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Hrsg. von o. Geyer. Leyden & London 1928 (A.J.YV. Gibb Memorial
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Carmina Hudsailitarum. Arabicc ed. ab J. G. L. Kosegarten. Vol. 1.

Gryphisvaldiae 1854.
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Lctztcr Teil der Lieder dcr Hudhailitcn. (J. Wcllhauscn, Skizzcn und

Vorarbeiten. H. 1. Berlin 1884.)
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Ibn Qotaiba, Liber poesis et poctarum. Ed. M. J. de Goejc. Lugduni-

Batavorum 1904.
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Schavvahid-Indiccs dcr Rcimwbrter und der Dichter . . . Zusammengcstellt

und hrsg. von A. Fischer und E. Braunlich. Leipzig und Wien 1945.

Ed. by W. Wright. 1-2. Leipzig 1864-1892.
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Universitets Arsskrift 1953: 10.)
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J>j** .jJ Jlij . *bdl *Ul Jl^x-L Jli UT . Jjy:

: L^P Jli} . Uj^jv* *xl>- JlL» u«ajl i^*JI • Jl*j
<• uir^k ^]

Cff dyi\ c^Li ^U»i wLUoTj J^i

.

^ai\j £CA11 £ dL^nJL Jlyi\j JyJl Jli Jij
; (

J^i d^Pj 4 Oj *li* o^J^ilL ISU * :>l j jj! Jlij (i Y*\)

•/*

*

LS^4

Jlii jLiJl) £-U : 3lj ^11 ^Jl*j JUj (iYV)

. jii ^
*Wk ij

,.'XA OjjK*j 2b yU *U- JlS> I \ y :\ • l/t ^ (i Y* — ITT)

e jlijj>v- JJ/-J 0"'/’ J^i 0v*J^ ^ jlij ^
•*

*
- J>/•* Jif- p A*l

. u-i/y- JJc-J» :
^jij (iYf)

Oj

^

, A ^jLlaiL f- *>~L* ' rlx*
• * IV W-

r*" ji* A: \ • "l/t

^ ( '-^ ) 'J»

<m>

n/t J* (tTV)



(Irv-ITA) flail ^l \*A

u^. <J*
4-0*j. ^ ‘ .P 1 ^ a~^' ^ (ir\)

// *>r^ : II i «U»aJI

,

oUl ^tT J ;
.Uj)i \

- J II J.> J-^>S/i — ifj :
,

jd — <i l/i ^.jdi i ij : oj*^Sii a

.H : t-/w J i i-r: \-\ll ^ i w : Wi oUi vtT (tXA)

• (^ji)r\r/\ J^ouSm : Jtf (ix<)

I 1: UA/ \ X J I jL>-jjJI ... l_iif <~Le- JiUJl ii-o- ^/llX: \ • v/t (tr«)

>y
j’ 5 ,f=- J w~^i ji -*4-' j jWIj I U: \ 'V/t ^ ... vU

• J (4
* .

•

<Ui- aii cJai- l. Jfj «Upl cU- Ji, wUiJl y, ^,_£ji .HJij * XX : X • v/l (tr\)

. I -5 aii cLs- U Jfj



Jl\ (iro-irt)

J 03 <cip Uj ; aLp (^1 ijtUL* J^aP 1 Jli * Jli . AlL*P *Ax3

( Jj

^

lajl
)
jUi lJa,i*j Avi*j J Ji L*-^> J>\)\ dJ* 4 <ci^P

J 5 IajUL>- v-«J Ui 1—$-> IT <1) Ixi
L (

jv^L> J^pjuljj

A^i cLUJlU ; JLt v^sS^iy lili t ^3 2)
1 j>J jC a)

)
v_jUi)i ^aP ^>- Jli? IJU uuyj ^3. ^ JUi . 4»JUili

: (*JI
•i 0

aS^-J* ^C*p <*_~UiJI ^p*pj

\T

. ci^4 (Jji*** aaUJU ^I^p ^
t^u>Vi

(j
^cU ji oilaJi oi jjj ^pj -tfj (trr)

^^l>- lilj
4 j*>%J ji j*Jl* aJp jlT (c—^A * )

lii L*>W^ t—>1^1 a) (Jli 4 Jw V
< ^ i ^

e->U»lj 4 L^y jl U^j ApL«3 (_5
lil OjiZ*A ^->IaIj 4 J^>“ wUlJ 0jJZ*

. J—ii aa>* (Jji a3? JJali aUj
^Jp

^ ISI

*.- 4

O JaJL» [aj 4 Uyj Uy 4iyCj 4tyC aazJj a5 aL> JUb j (IT* 1

)

. AilJ-Llj iildl

>0 u
*

'J->
4 A^jIjM - * <daP Jjlka

(J;
iiP Jij Jipl IjJ .xU-lj (ifo)

.
( ^jj j^. ) Jj rta <£*)» r • i/t o|*>J' J cJi

:
^)\ Jj5

. ( ) J j c-Jt : ^SoJI j, jJj JUi

... oUa-l'j* \' : n*/wJ * I uw ^ J ...^} jlW! I \ - : \*v/t ^ (trr)

JUj. \:u/u J I ixji ... 0>M W.UI Jliji \r : > • v/i ^ . I^.V
. i -L-i-i <up- (jy Cb Jlk-i 41j Jp Ol ia-^-

. . /u^^ -UL;ij ^ j^ii^aULu JuiUjj... jipi tiUi u : > * v/i ^ (trv-tr©)

flX-il ^l>Ji JJj o vl-J ^ ... ^ w»Ul 4au>- i V M'A i UJap

. « r/i\ . . . dL’U JUSib ^ UU ^^
<ijl

( ) rv - x—i/ > o j j obi o oj>j ^ j4 b-J*
: v* ji

. « <-i; ^.i J4 iiL'i J;
^i Vi 6



(trA-trv) ?*U!i

. fi v ^ ^ — oli i

\v: \v/wJ,«aJ, jt -i- *.

# V jia* tjj w*UVl jWl Jtfj u \ A :\ *VI i ^y> (i TA)

«Jl* . s J—aj jl ^ a ^>-ji~*\ *JL^>j jA Jlij s

J* cS^
Wl ^^ Ji*

# «

LiJ CJ> ; Ttv/^ JU-Vl J o oU iii Cojj <J

* ( C^-,J^ ^ ^



(Ut-trS)*U.U

*

u

\A

j iSy^ -Upj
(J"*^i (J^

*A—* lijj (it“^)

5sj yi
*i (f~t

iMJgj t SpUjII J *-* ^ : a'/^ 1 Ji 1 Ju (»*)

<_$ : UUj . Lai
(
W>

)
LaJL ‘^^ai ,\A*)' <ui -i>-l Ji i^iil ‘^^aaJ' t—^!'

• ‘ « •* r ^

. —t fj\ 3LaJ ^

.
ojUJlIj <SLJlI <Co& aJ

^

c-i^aJl yw< I (il^)

U& Jii j~&i <ub *u u — 'J9 Jc^ 1 (**'0

. *j&\ Ji, ‘^1 : r^ Jti,
.^ vu !

‘ ^

f
4*. N )) Jlt*l

.
qLwjJI iil uli-1 <— (iiV')

• ox ^ .

Z x« .*

lP ci" c/J oL4

l^lay jlj jS/ yUl ^bf
#
wUJi J*i 4 J^J J^j

r^J' jJj Ujk/* <a!p Jk]\ IjJj^ UJ

—

k> J**

tJajj oijj <cj

jig jZJb 4 Ji^Sl

1 jU l^^-i ^jl J

_ioJI dJJi

I

°j*~* J* U

^y&ui U 1^5" Ul c5|^r c

UlT ^i)l ^ ^U-i
(

I AY )
aJ ^uij j%-f c ^j4Jl

<uU ljJj£lijJb liU- CJLU-
x j|

Ji J“i JM- 1

ir^. 4 <jh-
U
Cf ^ y* ^ *->! «

. 4-X^aJl

• * * yiij * & «

j

i Qj ^Sll : \ • a/ t^ (it*)

JOJLlJy. jUj^T^Ur Jii4> j ... J>! . Y>M*A/t^(tir-tlY)

. a^ ... 4> J^i GJ ^ JB . ^ : \ri/\ J .

«

tUaM Ji-



(ttv-iio) ^ ^ T

i ilgj oy^UaJI 4loi
c/

4

£7
*^ !i

!-> ( i i d )

Slr l ij JLJ
. ^^4 yp ULbl

*ojU jL*Jl v-JLs (j
f\ ^

: ( *> )

0!j

i

ri' LS
6

*ir-i <jjj (Ul)
^ o

; Ijl^l 1
V *5

f^y J^rj <-^' JV • W [r~t j~rt J~n *ir~i cirr*

{J-^} 4*>- U^\i (1)!)^ yJ»b J-J o^JJl tJ £*>- c£^ j'^7A

.
y>*Vl Spij U^v4 j>-Ij JS* OpL C-J*i L$~j

AiJ^I Optiil jJJ-l Spio
( ^ AY

) (J U iilj (i i V)

J £luJI iJl*
(1 Vi; 4 c>L jp OJbM y^Jl J^l J J/J ^1

jp ^>dl ^jd Jlij 4 *jUdl ^JLIj iUdl S^tiil dibJ Jlij 4 jUULI

JU . AlU«J C-Py lij ^l>- ojI>J iJUJl «J^>- Jij ; c-^UNl

: ( Ji^ 1

a*

)

>

J*J ^
c—

>

^*Jl JII4 I . d^l-i wUj tL-i* ^io N dJJij c <OwUj <jl

> > *' o,< X . .
$# 1 C^

P «

lil iJUJl <jl vUJij 4 kJ& Jp yi;i (^1 t! l^p>T jp 2JU- oi>U- B

P
#

.

jJp <1) 1^* <C>J Ujj C~Uol wlli-l jjp £J>*dl vlolyl

. c»Ji>-U J--»Vl <J : ^ — oipi ^

0 \ 4#jgd : Jli . a pjjU ... j -LiJlj fJjl J;* ... ^ ^ • ^/i ^ (i^°)

. (f^i) yvo/u J l r\ :ro
fj

<^UliJ... jXl JJ 5^1 J.J 1 >V
• * jtji \0 :t* Vt ^ (tf\)

. 6 Aj Aj

*^1 i « AiUcJ^ oa’>UJS 0jJJ£\ kiibJ JlLj ... ^ * \K \ \*\!i y> (i tV)

. 1 <-^t> ... ^IU» •>-!

. ( ) Jj > • : t \\Y oll-iui : C~£l\ JU



\\r (tor-ttA)* LjS»

oU ; oJ>-j 5i) ^ ullj
; jj J* j'

€ i «

(
I AY”

)
. ^.JJ 4 Ia-Aj ti j' *Uj/>- j' C-$—

til jlJULI o&- : Jlij ;JUi Jli, Jp s.^jl 1

LS*-~i (_s*^
—s»V'j

L> U iyd\j jkj j* U SjUJI
:
jvfix . -oyti

• aA^

. \$& fh\ U& JJ^ c_aJU ^1 jlss lit J : Jli (HA)

ijh i yjJi «j (_^JJl ^IJI -J->- _^aIU <_JLSj

_

j ; Jli (i£^)

. el^JJlj io'i/lj

" > . +.

)) a*j • -*M-' J J>*J' £/* (* 0 *)

. « LM loll J*

JU . ij <1 i)j& c JJJ-I ^^wJl J~i Ajpto iilj (io^)

NT

No

NA

^ 41

1

°J^ Ji

j\ a—J^Jtj -lli-l Jp iJUJI JJ *. oj^ Jlij (loY)

r-
_JU LJl

))
Jill (J JJ ciJJJJj c -lLA-l J—> «Xo3 IJje ^Ju Cjj^ju l

JJ Jl j^j OJ>-l JJ t^l ((.^JJI ji

;Ui

«

^

oji>- » ^t>i j* : jj j ( Ar> Ju (ior>

l^JUJ* Jj ojl>Jli c 6j\P ^P ^At4 Ij ^jJiJl JU^I ^-P Jiil I Jlij

• °J* Cf V LS*
U

. ^ •- j*_ji : \ \ //
^

-

: C-aii -V

. a li$J JJ . . . aSl* jJJu \i\j t VV : \ • \/i ( t i A)

* LM J* ••• J**-*^i Jr* T« : N^/i ^ (to.)

. * J! J Jtf 5 jo ... vJU Ul Jd
I Jj I o : NTo/o J (toT)



<nr ~ioi) fUM wit \ \ i

liU 4 dOU- J y>j ; ji u-^Uj : djvP Jlij (ts£)

.
^L>o]l

^Jp
jJlT JlSJ c O' OlTi' vliJi vl~L *>\i A*o

v
k A

jlWl <j (J^T 'ij tiaP •—->UVl J^laP ! Jij jJ JL5j (£°o)
* 0 «*"

c UlIz*J' c—’L&V' «aJj (3^^ •— ^aj J^il Jij <c> ^^>-

jl Aalp O^Tj OUldjj
4

^lijJl (J OJUi Jju ^yiL J!/

l

I

. Uldl .v* ^
>> « if *-

J J«£ UJU jl C>

(
JS" <C-* U iitllij t j^la*!l -di-l 'j* i_!axi U (io"\)

( T A 1 )
o' y>j t I

. Slj J\ viAJS Jls . JU-

y> (iov)

ytiJl

fi 0 ^ ^ ^ y a ^ * " J • y

Lkp «Ckpi 4llkp 4
ji-k O' (i°A)

JaJL-jj ^>- aTyj aaJ 'Sj 0^-v^ >U»J
* JUj ( i 0 ^

)

*.

d

c ; c

^\ o^U- : J^SJ 4
yui]l (wJl>- SjUiJi £Udl : Jlij (tv)

^jJij ^iaJ' t ~U*jb O' t ^>- aj>-' ijli

. lot i)J>S&

c t

jyJj 4 i*jV' 4l* Ju>o <-Llill ^\ ^
s

)}\ ^jfj' \ «^ljj jj\ Jli (£*\\)

. sj>^' au Jr

y-jjJI J ^1 ^oU JOJLI /j, Jr ^ jj lili
(11 T)

, J>u, ... wiU^i jLt
!

Jy. J-^> ij :

J 'UJIj - YT : \ • \!i

r*
~

J-i

(i°i)

J6j N / 4 J-~ & >' ^

>

0UjaJ '

. a \ 41—AA jJl 4J J>S *i-\jl ^ r-
>\

y} • \ * : r * v/i (ltd)

. : w/\v J

• rr

:

w/t ^ (t^t)

u

^o

^ A



*

u

\o

\\o 'r lJit (l11- 1 If)

*^j>J 4 uJli *« *£b <u»4^«Mj 4*3

. Aplo J

oU-i lii jj Sj_«u 4di>j jl*j ^LjJi J 4U-1 ^1 Jiij (tnr)

t •
? £

oLij ; lyj

jJd-1 l1j\^a jLi 4 Oj 4~~»* (
^

: ( <>* )
5 !/«

j fb U y>j (111)t\ -

l~ 0 \
'

^p 51^V y-UJl <je . u*

II J ob iiljl L^ii O/L ai O/L pji lil

Jlij , 4j *Jlx_J oi< Jj illy. J*bJj apLjJI Jp OJl j^Jil Jji

: (
i~Jl ^ )

>-1

s
iJ A 1j *yu&\ . Ip

ox.

L>
'^-SJI

ti*
1 Ji-fc tii

t aJ IjCi ai JJ ^jS/I <j £bjJl
J*>-

lil : jbj y\ Jlij (ino)

. plijJI <ui ot bUUSj C-jIjI -*S ! Jli . wiU^l J dyUj

bl
: y} • v^ 1 D^iAb D^V -** V J^ ( i>n )

4J J«£ (jl »Ij^I[j aj ^$LJ 4 J*>^ J;

• ^
^ sZjjJ? ^ 8 4&:> c -Uj OUl&l a-U O-b j : <p-lo J ... ^jk£ Uli

« ^

. I I J^'Vl J l II

i «

. t a-j-U. . .
.

jy£ tt Jj S_^U
(
US'

)
*iU; Aw ... ,jJi ij| j 1 v t : \ - a/ i y> ( t nr)

. I <o-U> aljj <£l>j Aa* ^Ia)1 J Ijj -U>J U Uy- _*J cJtfj I t ! \T »/\ J

y U iru. X o/L iJlt o/L oi Ul jjl J, -U*> Jli 8 >aa/\ J :
^UJi Jli (int)

. V .' A * J 0~Jt
. s

. a\\ jJ&\ JU1I J C_iij ^a-IJI y. :
y-l Jl»j

<J ^_jlij c-li, J \v : -(A/\A J . C aj i,ii Ji ... J«r Ulj t re : \ > alty> (tne)

p-La!l• •^ J 1

£>

. « aOj JUy yi V Jv- Uli 1 ra M*A/i (fn)



f lJ£\ wil > n

-**> J-i (i ^ ^j’-b *ij* (t*W)

JLU
^ 4
•^a i ju

<C*4 J»iU 4j^j jj <C*

dj • J ( ' A* ) J*!j ‘ J*!> J*' ^0-b
^ #

^ t ^ oi —

<c** Ipj UL5 I 4.1*^- bj la I AAii

* *

^JJ xsjij . 4pL^ *L>-i (^Jdi

J~f^ *^' (V* (jrr
4 /O

iUll Jii-I : ^Lj _j;l Jli (11A)

: <Ji>» ^) CJ\

f*b ^b &*> o** £M l ^ u "jij ^>\j ioT, ^1 £l
#
oJl ^ Jil*Ai ^JU

jJUM yu OJiJl (j Jlij . OZj ^}\ j^**Jli -bill

iJ

:
( Jd>»

lull y S>j jh* ilb
^Jp

Aa
)

l* J^i 4 cLLol ^1 iSjjj l* • Ojj jjl Jlij (£V*)

Jl5j . JoiJi Jil iiU 05 * JUj . d] 4A>«^Jl ol>-

• OJO^ cS-*« '^1 ck
-^ ^

t j ^ t ^
A*-*. <y ./A crsb <y •'M-b (t v >

)

**“ .*JL» ; ,k)L A

. « J_~ J__i; ,lj o i>->i_li ja,.U! «j/_U J»VI i> Jlij » r : \ • a/i ^ (nv)

. r : yav/\ \ J

\v : tya/i J . a ... £_£.., xt;ij **U x>-i ^jjt ^wi aU-lj ( Y : \*\ll (f\A)

. C yl JjP ^lljJl ol>- /-»!<• AL>-J S

J ^r" w-j : t}'^
-k— oU-1 Jj.

tju Ji-o- Jjl » t : \*A 1 I JilA« pjjl ... jl* 1 t : \'^lt ^u> (t'l^)

. a -UJ j_wJU lUM Uli aa^>- y\ a i a il-li ...

,(l\V)>U jcJ! : Jtf,



\\v (tVV-iVT)

. \AV/\ \ J : fr*}' Jtf (IVY)

. 6 AjJjl . . . -U>-i lili i \ • \jt ( t VI

)

. « jJujJl Q.J JjuaJl JU^ . n : VY/>Y J (1V6)

. ( u-i ) t : m/A J J iljjli
:
^w.Sfi (tvi)



(IVV-tVV) N \ A

t ^e : a-\/a .

«

Qjl c—J J)t ^>Ji ^ *» Jfy o : r* \/o J (*va>

: i

• A • : \
\ fj

w
: £l>

: Jk >jk J» £> U w3>j!, ^ B n : W\/t ^ (*A\ - m>
# •

jir oii‘l gjj fyZ. Jjyjt J] iir^ *\)\ '*£j>c* &/Jlj 8 * 8

Iji cS"*U «Jj 5y* Jlij s \* : ^ V T /

^

N J . * SJjLJI £*A{j ••• iS*i ^
JU <j

o jS- %A Jli
j j. j j>*J\ > ... w* JUj i ( i jju %ii t<

.
jjyji j» *yt x'j>cj> v ju

. wr/w J j U- o; -r-> Jy : Mr j!
1 jy -^'1»

. (\AT) oUi v_/UT . i : \r Wt 1 j;'' *»
:
/U Jly

(tv<\)



(t AT — iA *

)

m

Ji5j .
<ji °j?- y.

i Jli

4j t <. 1^31 SS"j>c* 4 : tlr
4 V; ijk î ar 4
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INTRODUCTION

ABU HANlFA AHMAD IBN DAWUD AD-DiNAWARl was

of Iranian origin as is indicated by the name of his

grandfather, Wanand. In spite of the great value attached to

his work by later authors very little has been handed down
about his life except a short notice by Ibn an-Nadlm (Fihrist,

78), copied by Yaqut with additional notices (Irsad, i: 123-1.27,

cf. as-$afadi, al-Wafl, vi: 377-379). According to various

sources, his death is said to have fallen in 281 or 282/894-5 or

before 290/902-3. That he lived in Dinawar is corroborated by

what is said by the astronomer ‘Abd ar-Rahman as-$ufi, who
saw the house in Dinawar that served him as an observatory.

His philological studies he prosecuted in ‘Iraq, where he

learned both from Basran and Kufan teachers, especially from

the grammarians as-Sikklt and Ibn as-Sikklt.

In the field of philology, DinawarFs main work was the

Book of Plants. His purpose in this work was lexicographical,

to collect all tradition available in poetry and in the sayings

and writings of the ruwal about words and terminations in the

field of plants and plant life, including also the role of plant

material in the economy of men and for the life of animals.

To philologists, lexicographers and writers on botanical and
pharmacological matters, the Book of Plants was the main

source of knowledge about the botanical nomenclature of

Classical Arabic. In the great dictionaries, from Ibn Sida on,

are to be found also numerous quotations from Abu Hanlfa,

drawn in fact from the Kitab an-nabat, which do not seem to

have had a place in a book of plants, including philological

commentaries upon verses of poetry.

The aspect of the work may be illustrated by a short

summary of the subjects dealt with in the part published here;

cf. Contents of chapters.
*

On pasture. In this chapter Dinawar! treats of the rich Bcduin terminology

of pasturage; of observations made by them concerning illnesses caused in

camels and sheep by over-eating different kinds of plants, and the terminolo-

gy of these illnesses; of the terminology of watering; of licit and illicit

grounds; of the nutritional conditions of the camel; of opinions held by the

Arabs concerning the reddish colour of the ostrich observed in spring; of flies

affecting beasts and dogs.



vi

On locusts. In this zoological chapter dealing with the worst damage
affecting vegation, DInawarl treats of the stages of evolution of the locust

from the egg to the flying insect and the names given to those stages. In the

text of this chapter, Abu Haira aI-‘AdawI is quoted, who is known to have

written a Book of Insects (Ibn an-Nadlm, Fihrist, p. 45).

On truffles. On the rich terminology of mushrooms, their characteristic

features, the kinds of ground where they grow.

On different kinds or exudation of trees and herbs growing in the country

of the Arabs, including also objects of foreign origin. In Beduin diet, the

sweet juice that flows out in summer from, certain kinds of trees and shrubs

plays a considerable part. The author treats of the terminology of this juice,

its colour and flavour; about the construction of the kiln for extraction of tar

and about the kinds of wood from which it was extracted, the purposes for

which it was used etc.

On the terminology and the methods of tanning current among the

Beduins.

On the method and terminology of firemaking and the different kinds of

fuel used by the Arabs of the desert.

On dyestuffs of botanical origin produced in Arabia or imported. This

chapter was often quoted by the pharmacologists.

On the aromatic plants growing in Arabia or imported from other countries

and mentioned in poetry.

On the toothpick and the kinds of trees from which it was taken.

On the terminology of cordage and the materials and methods of rope-

making.
On the honey and the bee. Dealing with the biology of the bee, the author

points out that he obtained his information from ‘scholars of the past’

(al^ulama* al-qudum). This term, which occurs several times in the work is

here clearly opposed to DInawarFs Arab informants and its meaning can be

established witn full evidence from this passage; ‘People who have knowledge

about the bees assert that separate detachments ot them arc detailed for

diverse operations; some of them build (the combs) of wax, others carry

honey and pour it into the combs, others carry water and dilute the honey
with it/ The source of this passage is Aristotle’s Historia animalium, Book IX,

40 (625b: 15).

On bow and arrows. The quotations taken from this chapter by the authors

of the dictionaries was used by F.W. SCHWARZLOSE, Die Waffcn der Allen

Araber. Leipzig 1886.

As can be seen from the text, the work was essentially a

compilation of earlier collections in the field. In the case of at

least some of these collections it can be demonstrated by

literary evidence that they existed in a written form. In the

chapter on the locusts, a set of descriptions by Asrna
4

! of the

larval stages is quoted in the same order also by Cahiz (see

paragr. 229-248) and clearly points to a written source com-

mon to both authors. Quoting (about a hundred times) the

well-known Beduin informant Abu Ziyad al-Kilabi, the author



evidently keeps orthographic peculiarities characteristic of his

source (e.g. paragr. 1073).

The Book of Plants was made the subject of a study by B.

SILBERBERG (Zeitschrift fur Assyriologie, 24-25. 1910-1911)

who tried to reconstruct the outlines of the work. Starting

from chapters in Ibn Sida’s al-Muxassas containing quotations

attributed to Abu Hanlfa, Silberberg inferred that the Book of

Plants was made up of monographs largely corresponding to

these chapters. The real character of the work became known
through MS A 4716 of the University Library of Istanbul

containing, according to the title of the book, the fifth part of

the Kitab an-nabat. In the text of this part, the author tells the

reader that he had divided his work into two sections: a

monograph section containing ‘chapters’ on different subjects

which he ‘considered appropriate to mention before ment-
ioning the plants once after another’, and a section in which
plants were described under their names arranged in an
alphabetical order according to the first letter of the name.
The Istanbul manuscript happened to contain the last part of

the first section and the first part of the alphabetical one. This
part was edited by me in The Book of Plants of Abu Hanlfa

ad-DTnawari. Part of the Alphabetical Section ( j-i
) Uppsala &

Wiesbaden (Uppsala Universitets Arsskrift 1953:10.)

The existence of another manuscript of the Kitab an-nabat

was made known to me by a letter from Dr. L. Nemoy of the

Yale University Library, who kindly informed me that the

third part of the work was contained in Cod. Salisbury 77 of

that library (see also L. NEMOY, Arabic manuscripts of the

Yale University Library. Transactions of the Connecticut

Academy of Arts and Sciences, Vol. 40. 1956, p. 158, No.

1497.) This manuscript belongs to a collection of Arabic

manuscripts purchased by E.E. Salisbury at the sale of the

private library of Silvestre de Sacy and presented to Yale in

1870. A note about its existence in Europe was in fact to be
found in Bibliotheque de M. Ie baron Silvestre de Sacy, T. iii,

Paris 1842, p. 15, No. 80.

So far then, two full parts, the third and the fifth, of

DInawari’s work have come down to us. Concerning the



*

Vlii

number of its parts there is a note in Xizanat al-adab of

‘Abdalqadir al-Bagdadi, Vol. i, p. 11, that the author read a

copy of it in six large volumes. From the fact that the part of

the alphabetical section which is contained in P. v comprises

one third of the alphabet, we may infer that the division of

the work represented by our manuscripts is the same as that

represented by the copy known to ‘Abdalqadir. This division

was made by the copyist who wrote our manuscripts, both of

them completed in the year 645/1247. The manuscript copied

by him was written, in ten parts, by the philologist Abu Sa'Id

as-Sirafl (280/893-368/979); see my publication mentioned

above, pp. 14-16.

In the present publication the reader will find what has

come down to us of the Monograph Section of the Book of

Plants, that is to say the ‘chapters’ contained in PP. iii and v.

Apart from the Yale MS and the Istanbul MS, I had the

opportunity to use also the Madina fragments of Dinawari’s

work found by Dr. M. Hamidullah, who generously put at my
disposal his copy of them; see my previous publication, pp.

1 -2 .

The text of the chapter On the honey and the bees of P. iii

(§ § 968-1061) was compared with that of a treatise called

Kitab al-'asal wa-n-nahl wa-n-nabat alladl tagris minhu li-Abi

‘Umar. This treatise, written by the philologist Abu ‘Umar

Muhammad ibn ‘Abdalwahid az-Zahid al-Mutarriz, also called

Gulam Ta'lab, d. 345/956-7, is contained in an ancient An-

dalusian manuscript, Cod. Escorial Legajo 1898. It was studied

by the late Professor J. KRAEMER (Legajo-Studien zur al-

tarabischen Philologie. ZDMG, Bd 110. 1961, pp. 252-300)

who rightly identified the text of the treatise as being taken

from the Book of Plants. A full analysis of it is given in the

Arabic written introduction of this publication.

The reader will notice that some orthographic peculiarities

adopted by Oriental printers against the standard of ancient

manuscripts have been left uncorrected by the editor.

Finally I wish to express my deep gratitude to Dr. STEFAN
WILD of the Orient-Institut der Deutschen Morgenlandischen

Gesellschaft, Beirut for this generous and unfailing help in

seeing the book through the press. I have to acknowledge also



valuable assistance from Dr. WADAD EL-KADI. She looked

through my Arabic introduction and kindly suggested impor-

tant corrections.

Bernhard Lewin

Goteborg, September 1973


