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SUPPLEMENT TO THE LIFE OF THE REV. HANS EGEDE

;

CONTAINING SOME ACCOUNT OP THE DANISH MISSION TO GREENLAND,

SINCE ITS ESTABLISHMENT BY HIM.

[Copiedfrom the London Missionai-y Register.]

To the Life of the venerable Egede we shall now subjoin, as we
proposed in our last, some account of the Danish Mission in

Greenland since his time ; and shall prefix to this account, a brief

view of the Danish Settlements in that country. Both are derived
from the Introduction to a work lately translated from the Ger-
man. This work is the Journal of the Rev. Hans Egede Saabye,
grandson of our Egede, and one of the successors of his grand-

father in the Greenland Mission. This Journal was kept in

Greenland, from theyear 1770 to 1778 ; and will hereafter furnish

us with some very interesting articles on the influence of Chris-

tianity upon the Grecnlanders.

The Danes have various larger Settlements, or Colonies, on this

coast; with some smaller, called factories, dependent on the Co-
lonies. These Settlements extend from about the 59th to the

74th degree of North Latitude, from Nennortalik in the south to

Upernavik in the north.

The population is small ; and was estimated, in 1805, at 6000
;

though the rambling life of the Greenlanders renders it difficult to

ascertain the exact number of inhabitants.

For the administration of the colonies and of the Trade, there

are two Inspectors (the Settlements being divided into the North-
ern and Southern Inspectorships ;) with about 30 Superior Offi-

cers, as Merchants and Clerks ; and 160 Inferior, as Artisans,

Sailors, and Workmen.
Of the interior of the country little is known. There arc

various remains of the earlier inhabitants : and it is hardly to be
doubted, that, on the shores of the gulf, which run far inland,

there are many places where numerous families might find ample
means of subsistence, as well as the ancient inhabitants who resi-

ded there, but who have been long extinct. The East side of
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ihe country is not at all known, as every attempt to reach that

coast has failed, on account of the accumulation of ice
;
though

there is no doubt ofpart of it at least being inhabited, by a similar

race to that of the Western coast, as the inhabitants come now
and then to the Southern Danish Settlements to trade.

The Mission in Greenland, has now
subsisted above eighty years ;

and, if

we reckon from 1721, when Hans Egede

first arrived in Greenland, about 100

years. If we except the most northerly

colony, Upernavik, where the Mission

was established about twenty-five years

ago, and the most southerly colony,

Julianeshaab, where a Mission was not

established till about forty years ago,

there are scarcely any Heathens left in

the known part of Greenland, and these

but a few old people.

Some persons fancy, notwithstanding,

lhat the Greenlanders have not, on the

whole, been much benefitted in respect

to morals and intellectual improvement

;

and that the Christians are neither less

vicious, nor believe less in witchcraft,

than the Heathens. It is true, there

are wicked people here, who are guilty

of excesses ; and Superstition still leads

to cruelty, and even to murder ; but

are there not wicked people every

where ?—a;re there not examples, even

in the most enlightened and civilized

nations, that Superstition leads to cru-

elties —and was it ever otherwise ?

It cannot, indeed, be denied, that the

Mission has by no means produced the

advantage of late years, which it might

have done, had it been better directed

;

but to affirm, for this reason, that the

Greenlanders have not gained much by
it, either in morality or in knowledge,

would be absurd. Many immoral cus-

toms, which were practised among the

Heathens, have now vanished : the im-

postures of the Angekoks have ceased :

the belief in witches is not so general,

at least the dreadful consequences of it

are not so frequent ; and such revolting

cruelties, the effects of Superstition, as

those of which Collin mentions an ex-

ample, now no longer occur. He relates

that a father, by the advice, of his bro-

ther, who was an Angekok,buried alive

his child of two years of age, in order to

bo himself cured of a disorder : the wife

of a merchant's clerk heai'd the child

cry, saved it, and took it to herself

:

about a fortnight after, the relations

were informed of it : they came to the

woman, and begged her to give up tho

child, assuring her that no harm should

be doneto him : from confidence or fear,

the woman gave up the child ; and the

relations again committed the samft

cruelty, which was discovered too late

to save the innocent victim.

Among a people who have neither

magistrates nor laws, a decrease of im-

morality can hardly be ascribed to any
thing but mental improvement. It

would be difficult to find a country in

which the lower orders of people arc

more civilized than the baptized Green-

landers : they are almost all, without

exception, able to read and write ; and,

in general, they are fond of reading tho

religious books which are translated for

tliem ; not because they believe there

is any merit in it, nor as a task, but in

order to learn, and not forget what
they have learned.

Greenland had formerly Ten Ordain-

ed Missionaries—few enough on an ex-

tent of coast of abou'i 300 miles [the

German mile here meant, is equal to

about 4| English]—But, since 1792, the

number has been reduced, out of eco-

nomy, one half !—In later years, when,
on account of the war with England,

almost all communication was inter-

cepted, even this insufficient number
was not complete. At last, there was on-

ly one Missionary in Greenland ; when
he left Greenland, last year, there v/as,

in the whole country, only one Clergy-

man, who was a Native, and formely a

Catechist, and was ordained by the be.*

fore mentioned Missionary, and now
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Clergyman at Godthaab. In the month

of April, this year (1817,) four Mission-

aries went to Greenland ; ofwhom two

are placed in South Greenland, namely,

one in the district of Julianeshaab, and

the other in the districts of Holsteenberg

and Sukkertop ; and two in North

Greenland, namely, one in Disco Bay,

and the other at Uraanak : so that the

regular number is now complete.

The business of the Missionaries, ac-

cording to the present arrangement, is

principally to exercise the Ministerial

Functions; and to engage, instruct,

and examine Catechists.

From the smallness of their number,

and the large districts which are as-

signed to each, their time for these em-

ployments is very limited. In some
districts but very few Greenlanders, or

none at all, live in the place where the

Missionary resides ; so that his oppor-

portunlties of instructing them are chief-

ly, indeed entirely, confined to thejour-

neys which he is to make in his district.

When he arrives at the most distant

part of it—thirty or even sixty' [Ger-

man] miles from his place ofabode- the

Greenlanders are dispersed farand near;

perhaps over an extent of twenty to

thirty [German] mile*. They are, in-

deed, summoned together, but do not

all come ; and thus even this opportu-

jiity is often only partially made use of.

I do not know upon what footing the

salaries of the Missionaries are now-

placed ; but a few years ago it was 300

t'ix-doUars, besides an allowance of Eu-

ropean provisions. This allowance con-

sists in the following cU'ticles, which ho

receives every twentieth day:—twenty-

eight pounds of ship biscuit, nine

pounds of butter, twelve pounds of salt

meat, eight pounds of bacon, six pounds

of stock-fish, one bushel of peeled bar-

ley, and half a bushel of peas.

The assistants of the Missionaries,

the Catechists, are Natives. In eveiy

district, where there are several, one of

Ihem is chief Catechist. These chief

Catechists are generally Blendlings

(children of an European Father and a

Greenland Mother,) of good under-

standing, who speak or at least under-

stand Danish : they have a salary of

30 or 40 rix-dollars, and an alloAvance of

European provisions : but the other

Catechists, who are for the most part

Greenlanders, have 4, 6, or at the

most, 10 dollars per annum, and no al-

lowance. The Missionaries have also

Sub-teachers in their service; but all

that they are capable of, with few ex-

ceptions, consists in being able to re-

peat the Catechism, and to read it, as

well as what is translated from the

Bible : it is seldom that one of these

Sub-teachers ever succeeds any furthier

than in teaching the Greenlanders to

read ; and this is, in fact, all that can be

expected, if we consider the education

which he has received, and the small

recompense which he obtains, perhaps

one or two dollars per annum. It is

difficult to procure capable persons for

the places of Catechist and Sub-teach-

ers, because they have no prospect of a

tolerable situation in the future ; and
the Missionaries can give them only

uncertain promises of farther promo-

tion in the service of the Mission.

In former times, many things were

very differeiit. There were then two
Provosts in Greenland, but now there

is no superintendence whatever on the

spot.

When there were ten Missionaries in

Greenland, each of them could, in some
measure, attend to his district; and now
and then visit the Greenlanders, when
they are dispersed in summer in the

islands and the interior of the bays, to

superintend the conduct of the Cate-

chists, &c. In the present extensivf,

districts, a great deal must be neglected

Young Students, who had not yet

undergone their examination in divinity,

were formerly received into the Semi-

nary for future Missionaries ; and were

instructed in the Greenland Language,

till, after their Academical Course xvus

ended, they could enter on a vacant

place of Missionary in Greenland : but

many poor Students, who had enjoyed
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the emolumenis appointed for these

Seminaries, afterward chose another

career, without being able to repay

the support which they had enjoyed.

The College of the Mission was often

embarrassed to obtain Candidates for

the vacant offices ; and therefore resol-

ved to receive into the Seminary only

Candidates of Theology, who had pass-

ed their examination. This arrange-

ment, indeed, caused a considerable

saving of expense, but had bad consc.

f|uences in other respects. The Candi-

dates seldom engage as Missionaries till

a few weeks before they are to go to

Greenland ; for most of them avoid as

long as possible going to a country of

which they entertain the most frightful

ideas : and when they do, at length, suf-

fer themselves to be engaged, the time

before their departure is hardly suffi-

cient to learn the first elements of the

Greenland Language.

With such a trifling knowledge of this

difficult language, the newly-arrived

Missionary can expect little or no as-

sistance from the Native Catechists,who

understand very little Danish. In this

manner, several years elapse before he

can converse with the Groenlanders on

every-day subjects, much less on the

doctrines which he is to teach. Before

he can be of any real service in enlight-

ening the Greeulanders, half the time

of his stay has generally expired.*

There can be no want of opportunity to

.speak the Greenland Language, if he

does not avoid the society of the friend-

ly, cheerful, and talkative Greeulanders

;

and is not offended, that their ever-

lively humour sometimes excites a smile

or a sarcastic remark, when an European
is embarrassed by their very difficult

language. It must not, however, be
believed that the Greenlanders indulge

in such a smile at church : on the con-

trary, they take a pleasure, when Di-

vine Service is over, in pointing out to

* This is, for an unmarried Missionary, six

years •, and for a married Missionary, ten years

:

because the latter receives a half allowance more
provisions fjrhisv. ife andfamih-.

[NOV.

the Preacher those passages of his Ser-

mon, where, so far as the language is

concerned, he might have expressed

himself more clearly.

In the former times of the Mission,

it was usual to send to Greenland, BoyS

from the Foundling Hospital, after they

had been confirmed ; by their inter-

course with the Natives, they soon

learned the language, and became na-

turalized in a short time ; Avhen their

age admitted of it, they Avere employed

as chief Catechists ; and were of great

use to the IMissionaries, particularly to

those who had but lately arrived, till

they had learned the language. To
these Catechists, who were amenable

to the laws and might be brought to

account, the Missionary could, with

more confidence, entrust the remote

])laces in his district, than to a Native

Catechist, who, being an independent
Greenlander, can only be punished by
a reproof, whicl^ indeed afflicts him and
makes him ashamed, or by his dis-

charge, which he but little regards.

The Youth, who are extremely desirous

of learning, and are endowed with rare

quickness of comprehension, then re-

ceived much better and more constant
instruction than they now obtain from
the Native Catechists, who rather apply
(and indeed from necessity) to their

own business than to the instruction of
youth, and, after the manner of the
Greenlanders, are fond of roving about
the countiy.

From all that has been said, it appears
that the Mission, if it were regulated in

a better manner, might eftect far more
good than it does at present. To this

may be added a moral obstacle, which
the Mission is but little able to check.
Many Europeans, of the labouring class,

bring moral corruption with them, and
even make a point of honour of spread-

ing it. The Greenlander is like a child,

and follows every example without re-

flection : hence so many oftences against

morality among the Greenlanders,

which were formerly unknown anlon^
them. In their language, for instance,

BlOGKAPHi.
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there is no other word of affirmation

than " truly and, formerly, they had

an abhorrence for strong liquors : they

called brandy " mad water ;" and if

one of their countrymen was drunk,

they said, to ridicule him, thai he was

become a foreigner. Now we see, if

not often, yet more frequently than for-

merly, drunken Greenlanders ; and most

of them are able to roar out, in their

intoxication, all kinds of sailors' oaths.

How much the bad example of some

Europeans hinders the good. eiTects of

the Mission, is shown by the answer of

a Greeulander, mentioned by Wolf. He
had sent for the Greenlander, to give

him a serious reproof for his disor-Jerly

way of life. *' Reprove your country-

men," said he : " they should be better

and wiser than we ; but they are much
worse. When you have corrected them,

then call me to account !"

It can therefore scarcely be wondered

at, considering the defects in the esta-

blishment of the Mission, that no more

has been done toward the moral and

Jdtellectual improvement of the Green-

landers ; but we must be rather sur-

prised, that so much has been effected

by it. Wolf expresses himself as fol-

lows : " I, for niy part, do not know iu

what country it should be more encou-

raging to be a Teacher, than in Green-

land. The Greenlander has understand-

ing enough to see that the European

must labour diligently and incessantly,

and struggle with many difficulties, be-

fore he acquires sufficient knowledge of

the Greenland language—before he can

instruct, edify, and comfort the children

of the country. For this reason he loves

and respects the honest Missionary,

who, by indefatigable industry, has so

far succeeded : I might almost say he

honours him as a superior being. If we
add, that the Greenlander has much res-

pect for religion, (I might say of many
of them, that they have a true sense of

the value of religion ; and I have never

met with a scoffer of religion among the

Natives, except one, who was hypo-

chondriac,) how much good might a

conscientious Teacher effect there,, if

other obstacles did not oppose him

fSeport^ of ^^otittit^.

SEVENTEENTH REPORT OF THE BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE
SOCIETY,

DELIVERED AT FREEMASON'S HALL, LONDON,

MAY £, 1821.

Secrelaries, Rev. John Owen, A. J/., Rev. J. Hughes, M., Rev. C F. A.
Steinkopff, D. D.— Treasurer, John Thornton, Esq.

In our last number, we presented a view of the state and pro-
gress of Bible Societies on the Continent of Europe, and the
Islands of the Mediterranean, and the Levant. We shall now
finish our abstract of this voluminous and interesting Report.

CALCUTTA.
In the Ninth Report of the Calcutta

Bible Society, very interesting accounts

are given of the labours and successes of

that diligent and persevering Auxiliary.

Of their new undertakings, the Com-
mittee announce, as already in progress,

an edition of tlie Old Testament in the

Hindoostanee (or Oordoo) language,

and another in the Malay, with the

Arabic character, after a careful revi-

sion by the Rev. Mr. Hutchings. To
the former of these undertaltings the

Calcutta Committee attach great value.

" Such a work," they say, " will be
found an invaluable treasure ; and, to-
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gether with the Rev. Mr. Martyn's

translation of the New Testament, v/ill

furnish a complete record of Divine

truth to the immense population of

Hindoostan."

In the Hindoostanee department they

have printed a large edition of the Gos-

pel of St. Matthew, and another large

edition of tiie same Gospel in Hindoos-

tanee and English. This laiier work
will be very acceptable to that nume-

rous body of natives, w hich is said to be

increasing in various parts of the coun-

try, who are anxious to acquire a know-

ledge of the English language. In Cal-

cutta the work is in great request, and

large supplies are on their way to the

schools of the Church Missionary So-

ciety, established at Chunar, Benares,

Agra, and Lucknow. Two other use-

ful Vv'orks of a similar nature have also

issued from the Calcutta press—the Gos-

pels of St. Matthew and St. John, with

Ihe English and Bengalee on opposite

page.>. These bocks are likewise said

to be in great request.

Mr. EUerton's valuable translation of

the New testament into the Bengalee

language, has been completed this year.

One thousand complete Testaments

have been distributed, while, in confor-

mity with a judicious practice of print-

ing a larger number of the Gospels in

their respective editions of the Scrip-

tures, the Committee have distributed

from seven to eight thousand copies of

the latter, and thereby multiplied greatly

the Scriptures among the people.

Of th? Gospels altered by the Rev.

Mr. Bowley from Martyn's Hindoos-

tanee translation, so as to make them

more intelligible to the Hindoo natives

around Benares and Ghazeepore, by the

disuse of Arabic and Persian words,

three have been printed, and the fourth

is in the press.

In adverting to the Teloogoo Testa-

ment, the Report observes, " that Mr.

Pritchett is now diligently proceeding

with the translation of the Old Testa-

ment." Your committee with pain re-

mark, that the pleasing hope of the com-

pletion of this work has been disap-

pointed by the lamented decease cf

that pious and intelligent labourer in

the translation department. May He
who has removed him be graciously

pleased to raise up others in his place !

The Armenian Scriptures have proved

highly acceptable to the persons for

whose use the edition was printed. A
large majority of the Armenians resid-

ing in Calcutta have been supplied ; and
copies have also been sent to Madras

and Bombay, from which latter place

they were despatched by an Arraoniaii

merchant to Bussarah and Bagdad.

" It is pleasing," says the Secretary,

To reflect, that the Scriptures will bo

no longer inaccessible to that interest-

ing people, wiiich has virtually been

the case for a long course of years,

on account of the gre.^t scarcity of

the work. They are now provided

with this sacred treasure, and the

Society has thus far amply performed

its part, in placing the Scriptures within

reach of a Christian church which pos-

sessed the strongest claims to their ear*

liest attention."

Your Committee have not failed to

maintain its usual correspondence with

this its earliest a.nd most powerful

Oriental Auxiliary, though, from the in-

creasing relations of the Parent Society,

its communications with Calcutta have

been neither so frequent nor so detailed

as it is the wish of your Committee to

make them. They have, however, at-

tended to the wants of that station, both

as it respects European Scriptures and

printing paper. Of the form.er 5,000

English and 500 Portuguese Bibles have

safely reached their destination.

SERAMPORE,

Of their valuable fellow-laoourers,

the translators at Serampore, your Com-

mittee are happy to state that they con-

tinue to receive the most satisfactory

intelligence of their progress in the

work of Oriental translations. Two
version^, the Ass-miese and the Mul-

tanee, have been recently presented by

them as candidates for the premium of



BKITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE bOCIETV

500?. ofiered by your Society for the

first 1000 copies of an approved version

of the New Testament into a language

of India in which it had not before ap-

peared; and the claims to such premium

have been accordingly granted. Other

versions are announced as nearly ready

to be presented for a similar remunera-

tion. It should be observed, that the

sums thus awarded, are only sutficient

{o reimburse the average expenditure of

bringing so many copies of each new
ve-sion through the press.

Since this Report was prepared, your

Committee have received the seventh

memoir of translations (dated Decem-

ber 1, 1820,) from the Committee at

Jjerarapore : and although no measures

can be taken upon it till it has under-

gone the usual consideration, they can-

not delay extracting from it the follow-

ing very interesting particulars :

—

" The whole of the Scriptures are

now published and circulated in five

languages, and the >iew Testament in

Jlfleen, The languages in which both

the Old and Mew Testaments have been
published, are the Bengalee, the ^Sanscrit.

the Hindte, the Orissa. and the Mahral-

la ; the ten additional languages in

which the New Te.stament has been

published, arc, the Chinese, the Seik, the

Pushtoo or .Afghan, the Telinga or Te-

(oogoo. the Konkuna, tiie Walch or Mul^

Innte, the Assamese, the Gvjuralee, the

Bikaneer, and the Kashmter.
••' Besides these fifteen, in which the

i\ew Testament is completed, there are

fix other languages in which it is brought

more tljp.n half tljrough the press. These
are the Kurncia or Canarese, the yepalt
the Harotee, tlie Manmar, the Bhugtlk-
hviidee, and the Oojjuyinee version.

About ten months more, they have rea-

son to hope, v;ill bring these through
t he press ; and thuh; in twenty-one of
the languages of India, and those by far

the most extensive and important, will

the New Testament be published. The
remaining versions, now in hand, are
the following ten, which are all in the

press: the Jumboo, the Kariouj, the

Khmm. the. Konrulee^ the Bhntnmfr.
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the Dogiira or Palpa, the Mughudha, the

Koomaoovj the Gudwal, and the Muni'

poor.''

They are also reprinting editions of

the New Testament, to the amount oi

20,(K)0 copies, in the Bengalee, the

Sanscrit, the Hindee, the Mahratta. and

the Orissa ; the first four of them are in

the chief languages of India, and thoso

widest in circulation ; and in all five of

them, the Scriptures are more sought

than in any other languages in that part

of India. The expense is represented

at nearly 6000/. sterling, while the

balance in hand is little more than

1000/.

In connexion with this part of theiv

Report your Committee have to state,

that, viewing the establishment of the

Missionary College, by the Lord Bishop

of Calcutta, as pregnant with great ad-

vantages to the religious improveraen'

of India, they have otfered a grant of

5,000/. in aid of that department which

is to be appropriated exclusively to the

translation and printing of the Holy

Scriptures.

BOMBAY.

The Fifth Report of the Bombay Aux-

iliary Society evinces, that its labours

have been neither intermitted nor inclr

fectual.

The translation of St. Matthew's Gos-

pel into the Mahratta has been finished,

and copies of it have been circulated.

The Rev. Messre. Skinner and Fyvic,

Missionaries of the London Missionary

Society at Surat, having completed the

translation of the New Testament into

Gujuralee. and wishing to print it at

their OAvn press, the Committee of the

Bombay Society, on receiving the

opinion of a competent judge in favoui'

of the translation, presented the Mis-

sionaries with 2,000 rupees, to be re-

turned in copies when printed.

It is proper to add, that, on applica-

tion from these Missionaries for paper

to print both the Old and New Testa-

ment in the above language, your Com-
mittee, satisfied with the statement of

these translators, and with ta© autnori-'
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ties by which it was recommended,
bave recently granted them, through

the medium of the Bombay Society, 500

reams of European paper.

Many Armenian Bibles and Testa-

ments have been distributed among the

Armenian Christians under the Bombay
Presidency. The Armenian Christians

are in general very desirous of possess-

ing the Scriptures in their own lan-

guage. The Armenian Archbishop, who
was lately in Bombay, received with

fhankfulness many copies of the Scrip-

tures in Armenian and Arabic, and en-

couraged the members of his church to

jkead them. At Surat. the Archdeacon

and Priest of the Armenian church

gladly accompanied one of the mem-
bers of the Bombay Committee in visit-

ing the Armenian Christians in that city,

in order to ascertain and supply their

ivants ; and every house so visited,

found to be without the Scriptures, was

furnished with at least one copy of the

New Testament.

The Syrian Christians in Travancore

have been supplied with byriac Testa-

ments, by means of the large supplies

furnished from your depository ; and

the ArrAenian Archbishop from Etz

3'Iiatzen, on quitting Bombay, took with

him some copies for the use of Chris-

tians in Persia and Turkey, who speak

that language.

A liberal distribution of the English

Scriptures has taken place in the course

of the year : many of the soldiers have

cheerfully paid the price for them. And
it is mentioned to the credit of the

/Honourable Company's Bombay Euro-

pean Regiment, that, in the formation

of a Branch Society at Poonah, by the

Kev. Mr. Robinson, this regiment con-

tributed, within the first month of its

establishment, upwards of twenty-two

rupees : a sum, of but little conse-

quence, compared with the interest

excited, and the disposition which it

manifests.

MADRAS.
Your Society's connexion with Ma-

(f^ris has hitherto been chiefly main-

[NOV.

tained through the intervention of the

Calcutta Society ; and its operations in

that Presidency form part of the details

of the Calcutta Report.

From this document it appears, that

the Associations in Madras have conti-

nued to justify the commendations be-

stowed upon them in former Reports.

Humble in rank/' observe the Cal-

cutta committee, " and comparatively

few in numbers, they faithfully pursue

their meek and steady course, holding

forth the light of Divine truth in the

dark regions wherein they are placed.
'

The European soldiers, stationed at,

Bellary and in its neighbourhood, have

derived much benefit from the Branch

Bible Society established there ; and

instances have occurred of Hindoos

seeking for, and even being willing to

purchase, the sacred word.

The Madras Tamu/ Bible Association

have been no less diligent in their de-

partment of labour. Much inquiry after

Christian knowledge has, through their

means, been excited among the heathen

around them, and desire manifested to

possess our Scriptures. One of them, ia

a letter written to request a copy, thus

expresses himself: " My hunger and

thirst after this book are great." Ano-

ther instance mentioned in the Report

of the Anniversaiy of that Association

is too remarkable to be passed unno-

ticed: "While the people were breaking

up, a respectable Mohammedan, who
had listened to the discourses with much
attention, came up to the Chairman's

table, and very joyfully asked for a sub-

scription paper : he got one, and put

down his name for one rupee per month.

< This,' said he, with joy visible in his

aged face, ' I shall pay as long as I

shall be in this place : it is a good cha-

rity.'
"

The chain of Institutions on the

Peninsula is at length completed by the

formation of the Madras Auxiliary So-

ciety.

This establishment took place on the

fifth of May last, in the College Hall,

amidst a numerous and most respect-

able assembly. The Honourable Sir
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John Newboltj Chief Justice, who pre-

sided, addressed the meeting with great

spirit and animation; as did also Sir

Samuel Toller, Advocate General, and

others.

One of the first measures of this So-

ciety, was, to appoint a Sub-Committee

of Translations, consisting chiefly of

gentlemen acquainted with the lan-

guages of India, and authorized to pro-

cure for themselves assistance where-

ever it can be had, from European or

native scholars of every description.

Your Committee, desirous of testify-

ing their friendly disposition towards an

Institution which theyhad long regarded

as an important desideratum ; and in

the formation of which they saw every

thing to authorize the highest expecta-

tions of its zeal, its wisdom, and its

efficiency, presented it with a donation

of a thousand pounds.

Subsequently to the date of this grant,

your Committee have learnt, that the

Madras Society has already succeeded

in strengthening itself for its future ope-

rations by the establishment of a Branch

Society in the great military station of

Trichinopoly ; an acquisition which must

be regarded as of the highest impor-

tance. ,

CEYLQX.

The Eighth Report of the Colombo

Auxiliary Society gives, on the whole,

an encouraging view of the state and

prospects of that Institution. The heavy

loss sustained by the removal from the

Island of its late President, Sir Robert

Brownrigg, and its Secretary, the Rev.

George Bissett, appears to have been in

a great measure repaired by the friendly

zeal of their successors, Sir Edward
Barnes and John Deane, Esq. The
sentiments expressed by tlie two former

gentlemen, on quitting their stations,

were very honourable to their feelings

and principles : to those of Sir Robert

Brownrigg, from the rank he held as

Governor, your Committee attach no
common importance :

—

It has been," said he, my uncens-
Vor. 1821.

ing desire, and I have felt it my bounden

duty, from the moment of my enteria<j

on this government, to do ray utmost

towards the propagation of Christian

knowledge. The establishment of a

Bible Society in Ceylon, and the trans-

lation of the Scriptures into the language

of the country, ajipeared to me the

surest means of attaining this object.

That the pious work may continue to

prosper, will be my constant hope and

prayer. And, to prove the sincerity of

my wishes, I request to be continued

an honorary and subscribing member. '

The new edition of the revised Cin-

galese Testament, amounting to 3,500

copies has been completed ; two copies

of it accompanied the Reports furnished

to your Committee. The translation of

the Old Testament into the same lan-

guage, is now proceeding without inter-

ruption ; and the Colombo Committee

entertain a confident hope, that the

whole of the Pentateuch will, in a very

short time, be translated and ready for

publication.

In the meantime, the printing of 2,00(»

copies of the Book of Psalms has been

completed ; 1000 copies of the Book of

Proveirbs have also been printed ; and.

the press is now occupied in preparing-

a similar number of copies of the Book
of Exodus, which are in a state of for-

wardness, and will soon be completed

In the Branch Society at Gallt, the

subscriptions have nearly doubled the

amount of the preceding year.

The Bi-anch Society also at Trinco-

make continues to flourish under the

able superintendence and management
of Colonel O'Connel, the Commandant,
as President, and the Rev. T. Ireland,

Chaplain to the forces, as Secretary.

In connexion with this Branch a sub-

ordinate and separate Society has been

formed, through the active exertions ot

the Collector and Commandant, in Bat-

ticaloa.

Notwithstanding, however, the libe-

ral efforts of the several members of the

Colombo Society and a grant of three

hundred pounds from j-our Tn«titmion
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•the heavy expenses,' observes the

Secretary, in a letter, dated October 31,

J 820, attendant on the double under-

taking of printing at once editions of

the Old and New Testaments, have lite-

vally exhausted our limited resources.

We are, however, proceeding prospe-

rously with the Cingalese translation of

the Old Testament ; and as that will

now form the exclusive object of our

attention, we may reasonably look to a

diminution of our expenditure in the

present year. At all events, the British

and Foreign Bible Society may i^est

assured, that its Ausifiai-y in Ceylon wfll

persevere with undiminished zeal, in

advancing those great objects, which

are the common aim of both Institu-

tions."

SUMATRA.

'J'he Siimalran Bible Society, under

The active and zealous Presidency of Hi.9

Lscellency Sir Thomas Raffles, has

published its Ilrst Report ; and though

h is too much in its infancy to have as

yet any effects to detail, it manifests a

spirit from which much good may in

due time be anticipated.

After speaking of the institution of

Schools for the instruction of native

rhildren, as tending to facilitate the

reading and understanding of the Scrip-

tures, and thus afford the most impor-

tant assistance to their Bible Society,

The Report proceeds in the following

animated strain :

Thus, by mutually aiding each other,

they may, in process of time, by the

blessing of God, extend their benign

effects throughout the whole island, an

Island, let it be remembered, not infe-

rior in magnitude, perhaps, to Great

Britain, and which maybe as populou?.

ilovv pleasing the idea to the philan-

Uiropist and the Christian, that they

may become thenonoured instruments

of conferring such important benefits on

theii- fellow creatures
; that, by means

of a trifling subscription to the Bible

Society, they may aid in didiising a

'ight,. which imder the (Jiref-tion of Him

who is the fountain of light, may shine

with increasing brightness and splen-

dour, until every dark corner and recess

of human ignorance, misery, and vice,

shall be irradiated by its blessed beams

;

and thousands, who would otherwise

have been sitting in the region and sha-

dow of death, emerging from their ob-

scurity, and participating in the hea-

venly radiance, shall themselves become

the ornaments and the benefactors, the

great, the wise, and the good, of future

generations !"

AMBOYNA.

The last intelligence from Amboynn

announced the safe arrival of nearly

4,000 copies of the Malay New Testa-

ment, furnished from your depository,

being the first portion of an edition of

10,000 printed by your Society. The

Rev. Mr. Kam expressed his great joy,

on thus being enabled to satisfy the

more pressing demands of the native

Christians throughout the Moluccas,

w hose number amounts to between 4o

and 50 thousand.

CANTON AND MALACCA.

From Canton and Malacca, the ac-

counts of the Rev. Drs. Morrison and

Milne respecting the Chinese Scriptures

are of a very gratifying nature. By the

joint labours of these two indefatigable

translators, a complete version of all

the canonical books of Holy Scripture,

into the Chinese has been effected ; and

they are now very diligently occupiei^

in the work of revision.

In the meanwhile the Rev. Dr. Marsh-

man, at Serampore, has laboured with

equal success on the same object. He
too is employing himself in carefully re-

vising both the parts in MS. and also

those which have been prrnted. Refer-

ring to the length of time which it re-

quired to bring our English version to

its present maturity, no less than seventy

years, from Tindal to King James, Dr

Marshman very justly and candidly ob

serves, that, " in a language, so exteji-

Jivp, in i(s circulati'^n as the rhino-r.

KEPOKTS Of sUClE'liE?.
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Uvo vei-sions, perfectly independent of

each other, do not appear to us a waste

of labour, though each were to employ

the whole of the life of many indivi-

duals."

Your Committee are so convinced of

tlie truth of this remark, and so well

satisfied with the abilities and fidelity of

the conductors of the two translations,

that they have granted them severally,

from time to time, such assistance as

their circumstances appealed respec-

tiveiy to require.

AFRICA.

In 4/Vtca, the prospects of your So-

«;iety, though within a limited sphere

compared with the extent of that mighty

Peninsula, continue to improve. The

journies of the Rev. Messrs. Burckhardt,

Jowett, and Connor, have done much

toward opening: an {entrance for the

Scriptures into Egypt, and some of the

contiguous countries ; and there is rea-

son to believe that when the Arabic

Bible, now preparing by Professors Lee

and Macbride, shall have been com-

pleted, followed, as it is intended to be,

by some portions of the New Testament

in the Amharic dialect of Abyssinia, the

value of these hopeful* beginnings will

be more fully perceived, and the Scrip-

tures will obtain a more extensive and

iffectual circulation.

In South Africa, the supplies of Bibles

and Testaments which your Society has

furnished, have been found very accept-

able, and contributed materially to the

good effect of the Missions in that quar-

ter. Referring to this subject, a very

diligent Missionary thus writes :
" Here,

in Africa, much good has been done. I

lemember, twenty years ago, when we
commenced our labours, our attempts

to convert the Hottentots and Bosche-

men were looked upon by most of the

colonists with contempt, as they consi-

dered the Hottentots so very stupid that

all attempts to communicate instruction

to them would be in vain ; but the con-

trary has been fully evinced, and the

labours of the Missionaries, both within

this colony and beyond its }»ordcrs, have

been crowned with great sncress. Then-

are even at Griqua town more than

tlirec hundred who caji read, and many
among these have made a great profi-

ciency in reading the Scriptures, ajiil

labour to treasure them up in their

minds. I mention this, because it is

through your instrumentality that tlicy

have become the possessors of those

sacred books."

Your Committee have now the satis-

faction to state, that on the 23d of

August in the last year, a Society wa.s

formed at the Cape of Good Hope,

under the designation of the South

.African Auxiliary Bible Society." Of

this institution His Excellency Sir Ru-

fane Donkin, K. C. B. the Lieutenant

Governor, is the President. Your Com-
mittee, anxious to aflford substantial en-

couragement to a Society, in the esta-

blishment of which they very cordially

rejoice, presented it with a grant of

Bibles and Testaments to the amount of

£200. A short extract from the official

letter of the President, will be read with

unqualified pleasure :

—

'•I took an opporfiinitj'," says Hj<

Excellency, of assuring the meeting,

tliat, during the time I may administer

the government, no eftbrt shall be want-

ing, on my part, to promote the diiTusion

of Christianity throughout Southern

Africa. I am persuaded that, indepen-

dently of the paramount duty by which

every Christian is bound to impart the

light of the Gospel to those who are un-

acquainted with it, I shall be rendering

an essential service to the colony, if 1

can lay the foundation of a system

which shall introduce Christianity, and,

consequently, civilization, among the

surrounding tribes ; and I hope the day

is not far off, when those who are now
Heathen savages shall be converted

into civilized Christians."

Of their connexion with the Island of

St. Helena, your Committee have no-

thing to add to the following statement

from the Rev. W. D. Carter, Chaplain

to Admiral Lambert, Commander in

Chief on the St, Helena station
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After acknowledging the receipt of a

liberal supply of Bibles and Testaments,

the Cliaplain thus writes :
—" I am happy

to say, that the civil population ox this

island are by no means badly supplied

with Bibles, owing to liberal distribu-

tions having been made by the resident

Chaplains, and other well disposed per-

sons ; the supplies sent me will, how-

ever, prove a valuable acquisition, both

on shore and afloat, particularly the

latter ; and I have already received

many applications on the subject, both

from seamen and marines. Wherever

( have given books, the parties have

been very willing to pay whatever they

could afford, and many indeed all that

1hey had saved from their scanty pay

and earnings as labourers on shore."

In a letter recently received from the

Secretary of the Mauritius Auxiliary

Society, it is stated that the operations

of that Society have been unremitted

and uniformly progressive ; and that

the last supply of Bibles had been highly

acceptable.

The Auxiliary Society at Sierra Leone,

under the zealous patronage of His Ex-

i;ellency Sir Charles Macarthy, the

Governor of that Colony, continues its

labours in the common cause ; and has

j-emitted, in this year, £175 to the funds

»f the Parent Institution.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

The Keiv South Wales Auxiliary So-

ciety has shown, in its Fourth Report,

that the circulation of the Holy Scrip-

tures is making a very gratifying pro-

gress among the settlers in that distant

Colony.

Three Bible Associations have been

formed, in connexion w\ih this Aux-

iliary, at Sidney, Paramatta^ and IVind-

SOT ; and the Branch Society at Van
Diemen's Land continues to afford it a

very liberal and eff'ectual co-operation.

The number of copies of the Scriptures

received by the New South Wales So-

ciety from your depository is 6,328, and
its contribution to your funds £840.

This indeed," observes the Report,

'•is a return vastly exceeding the mo=t
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sanguine hopes of the Society's warmest:

friends at its institution in 1817. Still

the remittance falls far short of the cost

price of the Scriptures furnished by the

British and Foreign Bible Society, for

the instruction and edification of the

people in these settlements, before and

since the establishment of your Auxili-

ary Society."

Your Committee have great pleasure

in adding, that Major General Sir Tho-

mas Brisbane, the new Governor of this

Colony, previously to his departure

from England, obligingly attended one

of their meetings, and expressed, in the

kindest and most explicit manner, his

determination to co-operate with the

views of your Society, by patronizing

and promoting the dissemination of the

Scriptures among the numerous and

varied population over which his autho-

rity will extend.

MADEIRA.

In proceeding across the Atlantic^

your Committee would notice the good

reception which the Portuguese Scrip-

tures have met with among the Roman
Catholic inhabitants of the Island of

Madeira. It reflects honour on the libe-

rality of the Governor, that, on a repre*

sentation being made to him by your

agent, that he bad received from a So-

ciety in London an annual supply of

Testaments presented to the youths of

this island, the Governor ordered they

should pass free of duty.

A remittance has been annually re-

ceived from an active friend of the

Society in that island ; but the circum-

stances of the labouring population are

such, that the greater number of copies

must necessarily be distributed gratis.

WEST INDIA ISLANDS.

From Jamaica, the Auxiliary Society

of the people of colour sent a third re-

mittance of 100/. sterling, requiring a

return of Bibles and Testaments to one

fourth of the amount.

The Barbadoes Auxiliary Society, of

the people of colour, in its third Report*.
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announces a distribution of 53 Bibles

and 122 Testaments. Its Committee

observe, that, " in endeavouring to cir-

l uiate the Scriptures, they find much

anxiety among the slaves to receive

them ; those who can read, delight in

their Bibles
;
many have commenced

learning to read, and Bibles have been

promised them at reduced prices." A
third remittance of 20/. has just been

received from this Society.

From Dominica a correspondent thus

writes :
—" The supplies with which I

have been furnished from different

sources are now almost totally exhaust-

ed, and, in the article of French copies,

wholly so. I have lately been applied

to from Martinique, a neighbouring

French island, for copies. I think there

is reason to believe, that the Bible will

find an increasing number of readers,

both in French and English. I believe

1 may say the Bible has real friends

among the superior ranks in this colony,

whose attention I hope will ere long be

called to its circulation."

In the Island of Antigua, chiefly

Jhrough the diligent exertions of the

Moravian Missionaries, the Scriptures

turnished by your Society, are read

with attention and profit by not a few

individuals among the native popula-

tion of the island. In their application

for further supplies, the Missionaries

mention that those already bestowed

upon them had been of most essential

service; and one of their number, the

Rev. Mr. Richter, of St. Johns, adds the

tollowing statement in support of this

application :

—

"I was called to visit a young Mulatto

who was ill of a decline ; he had led a

profligate life, butwas in a state of great

penitence, and told me that he read by
day in the New Testament, and when
at night kept awake by a severe cough,

repeated to himself such particular pas-

sages as had made an impression on his

mind, which afforded great comfort to

his soul. Our people are in general too

poor to purchase books. The bounty,

.therefore, of the Society would be very

acceptable and well bestowed.

173

From the Bahama Islands, gratifying

intelligence has been received of the

successful distribution of the Spanisli

Testaments, both at reduced prices and

gratis, among Spaniards who have visi-

ted the port of JNassau. English Bibles

and Testaments are greatly inquired

after : and the following testimony is

borne by your Committee's correspon-

dent to the state of this and the adja-

cent islands, as to religious and moral

feeling :

—

" The inhabitants of these islands ge-

nerally respect the word of God, many
prize it highly

;
and, since they have

been blessed with it, their moral condi-

tion has been greatly improved. I am
informed, there is no comparison be-

tween the moral state of this colony

now, and twenty years ago, when they

had few, if any. Bibles. The Sabbath

was then totally disregarded
;
now, T

believe, it is kept with as much deco-

rum as in most parts of England."

The Auxiliary Society of the people

of colour in the Bermuda Islands hs^s

published its first Report, from which i;

appears, that, within one year from its

commencement, this Society had dis>

tributed 305 Bibles and Testaments.

From the zeal manifested by its Presi-

dent, the Hon. J. C. Esten, Chief Jus-

tice of the Island, and the other cou'

ductors of the Society, much may be

expected.

In Demerara the correspondent ol

your Society has found the circulation

of the Scriptures proceed but slowly,

on account of the difl^culties opposed

to the instruction of the slaves in read-

ing. " Still," he observes, a goodlv

number endeavour to learn one of ano-

ther ; and those who succeed in these

pious efforts, think themselves pecu-

liarly happy when once they can read

in the Gospel of St. John, which seems

to be their favourite portion of the word
of God. Many of the slaves highly

prize the Scriptures. Some, who had

not learned a letter of the alphabet,

have applied to me for Bibles. Several

with whom I am acquainted, carry their

Bibles or Testament's three oc four.
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miles, ill order to have a few verses

read."

SOUTH AMERICA,
lu Spanish South America your Com-

mittee have ascertained that a desire to

peruse the Holy Scriptures exists, and

appears to be progressively awakened
in proportion as copies are distributed

through the comparatively few chan-

nels which as yet have been opened for

their transmission. Those channels,

however, are multiplying
;
advantage

is taken of them by your Society's cor-

respondents, as also by those of the

American Bible Society. Through the

latter, your Committee have received a

statement, derived from very high au-

thority, which corroborates what they

have mentioned above. The statement

is as follows :
—" The Bible, in the Spa-

nish language, may now be distributed

with good effect in Buenos Ayres and

IVIargaretta. The field of exertion is

large in both those places
;
and, before

they can be supplied, other places in

Spanish South America will be open."

ft will be satisfactory to you to know,
that, with a view to meet the calls of

Divine Providence from both Spanish

and Portuguese Catholics, copious edi-

tions of the Scriptures are preparing in

^hese languages, agreeable to the ver-

sions accredited by the proper authori-

ties in their respective churches.

UNITED STATES.

The following paragraphs
will show the estimation in

which the American Bible So-
ciety is held by the Parent In-

stitution in London.
In the United States of America, the

national Establishment under the de-

signation of the " American Bible Soci-

ely" furnishes all the evidences of an

active, judicious, and rapidly extending

institution. From its centre, in New-
York, this society carries out its opera-

tions to the utmost limits of the Ame-
rican Union

;
and, although some few

Societies of an earlier date have pre-

ferred, for^ local considerations, main-
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taining their independence, yet the Na-
tional Society appears to be travelling

fitst toward a comprehension of the

friends of the Holy Scriptures within

one well organized and effective In-

stitution.

From the greatness of the scale on
which the operations of the American
Bible Society are now conducted, it

has become impracticable for your
Committee to exhibit any such account

of them, as would furnish the mind
with a just idea of the variety of their

details, and the vastness of their combi-

nation. For this, your Committee

must refer to the Annual Reports of

the American Society themselves, now
scarcely (if at all) inferior in bulk to

your own. It is, however, due to the

members of both Institutions, that a

summary statement should be given of

what this great Ally has done in tire

way of printing, distribution, collection

of funds, and acquisition of Auxiliary

Societies.

To this summary statement,

about a page and a half is de-

voted. It is unnecessary to

quote it, as all the facts were
embraced in our abstract of the

last Report of the American
Bible Society, inserted in our

number for June.

BRITISH NORTH AMERICA.

In British JVorth America, the Scrip-

tures continue to be circulated through

the Bible Societies, of which accounts

have been given in former Reports,

and through individuals, the circum-

stances of whose situation bring oppor-

tunities for promoting this benevolent,

work within their reach. In the latter

way, much has been done toward sup-

plying the new settlers, who have been

led by the spirit of emigration to esta-

blish themselves in that country.

A new Auxiliary Society has also

been established in Montreal, under the

patronage of His Excellency the Earl

of Dalhousie, the Governor in Chief.

The Society was formed on the 28th of
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last August, and in little more than two

months after, an active member of it

thus writes :

—

" Several applications have already-

been made for Bibles, and there ap-

pears to be a great desire in the vicinity

of Montreal for the word of life ; and

we hope, by the blessing of God, that

a bright day is beginning to dawn on

this part of the globe."

From the Moravian Missionaries in

Labrador, your Committee continue to

receive the most pleasing accounts of

the gratitude and delight with which

the Scriptures are read by the Esqui-

maux Christians, at the three stations

of Hopedale, Nain, and Okkak.

The following communication from

Ihe last of these places will be read

with particular interest

:

" To the venerable British and Fo-

reign Bible Society, we beg to present

the thanks of our Esquimaux congrega-

tion, for that invaluable present made

to them of a printed translation of the

Epistles of the Apostles, in the Esqui-

maux language. Many exclaimed, 'Ah!

we are not worthy that these benevo-

lent men should think of us also, and

do us so much good ; that they should

send us the precious Gospel in our own
language.' These, and similar expres-

sions of thanks were heard, while we
distributed among them the copies of

this work. Many tears of gratitude

and joy flowed down their cheeks.

We most cordially join them in thanks

to that wortliy Society for this repeat-

ed proof of their kindness toward this

mission. Our schools are diligently at-

tended ; the benefit bestowed upon
young and old, by teaching them to

read the Scriptures, is great indeed.

The children read them to tlieir pa-

rents in their dwellings, where they

daily prove a rich pasture to their souls,

even when absent from us at their

hunting and fishing places, and depriv-

ed of the usual means of instruction."

.Domestic Operaiions.

In reporting the ilorneslic operations

'^f Ihe Society, your Committee will

best discharge their duty by referring lt>

the List of Contributions from Auxili-

ary Societies, and to the several Local

Reports.

It is pleasing to observe, that, not-

withstanding the pressure of the times,

on all classes of persons, those con-

tributions have actually increased ; and

an addition has been made to the num-
ber of the Auxiliary establishments, by

the formation of four new Auxiliary

and two Branch Societies.

It is due also to that active and most

useful Institution, the Merchant seamen'.'!

Auxiliary Bible Society, to state, that

it prosecutes its duties in a very diligent

and successful manner, and has paid,

during the past year, 750^. for Bible??

and Testaments purchased from your

depository.

Ofthe Auxiliary Societies themselve<?,

your Committee would remark, that iu

order to render them respectable, effi-

cient, and productive, it will be of great

importance that their Committees

should hold frequent and regular meet-

ings, watch over the distribution of the

Monthly Extracts and Reports, lend

their aid in the formation and direc-

tion of Bible Associations, and other-

wise exert themselves to keep alive the

spirit of attachment to the object of the

Institution, and of anxiety to promote

its success.

As the chief strength of the Auxih" •

ary system is to be found in the Bible

Associations ; and the latter are now
very greatly sustained by the co-opera-

ting efforts of female exertion, it will

not be matter of surprise or of blame,

that your Committee should point io

Ladies' Bible Associations, as claiming

particular attention, and entitled to be

regarded as having, by their discreel

and well-regulated zeal, deserved the

commendation and the gratitude of all

who wish well to the Parent Institution.

Scotland has co-operated, through the

medium of her Bible Societies, with

the Parent Institution ; and the causft

continues to draw forth the liberality

of Christians in that northern division

of the island. The Presbytery of Ola^-- <



^ow also perseveres in its Annual Col-

lection. In your last Report, the re-

turn on account of its tenth collection

was stated to be 465/. 17^. 4d. After

the Report was printed, an additional

.sum of 118/. 155. Sd. was received.

This year the Presbytery has remitted

on account of its eleventh collection,

562/. 15s. 5rf.

In Ireland, the Hybernian Bible So-

ciety is advancing with a progressive

increase of pecuniary support and act-

ive operation. The receipts of the last

year (which exceeded those of the pre-

ceding by 250/.) amounted to 3,933/.

15«. Srf. : the disbursements to 3,904/.

4s. Id. The number of Bibles issued,

was 8,055 ; of Testaments, 12,927 : ma-

king a total of 20,982 ; and giving an

excess of 1,700 over the number of co-

pies of the Scriptures issued in the pre-

ceding year.

The Auxiliary Societies, Branch So-

cieties, and Bible Associations, in con-

nexion with the Hibernian Bible Soci-

ety, or under its general patronage, are

eighty-three : this is an increase of

forty-three in the course of the past

year, and has risen from either the re-

organization of old Societies, or the

formation of new ones.

The following is a summary of them

as they exist in the four provinces of

Ireland :

—

In the province of Leimter there are

eleven Bible Institutions in direct con-

nexion with the Parent Society. In

connexion with these, there are twenty

Branch Societies, or Bible Associations,

making in all thirty-one Bible Institu-

tions in Leinster.

Ulster has within its bounds eighteen

Auxiliaries and Associations in direct

connexion with the Parent Society

;

and these have sixteen Branches or

Associations in connexion with them :

making a total of thirty-four Bible In-

stitutions in this province, besides five

additional depositories opened for the

sale of the Scriptures.

In the province of Connaughl there

^ifi four Auxiliary Societies, one in

Sligo, two in Galway, and one in Ros
common ; and a Bible Association.

In every county of Munster there ex-

ists one or more Societies or Assoda-

tions in connexion with the Hibernian

Society. Your Committee, in reflect-

ing on the deficiency still subsisting in

the organization of a Country which 60

peculiarly needs the ofiices of Bible

Societies, cannot but unite with that

of the Hibernian Bible Society in con-

sidering it as " calling loudly for re-

newed liberality, and more general

co-operation from all who love the

Bible, and who desire that the power of

its doctrines may be felt in every heart,

and that its law may universally be-

come the standard of morals, and the

rule of conduct."

Legacies have been left to

the Society, in the course of

the year, to the amount of

5255/.

The following Works have
been completed in the course
of the year :

—

Copies.

French bib.Svo. De Sacy's Version, 5000

Do. . do Martin's Version,

stereotyped . . 3000

Do. Test. 12mo. De Sacy, stereo-

typed, large type . 10,000

Malay N. Test. Arabic Charact. 10,000

Portuguese Bib. Pereira's Version, 5000

Gaelic Test, bourgs. type, 12mo. 15,000

Ditto, pica type, 8vo. . . 6000

Irish Test, vernacular character 2000

Arabic Psalter . . 2000

Besides various editions in English and

Welsh.

Of the Works in progress,

the following List is given :

—

Spanish New Testament . 10,000

Spanish Bible, 8vo. Scio's Version, 5000

Italian do. 8vo. Martin's Version, 5000

Ditto . . Diodati's Version, 5000

French Bible, 8vo. De Sacy's Ver-

sion, stereotyping 10,000

Ditto, Ostervald's Version , . 2500

Bohemian Test, under the direc-
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Copies.

tion of the Prussian Bible Soc. 5000

German Bible, large type . 5000

Hebr. Old Test, printing at Halle, 2000

Ditto, ditto, printing in London, 1500

Modern Greek New Testament,

printing at Constantinople . 10,000

Ditto, Old ditto, translating at do.

Transcription of the Turkish Bible

into Greek characters, at ditto.

Albanian translation of the Nfew

Test, under revision, at ditto.

Carshun New Testament, at Paris, 5000

Turkish Bible, 4to. at Paris.

Malay Bible, 8vo. Arabic Charact. 5000

Ditto ditto, Roman Character, . 5000

Arabic Bible, 8vo. . 5000

Syriac Old Testament, 4to. . 4000

Ditto, Psalter, . . 2000

St. John's gospel in Amhc. &, Ethi. 1000

Portuguese Testament, Pereira . 5000

Italian do. pocket edit. Martini, 5000

Italian and Latin Psaltei', 2000

Gaelic Bible, 8vo. . 5000

Ditto, ditto, pocket edition, . 10,000

Ditto, Testament ditto 10,000

Together with various editions in the

English and Welsh Languages.

The Issues of the Scriptures

and the State of, the Funds
were reported at p. 32, of our
July Number.

Grants of copies of the Scrip-

tures, Printing Paper, and Mo-
ney, were made, during the

year, to the amount of 27,80G/.

95. 8c/.

CONCLUSION.
Vour Committee, in taking a revieu'

ol the transactions thus briefly recorded,

have to congratulate the members and
Friends of the Society on the general

state of its attairs and relations, both do-

mestic and foreign ; and to erect ano-

ther monument of unfeigned gratitude

to the Giver of all success, who has thus

far prospered the work of our hands,

and crowned the year with His good-
ness.

That an Instituiion which confines

Aov. 1.^2 J. 28

itself with rigorous exactness to the dis-

semination of the Holy Scriptures,

without note or comment, should have

gained the suffrages and acquired the

co-operation of the Christian Commu-
nity, is what might beforehand have

been reasonably expected ; but that

these suffrages should have been given

with so ready a zeal, and this co-opera-

tion afforded with such persevering ac-

tivity, is a result, on which, considering

the divisions that have for so many
ages existed among those "who pro-

fess and call themselves Christians,'*

the conductors of the Institution could

never have presumed to reckon : it is

a result which argues the predisposing

influence of a power beyond that of

human argument or persuasion : It is

the Lord's doing ; and it is, as it ought to

be, marvellous in our eyes.

And if, in the wide range which the

operations of the Society are now ta-

king, and amidst the peaceful triumphs

with which they are so generally at-

tended, some difficulties should have

arisen which your Committee were not

prepared to expect, and some counter-

actions have been experienced which
they are more inclined to deplore than

to describe, they see nothing in this hos-

tility, whether open or covert, whether

it proceed from Catholic or Protestant

quarters, which ought to lead the Mem-
bers of the Society to suspect the sound-

ness of its principles, or to diminish

their confidence in its ultimate success.

Whatever be the number, the influ-

ence, and the policy, of those who set

themselves in array against the march

of the Institution, they are—to use the

lofty, but just and temperate language

of the pious and learned Bishop of Zea-

land— too feeble to cause the ship-

wreck, oreven a retrograde movement,

of an undertaking which every circum-

stance declares to be favoured by Pro-

vidence, as a means of diffusing the

light of Christianity, and that spiritual

rule and hope which are the richest

sources of happiness to mankind."

In tracing the course which the Insti-

tution has described, your Committee
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observe, with grateful satisfaction, the

increasing testiinonies which it conti-

nues to elicit, in favour both of the

Truth which the Holy Scriptures re-

veal, and of the Charity which they in-

culcate.

" In the work of the Bible Society,"

says Prince Galitzin, all labour, from

a deep conviction of the Divine origin

of the Bible, of the substantial spiritual

advantages which it affords, and of its

indispensable necessity to the know-

ledge of salvation." " The Bible," ex-

claims his Excellency the President

of the United Netherlands' Bible So-

ciety, " the Bible—the light of history,

the guiding star of philosophy, the pa-

rent of every improvement, the nurse

of virtue and morality, and the most ef-

fectual restraint of evil ; the Bible

—

the purest source of hope and consola-

tion in affliction, and the immoveable

support of immortal man when looking

forward into eternity—the Bible is the

Divine centre of our union, the foun-

dation of our work ; and its distribu-

tion, in every place and to every indi-

vidual, the genuine and sublime object

of all our operations." And the late

President of the Ministry in the Cabinet

of France speaks of the Bible itself as

the code of the sublimest religion and

the purest morality ; and its dissemina-

tion, as an end toward the attainment

of which all Christian Communions
ought equally to direct their steps."

That the minds of individuals of such

high distinction sliould thus move in

accordance with the views of your In-

stitution ; that in the expression of their

convictions in behalf of its principles

and its object, the Greek, the Protest-

ant, and the Catholic, should have ma-
nifested but one feeling, ar.d have spo-

ken substantially but one language—is

a consideration iti which your Commit-
tee do rejoice, yea, moreover, and they

will rejoice. They regard it as deno-

ting the fitness of that instrument which

Providence has put into their hands, for

exalting the character and extending

Uie influence of Christianity : and while,

"^nh pious and ealightened Land=

[nov,

grave Charles of Hesse, they bahold,

with sacred joy, the tendency of the .

Institution to cause " the sincere Inqui-

rers after truth to unite in one point, to

meet as brethren in Christ their cen-

tre"—with the same distinguished

Prince, they devoutly pray "that the

Lord would hasten this desired con-

summation, by uniting in Himself all

the various sects and denominations

;

that faith and love may absorb every

inferior object ; that there may be but

one fold and one Shepherd ; and that

He may see of the travail of His soul,

and be satisfied in the establishment and

prosperity of H.s kingdom to all gene-

rations !"

In the prosecution of an undertaking,

which has hitherto been attended with

such signal encouragement, and on the

accomplishment of which such glowing

expectations are suspended, your Com-
mittee would suggest, as of vital im-

portance, the most undeviating obser-

vance of the regulations of the Society

through the whole extent of the system,

and the most unrelaxing exertions to

recruit its funds and to provide for the

complete attainment of its object.

To the simplicity of its design, and

the conscientious fidelity with which
that design has been pursued, the Insti-

tution is, under Divine Providence, in-

debted for silencina; hostility, concilia-

ting prejudice, and generating attach-

ment and confidence both at home and

abroad : and it must be by a perseve-

rance in the same line of conduct, that

it shall continue to maintain its present

high and unimpeachable character, di-

minish the number and the opposition

of its enemies, and strengthen itself by
fresh accessions of friends and adhe-

rents in every quarter of the world.

Large as are its funds and vast as has

been its expenditure, the demands upon

its generosity, and even its justice, very

greatly exceed all the means whicii

have been, or which still are, at its dis-

posal. To maintain in its Depository

an adequate stock of Bibles and Testa-

ments in various languages, for such

u?eg as cannot be provided for by the

REPORTS <JV SOCIETIES.
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Foreign Bible Societies ; to employ a

number of agents, more or less depen-

dent upon the Society's funds, to carry

into execution its purposes in countries

where, without such accredited instru-

ments, the work must languish or re-

main wholly unperformed : to furnish

the entire means of translating and

printing the Scriptures in some cases,

to bestow liberal grants in others, and

to minister aid, as t may be needed,

toward their circulation in all—require

pecuniary resources, which can be sup-

plied only from the united contribu-

tions of the rich and the poor ; each

giving, according to the measure of

their temporal ability, toward the com-

munication of spiritual benefit to men

of every name and nation under the

whole heaven.

To economize the resources consign-

ed to their disposal, your Committee

have regarded as an important branch

of their general administration ;
and, in

pursuit of this end, they have, among

other things, been particularly attentive

to interpose a check wherever they

deemed it necessaiy, on the practice of

gratuitous distribution, and even of an

excessive reduction of^price. In doing

so, they have found themselves greatly

sustained, and they feel persuaded that

they shall be still further sustained, by

the concurrent approbation and efforts

of their Auxiliaries and Associates both

at home and abroad. On this subject

they would cite two authorities ; f;om

each of which it will appear how faith-

fully the interest of the Society has been

consulted, yet how necessaiy it is to

sacrifice, in some cases, its pecuniary

interest to its benevolent object :-

" At the desire of your Committee,"

writes Leander Van Ess, " I have con-

siderably lessened the gratuitous distri-

bution of bound copies : hence it arises,

that tne number distributed is compara-

tively small. I exhort all my corres-

pondciits to pay the amount of bind-

ing, which indeed is sometimes done;

but, in consequence of this condition, a

Voice, I may more correctly say, a

Cr>', of vehement desire and hunger for

179

Testaments, gratuitously bound, was

raised by those unable to pay for them.

Thus, at the very period when I re-

fused bound Testaments gratis, the call

for them has become more importunate

and incessant on every side."

In August last," says the Secretary

of the Calcutta Auxiliary Bible Society,

fearing lest even the Sacred Scrip-

tures might, by a profuse and inconsi-

derate distribution, be unprofitably con*

sumed, I thought it expedient to warn

our zealous labourer, Mr. Bowley, of

the danger there was of throwing away

our precious stores, and coming to an

end of our editions before the time.

His answer is striking and satisfactory

— ' Permit me to beg of you to picture

yourself in the midst of an annual Hin-

doo Fair, as I was the other day at Mir-

zapore, surrounded by, on a moderate

calculation, 40,000 people ; pent up.

literally, so closely as to be unable to

move, by reason of tiie pressure of those

Heathens, soliciting for the Words of

Eternal Life, which were translated,

PRINTED, A5D SENT TO lOU PURPOSELY

FOR DISTRIBUTION AMONG THEM COUld

you. Reverend Sir, permit me to ask, in

such circumstances, have refused those

who could read, (of which you had

previously satisfied yourself,) and were

importunate with you for them ?'
"

Considering these as but specimen?

of the diificulties, to which distributor?,

must be inevitably reduced under the

influence of unqualified restraints, your

Committee find it necessary to allow a

discretionary relaxation of a rule, the

expediency of which, in the majority

of cases, is universally admitted ; and,

in doing so, they naturally lay the funde

of the Society open to almost indefinite

demands.

They are not, however, in the slight-

est degree inclined to anticipate a defi-

ciency of means for the accoinplishment

of a work, so pure in principle and so

beneficent in tendency
;

and, in t iC

performance of which, they are autho-

rized, scarcely more by promise than by

experience, to calculate on tne blessing

of God «ad the progressive co-operation
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of all good men. Gratetul for the past

and confident of the future, your Com-

mittee would, in conclusion, adoj)t, with

some slight variation, the devout and

appropriate language of the Israelitish

monarch

, Thine-, 0 Lord, is ike greatness, and

the power, and ihe glory, and the victory,

and ihe majesty. For all that is in the

heaven and in the earth is thine ; thine is

ihe kingdom, O Lord, and thou art exalt-

ed as Head above all.

Both riches and honour come of thee,

and thou reignest over all ; and in thine

hand is poiver and might ; and in thine

hand it is to make great, and to give

strength unto all.

Koiv, therefore, our God, tee thank thee,

and praise thy glorious name.

But ivho are we. and what is this people-

that we should be able to offer so willingly

after this sort 9 For all things come

OF THEE, AND OF THINE OWN HAVE WE
GIVEN THEE.—1 ChroH. xxix. 11 14.

UNITED FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

In our last two numbers, we published the Journal of the Union

Mission from the 10th of December to the 27th of May. Wc
have now on hand the Rev. Mr. Chapman's Journal, from the

time that he and three of the brethren left the family at Little

Rock, early in October, 1820, to the arrival of the family at

Union, on the 18 th of February last. Such parts of it as have

not been anticipated in the Journal of the Mission, will be selected

for our present number.
From the Great Osage and the Tuscarora Missions, no intelli-

gence has been received since the publication of our last.

The Seneca Mission has commanded much of the attention of

the Board, during the last month. The Rev. Thomson S. Harris
of New-Jersey, lately from the Theological Seminary at Prince-

ton, having been appointed a Missionary for this Station, met with

the Board on Friday, the 19th of October, and received his letter

of instructions, a Talk to the Indian Chiefs, and other necessary

documents. On the following day, his heavy baggage was sent

forward to Buffalo in one of the Western Transportation Lines

;

and on the succeeding Tuesday, he and his wife took their depar-

ture for the field of their Missionary labours. They carry with
them the confidence and affection of the Board ; and they will,

no doubt, be followed with many fervent prayers for a blessing

upon their enterprise.

In the course of the last month, a Talk was received from the

Seneca Chiefs, informing that their brethren, on the Tonawonta
Reservation, are strongly solicitous to have Christian Teachers
sent to their village

;
urging that a school-master may be sent to

them this winter ; and adding, that a house for the temporary
accommodation of a School is already prepared. The Board,

having taken the subject under consideration, determined to

occupy, as soon as practicable, the new field thus providentially
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presented to their view. This determination was immediately
communicated to the Chiefs at Seneca ; and the Board are now
inqiiiriijg for a Teacher qualified for the duties of the office.

UNION MISSION.

Extractfrom Mr. Chapman's Journal.

Union. May 30, 1821.

In the latter part of September 1820,

the health of several of the bretliren

was to a considerable degree restored
;

and the necessity of having comfortable

buildings ready for the family whenever

they might arrive, led us to think it

best, that those who were able should

proceed to the destined place, and at-

tend to this business. Accordingly, we
dug out a large canoe, the water being

too low to float our keel-boats, and

loaded it with such provisions, tools,

and clothing as might be needed. On
the 3d of October, brothers W illiam C.

Requa and Redfield, with Mr. Ransom
and three hired men, embarked, and

proceeded up the river. On the 16th

of the same month, brother Woodruff

and myself commenced our journey by
land, for the purpose of taking up our

horses, and of purchasing and driving

up stock. We were hindered until this

time, by the loss of iyf^o of our horses,

which, however, were not found until

the day after our departure.

On the 20th we overtook the breth-

ren in the Cherokee nation, about 150

miles by water and 100 by land from

Little-Rock. They had proceeded thus

far with the greatest difticulty. Much
of their time was spent in the water,

dragging the canoe over sand bars, and
frequently lifting it forward inch by
inch. The water had become cold, and
their feet and limbs were very sore in

consequence of exposure to the water
and to the sharp stones in the bed of the

river. Having reached shoals which it

was almost impossible to pass, and ha-

ving heard that the navigation was still

worse above, they had stored their

goods in a building belonging to one of

the Cherokee Chiefs, and were occu-

pied in making a smaller canoe. Soon
after their departure from Little-Rock,

Mr. Retnsom was seized violently with

the fever. He had, however, recovered,

and the whole party were in comforta-

ble health. During the last two days of

my journey to this place, I was so se-

verely indisposed, that it was with diffi-

culty I could ride ; but through a kind

Providence, I was enabled, in a few

days, to proceed with the brethren.

Although the brethren had nearly

finished a small canoe, yet, upon more

mature deliberation, it was thought im-

prudent to attempt the navigation of

the river without a rise of water, which

was not expected until the middle of

winter. We, therefore, purchased two

additional horses. On these we packed

such articles of food, tools and clothing,

as were deemed indispensable
;
and, on

the 24th, pursued our journey—myself

(being still too indisposed to walk,) on

horseback, and the other brethren and

hired men on foot. In this manner we
proceeded for several days, without any

other hindrance than the temporary

straying of one of our horses. On the

30th, as we were within a day's journey

of a settlement of white people, I left

the party and rode forward for the pur-

pose of purchasing stock. In conse-

quence of the fatigue of the pack-horses,

the brethren were obliged to stop six

miles short of the settlement. They
were, however, destitute of water, and

suffering greatly for the want of it. Two
of their number went forwa.'-d in the

hope of finding water, and w ith the in-

tention of returning with a supply for

the party. Before they could find water,

they were overtaken and severely

drenched by a heavy thunder storm ;

and by the entire darkness of the night,

which was only interrupted by vivid

flashes of lightning, they were prevented

from returning to the encampment of

their companions. In the mean tirne, I

had lost my way, and was bewildered

and alone in another part of the forest.

By the guidance of Heaven, I found
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myself, late in the evening, at the same found, several feet below the surface,

miserable cottage, which I had passed a stratum, from one to three feet in

in the afternoon ; and in this cottage, thickness, of ashes, coals, and burned

I found to ray surprise and joy, that my and melted sand stones. The stratum

two wandering brethren had sought and contains, also, flints, points of arrows,

obtained a shelter from the tempest. and broken pieces oi stone or earthen

On the 31st of October, our party met ware, which, from their peculiar shape,

in the settlement; and on the 4th of had been used in the manufacturing of

November, we had purchased ten cows salt.

with their calves nearly a year old. On the morning of the 13th, the whole

sfeven steers, and one yoke of oxen six of our cattle were missing. We sent

years old—raakin<r twenty-nine head in forward our pack-horses; and while

all. It was considered important to searching for the cattle, met 18 or 20

purchase this number, that we might Osage Indians, belonging to a large

the sooner derive our support and that hunting party encamped about two or

of the school, from our farm. three miles distant. They appeared

Having secured our stock in a pen, very friendly, and begged importunately

and tied our horses near our heads, we for tobacco and powder. Some of

were prepared to start at an early hour them aided us in finding our stock. One
the next morning. Between 3 o'clock of the finest of the steers had just re-

and day-break, one of our horses, and ceived a musket ball in his side. It did

the best for carrjnng a pack, Avas miss- not, however, appear to distress him,

ing ; whether stolen or strayed, we and we hoped he would 'urvive. We
knew not. We had found so much dif- succeeded in driv-ng him to our Station,

ficulty the day before in collecting our bathe died suddenly, abr)ut two weeks

cattle, that brother Redfield and myself, after our arrival. We charged the in-

witn two hired men, drove them for- jury upon the Indians, but they denied

ward on the 5th, and left our corapa- that they knew any thing about it. We
nions to search for the horse. They have since discovered the aggressor,

were aided by the people of the neigh- and the Governor has exhibited our

bourhood ; but all search was in vain. claim for indemnity. To one of the

and to this day, no trace of the horse Indians, we gave a little powder, that

has been discovered. The brethren, on he might kill a deer. He returned in a

the evening of the 6th, overtook us at very feAV minutes, bringinr a large deer

the garrison. Here we obtained the upon his shoulder. It was soon dressed,

use of three more pack-horses, belong- and we ate together, and then parted on

ing to Government Our provision fall- the most friendly terms,

ing short, we also purchased two bar- arrived, on the 15th, at Union,

rels of kiln-dried corn meal ; and on having struggled through many diflicul-

the morning of the 8th pursued our ties, which the craggy clitis, and the

journey. steep slippery banks had occasioned.

On the 10th, we reached the Illinois The health of some of us was a little

River, haAing been, for several hours, impaired by our exposure to storms,

drenched with a very cold and power- and by sleeping upon the damp ground,

ful rain. Here we were detained until One of our hired men was so much in-

the 12th, by the continuance and seve- jured, that he was unable to labour

rity of the storm. This detention gave much for several weeks,

as an opportunity of examining the Immediately alter our arrival, brother

celebrated Saiine, and the apparatus, Woodialf and oiie of the nired men

just erected, for making salt. This went buck to the gairison to drive the

place was evidently occupied for the borrowed horses, and to bring the

same purpose, soaie hundred years ago. things we had left behind. The h:red

W^here the well is dug, and where the mai; soon returned, but brotner W. sup-

bauh. 16 broiitiu by the stream, there is posing that the boat* had fitarteU in con-



UNITED FOREIGN MI3SI0NARV SOCIETV,1821.]

sequence of a late rise in the river, went

down to meet and assist them.

Soon after our arrival, we bought 140

bushels of corn, which we found in the

neighbourhood, and which we shall

need for bread, and for our oxen and

horses while porforming the labour of

the Spring. We also purchased the

right and title to all the swine in the

neighbourhood, amounting to about 100.

We need swine for present use, as well

as for our future supply, as we cannot

depend on wild meat We should not,

however, have purchased so many,

were it not desirable to obtain an ex-

clusive right, and thus prevent depreda-

tions upon our stock. The purchase

was unanimously advised by the breth-

ren here ; and it will furnish us with a

sufficient supply of pork with very little

labour, and very little additional ex-

pense.

This country is, perhaps, better adapt

ed to the raising of stock, than any
other in the United States. Our cattle,

this Spring, appear in a better .state with

only what they have gathered from the

wooJs and prairies, than those in the

countiy from which we came, with all

the u-^ual care and expense bestowed

upon them. We siTall, however, be

under the necessity of providing some
fodder in future, since the cane brake

diminishes as our stock increases. Of
the 29 head which we purchased on
our way, we have killed one, and lost

one. We have had, however, an ac-

cession of ten calves—so that we at

present number 37 head. They are,

perhaps, as fine a stock as can be found
in any part of the country. Cattle, in

this region, being a mixture of the Spa-
nish breed, are generally larger and
more beautiful, than those at the east-

ward.

This country consists principally of
prairies, large and small, skirted, near
the rivers and creeks and on the moun-
tains, with a scrubbed growth of oak.

The inferiority of the timber is owing
to the ar nual burning of the prairies.

The river-bottoms coutain usii, walnut,
black-walnut, locust, back-berry, cot-

too-wood. of various sizes. But

183

these bottoms are of small extent, and

generally at a considerable distance

from our residence. It is, therefore,

difficult to tind suitable timber for large

buildings. We have, however, lately

found a small grove of beautiful pine,

about five miles distant.

Our first business, after our arrival,

was to make a cart, and tools necessary

for the erection of a building. We then

proceeded to get out shingles for the

roof and plank for floors, to hew logs

for the walls.and split rails for fencing

our field, and to draw them to their re-

spective places. Having only one pair

of cattle trained to the yoke, our busi-

ness was considerably retarded. It also

generally required more strength than

we had, as several of our number, for

much of the time, were unable to labour.

The shoes and stockings, which we
brought up w ith us, were nearly worn
out on the journey ; and most of the

time previous to the arrival of the boats,

the feet of the brethren were not at all

protected from the snow and mud, and
very little from the briars. Being thus

exposed, we suffered much from sick-

ness. Before the arrival of the family,

however,we had nearly finished a house
80 feet by 18, containing five room&.

We have since built a blacksmith-shop,

and a smoke-house.

First interview with the Principal

Osage Chief.

On our arrival at Union, and for seve-

ral weeks after, the Indians were absent

on a hunt. As soon as they returned,

the Principal Chief, accompanied by his

son, made us a visit. Having welcomed
us with the utmost affection, he gave h
history of the circumstances of his fa-

mily and nation, since he saw me last

year. Ke observed, among other things,

that his family had been very sick, and
that one of his wives had died. " But,"
he added, the Great Spirit has been
so good, that the remainder are all now
in health." When he had finished, and
expressed a wish to hear what I might

have to say, I informed him, that after

I had parted with him last year, J passed

through his country, and told him by a
letter the place I h«d selected for onr
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settlement. I asked him whether he

had received the letter, and whether my
choice met his approbation. He replied

in the affirmative ; and said, that the

place I had selected was a good one,

and was appropriated to our use for the

education of his people ; and added,

that its limits should be Grand River on

the east and north, and the surrounding

hills on the other sides This tract con-

tains about four square miles. I then

told him, that, after having been long

interrupted by sickness on my return

home, I arrived and informed their

great Father, the President, and the So-

ciety of good white brothers who had

sent me out, that their red brethren, the

Osage Indians, were desirous that good

men and women should come to teach

them
;
that, when the inquiry was made

who would go and help our red bro-

thers and sisters, these good people who
had come with me said they would go;

and that we all immediately left our

fathers and mothers, brothers and sis-

ters, and came on to instruct them and

do them good. I mentioned, that sick-

ness had kept some of our good people

back ; that the Great Spirit was so mer-

ciful that only two had died ; and that

the remainder were recovering, and

would join us as soon as the water

should rise. Having finished my nar-

rative, I showed him our papers. He
then, evidently elevated with joy, ex-

claimed—" This is a bright day ! This

day is glorious ! There are no dark

clouds to hinder the light of this bright

day !"

Wm. C. Requa to his friend in J^eio-

York.

The following extract we have
selected from Mr. Requa's let-

ter, as it contains some particu-

lars, omitted by Mr. Chapman,
in relation to the sufferings en-
dured by the party, ^on their

journey through the wilderness

:

After leaving our canoe, we proceed-

ed on foot, leading or driving our pack-

horses along through a pathless desert.

The first night we put up at an Indian

lodge, out of which the occupants, we
presumed, had just gone, as a fire was

blazing close by the house, where they

had been cooking their food. We stop-

ped under this roof, on account of rain,

which had just commenced. We knew
not, however, but the Indians might re-

turn in the course of the night, and be

surjirised to find their hut in the pos-

session of strangers of an unknown lan-

guage, and of a different hue. But they

returned not that night.

The next morning, we proceeded on

our journey
;
and, being ten or twelve

miles back from the river, and traver-

sing a desert where the springs and

streams were dried up by a long and

severe drought, we suffered extreme-

ly for want of water. We proceed-

ed several days, continually hoping

to find water, but discovering none but

what was contained in some deep mud-

hole, v/hich was sUignant, and of the

colour of lie. We were lad, however,

to find such both for ourselves and our

horses. The last day we travelled,

before we came to a spring, was very

warm and sultry, although it was near

the close of October. We had no other

food than dry bread and salted meat.

We travelled till the sun had dipped be-

low the horizon, occasionally following

the dry beds of brooks and rivulets, in

the hope of finding water to allay our

thirst, but entirely without success. We
pursued our course until dark, in ex-

pectation of reaching a small settlement

ahead. The weather was cloudy, and

the evening soon became very dark,

and we were compelled to encamp for

the night. Our thirst was too great to

allow us to take food through the day.

and of course w e could eat none in the

evening. We lay down, resigned to our

situation, and committed ourselves to

the protection of God. Being much

fatigued with the journey of the day,

I soon fell asleep, and dreamed that we
were seated by afountain of good water

allaying our excessive thirst. At lengthy

however, I was awakened by a heavy

thunder sliower. It rained powerfully.
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and the water was falling fast, through

a hole in the tent, upon my face. By a

little movement of the head, it fell di-

rectly into my mouth ; and never did

water taste so sweet to me before. This

merciful Providence supplied us all with

what we would drink, and enabled us

topursueour journey with vigour in the

morning.

The next day, we reached Billingsly'?

settlement. Here we bought our cattle,

which we had to drive before us about

170 miles. From this place our general

progress was from 18 to 20 miles a day,

until we had arrived at Union, the long-

wished-for station. After recruiting for

a few days, we commenced our labours

in the Missionai-y field.

THE SENECA MISSION.

In a former page, it is men-
tioned, that the Managers of the

United Foreign Missionary So-

ciety are about to commence
a Missionary establishment a-

mong the Seneca Indians on the

Tonawonta Reservation. The
Board have adopted this mea-
sure, in compliance with the

wishes of the Seneca, Cayuga,

and Delaware Chiefs, as ex-

pressed in the following commu-
nication :

—

The Chiefs of the Senecas, Cayugas,

and Delawares, on the Buffalo Re-

servation :

TQ THE UNITED FOREIGN MISSIOXAKY

SOCIETF.

Seneca Mission House, 11th Oct. 1S21.

Fathers and Brothers,

This day being met in council on

business that concerns the future wel-

fare of ourselves and our children, we
address you

:

Brothers,—We informed you that our

brothers of the same language, on the

Tonawonta Reservation have sent to us

to ask our advice respecting a school-

master.

Brothers,—Two years since, this spring,

our brothers of Tonawonta, and on all

the other Seneca Reservations who were

in favour of the gospel, agreed with us,

to be of one mind, in following after the

gospel and civilization, and to receive,

as far as might be, assistance from

Christians of one denomination.

Brothers,—Our Tonawonta brethren

Xot. 1^21 24

have been for some time past, anxious

to receive aschoolmaster. They thought

to have put up a house last spring for a

school
;
but, being opposed by the pa-

gans, they desisted. At the general

council this fall, at our fire-place, after

much severe debating, it was solemnly

agreed, in full council, in presence of

the agent, captain Parrish, that each

party^fshould pursue, unmolested, their

own way : now, our brothers at Tona-

wonta being free, and anxious to re-

ceive a teacher among them, such as

may be for the good of themselves and

all the Senecas, have sent to us for ad-

vice. The Christian people of the Bap-

tist denomination iiave, for some time

past, offered to give them instniction

on the Sabbath, and they propose to

send them a schoolmaster
;

but, for

want of light, they are ignorant what
course to take : they do not wish to do

that which may not be right, and for

the good of all the Senecns. Our voice is

one. We dare not give them adv ice that

may not; be for the good of all the

Senecas, and their children hereafter.

Brothers,—We dare not, (when we re-

flect on our agreement two years ago,) ad-

vise them to do, what may perhaps di-

vide us and our children hereafter in seek-

ingthe good way.--We need your advice

in this matter—we earnestly entreat it,

and this is the object of our present

talk to you. Now we have thought

that our good Christian friends, to

whom we all at first covenanted to look,

should be consulted ^r^f, and that they

should advise us in this important mat-

ter, and if they can send us a school-

master and other teachers for our To-



nawonta biuthei's, lliey should be con*

suited first. On this matter, we feel

very ajixious; we have been so long

distrneUd and divided, we should be glad

'four Fathers, the Board, from whom we
expect mvchj could do something to

assist us in this important case. On this

we add no more. You know our feel-

ings—and our wants you know better

than we do ourselves. Our Tonawonta

brethren are looking to us, and we are

looking to you, and hope we shall not

look in vain. We would venture one

opinion : that if all the interpreters,

schoolmasters, and ministers of the Se-

uecas were of one mind, and employed

by one body, we might have more peace

and prosperity. We shall not return

any answer to our Tonawonta brethren

until we receive an answer from you.

Could the Board send on a Schoolmas-

ter to them this winler, they have a

house engaged for the accommodation

of a school, and they are destitute of

instruction on the Sabbath.

Bi'others,—We received your last letter

respecting the minister coming on soon,

and we are looking for him hourly.

Expecting an answer from you soon

We remain

Your Friends and Brothers.

Signed by Young King, and sixteen

«ther Chiefs,

Great Indian Council.

The result of a general Coun-
cil, (held at the Seneca Reser-

vation in the last week of Sep-

tember,) so far as relates to the

contention between the Chris-

tian and Pagan parties, is men-
tioned in the communication
above. For the following brief

outline of two of the speeches

delivered on the occasion, we
are indebted to the postscript of

a letter from Mr. Hyde, of Buf-

falo, to a gentleman in this city :

September 27.—As I have not lodged

my letter in the Post Office, I break the

seal to give you some account of the

Council now sitting in the Indian vil-

lage neap Butfalo. It is ^aid, that there

are nearly 400 Indians present. The
subject of the Christian religion has

been, and still is, debated with much
warmth. I will sketch a faint outline

of two speeches made yesterday and

the day before, that you may see a lit-

tle how they reason on both sides.

The day before yesterday, Strong, of

Cattaraugus, made a speech of several

hours, abounding with ingenuity and

eloquence, and containing a narrative

of many facts. Among other things, he

endeavoured to show, that the white

men, from the time of their first settle-

ment in this country, had been pursu-

ing a course inimical to the Indians,

and tending to their ruin. He contend-

ed, that all the pretended plans for their

benefit were only covered schemes to

divide, distract, and destroy them. He
also urged, that it was not the design of

the Great Spirit that Indians should

adopt the manners, or learn the religion,

of white men. This, he said, was evi-

dent from the fact, that the attempt had

not, in one instance, been prospered.

Not one youth who had been educated,

had turned out other than a vagabond,

and a scourge to his people. Not one

tribe which had listened to the instruc-

tions of white men, but was more de-

based, than those which had not been

taught. He remarked, with much seve-

rity, on the conduct of the Christian

party at Allegany, in drawing up a pe-

tition, soliciting the interference of the

President of the United States in put-

ting down all who would not relinquish

paganism, and embrace the habits and

the religion of the Christian.* He ear-

nestly admonished the Christian party

to abandon their ruinous course, and to

return to the people and the God of their

Fathers ; and concluded with the fear-

ful prediction, that, if they would not

thus return, their village would become

the seat of desolation and of slaughter

*' Such a petition was prepared by tlie Christian

party at Alleganj-, and brought to the Council for^

the approbation of the Christian Chiefs at Seneca.

The petition, however, was arrested by the latter,

who manifested, that, in Uieir contest with the

pagan party, the weapons of tJitir xvnrfore vere nof

cwnnL
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Yesterday Billj/ and Robisorif of Buf-

falo, rose in reply. Robison, in the

course of his speech, spoke substantially

as follows :

—

We are told, that the whole conduct

t>f the white men toward the Indians

has been a course of enmity, designed

for our destruction- In many things, I

cannot discover enmity to the Indians,

nor planning their destruction, in the

conduct of white men. If this is the

fact, they take a very stmnge and ex-

pensive way to effect it, which I, a poor

blind man, cannot see through.

The/our thousandJive hundred dollars,

which we are now met to receive, is a

free gift from the Government. It ne-

ver cost us a cent. It is given to clothe

our naked and destitute. It mai/ be, that

the Government is planning the des-

truction of the Indians, in this ; but I

am such a poor blind man, I cannot

see it.

At the beginning of the war which
separated this country from Great Bri-

fain. the United States counselled the
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Six Nations to sit still, and not to med-

dle in a quarrel which they knew no-

thing about. They would only get

broken heads if they meddled with it.

This may have been bad advice. Our
fathers and grandfathers thought it bad

advice, and took up the hatchet. Oui'

king Avas conquered, and we with him.

Our king skulked out, and left us to set-

tle a peace as we could. He thought

we were not only conquered, but had

lost our lands ; and he gave us land in

Canada to flee to. But the United States

said, " Sit still on your lands. We will

be your friends." It may be that in all

this the United States w^ere planning

the destruction of the Indians, and,,

through my blindness, I cannot see it.

Of late years, the Government of the

United States is giving /en thousand dol-

lars a year, and Missionary Societies

are bestowing much money and labour,

to enlighten Indians, and to teach them
good things. It may be, that all this is

to undermine and root out the In-

dians ; but I mur,t saj, I am so blind. J

cannot see it.

foreign fntelligeuce.

WESTERN AFRICA.
CHURCH MISSrOMmV SOCIETY.

[Selected from, the London Missionary Register.]

REGENT'S TOWN.
(Sierra Leone.)

Mr. Morgan's Testimony to the Cha-
racter of the Christian JV^roes.

Of his means ofknowing their
condition, Mr. Morgan says :

—

No day passed, when I was capable
of taking exercise, without my entering

some of the huts around us. Visiting

unexpectedly, as I often did, the fami-

lies of all classes of the Communicants,
I could not be deceived as to their ac-

tual condition.

From Mr. Morgan's state-

ments we select some testimo-
nies to the Piety, Integrity,

Industry, and Docility, of the
Christian Negroes.

Of their piety,- Mr. Morgan
says—

Scarcely an event occurs but what
they notice as springing from the over-
ruling providence of God. Taught of
God, they mark the painful events of
His Providence, as children would mark
the dealings of a father. After the death
of Mr. Cates, I have frequently heard
their expressions of sorrow for sin, and
acknowledgments of God's justice in

punishing them. They have used such
language as this :—" We have done
something verybad—God is very angry

;

He is removing all our teachers—by
and bye nobody will be left to tell ns
good. We must pray, my dear brothers

and sisters : we must look into our own
Jieartsr-some bad live there." Similan-



occurrences in England would have

passed, perhaps, unheeded by the greater

part of professing Christians.

I Avas struck, during a fire which

broke out in our house, with the sudden

disappearance of the women, who, at

the commencement, almost filled the

house. On inquiry, I found that they

had retired to the church, to offer up

their prayers unto God. What but a

Divine influence could draw them to

God in this trial, to ask His blessing on

the exertions of those employed

The Christian Negroes show a strong

attachment to the simplest views of re-

ligion. I began some explanation, as

plain as possible, in successive evenings,

of the Lord's Prayer, it pleased God

graciously to bless these words to the

people. They made the most practical

use of them. A display of an unholy

temper would receive a reproof—" If

6od your Father, that no be like his

child." Some said that they needed,

indeed, such a father—others, such daily

bread. Some thought God could not be

their father, because they did not feel

sufficient desires that His Kingdom

should come among their country-peo-

ple ; and others felt that they w^ere re-

bellious children, for not doing His will

on earth more, as it was done in Hea-

ven. Some wept, to think how He
delivered them from temptation and

evil; and all, I believe, burned with

love, to ascribe to Him the Kingdom

of His Love, the power of His Spirit,

and the glory of their salvation. I was

obliged, by the pressing requests of the

people, to repeat these explanations

four or five times ; and resolved in fu-

ture to know nothing and to speak of

nothing among the Negroes, but the

plainest words of the Redeemer. How
much better calculated His language is

than any other to reach the heart, may
be judged of by this instance, out of

many.

Some remarkable evidences

of INTEGRITY occurred on occa-

sion of the fire above mention-

ed :—

[xov

.

In the anxiety to save as much as

possible, almost every article was re^

moved. In the confusion, many things

were scattered about the yard : not one

article, however, even the most trifling,

was lost ; but all were brought again to

the house, and fixed in their proper

places. A boy, who had got possession

of the box which contained the money
for paying the mechanics and labourers,

was found in the garden
;
parading with

the box under his arm, and guarding it,

though unnecessarily, with a drawn cut-

lass in his hand.

The INDUSTRY of these Chris-

tian Negroes is thus attested by
Mr. Morgan :

—

Many of the gardens are kept in very

neat order, though most of the owners
have but little leisure to devote to this

employment. I have frequently known
the whole of the time allowed for din-

ner, spent, by both husband and wife,

in fencing, digging, or planting the lit-

tle spot of ground attached to each

dwelling.

Decency and cleanliness manifest the

diligence of those who live under the

power of religion. Their time is, in-

deed, so well occupied, that, in cases

where they can read, they may be fre-

quently seen, at leisure moments, with

some friends around them, searching

the Word of Life : and these little res-

pites from labour are often made a

blessing to the whole town ; as the sick,

the careless, the backsliding, and the

profane,tire not seldom visited, instruct-

ed, warned, comforted, and relieved,

at these seasons, by their zealous bre-

thren.

Of the DOCILITY of the pious

Negroes, Mr. Morgan gives the

foUov^^ing striking instance :

—

On the disbanding of the West-India

regiments sent to the colony for that

purpose, a natural degree of affection-

ate feeling was excited in the breasts of

the Negroes to see them. These regi-

ments had been, several years before,

formed of liberated Negroes : and many

FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE.
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«f the people were expecting to find

parents, brothers, and friends among

fhem. The feelings of glowing hope

were strongly delineated in almost

every countenance. When, in the eve-

ning, intelligence arrived that on the

following morning the troops would be

permitted to land, after evening prayer

it became a matter of general conver-

sation. Some were looking forward

with hope ; while their joy cast a cloud

over the faces of others, whose friends

had been murdered in different skir-

mishes when they themselves were en-

slaved. In the morning, at prayer, the

church was particularly full ; and a few

words were spoken on the danger to

which a Christian was exposed when
running into temptation, and some de-

sire intimated that none would visit

Freetown that day. I gave this intima-

tion against my own feelings ; for 1

thought their wishes laudable, though

I feared the consequences which might

arise from gratifying them. In the

course of an hour after, an old and faith-

ful Christian came to tell me that his

brother was come among the soldiers.

*' Well," said I, " and you wish to see

him " Yes, Massa,! I want to look

him, but I no want to go to-day."

Well," I replied, " I want to send to

Freetown : if you can find another com-

municant, who wishes to go and see the

soldiers, I will send you down." After

a search of near two hours, he returned

with, " Well, Massa, me no see that

one what want to go ; all them people

what belong to church think 'tis no good

for them to run where God say tempta-

tion live." Two days elapsed before

this poor fellow, whose heart was full of

affection to his brother, went to Free-

town to see him. I singled him out as

a fit object of reward; and having men-

tioned the subject to the Governor, that

father of the liberated Negroes, antici-

pating my request, promised, and kept

his promise, that the brothers should

have the privilege of living together.

I know of many similar instances,

hut this one struck me much. I thought

it an example worthy of imitation ; and

was fully convinced, that while I had
known the Gospel longer, I had obeyed

it less.

How eminently, indeed, the influence

of religion is displayed in the conduct

of these people, none can well conceive

who have not been eye-witnesses.

EXTRACTS FROM THE COMMUNICATIONS
OF THE REV. W. JOHNSON.

Trials and supports of the Mission,

We give extracts on this sub-

ject in the order in which they

occur in the Journals and Let-

ters, as they express Mr. John-
son's feelings as circumstances

varied.

Feb. 22, 1820.—Slept very little da-

ring the night. The spiritual state of

the people is very much on my mind.

Oh 1 wiio is sufficienl for thtse things ?

May the Holy Spirit help me, and en-

able me to build up the people of God
in this place in their most holy faith I

The following promise comforted my
soul

—

Fear not, I will help thee.

May 5.—By the time tliat you receive

this, we shall be in the middle of the

Rains, and in the midst of jeopardy ;

perhaps, no more in the flesh. But let

come what will, we are in the Lord's

hands. The Lord is my Shepherd : I shall

not want. Oh, that I may be but useful

while here below ! May our Lord Je-

sus Christ but be glorified ! then, whe-

ther we live, or whether we die, all is

well.

June 2, 1820.—I am almost afraid to

ask for more help
;

for, certainly, very

few remain of those that are sent out

from time to time. Where are all those

who have been sent out since my first

arrival in this colony ? How few can

render active service, even if they have

been spared—afflicted as they are with

frequent fevers ! But I must not give

way to these feelings. The Lord reign-

eth still : and it is certain that He has

begun a great work in Africa, which He
will carry on. O Lord ! arise and help

us !

July 12.—The last Sunday in June,

after the morning service., I was attacTc-
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cd by fever ; and that with such vio-

lence, that I was deprived of my senses

for several days. It was more, I be-

lieve, through the depression of my
mind, than from the climate ; having

attended nothing but sick beds for seve-

ral weeks. My wife seemed several

times nezLT the grave- so did my sister

—and then Mr. and Mrs. Lisk fell ill,

and many of the people ; so that I

sometimes did not know to whom I

should go first. These trials, with my
other engagements, seemed to over-

power me. But it pleased my God and

Saviour to deliver me again out of my
distresses. While I was thus brought

very low, my wife and sister got better
;

and now, through the sovereign mercy

of God, enjoy good health.

Ji'ov. 29.—Three Communicants have

fallen, and brought disgrace on the

cause of Christ ; which has grieved me,

and all our sincere people, while it has

occasioned others to sneer. These

things are very afflicting, especially as

two of them were men of good report.

These manifest, in every respect, great

icontrition ; but they are, for the pre-

sent, excluded from the communion of

the church.

Jan. 19j 1821.—Some of the people

in this town have become very wicked.

They appear to be hardened. They

have lost the fear of man, which, per-

haps, restrained them before ; and now
openly oppose the servants of God: but

this drives us together, and shows us

more clearly the difference between him

ikai serveth God, and him that serveth him

not.

The work of mercy, however, not-

withstanding the opposition of the

enemy, is going on. Thirty men and

women are under instruction for Bap-

tism, things work together for good

to them that love God ; to them who are

the called according to His purpose.

JJiligent Jiiteniion to the Means of
Grace.

Besides regular morning and
evening family prayer in the

church, and other meetings on
week-days, there are services of

different kinds and suited to va-

rious persons, not less than six

times on the Sunday. At six in

the morning, a meeting for

prayer is held in the church

—

at half past ten, Divine service

—from two to three, a meeting
for prayer, at one of the largest

houses in town—at three. Di-
vine service—at half past six,

Divine service—and from a
quarter past eight till nine, one
of the Assistants of the Mission

assembles the youths for prayer.

In the course of the day, W.
Tamba, W. Davis, and David
Noah, visit Leicester Mountain
and other places, to instruct

their countrymen ; or attend the

sick in the hospital at Regent's

Town.

An account of the manner of

spending several Sundays will

give a lively idea of the value

here put on Divine Ordinances:

July 23, 1820. Smiday.—It has pleas-

ed God to give us of late much peace
;

and the Gospel of the blessed God
makes its progress as usual. This has^

I trust, been a day when the unworthy

minister and his flock were much re-

freshed.

Yesterday and this morning, some
conversation had taken place between

me and them ; and I found that many
laboured under great fears and other

spiritual afflictions ; which brought to

my mind the following passage, on

which I preached in the morning

—

0
Israel ! fear not ; for I hare redeemed

thee, I have called thee hy thy name; thoxt

art mine. Isa. xliii. 1.

July SO, 1820. Su7iday.—The prayer

meeting in the church, at six o'clock in

the morning, was numerously attended.

I gave an exhortation on the Lord's

Day, showing the imperfections and

interruptions with which we have to

struggle, while we meet in this world to

worship God j and how great the dif-

fprenre M ill be. when we shall keep the

rOREIGX I.\TELL1G£AC£.
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eternal Sabbath, where no sin, no sor-

row, no groans, no cares, no fears, shall

interrupt us, and mingle with the songs

and praises of our immortal tongues.

Divine service at half past ten. I read

the prayers as usual. There appeared

a holy awe throughout the congrega-

tion. 1 saw one woman, while she re-

peated the prayers, especially that part

—" Lord, have mercy upon us ! Christ

have mercy upon us !"—weeping bit-

terly. After the prayers were read, 1

preached on Rev. iii. 19—Jls many as I

love, I rebuke and chaslen ; be zealous,

therefore, and repent.

In the afternoon, I expounded, and

asked questions on John iii. 3—10.

In the evening, I preached on Isaiah

:xliii. 26.

May the Holy Spirit bless his Word,

which has been spoken ! and all the

praise and glory shall be to Father, Son,

and Holy Ghost.

^u(^. 13. Sunday.—I felt very unwell

this morning, but could not stay away

from church ; which was completely

crowded, it being a very fine day.

Those who have suffered from illness,

have all got better of late. The weather

is so favourable, thatAV^ scarcely know
that we are in the middle of the rainy

season. Many strangers were also ob-

served. It was indeed, a scene, which

Prophets and Kings desired to see, but

saw it not. What my soul felt when I

beheld, I may say, a multitude of peo-

ple, I cannot express ; and all appear-

ing eager to hear the Word of God. I

preached on 2 Cor. iv. 17. While I was

preaching, the fever came on ; but

though my body felt weak, yet my soul

was strengthened when speaking of the

end and result of our present afflictions,

which are but light and for a moment

;

and while we endure them, we are held

up by our Covenant Jehovah, and thus

they work out for us a far more exceeding

and eternal weight of glory.

In the afternoon, I was very unwell,

and could not go to church. About
four o'clock the fever left me, and I

felt quite well again. In the evening, I

nreached on 1 .John ii. 29.

>NARY SOCIETY. 1^1

The boys concluded this holy day

with prayer meeting.

^ug. 20. Sunday.—I preached this

morning on Gal. iii. 4. The people

were very attentive : and as the wea-

ther has been very fine of late, all the

people that had been ill have recovered,

and were present. After service, one

of the Churchwardens came to me,

and said, " When you explained the

Law, some people wept ; and two men
ran away—they could not stand it."

Several expressed joy that the Lord

Jesus Christ had delivered them from

the curse of the law.

In the afternoon, I explained, and

asked questions on Rom. x. 1— 11. The

Church was as crowded as in tlie

morning

In the Evening, I preached on Phil,

i. 6.

May the Lord bless his word ! My
own soul has been refreshed once more.

Oh what mercy tOAvard one so vile and

so wretched ! May the Lord's name be

praised :

Sept. 3. Sunday.—It rained very

much to-day, yet avc had the church

full. Divine service commenced at

ten, being the first Sunday in the

month. I first married two couple

—

two Carpenters to two School Girls

—

all communicants. When the gij-l-?

came to take leave of me, they wept

much, conscious of the important step

which they were about to take. The

whole congregation seemed to feel af-

fected when the ceremony was per-

formed, and responded the service in a

very solemn manner. The brides were

dressed in white gowns and black beaver

hats ; the men in blue coats, and light

waistcoats and truwsers They made a

veiy respectable appearance. What a

contrast !—when we consider, that, not

long since, they were naked, and dis-

figured by slave-dealers' chains and

greegrees

I

I then proceeded to read the Liturgy ;

after which I preached on John i. 29

—

Behold the Lamb of God, which taketk

away the sin of the vjorld I—and then

baptised 23 Adults and three Infant?.
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Being the first Sunday in the month,

I administered the Lord's Supper to

nearly 300 Communicants.

I was so much fatigued, that I could

not Iteep service in the afternoon.

In the evening, I preached on 2 Tim.

ii. 19. The church was full again, not-

withstanding heavy rains ; and blessed

be God for his mercy ! For my part, I

found it good to be there, and I believe

the people did the same.

A school girl, wlio had hitherto been

very careless, was much affected : she

wept during the whole service, and

afterward desired to speak to me, with

several other people.

Thus another blessed sabbath has

been spent- Oh, that every sabbath, yea

every day and hour, may be spent to

the praise and gloiy of our Redeemer i

Amen and Amen !

Progress of Religion.

We have extracted from Mr.

Johnson's communications, the

intimations which occur on this

subject, in the order of their

dates.

Jpril 11, 1820.—In the evening, I ex-

amined, until a late hour, a number

t>f people, who had several times applied

for baptism. I suppose there were fifty

in t e house ; but only sixteen were, at

present, received : these I intend to

instruct twice a week. They all gave

evidence of the influences of Divine

Grace, which were satisfactory to my
mind.

.^prit 14.—I instructed the candidates

for Baptism, this evening, in my room.

I questioned them on the fall of man,

redemption by Jesus Christ, the Trinity,

baptism, the Lord's Supper, &c. Their

answers were very satisfactory.

May 5.—The great work which it

has pleased God to begin here is still

proceeding. There are now nineteen

candidates for Baptism, whom I in-

struct once or twice a week, preparatory

to that ordinance and the Lord's Sup-

per. I trust they are partakers of

grace. I have been as careful as I was

about as many more whom I have yet

to examine.

May 20.—The work of the Lord is

proceeding. I have divided the candi-

dates into two classes : the first class

I instruct every Friday Evening, and

the second every Wednesday Evening.

The number is now twenty-three. I

should have baptized them to-morrow,

as it is Whit-Sunday ; but I wish to

examine them first before the whole

Congregation, for which they are not

quite ready.

The last report which I made to his

Excellency, of our Schools, is as fol-

lows :

—

Boys ..... 6o»

Girls . • . . . 64

Men 189"

Women 83

Students in the Seminary . 25

Domestics in ditto . . 5-

Total 431

Hble exarainins; them. There are

July 12.—On Sunday, the 2d of this

month, I baptized sixteen Adults, among
whom were three of the Youths of the

christian institution. Seven other Can-

didates have been put oflF until another

time. Many more wish to become

members of the church of Christ,

whom I shall examine this week,

and then take under a course of In-

struction.

We go on as usual. The Lord con-

tinues to own and bless his word.

Divine worship is numerously and regu-

larly attended.

July 19, 1820.—I have examined

those who wished to be baptized,

which amount to twenty-four, who are

I trust, under the gracious influence of

the Holy Ghost. All praise be to him !

JVov. 29.—On the first Sunday of this

month I baptized thirty-four Adults and

their children
;
forty-eight in all. Above

300 were at the Lord's Table. This was

a time when my heart rejoiced, and

my soul did magnify the Lord my
Saviour. Oh, that we may experience

many such seasons ! Several more

have come forth since, desirous of



being baptized ; about thirty are on

trial ; some ofwhom are under a course

of Instruction.

Feb. 6, 1821.—^^Last Sunday I bap-

tized sixteen Adults; twelve of Regent's

town, and four of Charlotte ; after

which we had the Lord's Supper : above

30<> attended. Our newly-arrived friends

were present, and were much delighted.

Evidences of the Influence of Divine

Qrace.

The Negroes continue to

manifest the genuine operations

of divine grace on the spirit

and in the hfe. Every awaken-
ed and feehng heart may here

find its own picture

—

heart

answering to heart : and it is

most instructive and encourag-

ing, to witness the variety of

ways, in which it pleases God to

work on the minds of His ser-

vants ; while these operations

are felt and recognised as simi-

lar to those vrhich take place in

themselves, by others of his

servants of every colour and in

every clime—an ynanswerable

proof of the genuine nature of

this influence, and of the unity

of the source from which it

proceeds.

It is observable in the follow-

ing extracts, how much these

Christian negroes make of the

scriptures ; and with what sim-

plicity they apply them, as be-

fore noticed by Mr. Morgan, to

their own particular cases

—

with frequent reference to what
they hear from their minister.

By famiUar expositions, morn-
ing and evening, at which num-
bers attend—by leading them to

open their minds in social meet-
ings—and by frequently visiting

them at their habitations—the

people are brought to disclose

to their minister the most secret
yov, 1821. 2-5
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workings of their hearts. They
will come sometimes, in suc-

cession, for a considerable time,

to open their minds to him.

After one occasion of this

kind Mr. Johnson writes

—

How various are the dealings of God
with His people ! Some were distressed

on account of indwelling sin—others

under great darkness and temptations

—

while some rejoiced, and gave praises

to Him tcfio worketh all in all.

On another, he says

—

At the usual Meeting, I addressed the

Communicants on the Lord's Supper

—

j)ointed out how necessary self-exami-

nation was—proposed some questions

—and requested they would put them
to themselves when they retired. Some
spoke in a very pleasing manner con-

cerning the great things which the

Lord had done for them ; and how they

had been refreshed by hearing the Word
of God in the Church, and by reading

it at home.

On a third occasion he re-

marks

—

I have had visits paid me, every day,

almost from morning to night. Were I

to write down all the conversations

that have taken place between the peo-

ple and myself, they would fill a

volume.

We shall arrange our extracts

on this general head of the In-

fluence of divine grace, under
some of its most prominent
operations observable in tlie

spirit and character of this

Christian people.

1. Their acknowledgments
of the gracious hand of provi-

dence in bringing them from
their own country.

These are frequent and strik-

ing : and, in making them, they

not seldom disclose the pitiable

state to which their native
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countries are reduced by the

shameful trafficking in human
beings.

On Saturday Evening, a youth stood

up, and said—" When I in my country,

the King die ; then the Headman get

plenty Slaves, to kill them, because that

he the fashion of that country—when
the King die, they kill plenty slaves.

Me be Slave—but I no belong to the

King—I belong to another man. Then

my Master take me, and carry me to

that place w^here they virent to kill the

people ; he say, ' That Boy no good

—

J will change him for one of them wo-

wan that they going to kill.' He go,

and take me ; and we come to the

place. I see two houses full of Slaves

which they going to kill; and my Mas-

ter change me for one Woman, and

they put me among them people which

they want to kill for that King who die.

Well—I stand—I tremble—I don't

know what to do. By and by, them

iHeadmen come to look all them peo-

ple. When they come among us, I

look them sharp—they no take notice

of me—I stand close by the door—

I

jump out, and run into the Bush. I live

there three days— eat grass—I hear

when they kill them people—I fear too

much—they cry—they scream—0 too

much !— I run out of the Bush, and run

to another country (town.) The people

in that country catch me—they tie my
hand—and they send to the Head-

man of my country, and tell him they

catch one of him Slaves. The Head-

man send two people to fetch me back
;

but that man who catch me say, he no

Jet me go—they must bring some cloth

and pay him. Well, them two men go

back—they say they come in three

days, and fetch me. The day come,

and I expect they come and fetch me
;

but I try to run away again, and go to

another country. The people in that

country catch me again, and carry me
and sell me, and I get on board the

ship. English ship come one day, and

carry us here. Now, first time, I think

1 been dp all this by my own strength :

but, this time, I see that the Lord Jesus

Christ has done it ; He has brought me
here by his power."

2. The manner in which Con-
victions of Sin are awakened or

deepened.
One of the school Girls said to me

—

Since yesterday morning, all the siifs

which I done come before rae. I am
bad too much. I am afraid I shall die

soon, and go to hell. I did not sleep all

night. I do not know what to do.'*

She wept bitterly, and said—" 0 ! poor

me ! poor me !" I pointed her to the

Lamb of God which taketh away the

sin of the world.

A Communicant, who had been ill for

a considerable time, and appeared to be

in a consumption, and expected to die

soon, said that he had read the Parable

of the Ten Virgins, which distressed his

mind much : he wept greatly, and

said— I am afraid I shall stand like

the Five Foolish Women. O, if I was

but sure that the Lord Jesus will keep

me in the time when I die 1"

A woman of the Ebo Tribe seemed

much distressed in mind. She could

scarcely speak. She expressed a wish,

however, to be baptized, and said--

" Me pray to God the Holy Ghost to

take me to Jesus Christ. Me pray to

Jesus Christ, to take me to the Father,"

This declaration surprised me. I asked

her a few more questions ; but her

heart seemed so full that she could not

speak.

Several have begun to write to me
when they are in trouble, I will give

you a copy of one note which I re-

ceired, in the simple language of the

writer :

—

" Dear Reverend Sir

—

" I sent these few lines to you, about

ray feeling,

" Yesterday morning, you preach

tenth chapter of John, 9th verse; and,

the afternoon, you preach again twenty-

second Psalm, 30th verse. I feel sorry

in my heart about the people and my-

self to-day. When people do bad, and

the other people stand over them, and



they laugh—oh, when you talk about

this, I so sorry—I see how blind, how
wicked, and how ignorant, men is ; and

I say, I know all men ought to pray to

God, because God is power all thing,

and he hath all the life of men. There-

fore, when I remember all these things,

1 do not know what to do.

" And, in the evening, you preach

fourteenth chap. Matthew, 12th verse.

It talk about the trouble of the disciples

of John. All things what be spoken

last night, all is my feeling : and some

time I told Jesus all my trouble ; but qs

I get up from my kneel, I feel the same

thing again : but I only can say, the

Devil and all his Angels, that may try

possible they can to tempt God people,

but they can do nothing. Oh, I can saw
much of my trouble ; because if I stand

up to complain all what my own heart,

it bring bitter things against me : even

the people will stop their ears and run

away, because my heart bring bitter

things against me.
" I wish the Lord may enable me,

that I may keep close under his foot-

stool. I wish the Holy Ghost may be

with you. Therefore remember me in

jour prayer, because ^his time I very

c-ast down. And what you be preach

last night, it jilease me."

3. It is not unusual with the

Negroes, as our readers know,
to describe the conflicts between
Grace and Sin, which are com-
mon to all real Christians, by

their having two hearts. An
instance or two will strikingly

illustrate their use of this ap-

propriate figure :

—

One of them said

—

" Me go, one day,

to cut bush : one heart say, ' You go

pray'—t'other heart say, ' You no must

go pray : mind your work :' then one

heart say, < You must go pray Lord

Jesus Christ ;' and t'other one say, ' No
mind what that heart tell you :' then

first one say, ' You had better go pray.'

So me throw down the cutlass, and me
pray to Lord Jesus Christ, and my
heart feel glad too much then the fir^t
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heart say, ' Ah ! you see, suppose you

no been pray, you no feel glad too

much.' "

A woman, much distressed, came t»

me complaining—" Massa ! I got two

hearts." I begged her to explain what

she meant. She replied—" One heart

—new heart—tell me of all the bad

things me been doing in my country,

and since me been here. Same heart

tell me I must pray to God to forgive

me these bad things. But the other

heart tell me, " Never mind ! God no

look you—God look white people—he

no look black people—he no look you.'

But my new heart tell me, ' Suppose

you no pray—you die—you go to hell
:'

and then I want to go to pray : then

old heart tell me, * You go work first

—

make fire—cook rice :'—and then when
I done work, I forget to pray ; and so

tliese two hearts trouble me too much,

and I don't know what to do." I read

to her the seventh chapter to the Ro-

mans. When I came to the Apostle'.-?

exclamation, Oh, wretched man that 1

mil

!

—" That me !" said she : " me feel

the very same thing." I then explained

the following words—/ thank God
ihrough Jesus Christ our Lord, and point-

ed her to Christ. She has since walked

worthy of the Gospel.

4. Their acknowledgments
of Divine Forbearance and
Mercy
One man said—" Massa ! I am like a

dog who runs away from his master,

and runs all about ; but finds no house,

no place to live : he gets hungry, and

then comes again to his master; be-

cause nobody will take him in the

house, and give him something to eat.

I do the same. I run away from the

Lord Jesus Christ ; but I find no peace ;

trouble meet me everywhere, and then

I must come back to the Lord Jesus

Christ, for He only gives me rest."

Another said—'- Massa ! God do keep

me, for true. I have now been past

three years in the church"—meaning a

communicant. " Sometimes I have run

nway from the Lord Jpsn? Christ, bnt
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lie no run away iiom me ; He hold me
ra?t. When I run, He send trouble after

)ne. As He bring back Jonah, so He
bring me back many times. I no run

llle Jonah, but heart run more like

Jonah. One time I get so much trouble,

and my sins so much plague me, that I

want to hang myself; but, blessed be

the Lord ! He no let rae do so. I wish,

that time, that I no hear the Word of

God at all— it plague me so. Ah,

Massa ! first time when you talk to us

about trouble, I hear it; but I don't

think that trouble can come so much.

I cannot tell you how much trouble I

been have—sometimes I no sleep at all.

Them words which you preach last

night comfort me much. I see now that

all them trouble I bring myself. The

Lord wanted me, but I did not want

Him. AVhen I consider, I wonder that

God has keep me so long. Oh, what

mercy ! I see he will not leave me.

When I look back, I have comfort."

5. A Watchful Jealousy over

the state of their hearts.

After service, one day, some young

women, who are still in the school, fol-

lowed rae into the piazza, and desired

to speak to me. One said—" Massa !

what you now say about having peace

with one another, troubles rae very

much. She began to weep, and could

say no more. Another then said

—

Massa ! we have too much trouble in

the school-house. Them girls that no

serve God, trouble us too much : we
have no peace with them. We beg

you, Massa, to tell us what we must do.

We w^ant to sit down by ourselves, to

read and pray sometimes ; but we can-

not ; them other girls make too much
noise ; and some of them would do us

bad, but they fear you. And now so

much rain live there, we cannot go into

the bush ; and that make us feel sorry.

Last Sunday, you say you fear people

neglect prayer, and now them feel cold

in them heart. Massa ! for my part I

stand that fashion. Sometimes I kneel

down to pray, and then my heart so

«old, and then somebody come and

disturb me." Another then began Uf

speak for some length, in much the

•^amc way. I gave them advice, and

they left me weeping.

After prayer, one morning, at which

the church was nearly filled, 1 was fol-

lowed by a woman, who is a communi-

cant, into my house. She there gave

free course to the fullness of her heart.

After she had wept bitterly for some

time, she said—" The Lord has loved

me so much, and that make me cry.

My father was killed in war, and my
mother die ; and then the people

dragged me about from one place to

another, and sold me like a beast in the

markets. Sometimes they could not

sell me, because I was so small ; and

then they wanted to kill me, but the

Lord helped me." Wept again. " I

feel all them words in my heart which

you talk last night. You show us how
them people stand that have grace in

the heart, and every word you talk mc
feel ; and me want to cry, me feel what

great things the Lord Jesus has done

for me ; and what hurt me and make

me sorry is, because I love him so little."'

Wept again very much. " Yesterday,,

when I go to the Lord's Table, I feel

so cold—that make me sorry very

much. ' I endeavoured to comfort her

and she went away, weeping bitterly.

Another instance of this Jea-

lousy over the Heart discovers

a'simplicity perfectly delightful,

and furnishes a lively illustra-

tion of 1 Cor. vii. 32—34.

In calling at one of the houses, I

found two women (both communicants)

at needle work. The house was neat

and clean. A clean bench was imme-

diately put down, and I was entreated

to sit. One of the women had been

lately married to a decent and seriou'

young man. I asked how she got on

now. She said—" I think not so well

as before. Beforetime I go to prayer,

nobody hinder me—I live by myself in

this house—I have no trouble: when I

go to church I was glad—nobody hinder

me : and the word w^hi^'h I hear wa-^
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sweet too much. Sometimes people

ask me, ' Why you no get married ?' I

no answer, but I know I have peace too

much : my heart live upon the Lord

Tesus Christ. But, soon after, people

begin to talk bad of me, and me be

afraid that, by and by, people would

say I do bad ; and I was sorry too much.

That same time my husband send one

man, and he ask me, if I willing to

marry. I don t know what to say ; but

I think I must say yes. Well, I say

yes
;
and, soon after, we got married.

Me got plenty trouble this time. My
husband he is a good man, but me have

trouble about him. Every time me
think about the Lord Jesus Christ, my
husband come in my mind ; and so I

stand, when I live in the church.

Sometimes I think it would be better

for me if I was not married : then I

should only think about my sins, and

about the Lord Jesus Christ. Some-

times I don't know what to do. I hear

you preach, but I can't feel it : only

Sunday before last, when you preach in

the morning, it was just as if you talk

all the time to me—me hold my face

down, and cry too much. Oh, them
words make me glad too much. "—The
test was, Isaiah xliii. 1.

6. Oftheir Faith and Patience

under afflictions, many edifying

examples occur.

Of the second of the young
women mentioned in the last

extract, Mr. Johnson says

—

The next woman then spake, after

some advice had been given to the for-

mer, and said—" Massa ! me been very
sick ; and that time when you come
and see me, I think I cannot live much
longer. But you see, Massa, the Lord
has spared me ; and now I can thank

Him for His mercy. Beforetime I was
always fraid, when I got a little sick

—

I was fraid to die : but, this time, I was
glad too much. I suppose I been die,

I live in heaven now with the Lord
Jesus Christ. Them words you talk

yesterday in the church, about God
punish Him people beransp He love

them, them words true. God make me
sick, because me great sinner; and be-

cause me fraid to die, He take away my
fear, because He love me."

In visiting the people at a very un

healthy time, I was happy to find the

sick, in general, much resigned to the

will of God. One man said—" I trust

I am one of His people ; and as I am
His, He can punish me ; because, when
a man have a child, and that child do

bad, he whip that child ; so God punish

me, because me do bad. But I trust in

Jesus Christ—He help me.

7. Love to the Souls of their

Relatives.

At one of our meetings on Saturday

evenings, one man said—" I have felt

very glad since last Sunday morning.

When you preach, you talk to me all

the time ; what you said was what I

felt, which make me glad too much.

But when you at last talk to the wicked,

I wanted to cry—my heart turn in me
for my poor wife ; she come always to

church, but she no believe—she still

careless. I do not know what to do

with her : sometimes when I look at

her, I could cry—I cannot keep water

out of my eyes—I grieved very much
for my wife. Oh, I wish God may teach

her 1"

After family prayer, one day, I per-

ceived several women with children

sitting by the church door. I heeird

them complaining and telling one ano-

ther their troubles. When I was per-

ceived, silence was immediately ob-

served. I joined them.

One began to complain of her hus-

band, that he did never pray. When
she begged him to pray with her, the

answer immediately was, " Don't bod-

der me. I wont pray wid you. If I

want to pray, I can do it for myself."

Moreover, she said, that since he had

learned to read the Bible, she thought

he was worse. Sometimes he would
read in the Bible ; and when she feared

and wept because of the words which

she heard him read, he would laugh and

mock. She was troubled very mn<*R
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on his behalf, and she begged me to

speak to him, and tell him of his dan-

ger.

8. The power of Religion in

recovering and securing domes-
tic happiness.

Another woman (one of those last

spoken of) began then to tell me that she

was also in great trouble. She had not

taken any food for two days : she could

do nothing but weep : her Husband ap-

peared to dislike her : he had behaved

very roughly to her since monday. At

this I was rather surprised, for both are

Communicants ; and have lived very

comfortably together, to my knowledge.

1 went to the man, who was in school

at the time ; and asked him what was the

matter between him and his wife. He
said that he had reproved her, because

she had not got the dinner ready when

he came home with two men who work

with him
;
and, since that time, she had

not spoken to him. If he had asked any

thing of her, she had not answered him.

1 inquired further into the matter, and

found that he required his wife to beat

rice and cook it ) which certainly must

be too much for a woman who has an

infant to take care of. I reproved him,

and explained the unreasonableness of

his behaviour to her : he expressed

great sorrow immediately. I went again

to his wife, and told her what I had

spoken to her husband, and found that

they both were wrong. She also said

that she was wrong, and would do so

no more ; she would always speak

when her husband spoke to her. I then

called the man, and sent them both

home ; and told them to kneel down and
pray together, as soon as they got home,
which they promised to do. They both

appeared exceedingly glad and happy

;

and thanked me, over and over again,

for bringing them together again in

peace.

In visiting a sick communicant, bis

wife, who was formerly in our school,

was present. I asked several questions ;

viz. if they prayed together—read a part

of the Scripture (the woman can read)

—constantly attended Public Worship
—and lived in peace with their neigh-

bours. All these questions were an-

swered in the affirmative. I then asked

if they lived in peace together. The
man answered—" Sometimes I say a

word which my wife no like, or my
wife talk w do what I no like ; but

when we want to quarrel, then we
shake hands together, shut the door,

and go to prayer, and so we get peace

again. " This method of keeping peace

quite delighted me.

DEATH OF DR. BOUDINOT.

[From the J^ew-York Daily Advertiser.

Departed this life, at his seat in the

city of Burlington, New-Jersey, on the

24th day of October, A. D. 1821, ELIAS
BOUDINOT, Esq. L.L.D. in the eighty-

second year of his age. On the 28th of

October his remains were committed to

the tomb, followed by a large concourse

of family connexions, and by the most

respectable inhabitants of the city of

Burlington. Amongst the mourning

friends who attended on this occasion,

was a deputation from the Board of

Managers of the American Bible Society^

consisting of General Clarkson, the Rev.

Dr.Milnor, Messrs. S.Boyd, and Carow.
The pall was borne by Gen. Bloomfield,

William Coxe, and Joseph Mcllvainc,

of Burlington, and by Horace Binney,

and Andrew Bayard, Esqrs. and Dr.

Mease, of Philadelphia. The body was
conveyed to St. Mary's church, where
a very appropriate discourse was deli-

vered by the Rev. Dr. Wharton, and

the whole ceremony was conducted

with solemnity, order, and decorum.

As Death has now set his seal on a

character pre-eminent for talents. fr>r
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piety, and for extensive usefulness, a

just regard to public sentiment requires

that the annunciation of such an event,

should be accompanied with at least a

short retrospect of the life, and of the

leading traits in the character of the

illustrious deceased.

Dr. Boudinot was born in Philadelphia

on the 2d of May, A. D. 1740. He was

descended from one of those pious Pro-

testants, who, at the revocation of the

Edict of Nantes, fled from France to

America, to escape the horrors of eccle-

siastical persecution, and to enjoy reli-

gious freedom in this favoured land.

He had the advantage of a classical

education, and pursued the study of the

law under the direction of the Hon.

Richard Stockton, a member of the

first American Congress, whose eldest

sister he afterwards married.

Shortly after his admission to the Bar

of New-Jersey, Dr. Boudinot rose to the

first grade in his profession. Early in

the revolutionaiy war, he was appoint-

ed by Congress to the important trust

of Commissary-General of prisoners.

In the year 1777, he was chosen a mem-
ber of the national Congress, and in the

year 1782 he was elected the President

of this august body. In this capacity

he had the honour and happiness of

putting his signature to the Treaty of

Peace, which for ever established his

country's independence. On the return

of peace he resumed the practice of the

law. It Avas not long, however, before

he was called to a more important sta-

tion. On the adoption of the present

constitution of the United States, the

confidence of his fellow-citizens allotted

him a seat in the House of Representa-

tives of the United States. In this ho-

nourable place he was continued for

tiix successive years. On quitting it to

return once more to the pursuits of pri-

vate life, he was appointed by that con-

summate judge of character, the first

President of the United States, to fill

the office of Director of the National

Mint, vacated by the death of the cele-

brated Rittenhouse. This trust he exe-

tnfed with exemplary fidelity diirinj;

the administrations of Washington, of

Adams, and (in part) of Jefferson. Re-

signing this office, and seeking seclusion

from the perplexities of public life, and
from the bustle and ceremony of a com-
mercial metropolis, he fixed his resi-

dence in the city of Burlington. Here,
surrounded by affectionate friends, and
visited by strangers of distinction—en-

gaged much in pursuits of biblical lite-

rature—practising the most liberal and
unceremonious hospitality—filling up
life in the exercise of the highest Chris-

tian duties, and of the loveliest chari-

ties that exalt our nature—meekly and
quietly communicating, and receiving

happiness of the purest kind ; he sus-

tained, and has left, such a character,

as will for ever endear his memory to

his friends, and do honour to his coun-
try.

Prior to the revolution he was elected

a member of the Board of Trustees of

New-Jersey College. The semi-annual

meetings of this respectable body, he
always attended with punctuality, un-

less prevented by severe indisposition.

At the time of his decease he was the

senior member of this corporation. The
liberal donation he made it during his

life, and the more ample one in his last

will, must be long remembered with

gratitude by the friends of science.

But while anxious to promote the in-

terest of literature, he was not unmind*
ful of the superior claims of religion on
his remembrance and his bounty. At-

tached from principle and habit to the

religious denomination of which he was
so distinguished a member, he has been

most liberal in his testamentary dona-

tion to the General Assembly of the

Presbyterian Church, and to their Theo-

logical Seminary established at Princf-

ton.

But as his mind, unshackled by bi-

gotry or sectarian prejudice, was ex-

panded by the noblest principles of

Christian benevolence, he has also very

liberally endowed various institutions

whose object is to diffuse more widely

the light of revealed truth—to evange-

lize the heatheja—to instruct the deaf
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and dumb—lo educate youth for the

sacred ministry—to advance know-

ledge, and to relieve the wants and

miseries of the sick or suffering poor.

To those of his fellow-citizens, how-

ever, who are peculiarly interested in

the wide circulation of the sacred scrip-

tures, perhaps the chief excellence in

the character of the deceased, is the ar-

dent and affectionate zeal, he displayed in

the Bible cause. The efforts he at first

made, notwithstanding the infirmities

of age, and much unexpected opposi-

tion, to establish the American Bible

Society—his munificent donation to this

institution at its organization—his sub-

sequent liberality to aid in the erection

of a depository—the devise of a large

and valuable tract of land—and the

deep and undiminished interest he has

taken in all the concerns of the Nation-

al Society ever since he was chosen

its President—while they spread his

fame through every region of the globe,

will consecrate his memory to the

hearts of his felloto-citizens in America,

and his fellow Christians throughout the

world.

But if his public services, and his pri-

vate worth, claim the tribute of gene-

ral esteem and affectionate remem-

brance ; the closing scene of his life is

not less calculated to console his friends

under the heavy loss they have sustain-

ed, than it is to edify and support the

departing Christian.

In the full possession of his mental

faculties, and in the assured persuasion

of his approaching dissolution, his faith

was firm—his patience unexhausted,

and his hopes were bright. While with

])aternal solicitude he exhorted those

around him to rest on the LORD JE-

SUS CHRIST—as the only true ground

of trust—while with solemnity and ten-

derness he commended a dutiful and

affectionate daughter,—his only child,—

io the care of his surviving friends;

^vith humble resignation he expressed

his readiness—his " desire to depart in

peace to the bosom of his Father in

Heaven ; and the last prayer he was

heard to articulate, Avas,—" LORD JE-

SUS RECEIVE MY SPIRIT '

[nuv.

TESTIMONIAL OF AFFECTION.

From the Minutes of the Managers of the

American Bible Society

The Board of Managers of the American Bible

Society, while, in common with their fellow-citi-

zens, they sensibly feel the loss which the Chris-

tian community has sustained in the removal, by
the death of the H(m. Elias Boudinot, of one of its

most valuable members, have reason more espe-

cially to lament that which their institution has

suffered in being deprived of its venerable Presi-

dent.

When the Managers carry back their recollec-

tion to tlie period which preceded the formation

of this Society, and review the laberious and per-

severing efforts of Dr. Boudinot to accomplish the

interesting object ; when they consider the noble

example of beneficence which he soon afterwards

presented in the generous donation ef ten thou-

sand dollai-s to its treasury, and of one thousand

dollars since towards the erection of a Deposi-

tory, the unremitted interest, which, under the

pressure of acute bodily suffering, and the infir-

mities of advanced age, he continued even after-

wards to evince in its concerns 5 his great exer-

tions, notwithstanding the personal inconvenience

and pain to which it subjected him, to attend its

stated anniversaries ; the dignity and amiableness

with which he fulfilled the duties of the Chair

:

and the pious and affectionate counsels supplied

by his official communications; they deeply de-

plore the chasm that has been made in their body

by this afflicting bereavement. To the will of au

all-wise Providence it becomes them to feel un-

feigned submission, and to accompany this act of

duty with the expression of their grateful acknow-

ledgments to a merciful God for his goodness, iu

prolonging beyond the ordinary measure of hu-

man life that of their illusti'ious patron ; in per.

mitting him to witness the rapid growth and
prosperity of the cherished object of his affections

;

in conveying to his heart the consolations of that

blessed Book which he bad made the standard ot

his faith and the rule of his conduct ^and in ena-

bling him to close a well-spent life with the full

hope, through the merits of his Saviour, of a bliss-

ful immortality beyond the grave. The Board of

Managers would not only derive from these cheer-

ing recollections consolation for their loss, but in-

citement to an increased measure of exertion in

that work which so engrossed the affections oL'

their lamented President, and, while they are dili-

gently employed in diffusing abroad the Word of

Life, encouragement in seeking to realize for

themselves its inestimable benefits.

With the mourning daughter of their deceased

friend, for so many years the partaker of his joys

and sorrows, the companion of bis journeys, and

his amiable assistant in well-doing, the members

of this Board sincerely sympathiie ; and they res-

pectfully transmit to her this feeble expression of

their feelings towards her venerable parent, as

evidence of the affection with which they wish to

embalm his memory, and the sincerity with which

they condole with her uniler the bereavement sjif

has «xperienced.

DEATH OP DR. BOUDIiVO'l.
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