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Merci

Bright are the days which bring

contributions to the desk of a spring

feverish editor. February had a spar-

kle all its own in the number of arti-

cles submitted for appearance in this

issue.

This scribe pauses here at the thresh-

old of the magazine to voice his thanks

to those who have lightened his task

and, in like measure, have edified the

readers of the Record.

Specifically and alphabetically, men-

tion is made of only a few.

The short but significant article

"Harmony in Music and Life" was

wilttcn by M.ul.mie I'lLire Biililin.iiin,

tniiiKTly i)t Kdclieskr, N. and, un-

Id her marriage, an active leader

among Episcopal young people's socie-

ties in the United States. Madame
Biihlmann knows McAll "au fond"

and is one of its most ardent friends.

To Mrs. James C. Colgate we are

indebted for the letter which was read

to the members of the New York

City Auxiliary at a recent meeting. In

passing, it may be said that the inspira-

tion of that letter was Mrs. Seth Bing-

ham, of New York, a fervent McAll-

itc, herself of French origin, and a

cousin of Dr. Monod.

Mrs. William
J.

Dean, of St. Paul,

betrayed editorial insight in sending

a letter written by Bishop Whipple of

Minnesota only two years after the or-

ganization of the American McAll

Association.

Again Miss Irene H. Mix has tapped

her trusty typewriter in behalf of the

youth movement in the Association.

In the variety of exposition through

editorial comment and the presentation

of interesting letters from a number

of sources, the pages devoted to the

topic of "Values" bristle with eloquent

reasons for a wider recognition of the

younger element in the future of

McAll.

Unsung and unheralded are they in

the Paris office and in the Auxiliaries

who untiringly transmit reports and

items to the Philadelphia office in or-

der that the magazine may be newsy

and faithful to its policy of keeping

pace with the progress of the Mission

Populaire and of the American McAll

Association.
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IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT
TO THE AUXILIARIES OF THE

AMERICAN McALL ASSOCIATION

By decision of the Board of Directors, a change of plans, due to

exceptional circunnstances, has been made in the Forty-ninth

ANNUAL MEETING of the Annerican McAII Association.

If
The Association will convene in NEW YORK CITY for

ONE DAY ONLY. Thursday, April 28, In place of the

two-day session announced in the January Record.

H Delegates to the Annual Meeting are asked to defray

their expenses while in attendance.

1} Riverside Church (Riverside Drive at 122nd Street)

offers the hospitality of its new home for the three

sessions of the day.

If
Reverend Harry Emerson Fosdick, D.D., pastor of the

church, has consented to address the evening meeting.

If
Full Information about convenient and very reasonable

hotel accommodations will be furnished to all delegates
who desire to remain in New York. Those who prefer

to do so may stay near Riverside Church. Attractive

rates have been obtained from other hotels farther

downtown.

Chairman of Hospitality

MISS M. E. ROSS,
New York McAII Auxiliary,

Bible House,

5 East 48th Street

Committee on Arrangements

MRS. ALBERT H. CHADBOURNE
MISS SUSAN S. BOICE
MR. REGINALD S. McALL
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A Letter to the

American McAII Association
By Rev. Wilfred Monod

Dr. W/ljred Monod is pastor at the Oratoire du Loni-re and processor in the

Faculty oj Liberal Protestant Theology, Paris; founder and honorary president

of the National Union of Protestant Churches; head of the French section of

the World Alliance for International Friendship through the Churches, and one

of its vice-presidents; member of the executive committee of the Oecumenical

Council of practical Christianity and one of the vice-presidents of the conti-

nental group constituted by the World Conference, Stockholm; member of the

governing board elected by the Lausanne Oecumenical Conference, etc., etc.

This great Protestant is generally acknowledged as an outstanding leader

of Christian idealism in France and the world today.

6, Square Port Royal,

Paris, December 10, 1931.

Dear Friends,

I know you will gladly permit a

Frenchman to send a message of greet-

ing to the American friends of evan-

gelization in France.

Of all the ideals capable of firing

our courageous ambitions here below,

the most sublime and at the same time

the most tragic, remains this one: to

put in order the terrestrial globe, or-

nament it with beauty, health and joy;

banish misery, hunger, epidemics, war;

prepare our world to become the in-

strument, ever more supple, of the

Divine Thought; to enlarge the soul

itself, imbue it with justice, love and

truth. In short, offer ourselves to God
for the granting of the supreme prayer,

"Thy Kingdom come."

Every Christian who rightly under-

stands himself aspires to act as an

evangelist. Good and generous Charles

Wagner, a pastor and also a great

teacher, who was invited to the United

States by President Roosevelt, said,

"To evangelize is to broaden, purify,

brighten." So to evangelize France is

a magnificent enterprise. In times

past, the messengers of the Gospel in

India, China and Japan imagined that,

in order to interest the Church in their

apostolic activity, it was necessary to

paint the Asiatic religions in the most

repellant and tragic colors. In the

great Missionary Conference at Jerusa-

lem in 1928, the pioneers of mission

work approved a new method; that of

recognizing in pagan religions the ele-

ments of truth which, in spite of many

errors and moral stains, merit our sym-

pathy and respect. All the more

should we employ such means for the

evangelization of France. Certainly

she suffers from superstition, alcohol-

ism, sensuality, irreligion. What coun-

try is entirely exempt.-* It is equally
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true tliat she possesses fine intellecliial

and moral qualities; courage to work,

foresiglit coupled with enthusiasm, and

an inborn sense of the oneness of man-

kind. Thus, not only for her vices,

but also for her virtues, she deserves

that we aid her to seize the Gospel,

for her example is echoed far and

wide.

France a Center of Influence

Consider her geographical position:

She is the sculptured figure at the prow

of the immense Asiatic-European ves-

sel. On one side her sea-coast faces

toward northern civilization: Great

Britain, Holland and the Scandinavian

countries; on the west she looks

towards the Americas; on the south

towards Africa and the Far East. One
might also compare her to a nest at the

summit of the international tree, from

which, at times, ideas, gliding and

singing, take their flight. Because of

this exceptional situation and by the

very logic of her destiny, France has

become a center of radioactive influ-

ence.

Now this privileged land is, offi-

cially, atheist. I say officially, for in

reality customs very often conflict with

laws in this domain. Free thought,

for example, has become much less ag-

gressive, and among a Catholic elite

there has been an awakening of deep

spirituality. It should also be noted

that the government of the Republic

is, professedly, merely "secular"; now
the notion of ""secularity" may take on
a sublime grandeur. For instance, in

1914, when the World War began, the

French government had the intellectual

and moral courage not to tiirow God
into the balance. It refused to nation-

alize the Eternal by ordering public

prayers. At a moment when all the

belligerents were invoking the divinity

with solemn imprecations, France for-

bore to "take His name in vain."

Unique example in the annals of hu-

man warfare, memorable date in the

history of ideas on our planet.

Nevertheless, in France, govern-

mental "secularity" and the forbidding

of all religious teaching in the schools,

which at first meant a protest against

the oppression of consciences and

against clericalism, have gradually

taken on the form of religious nega-

tion. With terrible sincerity the build-

ers of a godless state pretended to or-

ganize a godless society as well. It is

the case of the house built on the sand,

threatened with great ruin, whose fall

would surely rock to their base many
other nations.

Encouragement Urged

We urge you, therefore, to encour-

age French Protestants, disciples of

Calvin, of Luther, descendants of

Huguenot martyrs, heirs of an heroic

Church, persecuted through centuries.

Every Protestant has found in the Gos-

pel a redeeming message which per-

mits the sons of the Reformation to be

Christians without recourse to the

Pope, and to think freely without be-

ing "free thinkers." You are well ac-

quainted with that ideal in the United

States. French Protestants are, there-

fore, pre-destined to serve as conciliat-

ing agents between clerical and anti-

clerical France,—two elements which
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the rc'lii;ii)Lis cjuestiou soiiKtiincs cn-

s^ai^cs in a deadly duel.

The first task, urgent and patlietic,

for French Protestants is to dissemi-

nate the Bible, still neglected by our

people. Help our evangelists in this

field; sustain the pioneers of the great

news, obscure apostles who announce

the glad message in country and city,

who face audiences of "free thinkers"

and revolutionaries; who anchor near a

village their "floating lecture hall," a

new kind of iioiise-boat which follows

tlie course of our rivers and canals,

piloted by a McAU missionary.

I am gratefully aware, my unknown
friends, of what you are already ac-

complishing. May you be greatly

blessed for it. But in the critical hours

which approach in Europe, with ru-

mors of civil war and revolution, your

task takes on an urgent and poignant

significance. May the Holy Spirit in-

spire you!

Mile. Sylt'ie Gardiol, now in retirement ajter 33 years of Mission service. First

assigned to the hall of rue Riroli, she tvas transferred, in 1900, to the station of

rue Tandoii in the Villette quarter of Paris. On January 3, 1932, surrounded

by many friends, Mile. Gardiol bade farewell to the work, she loved and served

tvith consummate Christian ardor.
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A Voice from the Past
The Mission Populaire Forty-seven Years Ago

By 'I'm: Rk.iii Ri:vi:i<i:ni) H. B. Wmi'Pi.r, I). I).

rlir. jo/loir/i/}^ excerpts are taken

jroni a letter written in 1885 by

the Right Reverend H. B. Whipple,

D.D., then Bishop of Minnesota,

ja/no//s jor his work jor American

Indians. Written 47 years ago by a

close student of spiritual values after

one of his visits to liiirope, this fervid

epistle mirrors present conditions i)i

France with remarkable fidelity. The

copy is in the handwriting of a grand

-

daughter of Bishop Whipple and was

submitted by Airs. William
J.

Dean,

president of the St. Pa//l A/ixiliary.

Maitland, Florida,

December 22, 1885.

Our country owes a debt of gratitude

to France. . . .

I had heard of Mr. McAll as one

wliose heart had been touched with

divine love for these wandering souls,

away from home and church.

My first visit was to Salle New York,

the Rue de Rivoli station. It was a

cold, stormy December night. The hall

was on the main street, on the ground

floor. . . . They were mostly men in

blouses and women in peasant's dress,

a few soldiers and shopkeepers, a few

of the wealthier class.

I was permitted to speak to these

hungering ones, and never has my
heart been more deeply moved by that

electric bond of sympathy which melts

all hearts as one. It was my privi-

lege to attend a diiJerent station nearly

every night I was in Paris. I visited

the schools of the Mission. They meet

on week-days after the public .schools

have closed, and I was surpri.scd to

lind 150 children when most ciiiidrcn

would have been at play.

I have been asked my opinion as to

the future of the McAll Mission. I

do not know and dare not prophesy.

It must be remembered that nearly all

of tiiese men have been baptized. They

wear tiie cross on their foreheads, and

deny Christ in their hearts. They have

foresaken their old faith. Their life

of poverty and hardship has made
them communists. They hate the so-

cial and civil bonds which meant for

them suffering and poverty. Some
gospel they will have—either the "Fra-

ternite, Liberte et Enalite" of red re-

publicanism, or the Gospel which

makes all men children of one Father

in heaven. Mr. McAll is no agitator,

no founder of a sect, no iconoclast. He
and those working with him are

preaching Jesus and the resurrection

to men who liave lost faith. God has

rewarded them.

I heard on all sides many stories of

those who had been led out of the

bondage of sin into the liberty of the

sons of God. It must have been a

colder heart than mine which did not

bid Godspeed to such a work. The

work Mr. McAll is doing, humanly
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speaking, will be done by no one else.

The old I'rench Huguenot Church, the

IVench Evangelical Church, the Church

of England, the Church of the United

States, the old Catholic Church, the

Roman Catholic Church, cannot do it.

It requires such an evangelistic move-

ment, a going down into the lanes

and alleys to seek out the sinful, and

compel them to come.

I can only say in conclusion that I

rejoice with you and all Christian

workers in these blessed signs of the

coming of the kingdom of our Lord.

While I love more and more the dear

Church which I gladly own as my
Mother, I rejoice from my heart that

Christ is preached; and I can pray and

wait and hope until every wall of sep-

aration is broken down, and our Lord's

prayer that they may all be one is fully

answered.

With much love.

Your friend and brother,

H. B. Whipple.

T

Last-MInu+e News

With deep regret the Record announces

the passing, February 18, of Miss Fannie

Childs, a pioneer of the Washington Auxil-

iary.

A member of that group since 1881, Miss

Childs gave 51 years of absorbing interest

and genuine devotion to the cause of the

Mission.

The American McAll Association, mind-

ful of the rare spiritual qualities of this

gentle soul, extends its deepest sympathy to

Miss Helen Childs and the many friends

who mourn the loss of a radiant exponent

of Christian love and service.

Reverend Henri Guex
President, La Aiiss'wn Populaire

Evangel'ique de France

No stranger to the American McAll
Association is Rev. Guex, who has

been identified ivith the Mission since

1913 when he succeeded Mons. Beig-

beder as Director. In 1927 he retired

from that office in favor of Alons. E.

Chastand. Elected to the membership

of the Comite Directeur in 1927, Rev.

Guex has given unstintingly of time

and counsel until January, 1932, when
he accepted the presidency, again suc-

ceeding Mons. Beigheder.

A HINT

When you have read the

nexf page—reach for your

purse.
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APPRECIATION

\/EAR after year, since 1883, in lean times and fat ones, the Ameri-

' can McAII Record has entered thousands of honnes with its

stories, messages and pictures to mirror the march of American in-

fluence in a unique Christian undertaking.

This modest little magazine yields no profit. Indeed, it is an ex-

pense to the National Board which charges the annual loss to pub-

licity.

The Record has never asked anything of its subscribers for itself

save the small yearly subscription fee.

Today, however, it knocks at the door of your heart in search of a

small reward of appreciation for its faithful service to McAII.

The Mission Populaire is in direct need of funds. In January of this

year its deficit amounted to $28,000. That burden MUST be eased

if the work of salvation is to live and flourish.

The Record wishes to have a share in the relief of this tragic

situation and, to that end, it inaugurates for THIS MONTH ONLY

THE VOLUME FIFTY APPRECIATION FUND
OF THE

AMERICAN McALL RECORD

Nothing could be simpler. If you like the Record and all that it has

stood for in the past 49 years, take a piece of paper, and write your

name and address on it. Then wrap the paper around a dollar bill

(more if you wish) and mail it to the American McAII Record, 1700

Sansom Street, Philadelphia, Pa. This is not a subscription for the

magazine. Will you do this TODAY for the Record? The Apprecia-

tion Fund will be closed March 31, 1932.
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Mission Changes

VACANCIFS in the membership of

the Board of Directors of the

Mission Popiilaire have been filled by

the election of three new members:

Miss Marion M. Greenou^h, succeed-

ins; Miss Jessie Patterson, late chair-

man of the Paris Auxiliary; Reverend

Daniel Monod, pastor of the Church

of the Holy Spirit, Paris; Mons. Henri

Guibal, General Secretary of the Foy-

ers du Soldat.

The Mission Board has signalled the

long and faithful services of Mons. O.

Beigbeder, its past president, by be-

stowing upon him the title of Hon-

orary President. In a similar spirit,

Rev. H. Bonifas joins the ranks of

Honorary Vice-Presidents. Rev. L.

Russier has assumed active duty as one

of the vice-presidents.

Two devoted servants of the Master

have passed into retirement. Mile.

Sylvie Gardiol, one year before the an-

ticipated date, reluctantly left the Mis-

sion, December 31, after 33 years of

service in Salle Rivoli and in the busy

quarter of La Villette, both in Paris.

Mile. A. Martin, with 22 years of sacri-

ficial labor in Marseilles to her credit,

has retired for reasons of health.

The hall in the rue Tandou, Paris,

served by Mile. Gardiol since 1900,

and for the past few months by Mile.

Prevost Brouillet, is to be closed. A
similar retrogression in the Mission's

activities will affect, April 1, the hall

in the rue Bernard, Marseilles.

To Mile. Prevost Brouillet has been

confided the hall of St. Ouen (the

Chapel of the AflSicted) with the in-

tention of organizing an extensive pro-

gram in that needy section.

Harmony in Music and Life

By Madame Pierre Buhlmann

IN THE long winter evenings when

the French are apt to congregate in

cafes, the Mission makes a real effort

to gather families together to enjoy an

interesting program which provides

both entertainment and instruction.

In a series of talks on musical gen-

iuses, Mons. LeGoflF, director of the

Arcueil station, spoke recently of the

career of Jean Philippe Rameau, a

French composer of the early eight-

eenth century. The mission audience,

composed of those who are daily faced

with material difficulties, listened with

understanding to the struggles which

Rameau had to meet and overcome be-

fore he made his great contribution

to the founding of the science of har-

mony in music.

To accompany Mons. LeGoff's talk,

friends of McAll played piano and

violin selections which illustrated the

genius of this master in a clear and

ciiaracteristic way. Men, women and

children who left the hall that night

took with them that which makes for

harmony in daily living,—the con-

sciousness that life is sometimes diffi-

cult but that every individual has some

contribution to make; the knowledge

that some one else had done in his way

what they might do in theirs; and

finally, the realization of the fact that

the Mission has not only interest but

faith in them.
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Values
Among the Young People of McAII

Edited by Iri-;ni; H. Mix, Uarljord, Conn.

VALUi:s, as we propose to consider

them, are not mere appraisals in

dollars and figures, but rather the

utility, importance and worth of acts

and deeds and their effect on others.

The Lenten season, with its days of

prayer and meditation, affords a time

for retrospection, self-analysis and an

accounting of values,—the value of

what we have done for or given to

others and what we might have done

or given. Have we accomplished all

that was possible? Have we served

our fellowmen with all the diligence

and love we could command? Have

we shared unstintingly our worldly

possessions? If we find we haven't

measured up to our own estimate of

values, we can not hope to satisfy that

of others.

But Easter, significant of new life,

and Spring, indicative of growth, will

buoy us up with hope for better things

and the promise of fresh attainments.

Spring personifies youth and rejuven-

ates age. It can not fail to inspire

us to put forth new energy, conjure up
new ideas and pledge new efforts. If

there is disappointment in past accom-

plishments, let us supplant it with de-

termination to excel in future achieve-

ments.

Let each of us give evidence of real

courage, faith, hope and a desire to

do more to promote the growth and

work of McAll than we have ever done

before. That attitude will stimulate us

to efforts that will arouse interest in

McAll here in America and give con-

fidence to its representatives in France.

The Value of International

Friendship

"A century ago our American importing

merchants considered a nation friendly if

they could trade freely with its people.

International friendship was based almost

wholly on a commercial plane. Further

intercourse with foreign peoples for the pur-

pose of understanding or appreciating them

was scarcely thought of. Missionaries might

try to Christianize them, but that was all.

"But how different it is today! The
modern steamship, automobile, air-plane,

telegraph and telephone are mighty cords,

binding the nations together into one large

family, so that what affects one member
of it affects all the other members, for

good or for evil. One has only to cite the

baneful influences of the World War to

illustrate the truth of this statement.

"What, then, are the values of inter-

national friendship? Certainly not merely

in the opportunities for unrestricted trad-

ing, desirable as those may be. We are

seeking to serve other peoples with some-

thing besides our latest inventions and dis-

coveries. We are seeking to give them
certain principles and ideals which we be-

lieve may be a blessing to them—justice

toward and sympathy with weak nations, co-

operation and fair play with strong nations,

and integrity of conduct toward all. Such

an attitude is bound to have beneficial reac-

tions. As we understand the viewpoint,

for instance, of the Orientalist, we shall

gain a profound sense of the value of

reflection, meditation, sacrifice and prayer.

11
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<ir, ill (ithir wcihIn, tlit- x.iliie uf simple liv-

iiii;. W'c sliall find that they have much
III contribute to our civilization while %ve,

in turn, can contribute much to them. In

such ways progress of the spirit, in the

things of encUiring value, will be made by

all the nations of the earth and the reign of

ri giitcousness will begin."

E. Stani.i-.y Welles,

Newington, Connecticut.

The Value of Service

"May I, an old worker with the youth of

McAII, send an Easter message to you?

McAll needs you, as never before, for pro-

moting its work. Are you ready and will-

ing to do your share?

"When I lived in Hartford, I was the

organizer and first president of the young

people's group there. Then, a year ago,

due to the inspiration of Miss Elizabeth

Congdon, our Associate Field Representa-

tive, who came to my home to speak to a

group of friends, I organized the Detroit

Auxiliary. They were charmed with her

presentation of the Mission's work, and an

earnest, enthusiastic group of workers

pledged their support.

"In these past two years, trouble and

sorrow, in one way or another, have come
to us all, and we realize more than ever

before that beauty and joy are found in

service. In this complex life we must co-

operate. We must become socially-minded,

internationally-minded, or we fall. We
must teach not only our own children

but the children of the world mutual un-

derstanding, mutual tolerance and co-opera-

tion in their attitude towards each other

to help insure peace in the future.

"Can not we all, this coming year, pledge

ourselves to a bigger and better and finer

work for McAIl,—our way of promoting

international friendship and understanding?

And at the end of the year we can truth-

fully say, 'We have tried our best.'
"

Helen Sheffield Honywill,
Detroit, Michigan.

The Vahic of Missions

"Everyone in these days is interested in

values. The great question is, 'What are

the values in life; what are the chief values

in life?" Because many people have spent

their money for that which satisfieth not,

and many have discovered that realities,

which they thought were most desirable,

are, after all, most negligible in value,

they are asking these questions.

"Especially do young people ask, 'What
are the great values in life?', because they

are beginning their life, their careers, their

adventures and their glory of human life.

They also ask, 'What are the treasures

which neither moth nor rust doth corrupt

and which thieves can not steal?'

"One of these supreme values is found

ill Christian missions. Christian missions

are the efforts of Christian people to unite

the two great commandments of Jesus,—the

love of God and the love of man. What-
ever vision of God we have, we gladly

give as our greatest treasure to our brother

man, and inasmuch as we do it unto our

brother man, we do it unto God.

"The McAll Mission is a noble, gener-

ous, gracious effort to take the Gospel,

the good news of Jesus Christ, in all the

simplicity and spiritual purity of the Evan-

gel, to the people of France. This Evan-

gelical Mission deserves your hearty, hum-

ble and sincere support."

Rev. Warren S. Archibald,

Pastor of the South Congregational

Church, Hartford, Conn.

The Value of the Annual Meetings

of McAll

To the many young people who have

attended our Annual Meetings, it is

unnecessary to mention all that may be

derived from them. They know how

inspiring, helpful and entertaining

such gatherings have always been.

Good speakers, an exchange of ideas

and suggestions, sociable hours, and

new friendships all tend to make the

12
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conference well worth the time _L;iven

to it. it is lioped, with New York as

tlie focal point this year, tlierc will

be a large representation from all the

yoiint^ people's groups.

The Value of Reciprocal Relations

Through the efforts of the young

people's group in Flushing, it was pos-

sible to give a much needed vacation

last summer to two girls from Paris.

Tliey were sent to Gerardmer, one of

the Mission's most attractive vacation

colonies. It is beautifully situated on

the pine-covered slope of a mountain

in the Vosges, just above a lovely little

hike where the girls may bathe and

row boats. Tlie house, which accom-

modates about thirty, is a typical

Vo.sges mountain farm iioiise with a

long, low roof. What it meant to

the.se girls to find rest and care in

such a place is found in the letter

which appears below. It is hoped that

other young people's Auxiliaries will

follow the example set by Flushing

and serve McAll in a like manner this

coming summer.

Neuville Saint Amand.

My dear Friend,

We were so happy at the vacation colony

that we must write and thank you for all

the good we derived there.

B/iffalo Student McAll Group

From left to right: Christiiie Hartburg, treasurer; ]ean Strasmer, Ruth Norton,

Margaret Strasmer, president; Mrs. John F. Beckert, organizer and chairman;

Helen Wortman, Evelyn Winter, Margaret Norton, Henrietta Boldt, secretary.
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There was cverythiiii; to make one liappy.

We were looked after so devotedly, coun-

seled so affectionately and there were so

many ways of amusing oneself.

Every morning Mile. Prevost Brouillet

read from the Bible, spoke of our Lord

Jesus and taught us how to pray and lead

better lives. We sang beautiful hymns, too.

After Bible class there were gym exer-

cises on the grounds, then games. From
11 to 12 A. M. there were study and in-

struction followed by luncheon. After

luncheon we rested for an hour or so and

then romped in the fields, knit or sewed

or helped in the kitchen. Sometimes we
took walks in the neighboring woods,

picked blackberries or chased butterflies,

which was great fun.

At seven a good supper of soup, vege-

tables, and for dessert rice with milk or

cream, which was delicious. At eight

o'clock we went to bed. As we said our

prayer, with hands folded, eyes closed and

heads bowed, there was deep silence and

soon the merry group was sound asleep.

I thank you very much for giving me
ail this, and believe me, dear friend.

Yours very sincerely,

Claudine Velly.

The young people of the Hartford

Auxihary furnished a dormitory in

Coquereaumont and Mile. Jeanne

Merle d'Aubigne sent an acknowledg-

ment that was so gratifying and ap-

preciative that it may be of interest to

others who like to have their McAU
funds go for some specific need.

"The dormitory which your group fur-

nished is situated on the first floor of the

chateau and has the two middle windows

opening on the balcony. Each group of

children occupying the dormitory is in

charge of a monitor or leader. These

leaders are generally students or young

women of leisure who give their time to

the colony. They sleep in a little room

next to their charges, take them for walks,

play games with them and try to have an

influence on tiie children that will make a

lasting impression after tiieir stay with us.

"These children come from different lo-

calities from Paris or from industrial towns

in the North of France. They are gen-

erally from very miserable surroundings, but

the fresh air, good food, regular habits of

living, exercise and wholesome diversion

with discipline and daily Christian instruc-

tion, work marvels in these children. Some
of them have gained from four to eight

pounds during their six weeks' visit here

and many show in their whole attitude that

they have profited morally and spiritually.

"The Paris Committee wishes you to

know how grateful we are for the efforts

you are making to help us. It is, we feel,

unique and a wonderful proof of Christian

solidarity to have this link between our

two countries and I believe it makes, and

will continue to make, for good under-

standing between the two nations and pro-

mote peaceful relations between our

peoples."

Yours sincerely,

Jeanne Merle d'Aubigne.

The Value of Co-operation

Up to February 8 the Buffalo Junior

group has had two open meetings, two

managers' meetings and four sewing meet-

ings.

In January a joint meeting was held with

the Senior group in celebration of "The

Founders' Birthday Tea." Long rustling

skirts of the '70's were much in evidence

and the event, marked with enthusiasm and

good fellowship, was a picturesque por-

trayal of a tea of sixty years ago.

At an open meeting of the Juniors in

November Miss Elizabeth Congdon brought

a vital message of the needs of La Mission

Populaire and gave us a wider outlook of

the work.

Mrs. Norris Jamison, chairman of the

Board of Managers, entertained them at a

tea at her home on January 13. A dis-

cussion was held in regard to the problems

of obtaining new members and collecting

14
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ilins. A tdii'.lriii live- piiigr.im, vvliicli will

iiiclmlc- a prcsciilatiDii ot the history of

McAU and up-to-date rejiorts of its vari-

ous activities, was planned. A paper will

be read at each meeting by one of the

Managers or a member of the Executive

Board, followed by informal discussion, and

it is hoped this will increase our knowl-

edge of and enthusiasm for the work.

We have raised our money this year

by means of "vanishing luncheons ' and of

the financial results a more complete re-

port will be given later. The luncheons

have been kept as simple as possible and

the informality of meeting in small groups

has afforded an opportunity of becoming

better acquainted with each other.

There is a splendid spirit in our Aux-

iliary in spite of the pinch of economy

which we all feel. Discussion of "depres-

sion" has been eliminated from our meet-

ings. We have had good attendance and

have added seven new members to our list.

Frances E. Bliss,

Pyesideiit, B/iffalo junior McAll.

T

Sew? Just So

MRS. Harry C. Kline, of Buffalo,

recently appointed National
Chairman of Sewing by the National

Board, explains her duties thus:

"As Chairman of Sewing I am pre-

pared to send garments cut and ready

for assembly to any group which

wishes to contribute time and a little

skill. The garments are simple and

easily made.

"Materials are bought at wholesale

and a bill is sent with each shipment

with postage added.

"Sewing meetings stimulate interest

and good fellowship. May I help you

in making a start in this McAll fea-

ture.'* My address is 190 Huntington

Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y."

l.esl confusion ari.se, it is pointed out

that Mrs. Kline is concerned only witii

the provision of materials and advice

concerning the making of garments.

The completed articles should be sent

to the (Chairman of tiie Relief Commit-

tee, Mrs. David M. Miller, 1037 E.

Jersey Street, Elizabeth, N. J.
The

next shipment to France is scheduled

for April. Everything intended for

that shipment must be at the Elizabeth

address not later than April 15.

T

NEMOURS

With no budget allowance for

Christmas this year, we were unable

to offer all the usual gifts to the adults,

for we had to reserve as many as

possible for the children. In general,

however, the grown-ups accepted this

sacrifice with good will.

By appealing to generous friends

for gifts, we were able to provide each

boy and girl with a present which,

though less elaborate than those of

former years, gave just as much happi-

ness. A little boy, for example, seeing

his toy wrapped in two handkerchiefs,

cried, "Hurrah! Just when I had no

more handkerchiefs!"

Some of the older children received

books instead of toys. Only today, in

the course of a walk, several talked

enthusiastically about their books, and

gave me synopses of their contents.

In school we are going to have these

children tell what they have read in

their Christmas books, fhis will bene-

fit all.

Arnold Malan.
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A Christmas Miracle
By E. Chastand, Director Ge//erjl oj the Missio)! Populatre

In November I was very sorry to

have to send the following message io

our personnel: "This year we are un-

able to give little if anything for your

Christmas. Our American friends who
usually send funds for this purpose

have so much distress to alleviate at

home that in spite of their love for

the Mission they cannot do as much as

they would like. Each one, therefore,

must use his ingenuity to surmount the

difficulties.

"

Our workers were much disap-

pointed, for there are so many children

under our care who have no other

pleasure at Christmas than that which

the Mission gives them. Many under-

stand the Great Light only through the

candle light of the Christmas tree.

We are happy to tell you that, with

God's blessing, all our children and

our old mothers beheld a shining fir

tree and received their usual gifts.

We know that you will rejoice to

hear this, dear friends in America,

for your hearts were with us at

Christmas.

I must tell you about the Christmas

miracle!

Like the disciples, we were con-

fronted with a famished multitude,

with only seven loaves and two fishes.

But, like the Savior, we raised our

eyes toward heaven and the miracle

was accomplished.

"No money!" When Mile. Maigne

heard this she did not dare ask her

children to rehearse "My Beautiful

Fir Tree." Yet she did have a tree,

for a young workman, one of her con-

verts, payed for half of it himself!

At Arcueil the sad news was re-

ceived with consternation. However,

those who had heretofore celebrated a

communistic Christmas now desired a

Christian "Noel." Accordingly, a for-

mer communist contributed 400 francs

and others followed his example. "We
must speak not only of the birth of

the Savior, but of His whole life," a

newly converted Christian declared.

The members of La Bienvenue or-

ganized an entertainment for which ad-

mission was charged in order to raise

the necessary funds for the tree. Five

hundred francs were obtained in this

way.

At Rouen a railroad employe gave

150 francs to M. Lafon, a collection

box was filled with modest contribu-

tions, and friends gave their aid.

Again paralleling the miracle related

in the Gospel, after each child had

been given a present, some gifts still

remained. These toys and oranges

were sent to an institution for abnor-

mal children.

Oranges were also sent to children's

asylums in Marseilles.

At the Zone, Christmas was a real

triumph! A stranger, in addition to

lending a large shelter for the "fete

de Noel" had electric lights installed

and contributed 50 francs for the tree.
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One luiiulrcJ and fifty ^arinciits anil as

many leys ami oranges were tlislril)-

iitcd on that occasion.

The Mission ^avc only 6,000 francs

instead of the usual 2I,()()0 francs for

the Ciiristmas celebrations. Nantes

and St. Etienne were favored by con-

tributions from Morristown and Brook-

lyn.

You can see that a real miracle was

accomplished. To be sure the gifts

were, in general, less elaborate than

usual, but this year the celebration

of Christmas in the Mission was suc-

cessful because of spiritual riches.

T
ALFORTVILLE

We prepared for our 1931 Christ-

mas with grave misgivings.

When asked to choose between a

lighted tree and presents for the

children, I did not hesitate, for so

many of our boys and girls are given

nothing at home. Moreover, those

attending our meetings regularly ex-

pected something, and they should not

be disappointed.

When I informed my assistant, Mme.
Leblanc, and the young people who
usually prepare the tree, that we
were not going to have a tree this

year, consternation was general. We
could not picture the fete without

this ornament, and finally we decided

to procure a small tree.

At length everything was arranged.

Our director sent us a sum which he

called an "act of faith." Other small

contributions were added, and oranges

and cakes were supplied for the chil-

dren.

One of my boys, after an unsuitess-

hil attempt to [-iruture a tree from

the steward of a chateau, went with

me to the flower market where trees

of all sizes are sold each year. We
found a tree suited to our purpose,

and while the branches were being

tied, the boy quietly laid down half of

the price I was to pay. I was troubled

at first, for I knew this contribution

meant a sacrifice, but I accepted it.

When he had shouldered the tree

and we were walking toward the tram

I said, "My friend, this is the first

time that the person carrying the tree

for me has payed for it as well."

"I didn't pay for it."

"Yes, you did, and I thank you.

You know I feared I should not be

able to get it."

"Well, I made up my mind you

should have the tree no matter what

the cost."

On the tram we were allowed to

place the tree on the back platform.

At the bridge of Alfortville I jumped

off quickly, but the boy did not

notice that we had reached our des-

tination, and he was astonished to

hear me say, "Hurry, this gentleman

will pass me the tree." Afterward I

realized what had happened. Some
one, by asking what we were going to

do with the tree, gave him an oppor-

tunity to evangelize the three pass-

engers on the rear platform.

As this tree was decorated and il-

luminated, it seemed to me more beau-

tiful than ever, and yet it was only

half the usual size.

At the fete, after the children re-
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cited verses on tiie Savior's birth, we
had the pleasure of hearing M. Chas-

tand, and then M. l:het and M. Jacjuet,

who related very interesting stories.

We lit the tree again on Sunday,

December 27, for a few friends. M.
Ottoman presided, and he had so

many stories to tell the audience that

our little candles burned out before

the end of this pleasant afternoon.

I was talking to the mother of some

children we have known for a long

time. In order to find out what would

give them the most pleasure, I said,

"Do your children still leave their

shoes at the fireplace on Christmas

Eve?" "No," was the reply, "since

last year they have not believed in

Santa Claus. I was obliged to tell

them that it is the parents who give

the toys, for I was unable to buy any-

thing, and yet I didn't want them to

think that they were being neglected

or punished."

For reasons such as this I take

pleasure in preparing the tree for the

children on Christmas Eve. As I

watched the boys and girls I knew
that some would receive nothing at

home and would not expect anything,

and I was glad to be able to give

them a little joy.

J. Maigne.

ARCUEIL

Christmas at Arcueil this year was

more than ever a religious celebration,

anticipated eagerly by the children and

appreciated by many of their parents.

'We sensed a better understanding and

a more genuine interest among both

young people and adults.

For the ciiildren Christmas is no

longer merely the fete, or as an eight-

year-old boy expressed it, "distributing

day." To their parents it is no longer

a celebration exclusively for children.

No one said this time, "We came for

the children." Christmas is now for

all a religious fete, filled with the

precious memory of the Savior's love.

One of our friends, formerly anti-

religious and a communist, expressed

the idea in this way: "By all means

close with a prayer. Every one should

be reminded that we can talk to Christ,

for He saved me and He can save

them, too."

Nearly all of our friends had in-

sisted that our "fete de Noel" be

distinctly religious in character. One
woman said, "We must show them

that Christ is the true Savior, and we

must tell them about His life, laying

stress on the circumstances of His

birth."

At the close of a Study Circle

session in November, we mentioned

the Christmas tree, and explained our

financial difficulties and their effect on

the fete. Spontaneously and simply, all

insisted that Christmas must not be

neglected. One man immediately

offered 400 francs. The gifts of the

others were more modest, but all made

some contribution, if only cakes, linens

or toys. The Boy Scouts co-operated,

too. "We had to do something for

Jesus, " one of them declared.

The helpfulness of our friends and

their devotion to the work was a

precious encouragement to us, and the
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year 1931, tliougli I'lllcd with anxieties,

was terminated with God's blessing.

Watch Niglit, a few days later, was

marked by a spirit of brotherhood.

Motion pictures, songs, etc., gave joy

and relaxation to the audience. To-

ward the close of the evening a mem-

ber of the Circle came to me with this

request: "Will you have us sing 'We

Labor with Content'.^ The year is

almost ended, but another is com-

mencing. Let this be a call to God's

work."

Shortly after, a woman suffering

from a fatal disease, and knowing

that death was near, said to me, "I

wanted to finish the year with you

and commence it with you for the last

time on earth."

God has reached many hearts and

has given them peace, joy and the as-

surance of eternal life.

R. LeGoff.

LA BIENVENUE

Christmas! A day of feast and joy,

made possible each year by the gener-

osity of faithful friends!

This year, however, came the sad

news that these friends were unable

to send what they would like to con-

tribute. Yet without this money we
would have to decorate a tree, enter-

tain the children and maintain the

tradition of joy.

Accordingly, we proposed to the

parents that they do something for

their children, and a fete was agreed

upon. In view of shortened hours of

work, it was a sacrifice for them to

pay admission, but they came. One

workman who IkuI had three children

baptized in the last three years, slipped

by the collection box cjuickly to avoid

receiving change from his 25 francs

as well as to escape tiianks. Hach one

put his heart into his contribution, for

in spite of widespread unemployment

they wanted the children to have their

Christmas. The receipts from the

workmen alone amounted to 500

francs. This was half the necessary

sum, but such was its spiritual value

that we felt rich enougli to prepare

for a fine celebration.

A neighboring church provided a

tree, which was erected by a workman
and some Boy Scouts and decorated by

Y.W.C.A. girls.

When four o'clock came the hall

was not overflowing with a curious

crowd of strangers, but it was well

filled with families in the habit of

attending our meetings and proud to

see a tree which was partly the fruit

of their efforts. In the candle light we
listened to a program of choruses, dia-

logues and songs. Then the boys and

girls recited verses of the birth of the

Holy Child. Several among them who
the year before had absolutely refused

to learn were now proud to be able to

recite a few lines. M. Chastand related

an interesting story, and Christmas

pictures were projected on the screen

while the young girls sang of the Holy

Night.

When these children came the next

day to look discreetly for their modest

presents, one child brought a friend

with him. "Here is a new boy," he

said. "He came to be enrolled!"
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Wc iiiul ciKourai^enKnt in sceiiii^,

from Christmas to Cliristmas, better

disciplined young people, more under-

standing faces, happier expressions.

La Bienvcnue is becoming one great

family, and Christmas is really a family

fete.

Maurich Lf.knhardt.

ROUBAIX

At the Solidarite of Roubaix the

Christmas period was marked by great

joy and an excellent spirit.

A Christmas Eve feast, organized

by the Blue Cross, and held in the

dining-room of the Solidarite, brought

together 1 1 5 members. In accordance

with their custom, numerous poor

families were invited to the dinner,

their meals being paid for by Blue

Cross members. After the dinner,

songs and recitations were enthusi-

astically applauded. A period of wor-

ship followed, with the angel's mes-

sage, "Glory to God—peace on earth,"

as the topic.

This message was emblazoned on

the front of the building every night

from December 23 to 30, to be read by

thousands of passers-by. We were glad

to note the presence of several fami-

lies indifferent or hostile to religion,

but whose interest had been aroused

by noon-time conversations in the res-

taurant.

On Christmas day the families of

the Solidarite were invited to the serv-

ice and the Christmas tree fete in the

church.

A fete was held in the restaurant

for the regular customers on December

26. It was not as successful as ex-

pected, for only forty adults and six-
|

teen children participated — about a

half of those already won over to the

Gospel. The Boy Scouts and Girl

Scouts enlivened the celebration con-

sisting of Christmas stories and a talk

on "The Perfection of Jesus' Charac-

ter."

On Sunday, December 27, a very

large and successful fete, in which 515

persons participated, was given in the

large hall. In addition to the usual

program of hymns and stories, the tale

of "Father Martin ' was told. This is

the story of an old converted shoe-

maker who received from Jesus the

promise of a visit on Christmas day.

He watched the streets for a sign of

Jesus, but saw only poor and sick men

whom he invited in to warm them-

selves and to whom he gave what he

was able. When evening came the

shoemaker was bemoaning the fact

that Jesus had not come, when all the

poor men and the beggars whom he

had helped rushed into his shop cry-

ing, "Did you not see Me.'*" and one

of them read from the Gospel Christ's

promise: "What you have done for

these little ones, you have done for

Me."

On Monday the twenty-eighth I

presented the Gospel message at a

gathering around the tree at Herseaux,

on the very frontier. Eight families

were present, either Catholic or in-

different to religion (one was com-

munistic), and eleven children.

The next day the tree was lit once

more for the mothers in the hope of
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mcicasiii/^ tlic attciulaiuc of llicii nicct-

in^s. M. (Javier, Frofessor of The-

ology, presented tlie message of Salva-

tion to 42 women ami children on this

occasion.

Tlie last of tiie cycle of Christmas

activities was the fete for children on

December 31. Large posters, repro-

ducing a part of the angel's message,

invited the children to participate.

The Mystery of suffering mankind was

given for the benefit of the 250 boys

and girls present, and pictures of

Christmas night were projected.

We estimate that this year from 450

to 500 children were given food, as

well as about 40 Boy Scouts and Girl

Scouts, 15 poor families and 45

mothers, totaling 650 persons. Eighty-

five children received a gift or a book;

115 persons participated in the Christ-

mas Eve supper; 120 vacation school

children came at least once; and 450

adults took part in the fetes.

The expenses for Christmas celebra-

tions amounted to 1,672 francs (about

$67.00), of which 636 francs were

furnished by the Mission Populaire

and the remainder by the members of

the Solidarite, and a few outside

friends.

D. Cheradame.

ST. ETIENNE

This year's Christmas fete raised a

difficult financial question. With the

present trying situation and the multi-

plicity of collections, we were anxious

to raise the necessary funds in our own
midst. Thus, from our first two winter

lectures we netted 182.65 francs, and

a few individuals raised the total to

269.05. ^'ou may well believe tli.it

a gift of 375 francs from the Brooklyn

Auxiliary was most welcome.

This money covered all of our ex-

penses, except for the toys and re-

freshments which were donated by

friends.

For the most part the toys offered

to the children had belonged to Prot-

estant girls and boys. A stroke of the

brush here and a tap of the hammer
tiiere made these playthings look quite

attractive. In the history of Christmas

at St. Etienne the children never re-

ceived such voluminous packages as

they did this year, in spite of the

financial depression.

We distributed fifty gifts to the

children and ten to some of our hel-

pers (one man and nine girls). Each

family represented received an almanac

and all of the children were given an

orange, a cake and some candy.

The attendance was estimated at

200, including children, and many

were standing in all parts of the hall.

Warm clothing was very much ap-

preciated. In addition to garments

sent us recently, we had some left

from last year. We presented a good

bundle to a family of four children,

one of whom I had seen a few days

before, shivering in a wretched hovel,

heated only by the few remaining

embers of a small kitchen stove.

The daughter of a poor working

woman expressed her gratitude on

leaving by kissing us on both cheeks.

The progress of the fete was serene

and the spirit of Christmas was in all

our hearts.
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After the tree was lit all joined in

singing ""Great God, We Thank

Thee," and listened to a reading of

the Christmas story. A blind singer

sang two charming solos. The chil-

dren sang three hymns, gave recita-

tions, and executed three lovely rhyth-

mic dances by Dalcroze.

M. Paul Verron, a faithful friend of

the Mission, related the history of our

Christmas tree, which had come from

the upper Loire, and following this a

group of girls sang some pretty selec-

tions.

Pierre Jacot.

ST. QUENTIN-CAMBRAI

From one year to another the "fete

de Noel" would vary little and would

run the risk of monotony, if there

were not behind it the invisible force

of real hope. The blessed memory of

the Prince of Peace fills our hearts

with a joy which is ever new.

This year again we fixed our eyes

on the lights of the fir tree, as the

Wisemen watched the star guiding

them to the cradle in Bethlehem.

The little children were the first to

frolic around the tree, on Sunday,

December 20. We had told them that

Santa Claus was out of work this year

and probably would not come to us.

We observed many anxious faces, for

without this traditional visit, it would

not be a real ""Noel" at all! The 166

children present (about 40 others were

attending a lay school party) listened

absent-mindedly to a tale, while they

wondered whether or not Santa Claus

should appear. At length he arrived,

and was greeted with shouts of ap-

proval. Through the generosity of a

few very kind friends, each child was

presented with a gift, and their ex-

pressions of joy were in themselves a

sign of sincere gratitude to the givers.

On Tuesday the twenty-second it

was the young men's turn to sing with

enthusiasm around the tree, and to

enjoy a cup of chocolate with biscuits.

Each of the 21 present received a use-

ful gift. The young girls celebrated

the next day.

Thursday brought together the

members of the "'Cercle Familial,"

consisting of 67 mothers and fathers.

All were grateful for a lively evening

and for the presents received.

The Blue Cross celebrated Christ-

mas on Saturday, in a warm Christian

atmosphere. Thirty-eight members
gathered to pass together an hour of

humility and hope.

Thank God for that splendid week!

In spite of the crisis we are passing

through. He did not wish a single

child to be disappointed or distressed.

He has taught us a lesson of trust

once more; may each one of us profit

by it for the advancement of the King-

dom.

Marcel Payot.

LA VILLETTE

Nothing for Christmas! We could

scarcely believe our ears. The children

would be disappointed, unhappy, and,

in fact, Christmas would not be Christ-

mas. The situation could be explained

to the older boys and girls but the

little ones would not understand.
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However, we felt that tlie Savior

would a^ain ^ivc us the means of cele-

brating His anniversary by giving joy.

We determined to make sacrifice the

foundation of this joy, as He did, and

this would make it all the keener.

The Boy Scouts were called upon

for co-operation, and good Christian

friends were solicited. Oranges, candy

and toys were promised. A tree and

playthings for the older children u'ere

still needed, however.

We knocked at the door of a friend-

ly church to ask for a tree for a cer-

tain day. At the appointed hour we
found no tree. Instead we saw only

a crib, but what a pretty one! It was

impossible, however, to carry it off,

for a hundred fine toys were in store

for us. Once more the Savior gave us

more than we asked.

The pastor added a gift for the pur-

chase of a tree and at two o'clock in

the afternoon everything was ready.

Once more the Christmas lights shone,

even for the mothers this year.

Gratitude, joy and happiness. These

words sum up the Christmas of 1931.

We are very thankful to those who
gave, and above all to our Savior who
never fails us.

L. Prevost-Brouili-ET.

ST. NAZAIRE

In the large hall of the Grand Hotel

in St. Nazaire the manager of the es-

tablishment received us with expres-

sions of his delight in contributing to

the success of our fete. The Boy
Scouts and their leader brought the

tree which the pacifist Germans and
Danes of Nantes and St. Nazaire had

kiiidly offered us, togctiier with tiie

necessary decorations.

At four-thirty the door was opened.

The first children to arrive — those

who had not had any "Noel" at home
—shouted with joy. These youngsters

were followed by old men dressed in

neat but well-worn clothes. Then the

crowd of boys and girls with their

parents poured in. Four hundred chil-

dren and adults were there, and who
knows how many more could not

squeeze in.''

An iiour later the tree was lit by

three Boy Scouts, and it seemed to

sparkle with joy as 120 children, with

their eyes fixed on the tree, sang "My
Beautiful Fir Tree."

Folk dances, poems, short plays and

a series of tableaux by the Boy Scouts

and the Guides were vigorously ap-

plauded.

The second half of the program,

however, was the essential part of the

occasion. After the young people sang,

the Gospel message was read to an

attentive audience. The traditional

story and songs by the young girls and

children were followed by a charming

piano and violin selection. Then the

time came for the distribution of

oranges, toys, books and almanacs,

and, thanks to the co-operation of the

Boy Scouts, this was accomplished in

perfect order. At length the audience

rose while the children, with eyes

closed and hands clasped, repeated the

Lord's Prayer in unison.

For all the friends of the Fraternite

this had been an evening of enlighten-

ment and peace.

M. LeBerre.
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THE ZONE

('hristinas at the Zone woiikl have

shpped by almost unnoticed had it

not been for the efforts of the roulotte

(van) of tlie Mission Populairc.

Tiiougli it is a very small vehicle (we

hope it will soon be too small) the

children love to visit it. The casual

observer would cjuickly notice that

some progress has been made in regu-

larity, attention and cleanliness.

Since the van was scarcely large

enough to contain the 50 regular chil-

dren and the 80 others enrolled whom
we expected to invite, we had to find

a suitable place for our fete. After

many fruitless searches, a tradesman, a

total stranger to us, agreed to lend us

a large wooden shed and he even

added a contribution "for our good

work."

What joy for all when the children

knew that they could bring their little

sisters and brothers with them!

Thanks to the efforts of some of our

friends, on Christmas Eve nearly 1 50

bundles of clothing were distributed.

Raymonde, a newcomer to the Zone,

looked downcast, and pointing to a

very small bundle, said, "No doubt

that's mine! " She was overjoyed to

hnd that hers was not very small.

Only two days before her "man," in a

burst of temper, had broken up the

little wagon which served as her

shelter and had also torn her dresses.

On Christmas day fifteen of these

children were invited to a Christmas

fete in Paris. Dressing with unusual

care, they left the Zone in the subway,

and retunieil later with a magnificent

toy as well as many things to relate to

their friends and parents.

The fete on December 28 was

awaited with feverish anticipation. It

was a stirring moment when the doors

were thrown open so that all could

view the illuminated tree and the daz-

zling decorations.

Strenuous efforts were made to dis-

cover the whereabouts of the Christ-

mas packages!

Here where few could read, it was

a novelty to hear the Christmas story

related by two children. After a few

violin selections, M. Chastand, wish-

ing to take an active part in the fete,

related an interesting story to the audi-

ence. A quartet, recitation of poetry,

explanations of the meaning of Christ-

mas, songs and a prayer followed.

Then came the most important part of

the fete to these 250 children and

grown-ups—the distribution of gifts.

The children were happy to receive a

package containing a cake, an orange

and a few bonbons.

"Thanks to you, my daughter has

learned the meaning of a fete," said

Suzanne's father. "There is so much

mud on my galoshes that their color

is concealed. I needed them so badly,"

Raymonde told us.

We are grateful to our dear friends

who gave their efforts, their time and

their money to aid in the success of

our Christmas. May they hear the

voice of the Master saying to them,

"What you have done for one of these

little children you have done for Me."

C. HUGUET.
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Just Among Ourselves

News of McAII Groups Here and There

BELVIDERE

The 4 1st annual nicctin/^ of the

Auxihary was held, Saturday, Febru-

ary 6, in the lecture room of the First

Presbyterian Church. Mrs. Annie B.

T. Cummins, president, was in the

chair.

Tlie following officers were elected

for tiie year 1932-33: President, Mrs.

Annie Blair Titman Cummins; first

vice-president, Mrs. George A. Angle;

second vice-president, Mrs. Lloyd E.

Ritter; third vice-president, Mrs. Wil-

liam C. Albertson; fourth vice-presi-

dent, Mrs. L. M. Van Blarcom; fifth

vice-president, Mrs. Elizabeth Burd;

recording secretary, Mrs. Milton
J.

Craig; corresponding secretary, Mrs. T.

K. Bennett; treasurer, Miss Charlotte

C. Ketcham; publicity committee. Miss

Stella McMurtrie; managers, Miss Ida

White, Mrs. Harry Vetter, Mrs. P. S.

Yetter, Mrs. George Simerson, Mrs.

George Walker.

Among the speakers were Mrs.

Cummins, Miss Ruth Williams of the

French department of the Belvidere

High School, Mrs. Ewart G. Davies,

vice-president of the American McAll

Association, and Miss Elizabeth Cong-

don, Associate Field Representative.

Music for the event was contributed

by Mrs. William C. Albertson, and a

trio consisting of Miss Elizabeth

Schoch, Mrs. Lloyd Ritter and Mrs.

L. Morton Hartung, with Mrs. Frank

Hurd as accompanist.

The Auxiliary elected five delegates

for representation at the annual meet-

ing of the Association in April.

BOSTON
From Miss Ida M. Mitchell, presi-

dent, come the following items:

A bridge party in the club room

of the Salada Tea Company, January

11, netted the sum of $125.00 for the

Auxiliary pledge.

At the invitation of the Foreign Mis-

sionary Society, the Auxiliary met, Jan-

uary 14, at the Leydon Church, Brook-

line. Miss Alfrieda Mosher, in an ad-

dress, "Christ in France," dwelt on the

activities of the Mission Populaire.

The pastor. Rev. Robert Wood Coe,

was a guest of the luncheon which

followed the meeting.

The February meeting was an all-

day event devoted to sewing. Twenty

layettes were completed for shipment

to France. Luncheon was served by

the women of the Brookline Baptist

Church.

Plans are under way for the annual

meeting and luncheon in March in

the ball room of the Women's Repub-

lican Club. Speakers for this event

include Mrs. Helen M. Craig and Mrs.

Andrew W. George. French songs

will be sung by pupils, in costume,

of Miss May's school.
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BUFFALO
Mrs. George E. Dorland contributes

a description of the "Founders' Birtli-

day Tea Party" skillfully staged by the

Senior, Junior, Student and Children's

Groups, January 16, in celebration of

tlie sixtieth anniversary of the founding

of the Mission.

"The doors of the stage were thrown

back on a softly lighted room with a

tea table set with tea service, candles,

American and French flags and crown-

ing the center a brilliantly lighted

birthday cake in honor of the occasion.

The presidents of the Senior and Jun-

ior groups received the guests who
followed in quick succession. These

women were ladies of long ago, for the

year 1872 was in memory and cos-

tumes of that period were in evidence.

From old chests and trunks came a

wealth of silk dresses, dolmans, lace

shawls, mitts, fans, parasols and bon-

nets. It was difficult to recognize the

Executive Board and officers in all of

these furbelows of the past. They

seemed like prints from the pages of

Godey's Ladies Book.

"The characters of Mrs. McAll and

Miss Beach were impersonated and

these women told of the beginnings of

the work in Paris and New Haven.

The Buffalo activities were reviewed

from the early days of the Auxiliary,

continuing with the growth of the

Junior, Student and Children's organi-

zations.

"The playlet told its full story in

picturesque sequence marking truth

and reality under the fiction of the

parts played. Sixty years of McAlll

May the work live on sixty more years

and as long beyond as there is need."

The March open meeting of the

Auxiliary is to be held in the ad-

joining town of Tonawanda, in which a

lively interest in McAll has been

stirred.

EASTON
The latest McAll pictures were

shown at a Vesper Service at the Eas-

ton Y. W. C. A. on the first Sunday

afternoon in February. Mrs. Stanley

D. Howell, chairman of the Religious

Education Department of the Y. "W.

C. A. and an active member of the

McAll Auxiliary arranged the meeting

which proved of real interest to the

large number in attendance.

Miss Elizabeth Congdon, of Phila-

delphia, associate field representative

of the American McAll Association,

spoke of the work in the various sta-

tions in France as the moving pictures

were shown, giving also a brief history

of the organization.

The meeting was in the interest of

World Fellowship, and served a dou-

ble purpose, interesting friends in the

program of both McAll and the Y. W.
C. A. A program of music and serv-

ing of tea added to the pleasure of

the afternoon.

MAPLEWOOD, N. J.

At a sale, January 29, of articles

made by the 32 children of the Maple-

wood Fram, in the parlor of the Pros-

pect Street Church, the sum of $40.00

was realized for the vacation colony

fund.

The Fram children and their parents
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renewed their acc|uaintaiKe witii tiie

I'ield Representative, l-ebriiary 19,

when the McAll film was shown.

MERIDEN

Members of the Auxihary spent tiie

day, January 22, witli needle and

thread at tlie home of Mrs. John G.

Nagel, president. The completed gar-

ments were displayed as an exhibit

at the annual reception, February 6,

held in St. Andrew's Episcopal Church.

Junior group members are busy with

material received from Mrs. Harry C.

Kline, National Chairman of Sewing.

MINNEAPOLIS

We greatly enjoyed (Miss Williams

contributes) the McAll film presented

January 22 by the Field Representative.

Some new comers were noted in spite

of a reduced attendance due to a state

conference of ministers. At a lunch-

eon meeting the following day three

churches, not actively enrolled in Mc-

All work, were represented, as were a

number of pastors, and secretaries of

young people's societies. With the

wide publicity given to these meetings

we are looking forward to excellent

results.

A feature of the first of the Auxil-

iary sewing meetings, February 5, was

the display of a dozen or more gar-

ments contributed by two of our de-

voted members.

MONTCLAIR
We had a very interesting mid-

winter meeting (Miss Ferris commu-
nicates) at which Mrs. Robert Christie,

one of our own members, gave a col-

orful i.lestrijiiion ot her visits to Mis-

sion stations last summer. We are

"pegging along" with continued in-

terest but with the difficulty, experi-

enced by others, of raising money.

NEWARK
Members of the Newark Auxiliary

(Mrs. Anthony writes) have retained

Tuesday, March 15, as the date of the

usual Spring event which, this year,

will be a card party at the home of

Mrs. Augustine E. Fiske, of Maple-

wood.

NEW BRITAIN

Owing to industrial conditions

brought on by the present depression

we thought best to put all our ener-

gies into one Fall meeting instead of

encroaching on time needed for local

relief. November 10 was advertised

throughout the city as "McAll Day,"

notices being given through the

churches, organizations and press. The
program was of a three-fold nature;

the morning was spent in sewing for

relief work in France, a delightful

luncheon at noon where we talked over

informally the various phases of McAll

work, with a brief business meeting

following, in charge of our president,

Mrs. James North. The afternoon ses-

sion was thrown open to the public

when the Field Representative present-

ed the film, "Sunshine and Shadow in

France." The general atmosphere of

the meeting showed a renewed friendly

interest in McAll work, some new con-

tacts were made, and under the enthu-

siastic guidance of Miss Cornelia

Chamberlain many practical new gar-
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niLiils were completed to send to

I'r.ince. Our pledge for the fiscal year

ending March 1932 has been fully met.

We shared witii other societies in the

Day of Prayer for Missions.

Jknniu E. WI'SSHL, Secretary.

NEW YORK CITY
Sixty-seven members and guests at-

tended the annual luncheon of the

Auxiliary at the Studio Club, Janu-

ary 13.

Miss Boice, chairman of the Execu-

tive Committee, read a letter of greet-

ing from Rev. Wilfred Monod, pas-

tor of the Oratoire du Louvre, Paris.

{The complete text of the letter ap-

pears in this issue oj the Record.)

Speakers included Mrs. Finley Shep-

ard, who dwelt on some modern phases

of harmful propaganda; Miss Margaret

Applegarth, who recounted early mem-
ories of McAU work in France, and

Mons. Malan, who spoke of changes

of life in present-day France and of

the value of the Mission Populaire in

the social order. Mons. Malan is a

son of the director of the Mission sta-

tion at Nemours.

The many friends of Mrs. Reginald

S. McAll, now in a sanatorium in East

Aurora, N. Y., will be glad to know
that she is improving daily in health.

PHILADELPHIA
Mrs. John F. Keator entertained the

managers of the Auxiliary in her Ger-

mantown home, February 2, with tea

and a message from the Associate

Field Representative.

Mrs. H. T. Montgomery, treasurer,

reports a steady growth in contribu-

tions for tiie memorial which shall

perpetuate the affection felt for Minnie
C. LcBoutiUier by all those whose
privilege it was to know her.

ROCHESTER
Miss Julia Little, corresponding sec-

retary of the Auxiliary, reports the

January activities as follows:

The Rochester Auxiliary was visit-

ed, January 10 and 11, by the Field

Representative. On Sunday, he spoke

and presented the McAlI film to four

different groups: the Sunday school

of the Third Presbyterian Church; the

vesper service of the Y. W. C. A.;

a young people's meeting at the Uni-

versalist Church (including a number
from other churches), and the regular

evening service at the Calvary Baptist

Church.

On Monday, the eleventh, Mrs. W.
W. Chapin opened her beautiful home
for the open meeting of the Auxil-

iary. Thanks to suggestions made by

Miss Congdon, an audience of about

250 women, many from churches never

before represented at our meetings,

witnessed the presentation of "Sun-

shine and Shadow in France," pre-

ceded by organ music played by Mrs.

Chapin's son, and a short address by

Dr. Nixon, pastor of the Brick Presby-

terian Church.

Following the meeting, Mrs. Chap-

in's hospitality included a social hour

during which coffee and sherbet were

served.

ST. PAUL
The presentation of the McAll film

at the vesper service of the House of
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Hope ( luirJi, J.inLi.iry 2 i, l)ri)Li;;iil out

an audience of about 200 young people

and older mcnibers of the congrega-

tion. After the screen showing of

McAll activities, the pastor, Dr. Henry

C Swearingen, added a short talk on

the debt American Protestantism owes

to Calvin and to the French Protestants

who have clung tenaciously to the

teachings of the great religious leader.

TROY
This winter (writes Mrs. L. Burton

Schneider) our president, Mrs. E. H.

Bctts, is abroad with Mr. Betts, who
has been sent to India and China on

a special mission. It is expected that

France and the Mission Populaire will

be included in their itinerary.

The annual dollar luncheon, planned

for May by the acting president, Mrs.

J.
E. Anthony, will be carried out in

the same cordial spirit as that of last

year, when a substantial sum was real-

ized for our contingent fund.

WASHINGTON
At the January meeting of the Aux-

iliary (Miss Elizabeth Carhart re-

ports), one of its members, Miss Ellen

A. Vinton, spoke of her recent visits

to McAll stations which included

Nemours, Rouen, Coquereaumont, Ar-

cueil, and la Bienvenue.

In her remarks concerning French

character. Miss Vinton said, "As one

watches the lives of French people,

the small shop-keepers and salaried

persons, one is impressed with their

sanity and poise. They live a refined,

contented life on a much smaller in-

come than similar people in America.

This is not because prices are much less

but because of their industry and tlirift.

The mother of my French orpiian lias

an income of $80 from her salary and

from her pension on which to sup-

port herself and to keep her boy in a

technical school in another city.

"The cultured middle class have

small incomes and sometimes travel in

shabby clothes. Their lives do not

consist of the things which they pos-

sess. Their culture is of the soul and

of the mind. They love beauty, order-

liness and courtesy. They seem pros-

perous because they are thrifty."

T

Mission Week

FACED with one of the most difficult

years of its existence, the Mission

has resolutely turned its attention both

to drastic cuts in expenditure and to

methods of securing financial aid from

those who are served in its stations.

In the latter field of endeavor. La

Sematne de la Mission (Mission

Week) has been suggested to each

station for organization at a propitious

time.

First to respond was Rev. Bertrand,

director of the Foyer of Crenelle.

From collections taken at each meeting

during the advertised period, the sum

of 1157 francs was secured for the

general fund.

Mission Week constitutes, says the

Director General, an educational effort

which will tend to establish the re-

sponsibility of those who benefit from

the activities of the Mission.
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Receipts of the American McAII Association from

Auxiliaries and Churches

December 4, 1931 - February 4, 1932 — $7,763.92

CONNECTICUT, $1.746.'iU

Hartford Auxiliary $ 716.^0
Meridcn Junior Auxiliary n.OO
New Britain Auxiliary 236.00
New Britain, First Cliurch Sunday

School, Beginners' and Primary De-
partments 10.00

New Haven Auxiliary 744.00
New Haven, A Friend 25.00

NEW JERSEY, $1,082.00

Elizabeth Auxiliary $ 27.50
Maplewood Fram 18.00
Monttlair Auxiliary 211.00
Niw.nk Auxiliary 118.00
New Brunswick Auxiliary 25.00
Auxiliary of tlic Oranges 515.50
Plainheld Auxiliary .'. 167.00

NEW YORK, S:, 198. 46

Albany $ .50
Brooklyn Auxiliary 187.00
Buffalo Auxiliary 161.00
Buffalo Junior Auxiliary 18.00
Ithaca Circle 30.96
Larchmont Auxiliary 62.00
New York Auxiliary 1,057.00
New York, A Friend 200.00
Rochester Auxiliary 157.00
Troy Auxiliary 301.00
Troy Fram 2 4.00

PENNSYLVANIA, $1,095.75
Easton Auxiliary $ 100.00
Philadelphia Auxiliary 865.75
Warren. Hutchinson Bible Class 10.00
West Chester Auxiliary 100.00
Wilkes-Barre Auxiliary 20.00

MASSACHUSETTS. S341.00
Boston Auxiliary $ 210.00
Lexington 42.00
Northampton Auxiliary 35.00
Pittslield Auxiliary 36.00
Springfield Auxiliary 18.00

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, $157.00
Washington Auxiliary $ 157.00

MINNESOTA, $125.00
Minneapolis Auxiliary $ 125.00

MARYLAND, $2.00
Baltimore Fram $ 2.00

MICHIGAN, $347.00
Detroit Auxiliary $ 347.00

DELAWARE, $41.00
Wilmington Auxiliary $ 41.00

FLORIDA, $36.00
Gainesville $ 36.00

MISCELLANEOUS
Per Anonymous $ 4.31
Per C. G. Bittner 50.00
Per Sale Christmas Cards 537.90

mflRCH
Has your subscription for the Record expired? A renewal before

the end of the month will be appreciated.

This is the month to check your list of friends who are contributors

to McAII.

No better month than this to get new Auxiliary members.

If you haven't read Page Nine of this issue, please do so now.

Warning. The fiscal year ends with the morning mail of March 31.
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AMERICAN McALL ASSOCIATION
OFFICERS

Preiiderit

Mrs. Hri.f.n M. Craig, 69 Mount Vernon Siki;i:t, Boston, Mass.

first Vice-President

Mrs. Ewart G. Davifs, 350 N. Fourti;f.ntii Strhkt, Easton, Pa.

Second Vice-President

Mrs. Frank B. Kp.llry, 36 Df.Witt Road, Elizabftii, N. J.

Treasurer

Mrs. Richard S. McKinley, 1700 Sansom Street, Piiiladeli'hia

Corresponding Secretary

Miss Harriet Harvey, 1700 Sansom Street, Philadelphia

Recording Secretary

Mrs. Edward Yates Hill, 1014 Clinton Street, Philadelphia

General Secretary

1921

—

Miss Helen B. Strong, 1700 Sansom Street, Philadelphia

Assistant Secretary

1917

—

Miss Helen T. Boltz, 1700 Sansom Street, Philadelphia

Field Representative

1930—C. G. Bittner, 1700 Sansom Street, Philadelphia

Associate Field Representative

1927

—

Miss Elizabeth Congdon

1700 Sansom Street, Philadelphia

Chairman of Relief Committee

Mrs. David M. Miller, 1037 E. Jersey Street, Elizabeth, N. J.

National Chairman of Seiving

Mrs. Harry C. Kline, 190 Huntington Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y.

Advisory Committee

Alba B. Johnson John Gribbel Edward H. Bonsall

Certified Public Accountants

Lybrand, Ross Bros. & Montgomery

Board of Directors

1894

—

Mrs. Abraham R. Perkins 1923

—

Mrs. Henry F. Boardman
1898—Mrs. John F. Keator 1926—Mrs. David M. Miller

1900—Mrs. Frank B. Kelley 1926—Mrs. Henry W. LeBoutillier

1906—Mrs. Edward Yates Hill 1926—Miss Ellen Earle Flagg

1913-Mrs. James C. Colgate 1930—Mrs. H. Childs Hodgens

1918

—

Mrs. Wendell Reber

1920—Mrs. John W. Patton

1921—Miss Harriet Harvey

1930

—

Miss Helen R. Button
1930

—

Mrs. Thomas G. Shaffer

1927—Mrs. William C. Covert

1928—Mrs. Lawrence C. Hickman
1921-Mrs. Albert M. Barnes 1928-Mrs. Ewart G. Davies

1922—Mrs. Henry P. Loomis 1929—Mrs. Helen M. Craig
1922—Mrs. Richard M. Colgate 1930

—

Mrs. Dana B. Hellings

1923—Mrs. Richard S. Mckinley 1931

—

Mrs. Reginald L. McAll



LA MISSION POPULAIRE EVANGELIQUE
OFFICERS

lliiii(ii\iiy I'iciiJci//<

Ri;v. 11. Ha( ii Ki v. C. \V. Goodkich Hon. 1;. Ki vi-ii i aud M. (). Bi k.kidi k

Presidenl

Rev. Henri Guex
Honorary Vice-Pres ideiil

Rev. H. Bonifas

Vice-Presidents

Rev. J. W. Cochran Rev. L. Russier
Rev. Henri Merle d'Aubigne; Rev. E. Allegret; Rev. H. Maroger; Rev. P. Perrei.et;
M. Louis Bergeron; Colonel Roli.and; Rev. F. Wheatcroft; M. J. Faivret;

M. Desbrousse; Miss Marion M. Grernough; Rev. Daniel Monod;
M. Henri Guibal

HEADQUARTERS OF THE MISSION
47, rue de Cliciiy, Pans

Director

M. Emmanuel Chastand
Assistant Director

Rev. Robert Ferret

Corresponding Secretary jor the United States

Rev. Henri Merle d'Aubigne, 46 Boulevard des Invalides

Student Liaison Officer
Mlle. Jeanne Merle d'Aubigne, 46 Boulevard des Invalides

PARIS STATIONS AND DIRECTORS
1 rue Pierre Levee Vieux Chemin de 'Viliejuif, Arcucil

(Rev. Robert Lorriaux) (M. R. Le GofT)
85 Ave. Michelet, St. Quen 67 Boul. Auguste Blanqui

(Mile. Prevost-Brouillet) (Rev. Maurice Leenhardt)
142 rue du Faubourg St. Antoine 8 rue Danton, Kremlin-Bicetre
19 rue de I'Avre, Grenelle (Mme. A. Martin)

(Rev. Louis Bertrand) 105 rue 'Veron, Alfortville

135 Boulevard Sebastopol (Salle 129 rue Marcadet (Maison Verte)
Elaltimore) (Rev. A. Jalaguier)

PROVINCIAL STATIONS AND DIRECTORS
Amiens, 52 rue des Archers M. H. Brochet
Desvres, rue Jean Jaures ; . . . . Rev. T. Cremer
Fives-Lille, 165 and 331 rue Pierre Legrand Rev. Henri Nick
Marseilles, 40 Quai du Port M. G. Sabliet
Nantes, 1-5 rue Amiral Duchaffault Rev. G. Cadier
Nemours, 7 rue du Docteur Dumee M. Arnold Malan
Roubaix, 123 Boulevard de Belfort Rev. D. Cheradame
Rouen, 183 rue Saint Julien Rev. Maurice Lafon
Saint Brieuc, Le Legue Rev. J. Scarabin
Saint Etienne, rue de la Republique Rev. Jacot
Saint Nazaire, 58 rue Albert de Mun Rev. M. Le Berre
Saint Quentin, 10 rue Cambrai Rev. Marcel Payot

45 rue Cronstadt Rev. P. Blondelle

MISSION BOATS
Le Bon Messager M. Chollet
La Bonne Nouvelle M. Wasserfallen

MOVABLE HALLS AT
Bicetre and St. Brieuc

VACATION COLONIES

La Bernerie (Loire Inf.) Les Vallees (Indre-et-Loire)
Chatillon-uir-Seine (Cote-d'Or) La Rayee (Vosges)
Fresnes-l'Archeveque (Eure) St. Quentin (Aisne)

Chateau de Coquvrcauinont (Seine Inferieure)


