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PEEFACE.

It is with regret that I issue the Annucd

Monitor this year with an obituary so scantily

furnished with memoirs, and containing the

names of some whose lives would have supplied

material for much interesting and instructive

record, unaccompanied by any memorial. I trust

that a future volume may supply the deficiency

in some of these cases.

There appears to be a growing disposition to

question the wisdom and utility of making public

the spiritual experience of departed friends ; and

if the pages of this little work aimed only at

recording the excellencies of those who have

passed away, without recalling their frailties and

failures, and telling how they foimd a way of

deliverance from them, and of entrance into the

glorious liberty of the children of God, its story

would be told to little purpose, if indeed it did

not tend to discourage the wayfarer on the road

to Zion, who often finds himself compassed with



infirmity. But in proportion as its pages paint

those " footprints on the sands of time " which

past lives have left there, and tell of the way by

which those gone before travelled ont of dark-

ness into light, and out of the power of sin and

Satan unto God, will it help its readers to " take

heart again " in the renewed assurance that there

is a way of certain hope for every fallen son and

daughter of Adam, and that that way is Christ.

With a view to supplying the deficiency in

other matter, I have prepared sketches which

will be found at the end of the volume, of two

lives whose records are full of practical illustra-

tion of Divine truth, and of encouragement to

such as desire to live a life of faithful trust in the

Lord.

The account of John M. Whitall I have taken,

with the kind consent of the family, from an

unpublished biographical sketch by his daughter

Hannah W. Smith. The memoir of Thomas

Shillitoe is drawn from his Journal, which, though

in some parts undoubtedly tedious, will yet abun-

dantly repay perusal. !N either of these men pos-

sessed high intellectual culture, yet both had

much true spiritual experience, and both knew

what it was to be " born of God," and to live a

new life of faith in Him.



Vital religion requires for its roots a deeper

soil than that of intellect only, and reaches further

than any mere philosophy. It is attained only as

the Spirit of God works upon the soul, and leads,

through a new birth, into a changed life ; else the

Lord Jesus would not have said, " Except a man

be born again (from above), he cannot see the

kingdom of God ;
" nor would Paul have written,

" The natural man receiveth not the things of the

Spirit of God, for they are foolishness unto him

;

neither can he know them, because they are

spiritually discerned." The promise still lives,

" They shall be all taught of God ;" and as His

children are willing to humble themselves before

Him, and to be taught and guided by His Spirit,

they will be made wise unto salvation ; they will

find that the way of true discipleship is still the

way of the Cross ; but they will find, too, that the

way of the Cross is the way to the Crown.

W. R.

Scarborough,

Tivelfth month, 1880.
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188 1.

OBITUARY.

Age, Time of Decease.

Margaret Abbatt, 79 14 4 mo. 1880
Liverpool A Minister. Widow of George Abbatt.

Sarah Abbatt, ^0^^071. 77 9 3 mo. 1880
Widow of Thomas Abbatt.

EuLDAH Abbott, Corh. S2 21 8 mo. 1880
Widow of Thomas Abbott.

Hilda Margaret Alexander,

h^idch. 4 16 2 mo. 1880
Daughter of Samuel and Mary Jane Alexander.

JarolixeAllen, i^^cM^7/. 59 1 12 mo. 1879
Hannah HuNTON Allen, 67 6 6 mo. 1880

Uiyper Clapton. An Elder. AYife ofStafford Allen.

Hannah H. Ransome was the daughter of
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James and Hannah Ransome of Ipswich, and

was born in the Third month of 1813. She was

one of a large family who were left motlierless

when Hannah was only thirteen years old.

From this time, and especially after she left

school, her father found in her one of his greatest

earthly comforts, and she grew to early woman-

hood under the care of her mother's sister who

took charge of the household and acted a kind

part to the motherless children.

James Ransome was a man of vigorous and

nohle mind, and the love and reverence felt for

him by this beloved daughter were unusually

strong and often expressed in later years. Hannah

w^as lively and buoyant in disposition, very sen-

sitive, and deeply affectionate, and the bond

between father and daughter Avas an uncommon

one in many respects.

Great desires and earnest longings after hea-

venly things arose in her heart when about

seventeen, and a joimial kept at this time shows

how often her soul was exercised in self-examina-

tion, and how she grieved over the failings of

which she felt deeply conscious.

Several manuscript volumes of a journal, kept

for many years, afford much that is interesting

and instructive.
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At an early age an engagemont for marriage

Avas formed which circumstances unexpectedly

put aside. This was a sore trial, though in after

years she often acknowledged liow tenderly God
had dealt with her at this time ; and her sym-
pathy was always very great witli any whose
experience in this respect had been similar to

her own. Eeferring to this early trial forty-

three years later she writes :
—" I seemed to see

the Lord's hand in it all, and years passed away
during which I was drawn nearer to my Almighty
Friend

; until, to feel that I was cared for by
Him, instructed and led by His Spirit, was more
to me than any earthly expectation, however
bright the prospect."

Many interests bound her to the home of her
childhood, but after several years, at the age of

tv>'enty-five, she received another offer of mar-
riage, which after much prayerful consideration

she accepted. She often acknowledged how at

this critical time she was guided and directed to

choose the path aright, and exhorted others to

believe in the power of prayer, and to trust the

goodness of our Heavenly Father who directs the
steps of those who love Him. -

In 1839 H. Pi. was united in marriage to

Stafford Allen, and removed to his home in
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London. A liappy nnion of forty-one years fol-

lowed, and together tliey experienced tlie joys

and trials of family life, for which, as a mother,

she was so remarkably fitted. A permanent deaf-

ness from which she suffered—the result of a

cold—was not the least of these trials; but this

was borne by her with the greatest patience and

cheerfulness, and she sometimes alluded to it as

" the crook in her lot
;

part of a needed disci-

pline, which was desirable for her, or it would

not have been permitted."

The loss, by death, of two dear little girls,

one a year and eight months, the other eight

years old, w^as much felt by her loving heart,

but she bowed in submission to her Father's will,

and w^as able to say, " The Lord gave, and the

Lord hath taken away ; blessed be the name of

the Lord."

Early in her married life she writes of much

comfort received from a sermon preached by Dr.

Thomas, of America, in which he pointed ou1

that the soul must " make surrender to the con-

victions of tbe Holy Spirit," a term which, she

writes, brought help to her soul, and was ofter

used by her afterwards in explaining to the youn^

the way of salvation. Dr. Thomas also dwelt upoi

the necessity of this new birth as a persona
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spiritLial experience ; and from about this time

H. S. Allen felt a joyful, yet humble assurance

of her soul's salvation, though the infirmities of the

flesh were often cause of great heart sorrow tu

her.

As years passed on, her Christian character

deepened, and she became the centre of a circle

by whom she was both loved and revered. She

sometimes expressed a wish that she had known

in earlier days more teaching upon the needs of

the soul, and more openness in speaking of spiri-

tual things, saying, '' We live now in a day when

there are many who love to speak of Jesus, and

while we must be cautious w^e do not err on the

opposite side, and speak words without corres-

ponding experience, or lightly mention sacred

subjects, I believe those who ^fear the Lord' may

often speak upon His name with profit no^^', as

in former times.''

^lany and earnest were her wrestlings in

prayer for her dear ones, often at night leaving

her bed to plead for some absent one who was un-

conscious of her deep exercise of soul at the time,

but who learnt the value of a mother s prayers

by the realisation of her petitions in after days.

Some particularly pointed and immediate

answers to prayer have been recorded by her

b2
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witli heartfelt gratitude, and strong was her faith

and firm her belief in the definite guidance of the

Holy Spirit.

An entry in her diary, dated Fifth month

8th, 1878, is as follows :—

" A true and unexpected answer to prayer, a

gift assisting me greatly in my labour of love for

G .'

Third month 10th, 1878, she writes—" Under

circumstances of difficulty and perplexity I have

found the Lord an all-sufficient helper, and He
has delivered and sustained me through great

conflicts, and has provided for me beyond what I

could ask or think, bearing my burden wdienever

I have truly trusted in Him "

" I have never been permitted to feel it nearly

the help to confer with flesh and blood that it

has been to go boldly to the throne of grace ; and

I have never done this without experiencing

guidance and receiving help sufficient for my
utmost needs.

"I find it goodand helpful to castmy care upon

God, and in all my ways I desire to acknowledge

Him. Again and again has the Lord performed

all things for me, and I desire to bear my humble

testimony to the loving-kindness of my Father

in Heaven. Is not the true experience of the
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trusting Cliristian, ^ Lefore they call 1 will

answer and while they are yet speaking I will

hear '
?

''

After sharing for many years with a beloved

partner the cares and anxieties incident to the

bringing up of a large family, a season of peace

and happiness was granted her in their r^uiet

home at Clapton, where for a while she greatly

enjoyed the service of the Church, '' ministering

to the saints," sympathising with all who needed

sympathy, cheering the fainthearted, bearing the

burdens af many, and truly thus fulfilling the

law of Christ.

Many sweet friendships date from this time,

and all who came within that home circle she

frecjuently remembered at the throne of grace

with tender affection.

Her heart specially warmed towards all who

felt themselves called to the ministry of the

Gospel, and not least towards those who felt

themselves amongst the " little ones," to w^hom

she was truly a mother in Israel ; and all who

were engaged in the service of our Divine Master

were sure of her encouragement and help. The

Brumana Mission in Syria was specially dear to

her heart, and all connected with the work there

" shared her deepest affection and interest.
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In the family circle she often bent the knee in

prayer, and many sweet seasons on the Sabbath

afternoon are now among memories of the past.

Sometimes when abont to part with one and

another, the tears of earnest love Avould stream

down her cheeks, her feelings seeming too deep

for utterance.

Her desires for the spiritual welfare of her

children pressed upon her far more than concern

for their temporal needs, though she was in every

sense a true mother. She often said in later

times, " I have never felt it needful to pray

nmch for you as regards your prospects for this

ivorld, for we have the promise, ^ All things need-

ful will be provided ; ' but I feel sometimes as if

I cannot rest till my children, from the eldest to

the youngest, have learnt to know their Saviour,

and I believe I could be content to go when I

know this to be the case."'

In the early autumn of 1876 symptoms of a

decline of health from over-taxed powers became

apparent ; the occasional faintness caused by weak

action of the heart, from which she had suffered

for years, became more frequent and alarming,

and after some months disease developed which

necessitated her retirement from active life.

When told of the serious nature of her com-
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plaint slie seemed but little affected, remarking,

with a smile, " My warning-bell has rung."

Severe suffering and restless nights v/ere her

portion a few months later, but were borne wdtli

the greatest patience, and after a time she w^as

once more restored to some measure of health, to

the great joy of her family and friends, who

believe that this was granted in answer to earnest

prayer.

She continued in a precarious state of health

for more than tw^o years, occasionally being able

to attend meeting once in the day. This was a

privilege which she highly valued ; and she de-

sired that all might share in it.

An entry in her diary, dated 19th of Tenth

month, 1878, is as follows :

—

"At Sudbury very precious meeting. My
feeUng given was—In the presence of the King

;

in the audience-chamber of the King of

Kings."

It was on very rare occasions that her voice

broke the silence of our meetings, but when this

was the case her words w^ere few^, but expressed

with deep feeling. She would say sometimes to

her intimate friends, " public ministry is not my
calling ; mine is a hidden service." And so it

was in measure, for she_was truly faithful in the
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little, and conscientious in fulfilling everything

which she felt laid upon her as a duty.

Though, of necessity, her life was at this time

somewhat retired, and her days were often passed

entirely up-stairs, she still felt that she had
little services for her Lord, and many a message

and letter sent from her quiet chamber cheered

the heart of a sorrowful one, and bore testimony

that she was, as she expressed it, " on the watch-

tower," upholding the hands of more active

servants by her earnest prayers.

Seventh month, 1878, she writes :—" Much
oppressed by my breathing. My own belief is, this

is progress in the complaint of the heart. I thank
my God that He helps me to look at this calmly.

Jesus is very precious to me ; I feel safe with

Him."

The winter of 1879-80 passed without causing

fresh anxiety
; but her friends felt that there

was no ground gained. In the first week of

the Yearly Meeting of 1880 she saw a few of her

dear friends, but a proposed visit to her eldest

daughter and son-in-law, at West Drayton, being

her own suggestion for the latter week, she was
removed thither with tolerable ease, though she

walked from the carriage to the house with some
difficulty. A quiet and very happy fortnight passed
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away, in wliicli no thought of coming separation

clouded the bright present. Daily drives seemed

to refresh and strengthen her. Her countenance

wore a bright and healthful appearance, and the

serenity of her spirit showed the sweetly-prepared

state of her waiting soul.

More than once she said, " I am so happy here.

This rest and quiet are doing me so much good.

If my call comes while with you, I could go as

readily as from dear Parkfield." It was noticed

that she said this on three occasions. An atmo-

sphere of holy calm seemed to surround her, and

all felt its influence.

The hour by which she thought to return

home was fixed, her luggage was all packed and

sent forward, when suddenly came the Master's

call, ^* Well done, good and faithful servant, enter

thou into the joy of thy Lord!
"

On the afternoon of Sixth day, the 4th of Sixth

month, she was rising from bed after her usual

rest before tea, when she seemed faint and desired

again to lie doAvn. She then lay for some wdiile

as if dozing ; but irregular breathing coming on,

her children w^ere alarmed, and summoned the

family doctor, who expressed his opinion that

the symptoms were very serious. A night of

sorrowful watching and waiting follow^ed, and
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iiioriiing brought no improvement. Absent dear

relatives were summoned, and it soon became

apparent that the end was near. Her eyes were

closed, and she appeared as if sleeping. She never

rallied to full consciousness, and just forty-eight

hours from the time of the seizure, with husband

and children around her, she peacefully passed

a^^'ay.

May we not rejoice for her in the full belief

that she has received an abundant entrance into

that Heaven whither the Forerunner is for us

entered ; and that, clothed in His righteousness,

she has been presented faultless before the Throne

of God ?

Mary Allison, 33 8 2 mo. 1880

Sunderland. Wife of William Allison.

Sarah Anderson, 86 10 1 mo. 1880

StoJce Newington.

Jonathan Wilkinson Angas,

Hayes, Kent. 90 16 11 mo. 1879

Mattey Arkinstall, 82 22 12 mo. 1879

Birmingham. Yv^idow of Francis Arkinstall.

Anna Mary Armitage, 21 18 9 mo. 1880

Brixton. Daughter of George and Adelaide C.

Armitage.

Caroline Ash, Bristol. 82 28 4 mo. 1880

Widow of Edward Ash, M.D.
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Augusta Ashby, Staines. 83 28 9 mo. Ib80

Widow of Charles Ashby.

Bella AsHBY, >Sto'/ie.s. 89 25 11 mo. 1879

"Widow of Thomas Ashhy.

Muriel Cicely Ashby, If 21 2 mo. 1880

Staines. Daughter of Algernon C. and Sophia

Ashby.

Mary Ashman, Yatton. 78 23 7 mo. 1880

Widow of William Ashman.

HENRYAsHWORTH,L'o/fo/i. 85 17 5 mo. 1880

Although at an adyanced age, the life of this

honoured and useful member of religious and

social society vras terminated by an attack of

Eoman feyer, when on his way home from

Italy to attend the Yearly Meeting, yet his loss

was felt as a heayy and unexpected stroke by

his large family circle, and by many who had

long known and yalued him, especially in his

natiye county of Lancashire, where he was

justly held in high public esteem ; where it

was so well known that " the best years of his

life had bean deyoted to jjromote measures of

freedom, social, religious, and commercial."

When the early spring flowers of young life

are cut down by the hand of death, there is

tender and touching sorrow of heart ; but when

one who has stood as an energetic thinker and

c
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worker for tlie benefit of others for nearly a

century of life (retaining, in a remarkable degree,

mental and physical vigour to the end) is laid

low by the hand of death, after a brief and pain-

less illness, a shock is felt by the survivors, and
a void is left like that caused by the fall of an
oak of the forest, over which many summer suns

and winter storms have passed.

Henry Ashworth was the eldest son of John
and Isabel Ashworth , ofTurton, near Bolton, Lanca-

shire, and was born there the 4th of Ninth month,
1794. He was educated at several of the best

Friends' schools then in existence, and early

began his business life under the training of his

father. He was married, in 1823, to Letitia

Binns, at Hardshaw East, on the 3rd of Ninth

month. Her gentle and amiable nature made
her especially a blessing and help to one so

actively engaged in the business and various

claims of life as Henry Ashworth was. Thev
had a large family of sons and daughters, eight of

whom survive their father.

Henry Ashworth was gifted with a more than

ordinary degree of intelligence and penetration;

and his discernment of character, sound judg-

ment, and untiring perseverance and energy,

with the Divine blessiug, led to his success in
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various important matters in wliicli he took an

active part in his day. He was an able man of

husiness, and kindly interested in the education

and Aveliare of his workmen, spending a large sum

annually on his school for them, before education

had the national support now accorded to it.

Through his advocacy a British School was

established in Bolton, which has since been

handed over to the School Board. Many of the

children trained at this school for his workmen,

in after life rose to positions of responsibility and

influence. He was for many years an esteemed

member of the Manchester Chamber of Com-

merce, of which he was the president till he felt

the time had come for him to withdraw, and

make way for younger men. His intimacy with

Eichard Cobden is well known ; to him Henry

Ashworth was a constant and faithful friend. It

was in a conversation between them that the

proposal of establishing the Anti - Corn - Law

League originated ; and the history of that re-

markable national movement has been ably

recorded in Henry Ashworth's book, " Recollec-

tions of Richard Cobden and the Anti-Corn-Law

League," of which two editions have been issued,

and which so interested the Crown Princess of

Germany, to whom a copy was presented on her
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late visit to Italy, that she ordered a number of

copies to be distributed in quarters where she

thought they might prove usefuL

He took a warm interest in establishing a

Mechanics' Institute in Bolton, where he gave

a series of lectures that were listened to with

deep attention ; and only recently had he given

up an active personal share in the duties of its

government. He was a close thinker and intel-

ligent observer of all the subjects to which

his varied duties called him, and ten valuable

pamphlets issued from his pen, on sundry im-

portant moral and commercial subjects, which

were highly valued by Eicliard Cobden and his

friends in Lancashire.

In 1855 when he was able to leave his

son in charge of his business, he took a journey

to the East and visited Egypt and Palestine,

taking with him his small pocket Bible

as "his guide-book and travelling companion."

About two years afterwards he visited the United

States, Canada, and Cuba. He made a careful

inspection of cotton cultivation in the Mississippi

Valley, the condition of the negroes, and the life

of the planters. He visited Chicago, the Mam-

moth Caves, Niagara, and the factories of Lowell

and Providence, making careful iiotes of all he
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saw; and he delivered a course of lectures on his

return home on what he had seen in this visit,

which were published by Pitman. He made

many visits to the continent of Europe for health

and recreation, and also to study the progress of

foreign manufactures.

His character as a generous employer of

labour, and a munificent supporter of charities, was

well known and appreciated in Lancashire, where

he was considered to be " an honourable repre-

sentative of those different social elements which

have been thought to be difficult of combination

in an individual, namely, the gentry, the trading

interest, and Nonconformity; and the union was

none the less successful from being so entirely

unobtrusive."

Near the close of his life, he thus wrote to a

friend :
—" I have not wrought for a 7iame, and

am not aware that anything but a sense of duty

has ever prompted me, or led me away from the

ordinary path of a man of business."

He was ever a quiet attender of the religious

meetings of the Society of Friends, and though

not one ^vho was wont to be communicative of

his experience spiritually, those who best knew

and valued him are well assured that the fear

and love of God his Saviour, were alive in his

c2
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heart, and that he loved and revered true piety

wherever he met with it, especially in the minis-

ters and members of his own Society.

In a visit paid to " The Oaks " by one of these

shortly before H. A. left home for the last time,

a precious opportunity was granted of access to

the throne of grace, which he greatly valued.

Another occasion of a similar kind in London

he wrote of as " a never-to-be-forgotton oppor-

tunity." On one occasion, during his last lesi-'

deuce at "The Oaks," before his last journey

abroad, lie said to a young friend who was going

abroad, " Thou art going a long journey, and I

am going to the Kingdom of Heaven."

It is consoling to those Avho survive him, to

remember that he expressed this blessed hope, and

to believe that after the activities of a long and

useful life he is at rest in the presence of his

Saviour.

Under a calm and firm external manner he

had a very tender and feeling heart. He has shed

tears of true sympathy with hearts that have

known close trials ; and knew how with delicacy

and faithful kindness, to lighten sorrows which

he could not pass by unheeded. It is well re-

membered how kindly he handed, without being

asked to do so, a donation to one he had heard of
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years before, as a faithful, ImmLle laLourer for

Christ, who was in very narrow circumstances.

His faculties and his services for others were
active, till the unexpected close of his life by
Koman fever. Danger w^as not apprehended by
his medical attendant during his brief illness

;

but when the crisis came, he had not power to

rally, and rapidly sank, and peacefully fell asleep !

In his last illness he had the tender attentions of

his youngest daughter, ^vho had often been his

travelling companion
; and who saw his remains

committed to the grave in the beautiful Protestant

cemetery at Florence.

Tiie lesson his life seems to leave, is to stimu-

late survivors to obey the precept " Not slothful

in business, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord !
"'

In the common duties of active life, men wdio are

faithful do serve the Lord as truly as those who
in their different spheres are called to minister

the word of life to immortal souls.

Blessed are they who endea^mlr, each in his

appointed way, faithfully to serve their generation

according to the will of God ! and " Blessed are

the dead who die in the Lord, for they rest

from their labours, and their ^^'orks do follow

them/''
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Thy thinking head is laid to rest,

Thy feeling heart is still

;

Thy generation thou hast served.

According to God's will.

Great is the blank thy absence leaves.

To those who loved thee well

;

To us the loss ; but thy great gain

Eternity must tell.

The wind that blights the spring's young

Sighs o'er their fallen bloom ;

The woodman's axe that fells the oak,

Pierces the forest's gloom.

A void is left, a vacant place,

We feel none else can fill

;

With resignation we would bow

To God's most holy will.

The wholesome lessons of thy life.

Oh ! may He teach us still

!

Faithful in duty, serving Him,

According to His will

!

Then when life's discipline is past,

And all its conflicts o'er,

Oh, may we sing Eedemption's song.

With thee for evermore. ^

Anthony Atkinson, 70 4 3 mo. 1880

Gainford, near Darlington,
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Sarah Bacon, 71 20 9 mo. 1880

Waterend, Loweswater.

JASE Baker, Birmingham. 65 15 3 mo. 1880

Mary Rebecca Baker, 28 10 5 mo. 1880

York. Wife of George Baker.

Emma Barker, C'/ie/ms/orc?. 64 29 11 mo. 1879

Thomas Barnes, 90 7 10 mo. 1879

TFaterford.

Louisa Barrett, 35 24 10 mo. 1879

Camherwell. Daughter of Richard Barrett.

Thomas Barrington, 77 27 7 mo. 1880

Waterford,

Elizabeth Beakbane, 69 21 1 mo. 1880

Liverpool.

MaryBeaumont, i^i762(r?i. 65 21 11 mo. 1879

Frances Bell, 59 29 7 mo. 1880

Ballinderry. A Minister.

Lucy Bell, Belfast, 85 1 9 mo. 1880

William C. Bell, 1^ 26 4 mo. 1880

Ballinderry. Son of Richard and Mary Bell.

Jacob H. Bentley, 65 8 1 mo. 1880

Whitehaven.

Jonathan Bigland. 22 24 2 mo. 1880

Died at sea. Son of Hodgson and Jane Bigland,

of Darlington.

George Binns, 70 19 11 mo. 1879

Bradford. An Elder.
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Henry Binns, 65 4 10 mo. 1879

Craioshawhooth.

Henry Binns, Croydon. 70 17 1 mo. 1880

A Minister.

Henry Binns was tlie son of George and

Margaret Binns, and was born at Sunderland on

the 19tli of First month, 1810. As a schoolboy'

at Ackworth, he gave evidence of much wayward-

ness of disposition, and often occasioned his

masters much uneasiness. They, however, dealt

wisely with him, and when he grew up to be one

of the older boys he was appointed to an office of

some trust, being told that it was not because his

conduct had merited the appointment, but in the

.

hope that, in some appreciation of the confidence

placed in him, he Vv^ould manifest more thought-

fulness in his demeanour. It is believed that

this judicious treatment had the desired effect.

He was the eldest son in a family of fifteen

children, and both his parents dying when he was

still in early life much responsibility and care

devolved upon him. As he grew up to manhood,

he was brought under deep conviction for sin,

and made powerfully to feel his need of a

Saviour who could not only deliver him from the

wTath to come, but also work out in his soul that

change which should be to him a passing from
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death unto life. Thus brought to cry earnestly

for mercy, he was by the grace of God led to the

Saviour, and found in Him a way of deliverance

and hope. But in the early years of his Christian

course there was not a little evidence that he

dwelt too much upon the terrors of the law, and

perhaps vras thus kept back from seeing so clearly

as he did in later life the wonders of the love of

God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Hence during the

earlier years of his service as a minister of the

Gospel, upon which he entered when about fifty-

five years old, his message was not so bright and

winning as it afterwards came to be.

Until the year 1865 he was engaged in

the drapery business at Sunderland. At various

:imes previous to this date he visited Croydon,

ivhere a married sister was residing ; and the

conviction grew upon him that the Lord was

calling him to take up his residence there
;

requently hearing, as he said, a voice saying

listinctly to his spiritual ear, " Leave the land of

;hy nativity and go forth to Croydon." Yielding

;o this intimation of the will of the Lord, though

nuch against his inclination, he removed with

lis family to this place, and amongst new scenes,

md in convenient proximity to our great metro-

polis with its teeming multitudes of poor and
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degraded, as well as ricli and cultivated inliabi-

tants, he found a sphere abounding with openings
for service for the dear Saviour whose unutterable
love now came to be the prevailing theme of his

gospel message. It is believed that the altered

circumstances of his life in leaving the North
of England, and the new influences by which
he was surrounded, largely contributed to the
bringing about of this happy change in the tone
of his spiritual life.

During its remaining fifteen years his life

was very much devoted to the service of the Lord
in His Church. He often felt attracted in gospel
love to pay pastoral visits in various parts of

Great Britain
; and in 1869 he united with his

friend William Eobinson in a visit of this

character to some parts of the United States,

embracing Iowa, Minnesota, and Wisconsin, and
to Canada. His health was not very robust at

this time, and the fatigue of long-continued

travel, as well as the roughness of living encoun-
tered, was sometimes trying to him

; yet as he
went steadily forward with the work, he left

behind him many hearts cheered and comforted

by the loving messages he bore to them.

In the testimony to his Christian character and
worth which the friends of his Monthly Meeting



HENRY BINNS. '^O

have issued, tliey say :—" We would thankfully

record the comfort and strength he has been to us

during these fifteen years; his humble and watch-

ful demeanour commending his religion to thobc

around him, and his loving, self-denying spirit

endearing him to a large circle of friends. His

religious earnestness made him watchful to eni-

brace all opportunities of influencing others for

good. In the social circle, in the Bible class, in

the mission meeting, and in our own meetings for

worship and discipline, his faithfulness to his

Lord and Master mil long be remembered. As a

[minister of the Gospel he was diligently engaged

amongst us ; he was clear and forcible in the

application of scripture truth, and earnest in

pressing home on the hearts of his hearers the

doctrine of salvation by our Lord and Saviour

Jesus Christ. Whilst tenderly conscious of his

OAvn imperfections, he could speak of the sufU-

ciency of the grace of God for all the needs of His

children ; and many have testified to the comfort

and strength derived from his ministry, bearing

evidence from its peculiar adaj^tation to their

state, that it was exercised under the guidance of

the Holy Spirit."

Henry Binns had his share of trial and afflic-

tion. He was left a \^^:dower when his children

D
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were all young
; and, marrying again in later life,

this second union lasted only two years. These
and subsequent sore trials he bore with humble
submission. Cast down by them, but not robbed
of his faith in Him who causes all things to work
together for good to them that love Him, as

the world's sunshine grew dim, the light of the

loving countenance of his Heavenly Father grew
bright around him, and he knew the promise veri-

fied :
—"As one whom his mother comforteth, so

will I comfort thee."

His last ilhiess was short but very painful.

Having attended meeting at Croydon twice on
First day, the 4th of First month, he was hoping

to be present at the Quarterly Meeting in Lon-
don on the following days ; but severe pain and
sickness, accompanied with much prostration of

strength, confined him to his bed, from which

he never rose again. In the midst of his suffering

his mind was stayed on his God, and he found

the promise true,—" Thou wilt keep him in perfect

peace whose mind is stayed on Thee, because he

trusteth in Thee." He loved to tell of the

gracious dealings of the Lord with him, and to

trace His faithfulness in answer to his prayers for

help in his sickness. His thought often turned

with loving interest to the friends of Croydon
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Meeting, and he dictated to them the following

touching message within a few days of his death.

" To my dear friends of Croydon Meeting :

" Fifteen years ago it seemed said unto me,

' Leave the land of thy nativity and go forth to

Croydon ;' and I came in faith, not knomng what

there was to be done. I trust that He who sent

me forth has from time to time, in His great love

with which He has touched my lips, enabled me

to speak of His lovingkindness and mercy, and

to encourage those aroimd me to be coming up in

faith and faithfulness, doing their part as co-

workers with the manifold grace of God. My

sendee here has been done, I know, ofttimes

under a sense of great weakness on my part ; and

yet in the very faithfulness of our God, he has

enabled me to speak, and has been to me strength

in weakness, riches in poverty, and a present help

in time of need ; and in the power of His grace

I have not failed to declare unto you, as ability

was given, the whole counsel and manifold grace

of God. Unto this grace I wish to commend

you all, which is still all-sufficient for all pur-

poses.

" ^ And now, brethren, I will afresh commend

you to God, and to the word of His grace, which

is able to build us up, and to give us an inherit-
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ance among all them that are sanctified.' May
we through mercy obtain this glorious inheritance,

every one of us, and be found at the last ming-
ling together before the throne, singing the high

praises of the Lamb of God who taketh away the

sin of the world. Amen, and Amen !

"

During the early part of his illness he felt,

and sometimes expressed, a strong desire to recover,

always however adding, " Thy will be done." But
on First day, the 11th of First month, a great

change was observed ; he became entirely resigned i

to the will of the Lord, and rejoiced in the pros- !

pect of going "to be with Christ which is far

better." He asked to be propped up in bed that

he might look out into the bright sunshine,

saying, "The golden gates seem very glorious

this morning, and I have been ready to think they

are open for me. I think I begin to see the link

in the chain which is leading me from earth to

heaven."

At this time he dictated a loving message

to his relations, saying as he did so, " I want all

the parents and the children, the sisters and the

brothers, the fathers and the mothers, and the

children's children,—I want them all to come,—
ask them to come,—ask them with importunity

to come to Jesus."
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On another occasion, when one of his children

said, " What shall I do without thee ?
" he looked

up with a bright smile and said, '^ Oh, my dear

child ! there will be Jesus left."

Receiving a message of loving sympathy from

a friend at a distance, he wished the reply to be

sent that "like the beloved disciple he wastrying to

leanon Jesus' bosom, and striving to learn patience."'

With his feet thus firmly planted on the

Rock of Ages, he was permitted to find the eternal

God to be his refuge, and that underneath were

His everlasting arms; until, on the 17th of First

month, his spirit took its flight, to be "for ever

with the Lord."

Sarah Bland, 84 23 4 mo. 1880

Cheltenham. Widow of Wombell Bland.

Mary Brady, York 79 28 1 mo. 1880

John Bradshaw, 76 4 6 mo. 1880

Nottingharn.

SusannaHancockBragg,76 1 2 mo. 1880

Plymcuth. Widow^ of Charles Bragg.

Elizabeth Briggs, : 60 27 12 mo. 1879

Adcworth. Wife of John Briggs.

Sarah Jane Broadhead, 37 27 10 mo. 1879

Leeds. Wife of Joseph Broadhead, Jun.

Alfred Brown, 1 31 8 mo. 1880

Leominster. Son of George Brown.

d2
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Ann Brown, Great Aijton 49 17 5 mo. 1880

Wife of Thomas Brown.

Henry Brown, Luton. 83 7 9 mo. 1880

An Elder.

John Brown, j^an^/i. 86 24 9 mo. 1880

William Browne, 84 8 8 mo. 1880

Torquay, A Minister.

Lucy Hannah Bruce, 36 6 10 mo. 1879

Gauhati, Assarii, India. Wife of James D. Bruce,

tea planter, and eldest daughter of William H.

and Lucy Birchall, of Melbourne, Victoria
;

formerly of Burley, near Leeds, Yorksliire.

Ann Jago Bryant, 75 20 11 mo. 1879

Surhiton. Widow of William Bryant.

Hannah Burgess, 69 3 6 mo. 1880

Leicester.

Catherine Burlingham, 69 23 7 mo. 1880

Ipswich.

Thomas Joshua Burtt, 32 1 2 mo. 1880

Cockerton. Son of Frederick and Louisa Burtt.

Benjamin Head Cadbury,

Birmingham. 82 18 1 mo. 1880

Ann Candler, 78 5 11 mo. 1879

Camherwell. Wife of Edmund Candler.

Lucy Candler, 61 20 5 mo. 1880

Bawhurgh, near Norwich. An Elder.

Lucy Candler w^as the youngest daughter o
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jEdward and Sarah Candler, of Bawbnrgh, near

Norwich, where she was born in 1819, and

where she resided, with but few intervals of

absence, during her whole life. She was a loving

and happy child at home and at school, and

happy also amongst the rural surroundings of her

home, in which she ever found great enjoyment.

But this happiness, although interw^oven with

ihe whole texture of her tastes and disposition,

was, by divine grace, early discovered to her

mind as not being of that heaven-born kind

which the true believer in Jesus can alone enjoy.

Prior to her seventeenth year she had not ex-

perienced any real concern as to her spiritual

;tate. But about this time she was made sensible

if gracious visitations of the Holy Spirit, im-

pressing upon her heart a gradually increasing

jonsciousness of her need of something more

joul-satisfying than she had yet known. She

•emained in this state of spiritual twilight for

ibout two years, when suddenly the Sun of

Righteousness broke in upon her soul, and she

>aw clearly that her sins were forgiven for Jesus'

sake, and that she had become an adopted

jhild of God in Him. From this time, though

jhe had to mourn over shortcomings, she never

'or one moment doubted that she was an heir of
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eternal life through the atoning merits of her

Lord.

The Christian life yielded Christian fruit,

which manifested itself in her willing application

to the humble duties of home, and in the loving

interest she took in the comfort and welfare of

the poor.

Lucy Candler's life was not free from some

heavy outward trials, and from severe domestic

sorrow in the loss of a beloved sister and brother,

and, later in life, in the death of her parents

within a fortnight of each other, to whose com-

fort she had for so many years devoted herself

with a tenderness and sympathy which formed

a marked feature in her character.

Througli these afflictions she was sustained

by an unwavering faith in the loving care of her

Heavenly Father, so that although possessed of

a peculiarly sensitive mind, she never lost the

bright and cheery bearing which won for her

many friends, and by which the young were espe-

cially attracted.

Thus was she able to " adorn " the doctrine

of her God and Saviour.

In connection with a constant habit of plain

speaking and straightforwardness, Lucy Candler's

manner w^as at times somewhat quick and abrupt,
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but underneath this defect there lay such evident

unselfishness and love of truth, that she secured

the deference and esteem of her neighbours of

every class; and, as has been remarked by one of

her dearest friends, this " quick manner was

wonderfully softened down by the deepening of

her Christian character."

Her untrammeled mind and generous sym-

pathy with every aspect of truth, enabled her to

form intimate Christian friendships with persons

not of her own religious denomination ; she thus

acquired a breadth of charity, and a Christian

liberty as to non-essential forms, which at times

led her, in matters of church discipline, to see

things from a rather different point from some of

her friends, whose views were bounded by a nearer

horizon than her own
;
yet as an Elder, and as

Clerk to her Monthly Meeting, she ever marked

her unwavering loyalty to the distinctive princi-

ples of Friends.

During the last nine years of her life Lucy

Candler resided in a picturesque home of her own
from which she writes:—" I want thee very much

to come and see where and how I live, for I so

much enjoy my sweet home and rural life. I

have all that heart can wish, and a great deal

more than I deserve; but our ever-lo^ang and
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merciful Father has, and does, wonderfully care

for my temporal wants, and supplies my spiritual

need, to my astonishment and great admiration."

The simple and hospitable way in which she often

welcomed to her cottage-home the young men of

Norwich Meeting, in whose truest welfare she felt

a deep interest, will be long remembered by some.

Towards her servants also she always exercised

great care. One of them, writing since her death,

says, " She was indeed a great help to me, and

often have I felt the power of her prayers ; and I

feel that she was the means of bringing me close

to my dear Saviour."

In the Tenth month, 1879, she was somewhat

suddenly withdrawn from her active life by great

bodily weakness, and she continued in this state

till her death, seven months later.

Throughout this illness she evinced the great-

est patience and cheerfulness ; trusting solely in

Jesus, she seemed " always rejoicing," remarking

to her brother on one occasion, "I have every-

thing I want ; I have nothing to pray for ; I can

only praise."

To her friends at AYymondham, with whom 1

she had met in public worship for many years,!

she sent the message, " Tell them I am resting in

my Father's arms."
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A few weeks before the final summons came,

ihe spoke of the clear visions that had been

ranted to her of her Saviour's presence, saying

hat she had seen Him standing by the bedside,

md that she therefore knew that He was watching

over her. This was not the effect of disease, nor

)f an excited imagination ; for, although " the

)utward man was perishing, the inward man was

enewed day by day," the mental faculties being

it this time in no w^ay impaired.

The heavenly visions thus granted to the

onging soul were in true unison with the realistic

orm of her Christian faith, the faith described by

Lesley:- 1429598
"Faith lends its realising light,

The clouds disperse, the shadows fly
;

The Invisible appears in sight,

And God is seen by mortal eye."

Although speaking at times as to the possi-

)ility of partial recovery, the termination of her life

ipon earth was near. On the afternoon of the

8th of Fifth month she became suddenly uncon-

scious, and continued so until seven o'clock in

he evening of the 20th, when " the silver cord

Yas loosed," and her spirit returned "unto God

vho gave it."



36 ANNUAL MONITOR.

" That solemn Thursday evening can nevei

leave my memory," writes a dear friend of liers, s

clergyman's wife, who was present at the close

'^how sweetly your dear aunt slept in Jesus

Do we not rejoice for her ?

"

Jasper Capper, 71 10 3 mo. 188C

Birkenhead.

Isaac Carroll, Cork 52 7 9 mo. 188(

Son of James and Susanna Carroll.

Jane Carter, 91 31 3 mo. 188(

Broohfield, Borris in Ossory.

Sarah Cash, Coventry. 86 13 10 mo. 1879

Widow of Joseph Cash.

Sarah Casson, 81 16 10 mo. 1879

TlwrnCy near Doncaster.

William Chandlee, 53 30 6 mo. 1880

Dublin.

Joseph Chapman, 77 23 5 mo. 1880

Brighouse.

Jonathan Clegg, 78 16 2 mo. 1880^

Morley, near Leeds.

Ann Clemesha, 64 22 8 mo. 18.

Ulverston.

Joseph Clibborn, 67 2 4 mo. 188|

Clonmel.

Margaret Clibborn, 62 31 10 mo. 167

Clonmel Wife of Joseph Clihhoin.
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Mary Colcock, 70 9 5 mo. 1880

Canterbury,

William Collins, 85 21 2 mo. 1880

Claydon, near Banbury.

William Cragg, 77 25 12 mo. 1879

JVyresdale, Lancaster.

Wilson Crewdson, 47 20 7 mo. 1880

Celey Hurst, Reading.

Joseph Crosfield, 58 15 12 mo. 1879

Eeigate.

CHA.RLES James Cruickshank,

Glasgoiv. 34 25 4 mo. 1880

Ann Eliza Dale, 77 21 12 mo. 1879

Darlington. A Minister. Widow of David Dale.

Edward Dale, 8 12 11 mo. 1879

Great Ayton. Son of William Dale.

Mary Darbyshire, 75 22 11 mo. 1879

Pendleton. Widow of William Darbyshire.

Hettie Hadwen Davies, 2 4 3 mo. 1880

Cardiff. Daughter of Kice and Hester Davies.

Arthur Joseph Dell. 1| 7 5 mo. 1880

Emmeline Dell, 4 m. 9 5 mo. 1880

Charlbury. Children of Francis and Sarah L.

Dell.

William Neale Dickenson,

Mountmellick 62 12 11 mo. 1879

James Dix, Bristol. 73 22 8 mo. 1880

E
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Alice Swinburn Dixon, 2^ 31 3 mo. 1880

Great Aijton. Daughter of George and Martha

Ann Dixon.

Elizabeth Dodd, 88 27 12 mo. 1879

Warwick. WidoAV of John Dodd.

Hannah Donbayand, 88 13 2 mo. 1880

Bradford,

Thomas Doyle, — 16 10 mo. 1879

Sandhurst, Victoria. Son of the late Thomas

and Isabella Doyle.

Caroline Esther Dunning,

Middleshorough. 27 22 7 mo. 1880

Daughter of John and Priscilla Dunning.

Thomas Edmunds, 48 29 5 mo. 1880

Clavering, near Stanstead.

JOB.1^ EiuioiT, Liskeard. 64 19 11 mo. 1879

A Minister.

" Blessed are those servants whom the Lord

when He cometh shall find watching."—Luke

xii. 37.

We believe that these words were applicable

to our dear friend John Eliott, who has been

called away from a position of much usefulness in

civil and religious society, in which he was

enabled to exercise an influence for good, and

to adorn the doctrine of God his Saviour. His

vacant place is deeply felt in a large circle ; but, in

J
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the remembrance of his bright example, we feel

that '- he being dead yet speaketh."

He was the eldest son of John and Mary

Eliott, of Liskeard, and w^as born there in 1815.

The divine blessing attended the watchful train-

ing of Ids parents, and it might be said of him

that he feared the Lord from his youth.

The consistency and cheerfulness of his

Christian character had an attractive influence,

not only in the domestic and social circle, but

in his daily transactions of a more public charac-

ter. He took an earnest part in the Tempe-

rance movement from its commencement, and

identified himself with other efforts calculated to

promote the moral and religious welfare of the

people, especially those of his native town and

the surrounding neighbourhood, in which he took

a deep interest.

He was much attached to the principles of

Friends, belie^i.ng them to be in accordance with

the teaching of the New Testament. He was

diligent in attending our meetings for worship

and discipline, being careful, in making business

engagements, so to arrange, if possible, as not to

iprevent his being present at the mid-week meet-

ling for w^orship. With his friends in public, in

the family, in the social circle, as well as in
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banner wliicli has been given to us as a Society,

especially as regards the freedom of the Gospel

ministry, and the spirituality of true worship, he

enjoyed uniting, as far as possible, with sincere

Christians of every denomination, extending to

them the right hand of fellowship, and endeavour-

ing, with them, to attract wanderers to the fold

of Christ.

He opened his house freely for religious and

philanthropic purposes, and many gatherings

there are remembered, which were hallowed by a

precious sense of the divine presence, and sweet

Christian communion.

As a man of business, and also in the part

he felt it right to take in politics, he beautifully

maintained the Christian standard. It has been

said that "the testimony most needed at the

present time, both by the Church and the world,

is in the direction of faithful adherence on the

part of business men in their daily practice to the

religion they profess. It was as our dear friend

was enabled in this way to let his light shine

before men that his influence for good was felt,

and he gained the esteem of all classes.

Under a sense of Christian responsibility he

entered into the political interests of the day ; he

believed that Christians had an important duty
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to perform in municipal and national affairs, and

that they should do their part in endeavouring to

promote good government, the great questions

affected by the laws of the country showing

how essential it is that such should publicly up-

hold " the righteousness that exalteth a nation."

Feeling it to be a call of duty, he accepted

the office of Mayor, which he filled for two years,

earnestly desiring to exercise the influence which

such a position gives for good. A few weeks after

his appointment as chief magistrate, under a deep

sense of divine requiring, he went to a public

prayer meeting which was largely attended, where

he was enabled with much earnestness and

brokenness of spirit to pray for the inhabitants

of his native town, and the surrounding neigh-

bourhood. It was a very impressive occasion
;

the spirit of supplication was so evidently given

him, and near access granted to the throne of

grace.

In entertaining the members of the Council

and the magistrates at his house, he pro^dded no

intoxicating beverages, thus carrying out the

practice of everyday life, not to supply or offer to

others a drink which when taken in moderation

is attended with danger, and the use of w^hich

is frauf'ht with so much evil.
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During his mayoralty there was a contested

parliamentary election, in which, from his posi-

tion, he had in some respects to take a prominent

part. In the midst of the party excitement which

prevailed, our dear friend could acknowledge that

he felt "kept as in the hollow of the divine

hand."

Not long before this, he had a serious illness

during a visit to Bath, which proved a memorable

season of spiritual blessing, in which the chamber

of suffering was hallowed by a precious sense of

the divine presence, and the unspeakably com-

forting assurances were given him with much

clearness—" Fear not, for I have redeemed thee,

I have called thee by thy name ; thou art Mine."

" I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward."

" I will never leave thee nor forsake thee."

From this time his sphere of Christian use-

fulness seemed enlarged, and he appeared in-

creasingly diligent in the service of Him whom
he loved, and desired faithfully to follow. It ivas

remarked that he went in and out among his

fellow townspeople as " a living epistle, known

and read of all men."

Christian integrity and truthfulness were

striking features in his character. He was

particularly guarded in his expressions, and dis-

I
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;ouraged in others, as well as avoided himseK, the

sxaggerated statements in which many are prone

indulge in the freedom of conversation.

He loved little children and enjoyed the

company of the young, over whom he exercised

1 powerful influence for good, showing them by

lis bright genial countenance, and happy smile,

IS well as by many a helpful word spoken in

leason, how blessed a thing it is to serve the

Lord.

Passages of Scripture were often presented

,0 his mind wdth much sweetness and power on

irst awaking in the morning, the remembrance

)f which proved helpful to him in the trials and

iuties of the day. He seemed to realise in his

experience the lines :

—

'« Give Him thy first thoughts then : so shalt thou

keep

Him company all day, and in Him sleep."

He deeply felt that the mere profession of

jound doctrine would not avail to the salvation of

the soul ; that obedience must keep pace with

knowledge ; and that sanctification of heart and

life is the indispensable fruit of living faith in

Him, through whose precious blood we have re-

demption.
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It grieved him to see Quakerism professed in

dryness and formality. He believed it to be the

faithful carrying out of the principles taught by
our blessed Saviour, and that without the bap-

tism of the Holy Spirit, and the nourishing of

the soul with that bread which cometh down
from Heaven and giveth life to the vforld, it was

of little value.

To the miseries and sinfulness of^ar he was
keenly alive, and at his last Quarterly Meeting,

which he attended with an effort which few un-

derstood, he spoke with deep concern of the low

state of morality prevailing in the nation, and in

tones of earnestness not likely soon to be forgot-

ten, of the duty devolving on us in bearing a

faithful testimony against all war, and of uphold-

ing the Christian standard in political and com-

mercial affairs.

During the summer of 1879 it became evi-

dent that the health of our dear friend, which

had for some time been failing, was very seriously

affected. While fully realising the uncertainty

of life, he was enabled calmly to fulfil, as strength-

permitted, his usual duties, with the desire that

the little remaining time might be diligently occu-

pied in his Master's service.

About a fortnight before his decease he
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[tteiidecl his o^ai meeting for the larst time, in

rhich he was engaged in earnest prayer for its

ifferent members, desiring that all the discipline

if life might tend to their advancement in the

lumey heavenwards. A few days after this he

as withdrawn from active engagements by in-

•eased illness, and suffering days and nights were

ppointed him ; but the patience and submission

hich he maoifested were very beautiful and in-

tructive. When in much pain, he said, "We
.ust not question the dealings of the Almighty,

r say, ^ What doest Thou ?
' This dispensation

omes from His beautiful hand." On one occasion

.e remarked, " The swelling of Jordan is a prov-

ag time ; '' at another, he said that he felt as if

is work was done, and if it were the Lord's will

e longed for a speedy release. He prayed that

cm the heart his beloved ones as well as him-

elf might be enabled to say, " Thy will be done."

le wished them to remember what a joyful

hange it would be to him, and that they must

hink of him as walking the golden streets ; he

elt that underneath were the everlasting arms.

friend whom he valued called to see him, and

hey talked together of Him who is our refuge

nd strength, a very present hel^) in trouble. It

iras a privilege to be present. In intervals of
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ease he was often engaged in prayer and praise

He said that songs of praise seemed given him, anc

he asked that He who had been the God of hii

childhood, of his youth, and of his middle age

would enable him now, in the evening of life, t(

honour Him to the end. He spoke of the care

ful parental training he had enjoyed, and of hit'

great responsibility for such a privilege. He als(

gratefully referred to help he had received in th<

right direction from his beloved and honourec

uncle John Allen. When it became known thai

he was suffering from increased indisposition, g

large number of persons, prompted by affectionate!

interest, came to enquire for him. He received

one after another in his own pleasant way, and

seemed much to enjoy the opportunity oi

manifesting the Christian love he felt foi'

them and their families. The proofs he gave'

of his tender consideration for those whomi

he was about to leave were touching and beau*

tiful.

On First day, the 16th of Eleventh month, a

severe fit of coughing came on, followed by an

alarming attack of difficult breathing attended'

with pain, which lasted for some hours, and was

very distressing to witness. From this he only

rallied in a small degree, and at times afterward?

:
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le was not quite conscious ; but occasionally the

omfort was still given of hearing words of love,

istruction, and consolation from his lips. Once

L a time of much suffering he said, " Though He

lay me, yet will I trust in Him." At another

ime,—" Beloved, think it not strange concerning

he fiery trial w^hich is to try you ;" and some

ours afterwards,— " Neither shall the flame

indie upon thee." He said, " I have a good

lope, but I want to experience more of the light

f the Lord's countenance." Later in the day he

coked up with an expression radiant with holy

)y, and repeated the promise—" I will never

eave thee, nor forsake thee ;" adding " I will

;ling to that."

While suffering from weakness and weari-

less, he spoke of being favoured to enjoy a

weet time, and afterwards said, " I think I feel

-Iready a little inside the gates."

Then he spoke of the love he felt towards

everyone, especially mentioning the members of

lis own Quarterly Meeting, desiring that the

tssurance might be given them of his love, and

hat he was resting upon the Kock.

In great suffering he prayed, " Come, Lord

Fesus, come quickly ; even now, if it be Thy holy

^1, wilt Thou receive me into Thy heavenly

F
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kingdom of rest, and peace, and joy." Bein I

reminded of the words, " Thou art with me,
\

he sweetly responded, "Yes, Thou art wit
j

me."
;

On Fourth day, which was his last day o:
|

earth, receiving the assurance that heaven wa I

thought to be very near, he said " That is beauti

'

ful
;

" and as night drew near, through the mere
of Him who loved him to the end, he was pei

|

mitted peacefully to enter the desired haven, 1

1

be for ever with the Lord.
'

The funeral was large and representative';

and the presence of the member of Parliament fo '

the borough, the Mayor and Corporation, th

archdeacon, and some of the clergy, and th.

various nonconformist ministers and leading indi
j

viduals of the to^oi, besides large numbers of thf

sorrowing poor, was a striking tribute to th.

universal esteem and love with which he wa;

;

regarded. The remains were borne to the gravt
\

by eight of the oldest members of the Liskearc
j

Temperance Committee, with whom he, as presi]

dent of the society, had worked for so many years
'

It was a solemn and memorable occasion, ancj

earnest prayer arose from mourning hearts, thai I

others might be raised up to fill the vacant;

place of him who had served his generation!
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jaccording to tlie will of God, and liad fallen

asleep.

^ The member for Liskeard, who addressed his

constituents that evening, in alluding to the loss

they had sustained, said, ^'He too had lost a friend,

unflinching in his opinions, steady as a rock in

his belief, hut at the same time full of kindness

for those who differed from him. One thought

crossed his mind with something like anxiety
;

did the new generation promise to be rich in men
like him, staunch, sincere, amiable, excellent 1

He hoped so ; he believed that his influence

would not cease with his life, and that his works

would live in the minds of those who knew him,

and would pass on to others. Then they might

say that in the far future, he had about him a

iiiightier convoy, a more illustrious assemblage,

even than that great and remarkable crowd of

straugers, kinsmen and townsfolk, of all classes

and all creeds, of gentle and of simple, that assem-

bled about the open grave of JohnEliott."

Anne Elizabeth Elliott, 28 7 10 mo. 1879

Bessbroik. Wife of Joseph Elliott.

Edward Shipley Ellis, 62 3 12 mo. 1879

The Nevjark, Leicester.

j
Eliza Ellis, 54 26 11 mo. 1879

I
Belgrave, Leicester.
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William Elstrip, 77 14 11 mo. 1879

Bradford.

Charlotte Evans, 87 11 5 mo. 1880

Bradford. Widow of Samuel Evans.

Samuel Birchall Eveleigh,

Prestwich, Manchester. 63 24 8 mo. 1880

Caroline Fardon, 83 21 1 mo. 1880

Cheltenham. Widow of Joseph Fardon.

Isaac Farrer, Kendal. 55 29 1 mo. 1880

John Farrer, Jun., 30 20 9 mo. 1880

Kendal.

Elizabeth Fayle, 91 4 7 mo. 1880

Eathmines, Dublin. Widow of Joshua Fayle.

Elizabeth Fayle survived her husband nearly

twenty-five years, after a happy married life

extending over a period of more than forty

years. The words which we find in the fifth

chapter of Job seem very applicable to her :

—

"Thou shalt come to thy grave in a full age,

like as a shock of corn cometh in in his season.''

Patience had her perfect work, then the Lord

took her to be for ever with Himself. Surely she

had need of patience to bear without a repining

word the gathering infirmities of so many years.

When alluding to some recent accession of weak-

ness she said, " But it is all right." Truly she

could say with the Apostle Paul, " Though our
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I outward man perish yet the inward man is re-

newed day by day.

She was remarkably strong and active up to

fourscore years. From that time each year

i!

brought additional weakness of body, yet her

I
mind remained clear and^ vigorous. She was, as

j
one expressed it while looking at her as she lay

^ in her last long sleep, " a wise woman." She

i was wise in that she chose the Lord for her por-

I
tion in very early Kfe, when only fifteen years of

i^age. Although those most intimate with her

^jknew her to be a disciple of the Lord Jesus, yet

h she was so exceedingly reserved with regard to

her religious experience, that it was only during

the last few months of her life that she definitely

spoke of the time of her conversion, saying em-

phatically, when speaking of the Lord Jesus, " I

have known Him for seventy-seven years."

Her constant testimony in looking back

on her long life, chequered by many trials was,

" Surely goodness and mercy have followed me all

the days of my life." Her favourite hymn was,

—

" Just as I am, without one plea,

But that Thy blood was shed for me,

And that Thou bid'st me come to Thee,

O Lamb of God, I come."

She adopted every line of this hymn as her

F 2
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own, for she felt it just suited lier, being the ex-
|

pression of her sonl's need. She learned it hy i

heart on first meeting with it, re^Deating it again

and again, soinetimes softly to herself, sometimes

aloud ; and always kept a copy in her pocket to

refresh her memory should she forget a word.

She was especially pleased with the well-known

story of a poor boy, deemed simple, who on pro-

posing to join a particular sect, was questioned

by the minister, in order to see if he understood

their distinguishing religious views ; and as he

was found entirely ignorant on these points, the

minister said, " Oh, Joe, you know nothing."

" Oh, I do sir, I know a great deal ; I know that

I am a poor sinner and nothing at all, but Jesus

Christ is my all in all." If she lieard any ex-

pression bordering on self-conceit, she was apt to

say, " That is not like poor Joe ; he was a poor

sinner and nothing at all, but Jesus Christ was

his all in all."

For about two years previous to her death,

her sight gradually failed for both reading

and working, which to her was a sad depri-

vation ; but she much enjoyed being read to,

until the last few weeks of her life, when she

was unable, from extreme weakness, to listen for

more than a short time. On being asked what
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portion of Scripture slie would like to hear, her

I'eply was, " Just something our Saviour said."

fThe 14th chapter of St. John was selected, and

tilmost the last words of Scripture she heard re-

peated were the first verses of this chapter

—

'^ Let

hot your heart be troubled : ye believe in God,

believe also in Me. In My Father's house are

piany mansions : if it were not so, I would have

told you. I go to prepare a place for you."

'; It often appeared to one of her daughters,

who was her close companion, that in her ex-

perience were verified the words of the Psalmist,

'• ]My flesh and my heart failetli ; but God is the

strength of my heart, and my portion for ever."

And after her death these words were found

written in her pocket-book.

On Seventh day morning, the 3rd of Seventh

month, unconsciousness gradually came on, ac-

companied by great difficulty of breathing, which

continued till First day night, when she passed

away. On the 8th of Seventh month her remains

were laid in Temple Hill Cemetery, to await that

day when '^ the trumpet shall sound, and the

dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall

Ije changed."

Jenepher Fisher, 33 14 11 mo. 1879

JVetherhy. Wife of John G. Fisher.
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Eeuben J. Fisher, Belfast. 72 22 3 mo. 1880

David Fletcher, 67 17 12 mo. 1879

Castleton.

Hugh Eouckleiffe Follet,

FTeston-super-Mare. 17 3 5 mo. 1879

Son of Thomas and Elizabeth Follet.

(This name appeared in last years volume.)

This dear youth was called at the early age

-of seventeen to quit this world. His illness/ of

ten months^ continuance, was attended with great

suffering, borne with Christian patience and

cheerful submission. He felt persuaded, from the

commencement of his illness, that he should not

recover ; but the sweet peace and quiet joy

which were manifested in his countenance and

demeanour, told of faith in a crucified and risen

Lord, and might have led those about him to

suppose that no suffering was his portion. The

constant presence and companionship of his

Saviour quite seemed to absorb his thoughts by

day and night, and even in his dreams. Fully. ^

conscious that he was marked for another world,

he was enabled to look death in the face without

fear, his trust being firmly placed in Him who had

conquered death and the grave. From a young

child he had chosen the better part, and now the
i

sheaf was ripe, and the great Husbandman
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fathered it into His garner. His departure from

this world was very sudden, and he entered into

•est without a death-pang.

Should this little notice meet the eye of any

9f his young acquaintances, may it lead them to

jast in their lot with the righteous, and earnestly

jtrive after their everlasting welfare.

Sarah FoRSTER, 81 14 9 mo. 1880

Tottenham. A Minister.

" The memory of the just is blessed."

It was with mingled feelings of thank-

alness for this beloved Friend's entrance into

jtemal rest, and tender and touching memories

)f what she was as a Christian and as a sympa-

;hising friend and wise counsellor, that her friends

issembled at Winchmore Hill to follow her body

;o the grave in the sure and certain hope of a

DJessed resurrection, and with the renewed con-

dction that " Blessed are the dead which die in

;he Lord
;
yea, saith the Spirit, that they may

rest from their labours, and their works do follow

;hem."

Sarah Forster was the last of a noble band of

brothers and sisters whose name is a household

word among Friends on both sides of the

itlantic. She shared largely in the benevolence

heart, the tender sympathy for human
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suffering, and the life of Christian usefulness,

which were the valuable characteristics of this

honoured family ; and she united with them in

their various Christian labours, in the work of the

Bible Society, in the promotion of education, in

the reformation of prisoners, and in the abolition

of slavery. She was of a diffident and retiring

disposition, and was eminently clothed with the

beautiful garments of humility and Christian love.

Whilst tenderly attached to her own home circle,

her sympathies were by no means confined to

them. Many were the sorrowing hearts with

which she sympathised, the lonely ones whom she

visited and welcomed to her home, and whom

she helped and cheered by her wise counsel and

loving kindness.

She possessed a clear and sound judgment
;

and though her diffidence made it difficult to hei

to stand forth in public as a witness for her Lord,

yet, as a minister of the Gospel, her gift was a

valuable one. Her addresses were seldom long,

but were accompanied with much of the unction

of the Holy Spirit. She bore a faithful testimony

to the truth as it is in Jesus, and to the funda-

mental doctrines and holy precepts of the glorious

Gospel of the blessed God ; the lost and ruinet

condition of man in the fall ; the full and blessec
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•edemption offered to him through the propitiation

md atoning death on the cross of onr Lord Jesus

yhrist ; the blessedness of His ever-li\T.ng inter-

cession at the right hand of God for us ;
and

irm was her belief in, and testimony to, the

lecessity of a full submission to the regenerating

)ower and purifying baptism of the Holy Spirit,

md to His immediate and perceptible guidance

)f His people in their daily lives and appointed

)aths of ser^dce for the Lord.

Her memory is very fragrant and precious to

;liose who knew her intimately, and who loved

md honoured her. To these she being dead yet

ipeaketh. Her last days were full of Christian

)eace, and hope and love. In the feebleness

;hat attended the sinking of natural life, her

;lioughts were all in Heaven, and she seemed

Omost to be gathered there in spirit before life's

diver cord was finally loosed, and the golden

30wl was broken.

Her nephew, W. E. Forster, and his wife

tenderly ministered to her in her declining years

3y loving attentions and intercourse, her niece

3eing with her in her last hours.

The gathering at her home at the Green,

Tottenham, on the evening of her funeral, was a

ime of much tender feeling, and Christian inter-
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course. It was probably a last visit to that de

well-known home ; and hearts were drawn out

in loving sympathy with her surviving relatives

who were so near and dear to her.

In closing this heartfelt testimony to her

memory, and to what she was by the grace of

God, the Scripture language is brought to re-

membrance, as conveying the lesson which her

life, and the lives of the Forster family leave to

survivors,—'^ Whose faith follow, considering the

end of their conversation, Jesus Christ, the same

yesterday, to-day, and for ever."

The last of a household band is gone,

Who loved and feared the Lord

;

Who walked in Wisdom's pleasant way,

According to His word.

Fragrant their memory 1 Sweet the thought

!

This now united band

Are gathered all to heavenly rest,

And BOW together stand,

Among the ransomed and redeemed,

Before the throne of God,

Singing redemption's blessed song.

Washed in their Saviour's blood.

To us, still pilgrims here below,

Their voices seem to say :
—

Hold fast the faith of Christ our Lord,

And walk in Wisdom's way.

A. S. A.
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'enry Fowler, 56 24 1 mo. 1880

Woodford, Essex.

ACHEL COOKWORTHY FoX,

Exeter. 87 23 12 mo. 1879

Widow of Robert W. Fox.

EBECCA Fox, 79 30 6 mo. 1880

Great Ayton. An Elder. Widow of David Fox.

" The trying of your faith worketh patience ;

it let patience have her perfect work, that ye

ay be perfect and entire, wanting nothing."

The subject of this brief sketch would have

jen the first to disclaim the assertion that this

junction of the Apostle was, even in a small

jgree, fulfilled in her. Yet those w^ho knew her

5st through a long life, compassed, as all our

t^es are, by human frailty, and saw the mellowed

peness of her declining years, and the cheerful

signation with which she bore the pain and

eariness of a long illness, can testify that, through

e help of her Heavenly Father, this was, in a

eat measure, her happy experience.

Rebecca Payne was the daughter of James

id Susanna Payne, of Southwark, and was bom
the year 1801. With the exception of four

lars spent at Ackworth School, her early life was

Lssed in London, unmarked by much of incident,

itil her twenty-fiist year, w^hen she was brought

a
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into great sorrow by the sudden death, of her

mother, to whom she was tenderly attached. Many

had been her little acts of self-denial to add to

the comfort of this beloved parent, and she has

been heard to say that she never remembered

having wilfully grieved her. No wonder then

that her removal made a deep impressson on her

mind, and led her to enter into renewed covenant

with the Lord to serve Him with increased

dedication.

Soon after this she removed to Dewsbury, as

assistant to a Friend in his business, and in 1 829

was united in marriage with David Fox of that

town,who was then left withthe care of fivemother-

less children. In contemplating this step she felt

that union with one of integrity and uprightness

was more to be desired than worldly position; and

being often sensible of her need of wisdom, she

earnestly craved ability to fulfil the important

duties now devolving upon her. Her energy and

executiveness found ample scope; and, though

surrounded by many cares, both husband and

wife strove to be dilligent in their social obliga-

tions, and above all things to be faithful to their

God. It is instructive to remember their regular

attendance of meetings, both on First days and

during the week, and how nothing was allowed

to hinder this willing service for their Lord ; and
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how binding and full of import to them were the

V70rds, " Seek ye first the kingdom of God and

His righteousness, and all these things shall be

added unto you."

Rebecca Fox became an active and valued

[iiember of her Monthly Meeting, and filled the

offices of Overseer and Elder to the comfort and

satisfaction of her friends. Possessed of sound

judgment, her counsel Avas truly helpful, though

hei natural diffidence led her to entertain a humble

Dpinion of her own ability.

In 1871 D. and R. Fox removed to Ayton,

that they might be near some of their married

children : but only six weeks after they had made

this change David Fox was somewhat suddenly

removed by death.

Rebecca Fox bore her last long and suffering

illness with cheerful resignation, sometimes re-

marking that perhaps He who knew her best saw

the need for further discipline ; and that she

desired to be patient till His work was thoroughly

accomplished. Ever forgetful of self, her busy

fingers were employed, as strength permitted, in

little ways of thoughtfulness for those she loved^

and the remembrance of the quiet cheerfulness of

her sick chamber will long be cherished by those

who were privileged to attend her.

For several weeks she was unable to lie down
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on account of the difficulty of breathing, and after

a severe attack of faintness it became evident to

those around her that her strength was giving

way, bringing with it to her a feeling of solemnity?

not unmixed with joy. She said one morning

that the end was drawing near, and that the little

verse kept recurring to her mind,

—

" One sweetly solemn thought

Comes to me o'er and o*er

;

I am nearer home to-day,

Than I ever have been before."

On one of her children saying that soon the

welcome words, "Come, ye blessed," would be

heard, she replied, " Oh joyful sound! Oh joyful

sound ! I wait in deep humiKty." She then

mentioned several of her friends by name, also

some of her grandchildren, and said, " Oh, if only

all would be willing to give their luliole hearts to

the Lord, He would pour out such a blessing

there would scarcely be room to receive it.

One or two days more of patient waiting were

permitted her, and a few hours before the close

she distinctly whispered,

" Kept in the hand of the Lord.''

Thus relying solely on the mercy of God in

Christ Jesus, her purified spirit was released to

be for evermore with Him.
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Thomas Galleway, 84 7 3 mo. 1880

Leeds.

William Gaedinee, 27 23 2 mo. 1880

Limerich.

Maey Anne Gaeeatt, 60 20 5 mo. 1880

Blachrock, DuUm. Daughter of Wm. Garratt.

(EOBEET GRUBB GaTCHELL,

Rathmines, Dublin. 76 7 2 mo. 1880

j
Oswald Heney Gilkes,

I

Middlesborough. 23 23 11 mo. 1879

! Son of Edgar and Emma Gilkes.

ISaeah Glaisyer, 67 12 6 mo. 1880

Brighton.

Phebe Goose, 92 17 U mo. 1879

Braintree, Essex.

DEB0EAHG0TJGH,DMWm. 71 3 imo. 1880

Widow of Josiah R. Gougli.

Helen S. Geaham, ^ H & m"- l^^O

Foxrock, Dublin. Daughter of John Graham.

William Gray, 68 31 Imo. 1880

PolloksUelds, Glasgow. An Elder.

It might be most befitting the humility of

character of this dear friend should his name

only be recorded here ; but we see a sweet lesson

from his life which we should wish to point out.

His was a daily walk with God ; and his self-

denying life was the life by faith in the Son of

G 2
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God. He was a cheerful, intelligent companion;

a faithful friend, a liberal giver, and a kind and

judicious helper of the poor and needy.

His attachment to the principles of Friends

was strong, and he was a valuable member of his

own meeting and of the Society at large. He
took much interest in its business affairs, havinor

been Clerk to the various meetings in succession,

and at the time of his death he was Clerk to the

General Meeting, also to that on Ministry and

Oversight ; and it was a touching token of the

uncertainty of time to find his minutes ready to

be entered in the book when his hand could no

more guide the pen.

He had occasionally spoken in meetings for

worship ; but it was not in words that his testi-

mony was given, for the prevailing characteristic

of his life was love, an emanation from the

divine love. His was the charity that "suffereth

long and is kind . .
." that '' thinketh no evil

;"

that " rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in

the truth;" that '^ beareth all things, believeth

all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things ;

"

that " NEVER FAiLETH." He was always ready to

make excuses for the faults and failings of others,

and tried to soften away any harsh judgment or

opinion ; his own humility giving him the oppor-

tunity of gentle suggestion and persuasion, which
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ften prevail when stronger methods of argument

dl.

His illness was short and painful, but though

1 the end there was no time for preparation, it

^as not then needed ; his life had been the

reparation, and that which is perfect had come
;

lat which is in part was done away, and then

le joyful seeing face to face and "knowing even

5 he is known."

AMUEL Green, 66 21 6 mo. 1880

Hillsborough.

lNNA Grubb, Clonmel. 67 26 4 mo. 1880

Daughter of the late Thomas and Hannah

Grubb.

lRTHur Grubb, 36 5 5 mo. 1880

Westminster. Son of Thomas Grubb.

)ARCROFT HaUGHTON GrUBB,

Cahir. 69 25

OHN Edward Grubb, 1^ 9

Iannah Grubb, Sudbury. 3 w. 5

Cliildren of Thomas B. and Sarah Grubb.

;!aroline Gurney, 55 17 5 mo. 1880

Bristol.

Ienry Hadwen, 62 19 2 mo. 1880

Lancaster. An Elder.

yLARA Edith Hanna 12 9 7 mo. 1880

Belfast, Daughter of Thomas A. and Margaret

J. Hanna.

12 mo. 1879

2 mo. . 1880

11 mo. 1879
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Ann Hardy, Highflatts. 65 14 2 mo.

Constance Harrisson, 27 2 12 mo.

Mary Elizabeth Harrisson,

Braintree. 20 13 8 mo.

Daughters of J. 0. Harrisson.

Mary Hartley, Kendal 74 10 2 mo.

Elizabeth Harvey, 71 26 2 mo.

Dublin. Wife of Joshua E. Harvey.

Francis Harvey, Cahir. 70 29 9 mo.

Hannah Fisher Harvey,

Cahir, 63 11 10 mo.

Widow of Francis Harvey.

Henry Harvey, 65 5 12 mo.

Barnsley.

William Harvey, Cork 91 13 3 mo.

Joseph Haughton, 73 17 8 mo.

Ferns, Ballintore.

James Player Heath, 58 22 1 mo.

Birmingham.

Martha Hill, 78 9 1 mo.

Great Yarmouth.

Anne Hills, 38 24 1 mo.

Stamford Hill. Wife of Harris Hills.

John Hobson, Besshrook 32 4 2 mo.

David Samuel Hobson, 2 19 4 mo.

Mary Edith Hobson, 6 5 5 mo.

Besshrook Children of John Hobson.
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Margaret Hobson, 64 28 3 mo. 1880

I Armagh.

Hannah Maria Hodson, 67 9 2 mo. 1880

I Leeds.

kRAH HoLFORD, 79 10 12 mo. 1879

Renleij-on- Thames.

osEPH Hopkins, 79 30 9 mo. 1880

Brigg, Lincolnshire. A Minister.

Salter Bowman Howitt,

Heanor. 13m. 5 2 mo. 1880

Son of Ebenezer and Alice Howitt.

Umuel Hull, Uxhridge. 81 16 2 mo. 1880

^ARY Ann Hunt, Bristol, llj 1 3 mo. 1880

Daughter of Theodore and Louisa Hunt.

This dear child was born on the 26th of

Twelfth month, 1868. With the exception of

ihildish ailments, her health had been very good

ip to the time of her last illness, and her life was

m unusually bright and happy one. She de-

lighted in open-air amusements ; liked working

in her little garden, and was always intensely

fond of flowers, never coming home from a

country ramble without flowers, ferns, or a few

choice ivy-leaves. Her love for dumb animals

was frequently noticed, and any cruelty shown to

them was a real trouble to her At one time she

was not very diligent in her lessons, but latterly
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slie made good progress, taking special interesi

in history. She early showed a taste for draw-

ing and often said, " I mean to be an artist when i

I grow lip, and paint beautiful pictures and

flowers." An excellent memory was a source of

;

pleasure to her, enabling her to learn readily

many passages of Scripture and hymns. During

the last summer she greatly enjoyed a visit to

Ilfracombe, where she learnt a new hymn from

Mr. Spiers, of the " Children's Special Service

Mission," who was holding a series of meetings

there. It was particularly applicable to her and

the surrounding circumstances, commencing,

" The world is very beautiful and full of joy to

me." Her sweet voice was often heard, trilling

out the simple melody, but her friends little

realised how soon she was to experience the truth

of the concluding lines :

—

" Then trials cannot vex me,

And pain I need not fear,

For when I'm close by Jesus,

Grief cannot come too near

;

Not: even death can harm me,

When death I meet one day,

For I will follow Jesus

All the way,"

Her happy disposition made her always

willing to give way to her companions in their
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btle games, and she was a great favourite witli

er relations. How far the work of grace had

rogressed in her soul we cannot say ; hut we

link there is abundant evidence that she had

irly given her heart to her Saviour, and en-

eavoured to work for Him, of which the foUow-

ig incidents are illustrations.

When not much more than four years old

tie spent a few days at the house of an uncle in

iie country. A member of the household, who

ras engaged in the distribution of tracts in the

eighbourhood, took the child with her when

laking a round of visits. Whilst calling on an

Id woman, the dear child, who fully under-

tood the object of the visit, put this question to

er, ^' Do you love Jesus 1
" but did not obtain a

atisfactory answer. An impression was how-

ver made, and the little questioner was not

orgotten, but eagerly inquired for on subsequent

•ccasions. The old woman, who has now gone to

ler eternal rest, confessed that this simple ques-

ion had by the di^ane blessing, been a means of

lelp to her soul ; and her gratitude was evinced

»y small presents occasionally sent as tokens of

emembrance. From the same person we hear

hat one evening, when putting her to bed, she

"elt a hot tear fall on her hand, and asked what
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she was crying for. She replied, " I forgot ti

ask God to take care of papa and mamma whei

I knelt down. Will God forgive me \

"

When she was about six years old, hei'

parents received a visit of a few days froir

Eobert Douglas, of Indiana, United States. One

day he was telling them of his own little girl,

who, when eight years old, in one of their meet-

ings said, ^^ I love Jesus, and I want you all to

love Jesus." This little anecdote made a con-

siderable impression on her, and she said, "That's

what I shall do when I am eight years old."

Her devotion to her younger brothers and

sisters was very strong. Her parents always felt

safe in leaving them in her charge, and she was

very patient and laborious in teaching her next

brother and sister to learn short texts. With her

older sister she spent a good deal of leisure time in

printing and colouring appropriate texts on slips of

paper. These they would take with them when

out for their daily walk, and give them to other
j

children they met with, or place them about in

the hedges, hoping that theymight prove a blessing

to those who found them. The same was done

with small books or tracts, which she was always

pleased to purchase \^dth her own pocket-money.

A reference will be found further on to this mode
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)f showing love to her Saviour, in the words ad-

Iressed to her sister, " Don't forget the texts and

.Tacts." It is a source of consolation to remember

hat her love to Jesus was thus manifested, while

at the same time there were failings to be seen.

Of these she was also fully conscious, and she

thought grace to overcome them. On one occasion

not long before her last ilhiess, she exclaimed^

'• Oh, I do try to be good, but it is no use; the

^ re I try the worse I am : sometimes everything

-eems to go WTong." She was reminded that it

was useless to try in her own strength alone ; to

AViiich she replied, " But indeed I did ask God to

help me." She was always very sorry for wrong-

doing, and ever ready to ask forgiveness of those

around, not being able to sleep until her peace

was made.

These evidences of the state of her heart and

of her love to Christ, explain the calm beautiful

faith wdth which she resigned herself to her

Saviour when laid on a bed of suffering. She

seemed to have no wish inconsistent with His

will ; and young as she was, with life opening out

l-eiore her, she never exj^ressed any desire to

jver, unless God had some work for her to do.

. e had done with earth at once, never doubting

that there was a happy home ready for her ; but

H
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she was evidently anxious that those she loved

should follow her there.

The dear child attended Bristol Meetingon First

day morning, Second month 8th, 1880, apparently

in perfect health. In the evening she was engaged,

as was so frequently her practice while her parents

were away, in showing and explaining picture-

books to the little ones, but every now and then

spoke to the servant of not feeling well, and went

to bed earlier than usual. She continued poorly

through the night, and next morning, the pain

becoming worse, the medical man who attended

the family was sent for, and remedies were

applied. As her disease did not yield to the

treatment which had been used, a physician was

called in on Sixth day, who considered recovery

very uncertain, though not absolutely hopeless.

This day she seemed to realise how ill she

was ; but she was perfectly calm, telling her

nurse she w^as " thinking w^hat she had to tell

mamma if she should die." The same day she

said, " Don't cry, mamma ; I'm not afraid to die."

After this, she never alluded to death except as

"going home," "going there," " being with Jesus,"

&c. The pain was so continuous and severe that

there was little opportunity for conversation or

even thinking. One day her father asked if she
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>uiid comfort in tliinking of the Psalms and otlier

assages of Scripture tliat slie had committed to

lemory. " No, papa," she replied, ^^ I can't

link, for these pains ;" but on being asked if

esus was helping her to bear them, she said,

Oh yes," without any hesitation. Sometimes

le would say, " I can't bear it, dear mamma

;

pray for me." For quite a week she had

sleep beyond a few minutes at a time,

id the exhaustion was very great, so that

aly a few words could be spoken at once.

In the 17th, the doctor found her in a sinking

mdition, and prescribed brandy and sal volatile.

lith. great earnestness she exclaimed, '' I must

ot take brandy
;
you know I'm pledged not."

>eing assured that it was quite right and neces-

iry, she took it ; but seemed uneasy until both

er parents had satisfied her that she had not

roken her pledge. The physician saw her again

aat day, after which she asked what the doctors

lought of her. Being told that they considered

er very ill, she replied, "Yes, but I'm very

appy." She was asked if she did not want to

Bt well, and answered, after a pause, " Yes, if

rod has any work for me to do for Him." Again,

a seeing her mother crying, she said, " Why do
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darling, you have been snch a good little girl, it

*is hard to give yon np ; " when she replied

solemnly, " No, mamma ; I'm not good at all."

Another day she said, " Mamma, I want to tell

yon I've been naughty, and done things you

never knew." She then mentioned some things,

small in themselves, but evidencing a very tender

conscience. Being asked if she told Jesus, she

said, " Oh, yes, long ago." Once, when in severe

pain, she said, '' Won't somebody pray for me ?

I can't ;
" and at another time, after great sufFer-

ing^_" I hav'n't had my chapter read." She was

very solicitous for those around her, saying, "You

will get quite worn out," and, " I am sure you

must be tired," &c. She bore all with great

patience, sometimes saying, "Oh dear, it is hard

to bear this pain." When the fever was very

high, it greatly soothed her to have her hands

and arms well sponged constantly ;
and one day

she said, " Oh, mamma, will there be nice large

beautiful baths in heaven ?
" She was reminded

of the " pure river of water of hfe, clear as crystal,

proceeding out of the throne of God and of the

Lamb" (Rev. xxii. 1). The last two chapters

of Revelation were read very frequently; she

evidently loved to think of the " holy city," the

"New Jerusalem." At one time, speaking of
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heaven and the loved ones already there, she

said, " I shall know Auntie A., but I can't re-

member Auntie M. A.
;
perhaps Jesus will take

me to her." So simple, so childlike, so unques-

tioning was her trust.

During the last few days reading aloud appeared

to soothe her, whilst she lay Tvdth closed eyes.

Whenever a pause was made, the attendant think-

ing she was asleep, she would open her eyes and

say, " Please go on ; " and that she was perfectly

conscious of all was evident hy her saying to any

fresh reader (when such was the case), " That has

been read before," and mentioning where the read-

ing had been left ofiP. Several of A. L. 0. E.'s

books were read through in this way.

On the 24th the terrible pain ceased, and

some faint hopes were entertained of her recovery.

About this time she said, " I almost think I shall

get better." The exhaustion and weakness, how-

ever, increased daily, though at times she seemed

bo rally a little. On the 28th, she took leave of

two of her sisters and one brother separately,

telling them each to meet her in heaven. To her

eldest sister she said on parting, ^' Don't forget

Lhe texts and tracts ; " while the last w^ords to

aer brother were, " Never break your pledge,

Freddie." She mentioned some of her little trea-

H 2
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siires, asking her mother to put clown on paper

whom she wished them given to ; adding, '^ You

must choose something for each of my nurses."

On the morning of First day, the 29th, she

was very weak and sinking ; but at four o'clock in

the afternoon she suddenly exclaimed, " I'm going,

mamma ; I'm going." " Where, my darling ?
''

" To Jesus ; Oh ! Im so happy, so happy, sc

lia2Jpy" Being asked why, she replied, '' Because

I am going to heaven ; Jesus has come for me

;

Fm so happy J^ The suffering and extreme weak-

ness had previously prevented anything lik(

a smile, but now her face was radiant with joy

She went on to say she could hear " the singing ;'

" We're almost there ; " " Now we're thereJ

Then, shaking her head, she added "No, no

quite, but we are very near." Her father return

ing from his Bible class soon after the commence

ment of this ecstasy, hastened upstairs, as it wa

thought she Avould very soon be gone ;
and oi

his entering the room she exclaimed, " Come quid

papa, I'm going." She held the hand of each of he

parents, entreating them, her aunt and the sei

vants, not to go away, or they would not " se

her go ;" continually breaking into such exclf

mations as, "Oh, I'm so happy;" "Tell everj

body to love Jesus ;" " Tell the children to \o\
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Jesus ;'' " Oh, I am so happy ; we are all going."

Her mother, thinking she might be wandering,

said " MJ darling, it is you who are going, not

we

;

" to which she replied, " Yes, we are all

going

—

you in a little while ;" in which she

meant to include a reference to the two servants,

whose Christian character she well knew. Her

youngest sister being brought into the room, she

said, with a brigbt sunny smile, " Good-bye,

Tme,"^ sister May is going to Jesus ; " and to a

baby brother, whom she dearly loved, " Good-

bye, Walter, you'll never know sister May."

Then with her eyes apparently fixed as on some

object far away, she cried, " Oh, I'm so happy
;

it's lovely.'' On being asked what she saw, she

said "bright," "beautiful," "Jesus," "splendid,"

drawing her parents close to her, as though anxious

that they might see the glory which she was per-

mitted to behold. The radiant expression, the

clear voice, the beaming €yes, all told of perfect

happiness. This never-to-be-forgotten time lasted

rather more than an hour, and ended by her

asking us to sing the hymn, " Safe in the arms

of Jesus," in which she joined throughout. She

asked for another, when " Eock of Ages " was

* Gertrude.
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sung, and she attempted as before to join, but

her strength failed long before the conclusion.

Her father read, "Yea, though I walk through

the valley," &c., and some more texts ; then fol-

lowed " Jesus, lover of my soul," " Around the

throne of God in heaven," and " Abide with

me," interspersed with several texts. After this

the dear child became partly unconscious, but

about eight o'clock roused up to say " good-bye "

to her doctor, and then gave her mother a last

embrace. Entire unconsciousness supervened,

until, at a quarter before three on the following

morning, her purified spirit was released, to enter

into the fulness of that heavenly bliss of which

such a glorious foretaste had been permitted her i

while still with us.

Sarah Jackson, 69 29 5 mo. 1880 ^

Tottenham. Widow of Samuel Jackson.

Sarah Jacob, Waterford. 79 11 6 mo. 1880

Eliza James, Gloucester. 55 4 4 mo. 1880

Henry Jamieson, 89 7 6 mo. 1880

Croydon,

Samuel Alexander Jeffrey,

Cirencester. 75 20 5 mo. 1880

Joseph Stanley Jesper,

Preston. 3 23 12 mo. 1879 i

Son of Tliomas and Susanna Jesper.
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Eliza John, Bristol. 59 24 6 mo. 1880

Wife of Thomas J. John.

V\riLLiAM Johns, 75 29 1 mo. 1880

Bristol.

Sarah Jones, Brighton. 51 19 5 mo. 1880

Widow of Obadiah Jones.

Richard Jose, 37 26 6 mo. 1880

Tytoardraeth, St. Austell.

Lilian Daw Jose, 6 23 4 mo. 1880

Tywardraeth. Daughter of Eichard and Eachel

Jose.

Atchinson Kane, 70 23 1 mo. 1880

Besshroolc.

Abigail Key, Carlisle. 80 12 6 mo. 1880

Widow of William Key, of London.

Ann Knight, 72 9 9 mo. 1880

Southanqjton. Widow of John Harvey Knight.

Henry Cooper Knight, 39 19 1 mo. 1880

Halstead. Son of the late Samuel Knight, of

Pontefract.

John ]\Iesser Knight, 67 4 9 mo. 1880

Northfleet.

William Sanders Knight,

Maldoru 54 22 7 mo. 1880

Son of William and Katherine Knight.

Sarah Knott, 82 16 4 mo. 1880

West Houghton.
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85 14 2 mo. 1880

87 4 3 mo. 1880

42 14 8 mo. 1880
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Joseph Lamb, 73 11 3 mo. 1880

Moseley, Birmingham.

Elizabeth Lawrence, 70 13 12 mo. 1879

Taunto7i.

Jane Lecky, Tramore.

Isaac Lees, Bolton.

John Lobley, Fudsey.

Charles Lucas, Brighton. 87

Mary Anne Lucas,

Darlington. Wife of Arthur Lucas.

William Malone, 73 20 3 mo. 1880

Clonskeagh, Dublin.

Mary Ann Mann, 66 6 3 mo. 1880

Bradford. Wife of William Mann.

Charles Marriage, 67 3 3 mo. 1880

Reigate.

John Marriage, 69 14 1 mo. 1880

Chelmsford,

ElCHARD TOWNLEY MaRSDEN,

Bentham. 18 29 9 mo. 1879

Son of Eicliard and Alice Marsden.

William Ebenezer Marshall,

Headingley, Leeds. 56 8 6 mo. 1880

Son of the late Samuel Marshall, of Kendal.

Elizabeth Mullett Martin,

Wellington. 74 12 7 mo. 1880

Widow of John Martin.
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Hannah Martin, 70

t IVellington.

Russell Martin, Cork, 69

Mary Mason, Manchester. 42

Wife of John Mason.

Edward Matthews, 60 12 4 mo. 1880

Manchester.

Joseph Matthews, 67 29 11 mo. 1879

Bury St. Edmunds.

Emily Sara Meade, 20 16 1 mo. 1880

Rathangan. Daughter of Thomas W. and Jane

Meade.

^Rebecca Meyers, Cork. 73 20 11 mo. 1879

Benjamin Moore, 66 19 12 mo. 1879

Waterford.

John Moore, Bristol, 92 3 5 mo. 1880

Alexander Morris, 82 20 4 mo. 1880

Ackworth, late of Manchester.

Maria Morris, 63 16 3 mo. 1880

Kingston-on-Thames.

Charles Mould, 71 25 1 mo. 1880

Highbury.

Arthur Nainby, 75 29 11 mo. 1879

Spalding.

Margaret Prideaux Naish,

Birmingham. 55 25 2 mo. 1880

Wife of Arthur John Naish.
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Henry Nevins, Leeds. 79 6 5 mo. 1879

Patrick E. Nicholson, 6 10 2 mo. 1880

Stockton-on-Tees. Son of Alfred and Rebecca

Nicholson.

Theodora Nicholson, 5 10 2 mo. 1880

Orton Park Carlisle. Daughter of Theodore

and Anna Mary Nicholson.

Prisctlla Noakes, 66 22 10 mo. 1879

Croydon. Wife of Oliver Noakes.

John Nodal, 75 7 5 mo. 1880

Sale, near Manchester. An Ekler.

John Oddie, Richhill. 81 25 10 mo. 1879

Daniel Oliver, 71 24 3 mo. 1878

Ann Oliver, 73 24 3 mo. 1878

St. Hellers, Jersey. Elders.

These two dear friends passed away in peace (

on the same day, the forty-ninth anniversary of

their marriage, leaving the sweet assnrance that, -;

after lives of dedicated discipleship, " they rest

from their labours, and their works do follow

them."

John Ostle, 76 17 7 mo. 1880 i

Mowbray Cote, Beckfoot.

George Paull, 80 13 5 mo. 1880^

Birkenhead.

Thomas Payne, 56 2 9 mo. 1880

j

Olton, near Birmingham. ^
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SLLiE Pearson, 3 4 7 mo. 1880

North Ormeshy. Daughter of Ro'.'ert and Ann
Pearson.

)WARD Pease, 45 13 6 mo. 1880

Darlington. A Minister.

Edward Pease was the second son of the late

seph and Emma Pease, of Darlington. After

ne years of careful home training, he received

i remainder of his education at Grove House

tiool, Tottenham. He possessed an excellent

jmory, a very considerable amount of hope and

irage, decided self-reliance, and large conver-

ional powers. These general traits were com-

led with a clear and decided judgment, and

keen discrimination in discerning right from

ong. The testimony of various schoolfellows

borne to the effect which his Christian profes-

n and consistency of conduct, as well as his

jasional words of caution, produced on their

nds at school and during their subsequent lives,

riting while at school to one of these who had

t, he says, " pray for me, that, shunning all

1 examples, I may be enabled to walk in the

itsteps of Him who is our perfect ensample
;

1 pray that I may be enabled to ask help and

>dom from Him who is almighty to afford

im."

I
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As a young man, working with working men,

when making himself acquainted with his future

business, whilst heartily appreciating the story

and the joke, he endeavoured to arrest all that

was lowering or profane, and by his example

to raise the tone of life and the level of con-

versation in the workshop. While such was

his outward life, deeply did he humble him-

self under the mighty hand of God. Writing in

1854, he says,—" My mind has been much

troubled with the reflection that I seem to be

doing nothing for my lellow men, and that my
heart is not rightly warmed towards them, or

else such would not be the case. This induces

the awful fear that I am not one of Christ's dis-

ciples, not being possessed of that love to the

brethren which is their distinguishing badge. I

fear that in this reflection there is a mixture of

pride, a longing to be distinguished in good works.

Lord, grant that whatever I do it may all be

done to Thy glory, a willing thank-offering to

Him, who has done everything for me."

Again in 1856 :
—"I have been preserved in

sickness and in health, at home and abroad ; times

of gladness have been given to show the goodness

of the Lord, and times of deep sorrow to show that

here I have no continuinf^ citv. The visitations
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if Divine love have been from time to time gra-

iously continued ; but where is my progress in

he Christian course ? Six years ago I was

avourecl with strong convictions of my deep

infulness and need of a Saviour, and was some-

imes contrited to tears at the thought of His

ove ; and still I seem to be halting between two

ipinions, and as if I dare not say Christ is mine.

! seem to sin as often and as deeply as ever, and

^et two or three times, when in the pangs of

udden illness I have cried unto the Lord for

Qercy, the fear of death was taken away, and I

lad a peaceful trust that for Christ's sake all

rould be well. But now, in health, I seem to

lave no living faith. I do not pray believing

hat I shall receive what I ask for, but rather

)ecause I feel myself in the bondage of sin, and

:ould not be satisfied without praying to be de-

ivered from it. Then again, I feel myself to be

leficient in that love which is the badge of dis-

;ipleship. I seem to be almost entirely selfish.

'. pray for others, doubtless ; but mostly from a

eeling that unless I do so, my prayers on my
)wn account will be of little avail. I wander

;oo, in darkness ; faint indeed is the light that I

lave as to what to do and what to leave undone
;

;he Wonderful Counsellor seems well-nidi wearv
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of giving His counsel to such a wilful constant
|

sinner. Thus I go heavily on my way, apparently

of no use. I spend my years as a tale that is told.
[

Were it not for the exceeding great and precious
|

promises given to me in the Scriptures, and con-
j

firmed by the witness within me, I should indeed

'

be in despair. Father, I thank Thee for the

;

assurance that the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth
j

from all sin." i

On First day, Eleventh month 8th, 1857, light

seems remarkably to have arisen upon his soul.

" And now," he writes, " what joy broke in upon

me in the evening meeting, for I verily believe

the veil was removed, and while seeing my sins

and my nothingness in a stronger light than ever

before, I was led to feel that Christ died for me,

for He has taken my sins ; that I am not my own,

but bought with a price. the overwhelming

sense of his love which took possession of me

;

that I, the chief of sinners, should be an heir of

God, and joint heir with Christ ! During almost

all the meeting, I felt as it were lifted from the

world, seeing of how little importance it is in

comparison with the glory that shall be revealed

hereafter. I prayed that God would do with me

what He would, and felt that I could not but

lo^'e Him in return for such wondrous, matchless
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love. Never, indeed, did I feel such happiness;

and though my tears came, they were tears of

joy. Long have I wandered in darkness, seeking

for light and finding none, going heavily on my
^vay. And now^, in His own good time, it has

pleased the Lord to lift up the light of His

countenance upon me. He has been graciously

pleased to give me that blessed evidence of ac-

ceptance in the Beloved w^hich is above all price.

Bless the Lord, my soul !

"

In 1858, after lamenting his coldness and dead-

ness, owing, as he believed, to not yielding to the

promptings felt within to give more time to silent

retirement and waiting upon God in prayer, he

writes :
—" For want of this watching and praying

how grievously have I often fallen into sin, and

yet I do feel Christ precious, and can at times

rejoice in Him as my Saviour. Lord God, I

I desire at this time to approach Thee, humbled

to the very dust in the feeling of my unworthi-

ness, yet looking up ^^ith filial confidence through

the merits of Christ, and to crave of Thee an

increase of faith. that Thou wilt grant unto

me Thy Holy Spirit to guide me in the richly

blest yet awfully responsible path Thou hast

given me to tread. Lord, I look around on a

world greatly polluted, and I see multitudes in

I 2
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the misery of sin ; and having been graciously

permitted to see,—and oh ! I trust, even to feel,

in some measure— that in Thee alone is peace and

happiness, I would indeed crave that Thy will be

done on earth even as it is in heaven. And if, in

the accomplishing of this great and glorious work,

Thou hast any service for thy poor, unworthy

servant, ' Draw me, Lord, and I will run after

Thee.' All I have is Thine, and I would cast my-

self at Thy feet, desiring that Thou wilt make

me whatever Thou wouldst have me to be."

"Eleventh month 27th, 1858.—Evening,

stayed at home, and wa& memorably favoured in

wrestling in prayer, and felt a clearer evidence of

the all-prevailing power of the cleansing blood of

Christ than ever before. My soul was bowed in

deep humiliation that such a creature should be

clothed in the robe of Christ's righteousness, and

permitted communion with the King of Kings."

"28th, evening.—Again favoured with much

enlargement in prayer. Oh ! what an unspeak-

able mercy ! Felt indeed how impossible it is to
j

grasp the mystery of infinite love. Was led I

afresh to cast myself at the feet of Jesus, and

crave that His will may be wholly done in and

through me ; that I may be emptied of self and :

filled with Him. Was enabled to make use of
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the Lord's Prayer in a fuller sense of its sublimity

and comprehensiveness and holiness, than I think

I have ever had before."

As a teacher in the First day school, his desires

^vere earnest to bring his scholars to Christ. In

i,First month, 1860, he writes,—"In the afternoon

;ischool took the Bible-class (in the absence of thei^

iusual teacher), consisting of about sixteen young

i^men. I felt weak and nervous, but I fear that it

iarose more from that fear of man that bringeth

a snare, than from consciousness of my utter

[inability to teach aright without divine aid.

IStill I trust my prayers for help, however feeble,

fvvere heard, and that I was enabled in measure,

[though not as I ought to have done, to speak to

them of Christ as our Shepherd, the chapter being

John X. I believe that when we feel a shrinking

from any service that presents itself, we should

be careful prayerfully to examine ourselves as to

the real motive for such shrinking; for it seems to

me that sometimes we, as it were, mentally calcu-

late that our powders of thought and expression

are unequal to the task, forgetting that they that

wait on the Lord shall renew their strength, and

that if any man lack wisdom, and ask in faith, it

shall be given him. And with regard to words,

we cannot but believe that the promise of our
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dear Sa\^onr to His Apostles when He sent them

forth, was written for our instruction, not to be

anxious ' how or what thing ye shall answer, or

what ye shall speak.' At other times I believe

we are too apt to be considering whether we shall

make a good impression as to ability, whether we

shall be appreciated, or whether we shall not seem

small or ridiculous. that we may more and more

rely on the gracious promise that when He putteth

forth His own sheep He goeth before them, and

know a full willingness to be made as fools for

Christ's sake."

Alluding in 1861 to a sermon of Benjamin

Seebohm's, in which he felt himseK to be specially

addressed, as one who was being fitted for further

service in testifying of the grace of God more

publicly, he says, "0 Lord God, thou only

knowest if such conflicts and labours, and oh !

such inexpressible joys, are in store for me. I

desire to prostrate myself before Thee in reverent

submission ; to offer unto Thee the tribute of

praise for Thy unmerited love in Christ Jesus,

and for the blessed guidance of Thy Holy Spirit;

and to commit my future wholly and unreservedly

unto Thee, craving that I may be so baptised

into the name and power of Christ, that my meat

may indeed be to do the will of my Father, and
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to finish His v/ork. *And, Lord, in some sense

of the love of God shed alDroad in my heart, I

desire at this time fervently to pray that Thy

will be done on earth as it is in Heaven,"

Thenceforward, step by step, he was led

onwards into the work of the ministry of the

Gospel, and was recorded by his friends as a

minister in 1875. Endowed T\dth natural elo-

quence, he was yet jealously careful not to take

part in this work without a full sense of divine

anointing and requiring on each separate occasion.

He had also the happy gift of condensing w^hat he

had to say in a few well-chosen sentences.

He was married in the Second month, 1862,

to Sarah, daughter of Charles Sturge, of Birming-

ham. Closely united, they travelled on life's

pilgrimage together, blessing many by acts of

thoughtful kindness, in doing which they w^re

true helpmeets to each other. Strengthened by

her sympathy, he took an earnest interest in the

Vv'ork of the Bible Society, in the Temperance

cause, in the promotion of education, and in many

other kindred efforts for the benefit of his fellow-

men ; and during the latter years of his life,

his mind was especially directed to the evils

attendant on the opium traffic. He was earnestly

interested in political subjects, and the right



94 ANNUAL MONITOR.

government of the country ; his one political

standard being ''right or ivrong^ He derived

much pleasure from nature, closely observing and

admiring the varieties in the animal and vegetable

kingdoms, as well as exploring her in her grander i

aspects, and greatly enjoying active exercise among

the mountains.

It was his lot to follow to the grave his be-

loved wife, his parents, and many dear to him,

his contemporaries in life. These successive be-

reavements told much on his sensitive nature.

Yet, alluding to his married life and his wife's

death, he says, " It is doubtless mysterious that

the mse and good should die in their prime, but

as I go to one place after another, associated with

dear Sarah's illness and pain, I feel almost joyful

to think of her, not only free from these, but

radiant with eternal health and glory."

The state of his own health for several years

made him especially alive to the uncertainty of

the continuance of his life : but for him death

had no terrors. Writing at the close of 1877, the

year of his wife's death, he says,—" Looking at

the past, looking especially at the memorable

year just closing, I may well say, ' Surely good-

ness and mercy have followed me all the days

of my life,' while through the atoning merits of
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my God and Saviour, I lay hold of the words,

* And I shall dwell in the house of the Lord for

ever.'
"

His strength had been from time to time

much recruited by journeys abroad, or by spending

the winter months in a milder climate. Early in

1880 he went to Cannes in company with mem-

bers of his family. For a time there seemed to

be symptoms of improvement, but as he travelled

over the St. Gothard on the homeward journey,

it became evident that his life was drawing rapidly

to a close. Within two days after arriving at

Lucerne the end came. Perceiving his critical

condition, he said, " Li\dng or dying—the Lord's."

He commended his child to the Lord in prayer.

One of his sisters, whilst watching beside his bed,

quoted, " When thou passest through the w^aters

I will be wath thee," and his response was, " Thou

hast compassed me about wdth songs of deUver-

ance." Very shortly after this he departed, to

join, we cannot doubt, through the mercy of God

in Christ Jesus, in the everlasting song.

Lucy Peile, Carlisle. 39 3 2 mo. 1880

Wife of Stoddart Peile.

Lucy Peile was the daughter of a minister in

the Wesleyan Society. She was brought up in

connection with that religious body, into which
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she was received as a member whilst at school at

Darlington, having given early evidence of a

change of heart.

In her journal, dated Angust 20th, 1865,

there is an entry as follows :
—" I love to think

of Jesus, and it seems to me that if we try to

look to Him, He will help ns and not cast us out.

Though there is no bright realisation of union

with Him, He will teach us more and more of

His power to save. That which brings us closer

to Jesus will strengthen our confidence in Him,

until fear gives place before the power of perfect

love. This morning I had some very dark hours,

and I felt so rebellious and cross, but I went

to my own room and told God ; and though I

felt still unhappy, I did not feel so wrong as I

had done ; and after I had spent my haK hour

in my room, I felt much brighter, though I was

afraid there was no substantial change. But

there is comfort in knowing you have told your

case to God, however imperfectly."

Another extract runs thus :
—" I wish, amid

all the claims of life, I could feel my mind was

stayed upon God. There is One who bore our

individual burdens, and He and He alone knows

their weight, and enters into our feelings con-

cerning them. To live in constant fellowship
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Jwitli Him, and to rest upon His sympathy and

I
care would make us brave, strong, and happy

;

iaud we should go through life with not a whit

•less love for our dear ones, but feeling that inde-

Ipendently of all the happiness we derived from

l|:them, we had a source of strength and comfort

ifwhich would not be rendered less available by

ifany circumstances in which w^e might be placed,

ill am so glad that I have been able to go through

f the day, especially the latter part of it, w^ith

some degree of strength and cheerfulness. I

have thought that perhaps it might be in answer

to prayer, for I did ask for help and strength.

I would like to be a blessing in my own home,

and a comfort and a light there. I am so thank-

ful that God has blessed me wdth the dear precious

llfriends whom I possess."

f With reference to her marriage, she writes, " I

ike very much to think it is the loving arrange-

ment of a kind, tender, wise Heavenly Father
;

,nd it seems to me as though I had reason to

hink so. I have chosen for my motto through

he year, ^ In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and

e shall direct thy paths.'
"

Nine years of married life wdth its variety

followed, during which she won the esteem of all

ho knew her. These years were passed in the

K
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faithful discharge of all the duties of her station,

and then the call came.

On rising one morning early in Second month,

1879, she felt herself unwell, and the doctor being

called in during the day pronounced her heart

to be affected in a serious manner. From this

attack she recovered to a great extent; but in the

Ninth month of the same year she was again

laid aside from the same cause, and gradually

declined until her death.

From the commencement of her illness she

evidenced her love to her Heavenly Father. Her

little Testament was kept under her pillow, and

was her constant companion in the successive

stages of her decline. She loved to read and speak

of Christ healing the diseased. Her strength

failing daily, she often prayed that God would'

give her patience and forgive her irritability.

She had won the cordial attachment of the

members of the Society of Friends in Carlisle,

to whom she was united in membership after

her marriage in 1870. One of them hearing

of some fears she had with respect to her salva-

tion, sent her a message that she was one of

the King's daughters, and He would not refuse

her. She said that when sitting in meetings it

seemed to her that her Heavenly Father was very

near, to her great comfort;
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j

Owing to her extreme sensitiveness, she could

! not bear to think or speak of death
;
yet when

: A'ery weak she called one to her bedside and said,

^ with a bright loving smile, " My dear, I will give

'thee a text for the day,— ^ All things work to-

gether for good to them that love God.' " At

another time she prayed, while her voice was weak

and tremulous, "Give me more trust in Thee;

help us to say. Hitherto hath the Lord helped us :

be with us till we reach our home."

That home was not far off. On the 3rd of

Second month, early in the morning, she became

increasingly ill. As if to cheer the end, the

bright morning sun came shining in at the win-

dow. She desired one blind to be drawn down

and then the other ; then laying her head upon

the pillow, after a few moments of suffering, con-

sciousness left her, and leaving behind her the

brightness of an earthly morning, she entered,

w^e reverently believe, upon the brightness of the

heavenly morning. Pain and sorrow gone, those

around her felt that what was left behind, though

so Ijeautiful in death, was but the earthly tene-

ment from which the redeemed spirit had winged

its way to the realms of endless T^liss.

Alfred Pengelley, /7if?m. 37 29 8 mo. 1880

Son of William Pengelley, of Turcjuay.
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Agnes Eobinson, 73 8 2 mo. 1880

Preston Patrick. Wife of George Eobinson.

Deborah Robinson, 79 12 7 mo. 1880

Eaglesjield, Pardshaw. An Elder.

Joseph Robinson, 75 30 10 mo. 1879

Aloate.

Joseph John Robinson, 18 16 2 mo. 1880

Darlington, Son of Robert and Elizabetli

Robinson.

Mary Robinson, 69 27 12 mo. 1879

Moreton Jefferys,

Jeanette Marie Robson, 3^ 17 4 mo. 1880

Camden Town. Daughter of John H. and

Louisa Robson.

Priscilla Robson, 62 23 10 mo. 1879

Sunderland. Wife of Edward C. Robson.

William D. RoTHERY, 81 11 12 mo. 1879

Lancaster. A Minister.

Jane Rowntree, 73 8 6 mo. 1880

Scarborough. Widow of John Rowntree.

Joseph Rowntree, 72 20 3 mo. 1880

Stockton-on-Tees.

Rachel Rowntree, 82 4 6 mo. 1880

Malton. Wife of Richardson Rowntree.

Thomas Rutter, 56 15 9 mo. 1880

Neivcastle-on-Tyne.

LovisA SalterJVestleton. 46 16 3 mo. 1880
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Abraham Sanderson, 59 2 12 mo. 1879
Darlington.

[SABELLA SaTTERTHWAITE,

Eaglesfield, Fardshaiu. 80 8 4 nio. 1880
Widow of Peter Satterthwaite.

Rachel Saunders, 83 15 3 mo, 1880
Horsham. Wife of diaries Saunders.

Elizabeth Henrietta Secretan,

Dorking. 84 25 11 mo. 1879
Iharlotte Shaw, 80 28 2 mo. 1878
Eoscrea. Widow of Eobert Shaw.

ij^FRED Sholl, 4 26 3 mo. 1880
Stoke Neidngton. Son of Thomas and Martha
S. Sholl.

"OSEPH Shorthouse, 83 11 10 mo. 1880

Birniinghani.

Ienrt Simmons, 78 1 6 mo. 1880

Ilkley,

Margaret Slee, 63 4 8 mo. 1880

Darlington. Wife of Christopher Slee.

Jharles Edward Smith, 15 12 2 mo. 1880

Leeds. Son of Sanmel W. and Isabella Ann
Smith.

Iary Ann Smith, 38 26 11 mo. 1879

Manchester. Wife of Joseph B. Smith.

William Henry Smith, 27 27 3 mo. 1880

Mountmellick. Son"of Himiphrey Smith.
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-Florsnce SouTHALL, 46 21 6 1110. 1879

Thornilea, Redhill Wife of Norman Southall.

Phebe Spence, Deptford. 70 15 3 mo. 1880

An Elder. Wife of Francis Spence.

Jennie Scott Steele, 9 16 5 mo. 1880

Jessie Steele, 14m. 14 5 mo. 1880

Cork Children of Thomas and Jessie F. Steele.

Sarah Sterry, 80 27 7 mo. 1880

Peckham Rye. Widow of Joseph Sterry.

John Bamford Stevens, 65 30 8 mo. 1880

London.

Anne Stott, 93 31 1 mo. 1880

Kingstown^ Dublin.

Theodore Strange, 33 9 10 mo. 1879

Greenridge, Manitoba, Canada.

John Edmund Sturge, 38 14 2 mo. 1880

Montser7'at.

John Player Sturge, 26 28 1 mo. 1880

Bristol. Son of William and Charlotte Sturge,

William Sturge, 52 13 5 mo. 1880

London. Son of Daniel Sturge.

John Taylor, Preston. 78 14 9 mo. 1880

Anne Thacker, 54 24 1 mo. 1880

Knockstair, Cavan. Daughter of Richard

Thacker.

ThomasThistlethwaite, 78 17 12 mo. 1879

TFragby, near Achvorth.
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Elias Hughes Thompson,

Slieve-na-FoeiUe, County 58 12 1 mo. 1880

Antrim .

Joseph Thompson, 68 11 4 mo. 1880

Manchester.

Mary Thompson, 82 1 5 mo. 1880

Evesham. Widow of Jonah Thompson.

William Wade Thompson,

Rathmines, Jhihlin. 61

A.NN Tomlinson, Hoxton. 68

Mary Travis, 100

Cottingham, near Hull.

Daniel Tuke, 67 11 11 mo. 1879

Bradford.

William Ventress, 76 27 8 mo. 1880

Bilsdale, near Helmsley.

EloBERT Walker, 61 11 4 mo. 1880

Sunderland.

Eleanor Walker, 68 3 2 mo. 1880

Sunderland. Wife of Eobert Walker.

MEary Jane Warder, 15 7 7 mo. 1880

Margate. Daughter of the late Robert, and

Jemima Warder.

'SAAC Waring, 83 18 1 mo. 1879

Sleightholmdale, near Kirhy Moorside.

[iUCY Waterhouse, 46 26 2 mo. 1876

Stratford-wpon-Avon.
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Ann Waterland, 33 15 6 mo. 1880

Sheffield. Wife of Robert Waterlancl.

Emily Watson, 19 11 12 mo. 1879

Cochermouth. Daughter of John H. and

Deborah Watson.

The sudden termination of the short life of'

this dear young friend afforded no death-bed
|

opportunity for expressing her faith ; but her
|

friends have much comfort in believing that in

;

time of health, she loved and trusted in her

!

Saviour.

On the 7th of Twelfth month, 1879, a fatal

accident occurred in the town, which seemed

deeply to impress her, and when in conversation

with her sister only four days before her death,

while in the full bloom of health, she concluded

with the words :
—" I believe my death vdll be

sudden, but I have no fear, for I love Jesus."

On the following Fifth-day, the 11th of Twelfth

month, she left home in usual health, with her

brothers and sister, to skate on Bassenthwaite

Lake, where they had been the previous week.

She had only been separated from them a very

short time, when the ice gave way where a brook

enters the lake, and notwithstanding that great

efforts were made by ready helpers at considerable

risk, she could not be re^^ciied until it was too h^ie.
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Her sudden death under such circumstancee

mpressed the hearts of many young friends who

mew her, and the funeral, which took place at

yockermouth on First day, the 14tli of Twelfth

nonth, 1879, will not soon be forgotten by the

;rowd of mourners w^lio attended it. It is a con-

iolation to be assured, that He whom she loved

iould make in the " depths a path for His ran-

omed to pass over."

5IME0N Webster, Leeds. 81 23 4 mo. 1880

^Iary Payne Wells, 64 17 10 mo. 1879

Northampton.

iiiCHARD Edward White.

Ampthill. 80 17 12 mo. 1879

In very early life our dear friend was im-

)ressively reached by the teachings of the Holy

>pirit, and in memoranda penned through a course

>f many years he gives clear evidence of his

jrov/th in grace, and gratefully acknowledges the

roodness and faithfulness of the Almighty through

nany vicissitudes and many trying dispensations.

jR great humility he expresses his sense of his un-

vorthiness and shortcomings, and rests his hope

)f salvation solely on the mercy of God through

,he atoning sacrifice of our Lord and Saviour.

He was partially deaf in early manhood, and

;he infirmity increased in later life; but he bore
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this great privation, as well as many otliei

trials, in unmurmuring submission to the wil

of God. A man of sterling integrity and sound

in Christian faith, he was sincere in his attach-

ment to the principles and doctrines of our section

of the Church of Christ, especially valuing oui

week-day meetings.

In recording the death of his wife,in 1876, after

a long illness,he testifies to her patient continuance

in well- doing under the tendering and sanctifying

influences of divine grace, her humble and self-

denying wall^ before her Lord, and his belief in

her eternal felicity. After her death he more,,

than once expressed his entire willingness to be
|

taken when the Lord saw fit. The maturity of

.

his Christian character was strikingly apparent,

to those about him, and as he drew nearer his

.

heavenly home that " Peace of God which passeth

all understanding, did keep his heart and mind

through Christ Jesus." He was as one who had

his " loins girded about and his light burning,"

patiently waiting his appointed time ; and when,:

according to his own desire and expectation,

the summons came suddenly, the comforting

assurance was given that his purified spirit had

entered the realms of bliss.
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Margaret Emily White,

Rochdale. 45 24 12 mo. 1879

Mark Whitehead, 42 24 1 mo. 1880

High Garrett, Essex.

jHenry Whiting, 75 12 10 mo. 1880

I
Stourbridge.

Effie Williams, 7 w. 24 7 mo. 1880

Thomas Williams, 5 — 9 mo. 1880

Hoshungahad,

Tommy and Effie Williams were the children

of John H. and Effie Williams, missionaries of

the Friends' Foreign Mission Association, at

Hoshungahad. Tommy was ahout three years

old when his father and mother went to India.

He soon learnt the language, and the way in

which he would tell Bible stories in Hindi often

interested both the Hindoo servants and the

visitors at the bungalow. Even the reverent

oaanner of the children, as he and his brother

James said their simple thanksgiving at meal-

times, was not without its influence for good on

my natives w^ho were present

.

When little Effie was born, unlike the usual

iisappointment of Hindoos at the birth of a girl,

he native Christians and servants were delighted

because it was a "missy baba ;" and their grief

L
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was very great when her short life was ended.

The bearer wept bitterly at leaving her body in

the room alone, and could hardly understand that

there was no need for the loving watch he would

so willingly have kept, in accordance with Hindoo

custom. It was a sad grief also, to the little

brothers, who were very fond of their baby sister.

Tommy asked, " Did God think that we couldn't

take enough care of her, that He put her in the

arms of Jesus ? " How little his mother thought,

as he put the question, that he would so soon

be in the arms of the dear Saviour whom he

loved so much.

He died of fever one Seventh-day evening,

after three weeks' illness, and was buried early

the next morning. His parents were greatly

helped in their time of sorrow by the loving

sympathy and prayers of the native Christians.

John Williams, 80 5 3 mo. 1880

Kingstoivn, Dublin.

Lydia Williams, 75 5 5 mo. 1880

BlacJcrockj Dublin.

Sarah Williams, 87 16 8 mo. 1880

Edenderry. Widow of John Williams.

Sarah Williamson, 30 26 12 mo. 1879

A llonby, near Maryijort.
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Joseph Willmott, 52 4 7 mo. 1880

Stratfo7'd, Essex.

Margaret Wilson, 88 28 1 mo. 1880

High Wraij, near Ambleside. Widow of John

Wilson, of Leeds.

Richard Wilson, 51 7 9 mo. 1880

Duhlin. Son of Isaac Wilson.

Sarah Wilson, 70 11 5 mo. 1880

Ulverston. Wife of AVilliam Wilson.

Charles Wood, 57 8 12 mo. 1879

Wood Green, Middlesex.

George ^qot>, Chelmsford. 93

Robert Wood, Wetherhy. 60

Godfrey Woodhead, 70

Highflatts. A Minister.

John Wormall, 26 20 4 mo. 1880

Sheffield. Son of Henry and Lucy Wormall.

Elizabeth Wright, 59 4 2 mo. 1880

Sudbwry. Widow of Edward Wright.

A few particulars concerning this beloved

friend are given, in the earnest hope that some

who may be called like her to drink deeply of

the cup of sorrow, may be encouraged yet more

simply to put their trust in Him, w^ho to her

ever proved Himself an abundant Helper and

Friend.

She was the daa^diter of William and Eliza-

13 5 mo. 1880

31 5 mo. 1879

11 2 mo. 1880
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beth Ingle, and was born on the 30th of Twelfth
month, 1820, at Eawden, Yorkshire, from which
place the family removed to Sheffield shortly

afterwards.

She was naturally of a very independent
spirit, and so bright and happy that she was the

very sunshine of her circle both at home and at

school. She went to Ackworth as a scholar in

1832, and afterwards remained as teacher, spending

ten years there in all ; and it was during her

residence there that she was brought under re-

ligious feeling, and, after much conflict and deep

searching of heart, experienced exceeding joy in

the assurance given her of her soul's salvation.

It was about this time that she and her five

sisters were called upon to part with both their

parents, and proved what it was to be orphans

indeed.

In 1846 she was united in marriage with

Edward Wright, of Sudbury, and after eight years

of unbroken happiness she was left a widow with

four young children, the youngest being but

seven months old. Though without any previous

knowledge of business, she carried on her late

husband's concerns successfully. But amid all

the cares and anxieties of such an undertaking,

together with those of lier young family, it was
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ever her desire and prayer that her soul's welfare

should be uppermost, and earthly things be kept

in their right place. And the Lord was true to

His promises, and did bless her abundantly, so

that she was often filled with wonder, and her

tongue with praise. She was unceasing in her

efforts to promote the well-being of the children

thus left entirely to her care, though at times

feeling almost overwhelmed ^Yith. her responsi-

bilities. Concerning her it may be truly said

that she was " Xot slothful in business, fervent in

spirit, serving the Lord."

During the latter part of her life she was

often much discouraged concerning her Christian

progress
;

yet praise to God, and earnest desire

unto Him, were the unvarying attitude of her

soul. " There is nothing lacking on His part,"

she would often say, " but my faith is so weak,

and my love so cold. I am sure we ought more

often to praise the Lord." And almost every

night on retiring to rest her exclamation was,

" Bless the Lord, my soul
;

" or, " What have

I done this day that is worth the doing ? " To

the needy, sick, and dying she was a constant

friend ; but while her brightness, and loving sym-

pathy endeared her to all, she always felt herself

to be the very least of the flock of Christ. " I

L 2
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the chief of sinners am, but Jesus died for me,"

was often on her lips.

Her last illness was very short, continuing

only six days, and she was aware of her state only

for about three hours before unconsciousness came

on. But the Lord whom she had reverently

sought unto for so many years did not forsake

her then. All was peace, calm as a river. To

her kind medical man she remarked, " This is

unexpected news, but, ^ The Lord reignetV " To

a dear absent one she sent the message, '• Tell

her not to let the cares of this life fall too hea\T.ly,

for though they may be very heavy, they will all

be got over ; and if she casts them on the Lord,

it is wonderful how He oj^ens a way : it is won-

derful ! How I wish that I had served Him
better here." " Jesus is precious." " It is so

bright," were among her last words.

So passed away one of the Lord's dear

children, upon whom He had often laid His

chastening hand, but to whom He had, at times

given very special manifestations of His protecting

love ; and who by her quiet consistent Christian

life, testified daily to those around her whose she

was and whom she served ; and thus she being

dead, yet speaketh to them.
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Isaac Wright, 65 8 11 mo. 1879

Thornfield, Bolton.

Jonathan Wright, 86 14 12 mo. 1879

l^denderry.

INFANTS luhose Names are not inserted.

Under three months Boys 5 ... Girls 3

From three to six months do. 1 ... do. 1

From six to nine months do. 1 ... do.

From nine to twelve months do. ... do. 1

Errata in the Volume for 1880.

P. 59, line 19. For 6 mo. read 1 mo.

P. 113, line 19. For Harker read Harper.
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APPENDIX.

MAEY WATEEHOUSE,

0¥ WHITEKNIGHTS PARK, NEAR READING.

Born 2Dth of Tenth month, 1805 ; died 7th of

Eleventh month, 1880.

It is difficult for those who knew and loved

this very dear servant of Christ to write or I

speak of her in language that may not be thought

unreal or exaggerated, for to these she seemed,

especially of late years, a very Saint of God, !

—one of those rare souls to whom union with

Christ is the one great fact of their lives ; and

the more feeble and frail the earthly dwelling of

her spirit became, the more brightly the light of

her love and joy shone through it.

She lived in such close communion with her

Lord, so sure of a loving Hand in all that con-

cerned her, that she seemed less like one walking

by faith than one who saw already the " things

unseen." And though the feebleness of age with-

drew her more and more of late into the seclusion
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Df her home, the circle of thosewhom she influenced

md helped was a very ^^^de one. She missed no

opportunity of coming near to the souls of others.

The most trifling occasions of intercourse, whether

face to face or by letter, were to her moments for

serving her Lord by gentle words of comfort and

aelp ; and, following her Master in this, she had

m infinite tenderness for the outward needs, the

sicknesses and sorrows of those she met. No trouble

«ras too small for her sympathy, and no one too un-

STorthy for her continued aid and kindness in ex-

;ernal things, as well as in the needs of the soul.

It was for many" years a great pleasure to her

;o distribute largely the books and tracts that she

;hought likely to be useful to others. Few" of

;hose who ever saw her had not some such little

^t, associated with a loving word from her lips or

Tom her pen. It will not be known till all things

ire known how many a poor, dark sou], here and

;here, in solitude and doubt, who had not courage

,0 look up into the face of Jesus Christ, lias seen

;he light of His countenance reflected in her face,

md, knowing that she saw Him, has taken courage.

But these last years, when she seemed to be

ilways standing in the light of the open door

)f the eternal things, were but the evening of a

.ong day spent in the service of her Lord.
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One Avho knew lier in girlhood writes, ^' Neve

can I forget how she used to sjpeak out, when sh(

was a beautiful girl of twenty;" and in her journal

we find these words (written in 1868) recalling

the same early time.— ^ And why do I write this"!

To add my feeble* testimony while I can to the

simplicity of the Gospel : I hope I have done it

often, but once more let me write it to the

glory of Thy name, m}- blessed Saviour !—that

all that is needed is to believe Thy word. We try

a hundred ways before we are content that the

work should be Thine, and Thine the praise ! . , .

.

My own conversion,—if indeed, as I humbly trust,

I ever was couA^erted to God,— the old heart

taken away and the new heart given,—was as

'

simple as any conversion could possibly be. I

was conscious only, as far as I recollect, of lone-

liness anel need—(in bed and ill, with only ser-

vants in the house)—when I remembered (the

blessed Spirit doubtless being the Eemembrancer

and drawing my heart to Christ) that / had a

Saviour, and with the thought came love to Him
and peace, and joy, with such a sense of being

His as has never left me, notwithstanding my
crookedness and many wanderings since."

Again, in 1878 (ten years later) she writes :

—

•^ Great was the evil from which I was redeemed !
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Many the sins forgiven for a Saviour's sake ! None

more nnwortliy of blessing than myself ! And

yet how good the Lord was ! Making Himself

know]i to me a little before my twentieth birth-

day ; and thongh I often strayed, not snfferin^

me to run entirely counter to His holy will.

When I did not seek His counsel He brought me

back, and chastened me till it was a joy to look

to Him, and Him alone ; so that I can now say,

blessed be His name,—'Thou hast guided me

by Thy counsel, and wilt afterwards receive me

to glory '
; and this ' glory ' may be very near !

"

The assurance of a Saviour's love was at once

eeded. Almost immediately after this time

one of her brothers became dangerously ill, and it

was this young sister who brought him the words

if i^eace and gladness which cheered his dying

lays. Thus, on the very threshold of her religious

life, she had to minister to another's spiritual need.

In 1829 she was married, and went from the

Lome of her father, Paul Bevan, of Tottenham, to

iiverpool.

It was in the year 1842 that she first felt she

lad a public message to the souls of others. Few

^ho ever heard her voice in meeting, in earlier

lays at Liverpool, or afterwards, as the scene of

,er home clianged, at Bristol, Westminster, or
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Reading, will fail to remember her gentle minis-

terings. They will recall the veiled face (for hei

eyes w^ere almost always painfully sensitive to

the light), and the peculiarly swxet musical tones,

in which an intense humility and distrust of sell

were penetrated by so entire a certainty of her

message, and of the gladness and sureness of

the tidings she bore, that there was a striking
j

eloquence in the quiet flow of her words, and her

'

prayers especially seemed, like songs of praise

and pleading. Of herself she thought only as

the humblest messenger of an infinitely loving

Saviour.

Yet, in looking on her life as a whole, the

character in which she will be most remembered

is that of a wife and mother. In the home her

self-forgetful love, and her close sympathy with

everything which concerned the bodies and souls

of those dear to her, made her live rather in their

lives than in her own—husband, children, and

grandchildren, each one loved, and thought of,

and prayed for with a special intimacy of tender-

ness, w^hich w^as only exchanged, as some were

called away into the heavenly places, for a blessed

realisation of their joy, a true experience of the

" communion of saints."

Except by the loss of a little child, who died



MARY WATERHOUSE. 121

in infancy, and of a grandchild in 1865, there was

no break in her home circle till the autumn of

J
1868, when the death of the lovely young wife

I; of one of her sons was a double sorrow, in the

J loss of one dear as a child of her own, and in

sympathy T\ith the son whose life seemed left so

.pty by this great grief.

In a year from this time, on the very same

iay, and almost at the same hour, he too was

ailed away, and the tender mother's heart in all

ts own sorrow was able to rejoice in the reunion

of these two dear ones in the presence of the

Lord, whom they had already in their days of

gladness learned to love.

In the last month of 1873 a still closer

jorrow was sent to her in the death of her be-

oved husband. We find the story touchingly

»ld in the simple words of her journal. On the

51st she writes :
— " My precious husband has

continued very ailing. As I walked slowly with

lim in the garden this lovely day I could not

lelp thinking of the slight tenure on which I

lold this chief earthly blessing, and indeed I am
frail myself, I sometimes think I shall hardly

lold out the little while he does ; but blessed be

jiod ! the future is not in our poor hands but in

is, and we know that if the earthly house of
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this tabernacle were dissolved we have a buildiiik'o
of God

; joy enough, an almost overwhelming

joy, though flesh and heart should fail. Christ

our exceeding and eternal joy ! Who can fathom

it ?

"

On the 31st she adds :—" Ten days since I

wrote the above, and oh ! how little I recollected

what was then written when I opened this to tell

of the last days and hours.
'^

" For four and a quarter days I have been a

widow ! The desire of my eyes sleeping in Jesus

and I left a little longer here, must I say to

mourn his loss ? No, I will not be so selfish, but

rather say, to bless our Heavenly Father for the

joy into which we humbly yet rejoicingly trust

he has entered, and in a moment too ! " ^

And this was the attitude of her soul in all

this deep and keenly-felt sorrow. The sudden

death of one so tenderly loved scarcely breaks

the thread of her thanksgiving. His joy was

enough for her, and her children will never for-

get how she seemed able to give thanks through

all these early days of her widowhood, dwelling

Alfred Waterbouse died without a moment's

warniug on tbe 27th, just after coming in from a

walk in his garden.
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in happy communion with the soul of her beloved

one.

Even on the day when he was carried to the

grave she wished the house to be made bright

I

with flowers, lest the grandchildren should think

gloomily of death, instead of realising with

solemn gladness that he was gone home to be

with Christ.

Her faith showed its vitality by growth and
change, and by a continual broadening of belief

in many ways. She seemed ahvays growing

in knowledge of the Master's will, a sign and
reward of obedient service, and she especially

delighted in any books or thoughts that gave her

wider hope for others, and glimpses of the bound-

lessness of God's love in Christ.

It is hardly needful to say that, closely as

she was attached to the Society of which she was

member, she was ready to see Christ in all

His servants. Her views might, perhaps, be best

described as " evangelical," but she delighted in

the thoughts of some who were broader in their

beliefs ; and we find in her journal expressions

tf thankfulness for the blessing attending the work

of a High. Church " Missioner," which seem to

complete the circle of her sweet Catholicity.

The sins and sorrows of the world weighed
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upon her spirits like close personal trials, ani

often affected her health. Days of illness could'

sometimes be traced to some sad paragraph in

the Times— a railway or a colliery accident, the

fear of a war, or news from the seat of war.

She was an earnest advocate of total absti-

nence, and it was a great interest to her a few^

years before her death, to build a coffee-house in

one of the poorest streets in Reading, of which,

almost to the end of her life, she managed the

expenses and kept the accounts.

Her failing health during the last few years

'

made her often think of death as a visitor who

;

might be at the door, and we find some touching

words in her journal at different times, when she^

was doubtful of opening its pages again. In

1877 she writes :
—" The thought of knowing

the old-world worthies in the Better Land is ex-

ceedingly sweet to me. What, then, will it be to

be with Christ my Lord ? But this is a subject

that will bring tears, and though only tears of

joy, they may distress my precious children, i

and therefore I forbear If my very

'

gracious Lord take me from them soon, I want

them all to know that it is from a life of much

happiness on earth to that of exceeding joy in

Heaven, where I trust, through His exceeding
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goodness, they will all follow me one by one, my
darling grandchildren too ; and I want them to

remember that if He, my Lord and Saviour, has

shown such unspeakable mercy to me, the most

unworthy of His children, they must not have a

doubt that they will experience the same also,

through Him who died that we may live ; for-

giveness and cleansing through His precious blood,

the guidance of His blessed Spirit, and the safe

keeping, w^hich is the portion of those who trust

Him with their all !
' Open thy mouth wide

i and I w411 fill it
!

' What a promise to us all !

"

I
This year (1880, Fifth month), she wrote :—

" Whether I shall be with my precious ones long,

does sometimes seem a little—more than a little

—doubtful to me. But do I not say, Even so,

come. Lord Jesus ! JFJien Thou wilt, ichere Thou
wilt, and how Thou wilt, and take me to Thyself

) for ever !

"

Of the last days there is not much to tell.

She felt that the messenger from her Lord could

not be long in coming, and each thought, and
word, and prayer were such as they would have

been if she already heard his footstep.

In the last two days her power of speech

almost failed
; but those wdio knew and loved

her feel that it is not to dying words, but to her

M 2
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whole life, to all that she wasy or (as she would

have had them say) all that the Saviour showed

of Himself in her, that they look for an evidence

that there is such a reality as a life " hid with

Christ in God."

d^^)
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JOHN M. WHITALL,

OF PHILADELPHIA.

John M. Whitall was born at Woodbury,

New Jersey, on the 4th of Eleventh month, 1800.

As a boy he abounded in fun and activity, was

ready for anything that might turn up ; was mis-

chievous, but manly, and full of generous im-

pulses ; and his boyish pranks and hair-breadth

escapes formed the theme of many a serious talk in

his native village. When he was about fifteen years

old, his father became so much reduced in his cir-

cumstances as to find it needful toremove him from

school, so that he might have his help in farming.

He threw himself into this occupation with great

goodwill, but longed after a wider sphere, and

soon persuaded his parents to let him go to sea,

for which he had contracted a desire from inter-

course with some of his cousins, who were sailors.

He commenced his seafaring life in 1816, as an

apprentice on board the William Savery, then

bound for Calcutta.

With characteristic energy he threw himself

heart and soul into the duties of his new life, and

was foramost among the boys on board in being

ready for everything that was to be done. While
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the other boys would shirk their work if the

could, he was eager to take upon himself all that th

ship's officers would permit, and this hearty wi]

to work soon gave him such a character, tha

when difficult and dangerous duties were to be ac

complished, he was generally detailed to perforn

them. This gratified his youthful ambition greatly

and paved the way for his speedy promotion.

His naturally joyous temperament renderec

it very easy for him to be attracted into some qi

the evil ways of seamen, and as the example oj

some of his young companions on his first voyages

was very debasing, he soon found himself joining

with them in their foll}^, and even, to some extent,

in their profanity
; but in his '' Eeminiscences "

he writes :—" Through the adorable watchful

care of God our Saviour, I was preserved from

greater vices, and to His praise be it ascribed

that I never was fond of intoxicating liquors of

any kind, nor of tobacco."

His second voyage was in the same ship, from

Charleston to Liverpool, and was memorable to

him as the time when he experienced a remark-

able change of heart, by which he became truly

converted to God. The following is his own record

of this happy change :—" On one of my voyages

from Charleston to Liverpool, there was a pas-
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senger named Hay. He took a fancy to me and

4o a young man a little older than myself, and one

day gave us a Bible between ns. As we each had

one already, we agreed to toss np for it. It fell

to my lot and was placed in my chest, where it

quietly remained until on our return passage,

when the thought struck me that it would be a

nice thing to tell at home that I had read the

Bible through. Thus it was through the appa-

rent accident of a toss-up, and remembering the

Bible, and wishing to say it had been read, that I

began the New Testament, having no other desire

than to apj^ear good ; for during all these years I

had lived a heedless, careless life, and without

God in the world. Yet now it pleased Him who

is rich in mercy, to reveal Himself to my poor

lost heart as an awful reprover for sin, giving me

to see my undone condition. Almost the horrors

of death and hefl seized upon me, and I feared

being for ever lost. Oh ! the desperate sorrow

and grief that possessed me ! None can know it

but those who have tasted thereof. However,

after this deep baptism of the Spirit had reduced

me and brought me low, it pleased my Heavenly

Father to lift up the light of His countenance

upon me, and give me a sense of forgiveness.

And then the joy and peace that were my portion



130 ANNUAL MONITOR.

no tongue can describe. Only those who have

enjoyed the same blessed privilege can know it.

I found my inclinations totally changed ; no

longer delighting in foolish talking, jesting, and

such like ; no more joining my shipmates in their

folly, telling long yarns and so forth ; but kept

much to myself and in seeking after God. I was

a wonder to many. Such a change in one who

aforetime was full of fun and lightness created

surprise. But my fellow-seamen treated me with

great respect, appreciating in some degree the cause
'

of the change. How can a poor worm of the dust

enough commemorate the praise of Him who thus
,

granted tome the new birth, now in my eighteenth
j

year ? Gracious Lord, accept my poor thanks !"

Great was the rejoicing of the home circle

when on his return they heard of the happy

change. His mother saw of the travail of her

soul and was satisfied, because her many prayers

for her boy were answered ; and a sister, who had

experienced a like visitation of heavenly grace,

entered into sympathy with him in his religious

life. In talking with his friends of what had

occurred he could never tell how it was, but that

he cried unto the Lord and He heard him, and

gave him a sense of His forgiveness and His love.

And this sense never left him through all the
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varying experiences of the remaining fifty-nine

jyears of his life. He had his seasons of dis-

icouragement, and times of sorrow for failure and

wandering ; bnt he never seems to have lost this

blessed sense of forgiveness, or to have enter-

tained a doubt of his being always surrounded by

^the Lord's love and care. Often he would say of

jhimself that he felt very poor, and stripped, and

^unworthy, yet would always add, " but the Lord

ris very good, and my trust is in Him."

He soon discovered that he needed a Saviour

from the power as well as from the guilt of sin
;

for in his nineteenth year he says that in the

hurry and bustle of work he did sometimes use a

bad word, which caused him grief and distress.

But on going to his Heavenly Father with the

matter. He told him to pray for help, which he

most earnestly did. And from that time this

temptation was entirely removed, excepting on

jne very trying occasion, when one single word

^scaped his lips. He thus learned that the Lord

is both able and willing to save from sinning

those who trust in Him, and through all his

future career he availed himself continually of

:his " way of escape."

His painstaking application to his duties

-o<jn resulted in his promotion, and before he was



132 ANNUAL MONITOR.

twenty-one years old he was appointed to the

office of second mate. As this gave him a place in

the cabin as well as more time when he could be

alone, he began to keep a diary, which reveals the

earnestness of his strivings after that which is

holy, and pure, and good. He was much tried

with an impetuous temper, and often records his

sorrow at having given way to it, and his heart-

felt longings to be delivered from this besetment.

He learned by experience that it is by watchful-

ness unto prayer continually, and much waiting

upon the Lord, that a sinful man can gain the

victory over such tendencies to evil. And as he

advanced in years his disposition became so

softened by the grace of God, that in later life he

seemed tohave no trace of his earlyimpetuosity left.

His birthright was in the Society of Friends;

but, as is the case with so many, his attachment

to this profession in early lifewas a matter rather of

circumstance than of conviction. When, however,

he was in Calcutta in 1821, ha^dng attended at a

Baptist place of worship and found that he could

not fully enjoy a meeting where no opportunity

was afforded for silent waiting upon the Lord,

and for that communion of soul with Him which

he felt to be the very substance of true worship,

he became firmly convinced that the profession
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made Ly Friends was the right one for him. And
jas he grew in experience he became a staunch

.Friend, and was very loyal to both the doctrines

and practices of the Society.

At the age of twenty-two he thus writes :

—

While at home after my fifth voyage, I believed

it right to adopt the plain dress and language of

Friends. While imder the conviction of its beinj?

•ight, and fearing I should lose my employment
if I did so, I met with Samuel Bettle, Sen., who,

ithout knowing the distressed state of my mind,

bold me if I was faithful to what I felt to be

Ight, the Lord would make a way for me where
;here seemed to be no way ; which indeed He
iid, giving me favour in the sight of my em-

ployers, much to my comfort. Hearing of the

ship America, Captain Isaiah Eldridge, as need-

ng a chief mate, I borrowed a plain coat of my
'riend James Cox, my own not being ready, and
Jailed to see Captain Eldridge, telling him I

;ould not " Mr." and " Sir " him, as was common;
o which he kindly replied that it would be only

nine days' wonder, and at once engaged me as

irst mate. Thus my prayer was answered, and a

vaj made for me where I saw no way; praised for

ver be the name of the Lord !

"

Captain Eldridge, however, mistook his man;

N
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sat down alone to wait upon the Lord, he felt

such a baptising sense of His holy presence, and
so strong a belief that this silent waiting was
owned of the Lord, and was the way to find and
know Him, that it continued to be his practice

ever afterwards, oftener than the returning day, to

observe a season of thus waiting upon Him. This

seemed to introduce his soul into a conscious

communion with the Lord, which never failed

him afterwards.

From this time it became his unvarying prac-

tice to refer to the Lord for direction in every step

of importance in his life, and to act in accordance

with what he believed to be shown him by the

Holy Spirit to be the will of God.

It was thus that after making tvv^o voyages

as first mate of the ship America, he felt

impressed with the belief that it was right for

him to relinquish that ai^pointment. He had

cause to be very thankful that he had yielded to

this impression, for the next voyage of that

vessel was very tedious and disastrous, whilst his

remaining at home led to his being appointed,

when only twenty-four year of age, to the com-

mand of an East Indiaman, the largest vessel

sailing from Philadelphia at that time.

In his " Reminiscences," he says :

—

'^ After
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the command had been conferred upon me, some

Friends for whom I had great esteem, were very

much concerned lest I shoukl lose my right of

membership in the Society, in consequence of

being master of an Indiaman, which would have

to pass through seas infested by pirates, thereby

making it probable that arms w^ould have to be

used in defence. This, of course, brought me

into great trouble of mind. But, according to

my usual practice in all straits, I laid the matter

before my Heavenly Father, who in unutterable

mercy and kindness gave me to see that I might

go as captain in that ship, and that no arms would

have to be used; of which I informed my friends.

But they still insisted that I was mistaken in

accepting this position. This again brought me

into distress, as I very highly valued their judg-

ment. Upon again bringing the matter before

he Lord, He in mercy, as in the case of Gideon

of old, gave me a second time an assurance that

it was right for me to go as captain. After this I

felt no more hesitation about the matter, and the

result proved that their fears were groundless,

and that my decision was right."

He retained his post as captain of this vessel,

the Neio Jersey, for more than four years. He

was singularly successful as a navigator, some-

N 2
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times making very rapid passages as things went

in those days, his prosperity in this matter being

often manifestly the result of his trustful confi-

dence in the guidance of his Father in Heaven.

He maintained a strict discipline among those

under his command, not allowing the officers to

use rough language to the crew, and requiring all

on board entirely to abstain from profanity. The
authority he had among his men, many of whom
were greatly his seniors, was surprising to him-

self, and he had very little difficulty in the

government of the ship. This he attributed to

the goodness of his Heavenly Father, who gave

him the position, and helped him with His

directing care and counsel on many trying occa-

sions. He established a meeting for his officers

and crew on First days, in which he read the

Scriptures to them, and joined with them in

silent waiting upon the Lord.

In one of his voyages to China, he left Phila-

delphia so late in the year, that according to long

established theory and practice it would be need-

ful for him on nearing China to take an Eastern

and much longer passage, and approach Canton

from the Pacific Ocean, instead of sailing through

the Straits of Sunda and the China Seas in the

teeth of the north-east monsoon which would



JOHN M. WHITALL. 139

then prevail. Eeaching the Straits after a rapid

voyage, he felt disposed to try the shorter route,

and laying the matter before the Lord he received

from Him what he accepted as an evidence that

he might safeh^ make the attempt. Therefore,

committing his way to the Lord and trusting in

Him, he went forward, and though he met ^vith

baffling winds and difficult navigation, yet, in

the end, he reached Canton three weeks before

another vessel which had started from home

three weeks earlier, and had disposed of his

cargo before she arrived. Thus he also estab-

lished the fact that this shorter voyage was

practicable, and his example has since then been

commonly followed. His last voyage, which

was again to China, was very successful, and on

his return his ship was the last to leave Canton,

but the first to reach home, and therefore, as

there were no electric telegraphs in those days, he

was the first to report his own arrival out.

He had for some time been wishing to leave

the sea and settle on land, and on his return from

this voyage he was met with the intelligence of

the death of the owner of the ship, which was

consequently sold, and he was released from his

position. He therefore began at once to look

'ound for some business. He had saved a con-
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siderable sum of money whilst at sea, and afte

first appropriating a large part of tins to clea

away a debt of his father's, with the remainder;

ill 1829, he entered into the dry goods busines!

in partnership with a Friend.

And now, being settled on shore with hoper

of comfortable maintenance, he asked for and

obtained the hand of Mary Tatum, who lived

near his native town of Woodbiiry, and w^hose

father had felt so mnch concern at J. M. Whit-

all's boyish freaks and hairbreadth escapes, that

he felt it his duty to call and warn his parents of

the risks he was continually running. They were

happily married on the 11th of Fifth month,

1830, and settled at Philadelphia. Mary Whitall

w\as a woman of singular attractiveness both in

person and character, and won and deservedly

retained the most devoted affection of her hus-

band throughout their long union of forty-seven

years. She entered fully into all his interests,

and warmly sympathised with him in that allegi-

ance to and dependence upon the Lord which so

marked his life. She, too, took her place of much

usefulness in the Church, in which she became

truly a nursing mother to many ; and w^hen, after

surviving her husband for about two years, she

was called away, she left behind many deeply
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I,

mourning her loss, and feeling that her vacant

}, place would not soon be filled.

I

John M. Whitall had now fully entered upon

f
the life of a man of business with its many cares,

!, responsibilities, and uncertainties. As he had done

; whilst at sea, so now he continually sought for

if and followed what he believed to be the guiding

ii hand of his Father in Heaven. But in entering

\ upon the dry goods business soon after lea^^ing

! the sea, he had never felt quite clear that this

•$ step was in accordance with the divine will ; and

.- the result convinced him that it would have been

:;
better for him to wait for clearer direction ; for

\ after several years of much anxiety and trouble,

^ at the time of a commercial crisis and panic, he

was obliged to close up the business at great loss

to himself, and paying his creditors only seventy-

five cents in the dollar. But sterling integrity

was for him an essential part of Christianity, and

therefore, although by human law set free from

further indebtedness, he felt that he should regard

nothing as his own, except in so far as to meet

the absolute necessities of himself and his family,

until not a cent remained unpaid. One of his

favourite sayings was that " the best investment

a man could make of his money was to pay his

debts."
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A few years after the failure of his busi-

ness, he was invited to enter into an esta-

blished glass manufactory, and after consider-

ing the matter and asking divine direction he

accepted the offer, and soon found his right place

in the concern, which went on and prospered.

Writing respecting this undertaking he says :—

"Who ever trusted in the Lord and was con-

founded ? I can truly say I never was. Often

when starting from home on business tours,

discouragments seemed almost to overwhelm me,
j

competition was so powerful. Yet through it all,
\

as I kept near my Heavenly Father, I often felt
\

His encouraging presence, which was truly a great I

support. In all the trials of my life He has been

my help and my stay ; and when, in seasons of

great distress. He has been pleased to lift up the

light of His blessed countenance upon me, who

can describe the joy and peace that followed ? If

the Lord be for us, who can be against us ?

"

The glass works into which he had entered in

1838 increased in prosperity, and became a lucra-

tive concern ; and his partners in it withdrew one

after another, till in 1845 J. M. W. was left sole

proprietor, and now saw the way to comfortable

competence. But this tide of prosperity did

not lead him into forgetfulness of his indebted-
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ness to former creditors ; so that Loth he and

his wife continued to practise rigid economy,

denying themselves and withholding from their

children many gratifications which their circum-

stances would have seemed fully to allow them.

They continued to feel that until all past debts

were fully paid, the money which they possessed

was not their own, and they longed for the time

to come when they should he able to clear aw^ay

this burden. At length, in 1850, the much-wished

for time came, and J. M. Whitall was able to pay

everyone of his early creditors in full, principal

and interest. He says of this event :
—" In the year

1850 was settled the twenty-five per cent, ofmy old

debts, wdth the interest, amounting altogether to

over 50,000 dollars, to the great satisfaction of my
late creditors, who sent me a costly pitcher and

salver suitably inscribed. I value this only as

an evidence that my creditors appreciated my
motives. It is cause of deep gratitude and praise

to our Heavenly Father, that He gave me the

means, and also the mind and will, to pay so

large an amount. Truly I felt an inexpressible

pleasure in sending the cash, principal and

interest, to those who had lost by me."

This upright Christian conduct, unhappily very

nnusual under such circumstances, created con-
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siderable sensation in commercial circles at the

time, and numerous articles appeared in the.

Philadelphia press, speaking of J. M. W. as the

"honest Quaker merchant." But where is the

merchant who is truly a Christian, that is a

faithful follower of Christ, who could act other-

wise than as he did, without ignoring thei

golden rule of Him who said, " Therefore, all

things whatsover ye would that men should do

to you, do ye even so to them." The world and .

the Church greatly need more of such sterling

Christian integrity.

Soon after he had thus cleared himself from

debt he removed with his family to a com-

modious house in Filbert Street, Philadelphia,

where he continued to reside for the rest of his

life. His family consisted of three daughters and

one son, another little boy having died when very

young. His children were devotedly attached to

him, and regarded him with unbounded admira-

tion. He retained in middle and even advanced

life a large measure of the love of fun and frolic

which marked his boyish years, and thus was

always ready to enter into their enjoyments and

pastimes, and made himself entirely a companion

to them. His youngest daughter thus describes

some of her recollections of him in their early
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years :
— '^ Our father's return home from his

counting-room in the evening was a daily re-

curring joy to us, and was looked forward to as

the brightest time of all. Our little heads were

generally to be seen peeping out of the front door

every few minutes about the usual time for his

return, watching for the first sign of the well-

beloved face in the distance. Then, when he

finally arrived, came the shout of childish joy,

and plenty of hugs and kisses, and after the first

eager question, " Where's mother ? " had been

answered, the next thing was a game of romps,

with all of us hanging around him and climbing

over him, our cup of happiness full to the brim

with his companionship. Then, when the supper

bell rang, I can almost see him now, tottering

down stairs to the dining-room, with our brother

in one arm and me in the other, and Hannah and

Sally hanging on to his coat-tails. After supper

came romps again, and then we were carried and

coaxed off to bed, and undressed and tucked up by

our lovely father-nurse, who thus relieved our

dear mother for a little rest, after the tender and

watchful care she had taken of us all day in his

absence. And he would leave us at last to a happy

Bleep, made all the happier by the consciousness

we had of his nightly unuttered but never omitted

prayer beside our beds." o
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Another daughter writes :
—" Our father used to

say that he believed in everybody having a happy

childhood ' tucked under their jacket,' for he

was convinced it made a better manhood and

womanhood. And he and our dear mother took

care that our lives should be blessed with this

priceless boon. In looking back it seems to me

there was absolutely no cloud over my childhood's

sky. Troubles dark enough clouded the skies of

our parents, but they never touched us ; and

through all the cares and self-denials of their

years of poverty, we children were as free from

care as the birds or the lilies, and had our neces-

sary crosses so sweetened to us by love that we

never were even conscious of their existence."

And these happy childrenhad Christian parents

too, who were earnestly anxious to train them up

in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. It

will be readily believed that J. M. W.'s Chris-

tianity was no solemn gloomy thing, but that

rather it added brightness and attractiveness to

his character. He often said that if any one had

a right to be happy and cheerful, the Christian

surely had. His religion entered into and was

inseparably a part of his daily life. In all its

dithculties and uncertainties his Heavenly Father

was his refnge and counsellor and guide. A
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special feature of his religion was the reality of

his inward conimnnion with the Lord. Soon

after his soul had first fonnd peace in the con-

scious forgiveness of his sins, he began to pray

earnestly for the baptism of the Holy Spirit,

which he saw promised in the Bible, and which

lie had been brought up to believe in as a blessed

reality. And one day, when sitting on the deck

of his ship, silently waiting upon the Lord, he

received this " promise of the Father " definitely

and consciously, filling his whole being with

floods of joy and peace. From that time his life

was one of very near and intimate communion

with the indwelling Comforter, who had thus

come and taken up His abode in his heart. His

favourite text was, " Draw nigh unto God, and

He will draw nigh unto you." So often did He
quote this, that his children called it " Father's

text," and one of them writes :
—" From my earliest

childhood I can remember coming upon him

many times a day, sitting quietly alone in his

arm-chair, waiting upon the Lord. We children

used to say that ' Father w^as having one of his

little meetings,' but we hardly understood then

withwhom those meetings were held, even with the

Lord Himself, who did indeed draw nigh to this

faithful seeking heart. When- 1 grew older, and
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could understand what it meant, my father told

me that he never felt as if he could begin or end

the day safely or comfortably until he had felt

the sensible presence of his Lord and Saviour
;

and he always waited in these times of retirement

until this was granted. No matter where he was

or who were present, regularly, morning and

evening, he would go away from the rest of the

party, and would wait in silence before the Lord,

until His manifested presence was vouchsafed to

him ; and many times have I seen him afterwards

dry his tear-soaked handkerchief before the fire.

I remember very well that when the time came

in my own experience that I first fully discovered

the truth concerning a. life of continual trust in

the Lord Jesus for everything, I at once said to

myself that this must be the secret of my father's

life ; and at the earliest opportunity I told him

of my new experience and said, ' Now, father, is

not this the secret of thy life, and the source of

thy strength ?
' 1 shall never forget his reply,

—

' Why, of course it is, daughter,' he said, with a

joyous ring of triumph in his voice ;
^ I know of

no other way to live. And I do know,' he added

reverentially, ' what it is, when the enemy

comes in like a flood ' for the Lord to lift up His

standard against him, and drive him away."
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In 1861, after all his children were married,

and had left the parental roof, John M. Whitall

had a severe illness, which at one time seemed

likely to terminate fatally. With this prospect

before him, he said he was entirely resigned to

the will of the Lord, either to go, and be received,

through the mercy of his dear Saviour, into heaven,

or to stay and battle with life longer. He spoke

of the imperfections of his life, and said that he

had often transgressed, but many times repeated

that his trust was in the Lord alone; saying, "All

dependence upon myself has been taken away,

and I trust entirely to the love and mercy of

my dear Saviour."

The appointed span of his life, however, had

not yet been measured out ; and he slowly, but

surely, regained his wonted vigour, and again

entered upon life's duties and responsibilities.

In the year 1862 Mary Whitall commenced

a work of Christian benevolence amongst the poor

in a low part of Philadelphia. There was much

that deeply interested her husband in the work,

and it led to his establishing a mission-school for

adult coloured people, to the care and conducting

of which he devoted himself with lively interest

and much earnestness, until failing health com

pelled him to relinquish it. The school was

o 2
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largely attended at first by " contrabands," as the

coloured fugitives from the Southern States were

called, for it was commenced during the time of the

war ; and their eagerness to learn made it a great

pleasure to teach them. But there were also

many poor coloured people of the city present,

the number in attendance averaging from 150

to 200. J. M. W. bore the entire expense of

the work himself, and always personally super-

intended it ; but he was assisted by a company of

faithful teachers, and for some years Mary Whitall

shared with him in the management. The yearly

reports of the work, which were presented to the

conference of Friends' First-day School Associa-

tion of Philadelphia, were often deeply interest-

ing, and contained records of many cases which

showed how the divine blessing attended this

labour of love. In the report for 1873 occurs the

following passage :

—

"The principal object of our school is to

direct our scholars to the Lord Jesus Christ as

their Saviour to save them, their Shepherd

to care for them and lead them, and their King

to rule them. Realising that every need of

men of all conditions, and especially of a class

so poor and helpless as these are, can be supplied

only by Christ, and that in Him they can be more
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than siipplie<l, we desire, above everything else,

to turn their eyes and their thoughts to the One

who ^ can speak to their condition,' and who never

casts out any that come to Him. In plain and

simple language we seek to present the glad

tidings of forgiveness of sin, through the cleansing

power of His precious blood, to those who have

been brought by the blessed Holy Spirit to know

themselves to be sinners. And to those who have

thus, by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, been born

again into the family and household of God, we

endeavour to point out the need of practical

holiness, and to exhort them to seek to know for

themselves an entire conformity to the will of God

in all things ; teaching them that, as they have

received Christ, so they must walk in Him, by a

daily and hourly faith in His power to save from

sinning."

Such was the aim and endeavour of John M.

Whitall and his associates in this service for their

Lord, and of the very many instances showing the

success attending their efforts which are recorded

in the reports the following are examples :

—

"One old scholar of eighty, who is very

regular in her attendance at the school, was found

when visited in her home, to be poor indeed as

igards this world's goods, but rich in faith, and
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an heir of an eternal inheritance. Upon being

asked how she was prospering, she replied, * Oh,

honey ; I find the Lord all sufficient. He fills

my heart with His love. He keeps me day by

day, and never leaves me to suffer. Often when

I get up in the morning everything looks dark
;

but I ask the Lord to send relief, and, honey. He

sends it. Don't Mr. Whitall tell us to ask the

Lord for what we want, and if we are faithful

He will hear our cry ? and I know it is so. He

always hears my prayers, bless His name ! I will

trust Him.'"

Another old woman, when visited by some

of the teachers, received them with great delight,

saying, " I loves to see any one that is so kind as

to come to that blessed school to talk to us. Why.

honeys," she added, " when dey tells dere about

de blessed Saviour, and how He cares for us and

loves us, I gets so happy dat I hardly knows

whether I am in de body or out of it, and I can't

hardly keep myself in. I feels like I must run

out into de street and shout, 'cause you knows

Mr. Whitall won't let us shout in de school."

In the year 1865, John M. Whitall felt that

he had accumulated as much property as was

right, and therefore retired from business, and

thus records his doing so :

—



JOHN M. WHITALL. 153

" First month, 1865, found me a free man

from all mercantile pursuits ; and now, two-and-

a-half years ha^dng since passed, I can acknow-

ledge that no schoolboy ever more enjoyed his

vacation than I have my release from what for

Itwenty-seven years in the glass manufacture had

closely occupied my mind. And now, Seventh

month 14th, 1867, 1 would humbly and reverently

return to the Lord my God the thanks and praises

that are His due. Who can recount His many

tender mercies to those who love and trust Him ?
"

This release from business left him at liberty

» enter more actively into many public works,

mong these none occupied more of his time and

.ttention than his duties as a guardian of the

)oor for Philadelphia, especially from the time

vhen, in 1867, he was elected President of the

3oard of Guardians. In this capacity he watched

ver all the details of the management of the

ery extensive almshouse in the city, which gives

icommodation to upwards of three thousand in-

nates, including officers. The frequent occur-

ence and spreading of disease in its wards led

im to turn his attention to the important subject

f ventilation ; and by a series of carefully con-

noted experiments, he became fully convinced

at in order to maintain a wholesome atmosphere
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in a ward or apartment, tlie air shonlcl be drawn

out not from the ceiling but from the floor. After

fnlly satisfying himself of the correctness of this

principle, he had arrangements made for bringing

it into practical operation throughout the whole

establishment, and this was attended with results

strikingly beneficial to the health of the inmates.

Ophthalmia had previously prevailed in a very

trying degree amongst the children, but now it

:

altogether disappeared. Cases of cholera, small-

pox, typhus and other fevers, appeared or were

introduced without spreading, whilst previously

these diseases had often spread and caused great

mortality ; and erysipelas and hospital gangrene

gradually disappeared and became things of the

past.

Besides attending to the temporal concerns

of the almshouse, he was deeply interested in

the spiritual welfare of the inmates, and spent

much time in visiting them in the wards, and

trying to give them help and comfort. One who

witnessed his work there writes :
—" For long

months of wearisome pain and anguish an aged

coloured woman sometimes sat, but more fre-

quently lay, in a bed in one of the surgical wards

of the almshouse. Her afflictions were intense ;

her bodilv sufferings being much increased by



JOHN M. WHITALL. 155

the sense of guilt which oppressed her soul. The

president of the Board of Guardians, John M.

Whitall, whose noble heart has long been enlisted

in the cause of Christian charity, came into the

ward to see and sympathise with this sufferer.

He soon learned that she was in deep concern

about her spiritual condition. He told her the

simple story of the Cross, and instructed her in

the way of salvation by faith in the blessed

Jesus, While he thus pointed her to the Lamb

of God, her whole soul seemed to be filled with

the love of Christ, and her hope became as clear

as the morning. She rejoiced in the assurance of

pardon, and her peace was perfect.

" A few days after her conversion, I found

this man of God who had been the happy instru-

ment of her salvation again sitting at her bed-

side, speaking words of comfort to her, to cheer

her in her deep afflictions. She was in the most

excruciating agony of body, but her soul was

happy in the love of Christ. While some of

us around her bed sang ^ There is rest for the

weary,' and other words of sacred song, she gave

evidence of a triumphant hope in Him who
* hath power on earth to forgive sins,' and whose

blood cleanseth from all unrighteousness.

" After conmiending the dying woman to my



156 ANNUAL MONITOR.

special care, Mr. Wliitall bade Mary a final fare-

well, saying to her, ^ Wlien we next meet it will

before the throne.' Will not this woman be a

star in the crown of him who led her to Jesus \

And will they not both be jewels in the glorious

i

crown of Him who is King of Kings, and Lord of

Lords ?

"

His public engagements did not, however,

prevent John M. Whitall from endeavouring

faithfully to serve the interests of the Society of

Friends to which he continued to be warmly^

attached in the midst of all the trials through i

which it had to pass during his middle and later

Hfe. Taking his stand on what he believed to be

the side of truth and justice, he strove to main-

tain a spirit of true love, and was thus preserved

from the root of bitterness into which it is so easy \

to fall in times of religious controversy. He was

diligent in the attendance of meetings, and not

unfrequently felt constrained to exhort his friends

to cultivate watchfulness, trustfulness, and love,

and to encourage them to be often drawing near i

in spirit to the Lord, in the assurance that this

would bring His blessing to their souls. Both he

and Mary Whitall were lovers of hospitality, and i|

were not forgetful to entertain strangers, espe- i

cially such as came in the Lord's service, many
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of whom found their hospitable home a haven of

rest, amid much that brought them into spiritual

trial and conflict.

J. M. W. entered largely into the spirit of our

Lord's teaching when He exhorted His followers to

make the poor and needy the objects of their

kindly ministrations. It was a real pleasure to

him to find out cases of special need, and quietly,

but liberally, to extend to them the hand of sympa-

thy and help. One Friend writes :

—

"Never shaU I forget the gift of a very com-

plete standing writing-desk sent to me anony-

mously, when long-continued sickness in the

family had depressed all my powers, both mental

and physical ; and to this day I can almost feel

again the cheer it brought. As I received it I

said at once, ' No one but John M. Whitall could

have done this.' And when I taxed him with it

he could not deny it. But most truly did he

desire his alms to be in secret. When in Venice

I visited the American Consul. He seemed worn

with service, and I said, ' Thee must often wish

to be back in America.' ' For one thing I do,' he

replied, ' and that is to thank Captain Whitall for

his words of cheer, and his practical assistance at

a time of business difficulty.' And as tears flowed

over his cheeks at the recollection of the kindness
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bestowed upon liim, I saw how much he felt had

been given in the name of the Lord."

In 1868 he began to feel the infirmities of ad-

vancing years, and had to bear the sore trial of en-

tirely losing the sight of one eye, and being seriously \

threatened with total blindness. He endured this

affliction with serene and patient acquiescence in

the will of his Heavenly Father. Writing to his

brother in reference to it, he says, " In conse-

quence of the weakness of my eyes I have been i

obliged to cease writing and reading altogether ;

but of what consequence is all tliis, provided, as ;

my outward man faileth, my inward man is re-

newed day by day ? which I am sure will be the

case if only I am diligent in seeking after and

waiting upon the Lord." Happily, how^ever, the

second eye regained its power, and few who

witnessed the energy and activity of his life

during several following years would have sup-

posed that he was deprived of half his power of

vision. Four families of grandchildren were now
growing up around him, and with them he was

as kindly loving and as great a favourite as he

had been with their parents.

In 1874 his physical powers began very per-

ceptibly to fail, and he experienced a slight attack

of paralysis, which affected his power of speech,
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and induced muscular weakness in other ways.

He rallied from this, however, so far as to be able

to walk and travel without serious inconvenience.

A more severe attack in the following year left

him much more enfeebled, but on recovering from

it he was still able to superintend the work of

his coloured mission school. It was, however,

evident that week by week, and month by month,

his strength failed more and more; but at the same

time he seemed to grow in gentleness and sweet-

ness of spirit, and in patient acquiescence in his

gradually increasing infirmities and weakness
;

and it was a touching lesson to see the strong

man, who had been accustomed to lead and com-

mand, now meekly taking the place of a child,

and consenting, without a murmur, to be led and

guided and cared for. His life-long trust in God

his Saviour did not fail him now, and so he could

say, " My flesh and my heart faileth, but God is

the strength of my heart and my portion for

ever."

During the spring of 1877 he became very

feeble, and as one who had nothing more to do on

earth but to die. He spoke but little, and yet

every now and then his old playfulness would

gleam out for a moment. Unable to read himself,

he loved to have the Bible read to him, and his
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clear remembrance of its contents sometimes

surprised tliose about him. In the Fifth month

it was thought well to remove him to his cottage

on the sea-shore at Atlantic City. But his

strength had too far failed to enable him to reap

the hoped-for benefit from the change, and on

the morning of the 12th of Sixth month, as gently

as a little child falling asleep in loving arms, did

his spirit pass from earth to heaven, and, as we

reverently believe,- receive the glad welcome,

" Enter thou into the joy of thy Lord."

"Whose faith follow, considering the end

of his conversation, Jesus Christ, the same yester-

day, to-day, and for ever."

" Lives of good men all remind us,

We may make our Hves sublime,

And, departing, leave behind ns,

Footprints on the sands of time.

" Footprints that perhaps another,

Sailing o'er life's solemn main,

A forlorn and shipwrecked brother,

Seeing, may take heart again.

" Let Qs then be up and doing.

With a mind for any fate ;

Still achieving, still pursuing,

Learn to labour and to v^ait."
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THOMAS SHILLITOE.

" For ye see your calling, brethren
; how

that not many wise men after the flesh, not many
mighty, not many noble, are called: but God
hath chosen the foolish things of the world to

confound the wise ; and God hath chosen the
weak things of the world to confound the things
which are mighty

; and base things of the world,
and things which are despised, hath God chosen,
yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought
things that are : that no flesh should glory in

His presence."

This language of an inspired apostle finds

an apt illustration in the life of Thomas Shillitoe,

a man of but limited education and small means,
of feeble body and perhaps still more feeble mind,
so that the reader of his autobiography can scarce

refrain from a smile at the childish weakness
sometimes exhibited in the record ; so timid that
the sudden sight of a mouse in his room made
him ill

; and so nervously fanciful that it is said
he sometimes would not pass near the Monument
in London, lest it might fall upon him

; yet who,
in faithful- dedication to what he felt to be the

will of the Lord, was made willing to encounter

P 2
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alone the difficulties and perils of long journeys

in Europe and America, when travelling was

much less easy and safe than it is to-day ;
had

personal interviews with kings and emperors

and many other high personages, and faithfully

delivered what he believed to he the Lord's mes-

sages to them ; visited from house to house among

the most lawless populations, and stood face to

face with large companies of criminals, in prisons

where the officers in charge scarcely dared to

gather them together for the purpose ;
and lived

to an advanced age testifying to the faithfulness

and all-sufficiency of his God to those who in

humble confidence strive to do His bidding.

Thomas Shillitoe was born in Holborn,

London, in 1754. His father held the position of

librarian to the Society of Gray's Inn. When

Thomas was about twelve years old the family

removed to the " Three Tuns " public-house at

Islington. Here he was exposed to many tempta-

tions, as it fell to his lot to wait upon customers,

and he was thus thrown among associations little

calculated to promote his true welfare. First days

were his busiest days, so that he rarely attended

at any place of worship, though his parents were

members of the Established Church, and took

much pains to bring up their children in the

i
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observance of its rites. Happily for liim, how-

ever, they did not remain long in this occupation,

and in his sixteenth year he was ap]3renticed to a

I
grocer in Wapping. But here his surroundings

ii were of a very undesirable character, his master

being much addicted to drinking and company,

and wickedness abounded in the neighbourhood
;

and when he afterwards removed with his master

to a low part of Portsmouth, the temptations and

evil examples which abounded there were even

more unfavourable to the growth of anything

good in his character.

In his autobiography he says that though

these evil surroundings had nearly effected his

ruin, yet adorable mercy met with him, and

awakened in his mind a degree of serious thought-

fulness. He formed, too, an aquaintance with a

serious-minded young man, whose example

induced him to commence the attendance of a

place of worship.

His situation at Portsmouth being very dis-

tasteful to him, he obtained his discharge, and

engaged himself to a master in London, who

being a sober religiously-disposed man, became a

great help to him. Here he met with a young

man distantly related to him, who was a Friend.

With him he commenced the attendance of
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Friends' meetings on First "day mornings, but!

usually spent the afternoon in some place of

public resort or amusement. This led to his

giving greater latitude than ever to his natural

inclination. But again he was visited with the

convictions of the Holy Spirit, and brought

seriously to consider the misery into which the

path he was choosing would lead him, if he con-

tinued to pursue it. Yielding to these convictions,

he became more diligent in attending meetings in

the afternoon as well as in the morning, and of

his experience at this time he says :

—

'' The more

I gave up faithfully to these impressions of duty,

the more my desires increased after an acquaint-

ance with the Almighty, and the knowledge of

His ways ; and earnest were my prayers that in

this day of His powerful visitation in mercy

renewed to my soul, He would not leave me again,

or suffer me to become a prey to my soul's adver-

sary
; that His hand would not spare, nor His eye

pity, until an entire willingness was brought

about in me to cast down every crown at His holy

footstool. As resignation was thus brought about

in me to yield to the purifying operation of the

Holy Ghost and fire, corresponding fruits were

brought forth in me, and manifested by my out-

ward conduct. I soon found my old companion
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considered me no longer a fit one for him, and onr

intimacy ceased."

Thomas Shillitoe soon discovered that the

path of dedication to the will of the Lord is the

way of the cross. When his parents became

aware that he was attending Friends' meetings,

they were mnch displeased, and his father, after

vainly endeavouring to dissuade him from con-

tinuing to do so, told him that he would rather

have followed him to the grave than that he

should have gone amongst the Quakers ; and

ordered him at the end of seven days to quit

his house, and turn out and quack among those

with whom he had joined in profession. As he

was at this time out of employment, this brought

him into much trial and perplexity. He told his

troubles to Margaret Bell, a Friend of Devonshire

House Monthly Meeting, who, he says, became

a nursing mother to him. Through her means

he obtained a situation in a London banking-

house, upon which he was to enter on the day on

which he was to quit his father's house. Thus

the promise was fulfilled to him—" I will make

darkness light before them and crooked things

straight ; these things will I do unto them and

not forsake them."

Having from conviction adopted the appear-
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ance and manners of a Friend, he hoped that his
way in his new situation, in which most of his
associates were Friends, would be comparatively
easy. Yet, he says, " For want of keeping steadily
on the watch, I had near made shipwreck of
faith again

;
for when unfaithful, by suffering the

slavish fear of man to lord over me, I was sensible
of inward weakness following my unfaithfulness,
by the withdrawing of the quickening influence
of the Spirit and power of Christ." Thus did he
experience that it is "the little foxes that spoil
the vines, for the vines have tender grapes,"
There are many things which the world calls

little things, in which the true disciple is bound
to follow the guiding eye and inspeaking voice
of his Lord. How many there are who find thai
unfaithfulness in these " little things " spoils the
spiritual life, and mars many a promise of fruit-

fulness in the Lord's service.

A belief now sprung up in his heart that if

he were faithful to the Lord he would be called to

serve Him as a minister of the Gospel. This led
him to much earnestness in prayer, that he might
be rightly directed in so responsible a calling.

When about twenty-four years of age he first

spoke a few words in meeting. In his early ex-

perience in this work he learned that it is very
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: ueedfiil for a messenger of the Lord to be con-

jtinually and prayerfully watchful against either

i going forward in his own will and wisdom, or

I lagging behind when the command is to go for-

ward. Exercising this watchfulness nnto prayer,

he became one of the workmen who need not to be

ashamed, the evidence being often afforded that

he rightly divided the word of truth.

It was a part of his w^ork for his employers to

purchase lottery tickets for correspondents in the

country. Objecting on principle to lotteries, he

began to feel that he could not, with a clear con-

science, in any way countenance them, and that

therefore he must relinquish an occupation which

involved such recognition. Yielding to this con-

viction, though the prospect of giving up so com-

fortable a situation was not a pleasing one, he

committed his way to the Lord, and earnestly

sought for His direction as to the way in which

he must obtain a livelihood ; and he says that the

Lord heard his prayer, and pointed out to him, as

intelligibly to the ear of his soul as ever words

were to his outward ear, that he must humble

himself, and learn the trade of a shoemaker. This

unlooked-for intimation at first greatly distressed

him ; but, as it continued to be impressed on his

mind as the will of the Lord for him, he quitted
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his position at the bank, and arranged with a

shoemaker in the Borough to teach him the prac-

tical part of his trade. After spending about
eighteen months with him he commenced busi-

ness for himself in London, and soon met with
encouraging success

; but his health failing, he
removed to Tottenham, then a country village

where many Friends resided. Here his health

was soon restored, and his business prospered so

much that it became needful for him to employ
two journeymen ; "But," he says, "above all other

favours I considered it a great one, the evidence I

was favoured with that this was my right place of

settlement."

Whilst thus blessed with prosperity and
domestic comfort, having married in 1778, he
was careful to set a faithful allegiance to his

Lord before all temporal considerations, so that

when, within three years after his marriage, he
was made to believe that his Heavenly Master
called him into evangelistic service away from
home, he was ready to obey. But the prospect

of leaving his business brought him into much
perplexity. The only person he could leave in

charge of it was an assistant, whose conduct was
unsteady and who had shown signs of mental

derangement, and thus appeared entirely unfitted

,
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to be entrusted with. it. His wife kept no servant,

and her time was occupied with her little family

;

besides which she had no knowledge of the busi-

ness. The depredations of thieves, too, were

frequent in the neighbourhood. Discouraged by
dwelling upon these difficulties, he had almost

concluded that he could not yield to what he

felt called for from him, when one day, when
he was cutting out work for his men, the sense

of the divine call to service was powerfully

renewed in his mind, and at the same time the

encouraging words seemed distinctly addressed

to his spiritual ear, " I will be more than bolts

and bars to thy outward habitation, more than a

master to thy servants, for I can restrain their

wandering minds ; more than a husband to thy

wife, and a parent to thy infant children ; " at

which the knife fell from his hand and he felt

that he could no longer hesitate to give up to

the call of the Lord. In due time, with the

encouragement of his friends, he set forth on his

Masters errand to the meetings and families of

Friends in Norfolk, which occupied him about

three months. On his return he found his family

well, and his business concerns in every particu-

lar in as good order as if he had been at home,
his friends telling him how steady and diligent

Q
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his foreman had been while he was absent. Thus

he was able once more to set up an Ebenezer, and i

to say, " Hitherto the Lord has helped me."

Early in the year 1793 it was strongly im-

pressed on his mind that the Lord called him to

pay a religions visit to the king, George the

Third. The formidable nature of such an under-

taking, and the improbability of his being able to

obtain an interview, led him to shrink very much

from answering the call, and he strove to divest

his mind of the impression ; but the more he

tried to shake it off, the more firmly fixed it

became. Then he thought he might address the

king in writing, and several times sat down to do

so, but found that this was not the way of the

Lord's will. This endeavour to slip away from

under the burden of the Lord resulted in its being

for a time taken from his mind ; but there was

left in its place bitter anguish of soul, such as he

had never before experienced. This sore spiritual

chastisement brought him into submission to the

Divine will, so that when in the following year he

was again brought to feel that the Lord was calling

him to this service, he mentioned it to some of

his friends, from whom he received much sym-

pathy and encouragement.

Endeavours were used to obtain a private



THOMAS SHILLITOE. 171

interview, but in vain ; and the only way left

appeared to be to endeavour to find an oppor-

tunity of speaking to the king on the Terrace,

at Windsor. Therefore, accompanied by George

Stacey, on the 12th of Fourth month, he went to

Windsor, and, after making inquiries, was advised

that the best course would be to endeavour to see

the king in the stable-yard next morning, when

he would be preparing to go out hunting. Next

morning therefore the two Friends presented

themselves as advised. The attention of the king

being drawn to them, G. Stacey said to him,

'^ This friend of mine has something to say to the

king." On which the king stepped up to them,

raising his hat, and his attendants arranged

themselves right and left. The group occupied a

small space round the stable door. After a few

moments of silence, T. S. uttered the words,

" Hear, King ! " and then all fear was taken

away, and for about twenty minutes he spoke

what arose in his mind. This was evidently well

received by the king, the tears coursing down his

cheeks ; and after respectfully inquiring who the

speaker was, he did not go out hunting, but

returned into the castle and told the queen what

had occurred. T. Shillitoe compares his own

feelings after this interview to those of a heavily-



1*72 ANNUAL MONITOR.

laden porter wlio has reached his destination, and
laid down the load which has long galled his

shoulders. And the incident is not only interest-

ing, but instructive as an illustration of the words
of the Lord, the Good Shepherd: "And when
He putteth forth His own sheep. He goeth before

them." How else could the little unpretending

Quaker have secured the ear of one of earth's

great potentates, and how else could his simple

words have caused tears of deep feeling to trickle

down his cheeks ?

For the next ten years T. Shillitoe continued

to pursue his trade, but was frequently away
from home engaged in the Lord's work. In the

year 1805, however, a conviction arose in his

mind that the time was coming when he must
relinquish his occupation and hold himself in

readiness to undertake any missionary labour to

which the Lord might call him. He says that

the language of his Divine Master often sounded
in his inward ear, "Gather up thy wares into

thine house, for I have need of the residue of thy

days;" and that this was accompanied with an
assurance, that though the provision which he

had been able to make for the future was but as

the little meal in the barrel, and the little oil in

the cruse, yet that these should prove sufficient
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for his needs ; and that he must leave the pro-

viding for his five children's settling in life to the

loving care and providence of their Heavenly

Father. After much serious consideration he

disposed of his business ; and from this time the

record of his life consists principally of accounts

of more or less extensive missionary journeys

through England and Ireland, and in many parts

of Europe and North America.

Thomas Shillitoe was a man of very small

stature, and of a nervous temperament, subject to

an almost childish timidity that made him shrink

very much from many things which he felt called

to undertake. But as he was willing to surrender

himself to Divine disposal, he many a time expe-

rienced what it was out of weakness to be made

strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus, and

was thus enabled to accomplish much, for which

according to human judgment he was entirely

unfitted.

His travels in England were performedmostly

on foot ; and on some occasions when he found it

needful to remain for some considerable time in a

place, he engaged in gardening and agricultural

labour, " that he might not be thought to be

eating the bread of idleness." During the last

thirty years of his life he abstained entirely from

Q 2
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tlie use of alcoliolic drinks, as well as from animal

food. When temperance societies were established

he became an earnest advocate of their cause, and

was able to bear testimony to the great benefit to

his own health and strength which had resulted

from total abstinence. In his eightieth jea^v he

walked six miles to Exeter Hall, addressed a large

temperance meeting there, and walked back again

to his home at Tottenham.

During the years 1808-1811 he was exten-

sively engaged in religious service in Ireland. In

some of the large towns he felt it his duty, usually

in company with some other Friend, to visit the

drinking houses, to remonstrate with both their

keepers and frequenters against the evils abound-

ing in them, and to endeavour to win them to

thoughts of their eternal welfare. As might be

supposed, his feelings on entering upon such an

engagement were sorely tried ; and the treatment

he met with was sometimes very disturbing to

his sensitive nature ; but it was often his encou-

raging privilege to witness the restraining influ-

ence of the Lord's sensible presence in companies

of most depraved characters, and not unfrequently

to see evidence of much deep feeling on the part of

those from whom it could be little expected.

After visiting these houses in Waterford he
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could not feel clear without also visiting the

people in the markets. This he did in company

with Elizabeth Ridgway, with Thomas Jacob as

their guide. Respecting this he says :
—" We

proceeded to the ofFal market, in the entrance of

which the noise and bustle made a discouraging

impression on my mind, labouring as I was under

as great a load of depression and debility as

human nature could well bear ; but no way for a

retreat coming, we ascended some steps of a house,

much elevated above the people. After a short

pause, a few words audibly spoken so attracted

attention that the tumult ceased, and we were

soon surrounded by both sellers and buyers, whose

quiet and solid attention was very remarkable,

remaining with us until our minds were favoured

to feel the evidence of having fully discharged

ourselves. This offal market was the most feared

by Friends. We next proceeded to the Cross,

and ascended a flight of steps there. The people

surrounded us in great numbers, and soon became

quiet, affording a full opportunity for relief to our

minds. Nothing like an insult was manifested,

and many on our leaving them gave us their

blessing. Feeling ourselves clear of any further

service in this way we returned home, with hearts

contrited under a fresh sense that all things are
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indeed possible with God, who in mercy from

time to time condescends to confirm the truth

hereof in the experience of such as are willing to

be guided and led about by Him."

In 1812 he casually heard that Ann Fry, a

Friend, of Bristol, was wishing to visit in their

own houses the colliers and miners, as well as a

class of lawless and depraved men known as the

" Gang," who lived in the district of Kingswood,

near Bristol. Very much against his inclina-

tion, he felt that he must accompany her in

this arduous undertaking. They commenced the

work in the Tenth month, calling at the cottages

of the colliers and others, where they very gene-

rally met with a more open-hearted reception

than they might have expected. They saw many

cases of extreme squalour and destitution, and

many of sore affliction, and were often able to

speak words and to manifest sympathy which

called forth grateful acknowledgments from the

sufferers. Sometimes the people seemed inclined

to resent what they called their interference in

going into their houses and honestly remon-

strating with them for their evil lives ; but gene-

rally, as they continued faithfully to express what

they felt respecting them, even the most hardened

ones became softened, and confessed that they
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believed they really wished them well. They

held meetings as opportunities occurred for doing

so, which were often crowded to excess, and in

which, considering the uncultivated condition of

the people, their quiet and even serious behaviour

was remarkable. A considerable time was spent

in the district known as Cock Eoad, a few miles

from Bristol, which had been notorious for fifty

years as the head-quarters of the " Gang," who,

it was " well known, lived by plunder, robbery,

coining, horse-stealing, and every evil practice,

and who had long been a terror to the neighbour-

hood. Yet even among these depraved people a

wonderful readiness to receive the visits and to

listen to their advice was manifested. On one

occasion, as the two Friends were passing along,

two men attracted their notice, employed in

catching birds, a common daylight occupation of

the Gang, used as a cloak for their evil lives. As

they approached them the two men made off, but

T. S. succeeded in overtaking the elder of them,

and requested his company in a cottage near by,

into which the other man had made his escape.

Reaching the cottage, the woman there told them

that the man had gone out again ; but on being

reproved for her untruthfulness, she went to the

tairs and called out, " Richard, come down
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Stairs," but 110 reply came. Feeling that they
must insist on an interview, T. S. went to the foot
of the stairs and called out, " Eichard, come down
stairs, or I must come up and fetch thee down."
No reply being made, he went up and found the
man crouching behind abed ; and though he was
a large-boned strong man, in whose hands T. S.

would have been quite helpless, yet he took him I

by the collar, telling him he wanted his company,
and sent him downstairs before him, on which he
quietly sat down and listened attentively to the
plain words of advice addressed to him ; and
from the kind manner in which he and the

others parted with them, the Friends felt that

their visit had not been in vain. Thus the way
that in prospect had appeared truly formidable to

these devoted servants of the Lord, was made for

them step by step by their Good Shepherd who
had put them forth thus to serve Him.

After attending the Yearly Meeting of 1813,

Thomas Shillitoe believed that it was required of

him by his divine Master to seek for an interview

with the Prince Eegent, afterwards George the

Fourth. Formidable as the prospect appeared, he

could find no peace of mind but in giving himself

up to it ; and after he had consulted his friends

and received their encouragement to go forward.
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endeavours were made to obtain a personal inter-

view ; but these failing, he put in writing what

he felt it his duty to address to him, and waited

for a suitable opportunity of presenting it, feeling

that he must endeavour to do this in person.

The Prince being at Brighton, T. S. proceeded

thither, and succeeded in presenting his address

as the xoyal party were starting for a ride over

the Downs. The gay company at Brighton were

much disappointed by the announcement on the

following day, that festivities in honour of a royal

birthday, which had been arranged for that day,

were set aside.

In 1821, he commenced an extended journey

through parts of Holland, Norway, Germany,

and the south of France, to which he had long

felt called by the Lord. After receiving the

sanction and encouragement of his Monthly and

Quarterly Meetings, and also of the Yearly

Meeting, he thus records his feelings at the

prospect of entering upon this service :

—
" When

I was led to take a view of the accumulated

difficulties that I must expect in the prosecution

of the work before me, my soul was humbled

and bowed within me as into the very dust

;

whereby my mind became at times sorrowfully

charged with apprehension I should not have
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Strength to proceed agreeably to the expectation

I had given my friends, and thereby shamefully
expose myself. But Divine goodness appeared
for my help with this animating assurance, that

if I remained willing to become like a cork on
the mighty ocean of service which my great

Master should require of me, in the storm and
in the calm, free from the lead of human reason,

not consulting and conferring with flesh and
blood, willing to be wafted hither and thither as

the Spirit of the Lord my God should blow upon
me. He would care for me every day and every
way, so that there should be no lack of strength

to encounter all my difficulties. Here my diffi-

culties vanished."

The prospect was truly formidable for a timid,

weakly man, in his sixty-seventh year, but he
entered upon it animated with renewed confidence

by this assurance of the Lord's watchful care
;

and the lengthened record of its accomplishment

given in his journal aftbrds abundant evidence

that the promises thus made to him were re-

markably fulfilled. He sought to have his move-
ments guided by the pointings of the Divine finger

and the promptings of the Holy Spirit, both as to

thedirection he should take, the conveyance and

companionship he should employ in travelling,



THOMAS SHILLITOE. 181

and the individuals and companies lie should visit,

as well as the messages he should deliver ;
and

the record is continually occurring of his thus

being brought into contact with individuals whose

hearts were prepared to appreciate his labours,

and also with those who seemed just the right

persons to render him the help, as interpreters

and in other ways, upon which he was so greatly

dependent.

Commencing the work in Holland, he went

forward to Hamburg and Altona, and took up his

abode for some time in the latter place. He wa

much distressed in observing the ungodliness and

dissipation which characterised both towns on the

First day of the week, and felt it right to prepare

separate addresses to the inhabitants of each,

remonstrating with them for their evil practices.

When he had distributed these, and was rejoicing

in a sense of relief from a heavy burden, he was

placed under arrest in a guard-house by order of the

police-master of Altona, whohad become suspicious

of his movements, and was there detained till the

following day, when, after some interrogation, he

was liberated. He went forward by way of Kiel

to Copenhagen, where he had an interview with

the King of Denmark, and faithfully laid before

him some of those things in which he believed the

R
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true welfare of his subjects demanded the exercise

of his royal authority. His observations were

kindly received by the king. He afterwards had

very satisfactory interviews with the Queen and

Princess Eoyal, who entered freely into conversa-

tion with him, and received very kindly the ex-

hortations addressed to them.

Quitting Copenhagen, he went forward to

Norway, where he remained some months, and re-

turned by Hamburg into Germany, visiting the

Friends at Pyrmont and Minden, and thence,

through Switzerland, to the South of France. At
Lyons he was unexpectedly cheered by meeting

two women Friends from England, who shared

with him in his labours among the Friends and

others in that neighbourhood. Moving homewards

by way of Paris, he sought for an interview with

the Catholic Archbishop there, but being refused

an audience, he addressed him in writing. He
reached home in the Fourth month, 1823, after

an absence of a year and ten months.

In 1824 T. S. again personally presented an

address to the King, setting before him some of

the evils which prevailed in Hanover, and ear-

nestly pleading with him to exercise his authority •

for their removal. In the Sixth month of the

same year he commenced a second visit to the
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Continent, going by ^vay of Hamburg to Hanover

where he paid a visit to the Governor, the Duke of

Cambridge, who received him with kind courtesy.

Going forward thence he spent some time amongst

the Friends at Pyrmont and Minden. Thence

to Berlin, where he paid a very interesting

visit to the Crown Prince of Prussia. Feeling a

desire to see the prisoners in the State prison at

Spandau, he obtained from Prince Witgenstein,

who was in attendance on the king, a letter

authorising him to pay them a visit. On reach-

ing the prison he was first conducted to the

women's ward, and met a company of about eighty

of them who were much affected by what was

addressed to them, the tears streaming down their

faces. When he requested that he might now

see the men, the governor manifested much un-

willingness and agitation, pleading many reasons

why it was unsuitable to have all the men
collected together, in evident fear of what might

be the consequence. It was finally arranged that

the men should he gathered in the afternoon. As

it afterwards appeared, this delay was for the

purpose of separating many of the more formid-

able criminals from the rest. The afternoon

interview did not bring a feeling of entire satis-

faction to his mind, and when he became aware
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that he had not seen all the men, he felt that he

must seek for another meeting with all of them

together, and again obtained the requisite au-

thority. In the prospect of this second visit he

was much tried with nervous timidity, which

was not lessened by the accounts he heard of out-

breaks of lawless violence that had occurred at

Spandau, in one of which a former governor had

been murdered. Under the influence of this

fearfulness, in preparing to go to the prison he

had concluded to empty his pockets of money,

watch, pocketbook, and especially his penknife.

But he felt himself weakened for the work before

him by this manifestation of imperfect trust in

the Lord's watchful care, and therefore replaced

all these things. On going to the prison he again

found the Governor in evident alarm at what was

before him, but felt he must firmly insist on his

wish being complied with. The men were there-

fore all assembled, many of them heavily ironed,

and were first very appropriately addressed by

the Governor, and afterwards by T. S., who says

that he could not call to mind a time when he

had found greater openness to receive what he

said ; the countenances of many were very sorrow-

ful, and many were in tears. At the close he felt

he must go round the whole company and offer
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his hand to each of them. The warm pressure

with which this greeting was returned told of the

better feelings prevailing in their hearts ; and

after he had left them, their pastor, who had been

present, was deputed to express in the name of all

the men, their great thankfulness for the visit.

The -Governor, too, seemed at a loss to know how

sufficiently to manifest his kind feelings.

Whilst at Berlin T. S. obtained an interview

with the King of Prussia, to whom he presented a

petition of one of the Friends at Minden, who

was suffering because of his refusal to render

military service. The king, remarking that con-

science with him was a sacred thing, promised

that the Friend should be released.

From Berlin he proceeded to Copenhagen,

where he again had much intercourse with mem-

bers of the royal family and household ; and

thence to St. Petersburg, where he settled for the

winter, the tedium of his tarriance being much

relieved by intercourse with Daniel Wheeler and

his family, who were at that time residing in

Eussia. In coming to this place he had no clear

feeling as to what he would have to do there, and

after obtaining a lodging near the centre of the

city, for many weeks he spent his time in walking

about the streets, reading, and attending regularly
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the meetings held at Daniel Wheeler's. He soon

found that he was becoming an object of suspicion

to the police, and therefore was careful to take

his walks in the most public parts, and was very

circumspect in his conduct, so that he might avoid

giving any ground for this suspicion. During
this time, on the 19th of Eleventh month, 1824,

occurred the disastrous flood which did so much
damage to life and property in Petersburg. He
had a full opportunity of witnessing the catas-

trophe, the water rising up to the ceiling of the

ground-floor of the house where he lodged, and
he says that the silence in the city whilst the

water was at its height was most awful.

After spending three months in apparent

idleness, he felt that it would be right to endea-

vour to see the Emperor Alexander. Through

the kindness of Prince Alexander GaKtzin, the

emperor's private secretary, the needful arrange-

ments were made, and at the appointed time

he presented himself at the palace, and was

received by the emperor with great kindness.

Having replied to his enquiries alter Stephen

Grellet and William Allen, T. S. expressed to him

his sorrow at observing the notorious abuse of

the first day of the week, and felt great freedom

in speaking on things aff'ecting the welfare both of
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the people and of the emperor himself. The
latter then opened his mind fully to his visitor,

describing to him the conrse of his own religions

experience, and concluded by saying that he
should expect another visit from him before he
left the city. His second visit was of a similar

character
; he freely expressed his feelings re-

garding many things which prevailed in Russia,

which he believed detrimental to the best welfare

of the people
; amongst these he specially dwelt

on serfdom, and the punishment of the knout.

The emperor expressed much sympathy with him
in these sentiments, and on parting bade him a

very affectionate farewell. Shortly after this

he left Petersburg in company with Daniel

Wheeler, and, travelling by way of Memel and
BerKn, reached home in the Third month, 1825.

Thomas Shillitoe was now^ in his seventy-

third year, but did not yet feel that the time had
come for him to quit the field of active service for

his Master. In the Seventh month, 1826, he again

left home for an extensive journey in the United
States and Canada, his w^ork there consistino-o
principally in visiting the meetings and families

of Friends. This engagement occupied about
"^

three years, and was of a particularly trying

nature as it was accomplished just at the time of
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the serious dissensions wMch rent the Society of

Friends in America into two parties, owing to the

promulgation by Elias Hicks of doctrines entirely

at variance with divine truth as held by Friends

and contained in the New Testament. As in

former times of service T. S. endeavoured to keep

near to the Lord, and to follow the guidance of

His Holy Spirit, and thus was very often led to

speak words fitting the occasion : and though he

had to witness painful scenes of discord, and even

of violence in some of the meetiDgs, he was often

made the means of cheering and sustaining those

who strove to maintain the cause of truth as it is

in Jesus.

Eeturning in 1829 he did not leave home

again on any extended Gospel errand, but con-

tinued diligent in his attendance of meetings, and

as a watchman upon the walls of Zion, until the

close of his life. In 1832, accompanied by Peter

Bedford, he was admitted to an interview with

King William the Fourth and his Queen, con-

versing freely with each of them, and expressing

his earnest solicitude for their welfare in time

and in eternity.

In the Fifth month, 1836, he became very ill.

When in much suffering from extreme weakness,

he prayed that his faculties might remain clear
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to the last, and that he might praise his Maker

with his last breath. On receiving a message of

love from a friend, he said his love was to every-

body all the world over, even to the worst sinners

;

he loved them, but not their deeds.

In this all-embracing love, and in perfect

peace, he passed away to be for ever wdth the

Lord, on the 12th of Sixth month, 1836, aged

82 years.

'' How are Thy servants blessed, Lord !

How sure is their defence

!

Eternal wisdom is their guide,

Their help, Omnipotence."
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