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TO THE

R E A D E R

Had not beard that there was fuch a Book
in the World, as Mr Baxter’s Aphorifms

" of Juftification, when it was [ent me by a Book-

Jeller, to whom 1 bad fent for another Tralk on
the [ame Subjelt : But, before I bad read ma-
ny Pages thercin, I faw the wife Providence of
God 5 and foon determined (notwithftanding a
Jew Expreffions, which I do not altogether ap-
prove of ) to reprint the Subfiance thereof, in as
Jmall a Compafs, and at as low a Price as pof-
JSible.

O may be, who bath [o folemnly declared,
Think not that I am come #o deftroy the Law
or the Prophets, verily I fay unto you, not
one Jot orone Tittle fhall pafs from tbe Lew,
till Heaven and Earth pafs away ;' give the
Jame Blelfing to this Jittle Treatife now, as
be did near an bundred Years ago: May be
once again make it a powerful Antidote againf
the [preading Poifon of Antinomianiim ; and
thereby [ave many fimple unwary Souls from
feeking Death in the Error of their Life.

Newcaftle upon Tyne,

March 25. 1745. JOHN WEesLEY.
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Mr Baxter's Aphonfms,

ON

JUSTIFICATION

PROPOSITION I

The firft Covenant made by God with Adam, did promife
Lifz, upon Condition of perfect Obedience, and threaten
Death upon the leaff Difobedience.

PROP. IL

This Covenant bmxg Joor by Man wiolated, the Threat:
ening muft be fulfilled, ami fo the Pmal ty fuffered.

HE Word of his Threatening being

once paft, he cannot abfolute]y par-

don, without the apparent Viola-

tion of his Truth or Wifdomh. Some

think that it proceeded from his

Wifdom, rather than his Juftice,

that Man muft fuffer. But why

thould we feparate what God hath

joined? However, whether Wifdom, or julhce, or
* Truth, (or rather all thefe) were the Ground of it; yet
certain it is, that a Neceflity there was the Penalty
thould bé infliCted, or elfe the Son of God fhould not
il_:;vc made Satxsfaé’txon, wor Sinners bear fo much them-
ves,

- A © TROT,
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PROP III

©his Penalty the Offender bimfelf could not bear, avithout
bis everlafling undoing,

HAT is, not the full Penalty ; for part of it he

did bear, and the Earth for his fake, and all
Mankind to this Day ; bat the full Penalty would have
been an everlafting Suffering,

PROP IV

Fefus Chrift, at the Will of bis Father, and upon bis
own Will, being perfeltly furnifbed for this Work,
with a divine Power and perfonal Righteoufnefs, firfp
undertook, and afterwards difcharged this Debt, by

- fuffering awbat the Law did threaten, and the Offender
bimfelf was unable to bear.

1. HE Love of God to the World was the firft
Womb where the Work of Redemption was
conceived, Jobn iii. 16, (as it is taken conjun& with
his own Glory.) The eternal Wifdom and Love found
out and refolved on this Way of -Recovery, when it
never entered into the Thoughts of Man to contrive or
defire it. o )
* 2. The Will of the Father and the Son are one. The
Son was a voluntary Undertaker of this Tatk. It was
not impofed upon him by Conftraint. When he is faid
to come to do his Father’s Will, Heb, x. 7, 9. it doth
alfo include his own Will.  And where he is faid to do
" it in Obedience to the Father, as it #s fpoken of a vo-
luntary Obedience ; fo is it fpoken of the Execution of
our Redemption, and in regard to the human Nature
cfpecially, and not of the Undertaking by the divine
Nature alone. Not oply the Confent of Chrift did
nake it lawful that he fhould be punithed, being inno-
ant ; but alfo that fpecial Power, which, as he was
Gced, he had over his own Life more than any Crea-
ture hath. Fobn x. 18. I hawe Power, (iévsias) faith
Chiift) #o Jay down my Life. . .
3. No meer Creature was qualified for this Work ;
evcn the Angels, that are righteous, do but their Duty,
’ and
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and therefore cannot merit for us; neither were they

able to bear and overcome the Penalty.

4. It muft therefore be God that muft fatisfy God ;
both for the Perfe@ion of the Obedience, for to be ca-
pable of meriting, for the bearing of the Curfe, and
. for the overcoming of it, and doing the reft of the

Works of the Mediatorfhip, which wete to be done
after the Refurre@tion: Yet meer God it muft not be,
but Man alfo, or elfe it would have been Forgivenefs
without Satisfaction, feeing God cannot be faid to make
Satisfaltion to himfelf. ’

5. Had not Chrift been perfeftly righteous himfelf,
he had not been capable of fatisfying for others.

6. The Undertaking: of the Son of God to fatisfy;
was effeCtual before his atual fatisfying: As a Man
that makes a Purchafe, may poflefs and enjoy the Thing
purchafed upon the meer Bargain made, or Earneft
paid, before he have fully paid the Sum.

7. I know Man’s Guilt and Obligation to fuffer, .is
but -metaphorically called- his Debt ; yet becaufe it is
a Scripture Phrafe, exprefling our Obligation to bear
the Penalty of the violated Law, I ufe it in that Senf€.

Chrift did fuffer a Pain and Mifery of the fame fort,
and of equal Weight with that threatered ; but yet be-
caufe it was not in all refpe@s the fame, it was rather
Satisfaction than the Payment of the proper Debt.

. 8. Many fay, that Chrift did as properly obey in our
Stead, as he did fuffer in our Stead ; and that in God’s
Efteem we were in Chrift obeying and f{uffering, and
fo in him we did both perfe@ly fulfil the Commands of
the Law by Obedience, and the Threatenings of it by
bearing the Penalty. And.thus, fay they, is Chrift’s
Righteoufnefs imputed to us, @iz.: his paflive Righte-
eufnefs for the Pardon of our Sins, and delivering us
from the Penalty; his altive Righteoufnefs for the
making of us righteous, and giving us Title to the King-
dom. !

_ This Opinion, in my Judgment, containeth a great

many Miftakes.

1. It fuppofeth us to have been in Chrift, before we
did believe, or were born ; and that not only in a ge-

- neral Senfe, as all Men, but in a fpecial, as juftified.

3 Az . oW
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-#. It teacheth Imputation of Chrift’s Righteoufnefy
in fo ftri& a Senfe, as will neither ftand with Reafon,

. mor the Do&rine of Scripture; much lefs with the Phrafe

of Scripture, which mentioneth no-Imputation of Chrift
er his Righteoufnefs to us at all ; and hath given great
Advantage to the Papifts againft us in this Doétrine
-of Juftification.

3. It feemeth to afcribe to God a miftaken Judg-
ment, as to efteem us to have been in Chrift when we

" -were not, and to have done and fuffered in him what

we did not. .

4. It maketh Chrift to have paid the fame that was
due, and not the Value; and {o to juftify us by Pay-
ment of the proper Debt, and not by ftri¢t Satisfaétion.
And indeed this is the very Core of the Miftake, to
think that we have by Delegation paid the proper Debt
ef Obedicnce to the whole Law, or that in Chrift we
have perfeily obey’d: Whereas, 1. It cannot be faid
that ave did it. 2. That which Chrift did, was to fa-
tisfy for o#r Non-payment and Difobedience.

mg. It fuppofethi the Law to require both Obedience
and Suffering in refpett of the fame Time and A&ions,
which it-doth not. And whereas they fay, that the
Law requireth Suffering for what is paft, and Obedience
for the future ; this is to deny that Chrift hath fatisfied
for fature Sins. The Time is near when thofe future
Sins will be alfo paft; what doth the Law require then 2.
If we do not obey for the future, then we fin ; if wefin,
the Law requires nothing but fuffering.

6. It fondly fuppofeth a Difference betwixt one that is
juft, and one that is no Sinner; one that hath his Sin or
Guilt taken away, and one that hath his Unrighteouf-
nels taken away. Whereas, as there is no Middle be-

' twixt ftreight and crooked ; fo neither between Con:

formity to the Law, (which is Rightconfnefs) and De-
viation from it, (which is Unrighteoufnefs.)

7. It maketh our Righteoufnefs to confit of two
Parts, wiz. The putting away of our Guilt, and the
Imputation of Righteoufnefs, 7. e. 1. Removing our
Crookednefs. 2. Making us ftreight.

8. It afcribeth thefe two fuppofed Parts to two diftinét
fuprofed Caufes ; the one to Chrift’s fulfilling the Pre-

. s N
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cept by his A&ive Righteoufnefs ; the latter to his ful-
filling the Threatening by his Paflive Righteoufnefs ; as
if there muft be one Caufe of introducing Light, and
another of expelling Darknefs ; or one Caufe to take
away the Crookednefs of a Line, and another to make
it ftreight.

9. The like vain Diftin&ion it maketh between deli-
vering from Death, and giving Title to Life, or freeing
us from the Penalty, and giving us the Reward: For
as when all Sin of Omiflion and Commiffion is abfent,
there is no Unrighteoufnefs ; fo when all the Penalty is
taken away, both that of Pain, and that of Lofs, the
Party is reftored to his former Happinefs. Indeed there
is a greater fuperadded Degree of Life and Glory pro-
cured by Chrift, more than we loft in Zdam: But as
that Life is not oppofed to the Death or Penalty of the
firft Covenant, but to that of the fecond ; fo is it the
Eftett of Chrift’s Paflive, as well as of his Acive Righ-

teoufnefs,

- The other Opinion about our Participation of Chrift’s
Righteoufnefs, is this, That God the Father doth ac-
cept the Sufferings and Merits of his Son as a full Satif-
faftion to his violated Law, and as a valuable Confide-
ration upon which he will wholly forgive the Offenders
themfelves, and receive them again into his Favour, and
give them the Addition of a niore excellent Happinefs
alfo; fo that they will but receive his Son upon the
Terms exprefled in the Gofpel.

This Opinion, as it is more fimple and plain, fo it
avoideth all the fore-mentioned Inconveniences. .

PROP V.

Whercfore the Father hath delivered all Things into the '

Hands of the Son ; and given him all Power in Hea .

wen and Earth 5 and made bim Lord both of the Dead

and Living, John. xiii. 3. Matth, xxviii. 18. John
V. 21, 22, 23, 27. Rom.xiv.9. + .

PROP VI
i was not the Intent cither of the Father or the Son, that
by this Satisfadtion the Offenders foould be immediately
delivered from the whole Curfe of the La,and freed - -
. . Az from



., C6)

Jvom the Evil avhich they bad brought upon themfelves 5

ut fome Part muft be executed on Soul and Body, and -
++ and the Creatures themfelves, and remain upon them at

- the Pleafure of Chrift, Rev:i. 18. 1Cor. xv. 26.

HE common Judgment is, That Chrift hath
taken away the whole Curfe from Believers, (tho®
. not the Suffering) by bearing it himfelf ; and now.they
‘are only ARictions of Love, and not Punithments. I
do not contradiét this Dogtrine thro® AffeGtation of Sin-
gularity, the Lord knoweth; but thro’ Conftraint of
Judgment, and that upon thefe Grounds following.

1. It is undeniable, that Chrift's taking the Curfe
upon himfelf did not wholly prevent the Execution upon
the Offender, Gen. iii. 7, 8, 10, 15, — 19.

2. Itis evident from the Event, fecing we feel Part
of the Curfe fulfilled on us: We eat in Labour and
Sweat ; the Earth doth bring forth Thorns and Briars ;
‘Women bring fosth their Children in Sorrow; our na-
tive Pravity is the Curfe upon our Souls; we are fick,
and weary, and full of Fears; and Sorrows, and Shame ;
and at laft we die and turn to Duft.

3. The Scripture tells us plainly, that we all die in
"Adam, (even that Death from which we myft at the Re-
{furreftion be raifed by Chrift) 1 Cor, xv. 21, 22. And
that Death is the Wages of Sin, Rom. vi. 23. And that
the Sicknefs, and Weaknefs, and Death of the godly, is
caufed by their Sins, 1 Cor. x3. 30, 31. And if fo, then
~ doubtlefs they are in Execution of the Threatening of

the Law, tho’ not in full Rigour. :

4. Itis manifeft, that our Sufferings are in their own
Nature Evils to us, and the fan&ifying of them to us
taketh not away their natural Evil, but only produceth
by it, as by an Occafion, a greatér Good : Doubtlefs fo
{o far as it is the Effe& of Sin, it is evil, and the Effe&t
alfo of the Law. .

5. They are afcribed to God's Anger, as the mode-
rating of them is afcribed to his Love, P/a/. xxx. 5. and
a Thoufand Places more. . A

6. They are called Punithments in Scripture, and
therefore we may call them fo, Lew. xxvi. 41. 43.
Lam. iii. 39. and iv. 6. 22. Ezra ix, 13. Hof.iv. 9.
and xii. 2, Lew. xxvi, 18,24, T
: ctoT o 7. The

-~
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7. The very Nature of Aflition is to be a lovin
Punithment, a natural Evil fan&ified ; and fo to be mix’
of Evil and Good, as it proceedeth from mix’d Caufes :
Therefore to fay, that Chrift hath taken away the Curfe
" and Evil, but not the Suffering, is a Contradition ; be-

caufe fo far asitisa Snﬁ'eri:&. it is to us Evil, and the
Execution of the Curfe. What Reafon can be given,.
why God fhould not do us all that Good without our
Sufferings, which now he doth by them, if there were
not Sin, and Wrath, and Law in them? Sure he could
better us by eafier Means.

8. All thofe Scriptures and Reafons that are brought
to the contrary, do prove no more but this, that our
Afflittions are not the rigorous Execution of the Threat-
enin, (:lf" the Law ; that they are not wholly or chiefly
in Wrath. .

9. The Scripture faith plainly, that Death is one of
the Enemies that is not yet overcome, but fhall be laft
conquered, 1 Cor.xv. 26. and- of our Corruption the
Cafe is plain. -

10. The whole Stream of Scripture maketh Chrift to
have now the fole difpofing of us and our Sufferings, to
“have prevented the full Execution of the Curfe, and to
manage that- which lieth on us for our Advantage and
Good ; but no where doth it affirm that he fuddenly de-

livereth us.
. PR OP. VIL

.Man having not only brokes bis firft Covenant, but dif-
abled himfelf to perform-its Conditions for the future ;
and fo being out of all Hope of attaining Rightéoufnefs
and Life thereby, it pleafed the Father and the M-
diator to preferibe to bim a new Law, and tender bim
a new enant ; the Conditions awhereof fhould be
mare eafy to the Sinner, and yet move abafing, and
Srould more clearly manifeft, and more biibly bonour, the

unconceivable Love of the Father and Redeemer.

1. T F Chrift fhould have pardoned all that was paft,
I and renewed the firft violated Covenant, and fet
Man in the fame Eftate that he fell from, in point of
Guilt, yet would he have fallen as defperately the next
Tempration: Yes, tho’ ho had reflojed §o lim his pri-



C 8)
mitive Strength ; yet Experience hath fhewed on how
flippery a Ground his Happinefs would. have ftood.

2. God the Father, and Chrift the Mediator, who
have one Will, did therefore refolve upon a more
fuitable Way of Happinefs.

3. This Way, as the former, is by both a Law and
Covenant. Asit is a Law, it is by Chrift enjoined ;
and either Obedience, or the Penalty, fhall be exa&ed.
As it is a Covenant, it is only tendered, and not en-
forced. ‘

4. Tho’ without Grace we can no more believe than
perfeitly obey, as a dead Man can no more remove
a Straw than a Mountain; yet the Conditions of the
Gofpel, confidered in themfelves, or in Reference to the
Strength which God will beftow, are far more eafy than
the old Conditions, Matth. xi. 29, 30. 1 Fobn v. 3.
And more abafing they are to the Sinner, in that he
hath far lefs to do in the Work of his Salvation; and
alfo in that they contain the Acknowledgment of his
loft Eftate, thro® his own former felf-deftroying Folly. . .

. PR OP. VIIL
. Not that Clrift doth abfolutcly mull or repeal the old Co-
wenant hereby 3 but bs fuperaddeth this as the only
- pofible Way of Life. The former fiill continueth to
command, probibit, promife, and threaten s fo thas the
Sins even of the Fuftified are fiill Breackes of that
Law, and are threatened and curfed thereby.
Know it is the Judgment of many, that the Law, as
it is a Covenant o%r\‘)lVorks, is quite null and repeal-*
ed in regard to the Sins of Believers; yea, many do be-
lieve, that the Covenant of Works is repealed to all the
‘World; and only the Covenant of Grace in Force.
Againtt both thefe I maintain this Aflertion, by the
Arguments which you find under the following Pofition ;
and I hope, notwithftanding that, I extol free Grace as
much, and preach the Law as little, in a forbidden
Senfe, as tho I held the contrary Opinion.
. PROP IX.
Therefore we muft not plead the Repeal of the Law jfor .
owr Jufiification s bus muft refer is 1o our Suresy, wbg'
£ ane .



by the Valie -and Efficary of bis one Qffering~and
© Merits, doth continually fatisfy. _ )

Shall here explain to you, in what Senfe, and how

far the Law is in Force, and how far not ; and then
prove it under the next Head.

You muft here diftinguith betwixt,

1. The Repealing of the Law, and the relaxing of it.
2. Between a Difpenfation, abfolute and refpeitive, 3.
Between the Alteration of the Law, and the Alteration
of the Subje@ts Relation to it. 4. Between a Difcharge
conditional, with 2 Sufpenfion of Execution, and a Dif~
charge abfolute ; and £> I refolve the Queftion thus:

1. The Law of Works is not abrogated, or repealed, -
but difpenfed with, or relaxed. A Difpenfation is (as
Grotius defineth it) an At of a Superior, whereby the -
Obligation of a Law in Force is taken away, as to cer-
tain Perfons and Things.

2. This Difpenfation therefore is not total or abfo-
lute, but refpeitive. For, 1. Tho’ it difpenfe with the
rigorous Execution, yet not with every Degree of Exe-
cution. 2. Tho’ the Law be difpenfed with, as it con-
taineth the Subje&ts of the Penalty, wiz. the
Parties ing, and alfo the Circumftances of Dara-
tion, &', yet in regard of the meer Punifhment, ab-
firated from Perfon and Circumftances, it is not dif~
penfed with ; for to Chrift it was not difpenfed with;
his Satisfation was by paying the fall Value,

3. Tho" by this Difpenfation our Freedom may be as
full as upon a Repeal ; yet the Alteration is not made
in the Law, bat in our Relation to the Law.

4. So far is the Law difpenfed with to all, asto
fufpend the rigorous Execution for a Time, and a Dif-
. charge conditional procured and granted them ; butan
abfolute Difcharge is granted to none in this Life. For
even when we do perform the Condition ; yet ftill the
Difcharge remains conditional, till we have quite finith-
ed our Performauce. For it is not one inftantaneous -
A& of believing which fhall quite difcharge us; buta ~
continued Faith. No longer are we difcharged than
we are Believers. And where the Condition is not per-
formed, the Law is flill in Force, and fhall be executed
upon the Offender himfelf, ' 1
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I fpeak nothing in all this of the direftive Ufe of
the Moral Law to Believers, but how far the Law is
yet in Force, even as it-is a Covenant of Works ; be-
" cauft an utter Repeal of it in this Senfe is fo commonly,
but inconfiderately afferted. That it is ng further over- .
thrown, 1o not to Believers, than is here explained, I
now come to prove. ) :

PROP X

If this awere not fo, but that Chrift bad abrogated the
Jirft Covenant, then it would follow, 1. That no Sin but
that of Adam, and final Unbelicf, is. fo much as threat-
ened with Death, or that Death is deferved by it 5 for
what the Law in Force doth not threaten, that is not
deferved, or due by Law. It would follow, 2. That
Chrift dird not to prewyent or remove the Wrath and
Curfe fo deferved, or due to us for any but Adam’s Sin,
nor to pardon our Sins at all; but only to prevent our
Defert of Wrath and Carfe, and confequently, to prevent
our Needof Pardon. It would follow, 3. That againf}
2he eternal Wrath at the Day of Fudgment, we muft not
plead the Pardon of any Sin bat the firft; but our ows
not deferwing Wrath, becaufe of the Repeal of that
Laaw before the Sin was committed. All which Con-
Jequences feem to me unfufferable; awbich cannot be
avoided, if the Law be repealed.

Cripture plainly teacheth, that all Men (even the'
) Ele&t) are under the Law, till they believe and enter
into the Cavenant of the Gofpel: Therefore it is faid,

Tobn iii, 18. He that belieweth not, is condemned already :

And the Wrath of God abideth on bim, ver. 26. And

we are faid to believe for Remiflion of Sins, 4. ii. 38..

Mark i, 4. Luke xxiv-47. Afs x. 43. and iii. 19.

‘Which fhew, that Sin is not before remitted; and con-

fequently the Law not repealed ; elfe how could the Re-

deemed be by Nature the Children of Wrath? Epb.

#. 3. The Circumcifed are Debtors to the whole Law,

Gal. v. 3, 4. and Chrift ‘is become of noneEffe&t to

them. But they that are led by the Spirit, are not un-

der the Law ; and againtt fuch there is no Law, Gal.

v. 18. 23, The Scripture hath concluded all under

Sin (and fo far under the Law no doubt) that the Pro-

pife; by Faith in Jefus Chrift, might be given w0 \\\e\“\\ §
: : ay
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that believe, Gal.iii. 22. We are under the Law
when Chrift doth redeem us, Gal iv. 5. See alfo
Fames 1. 9. 10. 1 Tim. i. 8. 1 Cor. xv. §6. Gal. iii.
19, 20, 21. Therefore our Deliverance is conditionally
from the Curfe of the Law, «wiz. if we will obey the
Gofpel.  And this Deliverance, together with the Abro-
gation of the Ceremonial Law, is it which is fo often
mentioned as a Privilege of Believers, and an Effe& of
the Blood of Chrift ; which Deliverance from the Curfe,
is yet more full when we perform the Conditions of our
Freedom ; and then we are faid to be dead to the Law,
Rom. vii. 4. and the Obligation to Punifhment dead as
to us, ver, 6. but not the Law void or dead in itfelf.

-Again, all the Scriptures and ments, Page 6o, 61,
which prove, that Afllitions are Punifhments, do prove
alfo, that the Law is not repedled: For no Man can
fuffer for breaking a repealed Law, nor by the Threats
of a repealed Law : Yet I know that this Covenant of
‘Works continueth not to the fame Ends and Ufes as be-

‘fore; nor is it fo to be ‘preached or ufed. We muft
‘neither take that Covenant as a Way of Life, as if now

we muft get Salvation by our fulfilling its Condition ;
nor muft we look on its Curfe as lying on us reme-
dilefly.

PROP XI

The Tenor of the New Cowenant is this, That Chrift, ba-
* wing made [ufficient Satisfallion to the Law, awbofo-
ewer aill repent and believe in him to the End, foall
be jufiified, thro' that Satisfacltion, from all that the
Law did charge upon them, and be moreover advanced

to far greater Privileges and Glory than. they fell -

Jfrom: But awhofecver. fulfilleth not thefe Conditions,
JPall have no smore Bemefit from the Blood of Chriff,
than what they bere received and abufed, but muft
anfwer the Charge of the Law themfelves s and for
their Neglel? of Chriff, muft alfo fuffer a Aﬁzr greater
Condemnation ;: Or briefly, whofoever belicveth in
Chrift, foall not perifs, but bawve ewerlafiing Lifes
but be that believeth not, foall not fee Life, but the
Wrath of God abideth on him, Mark xvi. 16. John
jii. 15, = 18, 36. and v, 24. and vi. 35, 40, 47. and

vii. 38. and xi. 25, 26, and xii, 46, Alls x. 43.
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Rom. iii. 26. and iv. § and v. 1. and x. 4, fo.
t John v. 10. Mark i. 15. and vi. 12. Luke xiii.
3, §. and xxiv. 47. A&sv. 31. and xi. 18. and
xx. 21. and ii. 38. and iii. 19. and viii. 22. and
“xxvi. 20. Rev.ii. 5, 16. Heb.w. 1,2. 2Pet.iii. g.

1. #WHrift's Satisfaltion to the Law goes before the

Qs New Covenant, tho’ not in regard of its Pay-
ment, (which was in the Fullnefs of Time) yet in re-
gard of the Undertaking, Acceptance, and Efficacy.

- There could be no treating on new Terms, till the old

Obligations were fatisfied and fufpended.

Y account them not worth the confuting, who tell us,
that Chrift is the only Party conditioned with ; and that
the New Covenant, as to-us, hath no Conditions. The
Place they alledge for this Affertion is that, Fer. x0d.
31, 32, 33. cited in Heb. viii. 8, g, 10. which Place
containeth not the full Tenor of the whole New Co-
venant : But it is called the New Covenant, becaufe it
exprefleth the Nature of the Benefits of the New Co-
venant, as they are offered on God's Part, without
mentioning Man’s Conditions, that being not pertinent
to the Bufinefs the Prophet had in hand. ’

But thofe Men erroneoufly think, that nothing is a
Condition, but what is to be performed by our own

. Strength : But if they will believe Scripture, the Places

before alledged will prove, that the New Covenant hath
Conditions on our Part, as well as the-Old.

2. Some Benefit from Chrift the Condemned did here
receive, as the Delay of their Condemnation, and many
more Mercies, tho’ they turn them all into greater
Judgments, ’

PR OP. XIIL

o~ Tho' Chrift bath fatisfied the Law, yet is it not bis Will,

that any Man foould be juflified or faved thereby, wha
kbathnot fome Groundin himfelf of perfonal and particu-
lar Right and Claim thereto; nor that any fbould be ju-
Slified by the Blood only as fbed or offered, except it be
alfo received and applied : Sothat no Man, by the meer
Satisfaliion made, is freed from the Law or Curfe of
tb; Jirf wiolated Covenavt abfolutely, but conditionally
only.

' 3
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Have fhewed before, that Chrift intended not to re< [/

- move all our Mifery as {oon as he died, nor as foon /
as we believed. I am now to fhew, that he doth not !
juftify by the fhedding of his Blood immediately, with-
out fomewhat of Man intervening, to give him a legal
Title thereto. We are therefore faid to be juftified %)y
Faith. Let all the Antinomians fhew but one Scripture
which {peaks of Juftification from Eternity.

There are feveral other Neceffaries to juftify and fave, .
which being fuppofed, the Blood of Chrift will be ef-
fettual : Not that it receives its Efficacy from thefe, nor
that thefe do add any Thing at all to its Worth or Va-
lue ; no more than -the Cabinet to the Jewel; or the
applying Hand to the Medicine ; or the Offenders Ac-
ceptation to the Pardon of his Prince : Yet without this
Acceptation and Application, this Blood will not be ef-
fettual to juftify us. So that, as dufin faith, <“He that
made us without us, will not fave us withoutus.” A legal
Title we muft have, before we can be juftified ; and
there muft be fomewhat in ourfelves to prove that Title,
or elfe all Men fhould have equal Right, -

PR OP. XIIL
The obeying of a Law, and performing the Conditions of
a Covenant, or fatisfying for Difobedience, or Non-

performance, is our Rightcoufucfs, in_reference to thas
Laxy and Covenant.

F we underftand not what Righteoufnefs is, we may

1-difpv.ue long enough about Juftification to little Pur-
pofe.

There is a two-fold Righteoufnefs, or fulfilling of
God’s Law. The primary, and moft proper Righteouf- *
nefs, lieth in the Conformity of our Aions to the Pre-
cept : The fecondary is, when, tho® we have broke the
Precepts, yet we have fatisfied for our Breach, either by
our own Suffering, or fome other Way. '

The firk hath Reference to the Commands, when
none can accufe us to have broke the Law : The fecond
hath Reference to the Penalty, when, tho’ we have /.
broke the Law, yet it hath nothing againt us forfo /
doing, becaufe it is fatisfied. Thefe two kinds of
Righteoufnefs cannot ftand together in the farie Peston.

- .B :
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in regard of the fame Lawand Ations: He that hath one,
hath not the other ; he that hath the firft, needs not the
fecond. There ‘muft be a Fault, or no SatisfaGtion :
This Fault muft be confefled, and fo the firft kind of

"% Righteoufnefs difclaimed, before Satisfaltion can be

;

7O
4

pleaded ; and Satisfation muft be pleaded, before a
Delinquent can be juftiied. This, well underftood,
would give a clearer Infight into the Nature of our
. Righteoufuefs and Juttification, than many have yet at- -
tained. The great Queftion is, Of which fort is our

Righteoufnefs whereby we are juttified ? Ianfwer, Of

thefecond fort; which, tho’ it be not a Righteoufnefs fo

honouring ourfelves, yet it is as honourable to Chrift.

The firft kind of Righteoufnefs, as it is in Chrift,

cannot, retaining its own Form, be made ours. And

to that the Papifts Arguments will hold good. The

Law commanded our own perfonal Obedience, and not

anothers for us. We did not fo.perfonally obey ; we

did not really obey in Chrift ; and God doth not judge

us to do what we did not :- If we had, yetit would not

have made us juft; forone Sin will make us unjuft, tho'
we were never {o obedient before and after: Therefore,
if we had obey’d in Chriff, and yet finned i our-
felves, we are Breakers of the Law ftill; and fo our

Righteoufnefs cannot be of the firft fort. This Breach

therefore muft be fatisfied for, and confequently our

Righteoufnefs muft be of the fecond fort, feeing both

cannot ftand in one Perfon.  Chrift only had both thefe

kinds of Righteoufnefs, wiz. the Righteoufnefs of per-

fe@t Obedience, and the Righteoufnefs of Satisfaction,

for Difobedience. :
" PROP. XIV,

Therefore, as there are tavo Covenants, with their diffinc?
Conditions; fo is there a tavo-fold Righteoufnefs, and
both of them abfolutely neceffary to Salvation.

PROP XV.

Our lrgal Righteoufunefs, or R‘ighwﬂ/mﬁ of the firft Co-

~ wenant, is not perfonal, orvonfifteth not in any Quali-

" fications of our own Perfons, or Affians perforr’d by
us 3 (for we never fulfiiled, wor perfonally fatisfied the °
Laww) but it is wholly withoxt us in Chrift.  And in

A}
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this Senfe it is that the Apofile- (and every Chriftian)

diftlaimeth bis own Righteoufuefs, or bis onon Works.
Oljest. 1. OTH not the Apoftle fay, that as

D touching. the Righteoufnefs awbich is in
the Law, he was blamelef; ? Phil. iii. 6. Anf. Thatis, [ 3
he fo exa&tly obferved the Ceremonial Law, and the
external Part of the Moral Law, that no Man could
blame him for the Breach of-them : Bat this is nothing
to fuch a keeping of the whole Covenant, as might ren-
der him biameldg in the Sight of God.

Object. 2. Then Chrift’s Righteoufnefs and our own
Works, do concur to the compofing of our perfe&®
Righteoufnefs. An/. Tho’ this Obje&tion doth puzzle
fome ; yet the Vanity of it may be eafily difcovered
thus : :

1. An Ation is not righteous, which is not conform-
able to the Law : 1f in fome refpefts it be conformaple, l
and in fome not, it cannot be called a righteous Action; / "1
{o that we, having no Altions perfe&ly conformed to
the Law, have therefore no one righteous Altion. 2. If
we had, yet many righteous Aétions, if but one were
unrighteous, will not ferve to denominate the Perfon
righteous, according to the Law of Works. And that
thefe, joined with -Chrift’s Righteoufnéfs, do not make
up one Righteoufnefs for us,.is plain thus: The Righte-
oufnefs which we have in Chrif, is not of the fame fort
with his ; for his is a Righteoufnefs of the firft
kind, wiz. confiting in Conformity to the Precept.
But Chrift's Righteoufnefs, imputed to us, is only that
of the fecond fort, (wiz. by Satisfattion for our Dil-
obedience) and cannot therefore poflibly be joined
with our imperfe&t Obedience, to make up one Righ-
teoufnefs for us. -

PROP XVIL

.Tba_/i’ only fball have Part in Chrif’s SatisfuBion, and
Jo in bim be legally righteous, awho beliewe and obey the |
Gofpclyand fo arein themfelives evangelically righteous.

PR OP XVIIL
Tho® Chrift performed the Condidions of the Law, and fa- , <
sisfied for our Non-performance ; yit it is ourfelves that / v
muft perform the Conditions Of the Gofpel. Thea
Bz 3
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THefe two Pofitions feem to me o plain and dear,

that they need not much Explication: Yet be-
caufe fome Antinomians oppofe them, I fhall fay fome.
thing thereto; tho’, for my Part, I do fo much wonder
that any able Divines fhould deny them, that methinks
they fhould be Articles of our Crecd, and a Part of
Children’s Catechifins.

The Righteoufuefs of the New Covenant being the
Performance of its Conditions, and its Conditions being
our obeying the Gofpel, or believing; it muft needs be
plain, that on no other Terms do we partake of the
Righteoufnefs of Chrift. To affirm, therefore, that our
Evangelical, or New Covenant Rightcoufnefs, is ix
Chriff, and not in ourfilves, or performed by Chrift,
and not by ourfelves, is fuch a monftrous Piece of
Antinomian Doérine, as no Man, who knaws the
Nature and Difference of the Covenant, can pofsibly
entertain, and as every Chrittian fhould abhor as un-

“fulferable,

For, 1. It implieth Blafphemy againft Chrift, as if he
had Sin to repent of, or Pardon to accept, and a Lord
that rédeemed him to receive and fubmit to’; for thefe
are the Conditions of the New Covenant.

2. It implieth, that JFews and Pagans, and every
Man, fhall be faved. Do not fay that I odioufly wring
out thefée Confequences; they are plain : For if any be
damned, it muft be either for breaking the firft Co.
venant, or the fecond : If the former be charged upon
him, he may efcape by pleading the fecond fulfilled ; if
the latter, the fame Plea will ferve: So that if Chrift

- have fulfilled both Covenants for all Men, then none

<an perith. :

3. And that Believing is needlefs, not only as to our
Juftification, but to any other Ufe: For what need one
thing be twice done ? If Chrift have fulfilled the New
Covenant for us, as well as the old, What need we do
it again ? Shall we come after him, to do the Work he
hath perfected ?

4. It confoundeth Law and Gofpel ; it overthroweth
all the Laws and Precepts of Chrift ; it contradicteth the
whole Scope of the Scripture, which telleth us, That
Chrift was made under the Law, (and not under the

Gofpel)
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Gofpel) fulfilled the Law, (but not the Gofpel Covenant)
bore the Curfe of the Law, " (but not of the Gofpel) and
which impofeth a Neceflity of fulfilling the Conditions
of the Gofpel themfelves upon all that will be juftified
and faved. To quote the Scriptures that affert this,
would be to tranfcribe almoft all the do&rinal Part of
“the New Teftament. What unfavoury Stuff then is that
of Mr Saltmarfb; of Free Grace, Page 83, 84. who
dire€teth thofc that doubt of their Gofpel Sincerity to
fec it iu Chrift ; becaufe Chrift hath believed perfectly ;
be hath forrowed for Sin perfely ; hc hath repented
perfe@tly ; he hath obey’d perfe@ly ; he hath mortified
Sia(l)‘Pcﬂbdly, and all is ours, &F¢. If this bc meant of
Gofpel believing, repenting, forrowing, obeying, and
mortifying, then it is Blafphemy ; as if Chrift bad 2
Saviour to believe in for Pardon and Life, or Sin to
repent of, and forrow for, and mortify : But if he meant
it of legal believing in God, or repenting, forrowing
for, mortifying of Sin in ur, and not in bimfelf; then
is it no more to the Bufinefs in hand, than a Harp t0 2
Harrow, as they fay. It is not legal believing, which
is the Evidence doubted of ; and fure Chrift’s repenting
and forrowing for our Sin, is no clearing to. us, that we
repent of our own, nor any acquitting of us for not
doing it. And for his mortifying Sin in us, that is the
Doubt, Whether it be done in the doubting Soul or
not ? But I let go this fort of Men, as being fitter firft
to learn the Grounds of Religion in a Catechifm, than
to manage thofe Difputes wherewith they trouble the

World. :

PR O P XVIIL

Not that we can perform thefe Conditions awithout Grace ;
(for aithout Chrift ae can do nothing) but that he
enableth us to perform them ourfelvess and doth not

bimfelf repent, believe, love Chrift, obey the Gofpel for

us, as be did fatisfy the Law for us.

PR OP XIX.

Ie this ﬁrz-exflainnl Senfe it is, that Men in Scripture
are faid to be perfonally righteous: And in this Scnfe it
is, that the Faith and Duties of Believers are Jaid to
pleafe God, Viz. as they are related to the Covenant

B3 of
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the Tenant, if he fhould be {o foolifh as to deny the Pay-
ment of the Pepper Corn. In this Cafe thc Payment
of the Grain of Pepper is imputed to the Tenant, as if
he had paid the Rent of the old Leafe; yet this Impata-
tion doth not extol the Pepper Corn, nbr vilify the Be-
nefit of his BenefaGtor, who redeemed him. Nor can
it be fafd, that the Parchafe did only ferve to advance the
Value and Efficacy of that Grain of Pepper. But thus,
a perfonal Rent muft be paid for the Tettification of his
Homage: He was never redeemed to be independent
as his own Landlord and Mafter: The old Rent hecannot
pay : His new Landlord’s Clemency is fuch, that he
hath refolved this Grain fhall ferve the Turn.

Do I need to apply this in the prefent Cafe ; or can-
not every Man apply it?" Even fo is our Evangelical
Righteoufnefs, or Faith, imputed to us for as real Righte.
ouinefs, as perfe&t Cbedience. Two Things are confi-
derable in this Debt of Righteoufnefs; the Value, and
the perfonal Performance.” The Value of Chrift’s Sa-
tisfattion is imputed to us, inftead of the Value of a
perfe&t Qbedience of our own performing, and the Value
of our Faith is not fo imputed : But becauife there muft be
fome perfonal Performance of Homage; therefore the
perfonal Performance of Faith fhall be imputed to us for
a fufficient perfonal Payment, as if we had paid the full -
Rent; becaufe Chrift, whom we believe in, hath paid
it, and he will take this for fatisfaory Homage. So it
is in point of perfonal Performance, and not of Value,
that Faith is imputed.

PR OP XXIL
It is an improper Speech of fome Divvines, That Chrift -

Jrf juftificth our Perfons, and then our Duties and

é2ions. '

T is improper, in the beft Senfe: 1. Becaufe it is
1 contrary to the Seripture Ufe of the Word jufifjing ;
which is the acquitting of us from the Charge of bmi-
ing the Law, and not from the Charge of violating the*
new Covenant. 2. It is againft the Nature of the Thing ;
feeing Jutification, as you fhall fee anon, implieth Ac-
eufation ; but the efteeming a righteous Aétion to be as it
is, doth not imply any Accufation, 3. This Speech, join-

ing
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ing Juftification of Perfons and A&tions together,doth feem
to intimate the fame kind of Juftification of both, and fo
doth tend to feduce the Hearers to a dangerous Error,
For, if it be underftood in the worft Senfe, it will over-
throw the Righteounfnefs of Chrift imputed, and the whole
Scope of the GofEel, and will fet up the Doérine of Jufti-
fication by Works. Fer if God do juftify our Works
from any legal Accufation, as he doth our Perfons, then
it will follow, that our Works are juft, and confequent-
ly we are to be juftified by them. .

_ P R O P. XXIL
Neither can our Performance of the Conditions of the Go-
Spel be faid to merit the Reward ; fecing there is no-
thing in the Falue of it, or any Bencfit that God re-
ceiveth by it, which may fo intitle it meritorious 3 nei-
ther is there any Proportion betaixt it and the Reward.

P-R O P. XXIIFL

‘The Gofpel doth eflablifh, and not repeal the Moral Law ;
and fo is perfest Obedience commanded, and every Sin
Sorbidden now as exaltly as under the Covenant of
Works.

-

PR O.P. XXIV,
The pardoning of -Sim is a gracious A& of God, difchar-

ging the Offender by the Gofpel-promife, or Grant, from -

the Qbligation to Punifoment, upon Confideration of
the Satisfaltion made by Chrift, accepted by the Sinner,
_ and pleaded with God. '

Y Call Pardon a gracious A& ;. for if it were not, in
fome fort, gracious, or free, it were no Pardon.
Let thofe think of this, who fay, We have perfeitly
obeyed the Law iz Chrif?, and are therefore righteous.
* If the proper Debt, either of Obedience or Suffering,
be paid, either by ourfelves or by another, then there
is no place left for Pardon : For when the Rebt is paid
we owe nothing, except new Obedience ; and therefore
can have nothing forgiven us: For the Creditor cannot
refufe the proper Debt, nor deny an Acquittance upon
Receipt thereof. But Chrift having paid the Value, and
not the ftri¢t Debt, this Satisfaltion the Father mlight
ave

2/
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bave chofen to accept ; which yet becaufe he freely doth,
therefore is his gracious At properly called Pardon.
The ignorant Antinomians think, it cannot be a free
A& of Grace, if there be any Condition on our Part

y -for enjoying it: As if, in the fore-mentioned Compa-
" rifon, the Tenant’s Redemption were the lefs free, be-

¢aufe his niew Leafe requires the Rent of a Pepper-corn
in token of Homage; as if, when a Pardon is pro-
cured for a condemned Malefaltor, upon Condition
that he fhall not rejet it when it is offered him,, this was

. therefore no free Pardon. -

PR OP. XXV. .

Fuftification is a gracious A& of God, by the Promife or
Grant of the vew Couenant, acquitting the Offender
Jrom the Accufation and Condesnnation of the old Covve- |
nant, upon Confideration of the Satisfaltion made by
Chriff, and accepted by the Simmer. But final Fufti-
Scation is a gracious A% of God by Chrift, according
2o the Gofpel, by Sentence at his publick Bar, acquitting
the Sinner from the Areufation and Condemnation of
the Law pleaded againft bim by Satan, upon Confide-
ration of the Satisfaltion made by Chrift, accepted by the-
Sinner, and pleaded for bim.

. PR OP XXVIL -
The Fufification awbich ae hawe in Cbrx_'ﬂ’&mnez;ﬂi‘
Jication, is but conditional as so the particular Offenders,.
" “and none can lay Claim to it till be have pesformed the
. Conditions ; nor fball anybe perfonally juflified till then :
Ewen the * Elei? remain perfonally unjuft and anjufiifi-
ed, for all their conditional Fuftification in Chrift, Gl
they do beliee.

PR OP. XXVIIL

Men that ave but thus conditionally pardoned and jufbificd, |
nay be unpardoned and unjufified again for their Now-
performance of the Conditions, and all the Debt fo for-
given be required at 1beir Hands 3 and.all this withosut
eny Change in God), or in his Laavs. !

PROP

* N. B. Mr Baxter held.abfolute Predeftination, -
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PR O P. XXVIIL

Yea, in cafe the juftified by Faith fhould ceafe belicving,
* the Scripture avould pronounce them unjuft again ; and
yet awithout any Change in God, or Scripture, but only
in themfelwes ; becaufe their Juftification doth continue
conditional as lmg as they live here.  The Scripture
- doth juftify mo Man by Name, but all Believers as
Juch 5 therefore, if they fhould ceafe to be Believers, they
- awould ceafe to be juftified.

) P ROP XXIX.
The new Covenant accufeth no Man, as defering its Pe-
- nalty, but only thofe that perform not its Conditions,
2bat is, the finally unbelieving and impenitent Rebels

- againft Chrift,” their rightful Lord.

HAT the Gofpel doth not condemn Men, or
' threaten them with Damnation for any Sins
but Unbelief, I.dare not fpeak or think ; but that the
“Gofpel threateneth no Man with Damnation but Unbe-
lievers, is out “of all Queftion: And confequently, the
proper Sin threatened in the new Covenant, as fuch, is
Unbelief; the reft are but left and fettled on the Sin-
aer by this, )

C PROP XXX
If Satan flould falfely accufe us of not performing the
Conditions of the neaw Covenant, and fo baving no Part
_ dn Chrifi’s Satis'alion, bere we muft be juftified only
by our Faith, or perfonal Gofpel-rightcoufnefs, and not
* by any Thing that Chrit bath done or fuffered: For in

" all falfe Accufations e muft dcfind aur Innocency, and

Plead not guilty. -
O tell Satan, that Chri&t hath fulfilled 24e Law for
us, when he is accufing us of not fulfilling the
Gofpe/, filly Women are made believe, by Antinomian
Qeaclers, that this is a {folid Way of comforting ; but

‘Satan is a better Logician than to be baffled with fuch

arguing: Ard as filly a Shift it will be to tell him, that .
" Chiift hath fulfilled the Gofpel-conditions for 5. ‘The

beft is, thefe Teachers do but fpoil the Comforts of Be-
lievers, and rot their Safety ; forin the Cafe in hand,
we
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" we fuppofe the Accufation to be falfe: But yet, by fuch
Grounds, they may very eafily overthrow the -Safety al-
o of Unbelievers, while they teach them how to com-
fort themfelves avithout Faith, or to-look for all out of
themfelves in Chrift.

g PR OP. XXXI -
e muft not plead for our Fuflification, that Chriff bath
made us _free from the very Falt ; nor from the Sinful.
" nefs of the Falt; nor fiom its defert of Punifbment :
If Chrift had done any of this for us, be muff werify
Contradiftories. But ave muft plead, that the Penal-
ty is not due to our Perfons, notwithflanding the Fa&,
and its Sinfulnefs and Demerit, becaufe Chrift bath fa-
tisfied for all this.

OR, 1ft, That the Fa& fhould be done, and not
done, is a Contradiion. 2. So is it, That the
Fa& fhould be finful, and not finful. 3. Or that it
fhould deferve Death, and not deferve it; Or that it
thould be 2 Sin againtt that threatening Law, and yet
not deferve the Penalty threatened. Befides, if any of
thefe three could have been taken off, what need Chrift
have died? But that which Remiflion and Jufhfication
freeth us from, is the Duenefs of Punifhment to our Per-
fons, notwithffanding the Duenefs of it to the Sin ; be-
caufc what is due to the Sin is inflited on the Perfon of
another already, even Chrift.
P R O P. XXXII.
Before it be committed it is no Sin 5 and where there is ne
- Sin, the Penalty is not due ; and awbere it is not due,
it cannot properly be forgicven ; therefore Sin is not for-
given befre it be committed.

P R O P. XXXIII
1t is Faith which jufifieth Men, 1. In the nearef? Senfe,
direltly and properly, as it is the fulfilling of the Condi-
tion of the new Covenant. 2. In the remote and more
improper Senfe, asitis the receiving of Chrift and bis
Satisfaltory Righteoufnefs. ’

HAT it is Faith in a proper Senfe that is faid to,

I juftify,-and not Chrift’s Righteoufnefs only, which
it receiveth, may appear from the plain and conftant -
: : Phrafe
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- Phrafe of Scripturé, which faith, He that believeth fhall

be juftified ; and that we are juftified by Faith; and -

T

that Faith is imputed for Righteoufnefs. It had been
as eafy for the Hely Ghoft to have faid, that Chrift only
is imputed, or his Righteoufnefs only, or Chrift only
* juftifieth, &c. if he had {o meant.

That Faith doth moft direétly and properly juftify, (as
it is the fulfilling of the Condition of the New Covenant}
appeareth thus. 1. The New Covenant only doth put
the Stamp of God’s Authority upon it, in making it the
Condition. A two-fold Stamp is neceffary to make it

"a current Medium of our Juftification. 1. Command.
2. Promife. Now God hath neither commanded any
other Means.: 2. Nor promifed Juftification to any
other ; therefore it is, that this is the only Condition,
and fo only thus juftifieth. When I read this to be the
‘Tenor of the New Covenant, {whofoever believeth fhall
be juftified] Doth it not tell me plainly why Faith jufti-
fieth ? Even becaufe it pleafeth the Law-giver and
Covenant-maker to make Faith the Condition of it.

That Faith’s receiving Chrift and his Righteoufnefs,

. is only the remote Reafon why it doth juftify, appeareth
.thus, 1. I would atk any Diffenter this Queftion: "
Suppofe that Chrift had done all that he did for Sinners,
and they had believed in him thereupon, without any
Covenant promifing’ Juftification to this Faith, Would

this Faith have juftified them? By what Law ? Or
whence would they plead their Juftification at the Bar of

God ¢} Well; but fuppofe that Chrift, having done
what he did for us, that he fhould, in framing the New

Covenant, have put in any other Condition ; and faid,
[whofoever loveth God, fhall, by virtue of my Satisfac-

tion, be juftified] Would not this Love have juftified ?

No doubt of it. I conclude then thus: The receivin

of Chrift, is as the Silver of this Coin: The Gofpel

Promife is as the King’s Stamp, which makes it cur-

rent for jultifying. If God had feen meet to have
flamped any thing elfe, it would have paffed currently ;
yet take this, Faith is, even to our own Apprchenfion,
the moft apt and fuitable Condition that God could: have
chofen: For, (as far as we can reach to know) there
cannot be a more rationaé and apt Condition of deli-

“ ey

.
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vering a redeemed Malefattor from Torment, than that
he thankfully accept the Pardon and Favour of Redemp-
tion, and hereafter take his Redeemer for his Lord.

So that if you atk me, What is the formal Reafon
why Faith juftifieth ? o
. I anfwer, Becaufe Chrift hath made it the Condition
... of the New Covenant, and promifed Juftification upon

that, Condition. ' -

But, 2. If youafk me further, Why did Chrift chufe
this, ratherthan any thing elfe for the Condition ?

I anfwer, 1. To alk a Reafon of Chrift’s Choice
and Commands, is not always wife or fafe. 2. But here
the Reafon is fo apparent, that we may fafely adven-
_ ture to fay, that nothing could be more proportionable
to our Poverty, who have nothing to buy with, than
thus freely to receive. Nothing could be more rea-
fonable, than to acknowledge him who hath redeemed
. us, and to take him for our Redeemer and Lord.

PR OP XXXIV.

Fupification is not a fingle A2, begun, and ended im-
mediately upon our Beliewing; but a continued 44,
avhich, tho' it be in its kind compleat fiom the firf?,
yet is'it flill in doing, till the final Fuftification at the
Fudgment Day.

H IS is evident from the Nature of the A& ; it
being, as I thewed before, an A& of God by his

Gofpel. Now, 1. God ftill continueth that Gofpel

Covenant in Force. 2. ThatCovenant ftill continueth

juftifying Believers. 3. God himfelf doth continue to

efteem them accordingly, and to will their Abfolution.

This fheweth you therefore with what Limitation .

to receive the Aflertion of our Divines, that Remif-

fion and Juftification are,!fimul/ & fimel, performed,

2. That the Juftified and Pardoned may pray for the

Continuance of their Pardon and Juftification. And 3.

That Chrift’s Satisfaltion and our Faith, are of continual

Ufe, and not to be laid by, when we are once juftified,

as if the Work was done.

PR OP XXXV.

The bare A2 of Believing is not the only Condition of Sal-
: vation
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cwation by the New Covenant 5 but feweral other Duties

alfo are Parts of that Condition.
Defire no more of thofe that deny this, but that
Scripture may be Judge ; and that they will put by
- mno one Text to that End produced, till they can give
fome other commodious, and not forced Interpretation.
1. Then that Pardon of Sin and Salvation are pro-

mifed, upon Condition of repenting, as well as believing,

is undeniably aflerted from thefe Scriptures, Mar# i. 15.
and vi. 12, Luke xiii. 3, 5. A&sii. 38, and iii. 19.
and viii. 22, and xvii. 30. and xxvi. zo. and v. 31.
and xi. 18, Luke xxiv. 47. Heb. vi. 1. 2 Pet. iii. g.

2. That praying for Pardon, and forgiving others,
are Conditions of Pardon, is plain, Matth. vi. 12, 14,
15. and xviil. 35. Mark xi. 25, 26. Luke vi. 37. and
X. 4. 1 Jobni 9. Famesv.15. Fobnxiv. 13, 14.
1 Jobn v, 15. Aéfs viii. 22.

3. That Love, and fincere Obedience, and Works of
Love, are alfo Parts of the Condition, appeareth in thefe
Scriptures, Luke vii. 47. Mat. v. 44. Lukevi. 27,
35. Jobn xi. 12. 17. 1 Cor. ii. 9. Rom. viii. 28,

4

Epbef. vi. 24, 1 Cor. xvi. 22. Famesi. 12. and ii. §. .

Fobn xiv. 21, Pro.viil. 17,21, Fobnxvi.27. Mar.
x. 37. Lufe xiii. 24. Pkil.ii. 12. Rom. 1. 7. 10,
1 Cor.ix. 24. 2 Tim. ii. 5, 12. 1 Tim. vi. 18, 19,

-

> S

Rev. xxii. 14, Luke xi.- 28. Mat. 25. 41, 42, Fames

il 21, 22,23, 24, 26. .
: PR OP XXXVIL
Thevefure, tho’ the Non-performance of any one of thefe be
threaten’d avith certain Death s yet there muft be a
Concurrence of them all, to make up the Conditions
which bave the Promife of Life.
‘Herefore we oftner read Death threaten’d to thofe
) that repent not, than Life promifed to them that
repent : And when you do read of Life promifed of
any one of thefe, you muft underftand it in /in/x com-
29/, as it ftands conjunét with the reft, and not as it
is divided ; tho’ I think that in regard of their Exiftence,
they never are divided ; (for where God giveth one. he

giveth all) yet in cafe they were feparated, the Gofpel

would not fo own them as its entire Conditions.
. PROP.
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PR OP. XXXVIIL
&<t Faith may be called the only Condition of the Nenw
Covenant, becaufe all the reft are reducible to it 5 either
being prefuppofed, as neceffary Antecedents or Means,
. @r contained in it ; cr elfe implied as its immediate
Fruits, or neceffary fubfervient Means or Confequents.

SUbfervient Adtions are in common Speech implied
in the Principal.  If the Befieged be bound by Ar-
ticles to furrender a Town to the Befiegers at fuch a
"Time, it need not be exprefled in the Articles, that they
fhall withdraw their Guards, and ceafe Refiftance, and

?)m the Gates, and yield up this Houfe, or that
- Street, &, All this is implied clearly in the Article of
Surrender. :

So here, the great Condition of Believing doth in-
clude or imply all the reft. .

1.. Hearing the Word, Confideration, Convi&tion,
godly Sorrow, Repentance from dead Works, are
smplied as neceflary Means antecedent.

2. Knowledge of Chrift, and Affent to the Truth
of the Gofpel, as effential Parts of Faith.

3. Preferring of Chrift above all in Judgment, Will,
and Affetion, is (in my Judgment) the wery effential
Progerty of true Faith, differéncing it from all falfe
Faith, and fo an effential Part of it. .

4. Love, fincere Obedience, and Works of Love,:
are the immediate Produés of Faith; as Heat and Light
are of Fire.

5. The praying for Forgivenefs, the forgiving of o-
thers, the pleading of Chrift's Satisfattion, are both
Parts of this Obedience, and neceffary Confequents of
g aith, and A&s fubfervient to it for the attaining of its

nds. . . ’

6. The denying and humbling of the Flefh, the fe-
rious, painful, conflant Ufe of God’s Ordinances, Hear-
ing, Praying, Meditating, &'c. are both Parts of the
forefaid Obedience, and alfo the neceffary Means of
- continuing and exercifing our Faith. .

PR OP. XXXVIIL
As it isGod’s Methad in giving the Moral Law, firf? to
bring Men to take him only for their God, (whick is
: there-
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therefore called the firft and great Commandment ) -and-
then to preferibe the particular Duties : So is it the
Mqthid of Chrift in the Gofpel, firft ta eftablifh avith
Men bis Office and Authority, and require an Acknow-
ledgment of them, and Subjetion to them ; and then
to preferibe to them their particular Duties in Subor-

dination.
P R OP. XXXIX.
Faith therefore is the fummary Condition of the Gojpel, as
Lowe is the fulfilling of the Lavw. As taking the Lord
- for our enly God, is the Sum of the Decalogue, impi:ing
or inferring all the reft, and fo is the great Command-
ment 5 fo taking * Chrifft for our only Redeemer oud
Lord, is the Sum of the Conditions of the Now Co-
wenanty including, implying, or inferving all othe:
.Parts of its Conditions, and fo the great Commans of
" the Gofpel.
HE full Subjetion to the Authority command-
ing, doth imply and, infer Subjection to the par-
ticular Commands : Therefore God doth ftill make this
the Sum of the Conditions of the Law, that they take
him only for their God, or that they have no other
" Godsbuthim : And when he contra&teth his Covenant
- into an Epitome, it runs thus, 7avill e thy God, and
thou fbalt be my People, Exod. xx. 3. and xxiii, 1.
Deut. vii. 4. and viii. 19. and xiii. 2, 3, & Jof.
xxiv. 2, 16, ¢, Judges ii. 12, 17, 19. and x. 13.
1 Sam. viii. 8. 2z Kings v. 17. and xvii. 7. Jer. xxi.
9. and vii. 23. and xi. 4. and xxx. 22. Ezek. xxxvi,
28. Deut. xxvi. 16, 17, {&Fc. Ard as God’s Promife
of taking us for his People doth imply his beftowing
upon us all the Privileges and Bleflings of kLis People,
and fo is the Sum of all the Conditions of the Covenant
on his Part: Even fo our taking the Lord fer our God,
. and Chrift for our Redeemer and Lord, doth imply our
fincere Obedience to him ; and is the Sum of the Con.
- ditions on our Part. '
PR OP. XL.
Faith, in the largeft Senfe, as it comprebendeth all the
Condstions of the New gmmmnt, may be thus defined :
3 It
- % Altho® this'is not the fame Definition (in Terms) with
; that of oor Church, yet it is reducible to the fams, . -
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Itis, when a Sinner, by'the Word and Spirit of Chrift,
being thoroughly convinced of the Righteoufuefs of the
Law, the Truth of its Threatening, the Ewil of bis
own Sin, and the Greatnefs of bis Mifery bereupon,
and withal of the Nature and Offices, Sufficiency and
Excellency of Fefus Chrift, the Satisfaltion be bath
made, bis Willingnefs to fawe, and bis free Offer to all
that will accept him for their Lord and Saviour, deth
bercupon beliewe the Truth of this Gofpel, and accept of
Chrift as bis only Lord and Saviour, to bring him te
God, bis chiefeft Good, and to prefent bim pardoned
and juft before bim, and to befloww upon bim a more
glorious Inberitance ; and does accordinglyreft on bim as
bis Sawviour, and obey bim as bis Lord, forgiving
others, loving his People, bearing what Sufferings are
impofed, diligently ufing bis Means and Ordinances, and
confiffing and bewailing bis Sins againft bim, and
praying for Parden ; and all this fincerely, and to the
Exd.

HIS is the Condition of the New Covenant at
large ; that all this is fometimes called Faith, - is
plain hence.

1. In that Faith is oft called zhe obeying of the Gofpel,
but the Gofpel commandeth alt this, Rom. x. 16. 1 Pez,
i.22.andiv. 17. 2 The/ 1. 8. Gal.iil. 1. and v. 7.
Heb. v. 9. ’ .

2. The fulfilling of the Conditions of the New Co--
venant is oft called by the Name of Faith, and fo op-
pofed to the fulfilling the Conditions of the Old Co-
venant, called Works; but thefe forementioned are
Parts of the Condition of the New Covenant, and there-
fore implied in Faith, Ga/. iii. 12, 23, 25.

PROP XLIL

From what hath been faid, it appeareth in awbat Senfe

Faith only juflifieth, and in what Senfe Works alfo
JYflify, via. 1. Faith only juflifieth, as it implieth all
other Parts of the Condition of the Neav Covenant. 2.
Faith only j:flifieth as the great Mafler Duty of the
Gojpel, to which all the reft are reducible. 3. Faith
only dos not juftify in Oppefition to the Works of the

‘ Gofpel
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Gofpel ; but thofe Works do alfe juflify, as-ibe fecondary .
- remote Parts of the Condition of the Govenant. :
Know this is the Do&rine that will have theloudeft . ., =
Out-cries raifed againgt it ; and will make fome cry |_Aj7.
- out, Herefy, Popery, Socinianifm! and what not? For
my own Part, the Searcher of Hearts knoweth, that not
Singularity, Affetation of Novelty, nor any Good-
will to Popery, provoketh me to entertain it: But that
I have earneftly fought the Lord’s Direftion upon my
Knees, before I durft adventure on it; and that I re-
fifted the Light of this Conclufion as long as I was able:
" But a Man cannot force his own Underftanding, if the
- Evidence of Truth force it not; tho® he may force his
Pen, or Tongue, to Silence or Diffembling. )

. . PR OP. XLIIL
" That e are juftified by fincere Obedience to Chrift, as .

- the fecondary Part of the Condition of our Fuflification, 9 k'f
is evident alfo from thefe following Scriptures, Matth, :
xii. 37. Mark xi. 25, 26, Luke vi. 37. Matth,

vi. 12,14, 15. 1 Johni. 9. A&s viii. 22, " AQs
iii. 19. and xxii. 16. 1 Pet. iv. 18. Rom. vi. 16.
1 Pet. i. 2, 22.
- PR OP. XLIIIL
Our full Fufiification, and our everlafiing Salvation,
bave the fame Conditions on our Part: But fincere . .
Obedience is, awithout all dowbt, a Condition of our D
Salvation s therefore alfo of our Fuflification. -
Say, our full Juftification ; becaufe, as I have fhewed,
our firft Poffeflion of it is upon our meer Faith: But
I think our Glorification will be acknowledged to have
the fame Conditions with our final Joftification at‘the
Barof Chrift. And why not. our entire continued Jufti-
fication on Earth? You may obje®, Perfeverance is a
Condition of our Glorification ; but not of our Juftifica-
tion here. I anfwer, 1. Perfeverance is nothing but
the fame Conditions, perfevering. 2. As the Sincerity
. of Faith is requifite to our firft Pofleflion of Juftification; -
fo the Perfeverance of Faith, is the Condition of per-
{evering Juftification, See Heb. iii. 14. '
‘2, That Obedience is a Condition of our Salvation, is
- . “s‘ )

+
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wndoubted, Heb. v. g. Chrift is the Author of eternal
Salvatior. to all them that obey him; fo fully, Rom. ii.
7, 8, 9, 10. Rew. xxii. 14. Bleffid are they that do bis
Commandments, that they may bave Right to the Tree of
Life, and may enter by the Gates into the City.  And hath
that no Haud in their Juftification, which giveth th
Right to the Tree of Life? .

PR OP XLIV.
Tbis Doftrine is no awbit dercgatory to Chriff and bis
Righteoufnefs : For be that aferibeth to Faith, or Obe-
. dience, no Part of that Work avhich belongeth to Chraff's
37 Jatisfallery Righteoufuefs, doth not derogate from it :
But be that maketh Faith and Obedience to Chrift, 1o
be onl) the fulfilling of the Conditions of tbe Neaw Ce-
wenant, and fo to be only Conditions of full Fufiifica-
tion by him, doth give them no Part of the W ork of bis
Righteoufnefs ; feeing be came not to fulfil the Gofpel,

but the Law.
PR OP. XLV.

o conclude, it is mofl clear in Scripture, that our Fufti-
fication, at the great Fudgment, will be according 10
our Works, and to what we hawve done in Flefb, <vbe-
ther good or evil 5 which can be no otherwife than as
it awas the Condition of that Fuflification. And

i ... Chrifp awill thew give the Reafon of bis publick Sea-

S " tence from Mens keeping or breaking the Conditions of
bis Covenant ; that fo the Mouths of all may be flop- .
ped, and the Equity of bis Fudgment may be manife
20 all; and that be may there fbew forth bis Hatred
2o the Sins, and not only 16 the Perfons of the Condem-
ned, and his Lowe to the Obedience, and not only 2o the
Pérfons of the Fuflified. T

ERE I have thefe Things to prove: 1. That

H the juftifying Sentence fhall pafs according to

Works, as well as Faith. 2. That the Reafon is, be-

caufe they are Parts of the Condition.

. For the firft, fee Matth. xxv. 21, 23. Well done, good

i  and faithful Servant, thou baft been faithful over a few

o o Things, Iawill make thee Ruler over many Things : Enter

thou into the Foy of thy Lord, And moft plain is that
from the Mouth of the Judge himdelf, deferibing the Oxd;

o
.
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of the Procefs at that Day, Marth. xxv. 34, 35. Come
" ye Bleffed, inberit the Kingdom, &fc. For Iavas bun-
29,8 8ot Pet.i. 19. Who, without refpeét of Per-
Jous, judgeth according to every Man’s Work. So 2 Cor.

- V. 10. We muft all appear before the Fudgment Scat of P

Chrift, that every one may receive the Things done in bis
Body, according to that be bath donc, whether good or
bad. So Rev. xx. 12, 13. They were judged every Man
according to bis Works, Heb. xiii. 17. Phil. iv. 17. Mat,
xii. 36, &c. But this is evident already.

2. As it is beyond Doubt that Chrift will then juftify

Men according to their Works: So 'tis evident, that /.

this is no: only to difcover the Sincerity of their' Faith ;
but that it is alfo, as they are Parts of that evangelical
Righteonfuefs, which is the Condition of their Juftifica-
tion.

1. The very Phrafes of the Text import as much,

Mat. xxv. 21, 23. Well done, good and faithful Ser- y (

want, &e. Mat. xxv. 34, 35. For 1 was bungry, &,
And in the rett, decording to their Works. Can any
more be faid of Faith, than tlat we are juftified or
judged to Life, both for it, and according’to it ?

2. But the common Opinion is, That it is to fatisfy
the condemned World of the Sincerity of the Faith of
the lgodly. But this cannot ftand with the Truth : For, -
1. It is clearly expreffed a Ground or Reafon of the
Sentence. 2. And to the Confolation and Juftification
of the juftified; and not to the Satisfaltion or Convic-
tion of others.

3. If God's Juftice engage him, rot to forget their -

Work and Labour of Love, Heb. vi. 10, 11, 12; if
the Dead in Chrift are bleffed, becaufe their Works fol-
low them, Rew. xiv. 13; if in every Nation, he that.
feareth God and worketh Righteoufnefs, be acceptcd
of him, 4&s x. 35; if Men fhall reap the Fruit of .
well doing in due Time, Gal. vi. 7, 8, 9; if Minifters
fave themfelves, in taking heed to themfelves and to their
rine, 1 7im. iv. 16; if he that doth Righteouf-
nef§ is righteous, 1 Jobn iii. 7; if whatfoever good
thing any Man doth, the fame he fhall reccive of the
Lord. Ephef. vi. 8; if hearing and doing be buildin%
. on a Rock, Mar, vii. 24 ; if the Doers of God’s W&
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be the Mothers, Sifters, and Brothers of Chrift, Maz.xif.
50, &Fc. then the Mention of thefe Works at Judg-
ment, is more than to fignify their Sincerity to the con-
demned World.

Let me conclude with two or three cautionary Queries
concerning the Inconvenience of the contrary
trine. )

Query 1. Doth it not needlefly conftrain Men to
wreft moft plain and frequent Expreflions of Scripture ?

2. 2. Doth it not uphold that dangerous Pillar of
the Antinomian Doérine, that we muft not work or
perform our Duties for Life and Salvation, but only
Jfrom Life and Salvation ; that we muft not make the
attaining of Juftification, or Salvation, an End of our
Endeavours, but obey in Thankfulnefs only, becaufe
we are faved and juftified ?} A Doétrine, which, ifit
were reduced to Practice by all that hold it, (as I hope
it is not) would undoubtedly damn them : For he that
feeks not, and that ftriveth not to enter, fhall never
enter. Now if good Works, or fingere Obedience to
Chrift our Lord, be no Part of the Condition of our full
Juftification and Salvation, Who will ufe them to that
End ? For how it can procure Juftification as a2 Means;
and not by Way of Condition, I cannot conceive.

2. 3. Whether this Do&trine doth not tend to drive
Obedience out of the World ? For if Men do once be-
lieve, that it is not fo much as a Part of the Condition -
of their Juftification, Will it not much tend to relax.
their Diligence ? I know meer Love and Thankfulnefs
Jfbould be enough; and fo they awi//, when all our

“Ends are attained in our Ultimate End: Then we
fhall have nothing to do but to love, and joy, and
praife, and be thankful ; but that is not yet. Sure
as God hath given us the Affections of Fear, and De-
fire, and Hope; fo he would have us ufe them for
the Attainment of our great Ends: Therefore he that
taketh down but one of all our Motives to Obedience,
helps to deftroy Cbedience itfelf, feeing we have need
of every Motive that God hath left us.

2. 4. Doth it not much confirm the World in their %
imaginary Faith ? Sure that Faith, which is by many
thought to juftify, is it that People moft eafily embrace ;

that




(.35 )

that is, the receiving of Chrift for their Saviour, but not
- for their King, nor delivering up themfelves to be ruled
by him.

yMen are eafily perfuaded to believe, that Chrift will
pardon and fave them, and to expe@ Juftification from
him alone: But it is the hardeft Thing in the World,
to perfuade them really to take him for their Lord, and
his Word for their Law, and to endeavour faithful
Obedience accordingly. Surely the Eafinefs of the for-
mer, and the Difficulty of the latter, tells us, that this
hath more need to be preached than the other, (tho®
fome think that nothing is preaching Chrift, but preach-
ing him as a pardoning, juftifying Saviour}. Indeed a-
mong the Turks or Indians, that entertain not the
Gofpel, it is as necellary to preach his pardoning Of-
fice, yea and the Verity of his Natures and Commifflion :
Therefore the Apoftics, when they preached to Jews
or Pagans, did firft and chiefly teach them the Perfon
and Offices of Chrift, and the great Benefits which
they might receive by him ; but when they preach (as

Fames ) to Profefiors of the Chriftian Faith, they chiefly ’I'-
urge them to firive to enter; to fight, that they may <+

conquer ; {o to run, that they may obtain; to lay vio-
lent Hands upon the Kingdom, and take it by Force,
and to be unwearied in laborious Obedience to Chrift
- their Lord ; to be ftedfaft, unmoveable, always abound-
ing in the Work of the Lord, forafmuch as they know

their Labour is not in vain in the Lord.
5. Lafily, Is rot this excluding of fincere Obedience

from final Juftification, the great Stumbling-block of

Papifts, ard that which hath had a great Hand in turn-
ing many lcarned Men from the Proteftant Religion to
Popery ? When they fee the Language of Scripture in
the forecited Places fo plain to the contrary: When
Illyricus, Galius, dmfdo: fius, &c. fhall account it a He-
refy in George Major to fay, that good Works are ne-

.. cefiury to Salvation: When even Melanfon’s Credit is

blafied, for being too great a Friend to good Works,
"tho’ he afcribe not to them the leaft Part of the Work
-+ or Office of Chrift: And when to this Day many Anti-
nomian Teachers, who are magnified as the only
Proeachers of Free Grace, do aflert, that there is no mere

TC-
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required to tnw periect irrevocable Juftifcation of the
vileft Murderer or Whoremafter, but to believe that he
is juttified, or to be perfuaded that God loveth hina.

Do thefe Men think that we are perfeétly juftized
and faved already, before the abfolring Sentence atthe
great Tribuial, or the Poileflion of tae Kirgdom, for
which we wait in 1Joze.  Indeed when we have that
perfed Salvatio, we fhali not need to feck it, or labour
to attain it; but muft everlattingly be thankful to him
that hath pu archafed it, and to him that hath beftowed
ic. Bat, in the :nean time, he that fecketh not, fhall ro:
find ; and he tiat runs not, fhall not obtain : No, nor
all that feek and run neither, Lake xiil. 24, Lade xil.
a1, 2 Tim. i 5.
© I"he common \iTL rtion then, Thar ge:d 1iorks do fil-
loav ‘fuflificativie, but i3t ga bifore ity 13Ul e thus un-
derfiood, <iz. Aciual Obedience goeth not before the
firft Moment of juﬁiﬁcuion : But yetitis as truc, 1.
“T'hat the taking of Cirift for our Lord, ard fodelivering
up ourfelves to Lis Gove rniment, doth in order of \.1-
ture go before cur Juftifcation. 2. '['nat actual Obe-
duncc as Part of the Condition, doth in order of Na-
ture go before our Juftificaiion, as continued end con-
firmed. For tho’ our Marriage Contract with Chrat do
give us the firft Pofleilion; yeritis the Masriage Dhities
which muft continue that Pofieflion 3. That Peple-
verance in faithful Obedience, doth, both in Nature and,
Time, go before our compicat and final Juftification,
and that a Part of the Condition of (\b\...ning it.  Ifeve
cvalk in the Ligl ¢, o5 be is iin the Liglt, svc bace Fllozo-
72 ip onr avith ancther, ard the Blord of Jofus Chrift kis
Son cleenfeih us fion: oll 8iny 1 Johni. 7.

For being mode perfs Gy be becarme the Author of cterral
Saizativa to all thom that obey bim, eb. v. 9. Of
whem it fhall be faid, when they are glorificd with him,
Thefi are they that came cut of great Tritulation,” «nd
bee FL!:/]‘u/ their Robesin the Bloed of the Lamt, and
mad. thomackite : Gherctere they: re uf'n the Throse f
God. and lerze bim l)m ard ]\lml in lis Femsple 5 and
be that Geeeth nh the Abrome f rall devcl! anz ug wl. R‘-z;
vii, 14, 13, "I'o whom be Giory for ev er L daon,
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