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DEISM

SIR,

~ sP" P18 now three Yeais fince you and T had a fe.

- | - rious Difcourfe concerning the rife and pro-
s %refé of Deifm: which is an Opinion of late
Years crept into Emgland, tho not fo widely -
fpread here as in other parts of?m:pe. I well remember
we were both agreed, that there was no fhadow of Reas
fon why any ene fhould fufpect the Goffels of Forgery,
fince the matter contain’d in them hath not the lea%t é’.‘
vour of any worldly Intereft, or indiret Defign, but all
the Lines of them do anly center in.the higheft Improve«

- * ment Humane Nature is capable of So that in conformity.
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every Man® may take great comfort in himfelf, and a
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Mankind live well with one another. Befides, the Preach-
ers of this excellent Do€trine had-at firft all the Difcou-
~ragements which an irreligious and idolatrous Age could -
give them, (as is confefled by their Enemies) infomuch
- that nothing but their own perfonal full Convilion of the
‘[ruths they profefled could engage them to Preach ’em;
and the intrinfick’Goodnefs of the Law of Chrii?, was Nuf
ficient to gain mens hearsts,  after Miracles had born down
tireir Prejudices, andf%ain’d‘thcir férious. Attention: " I
tine, you and I could fee no reafon to doubt of the Truth
of any matter of Falt contain’d in the Gafpels, which re-

. late the miraculous Birth, Life, Death, Refurre&ion and
Afcenfion of Jefus Chris ; but what would oblige us to
deny the truth -of all Hiftory whatfoever. ‘And from
thefe Confiderations laid together, we concluded that the
Doctrine of our Lord Jefus Christ was undoubtedly fent
tous by God. . - o e Cen

‘This ftill made it appear more ftrange to us hoth, how
DEISM (which is a denial of all reweal’d Religion)
{hould -creep in upon us where the Scripfures are made fo
publick, and where fo many Learned Treaties are writ-
ten, which {o ftrongly affert their Authority to be Divine..
I confefs, I was as defirous to know -upon what Grounds,

. Men rejeted the Gofpel, as you your felf were, and there-
fore I willingly undertook the Task you laid onme, viz.

- To colletand put together thofe Motives whereby fome:
had been induced to lay afide all Revelstion. For-which
Performance I was the fitter, becauft it doth not require.
any Learning and ftrength of Wit, but only Obférvation,,

~ and Inquiry, which I might eafily make, becaufe of the.
pumerous Acquaintance I have contraffed in Town,
where ( you know ). I fpend'the Winter, and in the Coun-
try, where I beftow my Summer Vifits. But all I fhall .
doin this matter, is barely to give you a Relation of thofe,

’ ’ ' Preju_-
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- Prejudices, and- '( as I think) falfe Reafonings, which
have drawn’ fome of my Acquaintance from Revelstion
to DEISM, |

1. Now, furft T have oblvrved, that DHme who pre-
tend themfelves Deits, are Meaa of loofe and fenfual
Lives;andI make nowonder that they diflike the Chriffiin
Dodrine of Sel-denialyand the {evere threatninzs againft
wilful Sinpers.. You may be fure they will not alledge

. this Reafon : But having read Spinoﬂ and Fobbes, and
- been taught to laugh at the ftory of Baslgm’s Af5, and
Sampfon’s Locks 3 they proceed to ridicule the reality of

_ all Miracleand Revelatios. 1 have converfed with feve-
ral of this Temper, bu: could never get any of 'em [eri-
ous enough to debate the reality of Rervelation: But a
witty Jelt and t’other Glafs purs an end to all further
Conlfideration. Thefe are meer Scepzics, and praélical
Atheists, rather than real Deiits, ‘

2. But there are others, who, although they have not

~a dueregard to Revelatioz, arz Men of Sobriety and Pro-
bity, who with great frecdom have let me into their
Thoughts, whereby I can very clearly and fully (as I

- think at leaft) difcern the rife and progrefs of this theic
Opinion, which'is this ; ™~ ' ;

1. Inthe time of King Charles the Firft, (which con-
fineth my longeft acquaintance with Men) ’twas ufual
for Gentlemen to fend cheir Sons abroad into Iraly, Spain,,
France, Germany, &c. to accomplifh themfelves by Tra-
vel. But left they fhould be prevail’d upon to change
their Religion, care was taken that their Tutor or Go-
vernour, who travelled with. ’em, fhould fhew them:
the Idolatry and Superftition of the Roman Religion ;
-and alfo let’em in to {ee that Popery in all its Branches
was only a device of the Prieffhood, to carry on a par-
ticular Intereft of their own ; to encreafe their Wealth,,
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- "Honours, and Power over the Layspeople; to exalt

>~ the Head of their Order above all the Crowned Heads
in the World, and equal one whole Order of their Cler-
gy, viz. the Cardinals, to the Princes of Chriftendom. .
Nay, fince all People were obliged to make their Con- -
feflions to, and receive their Abfolution from the Pries#, -
the meaneft of which Order could create a God for the
People’s Worthip; ’tis plain, that their Religion was
calculated for the Profit, Power and Honour of the
whole Order of the Prieffhood in this World, whiat-
foever advantages they might find by it in the other.
Now the Young Gentleman ‘being threughly convin-
ced of this Holy Cheat, returneth to Old England
where he meets with very zealous Contefts about Re-
ligion (as was pretended ) between the Church of Eng-
land, headed by Acch-Bithop Lasd on the one part,
and the Presbyterian Kirk on the other; and having
carefully read the Debate (as it appeared in the Prints)
on both fides, with thofe very Eyes which he had fo
Jately cleared up in Itsly or Framce, he could not for-
bear to {ce that both thefe Proreffant Parties, under the -
pretence of Religion, were only grafping at Power, and
that the Controverfy at. bottom, was not who’s Reh-

. gion was beft, but only what Se&t of the Clergy fhould
miake the beft Market of the meer Lay-men. And as
this Young Gentleman had before refolved with him-
felf not to become a Property to the Popifb Priefthood,
190 longet now will he be {uch to the - Prorefant Clergy
of any Denomination, fince both purfue the fame Ends,
He perceiveth that our Proteffant High-Priests do all
of them rival the Sovereign Power ; the Bifbap's Houfe

- like thar of the King, muft be called his Palace,
he mult ftill keep up his claim to the” Miter and Cro-
fier, to vie with the Crowin and Steprer; and as the

S : Stile

.
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Stile of the King’s Courts is Azno Regni 'n%!ri, ie.Tn

~ the Year of our Reign: So that of the Bifhop’s Court
is Anno Confecrationis noftre, i. e. In the Year of our
Confecration ; the Year of the King’s Reign being un-
known in the. Bifhop’s Court : The King {peaking to the
People doth ufually call ’em his Loving Subjc(:%s; the
Bi/bg doth not make himfelf fo familiar, but ftileth
the People of his Diecefe barely his Subjeéls, Furifdi-
ctioni B%M fubditos : The Kiag is Inthroned, and the
Arch-Bifhop Inthronszed; both derive their Power from
a Divine Righs; but the Bifhop is the higher Power,.
becaufe by the Principles of E(fiﬁ:opacy he can Excom-
municate the Kiog, 7. e. forbid him the very Conver-
fation of his Subjeé:s, and. thereby render them unca-
‘pable to make good their Oath. of Allegiance, in yield-
ing their Aid and Afliftanece. . '

Nor do’s he find that the Presbytery claims any infe-
rior Powers ; each Party alledge Scriptares and Fathers
on thexr fide; and for ought I can fee, (fays this Gen- .
tleman ) they are all in the right. Throughan excefs of
Prejudice thus occafion’d, he makes a further ftep to-

~wards Deifm, and Reafons after this manner : *Tis not
impoflible (continues he ) that the ancient Clergy might.
be poflefs’d with the fame Spirit of Pride, which has pre-

. vail'd over the modern. If thofc Writings, which they.
call Holy Scriptures are of their fide, as they all fay
they are, I make no doubt but they were of their

: ~ own inventing ; and if Fefus Christ their Patron, laid
the Foundation of thofe Powers, which both Popifb.
and Prorefient Clergy, claim to themfelves from under §
him, I think the old Romass did him right in.punifh~
ing him with the death of a.Slave. Atter this man--
ner T have heard it faid of late, by another of the.
fame. Conftitution, thas as the Church of Reme. was a
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modelled Fa@ion againft all other Chriftians, fo was
the Church of England, by Law Eftablifhed, againft
all other Proteftants, who were by Law excluded from.

- every Office of Profit and Truft ;' who were made fubje&t
to the Piques and Malice of every. Church-man, andibe-
came a conftant Revenue to 'Ap{paritorsAand Spiritual
Catch-poles. And though at prefent there be a Tolers-
ration by Law granted, yet “us ftill oppofed by the Spi--
rit of the Church, as appears by Sermons Preached at
Vifitations, and the conftant ~ordinary Difcourfes of
the Clergy, in which the Church of England is always
reprefented, as at this time, in greater danger than ever
it was; though I fhould think the danger had been as

_ great in King Fames’s Time : And notwithftanding the - ~
Toleration (faid he) no Man can enjoy a place of
Profit or Truft, though he be ever fo dutiful a Sub-.
ject, and ever fo able or honeft a Man, unlefs he hath
a_Confcience by Law Eftablifhed : By which Church- -
device Men are deprived of the Privileges of their Couns
-try to which they are born, and for the difcharge where-
of they never did in any refpet incapacitate themfelves;
and hereby it comes to pafs, that the Nation cannot
act. vigoroully in its own defence, being debarr’d the
Ufe of one Moiety of it felf; and notwithftanding this,
they have the Confidence to tell us Lay-men, that we
ought tolove our Neighbours as our felves. Now if this
be the way of the Chriffians, (concluded he) let my
Soul be with the Philofophers. '

2. And this brings to my Thoughts what another
Deist faid jeltingly to me, viz. That firice I was a Chri-"
ftian, ’twas lucky for me that I was of the Bifhop’s
Church ; for though you were cver fo Loyal (faid he)
to the Kinﬁ, yet it you did not pay as dutiful an Alle-
giance to the Bithops, you could not hLold the Place you

now
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now enjoy ; for -as certain as. the C;Zﬁ is above the

Crown, {o{ure a thing is it, that the Bifbop will be above

.the K#ng; which he undertook would appear to me if

I looked back to King Charles’s Reftoration, or King

William’s Revolution. . The Presbyterians; though they

quarrelled with Charles the Firft, yet became the loving
Subjetts of Charles the Second ; joimed with the: Epif¢o-

_ palians in affifting him to the Throne, and made no

fcruple of Swearing their Allegiance to him, ‘and own-
ing his. Supremacy. But after all this, the King was
not able vafupport thefe ;his Loving Subjells againfk

- the Power of the Bifhops, who in two Years time .
‘outed ’em of their Livelihoods, and after that, drove

’em five Miles diftance from all Market-Towns; and
at laft the A&ls made againft Papifts were ‘extended

. to them. But fince King. Willsam’s “Revolution the;
. Cafe isalter’d; for the Facobire Clergy, though turnd

out of their Livings by-Law, for refufing Allegiance

to the King, yet from the Allegiance they bare to the Bi-

."fhops,” they "fipd fuch Favour from. their Lordfhips,

“that if the Livings they Iofe are in, the fBiﬂ?l%PS- gift;
ed

he fhall prefent any Friend which the difpoffefled Fa~ -
cobite {hall recammend ; now what.can be more by them
Qefired, thag to enjoy the Profits of their Livings,and.

~ put in what Curate they<pleafe? And after all, that
put 1 \ PIZ ’

they' may-~ enjoy the full Profits. of their Livings,; and;
pay their Curates another way, thefe Facobites may.

* - hold their Conventicles where they pleafe, nay, Preach

puhlickly and  feditiqufly. in an open’ Church near,
Cheap-fide, London, -without the leaft offence.to_the Spi-
rityal Power. - And -is it pot plain (faid. this. Gentle-
man) from all this, that on this fide the Water as

~ well ‘as on the othér, the Clergies Zeal for their Com- -,

e G i B .. . munion,




( 10} |
munion, ‘Churclh and Religien, # osly ‘meant to fup-
port their own Party, Dominion and Empire? - = =
3. Now the oldeft Dei#s of my Aequaintance hav-.
ing conceiv’d o great- a -Prejudice - againft the Chri=<
fiian Faith, from the Behaviour -of the -Clergy, and
having levened their Difciples therewich, it has fal’n
out unhappily, that the late-Revolution has an-
gg‘hcn way alfo confirmed them in' this their Preju--
ice. . S |
For the late happy Revelatien, (which came on:
too foon, and was cut off -too fhort ) though it was.
- not {0 ghly beneficial to- us, as was. by fame expe-.
éted, was yet of very %reat Importance. But as there.
is nothing in this World ever fo good, but what hath
fome. appending d‘i{hdvanta‘?e.;. o by meer Accident:
this Revelution, which has faved not:only the.Church
‘of England, but.(as I hope) the whole Proteftant Inte-
reft throughout the World, h2s wonderfully encreafed.
Mens Prejudices againft the Clergy, and o by falle.
Confequence ( fuch as Men ﬁlmugfx Refentment will.
make ) againft the Truth of Religion it feIf. ~ The:
ald Deis#s tell thofe of their Pupils, who. never tra-.
veled abread, that there is now no need of going
- over the Water to difcover that the name Charch fig-.
nifieth only 8 Self-snrerefted Party;-and that the Clergy-
have no Godlinefs but Gain.. Haveyou net (fay thetg)a
"~ for many Years together heard them Preach up the.
" Divine Right, and indefeizable Anthority of Kings,.
“together with Paffive Obedience, -as the chief ,diﬁigguiﬁx
ing Do&rines whereby their Church approved it felf
Apoflolick. beyond -all other Churches? Nay, were not:
the’ Doltrines of Loyalty to. the Kipg; infifted upon.
“more, than Faith i» Chrift? and yet when. their par..
ticuler Iatereft. required. it.,, their Doftrine of Nos-.

Refiftance.
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Refiftannce was qualif'd by MNowAffance; the wholé
Str@fm of I_Joyglty-_Was:‘zZ‘n’-d from the King to the
Church, the indefeizable Right was fuperfeded by a
miraculous Conqueft without Bibod, the” Ouath of Al-
legiance to the Diwimely Rightfal Kjng James has its
force allay’d by another Oath of the fame Importance
made to the dz fadfo King Williem and Queen: Mary,
and all this is San&ify’d’ by the name of the Church,
4 e. their own Party and’ Intereft, for the fake where-

-of it is done. This is indeed ‘keeping to-the Texte-x

Rem rem quocanque mods rem. -

And the wretched Defence they make for this their
Apoftacy (fay the Deif¥s) malteth the marter worfe.
For notwi anding King Fames is, asthey will have
it,.Conquer'd; and his %“hrone, which- was declared’
vacant, is legally filled by one who by A& of Par-
liament is declared our Rightful King;  yet after all
this Dr, S——— will referve a Right to’ King Fames,

though through Succefs ‘and ‘Settlement he will allow

a Right alfo to King William: And this Noti-'

~on the Clergy generally adhere to, becatife therehy”

they kill two or three Birds with one ftoue. - 1. They-
preferve to themfelves their ancient Right of giving
Fitles to- Sovereignty. For though both King and
ParHament have difclaimed  and -damned the Conqueft,

“yet the Clergy fill infift upon it. 'e/y. They make

dair Weather with King Fames, by keeping his Title
alive, and by fill afferting his Right,open him a Door to
recover his Poffeflion again. For what honeft Chri-
ftian' can oppofe a Righttul King in regaining the Pof
feffion of his ‘Throne, which. is kept from him by a
Succefsful Ufurper? ‘and 3ly. They think they have

obliged King William fufficiently by the formality of

B2 ' an
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an Oath,-and owning him in his Poflefion. -Put all
this together and “twill prove,, that Coe

When _411 the Argument s 'oy.t,
. Tis Intereit fill refolues the dowbf.

I TR ’ PR R L LT L5y
~ Fhus (cry they). you plainly fee, that your Church:
is-nothing but a Party, to which whofoever joineth:
himfelf {hall find his Account thiereby, notwithftand.-.
ing any Error, .Herefy, Immorality or Difloyalty to.
‘the prefent Government whatfoever; whilft any- othen
who is conformable to the Rabricks and Canons, whofe.
Learning and Morals are an Honour to his Gown, and.
who is truly  dutiful to his Majefty, fhall be excluded.
-from all.thofe benefits. his ‘Profeflion would entitlg himi
to.. Thus the bold Afferters of: King Fames's Right,
enjoy fome. of the beft Preferments, and particularly.
Pr..S fits D -of St. P whilft honeft-
Mr. Jobnfor is ftarving upon Charity.. . . - . | |
. The Church of England is .a meer Party, (fay they
again) and has.a Watch-word whegeby, they "know:,
ane another, which they can vary upon occafion.. -
Non-Refistance was the Word in King Charles’s days. .
For though-at that time.you did conform. to every.
tittle and ceremony, injoin’d Dby Rubrick and Canon,,
yet if you failed 1n the Point of Nor-Refiffance, yon.
were a Phanatick and Republican, a Rebel, and what
not? Now. if this Doftrine be contain’d in. the Book.
of Homilies, as the Facobires fay, ’tis a Sacred Record.
of the Unjuftice of fome of thofe who concurred in-
the late Revolution, The Shiboleth. of the Church.
now is.King William's de faéto Title ; And no Confor- .
mity to Homilies and Rubricks will make you owned .
by the prefent Church, if you fhould acknowledge ithfe.

. ' ' - King




(13)
King to be otherwife faid than a meer de faFo. Now
¢ fay they) although we grant that Men will fubmit
to the Government, upon their own particular: Prin-
ciples, and therefore ’tis reafonable that the King fhould
admit the Obedience of his Subjelts upon what Grounds
they pleafe, .yet we khvw no Reafon why the Church

ibould fet up the de fai?s, as the only Principle: of -

Obedience : And when the King had better Titles to
his Crown, as the Confent of the People in Parlia-
ment, and his Matrimonial Title with the Quecn, yet
he. muft be made to pay the greateft price for the
weakeft and worft of all Titles; and give Dr. §——
Sixteen ‘Hundred Pounds a Year, for a Defactofbip
.Onl . ot ' - N ,

., gf’ou fee, Sir, that the Deii#s want.not Occafions for
their Prejudices, how far’ {foever they are from having

Reafon o’ their fide. And pray refolve me, why muit

this falfe Title be fet up as ’twere by the King’s
Caonfent, to worm out the only true one? Why muft
none be preferr’d to Church-Digaities, but fuch who
come in upon this Title only? And thofc who own
the. King’s Right upon the Confent of the People, be
till labouring under the Church’s highelt difpleafurc?and
poor Johnfon, a Man againft whom no Immorality was
ever objetted, that isan Objelt even of the Dessts Coms
paflion, be left to ftarve for the Caufc ? Nay, they
have gone {0 far upon the Strength of Dr. §- ~ Cou-
vocation-Title, in Oppofition to that of Parliament, that

fince the good Queen is dead, and the Confent of the.

People, according to them, null and void ;. they have.

left the Kinga -bare Poffeflion, wichout any Title at all..

. 4. T am acquainted with a Gentleman, who for fome

Years has not gone to Church, having taken ofience at.

- thofe Practices I was now writing upon. This Man,

R . g e e N s
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you mult know, had an extraordinary Veneration for
the profound Learping (fo hethinks much reading and
common-placing to be) of a certain Eminent ‘Divine,
who had a fat Bifhoprick beftow’d on him by. King WiL
liam and Queen.Mary. But he to requite thewr Kindnefs,
when: a Bill was brought before the Lords, declaring the
King and Queen’s rightful and lawful TFitle to the Crown,
not only oppofed and voted againft it in the Houfe ; but
when it had paffed, he entred his Proteftation againft it
ia the Journal. Nay (faid this Gentleman) if King
William be only King de facto, then the Bifhop: is.de faito

- only. Truly Sir, you may believe me, that I was.amaz’d
at this Relgtion ; for (as I then faid) though moit Men .

look no further, than only to get Mony defaifo, and do

not with much ftriGnefs - inquire geo: jore; yet ‘twas
ftrange that any Manfhould proteft thiat he had no right
to that Eftate, which he openly continued in Poffeffion of.

But I was foon anfwer’d by this his former Admirer thacif

that Bifhop had firengthened his own Titl¢ to-the Bifhop-

rick from King ¥. I might ceaf¢ my wonder. S
I amindecd forry to hear Stories. of this Nature, efpe-

cially when they -aflure me of the Truth of ’em, and

when I {ee the ill Confequences of them. ' For though
nothing be more certain than that the Bafenefs and -

Falfhood of Ma1 can never difprove the Truth of God ;

- yet when Men are highly Scandaliz’d, and greatly de-
ceived by thofe for whom they had Efteem, and by whofe
Authority they in great meafure governed themfelves, ..
they will ftretch their Conclufion beyond their Premiffes,
anc( difown Religion in their Principle, becaufe ’cis dif~
regarded by fome great Men in their Prattice,

- But though to frict Reafons, fuch Arguments for De-
ifm appear ridiculous ; yet from the Promotion of thefe
de facto Men, I am told, hath arifen great difadvantage
to the King, and thofe Subjelts, whofe Princi les&gnd

Pradtices
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Pradtices have beéen always faithful 2o his Majefties Ta.
toreft : Since hereby it is, that- it hath always been in
the power of the apen and profeflsd Enemies of the King
to opprefs his maft dusiful Sobjecs.- For thele de faFo-
men, and the Facobites, were bur lately the fame fort of
People, both .of the {fame Principle and Temper, And
though the Facobites do mow rail at them, for their bafe
Complyances (astheytermit) with the P. of 0’s Re-
volution ; yet the de fadtos are unwilling, for old Ac-
quaintance fake, to pafs by . their Raling; and under--
hand to fhew ’em any kindnefs : And this they fubmir to,
as being Self-confcious, that the Facobszes have a Right
to. reproach them; fo that they are willing to appeale
the anger of their old Fricnds by their beft Services. Now
the Facobites having always an innate Hatred to the
Whigs, (as they now flileall thefe who think themfélves
obliged to own: the King for their rightful Sovereign)
and being willing to keep up their. old Mafter’s Riglit to:
the Crown, (to which .the Whigs ane irreconcileable Ene-
nies ) eafily prevail upon thefe. de facfos to opprefs thofe:
ether fort o%l Men, which is an Qffice they are as willing
to undertake, as the Facobites can be to put itupon ’em, -
Thus it cometh to pafs, thataccording as aa' open pro-
fefled Ememy to the Goveroment fhall dittate, a
Church~maa fhall ftrenuoufly exert that Power the King
has given him, to difcourage and opprefs his Datiful
and Loyal Subje&s. I willonly (faid a certain Perfon )
make a  Suppofition, to thew you Liow thismay be; fup-
pofe the Kingthould beftow a Bifhoprick upon-a d¢ fadfo:
Dofor, and this Do&tor {hould there find his -old' Ac-
uaintance Dr. H. and being a Stranger in his Diocefe,,
ould be willing to inftruct himfelf ia. the Chara&ers.
. af Men from the good D., woyld it not fall out {o,that the,
Clergy of that Diocefe muft.be ufed. well or ill, .as thg;
' . : moft:
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-moft open'and notorious Enemy the Governmient {hath;
dhall defign? And was-it not.poffible that the E..of
V. might oblige his old Friends in the fame manner ?
Thus, though King Fames be at laft excluded, his Sub-
je&ts reign in his ftead. - And whether an Oath of Abju- -
ration laid upon the Facobstes Proxy-men, will putanend.
:to this Corruption, Time muft tellus. - -
“5. But toreturn to the Reafons, (or Prejudices I may
‘rather call em) which otcafion Desfms ; It hath been
-obferved to me, that where the Notion of a Church hath
been carried on with the higheft. Tide,. there. even natu-
ral Religion is at the loweft Ebb ; as in Izaly of old, and
Jately in. France, where grofs Immoralities and Atheifm
are at the greateft height. And though in our Reforma.
tion we difcarded fome Idolatrous and Superftitious Do:
&trinesand Practices,which were grown feandalousamong
the People, yet flill Chris# was made to ferve that turn,
which -his Holy Vicar.can no longer do, wiz. Support
an Holy. Otder of Men in as: haughty Infolences,.in as
proud, ambitious and malicious: Defigns, as thofe which
King Hexry (though a Son of rhe Church ) -and his
Times could not bear. Now in anfwer to this, I bid
thel¢ Deists only read the Béble, and fee if the Spirit of
- that Book. be mot as good' as their Thoughts can reach ’
to; or let ’*em read the Charatter -of the Chriftian. Reli-
gion, given by Sir Matthew Hale in the firft of hjs Three
Letters concerning Religion, where he faithy Ir zeacheth
-and tutors the Soul.to a high. Reverence and Veneration of
Alwighty .Gody a fincere and.upright Walking, .as in the
-Prefence of the invifible. all-feeing God. .. It makes 4 Man
truly love to Flonour, to Obey him, and therefore careful to
know what biis Will 45 : It renders the Heart highly thankful
go.him, both. as bis Creatcr, Redeciner and Benefactor : It
makes.a Man entively.to depend upon, to feek to him for Gyi-
: dance
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‘dance and-Direction, and Proteition, to [ubmit to his Will
with all Patience, and Refignation. of Soul: It gives the
Law not only to his Words and Alfions, bat to his very -
- Thoughts and Purpofes : It bringeth a Man to fuch a chzar{-
msnt both of External and Internal Sobriety, as may be de-
cent in the Prefence of God and his holy Angels: It crufb-
¢th and casts down all Priae and Haughtinef, both in « Man'’s
Heart and Carviage, andgives him an humtle frame of Soul
and Life, both in the fight of God and Men : It regulates
and governs the Paffions of the Mind, and brings them into
die moderation and frame : It gives 4 Man aright eftimate.
of this prefent World.; -and fets the Heart and Hopes above
it [o that he never loves it more than it deferves. = It makes
the Wealth and Glory of this World, high Places and great
Preferments, but of:la low and little value to him, fothas ke
is meither covetows mor ambitious, nor over-follicitous con-
cerning the advantages of it : It brings a Man to that frame,
that ﬁig’l)teop{neﬁ, Fuftice, Hme_/f] and Fidelity, is
*twere part of his Nature; he can [ooner dye than commit or
pa;poj! that which is anjuit, difbonest or umworthy 4 good
Moan : It makes him value the love of God and Pease of Con-
" [feience above all the Wealth and Honours in the World, -and
be wery vigilant to keep it inviolably : Though he be under &
due Appre eryion of the Love of God, yet it keeps hims humble
and watchful, and free from all Prefumption ; -fo that he
dares-not under a vain Confidence. of the Indulgense of ‘God,
commit or purpofe the leaft injury to man : He performs all
bis Duties t0 God in Sincerity, Integrity and Conffancy ;
and while he lives on Earth, his Converfation, his Hopes,
his Treafure, and the Flower of his Expeitation is in Hea-
wen ; and he entirely endeavours to walk fuitably to fuch a
Hope. In Swm, it reftores the Image of God unto the Soul
in Righteon[nefs and true Holinefs.
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I prevail’d upon one of my Friends, a De/ff, to read.
thofe three Letters, becaufe therein the Subftance of the:
Chriftian Religion is diftinguith’d from the Circumftan--
tialsand Appendages ; for want of which diftinition be-.
g well underftood, Deifm has arofe, as that-great Man.
ia-the fore«cited Letter hath obferved. When Men (fays-
he) feefo much Religion placed by Profeffors of Chriftianity
in thefe things which every intelligent Man values bat s
Forms, or Inventions, or Modes, or Artifices, and yet as
great weight laid apon them, s grear fervour and animofity
#'d for or againff them, s almoft for any Points of Chris .
ftian Religion ; They are apr lprefeml] to cenfure and throw-
off all Religion, amdreckon all of the [ame make. Thus that'
Upright Judge, whofc three Letters my Friend having -
read, did wel sltp rove of ‘em, acknowiedging, that with
great Exatinefs he had diftinguifhed between Religion ..
and Prieft-craft: And he add%d, If you wilt thew me,

- Sir, any Chrifttan Church where that diftinétion is ob- . - -

ferved, I will become a Member of it. * I recommended .
the Church of Englagd 3 he prefently told me that he had -
read the 39 Articles, and obferved that 3 of them were
wholly defign'd to uphold the Power of the Clergy over -
the People. And then he bad me only compare the De- .
fien, which hasbeen, and ftill is, carrying on under the
Name of the Church of England; with the Defign of the -
Chriftian Religion, - as ’tis defcribed by Sir Masthew Haley,::
and I thould find theongin all its parts a Contradition

~ to the other. *Tis plain (faid he) theClergy do not al-

low of Sir Matzhew’s Notions, ngr will they fuffer us to- .
take any thing for Religion, that is diftinguithed from
theic_particular Intereft. To what end have fo many .
Perfecutions and Penal Laws been fet a foot by the Cler- .
gy in Chriftendom? was it to bring Men to any one
Poiat of  that full Defcription of Chriftian. Religion, |

' ' which
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which you cited from Sir Mayshew Hile ? or oty to bring
them to that fhart Article of their Clergy Religion, i.e.te
{ubmit to their Power ? Did not the Honourable Sir R. H:
lately write 2 Treatife, wherein with great Learning and:
accurate Judgment kediftinguifhed betwixt Religionand
Prieft-craft ? amd was he not treated for it with'a trué
Prieftly Infolepce and Malice in the Pulpte at Whire-ball,
by A. one of their Majefties Chaplains, and reprefenred’ -

! as a Scorner and an Atheif?, becaufe he fcornsto fubmit
to any Religion but what.is of Chrift’s Taf¥itutién ? Sup--
pofe a Man thould govers himfelf by the Law of €hrsf,
and go no further, ss thisre any Chriftian Church which \
would own {uch an one for 4 Member ? ¥ you will bex L
Son of the Church of England you muft hold Kings and
Bifhops tobe jure dvsinv, the Apoftolical Dotrisie of Pafe:
five Obedsenve ; you muft not be indifferent to'their Cere-
monies, thongh declar’d but indifferent things; and the

: Reafon is, becaufe you muft have a profound Refpe&’

‘ for the Power of the Bilhops, by which thefe Ceremonies
were ordain’d : And befides this, you muft thew a per-

- feCt.Abhorrence of all- who do ot fubriit to the Spiritual®
Royalties of their Diocefan Bithops; for your Churcle
| manfhip will not appear by any Mark {o well, as by the

f Hatred you bear o all Diffenters, in Conjuné&ion with-

; a deep averfion to all the ancient’ Rights and juft Li-
berties of your Native Country. In fine, (faid ke ) when
your Clergy Preach theJLaw of Chriff without turning
it toany By-end, or falfe Intereft, you fhall meet me at
Church. You know the Clergy love Precedency of the
Laity ; Let them turn Cheiftians firft, and I can follow. -

6. I have kviown forme; ‘who Have alledged as a Rea- -
fon why they have forfaken the Chriftian Faith, the im-
poflibilicy of Believing. Many Doltrines (fay thefe) are’
made neceflary to Salvation, which ’tis impoffible to Be-

C2 : } Jieve,

”



(30)
lieve,becaufe they are in their natareAbfurdities.I replied?,
That thefe things were Myfferies,and foabove our Under-.
ftanding. But heasked me to what end could an unintelli--
gible Do&rine be revealed ? not to inftrult, but to puzzle-
and amufe. What can be the effe&t of an unintelligible M-
ffery upon our. Minds,but enly Amufement ? That which-
is only above Reafon muft be above a rational Belief,and -
muft I be Saved by an-irrational Belief ¢ If a Propofition
be. inconfiftent with it {elf, I cannot but believe it to be-
falfe : .>Twas once to ferve a Turn. aﬁainﬂ: the Papifts:

“your Church held all Doétrines neceflary to fave Souls,
were plainly revealed in Scripture ; How could you fay-
plainly revealed unlefs you underftood the Revelation?
Befides, I cannot think that the belief of any unprofitable -
Do&rines, 4. e. fuch as admit of no Application to Mo-
ral Duties,. canbe a faving Faith {o much as in part ; ner-
‘ean I imagine that Faith tends to fave a Soul; becaufe
what we believe is only True, (for fo the belief of Ew-
clids Elements might havea faving Effe@ upon Seuls) but:
becaufe our Beliet is Good, it has a practical Effe&, and-
tends to make us better Men, Befides, ; you all agree the -

. Belief of your Trinity is abfolotely neceflary to Salvatis .
on,and yet widely difter inwher we mult believe concern- .
ing it ; whether three Minds or Modes, or Properties, or -
internal Relations, or Occonomies, or Manifeftations, or

‘external . Denominations; or ¢lfe.no.more than a Holy
Three, or . Three Somewhats ; or. otherwile. only one of
thefe Three to.be. God in the higheft Senfe, and each of
the otber two to be a God without Self-fubfiftence and
Independence. = I.am confident, if I {hould be perfwaded .
that an Explanation of the Trisity . were neceflary.to

fave my Soul, and {ee the Learned fo widely differing
and hotly difpyring what it is I muft believe concerning
it, .I fhould certainly run mad through. defpair of find-

ing ;
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ing out the Truth : But fince thefe Doors cannot agree :
which Party of ’em fhall captivate my Belief in Obedi-
ence to his Faith, I will referve it to be the Hand-maid
of Truth; whenever fhe appears fhe fhall command it.
7. I remember one Gentleman objelted to the Chrie
ftian Faith, that it m&@® Men infolent, quarrelfom and
illinatur’d.- From whence I concluded, (as I told him)
that he had never read over the Gojpels ; truly he could
not fay that he had read ’em carefully, but yet that in
reading the Hiftory of what had paffed in Chriftendom,
he-ob?ervcd that ‘moft of the Quarrels in which this
part of the World had been engaged, arofe from Con-
tentions among the Chriftian Prieffhood. Church-Hi-
ftory is-chiefly a Relation of Church-mens Wrangles,and
D. Cave in a late Book of his had denominated every
- Century from fome eminent Quarrel which arofe among
the Clergy- - But befides this, what was the Holy War,
what all the holy Maflacres and Croifados which filled:
Europe with Blood, but the Inventions of Holy Church?
- And-what is holy Inquifition, but a perpetual Series of
 Murthers carry’d on in barbarous Forms of Law again(t
* the common Senfe of Mankind ? Does Hiftery account:
for'an;r ‘Barbarities {o great as -thofé committed -by- the-.
Popes? Any.Cruelties fo favage as thofe of the Holy In-
quifition ? Any Murthers fo {folemn, and religioufly bru-
tal as the A&s of -Raith? Any Pragmaticalnefs {0 infuf-
ferable- as that of the Jefuits ? is not their Humanity ex--
tingui{hed.by their Chriftian Religion ? - fuch is their Ma--
lice that no Man can eat Bread where they have to do,-
unlefs he fubmrit his Faith to their guidance, witnefs the-
prefent French Perfecution. Norcanany Sovereign Prince-
keep bis Word or Oath, though he had only {worn to.
maintain thof¢ Laws by which he'Reigns as King; any
langer than this Spiritual Fatherhood will give him leave,
‘ : as.y
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as Lewis” XIV. of France, and Fames 11. of Englend do
witnefs. Let thefe Inhumanities be confidered, asfup-
ported and carried on by the name of Catholick Church,
and (if the Devils believe) you may as decently {ay
Church of Hell as Church of Rome. : ‘
And as Devotion, continw’d o#gDe:#, to holy Church
1s the center upon which all things turn on the other fide
the Water, fo is it the fame thing here. Do not our °
- Priefthood of Englend make as high Preteiices to difpofe
of all Offices and Trufts m-the Kingdom, to thefe of their
owa Fattion, as thofe of Rome? Have they not long
fince got their Bill of Exclufion to be pafled into a. Law,
whereby o Man can enj:ly a Place of Profit orTruflin the
State, but whom they qualify at their Altars? where Men
were capacitated " to be Bumbails, keep Gaming-houles
and fell Ale. 'What was:it but the Infoleace of the Pricfts
hood that brought about Father Lasd’s and Father Pe- .
rer’s Revolutions ? Befiles (faid he) de you net obferve
what a keen Edge Chriftian Faich puts upoa the ill-nature
of Divines, when they are difputing about matsers of Re-
ligion? *Tis common for Philofophers, Lawyers, Phyfi-
cians, ¢c. to difer about matters which concern their
Profeflions, and’ write one againft anocher : But you will -
find fome Temper and Decorum obferved in their Wri-
tings. But let the Controverfy be abeut any Braunch of
- Chriftian Faith; and then {ee the Odium Theologorums,
- the Malice of Divines in the late Writings of two of’
your Church Doftors againft each other; at leaft this
ihews that Chriftian Faith doth not improve the Temper
of fuch Men who are of mean Birth, and narrow Edu-
cation. And I cannot but obferve, that your Proteant
Malice is under a worle Management thay the Popil 5
they only thirft for the Blood of Proteftants, but you are
for fucking one anothers Blood ; as when for the Service
‘ of
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of King Charles the HL. (who was Head of your Chutch).

- and his Popifhi Brother, the Blood of the beft Proteftants

‘in Englend, Sand fome of them of your own Church)
was to be {pil, the Court Blood-fuckers, viz. Attorney

general, and Judges, befides Juries and Evidence, were

all of >em chofen Men vut of your own Church ; and the
Poffe of the Clergy was raifed to hold their Heads to the
Block, by Preaching the DoGirine of Pafffve Obedience. '
. Butin req;éfral,jt muft be confefled, that yotir Clergy

 require the King to do their Perfecuting Journey-work
with the famre Infolence as-the Popith Priefthood ufe;
For-muft not the Sovereign Monarch of Exnglind, Scot-
land, France and Ireland, by his Authority Royal, exe-
cate the Décrees and Anathema’s of the Arch-deacons
and Bilhops Chancellors, by Iprifoning his loyal and

uleful Subeéts, . for.not conforming to their Ceremonies ?

If a King will fubmit to this Drudgery, he fhall have the
vox Cleri of his fide, and Be as great as Noife and fulfom
Flattery can make him; but in the mean tithe is really -
King but of one Moiety of his Pe‘ofple, whilt the danget
which the other half apprehend from the Secular Armi

dire@led by Spiritual Power of Neceflity, weaneth their -

Hearts from the Government. Thus Charles the I1. who
for two Years after his Retuint, reigned in the Heaits of

all his People, was by the A& of Uniformity teduced to

be King of the Church'-garty ; and at laft, whilft the Po-
pifb and Prvtei/lmt Priefthood zealoufly contended whofe
- Property.he {hould be, (like the Truth among Contro-
verfial Divines ) he was loft in the Scuffle.

He inftanced in likewifc the late King Fames, who
(faid he) had it in his power to be univerfally beloved
and obey’d, beyond any King of ‘Exgland this Age has
produced.” His Right to the Crown was owned by all; -
lis Wilfulnef§ had pafed upon the Church of England

g Party .
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Party for Magnanimous Refolution, which fruck-fuch

an Awe upon them, that they were coming to a Tem-

per, and would have confented to a Toleration of Pro-
teftant Diffenters, and Roman Catholicks too, provided
their Maintenance might be continued to them. Thus
the Heart of all England had been fet upon the King ; but
the Popifh Prielthood would be content with nothing lefs

" than delivering the whole Nation to Satan, and their

King muft exccute the dreadful Anathema, though ’twas-
manufeft that he muit thereby leflen himfelf'to the fize of
one of the 7 Kings of Kgat ; for he could be Sovereign of
no more than the T'wo hundredth part of the People. For
King Charles in numbering the People, had found that
the Proportion between Papiit and Proteftant wasas 1 to
200 : whereas had his own Priefthood been {o favour-
able to him, asto have excufed him from executing that -
Satanical Power, which by a Right purely Divine was
vefted in Sacred Majefty, his Reign might have been
happy, and his Memory precious. What an unhappy
Effe€t, had the Spirit of Father La«d upon King Charles
the Firft " And what hath brought Lewss the XIV. to
the prefent Diminution of his 6lory, but that haughty
Infolence and unnatural Cruelty in Yerfecuting his own
Subjefts, which Father /s C/ui]{ has infpired him with?
Wihat Figure will this Grand Monarch make in Story ?
His Name will pollute the Annals of this Age, and his
cowardly Conquefts be the Scorn of Pofterity. Now -
from all that he had faid, he concluded, that for Luck.
fake, as well as to preferve his good Nature, he would
be cautious of being (atleaft) a zealous Chriftian. ‘
8. "T'was not long fince I met one of my old Acquain-
tance, who told me that he had lately caft off thefe Pre-

“judices he had conceived againft the Chriftian Faith, by
the Afliftance of 2 Book called, The Five Letters of Iy~

Jpiration
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fpiration. By the laft of thofe Letters he was convinced
of the reality of reveal’d Religion, from the Intrinfick va-
lue and Excellency thereof ; and he was fully confirmed
in his Judgment by a late Book called, - The Reafonablencff
of Chriftianity, as delsvered in the Scripture. Upon this,
he had read over-the O/d-Teftament once, and the New {c-
veral times, with great attention of Mind. Indeed he
“always thought the Moral part of the Bible very good ;
but then he alfo thought, that by the ftrength of his own
Reafon, he could have written as good a Moral him{elf.
But by the laft of thefe Books he was convineed, that he
was indebted to Revelstion more than he thought of, and
confidering how long the Ceremonial Law had obtain’d
-among the Fews, and what a_profound refpe& they paid
to the Scribes, Pharifees, and Spiritual Guides and Rulers ;
he plainly faw that there was need enough of Miracle to
bear down their Prejudices, to make ’em leave their Ce-
remonies, and liften to thatexcellent Moral which Chrift
dve’em; nay,he was convinced that no Miracles were
rong enough to prevail over the Prieft, or a Prieft-ridden -
People, to become Profelytes to the Do&trine of univerfal
Love and Charity ; for (faid he) if a Tea¢her fhould
~ now be fent from Heaven with this Meffage, that allthe
Proteftant Parties-in Englend {hould be reconciled and
live well with one another, making nothing neceflary to
their religious Communion, but what Chrift had appoin-
ted,and fuch Circumftances as Timeand Place, and what
in the nature of the thing was needful,and if thisTeacher’s
Miffion were confirm’d by Miracle, it would have (as
he thought) no better effe& upon our feveral Se&ts of
Clergy, and thofe whoare bi%otted‘to their Parties, than
it had upon the Pharifees and their Difciples of old.

Having heard him {peak {o fharply againft the Clergy
after his old way, I could not %lt tell him that I percei-
' ' - ved
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ved he was but almoft a Chriftian; for he who loveth the -
Inftitution of Chrift, cannot but refpe&t thofc who are¢ the
Minifters thereof ; at leaft, I heped that Le would pay a
refpet ro theCleigy of theChurch of England, wincl: was
the beft Reformed Churchin the. World 5 and theicioreI
expelted that he was already a Meinber of our Church:
He r«_eply’d,that he fhould always be ready to pay his refpe
to every good Man of what Order or Degree {oever ; he
fhould always be willing to hear a good Minifter Preach

. the Gofpel of Jefus Chriit to him, and exhort him to the

* {incere Praltice of it. 'That he was ready to contribute

his {hare to the Maintenance of fuch Minifters, and to
join with that Church-of- Emgland Congregation near to
which he liv’d, in publick Worfhip ; but yet he could nor
condemn the Worfhip of other Congregations, nor ex-
clude himfelf from joyning with them as occafion {hould
ferve him. So that as to Church-memberfhip he could

-be a Member of any Church, which would own him up.
_on the terms of Faithand Praltice, contained in the Book

he mentioned, conceraing the Reafonablenefs of the Chri-
fian Roligion; &c. But {till he conceiv’d, that Church-
Commuaion in holy Offices was defigned only to raife his
Devotion towards God, not towards the Clergy, which
made him admirte the unparallell’d Impudence of the Ro-
man Priefthood, who meafure the Religion of all Chrifti-
ans by their Devotion to the Scc of Rowse, i. e. indeed to

. thenifelves ; and he doubted whether any Church

were fufficiently Reformed from Popery, which made
any Do&trines of Faith neceffary to Salvation that were not
declared {o in the Gofpels, and where the Clergy would
always. diftinguifh between Church and State, and give
the Precedency to themielves. But yet he'would join with
any Church as far as it promoted the Honour of God, and
deparate from it, wherein on pretence of Religion, he faw,,

. . atitaimed at a By-end of its own. Here
" tm ' . .. . ' . . . .
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Here I urged him again to joyn to our Church, which
had no other defign but God’s Glory. To this he Igid, that
he thould be glad that the Church of Englerd would owa

him, though be could not be of their Party : He would
“willingly pafs as a Church-man for his Credit-fake ; for

(faid he) though a Man doth ever {o firmly believe Je-
us Chrift to be the Mefliah whom God had ofold promi-
fed, and in due time fent to give us a perfect Rye of
Life, in order to make us truly religious here, and ever
happy hereafter; and though a Man fhould fhew forth
his Faith by an agreeable courfe of Life, in doing Juftice,
loving Mercy, and an humble walking with God ; yet if
he were not owned as a Member of fome Church, he
would by all Churchesbe accounted, if not an Atheift,yet
a Sceptic, a Man of no fettled Principle, but own who
has his Religion to choofe. For if you look over the
State of Religion as it ftandeth in Chriftendom, there is

. 10 Church whatfoever which will accept you as a Memi-

ber of its Communion, but aon {fome particular terms
of Belief, or Practice, which Chrift never appointed, and
it may be fuch as an honeft and a wife Chriftian cannot
confent to. Iam not moreable to give up my Reafon to
the Church of Er;jaud, than to giveup my Senfestothe
Church of Rome ; it looks like a Trick inall Churches to
take away the ufe of Mens Reafon, that they may vender
us Vaflals and Slaves to all their Datates and Commands.

‘But what greater {lavery than to force op Men a Belief

of fuch things as mc.eﬂ'aq t0 Salvation, of which ’tis not
poffible to form any Idea? Though I am fatisfied there
is no fuch thing asa change of Bread into the Flefh of
Chrift, yet I canform an Idea, that fuch athing may be,
that the fame Power which changed Earth into a Man,
may change Bread intoFlefh : But I can frame to my {elf

" 20 Idea of what your Chlt;rc;h Teacheth in the Sacra-
: - .

meng
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ment, that the Body and Blood of Chrift are werily and
indeed'taken and recerved of vthe faithful : And whenT ask
how can this be underftood by a Proteftant, who believ-
eth that there is no other Bodybut that of Bread? I am
told that the Church meaneth it in a Spiritual Senfe. Now
- Thavetry'd, andfind it impoffible for me to form to my
felf ‘qn‘l ea of a Body verily and indeed in a Spiritual
Senfe. - : . '
~ And therefore I muft fay ’tis an unwife and a hard
'Thing for any Church to impofe abfurd or unintelligible-
Notions (efpecially fuch Spesulations, which tend to
make no body the better ) as neceflary to Salvation ; for’
'Wife Men, and fuch who will take Courage to examine
- what they Believe, will not fubmit to fuch an Ufurpati-

‘on ; and weak Men are kept all their Life long in Fears.
“and Doubts of their Eternal State, as bein aFways un-

certain whether they firmly believe fuch Doétrines, or no..
* Befides this (faid he) your Church will require me to *
believe other Abfurdities as bad as thefe, as that Kings

and Bifhops have a Divine Right to that Power, which

they exercife overus, whereas with my own Eyes I faw
" "our Great antl Gracious King accept the Crown of Exg-

land, as the Gift of the People. - And I{eeas plainly, that
‘Bifhops are an Order of Men of their own (not of Chrift’s)
making. I was told that our Bithops Order was founded

in that of the r2 Apoftles, and - the Presbyters Order in

the 70 Difciples: Upon this I refolved to fee if the

12 and the 70 were different Orders, or no, and read
‘over the 10t Chaf. of Matthew, the 3d and 6th of Murk,
and the gth of Luke, in which places the Power which

Chrift gave to the 12 is fet forth, which amounteth to.
this, viz. a Charge to Preach the Gofpel, a Power to.
work Meracles in cafting out Devils, healing the Sick,
‘€. AndIalfo read in the xoth Chapter of Eske, that
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the 70 were fent forth for the fame Reafon, ard with the
fame exprefs Power as were the 12, véz. To preach the
Gofpel, heal the Sick, and caft out Devils, m{ 2.9.17.
Andpe he telleth the 70 at the 16th Verfe, Thar ke wZo/

—beareth them,heareth him; and be who defpifeth them, defpi-
{e-tb' him, as he had faid to the 12, in Matthew 10. 40.

--Iadeed they were only added to the number of the 12,
Becanfe (as ’tis faid there) the Harves¥ was greas, and the
Labosrers few, i. €. becaufe Multitudes followed Chrift,.
and were difpofed to become Chriftians, therefore he en-
creafed the number of his Apoftles, or Teaching Difci-
ples. I can find no Footfteps of any JurifdiCtion given
to the 12 over the 70, or indeed dVer any body elfe ; and

. in the r8th Chapter of Matthew, where Chrift fpeaketh of

binding and loofing, ’tis manifef from the firft Verfe,
that his difcourfe was made to his Difciples. So. in the
‘aoth of Fehn, the Holy-Ghoft and Pewer of remitting
-and retaining Sins,” was given to the Difciples which met
together after Chrift’s death, werf 19. in which meet-
ing, there might be fome of the 70.as well as. fome of the
‘12 : *Tis certain the 70 received the Holy-Ghoft, and if"
Baptifin be a Key of Admiffion into the Church, they
"had it : If binding or loofing be declaring wherein. we
- are bound induty, and wherein we may ufe our liberty ;.
-if remitting and retaining Sins be declaring what Iniquity
‘God will forgive, and what he will not; the 70 fhared
-this Power withthe 12. As for delivering up to Satan,
:and infliGing Difeafes ; fince ’twas a miraculous Power,
which we read not that Chrift appropriated to the 12,
we have no reafon to think ’twas detained from the7o..
If then Chrift appointed but one Order, viz.. that of
“Feachers, the Order of Rulers dignified them{tlves.above,,
. and diftinguifhed themdelves from their Brethren, yet I
am willing tofubmit tothofe Powers, which the Laws.of

England
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England have given to the Bifhops, though what they
claim by Divipe Right, I efteem as an Ufurpation, ~

Moreover (fays he) although I am become a Chriftian,

I have.ngt ccaled ta be an Englifh-man, and for that rea-

fon cannot be .in party with the Bifhops, whe by their

falle-prerogative Dotrines, and other fhameful Affiftan-

ces, fo lately betray’d the Charters and Liberties, Ri%hts

. and Privileges of their Country,were fetting up an abfolute

irrefiftible Power in K. Charles 11, which being demifed
to K. Fames, endangered not only the Liberty and Pro-
perty, but Body and Soul of the Nation. -Nor.can I fo
foon forget how cheir loag debates,about admitting the P.-
of Oramge, our Goed amd Great King, to the Sovereignty,

was the occafion of {pilling fo much Proteftant Blop(i
in Irelaxd ; nor the late Proteftation of fome of the
chief of their Party agpioft his Majefties Right to the
Crown ; nor how careful they have been fince, that (as
itnow falls put ) he thould have no pretence to any right-
ful Title.. If any Clergy-man was {o honeft as to Preach
-up his Right, as juftly grounded on the Confent of the
People, (as Mr. Fohwfon for inftance) he mult lie under
pain of the Chyurch’s higheft difpleafure, though otherwife
ever {0 Orthodox and Conformable ; {0 that fince the be-
16ved Title of Conqueft is hurnt by the Parliament, and -

- the Matrimonial Title is (to the great grief of all good

Men) dead and buried with the Queen ; it remaineth ac-
cording to Holy Church, that he hath no Title at all, but
only bare Pofleffion ; and this they mean when they call
him de faito. ‘ . _
But I cannot find that they will allow him to be King
of the Clergy fo much as & facfo. Alas! his Livings,
whereby alone ke is capable to oblige them to call te
mind their now forgotten Loyail;y, which of late years
xhey preached up, as the fumm of the Law and thehPro-
S . , - phets;
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. "hcts; Alas! thefe good Things are taken out of his

ands by the Conquering Bithops, that the Clergy may
have a feparate Intereft from the State on this fide the
Water, and be led to pay an intire Allegiance to the lioly
Order. 'When Hen, VIII. cameto know that his Bithaps
fwore Allegiance to the Pope, he belgan to think of {ome
ways and means how tomake himf{elf King of his Clergy,
which he faw could not be done but by cafting oyt the
Pope’s Power ; and hence {prung that King’s Reformati-
on of his Politicks, rather than Religion. And if our

%t)dd King were fenfible of the Reafons why an Englifh
- Papacy is fettled in a Committee of Six, vse. to fix the

Obedience of the Clerﬂr on themfelves exclufively, (for
no Man can{erve two Mafters) I doubt not but he would
think fit to demand what is fo much wanted, vsz. the Al-

. Zegiance of the Clergy to their King ; if he diffolves ‘this

Comimnittee he may ask and have, for where their Trea-

fure 15, there their Hearts will be alfo. For thefe Reafons

{faid he) 1 thall be cautious how I enter intoChurch-mem-
berthip, fince I plainly fee that every Party of Chriftians
embodied, organized, clergy’d and modelled into a Nati-
onal Church, cafteth an'awe upon the Sovereign Power,
and fuffereth it not to provide equally for- the Commion
Good of the Subje@, but will appropriate the falus pablica,
and influence the Government toferve its own particular,
its own private Ends.

Thus, Sir, I have given you an account of thofe Prejudi-
ces, which have brought forth Deifin.  But yet thefe very
Prejudices without a ftrong affiftance of Paflion, could ne-
ver have wrought upon Men to caft off Revelation; for
you fee the fame Prejudices remain in the Dei# turn’d
Chriftian. Whofocver therefore, upan the fore-mention-
ed Realoas turneth Deii#, canaot be-excufed, tho® I could
heartily wifh all thefe Pretences could betakenaway from

‘em.



