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Tothe READER.

each Species ; the Marks of Cock axd Hw ; tE: Time
and Mawser of Building their Nefs; tke Nuiber,
Colour, 8cc. of their Eggs; bew 1o order and irirg
up the Young ; and whatewer ¢!z is either pleafant
or neceflary to be knovem cencerning them.

And 1o render it fiil more ufefu! and entertain-
ing, there are added the Figuves of the Cock, H:a,
and Egg of each Sort, exattly ccpied frem Natare -
This laft very pleafant, and fuitable .4dd ticn, < kich
is univerfally delighiful to all Perfens, is waniivg
in the Books tkat bave teen bitber:o publijbed cn tiis
Subject: Befides thefe, the Reacer <iil fid [ome
Obfervations mot to be met with in any Suker. 1
do not fay this to undervalue any cth r Man’s Iork;
n9, there are [me gecd Performances of ibis Kind
extant 5 and to wh.ch I owwn wiyfelf in jo:ie few Par-
ticulars a L.ebtor 3 and bad ikey e:bib ted the f igures
of the Birds, &c. as i; bere dome, it weud bave an-
ticipated my Defi;n.

I fhall obferve notbing wiore concerning whas bas
been done by others; and as to ths Treatife, cnly
wifh that my Readers may receive the Sat-sfaition
that was intended by the fincere Endeavours cf iheir

°
Moft Humble Servant;

A Lover of Birds.






























6 A Natural HISTORY of

‘There are threc or four other Sorts of
Dhrufles found in Engiand ; as firfl, the great
Tbrufb, called the Mifjel-Bird, Meafle-Tew,
or Shrite, which in the Colour and Spots of
the Breaft and Belly, agrees with the Seag-
Tbrufb, but is a bigger Bird : He is very
beautiful to look at, but not valued for Sing-
ing, therefore feldom kept in a Cage.

The fecond Sort, called the Redwing,. »
Swinepipe, or Wind-Thrufz, .is in Shape and
Colour, fo like the Sorg-TErufb, that they
are hard to be diftinguithed, only the latter
haih more, and greater Spcts on the Breaft
and Beily, and is fomewhat bigger: This
Kind is in ro Efteem fcr Singing. It is a
Bird of Paflage, that fhifts Places according -
to the Seafons cf the Year; but whither it

, is not to us perfectly known.

The third Sort is called the fmall Heazh-
Tbrufb, from its building upon Heaths and
Commons; heis of a darker Colour than -
any of the other of the Thru/b Kind, and by
fome valued for Singing ; but as none of the
Sorts are comparable to the common Seng-
Tbrufb, at leatt, to my Fancy, nor fo well
known, I fhal: fay no mere of them, but
of the Song-Tbru,» only ; which is a curious
Bird, as well for the great Variety of his
Notes, as his long Continuznce in Sorg, which
is, atleaft, nine Months in the Year. In the
Beginning of the Spring, he fits on high
Trees,
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t4 A Nasural HiSTORY of

they will talk as well without, as I have
found by Experience; as will likewife Mag-
pies, and other talking Birds. When they
can feed themfelves, put them in a large
Cage with clean Straw, or Mofs at the Bot-
tom, and give them fometimes clean Wa-
ter to wath themfelves in; this is the moft
fure Method to have good healthful Birds,
fuch as will reward your Trouble in bring-
ing them up. The Stariing, when wild,
feeds upon Beetles, Worms, and other In-
feQs.

~ The Length of a full-grown Bird, from
the Tip of his Bill to the End of his Thail,
15 nine Inches; of which the Bill is an Inch
and a (lerter, and the Tail three Inches
long; and, when in Flefh, weighs about
three Ounces. '

The Bird is naturally hardy and health-
ful; but when kept in.a Cage, is fubject to
the Cramp, Fits, &c. fometimes it feizes
him {o fuddenly, that he will fall down from
his Pearch, and beat himfelf to Death pre-
fently ; a Spider, or Meal-Worm is a good
Remedy againft it, giving him two or three
at a Time, twice or thrice a Week. Ifyoy

ive him good Meat and Drink, as1 faidy

he Black-Bird, and keep him clean, it will
prevent his Fits, or any other Diforder, bet-
ter than any Thing elfe that I know of.
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58 A Vorzl HISTORY of

3
mcen 1wz Pirs i Fegres, ard 1s called
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Of the Sky-Lark.

Tbe D:/critsion ond Charalter.

HE Cock S&y-Lartis as good a Song-

Bird as mott this Land produces: He
is vaftly ftout and lavith in his Song; but
thought by fome Peop‘e, too loud and harth.
I muit own, tho” he has a great many fine
Notes, they are not fo melodious as the #o0d-
Lark's, which in Variety and Softnefs, much
excels him, and to my Fancy, all {mall Birds,
without Exception ; but that valuable Bird is
exceeding tender, verv fubject to the Cramp
and other ancafcs, that he can be kept but a
fhort Time in a Cage; two or threec Years
we count a great while: I don’t deny but
fometimes they reach beyond that Date; yet
the far greater Number make their Period a
great deal fooncr; whereas the S2y-Larkis a
long-lived, healthful Bird, that will reach
fiftcen or twenty Years; I have heard of

feveral which have lived to that Age, and
fung
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42 A Natural HISTORY of

Care that is neceflary in bringing up youn
Birds, in keeping chm clcan,gxfidixl:g thcxgn
regularly once in about two Hours, from
Morning till Night with freth and wholefome
Food, as the principal Means of preferving
them : In aWeek’s Time you may cage them
in a large Cage, putting fome Hay cut pretty
fhort, or coarfe Bran at the Bottom, turning
or fhifting it every Day ; order them after this
Manner till they can feed themfelves with
dry Meat, viz. Bread, Egg, and Hemp-Seed,
which they will do in about three Weeks or
aMonth. Remember to boil your Egg very
hard, chop it fine, and mix it with an equal
Quantity of Hemp-Seed, bruifed while the
Birds are young, but when they are able to
crack the Seed, give it them whole, anda
little Bread grated among it. You may then
let them have a freth Turf of Grafs once or
twice a Week, and fift fome fine dry Gravel
at the Bottom of the Cage, fhifting it often,
that it may not clog their Feet: For Change
of Diet, you may fometimes give them a lit-
tle of the Fleth Meat.  After they have done
Moulting, you may give them Bread, Egg,
and whole Hemp-Seed every other Day, and
a freth T'urf once a Week.  As the Birds are
of an hardy Nature, this careful Manage-
ment will preferve them many Years.
This Bird at full Growth is fix Inches and
a Quarter long ; of which the Tail iIs tl;‘rcc
nches,
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66" A Vatufat FIISTORY of . |

that Number ; they are very fmall whit¢
‘Eggs, fprinkled all over with finall pale red
Spots. : B '
.Of the Young, bow 20 order them, &c.
' S . - N i
. IF_ ou are minded to'bring up a Neft of
. Wréns, let them be very well: feathered .
belase you také them : They are to be fed
and reared like the young Nightingales, giv-
ing them often, and but little at 'a Time,
one or two very {mall Bits. When theyare |
gtown fit for a Cage, let them have a large -
one madg with very clofe Wier; one 8ide of
which ffiould be made like unto a Squirrel
Houfe, -and have it lined "with. any Thing
that is warm. Keep. them conftantly to the
Nightingale's Food, and there is no Queftion
but they will anfwer your Expectation ; you
muft take the fame Care in keeping them
clean and warm as of young Nigbtingales.
And if at any Time they are fick, give them

two or three Flies, or a fmall Spider or two,
but not too many Infeéts.
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82 A Natural HisTORY of

Of their Building, &c. Their Young,

and bow to order them.

HESE Birds, as I faid before, build .
. their Neft - almoft in' every Hedge,
low, and open, that it may be found with:
little Difficulty. It confifts chiefly of fine’
green Mofs, platted with a little Wool and
Hair ; *tis not of fo curious a Model as fome
are. The Hen lays commonly five Eggs, of
a fine pale Blue, or Sea-Green Colour. She
has young Ones at the End of Aprs/or Be-
ginning of May: Take them at nincor ten’
Days old, and feed them with Bread and
Flefh-Meat, chop’d very fine, and mixed to-
gether, made moitt, as for other Birds : Or
you may bring them up with the #ood-Lark's
Vi&uals.
If the Cock is brought up under fome fine
Song-Bird, he will take his Song, and anfwer
- your Expectation. :
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