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MEMOIR OF POMARE,
THE PRESENT KING OF OTAHEITE.

In the third numher of our first volume, we gave a very in-

teresting account of the progress of Christianity at Otaheite and
the adjacent Islands. The celebration of the first Anniversary of

the Auxiliary Missionary Society of Otaheite •, the erection of a
Royal Mission Chapel, 712 feet in length, and 54 in breadth;
the opening of the Chapel for public worship, in the presence of

more than Jix^e thousand of the natives ; the baptism of the King ;

and the promulgation of a new code of laws, grounded on the

moral principles of the Bible, are among the topics embraced
in that account. To all who have read these details, the follow-

ing Memoir of the Otaheitean Monarch, selected from the pub-
lications of the London Missionary Society, will be peculiarl|P

interesting.

MEMOIR, &c.

When Captain Wallis, in the Dol-

phin, discovered Otaheite in 1767, Te-

marre, son of Oamrao, reigned. Oammo
was the eldest brother of Whappai, the

father of Otoo. Otoo was the father

of the present Poraare. Hereditary

monarchy seems to have been imme-
morially acknowledged at Otaheite, to

confer rather the highest dignity than

any efficient authority. Three or four

chiefs of the larger Peninsula, beside

one who governed the smaller, appear

usually to have exercised despotic

power in the several districts. The
late king Otoo (the Pomare of Captain

Wilson) inherited only the northern

part of the island ; but having been
raised by his uncle's influence, and the

assistance of the mutineers of the

Bounty, to the sovereignty, he gradu-

ally extended his dominion, not only
Dec. 1821. 26

over the whole of Otaheite, but like-

wise to several adjacent islands. Wars

and various changes appear to have pre-

ceded this revolution, and it was not

without many severe conflicts that Otoo

maintained the supreme authority ; suf-

fering such defeats as sometimes com-

pelled him to seek refuge in the moun-

tains, and almost annihilated his mari-

time power. Conscious of the advan-

tages which he had gained from the

English mutineers, he studiously culti-

vated the friendship of Europeans, but

especially that of the'English, who oc-

casionally touched at Otaheite, and thus

his authority, which at first had been

but a precarious dominion,was at length

firmly established.

Affairs having assumed a more fixed

and settled state, Otoo surrendered the

.sovereignty to his son, (the present

Pomare,) himself assuming on this oc-
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casion the uame oi romaie, and con-

ferring on his son that of Otoo. Thus

he became the first subject of his own
child, and, as regent of the state, con-

tinued to manage the affairs of govern-

ment, and to support his son's dignity

with all his weight and influence. Ei-

meo acknowledged the young king's

authority, and his dominion was no

where openly resisted, except that in

Taiarabu discontent for some time pre-

Tailed.

On the day appointed for investing

him w^ith the Maro Oora, or red sash of

royalty, (which ceremony may be re-

garded in the light of a coronation,)

this part of the regal insignia* was laid

on the Moral. The Taata Orero, or

public Orator, (supposed to be the

High Priest Manne Manne,) opened the

ceremony with along speech, which set

forth the rightful authoiity of the young

King to the royal dignity, and after-

wards invested him with the regal cinc-

ture. Motuaro, chief of Eimeo, first

paid homage to the young King, who

was borne on a man's shoulders, and

^rrounded by all his chieftains. Mo-

TOaro had brought with him from Eimeo

three human victims, from each of

which the priest scooped out an eye,

and presented it to the sovereign on a

plantain leaf, plucked from a young tree

in his hand, accompanying the presen-

tation with a long ceremonial discourse.

The bodies were then removed, and

interred in the Morai. A similar cere-

mony was repeated, in rotation, by the

chiefs of the several districts of Ota-

heite^some bringing one, and some two

human sacrifices, fixed on a long pole,

which were buried after the presenta-

tion of the eye.t

* The Maro Oora was made of net-work, and

thrummed with red and yellow feathers.

t The reason assigned for this horrid oblation

was, that the head being reputed sacred, and the

eje the most precious part, they were to be pre-

sented to the King, as the head and eye of the

people. During the presentation, the King was

required to bold his mouth open, as if devouring

it j
by which means, it was imagined he received

additional wisdom and discernment! It was

The young king was at this time

about 17 years of age, very large limb-

ed, and promising to be of equal sta-

ture with his father, who was 6 feet 4

inches in height. In the opinion of

some, he had a solid and thoughtful as-

pect, but in that of others, his counte--

nance seemed to indicate a feeble and

vacant mind. His Queen, Tetua, was

the relict of Motuaro, and was about his

own age, and rather the larger of the

two. Her countenance was pleasing

and open, but of a masculine cast,

and widened by the usual method of

pressure, called touroomt.

The above-mentioned events hap-

pened previously to the arrival of the

Missionaries, who left England in the

ship DulF, in August, 1796 ; and at the

time they landed (March, 1797) the

power of Pomare and his son Otoo w^as

so greatly confirmed, that none dared

any longer to dispute their authority.

Pomare gave the Missionaries a cor-

dial welcome, and afterwards treated

them in a very friendly manner ; but

the conduct of Otoo was, to say the

least, sometimes very ambiguous, and

considering the tyrannical disposition

which he at that time displayed, and

the barbarous state of the natives, they

regarded it as a special mark of the

kindness of Divine Providence that they

were suffered to dwell peaceably among
them.

Notwithstanding, Otoo, as well as his

Queen, occasionally visited the Mission-

also supposed that his tutelar deity presided at

this time, to accept the sacrifice, and, by a com-

munication of the vital principle, to strengthen

the soul of his royal pupil. ITogs innumerable

were strangled on this occasion, and immense

quantities of cloth presented. The royal maro,

(or sash,) worn only on that day, was again de-

posited in its place in the Morai, and the canoes,

(deemed sacred,) in which the human saci ifice.?

had been conveyed, were hauled up to the same

sacred repository. The King and chiefs then

departed to devour the ho;rs, turtle, fowls, fish,

and vegetables prepared for them in the greatest

profusion, and to drink their intoxicating ya-ju.

The feasting and htivas lasted two months, and

more than one of the chiefs paid for their ex-

cesses with their lives
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avies ; and on one of these occasions he

excited no little surprise, by asking one

of them to teach him the Hebrew lan-

guage, and by manifesting much anxi-

ety to know whether tlie king of Eng-

land was acquainted with it.

In the year 1802, the conduct of Otoo

incidentally occasioned much alarm to

the Brethren, and, indeed, exposed

them to no little danger. Having

seized a billet of wood, belonging to

the people of Atahuru, which was wor-

shipped as their supreme divinity, an

insurrection broke out, which assum-

ed a portentous aspect. Providentially,

however, at this critical moment, the

ships Norfolk and Venus touched at the

island, and Pomare, availing himself of

the assistance of their men, gained some
very important advantages over tiie

insurgents ; so that the immediate dan-

ger was by this means averted, and in

the beginning of the following year tran-

quillity was completely restored.

On the 3d of September, 1803, Po-

mare was removed by a sudden stroke

of death,* while passing to an English

* The father of the elder Pomare, whose death

is noticed above, was an Otaheitean, but his mo-
ther was a Raiatean. He was born in the district

of Opare. The Missionaries, at the time of his

decease, supposed him to have^been between 50

and 60 years of age. In person, be w as the most

respectable man whom they had seen
;
tall, stout,

and well-proportioned; grave in countenance,

majestic in deportment, and affable in behaviour.

As to bis morals, he was a poor ignorant hea-

then, under the dominion of a reprobate mind
;

a most devoted idolater, regarding nothing as

sinful but a neglect to pray and sacrifice to the

gods. As a governor, some complained that he

was oppressive, who, however, would probably

Lave been not less so, had the same power been

in their hands. He was a peaceable man, and it

was generally agi-eed that a far greater degree

of tranquillity had been enjoyed during his reign,

than while each of the larger districts continued

as independent states. He was also an active

man. Erecting houses, bqildlng canoes, and cul-

tivating the ground, were employments in which

he appeared to take great delight. He always

showed a fondness for foreigners, especially

for Englishmen. Policy, as it promoted the sta-

bility of his government, was doubtless connected

with this partiality •, and he supposed that every

Englishman was expert in the use of arms. We
'mve already observed that his behaviour towards

brig, which had just an'ived ; and the en-

tire government devolved on the shoul-

ders of Otoo, who also now assumed the

name of his father, Pomare. After the

death of his father, he was enabled to

maintain his authority without opposi-

tion, and he, as well as his mother Ede-

ah, assured the Brethren that they

should not be molested in the discharge

of the duties of their mission.

From this time the King, whom we
shall now call Pomare, seems to have

conducted himself in a more friendly

manner towards the Missionaries. He
had for some considerable time resided

in Eimeo ; but on his return to Otaheite

he took up his residence near the mis-

sion-house at Matavai. In one or other

of the apartments of the brethren he

would frequently spend nearly the

whole of the day, amusing himself with

writing, in which he had then (1806)

made considerable progress. His be-

haviour was now very kind, and even

generous, towards the brethren, but

hitherto he showed no inclination to

embrace Christianity, or even to receive

any religious instruction whatsoever ;

and when the subject was introduce(f,

either in conversation or in writing, he

artfully contrived to put it off. In the

month of August, 1806, Pomare lost his

Queen, Tetua.

In the following year he wrote his

first letter to the directors, dated Janu-

ary, 1807, from which it appears that

his prejudices against Christianity were

in some measure abated ; at least, that

a degree of conviction was produced on

his mind. This letter, which was com-

the Missionaries was always friendly ; but them

was great reason to believe, that it was very con-

siderably influenced bj' motives of self-interest.

His behaviour towards them, during the latter

part of his life, they were disposed to think less

friendly ; but this they ascribed to their havjnj

plainly declarcl to him and his countrymen, the

object which had induced them to leave theu*

friends and native countrj-. Nevertheless, he

would sometimes attend their preaching, (which*

however, he was reported to have ridiculed,) and

never debarred them from attempting to plant

the Gospel in Otaheite, or in any other within

his jurisdiction.



204 BIOG]

posed entirely by himself, began thus :

" I wish you every blessing, friends, in

your residence in your country, with

success in teaching this bad land, this

foolish land, this land which is ignorant

t){ good, this land that knoweth not the

true God, this regardless land. Friends,

I wish you health and prosperity : may
1 also live, and may Jehovah save us."

In 1808, Pomare was involved in war

with a party of his subjects, who at-

tempted to deprive him of his authority.

The struggle was long and obstinate,

and its results disastrous. On this oc-

casion the houses, gardens, &c. of the

Missionaries were destroyed, and they,

as well as Pomare, were compelled to

flee from Otaheite to the neighbouring

islands. In the following year, as there

seemed no prospect of the King regain-

ing his authority, all the Brethren, ex-

cept Messrs. Hayward and Nott, repair-

ed to New South Wales, whence, how-

ever, five of them returned in 1811, at

the earnest request of Pomare, whose

authority was then re-established. The

king now discovered towards the Mis-

sionaries an increasing partiality, and

appeared happy only when in their

company. In July 1812, he declared to

them his conviction of the truth of

Christianity, and his determination, in

future, to worship Jehovah. He also

expressed deep repentance on account

of his past wickedness, cast away his

idols,* endeavoured to persuade his re-

* The log of wood which formed the body of

the great god Oro, which had so often occasioned

wars In Otaheite, was set up in the King's kit-

chen to hang baskets of food upon ; a most despi-

cable use, according to the ideas of the Otaheite-

ans. His family idols, in 1816, he delivered to

the Missionaries, accompanied by a letter, in

which he thus expresses himself:—" Friends,

jMay you be saved by Jehovah, and Jesus Christ,

our Saviour. This is my speech to you, my
friends : I wish you to send those idols to Britain,

for the Missionary Society, that they may know
the likeness of the gods that Tahiti worshipped .

If you think proper, you may burn them all iu

the fire •, or, if you like, send them to your coun-

try, for the inspection of the people of Europe,

that they may satisfy their curiosity, and know
Tahiti's foolish gods !" The Missionaries con-

cluded to send them to Englemd, and they are

now deposited in the Societv's Mnsenm.

APHV. [dec.

lations to embrace the Christian reli-

gion, and proposed to the Missionaries

to build, without delay, a place of wor-

ship for the true God.

In the year 1814, the number of the

natives (including some of the chiefs)

who had renounced idolatry, and pro-

fessedly embraced Christianity, amount-

ed to fifty, and from this time the num-
ber rapidly increased, until, in the

follow ing year, it amounted to about

500. Some of the idolatrous chiefs of

Otaheite, exasperated at the progress of

the new religion, formed the horrid de-

sign of destroying the Christians, root

and branch, but providentially the lat-

ter, receiving timely information there-

of, took refuge in Eimeo. In this island

Pomare then (July 1815) resided, and

having at length ascertained that there

was no hostility on the part of the chiefs

against him, he went over to Otaheite.

taking the refugees under his protection.

On the 19th November, how ever, while

engaged in public Avorship, the Chris-

tians Avere furiously assaulted by the

idolaters, and an obstinate engagement

ensued, in which Pomare obtained a

complete victory. The unexampled

lenity and clemency with which the

King treated the conquered, and their

families, on this occasion, produced the

most favourable effect on the minds of

the idolaters, who unanimously resol-

ved to embrace Christianity, and trust

their gods no longer. The King was
now, by universal consent, restored to

the government, in which he has not

since been, in the slightest degree, dis-

turbed.

Subsequently to this period, Pomare
has shown himself, on all occasion."^,

the friend of Christianity and of the

Missionaries, and has joined hand in

hand with them in such measures as ap-

peared likely to promote the destruc-

tion of idolatry, and the dissemination

of the Christian religion among the

islanders. He has also taken a great

interest in the business of the printing-

office. On the 16th of June, 1817, he

came over to Eimeo, on occasion oi

the first composing for the press, and,
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\inder the direction of the Missionaries,

he himself composed the alphabet at

the beginning of the Taheiteaii Spell-

ing-book, which was the first process

of the kind ever performed in his do-

minions.

In the following month he wrote let-

ters to the Rev. Sam. Marsden, of New
South Wales, and some of the Brethren,

who left the islands in 1809, and had

settled in the colony. In that to Mr.

Marsden he says, " Health and prospe-

rity to you, and also to your family, and

the salvation of Jesus Christ, who is

the true Saviour by whom we can be

saved. The word of God has taken

great root here at Taheite, and also ve-

rily at Raiatea, and in the other islands
;.

the w ord of the true God is generally be-

lieved ; he himself caused his word to

take root, and therefore it succeeds in

these countries. From ancient times

these countries were perpetually enve-

loped in gross darkness, but at this pre-

sent time they are illuminated
;
by Je-

hovah himself the light was communi-

cated, consequently they are enlighten-

ed, and are broughtto know and receive

the excellent word ; the Lord himself

graciously sent to us his word, therefore

it is that we are now instructed. The
idols of these countries ^re wholly abo-

lished
;
they are burned in the fire

;

also are abolished the various customs

connected with them ; they are totally

cast away by the people ; all this has

been effected only by the word of God."

On tbe 6th of December, in the same

year (1817,) a vessel, of about 70 tons

burden, which had been built by the

Missionaries, was launched at Oponohu
harbour, in Eimeo. On this occasion

Pomare performed the usual ceremo-

nies, and as he passed along, pronoun-

ced the words " laorana Haweis,'' (i. e.

Prosperity be to the Haweis.") It

Avas the particular wish of Pomare that

the vessel should be called after the late

Dr. Haweis, as he had shown himself a

distinguished friend of the Otaheiteans.*

* See an interesting letter from Pomare to the

Doctor, inserted in the EvanztHad Mat;azm< for

February,

OP POMAKi:. ^05

On the S3J Feb. 1818, died Teina,

Pomare's infant son. By this bereave-

ment the Queen was greatly distressed,

but the King did not appear to be much
affected by it.

On the 13th May, 1818, a general

meeting of the natives w as held in Ei-

meo, when it w'as agreed to form a
" Taheitean Auxiliary Missionary So-

ciety," in aid of the Parent Society in

England. On this occasion Pomare de-

livered a sensible and interesting ad-

dress, in which it was his object to ex-

cite his subjects to the display of great-

er liberality in the cause of the Gospel

than they had ever formerly shown in

favour of idolatry. The King was ap-

pointed President of the Society. The

first anniversary of this Institution was

held in what was called the Royal Mis-

sion Chapel, in the district of Pare, Ota-

heite, in May, 1819. on which occasion

Pomare presided, and at least 5000 of

the natives were present. The King

and some of the pious Chiefs, as well as

Missionaries, addressed the meeting.

Three of the Brethren preached at one

time to three very large congregations,

which w'ere all collected within the

Royal Chapel.t On the following Sab-

bath the King was baptized in the pre-

sence of a numerous assemblage of his

subjects, Mr Bicknell administered the

rite, and Mr. Henry addressed the peo-

ple on the occasion,

Pomare is about six feet in height,

and proportionably stout, but stoops^

and has rather a heaAy appearance.

He is about forty-five years of age.

There is something morose in the ordi-

nary aspect of his countenance, but this

disappears the moment he enters into

conversation. His voice is soft and

agreeable ; his address prepossessing
;

his manners easy and affable, and his

disposition kind, generous, and forgi-

ving. He spends much of his time in

making tours through the different parts

of his dominions, accompanied by nu-

merous attendants. When in his house,

t The Royal Chapel is 7l2 feet long, by 54

wide. There are three pulpits, 260 feet apart

from e.ich other. 29 door?, and 133 windows.
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he sits on a mat, which is laid over-

grass, previously spread on the floor.

He writes a great number of letters,

keeps a journal, and is compiling a vo-

cabulary of his own language. His

posture, when writing, is to lie at full

length on the ground- He is very in-

ferior to his father in energy of charac-

ter, and displays little of his disposition

SOCIETIES. [dE( .

to promote improvement, either in tho

erection of habitations, or in the culti-

vation of the ground.

Pomare has living one daughter (Ai-

mata) by his second Queen, TarUtaria.

To his present Queen, Tane,Avho is the

daughter of Tapa, King of Raiatea, and

who is his third wife, he was married in

the year 1814.

mejfiort^ of ^otittit0.

FIFTEENTH REPORT OF THE AFRICAN INSTITUTION.

DKLIVERED AT FREEMASON'S TAVERN, LONDON,

MARCH 2a, 1821.

ISeleded from the July number of the London Missionary Register.]

Present Objects of the Institution.

Fourteen years have now elapsed,

since the Bill for the Abolition of the

Slave Trade became an Act of the Im-

perial Parliament of Great Britain.

Soon after this memorable event had

taken place, the African Institution

was established
;

principally with a

Tiew to the civilization of that large

portion of the globe, which had so long

been kept, by the pernicious effects of

this Traffic, in a state of the grossest

darkness and barbarism. But, aware

that this great object could not possibly

be effected, so long as the Slave Trade

should be allowed to exist, the Mem-
bers of the African Institution deemed

it of essential importance to watch

over, and to enforce with the greatest

care and attention, the strict execution

of the Abolition Act.

Recapitulation of Measures and En-
gagements relative to the Slave Trade.

It having been found, however, that

the penalties of that Act were not suffi-

cient to deter British Subjects from

continuing the Slave Trade, Parliament,

in the year 1811, enacted that every

British Subject, and every person re-

siding within the British Dominions,

who should in any wise be concerned in

the Slave T/ade, should be deemed a

felon, and might be punished by trans-

portation, for a term not exceeding

fourteen years ; and thus the British

Law at present remains.

This Act tended greatly to restrain,

if not to extinguish, except in the Isle

of France, the British Slave Trade :

and while the nation continued at war,

the Slave Trade of other States was al-

so much diminished ; so that Africa

was, for a time relieved, in a considera-

ble degree, from the desolating effects

of this Traffic.

But the return of peace to Europe,

having put an end to the belligerent

right of search, was the signal for an

extensive revival of the Slave Trade in

Africa accompanied with more than its

usual miseries.

It became, therefore, the anxious wish

of the Directors, by means of the influ-

ence which this country had acquired,

not merely to obtain the concurrence of

all the powers of Europe in the Aboli-

tion of the Slave Trade, but to induce

the Maritime States to agree to such a

modified right of mutual search, even

during peace, as should tend to make

that Abolition effectual.

In both these objects, our Govern-

ment has, in different degrees, succeed-

ed. Besides obtainins; from the Con-
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gress of Vienna the memorable declara-

tion which denounced the Slave Trade

as " the desolation of Africa, the de-

gradation of Europe, and the afflicting

scourge of humanity," and which af-

firmed that the final triumph of the

Cause of the Abolition would be " one

of the greatest monuments of the age

which undertook it, and which should

have gloriously carried it into complete

effect," France and the Netherlands

were prevailed upon to sign Treaties

stipulating for the total and immediate

Abolition of this Trade. The result of

the efforts used with Spain and Portu-

gal was not so favourable. Both these

Powers, however, agreed forthwith to

confine their Slave Trade within cer-

tain specified limits. Portugal still re-

fused to fix any precise period for the

final abandonment of it ; but Spain

consented totally to abolish it from the

30th of May, 1820, five months being

allowed for completing the voyages

that might have been commenced pri-

or to that period.

The Governments of Portugal, Spain,

and the Netherlands, further agreed to

admit the proposed right of search
;

but neither the French nor the Ame-
rican Government could be prevailed

on to assent to this important arrange-

ment.

Extent to which the Slave Trade is

carried on.

The vast extent to which the Slave

Trade on the West Coast of Africa con-

tinues to be carried on, is proved by ac-

counts received from the River Bonny,
dated in July and August, in the last

year ; from which it appears, that from
March to July in that year, there had
usually been in the Bonny from nine to

sixteen Slaving Vessels of all descrip-

tions at the same time, each capable of

carrying from 300 to 700 Slaves ; and
that two of these vessels, which were
there in March, and had then sailed to

the West Indies, had returned in July,

and were engaged in their second voy-

age. During the above period of five

or six mouths, 120 sail of French. Spa-

TITUTIOX. !^07

nish, and Portuguese vessels had visit-

ed the River Bonny for the purpose of

procuring Slaves ; in consequence of

which, the preparation of palm-oil is

said to have been totally neglected by

the Natives.

An account received from a Gentle-

man on board the Cyane, an American

Sloop of War, which was sent to cruize

on the coast of Africa, for the purpose

of suppressing the American Slave

Trade, dated in April last, states, that;

since passing the river Sherbro, that

vessel had detained ten slave ships, four

of which were sent in for adjudication :

but the others, being well covered by

fabricated papers, were given up. The

number of vessels engaged in this inhu-

man traffic, the writer says, was incre-

dible : he supposed that not few'er than

200 sail were on the coast at the date

of his letter, all of them fast sailers, well

manned and armed, and many of them

owned by Americans, though under fo-

reign flags. The Cyane had been con-

stantly chasing, night and day, since

her arrival on the coast; and sometimes

had several slave ships in sight, at the

same time.

When Governor MacCarthy visited

Bathurst, in the river Gambia, in the

month of August last, on his way to

Europe, he learnt, on undoubted autho-

rity, that the Slave Trade was at that

time carried on with great activity, by
various merchants both of Senegal and

Goree. These persons, were pointed

out to him ; and it was added, that they

had established agents for this purpose

at a small village called Albreda, in the

river Gambia, about 40 miles above its

mouth. Albreda was formerly a French

Factory dependent on Goree. By the

treaty of 1783, it will be seen that

France relinquished all right to its occu-

pation. Indeed by the terms of that

treaty, which has not since undergone

any modification, it clearly appears that

the river Gambia was as effectually and

unreservedly ceded to Great Britain, as

the river Senegal was to France ;
and,

as France would fairly object to our at-

tempting to re-establish ourselves on
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any part of the Senegal, or even to na-

vigate that river at all, so are we enti-

tled to maintain the same exclusive

right of occupation and navigation in

respect to the Gambia.

Since the British establishment of

Bathurst was formed on the island of

St. Mary's, near the mouth of the river,

no French vessel has been allowed to

enter or leave the river Avithout under-

going an examination. Notwithstand-

ing this restriction, however, a very

considerable Slave Trade is carried on

by the French Factors of Albreda,

throughout the whole length of the river

Gambia
;

for, although the authorities

at Bathurst do not permit any vessel

with slaves on board to pass that set-

tlement, yet they are carried in canoes

to the left bank of the river ; and

thence conveyed by land to Cacho or

Cazamens. whence they are shipped for

the West Indies. By these means the

whole of that noble river, which would

otherwise be entirely free from this

traffic, is, from one end to the other of

its navigable course, exceeding 1000

miles, made the scene of the atrocities

of the Slave Trade : and thus not only

is the progress of civilization and im-

provement in that fertile region retard-

ed, and the natives prevented from

pursuing a course of peaceful industry

and beneficial intercourse ; but wars

are excited among them, and the sur-

rounding districts are inv^olved in de-

predation and blood. Such being the

case, it appears to be highly expedient

that the British Government should

claim the strict execution of the provi-

sions of the treaty of 1783. This mea-

sure is pressed on us, under existing

circumstances, by the highest moral

considerations ; and Great Britain there-

fore seems bound to vindicate her ex-

clusive right to the navigation of this

river, were it only to deliver our suffer-

ing fellow-creatures, in that quarter of

the globe from the violence and cupi-

dity of the Slave Traders. This subject

the Directors believe is now under dis-

cussion between the two Governments.

Extent and Enormities of the French

Slave Trade.

Of the Extent of this Trade,

the following extract sufficient-

ly testifies. It is abundantly

confirmed by witnesses and
documents, brought forward by
the Directors :

—

In the year 1820, the French Slave

Trade had swelled to a more enor-

mous extent than at any former period.

During the first six or seven months of

that year, the coast of Africa is descri-

bed as having actually swarmed v/ith

French Slave Ships. A distinguished

Officer of the British Navy, who was

himself an eye-witness to the fact,

w^riting on the subject with deliberation,

and after his attention had been called

to a careful recollection of what he had

seen, uses this remarkable expression :

The number of French Slave Ships

now on the coast is something incre-

dible."

The Spanish Slave Trade having

ceased universally in May 1820, and

England possessing by treaty the right

of seizing and confiscating Spanish con-

trabandists, the flag of that nation can-

not now be safely employed by Slave

ships. On this account the French flag

is eagerly sought after, not only by Spa-

niards, but by Americans and Portu-

guese, in order to protect their criminal

traffic ; it being the opprobrious distinc-

tion of France, that her flag alone can

now be safely resorted to for the pro-

tection of Slave ships to the northward

of the Equator.

Manner in which the engagements of
various European Powershave been

fulfdled.

The Directors now proceed
to give some account of the

manner in which the engage-

ments of these different nations

on the subject of the Slave

Trade have been fulfilled.

By France.
Notwithstanding the stipulations en-

tered into by France for the Abolition
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of the Slave Trade, the Directors have

had the painful duty, year after year,

of exhibiting to the Institution nume-

rous and irrefragable proofs of the con-

tinuance of this Traffic by the subjects

of that kingdom. They are much con-

cerned to say, that the account which

they have now to render of the state of

the French Slave Trade is even more

afflicting than any which has preceded

it. Indeed, so multiplied and so fla-

grant have been of late the violations of

the French law on this subject ; to such

an extent, and with such impunity, has

this trade been carried on, almost with-

out the aifectation of disguise ; that the

evil, practically speaking, could scarce-

ly have been greater, had it been ac-

tually tolerated by the Government of

France.

Of the enoimllics attending

the French trade, the Directors

state two cases, the details of

which cannot be read without

horror. These are the cases of

the ships Le Rodeur and La
Jeune Estelle. We shall ab-

stract the particulars of each
with as much brevity as practi-

cable :

—

Le Rodeur left Havre for the coast of

Africa, and reached her destination the

14th of March 1819, anchoring at Bonny,

in the river Calabar. The crev.*, con-

sisting of twenty-two men, enjoyed good

health during the outward voyage, and

during their stay at Bonny, where they

continued till the 6th of April.

They had observed no trace of Oph-

thalmia among the natives ; and it was
not until fifteen days after they had set

sail on the return voyage and the vessel

was near the equator, that they percei-

ved the first symptoms of this/rightful

malady. It was then remarked that the

negroes, who, to the number of one

hundred and sixty, were crowded toge-

ther in the hold and between the decks,

had contracted a considerable redness

of the eyes, which spread with singular

rapidity. No great attention was at first

paid to these symptoms ; which were

thought to be caused only by the want

of air in the hold, and by the scarcity of

water which had already begun to be

felt. At this time, they were limited to

eight ounces of water a day for each

person ; which quantity was afterwards

reduced to the half of a wine glass. By
the advice of the surgeon, the negroes

were brought upon deck in succession,

in order that they might breathe a purer

air. But it became necessary to aban-

don this expedient, salutary as it was,

because many of those negroes affected

with Nostalgia (i. e. a passionate desire

to revisit their native land) threw them-

selves into the sea, locked in each

other's arms.

The disease which had spread itselfso

rapidly and frightfully among the Afri-

cans, soon began to infect all on board.

The sufferings of the people add the

number of the blind augmented every

day ; so that the crew were seized with

the dread of not being able to make the

West Indies, if the only sailor who had

hitherto escaped the contagion, and on
whom their whole hope rested, should

become blind like the rest.

This calamity had actually befallen

the Leon, a Spanish vessel, which the

Rodeur met with on her passage, and

the whole of whose crew having become

blind, were under the necessity of alto-

gether abandoning the direction of their

ship. They entreated the charitable in-

terference of the Rodeur ; but the sea-

men of this vessel could not either quit

her to go on board the Leon on account

of the cargo of negroes ; nor receive

the crew of the Leon on board the Ro-

deur, in which there was scarcely room
for themselves. The difficulty of taking

care of so large a number of sick in so

confined a space, and the total want of

fresh meat and of medicines, made them

envy the fate of those who were about

to become I'le victims of a death which

seemed to them inevitable, and the con-

sternation was general. The Leon has

not been since heard of, and in all pro-

bability was lost.

The Rodeur reached Gaudaloupe on

the 21st of June. 1819, her crew being
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in a most deplorable condition. Of the

negroes, thirty-nine had become per-

fectly blind—twelve had lost an eye

—

and fourteen \rere affected with ble-

mishes more or less considerable. Of

the crew, twelve lost their sight entirely,

among whom was the surgeon—five be-

came blind of one eye, one of them

being the captain—and four were par-

tially injured.

It is stated, among other things, that

the captain caused several of the ne-

groes who were prevented in the at-

tempt to throw themselves overboard,

to be shot and hung, in the hope that

the example might deter the rest from

a similar conduct. But even this seve-

rity proved unavailing ; and it became

necessary to confine the slaves entirely

to the hold, during the remainder of the

voyage. It is further stated, that up-

ward of thirty of the slaves who became

blind were thrown into the sea and

drowned ; on the principle, that, had

they been landed at Gaudaloupe, no

one would have bought them, and that

the proprietors would consequently

have incurred the expense of maintain-

ing them without the chance of any re-

turn : while, by throwing them over-

board, not only was this certain loss

avoided, but ground was also laid for a

claim on the underwriters by whom the

cargo had been insured ; and who are

said to have allowed the claim, and

made good the value of the slaves thus

destroyed.

At the statement of this case,

and particularly of the fact last

mentioned, by M. Constant, in

the Chamber of Deputies, an
expression of horror very natu-

rally pervaded the Assembly.

The other case is as follows :

The master of the La Jeune Estelle,

on the vessel being boarded, on the 4th

of March, 1820, by the boats of His

Majesty's ship Tartar, commanded by
Sir G. Collier, declared that he had
been plundered of his slaves, and that

none remained on board. Hi."? agitation

SOCIETIES. [dec,

and alarm, however, excited suspicion :

and led to an examination of the ves-

sel's hold. During this examination, a

sailor, who struck a cask which was

tightly closed up, heard a faint voice

issue from it, as of a creature expiring.

The cask was immediately opened, when
two girls, of about twelve or fourteen

years of age, in the last stage of suffoca-

tion, were found to be enclosed in it :

and, by this providential interposition,

were probably rescued from a miserable

death.

These girls, when brought on the deck

of the Tartar, were recognised by a

person on board, who had been taken

prisoner in another slave ship, as hav-

ing been the property of the captain of

a schooner belonging to New-York.
An investigation having taken place, it

appeared that this American contra-

bandist had died at a place on the coast

called Trade Town, leaving behind him
fourteen slaves, of whom these two
girls formed a part ; and that, after his

death, the master of the vessel had land-

ed his crew, armed with swords and

pistols, and carried these fourteen slaves

on board the Jeune Estelle.

With respect to the other twelve, no

distinct information could be obtained

beyond Ihe assertion of the master, that

he had been plundered of them by a

Spanish pirate ; but it was recollected,

with horror, by the officers of the Tar-

tar, that when they first began the

chase of La Jeune Estelle, they had

seen several casks floating past them, in

which they now suspected that these

wretched beings might have been en-

closed
;
having been thrown overboard

by this man, to elude the detection of

his piratical proceedings. It was now
impossible, however, to ascertain the

fact, as the chase had led them many
leagues to leeward : and even after they

had consumed the time, which would

have been necessaiy, by beating to

windward, to reach the place where the
i

chase commenced, there were many
chances against their again seeing the

casks ; and not the slightest probability,

that any of the slaves enclospd in thrm.
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iftheywere so enclosed, would be found

still alive.

The Directors have not failed to com-

municate these painful facts to his Ma-

jesty's Government ; and they know

that strong representations have been

made on the subject to the Crovernment

of France ; with what effect remains

to be seen. That Government seems

bound in good faith, to assign a satis-

factory reason, why crimes of such ex-

tent and atrocity should have continu-

ed, for so long a time, to be committed

by its subjects and under the protection

of its flag, in spite of its own solemn and

reiterated engagements to repress those

crimes"; and how it has happened, that

the perpetrators of them should hither-

to, almost without exception, have not

only enjoyed perfect impunity, but not

even been subjected to the discredit of

a public inquiry.

In the month of June last, the Minis-

ter of the Marine announced, in the

Chamber of Deputies, his intention of

proposing a further enactment to render

the Abolition effectual ; and the Direc-

tors have learnt that a promise to the

same effect was actually made to our

Government. They have looked for

its promulgation with considerable anx-

iety; especially as they Understood that

its object was to rank the Slave Trade

with those crimes which are subject to

an infamous and degrading punishment.

The enactment of such a Law in France

would be an important advance in the

cause of Abolition
;
for, without it, it is

to be feared that pecuniary penalties

will practically be of little avail, as they

may easily be provided against by a

higher rate of insurance, which the

enormous Frizes in this execrable Lot-

tery will well enable it to bear.

Since the publication of the

Report, this subject has been
brought forward in the Cham-
ber of Deputies of France. M.
Benjamin Constant urged the

necessity of the New Law, on
the ground of the inefficiency

of the present Code : and ap-

pealed, in evidence, to a num-
ber of facts, the chief of which

are contained in this Report.

His Speech excited a strong

feeling in the Chamber. The
Minister of Marine assigned as

his reason for not bringing for-

ward the New Law which he
had announced, that the Coun-
cil were of opinion that it would
be inexpedient in the present

state of the French Colonies.

In a vehement discussion which
followed, it was contended, on
the one side, that the existing

Laws against the Slave Trade
were sufficient

;
and, on the

other, that the only means of

averting the dangers which
threatened the French Colo-

nies, consisted in its entire

Abolition.

The Report proceeds

—

It is with great pain that the Direc-

tors have found themselves compelled

to dwell on these particulars of the

French Slave Trade. They by no

means intend or wish to implicate the

French Government, much less the

French Nation, yi an indiscriminate

charge of favouring the Slave Trade.

The King and the Nation, they doubt

not, sincerely desire its Abolition. By
what means their wishes have been so

completely frustrated, it might not be

expedient to attempt to specify. Thus

much, however, appears to them to be

proved almost to demonstration, that

some of the principal Members of the

French Government have been most

grossly imposed on by subaltern agents
;

and that the conduct of many of these

agents has been manifestly, either cor-

rupt, or, at the veiy least, criminally

negligent.

By Spain.

The French Flag is prostituted to

the protection of the Spanish Slave

Trade, which has now ceased to have

any legal existence. This fact is con-

firmed by recent intelligence from the
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Havannab, which represents the Slave

Trade there as in a very flourishing

state, and as chiefly carried on under

the flag of France. The Directors

have represented this circumstance to

Lord Castlereagh ; who agreed with

them that such proceedings were in

violation, not only of the engagements

cf France, but of the Treaty between

Great Britain and Spain for the Aboli-

tion of the Slave Trade ; and that

Spain should be called on to fulfil her

engagements, by effectually guarding

against such an abuse.

By Portugal.

The period for the Abolition of the

Slave Trade by Portugal remains still

undetermined
;

although various dis-

cussions have taken place respecting

it, between the British and Portuguese

Governments.

A flagrant instance of the barbarities,

which a familiarity with the Slave

Trade has a tendency to produce, re-

cently occurred in the case of a Por-

tuguese Vessel called the Volcano do

Sul. She was captured by his Majes-

ty's ship Pheasant, with 260 Slaves on

board : and, in the passage to Sierra

Leone, her captain and crew rose on

the British Officer and Sailors, murder-

ed them all, and thtyi carried the vessel

into Bahia, w here the Slaves were land-

ed and sold.

The Directoi-s trust that this atrocity

will be strictly investigated, with a

view to bring the perpetrators of it to

justice.

Whother the recent changes in the

Government of Portugal will afford any

facilities in arranging this matter, it is

impossible at present to say ; but they

have appeared to the Directors to afford

a favourable opportunity for distribu-

ting information in Portugal respecting

the real nature of the Slave Trade.

With this viev\f, the Directors have pro-

cured translations to be made into Por-

tuguese of the Spanish Tract entitled,

" Sketch of the Slave Trade, and Re-

flections on that Traffic," written some
years ago, at their request, by Mr.

Blanco White : and also of an abridg-

ment of Mr. Clarkson's History of the

Abolition of the Slave Trade. The

former work has already been found

useful, in enlightening the public mind

in Spain, and in promoting there the

Cause of the Abolition. The transla-

tions of these works are now printed

and ready for distribution.

Believing that the Public Mind in

other foreign countries is even y^i but

ill-informed respecting the nature of the

Slave Trade, the Directors have turned

their attention to the best means of dif-

fusing such information ; with a view

of exciting in those countries that mo-

ral abhorrence of this commerce to the

prevalence of which in England must

be attributed, not only our Acts for its

Abolition, but the degree in which

those Acts have proved effectual to their

object : for the Directors are well per-

suaded, that to the want of a similar

feeling, which a full acquaintance with

the innate criminality of this Trade

could not fail to generate, much of the

difficulty which has occurred to the Bri-

tish Government, in their representa-

tions on this subject to Foreign Pow-

ers, is to be ascribed.

REPOnX or A SPtCIAL COMMITTER.

It had been referred to a Spe-

cial Committee, to form a Di-

gest of the information relative

to the Slave Trade, recently

laid on the Table of the House
of Commons ; and to communi-
cate such Digest, with their

Observations thereon, to the

Board. This communication

was made to the Directors on

the 8th of May ; and has been

printed, by their order, as a

Supplement to the Annual Re-

port of the present year. It

occupies 1 80 pages ; and is fill-

ed with details, the nature and

bearing of which are clearly

stated,"by the Committee them-

selves, in the following summa-
rv of its content? :

—
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The Committee feel that it will be

impossible for any Member of the Afri-

can Institution to peruse these docu-

ments without strong emotions. They

exhibit, on the part of our Government,

a perpetual and painful struggle against

the apathy and negligence (to use the

very mildest terms of which the case

will admit) of those whom it has been

urging, almost without intermission, but

hitherto almost in vain, to perform their

solemn contracts, to redeem their re-

peated pledges, and to act up to their

public declarations.

If a close scrutiny might be able to

discover one or two instances, in which

opportunities oi" beneficial interference

may have been overlooked, even by our

own Government, yet the comparison

between its conduct in regard to the

Slave Trade and that of the other Mem-
bers of the Alliance, is too honourable

to Great Britain, and too gratifying to

the friends of Africa, to be passed w'lih-

ont observation.

In other countries, the men in power,

with few exceptions, appear to have

contented themselves with bare pro-

fessions, and to have made few or no

spontaneous exertions in this cause.

Even some of the best disposed among
them have appeared rather resentful of

complaint, as if it implied a charge of

insincerity, than earnest by their con-

duct to obviate the possibility of such

an imputation : nay, instances are not

wanting, still judging from appearan-

ces, where they have sought rather to

ftxcuse criminals, than to discover, to

punish, or even to restrain them. And
when such are the dispositions mani-

fested by persons in high station, it

Avere folly to indulge any other expec-

tation than that the subaltern agents

both abroad and at home should be not

only generally supine, but too frequent-

ly conniving and corrupt.

In the case of one Power, the Com-
mittee find the attempt revived to hide

the enormities of its Slave Trade under

the miserable pretence of concern for

the .souls of those, on whose bodily and

mental feelings they scruple not to in-

Hirt the most grievous of all injuries.

2\^

In another, they discover an appa-

rently fixed determination to cling to

this flagitious Commerce at all hazards,

unless it can wring, from the sympa-
thies of this country toward Africa, a
large redeeming price for the blood

which it will otherwise deliberately

shed, and for the agonies and tortures

which it will otherwise deliberately in-

flict.

By a third, of whom better things

might have been expected, the utmost
pains have been taken to establish such
a limitation of its own solemn engage-

ments, as must fritter away or wholly
destroy all the beneficial eifects which
they w ere designed to produce, so long
as one state in Europe shall be found
unprincipled enough to connive at

crimes which it has professed to re-

nounce and punish ; or so long as Por-
tugal, persisting in her determination

to perpetuate a trade which she has de-

clared to be a violation of the sacred

principles of religion and humanity,
shall be able to supply a human victim

from her own possessions in Angola, or
to glean man, woman, or child from the

interior of Africa.

Of the conduct of a fourth power, the

committee are unwilling to express

themselves in terms that would appro-

priately convey their feelings. They
will, therefore, abstain from the at-

tempt ; in the hope, that, in a country

where public opinion is not without

very considerable influence, and where
information may be widely diffused, the

bare statement of the facts of the case

will produce their due effect, both on
the government and the people.

They would only remark, that every
one of these governments, whose sub-

jects, it will be seen, carry on the Slave

Trade, almost without disguise, and cer-

tainly with impunity, has joined in the

unequivocal reprobation of the traflic,

in language as strong as the most sin-

cere detestation could suggest.

It seems important, also, to remark,

that while Great Britain has been Ava-

ging this unequal conflict with the ava-

rice and profligacy of the traders of so

many other states, which have certain-

AFRICAN IXSTlTUTfON.
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iy not shown any extraordinary ardour

in repressing the crimes of their own
subjects, it has derived but little aid

from the reclamations and remonstran-

ces of Austria, Russia, and Prussia : who
stand equally pledged with Great Bri-

tain, to enforce and execute the solemn

sentence pronounced on the Slave

Trade, by the powers of Europe assem-

bled in congress at Vienna ; and to pro-

vide that it shall not be rendered abor-

tive, by the arts or the influence of the

miscreants who are engaged in carrying

it on.

America alone has practically second-

ed our efforts with cordiality. But even
this power—anxious as the committee
believe her to be in her wishes to de-

stroy this enormous evil, in which too

many of her own- subjects still partici-

pate—is restrained, by certain constitu-

tional considerations, from that full co-

operation which is necessary to its ef-

fectual repression. If, however, the

report shall be confirmed—that she has,

by a legislative enactment, stamped the
Slave Trade with the brand of piracy

;

and subjected every citizen of the Uni-
ted States, as well as every foreigner

sailing under the American flag, who
shall be engaged in carrying it on, to

capital punishment—she will have ele-

vated her character to a height to

which other nations may look with en-

vy ; and she will have set an example,

which Great Britain, the committee
cannot doubt, will be among the veiy
first to imitate, and which must, sooner
or later, become a part of the universal

code of the civilized world.

Of the four powers referred

to in this extract, the first is that

of Spain—the second, Portugal—the third, the Netherlands

—

and the fourth, France. The
report that the United States

had made the Slave Trade pi-

racy, has been since confirmed.

Since the appearance of the
Supplemental Report, resolu-

tions and addresses to His Ma-

jesty grounded on the documents

contained therein, have been
unanimously adopted by both

Houses of Parliament—in the

House of Lords, on the motion

of the Marquis of Lansdowne

;

and in the House of Commons,
on that of Mr. Wilberforce.

These resolutions and ad-

dresses are in full accordance

with the sentiments of the spe-

cial committee above stated,

and enter at large and forcibly

into the conduct of the Euro-

pean powers. Of the late pro-

ceedings of the American States

it is said

—

In witnessing the conduct of the Le-

gislature of the United States on this

occasion, we are lod to reflect, with

grateful exultation on our common ori-

gin, and on those common laws and

institutions, whose liberal spirit has

prompted our American brethren to be

among the very foremost in thus stamp-

ing on a traffic in the persons of our

fellow-creatures its just character and

designation : and we cannot but express

our earnest hopes, that not only we our-

selves shall speedily follow so honour-

able an example, but that the day is not

far distant, when, by the general con-

currence of all civilized nations, this

detestable traffic shall be pronounced to

be piratical, to be an offence against all

human kind, which all are entitled and

bound by duty to suppress.

The conclusion of the reso-

lutions of the House of Com-
mons is worthy of the Repre-
sentatives of a free and enlight-

ened people :

—

While we thus entreat His Majesty, to

concert with other powers the means of

carrying into complete eff"ect this great

cause, we are not merely prompted by

a sense of what is due to the general

obligations of justice and humanity :

we cannot but feel, that to Africa we
owe a debt, which conscience and ho-

nour oblige us to repay ; and. though
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we congratulate His Majesty on the ge-

nerous zeal which Great Britain has ma-

nifested, and the costly sacrifices which

she has made, in vindicating, in this in-

stance, the rights and happiness of our

fellow-creatures, yet we cannot reflect,

without remorse, that we ourselves

were too long among the veiy foremost

in carrying on this guilty commerce.

Since we are now aware of its real

character, it becomes us to be earnest

and incessant in our endeavours to im-

press the truth on others who may have

been misled by our example. And, as

we contributed so largely to prolong

the misery and barbarism of the Afri-

cans, we should now be proportionably

earnest in using the means with which

Providence has endowed us, for pro-

moting their civilization and happiness.

SOCIETY FOR THE PROPAGATION OF THE GOSPEL.
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Receipts and Payments.

The Receipts of the year

have been as follows :

—

Benefactions, Legacies, L. s. d.

^ and Subscriptions - - 1458 15 0

Dividends, Rents, and An-

nuities 4264 6 2

Grant from Parliament, in

aid of Expenses in the

North-American Colo-

nies 11,512 10 0

17,235 11 2

The Payments were as fol

lows :

—

Salaries and Gratuities to* L.

Missionaries 14,265

Salaries to Schoolmasters, 820

Pensions 702

Exhibition to Scholars at

the College and Acade-

my in Nova Scotia - - 455 0 0
Books sent abroad - - - - 344 0 2
Salaries, Printing, and In-

cidentals 930 10 0
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17,527 4 7

The preceding statements re-

spect the General Account of
the Society.

From a separate statement in

reference to the East India Col-
lege, it appears that Collections

and Dividends, appropriated to

that object, have amounted to

312.3/. 4r/. ; and that the

Payments, for half-a-year's Sal-

aries to the two Professors, with

Books, Passage-money, and In-

cidentals, have been 1498/.

135. Gd.

The grant of 5000/. to the
Bishop of Calcutta, for the

erection of the College, was paid

by the sale of 6453/., 3^ per
Cents, being part of the Stock
purchased with the Collections

made under the authority of the

King's Letter.

Appointment of Professors to the Easi

India College.

On this subject the Board
state

—

Since the publication of the last Re-
port, the Society^ have received two
Letters from the Lord Bishop of Cal-

cutta, announcing the favourable pro-

gress which has been made in further-

ance of the views of the Society
; and

though no intelligence has been receiv-

ed of the actual commencement of the

buildings for the reception of the Pro-

fessors and Students, yet every neces-

sary preparation has been made for se-

curing to the Society the legal possess-

ion of the ground on which it is propo-
sed to erect the College. His Lordship's

Letters, addressed to the Society, will

put the public in possession of all the

proceedings which have taken place in

India
; and it is with infinite pleasure

that the Society are enabled to an-

nounce, that two Gentlemen, of very
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superior aUainments and exemplary-

characters, sailed from England last

August, to fill the situation of Principal

and Junior Professors of the College ; an

arrangement which will enable the Bish-

op to enter upon the arduous duties so

readily undertaken by his Lordship, at

the earliest possible period, and carry

into execution the ultimate views of

the society, for the propagation of the

Gospel throughout the Peninsula of

India.

Extractsfrom the Letters of the Lord

Bishop of Calcutta.

Xov. 30, 1819.—I have now the plea-

sure to acquaint you, for the information

of the society, that, through the favour

and distinguished liberality of his Ex-

cellency the Marquis of Hastings, I have

obtained from the Supreme Govern-

ment, a piece of land as a site, which,

in reference to the purpose contempla-

ted, is not surpassed by any other what-

ever : in truth, it is the spot to which

my attention was strongly directed,

before I had ventured to indulge the

hope of obtaining it.

The papers enclosed will convey to

you some idea of its locality and form.

It has not yet been accurately surveyed,

but it will be found, I believe, to con-

tain about twenty English acres : its dis-

tance from Calcutta is hardly three

miles ; and yet, by being on the oppo-

site side of the river, which is much
"wider than the Thames at Westminster,

but without any bridge, the College will

afford to the Students all the privacy

and retirement which can be desired :

at the same time, it will be a conspi-

cuous object, presenting itself to the

notice of our countrymen on their first

approach to this capital. I have every

reason to hope that the situation will

be found healthy : that side of the river

is generally preferred ; and the College

grounds will be open to the south, the

river in that reach lying nearly east and
west. The benefit of this position will

be evident, when it is recollected, that,

during the hot season, from March to

September or October, the wind blow?

SOCIKTIE>. [dE( ,

constantly from the southward. Close

adjoining, to the westward, is the Hon.

Company's Botanic Garden ; and to its

beautiful and shady walks on the banks

of the river, the Professors will, no

doubt, have free access ; with the fur-

ther advantage, in case of sudden ill-

ness, of medical aid close at hand, in

the Superintendent of the Garden. Nor
is it, perhaps, to be altogether disregard-

ed in an Establishment of this sort, that

the scenery is such as to gratify and

soothe the mind ; directly in front of

the College will be a fine expanse of

Vk^ater, on which vessels are continually

passing to or from Calcutta; and on the

opposite bank, is the line of villas

which adorn the Garden Pteach. It may
also be expected, that the College Cha-

pel will afford an opportunity of attend-

ing the Service of the Church, to seve-

ral of the residents on that side of the

water, who are at present precluded

from it by the difficulty of crossing the

river : they will still, indeed, be at some
distance ; but by many, it may be

hoped, this will not be regarded.

My views of the usefulness of the es-

tablishment have not at all contracted,

since I had the honour of proposing it.

In order to its realizing these views, it

must be capable of educating pupils,

not only from the provinces within this

Archdeaconry, where Hindoostanec and

Bengalee are the languages principally

used : but also, in due time, from dis-

tricts where the Tamul, the Teloogoo,

the Mahratta, the Cingalese, and per-

haps the Malay, and one or two others,

are respectively vernacular ; that is to

say, from almost every part of the con-

tinent and islands of Asia subject to Bri-

tish authority, as contemplated in the

King's letter. But this will require resi-

dent Moonshees, from the several dis-

tricts ; who shall be competent to teach

their respective languages to English

missionaries, during their residence in

college, before they proceed to their

stations ; and also to assist the Profes.-?-

ors in conveying instmclion to pupil^

brought from the same countries, as well

as in making translations for the K?e ot
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the inhabitants. But this supposes build-

ings, co-extensive with the objects of

the Institution : the Moonshees must, in

time, be numerous ; and the students

must be as many as may be required to

keep up a supply of Native missionaries,

catechists, and schoolmasters, for all

the stations which we may be enabled

to support.

Our printing establishment must also,

after a time, be considerable ; and it

will form a very important department

of our labours. A difficulty, indeed, is

sometimes found in the want of proper

channels for the distribution of what is

printed;. but, in this respect, we shall

possess pre-eminent advantages. Inde-

pendently of our missionaries, &c. we
may look to the co-operation of the

District Committees of the Society for

Promoting Christian Knowledge, esta-

blished at the three Presidencies and at

Colombo ;
and, more recently, at Prince

of Wales's Island, in the Straits of Ma-

lacca ; so that every part of India and

the Islands is within the sphere of their

agency ;
and, in co-operating with the

college in the distribution of works issu-

ing from its press, they Vv ould materially

increase their own efficiency. An ap-

plication from the Bombay Committee

to the Society has actually been made,

in reference to the expediency of print-

ing books in the native languages. The

several committees might have Oriental

publications from the college, on re-

duced terms, in the same manner that

they purchase English books and tracts

from the Society in London. The com-
mittees v»'ould thus be subsidiary to the

college, and the college to the com-
mittees.

Considerable funds will obviously be

requisite for carrying on such extensive

o{)erations : but when it is seen, that

funds alone arc wanting to give life and

energy, in all its parts, to a comprehen-

sive system—of which, however, the

objects, and bearings, and mutual de-

pendency, are easily understood—

I

should hope that public patronage would

be granted to the full extent required.

.August 25, 1820.—I enclose, for the

Dec. 1821. 2S

satisfaction of the Society, a copy of a

grant of land from the governor-general

in council, in the name and on the be-

half of the Hon. East-India Company,
for the site of the Mission College. The

expense will be about 10,000/.: the same

quantity of building would in England

cost considerably more. One cause of

delay, has been my endeavour to re-

duce the expense ; but I have found it

impossible, consistently with the dura-

bility of the fabric and the extensive

operations holden out to the public in

the king's letter : less, in fact, than is

now proposed w ould be very impolitic

in the present circumstances of India.

The person w ith whom I am about to

contract, has the reputation of being the

ablest builder in Bengal ; and a military

gentleman, one of the inspectors of go-

vernment buildings, will from time to

time report to me on the progress and

execution of the work : greater precau-

tion, therefore, is not possible.

The buildings w ill contain accommo-

dation for three professors, married ;

one (newly arrived) missionary, mar-

ried ; one missionary, unmarried ; and

twenty students ; and proportionally

more students, if any of tlie professors

and all the missionaries be single men.

One or two rooms may also be appointed

for lectures. A range of offices w ill be

detached. The printing-house is not in-

cluded; but it will not be immediately

required : there will be room in col-

lege, to carry on the prinUng for a year

or two probably, after the college is

opened. The appearance of the whole

from the river will be very striking

;

and such as the first collegiate Institu-

tion founded in this country ought to

exhibit.

It is not easy for the Society to esti-

mate too highly, with reference to the

object, the value of the land (about

twenty acres) of which the grant is en-

closed. In point of situation, it is every

thing that could be desired ; and the

builder assures me, that a firmer and
drier spot is no where to be met w ith.

The Kharana mentioned in the grant is

a quit-rent to the government, of little

amount, and certain. The clauses of
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resumption, the Society will perceive

to be reasonable, and necessary on the

part of the Company ; and they cannot

operate, except in circumstances which

would render the estate no longer of

any use to the Society.

I rejoice to hear that the contribu-

tions raised by the King's letter, have

been so considerable*; and I have no

doubt, that when the college is actually

built and known to be in operation, it

will find abundant support.

Missionaries and Teachers in Bri-

tish America.

yewfonndland—At 14 Stations, there

are 6 Missionaries, at Salaries of 200^.

each : and 11 Schoolmasters, whose Sti-

pends together amount to 175/. There

have been 52 Marriages, 196 Baptisms,

168 Communicants, and 83 Burials.

Xova Scolia—At 34 Stations, there

sre 20 Missionaries, of whom, one at

Halifax has 400/. per annum ; 16 have

200/. each ; one has 100/., one 30/.,

and one 20/. ; beside whom, a Visiting

Missionary has 300/. per annum : of

27 Schoolmasters and 5 Schoolmis-

tresses, a Master at Halifax on the

National System has 150/. per annum,

and a Mistress 50/. ; of all the rest, the

Stipends amount together to 400/.

Marriages, 276—Baptisms, 947—Com-
municants, 669 : of these, 300 are at

Halifax, where the population is 5582

Males and 5523 Females—Burials, 198.

Xew Brunsivick—At 18 Stations, there

are 12 Missionaries at 200/. per annum
each, and 2 at 100/. each : of 14 School-

masters, one at St. John's on the Na-

tional System has a Salary of 50/., and

the other 13 have Salaries amounting

to 185/. : of 2 Schoolmistresses, one on

the National System at St. John's has

20/., and the other 10/. Marriages, 256

—Births, 561—Communicants, 606

—

Burials, 146.

Cape Breton—At 2 Stations, there are,

one Missionary at 200/. per annum,

1 Schoolmasters at 15/. each, and one

Schoolmistress at 10/. Marriages, 16

—

Baptisms, 136-^Communicaiits. 87

—

Bnrla.l? 6.

Prince Edward's Island—One Mis-

sionary at 200/. and another at 100/.

Upper Canada—At 17 Stations, there

are 17 Missionaries ; of whom, one at

York has 275/. per annum, 15 have

200/. each, and one has 50/. The Mis-

sionary at Ancaster has 20/. in addition,

as Visitor of the Indians ; and there is

a Schoolmaster for the Mohawks at 20/.,

and a Catechist at 10/. per annum.
Marriages, 118—Baptisms, 348—Com-
municants, 367—Burials, 115.

Lower Canada—At 15 Stations, there

are 15 Missionaries ; of whom, one has

215/. per annum, 13 have 200/. each, and
one 100/. : a Visiting Missionary has 300/.

per annum. Marriages, 87—Baptisms,

266—Communicants, 210—Burials, 57.

Advantages of the Appointment of

Visiting Missionaries.

The measure adopted in the year

1819, of appointing Visiting Missiona-

ries for such places as were not yet pre-

pared for the reception of a resident

Minister, and carried into effect last

year by the appointment of the Hon.
and Rev. Dr. Stewart and the Rev. J.

Burnyeat, in the respective Dioceses of

Quebec and Nova Scotia, to fill those

Stations, has been productive of all (he

beneficial consequences which were ex-

pected by those whose local and cir-

cumstantial knowledge pointed out to

them the expediency of the measure.

The Reports of these valuable Mis-

sionaries will amply justify the wisdom

of the proceeding ; and prove the la-

mentable want of all religious instruc-

tion, which is observable throughout

the wide districts traversed by these

Gentlemen.

While, however, the entire absence

of all spiritual information which per-

vades so large a part of His Majesty's

Colonies cannot be contemplated with-

out emotions of the deepest sorrow, it

affords some consolation to the heart

which takes an interest in the eternal

welfare of its Brethren, to mark the

anxious desire for religious knowledge

which prev?ih through (he mo.^t distant

REPORTS OF SOCIETIES:.
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Settlements, and the cordial welcome

with which the Messenger of the Gospel

was every where received. At the same

time, it must be a peculiar satisfaction

to the Members of the Society, to feel

that they and their predecessors have

been, during a long course of years, the

instruments, in the hands ofProvidence,

of conveying to their fellow-subjects

those Divine Truths, which they ac-

knowledge to be the source of all fu-

ture hope, and the absence of which is

lamented by the desolate exile as the

bitterest misfortune of his lot. It is

difficult to describe the feelings of joy
and gratitude, with which some of the

elder people listened to those Prayers

and joined in that Form of Worship, to

which they had been accustomed in

their early days, before they left their

native land to seek a relief from the

evils of poverty.

TWELFTH REPORT OF THE AMERICAxN BOARD OF COxMMIS-

SIONERS FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS.

PRESENTED AT THE ANNUAL MEETING, HELD AT SPRINGFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS^

SEPTEMBER 19, 1821.

Jeremiah Evarts, Esq. Corresponding Secretary_ and Treasurer.

* This Report has not jet been published entire. Its intro-

duction, however, is given in the Boston Missionary Herald for

November. We regret that, notwithstanding our efforts, we have
not been able to procure any additional portion of this document
for our present number.

REPORT, &c.

Introduction.

Amid numerous indications of the

divine favour toward the cause, in which

the members of this Board are embark-

ed, one event has transpired, which

comes home to each of our hearts with

all the poignancy of a personal afflic-

tion, while it rests upon us, and upon

the friends of missions generally, with

all the weight of a public calamity.

Our beloved and revered Correspond-

ing Secretary has finished his earthly

course ;—a course of pre-eminent use-

fulness, dignity, and Christian virtue,

terminating at the seat of a highly fa-

voured mission, and in a manner most

consoling to survivors, and honourable

to the work, which had so long em-

ployed his best affections, and received

the benefit of his efficient services.

it seems not less the dictate of justice

and propriety than of feeling, to advert,

on this occasion, to the many excellent

qualities, by which our departed friend

and associate was distinguished. The

strictly religious integrity of his charac-

ter, his disinterestedness in promoting

the welfare of the church, his great

prudence and sagacity in the manage-

ment of important concerns, his habit-

ual piety in acknowledging God as the

only Foundation of hope, and the only

Author of success, in attempts to me-
liorate the condition of man,—his en-

larged benevolence, the genuine effect

of Christian principle operating on a

powerful understanding,—his strong

and inviolable attachment to the Mis-

sionary cause,—and his assiduous and

laborious attention to the duties of his

office, will not be forgotten by any, who
were intimately acquainted with him ;

and, least of all, by those, who were so

happy as to be associated with him, ia

exertions for the promotion of the Re-

deemer's kingdom. Of his superior in-

telligence, and his great practical wis-

dom, the world has abundant proofs in

various writings, composed by him as a

functionary of this Board, and publish-

ed by its authority. His impressive ex-

hibition of motives to activity in the di-

vine work of sending the Gospel to the
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heathen ; his animating appeals to the

liberality, and to the kind and generous

feelings of the Christian public ; his con-

vincing representations of the ability of

the American churches, to take a vi-

gorous and active part in the noblest ot

all charities ; his earnest exhortations

to the performance of acknowledged

duties ; and his easy and gentle, but

complete, refutation of common objec-

tions, place him among the ablest and

most successful advocates of missions.

No man of discernment, who admits

the Gospel to be a remedial system,

intended for the salvation of mankind,

can read the reports and addresses,

which proceeded from his pen, without

a full conviction, that the claims of the

heathen world upon Christendom are

irresistible.

Your Committee cannot refrain from

expressing their deep sense of the great

and peculiar loss, which they have ex-

perienced by this painful bereavement.

They had long enjoyed the most unre-

served intimacy with the deceased. In

numerous consultations, of a very so-

lemn and sacred character, they had

witnessed his uncommon industry, his

superior judgment, and his fidelity in

the service of his Divine Master. Uni-

formly kind, obliging, and respectful to

his brethren of the Committee, he se-

cured their cordial attachment ;
and, in

the lapse of years, the affectionate in-

terchange of thoughts and feelings

ripened into the tenderest personal

friendship. An intea'course thus formed,

and thus cemented, could not be sud-

denly broken off, without tearing asun-

der some of the strongest ligaments,

which bind the hearts of men together.

The Committee doubt not they shall

receive the condolence of their breth-

ren on this severe affliction. Indeed

many assurances of heartfelt sympathy

have already been communicated, from

respected friends of missions in differ-

ent and remote parts of our country,

who were not acquainted with the man
whose memory they revere, except by

his public character and his benevolent

labours. The Committee in their turn,

[dk( .

and in unison with the feelings of the

Christian public generally, condole

with the afflicted family, from which its

earthly support, and counsellor, and

guide, has been suddenly removed.

But the family and all other survivors,

have great and heavenly consolations,

while they contemplate the bright ex-

ample and the favoured exit of our de-

parted friend and brother. He is not

dead, but translated to a new and glo-

rious life. As his earthly tabernacle

was about to be dissolved, his love for

the cause of Christ became more in-

tense, his piety more elevated, his trust

in God unshaken. He neither lived to

himself nor died to himself. His life was
a series of beneficent actions, begun

from principle, pursued with ardour,

and completed with holy triumph. His

removal was in strict accordance with

his progressive advancement in holiness,

—a seemly continuation of the same

uniform history ;—the links, which con-

nect the heavenly state with this vale

of tears, shining with peculiar lustre.

Though our dull organs of sense will

never again hear his voice, or see his

revered form, yet he speaks to us from

heaven, in language which cannot be

misunderstood. He urges us to self-de-

nial, to activity, to diligence, to resolu-

tion, to perseverance, in our exertions

to make known the name of our Saviour

among the heathen nations. He admo-

nishes us, that few will be the years, in

which we can enjoy the honour and

the privilege of serving our Lord, by

our humble agency in causing his Gos-

pel to be proclaimed ; that the necessi-

ties of a world groaning under the do-

minion of sin are imperious, and must

not be deferred ; and that the command
of our ascended Redeemer cannot be

treated whh indifferehce, especially in

this day of increased means, of power-

ful encouragements, of divine attesta-

tions to the efficacy of the Gospel among

the most depraved and barbarous of our

race. He assures us, that if, distrusting

ourselves, and relying upon the all-suf-

ficiency of God, we faithfully discharge

our known duty, we cannot fail of an

REPORTS OF SOCIETIES.
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eventual triumph, and an eternal re-

ward.

Let US then, brethren, listen to this

monitory voice. Let us gird ourselves

for unwearied labour. Let us follow

the banners of the great Captain of sal-

vation ; and, however feeble in our-

selves, let us expect ultimately to pre-

vail through divine power, and to share,

with all the marshalled hosts of the

Lord, in that great victory over sin and

Satan, which shall be celebrated in the

regions of light, by songs of everlasting

joy and praise.

UNITED FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

Since our last publication, we have received Letters from the

Superintendent of the Union Mission to the 28th of September,

and a copy of the Journal from the 29th of May to the 1st of Sep-

tember, inclusive. Extracts of the former will be found in the

present number ; but as these communications were not recei-

ved before the matter for this number was principally arranged,

we are obliged to reserve the Journal for our next.

Several of the family and a number of their hired men were
attacked with fever, during the heat of summer. In consequence
of their sickness, they have not made as great progress in their

various improvements, as they had expected. Still, they have
cut and stacked twenty tons of hay, erected a number of log

buildings which were deemed indispensable, and made some
preparations for the permanent Mission house. Among the

buildings put up during ' the summer, they mention, a lodging

room for their hired men, a storehouse, a kitchen, and a school-

house. The Journal mentions, that they had already received

a few of the Indian children into the family and the school.

The friends of the Mission will rejoice to learn, that hostilities

between the Osages and Cherokees are still suspended, and that

there is ground to hope that the misunderstanding between the

two nations may soon be amicably adjusted.

The Letters announce the marriage of Mr. Fuller, of the

Union Mission, to Miss Howell, of the Great Osage Mission.

From the Great Osage Mission, we have received no official

communications during the last three months. In the Boston
Recorder of the 10th and 24th ult. we find Extracts of Letters

from several members of the family, which will be inserted.

A Letter from the Rev. Mr. Harris, of the Seneca Mission,

announces his safe arrival at his station, after a pleasant journey
of six days from this city.

UNION MISSION.

Rev. Mr. VaiU to the Domestic Sec't'y.

Union, on Grand River,

Mgust 24, 1821.

Very Dear Sir,

After a lapse of three montlis, I sit

down, amidst a multiplicity of concerns,

to write to the Board. From the Jour-

nal, you will perceive, that we have

been visited, the summer past, with

sickness. Doctor Palmer is now quite

ill, and has been so, for a week or

more. Of seven hired men, not more

than three or four are able (o help «?,
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the rest being unwell. Our business has,

consequently, moved on with less ra-

pidity. Were the Board on the ground,

I think they would not hesitate to ac-

knowledge, that we have hitherto, la-

boured under many embarrassments.

The idea of erecting mills and perma-

nent houses in a year, we find preposte-

rous. We have to break cattle to the

yoke, and to make other preparations.

Brother Woodruff has not been able to

work in the shop for more than two

months. Mr. Ransom has had the ne-

cessary blacksmith work to do, and coal

to burn. One building after another

has been necessary. We have found

a lodging-room indispensable for the

hands ; then a school, a kitchen, a join-

er's shop, &.C. fcc. Considering how far

we have to go for logs, and puncheons,

it cannot be expected that a log build-

ing can be finished in a week. The

difficulty of finding sawyers, also re-

tards the building of the large house

contemplated. Suffice it to say, we
have, at great labour, obtained the tim-

ber, and should have had enough for

the boards, had we not lost some of

the best, by a sudden rise in the river.

We have dug the cellar, and drawn

part of the stone.

Mr. Ransom, our millwright, has had

an invitation to a station in the South-

ern States ; but he says he will not, at

any rate, leave us the present year. We
i.ntend to commence our Mills this fall,

but know not yet where to set them.

Grand River is too rapid in high water,

and in low water it will not answer the

purpose. Besides, it is too wide for a

mill-dam. The creeks have water but

a small part of the year, except Spring

Creek which is on the other side of the

river, and very inconveniently situated.

I freely make known to the Board

these things, that they may know how
to appreciate our progress. That we
all feel an anxiety, and use our best en-

deavours, to hasten on the work, I hope

the Board will never have occasion to

doubt. With respect to the Females I

only have to state, that no Missionary

Sisters in any establishment could be

[dec,

more industrious. But their health is

slender and they need assistance. We
should have hired help, ere this, if we
could have found it. The providential

interposition in the marriage of brother

Fuller with sister Howell of the Harmo-
ny Station, will no doubt aflTord relief.

We believe the Board will sanction the

measure, and transfer sister Fuller to this

Station. Brother Chapman has not yet

returned. Brother Fuller has reached

here, and returned to his wife and com-
pany, who were left unwell about fifty

miles distant.

The war is not yet ended. Still our

peace has not been invaded, for we
have dwelt in safety. I shall not have

room to detail the measures, that are

now taking for peace. The Osages

have set out on another hunt. They
have agreed to suspend hostilities for

the present. I hope the next time I

write, I may be able to announce the

restoration of peace. But, the Osages

on the Arkansas greatly need an Agent.

They think they have been neglected,

and we believe they have reason to

think so. They are a numerous and

powerful part of the Nation. No vil-

lage is so large as this. By a late esti-

mation, it contains more than twice

the number of any other. We strongly

hope that Congress will attend to their

wants the next session.

We have received two letters from

the Board, the last dated in July. Also

the Missionary Register to the eleventh

number inclusive. All the reports,

which you have announced as for-

warded, have been received. It would

be as easy to send our journal once a

month, as less frequently, if we had op-

portunity. Sometimes, however, more

than three months pass, in which no

letters can be sent away. We have not

a sweeter pleasure than in communi-

cating with the Board. But we live at

a great distance from a Post-Office.

Should a Mail be established through

this Country, it would essentially alter

our circumstances. In that case, let-

ters might arrive in New-York, by the

time they now reach the first Post-Of-

HOME PROCEEDINGS.
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fice, for we have known them to lie at

Fort Smith a month or six weeks.

Dear Sir, We feel thankful to the

God of all Grace, that we have been

enabled to do our duty in such a man-

ner as to enjoy " the continued and

increasing confidence of the Board."

We feel ourselves devoted to the work,

and if we at any time err in our mea-

sures, it will be an error of judgment.

Our resolution is unabated. We have

no other work to do, than to fulfil the

designs of the Board. And since these

are the noblest possible, it is enough

for us to inquire, What will they have

us to do. While we bless God, for the

grace given to us, we give him praise for

all that he has enabled the Boacd to

execute in fulfilling the revealed will

of Christ. The God of mercy, be with

the beloved Board, and with all the

friends and helpers in the cause. May
the work prosper till Christ shall reign

from sea to sea. Blessed be the Lord

God, the God of hrael, who only doeth

wondrous things. Blessedbehis glorious

name for ever and ever; and let the

whole earth be filled with his glory.

[September 9.—Brother Chapman and

his companions, returned on Thursday,

after a most fatiguing and distressing

journey from Harmony. They were

detained several days on their way, by

sickness and by rain ; and on the last

night, they slept in the rain, on the cold

ground, without fire or food.

September 28.—I would suggest the

propriety of sending out to this station

one or two families next spring—a far-

mer and a mason, with their wives.

We need another farmer. This depart-

ment is too extensive for one. Brother

Fuller needs help, and he needs a skil-

ful, active, thorough farmer, like bro-

ther Newton, of Harmony. A good
mason cannot be found in this country.

By such an addition, our sisters will be

relieved. They are too feeble for their

work—do think of them.

May God direct you. Dear Sir, and
bless your endeavours to promote his

glory. 0, may the kingdom of Christ

be built up in thi? land '
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In behalf of the Mission Family, I

subscribe myself your devoted servant

in (he Lord.
WM. F. VAILL.

Mr. Redjield to his friend in this city.

Union, September 26, 1821.

Two of your letters, a few days ago,

came to hand. Oh ! how cheering, how
reviving, is a letter from a friend, to us

who dwell in the wilderness. It is now
about four months since I last wrote to

you. Want of an opportunity of send-

ing has caused this long silence.

The Osages, during the most of the

summer, have been absent from their

town, following the chase. Game about

home being scarce, they hunt at a dis-

tance. They move from home in a

body, men, women, and children, leav-

ing none behind. Wanderers, indeed,

upon the"mountains,withouta shepherd.

They know of no other way. They
have never been taught.

Hurry of business has prevented ray

paying a visit to the village till within

a few weeks.—On entering, I was con-

ducted to Clamore's lodge. After skak-

ing hands with the chief I was seated

upon a bear's skin, and some refresh-

ments were brought without delay. I

had scarcely turned from eating, when
I was invited to another lodge, and thus

kept in motion most of the afternoon.

In this way they show their hospitality

to those whom they respect. In case

you refuse to eat, they will be offended
;

yet the smallest quantity will satisfy

them. I was awaked in the morning by
the cries of the Osages, in every direc-

tion, to the Great Spirit. I walked out,

with my interpreter, to see them and to

know what they said. Their prayers

appeared to be, that their enemies might

be subdued, and that they might triumph

over them. I was informed that they

always pray for that which concerns

them most at the time. In the midst of

their prayers, they black their faces, but

wash again before they eat. Miserable^

pitiable people ; merciless worshippers :

they receive not, because they askamiss.

Let thi?, dear brother, lead us to nri?:e



224

the blessed privilege which we enjoy,

of having a throne of grace to address,

and a Saviour's merits to plead.

The war between the Osages and

Cherokees, has not yet terminated

—

Things are shaping favourably. Govern-

ment is interfering, and we are greatly

in hopes of peace soon.

We have come far short of forward-

ing business agreeably to our calcula-

tions ; but disappointments and trials

are the common lot of missionaries.

Since the first of August, it has been

sickly among us. Part of the hands

have been unable to labour from that

time to the present. Most of the breth-

ren have been down. I had a slight

turn, and was kept from work about

three weeks. The heat, during the

months of August and September, has

been excessive. The thermometer has

generally stood from 95 to 100, and

some days at 102.

We feel that we have come far short

of answering the expectations of the

Board ; and of the Christian public.

Misfortunes have appeared in every di-

rection, to mark our course, We have

now, however, in addition to our five

rooms, a schoolhouse 18 feet square ; a

warehouse 20 by 24 ; a room for the

hired bands 18 by 20 ; and a kitchen 24

feet square. To three of these we have

chimneys yet to build. We shall, pro-

bably, soon commence upon the mill.

We trust that we are not cast down,
nor do we faint under discouragements.

We rejoice at the prosperity of the

Board : that the Christian world is be-

coming more and more awake to the

interests of Zion. Surely the winter is

fast passing away ; the spring is making

its appearance. The cause is the Lord's,

and he is now saying to Christians

—

" Take down thy long- neglected harp,

I've seen thy tears, and heard tliy prayer
;

The wintry season has been sharp,

But spring shall all its wastes repair."

I can assure you, I feel more and

more engaged in the glorious work. I

feel more and more like spending and

being spent. Oh ! who can sleep in so

j^reat a harvest, where there are so few

[dec.

labourers. Christians have done much,

but can they not render further aid

Thousands and thousands of souls, be-

tween us and the rocky mountains, are

perishing without the light of the gospel.

Pray—Oh pray for them—pray for the

Union Mission. Pray for the heathen

throughout the world.

GREAT OSAGE MISSION.

Mr. Sprague to his friends in Massacku-

setts—Communicatedfor the Recorder.

Several interesting letters have been

received from the members of the Great

Osage Mission Family since their arri-

val. Mr. Otis Sprague has written to

his friend in Leicester, under several

dates, confirming not only the pleasing

circumstance of their cordial reception

among the Osages, but that appearances

look favourable that schools will soon

be established to instruct their children,

in civil, moral, and religious duties'.

Their greatest affliction is,tliatthefever-

and-ague incapacitates the company
from going on so rapidly in building

their huts, work-shops, mill-seats, &c.

as is desirable. In speaking of the work

before them, Mr. Sprague observes :

—

" Have I filled my time with useful-

ness To remember to ask this ques-

tion daily, yea, hourly, and to answer

it properly, I ought to plead earnestly,

and in the spirit. This is necessary, in

order that a Missionary should enjoy

the presence and influence of the Holy

Spirit. It is painful to reflect on the

condition of the Indians to whom we
have come. The moon they call hea-

ven, to which all are going at death.

The sun they call the Great Spirit,

which governs the moon and earth.

When asked, " Where do the bad w-hit©

men go they ansAver, " to the moon."

Shall nothing be done for these poor

sons of the forest Christians plead for

the upbuilding of Christ's kingdom.

Should this be all They also pray for

seed time and haiwest : But do they ne-

glect to sow and reap ? Then, if we
pray for a thing, we ought, in some way,

to put our hand to the work we desire

should be accomplished.

HOME PROCEEDINGS.
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" On tlie 14th of August, we began to

cut hay, which is produced at about 1

1-2 or 2 tons to the acre. On Moiiday,

the 27th, brothers Chapman and Fuller

arrived from the Un:oit Mission, on the

Arkansas; which is about 150 miles

from us.

u Sept. I.—Our brethren who were

sent out to the Missouri river, to pur-

chase cattle, returned with two horse.'-.,

four oxen, and seven cows. For want

of a team, we could do but little about

building.

" Sept. 2, Sabbath Day —Oh, what

cause of joy and thanksgiving it is, that

the Lord is God, and that he manifests

himself to us in this heathen land, as he

did in Christian lands—that although

we, a little band, are here separated

from our Christian friends, who live

ariiidst gospel ordinances, yet, this day

we are allowed the privilege of calling

to mind the sufferings of our Redeemer,

by partaking of the bread and wine, as

he directed, in memory of his death,

till he come."

Mr. Sprague mentions the marriage

between Mr. Stephen Fuller, of the

Union Mission, and Miss Eliza Howell,

of the Harmony .Mission
;
and, after ma-

king many observations >ipon the site

they have chosen for life,—that the

prairies are excellent and extensive

—

that good timber, stone-coal, lime-stone,

and good clay for bricks, are within

reach, &ic. he observes :

—

^' Sept. 15.—We have not yet cause

to repent of having put our hands to

the plough. We feel assured that God
hath laid up a crown for those who
love him, and follow his call?,—those

who take an interest in upbuilding Zion,

and in spreading the gospel. He calls

not all to go among the heathen, for

then, none would be left to aid them ;

but he calls on all to repent of their sins,

and to manifest to the world a love to

the Saviour."

Mrs. Jones,, to her friend in JVew-

Hainpshire.

" Osage Station, Jlug. 17, 1821.

Dear Sister,—God has permitted ns

Dec \S'2i. 29
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to reach the place of our destination,

and to shake the friendly hand of our

red brethren and sisters. FiVen while I

write this, five of them are seated by

my side One woman with a smiling

countenance sits viewing me, and says,

i-hc cannot write, but can speak some

English. On our first interview, about

fifty men, women and children unex-

pectedly came on shore to see u.s. They

appeared much pieased. W'e visited

their wigwams. They gave us green

corn and watermellons. We tarried

with them one hour, then took our

leave
; proceeded up the river one mile,

and made a stop about 30 miles from

the Great Osage Village. Here our

brethren were much engaged in looking

out a site. God in his wise Providence

directed their steps on the first day to

the spot which is now considered as

our home." " Some of the Indians

have pleasant intelligent countenances.

They appear to have great confidence

in us. They say our hearts appear good
outside now, but they wish to try us

three years, and in that time they can

judge whether they are good inside."

They appear fond of our children,

often clasp them in their arms, and
bring them presents of nuts. The chiefs

and the big warrior assure us, that they

vv'iil protect us from injury from their

nation, that our smallest child shall ex-

perience no harm."
" Sept. 15.—My dear sister, I must

make you acquainted with the interest-

ing scenes of last Lord's day. We were

permitted with our dear brothers and
sisters to commemorate the dying love

of our Lord Jesus, for the first time in

this heathen land. In the morning we
had a preparatory conference—at noon
brother Seeley had an infant baptized.

In the evening after sermon, the Sacra-

ment—though nothing but the sturdy

oaks screened us from the scorching

sun, yet they were to us, a temple of

God made without hands."

Mr. Jones to the Editor ofthe Recorder.

From the time we left New-York to

the timp wp reached our station, \vas
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something more than 5 months. Tlie

distance not far from 2,200 miles. Our

passage was slow, but far more pleasant

than could be expected.

The health of the family has been re-

markably good. At present many of

t-he members are afflicted with the fever

and ague, but none thought to be im-

mediately dangerous. On the 11th of

August, 74 of the Indians arrived at our

boats, about four miles from this station,

for the purpose of holding council. It

being late on Saturday, we deferred it

until Monday. When the lime arrived,

the most of the male members of the

family, together with the Indians, re-

sorted to the place we had pitched upon,

and which proved to be the place of

our residence, for the purpose of having

a talk. We found it a truly interesting

season to all present. The Indians dis-

covered to us minds as well stored witli

knowledge as could be expected of the

children of nature. They seemed to be

happy that v/e had come, and expressed

much willingness to give up their chil-

dren to be instructed in the arts of civi-

lization. They promised to give to us

whatever land we should mark out.

Since that time, they have frequently

visited us, and seem to be happy in our

society They are in appearance an

noble a race of people as I have ever

seen. We are hoping in the spring to

be able to pat our school in operation,

and then we shall be able to find what

abilities they have to learn.

The men are large and »vell built

—

not many of them are less than 6 feet

in height. I think we have great en-

couragement to believe, that it will not

be long before their habits will be

changed, and they become both civilized

and christianized. God is at present ex-

alting his Son, by giving the heathen

to him for his inheritance, and consi-

dering the present state of things, we
have no reason to despair of the Great

Osages of the Missouri.

Yours, fcc. AMASA JONES

-

>fEW.YORK BIBLE SOCIETY

:

AUXILIARY TO THE iV.VTlONAL IXSTITUTIOX.

The Second Anniversary of

this Society was ceJebrated at

the City Hotel, on Monday
Evening, the 19th of Novem-
ber. The room was crowded
at an early hour. At 7 o'clock,

Matthew Clarkson, Esq. Pre-

sident, took the Chair; and the

Rev. Dr. Milnor opened the

Meeting by reading the nfty-fifth

Chapter of fsaiah.

The Annual Report was read

by Doctor Stearnes ; and ap-

propriate and interesting Ad-
dresses were delivered by the

Rev. Dr. Romeyx, of this city,

and the Rev. Mr. M'Lean and
the Rev. Mr. SumxAierfield, of

England.

A collection amounting to

about one hundred and eighty

dollars, was taken up for the

benefit of the Society.

As the Report is not yet pub-

lished, we avail ourselves of

the following very brief abstract,

which was given, on the suc-

ceeding day, in the Commercial

Advertiser,

It was an interesting document, and

we say, in the language of the Report,

that we have multiplied evidences of

the co-operation of the Holy Spirit, in

promoting the Bible cause. " The sim-

plicity of the design, the grandeur of

the object, the blessings which the Bi-

ble confers upon him who gives, as

well as upon him that receives it, have

united all denominations of Christians

in promoting its triumphant march."

During the past year 912 Bibles anu

1074 Testaments have been distributed.

Tlie whole number distributed «ince (lie
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formation of the Society, is twenty-

eight thousand one hundred and eighty-

nine bibles, and three thousand three

hundred and twenty-one testaments,

l-'rom the distributions made last year,

we select the following : 490 copies to

ihe Sunday School Union Society ; 100

do. to the Osage Mission ; 25 to the Fe-

male Sunday School Union ; 25 to the

Alms-house ; 25 to the Orphan Asylum;

10 to the Hospital ; and 309 to indivi-

duals in this city. The Directors have

paid since the last annual meeting ^856

57 ; unsettled accounts, ,^3fi5 75. In

the treasury ,^110, leaving the Society

in debt ^255 75.

An African Bible Society has been

recently organized in this city, from

which favourable reports have been re-

ceived. It appears from the report of

the military committee, that the Bible

has been distributed among the troops

stationed at the military posts in the

vicinity of the city. That valuable part

of the community, the sailors, have not

been, forgotten in this labour of love.

The following extract from the fifth re-

port of the Marine Bible Society of this

city, wa-s incorporated in the report

read last evening :
—" In a voyage, on

iioard the .schr. Logan, (^apt. Holmes,

to Curacoa, after passing Sandy Hook.,

the captain gave to each watch a Bible,

requesting that they would read it.

—

They received it, however, with indif-

ference. A few nights afterwards, as

Capt. H. was walking the deck, he saw

one of the most hardened of his crew^,

on bis knees at prayer, under the lee of

the long-boat. This w^as repeated for

several nights. The captain conversed

with the man, and found him much
concerned for the welfare of his soul

:

he said it was the effect of reading that

Bible which he received with so much
indifference. He was afterw ards an ex-

ample to the crew, and on his return

v/as received into communion with the

congregation, under the pastoral care of

the Rev. Mr. Williams."

Speaking of the late venerable Presi-

dent of the National Society, the report

says,—" This eminent Christian, but

lately seated in this chair, to perform

his last duty to the American Bible So-

ciety, is now occupying a higher seat^

enjoying the congratulations ofascended

saints and holy angels, who arc now
preparing to dispense the blessings of

Almighty God, upon those who thi?

evening resolve faithfully to imitate hi*

example.

AMERICAN BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS

TWELrXH ANNIVERSARj[.

From the Boston Missionary Herald.']

The twelfth annual meeting of the

American Board of Commissioners for

Foreign Missions, was held in Spring-

field, Mass at Masons' Hall, Sept. 19,

Present,

The Hon John Treadwell, L L.D.

Rev. Joseph Lyman, D. D.

Hon. John Hooker,

Hon. John C. Smith,

Rev. Jedediah Morse, 1). D.

Rev. Alexander Proudfit, D. D.

Hon. William Reed,

R^v, Leonard Woods, D. D.

Rev Jeremiah Day, D. D. L. L. D.

Rev. Henry Davis, D. D.

Jeremiah Evarts, Esq.

Rev. Wihiam Allen, D. D.

The session was opened with prayer

by the Vice President; and, on the se-

cond day, by the Rev. Dr. Woods.

A letter was communicated from the

Rev. Dr. Miller, of Princeton, N. J,

expressing his regret, that he was un-

able to attend the meeting; and, also

letters from the Rev. Josiah Pratt, of

London, the Rev. Dr. Carey, of Seram-

pore, and the Rev. T. Thomason, of

Calcutta, expressing an acceptance of

their appointment as Corresponding

Members.
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T he vepoF? of the Treasurer, for the

last year, was exhibited.

At 2 o'clock, P. M. the Board attend-

ed public worship, when a sermon was
delivered to a numerous and highly

yespectable audience, by the Rev. Dr.

Morse, from Ps, ii, 8. " Ask of me, and
I shall give thee the heathen for thine

inheritance, and the uttermost parts of

the earth for thy possession." The first

prayer was offered by President Allen,

and the concluding prayer by the Rev.

Dr. Woods.

President Day, Gov. Smith, and Mr
Evarts were appointed a committee

to consider what measures ought to be

taken to testify the respect of the Board

for the memory of the Rev. Dr. Wor-

cester, late Corresponding Secretary.

The Rev. Dr. Woods, the Rev. Dr.

Lyman, President Davis, President Day,

and Mr. Hooker, were appointed a com.

mittee upon the subject of the vacancy

in the office of Corresponding Secretary.

The Reading of the Annual Report

of the Prudential Committee occupied

the greater part of the first day.

On the second day, the committee on

the subject of Corresponding Secretary

reported . Whereupon^

liesolved,

That it is not expedient, at present, to

elect any man as Corresponding Sec-

retary of this Board, with a view to his

being employed permanently in that

©ffice ; and that it hv recommended

that the Treasurer be chosen Corres-

ponding Secretary for the present year,

and that he be authorized, under the

direction of the Prudential Committee,

and at the e:!ipense of the Board, to en-

gage such assistance in the offices of

Secretary and Treasurer, as shall be

jtound necessary.

The Rev. Joshua Bates, D. D. Presi-

dent of Middlebury College, Vermont,

Samuel Hubbard, Esq. of Boston, and

the Rev. Warren Fay, of Charlestown,

Mass. were unanimously, by ballot,

elected members of the Board.

The Board then proceeded to the

choice of the following olticers by bal-

lot

[del

Treadwell, L. L. D.The Hon. John

President.

The Rev. .Joseph Lyman, D. D.
V. President.

The Hon. William Reed,

The Rev. Leonard Woods, D.D.
Jeremiah Evarts, Esq.

Samuel Hubbard, Esq. and
The Rev. V\'arron Fay,

Prudential Committee.

Jeremiah Evarts, Esq. Cor. Sec.

The Rev Calvin Chapin, D D. Rsr.

Secrelary.

.Teremiah Evarts, Esq. Treasurer, and
Ashur Adams, Esq. Auditor.

Resolved,

That any clergyman, on paying Fifty

Dollars, and any layman, on paying

One Hundred Dollars, at any one time,

shall have the privilege of attending the

meetings of the Board, and of assisting

in its deliberations as honorary mem-
bers, but without the privilege of vo-

ting ; this latter privilege being restrict-

ed by the Act of Incorporation to mem-
bers elected by ballot.

The Rev. Dr. Proudfit being, by pre-

vious appointment, the preacher at the

next annual meeting, the Rev. Dr.

Moore, was chosen to preach in case of

his failure

The vouchers of the Treasurer's re-

port were presented as complete, with

the certificate of the Auditor, and the

report was accepted.

The committee appointed to consider

what measures ought to be taken to tes-

tify the respect of the Board for the

memory of the Rev. Dr. Worcester,

their late Corresponding Secretary,

made report : Whereupon,

Resolved,

That the members of this Board deep-

ly feel the aftlicting bereavement, which

they have recently experienced in the

removal of their beloved friend and as-

sociate, the Rev Dr. Worcester, who,

from the origin of the Board, took an

active and very useful part in its deli-

berations, and, during a period of ele-

ven years, devoted his best powers to

its interests. Thev desire to enter on

i
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their records an aft'ectionate testimony

to the patience, disinterestedness, zeal,

and fidelity, with which he discharged

the duties of Corresponding Secretary

of the Board, and a member of the

Prudential Comnnttee. They Avould

mingle their tears with those of the be-

reaved family on this mournful occa-

sion ; and would offer their tender con-

dolence, while they point to those

sources of consolation which the Gos-

pel affords, and by which the soul of

their departed friend was sustained in

his last hours

Resulted^

That .the Prudential Committee be

1 cquested to erect , in the burying ground

of the mission at Brainerd, a suitable

monument to the memory of the de-

ceased, with an inscription expressing

the high regard which the members of

the board entertain for his excellent

character and invaluable services.

Resolved,

That the Recording Secretary be re-

tjuested to transmit a copy of the fore-

going resolutions to the widow of the

deceased.

Resolved,

That the next annual meeting of this

Board be holden in Ne\\ Haven, Con-

necticut, on Thursday next after the

2d Wednesday of September, 1822, at

9 o'clock, A. M. and that the Rev. Dr.

Morse, the Rev. Dr. Chapin, and the

Rev. Mr. Merwin, be a committee of

arrangements for that meeting.

Resolved,

That the thanks of the Board be pre-

sented to those friends of the missiona-

ry cause, who have, in the most Chris-

tian manner, at their monthly concerts,

united their alms with their prayers.

Resolved,

That the thanks of the Board be pre-

sented to all societies, churches, and in-

dividuals, who have contributed to the

funds of this institution, for their dona-

tions to carry into effect the grand de-

signs of Christian benevolence.

Resolved,

That the Board gratefully acknow-

ledge the liberal and seasonable patron-

age continued during the year past, by
which the pressure on the funds has

been greatly relieved, and an assurance

given, that the interests of the Ameri-

can churches in efforts to evangelize

the heathen world, is still increasing.

Resolved,

That it shall be the duty of the Pru-

dential Committee to compile and pub-

lish a Report of the Board, includingthe

Report of the Committee for the last

year ; the Report from the Agents of

the Foreign Mission School ; a state -

ment of tiic Treasurer's accounts ; such

a detail of donations as may be deemed
useful ; extracts from the minutes of

the present session ; and such other in-

formation as they shall judge expe-

dient.

The session was closed with praye^

by the Rev. President Day.

fnuiQti Sntelligence.

ENGLAND.
CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETV.

lltiurn of the Rev. James Connor
from the MediUrranean.

The Rev. Mr. Connor, a Mis-
sionary under the patronage of
the Church Missionary Society,

has been stationed, for several

years, at Constantinople. In

the fifth number of our tirst

volunne, wc published a very
interesting Journal of a tour
which he had recently taken
to the Holy Land. Any notice
of the author of that Journal,
will doubtless be interesting to

our readers. Under this im-
pression, we copy (from the
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London Missionary Register for

Sept.) the following account of

his late visit t > England :

—

It was stated at p. 34 of the last Sur-

vey, that Mr. Connor was about to re-

turn home for a season. He came by
way of Greece and Italy, and thence

through Geneva and Paris
;
becoming

personally acquainted, as he passed

along, with many individuals interested

in the diffusion of Christian Knowledge
in the iMediterranean, and observing

•with an attentive eye the religious . tate

of the countries which he traversed.

Mr. Connor left Constantinople on

the evening of the 15th of February,

on board a Tiniole Brig, and landed at

Tino on the 25th
;
where, after being

detained four days by boisterous wea-

ther, he hired an open boat, which

landed hira at Athens on the 3d of

March, Leaving Athens on the 14th,

Mr. Connor proceeded, by way of

Thebes, to Lebadea ; and thence, by
"way of Castri (the ancient Delphi) to

Gallixioli, a considerable town and port

on the Gulph of Corinth : hiring at this

place a boat for Patras, he landed there

on the 23d. On the 26th he sailed for

Corfu, and arrived at its Lazaretto on

the 31st, where he staid in quarantine

till the 9th of April. Leaving Corfu on

the 23d, he reached Ancona, after a

passage of eight days, on the 31st, and

was immediately ordered into an eigh-

teen days' quarantine.

During this quarantine, the Earl of

Guildford arriving from Corfu, and

entering the Lazaretto, Mi*. Connor
writes

—

From his Lordship I first received
the distressing intelligence of tiie mur-
der of the Patriarch Gregory and other
Dignitaries at Constantinople. Lament-
ed Gi-egory!—my heart ached as I lis-

tened to the account of his death. He
was, indeed, a true friend to the Bible
Society. I had frequently the privilege

of visiting him ; and the first question
which he generally asked me was

—

•' What news from the Bible Society ?

How does it go on ?' I sat some time
with him the day before my departure
from Constantinople 3 and, I bade

[dec,

him farewell, he expressed his hope to

see me again ere long.

News daily arriving of the increasing

disturbances in Turkey, it appeared

obvious that Mr. Connor's absence from

Constantinople would be necessarily

much longer than he had intended or

wished He determined, therefore, to

spend some time at Rome Being freed

from quar-antine on the 18th of May, he

reached Rome on the 25th. After pur-

chasing, in that city, for the Society,

various productions of the Propaganda

Press, he left it on the 18th of June,

and proceeded to Florence and Milan ;

and, crossing the Simplon, arrived at

Geneva on the 20th of July. At Gene-

va he had much profitable intercourse

with some excellent men, to whom
the Letter-3 which he carried introduced

him. Having rested here for some

time, with a view among other thing.s

to perfect himself in the knowledge of

French, he left that city on the 29th of

August
;
and, after spending a few days

in Paris, in which he visited Baron de

Sacy and Professor Kieffer, he reached

London on the 10th of September.

Meeting in London, of Messrs. Jow-

ett and Connor with Dr. Pinkerton.

Dr. Pinkerton having visited this

country from St. Petcrsburgh, at the

request of the Committee of the British,

and Foreign Bible Society, Mr. Connor

and he had great pleasure in meeting

together, and recounting what had pass-

ed s nee their separation near Constan-

tinople. Mr. Jowett, who had retired

for a little time, into Norfolk, to recruit

his strength, gladly came up to London

to meet his fellow-labourer Mr. Connor;

and to comer with Dr. Pinkerton.

These cordial fellow-labourers, whose

attention has been particularly called to

the state of the Greek Church, and who
feel a peculiar degree of interest in the

present condition of that people, rejoi-

ced to confer together, and to strengthen

one another's hands in the work to

which they have devoted themselves.

Dr. Pinkerton is now returned to his

labours : and, in due time, Mr. Jowett

FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE.
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and Mr. Connor will, it may be hoped,

resume theirs, refreshed and reanimated

by their visit home ; and having awa-

kened, by the Divine blessing, in the

breasts of others, a determination to co-

operate with them in the promising

=cene of their labours.

•Arrival of Four Lutheran Missiona-

ries from Bdsle.

Four Missionaries, who have been

educated in the Seminary at Basle, are

come over to this country, in order,

after perfecting their knowledge of En-

glish, and learning the National System

of Education, to proceed to the West-

Africa and India Missions of the So-

ciety.

The Rev. Jacob Maiscli and the Rev.

Theophilus Reichard, natives of Wur-

temberg, are to proceed to India ; and

the Rev. Charles William Beckauer,

from Saxony, and the Rev G. Emanuel

W. Metzger, from Wurtemberg, arc des-

linedto Sierra Leono.

These young men entered the Semi-

nary at B^sle in October 1S18; and

were admitted to Lutheran Ordination,

on the 5th of August, in ^he Cathedral

of Stutgard, in the presence of the Roy-

al Family of Wurtemberg and of a Con-

gregation of more than 4000 persons.

The interest which the king of Wur-

temberg takes in the Missionary Cause,

is feelingly depicted In a letter from

Mr. Blumhardt to Dr. Steinkopfl", dated

in August, of Avhich the following is an

extract :

—

During my stay in Stutgard, it plea-

sed the Lord so to ordain it, that, with-

out any endeavour on my part, I was
cilled no less than four times to the
Royal Palace. The king did this en-

tirely at the suggestion of his own mind;
and I passed in conversation with hira

one of the happiest hours of my life.

He inquired, in so condescending a

manner, into the state of the Missionary
Society, that all embarrassment on my
side instantly vanished. He attentively

listened to my recital of its historj' and
[icrations. The chief points of his

lajesly's inquiries referred to the rise

I our Missionary Seminar) , the Chris-

in principle^: theiv.in inculrated. ouf

plan of Education, the number of Stu-

dents, and the conduct of the young
Wurtembergers admitted into it. He
then declared, with evident emotion,
that he was convinced that this w^as a
w^ork of God, and that it ought to be
powerfully supported

; assuring me, at
the same t'me, in the most explicit

manner, that he would embrace every
opportunity of evincing his heartfelt

concern for the success of this work of
the Lord.

In an official letter, signed by the
revered monarch himself, he commis-
sioned me to assure our Committee of
his sincere interest in the Society's

progress, and that he w ould omit no oc-
casion of testifying his good will to-

ward it.

It may be easily conceived from thl.«

statement, with what pleasure his ma-

jesty would witness the solemn dedica-

tion of three of -his subjects, in the Ca-

thedral Church of his kingdom, to the

service of Christ among the heathen,

SHERBRO—AVESTERN AFRICA.
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Journal ofthe Visit offiUliam Tamha.

In our last number (page 1 90)
some notice was given of three

native Catechists, whose labours

had been useful to their colour-

ed brethren in Sierra Leone.
Towards the close of the year

1820, William Tamba, one of

the number, made a four through

the Sherbro country. His jour-

nal was published in the London
Missionary Register of Septem-
ber last. The most interesting

parts of it, we have selected for

our present number. The Lon-
don Editor introduces the nar-

rative as follows :

—

It will give pleasure to see the courso

pursued by this native Christian, in en-

deavouring to benefit his countrymen

—

the attention with which he was almost:

everywhere listened to—and theearnest

desire of further instruction, which was,

in various instances, manifested.

The part? of Scripture which he read
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and explained to the people, were well

selected to introduce to them the great

topics of Divine Revelation—the Crea-

tion and Fall of man ; the nature and

sanctions of the Holy Law of God ; the

Vanity of Idols ; the free Invitations and

gracious Provisions and Promises of the

Gospel ; and the Character and Work
of the Redeemer.

He closes almost every day's state-

ment with a short prayer for a blessing,

many of which we have omitted, to

avoid repetitions.

Nov. 6. 1820.—About five o'clock in

the evening, I and John Gates walked
from Regent'sTown to Passaritah Place,

where we stopped all night. Saw seven

men and women, beside children, that

evening. Read to them the fifth chap-

ter of Matthew. They went to their

houses, and one old man prayed to Ma-
homed. Then I went to him, and said

to him, " What God do you pray to

He said, " To Mahomed." I asked liim,

" W'hat did Mahomed do for you ^ or,

what has he made V He did not an-

swer. Again I asked him, " Did Maho-
med say unto you, ' Call not the women
and children to prayer ?' or did he say

they have no souls V' He said, The
women pray in their houses, and the

children have no understanding." I

said, " Do you think that they cannot
die?" He "^said, "Yes, they die: but

God will save them because they are

young." I asked again if they did no
sin. He did not answer. May the Lord
give them ears to hear, and hearts to

receive the W^ord, through Jesus Christ

our Lord I

Nov. 10.—About eleven o'clock this

morning, I went from Kent, in a small

canoe, and reached the Plantains about

twelve o'clock in the night. Mr. G.

Caulker was not at home : the people
said he was gone to Tortoise Island

Nov. 11.—About nine o'clock we set

off in the canoe again. The sea was
very quiet. Then I remembered the

word of the Lord, In the world yt ^hall

have tribulation ; but in me ye ahali have

peace. When 1 considered this, and
saw that I had no trouble, though I had
come some distance, I was afraid : I

doubted, because I had no trouble.

Nov. 12. Sunday.—We reached Tor-

toise Island about four o'clock this morn-
ing. Mr. G. Caulker sent a boy to call

the Headman : he told him to bring the

people together. At ten o'clock Mr. G.

Caulker called all his people together

too. He read the prayers in the Sherbro
tongue: and after that, he \o\i\ me to

talk to the people, and not be ashamed.
Then I read the 115th Psalm, and spoke
much about their gregrees and country-
fashions. They were attentive. After
prayer, the children said the catechism
by heart in the Sijerbro tongue. It made
me glad to hear the children read theWord ofGod in their own tongue. May
the Lord give them understanding, for
Christ's sake !

Nuc 13.—We went to another island,
called Kilby. Saw ten men and women,
and some children. I read to them th©
twentieth chapter of Exodus, and ex-
plained the commandments

; they were
attentive. May the Lord give them
fahh to believe in Christ.

From that island I went to another,
called Footoo. I saw eleven men and
women, beside children. Read and ex-
plained to them the second chapter of
Revelation After that they asked me,
" What shall we do, because we have
nobody to teach us how to pray, and to
tell us the way of God We understood
what you said, and we are glad ; but if

you go away, we shall soon forget what
you said." Then I said to them, Pray
to God to teach you, and to show you
all your sins : don't forget to pray night
and day."

After that I went into a house ; but
my heart was not pleased because 1 do
not know whether the Lord has sent me
to speak the Word. 0 Lord, Thou
knowest all things : Thou knowest that
I am afraid : Thou hast commanded us
to ask, and we shall receive. I ask, O
Lord ! l)e pleased to bless and help me,
thronrh Jesns Christ our Lord

!

'1 hen we weal to Jellah, another small
island, about five o'clock, where we
stopped all night. About seven o'clock
I called the people together. I saw
forty-nine men and women, beside
thirty-nine children I read and ex-
plained to them the third chapter of
Gei esis. I talked in Sherbro first, then
in Cosso. The people w ere very atten-
tive. When I had done, every one
prayed for himself; and afterward I

heard some pray in their houses.* I

heard one voice saying, " O Lord, jve
no sabby you. O Lord, w e have broke
thy Law. Teach us, O Lord, and save
us ! We know nothing what is good,
but bad. O Lord, forgive us all the bad
we done ; and teach us ! Amen." O
that the Lord our God may give them
hearts to receive his word, and faith to

believe.

Nov. !4, 1820—-We went this morning
to Jenkin Island- to Treesana. At six .

o'clock in the evening I saw eighty-two
men and women, beside children. I

read and explained \o them the fir.*t
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chapter of John. They were very at-

tentive ; and when I had done, an old

man said to me, " We are glad to hear

this word." Then all the people said,

" Yes, yes ; these words are good for

our souls." Then one old man said,

" For myself, I am very old ; my life is

in the hand of God ; I know not what
time God will take it away. I will look

to God, let him do what he will. But,

William Tamba," said the old man, " I

am blind, I cannot see. Cut some holes

in a piece of board, that I may know
when it is Sunday. I will count them
holes every morning, that we may not

forget."' Then I took a board, and cut

seven holes in it, and gave it to him.

May the Holy Spirit teach them, and us.

JVov. 15.—-In the morning, I went to

another town, where I had been on
Sunday. It was about twelve o'clock.

The people came together, called me,
and said. " We want to hear more from
you about our souls." Twenty-eight
men were present : all the women and
children were in their farms. I read

and explained to them the third chapter

of Genesis
;
they were very attentive.

Then we went away, and came to

Mr. G. Caulker, at Tortoise Island.

JVov. 16.—Mr Caulker told me to go
to the Plantains, and stop till he came.
Then we went into the canoe, about
seven o'clock in the morning, and reach-

ed the Plantains about three o'clock in

the afternoon. In the evening, I read

and explained to the people the 115th

Psalm. Only the children and four men
were attentive, but the others were
careless. After the service, the children

sung a hymn in Sherbro, and I conclu-

ded in prayer.

One man, who came to work in the

canoe, grieved me much ; he went from
house to house, cursing and swearing,

and wanted to fight. Oh, this is great

trouble for me, because he came with
me. O Lord, wilt thou let me die with

shame O Lord, help me ! Thou wilt

not suffer thy children to see evil. Fear
and trouble are upon me, but to thee I

look ; for thou art my hiding place :

help me, through Christ Jesus my Sa-

viour !

JVov. 17.—At ten o'clock in the morn-
ing, we set out from tlie Plantains, to

the Camaranca river. Came to a place

in the river, called Teefan, about nine

o'clock at night.

JVov. 18.—In the morning, I explained
to nitie men and women the twentieth
chapter of Exodus. Spoke to them in

Cosso. All the people were very atten-

tive, and glad to hear the Word of God.
At eleven o'clock we went iu the

.0?r. 1821. ^0

canoe again up the rivei", Came to

Bombah about two o'clock in the after-

noon. In the evening, Mr. Thomas
Caulker called the people together. I

saw 196 men and women, beside chil-

dren. I read and explained to them
the twentieth chapter of Exodus ; they
were all very attentive to hear the
Word. After service, Mr. Caulker spoke
to the people, and said, " Men, Avomen,
boys, and girls ! every one of you heard
what the book of God said. I beg you
all, do let us leave off all the bad things,

which God has commanded us to leave
off ; and let us try to pray to God

; yes,

to that Lord who died for us." Then
he turned to me and said, " I have heard
what you said, and I hope that God will

bless the word to my soul ; and may
God bless you, and the good people that

have sent you ! and may the good peo-
ple of God send you every time, to

come and tell i]<; the AVord."
JVov. 19, 1820. Sunday.—Mr. Thomas

Caulker told me that I should go to his

sister, to another town, which is called
Bombertokee. I went there ; forty-nine

men and women came together. I reacj

and explained to them tli« seventh chap-
ter of Matthew

;
they were all attentive.

After service, Mr. Caulker's sister, an
old woman, said the following words :

" I am an old woman. I know not what
time God will take me away. I ara

glad to hear this Word before I die.

May God bless you, and that word
which you talk, and all the people of
God !" Then I answered her and said.

Look to the Lord Jesus Christ ; for

he is merciful. You are old, and draw-
ing nigh to the grave ; pray night and
day, that God the Spirit may bring all

your sins to your remembrance, and
lead you to the Lord.Tesus Christ."

JVov. 26. Sunday.—Went this morning
to Fagabey; spoke to eight men and
women. From tlKit i)lace I went to

Sangah, where I sp6ke to thirteen men
and women ; read and explained to

them the twentieth chapter of Exodus i

they were very attentive to hear ; but I

was afraid that I had not told them good,
and I cried unto God and said, " O
Lord,thou knowest all things ! thou know
est that neither my prayer, nor my read-
ing, nor my talking, can do them any
good, except thou blesse.st tiie word to
them : therefore, O Lord, bless the word
to them, through JesusChrist our Lord!"

Dec. 2.—Went to a place called Sa-
mee, where I was with Mr. Gates, two
years ago : the people knew me. They
had kept Sunday all the time, but had
made a mistake : they had Sunday on
Saturday. They a.-ked rue whv I 4h\
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not come sooner, and begged me to

come again soon. 1 spoke to them the

"Word of God, and they were very at-

tentive. May God help them !

Dec. 3. Su7iday—We were in the

canoe all night, and came this morning
to the Plantains. Mr. Caulker hf?d

been home, but was gone again to Free-

town. Kept Service with the people,

at ten o'clock in the mori.ing, and at

three o'clock in the afternoon. Read
and explained, in the morning, the fifty-

fifth of Isaiah
;
and, in the afternoon,

the sixth of St. John. The people v. ere

very attentive. The children sung a

hymn, every time in Sherbro ; and I

concluded in prayer.

After the service in the afternoon,

the people came to my house, one after

the other, and asked me questions : they

came to me till about twelve o'clock in

the night. They said that they had
done all them bad things, Avhich I had
talked about ; and they wanted to know
what they must do to be saved Some
of them were afraid very much : I told

them to believe in the Lord Jesus

Christ, and then they should be saved
;

and leave olfthcmbad country-fashions.

They did come so much, that I could

get no sleep.

Went from the Plantains, to-day, to

a river called Gabur. We came into

the river about two o'clock, and in the

evening to a tov. n called Gonolaw :

thirty-nine men and women came toge-

ther. I read and explained to them the

twentieth chapter of Exodus. When
I had done speaking, they said, We
are guilty." Then I read to them the

sixth chapter of St. John's Gospel ; and
showed that Jesus Christ, the Son of

God, died for the guilty : He gave him-
self to save sinners. They were very
attentive to hear this.

Dec. 5.—Went to Candiu. In the

evening, fifty-five men and women came
to hear the Word. Read and explained

to them the twentieth chapter of Exo-
dus. After I had done, they asked me
some questions ; they said, " You say

that God send you to tell us about our
sinfui state—what is the matter God let

ns fall into sin I opened the Bible,

and read and explained to them the third

chapter of Genesis, and told them how
sin came upon all men : we, according
to that, are born in sin. They answer-
ed not a word ; but were glad when
I told them about the Lord Jesus Christ

<)ur Saviour.

Dec. 6, 1820.—Went to Fose, where
we stopped all day. The people came
together about seven o'clock : I saw
flfty-nine men and women, besides chil-

[dec.

dren. Read and explained to them the
twentieth chapter of Exodus: they were
attentive Then I saw a gregree with
two laces. I wanted to buy him, but
they Avanted too much money : they
asked u\t one pound sterling. I want-
ed to lay hold ot him, but they would
not let n e : they said it would kill me.
I said, " Let me try but they would
not let me try : they said it would kill

me.
From that place I went to Pulnnyeh.

At six o'clock in the evening I saw se-

venty-nine men and women, besides
children. I read and explained the first

chapter of John : they were silent, and
very attentive Many came to me at
night, and asked many questions, and I

talked to them. Some said, " How can
we be saved !" I told them to believe
in the Son of God, and they should be
saved.

Dec. 8.—Went to a large town, called
Gabou. In the evening 1 saw 109 men
and women, besides children. 1 read
and explained to them the first chapter
of Genesis : they were all very atten-
tive, and glad to hear the Word of God.
Then they asked me about the Com-
mandments of God. I read and ex-
plained the twentieth chapter of Exodus
to them : they were very attentive.
May the Holy Ghost point them to the
Lord Jesus Christ our Saviour !

After that I went to a town called
Wally. Read, and explained, to fifty-

six men and women, the twentieth
chapter of Exodus. Then they asked
me some questions, and I read to them
the first chapter of Genesis : they were
very attentive.

After I had done speaking, some peo-
ple had tied np some salt, which they
were going to sell in the country. Be-
fore they went away, they went to the
gregree-house, and offered a sacrifice :

they took a fowl and some rice, and did
eat half, and took the other half, and
put it on the stone and some bones in

the gregree-house, and then went, one
by one, and prayed—" Help us, when
we go trading; open the way for us

;

give us good look, and bring us back
again :"—and then they took some of
the dirt which was in some shells in the

gregree-house, and rubbed it before their

heads. After that the Headman came
home. I told him why I was come,
and then told him what 1 had seen the

people do. He said, God give white'
man book, and he give us gregrees

;

and on them gregrees we depend, and
call upon God to help our gregrees to

help us again." Then I asked him if

he ever saw the gregrees do ?ny thing
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tor them ; You made them—how can

a thing help you, that you made your-

self?" He said, ''Yes, they help us.

Suppose my child, father, or mother

sick, we take fowl and rice, and cook it,

and put it on the gregrees, and then they

get well." 1 said, " Can the gregrees

save your souls ?" He said, " No, God
save them." Then I said, I tell you
God has no pleasure in them things you
do." I read to him the 115th Psalm,

and explained the same, and concluded,

saying, " If you do not leave otF these

things, and serve the True and Living

God, the words wliich you have now
heard will be witness against you in the

day when you. die." He said. "God
made me, and made the gregrees—

I

will not leave off my country-fashion
;

but go tell the man w^iich sent you,

that 1 am glad to hear the Word of

God ; but the women and gregrees I

will not let go : nor will I leave off

selling Slaves, for who will work for

me when I get old?" I told him to

show me a gregree that had made
Slaves. He said there was no gregree

that had made them. 1 asked again,
" Who made them ?" He said, '• God."

I then read the first chapter of Gene-
sis, and the second and third, and told

him how God made man—that he made
one man and one woman, not one man
and six or ten women ; and that God
made only one man, and not one man
and twenty slaves. He could not an-

swer, only said it was hard to leave off

country-fashion.
,

Dec. 9, 1820.—Went back again t»

Gabon, that large place.

December 10, Sunday.—About twelve

o'clock, 179 men and women, besides

children, came to hear the Word of God.

I read and explained to them the fifth

chapter of Matthew : they were all

very attentive.

The Headnian asked me, " Who
wrote this Book ?" " The man of God,
Moses ; and others."

Then some people said, " Mandingo
man live here : he have God's Book."
I said, " Call him, and let me see who
he is." Then the man came. I asked
him if he was a Mandingo man He
said, " Yes."—" You know book ?"

" Yes."—He said, Where you come
from ?" I said, "From Sierra Leone."

—

He said, " What you come to do ?"

I said, To tell the people about the

True God"—He said, " You only come
to make the people fools. That is not
God's Book. God's Book came from
the East, but you come from the West

:

your book is Devil's Book."—I said,

Where is your book ? Go and fetch it.

Let us see which is God's Book." He
said, " It is in the house : I will not go
and fetch it."—I said, " Who made your
book ?" He said, " Mahomed."—" What
good thing did Mahomed ?" He said,

" tell me your God's name first." I

said, "Jesus Christ, the Son of God;
who is over all, God blessed for ever

;

amen." He did not answer.—I said,

Did you ever hear of a man having
that name ?" He said, " No, because it

is a bad name."—I said, " Mahomed id

a man's name ; but the name of Jesus
Christ is a name above all names."

—

He said, " Mahomed is God's name :

he is God." I said, " Can Mahomed be
God, who was a thief, and robbed and
plundered and made himself big ?"

When he heard that, he got angry, got
up, and walked out of the door.—I said,
" Stop, I have not done yet ; don't be
angry." I opened the Bible, and read
the fifth of Matthew, 44, 45; explained
it, and asked if Mahomed commanded
the same. He said nothing, I then
said, " Mahomed tells you to fight

them that fight you, and to keep many
women : and why do you make gre-

grees and sell them ? I come to tell the
people God's word, for nothing; but
you come and make gregrees, and sell

them ; and so get your living." He
was very angry, and could not answer

;

but spake very much in his own coun-
try-tongue. I think he cursed me much.
Then the people laughed at him, and
told him to go away—they wanted to

hear me about my God. He would not

go. Then the headman said, " Take
him away, before he gets mad." Then
the people laid hold of him, and took
him away.
Then I said, " I am sorry for that

man : and suppose you like to hear him,
I don't want to hinder you." Then the

headman said, " We never saw a man
come and tell us them things ; we are

glad to hear you, and we will try to do
these things you tell us." He said,

" tell the man who send you, that we
are glad to hear that word; and, if he
is willing, w^e want to send our children

to him ; and if you like, you shall take
one now, that they may learn the word
of God, and tell us. Tell the man that

send you, to send you again soon, and
other people, to tell us the word ofGod."
I said that I had no orders to bring chil-

dren, but I would let him know when I

came again. He said, " Good bye
and begged me to come again soon.

About two o'clock I went away, and
came to a place called Foplay. Saw for-

ty two men and women besides children

Read to them the fifth chapter of ^.
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Matthew ; they were very attentive to

heav.

Dec. 11.—Went, this morning, to Co-
nolloh. The headman, whose name
was John, a Mulatto man, said he was
glad I had come—he would try to make
Sunday. He spoke good English, and
said he would tell the people.

In the night, their Devil came. The
moon shone. He danced much ; and
the people got up, and danced about

him.
Dec. 12.—We came to-day to the

Plantains, about ten o'clock.

Dec. 17, Sunday.—Mr, Caulker, who
had come home, read Prayers about ten

o'clock, and the children sung a hymn
in Sherbro : then Mr. Caulker told me
to speak to the people. I read and ex-

plained the eleventh Chapter of Eccle-

siastes : first I spoke in English, and then

in Sherbro. They were attentive : forty-

nine men and women were present.

At seven o'clock in the evening, Mr.

Caulker read the Prayers, and the Chil-

dren sung a Hymn in Sherbro.

Dec. 18, 1820.—About two o'clock,

this morning, we set olf for Cape Shil-

ling ; but went first to Ribbee. We
eame to that place about nine o'clock

in the evening. We had no water, and

nothing to eat, and had been all day
without it : the canoe-men drank some
water in the river, which was half-salt

:

but the Lord helped us. May his grace

be with us always I

Dec. 19.—Saw Banna Cangerah, the

Headman of the river. He does not

live at Ribbee, but lives further up. He
called the people together, and 1 spoke

to them on the fifty-fifth Chapter of Isa-

iah : they were attentive, I told the

headman that I wanted to go up the

river, to the place where he lived ; but

he said, No
;
you must stop till you

come again, when I am at home." He
asked me what was the man's name
who sent me. I told him, Mr. Johnson.

He said he was going to SieiTa Leone,
and he would go to Regent's Town and
see him.

Dec. 20.—Went up another river, call-

ed the Ta. Went to Baba, where we
were two years ago. The people knew
me. I spoke in the evening, to thirty-

two men and women : read and ex-

plained the fifty-fifth chapter of Isaiah.

Dec. 21.—I went to Incaber : saw
twenty-eight men and women. Read
and explained the fifty-fifth chapter of

Isaiah ; they were glad to he£ir the

word,
Dec. 22.—Came back to Baba

;
and,

from that place, to Yeaba. Spoke on
the twentieth chapter of Exodus to

[dec'.

twenty-three people. From that place
I went to Tumbo ; spoke to thirty-seven

men and women. Then I went to Ma-
jan : saw twenty-three people : read
and explained the seventh chapter of

Matthew. From that place I went to

Kent.
Dec. 23.—Left Kent for Regent's

Town : walked all night, and got to

Regent's Town on Sunday morning, at
five o'clock.

Praise and glory be to God, who has
brought me back again ! Oh may he
bless the Avord to my poor country-
people I may the Holy Spirit teach them
and bless it to their hearts ! may he
give them faith, through Jesus Christ
our Lord ! Amen.

Mr. G. Caulker's Testimony respect-
ing William Tamba's Visit.

In a letter of Dec. 17, 1820, Mr.

George Caulker bears the following

testimony to the manner in which Wil-

liam Tamba executed his Mission :

—

I have the pleasure of giving you these
few lines by William Tamba; who has
exerted himself, with a great deal of
credit on his part, and much to my satis-

faction : he intends from here to go to
you, by Ribbee and Barbara. Could the
Society spare him again before the
rains, before the people be lulled again
to sleep as they are much led now to
see the meaning of a Sabbath-day.
Tamba has behaved in a most Chris-

tian manner, all the time he has been
here ; and has given the enemies of re-

ligion no room for scandal.

Opening for a Missionar}) in the

Sherbro.

The preceding Journal suflSciently

attests the readiness of the people, in

the parts \isited, to receive instruction >

and the favour ofthe Native Chiefs, who
have the control of that portion of the

Sherbro County.

Mr. George Caulker is himself, ren-

dering the most important service to

his countrymen, byhis translation of the

Scriptures and the Liturgy into the na-

tive tongue. A copy of the morning

and evening service, in the Sherbro,

has been sent home ; an edition of

which has just left the press, and will

be forwarded without delay to Africa.

Mr. Nylander, who, from his long re-

sidence among the Bulloms.. at Yongroo
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Pomoh, feels deeply interested in the

progress of Christianity among the Bul-

lom and Sherbro people, writes on this

subject, Jan. 15, 1821—

Mr. Caulker wishes his brother Ste-

phen to go home, and establish a school

at his place, and thereby to prepare the

way for any Missionaiy that may be
sent thither. He requested me very
particularly to represent it to the Soci-

ety, and ask them to send a Missionary
as soon as possible, to whom he would
render every assistance in his power,
which indeed he has done to William
Tamba already.

The Committee are taking measures

for sending a Missionary to this quarter.

GRAND BASSA,
IN WESTERN AFRICA.

AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY.

The following article, from
the London Missionary Regis-

ter, will be perused by the

American reader, with peculiar

interest :

—

Purchase of Land for a Colony, at

St. John^s River.

At p. 201 of our last Number, we
stated the intention of the American

agents to proceed dc^vn the coast
;

and that they were to be accompanied

by William Tamba and William Davis,

two of the Church Missionary Society's

native teachers. By despatches just

arrived, we learn that they have suc-

ceeded in their object,

Mr. Andrus and Mr. Bacon, with their

two native friends, left Sierra Leone,

in a Schooner, on the 22d of March.

On the 1st of April, they reached the

Bassa Country. The old King, John,

who received Mr. Cates very cordially

on his visit to these parts, was dead.

He had been succeeded by King Ben.

On the 12th of April, King Ben and the

Headmen held a Palaver with their

Visiters ; when an agreement was made
for a quantity of land, to be held by an

annual payment, or tribute, of two

casks of rum, two casks of manufactu-

red tobacco, one box of pipes, twenty

pieces of cloth, and other articles. The

King's Son accompanied the agents^to

Sierra Leone. William Tamba, on the

return of the Schooner, was put on

shore at the Plaintains, and proceeded

on another Journey among the Sherbro

People.

The following extract of a Letter

from the Rev. W. Johnson to the

Church Missionary Society, dated Re-

gent's Town, April 27, 1821, states some

of the interesting circumstances under

which the negociation was brought to a

successful termination :

—

Last night, I was agreeably surprised

at the sight of Mr. Bacon, who has been
down the Coast to the Bassa Country.
William Davis also returned ; and they
were accompanied by the King's Son
of that Country. William Tamba is

gone again on a visit to the Sherbro
People.

The Missionaries have succeeded in

obtaining land : they have a sufficient

quantity to begin a Colony in the Bassa
Countr)^ It appears that the King of
that Country is in earnest, or he would
not have sent his Son ; which may be
taken as a token of his sincerity, in re-

spect to his promise of the land. I can-
not express what I felt, when the news
reached my ears. A heavy burden fell

at once from my mind, wliicli has been
there ever since I heard of the death of
Mr. Cates ; for he, humanly speaking,

died in consequence of the fatigue which
he endured in going to that country :

and I was the cause of his undertaking
the journey ;. for I first proposed it to

him, and then urged a Special Meeting
to be held for the purpose. But now I

see, that had not Mr. Cates gone thither,

the Missionaries would not have recei-

ved land. William Davis produced
the agreement which the King had made
with "Mr. Cates, and which opened the
way immediately.
The people were in the evening

school when William Davis and the
prince arrived. I took the prince to the
school house ; and, had our friends in

England seen the sight, they would have
wept for joy. His countrj'men, who
were standing in their respective classes,

left them without asking leave, sur-

rounded the son of their king, shook
hands with him in the most aftectionate

manner, and inquired after their rela-

tives. Some leaped for joy when they
heard that their parents were alive : and
the prospect of the gospel soon sound-
ing in their ears, caused such sensations



as cannot well he described. David
Noah heard that his father and brethren

were all alive and well. William Davis
said that he had seen some of those who
had sold him ; and who tried to hide

themselves, being ashamed to look at

him : the mistress of his last master
(who sold him to the Portuguese.) when
she saw him, ran towards him, and fell

round his neck and wept ; he heard also

that his mother was alive ; but she was
too far in the interior to enable him to

pay her a visit this time
;
he, however,

sent her a present, and word that he
hoped soon to see her, and to have her
in his family. Some of the people were
so struck when they saw Davis, that

they scarcely would believe that he was
the same ; as an instance of one return-

ing, who had been sold out of the coun-
try, had never occurred before. Is this

not a Joseph's case ? Oh how wonder-
ful are the ways of the Lord

!

The missionaries have agreed to settle

on the shores of the Bassa country, in

the beginning of next dry season.

It was the intention of the Church

Missionary Society, to embrace the first

opportunity of entering on the promi-

sing field among the Bassa people,

which Mr. Cates's visit had opened.

The Society will greatly rejoice that

American Christians have gained a foot-

ing there ; and that its own previous

researches and labours have led, in any

measure, to the attainment of their ob-

ject. The New Colony will serve as a

point of support to the exertions of Na-

tive, as well as of American and English

Christians, to diffuse the light of the

Gospel on these shores.

As these circumstances have given

new interest to Mr. Cates's proceedings

with the inhabitants of the country

where the American Settlement is to be

formed, we shall extract from his Jour-

nal the chief particulars which occur-

red :

—

Mr. Cates's Journal.

March 6, 1819.—At six o'clock, we
proceeded to a small town at the bar of

St. John's River. Davis read a few ver-

ses of the second chapter of Jsaiah, and
addressed the people. They were at-

tentive and willing to hear ; but could

say nothing as to the probability of a

person being allowed to settle among
them as a Teacher.

lELLIGENCK. [dKC.

At two o'clock we procured a canoe,
and crossed the river in search of John
White, the Headman, who was to con-
duct us to King John, After walking
about three miles on the sandbeach, we
arrived at a town of Kroomen and Fish-
ermen. Here we learnt that John
White's town was some miles further
on, but that he was gone to King John's
town to attend the funeral of a deceas-
ed Headman. We set off, therefore,
for the King's town.
We had not gone far, before a man

came after us from John White, saying
that he w^ould meet us at a small town
in the way. W^e proceeded thither, and
found him waiting. He conducted us
to King John's town.
King John's town is about six miles

from the sandbeach, in a fertile coun-
try. The soil appears good ; and though
now in the midst of the dry season,
there is plenty of grass to support the
numerous cattle which graze round the
town. The houses are generally circu^

lar, the roofs commencing at about three
feet from the ground

;
many of them

are carried up, in a conical shape, to the
height of twenty or twenty-five feet

;

the top being defended by a turf of
earth, on which a plant resembling
house-leek grows. They are better

built than any that we have lately seen.

Mud walls and matted floors are com-
mon.
Our arrival was soon noised abroad

;

when men, women, and children ran
together to look at the white man. I

was sitting in a large Palaver House,
which in less than ten minutes was so

filled with people, that the heat became
quite oppressive ; while the noise was
such, that a Stentor must have despair-

ed of being heard. I was obliged to

move into the open air, where I sat

nearly half an hour to gratify their cu-

riosity. It was amusing to observe the

various countenances which surrounded
me. Many of the men came to shake
ray hand ; while the women pressed on
the shoulders of the men, and thrust the

children under their arms and legs in

all directions, with various indications

of surprise or fear. After the crowd of

men and women had retired, the child-

ren seemed determined to indulge a lit-

tle longer in the novel sight ; and mo-
ved round me at a few yards distance,

to sun'^y both back and front, as we
would do a chained wild beast.

The approach of the King was now
announced. Some mats were spread

and a wooden-seated chair, which had
lost its back, was brought for him to sit

upon. The king is a feeble old man v
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but possesses his faculties much better

than I expected. He was dressed in a

long robe of country cloth, made in the

Mandingo style ; and had on his head a

scarlet and blue cloth cap, ornamented
with Vandyke and tassels. By the help

of a staif, he was able to walk to his

seat ; and his sight was sufficient to dis-

tinguish me very readily. He inquired

after my health, my name, and my bu-
siness. Being satisfied on these points,

he said he was glad to see me, and to

hear what I told him. As it was getting

dark, I deferred a longer interview- till

the morning
;
telling the King, that if

he would then assemble his people, w e

would read the Book which we had
brought, and talk to them about it. He
cheerfully assented ; and after a little

more conversation respecting the places

which we had visited, whence we came,
and the doctrine that we taught, he
went away.
The people 'then began to express

their opinions about us That we .should

have walked from Sierra Leone, seem-
ed almost incredible : and, in order to

get rid of this difficulty, one man stated

it to be his opinion, that I came dow n
from heaven ; which he thought, of
course, a shorter journey.
The King supplied us with a house ;

and, soon after, sent a large bowl of
beef and soup ; but as it had too large
a portion of palm-oil for my taste, the
men enjoyed the benefit of it. In an
open shed, near the hquse appropriated
to our use, w^as the unburied body of
the deceased Headman, as they report-
ed. Before we began our meeting for

prayer, the people had assembled at this

shed, with drums and horns, howling
and dancing in the extravagant manner
which we had before w itnessed. I ex-
pected that we should scarcely be able
to hear the voice of prayer for their

noise : but, before the first hymn was
finished, they heard us, and left their
dancing to come and look at us ; nor
did they begin any more during the
night, to my great comfort.
March 7, 1819. Sunday.—The king

sent word, that, by eight o'clock, he
wanted to hear our book I went,
therefore, with Tamba and Davis. We
found him seated on a leopard's skin,
on a mat on the ground, in a small court
surrounded with houses, which were
connected by mud walls, and through
which there were three entrances. His
head, in addition to the red cap, was
now surrounded with an enormous
quantity of leopard's teeth tied together.
There did not appear less than tw"o hun
'Ired; the weight of which must have

been severely felt by his enfeebled neck.

About thirty people were admitted with
us, and the doors were shut. I read

part of the eighteenth chapter of St.

Matthew, and addressed them ; Davis
repeating, in Bassa, what I said. They
were very attentive ; and seemed thank-
ful for the instruction given them, and
much surprised at seeing a countrj'-man

of their own so far elevated above them.
Having concluded, I told the king that

I shouLcl like, in the forenoon, to speak
to his people more publickly, in some
place where all who wished might at-

tend. He said, he was willing, and
should be glad himself to be present.

I had not long returned to the house,

before the king followed me ; and hav-

ing ordered his i)eople to caich a small

bull, he presented it to me, begging that

I would accept it, and order one of my
people to kill it. I thanked him ; but
said, as there w ould be much more than
we could eat w hile it would be good, I

would rather decline so bountiful a pre-

sent. If that were the case, he said, I

should take as much as I liked, and he
would take the rest. I again thanked
him, but still declined : it being Sunday,
I did not like that the men should be so

employed. All, however, would not
avail, but take part I must. The King
therefore ordered his people to kill it

;

and, when dead, would not take a piece

till I had chosen which part I thought
proper. I complied, and took about a
quarter, but he would make it up'nearly

half He inquired whether our great

knowledge was acquired at all by any
particular diet. Being told that it was
not ; but that all w hich we knew natu-

rally, others were equally capable of

attaining by a little study ; and that all

which we knew spiritually, God could

teach him and his people ; he seemed
6ur[)rised.

Jt was twelve o'clock before we were
ready for morning service, which W(;

held in the palaver house. I had no
sooner entered, than the people flocked

together in crowds, to hear thfe surpri-

sing things about which we talked ; in

a few minutes, the king came ; when
between two and three hundred per-

sons seated themselves around, and
were silent beyond what I could have
expected from such untutored people.

We began by singing part of the nine-

teenth Psalm. 1 then prayed ; and
William Davis explained the meaning
of each of these services to them. I

then read tlie second chapter of Genesis ;

and spoke briefly ob the creation of man
in a state of happiness, and contrasted

it with his present state ; leaving Wil'
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liam Davis to enlarge on these topics.

Among other things, as a proof of man's
departure from justice, he stated their

custom of killing the people of a whole
town, if they can, for the offence of one
man, and contrasted it with the justice

and mercy enjoined by the Word of
God ; on which the whole congi-egation,

who had hitherto been silent, set up two
or three loud shouts, as if they had been
electrified. On inquiry, I found that

these were shouts of approbation, and
meant that what we said was very good.
As soon as silence was restored, Davis
finished his discourse

;
and, after sing-

ing the hundred and seventeenth Psalm,
and praying, we concluded the service :

promising to meet them again before
night, as they seemed still disposed to

hear.

At five o'clock, we had afternoon

service. I read the third chapter of

Genesis : and explained to them the fall

of man, and the curse of God incurred

thereby; and then, directing them to

•fesus as the all-suflicient Saviour, con-
cluded with prayer. They were quite

willing to hear, and professed to ap-

prove what was said. The poor old

king, especially, seemed desirous that

himself and his people should have in-

struction.

March 8, 1819.—They kept up drum-
ming and dancing to a very late hour
last night, and deprived me of rest.

The king came early this morning, to

ask after my health ; and to tell me
that he liked the proposal which I had
made, of sending William Davis to teach

them.
Four or five times in the course of the

day, I was called on to read to them
;

and their desire to hear continued una-

bated. They busied themselves in de-

vising means of remembering the dif-

ferent parts of Scripture which I read.

The king begged hard that I Avould stay

till all his headmen should have time to

arrive and hear. Toward night I was
seized with a pain in the head, which
prevented my going out again.

March 9.—My head being much
worse, I was obliged to keep my bed
almost all the morning. About one
o'clock I made an attempt to read to

the people, but was unable to sit, and
had to leave Davis to conclude.

March 10.—I continued very unw^ell

most part of the day ; but toward night

was a little better. I took the opportu-

nity of going to the king, to hear his

final determination, •which he gave, by
assuring me that'he should be glad to

-eneivc and aflbrd protection to Wil-

[dec.

liam Davis, to live as a teacher among
them He requested that I would leavB
him a book, to state what I had told

him : with this I complied, and took
down his answer in a book for myself.

1 then told the king that I purposed
to set out for home in the morning, to

which he agreed. I had first thought
of going to the next river

;
but, finding

that king .John's territory extended
thither, as well as to a considerable
distance northward, and as I had now-
seen most of the headmen from thence,
who all approved of our plan, I thought
it unnecessary' to prolong the journey.

There is abundant room for as many
teachers as we can send them, and
there appears a great disposition to rc^

ceive them.

March 11.—The king came early to

see me, and bid me farewell.

Soon after seven o'clock, we left his

town, on our way back, having repeated
our mutual desire for thfe instruction of
the Bassa countiy.

The tract of land purchased by the

American Agents is estimated at be-

tween thirty and forty miles square. It

is situated on St. .John's River, about

the 6th degree of North latitude. It is

said to be healthy and fertile—lying

high—and producing rice of an excel-

lent quality, with ail kinds of tropical

grains and fruits, and very good coffee,

cotton, and tobacco. The water is good,

and the river furnishes the best fish and

oysters. The purchase has been eflFect-

ed, it is said, on the most advantageous

terms; the cost, in America, of the an-,

nual supply of articles agreed for in re-

turn for the land being about 300 dol-

lars.

Return of Mr. Bacon , and Death of

Mr. Andrus.

We regret to state that the Settlers

have encountered another trial, in the

death of the Rev. J. R. Andrus, and the

return of Mr. Bacon. Mr. Andrus had

it in contemplation to return to Ameri-

ca, in order to state to the Government

and the Society his views of the mea-

sures which seemed necessary for the

w ell-being and prosperity of the colo-.

ny. The plan was, however, changed

^

on the day previous to his intended de-

parture: the ill health, as it appes.?. o:
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Mr. Bacon rendering it necessary that

he should return to America. Mr. Ba-

con accordingly left Sierra Leone, on

the 16th of June, in an English vessel

bound for Barbadoes ; whence he pro-

reeded to Martinique, and thence reach-

MOUNTAUNEERii.

ed New-York on the 19th ot August.

In the mean while, his late associate,

Mr. Andrus, had sickened and died. He

was buried on Sunday, the 29th of July

—" a great loss," says Mr. Johnson, " hu-

manly speaking, to the cause of Africa.''

FRENCH MOUNTAINEERS.

Under thia head, an interest-

ing narrative, was inserted in

the fourth number of our pre-

sent volume. Our Readers will

doubtless be gratified to hear

again from the pious Widow
and her Christian friends.

—

The following letter from the

hand of the Widow, in return

for the second donation of

books, we find in the last num-
ber of the London Evangelical

Magazine :

—

Chateau de Bellevue pres Paris,

August 10, 1821.

Dear Sir,

I AM encouraged by your prompt in-

sertion of my last, and by the interest

which several correspondents have as-

sured me it has excited, to request you
will give a place in your valuable pages

to the following letter, from the widow
of St.

,
acknowledging the arri-

val of the books, which I stated to have
been sent.

I am, dear Sir, yours most truly,

Mark Wilks.
To tlu Rev. G. Burder,

Sir, and respectable friend and bro-

ther in our Lord Jesus Christ ;

May our divine Redeemer give us all

ihe grace to participate in his second
coming : and may he deign to enlighten

us with the beams of his divine light,

lhat we may avoid the snares spread on
every side by the enemy of all good, to

induce us to abandon the Lion Shep-
herd CLioJi berger,) who is the true pas-

tor of our souls. In the hope of tliese

blessings, we should mutually pray for

each other, that we may all be children

of the promise.

It is impossible to describe the imut-

Dec. 1821. 31

terable joy that my heart experienced
on the arrival of the box which you
sent me. How agreeably was I sur-

prised, at the sight of so many more
copies of the New Testament than I had
requested, and of the other religious

books which you and your friend M —
had added ; all of them more or less in-

structiv^e and useful ! I could not help

reading over and over again the letters

enclosed, which afford fresh proof of
the desire of yourself and your friends

to contribute to the advancement of the

reign of our Divine Redeemer. It is

with these sentiments that my family,

myself, and all my dear friends, whom
I regard as my brethren and sisters in

Jesus Christ, request you to accept our
humble and sincere thanks for the zeal

and eagerness you have manifested, to

send us all that might promote our spi-

ritual advancement, and especially for

sending the Testament of our Lord Jesus
Christ ; for all other religious books are

but sketches or explanations, more or
less extended, of that sacred volume

—

the book par excellence. We entreat

you to assure M of our sincere re-

spect and attachment, and all your
friends, whom we esteem as brethren
and sisters in Christ, since they expect
the final appearance of the Saviour,

which seems to be at hand, and the ob-
ject of which is the conversion and
regenemtion of the people of the pro-
mise. For it is not till after the regene-
ration of this people, beloved of God,
that all the people of the earth shall

unite to adore the Redeemer in spirit

and in truth at Jerusalem,

Sir, and dear brother in our Lord Je-

sus, 1 cannot find words to express the
satisfaction I experienced from the pre-

sent you have made me, of a Bible con-
taining the old and New Testameiits,

and which you beg me to accept as a
mark of your Christian affection. It

was not necessary to have sent this truly

religious present to convince me of thp

love which you feel for all your brethren

in Christ ; for the day I had the honour
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and happiness to become acquainted

with you, I had unequivocal proofs of

your sentiments in that respect. I was
the more gratified and edified by this

mark of your regard, as it was my in-

tention to have requested in my last let-

ter some copies of the old Testament

;

hut I dared not execute my design, for

fear of abusing your Christian complai-

sance and charity. Ihe Old and New
Testament, properly understood, are

but one Testament; such is the connex-
ion of the sacred books—for the New
Testament is the key to the Old, and
the Old the same to the Sew. In innu-

merable passages of the Old Testament,
the birth, death, anti glory of our divine

Redeemer are announced, in terms

more or less distinct. In reading the

prophecies of Jeremiah and Isaiah, w e

perceive that those prophets spake of

our Saviour as though they had lived

with him on the earth. His second
coming is also foretold in many passa-

ges, especially in the prophecies of Eze-
iiel and Daniel.

To return to the box, which your
Christian generosity and charity has

sent : it has excited universal joy in the

hearts of all our friends in this country.

Immediately that they learnt the agree-

able news, they liocked to see me, and
to have the happiness and advantage of

procuring the Testaments of our Re-
deemer, and in less than five days the

box was emptied. I gave copies of the

gospel of St. Matthew to those who had
not the satisfaction and consolation to

procure a complete copy of the Testa-

ment. The whole was so soon distri-

buted that many could have nothing

;

and there are also many who do not

yet know of the arrival of the second
box. I intend to lend the copy of the

Testament, and of the other books,
which I have reserved for myself,

among our friends in the neighbour-
hood, who by the grace of God are of

our sentiments, and consequently are

disposed to make a holy use of them.
Several of our friends have the same
intentions, in order that the books we
have may be as useful as possible.

I believe I may assure you, in the

presence of Him who sees the bottom
of our hearts, that I have observed, to

the letter, your instruct ons relative to

the distribution of the testaments. You
will learn then, that I have disjKtsed of

fifietn copies at four franks per copy,
and I assure you I was much edified in

receiving this money ; for all those from
whom I received it, gave it with a gay-

ety of heart which it is impossible to

describe : some regretting that they had
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so often spent their money less profita-

bly, and others desiring that they might
always use it as suitably for the future.

That which has most edified me is, that

almost all our friends in this country
subsist by hard labour ; for you know
that for several years the price of work
has considerably diminished. As for

the other copies, I have distributed them
to persons who could not purchase
them, but who, through the mercy of
our divine Saviour, hope and intend to
make a holy use of the reading of the
sacred book.

As I hope you \\ \\\ do me the honour
and the Christian kindness to acknow-
ledge the receipt of this, I request you
to inform me how I can remit you the
sixty franks, which I am indebted to you
for the j?//een New Testaments. As our
brethren and sisters in Jesus Christ,

who, by an etFect of his grace altogether
free and unmerited, look for his second
coming to salvation, are delighted and
edified by the truly Christian salutation

w hich you have sent through me : they
desix-e me to express their gratitude,
and to request you to accept theirs in

the same spirit. I unite with them in

beseeching you and your respectable
friend M and all your friends, not
to forget us in your prayers to the Fa-
ther of Lights, that he may give us
grace to persevere in the same senti-

ments, and grant us all the mercy to
join the general assembly in the hea-
venly Jerusalem. Amen. Expecting
that happy day, I entreat yon to believe

me your very humble servant and friend
in Jesus Christ,

The Widow .

THE PENITENT CONVICT.

From the Correspondence of the Lon-
don Tract Society.

On Monday morning, May 28, 1821,
I took a place outside a coach, from
L , to a town in L shire,

distant about forty-five miles. As we
were about to commence the last stage

of the journey, I seated myself on the
coach-box, when, to my great mortifi-

cation, I observed, that four convicts in

irons were preparing to mount the roof
immediately behind the box. Not lik-

ing to be in the vicinity of such compa-
ny, I vacated my seat ; and scrambled
over the top of the coach, taking a seat

behind, congratulating myself that I had
been able to make so timely a i-etreat

from my former position. Scarcely had
I sat down, when I discov^ered that the

three persons in the dicky, directly in
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front of me, were in irons also. I would
gladly have resumed my previous seat

;

thinkino; it better to have felons at my
back, than directly in front

;
but, on

turning about, I perceived that auother

passenger now occupied tiiebox, and no
alternative was left, but to remain
Avhere 1 was, or to descend from the

coach, and not to proceed to the place

of my destination. I chose the former,

and began to consider in what way I

might derive some good to myself, or be
the instrument of doing a little good to

my fellow travellers, with whom I had,

very unexpectedly and unwillingly, be-

come associated.

The first feeling of my mind, after

recovering from my bustle and surprise,

was one of gratitude to God
;
arising

from the inquiry ;
" Who maketh thee

to differ?" It was not difficult to answer;
I felt that I owed much to the provi-

dence of God for this difference, and
still more to his grace. In a few mo-
ments, I looked at the convict who sat

directly opposite to me ; he was better

dressed than the rest, and there was an
expression of thoughtfulness in his coun-
tenance, which led me to hope that he
would favourably receive observations
of a serious nature. I began the con-
versation, by observing, that I was very
sorry to see him in that situation ; he
thanked me in a very modest and hum-
ble manner. I then said, " What a
mercy it is, that though you have trans-

gressed the laws of yftur country, and
must suffer the punishment which they
denounce ;—yet you may come to a
God of mercy, for pardon of that par-

ticular offence, and for all the sins of

your past life." He replied, " Yes, I

feel that to be a mercy indeed .'"

As I cannot pretend to give in detail

all the conversation that passed between
us during the two hours we travelled

together, suffice it to say, that it embra-
ced every point of importance that con-
cerns the salvation of perishing sinners ;

and I have no hesitation in saying,— if

ever I conversed with a man, from
whose spirit and conversation I had rea-

son to conclude, that God had given
him a new and contrite heart, such an
one was this of whom \ speak. More
than fills, I doubt not, may be safely

added ; viz. That he who is exalted a
Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance
and the remission of sins, had bestowed
this double blessing on this poor con-
vict, who was enabled to testify that he
had peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ.

I was agreeably surprised to find him
-o well acquainted with the Scriptures.

On several occasions, he quoted, readily

and correctly, tho'^e which were most

pertinent to' the particular subject on

wiiich we were conversing ; he had

also learned several hymns while in

prison ;
parts of which he repeated,

particularly Cowper's ;

—

" There is a fuuulaia filled with blood," k.c.

And also,

« Prayer was appointed to convey," tc.

He was quite the reverse of being for-

ward to speak of his religious experi-

ence. On the contrary, there was a

modesty and humility in all he said,

particularly becoming his situation. He
found no fault with his prosecutors, nor

with his sentence, nor with any person t

he only found fault with himself.

But I must proceed to give an outline

of his history, as he related it at my
particular request ; several of tiie par-

ticulars have since been confirmed 1>y a

respectable clergyman ; and of the

truth of the remainder I have no doubt.

He was born in L shire, in 1793 j

his parents were in decent circumstan-

ces, but made no profession of religion,

except occasionally going to church.

At a suitable age he was apprenticed to

a respectable upholsterer in L .

He soon became regardless of the sab-

bath ; formed improper acquaintance,

and by degrees, gave himself up to va-

rious vices, and, among the rest, to pro-

fane swearing, and drinking to excess.

Soon after the expiration of his ap-

prenticeship he married ; but it does

not appear that any permanently good

effect was produced by the change. He
continued his evil courses, till at length

he committed a highway robbery, was

apprehended, convicted, and sentenced

to transportation for- life. This took

place about five years since. When he

had been in New South Wales two

years, he contrived to get on board a

vessel bound to the East Indies, and,

secreting himself in the hold till the ship

was under weigh, escaped from his

place of banishment. From the East

Indies he got to the United States, and

eventually returned to England. For

some time he endeavoured to obtain

employment in L ,bnt without

success ; he then returned to L
where his wife and child, and also his

parents, reside. From them he met

with rather a cold reception ;
he be-

came indifferent about himself, and, to

use his own expression, was beginning

to grow wild again. Some person gave

information of his return from trans-

portation. He was apprehended, sent,

to prison, and shortly afterward<» to
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Ti .. . — County Goal, Avhere he was
again convicted at last March Assizes.

It does not appear, that, up to this

period, any good efiect had been pro-

duced upon his mind by all the disgrace

and punishment wiilcii he had endured.
About two months after he had been
in prison at L , a fellow prison-

er, whose name was L ,
put a

Tract into his hand, desiring him to read

it; the title of it was, An appeal to
THE Heart. He read it ; and it pleas-

ed that Divine Spirit, whose office it is

to convince the world of sin, to make
this Tract an appeal to his heart, and to

make him deeply sensible of his con-

dition as a guilty sinner. He began to

pray, and to read his Bible, which had
been given him by the Rev. Mr. B

,

the minister of E Parish, who visit-

ed him in prison, previously to his last

commitment to L —
. iNot long

after this, he was visited by the Rev.

Messrs. H and G
,

Clergymen of the established Church,

whose oft repeated visits and instruc-

tions were of great use in helping him
forwards in the knowledge of Christ

and his salvation.

After having been brought to feel the

value of his own soul, he became con-

cerned for the salvation of his fellow

prisoners; and L
,

(the man
who gave him the Tract,) and himself,

began to speak to such of them as they

had access to, which they continued to

do, notwithstanding much persecution

und reproach up to the period of their

leaving prison.

When 1 met with the poor fellow, he

was on his way to Portsmouth, with the

rest, to be transported. L w^as

not of this party, but was to follow the

next day ; and it was expected they

would go out together. 1 saw a copy

of a letter written by the Rev. Mr.
(}

, in behalf of these two men,

of whom he speaks in very decided

terms, of his conviction of their being

turned from the error of their ways

;

and that, from their exemplary conduct

in prison, they were entitled to every

favour and indulgence that could be

shown them consistently with their

i-ituation.

I scarcely need add, that this stage of

my journey, which, at its commence-
ment, appeared so unpropitious proved

truly interesting and profitable to my-
self. 1 felt it to be an occasion when I

was providentially called to afford all

the instruction, encouragement, and

caution, which 1 was capable of giving.

The more 1 saw of the man, the more
reason had I to admire the grace of God

in him. Instead of complaining of the

persons who had been the cause of his

second apprehension, he blessed God
for it, being persuaded that it had been
the means of saving him from destruc-

tion. He informed me, that he had ac-

quired such a confirmed habit of swear-

ing, that he thought, at one time, it was
impossible he should be saved from
this ; but he now acknowledges, that,

since the fear of God has possessed his

mind, he finds it easy to abstain from
taking his holy name in vain. In an-

swer to an inquiry as to his enjoyment
of the comforts of religion, he replied ;

" Yes, Sir; I thank God, I do enjoy a

degree of peace which passeth all un-

derstanding;—I would not exchange
my present situation for a kingdom."

It is perhaps the most curious, though
the least important part of this little

histoiy, that the name of this poor fel-

low is the same as ray own. J. C. He
is however no kinsman of mine accor-

ding to the flesh ; but, inasmuch as I

believe him to be like myself, a sinner

saved by grace, I have no hesitation in

acknowledging him as a brother in

Christ Jesus.

SYNOD OF NEW-YORK AND NEW-JERSEY
Comniunicatctl for tlie American Missioiirtfy

Register.

ji JVarraiive ofthe State of Religion ivithm

the bounds of the Synod of JYew-York
and JYeic-Jerser/, during the past year.

The reports, which have been made
to the Synod of New-York and New-
Jersey, of the state of religion in the

churches under their care, have excited

us to praise, adore, and also to mourn.
From the Presbytery of Long Island,

little has been heard which is encou-
raging ;—they represent their churches
to be generally in a languid state.

Within the Presbytery of Hudson, God
has been pleased to pour out the influ-

ences of his spirit, with convincing light

and power. The churches of Westown>
Greenbush; Hempsted, Forrestburgh^
Nyack, and Chester, have been espe-

cially visited. In most of these congre-

gations, the revivals commenced in the

latter part of last year. In some they
were preceded by a season of lamenta-

ble lukewarmness ; in others, the way
appeared to be preparing for some time

previously ; the people of God were
awakened to more zealous and prayer-

ful exertions, to advance the Redeemer's
kingdom. The church of VVestown,

which eleven years since consisted ot

only eight members, tells the wonders
of redeeming love, in the hopeful con-

version of 3i)6 souls Th^s refreshing
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from the presence of the Lord, was
neither preceded by unusual lukewarm-
ness, nor ushered in by any remarkable

jprovidence—their meetings gradually

necame numerous and crowded, and a

deep and solemn silence, like the still-

ness of the grave, pervaded their assem-

blies. In Greenbush upwards of 60

have been added to the communion of

he church—in Hempsted 79—and in

Chester 160 have been gathered from
the world to the congregation of belie-

vers. At the commencement of the re-

vival in Chester, the state of religion

was uncommonly low, and professors

had long slumbered over it, with appa-

rent unconcern—yet, the set time to

favour Zion had come ; and when the

anxious' inquiry was he^rd, " what shall

we do to be saved," many were awfully

convictetl of having hardened their

hearts and resisted the strivings of the

Spirit.

The reports from the Presbytery of

JVorth River, represent the state of vital

godliness within their bounds to be on
ihe whole low, and still declining.

They speak of the decrease of their

numbers, and the coldness of professors,

as causes of sorrow and humiliation.

The aspect of religion in the churches
of the Presbytery of New-York, is more
encouraging. Their reports state a ge-

neral increase of their numbers and
prosperity. In the Brick Church there

lias been, during the past year, a revival

of religion, and as the fruit of it about

80 souls have been hopefully converted.

The Mission Church, which was com-
menced and continues to be supported

hy female benevolence, prospers. A
new Presbyterian church, under the

care of the Rev. Mr. Frey, has been or-

ganized, of which, several Jews are

members, and a commodious place of

worship erected for them in Vandewa-
ter-street. There have been two other

new churches formed, within three

years, in the city of New-York, and it

is with pleasure we hear of their pros-

perity, and the happy influence they
exert in their vicinity.

From the Presbytery of Jersey, the

reports have not, for many years, spo-

ken so loudly of spiritual leanness and
barrenness The past year has been a
seasoti of mournful declension, of spi-

ritual slumber and worldlitiexa among
professors, which calls loudly for humi-
liation before God. With united voice

they tell the sad evidences of the with-

drawmcnt of the special influences of

God's spirit, except in the congregation
of Bloomfield. There it has pleased the

povercign God to pouF out his Spirit.

Decisive tokens of this were first clearly

visible in the month of January. In this

gracious work of God the Spirit, the
members of the church became deeply
sensible of their guilt, in slumbering over
the interests of Zion, and devoting so
much of their time to the things of the
world— these impressions were more
and more deepened—Christians were
brought to mourn—they were quickened
in duty, and more closely cemented in

the bonds of brotherly aifection and
united devotion. As the fruits of this

revival, upwards of 130 entertain hopes
of having passed from death u»ito life,

and of these about 70 have united with
the church. While we rejoice in tliis

memento, that God has not entirely

withheld the show ers of his grace from
this section of his church, which in

many former years has been emphati-
cally marked as revival jiround

}
yet,

the symptoms of spiritual slumber, and
death, and devastation, are too visible

not to be seen, too criminal not to be
reproved, and too foreboding not to be
lanjented.

Within the Presbyteries of New-
Brunswick and Newton, there have-

been no general revivals. In the church
of Princeton an increased attention to

religion has been witnessed. In the
church of Newton, a special work of
grace commenced about the first Sab-
bath of March, after a winter of un-
common spiritual coldness. In the pro-

gress of this revival 32 persons have
been received into the communion of
the church. This work of grace, like

the others which have been reported,

has had a reforming influence on the
morals of the congregation. While the
churches of this Presbytery have where-
of to bless God, they have, with their

sister Presbyteries, also deep reason to

say, oh ! that the Lord would revive

his work in the midst of the years, " in

wrath remember mercy."
The Synod further report, that the

various institutions of piety and bene-
volence, auxiliary to the cause of God,
within their bounds, have been gene-
rally supported, and some eiilatged, du-
ring the past year. Sabbath schools

and biblical classes, established in most
of our congregations, continue, and are
still attended with the same happy re-

suits. In some of our congregations the
principal additions to the church have
bee , made from these schools and class-

es. Charitable associations, notwith-
standing the pressure of the times, have
generally exhibited their usual liberality.

The African school continues to en-

courage our hopes. There are at fre«
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sent six pupils under the care of the

board of Managers, who are making
commendable progress in preparation

for the gospel ministry.

In the college of New-Jersey, al-

though there has been no general revi-

val or awakening, yet fourieen students,

belonging to that institution, have,
withi.j the last year, made a public pro-

fession of religion.

The smiles of Divine Providence are

-still resting on the Thfuloi^icnl Seminnry
at Princeton. The highest number of

students connected with it, during the

summer sessi.)n, was 76. The spirit of

missions is still gaining in the seminary :

—of about 26 students, who, during the

last session closed their studies in the

institution, considerably more than half

have been engaged, or are about to en-

gage in missionnry service. One was
recently ordained with a view to a mis-

sion in the Sandwich Islands ; another,

for the purpose of taking charge of a

tribe of Indians in the western part of

the state of New-York. The attention

of the students to prayer meetings. Sab-

bath schools, and other pious and bene-

volent associations, continues rather to

grow than to diminish. Thus it appears

this school of the prophets is still under
the fostering care of the Head of the

church. While, therefore, God in his

providence is removing his servants one
after another, the Synod feel thankful

that he is raising up so many young
men of talents and hopeful piety for the

ministry.

Upon a review of the whole, the Sy-

nod, relying on the promises of God,
take courage, and resolve that for Zion's

sake we will not hold our peace, and
for Jerusalem's sake we will not rest,

until the righteousness thereof go forth

as brightness, and the salvation thereof

as a lamp that burneth.

Attest,

WM. A. M'DOVVELL, Staled Clerk.

SYNODICAL PROFESSORSHIP.
At the meeting of the Synod of New-

York and New-Jersey, in Newark, Oc-

tober 17, 1821, the following sums were
reported as having been collected for

the Professorship, in the Theological

Seminary at Princeton, to be endowed
by this Synod, viz.

—

Presbytery of Hudson.

Hopewell, - - - - ^4 25

Presbytery of Korth River.

Newburgh, - - - - ^48 62

New Windsor, - - - II 50

Marlborough and New Paltz. 10 00
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Presbytery of jXew-York.

Education Society of the Bible

Class, Spring-street Church,
New-York, "

- - - ^30 00
Rutgers-street Church, New-

York, - - - - 22 50
Newtown, - - - - 30 00
Hempstead, from three indivi-

duals, - - - - 12 00
Jamaica, - - . - 20 00

Presbytery of Jersey

Sundry individuals in Elizabeth-
Town, - - - - ;^ 178 8)

Female friend, do. - - 50 00
Biblical and Church History

Society, do. - - - 8 25
Rahway, - - - - 81 50
Springfield, - - - 36 00
Connecticut Farms, - - 14 00
New Foundland, - - 5 50

Presbytery of J^ew-BrvCnswick.

Trenton, . . . ^ 129 87
New Brunswick, - - - 90 00
Dr. Ashbel Green, - - 150 00
Dr. Samuel Miller, - - 100 (X)

Cranbur)', - - - - 14 37

Total, - $ 1047 17

A true extract from the minutes of

the Synod.
WM. A. M'DOWELL, Staled Clerk.

OBITUARY.

THOMAS C, SEARLE.

[From the Boston Recorder.'}

Died, at Madison, Indiana, on the
15th of October, the Rev. Thomas C.
Searle, pastor of the church in that
place, aged about 32 years. His ex-

cessive labours in preaching brought
on a fever, which terminated his life to

the irreparable loss of his church and
congregation, and to the great affliction

of all, who take an interest in the pro-

motion of sound learning and of pure
religion among our brethren in the new
settlements of the west.

Mr. Searle was a native of Rowley,
Mass. and a graduate of Dartmouth
College He received his theological

education at the excellent Seminary in

Princeton, N. J. to which he ever felt a
warm attachment as well as to the doc-

trines and discipline of the Presbyterian

church He had many inducements to

settle in the ministry among his friends

in New England ; but the deplorable

condition of our western brethren in

respect to religious ordinances, weighed
upon his heart and made him break

away from the endearments of kindred
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and all his early attachments, that he

might carry the gospel to the destitute.

Without property and with a small

family, many discouraging considera-

tions would naturally spring up ; but

being satisfied as to his duty, he placed

the most entire confidence in the good
providence of the Master, whom he

served. He went forth in faith, like

Abraham, not knowing whither he

went. At the distance of 1200 or 1500

miles from New England, as he was de-

scending the Ohio, he was induced,

about two years ago, to stop at .fiadison

where he opened an academy and was
settled in the Ministry. If he was
not the first Presbyterian minister esta-

blished in Indiana, yet, it is believed,

that not more than one or two ministers

could have been settled before him.

Unceasing in his labours in proclaiming

wherever it was in his power, tlie glad

tidings of salvation, with a real ever
flaming, with many plans for advancing
the literary, moral, and religious inter-

ests of Indiana, he in the mysterious,

but righteous providence of God, has

been called to a better world, leaving

an afflicted widow and infant son. He
died in the peace of the believer,—in

the triumphs of assured hope. Like
Larned, he has fallen in early life a

victim to his zeal in the cause of bene-
volence. In his short life he effected

much in the cause of religion ; but his

memory may do more for that cause
than his life.

JVeic- York Religious Trad Society.

Among the contributions to this Soci-

ety, reported at the last meeting of the

Board, were the following :

—

From a few Ladies of the Rev. Dr.
Roraeyn's Church, to constitute

their Pastor a member for life, ^20
From a few Ladies of the Rev. Dr.

Spring's Church, to constitute

their Pastor a member for life, ^20

ANECDOTE.
From the fifth Report of the Courtland-

County Bible Society.

A poor woman in Montreal received
a Bible from the British Agent in that
city. A Romish Priest, hearing of the
circumstance, made her a visit, intend-
ing to deprive her of the precious gift.

He offered her five dollars for her Bi-
ble. She declined taking it. He then
offered her ten, and afterwards fifteen

dollars ; she still declining, he left her.
The next day, he returned, and ofl'ered

her twenty-five dollars. She accepted
the offer, and, with the money, pur-
**Tmsed twenty-five Bibles, which she

distributed among her destitute neigh-
bours, under such conditions, that the

Priest could not obtain them.

VARIOUS NOTICES.

(From the Boston Missionary Herald.]

A person who, in behalf of a Society
of benevolent females, had sent a do-
nation to the Cornwall school, thus
writes

—

" Our donation, though small in it-

self, was derived, in part, from different

Christian names, and is most cheerfully

appropriated by the Board of Otficers,

at present exclusively Episcopalian, to
the grand and blessed object, in which
all the saints delight :—that of evangeli-

zing the world. The work is the Lord's,

and who can hinder The ingathering

of the heathen, and the conversion of
the ends of the earth, are among the

immutable purposes of Heaven, and
'•those purposes shall stand; yea, our
God will perform all his pleasure ' We
rejoice greatly, Sir, and bid you God
speed, in every design and execution of
love. How thankful should Christians

be—themselves redeemed from slavery

and death—that they may co-operate

in designs of infinite benevolence ; that

they may be instrumental in sending
grace, mercy, salvation, to thousands of
immortals sittiu ': in darkness and the
shadow of death."

Two gentlemen not long since, as

they were riding in the stage, lell into

conversation on the various benevolent
objects of the day. At length one pro-
posed that, if the other would do the
same, he would engage to pay for the
education of as many children in Cey
Ion, as there were members in his own
family, reckoning himself, his wife, and
four children ; that is $12 annually for

six years. The other "gentleman had
two children, and, of course, ^48 a
year would be his payment, which he
readily engaged to make. Thus in a
few moments, ^120 annually were pled-

ged for six years, towards the Christian

education of destitute heathen children.

An apprentice to a mechanic, on
coming of age, sent a donation of ten
dollars, (more than a tenth part of all

he was worth,) to the support of the
missionary cause. Who that is ac-

quainted with human affairs, or has ob-
served the course of Divine Providence,
can suppose that this young man is

more likely to be poor, than if he
hoarded his money or expended it in

worldly gratifications ? A judicious ob-

server will expect a far different result.

It will at length be acknowledged the

dictate of true wisdom to dtdicatt (he

first fruits of all our increase to the Lord.
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CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE UNITED FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY

13 11

13 37

Dwing the Months of
D. c.

From the Monthly Prayer Meeting- in the

Associate Reformed Church in Cedar-st.

by Mr. Ulake,
From the Auxiliary missionary Society,

in Flatbush, Ulster county. N. Y. by their

treasurer, Mr. Abraham Hendricks,
From Dr. Elias Cornelius, Somerstown,

Westchester county, M. Y. a donation,

Fi om Michael Allen, of Pittsburgh, to con
stitute him a member for life, 30
From George (irant, of Pittsburgh, to

constitute him a member for life, 30
From Messrs Bakew ell, Page and Bake-

well, of Pittsburg, a donation per Mr Allen, 25 25
Frum the Youth's Missionary Society of

Wai ren and its Vicinity, Trumbull county,
Ohio, per George ygatt, treasurer,

From several Ladies in Waterford, Sara-
toga county, N. Y. by the Rev. Dr. Blatch-
ford,

From the Rev. Matthias Bruen, to consti-

tute him a member for life,

From the Auxiliary Female Missionary
Society at Leacock, by Mrs. R. Watson,
treasurer, through R. Ralston, F^sq. Philad. 16 75
From iMr. Samuel Comstock, Wilton,

Conn, by M. Marvin, Escj. to constitute the

Rev. Sylvanus Haight a member for life, SO
From the Auxiliary Missionary Society

at Salisborough, Pequa, enclosed by John
M'Cally, treasurer, 29

Donations by Members, 11

From Mrs M'Card, of Basking Ridge, N.
.T. by the Rev. W. C. Browniee, I

From the Monthly Prayer Meeting in Dr.
Romeyn's Church in ( edar-street, by the
treasurer, Benjamin Strong, Esq.
From Messrs. John Heid and John Craig,

executors of Mrs. M. AVilliams, late of Sa-

10

10

30

10

October and JVovember.

D. C
lem, Washington county, N. Y. it being the
first dividend of 3 per cent on a legacy be-

queathed by her to this Society of 300 df»lls. 25
From a poor Widow, by \lr. R. L Nevins, 50
From Middlebury, Vt. contributed by

two Friends in Amwell, jier T A. Merrill, t

Sundries received by Isaac Heyer, Esq.
from Abraham Peters, in Bennington. Vt. 4
From tiideon Corning, Agent at Troy,

balance of his account, 4 40
From Wdliam Hollister, Agent at New-

bern, ^. C. * 21
From Thomas Deals, Agent at Canandai-

gua, received of East Bloomfield Debating
Society, 3
From the Presbyterian Church at Gor-

leam, 4 25
From the Presbyterian Church of East

Bloomfield, 12 67
From the Congregational Church at Vic-

tor, 5
From the Rev. William Moderwell aad

Thomas McDowell, Agents at Augusta, 54 20
From the Cent Society at Warwick,

Orange county, N Y. by their treasurer,
Mrs Deborah Pelton, 16 72
From Mr. John Roy, Warwick, do. do. a

donation, 5
From the Missionary Society, Parramus,

Bergen county, N. J. of which the Rev. Wil-
liam Elting is president, per favour of Mr.
Henry A Hopper, 10
From part of the avails of a Missionary

Field, cultivated at (rreenwich. Conn. 4 6D
From the Female Society of 13ristol, Sau-

gertles, Ulster county, N. Y. 14

Dolls. 505 48
WM. WILSON, Treasurer.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY,

During the Month of October, lt;21.

To constitute Ministers Mtnibersfor Life.

by
D. C.

Rev. David Smith, of Durham, Conn.
I n o \ • ung ladies of his congregation, 30
Res Nathan Freeman, of Weston, Conn,

by Mis.-^ Eunice M. Seely, of his congre-
gation, SO

Rev. Wra. C. Browniee, of Basken Ridge,
Tv. J. by the ladies of his congregation, SO
Rev. iNathaniel S. Wheaton, rector of

Christ Church, Hartford, Conn, by the la-

dies of his congregation, 30

To constitute Laymen Membersfor Life.
Isaac Collins, of New York city, 30
Justus W. French, tutor of Middlebury

(Jollege, Vt. by the Freshmen Class, 30

Directorfor Life.
Dr. Jacob Porter, of Plainfield, Mass. (in

addition to 80 dolls, formerly contributed,) 120

Donationsfrom Auxiliai~y Societies.

Yorktown Fenmie Bible .Society, N. Y. 19
Newburgh Bible Society, NY. 50
Humerdon County Bible Society, N. J. 50
Middletown Femnie Bible Association, N. J. 10 50
Hampden County Bible Society, Mass. 220 33
Newark Female Bible Society, N. J. 30

Donationsfrom Individuals.

Dr. Elias Cornelius, oi Salem, W. co. N. Y. 10
Mrs. Sally Flint, of Dan vers, and her daugh-

ter, Miss Sally Putnam, of Salem, Mass. 25
The children of Miss Edwards' School,

Skaneatelis, N. Y. 1 44

Remittancesfrom Auv. Bible Societiesfor Bibles, 6fc-

Franklin County Bible Society, Pa. 50
Columbia Countv Pihle Society, N. ISO ;

x>. a.
230
52
77
100
26 8o
31

25
306 70
81

2

New Jersey Bible Societj',

Chester County Bible Society, Pa.
Fairfit-ld County Bible Society, Conn.
Chenango County Bible Society, N. Y.
Watertown Bible Society, Conn.
Berkshire Bible Society, Mass.
Middlebui7 Female Bible Society, Vt.
Virginia Bible Society,
Portland >larine Bible Society, Me.
Westbrook Female Bible St)ciely, Conn.
Middletown Female Bibie Association, N. J. 11 50
Concord Bible Society. N. C. 100
Hampden County Bible Society, Mass. 79 67
Fairfield County Bibie Society, Conn. 92 62
New-York Bible Society, 100
Albany Bible Society, N. Y. 121 50
New Hamp^hiie Bible Society, 426
Newark Female Bible Society, N.J. 40
Hunterdon County Bible Society, N. J. 23 S7

For Bibles from a Society not Auxiliary, andfrom
Individuals.

157
8 20

168 21

Rhode Island Bible Society,

Rev. John Clark, balance.

Sales to Individuals in October,

Total, Dolls. 3197 90

W.M. W WOOLSEt, Treasurer A. B.S.

The issues from the Depository during the month
of October, were.

Bibles,

Testaments,

Total,

3643
1614

5257—Value, dolls. 3485 36

J.NITCHIE,AgentA B.S










