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Record may know that their subscription expires with this isssue, and

should renew without delay, that they may receive the next number.

Our President sailed from Liverpool by the Germanic on September

.16, and if God prospers her, will be at home before this reaches our

readers. Mrs. Parkhurst took to the bicycle before leaving the country last

spring, and she has made many pleasant excursions with Dr. Parkhurst during

the summer. She writes: "I have ridden nearly 400 miles and walked

nearly 200. My longest ride has been 27 miles, though I have ridden 25

miles several times. The wheels are heavier here, and I expect to be able

to do much better when I get onto my light wheel. It is great fun, and I

think has done me much good."

The annual meeting of the mission was held in Paris, in the Church of

the Oratoire du Louvre, the last Sunday in April. It was a most successful

meeting, the addresses by M. Sautter, and Pastors Hollard of the Free Church,

Paris, and Kissel of Lorient, were much enjoyed. The report read by Mr.

Greig was full of encouragement, though the curtailing of the work gave it a

sombre hue. There was good singing, two pieces having been specially set to

music by the young organist, M. Sabra, who is a child of the American Syrian

Mission at Beyrout, and is studying music at the Paris Conservatory. The

words of one of the pieces had been written for the meeting by Pastor Edouard

Monod of Marseilles, commencing, "Nous prechons Ton amour, Redempieur

adorabley The other was from the McAll hymn-book, being by Pastor A. Fisch.

We would especially urge upon officers and managers of our several Aux-

iliaries the importance of seeing that a copy of " The Cruise of the Mystery " is

in every Sunday-school library. Children are deeply impressed by what they

read, and there is no reason to doubt that by this simple and inexpensive

method a host of workers may be raised up to take our places when we are

gone. The book may be had from the General Secretary at 75 cents postpaid.

Any other volume of the same size would cost considerably more than this.

Be sure to take advantage of the next overhauling of your Sunday-school

library to present the merits of this book to your library committee. It would

be well also to see that it is placed in the public libraries of your towns, and

villages, those where you spend your summers as well as those where you reside

the rest of the year.
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The Annual Report of the Association, containing the minutes of the last

annual meeting, held at Elizabeth, N. J., last May, may be had for free

distribution by applying to the General Secretary, Miss C. Remington, 1710

Chestnut Street, Philadelphia.

There are still in hand two copies of the photograph of the group of

members of the Board of Direction, Paris, which we should be glad to turn

into money for the benefit of the work.

Miss Annie Esray Johnson, who has given several years to faithful work in

the McAll Mission, sailed for France on September 3, to resume her labors

there after some months of much needed rest at her home, Bryn Mawr, Pa.

The work at Boulogne, Marquise, etc., is going on most charmingly.

Notwithstanding great heat, the Summer attendance in Paris has been good.

During the year 1895-96 there were held in our Mission : Conferences,

21,117, of which 6,162 were for children; tracts, portions of New Testaments,

Bibles, etc., distributed, 440,226; visits made, 22,475. On the ist of March,

1896, we had 107 stations, with 14,910 seats.

Mme. Le Gay writes of her Mothers' Meeting, in Salle Rivoli :
" I notice

that we have had many more young women with us this winter, an encouraging

feature. Among the two hundred present each week, there are from ten to

twenty new faces each time, coming from all parts of Paris."

Dr. Burroughs is keeping on with the work at St. Etienne, at his own

charges if need be. From the Paris Quarterly we learn that the Board has the

promise of one thousand francs from a lady in America towards that station,

which has encouraged him in his determination to continue at his post.

One ot the methods employed last spring by the Board of Direction, Paris,

to widen and deepen interest in our work in Great Britain was to send thither

Mr. Brown, long a faithful servant of the Mission in Paris, to speak in Scot-

land. He visited thirty-eight towns, preached or lectured with stereopticon

forty-five times in six weeks. The stereopticon lectures were .very much
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appreciated—so much so that Mr. Brown suggests tliat the next visitor to this

country ought to bring the views wilh him.

Our readers will be interested to learn that the Rev. Samuel H. Anderson,

whose visit to this country in behalf of the Mission was so successful a few years

ago, but who, in consequence of the retrenchments of last year, was obliged to

seek for some other field of usefulness, has accepted the post of agent of the

French Committee for the Evangelization of Israel. Mr. Anderson's earnest

and winning address will doubtless be of great service in gaining him a hearing

among the Jews of I'Vance.

Last winter, while the Bon Messager was at Jouy, Mr. Brown escorted a

party of Americans to visit it. On their way they called at Cergy to visit the

farmer's family in which so remarkable a work of grace had taken place, as

related in a former Record. "It was quite a touching scene," Mr. Brown

writes. " Your American ladies each received a kiss from the women." Before

leaving Paris one of the gentlemen of the party gave an account of this visit

in the American Church, and said that it was the most pleasant recollection he

should carry back to America.

There are still at the Bureau a number of copies of Miss Moggridge's very

pleasant little sketches of French life entitled "Among the French Folk."

As we have elsewhere said, we need to know more than we do about the

environment and setting of our work. This little book is very valuable for

its pictures of French character and the modes of life and thought of the

common people of France. It costs only 50 cents. We are sure there is in

every Auxiliary some generous-minded member able to purchase it for lending

around among her fellow members. It might be put into a Sunday-school

library when every one has read it.

Those of our friends who support chairs in one or another of the halls

naturally like to sit in, or at least to see, these very chairs, when they visit

France. Inscribed as they usually are with the names of dear children, or of the

beloved dead, they are very sacred. But often they fail to find them simply

for want of going to the mission headquarters to learn in what station these

chairs are to be found. We advise all such friends to make an early visit to 36

Rue Godot de Mauroy, on arriving in Paris; they will there ascertain the loca-

tion of their own chairs, and make the acquaintance of some of the officers of

the mission. The office is very central, only a little way off the Rue Royale,

in the very heart of the historic part of Paris.
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DR. McALL'S MEMOIR

There is no friend of the McAU Mission who will not be glad to learn that

the memorial volume, upon which Mrs. McAll has been occupied since Dr.

McAU's death, is now published. Its title is "Robert Whitaker McAll,

Founder of the McAll Mission, Paris." It consists of the fragment of an auto-

biography which Mrs. McAll found upon his desk a few days after his death, and

the continuation of his story by his wife ; not so much a regular biography as

what she herself calls it, a "souvenir." It is illustrated with a number of

most interesting photographs and portraits, with copies of old prints and other

interesting pictures. Those of Dr. McAll's grandparents are of remarkable

beauty. The book is one of wonderful charm. It is surely needless to

urge all our members to procure copies. The American publishers are Fleming

H. Revell Company, 112 Fifth Avenue, New York, who will send copies post-

paid to any address for $1.50. The American McAlI Association has fifty

copies to dispose of, and until the supply is exhausted our readers can procure

them of us at $1.25 post-paid. Those who desire to take advantage of the

lower price should send their orders at once to the General Secretary, 17 10

Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. Why should not many of us take several

copies to use as Christmas gifts ? There can be no question that the circulation

of this remarkably interesting book will gain many friends for our work.

That the volume is highly appreciated in wider circles than those of our

mission, the following extracts prove :

[From Ze Ckris/ianisme aux XlXme Siecle.'\

A biography that will naturally find its place beside those of the

great servants of God. It will certainly look well beside those of Livingstone,

Zinzendorf, Luther, Calvin, Wesley, etc. * * * Doubtless Mr. McAll

had no need of this book to leave a beneficent memory among those who knew

him, but it will be precious to them to find him again and learn to know him

better in this biography and these portraits of the life of a man whom no one

could help admiring and loving. * * * In this monument which she has

erected to his dear memory, Mrs. McAll has continued and strengthened her

husband's work.

[From the New York Obsefver.']

The name' of the founder of the famous McAll Mission in Paris must be

familiar to Christian readers all the world over, but the story of his consecrated

activity is not nearly so well known as it ought to be. That deficiency is now

likely to be supplied in the adequate and admirable biography recently

published by the lady who was his fellow-worker as well as his
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wife. * * * Slie has built for her husband a monument more

enduring than any memorial of brass or marble that might have been

erected in his honor by the people for whom he so freely poured out

his energies of brain and heart and hand. * * * The passion of an intense

yearning for the salvation of souls shone out through every word he spoke and

every deed he did, and drew as with an irresistible spell the men he sought

within the range of his influence. The work he accomplished during the

twenty-one years of his activity in the French capital made for Robert Whitaker

McAll a great and permanent name in the Christian church.

[From the Evangelist.^

The value of this book is not limited to those who have been in a sense

co-workers with him in this mission. Its appeal is to the entire religious pub-

lic, to all who are interested in the study of mission methods and mission

results, to all who are interested in religious work in large cities, to all who

feel the importance in the history of the time of a work so unique and so simple

as the mission established by Dr. McAll in Paris nearly twenty-five years ago.

The silver anniversary of that event will be here next January, and without

doubt this volume will do much to quicken interest in the celebration of that

interesting anniversary. For it will prove to all who do not already realize it

the importance of the event which then took place.

[From the Paris Quarierly.}

We see here the widespread results from very humble beginnings. It

should teach us all, those who are young and those who are so no longer, that

to do what God gives us to do for Him, simply, heartily and faithfully, is the

most effective way of serving Him and our fellows. Dr. McAll's wonderful

power of patient, unremitting work, grasp of detail and boldness of planning,

were all brought to bear upon the one object he had before him. He turned

not aside for anything or for any one. He was given by God to see the need

of the people of Paris, and to see that he was free to come to their help, and
without wavering or flinching, he took up the work, little thinking at first

" whereunto this thing would grow." A few evenings ago we were standing

with a colleague at the end of the Rue Julien Lacroix before turning in to our

meeting in the Rue de Menilmontant, and, talking of the beginning of the

mission in that little room close by, our friend said that he had been at a

meeting in the early days, before joining the mission, and he asked a poor,

sad-faced woman why she came into the hall. "We wanted consolation, and
we came and found it here," was the simple answer. Happy the man who had

consolation to bring to such, and happy the service allotted to him

!
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WIDENING THE SCOPE OF THE "RECORD."

Our readers will remember the definition of a man of culture—that lie is

one who knows somcliiing about everything and everything about something.

The friends of the McAll Mission who would thoroughly understand the work

of the mission, all the reasons why it is needed, the circumstances under which

and the field in which it is carried on, need to hear other things than simply

the work done and results achieved in the mission itself. They need to know
something about Protestantism in France at the present day; what churches

are there, how they came to be there, and what they are doing ; what mission

works are being carried on by French Protestants, and other things of like

nature ; in other words, in order to be intelligent workers for the McAll

Mission, they need to know all about the mission and something about all

other religious activities of the Protestants of France.

To this end the Editor of the Record has made arrangements for one

article in each number concerning some phase of Protestantism in France,

which shall be written by some person thoroughly conversant with such work.

In many cases the writers are men of high standing in the French literary as

well as religious world ; men whose writings command high prices. That they

are willing to contribute an article to the Record ''for love " shows how deep

is their love for and confidence in the work of our mission. Our last number

(that for April) contained an account of the Baptist Church in France, written

by a very eminent member of that Church, who for good reasons preferred not

to sign his name. This number contains an account of the Committee of

Evangelization of the Free Churches of France ; that is, the Home Mission

work of those churches. This article is written by a prominent member of

the committee, who withholds his signature. Future numbers will contain

accounts of the missions and benevolences of other churches. These are mat-

ters with which Americans in general are totally unfamiliar, yet which are of

great importance in the development of French morals and manners at the

present time. They are particularly important to us, because of the relations,

in all c:ases friendly and always more or less close, between these various works

and our mission.

The latest official Year Book of the Protestant Church in France—that for

1894—gives the following data: The Reformed Church is divided into loi

consistories, composed of 583 chief parishes and 699 minor parishes, with 259

preaching places and 926 churches—a total of 1182 ; 128 parsonages, and 638

pastors paid by the State. The Reformed population numbers 540,483. The

Lutheran Church numbers only 6 consistories, 48 parishes, 62 pastors, and

77,553 members. The Lutheran official organ is Le Tci/toinage, issued weekly

in Paris. The total number of Protestants in France is 639,825.



Aiiiovf/ ilic ]''i7/a;/rs of France. 7

AMONG THE VILLAGES OF FRANCE.

The Frenchman does not wish to seem to be serious. He pretends an

indifference for those things wliich are nearest to his heart, so that when one

or another comes out strong!}' on the side of reh'gion and stands for a new faith

it is significant.

We would that when the opportunity is so great as it is in these villages

it were possible to meet the need. I will give you a few items as examples

of what is being done to meet the spirit of inquiry in the villages in France.

The Mission boat has been successful at St. Denis, Choisy le Roi, Juvisy,

Ris Orangis and is now at Soisy Sous Etoiles. All these places are on the Seine.

Mademoiselle Thiebaut, who was recently converted at this little floating chapel,

has herself started a Sunday-school in the village of Trepillon.

Having a room at her disposal and a few chairs upon which she placed

some boards, she was able to receive the children, who were delighted and

promised to return the next Sunday. The priests have made some trouble,

however, and have threatened the children if they should return. When last

I heard from her she proposed going to the priests for an explanation.

Mr. Brown is going to visit this interesting family, and he has invited

me to go with him ; I hope to have further news of the work begun by this

young woman.

The new Salle at Javel is an offspring of the Mission hall and Church

named after Mr. Dodds—Salle Dodds. A friend with whom Pasteur Escande

talked promised to secure the rent, and our mission has assumed the expense

of heating and lighting and speakers. The Crenelle Church has undertaken

the other expenses.

The great hindrance arises from the priests, who have shown much opposi-

tion, and who have as far as possible prevented the children from attending

who would gladly come to the meetings.

The Libre Penseurs—free thinkers—are very numerous in this quarter.

TRe work of propagating evangelical faith in and about Pons has led to a

wonderful revival of religious feeling in this district, which comprises twelve

villages. In four of these villages services are held each Sunday.

St. Palais has between thirty and forty regular attendants, who are strongly

attached to their service. Others come more or less from curiosity, while at

St. Martial there are ninety regular worshipers. On the Sunday after Ascension

a great fete was held by the Roman Catholic clergy at Pons. At the same time

a special service was held by the Protestants, to which those in sympathy with

the Protestant movement were invited in all the neighboring country. At

Jazennes the work has already borne fruit, and the many who attend the meet-
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ings seem greatly touched by the strong appeals made to accept a living faith

and live a Christian life.

At Neulles a conference was desired, and the subject requested for discus-

sion was "An exposition of the principles of Protestantism." Nearly two

hundred were present, although the priest had expressly chosen that same day

for the first communion in his parish. So interested were they that before

leaving they voted for another conference.

Thus, in many country places religious feeling is very manifest. Doubtless

there could be a great harvest in the country villages if the laborers were not

so few and the McAll Mission had the funds to send out the sowers and

the reapers.

Our American friends will be glad to know that the "Life and Work of

Dr. McAll," on which Mrs. McAll has been engaged for a long time, which

goes back to his boyhood and gives his student life and his pastoral work before

the beginning and marvellous development of our mission, is now published

and ready for distribution. I hope every McAll worker in America will secure

a copy. Annie B. Beard.

Paris, June 1896.

GOING UP THE SEINE.

We left the Bon Messager at the beginning of her spring campaign just

entering upon work at Choisy le Roi. We knew that we were within a zone

most unfavorable to Gospel work. Perhaps there is no district less easy to the

evangelist than the greater battlieue, or the circuit outside of Paris. It is neither

city nor country, lacking the spirit and life of the one, while not possessing

the tranquillity and simplicity of the other. The inhabitants are a floating

populace, with no ties of place to hold them, nor social interests to unite them.

They are often, alas, intemperate, and the easy prey of the Atheist and Socialist.

We did not expect, therefore, that our stay in such parts would be very

encouraging. At Choisy le Roi the meetings were sometimes noisy, but still

many listened, and came again and again to the meetings to listen, and, after

the boat left, those on the spot, who were able to form an opinion, considered

that more good was affected than those at work had hoped.

JUVISY

was the next stopping-place. Unfortunately we were hampered from the out-

set as we could not get the boat well placed. It was impossible to station near

the village, and a long double bridge over the lines of the railways had to be

crossed, and some little distance traversed to get to the Bon Messager. The

attendance was further reduced by unfavorable weather, so that the meetings

were often but sparsely attended. But we trust that the visit of the boat was
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not without blessing to at least some weary soul, and the tracts given and

Gospels and Testaments and hymn-books sold will perhaps be found to have

done more than the preaching of the evangelists.

A little farther up the halt was at

Ris-Orangis.

Much better numbers were obtained here, and more interest was shown. The

power of the priests was great, the children being frightened by the stcurs, who

assured them that if they went on board they would see the devil. Alas, he,

or his works, are to be seen in many other places than on the little " Noah's

Ark." The impression left by the meetings there was, we trust, much more

durable, and many were evidently greatly attracted by what they heard.

Gradually the unfavorable zone was getting left behind, and at the next

anchorage,

Soisy-sous-Etiolles,

it seemed as if the meetings were resuming their old character. The average

attendance was one hundred and forty, more than double that at the

former place.

M. Quehen writes as follows :

"Whit-Monday was a fine day for a holiday. We joined a party of

habitues of the Salle Rue Nationale (poor working people, rag-pickers, etc.)

accompanied by Pastor Merle d'Aubigne, who were going to Ris-Orangis,

where Le Bon Messager had been stationed. As there are at this place some

beautiful woods, the trip was most interesting and without doubt beneficial to

the health of all who took part in it.

" We distributed a few tracts whilst in the train, and on the road, and

upon arrival, after some hearty singing to the praise of the Lord, we had our

lunch (each one having brought their own), seated on a beautiful natural carpet

of grass, surrounded by trees and flowers of all descriptions, making the air

fragrant and invigorating.

"Afterwards we had some games, in which most of the party joined,

young and old.

" Le Bon Messager being now at Soisy, an easy distance for Ris-Orangis,

we set out in that direction and arrived just at the end of an impromptu after-

noon meeting, held for some children who had come up from Corbeil with

Pastor Pannier, and in which Monsieur F. Christol (lately returned from

Africa) and Monsieur Escande had taken part. We were rejoiced to hear that

the boat had been crowded.

" Soisy was en fete on account of a christening that had taken place ; a

good many people from the surrounding villages had come for the occasion.
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also some priests from other parishes ; a large quantity of sweets and small

silver coins had been lavished on the crowd. Several people we met in the

street, even at that early hour of the afternoon, showed us but too plainly that

the public houses had benefited a great deal from the festivities, and all this

excitement was simply on account of the christening (!) of a new church bell.

" We had a very interesting and well-attended meeting in the evening,

the people listening to the preaching of the Gospel very earnestly. Some
were evidently touched by the Word, one man particularly, who exclaimed as

he went out, 'Je ne boirai phis ' (I will drink no more).

" Altogether, we have great encouragement, and as we go farther from

Paris, we meet with an increased eagerness and sympathy from the country

people for the Gospel."

Next the boat went to

CORBEIL.

The pastor is M. Jacques Pannier, who worked some time in Paris with us

when a student. He is doing excellent work in and around Corbeil, and

heartily welcomed the arrival of the boat in his extensive parish.

M. de Rougemont says :
" The meetings here are doing famously. The

boat is much too small ; after every corner is crammed there are often some

hundred persons unable to get in. Unfortunately we cannot hold two meet-

ings an evening, as the people work so late in the long evenings that they

cannot get to us before 8. 15. The interest and quietness are remarkable, and

the large number of young people coming and sitting so eagerly listening, is

truly encouraging. Many hymn books and Testaments are bought each even-

ing, and it is good to see with what attention the reading and explanation of

the Scripture is followed. A washerwoman, a Protestant, came the first even-

ing out of respect for the pastor, she said, and evidently feeling she was

patronizing us. But the meeting so interested her that she came nightly,

bringing her band of young apprentices with her, and buying hymn books for

them, so that they might learn to sing the hymns when at their work. A
young Catholic on being asked about the meetings, said :

' I am a very

staunch Catholic, but they preach the Gospel to us, and speak in good French,

too, so I am going to attend regularly.'

" The priests of course try to hinder us, taking away the gospels from

some of the choir boys who had come in, and tearing them up. M. and Mme
Huet are greatly helped in their work. They win the esteem and affection of

the people, and it is good to see how they make themselves beloved."
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COMMITTEE OF EVANGELIZATION OF THE FREE CHURCHES
OF FRANCE.

The Union of the Free Churclies of France was founded in 1849, wlien

the Synod of the National Reformed Church refused to accept an evangelical

Confession of Faith presented by several of its members—Pastor Frederic

Monod and Count Agenorde Gasparin among others—with the intent to check

the inroads of rationalism in the church.

It was not without deep pain that our Union—which was joined by Dr.

Edward de Pressense, Dr. George Fisch, Pastors Leon Pilatte and Armand-

Delille and otliers—found themselves constrained to separate themselves from

the glorious Church of the Fathers, in order to maintain the absolute sover-

eignty of Christ over His church. Around this great principle, which involves

the independence of the Church of the civil power on the one hand, and

of the incredulous or indifferent masses on the other, were grouped the

thirty-five congregations which at the present time form the Union of the Free

Evangelical Churches of France.

These churches early perceived that it was their duty to carry to those who

were ignorant or contemptuous of it the Gospel whose allegiance was the very

reason of their Union. Hence the organization of a Committee of Evangel-

ization, chosen by General Synod and acting in its name.

A triple work is confided to this organization

:

I. To labor for the revival of the churches, and to aid them in carrying

on a work of evangelization in their own neighborhood.

II. To maintain the preaching of the pure Gospel in those Protestant cen-

tres which have been invaded by rationalism.

III. To carry on a mission work in districts now under the y^oke of Rome,

or of free thought, either by occasional preaching tours or by the establishment

of mission stations.

I. Aid to Churches.

In the west of France especially the Committee has been called to help

by giving succor to the churches of Matka and Moncoutant. These churches

are the relatively recent result of a missionary work. Their influence extends

over a considerable area. Several of their members give a part of their time

to working the district as colporteurs. We have also in this very Catholic

region a few mission posts, which are very prosperous. Homes are opened by

tens and dozens to the preaching of the Gospel. With all the zeal and devo-

tion of our agents we are unable to respond to all the appeals. Our friends are

overwhelmed by their ever-growing task, and with pain our Committee found

themselves unable to give them the financial aid for which they are begging.
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II. Work ok Restoration

In the mountains of the Cevennes, tlie classic ground of the Huguenot
martyrs, we have divers groups and isolated Ciiristians who keep alive the

flame of truth in the midst of populations who are Protestants by birth, but

indifferent. Revival meetings have lately greatly encouraged these friends, and
given them a new impulse to aggressive and successful work.

III. Mission Work

Besides the work carried on by the means of churches to which we tend

aid, the Committee supports twenty-one mission stations, which are entirely at

its expense, and which are for the most part in Catholic districts. We shall

speak here of only two of these, Clermont Ferrand and Carmany. Clermont

Ferraiid is the capital of Auvergne, which may be considered as the citadel of

Roman Catholicism. From this point, as a centre, our brother, M. Delattre,

began, about two years ago, the evangelization of this entire district. By
means of visits, of a large distribution of tracts and newspapers, by a succes-

sion of protracted meetings held for successive days in the same locality, our

brother has borne the light into the midst of thick darkness. God has blessed

his efforts. Kl Riom, a town of 12,000 inhabitants, there is now a small

church, conducted by an evangelist, who also lielps M. Delattre in opening

new fields. A work was begun last winter in two other large towns, Beaumont

and Volvic, and is carried on notwithstanding the growing hostility of the

clergy, which manifests itself by violent diatribes, by offensive placards posted

on the walls, and by stoning and pelting our friends as they come out of the

meetings. "Keep on," said one of our hearers at Volvic, " for the Gospel is

beginning to find its way to the hearts of the people."

To give an example of the state of these people :
" I know," said a

woman, " that I shall never be at peace with God ; but I am in favor with the

Virgin Mary, and that is the essential thing. I promise to give her offerings if

she helps me to sell my goods at a very high price, and I almost always

succeed."

Carmany, in the south of France, is a manufacturing centre, peopled almost

entirely with glass-blowers and miners, one of the strongholds of revolutionary

socialism. M. Tricot, formerly an aggressive anarchist, converted to the

Gospel, is precisely the man needed for such a work. He collects the

children of the workmen and teaches them the elements of grammar, geography

and the great facts of redemption. The parents also attend his lessons. Thus

the Gospel is advanced amongst the most violent anarchists, who are touched

by the disinterested interest which he feels in them.

To carry on this work of conquest, which God is so visibly blessing,
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and which exceeds the unaided strength of our churches, which are obliged

to support themselves, since they receive nothing from the State,* we have the

precious assistance of our brethren in Switzerland, Holland, Great Britain and

America. We thank them from the depths of our heart, and say to them in the

name of God and our beloved country: "Help us still further, not only to

keep up but to extend the work which is entrusted to us, and which we are

prosecuting (the field is vast !), sometimes in concert with other societies,

such as the Evangelical Society of France, the Evangelical Society of Geneva,

and the McAU Mission."

THE ADULT SUNDAY-SCHOOL.

In the April Record mention was made of the adult Bible class of ninety-

five members in Salle Rivoli, probably the only class of the kind in France.

A subsequent letter from the leader of the class gives the following details

:

The Sunday afternoon meeting is twice what it was two years ago ; more

than one-half remain as students to our Bible classes, and when we consider

that from sixty to eighty adults spend two hours on a Sunday afternoon, in

the very heart of old Paris, it is a marvel. There is not a Sunday afternoon

when some one does not enter for the first time. And among these strangers

some are touched.

Here is a young man come to study in Paris ; he is invited in, and listens

with wonder.' He joins the Bible class, buj's a New Testament and studies

God's word. On January 5, 1896, after a meeting, he stands up, with faltering

voice, confesses his faith in Jesus Christ and says, " I am a new man." He is

now a communicant.

A business man has returned from Algeria with his head all muddled up

with skepticism and Catholicism, undecided which way to turn ; he is invited

to the meeting ; the first meeting has decided him. " This people shall be my
people, their God my God." On Palm Sunday, in the Bible class, he confessed

his faith ; he has cast in his lot with the Gospel.

Here are two ladies who have lived in wealth in the country.

Ruined, or at least reduced by a bad speculation, they come to Paris to seek a

refuge, mother and daughter. The mother sad, living in the past, mourning

over her losses, and even attempted suicide. The daughter energetic, resolved

by work to redeem the past. Living near, they came to our hall. I visited

them, gave them a New Testament, saw the mother after her wicked attempt

to die. The daughter is converted, the husband attended our meetings, and the

m ther is comforted. Her daughter and son-in-law have joined another

meeting and left our quarter, but the mother remains faithful to us.

*Tbe parochial expenses of these churches average 40 francs ($8) per member.
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A DAY IN JUNE
There is danger in this busy, bustling, hurrying age, of the lime-honored and

helpful institution of " yearly meeting," or " anniversary " of all our societies

growing so perfunctory as to become well nigh obsolete. Long drawn-out

"reports" of stereotyped but useful form—a tedious array of statistics or

figures, read in a low monotone, the memory of which no one fairly retains,

are better relegated to the keeping of the printer, to be so preserved as to

allow careful, personal and thoughtful examination when the mind is at rest. A
little previous thought or care to the music—the providing for two or three, if

possible, bright, hopeful and informal talks, and the simple giving verbally, in

a conversational way, of the total receipts and expenditures, will lift the service

from the commonplace, and deepen the devotional sentiment and expression

without which all religious gatherings are robbed of their greatest magnetism

and interest.

In our large cities it may be difficult to avoid the beaten path, in surround-

ings and appointments, but even there a little thought, such as one would give

to a private entertainment, will invest it with a new zest and interest. In

smaller towns and country villages the case is different, and it is well worth

while to appoint the time at a season when surroundings and adornments will

give, without outlay, a festive and joyful air to the occasion. Had the ladies of

the Belvidere, New Jersey, Auxiliary chosen a day in blustering March, or in

grey November, for the calling together of their members and contributors,

their anniversary might have been a success, because of their evidently earnest,

indefatigable spirit, but they could not have had so pretty, cheery, or enjoy-

able a time. But they settled on a lovely June day, when the flowers were

plentiful, and their chapel could be made attractive at no outlay but their loving

labor, and in result no New York florist could have done better, at fashion's

bidding.

Belvidere impressed us as a most delightful illustration of the trite " where

there is a will, there is a way." It is not a thriving manufacturing town. It

is scarcely more than a hamlet ; a little flock of singing birds alight in an envi-

roning country of rare beauty. An open common or square, green with turf

and shaded by trees, its four sides faced with attractive houses and churches,

give it quite the air of a New England town, while in the June freshness the

undulating country, with multitudes of vine-covered walls, quite suggest a bit

of Old England itself. Yet in this quiet little place the ladies, by persistent

labor, have gathered an Auxiliary numbering one hundred and twenty-three

members, of whom eight are enrolled for life. On the face of it, one could

easily have said, " There is no use trying to form an auxiliary Aere.^' On the

afternoon of June 3d, the Auxiliary and its friends were called together for the
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eigluli annual meeting, in tlic chai)cl of tlie Presbyterian Cliurcli, which

was tastefully decorated with boughs and branches and garlands and flowers. An

audience of over ninety (a good proportion of which were men) was the

response. An interesting account was given by the corresponding secretary of

the late annual meeting at Elizabeth, and also of the increased interest mani-

fested by the French churches in the work, as evidenced by their contribution

of twenty-two thousand francs last year. Other statements of local interest

were given. A lady friend from New York gave, in a conversational way, a

vivid picture of various branches of the work, an interesting remembrance of

the personality of Dr. and Mrs. McAll, and a most encouraging account of

Mr. and Mrs. Greig, the boat, and the present aspect of the whole work.

A most gratifying feature of the meeting was the presence of so many gen-

tlemen, showing that the Belvidere Auxiliary, at least, does not confine itself

to the ladies of the place only, a fact worth accentuating.

A half hour after the close of the meeting an informal reception was given

by the President, Mrs. D. W. C. Blair, at her residence, which infused anew

the element of good cheer into the day, and afforded the opportunity for social

intercourse, and talking over the work, so often lost sight of.

As the day closed, and the pleasant company departed, we, looking on,

could not but feel that all must look, out towards the coming year with a new

glow, purpose and hope, certain to bring a rich and abundant fruitage, and much

because of a little thoughtfulness in the arrangements for the celebration day.

W. B. L.

Our friends have not lost their interest in the very hopeful station at Vaise,

a suburb of Lyons, and will be glad to find on another page part of a letter from

Mrne. Uubus, who was long in the work when it was supported by the Orange

Auxiliary, and who continues in the work now that the station has been taken

under the care of the Baptist Church of Lyons. As a farewell token of love,

the Orange ladies last year sent a Christmas box to Vaise, containing little gifts

that they had made for the members of the Mothers' Meeting. It is to this box

that Mme. Dubus refers in the opening of her letter.

Our readers will observe in Mme Dubus's letter a tribute to the value of

the McAll Mission hymn book. If Dr. McAll had done nothing else than give

this hymn book to France, he would have conferred upon it a priceless boon.

It is widely used in the evangelistic work of the churches, and we understand

that it is to be used in the mission work which the Reformed Church of France

(the National Protestant Church) is about to undertake in Madagascar.
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FRENCH GENIUS FOR PROTESTANTISM
[From the New York EvaiigclistP)^

An interesting article in a recent number of Z<? Signal, the religious daily

of Paris—for' it is " Godless Paris," not Christian New York, which supports

a religious daily—discusses the character of French Protestantism, taking the

stand that the genius of the French people is for this very thing. The writer

appeals to history with the question whether there be in the world anything

more noble, more estimable, more virile than the Protestantism of French

history. It was by inward necessity that the French Reformation took place,

and it was not because of the nature of things, but by an untoward combina-

tion of circumstances that France did not then become a " greater Switzerland,

with its Catholic cantons and its Protestant cantons, and a constitutional mon-

archy governing all, awaiting the time when the development of ideas should

biing about logically a republican form of government."

The writer appeals to facts in support of his contention, which, though

novel, have in them nothing strange to those who remember the history of the

Huguenots. " That reformed Protestantism has been the foundation of the true

France, the firm and compact rock upon which her house would have been

most solidly built. Whether we will own or deny it, modern France, progres-

sive, liberal France, springs from nothing else. Who sustained the crown

against the demagogy of the League, and the French national political system

against Italian and Spanish politics ? Who conquered and saved the throne

of the first Bourbon? Who protected it afterward against the house of

Austria? What might have prevented the Spanish war of succession? What
philosophy would have ended with the Constituent Assembly and not have

gone on to the Terror? What religion might have saved Gallicanism its

repeated checks, from Philip the Fair to Father Hyacinthe, including Charles

VII and Bossuet?
"

The writer goes on to show that the highest services to French science,

arts, government, have been due to Protestants. "The fathers of French

surgical science, of F'rench agricultural science, of French physical science, of

the French colonial system, its most inspired naval commander, its most creative

artist, all were Protestants, and so were a long roll of leaders in the educational

and industrial worlds, in French diplomacy, as well as the best known men of let-

ters and of learning.
'

' From all these and many other instances he argues, and

not ineffectually, that Protestantism is quite accordant with the genius of the

French people. The article is written, of course, to stir up the sons of the

Huguenots to appreciate their own importance in the development of France.

We of a Protestant nation may carry the thought out to its logical sequence.

Since the genius of France is for Protestantism, she can only fulfill her true des-
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tiny when she has become Protestant. And if now she is leader of the world in

science, thought, in all that is ideal as contrasted with material good, how

much more will she bless the world when once she has come into her own, and

finds herself free to work according to her true nature.

The McAU Mission, in its humble, unostentatious, but strikingly efficient

way, is helping the French people to realize their true aspiration. An article

on another page, though not written with any such thought in view, describing

one phase of the mission work, will be found peculiarly interesting in this

connection.

HERE AND THERE.
Cagnes, near Nice.

Under the name of The Christian Union, M. Biau has grouped the habitues

of his little hall at Cagnes to form a band of workers and helpers. The Gospel

has been blessed there to the salvation of several, though the work is difficult,

and the little hall not well suited for its object. It is thus that in some places

the principles of the C. E. Societies is being applied to those who are not

young in years though quite young in Christian life and experience. It is

very important to try and unite the converts together, that they may gain

strength by co-operation.

MONTREUIL-SUR-BOIS, PARIS.

Here also the temperance work has been commenced. A largely attended

meeting was convened on the 19th December, when Dr. de la Jarrige lectured

on the effects of alcohol, and Pastors Dumas, of the Lutheran Church, and

Escande, of the Free Church, gave addresses. An excellent impression was

produced, and as the result of the meeting, and of the efforts of the founders

of the section of the Society there, several recruits have been obtained. There

are now twenty members in all. We would again commend to the prayers of

our readers these little groups of valiant workers in the cause of temperance,

who are very weak, and who are, many of them, surrounded by many temptations

and difficulties.

Poitiers.

Since moving into our new hall we have not been without encouragement.

Without going now into any details, let me say that there are three who give

us much joy. One of these was singer in one of the large churches here, and

he was at first warned to cease coming to our meetings by having his remuner-

ation diminished, and, as he still persisted in coming, he was turned off. But

the Lord interfered wonderfully in his behalf, for he quickly found an excellent

place, which he greatly needed, as he has seven children to support. I cannot

say that our friend is yet converted, but he is certainly on the way.

C. Chaigne.
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Marseilles.

You will be interested in hearing of the conversion ot a young medical

student here, a Corsican, from Bastia, and a Catholic by birth and education.

After some years of scepticism and after passing through a dangerous illness

brought on by his reckless life, he began to seek God, but was afraid of Him,

and so turned to the Saviour, or rather to the crucifix, as He seemed more near

to him than the Almighty. He groped thus in a kind of twilight, but found

comfort in praying, and to his joy perceived that his prayers were answered.

Entering, one day, one of our halls, he was struck by these words, which he

has never forgotten, though it is now six years since he first heard them, " True

faith is the turning of our whole being to God." He has lately made himself

known to us, and the book, " Savez-vous ce que c' est qu'un vrai Frotestant^^

was lent him. This was most helpful to him, and he found out, too, that there

were many like him, true brothers in the faith, who were seeking him to follow

the Lord Jesus as Saviour and Guide. He bears an excellent character in his

district. E. Lenoir.
LORIENT.

This past year has been one of special blessing for us at Lorient. I dare

not speak of a revival, but we have felt in a special manner, and I trust, moved

by God's spirit, the need of setting to work more earnestly than before. With

this feeling we have founded our Anti-Alcoholic League here. The evil is tre-

mendous amongst us. On looking into the matter, we found that the consump-

tion of spirits amounts to some 90,000 litres annually for a population of 42,000

souls. There are no less than 4000 families on the books of the assistance

publique, chiefly brought to it by drunkenness. Many of the workingmen spend

more than half their earnings on drink, and, alas, women are fast falling a prey

to this terrible vice. There are quite a number of poor wretches known as

chevaliers du Soleil, living literally like the brute beasts, without home, sleep-

ing summer and winter in the trucks on the quays, in archways, on the

fortifications, etc.

We are glad to say that our little society gets on well. We number now
some sixty members, and we have Catholics with us, notwithstanding the quiet

opposition of the priests, who do not know what to think of the movement.

C. E. Kissel.
Y. P. S. C. E.

The Societe (f Activite chritienne of Bercy has given two musical and liter-

ary evenings, one on Shrove Tuesday at Bercy, and one at Mid-Lent at the

Faubourg St. Antoine, and they were both most successful. At the first the

young people only of different salles were invited, while at the second all the

habitues of the meeting were asked.
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RELIGIOUS LIFE IN PARIS.

[From the Nf7c/ York Observer.']

Many Americans who visit Paris form their ideas of the life of the place

from its secular and business aspects. They call it a thoughtless and godless

city because they see crowds thronging to public pleasures on Sunday, and

because they occupy their own time in an entirely different manner from what

they do at home. Their week days are filled with shopping and sightseeing,

and their evenings with brilliant entertainments. If they find their way to

an English or American service on Sunday morning, it is only as strangers

and without any sense of obligation to the church or chapel where they wor-

ship. If they visit the great Roman Catholic churches, they see only what is

to them a pompous and unmeaning ceremony, with a crowd of bigoted formalists

or deluded and ignorant devotees. They cannot understand the language of the

preacher if they stay to hear the sermon, and the whole service is to them

meaningless and unspiritual. The external, artificial life of the people is all

that they become acquainted with, and as this seems entirely destitute of a

religious element, they acquiesce in the statement that Paris is a godless city,

that its people are given over to pleasurable sin, and that pure and undefiled

religion has no place there. Roman Catholic Frenchmen coming to New
York might perhaps have the same impressions from their standpoint about our

city, and both would be much mistaken.

Paris is indeed a pleasure-seeking and a pleasure-loving city. Its people

are as industrious and busy a population as that of any city in the world, but

they are also fond of recreation, of display; of everything that appeals to the

senses, and of public life. The Revolution seemed to have destroyed the

Christian religion in Paris, but it had immortal principles, and therefore sur-

vived one of the most fearful attacks ever made upon it by the powers of evil.

But though it survived, it was not reformed and purified, and therefore the

religious life in the Roman Catholic churches has comparatively little power

over the cultivated men, or even over men of the lower classes, except so far

as they are influenced by the women. The women, however, throughout

France, are religious, and as a rule devoted to their religion. This is true in

spite of the frivolity and devotion to fashion which characterize so many

of them. They believe in God, in the church, and in religious observances,

and they commit themselves to the priests with implicit confidence and

obedience. Their influence over husbands and children is constant and great,

and this serves to preserve the clerical power in France. Were it not for the

women of France, it is not unlikely that Roman Catholic Frenchmen would

become utterly irreligious. But the early training of girls in conventual schools.
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and the constant influence of church ordinances and priestly guidance upon

women at every period of their lives, keep them in religious ways, and make
them potent factors in moulding and guiding their husbands and sons. A man
may desi)ise and distrust a priest, but for the sake of his wife and daughters he is

deferential to the church, and will perhaps go to confession once a year. And
so it comes to pass that even in a city where pleasure rules, religion has also a

large and prominent place ; new churches rise like the magnificent building of

Sacrc Cduir which crowns Montmartre ; at the festivals the churches are crowded

by men as well as women ; in springtime the streets are full of youths and

maidens dressed for their first communion ; and schools for boys and girls are

mostly under the control of priests. All this is a part of life that is not

appreciated nor understood by one who only sees externals. Then, too, there

is a Protestant community in Paris, large, eminently respectable and influential.

The Reformed churches number fourteen, with the famous Church of the

Oratoire, in front of which stands the statue of Coligny, at the head of the list

;

the Lutherans have eleven churches, and there are independent, free evangelical,

Methodist, Baptist and others to the number of a dozen more. The religion

of these Protestant congregations is of a spiritual sort, and many of the members

have been known for a practical Christianity of the most advanced type. Such

a man was the late Alfred Andre, the president and treasurer of the Young
Men's Christian Association, and also M. Louis Sautter, honorary president

of the McAU Mission in France. There are many such men, descendants of

the Huguenots and members of the Reformed Church, holding high positions

of honor and influence in the government, in business and in society, whose

life is as distinctively religious as that of the men who direct our religious

societies and hold prominent places in the American churches.

I have mentioned the Young Men's Christian Association. Since I was here

last, this institution, thanks to the beneficence of Mr. James Stokes, of New
York, has a new, extensive and- beautiful building and equipment, and is doing

an enlarged and ever-growing work among the young men of Paris. This French

Y. M. C. A. stands in the Rue de Trevise, quite in the centre of Paris. I have

left myself little space to speak of the McAU Mission, of the Salvation Army,

of Miss de Broen's Belleville Mission, and of the work done for Americans and

English-speaking people by their various chapels and churches, all of which do

a special and valuable service to religion, and most of them a mission work, in

quarters of the town to which the parent church cannot minister successfully.

Tlius, the Episcopal Church in the Avenue del' Alma, and the American chapel,

of which the Rev. Dr. Thurber is the pastor, are carrying on services for Eng-

lish and American students who live in the Latin quarter. Many of my readers

are familiar with the record of the mission founded in 1872 by the late Robert
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McAll, D. D., and continued by him, his associates and successors, till now

there-are eighteen mission halls in the city, eleven in the suburbs, and more than

fifty stations in other parts of France. The simplest methods of Gospel teach-

ing and ])reaching by devoted men and women have been owned and helped

by the Holy Spirit, and the word is continued in the same style as when it was

commenced, its object being to save souls and give religious instruction in the

hope and with the design that the converted person will join himself to some

body of Christian believers, and thus be enabled to maintain and develop the

seed of Christian life planted within him.

The latest advance in the mission has been made in the district known as

Javel. It is on the left bank of the Seine, and stretches from Crenelle to the

fortifications, and is one of the dreariest parts of the city. It is comparatively

a new quarter which is beginning to be developed. A handsome bridge has

lately been completed, connecting it with Auteuil, and now one may see omni-

buses bearing on their boards the name of Javel, a sure indication that the

district is coming into notice. Extensive building operations are carried on

there now
; amongst others, a large hospital is being reared as part of the

magnificent contribution of the late Mme Boucicault, proprietress of the " Bon
Marche," to the city of Pans.

Javel is a resort of the very poor workman who finds rents a little

cheaper there than at Crenelle. There are these degrees of respectability as

there are degrees of poverty, and so Crenelle is inclined to look down on

Javel ! Several of those who come to the dispensary at Crenelle are from Javel,

and there is no kind of meeting room nor church there of any persuasion. So,

in answer to the prayers of M. Escande and his little company of Christians, a

friend came forward to promise the rent for the first twelve months. The com-

mittee gladly found the furniture and put in the gas, while the Crenelle church

undertook to arrange the hall and take charge of it. So the mission has very

little to expend, and the work was begun on January 15th. The meetings have

been well attended on Sunday and Wednesday, averaging over eighty, while

the children are coming well to the Sunday and Thursday school, and Mme.
Escande has made a good beginning with a Mothers' Meeting. Thus I have

indicated some of the good influences which help to redeem Paris from the

charge of being wholly given over to the idolatry of pleasure. One may live

here among Christian people and do Christian work if he desires so to do,

though I would not contend that the surroundings were as favorable to such a

life as they are in many other towns. Augustus.

One evening the Y. W. C. A. of Pantin invited the Mothers' Meeting there

to a little soiree, offering chocolate and cakes, while music and recitations filled

up the evening pleasantly, closing with a short address and prayer.
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"COMPEL THEM TO COME IN."

[From the Paris Quarterly .'\

As we mentioned in our last number, the committee have determined on

a new method of bringing the Gospel to the people in Paris, by using temporary-

halls
;
that is, by taking an empty shop for three or four weeks, arranging it

for meetings, and opening it nightly, and thus try and get in the passers-

by who may be enticed to enter a new place. While our established halls con-

tinue to do their useful work, we feel the need of getting as nearly as we can

into something like our open-air work, as carried on in Great Britain, America,

and elsewhere. We cannot attempt this in France—as yet
;
possibly this gen-

eration will not see such a thing allowed in this land of liberty. So we must

do the best we can, and this plan seems, for the present, the best for us

to adopt.

We now give the account of our first " Mission " as it was organized under

the direction of M. H. Merle d'Aubigne. We should add that the funds were

provided by one of our committee, M. de Neufville, who promised one thou-

sand francs to start with.

The end of March we rented for six weeks, for the sum of one hundred

francs, an empty shop on the Avenue d'ltalie, about fifteen minutes' walk from

our station on the Rue Nationale. It had been used at one time for the manu-

facture of some kind of aperitif, and later as headquarters of the Revolutionary

Socialist Committee of the Maison Blanche district at the last elections. It

was not an attractive place to look at. A narrow corridor led to the hall,

which was dirty and in bad repair ; but as it was not to be taken for a perma-

nency, it did not so much matter, and besides one cannot always get just what

one wants, and as this place had the great advantage of possessing space, it

answered our purpose.

Our good friend, M. L'Eplattenier, soon made the room look quite attract-

ive with texts, curtains, chairs, platform, and harmonium, and when the large

swinging lamps were lit it looked a different place altogether. A large inscrip-

tion on calico and a transparent lantern outside finished our installation, and

the neighbourhood was well placarded with posters, while large distributions

of hand-bills were made.

On Tuesday, 14th April, we held our first meeting, a lecture with dissolv-

ing views, on the "Lost Sheep." We felt something like a shopkeeper who

having invested his little all in stocking a modest shop, anxiously asks himself

on the opening day if any one will come in and purchase of his wares. Two
policemen were keeping guard outside, sent by the authorities to preserve order

;

but our fears were rather that there would be a dead calm, and no need of such
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help ! The first hymn thrown on the sheet was sung heartily, and our audience

seemed to follow with interest the story always so actuelle, which was at the

same time the subject of our meeting, and also the programme of the whole

work of our mission, "Seeking and Saving the Lost."

When the picture, so well known by us, of the little girl, following the

example of the Good Shepherd, seeking her poor father at the door of the

public house was shown, one felt that the i)eople were touched in heart and

conscience, and that the ground was won. Our first meeting gathered one

hundred and fifty persons. Yes, but dissolving views always triple the audi-

ence, and next evening if we get in fifty we may well be satisfied. But the

following evening we had one hundred and eighty to listen to a simple Gospel

service with hymns and reading. During the first three weeks we had that

number nightly, and at the third illustrated lecture we had over three hundred

persons. For the last three weeks, for we kept the hall open six weeks alto-

gether, we had fewer meetings and smaller attendances.

Strange to say, our week meetings were always larger than the Sunday

meetings, on which evenings they fell to below loo.

In order to give as much variety as possible, we called in the help of such

speakers as Messrs. Hirsch, Vinard, S. Gout, Th. Monod, Fourneau, Migot,

etc., who gave us Conferences on different subjects. Then on the Saturdays

we had good temperance meetings, where we had the pleasure of hearing,

besides our usual speakers on that subject, Dr. Legrain and Dr. Demmler.

With readings from various sources, short addresses, and pieces from the excel-

lent book of the Croix Bleue, we were able to give to these meetings a charac-

ter somewhat different from our ordinary evangelistic meetings. Our hearers

greatly enjoyed the choruses, and profited largely by the permission to applaud

what they considered worthy of applause.

We_held altogether thirty meetings, besides several for the children. The

total expense of this "mission " was about thirty pounds, and we feel greatly

encouraged by its success, and intend, God willing, to continue this system, as

far as funds will allow, in different parts of the city and outskirts. Already a

few have come to attend the meeting in the Rue Nationale, but we feel that

the work of casting the seed broadcast is what we have to do more and more.

"Work while it is called day, for the night cometh when none can work,"

must be our motto.

We again commend this to the prayers of our readers, that we may be

helped on our way by their sympathies and their gifts, for we need special

funds to enable us to work these temporary halls.

M. Escande sends the following postscript :

As I was giving away notices of the meetings at Javel in the main street
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close to the hall, the driver of a cart laden with barrels whistled me to his side.

He took a bill, and immediately asked if this was the same mission that was

holding meetings in the Avenue d'ltalie (the place where we held our six

weeks' special elTort in April and May). On my replying yes, and asking if he

had been there, he called out as he drove away, " I have been there every

evening."

HOW TO UTILIZE THE CONVERTS.

This subject was discussed with deep interest in one of the workers' prayer

meetings in the Rue Royale last winter. The fact is of great importance as

showing that the converts begin to be sufficiently numerous to warrant such a

discussion, and the results reached are particularly interesting as a new proof

of the wisdom and judgment which still govern our mission, as in former days

when its revered founder, with his rare tact and good sense, was still at

its head.

Ten methods of using converts were agreed upon :

1. Giving testimony.

2. Offering short prayers.

3. Reading the Bible in meetings.

4. Singing; or playing the harmonium, if competent.

5. Keeping the door (inviting passers-by to enter) ; always after a short

apprenticeship (this being a very important part).

6. Inviting their friends and neighbors to the meetings.

7. Distributing tracts and gospels.

8. Teaching a class in Sunday or Thursday schools.

9. Holding little neighborhood meetings in their own homes.

10. Always according to their gifts to exhort and announce the Gospel.

Further, it was especially urged that the new converts should be at once

drafted into the temperance work, for which a shorter training would be

required than for any form of strictly religious work.

ROCHEFORT.

A few weeks ago my bicycle was out of order, and I had to stop on my
way at the railway station to repair it. The station-niasier there was a woman,

and she made me come into her room and thanked me warmly for my tracts,

asking me to procure her a Bible. She told me shortly after that with her hus-

band and children she read the Bible every evening, and that they were so

happy. This encouraged me greatly ; God allowed me to have this little

break-down with my machine that I might be able to become acquainted with

this family. J. Durrleman.
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FRUIT FROM THE McALL MISSION.

[From the New York Evangelist.']

" If you write anything about me, put in this verse,

" ' In my distress I cried unto the Lord, and He heard me.'
"

" Should you be glad if the story of God's mercy toward you should be

told to help some other struggling soul?" I asked. " Oh, yes," was the reply

in a feeble voice ; " you know my life, but if you write anything about me put

in this verse, ' In my distress I cried unto the Lord, and He heard me.'
"

This poor woman at the hospital had become an humble and joyous

Christian through the grace which came to her in one of our McAU meetings,

and her subsequent life had proved her conversion. It was a marvellous

transformation in spirit and life of one of whom her neighbors said, when told

that she had begun a Christian life, "She converted? Never ; she is always

drunk." Nevertheless she was converted.

Madame Ernestine belonged to a respectable family, and passed her youth

quietly in her native village. While she was still young she married, and within

a few years was left a widow with three children. Before his death her husband

extracted from her a solemn promise that she "would never remarry, at least

until after the majority of her youngest son." This promise, made not unwill-

ingly, but inconsiderately, was the occasion of her subsequent miserable life.

Energetic and attractive, she performed the duties of "her religion" as

she understood the Roman Catholic faith, but without any experience of a faith

that would enable her to overcome temptation. The temptation came. Her

uninstructed conscience told her that she would be guilty of perjury if she

remarried, but she might live without remarriage with a husband who was not

her husband. The man proved to be intemperate and idle, and she descended

with him as they partook of their intoxicating drinks together. Her family,

who felt disgraced, disowned her, and to start anew they came to Paris. Madame
Ernestine hoped for the assistance of a daughter, who had married and was

living in Paris, but the daughter refused to receive her mother.

The man for whom she had lost all her friends and for whom she was

sacrificing character, now became cruel to her. Blows followed indifference

and harshness, and she fell more deeply into the drink habit to drown her pain

and sorrow. She could not leave the one whom she considered her husband.

They were the parents of a little daughter, three years of age, whom the

mother loved passionately. Her other children seemed scarcely to exist for

her; her heart's love was concentrated upon this little child of three years.

Without ceasing, the mother worked to clothe and feed this, her petted

child ; but meanwhile the terrible thirst for drink had fastened itself upon her

with daily increasing tenacity.
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At this time the little one was taken with a severe sickness, and then it was

that the father sought the McAll dispensary for medical help, and thus was led

to the McAll meetings in the mission hall. He began to feel that the critical

malady of his child was somehow a punishment for his own life, and

superstition and remorse together caused him to beg for prayers for his

child. It was a terrible blow to father and mother when the little girl died.

In their poor lodging, damp and dark, we found the father sobbing aloud, and

the mother with anguish too great for expression. This blow, terrible to them,

caused the sleeping conscience of the woman to awaken. She began to feel

that this relationship of home life, unsanctioned by law, must cease, and when
she found that she could not bring him whom she had considered her husband

with her to seek Christ as a Saviour from sin and a Saviour to a changed life,

she departed, never to see him again.

Then she began to attend our meetings with constancy. She was never

discouraged by the weather and never by the attitude of others toward her.

She almost immediately took the pledge of total abstinence from all spirituous

drink, and the battle of life with her and for life began in earnest. Educated

a Roman Catholic, she sought the confessional and penance at the same time

with our meetings, and practiced the various methods of making her peace

with God. But there was no peace—only terrible torture. She pictured to

her mind her little girl, sometimes suffering in hell, because of the mother's

sins, and sometimes in heaven holding her beckoning arms to her. Memory
stung her and conscience lashed her. In her unbearable agony she broke her

pledge and took to drinking to deaden the pain, and one evening she came to

our prayer meeting drunk. The next day she was called upon, and bursting

into tears, she confessed her weakness and hopelessness. She was encouraged

to renew her pledge, and from this time it was never broken.

Only once after this, in a time of perilous temptation, did she falter. In

passing a wine shop the irresistible desire to drink came upon her. She

entered, but a voice seemed to say to her, " If you drink you are lost beyond

pardon," and the grace of God was sufficient for her. The voice said, as she

turned and went out with her pledge unbroken, " Now thou art saved." The

irresistible desire with God's grace was not irresistible, and from this expe-

rience she dates her conversion. From this time she was a regular attendant

at the mission and made rapid progress in the knowledge of the Scriptures and

in Christian living. She became the humble and joyous Christian we have

known. She seized in all its plentitude the grace and strength promised in the

Gospel, and her faith worked by love and purified her heart.

A few days after her conversion she sought the pastor of the Hall and

dictated a letter to her relatives in Normandy, in which she told them of her



From Tlic 31cMl JlIi.s,-ioii. 27

repentance and urged them to seek for themselves tlie same Saviour. Soon

admitted to the Kvangelical Church with wliich the Mission Hall lias a connec-

tion, she began to spread the Gospel in her neighborhood. She would seek

and bring others to our meetings, and her face would shine with the light of

God's peace as she listened to the Word of God and saw others listening.

Leaving her former desolate home—if so it might be called—she was now

received by a daughter living in Paris, who had formerly refused to acknowl-

edge her. It was a sight to remember, this mother seeking to redeem the past

and to repay for previous neglect by the most devoted zeal and care toward

the daughter for whom she had hitherto shown little love. Without allowing

herself to be rebuffed, she would persevere in telling this daughter of the love

of Christ to her, and it was with radiant joy that she said of her, " She will

come. I am sure of it. The Lord has promised me." Great was her faith,

but it was rewarded. The daughter now is likewise an earnest Christian. After

two years or more of this Christian life developing into noble strength and

noble love and service, a tuberculous disease began to show itself. Neverthe-

less, against our remonstrances, she continued to come to the meetings and

kept on in her missionary efforts, while providing for her own support.

At the hospital, where she passed long weeks, stretching into months, and

from which she never came again into our earthly life, she demonstrated her

patient and victorious faith, so that she won the hearts of all the attendants.

Never was the thought of our beloved mission absent from her mind. " The

dear mission by which I came to know the Gospel," was first in her inquiry

as we visited her.

The day previous to her death, as I talked to her of heaven and of the

joy she would have in the perfect heavenly life, she softly answered, " I have

had a struggle for existence and a struggle against disease and a struggle against

sin." But we saw the victory.

In her forty-seventh year, three years after her conversion, Madame
Ernestine, having witnessed a good confession before many witnesses, passed

into the better country, These years, how full they were of grateful service,

enhanced by her native dignity and address and the power of a remarkable

personality. She brought to our mission work such un unquestioned conse-

cration that the "Book of Life" only will reveal the fruitage of her great

faith.

Such fruitages make us glad for the McAll Mission. They justify our

work and urge us to an ever truer consecration.

Annie B. Beard.
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PASTORAL WORK IN THE BOULEVARD VOLTAIRE.

By Pastor Georges Migot.

The past year has been a good one for our Friday evening meeting at

Boulevard Voltaire. I think we had an average attendance of between seventy

and eighty. They are nearly always the same persons for the most part, but I

am very glad of it, as I like this meeting to retain its character of Reunion

Fraternelle (meeting for mutual Bible study). During the five years that I

have worked at the Boulevard Voltaire, our friends have studied with me the

whole Gospel of Luke and the Acts of the Apostles. I am now going through

all the parables. These meetings form a link between our French Protestant

Churches and the mission halls.

Those who are first attracted by the ordinary evangelistic meetings become

regular attendants, then get to attend the reunions fraternelles, and finally,

after a longer or shorter time, become members of the church of which the

leader of this meeting is pastor. This has been my experience at the Boule-

vard Voltaire, and some of the most valuable members of my church come

from my Friday evening meeting. During the year 1895 ^ have had the great

joy of welcoming to the Lord's table ten regular attendants of the hall ; and

I can assure you, with all confidence, that the Lord has been at work in their

hearts and has led them to a knowledge of salvation. Eight of them were

formerly Roman Catholics, but irreligious, as, alas ! are most of our country-

men, being too intelligent to remain in papal superstitions, and knowing no

other form of religion. The two others were Protestants by birth, but had

attended no church since their childhood.

Among these ten was a young woman whose marriage I solemnized four

months ago. She is only twenty years old, but she is now at the Deaconess'

Hospital suffering from acute rapid phthisis. The end is near, and she knows

it. Last Saturday I visited her, and this visit was indeed a means of grace to

my soul—she speaks of her departure with so much calmness, her faith in her

Saviour is so real. As I was leaving, she said :
" Perhaps I shall never see you

again on this earth, but I should like you to know that I am quite content to

leave myself in God's hands. May His will, not mine, be done."

Madame Migot has also found three young women in the Voltaire Hall

who are now members of her Young Women's Association at the church in

the Avenue Ledru Rollin.

Madame Migot and I now superintend the Thursday school at the hall,

which is attended by an average of eighty scholars, and is not the least

interesting part of our work.

Thus I am carrying on the pastoral work in this hall, as I believe was

intended by the venerated founder of the mission.
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A FAREWELL LETTER FROM VAISE.

I want, the very first thing, to thank all the kind friends in behalf of

the women of Vaise, for ail they have done for these women, and for the

last loving message, promising to remember us in prayer, which petitions we

feel will be a continued bond of union between us.

The beautiful cushions and other pretty gifts have been greatly admired

by those who received them from you
;
they are considered too fine for daily

use ; most of the women think they must keep them in a bureau drawer, or a

box, to remember you by. Twenty-five women usually come Wednesday

afternoons, but there are sixty who attend as often as they can find time.

The winter season has left some signs of God's blessing upon our work.

Three of the families of working people meet between the regular meetings in

each other's houses, inviting others to join them, when they read the Bible,

sing and pray together. One good woman stands at the door and encourages

the others to come, manifesting her own faith and zeal. After the regular

Mothers' Meetings on Wednesday, we hold a special service to talk plainly to

them of the need of a Saviour. They are attentive, and often much moved.

One of them, with tears in her eyes, said to me the other day :
" Oh ! if Jesus

were still on the earth, and I could but see Him !
" a wish lately repeated by

a little boy at school.

Others, who are less enlightened, and forced to attend mass, say :
" We

would not miss hearing you read the Gospel, and what we care for most in

going to mass is the portion of Scripture the priest reads ; we can realize what

religion is far better now. " The Protestant women understand the plan of

salvation better, and when they are really aroused, they attend our meetings

gladly. One woman of the better class was brought to the Hall recently by one

of the regular attendants. Well educated, and seeking to work out her own
salvation literally, Mnie V. seems attracted by the gospel. She has

brought several neighbors with her, has accepted a Testament, borrowed a

hymn book and a History of Protestantism, and gathering her protdg^s around

her, reads to them from God's word and the History, and, with the aid of those

who brought her to us, they all learn to sing the hymns. We owe, in passing,

a tribute to the McAlI hymnbcok. These hymns are very popular, really

preaching the truth, and we sing them often at the meetings on that account.

Mme. V was impressed one night with the chorus of a hymn, " O what Love !

"

The words rang in her ears, and she prayed God to let her sleep. We had a

long talk with her on the necessity of regeneration and salvation by grace, not

by works. She was quite troubled at the idea of not depending on her own
good works to please God, and thus gam entrance to heaven. Those who
work among Romanists alone know how difficult it is for them to accept the



30 The Fca))(/dislic 31ission of France.

idea of salvation by the grace of God
;
they consider themselves Christians,

and all the errors with which they are imbued hinder them from accepting

Christ as the only and perfect Saviour. This is one of our chief obstacles.

Another is the dense ignorance of the working people, whom hard labor

brutalizes, and they sink into heavy sleep at the close of the day, without any

thought of reading, without any higher aims or moral sense.

On Thursdays and Sundays we have sixty children, though the boys from

twelve to fourteen consider themselves too old, and leave the school at that age,

however much we strive to interest them. The harvest is great, but my heart

is pained to find the laborers so few. One child has become a Christian lately,

and continues steadfast, and she brings with her her grandmother and her

young sisters, all of whom seem to be following her good example. Some of

the children answer questions brightly, showing us that they realize the work of

Jesus Christ as the Saviour, and this knowledge will be blessed to them. At the

meeting for young girls about fifteen attend ; most of them are from Vaise.

There have been a number of meetings for young girls last year, held in Lyons,

and this is well, for they have so many temptations. The line is so lightly

drawn between good and evil, we tremble for the morals of our young converts.

The question of marriage presents great perplexities, as the girls are subject to

insults in the workshops and in the streets, their manner of life at home not

fitting them to resist evil in this form. Two cases have distressed us greatly,

one ending in a separation, and the other having brought terrible trouble on

herself as the result of wrong-doing. If M e did not know the power of our

Leader we should despair at this unequal struggle. But He who has called us

to this work is unfailing, and He will make us strong and faithful witnesses unto

the very end. L. Dubus.

CANNES
On Sunday evening I was at the hall here, and found over one hundred

persons present ; a good many workingmen and women were there, and some

well-dressed people. They listened well to Mr. Webber and afterward to a

short and pointed address by a gentleman from Bastia. Many spoke to Mr.

Webber as they passed out, and evidently he had their confidence. He. was

able to tell me about them, and of their conversions. Among others were a

woman and her daughter from Grasse, the latter a girl of about eighteen, lately

converted, and overflowing with joy. I heard that it was hoped that the mother

had also been brought to the Lord, though not so clearly. The father, who

had been a drunkard, seemed greatly changed, and it was hoped that his mind

was opening to the truth.

News had just come that a young man at Le Cannet had showed by his

life that a great change had come to him, he having received blessing at the
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meetings, so much so that his companions liad noticed it, but could not under-

stand how it was, as he had formerly been very wild. Mr. Webber was very

cautious about speaking about this, as he had not seen the young man since his

conversion, and had only that evening heard of it through one of the workers.

J. F. W. Deacon.

BERCY.

During the past two years we have received into our little Mission Church

at Bercy, which is in the parish of Ste. Marie, under the charge of Pastors A.

Gout and Theodore Monod, twenty young people and four adults. Of these

twenty, four would otherwise have been received at Ste. Marie, while seven were

Catholic by birth, and the remaining nine were either children of mixed mar-

riages, or belonged to families who lived in utter indifference.

One of the six is the younger of two sisters, the elder of whom was brought

to Christ by reading the book, ," The Daisy Chain," in French. The mother

is a Christian, but is prevented by her family from joining the Church.

Of the four adults, one, a man, is a Belgian. He left his wife some years

ago, but his conscience troubled him, and he returned to her. He is very

ignorant, and required a long course of careful instruction, but is thoroughly

sincere, and does his best to train up a large and unruly family in the fear of

God. His eldest daughter has joined our Church, and all the children younger

than she come regularly to the services with their parents.

Another, a woman, lived a notoriously bad life, her husband not only

allowing it, but profiting by it. She was first impressed by attending the meet-

ings of the Salvation Army. She studies her Bible closely, and endeavors to

bring up her two childroi in the right way. She has entirely broken with her

former sinful life, but as yet has but little joy, and was for some time after her

conversion regularly beaten and ill-used by her wretched husband because she

would no longer support him as before. We can now see some signs of

improvement in the man. C. E. Greig.

We regret that the Paris Annual Report has not yet come to hand. Doubt-

less we shall have it in time to give, in our December number, a summary of

the past year's work on the field.

FORM OF BEQUEST FOR PERSONAL ESTATE.

I do give, devise and bequeath to the American McAll Association the

sum of dollars.

FORM OF BEQUEST FOR REAL ESTATE.

I do give and devise to the American McAll Association the following

described property.
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RECEIPTS OF THE AMERICAN McALL ASSOCIATION FROM
AUXILIARIES AND CHURCHES

From March 15 to September 15, 1890.

MAINIC, 815-i 00.

}{atli Auxiliary $104 00

Portland " 50 00

VERMONT, 8135.91.

Burlington Auxiliary 513 ) 9i

MASSACHUSETTS, 81,539.50.

Amher.st Auxiliary

Andovcr " ...
Boston "

Easthampton Auxiliary

Holyoke—2d Congregational Church . .

Lawrence— S. Robilschek

Northampton Auxiliary

Pittstield "

Salem "

Springfield "

Westfield "

Whitinsville—Edwd Whitiu

Worcester Auxiliary . .

CONNECTICUT, 8817.19.

East Canaan—Congregational Church . .

" " —Mr. G. Dunning
Hartford Auxiliary

Meriden "

New Britain Auxiliary

New Loudon "

Norfolk Congregational Church
Norwich—Mission Students, Broadway

Congregiitional Church 1 00

Windsor Locks " 25 00

RHODE ISLAND, $192.95.

Providence—Central Congregational Ch. 851 00

Rhode Island Auxiliary 141 95

NEW YORK, 83,805.29.

Albany Auxiliary 8415 00

Brooklyn " 823 38

Buffalo " . 198 05

New York City Auxiliary 1469 35

—M. K. Jesup 100 00

" " " —Mrs. W. H. Maxwell . . 20 00

Syracuse Auxiliary 137 01

Troy " 472 50

Utica " 170 00

8G0 00

139 00

150 00

65 84

43 07

G 00

13G 65

50 00

227 46

213 00

32 03

50 00

366 45

$5 00

5 00

420 19

277 00

25 00

31 00

28 00

NEW JERSEY, 82,446.53.

Belvidere Auxiliary S19S 50

Bridgeton " 34 50

Elizabeth " 988 49
" —Collection at Annual Meeting 81 12

Morri.'itown Auxiliary 233 25

Newark " 25 00

New Brun.swick " 269 92

Orange " 551 25

Trenton " 64 50

PENNSYLVANIA, 81,412.21.

Chester and Vicinity Auxiliary $86 66

Easton Auxiliary 30 00

Harrisburg " 173 00

Oxford " 72 26

Philadelphia Auxiliary 344 40

Mr. M. Carey Lea 100 00

Scranton Auxiliary 549 79

Wilkes-Barre " 22 70

Williamsport " 33 40

DELAWARE, 837.65.

Wilmington Auxiliary 837 65

MARYLAND, $1,110.50.

Baltimore Auxiliary 81110 50

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 8510.30.

Washington Auxiliary 8510 30

OHIO, SS20.61.

Cincinnati Auxiliary $483 25

Cleveland " 145 00

Dayton " 27 20

Springfield " 155 16

Wooster—Prof. Behotegny 10 00

KENTUCKY, $203.21.

Louisville Auxiliary $203 21

ILLINOIS, $10.00.

Chicago Auxiliary $10 00

MISSOURI, 860.11.

St. Louis Auxiliary 860 11
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Bruai, Epernay, Li'even, Limoges, Aurillac,

Brest, Vareddes, Sotteville-Rouen, Clamecy,

Tulle, Vic-sur-Aisne, St.Forfunat, Ver-

melle, Lourches, Lens, etc.

Hon. President:

M. LOUIS SAUTTER.

Committee of Direction ,

Director and Chairman
Rev. C. S. GREIG, M. A.

Secretary :

M. a. J. ROUILLY.

Vice- Chairman :

Patteur B. COUVB
Rev. E. G. THVRBRR, D. D

Finance Secretary :

M. W. SOLTAU.

Correspondent and Visitor for the Provinces :

Dr. HENRY J. BENHAM.
Rtv. H. E, NO YES. D.D. M. L. RIEDER
M. E. REVEILLAUD M. J. <U NEUEVILLS

M. G. MONOD
Patteur H. MERLE D'AUBIGNE.

OFFICE OF THE MISSION:

?d, Rue Godot de Mauroy, Boulevard de la Madeleine, Parts.

Bankert: Mett. MONROE &• CO., 7, Rut Scribe, Paru.


