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THE STORY OP THE POCKET RIFLE
by John R. Sav/tell

The story of "The Pocket Rifle" was a continued story that ran for a
long time in a monthly magazine called "The Golden Days." Some school
or organization of some sort offered a Pocket Rifle as a prize. I do

*

not now recall what it was for. There was the usual villian in the
case that was very much in the foreground. I was about ten. I read
every word of it and got my father to thinking about it. The character
that was always honest and doing the thing that was right under all
kinds of circumstances was "Chase Atway." About that time a new baby
was born to our family on January 9, 1881, and he became one of the
finest of men. They talked of naming him Chase Atway Sawtell. My
father's name was Henry Cranford Sawtell, named for a friend of my
Grandfather, George Sawtell. The friend came over from England on the
same ship with my grandfather. His name was simple "Henry Cranford,"
so my father was named for hip. They settled on the name for the baby,
Chase Cranford Sawtell. His boyhood training was bad, lacking about
eve~rytliihgy~ as"T look back across the years, I see the rascalixy of his
grandfather Davis coming to the surface. He was a big fellow and
resembled his grandfather in many ways. By the time he was 15 or 16
he was headed for a life of crime. When he wanted money, he simply went
to the hog lot and loaded up a load of hogs, asked nothing of anyone.
I was living in Omaha at the time. But something happened. At a little
one roomed school house some 3 to 5 miles away, an evangelist was telling
the same old story of God and His love and God and His wrath. The Holy
Spirit did His office work, as vie sometimes say, and Chase was born into
the Kingdom of God, and Satan lost a grand prize. The next time I &
saw him I fell in love with him. What a changed heart he carried. He
knew he had something he wanted to tell the world about. He put himself
to his studies, graduated from a Presbyterian College at Belview, Rebr.
The evangelist who showed him the Lord was a Presbyterian. See what
personal influence is oft times. At Belview he met and fell in love
with Katherin McClung, a farmer's daughter, a classmate. When they
finished school they were sent to Korea as missionaries supported by
the Presbyterian Church. They were there only a short time, had not
fully learned the language, when he was taken sick of typhoid fever.
(i had typhoid at the same time) I got well, he died. His body lies
in Korean soil. The widow came back to the States with daughter,
Mary Elizabeth. When landing at San Francisco, it was found that the
child was afflicted with Infantile Paralysis. They vient home to the
McClung farm, and I did not see them till the child could walk by using
a brace. Katherin remarried, and after Mary Elizabeth was well educated
she got a good job with Uncle Sam and finally married at about 43 years.
This I; brother of mine v/as in my mind when I helped name our beloved
son. We gave him the original "Atway." And as I write the thought
surges through my mind, how could three lads of three generations be
so like in character as brother Chase, son Chase and grandson Marlin?
Chase's widow re-married a Rev. Vanderlip of Omaha.
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The following is the fourth

in a monthly series of arti-
cles on outstanding Korean
leaders and foreigners who,
now all deceased, played im-
portant roles in modernizing
Korea. Dr. Fisher, an old
hand in Korean affairs and
long time resident in Korea,
writes the articles in the
form of his personal recol-
lections of the leading fi-
gures.
This week's account is the

first half of an article on Dr.
So Jai-pll (Philip Jaison),
The second half will be print-
ed in the next Sunday edi-
tion. — ED.

By J. Earnest Fisher

It is a great loss to Korea,
the United States, and the
world that Dr. Philip Jaison
<So Jai-pll) did not write his
autobiography, and leave to
posterity a detailed account
of his most eventful and ex-
traordinary life.

It is a loss to Korea be-
cause of his attempt, at a very
early age, to bring Korea out
of her "Hermit Kingdom”
stage and Into the company
of the modern democratic na-
tions of the world. It is a loss
to the United States because
it was there that he found
a refuge and the opportunity,
the assistance, and the inspi-
ration to develop his unusual
ability for further aid and
leadership for his country.

It is a loss to the world
because his life is a brilliant
example of what one human
being with ability and deter-
mination can do by his own
efforts and by inspiring others
to bring about momentous
changes in the fate of a na-
tion and a people. It remains
for a Korean or an American
to write the life story of this
most amazing man.
The events of his long life

combine to make a success
story of adventure and ro-
mance in real life that equals
or surpasses most such stori-
es that we find in fiction.
A young man of noble fami-

ly, at the age of 18 he had
the intelligence or prophetic
vision to recognize that his
country was in a precarious
condition by reason at a weak
government within, and sche-
ming and rapacious neighbor-
ing nations without. He had
the patriotic zeal and courage-
ous spirit by which he led
others to join him in an ef-
fort to save his country from
the very imminent dangers
confronting her.
With China, Japan, and Rus-

sia surrounding her at a time
when power politics was the
rule among most of the na-
tions of the world, Korea was
the object of intrigue and was
in danger of being taken over
by one of her neighbor na-
tions.

The young So Jai-pil, see-
ing the conditions that his
country was in, joined a re-
form group which boldly plan-
ned to kidnap the King and
seize power by assassinating
the leaders of a reactionary
group of nobles and officials
who surrounded the King and
largely controlled his actions.
This group favored China and
wanted to get the Chinese un-
der Yuan Shi-kai, who head-
ed the Chinese forces in Ko-
rea at that time, to assume
control and protect Korea
from Japan and Russia.

Reformers

In December 1884, So Jai-
pil and his group with about
150 soldiers under his com-
mand held the King for three
days and issued commands
for reforming the government.
But they were attacked by
the Chinese and a mob of
Koreans who had been arous-
ed by reports that were spread
by the conservative element
in the population.
The reformers were not

strong enough to withstand the
attack of the Chinese soldiers
and the mob and were forced
to flee and take refuge in the
Japanese legation. They spent
one night there and then made
their way to Inchon where So
Jai-pil and five of his com-
panions managed to get on a
Japanese ship and escape to
Japan.
Their aim was to get the

Japanese government to give
them assistance in getting
back to Korea with power
enough to take over the gov-
ernment and institute the
broad, sweeping reforms that

they sow were necessary to
prevent Korea from being ta-
ken over by a stronger power.
These young men saw that
Japan had opened her doors
to western scientific and li-

beralizing influences, and they
hopd that the Japanese gov-
ernment would help them in
their plan to bring about simi-
lar reforms in Korea.
But Japan had her own

plans for Korea, and she was
not ready at this time to aid
or encourage this group of
ardent young patriots in their
plan to do in Korea what was
being done in Japan.
Their plan had failed, but

So Jai-pil and his companions
were not ready to give up.
He decided to go to America.
He thought if he wanted to
bring modern western civili-
zation to his poor unfortunate
country, he should go to a mo-
dern western country and
learn at the fountainhead. By
working and saving all they
could earn for three months.
So Jai-pil and two of his com-
panions saved enough to pay
for steerage passage to San
Francisco, where they arrived
in April 1885.

American Life

The first job that So Jai-
pil got was delivering through-
out San Francisco handbills
door-to-door advertising a fur-
niture sale. He joined an Eng-
lish study class at the YMCA
where lie made friends with
many Americans. Within a
year he was speaking English
fluently. He was tall and
handsome, had an aristo-
cratic bearing and manner,
and was often invited as a
guest in American homes.

In one home he met a vi-
siting man from Pennsyl-
vania, who offered to take
him to his home and send
him to school, and to college
later. So Jai-pil accepted his
kind offer and accompanied
him to his home in the East
where he entered a boy's
school, with the purpose of
preparing for college.
When he was ready for col-

lege Ills sponsor wanted him
to sign an agreement that
when he had completed the
course at Lafayette College
he would go to Princeton The-
ological Seminary and take a
ministerial course, and then
return to Korea as a Christ-
ian missionary. If he would
agree to the plan and affirm
it in writing, his sponsor pro-
mised to pay all of his ex-
penses for the seven years
that would be required to
complete the suggested pro-
gram.
So Jai-pil appreciated this

oiler, but he believed that
devoting one's life to religi-
ous work must be the result
of a special “call” from God,
and he could not honestly say
that he felt that he had such
a call. Furthermore, he did
not want to bind himself to
a course of action that would
cover the next seven years
very definitely, and probably
the rest of his life after that.
He also had in mind that

he fled from Korea to save
his life. Furthermore, he had
no assurance that he would
not be executed as a traitor,
if he returned to Korea even
after seven years absence.

Fortunately, at this point
one of the professors of Lafa-
yette offered to take him into
his home and give him room
and board and pay his college
expenses in return for house
work that he might do. So he
went to Lafayette where he
made good progress in his stu-
dies up through the first
semester of his sophomore
year. At that time his kind
sponsor had to give up teach-
ing on account of bad health.
So Jai-pil sadly gave up his

studies and went to Philadel-
phia to look for a job. He
walked the streets for days
looking for work without much
success. One night the idea
came to him suddenly to go
to Washington and ask the
president of the United States
to help him get a job or a
scholarship that would enable
him to complete his college
course.
He went to Washington and

to the White House. He did
not see president Cleveland,
who was in office at that time,
but he saw his secretary who
was so impressed with him
that he gave him a letter of
introduction to the director of
the Civil Service Commission.
To make a long story short,
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Dr. So Jai-pil

he got a job by reason of his
knowledge of the Japanese
language and was paid a sal-
ary of $125 per month, which
was a good salary in those
days. He did translation for
the Army Medical Library
during the day, and studied
medicine at the George Wash-
ington University evening
medical school.

He got his degree in medi-
cine in 1895 and immediately
received an appointment to
the medical staff of a hospital
in Washington, where he be-
came an assistant to the
famous Dr. Walter Reed, for
whom a national Military Hos-
pital in Washington is named.
In this same year he met and
married the daughter of M-
jor George Armstrong, a high
official in the U.S. Postal Ser-
vice.

It was in this same year
1895 that Japan defeated Chi-
na in the Sino-Japanese War,
China was driven out of Ko-
rea, and Japanese influence
began to assume importance
as the progressive forces in

Korea, and making her one
of the enlightened nations of
the world. The members of
the club were learning the
fundamental principles of de-
mocracy and many of them
became national leaders in the
years to come.
Another very important way

in which Dr. Jaison made a
lasting impression on the Ko-
rea of that day was through
his lectures at Paejae Acade-
my, a boys’ school which had
been established by Methodist
missionaries. In Paejae some
of the brightest Korean young
men were enrolled. Dr. Jaison
volunteered to teach a class
in Western history and civili-
zation, and he had a class of
bright and ambitious youths,
some of whom became out-
standing leaders in later years.
A few whose names have be-
come household words are
Syngman Rhee, Kim Kyu-
sik and Hugh Cynn (Cynn
Heung-wu)..
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By K. Connie Kang

"Life Is much too hard,
complicated and contradic-
tory." a friend told me some
years back.

“If I knew what life was
really going to be like. I

would have said 'no thank
you' a long time ago," iny
friend said.
"Why don’t you now?" I

asked my friend in all sincer-
ity and seriousness. I hadn't
meant it to sound the way it
did.

"It has become a habit

"

my friend said matter-of-
factly. "You know some ha-
bits are harder to lick than
others. Living Is one of
them."

* * *

We all began to live long
before we could ask "why?"
And of late I've been think-

ing about what my friend said.
At the risk of being not-

so-cheerful, I'd like to consi-
der the quesUon of life and
suicide.

Is there a quesUon more
important?

Albert Camus attempts to
resolve the problem of sui-
cide in The Myth of Sisy-
phus. "Even If one does not
believe in God, suicide is not
legitimate," he writes.
Maybe.
But what of so many peo-

ple you read about in the
newspapers who have decided
to take life into their own
hands?
Why does one man fire a

bullet through his head while
another makes that last des-
perate attempt to live by
jumping out of the window
of a burning building?

Consider a 16-year-old who
hangs himself because he
failed to enter a college of

his choice. Or a young
slashing his wrist to
“even” with his sweet
who deserted him.
And what about a ;

woman who destroys not
her life but that of an u>
child because her boyf
refused to marry her?

Sure you could shake
head and say "it's a
"how sad” and all the t

we usually say on those
sions. Or, you could
"What a fool." "Why,
had waited one more
one more day, one more
he wouldn't have killed
self.”

I have thought about
clde on a hundred dill

occasions. Both as a co
and as a wishful — ei

probable act.
And I know no matte)

wretched my life may
to me at the time, I s
could not bring myself
low that despair to gr.
complete a hold of me
lead me to my logical
tional end.
Maybe I just haven'

perienced so deep and
less an emotion.

* * *

Basically, I feel, no r

how miserable life is. it'

preferable to death. I’d
with Camus.
But I think it’s necess.

times to think about si
just as it is important to
about love.

If nothing else the p:
helps you put life's tr<

in their proper perspec
Next to death, life is

itely preferable. Even if

all human and so frail.

that he advocated. He was po-
pular with the common people
who read and were taking an
intelligent interest in the wel-
fare of the country. But there
were many Koreans who were
close to the King, who had
their own interests to serve.
They became alarmed at the
growing demands of the peo-
ple, and realized that their
Special political, social and
economic positions were more
and more endangered.
There were also representa-

tives of foreign countries who
did not want to see the Ko-“ iJiugiessive ioices in

T .
um noi wane io see me is.o- u. wuuiu

the Korean government came ,
L,r ' Ja»son was a real re- rean people aroused. They felt lore he i

into power. At once there was former who felt that he had£ that they could have more promise.
rt HafinllA t-or,,! r a mission In retlirninp tn Ills All
into power. At once there was .—

.
*- o uiai mey couiu nave more

a definite trend toward reform ?
mission in returning to his aatisfactory relations with Ko-

and modernization. Dr. So Jal- - fea by dealin 6 with the Kmg

. western KSHS
'

Am„tea „
missionaries advised Dr Jai-
son to be more moderate in
his appeals to the common
people to rise up and demand
more freedom from the gov-
ernment. They told him that
Korea was not yet ready for
the kind of democracy to

which he had become accus-
tomed in America. The Japa-
nese minister at that time, a
Harvard graduate, told him
that he was wasting his time
as the Koreans were not ready
for the American kind of de-
mocracy.
With all of these forces

against him, Dr. Jaison finally
decided that it would probably
not be wise for him to con-
tinue his present line of ac-
tivities in his beloved native
land. Also about this time his
American wife received a
cablegram to the effect that

her mother was serious
and advising her and he
band to return to Amer
early as possible.
He hated to desert

who had rallied arount
and faithfully stood by
but it seemed that ther
nothing else to do but i

to America. This he c

the spring of 1898. T
friends who came to I

to see him off he said:
going no matter what ha:
I'll be back as soon as I

Little did he think thei
it would be a half centu
fore he could make goo-

invited to come back to his
native land, from which he
had been forced to flee to es-
cape death as a traitor only
twelve years before.

He received a hero's wel-
come and could have had al-
most any high position in the
government that he wanted.
But as an American citizen, he
did not think it right or pro-
per that he should take a posi-
tion of administrative or ex-
ecutive character. He finally
accepted the position of ad-
visor to the Privy Council, as
it was in the capacity of ad-
visor that he thought he could
render his greatest service to
Korea.

Democratic Movement

In addition to his work as
advisor, he initiated a demo-
cratic movement which pro-
bably had the greatest and
most lasting effect of anything
he did at that time. He pub-
lished a newspaper, Indepen-
dence, half in English and
half in Korean. For the Ko-
rean section he used the Ko-
rean phonetic alphabet "han-
gul" because he wanted every-
one to read it

At first the scholars and of-
ficials viewed it with con-
tempt, as they thought that
anything not printed in "han-
mun" (Chinese characters)
was not worth reading. But
the paper attracted so much
interest and caused so much
discussion that it demanded
their attention. It did a great
deal to educate the common
people about the political,
social and cultural forms and
customs in Europe and Ameri-
ca.

Desiring a more personal
relationship with the people
than he had through the news-
paper, Dr. Jaison organized
the Independence Club. At

__ „ fight 01-

quarrel between individuals
or groups. He tried to teach
the people who gathered to
hear him a simple lesson in
the democratic way of life.

He told them how to make
their country peaceful and
progressive and that it would
then be respected by other
nations of the world, especial-
ly by Russia and Japan which
were the two nations most
deeply involved in Korean af-
fairs at that time. He had a
magnetic personality and the
people were drawn to him and
his ideals for making Korea
a stronger nation and one in
which the common people
could enjoy their lives free
from oppression and injustice.
But Dr, Jaison was too far

ahead of his time, and condi-
tions in Korea were not ready
for the sweeping measures

** i
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So Jai-pil, second from right, is shown with other lead-
ing figures of the Independence Party after they sought asy-
lum in Japan following the failure of the 1884 coup. From
left: Pak Yong-hyo, Hong Yong-shik, So, and Kim Ok-gyun.

All of the foregoing at

occurred before I ha
pleasure and honor of m
Dr. Jaison in Seoul in
shortly after his long-di
return to the land of his
I gleaned this inforr
from various sources,
printed, some tradition.-

have been handed down
generation to generation
many of the events tra
three quarters of a c.

ago. Some of it I got
Dr. Jaison himself after
him, and saw him frorr

to time while he was in
in 1947-48.

Years before meetini
I often heard his name
tioned in connection
many meetings that wer
in America in 1919 fol

the March 1st indeper
demonstrations.
He addressed many ol

gatherings of Koreans ai

rea sympathisers, an<
name often appeared i

news media of that tin

traveled from the East
to the West coast sp
at public meetings, v

articles for publicatior
editing a magazine on
in his efforts to arouse j

ca and the Koreans in Ai

to do something toward
ing Korea in her strugi
independence from Jap
He spent practically

his personal fortune in

forts to awaken Amerit
the world to the injustic

the Koreans were sui

under Japanese rule. It

take much more timi
space than this article p
to adequately narrat-
many ways in which he
ed and used his financ
sources in the interest
rea, from this time
through World War II

Korea was finally libera

NEXT WEEK: Dr.
activities back in Kor .

chief advisor to the
military government, f>

ing the nation's liber

from Japanese colonial
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for a Korean or an American
to write the life story of this
most amazing man.
The events of his long life

combine to make a success
story of adventure and ro-
mance in real life that equals
or surpasses most such stori-

es that we find in fiction.

A young man of noble fami-
ly. at the age of 18 he had
the Intelligence or prophetic
vision to recognize that his
country was in a precarious
condition by reason at a weak
government within, and sche-
ming and rapacious neighbor-
ing nations without. He had
the patriotic zeal and courage-
ous spirit by which he led
others to join him in an ef-
fort to save his country from
the very imminent dangers
confronting her.

With China. Japan, and Rus-
sia surrounding her at a time
when power politics was the
rule among most of the na-
tions of the world, Korea was
the object of intrigue and was
in danger of being taken over
by one of her neighbor na-
tions.

The young So Jai-pil, see-
ing the conditions that his
country was in, joined a re-
form group which boldly plan-
ned to kidnap the King and
seize power by assassinating
the leaders of a reactionary
group of nobles and officials

who surrounded the King and
largely controlled his actions.
This group favored China and
wanted to get the Chinese un-
der Yuan Shi-kai, who head-
ed the Chinese forces in Ko-
rea at that time, to assume
control and protect Korea
from Japan and Russia.

Reformers

In December 1884, So Jai-
pil and his group with about
150 soldiers under his com-
mand held the King for three
days and issued commands
for reforming the government.
But they were attacked by
the Chinese and a mob of
Koreans who had been arous-
ed by reports that were spread
by the conservative element
in the population.
The reformers were not

strong enough to withstand the
attack of the Chinese soldiers
and the mob and were forced
to flee and take refuge in the
Japanese legation. They spent
one night there and then made
their way to Inchon where So
Jai-pil and five of his com-
panions managed to get on a
Japanese ship and escape to
Japan.

Their aim was to get the
Japanese government to give
them assistance in getting
back to Korea with power
enough to take over the gov-
ernment and institute the
broad, sweeping reforms that

siting man from Pennsyl-
vania. who offered to take
him to his home and send
him to school, and to college
later. So Jai-pil accepted his
kind offer and accompanied
him to his home in the East
where he entered a boy's
school, with the purpose of
preparing for college.
When he was ready for col-

lege his sponsor wanted him
to sign an agreement that
when he had completed the
course at Lafayette College
he would go to Princeton The-
ological Seminary and take a
ministerial course, and then
return to Korea as a Christ-
ian missionary. If he would
agree to the plan and affirm
it in writing, his sponsor pro-
mised to pay all of his ex-
penses for the seven years
that would be required to
complete the suggested pro-
gram.
So Jai-pil appreciated this

offer, but he believed that
devoting one's life to religi-
ous work must be the result
of a special "call'' from God,
and he could not honestly say
that he felt that he had such
a call. Furthermore, he did
not want to bind himself to
a course of action that would
cover the next seven years
very definitely, and probably
the rest of his life after that.
He also had in mind that

he fled from Korea to save
his life. Furthermore, he had
no assurance that he would
not be executed as a traitor,
if he returned to Korea even
after seven years absence.

Fortunately, at this point
one of the professors of Lafa-
yette offered to take him into
his home and give him room
and board and pay his college
expenses in return for house
work that he might do. So he
went to Lafayette where he
made good progress in his stu-
dies up through tl>e first

semester of his sophomore
year. At that time his kind
sponsor had to give up teach-
ing on account of bad health.
So Jai-pil sadly gave up his

studies and went to Philadel-
phia to look for a job. He
walked the streets for days
looking for work without much
success. One night the idea
came to him suddenly to go
to Washington and ask the
president of the United States
to help him get a job or a
scholarship that would enable
him to complete his college
course.
He went to Washington and

to the White House. He did
not see president Cleveland,
who was in office at that time,
but he saw his secretary who
was so impressed with him
that he gave him a letter of
introduction to the director of
the Civil Service Commission.

To make a long story short.
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received an appointment to
the medical staff of a hospital
in Washington, where he be-
came an assistant to the
famous Dr. Walter Reed, for
whom a national Military Hos-
pital in Washington is named.
In this same year he met and
married the daughter of M-
jor George Armstrong, a high
official in the U.S. Postal Ser-
vice.

It was in this same year
1895 that Japan defeated Chi-
na in the Slno-Japanese War,
China was driven out of Ko-
rea, and Japanese influence
began to assume importance
as the progressive forces in
the Korean government came
into power. At once there was
a definite trend toward reform
and modernization. Dr. So Jai-
pil. now an American citizen
and a brilliant young Korean
with a western education, was
invited to come back to his
native land, from which he
had been forced to flee to es-
cape death as a traitor only
twelve years before.

He received a hero's wel-
come and could have had al-

most any high position in the
government that he wanted.
But as an American citizen, he
did not think it right or pro-
per that he should take a posi-
tion of administrative or ex-
ecutive character. He finally
accepted the position of ad-
visor to the Privy Council, as
it was in the capacity of ad-
visor that he thought he could
render his greatest service to
Korea.

Democratic Movement

In addition to his work as
advisor, he initiated a demo-
cratic movement which pro-
bably had the greatest and
most lasting effect of anything
he did at that time. He pub-
lished a newspaper, Indepen-
dence, half in English and
half in Korean. For the Ko-
rean section he used the Ko-
rean phonetic alphabet "han-
gul" because he wanted every-
one to read it

At first the scholars and of-
ficials viewed it with con-
tempt, as they thought that
anything not printed in “han-
mun" (Chinese characters)
was not worth reading. But
the paper attracted so much
interest and caused so much
discussion that it demanded
their attention. It did a great
deal to educate the common
people about the political,
social and cultural forms and
customs in Europe and Ameri-
ca.

Desiring a more personal
relationship with the people
than he had through the news-
paper, Dr. Jaison organized
the Independence Club. At
first it was made up of gov-
ernment officials and scholars,
but its fame spread and soon
members were numbered in
the hundreds.
He taught the members how

to conduct public meetings ac-
cording to parliamentary rul-
es, and coined terms in the
Korean language for "make a
motion," "out of order,” “table
the motion,” etc. I understand
that the terms that he put
into use at that time are still

used in conducting meetings
in Korea today.
He lectured to the club once

my, a boys' school which had
|been established by Methodist <"

missionaries. In Paejae some
of the brightest Korean young
men were enrolled. Dr. Jaison
volunteered to teach a class
in Western history and civili-
zation, and he had a class of
bright and ambitious youths,
some of whom became out-
standing leaders in later years.
A few whose names have be-
come household words are
Syngman Rhee, Kim Kyu-
sik and Hugh Cynn (Cynn
Heung-wu).

that he advocated. He was po-
pular with the common people
who read and were taking an
intelligent interest in the wel-
fare of the country. But there
were many Koreans who were
close to the King, who had
their own interests to serve.
They became alarmed at the
growing demands of the peo-
ple, and realized that their
special political, social and
economic positions were more
and more endangered.
There were also representa-

tives of foreign countries who
did not want to see the Ko-

.
re
To, rean People aroused. They feltformer who felt that he had£ that they could have more

t0 hlS -(Satisfactory relations with Ko-

,

h
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Lectures

Dr. Jaison was a real re-

incident such as a fight or
quarrel between individuals
or groups. He tried to teach
the people who gathered to
hear him a simple lesson in
the democratic way of life.

He told them how to make
their country peaceful and
progressive and that it would
then be respected by other
nations of the world, especial-
ly by Russia and Japan which
were the two nations most
deeply involved in Korean af-
fairs at that time. He had a
magnetic personality and the
people were drawn to him and
his ideals for making Korea
a stronger nation and one in
which the common people
could enjoy their lives free
from oppression and injustice.
But Dr. Jaison was too far

ahead of his time, and condi-
tions in Korea were not ready
for the sweeping measures

missionaries advised Dr. Jai-
son to be more moderate in
his appeals to the common
people to rise up and demand
more freedom from the gov-
ernment. They told him that
Korea was not yet ready for
the kind of democracy to
which he had become accus-
tomed in America. The Japa-
nese minister at that time, a
Harvard graduate, told him
that he was wasting his time
as the Koreans were not ready
for the American kind of de-
mocracy.

With all of these forces
against him. Dr. Jaison finally
decided that it would probably
not be wise for him to con-
tinue his present line of ac-
tivities in his beloved native
land. Also about this time his
American wife received a
cablegram to the effect that

So Jai-pil, second from right, is shown with other lead-

ing figures of the Independence Party after they sought asy-

lum in Japan following the failure of the 1884 coup. From
left: Pak Yong-hyo, Hong Yong-shik, So. and Kim Ok-gyun.

her mother was seriously ill
and advising her and her hus-
band to return to America as
early as possible.
He hated to desert those

who had rallied around him
and faithfully stood by him
but it seemed that there was
nothing else to do but return
to America. This he did in
the spring of 1898. To his
friends who came to Inchon
to see him off he said: "Keep
going no matter what happens.
I'll be back as soon as I can.”
Little did he think then that
it would be a half century be-
fore he could make good that
promise.

All of the foregoing account
occurred before I had the
pleasure and honor of meeting
Dr. Jaison in Seoul in 1947,
shortly after his long-delayed
return to the land of his birth.
I gleaned this Information
from various sources, some
printed, some traditions that
have been handed down from
generation to generation since
many of the events transplrd
three quarters of a century
ago. Some of it I got from
Dr. Jaison himself after I met
him, and saw him from time
to time while he was in Seoul
in 1947-48.
Years before meeting him

I often heard his name men-
tioned in connection with
many meetings that were held
in America in 1919 following
the March 1st Independence
demonstrations.
He addressed many of these

gatherings of Koreans and Ko-
rea sympathisers, and his
name often appeared In the
news media of that time. He
traveled from the East coast
to the West coast speaking
at public meetings, writing
articles for publication, and
editing a magazine on Korea
in his efforts to arouse Ameri-
ca and the Koreans in America
to do something toward help-
ing Korea in her struggle for
independence from Japan.
He spent practically all of

his personal fortune in his ef-

forts to awaken America and
the world to the injustice that
the Koreans were suffering
under Japanese rule. It would
take much more time and
space than this article permits
to adequately narrate the
many ways in which he work-
ed and used his financial re-

sources in the interest of Ko-
rea, from this time, and
through World War II until

Korea was finally liberated.

NEXT WEEK: Dr. So's

activities back in Korea, as

chief advisor to the U.S,
military government, follow-

ing the nation's liberation

from Japanese colonial rule.
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posterity a detailed account
of his most eventful and ex-

traordinary life.

It is a loss to Korea be-
cause of his attempt, at a very
early age, to bring Korea out
of her "Hermit Kingdom”
stage and into the company
of the modem democratic na-

tions of the world. It is a loss

to the United States because
it was there that he found
a refuge and the opportunity,
the assistance, and the inspi-

ration to develop his unusual
ability for further aid and
leadership for his country.

It is a loss to the world
because his life is a brilliant
example of what one human
being with ability and deter-
mination can do by his own
efforts and by inspiring others
to bring about momentous
changes in the fate of a na-
tion and a people. It remains
for a Korean or an American
to write the life story of this

most amazing man.
The events of his long life

combine to make a success
story of adventure and ro-

mance in real life that equals
or surpasses most such stori-

es that we find in fiction.

A young man of noble fami-
ly, at the age of 18 he had
the Intelligence or prophetic
vision to recognize that his

country was in a precarious
condition by reason at a weak
government within, and sche-
ming and rapacious neighbor-
ing nations without. He had
the patriotic zeal’ and courage-
ous spirit by which he led

others to join him in an ef-

fort to save his country from
the very imminent dangers
confronting her.
With China, Japan, and Rus-

sia surrounding her at a time
when power politics was' the
rule among most of the na-
tions of the world, Korea was
the object of intrigue and was
in danger of being taken over
by one of her neighbor na-
tions.

The young So Jai-pil, see-
ing the conditions that his
country was in, joined a re-
form group which boldly plan-
ned to kidnap the King and
seize power by assassinating
the leaders of a reactionary
group of nobles and officials

who surrounded the King and
largely controlled his actions.

This group favored China and
wanted to get the Chinese un-
der Yuan Shi-kai, who head-
ed the Chinese forces in Ko-
rea at that time, to assume
control and protect Korea
from Japan and Russia,

Reformers

lit December 1884, So Jai-

pil and his group with about
150 soldiers under his com-
mand held the King for three
days and issued commands
for reforming the government.
But they were attacked by
the Chinese and a mob of
Koreans who had been arous-
ed by reports that were spread
by the conservative element
in the population.
The reformers were not

strong enough to withstand the
attack of the Chinese soldiers
and the mob and were forced
to flee and take refuge in the
Japanese legation. They spent
one night there and then made
their way to Inchon where So
Jai-pil and five of his com-
panions managed to get on a

Japanese ship and escape to
Japan.

Their aim was to get the
Japanese government to give
them assistance in getting
back to Korea with power
enough to take over the gov-
ernment and institute the
broad, sweeping reforms that

learn at the fountainhead, tty

working and saving all they
could earn for three months.
So Jai-pil and two of his com-
panions saved enough to pay
for steerage passage to San
Francisco, where they arrived
in April 1885.

American Life

The first job that So Jai-
pil got was delivering through-
out San Francisco handbills
door-to-door advertising a fur-

niture sale. He joined an Eng-
lish study class at the YMCA
where he made friends with
many Americans. Within a

year he was speaking English
fluently. He was tall and
handsome, had an aristo-

cratic bearing and manner,
and was often invited as a
guest in American homes.

In one home he met a vi-

siting man from Pennsyl-
vania, who offered to take
him to his home and send
him to school, and to college

later. So Jai-pil accepted his

kind offer and accompanied
him to his home in the East
where he entered a boy’s

school, with the purpose of

preparing for college.

When he was ready for col-

lege his sponsor wanted him
to sign an agreement that
when he had completed the
course at Lafayette College
he would go to Princeton The-
ological Seminary and take a

ministerial course, and then
return to Korea as a Christ-

ian missionary. If he would
agree to the plan and affirm
it in writing, his sponsor pro-
mised to pay all of his ex-

penses for the seven years
that would be required to

complete the suggested pro-
gram.
So Jai-pil appreciated this

offer, but he believed that
devoting one’s life to religi-

ous work must be the result

of a special "call” from God,
and he could not honestly say
that he felt that he had such
a call. Furthermore, he did
not want to bind himself to

a course of action that would
cover the next seven years
very definitely, and probably
the rest of his life after that.
He also had In mind that

he fled from Korea to save
his life. Furthermore, he had
no assurance that he would
not be executed as a traitor,

if he returned to Korea even
after seven years absence.

Fortunately, at this point
one of the professors of Lafa-
yette offered to take him into
his home and give him room
and board and pay his college
expenses in return for house
work that he might do. So he
went to Lafayette where he
made good progress in his stu-
dies up through tl)e first

semester of his sophomore
year. At that time his kind
sponsor had to give up teach-
ing on account of bad health.
So Jai-pil sadly gave up his

studies and went to Philadel-
phia to look for a job. He
walked the streets for days
looking for work without much
success. One night the idea
came to him suddenly to go
to Washington and ask the
president of the United States
to help him get a job or a

scholarship that would enable
him to complete his college
course.
He went to Washington and

to the White House. He did
not see president Cleveland,
who was in office at that time,

but he saw his secretary who
was so impressed with him
that he gave him a letter of

introduction to the director of
the Civil Service Commission.
To make a long story short.

a comemorative ceremony held in

the Independence Arch in 1949, marking the 52nd
of the arch's erection. The arch in the western
was constructed on the initiative of Dr. So

Dr. So Jai-pil

he got a job by reason of his
knowledge of the Japanese
language and was paid a sal-

ary of $125 per month, which
was a good salary in those
days. He did translation for
the Army Medical Library
during the day, and studied
medicine at the George Wash-
ington University evening
medical school.

He got his degree in medi-
cine in 1895 and immediately
received an appointment to
the medical staff of a hospital
in Washington, where he be-
came an assistant to the
famous Dr. Walter Reed, for
whom a national Military Hos-
pital in Washington is named.
In this same year he met and
married the daughter of M-
jor George Armstrong, a high
official in the U.S. Postal Ser-
vice.

It was in this same year
1895 that Japan defeated Chi-
na in the Slno-Japanese War,
China was driven out of Ko-
rea, and Japanese influence
began to assume importance
as the progressive forces in
the Korean government came
into power. At once there was
a definite trend toward reform
and modernization. Dr. So Jai-
pil, now an American citizen
and a brilliant young Korean
with a western education, was
invited to come back to his
native land, from which he
had been forced to flee to es-

cape death as a traitor only
twelve years before.

He received a hero’s wel-
come and could have had al-

most any high position in the
government that he wanted.
But as an American citizen, he
did not think it right or pro-
per that he should take a posi-
tion of administrative or ex-
ecutive character. He finally
accepted the position of ad-
visor to the Privy Council, as

it was in the capacity of ad-
visor that he thought he could
render his greatest service to

Korea.

Democratic Movement

In addition to his work as

advisor, he initiated a demo-
cratic movement which pro-
bably had the greatest and
most lasting effect of anything
he did at that time. He pub-
lished a newspaper, Indepen-
dence, half in English and
half in Korean. For the Ko-
rean section he used the Ko-
rean phonetic alphabet "han-
gul" because he wanted every-
one to read it.

At first the scholars and of-

ficials viewed it with con-
tempt, as they thought that
anything not printed in "han-
mun” (Chinese characters)
was not worth reading. But
the paper attracted so much
interest and caused so much
discussion that it demanded
their attention. It did a great
deal to educate the common
people about the political,

social and cultural forms and
customs in Europe and Ameri-
ca.

Desiring a more personal
relationship with the people
than he had through the news-
paper, Dr. Jaison organized
the Independence Club. At
first it was made up of gov-

ernment officials and scholars,

but its fame spread and soon
members were numbered in

the hundreds.
He taught the members how

to conduct public meetings ac-

cording to parliamentary rul-

es, and coined terms in the
Korean language for "make a
motion," "out of order,” "table

the motion," etc. I understand
that the terms that he put
into use at that time are still

used in conducting meetings
in Korea today.
He lectured to the club once

a week on subjects connect-
ed with democratic govern-
ment, human rights and the
ideas of great American lea-
ders such as Thomas Jeffer-

son and Abraham Lincoln. He
taught them public speaking
and debating. The meetings
were held in a large building
near West Gate which had
been built some years before
for public meetings held to

welcome visitors of distinc-

tion, such as ambassadors and
special missions from foreign
countries.

His speeches were some-
times highly emotional and fir-

ed his listeners with patrio-
tic pride and a desire for rais-

ing the power and prestige of

Korea, and making her one
of the enlightened nations of
the world. The members of
the club were learning the
fundamental principles of de-
mocracy and many of them
became national leaders in the
years to come.

Another very Important way
in which Dr. Jaison made a
lasting impression on the Ko-
rea of that day was through
his lectures at Paejae Acade-
my, a boys' school which had
been established by Methodist
missionaries. In Paejae some
of the brightest Korean young
men were enrolled. Dr. Jaison
volunteered to teach a class
in Western history and civili-

zation, and he had a class of
bright and ambitious youths,
some of whom became out-
standing leaders in later years.
A few whose names have be-
come household words are
Syngman Rhee, Kira Kyu-
sllc and Hugh Cynn tCynn
Heung-wu).
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Dr. Jaison was a real re-

so-cheerful. I’d like to consi-
der the question of life and
suicide.

Is there a question more
Important?

Albert Camus attempts to
resolve the problem of sui-
cide in The Myth of Sisy-
phus. "Even if one does not
believe in God, suicide is not
legitimate," he writes.
Maybe.
But what of so many peo-

ple you read about in the
newspapers who have decided
to take life into their own
hands?
Why docs one man fire a

bullet through his head while
another makes that last des-
perate attempt to live by
jumping out of the window
of a burning building?

Consider a 16-year-old who
hangs himself because he
failed to enter a college of
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that he advocated. He was po-
pular with the common people
who read and were taking an
intelligent interest in the wel-
fare of the country. But there
were many Koreans who were
close to the King, who had
their own interests to serve.
They became alarmed at the
growing demands of the peo-
ple. and realized that their

special political, social and
economic positions were more
and more endangered.
There were also representa-

tives of foreign countries who
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their country peaceful and
progressive and that it would
then be respected by other
nations of the world, especial-

ly by Russia and Japan which
were the two nations most
deeply involved in Korean af-

fairs at that time. He had a

magnetic personality and the
people were drawn to him and
his ideals for making Korea
a stronger nation and one in

which the common people
could enjoy their lives free
from oppression and injustice.

But Dr. Jaison was too far

ahead of his time, and condi-
tions in Korea were not ready
for the sweeping measures
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more freedom from the gov-
ernment. They told him that

Korea was not yet ready for

the kind of democracy to

which he had become accus-
tomed in America. The Japa-
nese minister at that time, a
Harvard graduate, told him
that he was wasting his time
as the Koreans were not ready
for the American kind of de-
mocracy.

With all of these forces
against him, Dr. Jaison finally

decided that it would probably
not be wise for him to con-

tinue his present line of ac-

tivities in his beloved native

land. Also about this time his

American wife received a

cablegram to the effect that
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left; Pak Yong-hyo, Hong Yong-shik, So, and Kim Ok-gyun.
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Minister of Finance

Fom in Kyun Sang Buk Do on March 3, 1926, after

finishing Kyung Buk high school, he wnet to United States

* ^ ^ 4 u y&.HM
for higher studies at the Wheaton Colleae, and in April

1954 obtained his Master's Degree at the Harvard Business

Upon return to Korea, he served for a while as a

professor in the Commercial College of the Seoul National

University, and later became an Economic Advisor to

Parliament,

Knowing his abilities, the Dai Jon Textile Co., one

of the largest companies in Korea, appointed him as its

Vice-President

•

On December 26, 1964, he was appointed to be the Vice

Minister of Finance, in which capacity, he devoted his

efforts to stabilizing the foreign exchange rate and promo-

ting exports mainly through the adoption of a fluctuating

foreign exchange rate system in March, 1965. He also

initiated a major interest rate reform in September 1965,

which had an outstanding success in the promotion of

domestic savings for achieving further economic progress.

In November 1965 he was appointed as the Acting

Minister of Finance, following which he made great im-

provement in the taxation system as by amending various

0
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laws concerning income taxation law, legislating law of

tax exemption and law of revaluation of assets, and by

establishing an office of national tax.

On January 26, 1966, he became the Chief Secretary

to President for Economic and Political Affairs.

In April, 1966, he was appointed as Ambassador at

Large, in which capacity he visited several South-East

Asian countries such as the Republic of China, Philippines,

Vietnam, Thailand, Malaysia, Cambodia, and Burma, to help

to promote the friendly relation with these countries,

and to enlarge overseas markets for Korean products.

On December 16, 1966 he was appointed as the first

President of the Foreign Exchange Bank of Korea, but just

ten days later, he was asked to take over the challenging

job as a Minister of Finance. In this new capacity, among

other achievements, he has successfully administered a

difficult financial stabilization program.

In March 1967, he was accorded an honorary doctorate

in Economics at the Han Yang University.

The Finance Minister has a son and two daughter. His

wife, Mrs. So Jung ^uh, having graduated from the New

England Conservatory of Music, teaches music at the Ewha

Womans' Unversity.



PERSONAL HISTORY

cXiAjfer S)lZ

Permanent Domicile : 256-252 Limoon-Dong Dong Dai Moon-Ku Seoul Korea

Present Address : 256-252 Limoon-Dong Dong Dai Moon- 'u Seoul Korea

Name • Kap Shik SUNG

Dfcte of Birty : March 5, 1920

Sex • Male

EDUCATION

Apr. 1940 - Feb. 1945 Graduated from Pyoung Yang Presbyterian Theological
Seminary

Mar. 1956 - Feb. 1957 Studied in Postgraduate Course of Seoul National University

Mar. 1957 - Feb. 1958 Graduated from English Department of Kyung Hi University

Sep. 1958 - May 1959 Graduated from Postgraduate Course of Union Theological
Seminary New York

EXPERIENCE

Feb. 1945 - Aug. 1947 Pastor of Kwangju First Presbyterian Church

Sep. 1947 - Dec. 1955 Bible Teacher and Chaplain of Shin Heung Christian High
School

Jan. 1956 - Aug. 1957 General Secretary of Korean Student Christian Federation

Sep. 1957 - Aug. 1958 General Secretary of Youth Department of General Assembly
of Presbyterian Church of Korea

Feb. 1960 - Oct. 1967 ASaouiatc r ~
Education#

Mar. I960 - Feb. 1961 Lectures in Presbyterian Theological Seminary

Sep. 1967 - Feb. 1972 Lectures in Nurse College Kyung Hi University

Oct. 1969 - Sep. 1970 Acting General Secretary jf General Assembly of Presbyterian
Church of Korea

Nov. 1967 - Present General Secretary of Board of Christian Education General
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Korea
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PUBLIC DUTY

Apr. 1966- Mar. 1969 Chairman of the Realization Plan Committee Bo Sung Christian
Girls School.

Feb. 1968 - Jan. 1970 Executive Committee of Korea Audiovisual Committee

Feb. 1968 - Jan. 1971 Director of Board of Seoul Y.M.C.A.

Feb. 1968 - Mar. 1973 Executive Committee of Korean Student Christian Federation

Jul. 1970 - Jun. 1973 Religious Committee of Korean Boy Scouts

Feb. 1968 - Present Executive Committee of Korea National Council of Churches

Feb. 1971 - Jan. 1974 Vice Chairman of Korean Council of Christian Education

Jan. 1970 - Present Director of the Board of Seoul Presbyterian Women's College

Apr. 1971 - Present Director of Social Work Juridical Person General Assembly of the

Presbyterian Church of Korea

Sep. 1971 - Aug. 1973 Chief editor of Christian Weekly Press

Jan. 1971 - Present Auditor of Berkan Scholarship Foundation

Mar. 1973 - Present Chairman of the Board of Directors Christian Literature Society

of Korea

ATTENDANCE IN INTERNATIONAL ECUMENICAL MEETING

July 1958 The 14th World Convention of Christian Education in Tokyo Japan

Aug. 1958 The Church and Society Consultation of World Council of Churches in

Bosei Switzerland

JxxXy '\%r
7 Ttie A/tti World Council of* Christian Education Conference and General

Assembly In Nairobi Kenya

July 1971 The 5th World Council of Christian Education Conference and General
Assembly in Lima Peru

WRITING AND TRANSLATION

March 1956 Christian Doctrine

Sep. 1963 The Ministry of the Laity, Francis 0. Ayres

Sep. 1964 The Bible Speaks to You, Robert McAfee Brown

June 1974 A Theology for Christian Youth, Henry David Gray

Jan 1960 - Present
Articles of Christian Ethics and Christian Education in Christian Magazines

and Christian Weekly News Papers
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Name
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Sex
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Apr. 1940 - Feb. 1945

Mar. 1956 - Feb. 1957

Mar. 1957 - Feb. 1958

Sep. 1958 - May 1959

Feb. 1945 - Aug. 1947

Sep. 1947 - Dec. 1955

Jan. 1956 - Aug. 1957

Sep. 1957 - Aug. 1958

Feb. 1960 - Oct. 1967

Mar. 1960 - Feb. 1961

Sep. 1967 - Feb. 1972

Oct. 1969 - Sep. 1970

Nov. 1967 - Present
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PERSONAL HISTORY

256-252 Limoon-Dong Dong Dai Moon-Ku Seoul Korea

256-252 Liraoon-Dong Dong Dai Moon- u Seoul Korea

Kap Shik SONG

March 5, 1920

Male

EDUCATION

Graduated from Pyoung Yang Presbyterian Theological
Seminary

Studied in Postgraduate Course of Seoul National University

Graduated from English Department of Kyung Hi University

Graduated from Postgraduate Course of Union Theological
Seminary New York

EXPERIENCE

Pastor of Kwangju First Presbyterian Church

Bible Teacher and Chaplain of Shin Heung Christian High
School

General Secretary of Korean Student Christian Federation

General Secretary of Youth Department of General Assembly
of Presbyterian Church of Korea

Associate General decretory or Korean Council or Cbriotian
Education.

Lectured, in Presbyterian Theological Seminary

Lecture^, in Nurse College Kyung Hi University

Acting General Secretary of General Assembly of Presbyterian
Church of Korea

General Secretary of Hoard of Christian Education General
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Korea
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PUBLIC DUTY

Apr. 1966-

Feb. 1968 -

Feb. 1968 -

Feb. 1968 -

Jul. 1970 -

Feb. 1968 -

Feb. 1971 -

Jan. 1970 -

Apr. 1971 -

Sep. 1971 -

Jan. 1971 -

Mar. 1973 -

Mar. 1969 Chairman of the Realization Plan Committee Bo Sung Christian
Girls School.

Jar. 1970 Executive Committee of Korea Audiovisual Committee

Jan. 1971 Director of Board of Seoul Y.M.C.A.

xMar. 1973 Executive Committee of Korean Student Christian Federation

Jun. 1973 Religious Committee of Korean Boy Scouts

Present Executive Committee of Korea National Council of Churches

Jan. 1974 Vice Chairman of Korean Council of Christian Education

Present Director of the Board of Seoul Presbyterian Women's College

Present

Aug. 1973

Present

Present

Director of Social Work Juridical Person General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church of Korea

Chief editor of Christian Weekly Press

Auditor of Berkan Scholarship Foundation

Chairman of the Board of Directors Christian Literature Society
of Korea

July 1958

Aug. 1958

July Qfc'?

July 1971

ATTENDANCE IN INTERNATIONAL ECUMENICAL MEETING

The 14th World Convention of Christian Education in Tokyo Japan

The Church and Society Consultation of World Council of Churches in
Bosei Switzerland

AssOTbly”!^^ Edition Conference and General

The 5th World Council of Christian Education Conference and General
Assembly in Lima Peru

WRITING AND TRANSLATION

March 1956

Sep. 1963

Sep. 1964

June 1974

Christian Doctrine

The Ministry of the Laity, Francis 0. Ayres

The Bible Speaks to You, Robert McAfee Brown

A Theology for Christian Youth, Henry David Gray

Jan I960 - Present
Articles of Christian Ethics and Christian Education in Christian Magazines
and Christian Weekly News Papers







PERSONAL HISTORY

Dec.-28, 1972

Name: Sohn, Buyng Ho

Date of birth: Jan.-15, i94t

Place of birth: Kuyngsang Bukdo, Korea

Present address: 57-9, Changdong, Sungbukgu, Seoul

Education:

1957-1960 Keisung High School, Taegu

1960-1964 Presbyterian Theological Seminary (Graduated with B.D.)

1965-1967 Soong Sil Union College (Graduated with B.A.)

£ M^joye<i iv) Ultferx

Employment

Mar. 1967- Feb. 1969 Res^rch Worker, World Vision

Mar. 1969- since then Bible teacher at Chung Shin girls' High School

Mar. 1965- since then Saemoonan Presbyterian Church, church school

education leader.

I certify that to the best of

above is true and correct.

my knowledge the information given

(fyim
signature

Sohn, Buyng Ho
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SANG-YUN SUH *So, Saw) (c.l849-1926)ploneer
Korean evangelist, was one of the first Kore-
ans to receive Protestant baptism (18?6). ln
medicine trade across Manchurian border
he had met (1874) Scots Presbyterian mission-
aries Boss and MacIntyre and became their main
help In translating the first Bible portions
into Korean (Iuke, John, 1881 ). in 1883 Rqss
sent Suh into forbidden Korea as British and
foreign Bible Soc. colporteur. Tho arrested
and his scriptures confiscated, Suh escaped
with ten copies to Sorai, his family home on
the west coast. There (c. 1884-85) he secret-
ly converted and gathered together Korea's

first group of worshiping Protestants. By

then the first Protestant missionaries began
to arrive but Suh remained hidden until 1886
when he asked H.O. Underwood for baptism for
his converts in Sorai. This village, where

50 of 58 families were soon Christian, set pat-
terns of indigenous evangelism and self-support
for all Korea. Suh's brother, Suh Kyung-Cho,

was ln the first class of Presbyterian pastors

(1907). Suh became evangelist and helper ln

Seoul but spent his later years in Sorai

which he had made "the cradle of Protestant

Christianity in Korea 11

.

See L.G. Paik, History of Protestant Missions
—2 — U*C«C

•

Press
, Pyengyanp, 1929
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SANG-YUN SUH $So, Saw) (c. 1849-1926 )pioneer
Korean evangelist, was one of the first Kore-
ans to receive Protestant baptism (18?6). in
medicine trade across thfc Manchurian border
he had met (18?4) Scots Presbyterian mission-
aries fioss and MacIntyre and became their main
help m translating the first Bible portions
into Korean (Luke, John, 1881). In 1883 Boss
sent Suh into forbidden Korea as British and
foreign Bible Soc. colporteur. Tho arrested
and his scriptures confiscated, Suh escaped

"’1th ten copies to Sorai, his family home on
the west coast. There (c. 1884-85) he secret-

ly converted and gathered together Korea's

first group of worshiping Protestants. By

then the first Protestant missionaries began

to arriVR hut Suh remained hidden until 1886

when he asked H.G. Underwood for baptism for

his converts In Sorai. This village, where

50 of 58 families were soon Christian, set pat-

terns of Indigenous evangelism and self-support

ior all Korea. Suh's brother, Suh Kyung-Cho,

was In the first class of Presbyterian pastors

(1907). Suh became evangelist and helper In

Seoul but spent his later years In Sorai

which he had made "the cradle of Protestant

Christianity In Korea".
»

See L.G. Palk, History of Protestant Missions
In Korea 18^2-1210, U.C.C. Press, Pvengyang, 1929,
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Sang Yoon Suh 1848-1926

The Christian Encyclopedia, vol. 8: Seoul, Christian Literature Press, 1985. pp. 1003-1004.

Suh, Sang Yoon, a pioneer of the Korean Protestant Church, the first translator of

the Bible into the Korean language, a man who delivered the Good News by selling Bible

books, was one of the first elders together with Hong Joon Baik in Korean Church

history. He was born the oldest son of Seok Soon Suh, a mighty clan, at Euijoo,

Pyungbuk on My 26, 1848 . He lost his parents when he was 13 years old, so in 1873

with a close friend, he started to sell steamed red ginseng throughout Manchuria In 1 878,

when he was 3
1
years old, he got typhoid fever and became veiy seriously ill while doing

his business in Bongchun and Youngku in Manchuria. The illness caused him to lose his

mind to the point where he tried to commit suicide He was saved by Rev. John McIntyre

of the United Free Church of Scotland who was doing pioneering missionary work. With

help he recovered fully. Sang Yoon Suh became a Christian after hearing the Good News

of Christ for the first time from the man who saved his life. Several months later, Suh met

another missionary John Ross who belonged to the same mission society as John

McIntyre In fact, John Ross was the brother-in-low of John McIntyre. As soon as John

Ross met Suh, he felt an affection toward him and asked him to be his Korean language

teacher He baptized Sang Yoon Suh in 1879. With a joyful feeling through his baptism,

Suh started to translate the Bible into Korean and to begin an publishing business with

Rev. J Ross Working with his hometown friends Sung Ha Lee and Eung Chan Lee, Suh

did his utmost to help Rev J Ross translate the Bible into Korean For his part, as he was

learning Korean, Rev J Ross was discovering that the Korean language is one of the most

expressive and beautiful language in the world and he became even more eager to translate

the Bible into Korean.

In the fall of 1JS82, they brought out the Gospel ofLuke . It was the first Gospel

book translated into Korean. In 1 883
, they published three thousand copies of the Gospel

ot John and the_Acts. A year later, in 1884, they published the Gospel of Matthew and the



Gospel ofMark through Moon Kwang Seo Won in Simyang. Finally in 1887, they issued

the whole New Testament in Korean. In this all process, Sang Yoon Suh not only

translated the Bible, but also carved wood printing blocks and performed the job of

typesetting and print.ng. This was called the "Ross Version," yet, to be accurate, it was

translated from the Chinese Bible by Sang Yoon Suh. And so it was that Rev E. Wagner,

who was in charge of the Korean Bible Society, attested that the Ross Version was

actually the "Suh Sang Yoon" Version and also that Sang Yoon Suh did missionaiy work

throughout Korea earlier than foreign missionaries.

Sang Yoon Suh contributed to introducing and spreading the Bible widely inside

Korea. In 1883, he carried into Korea from Manchuria a stack of Bibles, copies of the

Gospel of Luke and the Gospel of John, newly translated, and Bibles written in Chinese

Characters Although threatened along the way by robbers and wild animals, he finally

reached the border checkpoint located about 40 miles away from the Abrok river At the

inspection station on the border line between Korea and China, the Bibles were detected

by Chinese guards. Suh, Sang Yoon was arrested and put into a jail by Korean guards on

a charge of smuggling of the forbidden book, the Bible

He wasn't fearful of being punished, but was frustrated because Bibles were

confiscated Fortunately, two Korean guards who knew him showed mercy and secretly

released Suh during the night Suh begged them to give back the Bibles, was given back

only lOcopies, then acrossed the border successfully When he returned to his

hometown Euijoo, he realized that evangelizing was extremely dangerous because

government forces were watching closely to detect anyone doing missionary work in their

jurisdiction Together with his brother, Suh moved to Solnae at Jangyeon Gun in

Hwanghae Do where his uncle lived.

That was the spring^fj884, about five months earlier than the first medical

missionary H N Allen arrived in Korea, and about one year earlier than the first

2



Protestant missionaries H. G Underwood and H. G Appenzeller arrived Sang Yoon Suh

started to evangelize Christianity after settling down there.

After several months, Suh received six thousands copies of the Bible shipped by

Rev J Ross with the help of Mollendorfwho was an adviser of Inchun Customs. Suh and

Sung Ha Lee then delivered the Gospels passionately. The result was the establishment of

Solnae Church at the end of 1 884, making Songchun the cradle of the Korean Protestant

Church.

Thereafter, Sang Yoon Suh's missionary work was surprisingly effective. In

particular, he began the crucial work of establishing Saemoonan Church, the first

organized Protestant church in Korea. On September 27, 1887, when the church was

found by Rev. H. G. Underwood, 14 church members who had became Christians

through the evangelical work of Sang Yoon Suh were baptized, and Sang Yoon Suh and

H^ngjoon^aik were elected as the elders of the church. Before that time, in 1886, after

learning that H. G. Underwood had come to Korea, Suh went to Seoul to give

Underwood the message that people living in Solnae wanted to be baptized. Because H.

G Underwood couldn't come to Solnae village in 1886, Suh sent the Solnae Church

members to Seoul in the spring of 1JS87 to receive baptism from Underwood. At that time

Suh 's brother K^gJ^Suh, was baptized. After a time, Kyung Jo Suh was elected as

elder, and later he became one of the first seven pastors in the Presbyterian Church of

Korea. Sang Yoon Suh concentrated his efforts on evangelical work acting as a layman,

foregoing the elected elder's position. He guided J. S. Gale and S A. Moffett when those

missionaries traveled through Euijoo, Kangkye, Hamheung and Manchuria doing their

evangelical work When he traveled by himself evangelizing, he always carried along the

individual Gospel books, quinine and potato seeds. His evangelical work bore much fruit,

with many churches springing up in Euijoo, Seonchun, Pyungyang and ,all over Hwanghae

Do, Seoul and Kyungki Do areas. H. G. Underwood would later say that he came to

Korea not to sow the seed, but to harvest the fruit of the Gospel seed already scattered

3



After the Saemoonan Church was established, Suh moved to Seoul and became the

first assistant to H. G. Underwood. Suh took care of each church in Seoul, and in the

territory of Kyungki Do including Kimpo and Koyang. His territory of evangelical work

was much broader, reaching as far as Pusan. In his later days, he went down and served

the Solnae Church that he had established with his brother. While fully engaged in

evangelizing the village, he passed away in January of 1926 . The funeral ceremony was

conducted by the general assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Korea. His body was

buried at Taetan Ri, Jangyeon Gun in Hwanghae Do. At the 25th assembly meeting of the

Presbyterian Church of Korea held in 1936, the general meeting decided to commission

"Suh Sang Yoon monument" to proclaim and celebrate his primary contribution to the

pioneering evangelical work. So on August 24, 1938, a granite monument was erected on

his grave site.

References

HKMP I, II: H. G Underwood, The Call ofKorea; Report of the Foreign Mission Board

of the United Presbyterian Church in Scotlandfor 1886-1887

E Wagner, Through the Hermit's Gate with Suh Sang Yun

J. Ross, The Christian Dawn in Korea

R H. Baird, William H. Baird ofKorea, a Profile

Ki Poong Lee 1 865-1 942

The Christian Encyclopedia, vol. 12: Seoul, Christian Literature Press, 1985. pp. 1093-1094.

Ki Poong Lee was a Presbyterian pastor who died a martyr He was born on Dec

23, 1^865 at Pyungyang in Pyungnam. He studied Chinese literature through tutoring until



S. Moffett, sm-art 's\omscdic. suh

Si”G ' V™ (“ S°' — Korean Protestant
pioneer evangelist and Bible translator. converted In 1878 lnManchuria

, and baptized in he there hecape the principal
assistant to the Scottish pissionary John Boss in the first
translation of the Pew Testament into Korean. published in 1887
Harlier. in 1S„. he had carried the first puhlished Cospels of'the translation, lute and Cohn, across the Chinese herder intoKorea, and hy early 1884 „as evangelizing his hope village, Sorai
(Soinae)

, five ponths hefore the first foreign Protestant
Missionary, Or. Horace Mien, reached Korea. The Sorai
congregation, unbaptized and with no clergypan, was by then
already gathering for worship, „,Ki„g it ,,the cradle „ Qf
Protestantisp. In 1887 Suh sent Ms people^ ^^ ^
baptise hy the first resident Presbyterian clergypan in Korea,
Horace G. Underwood. In irqi he guided Samuel A. Moffett and
James Gale for three months of exploration through unreached
Parts of northern Korea to plan for pission expansion. In Seoul
he was principal assistant to Underwood in the first officially
organized Protestant church in Korea, of which his brother, Suh
Kyung-Jo, later became its first Korean pastor.
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•translation of Chong-Yunie 1 s letter t
V\ c«oA/^yauletter (which was hand-written Lee. 29 10*7

. Or\n1 .

* • - ••seoul
Jen.

, -orea
28, 1Q^8

Ky dear friends, the honorable deacons,
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^ ^ ‘/0U my English

j
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.. .
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because my recovery is not complete whn« t= .
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8ad 9 t^her-s. The atmosphere is not very

1 V

J
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t tie- by- 11 ttle It seems to be Improving. I err note

3 £ TLTS

8
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b
dn
^

"T
an

u
fPOrr' the be£rlnrilnp' of the nfw teprn 1 am

3od -HI -i- me Jhe^ysIcei^aUh^t^dol??
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I prepar" ^ r ' rrcr.s . This is because I must
cam on thi^S eac
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prsduate wor^. •

I T 'ras so happy to receive your Ghrist&as gift.

good worK you re doi^Vc^ forge
y°U deJiCons £nd the

Nay you stay in peace. Goodbye.

196 ? 12 29 th day

*orea

Yi Chong- Yun



y);
£i£fW

\

After the Saemoonan Church was established, Suh moved to Seoul and became the

first assistant to H G. Underwood. Suh took care of each church in Seoul, and in the

territory of Kyungki Do including Kimpo and Koyang. His territoiy of evangelical work

was much broader, reaching as far as Pusan. In his later days, he went down and served

the Solnae Church that he had established with his brother. While fully engaged in

evangelizing the village, he passed away in Januaiy of 1926
. The funeral ceremony was

conducted by the general assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Korea. His body was

buried at Taetan Ri, Jangyeon Gun in Hwanghae Do. At the 25th assembly meeting of the

Presbyterian Church ofKorea held in 1936, the general meeting decided to commission

"Suh Sang Yoon monument" to proclaim and celebrate his primary contribution to the

pioneering evangelical work. So on August 24, 1938, a granite monument was erected on

his grave site.

References

HKMP I, II: H G Underwood, The Call ofKorea; Report of the Foreign Mission Board

of the United Presbyterian Church in Scotlandfor 1886-1887

E Wagner, Through the Hermit's Gate with Suh Sang Yun

J Ross, The Christian Dawn in Korea

R H Baird, William H. Baird ofKorea, a Profile

Ki Poong Lee 1 865- 1 942

The Christian Encyclopedia, vol. 12: Seoul, Christian Literature Press, 1985. pp. 1093-1094.

Ki Poong Lee was a Presbyterian pastor who died a martyr. He was born on Dec,

at Pyongyang in Pyungnam. He studied Chinese literature through tutoring until

<
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1883 He graduated with the first class of the Presbytenan Theological Seminary in

Pyungyang in 1907.

During 1890, Lee was wasting his life through constant fighting and drinking

Oneday he pitched a stone at S. A Moffet, who was at that moment intensely at work

evangelizing on the Seomoon Dong street, severely injuring Moffet. After that time, when
the war broke out between China and Japan, he fled to Wonsan. He also prosecuted

Christians there at first, but he himselfbecame a Christian after being persuaded about the

Good News by Gun Bo Jeon He was baptized by Rev W L. Swallon in 1894, and

entered the church Ki Poong Lee visited S. A. Moffet to apologize for his misbehavior in

the past. After that, from 1894 to 1901 with the title of evangelist, he carried on his

evangelical work passionately through the north and south province ofHamkyung Do of

selling Bibles.

While working as an unordained assistant minister from 1902 to 1907 in Anak

Munhwa, Sinchun, Jangyeon and Haeju in Hwanghae Do, at the urging of Moffett he

became a seminarian at the Presbyterian Theological Seminary in Pyungyang in 1903. He

was the youngest student at the seminary, studying with Seon Joo Kil, Jeon Baik Yang

and others After graduating, he was ordained among the first group of Korean ministers

together with his classmates, Kyung Jo Suh, Seon Joo Kil, Jeon Baik Yang, Seok Jin Han,

Ki Chang Bang and Rin Suh Song. Ordination took place at the syr^tfrat had just been

organized in the same year they graduated from seminary By the synod's decision, he was

appointed the first missionary for the most remote area in Korea He left immediately for

his mission field Jechu island with his wife Ms. Yoon, who was the adopted daughter of

the missionary Kil Ham Lee(Graham Lee). He boarded ship at Inchun for the island, but

he left his family behind at Mokpo because of the threat of high seas He could not reach

Jechu island until the Spring of 1908 because each attempt at sailing met difficulties over

and over again. At that time, even though the missionary work of Christianity was already

permitted by the Korean government, the residents of Jechu island showed a merciless
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attitude toward Christianity since the occurrence of Sinchukkyonan in 1908 The Jechu

islanders threatened Lee. Meanwhile he was hungry and struggling to keep himself alive,

yet he was never discouraged. He was consumed with a passion for his evangelical work

Later, the general assembly of the Presbyterian church of Korea sent two

evangelists Hong Ryun Kim and Kwan Seon Lee to support Ki Poong Lee. At this point,

the missionary work in Jechu island began in earnest. In 1912, the island fell under the

jurisdiction of the Jeonra ^df'organized in October of 191 1, Lee and his party spread

the Good News in places like Samyang, Naedo, Keumsung, Hanlim, Hyupjae, Dumo,

Yongsoo, Kosan, Moseulpo, Joongmoon, Beobhwan, Sungeup, Sehwa, Jochun including

Seongnae church, even though the residents throughout Jechu island persecuted and

interrupted them persistently.

In March of 1918, according to the direction of Jeonra Synod, Ki Poong Lee was

called to be the first minister to Buktnoonan Church in Kwangjoo In 1920, he was

consecutively the chair of the syno'd and the vice-chairman of the Presbyterian Church of

Korea. The following year he held the post of chairman of the Presbyterian Church of

Korea In those days he suffered from various ailments including contracted vocal cords,

arthritis and chronic earache. His suffering became so great that he resigned his ministry

position and went to Seoul. After recuperating, he became well from his complications

Lee was invited to be the minister of Soonchun Church in Jeonnam in 1923, then

was transferred to Koheung Church in 1924 He went back to Jechu island in 1927 as the

head pastor of Seongnae Church He was transferred to Beolkyo Church in Jeonnam in

193 1 In 1934
’
even though more than 70 years old, he moved to a small island called

Woohak Ri in Yeosoo Gun, where he was in the jurisdiction of the Soonchun Synod He

traveled around the islands in the Jeonnam area, including Dolsan, Wando and more doing

evangelical work to establish new churches, all the while bravely coping with the

persecution of the Japanese government.
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Ever since 1936, the Japanese government had commended the Korean churches

to worship according to the Shinto religion. In 1938, Ki Poong Lee and fellow ministers,

Seok Ju Oh, Deok Hwan Na, Sang Doo Kim and Soon Bae Kim, who belonged to the

Soonchun Synod, were arrested on the charge ofbeing spies working for America because

they promoted the anti-Japanese government movement. Ki Poong Lee was eventually

released from the prison on sick bail because he fell down in a faint after being

interrogated mercilessly by the police.

Lee was not able to recover from his physical collapse caused by exhaustion and

by torture from the police He passed away finally on June 20, 1942 at his home located

in Woohak Ri. He was buried at Woohak Ri where he had ministered during his later

days. Then on May 9, 1959, the Jeonnam Synod decided his body should be moved to its

burial site in a Kwangjoo Christian graveyard. At the 44th general meeting of the

Presbyterian Church ofKorea held on September 1959, special honor was paid to his

wife, Ms. Yoon, in memoiy of the 75th year of the missionary work in Korea On Dec 24,

1962, when she was 84 years old Ms. Yoon passed away. Their daughter Sa Rye Lee is

currently senior deacon at the Choonghyun Church in Korea.

References

no bibliography written in English
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IN MEMORY OF HON. YI SANG CHAI

called hardships. There are great crops of
potatoes grown in the hills. I saw one recent-

ly that made the major portion of a meal for

three foreigners. Swede turnips and wheat
are sometimes seen in the north.

The three great products of this province T
are beans, dried fish, and lumber. Lumbering ^ ^ieiXlOry Oi Hon. Yi Sang Chai
is carried on along the upper reaches of the
Yalu for a distance of seventy miles or more.
The big rafts are made up at Sin Kal Pa. The

and in fattening cattle for the market. Korea
has about 1,600,000 head of cattle. I do not
know the precise number in our two provinces
but my guess would be that about 500,000
Oi the total is to be found in our district.

whole length of the Tumen and the rivers that
flow into Hamheung and Wonsan harbours
are also increasingly used for flatation of
lumber during the rainy seasons. The rail-

roads are also assisting in its marketing and
distribution.

The species of cod-fish caught on the east
coast is known to the Koreans all over the
peninsula as Myong Tae from the fact that
such fish were first caught, dried and distribut-

ed from Myong Chon county. Now, however,
the industry is common to the whole of the
coast and every port has a few tons for ship-
ment about this time of the year. Canning
factories for clams and oysters and other shell

fish, as well as the famous tunny fish and
octopus, and drying sheds for drying salmon,
perch and cod, are established at several
places along the coast. A marine station for
the conservation of the fish, biological study
and experimentation is stationed on an island
in Wonsan harbour. The Seoul market
receives a good part of its fish supply from
Wonsan and efficient fishing fleets are being
built up in many ports with motor trawlers
and carriers in attendance on the sailing
boats.

The staple crop of the hillsmen is beans. If
some method of handling them in bulk at the
shipping ports could be designed the great de-
crease in the cost of handling and freighting
would accelerate the distribution and increase
the profits. It would also benefit the farmers,
at least there would be a hope of it.

Another felt need is for oil-cake plants so
that beans could be reduced to oil and the
bean-cake residue used locally for cattle-feed

«L S. Gale, D. D.

GREAT, GOOD MAN has passed from
among us, great in mind, great in
heart, great in soul. We shall not see

his like again—Yi Sang Chai. The light of his
eye, the sound of his voice, the marked cheer
of his presence made him a master of men.
So wide of soul, so sensitive of mental touch,
so supremely gifted of humour, back again
his memory, comes, filling the eyes with
infinite longing. The buoyant sallies of his
youth, the proud upward steps of his man^
hood, the dignified years of his long life’s
evening combined in a personality that we.
who knew him will ever see haloed in grate-
ful memories.

How little we can say that touches the
really great and good. There are no adjec-
tives, no descriptive phrases, no similes,
no comparisons. He was himself sublime in
his simplicity, supremely above the happen-
ings of the day, or the changing wheels of
fortune.

Later the writer hopes to put into humble
book form his appreciation of so great and
good a friend. Let him say here, of life’s
highest honours he counts among the dearest
and best the friendly faithful years of Yi Sang
Chai. May others arise like him to call Korea
back to her highest ideals of the past

; and to
move her sons of the present to humble faith-
ful service for the future.

On the occasion of his last visit to my home,’
pointing to Chung Mong-joo’s portrait on the
wall he said: “Because he died, he lives.”'

How true it is, thou great good friend ! Be-
cause Yi Sang Chai died to those things the
world counts worth the while, the world dies
today while he lives.

Oh great good heart, who cheered and helped us on ;Oh master-soul who points us heaven high !

May we who live, live so that when we die
Hushed lips will say, “A great, good heart is gone."



Yi Sang Chai’s Services to the Y. M. C. A.
F. M. Brockman

M R. YI SANG CHAI had already spent a
long and useful life before beginning
his service with the Young Men’s

Christian Association. When he was in
America as a member of the first Korean
legation ever sent to Washington he asked
the Chinese Ambassador one day, what it was
that made America great. “To be perfectly
honest with you” said the Ambassador, “I do
not know, but I am told that it is a book called
the Bible.” In after years Mr. Yi told me how
eagerly he hastened to buy a Bible and read
it and with what disgust he put it down when
it found it had no information about the or-
ganizing of an army or the building of a navy.
But if Mr. Yi did not find at that time what he
sought for in the Bible he learned many
other things in America and returned to
Korea a young and ardent reformer. He
soon found himself a political prisoner under
the old Korean regime. While in prison he
had an opportunity to join a Bible class.
This must have proved to be one of the
great Bible classes of history for, as the
earnest little group studied the Bible day
after day and compared it with the Confucian
and Buddhistic classics, the result was that
every man in the class became a stalwart
Christian who afterwards wielded a tre-
mendous influence in the Korean Church.
Later on Mr. Yi was restored to favor and be-
came the secretary of the last Korean cabinet.

Before my own arrival in Korea in 1905 Mr.
i lett and Dr. Gale had already interested

Mr. Yi in the work of the Young Men’s
Christian Association. This interest so in-
creased that even while he was secretary of
the Imperial Cabinet he accepted the chair-
manship of the educational department of the
Y. M. C. A. When asked by another member
of the cabinet as to his reasons for this he
replied that he felt that by serving the As-

sociation in this capacity he was rendering
the largest service to the nation.

When political changes came to Korea Mr.
Yi resigned from office and at that time I ap-
proached him on the subject of becoming
a member of our Association staff. Like
many another Korean leader he felt that his
work was complete and that nothing was left
for him but to retire to the country to die.
He finally consented, however, to postpone
his retirement for three months and to join
our staff for that brief length of time. The re-
sult was that he became so engrossed in the
wonderful possibilities of service, and in bring-
ing. “life” to the young men and boys of the
nation, that never again did the prospect of
retirement to a quiet country spot allure him.
His life was poured out for the youth of
Korea and the last years of his life indeed
proved that the best was yet to be.

Mr. Yi had the rare gift of growing younger
each year. He was undoubtedly the youngest
man on our staff. Once, on a trip to Japan,
he saw for the first time in a hotel some
American girls with bobbed hair. He was
much taken with the new custom and re-
marked on the comfort and convenience of
the new style. It is not strange that one
whose mind was always open to new ideas
should have been the ideal leader for the
youth of the country. No one entered more
deeply than Mr. Yi Sang Chai into the politi-
cal aspirations of his people, yet no one was a
more wise and sane counsellor to fiery spirits
and hot-blooded youth. At one time when
the tension was peculiarly high a meeting was
held in the Y. M. C. A. auditorium. It was
feared that someone might start a “mansei"
cry which had always to be given three times
with uplifted hands. Mr. Yi presided at the
meeting and standing before the crowded hall
he said in his quiet voice “if anyone feels like
calling "mansei” we hope that he will decide

YI SANG CHAI’S SERVICE IN THE Y. M. C. A.

not to call "mansei” but refrain from saving
mansei.” Mr. Yi had said

“
mansei” three

times each time with hands uplifted, but so
quietly had he done it that the audience only
by degrees work up to what had happened
and responded by shouts of laughter. The
tension was broken and the situation saved
At another time a leader noted for advanced

political views was scheduled to address a
meeting at the Association. The next day re-
porters called on Mr. Yi with accounts of the
speech. Point by point they went over what
the getleman had said, while Mr. Yi from time
to time nodded bis head. When they had
finished Mr. Yi said, “There is only one cor-
rection I should like to make on that report.
Mr. So-and-So was unfortunately unable to
come last night and so did not address the
meeting at all.” Among a people rich in the
sense of humor Mr. Yi’s rare and delightful
humor shone out. Many times in hard and
difficult situations his inimitable sense of fun
saved not only the situation but our sense of
values as well.

But nothing could so truly characterize this
wonderful life as to say he was the spiritual
father of us all. At one time a very high
Japanese official asked for an interview with
him. “Tell him,” Mr. Yi sent back word,
“that I shall be very happy to see him to talk
about becoming a Christian. That is the only
thing I am interested in.” To him the eternal
values were supreme and for him to live

meant to preach Christ. Some few years ago
Mr. Yi lost a well-beloved grandson whose
presence would have meant comfort and joy
to him in his advancing age. But there was
no deep sadness nor sorrow in Mr. Yi’s heart.
His faith rose triumphant over his loss. “He
has just gone on a little way ahead,” said Mr.
Yi “and I shall see him again soon.”

His dominating influence, like Gandhi’s, was
due to his absolute sincerity and his supreme
selflessness. If he thought a thing should be
done he did it without any thought of what it
might cost him individually. Some years ago
he came to me and said, “This will never do.”
“What will never do ?” I responded. ‘‘We
have only eight hundred men in Bible classes
at the present time” said he “and we must
have at least eighteen hundred.” On that
venture of faith he embarked and before the
end of that year He saw his hope realized and
eighteen hundred men gathered in the study
of the Book he loved so well' and which had
led him out into the abundant life.

His wise and far-seeing judgment, his
rare humor and loyal and sincerely un-
selfish spirit of Christ made up a wonderful
combination of character whose like we shall
not soon see again. But we have not lost our
leader because his life contained the abiding
elements and his spirit and ideals have been
so deeply planted in our movement that they
will endure.

A PRAYER

These are the gifts I ask of Thee, Spirit serene
Strength for the daily task

;

Courage to face the road
;

Good cheer to help me bear the traveller’s load
;

And for the hours of rest that come between,
An inward joy in all things heard and seen.

These are the sins I fain would have Thee take
away.

Malice and cold disdain
; hot anger, sullen hate

;

Scorn of the lowly, envy of the great

;

And discontent that casts a shadow gray
On all the brightness of a common day.

Henry Van Dyke.
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One-Time Hooligan

Film to Depict Life
Of Cheju Christian
On r>o <1 i i- . ...Once a notorious backstreet

hooligan, blackmailing and
cheating the early-arriving
blue-eyed missionaries in
Pyongyang, Lee Ki-pung
eventually found a new life in
Christianity. The religious
belief did not merely bring a
new life to the misbehaving
descendant of a roydl prince of
the Yi Dynasty, but
remarkably contributed in
spreading Christianity among
the citizens of the still firmly
closed hermit kingdom of
Korea.
Lee also greatly encouraged

Koreans under colonial rule
by the Japanese later. Despite
bloody persecution, he
bravely opposed the
colonialists policy to force
Koreans to worship their
national god. His missionary
activities were in a sense a
nationalistic movement
against the ruling foreign
power.
The life of the first Presby-

terian minister of Korea,
marked with dramatic ups
and downs, is now being
cinematized as an event to
celebrate the forthcoming 70th
anniversary of Lee’s landing
on Cheju-do for his lifelong
religious and educational
commission for residents of
the then secluded, poor island
Director Lim Won-shik

holds the megaphone foR the
16-milimeter film for evangel-
ical purpose, shooting lots of
scenes at the picturesque
seaside and in villages of the
lofty Mt. Halla on the island
off the south coast of the
Korean peninsula.
The film is mainly a Reli-

gious collaboration of Lee’s
descendants, who are also
faithful Christian believers.
The original story was written
by his daughter, Mrs. Lee Se-
rye, and was adapted into a
scenario by his grandson. The
late minister’s son-in-law, who
is the husband of the script-
writer, composed the music of
strong religious connotation.
Mrs. Lee’s second son acts the
role of the minister.
The life story of the early

Christian minister was first
known to the public 10 years
ago, as his daughter Mrs. Lee
Sa-rye won a competition of
nonfiction writers organized
by the Shin-Dong-A, a monthly
magazine published in Seoul.
Entitled “A Martyr Story”

(Sungyo-jo), the documentary
story drew quick attention
among religious circles as
well as many general public.
The story vividly depicted the
Japanese colonialist’s brutal
oppression of the Korean
church. The life story of a
hoodlum-turned-priest was
also of immense human in-
terest.

Lee was born in 1865 in
Pyongyang, and graduated
from Pyongyang Theological
Seminary in 1907. It was
largely due to the tenacious
persuasion by Samuel Moffet
Sr., one of the earliest Ameri-
can missionaries to arrive in
Korea who later established
Sungjon University, that Lee
abandoned his backstreet life
and turned Christian.

In 1908 Lee established the
first church on Cheju-do,

which was named Sobu
Church. He later founded
eight more churches on the
island, in addition to
Yonghung School and Cheju
Kindergarten.
The church minister died in

1943 after being tortured by
the Japanese for opposing
their policy to brainwash the
Korean people by forcing
them to practice daily service
for their own national god.

“I can never forget the day
my old father was dragged to
prison like a dog by the Jap-,
anese police,” Mrs. Lee Sa-
rye wrote in a travelogue on
her two-month tour to Jap-
anese churches last year. The
trip was organised by the Jap-
anese Christian cirlces on the
occasion of the publication of
the Japanese version of
“Sungyo-bo” there.
At churches around Tokyo

and Kobe, Mrs. Lee told Jap-
anese congregations about the
harsh repressive measures
the Japanese colonial govern-
ment imposed on the Korean
church, especially in the last
years of its 36-year rule of the
peninsula.
The bqdget for the produc-

tion of the religious docu-
mentary film is some 12
million won, which includes
six million donated by various
Christian organizations and
individual believers across the
country, and four million Jap-
anese yen contributed by the
Japan Mission Film Co.

It is expected to be
premiered at the Campus
Crusade of Korea head-
quarters at Chong-dong,
Seoul, around Sept. 20. And
then the film will be shown at
churches and institutions for
juvenile delinquents over the
country. The religious film is

to

Members of a family render dee
lunar New Year’s Day. A consider
tion.

Time-Hc

Ancestra
By Pak Yong-pil g'

Traditionally, genealogical
SC

table in Korea had been kept
exclusively by “yangban” ^(the nobility) class and „
royalties. But recently, this t
practice has become more u
widespread among the

n ‘

general public.
Ir

Most people know the origin r
of their lineage and remember

f
the names and deeds of some

tsuccessful ancestors recorded #m their family history. This
ttime-honored tradition in-

fluenced the society of the Yi ^Dynasty and contemporary**)^
scene. **»

Speaking at a seminar
'

recently sponsored bv„ sponsored by the^;
Korea Genealogical Society,T

r
- - - ---©—- Kang Chu-jin, president-also to be distributed to publisher of the weeklyr^r . •

'-•-“touted to publisher of the weekly?3
tChristian circles in Japan, the Toksuh Shinmoon, explained^!

States, Canada, that the major goal of theS,
Sweden, and Africa system is to maintain

X
\

the Japan Mission solidarity and integrity be-
°

c
tween individual, family and

£

.

Ki Pung».founder of the first church on Cheju-do Island,
is >seen with his wife and son in this picture taken shortly

vxvvvvv
* before he arrived on the island in 1<M7—it
— — .
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Renovated House Recalls
Nation’s Pioneer Novelist

By Yim Kap-son

Renovated for a citizen’s
private home, a traditional
Korean-style house which was
originally built by Lee Kwang-
soo, a pioneer novelist, has re-
cently been visited by many
contemporary writers and
others who like to recall the
life and thought of the lead-
ing literary man.
About 15 minutes’ drive

from the Capitol to Segom-
jong, a northwestern residenti-
al area, the house can be easi-
ly located on a hillside as it is
the only one with full-fledged
Korean architecture.

Back in 1934 when it was
built by Chunwon, Lee’s pen-
name, it was the only tiled-
roof house in the region amid
orchards dotted with thatch-
ed roofs. Now it is surround-
ed by densely clustered West-
ern or semi-Westem style
houses and the complex of
Sangmyong Women's Teach-
ers’ College.

The U-shaped house, occu-
pying 43 pyong (129 sq. me-
ters) floor space, faces east-
southeast, exactly the same di-
rection set by Chunwon, ac-
cording to Kim Chae-chol, its
present owner. Its spacious
garden, 107 pyong (353.1 sq.
meters), features a small rock
well and six trees—one Chi-
nese juniper in the south,
three persimmon trees in the
east and two oaks in the west.
All these are just as recorded
in

(

Chunwori’s essay, “Songjo-
gi” (Memos on what I made).
The renovation of the house

was executed in the same style
as the original one — four
rooms, and a big porch. But
some changes were necessary
to meet present-day life, ex-
plains Kim.
The space was widened from

23 pyong to 43 pyong and the
“ondol” floor was replaced by
a central heating system.
Some doors and windows were
also widened and fitted wijth
glass instead of paper. Bath-
rooms with flush toilets and a'
gas-range kitchen are - otheV
modern elements."

home
N
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Kim says he intended to
build a two-story Western-
style house last spring, but
changed his mind after he
found that the place was se-
lected by the famous novelist
and the construction was di-
rected by himself.

“After I 'read Chunwon’s es-
say on the house, I couldn’t
hesitate any longer to attempt
the renovation,” explains Kim,
who works as director of the
Korea FAO Association.
The biggest hardship Was

to get good quality pine wood.
Piles of wood for the house
were carried from Kojin,
Kangwon-do near the front-
line area, according to him.
The renovation started last

March and was completed in
early September. So far some
50 people have visited the
house, most of them novelists,
poets and scholars on Korean
literature.

The calligraphed signature
book shown by Kim. contains
many interesting remarks by
leading writers.

Novelist Park .Yong-jun
wrote, A house left with

Chunwon’s works.’’ Poetess
Mo Yun-sook composed an
impromptu poem.

The Chinese juniper tree,
The persimmon trees.
The balcony,
All are same as before,
The red sunset over them is
G lowing as before,
Glowing as before.

If still alive, Chunwon
would be 80 years old this
year. During the Korean War
<he was kidnapped by Com-
munists. Some unconfirmed
news recently reported he di-
ed in Peking while teaching
Korean literature at Peking
University.

Chunwon lived in the house
for five years from 1934. He
wrote in his essay about his
sadness when he had to sell

the house, ”If I had built it

more modestly with a thatch-
ed roof, I might not have to
leave it. ...

”

The present owner Kim
says, ‘‘I hope that the house
will last long, so that many
people may' share the memory
of Chunwon.”
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Po Sun Tun: A. Profile

Former President Po Sun Yun of the Republic of Korea is a national
symbol in his country of two curiously mixed treditions : conse-rvetive
aristocracy and progressive opposition.

Tils ancestors served the old Yi Dynasty in excited posts. One was
premier, others were ministers of defense. Rut flouting tradition, his
uncle Baron Chi Ho Yun saw in CF&iatianity which had been newly introduced
into Korea, a progressive antidote to feudal corruption and became the first
Sout^eren Methodist in Kor°a. His father, however, became a Pro sbvterian,
a pineer elder who built one of the oldest and lamest churches in Seoul.

President Yun was bom in 189? and was educated in the old classical
tradition, but then went to Scotland and received an K. A in archaeology
from the University of Edinburgh in 1930. Earlier he had already entered
politics, exnressinp his patrotic opposition to Japanese colonialism by
jbininr the Provisional Government of the Republic of Korea in China.

After liberation in 19h$ 9
he quickly made a name for himself in his

native land. Although he belonred to the opposition party, the Government
of Synunan Rhee could not ignore his intercity and ability *id made him
mayor of the capital city, Seoul., in 19h8-l;9, and Minister of Commerce
and Industry in 19!'9-50. His reputation as an unselfish humanitarian
brought him the Presidency of the Korea Red Cross from 19^0 to 19^2. For
four terms ( 19)i5-19*3 ) he was elected to Korea's National Assembly from
the country's most famous district in downtown Seoul.

When Syneman Rhee fell from power in 19*0, Korea turned to Po Sun Yun
for leadership. He served as President from 19*0 to 19*2. The leader of
the 19*1 militarv coup, recomizinr his national prestige, pleaded with
him to remain in office, and in order to avoid ehaos, he acceded for a while
to their request. But since 19*? he has returned to his more familier role
as leader of the loyal, progressive opposition, first with tbe Minjunr
Danp Party Xl9*3-*5), and now with the Sinhan Dane Party 0-9**-) His
major prolitical emphasis is responsible democracy for a free Korea.
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Personal History
of

POSUN YU!!

( President of Sinhan Dang-New Korea Party
)

1 . Birth
2 . Birth
3. Religi
4 • Educat
5 . Proffe

1924

of Date
of Plac
on
ion
ssion
-1925 :

1946'

1948'

1949-

1950-

1945-

-1948

-1949
-1950

1952

1963

1960-1962 :

1963-1965 :

1966 :

August 26, 1897 (69)
Korea
Protestant (Presbyterian)
1930: Graduated from Edinburgh (M.A.)

A member of National Assembly under the
Provisional Government, Republic of Korea
in China

.

President of the Minjung Daily News Paper.
Mayor of City of Seoul.
Minister of Commerce Sc Industry,
Republic of Korea.
President o _ the National Red Cross,
Republic of Korea.
Elected as the member of National Assembly
from district of Chong No, Seoul.
( Pour terms )

The President of Republic of Korea.
( Resignea due to the conflic against
the Military Government

)

President of Minjung Dang.
( Opposition party )

President of Sinhan Dang.
( Reorganized opposition party )
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Samuel H. Moffett
20thCDic. Yun

Vun Tchi-Ho for Ch'i-ho) (1»^-K»4S) .. Korean reformer, educator
and Christian leader.

Yun Tchi-Ho was born in 1864/65 into a high-ranking family
in the late Yi dynasty government and became the most influential
Korean voice in the early introduction of Protestant Christianity
to his country. He was the first Korean nobleman to become a

Protestant.

After training in Japan for government service as a foreign
language specialist, he returned at age 17 ( 1883 ) as interpreter
for the first American Minister to Korea, Lucius Foote. Family
involvement in the 1884 reform movements in Seoul led Yun to seek
safety in Shanghai where he enrolled in the Anglo-Chinese

College. Under the influence of its founder and president, Young
J. Allen, a Southern Methodist, he became a Christian in 1887,

and went to America for study at Emory College and graduate work
in theology at Vanderbilt. For five years (1887-1893) he

vigorously supported the emerging student volunteers for foreign
missions movement.

He returned to China (1893) and Korea (1895), where his
family connections and ability to speak five languages (Korean,

Chinese, Japanese, English and French) won him important civil

and government posts from 1895 to 1906. He joined Philip Jaisohn
and Syngman Rhee in reorganizing the progressive Independence

Club (1896), and was editor of The Independent (1898-99), a



2

pioneering English/Korean language newspaper. At the Koran court
he was appointed vice-minister of education

( 1895 ), vice-
minister of the Foreign Office (1895), and high magistrate of two
northern districts from 1899 for several years.

The imposition of Japanese rule in Korea forced Yun out
of government service in 1906 and turned his talents to more
direct service to the Methodist church. He founded the Anglo-
Korean School in Songdo (Kaesong) and served as its first

president (1906-11). He was one of six delegates from Korea to
the Edinburgh World Missionary Conference, 1910. The next year
he was arrested and imprisoned on false charges of anti-Japanese
conspiracy. Released in 1915 he was elected General-Secretary of
the Korean YMCA (1915-1920) serving until his retirement in 1920.

In 1930 he was called out of retirement to help

negotiate the union of northern and southern Methodist missions
m Korea and their assimilation into the autonomous Korean

Methodist Church. Again in 1939-41 he became the first Korean

president of the present Yonsei University. His nephew, Yun Po-

Sun, an active Christian, in 1960 became the second president of

South Korea

.

ILiary of Yun Tch i Ho, 5 vols.
, in Chinese, Korean

"I h sections (Seoul: National History Compilationomm. , 1973-75; Donald N. Clark, "Yun Ch'i-Ho (1864-1945):Portrait of a Korean Intellectual in an Era of Transition", inQsgas^nal Papers on Korea
, no. 4, ed. by J. B. Palais and M. D.Lang, (Seattle, 1975)

.



TCHI-Ho YUN, Baron (186*11945) Korean noble-

man and Methodist leader, as a youth became in-

terpreter to the first American Minister to

Korea (I883 ). When a palace coup forced his

grandfather, the Minister of War, from power
Y. sought asylum in Shanghai (1885). Greatly

impressed by Young Allen, head of the Anglo-

Chinese College, he became a Christian ( 1887 ).

In the U.S. for further study (1888-93) at Em-

ory and Vanderbilt he urged Southern Method-

ists to open work in Korea which they did in

1896. Fro. 1895-190^ country

“lth
fop

reform^ and vice-minister of education, but Ko-

rea's loss of independence turned his energies

into religious work from 1906-20. He was prin-

cipal oi the Anglo-Korean School ( 1906- 11 ), de-

legate to Edinburgh (1910), and Gen. -Sec. of

the Korean YMCA (1915-20). Imprisonment (1911-

15) for alleged independence activity made him

a popular hero. He was twice called from re-

tirement, first for negotiations that united

northern and southern Methodist mission work

in the autonomous Methodist Church of Korea

(1930), and again as first Korean president of

Chosen Christian College (now Yonsei U.), 1941-

44. A nephew, Po-Sun Yun, in i960 was elected

second president of the Republic of Korea.

oee S. Ryang, ed., Southern Methodism in Ko-
fi.i:. Church, South, Seoul, 192 ?, pp. U-U3 ff.

4 ^ 1b /in,, ylu, fcL, tlo /4«j ht-lj \nf. 2V tu f /fit) f AY-t).
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Pioneers of Modernization

Yum Statesman? Scholar

PAGE 5

The following is the 'ele-

venth in a monthly series

of articles on outstanding
Korean leaders and foreig-
ners who, now all deceased ,

played important roles in
modernizing Korea. Dr. Fish-
er, an old hand in Korean af-
fairs, writes the articles in
the form of his personal re-
collections of the leading fi-

gures. — ED.

By J. Earnest Fisher

In my diary under the date
of Saturday, December 6th,
1947, I have recorded that I

attended a memorial service
at the home of Mr. Allen Yun
(Yun Yong-son) for his father,

Yun Tchi-ho. It was the third
memorial or the “great memo-
rial,” as Dr. Yun died in 1945,
five months after the Japa-
nese surrendered and Korea
regained her independence.

I remember this ceremony
very well. The members of
the Yun family were dressed
in the traditional coarse cloth
mourning vestments, and wore
the distinctive headgear that
was used at such ceremonies.
It was a Christian service,
since Dr. Yun was one of the

first and most distinguished
Christian leaders of modem
Korea, and the members of
the family were all Christian.

Bishop Ryang Ju-sam of the
Methodist Church, who was
carried off to north Korea at
the time of the Communist in-
vasion in 1950, was in charge
of the service. Miss Bess Bli-

ver, formerly a Methodist mis-
sionary in Wonsan, and I were
the only foreigners present.
An elegant dinner was served
to all the guests after the me-
morial service.

It was a source of great
regret to me that Dr. Yun
died about one month before
I arrived in Korea the 1st of
January 1946. To have seen
him and heard from him an
account of wartime Korea and
Japan would have been a rare
privilege and a great satisfac-
tion. The last time I saw him
was shortly before I left Ko-
rea in 1934.

Dr. Yun Tchi-ho was the
brilliant son of a noble fa-
mily. which had produced
ministers and other high gov-
ernment officials during the
Yi dynasty. His father, Yun
Ung-nyol, held a cabinet post,
I am not sure which, under
King Kojong. As a very
young man, in his early teens,
Yun Tchi-ho was often in the
Royal Palace and it is said
that the King was very much
amused by stories that the
young Yun would tell.

In 1881 he was sent to Ja-
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Dr. Yun Tchi-ho
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Dean Tillett, the famous
dean of Vanderbilt, once said,
“In all of my forty years of
teaching at Vanderbilt, T.H.
Yun had the keenest mind of
any student who ever sat in
any of my classes.” I have
also heard that he received
the highest grades in his En-
glish courses of any student
in his class.

Fund for School

After completing his course
at Vanderbilt he went to At-
lanta, Georgia, and took gra-
duate courses at Emory Uni-
versity. When he graduated
in 1893 he gave the sum of
$200.00 to the president of
Emory University, saying that
he wanted it to be the begin-
ning of a fund to found a
Christian school in Korea. It

was some years later when he
saw this dream realized in the
Songdo Higher Common
School for boys.

While he was a student at
Emory University he won the
gold medal which was given
annually to the winner in an
oratorical contest. He won this

Northern Presbyterian Chur-
ches had opened their mission
W'- 1

' in this country.

In my report as chairman
of the library committee of
the faculty of the Chosun
Christian College in 1933 I
made the following entry:

“Dr. Tchi-ho Yun, an out-
standing statesman, scholar
and Christian leader has taken
a deep personal interest in
the library and has given
more than 500 books of stan-
dard English, German and
Oriental works, from his own
library to the college. He also
provided an endowment fund
of 2,000 yen, the interest from
which is to be used annually
for the purchase of books for
the library. These books form
the nucleus of the ‘Yun Col-
lection,’ which promises to
be one of our most important
special collections.” I hope
that this Yun section is still
maintained at Yonsei Univer-
sity.

Baron Yun, or Dr. Yun as
he was now called, was a
leader in all efforts toward
reform in Korea and the be-
ginning of constitutional gov-
ernment. He was sent abroad

he denounced the Pedlar’s
Guild for the oppressive mea-
sures its members had used
to suppress the people in their
demands for redress of griev-
ances. He set forth again the
measures for reform for which
the Independence Club was
petitioning, and the Emperor
promised to see that they were
complied with. But this pro-
mise was soon forgotten as
the reactionary group still
contmued in power and con-
trolled the Emperor’s actions
The Yuns had four child-

ren* two boys and two girls.
One son, Allen, now lives in
Seoul; the other. Chandler,
lived in Songdo, but I don’t
know whether he has been
heard from since the Korean
War or not The oldest child.
Laura, was married and had
a family and died a few years
ago. The youngest, Helen,
went to America to school
when she was only eight years

A*ter graduating from
Millersburg College, of whichmy father. Dr. C.C. Fisher
was president, she went to
Vanderbilt University where
she made a brilliant record
like her father. In spite of the
work of raising a family, Mrs.
Yun was very active in church
and social circles in Seoul.
The first Mrs. Yun, who was

Chinese, died early in this
century anc Dr. Yun married
a Korean woman. There were
eight children from this mar-
riage. I believe there were
four girls and four boys, but
I am not sure about this.
Several of them went to A-
merica to continue their stu-
dies. One of the boys became
a pianist and a teacher of
music.

The second Mrs. Yun died
during World War II and Dr.
Yun married a third time, and
this wife survived him, and
was living in Songdo when I

The Carouse]

By K. Connie Kang
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’ LSaiA been affected by her “droopyNot me, Maria said. “I bottom” complex

Py
would choose beauty. Can you
imagine how different my
life would be if I were beauti-
ful?”

“Nothing’s the matter with
you,” I said. “What more do
you want? Do you want to

Then, there is friend Su-
zanne whose problem in life
is her extra-heavy thighs and
legs. No matter how hot the
weather Suzanne wears dark
stockings because she thinks

something
1

?"
1"61 °r W

size of her legs.
something?
“My mouth is too big, my

eyes are too small, my nose
is too flat,” she said as if she
had committed her “defects”
to memory. “I wish I were
really beautiful.”

* '

* *

It's true the whole world
worships beautiful women.
And there probably isn't a
woman in the world who

Not all the women I know
have beauty problems. Quite
to the contrary. I’ve some
friends who are dark and
sensuous, blonde and leggy
sultry and Oriental. In fact,*
I can think of several who'd
qualify as beauty queens.
While I’ve nothing againstwumun iu uie WOria Who v ”

T ,

gains I.

doesn't long to be beautiful r
ea

Vjy * 1 think something is

That’s why women care a-
te

.
rfibly wrong with the world

bout the length of the skirt,
the new eyeliner in the mar-
ket, lipsticks, perfumes, nail
polishes, mirrors. That's why
women hoard clothes and
jewelry. That’s why women
will try whatever they think
will make them more attrac-
tive. That’s why a woman will
go without a meal to keep
her waistline small.

* * *

I’ve another friend, Don-
na, who feels pretty much
like Maria about beauty.

Uplike Maria, however,
Donna’s problem isn’t her

which stresses it so.

No one can help how he
or she looks. And yet how
many times do we make
judgments on the basis of
looks?

It just doesn’t seem right
or fair.

Too, I can't help but see
tragedy in all this.

Growing old may be diffi-

cult for every living thing.
But growing old Is more pain-
ful for women who were once
beautiful.

You’ve seen them. I have,
also.
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Governor Post

In 1901 Dr. Yun was ap-
pointed governor of Kangwon-
do and moved with his family
to Wonsan, the capital of the

were released before they had
served their full terms.

The Hardies had been per-
mitted to visit Dr. Yun while
he was in prison, and they
told me afterward of the hard
life that he had to endure in
West Gate Prison. He had to

abroad. He usually wore a
gray or black felt hat, and in
winter a long black overcoat
with a large fur collar, and
with it a Russian type fur
hat.

During the years 1919 to
1934 when I was in Korea as

teacher at the Chosun
tiic vd^/1 Ull vi lllc v ^ • v 4IU '* 1^

prefecture. I don’t know how v perform hard physical labor.
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Songdo Higher Common ©and was released in February °I which I was a member. He
School for Boys. Mr. Yun was 1915, when he had served a- was often a guest in the home
principal of this school and bout three years of his six-
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1 first heard of Dr. Yun Yun u/ac muHa oonorn i copra.

mittees. It was from such
contacts as these that I got
the information and impres-
sions regarding Dr. Yun which
are given in this sketch.



mai me n.mg was very mucn
amused by stories that the
young Yun would tell.

In 1881 he was sent to Ja-
pan to study along with a
group of about 15 youths
whom the King had selected
because of their very unusual
ability, or high I.Q. as we
would say today. He was only
14 years old at this time.

He made such phenomenal
progress in learning both En-
glish and Japanese that Gen-
eral Lucius Foote, the first

American minister to Korea,
picked him as his personal in-
terpreter in 1883, when he
passed through Tokyo, on his
way to take up his diplomatic
post in Seoul. Thus the 16-
year-old youth, Yun Tchi-ho,
became the first official inter-
preter for the first United

,

States legation in Korea.

Reform Movement

But with his deep interest
in the welfare and progress of
his country, this brilliant
young man was not content to
act as an interpreter only, im-
portant as this position was,
at a time when the first diplo-
matic relations were begun
between the United States and
Korea. He entered into the
plans for reform which were
being formulated by So Jai-
pil, Kim Ok-kyun, Pak Yong-
hyo, and others at this time.

Whether he was actually in-
volved in the conspiratorial
plans of these young revolu-
tionaries or not I have never
heard. He was present at the
dinner party celebrating the
inauguration of the new post-
al system, when an attempt
was made to assassinate Prince
Min Young-ik, which was the
first overt act of the conspi-
racy.

Tchi-ho’s father, Yun Ung-
nyol, was listed as minister
of punishments in the reform
government, which had been
outlined by the conspirators.
The senior Yun, therefore,
had undoubtedly been privy
to the plans for reform and
had been sympathetic to
them. When the conspirators
had to escape to Japan and
later to America, Yun Ung-
nyol was relieved of his ca-
binet post and exiled to a
distant part of the kingdom.
As the family was thus in-

volved, the young Tchi-ho,
with the advice and assistance
of General Foote, went to
Shanghai and entered the
Anglo-Chinese College, which
was a mission school under
the auspices of the Southern
Methodist Mission Board of
the United States.

"V un Tchi-ho became a
Christian while a student and
was baptized on April 3. 1887,
when he was twenty years old.
His unusual ability was re-
cognized and after completing
the course at the college in
Shanghai, he was persuaded
by the president to go to A-
merica and continue his stu-
dies at Vanderbilt University,
Nashville, Tennessee. He stu-
died theology at Vanderbilt
and made an outstanding re-

.tmory university he won the
gold medal which was given
annually to the winner in an
oratorical contest. He won this
in competition with men
whose native language was
English. Also while a student
here he paid his school ex-
penses by public speaking en-
gagements in many places.
The $200 that he gave the
president of Emory University
to start a school in Korea was
probably saved from his earn-
ings from his public speaking.

Mr. Yun did not return to
Korea directly from America,
but went to his Alma Mater,
the Anglo-Chinese College in
Shanghai and became a pro-
fessor there.

In March 1894 Mr. Yun
married Miss Sieu Tsung,
who, Dr. James S. Gale, in
his book, Korea Sketches,
says was “one of the brightest
girls who ever graduated from
McTyeire School." McTyeire
was a Southern Methodist
school in China. I have also
heard from those who knew
her after she came to Korea
that she was a beautiful and
charming woman.

Conditions had greatly
changed since Yun Tchi-ho
left his country in 1884, so
much so that in 1894 he was
called back to take the office
of secretary and vice minist-
er of Education in the King’s
cabinet. He was later vice for-
eign minister. In February
1895 Mr. Yun with his Chi-
nese wife returned to his na-
tive land, after an absence
of ten years. He was the first
Christian to hold a cabinet
position in the Korean govern-
ment
As view minister of educa-

tion he was now in a posi-
tion where he could further
a plan that he had had in
mind since his student days
in America, to have the South-
ern Methodist Church open
mission work, especially edu-
cational work, in Korea. As a

leader in all efforts toward
reform in Korea and the be-
ginning of constitutional gov-

ernment. He was sent abroad
to European countries as sec-
retary to a number of import-
ant diplomatic missions. He
also attended as a delegate a
number of international in-

terdenominational Christian
conferences. In addition to all

this he edited a newspaper,
the Independent (Toknip Sin-
mun).

He spoke English and Japa-
nese with practically the same
fluency and effectiveness as
his own native Korean. He
also spoke French and had a
working knowledge of Ger-
man and Russian. During the
period between the Sino-Japa-
nese War and the Russo-Japa-
nese War he was probably one
of the most prominent and ac-
tive officials of the Korean
government. In 1896 he was
first secretary to the Korean
embassy sent to the corona-
tion of the Czar of Russia.

Independence Club

I have heard the older mis-
sionaries who were there in
person tell of the great gen-
eral audience that the Em-
peror granted at the great
gate of the palace in Novem-
ber 1898. The reformist fac-
tion and the conservative
groups were all represented,
and most of the foreigners liv-
ing in Seoul were present a-
long with several thousands
of Koreans.

Mr. Yun was the spokes-
man for the Independence
Club, of which he was the
president. He made a strong
but temperate speech in which

:

the Yun family had extensive
farm land holdings near Son«-
do.

I first heard of Dr. Yun
Tchi-ho in 1911, when his
daughter, Helen, came to A-
merica and entered my fath-
er’s college at Millersburg,
Kentucky. I went to the Phi-
lippine Islands for education-
al work under the American
government earlier that same
year, so I did not meet Helen
until I returned to America
in 1916, but I heard about her
and her distinguished father
through correspondence with
members of my family.

I first met Dr. Yun in Seoul,
when I was spending Christ-
mas and New Year vacation
(1915-16) from my teaching in
Japan. I was at the home of
Dr. and Mrs. R.A. Hardie, who
had been close friends of the
Yun family for many years.
Dr. Yun id been released
from prison, where he served
three years after being falsely
accused by the Japanese gov-
ernment.

This was in connection with
the notorious, so-called “cons-
piracy case.” The Japanese
trumped up a charge of a
conspiracy to murder Govern-
or General Terauchi. Many
Koreans were arrested and
through extreme torture and
deception a number of wit-
nesses' were secured who fal-
sely testified to the existence
of such a conspiracy.

As Baron Yun had been an
outstanding leader among the
Christians, . who were said to
be responsible for the conspi-
racy, he was arrested, put
through a trial, which was a
travesty, and sentenced to six
years in prison. Public opi-
nion. in Korea, Japan and in

xnfi tmperor.
Soon after his release. Dr.Yun was made general secre-

tary of the National YMCA
of Korea, a position that Dr.
Hugh Cynn later held for
many years. The Japanese
were very desirous of forget-
ting the whole affair of the
“conspiracy,” and Gen. Tera-
uchi made a very generous

£?
nt™Aon t0 the work of

the YMCA when Dr. Yun be-
came general secretary of that
organization!

True Aristocrat

I well remember Dr. Yun’s
appearance and the general
impression that he made uponme at this first meeting with
him at the Hardie home in
Sajikkol in Seoul. He was a

of medium height or a
little less, very erect, and al-
ways maintained an air of
dignity and assurance that
marked him as a true aristo-
crat. He had fine features and
dark and piercing eyes. He
was wearing a full black beard
at this time, but I have seen
pictures of him in his uni-
form as a cabinet member
when he had a rather heavy
black pointed mustache, but
he wore no beard at that
time. His hands and feet were
unusually small, the mark of
a Korean aristocrat.

He was dressed in Korean
dress, and had on a grey
“turumagi” and “paji” and I
remember how neatly the
“paji” were tied with bows at
the ankles over the socks. He
wore foreign style leather
shoes. As well as I remember
he always stuck to Korean
dress in Korea, but he had

m)

result of his invitation, Bi-
shop E.R. Hendricks and Dr.
C.F. Reid of that church ar-
rived in Korea in October
1895, and laid plans for edu-
cational, evangelistic and me-
dical work which were greatly
aided by Mr. Yun, both by his
official authority and his per-
sonal interest and devotion.

As the work of this mission
developed Songdo had fine
high schools for boys and
girls; Wonsan had a girls’ high
school, Seoul had Paiwha
School for girls. The South-
ern Methodist Church cooper-
ated in the Chosun Christian
College and Ewha Womans
College, Severance Medical
College and Hospital. This
Church through its board of
missions also established hos-
pitals, churches and other
schools in Songdo, Wonsan
and Chunchon.

It was through the influ-
ence and persistent efforts of
Dr. Yun that this mission
opened its work in Korea in
1895, ten years after the
Northern Methodist and the
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* Un Udrd from left in front row, poses with volunteer leaders of theYMCA movement in 1925 in Seoul. At his right is Fletcher S. Brockman, predecessor ofYun as secretary of the YMCA, Korea. Dr. Oliver R. Avison, who introduced modern west-
ern medicine into Korea, stands at far right. Lee San^-jai, a famous leader of Korean
youth movements is seen second from right.

.
contacts as tnese mat a got
the information and impres-
sions regarding Dr. Yun which
are given in this sketch.
While always in complete

control of his emotions, he at
times seemed impatient and
tense or bored. I remember
that he used to carry two
well-polished walnuts, which
he kept in continual motion
in his hand. I suppose this
had the same effect as the
“worry-beads” which are used
by men in the Near East to
relieve tension and calm the
nerves.
He had a keen sense of

humor and often gave expres-
sion to critical or cynical re-
marks in his form of dry wit,
which was always interesting
and clever and equal to any-
thing that Bob Hope or Jack
Benny got off. But when
speaking he always maintain-
ed a calm and serious expres-
sion, seldom smiling, and to
my knowledge never laughing.
Whether this was a result of
his imprisonment and suffer-
ing and the unhappy condi-
tion of his country I don’t
know, as I never saw him be-
fore his imprisonment, or be-
fore Japan assumed rule over
Korea.
During the years that I

knew him (1919-1934) he was
greatly concerned with the
social and educational work
of the YMCA and the Method-
ist Mission. He was especial-
ly interested in the efforts
made by the YMCA to ele-
vate the condition of the Ko-
rean farmers on a national
scale.

His son, Allen, graduate
from the agricultural and
animal husbandry course at
the University of Ohio, and
when he returned to Korea
he started a dairying course
at the Songdo Higher Com-
mon School. It is my under-
standing that Dr. Yun contri-
buted very generously toward
the funds for buying the cows
and equipment for carrying
on this work, which was un-
der the direction of Allen.

After Dr. Yun was released
from prison in 1915 he had
the complete respect of the
Japanese government authori-
ties in Korea, and was able
to secure their cooperation in
the work projects that he un-
dertook through the YMCA,
the Methodist Mission orga-
nization, and the Korean Me-
thodist Church. Before World
War II Japan was firmly
established as the ruler of
Korea and so far as anyone
could see, this rule would be
permanent. No nation was
willing to go to war to free
Korea from Japanese rule.
Even after the very despo-

tic and inhuman means that
Japan used to suppress the
independence movement of
1919, the United States only
protested and asked that Ja-
pan use more humane me-
thods in dealing with the Ko-
reans. No nation demanded
that Japan withdraw from Ko-
rea. In fact President Theo-
dore Roosevelt gave his ap-
proval of Japan’s having a

(Continued on Page 7)
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International Changes
Favorable for Korea

By Chung: Chong-shik
Korea Times Correspondent

LONDON — Francois Duchene, director
of the International Institute for Strategic
Studies, said that he believed recent deve-
lopments had created a favorable situation
for Korea.

However, the director said he thought
unification was a long way away, remarking
that in this respect, though not in others,
the Korean situation resembled that in Ger-
many.

In a recent interview with this corres-
pondent at his office, the director of the
world-famous institute further remarked that
all of the big powers had an interest in
maintaining calm on the Korean peninsula,
and that its two parts were responding
to this in their moves toward better re-
lations.

Duchene also said that guarantees from
these powers of peace on the peninsula
would be difficult to obtain and would in any
case be of dubious value since changes in
the international situation could easily lead
the powers to reconsider them.

Saying that the ^
present security system
for south Korea would
not disappear, Duchene
said that the United
States may remain in
south Korea longer than
people sometimes as-
sume, though in smaller
numbers than today, on
the grounds that the
big powers surround-
ing .are interested in
seeing the continued A-
merican presence to
maintain calm the Ko-
rean peninsula.

Questioned on the international mood
of detente, he said this was too simple a
word to describe international relations at
present. He said the world was entering a
new and highly complicated era, in which
there is still competition and conflict but
in which military power is less important
than it once was.

The following are excerpts from the
interview held last week:

Q. The situation in the world is chang-
ing and, in another way the situation in
Korea is also changing, and we are saying
generally that we are now in detente. This
new aspect of world politics, however, makes
it very hard to determine in what situation
we are really now. Would you comment
on the real meaning of detente?

A. Well, I think what we call detente is
largely the effect of gradually adapting to
living with a number of new constraints on
the world system which have been in fact
operating for 20 years or more, but the ef-
fects of which on government policies have
only gradually become evident during that
period and are only now beginning to shape
consciously new relations between states.

What are those constraints? One of them
clearly is the nuclear limitation upon the
risks that major powers — and that means
in particular, the super-powers, who are in
this respect in a class all by themselves —
are prepared to take with any kind of mili-
tary confrontation which might lead to nu-

Francois Duchene

sure of its own military and security prob-
lems or of the reaction that would be neces-
sary to it, and of the complications that mili-
tarization of Japan might create to Japan’s
own security.

As for the Russians, I think they have
nothing to gain in a situation where their
position is probably not too good, and like
everybody else, they fear the unknown.

Therefore, everybody has an interest in
the Americans staying there, and I wouldn’t
be sure that the Americans haven’t an in-
terest in staying there, because they too
might be worried by the complications to
themselves of the effects on Japan of in-
stability in the area.

So that if an American presence in
south Korea does not cost too much in
money to the U.S., if south Korea continues
to want the Americans to stay there, I
would have thought the Americans may find
they have an interest in staying there, and
encouraged by others to stay there much
longer than we assume in the immediate
post-Vietnam climate, which we are in al-
ready, even if Vietnam goes on. That's the
first point.

It creates the greatest stability in the
area. If that is so, then you have a security
system and I don’t think it will affect your
independence very much.

Of course, it does not suggest a system
of reunification, but I suspect that reunifica-
tion will be slow in any case. What you are
talking about at the present moment is good
relations between the two Koreans. After the
kind of relations you had, and however great
the nationalism of both Koreas may be, and
the desire of people to come together again,
it would be very difficult to do so quickly;
therefore, it is a long process at the best.

In this it may resemble the German
situation, though not in other matters. Now
if our thinking of alternatives as they are
likely to be further away, it is harder to
perceive them because the situation could
change in many ways, and you cannot tell
from today’s point of view how things will
seem to other people when the situation is

changed — by definition, you can’t.
But to make what are therefore neces-

sarily false assumptions, one could have a
number of hypotheses. One of them is that
guarantees are difficult for countries, big
powers, to give, in any credible way, because
if the U.S. were to leave there, that would
be because it wanted to have its hands free
in its policy. If it wants to have its hands
free in its policy, it means it will want to
decide at any given moment how to behave
in a situation.

By definition, that would mean that any
paper guarantees that were given were sub-
ject to reconsideration in the light of the
political situation, and that would be of true
of any four-power guarantee.

You couldn’t be sure that the kind of
prices which would raise questions about Ko-
rea would also raise questions between the
big powers themselves, and therefore any
paper guarantees were really valid when
the time when they were needed came.

So that I am not very optimistic about
the value of guarantees, though some sort of
non-aggression statement might be relevant
in a political process, but it would not in it-

self be a system, it might be just an instru-

ment of a political change; it would not it-

self be I think a really credible system.
A *1- _ A At
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Historic Mission

T_T

This Wednesday is one of
the most memorable days, I
believe, in our recent history.
For the first time in almost
three decades, a significant
number of south Koreans
will have arrived in Pyong-
yang for the first round of
the main Red Cross talks on
the well-reported “dispersed
families issue” which will
start there at 10 a.m. that day.

As the whole world is a-
ware, in May this year an-
other group of south Koreans
visited north Korea. But they
were only four persons.
Moreover they did that not
with such blessings as these
people have had this time but
they did it in the complete
dark of secrecy.

These people are enjoying
such blessings as any mission
party before them never did;
they have, in fact, the bless-
ing of the whole people, re-
gardless of social status, po-
litics, age or sex, of every
one of us, of every one of
Korean blood inherited for
the last dozens of centuries.

What a vast difference, con-
sidering the circumstances un-
der which that earlier group
made the trip. In fact Mr.
Lee Hu-rak, the leader of
that mission, stated when he
talked of the trip: "I crossed
the border with a ghastly
grim determination.”

These people have the
blessings not only of our na-
tion but of the whole world.
To the best of my belief, ne-
ver before has any Koreans
or any Korean issue enjoyed
such a \niversal and ardent,
hearty and urgent concern of

the big powers and small
powers. For all I know we
have never been talked of so
warmly, so encouragingly and
in such a friendly way.
There was another mission

in the earliest days of our in-

dependence although the in-

cident is now nearly buried in

oblivion after 24 years.
Let me quote from an arti-

cle recently contributed to

The Korea Times by Mr. Gre-
gory Henderson, who was an
official at the American Em-
bassy at that period: "...He
(Kim Koo) was patriotic

enough to accept these risks

in the Four-Kirn Conference
of May, 1948 (in Pyongyang).
Many among both Americans
and Koreans in Seoul mis-
understood and were critical

of him. He paid a great price.

It has taken almost a quarter
of a century to reappraise his

position.

.

Then again, a fortnight

ing but terrify us, scaring out
c. our wits with their un-
heard-of atrocities, brutali-
ties . .

.

Of course, a vice premier
with his aides came here last
June but nc one except a few
was allowed to see them.
They were all the time from
their arrival till their depar-
ture cloaked as in the same
complete secrecy as in the
case of our Lee group. Some
waiters and waitresses saw
them but they never suspect-
ed that they were from be-
hind that granite curtain.

So, as far as we south Ko-
reans are concerned, those
north Koreans, notwithstand-
ing the same pure blood, have
so far been something fiend-
ish, demoniac and ghostly, en-
tirely foreign, entirely alien.
Now we are going to see

them face to face. We are go-
ing to hear them. We are go-
ing to feel them. We are even
going to smell and taste them.
We are going to talk with
them on subjects vitally im-
portant to both sides.

Yes, all this is, in fact,

something new, almost entire-

ly new. All this is going to

be the beginning of a new
page in our recent history.

Not only in ours but in our
neighbors’. Perhaps that is

why the whole world extends
us such warm and hearty
blessings on this mission.
Here is my blessing too:

One, in all probability, would
never possibly in one’s life

experience such a vast amount
of excitement, adventure, cu-

riosity, exploration, expecta-
tion . . . One would never ex-

perience all this even though
one visited Peking or Mos-
cow. One would never experi-

ence such a meaning, along
with such responsibility.

Now, I do hope that all

the delegates and the press-

men are fully prepared for all

this: I hope they are prepar-

ed for the responsibility, for

,:e privilege; I hope they are

prepared for the peculiar way
of thinking, among other

things, on the part of their

counterparts that has been
formed for the last quarter of

a century.
I hope they will have suffi-

cient patience and endurance
in the talks that are expected

to be very often tough and

hard. I hope they will fully

realize and never for a mo-
ment forget the fact that all

those people they will meet
and greet there are originally

and infallibly our brothers

whose veins are palpitating

with the same blood we have,

the same tlood flowing un-

'Beautiful City’

Native i

Recalls
By Chu Yo-sup

I was bom in Pyongyang
two years ahead of the Rus-
so-Japanese War in 1904. I
do not remember seeing bat-
tles fought by the enemy
troops in Pyongyang. But I
remember some nights when
my mother kept on hissing
“hush-hush” and hugging me
hard to stop my crying.

I was fright-
ened of dogs
barking mad-
ly, domesticat-
ed geese honk-
ing wildly,
bang- bang-
bang, and peo-
ple screaming.
These inci-
dents might
have been
raids made

Chu Yo-sup by B u 1 h a n-
dang (armed robbers mean-
ing “No Sweating Gangsters).
I’m not sure.

But my mother told me
time and again that the morn-
ing after the fierce battles,
she had to push away crowded
dead bodies of uniformed
men with her dipper in the
Potong River to scoop up
water to fill her earthen jar
to carry home to cook break-
fast. And when I was able
to walk I used to play around
heaps of damaged wooden
military vehicles dumped in

a corner of the public play-
ground in front of my home.

I was curious about the two
stone tablets inscribed with
Chinese characters, the one
standing outside my home's
small gate, the other at the
end of the playground. My
father told me that the in-

scription meant "American
Property,” and he had erect-

ed them by himself.

He had seen, he added, that
during the battles between
the Chinese and Japanese
troops in 1894-5 no soldier of
either side dared to loot the
American Christian mission
compound, outside the West
Gate of the city. So he plant-

ed the tablets to scare away
Russian and Japanese sol-

diers, and "It worked,” he
said.

Pyongyang is so beautiful

a city that successive poets

have praised it as “the City

of Embroidered Brocade
Rivers and Mountains.”

I had no means of learn-

ing the authentic history of

my home town till I was in

the seventh grade in a pri-

vate school run by the Ameri-
can Presbyterian Missiort.

A teacher asked-, us' pupils'

to come again to school after
A _ -1- U.. ~~~ -** «



clearly is the nuclear limitation upon the
risks that major powers — and that means
in particular, the super-powers, who are in
this respect iri a class all by themselves —
are prepared to take with any kind of mili-
tary confrontation which might lead to nu-
clear confrontation. I would say there is a
detente between the United States and the
Soviet Union.

The word is too simple for what is tak-
ing place, that in many ways Russia and the
U.S. remain serious rivals. The Soviets for
instance, have been showing considerable in-
terest in being recognized as a global power
on the same basis as the U.S. at a time when
the impact of change in U.S. society, on
U.S. government policy, are such that there
is a certain withdrawal — which we should
not exaggerate — a certain American with-
drawal from the role of world policeman.

When you have more normal relations
betweeen America and China, the Russians
think this might be addressed against them.
They don’t think it necessarily is, they think
it might be. When you have arrangements
between China and Japan, the Russians feel
they ought to improve their relations with
Japan, so that they do not get left out of
the situation.

The development of China as a more and
more important power would make it im-
possible for the U.S. and for Japan not to
take new attitudes sooner or later to China
The development of the tensions between
China and the Soviet Union which are not
of the 1970s but already of the 1960s, al-
ready create new problems, so the kind of
mobility we face now is not something
which can be put against an alternative po-
licy which would have continued the rela-
tively well-known powers of the 50s; one
would have to put them up against some-
thing new in any case, and remember that
the conflicts of the cold war period have
their disadvantages.

,
knows this best of all. bacause

without the cold war and the Russian-spon-
sored attack by north Korea in 1950, Korea
itself would not have been divided.

So that I think that there is a new
situation anyway, and the problem is not tohope that the past could have lived on for-
ever, because it would have changed in any
case. J

It is to adapt oneself as best one can to
a new situation, and here I must say that}»?“» t0 ™e tha * south Korea is adapting
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sVn2 has Shown ability to,and that the official contacts which are themost obvious signs of this adaptation are
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?V and that the attempt toattain better relations with East European
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almost a very realistic appraisal of the situa-

me vaiue ot guarantees, though some sort of
non-aggression statement might be relevant
in a political process, but it would not in it-
self be a system, it might be just an instru-
ment of a political change; it would not it-
self be I think a really credible system.

However, it seems to me that the Ko-
rean situation is inherently fairly favorable.
First of all, I think that there is a balance
between the two Koreas, as a whole. Of
course, things can always change, but all the
big powers have an interest in calm remain-
ing in Korea, because if there isn't calm in
Korea it means there are great problems
within the big powers themselves, and if the
Chinese are interested in seeing the Ameri-
cans stay there, that’s because they do want
calm in Korea.

Reunification of Korea might be another
matter; I don’t know, but Korean nationalism
if strong enough then that might have a
riding effect. Assuming that that would be
slow, I would have thought that the big
powers will tend, say as the Japanese have
done, to favor easier relations between thetwo Koreas, or easier relations between them-
selves and the two Koreas, so that in the
next phase it's a fairly calm situation; it’s
neither guarantee, nor a power vacuum, be-
cause the powers being interested in Korea
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of him. He paid a great price.
It has taken almost a quarter
of a century to reappraise his
position ...”

Then again, a fortnight
later will follow another near-
1; as momentous event. The
same number of north Ko-
reans will visit us this time.

Never before did we see
of north Kc'lean, any Com-
munist Korean, that is, ex-
cept for some armed guerril-
las who made ghostly appear-
ance all of a sudden out of
the night, and who did noth-
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Campus Activity
By Lee Jae-seon

Kangwon National University

“Campus life means know-
ledge, honesty, romance, and
circle activity. If one of these
ingredients is disregarded or
in the least neglected, you
will never be
a complete col-
lege student.”
That is a piece
of advice that

|my senior gave

, .? Then, how do you see the vrosvect
for the unification of Korea?
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From this point of view it’s like theGerman situation, though in other ways it'squite unlike the German situation, because
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me at my en-
trance cere- 4 1WfMSrnm-
mony. I, who
am a junior,
have thought
about the col-
legian and the Lee
campus life as follows.

'

Firstly about knowledge:
As the maxim goes, “know-

ledge is power.” Knowledge
often makes a man powerful,
but it does not make him
great. As money is for man,
so knowledge is. A rich man
receives the flattery of the
poorer class of society and,
by the same token, versed or
educated men win the res-
pect of students and people
he teaches, who regard him
as a man of power and influ-
ence.

The question to be consi-
dered at this point is wheth-
er these thoughts cause the
current social tendency or
are caused by the current
gloomy trend.

For example, a doctor is
more systematic than others
in his research, I think. I
know a doctor who now teach-
es at a college. He gives ex-
cellent lectures, but is not
respected by the students. It
is very ironic that his extra-
ordinary lectures and much
knowledge are admired, but
the teacher himself is forgot-
ten and does not receives the
well-earned respect and ad-
miration from the students
that he should.

In that he doesn’t show
honesty and humaneness to
the students, they bring about
such a result, I dare say.
Though I do not want such
a great teacher as Confucius
or Socrates, I will also re-
ject the schooling given by
the intellectual instruments
such as Sophists.

Character-building leads us
to the truth. Character-build-

lng is the struggle between
truth and falsehood, human-
ity and inhumanity, ego and
non-ego. By it the student
can make a perfect campus
life. To rise against the wrong
and the illegal and to think
highly of other’s rights as
well as one’s own rights is
in itself honesty. Knowledge
can be gotten. Character can
not be gotten.
Nowadays, since the state

of emergency declaration I

myself have felt that the most
important part of campus is
circle activity. A circle is a
group of students bound to-
gether by a symbol, common
purpose, or ideology. All
members of these different
groups research their fields,
informing others as to their
purposes and goals, and then
accomplishing their purposes
and goals themselves.

I’d like to call the circles
bound by symbols religious
organizations. It is sad that
they are restricted within
strict limits such as mission-
ary work.
The circles bound by pur-

poses are those for study, for
social service, and for pro-
moting friendship etc.

The circles of activity of
symbol and purpose are ad-
mittedly active in universi-
ties of today, but the circles
of activity organized by ide-
ology have vanished at col
leges since the emergency de-
claration. They were looked
at through colored spectacles
by the authorities, failing to
realize their worth. It is sor-
rowful that school authorities
don’t have such circles come
to the front where they can
do the most good.
Of course they must punish

the violent and rebellious stu-
dents, but don’t break up the
circles.

In behalf of circle activi-
ties namely, I want to speak
out, being only a book-worm.

* * *
The writer is a junior

in forestry department.

,my home town till I was in
^the seventh grade_in_a pri-
jvate school run^y^the~Ajheri-

|

can Presbyterian Mission.^;
i

A teachgT asked us nupilc
' to come again to school after
;
dark, one by one, to attend

;

a “special lesson” class in an
underground room. The
teacher had to serve five years
of imprisonment for teaching
a subject which had been ban-
ned by the Japanese authori-
ties, when the Japanese pol-
ice raided the secret class and
put him under arrest, six
months after the first class
had begun.

In that period I learned that
^Pyongyang had once been the
capital city of the strong Ko-
guryo till it was destroyed
by Silla in 668 A.D. I was
excited to learn that General
Ulchi Mundok saved the city
from a Chinese invasion in
612.

In the late 16th century
Miss Keh Wol-hyang, a ki-

* * *

Famous I

Still Vivi
By Georgre M. Carroll

It is now thirty years since
I was repatriated from Pyong-
yang after having been in-
terned there for six months
by the Japanese police. The
reason I was interned was that
I was an ene-
my alien since
Japan and the
United States
were at war.

-

I had come . <?>|||
to Korea ele-
ven years be- ?

fore as a Mary-
knoll Mission-
ary at the age
of 25. My first

nine months
were spent at Carroll
the Maryknoll Center House
studying the Korean language
located at Sopo about ten
miles north of Pyongyang. Our
Catholic mission had no for-
mal language school at that
time. I had a Korean teacher
who instructed me in the ru-
diments of both the written
and spoken language along
with some Chinese characters.
After nine months at the lan-
guage I was assigned as pastor
of the mission at Masan in
Kangso-gun, Pyongan-namdo
which is about fifty miles
from Pyongyang.

I was the only foreigner
within a radius of fifty miles.
I became involved in all the
civic activities of the small
community and became well
known to all the people of
the town, both believers and
non-believers. It was part of
my duties to make regular
visits to the 20 mission sta-
tions. When on a mission trip
I had to “go native.” I ate,
slept and lived as a Korean.
The trips kept^ me on the

road for weeks pn end, spend-
ing a night or; two at each
place. Getting

j

used to the



reea the match was over. and, aice~ - crisis, i eluded Friday.

Modernization Leader —
(Continued From Pag^e 5)

protectorate over Korea at
the end of the Russo-Japan
War in 1905.
Korea regained her inde-

pendence as a result of World
War II. This was something
that no one could have fore-
seen before Japanese bombs
began to fall on Pearl Harbor.
To me, one of the most ironi-

cal outcomes of the defeat of
Japan and the liberation of

Korea was the fact that men
like Dr. Hugh Cynn and Dr.
Yun Tchi-ho were now called
“Pro - Japs,” “Collaborators”
and “Quislings.” These two
men, probably more than any
others during the Japanese
rule, worked hard for the bet-
terment of the Korean peo-
ple, socially, economically and
educationally
They remained in Korea all

during this period and de-
voted their time, money and
unusual abilities to various
enterprises designed to im-
prove the status of the Ko-
rean people. They achieved
noteworthy results in many of
the special projects which
they sponsored. It should al-

ways be borne in mind that
these men were seeking the
favor of the Japanese govern-
ing officials not for any per-
sonal gain or advantage, but
only that they might carry
on the work for their coun-
try and their people, which
they had initiated before the
Japanese took over in Korea.
These two men and others

like them could have made a
great contribution in the early
days of the American military
government following the Jap-
anese surrender. Unfortunate-
ly public opinion was so
strongly arrayed against them
that they were not permitted
to come out and take part in
the very important political
activity that was going on at
that time.
These men could have given

invaluable assistance to the
American military government
officials, and to the Korean

leaders who returned to the
country after many years ab-
sence, and at once assumed
places of political leadership.
Korea has had no greater pat-
riots than Dr. Hugh Cynn and
Dr. Yun Tchi-ho, and no two
men in the country rejoiced
more at Korea’s liberation
than they.

During the 1947 meetings
of the U.S.-USSR Joint Com-
mission it was my office, as
a member of the Political
Advisory Committee, to meet
with delegations from vari-
ous political groups and hear
their requests, complaints, and
recommendations. The leader
cf one of the women’s groups
from Songdo, an attractive
young woman, was the grand-
daughter of Dr. Yun, and the
daughter of Chandler Yun,
who made his home in Song-
do. I told her that I knew
her grandfather, and I re-
marked on what a great man
he was and how much he had
done for Korea.

‘Collaborator*

“Yes” she said, “At one
time he was a great patriot
and did much for our coun-
try, but he went over to the
Japanese side, and we con-
sidered him a ‘pro-Jap’ and a
‘collaborator’ when he died.”
This young woman was a
member of a leftist organiza-
tion, but her statement ex-
pressed the attitude which
many held toward this great
man and patriot. It was be-
cause he had accepted a seat
in the Japanese House of
Peers of the Diet, as a repre-
sentative of the Korean peo-
ple.

Having known Dr. Yun
since 1915, and served with
him on various commissions,
I am sure he could have ac-
cepted this honorable appoint-
ment from the Japanese gov-
ernment solely because he
thought it would put him in

a position where he would be
able to intercede for his peo-
ple in any case where he

thought that an injustice was
being done to them.
When we take into consi-

deration the total world situa-
tion at that time, and realize
what an advantage it might
be for Korea to have a re-
presentative on the Diet of
Japan, I think any fair-mind-
ed person wo .Id agree that
Dr. Yun was moved by patrio-
tic motives when he agreed
to take a place on the Diet.
There was a similar case

when the Japanese took over
the Thilippines in the begin-
ning of World War II. A
high-ranking Filipino accept-
ed a position under the Japa-
nese, and at the same time he
was secretly aiding the Fili-
pino guerrillas, who were
fighting the Japanese. After
the war this man, Dr. Jose P.
Laurel, was elected speaker
of the House of Representa-
tives of the Philippine Con-
gress, in spite of opposition
on the ground that he had
been a collaborator with the
Japanese.
Had Dr. Yun Tchi-ho been

a younger man, and lived af-
ter the Korean government
was established, I feel sure
that he would have served his
country in a high position of
honor and responsibility. With
his many years of experience,
his unusual ability and pat-
riotic devotion, he could have
made a great contribution to
the new Korean nation.

Dr. Yun Tchi-ho was cer-
tainly one of Korea’s most
gifted and most devoted sons.
Although he came from one
of the old noble families, he
had nothing of the selfish clan
spirit. He thought of the peo-
ple as his brothers and sist-

ers and his efforts were al-

ways directed toward raising
the intellectual, cultural and
social level of the people
through educational and spi-

ritual influence and power.
He is gone but the ideals and
values that he believed in are
still with us, enhanced by his

many years of conscientious
and devoted service.
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My Encounter with Yun Tong-ju

\

I
n the spring of 1984 as I

headed home from a meeting

with the So Chae-p’il (Philip

Jaisohn. Korean patriot and

reformer) Memorial Foundation

Board of Directors, I stopped for a

moment at the home of Shin T*ae-

min, a journalist and former vice-

president of the Kyonghyang daily

newspaper. In his library. I came

across a copy of * Sky, Wind Stars and

PoemsTHanul kwa Param kwa Py61

kwa Shi, published by Jlmgeumsa,

January 30, 1948) by the patriot

poet Yun Tong-ju. and was touched

by the great beauty beneath the

book’s tattered cover.

With the exception of three years

during the Korean War, I had been

living in the United States since

1947, and my memory of this vision-

ary of the Japanese colonial period

was faint. Reading the prelude

to one of his great poems. “Let me

have no shame under the heaven..."

1 was reawakened to a sense of

the poet’s brilliance. Although

Yun Tong-ju’s body had been re-

duced to ashes, through his poet-

ry, I felt his spirit living on in my

heart. And with this. I swore that

1 would stnve to live more simply,

a little more beautifully, to live coura-

geously with a sense of justice in the

face of inhumanity and irrationality.

His words inspired me to delve into

the life of the man behind them. Who
was this poet and scholar, the object

of so much respect, whose life had

been cut short in a Japanese prison

at age 29?

In August of that year, 1 had an

opportunity to visit the Yonbyon

region in southeast Manchuria as

the leader of a 13-member team of

Korean-Americans visiting China

for the first time. I asked local digni-

taries and officials at the Overseas

Affairs Section of the Korean Auton-

omous Provincial Government for

assistance in locating Yun’s grave.but

no one there knew of him nor did

they seem the least bit interested.

I was disappointed, but 1 raved on of

Yun's importance as both a patriot
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PRELUDE
Let me have no shame

Unde/ ihe heavsn

Tin I die

Even winds among the to&age

Pained my hean.

With a he an mat sings o< the sia/s.

Hilo* ad dying things.

And I must tare the path

That's been addled to me.

Tonight also

The winds sweep eve/ the stars.

sr* •]£ a«t.

Tombstone & Yun Tong-ju. Ydnbydn. China

and poet, and asked that they make

arrangements for our group to see

Yun’s grave the following yean

When our group traveled again to

YSnbyon in July 1985,1 asked once

more about Yun’s grave. Tb ray sur-

prise, we were told that the where-

abouts of Yun’s tomb had been dis-

covered. Mr Ch’oe Ktin-kap, director

of the Yongjdng City Overseas Cul-

tural and Economic Exchange As-

sociation, the principal of Yoogjdng

Middle School, Mr. Yu Ki-ch’&o, and

Professor KiraTbng-shikof the Ybn-

by&n Agricultural Institute had

located the gravesite. Unfortunately,

a sudden rainstorm lasting through

the night prevented our bus from

climbing to the old East Hill Church

Cemetery. With a dozen of us push-

ing with all our might, we managed

to free our bus from its muddy snare,

but it was impossible to navigate

the crude road by foot or car. so we

were forced to abandon our quest to

pay tribute to Yun Tbng-ju, even as

his tomb lay just over the horizon.

Needless to say, our team, including

my brother Peter Hyun, was greatly

disheartened.

The Discovery of Yun’s Grave by the

Japanese Professor Ohmura Massuo

Later I learned from Professor Kim

Tong-shik that Professor Ohmura

Massuo of Japan’s Waseda Univer-

sity had found, with the help of

several local residents, not only Yun's

tomb but other remnants of his life,

and had met with several of Yun’s

relatives who remained in the Yon-

byon area. That the man who discov-

ered the great Korean patriot poet’s

tomb, for which I had so assiduously

searched, should be Japanese, 1

found ironic I soon learned however,

that this imposing Japanese scholar,

a specialist in Chinese and Korean

literature who had been in residence

atYonbyon University as an exchange

professor since May of 1985, had

embarked on this undertaking at the

request' of Yun Ibng-ju’s younger

brother, Professor Yun Il-ju (Profes

sor of Architecture at Seoul's Sung-

kyunkwan University and poet in his

own right who died on November 2%

Morning Calm '9
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The monument on Yonsei UnlvefiJtyt ccmpw erected try the Alumni Association honoring Yunfoog^u.

19^$T I couldn’t help but express my
deep appreciation for his efforts.

In 1984, when he was visiting

Tbkyo as an exchange professor, Yun

Tong-ju’s brother, Yun Ll-ju contacted

Professor Ohmura Massuo who was

on his way to Manchuria as a guest

professor at Yonbyon University, and

gave him detailed information on his

older brother’s grave and the towns of

Yongjong and Myong-dong. Profes-

sor Uhmura had a difficult ume find-

ing the grave site, however, given

the forty odd years that had passed

since Tong-ju’s death. With the help

of professors Kwon Ch’ol and Yi

Hae-san of Yonbyon University, and

Mr. Han Saeng-choi, a teacher at

Yong-jong Middle School, Professor

Ohmura found the grave site on May
14, 1985, and was able to verify its

authenticity by the memorial tomb-

stone erected by Yun’s surviving

relatives. *

The front of this tombstone bears

the name of Yun Tong-ju, the poet.

On the back is an inscription in

Chinese characters summarizing

Yun’s short life. The following is

a translation of one section of the

inscription:

“(At the time of his death,) he had

shown promise of becoming a great

person of his age, and his poetry

was beginning to move society. The

spring wind has no heart - it does

not allow the blossoms to bear fruit

Alas! How we grieve for you!" The

inscription and calligraphy for the

tombstone were attributed to Kim

Sok kwan, the vice principal at the

My6ng-dong School where Tong-ju

had studied. In one comer of the

tombstone, an inscription reads:

‘Respectfully erected by your two

younger brothers, Il-ju and Kwang-ju

June 14, 1945.”

Yun Tbng-ju’s tomb in Yonbyon in

the northern Kando region of south-

east Manchuria was buried under a

mass of brush on a desolate hill for

over forty years. His beautiful poems,

his Christian charity, his strong sense

of justice and patriotic spirit were

all lost in this lonely backwater, far

from his homeland. This man who

lived a life without shame lay lone-

some on a deserted hill in Manchuria,

A lorge rock near ihe village o< Myong-dong.

waiting for his brethren, but com-

pletely unknown to them. By expos-

ing the Koreans of Yonbyon to Yun’s

patriotism and nationalism, we have

given them a sense of dignity and

pride, and this simple, humble poet

has become a model of excellence for

their children. The resurrection of

Yun Tong-ju has been a source of

great happiness for all involved.

Yun Praised by Korean Residents and

the Chinese Literary Community

Thanks to these efforts, Yun Tong-

ju’s work has been praised highly in

the official bulletin of the Chinese

Writers' Federation. At Yongjong

Middle School, his alma mater, a hall

commemorating the history of the

independence movement has been

built, and writings praising Yun’s

work and a picture painted of him

looking out through the iron bars of

his prison cell during his confine-

ment (painted by Han Kuk-nam, art

teacher at Yongjong Middle School,

1985) are on display there. In addi-

tion. The Yun Tong-ju Literature

Mom/nfl C*Jm 21



and Thought Study Group" was
founded, and publishes a monthly
research bulletin on Yun’s poetry
and thought.

Last October, Yun Tbng-ju’s tomb
was restored with the cooperation of
three organizations, the U.S.-China
Korean Friendship Association

, the
Yongjong Middle School Alumni
Association and a local trading
organization. The stone gravemarker
was replaced by a marble monument
Perhaps more meaningful however,
has been the Yun Tong-ju scholar-
ship Fund, established to help the
youth of Yonbyon better understand
the spirit of Yun.

My “Unscientific Research”

In January 1988. I followed Yun
Tong-jus footsteps to Yonbyon. in

the company of Ch'oe Il-tan.a painter
active in the United States. On that
trip we shot a film of China used in

the 1988 KBS special commemorat-
ing the March 1 Movement, The
Life and Death of a Single Star,
Yun Tong-ju, a Nationalist Poet’
(Produced by Kim Song-muk). Hop-
ing to gain a sense of the environ-
ment giving birth to this remarkable
individual, we scoured the area for
remnants of Yun’s life, meeting with
his relatives in Yonbyon. To gather
a greater vision of the poet patriot. I

also talked with his relatives in Seoul,
and visited the monuments honoring
him at Yonsei University, his alma
mater, and at Independence Hall in

Ch'ungch’ongnam-do Province.

Yun was bom December 30, 1917,
the eldest son of Yun Yong-sok and
Kim Ryong, in the village of Myong-
dong. some 30 li (miles) to the south
of Yongjong. Yun Yong-sok, Yun
Tong-jus father, was an intellectual

who had studied in Japan after grad-
uating from the Myong-dong School.-

The lives of Yun Tong-ju and his two
brothers Yun Il-ju and Yun Kwangrju
were shaped by the rich background
of intellectualism and Christian
thought provided by their family in

a setting of natural beauty.

Today all that is left of his child-
hood home is a pile of rocks and roof
tiles, but the peaceful mountains and

streams where Yun played as a boy
remain as they always have, a serene

reminder of how the young poet
spent his early years. One can almost
see youthful Tbng-ju playing with his

cousin and close friend, Song Mong-
gyu, jumping from the rocks on the

river bank that lay near their homes,
frolicking in a nearby stream during
the summer months. This idyllic

scene is overshadowed by the cruel

deaths of these two young men, for

it would be little more than a decade
before they were incarcerated for

their resistance to Japanese rule,

victims of the darkness of Japan's

colonial policy. Myong-dong Church
is still standing today. The bell that

once rang every Sunday is now gone,
but the elm tree from which it hung
lives on, helping us visualize the

days when the peal of that bell united

residents from far and wide to wor-

ship at the unassuming churcn.

The Church as the Basis of the

Independence Movement

During the 1920’s and 1930’s the

area around Yongjong and Myong-
dong was a center of missionary

activity, particularly that of the

Canadian Presbyterians, as well as

a stronghold of the anti-Japanese

resistance movement A large num-
ber of independence workers battled

Japanese rule in this region, using

both arms and moral education.

The work of the independence

movement was reflected in the song
Songuja, or “The Leaderf a ballad of

which Yun Tong-ju was undoubtedly

fond. Each year when our group

visits China we sing this song at Yun
Tbng-ju’s grave, and offer a silent

prayer for his eternal happiness.

Later, gathered along the banks

of the branch of the Haeran River

which flows past the town of Yong-

jong, we gaze up at Yongmun Bridge,

so rich in history, and toward Ilsong-

jong, which stands at the summit
of beautiful Pi-am Mountain, and

remember the patriots and freedom

fighters who once stopped at that

very spot to rest and sip the fresh

water which flows there.

The Reverend Kim Yak-yon, Yun

Tbng-ju's maternal unde, was one of

the forerunners of the indepeaaence

movement, and was active in the

Yongjong area. Kim founded the

Myong-dong School, and in his years

as its headmaster, inspired both

a sense of Christian spirit and patri-

otism in his students. Certainly Yun
Tbng-ju’s own character and per-

sonality were enriched by this

environment

Yun Tbng-ju’s humanity was the

fruit of a union of pure bebef, the

hopes and loves of a Christian spirit

raised amidst the natural environ-

ment of a rural village in the beauti-

ful northern Kando region, and the

deep sense of love for his cation,

which all anti-Japanese resstance

fighters and members of the inde

pendence movement shared.

By 1935, Tong-ju had already writ

ten a number of children's verses

and was teaching Sunday School a

Yongjong Church. That year Yur

transferred to the third year course

of Sung-shil Middle School when hi:

school in Pyongyang was closet

because of the students’ refusal ti

worship the Japanese Shinto shrine

Developing a Sense of National Pride

Through the Study of literature

After graduating from Kwang

myong Middle School in 1938, Yu.

Tbng-ju and his cousin Song Mong
gyu traveled to Seoul to study liten

ture at Yonhi College, the angeeder

to today’s Yonsei University. /

Yonhi College, Tong-ju was greatl

influenced by Ch’oe Hyoo-bae,

scholar of the Korean language, an

thus became even more dedicated t

nationalist thought At that tim-

Ch’oe was reduced to working in th

school library after having lost h

teaching post because of his involv

ment in the independence mov

ment, and his promotion of se

supporting Korean businesses,

nationalistic concept in an age

Japanese occupation.

Following his graduation fro

Ybnhi College on December 27, 194

Yun went to Japan in April 1942

study English at Kyoto's Doshis

University. He returned to Yongjo:
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Yun long-ju.

during his summer vacation that

year, and announced to his siblings

taat they collect^
^/xvbrean Dooks since publications in

^the Korean language would soon be

abolished by Japanese colonial policy.

This was an astute prediction of

future developments.

Returning to Japan in October of

that year, Yun was joined by his

cousin Song Mong-gyu who was

studying at Kyoto Imperial University.

On July 14, 1943, both Yun Tbng-

ju and Song Mong-gyu were arrested

foe violating Japanese security laws,

and were held at Simokamo Police

Station in Kyoto for questioning. On
March 31> 1944, they were sentenced

to two years imprisonment by the

Kyoto Regional Court and confined

in Fukuoka Prison. On February 16,

1945, Yun Tong-ju died in prison

at the age of 29.

Rumors of Death Caused by Japanese

Scientific Experiments

According to prison records, Yun

Tbng-ju died of a cerebral hemor-

rhage, but suspicions that he died

as the result of vivisection performed

by Japanese scientists have not been

laid to rest. Song Mong-gyu also died

in prison on March 10 that year. Yun

Tong-ju was cremated in Fukuoka,

and his remains were taken to Yong-

jong where they were buried in the

East Hill Church Cemetery.

If these two young men had only

been able to endure these hard-

ships a little longer, they might have

emerged from prison alive following

liberation from Japanese rule on

August 15, 1945. Their deaths were

a tragedy for os alL

The Younger Y« Brothers Were Abo

Accompisbed Poets

The fact that Yun Tbng-ju's two

younger brothers, Il-ju and Kwang-ju,

were also gibed poets is a matter of

great pride. Yun Il-ju who had been

active as a professor of architecture

at SeouTs Scngkyunkwan Univer-

sity, died of sclerosis of the liver

on November 2? 19SfTWhen be was

young, Il-ju also wrote a great deal

of poetry, bu: he never had his work

published for fear that it would tar-

nish the name of his brother Yun

Tbng-ju. What a noble thought! After

his death, Yun Il-ju’s son, Yun In-sok,

arranged for die publication of a col-

lection of his father's work in the

form of "The Dandelion Flute" (Jon-

geumsa. May 30, 1987), and the col-

lection has been highly praised.

Yun Il-ju’s children’s verses are

notable for the child-like simplicity

and spontaneity of their expression,

proving tha: these poems are truly

the mirror of the soul of their author,

a genuine reflection of his spirit’s

purity.

Yun Tong-ju’s second younger

brother. Kwang-ju, remained in

China but died at an early age in

1962. Three of his poems, “Ihshi

Mannaja Kohyanga,"(Farewell, My
Hometown*, “Kowon ui Sae Pom"

(The New Spring on a Plateau) and

“Ach’im Hapchangdan’ (The Morn-

ing Chorus) appear in an anthology

of poetry commemorating the

thirtieth anniversary of the Peoples'

Republic of China.

These three sons of modem Korea

lived out their quiet lives in this

complicated and often unjust world,

simply and' modestly, struggling to

find the road of truth and justice in

the spirit of genuine patriots, and

now they are gone. But their spirit

and vision has not died. They live

through their poems which bring joy

to my bean , to the hearts of so many

of our fellow citizens .
Their spirit

lives in our hearts forever. O

Morning CsUm
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POLITICS
6Lp. /r,

'

By J. Y. Choi

“He knows politics and my
responsibility is

1

to obey him,
doing my wifely duties just
as before,” said Mrs. Posun
Yun, the new First Lady of
Korea.

“Of course, I read various
newspapers' and have great in-

terest in politics, but I do
not go further than wifely
concern. Whether the husband
is a low level officer, or an
Assemblyman, or a Minister,
the wife has her own area of

-•‘Mmxr” n/rrS.

of
Mrs. Yun

dent of Korea, -Presidentelect
Yun solemnly ;went intoi his
mother’s, room and gave a
deep Korean-style bow. The
next day, after he took the
oath of the President, Presi-
dent ;Yun, along with his
wife, made it the first family,
ceremony , to present a large
bouquet ,to. the elder Mrs.
Yun.

Still sustaining the soft ac-

cents; of the dialect of Kyong-
sang-namdo, her home prov-
ince, she said with charm and
grace: “This time our country
was revived by the blood of
young students, and so much
heavier .>.isv the responsibility
of the new President to make
it. happier. I will try my best
to support him .an<f help; him
in every way ’ as a wife.”

With regard 1 to President
Yun’s great success in obtain-
ing the most ballots in the
first vote at the Assembly’ she
hesitatingly said: “The motto
in his political career is obe-
dience to law.” He is always
against unlawfulness, and that
is his greatest merit.”

“During the past 12 years,
quite often my heart broke to

see him struggling to calm his
wrath at various;: illegal oc-

currences, some of which
iwere beyond common sense.
He eased his inner tension by,
caring for the flowers in the
garden,” recalled Mrs. Yun.

President Yun’s private
residence in Ankuk-dong con-
X _ : _ :

' J l, ;

r

a “flower-lover,” modeling
after her husband.

“Householding,, taking care
of my elderly mother

:
in-law

and little boys, and other
family chores take most of my
time. I usually . spend my
leisure time in gardening and
sewing,” said the First Lady.

She
.
does not oppose, she

said, women’s active partici-

pation in politics, but within
the limit that their interest
does not go too far and make
them ignore family and home.
“Kyung Mu Dai will be

open, \ hope and I believe,,
to all the people so that the
President will always know
what his- people want him to,
do and be able to show, them
what he ^

The regime of Dr. Syngman
Rhee came to an end when
hundreds of thousands of stu-

dents, in Seoul rose in an un-
armed revolt last. April. Con-
sequently, the fourth National
Assembly was. resolved.

The fifth National Assembly,
which was elected late last

month, has elected Posun
1 i or* 4 K o -TN D r nr I rl A r\ twhat he does,” said Mrs. , Yun as the first President .of

Yun.
•

the Second Republic.



Personal History
of

POSUN TUN
{ President of Sinhan Dan "-Mew Korea Party)

1. Birth of Date
2. Birth of Place
3. Religion
lx. Education
5. Proffession

192li-lSi55 ;

19)i*-19lx8 •

)91i8-19)i9 :

191x9-1950 :

1950-1952 :

19>!5-19*3 t

19*0-19*2 :

19*3-19*5 :

19^^ •

Aufrust 2*, 1897 (*9)
Korea
Prote stant ( Pre sbyterian )

1930: Graduated fron Edinburgh (M.A.)

A member of National Assembly under the Provisional
Government, Republic of Korea in China.
President of the Min.iun" Daily News Paper
Mayor of City of Seoul.
Minister of Commerce ”• Industry, Republic of Korea
President of the National Red Cross
Republic of Korea.
Elected as the member of National Assembly
from district of Chonr No, Seoixl.
(Four terms)
The President of Republic of Korea.
(Resigned due to the conflic against the
Military Government)
President of Minjuny Dan".
^Opposition party;
President of Sinhan Dan*.
( Reorganized opposition party )


