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Since the last number of the Maga-

zine was issued, The American and

Foreign Christian Union has held its

Seventh Anniversary. We devote,

therefore, most of the pages of this

number to an account of it, and re.

spectfully request of our readers spe-

cial attention to the extracts of the re-

ports and various documents sub-

mitted.

We are just entering upon another

year. The history of the one just past

is full of encouragement. It is loaded

vsdth motives to increased activity in

the sacred cause in which the Society

is engaged. Why shall we stand at

the present point of attainment?

Truth is aggressive. The people of

God have a common bond of union,

and, in such an enterprise as our So-

ciety contemplates, there should be

an enthusiasm that nothing can quench,

till the grand design is accomplished.

Ministers and laymen, all, of all de-

nominations, we hope, therefore, will

give their prayers and efforts, in large

measure, during the current year,

that much more may be done in the

vast field given to the Society to culti-

vate than ever before.

THE ANNUAL SERMON.

The Annual Sermon, in behalf of

the Society, was preached in the Re-

formed Presbyterian ' Church, (Rev.

Dr. McLeod's,) on Twelfth street, Sab-

bath evening, May 4th, by_the Rev.

Professor T. W. J. Wylie, of Phila-

delphia, Pa., of the Reformed Presby-

terian denomination. It was an ap-

6

propriate and able discourse, founded

on 1 John 2 : 18.

The Board have requested a copy

for publication. In the mean time we
give the following outline of it, sub-

stantially as reported by the New- York
Tribune. It is but an outline, and can

not do justice to the original, yet it
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will serve to show the thoughts and

the Christian spirit that pervade it,

and the necessity and importance of

the great work the Society has under-

taken. The Professor said

:

*' An eloquent minister on a certain oc-

casion, after describing, in the most glow-

ing language, the loveliness of virtue, car-

ried away by his feelings, exclaimed, that

were Virtue to appear on earth in human
form all men would be so impressed with

admiration and love that they would fall

down and worship her. In the afternoon

of the same Sabbath his colleague, a man
of more sober views, referring to the

remarks which had been made in the

morning, stated somewhat as folio vvs:

* Virtue once appeared in our world in

the person of our Lord and Saviour Jesus

Christ, but, instead of worshipping her,

men hated, persecuted and murdered her.

What has been once we may expect

would be again, for human nature is al-

ways and ever the same.' It need not

surprise us, therefore, to find that a So-

ciety which has religion, virtue and truth

for its object, should meet with hostility.

Such was the malignity of the Infernal

Adversary that wherever he saw any

thing calculated to promote religious

truth, he directed against it all his evil

agencies. Indeed, so true was this, that

a good work not meeting hostility would

be wanting in one of the first evidences of

its excellence.

" Whatever was opposed to Jesus

Christ and his cause was Antichrist.

* There be many Antichrists,' said the

apostle. Heathenism was Antichrist; so

was Slavery; so was immorality, vice,

and error of all kinds. Whatever was

hostile to the true interests of men and to

the glory of God must be considered as

Antichrist; and in this view might we
especially look upon the Man of Sin and

Son of Perdition— the Papacy, as de-

veloped in its past history and present

aspects—and say emphatically that it was

Antichrist.

" In its object of opposing all that was

sinful, this Society was brought into im-

mediate and especial combat with that

enormous system of fraud and iniquity

which had so long trampled upon the

rights of men, and whose fell dominion

they were bound to use every means to

check, not only elsewhere but in our own
fair land, where^ by the providence of

God, those who could hardly be ap-

proached on their own soil were brought

within our teaching.

" It was his object to show that Popery
was eminently Antichrist; and in the

use of the term * Popery,' he did not -

mean to be offensive ; for as the followers

of Luther or of Calvin were designated

by his name, why should those who
claimed that the Pope was the great head

of their Church complain if they were to

be known by his name? It was only as a

matter of propriety that he used the ex-

pression. Antichrist was truly defined

as opposed to Christ in his three great

characters of Prophet, Priest, and King.

"How fully Rome met this descrip-

tion !

" First, as Prophet, she set herself and

her authority up in the place of God's

revealed word—she prohibited the read-

ing of the Scriptures, (except by special

permission, with such restrictions and

explanations as she thought fit to offer.)

To prove that this was no unfounded as-

sertion, he held in his hand a copy of the

Index of prohibited books published by

authority of the Pope at Rome, and which

had reached fourteen editions. Among
other books there named as prohibited,

was the Holy Bible. Christ says, ' Teach

the Scriptures ;' the Church says, ' You
shall not, except under certain conditions,'

and adds the threat, ' If any person shall

have the presumption to read it without

such permission, he shall not have abso^

lution.'

" The single fact that while in Europe

and in this country, editions of the Scrip-

tures have been published in all lan-

guages, not one in the modern and but a

few in the other languages have been

printed at Rome, shows how much the Ro-
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manists value the Bible. Even in this free

land, we found Archbishop Kenrick pro-

hibiting any one of his flock from having

the Bible in his possession, and orders all

copies to be brought to him. He did not

say what he did with them; but the

* Bible-burnings' throughout the country

told the tale.

*' Nor did we see Rome, while unwill-

ing to let in religious truth, aiding the

spread of scientific or other truths.

Among those prohibited books, which

he held a list of, were ' Milton's Paradise

Lost,' 'Robertson's History of Charles V.,'

and ' Hume's History of England,' with

other works which we were accustomed

to regard as standards. Thus it was, too,

that Galileo was obliged by the terrors of

the Inquisition to abjure the scientific

truth of the world's sphericity and re-

volving motion. Rome! would deprive us

of the light which God has given in na-

ture and in his holy word.

" In the second place, Popery was Anti-

christ, because it usurped the priestly

oflBce of Jesus Christ,who once died for our

sins, and offered himself a sacrifice, * once

and for all,' that we might be redeemed,

and who hath taken his seat on the right

hand of the Father to intercede for man.
" But Rome substituted for Christ her

own inventions. She taught her follow-

res to believe in the absurdity that the

wafer which they ate was the real flesh

and blood of the Saviour, and that as of-

ten as mass was performed the sacrifice

of Christ was repeated.

"Then came her doctrine of indul-

gences, invented to replenish her trea-

sury. The Apostle had well said that by
the deeds of the law no flesh could be

justified ; but the Church of Rome taught

that not only were saints justified them-

selves, but left behind them a surplus of

good works, which, collected together in

a vast treasury, could be distributed for the

justification of others. Of this treasury

the Pope held the key, and these surplus

good works were only to be obtained by

the payment of money; for, after all,

Rome's was the religion of money.
" Then there was her doctrine of the

intercession of saints, especially Maryola*

try. In a book which he held, written b^

St. Alphonso, it was stated: 'Mary is

omnipotent
;
for, according to all laws, the

queen enjoys all privileges with the king,

and she may enjoy power equally with

her Son: one is omnipotent by nature, and

the other by grace.' So, also, we found

a legend by St. Francis, describing a vi-

sion in which he saw two ladders reach-

ing to heaven. At the top of one sat

Jesus, and at the top of the other—

a

white one—Mary, his mother. He ob-

served that many who tried to ascend the

ladder at the top of which Christ sat,

failed, but when they attempted the white

ladder they succeeded, because Mary held

forth her hand to save them. What was

this to teach but that, Mary took the

place of the Saviour, and it was only

through her intercession— not the Re-

deemer's—that men could be saved.

" The Professor next dwelt upon the

evils of Monachism, in excluding from the

world those who, if sincere in their love

of virtue and hatred of vice, could do

much to sustain the former and check

the spread of the latter. He denied that

we owed to the monks the preservation

of learning or of science during the dark

ages. Even allowing that many valuable

manuscripts had been preserved by them,

it was rather by a ' happy accident' than

any appreciation which they placed upon

them,
" Lastly, he spoke of Rome as usurping

the kingly oflSce of Christ— the Pope

being acknowledged by her as the great

head of the Church—having the power

to pronounce as to what should be consi-

dered vice and what virtue—and as he

pronounced Romanists were required to

believe, at the risk of ' sinning against the

Church and losing their souls.'

"In conclusion, he impressed upon his

hearers that they should have no feeling

for the poor Romanist but that of love

;

while they hated his principles and his

errors, they should love the man himself,

make every exertion to spread before him
Gospel truth, and be unceasing in their

prayers for his conversion."
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THE ANNUAL MEETING.

The Seventh Annual meeting of the

Society was held in the Broadway

Tabernacle, May 6th, at half-past ten

o'clock, A.M., and was attended by a

crowded audience. The exercises, from

the commencement to the end, were

sustained with more than ordinary

spirit and enthusiasm. A deep im-

pression was made. A devotional feel-

ing was manifest, which promises the

happiest results.

We have attended many meetings

of great interest, but rarely, if ever,

any, where the speeches were more

appropriate, instructive, eloquent, and

effective, and the whole impression

better than on this occasion.

The Eev. Dr. De Witt, the Presi-

dent of the Society, occupied the chair,

and a large number of clergymen and

laymen were upon the platform.

The meeting was opened by singing

the hymn commencing

*' 0 for a shout of sacred joy

To God the Sovereign King."

The Rev. Dr. Hawes, of the Congre-

gational Church in Hartford, Connec-

ticut, read the thirteenth chapter of the

Book of Revelation, after which, the

Rev. Mr. King, of the Methodist Epis-

copal Church in Rockaway, Long-Is-

land, N. Y., led the audience in prayer.

Edward Vernon, Esq., the General

Agent, read the Treasurer's Report,

from which it appeared that the re-

ceipts for the year were $69,330.56.

The expenditures were $67,657.9L

An abstract of the Annual Report

of the Board of Directors was read by
the Rev. Dr. Eairchild, one of the Cor-

responding Secretaries of the Society,

which (somewhat abbreviated) we sub-

1

join to the notice of the annual meet-

ing.

On the motion of the Rev. Mr. Van
V echten of the Reformed Dutch Cliurch,

Fishkill, N. Y., seconded by C. C.

North, Esq., of this city, it was

Resolved, That the Reports, extracts

from which have just been read, be ac-

cepted, adopted, and committed to the

Board for publication."

The President then read a letter

from the Rev. Dudley A. Tyng, of the

Protestant Episcopal Church of Phila-

delphia, who was expected to have

spoken to one of the resolutions, excus-

ing himself from being present on ac-

count of illness.

The Rev. Mr. Leo presented the fol-

lowing resolution, (seconded by the

Rev. D. Dunbar of the Baptist Church

in this city,) which he sustained with

an interesting speech, namely :

*'Besolved, That in view of the happy

results which have hitherto followed the

labors of the American and Foreign Christ-

ian Union, both at home and abroad, the

friends of this Society, and of the work

which it aims to perform, have strong en-

couragement to hope that, with the Di-

vine aid, still greater success will attend

their future efforts—and also a loud call

to increase their contributions toward its

support."

Among other things, he said: ''The

facts which went to confirm the statements

contained in the resolution were of a re-

cent date, and near at hand. Some of

those facts had come to his knowledge

from personal observation, and also through

the medium of the newspaper press of the

country. For the past two years and a

half it had been his privilege to labor

among his Roman Catholic countrymen,

the Irish, in four of the States of New-
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England, during which time ample oppor-

tunity was afforded him of witnessing the

favorable progress of the great work as it

was carried on by the laborers in the va-

rious spheres of duty as missionaries,

agents, or public lecturers in that field,

and it was a gratifying circumstance for

him to announce that there at least God

was with them, and their efforts had been

crowned with success. He had witnessed

twenty-two cases of conversion from the

Romish to the Protestant religion, brought

about by these lectures, and he was confi-

dent that many more would be brought to

a knowledge of the faith that saved. Giv-

ing to the faithful, zealous and laborious

efforts put forth in New-England, the seeds

of truth had been extensively planted in

the minds of Roman Catholics throughout

the entire region. It was evident to all

that a growing defection was taking place

from the ranks of the Romanists in this

whole country. It was impossible to stop

the progress of this work. Rome had as

yet delivered no infallible recipe calculated

to prevent the progress of free thought

and free inquiry in this country, and the

Roman Catholic prelates, and most distin-

guished Roman Catholic leaders, begin to

feel and understand, and take measures

against this alarming fact. The object of

the convention at Buffalo, comprising

among its numbers twenty-six priests and

many distinguished laymen, was to induce

the Catholics, if possible, to emigrate in a

body, no matter where—and the wilds of

Minnesota and the pestilential swamps of

Ottawa were named as places—provided

they could be induced to abandon this

heretical Protestant country, which was

so dangerous to the interests of the Mother

Church. The plan was excellent—its only

fault was it did not succeed, and those forty

millions of dollars of Catholic money
which the prelates hoped to get the con-

trol of were still in the banks of the na-

tion, and millions of Catholic friends were

still here, having no dispositipn to lea've.

It was too late in the day to attempt any

such measure as that, for the Roman Cath-

olics have declared that they will no longer

be ruled by the lay or clerical demagogues

of their Church."

Mr. Leo presented many facts illus-

trative of the subject in hand, and con-

cluded by an earnest and eloquent ap-

peal to the Protestants of America to

seek to prevent, by all Gospel means,

the growth of Catholicism—the most

certain of which being a free distribu-

tion of the sacred Scriptures and be-

stowing a liberal education on the

people.

The Rev. Dr. Sunderland, of the

Presbyterian Church, in Washington

City, D. C, seconded by the Rev. Dr.

Joel Parker of this city, in an eloquent

and powerful speech, of nearly half an

hour's length, (of which we hope to

give our readers hereafter a synopsis,

prepared by himself.) moved the fol-

lowing resolution, which was unani-

mously adopted, namely :

"Hesohed, That as the overthrow of the

Apocalyptic Babylon (Rome Papal) is,

according to the teachings of the Scrip-

tures, in order to the extension of the

kingdom of Christ throughout the earth,

which is to be effected through the power

of the Gospel, connected with human in-

strumentalities, it is the duty of all men
to pray and to labor earnestly and un-

ceasingly that it may be accomplished at

the earliest moment."

Meanwhile, we give the following

brief notice of his speech, taken from

the Journal of Commerce, namely

:

''Rev. Dr. Sunderland said that theRom-

ish Church was a combination of heathen

docti'ines and Pagan principles. Its whole

policy is anti-Christian. It is utterly at

war with the Gospel. It arrogates the

prerogative of supreme power to finite

minds. It requires abject submission to

its tyranny as a crown of salvation. It is

a material system, propagated by brute

force and malignant subtlety. The pros-

tration of this system is the great work
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of the Protestant Church. The entire

organization of the Papal party mu^t be

overthrown, for it is only thus that civil

liberty can exist. Papacy retards civil-

ization, and is, therefore, a formidable

obstacle to the advancement of the Gos-

pel. It keeps the Continent of Europe in

subjection to its despotic will, and crushes

the spirit of civil liberty wherever it strug-

gles into light. It had always torn from

the people their dearest rights, and tram-

pled upon their most sacred immunities,

[t was the untiring foe of freedom every-

where. The speaker recited at length

the deceptions and cruelties which the

Romish Church in all ages had practised

upon mankind. He predicted that this

Antichrist would soon fall under the

assaults of a true Christianity."

F. T. Frelinghuysen, Esq., of the

Reformed Dutch Church in Newark,

N. J., next addressed the meeting in a

speech of great beauty and power,

showing,

"That Romanism, being opposed to

both intellectual and moral elevation, and

subversive of civil and religious liberty,

should be most carefully and vigorously

i^uarded against in a free country like

ours."

The speech was received with de-

monstrations of much satisfaction, and

the speaker resumed his seat amid

^reat applause.

The audience then arose and sung

the hymn commencing with the lines

:

*' Stand up and bless the Lord,

Ye people of his choice."

At the close of the singing, the Rev.

Dr. Burchard, of the Presbyterian

Church, in the city of New-York,

submitted the following resolutions,

which were unanimously adopted,

namely :

" 1. Resolved, That in the awakened feel-

ings of the population of this country in

regard to the Papacy and its operations, '

and the moral and religious condition of

the masses who are under its control in

different parts of Christendom, there is

an encouraging assurance not merely of

the protection of our beloved country

against its corruption and various evils,

but eventually of abundant supplies by

means of which evangelical missionaries

shall be sent forth to labor, in all Papal

lands, for their conversion to Christ.

" 2. Resolved, That in the unity of the

evangelical branches of the Christian

Church, in regard to the essential doc-

trines and duties revealed in the Scrip-

tures, there is not only a broad and sub-

stantial foundation for cooperative efforts

on the part of their members in all truly

catholic religious enterprises, but many
and weighty motives to urge its practical

illustration. The recent development and

growth of the spirit of intense denomina-

tionalism in the country, tending to sep-

arate the hearts and energies of the said

different branches of the Christian family,

is therefore deeply to be deplored
;
and, in

the judgment of this meeting, in all suit-

able ways it should be discountenanced

by all the people of God, inasmuch as it is

adapted greatly to retard the progress of

the Gospel, if not effectually to prevent

its noblest anticipated achievement—the

spiritual subjugation of this world to

Christ.

" 3. Resolved, That as the Romish hier-

archy and the members of the Papal com-

munion find in the number and variety of

the Protestant denominations, and in their

action, independent of and separate from

each other, one of their most plausible

objections to Protestantism, (the unity of

which the Gospel speaks, as existing

among Christians, being apparently ab-

sent,) the friends of Protestantism and of

evangelical truth are urgently called upon

to lay aside all differences on minor mat-

ters, and to unite their efforts in those

catholic enterprises whose objects are the

futherance of the Gospel and the salvation

of souls, that the objection may be re-

moved, and thereby, if it may be, Roman-

ists may be savingly benefited.
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**4. Resolved, That in the recent perse-

cutions of Protestants and inquirers for the

truth in Bohemia, and of the missionaries,

especially of the Central Protestant and

Evangelical Societies, in France and Swit-

zerland, with which the American and

Foreign Christian Union cooperates, by

which some of the Protestant chapels

have been closed, schools suspended, col-

portage forbidden, some individuals thrust

into prison, and others fined and other-

wise oppressed, a new demonstration of

Rome's real spirit is given, and a strong

argument is furnished to guard against

her movements : and deeply grieved, be-

cause of the sufferings of their brethren

for the Word's sake, this Society assure

them of their Christian sympathy and

prayers to the Head of the Church in

their behalf, that they may be triumph-

antly sustained and soon delivered from

the power of their enemies, and that their

trials may tend ' to the furtherance of the

Gospel.'

" 5. Resolved, That having engaged in

efforts, with the friends of religious free-

dom, to secure the abrogation of the

death-penalty in Turkey in Europe, which

threatened the subject of that government

in case of a change of the Moslem faith

for any other creed, this Society has heard

with great satisfaction that, by the oflScial

firman ofthe Sultan, religious liberty is pro-

claimed and guaranteed to all of his «ub-

jects. The members also would gratefully

record their acknowledgments to God, for

similar proclamations on the part of New-
Grenada, Venezuela, and the Argentine

Republic, and devoutly pray that the en-

joyment of religious liberty may soon be

realized throughout the whole world."

At this stage of the exercises, the

venerable and reverend Dr. Hewitt,

of Bridgeport, Connecticut, to two of

whose sons, as having apostatized to

the Romish communion, reference had

been made in the Annual Report, came

forward, and, under the influence of

great mental agony, desired to be

heard. Leave was promptly and

cheerfully granted. Whereupon, in a

calnri and Christian manner, producing

a most profound sensation throughout

the audience, he said, addressing the

President and officers of the Society :

" I thank you, brethren, for having al-

lowed me to perform a most painful duty.

It is known very extensively, and has of

late been published in not a few of our

papers, that I am the father of two young

men who have gone from the faith

of their fathers and their forefathers to

the Roman Church. It has been referred

to in the abstract of the Report znade to

this meeting by the Secretary.

"Brethren, I belong to Christ. I am an

old man, decaying both from age and

grief, and I take the opportunity granted

me to stand up before this assembly, and

through the medium of the Press before

the public at large, as a witness for the

faith once delivered by the Saviour, and

for the faith incorporated in the funda-

mental articles of the churches denom-

inated evangelical.

" For the propagation of that faith I have

labored between forty and fifty years. In

that faith I stand before you to-day, and

in that faith God grant that I may die.

" My only living sons, two upon earth

—

I hope I have two in heaven—have re-

nounced, denounced, and cursed the faith

of their fathers. * Lord, forgive them, for

they know not what they do.'

An influence has been exerted upon

a multitude of persons, who have not had

the opportunity, like my brethren, of be-

ing with me these many years, (in the pul-

pi't and in the various labors for the propa-

gation of religion, in its faith and fruits, at

home and abroad,) and who need no con-

firmation from my lips that I hold fast and

firm to the sound words delivered unto me
when hands were laid upon me setting me
apart to the Christian ministry, to induce

a belief that I am wavering in regard to

evangelical truth. I understand that with

a multitude of these poor deluded persons,

of whom you have heard mention to-day,

it is believed that I have connived at my
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sons turning to the Roman Church, and it

is predicted constantly that I, together

with other members of my family, will

soon follow.

*' I have no other opportunity than this

to give such testimony, in the face of

many witnesses, that when I am laid in

the grave reports shall not be propagated

that I first departed from Christ and his

Church, (after my deluded sons,) and then

departed this life.

*' I have only to say what I have said,

desiring that the churches and the minis-

ters of Christ among whom I have lived

and by ^hom I am known, may hear it

—

also that it may reach the ears of the va-

rious congregations of Romanists in this

city, some of whom may be here. I know

not but my youngest son is here, and if he

be, let him hear and remember the testi.

mony that his father gives this day before

the face of God and before the face of his

people. In no respect whatever— not

even by the slightest possible variation,

directly or indirectly, have I failed in in.

culcating as upon my sons while under

my instructions, even till now from the

pulpit, ( and I trust that I shall continue

so to do to the latest breath of my life,)

that great body of doctrinal truth taught

in the sacred Scriptures, professed in the

Protestant world, sealed by the blood of a

multitude of martyrs, and, I fear, to be re_

peated again by effusions of blood hereaf.

ter. This is my testimony, and God is my
witness. And be ye witnesses, younger

brethren, and forget not, as long as you

live, that the old man now before you

shall live, and if God grant him grace to

persevere, will die in the faith that he has

professed and preached now almost half a

century.

The reverend and venerable father

resumed his seat, weeping bitterly.

There was scarcely a dry eye among

the audience.

The Rev. Dr. Tyng was then in-

troduced, and delivered a most chaste,

appropriate, and elo(juent speech,

which held the delighted attention of

the audience, during nearly half an

hour, the time occupied in its de-

livery. In his characteristic, felici-

tous manner, he encouraged the ve-

nerable minister, who just preceded

him, whose two sons, like the rebel-

lious and murderous Absaloms and

Amnons, had turned against and de-

nounced him.

The case brought to his mind, he said,

the fact that when her royal Majesty, the

Queen of England, inspected the returned

heroes of the Crimea, and saw there a

man whose body was covered with

wounds, and his two arms gone, with all

the feeling of a mother, she ordered him

to be furnished with two of the best arti-

ficial arms that could be made. It was

all she could do. "And," continued he,

"my venerated brother, I feel like saying,

thy arms are lost, but we will be arms

to thee. Not only will we not forget thy

testimony, but we will imbibe its spirit.

Not only will we remember thy appear-

ance here to-day, but we will follow thine

example, as thou hast followed Christ.

And if affection, and an earnest desire to

defend thy character and thy faith, ex-

pose thee to the rude assault of those

who denounce the system of Protestant

and evangelical truth, come to us, we will

be arms to thee." He felt that those two

disaffected sons might yet be, by the

overruling providence of God, the greatest

witnesses of Protestantism. Absalom's

pillar stands, though Absalom himself is

gone.

He then spoke of the spirit Avith

which the work of the Society should

be prosecuted. " It should be in the

spirit of the Bible—simplicity, meek-

ness, and love, without carnal wea-

pons. Against these spiritual, heaven-

ly weapons, Eome can not prevail.

Our hope is here. Here faithfully

we'll stand. The front rank may fall,

but we'll follow them, bury them, and



1856.] SEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT. 169

take their place. And if all our Ame-
rican Protestants were martyred, and

but ten men left, with this spirit, I

firmly believe those ten would put

any of the foe for ever to flight."

The speech was closed amidst the

loud applause of the house. We re-

gret that we have not a full and accu-

rate report of it.

The audience then united in singing

the Christian doxology, after which

the apostolic benediction was pro-

nounced by the President of the So-

ciety, the Rev. Dr. De Witt.

The Society was then called to-

gether, the President in the chair,

when the minutes of the last annual

meeting were read and approved.

The vacancy occurring in the Board

of Directors was filled by the election

of the class which hold office for the

next succeeding four years, and whose

names appear, in the proper place, in

the list of Directors. Vice-Presidents

were also duly elected, whose names

are inserted in the list of Vice-Presi-

dents. A vote of thanks was passed

by the Society to Professor T. W. J.

Wylie for his sermon, and a copy re-

quested for publication. Also, votes

of thanks were passed to the speakers

on the occasion. Having directed the

first meeting of the Board to be held

on Tuesday, the 13th instant, at their

office in Chambers street, at 4 o'clock,

p. M., and afterwards, on their own ad-

journments, the Society adjourned to

meet on the Tuesday preceding the

second Thursday in May, 1857.

SEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT.

By the recurrence of this day, the

Board of Directors of the American

and Foreign Christian Union are re-

minded of an important duty to the

members and friends of the Society.

A report of the past year's operations

is due to them. With unfeigned plea-

sure, therefore, they come to render

an account of the stewardship with

which they have been intrusted, and

to avail themselves of this annual con-

vocation, to interchange Christian and

fraternal salutations.

And first of all, in the services of

the occasion, they would call to mind
and gratefully acknowledge the divine

goodness, in permitting them to la-

bor another year, in the sacred cause

which seeks to enlarge the domnin of

religious freedom, and to diffuse a

pure Christianity through the cor-

rupted portions of Christendom. Not-

withstanding the obstacles arising from

selfishness, depravity, the conflicting

opinions among men, and numerous

other sources of embarrassment inci-

dent to any reformatory and benevo-

lent enterprise, the interests of the

cause have been sensibly advanced,

and the tokens of heavenly approba-

tion of what has been attempted are

encouragingly manifest. These things

will abundantly appear in the details

which they must necessarily submit,

in the account which comprises the

proceedings of the year. They can

not doubt that in them all evangeli-

cal Christians will sincerely rejoice in

common with themselves and the

members of the Society. And they

would fain hope, that by them, they

will be stirred up to secure through



170 SEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT. [June,

their personal efforts a large share in

the victories for the true Church which

the cause is certainly destined ulti-

mately to achieve.

In its general bearings and aspects,

though having some remarkable fea-

tures, the year has been very similar

to the one which immediately preced-

ed it
;
touching all the subjects com-

prised within the proper scope of the

American and Foreign Christian Union.

The great outline of providential dis-

pensations to the Church and to the

world has maintained its divinely-ap-

pointed uniformity, reminding us of

the Scriptural declaration, that "The
thing that hath been is that which

shall be ; and that which is done is

that which shall be done, and there is

no new thing under the sun."*

The year, however, has not been

destitute of incidents both adverse

and prosperous. From the former of

these, among which might be named
the strong political excitement that

has prevailed in the nation, confound-

ing, in the minds of many, all efforts

for the moral and religious improve-

ment of Romanists with partisan po-

litics, the remarkable development of

denominational feeling, going to dimi-

nish all contributions to objects not

of denominational character, and a

lessened amount of agency, the Board

naturally apprehended very serious

embarrassments.

As a whole, the operations of the

past year are in advance of the one

which immediately preceded it.

The number of laborers in the var-

ious branches of the Society's service

employed the whole or parts of the

year, at home and abroad, was 119.

Of these 52 were in the foreign, and 67

in the home field, being 1 1 more than

those employed the year before.

The receipts of the treasury are

somewhat in advance of the previ-

ous year; a full account of which,

and of the disbursements, may be seen

in the usual place at the end of this

report.

Thus God has been better to the

cause than the fears of the Board

sometimes allowed them to hope ; and

his favor thus graciously vouchsafed

has given depth to the convictions

they have entertained from the be-

ginning, that he will smile upon the

design which seeks to release the

Church from the dominion and op-

pression of the great anti-Christian

apostasies. They feel by it assured

in the highest degree, that notwith-

standing every discouraging event that

may in the present period of her his-

tory await and overshadow the cause,

whether it be the apathy of nominal

Protestants, the developed enmity of

large masses of the different popula-

tions of the earth, the multiplication of

political intrigues by hostile rulers or

men in power, or any thing else. He
who once brought Israel out of Egyp-

tian bondage and installed him in the

land promised to Abraham centuries

before, will give her the deliverance

sought and verify the prediction that

" From the rising of the sun even to

the going down of the same, my name
(the Saviour's) shall be great among
the Gentiles, and in every place in-

cense shall be offered unto my name,

and a pure offering."*

But they must speak of some other
.

things having a direct or collateral

bearing upon the work of the Society,

and which serve to illustrate the ne-

* Eccl. 1 : 9. * Mai. 1 : 1 1.
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cessity of its "being prosecuted with

diligence and great vigor.

And 1st. The Board feel constrained

to say that the spirit of Formalism,

the desire for an external, sacramental

religion, spoken of by them on a

former occasion, as developing itself in

some parts of the Protestant Church,

appears to be gradually widening

its sphere, in certain quarters, and

producing most deplorable results.

The charm of antiquity in regard to

its doctrines and usages—its pretended

conformity to the patterns exhibited

by the Fathers, in the
^
early ages of

the Christian era, and the easy terms

on which it proffers salvation, are

adapted to give it currency with cer-

tain classes of mind.

The natural bias, too, of the human
heart against the humiliating and holy

claims of an evangelical and spiritual

religion, serves to increase the eager-

ness with which it is received. But

it leads its admirers and those who
embrace it, from the fountains of light

and of life, into the dismal and cheer-

less regions of darkness and of death.

It is indeed one of the most effective

and dangerous recruiting forces of

Rome, by whose false shows and cun-

ning craftiness, many have been led

into that moral charnel-house, over

which the apocalyptic harlot presides,

to their utter undoing.

This form of error has come steal-

thily over the land, and in this man-

ner is continuing its march. It has

impressed its taint upon a wider sur-

face than has been generally sup-

posed, and unless checked in its pro-

gress, must work most disastrously to

the cause of evangelical religion. The

pulpit and the press, in kind and • con-

vincing tones of remonstrance, should

therefore be heard in respect to it, that

the travellers to eternity be not turned

from the " old paths," from " the good

way" that leads to "rest," into that

which goes down into destruction.

2d. In this connection, they would

say they have observed, with no little

concern, an unusual manifestation in

our country, during the year, of what

may be called denominationalism—

a

tendency to limit, if not ultimately

to withhold, on the part of different

branches of the Protestant Church,

cooperative efforts in matters of be-

nevolence.

This aspect of the times, they can

not but regard in some of its relations

and bearings, as very unfavorable to

the cause of evangelical religion. The

Board do not desire to see the Protest-

ant denominations abandon their re-

spective organizations for missions and

other evangelical objects, which they

have established. On the contrary,

they wish them all prosperity ; and in

this country there are resources and

room enough for them, and many oth-

ers besides, of a general and catholic

character. In addition, therefore, to

the efforts made in connection with

denominational Committees or Boards,

they desire to see enlarged and scrip-

turally liberal views obtain, securing

such united efforts, as shall give sensi-

ble demonstration of the oneness of

all evangelical Christians, in regard to

the essential doctrines and duties re-

vealed in the Gospel.

In such unity of faith and efforts.

Rome is furnished with a practical

and effective refutation of one of her

most popular objections to the Pro-

testant community, namely, "that it

consists of a great number of sects,

who are ever at war with one anoth-

er." The Board can not see the circle
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of Christian intercourse and coopera-

tion, in behalf of the common interests

of Christ's kingdom, contracting itself

so as to furnish support to the charges

of the enemy, without putting forth an

earnest effort to avert such evil.

Instead of divided and separate ac-

tion, which now seems to be the ten-

dency of the times, there is a very

loud call for a cordial and effective co-

operation, on the part of all the peo-

ple of God, of every name, for and in

the final combat with the anti-Christian

powers comprised in the Greek and

Roman apostasies. On the different

branches of the true Church, in respect

to this predicted and great combat and

its issue, God has devolved very sol-

emn responsibilities. Evangelical re-

ligion has been too long reproached,

and minor considerations ought not to

cause or to allow this reproach to be still

longer imposed. Separately, it is true,

somethhig can be done by denomina-

tions ; but alas ! how little ! This will

be seen very clearly, if it be remem-

bered that the whole force of the

Protestant world combined, numeri-

cally considered, is to the force of the

enemy but as 1 to 3. If its whole

power, therefore, were brought to

bear upon the enemy, the odds would

still be very great. If the Protestant

world to a man should come to the

conflict, and each be able to cope with

THREE of the adherents of the Greek

and Latin apostasies, the conflict would

then be but equally balanced. Hu-

manly speaking, how hopeless, then,

is an effort for the redemption of the

cause of truth from its captivity, if

but here and there an individual, or a

small detachment from the Protestant

communities, without concert or mu-
tual support go out against this over-

whelming host

!

The American Churches need some
standard around which to rally for the

accomplishment of this important ser-

vice. In the American and Foreijzn

Christian Union it may be found. Its

organization, its genius, and spirit, and

preparation for the work, are adapted

to the end in view.

3d. Rome has not abated, during

the year, any of her recently-assumed

activity for the maintenance of her

power in Papal countries, and also for

the propagation of her interests else-

where.

The most remarkable achievement

perhaps, in her line, which she has se-

cured during the year, is the Austrian

Concordat, by which she has practical-

ly placed that immense Empire under

her despotic control, crushed, at least

for the time, the rising spirit of demo-

cratic or popular revolution, and the

struggle for freedom, and erected

around herself a defense of very great

strength.

And little inferior in point of utility

or advantage to her present wants and

ambitious purposes, is the advance she

has recently made upon the kind feel-

ings and favor of the French Govern-

ment. The deep hand which she had

with that government in the Eastern

war, now terminated, finds its rewards

in the augmented influence she is allow-

ed to have over the imperial family and

in every portion of the country. For

a long time she has not stood so firmly

there, apparently, as now. Now she

seems to have well reestablished her-

self there, and to have things very

much according to her wishes. The

non-Catholic portions of the popula-

tion of France, therefore, have in

some instances lately been subjected

to such persecutions on account of their

faith and worship, as reminds us of
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scenes in former days, when the prin-

ciples of religious liberty had no place

within the empire.

In Russia, too, though it is Greek,

and has been deeply hostile, she has

made advances upon her former posi-

tion. The government of the Czar

has relaxed its tone of opposition, and

shown a tendency in the favors grant-

ed, to cultivate more friendly relations
»

with the Vatican than before existed.

These signs of recovering strength

are not without their baleful effects in

other Papal communities, especially

on the European continent. They

lend a strong influence to^ encourage,

and even to multiply the instances of

persecution. More such cases have

occurred during the past year than in

an equal length of time for many
years.

They are adapted also to impart con-

fidence to all the members of the body,

and to prompt to aggressive move-

ments, in Protestant lands. These

have been freely made, and in some

countries she can record considerable

progress.

The main object of her ambition

has been to enlarge her interests and

to strengthen her position in the two

great Protestant nations of the age

—

the English and the American. In some
respects, and to a certain extent, she

has succeeded.

Her churches, chapels, and stations

in England and Scotland are now 849,
her priests, 1142, her monasteries, 17,

and her nunneries, 91. The increase

in ten years, or from 1846 to 1856, in

churches is 220, in priests, 366, in

monasteries, 11, in nunneries, 57. The
ratio of the increase of her priesthood

in this time is nearly fifty per cent,

while her arrogance and disturbance

of the institutions and quiet of the

the country are to be placed at a

much higher rate.

In the United States, though not in

contravention of law, as in England, a

process somewhat similar, covertly

and by intrigue, has been introduced

and carried onward : its aim has been

her complete organization and the ac-

quirement of an available position for

the accomplishment of her ulterior,

malign, and vicious purposes. Her
plan is progressing rapidly to its

completion, and her success has been

such as to deceive even herself, as well

as her adherents, and thus to lead

them, at times, and particularly of

late, into collision with our institu-

tions, and also with our citizens.

Though the greater part of her

strength as to members, among us, is

an importation from Europe, and is

by so much a diminution of it there,

it is not to be concealed, that she has,

by the acquisition of proselytes, no

matter from what cause, in the Iveses

and Doanes, and Walworths, and Hew-
itts, and Bakewells, and Brownsons,

and Baleys, and Chandlers, and oth-

ers, added materially to her influence.

She has also contrived so to dispose

of herself, in relation to the political

parties of the nation, as to have it in

her power—and she often uses her

power in this particular—to embar-

rass almost every question of public

interest, if not to secure the elevation

of unprincipled men— office-seekers

and political demagogues—from whom
in return, she expects and may receive

a specific and abundant reward. She

now boasts of having more than

200,000 votes at her disposal, and

thus of holding in the nation ''the

balance of power."

Knowing what we do of human na-

ture, we are assured that we raise no



174 SEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT. [June?

false alarm, nor render improbable

testimony, when we say, that from

Papal influences there is ground for

apprehension in regard to the public

welfare. And to the aspirant for of-

fice there is a strong temptation in

case of competition, to bid for the Ro-

man Catholic vote, even at the sacrifice

of the principles handed down to him-,

it may be from his Puritan fathers, the

founders of the Republic, and also

clearly inculcated in the sacred Scrip-

tures. Patriots and Christians have

need to look well to this subject, and

to make no delay.

But the Board must say,

4th. That the gross impiety and

moral corruption of Rome, demon-

strating her infatuation, and forecast-

ing her certain destruction, has been

increasingly developed during the last

year.

Though corrupt to the core in doc-

trine and practice, and in consequence

having forfeited long since, not only

her claim to be the Church, but even a

church, of Christ, the exhibition of her

depravity, at least in Protestant lands,

was not so open and marked as of late.

Concealment in those lands to a large

extent, had been the policy pursued.

Whatever was known, from its hea-

thenish origin and immoral tendency,

to be odious, was shown but sparingly.

But of late this caution has been

less observed, and the cloak more

recklessly thrown off. And especially

since the formal proclamation of the

doctrine of the " Immaculate Concep-

tion," a year ago the 8th day of De-

cember last, there has been a general

relaxation of all restraints. In com-

memoration and in honor of this prac-

tical addition of a new goddess, or di-

vinity, to the number of the objects of

idolatrous worship already on the cal-

endar, processions have been made, il-
;

luminations have been had, festivals of
|

many days' continuance have been eel- ^

ebrated, plenary and other indulgences

have been granted, and various other
j

things have been enacted alike foreign
'

to the spirit and laws of Christianity,
|

and indicative of judicial blindness, \

which augurs the near approach of de- '

struction. Gross and open idolatry is

practised in the worship offered to
;

Mary, and numerous and fresh insults
\

are heaped upon the Saviour, under

the pretense of doing honor to the i

mother of his human nature.
j

In many churches in France the im-

ages of the Virgin used to hold in
;

their arms the infant Jesus, who was
|

thereby somewhat associated with her i

in worship. But the image of Jesus
j

is now removed, and Mary only is 1

thus worshipped.
;

Now, if all these shocking and mon-
i

strous evils can be enacted here by
'

Rome, how beyond description worse

must her influence be, where the re-

straints which are necessarily imposed i

by our institutions and public senti-
1

ment have no existence! And what
j

an appeal does there come from this
j

her excessive wickedness and deep and i

deepening corruptions, to guard against
\

her power, and to seek the deliverance

of those who have fallen beneath it ! !

But, blessed be God, it is not to abide

for ever. Its days are numbered, and
;

various things indicate that they are
j

drawing to a close.
j

In illustration and confirmatory of <

this, and to relieve the sadness which \

the preceding facts are adapted to pro- i

duce, the Board submit the following

facts

:

1. The present state of the Papal
j

power, as compared with its former
|

self, is very greatly reduced.
;
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In the early part of the sixteenth

century, the Papacy was supreme in

its influence in almost every part of

Europe. The mightiest monarchs and

most powerful nations bowed submis-

sively to its mandates, and regulated

their policy and action in accordance

with its will. But England, Scotland,

Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Holland,

Prussia, and large parts of Germany

and of Switzerland, have now thrown

off its yoke. These countries are

Protestant. If the Papacy exist among

them, it is but by toleration.

Even in Papal Austria there are

3,450,000 Protestants, a number equal

to all the Romanists in the United

States. Ofthese Protestants, 2,216,558

are in Hungary, and the balance are

scattered in other parts of the Em-
pire. Two thirds of the whole num-

ber belong to the Reformed Church,

and the remaining third to the Lu-

erans.

In France there are many Protest-

ants protected by the government, and

placed before the law on the same le-

vel with Roman Catholics. Before

the revolution the revenue of the

Romish clergy amounted to about

$30,000,000 ; now it does not amount

to more than two thirds of that sum.

In Sardinia, liberal sentiments are

extensively prevailing. The reigning

monarch has resisted the intolerance

and assumption of the See of Rome,
even at the risk of excommunication,

and steadily and firmly gone forward

in the reformation of various Papal

abuses.

In Tuscany, it is well known that

much disaffection exists in regard to

Popery, and that many thousands of

its inhabitants are in reality Protest-

ants. Not less than five thousand

persons in Florence alone failed last

year to come forward at the Easter

Communion.

In Naples, the King has openly and

firmly resisted the action of the Je-

suits, and manifested an independence

of the Vatican altogether unusual.

The waning of the Papacy in Spain

is unmistakable. The arrogance and

tyranny of the hierarchy have received

a very salutary check. The breaking

up of the conventual system has show-

ed the Cortes to be in earnest, and au-

gurs well for the ultimate destruction

of the Papal power within that ancient

kingdom.

In our own hemisphere a similar

diminution of the former power of the

Roman court has taken place within a

brief period. The Canadas, the Val-

ley of the Mississippi, the Floridas,

Texas, and all of Mexico, were once

under the control of Papal govern-

ments ; but part of Mexico, and all of

the other places named, have passed

into the possession of Protestant gov-

ernments.*

In Venezuela, New-Granada, and

the Argentine Republic, liberty of

worship has been formally proclaimed.

These historic facts sustain the posi-

* By recent advices, we learn that the late

rebellion in Mexico, headed by the Romish

Priesthood, and sustained by the unmense

wealth of the Romish Church in that Repub-

lic, has been effectually put down by the gov-

ernment. President Commonfort has not only

conquered the insurgents, but confiscated the

estates of the Church to the value at least

of fifty millions of dollars, and thus put it out

of the power of the Papacy again to disturb

the government, or to oppress the people as

heretofore. The measure has met with very

warm approbation by the great body of the

nation. Thus in Mexico, as elsewhere, the

Popedom is declining. This is an unexpected

and heavy blow upon it, from the influence of

which we do not see how it can well recover

itself in that land.
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tion that the Papal power, as compared

with what it once was, is greatly re-

duced, though its presence is still wide-

ly diffused, and its influence is immense.

They not only show it divested of

much of its former greatness, but cor-

roborate the Scriptural sentiment that

it is marked of God for " destruction,"

and that he has commenced his threat-

ened work upon it.

2. In the Protestant portions of

Christendom, a great change is going

on in public opinion in respect to Ro-

manism, and duty in regard to it.

It is astonishing, as well as gratify-

ing, to see this change. For many
long years the excitement and agita-

tion consequent upon the work of the

Reformers was followed in Europe by
an almost perfect stagnation of Pro-

testant thought and effort in regard to

Rome, or the salvation of Romanists.

But of late God has stirred up the

minds of Protestants in ^^ngland, Ire-

land, Scotland, France, Switzerland,

and elsewhere in Europe, to a very

strong sense of the anti-Christian cha-

racter of Romanism, and also of the

duty of making personal efforts for its

overthrow, and especially for the deli-

verance of its subjects from their spir-

itual thraldom.

In the United States a similar work
is in progress. The policy, character,

and design of Rome, and the pitiable

intellectual and moral condition of vast

numbers of her fellows, are better un-

derstood by the masses of our citizens

and are daily becoming more so than

ever before. From many of the evan-

gelical denominations of Christians,

therefore, new recruits are annually

coming, to swell the number of those

who, through one organization or an-

other, make their influence felt against

her, and constantly give additional

breadth and efliciency to that public

sentiment, which finally under God,

we trust, will deliver mankind from
her power.

Various agencies have conspired to

produce this state of things. The ser-

mons that have been preached, the lec-

tures that have been delivered, the

matter that has been issued from the

press, and the labors in general that

have been performed, by the Ameri-

can and Foreign Christian Union have

had much to do in producing it. But

other agencies have also been at work,

in this direction.

The discussions that have occurred

in Congress, and in the Legislatures of

some of the States, touching some

points of the Romish system and

practice, and also the laws that some

of the States have been constrained to

pass, to check the ambitious grasping

of Church property, on the part of the

priesthood, have had a great effect.

The able correspondence of Profes-

sor Morse, with the Rev. M. J. Spal-

ding, D.D., Romish Bishop at Louis-

ville, Kentucky, concerning the saying

of the illustrious friend of Washing-

ton, and of our Republic, General La-

fayette, that "If ever the liberties of

the United States are destroyed, they

will be by Romish Priests"—also con-

tributed materially to this end.

But no single effort, in this way,

perhaps has effected our citizens more

generally, and produced a wider-spread

and deeper conviction of the dangerous

and corrupt nature of Romanism, than

the correspondence of the Hon. Eras-

tus Brooks, a member of the Senate of

New-York, with Archbishop Hughes,

during the early part of the last year.

From this awakened interest in the

public mind, by various means, the

best results are to be expected. And



1856.] HOME FIELD. 177

the Board are happy to know that

some of the evangelical denominations

in the country, within a few years past,

have directed their attention to the

worlc of missions among the Roman
Catholic populations of the world, and

incidentally or besides what they do

for foreign and domestic objects, in

behalf of other people, do something

considerable for them. All these

things show clearly a great and hope-

ful change going on in public opinion,

respecting Romanism, and the duty of

all persons to seek to arrest its pro-

gress in the world, and to rescue its

deluded victims from its degrading

and soul-destroying influence.

We may now proceed to report the

operations of the Society in the Home
Field during the year.

THE HOME FIELD.

The duties associated with the Home
Department are numerous and marked

by considerable variety of character.

In submitting the account concerning

the things of this department, which

have received their attention, they be-

gin with the subject of its

MISSIONS.

These constitute an important branch

of its business. But whether the mag-

nitude, and exact nature of the work,

the peculiar delicacy and numerous

difficulties which invest it, have been

caught by the popular mind, or even

by all of the friends and patrons of

the Society, may admit of some doubt.

Our American and Protestant ideas

and associations are likely to consti-

tute an impediment to their proper

apprehension.

Such apprehension of the work re-

quires close contact with it, and much

and careful observation, a knowledge

of the characters, views, associations,

and feelings of the people for whose

benefit the labor is performed in rela-

tion to social, religious and govern-

mental affairs, and also of the number

and nature of the agencies constantly

employed and annually increasing, to

keep them without the pale of evan-

gelical influences, and subject to the

despotisms which have so long con-

trolled them.

The work itself, however, can be

defined in few words. It is to en-

lighten and to win to the Lord Jesus

Christ the Papal population of this

country.

In point of numbers it is a work of

great magnitude. The Roman Catho-

lic population of the United States, as

gathered from the most reliable data

within our reach, can not be less than

three millions and a quarter^ a number

considerably greater than the aggregate

white population of the American na-

tion in 1790. A moment's reflection

upon these overwhelming numbers will

serve to impress the ideas of the great-

ness of the undertaking which seeks to

bring to each of these persons the

messages of the Gospel, and to press

them upon their acceptance.

Among the difficulties incident to

this service, and which should be no-

ticed in this connection, are the follow-

ing, namely

:

1st. The organization which exists

among them.

They are not isolated individuals,

having no connection and no provisions

for aggression or defense. They are

associated in the most skillful manner,

for the niost eflective action that may
be demanded. They have their forms

of faith and of discipline, their churches

and teachers, and they are watched
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oven by their priests, who now num-

ber 1820 persons, w^ith a sleepless vigi-

lance, to preserve them as a separate

people, uninfluenced by the Protest-

ants about them.

2d. The Papal population of the

land, is, to a large extent, composed

of foreigners, or their immediate de-

scendants, and understand the English

tongue but imperfectly.

Most of the Irish, and they consti-

tute a large part of the Papists in our

country, do indeed understand the En-

glish to some extent, and use it in their

ordinary intercourse among themselves

and others. There are many, how-

ever, who can not read it, and when

spoken, understand it but imperfectly.

But the Italians, the Spaniards, the

Portuguese, the Erench, the Germans,

the Poles, and some others among us,

understand much less of our tongue,

and comparatively few among them

use it, especially in the places where

considerable numbers among them are

settled together or near to each other.

The missionary who is sent to them, if

he will gain access and do them much
good, must address them in their na-

tive language. He must understand

the Papal system, must comprehend

the national and social prejudices and

the more sacred associations of the

people.

But there are few Americans that

have these attainments. Of the hun-

dreds of young men in our theological

schools who are qualified to labor

well among the English-speaking

population of our country, and among

destitute Protestants, how few are

there who can come to the help of the

Board in this great work ! • There are

scarcely ten, it may be not half of

that number, of all the hundreds that

are coming into the ministry, that can

preach or pray or conduct religious

services in any but their native lan-

guage. Hence the necessity of going

abroad for laborers among these peo-

ple. And when they have gone to fo-

reign lands, and among a people who

have learned Christianity as associated

with state establishments, and who

have been under Papal government,

how difficult for the Board to fmd a

true convert to Protestant and evange-

lical principles, and also possessed of

the various qualifications suited to

missionary work in this country !

3d. These people are from their

infancy taught to regard Roman Ca-

tholicism as the only true religion,

and with which alone salvation is con-

nected, and also to look upon Protest-

ants as heretics, destined to destruc-

tion, and their teachings as most pesti-

lent and ruinous heresies.

Having received these views from

their parents or their most venerated

teachers, and having lived under their

influence, as illustrated and impressed

upon them in a thousand ways through

many long years, by the highest offi-

cials in their Church, it seems not un-

natural that they should cherish a sen-

timent of superiority, in regard to

their religious and moral condition,

over Protestants, and dread and shun

any contact with Protestantism or

evangelical religion, as they would

some loathsome ineflaceable taint.

And in practical life it is found that

these sentiments, so long inculcated

upon them, have a prodigious effect.

They make the Papists in large num-

bers almost inaccessible, and fortify

them strongly against every form in

which divine truth may be presented

to them, by any outside of their eccle-

siastical communion.

4th. Another hindrance to the, i^^iss
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.sionary work among the Papal popu-

lation, is the certain and merciless

persecution that awaits every indivi-

dual of their number—where circum-

stances will allow it—who leaves them

to unite with any evangelical body of

Christians.

But notwithstanding these difficul-

ties, thus briefly adverted to, and many

others which exist, the Board are en-

abled to speak of a good work done,

and of progress made among Papists

of different languages, adapted to show

that they are not beyond the reach ,of

the Gospel's power and the means

regularly employed by the Society.

In the operations of the past year

there is much encouragement from

this source to the American Churches,

to increase their eflbrts in behalf of

the Papal population, and to go for-

ward with confidence of ultimate suc-

cess.

As heretofore, it has still, during

the past year, been the wish of the

Board . to avoid forming separate

churches, except in cases of necessity,

or where there were no existing or-

ganizations of evangelical character in

the vicinity, into which the people

could go with profit to themselves.

Where a necessity, however, exists for

it, they lay the foundations of future

congregations with cheerfulness. And
they look with heartfelt satisfaction

to the agency they have been per-

mitted to, exercise in gathering the

elements, and helping tow^ards the es-

tablishment of several French and

German congregations, in various

^larts of the country, that are now as-

sociated with different evangelical bo-

dies of Christians, and to those stations

yet under their care, in the States of

Vermont, New-York, Michigan, and

Ohio.

As usual, we hero submit a few ex-

tracts from the reports and corre-

spondence received at the office, from

which the character, intellectual and

moral condition of the people sought

to be benefited, the nature and man-

ner of the work done among them,

and some of the results, may be seen.

We will begin with those from the

missionaries among the

FRENCH ROMANISTS NEAR THE CANADA
LINE.

Many of the French-speaking peo-

ple of Canada emigrate to the United

States. They now constitute a very

considerable portion of the popula-

tion of the counties in the northern

part of the State of New-York, along

the St. Lawrence river, and in the

counties of the New-England States

that lie adjoining the Canada line.

Most of these immigrants are Ko-

manists. The Board have maintained

among them several missionary sta-

tions.

1. The Rev. Louis Baradon, who is

stationed in Clinton county, New-York,

in a late report said

:

"Your favor of the 12th ult. was duly

received with the remittance ($32.00) for

which I return you my thanks. I have

also in hand from you one dozen copies of

the French hymn-book the Boavd hav«

published, and which I requested you to

send to me.
" During the month, I have pursued my

usual labors, preaching at our various sta-

tions, and making a great many personal

and family visits. Last Sunday I preached

in Engel's Village at noon, and in Chazy

at night. The fall of snow, and the rains

we have had, have rendered the roads

almost impassable. But we continue to

go forward.

" I should like to know whether the



180 SEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT. [June,

Board desire me to continue to give my
care, as I have done thus far, in preaching

to our little congregations, alternately

every Sunday at Perrysmill, Champlain,

and Chazy, or extend my labors to other

places, and visit from house to house, and

if it be practicable, to visit and encourage

the schools.

" The Romish priests always do what

they can to keep their compatriots—the

Canadians—under their authority, and are

constantly preaching against us."

In a subseqment report Mr. Baradon

says

:

" I have made many visits this month,

and everywhere among the Canadians I

have found a new interest about religious

matters. Several Romish families, that

until this day were indifferent to heavenly

things, take pleasure now in religious

conversations. Formerly, when I spoke

to them, my message was met with sneers,

but now with kindness.

" Meetings are well frequented. Chazy

is almost too far away to visit on foot.

When I have made twenty miles on foot

over bad roads, indeed I am glad to rest

at two o'clock.

" During the past year I have held 150

meetings at the four principal stations in

this wide field, and in some other places,

which I have occasionally visited ; and we
may now reckon about 30 families, purged

of all spirit of sect, and who desire to

walk in the light of the Gospel, and with

those who are born of God."

2. From the report of the Rev.

J. B; C. Beaubien, stationed at Bur-

lington, Vt., and who also labors

among the French Romanists, we take

the following, namely

:

"The number of families (Romish) I

have visited at different times is 160.

About 10 persons, once Romanists, have

been hopely converted, and 25 families

have been led to see the errors of the

Papal Church, but are still unconverted.

"I have distributed 40 Bibles, 50

Testaments, and 1000 pages of tracts. I

have organized one Sabbath-school and

conducted it myself when present; the

attendance at first was 25 children. The
removal of the parents of some of those

children caused the school to decrease.

In the winter it was discontinued. I in-

tend to reopen it soon. I have held from

five to six meetings weekly^ until three

months ago, when I was taken sick ; the

whole number I have held during the

year is 180. I have also given 20 lecturen

on Popery^ to large congregations.

"Notwithstanding the opposition of the

priests to the progress of the truth, and

the various means they have used to have

their people destroy the word of God,

and persecute those who preach it, yet I

have never seen a time when the Papists

in general have been so well disposed to

listen to the truth as the past year.

Some have been advised to turn me
out of doors whenever I should visit them,

and they received me the more joyfully

for it. Others have been told (by their

priests, of course) that I deserved to be

whipped out of their village; and these

were the first to come and hear me.

Others still were told not to have any

thing to do with me, 'because my reli-

gion was cursed.' These were led to in-

quire, "What is a cursed religion ? and to

ascertain they came to hear me, and ever

since they are friendly to the Gospel."

3. The Rev. J. L'hereux, stationed

at Brandon, Vermont, visits quite a

number of settlements in the central

part of the State, where many Cana-

dian-French people reside. He says

:

"I am very happy to inform you that

I receive much encouragement in my
work. In some places where I preach

the Gospel, there is among the Catholics a

longing to hear the word of God—even an

j

appearance of a 'revival.'

" The number ofRomishfamilies I have

visited during the year is upwards of 200

—of individuals with whom I have fully

conversed on the subject of personal reli-
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gion is more than 1200. I have preached

260 times, and held 175 meetings for

prayer, at each of which my audiences

have been from 20 to 40 persons.

"Two Romish families have united

with the Congregational Church in Bran-

don this year, and I may reckon forty

persons, at least, within the field, who, in

connection with my ministry, have given

evidence of conversion to Christ.

*' It is almost impossible to induce Ro-

man Catholics to attend Protestant places

of worship hefore they are converted. I

have often tried it, but can not succeed.

They must be followed to their homes

and interested in religion first, or they

will never go to Protestant churches.

"My Sabbath-school at Brandon is

small, but is continued with good results.

The priests do all iu their power to hin-

der our work, but it still goes forward."

IRISH MISSIONS.

4. Mr. Samuel Morse labors as a

lay-missionary, in Middlesex county,

Massachusetts.

From his monthly reports sent us,

we gather the following statements

:

" The whole number of families visited

this month is 195. I have visited also

ten schools, in which are more or less

Catholic children. I have spoken with

them, among other things, on the subject

of temperance, and 90 of them have
* taken the pledge.' In the mean time I

have lent to Romanists six New Testa-

ments, and distributed 150 tracts.

"I think there is a growing interest

among the Romanists upon the subject of

evangelical religion; for many families,

that used to receive me coldly, now ap-

pear to be glad to see me.
" I do not think that one quarter of

the Roman Catholic families I visit have a

copy of the Bible. And still they seem

unwilling to admit that they are without

that blessed book.

"When I inquire of them, 'Have you

a Bible ?'— they commonly reply, * Yes.'

When I subsequently inquire, * Will you

allow me to see it?'— they reply, * It is

lent out, or it is locked up, and some
body has got the key, so that it can not

now be got at' But they have no copy

of it. The Romish prayer-book is the

Papist's Bible, and that they usually

have.

"Another evidence of the improvement
of the Papal population around me is the

fact, that a Methodist brother in Hopkin-

ton, was lately solicited by a youpg Ro-

manist to open an evening-school, that he

might attend, saying, that he ' would be

willing to give ($50) fifty dollars to know
how to write his name.' The school was

opened with but two scholars. Now
there are eigM, and one of them is more

than forty years of age. The young Ro-

manist now ' knows his letters,' and be-

gins to spell."

In a subsequent report Mr. Morse

says :

*' I have this month visited 243 families

—^lent six additional Testaments, and one

French Bible ; have written thirteen let-

ters on matters connected with my mis-

sion ; have twice endeavored to repre-

sent publicly the operations and claims of

the American and Foreign Christian Union

;

attended five meetings for prayer; ob-

tained two subscribers for the Magazine
;

distributed many tracts, and travelled in

the discharge of my duties 122 miles.

" I called on a family, who, about a

year ago, ordered me out of the house :

was now received very kindly. I gave

a Testament to the daughter, who seems

in ill-health. It was well received.

" For a long time I had wanted to visit

Waltham, where there are many Roman
Catholics, and who, in general, are more

intelligent than those of any other place

I visit. There are several schools there,

in three of which are very many Catholic

children. The Popish priest has forbidden

them to go to these schools, but still

many continue to go. In the High-school

there are about 100, and in the Gram-

mar-school there are about eighty, of
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the Romish children. Nearly all these

pupils were pledged to temperance on my
visit there.

5. l.^^roiii the ri^port of the Rev.

II. L. Calder, stationed at Albany,

New-York, we take the following,

namely

:

''In accordance with a commission

granted to me, I have labored principally

in the south part of this city, from Arch-

street southward to the limits of the city

—a field containing over 10,000 souls, the

great majority of whom are Irish Roman-

ists. I have visited of them 400 families,

and for religious ends have made 8982

visits. In the course of my labors here

six persons have given evidence of being

hopefully converted to Christ. Three

were Romanists and three Protestants.

''There are some of whom I can not

say with certainty that they have em-

braced the Bible's religion, yet they have

renounced Romanism. I have given

away among them 12 Bibles and Testa-

ments and 21,801: pages of tracts. I have

not got any to attend in any of the

churches, but they are very regular in

their attendance on the meetings at the

mission stations. I have induced IG child-

ren to attend the mission school. I have

also, of late, established and conducted a

Sabbath school at the Almshouse, where

40 children attend, 20 of whom are child-

ren of Romanists.
*' I have held, generj^lly, three weekly

meetings, for prayer and reading the

Scriptures, where both Romanists and

Protestants attend. The average number

is 20. I have held 110 of these meet-

ings. I have attended 15 meetings where

I have been permitted to speak of my
work in general.

" Those whom I have induced to attend

my meetings are delighted because they

can understand all that is said. They ne-

ver understood their own prayers, far less

the prayers of the priests. Poor creatures,

they were striving ' to worship they knew
not what.' One puts her trust in a bless-

ed string of beads, another in some gar-

ment to be put on her body after death

—

proof against purgatorial fire. All trust -

in the Virgin Mary, and some put particu-

lar trust in St. Patrick, because he was an

Irishman. Nothing, or very Httle, is said

in this connection about God and Christ.

I found in the Almshouse lately, in

one day, 29 Eomanists wlio could not read.

Those who can read, I find, have no know-

ledge beyond what they call their ' Prayer-

Book.' I have good hopes of doing good

to many at the Almshouse, if I am let

alone by the priests. Both parents and

childi'en are making progress in Bible

knowledge—the latter in particular."

6. From the last monthly report oi

the Rev. Jeremiah Murray, we take

the next extract. Mr. Murray labors

on the East River side of the city of

New-York. There are many thou-

sands of Irish Romanists in his field.

He holds his meetings in private

houses, and changes from honse to

house, and from one street to another,

as circumstances demand. lie gains

many important advantages by this

mode of operation. He has now on

his "Missionary List" no less than

650 families, to each of which he has

free access, and all of which look to

him as their spiritual adviser. He
says

:

*' I may be permitted to state, that

these labors have been pushed through

great difficulties. But, notwithstanding,

the Lord gives us to see much to encour-

age hope and effort, and to indicate his

divine presence and blessing with us.

" The prayer-meetings conducted by me
in private families, are well appreciated and

are regularly attended by those that other-

wise would live and die without the know-

ledge of salvation. Out of a number of

interesting cases of this nature, let me
call your attention to the following. The

family referred to had, when I first visited

them, been accustomed to expend much of

their earnings upon Rome's idolatry and
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superstition. The mother, in the last

stage of a decline, was clinging to the

hope and help of a marble cross. This

monogram, if I may so call it, of Christ,

was her only confidence for time and

eternity.

*'I endeavored, from love to their souls,

and pity for their condition, to direct

her attention to the Crucified, instead of

the Crucifix, as * the only name given

among men' for a Saviour, and for all who
repent and believe.

" I trust that the efibrt proved profita-

ble, as they have since changed that idol

for the crucified but risen Saviour. It is

really painful to think, that what an

apostle designates the 'accursed tree'

should be venerated and adored! How
awful is the apostasy that fosters it

!

" The conversational meetings, in the

system of missionary effort, which I pur-

sue, continue, I am happy to state, to af-

ford indications of encouragement and

promise. Some of our poor Romanist

population are induced to read the Bible,

and listen to the truth, and remove from

their dwellings ' the gods' of Rome.
" Let me state to you the case of one

poor family of this description.

"The husband and father, after a lin-

gering ilhiess, expired, leaving the fiimily

with the bereavement very distressed

;

but, from my first visit before his death,

his ' gods ' were put away, and I am
happy to state, that he departed full of

the hope of a happy immortality in

Christ After his death, the afflicted

widow was taken ill, and, in my last visit

to her, I found her so weak and dis-

tressed, with all her little ones about her,

that I apprehended her speedy dissolution.

"As soon as I entered the apartment

she extended her hand to me, but could

not speak from weeping. I spoke to her

of Christ, and besought her to trust in

him only^ for freedom and acceptance.

Whilst I was speaking and praying with

her, she recovered sufficient strength to

assume a recumbent posture, and, in a

weak voice, but with strong emotion,

said :

"'Thank God, who put it into the

hearts of your Society to send you to our

dwelling; for that I have now God's

word, that my child, when you are not

with us, reads to me, and it enables me to

leave these little ones in his hands. Re-

lying upon Christ that "saves to the ut-

termost" all that repent and believe in

him, I can die in peace.'

"Another interesting fact, illustrative

of the power of the Gospel, is the case of

a little child, not more than four or Ji}:e

years of age, who, during all my visits to

the family before her death, used to bring

her little seat, and sit by me while con-

ducting exposition and worship. It was
gratifying to see her lifting up her infant

hands, in prayer to Ilim who ' out of the

mouth of babes and sucklings ordains

strength.'

"Never 'can I forget the last occasion,

which was shortly before her death, when
she appeared greatly impressed on the

reading of the divine word, (before pra}'-

er,) ' Whosoever shall call upon the name
of the Lord shall be saved.' She said :

"
' Will the Lord save little children, as

well as big people, that pray to him in

Christ?' 'Doubtless!' was the reply.

When slie said: 'Will he save all that

call upon him in Christ?' 'Truly,' was

the rejoinder. 'Then,' she said, 'mo-

ther, you and I can go to God, without

any thing else.' How good is God! She

has since died, and left her mother to

mourn her loss, which is her great gain,

as I have no doubt angel-bands con-

veyed her spirit to the company of the

blessed before God and the Lamb.
" There is another case of the good re-

sulting from laboring to win souls to

Christ, that I would narrate.

" The mother of a poor family in my
field, while speaking and praying with

them, and laboring to impress them with

the preciousness of Christ, as ' the bread

that came down from heaven, to give life

unto the world,' with great emotion ex-

claimed :
' Lord, evermore give us this

bread.'

" There is a good work gokig on
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among the people, and there is much to

be done for them and in them. May the

spirit of faith, zeal, and prayer, be poured

out, that they may be rescued from the

bondage of corruption into the glorious

liberty of the children of God."

7. Mr. M. Young, a lay missionary

among the Irish Romanists in the up-

per part of the city of New-York, in a

recent report says :

"The following summary will give a

brief view of my labors. I have visited,

during this month, 520 families, where,

altogether, there were 1638 persons pre-

sent capable of receiving instruction.

" I have read the Scriptures on 65 occa-

sions in my visits among these families,

and prayed with 51 families. Nine child-

ren have been gathered into different

Sabbath-schools, and 8 adult persons in-

duced to attend public worship. I have

distributed 2526 pages of tracts, where I

think they will do good, and held two

prayer-meetings of considerable interest.

"I had an interesting conversation with

a Catholic family. After explaining the

freeness and fullness of Christ's offer of

salvation to poor sinners, the head of it

made the reply

:

*" It is not so taught by our clergy.

About three years ago, I went to hear

mass in a neighboring church, where I

took a place in one of the aisles, for I dare

not take a position in any of the pews, al-

though there were many of them vacant.

As I was knelt down to pray, I was tap-

ped on the shoulder by the priest, and or-

dered to leave. I said to him that I sup-

posed as I was not able to pay for a seat,

I might take my position there in the

aisle. Without further remarks he forced

me out of the house, so I never went

there since.'

"I took the opportunity of showing this

man how differently Christ dealt with the

poor when he was in our world; how he

ate and^ drank with the poor, and com-

manded his ministers to preach the Gos-

pel t^ the poor.

*' * How different it is with our priests,'

said he. ' They would take all our money,

and in the end, if we applied to them for

aid, would cast us off.'

"This man came to our prayer-meeting

in the evening of the day I talked with

him, where he heard the Gospel explain-

ed. He seemed pleased with what he

heard, and promised to send his children

to a Protestant Sabbath-school, which

promise he fulfilled the next Sabbath. He
also came to church himself.

" I have also met with a German Catho-

lic who now sees many of the errors of

Romanism. He sends his children to a

Protestant Sabbath-school, and I trust

will himself soon be brought to attend

statedly the preaching of the Gospel. He
says he will go no more to the Romish

Church.

8. The Rev. Mr. Fennell, who has

continued in St. Louis, Missouri, since

the last anniversary, and labored suc-

cessfully among the Irish Romanists,

gives us the following synopsis of his

operations, namely

:

" The number of visits I have made for

religious purposes is 2500 ; of Bibles and

Testaments distributed, 40; of pages of

tracts distributed, 2000; of meetings for

prayer in Roman Cathohc families, 300

;

of persons converted and induced to at-

tend evangelical worship, 7 ; of Sunday-

schools established, 2 ; of children induced

to attend these schools, 60."

These 300 meetings for prayer, and

2500 religious visits in families and to

individuals can not be without their

effect upon the people with whom they

are held. And these 60 children, taught

the principles of evangelical and spirit-

ual religion, must, in time, make their

influence to be felt against the system

of Romanism, and in favor of a pure

Christianity.

GERMAN MISSIONS.

9. The next extract is from the re-

port of the Rev. F. Zastera, who labors
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among the German Romanists in New-

York. Mr. Zastera labors not only in

visiting from house to house, distribut-

ing tracts, instructing and praying with

his countrymen when allowed, but also

delivers public lectures to them, of

which notice will be taken in another

place. In a late monthly report he said :

"This report, though short, may be

regarded by every 'iSsherman' of souls

as one full ofjoy. Though I have matter

enough before me to give abundant room

to my reflections, awakened by the

blessing of God, I will nevertheless convey

to my brethren and patrons naked reali-

ties.

" In the past month God gave to me
unusual encouragement. Until now I

myself during the time of my labors

sought the souls which could be reached
;

but in this month the Lord permitted me
to experience the soul-reviving reverse

:

during this month anxious and awakened

Roman Catholics sought me, and even

came into my house
;
many invited me to

see them in their houses. All desire in-

struction in regard to the Roman Catholic

and Protestant systems of doctrine.

" Ten whole and numerous families, and

other individuals, of whom I have visited

some, (others not yet,) have seen into the

errors of the Roman Catholic Church;

yea, if I count persons, there are upwards
of 40.

"With these converts I shall still have

much labor. Their Roman Catholic gar-

ment has been torn ; but they are to know
and put on that of the evangelical or Pro-

testant Church. Of good works, they
know ; of grace, nothing.

The only difficulty is, that the most of

them I can only see in the evening, when
they return home from their work ; or on
the Sabbath, in order to give them in-

struction.

" To-day two persons, a man and his wife,

formerly Roman Catholics, in First street,

will present themselves for church mem-
bership in the Reformed Church in Hous-

ton street."

In a subsequent communication Mr.

Zastera reports upwards of 20 families

gained to Protestantism from the Pa-

pacy, and quite a number of others

ready to receive the truth as taught in

Protestant evangelical churches, which

now they have begun to attend. He is

much encouraged in his eflforts.

10. We take the next extract from

the report of the Rev. William Epping,

of the city of Savannah, Georgia. He
visits usually from 20 to 30 families a

week, and is frequently called upon to-

perform ministerial actions for them,

such as marriages, baptisms, etc.

In his last monthly report, although

he had been much engaged in securing

the commencement of a church edifice

during the month, he shows other ad-

ditions to the Protestant ranks from the

Papists, besides those formerly report-

ed. He says :

" Still I am able to report another addi-

tion to my flock from their ranks. On
Easter Sunday three women of Roman
Catholic education desired to commune
with us, and regarding them as really

pious and believing persons, I did not hesi-

tate to admit them to the Lord's table.

"Both on Good Friday and Easter Sun-

day the attendance of Roman Catholics

was larger than ever ; even a goodly num-

ber of professed infidels appeared among
the crowds. This leads me to remark

—

which is, probably, not quite new to you

—

that more than half of the so-called

Catholics with whom I meet in this and

other places in America, are infidels, or at

least profess to be such."

11. The Rev. William Winnes has

continued to labor during the year

among the Germans in Cincinnati,

Ohio. He says

:

"There are six large German Romai>
churches in Cincinnati. To every church

a largo every-day school is attached, to
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keep the children away from the public

schools. The schools are kept open on

Sunday, to keep the children from Pro-

testant Sunday-schools. To my inquiry,

'Why do you not read the Bible?' many
have answered :

' Our priests do not allow

it to us.' Many have never read the

Bible in their lives. Few that came from

Roman Catholic parts in the north of Ger-

many brought Bibles or Testaments with

them.

"My congregation is gatherecj chiefly

from those who went nowhere to church.

On Sabbath mornings I have about 70

hearers. In the afternoon there are not

•so many. The Thursday evening service

and the Saturday evening prayer-meeting

are regularly maintained. I have two

Sabbath-schools : one has 89, and the

other 109 pupils. "We have 15 teachers,

all from my congregation.

" I have made 2715 visits for religious

ends during the year. Of these, 1850

have been in Roman Catholic families, 815

were in German Protestant families, and

the remainder in Irish and English fami-

lies. I have distributed 4 Bibles, 109

New Testaments, 40 other books among
Romish Germans; 4 Bibles and 86 Testa-

ments in English and Irish families ; and

9 Bibles, 22 Testaments, and 25 other

books to Protestant Germans. I have

read the Scriptures in more than 500

families, prayed with 95 families, and

distributed 2550 religious tracts.

** I have induced more than 120 child-

ren to attend different Sunday-schools,

and a great many to attend the public

schools.

"My congregation is growing. We re-

ceive 40 copies of the Messenger, and in

my Sabbath-schools 150 copies of the

Child's Paper are circulated. The con-

gregation take collections for missionary

objects, and thus cultivate a Gospel spirit.

" Thus, in few words, you have the out-

line of my labors, and some of their re-

sults. The details would be too many to

give. But we are much cheered and en-

couraged in our efforts."

SPANISH MISSION.

12. At Brownsville, Texas, a village

on the Rio Grande, there are two or

three thousand Mexicans, who have

fled from their country to escape the

influence of the Romish priesthood. In

that town, on the borders of Mexico,

Miss M. Rankin has established a semi-

nary for the education of girls, to coun-

teract the influences of a Papal convent

which had been set in operation there,

and diligently worked by priests and

nuns. Her seminary is designed to pro-

mote the principles of evangelical re-

ligion, as well as to furnish the means

of a thorough education. Miss Rankin

and her female assistant distribute

Bibles and tracts in the town among

the Mexican part of the population.

She says

:

*'Even the Roman Catholics are willing

to acknowledge the superior advantages

for improvement in a Protestant school,

and several have manifested a decided

preference, by taking their daughters

from the convent, and placing them in my
institution, with the full understanding

that I am to give them such biblical in-

struction as I think proper.

" I have improved every opportunity of

distributing Bibles, tracts, etc., and have

been uniformly kindly received by the

Mexicans in their hacals. They receive

my books with much apparent thankful-

ness, and in only one instance have they

been refused, where any of the family

could read.

The foregoing extracts and state-

ments are sufficient to illustrate the

main features of the missionary work

performed in the home field. They

show its simplicity, its self-denying

and laborious character, and good re-

sults, and some of the difficulties with

which the missionaries have to con-

tend. They also go to show the in-
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dispensable necessity of a peculiar

agency to meet the peculiar evils

which Romanism is adapted to bring

upon a land, and upon the souls of its

followers. No ordinary benevolent

agency not having the counteracting

of Romanism specifically and exclu-

sively for its object is sufficient to

meet the case, as Romanism is con-

stituted. This must be apparent from

the facts shown in the narrative thus

far given, and it is confirmed by the

fact everywhere standing out to view,

that notwithstanding all the benevo-

lent action in the nation, while no or-

ganized agency existed, devoted to the

exposure and correction of it, Roman-

ism flourished and grew up in the

land almost as if there had been no-

thing to oppose its progress. But

within the past five or six years, since

there has been more done in this di-

rection, and the public have had an

agency devoted to it, Romanism has

been more exposed and eflectually re-

buked and checked than it had ever

been before in this country. But let

us proceed to other matters.

LECTTTKERS AND MISSIONARY AGENCIES.

"But while men slept his enemy

came and sowed tares among the

wheat." So in regard to the introduc-

tion and propagation of Romanism in

this land. The public mind had fallen

into a deep slumber, and seemed un-

conscious of the approach of evil.

Romanists availed themselves of the

favorable opportunity to do their

work, and adroitly managed to allay

suspicion, and even to create and ex-

tensively to circulate the impression

that Romanism had been materially

modified and was no longer what it

was in the early and middle ages, or

at the time of the Reformation.

To counteract this was a first duty

demanding the attention of the Board.

Something could be done in this di-

rection by the printed sheet or pam-

phlet, and that measure was actively

employed, and is still used, as will

presently be seen. But it is w^holly

insufficient. The living preacher was

needed to effect this great end. The

Board, therefore, have sustained this

branch of the service as usual dur-

ing the year, except in the cases no-

ticed on a previous page. The labor

which the lecturers have rendered, has

contemplated not merely raising funds

for the treasury—a work indispens-

able and sufficiently laborious of itself

—but also the diffusion of information

on the subjects connected with the

movements of Rome and the objects

of the Society, and a great deal of

what may be termed missionary la-

bor.

The following extracts from a letter

of the Rev. Wm. D. Rosseter, who
labors in behalf of the Society, in the

great valley of the Ohio, and has charge

of its interests in that district, will give

additional light in regard to the w^ork

performed, its utility and success. He
says

:

As this month closes the present fis-

cal year, I now make you my annual

statement of the labors and visible results

of our work in my district during that

time.

1st, then—As to the character and ex-

tent of my labors

:

" Since the first of April last, I have

travelled over eleven of the States of this

Union, and 10,732 miles; have delivered

131 sermons and 79 addresses; visited

2839 families, and 41 Sabbath-schools;

and have raised in the way of collection

more than I did in the preceding year,

and also made an advance on my former

public efforts and appeals.
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In addition to all the above, the cor-

respondence of this field has been no

small item. I have written during the

past year three hundred and fifty letters.

In short, I have endeavored by travel, vi-

sits^ writing^ personal cov/erences^ and in

a variety of other ways, to oversee and

supervise all our interests in this large

district of the West.
" No small part of my duty has been

in consultation and advisement with our

missionaries upon this field.

"Another and no small part of the la-

bors of the year, has been expended upon

the ministry and membership of the Pro-

testant churches here. There is more

ignorance of the numerical strength, of

the complex character of the system of

Kome, of its designs upon the peace, pros-

perity, perpetuity of our government and

happiness of our land, than any one not

on the field would imagine. There is far

too little appreciation of the necessity of

prompt, vigorous, and direct efforts to

meet the danger incident to these things,

and for securing the social, intellectual,

and spiritual welfare of these masses.

"There is yet far too little sympathy

with the noble aims and work of the

American and Foreign Christian Union, in

the hearts of God's people. To meet this

sad state of the Christian mind, an unu-

sual amount of patient, persevering, and

trying labor must be expended. The
weekly associations of pastors must be

visited, the meetings of the church-ses-

sions, directories, and official Boards must

be sought out, and in a kind. Christian

spirit, the demand for an agency like ours

must be earnestly but kindly and prudent-

ly developed, the objections of brethren

met and answered, and their cooperation

sought.

" As to the general aspects and pros-

pects of our work in the West, I would

say

:

" 1st. That it is a great field, covering

the whole of the Ohio, and part of the

great Mississippi valleys, in the midst of

which are congregated immense numbers
of the deluded followers of Antichrist

—

numbers who seem more implicitly and
;

tamely subservient to their priestly teach-

ers, and whose minds are more controlled

by them, than those in any other portion !

of our thirty-one States and Territories.
i

" Concentrated in this vast expanse of
;

territory, huddled together, the better to I

be trained, guided, and watched by
j

Rome's ubiquitous sentinels, they seem

willing to be held in ' durance vile ' by

arbitrary power, and this in a free land

—

and to do with alacrity the bidding of the
j

hierarchy.
'

"Notwithstanding all this, I would not
[

have the Board feel that nothing has been,
i

or is being, accomplished in this most
j

beautiful portion of our nation. Far oth-
j

ervvise is the fact.
j

"Let, for example, the 5050 official vis-
j

its, the thirty copies of the word of God,
|

the 30,000 pages of tracts in the various
[

dialects of the people, and the 3 Sabbath-
|

schools among the Irish Catholics in the i

eastern part of this field, which, during
j

the history of our young mission, have
j

been made, distributed and organized by
|

our devoted brother on the ground, attest
,

the fact aforesaid.

" Let its truth be seen in the 2000 vis-

its, the 40 Bibles and Testaments, the

1700 tracts, the congregation of Germans

from 60 to 80 in number, the 2 Sabbath- ,

schools of over 200 German children and ;

youth, the two weekly Bible lectures, and <

the weekly prayer-meeting, together with -

the 200 Roman Catholic families now
!

reading the word of life, among those

people, which have resulted to us, in the
\

city, in the centre of this great district.
;

" See this evidence increased, by a view
]

of the 1900 families visited,the sixty prayer-
J

meetings held, the 150 Bibles and Testa- •

ments distributed, as well as the 8000
j

pages of tracts, and the 50 families now i

under the instruction of another of our

missionaries, the 11 converts he has made,

under God, to Christ, and the sewing- :

school of 70 Irish girls, who have there
j

learned to make their own garments, in a '

city a little further south in this district. \

And once more :
'
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*'Let the 2500 visits, the 3000 pages of

tracts, the 800 prayer-meetings, the 2

Sabbath-schools of 60 German, Irish, and

French youth, the 16 Irish adults, (12 of

whom are young men,) and the 7 converted

to Christ, under the labors of another

brother, in a city forming the southern

terminus of my district, speak forth its

testimony as to the success of our work,

and its future prospects on this great field.

"0 sir! all is not dark in our midst.

Some rays of hope and joy burst forth

upon the future of our pathway, bidding

us be up and at work, active and devoted

in that work.

"And these, remember, are but the

vuible results of these efforts. Oh ! could

we add to these the unseen results, the

thought dropped here and there, and wa-

tered by the Spirit of God unknown to

us, the many awakenings, of which to us

no knowledge has been brought directly,

but which

' "Wait the revealing of earth's judgment-day,'

what encouragment it would give.

"Oh! who can fail to see, that much
has been already accomplished, though in

the infancy of these missions, among
those for whom our labors are especially

meant ? Eternity will disclose these, in

untold numbers, I have no doubt."

LECTURES TO EOMANISTS.

It will be remembered that, in their

last annual report, the Board announc-

ed to their patrons and friends that

they had entered as an experiment, on
the work of giving public lectures to

Eomanists, on some of the principal

doctrines of the Papal system, and
imfolding the teachings of the Scrip-

tures in respect to them. The princi-

pal part of the labor in this direction

has been among the Irish in the large

manufacturing towns or cities of New-
England, where very great numbers

of these people are congregated.

They have also commenced, within

the year, the same kind of service

among the German Romanists in the

city of New-York. The following re-

port from the Rev. P. J. Leo, who has

performed this service among the Irish

Romanists of New-England, will con-

vey a good idea of its utility, and of

the success with which it has been

prosecuted. Mr. Leo says :

" My public labors under the Society

have, during the past year, extended over

the four New-England States of Maine,

MassachusettSjNew-Hampshire and Rhode-

Island.

" I have delivered fifty-six controversial

lectures on the various errors of the Ro-

mish Church, and at which about twelve

thousand Romanists have attended.

"Twenty-two individuals have, to my
own knowledge, abjured the doctrines of

the Papal church, and embraced the Pro-

testant faith, after having heard the* lec-

tures.

"Besides delivering the above-named

lectures, I have distributed among Roman-

ists, in the field occupied, 134 Bibles and

Testaments, 2000 pages of tracts, and IT

larger works on Romanism, I obtained

also nearly 100 children of Roman Catho-

lic parents, for several Protestant Sabbath-

schools in New-England. Besides which, I

have brought our cause before 58 different

churches, and taken collections in each

one during the year last past.

" In all the places in which I have lec-

tured during the past year, to my Roman
Catholic countrymen, the Irish, I must say

that I have found them generally willing

to hear the statement of a pure Gospel.

There is, in this respect, a great and happy

change observable among this large class

of our population. It is not more certain

that the sun shines in the firmament, than

that there is a growing spirit of inquiry

among the Romanists of our land, and

which will ultimately lead them out of the

corrupt communion of their Church.

"The great rising generation of that

people among us will never, never suffer

themselves to be ruled by the one man
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power at Rome. They are now open to

such impressions as we choose to make

upon them, and now is the time.

"I believe that this work can be done,

and believing, also, that the American and

Foreign Christian Union possesses the

right means of accomplishing it, I pray,

unceasingly, that God would put it into

the hearts of all who desire the spread of

his truth over the empire of the ' Man of

Sin,' to cooperate earnestly with this So-

ciety in carrying forward this most neces-

sary work."

The Eev. F. Zastera lectured pub-

licly to the German Romanists in this

city, a portion of the time during the

last winter. The lectures were at-

tended by many, and were productive

of great good. The Board hope to ex-

tend this service among the Germans,

who. have now become so large a part

of our population.

That the nature of these lectures

may be better apprehended, we sub-

join a copy of the themes discussed by

Mr. Zastera, contained in a note re-

cently received from him. He says

:

" I have preached on Romanism, in the

German Evangelical Mission Church, in

Houston street, on the following themes :

On the pernicious influence of Pa-

pacy on national welfare, in opposition to

the beneficent influence of the Bible.

On the unchristian tactics, position,

and designs of the present Papacy.

" III. On the question :
' Is the Babjlon

of the Revelation of John the present Pa-

pal Rome ?'

" IV. On the evil effects of the Roman
Catholic ceremonial worship.

"V. On the difi'erence between the

evangelical method of salvation in the

Protestant Church, and the legal method
in the Romish Church, or on the Apostasy

of the Romish Church from genuine

Christian Bible faith.

"On the fruits of these discourses I

shall, the Lord willing, report hereafter,

as I may be able."

Experience is a reliable as well as

an effective instructor, and through it

the Board are assured that, for reach-

ing and moving the Roman Catholic

mind, the system of lecturing which

they have fallen upon, is an agency of

rare power. By it large masses can

be affected in comparatively a short

time, and the power of sympathy, and

many of the elementary principles of

our nature, lend their aid to lead the

inquirer for truth onward and out of

the errors in which he had been in-

volved.

But, alas ! where shall the men be

found suited to the work ? Only men
of superior talents—men who were

once Romanists, but now truly con-

verted to Christ and his religion—men
who thoroughly understand the whole

subject in debate, and can clearly and

properly state and defend the Christian

system—men who can sympathize with

the down-trodden and oppressed—can

speak to the heart as well as to the

understanding, and deal kindly, and in

the Gospel's spirit, with all. Such

men are needed for this work. But

though we can not just now point to

these men, there is no place for despond-

ency. He who has called the Society

into existence will, doubtless, bring

forward suitable laborers. A few

years since, these who are now in the

service so acceptably and usefully,

were in other relations, and God, we
doubt not, will, in due time, raise up

and bring forward many others. Let

us trust in him.

PUBLIC MEETINGS.

In this connection, the Board would

state, that to awaken a deeper interest
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in the objects of the Society, and to

meet the evident call of duty in the

case, on consultation with pastors and

persons of standing and influence in

Central and Western New-York, it

was deemed important to hold a num-

ber of public missionary meetings in

those parts of our country.

Arrangements were consequently

made, and several such meetings were

held early last autumn. They were

attended by large and interested audi-

ences, and the exercises were conducted

(in connection with the various pas-

tors) by 'the Secretary for Foreign

Correspondence, the Rev. Dr. McClure,

the Rev. Dr. Kirk, of Boston, Mass.,

(who from the beginning has taken a

lively interest in the Society and done

much to promote its efficiency and

welflire,) and by the Rev. Mr. Leo,

who has been engaged in the service

of the Society for several years. These

meetings were held in Utica, Syracuse,

Auburn, Geneva, Rochester, Canan-

daigua, Buffalo, and Lockport.

PUBLICATIONS.

The Board have continued during

the year as usual to publish the monthly
magazine which bears the name of the

Society, and is devoted to the pl-omo-

tion of its interests. They have sought

to make it an instructive and welcome
visitor to the families that receive it.

It is printed on good white paper,

with clear, readable type, and will

make a volume in the course of the

year of nearly 400 pages.

This periodical is sent gratuitously

to the Life Members and Life Direc-

tors of the Society, and to many other

persons of distinction in this and other

countries. It is sent to reading-rooms

and libraries, and various associations

in many of the colleges and theological

seminaries in the land, and also to

many of the Young Men's Christian

Associations in our cities and larger

towns.

As it is published chiefly for the

purpose of diffusing information upon

topics connected with the labors and

designs of the Society, it is furnished

to subscribers at the low price of one

dollar a year, in advance. Its circula-

tion is now quite extensive, but its list

of subscribers ought to be greatly in-

creased. In few ways can an indivi-

dual or family procure so large an

amount of important and valuable

matter, historical, statistical, mission-

ary, moral, and religious, etc., for

one dollar as is comprised in the vol-

ume which is furnished by the Society

in the course of a year.

But, in addition to this, it can enter

many places from which the mission-

ary or missionary agent is excluded,

and do a work of vast importance. It

is from those who have thought closely,

and read and observed much in regard

to the work in which we are engaged,

that the most cordial and effective help

is derived. The Board desire, there-

fore, for various reasons, that efforts

be made to extend the circulation of

this monthly organ of the Society.

BOOKS.

The Board have also republished edi-

tions of the following works, namely :

Popery the Man of Sin and the Son of

Perdition ; Fox's Book of Martyrs
;

Romanism Compared with the Bible
;

Rise and Fall of Popery ; Romanism
incompatible with Republican Princi-

ples ; Middleton's Letter ; Trial of the

Pope
; Ciocci

;
Foreign Conspiracy

;

The Conversion and Sufferings of

Sarah Dougherty.
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PAMPHLETS AND TEACTS. 0

Of the Sixth Annual Report, an

octavo pamphlet of 84 pages, the Board

published and distributed an edition of

seven thousand copies.

To the series of tracts in process of

publication, they have added Numbers

7 and 8, entitled " Questions Answer-

ed," and " Romish Convents."

Monasteries and nunneries are rapid-

ly increasing in the land, and many of

the evils incident to them are begin-

ning to show themselves among us.

Copies of the tract " Romish Con-

vents," were therefore sent in the win-

ter to the executive officers of the na-

tional government, and members of

both Houses of Congress at AVash-

ington, and to the members of the

Legislatures of the several States then

in session.

The Board have also reproduced

editions of other numbers of the series,

and in different parts of the United

States have put into circulation up-

wards of 200,000 pages.

The gratuitous distribution of books

and tracts during the year, in different

parts of the country, amounts to up-

wards of three thousand dollars.

SUNDAY-SCHOOL LIBRARY.

This Library consists of twenty-one

volumes. It is sold for seven dollars.

It is designed for, and adapted to, the

use of the more advanced classes, and

the Board are happy to be able to say

that within the year past, it has be-

come somewhat extensively known,

and is gaining an encouraging circula-

tion. Orders have been received for

it from the Eastern, Middle, Western,

Southern, and South-western sections

of the country, and even from Kansas.

The Board have supplied between

three and four hundred schools in

these different places, each with a copy

of the library. During the current

year they hope to supply many more.

THE SOCIETY'S LIBRARY.

The Society's library is gradually

becoming larger and more valuable as

an auxiliary to the work to be done.

Through the kindness of a friend, in

answer to the appeal upon the subject,

published in the last Annual Report,

the Board have been enabled to add

upwards of 07ie hundred volumes,

some, at least, rare and curious, to the

number previously contained in it.

From other sources they have also

obtained upwards of Jlfti/ volumes,

some of which are of great value, and

are becoming more so as the subject

of Romanism increasingly attracts the

attention of the community, and fur-

nishes more frequent occasion for

public discussions. There should be

many more works on the literature

of Romanism and the Reformation, on

their shelves than there are, and the

Board will venture to hope that some

of the friends of the Society to whom
God has intrusted the means, will en-

able them before long to supply the

volumes needed.

Let us now proceed to consider the

operations of the year in the foreign

field.

FOREIGN FIELD.
CANADA.

The work of evangelization among

the Papists in Canada is steadily pro-

gressing. Evangelists, schools, and

colporteurs are the agents chiefly re-

lied on for its advancement, and they

are employed in considerable num-

bers, and at different points. The
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two schools at Point-aiix-Trembles, a

few miles from Montreal, under the

direction of the French-Canadian Mis-

sionary Society, one of which is de-

voted to the education of boys, and

the other of girls, are in a prosperous

condition. More than ordinary seri-

ousness and attention to the subject of

religion have distinguished the pupils

of both of these institutes for some

time past, and quite a number of them

give hopeful evidence of personal

piety.

As in all other cases, the Romish

hierarchy strenuously oppose all ef-

forts for the evangelization of the

Papal population. But still there is

evidence that the Gospel and its happy

influences are making their way among

its multitudes.

The Society has had from the Board

during the year, five hundred dollars,

in additition to the sums obtained

from various places within the limits

of the "Home Field."

HAYTI.

For more than two years the labors

of the Rev. Arthur Waring, the So-

ciety's missionary in this island, have

been embarrassed by the government,

or local authorities, as it is believed

through the agency of the Romish
priests. Just before the last anniv^er-

sary of the Society, his chapel, in Don
Don, in the northern part of the

island, was closed by an order from
the Emperor. He, however, con-

tinued to perform the duties of a mis-

sionary, by visiting the people in their

dwellings, and imparting to them a

knowledge of the Gospel.

Tlie chapel has been open for some

time past. The work of evangeli-

zation has gone forward in a remark-

able manner. The congregation ga-

thered has become sufliciently estab-

lished to go into a regular organi-

zation, after the Baptist order; and

they have now the stated ministrations

of an evangelist, who labors under the

superintendence of Mr. Waring.

Mr. Waring has removed to Cape

Haytien, which he has made the prin-

cipal seat of his labors, and where he

has been encouraged by very consi-

derable success. Several persons of

standing in the island, who had been

active in persecuting him, are hope-

fully converted. They have made a

public profession of their fliith, and

have received the ordinance of bap-

tism.

Mr. Waring is very prompt and

faithful in sending reports of his ope-

rations and the state of the work, and

the usual appropriation to the mission

has been remitted to him by the

Board.

SOUTH-AMERICA.
CHILI.

The Rev. Mr. Williams, who went

to Valparaiso in 1853, has continued

his services there to the present time.

He early established in that town a

school for boys of Roman Catholic pa-

rents, which met with encouraging

patronage. He received into it many
indigent children and youth of pro-

mising talents, besides those who
could pay for their instruction. The

Bible was read every day in the

school, accompanied by such expla-

nations and remarks as Mr. Williams

deemed necessary or proper.

This innovation upon their usages,

and commencement of an establish-

ment whose ultimate influence must
expose themselves and their system

of operations to desertion on the part

of the people, the Romish hierarchy

could not fail to regard with distrust,
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and even to visit with their displea-

sure. But, notwithstanding the vari-

ous annoyances endured, Mr. Wil-

liams succeeded in maintaining his

position.

Under the pressure of his duties, the

health of Mr. Williams has given way,

and he early notified the Board of the

fact, and of the necessity for a suspen-

sion of his labors. With much anxiety

for his comfort, and desire also for the

welfare of the mission, they lost no

time in making inquiries for some

suitable person to take charge of the

school. The Board hope before long

to obtain some one to succeed him.

It is gratifying to know that the

principles of religious toleration are

gradually widening their sphere in

Chili, and consequently that the way
is becoming constantly more open

there for the introduction of the Gos-

pel. The appropriations to this mis-

sion have also been remitted.

BRAZIL.

The Rev. V. D. Collins, who was

ordained and sent out by the Board in

June last, to labor in Brazil, arrived

safely in Rio de Janeiro, the place of

his destination. After his arrival he

lost no time in beginning to make

arrangements for future labors. He
soon gained a situation in one of the

largest colleges of the empire, located

in that city, and an opportunity of

giving instruction a portion of each

day to some of the students.

Mr. Collins has devoted a part of

the Sabbaths since he has been in the

city, to preaching to the English in the

factories, and also to teaching a Sab-

bath-school. He has also given much
time to the work of domiciliary visits,

in which he finds an open door for use-

fulness among the natives.

[June, I

The idolatries and corruptions of the
,

great apostasy are apparent in every
j

department of society and of govern-
i

ment, and there is but little disposition
'

anywhere manifest to have it other-
i

wise. He is not, however, discour- i

aged in his work. The darkness and \

anti- Christian character of the scenery

rather stimulate his zeal, and call forth '

his persevering efforts.
;

Full remittances have been made '

to this mission, and the Board look ;

upon it with deep interest, and trust

that God will ultimately send the light
\

of his Gospel throughout that great
\

empire.
!

EUKOPE.
1

In the order of the narrative of !

their operations in the eastern hemi-
j

sphere, the Board begin with i

IRELAND.

The Rev. Alexander King, who has '

resided near Dublin, and labored many ;

years for the Society, in different parts
j

of that island, has continued his ser- ;

vice another year. He has visited i

many places and delivered courses of !

lectures on various topics connected ;

with the cause intrusted to his charge.

He has been aided by several colpor-

teurs and Bible-readers, whom he has

reported as very faithful and useful i

laborers. The growth of the Protes-

tant cause in Ireland since the com-

mencement of the Society's efforts

there, has been beyond the expecta-
j

tions of its warmest friends. A great
j

many laborers from different denomi- I

nations have entered the field, and God
has crowned their efforts with astonish-

'

ing success. Not only thousands but •

te7is of thousands can be counted, who i

once were Romanists, but now have

attached themselves to the Protestant

denominations.

SEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT.

i
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To this mission the Board have for-

warded the usual appropriation.

SWEDEN.

There is no country of Protestant

name, perhaps, where the principles of

religious freedom are more circum-

scribed and ignored than in Sweden.

Hence the propriety of the labors of

the Board within its limits. They

have maintained during the year the

missionaries formerly employed—the

Rev. Messrs. Rosenius and Ahnfelt.

The labors of the former of these

brethren are confined chiefly to Stock-

holm, where he is engaged in preach-

ing in different places, and in editing

two publications. The labors of the

latter are extended over a wide region

of the interior, comprising a large

number of villages and rural dis-

tricts.

It is highly gratifying to know that

the efforts of these excellent men are

blessed of God, in an eminent man-

ner. There has been within the past

year, a general awakening of the peo-

ple in large districts to th^ subject of

personal religion, and immense audi-

ences, amounting sometimes to two

and even to three thousand people,

have assembled to listen to the ser-

mons and colloquial instructions of the

missionary in villages through which

it was published he would pass.

Full remittances have been sent to

this station.

BELGIITM.

Belgium, though one of the most

thoroughly Popish countries of the

European Continent, has a liberal con-

stitution, which guarantees complete

religious toleration.

Under its protection the Evangelical

Society of Belgium are enabled to pro

secute their labors with comparatively

little interruption.

The Board increased the appropria-

tion to this field last year, to an amount

sufficient to sustain four laborers, under

the direction of the Society named.

They are much encouraged in their

efforts.

The appropriation was duly for-

warded.
FEANCE.

The operations of the Board in

France are conducted through the

Evangelical Missionary, and Central

Protestant, Societies, located at Paris.

The former is connected with churches

which adopt the voluntary principle in

support of their pastors, and the latter

with the churches recognized and sus-

tained by the national government.

To these Societies the Board have sent

their usual appropriation of three

thousand five hundred dollars ; to the

former, $2500, and to the latter

81000, an amount sufficient to sustain

from eighteen to twenty laborers.

They are pained to know that the

efforts of the brethren in connection

with the Evangelical Society have been

greatly embarrassed, that their places

of worship in some districts have been

closed, and their schools discontinued,

and their colportage forbidden. The

missionaries have been prosecuted and

fined by the courts at the instigation

of the enemies of the Protestant fiiith,

of which fact the American community

has been informed through the columns

of our monthly magazine.

The operations in connection with

the Central Society have not been so

much embarrassed, though they have

not escaped the opposition of the

enemy.

And in this connection they are

1 happy to announce to the members of
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the Society that measures have been

adopted to establish in the city of

Paris an

American Chapel.

They have also appointed the Rev.

R. S. S. Dickinson chaplain, who is

expected to enter upon his duties early

next autumn. Besides the sum of

$10,000 raised for this object by the

friends in Paris, several thousands

have been raised by the Board in this

country.

GENEVA.

To the Evangelical Society of Ge-

neva, Switzerland, the Board have

also extended their cooperation, dur-

ing the year. And they are cheered

with the intelligence received of the

instances of favor with which God has

blessed the efforts of his people in that

ancient city of the Reformers, notwith-

standing the persecutions to which the

missionaries at some of its stations

have been subjected.

The appropriation to the treasury

of the Geneva Society, sufficient to

sustain from four to six laborers, has

been remitted.

PIEDMONT.

Tlie Waldenses, that most interest-

ing people, so long the object of Pa-

pal persecution, have not been for-

gotten by the Board in their distribu-

tion of the charities of the American

churches. They have forwarded to

the treasury of the Table one thou-

sand dollars, and are permitted to re-

port that its missionary labors are in

a very prosperous and encouraging

condition.

THE CHAPEL AT ROME.

The reopening of the chapel in

Rome, and the proper conduct of its

services during the winter, together

with a number of other matters deeply

affecting the future operations of the

Society, and requiring for their ad-

justment the personal agency of one

of its officers, induced the Board to

forego for a season the benefits to be

derived from the service, in this coun-

try, of the Secretary for Foreign Cor-

respondence, the Rev. Dr. McClure,

and to request him to go to Europe and

attend to these things. He therefore

left New-York, as intimated on another

page of this Report, in the month of

November last; and having stopped

at London, Dublin, Edinburgh, and

Paris a short time to discharge some

of the duties of his mission, he reached

the "Eternal City" in the latter part of

the month of December. Through the

courtesy of Mr. Cass, who appropri-

ated, as before, a part of his house to

the chapel-service, the necessary ar-

rangements were speedily made, and

the Secretary entered at once upon

the duties of the chaplaincy, which he

continued to discharge till about the

close of last March.

His visit to Rome, and the service

he has rendered there, have been of

great benefit. The attendance on his

ministry has been unusually large, and

his services [have been highly appreci-

ated.

On retiring from Rome to attend to

other duties. Dr. McClure committed

the chaplaincy to the Rev. James J

.

Marks, of Quincy, Illinois.

CONCLUSION.

In thus reviewing the operations of

the year, there is found a great deal

to excite the emotions of grief and of

joy-

In the progress of the year there

has been witnessed much of the Avork-
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ings of depravity, of the combinings

of policy and power, of selfishness and

hostility to a pure and spiritual reli-

gion, often under friendly pretenses

and a fair exterior, in order to resist

the progress of the cause of truth in

the earth, and to prolong the reign of

ruinous errors and sensual indul-

gences.

And many doors for great useful-

ness have been opened, which, for

want of laborers and other means,

could not be entered.

But notwithstanding all these things,

which naturally induce sadness, there

is no reason for the indulgence of feel-

ings of a despondent character. These

evils have their counterbalance in the

activity that distinguishes multitudes

of the people of God, in their wakeful-

ness to every thing that affects the

cause of evangelical religion; and in

the rich and abundant fruits which

have been gathered from the labors

that have been performed in this por-

tion of the great moral vineyard.

There is, therefore, reason for con-

gratulation and joy on the part of all

who have engaged in any way in en-

deavors to further the interests of the

Protestant cause.

So much has not been done in one

year in resisting the encroachments of

the Man of Sin since the Reformation,

as in the last year.

Multitudes in Papal lands are long-

ing for deliverance, and are ready to

listen to the messages of the Gospel.

Many who have been restrained from
hearing those messages, have recently

come to the possession of religious

freedom. The fields are now white,

ready to the harvest, and God, in his

providence, seems calling to his peo-

ple in a remarkable manner, to enter

into them and reap. And blessed will

that servant be, who shall be found so
'

doing when the Lord of the vineyard
\

shall come.

I

CIRCULAR.
The Committee appointed by the

;

American and Foreign Christian Union> ;

on the American Chapel in Paris, have \

addressed the following " Circular" to
!

the Christian public. We desire to
^

call attention to it, and respectfully re-
j

quest the friends of the enterprise to
\

communicate with the Committee at

an early day. No time should be lost
j

in acti?ir/ upon it. The friends in
|

Paris are ready to act, and merely 1

wait now to hear from their friends at

home

:

AMERICAN CHAPEL IN PAEIS.
;

The undersigned beg leave respectfully
[

to call the attention of the Christian Pub-
j

lie to a subject of great importance to the
j

welfare of our fellow-countrymen abroad.
,

There are about three thousand Ameri- i

cans, from all sections of the United
j

States, residing the whole or a part of the \

year in Paris, including some tico hundred

young men in the medical and other col-
|

leges, who are dependent on the English
j

or French clergymen there for religious

instruction, and for consolation in the hour

of sickness or death, and even for the last
\

oflBces of religion at the grave. >

All the time and efforts of those clergy- 1

men are demanded to supply the wants of I

their own countrymen, and although
|

great kindness has been shown by them to
j

Americans, yet the residents there have
j

long felt the absolute necessity of provid-
j

ing for their own spiritual wants., and have \

now organized a Committee, of which A.W.
Little, Esq., is President, Chas. Stuart -

Wurts, Jr., Esq., Secretary, and Joseph \

D. B. Curtis, Esq., Treasurer, for the pur-
j

pose of building a suitable American Cha- -

pel, and providing a resident American

Chifplain.

And in order that the evangelical and

i
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unsectarian character of the enterprise

may be secured and perpetuated, they

have applied to the American and Foreign

Christian Union—an association of Christ-

ians of all evangelical denominations—to

take the Chapel under their care and

patronage, and to raise such additional

funds in this country as may be necessary

to make it in all respects such as may be

worthy of American Christians in Paris.

They have already pledged themselves

for about fifteen thousand dollars of the

sum required, and have selected a site

in the most desirable part of the city, and

now earnestly ask of their friends in this

country the needed assistance to com-

plete the undertaking.

It is unnecessary for the undersigned to

dwell on the great importance of such

a place for religious worship in the " First

City of Europe." Many arguments in its

favor will at once suggest themselves to

every American Christian and patriot, and
especially to those who may have children

or friends residing there, or who may
themselves frequently visit Paris.

At least Twenty Thousand Dollars will

be needed from this country to make
the edifice what it should be ; and from

the liberal spirit shown by those already

called on, we can not doubt that the

amount will be secured.

Anson G. Phelps, Chairman^ "j ^
Wm. W. Stone, C. C. North,

| | ^Is*

D. Dunbar, M. De Motte, j.
i ^ 6 (2

C. B. Hatch, E. J. Brown,
j
| *

S. B. Holmes,
J

New-Yorh, 1856.

N. B.—Subscriptions or donations may be
sent to either member of the Committee, or to

the Rev. Drs. Fairchild and McClure, Secre-

taries of the American and Foreign Christian

Union, No. 156 Chambers street, New-York.

NEW PUBLICATIONS.
1. The Rise op the Dutch Republic ; a

History. By John L. Motley. 3 vols.

8vo. Harper & Brothers, New-York. This

is a work of great value. In its preparation

Air. Motley has availed himself largely of the

best helps to be found in public and private

libraries, in Holland and elsewhere, and fur-

nished his readers with a large amount of ori-

ginal and exceedingly interesting matter.

The period comprised in this history, com-
mences with the abdication of Charles V. and
the reign of PhUip II., and ends with the con-

solidation of the Republic, and the death of

William the Silent, from 1555 to 1584. The
story of persecutions and tyranny, on the

one hand, and of patriotisai and fidelity on
the other, till the establishment of the repub-

lic, by the oppressed Hollanders, is adapted

to excite the livehest interest. The work is

ably executed, and is handsomely got up, and
is worthy of a place upon the shelves of the

pubhc and private libraries in the land. It is

highly spoken of in the English journals. We
wish it a wide circulation.

Mr. Motley proposes to furnish an addi-

tional work upon the history of that repubhc.

2. History of Europe from the Fall
OF Napoleon in 1815 to the Accession
OF Louis Napoleon in 1852. By Sir Ar-
chibald Alison, Bart. 2 vols., 8vo, pp.

441 and 479. Harper & Brothers, 329, 331,

Pearl street, New-York. This is a valuable

work. It comprises a period of the nine-

teenth century, which embraces very many
events of great interest to human society.

The object of the author is to develop the

progress of the arts of peace, the course of

public opinion, in relation to politics and mo-
rals, the history of literature, religion, and
civilization, during the time contemplated;
and although some infehcities in expression,

and some statements, in regard to facts, oc-

cur, about which different opinions may ob-

tain, he has produced a work which will,

doubtless, gain a commanding influence, and
a permanent reputation. The page is double-

columned, and the type smaller than we
could desire, in a work of so much import-

ance. This can be remedied, however, in

future editions. The volumes now pubhshed
bring the history down to 1831. Others are

expected to follow, to complete the design.

They will be looked for with interest.

3. The Spanish Conquest in America,
AND ITS Relation to the History of
Slavery, and to the Government of

Colonies. By Arthur Helps. 2 Yols.,

12mo, pp. 490 and 470. Harper & Brothers,

Franklin Square, New-York, 1856. The ob-

ject of this work, as intimated by the au-
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thor, is to exhibit both conquest, and its re-

sult in America—the mode of colonial govern-

ment, which obtained—the disappearance, in

some places, of the native races, and the in-

troduction of other races, and thus to eluci-

date the great subject, historically, of slavery.

The volumes contain much that is interesting.

They are well got up with good type, white

paper, and handsome cloth bindhag. The
work is of English origin.

4, A Lady's Second Journey round
THE World, from London to the Cape op

Good Hope, Borneo, Java, Sumatra,
Celebes, Ceram, the Moluccas, etc., Ca-

lifornia, Panama, Peru, Eucador, and
the United States. By Ida Pfeifer.

Harper & Brothers, Franklin Square, New-
York. 1856. Pp. 500, 12mo. The author-

ess is an Austrian lady. Her book is written

with considerable ability, and contains a

very large amount of new and interesting

matter. The tour lies out of the circle of or-

dinary travel, and the narrative derives from

this circumstance no small share of its attrac-

tiveness. We think it will be read with

much satisfaction.

5. A Key to the Bible : being an Expo-
sition OF the History, Axioms, and Gene-
ral Laws of Sacred Interpretation. By
David Dobie. New-York : C. Scribner, Pub-

lisher. 12 mo, pp. B22. Hitherto the science of

Sacred Hermeneutics has received but little

attention except by divines, and by common

consent it seems to have been left in their

custody, as suited to them exclusively. But
all classes have a deep interest at stake in

understanding it, and also the right applica-

tion of its principles. We are happy there-

fore to see contributions made to this depart-

ment of theological literature, and especially

in such form as to bring the subject within
the grasp of the masses of our population.

Mr. Dobie has made a book for the people.

It is suited to Sabbath-school teachers, to

parents, to any individual. In saying this

we do not design, however, to indorse every
thing contained in it.

" Many would differ with
the author about the double sense of prophecy,

and some other minor matters ; but we mean
to say that we regard the book as of great

value, and hope it will have a wide circula-

tion. The publisher has done a good service

in giving it to the public. It is well got up,

with good paper and clear, readable type.

6. The Second Marriage
;

or, A Daugh-
ter's Trials: A Domestic Tale of New-
York. By Charles Burdette, Author of
" The Convict's Child," " The Gambler,"
"LillaHart," "The Elliot Family," "Never
tooLaie," etc. New-York: Charles Scribner.

12mo, pp. 238. A very well-written story,

adapted to show some of the worst and best

phases of our common humanity.

(2^^ Notice of oilier looks received, for want
of room, will appear in the next number.
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ON BEHALF OP THE AMERICAN AND FOREIGN CHRISTIAN UNION, FROM THE 1st OF
APRIL to THE 1st OF MAY, '185Q.

New-Hampshibe.

Chester. Cong. Ch., $8 50
Laconia. Cong. Ch., 7 52
Meredith. Cong. Ch., in part, 4 50

Vermont.

West-Rutland. Cong. Ch. and Society, 82 00
Benson. 1st Cong. Ch., Rev. A. Hyde, 9 80

Massachttsbtts.

Hadley. Plainville Monthly Concert, in full of ,

Silas Ayres L. M., 10 00
Winchester. Cong. Ch., (a balance,) 2 25
Boston. Central Cong. Ch., 100 ('2

Mount Vernon Ch., (a balance,) 1 25
Old South Ch., (a balance,) 8 00

Ipswich. 1st Cong. Ch., 42 03
South Ch., 27 76

Hopkinton. Wm. Claflin, 10 00
Cong. Ch., 44 00

Maiden. Timothy C. Whittemore, in full, to
make Mrs. Deborah Whittemore a L. M., 25 00

East-Abington. Cong. Ch., 8 64
Saxonville. Cong. Ch., 21 00
Roxbury. Eliot Ch., 88 48
Amherst. Rev. Jos. Haven, from the Estate of

the late Mrs. Elizabeth Haven, 20 00
Chelsea. Broadway Ch., Rev. J. A. Copp, $20

;

Others, $45.71 65 71

Lee. Wm. H. Bartlett, add. for L. M, 10 00
Templeton. A Friend, 2 00

Ehodk-Island.

Providence. Bequest by John H. Mason, 110 00

Richmond-st. Ch., 76 00

High-st. Ch., 69 84
Moses B. Ives, 25 00
John C. Brown, 25 00
Beneficent Ch., in part, 161 00
Central Ch., 173 25

Connecticut.

South-Britain. Dr. N. C. Baldwin for L. M., per
Rev. A. E. Lawrence, '10 00

New-Haven. A Lady, 2 00
Cheshire. Cong. Ch., 15 00
Southington. Cong. Ch., 39 00
Bridgeport. George Sterling, Esq., 5 00
South-Windsor. Jerusha Treat, 5 00
Litchfield. A Lady, 10 00
Clinton. Benevolent Asso., 15 00
Deep River. Rev. G. W. Connitt's Cong'n,.. . 12 00
New-Haven. John B. Barnard's Legacy, in

part, per Nathaniel A. Bacon, Executor,. .1,000 00
Willimantic. Cong. Ch. and Soc, in full, to

make Mrs. Lora A. Baldwin a L. M., 12 21
North-Branford. Cong. Ch., 20 56
Berlin. 2d Cong. Ch. and Cong'n, 25 00
New-Haven. Mrs. Prof. Gibbs, 5 00
Farmington. 1st Cong. Society, per Rev. Dr.

Porter, , 29 00

New-Yobk.
Brooklyn. In the May No., R. D. Ch., (Dr.

Beecher,) should be Dr. Bethune.
New-York City. P. R.W 30 CO
W. E. Lawrence, 10 00

East-Bloomfield. Cong, Ch., per S. Hough,
Treasurer 88 50

Tarrytown. 1st Ref. D. Ch., 8 50
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Rochester. Brick Ch., T2 88

Brooklyn. A Friend for L. M., 30 00

Vienna. 1st Presb. Ch., Rev. B. B. Stockton,.. 6 75

Camden. Cong. Ch., Thos. Stone, Treasurer,. 17 00

Troy. 1st Presb. Ch., in part, to make Rev.

Robt. R. Booth, Jas. H. Howe, Edwd. S. Ful-

ler, and David Cowes L. M's., 65 00

Newton. John Pebles, 10 00

Candor. Capt. Abel Hart, 10 00

Rotterdam. Thos. J. Dorn, 10 00

Pittsford. 1st Presb. Ch., to make Rev. Job
PiersonL. M., 32 00

Albert Marcellus, for L. M., 5 00

Meth. Epis. Ch., 3 24

I.ima. To make Rev. John Barnard, D.D., a
L. M., 31 3S

Edwd. Warner, for L. M., 5 00

West-Bloomfield. Cong. Ch., 7 97

Binghamton. Rev. P. Lockwood and Wife, for

Matilda D. Lockwood's L. M., 10 00

Presb. Ch., 40 46

Cong. Ch., 4 00

Williamsburgh. H. C. Richardson, 3 00

Brooklyn. Aaron Kingsland, Esq., 5 00

New-York City. Thos. S. Wilmurt, 4 00

Buskirk's Bridge. Tiossiocke R. D. Ch., add.

for Dan'l Hilts' L. M.. per Rev. Jno. B. Shaw, 9 00

Bethel. Rev. Loring Brewster, for the Paris

Chapel, 5 00

N. Y. City. A Friend, for the Paris Chapel, ... 2 00

N. Kortright, 9 00

Baldwinsville, 7 41

Springfield, in part, for the Presb. Sabbath-

School L. M., 25 15

Chittenango. Ref. Dutch Ch., (balance,"* 3 00

Niskayuna and Lishaskill. Ref. Dutch Ch., in

part of L. M., for Sabbath-School, 9 39

New-Jebsey.

Belvidere. Church of Belvidere, 10 00

Mendham. Meth. Epis. Ch., 5 33

Newark. Sarah C. Webster, 3 50

Cedarville. 2d Presb. Ch, 30 00

Fairton. Presb. Ch 24 00

Bridgeton. 2d Presb. Ch., 36 00

Parsippany. Presb. Ch., add., 4 50

Pennsylvania.

Philadelphia. Kensington 1st Presb. Ch., 50 66

A Friend, 6 35

Maryland.

Port Deposit. John Carson, 1 00

Baltimore. St. John's Ch., Liberty St., to make
Rev. A. Webster a L. M., 30 75

Geokgia.

MarshallviUe. Meth. Epis. Ch., 26 50

Fort Valley. Meth. Epis. Ch., 8 80

Individuals, 13 50

Dalton. Meth. Epis, Ch., 14 75

Presb. Ch., 5 50

Forsyth. :Meth. Epis. Ch., in full, to make Rev.

C. A. FuUwood a L. M., 14 00

Lagrange. Meth. Epis. Ch., 10 40

Alabama.
Selma. N. Waller, 5 00

Kentfcky.

Louisville. Walnut-st. Christian Ch., add.,. .. 5 00

Chestnut-st. Presb. Ch., 150 20

1st Asso. Ref. P. Ch., 4 65

3d Presb. Ch., 19 80

Eighth-street M. E. Ch., in part, 10 00

Missouri.

St. Louis. Union Presb. Ch., 85 40
Ist M. E. Church South, 82 64
1st Ger. M. E. Ch., 9 95
Sturgeon Market Bapt. Ch., 13 45
1st Presb. Ch., Joseph K. Bent, in full of his

L. M., $10 ; Messrs. Scarritt, Kerr, Whit-
more, Porter, Benthrow, each $10 ;

Others,
$27.50, 87 50

Central Presb. Ch., John Brown, to make
Mrs. Elizabeth Brown, a L. M., $30 ; F. W.
Plant, in part, L. M., $20; Messrs. W. W.
Plant and J. S. Smith, each $10; others,

$63.50, 133 50
1st Colored Presb. Ch., in part, 7 05
A Friend at Lucas & Simonds', 1 00
2d Bapt. Ch., add Mrs. Capt. Wineland, 2 00
Morris Collins, Esq., 80 00
Central Presb. Ch.,add., 10 50

St. Charles. Wm. Boal, 1 00

Illinois.

Lacon. Presb. Ch., to complete L. M. of Rev.
Wm. B. Christopher, and balance, $21.24,

to make another L. M., in part, 34 33
Lisbon. Cong. Ch., 10 00
Newark. Cong. Ch., 7 41
CoUinsville. Rev. G. C. Clark, 3 00

Indiana.

Putnamvillc. Add.for Mr. Hawley'sL. M., 100
A Student, 1 00

Bainbridge. Wm. Hillis & Son, $2 ; Dr. West,
$1 ; Others, $5, 8 00
Cumberland Presb. Ch., 2 75
N. S. Presb. Ch., 8 00
Individuals, 5 50

Ladoga. Bapt. Ch., to make Rev. Gibbon
Williams L. M., in part, 10 00
Individuals, 1 56

ParkerKburgh. David Hosteller, $3; Others,
$14.95, in full of Rev. Moody Chase, L. M.,.. 17 95

Greencastle. 0. S. Presb. Ch., 4 90
N. S. Presb. Ch., in full of Rev. H. A. Rosse-

ter's L. M., 25 50
N. S. Presb. Ch., add 5 95

Walnut Creek. N. S. Presb. Ch., 2 95

Ohio.

Oberlin. J. M. Fitch, part L. M., 5 00
Marietta. Mrs. U. S. R. Wells' Class in Cong.
Sabbath-School, 5 00

Morning Sun. Asso. Ref. Presb. Ch., to make
John Simpson L. M., 50 00

Granville. G. B. Johnson and Wife, 10 00
Female Academy, add., 2 00
Cong. Ch. add., 2 12

Hamilton. Rev. A. O. Patterson 2 00
Tallmadge. Dr. D. Upson, for L. M., $5; Be-
nevolent Asso., in part for L. M., $24.75, 29 75

Cuyahoga Falls. Hon. E. N. Sill, for L. M., $5

;

Cong. Ch., $9.22 ;
Cash, 53c., 14 75

Ridgeville. Cong. Ch., to make, in part, Rev.
, Curtis C. Baldwin L. M., 15 00
Medina. 1st Cong. Ch., TOO
Wakeman. In part to make Rev. Jas M. Van
Wagner L. M., 5 00

Texas.

Lavaca. Monthly Concert, per F. Beaumont, 5 00

Anson G. Phelps, Treasurer.
May 1, 1S56.
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