now what real religion is, but of

this one thin;,' 1 am sure, 1 never knew
what it was before.'

She soon be^jaii to turn lier attention to

the subject ol prolessing Clirist before

men, and to examine christian baptism.

Tliough aged, hei eye-siglit was still

good, and her menial powers strong

;

she road much, and the result was a

firm conviction from the Nevv Testa-

ment, that believers ought to bo baptized

i.n water, in the name of tiie Father, &c.
She made this known to her friends, and
was informed by some, that it would b(!

presum()tion for a person of her age and
infirmities to go into tiie water, that it

might cost her lier life, that there was
but a step between her and deatli.* To
all this she replied with firmness, ' If I

have but one day to live, that day ought

to be spent in obeying the commands of

my Lord and Saviour? In the course of
the summer, she offered herself to the

Baptist church in this town, and was re-

ceived. On the ]i)th of August, 1821,
she was baptized on a profession of her

faith, and received the fellowship of the

church, and joined with them in the

ordinance of the Supper. Slie suffered

no inconvenience in attending the exer-

cises of this interesting day ; but seemed
to gather strength, and went on her way
rejoicing. Mrs. N"s health was so poor,

and her residence so remote from the
meeting of the church, that slie could at-

tend publick worship but seldom ; but
when she did, it was a feast to her soul.

She, however, set up a prayer meeting
in her own house, wliicli was regularly

attended once a fortnight, until near the

close of her life.

In these little meetings she enjoyed
much ; and frequently said to her relig-

ious friends who spake of wearying her
by their continual coming, ' O, no, I am
refreshed both in body and mind !'

Her asthma terminated in a dropsy;
and she suffered mucli in several of tiie

last months of her life. But here the
Lord was pleased to magnify the ex-
ceeding riches of his goodness, by afford-

ing her the comforts of his lioly Spirit.

Her resignation and patience we're great.
She would sometimes express a fear that
she should dishonour God by being im-
patient ;

' Let me bear with patience,'

* She had be-'u afflicted for a number
of years with a distressing asthma.

she would say, ' what my heavenly
Father sees fit to lay upon mo ; how
much my Saviour has borne for me '.'

She would sp<'ak with satisfaction oi'

the heavenly inheritance as consisting in

holy enjoyment. When her I'astor oncu
observed, on witnessing her distress,

that there remained a rest for the people
of <io(l, and that th(M'e would b(^ no pain,

or distress, or sorrow there, she added
with enipliasis, ' and there shall be no
sin !'—When prayers were to be offered

for her, she would say, ' Never mind this

poor frail body, pray for the liglit of
(jod's countenance.'

In the last interview which the writer

of this had with her, she observed, ' I

am just entering the valley of the shadow
of death.' I asked, ' how does the pros-

pect appear to you ?' ' O glorious,' wa!<

the reply.

When death was advancing with hasty
strides, she appeared to have her soul

filled with divine comfort. One of the

deacons, calling on her after she was
struck with death, she took him by the

hand and observed, ' I am entering the

pearly gates of heaven.' And there ap-

peared so much of heavenly joy in her

soul, and such a desire to depart and be
with Christ, that he observed on leaving

the room, ' I see the propriety and force

of the Poet's declaration,

•The chamber where the good man meets his fate

• Is privileg'd beyond the common walk
* Of virtuous life,7ui'«in the verge of heaven.*

Cambridge, £ug. 12, 1825. B. .1.

DEDICATION
Of a Baptist Meeting-House, and Const/^

tution of a Church.

On Wednesday morning, Aug. IG, a new
and commodious Meeting-House was
opened at Scituate, (Mass.J The servi-

ces were introduced by a song of praise

Rev. Amos Lefevre prayed, and Rev.

Daniel Sharp, of Boston, preached from
Ecclesiastes, v. 1. " Keep thy foot when
thou goest to the house of God, and be

more ready to hear, than to give the

sacrifice of fools."—In the afternoon a

Church was constituted, consisting of

twenty-eight members. Rev. Willard

Kimball commended this infant church

to God by solemn prayer ; Rev. Benja-

min Putnam, uf Randtdph, preached an

appropriate discourse from Matth. v. 13.

" Ye are the salt of the earth." Rev,

Mr. Sharp presented the Right Hand of

Fellowship, and the Rev. Mr, Conant, of

Marshfield, made the Concluding prayer.

The meeting-house was crowded to over-

flowing ; the services were solemn and
affecting ; and a hope is indulged that

religious impressions were made on the

minds of some, that will hot soon be

eradicated.
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3>OX7A.TION-S, &c.

Fourth Quarter's return of the Ai;c.nt of
the General Convention, to the Trcas-

nrcr.

Pcv Foreign Mtuioni.

reb. 13. By the hand of Dr. Smith, Treas. of the

Uppervillo Missiun. See. coUeclcil

by Mrs. Bailey, - - - 7.00

March I . „ Mrs. F. B Grecnhow, Richmond,

(Vi ) fur Biirtn.in Mission, - 1,00

18. „ Sheldon Norton, ;Pa.) - - 1,00

April 10. „ the Uiiperville Missiim. Soc. fVa )

band of John L Dags, - - 6,28

„ Ebenezer Soc for Miss, and Education

purposes, (Va.) b^nd of the same, 10,00

„ Mrs. B'jrdick'ft collection, (see sum-
mary for April,] - - 175, 16

dols. 300,44

Dome/tick Mitthni.

By the hand of Susan Ambrose, from
the Sutton Fern. For. & Dom. So.

ciety, (N. H.) . - . 3,00
„ the hand of Dr. Smith, Treas. of

the Uppcrville Miss. Soc. (Va.)

collected by M^s. Bailey, - 7.00
„ the Upperville Miss. Soc. (Va.) band

of John L. DagB,
„ Will. Dupree, hand of B. W. Lester,

i3-

April 16.

„ the Georgia' Association,

„ Mr. Burdick from Rev D. Dim.
mock's Soc. Montrose, (Pa.)

4,69
2,00

6 !0,00

3,84

dols. 670,53

For Central Purporei.

Feb. I. By dividend of Bank Stock, (Gregory

Legacy,) . . . 25,00
12. ,, the hand of John P. Finch, from the

Union Miss. Society, Mecklenburg
Co (Va.) - . - 50,00

March 28. the hand of Roliert Ryland, from the

Miss, and Education Soc. of Co.

liimbian College, . - 33.1*
April 8. „ tie Chester Female Mite Soc. (N. V.)

hand of Norman Knox, Esq. - 6,O0

„ the Caldwell and Warrenburg Female
Mite Soc. hand of the same, - 3,00

„ the Minerva Female Mite Soc. by do. 2,00
26. ,. the Ebenezer Soc. for Miss and Edu-

cation purposes, (Va.) per John L.

Dagg, .... 38,6g
..Wm. Helms, hand of John L. Dagg, I5,O0

28. „ the Baltimore Miss. Soc hand of

Rev. Mr. Healy, - . 30,00

dols. 202,81

For Education Plirpotej.

Mareh Z8. By the hand of Robert Ryland, fronubc
Miss, and Education Soc. o£ Co-
lumbian College, . . lOO.CO

April 26. „ the Uppcrville Mission Soc. (Va.)
by John L. Dagg, . . 22,17

28. ,, the Baltimore Miss. Soc. hand of
Rev. Mr. Healy, - . 70,00

dols. 192,1 7
Total, dols. 1365.95. ——

.

The receipt of the foregoing return is hereby duly ac-
IIEMAN LINCOLN, Treat.knowledged by,

Jiccount of Moneys reeeived by the

Treasurer of the Baptist General
Convention of the United States.

182S.
June 27.

,
Roth H herd, 1. „ r- 1 .5'

f by Mr. E. Lincoln, "
,
Is'jbella Duncan, y ,5'

From Fem. Mite Soc. Wells, (Me.) by
Mrs. Betsy Barrow, Sec. . 6,12

28. „ the Male Bap. Prim. Sec. of Bloom.
held, (Me.) from Mr E. W.Free
man. Agent, ... 13,75

„ the Fem. Bap Prim. Soc of Bloom-
field, (Me ) Lydia Emery, Sec. 12,37

July 2. „ James Lcring. Esq. Treas. of the

Boston Bap. For. Miss. Soc. - 600.00
Jot.as Evans, - - - S.OO

SO
50

William Inglefiby. Esq Charleston,

(S. C.) for For. Miss. . 50,00
Sundry individuals in the Meredith,

(N. H.^ Association, by Rev.

Stephen Pillsbury,

27. „ the Aux. Soc of Saratoga. Wash-
ington Co. (N Y ) Rev. Mr. Har.
rington, 1 reas. - - 1

the Saratoga Association, (N. V.)

Aug. 16. „ the Whately Bap Fern Miss. Soc.

by Electa Smith, Cor. Sec.

19. ,. James Wilson, Esq. of Worcester,

Burmao Mission, by Dea. James
Loring, ... 10,00

Aug. 6, „ the yr ung ladi. s of Bradford Acad.

emy. for the Judson Sotiety.by

the hand of Miss Sarah Kimball, 8,CO

HEMAN LINCOLN, Treat.

The Treasurer of tlio Bengal Chris,

tian School Society, acknowledges the

receipt of sixty dollars frrm h'dies in

Nevvburvport, through Capt. Wills, by
Rev. D.'Sharp.

5,00

20,00
lO.CO

4)00

MISSIONARY HYMN.

Thou, whose eternal word,
Chaos and darkness heard,

And took their flight,

Hear us, we humbly pray,

And wliore thy Gospel's day
Sheds not its glorious ray,

Let there be light

!

Thou who didst come to bring,

On thy redeeming wing.
Healing and sight ;

Health to the sick in rnind,

Sight to the inly blind,

O now, to all mankind,
' Let there be light

!

Spirit of truth and love,

Life-giving Holy Dove,
Speed forth thy flight

;

Moving on ocean's space,
,

Bearing the lamp of grace,

And in earth's d.irkest place,

Let there be light '.

Blessed, and Holy,
And glorious Trinity,

Wisdom, love, might,
Boundless as ocean's tide,

Rolling in fullest pride.

O'er the earth, far and wide.

Let there be light

!

Lon. Ev. Mag.

Erratum.

In No. 103, p. 2.12, line 16 from bottom, for ticcnty-four, read three orfour.
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NEW AND BEAUTIFUL EDITIONS.

Walker's Scliool Dictionary,

Confainin^, in aildilion to what \\2l* commonly been inserted in the

School Dictionaries, an ahridg'ment of Walker's Key to the Pronunciation

of Greek, Latin, and Scripture Proper Names. Printed on tine paper,

from new stereotype plates, and handsomely bound.

The Pronouncing Testament,

Pein? an edition of the New Testament, in which the proper name«

and many other words difficult to pronounce, are divided into syllables,

and accented agreeably to Walker's Dictionary and Classical Key. By
Israel Alger, jun. a. m. Price, 44 cts. bds.—50 cts sheep.

Q:^---- The great clemand for tlie Pronouncing Testament induced the proprietors to

obtain stereotype plates for the work, which enables them to furnish any quantities that

may be ordered. In many towns, the School OiumiKees have i;iven particular di-

rections for its introduction ; and the attaching^ of Walker's prouuncialiou to tlio

workis rendering the Testament a more universal companion in schools. It is difficult

to change early habits of pronunciation, which makes it important to acquire those,

that are correct. The Spelling Books which are now cnming into use, are founded

on the principles of Mr. Walker; and it cannot fail to be beneficial'lo have rcadifjg

lessons marked agreeably to the same principles.

The Pronouncing Introduction,

Being Murray's Introduction to the English Reader, with accents to

lead to a correct pronunciation, agreeably to Walker's system ; to which

is added an Appendix, contiiining a selection of words, with definitions.

(Xj"' Mr. Murray, in his English Reader, remarks, that " by attentively consulting

Walker's Pronouncing Dictionary, the young reader will be much assisted in his en-

deavours to attain a correct pronunciation of the English Languajre." This ol jcci is

in this publication, as in the Pronouncing Testament, greatly facdKaled, by dividing

and accenting the proper names, and numerous other words, according to the orthoe-

py coutained in Walker's Dictionary and Key.

The Pronouncing English Reader,
Being Murrr:j's Reader, accented ou a similar plan to the Introduction,

Testament, and Pronouncing Bible.

In this edition, the sections are divided into paragraphs of suitable length

for pach scholar in a class to read, which renders the book more convenient in schools ;

and a frontispiece is affixed, exhibiting W:ilker''s illustration of the rising and fulling

inflexions of the voice. The superior merit? of Murray's works entitle tboin to the

unrivalled circulation they have obtained in the schools of the United States. The
School Committee of Bo.-lon have approbated (he Pronouncing Inlro.Uiclion and
Reader, and directed those editions to be used in tke Publick Schools of the city.

The Elements of Aritlimetick,

By Question and Answer. Designed for the us« of the Younger
Classes in Pnidickand Private Schools. By James Robinson, jr. 12i cts,

fljf" The want of an Eleinontiiry Work on Arilhmetick, like the present, has lon^

been felt by great numbers o;' instructers and the vaiuablo little woik here present-

ed, it is believed, cannot fail to have an extensive ciiculuiion. It contains dcfuiilion-s

and rules, by Question and Answer, as being best suited to youiii; children practi-

cal questions precede each rule, to be answered menially, and a number of abstract

questions are added. The tables of addition, subtraction, multiplication, and divis-

ion, are printed in a form easy to be read.

Boalnn, March, 25, 1024.
" At a legal meeting of the School Committee this day;—Ordered—That Robin-

son's 'Elements of Arilhmetick, by Question and Answer,' be hereafter used by the
third and fourth classes, in the writing department of the publick Grammar and Wri-
ting Schools of this city." A true copy. Attest.

E. CLAP, Scc^jf of the Schooi Co-r.jmitle^.



THK

'Hie Publishers of this handsome stereotype editioii of the Pronouncing
Bible were sanguine of its success, and, in addition to the many rec<»m-

me.ndatious from Ministers, Instructers, Reviewers, and literary Gentle-
men, M-luch have been g;iven to the publick, they with satisfaction present
the following Literary Notices respecting its merits.

Froin the Gospel Advocate^ published in Boston,

Lincoln E<lmantls of Boston have just published the Holy Bible containing the
Old and New IVstanients ; the Proper Names of "which, and numerous other words,

be'iQg accurately accented in the text, and divided into syllables as they oujjht to be
pronounced according to the orthoepy of John Walker, as contained in his critical

pronouncinj^ Dictionary and Key to the classical pronunciation of Greek, Latin, and
.Scripture Proper Names. By Israel A)e:er, jr. A, M.
As the Bible contains tbc articles of uur faith, and the foundattoo of our beit hopes—as we have been arcuatomfd to read il

r'lvsclves, iini' li> Ite.ir others read U from childEioud, it would be natural to tupposc all are familiar with the correct pronuncia.

t ton of its language, as well as with it* iublime and heavenly doctrines. It is moreover too obvious to need illustration thai the

ri^bt understanding; of the Scriptures, depends much ua tbe manner la which they are read. Still, as oxlraordinary as the fact

may seem, it is no uncommon thing to witness, la our Schools and even from the pulpit, the ir.osi barbarous inaccurac^io the

vrununciation of many Scripture Proper Names. Wc thus allude to a fact indl«itlng this low slate, «t least. In one imporunt
department of Biblical Literature, for no other reason, than to propose a remedy for thp evil in the general use of xhv pronoun-
ring Bible. There is no doubt in our mind, that tbe evil woul l be speedily remedied, if scholars and families should hahituallf

read this edition of the Sacred Scriptures The editor deserves mucfrcredit for the fidelity with which he has 'ompleifd so la*

borious an undertaking : and the enterprising publishers deserve generous publicit patronage for this new proof of their efforts

to raise the standard uf American typography.

From the JVeto York Spectator'' for Juhj 21, 1825.
** The utility of an edition of the Bible upon the plan of this, must strike every well informed person upon a moment's re-

rti i tiiin. '1 Bible contains the rules and doctrines of our faith, and on it rests all thone hopes in regard tu the future, which
enable us to bear vtp with the afflictions incidLnt to and almost inseparable from this transitory life. And " next In value to

those things that help us to a correct ttnfierjtaiding of the ducutrents of our religion, are those which lead us tea i.uttv<.X t eading

vf U^rm." The difltculty of correctly pronouncing Scripture Proper Names, more especially in the Old Testament, is known and

f?lt (jy all Nor is inaccuracy of pronunciation confined to individuals and f^jiriliesof ncglrciod education, but may be often

covered in the pulpit. Of how much importance then is a work, which by being placed in our schools, in our Families, and In

our clos< ts, win lead to a uniformity of reading agreeably to the acknowledged standard of the Rcpublick of Letters. Nor does

itsimportance rcsihere. Correct pronunciation will have a tendency to m«rc correct reading in a more enlarged sense of the

word. In many instances error and heresy spring from Incorrect readings of the Sacred wrd The nearer therefore that

n unklnd can approach in correctly reading the Sacred Scriptores, the less will there be of discordant views and idle disputations.

With these views, amnni; others that might be suted, we cordially recommend this work to Schools and to families generally.

•* If each of the younger members of a family should be furnished with a Bible of this kind, and should unite daily after having

been duly instructed in the key, in readineby turns the Chapter preparatory to morning and emning prayers, they wouidsoon
acquire an accuracy and elegance *' rarely witnessed in the ordinary walks of life. The work has been faithfully executed by Mr'

Alirer, who in his Pronouncing Testament has fully demonstrated his qaalificatioos £or the task. The copy before us is a beau

tifirl octavo from plates stereotyped by T. H, Carter & Co. Boston.

For sale by LINCOLN & EDMANDS,
LincoMs Scripture Questions,

AVitI) the answers annexed, presenting a concise view of the history,

doctrines, and (liities exhibited in Scripture, the answers being given in

llie language of the Sacred Word. It is divided into 62 lessons, of conve-

nient length, and will be found useful in schools for Sabbath Lessons, and

in families for a catechetical exercise. 12| cts— 1 doll, per dozen.

The Biblical Reader,
Being copious selections from the Old and New Testaments, exhibiting a

connected view of the Sacred History, with questions for examination, and

practical reflections on each chapter, ornamented with numerous engrav-

ings, is in press, and will shortly be published in handsome style, furnish-

ing a new and veiy valuable Reader tor Schools and Academjes.

Christian Almanack for IS'SO.

This valuable work can be had of Lincoln & Edmands at §5 per hun.

1 .Lsh ; and it is hoped, that many who wish to extend its circulation, will

>tm(l their orders in season, and thus secure to it the advantage which an

curly publication is intended to give.


