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THE

PREFACE.

oligas H E {ollofwmg Effays
I arc only defignd for

~ ) the Ufe and Infiruttion
of younger Scholars; and Gen-
tlemen, awho have for fome Years

. nogle€ted the Advantages of

their Education , and bave a
mind to refume tbojé pleafant and
wfeful Studies, ‘in wbich they
formerly made a bandfome Tro-

- grefs at the Schools or Univerfi-

A 3 ;ies:



The PREFACE.
ties. Every Thing comtain'd in
them is bambly [fubmitted to the
Correction of adwanc'd Scholars
and Mafters in the Claffics; awho
will find no greater Faults than
I bope may be atow’d for, by the
Diligence they awill fee I bave
ufed in colleGting proper Mate-
rials, and the Care I bave taken
to difpofe "em in a.clear and ufé<
Jul Mothod: -

As 1o tbe Fieh Part 5 I

 wight poffbly bave fuid mors in

Praife. of my Authars, but believe
I bavé [Gid ensugh to fhénd. that
# is avonfiderable Dif advantage
to any Scholar to meglet the
Stugy of them.: . As




The PRE FACE.

As to the fécond Part, my
Defign was to reform Rhetoric
from the Rubbifb and Barbarifin
avbich it lies under in the come
mon Books ; and to reduce it to
a liberal and vational Science.
As we bave it in thofe dry and
trifling Syfems of it in fome
Schools, it is listle better than a
Heap of bard Words of ill Sound,
of Definitions awithout Meaning,
and Divifions without any Di-
Srinttion. I bave thrown afide
all little Alterations and Figures
purely Grammatical, and firuck
out of the Liff of beautiful
Schemes of Speech all Puns and

A 4 Ruib-



The PREFACE.
Quibbles, all childif Fingle of
BSound, and vain Amufement of
Words 5 and bave only Jeleted
the mobleft Tropes and Figures,
which give real Strength and
Grace to Language ; which
beighten and improve our No-
tions 5 and are of excellent Ufe
to perfuade and pleafe. With

refpet to the Paffages I bave
quoted, and the Aeccounts and

Charatters I bave any-awhere
given of Authors, I bave wery,
rarely taken them upon Truf,
but bave inform'd myfelf frowi
the Originals, Jeaving it as the
peculiar Happine(s of vaft and
wery forward Wits to criticifs
O
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upon Languages they don't an>
- derftand, and give formal Chas
raffers of Authors they never
read. The Quotation of fome
Latin and Greek Paffages awill
eafsly be excus'd, becaufe the ju-
dicious Reader avil] fee the Ne-
ceffity of it. And awben there
85 Occafion, ’tis as much Comceit
and Pedantry fuperfiitioufly to
avoid citing Greek or Latin, as
“tis to be pompous and profufe in
thofé Citations, awhen there is mo
Occafion. A Man may run in-
to one Species of Superftition and
Vanity, by injudicioufly (bunning
another.

As In
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. T fhort; 1 bope T bave in the

Book come up pretty near toaybdr
the Title promifes §. and theree

fore. jlmll s, plead Wavk of Time,

He)))s, ‘or Abilitiest Since-thofe
wiup be forry Excufes for a Man's
Writing bat indifferently, awbich
‘are firong Reafons avby be fhould
not bave written at all. I my
Readet be pleas'd and j?:tzsfy a,
there needs o Apology 5 if be
&e mot, ’tis certain none will be
agmitted.
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New INTRODUCTION

CLASSICS.

The FirsT ParT,

Cuar. I,

92 1 S not proper here to make
f, a Comparifon betwixt the
| Greek and Roman Langua-
ges, or determine in what
Refpects the former excels the latter.
Scarce a Man who is qualified tojudge

Ab i



2 A New Introdution

in fuch Controverfies, but will own
that they are much to be preferr'd to
Englifb, and all other Living Langua-
ges, in Strength and Delicacy ; in the
Empbafis of their Expreffion, and the

Harmony of their Numbers. So that -

altho’ we fhould be in fo complaifant
a Humour as to allow Mr. Perrault,
and the few Gentlemen of his Opi-
nion, that the Moderns are equal-to
the Ancients in Genius and Abilities ;

yet it cannot be deny’d, but that

the Ancient Claffics were much hap-

pier in the Beauty and Durablenefs

of their Language. Greek and Latin

.have an intrinfic Value, and are true
Sterling all over the /learned World.

Englifb is chiefly valuable in this I/land

and its Colonies, and current within

its own Seas. It cannot -fuftain the

Sublime with that Strength and Grace

-that the Greek and Latin do. And
this may be much more affirmed of

moft of the Languages of Eurcpe.

Suppofe a Writer in any Exrgpean liv-

ing Language, to be of equal natural

: Parts,

——————— e "
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to the CLASSICS. 3

Parts, and acquir'd Abilities with any
of the nobleft Wits of Greece or Rome,
yet the Ancient would in his Language
. have extremely the Advantage of the -
Modern : As much as an Archite& or
Statuary, who had the fineft Marble,
and moft compliant Materials to work
on, would go beyond one of his own
Profeffion, equally skilful, who was
confin’d to fuch unfit and mouldering
Materials, as mocked his Art, and
were uncapable to receive his curious
Workmanthip. Greek and Latin
have for many Ages been fix’d and
unalterable; and the beft Writers in
thofe Languages flourifh’d in thofe .
happy Times, when Learning and all
the Polite Arts were come to their
Perfe&tion and Standard. We are
come to no fettled and authentic
Standard 5 our Tongue is in a daily
Flux and Alteration.
That which was written in Eng/i/b
“two hundred Years ago, is now fcarce
intelligible; and few Authors of one
. hundred
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hundred Years ftanding can by this
refin’d Age be' read with Patience.
Our Language being in this unfettled
and changeable Condition, Time will
fpread a Ruft and Obfoletenefs over
our brighteft and moft admird Wri-
ters. But whatever Decays and Al-
terations Englifb may be {ubject to,
whatever Confufion and Barbarifm
may be brought in by long Civil
Wars, or foreign Invafions; whenever
the Dawn of a Reformation fhall ap-
pear, whenever Men of elevated Ge-
nius and public Spirit fhall arife to
drive out the barbarous Goths and
Vandals, and to reftore Learning and
" the Liberal Sciences, they muft have
Recourfe to the Ancients, and call
in their Succours. To fpeak in plain
Terms, there are unexhaufted Stores
of noble Senfe and fuitable Expref-
fion in the beft Greek and Latin
Claffics. By Supplies drawn from
them, Gentlemen of happy Talents
and Induftry, may, in any Country,
with proper Encouragement, fill l.llp

the




to the CLASSICS. 5

the Defe&s, and fmooth the Rough-
nefs of their Mother-Tongues. Thofe
preciows Polumes are {o univerfally,
and in fuch great Numbers difpers'd
over the World, that they can only
perith in its laft Conflagration. And
while they laft, there cannot be much
danger that Ignorance and Stupidity
fhould generally prevail ; or gain the
abfolute Empire they had in the long .
and difmal Night before our happy
Reformation. - Here ’tis obvious to
obferve, that true Religion and good
Learning for the moft part flourith
and decay together. 'We at the fame
time triumph’d over Barbarifm and
Superftition ; and at once got into
our Hands the Claffics and the facred
Writers.

Polite Literature, if duly applied,
is highly fubfervient to the Explica-
tion and Ornament of that ineflima-
ble Book, which came from Heagzven
to diret Mankind in the Way thicher.
Some vain Critics and half-witted Phi-
lologers have prefum’d to make Ob-

: jections
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je&ions againft the Style and Propri-
ety of the infpir'd Authors s and the
Reafon of their Impudence was not
only Wickednefs, but want of Genius,
Languages and Reading, to enter into
their awful Beauties, to difcern the ex-
alted Sublimity of their Senfe, and re-
lith the beavenly Graces of their Ex-
preffion. Juft fo it has been obferv'd,
that a Smattering in Pbrlofophy, and
a flender Acquaintance with the won-
derful Works of Nature, difpofes little
Pretenderstotalk faucily, and profane-
1y cavil againft the Providence and
Majefly of-its omnipotent Author ;
while Men of regular Study, of found
and piercing Judgment, have difco-
" yer'd and admir'd innumerable Foot-
fteps and bright Chara&ers of Divine
Wifdom and Goodnefs in every Part of
the World: They have equally ad-
vanced in Knowledge and Devotion ;
and the more they underftood of the
Heavens and the Earth, the more

they have ador’d that infinite Beirg,
who

- e e

s
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whe is the Creator and Supporter of
the whole Frame. I need beg no Par-
don of the good Reader for this Di-
greflion ; but now pafs on direétly to
thew fome of the Excellencies of thofe
true Claffics, that Men of Tafte in all
Ages and Nations have fo eagerly ftu-
died, and unanimoufly admir’d.

§. 1. THE Ancients (of whom we
{peak ) had good natural Parts, and
~a£plied them right ; they underftood
their own Strength, and wére Ma-
fters of the Subject they undertook ;
they had a rich Genius carefully cul-
tivated : In their Writings you have

Nature without Wildnefs, and Art

without Oftentation. For ’tis vain to
talk of Nature ‘and Genius, without
Care and diligent Application to re-
fine and improve ’em. The fineft Pz-
radife will run wild, and lofe both its
Pleafure and Ufefulnefs without a skil-
ful Hand conftantly to tend and prune
it. Tho’ thefe generous Spirsts were

infpir’d with the Love of true Praifozci
' an
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and had a modeft Affurance of their
own Abilities ; yet they were not {o
felf-fufficient, as to imagine their firft
Thoughts were above their own Re-
view and CorreGion, or their laft
above the Judgment of their Friends.
They fubmirted their Compofitions to
the Cenfure of private Perfons and
public Affemblies. They review’d,
alter’d and polith’d, ’till they had
good Hopes they could prefent the
World with a finif’d Piece. And
fo great and happy was their Judg-
ment, that they "underftood when
they had done well, and knew the"
critical Seafon of laying afide the
File. ,

- For as thofe excellent Mafters P/iny
and Quintilian obferve, there may be
an Intemperance in Corretion; when
an ingenious Man has fuch an Excefs
of Modefty and faulty Diftruft of him-
felf, that he wears off fome of -the ne-
ceflary and ornamental Parts of his
Difcourfe, inftead of polithing the
rough, and taking off the fuperfluous.

' ' Thefe
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‘Thefe immorfal #i¢s did not pree
‘pofteroufly refoive firfk to be Authors,
-and then unmediately fall to writing
without Study and Experience; but
‘took care to furnith themfelves with
‘Knowledge by clofe Thought, felect
‘Converfation and Reading; and to
-gain all the Information and: Light

that was neceflary to qualify ’em to
.do Juftice to their Sudjel?. Then, af-
ter they had begun to write, they did
not hurry en their Pen with Speed
-and Impatience to appear in the View
-of the World; butthey ook Time
.and Pains te give every:- Part of their
Difoourfe all dpv:sflible Strength and
Ornament, and to make the whole
‘Compofitian uniform and beautiful,
They. wifely confider'd, that Produc-
tions which come before their "due
Time into the World,. are feldom per~
fe& or long-liv’d ;. and thatan Auzhor
who defigns to write. for Pofterity, as
well as the prefent Generation, cane
not.ftudy a Work with too deep Care
.and refolute Induftry. 3 :
AN - Varu
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. Varus tells us of his incomparable
Friend Virgil, that he compos'd but
very few Verfes in a Day. That con-

- fummate Philofepber, Critic, and Poet,

regarded the Value, not Number of
his Lines ; and never thought too
much Pains could be beftowed on a
Poem, that he might reafonably ex-
pect would be the Wonder of all Ages,
and laft out the whole Duration of
Time, Quintilian affures us, that
Salluft wrote with abundance of Deli-
beration and prudent Caution ; and
indeed that fully appears from his
complete and exquifite Writings, De-
moftbenes labour’d Night and Day, out-
watch’d the poor Mechanic in Athens,
(that was forc’d to perpetual Drud-
gery to fupport himfelf and his Fa-
mily) ¢ill he had acquir'd foch a Ma-
ftery in his noble Profeflion, fuch a
rational and over-ruling Vehemence,

fuch a perfe@ Habit of nervous and

convincing Eloquence, as enabled him

to defy the ftrongeft Oppofition, and

to triumph over Envy and Time.
Plato,
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Plato, when he was eighty Years
old, was bufily employ’d in the Re-
view and Amendment of his divine
Dialogues : And fome People are fe-
vere upon Cicero, that, in Imitation
of Plato, he was fo fcrupulous whe-
ther he ought to write 4 Pirea or in
Pirea, Pireum or in Pireum, that
now in the fixtieth Year of his Age,
in the Fury of the Civil Wars, when
he knew not how to difpofe of his
Family, and fcarce expelted Safety,
he earneftly intreated his. noble and
Jearned Friend Atticus to refolve that
Difficulty, and eafe him of the Per-
plexity which it created him. What-
ever Raillery or Refle@ion fome hu-
mourfome Wits may make upon that
great Man’s Exactnefs and Nicety in
that Refpe&, and at fuch 2 Time; ’tis
a plain Proof of his wonderful Care
and Diligence in his Compofition, and
the ftrict Regard he had to the Purity
and Propriety of his Language, The
Ancients fo accurately underftood,
and fo indefatigably ftudied their Sub-

ject,

3
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je&,. that they fcarce ever fail to fi-
nith and adorn every Part with ftrong
Senfe, and lively Expreflion. . They
feldom flag thro’ their whole Work,
but glorioufly keep HP their Fire and
Spirits to the laft. Huw many of our
modern Pretenders, . who ‘have nefther
dufficient Genius -nor Education, are
ftrangely fond of a Subje@ that of all
Things they leaft underftand! They
aukwardly court a Mufe thacftill flies;
and, with a barren and perverfe Dili-
gence, plod upon a Subjed that can
never anfwer their Pains. It feems
to be in this-Cafe, as hath. been ob-
ferv’d in fome others, that Perfons of
the leaft Pawer, have the moft intem-
perate Inclinations. They have not
Flame nor Strength of Senfe to-invi-
gorate their Conceptions, and ﬁnkc
Life into a whole lx,lece
- But I muft remember, ’tis not my
Bufinefs to thew the Deformities of
fome modern Pampbieteers, but- the
Beauties of the Ancients,

To
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To make out a little farther what
I have advanc’d upon this firft Head,
I ask Leave to name a few paricular
Authors. . ’
*Tis no romantic Commendation
of Homer, to fay, that ng Man under-
ftood Perfons and Things better than
he ; or had a deeper Infight into the
Humours and Paffions of human Na~
ture. He reprefents great Things
with - fuch Sublimity, and little ones
with fuch Propriety, that he always
makes the one admirable, and the
other pleafant. ,
He is a perfe@ Mafter of all the
lofty Graces of the figurative Style,
and all the Purity and Eafinefs of the
plain, Strabo, the excellent Geogra-
pher and Hiftorian, affures us, that
Homer has defcrib’d the Places and
Countries of which he gives Accouat,
with that Accuracy, that ne Man can
imagine who has not feen ’em; and
no Man but muft admire and be afto,
nith'd who has. His Poems may juftly
be compar’d with that Shield of divine
' Work-

-
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Workmanfhip fo inimitablyr eprefent-
ed in the eighteenth Book of the fliad.
You have there exa& Images of all
theA&ions of War, and Employments
of Peace ; and are entertain’d with the
delightful View of the Univerfe.
Homer has all the Beauties of every
Diale¢t and Style fcatter’d through his
Writings; he is fcarce inferior to any
other Poet, in the Poet’s own Way
and Excellency; but excels all others
in Force'and Comprehenfion of Ge=
nius, Elevation of Fancy, and im-
menfe Copioufnefs of Invention. Such
a Sovereignty of Genius reigns all
over his Works, that the Ancients
efteem’d and admir'd him as the great
High Prief of Nature, who was ad-
mitted into- her inmoft Choir, and
acquainted with her moft folemn
Myfieries.

The great Men of former Ages,
with one Voice, celebrate the Praifes
of Homer ; and old Zoilus has only
a few Followers in thefe later Times,
who detrac from him either for wan:_

. OI.

k)




to the CLASSICS. 13
of Greek, or out of a Spirit of Cona
teit and Contradi&tion. o

Thefe Gentlemen tell us, that ths
divine Plats himfelf banifh’d him out
of his Commonwealth } which, fay
they, muft be granted to be a Blemith
upon the Poet’s Reputatiom The

Reafon why Plato would not let Ho- |

" mer’s Poems be in the Hands of the
Subjecs of that Government, was be-
caufe he did not efteem ordinatry Men
capable Readers of 'em.  “They would
be apt to pervert his Meaning, and
have wrong Notions of God and Re-
ligion, by taking his bold and beautiful
wAllegories in too literal aSenfe.  Plazs
frequently declares, that he loves and
admires him as the beft, the moft
pleafant, and the divineft of all the
Poets; and ftudioufly imitares his figu-
rative and myftical Way of Writing:
Tho’ he forbad his Wotks to be read in
public, yet he would never be without
’em in his own Clg/ez, Tho’ the Phs-
lofopber pretends, tll;at for Redfonis of

A ' S
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State he muft remove him out of his
City, yet he declares he would treat
him with all poflible Refpe® while
he ftaid ; and difmifs him laden with
Prefents, and adorn’d with Garlands,
(as the Prieffs and Supplicants of their
Gods us'd to be) by which Marks of
Honour all People where-ever he came
might be warn’d, and induc’dtoefteem
his Perfon facred, and receive him
with due Veneration., Virgsl follows
Nature, and Homer, her faithful Inter-
preter ; fo thac he is admirable upon
cvery Subjec, and Matfter of all Styles.
He keeps to the Charaéters and Hu-
mouprs of the Shepherds of thofe Ages
in his Paflorals, with fuch Plainnefs
and. Propriety, fuch Pleafantnefs and
fuitable Eafinefs of Expreflion, that
ope would think he had liv’d among
thofe happy People; and been long
acquainted with the Care of their
Flocks, their Amours, and harmlefs
Differences. In his Georgics he raifes
his Style, and defcribes the Art of
g : Tillage,




Aot

to the CLASSICS, 1

Tillage, the Government of the Bees,
‘and all the Affairs of the Hufbandman,
with fuch found Judgment, fuitable
Language, and proper Heightenings
of Fancy, that every fkilful Profzfor
of Agriculture muft admire him for
the firft of his Excellencies; and eve-
ry learned Critic for the two next.
In his Heroic Poem he has come fo
near Homér, that he has rais’d him-
{elf far above all other Poets. Not
to mention' the Propriety and Subli«
mity of his Thought, . the manly Ele~
gance, and majeftic Concifenefs of his
Expreflion ; he is very admirable in
the judicious and moft agreeable Va-
riety of his Numbers. In that Excel-
lency, Ithink, he does not in the leaft
zield' to the glorious Grecian, tho’ he
ad the Difadvantage in his Language >

"Latin being a Tongue more clofe'and
fevere than Greeks neither having
different Dialeéts, as that has, nor
allowing that Latitude and Liberty of
Variation which thatdoes: ThePlan
of his Epic Poem is fo noble and re-
B 2 gular,
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gular, his Condu& fo prudeat, his
Charadters fo juft and accurate, and
his Ornaments fo becoming, that both
Mecenas and Auguftus, two of the
completeft Statefmen and Schelars in
the World, muft allow the Zw#eid to
be a Mafler-piece. Inall Ages, who-
ever fhall imitate thefe two fupreme
Wits with the exa@eft Care, and near-
eft Refemblance, will be fuperior to
all Corrivals. )
If we mention Theocritus, he will
be another bright Inftance of the hap-
py Abilities and various Accomplifh-
ments of the Ancients. He has writ
in feveral forts of Poetry, and fuc-
ceeded in all. It feems unneceffa
to praife the native Simplicity.and eafy
Freedom of his Paflorals; when Vir-
g:! himfelf fometimes invokes the
Mufe of Syracufe ; when he imitates
him thro’ all his own Poems of that
kind, and in feveral Paffages tranf-
lates him. Quintilian fays of our
Sicilian Bard, that he is admirable
ip his Kind 5 but when he adds, that
his
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his Mu/e is not only thy of appearing
at the Bar, but in the Crzy too, ’tis
evident this Remark muft be confin'd
to his Paflerak. In feveral of his
otkecr Poems he fhews fuch Stuengths
of Reafon and Politenefs, that would
qualify him to plead among the Ora-
tors, and make him acceptable in the
Courts of Princes. In his {maller
Poems of Cupid ftung, Adonis kill'd.
by the Boar, (J¢. you have the Vigour
and Delicacy of Aracreon ; in his
Hylas, and Combat of Pollux angd
Amycus, he is much more pathetical,
clear, and pleafant, than _Apollonius
on the fame, oranyother Subje&. In
his Cenverfation of Alemena and To~
refias, of Hercules and the old Servant
of Augeas, in Cynifeca and Thyanichus,
and the Women gding to the Cere-
monies of Adonis, there is all the
Eafinefs .and engaging Familiarity of
Humour and Dialqgue, which reign
in the Odyffeis ; and in Hercules de-
ftroying the Lion of Nemea, the Spi-

. B3 313
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rit and Majefty of the I/ad. ‘The
Panegyric upon King Ptolemy is juftly
efteem’d an Original and Model of
Perfection 1in that way of Writing.
Both in that excellent Poem, and the
» noble Hymn upon Caffor and Pollux,
he has prais’d his Gods and his Hera
with that Delicacy and Dexterity of
Addrefs, withthofefublimeand grace-
ful Expreflions of Devotion and Re-
fpe¢t, that.in. Politenefs, Smoothnefs
of Turn, and a refin’d Art of praifing
without Offence, or Appearance of
Flattery, he has equall’d Callimachus s
and in Loftinefs and Flight of Thought
fcarce yields to Pindar or Homer. = Heo-
race in various forts of Poetry has
prefervid the Character of being clear
and pleafant ; bright in his Images,
and moral in his Sentences; harmo-
nious in his Numbers, and happily
daring in the Choice of his Words.  In
his Lyric Peems upon divine Matters he
is grave and majeftic: In thofe which
¢ontain the Praife of his Heroes, pom-
: - pous
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pous and fublime: In thofe that relate
to Pleafure, and free Enjoyment, gay
and lively: In his JTambics he is fevere
and cutting.  His Satires and Epifiles,
befides their Salt and Spirir, have the
Air of a genteel Negligence, and un-
forc’d Eafinefs, which no Swudy or
Diligence of Imitation can reach.
There is that Purity of Style; and
Pleafantry of Humour, that are no
lefsadmirable and entertaining in their
kind, than the Grandeur of FVirgil.
He every-where thews himfelf to be
a Scholar and a Critic, a Gentleman
and a Courtier. * His Sprightlinefs of
‘Imagination is temper’d with Judg-
ment; and he is both a pleafant Wit,
.and a Man of Prudence. In thofe
Poems that have both the Ornaments
of Verfe, and the Eafinefs of Profe,
the Reader has excellent Direions
for wife Conduét of Life, and Rules
both how, to ftudy and judge the
Writings of others, and how to write
Things worthy of reading. If our

B4 . Author
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Author had undertaken an Epic Poems,
there is little Doubt but he had fuc-
ceeded : I am pleas’d with that fine.
Paffage, wherein he gallantly pleads
his Incapacity for Heroic Poetry in
lofty and heroic Lines :

e Cupidum, pater optime, vires

Deficiunt; neque enim quivis horrentia pilis-
‘Agmina, nec fracta pereuntes cufpide Gallos,.
Aut labentis equo defcribat vulnera Parthi *.

If we look into the chief Greek
and Roman Hiflorians and Orators,
we fhall find the fame Happinefs of
Genius, and incredible Diligence ; and
fhall equally admire their Prefe, and
the others Verfe,

To name Herodotus and Lruy ;.
whatever they treat of, either Affairs
of War and Peace, public or private,

j ) * Lib. 11 Satir. 1. v. 12. ¢e.

of
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of fmall or great Importance, they
do ‘it with complete Decorum and
Exactnefs. The Grecian had gain'd.
Experience by travelling over all his
own Country, Thrace, and Scythia
He travell’d likewife to Arabia, Pa-
Jefine, and Egypt, where he carefully
view'd the chief Curiofities, and moft
remarkable Places ; and convers’d
with the Egyptian Priefls, who in-
- form’d him of their ancient Hiffory,

and acquainted him with their Cuftoms
Sacred and Civil, Indeed he fpeaks
of their Religious Rights with fuch
Plainnefs and Clearnefs in fome Cafes,
and fuch Referve and Reverence in
others, Cthat I am apt to believe he
was initiated into their Ceremonies,
and confecrated a Prieff of fome of
their Orders *,

Thus, being acquainted with the
moft famous Countries, and valuable

—

* SeeHerodot. Gale’s Edition, lib.ii. £ 3. p.gv.
&&.65. p.114. fe&.171. p.156.

B Things,
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*Things, and knowing the moft con-
fiderable Perfons of the Age, he ap-
plyd himfelf to write the Hiftory of
the Greeks and Barbarians; and per-
form’d the noble Work with that
Judgment, Faithfulnefs, and Elo-
quence, that gain’d him the Appro-
bation and Applaufe of the moft auguff
Affembly in the World at that time ;
the Flower of all Greece, met together
at the Olympic: Games.

His I-f;f’cory opens to the Reader
all the Antiquities of Greece, and gives
Light to all her Authors. |

We don’t find that Livy had tra-
velld much, or been employ'd in.
military Affairs; yet what he mighc
want in Experience, was happily fup-
ply’d by wonderful Parts and Elo-

uvence ; by fevere Study, and unwea-
ry’'d Endeavours after Knowledge and
Information : So that Lie defctibes all’
the Countries, Towns, Seas, and Ports,
whither the Roman Legionsand Navies
came, with near the fame Accuracy.
and Perfection, (if poflible) which he

' LR could
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could any Place in Italy; lays a Siege,
draws up an Army with Skill and
Condu& fcarce inferior to Czfar him-
felf. Was there as much Charm in
the Converfation of this extraordinary
Man, as there is in his Writings, the
Gentleman of Cales would not repent
of his long Journey, who came from
thence only to fee Livy, upon the
Fame of his incomparable Eloquence,
and other celebrated Abilities ; and we
have Reafon to believe he receiv’d
Satisfaction, becaufe, afterhehad feen:
Livy, and convers’d withhim, he had
no Curiofity to fee Rome, to which he
he was fo near; and which at that
time was, for its Magnificence and
Glories, one of the greateft Wonders:
* of the whole Earth.
 Thefe two Prinees of Greek and
Roman Hiffory tell a Story,” and make
up a Defcription, with inexpreffible
Grace; and fo delicately mix the great
.and little Circumftances, that there is
both the utmoft Dignity and Pleafure
in it LA v S .
B 6 The
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o

The Reader is always entertain’d

with an agreeable Variety both of

Matter and Style. And indeed every
Author, that expeéts to pleafe, muit
gratify his Reader with Variety. That
1s the univerfal Charm, which takes
with People of all Taftes and Com-~
plexions. ’Tis an Appetite planted in
us by the Author of our Being 5 and
is natural to an buman Soul, whofe
immenfe Defires nothing but an infi-
nite Good, and unexhaufted Pleafure,
can fully gratify.. The moft palata-
ble Difh becomes naufeaus, if it be
always fet before a Man: The moft

.- mufical and harmanious Nofestao often

and unfeafenably ftruck, grate the
Ear like the Jarring of the moft harth
and hateful Difeord.

Thefe Autbors, andthe reft of their
Spirit and Elevation, were fenfible of
this; and therefore you find a conti-
nual Change, and judicious Variation,
in their Style and Numbers.

" One Paflage appears to be learned,
and carefully labour’d ; an unftudy’d
o Eafinefs,
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Eafinefs, and becoming Negligence, -
runs thro’ the next. One Sentence -

turns quick and fhort; and another,
immediately following, runs into
longer Meafures, and fpreads itfelf
with a fort of elegant and beautiful
Luxuriancy. They feldom ufe many
Periods together confifting of the fame
Number of Members; nor are the
Members of their Periods of equal
Length, and exa Meafure, one with

anocher. ‘ B
The Refle@ions that are made by
thefe noble Writers upon the Condu&t
and Humours of Mankind, the In-
terefts of Cousts, and the Intrigues of
“Parties, are fo curious and infiruive,
fo true in their Subftance, and fo
taking and lively in the manner of
their Expreflion, that they fatisfy the
foundeft Judgment, and pleafe the
moft {prightly Imagination. From
thefe glorious Autfors we have In-
ftru&ion without the common For-
mality and Drinefs of Precept; and
receive the moft edifying Advice }iln
the
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the pleafing Way of Infinuation and
Surprize. : . \

§. 2. ANoTHER Excellency of the '
true Claffics is Per[picuity, and clear
Style ; which will excufe and cover
feveral Faults in an Author; but the
want of it is never to be aton’d by
any Pretence of Loftinefs, Caution;
or any Confideration whatever.

And this is the Effe& of a clear
Head, and vigorous Underftanding ;
of clofe and regular Thinking, and
the Diligence of fele® Reading.” A
Man fhould write with the fame De-
fign as he fpeaks, to be underftood
with Eafe, and to communicate his
Mind with Pleafure and Inftru&ion.
If we fele& Xenophon out of the other
Greek Claffics, whether he writes of
the Management of Family-affairs,
or the more arduous Matters of State
and Policy; whether he gives an Ac-
count of the Wars of the Grecians,
or the Morals of Socrates; the Style, .
tho’ fo far vary’d, as to be’ fuitablé

to

[ —

~
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to every Subje&, yet is always clear
and fignificant, fweet without Lufci-*
oufnefs, and elégantly eafy.

In this genteel Author we have all
the Politenefs of a ftudy’d Compofi-
tion ; and yet all the Freedom and
winning Familiarity of "elegant Con-
verfation. '

HereI cannot but particularly men-
tion Xenophon’s Sympofium, wherein
he has given us an eafy and beautiful
Defcription of a very lively and de-
lightful Converfation. The Pleafant
and Serious are thete fo happily mix’d
and temper’d, that, the Dilcourfe fs
neither too light for the Grave, nor
too folemn for the Gay. There’s
Mirth with Dignity. and Decorum
and Pbilgfophy attended’ dnd enliven'd
by all the Graces. ~ " -

If among the Latin Clafics we
~name Tully, upon every Subje&t he
equally fhews the Strength of his
Reafon, and the Brightnefs of his
Style. Whether he addrefles his
Friend in the moft graceful Negli-

v . gence



30 A New Introduétion

gence of a familiar Letter, or moves
his Auditors with labour’d Periods,
and paffionate Strains of manly Ora-
tory; whether he proves the Majefty
of God, and Immortality of buman

Souls, ina more fublime and pompous

Eloquence, or lays down the Rules

of Prudence and Virwe in" a' more,
calm and even way of Writing ; he

always exprefles good Senfe in pure’
and proper Language: He is learned

and eafy, richly plain, and neat with-

out AffeGtation. He is always copi-

ous, butnever runs into a faulty Luxu- -
riance, nor tires his Reader ; And,

tho’ he fays almoft every thing that

can be faid upon his Subjeé, yet

yow’'ll fcarce ever think he fays too

much. Butthis Partof his Charaier,

tho’ juft, may look like a Digreffion.

I pafs on.

Thofe few Obfcurities, which are
in the beft Authors, do not proceed
from Hafte and Confufion of Thought,
or ambiguous Expreflions, fromalong
Croud of Parentbefes, or perplex'd

Periods;
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Periods ; but either the Places con-
tinue the fame as they were in the
Original, and are not intelligible to.
us only by reafon of our Ignorance
of fome Cuftoms of thofe Fimes and:
Countries ; or the Paffages are alter'd
and fpoil’d by the Prefumption and
bufy Impertinence of foolith Tranf-
cribers, and conceited Critics:  Which
plainly appears from this, that fince
we have had more accurate Accounts;
of the Greek and Roman Antiquities,
and old Manufripts have been
fearch’d and compar’d by able and.
diligent Hands, innumerable Errors
have been rectify’d, and Corruptions,
which had crept into the Text, purg’d
out: A various Reading happily
difcover’d, the Removal of a Verfe,
or a Point of Diftin&ion, out of the
wrong into the right Place, or the
adding a fmall Mark where it was
left out, has given clear Light to
many Paffages, which for .Ages had
lain overfpread with 'an Error, that
bad obfcurd the Senfe of the

g C Author,
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Author, and quite confounded all the
Commentators. The latter Part of
the thirty-fecond Verfe of the Hymn
of Callimachus on Apollo was in the
firft Editions thus, Tig @v deea ®oiBovw
didei; Who can fing of Phoeebus 772
the Mountains?2 Which was neither
Senfe of itfelf, nor had any Con-
neGtion with what went before.
But Stephens’s Amendment of it fet
right both the Senfe and the Con-
nection, without altering a Letter ;
Tl av & fz BoiBov deadai 3 Pheebus 7s
an unexbaufled Subfet of Praife s
among all his glorious Qualifications
and Exploits, what Poet can be fo
dull, what Wit {o barren, as:to
want Materials for an Hymn to his
Honour? In the fourth Verfe of the
eleventh Epigram of Theocritus,
there wanted a little Point in the
Word: 6ur03erns, which took off all

" the Sprightlinefs and Turn of the

Thought ; which Daniel Heinfius
luckily reftor’d by changing the Nom.
Sing. ¥uvodern;, into the Das. Plur.

‘ U unee
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Suwditys. The Friends of Eufthenes
the Poet gave bim, tho a Stranger,
an- bonourable Burial in. a foreign
Country ;- and .the Roet was extremely
belov'd .by. ’em. - How flat: and in-
fipid ! According to the Amendment
it rons: thus : The Acquaintance of
“Eutthenes bury’d bim honourably, tho'
in a. foreign Country, and he was ex-
tremely bekov'd by -bis Brother Poets
themfelves. For a Man to be mighti-
ly honour'd by’ Strangers, and ex-
tremely belov’d by People of the
fame Profeflion, who are apt to ma-
lign and.envy ane another, is a very

high Commendation of his Candour, .

and excellent Temper. That very
valuable Amendment in the fixth Line
of Horace's Preface to” his Odes, has
‘clear’d a Difficulty, which none of
the Critics could handfomly acquic
‘themfelves of before the admirable
Dr. Bentley; and has refcu’d the Poet,
eminent for the Clearnefs of his Style,
from the Imputation of Harfhnefs
and Obfcurity in the very Bcginning(i
‘ an
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and firft Addrefs to his Reader ;
where peculiar Care and Accuracy is
expected. It would be endlefs to
mention the numerous Places. in the
Ancients happily reftor'd and illu-~
ftrated by that Great Man ; who is.
not only a found and difcerning Cri-
tic, but a clean and vigorous Writer,
excellently fkill'd in.all divine and
human Literature : To whom alk
Seholars are oblig'd for his learned:
Performances upon the Claffics ; and:
all Mankind for his noble and glorious.
Defence of Religiom. 'The learned
Meurfius was. ftrangely: puzzled with
a Paflage in Msnutius Felix *; and:
alter’d the Text with fiach. intolerable:
Boldnefs, as, if allow’d, would foon.
pervert and deftroy all good Autbors;
which the ingenious Editer of that
Father has cleard, by putting the
Points. of Diftinéion in their proper
Places. Reges tantum regni fui, per

* Min. Felix, Camb. Edit, &y Davis, §.33. p.163-
Not. 7. .
oficia
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officia minifirorum,” univerfa novere.
eurfus had di(guisd and deform’d
the Paflage thus: Reges flatum regni
Jui per officia mimifirorum diverfa
novere. Dr. Bentley ‘has made a
certain Emendation in Horace’s Art
of Peetry, only by altering the Places
of two Lines, making that which
was the forty-fixth in the common
Books, the forty-fifth in his own
beautiful Edstion,

§. 3. ANoTHERvaluable Advantage
which the chief Glgfics had, was,
that moft of them were placed in
profperousand plentiful Circumftances
of Life, rais’d above anxious Cares,
Want, and abje& Dependence. Thay
were Perfons of Quality and Fortune,
Courtiers and Statefmen, great Tra-
vellers, and Generals of Armies, pof-
fefs’d of the higheft Dignities and
Pofts of Peace and War., Their
Riches and Plenty furnifh’d them with
Leifureand Meansof Study; and their
Employments improvd them in

- Know-

4
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Koowledge- and Experience. ' How
lively muft they defttibe thofe Couna
tries, and remarkablé¢ Places, which
they had attentively view'd witk their
own :Eyes | Whar faithful and em-
phatical Relations were they ‘endbled
to make of ‘thofe Countils, in which
they " prefided j of 'thofé A&ions, in
which they were prefent, and com-.
manded! -
Herodotus, the Father -of Hiffory,
befides the Advantages of his Travels,

and general Knowledge, ‘was £o-con- |

fiderable'in Power and Intereft, that
he bore a chief'Part in expelling the

Tyrant Lygdamss, who had ufurp’d-

upon - the Liberties of his native
Country. - l
Thucydides and ' Xenophon were of
diftinguifh’d Eminence and Abilities,
both in Civil and Military Affairs;
were rich and noble ; had ftrong
Parts, and a careful Education, ‘in
“their Youth, completed by fevere Stu-
dy in their advanc’d Years: In fhort,
they had all the Advantages and Ac-
' com-

4
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complithments both of the retir'd and
acive Life. o

Sophocles bore great Offices in
Athens ; led their Armies ; and in
Strength of Parts, and Noblenefs of
Thought and Expreffion, was not
unequal to hisCollegue Pericles; who
by his commanding Wifdom-and Elo-
quence influenc’d all Greece, and was
faid to tbumder and lighten in hi:
Harangues. ‘

Euripides, famous for the Purity of
the Attic Style, and his' Power in
moving the Paffions, efpecially the
fofter ones of Grief and' Pity, was
invited to, and generoufly entertain’d
in the Court of Archelaus King of
Macedon. . The Smoothnefs of his
Compofition, his Excellency in Dria-
matic Poetry, the Soundnefs of his
Morals, convey’d in the fweeteft
Numbers, were fo univerfally admir’d,
and his Glory fo far {pread, that the
Athenians, who were taken Prifoners
in the fatal Overthrow under Nicias,
were preferv'd from perpetual Exile

and
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and Ruin, by the aftonithing Refpects
that the Sici/ians, Enemies and Stran=
gers, paid to the Wit and Fame of
their- illuftrious Countryman. As
many as could repeat any of Euripi-
des’s Verfes, were rewarded with their
Liberty, and generoufly fent home
with Marks of Honour. _
Plato, by his Father’s fide, {prung
- from Codrus, the celebrated King of
Athens 5 and by his Mother’s from
Solon, their no lefs celebrated Law-
giver. To gain Experience, and in-
large his Knowledge, he travell'd in-
to ltaly, Sicily, and Egypt. He was
courted and honour’d by the greateft
Men of the Age wherein he livid ;
and will be ftudy’d and admird by
Men of Tafte and Judgment in all
fucceeding Ages. In his Works are
ineftimable Treafures of the beft
Learning. In fhort, as a learned
Gentleman fays, he writ with all the
Strength of human Reafon, and all
the Charm of human Eloquence.

Ana=

- ey
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Anacreon liv'd familiarly with Po-
Yycrates King of Samos; and his
{prightly Mufe, naturally flowing with
innumerable Pleafures and Graces,
muft improve in Delicacy and Sweet-
nefs by the Gaiety and refin’d -Conver-
fation of that flourithing Court.

The bold and exalted Genius of
Pindar was encourag’d and heighten’d
by the Honours he receiv’d from the
Champions and Princes of his Age;
and his Converfation with the Heroes
qualify’d him to fing their Praifes
with more Advantage. 'The Conque-
rors at the Olympic Games fcarce valu’d
their Garlands of Honour, and Wreaths
of Victory, if they were not crown’d
* with his never-fading Laurels, and
immortaliz’d by his celeftial Song.
The noble Hiero of Syracufe was his
generous Friend and Patron; and the
moft powerful and polite State of all
Greece efteem’d a Line of his, in
Praife of their glorious Crty, worth
public Acknowledgments, and a Sta-
e, Moft of the genuine and valuable

. C ‘Latin
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Latin Claffics had the fame Advan-
tages of Fortune, and improving
Converfation, the fame Encourage-
ments with thefe and the other cele-

brated Grecians. :
Terence gain’d fuch a wonderful
Infight into the Chara&ters and Man-
ners of Mankind, fuch an clegant
Choice of Words, and Fluency of
Style, fuch Judgment in the Condu&
of his Plot, and fuch delicate and
charming Turns, chiefly by the Con-
verfation of Scipio and Lelius, the
greateft Men and moft refin’d Wits
of their Age. So much did this judi-
cious Writer, and clean Scholar, im-
prove by his diligent Application to
Study, and their genteel and learned
Converfation; thatit wascharg’d upon
him by thofe who envy’'d his fuperior
Excellencies, that he publifh’d their
Compofitions under his own Name.
His Enemies had a mind that the
World fhould believe thofe Nobfemen
wrote his Plays, but fcarce believ'd it
themfelves: And the Poet very pru-
dently
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dently and genteelly flighted their
Malice, and made his great Patrons
the fineft Compliment in the World,
by efteeming the Accufation as an
Honour, rather than making any for-
mal Defence againft it *,

Salluf}, fo famous for his neat ex-
preflive Brevity, and quick Turns,
for Truth of Fa&, and Clearnefs of
Style, for the Accuracy of his Cha-
raters, and his piercing View into
the Myfteries of Policy, and Motives
of Action, cultivated hisrich Abilities,
and made his acquird Learning fo
ufeful tothe World, and fo honourable
to himfelf, by bearing the chief Offices
in the Roman Government; and fharing
in the important Counfels and Debates
of the Senate.

Cefar had a prodigious Wit, and
univerfal Learning ; was noble by
Birth, a confummate Statefman, a
brave and wife General, and a moft
heroic Prince. His Prudence and

* Ses Prologue to Adclphi, v.v 1§ mse——2,
. C2  Modefty

’
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Modefty in fpeaking of himfelf, the
Truth and Clearnefs of his Defcrip-
tions, the inimitable Purity and Per-
fpicuity of his Style, diftinguifh him
‘with Advantage from all other Writers.
None bears a nearer Refemblance to
him in more Inftances than the admi-
-rable Xenophon. What ufeful and
entertaining Accounts might reafon-
ably be expected from fuch a W7riter,
who gives you the Geoggraphy and
Hiftory of thofe Countries and Nations,
which he himfelf conquer’d, and the
Defcriptions of thofe military Engines,
Bridges, and Encampments, which
he himfelf contriv’d and mark’d out?
The beft Authors in the Reign of
Auguflus, as Horace, Virgil, Tibullus,
Propertius, &c. enjoy’dhappyTimes,
and plentiful Circumftances. That
was the Golden Age of Learning.
They flourith’d under the Favours
and Bounty of the richeft and moft
generous Court in the World ; and
the Beams of Majefly {hone bright
and propitious on them, |
- What
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What could be too great to expect -
from fuch Poets as Horace and Virgil,
belov’d and magnificently encourag’d
by fuch Patrons-as Mecenas and
Auguftus 2 |

ﬁ chief Reafon why Tacitus writes
with fuch Skill and Authority, that
he makes. fuch deep Searches into the
Nature' of Things, and Defigns of
Men, that he fo exquifitely under-
ftands the Secrets and Intrigues of
Courts, was, that he himfelf was ad-
mitted- into the higheft Places of
Truft, and employ’d in the- moft'
public and important Affairs. The
Statefman brightens the Scholar, and:
the Conful improves and elevates the
Hiftorsan.

§. 4.- TuE Adncients are peculiarly’
to be. admired for their Care and
happy Exa@nefs in feleting out the’
nobleft and moft valuable Numbers,

‘upon which the Force and Pleafantnefs-

of Style principally depend. A Dif-
courfe, confiftingmottof the ftrongeft!
C 3 Numbers,
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Numbers, and beft fort of Feet, fuch
as the Daélyl, Spondee, Anapeft, Mo-
lofs, Cretic, &c. regularly compa&ied,
ftands firm and fteady, and founds
‘magpificent, and agreeable to a judi-
cious Ear, But a Difcourfe made up
of the weakeft Numbers, and the worft
fort of Feet, fuch as the Pyrrbickee,
Choree, Trochee, &c. is loofe and
languid, and not capable with fuch
Advantage to exprefs manly Senfe.
It cannot be pronounc’d with Eafe,
nor heard with Patience. The Peri-
ads of the Claffics are generally com-
' R«f)s’d of the major Part of the nobleft

umbers 3 and when they are forc'd
to ufe weaker and worfe-founding
Feet and Meafures, they fo carefully
temper and ftrengthen ‘em with firm
and nervous Syllables on both fides,
that the Imperfe&ion is cover'd, and
the Dignity of the Sentence preferv'd
and fupported.

§. 5. ANOTHER Excellency, nearly
ally’d to this in thefe glarious #riters, -
is
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is their fuiting the Contexture of
their Difcourfe, and the Sound ot
their Syllables, to the Natwre and
Chara&er of their Subje@s. That is,
they fo contrive and work their Com-
pofition, that the Sound fhall be a
Refemblance, or, as Longinus fays,
an Echo of the Senfe, and Words
Jively PiQures of Things. In de-
fcribing the Lovelinefs of Beauty, and
the Charms of Joy and Gaicty, they
avoid difagreeable Elifions; do not
make the Difcourfe harfh by joining
Mutes, and coupling Letters, that,
being united, make a diftafteful and
grating Sound. But by the Choice
of the beft Vowels, and the iweeteit
Half-vowels, the whole Compofition
is made fmooth and delicate ; and
glides with Eafinefs and Pleafure thro”
the Ear. . :

In defcribing of a Thing or Perfon
full of Terror, Ruggednefs, or De-
formity, they ufe the worft-founding
Vowels; and encumber the Syllables
with Mutes of the rougheft and moft:

C4 - difficult:
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difficult Pronunciation. The Rufh-
ing of ‘Land-floods, the Roaring of
huge Waters, and the Dathing of
Waves againft the Shores, is imitated
by Words that make a vaft and boi-
fterous Sound, and rudely clath to-
gether. . ,

The great Plato, who had a Ge-
nius for all manner of Learning, was
difcourag’d from Poetry by reading
that Verfe in Homer, which {fo won-
derfully exprefles the Roaring of the
Billows, - :

4 H;id'yeg Colway Ipw).oyé”“ dAd {f@ *. .

Hafte and Swiftnes is figurd by
fhort Syllables, by quick and rapid
Numbers ; Stownefs, Gravity, &e.
by long Syllables, and Numbers ftrong
and folemn. I thall produce fome
Inftances, and fpeak to them juft as
they come into my Thoughts, with~
out any Nicety of Method. Firgi,

* Riad. 17, v~265,

-

~- in




to the CLASSICS. 4%
in his Account of the Sufferings of"
wicked Souls in the Regions of Pu-
nifhment, . fills the Reader with Dread.
and Amazement; every Syllable founds-
"Terror; Awe and Aftonithment ac-—

company his majeftic Numbers. *Ind
that Paffage,

i T'ury’ fieva fonare

Verbera, tum ftridor ferri, tracteq; catenz,”

the hiffing Letter repeated-with broad =
founding Vowels immediately follow~~
ing, the Force and Roughnefs of the
canine Letter {o often us’d, and thofe
ftrong Syllables in'the fecond, third, .
and fourth Places; emphatically ex- -
prefs thofe dreadful Sounds. A Man -
of an Ear will, upon the Repetition
of them, be apt to fanfy he hears thg -
Crack of the Furies Whips, and the -
Rattling'and Clank of infernal Chains. -
Thofe harfh Elifions, and heavy robuft
Syllables in that Defcription. of the -

* @gxcid‘. 6. v.558, e e
: Cs hideous
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hideous Cyclops, Monfirum borrendurn,
~ informe, ingens, naturally exprefs the
enormous Bulk, and brutith Fierce-
nefs of that mif-fhapcn and horrid
Montter.

Our Spencer, one of the beft Poets
this Nation has bred, and whofe Faults
are not to be lmputcd cither to want
of Genius or Care, but to the Age he
livd in, was very happy and judicious
in- the Choice of his Numbers: Of
which take this Example, not alto-
gether foreign or unparallel to that of
¥irgs/ juft mention'd ;

o He heard a dreadful Sound,
Which thro’ the Wood loud-bellowing did re-
bound. ‘

And then,

His monftrous Epemy
With fturdy Steps came ftalking in his Sigbt,
An hideous Giaws, borrible and high. *

" Qm.f Thofe
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Thofe Verfes in the firft Georgic,

Ter funt conati imponere Pelio Offam
Scilicet, atg; Off« frondofum involvere Olyme.

pwm*,

are contrivd with great Art to repre-
fent the prodigious Pains the Grants
took in heaping Mountains upon
Mountains to fcale Heaven, and the
Blownefs of their Progrefs in thac
unwieldy Work.

For a Vowel open before a Vowel,
makes a Chafm, and requiresa ftron
and full Breath; therefore a Paut%
muft follow, which naturally exprefles
Difficulty and Oppofition. :

But when Swiftnefs and Speed dre.

‘%0 be defcrib’d, fee how the fame

wonderful Man. varies his Numbers,,

and ftill fuits his Verfe to his Subs-
jeal -

*'Georg. 1. v. 181,

c6 Qu-
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Quadrupedante putrem fonitu quatit ungufa
campum.

Here the rapid Numbers, and fhort -

Syllables, {uftain’d with ftrong Vow-
]y admirably reprefent both the Vi-
gour and Speed of a Horfe at full
Stretch. fcoyring oler the Plain.,

When Horace fings of Mirth, Beau~
ty, and other -Subjes, that require
Delicacy and Sweetnefs of Compofi-
tion, he fmooths his Lines with foft
' Syllables, and flows in gay and melt--
ing Numbers. Scarce any Reader is
fo much a Szic, but, .good Humour
fteals upon him ; and he reads with
‘fomething of the “Temper which the
Author was in when he wrote. . How -
inexpreflibly fweet are thofe neax
Lines! .- s

Ut mie Gljeer nitor

Splendentis Pario marmore purius:

Unt grata protervms,

Et vultus nimium lubricus afpici. '
: p Innu-
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Innumerable Beauties of this Nature
are fcatter'd thro’ his Lyric Poetry.
But when he undertakes lofty and
nobleSubje@s, he raifes his Style, and
ftrenthens his Expreffion. For Ex-
ample, when he propofes-to do Ho-
nour to Pindar, and fing the Glories
of Augufius, he reaches the Grecian’s
nobleft Flights, has all his- Magnifi
cence of Thought, his Strength of
Fancy, and daring Liberty of Fi-
gures. :

The Roman Swan foars as high as
the Theban : -He equals that com-
manding Spirit, thofe awful and vi-
gorous Beauties, which he generoufly
pronounces inimitable ; and praifes
both his immortal Predeceffor in Lyric
Poetry, and his Royal Benefaltor,
with as much Grandeur, and exalted
Eloquence, as ever Pindar praisd
any of his Heroes. '

"Tis a-juft Obfervation of Longinus,
That tho'. Homer and Virgil are
chiefly” confin'd "to the Daéyl and
Spondee, and rarely ufe even any equi-

: ' valent
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valent Feet, yet they temper them
together with fuch aftonithing Skill
and Diligence, fo carefully vary their
Syllables, and adapt their Sounds to
the Nature of the Thing defcribd,

that in their Poems -there is all the

harmonious Change and Variety of
Numbers, which can be compos’d by
all the poflible Turns, and different
Pofition of all the Feet in the Lan-
guages. _

I fhall add no more of my own.
upon this Head, but conclude with
thofe curious and judicious Lines of
Mr . P offo N

"Tis not enough, no Harfhnefs gives Offence ;
The Sound muft feem an Echo to the Senée.
Soft is the Strain, when Zephyr gently blows 5
And the fmooth Stream in finoother Numbers
flows : '
But when loud Surges lath the founding Shore,
The hoarfe rough Verfe thould like the Tosrent
¥oar.
' When

[
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When Ajax ftrives fome Rock’s vat Weight

to throw, , .
The Line too labours, and the Words move
flow:
Not fo, when {wift Camilla {cours the Plain,
Flies o’er th’unbending Corn, and skims along .
the Main *.

§. 6. A Reader of fuch Autkors can
fcarce ever be weary; he has the Ad-
vantage of a Traveller for many Miles
round Damafcus ; he never removes
out of Paradifé, but is regal’d with a
conftant Succeflion of Pleafures, and
enjoys in a fmall Compafs the Bounty
and Gaiety of univerfal Nature. From
hence may be feen the Injuftice and
Folly of thofe People, who would
have Tranflations of the Claffics; and
then, to fave the Trouble of learning
Greek and Latin, throw away the
great Originals to Duft and Oblivion,

.

3 Zﬁ]”'CriﬁtW, P3g~ 2Q. uit. ;i I
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T would indeed have all the Clafics:

turn’d into our Language by the moft
mafterly. Hands, (as we already have
fome) among other Reafons, for this,

* that ingenious and inquifitive: People, -
who ‘have th¢ Misfortune not. to-be..
‘well acquainted . with. the learned:
Tongues, may have fome Tafte of -

their Excellencies. Ignorant Perfons,

who know nothing of their Language, .

wouldfoon be perfuaded to believe;
and fhallow Pretenders, who know
nothing of their Beauties, would
boldly pronounce, that fomé Tran/z
lations we have go beyond the Origi-
nals; while Scholars of clear and found
Judgment are well fatisfy’d, that *tis
impofiible any Zerfion' thould come
up to them., A Tranflation of ‘the
noblé Claffics out of 'their’ native
Tongues, {0 much in many refpects
inferior to them, always more or lefs
flattens their Senfe, and tarnithes their
‘Beauties. ’Tis fomething like tranf
planting a precious Tree out of the
warm and fruitful Climes in :which.

it .
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it was produc’d, into a cold and bar-
ren Country: With much Care and
"T'endernefs it may live, bloflom, and
bear; but it can never fo chearfully
flourith, as in its native Soil; it wilk’
degenerate, and lofe much of its de-
liciousFlavour, andoriginal Richnefs.
And befides the weakening of the
Senfe, (tho’ that be by far the moft
important Confideration) Greek and
Latin-have fuch a noble Harmony of
Sound; fuch Force. and Dignity of
Numbers, and.fuch Delicacy of Turn.
in the Persods, that cannot intirely be,
preferv'd in any Language of the
World. Thefe two Languages are fo
peculiarly fufceptive of all the Graces
of Wit and Elocution, that they are
read with. more Pleafure, and lively.
Guft, and confequently ‘with more
Advantagc, than ‘the moft perfect
Tranflation that the ableft Gensus can
compofe, or the ftrongeft modern.
Language can bear. The Pleafure a .
Man takes in: reading, €ngages a clofe.

Attenuon, raifes and chears theSpiritss. -
and.
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and imprefles the Author’s Sentiments
and Expreflions deeper onthe Memory..
A Gentleman travels thro’ the fineft
Countries in the World, is in all re-
{pe&s qualify’d to make Obfervations,
and then writes a faithful and curious
Hiftory of his Travels. I can read
his Relations with Pleafure and Im-
provement, and will. pay him the
Praife due to his Merits; but muft
believe, that if I myfelf travell'd thro’
thofe Countries, and attentively view'd
and confider'd all thofe Curiofities of
Art and Nature which he defcribes,
I thould have a more fatisfattory Idea,
and higher Pleafure, than 'tis poffible
to receive from the exa&eft Accounts,
Authors of fuch diftinguifh’d Parts
and Perfe@ions cannot be ftudy’d by
a rational and difcerning Reader with-
out very valuable Advantages. Their
ftrong Senfe, and manly Thoughe,
cloath’d in the moft fignificant and
beautiful Language, will improve his
Reafon and Judgment ; and enable

“him to acquire the Art of genteel and
fenfible
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fenfible Writing. For ’tis a moft
abfurd Obje&tion, that the Clafiics do
not improve your Reafon, nor inlarge
your Knowledge of ufeful Things ;
but only amufe and divert you with
artificial Turns of Words, and Flou-
rithes of Rbetoric. Let but a Man of

Capacity read a few Lines in Plato,

Demofthenes, Tully, Sallufpt, Fuvenal,

&ec. and he will immediately difcover

all fuch Objections either to proceed

from Ignorance, adeprav’d Tafte, or

inrolerable Conceit. The Clta{ic:

-are intimately acquainted with thofe
Things they undertake to treat of ;

and explain and adorn their Subje&t

with found Reafoning, exa&@ Difpofi-

tion, and beautiful Propriety of Lan-

guage. No Man in his ri%:t Mind

would have People to ftudy them with

Negle@ and Exclufion of other Parts

of ufeful Knowledge, and good Learn-

ing. No, let a Man furnith himfelf

with all the Ar#s and Sciences, thae

he has either Capacity or Opportunity

to learn; and he will ftill find, l{h“

, ca-
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Readinefs and Skill in thefe correct”
and rational Authors is not the leaft-
ornamental or ferviceable Part of his:
Attainments. The Neatnefs and’
Delicacy of their Compofitions will’
be Refrethment and Mulfic, after the-
Toils of feverer and harfher Studies.’
The Brightnefs of their Senfe, and:
the Purity and Elegance of their Dic-
tion, will qualify moft People, who-
duly admire and ftudy their Excellen-
cies, to communicate their Thoughts:
with Energy and Clearnefs. Some-

- Gentlemen, deeply read in old Syftems:

of Philofophy, and the abftrufer Part’
of Learning, for want of a fufficiént-
Acquaintance with thefe great Maflers
of Style and Politenefs, have not been
able fo .to exprefs their Notions, as to
make their Labours fully intelligible
and. ufeful to Mankind. Irregular
broken Periods; long and frequent
Parenthefes, and harfh Tropes, have. .
perplex’d their Notions ;- and much-
of their Senfe has lain bury’d under -
the Confufion. and Rubbifh of an ob--

’ . fcure;
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fcure and horrid Style.  The brighteft
and moft rational Thoughts are ob-
fcur'd, and in a great meafure fpoil’d,
if they be encumber'd with obfolete
and coarfe Words unfkilfully plac’d,
and ungracefully turn’d. The match-
lefs Graces of fome fine Odes in Ana-
creon or Horace, do chiefly arife from
the judicious Choice of the beautiful
‘Words, and the Delicacy and Har-
monioufnefs of the Stru@ure.

§.7. BesipEs the other Advantages
of ftudying the Clafical Hifforians,
there is ome, which Gentlemen of
Birth and Fortune, qualify’d to ma-
nage public Bufinefs, and fit as Mem-
bers in the moft augufft Affembiies,
have a more confiderable Share in;
than People of meaner Condition,
The Speeches of the great Men among
the Greeks and Romans deferve thew
peculiar Study and Imitation, as -be-
ing Mafter-pieces of clear Reaﬁm'rzg,
and genuine Eloguence: The Orators

:
m
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in the Claffics fairly ftate their Cafe,
and ftrongly argue it: Their Remarks
are furprifing and pertinent, their
Repartees quick, and their Raillery
clear and diverting. They are bold
without Rathnefs or Infolence ; and
fevere with good Manners and De-
cency. They do Juftice to their
Subje@, and fpeak agreeably to the
Nature of Things,  and Chara&ers of
Perfons. Their Sentences are {pright-
ly, and their Morals found. In fhort,
no Part of the Compofitions of the
Ancients is more finifh’d, more inftru-
&ive and pleafing than their Orations.
Here they feem to exert their choiceft
Abilities, and colle the utmoft Force
of their Genius. Their whole Hjffs-
rses may be compard to a noble and
delicious Country, that lies under the
favourable Eye and perpetual Smiles
of the Heavens, and is every-where
crown'd with Pleafure and Plenty :
But their choice Defecriptions and
Speeches feem like fome peculiarly
fertile
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fertile and happy Spots of Ground in
that Country, on which Nasure has
pour’d out her Riches with a more
liberal Hand, and 4r¢ has made the
utmoft Improvements of her Bounty.
"They have taken fo much Pains, and
us’'d fuch Accuracy in the Speeches,
that the greater Pleafure they have
given the Reader, the more they have
expos’d themfelves to the Cenfure of
the Critic. 'The Orations are too
fublime and elaborate ; and thofe Per-
fons to whom they are afcrib’d, could
not at thofe times compofe or fpeak
them. 'Tis allow’d, that they might
not deliver themfelves in that exa®
Number and Colle¢tion of Words,
which the Hiflorigns have fo curi-
oufly laid together; but it can fearce
be deny’d, but the great Men in Hi-
Jflory had frequent Occafions of fpeak-
ing in public; and ’tis probable, that
many times they did aGtually {peak to
the fame purpofe. Fabius Maximus
and Scipro, Cefar and Cito; were
capable of making as good Spéeches

as

8
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as Lrvy or Salluf; and Pericles was
an Orator no ways inferior to Thucy-
dides. 'WhentheReafon ofthe Thing:
will allow that there was Time and
Room for Premeditation, there is no
queftion but many of thofe admirable
Men in Hiffory {poke as well as they
are reprefented by thofe able and elo-
quent Writers. But then the Hiffo-
rians putting the Speeches into their
own Style, and giving us thofe Ha-
. rangues in form, which we cannot
tell how they could comeat, trefpaffes
againft Probability, andthe ftri& Rules
of writing Hiffory. It hasalways been
allow’d to great Wits fometimes to
ftep out of the beaten Road, and to
- foar-out-of the View.of a heavy Scho-
liaft. To grant all that is in the
Objection ; the greateft Claffics were
liable'to human Infirmities and Errors;
and whenever-their forward Cenfurers
fhall fall into fuch Irregularities, and
commit fuch Faults join’'d to fuch
Excellencies, the learned World will
not only pardon, but admire them.
: e . . - » We
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‘We may fay of that celebrated Speech
of Marius in Salluff, and others that
are moft attacked upon this Foot, as
the Friends of Virg:l do in Excufe of
his offending againft Chronology in the
Story of Aneas and Dido; that had
there been no room for fuch little
Objettions, the World had wanted
fome of the moft charming and con-
fummate Produ@ions of human Wit.
‘Whoever made thofe noble Speeches
and Debates, they fo naturally arife
from the Pofture of Affairs, and Cir-
cumftances of the Times which the
Authors then defcribe, and are fo ra-
tional, fo patheticand becoming, that
the Pleafure and Inftruction of the
Reader is the fame. A complete Dif~
“fertation upon the Ufes and Beauties
of the chief Speeches in the Clafical
Hiftorians would be a Work of Cu-
riofity, that would require an able
Genius and fine Pen. I fhall juft
make fome fhort Stritures upon twos
one out of Thucydides, and the other
out of Tacitus, - '
D The
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The Funeral Oration made by Pe-

- ricles upon his brave Countrymen

who dy’d in Battle, is full of Prudence

. and manly Eloquence; of hearty Zeal -
for the Honour of his Country, and
wife Remarks. He does not lavith
away his Commendations, but renders
the Honours of the Szaze truly defire-

able, by fhewing theyare always con-
ferred with Judgment and Warinefs.
He praifes theDead in order to encou-
rage the Living to follow their Exam-
le; to which he propofes the ftrongeft
nducements in the moft moving and
lively manner ; from the Confideration
of the immortal Honours paid to the
Memory of the Deceas’d ; and the
generous Provifions made by the Go-
wvernment for the dear Perfons left be-
hind by thofe who fell in theirCountry’s
Caufe. He imputes the greateft Share
of the Merits of thofe gallant Men to
the Excellency of the Athenian Con-
ftitution ; which trained them up in
fuch regular Difcipline, and fecur'd to
them and their Defcendents fuch in-
valuable
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valuable Privileges, that no Man of
Senfe and Gratitude, of Public Spirit,
.and a Lover of his Children, would
fcruple to venture his Life to preferve
.them inviolable, and tranfmit them to
late Pofterity. The noble Orator in -
_this Speech gives an admirable Chara-
&er of his Countrymen the Azhen;-
ans. He reprefents them as brave,
with Confideration and Coolnefs; and
olite and genteel, without Effeminacy.
hey are, fays he, eafy to their Fellow-
citizens, and kind and communicative
to Strangers: They cultivate and im-
prove, all the Arts, and enjoy all the
Pleafures of Peace; and yet are never
furpriz'd at the Alarms, nor impatient
of the Toils and Fatigues of War.
They are generous to their Friends,
and terrible to their Enemies. They
ufe all the Liberty that can be defir’d
without Infolence or Licentioufnefs ;
and fear nothing but tran(grefling the
Laws *, .

* See Thucyd. Oxon. Ed. lib. 2. p. 103. .
D2 ucian’s
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Maucian's Speech in Tacitus * con-
tains many important Matters in a
fmall Compafs; and ina few clean and
emphatical Words goes thro’ the prin-
cipal Topics of Perfuafion. He prefies
and conjures Vefpafian to difpute the
Empire with Vitellius, by the Duty he
awes his bleeding Cauntry ; by the
Love he has for his hopeful Sons; by
the faireftProfpect of Succefsthat could
be hop’d for, if he once vigoroufly fet
upon that glorious Bufinefs; but if he
negleéied the prefent Opportunity, by
the difmal Appearance of the worft
Evils that could be feared, he encou-
rages him by the Number and Good-
nefs of his Forces, by the Intereft and
Steadinefs of his Friends; by the Vices
of his Rival, and his own Virtues.
Yet all the while this great Man com-
pliments Vefpafian, and pays him Ho-
nour, he is cautious not in the leaft
to diminifh his own Glory: If he

b Tacit. Elzevir. Ed. 1634. HiRt. 2. p. 581, 58y,
readily

J
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readily allows him the firft Rank of
Merit, he brifkly claims the fecond tor
himéelt. Never were Liberty and.
Complaifance of Speech more happily
mix'd; he conveys found Exhorta-
tion in Praife ; and at the fame time
fays very bold and very obliging
Things, In fhort, hef{peaks with the
Bravery of a So/dier, and the Freedom
of a Fréiend: In his Addrefs there is
the Air and the Gracefulnefs of an
accomplifh’d Courtier ; in his Advice,
the Sagacity and Caution of a con~
fummate Statefman.

§. 8. ANoTHER great Advantage of.
ftudying the Clafics is, that from a
few of thc beft of them may bedrawn
a good Syftem and beautiful Collec-
tion of found Morals. There the
Precepts of a virtuous and happy
Life are fer off in the Light and
Gracefulnefs of clear and moving Ex-
preflion ; and Eloguence is meritori-
oufly employcd in vindicating and
adorning Religion. 'This makes deep

D 3 Im-
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Impreffions on the Minds of young -~ |
Gentlemen, and charms them with
the Love of Goodnefs fo engagingly
drefs'd, and fo beautifully commend-
ed. The Offices, Cato Major, Tu/-
culan RQueftions, &c. of Tully want
not much of Epiétetus and Antonine
in Morality, and are much fuperior
in Language. Pindar writes in an
exalted Strain of Piety as well as
Poetry 5 he carefully wipes off the
Afperfions that old Fables had thrown
on the Deities; and never fpeaks
of Things or Perfons facted, but with
the tendereft Caution and Reverence,
He praifes Virtue and Religion with
a generous Warmth ;5 and fpeaks of its
eternal Rewards with a pious Affure-
ance. A notable Critic has obferv'd,
to the perpetual Scandal of this Poez,
that his chief, if not only Excellen-
cy, lies in his moral Sentences. In-
deed Pindar is a great Mafter of this
Excellency, for which all Men of
Senfe will admire him; and at the

fame time be aftonifh’d at that Man'’s -
- ‘ Honetfty
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Honefty who flights fuch an Excellen-
cy ; and that Mans Underftanding,
who cannot difcover many more Ex-
cellencies in him. | rcmcmber, in one
of his Olympic Odes, in a noble Con-
fidence of his own Genius, and a juft
Contempt of his vile and malicious Ad-
verfaries, ‘he compares himfelf to an
Eagle, and them to Crows: And in-

deed he foars far above the Reach and
out of the View of noify fluttering Ca-

villers. The famous Greek Profeflor

Dugort has made an entertaining and

ufefulColle&ion of Homer’sDivine and

MoralSayings, and has with great Dex-

terity compar’d them with parallel Paf-

fai es out of the infpir'd Writers*. By

ich itappears, thatthere is no Book

in the World fo like the Style of the

Holy Bible as Homer. The noble Hi-
Jlorians abound with moral Refle&tions
upon the Condu@ of human Life;
and powerfully inftru& both by Pre-

* Gnomologia Homerica, Cantab. 1660.

D 4 ~ cepts
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ceptsand Examples. They paint Vice
and Villainy in horrid Coleurs; and
employ all theirReafonand Eloquence
to pay due Honours to Virtue, and
render undiffembled Goodnefs amiable
in the Eye of Mankind. They exprefs
a true Reverence for the eftablifh’d
Religion, and a hearty Concern for
the profperous State of their native
Country. Xenophon’s memorable Things
of Socrates is a very inftru&ive and
refin’d Syftem of Morality ; it goes
thro’ all Points of Duty to God and
Man, with -great Clearnefs of Senfe
and found ion, and with inex-
effible Simplicity and Purity of
Eangu e. 'The great Socrates there
difcourfes in fuch a manner, as ismoft
proper to engage and perfuade all Sorts
of Readers: He argues with the Rea-
fon of a Philsfopher; dire&ts with the
Authority of a Lawgiver, and ad-
drefles with the Familiarities and En-
dearments of a Friend.
He made as many Improvements
in true Morality, as could be malc,!e
by

i
;
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by the unaffifted Strength of buman
Reafon 5 nay, he delivers himfelf in
fome Placesas if he was inlighten’d by:
a Ray from Heaven. In one of Plate's.
divine Dialogues, * Socrates utters 8
furprifing Prophecy of a dsvine Per/on,.
a true Friend and Lover of humaa:
Nature, who was to come into the.
World to inftru¢t them in the moft
acceptable Way of addrefling their
Prayers to the Majefty of God.-

I don’t wonder when I hear-that:
fome Prelates- of the Church have re-
commended the ferious Study of Fu--
venal’s moral Parts to their Clergy.
That manly and vigorous Autbor, fo:
perfet a Mafter in the feriows and
fublime way of Satire,. is. not upac--
quainted with any of the Excellencies
of good W'riting ; but is efpecially to
be admir’d and valu’d for his exalted.
Morals. He difluades from Wickeds
nefs, and exborts to Goodnels, with

* Dialog. Scle@. Cantab. 1683. ad Alcibiad. p- 255
D g Vies
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‘Vehemence of Zeal that can fcarce be
diffembled, and Swrength of Reafon
that cannot eafily be refifted. He does
not praife Virtue,and condemn Vice, as
one has a favourable, and the other a
malignant Afpe& upon a Man’s For-
tune in this World only; but he efta-
blifhes the unalterable Diftinions of
Good and Ev:l; and builds his Doc-
trine upon the immovable Founda-
tions of God and infinite Providence.
His Morals are fuited to the Nature
and Dignity of an immortal Sou/;

and, like it, derive their Original from

Heaven. ‘ '

How found and ferviceable is that
wonderful Notion in the thirteenth
Satire, * That an inward Inclination
to do an ill Thing is criminal; that
a wicked Thought ftains the Mind
with Guilt, and expofes the Offender
to the Punithment of Heaven, tho’ it
never ripen into A&ion! A fuitable
Practice would effeGtually crufh the

* V. 208, dbe.
Serpent’s
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Serpent’s Head; and banifh a long
and black Train of Mifchiefs and Mi-
feries out of the World. What a Scene
of Horror does he difclofe, when in
~ the fame Satire * he opens to our
View the Wounds and Gathes of a
wicked Confcience! The guilty Reader
is not only terrify’d at the dreadful .
Cracks and Flathes of the Heavens,
but looks 'pale and trembles at the
Thunder and Lightning of the Poet’s
awful Verfe. 'The Notjon of true
Fortitude cannot be better ftated than
""tis in the eighth Safire+, where he
preflingly exhorts his Reader always
to prefer his Confcience and Principles
before his Life; and not to be re-
flrained from doing his Duty, or be
aw’d into a Compliance with a villain-
ous Propofal, even bythe Prefence and
Command of a barbarous Tyrant, or
the neareft Profpe@ of Death in all
the Circumftances of Cruelty and
Terror. Muft not a Profeffor of Chri-

* V, 192, &c. 210, &c. V. 79 to v. 85,
D6

Rianity -
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SfHianity be atham’d of himfelf for har—
bouring uncharitable and bloody Re-
fentments in his Breaft, when he
reads and confiders that invaluable
Paflage againft Revenge in the above-
mention’d thirteenth Sazire *? Where
he argues againft that fierce and fatal
Paffion, from the Ignorance and Lit-
tlenefs of that Mind which is poffefs’d
with it; from the Honour and Ge-
nerofity of paffing by and forgiving
Injuries ; from the Example of thofe
wife and mild Men Chryfippus and
Thales, and efpecially that of Socra-
tes, that undaunted Champion and
Martyr of Naturel Religion : Who
was fo great a Proficient in the beft
Pln'lojbpg , that he was affur’d his
malicious Profecutors and Murderers
could do him no hurt ; and had not
himfelf the leaft Inclination or rifing
Wifh to do them any; who dif-
coursd with that chearful Gravity
- and graceful Compofure a few Mo-

* V.85, ¢
ments
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ments before he was going to die,
if he had been going to take Poflef-
fion of a Kingdom ; and drank off
the poifonous Bow!/ as a Potion of
Immertality. '

Here I am aware, that upon this
Commendation of Fuvenal, an Ob-
je&tion will be made againft fome:
faulty Paflages; which I am fo far
from being able to defend, that I
think they are not fit to be mention’d.
Whence we may learn, that the great-
eft Beauties in the Pagan Morals are
mix'd with confiderable Blem:fbes ;
that they have no Syftem fo pure, but
fome 7%';,7: cleaves to it.

- Only the Cbriftian Inflitution fur-
nithes a fufficient and perfect Scheme
of Morality, in which there is not
the leaft Mixture of Vice or Folly,
nor the leaft Spot or Blemith to foil
4ts Purity. Semeca, Epicletus, Plu-
tarch, Antonine, &c. deliver diviner
Doltrines than the Moralifts before
them, becaufe they flourith’d in Times
that afforded better Advantages for the
Improve-
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Improvement of fuch Strudies.. The
Morals of the Gofpe/ had then en-
lighten’d and improv'd the World ;
the Philofopbers had learnt to fpeak in
the Language of St. Peter and St. Pau/ ;
and Pagan Theology had drefs’d herfelf
in many of the Ornaments of Chr:-
fianity.

I thall fubjoin to thefe few Exam-
ples of excellent Morality in the Cla/~
Jfics, an Obfervation which naturally
falls under this Head: And that is,
That the beft Claffics lay down very
valuable Rules for the Management
of Converfation, for graceful and pro-
per Addrefs to thofe Perfons with
whom we converfe. They inftruct
their Readers in the Methods of en-
gaging and preferving Friends; and -
reveal to them the frue Secret of
pleafing Mankind. This is a large
and agreeable Field, butI fhall confine
myfelf to a {mall Compafs.

While Tu/ly, under the Perfon of
Craffus, gives an Account of the
Word sneptus, or impertinent, he in-

finuates

LY
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finuates excellent Caution to prevent
a Man from rendering himfelf ridi-
culous and diftafteful to Company.
Thefe are his Words: “ He that
« either does not obferve the proper
¢« Time of a Thing, or fpeaks too
« much, or vain-glorioufly fets him-
« felf off, or has not a regard to the
<« Dignity or Intereft of thofe he con-
« verfes with, or, in a word, is.in
“« any kind indecent or exceflive, is
« call’d Impertinent.” That is ad-
mirable Advice in the third Book of
his Offices, for the prudent and grace-
ful Regulation of a Man’s Dijcourfe,
(which -has fo powerful an Influence
upon the Misfortune or Happinefs of -
Life) thatwe fhouldalwaysfpeak with
that Prudence, Candour, and undif-
fembled Complaifance, that the Per-
fons we addrefs may be perfuaded that
we both love and reverence them.

, For this Perfuafion fettled in theit
Minds, will fecure their F ricndfhip,
and create us the Plealure of their
mutal Love and Refpe&. Every
, judicious
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judicious Reader of Horace will allow

the Juftnefs of Sir William Temple’s

Charaé&er of him; That he was the

greateft Mafter of Life, and of troe
Senfe in the Condu& of it. Is it pof~

fible to eomprife better Advice in

fewer Lines than thofe of his to his.
Friend Lollius, which]I fhall give you.
in the Original?

Arcanum neque tu ftrutaberis ullius unquam
Commiffumque teges, & vino tortus & ira::
Nec tualaudabis ftudia, autaliema reprendes:
Nec, cum venarivoletille, poemata panges*..

Horace had an intimate Friendthip-
and Intereft with Men of the chief
Ruality and Diflinttion in the Empire:
Who then was fitter to lay down Rules.
how to approach the Great, and gain.
their Countenance and Patronage?

* Eor.Ep.18, L1, v.37.

This



t¢ the CLASSITS. 79

This great Man has a ‘geculia:
Talent of handfomly exprefling his
Gratitude to his noble Benefaélors :
He juft puts a due Value upon every
Favour, and in fhort manages thas
nice Subje@ of Praife with a manly
Grace, and irreproachable Decency.
How clean is that Addrefs to Auguflus
abfent from Rome, in the fifth Ode
of the fourth Book!

Lucem redde tux, dux bone, patrisc ;.
Inftar veris enim, vultus ubi tuns
Affulfic populo, gratior it dics,.

Ec foles melius nitent.

- Here are no forc’'d Figares, or un-
natural Rants; °tis all feafonable and
beautiful, poetical and literally true.

§. 9. THE facred Books themfelves
receive Illuftration from the Claffics,
which have numerous paraliel Places;
and inlarge upon many Cuftoms and
Practices to which they allude. h

e
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The learned St. Paul was well ac-
quainted with Heathen as well as
Fewifb Authors; and has inferted into
the boly Canon Quorations made from
the Greek Poets, Epimenides, Menan-
der, and Aratus. Nay, many Paf-
fages in this divine Author would lofe
the Beauty and Vigour of their Senfe,
and fome not be underftood at all,
without the Explications' of Pindar
and Plato, or fome other good
Writers 5 who give Accounts of the
painful Exercifes, long Preparations,
and cager Engagements of the Com-
batants, the folemn Sentences of the
Judges, the Proclamations of the He-
ralds,” and the Prizes of the Victors at
the Ifbmian and Olympic Games.
Qut of many, fee the Places below *,
that manifeftly refer to thofe famous
Games, and are not intelligible with-
out the Knowledge of the Solemnities

and Laws which were obferv’d at the’

Celebration of them.

* 1 Cor.ix. 24, &e. Phil.iii. 12, 13, 14. Heb. xiie

1,2,
But

- — e . em -

-
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But to go fomething farther upon
this Head: The Claffical and foreign
Authors not only illuftrate the facred
Writers, but they confirm their Truth,
and ftrengthen their Authority. Much
of the Heathen Theolsgy is derivd
from the Rites of the Fewifb Religion : .
The moft remarkable Stories of the
Bible lie under the Difguife of Pagan
Fables, and the Clgffical Hifforians
give Teftimony to the Veracity of
the Prophets. The Claffical and Sa-
cred Writers agree in their Accounts
of the Manners and Cufioms of the
Eaflern People. The nobleft Writers
of the Heathen World have borrow’d
many of their Notions from the facred
Philofophy of Mofes ; and enrich’d
their Works with the found Morals
and fublime Paffages of the infpir'd
Penmen. T have taken Pains to make’
a Colle@ion of thefe Matters; and
thall, without Formality, and Nice~
nels of Method, prefent my young
Cla#ml Scholar with fome felect
Paflages; feveral of which, I beti:ave.

N ve -
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have not been publifh’d before: By
which it may appear, that the Bib/e
is the moft excellent and ufeful Book
in the World; and to underftand its
Meaning, and difcover its Beauties,
’tis neceflary to be converfant in the
Greek and Latin Claffics. Homer's
Notion of his Gods defcending in hu-
man Shape to converfe with Mortals,,
and regulate Affairs betow, is copy’d
from God walking in Paradife, and
difcourfing with our Firf} Parents;
and from the Angel's vifiting Abrabam:
and Lot *; whence fupiter is by Owid
introduc’d thus fpeaking: ,

e Summo. dclabor Olympo;.

Et Deus humana luftro fub imagine terras.
The Calamities of Tirefias 4 and
others who faw the Gods in their
Privacies, arederiv’d from thofe awful-

- endhe

* Gen.xviii. 19 Heb.xii, 2. SeeHom.Od.p'.
v.485.
+ Callima. La. Pal. v. gg.

Paflages.
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Paflages which declare that no. Maa
can fee God and live *.

The antient Temple of Hercules at
Cales, a Colony of the Tyrians buile
before the Temple of Solomon, had all
its religious Rites performed after the
Cuftoms of the Fewifh Tabernacle.
It was not built of Stones, but Wood;
Swine were not fuffer’d to come near
it: Thofe who approach’d thefe holy
Rites were bare-footed, as Mofes was
before the burning Bufb ; wore Linen
Garments, and kept from their Wives
during the Courfe of their Miniftration
and Attendance : A perpetval Fire
burnt upon the Altar, and no Image
or Reprefentation of the Deity was
to be feen. _Arrian exprefly affirms
that religious Worfhip was performed
in this Temple after the Pbenician
Manner +. Plato, whom Numenius
the Pythagorean and Platonif} calls
the Attic Myfes, gives an Acoount of
the Creation from the Writings of M-

* Exod. xxxiii. 20. Judges xiii. 22. + Vid. Huctii
Demecaftrat. Evaagel. Paniftis 1697. p: 124.¢
Jes.

b 8
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Jés.  Ovid upon that Subje& exprefles
himfelf in the very Wards of the fz-
cred Text. What is his —— Rudss in-
digeflag; moles, but the Tobu Vabobu
of that famous Prophet 2 And is not
his — Finxit in effigiem moderantiim
cunita Deorum ---the fame as--- God
created Man in his own Image.

The Indian. Bracbmans and the
Grecian Philofophers agreed in this
Dod&rine, that all Things were origi-
nally-fathion’d and made out of Wa-
ter: Which comes up exactly to the
Account which the moft ancient-and
authentic Writer in the World gives
of its Creation. - The Spirit of God
moved upon the Face of the Waters+-.
The New Teflament Writers fay the
fame Thing, By the Word of God the
Heavens and the Earth were of old
compofed or conflituted of Water *,
Ariftotle frequently afferts Water to
be the Principle of all Things; and
indeed many of his Notions are very
agreeable to Mofes and the Prophets;

1' Gen- i. 2. _. 2 St Pct¢ ili. f.
which
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which might proceed partly from his
Perufal of the Writers of the Old Te-

ftament, partly from his Converfation
with a very wife and pious Few, who

came upon important Bufinefs to the

Court of Herminas, King of Atarna,

a City of Myfia, where Ariftotle liv'd

fome Years, having marry’d that

Prince’s Niece *.  The Dove that was

fent out of the Ar% to difcover the

Abatement of theWaters, is mention’d

by Plutarch in his Piece of the Saga-

city of Animals. From hence the

Heathens efteem’d a Dove to be an

‘ominous Bird ; and Apollonius + tells
us, that the Argonauts let loofe a

Dove out of their Ship, that by her

Flight they might make trial whether

they fhould have a happy Paffage
thro’ the Streights of the Symplegades.

‘Thofe who have undertaken to ex-

plain the Heathen Fables, tell us, that

Minos King ot Crete was the fame as

* SeePrideau Comneftion of O. and N. T.P. L.p. 47 5.
t Owvd &4 mpbods weAsdds wapicarde.  Apo.

Argon. 2. v. 318,
Mifes 5
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Mofes; which they prove by feveral
Refemblances and near Relations in
their Hiftory. The Mother of M7-
nes was a Phenician, and he is faid
to reign in Crete. Mofes was King
in Palefline, the Inhabitants of which
are in Hebrew called Gerethim, and
fometimes by the Greek Interpreters
Kpnires.

Thefe Expreflions in Homer* and
Horace4, that Minos difcours’d with

upiter, and was admitted to his Ca-
binet Councils, feem to be taken from
thofe wonderful Paflages in Scripture,
which acquaint us that Mofes con-
versd with God in the boly Mount
and that his infinite Majefly {poke to
that highly favour'd Man Face to Face,
asa Man fpeaketh unto hisFriend ||.

The Fable of Baucis and Philemon
is nothing but the Relation of Lo and
his Wife, vary’d by the Licentioufnefs
of Poetical Fancy. They are chara-

* Odyff. 7' v. 17 Olde1. 28.9.
{| Exod. iii. 11, % 1 . ?
&eriz'd
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Cteriz’d as pious and hofpitable in a
debauch’d and barbarous Neighbour-
hood ; they entertain’d Fupiter and
Mercury, were conduéted out of the
wicked Place of their Abode to the
Mountains by thofe Gods, who de-
ftroy’d that profligate People, and
overfpread that accurs'd Country with
a fudden Deluge. :
Tacitus gives Teftimony to the De-
ftrudion of Sodom and Gomorrab, and
the adjacent Places, by a Shower of
Fire and Brimftone ; and tells you,
that the Country was once rich and
fertile, but by Lightning became a
burnt and barren Soil, wafth’d upon
-by a vaft Lake, that neither produces
Fifh, nor feedsFowl, and by its Stench
is noifom to all who dwell near ic*,
The fame Hifforian, tho’ a virulent
Enemy to the Fews, does’em Honour
in that Charaéter, that they adore one
eternal and unchangeable Deity; and
efteem it Profanenefs to have any

* Tacit. Hit. 5. p. 67% I.
mages
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Images in their Temples or Citiess
that they defpife the Gods of the Greeks
and Romans, lay afide all Regard for
their Country, and are harden’d againft
the Tendernefs of Nature, and dear-
eft Relation. Where ’tis plain he
muft mean, when Tendernefs to their
Friends is inconfiftent with their Duty
to God; for he owns they bear an in-
violable Faith, and have a ready and
flowing Compafion totheir own Coun-
tryand Kindred, whenheaccufesthem
of hoftile Hatred toall Mankind befides.
This we may obferve of that famous
Hiftorian, that in his Charater of the
Fews, what he defigns as the fouleft
Difparagement to them, does, evenin
the Judgment of the beft and moft ad-
mir'd Heathen Pbilofopbers, tend moft
to their Praife; and when he thinks he
does them Honour by allowing they
come up in fome Inftances to the Pagan
Superftition, he is very near running
ingo Inconfiftency with himfelf *.

He-

# Effigiem animalis, quo monftrante crrorem fi-
. timque
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Herodotus gives this CharaQer of
Apries King of Egypt, the fame with
- Pharaoh Ophra in the Prophets, that
he was (o intolerably haughty and pre-
fumptuous, as to declare that neither
God nor Man could difpoflefs him of
his Kingdom * ; which is agreeable
with the Prophet Ezekiel, whocharges
him with Pride and Infolence .

And the Terror of his Fall, related
by the fame noble Hiftorian, (who
fays he was tiken Prifoner to Amafs,
carry’d to the City of Sass, and after
fome Time of Captivity ftrangled in’
his own Palace) fhews the -Comple-
tion of Feremiab’s Propbecy || s Bebold,
I will give Pharaoh Ophra King of
Egypt into the Hand of bis Enemies,
and into the Hand of them that feck
bis Life. '

timq; depulerant, penetrali facravere. Hift. 5. p.671.
Judxi mente fola, unumque Numen iatelligunt sewe— .
Igitar nulla fimulacra urbibus fu’s, nedum templis
funt. Hift, 5. 672. )
* Hift. 2. p.155.
4+ Ezck. xxix. 3.
I Jerem. xliv. 30.

E 2 The
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The fame Author acquaintsus, that
when Darius had laid Siege to Babylon,
thebarbarousand inhuman Inhabitants,
to make their Provifions laft longer,
murder’d all their Wives, Sifters,
Children, and Servants, that were
ufelefs for War. Only every Man
preferv’d one of his Wives moft dear
to him, and a Maid-fervant to do
the neceflary Affairs of the Houfe *.
Which was a fignal Completion of
that terrible Propbecy of lfaiab + ;
But thefe two Things fball come to thee
in @ Moment, in one Day; the Lofs of
Cbhildren and Widowbood ; they fhball
come upon thee in their Perfeélion ——

The Memory of the Ifraelites mi-
raculous Paflage thro’ the midft of
the Red Sea upon dry Ground, was
preferv’d by the Heathen; aswe learn
from Diodorus Siculus in his third
Book ||.

* Herod. 3. p. 220.
-4 Ifaiah xlvii, 2. -
|| See Dr.Patrick on Exod. xiv. 31,

¢ There
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¢ There is, fays he, a Tradition
¢ among the Icbthyophagi, who bor-
¢« der upon the Red Sea, which they
¢ had from their Anceftors, and was
“ preferv’d unto that Time : How
¢ that upon a great Recefs of the Sea
¢ every Place of that Gulph was dry,
¢« and the Sea falling to the oppofite
¢ Part, the Bottom of it appear'd
¢« green (from the Weeds, I fuppofe,
« that were in it) ; but returning back
“ with a mighty Force, repoffefs’d its
“ former Place.” _

*Twas a Cuftom univerfal among
the Eaflern People, to entertain their
Guetls, at their Entrance into their
Houfes, with clear Water, and fweet
Oil: So our Saviour was entertain’d
by the devout Woman: So Telemachus
and Pififfratus ate entertain’d at the
Court of Menelaus*.

"Twasa Cuftomamongft the Eaftern
People, to ftrew Flowers and Branches
of Trees in the Way of Conquerors,

——

* Hom, 0d. d": v.48, 49.
E 3 and-
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and great Princes: The People of the

Fews, who efteem’d our Saviour to
be their Meffias and King, paid him
thofe Honours. Thus People’ went -
before Xerxes pafling over the Hellef~

pont, that burnt all manner of Per-

fames on the Bridges, and ftrew’d the

Way with Myrtles *. We are in-

form'd by the snfpir'd Writers; that

the Pbiliftines hung up the Armour

of Saul and fonathan by way of Tro-

Pby in the Temple of their Idal Dagoz,

That this was a common Cuftom in

the Eaflern Nations, we learn from

the Claffics.  So Heélor promifes, that

if he fhould conquer Ajax in fingle

Combat, he would dedicate his Spoils

to Apolle. 'Take the Hero's Vow in

Mr. Pope’s Tranflation:

. And if Apolle, in whofe Aid I truft,
Shall ftretchyour daring Champion inthe Duft;

- % Herod. 7. P: 404



to the CLASSICS. 93
If mine the Glory to defpoil the Foe,

On Phabss’ Temple I'll his Arms beftow. -

The fame divine Penmen of the Holy
Ghoft inform us, that Mankind from
the Beginning of the World delighted
to pay their Devotions, and perform
their facred Rites upon Mountains,
and in retird Groves: The Clafic
Weriters frequently atteft this Truth.
Herodotus, in his firft Book, fays of
the Perfians, that when they offer
Sacrifice to Fupiter, they afcend the
higheft Parts of the Mountains, and
call the whole Compafs of the Hea-
vens by the Name of Fupiter. Xeno-
phon, in his Life of Cyrus the Great,
fays of him, that he took Vittims,
and offer’d them to Fupiter, the Sun,
and other Gods, upon the Heights of
the Mountains, according to the Cu-
ftom of the Perfian Sacrifices.

That fmiting of the Thighs was a
Cuftom with the Eaffern People in
deep Mourning, is plain from thefe

E 4 Paflages
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Paflages in the Old Teflament % : Sure-
ly, after that Iwasturned, Irepented;
and after that I was infiruéted, I
ote upon my Thigh. Terrors,
reafon of the Sword, fhall be upon thy
Tbigh. The Heroes in Homer are
defcrib'd as ufing this Circumftance
of Grief among others ;

—, & mewAiATo prpw

So in Xenopbon the brave Cyrus {mites
his Thigh upon receiving the News
_of the Death of his generous Friend
"Abradatas|. *Tis a frequent Expref-
fion in the divine Writers, that God
Almighty forgets the Sins of Nations,
and particular Perfons, when he par-
dons them upon their Repentance and
Reformation }; whichisa Condefcen-
- fion to the Capacities of Mankind, to
fignify that God remits the Sin, and

* Jer.xxxi. 19. Ezek. xxi. 12,
irél. p'. V. 162,

YIOP. 7. P. 4224
% lﬁiaﬁ xliii, 290 -
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is reconcil’d to the Penitent, as cer-
tainly as a Man can have no Refent-
ment of an Injury, which is intirely
blotted out of his Memory. Herodo-
tus, whofe Style is likeft that of the
Bible of any Profe-writer among the
Claffics, fays of Otanes, General of
Dariuss Army; “ Tho' he kept the
¢ King’s Orders in mind, yet he for-
¢« got them;” 7. e. He negleed to
obey them, as if he had forgot them *.
It is apparent from the Hiftory of
Achan and Fonab, thata whole Com-
munity of Men may fuffer for the
crying Guilt of one heinous Offender
among them. Old Hefod is very ex-
prefs to this Purpofe; —— IMoAAdxs
%, Evumase wihis xaxis dvdegs inaveé
Palefiria in Plautus -, after a Storm
and Wreck, being expos’d upon the
Shore, expoftulates with her Gods,
why they would bring fuch Calamities
upon a Perfon innocent and pious;

* Herod. 3. p. 219.
+ Sed herile {celus me folicitat, &e¢. Plaut. Rudens,

A 1. 8.3 V.15,
5. 8.3, V.15 E5 and
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_and at laft concludes, it was the Wick-
ednefs of her Mafter which rais’d the
. Storm, and funk the Ship. The /a-
cred Writers often fay of God, that
“he knows fuch Things or Perfons,
. when by his Providence he is pleas’d

: to make them known to the World,
and recommend them with Marks of
Favour: Let me beweighed in an even
_Balance, that God may know mine
Integrity *,

Pindar has an Expreflion exaltly
parallel; Tywoouay ray SACiar Kienbor||,
I will know rich Corinth, 7. e, I will
make her known in the World, and
celebrate her Glories in my Verfe.
‘Thofe People whe join Forces in main-
taining Religion, and the Caufe of
God, are, by a very bold and elevated
Figure, faid to help God: Curfe ye
Meroz, (faid the Angel of the Lord )

- curfe ye bitterly the Inbabitants there-
of s becaufe they came not to the Help
of the Lord, to the Help of the Lord

* Job xxxvi. 6. | Od.13. 3. .
againf?
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againft the Mighty*. So the confe-
derate Armies of Greece, which made
War againft the Cyrrbeans and Acra-
gallide, who had profan’d and facri-
legioufly plunder'd the Temple of
Apolloat Delpbi, arefaid by the Orator
Afchines 4 10 have taken a folemn
Oath to help the God with all their
Might and Power. ’Tis not impro-
bable, that the Eyelids of the Morn-
ing, in the lofty Poem of Fob|, gave
Original to that marvelous Expref-
* fion in Pindar}; Eontegs bpdurpie
arlipaete Miva.

Virgil's Wings of Lightning refem-
ble the Royal infpird Poet; He rode
upon a Cherub, and did fly; yea, be
did fly upon the Wings. of the Wind§.
Sparks, in ‘fob, are call'd Children of
the Fire**, Pindar ufes. the fame
{prightly Form of Expreflion, when
he calls Day the bright Daughter of’

* Judgesv. 23.  t Adverfus Ceefiphon. p.68.
Oxon.Ed. 1715, |} Cap xli. w..8. F Od.3.36
§ PGlm xviti, 10,  ** Jobv. 7.

; the:
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the Sun®, Homer often fays of his
Heroes, that they are cloath’'d with
Courage and Fortitude 4 ; which is
the ftrong and noble Ebguence of the
Eaff. With what Force and Propri-
ety does the divine Writer apply this
Metaphor to the ever-blefled God !
Thou art cloathed with Honour and
Majefly, and covereft thyfelf with
Light, as with a Garment ||. To eat
Bread, in the O/d and New Teftament,
is to be entertain’d with all proper
Provifions; ’tis us'd in the fame com-
rehenfive Senfe in Herodotusf. The
Exprcﬁion of funo in Virgil — Aft
eia, ue Divim incedo regina—-is
the fame with that of the great Pa-
triarch—— But I go childle/s§. Bre-
thren, in the O/d and New Teftament,
are us'd to fignify Kinfmen, and near
Relations: So in Hemer ..

* Od.2.59. ‘Autear waid” ‘Aaiv. + TL.p'.741.
- Plalm so4. 1, 2. 3 Si7Tor aspiedau. Herod. 7.
p4ro § G2, 4 ILG, g4

"Tis

—— -,
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"T'is likely a profane Crs#sc would
-cavil at the Boldnefs of that Expref
fion in Scripture; Thou feedeft
them -with the Bread of Tears, and
givefl them Tears to drink in great
meafure* ; when that in Ovid {0 ex-
actly like it, Rore mero &
lacrymis jejunia pavit 4, might efcape
his Cenfure, or, it may be, gain his
Applaufe. o -

Theocritus and Callimachus flou-
rifh’d in the €ourt of Prolemy Phil-
adelpbus, when the Hebrew Bible
was tranflated into Greek, Out of
thofe facred and fublime Authors
they feem to have borrow’d feveral
Notions. Callimachus reprefents lo
Life as the Reward of Frety and Obe-
dience, in almoft the fame Words
which we find in the O/d Tefflament
upon that Subject. ¢ They  come
« not to their Tomb before a full-
«-ripe Agel.” How near in Senfe

* Plalmixxx. 5. 4 Met.4. v.263. "3 Hymn.
io Dian. v.131.
N ‘ to
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to the Promife annex’d to the Fifzh
Commandment ! How near both in
Senfe and Words to that in fob:* /
Thou fhalt come to thy Grave in a
Jull Age, as a Shock of Corn cometh
in its Seffo‘n. Theoeritus has inrich’d
‘his. Idylliums out of Solomon’s dsvine

Pafloral. ’

AN 1 0 Spa o B ipue@, @
Adpyi, pwvd.
Kplosov psamoupe 7el dndpdp, R

phxe Actycor

appears much like that Paffage in the
Septuagint ; Knejov dmoset s 1a yetan
o8, wWupn, wiAi ¥, 9dA% @D T
yAdasdy osf. Not to mention other
Places featter’d up and down his Po-
ems, 1 fhall only lay before the Rea-
der that Paffage of the defpairing
Lover, which 1s a Paffon very ten-
derly touch’d, and one of the fineft
Turns of Thought in Theocritus.

* Jobv. 26, 1 14.8.v.82,85. # Cant.iv. r1.
— Eyded
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—"ErS% 0 adng.
CAMGE ), Ui Aoy avd AaBdy won
G dufrfe,
0% X4 a5 aBdose T ady wlIm *,

And let him judge whether it be not
a ftrong Probability that it was copy’d
from that great Original ;"Ydue worg
8 dvvhoeley oCloay vl dyctmm, , wola-
(ol § oferdosoy aslid . The Gates
of Hell is an Expreflion which both
the Infpir'd and Claffical Writers feem
to delight in}l. That upon the Dif-
folution of the Body, the Soul goes
‘to God who gave ir, is the Doérine
of Solomon, and other facred Writers
Plato fpeaks in the fame found Lan-
guage: < The Sou/, which is an in-
¢« vifible Being, departs into fome
« excellent, pure, and invifible State ;
¢ the proper Place of Souls; really
¢ to a good and a wife God }.”

T % Id. 23. V. 24, 21, 26, + Cant, vij, 7.
§ Pfalm ix. 13. 1.4 312, Eurip. Hippol. v. 6,
4 Phxdo, p.116. .

. That
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That the departed Spirits of pious
Men are conduted by Guardian An-
gels 1o blefled Manfions of heavenly
Refrethment and Happinefs, was the
Notion of the few:/b Cburch, which
our Saviour approves and confirms in
that moft moving Parable of Laza-
rus. The fame Prince of the Hea-
then wife Men affirms, That the Soul,
which has led a pure and regular Life
on Earth, has Gods for her Guides
and Companions ; and under their
Condut inhabits a State proper for
her *,- The fame wonderful Man,
declaring the utter Impoflibility that
any infolent and unrelenting Offender
Jhould be conceal’d or prote@ed from
the firi@ Animadverfion of Divine
Fuftice, has thefe remarkable Words:
« Thou wilt never be overlook’d or
¢« negle¢ted by it, .tho’ thou be fo
¢ {mall, that thou finkeft into the
« Depths of the Earth; or fo lofty,
¢« that thou flieft up into Heaven:

% Phxlo, p.167, 168.
‘_‘_ th-_

- -

ST
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¢« Whether thou continueft here, or
¢ goeft to Hades; or whether thou
¢ be carry’d to a more remote and
¢ terrible Place*.” Who can read
this and not be apt to conclude, that
the Author had in view thofe Paffa-
ges, which rife to the uppermoft Re-
gions of Sublimity +? Whitber fball
1 go from thy Spirst? or whither [ball
I flee from thy Prefence? If I afcend
up into Heaven, thou art there : If I
make my Bed in Hell, bebold thou art
there : If I take the Wings of the
Morning, and dwell in the uttermoft
Parts of the Sea, even there fball
thy Hand lead me, and thy Right-
band fball bold me. If I fay, Surely
the Darknefs fball cover me, even
the Night fhall be light about me ;
yea , the Darknefs hideth not from
thee, but the Night [bineth as the
Day : The Darknefs and the Light

# Plat. de Leg, 10, p. 224,
+ Palm cxxxix. v, 7, Gre.
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are both alike to thee. In copying
from this Original, the great Artift
has trac’d fome fine Features, and hit
fome agreeable Likenefs ; yet it can—
not be deny’d but he has loft 2 World
of Beauties. ’Tis indeed obvious to
obferve, that in this and innumerable
Inftances, tho’ it be a pleafant and
ufeful Entertainment to compare the
old €laffical Writings and the Holy
Bible together ; yet the Eloquence of
Greece and Rome never appears with
fuch Difadvantage, as when ’tis com~
par’d with the fuperior and diviner
Sublimity of the Prophets and Apo-
Siles.

The Inftances we have hitherto pro~
duc’d, relate chiefly to the O/d Teffa-
ment. 1 fhall now fhew, in a few
Words, that the Clafical and foreign
Authors, do likewife wonderfully at-
teft and illuftrate the Hiftory and Do-
Crines of the New Teffament.

- Tacitus and Suetomsus mention our
Saviour Chriff, and his Crucifixion
o under
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under Pontsus Pilate*. fulian the
Emperor (a fharp and witty Writer)
owns our bleffed Saviour’s Miracles,
and yet undervalues them in fuch a
ftrange manner, as refleéts the utmoft
Reproach upon his Underftanding in
that refpeét; and thews what horrible
Darknefs and Infatuation, Malice and
Bigotry, will fpread upon the bright-
eft Mind.

« Fefus, fays he, did no t
« ngs,. unlefs one can fuppofcg:l::t
¢ to cure the Lame and Blind, and
¢ drive out Dzmons from poffefs’d.
¢ Perfons by Exorcifms ia the Vil-
«¢ lages of Bethfaida and Betbany be
« great Works.” As if commanding
the Lame and Blind to walk and fee by
aWord, and having an abfolute Au-
thority over infernal Spirits, were not
infinitely greater and more glorious
Inftances of Power than building the
" moft ftately Pyramids, and conquer-
ing Millions of arm’d Legions: Since

* Tacit. Aonal. 1f. p. 394.
f thefc
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thefe' are the Works of mortal Men, -
thofe only of Almighty God.

St. Paul’s Chara&er of the Athen:-
ans, that they extremely delighted o
hear and tell new Things, is confirm’d
by their own moft valuable and au-
thentic Writers. Thucydides in par-
ticular introduces an Atbenian Gene-
ral boldly telling the People, that they
did not give more Credit to what they
faw with their Eyes, than what they
heard 5 that their Ears were always
open to receive Novelty, and that
their Curiofity and credulous Temper
made them liable to be abus’d by the¢
Invention and Flatteries of their fub-
til and infinuating Orators.

- The fame great Apofile of the Gen-
tsles charges them with Bigotry and
Superftition ; and that the Charge was
jutt, we have the Teftimony of their
own Authors. Xenophon, in his Ac-
count of the Athenian State, fays, they
obferve double the Number of Fefti-
vals in Honour of their Deisties, to
any of their Neighbours of Greece.
: St.
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St. Paul mentions Jannes and fam~
bres as Magicians in the Egyptian
Court, that vainly oppos’d Mofes the
Servant of the High God. Piliny, in
the thirtieth Book of his Nazural Hi-
Jlory *, mentions two eminent Men
under the Names of Famnes and Fo-
tapes, who were the Heads of a par-
ticular Se& of Magicians. .
This Account of Pliny illuftrates
the Paflage of the Apofile, tho’ he
makes fome Variation in the Names,
and makes them the Friends and
Confederates of Mofes, and his Coun-
trymen, who were his Opponents,
and Egyptians. :

That the Primitive Cbriftiansador’d

. Cbrift as God, fung Hymns to his
- Praife in their religious Affemblies,
and bound themfelves by a Sacrament
to do no ill Thing, is plain from the
TeRimony of Plny to the Emperor
Trajan+. Tis the exprefs Do&rine of
the New Teffament, that there Yhall

* Cap. 1, + Ep. 10, 97 P :84-. b
€
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be a ‘general Conflagration of this
World, as there has been a Deluge of
Waters. The Heavens and the Earth
abick are now, by the fame Word are
kept in flore referved unto Fire againft
the Day of fudgment *. And muft
not we ftand amaz'd at the blind
Malice and brutifh Barbarity of the
Heatbens, who outrageouily reviled
and perfecuted the Chriffians as In-
cendiaries and Enemies to Mankind
for maintaining this Opinion; which
was the Doétrine of their beft and
moft admir'd Philofophers 2 Seneca,
Marc Antenine, and all the Stoics
held it. 'Twasa general Tradition of
the Eaff and Weff. The Druids af-
firm'd, that Fireand Water muft once
prevail over the World, tho’ not fi-
nally deftroy it. 'We have it plain in
Lucretius 5 and Ovid’s Paffage to the
fame "Purpofe is very full ;

® s, Pet. il 9, 10,
Efle
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Effe quoque in fatis reminifcitur affore tempus,

Quo mare, quo tellgs, correptaq; regia czeli
Ardeat *

Tacitus himfelf, tho' a virulent
Enemy to the Chriflians, owns that
the burning of Rome, charg’d upon
them by the impious Nero, was not
prov’dagainft’em, noratall believ'd §.

When I read that admirable Paf-
fage of Hierocles,  He only knows
¢« how to pay Honour, who does not
« confound the Dignity of the Per- .
<« fon honour’d, but in the firft Place
« offers himfelfa Sacrifice, and frames
¢ his Soul into the divine Image, and
s« prepares his Mind, asa Temple, for
« theReception of the divineLighﬂj s
I am difpos’d to believe that the Hea-
then Moralift had been converfant in

® Met. 1. v. 246, &c.
'§ Annal. 15. p. 394.
§ In Aur. Car. p. 24. Ede Camb. &y Needham,

the
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the Writings of the Di/ciples and Fol-
lowers of Fefus Chriff; who exhort
all Chriftians to offer their Souls and
Bodies a pure and living Sacrifice to
God their Saviour *; who tell them
they muft be renew’d after the divine
Image|ls and wam them to preferve
their Chaftity and Purity with all Di-
‘ligence, becaufe they are the Temples
of the Holy Ghoft +. :
-Philo the Few, a very eloquent
and learned Author, gives great Light
to the New Teflament Writers. That
* Place in the Hebrews which treats of
our Saviour’s being an High Prieft
that had noSin of his own, only thac
of others to facrifice and atone for **,
is exa@ly parallel’d by that wonder-
ful Paflage : ‘O wegs 21 ezr dpyie-
pev's, £y Jawd wrvwos, duito g_/_oé < peap-
Tnuottay tcdy. And his Notion of the
os and divine Mediator betweeh’
God-and Man, is exaltly conformable’

* Rom. xii. 1. + Cor. iii. 16, 17. vi. 19.
| Cor. iii. 18. " %k Heb, vii, 26, 27.
to
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to what infallible dutbority delivers
to us coticerning thefe venerable Do-
&rimes. The Logos, fays he, has this
Privilege granted hini by his Fatber,
that he fﬁould ftand the weFe @,
in the midft between God and bis
Creatures; that is, an Interceffor for
Moruals with thie Fmmortal, a Legate
- of the Ruler to his Subje@ts: He is
nreither begotten as Mortals, nor un-
begotten as God. He intercedes with
God, that he will not deftroy his
Creature ; and affures the Creature,
that the merciful God will not lay afide
the Care of his own Work and Crea-
tion. St. Paul, in the firft Chapter
of his fublime Epifile 1o the Hebrews,
afferts, that the Son of Ged s the
Brightnefs of Liis Fatber’s Gloty, and’
the exprefs Itnage of his Perfon; and
that by him he firft creared; and ever
fince preferves and faflaing the Frame
of the Univerfe : Which wonderful
Paffage is illuftrated by thar excellene
Remark of Philo : Asiee By cixa
@& & E ao’/z*,m% g eag Bmusis 'g"{‘s;ln'.

. at
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- That a Man cannot attain to the full
Knowledge of his Duty, nor be able
- rightly to difcharge it, without fuper-
natural Affiflance, and the Dire@ions
of God's Eternal Spirit, is an impor-
tant Do&rine in the facred Volumes,

refs'd and inculcated almott in every
gagc. Pythagoras, Plato, Cicero, and
all the approv’d Moralifts in the Pagan
World, acknowledge the Soundnefs
and Neccflity of this Do&rine. Xe-
nopbon, in the Conclufion of his
OEconomics, affirms, that no Man
can {ucce(sfully govern Mankind, un-
lefs he be a divine Perfon ; that is,
affifted in the Adminiftration, as well
as raid to the Honour, by God.
Seneca fays, a Mind moderate and
excellent is mov’d and influenc’d by
celeftial Power.” We learn the won-
derful Propagation of Chriftianity from
the forenam’d Epiftle of Pliny to his
Mafter Trajan, from Suetonius, Taci-
fus, and Lucian. '

_ The invincible Courage of the
Primitive Cbriftians, and their fteady




to the CLASSICS. 113

Adherence to their Religion, notwith-
ﬁandmg all manner of Torments, and
Death in its moft formidable Shapes,
was the Triumph of their Casfe, and
the Aftonithment and Confufion of
their Pagan Perfecutors. - Pliny is
more full upon this Point than any
other relating to the Chriftians. The
Royai Philofopber takes notice . of the
Cbhriftian Bravery; but thro’ Mifre-
prefentation and Prejudice afcribes it
to Obftinacy and Sullennefs of Tems-
per *.  Their exceflive. Charity and
Goodnefs to their Fellow Chriftians,
and to their moft fierce Enemies and
Perfecutors, is acknowledg’d by Lu~
cian+ and fulian; and their Example
is by the latter of thefe reccommended
to the Imitation of the Pagans, in-a
Letter to the High Prieft of Galatia,
Their Intereft with Heaven, and
the Efficacy of their Prayers, is evie’

* M. Ant, Med. lib. xi. cap. 3.
+ De Morte Pcregrmx, tom., 2. p ;'66, ;67 Ed.
Amftel. 168y.. .

Fe dent
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dent from the ferprifing VaQory gain'd
by thems for theprE;gpaor Zn%?mm
ageinkk the Merconexnsi. 'Twaes. in-
fted upen by the Chrifien Apologifis
with fuch Circumftances of full Af.
furance, as no Men, who had either
regard to their Safety or Honour,
would do, if they were nae bzcnm
ceudd invincibly prove what
z)‘egmﬁdendy aﬂirmy'd ., =
Clradian the Heathen Poer takes
netice of this Vittory obmin'd not by
Bbuman Force, but the vifible and pe-
culiar Favour of Heaven., St. Aufitn,
and fome other Chrifiian Writers+,
have fpolien of the miraculous Victs-
of Fbeodofas, againt the Rebels
gqenia:mdﬁic;gﬂa, m ftrong and
wiemphant Expreflioms. But whae
is mose to our Purpofe, the foremen-
tion’'d Heathen Pert owns the Mira-

* Eufeb. Ecclef Hift. 5.cap.5. Tertul. Apol. cap.
5. Juftin. Martyr. 1. Ageb pt138. Ed.Guabe;Oxon.
L0 .

1 Sozomen.Ecclef Hift. 7. cap. 24.

cles
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cles of this Viory in that fine Ad~
drefs to the Emperar:

O niminm dileche Deo, cui fundit ab satris
Zolus armatas hyemes, cui mpilitat wether,
Et conjyrati veniunt ad claffica venti!

Cunapr IL

fs5569s Hofe Excellencies of the
I u'” - Ancients, which I acoount-
(VRaue N ed for in the former Chap-
S ter, feem to be fufficient to
recommend them to the Efteern and
Study of all Lovers of good and polite
Learning: And that the young Scholar
- may ftudy them with {uitable Succefs
and Improvement, a2 few Dire&ians
may be proper to be obferv’d; which
I fhall lay down in this Chapter.
"Tis in my Opinion a right Méthod
to begin with the beft and moft ap-
- F3 prov'd
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prov’d Claffics; and to read thofe Au-
thors firft, which muft often be read
over, Befides that the.beft Authors
are eafieft to be underftood, their no-
ble Senfe, and animated Expreffion,
- will make ftrong Impreflfions upon the
young Scholar’s Mind, and train him
up to the early Love and Imitation of
their Excellencies.

Plautus, Catullus, Terence, Virgil,
Horace, Owvid, Fuvenal, Tibullus,
Propertius, cannot be ftudy’d too
much, or gone over too often. Oné
Reéading may fuffice for Lucan, Sta-
tius, Valerius Flaccus, Silius Itakcus,
Claudian ; tho’ there will be frequent
Occafions to confult fome of their
particular Paffages. 'The fame may
be faid with refpe& to the Greek Po-
ets: Homer, Pindar, Anacreon, Ari-
Siopbanes, Euripides, Sophocles, Theo-
critus, Callimachus, muft never be-
intirely laid afide; ‘and - will recom-
penfe as many Repetitions as a Man’s_
Time and Affairs will allow. Hefiod,
Orpheus, Theognis, fchylus, Lyco-

‘ pbron,
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phron, Apollonius Rbodius, Nicander,
Aratus, Oppian, RQuintus Calaber,
Dionyfius Periegetes, and Nonnus,
will amply reward the Labour of one
careful Perufal.  Salluff, Livy, Cice-
ro, Czfar, and Tacitus, defervetobe -
read feveral times; and read them as
oft as you pleafe, they will always
afford freth Pleafure and Improve-
ment. I cannot but place the two
Plintes after thefe illuftrious Writers;
who flourifh’'d indeed, when the Ro- -
man Language was a little upon the
Declenfion; but by the Vigour of a
great Genius, and waondrous Induftry, -
rais’d themfelves in a great meafure -
above the Difcouragements and Dif~ -
advantages of the Age they livid in. :
In Quality and Learning, in Experi- -
ence of the World, and Employments
of Importance in the Government,  :
they were equal to the greateft of the
Latin Writers; tho’ excell’d by fome -
of them in Language. = . -
The elder Pliny's Natural Hiffory -
is a Work learned. and copious, that
F 4 enter-
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entertaing you with all the Variety of
Nature ifelf, and is one of the great-
eft Monuments of univerfal Knowe
ledge, and unweary’d Application,
now extant in the World.  His Geo-
graphy, and Defcription of Herbs,
Trees, and Animals,” are of great Ul
to the underftanding of all the Auzbors
of Rome and Greece.

Pliny the younger is one of the
fineft Wits that Iza)y has producd;
he is corre@ and elegant, has a florid
and gay Fancy, temper'd with Ma-~
tury and Soundnefs of Judgment.
Every thing in him is exquifitely ftue
dy’d ; and yet, in general fpeaking,
every thing is natural and eafy. ﬁl
hjs incomparable Oration in Honour
of Trajan, he has frequent and fur-
prifing Turns of true Wit, without
.gaying and tinkling upon Sounds.
He has exhaufted the Subjec of Pan~
egyric, wfing every Zopic and every

licacy of Praife. rodotus, Tbu-
Cydides, Xmaﬁb:;, Plate, Demoftbenes,

‘are of the fame Merit amogg zhc
reeks:
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Greeks: To which, I think, I may

add Polybsus, Luctan, and Plutarch.

Polybius was nobly born, a Man of

deep Thought, and perfect Mafter of

bis Subje& : He difcovers all the My-

Sfreries of Policy, and prefents to your
View the inmoft Springs of thofe

Ad&ions which he deferibes: Hia Re-

marks and Maxims have been regarded.

by the greateft Men both in Ciwi/ and

Military Aftairs as Qracles of Prudence =

Scipio was his Friend and Admirer;

- Gicero, Strabo, and Plutarch, have
honour’d him with high Commenda-

tions ; Conffantine the Great was his

diligent Reader, and Brutus abridg’d

him for hisown conftantUfe. Lucian

is an oniverfal Scholar, and a prodi~

gious Wit: He is A4rt7e and neat in his
8tyle, clear in hisNarration, andwon-

derfully facetious in his Repartees =
He furnifhes you with almoft all the:

Poetical Hiffory in fuch a diverting:

Manner, that you will not eafily for.-

get it; and fupplies the moft dry and
baerren Wit wib a rich Plenty of

Fs Ma-
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Materials. Plutarch is an Author of
deep Senfe, and vaft Learning; tho’
he does not reach his illuftrious Pre-
deceffors in the Graces of his Language :
His Morals are found and noble, il-
luftrated with a perpetual Variety of
beautiful Metaphors and Comparifons,
and enforc’d with very remarkable Szo-
ries, and pertinent Examples: In his
Lives there is a complete Account of
all the Roman and Grecian Antiquities,
of their Cuftoms, and Affairs of Peace
and War: Thofe Writings will fur-
nith a capable and inquifitive Reader
with a curious Variety of Characters,
with a very valuable Store of wife
Remarks, and found Politics. 'The
Surface is a little rough, but under lie

vaft Quantities of precious Ore.
Every Repetition of thefe Authors
will bring the Reader freth Profit and
Satisfation. 'The reft of the Claffcs
muft by no means be neglected ; but
eught once to be carefully read over,
and may ever after be occafionally
confulied with much Advantage.
The
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The Grecian Claffics next in Value to-
thofe we have nam’d, are, Diodorus
Siculus, Dionyfius Haltcarna[mﬁs, '
Strabo, Alian, Arrian’s Expedition
of Alexander the Great, Polyenus,
Herodian : The Latin are, Hirtius,
Fuftin, Quintus Curtius, Florus, Ne-
pos, and Suetonsus. We may with a
little Allowance admit that Obferva-
tion to be juft, that he who would
completely underftand one Clafic,
muft diligently read 4//. When =
young Gentleman is enter’d upon
Courfe of thefe Studies, I would not
have him to be difcourag’d at the
Checks and Difficulties he will fome--
times meet with : If upon clofe and
due Confideration he cannot intircly
mafter any Paflage, let him proceed
by conftant and regular Reading, he
will either find in that Auther he is:
upon, or fome other on the fame
Subje@, a parallel Place, that will
clear the Doubt. ‘
The Greek Authors wondesfully
explam and illuftrate the Roman.
F & Lcarnv-
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Lesrning came late to Remre, and all
the Latin Writers follow the Plans
that were lhaid out before them by
the great Maflers of Greece.

Fhey every-where imitate the
.Greeds, apd in many Places tranflate
’em. Compare ’em together, and they
will be 3 Comment ta one another:
You will by this means be enabled to
gfs a mare certain Judgment upon the

umour andIdicm ofboth Languages;
and beth the Pleafure and Advantage
of your Reading will be double,

In the fecond Jdyllium of Thescri-
- #u4®, among other Tokens that Dele

phis had forfaken Simetha, one was,
- that his Houfe was drefs'd up with
Garlands; which was a certain Sign
that he was ¢ngag’d in a freth Amour,
and was bringing bome either a Wife
of a Miftrefs.  Such Salemnities were
wlual upon both thefe Qecafions. In
_gzticuhr, that it was a Sign that »

rriage was to be cekebrated, Ovid,

Ve 153 od

[
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admirable for hisKnowledgeand agree-
able Defcriptions of the Religious and
Civil Cuftoms of the Greeks and Ro-
mans, affures us in his Account of the.
Preparations for the Nupsials of Perféus
and Andromeda ; where we have par-
tienlar Notice taken of this Circum-
ftance: ’

. Largis fatiantur odaribiusigaes,
Sertaque dependent tedkis
Brodeus has quarrelld with the

cemmon Reading in the fecond Ep:-
gram of Thescratus :

‘O xarg oveidn peessdur
BaroAixss Ypreg —

where he has peremptorily thrown
out pepirSur, and offer'd Reafons why
periodwy thould take place: But in my
Opinion his Conjeétare 1 fpoil'd, and
the reje@ed Reading alestain’d, by
the Authority of Horéce, wha in the

* Motam. 4. Ve 759 1&@ + Ver.1, 2.
’ fifteenth
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fifteenthOdeof his firftBook of Lyrics*
feemsto have this Paffage in view:

Grataque foeminis

Imbelli cythara carmina divides.

Which our great Spenfer imitates -f-:

And all the while moft heav’nly Melody

About the Bed fweet Mufic did divide,

Him to beguile of Grief and Agony.’
That daring Expreflion in Virgil —
‘Nec audit currus babenas ||, is a lite-

ral Tranflation of Pindar’s &P/-‘“"“
fa'etmxana I

Horace, in that fine Péﬁ'age §,

llle [Cupido] virentis &
Do&= pfullere Chiz

Pulcris excubat in genis,

—

15. + FairyQueen, L 5. 14. 6. 7. 8.
534.  F Pyth.2.21, 4 ;Car?lv;-

has

* Ver. 14,
I} Geor. 1. v.

13. v. 7.8,

4

S
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has borrow’d both the Notion and
Expreffion -of Sophocles * ;

y E ea; —
05 & pnarardc waseidis
Neandvg tnuyevess.

By a careful Comparifon of the
Greek and Latin Writers, you will
fee how judicioufly the latter imitated
the former; and will yourfelf be qua-
lify’d with greater Pleafure and Succefs
to read and imitate bozh. By obferv-
ing what Advantages V7rgi/ has made
of Homer in his Zneid, and of Theo-
critus in his Paflorals; how cleanly
Horace has apply’d feveral Places out
of Anacreon, and other Lyrics, to his
own Purpofe; you will learn to collect
precious Stores out of the Ancients;
to transfufe their Spirits into your Lan-
guage with as little Lofs as poffible;
and to borrow with fo much Modefty
and Difcretion, asto make their Riches

* Antigome, V. 794, &c.
‘ your
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your own, without the Scandal of

unfair Dealing. It will be convenient -

and pleafant to. compare Authors to-
gether, that were Coumtrymen and
Fellow-Citizens, as Euripides, Thucy-
dides, Xenogbon: That were Contem-
poraries, as Theocritus and Callima-
cbus: That writ in the fame Dialedt,
as Anacreonand Herodotusin the Ionic;
Theocritus, Pinder, and Callimachus,
upon Ceres and the Bath of Pelas, in
the Dortc: That writ upon the fame
Subje&k, as Apolkenius, Falerius Flac-~
cus, and Theacritus, on the Combac
of /‘ollux and .Amycus, and the Death
of Hylas. Salluf’s polite and curions
Hiftory of Catiline’s Confpiracy, and
Tullys four glorieus Oratiens upon
the fame Subje, are the brighteft
Comementaries upon each other. The
Hiflersan and the Orator fcarce dif-
agree in one Particular ; and Saliup
bas left behind him an everlafting
Monument of his Candor and Impar-
tiality, by owning and commending
the Conful's Vigilance, and mesitorious

Ser-

e
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Services ; tho’ thefs two great Mea
bad the Misfortune to be violent Ene-
mies. - He that praifes and hosours
an Adverfary, thews his own Gene~
rofity and Juftice, by proclaiming his
Adverfary’s eminent Merits.

o]? comparing Authors afier thisMe-~
thod, what {eems difficultinone, will
be eafy in another ; what one exprefics
fhort, another will imlargeupon; and
if fome of them do not furpith vs
with all the Variety of the Disalet
and Idioms of the Language, the reft
will fupply thofe Defe@s. It will
likewife be neceflary for the you
Scholar diligently to remark a
commit to Memory the Religious and
Civsl Cufloms of the Ancients: An
accurate Knowledge of them will
make him capable to difcern and re-
lilh the Propricty of an Author’s
Words, and tﬁe legance and Graces
gc lﬁisof.%liuﬁon;.' thnhSt. Paul

aks of his fpeedy approaching Mar-
tyrdom, he ufes this Expreflion ; ’E;S\‘. |
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1% owiSopay*+ Which is an Al-
ufion to that univerfal Cuftom of the
World, of pouring Wine or Oil on
the Head of the Vi&im immediately -
before it was flain. The Apoftle’s
emphatical Word fignifies — Wine
is juft. now pouring on my Head, I
am juft going to be facrific’d to Pagan
Rage and Superftition. That Paflage
of St. Paul, For I think that God hath

JSer forth us the ApZIIes laft, asit were,

appointed to Deatb. For we are made
a Speftacle unto the World, and to
Angels, and to Men+5 is all exprefs'd
in Agoniftical Terms, and cannot be,
underftood without taking the Allu-
fion that it manifeftly bears to the
Roman Gladiators, which came laft
upon the Stage at Noon, and were
mark’d out for certain Slaughter and
Deftru&ion’; being naked, with a
Sword in one Hand, and tearing one
another in pieceswith the other; where-
as thofc who fought the wild Beafts

* 2Tim. iv. 16.  + 1Cor. iv. 9.
in
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in the Morning, were allow’d Wea-
pons offenfive and defenfive, and had
a Chance to come off with Life. The
moft ancient Way of giving Sentence’
among the Greeks, and particularly
the Athenians, was by black and white
Pebbles, call'd Jrps. Thofe Judges
who put the black ones into an Urn,
pafs’'d Sentence of Condemnation up-
on the Perfon try’d; and thofe who
Ejt in the white, acquitted and fav’d,
ence we may learn the Significancy .
and Beauty of our -Sawiour’s Worg; ,
in St. Yobn, To bim that overcometb,
I will give a white Stone®. 1, who
am the only Judge of the whole
World, will pals the Sentence of Ab-
folution upon my faithful Servants,
and the Champions of my Crofs; and
crown them with the ineftimable
Rewards of Immortality and Glory.
There are innumerable Places, both
in the facred Claffics and the others,
which are not to be underftood with-

* Rev, ii. 7.
out
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out a competent Knowledge of An~
tiqgusties. 1 call the Writers of th®

ew Teflament the Sacred Claffics 3
and fhall, in a proper Place, endea-
vour fully to prove, that they de-
ferve the higheft Charaéter for the
Purity of their Language, as well as
the Vigour of their Senfe, againfk
the Ignorance of fome, and the Info-
lence of others, who have fallen very
rudely upon them with refpe& to
their Style. Every Scholar, and eve-
ry Chriftian, is oblig'd, to the utmoft
of his Abilities, to defend thofe wve-
nerable Autbors againft all Exceptions,
that may in any refpe& tend to di-
minifth their Value. I cannot but
be of the Opinion of thofe Gentle-
men, who think there is Propriety in
the Expreflion, as well as Sublimity
in the Sentiments of the New Tefla-
ment ; and efteem that Man as bad 2
Critic, who undervalues its Lenguage,
as he s a Chriffian, who denies its
Dactrines,

The
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The. Claffc Scholar moft by no
means be fo much wanting to his
own Duty, Pleafure, and Improve-
ment, as to negle&t the Seudy of the
New Teftament 5 but muft be perpe-
tually converfant in thofe incflinmble
‘Wridngs, which bave all the T7.4.

Suresof divine Wifdom, and the Words

of eternal Life in them. The beg}
Way will be to make them the fi0}
and laft of all your Studies, to open
and clofe the Day with that fzoreg
Book, wherein you have a faithful and
moft entertaining Hiflery of tha;
bleflcd and miraculous Work of e
Redemption of the World, and fure
Dire&tions how to qualify and incjle
yourfelf for the great Sahvartion pur-
chas'd by Fefus. .

This Exercife will compofe your
Thoughts into the fweeteft Seremity
and Chearfulnefs; and happily eon-
fecrate all your Time and Stwdies to
God. After you have read the Grest
Teffament once ever with Care and
Deliberation, I humbly recommend

to
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to your frequent and attentive Perufal
thefc following Chapters: "

St. Matthew 5. 6. 7. 25. 26. 27, 28,

St. Mark 1. 13. .

St. Luke 2. ¢. 15. 16. 23. 24.

St. Jobn 1. 11. 14..15. 16, 17. 19.
20. S

Aéts 26. 27.

Romans 2. 8. 12. .

1 Cor.3. 9. 13. 1§,

2 Cor. 4. 6., 11. ,

Epbef 4. 5. 6.

Philipgp. 1. 2. 3.

Coloff. 1. 3.

1 Thef. 2. 3.

1 Tim. 1. 6.

2 Tim. 2. 3

Philenon. ‘

Heb, 1. 4. 6. 11, 12.

1 St. Peter all. -

2 St. Peter all.

St. Fude.

1 St. fobn 1. 3. _

Revel. 1, 18. 19, 20. .

In

1
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In this Colle@tion you’ll find the
Book of God, written by the Evange-
Jifts and Apoﬂle: compris’d in a moft
admirable and comprehenfive Epitome.
A true Critic will di‘cover numerous
Inftances of every Style in Perfection ;
every Grace and Ornament of Speech
more chafte and beautiful, than the
moft admir'd and fhining Paﬂagcs of
the fecular #riters.

In particular, the Defcription of
God, and the future State of beavenly
Glory, in St. Paul and St. Peter, St.
Fames and St. fobn, as far wanfcend
the Defcriptions of Fupiter and Olym-
pus, which Homer, and Pindar, and
Virgil give us, as the Thunder and
Lightning of the Heavens do the
Rartling and Flathes of a Salmoneus ;
or the eternal Yfebovab is fuperior to
the Pagan Deities. In all the New
Teftament, efpecially thefe feleGt Paf-

fages, God delivers to Mankind Laws

of Mercy, Myfteries of Wifdom, and
ules of Happinefs, which F ools and
Madmen ftupidly negleét, or impioufly
fcorn;;
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fcorn; whilcall the beft and brigheeft
Beings in the Univere regard them
with facred Atcention, contétire
plate them with Wonder, and tranfe
porting Delight. Thefe Studies, wich
a fuitable Chriftian Pradtice, {which
they fo loudly call for, and fo pathe.
tically prefs) will raife you above all
vexatious Fears, and delading Hopes;
and keep you from putting an undwe
Valoe wpon cither the Elguence or
Enjopments of ¢this World.

. "That we may &ill qualify ourfelves
thie better to read and relil the Claf
Ses, we muft ferioufly fludy the old
Greek and Latin Critics,. Of the
fick ave Arifotie, Diosyfius Longinns,
and Duonyfus of Halicarnaffus : Of
the latser are Fally, Horace, and
Quintittan. Fhefe ave excellent 4.
thors, which lead their Readers to
the Fountain-lbiead of true Senfe and
. Sublintiny ; teach shem: the fitfi and
infallible Principles of comvincing and
moving Elsguente; and peveal adl che

Myfery
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Mpyftery and Delicacy of good Writing.
While they judicioufly difcover the _
Excellencies of other Authors, they
fuccefsfully fhew their own; and are
glorious Examples of that Sublime they -
praife. They take off the general Dif-
taftefulnefs of Precepts 3 and Rules,
by their ‘dextrous Management, have
Beauty as well as Ufefulnefs, They
were, what every true Crétsc muft be, -
Perfons of great Reading and happy
Memory, of a piercing Sagacity, and
elegant Tafte. ; They praife without
Flattery or partial Favour; and cen-
fure without Pride or Envy. We
fhall ftill have a completer Notion
of the PerfeGtions and Beanties of the
Ancients, if we read the choiceft Au-
thors in our -own Tongue, and fome
of the beft Writers'of our neighbour
Nations, who always have the An-
cients in view, and write with their
Spirit and Judgment. We have a glo-.
rious Set ofzsom, of whom I fhall
only mention a few, which are the
chicf, Spencer, Shake/peare, Milion,
: G

aller,
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Walle?, Denbam, Cowley, Dryden,
Prior, Addifon, Pope, who are in-
fpir'd with the true Spirit of their
Predeceffors of Greece and Rome, and
by whofe iinmortal Works the Re-
putation of the Englifb Poetry is rais'd
mruch above that of any Language in
Europe. Then we have Profe Wri-
zers of all Profeflions and Degrees,
and upon a great Variety of Subjects,
true Admirers and great-Mafters of
the old Claffics and Critsecs; who ob-
ferve their Rules, and write after their
Models. We have Raleigh, Claren-
don, Temple, Taylor, Tillotfon, Sharp,
Sprat, South — with a great many
others-both dead and living, that I
have not time to name, tho’ I efteem
"em not inferior to the s//ufirious Few
1 have mentioned 5 who are in high
Efteem with all Readers of Tafteand
Diftindtion, and will be long quoted
ae bright Examples of good Senfe and
fine Writing. Horace and Ariffotle
will beread with greater Delight and
Improvement, if we join with them
‘ the
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the Duke of Buckingbam's Effay on
Poetry, Rofcommon’s Tranflation of
Horace's Art of Poetry, and Effay on
Tra%ated Verfe, Mr. Pope’s bf_:{a’
on Criticifm, and Difcourfes before
Homer, Dryden’s Critical Prefaces
‘and Difcourfes, all the. Speftators
that treat upon Claffical Learning,
Particularly the juftly admird and
celebrated Critic upon Milton’s Pa-
vadife Loff, Dacier upon Arifotle’s
Poetics, Boffu on Epic Poetry, Boi-
Jeaw's Art of Poetry, and Reflections
on Longinus, Dr. Feltor’'s Differta-
tion on the Claffics, and Mr. Trapp’s
Poetical Preleitions. Thefe Gentle-
men make a true Judgment and Ufe
of the Ancients: They efteem it @
Repuration to own they admire ‘em,
and borrow from ’em ; and make a
grateful Return by doing Honour to
their Memories, and defending them
againft the Attacks of fome over-fora
ward Wits, who furioufly envy theie
Fame, and infinitely fall thort of their
‘Merit, "I {hal] put an end to this Ef~

G2 J%s
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f4y, after I have recommended a few
Books more to- the young Clafic
Scholar. :
Dr. Potter’s Greek Antiquities, Dr.
Kennet’s Roman Antiquities, and Lives
of the Poets, and Mr. Eachard’s Rs-
man Hiftory, are Books of excellent
Ufe for the underftanding of the Greek
and Latin Authors ; and he who ftu-
dies ’em carefully will read on without
many Difficulties, and have little occa-
fion for any other Helps of the fame
Nature. Thefe learned and induftrious
Gentlemen write in a clear Style, and
eafy Method ; they have made their
Colle@tions with fo much Care and
Judgment, that in their Books there
1s all the Cheapnefs and Convenience
of Abridgments; and you fcarce want
any of the Satisfattion of woluminous
Folios, and coftly Treafures of Anti-
usties. Here 1 would fain beg
g{oom among the Claffics for three
primitive Writers of the Church, St.
Chryfoftom, Minutius Felix, and Lac-
. " tantius,
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fantius, St. Chryfofiom is eafy and
pleafant to new Beginners ; and has -

“written with a Purity and Eloguence

which have been the Admiration of
all Ages. This wondrous Man in a
great meafure poflefles all the Excel-
kences of the moft valuable Greek
and Roman Claffies. He has the In-
vention, Copioufnefs and Per(picuity
of Cicero; and all the Elegance and
Accuracy of Compofition which is
admir’d inIfocrates ; with much great-
er Variety and Freedom, According as
his Subje& requires, he has the Eafi-
ne(s and Sweetnefs of Xenophon, and
the pathetic Force and ‘rapid' Simpli-
city of Demofthenes. His Fudgment
i5 exquifite, his Images noble, his
Morality fenfible and beautiful. No
Man underftands buman Nature to
greater PerfeGtion, nor has a happier -
Power of Perfag/ior:. He is always

clear and intelligible upon the loftieft
and greateft Subje& ; and fublime and
noble upon the leaft. :

Ke; 3 The



140 A New Introduétion

The Dialogue of Minutius is judi-
cious and elegant, clofe and perfpicu-
ous, The Critics have indeed charg’d
him with want of the Roman Px-
rity in fome Places; but if he hasin a
few Paflagesa little Spice of the Af7i-
can Dialeé?, ’tis the leaft imaginable.
.He is full of lively and inftru&ive Sen-
-tences, which almoft equal the Num-
ber of the Periods ; which Senzences
naturally refult from his Subjet, and
are neatly interwoven with the Thread
and Contexture of his Difcourfe. He
argues with convincing Reafon, and
rallies with agreeable Satire and Sharp-
nefs. His Wit is true Sterling, folid
and bright, of intrinfic Value, and
-unallay’d Luftre. He clears Chrifiia-
nity from the vileAfperfions which the
Pagan Difputant threw upon it, and
retorts his Charge upon his Adverfary’s
- Religion with fuch becoming Vehe-
- mence and Evidence of Truth, thathe
demonttrates himfelf to be the moft
dangerous Opponent that could be
fear'd againft a bad €aufe, as wcl:has.

Q
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the nobleft Advocate and ableft Cham-
pion that could be defir'd for a good
one. ‘
- Laétantius. has fo much of the
Strength and Beauty of the great Ro-
man Philofopber and Orator, that he
has gain’d the honourable Character of
the Chriftian Cicemo. No Man writ
~ with equal Purity after the Decay of
the Latin Tongue 5 fcarce any Man
fo like Cicero in its State of Perfe@ion.
Both the Cbriftian Apologifis under-
ftand all the Rites and Ceremonies
of the Grecian and Roman Religion ;
and' are perfe@ly acquainted wich all
their Authors. They happily em-
oy the Arguments of the Pagan
Philofopbers, the Accounts of their
Hiftorsans, and the Eloquence of
their Poets and Orators, to defend
and adorn the Cbriflian Caufe. They
turn the Artillery of their Heathen
Enemies againft them; prove their
pretended Gods to be mere Mortals,
by the Conceflions of their moft zea~
laus Worfbippers ;. and trivmph over
G 4 Roman:
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Roman Superflition by-the Force of
Roman Eloguence.

It were to be wifli'd that Gentle-
men, who write upon moral and di-
vine Subje@s in Latin would dili-
gently read and ftudy. thefe two Chr:-
fian Writers, together with Tully’s
PhilofophicalWorks; that they might
gain to themfelves a Style neatly ex-
preffive, and {fuitable to the Nature of
their Subje&.

Some learned Men, not duly con-
fidering that every Subje& hath its pe- -
culiar Style and Methed of Manage-
ment, have jumbled together the Ex-
preflions of Poets, Moralifts, Hiffo-
rians, and Orators, with fuch an odd
and unnatural Confufion, that tho’
moft of the Words, and fome of the
Phrafes andModes of Speech have been
Roman, yet the whole Piece has been
barbarous. So that by improper Ex-~

Eﬂreﬁions and very faultyLanguagethey

- have loft theReputation,and theWorld

the Benefit of good Learning. hWe
_ : ave
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have in our Language a happy Vari-
ety of very excellent Books of Morality
and Religion, which fhould be upper--
moft in ourThoughts, and neareft our
Hearts; as, toname a few out of great:
numbers, Dr. Scot’s Cbriftian Life, Dr.
Fenkin's Reafonablenefs of theChriftian:
Religion, Dr. Stanbope’s Commentary
on the Epifiles and Gojpels, and his
admir’d Verfion of the Imitation of
Gbhrift, Mr. Reeves's Apologies, Dr.-
Goodman’s Winter Evening Conferen-
ces,. and Parable of the Prodigal. I
cannot but very. earneftly recommend-
to my young Scholar the #hole Duty
of Man, Mr. Nelfon of the Feaﬂ%-'
and Fafis of the Church of England,,
Bithop Pearfon on the.Apofiles Greed,
Mr. Trapp’s Difcourfes againft unfet-
tled Notions and want of Principles
in Religion, and Dr. Biffe’s Beauty of
Holinefs in the Common Prayer. The:
Whole Duty of Man will be of won--
derful Ufe to form the young Scho.-
lar’s Style, and fettle his Morals, . The:
Method and. Divifions. of that: Book:
G are’
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are clear and regular; the Arguments
refiftlefs, and the Language fuperla-
tively purcand umffeGed. ’Tis eafily
underftood by the Ignorant, and ex-
tremely admired by the Learned.

In Mr. Nelfin’'s excellent Book
there is a good Account of all the E/-

Sential Articles of Chrifiianity, and

the venerable Cufloms of the univer-

Jal Church. He was accurately ac-

quainted with the Writings and Lives
of the Primitive Chriflians; and ex-
greﬁs’d their heavenly Zeal and devout
pirit in his own. In this Book, and
the reft of his Writings, you will find
the Reading of a judicious Scholar,
the Piety of a ferious Cbriffian, and
the Politenefs of a fine Gentleman
happily united. Bifhop Pesrfon had
a wonderful Genius, and folid Judg-
ment, with an immenfe Colle@ion of
Reading and acquir'd Learning, tho-
roughly digefted and happily apply’'d.
His plain and mafculine Style fully
and adequately expreffes his noble
Senfe, and keeps the true Medium
‘ ‘ betwixe
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Betwixt Negligence and AffeGtation.
His Explications and Proofs of the Ar-
ticles of our boly Fasth are fo bright:
and fireng, fo orthodox and com--
- plete, that a judicious Reader will
fcarce expe& any farther SatisfaGion
in.this State.
Mr. Trapp’s divine Difcourfes are
a. glorious Confirmation of the moft
awful Points of Cbhriflianity, and a.
vigorous Confutation of the Cavils of:
the Men of Latitude and Free-Toink-
ing ; the canting Terms by which they-
varnifh over their Loofenefs of Notion, .
and Infidelity. This Gentleman 'has
a peculiar Talent fairly and clearly to-
ftate his Cafe, and to bring his Argu--
‘ment to an Iflue in a few clean and’
.choice Periods: His Judgment and Wit
are fo happily temper’d, that his moft
‘abftrated Reafonings are elear and
pleafant ; and his Performancesin the.
gayefk and politeft Parts of Learning, .
are fubftantial and rational. As he has-
the feveral very valuable Qualifications:
-of an:excellent Critéc, Poet, and Di-
o G 6- vine,




146 A New Introdustion

vine, in his Writingsyou will find farer
Prefervatiues againft unfettled Notions
both in Religion and Learning ; and
be inftru&ed in the fundamental Rules
and Principles of regular Thinking,.
Writing and Living. Dr. Biffe’s Book
is a fhort, comprehenfive and beauti-
ful Rationale on the Common-Prayer :
which he admires with pious Zeak
and defends with .convincing Argu-
ment. His found Reafoning and fe-
le&t Reading are enforced and adorn-
~ ed by a pure and emphatical Style, by
graceful Turns, and Variety of elegant
and proper Allufions. = I cannot but
here repeat whatI faid before, of the
Advantage of reading the beft dutbors
feveraltimes over. There muft needs
be Pleafure and Improvement.in a
Repetition of fuch Writers as have
frefh Beauties in every Se&ien, and
new Wonders arifing in every new
Page. = '
One fuperficialReading exhaufts the
fmall Stores of a fuperficial Writer ;
but the genuine Ancients, and thofe
’ who
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who write with their Spirit, and after
their Pattern, are deep and full.. An
ill-written loofe Book 1s like a formal
Common-place Fop, who has a Set:
of Phrafes and' Stories, which in a.
Converfation' or two are all run over::
The Man quickly impoverifhes him-
{elf, and in a few Hours becomes per-
fe@ly dry and infipid. < But the o/d
Claffics, and their genuine Followers

among the Moderns, are like a rich

natural Genius, who has an unfailing
Supply of good Senfe on all Oceafions’;
and gratifies his Company with-a per-
petual and charming Variety.

=
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‘PRI Hetoric is the Art or Faculty
R 2 W of Speaking and Writing
§ with Elgam‘e and Digni-

ty, in order to inflruc?, per-
Sfuade, and pleafe. Grammar only
teaches Plainnefs and Propricty: Rbe-
o toric

- 1

4
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toric lays thefe for its Foundation, and
raifes upon them all the Graces of
Tropes and Figures. Elegance confifts
in the Purity and Clearnefs of the Lan-
guage. Purity requires choice and pro-
per Words, not foreign, and fuch asare
not yet adopted into the Language you
write or fpeak in ; nor obfolete, or fuch
as are grown into Difufe with polite
Gentlemen andScholars. This is chiefly
gain’d by ftudying the beft Authors, by
converfing with refin’d Company, and
by frequent and careful Compofition;
To obtain Perfpicuity or Clearnefs, a
- fullKnowledge of ourSubje&, and fre-
quent clofe Meditation upon it, are ne-
ceflary. We muft likewifeavoid am-
biguous Words, a dry Brevity, a con-
fus'd Length of Periods, and too large
a Train of Metaphors together, Dig-
nity arifes from fublime Thoughrs,
noble Trgpes, and moving Figures,
Tropes alter and affet fingle Words:
Figures affe@ and enliven whole Sen-
tences. A Trope is a Word remov'd

from

~
“
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Jromits firff and natural Signification;
and aq,_bfly’d" with Advantage to ano:
ther Thing, which- it does not origi-
nally mean; but only flands for it, as
it bas a Relation to- or Connetion with
7t : As in this Sentence, God is my
Rock. Here the Trope lies in the
Word Rock ;- which, ’tisplain, in its
primary and proper Senfe, fignifies no-
thing lefs than the Hope and Truft
Mankind have in that adorable Being :*
Yet becaufe a Rock is firm and im-
moveable, and a Building founded on
it will not fink, itexcites in our Minds-
the Notion of God's unfailing Veras
city, and the fteady Support which
good Men receive from their Depen-
dence on him. The Neceflity and-
Ufe of Tropes will be made plain in a.
few Words. A :
1. No Language furnifhes us with
a fufficient Number of proper and
plain Words fully to exprefs all- our
Thoughts. The Mind of Man is'of an
aftonifthing Capacity and Extent, and
has a numberlefs Store of Notions;
- ~ therefore

4
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therefore being often diftrefs’d for
want of allow’d and appropriate Terms
to utter her Conceptions in, fhe turns
Things all ways ; confiders them in
their different Relations; and views
them in all their various AfpeQs and
Appearances: That fhe may be en-
abled to declare her Meaning in fuit-
able Terms, and communicate her-
felf intelligibly and forcibly to Per-
fons fhe has Converfation with. When
we know not a Man’s Name which
we have occafion to {peak of, we de-
fcribe him by his Features, Profef-
fion, Habit, Place of Abode, Ac-
quaintance, gnd other Circumftances;.
till by fuch a Defcription he is as well
known to the People we fpeak to, as
if we had at firft given him his peculiar
Name, and diftinguithing Title.

_2. Tropes are us'd for the fake of
an agreeable Variety; they divert the
Mind, andrevive Attention, when it
begins to flag and be weary. In ma-
ny Cafes there is an abfolute Neceffity
for the Writer or. Speaker to repﬁ

\
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the fame Thing feveral times; there— |
fore to.prevent the Offcnee which the
‘Repetition of it in the fame Words
might probably give, he carefully
diverfifies his Expreflion, and judi-
cioufly intermixes plainand figurative:
Language. So he carries on his
Reader or Hearer with fuch conti-
nual Pleafire, that he is infenfible of
the Length- of the Difcourfe ; and
when ’tis- goncluded, only withes it
had been. longer. As:a Traveller, if
he has a good Road, .and fair Weather,
if he be entertained, as he pafles.
along, with Varicty of Landfcapes;
and pleafant Profpe@ts of Groves,
Meadows, Parks, and fine Houfes,
never-confiders or regrets the Length.
" of the-Way; but comes in frefh and.
chearful to his Journey’sEndi  Tropes-
increafe the Stores of Language, by
exchanging, orberrowing what it has
not:: "Tis by the Help of Tropes that.
Rothing in Nature wants a Name.
3. Tropes add wonderful Ornament:

and: Emphafis. to a_Difcourfe; and
) often.
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often give the Mind a brighter and
fironger Idea of a "Fhing than proper
Words. We receive much of our
Knowledge into the Mind by the out-.
ward Senfes: And Comparifons drawn
from Things fenfible and pleafant
(fuch as the moft florid Tropes are)
come cafy and agreeable to the Mind;.
as exémpting it from that fevere Stu-
dy and Application, which is necei-.
fary for the Difcovery of thofe Truths
which do not immediately fall under
the Notice of our Senfes. Such .are
the Properties and fublime Powers of
Bhuman Sou/s, the Attributes and' Ma-~
jety of Almighty God; which are in
themfelves the moft vencerable Truths
in Nature, and of the higheft Impor-
tance to Mankind. A good and beau-
tiful Trope often gives us a clearer
Apprehenfion of thefe Things, than:
large Difcourfes that are obfcur'd'and -
encumberd by perplex’d Reafoning,
and endlefs Divifions. Thus tis the
Cuftom of the divine Writers to de-
&ribe the 4lefed God with human:
o Shage;
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Shape and Eyes, to put into hisHands
all the.Inftruments of War, and to
arm him with Thunder and Light-
ning { that by the Ferror of thefe fen-
fible and well-known Things they may
give Men awful Apprehenfions of his
invifible and refiftlefs Power , and .
make lafting Imprefliens upon their
Minds. Virgsl calling the two Sa’fio’s*
the Thunderbolts of War, reprefents
the rapid Speed and viétorious Progrefs
of their Arms with more Emphafis
- than all the plain Terms of the Roman
LEanguage could have done. When:
to defcribe the Pleafantnefs of a rich -
Harve, the Wniter fays, the Fields
laugh and fing; heraifes in the Mind'
8 more gay and delightful Imaginations
both of the Fruitfulnefs of the Crop,. -
and the Chearfulnefs of the Seafon,
than a long and-particular Relation, in
the beft chefen plain Words, could-
have rais'd.” Tropes at firft, in the rude
‘Times of the World, us'd for Necef-
fity, were foon found to be ornamental,.
aad to give Strength and Gracefulnefs.
& o
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to the Turn of Mens Thaoughts:. As
Garments firft put on for the neceflz
Defence of the Body againft the Seve-
rities of the Weather, were quickly
found to be ferviceable to fet off the
comely Pro%ortions, and add to the
Dignity of the Body itfelf. ‘

4. Mankind are mightily pleafed
with a feafonable and fele@& Trope,
becaufe it exprefles the Boldnefs and
Curiofity of an duthor’s Fancy, which
is not content with Things near and
vulgar only; but fteps out of the
common Way to fetch in fomething
noble, new and furprifing. By an
expreflive and beautiful 77gpe a freth
Notion is ftarted to entertain the Mind,
and yet it is not taken off from the
Subjeét before it ; only fees it placed
in a better and fironger Light. That
the young Scholar may make ufe of
Tropes feafonably and with Advantage,
thefe following Direétions may be
carried in mind.

1. Be

L
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1. Be {paring and cautious in the
Ufe of them, and omit them when
they are not citheras plain as proper
Words, or more expreflive. Tropes
are the Riches of a Language, and
therefore it will be anImputation upoa
2 Man to lavith them away without
Difcretion. Too thick a Croud of
them encumber a Difcourfe, and
make it obfcure and heavy ; and that
is juft contrary to the Nature and De-
fign of Tropes; which is to illuftrate
dark Truths, and relieve the labour-
ing Thoughus.

2. Care muft be taken that Tropes
hold a Proportion to the Ideas in-
tended to be rai’d by them. And
this may be taken in two Senfes :
Firft, there ought to be an eafy and
unforc’d Relation betwixt the Troge
and the proper Word it is put for, or
the Thing intended to be exprefs'd by
it. When there is not this Suitable-
nefs and Relation, the Expreflion at
beft will be harth and unpleafant ;
but often barbarous and ridiculous.

Such
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‘Such wasthatSaying of the Roman ex-
pos'd by Tully --- The Commonwealth
'was caftrated by the Death of Cato. The
Connexion between the Tropeand the
proper Ward, onght to be fo clofe and
evident, that the one cannot be men-
tion’d without raifing the Jdea of the
other. This Connexion is either na-
tural or artificial : Tbe natwral is when
the Things expre[Sd by their proper
wnd metapborical Names naturally re-
femble one another. When ’tis faid a
Man has Arms of Brafs, that Expref-
fion readily and naturally conveys to
one’s Underftanding, a Notion of the
extraordinary Strength and Firmnefs
of that Man’s Arms. The artificial
Connexion depends upon Ufe and
effablifbed Cuffom. The Turks are
generally efteem’d a barbarous and
cruel People; a rude and unrelenting
Perfon is by Cuftom call’d a Turk;
and the frequent Ufe of it in this
Senfe makes the Idea of the Word
Turk raife in the Mind the Idea of a
rude and unrelenting Man. The other

way

*
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way of preferving the Proportion
above-mention’d is, thata Zrgpedon’t
exprefs more or lefs than the Thing
requires : That Things capable of
Heightening and Ornament be not
debas’'d and vilify’d by low Expref-
fions; nor fmall Matters over-magni-
fy’d by pompous and {welling Words
of Vanity. Euripides is cenfur’d by
Ariftotle for calling Rowing the Ex-
ercife of the Empire of the Oar; and
fo may Cats in Agellius for calling a
Hill, cover’d withBrakesand Thickets,
by the Name of a Wart. But if a
Trope feem to be a little harfh, and
yet is neceflary, and very fignificant,
you may mollify and {mooth it by a
good Epitbet, or ina few Words with-
out Formality, begging the Reader or
Hearer 1o pardon the Expreflion.

3. A Trope ought to be obvious
and intelligible : and therefore muft
not be fetch’d from Things too remote,
fo as to require much Reading and
Learning to apprehend it. If 2 Man,

: {peaking
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fpeaking of a Houfe of Debauchery,
15;:, ’tis a dangerous Rock of Youz,
the Relation lies plain to an ordinary
* Capacity: But if gc calls it the Syrtes
of Youth, ’tis far-fetch’d and obfcure;
becaufe few know that the Sysres are
Sands on the Coaft .of dfxic. .which
inevitably fwallow up all the Ships
that fall inte them.” -

4. No Tropes are to be us’d, which
convey a fordid or lewd Zdea to the
Mind. Vile and debauch’d Expref-
fions.are fure Marks of an-abjeét and

roveling Mind, apd the filthy Overs
govéings of a vicious Heart. . Hé who
fo far forgets the' Defign and Dignity
of Speech, as to endeavour-to poifon
and debauch by it, inftead of inftru&-
ing in Virtue, ‘and pleafing Men in
order to do thein good, acls againtt
Reafon, and all the DCCQD(‘:ICS and
Modefty of buman Nature.* " :

To conclude: Tropes and metapho-
rical Expreflions are us'd either for
Necefity, Emphafis, or Decency. For
Neceffity, when we have not proper

. Words
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Words to declare our Thoughts; for ‘
Emphafis, when the proper Words
‘we have are not {0 comprehenfive and
fignificant ;, for Decency, when plain
Language would give Offence and
Diftafte to the Reader. .

At

" Cwaer IL
Containing a particular Account of the
 chief Tropes of Language.

§ 1. SRR ETAPHOR 45 a Trope,

3 1 Eeiuier

oy Ig}élﬁqb' «‘z’peibut aftrange
BX| 7Vord for a proper Word,

! "~ 'by reafon of 1ts Refem-
blance and Rela'zjion{; z'tf All Tropes
are, in firi fpeaking, Metaphors or
Tranflations; yet this is mare peculi-
. arly calld fo by reafon of its conftant
Ufe, and peculiar Beauty. But more
plainly to diftinguifh this particular
Trope from the general Name, it may
be thus defin’d: A4 Metaphor is a Si-
mile or Comparifon, intended to en-

. : force
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Jorce and illuftrate the Thing we [peak
of, without the Signs or Form of Com-
parifon. Thus, if we fay, God is a
Shield to good Men, it is a Meta-
phor; becaufe the Sign of Comparifin
is not exprefs'd, tho’ the Refemblance,
which is the Foundation of the Trape,
is plain: As a Shield guards him that
bears it againft the Attacks and Strokes
of an Enemy; fo the Providence and
Favour of God prote@s good Men
from Malice and Misfortunes. But if
the Sentence be put-thus, God is as a
Shield to good Men, then it becomes
a Simile, or Comparifon. So in fhort,
a Metaphor is a firiéter or clofer Com-
parifon ; and a Comparifon a lofer
and lefs compalt Metaphor. The Me-
taphor is very vigorous and beautiful
in thas noble Paffage of my Lord
Rofcommon* ; a

. = Who did ever in Frewch Authors fee
The compréhenfive Englifb Energy?

* Efay on tranflaied Verfe, v. 51, &
H 2 T
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The weighty Bullion of one fterling Line,
Drawn in Fremch Wire, would thro’ whole

Pages fhinc.

This Trope may be taken from any
thing which is the Object of any of
qur Senfes; but that is generally the
moft agreeable and fprighdy, which
arifes from the Senfe of Seeing; be-
caufe of all the Senfes Seeing is the
- moft perfe® and comprehenfive, the

moft unweary’d and inquifitive, the
mofl defirable and delightful. That
#s a fine Paflage of the eloquent Arch-
bifbop Tillotfon * ; « Piety and Vir-
« tue, in Perfons of eminent Place
« and" Dignity, are feated to great
¢« Advantage, {o as to caft a Luftre
« upon their very Place, and by a
«¢ ftrong RefleCtion double the Beams
« of Majefty.” This lively way of -
Expreffion is of extraordinary Ufe in
Deferiptions of a confiderable Length ;

,(-

} :Scrm, lFol:i;a, Lond. 1696. p. 45. .
1t
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it keeps the Mind pleas’d, and the At-
tention awake. So, if an Author is
oblig’d to give a large Account of
Things plain, and of common Obfer-
vation, he muft raife and ennoble them
by ftrong and graceful Metaphors. .
. This Rule that Miracle of Reafon
and Eloquence T«/ly has obferv’d in
his elaborate Defcription of the feve-
ral Parts of this habitable World, in
his Books concerning the Nature of
the Gods.  So has the Prince of Latin
Poetry in his accurate Georgics, where
he has made his meaneft and coarfeft
Subje@s fine and admirable by his ju-
dicious Ufe of Metapbors. The little
Affairs of Shepherds and Farmers, in
his perfet Lines, appear with Dig=
nity. His Defcriptions make the
Country a Paradife; and his Touch,
as a noble * /it expreffes it, turns
every thing into Gold. Thofe are

admirable and very beautiful Mefa-

# Boileau,

H 3 phors,
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phors, when the Properties of rational
Creatures are apply’d to Animals, and
thofe of Animals to Plants and Trees:
This way of treating a Subject gives
Life and Beauty to the whole Crea-
tion. We receive the ftrongeft Plea-
fure from thofe bold and comprehen-
five Metaphors, which, befides the
Illuftration of the Subject they are in-
tended to raife and improve, convey
o us a frefh and a lively Jmage ; as
that in Spenfer :

Vile is the Vengeance on the Afhes cold;
. And Envy bafe, to bark at fleeping Fame.

I § 2. ALLEGORY #s a Contsnuation
of feveral Metaphors all thro’ the fame
Sentence or Difcourfe, when one Thing
1s Jaid, and fometbing different is un-
derflood. : _

‘ Did I but purpofé to embark with thee
On the fmooth Surface of a Summer’s Sea,

While
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* While geatle Zephyrs play with profp’rous

j‘~Gﬂa," o - 'j

- And Fortune’s Favour filfs the fwelling Sails;
‘But would forfake the Ship, and make theShore,

When the Winds whiftle, and the Tempefts

roar * ?

The Ufe of an Allegory is to con-
vey our Meaning under difguis'd
"Terms, when to fpeak it out in plain
may not be fo fafe, fo feafonable, or
effeual upon the Perfon we defign
to inftru& by it. ’Tis often likewife -
us'd for Magnificence and Loftinefs,
to raife Wonder, and gratify Curio-
ﬁ;y. To prevent Confufion, and want
of Confequence and Decorum in a
Difcourfe, an Allegory muft end as it
begun ; and the fame AMeraphor,
which was chofenat firft, be conunu’d
to the laft. Several Allegories may be
brought- into ome” Difcourfe™at a fmall

* Prior’s Heary and Emma, p. 187. of Poems, Lond.
1701,
H 4 Diftance
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Diftance one from another; but eve-
ry Particular muft be in a Sentence
diftinét from the reft, intirely of a
Piece, and muft admit nothing fo-
reign. To this may be referr'd Apo-
logue or Fable, which is afcribing the
A&icns, Paffions, and Difcourfe of
Mankind, to the irrational, and even
inanimate Creation, with a Defign to
Inftrut and affe@ People with an ufe-
ful Moral dextroufly convey’d.

§3. METONYMY is 2 Trope, where-
8y ont Name is put for another, which

1t may properly fland for, by reafin of
the near Relation or mutual Dependence

there is between both,
- On Fuwo finiles, when he impregns the Clouds,
i 'That fhed Maﬁﬂo«;’b"' ——! '

L3

1.

¢ Milton’s Par. Loft, 4%, 500, sor.

The




to the CLASSICS. 167

The mild and fruitful Showers of
April have fuch a certain and fpeedy
Influence upon the beautiful Produ-
&ions of May, that by the Flowers
any Man underftands thofe {oft Rains
which feed and cherifh them. - '

By this Trope any of the moft fig-
nificant Circumftances or Appendages
of a Thing are put for the Subject or
chief Thing to which they belong, or
on which they depend. But I think,
this Trope is us’d with much more
Vigour and Advantage in the follow-
ing Cafes:

1. When the Narration or Counfel
ftands for the A&ion; and what. the
Poet or Hifforian defcribes, he is faid
to do; which is a vehement way of
Expreffion, exceeding the common as
much as A&ion goes beyond Defcrip-
tion, and Life exeels Painting. -

Againft bold Turass the great Trojan grm,
Amidft their Strokes the Poe# gets no Harm =
Hs - Achiilss
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Achilles may in Epic Verfe be flain, &c. *

2. When the Name of any Rela-
tion is put for the Duty which that
Relation requires, and the Benevolence
and Tendernefs which may be expected

from it. Anacreon +, fpeaking of
Money, fays, that thro it there is no-

longer any fuch thing as Brethren or
Parents in the World. When the Love
of Money is the reigning Paffon in a
Man, it banithes Humanity, confounds
Right and Diftin&ion, and tramples
upon the moft facred and endearing
Relations in Nature.

. Rivers, which contribute fo
much to the Plenty and Pleafantnefs
of a Country, are often mention’d by
the Poets to exprefs the whole Country
in- which they arife, or thro’ which
they take their Courfe|. A Branch

* Dryden’s Juvenal, Sat. 1. v. 145
+ Ode 46. v. 744, 745. Barnes’s Ed. .
| See Theoc. 1dyl. 4.6. Virg.G.1V. 560, §61.

of

~

- Sy M.~
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of the Metonymy is Antonomafa, or
Exchange of Names, which puts.a
gnificant . and emphatical Epitbet,
Title, or Charalter, for the troper.
and moft diftinguifbing Name. The
Word which ig.us'd for the principal
and mof} proper Name, iseither taken*
from the Perfon’s Country, Family,.
Relation, Profeflion, perfonal Circum<
ftance, Refemblance to fome other
Perfon, or from the Virtue or Vice:
for which he is remarkable. Sarda~
napalus was a Mafter of Debauchery ;
Nero of Cruelty: Therefore to call a.
very debauch'd Perfon Sardanapalus;.
and a cruel one Nero, brands them.
much deeper than barely to call one
debauch'd, and the other cruel. The.
Nearnefs and Connexion of the Names
is the true Ground and Reafon of their.
Exchange. This muft be carefully,
obferv’d, that whenever any Epithet,.
additional Title, or other Denomina-
tion, excludes the proper and primi-
tive Name, it ought to ftart a new
Thought ar leaft; and is then' com-

HO pletcly.

oy
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pletely right, and highly agreeable,
when it carries a fuller Signification,
and ‘makes up a ftronger and more
livelyCharafter. ThisTropeisof very
great Ufe and Extent; gives boundlefs
Scope and Liberty to the Fancy; and
furnithes 2 Man with an unexhaufted
Plenty of Notions, and a delightful
Variety of Expreffions.

§.4. SynecpocHE, or Comprehen-
fion, 75 a Trope which puts the Name
of the Whole for a Part, or of a Part
Jor the Whole; a General for a Parts-
cular of the fame Kind, or a Pariicu-
lar for @ General. By this Trope a
round and certain Number is often fet
down for an uncertain one. The
Plural us'd for the Singular generally
gives an Elevation and Turn of Gran-
deur to the Difcourfe.

Leave Earth, my Mufe, and foar a glorious
~ Height ;A ‘
Tell me what Heroes flew the gallant Hedor,

Cycmns,
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Cyewusy and’ Memmom, terrible in Arms™,

Where °tis plain the Pees only fpeaks
of Achilles ; but he ufes the Plural
Number to magnify the Strength and
Courage of his Hero; and to fthew
that one fuch brave Man is of more
Value and Importance in War than
Troops of common Warriors, The
treacherous Sinom emphatically ufes
the Plural for the Singular, when he
would aggravate his Danger of being
facrific’d by his Countrymen, and
raife the Horror of their Preparations
for thofe inhuman Rites,

Ye curfed Swords and Altars which I fcapd § !

Sometimes a fingle ecollective Word
exprefles Muhitudes with more Clear-
nefs and Vehemence than Plurals
would do; as in that Paflage of He-

* Pindar. Ifthmai. 3. v. 48,
§ Visg. £a. 2. 157,

rodotus,
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rodotus*, when Phrynicus reprefent—
ed the Deftru@ion of Miletus on the
Stage, the Theatre buift out into
Tears. If the Author had faid, all
the People in the Theatre burft out
into Tears,  who fees not that the Ex-

reflion- would "have been compara-
tively loofe and languid ?

But whether Plurals be us’d for
Singulars, or on the contrary, there
is need of Judgment and great Con-
fideration, to difcern that the way of
fpeaking preferr’d to the other be in-
that Place, and upon that Oceafion,
more proper and beautiful : That it
more ftrongly defcribe the Paffion,
more agreeably diverfify and adorn
the Period, and more effettually con-
tribute to the Surprife and Pleafure

of the Reader.

§ 5. HYPERBOLE 45 2 Trope thar
goes beyond the Bounds of firigt
Truth, in reprefenting Things greater

* Lib. vi. p. 341.
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or fmaller, better or worfe than really
they are, in order to raife Admiration
or Love, Fear or Contempt.

Camilla.

Outftript the Winds in fpeed uponthe Plaim
Flew o'er the Fields, nor hurt the bearded
Grain.: ‘
She fivept the Seas, and as fhe-skit’d along,
Her fiying Feet unbath’d on Billows lung *;

Human Nature is feldom content
with Things as they are; but is apt
to magmify whar it admires to the
Height of Wonder; and fink what it
defpifes or hates to the loweft Degree
of Contempt. Things great, new,
and admirable, extremely pleafe the
Mind of Man; but Trifles drefs’d up
in gaudy Ornaments, and a counter-
feit Sublime, give the utmoft Averfion

* Dryd. Virg. £Eu. 7. in fine.
to
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to 2 Man of clear Reafon, and elegant
Tafte. Therefore Temper and Judg-
ment are to be us’d in both Branches
of this Trope, in Excefs and Defeé?;
“that we neither fly too high, nor fink
too low ; that we neither mifapply
nor carry too far our Wonders and
Praifes, nor our Contempt and In-
veCtives. For to admire worthlefs
Things, and defpife Excellencies, is
a fure Sign of Weaknefs and Stupi-
dity; and in the latter Cafe, of Ill-
nature and Malice befides. There
are various Ways of exprefling an
Hyperbole : 1 fhall name three which
feem to be the chief.

1. In plain and direc? Terms which
far exceed the Stri@nefs of Truth:

The Giant’s lofty Head o’ertops the Clouds *.
2. By Similitude or Comparifon.

* Virg. £n. 3. 620,
It
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It feams 85 i the Cyclades again
Were rooted up, and juftied in the Main:
E Or ljoating Mountains floating Mountains
meet: | o
- Such is the firft Encounter of the Fleet*.

- 3. By a fitrong Metaphor : As the
Poer i the Place above-mention’d,
inftead of faying that Cami/laran very
{wiftly, heightens the Expreflion, and
makes her fly. Two or three of thefe .
Tropes added together raife our Won-
der and Pleafure, by carrying up ‘the
Difcourfe to the utmoft Point of Sub- -
limity. - Pindar {peaking of Hercules
invading the Inhabitants of Ces, fiys,
that Hero’s Attack upon them was
not like Winds, or Seas, or Fire, but
like a Thunderbolt ; as if the Fury

_ of thofe was lefs, of this. only equal,

There are the fame Steps and Degrees
of finking what is to be render’d con-

* Dryden’s Virgil. £n. 8. 691, A69:.'. .
temptible



176 A New fntroduéfian

temptible and ridiculous, as of raifing
what thould appear great and wonder-
ful. ’Tis a bold Trape, and muft be
us'd with Caution and Judgment. .In
comical Chara&ers, and’Pieces of Hu-
mour and Drollery more Liberty is al-
low’d than in ferious and grave Sub-
je&s. Not only Plautus in the Cha-
racter of Euclio §, but Horucein theDe-
fcription of his 8%i/er )], funs the Mat-
ter to a Degree of Extravagauce. -

§. 6. IronY 75 a Trope whereby a ~
Man fpeaks contrary to bis Thoughts,
that be may fpeak with more Force
and Advantage.. As when a notori-
ous Villain is fcornfully compliment-
ed with the Tides of a very honeft
and excellent Perfon. 'The Chara&er
of the Perfon frenically commended,
the Air of Contempt that appears in
the Speaker or Hriter, and the Exor-
bitance of the Commendations, fuffi-

§ In Aulularia. {. Sat. 2. 3-
' ciently
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ciently difcover the Diffimulation.

Milton reprefents God Almighty ad-.
drefling his blefled Soz upon the Re-
volt of Luctfer, and laughing to fcorn

the Attempts of thofe moft ungrate-

ful and infatvated Rebels, in a very

majeftic Irony : '

Son! Thou in whom my Glory I behold
In full Refplendence, Heir of all my Might,
Nearly it now concerns Us to be fure

Of our Omnipotence * |

This. way of Expreffion has great
Force in corre&ing Vice and Hypo-
crify, 'and dathing Vanity and Impu-.
dence out of Countenance. To drefs-
up a fcandalous Wretch in all the Vir-
tues and amiable Qualities that are
dire&ly contrary to the vicious and
ugly Difpofitions which have rendered
him infamous, only makes him ex-
ceflively ridiculous in thofe Mock-

* Parad. Loft. V. v. 719, &ec.
Ornaments;
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Ornaments; and more effeually expo-
fes him for a public Mark of Derifion.
Falfe and unmerited Praife lathes an
Offender with double Severity, and
fets his Crimes in a glaring Light. A
lively and agreeable kind of this Trope
is #ronical Exhortation : By this when
a Man has largely reckon’d up the
Inconveniencies and Mifchiefs that at-
tend any Pra&ice or way of Living,
he concludes with feign’d Encourage-
ment and Advice to a&t after that
Manner, and purfue that very Courfe
of Life.

So when Horace® has ‘beautifully
defcrib’d  the Tumults, Noife, and’

Dangers of Rome, he clofes his De--

fcription with this drolling Appli-
cation ;

Go now, and ftudy tuneful Verfe at Rome !

When a dying or dead Perfon is in-
_ fulted with Scoffs and. fromical Tart-

¥ Ep. 2.2, 67. _ p
nefs,
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nefs, ’tis ufually call’'d a Sarcafm,
which proceeds from Heat of Blood,
Eagernefs of Refentment, and that
Arrogance and Pride which pofleffes
the Heart of Man upon Vi&ory and

- Succefs. Cuftom has prevail’d, that
any keen Saying, which has the true
Point of Satire, and cuts deep, iscall'd
a Sarcafm. '

Had Cain been Scot, God would have chang’d
his Doom,

Not banifh’d him, but have confin’d him
home *,

§. 7. CATACHREsIs, or Abule, is
a bold Trope, which borrows the Name
of one Thing to exprefs anotber Thing 5
which either bas no proper Name of
its own; or, if it bas, the borrow'd
Name is more furprifing and accept-
able by 1ts Boldnefs and Novelty,
Milton's Defcription of Raphaels
Defcent from the Empyreal Heaven -

# Cleavcland,

to
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to Paradife, affotds us a beautiful Ex-
ample of this Trope this laft way:
Down thither prone in Flight

Hec fpeeds, ‘and thro’ the vaft Esbereal Sky
Sails between Worlds and Worlds —— *.

The firft way of ufing this Trope may
be illuftrated by this Inftance. A Par-
ricide is ftrictly and properly 2 Mur-
derer of his Father; but there is no
appropriate and authoriz’d Name in
Englifb for a Murderer of his Mo-
ther, Brother, Sifter, &¢. therefore
we call all thofe bloody unnatural
Wretches by the Name of Parricide.
And tho’ at firft there be a feeming
Impropriety in the Word fo apply'd;
et upon a little Confideration, we
find that the Senfe runs clear, :and the.
Connexion is juft and obvious. - *Tis
no Trelpafs againft Reafon and Pro-
priety of Language to give the fame

* Parad. LoZ. V. v. 266, &c.
odious
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odious Name to Monfters, whoare in-
volved in the fame enormous Guilt.
By this thort Account ’tis plain, that
there is a general Analogy and Rela-
tion between all Tropes, and that in
all of them a Man ufes a foreign or
ftrange Word inftead of a proper one;
and _therefore fays one Thing, and
means fomething different. When he
fays one Thing, and means another
almoft the fame, ’tis a Synécdocke or
Gomprebenfion : - When he fays one
Thing, and means another mutually
depending, ’tis 'a Metonymy : When
he fays one Thing, and meansanother
oppofite or contrary, ’tis an Irony :
When he fays one Thing, and means
another like to it, it is a Metaphor: A
Metaphor sontinu’d and often repeated.
becomes an Allegory : A Metaphor car-
ry’d to a great Degree of Boldnefs is
an Hyperbole; and when at firft Sound
it feerns a litcle harfh and fhocking,
and may be imagin’d to carry fome
Impropriety in it, ’tis a Catachrefis.

CHar.
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Cuapr IL

Giving an Account of the Nature,
.. Neceffity, and Uﬁe of Fi lgurcs n

. generdl.

TYLRT Fxcunn is eAJaﬁner
N @ of Speaking differens
_ X=dF O from the ordinary amd

=% plain Way, and more
emphatical 5. exprelfing . a Paffion, or
coutaining- @ Beauty. .. .

The beft and moﬁ hvdy Figures
do both, ~ The Impreffions of Won-
der, Love, Hatred, Fear, Hope, (¢,
made upon the Soul of Man, are cha-
raCteriz’d and communicated by Fi-
gures 5 which are the Language of
the Paffisns. God bhas planted thefe
Paffions in our Nature, to put us up-
on .cxerting all our Abilities and
Powers to guard ourfelves againft
Mifchiefs and Dangers ; and to at-
tain Things which are ferviceable to
our Prefervation and Pleafure.

The
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The Soul has fuch a mighty Com-
#mand over that curious Organ the hu-
man Body, that it can make all the
Impreflions upon it, (while it ‘is in
Health and -‘Harmeny) whereby all
the different Affections and Paffiens
are exprefsd. It can by its fovereign
Pleafure fo meve and alter the Blood
and Spirits, fo contract or relax the
Nerves, that in Sorrow, a Deadnefs
and ‘Heavinefs thall make the Coun-
tenance lour: In Anger, a brutal
Fiercenefs (hall inflame the Eyes, and
ruffle the Looks-into Deformity: In
Joy and Chearfulnefs, a f{prightly
Gaiety thall {mile in the Eye, and en-
liven. every Feature. The Soul like-
wife tunes the Organs of Speech, and
fets them to that Key which will moft
effeGtually -exprefs -her prefent Senti-
ments. 8o that_in-Joy, the Vaice
thall -be-tender, flowing, and rapu-
rous ; in ‘Anger, {hrill, eager, and
full of Breaks; in Fear,: low, cen-
fus'd, and ftammering.

| I & 2.
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§ 2. Tue Necefity of Figures
may appear from the following Rea-
{ons:

1. Without Figures you cannot de-
fcribe a Man in a Paffion ; becaufe a
Man in a cool and fedate Temper is
quite another Thing from himfelf un-
der a Commotion, and vehement Dif-
turbance. His Eyes, his Motions
and Expreflions are intirely different;
and why fhould not the Defiription
of him in fuch contrary Poftures be
fo? Nay, the feveral Pafions muft
be as carefully diftinguifh’d as a Staie

—-of Indolence and Tranquillity from
any one Pafion. For Inftance, the
fame Hecor taking Leave of his Lady
and only Son, and after purfuing the
Greeks with Fire and Sword to their
Ships, muft be painted with very dif-
ferent Colours. = There he muft lay
afide all the Fiercenefs and Terrors
of the Warrior, and appear with all
the Condefcenfion and Goodnefs of a
tender Husband and indulgent Fatber.

Here
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Here he muft refume all his military
Ardour ; a noble Rage muft fparkle
in hisFace, and his very Smiles muft
be terrible,

If Writers and Speakers defire to
affect their Readersand Hearers, they
muft not only appear to be concern’d,
butr mutft really be fo.

When a Man is vehemently mov’d
with the Pgffion which he would in-
{pire other People with, he fpeaks
with Spirit and Energy; and will na-
turally break out into ftrong Figures,
and all the fuitable and moving Ex-
preflions of "an_ undiffembled Elo-
quence. Unlearn’d People in Grief,
Anger, Joy, &c. utter their Paffion
with more Vehemence and Fluency
than the moft learn’d, who are not
heartily interefted in the Matter, nor
throughly warmed with the Paffion
which they defcribe.  What the
Speaker is, for the moft part the Au-
diencé will be: If he be zealoufly
concern’d, they will be attentive ; if
he be indifferent, they will be per-

I2 feitly
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feétly carelefs and cold. Fire kindles
Fife ; 'Life and Heat in the Speaker,
‘enlivén "and infpirit the Reader. As
We fee' by common Experience, that
one very gay and pleafant Perfon' pro-
Pagates”his chearful Humour wherc-
ever he comes; and _gives a Vivacity
to ‘a whole Company: fo, on the con-
trary, a f{our and fullen' Wretch damps
‘the Livelinefs -of all about him, and
infects them with his own melancholy
'and gloomy Temper. '

. "3. Figures-are highly fervieeable to
‘clear-ditficult Truths ; to makea Style
‘pleafant and pathetical ; -and to-awa-
ﬁcn and fix Attention. -But of this
‘more in our particular Accounts of
the Figures themfelves.

. '§.’3. 1 sHALL now only mention
fome of ‘the Dire&tions which are
given by our great Mafiers for the
prudent and proper Ule of Figures.

1. Let your Difcourfe always be
founded upon Nature and Senfe, fup-
ported with ftrong Reafon and Proof;i;

an
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and’ then add the Ormaments and
Heightning of Figures. A Man, of
clear Underftanding will defpife the
Flourifh of Figures,” that has not folid
Senfe; and' Pomp of Words, that
wams Truth and: Qubftance of Things.
The regular way is to inform the
Fuedgment, and:then to rajfe the Pa/-
' When your Hearer is fatisfy'd
with your Argument, he is then ag
leifure to indylge his Paffions ; and
your Eloquence and. pathetical Ad-
drefs will “fcarce fail to have Powes
and Prevalence over him.
2. Befparing in the Ufe of Figures,
A Pafffon defcrib’d in a Multitude of
Words, and carry’'d on to a difpro-
portionate Le,ngth,, fails of the %nd
propos’d, and tires inftead of pleafing.
Contra&t your Force into a moderaté
Compafs ; and be nervous rather than
copious: But if at ahy Time thece be
occafion for you to indulge 3 Copiopf=
nefs of Style, beware it does not run
into Loofenefs and Luguriznee.

I3 3. Fi-
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3. Figures muft not be over adorn’d,
nor affe@edly labour’d, and rang'd
into nice and fcrupulous Periods. By
AffeGation and Shew of Art, the
Orator betrays and expofes himfelf;
and ’tis apparent, that he is rather
ambitious to fet off his Parts and Wit,
than that he expreffes his fincere Con-
cern and Pefion. His Hearer will
defpife him as a Trifler, and hate his
Hypocrify, who attempts to delude
him with falfe Reafoning; and -per-
fuade him to the Belief of what he
himfelf does not believe. ‘Therefore
he will ftand upon his Guard againft
a Man whom he fufpe@s to have
Defigns upon him ; and who pro-
pofes to triumph over his Weaknefs.
Sprightlinefs of Thought and Subli-
mity of Senfe moft naturally produce
- vigorousand trapfporting Figares ;and
moft beautifully conceal the Art,which
muft be us’d in cloatheing them in
fuitable Expreflions, The Thought
1s fo bright, and the Turn of the Pe-
riod fo eafy, that the Hearer is not

aware
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aware of their Contrivance, and there-
fore is more effeGually influenced
by their Force:

Cuar IV,

Giving a particular Account of the
chief and moft moving Flguxes of
Speech.

Lt

OO XCLAMATION i5 a Fi-
SEN gure that expreffes the

) oreaking out and Vebe-

mence of any Paffion.

O unexpe&ted Stroke, worfe than of Death!

Muft I thusleave thee, Paradife ? Thus leave

Thee, native Soil ; thefe happy Walks and
Shades,

Fit Haunt of Gods *!

* Milton’s Parad, Loft, IL. v. 268, &c.
: 14 Some
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Some Figures are the proper Ean-
guage of fome particular Pﬂﬁom .
but zbis expréfles them.all. “Tis the.
Voice of Nature, when fhe is in Cons
cern and Tranfport. TheSoul being
vehemantly moved, raifes theanimal
Spirits ; which paffing thro’ the Chan-
nels of the Body, flow into the Muf-
cles that are about the Organs of the
Voice, and ftraiten the Paflage of the
Words ; fo that the Paffionn prefies
them out with greater Force and Im-
petuoufnefs. The Paffon of Androma=
cbe, upon the News of her Sen’s being
fentenc’d to be thrown from a Preci-
pice, and dafh’d in Pieces, and that of
Hecuba upon the View of his mangled
Bedy, are as mafterly Touches as any
in Buripides* : On that Occafion the
Tragic Mufe put on her Robe of
decpeft Mourning, and deplor'd the
untimely and cruel Fate of the Royal
Innocent in ‘the tendereft and moft
melting Strains of Sorrow.

* Troades, 735, &c. 1167, &c.

§ 2
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§ 2. Doyst exprefles the Debate
of the Mind with itfelf upop a pref-
fing Difficulty. A Man in a fevere
Strait and Perplexity firfl takes up ene
Refolution, and then lays it afide ;
after thipks another Methad more
convenient, and then changes again.
He is tofs’'d to and fro with ftrong
Tides of Pqffioy; and at laft, affer
tecrible Seruggles, fearce fixes s
on a fipal Dererminarion. Thus
Dido upon the Departute of her-
Lover : ‘ o g

What hall T do? What Succour can I find 2
Become a Suppliant to Hiarbas’ Pride'?' -
And take my Turn to court, and be denf,c\l ?-
Shall T with chis ungfateful Trojan go ‘?‘ -
Forfake an Empire, and at;end aFoc?

Then fhall I feek alone the churlith Crew; -
Or with my Fleet theie fiying Sails pufue? -

Lg-. Rather .
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Rather with Steel thy guilty Breaft invade,
- And take the Fortune thou tliyfe]flnﬁ%
made*. ‘

This Figure keeps the Soul iti.éa-
ger Attention, and moves all her

Tendernefs and Compaflions for an
unhappy Sufferer.

§.3. CorrRECTION #s @ Figure

‘ vwbereby a Man earneftly retralls

and recals, what be bad [aid, or re-

Jolv'd, '

' o—— Firft and laft

On me, me only, s the Source and Spring

Of all Corruption, all the Blame lights due:

So might the Wrath ! Fond With ! couldft
Thou fupport

* Dryd. Visg, £n. 4.

Thas
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" That Burden, heavier than the Earth to bear;
Than all the World much heavier * 2

~ When what an Author had faid
appears too much, he abates it by
corre@ing himfelf, and ufing fome
leflening Expreffion. What isit then
can give Men the Heart and Cou-
rage ; but I recal that Word, becaufe
it is not true Courage, but Fool-
hardinefs, to outbrave the Judgments:
of God 4? When what has been faid
appears too little, he ftrengthens the
Expreflion, and enlarges the Thought.
This was a great Trouble to me, but
that much more, that before my Face
they thus entertain’d, carefs’d, and
kifs’d my Enemy: My Enemy, did I
fay ? Nay, the Enemy of the Laws,
“the Courts of Juftice, of Peace, his
Country, and all good Men§.” An
Autkor thus corre&ting and checking
himfelf, prevents Cavils and Ob-

*® _Adam in Milt. Par. Loft, X. 851, &e. )
-+ Tillotfon. § Cicero.
I6 jections ;
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je&ions; and by the unexpected
Quicknefs of the Recolle&tion and
Turn, pleafingly furprifes the Reader,
and all of a fudden fires him wich
his own Pafion. The Height of
this Figure is when a Perfon hav-
ing lately declar’d an Inclination to
a Thing, prefently rejeéts it with
Horror, and vows againft it with
Imprecations.

But may I firft in op’ning Earth fink down,

Or to the loweft Hell be Thundet-thrown,

In Night’s eterhal Shades. thut up beneath,

Ere I my Honour wound, or break my

~ Faith #!

§ 4. SUPPRESSION 75 2 Figure
whereby a Perjon in Rage, or other
Diflurbance of Mind, [peaks not out

all be means, but fuddenly breaks off
bis Difiourfe. 4

* Dido in Laudepdale’s Virg. £ 4.
' The
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The Gentleman in Terence, ex-
tremely incens'd againft his Adverfa-
ty, only accofts him with this abrupt
Saying, Thex of all ! The Excefs of
his Indignation and Rage choaked the
Paffage of his Voice, and would not
fuffer him to utter the reft. But in
thefe Cafes, tho' the Difconrfe is not
complete, the Meaning is readily un-
derftood; and the Evidence of the
Thought eafily fupplics the Defe@ of
Words.

Suppreffionfometimes proceeds from
Modefty, and Fear of uttering any
Word of ill and offenfive Sound.

§. 5. OMmission is when an Author
pretends, that be conceals and omits
wbat hbe declares. 1 do not mention
my Adverfary’s {candalous Gluttony
and Drunkennefs ; I take no Notice
of his brutal Lufts ; I fay not a Syl-
lable of his Treachery, Malice, and
Cruelty. In eager Pasffion and Cogq-
tefts Variety of Arguments croud into
a Man’s Thoughts; but he is formov'd -

and
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and difturb’d, that hie cannot regularly
inlarge upon them. Befides, he has
fome Fear, that if he fhould fay all his
Indignation would diGtate, he might
trefpafsupon the Patience of his Hear-
ers ; therefore he only gives fhorter
Hints, and pretends that Time and Re-
verence for them will notallow him to
be more copious and exprefs. This Fi-
gureis ferviceable to an'Orator, in pro-
pofing his weaker Arguments ; which
yet he knows lie more level to the Ca-
pacities of fome Part of his Audience ;
which be defires.to have an Intereft in=
therefore he does not quite omit them,
becaufe they may make Impreffions
on thofe Peapleto his Advantage: And
yet he mentions them with an Air of
Modefty and Caution, left he thould
difguft another Part of his Audience,
to whom they don’t appear of equal
Force and Convition. s

This Figure is related to the Irony.
Tully in his firft Oration againft Ca-
tiline points it at that Monfter with a
juft Severity and Satire :

What?

4
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What? When upon the Death of
your former Wife, you had made
Room in your Houfe for a new Mar-
riage, did not you enbance and con-
fummate that Deed of Horror with
another Piece of Wickednefi mon-
ftrous and incredible ? Which I pafs
by, and am willing it {liould be fup-
pres’d in Silence, left it fhould be
thought,either that fuch an outrageous
Impiety could be committed in this
City; or if committed, could ke car-
ried off with Impunity.

§ 6. ApprEess or Apoftrophe #
when in a vebement Commotion a
Man turns bimjelf on all fides, and
applies to the Living and Dead, to
Angels and Men, to Rocks, Groves,
and Rivers,

O Woods, O Fountains, Hillocks, Dales,
and Bow’rs! -

With other Echo late taught your Shades

To'
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To anfwer, and refound far other Song *.

When the Paffion is vidlent, it muft
break out and difcharge itfelf. By
this Figure the Perfon mov'd defires
to intereft univer(al Nature in his
Caufe ; and appeals to all the Crea-
tion for the Juftnefs of his Trinfport.
Adam's Morning Hymn in + Milton,
i 2 Chain and Continuation of the
moit beautiful and charming Apo-
firophes ; ’tis an aftonithing Flight of
Poetry in Imitation of the infpir'd
Writers , and can {carce be outdo
by human Wit, '
When the Poets addrefs a Mufe or
fome divine Power to affift and diré&t
them, this kind of Apofirephe or poe-
tical Prayer is called Znvecasion. By
which they gain Efteem both to their
Perfons and Poems: Tkeyare look’d
upon as favour'd, their Poems as in-
fpir'd, by Heaven, In the Progrefs of

* Adam in Milt. Par. Loft. 10, 860, &c.
¢ Par. Loft. V. 153, &ec.

their
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their Poems they- often repeat: thefe.
pious Addreffes ; efpecially’ when: a
Difficulty arifes, that furmounts hu-
manPower, oriSecretisto bereveal'd,
that could not be. found out by human
“Sagacity. Thefe Invocations, repeat-
ed at {eafonable Diftances, and’ upon
Occafions that require. them; diver-
- fify the Manner of the Style, refrefh
the Reader after a long Narrution,
and gratify him with Change and
Novelty.

A Species of this: Figure I take.
Communication to be, when the Speaker
applies to bis Fudges and Hearers, and
intreats-their Opsnion upon the Quefivon
i Debdate. By this a Man declares -
his hearty and unifeign’d Concern for
the Caule, and pays: Deference and
Honour' to thofe he addrefles ; they:-
are pleasd with his Modefty and
Submiffion, and fo inclin’d to hear
and judge with Favour. There is a
fort of Communication fomething dif-
ferent from this, when a Per]b%z ex-
cufes bis Conduc?, gsves Reafons for i-t";

' : , an
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and appeals to thofe about bim, whethes
shey be not fatisfaltory.

What thould Ido? While here I was enchain’d,.

.No Glyml;fe of godlike Liberty remain’d :
Nor could I hope, in any Place but there,
To find a God fo prefent to my Pray’r "‘.

§. 7. SusPENsION begins and car-
ries on a Period or Difcourfe in fuch a
Malmer as pleafes the Reader all along,

- and_keeps bim in Expeciation of fome
cogéde rable Thing in the Conclufion.
With what infinite Sweetnefs does
‘E‘ve carry on, with what grateful

\Surprife <clofe up, that rapturous
- Speech to- Adam, worthy an Inhabi-
tant of Parads _/E, and the State of
Innocerzce '

- Sweet is the Breath of Mom,. &c.
But neither Breath of Momn, when theafcends

* Dryd. Virg, Eclog. .
With

i N
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With Charm of earlieft Birds, nor rifing Sun
* In this delightful Land, nor Herb, Fruit, Flow’r,
Glift'ring with Dew, nor Fragrance after
Show’rs, .
Nor grateful Ev'ning mild, nor filent Night
. With this her folemn Bird, nor Walk by Noon,
Nor glitt’ring Star-light without thee
is fiveet *. ‘ |

This beautiful Figure makes Peo-
ple attentive; and when it is perfec,
as here, amply rewards the clafeft At~
tention. Great Care muft be taken,
~ that the Expecation which is rais'd,
be not difappointed: For nothing is
more vain and contemptible than to
promife much, and perform nothing ;
to ufher in an errant Trifle with the
Formality of. Preface, and folemn
Preparation.

. % Milt,Par. Loft, IV. wer. 641, &c.

Inverfion
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Inverfion is-a. Branch of this lively
Figure: Which is.wben the plain Or-
der of a Sentence is advantageoufly
tranfpos'd, to give Vigour and l§ ariety
to it ; and to keep the Mind- in an
agreeable- Sufpenfe, and. Bopeliation, of
a marvellous Turn and Conclufion,

It is a confiderable Beauty and
&race of Speech, either in Perfe or
Pryfée, when we have it from an able .
Genius. '

That Inverfion, in. the: Beginning
of Virgsl’s eighth. Pafloral; is bronght
in by the exccllenv Archbifbop of
Cambray-as:complete:

Paftorum Mufum, Damonis & Alphefiboei,
Immemor berbarum quos cﬁf mirata juvencak
Certantes; quorum. ftupefade carminelynces;
Et mutata fiios requierunt flumina, curfus;
Damonis Mufam dicemus, & Alphefibeel.

Take away this Fnverfon, fays that
great and good Man, and place the
: Words
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Words in the Order of Grammar,
and you'll take away -l their Motion
and “Majefly, their Grace, and - their
‘Harmony., - :

4..8.. INTERROGATION. is-awben the
Writer or Orator raifes Queflions, aud
resurns Anfwers; not as if be was in
.a Speech, or . continu'd Difeodrfe, but
-¢n Dialogue or Conference with bis
Reader, Auditor, or Adverfary,

« Tell me, will you go about, and
« af{k one another what News? What
« can be more aftonithing News than
this, -that. the Man of Macedon
« makes War upon the Athenians,
« and difpofes the Affairs of Greece?
. <« Is Philip dead? Noj; burt he’s fick.

« What fignifies it to you, whether
¢« he be dead or .alive ? For if an
« thing happen to. this' Phslip, youw'll

« immediately raife up aenotber *.”

[

 Demofthenes guored by Longinus.
All
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All this, deliverd without Interro-
gation, had been faint and ineffeGtual;
~but the Suddennefs and Fervor of

ueftion and Anfwer imitates the

Tranfport of Paffion; makes the Dif-
courfe to found with Probability, and
to be heard with Attention. What is
faid after fuch a warm and eager
Manner, does not feem the Effe& of
Study and Premeditation, but the na-
tural Refult and Effufion of a Man’s
unfeign’d Concern. ‘The Orator con-
ceals his Art and Defign, and fo gains
the Efteem of the Audience for his
Sincerity and Heartinefs; they lic open
to him, and are carry’d along with
the Torrent of his Paffion, and refift-
lefs” Eloquence. Scarce any Pafion
can be nam’d but may be put ipto the
Form of Interrogation, and may
appear with Beauty and Advantage in
it.

Expoftulation is uearly related to
this vigorous and prefling Figure :

’ Whereby
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Whereby the injur’d Perfon urges the
Offender with all the proper Que-
ftions he thinks can be propos'd, and
pleads with him from all the Topics
of Reafon ; that he may convince him
of his Injuftice, and make him atham’d
of his Folly and Ingratitude; that he
may beat him off his Excufes, and
Pleas of Abatement; that he may re-
duce him te an ingenuous Promife,
and fteady Refolution, for the future
to obferve his Duty.

¢ For what have you left unat-
« tempted, what have you efteem’d
« facred thefe late Days? What Names"
< fhall I beftow on this Affembly ?
«¢ Shall I call you So/diers, who have
« befieg’d your General, and Empe-
« yor'sSon, withTrenchesand Arms?
<« Citizens, who fo contemptuoufly
< infult the Authority of the Senate?
¢ Nay more, you have even violated
« the Right of Enemies, the Sacred-
¢«¢ nefs of Embaffadors, and the Law

(31 of
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<< of Nations*.”

'§..9. PREVENTION is when an Au-
thor:flarts an Objedtion, which'be fore-
Jees may be made againft any thing be
affrans, defires, or advifesto; endgsves
an Anfwer to if. :

Wintthen remains?. Are wedepriv’d of Will?

Muft we not ask, for fear of asking Il ?

-Receive-my Counfel, and fecurely move;

Intruft thy Fortune to the Pow'’rs above.

Leave God to manage for thee, and to grant

What his unerring Wifdom fees thee want§.

This generally gets the Author the
Reputation ‘of Forefight and Care; of
Diligence, and a generous Aflurance
of the Reafon and Juftice of his Caufe.

* Germanicus in kis noble Speech to his mutinous Sol-
diers, Tacit. Annal.l. 27. &c. See alfo Scipio’s noble
Speech to she Mutineers At Sucro, Liv.Vol. 3. lib. 28.
P- 360. Ed.Hearne.

- § Dryd. Juv. Sat.10. v.346, &c.
When




o the CLASSICS. 207

When he puts the Objections againft
himfelf in their full Force, it is plain
that he does not fear the cleareft Light,
nor decline the ftricteft Examination.
By it likewife fome Advantage is gain’d
over an Adverfary: He is foreftall’d
and prevented in his Exceptions; and
either filenc’d, or oblig’d to a Repeti-
tion; which is not fo grateful as the
Mention of a Thing frefh and un-
touch’d.

To this Figure may be referr’d
Premunition, whereby the Speaker,
efpecially in the Entrance and Begin-
ning of his Difcourfe, cautioufly
guards himfelf againft Prejudice and
Mifapprehenfion; that he may neither
leflen his Intereft with his Friends,
nor inflame the Malice, and increafe*
the Power of thofe who watch to do
him Mifchief.

 § 1o0. CoNcEssioN freely allows
Jomething that yet might bear fome
Difpute, to obtain [omething that a

K Man
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Man would bave granted to bim, and
which be thinks cannot fairly be de-
ny'd. .

7 This Figure is fometimes favourable
in the Beginning, but fevere and cut-
ting in the Clofe ; as Tu/ly upon the
Greeks « 1 allow the Greeks
¢ . earning and Skill in many Sciences;
¢« Shaypnefs of Wit, and Fluency of
« Tongue; and if you praife them
« for any other Excellencies, I fhall
« not much contradi& you; but that
«¢ Nation was never eminent for Ten-
« dernefs of Confcience, and Regard
« to Faith and Truth.” Sometimes
the firft Parts are fretting and fevere, -
but the Conclufion healing —— < |
“-am, Sir, Town, aPimp, the com--
«¢ mon Bane of Youth, a perjurd Vil-
« lain, a very Peft; but I never did
« you any Injury*.” ‘The Shew of
Candor and Veracity a Man makes by

* Sannio #o A(chinus is Tereace Adclph. 3. 1. 34,
3. ,
this
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this Figure in frankly granting fo
much, removes from him the Sufpi-

. cion of Partiality ; and gives him

more Credit and Authority in what he
denies.
Another fort of Conceflion is, when
Searing we cannot obtain all we defire,
we give up ome Part to carry the refl.
When Dido defpairs of prevailing
with Zneas to fettle with her at Car-
thage, fhe only intreats he would ftay
alittlelonger, toallow herfome Time
to affuage her Grief, and prepare to
bear his Departure. ‘ '

The Nuptials he difclaims, Iurgé no more;
Let him purfue the promis’d Lasias Shore.
A fhort Delay is all I ask him now,

A Paufe of Grief, an Interval'from Woe*.

*Tis by this Figure that opprefs'd
People, in the Extremity of their

* Dryd. Virg. Zn. IV. .
K 2 In.
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Indignation, provoke their Enemies
to do them all the Mifchief they can,
and proceed ftill to farther Degrees of
Barbarity; that fuch lively Reprefen-
“tations of their Injuftice and Cruelty
may ftrike them with Horror and
Shame, and difpofe them to relent.
‘The Complaints and Upbraidings of
jarring Friends and Lovers are moft
emphatically exprefs'd in this Figure:
‘The Defign of which is to give the
guilty Perfon a deep Senfe of his
Unkindnefs, and to kindle all the old
Paffion and Tendernefs.

- Root upmyTrees, with Blights defh-%o tgy,
My Vineyards ruin, and my Sheepfoldsburn:
Letloofe thy Rage, letall thySpite be fhown;
Since thus thy Hate purfues the Praifes o[f; ;h'y

Proceed, inhuman Parent, in thy Scorn, %

# Dryden’s Visgil, G.IV. 329, &e
" To
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To this Figure may be referr'd
that cloquent Infinuation, whereb
the Orator, after he has us’d all his
Arguments to perfuade his Hearers,
as it were, once more fets them at
Liberty, and leaves them to their own
Ele&ion y it being the Nature of Man
to ftick more ftedfaftly to what is not
violently impos'd, but is our own
free and deliberate Choice. If it
Jeem evil unto you to ferve the Lord,
chufe you this Day whom you will
JServe*. When the great ¥¢/bua had,
under Ged, in the moft aftonithing
Manner- conquer’d ‘the People of Ca-
naan, and condufted the Ifraelites
into their Land; he exhorts them to
a fleady Adherence to the Worthip
of the true God, who had fo vifibly
appear’d for them, and made them.
fo glorioufly trinmph over their Ene-
mies. In theConclufion of hisSpeech,,
well knowing the Advantage and,
Merits of his Caufe, and that he

* Tillotfon n Jothuaxxiv. 15, Serm. 27. p. 308,
3 might
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might fafely appeal to their own Con-
fcience and Experience for the Truth
of what he had faid, he feems to
leave them to their own Liberty and
Choice. As if that brave Man had
faid, My Friends and" Countrymen !
ifI thould inlarge on a Matter fo plain,
it might feem a Diftruft upon both
{our Undesftanding and Ingenuity.

leave all to you, not in the leaft
fufpeCting that you can refift fuch
Arguments, as cannot fail to work
upon any one, who has either Reafon
or Gratitude. '

We have an Irenical Conceffion in
Cato’s Speech about the Punifhment
of the Traitors in Catiline’s Confpi-
racy, which is cutting and fatirical:
¢ Let them then, fince the Genius of
“ the Age is fo carelefs and corrupt,
* be liberal out of the Fortunes of
« our Allies; let them be compafii-
* onate to the Thieves of the Trea-
¢ fury: But let them not difpofe of

¢ our Blood, and while they fpare a
« few
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<< few profligate Villains, go to de-
<< ftroy all good Men.” '

§ 11. REPETITION 48 a Figure
which gracefully and emphatically re-
peats either the [ame Word, or the
Jame Senfe in different Words. Care
is to be taken, that we rtin not into
infipid Tautologies, nor affet a trifling
Sound and Chime of infignificant
- Words. ANl Turns and Repetitions
are f{o, that do net cortribute to the
Strength and Luftre of the Difcourfe, -
or at leaft one of them. The Nature
and Defign of this Figure 1s to miake
deep Impreffions on thofe we addrefs.
It exprefles Anger and Indignation,
full Aflurance of what we affirm, and
vehement Concern for what we bave
efpousd. ,

 The moft charming Repetitions are
thofe, whereby the principal Words
in a Sentence, either the fame in
Seund, or Signification, are repeated
with fuch Advantage and Improve-
ment, as raifes a new Thought, or
a K 4 gives
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gives a mufical Cadence and Harmony
to the Period. Thefe in Engli/b are

call'd fine Turns, and are either upon
the Words only, or the Thought, or
both. A dextrous Turn upon Words

~ is pretty; the Turn upon the Thought

fubftantial ; but.the Confummation
and Crown of all is, when both the
Sound of the Words is grateful, and
their Meaning comprehenfive; when
both the Reafon and the Ear are en-
tertain’d with a noble Thought vigo-
roufly exprefs'd, and beaurifully fi-
nifh’d, ‘That in Mr. Prior’s Henry
and Emma is a very agreeable Turn:

Are there not Poifons, Racks, andnl;'lsamu,'
a
That Emma thus muft die by Hexr;ﬁs Words
Yet what could Swords, or Poifon, Racks,
- Tor Fiams,
But mangle and disjoint this brittle ¥rame?
More fatal Henry’s Words : They murder

[ Emma’s Fame *.

& Prior’s Poems, p. 192.

Strong
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Strong and vehement Paffions will.
not admit Turns upon Words ; not.
ought they to have place in Heroic
Poems, or in grave Exhortations,.
and folemn Difcourfes of Morality.
To this Figure, which has a greac..
Variety, and many Branches, may-
be referred the ufing of many Words.
of the fame Signification to exprefs.
one important Thing. When a Man.
is full of his Subje@, and eager to-
communicate his Thoughts with Vi-
gour, he is not fatisfy’d with one Ex—

reflion, tho™ never fo ftrong; but.
ufes all the fignificant Variety he can.
recolle®. So Tully for Mslo * ; The:
Affaffin was baffled, Force repelled.
by Force, or rather Boldnefs over-
come by Bravery. If Reafon pre-
fcribes this to the Learned, and Ne.
ceflity to Barbarians, Cuftom to Na-
tions, and Nature itfelf to brute.
Beafts, alwaysto beat off all manner

* Scle&@, Orat. in ufum Del. Lond. 1706s-p. 316.§x 7.
K s of
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of Violence, by all poffiblé Ways
from their Body, from their Head,
from their Life ; you cannot judge
this to be a criminal and wicked Ac-
tion, but at the fame time you muft
judge that all Perfons, who fall a-
mongft Robbers and Bravoes, muft
either perith by their Weapons, or
wur Sentence. An Orator in the Heat
of his Engagement, in the Vehemence
of his Indignation againft an infolent
and unreafonable Adverfary, and his
earneft Concern for the Prefervation
of a dear Friend in Danger, exerts
the utmoft Power of his Eloquence,
redoubles his Strokes, and eagerly
puthes an all his Advantages.

§. 12. CircumLoOCUTION, Peri-
phrafis, afes more, and fometimes lefs
plain Words, to avoid fome Inconve-
nience and 11| Effects, wbich would pro-
ceed from expreffing a Thing in fewer
ard plainer Words.

"When
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 When Yully* could, not. deny the
Death of €lodius, and was defending
Milo charged with his Murder, he
fays, Mil’'s Servants, without the
Command, Knowledge, or Prefence
of their Mafter, did what evéry Ma-

Ser would éxpect his'Servants {hould
do_ifr the like Cafe: ~ He avoids the
Word killd or ftabbd, for fear of

- offending the People. This Method

of treating a Subjed gives the Audi-
ence a good Opinion of the Prudence
and Modefty of ‘the Pleader : Ong
unguarded and diftafteful Word, has
fometimes loft the Speaker the Fa-
vour of the Audience, before well-
inclin’d to him; and ruin’d a pro-
mifing Caufe. After. Homer, in his
fourteenth I/iad ||, has reprefented Fu-
piter extuemely. inflam’d with Love
for Funo, and redir’d to {leeép in her
Arms ; he, with wonderful Addrefs
and Decency, diverts the Imagina-
tion of the Reader from following

* Orat.pro Mil. §. 6. p. 316. | Ver. 347, &c.
K6 them
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them into their awful Privacies; and
amufes him, by defcribing Nature at
that time in a very gay Humour. He
feigns the Earth producing a new Crop
of Hyacinth and Crocus, and forms a
goldenCloud diftilling ambrofial Dew.
. Very often Circumlocution is us’d,
not merely out of Prudence or Neceffi-
ta conceal a Secret, or cover an In-
ecency ; but for Variety and Orna-
~ment, to give Pomp and Dignity ta
our Expreflions, to mrich a Difcourfe
with. new Thoughts, and to multiply
the Graces of a Defeription :

The Nighr’sbright Emprefs, in her goldenCar,
Darting full Glories from her lovely Face,
Kindles freth Beagties in the Eye of Hejper.

Which Lines, I believe, hit the
Senfe, tho’ T am fure they don’t reach
the Beauties of that admirable Peri-
pbrafis of Pindar *,

* ,.O)" 3 ¥ 35, 3,6. P°'38~
— Asybpumg
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— Avybpenmms Srov ypuodpual@.
‘Eowlegs Spdurudy dvllpAsEs Miva.

§.13. AMPLIFICATION sswbhen
every chief Expreffion in a Period adds
Strength and Advantage to what went
before ; and fo the Senfe all alon
beightens, till the Period be vigoroufly
and agreeably ¢los'd.

"Tis pleafant to be virtuous and
good, becaufe that is to excel many
others: 'Tis pleafantto grow better,
becaufe that is to excel ourfelves:.
Nay, ’tis pleafant even to.mortify and
fubdue our Lufts, becaufe that is Vi-
&ory : Tis pleafant to command our
Appetites and Paffions, and to keep
them in due Order, within the Bounds.
of Reafon and Religion, becaufe this
isEmpire*. When an Auzhor thus
improves upon us in his Difcourfe, we
are extremely pleas’d and attentive
while he continues it; and perfe@ly

* ribbifhop Tillotfon, Serm, 1a. p. 338. |
fatisfy’d



220 A New Introduction

fatisfy’d when he concludes. We
are edify’d and charm’d with the In-
ftru&ion of one, whom we find to be
complete Mafter of his Subjet. What
- Reputation muft it be to the #rster,
what Pleafure to the Reader, when the
one fays every Thing in-the beft man-
ner it can be faid ; and the other is
entertain’d with every Thing that can
be defir'd ? But ’tis the utmoft Re-
proach to an Author, and a moft into-
lerable Difappointment to the Reader,
when the one flags and faulters eve-
ry Step; and fo the other is fatigued
and mortify’d, with a continual Series
of heavy and lifelefs Periods. There °
are various Ways of contriving and
__forming this Figure, which have great
Force and Elegance; tho’ perhaps
they cannot nicely be adapted to every
- Part of the Definition. 1 fhall name
three very lively Ways of expreffing
an Amplification.

1. We amplify or raife a Difcourfe
by felecting a Number of the moft
emphatical aud ftrongeft Words };)f

the

5
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the Language we ufc ; every one of
which adds fomething new te the
Sentence; and all join’d, heighten it
to the utmoft Degree of PerfeQion.
That Paflage in Terence* is upon this
Account univerfally admir’d ;

Hzc verba mehercule una falfa lacrymula
Quam, oculos terendo wilere, vix vi éxpref-

. [ferit,
Reftinguet

2. This Figure is exprefs'd by way
of Comparifon — When that great
Man P. Scipro, tho’ but a private Per-
fon, kill'd Tiberius Gracchus making
fome {mall Innovation andDifturbance
in the State ; fhall we, who are Con-
Juls, bear Catiline, whois endeavour- -
ing and plotting to lay the #or/d wafte
with Fire and Sword - ?

3. A Difcourfe is very happily and
beautifully heighten’d by way of Ar-
gument or rational Inference. Quin-

* Eunuch. I. 1. v. 22, &c.  + Tully againff Catiline.

tilian
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~ tilian * excellently obferves, that Ho-
mer gives us a very exalied Idea of
Heler's fovereign Charms, when he
introduces Priam’s grave Couonfellors-
owning; that it was not to be com-
plain’d of or refented, that the Trojans.
and Greeks had {uftain’d the Calamities
of a long and cruel War foct _fiuch a Wo-
man ; and makes the King himfelf
place her by him, call her, Dear Child,
and treat her with all poffible Tender-
_ nefs and Refpe@. Muft not every ju-
dicious Reagr infer that her Beauty
muft be incomparable, which wasad-
mir’d and prais'd to fuch a Degree by
Men cool and unpaflionate, of mature.
Wifdom and great Age, who had been
deep Sufferers by it? Mufk not that
Face be fuperlatively lovely, and thofe
Eyes {parkle with rcﬁﬁlcfs{.uﬁrc, that
could be view’d with Pleafure and Ve-
neration by that miferable Prince ;
tho’ they had kindled the Flames of

* Infkityt. Lib. 8, eap. 4. 1. 407
War
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War in his Country, and blafted the
Profperity, and all the Hopes of his
late flourithing Family?

To this we may refer Climax or
Gradation—— Which is when the Word
or Expreffion which ends the firft
Member of a Period, begins the fecond,
and fo on ; [o that every Member will
make a diftinit Semtence, taking its
Rifé from the next foregoing, "till the

... Argument and Period be beautifully

Jinyfp'd. Or, in the Terms of the
Schools, *Tis when the Word or Ex-
preffion, which was predicate in the

Jirft Member of ‘a Period, is fubjet in

the fecond, and fo on, till the Argu-
ment and Period be brought to & noble
Conclufion. 'This Figure, when na- "~
tural and vigorous, furnifhes the Mind -
withVariety of Ideas, and accuftoms it
to Attention and clofe Thinking. The
Artand Contexture of a Gradation of-
ten appears plain, and lies in tooopen
View ; .therefore Care muft be taken -
that the Gradations we ufe be un-
.forc'd.
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forc’d, and abound with good Senfe ;
be fignificant, and dextroufly turn’d.
I am pleas’d with that in Dr. Tt /ot for2 *.
Aftrer we have pra@ifed good A&ions
awhile, they become eafy; and when

they are eafy, we begin to take Plea- -

fure in them ; and when they pleafe us,
we-do them- frequently ; and by Fre-
quency of A&ts, a Thing grows into
a Habit; and a confirm’d Habit is a
fecond kind of Nature; and fo far as
any Thing is natural, fo far it is ne-
ceflary, and we can hardly do other-

wife ; nay, we do it many times.

when we do-net think of it.-

§. 14. OMmission of Copulative 7s
when the Conjunéiions or little Par.
ticles that connel? Words together, are
left out, to reprefent Rage, or Eager-
nefiof Paffion, ' - ' :

When Dido, inthe Violence of her
Rage and Refentment for the abrupt

Departure of Zneas; charges her

* Serm., x. p 111

People

.
o~
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People toarm themfelves, and purfue
the Trgjan Fleet, .

Haﬁe, all my Gallies out ; purfue the Foe;

Bring flaming Brands; fet il; impetuous
row *.

The Members of the Period ére loofe

- and unconne&®ed; which moft natu-

vally paints the Hurry and Diftra&ion

" of her Thoughts. The Conjunctions

put between the Words would have
cramp’d and fetter’d the Period, fo
that 1t would have mov’d flow and
unwieldy, and have made nothing
lefs than a Reprefentation of the
raging Qyeen’s Difturbance of Mind,
and Vehemence of Paffion.

Salluft § excellently and very natu-
rally reprefents the Rout and preci-
piate Flight of the Moors in thefe
Words Tum fpectaculum borri-

- En. 4. ° ’
_§ Bel. Jugurth. p. 106. Bd. Mattaire, .
‘ bile
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bile in Campis patentibus : Sequs, fu-
gere, occidi, capi. o

The contrary to the former -- Mul-
titude of Copulatsves is when the little
Particles are properly put in before
every principal Word in the Period.

Livy, giving an Account how the
Pleafures and Luxury of Capua cor-
rupted and foftned the Army of An-
nibal, amongft others has this beauti-
ful Paflage —— For Sleep, and Wine,
and Feafts, and Strumpets, and Bag-
nios, ‘and Reft, that thro’ Cuftom
grow every Day more bewitching, had
fo weaken’d both their Bodies and

their Minds, that the Reputation of -

their paft Vicories proteGted them

more than their prefent Strength.

‘This Figure, when apily and judici-

oufly us'd, makes a Difcourfe ftrong

and folemn, fixes an Emphafis upon

every Word, and poiats it out as wor-
- thy of Obfervation.

* Liv, Hift. 3. Vol. Edi¢t, Hearne, lib..23.. p. 37.

§ 15.

.-
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§. 15. SEEMING CONTRADICTION
is when the Members of a Period quste
difagree in Appearance and Sound;

but perfectly agree, and are confifient
in Senfe : '

Cowards die many times before their Deaths
The Valiant never tafte of Death but onceS.

This Figure, when nobleand perfe&,
fhews a bold and enterprifing Genius,
that encounters Dangers without Fear,
and walks fteadily and fecurely upon
a Precipice. Therefore it ftrikes
vigoroufly upon the Mind of the
Reader , calls for new Thoughts,
and raifes Admiration and Surprife.
Every judicious Reader admires the
daring Fligbts of a fublime andnoble
Genius; and eafily forgives fome few
fmaller Faults for the fake of his ma-

§ Shakefpear i Julins Cafir.

ny
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ny vigorous Beauties : But defpifes a
little groveling Writer, who creeps on
in 4 heavy Road, and dares not at-
tempt to rife; but being content to -
thun a Grammatical Fault, never
reaches at an Excellency,

§. 16. OrrositioN #s a Figure
whereby Things very different or con-
- trary are compar'd and plac’d near,
that they may fet off eachother. White
plac’d near Black thines brighter : In-
nocence compar'd with Guilt appears
with double Charm and Lovelinefs.

The Poets, Hiftorians, and Orators
improve their Subje, and much
heighten the Pleafure of their Reader,
by the beautiful Oppofition of their
Chara&ers and Defcriptions.

Tacitus * defcribes the exceffive
Dalliances and frantic Revels of the
Emprefs Meffalina with Silius a little
before their Death, in wonderful
Pomp and Gaiety of Expreflion ; that

=
* Annal. 11. p. 242,
the
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the Reader may be the more furpris’d
and aftonifh’d at the Suddcnncl;g and
terrible Circumftances of her Fall.
The * Poet in his fine Defcription of
Dido’s Defpair the Night before her
Death, reprefents all the Creation en-
joying profound- Tranquillity, and
{weet Reft, to render that ‘miferable
Queen’s Difquictudes more moving.
She was deprivd of the common
Privilege indulg'd to.the pooreft and
moft defpicable Creatures; Sleep fled
from her Eyes, and Quiet wasbanifh’d
trom her Breaft.

This Manner of ufing this Figure
is very agreeable and noble, becaufe
the Oppofition does not lie in Words,
but Things.

In Virgil's fecond Georgic there is
a very agreeable Contraft and Oppo-
fidion in that fine Comparifon between
the Court and the Country ; the

* Virg. £n. 4. v. 522,
Pomp
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Pomp and Hurry of State, and the
Freedom and pure Pleafures of Retire-
ment and Agriculture. Upon a full
Enumeration of the feveral Conveni-
ences and Enjoyments of both ways
. of Living , what Advantage and
Over-balance does the Poet give to
the latter! The very Manner of his
Expreflion, and Turn of his Poetry,
are with great Judgment and Dexte-
rity vary’d, and made fuitable to his
different Subje@s. The Defcription
of the Pride and Statelinefs of the
Great is drawn to the Life in a pom-
pous Run of Verfe, and Variety of
very bold Tropes.

e Ingentem foribus domus alta fuperbis
Mane falutantum totis vomit zdibus undam ;
e Varios inhiant pulchra teftudine poftes,
Tllufafque auro veftes e §.

§ Geor, 2. v, 461, &e,
But
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But you have the Innocence and
Plainnefs, the Sweetnefs and undif-
turb’d Quiet of the Country, natu-

rally reprefented in proper Words, in

flain and eafy Expreffion, and in the
mootheft and fweeteft Numbers,

At fecura quies, et nefcia fallere vita,

Dives opum variarum ; at latis otia fundis,
Spelunce, vivique lacus; at frigida tempe,
Mugitufq; boum, mollefg; fub arbore fomni
Non abfunt *.

§ 17. CoMPARISON beautifull]
Jets qu and illufirates one Thing /]

refembling and comparing it to another,
to which it bears a manifeff Relation
and Refemblance.

The Poet wonderfully praifes the
Bravery of his Hero wit{ perfect Se-

® Ib. v. 467. .
renity
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renity and Prefence of Mind, giving
‘Orders of Batdle in the Hurry and
Heat of the bloody Aéion, wheh he
compares him to an .Angel riding up-
on the Wings of the \%ind, and di-
reting a Storm where to pour out
its Fury. '

So, when an Angel, by divine Cornmand,
With rifing Tempefts fhakes a guilty Land,
(Such as of late O’er pale Brizammia paft)
Calm and ferene ht drives the furious Blaft;
And, pleas’d th’ Almighty’s Orders to perform,
Rides in the Whirlwind, and dire@®s the

[Storm *.

Comparifons mightily f{trengthen
and beaudfy a Difcourfe ; for fome

* Mr. Addifon on the Duke of Marlborough in his
Poers on the Battle of Blenheim. .

time
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time take off the Reader from the
principal Subje&, and ftart new and
agreeable Images to divert and enter-
tain him, that he may return to it
“with freth Pleafure and Eagernefs.
In Comparifons thefe Things are to
be obferv'd : o o

1. ‘The chief and eflfential Parts of
the Comparifon muft bear an exa&
and true Proportion. Same fmall
Difagreement in a. lefs ‘confiderable
Circumftance will nqt {poil the Grace,
or take away the "Strength of the
Figure; tho' the greater Agreement,
and exacter Parallel ‘there is in all
Particulars, the more lively. and
charming the Figure is. And there-
fore, generally f{peaking, Compari-
Jfions ought to be fhort. . In runnin
into minute Circumitances, befides
the Tedioufnefs, -there is Danger of
difcovering fome unagreeable Difpro-
portion, : -

L2 2,

14



234 ANew Introduttion

2. Comparifons nced not always be
drawn from very noble and lofty
Subje@s. Thofe taken from meaner
Things are fignificant and agreeable,
if they be fet off in noble Words, if
they give clear Notions, and paint
in ftrong and fine Colours the Thing
we intend to reprefent by them. 1In
great Subje@s, Comparifons from lefler
Things relieve and refreth the Mind,
that had been long kept upon the
Stretch of clofe Intention. Strong
and fublime Comparifons heighten
and improve a meaner Subje&. For
Examples of both Kinds, I refer my
Reader 1o thofe beautiful Paflfages
mark’d below *.  ‘Thofe are very fine
and pleafing Comparifons, which not
only clear and adorn the Thing they
are defign’d to illuftrate, but befides

* Hom. Iliad. 4. 130, 131. Milton's Parad, Loft,
L 168, &c. Virg.Georg. Il. 279, &c.

contain

Y
LYY
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contain in themfelves a new and lively
Defcription. Of this Number I take
that Paffage in Spenfer to be one,
where he compares the dangerous
Diflimulation, and treacherous Tears
of Dueffa to the Crocodsle, that, they
fay, weeps moft tenderly, when he s
moft ravenoufly eager to devour.

As when a weary Traveller, that ftrays

By muddy Shore of broad fev’n-mouthed Nile,
Unweeting of the perilous wand’ring Ways,
Doth meet a cruel crafty Crocodile ;
Which in falfe Grief hiding his harmful Guile,
Dothweep fullfore, andfheddethtender Tears:
The foolih Man, that pities all this while
His mournful Plight, is fwallow’d unawaresy
.Forgetful of his own, that minds an[otc.h':r:s

% Fairy Queen, 1, §. 18.
L 3 Thofe
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Thofe are very ftrong and glowing
Comparifons, where the nobleft Be-
ings of the natural and moral Werld,
where Angels, good or bad, are
compard to the Luminaries of Hea-
ven. How fublime, how rapturous
is Milton, in his Comparifon of Lu-
cifer’s diminifh’d Splendor, and faded
Beauties, to the Sus overclouded or
eclips’d!

s His Form had yet not loft
Al ber original Brightnefs, nor appear’d
Lefs thuse Archengel rain'dy and o Excet
Of Glory dbfcurd : As when the S new ris’n
Looks thro’ the horizontal mifty Air, |
Shom of his Beams ; or from behind the Moos
In dim Ecliple difaltcous Twilight fheds -
On half the Nations, and with Fear of Change

Perplexes
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Perplexes Monarchs. Darken’d fo, yet thone

Above them all th Archangel wweenn *, -

A. C'amparzjbn introduc’d in few
Words, and without Formality, is
very neat and agreeable.

That Compliment of Pindar to
his generous Patron King Tberon, is
graceful and lofty, and yet miethinks
the Excellency is not fo much in the
Thoubght and Subflance of it, as in

the Manner and dextrous Turn of
the Expreflion..

End Jdpeu® gem @ LRIPUNY,
"Exco@. Sou y y.q M- :

“Moig € mxey, 'n’; 2y peagey duvaymot;

Which: pleafe to take thus in the.
loofe Parapitafe Of a Eriend,,

* Par. Loft, L. 591, &c.
+ Ol s, 178,

L 4 ' To
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To count the Sea-fhore Sands knownNumFers
What Words can reach the Largcnd's[?’t“l::s
What Numbers count thofe Multitudes of

Bleffings
His bounteous Hand has pour’d on [hi.\gan
ec ?

§ 18. Livery DEscrRIPTION fs5

Juch a firong and beautiful Reprefen-

tation of a Thing, as gives the Reader
a diftinét View and fatisfaclory Notion

of it
Thames,

With gentle Courfe devolving fruitful Streams:
Serene, yet ftrong; majeftic, yet fedate;

Swift without Violence, without Terror great.
Each’ardent Nymph the riing Current craves;
Each Shepherd’s Pray’r retards the parting

[Waves.

The Vales along the Banks their Sweets difclofe;

Frefh Flow'rs for ever rife, and fruitful Harveft
[erows *.

*# Prior’s Carm.8¢cc. p.114. v. 17, &c.
Where,
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Where, ’tis phin, the Poet has
imitated that wonderful Paflage of
Sir fobn Denbam upon the fame

Subject:

Tho’ deep, yetclear; tho’gentle, yetnotdull;
Strong without Rage, without o’erflowing full,

In Deferiptions a judicious Author -
will omit low and vulgar Circum-
ftances, and chiefly beftow his Pains
to complete and beautify all the ef-
fential and mafterly Strokes. ’'Tis
the manner of little Verfifiers to take
every Hint that prefents icfelf, and
run out into long common Places. A
Writer that would live and pleafe,
will cut off Superfluities, and rejet
the moft pleafing Thoughts, and tio-
rid Lines, which would come in ab-
ruptly, and quite foreign to his Sub-
je&. Many Things muft be left to
the Imagination of the Reader, and
Jfeafonable Silence has its Empbafss.

L 5 Vir -



240 A New Introdustion

Virgil * tells his Reader, that Eury-
dice was kill'd. by’ a monftrous Ser-
pent lurking in a Bank, but fays no-
thing more of that venomous Crea-
ture. A Poetafter would probably
have fpent as many Lines in a horrid
Defeription of it, as compofe that
admirable Poem: But that divine Poet
knew there was no room for fuch a
Liberty here, his Defign in this thort
and exquifite . Piece being only to
give a moving Pattern of true conju-
gal Affe@tion, and to thew the rap-
turous. Force. which good Mufc and
Poerry have over the moft fierce and
favage Tempers. L

But he- defcribes the two Serpents
which deftroy’d Laocesn + and his
Sons in fuch particular Circumftances,
and paints i the \devouring- Meonfters
in fuch fteong and frightful Colours,

i

L )

* Geor..IV. 457, &¢. -
+ An. Il 203, &c.~

that
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that they 3maze;apd chill.the Realer,
Here his only Bufinefs was to saife
Terror, and . give +his Reader -q due
Notxon of the Difpleafipre of the Gods

gaint Troy, which ‘was o fixt and.
~xmplacab1c .that they thus fignally
cut .off an mnpcent Man,.;and his -
Family, for giving his. Couptrynwes .
Advice, which tended to the oppofing .
the:r {fevere Decree, and ‘the Pre[c::.-
vation of that devoted Cizy.
The Defiription-of a Perfin is. ;:all d:
a Charaéter ; in.drawing whigh,- the -
true Proof of Art-and Judgmens is g -
hit a beautiful Likenefs; apd with: 2
delicate Taquch to give thofe Features -
and Colours which are peculiar to
the Perfon, and diftinguith him from .
the reft of Mankind.  In -every good
and lively Dcfcrzpmn a Man muft
come to-an Enumeration of the chief
Particulars : For Generals are. often
obfcure and faint; a Judluous Ac-
count of Particulars fcts every thing -
in full View, and makes a ftrong
L6 and .
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and lafting: Impreffion ‘upon the
Reader. - S

- Among all the Variety of Defcrzp-
tions, the moft univerfally agreeable
and moving is Etboperia ; which is a
natural and lively Reprefentation of
the Duties, Employments, and inno-
cent Pleafures of common Life. The
Revolutions of Empires, Fall of
Princes, the bloody Executions of
Ambition, and the Rage of Defpair,
are Scenes of -Tragedy and Terror,
that are far from equally concerning
or affe@ing all Mankind. - But the
Great and the Little, the Prince and
the Peafant, are poflefs’d of the fame
buman Nature. The Alliance of
Blood, the Endearments of Friend-
Sfoip, the common Offices and En-
joyments of Life are the fame, and
equally concern and affe¢t all human
Creatures, that are not either tranf-
form’d inte Fiends by Wickednefs,
and unnatural Rage, or into Sevages

for
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for want of Converfe and Cultiva-
tion. ,

As Milton defcribes the Batiles of
Cherubims, and the infufferable Thun-
der of the Meffias’s Chariots, with
rapturous Sublimity, and the feleGeft
Circumftances of Awe and Majefly;
fo he defcribes the Happinefs and
Innocence of Adam and Eve in Pa-
radife, their delightful Labours,
charming Difcourfes, and endearin
Converfation, with all poflible Sweet-
nefs, Delicacy, and Tendernefs of
Paffion. So complete were their Per-

Jons, and fuch the Happinefs of their

State, that One once a chief Minifter
in the Court of Heaven, and a digni-
fy’d Inbabitant of the Regions of Hap-
pinefs, pronounces them but little in-
ferior to the Angels. And fo {weet,
fo refiftlefs was their Innocence, that
the Murderer could not refolve upon
their Ruin without Relu@ance; fome

" tranfient ineffeGtual Throws of Com-

paffion touch’d that infernal Breaft.
‘ x It
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It may- ﬁ°£ be unpleafaytto tranferibe

fome of the Apoftate Archangel's Ex~

preflions on: the Buhject. ot of. theA.

abovo—nam d: lofty Poct 5

"O Helll Wbae do - mine Eyes with- G&cf
g .

* Into our Room of B';(s thus h:gh advarﬁ':gd

. ertures of ather Mould, Earthvbom
Not Spirits ; yet to heav’nly Spirits brnght i
thtlc infetior : Whom my Thoughts pur(uc

With Wonder, and could love, fb lively fhiges -
. Inthem divine Refemblance ; and {uch Grace -

The Hand that form’d them on their Shape

[hath poyrd. .

And a little after,

And thould [ at your harmlefs Innocence
Melt, asIdo; yer public Reafon juft,

Honour,.

-
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Honour, and Empire with Revenge inlarg’d
By conqu’ring this new World, compels me
" To do, what elfe, tho’ damn’d, Ifhould[ab—
Dor .,

§ 19. VISION or Image isa Re..
prejentation of T bings diffant and un-

Jeen, in order to raife Wonder, Ter-.
ror, or Compaffion, made with fo

much Life and Empbafis, that as the

Poet bhas a full View of the whole
Scene he defiribes,, fo be makes the

Reader fee it in the fame firong
Light. - -

Or inadOreﬂe:,l when hE.Mtbn’s Ghofs
Full i his Face infernal Torches toft,

And fhook her fnaky Locks: He fhuns the

[Sight,

Flies o%er the Stage, furpris’d with Enorral
Fright ;

The Furies guard the Door, and intercept
[his Flight 1.

© * Par.Loft, V.388.
+ Dryd.Virg. Zn.IV. 683, &ec.

This

——
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This noble Image raifes Confter-
nation and Terror: An Inftance of
a tender Image to move Pity, we
have in thofe foft and fweet Lines of

Spenfer *:

e Not one Word more fhe faid;
But breaking off the End for want of Breath,
And fliding foft, as down to Sleep her laid,
And ended all her Woe in quiet Death.

" The Poet or Orator upon thefe
Occafions is fully poffefs’d of, and
vechemently intent upon his Subject,
that he is really tranfported with
thofe Paffions which he would in-
fpire his Readers and Hearers with:
And by that Strength and noble Ez-
thufiafm of Imagination, he is hap-
pily qualify’d to captivate their 4/~
Sfections. A commanding Genius can

* Fairy Queen, 2. 1. §6. '
imprefs
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imprefs his own Images upon thofe
he Paddreﬁ'cs ; can Zao{rc thpco inmoft
Springs of their Soul ; and with a
pleafing Power triumph over the
whole Man.

§ 20. FicTI0N of @ Perfin, Prof-
‘opopeeia, has two Parts:

1. When good and bad RQualities,

. Accidents, and Things inanimate,. are
introduc’d in Difcourfe, and defcrib’d
as living and rational Beings. Virtue
and Pleafure addrefs young Scipio in
Silius Italicus* as two bright Ladies
of oppofite Parties: The one would
fain induce him to decline the Toils
of War, and indulge himfelf in Eafe
and Luxury: The other earneftly
exhorts him to fhake off Sloth, and
urfue Fame in the glorious Steps of

is Anceflors. 'Take the Defcription

* De Bello Punico, lib.XV, v. 23, &e.
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Some of the fineft Apofiropbes, and
beautiful bold Metaphors, are founded
upon Fiétion of a Perfon.
Now gentle Gales;
Fanning their odorif’rous Wings, difpenfe

Native Perfumes; and whifper whence t[l;clz
()
Thofe happy Spoils .

2. The fecond Part of this lively
Figure is, when we give a Voice to
tnanimate Things ; and make Rocks,
Woods, Rivers, Buildings, &c. to
exprefs the Paffions of rational Crea-
tures. :

As when the Walls and Pillars of
a Temple are brought in trembling at,
or inveighing againft the daring Pro-
fanation of Blafphemy utter'd, of Sa-
crilege or Debauchery committed

" within their hallow'd Bounds.

* Miltoa’s Par. Lo&t, IV. 156, &c.
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She foul blafphemous Speeches forth did caft,
And bitter Curfes, horrible to tell;

That ev’nthe Temple, wherein the wasplac’d,
Did quake te hear, and nigh afunder braft *.

Either feign'd Perfons are repre-
fented as uttering the Refentments of
Mankind in exprefs Terms ; or ’tis
fuppos’d they would cry out upon
Occafion; or ’tis affirm’d in general,
that they do utter their Concern and
Paffion, but the Words are not fet
down. Of the firft Kind, which is
the moft moving and fprighty, is
that Reprefentation of Tully 3, where-
in he introduces Rome as a venerable
Matron, the common Mother of all
the Romans, in a pathetical Speech
expoftulating with (gatiline, who was

* Spenfer’s Fairy Queen, 5. 11. 28,
- Orat.in Catil. p. 86. inufum Del.

then
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then engag’d in a bloody and unna-
tural Confpiracy to deftroy his native
Country, and prefling him to depart,
and deliver her from her prefent ter-
rible Apprehenfions and Danger.
There is an Excefs of Paffion, a De-

ree of Enthufiafm in this fublime
%’igure; and therefore ’tis dangerous
and ridiculous to ufe it, but when
the Importance and Grandeur of the
Subje& require fuch a noble Vehe-
‘mence. A Man Underftanding
will keep his boldeft Flights within
the Bounds of common Senfe, and
guide himfelf by the Rules of Proba-
bility and Decorum in his moft ad-
venturous Sallies of Imagination. It
is very tender and moving, when in
Paflorals, and mourning Poems, Ri-
vers, Groves, and - Mountains are
brought in languifhing for the Abfence,
or lamenting the Lofs-of fome very
valuable Perfon, that before fre-
quented them, and chear’d them with
his Prefence.
' All
1
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All Nature mourns ; the Floods and Rogks de-

. ‘[ plore,
And cty with me, Paffora is no more *.[P -

This Figkre animates all Nature;
gratifies the Curiofity of 'Mankind
with a conftant Serics and:Succeffion
of Wonders; raifes and creates new
Worlds and Ranks of rational Crea-
tures, to be Monuments of the Poet’s
Wit, ‘to efpoufe his'Caufe, and {peak
his Pajffior. To diftern how much
Force z2nd Sprightlinefs- this Figure
givesto & Sentence or Expreflion, we
need but fifft fer down that Line;

Aut conjuratordefcendens Dacus ab Iftro§:
And then alter it thus;

Aut conjuratus defcendens Dacus ab Iitro:

~ # Congreve’s Mourning Mufe.
§ Geor.IL. 497. :

And
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And fo make 2 Comparifon. In the
lasm Way it is not above the hum-
ble Style of Phedrus; in the figura-
tive it rifes up to the Loftinefs and
Majefty of Virgil. Any of the beft
Tropes and Figures, feafonably us'd,
ive the fame Grace and Life to a
Difcourfe in their Proportion,

§. 21. CHANGE of Time is when
Things done and paff are deferib'd as
now doing and prefent. This Form
of Expreflion places the Thing to be
reprefented in a ftrong and prevalent
Light before us, and makes us Spe-
&ators rather than Hearers. '

My Motber, with that.curft Partaker of her

My Royal Farher’s Head in pieces cleaves, o

As fturdy Woodmen fell a ftately Oak:

By Treafon’s Blow the Victor Hero falls,

To Woman’s Rage, and Coward’s Guilt, a
[ Vi@im,
While
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While thus the Lord of Greece expiring lies,

!'No Pity touches any Breaft but mine*.

Here the Princefs prefents you with
a mournful Scene of Agamemnon’s
Murder, and gives you a View of
the Horrors of that guilty Nighr, and
bloody Supper. She moves every
generous Breaft to fympathize with
her; to boil with Indignation againft
the treacherous and barbarous Mur-
derers ; and bleed with Compafiion
for the Royal Sufferer.

§. 22. CHANGE of Perfin has fome
Variety —'Tis moft commonly when
the Writer on a fudden breaks off bis
Relation, and addreffes bis Reader.

Again a fierce Engagement by the Ships arofe’; .'
You'd think that neither®W earinefsnor Wounds
Could touch the fearlefs Warriors memm§.’

* From the EleQra of Sophocles.
§ Lliad.s. 696.
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This Figure, when we have it in
Perfetion, takes off the Tedioufnefs
of a long dire® Narration ; makes
the Reader attentive, as if he faw the
Place where the Thing was tranfacted ;
and raifes his Paffions, as if he him-
felf was in the Hurry and Heat of
the A&ion. -

*Tis of peculiar Grace and Advan-
tage in the Defcription of Places: It
- leads the Reader pleafantly into them ;.

heightens his Imagination ; and, to
ufe that bold Expreffion, gives him
the Delight of fafe and eafy travelling
in a fine Country. Sometimes for
Variety’s fake, to fmooth a harfh
Exprefiion, to pay Reverence to the
Reader, or to avoid fuppofing, that
‘any thing may happen which is fhock-
ing, or of dangerous Confequence,
the Author appropriates and applies
that to himfelf, which he defigns for
“the Reader’'s Warning or Inftruction.

: : So
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So Virgil of the mifchievous Serpent
in Calabria.

"O! let not Sleep my clofing Eyes invade
In open Plains, or in the fecret Shade;
When he, renew’d in all the fpeckled Pride
Of pompous Youth, has caft his Slough afide *.

Change of Perfons is common and
very natural in eager Contefts, and
ftrong Pajffions ; when Adverfaries
breathe mutual Rage and Scorn; or
a deferted Lover inveighs againft the
Perjuries, and aggravates the Barba-
rity of the guilty and treacherous
Perfon. o

Turnus in Virgil+, enrag’d at the
malicious Harangue of Drances, firfk
fmartly replies to him; and then
turns his Difcourfe to King Latinus,

* Dryd. Virg. Geor. IIL. 435, 436.
ot £0. XL v. 392, &c. 3

M2 and -
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and his Council ; then attacks Drances
again with Variety of fevere and fat-
rical Language.

Dido, upon Notice of the Depar-
ture of Aneas, diftratted with Rage
and Defpair, firft furioufly falls upon
him, then, difdainfully trning from
him, fpeaks of him as an abfent Per-
fon; ager exclaims againft the Cru-
elty of Heaven and Earth; then re-

roaches and condemns herfelf for
er own Credulity and Weaknefs,
and again with Scorn, and eager In-
dignation, turns her Speech to Zne-

as.

Falfe as thou art, and, more than falfc[,{ wf;cr):;
Not fprung from noble Blood, nor Go[dbiiﬁg
Why fhould I fawn? what have I wor{;:a to
Did he once look, or lent a lif’ning Ear;
Sigh’d when I fobb’d, or fhed one kindly
: [Tear?

il Nor

L]

|

\
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Nor Funo views my Wrongs with equal Eyes;

FaithleG is Earth, and faithleﬁs are the Skies.

Lfav'd the thipwreck’d Exile on my Shore —==
_ With needful Food his hungry Trojans fed:

I took the Traitor to my Throne and Bed 3

Fool that [ Was ! e B

But go; thy Flight no longer I detain;

Go feek thy promis’d Kingdomthro® theMain*:

What a Storm is here, and how ini-
mitably painted!

]
§ 23. TRANsITION is of two
Sorts:

1 The firf is, when a Speech 1s
introduc’d abruptly, without exprefs
Notice given of 1t.” As when Milton |

* Dryd.Virg, £n.1V. -
§ Par. Loft, IV. 721.

M 3 gives
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gives an Account of our firft Ance-
ftors Evening Devotions.

Both turn’d, and under open Sky ador'd
The God that made both Sky, Air, Earth, and

€AV’ N} e

ww— Thou alfo mad'ft the Night, -
Maker Ommipotent, and thou the Day.

Had it been introduc’d in a formal
Manner, ‘

. Aam prefents their joint Petitions thus;
O God! that mad’ft both Sky, &

it had loft all its Sprightlinefs and
Grace. After the Greek Poet*® has
finith’d the Narration of Heéfor put-
ting to Flight the Grecians, and ve-
hemently urging the Trgjans to pur-
fue their Advantage, and forbear the
Spoil of the Field, till they had burn’d
the Enemies Ships, withoutany notice

* Hom.Iliad. 6. v. 348, &c. b
: ¢
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he immediately makes the Hero utter
his own Paffion in an impetuous
Speech ; wherein he threatens Dif-
grace and Death to.any Man that
fhould difobey his Orders, and neg-
le& this promifing Seafon of a com-
pleteVitory. TheSpeechthatbreaks
from a Warrior in the Speed of his
glorious Succefs, and the full Profpe&
of Revenge upon his Enemies, and
the final Deliverance of his Country
and Kingdoms after a long and bloody
War, comes rapid and refiftlefs, like
a pointed Shot out of an Engine, and
ftrikes the Reader’ th Surpnfe and
Terror. '

Leaving out the heavy Formality
of He fasd, and He replyd, is very
graceful in Stories and Dialogues, ren-
ders the Relation clean and ful,. and
the Repartee quick and lively.

Horace is extremely happy in this
fort of Tranfition; as indeed he is in
every Delicacy of Turn, and Bcauty
of Language.

M 4 ' 2,



e

262  A New Introdultion

2, The fecond fort of Tranfition 7s
when a Writer fuddenly leques the
Subject be is upon, and paffes on to
another, from which it feems wvery
different at firft View, but bas a Re-
lation and Connexion with it, and ferves
to illufirate and inlarge it.

.- Horace, in the thirteenth Ode of
the fecond Book, gives us a very lively
Account of the Danger he was in of
being deftroy’d by the Fall of a Tree,
and after makes wife and moral Re-
marks on the Accident. Then he
fallies out into an Account of the
other World, upon which he was fo
near entering ; and beautifully expa-
tiates upon the Praifes of his illuftrious
Predeceflors in Lyric Paetry ; who
were heard with Pleafure and Won-
der there, as they us’d to be in #bis
World. In thefe Cafes the Poes does
not difappoint his Reader of the In-
ftru&tion and Pleafure he propofes,

but multiplies and increafes both; nor
- does
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does he fo much take him off from
the View of his Subje@, as he gives
him a delightful Profpect of it every
way, and in the beft Light. A Guide
cannot be faid to miflead the Traveller,
who brings him fafely and pleafantly
to his Journey’s End; and only takes
him out of the common Road, to
thew him a Palace or a Paradife, to-
entertain him with a Wonder or fur-
prifing Curiofity. In juft and noble
Tranfitions Invention in its largeft
Extent, and Imagination in its moft
vigorous Warmth, are, under the Con-
du& of found Judgment, employ’d.
to make the fartheft Difcoveries into
the Subje&, and give it the richeft and:
moft glorious Ornaments..

§ 24. SENTENCE 75 an inflrudlive
and lively Remark made on fomething.
very obfervable,. and agreeably fur-
prifing; which contains much Senfe in
- few Words, -

M s ”]}is
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*Tis cither dire& and plain: as, In
all the Affairs of the World fo much
Reputation is real(l)' Jo much Power *;

or indiret and difguis'd ; as,

~Fool! not to think how vain

Againft th’ Omnipotent to rife in Arms§.

This is a very dextrous and prevalent
way of bringing in a Sentence. You
are entertain’d with a noble Refle&ion,
when you did not expe it; and plea-
fantly furpris'd and inftrued without

the Appearance and Formality of Art.

Not to come down to ufelefs Nicety
and DiftinQion, a Sentence, in my
Opinion, appears with moft Beauty
and Advantage, when it is put into
fome of thefe following Forms:

1. When itis exprefs'd in any way
of Exclamation,' but peculiarly of
Wonder or Indignation; as,

* Til'otfon.
~§ Milton’s Parad. Loft, VI. 135, 136.

How
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How advantageous it is to pafs thro’
Adverfities to the Enjoyment of Pro-
erity * !
. How fharper than a Serpent’s Tooth
xt z:, to bave a tb:mkl efs Child + !

2. When it is put into a moving
Expofiulation, or prefling Interroga-
tion,

Are thefe our Sceptres, thefe our due Reward: ? ""4

And is it thus that Fove his plighted Faith re-

< [eards}2

3. When the Sentence is deliver'd,

and a Reafon immediately added to
fupport it.

In 2 Government #¢ is much better
to be unmindful of good Services than

* Plinii Panegyrs p. u; Ed Lipfii, 1653..
+ Shakcfpc;gcy P 10
i Dryd. Virg, £Za 1..

M 6 bad :
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bad : For. a good Man only becomes

more flow, when you take no account
of bim; a bad Man more darmg and
zrg/olem‘*

4. When a Sentence is made up of
a fhort Relation, and a- clean and
pertinent Remark -upon it.

Meflalina defir’d the Name of Ma-
trimony (with ber Adulterer Silius)
purely for the Greatnefs of the Infamy s

which'is the laff Pleqﬁtre of trofligate

Peop/e-]~
And this is near akin to the Epi-

phonema, of which we fhall prefently
* ipeak two or three Words. '

Sententes muft not ftand awkard
and bulky out of the Difcourfe; but
be neatly interwoven and wroughs
into it.

* Saliuft, Bel. Jugurth. p. 61.
4 Tacit. Annal. 1.1, ¢.9. p.250.

They

-~ o
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They muft be unaffected and fig-
nificant; and fuch as the Subjet ea-
fily fuggefts to a thoughtful and di-
ftinguithing Man. :

Sentences are the Ornaments and
Ligbhts of a Difcourfe; and therefore,
as Lights and Shades are in a good
Piture, fo ought Sentences to be fo
exa@ly and judicioufly mix'd with
the other Parts of the Difcourfe, that
all together may make up one uniform
Beauty, one regular and confummate
Piece. .-

§ 25. EPIPHONEMA is an Accla-
mation, containing a lively Remark
plac’'d at the End of a Difcourfe or
Narration. So Miltan, on the Ob-
ftinacy of the Rebel Angels, who
were fo infatuated, that they would
not fubmit, tho’ they knew Almighty
Power and Majefty came arm’d againft

them.

In heav’nly Minds can fuch Pesverfenefs dwell ?
" This
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This Figure clofes a Narration in
a very advantageous and taking man-
ner ; deeply imprefles the Thing re-
lated upon the Memory of the Reader ;
and leaves him in a good Humour,
well fatisfy’d and pleas’d with the
Senfe and Sagacity of his Author.

§ 26. Berore the Conclufion I
fhall only add a Word upon Complex,
or Affemblage of Tropes and Figures ;
which is when feveral firong and beau-
tiful Figures or Tropes are united to-
getber in'the fame Period.

It were endlefs to produce Inftances
out of good Authors, of all the vari-
ous Ways of advantageoufly forting
and uniting feveral Figures: 1 fhall
only fele® a few, and leave the reft
to every Gentleman’s Obfervation and

Reading.

1. Beautiful Comparifon, and lively.
Image.
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=~ She never told her Love,
But let Concealment, like a Worm i’ th’ Bud,
Feed on her damask Cheek : She pin’d in
[Thought,
And fat like Patience on a Monument,

Smiling at Grief mmm——*,

2. Properdllegory, juft Comparifon,
and ftrong Defcription.

Our Lives, difcolour’d wi[h our prefent Wees,
May ftill grow bright, and fmile with happier
So the pure limpid Stream, when fouﬁﬂvgzﬁ;
Of rufhing Torrents, and defcending Rglsx;.;:,
Works itfelf clear; and, as it runs, refines,

Till by degrees the floating Mirror fhines;

Reflects each Flow’r that on the Border grows,

And a new Heav’nin its fair Bofom fhows +.

* Shakefpeare.
1' Mdifon':CatO, 1, 6. PQ’-O« m.hs'o.




270 A New Introduétion

3. Exclamation, Apofirophe, ftrong
Met apbor,

O wretched State! O Bofom black as Death!
O limed Soul, that, ftruggling to be free,
Artmore engag’d! Help, Angels, makeEffay!
Bow, ftubborn Knees! and, Heart with Strings

[of Steel,

Be foft as Sinews of the new-born Babe *! .

4. Fiction of a Perfon, paffionate
Exclamation, and _dpofiropbe, and
ne Turn, are admirably join’d to-
gether by Mr. Prior, in his Mourn-
ing Poem <+ upon the Death of
his Friend drown’d in.the River P:-
ava.

On curft Piava’s Banks the ‘Goddefs ftood;
Shew’d her-dire Warraat to the rifing Flood ;

# Shakefpearc’s Hamlet, 3. 1. p. 362, 363.
+ Pag. 137, 138..
When.
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‘When whom I long mutft love, and long muft
With fatal Speed was urging his Rewurn s~
- In his dear Country to difperfe his Care,
And arm himfelf by Reft for future War;.
To chide his anxious Friends officious Fears,
And promife to their Joys his elder Years.
O deftin’d Head ! and O fevere Decree!
Nor native Country thou, nor Friend fhalt fee;

NorWar haft thou towage, nor Year to come:
Impending Death is thine, and inftant Doom.

Any one of thefe fine Figures
and Beauties  of Speech would, fin-
gle of itfelf, glorioufly itluftrate and
adorn a Period: But when Numbers
of them, like a bright .Conflellation,
fhed their united Rays upon it, how
charmingly beauteous, and full of
Graces, muft that whole Difcourfe

appear !

T5¢ E N D,



Juft Publithed,
(I» a neat Pocket Volume) The THirD EDITION,
confiderably Improv'd, of,

I THE Right Reverend the Lord Bifhop of
Sodor and Man’s Inftructions for the true -
Underftanding of the BLEssED SACRAMENT of
the LorD’s SUPPER, with the neceffary Prepara-
‘tion requir’d ; for the Benefit of young Commu-
-nicants, and of fuch as have not welk confider'd
this holy Ordinance. To which is annex’d, The
gﬁf“ of the HoLy ComMuNION, with proper
elps and Directions for joining in every, Part
thereof with Underftanding and Benefit.

II. The PriNcrpLEs and DuTies of CHRI-
STIANITY: Being afarther Izffruétion for fuch as
have learnt the Church-Catechifm. Together
with fhort and plain Diretions and Prayers for
{gticularl’erfons, Families, the Lord’sDay, the

rd’s Supper, the Time of Sicknefs, &¢. By
the fame Author. The 4t Edition. N.B. To
this Edition is added, The true Chriffian Metbed, :
&c. of educating the Children both of the Rich
and Poor.

Such who are difﬂs’d to give away the above two
excellent Books, [ball, on taking a Number,

bave a bandfome Allowance. .

HI. ReveLaTION Examin'd with CANDoUR
Or, A fair Inquiry into the Senfe and Ufé of the
feveral REVELATIONS exprefly declar’d, or fuffi-
ciently imply’d, to be given to Mankind from the
Creation, as they are found in- the Bible. With -
a PREFACE, containing the Prefent State of
Learning, Religion, and Infidelity, in Great Bri-
tain. In2 Volumes 8+ Bya grofefs’d Friend
to an honeft Freedom of Thought in Religious
Inquiries.
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Climax, vide Gradation.
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Complex of Figures and Tropes 268
Concefion . 207
= = = - Iromical 212
Contradittion, feeming 227
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Herodotus

Homer

Horace

Hyperbole

Image, vide Vifion.
Infinuation

Interrogation

Inverfion

Invocation, Poetical

Irony

- = = Beautiful Branches of it

Fuvenal

L
Lafantius
Livy
Lucian

Metaphor

Metonymy

Minutius Felix

Morals, excellentin the Claffics

- - - - Refin’d fince the Gofpel

Mucian’s Speech in Tacitus
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Nelfon
‘New Teftament Writers, noble
----- Sele& Chapters

Page 22, 36
13,
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211
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obfiurity, whence it proceeds
omi

Oppofition

Pearfon on the Creed
Pericles’s Funeral Speech
Peripbrafis

Perfon Change of
Perfon Fiction of, vide Profopopeia.
- Perfpicuity

Philo

Pindar

Plato

Pliny Sen. and Funm.
Plutarch

Polybius

Premunition

Prevention

Profopopeia

Repetitiom, beautiful *
Rbezoric

| 4

Salluft

Sarcafm

- Semsence

Socrates

Sophocles

Speeches in Claffics
Spenfer
‘Suppreffion
Sufpenfion
Synechocke

)

Page 30

228

144

216
255

28, 149
110

39, 68
11, 38

117

120
119
207
206
24.7

213
143
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176
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70 74
37
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Tacitus . Page 43, 87, 11y
Terence 40
Theocritus 18, 99
Thucydides 36
Time Change of : 254
Tranfition ' 259, &e.
Tranflation of the Claffics 535
Trapp 145
Tropes 149
- - - Ufe of them 150, &re.
Tully 11, 29
Twrns, fine v 214
Variety in Style agreeable 26
Virgil 10, 16
- = - admirable for his Numbers 52
- - - beautiful Paflagesof his 229, 240, 241
Vifion . 2

i | W 45
Whole Duty of Man 143
Xenophon 28, 29, 36, 70

F1NTIS




:u:u’ﬁ"","whsl;..-

Pr.
Py,

RPP{
Rbe+

Se/)
Sarc..
Sexze
Sacy,
J'apéo(.
}’fet/
“Dpre
ﬁé‘tz/
lﬂ'a@

EXREAY RY ]"m gl'-.m-_- Y e 4T T -
CC vl Ciom: pin e lmacnews |

|
N rosrsos e o £ -

SR he () iitim o ToTamr. Ty 1
ot Monptgres, (o S TR

el
Troeemureer A e Vopores, 2w T T
v o e wgreasy smlem i B

TR o umuny v v a4 SaooTarx. ol
[$11 cv "'3 ‘

TvaTinrran’s ParTERs -
BTN oo OtCHR IS, 0o
- -+ Ihumas & Kemezs. ojod

- s vy, and correct=2 to- o
- v AL A, Felow of L.

cisv o e vt new Preface, coziil
“wves ov .o corulnets of chis Toest

e e v smeex o wath \dvmage.-

. ety i Bdipon. Aol
A ORI unmnlv engri
S T "!(.Q.L)'- RIS

’ e e sem s CorememiEcazcs

-
-e- wectrce;l M€ QODOT? ST
oo = ses -l &2 oy e, |
e A LT ot PO~ s S|
RN

Seese o i s cf@op, vy -

v o 2 TP L - g neor PR
~
. we vcewen o, Tl -,
. TN g . N Te s
-~

v R 2 2 bt W
- o IR S
- ot verna o
-~ = - AL onnen
- ~ cwzes -
Totweareeey (¥4 P

- )
et veve N

= e Leealnod







