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PREFACE.
AS it would give us the greatefl con-

cern, that any part of that Public,

to whom we owe fuch long-continued

and infinite obligations, fhould attribute

the latenefs of our publication, either to

an unthankful remiflncfs on our fide, or

to a prefumptuous confidence on their fa-

vour, we think it necefTary at this time

to fay a few words upon the fubjed.

Our firft confiderable failure in point

of time, proceeded from unavoidable mif-

fortune j from long and dangerous ill-

nefs y
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nefs ; a fort of interruption, which a

courfe of years muft be expected naturally

to produce. Whoever will at all confider

the nature of an annual work, of great

diverfity, attention and labour, in which

the builnefs of the coming year is con-

ftantly preffing upon the prefent, will ea-

fily conceive the difficulty of fpeedily re-

covering any confiderable portion of loft

time, ieven fuppofing things ftill to conti-

nue in their ufual and ordinary courle.

But in the inftance we mention, the oc-

cafiional delay was immediately fucceeded

by an unexpected and extraordinary ac-

ceffion of bufinefs ; which has fince con-

tinually increafed, until it has arrived at

a magnitude before unknown. Thus

the original difficulty was not only ren-

dered
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dered infurmountable, but the evil itfelf

became of neceffity greater.

If the Annual Regifter were entirely a

compilation, we iTiould have much to an*

fwer for any failure in point of time.

But the nature of the hiftorical part, does

not admit of fuch precifion. It muft, in

that refpedl, as in all others, be governed

by the importance and magnitude of its

objeds. While the ftate of public af-

fairs continues to render it the principal

and moft interefting part of our work,

we jfhall run no race againft time in its

execution. We owe too much to the

Public, to make them fo bad a return

for their favour ; we owe too much to

ourfelves, to forfeit the high reputation

in which the work now ftands abroad as

well
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well as at home. We triift that the

readers of our prefent Hiftory, will

equally acquit us of remiffnefs in the

execution, and of an undue prefump-

tion on their favour in the delay.

THE
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EUROPE.
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Hetro/peBiue <vitvj of the affairs of Europe in the year 1 779. Sinfe of

the belligerant pcvcers in Germany. Eveftt of the late campaign, in-

duces a dijpofition favourable to the pacific vienvs of the Empref-^.een ;

nxihich are farther feconded by the ?nediation of RuJJia and France. A
fufpenjion of arms publtjhed, and the Congrefs jor negociating a peace

af'embles at 1efchen. Treaty of peace concluded. Differences beiiveen

Riijfta and the Porte, threaten a neio ijuar. Aogociation conduiiedy

and a nexv convent io7i concluded, under the mediation cf the French mi^

nifter. Naval preparations by Spain. Opens the ivar ivith the Ji'ge

vf Gibraltar. France. Confequenccs cf the appointment cf M. hacker

to the government of the French finances. Succefsful expedition to the

{oafi of Africa. hieffe£lual attempt upon the Ifiand of fcrfey. Threat

of a>j invafion, and great preparations apparently for that purpofe.

French fleet fails front Bnfi, and proceeds to the coafis of Spain. Cm-
bined fleets of France and Spain enter the Britijh channel, and appear

in great force before Plymouth, Enemy quit th; channel, return again £

at lengthfinally quit the Bntijh comfis, and proceed to Brefi.

THE liticle effedl produced by if not entirely fufficient to pro-

ihe contention ot the great- duce an adual deiire ot peace oa
eft Icaderti, and of the greateil both fides, could not, however,

armies in the world, during the fail to induce a kind of languor

gampaigi of 1773, in Bohemia, and wearilbmenefs, and in fome

Voi-.^XXill, [A] conuderabl*
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confiderable degree to wear away extended to all the other ftates

that quick rclKh, and keen ap- that coinpofe the Germanic body,

retite for war, which great and Upon the whole it would alnnolt

untried force and talents, afting ieem, as if fortune, who had fo

under the fanguine hopes of yet often wonderfully befriended that

unfoilcil ambition, are fo emi- hero, and whofe apparent defer-

nently calculated to excite. tions of him in cales of great

We have heretofore Ihewn, that danger, (which were no lefs con-

this was not fo much a war of fpicuous than her favours) always

choice, as of prudence, forcfight, tended ultimately to the increafe

and political neceffity, on the fide of his fame, was now anxious to

of the King of Pruflla. He affix a new ftamp to the renown

made no claims ; he had no im- of her old favourite ; and of clo-

mediate object of enlarging his fmg his great military adlions by

dominions in view ; nor if he had, a war, in which he was to ap-

was the prefent Hate of public pear, rather as the generous pro-

affairs in any degree favourable tedor of the rights and liberties

to fuch a defign. Neither his of the Germanic body at large,

time of life, his great experience than as adling at all under the

in war, nor the full knowledge influence of any partial policy.

he had of the power and ability On the other fide, the paft

of his adverfary, were at all cal- campaign had afforded a full con-

culated to exrite a fpirit of en- vidion to the emperor, (a prince

terprize. On the contrary, the prepared for war beyond almoft

defire of fettling, improving, and any other, by the fine ftate of his

confolidating with his antient armies, and the refources of his

people and dominions, the newr own indefatigable and refolute

lubjefts and acquifitions he had fpirit) of the immenfe difficulty,

,
gained on the fide of Poland, to- of making any fuccefsful impref-

gether with that ftill ftronger fion upon fuch an adverfary as

wifh, of tranfmitting a peaceable the King of PrufTia. With fo

pofTelTion, and undiminifhed force vail a force, and afTifted by fuch

to his fucceffbr, were objefts confummate commanders, he

which tended powerfully to dif- could only aft upon the defea-

pofe him to the prelervation, fo five ; and could not prevent his

far as it could be properly and own dominions from being ren-

wifely done, of the public tranqui- dered the theatre, and being con-

lity. fequently fubjefted to all the ca-

But no motives, however co- lamities of war. It was true in-

gent, could juilify to him, in a deed, and no fmall matter of boait

political view, the admitting of in fuch a conteft, that he had fuf-

any confiderable addition of fered neither defeat nor difgrace

;

ftrength and dominion, to the that the enemy had been obliged

power of the houfe of Auftria ; to abandon Bohemia, notwith-

inore efpecially, when this addi- Handing their utmoft endeavours

tion was to eftablifh a precedent to eflabiifh a fecure footing there

of innovation and difmemberment, during the winter; and likewife,

which might ir. time be equally that the lofTes oa both fides were

pretty
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pretty equally balanced. But fenfe of religion. This difpofi-

then it was obvious, that the lea- tion, which naturally increafed

fon was the immediate cauie which with years, was farther ftrcngth-

compelled the enemy to retreat ened by the melancholy arifins

from Bohemia ; however, the from the early lois of a hufbana

good difpofitions made by the whom ihe tenderly loved ; and
emperor, which equally baffled was latterly finally confirmed by-

all the efforts made by the King the happy fettlement of her nu-

of PrufTia, for gaining his favou- merous ofispring, which freeing

rite point of a general adtion, and the mind from care and folici-

defeated his views of ebtaining tude, tended equally to wean it

any fare hold in the country, from the affairs of the world,

tended more remotely to that ef- The event of the late llruggle

Jedl. Such a view of the circum- with the King of PrulTia, not-

ftances of the campaign, could withftanding the immenle aiTif-

afford no great encouragement tance fne then received, and
to an obftinate perfeverance in which fhe could not hope now to

the conteft. A defenfive war, receive, muft have added great

however ably condufted, or how- force to thefe motives. She
ever abounding with negative could not wifh to end her life ia

fuccefs, could by no means, whe- the midlt of fuch a war. It was,
ther in point of honour or effeft, accordingly, much againft the

anfwer the parpofes for which it inclination of that great princefs

was undertaken ; and the prof- that the prcfent war was under-
pefts of changing its nature were taken ; and fhe is faid to have
confined indeed. fubmitted with the greateft re-

However numerous or cogent luftance to the opinion of her
the caufes and motives we have council, and the defire of the

afligned, or others of a fimilar emperor on that point. For,
nature, might have been on ei- although that prince could only
ther fide, for the dilcontinuance derive his means of aftion through
of an unprofitable war, they the power of his mother ; yet it

would have been found unable to would have been a matter of ex-
fubdue the ftrong paffions by ceeding difficulty to her, diredl-

which they were oppofed, if ano- ly to thwart the opinion and in-

ther, of greater power than the clinations of a fon, who was in

whole taken together, had not, the highcft degree defervedly dear
happily for Germany, and per- to her, who was to be her folcj and
haps for no fmall part of the refl immediate luccefTor, and who
of Europe, fupervencd in reftor- fcarcely flood higher in her afFec-

ing the public tranquility. The tion than in her elleem. It was
late illuftrious Maria Therefa, probably this reluctance to the
along with her other eminent war, on the fide of the Emprefs-
virtucs and great qualities,! pof- Queen, which produced thoi'e

fefl'ed at all times, however coun- various appearances, of fludua-
teradted by the operation of a high tion in the councils, or of irrcfo-

and powerful ambition, a mind lution and indccifion In the con-
ftrongly imprefTed with an aweful duit of the court of Vienna, of

[J] 2 which
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uhiJi \vc have formerly taken

notice.

The ineffedivenefs of the cam-

paign, the equal fortune of the

war, and the ceiTation of aftion

occafioned by the winter, fervcd,

all together, to produce a Hate of

temper and difpofition, which \yas

far more favourable to the pacific

views and wilhes of the emprefs,

than that which had hitherto pre-

vailed. She perceived, and feiz-

ed the opportunity ; and imme-

diately applying her powerful in-

fluence to remove the obftacles

which ftood in the way of an ac-

commodation on the one_ fide, had

foon the fatisfaclion of difcovering

that her views were well feconded,

by the temperate difpofition which

prevailed on the other.

It is however to be obferved,

that the mediation of the court

of Verfailies, and the powerful

interpofuion of the court of Peterf-

burg, contributed effentially to

further the work of peace, France

was bound by the treaty of 1756,

to aflift the court of Vienna with

a confiderable body of forces, in

cafe of a war in Germany, and

ihe had been called upon early in

the prefent conteft to fulfil that

engagement. The court of Ver-

failies was likewife difpofed to

wilh well to the houfe of Auftria

from private motives ; as well as

to cultivate and cement the new
friendfhip and alliance from pub-

lic But France being likewife a

guarantee of the treaty of Weft-

phalia, her old engagements mi-

litated totally with her new in

the prefent inftance ; flie being

thereby bound to refifl all fuch

infraflions and invafions of the

rights of the Germanic body, as

thofe which fhe was now called

GISTER, 17S0.

upon by the court of Vienna to

fupport. She muft therefore, in

any fituation, in which ihe was
not difpofed to become an abfo-

lute party in the conteft, wifh to

be relieved from this dilemma.
But her war with England, and
her views with refpedt to Ame-
rica, operated more forcibly upon
her conduct on this occafion, than

any German treaties or connec-

tions. In the contemplation and
purfuit of thefe grand and capital

objects, the neceffity of keeping
her force whole, her attention un-

divided, and of reftoring peace

upon the continent, were all equal-

ly obvious, and were all mutually

dependent. No wifdom could

forefee, or venture to prefcribe,

what unexpedled connexions and
alliances might fpring up, and

what new collifions of interefts

might take place, under a further

progrefs of the war. France could

not recolleft the ruin brought

upon her in the late war, without

.

Ihuddering at the thoughts of Ger-
many. It is not then to be v/qn-

dered, that (he was equally fin-

cere and zealous in her endea-

vours to reftore tranquility on the

continent.

The court of Peterlburg had
from the beginning fhewn and ex-

prefTcd the firongeft difapproba-

tion of the condutt, and paid no
favourable attention to the claims,

of that of Vienna ; and had early

avowed a full intention of effec-

tually fupporting the rights of the

Germanic body ; at the fame time

that preparations were actually

made, for the march of a large

body of Ruffian troops. Her
powerful interpofition, through

the medium of her miniller Prince

Pvcpnin, had no fmall effeft in

facili-
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facilitating the negociations for

peace.

Under fuch circumftances, and

the offices of fuch iiieJiators, little

doubt was to be entertained of the

event. Whether it proceeded from

a view of giving weight to their

claims in the expeded treaty, or

from anyjcaloufy in point of arms

or honour, which might have lain

behind from the preceding cam-
paign, however it was, the Au-
llrians attacked with extraordinary

vigour, and with no fmall d gree

of fuccefs, feveral of the Prulfian

polb on the fide of Silefia and the

countv ef Glatz, foon after the

commencement of the year. Tlie

livelinefs of thefe infalts did not

induce the king to any eagcrnefs

of retaliation. Points of honour

of that nature weighed but little

with him. He forefaw that an

accommodation would take place
;

and he knew that no advantages

which could now be gained would

tell in the account upon that fet-

tlemeut ; whilll a number of brave

men would be idly loft without

iv/T u .' obiedl or equivalent.
March lotn. .

-^
•,,.

^
,,An armiltice on all

'
^°'

fides was, however,

publiQied, before the feafon could

have admitted the doing of any

thing eficntial, if fuch had even

been the i^itention.

The Congrefs which was to pre-

ferve Germany, from the moll

alarming and dangerous war to

which it could have been expofed,

was held at Tefchcn in Auftrian

Silefia ; a town and dilirid, which
the emperor hid generoufly con-

fented to conftitutc; into a Duchy,
under the title of Saxe-Tefchen,
in favour of Prince Albert of Sax-
ony, upon his marriage with an
ArchDuchefs in 1765. Ac that

place, the garrifon being pre-

vioufly withdrawn, the Imperial

and Pruffian minilters, with thofc

of all the princes engaged or in-

terefted in the prefent conteft, as

well as of the two mediating pow-
ers, were afiembled, immediately

after the publication of the armif-

tice. And fo happy were the dif-

pofitions which now prevailed

among the contending parties, and

fo efficacious the endeavours of the

mediators, that the peace
j^j,^ j,,

was finally concluded in '
'

two months.

By this treaty, the late conven-

tion between the court of Vienna

and the Elector Palatine was to-

tally annulled ; and the former

reftored all the places and diftridls

which had been ieized in Bavaria,

excepting only the territory ap-

pertaining to the regency of Burg-

haufen, which was ceded to the

houfe of Auftria, as an equiva-

lent or indemnification for her

claims and pretenfions. That

court likewife gave up to the

Eleftor Palatine, all the Fiefs

which had been poffefled by the

late Eleftor of Bavaria ; and agreed

alfo to ray to the court of Saxony,

as an indemnification for the allo-

dial cflates, and ether claims oa

that fide, the fum of fix millions

of florins ;
(amounting to fome-

thing near 600,000 pounds fter-

ling) to be paid in the courfe of

twelve years, without intercft, by

iHpulated half-yearly payments.

Some ceffions were likewife made

by the eledtor, in favour of the

houfe of Saxony ; and fome equi-

valent fatisfaftion promifcd by the

emperor to the Duke of Deux
Ponts, on his fucccffion to the

double deflorate. All former

treaties between the court of

l/i] 3
Vienna
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Vienna and the King of Pruffia

were renewed and confirmed ; and

the right of the king to fucceed to

the margraviatss in the remote

younger branches of his own fa-

mily, upon the failure of iflue in

the immediate pofleflbrs, (a right

which had been only called in

queftion through the vexation of

the late contelt) was now fully

acknowledgeu and eflablifhed.

The ducal houfe of Mecklen-

biirgh was put oft" without any

other advantage in lieu of its

claims, than the promife of fonie

new privilege with reipcd to ap-

peal?.

for ever have kept open a fource

of litigation, trouble, mifchief,

and war. To which may be added,
that the ellablifliment of a fixed

and permanent barrier and boun-
dary between the two ftates, feems
to be a meafure fraught with
greater advantage to the Eleftor of
Ijavaria, as the weaker prince,

than to the Aich-Duke of Auflria,

who is lo abundantly his {uperior

in ftrength. It may likewife be
farther obferved, |!that feveral parts

of the ceded territory, were, what
may be called, debateable land ;

the titles being difputed, oppofite

claims laid, and they having beea

Upon tlie whole, few treaties of heretofore, at different times, ob

peace have been conduced upon jccls of great conteft.

more equitable principles, than Such was the early and happy
thofe which feem to have prevail-

ed in the prefent. The territory

acquired by the houfe of Auflria is

not inconiiderable ; being about

70 Englifh miles in length, and
ibmething from about half to a

third of that extent in breadth.

This acquifition lies between the

Danube, the river Inn, the Saltza,

and the borders of Auftria ; in-

cluding the towns of Scharding,

Ried, Altheim, Braunau, Burg-
haulen, Fryburg, and fome others;

forming, all together, a ftrong

barrier, and a fixed unequivocal

boundary, the limits of which are

decifively marked out by thofe

great rivers, between that arch-

duchy, and the prefent domi-
nions of Bavaria. This accelTion

termination of the German war.

A war of the greatell expedation ;

not jmore from the great power,
than from the great abilities of the
pirincipal parties.

Many circumflances attending

the late war and peace between
RufTia and the Porte, could not

fail to fow the feeds of future

difcontent, jealoufy, ill-will, and
litigation, between the parties.

Extraordinary fuccefs and triumph

on the one fide, with an equal de-

gree of lofs and difgrace on the

other, are little calculated to pro.

mote any intercourfe of friend-

fhip, or cordiality of fentiment,

among men ; nor will a recollec-

tion of the hard necefTity under

which a peace was fubfcribed.

of territory, the court of Vienna ferve at all to render palateable the

feems, however, to have purchaf-

cd at fomething about a fair price ;

p irtly to be paid in money, and
partly by a renunciation of old,

vexatious, and otherwife inextin-

guifhable claims, which however,

in general, unprodudive, would

bittcrnefs of its conditions. On
the other hand, the vlftors are

fure to confider the vanquiilied as

owing them too much. They are

apt to think, that they have al-

ways a right to claim thofe advan-

tages, which they omitted to fe-

cure
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cure in the moment of their for-

tune ; and which they look upon

as rights exifting though neglefted,

as they could not at that time

have been refuled if demanded.

The navigation of the Black

Sea, the opening the gates of the

Dardanelles and Bolphorus, fo as

to admit a free incc-rcourfe from
the White Sea to the Black, the

affairs of the Crimea, with thofe

of the Gieek dependent provinces

of Moldavia and Walachia, af-

forded the grounds of thofc dif-

putes between the two empires,

which were now rifen to fuch a

height, as feemed to render a new
war inevitable.

With refped to the firft of thefe

articles, we have formerly had
occafion to obferve, that nothing

lefs than the moll urgent neceflity,

under the prefl'ure of immediate
and imminent danger, could have
induced the Porte to admit Rufiia

to the navigation of the Black
Sea. It might be compared in

private life, but under circum-

stances of infinitely greater dan-
ger and lofs, to a furrcndcr of the

benefits, navigation and fiiheries

of a fine lake, lying in the cen-

ter of an eftate, into the hands of
a powerful and litigious neigh-
bour, who was watching only for

means and opportunities to grafp

at every part of the whole manor-
It is not then to be doubted, that

the Porte uled every poflible eva>

fion to avoid a compliance with,

and threw every obftacle in the

way which could tend to render
ineffedive, that article of the late

treaty. It feeras however, that

the Rufiiana had .notwithftanding,

with wonderful fpirit and Indullry,

very fpeedily advanced large ca-

pitals, and opened a conliaerablc

[7
commerce on that fea. Jt may
then be fairly prefumed, without
an abfolute poffeffion of fa^s, that

commercial avidity was continual-
ly increafed, in proportion to the
number, magaitude, novelty, and
value, of the objefts which were
gradually opened to its view ; and
that thus, new, and perhaps un-
reafonable claims, were as fre-

quently ilarted on the one fide,

as an indifpofition to comply with
the fair and literal terms of the

treaty, was prevalent on the other.

The fecond ground of difpute.

Teemed ftill more difficult and de-
licate. The Porte had unwilling-

ly confented by the late treaty, to

admit or acknowledge the inde-

pendence of the Crimea. That
independence mull be confidered

only as nominal. Between fuch

powers as Turkey and Ruffia,

fuch a power as the Khan of the

Crim Tartars, cannot be really

independent. The Turks were
in hopes, as- that prince and his

fubieifls are Mahometans, to weak-
en the force of that article, by their

natural inclination to the Porte.

Otherwile they would have confi-

dered their conceflion in a ilill

vvorfe light. To have thrown that

whole country, fituated as it is,

with its own and the adjoining na-

tions of Tartars, together with

the reigning family, the imme-
diate defcendanis of Tamerlane,
and in direct fuccefiion to the Ot-

toman throne, entirely into the

hands of Ruffia, were circum-

ilances exceedingly grievous to a

power, which ufed to give and

not to receive the law. Yet this

was already the difagreeable and

alarming confeqtence of that con-

celGon. For Ruffia, by a judicious

but unfparing diilribution ot pre-

IJ] 4.
/cut*
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fents amoiigtl the Tartars, and by

artfully fomenting fome divifions

which had originated within them-

felves, with rcfped to the fuc-

ceffion, had beeit able (as we
have formerly fliewn) to defeat

and depofe the reigning khan, and

to place a creature of her own, al-

though a prince of the royal blood,

in pofleflion of the nominal fove-

reignty ; whilll the government

was now in efted n^.ore dependent

upon RulTia, than it had even for-

merly been upon the Porte ; the

dcpendance being doubly fecured,

as well by a predominant fa lion

among the people, as by the difpo-

fition or attachment of the prince.

By thefe, and by other means, the

Crimea, with Little Tartary, and

the Budziac, were become fcarcely

any thing leis than provinces to

Ruflia ; or at leaft, they were as

dependent on ihat empire, as the

nature of that fingular people will

admit of their being, while they

retain any confiderable degree of

inherent ftrength.

This conduft, and thefe cir-

cumftances, which certainly mili-

tated, at lead, with the fpirit of

the late treaty, could not but give

great umbrage to the Porte ; and
afforded, if not a clear juftifica-

tion, a tolerable ground of con-

troverfy, with refpect to any flack-

nefs or non-compliance on her iide.

In fulfilling its conditions. But
they alfo afforded caufe of the moil

ferious concern and alarm. For
that peninfula, furrounded as it

is by the Black Sea, and the Pa-
lus Mceotis, and commanding the

communication between both,

would idford fuch a claim of right

to RulTia, with fuch an intereft

in^ and fuch a ftrength upon thofe
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feas, as nothing could afterward*

be capable of oppofnig.

The diiputes relative to the

Greek nominal princes, but in ef-

feft governors, of Moldavia and

Walachia, though not of a nature

fo immediately alarming and dan-

gerous as the foregoing, yet were
founded on claims, and on an in-

terference, which tended ulti-

mately to the fame point ; to the

depreciation of the Ottoman pow-
er and government, the narrowing

of its European dominion, and
the finally throwing every thing

on that fide of the Danube into

the hands of Ruilia. The at-

tachment which the Greek Chrif-

tians, who inhabit thefe provinces,

had fliewn to Ruflia in the late

war, had, along with other mo-
tives, induced her to obtain very

confiderable conceflions in their

favour at the conclufion of the

peace. The effeft of the partial

advantages granted to thefe two

provinces was fooa apparent, by
the emigration of Chriftian inha-

bitants, from thofe on the other

fide of the Danube which it na-

turally occafioned ; who, as well

as the natives, looked up to ano-

ther power, than thr.t to which

they avowed allegiance, for fa-

vour and protfftion. In order to

fecure their independence on the

Porte, Ruflia made a demand,

that thofe princes fliould not be

depofed or puniflied, (misfortunes

to which they were particularly

liable) on any pretence or account

whatever.

In fo unhappy a Rate cf weak-

nefs and difdid*:;- was that vail

and unv/eildy eirp^rr, that it might

be a queftion oi xioubt, whether

to admire W fpirit, or to ccn-
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demn the ralhnefs, which induced

the apparent refolution and vi-

gour, with which llie prepared for

war. The ill fuccei's of the late

war, had drawn out and exhibited

in their utmoft magnitude thofe

enormous diforders, which had

for fo many years been acquiring

growth, under a weak and wretch-

ed fyftcm of government. The
diftant provinces v.ere ftill torn

to pieces by faition and difitntion ;

and the oEcers of the ftate, as

well as the great men of the re-

fpective countries, were ftill, in

many inllanccs, too powerful to

be governed. To crown the cala-

mity, the plague had ia the pre-

ceding year made fuch horrible

ravages in Conftantinople, as had
not been before known in that ca-

pital, (to which it is fo frequent

a vifitor) fince its firlt acquifition

by the Ottomans. It was com-
puted that above 160,000 perfons

perifhed by that dreadful diforder,

within the- metropolis and its en-

virons.

On the other hand, though
Ruflia was confcious of the advan-

tages acquired by the late treaty,

Ihe was far from defirous of war.

That war, amidft its great and
fplendid fucceffes, had dlfcovered

fome fymptoms of internal weak-
nefs. The rcbellron of Pugatf-

chefF, was a fit which laid open
fome defeft in the coaftitution.

Befides, Ruffia probably could ne-
ver hope, with the confcnt of
other powers, to obtain advantages
equal to the viclo.ies flie might
hereafter purchafe as dearly as fhe
tiad done thofe of the preceding
war. By which, along with her
laurels, fhe brought the plague
into a country exhaulled of men
and trealurc. The emprefs was

therefore very willing to receive

any mediation, confillent with her
dignity, which in all events Ihe
was refolved not to facrifice.

France had the address to avail

herfelf of this fituation. The
French minifter was again the
friendly mediator, and the fucceff-

ful negociaior in bring;! ng about
an accommodation. And his me-
rits and Icrvices were again ho-
noured and rewarded, with fi-

milar expreflions of gratitude, and
with Similar marks of favour froci

both fides.

It was, in the firft inftance more
efpecially, a matter of no fmali

general aftonifhment, that Great
Britain, which had been fo long
and fo clofely united, in the (inSt-

eft bands of friendlhip, and ap-
parent political communion of
views and interefts, with Rufha,
and which had even gone fome ex-

traordinary length in the late wajr

in her favour, ihould not have un-
dertaken the friendly office of me-
diator ; by which means Ihe would
likewife have had an opportunity

of wearing off that, not unfound-
ed, jealoufy, which the Porte
could not but entertain of her
late conduft. On the other hand,
a llrong jealoufy had for feveral

years fubfifted between France
and Ruifia ; and their political in-

tcrelts and regards fo much clalhed

with reipeil to that war, that al!

tiic world knew, it was in a good
mealure the apprehenfion of Eng-
lanH, which prevented the. houlb

of Bourbon from taking a decided

part againil the latter, upon her
fending a fleet to the Mediterra-
nean.

Whether it was that we were
too feeble in the Mediterranean to

appear wicii any lullre in fuch a
negociacior:.
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negociation, the effeft feemed to

be, that France, for fome time at

lealt, kerned lo attain the afcen-

dant at St. Peterfburgh, and the

credit of Great Britain in that

court proportionably to decline.

m.r 1 n Wc are not en-
March 21ft.

^j^^jy ^^^^,^^^3 ^f ^j^g

conditions of the new convention

which was now figned. Concef-

lions were made on both fides ; and

matters of claim, interference,

and litigation, amicably adjuited.

Some conceffions were made by the

Porte with refped to commerce,

and fome new regulations made in

favour of its Chriflian fubjefts.

On the other hand, Ruflia relaxed

in fome matters with refped to the

Crimea, and the provinces of Mol-
davia and VValachia, and obtained

fatisfaftion in others. The new
Klian of the Tartars was acknow-

ledged by the Porte, and the appa-

rent independency of the Crimea
confirmed on both fides. The
Emprefs of RuiTia had on oppor-

tunity of difplaying her ufual

magnificence, by the fplendid pre-

fents which ihe made to the French

and Turkifli minifters, as well as

to M. de Stachief, her own refi-

dent at Conllaaiinople ; who re-

ceived the valuable, but in other

countries unheard cf gift, of a

thoufand peafants ; a kind of gift,

which alfo includes the land which

they cultivate and inhabit. Upon
the whole, this convention feems

to have afforded conuderable fatis-

fadlion to both parties ; nor has

any matter of complaint or dif-

pute fmce arifen on either fide.

By this arrangement, the Porte

has had time to breathe, and
to fettle its aftairs. With re-

fpect to Ruflia, it has afforded

her leifure to dircfl her atten-

tion to her conllant objefti tiiat

of difplaying her authority, by
becoming an arbiter in the public
affairs of Europe ; although, per-

haps, the means of her becoming
the greateft monarchy in the uni-

verie, (if fhe be not already fuch)

do not lie on the fide of Europe.
With regard to other powers,

Spain, in conformity to the new,
and, to us, dangerous fyltem, a-

dopted by the houfe of Bourbon,
dire(fted her whole attention to her
navy ; whilft her land force conti-

nued in its ufual form. As her
refcript to the court of London, on
the )6th of June, avowed the

part fhe would take, fo the fiege

of Gibraltar, which fpeedily fol-

lowed, pointed out the hrft and
immediate objedl of her de-

figns.

France, under a new king, and
who was not originally fufpeded of
great defigns, experienced a won»
derful change in her circumflanccs.

That prince very foon appeared to

follow better maxims than thoi'e of

his predeceflbrs. His firil llep was
to reconcile all differences betweek
the crown and the body of the law.

He drew from negleft and obfcu-

rity men without intrigue, who
were rendered refpeftable to the

public by a general opinion of

their probity. Maurepas, was a

perfon long laid afide ; and now
much advanced in years ; but he

preferved, in that great age, confi-

derable vigour of mind. He is

at prefent, without any ofiice, the

molt prevalent in the French coun-

cils. St. Germain, whoie con*

duft in the late war had entitled

him to univerfal efteem, was in 3

like manner drawn from the bot-

tom of his province, and placed

in the ofiice of fecretary of fiate ;

in which, if he had lived, there

is no doubt he would have done

srcat
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great fervices. Mr. De Sartine,

was not a man of rank ; but he

had the merit of following up,

with extraordinary fpirit and dili-

gence, the plan ofincreafmg the ma-
rine, which had been adopted in the

late reign ; but more languidly pur-

fued on account of the ill Hate of

the revenue. But the prefent king

took a IHU ftronger Hep in the re-

gulation of that important objeft.

Louis the XVI. had the magnani-

mity, to place Mr. Necker, a fo-

reign gentleman, and a proteftant,

at the head of his finances. The
fuccefs and reward, were equal to

the liberality and wifdom of the

jneafure. France recovered her

public credit. The people of

France, for the firll time, had the

fatisfadlion of feeing a war carried

on by facrifices on the part of the

king, and with an attention to the

eafe and relief of the people. This
meafure could not fail to encou-

rage and promote their confidence

in government ; and muft prove a

fource of ftrength, which that

great monarchy never poffefTed be-

fore. The virtues of a republican

ftate were profelTed, and in fome
meafure pradifed.

France opened the year by a fuc-

cefsful expedition to the coaft of

Africa. The fquadron employed
upon this fervice was commanded
by the Marquis de Vaudrevil, and

a land force, much greater than

was neceiTary, (but both taking

Africa only in their way to rein-

force D'Eltaing in the V,'eft In-

dies) was commanded by the Duke
de Lauzun. As the garrifons in

- that quarter were totally incapa-

ble of making any refiftance, the

Britiih forts, fettlements, fado-
r:es, and property, at Senegal, in

(He river Gambia, and other parts

of that coaft, fell without trouble

into the hands of the enemy, be-
tween the latter end of January,
and that of February, 1779. The
French upon that fuccefs, aban-
doned the ifland of Goree, which
they had recovered by the late

peace ; and tranfported the artil-

lery and garrifon to ftrengthen Se-
negal. Sir Edward Hughes foon

afterwards, on his pafTage to the

Eaft Indies, feized and garrifoned

the ifland of Goree ; and as he had
a body of troops on board the

fquadron, it was eagerly expedled

and hoped by the public at home,
that he would have recovered thofe

fettlements which we had fo newly
loft. But as no attempt of that

fort was made, it muft be con-
cluded that officer's orders did not
extend fo far. It was perhaps an
objefl not fo important as to rifque

upon it the much greater objects

which were then in view.

As the fummer advanced it was
thought neceftary in France to at-

tempt fomething, which might
fhew an early alacrity in fome fore

correfpondent to their great mili-

tary preparations. The firft was
an attempt on the ifle of Jerfey,

part of the ancient dutchy of Nor-
mandy. This, with Guernfey and
the lefl*er iflands, being the fole

remains of our vafl: poffefiions

on the continent of Europe.

The deiign was laid by a prince,

or count of Naflau ; whofe an-

ceftor, if we are not minnformed,
had rendered a ver)' difputed claim,

of being in fome manner defcend-

ed from a defundl branch of that

illuftrious family, the means of

much furthering his fortunes ia

France. The force employed up-

on this fervice has been tftiinated,

by different accounts, fiora three,

to
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to five or fix tlioufand men. They

A appeared ia fight of the
May lit,

iii^ni^ in about fifty flat-

^779- bottomed boats, under

the convoy of five frigates and

fome armed cutters, early in the

rnorning, and attempted a debark-

ation m St. Ouen's Bay. But

they were fo v/armly and vigoroufly

received, by the 78th regiment,

and by the militia of the ifland,

that after a faint, fpiritlefs, and

ill fupported attempt, they relin-

quiflied the enterprize, with very

little lofs on either fide.

Trifling and ineffeflive as this

diveruon was, it had the fortune

of being produdUve of fome con-

fequences, with refped to the Ame-
rican war. For it happened that

Admiral Arbuthnot, with a fqua-

dron of men of war, and a prodi-

gious convoy, amounting to about

four hundred merchantmen and

tranfports, was then on the outfet

of his voyage to New Yurk. He
happened to fall in with the veifel

which was Tent exprefs from Jerfey

to England, with the firll account

of the attack upon, and the appa-

rent imminent danger of the ifland.

That commander had fpirit and

rcfolution enough, rr.^her to ha-

zard any perfonal confi quence that

might attend his venturing upon a

breach of orders, than to fafter

the lofs of fo valuable an iflmd,

v/hilft he commanded a 'brce in

the channel. He accordingly or-

dered the convoy to wait for him
at Torbay, and proceeded himfelf

with the fquadron, to the relief

of Jerfey. Although the delay im-
mediately occafioned by this mea-
{iire, was in the firil inftance but

trifling, yet through the fucceed-

jng cafualties of wind and wea-

ther, the fleet was not able o gc:

clear of the land of England, un-
til the beginning of the enfuing

month, and did not arrive at New
York till near the end of Auguil.

As that fleet conve)'ed the rein-

forcements, camp equipage, Ilores,

and other necefl'aries, which were
to enable Sir Henry Clinton to

open the campaign with any vi-

gour, the confequences of fo late

an arrival are fufficiently obvious.

Notwithllanding the repulfe and
difappointment which attended the

late attempt upon Jerfey, the

dcfign did not, however, feem to

be relinquiflied. The French troops

were landed and retained for feve-

ral davs on the fmall illands which
lie between it and the continent ;

while the armed veflels paraded on
the oppofite ccafls of Normandy.
The ipirit, aftivity, and gallantry

of Sir James Wallace, in the Ex-
periment of 50 guns, being fe-

conded by two frigates, and as

many armed brigs, by which he
was accompanied, put an end to

this appearance of threat, and Hate

of alarm. That ofEcer having

purfued feveral large frigates, with

ibme fmaller craft, into the bay of

Concalle in Normandy, until they

had run alliore under the cover of

a battery, and his pilots not ven-

turing to take any farther charge

of his fliip, he direftly took that

charge and rifque upon himfelf,

and boldly carried her , « ^,

up the bay, and layed ' -^

her afliore ahreaft of the battery.

In that fituation he continued to

engage, until he had filenced the

guns of the battery, and compelled

the French crews to abandon their

fhips ; which being then boarded

by the armed boats from the Ex-
periment and Cabot orig, the La
Danae, of 34 gi^us, and rated at

2>o
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tion of her naval force In Eu^-ope.

This was to prevent the jundtioa

of the French and Spanifh fleets,

by blocking the former up in the

port of Breft, until the fcafon of
enterprize was over.

Although this mcafure was un-
doubtedly in contemplation, yet,

whether the naval preparation of
Great Britain was not fo forward

as was imagined and given out

;

or from whatever caufe, the fea

was left open ; and the French fleet

at Breft was permitted to join the

Spanifh at Cadiz, This negleft,

or necefficy, was the more felt^ as

it ferved in its confcquences to go-
vern all the enfuing naval events

of the campaign; and to give a
new caft and colour to the ftate of
public affairs between the houfe of
Bourbon and Great Britain^ The
murmur and diflatisfaftion were
likewife much increafed, from a
general report and opinion, not

only that the French fleet was more
backward in point of preparation

and condition than the Britilh, but

that the latter had been dilatory

in its motions after it had failed,

as well as flack in its endeavours

to prepare for failing. However
thefe charges or opinions might
have been founded, they coqM not

bat derive great ftrength from the

fubl'equent iniult on olir coa.ls,

wliich appeared to be the direft

confequence of that junction of the

enemies united force.

The French fleet, confifting of

about 2S fail of the line, under
the command of M. D'OrViI-
Hers, failed from Breft early ,'

in the month of Janei ajid ^
by dire<5ting its cotfrfe to the fouth-

ward, indicated its deftinStion to

the to.4ft of Spain. • It has beeii

fince faid; that it was very defec-

tive

250 men, with two fmall loaded

prizes, were brought fafely off;

but the country people, with fome

troops and militia, now keeping

up a cOnftant tire, with cannon and
howitr.crs, as well as fmall afms

from the Ihore, they were obliged

to be contented with burning, or

otherwife deftroying, two other

ftout frigates, an armed cutter of

16 guns, with a number of fraall

craft.

The attempt upon Jerfey ap-

peared, however, to be only a

prelude, or intended as a prepara-

tory exercife, to that grand inva-

fion of Great-Britain, Ireland, or

both, which feemed at that time,

and during the greater part of the

fummer, to be in the immediate
contemplation of France. Whe-
ther that defign was really adopt-

ed, was, with fome, a matter of
doubt ; but it was certainly ftrong-

ly indicated by appearances ; the

northern provinces of France were
every where in motion ; as well

on the coalls, as in the interior

country. Armies were marched
down to the fea coafts of Norman-
dy and Brittany ; the ports in the

bay and on the channel, which
were the beft calculated for the

purpofe, were crowded with {hip-

ping ; and the king named the ge-
nerals and principal officers, who
were to command or to afl in a
grand intended expedition. The
iiiilitary power of England was
not at that time fully called forth ;

and the defencelefs ftate of Ire-

land in the beginning of the year
might well have given birth to fuch
a defign.

Whatever the defigns of the ene-
my were. Great Britain feemed to

have one great objeft of policy with
Xffpewljo die dirci^uon and difpofi-
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tive in point of preparation ; but

that it hurried to fea in that con-

dition, from an apprehenfion of

its being intercepted by the Bri-

tiftl fleet under Sir Charles Har-

dy, which was then daily expeft-

cd in the Bay of Bifcay. It fpent

fome confiderable time on the

Spanifh coails ; and it was re-

ported, that fome mifunderftand-

ang, or diiierence, between fome

of the commanders on both iides,

prevented an enterprize of the

ntmoft importance from taking

place. It would feem that this

mull: allude to an attack upon
Gibraltar, a defign which does

not, however, feem very confif-

tent with their fubfequent con-

duft. It does not feem improba-

ble that the delay proceeded from

the defeft of preparation on both

fides.

However that may be, the

whole force being at length join-

ed, the combined fleets made a

tremendous appearance ; amount-
ing to between fixty and feventy

line of battle Ihips, befides a

cloud of frigates, firefhips, and
all thofe fmalier kinds and deno-
minations of veHels which in any
manner appertain to war. This
formidable force, having turned its

face to the northward, continued

to direft its courfe to the coalts of
Great Britain.

It was rather fmgular, that the
Eritifh home fleet, under Sir

Charles Hardy, ' amounting to

about 35, or from thence to 38
Ihips of the line, was then cruiz-
ing in fome part of the bay, or
fomevvhere near the chops of the
channel, and was parted by this

great armament, which covered
fo great an extent of ocean, with-

out their having any knowledge
of each other.

The enemy entered the Britifli

channel about the middle of Au-
guft, and paraded two or three

days before Plymouth, to the

great alarm of the people, but
without making any attempt on
the place. The Ardent man of
war, of 64 guns, which was on
her way fi-om Portfmouth to join

Sir Charles Hardy, miftaking
them from the Britilh fleet, had,
however, the misfortune of being
taken in fight of Plymouth. A
ftrong eafterly wind, which conti-

nued for feveral days, feems to have
driven them out of the channel.

They however pretended, that

they went in fearch of the Britilh

fleet ; and they continued to

range about the Land's End, the

Sciliy iflands, and the chops of
the channel, until the end of the

month. On the lafl of Auguft,
the wind being in his favour. Sir

Charles Hardy gained the en-

trance of the channel, in fight of
the combined fleets, without their

being able to prevent him. The
great objeft of that commander,
was to draw them up to the nar-

row part of the channel, where,

if he fliould be obliged to an en-
gagement, he could engage upon
lefs difadvantageous terms ; and
where, either a defeat, or certain

changes of the wind, might have
been produdlive of the mofl: ruin-

ous confequtnces to the enemy.
The enemy purfued him as high

up as Plymouth ; but being fen-
fible of the danger, particularly

at that fcafon of the year, they
did not adventure much farther.

And as the combined fleets were
now become fickly in the moft

cxtreroe
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extreme degree, to as almofl

wholly to difable feme of the

fhips ; that their fhips were other-

wife much out of condition ; and

the equinox fafl approaching

;

their commanders thought it ne-

ceflary, pretty early in September,

totally to abandon the Britilh coafts,

and repair to Breft for the aflilt-

ances which they wanted.

Thus ended the fxpeftations of

the enemy, and the apprehenfions

of Great Britain. Never had

perhaps fo great a naval force

Leen alTembled on the feas. Ne-

ver any by which lefs was done,
or, except by fickneli, lefs fuf-

fered.

Nothing coald have been more
fortunate in thefe circumftances,

than the arrival in England, a
few days before the appearance of
the enemy, of a great Jamaica
fleet, amounting to about 200
fhips ; and that eight homeward
bound Eaft Indiamen, having time-

ly notice of the danger, bad there-

by an opportunity of putting into

Limerick in Ireland.

CHAP. II.

Si/7tr of puhJic affairs fren:ious to the meeting of parliament^ Va^
combination of pozijer againji Great Britain. Proclamations ; for ^-
frizals on Spain ; and for defenfive meafures in cafe of an iti'vafisn^

Various manifefos, and public pieces, ijjhed by the belligei-ant ponvers-m

Some ohfer'vations on the charges exhibited by Spain. Ofenfible caufes-,

and real moii-ves for 'n.ar, on the fide of thu Houfe of Bcurlon. Ire-"

land. Caifes n.vhich led to the prefent Jiate of affairs in that kingdouu

Commercial^ and n07i-ccnfumption agreements. French itrvafjm threat-

ened. Military affociations. People become ftrongly armed. Exempiaty
condnSl of the affociators. Prudent meajures cf gO'iscr-nment in that

country. General demand cf a -free and -unlimited commerce. Difcon~

tent: in Scotland, under an apprehenflon of a relaxation of the pcperj

la'ws. Outrages in Edinburgh and Glafgo^v. Suhjcriptions for raifing

troops, and other public purpofs. Eaji India company grant h-ountits

for raifng 6000 feamen, and undertake to build three fljips of the iine,

as an augmentation to the royal nnnjy. Stale of parties, Ctan^es jm

adminifiration. Meeting cf the Irijh parlioTnent,

TH E recefs of parliament,

in the year 1 7 79, opened
a period of great danger, and
prcfcntcd a new and unufual face
of public affairs, with refpcdl to
this country. Our fituation in

the preceding year had been
deemed fufticicntly alarming and
perilous. We had, however, the
fortune tofuftainour ancient naval
reputation j to maintain our fo-

vereignty perfect in the Euro-
pean feas ; to afford the fulleft

prote<ftion to our own commerce,
whilft wfi nearly ruined that of
the enemy, and to luffcr no dis-

grace any where. It is true, that

abroad, we lolt the valuable

ifland of Dominica ; but if this

was not compen fated for in point

of commercial value by the re-

duiflion of St. Xucia, it vvas am-
ply
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j)]y fo with regard to the advan-

tage of a naval ftation, and in

point of honour, by the double

defeat both by fea and land,

which, with forces fo greatly

unequal, D'Eftaing received from

the gallantry and conduft of Ad-
Tniral Barrington and General

Meadows. Ac the fame time,

the advantages obtained in the

Eaft Indies were of the firfl: im-
portance ; and the reduction of

<5eorgia, opened the way for

goading and wounding the Ame-
ricans in their moft tender and

fenfible part, by that war which

has been ever fmce carried on in

the fouthern colonies.

In this year, the appearance of
"things was by no means fo favour-

able. The flags of our enemies,

were now for the firft time, or at

Jeaft after a very long interval,

feen flying triumphant in our feas,

and their fleets braving the iJri-

fiih Ihcres with impunity. The
-mighty acceffion of the whole
weight of the Spaniili monarchy,
to that dangerous confederacy

which was already formed againit

\15, could not but deeply fmk a

fcale, which, without that accef-

fion, was apparently to a level

vith our own. Such a combina-

tion of real power, and of adual
eiFeftive force, has feldom been

known in Europe upon any occa-

fion, much lefs againft any fingle

-/late ; excepting, perhaps, only

that, which was lately united,

but without any application of
ftrength, in the partition of Po-
land. The great and formidable

confederacy againft the king of
Pruflia in the late war, will not

liold in this comparifon. For be-

fidcs that he was ably fupported

by a moll potent ally, various

impediments arofe in the way,
which prevented the accumula-
tion, and the adual exertion of
fevcral of the parts, of that vail

force which was deftined to his

deltruftion. The operations of
one of the moll formidable of his

enemies, were greatly impeded
by diftance, and Itill more by in-

ternal circumllances. A fecond,

not lefs dangerous, was, except-

ing a very fhort period, taken
wholly off his hands by Great
Britain. A third, was deprived
of power by furprize ; and a
fourth, was inefFeftive by nature.

Similar exceptions might be found

with refpeft to the grand alliance

formed againft Lewis the XIV,
at the opening of the prefent cen-

tury ; and it Ihould be remem-
bered that Spain, though it was,

in feme refpefts, rather a burthen,

than an acceflton of force to that

monarch, yet was more conve-

niently fituated for him than for

his enemies ; and that the trea-

fures and commerce of the Indies

were in a great meafure in his

hands during the war.

It was not even againft a ftate,

Angle, but whole, that the pre-

fent mighty combination of power
was direfted. It was againft a

ftate, already weakened by a ru-

inous civil war, and now difpart-

ed by defedlion ; whilft the fever-

ed parts operated againft it in the

duplicate ratio, of a privation of

native ftrength, and a communi-
cation of aftual force to the com-
bination.

The refiftance of Great Britain

to tliat mighty combination, fill-

ed all thofe parts of Europe
which looked on with aftonilh-

ment and refpeft. At heme, her

rcfources Teemed 10 grew. with her

necef-



HISTORY OF EUROPE. [17

neceffities. In no part of the Whether afterwards it was in our

world was her naval or military power to recover our luperiority,

glory obfcared, where it was it is not eafy to determine,

thought proper to exert, either Thus, we not only had to en-

her naval or her military power, counter the antlent fpirit
^
and

The comjined force of the ene- gallantry of our neighbour rivals,

my was incumbered with thofe but likewife that artificial and

difficulties which ever attend dangerous courage, arifing from

combined operations : and this a confcioufnefs of profeffional

was probably the caufe of their knowledge and ability ; and our

lofs of I'everal opportunities, the feamen coald not but b2 aina/ed,

right ufe of which might have to fee fome of their own peculiar

proved fetal to us. It was not, charaiStenltics, with refpeft to

as in the war againft Louis the maritime fkill and dexterity, as

fourteenth, in the power of the it were, fuddenly transferred to

allies to bring on thofe great bat- the enemy.

ties which decide the face of em- The hoilile mani- r^^^
^^^^

pires. The war was at fea ; and feflo prefented by the '

the fea is a wide field. The na- Marquis D'Almodo- ''"'

val mode of v/ar is perhaps in its var, the Spanilh ambaflador, be-

nature not fo decifive as that fides the recal of Lord Grantham
which is carried on by land. It from Madrid, drew out froirf the

was become every day more and court of London, on the third

more difficult to bring on a de- day after it was prefented, a pro-

cifion by land. The alarm of the clamation for reprizals on Sp.'.in,

preceding tirtie had caufed a great along with another, containing-

exertion in England, which, regulations for the difiribution of

from a ftate very much unpre- prizes taken daring the continu-

pared, became at length to be ance of hoftilities with that coun-

powerfuUy armed. It muH be try. Thefe were fol- j , ,

obferved, however, that this lowed, foon after the -^^ ^ ^
'"

ftand, which was made fometimes rifing of parliament, by another

by bold puflies, and fometimes proclamation, which announced
by prudent retreats, has had no to the public the receiving incel-

tendency to bring the war to a ligerice of an intended anvalion

termination. The heterogeneous ot this kingdom by our enemies

;

parts of the alliance obtained and which likewife ilfued orders

time to coalefce. The great iub- to the proper officers, for care-

jeft of alarm to all thinking men fully watching the coafts ; and,
was the regular progrelFive growth upon the firit approach of the

of the enemy's nava! force ; and ewemy, for the immediate rerno-

that not only in number of Ihips, val of horfes, oxen, cattle, and
but alfo in naval (kill. This had provi/ions, to places of lecuriiy,

been too much overlooked in the and at a proper (but undefined)
beginning, from our confined at- dillance.

tention to the American war. Thefe were followed, nt d«e
Againrt this no fufiicient precau- intervals, and according to all

tion feems to have been taken, the eftabliflied rules of form, by
Voj.. XXlll. [B] m,a-
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mcdured and regular difcharges

of the diplomatique artillery oa

all fides. France led the way, as

well to bring Spain forward with a

good grace upon the occafion, and

to jullify their refpedive and re-

ciprocal conduft, as to convince

tnc world, of the clofe connexion

of intercfts and infeparable union,

which fubiifted between the two

crowns. She accordingly ifiued

her manifefto, under the title of
" an expofition of the motives

and condud of his moll Chriftian

majefly towards England." Jn

this piece, the following are avow-

ed to be the motives of the war

with the united courts, viz. *' to

*' avenge their refpeBinje injuries,

'* and to put an end to that tyran-

*' nical empirey nxihicb England
*' has ujurpedy and pretends to

" maintain upon the ocean.
^^

Two royrJ Spaniili Chedulas,

as they are called, and a circular

letter," which were all ifTued be-

fore the end of June, and the firft

£gned in five days after the deli-

very of the refcripc at London,
may be considered in part as

domeftic papers ; for although

they include, in efFed, a decla-

ration of war, they likewife hold

out a juftif.cation of the king to

his fubjefts for his having recourfe

to that extremity ; nlong with re-

gulations to be obferved by his

ofHcers, in refpeft to the p-orfons

and property of the Englifh withiu

the kingdom, and an interdiclion

of all commerce and connection

between tlie two nations.—In the

circular letter, the three following

points are particularly inlirtcd on,

and feem, although without any
direct fpecification, to be intend-

ed for the inllruftion of the Spa-
niih miniflers at foreign courts

;

viz. '• firft, that whilfl the course

" of London fought to amufe
** that of Spain, in fceking de-
" lays, and in finally refufing
** to admit the honourable and
" equitable propofals which his
'* majeRy made, in quality of me-
*' diator, to euablilh peace be-
" tween France, England, and
*' the American provinces, the
** Britiih cabinet offered, clan-
*' deftinely, by means of fecret
*' emiflaries, conditions of like

" purpofe with the propofitions
" of his majelly."—" That thefe
*• ofFera and conditions were not
** to ftrange or indifferent per-
" fons, but diredlly and imme-
'* diately to the miniller of th«
** American provinces refiding at
•' Paris." And, "that the ,Bri-

" tifh minifter hath omitted no-
*' thing to procure, by many
" other methods, new enemies to
*' his maj^fcy."

All this might be true. The
Britifh miniflers might fee reafon

for declining the mediation of

Spain, and applying diredlly to

the American agents. This might
have been a proceeding faulty with

regard to dignity or to wife policy;

(though that is by no means clear)

but furnifhes a very bad reafon

for the court of Spain to declare

war againll that of Great Britain.

Thefe lefier pieces were not

long after followed by a ftate paper

of confiderable length, publifli-

ed at Madrid, in the nature of

a manifello, declaring the motives

v.aich h 'vl induced his Catholic

majefly to withdraw his ambaffa-

dor, and to adl holUlely againfl

England. This piece abounds

with the fame fort of loofe random

charges, exxeedingly deficient in

point of fpecihcatiun ; but with

ai\
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an unufual precifion, in giving vcfiel in the Bay of Gibraltar,

the fum of fuppofed injuries or which happened to be becalmed,
grievances, in round and definite or crofTed by the current, as Ihc

numbers, which To much dilHn- was going in with provifions or
guifhed that prefented by the necefTaries for the ufe of that for-

Marquis D'Ahnodovar. As a trefs. This outrage was commit-
juilification of the charge of one ted in open day-light, in the fipht

hundred \n]\xnt% laid in that piece, of the garriion, and under the
and a proof of the cautious dread view of three Britifh frigates of
of offending the truth, which pre- war, which were then ridincr in
vailed in the making of that ftate- the harbour. As the want of wind
ment, (which is likewife particu- did not admit the direft interfe-

Jarly noticed) eleven charges are rence of the frigates, they difpatch-

laid here, (as the lawyers exprefs ed their long-boats for the re-
it) in one count, twelve in ano- demption of the veflel; the offi-

ther, and eighty-fix in a third, cers and crews of which bravely
We are at the fame time affured, performed the fervice, by cutting
that they have abftained from out and bringing her off, froni

leffer and more diftant matters under the fire of the Spanilh bat-
of complaint, as being too mul- teries. As the fuccefs in this bu-
titudinous for fpecification. finefs was attended by thofe ufual

Thefe charges may be arranged circumftances of triumph, v/hich

under the five following heads ; are in fome degree peculiar to
violations of territorial rights ; that intrepid order of men who
infults, or injuries, to the Spa- were the adlors in it, thefe no'.v

niih flag, navy, or commerce ; conllitutcd no fmall part of the
injuftice of the Englifh admiralty prefent charge,

courts, particularly, or entirely. The charges clafied under thp
in the Weft Indies ; namberlefs fecond and third heads, are of a
wrongs, of various kinds, in the nature which admit of no opinion.
Bay of Honduras ; and pcrfonal much lefs decifion, without a due
contempt, infult, and attempt at courfe of enquiry, including a
injury, to the Spanidi monarch, full examination of the evidence
during the late negociations for on both fides j and are matters
pe-ice, in which he afiumed the which could afford no difficulty

charadcr of mediator. in the fettling, if the parties were
With relpeft to the firll: of thefe amicably difpofed. It may, how-

heads, confidering it difli-idly ever, be oblerved on the whole,
from what i elated to the Bay of that it was not very probable, if

Honduras, the only charge fpcci- any fuch violations did exilt, that
fied, is directed to the redrefs of a they were countenanced bv the
notorious act of violence commit- Britifh minifters, whole policy
ted by the Spaniards themiclves, with regard to their favourite
who in open defiance of the Bri- points in America, would nata-

- tilh flag, had unwarrantably feiz- rally make them caution? of givintj
ed, and were beginning to plun- particular caufe of quarrel to the
dti-, beiides exceeding ill ufage to houfe of Bourbon.
tiie captain and crew, a Imall The charges relative to imputed

fi?l .1 or
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or real tranfaftions, on the coafts,

or ill the Bay of Honduras, would

require inveiligacion and evider.ee

like the former, in order to deter-

mine the quellion of right in lome

inihuices, and to eftabliOi the mat-

ter of fadl in others. Some of jefty ; but in tat\, including offers

them from France, and to accom-
modate matters with England;
thus, not only holding out condi-

tions fimilar to thoie which they

had rcjeded and fpurned at, when
comino; throuuh his Catholic ma^

them are evidently and grof^ly

millated ; and others are founded

upon claims, which are either

controverted or abfolutely de-

nied. The charge of exciting

the Mofquito Indians to a revolt,

feems not better fupported. Some
connexion liad been conftantly

kept up with thefe people, who
having never acknowledged the

Spanilh dominion, have always

been regarded as a free nation.

Perhaps the affairs on that coaft,

ought to have been .put on a more

dilHnft footing in the treaty of

Paris.

Under the lafl head of griev-

ance or injury, the charge ot du-

plicity naade, as we have leen, on

the court of London in the cir-

cular letter, is more fully enforc-

ed, and more particularly fpeci-

fied. It afferts, that the Britilh

cabinet or miniftry, (as they are

indifferently called) at the fame

time that they rejected the pro-

pofals made openly by Spain, as

mediator, in the negociations for a

peace, were privately infinuating

therafelves at tlie court of France,

bv the means of fecret emiflaries,

and making very great offers to

her to abandon the colonies, and

to make a peace with England.

And, that at the very fame time

tbey were treating, by means of

another certain emiffary, with

Doctar Franklin, minilter pleni-

poti.Mtiary from tlia American co-

lonies at P.iris, to whom they

xnade various propoi'als to difunite

much more favourable to the Ame-
ricans. From thefe premifes, the

neceflity of the Spanilh king's

giving fu!l efficacy to his engage-
ments with France, is endeavour-

ed to be fh'wn, and conclufions

to the following purport are like-

wile drawn;—-that the Englifh

policy was principally directed to

difunite the two courts of Paris

and Madrid, by means of the fug-

geftions and offers feparately mad»
to them ; and alfo, to fpread a

net for the American ftates, fo that,

being drawn in by flattering and
magnificent promifes to a feparate

accommodation, or even to join

their arms againft the houfe of
Bourbon, England might after-

wr.rds, when they were left alone

without protecftors, and without

guarantees to the treaties which
fhe now concluded with them,

again become the arbiter of their

fate, and renew all their former

oppreffions.

Thus far we have feen the often-

fible caufes of the war on the fide

of Spain. The fecret and prime
motive, to which all thefe ferved

only to -afford a colouring, \vz<i

either fo predominant thit it could

not be entirely concealed, or

things were now fappofed to be

in fuch fituation as lendered con-

cealment unneceffarv. The dan-

gerous defign of crufhing the Eng-
lifh naval power appears rather

unexpe6ledly in the tail of this

manifcfto ; but is as fully to the

purpcfe as in that of France. It

declares.
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declares, that, to attain the

much wifhed-for end of a fecure

peace, it is abfolutely necefTary

to curtail and dellroy the arbitrary

proceedings and maxims of the

Englilh maritime power ; an ob-

jed, in the attainment of which

all Other maritime powers, and

even all nations in general, are

become much interefted.

Such are, in part, the danger-

ous combinations, and alarming

defigns, to which our fatal civil

commotions have afforded too fub-

ftantial a being.

The jullifying memorial of the

king of Great Britain, in anfwer

to the French manifcfto, com-
pleated the circle of thofe formal

appeals to mankind, which the

etiquette of modern courts has

eftablilhed, as a fort of preludes

to the opening of thofe real fcenes

of war and dellruclion, which
they are preparing to exhibit.

They ufually trumpet forth the

godlike attributes of juftice, equi-

ty, mercy, and, above, all, that

univcrfal benevolence and tender-

nefs to mankind, with which their

refpeftive courts or fovereigns are

fuppofed to be infinitely endued ;

and deplore, in the molt pathetic

•train, thole very evils which they

are bringing on, and thofe niife-

ries which they are exerting their

utmoil powers to in did. If they

produce lif.le, or no effeft, it is,

however, generally a-; much as is

expeded from them ; and. how-
ever fmall the fliare of credit which
they obtain with the public, it is,

almort to a certainty, as much as

they deferve.

In this Itate of danger from our
foreign enemies, the empire feem-
cd convulfed in almoll all its pares,

and on the point of being farther

rent, by internal diflatisfadlion

and difcontent. In Ireland, af-

fairs feemed approaching fait to a

crifis. It was not to be expefted

that a country dependent on Great
Britain, and much limited in the

ufe of its natural advantages,

Ihould not be afFeded by the

caufes and confequences of the

American war. The fagacious in

that kingdom could not avoid per-

ceiving in the prefent combination

of circumltances an advantage,

which was to be now improved,

or given up for ever.

A new Itate of public and pri-

vate dlltrefs, along with a itrong

fenfe of recent affronts, (as they

were now confidcred) were the

powerful agents, whicii, combined
with fcveral others of a fubordinate

degree, produced thia revolution

in the temper and difpofition of

the people of Ireland. We have

on former oceafions, and particu-

larly in our lafl volume, taken

notice of fome of thele matters.

Habitual reftraint feems in length

of time to become fo much a part

of our nature, that it requires

fome new exertion, or an applica-

tion to fome tender or untried

part, in order to excite any very

uneafy fenfation, or at leaft any
particular degree of refentmenr.

The reltridions on the commerce
and manufadures of Ireland, might
have been palled over for fome
ages to come, with perhaps even

Icfs difficulty th^n t'uey had been

endured for near a century pall,

if a temporary ditlrefs had not

quickened their apprehenfions.

Of all the evils of which they

complained, the three years em-
bargo on the only itaplc export of

that kingdom, feemed the moil

immediately mifchievcas j and be-

[^J 3 ing
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ing confidered, from the concef- had generally prevailed, during
J^ons to America, as particularly the prefent reign, had continual-

infulting, was accordingly the ly enhanced every article of the

mofl; highly refcnted by the peo- public expenditure, until the

pie. One of the public writers whole was fwelled to its prefent

of that country fays—" That it enormous and ruinous ftate ; far

was fent as a curfe, and operated exceeding the Handing revenues

as a peililence." It was likevvife, of the kingdom, and Hill much
along with its pernicious tendency farther all pall, example of ex-

and effedts, charged with being pence. Thus, inllcad of a full

not only unconllitutional, but di- exchequer, as heretofore, which
reftly illegal ; and a gentleman might happily afford encourage-

of the IriOj Houfe of Commons
only failed in bringing the quef-

tion of legality to a final decifion

in a court of law, by the unex-

pefted death of a cullom-houfe

officer, who, from the feizure of a

cargo fitted out on the purpofe

ment to the cultivation and im-

provement of the country, and to

arts and indufcry among the peo-

ple, the great object and labour

now of every fcfTicn of parlia-

ment, was the multiplication of

taxes, and the making fome farther

was rendered defendant in the fuit accumulation to that national debt,

which the former inftituted. But which had been contraded under
what aggravated every clrcum- this ruinous fyflem.

fiance reiative to this bufinefs to Some other real or fuppofed

the highefl polTible degree, was matters of irritation, or caui'es of
the national contempt, which it jealoufy, as they excited difcon-

vvas fuppofed to convey. For it tent, fufpicion, or apprehenfion,

being confidered merely as a go- ferved likewife to render tlie fenfe

yerninent job, and calculated only of im.niediate grievance or diflrefs

(as they faid, without referve, {till more infupportable in that

both in parliament and out) to country. The doftrines of taxa-

raile immenfe fortunes for a few tion without reprefentation, and
Englifh and Scotch adherents to of unconditional fubroifTion, which
the Britifh miniflry, nothing could were extended to America, wer«
exceed their indignation at the re- urged, not unplaufibly, as matter
flection, that the interefts of the of apprehenfion and alarm to Ire-

kingdom fliould be facriflced, and land ; and it was openly faid,

a whole nation reduced to diflrefs, that the chains forged for the colo-

only (as they afferted) to favour nies, v/ould, in cafe of fuccefs,

the rapacity of a fet of contrac- afibrd a mode for the fetters which
tors. would foon after be made fitting

The public diftrelTes, they faid, to themfelves. Some Ilrong and
kept pace with the -private, and very unprofitable language ufed

proceeded from fimilar caufes. in the Britifli parliament, ferved
V/hilfl the means of flipply were very much to increafe this apprc-

cut off by unjuft reftridlion, a henfion and jealoufy, in drawinq;

corrupt and profufe fyflem of go- parallels between the conflitutions

vernment, which, they pretend- of Ireland and the colonies, and
ed> had been ea;-Iy adopted, and deriving arguments for the fub-

jniflion
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miiTion of the latter, from the re-

ftraints to which the former had

beea fubjeft.

Still, however, the hopes of

fome confiderable enlargement of

their commerce, which were re-

peatedly held out in parliament,

operated wonderfully in foothing

difcontent, and in preferving the

temper, and fortifying the pa-

tience of the people. Thus all

public bufmefs, for a confiderable

time, was ftill carried on fmooth-

ly ; and the compliance and obfe-

quioufnefs of their parliament,

with refpedl to ail the propofals

and meafures of government, con-

tinued to be as confpicuoufly dif-

played as ever.

But when the people of Ireland

found that little efFeftual was done
in confequence of thefe declara-

tions, and that little attended

with much difcontent and oppo-
fition from many of the trading

parts of Great Britain, the hopes

of redrefs became daily more faint,

and the acquiefcence, and good
temper founded upon them, were
proportionally exhaufted. They
oblerved that when a bill, which,

ahhough of no vail confequence,

would have aftbrded fome allevia-

tion to their diftreiles, had been
nearly carried through in the Bri-

tilh Houfe of Commons, the mi-
niiter himfelf, who they had been
taught to confider as a friend,

MarchiSth.
carne in perfon. arm-
cd at all points, to

'
'

^'
defeat this their only

and laft hope. The two bills

wliich were afterwards pafTed in

the fame felhon, for permitting
the cultivation of tobacco, and
encouraging that of hemp, in Ire-

land, inllead of afrbrding fati?t'ac-

»on, or promoting harmony, pro-

duced a direftly contrary efFedt ;

being confidered as nothing lefs

than mockeries, and as infults of-

fered to their diftrefs.

In this manner, things were re-

prefented and felt in Ireland ; and
when the attempt to keep parlia-

ment fitting for the purpofe of
fettling fome plan for their fatisfac*

tion was defeated, the flame,

which had for fome time been
fmothered, broke out with great

violence.

Affociations againfl: the purchaf*

and ufe of Britilh manufadtures,

and for the encouragement, in

every pofTible degree, of their

own, had already taken place in

fome parts of that country ; but

feemed to be kept back, as a mat-
ter of confideration, and a final -

refort in cafe of extremity, by the

greater part of the kingdom. All

referve upon this fubjecl was now
at an end ; affociations becam-e

univerfal ; and the non-importa-

tion, and non-confumption agree-

ments, included the ufual penal-

ties, or denunciations of ven-

geance, not only againlt violators,

but againlt thoi'c importers or fell-

ers of the prohibited commodities
who had not acceded to the gene-
ral compact. By tnis means they

computed, that, even in the pre-

fent weak itatq of their manufac-
tures, they would fave a full mil-

lion flerling, which went annual-

ly to Great Britain. 'I his great

faving would, they faid, afford

compenfation or redrefs for many
of their grievances and diftreffes ;

and, svhat was no fmall objeft of

fatisfaftion with them, would be

the means of pulling down and

punilhing the pride and ingrati-

tude of Mancheftcr and Glafgow;

towns which had been conilar.t

['5]4 and
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and iir.menfe gainers in the Irifh

trade, and which had notwith-

ftanding, they complained, been
the fojcmoft, the loudeft, and the

moft efFedlive, in oppofing and de-

feating every meafure of redrefs

or relief which had ever been pro-

pofed in favour of that kingdom.
But the turn of affairs, and per-

haps the future fortune of Ireland,

were to depend on affociations of
a m-^re eftective, if not more dan-
gerous nature, than any which re-

lated merely to comm.ercial or do-

meftic regulation. To the accu-

jnulation of alarms which we have
alieady feen, had been lately add-

ed, the imminent danger of foreign

invafion ; a meafure evidently in-

tended, if not abfoiutcly avowed
by France, This fituation vvps the

more alr.rming, as the military

force fupportcd by Ireland, had
been continually drained of and
weakened for the American war.

In order to provide for their de-

fence, they faid it muft be placed

3n thofe who had the bcfl intereft

in it. The ftate was unable or

unwilling to defend them effeftu-

ally ; and the mode of defence,

which was unequal to their protec-

tion, might be ruinous to their li-

berties. Military affociations were
renewed ; and the fpirit of thefe

afibciations foon became univerfal in

that kingdom. They declared they

were intended for the double pur-
pofe, ofdefending their fafety again fl:

foreign enemies, and their rifrhts

againft, what they called, domeflic

tjfurpation. That thev were loyal

to the king, and affcftionate to

Great Britain. Bat that ic was
with fuch loyalty and affeftion, as

confuled with their own liberty

and profpcrity. In every part of

ihe kingdom were feen to arife, as

it were by magic, vaft bodies of
citizens, ferving at their own
charges, choofmg their own offi-

cers, trained to great expertnefs,

and obeying with exemplary regu-

larity and iteadinefs. No noble-

man, no gentleman, could Ibew
his face in the country, who did

nor fall in (and they did univer-

fally, and for the moft part chear-

fully concur) with the prevalent

difpofition of the inferior and mid-
dling forts of their countrymen.
Men of great fortunes ferved in

the ranks. All this was done
without any fort of confufion or

diforder whatever. On the con-

trary, the peace of the country and
the obedience to the laws was ncr
vcr better provided for. Confi-

dcring the temper lately prevalent

in that country, and it? icenes of

inteftine diviiion, this c\.":4u to be
confidered as one of the moft ex-

traordinary revolutions recorded in

hiftory.

The numbers, thus trained and
armed have been variouily repre-

fented. They were not probably

much under thirty thoufand men
in the very firft year ; and they

have fince been very confiderably

increafed ; fome fay to forty, others

aftert to fixty thouland men, admi-
rably appointed.

Government faw this proceed-
ing with aftonifhment. ft was in

vain to offer the leaft refiftance to

the defign of a general armament j

nor could it be wifhed to reftraia

the fpirit fo far as regarded a fo-

reign enemy. They wifhed to re-

gulate this force, and to bring it,

if poffibJe, to adl under the autho-

rity of the crown ; but, after a very

few" and feeble attempts, which
were fruftrated with fcorn, it was
thought more wife to concur in

yvha^
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what could not be prevented. Go-
vernment gave out a confiderable

fuppiy of arms to the volunteers,

although far ftiort of what was ne-

ceflary ; and thus this new elta-

biiihment, fo favourable to the

rights of citizens, and of an ex-

ample fo flattering to the fuffici-

ency of the people at large to pro-

vide in an orderly and effectuai

manner for their own defence,

without any pofitive law, or the

interpofition of the ordinary ma-
gillrate, has been fanftiiied and re-

cognized by the ftate itielf.

Alter having provided for their

defence againlt foreign enemies,

the Irifh began to look towards

their rights, or claims of rights—?-

and in general dec'ared ail autho-

rity in the Britilh parliament over

them to be a grofs ufurpation.

Among others, the Britilh mutiny

art was denied to be valid, Tais
was carried to fuch a length, that

the croops were lor lome time, in

a coiifiJerable degree, confined to

their rel'pedive llations, as fcarcely

a magillrate could be found in the

kingdom, who would iiTue billets

for their quarters. It required the

greateit degree of temper and cir-

cumlpedlion in thofe who governed
in Ireland, and in the commanders
of the king's forces there, to pre-

vent a collifion of two fuch armies
;

and it woujd be invidious to deny
them very great praife for the pru-

dence of tlieir condaft.

This Hate of things was not the

work of a party, or of any parti-

cular order of men ; but was pro-

duced and upheld by every rank,

clafs, and denomination of the

. people. The wile and humane
conduft of the Britilb legiflature,

jn relaxing the penal reltriftions

pf the laws againlt the Engliihi

Roman Catholics, was a meafura
of fucli obvious utility, that the

example was fpeedily followed by
the Irilh parliament ; who com-
municated umilar benefits to thofo

of that profelfion in their owa
country. This mcafure tended in

a great degree to dellroy thofe ani-

moiuies, which had for fo many
agei been the fource of weaknefs
and dilbefs in that kingdom. The
ncwiy rcllored citizens, who form
lo vail a majority of the people in

Ireland, foon perceived, that as

they now poffeiled a common fhare

in the common interells, fo they

were equally called upon with all

others, to the public defence, and
to the fupport of the public rights.

All envy and averfion on the one
fide, and all diitruil and apprehen-

fion on the other, appeared to va-

nilh, and one general principle and
fpirit to operate upon the whole
people.

A free and unlimited commerce
with the whole world was the firft,

the great, and the general objedt

of redreis ; for which no compen-
fation could be admitted, and
without which, no other concef-

fions or advantages, however great

or beneficial, could afford fatisfac-

tion. This was the ///.v qua ?/c//,

from which there was no depar-

ture. Such was the Itate of airairs

in Ireland, previous to, and dur-

ing the reccls of the Britifh par-

liament.

During the long courfe of real

or lappofed grievances, of public

dilcontencs, or of adilual commo-
tion, which, for feveral years pail,

have more or lefs agitated every

other part of the Britil'K empire,

Scotland alone bad the fortune to

ef'cape the general contagion ; and,

feeling the LappineG of iier own
peculiar
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peculiar circumftances and fitua-

tion, omitted no occafion of teiH-

fv-ing her gratitude, by the fullcft

approbation of all the conduft of

minirters, and the moft perfeft fa-

tisfaftion in thoi'e meafures, which

were elfewhere produftivc of fo

much uneafinefs, and fuch heart-

burnings, in all other parts of the

Bricifh dominions. The fpirit of

fanaticifm, which has fo often laid

the proudeft monuments of human

wifdom and power in the dult, was,

even there, to produce a revolution

in that fettled temper and difpon-

tion, which had hitherto flood the

teft, atid fliewn fuch fuperior proof,

TO the application of every other

pabiic and poliiical touchftone.

Upon the paffing of the late law,

in Favour of the Englifh Roman
Catholics, foToe gentlemen of con-

fiijeration and authority in
_
the

northern part of the united king-

dom, cxpreffed their warm wilbes

in parliament, that its benefits

were extended to thofe of that

commmiion in their own country;

and as the feafon was then too far

advanced, declared their inten-

tion of bringing in a bill for that

purpofe in the enfuing fefiion. Si-

milar fentiments feemcd to prevail

'during the recefs with fome others

;

and as that fpirit of intolerance,

v.-'iich had once fo peculiarly dif-

tinguiihed Scotland from other re-

formed countries, was fuppofed to

have been in a great meafure worn

away, along with the darknefs of

the times, from which fuch a dif-

pofition generally derives its force;

it was fcarcely imagined that the

intended meafure of relief would

have produced any confiderable

degree of oppofition, or even of

ynurmur.

The general afiembly of the
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church of Scotland happened to
be fitting at the very time that the

Engliih aft was in agitation ; and
that body rejedted, by a majority

of above an hundred voices, a mo-
tion then made, for a remonftrance
to parliament againil the paffing of
the bill. This inllance of mode-
ration in the national church
could not but afford great encou-

ragement to the Catholics in Scot-

land to hope, that they (hould be
permitted to partake of the indul-

gence which had been granted to

their brethren in England, and in

Ireland. They accordingly pre-

pared a petition to parliament, and
employed counfel to frame the out-

lines of a bill for that purpofe.

V/hile matters were in this train,

an inflammatory pamphlet, againfl

the doftrines and members of po-

pery, reprefentiiig the latter as ini-

mical to all ftates, and as the com-
mon enemies of mankind, was
written by a nonjuring clergyman,
printed at the expence of the fo-

ciety for propagating Chriflian

knowledge, and circulated with

great induflry thout^h every order

of the people. The eitetls of this

publication ibon began to appear
in fome of the provincial fynods,

where the matter being taken up
and agitated with much heat, an-

gry refolutions were paiTed againil

the unfortunate people who were
the obje'fts of their jealoufy ; and
thefe refolutions, including a full

determination of oppofing every

meafure of relief which was or

might be intended for them, being

publiflaed in the news-papers, could

not fail to excite fome ferment.

The conduft of the fynod of Lo-
thian and Tweeddale, upon which

the eyes of the people were parti-

cularly turned, feemed, however,

calculated
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calculated to reftrain that fury of

zeal, which was now generating,

from fpreading to any great extent.

Notwithllanding the efforts of a

violent party among themfelves,

the humane refolution ifl'ued by

that affembly, went totally to dif-

claim their having any hand in op-

pofing the mild intentions of go-

vernment, for giving relief to their

fellow-fubjeds.

Whatever good efFefls might

have been expcfted from this tem-

perate conduct, they were entirely

defeated or prevented, by the adi-

vity and boldnefs of a few obfcure

zealots in Edinburgh; who, under

the guife of fome ellabliihed poli-

tical body of the ftate, undertook

the protection and defence of the

national church iu the place of

their clergy, whom they charged

with a fcandalous and impious de-

fertion of the caufe of God and
religion. This felf-created body,

artfully concealing their infignifi-

cance, by Itudioully keeping their

names, occupations, and number
in total darknefs, equally availed

themfelves of the opportunity which
their fituation in the capital afford-

ed, of affumitig an extraordinary

degree of importance ; and under
the fpecious and pompous title of
the committee for the protellant

iaterell, eafily paffed upon the pub-
lic, not only for men of rank,

confeqaence, and authority, but

as the afting delegates of a ftill

greater body.

Under this delufive appearance,
to which the prejudices or fears of
the people afforded all phe fanction

they could wilh, they foon became
To popular, that committees for

correfponding with them were ella-

blilhcd in feveral parts of that

country, iind particularly in the

weftern Ihires ; and the public
confidence and opinion increafing,

in proportion to the magnitude of
the dangers which they defcribed,

and were fuppofed to have difco-

vered, they were confidered as the
fitteft and molt eftedive agents, for

applying the contributions of the
v/ell-di(pofed to the immediate de-
fence of religion. Thus a few
unknown men feemed to be en-
trufled with the care of the purfes,

as well as of the confciences of the
people ; and by this means they
were enabled to publifh and dillri-

bute inflammatory pamphlets gra-
tis, and without number; while
the news-papers and ffreets were
crowded with letters, paragraphs,

and hand-bills, teeming with {edi-

tion, invedlive, and abafe ; all

tending evidently to excite a peo-
ple, naturally v^arm and irritable,

to acts of outrage. The eifed an-
fwered their moll fanguine expecta-

tions ; and they foon beheld the

flame which they had fo fuccefsfuliy

(they faid unintentionally) blown
up, not only fpread through every
part of Scotland, but extended in-

to the fouthern part of the united

kingdom ; until, at length, it li-

terally blazed foith in its utmoll

violence, and attended with all its

horrors, in the metropolis of the

empire.

As people are always curious to

know fomething of thofe inftru-

ments, that are the means of pro-

ducing extraordinary or unexpect-

ed effeds, it may be expedlcd that

we fhould take fome notice of the

committee in quellion. From the

only account of it which we have
feen, and which is f.tid to have
been obtained with no fmall diffi-

culty, it appears, that in point of

number it amounted only to thir-

teen
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teen perfons ; that the three firfl or of jealoufy and difcontent, was
principal of thefe, fo far as may publiflied in the news-papers.

be judged from apparent rank or No conceflion could, however,

condition, were, a merchant, a allay the fury of that outrageous

goldfmith, and a teacher of the zeal which was now let loofe. For
poor in an hofpital ; that the re- feme time the Roman Catholics

jnainder were either men exer- had been fubjefted, in open day-

ciilng mean trades, or elfe writing- light, and in the public Itreets, to

clerks, fome ferving in counting- contumelious treatment and Ihock-

houfes, and others in public of- ing threats, from the enraged rab-

iices ; excepting only the thir- b!e. Magiftracy probably did not

teenth, who being yet an appren- imagine to what lengths they might
tice, filled, nouvithllanding, the proceed. As the deftined time of

important ofBce of fecretary to the vengeance drew near, feveral days

comrrtittee. Such were the re- previous notice was publicly given,

doubted champions, who under- by an infinite number of incendiary

took the protedion and defence of letters and hand bills, which were

an cftablifhed national religion ;
difperfed through every part of

already guarantied and fortified, Edinburgh, not only fpecifying

not only by its invincible truth time, place, and objeft, but call-

and holinefs, but by laws, habits, ing upon, or lummoning, the afiirt-

lengch of poileiTion, public opi- ance of the people in the enter-r

nion, and the united force of a prize.

whole empire. This public announcement of a

The wretched people who were dangerous defign, did not produce

thus marked out as the objeds a greater alarm, or any meafure of

prevention ; and was followed by
feveral light attacks with Hones,

and other mifiile weapons, which
feemed only calculated to feel the

courage, and to excite the rage of

year 1779, to acquaint Lord North, the populace, and which went no

through fomc of the northern mem- farther than the breaking of win-

bers of parliament, that chafing dews, or other fimilar milchiefs

;

rather to faciihce their own future wliich were all paiTed over in the

eafe and advantage, than to en- fame manner.

danger the immediate peace of On the appointed day, „ , ,

their country, they would accord- the firit and great objad '_

ingly refrain from any application of attack, was a new '''"'

to the legifl iture, for the expeded, houfe, in which the principal Ro-

and fo much wifhed.^or indulgence, man Catholic clergyman, or biAiop,

And hoping to afluage the fury along with feveral other Jamilies of

and rage of the multitude, the that perfuafion, dwelt ; one room or

letter written upon the fubjedl by floor of which had been defigned

thefe gentlemen to the minifter, in- and prepared for a place of wor-

cluding that refolution, and afl of fliip, or private chapel, as being

forbearance on their fide, which more commodious than another of

totally removed every new objeft the fame c-^iure, and fituated like-

wi.;

of public execration and venge-

a ire, apprehending the moll fatal

confequences from the dangerous

fpirit now raifed, thought it pru-

dent and necefiary, early in the
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wife in a private dwelling- houfe,

which they had for many years oc-

cupied i.i another part of the town.

Although it appears that this room

had been deftined for the ule, to

which it wa5 not then applied, a

year be/ore any thing was agitated

in parliament for the relief of the

Roman Catholics, yet the zealots

of that party, in order to inflame

the people, reprefented this build-

ing as the immediate confequence

of that indulgence ; and held it

out as a new nd fignal inftance of

the intolerable pride and daring

fpirit of popery, which, on the firll

gleam of hope or favour, had thus

at once burlt through all the boun-

daries of decency and difcretion,

and ventured equally to infult the

nation and the Protellant religion,

by ereifting in the metropolis, and
in the face of both, this pompous
place of wordiip, and oftentatious

difplay of its triumph, in which it

was publicly to exhibit all its fu-

perftitions and pageantries.

The people were accordingly

particularly called upon, in thofe

incendiary letters which we have
noticed, to meet at Leith Wynd,
in order *' to pull down that Pil-

lar of Popery lately erefted there."

It is to be obferved that the houfe,

which carried no appearance with-

out fide of its containing any
place of worlhip whatever, was
inhabited by four families, befides

that of tlie clergyman's ; and that

the room laid out for a chapel is

reprefented a; being only 34 feet

in length. This houfe was vio-

lently afTaulted, and fet on fire,

and the flames continued until the

noon of the following day. The
inhabitants with difficulty efcaped
with their lives.

Durinij the demolition of this

main «« Pillar of Popery," a de-
tachment from the main body were
difpatched to the Old Chapel, in
a place called Black Friars W. nd.
The houfe which had the ill for-

tune cf containing that place of
worlhip, was inhabited by feveral

families of trades-people, whofe
property and effects, as well as the
infide of the Jioufe and chapel,
were totally dellrcyed. Here a
coniid^rable library belonging- to

the Roman Catholic bifliop was
alfo dellroyed or carried away.
The rioters afterwards directed
their violen.ce againft the Catholics
in other parts of the town ; and
totally deftroyed the flock in trade
and efJeds of two or three tradei-

men of that profclSon; few houl'es

being inhabited by them, as their

number was very inccnfiderable,

and confining chiefly oF poor
Highlanders, the lowell and mofc
indigent of the people. One or
two ladies of faihion of that com-
munion were threatened and in-

fulted, and obliged to take refuge
in the callle.

It is difagreeable to enter into

the detail of thefe favage difor-

derc, which continued with little

or no efle6>ual refiftance from ma-
giftracy for fome days. Some of
their attempts, as they were more,
wicked, appeared more fuitable to

their courage, than the hunting
out of their obfcure retreats a
handful of miferable people. They
now extended their views to the

punifhment or deflmflion of thcMe

gentlemen, of whatever rank, (t
religion, who had been fuppofed
to favour, or in any degree to af-

ford their countenance, to the late

delign of obtaining a relaxaticin of
the popery laws. The f;iilu'e of
fuccefi which attended their ctForts,
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on this enlargement of defign and

objed, fcrved, however, greatly

to damp the fpirit of future eiiter-

prize. I'heir iirlt fury was di-

redled to the houfe of Profeflbr

Robertfon, the celebrated hirto-

riani and to that of Mr. Crofbie,

an eminent advocate ; who Hand-

ing high, if not at the head of

his proteffion, was ftill more dif-

tinguiflied by the excellency of

his charafter and dlfpofition. The
cnligiitened views and liberal fen-

timents of the firll of thefe gen-

tlemen, which rendered him an

enemy to all perfecution, ren-

dered him an objeft of it to the

deluded populace ; and the fe-

cond had fubmittcd to the crime

of being proreiTionally employed
as counfel by that people, and

of having accordingly drawn up
the bill, which their rep'efenta-

tives had intended to prefent to

parliament. The mob found the

fioafes of thefe gentlemen fo well

armed, and guarded with fo de-

termined a refolution by their

numerous friends, that they re-

frained from proceeding to extre-

mities ; and retired, without any

farther outrage than the breaking

of fome windows.
Thefe attempts feemed to

alarm the magiltracy ; as it did

not fcem now eafy to determine,

to what farther lengths the malice

of zeal might be carried, nor to

what extent the objeds of its re-

venge might be multiplied. They
accordingly ordered fome troops

of dragoons into the town, who,
with detachments from the Duke
of Buccleugh's regiment of fenci-

bles, formed chains acrofs the

flreets and pafies. But the fame
weaknefs or inertnefs on the fide

of the civil government ftill con-

tinued ; and the foldiers, land-
ing with arms in their hands, on
this odious and painful doty,

were moft fhamefully pelted with

ftones, and grievoufly wounded
by the mob.

At length, on the laft day of
the week, a proclamation of a
fingular nature was publiftied by
the magiilracy. In that piece,

the Lord Provoft aflures the peo-

ple, that no repeal of the penal

ilututes againft papifts fhould take
place. The paft riots are attri-

buted to the apprehenfions, fears,

and diftrefTed minds of -weU-meaii.

ing people. But they are in-

formed, that, " after this public

affurance, the magiftrates will

take the moft vigorous meafures

for repreffing any tumultuous or

riotous meetings of the populace,

which may hereafter ariie ; being
fatisned that any future difordtrs

will proceed only from the wick-

ed views of bad and defigning

men." A claufe which feems to

imply the ftrange conceffion, that

the magiftrates had not hitherto

done their duty in fuppreffing the

riots ; and the no lefs extraordi-

nary propofition, that the paft

diforJers proceeded from good
and vvell-difpofcd people.

The example of Edinburgh
was in feme degree copied in

Glafgov,' ; but the conduct of the

magiftrates in that great trading

city was widely dift'erent. The
objefls of perfecution being few

in the latter, and being almoft

wholly, as for the greater part

they were in the former, compof-
ed of poor and laborious people,

who were even deititute of a cler-

gyman of their own profeflion,

the fury of the populace was firlt

and principally directed to a Mr.
Bagnal,



HISTORY OF EUROPE. U'
Bagnal, an Engliih Roman Ca-

tholic ; who being a native of

Stairorciniire, had introduced the

art peculiar to his own country

into Glaigow, where he had efta-

bliihed, and for ieveral years con-

duced a confiderable manufado-

ry of llone ware. The mob
burned his houfes ; totally de-

ftroyed his manufactory and ftock

in trade ; and obliged himfelf

and his family to fly for their

lives into the fields. But the

laudable meafures purfued by the

jnagiftrates and principal inhabi-

tuns for reltoring the public peace

and tranquillity were fo effica-

cious, that the mifchief went no

farther, and order and fecurity

were foon reftored. Being alfo,

at the fame time, equally afham-

ed and concerned, that the cha-

racler and government of fo ex-

tenfively commercial a city Ihculd

fufFer under the imputation and
difgrace of fuch an a&. of outrage

and perfecution, they feemed
willing, fo far as it could be

done, to obliterate every trace of
it from the memory. Bagnal was
accordingly fpeedily acquainted,

that he fhoald be reimburfed for

every part of his lofles to the ut-

termoft farthing ; and feveral of
the principal inhabitants, includ-

ing rel'pedlable names among the

clergy, acquired no imall honour,
by the attention and tendernefs

which the wife and family of the

fufferer experienced from them,
during the immediate prciTure of
their terror and dillreis.

Thcfe matters were of courfe

agitated more than once in parlia-

iTient during that fefllon ; and a
patriotic member of the houfe of
commons was upon the point of
bringing in a bill for affording

compenfation and relief to th^
fuflerers, until the miniller gave
an affurance, that the mutter
would be privately fettled to their

fatisfa<^ion. Upon thefe occa-
fions, the conduii^ of the magif-
tracy of Edinburgh underwent no
fmall degree of animadverfion

;

and the afTumption of the chief
magiftrate, in venturing to anfwer
in his proclamation for the fu-

ture condud'c and meafures to b*
purfued or adopted by the Bri-

tifli legillature, was particularly

and feverely reprehended. Nei-
ther did the miniflers, nor par-
liament itfelf, efcape a fhare of
that cenfure, which was upoa
this occafion freely adminiftered

by one or two members of the op-
pofition ; who obferved, that it

v/as too near and too cruel an in-

fult, fo foon after the i.mmenfe

facrifices which we had made to

the falfe pretence of fupporting

the fupreraacy and dignity of the

Britilh legillature in every part of
the empire, to fufFer a frantic

and contem.ptible rabble at home,
not only to fly in the face of its

prefent authority, but to pfefcribe

limits, beyond which it v.as not

to pafs, to its future operation.

Thus, they faid, fowing, vndts
the fand^ion of a recorded prece-

dent, the feeds of diforder, oat-

rage, contemot of authoritv, and
abiolute rebellion, in every re-

maining part of the Britifh domi-
nions.

However unequal to the cau'e

the effeft may feem, it was through
this religious combuftion, and the

circumllances attending it, that

adminillration lofl that firm hold

of the temper and difpofition of
the people of Scotland, which
nothing elfc, perhaps, could h:.ve

1 Icofened.
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loofened. For the cry tnd alarm

of popery being once raifed, and

freely propagated by the prefs in

every part of the country, the

violent fpirit thus conjured up,

was not fatisfied to conjine its

wrath to the immediate objedls of

apprehenfion and averfion ; but

tracing the fuppofed grievance

and danger to its primary fource,

would fix the more refined part

of its refentraents much higher.

Thus, by degrees, not only the

minifters were held out as objects

of public execration ; but every

department of the Hate, includ-

ino- the higheit and moll facred

fources of the legiflative and ex-

ecutive government, were little,

if any thing, lels than diredtly

charged and reprefented with

forming a confpiracy for the d£-

ftruftion of the proteilant reli-

gion, and the eftabliiliment of

popery on its ruins. Under this

perfuafion or pretence, the zea-

lots in Scotland, not content

with combating and defeating the

phantom of danger which had

appeared in their own country,

would puriue it to its laft refuge

in England ; and eagerly under-

took to preferve or free their bre-

thren in the fouihern part of the

united kingdom from thofe reli-

gious dangers, to which they had

themfelves been hitherto totally

infenfible.

One, among the reft, of thefe

publications, being a kind of

proceft, iffued by the heritors of

the town and Parilh of Carluke,

in the county of Lanerk, feems

a more direft and pointed libel

upon adminiftration in particular,

and government in general, than

the licence of the prefent timei

in the fouth feems to have pro-
duced.

With refpedl to the charge of
fupporting popery, they hold the

following language, having firll

laid it down as a poftulatum, that

whenever that religion is eftablifli-

ed, liberty is banifhed ; viz.
** We are certainly authorized to
*• fay, that, from the pafllng the
" Quebec bill to the prefent
" hour, the encouraging and
" tolerating that bloody reli-

" gion leems to be the only
*' conJiftent, and (we obferve it

" with paii\) the only fuccefsful

" meafure, which the prefent
" miniltry ha-ve adopted. And
" perhaps this linglc principl*
" may account for all that feem-
•' ing vveaknefs and fiudtuation

" of councils which have fo re-
*' markably charaderized their

" adminiilration." — They con-

clude the charges againft mi-
nifters by this declaration or opi-

nion, that, —" If Great Britain
'* for manifold fins is devoted
" to perdition,"—" whether her
" minifters have afted from weak-
<* nefs or defign," —" her a-
'* venging angel could not have
" hit on more proper inftru-
*' ments to haften her ruin."

Nor is parliament treated with

much mora ceremony. They
difclaim all hope of redrefs from

that body ; which, they fay,—
" Not fatislied with repealing
** their own foolifh afcs, have
*' dared to repeal the wife-enadt-

" ed penal ftatutes againft pa-
** pilts, the palladium of our e-

" Itabliftied religion and civil li-

'* berties," kc.

Thefe fpecimens will afford

fome idea of the fpirit and tem-
per
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per of the time in that country, fares, under which the American
The original of this curious pub- difpures and conteft had been fuf-

lication, was ordered to be depo- fered to linger for fo many years,

fited in the archives of the com- had, they laid, totally changed
mittee of correlpondence in Giaf- the ftaie and nature of things.

gow, and copies of it to be pub- If we have loft, faid they, tlte

liihed in the Edinburgh and advantages which fhe afforded, by
Glafgovv newfpapers. It was pro- our folly, let our wildom now
bably about this time they opened immediately cut away thofe fatal

a correfpondence with fome fana- incumbrances which are left be-
tics in London, then obfcure and hind ; thofe incumbrances which
little noticed, calling themfelves clog and impede all our motions,

the Protellant AfTDcialion, whole and render all our exertions a-

objedl feems to have been the gainft the common enemy inef-

fame with theirs, but yet purfued feftive. Let the evils follow the

with lefs violence. benefits. It muft be the extreme
Such was the ftate of public of madnefs to retain one without

affairs in Ireland and Scotland, the other.

In England, befides all other or Such was now the language
former real or fuppofed cauies of held by no fmall number of thole, ,

diffuisfadion, the long continu- who had formerly fupported or

ancc, contrary to the expedtations approved of the American mea-
hcld out, of the American war, fures, and by the whole of thofe

and its hopeleffnefs of ultimate who had conftantly oppofed or

fuccefs in the minds of many, condemned them. They alio uni-

began now to affed the feelings formly coincided in another ge-
of the people, fo generally and neral opinion ; which was, by
powerfully, as to open a fource no means to (brink from the war
of difcontent, which, by degrees, with the houfe of Bourbon,
feemed to grow wider, than any Holding a firm confidence, that

other of which they had hitherto if America was in any manner
complained. Many of thofe who detached from the quarrel, or even
had been among the foremofl: in rendered I'o far incfi'cclive as not

lupporting, and the warmeft in to be confidered as a principal

approving, the meafures which objeft, and our whole force, un-

led to that ilTue, and the princi- der the guidance of wife counfels,

pie on which they were founded, and the ability of thofe great corn-

were now among the loudell in manders, which all the world

lamenting the confequences of knew we poflelTed, was directed

the war, and the molt eager for againfl our natural enemies in

its being brought to a fpeedy con- their moll: vulnerable parts, tiey

clufion. No change, they faid, would not only be lOon fickened

had taken place in their original of the part which they had taken
principle or opinion; but they in our domedic contcR ; but that

' were compelled to conform their wc might alio make fuch repri-

fentiment.s, and to fubmit, to the zals on them, as would atfcrd no
|)refent necefhty of the times. The inconliderable compenfation for the

weaknefs of the couufels and mea- lolles we had luffered.

Vol. XXIII. [C] The
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The danger held cut of an inva-

fion, and the proclamation ordering

provifions to be made againit it,

were feverely criticized by oppoli-

tion ; as tending more to alarm the

people than to fecure the country ;

as weak and indefinite in its di-

re(n.ions, and only calculated to

draw out a few miferable fub-

fcriptions, which might lay a

claim of merit for individuals,

but could never be a fubftantial

aid to government. It was only

indeed a little trick, to confound

an attachment to minifters with a

regard to the fafetyof the country.

On the other hand it was con-

tended, that to caution without

alarming was a thing impoffible.

That future direftions, when oc-

calions aiofe, would render the

proclamation more explicit. That
the whole intent was to make the

people alert, and to call forth the

general exertion. And as for

fubfcription, if it fliould fnew a

confidence in adminiftration, it

was a confidence deferved, and
would be repaid in the honour

and fafety of the nation.

The meafure was not without

efFeft. Large fums were raifed

in feveral counties, and applied

to the levying of independent

corps or companies. About
20,o©ol. was fubfcribed in the

city of Weftminfter, although fome

confiderable parilhes refuled to

concur in the meafure. Some
of the inhabitants alfo of that city

aflbciated, and were formed into

dirtincl bodies, armed and officer-

ed, with a view of being fo far

trained in military difcipline and

exercife, as v/culd enable them to

aft v/ith eifedt, under the imme-
diate neceflity of common de-

fence. In Ibme counties, how-

ever, the meafure was rejefted ^;

and in others it was not propofed.

In one, where a confiderable fub-

fcription was made, the money
was tranfmitted to the difpofal of

the Marine Society ; as a more
ufeful' and conftitutional applica-

tion than to the raifing of land

forces.

In London, the propofal brought

out another for a flrong petition

to the throne, as a previous mea-
fure, requiring the difmiflion of

incapable minifters and evil coun-

fellors, and the employment of
men in whom the nation could

place a confidence, and v/ho

might be capable of retrieving its

affairs. The final confequence

was, that the firft propofal, after

much difculTion, was rejedled,

and the petition then laid by. In

the trading cities and towns, the

money was applied to the man-
ning of the navy ; by which

means, the various bounties to

feamen, accumulated in fome
places, particularly Liverpool, to

a height before unheard of. The
Eaft India company behaved with

a magnificence, fuited to its

greatnefs, and to the apparent

profperity of its aflairs. Befides

a confiderable bounty for the raif-

ing of 60CO men for the naval

fcrvice, it made a liberal offer to

the crov/n, which was accepted^

of building and furnifhing three

feventy-four gun fhips, as an ad-

dition to the royal navy.

The meafures of home defence

met with fimilar animadverfion.

The vaft military force which

was kept for our internal de-

fence, a purpofe to which, they

faid, the minillcr had avowed-

ly in parliament facrificed all

ether confidsrations, and parti-

cularly
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cularly hazarded the prefervation

of our Weft India I Hands, was

faid to be fo injudiciouily difpof-

ed, as to be rendered incompetent

to its only defign. Towns of the

grcatell commercial confequence,

and garrifons which defended the

moll valuable inlets and harbours,

were left in a ftate of nakednefs.

The defencelefs ftate in which

even the great fecurities to our

ftrength, Portfmouth and Ply-

mouth, were afterwards reported

to be, and the confequcat danger

to which they were fuppofed to be

expofed, upon the approach of

the enemy, ferved much to cor-

roborate thefe aftertions and opi-

nions ; and even afforded a degree

of ftrength to others of a fimilar

nature.

All thefe and many more to-

picks were agitated, and they

were agitated with the greater

effett, from the jundion of the

French and Spanifh fleets in the

channel. The fending the fleets

out to America and the Eaft In-

dies, under the decided fuperio-

rity of the enemy in our own feas,

was much condemned.—Events,

which ufually decide the publick

on political meafures, and the in-

efficiency of thofe mighty fleets,

have at length anfwered all thefe

criticifms.

The proclamation which had
been ifl"uc-d by the commiflloners

upon their departure from Ame-
rica, together with fome miniile-

rial declarations in parliament,

had occafioned a very general per-

fvvafion, that as no farther lenity

or forbearance was to be praclifed

with rcfpedl to the refrai5lory co-

lonies, (a miftaken tendernefs,

to which many were apt to attri-

bute the fpinning out of the con-

teft for fo many years) fo the war
would have been carried on in the
eniuing campaign, with a degree
of v.gour and aftlvity hitherto
unknown. At the fame time,
the declaration made by the Ame-
rican minifter in parliament, that
a vaft majority of the people on
that continent were zealoufly at-
tached to the interefts and go-
vernment of Great Britain, and
that even the remainder were ei-

ther tired out and heartily fick of
the war, or torn to pieces by fac-

tions and dilTentions among them-
felves, fpread an opinion no leCs

general, that the defence on the
one fide would be proportionally

as weak and ineffective, as the
coercion on the other would be
powerful and conclufive.

In proportion to the fanguine
expedations thus railed, was the

difappointment and concern which
prevailed towards the dole of the
year, as the failure of fuccefs or
inadivity in the American cam-
paign, and the lofs and danger
in the Weft Indies, came by de-
grees to be known. The people
were wearied out by the tedioul'-

nefs and length of that war, and
difgufted by the continued repe-

tition of hopes and dilappoint-

m.ents which they had fo long ex-
perienced.

In this ftate of danger from
without, and of difcontent with-

in, the miniiiers feemed as little

united among themfelves, as any
clafs or part of the people whj
were committed to their govern-

ment. At the fame time, the fe-

veral parties which formed the op-

pofition feemed to be drawing
cloi'jr together, and to aifl with

more apparent union and concert

than hitherto they had done. Ac
[C] z
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no time do we remember the con-

fidence of the people in government

fo low, as it appears to have been

at that period.

_„ , The parliament of
Utt. I2tn.

jj.^|^,^j jj^gj before the
'779- middle of Odober, and

foon fhewed that they had receiv-

ed a portion of the general fpirit

of the nation. They declared in

their addieffcs to the throne, that

nothing lefs than a free and unli-

mited trade could fave that coun-

try from ruin. The addreffes

were carried up with great pa-

rade amidft the acclamations of

the people. The duke of Leiu-

fter, who commanded the Dublin

volunteers, efcorted the fpealier

in perfon upon that occafion ;

whllft the ftreets were lined on

both fides, from the parliament

houfe to the caftle, by that corps,

drawn up in their arms and uni-

forms. That nobleman had alio

moved for the thanks of the Lords

to the volunteer corps through-

out the kingdom, which was car-

ried with only' one* diffencing

voice.

The afTociations and people at

large, full of anger and jealoufy,

mnnifelled ilrong apprchenfions of

political duplicity on this fide of

the water; and perhnps, did no:

place a perfeft confidence in the

fleadlnefs or perfeverance of their

own parliament.- They were a-

fraid, that they v/ould be amufed

by fAr and empty promifes, un-

til they had refigned their power
along with the national purfe, by
granting the fupplies for the two
following years, accorulng to the

cuflomary mode in that country ;

when being no longer qecefiary to

government, a fudden proroga-

tion would put an end to all

hope of, at lead, amicable redrefs,

for the prefcnt. Under this ap-

prehenfion, a fhort money bill, for

fix months only, by which means
parliament would flill continue

indifpenfably necellary to govern-

ment, became the general cry of

the nation.

As this innovation upon efta-

blifhed form and method, was

ftiongly oppofed, particularly by
the court party, the Dublin mob
thought it necefTary to fhevv their

zeal in the public caufe ; they

were accordingly guilty of great

and violent outrages, as well in

their endeavours to enforce the

meafure, as in their punifhment

of the rcfradory. Although the

Irifh parliament ufed proper mea-
fures to expvefs their refentment,

and to maintain their dignity upon

this occafion
;
yet many of them-

felves being inclined to a vigo-

rous proceeding, and the refc

borne down by a cry alnioH uni-

verfal in the natio.i, the repre-

fentatives found it at length ne-

cefTary to comply, and the fhort

money bill was accordingly palTed

on that fide. A neceffity equally -

convincing, fccured the pafTage of

that humiliating and mortifying

aft in England.

conti-

length

It feemed remarkable, efpecially

in a feafon of fo much diihculty

and trouble, that the office of fe-

cretary of Hate for the northern

department, Ihould have

nued vacant for fo great a

of time, as that which elapfed

from the death of the Earl of Suf-

folk in the beginning of the pre-

ceding month of March. Nor
did the dilTentions among them-

felves produce any new arrange-

ment in adminiftration, until the

approach of the meeting of par-

liament.
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liiment, when their efFeft became
confpicuous, and continued to

operate for Ibmc time longer. Juft

at that period, the Earl of Gower,

Lord prefident of the council, re-

^y , figned thai high office,
i\ov. 24111. ^^^ ^^^ fucceeded by

the Earl of Bathurft. Lord Wey-
mouth likewife refigned his office

of fecretary of flate for the fou-

th'ern department, and was fuc-

ceeded by the Earl of Hillfbo-

rough. Lord Stormont, late am-
bad'a^lor at Paris, was appointed

to the northern department ; the

bufinefs of which had been con-

duded by Lord Weymouth, fince

the death of the Earl of Suffolk.

And the old place of firlt lord of

trade and plantations, which had
been abforbed and included in the

new office of fecretary of ftate for

the colonies, was now feparated.

and bellowed upon the Earl of
Carlifle.

It was the received opinion at

that time, that this defection of
tkcle who formerly compcfed what
has been called the Bedford party

(which had a confiderabic time
before been preceded by the fall-

ing off of the Earl of Upper Offo-

ry, and others, to the oppofitlon)

would now have become general.

But the Lord Chancellor and Mr.
Rigby continued in their places ;

and it would feem, from fubfe-

quent appearances, as if meafures

had been fmce taken to qualify

in fome degree that difguft, which
then operated on fome others.

Such was in general the Itate of

public affairs, previous to, and

about the time of the meeting of

parliament.

CHAP. IIL

Speechfrom the throne. AJdreJfes. Amendment moved in the Houfe of Com'
mons by Lord John Cavendijh. Great Debates. Striilures upon puhiic

meafures in general, and upon the condudl of the preceding campaign. Able

defence made by the minijler. Amendment rejeded upon a di-uifion.

Asn.^ndnent in the Houfe of Lords mo\)edfor by the Marquis of Rocking'

ham. After long debates, rejeSled upon a dit'ifion.

UNDER the circumftances

which we have defcribed, it

feenred no eafy matter to deter-

mine what ground to choofe, in

framing a fpeech for the opeiing.
of parliament. Tnis feafon of the

year had generally been peculiar-
ly favourable fmce the commence-
ment of the troubles, in the pro-
duction of fome intelligence, v^hich

might fcrve to bring miniflcrs and
parliament together" with a face of
good humour ; and which might
wjrrant in feme mcafure the hold-

ing out of fuch a degree of expec-

tation with refpeft to the war,

and fuch a prclpeft of the attain-

ment of its hrlt and principal ob-

jed at no very great diftance, as

afforded encouragement to perfe-

verance, and inducement to pre-

fent liberality of (upport.

But the prefent leaion was not

fortunate in this rei'pedl ; and th$

prcfpeft of affairs at the opening

of the feflion, fecnied fcarcely to

afford more room tor hope, iha!\

the retrofped did for exultwion.

[C] 3 I".
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In thefc circumftances, the judi-

cious arrangement of the matter

could only fupply its defects in

the conftrudlion of the fpeech. It

was neceflary ito keep back thofc

parts which were diigufung, and

only to bring thofe forward which

might be difpoied of to fome ad-

vantage. Lofs or misfortune were

therefore properly pafled over;

and an efcape from imminent

danger, afforded fulficient matter

of fatisfaaion, if not of triumph.

In a failure of aftive exertion, it

became the more neceffary to hold

out to the people, a full confi-

dence in that defenfive llrength

arifing from their common union ;

and where a recital of particular

events could not admit of much

happy application, it was to be

judicioufly evaded, by taking a

wider field upon general ground.

The fpeech from
INov. 2 5tn.

^j^g throne accordingly
^779- opened with an ob-

fervation, that being attacked by

an unjuft and unprovoked war,

and contending with one of the

moll dangerous confederacies that

ever was formed againft the crown

and people of Great Britain, they

were called upon by every princi-

ple of duty, and every confidera-

tion of intereft, to exert their

united efforts in the fupport and

defence of their country.—That,

although the defigns and attempts

of our enemies to invade this

kingdom had been hitherto fruf-

trated, they (till menaced us with

great armaments and prepara-

tions ; but it was trufted, that

we were well (prepared to meet

every attack, and to repel every

infult.—His majefty knew the

charafter of his brave people; the

menaces of their enimiesj and the

approach of danger, had no other

eficft on their minds, than to ani-

mate their courage, and to call

forth that national fpirit, which
had fo often defeated the projefts

of ambition and injuflce ; and
which had enabled the Britiflx

fleets and armies, to uphold and
preferve the liberties of Europe,

from the reliefs and encroaching

power of the houfe of Bourbon.

The flate of Ireland, they were
informed, had not been unattend-

ed to. In confequence of their

former addrefTes, the neceffary pa-

pers would be laid before them;
and it was recommended, that they

fhould confider what further be-
nefits and advantages might be ex-

tended to that kingdom, by fuch

regulations and methods, as might,

moll efFeftually, promote the com-
mon llrength, wealth, and inter-

efls of all the dominions.

A total filence was obferved with

refpecl to America and the Weft
Indies ; nothing that related to

either was even alluded to. The
circumftances of the war, and the

events of the campaign, in what-

ever part, were equally pafTed,

over.—The inevitable great and

heavy expences of the enluing year

vv'ere regretted ; but the ufual re-

liance placed on their wifdom and
public fpirit for the neceffary fup-

plies.— The dlfcipline, good con-

du£l, and fleady perleverance of

the militia, was acknowledged
v/ith entire approbation.-—Thanks
were returned to all ranks of loyal

fubjefls who had flood forth in

this arduous conjunflure, and by
their zeal, their influence, and
their perfonal fervjce, had given

confidence as well as flrength to

the national defence.—And the

fpeech concluded by declaring a

firiit
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firm refolution to profecute the

war with vigour, and to make
everv exertion, in order to com-

pel our enemies to liflen to equi-

table terms of peace and accom-

modation.

An addrefs, in the ufual ftile

and form, was moved for and le-

conded in the Houfe of Commons
by the Lords Levvifham and Park-

er.—An amendment to the follow-

ing purport wa^ moved for by

Lord John Cavendifli, viz. to be-

feech his majefty to reiledl upon

the extent of territory, the power,

the opulence, the reputation a-

broad, and the concord at home,

which diiliaguifhed the opening

of his majefty 's reign, and mark-
ed it as the mofl fplendid and

happy period in the hiftory of this

nation ; and on the endangered,

impoverilhed, enfeebled, dillrac-

ted, and even difmembered ftate

of the whole, after all the grants

of fucceflive parliaments, liberal

to profufion, and trulHng to the

very ucnaoft extent of rational con-

fidence ; that his majefty will na-

turally expeiH: to receive the ho-

nert opinion of a faithful and affec-

tionate parliament, who would
betray his majefty, and thofe

whom they reprefent, if they did

not diftinclly itate to his majefty,

that if any thing can prevent the

conliimmation of public ruin, it

can only be new counfels and new
counfellors, without farther lofs

of time, and a real change, from
a fincere conviction of paft errors,

and not a mere palliscion, which
muft prove fruitlefs.

. As the amendment propofed in

the Houfe of Lords, was fubftan^

tially the fame with that which
we have ftated, we (hall indifter-

ently bring into cne point of view.

the principal arguments ufed in

both Houles, excepting where
fome circumftances peculiar to ei-

ther, may render a diftindion ne-

cefTary. The oppohcion now feel-

ing their ftrength, as well from
their own union, as from the

voice and opinion of the people,

afTumed a new afpefl, and held a

higher and more determined tone

in parliament, than they had hi-

therto praiflifed. All temporiz-

ing meafures and obfervances feem-

ed to be done away ; their lan-

guage was fevere, their cenfures

unqualified, and their charges

pointed, direft, and fent home to

their adverfarics. The debates

were accordingly mafculine, bold,

ferious, and awful ; and were
more immediately and generally

interefting, than they had been
from the beginning of the prefent

unhappy troubles. They did not

now confine chemfelves to narrow
ground ; to the examination and
cenfure of recent meafures, the

conduft of the \\ar, nor even to

that of the prefent minifters. They
firft took a wide and comprehen-
five range, which included the

general adminiftration .of public

affairs during much the greater

part of the prefent reign, before

they referred to particular mea-
fures or men.
On that general ground they

peremptorily infifted, that the

caufe of all our misfortunes, ot

that unexampled change, which,

within the laft feventeen years,

had taken place in the ftate and
circumflances of the Britifti em-
pire, proceeded from a new, infi-

dious, and moft pernicious fyftem

of government ; a fyitem calcu-

lated to deftroy sU principle, and
to difTolve all the bands of opi-

[C] 4 nioa
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nion which unite mnnkind ; a

fyllem which had already been
iubveriive, in a very unhappy de-

gree, of the national honour and
character, and which tended ulti-

mately 10 the difiblution of tiie

conllitution, if not of the go-
vernment of this country. Tins
unhappy fyilem, they faid^ how-
ever artfully covered, and how-

mofity which it had generated

even in parliament, and v\hat v»'as

ftill worfe, that unequalled con-

tempt of order, of goveinment,

of the laws, and of the legifla-

ture, which it had fpread among
the lower ranks of the people.

Yet, notwithftanding the irretrie-

vable lofTes, and the ftill greater

dangers, of which this favourite

ever invifibic its authors, had not fyfteni had already been produi'Live,

efcaped obferA'ation at its intro

duftion, any more than in its pro-

grefs. It had been feen, with the

deepeft concern, from about the

year 1763, to the prefent time,

that however the inflruments were
changed, however appearances va-

ried, however the mode was oc-

cafionally fliifted, or whatever
temporary interruptions occurred.

it was flill, they faid, fo pertina-

cioufly adhered to, that the lofs

of national renown, with that of

half the empire, and the immi-
nent danger of the remainder,

were facrifices offered, or hazard-

ed, without fcruple, to ics fup-

port.

This fyftem, they faid, muft be

totally done away, or nothing

the lyflem itfelf never changed its could be efFcdually done ; expe
nature, was never out of fight,

and was, although with different

degrees of exertion, conftantly

purfued with the moil unremit-

ting perfeverance.

This fatal fyflem, they faid,

had vifibly fpread its baleful in-

fluence through the army, the

navy, the fenate, through every

department of the ftate, and
through every order of the people;

and as its grand and leading prin-

ciples of aiiion, v/ere, corruption,

the deftruftion of character, with

that wretched and abominable po-

licy, the di<vid2 et imtera, it was
not to be wondered at, that its

progrefs fhould be every where
marked, by the confufion, dif-

cord, and ruin which it produc-
ed ; by the dilgrace which it

brought upon our arms, the con-

dients might render things poili-

bly worfe, but they could not ren-

der them better. But it would be

in vain to hope for any fincere and

real change of the fyftem, while

its inftruments were fuffered to

continue in power.—New coun-

fels, and new counfellors, they

contended, were not only now
loudly demanded by the nation,

but were become a matter of abfo-

lute neceflity with refpedl to our

political exigence ; and the fcve-

reign mult alfo give his confi-

dence to thofe whom he apparent-

ly trufts, or it would be delulory

to expeft, that even nev/ counfels

and new counfellors could fuc-

ceed.—They fummed up the whole

by concluding, that it was only

from fuch an efteftual and total

change, that a rational hope could

tempt, ridicule, or execration of , be entertained, even of the pre-

mankind, which it had drawn fervation of the ftate in any form;
upon our public counfels ; by that but that nothing lefs could af-

bitter fpirit of contention and ani- ford the (hadow of hope, of oar

ever
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ever again recurring to thofe an-

tiitit principles of government,

under which our commerce and

our fame had been extended to

every part of the globe, our in-

tereits became conneded with thofe

of the remoteft nations, and we
had rifen to that extraordinary

pitch of power, glory, and do-

meiHc happinefs, which alternate-

ly excited the admiration, and the

envy of mankind.
From a general view of the fup-

pofed fyftem, they entered into

a detail of its imputed etfedts on

the executive and . fubordinate

parts of government. Thofe offi

cers, they faid, civil and mili-

tary, who were in great trull or

in high command, particularly if

their merit had placed them high

in the opinion and confidence of

their country, were the marked
objeifts of its pernicious influence.

Thus, while knowledge and in-

tegrity were profcribed in our

councils, diftinguifned valour and
ability were equally profcribed

in our fleets and armies.—Our
great naval commanders were
driven from the fervice ; nor were
more atrocious and dangerous

attempts left untried ; the military

commanders were no better treated
;

and in the moment of difficulty

and danger, the ftate was rob-

bed of its bell and fureft de-

fence.—Thus onr fleets and ar-

mies were either languifhing in

difcontent, or torn to pieces by
diflfention ; and the fpirit of enter-

prize lunk under the benumbing
convi>flion, that whatever honour
pr advantage might be atchieved

by brave and hardy fervice abroad,

mull inevitably perifli under the

fatal bl.ifts of that malignant in-

fluence which prevailed at home.

The public meafares and tran-

fadlions of the current year at
home and abroad, whether with
refpefl to the adua! Operations of
v/ar, the difpofitioa of our fleets

and armies, or the adopted fyilem
of home defence, opened a wide
field for animadverfion, which
was occupied with no fmall degree
of vigour by the oppofition. As
the alledged criminal negleft, and
confequent fatal decline of oar
navy, had held a principal place

in the general charge of pall mif-
condu(5l, fo the fuppofed exem-
plihcaiion of that unhappy deciine

and vveaknefs, which, they faid,

had been recently exhibited in the

channel, afforded an opportunity

for the' moll direct application of
particular cenfure.

The povv'ers of language feemed
accordingly exhauiled, in the va-

rious expreffion of grief, fliame,

indignation, and rei'entment, dif-

played upon this fubjedl. They
laid it was referved for the prefent

inaufpicious and dilgraceful asra,

for the adminillration of thofe men
who had fevered the empire, and
who had plunged the Englilli na-

tion in all the guilt and calnmity

of a cruel and inextinguiihable

civil v,'ar, to brand this country

with the indelible difgrace-of the

preceding iummer ; to exhibit the

unthought of and unheard of fpec-

tacle, of a Britilli fleet flying, in

fight of their own coall, b^^fore

that of Bourbon. Thts, faid

they, refigning all at onoe, that

empire of the ocean, the inex-

haullible foLirce of all our power
and greatnefs ; the prize of pall

valour, and the reward of antient

virtue ; thus giving up, without

a blow, even the dominion of the

narrow feas, our hereditary, and

hitherto
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hitherto undifputed patrimony
;

and thus, while all Europe was

loft in artonifhment, was that

name, national charafter, and ge-

neral opinion, which bear fo great

a fway in the affairs of man-
kind, in a moment annihilated.

Without enquiring at prcfent,

they faid, into the caufes of that la-

mentable naval inferiority, through

which our naked and aftoniflied

coafts were abandoned to the out-

rage of the enemy, and the triumph-

ant flag of the infulting foe fo

long domineered on our native

feas, it was fitting to afk mini-

fters, what defence they could

make, or what apology to the na-

tion, for the unguarded and de-

fencelefs fiate, in which Plymouth,
the fecond of our great naval

arfenals, and the depofitary of a

treafure, which no money, nor

perhaps time, could replace, was,

in that feafon of difgrace and dan-

ger, not only expofed to his in-

fult, but to abfolute deftrudlion r

The iniufficiency of the fleet, they

faid, afforded no cover of defence

or excufe ; as that great maritime

key of the kingdom, was poiTe fled

of fufficient ftrength, to require

r.othing more than a proper gar-

rifon, and the neceflary military

provifion, for its effeftual pro-

teflion.

Another quellion, they faid,

naturally arofe from the fiighteli:

yiew of the tranfadions of that

fhameful period, to which it be-

hoved thofe who afiumed the con-

duiSl of our public affairs, to give

a clear and fatisfaftory anfwer.

—

Jf miniiters are not really charge-

able with V ilfuliy bringing on
our late difgrace and danger, how
can they pretend to account for

not preventing the janftion of the

French and Spanifh fleet ?—This,
they laid, was a meafure fully

within their reach. They well

•know, that the Breil fleet was far

more backward in point of pre-

paration than the Britilh ; and it

is a matter of public notoriety,

that the latter loitered for a fort-

night, without any objeft, at Tor-
bay, or on the coafl, when its

proceeding to fea would have pre-

vented the junAion, or what would
have been ftill more important,

might have afforded an opportu-
nity of intercepting the French
fleet ; and that, under fach cir-

cumftances of advantage, as muft
have produced efFeds decifive of
the fortune of the campaign, if

not of the war.

The miniiters, faid they, will

not venture to tell us, that they

were ignorant of the great fupe-

riority which the jundion of the

Bourbon fleets would produce.

Their line of conduft was marked
out by long eftablifhed and repeat-

ed precedent. They know, or

ought to know, that this meafure
of- prudence had not only been
conftantly adopted and flridiy at-

tended to in all former wars with
tho'e powers united, but that ia

the contefts with France alone,

the junction of her Mediterranean
flt-et v.ith that of the Ocean, had
been uniformly guarded againfl

with the moll: unremitting care and
indcilry. Yet thefe precautions

were ufed in the moft fiouriihing

fiate of our navy ; in thofe happy
feafons of power and fortune,

when fome inattention to the rulei

of prudence might leem not alto-

gether inexcufable. But can, faid

they, in the prefent ftate of

things, any prefumed flock of ig-

norance, any fuppofcd porticfli of

rjesrii-
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negligence or folly, fatisfaflorily which prevails at home, renders

account for fo dangerous, and all the exertions of valour and

for what might well have been, ability fruitlefs, and predeftinatea

fo fatal an oniiflion ? the ill fuccefs that follows.

The negleft of the ifland of The difpofal, the amount, and

Jerfey, was no lefs an objeft of the government of the military

cenfure. Through the want, they force kept within the kingdom,

faid, of two or three frigates, of afforded a copious fuhjeft of ani-

that fmall marine force, which madverfion and cenfure. Thb
would have been fufficient to re- was ftated, including the militia,

pel the defuhcry attempts, that and the various corps of new- rail-

were at that feafon to be expeded ed troops, as exceeding a hundred

from St. M loes. Admiral Ar- thoufand men actually in arms,

buthnot, in his laudable zeal for Yet this vaft force, which, tliey

the relief or recovery of the faid, under former wife and hap-

ifland, was obliged to abandon py adminiflrations, would have

his convoy, and to defer his voy- conveyed terror and deftruclion

age to New York. By that home to our enemies, and fpreai

means, a fleet of three hundred alarm and danger through their

merchantmen and tranfports, were remotell poflefllon?, was kept ia-

expofed to the dangers of the fea pine and idle at home. The
and the enemy in the open road enormous and cumberfome ma-
of Torbay, the trade was detain- chine, which was framed and fup-

ed a full month at home, and fuf- ported at fo immenfe an expencc
fered, at lealt, an equal delay on to the public, was kept iner<

the voyage, to the immenfe lofs without life or aftion, through

and expence of the merchants ;
the ignorance and incapacity oi:

and the reinforcements for Sir thofe who were intruded with its

Henry Clinton, which, to anfwer movements.—Nothing, they faM,
any effeflual purpofe, fhould have could more clearly point oat, ei-

been landed at New York before ther the atrocious defigus, or the

the time of their departure from confummate folly of adminiftra-

Erigland, did not arrive at the tion. It was either intended that

place of their deftination until the this prodigious, force fhould &&
end of Auguil, when the feafon againll the people, or it was un-
for aftion was nearly over, and neceflary and had no objecl—they

the troops had fuiFered fo much might chufe the alternative. If

from the unufual length of their we had no fleet, it was more than

confinement on fliipboard, that competent to internal defence ; if

they were incapable of any im- we had a fleet, and could trcft to

mediate fervice. Thus, faid they, it, we had no occafion for fo vaft

were all the views and hopes of a land force. A vail fleet, and a
the campaign fruftrated in the vail military force, were incompa-
'outfet ; and thus, year after year, tible j if the Ihength of the na-
is the blood and treafure of the tion was to be equally divided be-

nation confumed, and its llrength tween the land and the naval fer-

exhaulled, in that fatal contcft

;

vices, neither fervice could be

while the unequalled mifcondudt rendered efleclual. Independent

of
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of experience or precedent, our (i-

tuatioa pointed out the true po-

licy.

But minifters beaded loudly of

the wifdom of their conduifl in this

Tefpei\, and of the eili-'iiual bene-

fits which it had produced;—we
had cfeaped from danger—and they

had frnllrated the dcligns of the

enemy. Utterly incapable, they

iaid, through a total want of ge-

nius and ability, of couducUng the

war upon an extenfive kale, or of

forming any bold and comprehen-
£ve fcheme of attion, they nar-

rowed its objedls to the meaJure of

their own ideas, and rell their me-
rits upon a mean and daftardly

iyitem of local defence, confined

merely to the feat of empire. Such

has been the wretched application

of all the joint power during the

prefent year, of three hundred
thoufand men in. arms, of three

hundred {hips of war, and of twen-

ty millions of pounds fterling.

Yet it will be found, faid they,

that their domeftic merits are upon
the fame fcalc with their foreign

;

and that all their meafures at home
and abroad, are marked by the

fame peculiar fatality. Although
they lacrificed every other objed

to the home defence, the meaiurcs

which they adopted for that par-

pofe were as fnamefully defedive,

as thofe which they had purfueJ

in the adlive operations of the war.

Thus, with a force lying dormant
within the kingdom, fufficient to

have carried terror and hoilility in-

to the heart of tlie mofl: powerlul

flates, the dihofitlon of this preat

force, under the incapacity of its

direftion, -was fo fuperlativcly

wretched, as to ;endcr it totally

inadequate to its defign ; orr

weilein coafts were in a manner
abandoned to the enemy ; we were

5

expofed in the moll tender and va-

luable parts to the moll imminent

danger ; Plymouth fcemed doomed
to inevitable deftrudlion ; nor was
the fecurity of PortCmouth much
better ellabUfhed. So \aft an ar-

my, under fuch a guidance^ could

not afibrd protedion to thcie inva-

luable repolitories of cur naval

flrengtl) ; and we were expofed to

a loli, which no human means
could iiave fupplied or remedied.

Klinillers, they faid, might well

boall in the fpeech, of their new
and only ally, Providence ; whole

fully and milcondudl had rendered

thtm fo univcrfaliy contemptible

or odious, as to be abandoned by

all mankind ; and who having

interdiclfd all wiidom and ability

from their counfels, had alfo, in

the midil of a moft ruinous and

dangerous warfare, and finking

under the prcffure of a greatly fu-

perior combination of force, driven

every commander by fea and land

from their lervice, wljo was capa-

ble of giving efficacy to their mi-

litary exertions. In fuch circum-

llances, with an infeiior fleet, a

defencelefs coaft, a treafury ex-

haulled by folly and prodigality,

with an adminiftration fupine, di-

vided, and incapable, we mull

have fallen a prey to our cojnbined

enemies, if they had feized the

critical opportunity ot making the

attack. But this miraculous in-

terpofition cf providence, in blind-

ing the enemy at one feafon, and

lluking them with contagious dif-

temper at another, only went to

our prefervation. Providence left

the unparalleled diigrace, and the

caufes of the danger, to be an»

fvvercd for by minillers.

Nor .was the internal govern-

ment of our military foice lefs ani

madverted
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ma-iiverted upon, than its difpofi-

tion or application. The new I'yf-

tem adopted of modelling the ar-

my, was condemned in the ftrongeft

terms, and rcprelentcd, as not be-

in"- more uniull and Icandaloiis in

the pradlice, than ruinous in tne

cficd. The honourable fears and

long fervices of the experienced ve-

teran, they faid, were obliged to

give way, to the fuperior interell,

to the, perhaps, fecret and corrupt

influence, which fuppcrted the

raw fubaltern, who could lay no

claim either to merit or fervice.

Nor did the evil, however glaring

and {hameful, flop there. Men
totally unacquainted with military

affairs, were called from the civil

walks of life, and fuddehly ap-

pointed to the command of regi-

ments. Defies, counting-houfes,

and public offices, were ftrippcd

of their uieful and peaceable oc-

cupiers, to fupply a new race of
commanders and generals for our

armies. Thus were olRcers of long

fervice and tried honour, reduced

to the hard neceflity, of either aban-

doning a profefiicn, to which they

had dedicated their fmall fortunes,

their hopes, and their lives, or of

fubmitting to the military difgrace

of obeying thofe whom they were
ufed to command, and of receiv-

ing orders from men, whofe inca-

pacity and ignorance rendered

them objedls of their fovereign

contempt.

By this means, they faid, con-

titfiial murmurings, jerdoufies, and
difcontents, wexe generated among
ihole who were fighting the bat-

tles of their country. Men who
Were bravely encountering all the

fatigues harddiips, and perils of
war, and who from their habits of
life, and the nature of their pro-

feffion, were exceedingly fufcepti-

ble and quick in their fenfe of in-

jury, and habitually nice in points

of honour, were, by the caprice
and corruption of minilters, con-
tinually fretted and galled in the
tendereit part, their attention dif-

turbed in the execution of their

duty, and their minds alienated

from the fervice, while their fpi-

rits were broken, and their mili-

tary pride fubdued, by iecing all

their hopes of due preferment
blafted, and by being obliged to

crouch under a fenfe of indignity

and injury, which they could not
refent without perfonal ruin.

The alarming and dangerous 11-

tuation of Ireland, prefented new
objeds of Itricture to the oppoG-
tion, and afforded a new edge to

their cenfure. They faid, tha:

every evil and danger there, was
owing to that fatality which had in-

fluenced the incomprehenfible con-
duft of minifiers in the preceding
feffion. They had been repeatedly

warned of the danger and of the

injuftice of delay by the oppoii-

tion ; the latter had ufed their ut-

mofl endeavours in both houfes to

defer the adjournment of parlia-

ment, until fbme remedy was af-

forded for the evils which opprelTeJ

our fitter ifland. But although

this propofal held out the moft fa-

vourable opportunity to them,
by remedying the ill effefts, to

obliterate the traces of their own
pall negligence and mifcondud;
yet fo blind and incorrigible was
their obllinacy, and fo unhappily

devoted the zeal of that Handing
majority which fupports all their

meafures, that it was triumphantly

overruled, in contempt of all rea-

fon and argument, and in defiance

of all confcijuenccs. A mcdc.-ate

d.'ijree
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degree of equitable condefcenfion

then, would have been received by

, our iilter iiland, as the mofl: friend-

ly kindnefs, and acknowledged
with the moft laiHng gratitude

;

whereas, the greatell facrifice of

lier commercial and political inte-

jelts which this country can now
make, inllead of being confidered

as the grant of favour, will be re-

garded as the mean conceffion of

fear.

The fame condud, they faid,

which prevailed in Europe, was to

be traced in every other part of the

world. The enemy had, at one
fweep, carried every thing that

was Englifh away, through the

whole extent of the African coafts.

The dominion of the fea, was no
lefs etfeftually, they faid, though

much lefs difgracefuUy, loft in the

Weft Indies, than in the narrow
feas and the channel. Our brave

commanders and feamen in that

quarter, determined that the Bri-

tifh name, and their own profef-

iional character, Ihould not be funk

under the fatality and difgrace of

Gur public counfels ; but they were
unable to fupport her power againft

the fuperiority of the enemy. The
French flag reigned as triumphant-

ly in the gulph of Mexico, as in

the European feas j and the fame
unhappy and difgraceful feafon,

Ihewed the downfal of our naval

power in every part of the world.

Our Weft India iflands, they

faid, had been more properly deli-

vered up to the enemy, than fub-

dued by him. It made no differ-

ence in the nature of things, whe-
ther our poffefTions were furren-

dered or fold, by a public or pri-

vate treaty with France, or whe-
ther they were left (o naked and
defencelcfs, that the enemy fliould

have nothing more to do, than to

fend garrifons to take pofleffion of

them. This they infilled to have

been the cafe with refpeft to the

iilands we had loft ; and thofe that

remained, they defcribed, as not

being in a much better fituation.

Jamaica, in particular, they faid,

the moft valuable now of our co-

lonial pofl'eftions, and the prin-

cipal fource of our remaining

trade and wealth, was moft ftiame-

fully abandoned ; and was at that

moment in the moft imminent dan-

ger, if not already loft.

This courfe of inveftive was
wound up by declaring, that the o-

miflions and defefts which produced

all thefe calamities, went fo much
beyond any thing which could be al-

lowed for impotence and imperfec-

tion of mind, that they feemed

under a neceffity of charging their

condudl to direft treachery. That
final ruin, or a total change of

fyftem and of men, was the Ihort

alternative to which we were now
reduced. The fhort fentence of

Ne'w Counfels end Neav Coun/ellors

included, they faid, all the means
of our national falvation, and ex-

prefled the fentiments of every in*

telligent and independant man in

England ; it was the univerfal lan-

guage out of doors, and of thofe

within, when they went out.

The i'peech itfelf underwent its

fhare of cenfure, with refpeft both

to matter and omifTion ; and the

acknowledgment in the propofed

addrefs of the lords, of the blef-

iings enjoyed under government,

afforded an opportunity for much
feverity of comment and obferva-

tion in that houfe. It was freely

afked, whether that recognition of

public happinefs was founded in

truth? Whether it was not an in-

fult
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fult to parliament, when applied

to the minifters ? Whether there

was a noble lord prei'ent, of any

defcription, who could lay his

hand to his heart, and fairly con-

gratulate his majefty on the blef-

iings enjoyed under his govern-

ment ? A majority might indeed

grant a vote ; but they could go

no farther ; they coiild neither

clofe the eyes, nor warp the opi-

nions of mankind. Such an ap-

probation, given in defiance of

public notoriety, and the evidence

ef every man's fenfe and feeling,

muit not only fail of its intended,

but produce a very contrary eiFed ;

it would only ferve to excite con-

tempt and ridicule in the firil in-

ftance, and tend to the degrada-

tion of parliament in the fecond.

For themfelves, they faid, that no

motive whatever fhould induce

them to the vain and fcandalous

attempt, of giving a fanftion to

fo grofs a fpecies of delufion and
impoficion, by the acknowledg-
ment of bleffings which did not

exift, and a recognition of the

merits of government, in diredl

coBtradidlioa to experience and
fadl.

The miniiler oppofed, in the

Houfe of Commons, the indirefl

charges of treachery which were
made on the other fide, with tem-
per and firmnefs. He obferved,

that inch charges or infinuations

feemed of late to become a fa-

vourite topic with gentlemen in

the oppofition, who perhaps hoped
to derive fome great advantage
from tiie frequent repetition ; but

if they were not entirely vague
and unfounded, and calculated

merely to ftir up or nurfe difcon-

tent and fufpicion abroad, why
did ihey not come forward like

men, and purfae their accufa-
tions ? Why did they not follovr

them up with fpccific and defined
proofs ; thereby to fix the guilt,

and bringing it home fairly and
diredtly to its proper objed, com-
pel the mifcreants, whoever they
were, or where-ever found, to un-
dergo that fate which treachery
deferves ? In allufion to what had
fo repeatedly been faid, of the
general opinion and difcontcnt of
the people, he eagerly exclaimed,
" God forbid, that there ihould

be a voice in the nation, ftronger,

louder, more peremptory or deci-

five, than that of parliament."—

.

For himfelf, whenever his account-
ing day fhould come, and that day,
he faid, muft come, he Ihould

meet it'without fear. There were
laws for the protedion of inno-
cence, and if his accufers adhered
to the laws, he fhould be fafe.

His innocence would be his fhield,

and the laws would render him in-
vulnerable under that protedioii.

Our being deftitute of allies, or,

as it was called on the other fide,

our being abandoned bv mankind,
was not to be attributed to anv
diflike on his fide to continental

connedions ; but to the prevalent,

though miilaken politics of other

powers, and to the peculiar cir-

curnltances of the contefl in which
we are at prefen: engaged. If
FranOs had attacked any power
upon the continent, others would
have felt themfelves immediately
interefted in the confequences ani
event, and would accordingly have
taken an adive and decided part.

Our policy would have led us to a
finiilar interference ; and the reci-

procality of interefts, with the

fime objjd in view, would have

been a common bond of alliance
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and union. But Great Britain not

being conlidered as a continental

power, other Hates did not think

themfelves i'o much interelled with

refpedl to the prefcnt attack made
upon her, or lb liable to be afFcdled

by its confequences, as if it had
been made upon their more imme-
diate neighbours. The contefl was
likevvife, in its origin, merely co-

lonial and domertic ; its objeifls

were in another quarter of the

world ; and even flill, the opera-

tions of the war being either na-

val, or conducted at a vaft diftance,

did not much difturb the internal

peace of Europe, nor were the

confequences confidered as afFeft-

ing the general balance of power.

Our being left alone to encoun-

ter the vafl; fuperiority of the ene-

my, was not then to be imputed to

any fault or negled on the fide of

the councils or miniflers of the

throne, but to the m.iftaken opi-

nion and erroneous policy of other

ftates ; who had, fi-cm thence,

blindly permitted the united houfe

of Bourbon, to bring their whole

force, unmoleiteJ and undillurbed,

to bear upon this country. This
was a mifchlef, which was as little

to be forefecn as prevented by the

miniilers of Great Britain. They
could not be accountable for the

conduift of other dates. It was
not, however, to be doubted, that

other powers vvoLild fpeedily per-

ceive and redify their error ; and

that, with a proper attention to

their true intercll, as well as to

the general fyftem of Europe, tJ^ey

would interpofe to check the am-
bition of the houie of Bourbon.

The fame argument applied \vith

equal efteft to that charge, on

which all the eloquence of grief,

and ail the indignation of appa-
^

rent paflion, had been exhaufted

on the other fide ; that of our na-
val inferiority, particularly on the

narrow fcas. It was impoifible for

Great Britain alone, to oppofe an
equal number of fhips to the whole
united force of the houfe of Bour-
bon ; but if fhe even equalled or

exceeded them in point of num-
ber, flill the wide arrangement
of her naval fervices, which was
indifpenfably necefiary for the pro-

teiElion of her numerous, expofed,
and remote dependencies, muit at

any rate, notwithftanding any (kill

or judgment in the difpofition, af-

ford an opportunity to the enemy
of obtaining a fuperiority in fome
particular part. Yet with that

vafl fuperiority which they aftually

pofTeffed in the preceding fummer,
it would be found, on due conli-

deration, that the diigrace was on
their fide, and not on ours. They
had fitted out a great and formida-
ble armament ; and it was true,

that they had appeared upon our
coafls ; they talked big, threatened

a great deal, did nothing, and re-

tired.

Two things were to be particu-

larly remembered, that the enemy
were avowedly afting on the olFen-

five, and w as profeiTedly on the

defenfive. They came with a de-

clired intention to invade us, we
undertook, to defeat the defign

;

they were therefore foiled ; for

they had not dared, even to make
the attempt. Their immenfe ar-

maments paraded, and paraded to

no purpofe ; and their millions

were fpent in vain. Had they

landed, (and it were almoft to be
wifhed they had) their reception

would have beers fuch, as would

not only have added to their dif-

grace, but would have afforded

them
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to crown the hiltory of their cam-
paign.

It was denied, that the retreat

of the Britilh fleet, under Sir

Charles Hardy, up tiie channel,

could with any propriety be con-

fidered as a flight. The whole

•onduct of that admiral, demanded
no lefs the admiration than the ap-

plaufe of his country. To decline

an engagement, when he expeded
a reinforcement, and when the

enemy were fo vaftly fuperior in

number, was the eitei^ of pru-

dence, and eminent profeflional

Hull ; to have accepted a chal-

lenge, would have been the mad-
nefs of valour. It was not, how-
ever, in any degree a flight ; he

endeavoured, by feveral judicious

motions, to have drawn the enemy
up the channel, where, from its

narrownefs, ^and other circum-

ftances, our fleet might have en-

gaged them with lefs difadvantage,

and they might have been fubjei5l-

ed to much danger. The enemy
did not chufe to venture far up the

channel ; but the defign was the

refult of prudence and fuperior

judgment. It was indeed true,

that if the commander could then

have poflibly known the internal

flate and ill condition of the ene-
my's fleet, he would hr.ve eagerly

fought an engagement, inftead of
avoiding it ; but as the knowledge
was unattainable, he could not
profit of the occafion.

It was invidious, they faid, on
•he other fide, to endeavour to de-
prive minifters and commanders of
their due merits, in the protedion
of our trade, and in baffling all

the defigns of the enemv, by afcrib-

ing folely to providence, thefe hap-

py and important circumllances.

Vol, XXIli.
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It would be more ingenuous to

acknowledge, that it required great
fagacity, and no common abili-

ties, wuh no more than from thi--

ty-feven to forty ftiips of the line,

to amufe, fix the attention, and
keep in continual motion for fo

long a time, without their being
able to gain any advantage, the
vallly fuperior fleets of the enemy*
which counted no lefs than flxty-

flx fliips of the fame rank and cha-
racter. This judicious conduit
produced the muit falutary efiMeds,

An immenfe hoflile armament was
kept together during the campaign,
and its efforts direfted to a puinc
where they could be of no avail ;

whereas, had this vail force been
employed upon feparate fervices,

and direded to fpecific operations
in the weftern world, or, perhaps,
other parts, befides the dellrudiou
of our commerce, which must
have been inevitable, we fhould
probably, by this time, have been
difrobed of fome of our moil va-
luable poflTeflioni.

The miniller acknowledged, that

it would have been a matter of no
fmall moment, to have prevented
the jundlion of the French and
Spanilh fleets; he likewife ac-

knov.'ledged, that we were much
more forward in point of naval
preparation than France; but he
had every reafon to believe, that it

was not in our power to prevent the

jundion. The meafure was in

contemplation ; and had the Frcn h

continued in port, until they were
in real condition for fervice, the

junction would have been mofl af-

furedly prevented ; but they per-

ceiving our intention, rather chofe

to flip out of Breil, as they were,

while we were Itill preparing, than

to wait for proper equipment at

[D] the
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the rifque cf an encounter. If it

w:is aflced, why we were more nice

with refpeA to preparation than

France, the anfwer was obvious

;

we had another enemy to attend to;

the naval force of Spain was in full

equipment ; our all depended on

our fleet ; we were therefore of ne-

ceflity cautious.

With refpci^ to Plymouth, the

charge was partly denied, its force

weakened, by alledging the con-

vidlion of government that no de-

tarkation was there intended by
the enemy, and the attention was

called off" from the pail to the pre-

fent rtate of that place, by flating

the efFedlaal meafures which had
been fince taken for its fecurity.

As to Ireland, the minifter ob-

ferved, that if it was diilrefled,

and he heard it was, it was cer-

tainly entitled to relief. England
would undoubtedly grant her every

thing that could be given without

injuring herfelf, and Ireland could

not, with juftice, afk more. Ire-

land could bear no refentment to

the prefent adminiftration, for fhe

3iad received more favours and na-

tional benelits from them, than

from any other during the forty

preceding years. Her complaints

•were not directed againft the pre-

fent fervauts of the crown ; they

were laid againft the conltitution of
this country ; for the great Iburce

of their complaints lay in thofe

laws, which were pail during the

reign of Charles the fecond and
V/illiam the third, impoung re-

flraints upon tlieir trade. He
did not believe in their diilrefs

;

and as he did not know the evil, he
was not able to point out a fpecific

remedy. But whenever her griev-

ances appeared, he was well dif-

pofifd to reurefs them. Ireland,

fo far as his voice vvent, Ihould

have what was rcaibnable j and he
was fo well convinced that Ihe

would be fatisfied, that he did not

entertain the fmallell apprehenfioii

on that fubjed.

He concluded, upon the wholci

that our iituation was not by any
means fo lamentable as it had been**

dei'cribed ; that it was much more
fecure and refpcdable at prefent,

than it had been at the fame lealon

of the preceding year ; our fleet

was much ftronger, and likely to

be foon confiderably augmented ;

though he would not encourage too

fanguine expeftations, he enter-

tained ftrong hopes that the en-

fuing fpring would open a bril-

liant campaign ; and inftead of
thofe fuppcfed fymptoms of dan-

ger, which were faid to keep man-
kind at a diflance, we fhewed fuch

a fulnefs of llrength, and growing
vigour of preparation, that no
power in Europe could hefitate, on
that account, at luaking a common
cauie with us.

He obferved, with regard to the

propoi'ed airicndment, that the lan-

guage it contained was ftriclly par-

liamentary. It was the duty, as

well as the right of parliament, to

caufe the removal of evil minillers ;

but juftice required, that proof

fhould iirft be made of their delin-

quency. To remove the fervants

of the crown, without afligning

any caufe for it ; or attributing to

them, without evidence or trial,

thofe errors or crimes, which on
trial would not be found imputa-

ble to them, would be equally un-

juft and unprecedented. There-

fore, though he admitted, to the

fulleft extent, the right of that

houfe to addrefs the throne for a

removni of rtiiuifters; yet^ as there

was



HISTORY OF EUROPE. [51

was nothing fpecifically 'charged

againft them in the amcndmL-iit,

he muft certainly oppofe it on prin-

ciple ; much lels could it fce fup-

poied that he would agree to the

implied cenfure upon himfclf,

which was included in the general

requifition tor new counfels and
new counfellors.

One of the ablefl advocates on

the fame fide ^obferved, that the

addrefs was totally unexceptiona-

ble in all its parts ; that it went
no farther in its tendency than to

carry up to the throne, thofe ex-

pre(Tions of duty and afFedion,

which had ever been the lan-

guage of parliament, in tJieir an-

fwer to the ipeech of the fove-

reign. There was not a word in

the addrefs. which could imply
that parlian)ent pledged itfelf to

the fupport of any particular mea-
fure, or to oppofe or protedl any
particular defcription of men.
Along with the ufual terms of
rcfped, it contained nothing more
than a general profelfion of union,

on the common principle of felf-

defence.

On the other hand, the amend-
ment, according to the explana-
tions which had been given in its

fupport, implied a requifition,

not only th.at his majefty would
difmifs all his counfcllors, whe-
ther guilty or guiklefs, old or

uew ; but that he would go iHll

farther, and adopt an entirely

new fyftem of government. On
this he obferved, that the confti-

tution had placed the executive

power of this government in the

fovereign, the official funflions

of which are performed by per-
fons of his appointment, each of
whom is perronally refponfible for

his conduct in office. It was ab-

folutely nccefTary, he faid, for

preferving the due equilibrium

prefcribed by the ccniUtution,

that the ' prince fhould have irte

liberty to appoint thofe perfons

to the various executive offices,

who appeared to him the moll
proper to fill them ; otherwife the

government would degenerate into

an ariflocracy, and affume the

vvorll vices, without the virtues,

of a republic. If the prince were
debarred of fuch a choice, either

the nobles vyould acquire a moft

dangerous afcendancy over the

crown, or the commons, encir-

cling the throne, like a fpider's

web, with a minllby of their

own choofing, would throw every
thing into anarchy and confu-

fion, and reduce us to the wcrft

and moft defpicable ftate of go-
vernment.

Neither the courfe of reafon-

ing, the arguments, or the affer-

tions of the minifter, were fuffi-

cient to afford any fatisfaction to

the other fide. They obferved,

that with his ufual ingenuity, he
had converted the heavieft charges

againft his condud, into the

means of aflual defence. The
criminal negled and fatal decline

of the navy under his adminiftra-

tion, illuftrared and proved bv
its acknowledged inferiority, and
late indelible difgrace, afforded a
charge of fo alarming and capital

a nature, that it fe^med to lav him
under an indil'penfible neceffity of
fhevving, cither, that it had rot
declined, or that the grants af-

forded by parliament were not ad-
equate to its fjpport. Bat with-

out the fmalleft trouble of that

fort, the minifter applies that

ID] 2 vejy
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very inferiority, which conflitutes

his moll deadly crime, to the jul-

tification of its fiiameful conie-

quence, the fcandalous flight of
the Britifh fleet j and tells us with

the greateft unconcern, that it

would have been maduefs not to

run away.

The noble lord, they faid, was
not lefs ingenious in the excul-

pation of other parts of his con-

duft. i'^dminiftration were en-

tirely guiltlefs of all thofe ruinous

confequences, which can only be

generated, by a long conjunftion

of evil government and political

folly. The common union and
revolt of thirteen colonies, who
never agreed in any thing elfe,

with the lofs of America, he ac-

counts for in one fhort fentence,

by charging it to the rebellious

difpoiition of a people, who had
ever been eminently dillinguilhed

for th^ir loyalty. If we are

abandoned, in a manner unex-

ampled in hiftory, at this perilous

moment, without the affiftance or

hope of a fingle ally, the minifcer

comforts us with the aflurance

that it is no fault of his, but pro-

ceeds merely from the blind folly,

or ftrange ingratitude of other

powers. The lofs of our Well-

India iflands, is by no means to

be charged to the indolence or

negleft of miniilry, but to the

aflivity and impxidencc of D'Ef-
taing, who uaexpededly took

them from us. And if Ireland

v/as flipping out of our hands,

by a repetition of the fame mea-
fures and conduct which loft A-
inerica, ftill our immaculate mi-
nifters were totally free from
blame ; for it was eahly Ihewn by
this new logic, that the Iriih

themfelves were the caufes of

their own grievances and diftur-

bances. Such, they faid, was
the mode of reafoning, with

which minifters and their advo-

cates, in the prefent day, dared

to infult the underllanding of
parliament.

But they demand proofs of
their incapacity and mifconduft.

Could any proofs upon earth ex-

ceed, or equal, a bare recital of
their ads, and of the confequen-

ces which they produced ? Is not

the unexampled ruin, which,

within a few years, their govern-

ment has brought upon a coun-
try, fo great, fo glorious, and
fo flourifiiing as this was, at the

commencement of the prefent

reign, the moll conclufive poflible

evidence, either, of the moll

wretched incapacity, or of wilful

defign and treachery. But if e-

very other proof of ignorance and
incapacity, and of the neceffity

of demanding from the throne

the removal of the prelent mini-

llers and counfellors, were want-

ing, the noble lord himfelf had
jull fupplied the ftrongeft that

could be giren ; and what, in-

deed, might well fuperfede all

other evidence. For, after the

long notice he had received from

that houfe, the repeated warn-

ings given him by the oppofition,

and the very alarming m.utives,

which every day grew more ur-

gent, for his making a full and
immediate inquiry into the affairs,

ftate, and condition of Ireland,

and duly weighing and confider-

ing the means, for affording a

proper and adequate relief to her

wants, and providing a remedy
for her difcideri, he had now
candidly, but inadvertently con-

fefll'd, that hi' was equally igno-

rant
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rant of the wants, the diforder, view of the antagonifts, that no
and the cure. Could the mod advantage could be gained on ei-

inveterate enemy, faid they, have th^r fide, from any defeft of ad-
urged a better or ftronger reafon drefs or ability on the oppofite.

for the difmiffion of a minifter. The debates were accordingly ex-
than was included in that confef- ceedingly interefting, embraced
fion ? Could any other evidence a variety of fubjefts of the great-
be fo unexceptionable, or efta- eft importance, and were carried

blifh fo full a conviflion ? Or, on, without languor, through a
after fuch a confeflion, was it length of time very unufual in

poffible for that houfe to lientate that houfc. Among other mat-
a moment in voting for the re- ters, the affairs of Ireland were
nioval of fuch a miniller ? much agitated ; and much un-

After very long debates, in qualified cenfure p:tft upon that

which an infinite quantity and criminal negleft, as it was called,

variety of public matter was can- to which their prefent dangerous
vafTcd, the qucllion being put, fituation was attributed. But no
at a late hour, the propofed a- part of our recent public condudl,

mcndment was rejeded upon a underwent a more critical invef-

divifion, by a majority of 233, tigation, or was more feverely

to 134. condemned, than what related to

The addrefs was moved for in the difpofition and government of
the Houfe of Lords by the Earl the army within the kingdom,
of Cbefterfield, and feconded by and to the means of defence a-
Lord Grantham, late ambaiTador dopted, or fuppofed to be neg-
at the court of Madrid. The leded, during the fummer. On
amendment was moved for, and this ground, the charges were fo

fupported with great ability, by numerous, fo dlredlly applied,

the Marquis of Rockingham
j

and fupported with fuch ability

who, in a long fpeech, took a and knowledge of the fubjedt,

comprehenfive view of the gene- particularly by the Duke of Rich-
ral policy of the prefent reign, as mond, that the noble lord at the

well as of the particular circum- head of that department, not-

ftances and public tranfadlions of withftanding his habitual coolncfs

the current year. The debate and command of temper, could

was fupported, on that fide, by not but feel fome embarrafsment

;

the Dukes of Richmond and and indeed it would have requir-

Grafton, the Earls of Shelburne, ed fuch habits of argument, and
Coventry, and Effingham, with fuch a portion of eloquence, as

the Lords Camden, and Lyttel- are not often acquired by, nor

ton. On the other fide, the two frequently the lot of military

great law lords in office, the two men, to have fucccfsfully refifted

new fecretaries of Hates, the noble their eifeft, and entirely effaced

earl jull placed at the head of the the impreffion which they made,
board of trade, and the marine As the charge of an undue
minifter, bore the weight of the fyltem of government, and the

fontelt. ftridures upon the general policy

li will be eafily feen from a of the prefent reign, were prin-

[D]i cipally



541 ANNUAL REGISTER, 1780.

cipally, made in that houfe, the and living minillers, thofe now
matters ariiing from thole {ah- in oppofition, as well as thoTe in

jefls, were, of courfe, more par- office, mull all bear an equal

ticularly canvaffed there; and fliare of the biame- There was
broi'.ght out much fevtrity and fcarcely a lord, on the fame fide

bitterncfs of reply. The lords in wiih the noble marquis who mov-
adiiiiniftration, bv. fides An abio- ed the amendment, who had not
lute contradiction or denial of been a member of one adminiflra-

every thing advanced on that tion or other within that period,

ground, expreffed the utinoft af- They had all a Ihare in thofe

toniifiment, at the new and ex- public meafures, and in the fup-

traordinary language now held, port of that fyllem, as it is aifed-

They faid, that the propofed ed to be called, which they now
amendment, along with the com- fo bitterly inveigh againft. Even
ments and explanations by which the forbidden j;round of America,

it was attended, were replete with which is execrated as the fource

invciftive, and in reality a kind of all our evils and calamities,

of libel upon government. That has been indifferently trodden by
nothing could be more fallacious every adminiHration fince the

or invidious, than the contraft year 1763-
drawn, and the manner in which The prefent minifters had net-

it was applied, between the de ther paiTed or repealed the llamp

gree of power, profperity, and adt. They had not laid on thofe

prp-emine;ice, attributed to the American duties, by which the

nation at the time of his majef- feeds of the prefent rebellion were
ty's acceffion, and the misfortune firll fowed. And, whatever the

or danger of the prefe u period. meafures were, good or bad, wife

It muft indeed, they laid, be or unv-ife, which they puriued,

ackncvViC ;gei, however it might they only followed up the line>

be regretted, that too many of which had already been chalked

the unfortunate faifts ftated on the out for them by their predecef-

other lide, were loo well efta- fors. Why then, this fiidden and

bUihed to be controverted j but violent cry, '* of new counfels

the deduftion drawn from thele and new coonfeliors ?" Or what
premifes, that our public xiiisior- was meant by new counfels? It

tunes were imputable to the pre- was evident from the fpeech be-

fent minifcers, did not by any fore them, that the objed of the

means foiiow. it would have prefent fyitem of governm,ent, was
been mere ingenuous to have at- to puriue the war with vigour and
tributed thtfe misfortunes, in a efxecl : would the nobie marquis

very great degree, to our internal and hi? friends have that lyfttra

divilions, and to that incautious changed? Did they wifh to have

and violent language^ which was it carried on with the revert'e of

too frequently held in parliament, vigour? Woiild they recommend
But if they were imputable to to have it followed with weaknefs,

the preferst adminiftrauon, they and condafted wi'.nout .ipirit f

were equally fo to every oth r W not, what was the intent or

during the prefent reign. Bead purpoie of new counleh?
To
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To this it was anfwered, that

fappofiiig the fails to be fairly

ftated, (which was not, how-

ever, in any degree the cafe) it

was a new and extraordinary mode
of defence, to bring the errors,

vices, or crimes of former mini-

fters, whether dead or living, in

exculpation of the erroneous eon-

du(ft, and deltruillvc meafures of

the prefent. It mull afford much
fatisfadion to the public, and be

mlniflers perfevered in direct op-
pofition to all experience.

The bte refignations and ap-

pointments afforded an opportunity

to the oppofition for much animad-
verfion and fome fatire. They
attributed the refignation of the

lord prefident of the council, to

Ills difdain of continuing any
longer in office with men, who
he found totally incapable of con-

dafting the public bufinefs, and

a matter of great comfort in their of acting up to any fixed rule or

prefent diftreffes, to be inform- principle of conduct. The re-

ed, that tlieir minillers had only cent bringing in of a noble lord,

obllinately perfevered, in defpite to a Ihort epillle of whofe writing
' ^ when formerly in office, they dL«

reftly charged the lofs of Ame-
of reafon, warning, and ex

perience, in following up, to

the final extremity of ruin, to

foreign and domeflic war, and

to the diffevcring of the empire,

certain meafures of abiurdity and
evil, which had been either

dreamed of in theory, or attempt-

ed in practice, by fome of their

predeceffors. It was, indeed, ra- verned, and To long difgraccd our

ther unlucky, that it was only in public counfels, was peculiarly

fuch inftances, that they ever at- operative in the bufmefs of ap-

tempted to profit by example, pointments. When the meafures.

Upon other occafions, the maxims which eventually led to the lofs

and conduct of their predeceffors of America, were firft planned

nca, was feverfely cenfured in

both hoafes, as a meafure which
tended to tender all reconcilia-

tion with the colonies Hill more
defperate.

Bat the fpirit of that fyflenx,

they faid, which had fo long go-

went for nothing. When ic fuit-

ed their own views, or the pur-

pofes of the arbitrary fyflem un-

der which they aded, they not

only readily over-ftepped all an-

tient and ertabliflied rules of go-

vernment, but they could, with

as much eafe, make long ftridcs

beyond the limits of the conftitu-

tion itfelf But they wholly de-

under that fatal fyllem, it had
been thought proper to create a

new office, under the title of fe-

cretary of ftate for the colonies,

in order to give a fuppofed de-

gree of weight, and the greater

eclat, to the intended proceed-

ings. And now, in the fuinefs

of the fame fpirit, and according

to the true wifdom of that fyftem.

nied the univerialitv of the charge when we have no colonies to take

on all the minifterl of this reign, care of, and that America no
Some of them h.d no Ihare in longer forms a par? of the Britilh

thofe meafures, except in cor- empire, it is thought neceffary to

re(5ling the ill confequences of create or renew another high and
them ; and none but the prefeftt expenfive o^.ce, by adding, to

ID} 4 the
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the fecretary of ftate for that de-

partment, a firll lord of trade and
plantations.

The dcfeftion of a young no-

bleman, who thea poffefled, and
had for fome years held, a fine-

cure office of confiderable emolu-

ment and diftinflion, and who
had conllantly been one of the

warmeft and moft able advocates

of adminiltration in that houfe,

was not more a matter of obfer-

vction or furprize, than the ex-

ceeding feverity of cenfure, and

bitternefs of language, which

marked his expofure and condem-

nation of their CO nduft and mea-

fures. Such a defertion, at fuch

a period, and fo untoward a di-

redtlon of abilities, of no ordi-

nary form, might well have been

conlidered as ominous to admi-

nillration, if the fudden death

of this nobleman, v.'hich happen-

ed almoil: immediately after, had

not put an end to all expedation

and apprehenfion in that refpeft.

The queftion being at length

put, at half after one o'clock in

the morning, the amendment was

rejefted, upon a divifion, by a

majority of juft two to one ; the

numbers being 82 to 41. The
addrefs was then carried without

a divifion.

The debate of this day in the

Houfe of Commons, was diftin-

guifhed by a circurallance, at that

lime, rather unufual in parlia-

ment. The reprefentation ' of

fomething in the news-papers,

which had fallen from Mr.
Charles Fox in his fpeech, and

which was parted over at the time

without any particular notice, af-

fording fome diffaiiifadtion to Mr.
Adaivi, another member, he

thought it necefTary to require of

the former gentleman, a public

difavovval and contradidion of it,

through the fame vehicles of in-

telligence in which it had ap-

peared. This requifition or de-

mand, being deemed highly im-

proper by Mr. Fox, he ablolutely

refufed a conceffion, which he

thought it would be inconfiilent

with his charadler to make. The
confequence was, a mefiage from

Mr. Adam, and a duel with pif-

tols in Hyde Park, in which

Mr. Fox was wounded. The
novelty of the affair would, in

any cafe, have excited much cu-

riofity ; and this was not only

greatly increafed, but blended

with fcarcely a lefs degree of anx-

iety, through the intereft which

the public took in the life of that

gentleman. At the fame time,

that the affair being generally at-

tributed, rather to the animofity

or views of party, than to the

oftenfible motives, fo it contri-

buted, not a little, to fpread and

inflame that fpirit without doors,

from which it was fuppofed to

have originated within. *

• For the particulars of this duel, fee the chrcnicl? part of our laft volume^

page 3'35«

CHAP,



HISTORY OF EUROPE. [57

CHAP. IV.

F^ote of cenfure againjl tninijlers, relative to their conduH nuith refpeSl to

Ireland, mo'ued by the Earl of Skelbume. Debates on the quefiion.

Part taken by the late lord frtfident of the coitnciL Motion reje£led

upon a divifton. Similar motion in the Houfe of Commons by the Earl

of Upper OJfory. Defence of ad?ninifration. Animadverjicn. Mo-
tion rejeded upon a divijlon. Motion by the Duke of Richmond, for an
ceconomical reform of the ciaiil liji efablUhment. Motion, after con-

Jiderable debates, rejeHed upon a divifion. . Minijier opens his propo/I-

iions, in the Houfe of Commons, for affording ^relief to Ireland. Agreed
to ^without oppcjjtion. I'nxjo bills accordingly brought in, and p-Tfftd

before the recefs. Third bill to lie open till after the holidays. Earl

cf Shelburne^s 7notion relative to the extraordinaries of the army ; oid
introduSlory to a farther reform in the public expenditure. Motion re~

jeBed on a di-v}fion. Notice gi'ven of a Jccond intended ynoticn, and the

lords fummoned for the ^th of February. Letters of thanks from tht

city of London to the Duke of Richmond and to the Earl of Shelburne,

for their attempts to introduce a reform in the public expenditure ; and
Jtmilar letters fent to his royal highnefs the Duke of Cumberland, and to

all the other lords ixiho fupported the tiuo late motions. Mr. Burke
giijes notice of his plan ofpublic reform and aconomy, nuhich he propofes

bringingfor'ward after the recefs.

AS the affairs of Ireland held a

principal place in point of

importance, fo they took the lead

in the bufinefs of the prefent (&{-

pv n fion. The fubjedl was
fir/l brought forward in

the Houfe of Lords, where the

Earl of Shelburne prefaced an in-

tended and avowed vote of cen-

fure on minilters, by (hewing

from the journals, that their ad-

drefs, which had been moved for

by a noble marquis, and unani-

moufly pafied on the nth of May
lart, had ftrongly recommended
to his majefty's moft ferious con-

fideration, the diitrcffed and im-
poveriflied ftate of that loyal and
well-defcrving people ; at the

Tame time requiring, that fucK

documents, relative to the trade

and manufadtures of Great Bri-

tain and Ireland might be laid be-

fore them, as would enable the

national wifdom to purfue eifcc-

fjal meafures for the common in-

tereft of both kingdoms j and
likewlfe, that the anfwer, re-

turned from the throne on the

following day, was entirely con-

fonant to the ideas and requifition

held out in the addrefs.

He then referred to the addrefs

which he had himielf moved for,

and which had been rejedted by
a great majority on the fecond of

the following June, which re-

flated tlie necefCty of giving

fpeedy and eff^dtual relief to Ire-

land, and offered the full co-

operation of that houie tor the

purpofe ; at the fame time recom-

mending, that if the royal picro-

gative, as vefled in the throne by

the conftitution, was not adequate

to the adminiilering of the relief

wanted.
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wanted, that his niujelly would

be pleated to continue the parlia-

ment of this kingdom fitting, and

give orders forthwith, fcr calling

the parliament of Ireland, in or-

der that their juft complaints

might be full/ confidered, and

remedied without delay.

He onftTved, with refpe(5t to

the firfi-mencioned addrefs, th.it

it contained, in its original ftate,

as framed by the noble marquis,

an implied and juft cenfure on

minifters, tor their fo long and fo

ihanielully ntgleding the imme-
diate concerns of our fifter ifland,

«nd in fo doing, endangering tnc

union, and facrificing the profpe-

rity of both kingdoms That
the noble earl, then at the head

of his majefty's counfels, propof-

ed an amendment, by which ihe

cenfure was omitted, and the ad-

drefs reduced to its preieit form.

That, akhi^ugh the amendment did

not meet the ideas of many lords on

that fide of the houle, any more than

his own, yet they agreed to ac-

cept of it, left their rigid adhe-

rence to the original te;ras of the

addrefs, ihould produce the abso-

lute rejeftion of the whole. They
beheld a people already driven to

the verge of defpair, and they

could not look forward, without

the greateft apprehenfion, to the

fatal confequences which were to

be expcfted, from the rejeftion,

by a majority in that houie, of

any propofal, which at fo criti-

cal a period, carried even the ap-

jjearance of being in their favour.

That the noble framer of the

addrefs, with feveral other lords

pn that fide, in confenting to the

modification, which extracted the

fting againll minifters, did it ex-

prefsly on the condition, that its

great objeft, the obtaining of ef-
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fciftual and immediate relief for

Ireland, was to be fixed and in-

violable, lie tlien obferved, that

a fimilar addrcis had on the fame
day been palled by the Houfe of

Commons ; io that thefe two ad,

dreffts, with the anfwers from the

throne to boih, held out the full

concurrence of every part of the

legiflnure in granting the propof-

eo relief.

'i hus, he faid, a new a:ra was
commenced in the affairs of Ire <

land. This fLirpiflitd a ground
of hope, and even of certainty to

that kingdom. But what mufl her

indig lavion and refentment be,

w'.'.n (lie difco.ered that her hopes

were totally unfounded j and that

no reliance could be placed on

any lanftlon, however iolcmn or

facred, held *out by the Britifh

legifiatui'e f 1 hree weeks had

elapfed; without a fingle ftep be-

ing taken, or a fingle meafure

adopted, which could tend to th«

propoled bufinefs. That, in or-

der, if pofiible, to prevent the

fatal and inevitable eifcds of fuch

a conduct, be had himfelf, on the

2d of Jur.e, moved for that fe-

cond addrefs which had been jult

read. The minifters fet their

faces direftly againft the remedy,

vvhiah their own faults had ren-

dered necefTary. The latenefs of

that feafon, the wafte of which

conftituted no Imall part of their

crime, was the oftenfible argu-

ment which unhappily prevailed

in that houfe to the rejt(5licn of

his motion ; and thus the fate of

Ireland v\as, by a Britifn minillry

and parliament, committed to

fortune, chance, or accident.

The fituation and circumfiancea

of that country were at the time

lingular. She had long maintain-

ed, for internal defence and fe-

curitVi
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curity, a great military force, at

an expence which exceeded her

ability. Of this, contrary to

royal faith and compaft, (he had

been ftripped, for the I'upport of

the American war ; a contell in

which {he had no other national

concern, than a well founded caufe

of apprehcnfion, that the princi-

ple from which it had generated,

would, in the next inftance, be

applied to the fubverfion of her

own conilitution. Struggling, as

flie had been before, under long

continued opprcflion, this addi-

tional misfortune was decifive. For

to crown the climax, in this flate

of weaknefs, fhe was known to be

the marked object of hollile in-

valion from our powerful and in-

veterate enemies.

Still, however, (he thought that

the wildom and juftice of a Bri-

tiih parliament would afford full

redrefs to her domeftic evils ; and
that deprived as {he was of her

internal llrength, in the fupport

of our quarrel, the power of this

country would be her fure protec-

tion againll the defigns of the ene-

my. But the time was now ar-

rived, which was to fhew her

hopes to be equally dclufr.-e in.

both refpecls. After appearances,

which fcemed only intended as a

mockery of her diftreis, every pro-

fped of relief was finally clofed

by the rifing of the Britiih parlia-

ment. O.i the other hand, as to

the point of defence, the mini-

fters told them plaiiily they mail
take care of themielves ; they

would fpare them ibme arms ; but

as to proteftion, they ackno^vledg-

ed openly, and pleaded, inability.

Thus cxpofed, detenceleis, and
abandoned, Ireland was reduced to

the fimple alternative, of cither

perirhing, or of finding the means
of prclorvacion within herfelf.

Through the public fplrit, and
gallantry ot her lonsj {he was hap-
pily faved. With a peculiar mag-
nanimity, the moft divided people
ia the univerie inllantly forgot

all their diiterences, and united
as one man to ward off the im-
pending dellruftion of their coun-
try. The miracle in this in-

ftance, could only be equalled by
that which minilters had already

produced, in the union of the

thirteen American colonies. Above
forty thou (and men were already

arrayed, officered, and formed
into regular bodies. This, al-

ready formidable, and daily in-

creafing force, was not compofed
of mercenaries who had no interefl

in the caufe for which they arm-
ed ; it was compofed of the no-
bility, gentry, merchants, refpedl-

able citizens, and fubftantial far-

mers; men who had each a ftake

to lofe ; and who were wilTng
and able to devote their time, and
a prirt of their property, to the

defence of flie whole.

By this union and exertion of
native ftrength and fpirit, ail ideas

of invaiion were efFe(5tually erafed

from the defigns of the enemy.
But the Irifh became tenfible at

the fame time, of the refpeft due
to that internal force, whicu, un-

til it was ^ called forth through the

weaknefs of governmtnt, they

were unconfcious of pollefTing. The
means were in their hands ; and
they feized the occafion with that

fpirit and wiidom, which ihewed

they were worthy of vvhatever ad-

vantages it was capable of afford-

ing.

In thefe circumftances, Ireland

only atled the part, which every

thinking



6o] ANNUAL REGISTER, 17S0.

thinkli-jo; man muft have forefeen.

The government had been abdi-

cated, and the people refumed the

powers veiled in it ; a meafure in

which they were julHfied, by
every principle of the coiiftitu-

tion, and every motive of felf-pre-

fervation. But being now in full

pofTeffion, they wifely and firmly

determined, that in again dele-

gating this inherent power, thev

would have it fo regulated, and
placed upon fo found and liberal

a bafis, as would effectually pre-

vent a repetition cf thole oppref-

fions which they had {o long ex-

peiienced.

Their parliament, ufually at the

devotion of the court, found icfelf,

for once, obliged to conform to the

univerlal lentiments of the peo-

ple. The late addrefs to the'

throne from both Koufes of the

Irilh parliament declares, that no-

thing lefs than a free trade could

iave that country from certain

min. This was the united voice

of that kingdom, and conveyed

through its proper conilitutional

organs ; there was but one dif-

fenting voice in both Houfes.

All orders and degrees of men,
church of England Proteftants,

and Roman Catholics ; Diffenters,

and feclaries of all denomina-

tions ; Whigs and Tories ; place-

men, peniioners, and country

gentlemen ; Englifhmen by birth,

all join in one voice, and concur

in one opinion, for a free trade.

But however guarded and tem-
perate the language held by the

Irifh parliament upon that fub-

jedt may be in their addrefs, the

public at large, in that country,

were by no means difpofed to con-

fider the freedom of trade as a

matter of favour or affedionj on

the contrary, their eyes were
now opened in fuch a manner,
that they viewed it as a natural,

inherent, inalienable right ; and
as it is natural to men to fly from
any extreme to its oppofite, they

do not by any means Itop there j

they not only call in quellion, but

they abfolutely deny, the right of
the BritiQi parliament to bind

that country in any cafe what-

ever
J and upon that principle,

have aflually freighted a vcflel

with woollen goods for a foreign

market, in order, that upon the

ftoppage, or refufal of clearance

by the cuftom-houfe, the queftioa

rriight be brought to an iffue in the

common courts of law.

It was obvious, that at the time
the noble marquis moved the firft

addrefs, very moderate conceffions

would have aftbrded a full grati-

fication to Ireland ; that Ihe would
have thankfully received them,

both as a proof of prefent affec-

tion, and as an earneft cf further

favour, when a more aufpicious

feafon fhould prefent a happier op-

portunity ; and all who know the

charadcr of that country would
acknowledge, that with fuch a

proof of our kindnefs and good
difpofujon, ihe would have dil-

dained to prefs us, during the

time of our troubles and difiicul-

ties, for any thing more, than

what her own neceifities rendered

indifpenfibly and immediately ne-

ceH'ary.

On the other hand it was equal-

ly evident that through the ob-

ftinacy of minifters, no lefs than

their incapacity, and the con-

tempt with which they rejeded

the advice of parliament, the

happy feafon of conciliation and

gratitude was now irrecoverabty

loitj
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loft ; that whatever this country fide. They faid that the cenfure

now granted, (and much it muil went indiicriminately to all his

grant) would be conlidered as a majclh's minitters ; that it took

right, and not as a favour ; and in the dead, as well as the living |

that it became difficult to fay, as thofe who had retired from public

it was alarming to confider, what bulincfs, as well as thofc who had
might yet afforJ contentincnt to rot been a week in office. That
that kingdom. That, to ium up it would be an acl of the higheft

the whole, minifters had hrlt fa- injuftice, in any cafe, to pafs I'uch

criEced the dignity, and hazard- a cenfure, without the molt di-

ed the dominion of the crown, by reft and pofuive evidence. That
refigning the fvvord, and relin- in the prefent inllance, tlier* was
quilhing the government of that not only a total defed of evidence,

kingdom ; and that nov., they but the motion went to the con-

have reduced parliament to the dcmnation of perfons who could

melancholy dilemma, either of not poffibly be culpable,

fubmitting to whatever terms Ire- In fail, what did the charge;,

land might chufe to diftate, or to taken in its utmoll: latitude, amounc
the lofs of that country, as well to ? To no more than this, that

as of America. parliament had defired miiiillers

He tlien mored a refolution to to do fomething, which fome of
the following purport—That it their lord(hips were of opinion
is higlvJy criminal in his majefty's they had not done. In that cafe,

minilters to have negiefted taking two queftions arofe which mull be
effeilual meaiures for the relief of necefTariiy difcuifed, before ajpiy

the kingdom of Ireland, in con- determination could be had. Firft,

fequence of the addrefs of this whether minilters had not execut-
Hoafe of the nth of May, and of ed what they had been deiired?
his majefty's moll gracious an- Or, if they had nor, whether
fwer ; and to have fufFered the dif- they were blameable ? There was
contents of that country to rife to not the fmalkft proof before
fuch a height as evidently to en- them, that they had not fully

danger the conllitutional connec- complied with the intentions of
tion between the tv/o kingdoms, parliament; or if it were granted
and to create new embarralsments that they had not, there was no-
to the public counfels through di- thing to fhew that they could have
vifion and diiBdence, in a moment been complied with. Both mult
when real unanimity, grounded however be proved, before the
upon mutual contidence and alFec- Houie could, with any colour of
tion, is confefledly effential to the realbu on justice, proceed to a
prefervation of what is left of the vote on either fide of the quef-
fJritifh empire. tion.

_
The want of proof to fubftan- The papers on the tables of

,tiate the charges on which the both Houles, they laid, would
cenfure included in the refolution fully (hew, that minifters had done
was fuppofcd to be founded, was every thing that lay with them;
the ftrong ground of objedion to and that inftcad of being blame-
tiie motioa taken on the other able, thty were highly praife-

worthy.



62] ANNUAL. REGISTER, 1780.

worthy, for the diligence which

they ufed, in procuring every

kind of poflible information rela-

tive to the affairs of Jreland for

the confideration of parliament.

So far they went, and fnther they

could not, nor fliould not have

?^one. The means of afrbrding re-

lief to Ireland lay folely with the

legiflature. It was a bufinefs of

too gTeat a magnitude to come

wi hin the embrace of miniltcrs.

Nor was it a matter to be taken

tip lightly, nor carried through

in a harry, even by parliament.

It included fo many arduous quef-

tions, relative to the moft im-

portant concerns, and commercial

interefts of both kingdoms, that

the mOil mature deliberation, as

well as the higheft v/ifdom, and

every degree of information that

had been obtained, would be found

necefiary for its final determina-

tion.

But if any thing more were

wanting to convince their lord-

Ihips that the charge was ill found-

ed, and that the king's confiden-

tial fcrvants had not, in the terms

of the motion, been guilty of cri-

minal negleft, a very few days

would bring an additional tefti-

iTiOny of the unwearied afliduity

of minifters ; as, within that pe-

riod, the noble minifter in the

other Houfe would bring forward

certain propofitions for the relief

of Ireland, being the refult of that

information, which, during the

recefs of parliament, they had

employed themfelves in obtaining.

They concluded, that they mu,l

on every ground oppofe a motion,

which, if agreed to, could tend

onlv to create unnecefuiry jea-

loufiss and embarrafsments, at a

time when all parties agreed, that

to promote union was the firft ob-

je<!ii of every man who wifhed well

to his country ; and were at the

fame time themfelves thoroughly

convinced, that both the letter

and fpirit of the addrefTes of the

nth of May had been fully com-
plied with.

The defence drawn from a de*

fedl of proof, was laughed at by
the oppofition. The negleft

charged upon minifters, they faid,

was felf-evident. The unexampled
revolution in the affairs, and ftill

more fo in the temper of Ire-

land ; the prefent diforders reign-

ing in that country, and the ge-

neral alarm which they have fpread

in this ; with the new language

held by the Irifh parliament, and
that merely an echo of the uni-

verfal voice of the people, efta-

biifh a fund of evidence inftnitely

fuperior to any, which the forms

and circumitances of a court of
law can either require or com-
pafs. The Marquis of Rocking-

ham undertook to fnew, that the

non-importation agreement in Ire^

land was far from general, and
only entered into in forae parti-

cular places, at the time of mak-
ing his motion on the nth of

May, But as foon as Ireland pe-

ceived, that the relief promifed

by every part of the legiflature,

was witheld by minifters, the

non-impoitation agreement be-

came general ; and in the fame

manner, the fpirit of military affo-

ciation, which was before diredied

folely to defence againll a foreign

enemy, afTumed a new form ; and

from thence looked forward to

compel that relief which was de-

nied ; an idea, which, while good

will and good intentions appeared

on our part, had never an exift-

ence
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Cnice in the minds of the people of

Ireland. He infilled, that it" any

thing reafonible, however mode-

rate, had been done, when he firft

moved the bufinei's, or if parlia-

ment had been kept litting, ac-

cording to the propofition of his

nobie friend, of tlie zd of June

lad;, that neither the aiibciations,

nor the non-importation agree-

ments, would have ever ailuracd

their prefent appearance, nor ever

exifted in their prefent extent.

He then afked, whether their

lordfhips, with iuch felf-evident

proofs before them, that it was

perhaps the only meafure that could

extricate their country from the pe-

rils with which (he was on every

fide encompahed, could heficate a

moment, in pafling the aweful,

bat highly neceHary cenfure of
parliament, upon thole men, whofe
negledt, or complicated folly and
treachery, had forced the Irifh in-

to meafures, which, however ne-

celTary and well intended, mod
cjearly amounted to a faipenfion,'

if not a fubverfion, of all the

powers of legal government ; and
who had thus involved the affairs

of both countries in fuch difficul-

ties, as were likely without much
caution and judgment on both
fides, to terminate in all the cala-

mities and dangers of civil war?
He therefore exhorted tnem ia the

mofl urgent terms to agree to the

motion, a.; the only metiiod of con-
vincing Ireland, in the firil; in-

Itance, of the generous inteations

ot this cvjntry towards her, and
thit the treatment the v' h d expe-
rienced f'om minillers, by no means
accorded with the real lenfe of the

parliiment of Great liricain, but
was folcly imputable to the crimi.

nal condufl of the king's fervants.

It was evident that the lords in

adminiiiration wifhed merely to get
rid of the moiio.i, without being
at all dilpofed to enter deeply into
its fubjedf, or to dilcufs tiie vari-

ous quellions which arol'e from it.

The debate on their fide was more
dry than ufual. Tnis was attri-

buted to their having no plan in
readinefs. Their reicrve and back-
wardnei's continued, notwithiiand-

ing the call made upon them, thro*

the marked part taken by Earl

Gower, late prefident of the coun-
cil, which contained expreffions

of a nature unufually itrong, and
infinitely the ftronger, as coming
from 6ne fo lately of their own ca-
binet, and by no means difpofed

to 3.t\ in oppofition to the court..

i'-ven this did not oblige them to

quit that defenhve plan, in which
for the prefent they entrenched
themiejves.

That noble earl faid that he
fhould vote againil the motion

;

although there did not exift a iinole

doubt in his mind, that the cen-
furc it contained was not well

founded ; and that his motive for

acting in direftly contrary to his

opinion, was founded entirely upon
the great refpeil with which he re-

garded the decifions of that houfe.

The m(Mi who were the object of
public cenfure, had required a tew
days for their exculpation, and the

wildom and dignity of parliament
forbid their being refufed the Ihort

lime which they defired for that

pcrpofe. He was, for his owtl

part, fully convinced, that the
charge of negleit urged again ft

tiiem, was ftr dlly true, though
not yet quite evident. Things
were not yet ripe for proof, but
they would, he ventured to fay,

be Ihortly lo. He had the good
fortune
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fortune to unite the houfe laft fe(.

fion, upon the terms of the addrelis

to the throne ; and was in hopcs^

that fomething efFcdual for the re-

lief of Ireland would have arifen

from the unanimous concurrence of
their lordfliips, in the amendment
which he then had the honour to

p^opofe. li^ nothing had fince

been done for the relief of that

country, he affured the houfe it

«vas not wving to any fault of his

;

he had done every thing in his

power to keep his word ; he v/as

ready to acknowledge, that he had
folemnly pledge himfelf to their

lordftips ; he thought himfelf then

fuliy competent to the engage-

ment ; but he nnift now in his own
jollification declare, that his efrbrts

had proved totally fruitlefs. It

was not in his power, nor in the

power of any individual, to have

effedled the intended purpofe.

The noble earl obferved, that

he had prefided for fome years at

the council-table ; and that he had
feen fuch things pafs of late, that

no man of honour or confcience

tculd any longer fit there. The
times were fuch as called upon
every man to fpeak out: the fitua-

tion of thefe two kingdoms at pre-

fent, parcicularly required fincerity

and adivity in council. He was

confident, that the refources of this

country were equal to the danger-

ous confederacy formed againli: us ;

but to profit by thofc refources, to

give fnccefs to thofe abilities, ener-

gy and efFeft mull be rellored to

governmeat.

Such charges or declarations,

corning from fuch a quarter, and

fo authorized, were fulficiently a-

larming; and it feemcd not a lit-

tle lingular, that they did not bring

out a fingle word, whether of ob-
fervatlon or reply, on the fide of
adyninillration.

A great law lord, who has been
long fuppofed to be higher even iu
favour and power than in office,

had, in the laft debate, ftrongly

recommended a coalition and union
of men and of parties, as abfo-

lutely necelTary to the falvation of
this country, in its prefent peril-

ous circumltances ; and fupported

his opinion, with his ufual ability,

by a reference to the happy efFeds

which proceeded from former coa-

litions, particularly with refpeci to

the coming in of Mr. Pitt, in the

beginning of the late war. The
tenor, however, of the whole pre-

fent debate was fuch, as Ihewed
little difpofition to fuch a coali-

tion.

The queftion being put, the

motion was rejefled ou a divifion,

by a majority of more than two to

one, the numbers being 82 to 37.
The minifler iii the Houfe of

Cnnimons was continually prelTcd,

in the fame manner, and on the

fame fubjedl. He was reminded of

a general obfervation, fo current

without doors as to become ahr.oil

proverbial, that minillry were con-

llantly a day too late in all their

mcafures ; that what fhould be

done this day and this year, was
then fully pradlicable, and capa-

ble of the greateft benefits, was
conilanily deferred to the next }

and then vainly and difgracefuliy

attempted, when it was become
utterly imprr.dicable. Such, they

faid, had been the condud of go-

vernment, in every one Itep it took

with regard to America ; and as

America was loft by this means, fo

would Ireland, if (peedy and ef-

fcdive
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ted-'ive meafures, originating from

decifive counfels, were not imme-
diately adopted.

Thus doubly prefled on the fub-

jed, apparently by the demands of

Oppofition, and in reality by the

ihort iupply of the parliament of

Ireland, he gave notice on the

day of that debate vvljich we have

juli ftated, that he would, in fome-

thing more than a week, move for

a committee of the whole houfe to

enter upon that bufmefs. He was

then llrongly urged to give the

houfe fome information of the

ground which he intended to go
upon ; at leail fome general ouc-

line or idea of the plan which he

l;ad adopted for fettling the affairs

of Ireland. He was warned, on
a fubjed of fuch vail importance,

to lay by, what they termed, all

wonted modes of concealment and
furprize ; not to confider it as a

party matter ; to remember, that

in a bufmefs of fuch magnitude,
and including the moft efiential iu-

terefts of both kingdoms, it was
lieceffary.that gentlemen fliould be
fuily prepared, by the pollellion of

every degree of previous informa-
tion, to enter coollv, deliberately,

and decifively into the fubjed.

Particularly, that the miniiler's

plan or fyftem ftiould not be dif-

graced, by any doing, and undo-
ing, holding out and recanting-, or

appearance of trick and chicanery,

in its progrefs through the houie.

The mini Iter found the calls for an
explanation, which he was not

prepared to give^ fo urgent, and
his non-compliance produdive of
fo jnuch obfervation and refledlion,

that he was at length under a fort

of necelfity of acknowledging, that

the plan was not. as yet finally agreed
Vol, XXilL

upon, and could not therefore be
communicated.

In a few days after, a vote of
cenfure t^on the miniilers for their

conduil; and neglect with refpert to

the affairs of Ireland, and fimilar

to that which had been lately re-

jedled by the lords, was moved ia
the Houfe of Commons -p. ,

,

by the earl of Upper ^^^' ^''^•

Oflbry, and feconded by Lord
Middleton. As the attacks on the

miniller were here more immedi-
ately and dirciTtly applied than in

the other houfe, fo his defence or

juflification, including of courle

that of his colleagues, was more
fully entered into ; and was in fadt

very ably conduced.
Jn the firlt place it was contend-

ed, that the diitreffes and miferics

of Ireland could not with iuilice

be attributed to the prefent, or to

any late miniilers of this country

;

that her grievances originated ma-
ny years fmce in the general fyllera

of our trade laws; that the rcltric-.

tions then laid on, arofe from a
narrow, fhort-fighted policy ; a

policy, which though conceived ia

prejudice, and founded on igno-

rance, was fo llrengthened by
time, and confirmed by the habits

of a century, that it feemed at

lengtn wrought into, and become
a part of our very conllitution.

That the prejudices on that ground

were fo llrong, both within the

houfe and without, that the at-

tempts made in two preceding fef-

fions, only to obtain a moderate

relaxation of the reftridions with

which that country was bound,

met with the moll dc:ermined op-

pofition ; the few who undertook

that invidious talk, found thcm-

felves obliged to encounter prcia-

[£] ilics
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dice without, petitions and coun-

fel at the bar, and to be at length

overborne by numbers within the

houfe. It was then evident, that

the houfe was at thofe times averie

to the affording of any favour to

Ireland, which could either inter-

fere with our trade laws, or affeift

certain branches of our commerce
or manufaftures ; nor did it lig-

nify, whether this temper proceed-

ed from the common prejudice, or

from the attention which they paid

to the deures and wiiht-s of their

conllltuents, the operation and ef-

feft in either cafe were juft the

fame. Thus, he faid, minifters

were fully exculpated from two of

the principal charges brou^^ht a-

gainft them. It was demonflrable,

that they had no (hare whatever,

in drawing on the calamities of

Ireland ; and it was as clearly evi-

dent, that it was not in their pow-

er to have afforded that timely re-

drefs to her grievances, a fuppofed

or imputed neglect in which, has

been made the ground of fo much

ingenious, but unfounded, and

therefore unjufl invedive.

The two main pillars of the mo-

tion, he faid, were, firft the charge

againft minifters, of not effedlvely

following up the addrefs
_
of the

lith of May, by continuing the

fitting of tlie Britifh parliament

until redrefs was afforded to Ire-

land ; and fecondiy, the charge of

negligence fince the prorogation,

in their not having framed a pro-

per plan for that purpoie during

the interim, fo as to be ready im-

mediately to lay it before parlia-

ment at the meeting. To thefe,

he f-id, a num.ber of anfwers were

at hand, a few of which would be

fully conclufive The Britiili par-

liament did not rife until the 3d of

July, after a fitting of more than
feven months. Nobody can hav€{

yet forgotten the alarming and
dangerous ffate of public affairs

during the laft fummer. The gen-
tlemen in oppofuion have already
taken care fufficicntly to remind
us, that the enemy were, for a great
part of the time, mailers of our
coafts and of the channel. De-
fcents and invafion were every day
expelled, and long threatened. A
very great number of the members
of both houfes muff of neceflity

have been drawn away to join their

regiments, and to afl in the de-
fence of their country, Thofe
even v.ho held no commands in the
militia or army, would have deem-
ed their prefence indifpcnfably ne-
ceflary, in thofe places where
their fortunes and interefts lay.

Could it then have been confiffent

with propriety, with reafon, or
with fafety, to have kept parlia-

ment fitting at fuch a period.'

But if this neceffity, arifing from
danger and the ftate of public af-

fairs, had not even exiffed, ffill it

would have been highly unfitting,

and might have been attended with
obvious ill confequences, for the

Britlfli parliament to have at all en-
tered upon the affairs of Ireland,

until they were properly informed,
what the nature of her wants and
the extent of her demands were

;

as it was from thefe clrcumffances

only, that any true judgment could

be formed, as to the meafure of
relief which it would be fitting to

afford to that country. Now as

this knowledge could only be pro-

perly obtained from the Iriffi par-

liament, which every body knows
was not then fitting, every fliadow

of blame againff the minifters, with

refpefl to the prorogation, vanifhes

of
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of courfe. The fame ftatement of

fafts and arguments, goes equally

to the overthrow of the lecond

principal charge laid againit the

miniilers, of negligence with re-

fpe(fl to Ireland during the recefs,

as likewife to that other, of their

not having alfembled the Britifh

parliament, previous to the meet-

ing of the Iriili. For if it was un-

fitting (which furely would not be

denied) for the Britifh parliament

to ent^r upon the affairs of Ireland,

until thev were in poffeffion of thofe

data, which were necclTary to re-

gulate their meafures, and to af-

ford matter for eftablifiiing their

judgment, it muft have been much
more fo for his majefty's fervants

to venture in the dark upon a bu-

finefs of fuch magnitude and im-

portance ; and the affembling of

the Britilli parliament bv-'fore the

Irifh woul 1 have been abfurd, when
they mail neceifdiily wait for the

proceedings of tha latter.

But by convening the Irifh par-

liament hrft, the lei)tlm;*nts of that

people, properly conveyed through

the medium of their reprefenta-

tives, was now fully underftood.

The queftion of policy with re-

gard to that country, and brought

forward under the moft unquef-

tionable authority, was now laid

fairly within the cognisance of the

Britifh iegiflature ; and all they

had now to confider was, how far

it would be advifeable to comply
with the requefts made by Ireland;

and with what tei-ms and condi-
tions it might be thought proper to

charge the favours granted. The
temper and difpofuion of the peo-
ple of this country h:;d undergone
A great and happy change with re-

fpefl to that; prejudice had worn
off both within doors and with-

out
; and parliament could not now

confer any mark of favour upon
Ireland, which would not meet
with genbral approbation.
Upon the whole, he drew from

the various premifis which he
Itated, the following conclufions—
That the prelent miniiL-rs, inllead
of being inimical to Ireland, or
inattentive to her interefts, had
been her beil and warmcll friends—That they had done more for her
than all their predeceifors during a
century paft.—That not only the
nation at large, but parliament,
were, until now, adverfe to the
granting any conceiTions to Ire-

land, which could afford her either

content or redreis—And that con-
fequently, if any blame was* due
for not affording more early relief

to Ireland, it was imputable only
to the prejudices and temper of the

people and parliament of this

country, and not by any means to

the minifters ; who, as they had
no fhare in the caufes of her dif-

treffes, were equally guiltlefs as to

their continuance.

This ftate of things, and the ar-

guments arifing from, or by which
it was accompanied, were oppofed,
and attempted to be invalidated by
the oppofition. They reprobat'. d
in terms of high indignation the
imputation of prejudice laid to
that houfe; by which mi uilers,

they faid, according to their no;v

eftabliihed, but daring pracftice, at-

tempted to father all their own
blunders and mifdemeanors on
parliament. They laugiied at the

pretended weaknefs and inemci-
ency wiih rripeiSl to the tranfactions

of that houfe, whch miniilers now
affeiilcd, in order then by to fhield

their own neglect v.'iih rcfpe(fl to

Ireland. The miniiler upon this

[£] z occafiOQ
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occafion is rcprefented as a man of

ftraw, a cieaiure dellltute of all

conlequence and efikacy, who on-

ly attends as one of the officers of

the houfe, merely to hear and re-

ceive with reverential awe the de-

crees of parliament. The noble

miniller has not aflumed any part

of this delicacy upon occafions,

when it would have been highly

becoming in him, and of infinite

advantage to his country. In fuch

cafes, he has paid as little regard

to popular clamour or cenfure with-

out doors, as to reafon or argu

ment within. If a fcheme is me-
ditated for depriving all the free-

holders in England of the noblefl:

portion of their birthright ; if the

chartered rights of the greateft

commercial company in the univerfe

are to be violently invaded, and ail

parliamentary faith at one flroke

annihilated ; or if a great quarter

of the world, if thirteen nations,

are to be at once ftripped of all

that is worth the coniideration and
value of mankind, of all thofe

rights which thev inherited from

their ancellors, and even of the

means of exiftence ; on any, and

on all of thefe occafions, the mi-

nifter ftands forth in all the fulnels

of his power. He leads on his

majorities of two or three to one,

in all tne eafy pride and confcious

trium-ph of afiured viftory. He
boafts of tiiem as appendages to his

own inherent merit; and tells you

gravely, that government could

not fubfift, without fuch an over-

ruling influence, and fo declf'^ve a

power. But if the nature of the

fcrvice is changed, and that he is

called from the fuccefsful v/orks of
deftrudion, to the falvation of Ont

kingdom, by the prefervation of
aaocher, he fmks at once into no-

thing, and has not authority or In-

fluence left, fufficient for the open-

ing of a turnpike gate. So that in

fadl it appears, as if the powers of

government only exilled in their

contadt with evil, but inftantly loft

their efficacy when applied to any
good purpofe.

They, however, abfolutely de-

nied, that the miniller had been

paffive, neutral, or inefficacious,

with refpecl to the affairs of Ire-

land ; and on the contrary feverely

charged him, with having, very

unfortunately for this country,

taken a very aflive part in that bu-

fmefs in the preceding feflion. For

a bill having been brought in to

afford fome relief to Ireland, by
admitting the dired importation of

fugars for their own confumption,

and he, as they faid, having for a

time fufFered things to take their

natural courfe in that houfe, the

bill v/as accordingly (as all mat-

ters ever would be under the fame

circumftances) coolly and delibe-

rately canvafled and debated in

all its parts ; and without being

overwhelmed by thofe extraordi-

nary prejudices which are now pre-

tended, and without its being fup-

ported by any powerful influence,

worked its v/ay, by the flrength of

its own intrinfic merit, through

repeated divifions, until it had

nearly arrived at the laft ftage of

its progrefs. Eut at that inaufpi-

cious moment, the miniller having

by feme means been rouzed from

his flumber, mofl unhappily re-

fumed his aftivity ; ^nd departing

at once from that neutrality which

he had hitherto' profefled, came
down in all the power, and fur-

rounded v.'ith all the inllruments of

office, in order to defeat the mea-
fure. Ke accordingly fucceeded

in
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in throwing out the bill ; but, as a

proof how little prejudice had to

do in the bufinels, his majority

upon this occafion was fo totally

difproportioned to thofe vvliich at-

tended his Iteps upon others, that a

vidlory upon fuch terms Icenied

ibnie fort of degradation. It was

to be acknowledged,' that the bill,

in itfelf, was not of much value,

and would have afforded but a

fcanty meafure to Ireland of that

relief which fbe wanted ; but the

time, manner, and circumftances

of a favour, frequently ftamp a

greater value upon it than it inhe-

rently poflefTes ; and the paffing of
the bill at that time, would evi-

dently have produced very happy
confequences, and, in a great mea-
fure, if not entirely, have pre-

vented all the mifchiefs and dan-
gers which have fince taken place

with refpeft to that country. But,

on the contrary, when the people

of Ireland faw that the minifler

had thus opealy fet his face dircft-

ly againll: them ; and found after,

that every effort in their favour

was rendered fhortive by his influ-

ence or management, until they

faw themfelves at length totally

abandoned by the rifing of the Bri-

tifh parliament ; it was no wonder
then that they ILould become def-

perate; and that they fliculd fcek

in themfelves for the means of that

redrefs, which they found denied
both to favour and to jullice. The
only matter of admiration now,
and which does them the higheil

honour as a people, is, that they
have not yet proceeded to ftill

greater extremities, and that their

demands are not abundantly more
exorbitant than they yet appear.
But their demands mull be rejeded
with the fame degree of fcoru with

which thofe of America were
ireatfd, before they can think of
following that example.

Minilters, ihey faid, boafted,

that the dillreffcs of Ireland had
not originated with them. It

would be readily admitted, tlia tfhe

was not without grievances, pre-

vious to the fatal period of thci?

adminiftration J but her immediate
calamities fprung principally from
the grand fource of all our evil*

and dangers, from their own Ame-
rican wai. By that Ireland, like

England, loll a valuable part of
her commerce, with lei's ability to

fupport the lofs ; and the corrupt

expences of a feeble government
increafed, as all the means of I'up-

plying them diminifhed.

Btit if minillers, faid they, did

not adminiiler relief to Ireland

themfelves, they may with jullice

boaft, that they inltruiSted her in

the means of obtaining efieiflual

redrefs. Jn fadt, they taught Ire-

laud by example, from their own
condutl: and that of America, every

thing ihe had to do. They had
convinced her, that no extent of
affection or fervice to this country

could entitle her either to favour

or jullice. But they fheued her at

tjie fame time, in a llriking in-

flance, the benefits to be derived

from a bold and determined refifl-

ance. They taught her to dictate

to the crown and parliament of
England the terms of their future

union. America, for her revolt,

had a profufion of favours held out

to her. Everv thing ihort of no-

minal independency had been of-

fered. Such was the reward of

rebellion. The reward of loyalty,

and of long forbearance under ac-

cumulated opprefiion and internal

diilrefs, Ihe had herfcif jull cxpe-

[£] i rieiiccd.
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''ienced, in the refufal of fo fmall

a favour as the importation of her

own iugars. Ireland, accordingly,

profited of the example ; and de-

termined not to render vain the

wildom, nor to difappoint the

good intentions of miniuers.

She alfo enters into her com-
mercial and military afibciaticns.

She alfo, adhering ftridly to the

line in all its parts, holds the

faith and integrity of govern-

ment in exadjy the fame degree

of contempt, which has been fo

long and io repeatedly exprefled

and fhewn by the Americans ;

and which indeed was hitherto

prevented, and feems ftill to fliut

out the poffibility, not only of

any reconciliation, but even of

peace, with that people. The
Irifli parliament accordingly, to

ihew her total diltruft of the good

faith or honeily of the Britifh go-

vernment, departs from her own
eflablillied rules and mode of ac-

tion, and initead of making a

provifion for two years as ulual,

paffes a fhort money bill for fix

months only ; thus telling you,

in plain mercantile language,

that your charafter is fo bad, that

you cannot be trufted for more

than fix months credit ; and

pointing out at the fame time

the ir.evitrtble confequ^nces which

m'uit immediately attend your re

fufal to comply with her de-

mands.
'i'h:i5, faid they, Ireland has

filled up every part of the fyftem

on her fide, but there feems a

ftrange deficiency on that of the

minifters. They have yet neg-

leded to hurl the thunders of

the cabinet againft that kingdom,

as they had done before againft

the cop.tioent cf America. Dub-

lin has had her mob and riot, as

well as ill-fated Bofton ; yet nei-

ther her port has been Ihut up,

nor the rioters brought over here

to be tried by an Englilh jury.

No alteration has even taken

place in the ufual mode of trials

in that country ; their popular

meetings and popular elections

are not interrupted ; no profcrip-

tion has been ifTued againft theif

leaders, nor has that kingdom
been declared out of the king's

peace ; we fee that Corke has

ftill efcaped the flames, nor do
we hear that Waterford is yet

reduced to afhes. Whence then

this wonderful departure from
the grand American fyftem ? The
anfvver, they faid, was plain an4
obvious. This change of fyftem

proceeded neither from lenity,

humanity, a more enlightened

policy, or from any real acceffiou

of wifdom. It proceeded from the

tremendous appearance, and the

real dangers of the prefent awe-
ful rnoment ; thefe had compel-
led infolence and arrogance tQ

give way to fear and humilia-

tion. Minifters were overpowr

ered, aghaft, and aftoniflied, in

the horrors of that tempeft which
they had themfelves raifed ; and
this drove them to fuch lengths,

as to defend, and to reprefent as

prudent and conftitutioaal, thofe

things, which they confidered

as caufes of war with America,

and which they would conftdej;

as afts oi[^ rebellion even in Eng-
land.

In this fevere and farcaftic

manner, and with thefe bitter

paiellels, was the whole of the

minifters defence treatf?d by op-

pofition. But no part was han-

dled with more fpirit, than the

plea
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pica for not affording timely re-

lief to Ireland, becaufe the par-

liament of that country was not

then fitting. As if (they faid)

the Britifh legiflature was inca-

pable of thinking julUy, or ad-

ing rightly, with refpcdl to the

commercial interefts of both king-

doms, until they were illuminat-

ed By thofs beams of wifdom and

knowledge which were to be re-

fledsd on them by the Irifli par-

liament. If the charge of inca-

pacity was confined to the minif-

ters, friends and foes, all man-
kind, they faid, would readily

concur in acknowledging the

jultnefs of the application ; but

with regard to the Britifh parlia-

ment, the reflection was not only

uncivil, but indeed conftituccd a

libel of a new and fmgular na-

ture. They faid, it was entirely

necdlefs to take the trouble of

entering at all into the queftion

relative to the necelfity of the ri-

sing of parliament ; for there had
been more than fufficient time,

between the nth of May, when
the bufinefs was f\ri\. brought be-

fore them, and the 3d of July,

when the prorogation took place,

to have done every thing that was
then neceflary with rcipeft to the

ariairs of Ireland. But if they

would not forward, why did they

oppofe the relief ? iVJinilters theni-

fclves, faid they, acknowledge,
that one half of what mall now
be yielded to Ireland, would then

have afforded fatisfacJlion. What
atoaement can they then make, to

their fovereign, to parliament, or to

their country, for reducing them
to the hard alte.uativc, of either

iacriiicing the tupreme authority

of the Britilli legiilature, by a

compei'*' I compliance with all the

demands of Ireland, or of being
driven to the direful neceflity of
openpg another civil war, when
we are already furcharged by
France, Spain, and America?
On the other hand, the mi-

niftr'y endeavoured to turn the ta-

bles on the oppofition. Here,
faid they, is the uniform courfe

oppofition faithfully holds, with-

out any deviation from the efta-

bliihed precedents of all their

forefathers in fa£tion. Com-
pulfion, concefTion, things done,

or things left undone, are alike a

fubje(5t of clamour. If meafures

of vigour for fupport of autho-

rity are adopted, a cry is raifed

as if tyranny were going to be

elbiblifhed. If, for the fake of

peace, conceflions are to be made,
then the dignity of the nation is

facriiiced. If meafures are prompt
and fpirited, the miniilry arc ac-

cufed of precipitation ; if they

are maturely weighed and confi-

dered, then the charge is timidity,

irrefolution, and procraftination.

Finding it impoffible to pleaie

thefe gentlemen, they would dif-

charge their confciences, and
would do what they trulled would
be both pleafing and beneficial to

England and Ireland. That, the

loyalty of tiiat country was too

clear to be ihaken by all the en-

deavours of fadions either there

or here ; although attempts were
not wanting, by comparing her

cafe to that of America, to bring

on the like confufions in Ireland.

The armaments in Ireland were

folely directed againft the com-
mon enemy ; and they knew that

the conccliions which would be

propoi'ed (and they hoped adopt-

ed) in parliament, as they would

be adequate to the necelntics of

[E\ 4. Ireland,
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Ireland, would be fatisfaftory to any detradlion of his former fpi-

her wilhes. If they were not, rit.

both nations would know who to The qucfticn being put at half

thank for the confequeiices. The after twelve o'clock, the motioa
mini Iters had long and inveterate was reiefted, upon a divifion, by
prejudices to deal with in this a majority of 173, to 100.

kingdom, which obliged them to

defer relief to Ireland, until

England faw the propriety of it.

When fuch prejudices prevailed,

it was necefiary perhaps that fome of Lords. Tiie noble duke having

inconveniences ihould be felt Hated the vaft combination of force

which was formed againft this

country, which was left without

An unexpefted motion ,

made on the following daySby '

the Duke of Richmond, brought on
a confiderable debate in the Houfe

from the prevalence of fimilar

prejudices in others and thus,

that the oppofite paffions of men friend or ally ; the fufpicious or

ballancing each other, might

bring them all at length to rea-

fon. Hiftory confirmed this prin-

unfavour,ible appearance of fome
powers who were not in declared

enmity, and the total indifFe-

ciple ; and it has been feldom or rence, at beft, of all others ; then

ever known, that one narrow felf- entered into a detailed ftatement

intereft in ftates has been got the of our prefent vaft military efta-

better of, but in the conflidl with blilhments by fea and land

;

fome other. It would be hard to which, including the late aug-

make the prefent minifters anfwer-

able for the natural courfe of

things.
• The debates were long, vari-

ous, and interefting. All the wit,

ability, and eloquence of the op-

pofition, were thrown out without

meaiure or referve againit the mi-

nifters. On their Tide, they ex-

erted themfelves much more

mentation of above 20,000 men
to the land force, would not fall

much Ihort, he fhewed, in botH

departments, of 300,000 men,
He proceeded to argue, that it

would exceed the ability of any
power whatever in Europe, to

fupport, for any continuance,

this prodigious force, by fea and
land, at the enormous expence

than they had done in the Houfe which it. created to this country,

of Lords, The two great lead- Without at all taking into the ac-

ers and fpeakers of the oppoli-

tion in that houfe took a large

fliare in the debate, and were as

ufual diftingulfhed. The appear-

ance of Mr. Fox, after his reco-

very from the wound which he

had received in the Inte duel, oc-

c'afioned by fomething that had

fallen from him on the firft day

count, that the commercial loffes

of tliis country, including thofe

of all kinds which proceeded from

the defcclion of her colonies, far

exceeded in extent, what could

well have fallen to the lot of any

other ftate.

He then proceeded to examine
the ftate of our refources, and

of the feiTion, afforded matter of laid down the adual expences of

much general curiofuy ; and that the war. He (hewed, by a num-
incident feenied nov to have pro- ber of calculations, that if the

^yced a renovation, rather tli^n war only continued to the end of

the
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the enfuing year, and vas only fupport of the war. How dif-

to coniume the provifion v/hich ferent was the conduft in this

parliament was now making countr^'. Inftead of any at-

for its fupport, it would, by tempt towards the practice, or

that time, complete an addition even any profeffion or pretence of
from its beginning, of fixty-three oeconomy, our expenditure was
millions to the former national lb Oiamefully laviih, as to fur-

debt ; the whole then amounting pafs ail recorded example of wafte

to very little fhort of two hundred and miimanagement, in the weak-
millions. And, that as the mi- eft and moil corrupt governments,

rifter had given on an average Our affairs v/ere now, howe-
about fix per cent, for the new ver, he flud, arrived at fuch a
debt, the Aanding interelt of the point of diftrefs and danger, as

whole would not amount to lefs laid us under an abfolute neceffi-

than eight miliions llerling an- ty of recurring to that never-

nually ; a tribute, to the pay- failing fource of wealth, cecono-

ment of which, all the landed my. We^ could not otherwife

property in England was to be hope to work out our national

for ever mortgaged. falvation. It muft begin Ibme-
Such, he laid, would be the where, and in fo trying a feafon

Hate of this country with refpeft as the preient, he could not but
to its finances at the clofe of the be of opinion, that the example
following year; and it would fhonld come from the fovereiga.

only be better by twelve milli- It would then h?.ve a great and
ons, were peace to be concluded general efFfd ; and he could not
at the inilant he was fpeaking. doubt, that after fuch a begin-
Under fo vail a burthen, an ex- ning, there' was one of their lord-

penditure conllantly increahng, fhips, who would not chearfully

and which already exceeded all relinquilh fuch a part of their

meafure and example, the moft public emoluments, as his ma-
exadt and rigid public oeconomy, jefty might think 'proper to re-

along with the mull liberal exer- commend. The example would
tions of public fpirit, were abfo- go iHll tarthcr. It vvonld fpread
lutcly neceflary for our preferva- through the different departments
tion. Our formidable neighbour of the Itate ; it nould influence

and enemy had fet us the exam- the condufl, a'^d excite the public
pie of oeconomy. Whilll the En- fpirit of itidivicuaU ; and it would
glifn were bent down to the earth likewiie, in its c'ilcl, tend to re-

under the preflare of their bur- llrain tliat bourdl, ;s promiion in
thens, and the indultry of our the public ex|vndiiure which at
minifter was exhaullcd, in mul- pretent prevail* d. He did not
tiplying new and vexatious, but wiih to .ibrid;^e the crown ot any

^ unprodudive obje<fls of taxation, thing which was nece.'i'ary to fup-
France, through the ability of her pnrt its fplendour a;id dignity,
piiniller, by a judicious reform in He was certain his in. ended mo-
thc cnllcflion and expenditure of tion could not at ail produce that
her- finances, had not yet laid a effcft. Parliament had, a few
iiiigle tax on her people for the years bqiore, augmented the civil

itll
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lift to the enormous amount of"

900,000!. a year. His motion

could go no farther, in its utinoft

prtiumed extent, than to bring it

again to that Hate, in which both

the honour and Tpleiidour of the

crown had been well liipportcd,

in much happier times and more
profperous feaibns.

He accordingly moved for an

addrefs to the following purpoit^—

To beieech his majtity to' refleft

on the manifold diltrelTes and dif-

ficulties, in which this country

is involved, and too deeply felt to

Hand in need of enumeration

—

To reprefent, that amidft the

many and various matters that re-

quire reformation, and muft un-

<ler<;0 correftion, before this coun-

try can rife fuperior to its power-

ful enemies, the wafte of public

tr^afure requires inftant remedy-

That profufjon is not vigour ; and

that it is become indifpenfabJy

necefTary to adopt that true ceco-

nomy, which, by reforming all

ufelefs expences, creates confi-

dence in government, gives ener-

gy to its exertions, and provides

the iricans for their continuance.

—Humbly to fubmit to his ma-
jefty, that a confiderable reduc-

tion of the civil lift, wonld be an

example well worthy his majefty's

paternal affeftion for his people,

and his own <iigriity ; could not

fail of diiTufing its influence

through every department of the

ilate, and would add true lullre

to his crown, from the grateful

feelings of a diftrelTed people.

—

And, to alTure his majelly, that

this Houfe will readily concur in

promoting fo defirable a purpofe ;

and that every one of its members
will chearfully fnbmit to fuch re-

duction of emoliwuent in any oilice

he may hold, as his mijefly in

his royal wifdom may think pro-

per to make.
The lords in adminiflration

agreed in general with the noble

duke, as to the reprefentation of
public affairs which he had laid

down as the grounds of his mo-
tion. We were certainly involv-

ed in a dangerous and i-xpenfive

war, and obliged to contend with
one of the moit formidable confe-

deracies that Europe had ever

beheld. They likewife acknow-
ledged, that there had been fome
want of ceconomy during the pre-

fent adminiftration ; but they ra-

ther confidered this circumltance

as incident to a ^ate of war, than

as being peculiar to the minifters.

They, however, wiOied, that a
more clear and fatisfa6tory man-
ner was adopted in flating the

public accounts, and that the

ftricieft ceconomy iTiould be prac-

lifed in the public expenditure.

But they oppofed the motion,

with refpeft to its dired and prin-

cipal objedt, on various grounds;

particularly from a conviftion that

it could not be of any fervice,

and confidering it befides, as be-

ing of an improper tendency.

The mode, they faid, was totally

inadequate to its objcft, of extri-

cating us in any degree from cur

prefent difficulties ; at the fame

time that it conveyed a cenfure

upon the former proceedings of

that Houfe, in the augmentation

of the civil lifl. It was incon-

fiftent and unjuft to attempt to

withdraw from his majefty what
had been fo unanimoufly granted

to hirn by parliament. Jt would

be paltry and mean to tax the fa-

Jarics of the fervants of the crown ;

and the revenue fo railed would
b«
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be trifling, and totally incompe- The noble lord at the head of
tent to any of the great purpofes the law encountered the motion,

of national expenditure, k we with all the weight of his own
were reduced to fuch an extremi- great natural abilities, as well as

ty of dirtrefs as rendered the mea- with that refined fubtilty and
fure indiipeniably neceffary, let acutenefs of argument, which may
the contributions from the public in fome degree be confidered as

benevolence or fpirit be general profeffional. He aflced, who knew
and optional ; let us follow the of thofe diftrefTes which were ftated

example of Holland in fuch a fi- in the motion ? How were they

tuation, where money was receiv- before the Houfe } From what in-

fd, without any fpecilication, in veiligation of their lordfhips, as

the public treafury, and without a houfe of parliament, was fuch

its being in any degree account- a refult drawn r Another affertion,

able for. he faid, was furely of too much
Whatever fyftem of ceconomy importance to be hazarded oa

might be adopted, ic ftiouid not mere fpeculation. The motion
by any means, they faid, begin ftated that " the wafte of public
at the crown ; the fplendour of treafure required inilant remedy."
which Ihould at all events be If the fad were fo, the depart-
maintained, as including in it the ment of government ought to be
honour and dignity of the em- diredly pointed out, in which the

pire. CEconomy fhould be direc- vvafle of the public treafure lay ;

ted to the various departments otherwife the charge was unjuft,

which were connedled witJi the becaufe it applied alike to all

public expenditure, fo that their public offices. If the fai^ were
reipedive bulineis might be pru- not true, the injulUce was mani-
dentiy and honellly adminiitered. feftly ftill greater. No kind of
They were all interefted in fup- proof had been offered ; much
porting the honour and dignity of lefs had the fact been even at-

the crown ; and they muft all par- tempted to be eftablidied in par-
take in the fatisfaction of that in- liamentary form. Such being the
create or the royal faqily, which cafe, he fubmitted to the Houfe,
inert aled the neceflity of an am- how far it would be decent, how
pie revenue. Were we fallen to far it would be juft, to vote an ad-
ihat deploable and abjed Itate, drefs, which, in any part of it, con-
to be under a necelhty of publilh- tained a general and undefined
ing to all the v/orld, that we charge againft the king's fervants.

were unable to continue that in- As to the main propofirions,

come which we had fo freely which included the lubllance of
granted to his majelty ? Such a the motion, he objeded to the
proceeding would fink and de- want of fpccification, as he did
grade us fo much in the eyes of to the defed of proof with refpcd
all Europe, that inltead of atlbrd- to the preceding aiTertions. What
mg any benefit, it would be pro- was to be underftood by the words
ducHve of great national picju- confiderabk reduaion ?' Did they
dice, fignify a moiety, or two thirds

of
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of tl.e civil lift ? What minifter

could, under fucb a diredion,

venture to give his majefty any
counfel, or to exphiin to him
what the Houfe defircd ? But he

particularly reminded the lords,

that if the motion was cairicd, it

could not enforce the advice. It

was no aft of parliament. His
majefty's civil lift was ellabliflied

at its prefent amount, by a poii-

tive adt of parliament. He con-

cluded by endeavouring to fhew,

that the objefl of the addrefs, if

the words and language of the

motion fairly avowed its purpofe,

was both inexpedient and imprac-

ticable ; if it were intended only

as a covert attack upon the minis-

ters, and as a means of turning

them cut of office, he thought it

would be more fair and more ho-

nourable, to come forward, in a

more explicit, a more direct, and
a mere obvious manner.

The lords in oppcfition, how-
ever, fupported the motion with

great vigour. The noble earl,

who had been himlelf the mover
of the hue addition to the civil

lift, ftated the reaibns, .why he

now thought a retrenchment of

that eflablifhment to be, even,

more neceffary, than he, at that

time, did its increafe. The times

were unhappily changed ; the fi-

tuation of this country was totally

different ; our revenue was leffen-

ed ; our reiources greatly exhauft-

cd. The immenfe fums raifed

upon the people were either en-

tirely divertc^d from their purpofe,

or if applied, fquandered without

wifdom or effeft. With a vaft-

nefs of fupply before unheard of,

and a prodigious, but mi'ispplied

and ill-direded force, he faid,

that the ccails of this country were

more expofed and defencelefs, and
her dependencies and commerce in

every part of the world worfe pro-

tedcd, than ever had been known
in any former war whatever. In

a word, that our mifcondud: and
mifgovernment was fo glaring,

that this country excited either

the pity or contempt of all the

world. We were become defpi-

cable in the eyes of our avowed
enemies, as well as of thofe who
had not yet declared themfelves

fuch.

It was only regretted on that

fide, that the meafure had not

originated from the throne.

Surely they faid, if his majefty

had any real friends about him,
they would not fail to have fug-

gefted a meafure, which would fo

effeftually have conciliated the

affeftions of all ranks of his fub-

jects ; who admiring it, when
coming unfought from the father

of his people, as an ^ft of the

higheft wifdom and gocdnefs,

could never think they had means
fufticitnt for exprefiing their gra-

titude. Queen Anne had fet the

example, in a war of a far differ-

ent nature from the prefent ; ftie

had the good fenfe or good for-

tune, during all the bright part

of her reign, to be guided by
wife and honeft counfels ; ftie al-

lotted ioo,oool. a year of her pri-

vate revenue to the fupport of the

war; and her civil Hit was lower

by 300,000!. than the prefent efta-

blilhment.

Other lords on that fide went
farther. They attributed all our

misfortunes and calamities, to the

long increafing and now prodi-

gious influence of the crown.

They ccnhdcred the augmenta-

tion of the civil lift, as having

greatly
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greatly increafed and confirmed

that influence. They faid, that

all temporizing expedients to re-

lieve the people would prove in-

cfFeclual ; that a reformation of

the conititution was called for ;

that its principles were perverted ;

and that until it was rellorcd to

its native and original purity,

this country could never recover

its former power and chara£ler,

nor could any thing great or de-

cifive be expeded from its utmoft

exertions.—A noble lord, in a

high military office, declaied his

concurrence to the motion, pro-

vided that it extended to all

places under government : he

liaid, that he knew it was what
all people expefted ; that all ranks

felt the general calamity, and
looked out impatiently for relief;

and that he would chearfally give

up the whole emoluments of his

own place for the good of his

country.

The great and learned law lord'

was congratulated, on his happy
ignorance of thofe manifold pub-
lic diftrefles and calamities, of
which every other man in the

kingdom, they faid, had too fen-

fjble a knowledge. He wa» like-

wife, they faid, the only igno-
rant man in the kigdora, with
refped to that wafte of the public

tteafuie which was Hated in the

propofed addrefs. The fadt had
been charged, admitted, or ac-

knowledged, on every f.de of the
Houfe ; and even confirm.ed by
the declaration

, of a noble vif-

count newly come into high office,

that the fad was truly ilated.

Although it could not be difricult

to gi\c- to faits of fuch notoriety
the fulltil degree of convidion.,
yet, ia order to obtviiii the Ic.irn-

ed lord's concurrence with the

more material parts of the ad-

drefs, tlTfey would undertake to

induce the noble framcr to with-

draw thofe two paflages of objec-

tion.

The queilion being at length

put,, the motion was rejeded,

upon a divifion, by a majority of
forty-one, the numbers bving 77
to 36; including ten proxies ca
one fide, and three on the oth;;r.

The minifter at t. i.

, , J ,

.

Dec. 13th.
length opened his pro- -^

pofitions for affording relief to

Ireland, in the Houie of Com-
mons. They were three in num-
ber, and went to the following

articles.—To the repeal of thofe

laws, which prohibit the exporta-

tion of Irifh manufadures, made
of or mbced with wool, and wool
flocks, from Ireland to any part

of Europe.-^That fo much of the

ad of 19th George II. as prohi-

bits the importation of glals into

Ireland, except of Britifh manu-
fadure, or to export giafs from
that kingdom, be repealed.—And,
that Ireland be fullered to car-

ry on a trade of export and im-
port to and from the Britifh co-

lonies, in America and the Well
Indies, and her fettlements oa
the coafis of Africa, fubjed to

fuch limitations, regulations, re-

Itridions, and duties, as the par-

liament of Ireland fhall impofe.

The noble lord ilated, in a

fpeech of confiderable length, aud
of equal ability and knowledge
of the fubjed, the propriety and
jullice, as well as the nccjiuty,

of affording relief to Ireland; and
entered fully into the cl:n:ns of

that country, as well with r<'[j:t

to her natural and inherent ri^'.."s,

as to thofe ariiing from her ] .irii-

cul.ir
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Ciilar connefllon with Great Bri-

tain. He likewife expatiated

largely on the mutual and rcfpec-

tive intererts of both countries ;

and very happily colledVed into

one point of view almoil; all thofe

queltions of commerce and policy,

which we have already (een agi-

tated upon the fubjedt. Indeed,

it would not have been eafy at

prefent to difcover much new
ground, upon the general quef-

tions of right, juftice, or recipro-

cal advantage, whatever might be

derived from expedience or imme-
diate necelTity. Such was the hap-

py temper now prevailing, that

the refolutions were agreed to

Vv-ithout the fmalleft oppofition.

Some fliort difcourfe of the nature

formerly related ; fome reproach

for delay ; and fome doubt of the

complete efficacy of any thing

which could be done in the pre-

fent circumftances to give com-

plete fatisfadlion, was the whole

of what parted on a fubjeft, which

would formerly have agitated,

poffibly convuh'ed the whole em-
pire. But the late great revolu-

tion had rendered every change

eafy. Bills founded on the two

firft propofitions were according-

ly brought in, pafled both houfes

with the utmoft facility, and re-

ceived the royal aiTent, before the

recefs. The third, being more
complex in its nature, requiring

a variety of enquiry, and being

fubjeft to feveral limitations and

conditions, was fuffered to lie

over the holidays in its prefent

flate of an open propofition ; not

only to afford time for confidera-

tion here, but for acquiring a

knowledge of the efFecl which the

meafure would produce in Ire-

land,

GiSTER, 1780.

The vaft fums which Were
charged to the extraordinaries of
the army, and which every year

became Hill more enormous, had
long been a lubjeft of complaint
with the oppofition in both houfea

of parliament ; who had likewife,

from time to time, made various

inefreclual attempts to 'reftrain

them within fome defined limits.

Although the bufmefs feemed
more properly to appertain to the

Houfe of Commons, yet the for-

mer failure, or prefent hopelefihefs

of fuccefs there, probably were
the motives which induced the

Earl of Shelburne to bring ,

it now forward before the ^

lords, who were accordingly fum-
moned for the purpofe. He in-

troduced his motion by entering

into an ample difcufiion of its fub-

jeft, and by an accurate compa-
rative eftimate of the extraordina-

ry military fervices of former

reigns, and of the prefent. On
this ground he ftated a number cf

curious and interefting fafts. He
ftiewed that the extras of King
William's reign, when a war was

carried on in Flanders, Ireland,

and the Weft Indies, did not ex-

ceed, in the higheft year of the

revolution war, ioo,oool. That in

the next, the fucceffion war, which

we maintained in Germany, oa

the banks of the Danube, in Flan-

ders, Spain, the Mediterranean,

North America, and the Weft In-

dies, the extras never exceeded

20o,oool. And, that in the firft

war of the late king, waged with

France and Spain jc.intly, they

did not, in any one year, exceed

4oo,ocol.

That during the late war, the

moft extenfive, and alfo the moft

expenfive, in which this cotmtry

had
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iud ever been engaged, the ex-

traordinaries of the year 1757
were only 8oo,oooI. while thoie

of 1777 amounted to 1,200,000!.

befides a million granted for the

tranfport fervice ; thus, upon the

whole, exceeding two millions.

That the higheft year of the late

war, that of 1762, when our arms

were triumphant in every quarter

of the globe ; ivhen we fupported

80,000 men in Germany, be-

fides vidorious armies in North

America, the Britifh and French

Vv'eil Indies, the Eaft Indies, in

Portugal, on the coaft of France,

and at the reduction of the Ha-
vannah, the whole of the extras

did not exceed two millions ;

whereas the two laft defeniive

campaigns would be found, when
the accounts of the latter of the

two were made up, to amount to

the enormous fum of upwards of

three millions each. And that

the extra military charges in the

lall four years, during the greater

part of which the contefl was con-

fined to the Americans only, would

be found to amount to a fum
very nearl/ equal to the . uole ex-

penditure of the firu four years of

King William's, and fully equal

to tlie two firll years of the Duke
of Marlborough's campaigns.

He then proceeded to llate and
explain the caufes, to which he

attributed the monllrous difpro-

portion between the prefcnt mi-
litary extraordinarics, and thole

ol any former period. In this cu-

rious and p:^rticular detail he
Hated, that only one contraftor

had been employed in the lall; war
for the fupply of the forces in

America; but that th^ minifttr

had fplit tlie prcfent contract into

twelve parts, in order to make a

return to fo many of his friends

for the fervices which he received
from them at home. That in the
former inftance, the fole contrac-
tor. Sir William Baker, was
bound to furnilh provi lions on
the fpot, in America, at fixpencc
a ration ; whereas the prcfent con-
tractors were only to deliver ra-
tions at the fame price in Corke ;

Co that the whole freight, in-

furance, rifquc, and all other

poifible expences, were taken out
of the pockets of the public, and
put into the pockets of the minif-

ter's contracting friends. From
which, and from a variety of
other fpeciiied initances of mifma-
nagement, he pledged himfelf to
the proof, that every ration now
delivered in America ftood the
public in two {hillings, inflead

of fixpence, which they colt in the
laft war.

He went the whole round of
contracts in this courfe ; and while
he treated the conduct of the mi-
nilter v/ithout mercy, he was no-
thing more fparing of the, con-
traitors. He paid particular at-

tention to the fuppofed favourite

of the minifter in that line. Thst
man, he faid, notwithltanding his

reprobation in parliament, and his

detection in the moit glaring im-
poiition on the public, had^ con-
tracts given him, in the years 1777
and 177S, to the amount of
1,300,000!. ; and probably, h's

contracts in the preceding year,
(the accounts of which were not
yet deliverd in) far exceeded
thole in either of the two former.

He was exceedingly fevere on the

conduit of the miniller with t'-iis

fuppo!ed favourite contraftor. Nor
did he pa^s over the golJ, or

bullion contractor, through u'hofe

hands.
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hands, he faid, no lefs than three

millions leven hundred thoufand

pounds in ipecie had been tranf-

mitted to America, and for which
a lingte voucher had not been pro-

duced. That immenfc fum, he
iaid, had been written oit in thirty

or forty lines, without any ac-

count, or fpecification whatever,

forty thouiind pounds in one line,

twe:ity in another, and thirty in a

third. When it was remembered
that the traaiport fervice, ord-

nance, pravifion?, llores, p;iy»

new appointments, and, in a

word, every item of expence that

could be thought of, were all fe-

parately provided for, and each

brought to account under its pro-

per head, it muft furely puzzle the

inoil quick and fertile genius,

even to guefs, in what manner>

or to what ufe,.this enormous fum,

of nearly four millions, could

have been applied.

After going over a vail; quan-

tity and ' great variety of mat-

ter relative to the fubjeft, he

opened his views more particu-

larly v/ith refpeft to his intended

motions. He faid that an uncon-

llitutioaal, miniiteri.rl inrluence,

had ulurped the regal prerogative,

which it was now become abfo-

lutcly neceflkry to cruih for the

falvation of this country. That
this mifchief arole principally from

the opportunity, now afforded in

a greater degree than ever to the

firit lord of the treafury, of ex.

pending millions of the public

money without account, and con-

feqae.itly without geconomy. And,
tliat as the army extraordinaries

airorded the moll unlimited rneans

to the minifter, for the propaga-

tion and fupport of that fatal fyf-

tem of iniiuente and corruption.

he would make that lavifh head of
expenditure the firft and great

object of his enquiry and cenfure.

He accordingly moved his firft

refolution to the following pur-

port,—That the alarming addition

annually making, to the prefent

enormous national debt, under the

head of extraordinaries, incurred

in the different fervices, requires

immediate check and controul.—

*

The iacreafing the public expence

beyond the grants of parliament,

being at all times an invaiion of

the fundamental rights of parlia-

ment ; and the utmofl; oeconomy
being indifpenfably neceilary, in

the prefent reduced and deplora-

ble itate of the landed and mer-
cantile interell of Great Britain

and Ireland.

The defence on the part of the mi-
niflry was extremely fnort and

dry. It is not clear, whether

this arofe from fome difagreement

between the minilters, which did

not permit tliem to be much dif-

pleafed with the arraignment of a

condud, in v/hich none in that

HoUfe was ofHcially concerned

;

or v/hethar at the time, they were

not fufnciently inftru£ted in the

fixte of the quefdon to anfwer to

it fully. Whatever was the caufe,

the chancellor feeing no likeli-^

hood of a debate, after wailing a

confiderable time, proceeded at

length to put the quelTion. This

called up a noble duke in the op-

pofition, who exprciled the utmcft

ailoniihment and indignation, that

minilters fhould venture to fit Hill

under fuch charges, without an

attempt at anfwer or defence. A
noble earl likewife, who had late-

ly fucceeded to his feat in that

Houfe, declared, that during fif-

teen years he had fat in the other

he
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lie had never feen a quellion of

fuch importance treated with in-

difference or file nee, or what was

full as bad, with feme feeble at-

tempt which meant nothing,' and

feemed intended to mean no-

thing.

This at length drew out fome

vindication of the character of the

noble miniiler in the other Houie ;

ivho was faid to be clean handed

in the moft eminent degree ; and

who would go out of office in a

ftate of poverty, if it were to hap-

pen on the following day. They
chiefly relied on the defedl of

proof to fupport the fads or

charges ; that the motion reverfed

the order of things ; it proceeded

to punilhment before it convicted,

and was therefore prepofterous

;

that every part of the public ex-

penditure was already fubjeft to

check and controul at the exche-

quer. That fucli enquiries, and
fo conduced, would be in faft to

eilablifh a new committee of fafe-

ty, and, under pretences of cor-

recting the abufes of adminiilra-

tion, would tend to the fubver-

fion of the conftitution ; that we
were befides engaged in a great war,
and mull not llarve it ; if a pro-

per confidence was not placed in

our commanders, it could not at

all be carried on ; and, that the

principal precedent brought to

Ihew the former interference of
paliament on fimilar occafions,

was drawn from the fcandalous

adminiftratlon of the year 1711,
which ihould alone be a fufficient

motive for reprobating the prefent
motion.

It was accordingly rejedted,

upon a divifion, by a majority of
81, including 21 proxies, to 41,
including four proxies : beino- as

Vol. XXIII.

nearly two to one, as it was poflible

without being quite fo.

The noble carl, after the divi-

fion, having informed the Houfe
of the purport ot bis fecond in-

tended propofition, which went to

the appointment of a committee

for enquiring into the fcveral parts

of the public expenditure, and
confidering what reductions or

favings could with confiftency be

made, then moved, that it Ihould

be taken into confideration on the

8th of the following February,

which was agreed to.

The rejeftion, however, of his

firft motion, together with that

of the Duke of Richmond's, on

the 7th inllant, ferved much to

incrcafe the public diffatisiacftion,

which, whether with or wiinout

reafon, did now, much more than

at any former period, certainly

prevail without doors, and to give

Ib-ength and confirmation to that

opinion v/hich was alfo very gene-

rally prevalent, that no hone of

obtaining redrefs now remained,

until I'uch meafares were purfued

by the people at large, as would,

by difiblving that unnatural com-
bination which was charged to

fubfift between miniflers and the

reprefentative body, reftore the an-

tient dignity, and the former ener-

gy of parliament. Thanks trom

the city of London were voted to

the noble duke and eail for their

paft motions, accompanied with

the fulleft approbation of that an-

nounced for the 8th of Februarv,

and an afTurance of every confil-

tutional I'upport in their power

to thoi'e necefTary plans of re-

formation propofed by them. The
bufmefs was likewiie foon adopt-

ed in the counties ; and from this

time that fpiric of reformation be-
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gan to appear, which we hava

liHce i'een produce fo many meet-

ings, afTociations, and projedls, in

almoft all parts of the kingdom,
though with different degrees of
warmth, and different extent of
objefts, for correfting the fup-

pofed vices of government, and
for relloring the independency of

parliament. The city of London
likewife fent feparate letters of

thanks and acknowledgment to

al! the lords who hdd voted in fup-

port of the two paft motions, in-

cluding his Royal Highnefs the

Duke of Cumberland, whofe name
appeared at the head of t'le mino-
rity on the laft divifion ; thefe

letters, with their refpeclive an-

fwers, were publilhed in moft of

the papers at that time.

It was on the very day of Lord
Shelburne's motion, that Mr.
Burke opened in the Houfe of

Commons fuch parts as it was
yet thought fitting and neceffary

to expofe, of that celebrated plan

of public ceconomy, and attempt

towards a reform or leffening of

corrupt influence, which after-

wards afforded fo many fubjefts

of parliamentary dilcuffion, and

was, for a long time, an objeft

of fo much general admiration.

He likewife gave notice, that he

would bring on the bufinefs as

foon after the holidays a? poflible
;

and amidft a variety of obferva-

tions and arguments, to enforce

the propriety, expediency, and
neceffity of the propofed meafure,

particularly alluded to the bufi-

nefs then carrying on in the other

Houfe.

He fald, that the defire of re-

formation operated every where,

but where it ought to operate

moll ftrongly, in that Houfe. That

the propofitions which had been
lately made, and were that day
making, in the other Houfe, al-

though highly laudable in them-
felves, were no leis than a re-

proach to that in which he fate.

To them, who claimed the ex-

clufive management of the public

purfe, all interference of the

lords, in their peculiar province,

was, at lealt, a reproach. It

might be fomething worfe ; for,

if the lords fhould affume or ufurp

the performance of a duty of
theirs, which they negledled, they
would be fupported in an ufurpa-

tion which was become neceffary

to the public. Privileges were
loft by negled, as u-ell as by abufe.

That old parliamentary forms and
privileges were no trifles, he
would freely grant ; but the na-

tion called for fomething more
fubftantial than the very bell of
them ; and if form and duty
mufl be feparated, they would
prefer the duty without the form,

to the form without the duty. If

both lords and commons fhould

confpire in a neglect of duty,

other means, ftill more irregular

than the inteference of the lords

might be now confidered, would
be undoubtedly reforted to ; for,

he conceived the nation would,

fome way or other, have its bufi-

nefs done ; or otherwife, that it

could not much longer continue

to be a nation.

Other arguments, on different

grounds, but tending to the fame
objeft, will appear in their proper

place. A noble lord, of a family

highly confidered for its conftitu-

tional principles, and who always

draws great attention in the Houfe

of Commons, where he is looked

on as a leader of the Whigs, de-

clared.
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clarcd, that Mr. Burke had com-

municated his plan to him, (o far

as it was yet perfected ; and that

it not only met with his warmeft

approbation, but that he was con-

vinced (from reafonings and fads

which he ftated, tending to fhew

the public diltrefl'es and expefta-

tions) that it was become abfolutely

recelFary that fomething of the kind

lliould be done, in order to remove

the prefent dilfatisfaftions, by
meeting the wifhes of the people.

He had, however, told his honour-

able friend at the time, that al-

though he highly approved of his

plan, wifhed it all poUible fuccefs,

and was fully fenfible that fome re-

medy of the fort was earneitly ex-

pefted by the public from that

houfe, and more particularly from
his fide of it, yet he much doubt-

ed, whether parliament had virtue

enough at that time to bring fo

right a meafure to perfedlion.

A gentleman, from the northern

part of the united kingdom, diftin-

guifhed for his candour, temper,

and moderation in oppofitioii, de-

clared on his confcience he was
firmly perfuaded, that the undue
influence of the crown was the true

caufe of the mifchievous origin,

the dellruiitive progrefs, the ab-
furd conduft, and the obltinate

profecution, without view or hope,
of the accurfed American war

;

which was now univerfally felt, and
generally acknowledged, as being
in itfelf the caufe of ail the other
misfortunes of Great Britain, and
particularly of the prefent naval

. greatnefs of the houfe of Bourbon.
He faid, that from the cordial af-

feftion he bore to his fovereign, he
felt himfelf bound, fo far as he was
able, to remove that evil. He
thought himfelf bound to it by his

faith, by his allegiance, and by
the facred oath he had taken to his

majelly. By that facred bond and
indifToluble obligation, he was
compelled to do every thing in his

power to fccurc the ftability of the
throne. ** This influence Ihakes
" it ; it may fubvert it ; and no-
" thing can be undertaken more
" worthy of a good fubjed, than
" to remove, in time, this means
" of mifchief and danger to the
" king."

Upon this difcoarfe, Mr. Fox,
who was jufl: come in from the

Houfe of Lords, faid, that the firft

men in the kingdom, the firft in

abilities, the firft in eftimation,

were then libelling that houfe.

Every inftance they gave, (and the

iaftances he faid were many and
ftrong) of uncorredled abufe, with
regard to public money, was a di-

red libel on that houfe. Every ar-

gument they ufed for the redudion
of prodigal expence, and their ar-

guments were various and unan-
fwerable, was a libel on that houfe.

Every thing they ftated on the

luxuriant growth of corrupt influ-

ence, (and it was never, he faid,

half fo flourifhing) was a moft fe-

vere and dired libel on that houfe.

But that houfe, he faid, would
be brought, by proper means, to

wipe ofF all thofe imputations.

The people had for a long time
been flow and torpid. They had,

however, at length, been quicken-
ed by their feelings to a lenfe of

their lituation and IdfFerings. He
accorded with the opinion of s

noble lord, that there was not vir-

tue enough within thole walls, to

go through with the plan of re-

formation which his honourable

friend had to propote. But the

virtue of neceffity would at lalf ani-

[f] 2 mate
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mate the people ; and, through

them, it would likewife animate

and correct that houfe. The vir-

tue ot neceffity, fure in its prin-

ciple, and irreliftible in its opera-

tion, was an effcftual reformer. It

awakens late ; but it calls up many
other virtues to its aid ; and their

joint exertion will infallibly bear

down the greateft force, and will

infallibly dillipate the ftrongeft

combination, that corrupt men
have ever formed, or can ever form

againll them.

He applauded the fentiment of

the gentleman who fpoke jull be-

fore him, that his duty and alle-

giance to the king were ftrong mo-
tives with him for wifhing fuccefs

to the prefent propofition. Thefe

motives, he faid, mull undoubt-

edly operate in the fame manner

with every good fubjeft. Could

the king, he faid, poffibly enjoy

the afFeftion and confidence of his

people, when his intereft was

wholly diflbciated from theirs, and

put upon a bottom perfectly fepa-

rate r It is but one and the fame

principle, which cements friend-

ihip between man and man in fo-

ciety, and which promotes alFedion

between king and fubjedl : namely,

that they Ihare but one fortune

;

that they flouriih by the fame prof-

peri ty, and are equal fufferers by

the fame diltrefs ; that the cala-

mity of the people is the depreffion

of the prince. On any other

terms, there can be no fympathy

between men in any relation of

life.

He concluded by hoping, that

his honourable friend would add

perfeverance, to the diligence and

abi'ity which he had already em-
ployed, in his plan for leffciiing

the public expences, and for re-

ducing the ruinous influence of the

crown ; and that all men who had
an intereft in their country, who
profeiTed a zeal for her wehare, a
regard for the honour of parlia-

ment, and an aft'eftion for the con-
Ititution, would now have but one
mind, and heartily unite, in pro-

moting a meafure fo highly ufeful,

and at this time fo abfolutely ne-
celfary.

While the fcheme of reformation

was thus warmly patronized and
commended by the oppofition, and
drew out no fmall fhare of praife

and applaufe to its author from all

fides of the houfe, the minilter was
totally lilent; an appearance of in-

difierence, which did not pafs

without fome fevere comments from
his adverfafies.

The eftimates of the army, and
the augmentation of the land force,

had (as ufual of late) drawn out

much debate, cenfure, and fome
attempts at particular enquiry, in

the Houfe of Commons. The efti-

mates of the ordnance likewife,

which amounted to the fum of

1,049,0001. and exceeded the ex-

pence of the preceding year by
132,000!. afforded room for ani-

madverfion and conteft. On thefe

occafions, much extraneous mat-
ter, relative to the conduft of the

commander in chief of the army,
the alledged negledled and dan-
gerous ftate of Plymouth, and the

general means of national defence

adopted through the fummer, was
repeatedly brought up. In other

refpeds, the matter of argument,
of charge and defence, as well as

the iffue in all cafes, were fuch as

we have had already more occafions

than one of ftating.

Such were the grounds of de-

bate, and fuch the itate of the war-

faro
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fare between the contending par-

ties, previous to the Chriflmas re-

ccis. Every thing feemed diredly

[8j

to lead to the extraordinary event

^

which diftinguiflied the remainde^
of the leffion.

CHAP. V.

County meetings, petitions, and ajfociations. York leads the nvay. Great

meeting at that city, Cofnmittee appointed. Some account of the peti-

tion from that county, nxjhicb becomes a model to others. Sir George Sa-

ijille prefents the petition from the county of York. Debates on that fub-

jeSl. Jamaica petition prefented, Mr. Burke's plan of ceconomical re-

form. Bills Ircught in upon that fyjlem. Earl of Shelburne''s motion

(purfuant to the ?iotice gi-uen before the recefs) for a committee of both

hcufes, to enquire i?ito the public expenditure. Motion feconded by the

Earl of Couentry. Oppofed, Debates. Strictures nvith refpeSl to the

county meetings and petitions. Marquis of Carmarthen explains the caufes

0f his refignation. Strictures on the conduSl of a noble lord at the head

of a great department. Motion rejetled upon a di'vifon. UnufualJirength

Jhe'wn by the oppofition on this divifion.

THE bufinefs of public meet-
ings, of petitions to par-

liament, and of aflbciations for

the redrefs of grievances, was com-
menced during the recefs ; and
the adoption of thefe means for

procuring a reform in the executive

departments of the ftate, not only

became foon very general, but the

minds of the public being agitated

and warmed by thefe meetings, the

views of many, and thofe perfons

of no mean weight and confe-

quence, were extended llill far-

ther ; and they gradually began to

confider, that nothing Icfs than a

reform in the conltitution of par-

liament itfelf, by fliortening its

duration, and obtaining a more
equal reprefentation of the people,
could reach to a perfcd cure of the

.prefent, and afford an effedual
prefervative againll the return of
fimilar evils.

The great, populous, and opu-
lent county of York led the way.

and fet the example to the reft of
the kingdom. A very numerous
and refpedlable meeting of the gen-
tlemen, clergy, and freeholders,

including perfons of the firft con-

fideration and property in the

county, and in the kingdom, fuch

as perhaps never was aflembled in

the fame manner in this nation,

was held at York on the laft day
but one of the year. There a pe-

tition to the Houfe of Commons
was unanimoufly agreed upon, and
accompanied with a refolution,

that a committee of fixty-one gen-
tlemen be appointed, to carry on
the necefiary correlpondence for

efFeftually promoting the objeft of
the petition ; and likewife to pre-

pare a plan of an afibciation, on
legal and conftitutional grounds,

to fupport the laudable reform, and
fuch other meafures as might con-

duce to reilore the freedom of par-

liament ; to be prefented by the

chairman of the committee at their

[fj 3 next



W\ ANNUAL REGISTER, 17S0.

next meeting, which was to be
held by adjournment in the enfu-

ing Ealler week.

As this petition ferved in a great

meafurc as the groundwork for

thofe that fucceeded from other

counties and towns, we fhall enter

the more particularly into its de-

tail.—They begin by ftating the

following matters as facts— That
the nation had for feveral years

been engaged in a moll: expenfive

and unfortunate war ; that many
of our valuable colonies, having

declared themfelves independent,

had formed a ftrift confederacy

with our moft dangerous and inve-

terate enemies ; and that the con-

fequence of thofe combined mif-

fortunes had been, a large addition

to the national debt, a heavy accu-

mulation of taxes, with a rapid

decline of the trade, manufac-
tures, and land-rents of the king-

dom.—They then declare, that,

alarmed at the diininifhed refources

and growing burthens of this coun-

try, and convinced, that rigid fru-

gality is now indifpenfabiy necef-

fary in every department of the

Hate, they obferved with grief, that

notwithftanding the calamities, and
impoveriihed condition of the na-

tion, much public money had been

improvidently fquandered ; that

many individuals enjoy iinecure

places, efficient places with exor-

bitant emoluments, and penfions,

unmerited by public fervice, to a

large and Hill increafing amount

;

whence the crown has acquired a

great unconfiitutional influence,

which, if not timely checked, may
foon prove fatal to the liberties of
this country.

They further declare, that con-

ceiving the true end of every legi-

timate government to be, not the

emolument of any individual, but
the welfare of the community

;

and confidering, that by the con-
iHtution, the cuftody of the na-
tional purfe is entrufted in a pecu-
liar manner to that houfc ; they

beg leave to reprefent, that until

efFedual meafures be taken to re-

drefs thofe oppreffive grievances,

the grant of any additional fum of
money, beyond the produce of the

prcfent taxes, would be injurious

to the rights and property of the

people, and derogatory from the

honour and dignity of parliament.

—They, therefore, appealing to

the juftice of the Commons, moil

earneitly requeft, that before any
new burthens are laid upon this

country, effeftual meafures might
be taken by that houfc, to enquire

into and corredl the grofs abufes in

the expenditure of public money ;

to reduce all exorbitant emolu-
ments ; to refcind and abolifh all

finecure places, and unmerited
penfions ; and to appropriate the

produce to the neccffities of the

ftate.

The clergy upon this occafion dif-

proved a charge, which had been
often laid, and, perhaps, not al-

ways without feme foundation,

againft them ; as if they were more
peculiarly difpofed to be obfequi-

ous to power, and to fupport all

meafures, of whatever government,

and whatever nature, which did

not immediately afled their own
particular rights or privileges, than

any other order of the community.
Although the meeting was in the

feat of the metropolitan fee, and

immediately under the eye of pro-

vincial authority and government,

not only a confiderable number of

that body attended, and zealoufly

promoted the jefolutions and pe-

tition 2
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tition ; but no lefs than fourteen

clergymen, including two dignita-

ries of the church, were appointed

of the committee, which was in-

tended to give efficacy to the whole

meafur* and defign.

, , The county of Mid-
J an. 7th,

^j^^^^ ^^^^ f^^^j^ ^^ jjjg

'7 °' fecond of the county of

York. In about a week, a very

numerous meeting was held at

Hackney, where a petition, fimi-

lar to that of York, with feveral

refolutions, were unanimcufly a-

greed to ; and a committee of cor-

refpondence and aftociation, con-

fining of fifty-three gentlemen,

who were diitinguiflied by rank,

fortune, ability, or popularity,

appointed to condudl the bufinefs.

At this meeting, as well as at fome

of thofe which fucceeded in other

counties, although the conducl of

ininiilers was treated with little

mercy indeed ; yet it was fcarcely

more reprobated than that of the

majorities in both houfes. The
late rejeftion in the Houfe of

Lords, of the two motions of

ceconomical reform, which had
been made on the 7th and 15th of
December, was an objeft of much
general and particular cenfure. It

became likewife cuftomary at thofe

meetings, to return a public tri-

bute of thanks and applaufe to

thole lords and gentlemen in both
houfes, who had attempted to llem
the rcfilllefs torrent of the Ame-
rican war, or who had fmce as un-
luccefsfully endeavoured to check
or reftrain the fuppofed wafte in
the public expenditure.

The example of York and Mid-
dlefex was foon followed by the
county palatine of Cheiler. And
in a pretty clofe fucceffion of time,
by the counties of Herts, SuiTex,

Huatingdon, Surry, Cumberland,

Bedford, Eflex, Somerfet, Gloa-
cefter, Wilts, Dorfet, Devon, Nor-
folk, Berks, Bucks, Nottingham,
Kent, Northumberland, Suffolk,

Hereford, Cambridge, and Derby,
nearly, if not entirely, in the order
in which they are placed. Hants
had agreed upon a petition, on the

fame day with Middlefex. The
Welfh counties of Denbigh, Flint,

and Brecknock, likewife petition-

ed, as did the cities of London,
Wellminiler, York, Briftol, Glou-
celter, and Hereford, with the

towns of Nottingham, Reading,
Cambridge, Bridgewater, and
Newcaftle upon Tyne. The coun-

ty of Northampton declined pe-
titioning, but voted refolutions,

and inltructions to their reprefen-

tatives, upon the fame ground,

and including the purport of the

petitions, as a previous raeafure.

It mult not be fuppofed, that in

all thefe counties and towns, the

fpirit was alike, or that the fame
unanimity prevailed. In many,
the weight of property appeared

clearly and ftrongly for the peti-

tions. In others it was more
doubtful. But there were few, ia

which any direft or fuccefsful op-

position was made to the meafure.

So that, explicitly or tacitly, it

might be confidered as agreeing

tolerably well with the fenfe of
thofe places.

The meafure of forming com-
mittees, and entering into afTocia-

tions, was a great ilumbling-block

in fome of the counties. Many
who were heartily difpofed to con-

cur in rellraining the fuppofed dan-

gerous influence of the crown, in

procuring a reform of the public

expenditure, and in reftoring the

independency of parliament, by
cutting off the means of corrup-

tion, were, however, apprehenfivo

[^]4 of
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of evil, and even of danger from
thefe meafures. Affociations and
committees had produced fuch re-

cent cfFefts in America, and even
in Ireland, that the very terms
ivere become fufpicious. The
friends of government dexteroufly

applied the odium or terror attend-

ing thefe words to all the purpofes

of which they were capable ; and
many, who would not venture di-

reftly to encounter the popular rage

for reformation, or openly to avow
that they were the friends of pub-
lic extravagance or corruption, co-

vered their oppoficion by quarrel-

ling with theie obnoxious incorpo-

rations. The counties of Suftblk,

Northumberland, Hereford, and
Derby, where the oppofite parties

were pretty equally balanced, ac-

cordingly appointed no commit-
tees, in Kent, where the popu-
lar fide was ; revalent. a moderat-
ing fcheme was propoled. To this

the friends of government, along

with thofe who wiftied for redrefs,

but who were enemies to commit-
tees, and did not approve of llrong

language, jointly adhered, and fo

far afled ^s one party. By this

mean:;, two petitioas for redrefs

were prefented from that county
;

and while a committee was formed,
and the fcheme of affociation was
fully adopted by the majority, a
very numerous and confiderable

party, either condemned or op-
pofed both meafures.

The members of adminiftration,

and men in office, were not wholly
deficient in their endeavours to

prevent the county meetings. But
they were generally overborne by
the torrent. Nothing could more
clearly demonftrate the impetuofity

of the fpirit whicli then prevailed,

than that the noble lord at the head

of the admiralty, and at the head
like wife, pcrfonally, of a great

body of his numerous friends, could

not prevent the meafures of a pe-

tition and a committee, from being

carried in his own native and
favourite county ; in which he had
exerted himfelf with his known
ability in this fort of affairs, and
with all the influence of the

many great offices he had held for

fo many years, to form a fecure and
fettled intereft. All dire(^ oppo-
fition being fruiilefs, endeavours

were ufed to obtain protefts ; but
though one or two perfons of great

property and confequence took the

lead in this meafure, it was not

attended with a fuccefs at all e-

qual to expeftation. Some protefts

were figned in the counties of
Herts, Huntingdon, Norfolk,

SufTex, and Surry. Thefe pro-

tefts did not oppofe (that indeed

could fcarcely be done) the prayer

of the petitions ; but the protellors

were of opinion, that the whole

ought to be left to the difcretion of
parliament, in whole public fpirit

and integrity they thought it im-
proper to exprefs, particularly at

that time, any fort of diftruft.

The petition from the
p^^^ g^j^^

county of York was the

firft prefented, and was introduced

in the Houfe of Commons by Sir

George Saville ; who, notwith-

flanding the preflure of a heavy

cold and hoarfenefs, accompanied

it with a fpeech of confiderable

length. Under thefe difadvan-

tages^ the novelty and importance

of the fubjeft, and perhaps ftill

more, the character of that emi-

nent and revered patriot, produc-

ed fo profound an attention, ii-

lence, and ffillnefs in every part

of the houfe, as ferved in a great

meafure
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meafure to remedy the cccafional

defeifi:.

He obferveJ, that he had the

honour to reprefent a very exten-

five, a very populous, a very mer-

cantile, manutafluring, and a

very rich county. Thu, in fuch

a county, it could not be imagin-

ed, but that many private interelb

might be made objects of parlia-

mentary bounty or iupport, if ei-

ther the reprefented, or repreien-

tatives, like fome others, were

more attentive to fuch matters,

than to the great concerns of

the nation. He had, however, no

private petition to preient, or bill

to bring in ; although in fuch a

country as Yorkihire there could

be no lack of proper objedls of im-

provement, of new bridges, roads,

and havens, which might well de-

{exvc the conlideration of the le-

giflatare. He brought a petition,

which had fivallowed up the confi-

deration of all private objects, and
luperceded all private petitions.

A petition fubfcribed by eight

thoufand freeholders and upwards.

The people had heard, that a re-

gard to private intcrelt, in that

houfe, was a great enemy to the

difcharge of public duty. They
feel feverely the preflare of heavy
taxes, and are at the fame time
told, that the money, which they

can fo ill fpare, is walled profufely,

not only without its producing any
good, but that it is applied to the

produdtion of many bad efFctfts.

Thele things, he faid, were re-

prefented calmly, and with mode-
ration. Notning was faid of the
.condudof minifters ; it might have
been good, or it might have been
bad, for ought that appeared in

the petition. Never furely were
petitioners to parliament, upon any

great public grievance, more cool
and dilpaffionate. They confine

themielves, faid he, to one object,

the expenditure of the public mo-.-

ney. But though they made no
ftridlures on the pa(t management
of miniiters, he could not in can-
dour but acknowledge, that it was
pretty plainly hinted or implied,
that rhofe who had hitherto ma-
naged our public affairs fo badly,

as to aftbrd ground for the prefcnt

complaint, were not fitting to be
longer entruited with the manage-
ment of fuch important concerns.

He called upon the minifter to

fpeak out like a man, and to de-

clare, whether he meant to coun-
tenance and fupport the petition or

not. Such an open and manly-

declaration of his intentions would
fave them much time and trouble,

and would better become a man of
his quality and power, than any-

mean arts of minifterial juggling
and craft. He made no threats;

that petition was not prefented by
men with f^'ords and muflcets. It

was a legal, a conltitutional pe-
tition. The requelt of the peti-

tioners was fo jult and reafonable,

that they could not but exped it

would be granted; but fhould it

be refufed—there he would leave

a blank ; that blank, let the con-
fciences, let the feelings, let the

reafon of miniiters fupply. Par-
tial expedients — mock enquiries,

would not fatisfy. The univer-

fality of the fentiments on this

fubjed, he faid, was no contempt-
ible proof of their juflnefs. He
wilfied that houfe to confider from,

whom that petition comes. It was
firit moved in a meeting of fix hun-
dred gentlemen, and upwards ; ia

the hall where that petition was

conceived, tliere was more pro-

perty
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perty than within the walls of that

iioufe.—He then threw down, with

fbme vehemence, upon the table,

a lift of the gentlemen's names, and
continued — But they are not to

abandon their petition, whatever

may be its fate in this houfe ; there

is a committee appointed to cor-

refpond on the fubjeft of the peti-

tion with the committees of other

counties.—He concluded by like-

wife throwing on the table a lift

of the names of the committee.

The minifter feemed to fhew

fbme degree of vexation and re-

fen tment in his anfwer. He faid,

that the honourable gentleman

needed not to have taken fo mnch
pains to convince the houfe, that

the petition ought to be received ;

nor to have expatiated on fo obvi-

ous a truth, as that no man, or fet

of men, would dare to rejedl it.

No man in his fenfes, who fat in

that houfe, could be ignorant, that

£he right of petitioning belonged

to all Britifti fubjefts.—He had
been called upon to declare, whe-
ther he would oppofe or forward

the objeft of the petition. The
petition was now before the houfe ;

it had been read ; and it ftould

have his confent to lie on the table

for fome time, as was ufual in fuch

cafes, for the perufal of the mem-
bers. The houfe, he doubted not,

would take it into their ferious

confideration ; and after enquiring

into the fafts alledged, after exa-

mining the merits of the caufe,

they would freely and impartially

decide, according to the beft of

their judgment ; and in fuch a

manner, as to confult the good of

the petitioners, without lofing fight

of that of the country in general.

A petition properly introduced,

"would always, he hoped, in that

houfe, meet with a fair and candid
attention.

With refpefl to the threats,

which, he faid, had been broadly
hinted by the honourable gentle-

man, he hoped they could have no
influence in that houfe, nor at all

affed the minds of the judges,

whether on one way or the other.

He had been threatened with un-
known but fevere conlequences, if

he fhould fo much as delay grant-

ing the expected redrefs, until an
enquiry fhould be made into the

exifience, nature, and extent, of
the alledged grievances. Upoa
that, he mull: obferve, that the pe-
tition muft fuiFer no frnall dimi-

nution of its fuppofed value, juft-

nefs, and importance, from its be-

ing accompanied by a prohibition

of all enquiry into the validity of
the fafts on which it was pretend-

ed to be founded. At leaft fufpi-

cions were thrown out, that any
enquiry which might be under-
taken, would be with finifter and
partial views. How far that was
fair and candid, how far fuch fup-

pofitions, in a cafe of that kind,

were parliamentary, he fubmitted

to the judgment of the houfe.

—

He concluded by informing the

houfe, that they muft hot confider

his proceeding in raifing the ne-

ceiTary fupplies. as any difrefpedl

to the petition. The petition was
neither formally nor virtually ne-

gatived, although the confidera-

tion of it was not preferred to all

other bufinefs. The fupplies had

been voted, and it would be necef-

fary, without much longer delay,

to enter on the fubjedl of <ways and
means.

Mr. Fox took up the minifter's

fpeech, with that fervour, anima-

tion, energy, and feverity* with

which
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which he always aftonifhes and enforcing their petitions. It was
overpowers his hearers. He com- to thefe means the honourable

pared his prefent language, that gentleman alluded, when the no-

the confideration of" the petition ble lord would fuppofe that he
might very fitly be poflponed to threw out threats of another

that of ways and means for raif- kind. But let not, faid he, the

ing the fupplies, with, what he mild, though firm voice of li-

called the generous and magna- berty, be miftaken for the difmal

nimous admiration of miniltry, and difcordant accents of blood

when they could not find words and flaughter. The evil which
fufficiently to applaud the fpirited the honourable gentleman pre-

conduft of the armed aflbciations fages, if this or other petitions

in Ireland, who refufed to grant are fpurned with contempt and
fupplies for more than one half infolence, is of another, though
year, until their grievances (hould not of a lefs formidable nature,

be redrefied, and the prayer of The people will lofe all confi-

their petition for a free trade dencc in their reprefentatives, all

fhould be granted. He afked if reverence for parliament. The
there was one law for the afTocia- confequences of fuch a fituation

tions in Ireland, and another for need not be pointed out : but let

thofe of England? No! there not the contemplation of necelTary

could not. The noble lord was effedls be confidered as a denun-
a man of accuracy and confiften- ciation of vengance.

cy. He mull therefore mean. He could not imagine, he faid»

whatever may have fallen from that any objeflion could polTibly

him in the heat and hurry of de- be made to the petition. But
bate, that the afTociations in fome perhaps might fay, *' are
England, in imitation of thofe in we fmners above all that went
Ireland, ought to grant no fup- before us, like thofe on whom the
plies, until their petition find a Tower of Siloam fell ? " Are we
proper refpedl ; until its prayer more corrupt than other parlia-

be fully granted. ments, who were never peftered

After indulging this vein of with petitions of this kind ? No,
irony, he faid, that he was at a faid he, I don't fuppofe you are

;

lo(s to conjedlure the threats, but though former parliaments
which the noble lord faid had were as bad as you, and yovx

been hinted by the honourable know the feverity of that compa-
gentleman ; thereby intending to rifon, yet the people did not
fix a Itigraa on the prefent and on know it. Now they icd it ; they
other petitions. The people are feel the preflure of taxes j and
not in arms, they do not menace they beg you would not lay your
civil war. The nature of our hand fo heavily upon them, but
conlbtution, (and it is undoubt- be as ceconomical as polTible in the

}y one of its higheft perfcflions) expenditure of their money. Let
has happily endued them with o- the minillers grant the requefts of
ther powers of redrefs befides the people, and the whole glory
arms. They have legal, conlH- of fo popular a compliance will
tutional, and peaceable means of be entirely theirs. Like charity,

it
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It will co\'^r the multitude of their

paft fins. Ireland has given them
a foretafte of what they may ex-

peft. Their praifes have been
founded in loud ftrains there, for

granting, what that people had
made good for themfelves by their

own mufkets.—He would put the

controverfy, he faid, between the

jniniftry and his fide of the houfe

to the fame iffue, on v.hich the

wifeft of kings and of men reft-

ed the determination of the dif-

pute between the two women,
each of whom claimed the Irt'ing,

and di favowed the dead child.

We fay to miniftry, you mifapply

the public money ; nay, you do
worfe, you apply it to bad pur-

poies : — Miniftry, fay to us,

you want our places ; and thus

the charge of corruption is given

and retorted. But the time is

r.ow come to put the fincerity of

both to the tell, and to know,
whofe child corruption really is :

we challenge minifters to the tri-

al ; we call upon them publickly,

and ftrenuoufly urge them, to fa-

crifice that difclaimed, but evi-

dently dear and favoured child.

If they refufe to abide by- this

teft, no doubt can remain as to

the parentage.

There was little debate at the

times of prefenting the other pe-

titions, which follovved this lead-

ing petition very faft.

in two days after a petition

from the principal merchants,

planters, and others, interefted

in the ifland of Jamacia, was pre-

fented to the houfe. In a ftrong

and unufually vehement flyle of
complaint, they ftate the negleft

of protection to that ifland, and
the imminent dangers therefrom

aiifmg. At the fame time that
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they reprefent, that the tempo-
rary fafety which it had hitherto

enjoyed, proceeded merely from

the diredlion of the enemy's force

to other objedls, and not to any
intrinfic means of defence provid-

ed by his majefty's minilters, they

freely declare their opinion, that

the fafety of fuch a pofleflion

ought not to have been commit-
ted to chance. They farther re-

prefent, that the ifland of Jama-
ica is not inferior in value to any
of the dependencies of Great
Britain ; that a great part even
of what appears to be the interior

vvealtli of Great Britain itfelf, is,

in reality, the wealth of Jamaica,

which is fo intimately interv.oven.

with the internal intereft of this

kingdom, that it is not eafy to

diftinguifh them ; that a great

part of the trade and navigation,

a large proportion of the revenue,

and very much of the mercantile

and the national -credit, and of

the value of the landed intereft,

depend immediately on its pre-

fervation ; that its defence is

therefore an objeft as important

to Great Britain, as any part of

Great Britain itfelf ; and that it

is an cbjefl to be provided for

with ftill greater care and fore-

fight, becaufe its natural means
of home defence are infinitely lefs

confiderable.

The petitioners declare, that,

confcious of their invariable loy-

alty to the crown, and their un-

bounded attachment to the prof-

perity of the v/hole empire, they

are not able to conjedture for what

offence, real or pretended, they

have fo long been put under this

profcription ; if they had been

adlive by faftious clamours, or

delufive reprefcntations, by con-

cealino-
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cealing true, or fuggefting falf6

information, in betraying their

fovereign and their country into

war, they might have the lei's

reafon to complain of the neg-.

lecl by which they have fuftered

ib many dillreffes, and have been

expofed to (o many dangers ; but

it was in the recolledion, they

faid, of the houie, that, at an

early period of the prefent un-

happy troubles, the body of the

Well India planters and merch-

ants did humbly ilate their ap-

prehenfions to parliament, and
deprecated the unhappy meafures

which were then taken ; it was
the misfortune of the public, as

well as theirs, that no attentioa

was then paid to their humble
prayers, and that their moft du-
tiful reprefentations were totally

negledled.

They proceed to ftate a num-
ber of fafts and arguments to

ihew, that they did not dei'erve to

be thus abandoned, through any
failure on their fide, in not hav-
ing purchafed for a valuable con-

fideration the protedion of the

ilate. On that ground they ob-
ferve, that befides their trade

being almofi; wholly confined to

the mother country, and the ge-
neral refidence of both planters

and merchants there, and the

produce of their ellates being as

largely taxed in Great liiitain to

the common fupport as that of
any others, they endured other
great and heavy .burthens, pecu-
liar only to themfelves. The af-

fcmbly of Jamaica had, beyond
any former example of liberality,

and tar beyond their abilities,

laid dellrudive impoiltions on
their cllaces and property within
the iiland j vait, burthcnibme, and

even ruinous perfonal fervices,

were chearfuUy given ; and tlius,

under the double weight of taxes
and impofitiona in England and
in Jamacia ; u;.der heavy perfo,
nal fervice in the latter ; and
under all the fatal, though not
unforefeen confequences, of the
feparation from North America;
they had bee.i farther induced, oa
fuggellicns from friends of go-
vernment, to refort in their indi-

vidual characters to their almoft
exhaulled purles, and had adual-
ly made a large private fubfcrip-

tion for their own defence. They
appeal to a number of fads an3
dates, to Ibcvv their repeated ap-
plications and ineiteftual remon-
itrances, down from the yeay

1773, to . government ; and ag-
gravate the negledl or refufal of
defence, by the declaration of
the fecretary at war, that Ri$

majefty then commanded
. more

numerous forces by fea and' land,
than the moft formidable monarch
of the world had under his ori
ders, when his power alarmed all

Europe ; they feel, that they are
amongll thofe who are taxed for

the maintenahce of an army of
upwards of 70,000 men in North
America ; and they prefume,
that the fuppreffion of no rebel-

lion whatever can be a more
near and urgent concern of any
government, than the proteftion

of its loyal and ufcful fubjecls.

They conclude, by claiming pro-
tedion as their undoubted right

;

and declare, that they look back
with horror at thofe dangers,

from which, by the iole difpenfa-

tion of the divine providence,

they have efcaped, whilft fundry

of their fellow-fubjetfls are now
obliged to prollrate themfelves at

the
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the foot of the throne of the defcription of planters or merch-

French king, and to implore the ants, were either men of no name
mercy of that monarch, inftead any where, or were poffefTed of

of the proteftion of their natural no property of any confequence

fovereign. in the ifland of Jamaica. After

This long petition, which flat- a ftrange fort of a loofe ftraggling

ed facts with fo little manage- debate, interrupted by fome un-

ment, was fubfcribed by 75 of ufual noifc and clamour, it was

the principal planters, merchants, at length agreed, that the petition

or others, who were immediately fhould lie upon the table,

interefted in the illand of Jamaica. It was on the fame p , ,
^

It was prefented by Mr. Pennant, day, that Mr. Burke, •^^°* ^^^"•

who in his introduftory fpeech, purfuant to the notice which he

among a number of pointed had given before the recefs, pre-

charges, of negleft, fupinencfs, fented his plan " For the better

er indifference, en the fide of the fecurity of the independence of

miniftry, diredly charged the no- parliament, and the ceconomical

ble lord at the head of affairs reformation of the civil and other

with paying fo little attention to eftablilhments." As the celebra-

the reprefentatioRS of its danger ted fpeech with which he in-

made by the governor and coun- troduced and fupported his plan

cil of that invaluable ifland, that has been publiflied by authority,

he had openly confeffed in that has gone through feveral editions,

houfe that he had never read them, and muft have been feen by moil

A declaration, he fald, for which of our readers, we ftali only

the noble lord deferved to be im- touch upon thofe leading fea-

peached. tures, or outlines of the fubjeft.

Both the minifter, and the no- from which fome general but

ble lord at the head of the Ame- comprehenfive ideas of its defign

rican department, took fome part and objefts may be formed.

in the fubfequent debate ; but as He iaid^ down the following

the matter v/as more fully enter- general principles, as containing

ed into, on Lord Rockingham's thofe fundamental rules, by which

motion, upon the fame fubjefl, he was determined to raife his

in the Houfe of Lords, we fhall fuperlhudure of reform,

defer our recital to that occa- That all jurifdidions which

fion. A fort of a proteft, againft furniih more matter of expence,

the petition, iigned by about 40 more temptation to oppreffion, or

names, afforded room for fome more means and inftruments of

farcafm, and even ridicule, in corrupt influence, than advan-

both houfes. It was obferved on tage to juftice, or political ad-

that fubjett, that the favourite miniftration, ought to be abo-

contraftor, and the keeper of the liflied.

convidls, on board the hulks at That all public eftates which

Woolwich, were the principals are more fubfervient to the pur-

in that production ; and that the poies of vexing, overawing, and

generality of the other fubfcri- influencing, thofe who hold un-

bers, inftead of coming under the der thera, suid to the expence of

percep-
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perception and management, than

of benefit to the revenue, ought,

upon every principle, both of re-

venue, and of freedom, to be

difpofed of.

That all offices which bring

more charge than proportional

advantage to the Hate ; that all

offices which may be ingrafted on

others, uniting and fimplifying

their duties, ought, in the firfl

cafe, to be taken away ; and in

the fecond to be coiifolida-

ted.

That all fuch offices oaght to

be aboliflied, as obftruct the prof-

peft of the general fuperinten-

dant of finance ; which dciiroy

his fuperintendency ; v/hich dif-

able him from foreieeing and pro-

viding for charges as they may
occur ; from preventing expence

in its origin, checking it in its

progrefs, or fccuring its applica-

tion to its proper purpoles. A
iminilter urtder whom expences can
be made without his knowledge,
can never fay what it is that he

can fpend, or what it is that he
can favc.

That it is proper to eftablifh an
invariable order in all payments ;

which will prevent partiality

;

which will give preference to fer-

vices, not According to the im-
portunity of the demandant, but

the rank and order of their uti-

lity or tneir jullice.

That it is right to reduce every
ellablilhmenc, and every part of
an ellabUihment (as nearly as

poffibic) to certainty, the life of
M^ order and good management.

And laitly, that all fubordinate
treafuries, as the nurleries - of
mifnianagement, and, as natu-
rally drawing to thcmfelves as

much money as they can, keep-

ing it as long as they can, and
accounting for it as late as they
can, ought to be difTolved. They
have a tendency to perplex and
dilh-adt^ the public accounts, and
to excite a fufpicion of govern-
ment, even beyond the extent df
their abufe.

To thcfe principles or rules of
internal government and finance,
we fhall add, as a farther illuftra-

tion of the fubjeft, and for the
better comprehending the nature
of this fcheme of reform, the
ftatement of its end and objed,
and of the limits which the au-
thor affigned to himfelf, as drawu
from Mr. Burke's introdudory
fpecch previous to the recefs. '

He intended, he faid, a regu-
lation, fubilantial as far a.s it

went. It would give to the pub-
lic fervice two hundred thou-
fand pounds a year. It would
cut off a quantity of influence
equal to the places of fifty mem-
bers of parliament. He relied

more on a plan for removing the
means of corruption, than upon
any devices which might be ufed
to prevent its operation, where
thefe means were fuffered to ex-
ift. Take away, faid he, the
means of influence, and you ren-
der difqualifications unneceffary.

Leave tliem, and no difqualifica-

tion can ever wholly prevent
their operation on parliament.—
His plan, he obferved, flood ia
the way of no other reformation :

but, on the contrary, it tended
exceedingly to forward all ration-
al attempts towards that great end.
It certainly could not make a care-
lels miniiter an ceconomiil. But the

beft minifter would find the ufe of
it; and it v.ould be no fmall check
on the worft. For its main pur-

pole
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pofe was to corredl the prefent

prodigal conftitution of the civil

executive government of this

kingdom ; and unlefs that was
done, he was fatished no minif-

ter whatever could poffibly intro-

duce the bell (Economy into the

adminillration of it.

With refpeft to his affigned li-

mits ; the firft, he faid, we
found in the rules cf juftice. And
therefore, he did not propofe to

touch what any private man held

by a legal tenure.—The fecond

limit was in the rules of equity

and mercy. Where oiEces might

be fuppreffedj which formedi the

whole n:\aintenance of innocent

people, it would be hard, faid

Jae, " and hardlliip is a kind of
*' injuftice, that they who were
*' decoyed into particular fitua-

«« tions of life, by our fault,

«f Ihould be made the facrifice of

/« our penitence. I do not mean
.«« to ftarve fuch people, becaufe

*' we have been prodigal in our
«« eftabliftiments." The remo-

vals, he faid, would fall almoil

wholly on thole who held offices

by a tenure, in which they were

liable to be, and frequently were,

removed merely for accommoda-

ing the arrangements of admi-

niftration ; and fu rely ' the ac-

commodation of the public, in a

great cafe like the prefent, was

full as material a caufe for their

removal, as the convenience of

any adminiftratlon, or the dif-

pleafure of any minifter.

The third fort of limits, he faid,

were to be found in the fervice of

. the ftate. No one emplcymentj

xeally and fubflantially ufeful to

the public, and which might

not very well be otherwife fup-

. plied, was to be retrenched, or

to be diminiflied in its lawful and

cuftomary emoluments. To cut

off Xuch fervice, or fuch reward,

was what he conceived neither

politic nor rational in any fenfe.

—The fourth of his limits was,

that the fund for the reward of
fervice or merit was to be left

of fufficient folidity for its pro-

bable purpofes.— And the laft,

that the crown ihould be left an
ample and liberal provilion for

perfonal fatisfaftion ; and for as

much of magnificence, as was
fuitable with the burthened ftate

of this country.

He had before obferved, that

the whole of our grievances were
owing to the fatal and overgrown
influence of the crown ; and that

-influence itfelf to our enormous
prodigality. That they moved
in a circle ; they became recipro-

cally caufe and effeft ; and the

aggregate produft of both was
fwelled to fuch a degree, that not

only our power as a ftate, but

every vital energy, every adtive

principal of our liberty, would
be overlaid by it. He knew that

influence was thought neceflary

for government. Pofllbly," in

fome degree it might. But he

declared that it was for the fake

of government, for the fake of

reftorihg to it that reverence,

which was its foundation, that he

wifhed to reftrain the exorbitance

of its influence. Is not every

one fenfible how much that in-

fluence is raifed ? Is not every

one fenflble how much autho-

rity is funk ? The reafon,

he faid, was perfedtly evident.

Government ought to have fuf-

ficient force for its fun£lions ;

but it ought to have no more. It

ought not to have force enough

to fupport itfelf in the negled't,

or in the abufe of them. J( it

has.
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)ws, they muft be, as they are,

abufed and negleded. Men will

throw themfeives on their power
for a juftification of their want of

order, vigilance, forefight, and

all the virtues, and all the quali-

fications of a flateiniau. The
miniiler may exift, bat the govern-

ment is gone.

As the whole of this compre-
henfive fchenie of reform, was in-

cluded in the five bills which were
propofed by its author, a recital

of their titles will afford fbme
general idea of the principal ob-

jefts to which it vvas directed.

—

The firit was entitled " A bill,

*' for the better regulation of
" his majefly's civil eftablifh-
*' ments, and of certain public
'

' ofnces ; for the limitation of
*' penlions, and the fupprellion
" of iundry ufelefs, c.vpenfive,

" and inconvenient places ; and
*' for applying the monies faved
" thereby to the public fervlce."

The lecond, " A bill for the
*' fale of the foreft and other
*' crown lands, rents, and here-
*' ditameuts, with certain excep-
*' tions ; and for applying the
*' produce thereof to the public
*' fervice ; and for fecnring, af-
*' cenaiuing, and fatisfyir.g, te-

" nant-rights, and common and
** other rights."

Third, " A bill for the more
" perfe<5tly uniting to the crown
" the principality of Wales, and
" the county palatine of Cheiler,
*•' and for the more commodious
" adminillration of jullice within
*' the fame ; as alfo, for abo-
-" lilhing certain offices now ap-
*' pert.iining thereto ; for qiiiet-
••' ing dormant claims, afcercain-
*' ing and fecuring tenant-rights,
" and for the fale "of foreft Undi,

Vor.. XXIII.

" and other lands, tenements,
" and hereditaments, held by his
" majefty in right of the faid
*' principality, or county pala-
" tine of Cheflcr, and for ap-
" Paying the produce thereof to
" the public fervice."

Fourth, " A bill for uniting to

" the crown the iluchy and ccun-
" ty palatine of Lancafler ; for

" the fuppreflion of unnecefTary
" ofnces, now belonging thereto;
" for the afcertainment and fccu-

" rity of tenant and other rights ;

" and for the fale of all rents,

" lands, tenements, heredita-
*' ments, and forefts, within the

" faid duchy and county palatine,

" or cither of them ; and for

" applying the produce thereof
" to the public fervice."

And fifthly, " A bill for unit-

" ing the duchy of Cornwall to

" the crown ; for the fuppreflion

" of certain unnecefTary ofiices

" now belonging thereto ; for

*• the afcertainment and fecurity

** of tenant and other rights ;

" arid for the fale of certain

" rents, lands, and tenenrents,

" within or belonging to the faid

" duchy ; and for applying the

" pioJiice thereof to the public
" fervice."

On this fubjeif!:, befides dif-

playing the moii intimate and
comprehenfive knowledge of the

origin, hifWy, nature, govern-

ment, and illate of thofe various

jurifdiflions, as well as of their

refpedive eflablifhments, and of

the numerous intercfls which were

aficcled by or connedled witli

them, (for all of which he pro-

pofed to provide, either equita.

ble and liberal compe;ifations, or

perfeft indemnification and reme-

dy,') his fertile genius drew fuch
' [G] materials
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materials from ground which feem-

ed iuliiciently barren, as enabled

him to combine the beauties of

defcriptive poetry, with the clear-

eft ftatement of fadts, and with all

the powers cf argument.

He commenced his reform with

the royal houfehold ; an ellabliih-

ment which he confidered as ex-

ceedingly abufive in its conftitu-

tjon. He Ihewed that it was

formed upon manners and cuHoms,

which had long fince expired

;

and in many refpedls upon feudal

principles. He ftated that man-
ners and modes of living had, to-

tally changed ; that royalty it-

felf, as well as private men, was

obliged to give way to the pre-

valence of that change; but with

this very material difference, that

private men had got rid of their

antient eftablifl=iments along with

the rsafons of them ; whereas the

royal houfehold has loft all that

was ftately and venerable in the

antique manners, without re-

trenching any thing of the cum-
brous charge of a gothic eftablifh-

ment. But when the reafcn of

old eftablifhments was gone, it

was abfurd to prefcrve nothing

but the burthen cf them. He
treated feveral parts cf this fub-

je£i with infinite humour ; and by
throv/ing them into various Hiades

of ridicule, increafed the di/play

of their abfardity.

His fcbeme of redudion went
in the whple to the following parts

—To the treafurer, the comp-
troller, and the cofrerer of the

houfehold ; the treafurer of the

chamber, the mafter of the houfe-

hold ; the v.'liole board of ^green-

cloth, and a vaft number cf fubor-

dinate offices in the department of

the fkv/ard of the houfehold ; to

the whole eftablifhment of the

great wardrobe, the removing
wardrobe, the jewel office, the

robes ; the board of works ; and
took away almoft the whole charge

of the civil branch of the board of
ordnance. All thefe arrange-

ments taken together, he faid,

would be found to relieve the na-
tion from a vaft weight of in-

fluence ; and that fo far from dif-

treffing, that it would rather for-

ward every public fervice.

His plan likewife extended to

the deftruftion of fubordinate

treafuries, and of courfe to the

two treafuries, or pay-offices, of
the army and navy. He propof-

ed, that thefe offices fhould be
no longer l^aiih or treafuries ; but

mere cj^ces of admimflration ; and
that all money which was for-

merly impreftcd to them, Ihould

in future be imprefted to the bank
of England. He would likewife

have the bufmefs of the mint, ex-

cepting what related to it as a
manufaftory, transferred to that

great corporation. The plan

went to the total removal of the

fubordinate treafury, and office,

of the paymafter of the penfions ;

the payments being in future to

be made by the exchequer ; the

great patent offices of the exche-

quer to be reduced to fixed fala-

ries, as the prefent lives and re-

vcrfions fhould fucceifively fail

;

the feveral places of keepers of

the flag hounds, buck hounds,

fox hounds, and harriers, to be

totally aboliflied. H«: alfo pro-

pofed to reform the new office of

third fecretary of ftate commonly
called fecretary of ftate for the co-

lonies ; the fabrication of v/hich,

like that of all other late arrange-

ments, he confidered merely as a

job.
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job, the two antient fecretarles

being fuppofed now, as hereto-

fore, fully competent to the whole

of the public bminefs. He coa-

cluded his plan of redin^ion by
propofing the total annihilation of

the board of trade, as an office

totally ufelefs, anfwering none of

its avowed or fuppofed purpofes,

and ferving merely to provide

eight members for parliament,

and thereby to retain their fer-

vices. We Ih.ould alfo obferve,

that he propofcd a limitation of

penfions to 60,coo I. a year; but

he did not propofe jo take away
any man's prefent penfion, and
thought it more prudent in that

refpett not to adhere to the letter

of the petitions.

To this plan of redafllon he
fubjoined a plan of arrangement.

This he profeffed to be his fa-

vourite part of the fcheme, as he
conceived it would effeflually pre-

vent all prodigality in the civil

lift in future. He propofed to

eftablilli a fixed and invariable or-

der in all payments, from which
the firil lord of the treafury Ihould

not be permitted upon any pre-
tence whatever to deviate. For
this purpofe, he divided the ci-

vil lilt paymeiits into nine clafles,

putting each clafs forward accord-

ing to the importance or jullice

of the demand, or to the inabi-

lity of the perfons intitled to en-
force their preter.fiotis. In the.

firil of ihefe clafles were placed
the judges ; the minillcr9 to fo-

reign courts in the lecond ; trad?f-

mcn, who fuppUed the crown, in

fhc third ; dom;ftic fervants of
the king, and all perfons in effi-

cient ofiices, whofe falaries did not
exceed 200 1. a year, in the fourth ;

the pcn.ions and allowinces of thcr

royal family, comprehending of

courfe the queen, together with
the ftated allowance of the privy
purfe, compofed the fifth cJal's.

The fixth took in thofe efiicient

offices of duty, whofe falaries

might exceed two hundred pounds
a year ; the whole penfion lift was
included in the feventh ; the offi-

ces of honour about the king in

the eighth j and in the ninth, the

falaries and penfions of the firft

lord of the trealury himfelf, the

chanc^lor of the exchequer, and
the other commiffioners of that

department. To thefe arrange-

ments were added fome regula-

tions, which would for ever have
prevented any civil lift debt from
again coming on the public.

No fmall ufe was made in this

fpeech of the ceconomical reform,

which Mr. Necktr had intro-

duced in the French finances,

and the great efFefts which it

had already produced, both as an
example and ground of argu-

ment, for adopting Mr. Burke's

fyftem.

Such was the nature and defiga

of this celebrated plan of reform,

which took up the largeft part

of this very long fefiion. During
a long fpeech of more than three

h^ars, every fide of the Houfe
fhcwed equal ma:ks of tlie molt

profound attention. Men of all

parties, however many of them
might afterwards oppofe, or dif-

approve of Mr. Burke's fyftem,

could not for the prefent refrain

from beftowing their applaufc.

Nor were his opponents in par-

liament by any means backward
in declaring their adrriiration, of

that amazing fund of knowledge,

with refpe*^ to every fubjecl of

conilitutional right, of foreign po-

licy, of domelbc or color.i.d go-

vernment, and of relative or ge-
' [G] z ncral
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General commercial interefls, of
^hich that gentleman had upon
he prefent as well as former occa-

iions, given fuch eminent proofs.

The minifler felt that the iloufe

was much ftruck and aifedted

with what they had heard. He
knew that the public loudly called

for feme plan of reform ; and one
now appeared, which it would be

highly dai.gerous to try the ex-

periment of rejecting on the firfl

propofal. He therefore agreed to

admit the queftion on the firft

motion. He, who is ufually can-

did and liberal in his manner of
treating his adverfarles ; and be-

ing a man of great abilities and
eloquence, feems pleafed with ta-

lents, even when they prefs hard
rpon himfelf ; now paffed the

Mgheft encomiums on the author

of the plan. • He likewife alTured

the Houfe, that no member in it

was more zealouj for the ella-

blilhment of a permanent fyftem

ef ceconomy than he was him-
felf. But, that befides the fub-

jeds of the prefent being (o nu-

merous and various as to require

fome time for comprehenfion, forae

of them likewife afFeded the

king's patrimonial income, on
which account, he thought the

permiffion of the crown fhould be
firlt obtained before they proceed-

ed on them. On this ground he
propofed to poftpone the three

bills which related to the crown
lands, and to the uniting the

principality of Wales, the county
palatine of Chefter, with the

duchy and county palatine of
Lancaller, to the crown. Al-
though this diltindion was llrong-

ly controverted ; yet, when it

was infilled on as a point of de-

corum only, it was agreed to

poUpone the bills to a future da;

In three days alter, they were,

however, brought in without op-

pofition. The laft bill, for unit-

ing the duchy of Cornwall to the

crown, was obje£ted to by the fur-

veyor general of the duchy, on

account of the minority of the

Prince of Wales, whofe rights

were concerned. Although the

minifter was totally filent on the

fubjed, and that Mr. Burke
llrongly contended againft the

principle of the objection, he,

however, at length, confented to

withdraw that motion for the pre-

fent. Thus the queftion for

bringing iri the bills, paffed for

that time without any difficulty.

We have feen before the recefs,

that on the lofs of the Earl of

Shelburne's iirft motion, he de-

ferred his fecond, (which he,

liowever, left during the interme-

diate time for confideration) to the

8 th of February, for which day

the lords were then fummoned.
There was accordingly an ex-

ceeding full Houfe on the ap-

pointed day, and the noble earl

opened the bufmefs with a mo-
tion to the following purport.

I'hat a comm.ittee be appoint-

ed, conlifting of members of both

Houfes, pofTefling neither em-
ployment nor penfion, to examine

without delay into the public ex-

penditure and the mode of ac-

counting for the fame ; more par-

ticularly into the manner of mak-
ing all contracts ; and at the fame

time to take into confideration,

what faving can be made, con-

fiftent with public dignity, juf-

tlce and gi-atitude, by an aboli-

tion of eld and new created offices,

the duties of which have either

ceafed, or ih?.ll on enquiry prove

inade-
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inadequate to the fees, or c. ..

ejnolu;nent3 arifing therefrom ; or

by the reJu'ftion of fuch falaries,

or other allowances and profits as

naay appear to be unreaibnable ;

that the fame may be applied to

lefTen the prefeat ruinous expendi-

ture, and to enable us to carry

on the prefent war a^ainft the

Houfe of Bourbon, with that de-

cifion and vigour, which can alone

refulc from national zeal, confi-

dence, and unanimity.

The noble earl took a wide

fcope both as to argument and

matter, in the fupport of his mo-
tion ; difplaying mjch and va-

rious information, and giving

proofs Of the indiiftry ^s well as

ability for which he is diftinguifli-

ed. The great point, he faid, to

which all his widies tended, and-

to elFecl which his motion was

chiefly framed, was to annihilate

the undue influence, operating

upon both houfes of parliament,

and to eftablifh a conftitutional

power, inftead of an unconlUtu-

tional influence. The latter was

the curfe and bane, and would,

if not timely eradicated, prove

the deftruction of this country
;

the former, whether defcribed un-

der the name of prerogative, or

patronage, or the natural in-

fluence of the crown, grew out of
the nature of the conititution, and
was accordingly congenial to it.

That folid, natural, conilitution-

al power, which, in this limited

government, formed an eflcntial

p irt ot the inherent rights and
appendages of royalty, aftbrded a

neccflary poize in the ballance of
the conlUtution, which fecured
the independency of the crown,
from being weighed down by the

two other brancht's of the Icgifla-

[lOI

- !
- The fove.'-eign was indeed

endowed wicii great and high pre-

rogatives, and an exierifive na-
tural incerelt ; but iheie were
very properly placed ia his hands,

not only to afford due weight to

government, but to enable hinx

to reward and to fiX tiie attach-

ment, fidelity, zeal, and to call

out tiie active fervices, of thofe

perfons, who were appointed to

difcharge the Several tunftions of
the iiate. The proper application

of thefe powers, afforded the high-

ell incentives to fidelity, to the

utmolt exertion of every faculty

for the advancement of the public

interelts, and to the moll gallant

and ncble military fervices.

But a fntal fyflem, he faid, of
undue influence, no lefs perni-

cious to the crown, than ruinous

to the nation, had moll unhap-

pily, in this reign, been adopted,

and fubfl:ituted in the place of

that wholefome and conilitutional

power. On this head he expa-

tiated long and with great feve-

rity. He faid that in conftquence

of that fyftem, every thing (which

could excite a generous emula-

tion in public virtue and fervice,

was funic and lofl: in the gulph

of influence. The gallant veteran,

the man of high honour and in-

flexible integjity, was not only

fure of being laid by and neg-

lected, but thought himfelf hap-

py, if he did not experience re-

peated mortifications and infults,

and could even preferve his cha-

racter and honour inviolate, from

thofe atrocious attempts to which

both were liable. On the other

hand, the unworthy, the fervile,

the bafe, and the incapable, were

thofe only who rejoiced and

triumphed
J it was their fummer

[G'J 3
and
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and feafon of joy ; the means

which led to their preferment and

favour, being periedly congenial

to the ba^enefs of their own na-

ture, redoubled their enjoyment ;

whllft the internal convittion, that

they could not have arrived at

thefe diftinflions under any other

pofTible fyftem of government, af-

forded a new zeft to the relilh of

their fxtuation.

To annihilate this influence,

and to reltore to the crown its con-

llitutional power, he declared,

were the objefts he had in view,

and whofe attainment formed his

nicfl earned wifii. But as long

as a heedlefs prodigal miniftcr,

was allowed to difpofe annually,

without check, control, account,

or reftramt, oF twenty millions of

the public money, (which was

about the rate of our prefent ex-

penditure) every hope, every at-

tempt of that fort, would be fu-

til'-' and ridiculous.

He took a wide circuit through

the mcafures and motives that

led to the condud and the con-

fequences of the American war,

in order thereby to trace and de-

velope, in all its ftages, that in-

fluence, .and its unhafpy effefts,

whiifh he fo flrong'y charged and

condemned. In this courfe, he

ftated a number of deception's and

impofitions, by which, he faid,

minillers had led parliament and

the nation, ftep by ilep, into that

ruinous conteli, until they were

fo far involved that there was not

a pofiibility of retreating. He
likewife entered into a long, and

ably-condufted detail, relative to

the ftate, amount, and mode of

contracting of our public debts,

the hig^Ii rate of intereft at w'hich

we w^re compelled to borrow, a;id

the (liameful vvafte of money
which, he endeavoured to ihew,

prevailed in every part of the ex-

penditure.

He fupported his motion on the

ground of precedent by (hewing,

that commiflions of accounts had

almoft been regularly paffed, from

the fecond year after the revolu-

tion, through the reign of King
William and Queen Anne, and
the firft year of George the Firft,

from which time they were dif-

continued. And, that although

all thefe afts did not anfwer every

thing which might have been ex-

peded from them, they were,

however, the caufe of deteding

and reforming many flagrant

abufes, which had crept into the

expenditure of the public money ;

the recalling of improper grants

made by the crown ; the difcover-

ing of feveral notorious frauds ;

and of bringing home corruption^

particularly in the reign of King
William, to feveral members of

the other houfe.

The !^arl of Coventry feconded

the motion, and gave ftveral,

ftriking inftances from his own
knowledge of the dillrelTes of the

people, the fall of rents, the ex-

traordinary decreafe in the value

of land, and the failure of farm-

ers, even upon old tenures. He
concluded, that one ray of hope

broke in to chear us, in the midft

of our public calamities, which

was, that a great majority of the

nation, and of men of every party

and defcription, feenied to be of

opinion, that nothing Icfs than a

general reform could fave this

country ; a change of minifliv,

and an ceconomical expend!;

of the public money, was the

neral cry ; and he trufled, thai
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the people were fincere, firm, and

true to themfelves, ilie falvation

of this country might yet be ef-

leacd.

I'he lords in adminiftration, or

office, oppofed the motion more
particularly upon the two follow-

ing grounds, hich afforded ob-

jeiStions to it, tiiey contend-d, that

were totally infurm untable. The
firll was the impropriety, and
even the incompetency, of one
houie of parliament to- come to

any refolution, which went even-

tually to bind and conclude the

}
proceedings of the other. That
louic had no more power or au-

thority over the other, than the

other had over that. It would
therefore be in the higheft degree

abfurd and nugatory, to refolve

or vote a matter, which when re-

folved or voted, could carry no
efficacy whatever without their

own walls.—The other ftrong

ground of obje<tlion was, the im-
propriety of the interference of
that houfe, and indeed its total

incompetency, with refpecb to the"

inftitating in the firll inftance of
any enquiry, or the attempting to

extrcife any power of control or
retbrm, in relation to the public

expenditure. That was a bufuieCs

folely appertaining to the other

houle. it was an exclufive in-

herent privilege, which they ne-
ver would part: with upon any ac-

count, dire^lly or indi redly ; nei-

ther by compofition, compromife,
or ccD-.prtdt. The care and ma-
nagement of the public purfe, and

.the confequcnt controul of the

public expenditure, had for a long
Series of yckrs, and even of ages,
been in the exclufive poflclTion of
the commons. Both houfes had
their peculiar rights aud privi-

leges. Time, ufage, and acquief-

cence, had given the lords an ex-
cljafive power in matters of judi-
cature ; the claim of originating
money bills, by the other houfe,
had the fame authority to fupport
it. If the lords controverted tlieir

rights in public matters, the con\-

mons would, probably, difpute in

turn the power of judicature in

the lafl: refort exercifed by the

peers.

They obferved, that contcfts be-
tween both houfes ought, at all

times and on all occafions, to be
carefully provided againll and pre-

vented ; but much more fo in fea-

fons of great difficulty, fuch as

the prefent confefledly was, when
harmony and jnutual confidence

were become indifpenfibly necef-

fary to the carrying on of public

bufinefs, and to the fafety of the

ftate. That fuch difputes had
arifen in the beginning of Queen
Anne's reign, which produced
great heats and difagreemcnts

within doors, and much dilfatis-

fadion and difcontent without

;

inlomuch that the queen found
herfelf under a neceflity of dif-

folving her parliament, in order

to prevent matters from being

carried to extremity.

They reprefented the account-

ant bills which had been palled in

the reigns of William and Anne,
as originating merely in, and be-

ing fupported only by fadion.

Iniifted, that they were found to

aniwer no good pi^rpofe whatever ;

and to have proved nugatory as

to the attainment of any fubllan-

tial or defirable objeil. And tiiat

accordingly, foon after the acccf-

lion of the houfe of Hanover,

when that illullrious family came to

be firmly ellablilhcd on the throne ;

iC] 4 when
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when /fafl ion, tumult and fcdition

were cruiatd ; and the continual

fluiStuatioa of councils whiv.U per-

plexed and diltraded the two [ le-

ceding reigns, had given way to

fteadinefs and liability ; an end
was then defcrvedly and wilely

put, to the continuance or renew-

al of that, at lealt, inejteotive

law, which it had for fome time

been the fafhion to paf:' annually,

for examining, controlliiig-, and
Hating the f^blic accounts of the

kingdom.
A great law lord, higlily emi-

nent tor his acutenefs, learning,

and ability, ftrongly contended,

that the propofed or intended re-

formation implied in the motion,

fo far as it related to contrafts,

and the improper expenditure of

the public money, was wholly un-

necelfary, , as the powers already

in being, were fully competent

to the attainment of redrefs, with-

out any new ones being created

for that purpofe. In fuppprt of

this affertion he cited a cafe with-

in his own knowledge, wliich hap-

pened many years fince, when he

was attorney-general, at which

time he profecuted a governor to

conviflion, who had been guilty

of fome fraud with refpedl to the

cloathing of a regiment. What-
ever bargain or contrail:, he faid,

was made with government, the

law fuppofed it to be a bona fide

tranfaftion, and that the crown
had full value, and an equitable

equivalent ; and the law, in every

fuch tranfaftion, gave a power of

redrefs, either by punifliing the

perfon who Ihoald be deteded in

defrauding the public, or by al.

lowing the contractor only fuch a

fum, as his iervices or his com-
modity defer ved. — He farther

ftated, that the minifter, and eve-

ry other penon adting under the

crown, were already, in fad, as

reiponfible for the expenditure of

every part of the public money
which pafled through their hands,

as it was poflible for the law to

render tht-m. They were amena-
ble both to the crow n and pariia-

m.eni ; to the firft in. his majclly's

courts of law, and to the latter,

in their inquifitorial capacity.

Nothing excit'jd fo much in-

dignation on th-.t fide, as that

paliagc in the motion, which ren-

dered the lords in office, and all

thofe who enjoyed any emolu-

ment or penfion under the crown,

incapable of being members of the

propofed committee. But it was

more particularly refented, and

that with no common degree of

warmth, by a noble earl la|;ely

come into adminiftration. Ha
declared it was a libel on the

whole body of the peerage, as ic

fuppofed, that fuch of their lord-

.fhips as enjoyed places under go-

vernment were, from that cir-

cumilance, liable to be warped

from their duty, and to give cor-

rupt opinions on a queilion, which

it was maintained in argument

v.^as intended, and would effeft,

the falvation of their country. It

was, he would maintain, a gene-

ral and direft libel upon that

houfe, and a particular libel upon

every noble lord who Itood in the

defcribed predicament. It was a

libel on himfelf as an individual ;

and he affirmed, from his own
knowledge, that it was falfe and
unfounded.

Some other lords who were in

the fame predicament, and who
likewife objeded to that exclufion

in the motion;, did not go fo far

in
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in their refentment ; and were fa-

tisficd to affert their own inde-

pendence and integrity, notwith-

ibading any favours they owed to

the crown,
' A noble earl in par-

ticular, who had lately been at

the head of a commiihon abroad,

of the higheft trail:, and of, per-

haps, the greatcft poflible import-

ance, and who was then at the

head of an ofiice of honour and

dignity at home, fpoke highly, in

the beginning of the debate, in

farou! oi tue principle on which

the prefent motion was founded.

And while he gave his own fuUell:

approbation to the principle, de-

clared the attempt to be fo truly

meritorious, as highly to deferve

the attention of every noble lord

prefent. He only lamented that

the paffage in quellion, fhould, at

this mcft critical and perilous cri-

fis, exclude any noble lord, from

rendering every fervice he was ca-

pable of to his country ; and
thought it extremely ill judged,

at fuch a feafon, to cut off the

committee from the affillance of
fome of the firil charaders and
ableft men in the kingdom. From
this circamitance, although he
moll cordially approved of the ob-

jed which the motion pointed to,

he found himfelf in the difagree-

able predicament of not being

permitted to give a vote either

way ; but if this objedion were
removed, the propohtion fliould

meet v./ith his moil hearty ailcnl;.

The fubjedt of the county

meetings, petitions and affocia-

tions, was the means of intro-

ducing much warmth of language
and lentiraent, feverity of llric-

lure, and bitternefs of oblcrvation

and reply, in the courle of the de-

bate. A noble lord newly come

Into adminiftration, having charg-
ed the motion with the feveral de-
fects of inform liity, abfurdity, and
incfficacy with retpcd to its avow-
ed objedl, pailed feveral fevere
ftridlures on the luppoicd motives
and intentions, which led to its

being brought forward at the pre-
fent time. He atiirmed. ,.; £t

was meant to combine- Ci/ .

. -ion

with the petitions now betor tad

daily prei"eni.i g to the . ler

houfe ; that as the petitions them-
feives had been promoted by the

moft unjuftiiiable and improper
means, fo the motion was certain-

ly intended to bear a relation to

them, in order to embarrais go-
vernment, and throw an o>iium oa
his majelly's confidential advifers.

That, if tne motion operated at

all, it could be only in tnat way.
The petitions and their contents
were in general created ; and whea
they feemed to arii'e i'pontaneouf-

ly, and from fentiment, which he
believed to be the cafe in very few
inllances, they were founded ia
no better than abiurd, imprafti-

cable notions of public reforma-
tion, and fpecious theories, cal-

culated to millead the nation, as

being diredted to objecls, either

unattainable, or which, if attain-

ed, mult undermine the conftitu-

tion, and finally lead to public

confufion. That the motion would
produce effefts fimilar to the coun-
ty petitions if agreed to ; it would
embroil both houfes, impede pub-
lic buhnefs, and tend to anarchy
and confufion.

A noble earl, who had like-

wife lately come into olhce, hav-
ing endeavoured to iliew the in-

formality, imprafticability, and
libellous tendency of the motion,

proceeded to reprobate, in hi;:hly

indi'?-
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and paffionate terms,

meetinjrs and petitions.

indignant

the county

Ke l>.»d they originated merely in

factious motives, and in fa^^ious

motives too of the very vvorft com-
plexion. They tended to uf'jrp

the powers of government, and to

compel parliament to ccnceffions

of the moll dangerous and uncon-
fiitocional nature ; they were fet

up as another eflate, unknown to

the conftitution. They would, if

not timely fuppreffed, lead to

anarchy and public confufion. As
yet,, they had been cautioufly and
artfully kept within the verge of
the law, though, in faft, they

reached to the very brink of re-

bellion. He denied that they

were the fenfe of the nation at

Jarge ; and he hoped, whatever
malignant fpirit gave them birth,

that it would be indantly crufli-

ed. . There was nothing but i-e\o-

IntJon and firmneA, which he was
perfuaded their lordfliips would
never want, when their rights

v/ere attempted to be invaded, ne-

cefTiry to fubdue them ; and if

he had no other reafon for oppof-

ing the prefent motion in all its

parts, he could find in his own
mind a fuliicient motive for giv-

ing it a negative, from its being

fo nearly allied in principle and
in objeft, to that factious, dan-

geroas, innovating, and uncon-
stitutional fpirit, which had given
exiftetxe to the county meetings.

—He concluded, by declaring he

was fatisfied, that the prefent

modon was framed in fuch a man-
ner as muft ehfure it a negative,

in order thereby to throw an odium
upon adminiftration, and give an
opportunity to its friends and fup-

porters to enter a flaming proteft,

which, being fooji publifued, and

making its way into the country,
would ferve to foment and in-

creafe that fpirit of fedition and
difaffedion, which both the au-
thors and friends of this motion
wiflied to diffeminate through
every part of the kingdom.

Such language and charges
could not pafs without reprehen-
fion

J but we fhall firft attend to

the means ufed for removing the

objeftions which were made to the

motion upon its own bottom.
The lords in oppofiticn exprefled
their furprize, to hear the point

of informality fo much laboured,

and fo long dwelt upon, without
the propofal of a remedy where
it might be fo ealily applied, and
without a fingle argument of any
weight being brought againft the

main object of the motion. The
ncble framer, they faid, had avow-
edly left it open, in order to af-

ford room for its being rendered
palateable to all parties. The
principle of the motion, public

reformation and national oecono- ,

my. formed the only objefts of
confideration ; and it mattered no-
thing how it might be new fram-

ed, altered and modi.'ied, fo

thefe were promoted. One fimple

remedy was obvious and at hand,
which would eftedually remove
that informality upon which fo

much ftrefs was laid, and that was
a matter of no greater difficulty

than merely omitting the words
" both houfes ;" and the motion

v.'OuId then run—" That a com
mittee be appointed." It was .:

mere matter of form ; and upon
a queftion of fo great importance^

and a bufinefs of fuch evident ne-

cefTity, fuch paltry cavils were in-

excufable, and even lliameful.

With regard to the objedlon of

inter-
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interfering with the other houfe in

money matters, they laid, that

without entering at all into the

quefiion as an abftracl propofition,

and without any occafion for at all

jneafuring the peculiar rights and

privileges of either houfe of par-

liament, this objefiion would be

as eafily done away as the forn-:;jr.

The fimple meafure of a confer-

ence would equally remov'e every

difficulty with refpedl: to both. All

queflions with rcfpeft to points of

order, or exclufive privilege, would

inllantly vanifh, when both houfes

agreed in principle, and united in

opinion, upon the neceflity of a

reform. But abflracled from that

remedy, no noble lord prefent

would deny, but that houfe had a

right of enquiry in fuch matters,

fo far as the difpofal of public mo-
nies came uncler their cognizance

as a deliberative body ; it figniacd

very little which houfe took up the

bufinefs, fo that the objeft was ob-

tained ; the matter could not be

finally fettled without the aid of an
aft of parliament ; and in that

cafe, cither houfe had its power of

aflenting or diifenting to whatever
came from the other.

A noble duke on the fame fide,

went dill farther on that ground.

He infiftcd, and with great Ilrength

of argument p.nd knowledge of the

fubjedt ender.vourcd to dcmon-
llrate, that the Houfe of Lords
was fully competent to enquire in-

to the cxpenc'ituic of public mo-
ney ; to examine and controul botli

its receipt and iffuc ; and to pa
niih delinquents, if any Inch
could be found. He cited exam-
ples to (he.v that they h.ul often

exercifed thofe powers ; and Je-
claicd, he never wouli fufier the

petty purposes of a fadion to lead

to a furrender of their inherent
rights.

The noble duke likewife flrong-
ly controverted rhe pofition held
out on the other fide, thiic the ar-
ticle of exclufion propofed in the
motion, was a libel upon the whole
body of the peerage, and particu-
larly fo upon the fcrvants of the
crowh. He argued, that the in-

tended exclufion was formed upon
the fpirit of the Englilh ccnllitu-

tion, and upon the whole plan of
Englifli jurifprudence. The law,
at leall the common law Oi Eng-
land, always excluded perfons from
ading in any fituation v\hich con-
cerned others where they might
be fuppofed to aft under partiality,

influence, or prejudice, or to have
any local or native bias on their

minds. Such was the cafe in the

conllituting of juries, both in civil

and criminal matters ; fuch was
the cafe of a judge going the cir-

cuit into a country in which he was
born cr poffeffed property ; and
fuch in a great variety of other in-

ftances. Such general legal pro-
vifions, and prudential cautions,

whicii went to guard againll the

weaknefs, infirmities, the paffions,

and the vices ol' mankind at - rgc,

to prei'erve individuals from being
expofed to the dangerous trials of
needlefs and improper tempratirn,

and even to fence in private cha-

rafter from undue 'fuipicion, could
never be iuppofed to convey le-

flcftion or imputation againft any
man, or body uf men.

In rcfptft to the declarations of
the Ciurt lords, relative to the

mann<r of obtaining the petition?,

many other lords aiole to give the

moll unqualified contradiftion in

point of faft, a.s to levcral matters

which were llated on the other
* iide.
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fide. The Marquis of Rocking-
ham, in particular,' ably vindicat-

ed the Yorkfhire meeting. He
affiru.ed, that it was neither pro-,

poied or promoted, by any party,

or faction, or by any particular

defcription of men. It originated
in me ipontaneous propoiitions and
communications of the indepen-
dent and hoiiell part of the peo-
ple of all defcriptioas, parties,

and intereits. Tne meeting at

York was too numerous and too

independent, to be biaffed or led,

by any influence or power what-
ever. The freeholders compriz-
ed, upon that occafion, within the

compafs of a fingle room, pof-

felTcd landed property to the a-

mount of eight hundred thoufand
pounds, a year ; and fmce that

meeting, no lefs than nine thou-
fand gentlemen, clergy, and free-

holders, figned the petition then
agreed upon. As a farther proof
of the general fentiments of the
people of that country, he ftated,

that the petition from the city of
York had been figned by no lefs

that] nine hundred and twenty per-
fons ; although, at a late warmly
contefted ele£lion for the fame
city, only nine hundred and fe-

venty-two perfons were polled on
all fides. Other noblemen vindi-
cated other meetings, which came
within their refpedlive knowledge.

With refpeci to the heavy charges
laid againft the principle of the
petitions, and the motives and de-
figns of the petitioners, particu-
larly by a noble earl in adminiftra-
tion, it was replied, that Ame-
rica had refilled, in order to redrefs
her grievances ; fo had Ireland ;

{0 had Scotland ; did the noble

lord undertake to fay, that the

Engliih aflbciators were the only
part of his niajelly's fubjedts whofe
petitions, in the firll inllance, were
to be branded with the odious epi-

thets of trealonable and rebelli-

ous ? Was every other part of the

Britiih dominions to be lillened

to ? And was the feat of empire
alone to be treated with contempt
and foul language? — Were fifty

thou{;ind armed Iri(h affociators,

to have their grievances redreifed,

as dutiful, loyal, and obedient

fubjcds ? And was the county

meetings of the people of Eng-
land, unarmed, unaflbciated, un-

embodied, without either ftaves,

or any other weapon, oifenfive or

defenfive, to be charged with be-

ing on the brink of treafon and re-

bellion?—Had not the lord lieu-

tenant of Ireland, in a public aft,

in which he reprefented the perfon

of the fovereign, publicly thank-

ed the Irifh affociators though

armc;d againft law ? And what
judgment can the world pais on a

man, who as * governor, or lord

lieutenant of an Irifli county, con-

veyed the thanks of that parlia-

ment, to the affociators, thus ille-

gally armed, of that county over

which he prefided, and who now,
as an Englilbnian, ffiould Hand
up, and charge the Engliih coun-

ty meetings with every fpecies of

public criminality ffiorc of adlual

rebellion ?

It was ob'*erved, by another no-

ble duke on the fame fide, that the

noble lord in adminiftration, was

ever ready to conftrue every thing

into rebellion, which carried the

leaft appearance of oppofition to

the unconftitutional influence of

Eari of Hillfljorough,

the
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the crown ; and had b?.en pecu-

liarly fortunate in predifting thofe

very rebellions, or ads of refift-

ance, which, in refpefl of Ame-
rica, he had been fo iuftrumental

in exciting.

A noble vifcount on the fame

fide, juftified the principle of the

petitions, and faid, that parlia-

ment having, through the enor-

mous influence of the crown, aban-

doned the care and proteflion of

the people, it was at length be-

come neceiTary that the people

themfelves fliouM look to their

own prefervation. And he con-

gratulated his country, on the ap-

proaching appearance of being

emancipated, through the virtue

and firmnefs of the people, from

a fyftem of government, and a

aial-adminillration of public af-

fairs, hitherto unprecedented in

the annals of England.

Some occafional, but very inte-

refling matter, was introduced in

this day's debate. A noble mar-
quis, who had once, for feme fliort

ti.Tie, been at the head of affairs,

having, in the courfe of a long
and exceedingly pointed fpeech,

gone over, befides a variety of new
ground, fome part of that which
he had opened on the iirll day of
the fefTion, direftly charged the

general amount, of our pall and
prefent difcontents, diforders, mif-

fortunes, and dangers, to a new,
unconflitutional, and defpotic fyf-

tem, adopted at the commence-
ment of the prefent reig!i, and
which confifted in governing this

country, under the forms of law,
through the influence of the crown.
—He had no fooner, he faid, per-

ceived this fyftem, than he fet his

face againft it, and had now, for

upwards of feventeen years, both

during the fliort time he was in of-

fice, and out, conftantly endea-
voured to defeat its intended ef-

fedls.— Every thing within and
without, he faid, whether in ca-
binet, parliament, or elfewhere,
carried about it the mod evident
and unequivocal marks of this fyf-

tem ; the whole ceconomy of exe-
cutive government, in all its

branches, whether profeflional, de-
liberative, or ofiicial, proclaimed
it. Its numerous fupporters have
appeared publicly in print, and by
a variety of means, through books,,

pamphlets, and news-papers, have
openly avowed, and defended it

without referve. This was the
origin of all our national misfor^

tunes. He was ready, he faid, to

avow, in his place, that as the
meafjres contained the fulled tef-

tiniony of the principle which
called them into being, fo thev
bore every internal and external

evidence of their dangerouo ten-

dency.

He faid the principle of aefpo-

tifm had fo long appeared, and
feemed fo uniformly to pervade all

our public ads, that he believed it

nnnecelTary to point out particular

inflances ; he fiiould therefore con-
tent himfelf with alluding only to

fuch parts of the fyftem, as ap-
plied more direftly to the mea-
fures purfued refpefting America,
and the Eaft India company. There
it was, he faid, that the plan of
extending the influence of the

crown, already become enorm6us
and truly alarming, blamed forth

in all its odious colours ; and there

it was that that influence, under
the impofitious pretence of aflert-

ing the rights of parliament, was
employed to veA the patronage or

unlimited fovcreignty of all Ame-
rica
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rica in the crown. The fame ufe

t\'as-made of this influence over the

Eaft India company ; and after

the firft attempt had brought bank-

ruptcy on tliat company, the fe-

cond finally veiled the patronage of

it in the crown for ever.

The plan, he faid, was deeply

laid ; the independent part of the

people were led into the fnare by
the fpecious pretences of defigning

and ajtt'ul men.—The company
were deiciibed to be wallowing in

riclies ; the direftors, and their

fervants abroad, were faid to be
inhrately venal, unprincipled, cor-

rupt, and oppreflive. It was
urged, that in the pcfleiTion of fuch

inimenfe revenues and profits, ter-

ritorial and commercial, that the

compr.ny ought to be, compelled to

contribute to the exigencies of the

ftate, and to bear part of the bur-

thens, in common with their fel-

low-fubjetls. The idea was fpe-

cious, flattering, carried the ap-

pearance of juftice, and immedi-
ately intereiled the parses in its

favour, en whom the impoiilion

was intended to be paifed. But
the whole, he faid, was a mini-

fix'rial trick, a Cme j^gg'^j to

throw dull in the eyes of the peo-

ple. It was patronage, a further

cxtenfion of court influence, which
was at the bottom of all this,

Kovvever varniihed over with fpe-

cious appearances of public refor-

mation, general julHce, and an
equitable difiribution of taxes and
burthens to be borne by the feve-

ral refpective parts of the empire.

It was not tiic fum of 400,000!.
a year that was the great objeil

;

it was the aggrandizement of the

crown that fet this political ma-
chine in motion. The feijuei

proved it, he faid, beyond the

poflibility of doubt or uncertainty.

The company in a few years be-
came bankrupt ; and it wp.s re-

lerved for the prefent adminiftra-

tion to complete, what they had
fo happily begun, and fo fleadily

purfued. Tluey relinquiflied the

revenue with chearfulnefs, but they

took care to get the patronage iii

exchange. If any proof, he faid,

were wanting to ihew, that nei-

ther revenue, nor a defire to alle-

viate the public burthens, formed
the true caufe ; it was now fully

fufficient to obferve, that no one
eiFcctual meafure had been taken

to promote reformation in India j

for it v.'as impoffible for oppreflion*

public peculation, or any oiher

evil, faid to have prevailed in In-

dia, at the time that government
iirft broke in upon the affairs of
that company, to have rifen higher>

or to have proved more operative

and extenfive, than they have done
fince that period. A very ftriking

inilaace of which, he faid, was
then depending in the courts be*

low, in the cafe of the late Lord
Pigot who had been facrinced to the

private cabals of thofe, who, if

not encouraged by government^

were moil certainly protefted and
countenanced by it. This was the

confequence of the interference of

the crown ; and as to the pretence

of a revenue, it was, he faid,

ncedlefs to obferve, that no one

part of the conduct of the prefent

adminifijation, or of the fyftem

they afted under, furni'hed even

the colour of an argument, that

they, who had upon all occafion*

fo Ihamcfully waited and mif-fpent

the public trenfure, entertained a

fiogle idea of relieving the peo-

ple.
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p'e, whom, in every other in-

ftance, they had fo heavily bur-

thened and oppreffed.

The noble marquis applied a fi-

milar train of reaibning to the fup-

port of this doftrine with refpeft to

the American meafures. He de-

clared without referve, that it was,

what he called, the fame 'traitor-

ous principle, that produced the

American war, and the lona; train

of evils which have flowed from

it J and he was purfuaded, befides

that great object, that in the courfe

of fome of the events which fell out

in America, one great fpur which

induced minifters to rulli blindly

on, was in expedation of being
gratified, and of gratifying their

friends and fupporters, with ex-

peded confifcations of the lands

and properties of thofe who took

up arms againll government ; and
fhould they now perfift in turning

a deaf ear to the voice of the peo-

ple of this country, and thereby

force them into msafures of refin-

ance, he fhould likcwife be con-
vinced, that one motive among
others would be, a profpecl of
confifcations nearer home, and tiie

profcription of the lives and for-

tunes of thofe who fhould fland

forth the friends of their country,

and of, as yet, its unrivalled con-

ftitution.

How far, and whether at all,

thcfe political opinions may be
tinged with the colour of party,

are qucflions on which we are not
to form any public opinion ; but
the authority from which they pro-
ceed, and ftill more, the magni-
tude of the objedts to vs'hich they
relate, bellow on them an appear-
ance of fo much importance, that
v/e deemed it fitting, if not nccef-

.', to prefcrve them to the pub-

lic ; referring their validity to the
expla.iations of time, and to the
deciiion of a more temperate fea-
fon.

The bufn-.efs of this day was
likewife particularly diftinguilhed*

from the part taken, and the cir-

cumllances attending it, by the
Marquis of Carmarthen. This
young nobleman had pofTefTcd a
place of high honour and emolu-
ment, at the head of the qveen's
houfehold, and was alfo lord lieu-

tenant of the north riding- of the
county of York. Private bufinefs

had prevented his attending the
great meeting at York ; but he
fent a letter a few days after to the

committee, approving in general
of their proceedings, but making
fome objedion to the fcheme of af-

fociation, and to the propofed
committees of correfpondence. Al-
though this condud couid not but
excite obfervation, and perhaps
furprize, nothing confequent to it

appeared, until a fcv/ days preced-
ing the motion now before us, when
he voluntarily refigncd his office at

court.

In the prefent debate, the noble
marquis thought proper to explain,

and to afiign the motives of his

ccnduil in borh inltances. He
faid, he gave his full affent to the

motion, as he thought it the only
means of preferving this country

from ineviciiblc ruin, by promot-
ing union amo.'tg all ranks and de-
fcriptions of men, and of courfe

relloring energy and confidence to

government.—He declared, that

he liked and applauded tne prin-

ciple of the petitions ; they breath-

ed the fame ipirit with the prefent

motion. And he flated the parti-

culars of his conduct wiwi rcfpcil:

to the York meeting.

Ho
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He then faid, that he had a few

days fmce refigned a place, the

holding ot which he fhould ever

erteem one ol the greateft honours

of his life. Why had he refigned

5t? Becaufe his duty to his love-

leign and his country, and a re-

sard for his own honour, would

not permit him longer to r«?tain it.

He could no longer give his {v.p-

port to a miniftry, which had, af-

ter a feries of repeated trials, prov-

ed themfelves pufillanimous, in-

capable, and corrupt ; who had

brour'hi: the nation to the brink of

deftruftion, and (till perfifted to

plunge it deeper into mil'ery, cala-

mity, and danger. They were the

curfe of this country, and, he

feared, they would prove its ruin.

One of them from his deferved ig-

nominy, and the other from his

criminal indolence, incapability,

and negleft. The firft, in a fea-

fon, when talents and abilities were

moft wanted, having driven almoft

every man under thofe defcriptions

from the fervice, by infult and bad

treatment.

He faid, that while he remained

m place, he did not think it de-

cent to oppofe government. Ke
could not in confcience abfent him-

felf from his duty in parliament at

fo momentous a crifis ; the only

method therefore which prefented

itfelf to him, in order to get rid

of the embarraffmcnt, was to re-

fign. But what had been the con-

fequence of this moderate con-

du£l? That of difmifling him, on

that very morning, from an office

he held under the crown, the lord

lieutenancy of the north riding of

the county of York. He did not

pretend to fay who it was that ad-

vifed that meafure: but let it come

from whom it may, he defpifed

the mean refentment which gav^
it birth ; he laughed at the folly,

but he fek the injullice and in-

tended infult as he ought.

As feme pafiagcs in this fpeech

were fuppofed to allude, if not

to point diredly, to the firft lord

of the admiralty then prelent, the

matter was zealoufiy taken up by
a young earl, who entered into a
warm and cordial vindication of
his friend ; which, from the na-
ture of the fubjeftj could not

however go any farther, than af-

fertion, denial, or opinion, But,

although the m?tter was a good
deal agitated, and the noble earl

immediately concerned, thought

it neceiTary to enter pcrfonally

into the difcuffion, no fatisfa6tioii

whatever could be obtained from
the noble marquis. And though he

was called up feveral times, in-

ftead of retracing any part of

what he had advanced, or even

foftening it by explanation, he

rather llrengthened and enforced

it, by entering more fully into

particulars. He ftiil -faid, that

the belt men, men of the highefl

profeflional merit, were either

driven totally from the fervice by

tiie noble miniHer, or were deter-

red from accepting any command
under his direction. Every man
who accepted of a command, he

faid, accepted it under the condi-

tions of a double peril ; that of

being employed and deceived ;

and that of being certain, that

thofe who decei\ed him, would

be the fir'Q., as they were the

molt powerful, in effeding his

diigrace. He fhould not, he faid,

enter into detail, or quote names,

as he believed it totally unnecef-

fary to dcfcend to particulars ; for

every perlon who had been em-
, ployed
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|:'ioyed flood almoft in the fame

j)redicament ;—he believed other

commanders declined the fervice,

from their not deeming either

their cliaraders or peribns fafe in

certain hands;—and that from

what had already happened, he

was entitled to fay, that no man
of ability, or who regarded his

honour, could prudently ferve in

the navy under its prefent admi-

niflratioii.

After long, various, impor-
tant, and very interelling debates,

the quelUon was at length put,

upon a motion modified from the

original to the following purport.

To appoint a committee, confift-

ing of lords pofTeffing neither

place nor penfion, to ^xamiiie,

without delay, into the public

expenditure, and the mode of ac-

counting for the fame.— This
motion was rejecled upon a divi-

fion, by a majority of loi lords,

including 20 proxies, to 55 lords,

including only five proxies.

Great as this majority was, the

oppoiition fhewed fuch a llrength

upon this divifion, as they had
not done for feveral years before

;

which, along with fome other

concurrent circumflances, would
have been confidered, in a feafbn

of lefs permanency than the pre-

fent, as holding out alarming, if

not ominous fvmptoms.
The rejedlon of this motion,

brought out (as had been predict-

ed during the debate by a noble
lord in adminillration) a protefl

of no fmall length ; and abun-
dantly fraught with argumenta-
tive mattter, relative to the public
expenditure, which did not by

any means feem calculated to af-

ford much fatisfadtion to thofe

people, who flit themfelves hea-

vily prefled by the burthens of the

flate. In this piece, the noble

proteilors feem to pay fome parti-

cular attention to an ohjedlion

made to the motion, as if it meant

to abridge the rights of monarchy,

and to make the crown depen-

dant upon the parliament.— To
this they reply as follows-—" If

" the objection means to infinu-

" ate, that corruption is necef-

" rary to government, we fhall

" leave that principle to confute

" itfelf by its own apparent ini-

" quity. That this motion is

*' intended to diminifh the con-

" Ititutional power of the crown,
** we deny. The conftitutional

" power of the crown we are no
" lefs foiicitous to pfeferve, thaa
*' we are to annihilate its uncon-
•' ftitutional influence. The pre-

" rogative rightly underflcod,
*' not touched, or intended to be
" touched by this motion, will

" fupport the crown in all the

" fplendour which the king's
** perfonal dignity requires, and
" with all the authority and vi-

" gour neceffary to give due
" effefl to the executive powers
" of government."
The proteit was figned by 33

lords. The Marquis of Carmar-
then fubfcribed to the whole, ex-

cepting one article ; and the Earl

of Radnor protefted without af-

figning reafons. The Earl of

Pembroke's name now appeared

for the firfl time on the fide of

cppofition.

VoL.xxiir. m C H A p.
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CHAP. vr.

Colonel Barre gives twfrce of his intended prcf'^Jitions relati've to a com'

viittee of accounts. Scheme approued of hy the minifcr. Sir George

Sa'ville's motion, for an account of patent places and falaries, agreed to.

Second fnotion, for an account of penfonsj during pleafure or ctbern.vije,

oppofed. Debate broken off by the iilnefs of the fpeaker. Refiwied in the

folloiving iveek. Amendment, moved by the minijler. Long dsiaies,

Mlnifcr^s amendment carried, on an exceedingly clofe divifon. famaica
petition prefented in the Houfe of Lords, and the fuhjeci Jlrongly enforc-

td, by the Marquis of Rockingham. thanks of the lords aiid commons

to Admiral Sir George Rodney, for his late eminent fervices. Attempt by

the Dppojition, in both houfes, to obtain fonte mark nf royal favour for
that commander. Scheme, for a comtnijjion of accounts, announced by

the minijier, in the Houfe of Commons. Striilures on that bufnefs.

Mr. Burke's ejiablifmient bill read a firji and fecond time vjithout op-

pojition ; debate and divi/ion, relative only to time, on its co7nmittal.

Motion by the Earl of Shelburne, relative to the removal of the Mar-
quis of Carmarthen, and the Earl of Pembroke, from the lieutenancy of
their refpeBive counties. ^cjliouy }nucb agitated. Motion rejeScd on

a divijion.

IN a few days after the difclo-

fure of Mr. Burke's fcheme of

reform. Colonel Barre gave notice

u • .V of his intention to
leb. 14th. r^ move tor a committee
of accounts, ns fupplemental to,

and an ufeful i-nlargement of that

plan. He confidered the appoint-

ment of fuch a committee as af-

fording the neareft and the.moS:

cafy, if not the moll effedlual

means, for corredling the evils a-

rifing from the prefent mode of
voting great fums of the public

money without eftimate, and for,

in fome degree, remedying the

proctriftinating forms, and the

dilntory courfe of conducing bu-
finefs, which prevailed in the ex-

chequer ; and by which it was at

prefent rendered totally inadequate

to its purpofes. He hoped great

advantages, be faid, from a com-
mittee confifting only of a few

men ; for though he knew that

the minirter's llrength in the houfe

would virtually reft their nomina-
tion with him j yet he depended
much, that the fmallnefs of their

number, and a confcioufnefs that

the eyes of the public were fully

fixed upon them, would operate

powerfully upon their condud.
As the views of the minifier

could not yet be penetrated, the

full and open approbation which
he gave to this propofal, could

not but excite fome furprize on
all fides. He faw the temper ot

the nation was fuch, that fome-

thing muft be done to gratify the

people, and he quickly perceived,

that as the adoption of the pre-

fent meafure would carry a fair

appearance of intended examina-
tion and enquiry into the prefent

great objedls of complaint and
grievance, and hold out a prof-

peft.
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Ytc\., however remote, of redrefs, order and limit. He acknowledg-
Sb it might be happily fuhlHtuted ed, that the expenditure of the

for fome other propofed meafures public money (hould be brought

of reform, which would be ex- as much as poffible under check
ceedingly troublefome in their and controul ; and that the prc-

progreis, and could not be finally fent courfe of exchequer was
difpofed of without much difficul- inimical to a fpeedy and efFedlual

ty ; nor probably withouc fome controul ; that fyftem was unequal

lofs to government, whether by to the prcfent extent of bufinefs,

abfolute conceflion, or by admit- and created delays and inconve-

ting fome new reftriftions and niencies, which tended to ob-

po-vers of controul, with refpeft ftrucl, inflead of expediting the

to the adminillration of the public national fervice. The people,

finance and expenditure. At any he faid, ought to be fatisfied with

rate, the firll operation of the refpeft to the expenditure ; it was
propofed meafure would be to gain their right ; they expected it

;

time, which, in the prcfent cir- and, for his own part, there wai
cumftances, was every thing ; the nothing hi wilhed more, than,

fervor of the people would there- that the utmoft clearnefs and pre-

by be allayed ; and their views cifion fhould be found in the pub-
being drawn off to a dillant ob- lie accounts. — He concluded by
jedt, might be entirely worn declaring, that he thought a com-
away, and even the fubjeft for- miffion of accounts would afford

gotten, before the refult of the the moll eligible means of check-

enquiry could be known. In the ing the public expence ; that a

mean time, it could require no committee, compofed of a fmall

extraordinary fagacity, to modify number of gentlemen, rendered

the bufinefs in luch a manner, as permanent, and fitting through

would effedlually prever.t its ex- the year, would be capable of
tending any farther than was rendering folid fervice to the

wilhcd and intended. country ; and that he wifhed to

The minifter accordingly ap- fee fo falutary, and indeed fo ne-
piauded the propofal highly ; and ceffary a meafure adopted,

oniy wondered, that a meafure of The oppofuion, on their fide,

fuch obvious utility had not been congratulated and applauded the

thought of fooner ; he confidered minifter ; but although they ac-

this as the moft effential ground knowlcdged the candour and fair-

of reform that could be propofed, nefs which he had fhewn in adopt-

and expetlled that it would have ing the propofed idea, one gen-
been taken up before. For him- tleman of great difcernment ob-
felf, he wiihed to hear the propo- ferved, that he could by no means
fuions ot gentlemen from every go along with him in the opinion,

fide of the houfe ; and he afl'ured that a better, or a more ready
fhem, that no man in it wouid mode of accounting to that hoi'fe

be more ready to adopt any plan for the expenditure of public nio-

that appeared calculated for the nies, might not be devifed, and
promotion of ceconomy, and for reduced to practice, than that of
reducing the public e.\pcnce to appointing conimiffioners of ac-

[//] 2 count!.
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counts. They were however

much pleafed, at the point now
unexpectedly gained ; and the

gentleman who had introduced the

bufinels gave notice, that he would

prepare and bring in propofitions

for the purpofe.

On the following day. Sir

George Saville moved. That an

account of all places held by pa-

tent from the crown, with the a-

mount of the falaries annexed to

them, and a lill of the perfons at

prefent holding them, ibould be

laid before the houfe. By this

account, he faid, the houfe, and

of courfe his conftituents, would

be enabled to judge, of the fer-

vices done to the ftate in return

for the falaries paid by it ; and

then it would be in the .judg-

ment of the houfe to decide, what

offices were efficient and neceffa-

ry, and the number that were

merely finecures, and their emo-

luments a burthen to the people,

without any return of fervice.

The motion being agreed, to,

he moved. That an account of all

fubfiiling penfions, granted by the

crown, during pleafure or other-

wife, fpecifying the amount of

fuch penfions refpedively, and the

times when, and the perfons to

whom, fuch penfions were grant-

ed, Ihould be laid before the

houfe. He obferved, that his

honourable friend, Mr. Burke,

with that liberality peculiar to his

nature, had foregone, in his plan,

an enquiry into fubjefls of that

fort ; but however laudable the

motives of tendernefs upon which

he a6led certainly were, the people

being rouzed by their feelings and

neceflities to a clofe examination

of the ftate of their own affairs,

and into the caufes of thofe evils

which they experienced, demand-
ed a more ftridt and rigid mode of

condud. That the enquiry pro-

pofed by his motion formed a
principal objed, not only with
his conftituents, but with the

county meetings in general ; and
was neceftarily become a part of
the plan for affording fatisfadion

to the people which he thought
himfelf bound to adopt. Whe-
ther it anfwered their expe£tation,

in the whole, in part, or not at

all, was not the queftion ; the en-

quiry, and confequent knowledge
of the faft, would aiford the fa-

tisfaftion which he delired.

A ftrong and determined oppo-
fition to this motion was imme-
diately apparent ; but the debate

was broken oft' by the fudden iil-

nefs of the fpeaker, and the bufi-

nefs lay over to the following

week. On its revival, the „

minifter moved an amend-
ment, reflri£ling the account to

thofe penftons only which were
paid at the exchequer; but this

he afterwards enlarged, to the

giving the general amount of all

penfions, but without any fpeci-

fication of names, or particulari-

ty of fums, excepting in the firft

inftance.

The propofed amendments
brought out very long, and ex-

ceedingly warm debates ; in the

courfe of which the minifter had

the mortification of difccvering

much matter of apprehenfion and
alarm ; and of meeting fuch an

oppofition as he had never before

encountered. He grounded his

oppofition to the motion, in the

firft inftance, on a principle of de-

licacy. To expofe the necelUties

of antient and noble families, whofe

fortunes were too narrow for the

fupport
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fupport of their rank, to the pry-

ing eye of malignant curio/ity, he

/aid, would be not only wanton,

but cruel. To expofe the man
who had a penfion, to the envy

and detra6lion cf him who had

non3, and by whom he was there-

fore hated ; to hold him up as an

objeft for the gratification of pri-

vate malice and the malevolence of

party, merely as a price for the

favour conferred on him by the

crown, would furely be a proceed-

ing, in its nature, equally odious

and contemptible. Yet thefe were
the certain effeds which mull pro-

ceed from an indifcriminate dif-

clofure of the penfion lift ; along
with, he faid, the furnifhing out

matter for a feaft to newfpaper and
party writers, to be by them dreft

up in their own manner for the en-

tertainment of the public, at the

expetice of the nobleft, perhaps
the worthieft and moft deferving

members of the ftate. Such were
the ill efFeds ; and the noble lord

declared himfelf incapable of dif-

covering any good which the mo-
tion, if carried, would inevitably

produce.

The miniftcr farther faid, that

he had very fufficient reafons for

believing, that the true ftate of
the penfion lift was very little

known and underftooi. That all

was not, properly fpeaking, pen-
fion, that appeared on that lift.

Several large lalaries were, in

exchequer language, claiTed un-
der that denomination ; and ac-
cordingly fwelled the payments in
thit lift, to which they did not
pfopcrly belong. And if thefe

were deduced, along with the four
Ihillings in the pound tax on places
and penfions, the remaining pen-
fion lift would be found not to ex-

ceed 50,000 1. a year ; which
would be 10,000 1. a year lefs

than Mr. Burke, in his plan of re-

form, thought reafonable to be al-

lotted to tliat article of public ex-

pence. He therefore thought,

that the county meetings muft be
very ill informed, when they made
the fuppofed excefs in that depart-

ment a leading article in their lift

of grievances. And he was cer-

tain, that if the people of Eng-
land only knew that all that could

be gotten by e.cpoling the names
of feveral honourable perfons on
the pcniion lift, would amount to

no more, under the mdft rigid

ceconomy, than the faving of a
few thoufand pounds a year, their

hearts would revolt at the idea of
luch a motion.

He concluded by drawing a dif-

tindlion, between the money grant-

ed exprelsly to government for the

other public fervices of the ftate,

and that allotted to the fupport of
the civil lift eltablilhment. The
firft was to be fpecifically applied

;

and the proper officers were an-

fwerable for the difpofal, as well

as accountable for the amount.
But the money granted to the

king for his civil lift, was granted

freely and without controul ; it

was then his peribnal property ;

was liable to no reftridlion what-

ever ; and was as fully under his

direiftion, and as entirely at his

dilpoial, as the rents of a private

eftate could be to the owner.

The minifter's principle of de-

licacy was laughed at on the other

fide. Penfions granted for honour-

able fcrvice, they faid, were marks
of honour, and not of difgrace.

Nor did thofc granted for fupport-

ing the rank of antient and noble

families, whofe poverty proceeded

[//[ 3
from
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from the fault of their anceftors,

and not their own, convey the

fmalleft degree of reproach. Po-
verty was no difgrace, where it

was not brought on by perfonal

vice or folly. As little did the peo-

ple wifh to fupprefs fuch liberality,

or to retrench the means of it,

when properly and honourably ap-

plied, in the crown. Ireland af-

forded a living proof within their

knowledge, that fach notions of

iuppoled delicacy were entirely

ideal and unfounded. The holders

cf penfions in that country were to

the fall as proud and as delicate,

as thofe under the fame circum-

ftances in this. Yet the pen Hon

lift in that kingdom was every fe-

cond year laid before parliament,

and publilhed in all their news -pa-

pers, without its producing any

degree of that difgrace and uneafi-

nefs to individuals, and without

opening any of thofe fources of

decraftion and malevolence, of

which the minifter now pretends to

be fo apprehenlive. Not a fingle

lord or lady, however antient their

families, or however proud of their

rank, whether Englifli or Irifli,

was ever yet known to throw up or

to refufe a penfion, upon the ac-

count of that publication.

The noble lord, they faid, had

endeavoured, with his ufual art,

bat with uncommon induftry, to

render, by the minillerial juggle

of his calculations, and by {hew-

ing it through the wrong end of the

perfpedive, the objedl of the mo-

tion fo apparently diminutive, as

to be unworthy the attention of the

people, and the confideration of

parliament. Bat even taking it,

they faid, upon his own word, and

fuppofmg for a moment his repre-

fentation to be as fair, as it was

direftly calculated to impofe and
miflcad, although it would be ac-

knowledged, that forty or fifty

thoufand pounds a year was not

fimply, and immediately in itfelf,

an objedl of great national atten-

tion, yet, as every thing great

muft be done by detail to become
fo, it was ridiculous to contend,

that fuch, and lelTer fums, were
not fit objefts to be attended to,

and included, in any fcheme which
took in a reform of the national

expenditure.

But money, they faid, was only

a fecondary confideration, whe-
ther with the petitioners, or with
taenifelves. The firll and great

ohjc*ft of both, was the deftrucftion

of that undue- and corrupt influ-

ence, which was the fatal fource

of all our evils, calamities, dan-

gers, and of the greater part of

that ruinous expence, under which
the nation was fmking. ]f by
cutting oiF forty or fifty thoufand

pounds a year from the means of

that corruption, forty or fifty vo-

ters could be cut off from that im-
penetrable parliamentary phalanx,

on whom no reafon, argument, or

afFcClion for their country, was

ever capable of making an im-

prefiion, nor of deterring from an

adherence to the minifter of the

day, whoever he may be, and in

whatever predicament he might

fland, it v/ould be gaining an ob-

je£l of no fmall importance ; and

prove, in its efFed, the faving of

infinitely greater fums. Had fuch

favings taken place in time, Ame-
rica would fiill have been a part of

our ilrength and glory.

They treated farcaftically the

liberality and candour, with which,

they faid, the noble minifter had

fo ger.eroully offered to gratify

parliament
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parliament with an account of

thofe penfions, which were regu-

larly paid at the public offices of

the exchequer ; a degree of in-

formation which every man in the

kingdom, whether native or fo-

reigner, might, by a proper appli-

cation, obtain to as full an extent,

as it was pofTefied by the noble lord

himfelf But it happened unluck-

ily that this liberality was thrown

away, as the ofter did not at all

reach to the objeds intended by

the people, or propofed by the

mover of the prefent motion.

Their enquiries were direifted to

penfions of another nature than

thofe that were paid at public offices.

They were direfted to temporary

petifions ; to penfions during plea-

sure ; to penfions for the purpofe

of parliamentary corruption. So

unqualified were the charges upon

this ground, that a gentleman de-

clared as a fadt, founded upon au-

thority, he faid, which he could

not doubt, that the miniiter, at the

clofe of every feffion, had a fettie-

ment of fuch penfions to make ;

that a private lill of names, with

the feveral fums apportioned to

their refpeclive fervices or merits,

was then produced ; and that as foon

as the money was paid, the paper
was immediately burnt, and no me-
morial of the tranfadtion preferved.

This occafioned a call on the

oppofuion from one of the law of-

ficers, to come forward with their

proofs, to name and point out the

delinquents ; but not to throw
about charges of fuch a nature at

random, if they were not able to

-fupport and eftablifh them. To
this it was replied, that the learned
gentleman well knew, that they
could not poffibly poflefs the fpecies

of evidence, which the rules of that

houfe rendered neceilary, in order

[119

to fix fuch fpecific charges. The
great objed of the motion was to

obtain that very evidence which is

now demanded. This the minif-

ter abfolutely refufes to grant ;

and at the very inftant that they

fee he withholds the means, his

advocates boldly challenge us to

bring forward our proofs.

The comparifon drawn by the

minifter between the civil lil'c re-

venues, and the rents of a private

eftate, was not at all allowed to

hold. Various parts of that vail

eftablilhment, the oppofition faid,

were applied to great national pur-

pofes ; to thofe of public dignity

and utility, as well as to the fup-

port and Iplendor of the crown.

Parliament had a right, and was
in the practice, of enquiring and
feeing into the appropriation of
that money. If it were otherwife,

and that great revenue to be con-

fidered merely as perfonal pro-

perty, the whole of it might be
drawn off from its original pur-

pofes, and applied to thofe of the

moft dangerous nature. The po-
fition was therefore to be totally

exploded, as equally fallacious and
dangerous.

It v/as not a little remarkable,

that almoil the whole weight of
this very long debate lay upon the

minifler ; who, excepting the af-

fiftance of fome of the crown law-

yers, was left alone to endure the

heat and brunt of the day. He
was of courfe fo exceedingly hard

pufhed, that he was frequently

forced to fhift or abandon his

ground j whilft every change of
pofition afforded fome new open-

ing for the feverities of his anta-

goiiills. In thefe circumftances,

which were aggravated by the na.

ture of the contell, and the appa.

rent doubtfulnefs of the iflue, it

[^J4 h
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is not to be wondered at, if he

could not perfeftly preferve his

equanimity of temper ; and if he

could not even entirely refrain from

Ihewing fome appearances of vexa-

tion ana peevifhnefs.

The queftion being at length

put, at half an hour after one

o'clock in the morning, the minif-

ter's amendments were carried,

and but jult carried, upon a divi-

fion, by a majority of two only ;

the numbers being i88 to i86.

Sir George Saville then declar-

ed, that as the motion, in its pre-

fent ftate, was totally changed

from that which he had propoied,

and was rendered utterly incapa-

ble of obtaining that information

for the people, which it was both

his wifh and his duty to lay before

them, he fliould therefore give the

matter entirely up, and fhould no

longer give himfelf or his friends

any trouble, by fruitlefsly oppof-

ing minifters in any point which

they were determined to carry.

This was, however, an extra-

ordinary divifion. But the lofs of

the queflion was the more vexati-

ous to the oppofition, as they con-

ceived they had ftrength in town
fully fufncient to have carried it

;

and even attributed the difappoint-

ment to the accidental abfence of

fome particular friends. On for-

mer occafions this would have

been matter of triumph ; but they

were grown more difncult fince

their late increafe of ftrength ;

and complained bitterly, that vo.

lunteer troops can never be brought

to pay that ftridl attention to duty,

which is pradtifed by trained and
difciplined bands, who have been

long habituated to the pundlual ob-

fervance of a regular command.
The popular prints, however.

triumphed, not only in the clofe-

nefs of the divifion, but in an af-

fertion which they repeatedly e-

choeJ, that not a fmgle Kngiifh

gentleman, however he migl:t af-

terwards vote, had oper ed his lips*'

on the fide of the miniller, in the

courfe of fo long a debate. It

was made no Icfs a matter of exul-

tation, that of the knights of the

lliire, or reprefcntatives of Englifh

and Welili counties, who were then

prelent, only eleven fupportcd the

miniller by their votes j while no

lefs then fifty-leven voted for Sir

George Saville's original motion.

Such, and fo powerful, was the

effeft of that fpirit which v.'as now
prevalent.

It was on the fame dsy of Sir

George Saville's motion, that the

Marquis of Rockingham brought

the [iimaica bufineis forward in the

Houfe of Lords; where he pre-

fented a petition fimiiar to that,

and fubfcribed by the jame names,

which we have already ieci: a lub-r

jedt of animadverlion in the Houfe
of Commons. Ke went over the

whole ground of complaint, and,

in a fpeechof a conpjdcrable length,

fuppcrted and enforced the feveral

matters of charge, in a manner
which {hewed a very full know-
ledge of his fubjedt ; in doing

which, he endeavoured particu-?

larly to eftablifh the following

points:— The great importance

and ineftimable value of the ifland

—The fatal confequences, with

refpedl to all our rerr.aining Ame-
rican and Weft Indian pcfi~eflions,

which niuft be the immediate and
inevitable refult, of its becoming
the property of the enemy, but

more efpecially of France—The
criminal conduft of minifters in

neglecting all proper apd rational

provifion.
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provlfion, for the fecurity and pro-

tection of fo ineltimable a poffcf-

Aon— And, the actual and immi-

nent internal and external dan-

gers, to which the if] and has at fe-

veral different times been fubjeft-

ed, through that neglcd.

On the laft ground, he particu-

larly inlifted, and endeavoured to

demonftrate, as well by a letter

from Governor Bailing, as by

other authorities, that Scarcely a

hope could have been formed ox

faving the ifland, if D'Eftaihg had

bent his force thither, at the time

that, fo fortunately to this country,

he directed his courfe to Georgia.

So that the prefervation of one of

the moll valuable appendages to

the crown of Great Britain, refted

upon the error, biindnels, or folly

of the enemy. He farther urged,

that this conduft could not even be

fo far palliated, as to attribute it

to mere negligence or forgetful-

nefs ; fuppoling that either could

be admitted as any palliation. For
that lb early as the year 1773, and

repeatedly fince, minilters had been

warned, by petitions and applica-

tions from the ifland, of the dan-

gers, both within and from with-

out, to which it was expofed ; and
of which no other notice was taken

j

in the firtt inftance, than the draw-
ing away, for the unhappy pur-

,
poles of the American war, one
half of the very weak military

;
force, (amounting to 300 men)

\

which had been before affigned for

its defence. Nor had any thing

I effectual been fince done.

On the other fide, the proteft

(of which we have before taken
notice) was brought forward, and
read by Lord Onflow as part of his

fpeech, in order to fliew, that the

petition ftiould not be confidcred

as the fenfe of the ifland, bu^
merely as containing the fenti-

ments of thofe perions by whom
it was fubfcribed. Ha contended,

that the proteflors, though not fo

numerous, pofTefled property equal,

if not fuperior, to the petitioners ;

from whence he argued that their

opinions were of equal weight and
importance.

This afTertion drew up the Mar-
quis of Rockingham, who having

moved that the names of the peti-

tioners fhould be read, obferved,

thar he believed moil of tliCm were

known to their lordfliips ; it was

now in the noble lord's power who
had read the proteft, to bring the

matter to an immediate ifi'ue ; he

had only to pais the names of the

proteilors in countervlew before

them, and the bufinefs would be
fettled ; it would be at once feen

oh which fide the quellions of pro-

perty and relpeftability lay.

The noble lord, however, de-

clined to read the names of the pro-

teflors ; but infilled on his general

politions, that the petitioners, al»

though many of them were reipect-

able, did not pofTefs half the pro-

perty of the ifland ; that one-third

of the merchants and planters had
not figned either the petition or

proteft ; and it was fairly to be
concluded, that thofe who had not

figned the former, did not ap-
prove of its contents.

The Marquis rejoined, that the

motives for declining to read the

names of the proteflors were eafily

underflood. The noble lord w.;s

tender of fome names ; and did

not wifh to bring certain charaiTlers

forward, which had figured in that

tranfaction. After fome obfcrva-

tions on thele, and drawing a

llrong contrail between the Hate of

charadcr.
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character, property, and refpefta-

biiity 0:1 both fides, he comment-
ed, upon whut he called rather a

ludicrous paflage in the protell

;

by which it is held out as a mo-
tive for their chjtfting to a peti-

Mr. Thomas Townfhend, warmly
fupported by the oppoiition, and
unanimoufly agreed to by the
houfe. A fimilar motion was made
on the following day in the Houfe
of Lords by the Earl of Sandwich,

tion for protetf^ion to parliament, feconded by the Marquis of Rock-
that it was the interefl of the mer- ingham, and agreed to in the

chants and planters to Hand well fame manner.
with government. But the oppofition wilhed for

The firfl lord of the admiralty fome more fiibilantial return, than

acknowledged, that the merchants a mere vote of thanks, for the ef-

and planters who figned the peti- fential fervices performed by that

tion were, in every inftance, as brave commander ; and accord-

worihy and as refpedable a body of ingly warmly contended in both

irien^ as any in this, or in any houfcs, that while the impreffion

other kingdom ; but that there was of fervice was recent and warm,
not a fingle fa<fl fiated in the peti- they ftiould proceed a flep further ;

tion, nor alltdged in its fupport, and apply for fome mark of royal

which he would not be ready and favour, v/hich, in cafe of any fi-

prepared, one by one, at a proper nifter accident, or future misfor-

time, to difprove. This brought tune, might afford to him fome
out fome altercation between him fecurity, againft his being again

and the noble marquis ; in which, neglefted, and his fervices for-

befides a difference of opinion with gotten.

refpeft to circumllances of danger This, they faid, was the more
and protection, feveral aflertions neceffary, as that admiral had in

and contradi>5tions took place as to the laft war received the thanks of

fa (Sis and dates. The petition was both houfes for the important fer-

ordered to lie on the table for the vices which he then performed ;

perufal and confideration of the and yet he was afterwards mofl

lords ; under the avowed intention fhamefuUy laid by and neglected,

of the Marquis of Rockingham, without any provifion being made
to make it the foundation of a fu- for him fuitable to his rank and

ture motion, for the proteftion high character ; fo that honour was

and fecurity of the ifland of Ja- almoft the only harveft which he

ma;ca ; an intention which the

nieafures adopted by government,

about this time, rendered unnecel-

fary

reaped. It was likewife, they

faid, the more .neceifary, as it was
underflood that he was deilined

wi;h an inferior force to the pro-

On the laft day of February, the tedlion of our Weft India iflands ;

minifter in the Houfe of Commons and that nobody was ignorant, in

moved that the thanks of that cafe of misfortune or lofs, with

houfe fhould be given to Admiral what dexterity the prefent minifters

Sir Georfe Rodney, for the late could Ihift the blame from them-

iignal and important fervices he felves, hov/ever culpable, upon

had rendered his king and coun- the fhoulders of their commander,

try. The motion vvao feconded by In fuch a cafe Sir George Pvod-

Jiey

J



HISTORY OF EUROPE. [123

rey muil: expcdl the fame fate,

which, they faid, every other of-

ficer, who ventured to adl under

their diredion, had already expe-

rienced.

The poft of Lieutenant General

of the Marines, which had been

inllituted as a reward for extraor-

dinary merit and fervice, and which

had unufually continued vacant

ever fince the refignation of Sir

Hugh Pal'.ifer, was the immediate

object which the oppofuion had in

view, in favour of Sir George

Rodney ; but this was mentioned

only ar. matter of conv'erfitlon, or

propofal to the minillers, as they

would not feera to prelcribe to the

crow.i by any fpecification. Nor
did they willi to pufh the bufinefs

to an addrefs in the Houfe of Com-
mons, (where only, conhftently

witn forms, it could be done) it

they could obtain a fatisfaCtory

promife from the nilnifter on the

fubjeft. This, however, not ap-

pearing to them to be immediately

done, Mr. Marfham framed a mo-
tion for an addrcfs, that his ma-
jefty would be gracioufly pleafed to

bcltow fome high pelt of honour

on Admiral Sir George Br)dges

Rodney, for his late fignal ler-

vices.

The mlnifter declared the great-

eft perfonal regard for the abicnt

commander, as well as the fuUell

feni'e of his great merits, fervices,

and high naval charader ; nor was
any genlieman in the houfe more
willing that he fl\ould be moll amply
rewarded. But he obfcrved, that

it would not only be unprecedented
to'follow a vote of thanks with an
immediate addrefs for a reward ;

but that fo coupling the two mat-
ters would in future fubjciSl the

houfe to very great dilHculty, and

8

eftabliih a precedent which they

would hereafter have caufe to re-

pent. He therefore wilhed the
motion was vvithdrawn, as it would
be exceedingly irkfome to him to

oppoie it ; which yet he muft other-

wife be under a necefiity of doing,
merely for the fake of parliamen-

tary precedent.

As the minifter likewife alTured

the houfe, that he was far from

thinking the place of lieutenant-

general of the marines, by any
means more than equal to the ad-

miral's high deferts, the juiinefs

of his reafoning, and the clearnefs

of his declarations, afforded fuch

conviftion and fatisfadion on the

other fide, that the motion was
withdrawn ; but under the de.-

clared prefumption, that fome-
thing was intended, and would be
effedually done, in favour of the

admiral. It may be difficult to de-

termine, whether the two great

naval commanders in the Houfe
of Commons, (Admiral Keppel,

and Lord Howe) did greater ho-

nour to themfelves, or to Sir

George Rodney, by the liberal,

clear, and unreferved approbation

and applaufe, which they bsllowed

upon his conduft and fervices.

The ground taken by the Mar-
quis of Rockingham, and other

lords on that fide, was, an endea-

vour to obtain from the marine
niiniller, by Hating the propriety

and expediency of the meafure,

fome alturance, that either the va-

cant place, or fome equivalent

mark of royal favour and reward,

was intended to be bellowed on the

abfcnt admiral ; the diiarranged

ftate of whofe private affairs, af-

forded motives which were llrongly

urged in both houfes, for its not

being merely honorary.

But
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But this, the noble lord at the head
of the admiralty abfolutely refuied.

He faid, it was the peculiar province
ol" the crown to diflinguifh and re-

ward thofe who had ferved it ably
and faithfully; that it would be
prefumpticn in him to undertake
or fay, what his majefty might or
might not, or ought to do; that

it would be a diredt invafion of his

prerogative to prefcribe to him on
fuch an occafion ; that graces and
favours, fuch as thofe defcribed,

were the proper gift of the fove-

reign, that he never wifhed that

houfe to intrench on this ex-

clufive right ; and it was well

known to be one of the leading

charaderiftics of his majefty's

reign, to reward fuch of his

lubjcds as feemed worthy of his

favour and protedlion.

March 2d. ,

On the follow.-ng

day, the minilter fur-

prized, at leaft, one fide of the

hcuie, by opening his fcheme for

the appointment of a Connniljion of
Accoutus. He obferved, that the

amount, the increafe, and the

manner of coadufting the- public

expenditure, had of late afforded

continual topic's of debate, con-
verfation, and complaint ; and
that it had even been propofed to

withhold the fupplies for thofe

parts of the public fervice, for

which eflJjnates were not prcvi-

oufly produced. W-th refpeft to

that matter, he mult repeat what
he had often faid before, that while
we v/ere engaged in a widely ex-
tended and expenfive v/ar, it would
he impolfible in many inflances,

from the very nature <-;f the fer-

vices, to lay previous eltimates be-

fore the houfe. The extent, pe-
culiar nature, and clrcumftances

of the war, were likevviie to ac-

count for the enormity of the ex-

pence.

He wifhed, however, as hear-

tily as any one gentleman in that

houfe, to give the public the fulleft

fatisfaftion, that the 'money was
duly applied to their fervice ; and

he equally wilhed, that fome me-
thod could be devifed for Hating

and fettling the public accounts in

fuch a manner, that the numerous
balances upon each head of ex-

pence might be brought forward

more fpeedily, and in confequence

be the fooner applied to the public

fervice. Various methods had been

hinted at for effefting this purpofe ;

the method he Ihould propofe,

would be to bring in a bill for ap-

pointing a commiffion of accounts.

He thought a ccmnnfTion would

have many advantages over a com-
mittee of accounts ; as it might

be llrengthened with powers, with

which the houfe was. not capable of

invefting the latter; particularly

the calling for papers of all forts,

and the examining witnefl'es upon

oath. That former commiflions of

this nature had proved nugatory,

he faid, v.'as eafily to be accounted

for, and as eafsly to be remedied.

The fault lay partly in the caufe,

and partly in the form and extent

of their jurifdiflion. They had

merely been authorized with a re-

trofpeftive view ; he meant to caV-

ry the prefent idea much farther.

He intended that the bill fhould

exprefsly authorize the commiffi-

oncrs, not only to enquire into the

accounts of the pair expenditure,

but into the current accounts ; and

farther diredt them to confult,

prepare, and report to the houfe,

what fliould, upon due examination

and confultation, appear to them to

be a more eafy and fpeedy mode of

keeping
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keeping the public accounts, and

fettling them lb, that their true

Hate might from time to time, as

near as polfible, be laid before the

Houfe when called for, and the

various balances in hand be im-

mediately brought forward, and

applied to the fervice of the enfu-

ing year.

The miniller obferved, that

when he had readily promifed hi'

afliflance upon this fubjeifl feme

time before, to an honourable

member on the other fide, who
had called upon him for it ; not-

withftanding fome ironical com-
pliments, he could eafily per-

ceive that his fincerity was called

in quertion, and that his promife

or concurrence was only confider-

ed as a parliamentary trick. The
only return he then determined

to make, was to feize the earlieft

opportunity of affording indifpu-

table proof to the houfe, that his

offer of afiiitance included his real

fentiments, and that no man
wilhed more than he did himfelf,

for fome effeftual means of expe-

diting the public accounts. An
honourable gentleman had like-

wife at that time thrown out, that

it would appear from the fort of
committee that was appointed,

whether he was fincere, or whe-
ther the whole enquiry was to be
a farce and a mockery. He (hould

not confider how far this infinua-

tion affetSed the honour of that

houfe, which was to appoint the

committee ; but he would now
convince them of his own fincerity.

To put the matter therefore totally

out of doubt, and to obviate the
various objeflions which would be
made, whatever fide of the houfe
the members of the committee
were drawn from, he Ihould make
it a provifion in his intended bill.

that the commiffioners be refpec-
table, intelligent, and independ-
ent gentlemen, who were not
members of either houfe of parlia-
ment.

Colonel Earre, who had firft

introduced or propofed the bufi-
nels, complained of this uncx-
peded, and, as he underllood it,

extraordinary procedure. The
hiitory of parliament, he faid,

could not afford an inllance of a
fimilar tranfidlion. His fcheme
was founded on a wilh to ferve
the public ; on a wifh to check
the profufion of thofe who ma-
naged the public expenditure

;

the ftrong arm of the minifter had
wrefted it out of his hands, and
had put an end to his labours.
He had called upon the noble
lord to know whether he would
affiil him or not, for two reaibns

;

the one, that he knew nothing
effedual could be done in oppo-
fition to his power ; the other,
that he knew it would be impof-
fible, without the aid of his au-
thority, to penetrate into the
arcana of many matters which
loudly demanded invelligation.

This was the affiftance, which hs
required from the minilter ; and
he was not without hope, that he
would have iiuerefted him in the
enquiry, by making him a party
in the bufuiefs. Bat the noble
lord, inftead of giving aiTiftance,

mak^s himfelf at once the princi-
pal ; and without once, he faid,

confulting or adviling with him ;

without any comparifon of fcheme,
or communication of defa^-n,

comes out now with a plan of his

own, at the very inftant that he
had brought his to the point aim-
ed at.

His complaint, he faid, was
not the effeCl of difappoiutment.

If
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The bill being read the fecond
time without oppofition, jufl ,

If the objeft he purfued was ob-

tained, he was indift'crent to what

hand the benefit was owing. But

he contended, that the plans were

elTentially different ; and the one

made not to fupply, but to coun-

terad the other.

The oppofition in general cri-

ed Ihame on this manoeuvre.

They faid it was unfair and in-

decent ; and that if it was not an

abfolute violation of ellablillicd

parliamentary rules, according to

the dead letter of recorded pre-

cedents, it, however, militated

entirely agaiaft their fpirit ; and

that it was totally fuhverfive o£

that liberality of conduft, and

propriety of behaviour, which it

was fo necefiary and becoming for

gentlemen to obferve, both in that

houfe and without, in their com-

merce with each other. The va-

rious ftriftures paffed upon the

plan, will appear in their place.

Mr. Burke's eftabliihment bill,

having been read the firft time on

the 23d of February, the author

propoied the following Tuefday

for the fecond reading. On this

much altercation arole ; the mi-

nifler charging the minority with

precipitating a meafure not fuffi-

ciently confidered ; thi-y on the

other hand accufing him of an in-

tention of delaying all reforma-

tion until the fupplies were grant-

ed, and then precipitately proro-

guing parliament, without any

redrefs to fo many grievances.

The minifter was called on to de~

clare, whether he would oppofe

it on the fecond reading, or let

it go to a committee. After great

apparent irrefolution, he declared

that he did not intend to oppofe

the bill in that ftage.

after the mini Iter had an-

nounced the plan for his com-
miflion of accounts, Mr. Burke
moved that it might be committed
for the following day. This was
oppofed, on tlv^ ground, that as

it was neceffary all b lis, and more
efpecially thole of great moment,
..Should be proceeded through with

caution and citcumfpeflion, fo

the uiage of parliament was, on
that account, againll the fending

of bills diredtly from the fecond

reading to a committee. If this

was the rule in other cafes, how
much more neccfTary was it with

refped to a bill of fuch magni-
tude, which took in fuch a vari-

ety of objefts, and in the eyent

of which io great a nnmber of in-

dividuals were interefted, as the

prefent, to proceed with the

grcatell caution ; and to afford

time for fully examining its parts,

and duly confidering and weighing

its general and particular confe-

quences, before it was referred to

a committee. An amendment was
accordingly moved, by which the

following Wednefday was to b^

fubftituted, in the place of the

enfuing day.

This was direflly charged on
the other fide to the procraflinat-

ing views of the miniftcr. It was
not to be fuppofed, they faid,

that the whole of the bill was to

be immediately confidered ; its

parts were to be taken and treated

Separately ; and their number
rendered it neceffary (if any thing

ferioui was intended to be done)

to lofe no time in their proceed-

ing. The firll part to be invelti-

gated in the committee was the

finiple
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fimDle queftion, whether the office

of third Secretary of ftate, other-

wife fecretary of flate for the A-
merican colonies, was not an of-

fice altogether ufclefs, and as fuch

ought to be abolillied ? Surely

this was no: a queftion that re-

quired fuch depth of thinking, as

that there had not been already

full time for its confideration.

The language which the minif-

ter now held with refpeft to the

bill of reforni, did not fcem much
to correfpond with that he had

ufed at the firft motion for the

bill. He probably thought he

had gone too far. He coldly ob-

ferved, that as the bill confided of

a variety of allegations, and was

in facl a farrago of incidents, he

fuppofed it would not be thought

unreafonable, \vhen it came be-

fore the committee, if he {hould

then call for evidence in fupport

of thofe fadls, on which the pro-

portions were founded, as well

as a clear account of the value of

the favings to be made.
Mr. Burke treated with ridicule

the idea of the noble lord, in re-

quiring a kind of proof, which
from its nature he, at the fame
time, knew was impoffible to

be given. I affert, faid he, that

the third fecretary of ftate is ufe-

Icfs, and how am I to prove it

but by the notoriety of the faft ?

Will the deputy, the clerks, or

even the fire-lighter, come to prove
it ? Did the noble lord mean, that

he was to bring fuch evidence as

was necfffary to determine quef-
tion of private property in a
court of jultice, in order to prove
all thofe places to be ufelefs which
he propofed to abolifh ? And was
he alfo to bring fimilar evidence
to prove, that the favings from

thofe reduilions would amount
precifely, without even the ufual

exception for errors, to the exaft

fjm which he had fuppofed or
dated r The idea is too ridicu-

lous. It will be more manly and
becoming in the noble lord, at

once to avow his antipathy to
every fpecies and degree of public

reform.

The queftion being put at iz

o' clock at night, in a very full

houfe. Lord Beauchamp's amend-
ment to the motion, for fubltitu-

ting the words '•' Wednefday
next," in the place of** to-mor-
row," was carried upon a divi-

fion by a majority of 35 ; the

numbers being, for the amend-
ment 230, to 195 who fupported

the original motion. Tbe parties

feemed willing to make a previous

trial of their ftrength in thefe

queftions, before they came to the

main points ; and the numbers in

the minority, on a mere matter of
time, was a thing very alarming
to miniliry.

We have already obferved, that

the Earl of Pembroke had, for t.^.e

firft time, voted in the oppofition.

This condufl was foon followed

by the removal of that nobleman-

from his oflice of lord lieutenant of
the county of Wilts. So remark-
able a concurrence of incident,

and coming io clofe upon that

which related to the Marquis of
Caermarthen, could not but ex-

cite notice and obfervation both
within doors and without ; and the

matter was taken up by the Earl

of Shelburnc as an objcfl of par-

li;;incntary enquiry, who accurJ-

ingly fummoned the lords upon
the occafion.

That nobleman 0-

pencd the bufmcG by
March 6th.

U.uing,
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Hating, that the trouble he had

given them on that day, was for

parpofcs that equally concerned

the honour, dignity, and indepen-

dency of parliament, and the pre-

fervalion and fupport of the conlU-

tion. It was to enquire into the

caufe of two noble lords near him

being difmified their employments,

to wiiom no charge of delinquency

could polfibly be made, nor even

was pretended ; nor could any

caufe be affigued but this fuggef-

tion, that one noble lord had de-

clared the fide he fhould take on a

queftion agitated in that houfe

;

and the other noble lord had abfo-

luteiy voted on it. Thefe were

the only crimes they had commit-

ted ; and for the exercife of this

common freedom, inherent in the

conftitution, and belonging to

every member of either houfe of

parliament, they were difgraced

in the face of their country.

The noble earl pointed out and

enforced, with his ufual fharpnei's

and energy, the fuppol'ed danger-

ous tendency of this mode of pro-

ceeding- ; more particularly at a

time like the prefent, when, as

he faid, every body felt and con-

fefTed that the influence of the

crown was carried to fuch an ex-

treme, as affedled every depart-

ment, from the minifter to the

loweil officer of excife. He then

entered into a detail of the rife and

power of the lords lieutenants of

counties ; and endeavoured to fhew,

that the powers of that great office

were, from its firfl: inftitution, in

a very confidcrable degree inde-

pendant of the crown ; and that

it was always confidered as pre-

ferving a fort of balance, between

the rights of the people and the

power of the prerogative. He ob-

fcrved, that the condm5l of thd
court with rcfpedt to thefe two no-
blemen was the more ferioufly

alarming, as the feveral laws rela-

tive to the militia, which had been
pafTed fince the year 1752, had
thrown that originally Conlticuti-

onal means of national defence,

almoft totally into the hands of the
crown; fo that being thus warped
from the proper nature and defign
of the inftitution, there was fcarcely

any thing left, but the public fpi-

rit and independency of the lords

lieutenants of the counties, to pre-
vent its becoming a mere flate en-
gine of corruption j and its being
even converted into a machine for

the fubverfion of that conftitution

which it had been created to pre-
ferve.

From the militia, the noble earl

pafted by an eafy tranfition to the

rtate and government of the army ;

a ground, on which his early mi-
litary knowledge and fervice af-

forded no fmall advantage. He
particularly reprobated, wiih a,

foldierly vehemence, a regulation

lately adopted in that fchool of
war, called cccafional rank ; this

he reprefented, as being equally

fcandalous in the pradice, ruin-

ous to the fervice in the effect, and
humiliating and degrading to the

army in its principle. Nothing,

he faid, could operate fo direiflly

and efteftually towards breaking

the heart of a foldier, and damp-
ing all military fpirit and ardour.

Indeed the Duke of Richmond
and he feemed to want words fuffi-

ciently to exprefs their deteftation

of this novel, and, as they de-

fcribed it, abominable praftice.

The whole order of things was

reverfed by it. All rank was

trampled upon ; all fubordination

yyas
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was at 'an end. The high fpirit of

honour which charafterizes a fol-

<lier ; the emulation of rank, and

the eagernefs for fame, which in-

clude his very exiftence, muft all

perilh before it.

The noble earl faid, that al-

though their frequency, within

the knowledge he fuppofcd of all

the lords, feenied to render it un-

necellary to cite any inllances of

the abufe, and that he would ra-

ther avoid defcending to particu-

lars, yet, that it might not be

thought he dealt merely in decla-

mation, he would afk, what pre-

tenfions a Mr. Fullarton had to be

raifed at once to the rank of a lieu-

tenant-colonel, and to be appoint-

ed commandant of a regiment ?

That gentleman had never held

any rank, nor ever been in the ar-

my before ; he had been clerk to

the noble lord now prefent in of-

Jice, when on his late embafTy in

France ; where perhaps he might
have acquitted himfelf very well

with his pen, but never was ac-

quainted with the ufe of the fword ;

yet this clerk in office, this ccmmis,

contrary to all military eftablifli-

ment;;, contrary to all the fpirit of

the army, was now a lieutenant-

colonel, and had the ft!periority

in command over Lord Harring-

ton, a young nobleman of the

moil adtive and enterprizing fpirit,

who had fought his way, inch by
inch, to command, and whofe high

rank and great family connexions
ferved him in no other refped,

than to render his fervices to his

country the more confpicuous.

Such promotions, it was faid,

fo contrary to the military rules of
every other country in Europe, as

well as of this, was fufHcient to

drive every man of honour and
Vol. XXIII.I

fpirit from the fervice, to diflemi-

nacc dangerous difconttnts, jea-
loufy, and ill-will throughout the
whole army, and to deter our
young nobility and gentryofweight
and fortune, from following the
natural b^nt of their gciius, ia
attempting to ferve their country.

For vvno would devote his time, his

fortune, or his life to a fervice,

where he faw a clerk from behind
his defk, fuddenly raifed by mini-
rterial caprice, and put over the

heads of more than a thoufand of-

ficers ; many of whom were of
long and tried lervice, of eftablifh-

ed merit in their profefiion, and
had been bred up to the art of war
from their earliell youth?

The Earl of Sheiburnc clofed a
fpeech of coniiderable length, full

of matter and of energy, with a
motion to the following purport :—
Whereas the Marquis of Carmar-
then was difmified from his em-
ployment of the lieutenancy of
the Eaft riding of the county of
York, on the morning of that day
when his opinion to fupport with

his vote a motion that was made
in the houfe on the 8th of Febru-
ary laft was well known ; and
whereas the Earl of Pembroke was
likewife difmilTed from his lieute-

papcy of the county of Wilts, fooa

after he gave his vote on the fame
queftion, which office of lieute-

nant has been at all times impor-
tant, but moll peculiarly fo under
the prefent conilitution of tl;e mi-
litia. And whereas no caufe has

been fuggefled or communicated to

either of the faid noble lords for

fuch difmifTion, this houfe there-

fore hath every ground to believe,

that the fame had reference to thei^

condudl in parliament.

And it was therefore movrd,

[/] tliat
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that an humble addrefs be pre-

feuted to his majefty, to defire he

will be graciouQy plfaled to ac-

quaint this houle, whether he has

been adviied, and by whom, to

difmii's the laid two noble lords,

or either of them, from their laid

employments, for their conduft in

parliament.

The Marquis of Carmarthen ob-

ferved, that the motion was of fuch

a nature, that he could not in deli-

cacy fupport it with his vote ; but

that he neverthelefs heartily ap-

proved of it, as he hoped it would

afford the means of enabling him

to fatisfy his enquiring county, as

to the caufe of his being difplaced

from ading as their lord lieute-

nant ; for he trufted he fliould now

hear from the mouth of feme of

the king's confidential fervants,

the reafon of his being difmilfed

from that oince. He flattered him-

felf, that his removal was not oc-

calioned by any abufe of the power

annexed to his off.ce ; and he was

happy in finding that he had not

given any offence to the people of

the county of York, either as lieu-

tenant, or by the vote he had

given ; for he had received feveral

letters from many of the mofl re-

fpcftable gentlemen in that coun-

ty, containing a full approbation

of his conduft in parliament.

The Earl of Pembroke explain-

ed the naiui-e of his difmilfion,

which he attributed entirely to ad-

vice ; as at that audience, at which

he refigned the office of lord of the

bed-chamber, he had experienced

the fame gracious reception from

his fovereign which he had ever

been wont to do. He cbferved,

that his family had been lord Heti-

enants of the county of Wilts,

ever fmce the ofHcc had been fiiil

known in England ; and he w.is

happy to find that his condud. had
been fuch upon all occafions, as

to meet the full approbation of his

county.

That.! nobleman, who had ferved

early ; long ; and with credit in the

lafl: war, joined in reprobating, in

terms of exceeding feverity, the

late promotions, as well as the in-

novations in general which were
introduced in the government of
the army. He faid, that he de-

tefled from his heart the means
made ufe of to obtain rank, con-

trary to the eftablifhed rules of fer-

vice ; and he affirmed, that the ar-

my in which fuch things were per-

mitted, mull either moulder away
fo as to be worth nothing, or elfe

become a dangerous engine in the

hands of government.

The difcretion of the crown in

the appointment and removal of its

officers, was the principal ground
of argument taken on the other

fide in oppofition to the motion.

That the crown was fully endued
with this power would not be de-

nied ; and any attempt to circum-

fcribe it, mult be confidered as a
direft and violent entrenchment on
the royal prerogative. The pro-

poled addrefs would therefore, not

militate lefs witli the principles of

right, than with all the rules of
propriety, and of refpe(^ to his

majelly ; nor indeed could the mea-
fure be fapported upon any better

ground of precedent, than what
was drawn from the conduct of the

long parliament. A conduft which
no lord on any fide of the houfe

could wifli to purfue.

That the power of the crowa
might in fome inftances be impru-
dently exercifed, was allov/ed.

Every power^ however modified.
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cr to whoever intruftcd, was lia-

ble to abufe. But they denied

that to be the cafe in the prefent

inltance. There was nothing that

dilHnguiflied the removals in quef-

tiou, from a fucceifive llream of

precedents, flowing down, from
the revolution to the prefent day,

through times which were deemed
the moft favourable to liberty.

The two noble lords, they faid,

held their offices merely through
the favour of the crown, and
coi'.ld therefore have no right to

complain when it was withdrawn ;

they fufFered no injury, for they

loll nothing which they could call

their own. Was this then fuffi-

cicnt ground for a motion, which
went to annihilate one of the firft

and the moll necellary preroga-

tives of the crown, that of choof-

ing its own fervants ?

A great law lord endeavoured
with his ufual ability to Ihew,

the various inconveniences and
mifchiefs which mull arife, from
its being once ellablilhed as a
principle of acting, that the royal

will was fubje(^ to parliamentary
controul and examination, upon
every exercife, which prudence
and rcafon might didate, of thofe

powers which the conititution had
veiled in the crown, of promot-
ing or removing its own officers.

He contended, that it would not

only be fubverfive of the royal

prerogative, deltruilive of all

public fervicc, order, and fubor-
dination, and pcrfonally degrad-
ing to the fovereign, but that

it would involve parliament itfclf

in continual and inextricable dif-

ficukics. if fuch a precedent
was once eftablilhed, the whole
time of the houfe would be taken
a^ with complaints, appeals, ard

addrefTes ; and they would at

length become fo numerous and
perplexed, that they never coulJ

be able to fee their way through

thorn. He feemed, however, not

much better fatisfied with refpetl

to the right, than to the expt-

dience and propriety, of parlia-

ment at all interfering in fuch

matters as touched upon the royal

prerogative.

The learned lord likewife call-

ed for the evidence to fupport

the charge. No manner of proof,

he faid, had been laid before their

lordlhips, nor had any attempt even

been made to prove, that the dif-

miffion of the noble marquis, or

of the noble earl, proceeded from

any vote they had given in that

houfe; confequently, till feme

fadl was Hated, or proof made,

it could not be decent to ap-

proach the throne on the fubjecl;

but would on the contrary, in

his opinion, be highly imprapcr>

and even difrefpeflful.

The lords in oppofition ac-

knowledged in the cleareil terms,

that the unlimited, unreftrained

difcretion of the crown, in a

choice of perfons to fill the offices

of the Hate, was an inherent, in-

difputable prerogative, veiled in

it for the beft and wifell pur-

pofes ; but it was a prerogative or

right, the exercife of which, as

well as of every other power or

right the crown enjoyed, was fub-

]ct\ to the controul and animad-

vcrfion of parliament. It was,

like them, exercifed by counfel

and advice ; and if improperly

exercii'ed, as in other inftaiices,

fuhjefled the advifers to enquiry ;

and if it appeaid upon that en-

quiry, that the ca !"e wis not

fuch as to jullif) the advic.-, fub-

[l] 2 jeaed
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jefled them to cenfiire, to remo- of having fillc gowns, and the

val, or to punilhment.—This was dignities of the church, confer-

what was meant by a difcretio- red upon men every way unfitted,

nary power being veiled in the by habit, education, or learning,

crown ; it was neither more nor for fuch ftatioas ; men totally ig-

norant both of law and of gof-

pel ?

On this occafion, the Marquis

meant no more than a power or a- of Rockingham entered as deeply

bility to ad, which was after into the abufcs relative to the mi-

fubjedl to the controul and dif- litia, as the military lords did

cuflion of parliament. But when- into thofe of the army. He en-

ever that power was llretched be- deavoured to fhew, that the ten-

yond its due limits, when it was dency and effeft of all the laws

wantonly and intentionally abuf- which had for feveral years been

ed, it immediately changed its paffed relative to that body, went

nature ; it was then no longer diredly to draw it daily nearer

difcretionary, it became arbitrary and nearer, to the model and con-

and tyrannical. dition of a Handing army. He
The Duke of Richmond, in ftated its original nature, with the

contradidlion to fome of the af- motives and defign of its inftitu-

fertions made, and dodlrines now tion ; and then endeavoured to

laid down, quoted the debates of fhew how it had been warped to

that houfe in the year 1733, and purpofes entirely different. And,

the fpirited proteA then entered, after feveral mafterly obfervations

upon the crown's difmifling Lord on the fubjeft, declared, that

Cobham and the Duke of Bolton under fuch circumftances, if the

from their places., This he hop- lieutenants of counties were to be

cd would ftrike the lords as a pre- difmifTed for their conduct in par-

cedent fully fatisfadlory, for the llament, and for differing in po-

right of parliament to regulate litical opinions with the minilters

the abufe of difcretion in the for the time being, the only dif-

crown ; and he hoped the cir- ference he could make between a

cumftance of the late Earl of ffanding ^rmy, and a militia fo

Bathurft, being at the head of the conllituted and governed, was,

peers who figned that proteft, that (for feveral reafons which he

would have its due effed on the fpecified) he would give a prefe-

Lord Prefident of the council, rence to the former,

(then prefent) in inducing him It was remarked, that the

to fupport the fentiments of his fmalleft anfwer was not made by

noble father. The duke appeal- the court lords, to the numerous

cd, with refpeft to the late pro- charges which were made on the

motions in the army, to the law other fide, with refpeft to the

lords, and to the bench of bifli- government both of the army and

ops ; alking the learned lord on the militia. Excepting it fhould

the wool-fack, and the right re- be confidered as fuch, that a no-

verend prelate, at the head of that ble lord in office, who had been

bench, how they would approve lately ambaffador in Paris, fpoke

a few
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a few words in vindication of the

promotion of his late fecretary.

Colonel Fullarton ; who he faid

was a gentleman of fuch known
and tried charader, that he could

venture to anfwer for his fupport-

ing the character of a foldier with

fpirit and propriety ; that he had

liberally offered to raife a regi-

ment ; and that the llate of pub-

lic affairs rendered it necelTary to

encourage fuch zeal for his ma-
jefty's fervice.

The attention of the houfe was

much drawn by the Duke of De-
vonfhire's fpeaking fur the firll

time, in public, upon thii quef-

tion. This he did with a iirm-

nefs and facility, which feldom

accompanies a fine effay in parlia-

ment ; and with a moderation,

and an air of fmcerity, which

feemed to gain the hearts of thofe

without the bar, while an univer-

fal filence reigned wuhin. He
faid he had hitherto been lilent on
all the political qucftions on which

he had voted, becaufe fpeaking

in public was not agreeable to his

temper. But he obferved, that

fuch..was now the deplorable fitu-

ation of his country, that he

fhould think himfelf bafe, dege-

ner^itc, and unworthy the name

and charader of a man who had
its intereft at heart, if he re-

mained any longer without an
exprefs and unequivocal declara-

tion of his fentiments. He fup-

ported the motion, approved the

county meetings and affociations,

and llrongly condemned the con-
du6l of adminiftration.

He concluded by renouncing
all party motives, and party

views. He had nothing to hope
for but the peace, profperity and
welfare of his native country. He
could have no temptation to en-

courage domeflic broils or civil

confufion. He had a confidera-

ble Itake to lofe, and he was inte-

relted as an Engl-fhman, for the

prefervation of tae conftitution,

and the invaluable rights, liber-

ties, and privileges derived from
it.

The quellion being put at 1

1

o'clock, the motion was rejeflei

on a divifion, by a majority of

92, including 26 proxies, to 39,
including 8 proxies. The Duke
of Richmond, who held the Duke
of Lcinlter's proxy, refufed to

give it ; as a mark, undoubted-

ly, of his diiapprobation of that

mode of voting.

I^J 3
CHAP.
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CHAP. VII.

Order of the Jay for going into a committee on Mr. Burke's efahlijhmsnt

hill, ^cfiion of competency farted. Debated. Oppcftion i>fji, that

the decifon of that qufion Jhould take . place of the order of the day,

^nefiion for the order of tbe^day, carried, upon a njcry cloje di-vifon.

Debates in the cornmittee on the firji clauje of the eftablipme-nt hill, for
abolijhing the cjfice of third fecretary of fate. Claife rejeBed, after

'very long debates, upon a di-vifon, by a njery fmall tnajority. Long de-

hates in the committee, on a fubfequent day, upon that claiife of the ejla-

bliJhjKent bill, for abolijhing the board of trade, ^ejlion for abolijhing

that board, carried upon a di<vifon. Difference bet--iVeen the fpeaker and
the minijier. Mr. Fullartcn^s complaint of the Earl cf Shelburne. IJfue

of that affair in Hyde Park. Notice gi-uen by Sir fames Lo%<:ther, of an
hitended motion, for prej'er'ving the Jreedom of debate in parliament

.

Subjcil confderably agitated. Warmly refentcd fwiil^oiit doors. Ad-
dri'ffes of congratulation to the Earl of Shelburne on his reco-uery. Dan-
ger to nxihich Mr. Fox and he had been expofed} attributed to their zeal in

the Jervice of their country. Cor.trazors bill brought in by Sir Philip

Jennings Clerks, and carried through the Houfe of Ccmmcns iisithout a
di--jifion. Great debates on the claufe in Mr. Burke's ejiabl/jhment bill,

fcr aholijhnig the offices cf tre/ifurer of the cha?nber, a7id others, ^ej-
tion, on the. firJi mejnher of the clauje, loft upon a dii'ifon. Succeeding

quefions rejeded. Debates on the tnitiifer's motion for giijing notice to

the Euft India company, of the paying off their capital foek at the end cf
three years. Prc-vious queftion moved^ and loji on a di'vifon. Motion
o-gaivji recei-uing the report of Uhe tietu taxes, until the petitions of the

people •xvere confdered, rrjcded upon a di'-uifcn by a great majority. Earl

of Effngham's motion in the Houfe of Lords, for a lijl of places, pcii-

jions, iffc. held by members of that houfe, rejeSied upon a di'vifion.

TN two days after the difpofal the houfe to enter into any dlfcuf-

J^ of the quelHon rehative to the fion whatever, relative to tlic king's

Marquis of Carmarthen and the civil lill revenue or eiiablifliment.

Earl of Pembroke, the order of This gentleman, who had hi-

March 8fh ^^" ^^^ ^^^ g^i^S '''"'^o therto fpoken rather ainbiguoufly

a committee on T/Ir. with regard to that plan of reform,

Burke's eftabliQunent bill, beir.g after exprefling now his higheft

called for in the Houfe of Com- approbation of force parts of it,

mons, a gentleman who has Icng condemned, in terms equally ex-
pofleffed an office, which, efpc- plicjt, thofe which reached in any
cially during the prefent war, has degree to the civil lift ; as well as

been generally confidered as being the interference of parliament at

by much th'- molt lurr^ivc of cbe all in that expenditure. He faid,

ftate, llartcd an uno.pefted qi.^cf- that for his own part, he had ever

tion, upon the inccrnpctenct of cpnfidcred, and ever Oiould, that

the
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tht civil lift revenue was as much
and as fully his majefty's, as any

determinable ellate, enjoyed by

r.ny perfon prefent, was his imme-
diate property. That revenue had

been fettled on his majelty, at his

acceffipn, for life ; which was an

intereil no power on earth could

deprive him of widiout manifeft

injuftice ; confequently, that part

of the honourable gentleman's

bill, which went to the controul of

the civil lift, and to an apprnpiia-

tion of the fuppofed favings to

arife from the reform, was an at-

tempt no lefs contrary to precedent

than to juftice. It would not on-

ly, in its confequences, degrade

the fovereign, but it would reduce

him to the ftate of a precarious

peniloner ; whofe uncertain fti-

pend, lelTened at will, would be

at all times liable to ftill further

reduflion. And to v/hat purpofe

was this violence and injulHce to

beofF.-red?—to le.Ten the fappofed

influence of the crown. He had

heard a great deal of the ioiiaence

of the crown ; but he believed that

influence was never lefs known or

felt than during the prefent reign ;

and this he could fpeak from expe-

rience.

He declared, that he had nei-

ther confulted the noble minifter,

nor any other perlbn within or

withv'rjt the houfe upon the fubjecl.

It was his own opinion, and he was
determined to avow it, wi:hout

any expedation or wifh of fuppoi t,

further than v/aat it might be enti-

tled to on its own intrinfic merit.

He was apprehenfive that he was
rather diforderly, as the order of
tlie day for going into a commit-
tee, llood in the way ; but it was
a fubjcrt on which he wiibed to

take tijc fenfe of the houfe ; aad

he applied to the chair for direc-

tion, in what manner to bring it

forward.

Although it was contended on
the other fide, that the principle

of the bill was already fully a<f-

mitted, as well by the melTage

from the throne, which included

the royal confent, in what related

to its particular interelb, as by
its being referred, v/ithout oppofx»

tion, from the fecond reading, to a

committee ; yet it was not thought

fitti:ig to fpend much time on that

ground ; but to take much ftronger,

and diref^tiy to combat the doftrine

itfelf, withoat regard to the mode
of bringing it forward.

It was maintained, by a great

variety cf arguments, that the fo-

vereign, in this country, did not

pCiTefs any part of his revenue, as

a private or diilincl property. That
the crown held no public right, or

public property, but as a truil,. for

the benefi: of the people. It could

in truth gain or lofe nothing ; be-

caufe it enjoyed all it poffcHed as a

favour, and for the attainment of

certain defined or implied pur-

pofes ; which purpofes were un-

derltood, to be good government,

and the well-being of the ftate.

The prerogatives of the crown,

the hiHiell and molt tranfcendant

parts ot Its power, were created

by, and ought of courfe to be ex-

ercifed for the benefit of, the peo-

ple, who created Knd conferred

them. It was therefore to the lait

degree abfurd, to reprefent as the

private rights or property of an

individurJ, th.)fe which vcre grant-

ed and held for no other end than

tlie genera' good of the comaiu-

nity ; and every right tiis crown

enjoyed, b ing a delegated right,

was conf.quently fubjecl to cxami-

[/J 4 nation.
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nation, correcftion, and controul.

Jt was particularly, of the very

eiTcnce of that houfe, to enquire,

to regulate, and to contrcul ; and
whenever it was called for properly

by the occafion, and that they

fufpended, concealed, denied, or

refuied to exercife that right

and duty, then, every object of
their meeting and deliberation was
at an end j and they were no longer

the fcrvants of the public, or the

reprefentatives of the people who
had fent them there.

The minillers were by no means
difpofed to enter into any difcuf-

fion of this fubjedt ; and notwith-

flanding the connexion between the

gentleman kvho had moved the hu-
iinefs and them, it was foon leen

that he had aded totally indepen-
dent of their opinion and liking,

in thus bringing forward the quef-

tion of competence at fo critical

a feafon. For although they high-

ly approved of, and openly ap-
plauded the doctrine, yet they did

not by any means choofe to expofe

a qucftion of fuch importance,
and which might be fo advantage-
oufly referved until a proper op-
portunity offered, to the rifque of
an irrevocable decifion, in the pre-

fent ftate of things without doors,

and of temper, which that Hate
of things had produced, within.

Nor would the alteriiative of its

being cr.rried in their favour, (a

matter, however, of great doubt)
be at all more defirable. On the

contrary, it would have feemed
fraught with great danger. For
as the ellablifhment by a vote of
the incompetence of parliament,
to fuperiiitend, or interfere, in the

civil lift expenditure, would a-

mount to a virtual, if not direft

rejeiTtion of the general prayer of

the petitions, the poffible confe-

quences of fuch a meafure, feem-

ed of too ferious a nature, to be

then thought of v/iihout a paufe.

They accordingly endeavoured

to get rid of the quellion as eafily

as pofiible, without at all bringing

it to any decifion. With much ap-

plaufe therefore of the doctrine

laid down in the propofition, and
many compliments to its framer,

they, however, declared their a-

verfcnefs to the meeting of abftradl

queftions, and mud therefore op-

pofe the dii'charging the order of
the day, and the bringing forward

of the prefent into difcuihon. They
affertcd that it could be confidered

in no other light than that of a

mere abilraft queftion, which no
man was bound to refolve. That
they never could think of difcuf-

fing fuch a quellion, unlefs it clear-

ly arofe from the immediate bufi-

nefs before the houfe. That no
perfon could fay that was the cafe

in the prefeut iuftance. The prin-

ciple contained in the piopofition

militated clearly againlt the prin-

ciple on which feveral claufes of

the bill were founded ; the matter

of both would come then fairly

and naturally before them, when
they went into the committee, and
came to conlider the feveral claufea.

Gentlemen then, who diiapproved

of any cl.iul'e, would oppofe it on
fuch grounds as appeared to them
the molt fure and conclufive ; fome
on the grounds, that the office pro-

pofed to be abolifhed was not an

ufelefs one ; others, that proofs of
the allegations contained in the bill

were necefTary ; and a third de-

fcription perhaps, that parliament

had no right to intertere in the ci-

vil lift expenditure, on any other

accouiit, tiian tiiat of notorious

abiifc,



HISTORY OF EUROPE. [137

abufe. The firft law officer of the

crown in that houle, declared, that^

he was averfe to the dilcuffion ol

the queftion, for he could fairly

affure them, that if it fhould be

put, he did not know whether he

fliould give it a negative, or an

afHnnative.

Toe nppofition inftantly per-

ceived the dilemma, in which this

propofition had involved the mini-

itcrs, and at once determined that

they fhould not get eafily out of it.

Mr. Fox firft Jei7,ed the occafion,

and in a fpeech full of iatire and

irony, as well is of ftrong fenfe,

highly complimented the right ho-

nourable framer of the propofition,

for the open, dired, and manly
language which he had held. He
had delivered his fentiments with

that firmnefs and candour which

fo uniformly charatlerizcd his con-

duct in that houie. He thanked
him moft cordially, for the oppor-

tunity which it aflbrded to both

parties to come to an ifTue. It

would fpare much time, and fave

infinite trouble. It milit?ted di-

redly againit the bill on tiie table
;

for certainly, if that houfe was
not competent to inquire into, or

contro(al the civil lilt expenditure,

the bill v\as founded in the moft

glaring injuftice. But uiiile he

gave credit for the direct open man-
ner in which the honourable gen-
tleman had declared and fupported
his opinion, he muft alfo declare,

that it involved dodrines of a moft
alarming nature ; and which ap-
peared to him to be fubverfive of
the hrft principles of the conftitu-

tion. He therefore finccrelv hoped,
that before the houfe proceeded
further, they would conlent to let

in this propofition ; and proceed
to diicufs it ; for it would be e-

qually nugatory and ridiculous, to

go into the committee oil the bill,

until the fenfe of the houfe was
taken upon that queftion. It muft
be firft gut rid of, before any one
claufe in the bill could be taken,

into confideration. He could not
at the fame lime help declaring, that

if it ftiould be refolved and deter-

mined, that parliament had not a
right to interfere, to reform, to ar-

range, and, if necefiary, to refume:

the grants they had made to the

crown for public purpofes ; in fhort,

to fee to the proper application of
the monies they had granted ; there

was at once an end of the liberties

of this coui.try. Give princes and
their minillers, faid he, the ex-
clufive riglit of difpofing of any
confiderable part of the public

treafures, and our liberties, from,

that inltant, are gone for ever.

He denied that the queftion was
abftradt, as thofe who had a mind
to get rid of it were pleafed to af-

fert. The propofition, as con-

nefted with the bill, was no ab-

ftradt queftion, becaufe it amount-
ed to a diredt and fpecific denial of

its principle, which was a tho-

rough retorm in the whole of the

civil lilt expenditure. There was

no ground for the other apprehen-

fion, that the people might be

milled by the declaration. How
milled ? Nothing could be a more
clear rejection of the petitions,

than the iuppofuion of the princi-

ple in que (lion, fairly propoled by
one gentleman, and highly ap-

plauded by thofe who would faia

poftpone it. The petitioners fay,

that ulelefs and finecure places

ought to be abolifhed ; that exor-

bitant falyries and perquifitcs ought

to be reduced. Where did thole

evils originate / In the expendi-

ture
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tare of the civil lill. Where was
the reform recommended, to ope-
xate ? Moft clearly, where the evil

exifted. But the propolition holds
that no reform cnii there operate.
It was then evident, that if the

propofition fhould appear to be the

ienfe of a majority of that houfe,

it would comprehend, one or other
of thefe two anfwers to the peti-

tions ; that, ycur petitions are ill-

founded, and no reform is necef-

fary ; or, that though they are well

founded, car hands are io tied up,

that we are incapable of afiording

you redrefs,— He declared, that

if the propofition fhould be agreed
to, by a majority of that houfe,

he fhould corifider his toils and la-

bours as at an end ; and that as his

prefence there could be of no far-

ther ufe or confequence, he never
again iliould enter it.

Mr. Burke, Mr. Townfhend,
General Conway, Mr. Dunning,
aind Oilier diftinguifhed members
of oppof.iion, took and fupported

nearly the fame ground ; diverfi-

£ed according to the characler and
genius of the feveral fpeakers,

Mr. Rigby, who introduced the

bufinefs, was altonifiied at what he
called the unaccountable mihnter-
pretation of words, or perver^on
.of fenfe, which' prevailed on the

other fide, in the interpretation

which was put upon his propofi-

tion. Ke declared with energy,
that he would not readily refign

the -firll place, to any man, v.ho

fhould profefs to entertain a more
warm and Heady ^eal for the liber-

ties of his country, than himfelfj

and that it was with no fmall de-
gree of furprize and emotion, he
iieard fentinients imputed to him,
tending to the overthrow of the

conftiiutiqt}. He appealed to all

who heard him, whether he had
uttered a fyllable, which the moft
fertile imagination could fo inter-

pret. No man revered the rights

of the conil;tation more, or would
go farther in maintaining the rights

of the people, within that houfe,

where only, in his opinion, fo long

as parliament exifted, they could
be conltitutionally defended. He
maintained the right of the people
to petition every branch of the ie-

gifiature ; but it was in that houfe

only, that their voice cculd be
fairly known and acknowledged ;

and from thence only it conld be
furely and fafely collefted.—He
ftill adhered firmly to his original

opinion, and to the propofitioa

founded upon it ; and notwith-

ftanding the difficulty in which th'c

quellion involved adminiftration,

fupported the oppofition in their

intention of bringing it to a de-

cifion ; declaring, that as he would
not be bullied out of his propofi-

tion by one fide of the houle, fo

he was refolved not to be flattered

or cajoled out of it by the other.

The friends of adminiftration en-

deavoured all they could to foften,

and in fome meafure to explain

away, the apparent (cvSe and
meaning, or at leaft that in which

it had been firft underftood, of the

propofition. Nor did they only

attempt to refcue it from the fenle

put upon it by their adverfaries ;

but likewife from feme part of

that, which had in the beginning

dravv'n forth applaufe on their own
fide. They infifted, that it did

not by any means involve in it a

denial of the right to reform a-

bufes ; but that it only afferted,

that it would be unjuft to interfere

in the civil lift expenditure, with-

out proper" proof cf abufe, previ-

ous
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ous to the interference. And this

inaxim, they faid, was fuppoited

by the conltitution ; admitting the

right to exift, in the ftrongeft man-

ner in which it had been Icated or

fuppofed on the other iide. But

3S the purport of the propofuion

had already been inilconceived or

mifreprefcnted within doors, there

could be no doubt, that it would

be much more mifconceived, and

mifrcprefented, out of doors. And
they could not help faying and

thinking, that the eagernefs (hewn

to bring tl;e right honourable gen-

tleman's propofition under dilcuf-

fion, could proceed frcai no other

motive, than that if the houfe

ihould agree to it, it might fur-

nifh grounds for fpreading talfe ru-

mours, and creating popular delu-

fion.

I'his change of ground, pro-

duced fome awkward utuations and

circamftances, which afforded room
for laughter and farcafm on the

other fide. As to limiting the right

of controul, to the previous proof

of abufe, it was faid to be ridicu-

loas. How was the abufe to be

dilcovered or proved, but by exa-

mination and enquiry? If parlia-

ment was competent to the correc-

tion of an abufe, they muft be

competent to the means of its dif-

covery. To talk of any power of
controul, without that of enquiry,

or of enquiry without ihat of con-

troul, was too abfurd to deferve an
anfwcr. The fuppofed injuflice

of enqniiy, before the proof of
abufe, was, if polfihle, njore fo

;

and could be only equalled by the

fippofition, that although a man
ouyht to be punifhed for the com-
milfion of a crime • yet it would
be u:ij\i!l to try him, until his

guiU was proveJ.
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The quellion now before th«

houfe, and on which both parties

were to bring forward their utmoft

force, was, whetb.er, according to

the order of the day, it fhould be
refolved into a commi'.tee on Mr,
Barke's bill, or whether thejr

ihould firft enter into a difcuflion

of, and decide upon, Mr. Rigby's
propofuion. The queiiion being

put about nine o'clock, the refo-

lution for the order of the day wa»
ca.rried, by a majority of fix only,

the numbers being 205, to 199,
This divifion was marked by rhs

fingular circumftance, of Mr.
Rigby's voting in the minority,

and in oppofuion to all his friends

in admin illration.

The firft claufe in the bill, and
confequently the firll queftion be-
fore the committee, was that for

abolifliing the office of third fecre-

tary of llate, otherwife fecretary

for the coIo lies ; which was after-

wards modified to the fimple de-

fcription of one of his majeity'R

principal fecretaries of ilate.

Much of the ground, which we
have formerly had occafion pretty

accurately to mark out, on the ap-

plications of the crown to parlia-

ment, for the difcharge of the ci-

vil lill debts, and for an addition of

revenue to that cftabliriimcnt, and
which we have fince likewife feeii

not unfrcqently trodden upon ether

occafions, was now again gone
over by both parties ; and its

principal pofitions flrongly and
warmly difputed. The tenure by
which the crown held the civil lill

revenue, was again agitated ; the:

friends of adminiltr.uion confider-

ing it as a life ellatc ; as exclulive

and pvivate property. The right

of parliament to interfere at all,

and in any cafe, in its difpofal or

expendiiur^-.
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expenditure, was rather doubtfully

ipoken of by the moll guarded and
temperate, who pdid feme atten-

tion to the tendernefs and difiiculty

of the ground; but others, parti-

cularly ibme in high olhce, abfo-

lutely denied it, without qualifi-

cation or referve. But if the right

of interference were admitted, the

Eiiniilers coiice;ui';d, that it mui}
be in cafes of g ofs abufe, prcvi-

ouily and incontrovertibly proved.

When that was once done, that

houfe was undoubtedly competent
to point out to the fovereign, the

proper mode of removing and cor-

recting them ; but that mode was
not by pafiing a law of refump-
tion ; an extremity, which if at

all reforted to, it flwuld only be in

Ibme cafe of the lafl: neccffity, when
all other means had been tried, and
Lad been found iiieffedual.

But even fuppofing that it were
right and fit for parliament to in-

terfere upon motives of public ce-

conomy, another queflion would
arife, whether the objedl to be at-

tained, namely the faving pro-

pofed, was of that magnitude to

juftify the houfe, not only in an
innovation, but in the fuppreffion

of an ufeful and neceffary office.

For in the contemplation of the

committee, it mud be deemed an

ufeful and neceffary office, until

the contrary was clearly proved.

They were not to ellimate the of-

fice that was propofed to be abo-

lifhed, merely upon its own in-

trinfic value ; but they were like-

wife to confider what the meafure

of abolifhment led to. I'he claufe

before them, formed but a part,

and a very fmall part indeed, of

the multifiirious bill to wliich it

belonged. Bat if the propriety

of thii claufe Ihould be ellablilhed,

^

the fame principle would reach to

every other part of the bill ; and
its effefts would be extended to all

the branches of the royal houfliold,

and even diftnrb the domelUc ar-

rangements within the palace.

But conlidering the claufe mere-
ly upon its own proper ground,
and fuppofmg the bill to be formed
on the ientiments contained in the
petitions, would any gentleman
venture to declare that the office

was a fmecure ; that it was attend-
ed with exorbitant fees, perqui-
fites, or emoluments ; that it was
a heavy, expenfive eirablifhment ;

or, that it was a fource of much
induence in that houfe ? It per-
haps would be faid, that it was
uielefs and unneceflary. J( that

ground is taken, let the gentle-

men on the other fide bring for-

ward their evidence ; let them de-
monllrate to the committee that it

is fo ; but let not affertion pafs

for proof, nor mere opinion for

argument. It will then be incum-
bent upon them to eftablifh the

right as well as the expediency
of interfering, and of refuming
the giant made to the fovereign on
his acceffion ; a grant which he
received as an equivalent for that

ample revenue, to which he was
entitled, from the inffant of his

being proclaimed king of this

country ; and they will ilill be
called upon to {hew, that the re-

form is not only juit and neceilary,

but that the mode propofed, is the

only one, or the belt, which could

poffibly be carried into execution.

They expefted, they faid, to

hear it obferved, that the abolifli-

ing of the office in quellion would
be no innovation, as it was only of

modern date, and of a few years

Handing ; but to provide againll

£hi«
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this they ftated, that there had

been a third fecretary of ftate, fo

early as the reign of Edward the

\lth. and that even in the late

reign, (which it was now become

fo much the fafliion invldioufly

to hold out as the objed of all

praife, and as the purell model of

all public and political virtue)

that ofiice had fubfifted for feveral

years ; fo that, in fadl, it was not

a new office, but an old one, re-

cently revived. Bat independent

of that, whether the office was old

or new, there was an objedlion of

much greater weight to the pro-

pofed claufe ; for if it was carried,

it would give rife to a moll alarm-

ing and dangerous precedent; it

would eftablilh it as a maxim, that

the legiflature were the only pro-

per judges of the detailed exercife

of the executive power. A prin-

ciple which would affect every efla-

bliihment already made, or which

might be hereafter made ; and at

the fame time, that it diverted

the crown of one of its moii

valuable rights and prerogatives,

would difable it from difcharging

the duties verted in it by the con-

iVitution, by taking away the right

and exercife of judgment, with

refpeft to the manner in which it

could moft faithfully and eftedu-

ally difcharge thofe duties.

The mover of the bill, and
thofe who fupported him, in an-

fwer to what had been advanced,
of the impropriety and iiijullicc of
interference or punilhment, v.itii-

out previous proof of the abufe,

drew a line of dirtinftion between
the judicial and legiflative capacity
of parliament. Jn the former,
they were undoubtedly to proceed,
in all cafes, upon legal evidence.

In the latter, thev were totally dif-

charged from that attention. They
were then in the exercife of judg-
ment, upon the general view and
rtate of public affairs ; and they
not only had a right, but it was
their duty, to frame fuch rcn-ula-

tions as they judged necellary,

with refpeft to the better govern-
ment of the country, whether with

regard to the prcfent fecurity, or

to the future prefervation of the

conrtitution. it was even a jeft to

fuppofe that parliament had not a

right of interference and controul,

with refpeft to that moft facred of
all things, private property, v/hen

it concerned the public benefit, or

even convenience. Was there a
week during their fitting in which
this right was not exercifed ? Was
there a turnpike bill, a ftreet bill,

an inland navigation, or a private

road bill, in which this inter-

ference and controul were not pre-

dominant ? or in which private

right, pleafure, or convenience,

was not obliged to give way to

public ufe :

But they reprobated, in terms of
unufual indignation, that dodrine
held out, in this enlightened age,

and in the face of a Britiih par-

liament, that the civil lift revenue,

(in which all the purpofes of the

politics, law, order, and good
cecononiy, of the rtate are in-

volved) was to be confidered as a

perfonal eftate, and as mere pri-

vate property, whilft parliament

was vshoUy incompetent to the iu-

perintendence and controul of the

expenditure. This dextrine, faid

Mr. Burke, is not even toryiun.

It is the abrtrad principle of ja-

cobitifm itfelf. The tory fc.heme

indeed holds monarchy high, nor

~nly as the perfedion of govern

-

mtnt. but ac the fole mode of it

which
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which can poffibly be good ; nnd
therefore it prefers the very de-

fpotifm and tyranny of kings, to

any plan, or any adminiftration of

a commonwealth. But this doc-

trine, grofly erroneous as it is,

ilill proceeds upon principles of

go\xrnment, and en grounds of

public good. But jacobitifm, fup-

pofes the adminiilration of the

l^ate a matter of private property,

to be held and tranfmitted as an

inheritance ; and the unhappy ad-

herents to that caufe, always ar-

gued it as a defcent of an eftate,

according to the rules and maxims
of private jurifprudence. But if

this principle of jacobitifm be ab-

furd with regard to government

itfelf, it muil be equally abfurd

with regard to any revenue pof-

fcffed by government. Corrcdiy

fpeaking, government as fuch, can

have no properly. The whole is

a truft. Bat the property of the

fubjed is no trult. It is that, for

the fecurity of which, truils were

made ; and this trull: of govera-

inent, and all its revenue, among
the reft. Property was not made
by government, but government

hy and for it. The one is pri-

mary and felf-exiftcnt ; the other

is fecondary and derivative. He
contended therefore, that all fuch

ellates being trufts, it makes very

little difference, whether they arc

for years, or life, or hereditary.

It alters their tenure, but not their

nature. They are all objedls of

public cognizance, whenever they

become abufive or inconvenient

enough to call for inTpetSlion and

reformation.

And fiiall the fervruit, the crea-

ture of the people, laid they, be

reprefented by ireafonable fubjcfis.

by falfe and pretended friends, a£

claiming an inherent, felf-created

original, and a divine right, in the

voluntary grants of that people for

whofc good he received it, and for

whole good it m.ay be refumed?
This is the highell: pinnacle of
del'potifm ; nor can it ever rife

liighcr. It is eftabliihing that

oaious and detellable principle,

which experience has already fhewn
to be totally fubverfive of all that

is generous, libera!, great, noble,

or excellent, in the human nature

and charader, namely, that the peo-
ple are made for kings, inftead of
their being made for the people.

The oppofition were exceedingly

vehement, and feemed to bear every

thing befjre them, on this ground.

Indeed, almoil all the eloquence,

powers of argument, and force of
language, on that fide of the

houle, were particularly direi^ed

to it. The boldell: cf the minifte-

rial phalanx, they faid, had Ihrunk

back, and were afraid to meet the

queition, when every endeavour
Vv'as ui'ed to bring it fairly and
nakedly into difcuffion ; and yet

they now venture covertly to adopt

and fupport the principle. Mr. Fox
exclaimed, v/ith his ufual fervor

and animation. Good God 1 had he

been allt^ep ? how had he been loft

to himleH ? to what little purpofc

had his education, his knowledge,

and his experiente, been attained,

if it was a dodrine ellablillied in

that houfe, that the king was to

be uncontrouled in his civil lift.

Did men know v.hat they were
aflerting, when they held fuch lan-

guage ? Were they fo blind as

really to fee no danger in it ?

Were tiiey fo ignorant, or fo to-

tally left to the will of others, as

t«
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to maintain a dodrine which went

to the diffblution of the compadl

between the king and the people ?

Did not the very nature of the

trvifc delegated to the fovereign,

render his accounts fubjeft to the

infpedion of parliament ? Had
not fuch infpeftion been the uni-

form praflice of parliament ? How-
fared it with James the Second ?

Was not that unhappy king, who
preferred a wretched penfion from

the crown of France, to the go-

vernment of a great empire ac-

cordine to its laws and conlHtu-

tion, deprived of his whole reve-

nue by parliament ?

The oppofition further urged,

that the hiftorical fafls ftatcd on

the other fide, to fhew that an

office fimilar to that now in quellion

had formerly exilled, was nothing

more, they faid, to the purpofe,

than the bringing of proofs which

were not intended, that the ufe-

leflhefs of the office being difco-

vered upon trial, it was therefore

difcontinued. It would be a mat-
ter of little confequence now, that

a dozen fecretaries had been em-
ployed through the folly or caprice

of any of our ancient princes

;

if that fort of argument vyent to

any thing, it would be to the

revival of all the ufelefs and dan-
gerous offices, which the wifdom
of pad kings, or the integrity of
former parliaments, had been ap-
plied to aboliih. The point be-
fore the committee, was merely
the qucftion of utility, or inutilitv,

with rcfpei!l to that office. It

would he fufficient to obferve on
th.it fiibjefl, that this country had
X;'ircd itfelfto the higheil pitch of
power and national glory, and that

her colonies had rifen to a degree
of wealth, power, and population.

unknown in the hiftory of any
other mother country under the
fun, when we employed no more
than t.vo fecretaries of ftate ; and
that every feature in that pic-

ture of complete human feli-

city was inltantly reverled upon
the appointment of a third.

Through that appointment, we
not only loit thofe very colonies,

but th^y were converted into our
bitter enemies ; along with the lofs

of our colonies and commerce, we
had fufered fuch degrees of dif-

grace and degradation, in the eyes

of all Europe, as this country
never before experienced ; and
through the fame caufe, we were
plunged in the prefent contell: with-

Our powerful and hereditary ene-
mies, which tended to our in-

evitable ruin. Was any thing

more neceflary to fhew, that this

office was at ieall totally ulel^is ;

and that if not originally j.iif-

chievous in its nature, it had how-
ever proved fatally ruinous in its

eiFeft ?

They concluded by obferving,

that it would appear to a ftranger,-

from the arguments ufed by the

friends of adminiftration, that they
were endeavouring to deprive the

king of the money allotted for his

privy purfe, or to curtail the

means of his perfonal pleafures,

araufements, or .f'atisfaftion. Could
any perfon be fo blind as not to

fee, or any member of that houfe

fo ignorant as not to know, that

the oLjecls were totally diifercn:?

That the propcfed reform went to

that great part of the civil lilt erta-

bliihnicnt, which being dedicated

to public purpofes, was confe-

quently liable to public reform ;

and in wiiich the iovcreign aifllng

only as trulico for the pccple,

coald<
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could have no other perfonal inte-

rell, than that which was fo con-

llantly denied, of fupporting an

undue and corrupt influence. But

at any rate, that revenue, like all

others, muft be afFefted by the

exigencies of the times, and pro-

portioned to the ability of the

public, by which it was granted

and paid. It would be too ridi-

culous to fuppofe otherwife. At

the accefiion of his majclly, when

a large revenue was granted to him

for life, the nation was great,

flourifhing, and glorious beyond

example. The liberality of the

grant, was fuited to the felicity of

the time. The fmallell notice was

not then given, of the fatal de-

figns which were in embrio, or of

the ruinous meafures that were to

be purfued. It was fo impoflible

to have forefeen the fublequent

public lofTes and calamities of his

reign, that they could not have

hetn conceived even in thought.

The lofs of America, and of our

Weft India iflands, was never fug-

gelled, even in a dream, to the

wildeft vifionary. That great re-

venue mud partake of the nature

of all human eftablifhments. The
fuperftruaiure can have no greater

ftabili ty, than the foundation on

which it was raifed. Even fup-

pofmg, what can never be admit-

ted, that the granters had no

power of revocation or recal, ftill

the revenue mult depend upon

their ability to pay it. To fup-

pofe that the eftablifhments of the

fovereign would not be afFeded by

the public diftreffes and calamities,

by the lofs of dominion, and the

lubtraclion of wealth and power

from the ftate, was fuch an abfur-

dity as not to deferve anfwer or

notice. It was fcarcely lefs than

1780.

treafon to royalty, even to fuppofe

that the fovereign would not wil-

lingly participate in the evil, as

well as in the good fortune of his

people. Was it poflible that thofe

fycophants, thofe falfe pretended

friends, who held out that doc-

trine, and would reprefent the

king as not wiftiing to lighten the

burthens, or relieve the diftreffes

of his fubjcfts, were ignorant of
the incurable wound which they

would thereby inflift on the royal

name andcharadler r

At a quarter before three o'clock

in the morning, the committee di-

vided, when the ofiice of third is-

cretary of ftate was prefcrved by
a majority of feven only ; the

numbers being 201, in fupport of

the claufe of reform, to 208, by
whom it was oppofed. Such was
the iffue, of one of the longeft and
hardeft fought days, that perhaps

ever was known in an Englifti

Houfe of Commons ; nor was the

labour greater than the ability,

or than the parliamentary (kill and
generalftiip difplayed on both fides.

The minifters finding the torrent

ftrong againft them within and
without doors, rather oppofed their

adverfaries indiredly, and with ef-

forts to gain time, than with many
arguments to the abftradt ftate of

the queftion ; and in this point

they fhewed great patience and

dexterity. They even took advan-

tage from their prefent vveaknefs.

The low ftate of the minifter's ma-
jorities, was brought as an argu-

ment to prove that the influence

of the crown was not increafed

;

and one gentleman in oflice threw

out, that if the noble lord was

not better fupportcd, it would be

in vain for him to attempt any

longer to carry on the public

bulinefs.
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bufinefs. On the other fide, the

prcfent Hate of divifions was attri-

buced to the temper and fenfe of the

people without doors ; and they uni-

verfally and heartily fiibfcribed to

the latter propofition.

The aboHtion of the board of

trade, was the next claufe of Mr.
,, , . Burke's bill which
March nth. , ,

•^ came under the con-

fideration of the committee. The
great objedt of debate was, on one

fide to fhew its utility, and on the

other, to prove it totally ineificient,

ufelels, and when at any time ac-

tive, either mifchievous or ridicu-

lous, but of late dwindled into a

mere fmecure office, which anfwer-

ed no other purpofe whatever, than

that of providing clglit members
for that houfe, and fecuring their

votes and ferviccs to the minifler,

at an income or penfion of a thou-

fand pounds a year each. The firft

ground was taken up very much
at large, with a very laborious de-

tail, and great knowledge of the

hillory of the office, by a gentle-

man who fat at that board. The
oppofite ground was taken by the

framer of the bill ; who befides

iupporting it with his ufual llrength

of argument, threw out fuch an in-

finity of wit, fatirc, and ridicule

upon the fubjeft, as to excite a very

unufual degree of pleafantry in the

houfe. The main line of his ar-

gument was to fhew, that when the

bufinefs of trade and plantations

had been managed by a committee
of council without falaries, it had
been attended by perfons of greater

rank, weight, and ability, and that

bufinefs of far more difficilhy and
. delicacy was better difpatchcd, and
with more expedition and fatisfac-

tion, than fmce the appointment
Vol. XXIII.

of the board of trade ; and this

pofition he fupported with com-
parifons ol affairs, times, anecdotes
of perfons, and with references to

the council books, which gave great
Hvelinefs and interell to this de-
bate.

The queftion was not called, un-
til a quarter paft two o'clock in the

morning ; when the claufe for abo-

lifhing the board of trade was car-

ried in the affirmative by a majo-
rity of eight ; the numbers being,

in fupport of the quelHon 207,
to 199 who voted for the fup-

port and continuance of the ella-

bliihment.

Such was the firft of the great

defeats received by adminiftration,

and which fo much diftinguifhed

the prefent feffion from all others of
late years. A defeat of fuch a na-

ture, as would in any other period

have proved fatal to any admini-

ftration. Some members of the

oppofition, endeavoured to perfuade

the lords of trade to withdraw be-
fore the divifion ; on the ground of
indecency, in their voting on a quef-

tion in which they u'ere fo imme-
diately and perfonally concerned.

If this had been agreed to, it would
have about doubled their majority.

But the queftion was too trying,

and the feafon too critical, to make
fuch a facrifice to delicacy or punc-

tilio; and the conduft of the Ame-
rican fecretary, on the late divifion

in his own cafe, was a fufficient pre-

cedent for the prefent, to keep the

refufal in countenance.

It was in this d^^bate firft difco-

vered, or at leaft firft publicly known,
that the fpeaker, and admlniftra-

tion, were not upon good terms.

Mr. Fox having called on the fpeak-

er, for his private opinion as a
[A] member.
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member, and his profefllonal as a
great lawyer, on the quelHon of
competency in parliament with rc-

fpedl to the controul of the civil

lilt revenue. Sir Fletcher Norton,

after ilatin^ feveral caufes which
rendered lum extremely averfe to

the giving of any opinion in that

houfe, except in his official capa-

city, likewiie obferved, that a pri-

vate opinion which he had for-

merly given on a great law quef-

tion in that houfe, and which he
.thought himfelf profeflionally called

upon to give, (fuppofed to allude

to a clauie in the royal marriage

bill) as well as in compliance with

fche apparent defire, and feeming
wifli of the houfe, not only fub-

jcded him to a mifinterpretation

of his conduft, but he had alfo the

miifortune to find, had given great

offence in a quarter, where he cer-

tainly did not intend or wifh to give

any.

He afterwards obferved, that the

noble lord at the head of affairs, had
long withdrawn all frie^pdfhip and
confidence from him. ;'. That from
the time of his reporting the fenfe

of that houle at the bar of the

other, on occafion of prefenting the

money bills, for the difcharge of
the civil lift debts, and the increafe

of its revenue, all appearances even
of frieiidfliip, confidence, and good
will, had ceafed on the fide of the

noble lord. He was flill at a lofs

even to guefs, what juft caufe of
offence he had then given. What
he had done upon that occafion

was, to the bell of his judgment,
only in difcharge of his duty. If
he had afted wrong, it arofe from
error, not from defign ; and what-
«ver others might think of his con-

Uuit, he had Ui® fatisfadlion, of iu

having been unanimoufly appror-

ed of by that houfe.—He hinted

at injury in a recent tranfaftion,

from which the minifter and he
mull from thenceforward ftand

upon the moll inequivocal terms.

He declared that he was not a

friend to tlie noble lord, and that

he had repeated and convincing

proofs, that the noble lord was not

his friend. The time was not yet

arrived, he faid, when it would be
proper to make the circum fiances

of the tranfadlion public. But if

the noble lord did not do him juf-

tice, he would flate the particulars

to the houfe ; and he would fubmit

to them, how far he was bound to

remain in a fituation, where a per-

formance of the duties annexed to

it, fubjedled him to grofs and fla-

grant injury.

The miniller equally pleaded ig-

norance and innocence, accompa-
nied with no fmall degree of fur-

prize at the charge. Enquiry, ex-

planation, and talking the fubjedl

over, inilead of mollifying matters,

only ferved to blow them up to a
flame ; and at length induced the

fpeaker to depart from his preced-

ing avowed intention, of referving

for future contingencies, his difclo-

fure of the caufe of complaint.

He accorduigly Hated, that upon
the death of the late fpeaker, he

had been ftrongly folicited by the

then miniller (Duke of Grafton)

to accept of his prefent honourable

fituation, before he could bring

himfelf to a compliance. That be-

fides his fenfe of the great weight

of the important duties which he
was to difcharge in his prefent of-

fice, there were other very cogent

motives which operated to this re-

ludaiice. I: ccuid neither be deem-
ed
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cd arrogance or vanity in him to

fay, when his charadler at the bar,

his Handing, and his general pre-

tenfions were confidered, that he

was then at the head of his pro-

fcffion as a common lawyer. The
honours of his profeflion were ac-

cordingly open to him ; and he

was determined not to relinquifh

his claim to thefe upon any account

whatever. The nobleman then at

the head of adminiftration wifhed

to remove this objection ; and -pre-

vailed on a gentleman, then pre-

fent, and in high office, to nego-

ciate the bufinefs. The terms

concluded upon were, that until

he could be provided for in the

way of his profeflion, ( that fti-

pulation taking place of all others,

and confequently, that whenever

an opportunity offered, the way
fhould be kept open for his return

to Wellminfter Hall) he fliould

hold the fmecure office of lord"

chief juftice in Eyre, which he

now polTefled, as an equivalent,

and compenfation, for the advan-

tages he had given up, and the

duties which he was to under-

take.

But notwithftanding this com-
padt, he had lately difcovered, to

his infinite furprize, that a nego-

ciation was in train, between the

noble miniller then prefent, and the

chief judge of one of the courts,

by which the latter was to retire

on a penfion, for the purpofe of
appointing another perfon (a law
officer then likewife prefent) to

fupply his place, and to the utter

fubverfion of his own claim. He
fcarcely complained lefa of the

condud and behaviour of the mi-
niller, upon his perfonal applica-

tion to him on the fubjea, tlian

he did of the fuppofed injury of
the tranfaftion. He allured the

committee, that he never meant to

challenge their attention, upon any
fubjedl merely perfonal to himfelf

;

but thinking at all times, that no-

thing fliould be kept more pure
and unpolluted, than the fountains

of juftice, he could not but feel

when any meafure was adopted,

under whatever pretext, that might

afford even colour for a fufpicion

of their being corrupted ; or that

any improper means were reforted

to, for rendering the courts of

juftice fubfervient to party, and

to faflious views ; he therefore

thought it a duty highly incum-

bent upon him, to take notice of

the prefent tranfadlion. He con-

cluded by afferting, that money
had been propofed to be given

and received, to bring about the

arrangement he had mentioned ;

and pledged himfelf to the houfe,

that at a proper time, he would un-

dertake to prove it to their fatisfac-

tion.

The gentleman in office, who
had been alluded to by the fpeak-

er, with refpeft to the original

tranfattion, acknowledged, that he

had been prevailed upon by the

noble duke, then at the head of

public affairs, to deliver the mef-

fage in quellion; and that the par-

ticulars appeared to him to have

been now fairly iiated ; but as far

as he could charge his memory at

this dlftance of time, he had ne-

ver underrtood, that any of thofe

particulars came regularly or pro-

perly to the knowledge of the noble

lord now at the head of adminillra-

tion.

The minifler declared, that hj»

did not look upon hijtnfelf rclpoh*

[^j a fible
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fible for any promife which might

have been made by his predecellors

in office. He did not queftion the

account given by the right honour-

able gentleman, of the confidera-

tions on which he liad accepted of

the chair in that houfe ; but he

could fairly anfwer, that he nei-

tlier knew of the tranfaflion at the

time, Tior looked upon himfelf as

bound, when he did come into of-

fice, by any fuch promife. With

refpeft to the fpeaker's aflertion,

of a negociation, fuch as he had

defcribed, being on foot, and of

money being propofed to be given

and received, he muft diflent to-

tally from it as to the point of faft.

He affured him, that he had been

grofly mifmformied ; and as he was

himfelf accufed of being one of the

acting parties, he was entitled to

fay, that no fuch negociation was

on foot, as that which had been

ftated.

This brought out much warm
altercation, which run into alTer-

tion and direft contradidion, be-

tween the fpeaker and the mini-

Jler ; and which gave rife to fuch

a fcene, and with fuch perfon-

ages, as never had been exhibited

there at any former time. The
firft law officer of the crown in

that houfe, who had been alluded

to as a principal party in the ne-

gociation, difclaimed the imputa-

tion with great fpirit ; and in a

fpcech fraught with his ufual fharp

and pointed eloquence, threw out

no fmall ftiare of feverity, in a pe-

culiar ftraln of farcafm, and ironical

fa tire, upon the complaint and con-

duit of the fpeaker.

Although this affair made a
confiderable noife at the time,

ye; itfoon died away; and pro-

duced no other efteft, than that

of affording a new ground of ar-

gument to the oppofition, that

the alarming influence which they

charged to the crown, had not

only pervaded, but difturbed the

due order and oeconomy, of every

department, of whatever nature,

in the ftate. In the mean time,

that law arrangement, which was

now charged to a fuppofed nego-

ciation, not found, or admitted to

cxift, took place not long after in

the fame degree and efteft, which

the completion of fuch a negocia-

tion could have been expeftcd to

produce.

We have lately feen the fevere

ftriftures that were pafled in the

Houfe of Lords, on the appoint-

ment of Mr. Fullarton, to the

rank of lieutenant colonel in the

army, and to the command of an

intended new regiment. Some
terms and expreffions which were

ufed on that occafion, having given

great offence to the gentleman in

queftion, he thought proper to call

the fubjedl up in his place, as a

member of the Houfe of Com-
mons, before he entered upon mea-

fures of a more fummary and deci-

five nature for the obtaining of fa-

tisfaiStion.

He accordingly took no- „ ^,

1 r4 r 1- ^ ZOtn.
tice m that Houie, that

his character, and his conduft in

oifering to raife a regiment, had

been reflefted upon by a noble

earl in the other ; a matter which

had given him the greater uneafi-

nefs, as he was puzzled how to

a(5"t, in order to wipe away the

imputation. Ke rofe therefore to

explain the motives of his con-

duft, and befpoke the patience of

the houfe, as h^e felt his honour

5
wounded.
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wounded, and had ardently wifhed

for an opportunity of removing the

bad impreflions of his conduft, to

w hich the place where the reflec-

tions were thrown out, was likely

to give occafion. That the reflec-

tions, as he underftood, were ex-

tremely grcfs ; the noble earl, term-

ing him a clerk, and in the moll

contemptuous manner remarking,

that a clerk ought not to be trufted

with a regiment; at the fame time

adding to that remark, other infi-

nuations, as falfe as they were illi-

beral.

He then proceeded in a ftile of
perfonal invedlive againft a noble

earl by name, which called up Mr.
Fox to order, who exclaimed a-

gainft the unparliamentary conduft,

of thus ftating what was faid in the

other houfe, and of thus mention-
ing peers by name, in that; a prac-

tice, not to be endured, and con-
trary to every rule of parliament.

After Hating the impoflibility of
their knowing, whether the words
alluded to were really fpoken, he
proceeded to argue the improprie-
ty, of confldering what was faid in

debate as a private and perfonal

attack. On that ground, he muft
once for all declare, that if fuch a

cufl;om prevailed, the freedom of
debate muft ceafe ; and he con-
tended, that the moft efl'ential of
all the rights of parliament would
be loll, if it were once admitted as

a principle, that a perfonal afl^ront

was intended to gentlemen, when-
ever their names and public condudl
were mentioned in debate.

The minifter, (who had him-
felf fmarted, particularly during
^the prefent fefllon, under the fe-

verities of the noble carl, whofe
nan^e was now in queftion) admit-

ted, that it was certainly wrong,
in either houfe, to introduce the

name of any member of the other.

There were fome occafions, how-
ever, which would jullify it, and he
thought the prefent cafe one of
them. After high compliments
and praife to Mr. FuUarton, and
inflnuating, that he had gained

great honour by the fpirit with

which he had felt and refented the

injury, even fuppofmg that he had
erred in the mear.s of juftification ;

he, however, recommended to him,

to ti'eat all perfonal attacks with

indifference and contempt. To
give efficacy to this advice by ex-

ample, he informed the gentle-

man in a friendly manner, of his

own conduft in fuch fuuations.

Noble lords in another place, he
faid, were very apt to be perfonal,

and they very often made free

with himfelf. Among other names,

one of them had lately called him.

a thing. The appellation, how-
ever contemptuouliy meant, was
certainly truly applied; for hf* un-

doubtedly was a thing. But the

noble lord had put an addi-,on to

it ; he faid he was n thing called a
minijhr. A moment's comidca-
tion convinced him that this ought

not to be regarded as an affront,

becaufe a moment's confideration

reminded him, that the noble lord

who had dubbed him a thing called

a minijier, had not the fmalleil ob-

jedlion to become that very thing

himfelf

This advice and example, -^d

not their effcdl. Much altercatJ. rj

continued ; llrong vvards were lliU

ufed ; and Mr. Fuilarton defend-

ed himfelf by obicrving, that the

noble earl had attacked hi;n by

name. He, however, vindicated

[K] 3
his
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his warmth by informing the houfe,

that the earl in queihon had af-

ferted, that he and his regiment,

would be as ready to draw their

fwords againfl; the liberties of their

country as againrt: its foes.

The matter did not end there.

In confequence of a mcffage from

Colonel Fullarton, and delivered

by the Earl of Balcarras, the Earl

of Shelburne, accompanied by Lord
Frederic Cavendifh, as his fecond,

gave them a meeting in Hyde-
Park. The earl being wounded

by his antagonift's fecond fhot,

with great generofity of fpiric,

fired his own pillol notwithlland-

ing in the air. But fomething

being afterwards hinted of a de-

claration that he had intended no-

thing perfonal, he replied, the

affair had taken another train,

and that was no place for expla-

nation ; at the fame time telling

his adverfary, that if he fL^t any

refentment, he found himfelf, iiot-

withftanding his wound, able to

go on. But Mr. Fullarton dif-

dained the idea, and hoped that

he could not be thought capable

of harbouring fuch a fentiment.

—

We are not fond of dwelling on

the circumliances of thefe unhappy

perfonal ccntefts, which had arifen

from the violent and difordered

Itate of the times ; further, than

their connexion with parliamen-

tary hillory, renders abfolutely ne-

cefiary.

March 22d. ,
™^ matter, which

happened m Iiyde-

Park early in the moniing, was
bi ought forward in the Hoi|fe of
Commons, on the afternoon of the

fame day, by Sir James Low-
ther. He obferved, that this man-
ner of fighting duels, in confe-

quence of parliamentary bufinefs>

or of expreffions dropped in de-

bate in either houfe, feemed grow-

ing into fuch a cuftom, that it be-

hoved them to interpofe their au-

thority, before it acquired the

force of a fettled habit ; other-

wife, that there mud be an end

of all freedom of debate, and con-

fequently of all bufmefs in parlia-

ment. He therefore hoped, that

the houfe would exert itfelf in fuch

a manner, as to render the two
recent inllances the laft of the

kind. If free debate was to b^
interpreted into perfonal att.ck,

'^nd quellions of a public nature,

which came before either houfe,

were to be decided by the fword,

the Britifh parliament would be at

once reduced to the condition of

a Polilh diet. In fuch circum-

flances, he thought it would be

better for the members totally to

give up all ideas of parliamentary

difcuffion, to abandon the fenate,

and refort at once to the field

;

where, without farther trouble, they

might have recourfe to arms, as the

fole arbiter of political difference of
opinion.

Mr. Fullarton's friends, befides

pafling the highell eulogiums on
that gentleman's charadter, hinted

the impropriety or indelicacy of

entering at all into the matter in

his abfence ; Sir James Lovvthe;:

replied, that as it was the laft day

of their fitting before the Eafter

recefs, and he knew the houfe had
ftill much necefiary bufmefs before

it, he had no intention of proceed-

ing any farther then upon the fub-

jed ; but he confidered the free-

dom of debate as fo immediate-

ly involving the very exiftence of

parliament^ that he Ihoidd move,

immediately
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immediately after the holidays, that

the honourable gentleman might

attend in his place, in order that

the matter might then be taken

into confideration. This notice,

or intention, not meeting with ap-

probation, and it being objetSed,

that fuch an order would convey

fome mark of cenfure on Mr. Ful-

larton's conduft ; Sir James Low-
ther concluded by declaring, that

lie was indifferent in what manner

the bufinefs was brought on, but

that he certainly would bring it for-

ward, in fome form or other, at the

time he had mentioned ; and he

wilhed that the gentleman's friends

vvho were now prefent would in-

form him of his intention, as well

as of the day which would be in

future fixed, that he might have an

opportunity of attending in his

place.

Some other gentlemen in oppo-

fition, went farther and more par-

ticularly into the matter, than Sir

James Lowther. They contend-

ed, that the words fpoken by the

noble earl, v/ere in the llriftelt

fenfe parliamentary language. 1 hat

the honourable gentleman feemed

to have confounded public debate

with private converfation. They
drew the line of diftinftion between

both. In the latter, the objed was

the happinefs and fatisfadion of

$11 prefent ; it was there the du-

ty of every one to be upon his

guard, and to take care, that he

let no expreilion flip, which might
either give offence to any indivi-

dual, or diilurb the harmony of

the whole. In public debate, the

cafe was widely and eflentially dif-

ferent. The very means and end
'of public debate, were free dif-

cuffion, ftud an open unrefervcd

mode of agitating every fubjeft,

to which the queltion under debate

had reference. Without that free

difcuffion, the queiUon could not be

agitated a-t all.

A gentleman high in ofiice, ac-

knowledged the neceffity of pre-

ferving the freedom of debate ;

that public 'ii.:_"fures, and public

men, were fit objeds of difcuffion ;

and that if any check was put to

the unreferved agitation of fuch

topics, parliament would be of no

ufe, and might as well be abo-

lifhed. But how far it was war-

rantable in the difcuflion of pub-

lic matters, and in the allufion to

public men, to throw out reflec-

tions of an invidious nature, and

to treat' them contemptuoufly, was
another queltion ; and refpedting

which, every gentleman muft draw
his own line, and would aft ac-

cordingly. He wifhed therefore,

that the propofed enquiry into an

unfortunate affair, fliould be en-

tirely dropped. That, and every

other matter like it, fhould be

fuffered to reft undillurbed, and

be buried in total oblivion. He
was happy to hear, that both par-

ties were fafe, and that no afl'air

of the fort, could terminate more
to the honour of thoie concernr

ed. Why then fhould they inter-

fere with, or revive it ? No means,

nor no authority, could prevent gen-

tlemen, who felt, or who thou-ght,

their honour injured, from feek-

ing and obtaining redrefs in the

Gultomary mode.— In talking of

the two recent itfairs, he faid, they

were matters which every man
muft lament, but which no man,

nor no fet of men, were able to

put a flop to. Out of this grt^at

evil, however, he thought fome

[A'J 4 Uttlc
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little good would enfue ; and that

was, it would teach gentlemen, to

confine themfelves within proper

limits ; and thougli it might not,

and he hoped it would not, a-

bridge the freedom of debate, he

hoped it would make men Ipeak

in parliament with better man-
ners.

Although he immediately de-

clared that he intended no pcifo-

nality, whether to the abi'ent or

prcfent, by the remark which he

had now made, and acknowledg-

ed his own faultinefs in that very

refpeft, yet it called up Mr. Fox,

who thought himfelf glanced at.

He obferved, that as the right ho-

nourable gentleman was apt to fpeak

in a loofe and carelefs way, he might,

perhaps, have had no particular

meaning in what he had faid ; but

that as the words feemed to point

to him, he was, however, under

a necefTity of taking notice of

them. He had advanced, that,

*' he hoped what had happened
that morning, and what had hap-

pened before of a fimilar fort,

would keep gentlemen within pro-

per limits, and at leaft teach them
bettei manners." He begged for

one to fay, that what had hap-
pened to tiimfelf had not taught

him better manners ; nor Ihould

it ever rcftraiu him witiiin any other

limits, than thofe which he had
chalked out for himfelf. With
regard to the noble earl, who had
been concerned in the affair of that

morning, he did not believe it

would teach him better manners,
and for this reafon, that he was
fure .is noble friend had not gone
beyond proper limits in what he
had faid. As a proof of which,

he was determined, that when the

new levies came under confidera-

tion, he would then objeiii: to that

particular regiment, which his^ no-

ble friend had objedled to ; and that

on the very fame ground which he

had taken, viz. bccaufe the per-

fon appointed to the command of
it, did not appear to him to be a

fit perfon to hold the command.
This affair happening fo foon

after that of Mr. box, and being-

attributed to the fame caufes and
motives, occafioned no fmall de-

gree of warmth, both in language

and fentiment, without doors. Both
the noble earl, and that gentle-

man, were confuki-ed as mar-
tyrs in the caufe of their country.

And it was openly faid, without

the fmalleft appearance of covert

or difguife, that when an aban-

doned and malignant adminiftra-

tion were driven to the laft and
defperate refource, of employing
that part of tlie united kingdom,
which was generally inimical to

the conilitution, and to all the

rights and liberties of the peo-

ple, in order to curb the freedom
of debate in parliament, and to

fmgle and pick off thofe tried fup-

porters and affertors of both, who
were neither to be bought or ter-

rified, it was highly time, ana ab-

folutely neceffary, for Enghlnmen
to unite and aiTociate, as well in

defence of theu* common rights,

as for affording effedual protec-

tion to thofe lords and gentle-

men, who hazarded all things in

the fervice of tneir country. The
public addreffes of congratulation

from the cities of London and

Weftminfter, from fome of the

county mcci-^'gb which happened

near the um^, and from the com-
mittees of aiibciation in otiiers, to

the
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the Earl of Shelburne upon his

recovery, all held out the idea,

in language more or lefs forci-

ble, that his life had been en-

dangered, for the faithful and fpi-

rited difcharge of his public duty

as a peer of parliament, borne

took in, his oppofmg the undue

influence of the crown, and liip-

porting the interelh of his coun-

try ; and one county, at leaft, paft

a vote of cenfure, declaring the

late attacks upon Mr. Fox and

that nobleman to be highly repre-

henfible.

The paft failures which he had

fo repeatedly experienced, were not

able to overcome the conltancy of

Sir Philip Jennings Gierke, or to

prevent his bringing in another

contraftors bill, m the prefent fei-

fion. The prefent ftate of things

was too favourable to fuch amea-
fure, and the mir.ds of the mini-

fters too much occupied, with mat-
ters llill more immediately trying

and critical, to admit of any effen-

tial oppofition. 'i o be beaten in

the Houfe of Commons a fecond

lime, and on another bill, might be

ruinous ; and the defence of the

contraftors would have been far

more difagreeable to moll: of the

court members, than that of the ci-

vil otFices. The bill was accord-

ingly read the third time and pafT-

ed, (without a diviiion in any part

of its progrels) on that day, on
which Uol. Fuilarton had maie his

complaint in the Houle of Com-
mons.

On the fame day, (March 2eth)

the claufe in Mr. tJurkc's bill, for

abolilliing the offices of trealurer

of the chamber, trealurer of tiie

houfhold, cofferer, and trie number
ef fubordinatc places appertaining

to them, was brought forward in

the committee. This brought out

long debates. I'he one fide, feem-
ing to regard with a kind of reli-

gious horror, every approach to-

wards an interference with any part

of the arrangements or manage-
ment of the royal houfhold; which
they reprefcnted, not only as a moil

alarming and dangerous innovation

in the conftitution, but as a direft

infult, and a kind of lacrilege with

refpedt to the perfon and dignity of

the monarch. Here at leaft, laid

they, a manifeft deftruction prelents

itfelf on the very principles of the

references themfelvcs. This is not

matter of public arrangement. This
is not the regulation of ofHcc. It

is an intrufion into tlie king's own
houfhold. It is breaking the fences

which are refpefted and held facrcd

even in private families. Tliefe

officers are the king's domeftic fer-

vants. The ftate nas nothing to

do with them. The king indeed

is a public perfon ; but he is a

man too ; and if his dignity only

ferves to exp le him to infults that

would be intolerable to a private

perion, the monarch and the mo-
narchy are not only a pageant,

but a downright mockery ; and to

make a perion a king, is to make
him, not t'le greateft, but the mean-
eft and molt miferable part of fo-

ciety. This bill, they faid, they

confidered from the beginning, as a

fyftcmatic attack on the conltitu-

tion ; and evei y part, as it was
developed, proved more and more
clearly the tendency of rhc ichem--.

The quellion was not t.heref(.jre oa

the utility of tiie employments ;

(on th .t tliey did not mucn rely) x

was on tae power ot taking thin

away—whicii if it may be done by
parliamenCj



154] ANNUAL REGISTER, 1780.

parliament, the king has nothing,

hardly his perfon, that he can call

his own. On this head, they en-

tered largely on thfe fchemes of fup-

plying the houlhold by contraft ;

which they reprobated, as mean,
degrading, and vexatious ; and
compared rather to the mode of
feeding of poor in workhoufcs and
hofpitals, than to the fplendour and
magnificence of a great court, in

the richefl country in the world.

On the other hand, the mover
of the bill, and the reft of the op-

pofition aficrted, that the idea of

fuppoftd infult and indignity to

the fovcreign, was too abfurd to

deferve an anfwer. Nothing was
to be touched, that could either af-

feft the perfonal fatisfiiftion and
pleafures of the fovereign, or a-

bridge the fplendour and magnifi-

cence of the throne. They aiked,

whether our enemy, the French
monarch, had fuffered any lofs of

reputation, any degree of degrada-

tion, either in the eyes and opinion

of his own fubjefts, or of the reft

of Europe, by the prodigious re-

form which he had fo chearfully

made in his own houfhold and ex-

pence. He adopted that fcheme of
ceconomy, in order to wage a great

and vigorous war, with vaft objedis

of policy in view, againft this coun-

try, without opprefTing and burthen-

ing his people. Are we not to

profit by fo immediate and ftriking

an example ?

In ani'wer to the houfhold being
the king's own ; they i'aid, that

parliament in all ages had confi-

dsred it in a different light, of
which they gave many examples,

in the reigns of the Edwards, Hen-
ries, and in that of James the firft,

and others. That if the houfhold

could not be reformed by law, no

elFcdlual part of the intended re-,

form could take place ; as it was
full of olHces, by which the influ-

ence propofed to be reduced, was
cluefly fupported. The court, con-
ftituted as it is, faid they, is the
very ftrcng-hold of that influence.

The king is not degraded by be-
ing furnifhed by contrad. He is

fo furniihed already in many things,

though in the worft way ; the late

Prince of Wales, his majefty's fa-

ther, was fo furnifhed. Even now,
when the court intends any thing

worthy of its ftate, it is fo fup-
plied ; nor is there any thing more
mean, by being fupplied at large,

and on one great fcale, than in

fmall and pitiful details ; on the

contrary, there is fomething more
princely in it. With regard to the

king's living in a ftate of depend-
ance on the people, the mover faid,

it was the very circumftance of his

dignity; that which conftituted him
a king : and, inftead of a difgrace,

v/as the highell honoqr a man could

arrive at.

Some, who wifhed to be confi-

dered as moderate men, acknow-
ledged the propofed reform to be
a matter of fuch necefhty, as muft
abfolutely be adopted ; but they

did not approve of the mode of
procuring it. It was taken, they

laid, at the wrong end. It fliould

come from the crown, and not ori-

ginate in parliament. The only

precedents, they faid, for fuch an
interference, were to be found in

times too dangerous, to admit of
the exttmple being copied ; they

were only to be found in the unfor-

tunate reigns of Edward the fe-

cond, and of Richard the fecond.

This ground was not, however,
much occupied.

The bill had been fo framed,

that
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the houfe, inch by inch, claufe bf
claufe, and line by line ; he would
leave it to the people to go on with
it as they liked ; and they wouM
judge by the iffue, how far their

petitions were likely to procure re-

drefs for the grievances they com-
plained of.

As the court fide wiihed to keep
the fubjecl-matter of the bill as

long as pofiible in agitation, and
thereby keep the public hope and
expectation to the laft in fufpenfe,

they afFefted greatly to refent this

declaration ; which they defcrib-

ed as being highly dictatorial, and
as conveying a kind of menace to

the committee. They argued,

that it could be no caufe of fur-

prize, that in a bill, which took

in fo great an extent and diveriity

of matter as the prefent, fome of
the parts iliould be highly excep-

tionable, and others equally laud-

able. That the fame principle

did not apply generally to the

whole of the prefent bill ; that

on the contrary, it was compofed
of a number of diiferent parts and
claufes, each of which turned up-
on fome feparate and important

point, and had each therefore a
feparate principle. That it was
not denied, but that many of the

principles were highly laudable,

and might probably be adopted

with advantage ; but it was not

from thence to be inferred, that

the improper, the abfurd, or the

impradticable, were to be equally

received and adopted. It was
furcly then, a ftrange, and an un-

fair conclufion, that the refufal of

the prefent, or of any other ex-

ceptionable claufe, was to be con-

fidered as a rejeition of the whole

bill.

The

that queftions arofe upon the fe-

veral oiTices of the houfliold feve-

rajly. The treafurer of the cham-

ber ftood iirft. The fraraer of the

bill obfervcd, that from the turn

of the debate, he apprehended this

v/ould be the lall procedure on

any part of it. In the treafurer of

the chamber confided the very pith

and marrow of his plan, fo far as

it was endeavoured to be reduced

out of theory into pra£lice : it was

the very ilrll office of the houfhold

vvhich he had fixed upon; it led

the way, and involved all the reft;

and as the remaining claufes of his

bill, for the mod part, turned up-

on the abolition of the board of

ordnance, the board of works, the

mint, and other boards and offices,

which were arranged under the de-

nomination of houfnold ;
' he was

under a neceffity of abandoning

the whole, if the prefent doftrine

was ellablilhed, that the houlhold

was to be confidered as facred, and

not^ to be touched in any one part.

That finding the objections of ma-
ny gentlemen to the contrail fcheme

(extremely weak, as he conceived

them, in reafon) ftrongly adhered

to, he would, contrary to his own
cleareft opinion, for pradicabllity

give up that point ; though it im-
paired the unity and confiftence of
his whole plan, and prevented the

reform of upwards of an hundred
offices, many of them confidera-

ble, as well as fcveral other great

advantages. But he repeated, that

if the prefent queflion was carried

againfi him, he ihould confider his

bill as gone ; and concluded by
declaring, that he would not conti-

nue to keep his weak and diforder-

ed frame and conflitution on the

torture, by fighting his bill through
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T!ie qiieftion being put, after

one o'clock in the morning, on the

firll member of the claufc, for abo-

lishing the office of treafurer of the

chamber, it was loll upon a divi-

fion, by, the now, confiderablc ma-
jority, of 2 1 1 , to 158. I'he mino-

rity upon this divifion, were pub-

licly thanked by feveral of the coun-

ty meetings. This fall of numbers
was accounted for by fome late ma-
noeuvres of the court ; by which

fome of the conmry gentlemen who
had ufually adhered to it, but who
had on ihe popularity of this bill

gone from it, now returned ; and a

lecond change became manifelt in

feveral ethers.

Mr. Burke then declared his to-

tal indifference as to what became
of the reft of the bill. He was,

however, roufed into his wonted
aftiviiy hy his friend Mr. Fox, who
urged the expediency of going

through with the bill to the very

laft ; however little more they got

for the people, than what they had
already gained, it ftill would be

worth the flriving" for. The mere
abolition cf the board of trade,

even if nothing farther \vas done,

he infiflej, was' ,vorth the ftruggle ;

for as he was determined, and he

hoped his honourable friend v/ould

join with liim, in renewing the

bill from feflion to feiTion, until its

purpofes were obtained, fo they

would have feven lefs of the ene-

my to fight againlt on the next en-

counter. The facceeding mem-
bers of the claufe were according-

ly gone through, and each receiv-

ed a negative without a divifion.

On the day following this debate,

theminifter informed thehoufe, that

the Eaft India company not hav-

ing made fuch propofals for the

renewal of their charter, as he had
deemed fatis factory, he fhould ac-

cordingly move the houfe, for the

fpeaker to give them the three

years notice ordained by aft of par-

liament, previous to the difTolution

of their charter, that the capital

ilock or debt, of 4,200,000!. which

the public owed to the company,
fhould be fully paid, on the 5th of
April 1783, agreeable to the power
of redemption included in tlie faid

aa.

Mr. Fox, and Mr. Burke, op-

pofed the meafure with wonderful

fervour and animation. The firft

afked the minifter, whether he was

not content with having lofl Ame-
rica r Or was he determined, be-

fore he quitted his prefent fitua-

tion, to reduce the Britiih empire

to the confines of this ifland ? Could

he point out a fmgle good, which

his motwn was capable of produc-

ing ? Was he blind and infenfible

to the evil and danger with which

it was fraught ? Why iffue an im-

potent threat, which he neither in-

tended, nor was capable of carry-

ing into execution r It was ridicu-

lous, it was dangerous to threaten,

when men dared not to perform

what they threatened. Did he

wifh to behold the fcenes of anar-

chy, confufion, diflrefs, and ruin,

which his ic'le threat might proba-

bly .produce in the company's af-

fairs and pofTeflions in India .' Did
he think that houfe, would at this

time of day, under the immediate

prelfure and bitter experience of

pall rafhnefs and mifcondudl, wan-
tonly hazard the ample revenues,

the refaurces cf power and v.'calth,

which this country derived, from

the trade and commerce of the Eaft

India company ? Suppofmg even

that
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that the noble lord was capable of

carrying his threat into ccecution,

and really intended it, was he ig-

norant of the heavy lol's which the

nation muil fullain, in the mere
article of paying off" the capital,

in the prefent ftate of the funds ?

Did he not know, that although

the 4,20O,0€O 1. carried only three

per cent, yet that he muft pay it at

par ? and that the three per cents

beuig down at fixty in the market,

the public muft necefiarily lofe a
clear forty per cent, on every hun-
dred pound they paid off ? If a

new company v»'as the objecl of his

fpeculation, did he not know that

the trade muft then be open ? that

he was difp.bled by law from ren-

dering it exclufive ? and that tiie

prefent company would ftill retain

their pofleftions, ftrong-holds, and
fo many other of their prefent fu-

pcrior powers and advantages in

the country, as muft fpeedily ruin

the new adventurers, if any could
be found mad enough to become
fuch.

Mr. Burke feemed unable to find

words, to till up the reprobation

which he wiihed to bcftow on the

propofal. He faid it was more
worthy of revellers intoxicated by
liquor, than of ftatefnien in a fober

fenatc. He rcjecled the narrow-

idea of bargaining with the Eaft
India company, as if we were treat-

ing with an enemy ; and upon the

wretched principle, that whatever
was not fqueezed out In the bar-
gain, was to be confidcrcd as fo

much loft. He threw the fpecula-
tion of a new company intgi every
point of ridicule. He was fure the
jninifter never ierioufty intended it.

The thing could not be, as every
man of bufinefs, and acquainted

with our affairs, muft know and feeL
He declared, that if it were pofli-

ble to adopt it, it would turn out a
new iVlilfiflippi fcheme ; and that ic

was worthy only, of fuch an unprin-
cipled, abandoned, bubble projector

as Law. He did not doubt but in

this country, th;.'re would be foui d
men weak and bad enough to bite

at fuch a bubble ; but he afferted,

that it would burft with ucter ruin

to the adventurers. He reminded
the houfe, that they had loft thir-

teen colonies, by the rapacity of the

minifter, in endeavouring to obtain

a great revenue from America

;

and he warned them not to throw
tlie Eaft after the Weft, by being
again led into another revenue
ciiace. That this would prove as

idle as tlie former ; for that no mo-
ney, at ieaft no immediate fupj:^ly,

could be derived from thofe territo-

rial pofteflicns ; which were a con-

ftant bait to the avarice ofthe court,

and perhaps of the public.

The minifter denied that his mo-
tion was a threat or a menace. It

was meant merely as putting in a
legal claim in behalf of the public,

to the reverfton of a right which
undoubtedly belonged to them ; and
at that moment of time, when it

was efpecially neceflary that the

claim Ihould be formally made.
Gentlemen did not feem to recoi-

led, that by the lapfe only of a few
days, with refped to the notice, the

company would neceftlirily gain, and
the public unavoidably loie, a year's

poflbflion of thofe advantages,which,

by the ftipulations of the law that

founded the agreement, were to re-

vert to the latter at the concluftoa

of three years ; leaving it in the

option of the public, on receiving

proper fatisliction from the com-
pany.
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pany, to grant, by a new charter,

a renewal of their leafe. This was
all that the motion tended to. It

precluded no proporuions which
might hereafter be made by the

company, nor it laid no reftraint on
parliament from accepting of any

which it approved. It merely went
to prevent a year of the public

right to the revcrfion of the com-
pany's trade from flipping away
without any compenfation.

In anfwer to thofe gentlemen on
the other fide, who faid that the

company would laugh at the no-

tice, becaufe they muft know that

it could not be ferioufly intended ;

he fhould in the firft place obferve,

that it would be the Eaft India

company's ov/n fault, if the notice

was carried into execution. But
he would not have thefe gentlemen

carry away the idea, that if the

prefent company broke up and di-

vided their ftock, the public would,

as a neceHary confequence, lofe the

revenues arifing from the trade, or

from the territorial acquifitions in

India. He trufted there vv'ere means
of fecuring both the one and the

other. He did not wifh to break

with the prefent company ; he did

Tiot delire to drive them to a diffb-^

lution ; but the company ought not

to imagine that the public lay at

their mercy. The public had a

right to look for great refources

from the company, and from the

territorial acquifitions in India. The
company, as it was now eltablifhed,

he acknowledged, was the bell me-
dium of drawing home the reve-

nues from the Indies ; but if the

company were fo unreafonable and

fo ihoughtlefs, as not to come to a

fair bargain with the public, a new
company might be fpnneJ, and fuch

meafures adopted, as would prev^nf

or remedy the evils threatened to

the revenue.

Mr. Burke having moved the

previous quellion on the minifter's

motion, it was rejected on a divi-

fion, by a majority of 142, to 68.

The main quellion being then put,

for the fpeaker to give notice to

the Eaft India company, of the

payment in three years of their ca-

pital ftock, it was carried without a

divifion.

On the laft day of fitting before

the recefs, upon bringing up the

report from the committee of ways
and means, of the new and very

heavy taxes, which were then to be

laid on, a faint, and perhaps ill-

judged attempt, was made by a

few gentlemen in oppcfition, to

defer receiving the report, until

the petitions of the people of Eng-
land were heard, and their griev-

ances redreffed. A motion was ac-

cordingly framed, for poftponing

the report, until the 7th of April

;

and notwithftanding the appearance

of the houfe, and other infallible

indications of the event, was unac-

countably pufhed to a divifion ;

when it was rejeded by a majority

of 145, to 37.^

During thefe fcenes of continued

and doubtful warfare in the Houfe
of Commons, fome tacit ceftation

of hoftility feemed to prevail in

that of the Lords ; the only public

queftion that was brought forward,

being a motion of the Earl of Ef-

fingham, on the loth of March,
for a lift of all places, penfions, and

emplo)tments, whether for a term

of years, for life, during pleafure,

or good behaviour, held by the

members of that houfe. It would

not have been eafy to have found

any
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any new ground of debate upon fluence the public condufl of any

this fubjcft. Much of the ground of its noble members. And argu-

taken upon a former motion of the ments fimilar to thofe which we have

Earl of Shelburne's, which exclud- already feen, were ufed on the other

ed lords who held places or pen- fide, to fhew the futility or abfur-

fions under government, from fit- dity of that idea. In the courfe of

ting in the propofed committee of the debate, fome ftriftures which

accounts, was now trodden again were pafTed on the conftitution of

by both parties. The fame inju- the Scotch peerage, excited fome

rious cenlure was now faid to be degree of warmth ; nor did evea

thrown upon the honour of the houfe the right reverend bench of bilhops,

by the prefent motion, which had pafs entirely fcot-free.—The mo-
been before charged to the former, tion was rejefted upon a divifion,

in fuppofmg that places, penfions, by a majority of 5 1 to 24.

or emoluments, could poflibly in-

C H A P. VIII.

Mrmy ejfimates. Debates on the fubjeB of the nen.u corps. Divijion,

^ejiion carried. Confederation of the petitions. Great debates in the

committee. Part taken by the Speaker, ylmendmcnt to the motion, pro-

pofed and agreed to. Mr. Dunning^ s amended motion, carried, iipan

a divifeon, in a 'very full houfe. Second motion, agreed to. Third

7notion, by Mr. T. Pitt, agreed to. Houfe refumed. Mr. Fox^s mo-

tion, for immediately recei'ving the report from the committee, oppofed,

but carried. Refolutions, reported, received, and conf.rtjied by the Houfe.

Mr. Dunning's motion (on a foUoiving day) in the committee, for fecitr-

ing the independence of parliament, agreed to. Second motion, for df-
qucdifying perfons holding certain ojjices, from fittijig in that houfe, car-

ried, upon a di-vifeon, by a majority of t-ixo only. Mr. Cre-iue^s bill, for
excluding revenue officers from --votjiig on the eleilion of members of par-

liament, rejeded, on a diuifeon. Great debates in the Houfe of Lords,

upon the fecond reading of the contractors bill. The bill rejefled, upon a
divifion, by a co?ifederable majority. Proteji. Confequences of the

Speaker's illnefs. Pojlpcned motion of Mr. Dunning' s, for an addrefs, to

prevent difhiving the parliament, or proroguing the prefent fejjion, until

proptr mecfures jhould be t^ken for correcting the evils complained of in

ihe petitions of the people, brings out long debates ; but is rejeSled by a

ccnfiderable majority, in an exceedingly full houj'e. Dijorder upon

Mr. Fox's riftng to [peak, after the divifeon. hlature of his fpeech.

Reply, by the minijler. Great debates upon the clauj'e in Mr. Burke's

ejlablijhmcnt bill, for abolijhing the office of the Great Wardrobe, ^d'c.

Claufe rejeclcd upon a divifeon. Succeeding claufe, for abolijhing the

Board of Works, rejected upon a divifeon. Debates upon the minijiiv's

' hill for a commijfeon of accounts. Clofe divifeon upon a quefeion in the

cofnmittee. Bill at length paffcd. Debates on Colonel Barre's motions,

relative to the extraordinaries of th: army. Firjt motion rejected, upon a

di'ViJion, by a great majority. Succeeding refalutiuns rejeded. Gcnerid

Ccnv.'a/s
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Cc?iif:ay''s bill, for nfioring peace -tvith Atnerka, difpofed of upon a divl-

JioKy b^ a mQtion for the order cf the day. Motion tending to an enquiry,

into iinf requifiticn made by the ci-oil magijirate, for the attendance of the

military, upon the late rnceting of tJ>e elcclors of Wcflminjier. Various

claufes of Mr. Barkers cjiahlijl?vient hill, rejeded, upon, cr --without di~ci-

Jions. Recorder cf London^s irjition in behalf of the petitioners, rejeded upon

a di-vi(ion. Mr. Dunning's motion, in the committee of the --whole houfe on

the confderation of ihc petitions, for reportijig their o^wn t^vo refolutions of
the loth of April, ft aftde, by a motionfor the chair>nan to quit the chair,

ivhich --was earned . upon a di-oifion. Meeting cf the Protejiant affo-

ciaticn in St. George's Fields. Subfequent riots, mifchiefs, and conflagra-

tions. Refoluiions, conduct, and adjournment of both houfes. Lord George

Gordon committed to the To--wer. Speech from the throne, on the meeting

of parliament after the late diforders. Aadreffes. Refolutions in the Houfe

cf Commons, for quieting the minds of 'well-meaning, but ill-informed per-

fans. Bill paj'es the Houfe of Commons, for the fecurity of the Protejiant

religion, is laid by in the Houfe of Lords. Speech from the throne.

Prorogatic?i.

- ., , /~\ N the fecond day
April 5th. {J after the recefs,

the army eilimates being laid be-

fore the Houfe of Commons, and

a motion made for their reference

to a committee, much warm de-

bate, as had been expefted, and

in fome degree announced, arofe

upon the fubjefl of the new levie?,

and of the innovations with refpeft

to rank and promoticn, which were

charged bv the oppofition to have

taken place in the army.

Sir PhUip Jennings Gierke, firft

brcuo-ht forward the buhnefs of

the Cinque Ports regiment, which

the minill:er, as Lord Warden of

thofe ports, had raifed, in a great

meafure, if not entirely, at his own
expence ; and to the command of

wliich his Ion, who had not be-

fore held any military command,

was appointed. This regiment

was covered, as well by the cir-

cumllances which attended its be-

ing raifed, as by the declaration

of Colonel North himfelf, in his

place, and in his firft parliamen-

tary fpeech, (a circumiia.ice which

always draws a particular degree
of complacency and attention from
the houfe) that he neither receiv-

ed any pay, nor was entitled to

any future rank, fo that the trou-

ble and expence, along with the

honour and pleafure of ferving his

country in a time of difhculty and
danger, was all that he could pof-

fibly derive from the command.
But what particularly faved this

corps and appointment from far-

ther animadverfion, was, its being

ftated by tlie minifter himfelf, to

be only a regiment of what is

called fencible men ; a term be-

fore unknown in the military af-

fairs of England, but which is ap-

plied in Scotland to a fpecies of

militia, (particularly the loyal clans

of Argylelhire, who were origi-

nally retained by government as

a check upon their difaftected

neighbours) whofe terms of enlill-

ment extend no farther than to

the immediate defence of their

country.

But the debate was kept up af-

terwards, with refped to other

new
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r»ew raifed corps, and with no

common degree of animation and

ipirit, by the principal men in op-

pofition. Difclaiming in ftrong

terms all national prejudices, they

readily acknowledged, that Scot-

land produced as brave and as

able officers as any in the world

;

but whilft this was freely and

chearfully admitted, they abfo-

lutely denied, and faid it did not

admit of a queftion, that either

that, or any other country in the

univerfe, had ever exceeded Eng-
land in the produftlon of fuch

men. But they abhorred all odious

comparative difcuflions of the me-
rits of the brave. Their objedl,

they faid, was llrongly to con-

demn that illiberal, unconftitu-

tional, and dangerous partiality,

Ihewn by the prefent minifters to

one part of the united kingdom,
in prejudice to the other. This,

they aflerted, was carried to a
pitch of enormity, unparalleled

in the hiftory of any other coun-
try, excepting that of a conquer-

ed and fufpefted people, It was
likewife the more particularly dan-
gerous, they faid, as the natives of
that country, being debarred by
their own peculiar conftitution of
many of thole rights and immuni-
ties at home, which were inherent

to Englifhmen, were not only dif-

pofed to make light of privileges

cf which they knew not the va-
lue, but were likewife apt, and
naturally enough, to regard them
with rather a jealous and malig-
nant eye. And it was befides a
matter of fuch pubHc notoriety,

as could not efcape the notice of
the moft heedlefs obferver, that
the natives of that country had,
with very few exceptions indeed,
been violently attached during the

Vol. XXIII.

prefent reign, to the fupport of
every meafure of the court and
minillers, however dangerous in
their nature, defperate in their de-
fign, or ruinous in their tendency.
Could any thing then be more
alarming to the people of this

country, than to fee the fword
placed almoft exclufively in the
hands of men, who were avowed-
ly fo inimical to their conlHtu-

tional rights, and public liber-

ties f It was likewife, in a nar-
rower view of the queftion, the

more unreafonable in the prac-

tice, and the more pernicious in

the efFed, as it was peculiarly cha-

rafterilHc, they faid, of the natives

of that part of the united king-
dom, to be more fubjefted to local

attachments, and to violent na-
tional, and other prejudices, than

perhaps any other people upon
the face of the earth ; infomuch,

that it was a fadl known to all

military men, that no Englilh

officer could live in any regiment

the majority of which was Scotch

;

whereas, on the other hand, no
Scotch gentleman ever found any
difficulty, cr felt the fmallell un-

eafinefs, in living in a regiment,

moftly, or almoft wholly Engiilh.

They entered into a recital of

fadts, to lupport the charge of an
unjull partiality in point cf mili-

tary promotion. However invidi-

ous this ta<k might appear, they

felt it their duty, they faid, with-

out the fmaileft degree of perlonal

prejudice, to ftatc the fadts to the

houfe. Our firft nobility, Eng-
lilh gentlemen of the moft an-

cient and illuftrious families ; fa-

milies p.-rticularly attached to the

conftitution, and to revolution

principles ; and whofe own pof-

feffions rendered Uiciu deeply in-

[L] icrclltfd
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terefted In the fecurity and pro-

fperity of their country ; were rc-

ful'ed tlie favour of raifing regi-

ments for its defence, upon the

fame terms which were accepted

from unknown men ; from clerks

in office, and commis. Among
other names brought forward as

inftances upon this charge, were

thofe of the Earl of Derby, and

of his brother the late Major
Stanley. What rewards, they

sliced, had fuch diftinguifhed offi-

cers as the Colonels Meadowes and

Mufgrave received, for their emi-

nent fervices ? None other, than

wounds, and conftitutions broken

and ruined, in climates unfavour-

able to the human fpecies ! Was
cither of them offered a new regi-

ment ? Or would either of them
have declined the offer ? The Earl

of Harrington, who had dedicat-

ed his life and fortune to die fer-

vice of his country, and who had
painfully earned in the field every

llep of his rank, was now fent to

the Weft Indies, and deftined to

obey the commands of a man, who
was the other day a half-pay fu-

baltern. Would that nobleman,

or would his brother. Major Stan-

hope, have refufed to raife regi-

ments, on the conditions which

were annexed with them to men
who had never feen any fervice ?

On the contrary. Major Stanhope

had made the propofal, and was
rejefted ; he alfo had a particular

natural intereft in the county of

Derby, which now affords the

head quarters for the enhfting and
forming of a regiment, by a man
whofe name was never before heard

of in the county. For, they faid,

10 render the farce more truly ri-

diculous on the fide of minifters,

•r as if they meant to barlefque

every rule of military order an^
decorum, as well as every idea of

general propriety, thefe new men
were allowed, to the ruin of the

recruiting fervice, to raife their

regiments in the heart of Eng-
land ; inllead of their being fent

on that bufinefs, as was naturally

to be expedled, to the part ot the

united kingdom, where their in-

terefts and connexions might be
fuppofed to lie. So that, by this

new and unparalleled manage-
ment, they were, in faft, Englilh

regiments totally commanded by
Scotch officers ; as if this country

had not produced men, who were
qualified for the condud of its own
forces.

They did not wifh, they faid,

to reftrain the gentlemen of that

country from their full Ihare of
military rank and command ; they

even threw no perfonal blame on
thofe who were gratified with

more. Their obje£l of reproba-

tion was, the undue preference

given by minifters, to one part of
the united kingdom in prejudice

to the other. They detefted all

partiality. They would equally

oppofe and condemn, a fouthern

as a northern, an Englilh or Irifli,

as a Scotch partiality. The tiling

was in itfelf odious, wherever it

was found, or however applied.

In the prefent ftate of public af-

fairs, it was highly dangerous,

and might be fatal. They wiftied,

and our fttuation moft urgently

demanded, that the three king-

doms ftiould be aftuated by one
heart, and their force concentrat-

ed in one common arm. But this

could never be obtained or hoped
for, whilll government itfelf was
the fower of difcord and diflen-

tion, by the partial and unjuft

diftri-
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diilribution of thofe favours, with

the difpofal of which, for pur-

pofes widely different, it had been

entrufted by the conftitution.

The nature of the fubjeft con-

fined the debate on the other fide,

in a great degree, to a general

denial of the alledged partiality,

and to a qualification or j unifica-

tion of the particular articles of

charge. The fecretary at war
contended, that various noble-

men and others, who had never

been in fervice before, had raifed

regiments in the laft war, and

had been appointed to their com-
mand. Being called upon to fpe-

cify, he particularly mentioned

General jrrazer, and Gen. Mor-
ris. He produced a long lilt of
promotions in order to fhew, that

the charge of partiality in favour

of Scotch officers was unfounded.

In regard to Colonel Fullarton,

(whofe corps formed the great ob-

jed of contention) after paffing the

highell encomiums on the private

chara£ler, and public fpirit of that

gentleman, and particularly ap-

plauding the liberality of his offer

to government, he contended,

that when gentlemen of aftive

minds, and of enterprizing fpi-

rits, made a tender of their abili-

ties, and direded them to parti-

cular fervices of the firft import-

ance, it would be indefenfible in

government to have refufed their

offers ; and more efpecially fo,

when the conditions on which
they tendered their regiments, were
much cheaper to the public than
thofe of others.

The noble American Secretary
took the fame ground, and fpoke
in the higheft terms of Colonel
Fullarton's conduct and charaifler.

He faid, that he had been aduat-

ed merely by pure fpirit and zeal

on this occafion ; as, to his know-
ledge, he had given up a much
more lucrative employment, in

order to ferve his country in this

arduous and critical moment.
No infult or injury had been of-

fered to the fervice by accepting of
his offer to raife a regiment. It

was wanted for a fpecial purpofe
on a fudden ; a very gallant and
advantageous offer was made, and
at that time there were no other

offers, fo that other men could

not be preferred. Hints were
alfo thro\\'n out, that fome parti-

culars had come to his knowledge>
which ought to give him a pre-

ference in the fervice, to which he
was particularly deftined.

A general officer, on the other

fide, obferved, that the appoint-

ment of Lieut. Gen. Frazer to a
high command in the laft war, was
not a military, but a political

meafure. That the idea was a
very wife one; and the effeft of
the meafure equalled the wifdom
of the defign. It was intended

to wear away the inveterate pre-

judices, which feveral of the

northern clans of Scotland had
entertained againft government

;

and it not only effeftually rooted

out thofe ancient animofitics, but

it converted the moft difaifedled

and dangerous of thofe people,

into excellent regiments of hardy

foldiers, who inftead of being in-

ternal enemies, fought bravely in

our fervice abroad.

Another general officer, of high

military rank and reputation

;

who has not been engaged in any

aftive fervice during die prefent

war, and who once filled a very

high civil department of the ilate,

declared, that he ihould not oppofe

[L] z tht
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the eftimate in the grofs, as he had
no objeftion to forae of the new
corps : but he mull oppofe that

particular corps, the command of

which was given to a gentleman,

who had no military fkiU, and no
military rank. For though he

highly efteemed the private cha-

rafter of Mr. Fullarton, he muft

think it an injury to the army that

he Ihould have the command of a

regular regiment, when there were
fo many veteran majors, who had
the joint pretenfiions, of wounds,

experience, and fervice, to plead

for preference. The military gen-
tlemen on that fide, (who were
thofe only that fpoke at all upon
the fubjedl) obferved in general,

that it muft be a ftrange objeft of
entcrprize, which a regiment of
raw recruits, headed by a leader

totally inexperienced in martial

matters, were deemed the fitteft

inllruments for carrying through

with efFeft.

The reafon given by the fecre-

tary at war for the appointent of
the new colonel, viz. his adlive

and enterprizing fpirit, was re-

probated on the other fide in ra-

ther fevere terms. It was faid to

be a dired libel on the whole Bri-

tifh army ; it was no lefs than fay-

ing, that the men, who at prefent

compofed the army, were defi-

cient in thofe qualities of enter-

prize and fpirit ; and were accord-
ingly incapable through that de-
fe^, notwithftanding their mili-

tary fkill and experience, of un-
dertaking the particular fervice for

which that gentleman was def-

tined and qualified.—It was like-

wife replied to the American fe-

cretary, that it was fmgular he
Ihould rife in vindication of a gen-
Cleman who had not been at-

tacked, and fay nothing In de-

fence of miniilers, againft whom
the whole ftrength of the de-

bate had gone. The reafon, in-

deed, he gave for the appointment

was, they laid, curious. No other

offers, he faid, were then made—
was that a reafon for accepting

tl\is ? No other offers for that par-

ticular provifion could be made, as

the nature of the fervice was only

known to the gentleman in quef-

tion.

The queftion before the com-
mittee, was, whether the fums

allotted in the eftimates for the

raiftng and fupport of the new
corps Ihould be agreed to. The
queftion being refpeftively put on

Col, Holroyd's dragoons, and

Col. Humberftone's corps, was
agreed to without a divifion. But

with refped; to Col. Fullarton's

corps, the committee divided,

when the queftion was carried for

granting the fum propofed in the

eftimate, by a majority of 102

to 66.

But the fucceeding
.^ ^^^

day, was to dimnguilh ^

the prefent felTion from every other

fmce the revolution ; and was

likewife to lay the ground for

thofe fubfequent events, which

brought out fo much immediate

bitternefs of reproach, relative to

the fluftuation of conduft or prin-

ciple in no fmall number of mem-
bers of the Houfe of Commons,
and which have finally afiixed a

charge, at leaft, of inconfiftency,

which will not foon be worn off,

upon the character of that parha-

ment. That day was deftined, by

a previous order, to the taking

into confideration the petitions of

the people of England ; amount-

ing to about forty in number ;

4 and
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and conveying their fentiments and

names in fuch an immenfc quantity

of parchment, as feemed rather

calculated to bury than to cover the

fpeaker's table.

The buiinefs was opened, and
the fubjeft delineated by Mr. Dun-
ning. It feems almoft needlefs to

add, that the arrangement was
clear, and the reprefentation

ll-rong and accurate. He obferved,

that independent of all other great

public objecfls recommended by
the petitions to the care and atten-

tion of parliament, and which,

according to the different ideas of
the various clafles of petitioners,

were of a various nature, there

was, however, one great funda-

mental point on which they all

hinged. This was, the fetting

limits to the increafed, dangerous,

and unconftitutional influence of
the crown, and an osconomical

expenditure of the public mo-
ney. For although thefe feemed
to be feparate objedls ; yet they

might be fairly confolidated into

one great principle. For inftance,

if the public money was faithful-

ly applied, and frugally expended,
that would, in its eiFeft, reduce
the undue influence of the crown ;

if, on the other hand, that in-

fluence was retrained within its

natural and conllitutional bounds,
it would immediately reftore the

loll: energy of parliament, and once
more give efficacy to the exercife

of that great power, of feeing to

the difpofal, and controaling the

expenditure of the public money,
v.ith which the conllitution had
particularly inverted that houfe.
He took a ftiort but accurate

^iew of the feveral queftions
which had hitherto been agitated
upon the fubjeft, with a critical

invelllgation of the difi^erent

grounds on which they were fup-
ported and oppofed. Mr. Burke's
fcheme of reform, held the firfi;

place in this courfe of examination;
which he defcribed, with refpeft

to the labour and difiiculty of the
talk, the number and magnitude
of the various and complicated

objeOs which it embraced, and
the heterogeneous and difcordant

nature of that chaos of matter,

which he had feparated, reduced,

and by a new arrangement com-
bined in fuch admirable light and
order, as one of the firft efi^orts of
human ability and genius ; and as

equally affording an inllance of
uncommon zeal, unrivalled induf-

try, and of invincible perfeverance.

He obferved, that this fcheme
was partly upon the plan of the

petitions ; that if it did not em-
brace every thing that was de-

fcribed or pointed to in the peti-

tions, it contained nothing that

was not confonant to their letter

and fpirit ; nor did it exclude or

determine againft a fyllable of
their contents. The hillory

which he gave of the original re-

ception of that fcheme ; of the

progrefs of the eltablilhment bill,

and of the various oppofition

which it encountered, unto die late

defeat, which he confidered as its

final cataflrophe, was highly curi-

ous, intereJling, and full of keen
political obfervation.

With refpedl to the firft article,

Mr. Dunning drew a diftindlion,

(not very honourable to thofe

whom it affeded) between the ge-

nuine fentiments of the- houfe,

when adling from their own imme-
diate feelings and perceptions, and

the imprefiions afterwards made
upon them from \sic!iout. To
W 3 the
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the firft he attributed the univer-

fal applaufe and the high eulo-

giums, which Mr. Burke's pro-

pofitions received on their being

iiril opened to the houfe. The
temper and difpofition which af-

terwards appeared, he was con-

vinced originated out of that

houfe; and would never othervvife

have prevailed within its walls.

For after fuch general approba-

tion, the bill was let down foftly.

Firft, it contained fome matter

worthy of approbation, then, it

was doubtful ; at laft, it was
fundamentally wrong and danger-

ous.

He obferved, that in the courfe

of the very important conteft on
different parts of the eftablifhment

bill, notwithftanding the dexterity

ufed on the other fide, fome mat-
ters of great public concern were
brought unwillingly out ; and

which indeed were the caufe for

his entering at prefent upon the

fubjeft. Particularly, in the dif-

culfion of the firft claufe of that

bill, for abolifhing the office of a

third lecretary of ftate, two fun-

damental points were brought into

controverfy. It had been affirmed,

that the influence of the crown
was not too great. It had been

aflerted, that the influence of the

crown, even fuch as it was ftated

to be in argument, was conftitu-

tional and neceffary : and it had
alfo been alTerted, that the other

point infifted on in the petitions,

the enquiry into the expenditure

of the Civil Lift Revenue, was a

bufinefs not competent to that

houfe. After taking notice how
the minlfter fhrunk from the con-

teft, when it was ftrenuoufly endea-

voured on his fide, to bring the

gueftion forward to abide the deci-

fion of the houfe ; he obferved

that the claufe was, hotvever, loft,

under pretence that the office was
not ufelefs, or if it was, that no
evidence of its being ufelefs ap-
peared.

The next claufe, he faid, rela-

tive to the abolition of the board
of trade, was oppofed on the fame
oflenfibie ground of its not being
ufelefs. The minifter, however,
befides the oftenfible ground, main-
tained both the other dodlrines,

that the influence of the crown
was not too much, and that par-

liament had no right to controul

the Civil Lift Expenditure ; but
the houfe was not to be drove.

The houfe revolted, and the claufe

for abolifhing the board of trade

was carried by a fmall majority.

The next claufe of the eftablifh-

ment bill, Mr. Dunning obferved,

was openly oppofed on principle ;

and that principle fupported, in

one ftiape or other, by a great ma-
jority of that houfe. The king's

houfhold was deemed facred ; it

was not to be touched ; a diftinc-

tion was made by fome of thofe

who gave the minifter that majo-
rity ; ufelefs places which related

to the functions of the ftate, they

held, might be aboHftied ; but the

king's revenue, for the fupport of
his houfhold, was his own perfonal

revenue, with which parliament

neither had, nor could have any
thing to do. That decifion he
confidered as giving the death-

wound to his friend's bill.

The next attempt, he obferved,

made in purfuance of the petitions,

or in compliance with the wifhes

of the people, was that by Col.

Barre, for inftituting a committee

of accounts. But the noble mi-

nifter, he faid, after freely pro-

mifing
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mifing his full afiiftance to the

meafure, well foreieeing, that it

would bring out many things ex-

tremely irklbme and unplealant to

himfelf, defeated the defign, by

running a race with his honour-

able friend for the bill, and fnatch-

ing it out of his hands, where it

had been placed, by the unanimous

voice and approbation of that

hobfe. He heavily ccnfured the

mancEUvrc of the miniller in this

bufmef?, both as it refpeded him

in the charader of a gentleman,

and in that of his public capacity :

nor did he lefs condemn his fublH-

tuted bill for a commiflion of ac-

counts, which he defcribed as

being totally unprofitable, if not

worfe.

Two other efforts, he obferved,

were made towards anfwering one

of the principal objeds of the peti-

tioners, by lefTening the influence

of the crown in that houfe. The
one was Sir George Saville's mo-
tion for the produdion of the pen-

fion lirt ; which was excellently

calculated for anfwering that pur-

pofe ; but which he had the mor-
tification of feeing defeated like

the foregoing. The other was
Sir Philip Jennings Gierke's bill

for the exclufion of contradors ;

which had the good fortune of be-

ing carried through that houfe.

Thus, tlie whole of what had
been obtained, in confcqucnce of

that pile of parchment before

ihem, containing the fentiments,

the prayers, and the petitions of
above one hundred thoufand elec-

tors, and through fuch laudable

^ efforts, fuch late and frequent dif-

cuflion, and fo many arduous
llrugglcs within the houfe, a-

mountcd only to a fmgle claufc in

the cllablifhment bill, which fland-

jug naked, as it did, could be

confidered of little or no impor-

tance ; to the minifter's runaway

bill, which was as dired an infult to

that houfe, as it was a bare faced

mockery of their conflituents ; and

to the contrador's bill, which the

friends of adminiilrauon predid

will flill mifcarry ; or if that hope

fhould fail, openly boall, that fuch

means are contrived as will de-

feat all its purpofes. Such, he

faid, was the manner in which

the dutiful petitions of the peo-

ple of England had hitherto been

treated.

He then ftated, that as every

other means had failed of produc-

ing any effed adequate to the

prayer of the petitions, he thought

it his duty, and it was the duty of

the houfe, to take fome determi-

nate meafure, by which the people

might know, without equivoca-

tion, what they had to truft to,v

and whether their petitions were
adopted or rejeded. To bring

both the points contefted between
the petitioners and minifters fairly

to iffue, he fhould frame two
propofitions, abflrtdled from the

petitions on the table, and take

the fenfe of the committee upon
them. He meant, that they fliould

be fhort, and as fimple as pofTible,

fo as to draw forth a dired affirma-

tive or negative.

He then moved his firft propo-
fition, " That the influence of
the crown has increafed, is increaf-

ing, and ought to be diminifhed.'*

—He fupported his motion princi-

pally upon the public notoriety of
the fad ; and difclaimed feeking

for that kind of explicit proofs,

which, as they were necefl'ary,

were likewife eafily obtained in

other cafes ; but which, in this

being impradicable, it was of

courfe ridiculous 10 require. The
[L] I queilion.
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quciuon, he faid, mufl: be decided

by the consciences of thofe, who
as a jury were called upon to de-

termine, what was or was not

within their knowledge.—He ob-

ferved, however, as a collateral

circumftance of evidence, that no-

thing Icfs than the molt alarming

and corrupt influence, could induce

a number of gentlemen in that

houfe, to fupport the minifter by
their votes in thofe meafures within

doors, which they condemned and

reprobated without. That tliis

y.'zs tht cafe, and v/ithin his own
immediate knowleage, he declared

upon his honour ; and added, that

though he was not himielf very

fqueamilh, nor over-delicate, in

giving his opinion upon the mea-
fures of adminiftration, he had
never indulged himfelf in throw-

ing upon them fuch fevere epi-

thets, as had fallen in his prefence

from the mouths of members a-

broad, who, notA ithftanding, fup-

ported them within thofe walls

;

nor was the number Imall, for,

but that the tafk would be too in-

vidious, he could mention no lefs

than fifty members of that houfe,

who (had held that language and

condudl.

On the other hand, the mini-

fters and their friends conte''.ded,

that tiie refoiution now moved a as

clearly an abflraft propofi;ic....

—

The karnsd gen^Lman had de-

clared;, that he wo.^'d not inform

the houle what further meafi.res

he intends": to graft upcr his in-

tended refolutions ; this aftbrded

to them all the properties, and
even the cxaft definition of an ab-

ftradt queition. There were, to be

fure, inilances in the records of

parliament, in which abflrad quef-

liyris v/ere moved aad agreed toj

but they were very improper ex-
amples to be followed ; and in

general, even in thofe cafes, they

related to fome previous proceed-

ings in the houle, fome difputed

point, fome fubjedl of controverfy

under difcuffion, in which the

fenfe of the houfe was particularly

called for. When this happened
not to be the cafe, tlic perfon who
propofed to the houfe to vote an
abftraft queftion, having a pro-
fpeftive view to meafures which
were to be engrafted in it, was
bound by the nature of the requi-

fition, to explain wha^ thofe mea-
fures were intended to be ; other-

wife, one of thofe two things might
happen, either that the houfe
fhould vote an abftradl queftion to

no manner of purpofe, or that after

having agreed to the leading pro-
portion, they might, notwith-

ftanding, be under a necefiity of
rejefting the meafure to be en-
grafted on it, although that mea-
fure might well bear a ftrong feem-
ing relation to the antecedent re-

foiution ; a circumftance which
would throw a difgraceful appear-
ance of inconfiftency and abfurdity

upon their proceedings.

The propofed refoiution, they

faid, came fully within thefe pre-

dicaments. It was purely abftraft,

as not being connedled witli anv
one meafure whatever; it pointed,

to no remedy, nor was it appa-

rently defigned to avert any evil.

Many gentlemen in that houfe

might poffibly think, that the in-

fluence of tlie crown was really

increafmg ; others, that it was in-

cieu.ed ; and fome, perhaps, that

it ought to be diminifhed. Thefe,

through their ignorance of what
wr-s to follow, might vote for the

abitj-aft propofition fimply as h
f.ooa

i
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ftood ; and yet might afterwards

totally difapprove of the meafure

V'ith which the learned gentleman

intended to follow it up ; whereas,

if the meafure of corredlion had ac-

companied the fafl of abufe, they

would, from a knowledge of its

tendency, have rejected the quef-

tion in the abitraft.

They objeded to the total want

of evidence to fupport the fadls ;

and could for themfelves anfwer

that they were wholly unfounded.

The flightell view of the ibte of

public affairs would direftly over-

throw the whole fuppoiition. Was
it a time when America was loll !

it was feared irretrievably loft !

when that lofs was fucceeded by

a war with France, and another

with Spain ; was it a time, after

fo long a feries of difappointments,

untoward events, ill fuccefs and
lofl'es, and all the unpopular con-

fcquences incident to fucb a flate

of things, to fuppofe that the

influence of the crown was in-

creafed ? Ti.e people were hea-

vily burthened ; they forefaw an
increafe of thofe burthens daily

approaching ; they felt the lofs of
America; they were difappointed

and out of temper ; in fuch cir-

cumftances to talk of the influence

of the crown, was abfurd and pre-

pofterous.

It was befides argued to be un-
fair and unjuft with refpeft to the

piefent adminiftration. It would
appear, they faid, if the prefent

refolation was adopted, at leaft to

the people without doors, that this

mfluence had originated, and was
daily increafing, under the pre-
fe'nt adminirtration. This implied
a cenfure of fo fcvere a nature, as

called for the moft found and fub-

Aantial proof before it fliould be

admitted, much lefs eftablilhed bf
a vote of parliament. For if any
fuch influence exifted at all, it

muft have exifted before the pre-
fent minifters were born ; but the
charge was not accompanied or
fupported by a fmgle argument,
which could diftinguifti this admi-
niftration even from any other dur-
ing the prefent reign.

They farther urged, that the

prefent mode of carrying on the

government of this country had
continued the fame cxa£lly from
the revolution downwards ; and
unlefs fome proof were {hewn that

an influence, whatever that might
be, exifted at prefent, diiferent

from that which was fuppofed to

exift in former times, the prefent

vote would be replete with danger
to the conftitutxon ; for it would
tend to alter that fyftem of go-
vernment, which had been efta-

bliftied by our forefathers ; and
which had been approved of, con-
tinued, and confirmed, by feveral

fucceeding generations.

The aflTertion, as to the rcpro-

batio« of the meafures of minifters

without doors, by thofe who had
fupported them within, was bit-

terly refented. The fa61 itfelf

feemed to be doubted, as much as

propriety would admit of; and a
court lord, after every poflible de-r

gree of execration of fuch men, if

they really exifted, called upon
them to quit his fide of the houfe,

and to go over to the other, em-
phatically crying out, " Go, you
worft of men, be your hearts and
motives ever fo corrupt, preferve

fome appearance of principle and
decency, and fupport thofe prin-

ciples in public, which you ap-

prove of, and fecretly avow, in

private,"
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The fpeaker, on this day, took a

decided part in fupport of the mo-
tion. He obferved, that however

irkfome it was to him to take any

part in their debates, and however

cautious he was, and ought to be,

of obtruding his own private opi-

nions on the houfe, there were

cafes, and he confidered the pre-

fent as one of them, in which it

would be criminal in him to re-

main filent. The queftion before

them, he faid, was of infinite con-

fequence to that houfe, and to the

people at large ; both were under

the greatefl obligation to the learn-

ed gentleman who had brought it

under difcuflion ; and however it

might be determined, he was

happy in the opportunity which it

afforded him of difcharging his

duty, as a member of that houfe,

both to his conllituents, and to his

country in general.

He denied that the queftion was

in any degree abftract ; it was a

queftion of fadl. What w^ere the

fafts ? It de fired the houfe to re-

folve in the firft inftance, that the

influence of the crown was in-

creafed ; who would doubt the

truth of that faft r—That it is in-

creafing ; could any man doubt of

that either ? He believed not. If

there was any fuch perfon prefent,

he was fure that he was not him-

felf that perfon. He had feen fo

many inftances of both fince he

had the honour of a feat in that

houfe, as fufliciently juftified him
in faying, that the influence of the

crown had increafed, and was in-

creafmg. The petitions on the

table averred the faft; it was the

duty of that houfe to fay whether

it was or was not fo. It was an

allegation which called for no

proofs 5 it did not indeed admit of

any. It could only be known t«

the members of that houfe, and
they were the only perfons com-
petent to relolve it ; for fuch were
the circumftances of the affair, that

if it were even proved by evidence,

they only could know whether the

evidence was true or falfe. They
were bound as jurors, by the con-

viftion arifmg in their own minds,

and were obliged to determine ac-

cordingly.

He appealed to the feelings

and experience of gentlemen wtio

heard him, if the influence of the

crown had not increafed, was not

daily increafing, and whether it

was not the duty of that houfe to

limit it .'' He profeffed himfelf a

friend to the legal conftitutional

prerogatives of the crown ; but he

contended that thefe afforded the

only legitimate influence, which it

could have, or ought to exercife

;

and afked, whether it was not a

very vain and idle thing to limit

or mete out the prerogatives of the

crown, while they permitted ano-

ther, and much more dangerous,

becaufe a concealed influence, to

operate in their ftead.

He further obferved, that the

fpecies of government eftabliflied

in this country, under its true and

proper definition of a monarchy li-

mited by law, he was free to fay,

required no other affiftance for the

exercife of its funftions, than what

it derived from the conftitution

and the laws. That the powers

vefted in the executive part of go-

vernment, and in his opinion wife-

ly placed there, were ample and

fufiicient for all the purpofes of

good government, and without any

further aid, were much too ample

for the purpofes of bad govern-

ment ; and he thought himfelf

boun^
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bound as an honeft man to declare,

that the influence of the crown had

increafed far beyond the ideas of

a monarchy ftridly limited in its

nature and extent.

Such dodrines and opinions,

coming from fuch an authority,

could not but produce fome con-

fiderable efteft. The fpeaker like-

wife obferved to the committee,

that it might poflibly be very gall-

ing to them to be informed of their

duty by the petitioiters ; but they

ihould recolledl that it was entire-

ly their own fault. He was forry,

in one fcnfe, to fee thofe petitions

before them ; becaufe he was of

opinion, that the houfe, confcious

of its own duty, fliould have pre-

vented the neceflity. What the

petitioners now demanded, Ihould

have originated within their own
walls ; and then, what now would

bear too much the appearance of

compulfion, would have been re-

ceived with gratitude on the one

fide, and conferred with credit and

a good grace on the other. But at

any rate they were to confider, that

they were then fitting as the re-

prefentatives of the people, and
folely for their advantage and be-

nefit ; and that they in duty flood

pledged to that people, who were
their creators, for the faithful dif-

charge of their truft.

The Lord Advocate of Scotland,

in order to obtain a negative to

the motion, propofed to Itrengthen

the proportion in fuch a manner,
as, he thought, mull of neceflity

occafion its rejeftion. He accord-
ingly moved as an amendment the

following words, " That it is

'" now neceflary to declare," an a-

mendmcnt which the oppofition

(undoubtedly from a fenfe of their

flrength) readily, and perhaps

unexpet^edly agreed to. The
amended quellion then flood

thus,—That it is the opinion of
this committee, that it is now ne-
cefliary to declare, that the influ-

ence of the crown is increafed, in-

creafing, and ought to be dimi-

nlfhed.

The committee divided about

iz o'clock, when the motion fo

amended was carried by a ma-
jority of 18; the numbers being

233, who fupported Mr. Dun-
ning's propofition, to 215, who
voted with adminiftration againfl

it. Thus the minifler, a fecond

time in this feflion, found himfelf

in a minority.

Mr. Dunning then moved his

fscond propofition, " That it is

' competent to this houfe to cxa-
* mine into, and to correft abufes

' in the expenditure of tl • civil

* lift revenues, as we!^ as in

* every other branch of the pub-
* lie revenue, whenever it fhall

feem expedient to the wifdom
< of this houfe fo to do."

Although the minifler requefled

that the committee would not pro-

ceed any farther that night, the

queflion was notwithflanding put,

and carried without a divifion.

But the new majority, after the

vexation of fo many years labour

in the ineff"ed;ive efforts of a mi-

nority, were now determined to

make the moft of the advantages

aftbrded by tlieir new fituation.

Mr. T. Fitt, accordingly (who

had taken a mofl aftive and fpi-

rited part in the debates of the

day) moved the following rcfolu-

tion. That it is the opinion of this

committee, " that it is the duty

" of tills houfe to provide, as far

" as may be, an immediate and
" effcdual rcdrefs of the abufes

" com-



172] ANNUAL REGISTER, 1780.

*' complained of in the petitions

•• prefented to this houfe, from
" the different counties, cities,

" and towns in this kingdom."
The minifter again intrcated

and implored, but with no better

fuccefs than before, tliat the com-
mittee would not proceed any far-

ther for that night. No ground of

argument being viken againll, nor

oppolidon whatever made to this

conclufive motion, it was carried

in the aflirmative without an appa-

rent diffent.

The bufmefs was not, however,

vet over. The houfe being re-

lumed, Mr. Fox moved, that the

Tefolutions fhould be immediately

reported. This was oppoied by
the minifter, with ail the force he

yet retained, as being unufual,

violent, and arbitrary. But the

torrent was too ftrong to be re-

filled. The reiblutions were feve-

rally reported and received ; and,

after being read a firft and fecond

time, were agreed to, and con-

firmed by the houfe, without a

divifion.

Such was the complete and de-

eifive viftory gained, in behalf of

the petitions, by the oppoluion, on-

thai extraordinary and memorable
day. The exultmicn and triumph

on one fide of the houfe, was only

equalled by the evident dcpreffion

and difmav which prevailed on

the fide of adminiftration. In-

deed the appearance of things was

fufficient to ilrike the boldelt with

difmay ; nor does it feem, that

any propofition could have been

brought fairly before the houfe on

that night, which, in the fpirit

that then prevailed, would not

have been carried againft the mi-

nifters. When the nature and

the tendency of the questions are

confidered, and the manner in

which they were carried, is atten-

tively viewed, fcarcely any thing

more important feems to have
been fo propofed and carried fince

the revolution. The fyftem of the

court was fhaken to its founda-

tions. Without doors, the joy
and triumph in moft parts of
England, as well in moft of the

counties that did not petition, as

in thofe that did, was great and
general ; and though not dif-

played in the fame manner, would
not perhaps have been exceeded,

on occafion of the moft decilive

victory over a foreign enemy.
it can be no matter of furprize,

that under the preffure of fach

circumftances, and pulhed without

mercy on all fides as he was, the

minifter fhould in fome inftances

be throv/n off his guard fo much,
as to ihevv ftrong marks of indig-

nation and refentment ; more ef-

pecially when keen perfonal re-

proach was fuperadded to the ge-

neral fenfe of misfortune. This
effect was particularly produced by
the feverity of fome ftriclures

thrown cut by Mr. Thomas Pitt;

who obfcrved, that there could

not be a more indubitable proof of

the enormous and deftruftive in-

fluence of the crown, than that

noble lord afforded in the poffef-

fion of his prefent office, after fo

many years of lofs, misfortune,

and calamity, as had already

marked the fatal courfe cf his ad-

miniftration. He aCced, whether

that noble lord had rot loft Ame-
rica ? Whether he had not fquan-

dered many millions of the pub-

lic money, and wafted rivers cf

blood of the fubjefts of Great

Britain. And yet, though the

whole country with one voice cried

out
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out againft him, and execrated his

American war, the noble lord IHU

held his place. Could this pof-

fibly be afcribed to any other caufe

than to the overgrown influence of

the crown, along with that dar-

ing exertion of it, which fets the

voice and the interefts of the peo-

ple at naught. The noble lord,

he faid, had funk and degraded

the honour of Great Britain ; the

name of an Englifhman was now
no longer a matter to be proud of

;

the time had been v/hen it was the

envy of all the world : it had

been the introdudtion to univerfal

refped, but the noble lord had

contrived to fmk it almoll beneath

contempt. He had rendered his

countrymen and their country def-

picable in the eyes of every other

power. It muft have required

more than a common ftock of phi-

lofophy to remain unmoved, un-

der fuch a weight of invetlive,

and under charges of fuch a na-

ture.

... , On the next day of
"

* bufmefs, the houfe be-

ing in a committee on the fubjecl

of the petitions, Mr. Dunning, in

purfuance of his plan, moved a

refolution to the following pur-

port. That in order to feeure the

independence of parliament, and

to obviate all fufnicions of its pu-

rity, that w'thin ieven days after

the meeting of parliament, every

feflion, there be laid before that

houfc, by the proper officer, an ac-

count of all monies paid out of
the civil lift, or any part of the

public revenue, to or for the ule,

or in truft, for any member of
parliament, fince the hi} recefs,

by every perfon who fhall have
paid the fame.

This motion was but faiatly

oppofed ; the principal grounds of
argument being, that the com-
mons paihng rcfolutions, which
were in fad tefts, might occafion

fome difference with the other

houfe ; and the old doftrine, of
the indelicacy of fuppofing, that

men of honour and charadler

could be biafled in their public

opinions and votes, by the confi-

deration of any paltry emolu-
ments. Thefe were however over-

ruled, and the refolution carried.

witliout dithculty.

Mr. Dunning then moved. That
the perfons holding the offices of
treafurer of the chamber, treafurer

of the houfhold.coftererof the houf-

hold, comptroller of the houfhold,

mafter of the houfhold, clerks of the

green cloth, with all their deputies,

be rendered incompatible with a
feat in that houfe.—Thus avowed-
ly endeavouring to remedy, fo faras

it could now be done, the failure of
that claufe in Mr. Burke's eftab-

lifhment bill, which went to the

total abolition of thofe very offices-

This motion was warmly oppofed,

and brought out fome confiderable

debate, in which the propriety of

place bills, with the feveral quali-

fications and exceptions to th^

principle, were much and ingeni-

oufly agitated. It was, however,

more flrenuoufly oppofed in a6l, in

the ftruggle of an exceedingly

clofe diviiion, than even in argu-
ment. The queflion being called

for at a late hour, the motion was
carried, in a very full houfe, by
a majority of two only ; the num •

bers, upon a divlfion, being 211;,

to 213. This was the minilter's

third minority. However, he
fcemed to gather llrength.

Thus fr.r, the new majority had

kept their ground. Experience*

however.
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however, foon taught them, that

they could only hold it on certain

queftions, and in certain feafons.

, The firil check they re-

'3 • ceived was on the lecond

reading of Mr. Crewe's bill, for

excluding revenue officers from

voting on the eleftion of members

of parliament. As this bill was on

the fame principle with that which

had been brought forward by the

late Mr. Dowdefwell about ten

years before, the ground of argu-

ment was necefiarily the fame on

both fides which we then ftated

;

with this addition on one, that

the prefent bill v^ent to two of the

great objefts of the petitions, to

diminifh the influence of the

crown, and to reftore or fecure

the independence of parliament ;

the oppofition from thence con-

tending, that the houfe was

bound by its own late determina-

tions to fupport the bill. The
debate was long, and the queftion

ftrongly argued on both fides.

The one, holding out the injuf-

tice and cruelty of depriving a

great body of men of their fran-

chifes, without any crime proved

or alledged to juftify the forfei-

ture ; and the other infilling, that

the bill would deprive them of no

franchifes, for that no revenue

officer, while he continued fuch, ei-

ther did or could poflefs a free vote :

fo that inftead of injullice or cruel-

ty, it would be a great relief to

thefe people, as it would fave them

from the hard neceffity, of either

voting againft their inclination and

confcience, or of lofing their

places ; the bill did not deprive,

it only fufpended the officer's

franchife, until he was in a litua-

tion which would admit of his e:'.-

ercifmg it properly, that is, with-

out reftraint ; the option eithet

of holding his place, or of excrcif-

ing his franchife, would always
lie with himfelf.

The bill was, however, thrown
out upon a divifion, about ten at

night, by a majority of 224, to

195 ; fo well was the houfe attend-

ed at this time. The illnefs of
the fpeaker, on the following day,

occafioned a fudden ceflation. The
houfe was adjourned unto the 24.th

day of the month.
During this interval, the con-

tradlor's bill brought out long and
very confiderable debates in the

Houfe of Lords. Upon the fe-

cond readinp-, the . ., ,

Duke of Bolton ha- ^P"^ ^th.

ving moved that the bill Ihould

be committed, a powerful and
determined oppofition on the fide

of adminillration immediately ap-
peared, in which the fecreta-

ries of ftate, and both the great

law lords in office took a principal

fhare.

The court lords infilled, that

the principle of the bill was falfe,

and that it propofed manifeft in-

jullice. It was likewife a direft

infringement of that great prero-

gative of the crown, which fets it

above all controul whatever, in

the articles of making and con-

ducing war. The principle was

falfe, in fuppofing difhonefty and

corruption without any manner of

evidence. It was cruel and unjuft,

in infilling punilhment without

proof of criminality or guilt. It

would deprive a refpeftable body

of men of their natural rights, as

well as of their municipal fran-

chifes, without the fmalleft charge,

or even pretence, of their having

committed any aft which could in-

cur a forfeiture. Indeed it reached

t»
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to thofe who could commit no ai^,

for it decreed punilhment to men
yet unborn.

With all its other enormities,

the bill, they faid, went to the

direft lubverfion of the conftitu-

tion, by depriving the people of

England of their inherent and in-

valuable right, of choofmg thofe

perfons whom they trufted and

liked, to be their reprefentatives

in parliament. Nor was its ten-

dency more unjuft to individuals,

more injurious to the prerogative,

or more inimical to the conltitu-

tion, than it would be found per-

nicious to the public fervice of the

ftate in time of war. For it would

deter all reputable merchants and

gentlemen of charader, v/ho had

a nice fenfe of honour, and who
were not difpofed to forfeit the

common rights and franchifes of

citizens, from fupplying our fleets

and armies, upon any terms, with

thofe neccfiarics, which it would
frequently happen, that no others

could furnifh. And at any rate,

it would throw that bufmefs en-

tirely into the hands of men, »vho

either wanted means and ability

to fulfil their contrafts, or inclina-

tion and honefty to fulfil them
properly.

The bill indeed provides, that

thofe who become contradors at a

public bidding, after 25 days pre-

vious notice given in the Gazette,

fliall not be fubjedl to its penalties

;

that is, they will not be rendered
incapable of a feat in the Houfc of
Commons. But the circumllances
and exigencies of war are frequent-
ly luch, as to require the greateft

pofllble difpatch, and the moit in-

violable fecrecy. It may fre-

quently happen that the lofs of
half that time in providing the

(lores or nece/Taries which were
wanted, would be attended with
the moil ruinous confequences :

and fuch a public advertifement
would bcfides afford dire6l infor-

mation to the enemy of the nature
and defign, of whatever expedi.
tion or enterprize was then in con-
templation. It was frequently

neccflary, they faid, to provide

for future as well as prefent exi-

gencies in contradts. Their very

nature often forbids their being
public. The mode of public ad-

vertifement now propofed, would
likcwife enhance the prices of the

commodity in fuch a degree, that

the executive officers of govern-
ment would be incapable of car-

rying on the public bufmefs.

Were then, they faid, the

gentlemen, who performed fuch

eminent and eflential fervices to

their country, as the provifion of
tliofe fupplies, without which
fleets and armies are inefFedual, to

be, for that reafon only, debarred

from fcrving it in another manner,
for which, by their fortunes and
abilities, they might probably be
no lefs qualified ? Was it a part

of the fyftem included in the pre-

fent rage of novelty and reform,

either to banifh the mercantile in-

terefl: from the Houfe of Com-
mons, or to place the exiitence of
our fleets and armies in the hands
of beggars and bankrupts ?

They reprobated in high terms

the indignity offered to the hu-
man heart and underltanding, in

fuppofmg that men of charader,

fortune, and fenfe, would forfeit

their good name and reputation,

and facrihce thofe public interelts

in which they were fo deeply

concerned, by proftituting their

votes in parliament for the paltry

emolu-
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emoluments of an office, or the

profits of a contradl, cither of

which muft bear a very diminu-

tive proportion to the value of

their private eftates, which were

wholly ftaked in the welfare and
fecurity of their country. The
vulgar but popular prejudice,

they {liid, of fuppofing every mi-

nifter corrupt, and that every man
wlio has any contraft with go-
vernment, whatever his former in-

tegrity might have been, becomes
likewife corrupt from that inftant,

could not be fufficiently exploded,

or treated with too much con-

tempt. Who could be fuppofed

fo bafe or fo foolifh, as to facrifice

his reputation, and his perma-
nent interefts, for a precarious in-

come or office ? But if it were

even admitted, that a few fuch

wretched and unworthy charac-

ters might poffibly exift, would

the multiplying of penal laws,

eradicate the vices, or corred the

enormities of mankind ? Had they

produced that efFeft with refpeft

to gaming, the moll deilrudlive to

a ftate of all vices ?.

But admitting, what was very

poffible, that fome particular per-

ibns might have been guilty of im
pofition or fraud in their contrafts,

ilill there could be no occafion

for the interference of parliament,

much lefs for agreeing to the pre-

fent bin. — The laws had very

wifely provided proper punifh-

ment for public as well as private

delinquency ; and the courts of

Juftice were always open to due

examination, and ready to enforce

the laws. Such matters fhould

therefore be left by parliament

to their natural courfe. They
might poffibly, if there were fuch,

eomc ultimately and properly be-

fore that houfe in its judicial ca-

pacity. But at any rate, the

public could never fail of obtain-

ing jufKce againft the cfFender?,

without the interpofition of par-

liament. They had indeed heard,

both formerly and now, a great

deal about Atkinfon's rum con-

tradls ; and it was endeavoured to

bring thofe tranfadtions forward

as a fort of evidence in fupport of
the prefent bill. But that houfe

being totally unacquainted with

the circumftances of the affair,

could form no opinion at all upon
it; if any thing improper appear-

ed in thofe tranfadlions, the law
would take due cognizance of it,

and punilhment would neceffarily

follow conviftion. A great law

authority threw fome light upon
this fubjedt, which had been fo

often brought into difcuffion. But
the public, he faid, could be no
lofers b" the affair ; as the noble

lord at the head of the treafury

had flopped the money overcharg-

ed, in the flrft inftance ; and the

matter of the fecond, was now in

a due courfe of inveftigation.

The lords on that fide contend-

ed, that there were many other

objeflions of great weight againft

the bill. Particularly with refpedl

to the propofed new mode of con-

tradl s, they obferved, that the

moft improper men, would proba-

bly be the loweft bidders ; but

that there was ftill a matter of
greater danger and mifchief to be

apprehended, which was, that the

enemy might fecretly employ
agents at thefe public biddings,

merely to thwart and ruin the

public fervice.

They fcarcely combated the

bill lefs with refpeft to its ob-

jedlsj than its principle. Thefe
were
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people of England at large. As
little could they fubmit to the po-
fition held out on the other fide,

that they had no right of inter-
ference or r jeition with refpedl
to the preient bill, hum its being
a matter of cl'^;mellic regulation
which related merely to the com-
mons houfe. 'Ihis they comijnted
on two grounds For it the • jC-

mifes had been even fairly Hated,

they could by no means adrait

the inference The very circum-
ftance, that the bill mult cf ne-
cefiity go through their houfe af-

ter it had palTed the commons,
clearly fnewed, that they nnid
have a right and power of rejec-

tion, as well as of deliberation

and enquiry. But in faft, the
bill was not merely a matter of
domellic regulation ; it could in-

deed anfwer vc^ry little, if any
thing CO that purpofe. It was on
the contrary a great queilion of
ftate. It included in its embrace
the royal prerogative, the confti-

tution, the private rights of in-

dividuals, and the public rights

of the people at large; and would
befides ellabliih, or give a fanc-

tion, to quelHons of dangerous
import, relative to the fuppofed
influeice of the crown, and to

the honour and independence of
parliament.

A ncJble e?.rl in high office ob-
ferved, that the time was fail ap-
proaching, if not already arrived,

when the weight and importance
of that houfe muft neceflarily be-
come apparent to the whole na-
tion. They were placed as a bar-

rier *by the conititution, between
the extenfion of power and prero-

gative, on the one hand, and the

violence of the people, or the in-

novations of iiitt commons, on the

[AfJ o.bcr.

were two, namely, to reftore the

independency of parliament, by

diminilhing the fuppofed increas-

ed influence of the crown, and to

promote ceconomy in the expen-

diture of the public money. The
firft objedt, they contended, did

not exill, and therefore could not

be attained. Could any man
venture to fay, that either houfe

of parliament was at this day in

a ftate of dependence or flavery ?

Or, what proof could be given,

that the influence of the crown

was increafed, or increaf:ng ? If

all other were wanting, the paf-

fing of the prefent bill through

the other houfe, and their late-

boafted refolutlons, would afford

the mod inconteftible evidence in

both refpefts to the contrary. But
fuppofing that influence had real-

ly exilted, the prefent b:II was
totally inadequate to that, its

firft and principal objeft. The
fecond objeft indeed, of promot-
ing public ceconomy, was a mat-

ter v'orthy of the higheft confi-

der.ition ; but this bill was as de-

fective in that refped as in the

other ; and thus was, in faft. to-

totally incommenfurate to both its

objedts.

But it was advanced on the

other fide, that thofe refolutions

palled in the other houfe, were to

be received as evidence, and even
in fome mcafure to influence the

condudl of that. On thefe points,

however, they muft totally differ.

They could only confider thefe

refolutions as the opinions of 233
members of that houfe, and per-
haps of a number of their con-
ftituents ; but they could by no
means confider them as any abfo-

lute proof of the fadls they related

10, nor even as the fenfe of the

Vol. XXIII.
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other. When miftaken notions,

and falfe reprcfentations of vir-

tue and liberty, hiid either de-

ceived the people at large, or the

members of the other houfe, it

was their duty, who had as dear

an intercft in the conftitution as

either, or both, to ftep forth as

its hereditary guardians, and ef-

feflually to controul, reltrain,

and refill:, the delirium of virtue,

the rage of iunovacion, and the

inadnefs of enthufiafm ; until they

had brought them back to cool-

Tiefs, fobricty, and reafon. That

ftate of things, he conceived at

prefent fub filling ; and the noble

lord threw out feme peculiar

phrafes, particularly, that the

people were liberty mad— that

they had run mad about public

virtue—and that the times unfor-

tunately exhibited nothing but an

innovating fpirit of alteration and

ideal perfedion, internal commo-
tion, caufelefs difcontents, turbu-

lence and diffention.

The lords in oppofition, treated

with very little refpeft, and in-

deed rather contemptuoufly, many
of the arguments brought againfl,

and objeftions made on the other

iide, particularly with refpedl to

the principle and juftice of the

bill. They aflced if it was poffi-

ble, that thofe noble lords, who
feemed now to be fo ftrangely

alarmed with refpcft to the confti-

tution, and who felt fo much for

I'uppofed public injury, and pri-

vate injuftice, could have totally

forgotten, or could have been ig-

norant, that the whole code of

election laws, whether with re-

gard to the eledor, or the cleded,

all the qualification, place, re-

llraxning, or exclufion laws, were

not founded upon the fame princi-

ple with the prefent bill, and had
not produced effeds exaftly cor-

refpondent to tliofe, which are

now held out as objeds of fo much
apprehenfion and horror. Are not

a prodigious majority of the peo-
ple of England, and including a

great number of men of rank,

character, and fortune, rendered

incapable, by one law, of having
a vote in the choice of their own
reprefentatives ? Are not men of
the greatell abilities and integrity,

without qualifications which may
not depend on either, profcribed

from a feat in the Houfe of Com-
mons, however warmly the widiesof

the elcdors may be in their favour,

or however highly they may con-

fider it to their advantage to be fo

reprefented, by another ? Do the

commiffioners of the excife and
cuitoms complain of any injuftice,

in receiving their places at the

expence of that right by which
they might otherwife fit in parlia-

ment ? Or do they feel any fenfe

of ftigma or difagrace under that

exclufion ? Thefe gentlemen pof-

fefs at leaft as fair charafters, and
generally as pleafant countenances

as contraflors ; and yet was it ever

known, that any body or com-
munity of eleflors, had become fo

enamoured of any of them, as to

complain of injury, becaufe, they

could not be returned as their re-

prefentatives ? It is indeed true,

that as the contrador may gain

more money in a fmgle morning
by one job, than the fee-fimple

of the commiiTioner's place would
fell for, that circumftance may
render him a much more welcome
vifitcr to our corrupt and ro ttei>

boroughs ; but that is one of the

enormities which the bill is in-

tended to remedy.

All
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All the reftridlive, place, pen- tion. Surely a fingle inftance

quoted in which the public were
faid to have been exonerated from
the fraud of a contradtor, would
not have been advanced, if the

learned lord had recollefted, that

the detedtion of the fraud was en-
tirely owing to the aftivity of a

gentleman in the other houfe ;

and that the minifler was com-
pelled, forely againft his will,

by the bitter and repeated attacks

made upon him by the oppofi-

tion, to adopt an apparent mea-
fure of remedy, which was, how-
ever, probably but a mere delu-

fion.

The arguments founded upon
the many fuppofed mifchiefs and
dangers attributed to open con-

tracts, were, they faid, as futile,

and as unworthy of notice, as the

foregoing. The fadls themfelves

were totally unfounded, and con-

tradicled by eftablifhed and daily

experience. The condudl of the

navy in this refpeft, overthrows,

at once, every thing that has been

faid upon that fubjeft. The navy
is the only fource, and affords

the only means of enterprize in

this country. Yet all the viftual-

ling office contrails are open and
above board. The very names of

the ports, at which fhips or i'qua-

drons are intended or likely to

touch, are fpecified in the public

news-papers. Has any evil been
yet known to refult from this me-
thod of fupplving the navy ? Of
what confequence would it be to

the enemy to know, that the rum
contractor had palmed currency

upon the miniller of this country

for llerling money ? Or that the

gold contra(Elor receives a large

premium for fenuing Portugal

[Mj 2 gold

l:on, and exclufion laws that ever

were paifed, are fo many living

records, of the conftant jealoufy

with which our anceilors, and

farmer parliaments watched, and

as far as it was in the power of

man, endeavoured to prevent or

or; €(51, the growth and progrefs

of undue influence and corrup-

tion ;
particularly the dangerous

influence of the crown. All thefe

laws were founded upon the fame

principle, and held the fame ob-

jects with the prefent bill. They
all likewife tend to overthrow

that unheard-of pofition, that the

minds of men are not liable to

be biafTed by honours, places, or

vail pecuniary emoluments. Did
not their own records, as well as

thofe of the other houfe, furnifli

inftances, of men in high rank,

trufl and office, having in various

cafes been operated upon by bafa

and unworthy motives ? Have no

fuch men been found corrupt and

venal ? Or have they not fuffered

public ignominy and punifhment

for their peculation, venality and

prollitution ? But this doctrine,

they faid, mull have originated,

either from lb pcrfeCl a puerility

of underllanding, or fuch a tho-

rough contempt of that houfe and

of the nation, as to be worthy

only of notice as a lubjefl of ani-

madverfion, but not of anfwer.

Of the fame nature, they faid,

was the argument drawn from the

fuppofed improbability of abuics

in contrails, becaufe the laws

have left in the hands of mini iters,

the means of profecuting in the

courts ot juRice, the fupporters of
their own power, and the accom-
plices of their fraud and malverfa-
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gold to America, when in fafl he

fends nothing but Englifh gui-

neas thither.

They treated the fuppofed inva-

fion of the prerogative as a matter

of ridicule. It was undoubtedly,

they faid, a fatal ftroke to the

executive power, to be enabled to

fupply its fleets and armies better,

to carry on the public bufinefs

more advantageoufly, and the ope-

rations of war more fuccefsfully,

than it was before difpofed or

capable of doing in itfelf. They
clofed the ground of examination

by declaring, that they had not

heard an argument againft the

bill, which did not appear to be

either frivolous, fallacious, or

dangerous. It had indeed been

urged, that it was neccflai-y to

abate that phrenzy, of virtue, which

began to appear in the Houfe of

Commons, As to that new fpe-

cies of phrenzy, they could not

but confider it, rather as a cha-

radler of foundnefs, than as a

fyraptom of infanity ; and as they

neceflkrily came frequently into

contaft with the other houfc, they

could not refrain from finccrcly

vifhing, that that difteuif er might

becoriie contagious.

Having thus controverted the

objedlions to the bill, they fup-

ported it on the following grounds

:

Its own intrinfic merit. The
magnitude of the evil which it

was dcfigned to remedy, and the

necefiity from which it was deriv-

ed. Its being in conformity to

the wiflies and petitions of the

people of England. Tiie impro-

priety, if rot danger, of their ob-

ilruftiftg a meafure of domeib'c

regulation adopted by the Houfe

of Commons, and tending mere-

ly to their own internal purity aud

independence. On that ground,

the quellion of right, as well as

of expedience or propriety, was
controverted. They had a very

great law authority, they faid,

in the cafe of the Middlefex elec-

tion, although the learned lord

oppofed the prefent bill, that in

cafes which related to their own
immediate privileges, and the re-

ceiving or exclufion of their own
members, there was no appeal

from the decifions of the Hoafe
of Commons, nor could any other

branch of the iegiflature check or

akeT -^heir refolutions. So that

right or wrong, according to that

authority, their decifion would be

final. Surely, the fame rule that

held in that inftance, mull equal-

ly apply in the prefent. This
bill, which related particularly to

their own privileges, had been

unanimoufiy palled by the other

houfe. If it was rejefted there,

the probable confequence would
be, that as it went to the exclu-

fion of a particular defcription of

men, the other houfe would ihew

their contempt of the rejeftion, in

the exercife of what was deemed
their own inherent right, and adt-

ing as they had done in the af-

fair of the Middlel'ex eleftion,

exclude them by a mere refolution.

Could the lords be blind, in the

prefent critical fituation of affairs,

to the danger of a rupture with

the orher houfe ?

It was curious, they faid, to ob-

ferve the continual inconfillency

in the condu(5t of minifters. When
a motion tending to oeconomical

reform had, not long before, been

made in that houfe, it was llrong-

ly objecled to by a noble earl in

office, becaufe, it might give of-

fence to the commons, that the

lords
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lords fliould take up the per-

formance of a duty appertaining

to them. And now, when a bill

of the fame tendency, which ori-

ginated with, and peculiarly re-

lates to themfelves, is unani-

moudy pafTed, and fent up by that

houfe, the fame noble lord endea-

vours with all his might that it

Ihould be rejected, without the

fmalleft confideration of the dan-

ger of a breach between the two

houfes, which he had on the for-

jner cccafion held out as an objedl

of fo much terror.

They concluded, by a ftrong

appeal to the neceflities and the

temper of the times, and by hop-

ing, that the lords would have too

full and lively a fenfe of what they

owed to their own honour and
dignity, to fufter that houfe to

become an engine in the hands of

the miniller ; and thus to do that

for him, which he was afhamcd
and afraid to attempt doing for

himfelf in the other.

Tiie quelHon being put, after a

very long debate, the bill was re-

jeded by a majority of 20 ; the

numbers being 61 to 41. A pro-

tell was entered, figned by 25
peers ; and in the greater part by
another.

Nothing ever happened more for-

tunately in favour of any admini-

ftration, than tlie illnefs, at this

peculiar junfture, of the fpeaker

of the houfe of commons. It

feemed as if nothing elfe could at

that time have favcd them. The
recefs, indeed, was not long ; but

it produced extraordinary and un-

expedled effeds. For befides that

the ardour and animation which
ever attend new enterprise, and
perhaps more in cafes of reform

than - any other, naturally cool and

flacken under a ceflation of aflion ;

the recefs likewife afforded time
and opportunity, which were by
no means loft or neglefted, for

ufing efteftual means to bring the

numerous deferters from the court,

who had been afraid to oppofe the

late popular torrent, back to their

original llandard.

In efFeft, the meeting of the

houfe of commons, after thio fhort

recefs, prefented fo new a face

and appearance of things, and
fuch a total change of temper
and difpofitlon, that it feemed no
longer the fame identical body.

The firft public quef- ami.
c r April 24th.

tion or conlequence ^ ^

before the houfe, was a poflponed

motion of M- . Dunning's, which
had been deferred on the laft day
of meeting, on account of the

fpeaker's illnefs. The motion was
for an addrefs to his majefty, re-

quefting that he would not diffolve

the parliament, nor prorogue the

prefent feflion, until proper mea-
fures ihould be taken by that

houfe, to diminifh the influence

of the crown, and to correal the

other evils complained of in the

petitions of the people.

This motion brought out great

and long debates ; in the courfe of
which, almoft every ground, that

we have hitherto feen trodden, re-

lative to the various great objeifts of
the prefent controverfy, was again,

upon fome occafion, and in fome
degree taken. Whether it was,

that the leaders of the oppofition

underllood, or that they only ap-

prehended, the defe<5lion of their

late but new allies, they however
took all imaginable pains, and
ufed every polhble argument, to

fhew the neceffity of their fupport-

ing their own determinations ; as

fMj 3 well
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well as the fhame and difgrace that

mull attend a derelit^ion of thofe

principles, which they had fo re-

centlv avowed and ellablinied.

—

They had already fubflantiated,

they faid, by the refolutions of

the fixth of April, the grievances

complained of in the petitions ;

and they had alfo bound them-

felves, by the fame refolution",

under the moll indilToluble obliga-

tion to the people of England, to

procure full redrefs for thofe griev-

ances. So that no gentleman, who
had fupported thofe refolutions by

his vote, could, without the moll

fhameful inconfiftency of condud,

and a dereliflion of principle fo

manifefl, as to afford rodni for the

inoft odious furmifes, refufe giv-

ing his fupport to any fair meafure

that was propofed for obtaining

that redrefs, unlefs he could him-

felf fubftltute a better, or at lead

lliew, that the means offered were

in themfelves effentially faulty,

A few, though but very few,

freely declared, that they neither

did nor fhould, whether upon the

prefent, or upon any future occa-

iion, hold themfelves at all fettered

in their condud, by any former

refolutions or opinions. They
fnould ellimate every quelllon that

came before them by its own in-

trinlic value ; and confider its

probable confequences, merely as

it then appeared, without the

trouble of any retrofrefk. It by

r.o means neceffarily followed,

that thofe who fuppcrted the re-

folutions of the 6th of April, were

to approve of the prefent motion ;

DO charge of inconnilency cou'd

therefcre be incurred by their op-

pcfing either that, or many others

which might pcflibly be held out

aad^r the fame idea. if they

promifed their endeavours to pro-

cure redrefs for the people, they

did not thereby give up the right

of exercifing their own judgment,

whether in chufmg the mcll eli-

gible means of obtaining that end,

or in deciding upon the meafure of

redrefs which it might be right

and necefi'ary to obtain.

The minillers cheared their cid

or new friends with the warmeft
plaudits, for that liberality of fen-

timent, which difdained the tram-

mels of vulgar rellraint. They
likewife exclaimed loudly at the

impropriety indecorum, and in-

delicacy of their ant?gonifts, in

endeavouring to put gentlemen

out of countenance, by confront-

ing them with their former con-

dufl and opinions. This they de-

clared to be unparliamentary and
unfair. Nor could there be any
lack of precedents or reafc^ns, to

fupport a change in either or

both.

The quellion being put a little

before midnight, in an unufually

full houfe, the motion was rejefted

upon a divifion by a majority of

51 ; the numbers being 254, to

zoz.

Mr. Fox rifing to fpcak imme-
diately after the motion, a moft

extraordinary fccne of difcrder was
difplayed, arifing (as the minority

aihrmed) from the unwillingnefs

of the majoricy to hear the de-

ferters treated as they deferved.

Tlie chair being repeatedly called

on to exercife its authority, the

Ipeaker at length, with the utmoft

vehemence of voice, called on every

fide of the houfe to order ; and
having ordered the officers to clear

the bar, required and infilled that

every member ihould take his

plate.

Tbi.
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This opened the way to Mr.
Fox ; and after all that had been

iuppofed done to prevent it, the

gentlemen concerned found them-
selves condemned to hear, the

keeneft philippic, that perhaps

ever was fpoken in that houfe.

No calls to order, nor other means,

could either check the tcrrent of

his eloquence, or reftrain the bic-

ternefs of his invedive. He de-

clared the vote . f that night, to

be fcandalous, dif;^raceful, and
treacherous. He did not apply

thefe charges to the 215 gentle-

men, who had, aJong with -the

minifter, oppoied the lefolutions

of the 6th of April. Thefe gen-
tlemen aded an open, a con-

fiilent, and a manly part, in their

oppofing the addrtls propofed on
the prefent day. They had dif-

fered from him ; he was forry for

it; but he could not blame them,
becaufe they differed from him
upon principle.

But who could contemplate, he
faid, without a mixture of the

greatefl furprize and indignation,

the conduit of another fet of men
in that houfe ? Thofe who had re-

folved that the influence of the

crown was incrcafed, and cuglit

to be diminiftied ; that the griev-

ances of the people ought to be
reJrefTcd ; who pledged them-
felves to that houfe, to the nation,

to their conilituGnts, to each ether,

and to themfelves, that it was their

duty to redrefs the grievances com^
plained of; and who had now
Ihamcfully fled from that folemn
engagement ! It was fliameful, it

was bife, it was unmanly,' it was
treacherous. The gentlemen he
meant, he faid, furrounded him ;

they fat at his fide of the houfe
;

he was forry fqr it. They wcxe

thofe who voted with him on the

6th of April, and who voted with
the minifier that night. No man
held in greater contempt thofe

who were at the devotion of the

minifter, than he did himfelf : they

were flaves of the woril kind, be-
caufe they fold tnemielves ; yet,

bafe as the tenure of their phices

was, they had one virtue to pride

themfelves on ; their fidelity, con-
fiftency, and gratitude, were fub-

js&s of commendation. To all

their other demerits, they had not

added the ablurdity and treachery,

of one day reiolving an opinion to

be true, and the next of declaring

it to be a falihood. They had
not taken in their patron, their

friends, or their country, with

falfe hopes, and delufive promifes.

Wliatever their motives or fenti-

ments might be, they had adhered
to them ; and fo far as that went,

their conduft was entitled to his

approbation.

Mr. Dunning joined him in ths

charge of direct treachery to the

nation. For that the countie?,

depending on the faith of parli-

ament, for the redrefs held out

by thofe refolutions, had relaxed

greatly in the ineafures which they

uere puiiuing for obtair.ina it bv
other means ; and that the county
of Cambridge in particular had,

upon that dependence, reicinded

i:3 own rcfolution for appointing a

committee of aliociarion. Thc-v

both likcwife declared, that the

divilion of this' night was totally

dccifive with refpcfl to the peri-

trons ; that it amounted to a full

rejection of their gene: al prayer

;

and that all hope of obtaining any
redrefs for the people, in th::t honfe

wjs at an end.

The minillcr ar.fwered Mr. Foi
['VJ +
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in a long fpeech ; in which he ex-

prellcd the utmoit alloaifbrnent at,

and a good deal reprehendc , the

ftrange language, and the un-

bounded ceniure he had heara.

The adminiftring comioit to his

fuifering friends, was not, how-
ever his principal objcdt. He
Avas much more anxious to obviate

the impreilion, which the charges

maJv-, of rejedtiag by the prelcnt

decifion the petitions of the people,

might; occafion without doors.

—

He accordingly laboured that

point much, and upon the fame
ground which had been before

taken relative to the rejeftion of

fonie of the flaufes in Mr. Burke's

bill. He ailced, whether any con-

cliifion could be m.ofe extravagant,

or irreconcileable to common Jenfe,

than that the giving a negative to

a fingle propolilion, lliould be con-

iidered as deciding the fate of the

petitions, and as amountmg to a

genera! rejedion of the whole ?

The refolutions of the 6th of April

were flill in full being. Other
niealures might be propofed on

them. And furely it might very

well happen, that thofe who did

not aprove of the means in one

jnode of redrefs, might readily

concur in others.

Mr. Burke's eftabliiliment

bill, after lying for fome time

doimant, was brought forward

n . a few days after. The
lirfl; claufe agitated was

that for abolifhing the office of

the great wardrobe, and all thofe

lefTcr offices and places depending
on it. This queilion brought ou:

long and very confiderable de-

bates ; and it v/as fupported by the

framer with all his ufual vigour

and ability. The claufe was,

however, at length rejeded upon

a divifion, by a majority of 210,
to 183. The principle of reform

being in effeft abandoned by the

late vote, the attendance on par-

ticular parts now grew daily lefs

and leis.

The committee then proceeded

upon the fucceeding claufe, for

abolifliing the board of works.

This brought out new debate, ia

which the mover of the bill diilin--

gullhed himfelf more than ever by
the force of his arguments, the

fertility of his invention, and the

pleafantry with which he enlivened

a matter apparently dry and in-

fipid in itfelf ; but the queilion

being at length put, the claufe

was rejeded, upon a divilion, by
a majority of 203, to 118.

The minifler's bill, for a com-
miiTion of accounts, had brought

out upon him, in the various

ftages of its progrefs, more afpe-

rity of language, and fcverity of
ceniure, than perhaps had ever

been undergone upon a fmiilar

occafion, by any other minifter in

that houfe. This partly pro-

ceeded from the manner in which,

we have feen, he had taken the

bill out of the hands of another

gentleman, and partly from the

meafure of appointing commiflion-

ers, who were not members of the

houfe of Commons. This was faid

to be ^iredly fubverfive of the con-

ftitution. That it was no lefs than

a furrender of the firlt right of that

houfe, that of managing, as well

as of granting, the public money,
and of direding and controuling

its expenditure. And fome of

the oppofition contended ftrongly,

that the houfe was not competent

to fuch a refignation. That be-

ing only delegates themfelves,

they could not delegate to ethers.

They
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Tl)ey might as well appoint their

own luccelFors. If they were in-

capable, or indilpofed, to dif-

charge the duties of the great truft

depoAted with them, they were

bound in duty to return it into the

hands of their conitituents. But

they had no right to appoint de-

puties to tranfaft that elfential

part of the buhnefs of the nation,

which was entrulled only to

themfclves.

On the other hand, the minifler

gave every afllirance, that he had

not the imallert wifh or intention,

either of violating any of the pri-

vileges, or of abating any of the

powers of that houfe ; and that he

was fully convinced, that there

were gentlemen on both fides

within thofc walls, of as great in-

tegrity, honour, ability, and pof-

feifed of as warm a zeal for the

public welfare, as any in the

kingdom. That he had already

given one of his motives for

propofmg that the commiffioners

ftiould not be members of that

houfe, which was to avoid the

invidious reflections which that

circumllance would draw both

upon himfelf and them. That
debates ran fo high, and the times

were fo contentious, that almolt

every gentleman in that houfe had

taken one fide or other ; a circum-

llance which mull render their

conduft, however pure, liable to

great and continual mifconllruc-

tion. Among a number of other

reafons, he llated the prefcnt im-
menfity of parliamentary bufinefs,

which would not afford leifure to

the members for fo tedious and
laborious an undertaking. That
tiie failure of former commifiions

proceeded from their originating

in party. And that the commif-

fioners being members of that

houfe, had laid the ground of fre-

quent difference with the other.

He likewife endeavoured to fup-
port the meafure by precedent, and
for that purpofe referred to the
13th of Charles the fccond, whea
nine commifiioners were chofen by
ballot, iome of whom, he con-
tended, were not members of par-
liament ; but upon examining the
reference, the evidence was found
defedive, it not pcfi lively appear-
ing that any one was not a mem-
ber, and it feeming certain that

fomc were.

I'he houfe being in a ,

,

«

committee on the fub-
'^^

jeft, the nomination of the commif-
fioners brought out great an^ various

debates ; and the naming of Sir

Guy Carleton, in particular, af-

forded room for much cenfure and
ridicule on the fide of oppofition.

They faid it was completing and
rounding the prefent fyftem a-

dopted m the government of the

army ; as well as extending it to

new objects. In the firfi: inltance,

they dragged clerks out of offices,

to place them at the head of regi-

ments ; and now, they pull the
truncheon out of the hand of a
brave and veteran commander, and
placing a pen, an inftrument to-

tally out of the line of his profef-

fion, in its place, oblige him, at

a time of life little calculated for

new habits or acquirements, to

commence commili'ary of accounts.

It, was Hill more abi'ud and im-
proper, I'ecaufe Sir Guy Carlecoa
was himfelf, at that very time, aa
acccuntant with the public. Why
was not that gallant officer em-
ployed in his prop^ fphere of
action, in a fealon when his fer-

vicej were fo much wanted ? Oa
this
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this fubjed, in particular, Mr.
Fox expatiated with infiniie wit

and felicity of thought and c.v-

prefiion.

The minifler fupported his no-

jni.iation, by obferving, tiiat as

the accounts of the army would

form a great and principal object

of exaraination and enquiry v\ith

the commiffioners, he thought it

a matter of great moment, that a

general officer, of Sir Guy Carle-

Jon's high charafter, great expe-

rience, and confequent knowledge

in fuch fubjecls, Ihould be placed at

the head of the commiffion. That
he (hould aft upon the fame prin-

ciple in the nomination of others ;

fome of the gentlemen he intended

to propofe being drawn from the

law, and others from the mercan-

tile profeilion. The former were,

for the greater part, mailers in

chancery. Thefe the minifter fup-

ported, as from their knowledge

in ftating and fettling accounts,

being particularly fuited to the

bufmefs. The oppofition exceed-

ingly ridiculed this idea, and

aCced, whether their remarkable

quicknefs in bringing private ac-

counts to a fettlcment was what re-

commended them to that office ?

The next nomination made by

the minifer was a gentleman in

oiHce, although placemen were ex-

tvvcen three and four; when no-
thing being concluded, it was put

off to another day. The ifiue of
the bafmefs was, that the bill was

finally carried through both houfes,

and received the royal aflent. All

that the oppofition got by their

flruggie, was the exclufion of iha

gentleman in ofcce, to whofe per-

fonal character they had not the

fmalicil objection.

The extraordinaries of the army
coming under confideration, in

the committee of fupply, on the

following day but one. Colonel

Earrc, who had taken great pains

in invelligaring that fubjeft, after

ftating the remit of his enquiries,

with his obfervations on them, to

the committee, moved refoluticns

to the following purport :—That
the fum of 1,588,027!. 2s. is ftated

in the papers preientcd to this

houfe, to have been applied to the

fcrvice of the land forces in North
America, from the 31(1 of January,

1779, ^^ ••^''^ ^^^ °^ February, 1780,
of which fum no account whaifoever

has been laid before parliament.

The faid fum being over and
above the pay, cloathing, provi-

fions, with the expence of freight

and arm.ament attending them,

ordnance, tranfport fervice, oats,

blankets, expence cf Indians, pay
of certain general and ftaff officers.

prefsly excluded by a provifion in pay of feveral commiffaries, and

the bill. This threw the oppofi

tion, who were fu/Rciently diifatif-

fied before, into a violent flame,

and a motion was immediately

made for the chairman's quitting

the chair. After much heat and

debate, the qutllion was put, and

reje&.ed, upon a clofe divifion,

the numbers -being 195, to 173.

Though it was then two o'clock,

the debate v/ai continued tidl be-

other allowances for the faid forces.

—That the fum of 3^796,543 1. has

been applied to the fcrvice of the

laud /brces in North America, in

the year 1775., '77^» }777> 177^>
of which fum no fatisfadtory ac-

count has been laid before parli-

ament. The faid fum being over

and above the fums ftated in the

accounts for pay, &c. including,

with the addition of rum, all thoie

con-
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contingents which we have dated

in the former refolution.—That it

is the opinion of this committee,

that tha praclice of incurring and

paying extraordinaries of the army,

to fo large an amount, withiut

either explanation or fatislaitory

account, and withont the autho-

rity of parliament, is not war-

ranted by precedent, is a dange-

rous invafion of the rights of this

houfe, and one of the grofs abulcs

in the expenditure of the public

money, complained of in the peti-

tions of che people.—That it is

the opinion of thi. committee, that

the cieation of new, unneceffary,

or linecure offices in tht- army,

with confiderable emoluments, is

a profulion of the public money,
and the more alarming, as it tends

to increaie the unconllitutional in-

fluence of the crown.

Thefe motions, fupported with

the greateft ability, and moll: per-

feft knowledge of the fubjed, by
the mover, drew out the ufual

courfe of debate, and upon the

fame ground which we have here-

tofore feen taken, on other at-

tempts of enquiry into the ex-

pences of the American v/ar. The
f.rit refolution was rejefted, upon
a divifion, by a majority of more
than two to one ; the numbers be-

ing 123, to 57.—The fecond and
third refolutions received a nega-
tive without any divifion ; and
the foqrth was withdrawn. The
debates lalted till between one and
two in the morning. The mover
received great applaufe from fome
of the petitioning bodies, as well

for the motions thomfelves, as for

the labour and perkverancc with
which he had furmounted the niu
iperous difiicultie« that had ob-
jlruded the courfe of his encjuirie^.

An incfFedlual attempt was ,

made by General Conway, to ^
*

bring in a bill for relloring peace
with America. The bill did not
come fully up to the ideas of op-
pofition, altiiough it went beyond
thole of adminillration ; but fo

eager were the former, as they de-
clared themfelves, for taking up
any meafure which at all tended
to that dcfirable event, and like-

wife confidering that it might be
moulded in its progrefs to fuch a
form as they conceived would be
more adapted to its purpofe, that

it brought out confiderable de-
bates ; and upon a motion to get

rid of it, without a direct nega-
tive, by calling the order of the

day, they brought the quelUon to

a divifion, in which it was carried

againll them by a majority of 123,
to Si.

Information having fome time
before been received by the oppo-
fition, tliat on the day of a great

meeting of the eleclors of WeHmin-
fter, upon public affairs, at Weft-
minrter-hall, and where feveral per-

fons of the firll; rank and dillinftioa

ii the kingdom attended, private

orders had been given for a large

body of the military, particularly

the whole, or a part of the 3d regi-

ment of guards, to be armed and
in readinefs, who were likewife

unufually provided with a cor.ii-

derablj quantity of powder and
ball, it had been more than once
taken notice of in the Houfe of
Commons Jind brought out no

fmall ticgree of warmth and (harp-

nefs of obfcrvation. On the other

fide, the faft was at firft denied,

and it was aflerted that no fuch

orders had been given ; but after-

wards, it was partly acknow-

ledged, and atuibutsd to the bufy,

or
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The committee on the

remaining claufes of Mr.

8 th.

or impertinent application of a

Weftmiiilter julHce. As that de-

fcription of men were not held in

the higheft eftimation, fuch an au-

thority was not at all acknow-

ledged, as any juRification of fo

extraordinary a meafure. The fub-

ject was however of a nature, which

renuered the obtaining of any evi-

dence on which to proceed exceed-

ingly difficult.

This difficulty being at

length overcome by Sir Wil-

liam Meredith, he made a motion,

for the proper officer to lay before

the houfe, a copy of any rcquifi-

tions mads by the civil magiilrates,

and by whom, for any of the foot

or horfe guards, to be in readinefs

from tiie 5 th to the 7th of April lall.

This motion brought out fome

exceedingly v,\irm animadverllon,

and llrong language ;
(which at

this time became more common
than ever) and it was openly de-

clared, that if the people, legal-

ly and conflitutionally aiTcmbled

upon their own affiirs, were to

be furrounded by bodies of armed

men, and thofc too of a defcrip-

tion particularly inimica' and dan-

gerous to the conflit'Jtion and

them, it was become neceffary,

that the people fhould provide for

their own fecurity, by going effec-

tually armed to fuch meetings.

—

The ground of argument on the

other fjde, was the right of the

civil magiilrate to call in the aid

of the military under any appre-

henlion of riot, and the necefiity

of that power for the prefervation

of the public peace. The motion

was rcje<!led on a diviiion, by a

majority of 133, to 91.

The houie now began to be

very badly attended, as will ap-

pear from ;he Hate of divifions.

i8ch.

Burke's eftabiifliment bill being
refumcd, that for abolifhing the

ofHces of mailer of the buck-
hounds, fox-hounds, and harriers,

was rejefled upon a divifion, by
a majority of 75 to 49.

I'he claufe for cnafting, that

the places of lieutenant and en-
fign, and all other inferior offices

belonging to the body of yeomen
of the guards, after the determi-
nation of thefe offices in the pre-
fent pofelTors, and alfo, all com-
miffion and other offices belonging
to the band of gentlemen pen-
iioners, fliould not be fold, but

filled by officers of the army and
navy on half pay, and of fifteen

years fervice ; was agreed to.

The claufe for abolifhing the

office of paymaller of the penfions.

and its dependencies, was rejefled

on a divilion, by a majority of 79,
to 64.

The claufe againfi: the private

payment of the penfions during

pleafure, v/as better attended,

and of ccurfe rejeded by a greater

majority ; the numbers, upon a di-

vifion, being 115, to 79.
The claufe for limiting- the fe-

cret fervice money, was rejedled

without a divifion.

The claufe for regulating the

order in which payments were to

be made to the civil officers of the

itate, including all the orders of

the houfliold, was rcjefted, upon a

divifion, by a majority of no
to 58.

The claufe for enabling certain

fpecihed great officers, to call the

feveral public accountants before

them, in a fummary way, and to

examine and audit their accounts,

was rejeded by 68 to 31.

Mr,
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Mr. Burke then declared, t'p,at On the following day, the Re-

he would not divide the houie up- corder of London moved a refolu-

on any of the remaining claufes, tion in favour of the petitioners,

but defired that they might be amounting in fubllance, to the not

read over and negatived as expe- granting of any farther fums of

ditioufly as poflible, in order that money for the public fervices, un-

the committee might be difiblved, til
_
the grievances ftated in the

and his bill no longer remain petitions of the people were re-

either an eye-fore to his adveria- drelled. Although he fupported

ries, nor an objedl for demand- hii motion very ably, in a fpeech

ing the tirefome and fruitlefs at- of confiderable length, and feem-

tendance of his friends. About ed to be very attentively liftened

half of the members immediately to by the houfe, it brought out no
quitted the houfe upon this notice; manner of debate; for juft as the

but one folitary claufe, relative to minifter had rifen to reply, the

the exchequer, having the fortune queftion was fo incelTantly called

to attraft the regards of the mi- for by the court party, that it was
nifter, he wHlied it might be port- accordingly put ; and the motioa
poned to another day ; for though was rejeded, upon a divifion, by a
he liked the objedl extremely, it majoriiy of 89, to 54.

was not drefTed entirely to his The laft effort in behalf of the
tafte ; upon which account, he petitioners, though going only a
propofcd that the chairman fhould fmall way indeed to meet their ex-
report a progrefs, in order to keep peflations, was a motion by Mr.
the committee open. Dunning, in the com- 1,^ ,

,

The framer of the bill replied, mittee of the whole ^^^^ ^°^"'

that his patience and his fpirits houfe on the confideration of the

were both exhauiled ; and he re- petitions, that their own two refo-

quelled of the noble lord to be fo lutions of the loth of April, fhould
kind and merciful, as to put an be then reported. This brous^ht

end to his fufferings, and nega- out very warm debates, in which
tive this, as he had done the pre- moft of the principal fpeakers
ceding claufes. His plan, if a- on both fides took a part. A mo-
dopted on the large fcale on which tion was immediately made on the
he had laid it down, would, he other fide, for the chairman to
faid, have faved to the nation, quit the chair, amounting to a
diredly and in its confequences, diffolution of the committee,
above a million per annum ; and The queftion being put, the
it was fcarcely worth his lordlhip's chairman was voted to quit the
while to keep him any longer, on chair, by a majority of 177, to
the torture, under the prelfure of 134.
this unfortunate claufe, for any While thefe matters were agi-
trifling faving which it might pro- tated with fo much warmth in and
duce.—Both fides being obftinaic, out of parliament, and with fo
the queftion was brought to a di- many extraordinary turns of for
vifjoii, whicii being carried by the tune, an affair totally feparate was
miniCter, the tonunittee was Hill at the fame time carried on, for

kept open. a long time, svith little notice ;

buc
'4
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but which, in due feafon, broke

out with fo much fury and vio-

lence, as entirely to bear down
all defigns, either for reforming,

or for llrengthening government

;

and at once overwhelmed and bore

aVvay before it both majority and

minority, with an irrefiftible tor-

rent of popular fanaticifm and

phrenzy.

Every body knows the ciicum-

ftances, as well as the event, of

this fhameful and unhappy affair *
;

and that Lord George Gordon,
who had been early placed at the

head of the Scotch Aflbciation

for the fupport of the Proteitant

religion, was likewife appointed

prefident to an afl'ociation in Lon-
don, formed in imitatio'n or emu-
lation of the former. The pub-

lic fummons in the news-papers,

by which he aflembled fifty or fix-

ty thoufand men in St, George's

Fields, under an idea of defend-

ing the religion of the country

againft imaginary danger, by ac-

companying the prefentment, and

enforcing the matter, of a peti-

tion to parliament, demanding
the repeal of the late law, which

afforded fome relaxation of the

penal ilatutes again il popery, are

likewife frefh in every body's me-
mory.
The extraordinary conduft of

that noble perfon in the Houfe of
Commons during the prelent feC-

lion, and the frequent interrup-

tions which he gave to the bufinefs

of parliament, as well by the un-

accountable manner in which he

continually brought in and treated

matters relative to religion and the

danger of popery, as the caprice

with which he divided the houfe

upon quelHons, wherein he flood

nearly or entirely alone, were paf-

fcd over, along with other fingu-

lariiics in his drefs and manner,
rather as fubjeds of pleafantry,

than of ierious notice or reprehen-

fion. Even when he involved mat-
ters of Hate with thofe of religion

in a ftrange kind of language,
boafling that he was at the head of
120,000 able men in Scotland, who
would quickly remedy their own
grievances if they were not other-

wife redrefled, and little lefs than

holding out deftrudion to the

crown and government, unlefs full

fecurity was given to the afTocia-

tions in both countries, againfl

thofe imminent dangers with

which they were immediately
threatened by popery. Such things,

and others, if poflible, ftill more
extraordinary, were only treated

merely as objeds of laughter. It

is, however, pofTible, that this

care:efrnefs, or complacence in the

houfe, was at length carried too far.

Kefidcs the advertifements and

refolutions, the inflammatory ha-

rangue of the prefident at the pre-

ceding meeting of the Proteftant

Aflbciation, was publifhed in the

news-papers, and was full of mat-
ter which might well have excited

the moll infhnt attention and
alarm. In that piece, the prefi-

dent informs his enthufiaftic ad-

herents, among other extraordi-

nary matter. That, for his part,

he would run all hazards with the

* For a particular tletail, and, we fiippofe, as far as it extends, tolerably au-

thentic account, of" this wiiole affair, ke the Appendix to tlie Chronicle, page

S54. of our preilnt volume.

6 people J
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people ; and if the people were too and to render odious and cort-

iukcwarm to run all hazards with temptiblc a:l popular intcrpofuioa

him, when their confcience and in afEiirs of ftnte. They remind-
their country called them forth, ed them of their aftivity in giv-
they might get another prefident

;

ing orders to hold the military in
for he would tell them candidly, readinefs on a peaceable meeting
that he was not a lukewarm man in Weftminfter Hall; and their

himfclf, and that if they meant to utter neglecl: of the declared and
fpend their time in mock debate denounced violence of thii ibrt of
and idle opp.ofition, they might people.

get another leader. Ke after- The alarming cry againll Po-
wards declared, that if he was at- pery, with the continual invec-

tended by lefs than 20,000 men tive and abufe, which they dif-

on the appointed day, he would fcminated through news -papers,
not prefent their petition ; and pamphlets, and fermons, by de-
he gave orders, under the appear- grct; drew over to a meeting, ori-

ance of a motion, for the manner ginally fmall and obfcure, a num-
in which they fhould be mar- ber of well-meaning people from
fhalled in St. George's Field? ;

the various clafTes of Proteftants,

appointing that they (hould be who feriouily apprehended their

formed in. four bodies, three of religion to be in danger. Thusj
them regulated by the refpedive however deficient they were ia
boundaries of the great divifions point of confideration, being, for

of the metropolis; and the fourth the far greater part, poor and ig-
compofed entirely of his own par- normt people, many of whom
ticular countrymen. To prevent could not write their names, they
miftakes, the whole were to be became formidable wiih refped to
dilHnguifhed by blue cockades.

—

numbers. It is, however, to be
If this were not fufficient to arouze at all times remembered, that the
the attention of government. Lord conduct of thefe ailociators was
George Gordon gave notice to not more execrated, than the in-
the Houfe of Commons on, the tolerant principle, to which thev
Tuefday, that the petition would owed their union arfd adion, u'as

be prefented on the following condemned, by the found and
Friday ; and that the whole body eminent divines, both of the ella-

of Proteftant afibciators, wtre to bliihed church and of the DiJen-
aflemble in St, George's Field?, ter?.

in order to accompr.ny their peti- The grand diviHons , ,

tion to the houfe. of the aiibciators, being J""^ ~'^*

Thefe notices ought to have drawn oir by difierent routes from
given a more ferious alarm than the rendezvous in St. Georo^'s
they feem to have done to govern- .Fields, filled tlie ways, throu'^h
ment. The oppofuion afterwards which they marched in r.tnks, with
charged them with little lefs than a multitude which excited won-
a meditated encouragement to this der and alarm. Having arrived
fanatic tumult, in order to dif- at the place of their deftination,
countenance the aflbciations which and filled np all the flreets and
had more ferious objedh in view ; avenuts to both houfe;, they be-

gan
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gan the exercife of the new au-

thority derived from their num-
bers, only by compelling the

members as they came down, to

cry out No Popery, to wear blue

cockades, and forne, as it is faid,

to take an oath to contribute all

in their power to the repeal of the

new law, or as they called it the

Popery Aft. But upon the ap-

pearance of the Archblfhop of

York, and other of the prelates

and court lords, their rage and
violence was increafed to the

highell pitch. During this dread-

ful tumult, which continued with

more or lefs interruption for fome

hours, the Archbifliop, the Duke
of Northumberland, the Lord Pre-

lident of the Council, wiih feve-

ral others of the nobility, in-

cluding moft or all of the lords

in office, were treated with

the greateft indignities. The
Bifhop of Lincoln, in particular,

moft narrowly efcaped with his

life ; firft by being fuddenly car-

ried into a houfe upon the demo-
lition of his carriage ; and then

being as expeditiouily led through,

and over its top, into another.

Lord Stormont's life was likewife

in the moft imminent danger ;

and he was only refcued, after

being half an hour in their hands,

by the prefence of mind and ad-

drefs of a gentleman who happen-

ed to be in the crowd.

It would be impoffible to de-

fcribe the aftonifhment, k-\(e of

degradation, horror, and difmay,

which prevailed in both houfes.

Attempts were twice made to force

their doors ; and were repelled by

the firmnefs and refolution of

iheir door-keepers and other offi-

cers. In this fcene of terror and

danger, the refolution a-^d fpirit,

vath which a young clergyman.

who a(5led as affiftant or fubftitute

to the Chaplain of the Houfe of
Commons, rebuked the outrage

of the mob, and tcld their lead-

er, in their prefence, that he was
anfwerable for all the blood that

would be filed, and all the other

fatal confequences that might en-

fue, merited iome other reward
befides mere applaufe.

In the mean time, the author,

mover, and leader of the feditioo,

having obtained leave in the Houfe
of Commons to bring up the peti-

tion, afterwards moved for its be-

ing taken into immediate confi-

deration. This brought out fome
debate, and the rioters being in

pofleffion of the lobby, the houfe

uere kept confined for feveral

hours, before they could divide

upon the queftion. The impedi-

metit being at length removed by
the arrival of the magiftrates and

guards, the queltion was rejeded,

upon a divifion, by a majority

of igi, to fix only, by whom it

was lupported. During this time.

Lord George Gordon frequently

went out to the top of the gallery

ffairs, from whence he harangued

the rioters, telling them what
pafled in the houfe ; that their

petition would be poftponed ;

that he did not like delays ; and

repeating aloud, the names of

gentlemen, who had oppofed the

takinc: it into confideration under

their prefent circumftances ; thus,

in faft, holding them out as ob-

noxious perfons and enemies, to

a lawlefs and defperate banditti.

The Houfe of Commons have

been much cenfured, for the want
of refolution and fpirit, in not

immediately committing, upon the

arrival of the guards at night,

their own member to the Tower,

who had by lo fhameful a viola-

tion
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trori of their privileges, involved

them in a fcene of fuch unequalled

danger and difgrace. It has even

been faid that a meafure of fuch

vigour, might have prevented all

the horrid fcenes of conflagration,

plunder, military {laughter, and

civil execution, that afterwards

took place. And it has been ar-

gued, from the paflive conduft of

the mob fome years ago, upon the

committal of the Lord Mayor
Crofby, and of Alderman Oliver

to the Tower, that it would not

have been attended with any ill

confequence.

It is, however, to be remem-
bered, that danger is confidered

in a very different manner, by
thofe who are entirely out of its

reach, and even by the fame per-

fons, under its immediate im-
preflion. The circum fiances were
likewife widely and effentially dif-

ferent. Religious mobs are at all

times infinitely more dangerous

and cruel, than thofe which arife

on civil or political occafions.

What country has not groaned,

under the outrages and horrors

of fanaticifm ? Or where have
they ever been quelled but in

blood ? This mob was much more
powerful and numerous, as well

as dangerous, than any other in

remembrance. The force of the

afTociators, was on that day, whole
and entire, which it never was
after. The intenfe heat of the

weather, which neceflarily in-

creafcd their inebriation, added
fire to their religious fury ; and
rendering them equally fearlefs

and CTuc'l, no bounds could have
'been prefcribed to their enormi-
ties.

The fituation of the lords was
Hill worfe than that of tiie com-

VoL. XXIII.

mons. Befides that the malice of
the rioters was pointed more that

way, they were not under the

reftraint of any application to them
for redrefs. The appearance of
the lords who had palled through
their hands, every thing about
them in diforder, and their cloaths

covered with dirt, threw a gro-

tefque air of ridicule upon the

whole, which feemed to heighten

the calam.ity. A propofal was
made to carry out the mace ; but

it was apprehended, that pcrad-

venture it might never return.-^

In a word, fo difgraceful a day
was nc\er beheld before by a Bri-

tifii parliament.

In the mid (I: of the confufion

fome angry debate arofe, the

lords in oppofition charging the

minifter?, with being themfelves

the original caufe of all the mii-

chiefs, that had already or might
happen, by their fcandalous and
cowardly ccncefiions to the rioters

in Scotland ; and at the fame time

calling them loudly to account*

for not having provided for the

prefent evil, of which they had fo

much previous notice, by having

the civil power in readinefs for its

prevention.—To this it was sn-

fwered by a noble earl in high

office, that orders had been given

on the preceding day for the at-

tendance of the magiftrates ; but

two of thofe gendemen who hap-

pened to be in the way, being fent

for and examined, declared they

had neither heard of nor received

any fuch orders.

Before the ri-Gng of the Houle
of Commons, feveral parties of

the rioters had filed off, and pro-

ceeded to the demolition of the

chapels belonging to the Sardi*

nian and Bavarian minil^ers.

I'N] T.he
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The commons adjourned to the

6th ; but the lords met on the

following day, and agreed to a

motion for an addrefs made by
the Lord Prefident, requelHng his

majeily to give immediate orders

for profecuting, in the moll: eifec-

tual manner, the authors, abet-

tors, and inrtruments, of the out-

rages committed on the preceding

day, both in the vicinity of the

houles of parliament, and upon

the houfes and chapels of feveral

of the foreign minifters.

On the 6th, above 200 mem-
bers of the Houfe of Commons
had the courage, notwithilanding

the dreadful conflagrations and

mifchiefs of the two preceding

nights, the deftrudlion threatened

to feveral of themfelves in their

perfons and houfes, and which
had already fallen upon the houfe

of Sir George Saville, in Leicefter

Fields, to make their way through

the vaft crowds which filled the

ftreets, and which were interlaced

and furrounded by large de-

tachments of the military on foot

and on horfeback. They found

Weftminfter Hall and the ave-

nues to the houfe lined with fol-

diers ; upon which a celebrated

member obferved in his fpeech,

bewailing the deplorable fituation

to which parliament v/as reduced,

that they had a bludgeoned mob
waiting for them in the ftreet,

and a military force with fixed

bayonets at their doors, in order

to fupport and preferve the free-

dom of debate.

They, hov/ever, pafTed fome
refolutions ; one being an affer-

tion of their own privUeges ; the

fecond, for a committee to en-

quire into the late and prefent

©utrages, and for the difcovery of

their authors, promoters and a-

bettors ; the third, for a profecu-

tion by the Attorney General

;

and the fourth, an addrefs to his

majefty for the reimburfement of

the foreign minifters, to the

amount of the damages they had
fuftained by the rioters. Another
refolution was moved by the mini-

fter and agreed to, for proceeding

immediately, when the prefent

tumults were fubfided, to take

into due confideration the peti-

tions from many of his majelty's

Prcteftant fubjeds. Intelligence

being received of the conflagra-

tions which were commenced in

the city, it threw every thing into'

new confufion, and a hafty ad-

journment took place.

Some of the lords likewife met

;

but the impropriety of their pro-

ceeding upon any public bufinefs

in the prefent ftate of tumult, and
furrounded by a military force,

being taken into conflderation,

and an account arriving at the

fame time, that the firft lord of
the admiralty, in his way to the

houfe, had been fet upon, wound-
ed, and his life only critically

faved by the military, they ad-

journed to the 19th.

Never did the metropolis, in

any known age, exhibit fuch a

dreadful fpeftacle of calamity and
horror, or experience fuch real

danger, terror and diflrefs, as on
the following day and night.

,

It is faid, that it was beheld ^

blazing in thirty-fix different parts

from one fpot. Some of thefe

conflagrations were of fuch a mag-
nitude as to be truly tremendous.

Of thefe, the great jail of New-
gate, the King's Bench prifon,

the new Bridewell in St. George's

Fields, the Fleet Prifon, and the

houfes
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Iioufes and great diftilleries of Mr.

Langdale in Holborn, where the

vaft quantity of fpirituous liquors

incrcafed the violence of the flames

to a degree of which no adequate

conception can be formed, pre-

fented fpedlacles of the moft dread-

ful nature. The houfes of moft

of the Roman Catholicks were

marked ; and generally deftroyed

or burned ; as well as thofe of the

few magiRrates who ihewcd any

aftivity in repreffing thofe tu-

mults. The outrages grew far

more violent and general after the

breaking open of the prifons.

The attacks made that day upon
the bank, rouzed the whole adi-

vity of government. Great bo-

dies of forces had for fome time

been collefting from all parts.

They were at length employed,

and brought on the cataftrophe of

that melancholy night which fol-

lowed. Strong detachments of
troops being fent into the city,

and the attempts on the bank
and other places renewed, a car-

nage, then inevitable, enfued, in

which a great number of lives

were loft. Nothing could be
more difmal than that night.

Thofe who were on the fpot, or

in the vicinity, fay, that the pre-

fent darknefs, the gleam of the

diftant fires, the dreadful fhouts,

in different quarters, of the rio-

ters, the groans of the dying, and
the heavy regular platoon firing

of the foldiers, formed, all toge-
ther, a fcene fo terrific and tre-

mendous, as no defcription or
even imagination could poITibly

reach.

The metropolis prefented on
the following day, in many
places, the image of a city re-

cently ftormed and facked ; all

bufinefs at an end, houfes and

Ihops (hut up, the Royal Ex-
change, public buildings and

ftreets, pofTefTed and occupied by
the troops, fmoaking and burning

ruins, with a dreadful void and

filencc, in fcenes of the greateft

hurry, noife, and bufinefs.

The Houfe of Commons -,

met on the following day

;

but although the rioters were en-

tirely quelled, it was immediately

noticed that the city of Weftminfter

was under martial law, and they

accordingly adjourned to the 19th.

On the afternoon of the fame day.

Lord George Gordon was taken

into cuftody, at his houfe in Wel-
beck Street, and conveyed to the

Horfe Guards ; and after a long

examination before feveral lords

of the privy council, he was be-

tween nine and ten in the evening

condudled (under the ftrongeft

guard that was ever known to at-

tend any ftate prifoner) to the

Tower, wliere he was committed

to clofe confinement.

The meeting of par- .^ j^^

liament, after this com- -^ ^

pelled recefs, was opened by a

fpeech from the throne, in which

notice was taken, that the out-

rages committed by bands of def-

perate and abandoned men, broke

forth with fuch violence into adts

of felony and treafon, had fo far*

overborne all civil authority, and
threatened fo diredly the imme-
diate fubverfion of all legal pow-
er, the deftruftion of all proper-

ty, and the confufion of every

order in the ftate, that his majefty

found himfelf obliged, by every

tie of duty and affedion to his

people, to fupprefs, in every part,

thofe rebellious infurrcftions, and

to provide for tli« public fafety,

l*N} z by
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by the moil efFedlual and imme-
diate appHcation of the force en-

truiled 10 him by parliament.

They were informed that pro-

per orders had been given, for

bringing the authors, abettors,

and perpetrators of thofe infur-

reftions, and of fuch criminal

afts, to fpeedy trial, and to fuch

condign punilliment, as the laws

prefcribed, and the vindication of

public juHice demanded. His

majelly concluded, that though

he trulkd it was not neceflary,

yet he thought it right at that

time, to renew his folemn allur-

ances to them, that he had no

other objeft but to make the laws

of the realm, and the principles

of our excellent conllitution in

church and fiate, the rule and
meafure of his condudl ; and that

he fhould ever confider it as the

firft duty of his ftation, and the

chief glory of his reign, to main-

tain and preferve the eltablilhed re-

ligion of his kingdom, and, as far

as in him lay, to fecure and to

perpetuate the rights and liberties

of his people.

This fpeech was generally ap-

proved of on all fides, and the

cultomary addrcffes carried with-

out oppofition. Some animad-

verfion, however, pafled in both

houfes, and no fmail degree of

cenfure was throu'n upon the con-

duft of adminillration, with re-

fpeft to the late difturbanccs ;

the mifchiefs that had happened,

and all the unhappy confequcnces

that might enfue, being directly

charged to their negleft, in not

calling forth the civil power in

time, and to their delay, in not

employing the military until it

was too late.—To the laft charge,

9

it was replied, that the fervicei

were fo numerous, and the appli-

cations fo continual, and from
fuch various quarters, for protec-

tion or afliftance, as the apprehen-

fions or danger of the people in-

creafed, that the troops at hand
were not half fuflicient to anfwer

the demands, until the arrival of
the regulars and militia from the

country.

The following day brought on
in a committee of the whole houfe,

the confideration of the feveral

petitions, praying for a repeal of
the late bill, which had been made
the occafion of fo much mifchief.

No repeal was propofed upon thofc

petitions. No evil had actually

happened from the relaxation of
the fingle penal law which had
been relaxed ; and the confe-

qucnces apprehended from it, were
confidcred as weak and vifionary.

There was rather much difcourfe

,

than debate upon the fubjeft,

very little having been faid on
the part of the petitions. The
queftion was, however, folemnly,

and very largely fpcke to, and
with the greatell eloquence. The
chief fpeakers were Lord North,

Lord Beauchamp, Sir George
Saville, Mr. Wilkes, Mr. Burke,

and Mr. Fox. The two latter

fpoke for three hours each. For
the tirll time they all fpoke on
the fame fide ; and fupported the

doftrine of toleration, on grounds
much larger than thofe on which
the bill complained of fiood.

In order, however, to quiet the

minds, and to remove the appre-
henfions, of fuch well - meaning
but ill-informed perfons, as might
be among the petitioners, refolu-

tionb to the following purport

were
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were moved for by Lord Beau-

champ, agreed to by the commit-

tee, and confirmed by the houfc.

That the effed and operation of

the aft paffed in the i8th of his

piiefent majefty, for relieving his

fubjefts profefling the Poplfh reli-

gion from certain penalties and

difabilities, impofcd on them by

an a£l of the nth and 12th of

William the Third, have been

mifreprefented, and mifunder-

ftood.

That, the fald ad, of the 1 8th

of his prefent majefty, does not

repeal or alter, or in any manner

invalidate, or render inefFeftual

the feveral flatutes made to pro-

hibit the exercife of the Popifh

religion, previous to the ilatute4)f

the nth and 12th of William the

Third.

That, no ecclefiaftical or fpiri-

tual jurifdiction or authority is

given, by the faid aft, to the

Pope or the See of Rome.
That, this houfe does, and

ever will, watch over the interefts

of the Proteftant religion with the

nioft unremitted attention ; and

that all attempts to feduce the

youth of this kingdom from the

eftablilbed church to Popery, are

highly criminal, according to the

laws in force, and are a proper

fubjeft of further regulation.

And, that all endeavours to

difquiet the minds of the people,

by mifreprefenting the faid aft of
the 18th year of the reign of his

prefent majefty, as inconfiftent

with the fafcty, or irreconcileable

to the principles of the Proteftant

- religion, have a manifell tendency
to difturb the public peace, to

break the union neccflary at this

time, to bring didionour on the

iialional cluradter, to difcredit

the Proteftant religion in the eyes
of other nations, and to furnifli

occafion for the renewal of tlie

profecution of our Proteftant bre-
thren in other countries.

On the fame principle of af-

fording fatisfaftion to, and quiet-

ing the minds of thofe, who had
been miflcd by error and mifrc-

prefentation, a bill was brought
in (though otherwife generally

thought unneceflary) and paftcd

the Houfe of Common?, for af-

fording fecurity to the Proteilant

religion from any encroachments
of Popery, by more efteftually re-

ftraining Papifts, or perfons pro-
fefling the Popjfti religion, from
teaching, or taking upon thcm-
lelves the education or govern-
ment of the children of Prote-
ftants.

A letter which had been writ-

ten during the late difturbances,

by the rwble lord at the head of
the army, and confirmed by others

of a fubfequent date, containing

orders to the officer who com-
manded the military forces in the

city of London, to difarm all

perfons, who did not belong 10

the militia, or who did not carry

them under the royal authority ;

this mealure, being confidered as

contrary to the natural rights of
mankind, as well as to the cxprefs

law of the land, it gave no fmall

umbrage without doors, and be-
came a fubjeft of fome animad-
verficn within. It likewife occa-
fioned fome confufion in the city,

v.-here the inhabitants were aflb-

ciating and arming for mutual
defence, under tlie conduft of
their refpeftive magiftrates ; and
became the ground of a corrc-

fpondcnce, which has been pub-
llihcd, between the chief ma£;i-

[•A'j
3 toe.



198*] ANNUAL REGISTER, 1780.

ftrate, and the Lord Prefident of
the council.

„ This matter was taken

up in the Houfe of Lords

by the Duke of Richmond, at

whofe motion (after feme ani-

madverfion on the fubjedt on a

preceding day) the letters in

queftion, the plan of an aiTocia-

tion by the Lord Mayor, and the

declaration of rights in the 2d of

William and Mary, were all read.

The Duke of Richmond then ob-

ferved, that thofe letters were de-

pofited in the public archives ;

that they would defcend to pofte-

rity a moH alarming precedent, of

a moft violent and unwarrantable

infringement of the conftitution,

if no refolution of cenfure and
difapprobation was entered on the

records of parliament. He had
nothing to do with the noble

lord's intention : his intention

might be perfedlly innocent, nay,

it might be laudable. But the

letter of the order was dangerous

;

future advantage might be taken

of it to the deftruftion of our

freedom, and therefore it was
that he anxioufly wilhed, their

lordfhips to come to I'ome refo-

lution upon the fubjeft.

He accordingly moved a refo-

lution to the following purport.

That the letter of Jeffery Lord
Amherft, dated the 13th of June,

to Colonel Twifleton, then com-
manding an armed force in the

city of London, in which he or-

ders him to difarm the inhabi-

tants, who had armed themfelres

for the defence of their lives and

properties, and likewife to detain

their aims, contained an unwar-

rantable command to deprive the

citizens of their legal property

;

V/as exprefsly contrary to the fun-

damental principles of the confti-

tution, and a violation of one of

their moft facred rights, as declar-

ed in the 2d of William and Mary,
that every Proteftant fubjedl of
tliis empire is entitled to carry arms
in his own defence.

The noble lord who was the

fubjcft of the propofed refolution,

had, upon the firft mention of the

affair, juftified the letter, by fay-

ing it related only to the mob,
and the riotous rabble, who, he

had received information, were
pofTelTed of firelocks ; that he had
done his duty, and was ready to

abide the confequences. But this

juftification not being admitted on
the other fide, who contended

that it was totally overthrown,

by the word inhabitants in the firft

letter, and the explanations rela-

tive to the armed afibciations in

the fucceeding, new grounds of
vindication or defence were taken

by the minifters upon the making
of this motion.

They faid, that while they al-

lowed the right of Proteftant

Englifhmen to arm, whether in

defence of their own perfons and
houfes, or thofe of their neigh-

bours, they muft confider a wide
difference between their afting in

this defenfive manner, for the im-

mediate proteftion of their per-

fons and properties, and their af-

fembling armed in bodies, and
marching out in martial array;

the firft was clearly juftifiable,

becaufe neceffary ; the latter might
lead to many dangerous confe-

quences. That it was not eafy,

even nov/, to look back with an

equal and compofed mind, or in-

deed without confiderable emo-
tion, to thofe dreadful difturb-

ances \ what then muft it have

been.
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been, in the midft of that fcene

of outrage, danger, and confu-

fion. It was in the wild uproar

and confufion of that fcene, that

the noble lord gave the order.

The meafure was prompted by the

fpur of the occafion. The necef-

fity and occafion, as in number-

lels inltances, muil juftify the aft.

It was not to be conceived, that in

the fituation in which the noble

lord was engaged, he could pay

nice attention to his expreflions

;

or that a man educated in the

field, fhould be acquainted with

all the privileges of the bill of

rights.

But the oppofition contended,

that there was no weight in the

argument, that the letter was

written in a ftate of hurry and

confufion ; for the date {hewed,

that it had been written feveral

days after the dillurbance and

danger were over. It was there-

fore to be confidered ai a meafure

taken upon due deliberation ; and

it was of too ferious and alarming

a nature, to be palTed over with-

out the notice of parliament.

They therefore urged, and even

fupplicated the houle, not to per-

mit fuch a letter to defcend as a

record and precedent to pofterity,

without fome mark of their difap-

probation ; at any rate, they faid,

a direft negative would be highly

impolitic. They ought at leail to

take fome gentle method of difpo-

fing of the propofition; and to

leave fomething, however lenient,

on their journals, which might
prove an antidote to the poifon.

The queltion was, however, ne-

gatived, without a divifion. Two
motions on the fame ground were
made by Mr. Sawbridge, a few
days after, in the Houfe of Com-

mons, where they met with a fimi-

lar fate.

On bringing up the bill for the

regulation of Pcpilli fchools from
the Houfe of Commons, the lords

in general, including the right

reverend bench, appeared much
on the fide of toleration ; and in-

deed fome of the peers, fpiritual

as well as lay, exprefied the moft

liberal and enlightened fentiments

on the fubjeft ; fo that the bill

fcarcely leemed to be any farther

confidered as necefiary, than mere-

ly as tending to allay the jealou-

fies and apprehenfions of the peti-

tioners.

But feveral of the lords confi-

dering it as a great indignity to

parliament, and to that houfe

particularly, to pafs a bill, which

carried all the appearance of being

forced upon them by outrage and

threat, and the fame idea operat-

ing by degrees with others, it was

contrived, (after feveral propofed,

and fome received amendments)

upon its being brought up to be
reported from the committee, to

fet it afide, without a di- r , ^
t-L

• u • July 4th.
rect negative, by moving J ' ^

it might be read the third time,

on that day week, which being

carried, had the effeft of a pre-

vious queftion, as it was known that

a prorogation would take plac« in

the interim.

The fpcech from the j . ~,

throne acknowledged, ^ '

that the magnanimity and perfever-

ance of parliament, in the profe-

cution of the prefent juft and ne-

ceflary war, had enabled his ma-
jelly to make fuch exertions, as

would, he trulled, difappoint the

violent and unjull defigns of his

enemies, and bring them to liften

to equitable and honourable terms

{*N] 4 of
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of peace.—Tliat thefe exertions

had already been attended with

fuccefs by fea and land j and
the late important and prof-

perous turn of affairs in North
America, afforded the faireft prof-

po£l of the returning loyally and

nffeflion of the colonics, and of

their happy re- union \vith their

parent country. Particular obli-

gations were acknowledged to be

telt, and thanks accordingly re-

turned to the Commons, tor the

confidence they had repqfcd, and
the large and ample fupplies which
they had fo chcarfully granted.

But the ftrength of the fpcech

feemed thrown into the conclud-

ing paragraph, in which both

Lords and Commons were earneil:-

ly called upon to affill his majefty,

by their inlluence and authority in

their feveral counties, as they had
already by their unanimous fup-

port in parliament, in guarding
the peace of the kingdom from
future difturbances, and watching
over the prefervation of the public

fafety. To make the people fen-

fible of the happinefs they enjoy,

and the diflinguiflied advantages
they derive, from our excellent

conilitution in church und ftate.

To warn them of the hazard of
innovation ; to point out to them
the fatal confequences of fuch

commotions as have lately been
excited ; and to imprcfs on their

minds this important truth,

—

That rebellious infurrcttions, to

refill or to reform the laws, muil
cither end in the deftrudion of the

perfon who makes the attempt, or

in the fubverfion of our free and

happy conftitution.

buch was the end of this unu-

fually long, and very extraordi-

nary feflion of parliament. A
fefiion, in which almoft every day

produced a quelHon, and every

queliion a debate, which in any

other would have been deemed
highly interefting ; but which were

frequently loft, in that glare of

ftill greater matter, which was fo

continually thrown out in this.

A fellion, in which unexpefted

vidlories, and unaccountable de-

feats, alternately raifed and funk the

hopes of the contending parties,

from the higheft pitch of exultation,

to the loweil ftate of defpondency.

The point of decifion feemed more
than once quivering, and hanging-

only by a hair.

Upon the whole, it may be faid

with confidence, that fo great 3

number of important affairs were

never agitated in any one feffion.

The riot, in the clofe, threw a

general damp upon all endeavours

whatever for reformation, however

unconnefted with its particular

objedl. Popular fury feemed, for

that time at leaft, the grealeft of

all poffible evils. And admini-

Ilration then gathered, and has

fince preferved, no fmall degree of

power, from a tumult which ap-

peared to threaten the fubverfion of

all government.

This may likewife be confidered

as concluding the political ej;ilt-

ence of that parliament.

CHAP.
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CHAP. IX.

Sir George Rodney proceeds to Gibraltar, in his <way to the Weji India,

'Takes a 'valuable Spanip Con-Joy. Falls in <v:ith a fquadron, under

the command of Den Juan de Langara. Takes the Admiral, ivith fe-ve-

ral men of nvar, and dejhoys others, Rclie--jes Gibraltar,fupplies Minorca,

and proceeds on his dejiined 'voyage. Prothec, French man of icm;
taken by Admiral Digby, on his return from Gibraltar. Dutch con^vo-;,

under the condud of Count Byland, Jiopped, and e;:am:ned, by Commo-
dore Fielding. Count Byland comes to Spithead, ivith his fquadrc/z

and con'voy. Confequemes of that, and of other precedent and Jubje-

qiient meajures. Rujjian Manifejfo, Northern neutrality. Royal pro-

clamation in London, fufptnding certain Jlipulations in^ fa-Jour of the

fubjeds of the States General. Retrofpedi-ve t-ii'iv of affairs in Ame-
rica and the IVefi Indies, in the year 1779. Advantages deri-ued by

the Spanijh comrnanders, from their early kno-ixledge of the intended rup-

ture. Don Bernardo de Galvez, fubdues the Britijh fettlements on the

MiJJiJJippi. Sulli'van's fuccefsful expedition againft the Indians of the fix
nations. Some obfer'vations on the policy of that people, and on the fate

of culture and unpro^vement, 'which the Americans difco-vered in their

country. Expeditions from Jamaica to the Bay of Honduras, and the

Mofquito Jhore. Fortrfs of Omoa and Spanijh regijier Jhips taken..

Vigilant and fuccefsful conduct of Admiral Hyde Parker, en the leeward

ifandJiation.

THE opening of the year

1780, feemed to indicate

feme return of that naval renown,

which had fo long been the pride

of the Engliih name and nation

;

but which, through fome unto-

ward circumllances, feemed for

fome time to have been Itrangely

in the wane.

Sir George Rodney, being ap-

pointed to the chief command in

the Weft Indies, was likewife un-

der orders, to proceed, in his way
thither, with a ftrong fquadron to

the relief of Gibraltar. For that

important fortrcfs had been very
clofely blockaded, and in part

beiieged by the Spaniards, ever
fmce the commencement of holli-

lities between the two nations
;

and the lofs of our naval fuperio-

rity in the Mediterranean, toge-
ther with that unliappy" ftate of
weaknefs on the ocean, which dif-

abled us from keeping the com-
munication with that place open,

cccafioned the garrilon's being re-

duced to very confiderable dillrefs,

as well with refpeiSi: to provifions,

as to military and garrlfon flores.

The lofs of power, r.nd conl>-

quently of influence and ref^e<El,

in the Mediterranean, amcng its

other ill effetSts, has been produc-
tive of one, which could icarcely

have been expefted, at lead in

the degree and manner in which
it has taken place. This has been
the dc'feftion of the Barbary llates;

or if not the whole, that of their

principal, and in whom we are

moll iaterelled, the Emperor oi

i^loroara
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Morocco ; who, contrary to all

former example, and in contra-

vention of that mortal enmity,

which, through a courfe of ages,

had been eftabliflied and heredi-

tary between the two nations, has

taken little lefs than an open and
dired part on the fide of Spain.

By this means Gibraltar, in the

moft critical feafon of danger

which it has ever experienced,

has been cut off from irs domeilic

market ; and has looked over ia

vain to the oppofite fhore, for

that ample fupply of provifions,

with which it had hitherto been

furnifhed from Barbary.

Fortune feemed attached to the

new commander's flag, in a fignal

manner on the outiet. He had
only been a few days at fea, when
he fell in with a very confiderable

convoy, bound from St. SebalHan

to Cadiz, confilting of 15 fail of

merchantmen, under the guard of

Tan 8th ^ ^^^ "5^^ ^"^ ^"" ^^^P'
•^ ' Q ' of 4 frigates, from 3 2

' * to 26 guns, and of two

fmaller armed veflels. The whole

fleet was taken ; and the whole,

ftiips of vv'ar, as well as others,

belonging to the royal company of

the Carraccas. The capture was

exceedingly fortunate ; much the

greater part of the veflels being

loaded with wheat, flour, and
ether fpecies of provifion ; and
the remainder with bale goods

and naval flores. The former

the admiral judicioufly conveyed

to Gibraltar, where their cargoes

were fo much wanted, and the

latter he fent back to England,

where the naval ftores were no lefs

welcome.

But this was only the prelude to

greater and more brilliant Aiccefs.

In about a week the admi- ^ ,

ral fell in, off Cape St.
^°^"-

Vincent, with a Spanifh fqua-

dron of eleven fliips of the line,

under the command of Don Juan
Langara. The enemy, being

much inferior in force, endea-

voured all they could to avoid an
engagement ; a defign, to which
the dift'erent circumitances, of a
rough gale, high fea, fhort day,

and dangerous coall, were ex-

tremely favourable. In order to

counteraft this dcfign. Sir George
Rodney changed the fignal for a
line of batlie abreaft, to that

for a general chace, with orders

to engage as the ihips came up
by rotation ; taking at the fame
time the lee gage, to prevent the

enemy's retreat into their own
ports.

The headmofl: fliips began to

engage about four o'clock in the

evening ; and their fire was re-

turned with great fpirit and refo-

lution by the Spaniards. The
night was dark, tempelluous and
difmal, and the fleet being nearly

involved among the flioals of St.

Lucar, rendered the afpefl more
terrible. Early in the aftion, the

Spaniflr fhip San Domingo, of

70 guns and 600 men, blew up,

and all on board perifhed ; the

Englifli man of war with which

flie was engaged, narrowly efcap-

ir:g a fimiiar fate. The aclion

jiud purfuit continued, with a
conllant fire, until two o'clock in

the morning, when the headmolt

of the enemy's line ftruck to the

admiral.

The Spanifli admiral's fliip the

Phoenix, of 80 guns, with three of

70, were taken, and carried fafely

into port. The San Julian of

70
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70 guns, commanded by the Mar-

quis de Medina, was taken, the

officers fhifted, and a lieutenant

with 70 Britifh feamen put on

board ; but by her afterwards run-

ning on (bore, the viftors expe-

rienced the caprice of war, in

becoming themfc'ves prifoners.

Another fhip of the fame force,

was likewife taken, and her offi-

cers fhifted ; but (he afterwards

run upon the breakers, and was

totally loft. Two more efcaped

greatly damaged, and two lefs fo,

into Cadiz. Such was the final

difpofal of the whole Spanifh

fquadron.

Such were the peculiar circum-

ftances attending this engage-

ment, that notsvithflanding the

inferiority of the enemy in point

of force, few aiflions have requir-

ed a higher degree of intrepidity,

more confummate naval Ikill, or

greater dexterity of feamanlhip.

Even tlie light of the enfuing day,

was fcarcely fufficient to extri-

cate feveral Britiih capital fhips

from the moil imminent danger ;

and it was not until die fecond

morning after the aftion, that they

had entirely cleared the fhoals, and
recovered deep water. It feems

upon the whole fcarcely to admit

of a doubt, not only that the

whole Spatiifh fleet would have

efcaped from a more cautious

commander ; but that the appa-
rent circumftances of the cafe

would have afforded a full julti-

fication of his condudt upon any
rctrofpeft.

The Spanifh admiral, Don
Jjian de Langara, behaved with the

rc-atell gallantry ; was himielf

bre.'y wounded, and his fhip near-

ly a wreck, before he itruck. The
humanity and generofity difplayed

fc

by Capt. Macbrlde of the Bien-
faifant, v/ith refpeft to that gen-
tleman and his fhip, along with
the flrid attention to honour (hewn
by the Spanifh commander, both
deferve to be remembered, as lay-

ing down a rule of conduc\ wortliy

the imitation of other officers in

fmiilar fituations.

A bad and malignant kind of

fmall pox, prevailing on board
Capt. Macbride's fhip, that gal-

lant officer, diidaining to convey
infeftion even to an enemy, and
perhaps confidering the peculiar

terror with which it is regarded

by the Spaniards, and the general

ill afpeft it bears to that people,

acquainted Don Langara with

the circumftance, and with his

own feelings upon the fubjetl ; at

the fame time offering to prevent

the inevitable danger and mif-

chief which muft attend fhifcing

the prifoners, by fending an offi-

cer with an hundred men on board
the Phenix, and trufting to the

admiral's honour, that neither his

officers or men, (amounting to

above 700) fhoald, in any cafe,

of feparation or otherwife, in any
degree interrupt the Britifh fea-

men, whether with refped to na-
vigating the iliip, or of defer.d-

ing her, againft whatever enemy.
The propofal was thankfully em-
braced, and the conditions ftrift-

ly adhered to by the Spanifh ad.
miral ; for though there was no
other fhip but the Bienfaifant in

fight, and that the fea and wea-
ther were exceedingly rough, his

people gave every alfiilance in re-

fitting the Phenix, and in navi-

gating her to the bay of Gib-
raltar.

After this fignal fucccfs. Sir

George Rodney having executed

his
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his commiinon at Gibraltar, and

waited the return of fon~,e men of

war, which he had fent with a

convoy of ftore-lhips and viftual-

lers to the ifland of Minorca, that

commander, animated with fucccfs

and covered with glory, proceeded,

about the middle of February,

to the Weft Indies, leaving the

bulk of the fleet, under the con-

dud of Rear Admiral Digby, to-

gether with the Spanifh prizes, on

their way to England. They were

not many days parted, before the

returning fleet fell in with, or ra-

ther perceived at a great diftance, a

confiderable French convoy bound

to the Mauritius, under the pro-

tedion of two fhips of the line.

Although a general chace enfued,

moft of the convoy efcaped ; only

the Prothee of 64 guns, and two

or three veflels laden with military

ftores, being taken.

Thus far, fortune fecmed again

to fmile on the Britifli Flag. This

expedition was in all its parts prof-

perous. Befides the great damage
done to the enemy, fix Ihips of the

line were added to the royal navy

of England ; and the value of the

other prizes, in a public view,

was greatly enhanced, by the na-

ture of their cargoes, the critical

fcafon in which they were taken,

and the eflential fervices to which

they were applied. We have al-

ready feen, that the higheft honour

which he could receive, the public

thanks of his country, through

both houfes of parliament, was

beftowed on Sir George Rodney.

Nor v/as the nation at large lefs

gratified. The long abfence of

good news, rendered this the more
highly pleaflng. It wa.s befides a

triumph over our old and natural

enemies, the hcufc of Bourbon.

During tlus expedition, govern-
ment having received intelligence,

tliat a number of Dutch fhips,

laden with timber and naval ftores

for the French fervice, not being
abfolutely allowed protedlion by
the States on their voyage, in-

tended to efcape the danger which
they apprehended from the Britifh

cruizers, by accompanying Count
Byland, who, with a Imall fquad-
ron of men of war and frigates,

was to efcort a convoy to the Me-
diterranean, Captain Fielding was,
in confequence of this notice, fent

out with a proper force, in order
to examine the convoy, and to

feize any veflTels containing thofe

articles which we deemed contra-

band.

Upcn the meeting of the fleets,

and permiflion to viflt the mer-
chant fillips being refufed to Cap-
tain Fielding, he notwithftanding

difpatched his boats for that pur-

pofe, which were fired at, and
prevented from executing their

orders by the Dutch. Upon this,

the captain having fired a fhot a-

head of the Dutch Admiral, it

was anfwered by a broadfide ; and
Count Byland having received his

in return, and being in no condi-

tion of force to purfue the conteft

farther, then immediately ftruck

his colours. Moft of the Dutch
fhips that were in the predicament

which occafioned the contell, had

already, through the length and

darkncfs of the nights, and by
keeping dole to the ihore, efcaped

the danger, and proceeded without

interruption to the French ports.

The few that remained, with na-

val ftores on board, were ftopt ; and

the Dutch Admiral then informed,

that he was at liberty to hoift his

colours and profecute his voyage.

That
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That commander, however, chofe

only to accept of the former part

of the condition. He hoilted his

Kolours ; but he refufed to feparate

from any part of his convoy ; and

he accordingly, with the whole of

the fleet which remained with him,

accompanied the Britifh fquadron

to Spixhead ; where he continued,

until he received frelh inftrudions

from his mailers.

This, along with many other,

both preceding and fubfequent

matters, led to that unhappy rup-

ture, which has fince afforded fo

much caufe of joy and triumph to

the enemies of both, between thofe

ancient, natural, and Proteftant

Allies, the kingdom of Great-

Britain, and the States of Hol-
land. Nor had it a lefs (hare

probably in other fucceeding

events, which were equally per-

nicious to the interefls, and fub-

verfive of the power of this coun-

try. The apparent vigour, how-
ever, of this meafure, and the

femblance it from thence bore to

the great and decided maxims of
happier times, rendered it in fome
degree a favourite with many peo-

ple ; who from thence augured a

renovation of our ancient Ipirit in

council and fortune in war.

But the event which fingularly

marked the opening of the pre-

fent year, and which was proba-
bly, at Icaft, accelerated by that

we have related, was the extraor-

dinary meafure adopted in the

north of Europe ; where a pov/cr,

which however great in other re-

fpeds, was of inferior note in a ma-
ritime view, was no.v feen didlating

a new code of maritime laws to

mankind, in many refpeiSts elfen-

tially diifring from thofe which
had for feveral hundred years been

eftablillied among commercial na-
tions, and going diredlly to the
overthrow of tnat fovereignty, or
pre-eminence on the ocean, which
had been fo long claimed and
maintained by this country.

This was the mani- p, , -

fefto or declaration if-
^^b. 26th.

fued by the court of Peterfburg,

which has been the means of form-
ing, under the name of an armed
neutrality, that formidable naval
and military alliance and confe-

deracy, between the northern pow-
ers, to which moft of the neutral

Hates in Europe have fince ac-
ceded ; and which, Great Britain

not being in a fituation direftly to

contravene, feems now to be fettled

as a part of the law of nations.

The great principle of tliis piece,

and of that confederacy to which
it gave birth, is, that free bottoms
make free goods ; and this is car-

ried to the degree of fuppoiing'

that neutral ftates are entitled to

carry on their commerce with the

belligerent parties in a Hate of war,
with the fame degree of conv^eni-

ence, eafe, and fat^ty, which they
might have pradlifed in time of
peace. Nor is this all ; it is far-

ther laid down, that the neutral

bottom has a right to convey,
and to render free, all things,

from any one part of a belligerent

ftate, and even coaftwife, to ano-
ther, without let or impediment

;

faving only fuch matters as might
be deemed contraband, in confe-

quence of the Ilipulations of for-

mer treaties.

This extraordinary meafure
(which in other times would have
been coniidcred and relented as a
declaration of war) was rendered

the more grievous, from its ori-

ginating WitJi a power, which not

onJy
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only had been regarded as our na-

tural friend and ally, but which

had been even held out as our

ftieet anchor, in any cafe of ne-

ceffity, which might occur in the

prefent war. Indeed this evil was

fo great and fo grievous, that it

might well have been confidered as

lilling up that meafure of calamity,

to which we had been doomed by

our fatal civil difcord.

It needs fcarcely to be noticed,

that the courts of France and

Spain, exprefled the utmoft appro-

bation of a fyitem fo exaftly cal-

culated, and immediately fuited

to their own views, and which

they could at a future time find

means eafily to (hake off. They,
accordingly, were little lefs than

loft in alionifhment, at the conli-

deration of that wifdom, juftice,

liberaUty of fentiment, and be-

nevolence, which had produced

ideas fo fimilar to their own. It

was upon the fame principle, of a

liberal and free commerce, and an

unreftrained navigation to all na-

tions, tha:t they had taken part

with the Americans, and were now
expending their blood and treafure

in a war with England. As they

did not fully comprehend the new
fyftem, nor know to what extent

it was to be carried, they waited

with deference, for thofe further

regulations or explanations, which

the Emprefs of the Ruffias might

think proper to communicate; but

were convinced, from the congeni-

ality of fentiments on both fides,

that nothing could happen, in the

intermediate time, on theirs, which

would aftbrd any diflatisfa(9ion to

her.

The folitary court of London,

was obliged to fupprcfs her indig-

nation at an injury, which Ihe

could not, at prefent, refent nor
remedy. She cxpoftulated with the

court of Peter/burgh, on the con^
ftant attention and regard, which
fhe had hitherto on every occafion

fhewn to her flag and commerce

;

fhe declared a continuance of the

fame conduft and difpofition, and
fhe reminded RufTia, of the reci-

procal ties of friendihip, and the

common interefts, by which they

were mutually bound.

But although the northern con-

federacy was too formidable to be
meddled with, the weak ftate of
Holland, with refpedl both to her

military and marine force, to-

gether with the particular fituation

of that country, and the divifions

among the people, who were fpUt

into violent fadlions, by no means
afforded any fuch operative mo-
tives of condu(fl. It was accord-

ingly determined, by ftrong mea-
fures, not only to endeavour to

prevent the republic from acceding

to the northern confederacy, but

likewife thereby to induce that

flate to afford the fuccours ftipu-

lated by treaty to England, and
which all negociation had hither-

to failed of obtaining. It was al-

fo undoubtedly expedled, that an

appearance of vigorous determi-

nation, along with a warm expref-

fion of refentment on the fubjeft,

would tend much to fupport and
ftrengthen the Englifli party in

Holland, and to dilcourage and
deprefs the French ; the latter of

which, from various caufes and
motives, had increafed exceeding-

ly in ftrength and number, during

the progrefs of the American war ;

a war, which we have formerly

feen, had been early deprecated

and regretted by the friends of

England in that country. The
expedta-
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expe£lation formed from thofe

meafurcs was much difappointed.

The Dutch are certainly much
hurt and weakened ; but their

connexions with our enemies

of all defcriptions is grown much
clofcr, and their alienation from

Great Britain much more decided

and hollile.

Upon thefe, and other grounds,

after previous, but ineft'e£tual

warning, given by the Britilli

minifters, both at London and the

. .. , Hague, a royal pro-
Apnl 17th.

clamation was iffucd

at the former of thefe places, in

which the non-performance of the

States General, with rcfpecl to the

fuccours ftipulated by treaty, be-

ing confidered as a dereliction of

the alliance fo long fubfilHng be-

tween both countries, and that

they have thereby placed them-

felves in the condition of a neutral

power, bound by no tieaty or con-

nexion with this kingdom, it is

therefore held, that upon every

principle of wifdom and julHce,

they Ihould from henceforward be

conftdered, as Itanding only in

that diilant relation in which they

had placed themfelves. It is there-

fore declared, that the fubjeXs of
the United Provinces, arc hence-

forward to be confidered upon the

fame footing with thofe of other

neutral (tates, not privileged by
treaty ; and his majei^y fulpends,

provifionally, and till further or-

der, all the particular ftipulations

refpedling the fubjedls of the States

General, contained in the fcveral

treaties now fubfifting ; and more
particularly thofe contained in

the marine treaty between Great
Britain and the United Provinces,

concluded at London, on the nth
of December, 1674.

Having tlius taken a general

view of our affairs in Europe, it

will be neceffary to look to thofe

in other parts of the world ; and
in the firlt place, to take a retro-

fpeX of fuch matters in America
and the Weft Indies during the year

1779, as did not come within our

line in the laft volume.

It appears from various circum-

flances, that the Spanifh gover-

nors and commanders in America
and the Weft Indies, had been ac-

quainted with the intended rup-

ture between Spain and England,

long before the declaration pre-

fented by their minifter to the

court of London, on the i6th of

June, 1779. It would even feem,

that they were informed of tlie

prccite time, or very near it, at

which that event would take place

;

for it is afferted, that war was

declared in the ifland of Porto

Rico, in a few days after the de-

livery of that refcript in London ;

and it is certain, that Englifh

vefTels were carried into the Ha-
vaunah as prizes, before any in-

telligence of that meafure could

have been poflibly received in

America. Plans were according-

ly laid, and preparations made to

the time, which afforded advan-

tage in die commencement of hof-

tilities.

But in no inftance was the ef-

fect of this pre-intelligence (o

ruinous, as in tlie lofs which it

occafioned of the Britifh fettle-

men ts on the Miffiffippi, along

with the capture of the troops

deitined to their protefcion. We
have heretofore Ihewn, that the

fcttlements in that part of Loui-

fiana, being yet too weak for a

particular govemment, were an-

nexed to that of Weft Florida ;

3 whicii
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which was, however, too diftant

to afford any efteduaJ protedion.

Wc have alfo feen that in the pre-

ceding year, a party of Americans
vifitcd that country, and received

a temporary fubmiflion from the

inhabitants, which they did not

flay to maintain. That Ameri-
can expedition, and the dcfencelefs

ftate of the fettlements, which it

had rendered apparent, were un-

doubtedly the caufes, that fome
troops had fnice been fent for their

protedtion.

Don Bernardo de Galvez, the

Spanifh Governor of Louifiana,

having collefted the whole force

. , of his province at New
^' ^ * Orleans, firft publicly
177Q •

''-'' declared the indepen-

dency of America by beat of

drum, and then fet out on this

expedition. He had previoufly

concerted his meafures fo well in

fecuring the communications, that

Major General Campbell, who
commanded at Penfacola, did not

receive the fmalieft inform.ation of

the danger of the weftern part of

the province, or even that hoftility

was intended, until the defign was
nearly effeded. With fimilar ad-

drefs, and profiting of the fecurity

v/hich prevailed on our fide, he had,

bv furprize and flratagem, taken a

royal ficop of war, which was fta-

tioned on Lake Pontchartrain, and

Was equally i'uccefsful in feizing fe-

veral veflels on the lakes and rivers,

laden with provifions and necefia-

ries for the Britifh detachment, and

one, containing fome troops of the

regiment of Waldeck.
iiuch lucky drcumftances, were

not neceffery to infure fuccefs to

his enterprize. The whole mili-

tary force, Bridlh and German,

ftationed for the proteftion of the

country, did not amount to five hun-
dred men ; and thefe had no other

cover againft a fuperior enemy, but
a newly conftrudted fort, or more
properly Field Redoubt, which
they had hallily thrown up, at a
place called Baton Rouge. In this

place, however. Lieutenant Colo-
nel Dickfon, of the i6th regi-

ment, flood a fiege of nine days

;

and when the opening of a battery

of heavy artillery had rendered
all farther defence impradlicable,

he obtained conditions very ho-
nourable to the garrifon, and
highly favourable to the inhabit-

ants. The troops, from the na-

ture of their fituation, were necef-

farily obliged to furrender prifoners

of war ; and it is to be remem-
bered, highly to the honour of the

Spaniih governor and commander,
Don Bernardo de Galvez, that up-

on this, as well as upon a later oc-

cafion of the fame unfortunate na-

ture, no thing couldexceed the good
faith with which he obferved the

prefcribed conditions, nor the hu-

manity and kindnefs with which he
treated his prifoners.

The languid nature of the cam-
paign on the fide of New York,
enabled the Americans, in the be-

ginning and progrefs of the au-

tumn, to take a heavy vengeance

on the Indians, for the cruelties

and enormities which they had fo

long pradlifed on the frontiers.

So formidable was this enemy now
grov/n, through the accefiion of
ilrength and difcipline which it de-

rived from the refugees and white

adventurers, that a fuiall army,

with a train of artillery, under the

condudl of General Sullivan, af-

fifted by fome other officers of

name.
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came, were defined to this fer-

vice. The famous confederacy of

the five or of the fix nations, as

it has been differently called ; that

confederacy which exhibited the

rud-j outlines of a republic, in the

moll hidden defarts of America,

was the object of the prefent ex-

pedition.

Thefe nations lying at the backs

of the northern and middle colo-

nies, amidil: the great lakes, rivers,

and impenetrable fore.ls, which

feparate them from Canada, had

long been renowned for the cou-

rage, fidelity, and conltancy, with

which they had adhered to the

Englilh in their wars with the

French ; and had even aflifled them

frequently againlf different na-

tions of their own cpuntryraen.

In the beginning of the prefent

contert, they had concluded a trea-

ty with the Americans, by which

they bound themfelves to obferve a

iiriiil neutrality during the progrefs

of the ftruggle. The Americans

faid, that they offered at that time

to take up the hatchet againff the

Engliih, but that they had rejected

the offer upon principle ; only re-

quiring of them to adhere ibidly to

the neutrality.

The power of prefents, with

the influence of Sir William John-

fon, and fome others who had in-

terell among them, operating upon

their own natural propeniities,

foon led them to depart from this

pacific line of conduft, and they

took a diilinguiflied part in that

cruel and deliruclive war, which,

we have more than once feen, was
-carried on agaiall the back fettle-

ment. The Oneida Indians were
the only nation of the confede-

racy, who had adhered to the neu-
trality ; or at leall, who were not

Vol. XXIir,

known to have taken any direft

part againft the Americans. They
were accordingly deftined to ef-

cape the intended general deftruc-

tion. For the principle of this

war was extermination ; fo far as

that can be carried into execution

againll an enemy, who feldom can

be caught or found, except when,
from motives of advantage, he

choofes to ftay, or to reveal him-

idf. They were of opinion that

nothing leis than driving them

totally and far from their prefent

pofieffions, could ever afford any

permanent profpecl of fecarity and

quiet to their numerous infant

fetdements ; which they knew,

under thefe circumftances, would

foon become the great fources of

wealth and ftrength to their refpec-

live ilates.

The Indians marched boldly to-

wards the frontiers of their coun-

try to meet the invaders. They
were headed by Butler, Brandt,

Guy Johnfon, and Macdonald ;

and, befides affembling all their

own tribes and allies, were joined

by fome hundreds of refugees, or,

as the Americans call them, Toiies.

They poffeffed themfelves of a

difficult pafs in the woods, be-

tween Chemung and Newtown, in

the vicinity of the Teaoga River ;

where they conllrutled a ilrong

breaft-work, made of large logs,

of above half a mile in extent

;

from whence other works, of Icfs

Itrength, reached a mile and a

half, to the top of a mountain in

their rear, where a fecond breaft-

work was formed.

A warm attack and . ,

defence took place, S- y »

I
"^ 7Q

and was continued for ''-''

two hours ; in which Sullivan

found that he had full occaUon for

[•0] hi«
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his artillery to make any efFeftual

imprclfion on the brealt-vvork.

The rout of the confederates

was accelerated and completed,

through the movements that were
made by the generals Poor and
Clinton, for turning their flanks,

and thereby cutting off their re-

treat. The viftory was fo com-
plete, that they never attempted to

make another ilaud during the fub-

feijuent defolaiion of their coun-

try.

This aftion only opened the

way 10 the commencement of Sul-

livan's expedition ; and there was

a dilncuky llill remained, which

was capable of rendering it in a

great meafure ineffeiftive. 'I'o ren-

der the fervice in any connderable

degree effedual, it was necclfary

that the army Ihould be out a

month, at leaft, in a country to-

tally unknown, and where no fup-

plies of any fort could be hoped

for; but with all Sullivan's in-

duftry, and the aids of his employ-

ers, the dillance, roads, and other

cJrcumilances, rendered it imprac-

ticable to provide provifion for

more than half the time; nor, if

there had been more, were pack-

horfes to bs found for its convey-

ance ; although to lighten the car-

riage, the ciLtle which they were

to live upon were driven along

with the army. The fpirit of the

foldiers, the hearty zeal of the of-

ficers, with an animating fpeech

from their general, removed all

impediment to the defign : the

prop'ofal of fliort allowance was

received with the loudeft fhouts of

approbation ; and the ration for

24 hours was fixed, with univerfal

confent, at half a pound of flour,

and as much frtili beef; the re-

4a£liori going even to the fait.

This expedition was worthy of
note, as it difcovered a greater

degree of policy, and rather an
higher ftate of improvement, a-

mong thofe Indian nations, than
had been expefted, even by thofe

who had lived near, and almoft

in the raidit of them. Sullivan

difcovered, to his furprize, that no
guides could be procured who
knew any thing at all of the coun-
try; and that the only means he
had of iinding his way to the In-

dian towns, were thofe which be-

tray a wild beaft in his den, the

track of the inhabitant ; v/hich

was a much more difficult clue in

the former cafe than the latter, as

the laft of an Indian file always

fmooths and covers over with

leaves the tracks made by his fel-

lows and himfelf; fo that it re-

quires much experience, as well

as patience and induftrv, to be
able to develop and trace them.

The degree of culture about the

Indian towns was confiderably

higher than could be fuppofed

from former obfervations and opi-

nions relative to the cultoms and
manners of thefe people. The
beauty of their fituation, ia

many inftanccs, indicating choice

and defign, together with the

fize, the conftruiflion, and the

neatnefs of their houfcs, were the

firfl: great objects of admiration in

this new country. Suliivan fays,

in feveral places, that the houfes

were not only large, but elegant

;

and frequeritly mentions their be-

ing built of frame-work. The
fize of tlieir corn fields excited his

wonder, as well as the high de-

gree of cultivation which they

fhewed. Some idea may be form-

ed of both, from the quantity of

corn the Americans deltroyed iii

thii
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this expedition ; wliich they eflii-

Ijirte cit 160,000 buili^ils,

But the number of fruit -trees

which they found and dellroyed,

with the fizc and antiquity of their

orchards, afford an objcdl of much
greater ;idin;ration ; as theie cir-

cumitances not only fhtw that cul-

tiv.-uCion was not of a late date a-

nion;^ thefe people, but tend like-

wife to overthrow that opinion fo

generally received, tfiat the In-

dians are incapable of looking to

futurity in their condnft, and
coiifeqaently totally improvident

vvi:h r.-lped to polcerity. Perhaps

oiher inilances of this nature, and
in a lliil higher degree, mav yet

be found, in more remote or Kid-

den parts of America ; and per-

haps ic may be difcovered, that

man, in what is called his favage

ftate, like beavers, and fome other

animals, becomes more favag-e,

carelcfs, and improvjdeit, in pro-

porcioiias he finds tha: bii views arc

broken, and his fecurity lelTened,

by the near approach of the civi-

lized part of his own fpecies.

Sullivan informs us, that they

cut down 150:) fruii»trees ia one
orchard ; and takes notice in dif-

ferent places, without the {malleft

obfer\ ation on the fadl, that many
of the trees carried the appearances

of great age. Neither the palt

enormities or cruelties ox the In-

dians, the policy of the motives,

the juftice of the refentment, or

even the fuppofed nece/Tity of the

ad, can prevent the pain arifing

to a fenfible mind, from fuch a
havock and deuru-Tlion of the la-

.
bours and hope of mankind ; it

is not impoiTible, th.n the very im-
providence imputed to the prci-

prietors, renders tiie biighc which
tlius fell upon the frui's of their

^>oor indu'lry the jnore alHi^tiaw.

The work of defolation wa*
completed within the ptcfcrLbed

time, and no more ; there not be-

ing a day to fpare. In that time,

the Americans had dellroyed forty

Indian towns ; of which, Chi-
nefee, the largeft, contained 128
houfe? ; but the others bore no
propoi tion as to fi?:e. It fecm«,

by a paflfage in Sullivan's letter,

as if they had already began to caft

a willful eye towards the cultiva-

tion of that fine, and, until now,
unexplored country. Sullivaa

gained great public applaufe by
this expedition, and received lelU-

nionials of the fuUeit approbation

aad warraelt affeiSlion from his

officers and army ; but he pur-

cnai'ed thefe gratifications at tlia

expence of a ruined conllitutioa,

which has iince reilrained hiin

from all aftive fervice.

It happened about this feafon,

that the baymen on tiie Miiiquito

and bay of Honduras fiiures, (as

the logwood cutters are calltd)

being hard preired, and in great

danger from the Spaniards, tije

governor of Jamaica had difpatck-

ed Captain Dalrymple, (com-
mandant of a new corps rai-ied in

Ireland for the fervice of that

ifland) with a f nail force and fome
arms, to their relief. Admiral
Sir Peter Parker had alfo detached

a fmall fqiuidron, confuting ofth^
Charon, LoweltotFe, and Pojnona

frigates, with the ?vace-Horl"e

fchooncr, under the condn'5l of

Captain Luttreil, of the Charon,

as commodore, to the bay of flon-

diiras, in order to intercept fome
Spanifh rcgili«r (hips; which,

however, elcaped into the excel-

lent harbour, and under the pro-

teflion of th- Ibong fortrefs of Sr.

Fernando de Omoa, where they

wi-re found too well fecurcd for

[*0j 2 aoy
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any attack by fea, which the pre-

fent fmall Iquadron was capable of

making.
In the intermediate time, five or

fix hundred Spaniards had arrived

in fmall craft at Sr. George's key,

the principal fertlement of the

baymen on the coalt of Honduras,

which they plundered, and beiides

otherwife treating the people with

great barbarity, fent numbers of

them, with their families, as pri-

foners, to Merida. It happened,

however, that by various fortu-

nate accidents, by the arrival of

fuccours, by the fpirit of enter-

prize, which feems in a particular

manner to animate thofe who have

any concern on that coaft, and the

exertions of feveral bold and aftive

officers of the army and navy, that

the invaders were not only driven

with precipitation, and without

perfecting their defign of ^deiola-

tion, from St. George's key; but

that the fcattered baymen being

collected, thofe who were lately

refugees, or in circuoiftances of im-

minent and immediate danger,

not fatisfied with an efcape, af-

pired to adventure and conqueft.

For upon the expulfion of the

Spaniards from the coaft, the com-
modore had the fortune to fall In

at fea with the Porcupine floop of

war, with Captain Daltympic,

and his detachment of the loyal

Irifli, under convoy. Nothing
could have been more opportune.

The commanders immediately de-

termined to unite their forces, in

an attack by fea and land upon
Omoa ; a bold attempt with their

. force, but in which fuccefs held

out a profpeft of throwing the gal-

leons (which were Itill under its

'

. ih,elter) into their hands.

The fortrefs at Omoa fliould

have been exceedingly Itrong, if

Itrength were always the confe-

quence of labour and expence.

The Spaniards had for many years

been employed in the conltrudtion

of the works. The walls, (the

ftones of which were raiied in the

fea, at above 20 leagues diftance)

were about 28 fe*l high, fur-

rounded by a deep dry ditch, and
the parapets, of folid ilone, wer«
18 feet in thicknefs. It was, how-
ever, to be confidered only as a

fort or caftle for the defence of the

harbour, the town itfelf being en-

tirely open. Its batteries fliewed

about 40 pieces of artillery ; "but

it feems to have been deficient in

that refpeft, as well as in point of

garrifon.

The land force of the afTailants,

by the jundtion of the baymen,
along with the marines, which
were entirely given by the com-
modore to that part of the fervice,

fomewhat exceeded 500 men ; the

defenfive force, without including

the jTunaway inhabitants, was net

much inferior in number.
In advancing to r\ci c l

r . »i 1- Of^. 1 0th.
tne fort, the iing-

lilh were fo much annoyed by the

fire from the town, on their left

flank, that after deliberating an
hour, in order if pollible to refrain

from the meafure, they found

themfelves at length under a ne-

ccility of fetting it on fire. The
commander of the expedition con-

fidering, that any thing like a re-

gular iiege would be totally befide

his purpofe ; that fuch a meafure,

befides a train of heavy artillery,

would require a very confiderabie

force, as well to withltand the

danger from without, as to con-

du«fl the operations againft the

fort ; and that his fmall party

vi'ould moulder fail away, under

the inconimodities of climate and

conflant
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conftant fatigue, determined to

place his truit in a coup de main,

and to attempt the place by el-

calade.

Meafures being accordingly con-

certed with the commodore, the

Pomona was towed in pretty clufe

to the fort during the night, and the

heavier (hips took their proper lla-

tions, fo as to be able to com-
mence the attack on their fide a-

bout three in the morning ;
giving

a fignal twenty minutes before,

which was to dircd that from the

land. In the mean time, 150 men,

in four columns in line, and car-

rying the fcaling ladders, were

movc-d down the hill, where they

lav waiting: for the fijrnal. That
being given, they advanced m the

fame Tilence, and with trailed

arms, under the fire of their own
batteries ; which, with the heavy

cannonade from the Ihips, ferved

to deafen, as well as to diftraft the

enemy ; fo that they pafled, un-

dif:overed by the Spanilh Gentries,

to the very entrance of the ditch.

There they were difcovered, and
the columns feemed for a moment
to hcfitate ; but inllantly recover-

ing, they advanced to fix their

ladders to the wall, immediately

under a battery office guns. The
firll: ladder was demolilhed by the

flank guns of another ballion, and
a midlhipman of the LoweftofFe

killed, and feveral wounded; the

other ladders were damaged, but

fortunately were not rendered ufe-

lefs. Two feamen having mount-
ed the v/all, levelled their mufkets,
without firing, at a body of above
fixty Spaniards, and fuch was the

panic and conlternation that pre-
vailed, that they kept them for

fome moments in awe, and even
motionlefs, while their friends

were afcending the ladders. The
garrifon, notwithftanding all the

efforts of their officers, fled on all

fides. Above a hundred efcaped
over the wall on the oppofite fide ;

but the greateft part took flielter in

the cafemates. . In thefe circum-
flances, the governor and princi-

pal ofticers, making no rcquell but
for their lives, prefented their

fwords and keys to the comman-
dant, with a furrender of the fort,

garrifon, and fhips.

The prilbneis amounted to 355,
rank and fife, be.ldes officers and
inhabitants. The trealure had
been removed from the caftle on
the approach of the Britifli forces

;

but that on board the galleons,

with the cargoes of oriier velFels in
the harbour, and the value of the

fhips themfelves, were eflimated
at about three millions of piafters,

or pieces of eight. But of all this,

nothing was fo feverely felt, or fo

real a lofs to the Spaniard?, as

that of 250 quintals of quickfilver,

newly arrived from Old Spain ;

a commodity fo eflTential to the pu-
rification, and to the leparation of
their gold and filver ores from
other bodies, that the value of
their mines inuft depend upon its

conilant fupply. This, therefore,

they offered to ranfom at almoll
any price ; but the conquerors,
preferring the public good to their

own private emolument, would
not part upon any terms with an
article, which, though of no great
value to themfelves, was of fuch
immenfe confequence to the ene-
my. Upon the fame principle,

they rejufed to ranibai the calUe,
for which high ofiers were likewifs

made, and left a garrilon for its

defence ; although their generous
views were fruftratcd in this re-

[•Oj 3 fpea
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fped by its fubfequeat lofs ; a-

rifinfi; inore from the unhealthinefs

Of thj place, chan from any po-.ver

or vigour exerted by the eiumy
in its recovery.

Tlie condudl of the comman.Iers

bayinan is well known, it was
thought neceffary to retain hofta-

ges on this occalion. And as a
farther f-curity, the church-plate

and religious ornaments for vJiich

all raiifom had been refufed, was

and otTicsrs by fea and land on this retained as a dcpofit, to be return

-

fervice was in all its parts exem- ed freely as a prefent along with

plary. Like a well regulated ma- the hoftages, upon the due per-

chine, nothing was inert or deft - forniance of the conditions,

cicnt. Ihe naval captains, Pa- The recital of any aO. of mere
kenhara, Nugent, and Parker, courage, however extraordinary,

had opportunities of being diiHn-' in a Eritifh feaman, would appear

guiibed in various cafes of diih- rather fuperfiuous. The foilow-

culty and danger; and Captain ing inllance of magnanimity, how-
Carden, of the 6oth, who aded ever fingular, is- in its circum-

a« engineer, acquired no Icfs ere- ftances fo truly charaderiflic of

dit in his depar:meiit. But no- the peculiar manners, ideas, and
thing afforded more praife, or re- generous valour, of that invalu-

(djunded more to the honour of able order of men, that we can-

ccininanders, omcers, and even not restrain our inclination of en-

private individuals, than the hu- deavouring to preierve it from

mr:nity and generolity with which oblivion. A common Tailor, who
they treated the vanqulflied. This fcrarnbled fingly over the wall,

will appear llill the more truly had, for the better anr.oyance, on

laudable, when tne recent cauf-'s all fides, of the enemy, armed
of" irritation and refentaient which himielf with a cutlafs in each hand,

they had met with are taken into TH^js equipped, he fell in with a

the account. Spanilh officer, juft roufed from

A convention was concluded, fleep, and who, in the hurry and
between the BritiPn commanders confufion, had forgotten his fword.

on the one fide, and the Spanifh

governor and oihcers on the other,

which went happily to the re-

This circumllance reftrained the

fury of the feaman ; who difdain-

ing an unarmed foe, but unwil-

demption .if the poor baymen and ling to relinquiib fo happy an op-

their families, who had been late- portunity of difplaying his cou-

ly conveyed to Merida, as well as rage in fingle combat, prefented

other Englifh, and fome Mofquito one of the cutlalfcs to hina, telling

Ind'ians who had for a longer or him " he fcorned any advantage ;

fhorter time been in a ilate of im- you are now upon a footing with

prifonment or flnvery. The go- me." The altonifhment of the

\reruor and garrifon were enlart^cd officer at (uch an ad of generofuy,

for the prefent, as prifoners of and at the facility with which a

war upon parole ; but bound to friendly parley took p!a( e, when
return, and furrendcr thenifelves he expected nothing lels, from the

at a given time, if the conditions uncouth and hollile appearance of

wr** not conrplifd vvitii. As the his foe, than that of being cut in-

averfioa of the Spaniards to the llantly, and without pity or mercy,
into
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into pieces, could only be ri- himfelf, at one time, a narrow

vailed by the admiration, which efcape from tailing into their

his relating the flory excited in hands. It is likewile to be ob-

his countrymen. ferved, in honour to the Frenrh

It feems remarkable, that Rear commander, that by fuddenly flip-

Admiral Hyde Parker, who i'uc- ping his cables, putting out to Tea

ceeded Admiral Byron in the com- with three (hips, and with great

mand on the Leeward lUand fta- gallantry and dexterity engaging

tion, fliould not have received any the foremoll of the Briiiili fleet,

certain intelligence of d'Ellaing's and again retiring under his bat-

departure with his fleet to the coafl teries, he thereby afforded an op-

of North America, until fo late portunity to a conliderable part of

as the 24.th of OAober, when he thit convoy which we have mcn-

diicovered it by the capiure of the tioned to efcape. It was upon

Alcmena, a French frigate of war. that occafion, that ihe brave Cap-

That vigilant commander, well tain Grifiith, of the Conqueror,

feconded by Rear Admiral Row- in purfuing the enemy too clcle

ley, preferved (o decided a fupe- upon tiieir batteries, was unfortu-

riority over M. de la Motte Pi- nately killed. The Britilh com-

quet, during the latter part of manders had likewile the fortune

that year, and the beginning of to intercept, and after a chace of

the ciifaing, that they not only fe- an extraordinary length to take,

verely diftrefl'ed the French trade, three large, hdavy metalled French

and took and deflroyed the greater frigates, which were on their re-

part of a convoy within his view turn from the Savannah to Mar-
at Fort Royal ; but that he had tiniqne.

[•0] 4 CHAP.
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C H A P. X.

Rhode IJland evacuated. De/jgn againjl Nevj Torkfrujlrated by D^Ejlaing^s

J'ailiire at Sdnjannah. Expedition agai.iji Charles Tcnvn. Sir Henry
Clinton lanas imth the army in Souih Carolina ; takes pojfejpon of the

ijlands of John and James ; paffes Ajhley Rz'ver to Ch:irics Tcvi^n Neck ;

'Jiege of that city. Admiral Jrbuthnot pcijjls the Bar ivith difficulty,

American and French tnarine force abandon their fations, and retire to

the ionvn, i.vhere moft of the for}ncr are funk to bar a paffage. The ad-

miral pajfes the heavy fre of the fort on Sidli'van^s Ifand, and takes

poffefjion of the harbour. General Lincoln fummoned 'without efe^.

State of the defences on Charles Ton.>jn Neck. Colonel Tarlcton cuts cff a

party of the rebels. Ccl, Webfier paffes Cooper River <voith a detach-

7uent, by njohicb the city is clofely in-oefted. Lord Cornujallis takes the

command on that fide. Siege preffed nuith great •vigour. Admiral Ar-
buthnot takes Mount Pleajant, and reduces Fort Moultrie. Tarleton de-

feats and defrojs the rebel cavalry. Capitulation of Charles Tovon.

Garrifon, artillery, frigates y l£c. Rebels again defeated by Tarleton,

at Waxavu. Regulations by Sir Henry Clinton for the fecurity oj the

province. Departure for Nevj York. Earl Corn-joallis reduces the

vuhole colony. Unexpected danger to vjhich the feverity of the vjinter

had expofed Ncvj York. Gallant defence made by Capt. Cornvoailis,

againf a French fuperior naval force. Thr,ee naval anions betuieen

Sir George Rodney, and M. de Guichen, productive of no decifive confe-

quences. Infirreiiions of the loyalifs in North Carolina gueikd. Baron

de Kalbe marches into that province vjith a continentaljorce- Is fcho<zv-

ed by Gen-. Gates, vjho takes the chief command. State of affairs in the

ivjo Carolina's. Battle of Camden. Cwmplete viftory gained by Lord

Cornvjallis. Suinpter routed by Tarleton,

TH E appearance and conti- had largely contributed, hoping

nuance of D'Eftaing on the to end the war by one decifjve

coaft of North America, in the ftroke; and being in pofleffioii of

autumn of the year 1779, "^^cef- the North Fuver, the cloud feemed

farily fufpended all adlive opera- ready to break upon the illaads,

tions on the fide of New York ; as foon as ilie French fleet fhould

where none but defenfive meafures appear in fight ; an event that did

could be thought of, under the not feem to be far diftant, as it

well-founded apprehenfion of a for- was expected on both fides by the

midable attack by fea and land, new allies, that the taking of the

which had been evidently con- Savannah could be little more
certed between that commander than the work of a day ; and that

and General Wafhington. The the fuccefs could not only inipire

latter had coUeiSted a ftrong force confidence, but even aiFord means,

for that purpofe in the Highlands, for the attainment of the grand

to which the northern colonies objeft.

Under
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Under thefe apparent circum-

flanccs of danger, it was found

advifahle, belides adopting every

oth.r means of a vigor us defence

-.pgaintl a grt^.Iy fuperior force, to

withilr^sv the ganiioa and marine

froii. Rhode Ju.ind, and to fuffer

that plaice to iair again into the

hands of the Americans.

Cut the deleat of D'Eftaing,

anu ftill more the lofs of time,

which attended his ill conducted

enterprize, having totally truf-

trated ihe views of the enemy,

ferved equally to extend thoie of

General Sir Henry Clinton, and

of Admiral Arbutnnot, to adive

and ertedivc fcrvice, by an expe-

dition to the fouthern colonies.

Waihington's army was already in

a great meafure broken up. The
auxiliaries had returned home;
the term of enliliaient of a great

number of ihe continetital fol-

diers was expired ; and the filling

up of tlie regiments, by waiting

lor recruits from their relpeiiive

ilates, mull necelTarily be a work
ot confidcrable time.

South Carolina was the imme-
diate and great objeft of enter-

prize. Behdes the numerous be-

nefits to be immediately derived

from the polleffion of that pro-

vince of opulence and ftapb pro-

duct, and the un.peakable lofs

which it would occafion to the

enemy, its fituation rendered it

ftill more valuable from the fe-

curity which it would not only

afford to Georgia, but in a very
confidcrable degree, to all that

fouthern point of the continent
.which Uretches beyond it.

Sir Henry Clinton's land force

being now whole and concen-
trated by the evacuation of Rhode
Ifland, it aftbrdcd means as well

as incitement to enterprize. The
army was likcwife in excellent
condition ; the reinlorcements from
England had not, been impair-
ed by any fervice ; and it was
abundantly provided with artil-

lery, and with all the other en-
gines, furniture, and provifion of
war. Nor was the naval force lef*

competent to its purpole ; there

being nothing then in the Ame-
rican ieas, which could even ven-
ture to look at it. On the other
hand, the diltance of South Ca-
rolina, from the center cf force

and adion, cut it off from all

means of prompt fupport in any
cafe; while the prelenr Hate of
tiic American army, along with
many circumllances in the fitua-

tion of their public aftairs, ren-
dered the prolpeft of any time-
ly or effedual relief extremely
faint.

Although every thing had been
for fome time prepared for the
expedition, and the troops even
embarked, yet through the defeft

of any certain ii.t lligence, as to

the departure of D'Kftaing from
the coall of North America, it

was not until within a few days of
the ciofu* of the year, ^-^ ^ ,

that the fleet and con-
"^^' ^°^"*

voy proceeded from New York.
The voyage from thence to the

Savannah, (where they did not

arrive until the end of January)
was very unprofperous. Befides

its extreme tediouliiefs, the fea

was fo rough, and the weather lo

tem;)clluous, that great mifchief

was done among the tranlports

and viduallers. Several were
loll ; others difperfed and d.^.mag-

ed ; a few were taken by the

Americans ; an ordinance fliip

went down, with all her llores;

and
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and almofl all thehorlcs, whether

of draught, or appertaining to the

cavalry, were loih

From Savannah, the fleet and

armv proceeded before the middle

of February, to the Inlet or har-

bour of North Edifto, on the coaft

of South Carolina, where the

army w-as landed without oppo-

fitlon or difficulty ; and took pof-

feffion with equal facility, firil

of John's Ifland, and next, that

of James, which ftretches to the

fouth of Charles Town Harbour.

We have already had occafion, in

our account of Gen. Prevoll's ex-

pedition, to take feme notice of

the geography and nature of this

flat and infulated country. The
army afterwards, by throwing a

bridge over the Wappoo cut, ex-

tended its polls en the mainland,

to the banks of Afhley River, be-

tween which and Cooper's River

Charles Town ftands ; the ap-

proach to it being called the

Neck.
The general is not explicit in

his information, as to the nature

of the difficulties, or rather wants,

ivhich were the caufe of detaining

the army in this pofuion, until

near the end of March ; he feeni-

ing to confider thefe circurn-

ftances as matters already v/cll

underftood by the Secretary of

Slate. We only learn, that a

train of heavy artillery fup])licd

by the large ffiips of the fieet,

with a body of failors, under the

conduft of Capt. Elphinltone of

the navy, were of fmgular fer-

vice in the profecution of the

fiege, and that the general found

it neceffary to draw a reinforce-

ment from Georgia, \jvhich joined

him, without any other interrup-

tion, than the natural difficulties

cf the country, (vvhich were not

fmall) during a toillbme march of

twelve days.

The paffagfe of
^^^^^^

Afhley- River was ' " ^*

elFected with great 7 •

facility, thro' the aid of the naval

officers and feamen,with th'e'ir boats

and armed galUes ; and the army,
with its artillery and flores, was
landed without oppofition on
Charles Town Neck. On the

night of the ifi: of April, they

broke ground within 800 yards of
the enemy's works ; and in a

week, their guns were mounted
in battery.

In the mean time. Admiral
Arbuthnot had not been deficient

in his endeavours for the paffing

of Charles Town Bar, in order

efteftually to fecond the operations

of the army. For this purpofe

he fhifted his flag from the Eu-
ropa of the line, to the Roe
Buck of 44 guns, which, with

the Renown and Romulus, were
lightened of their guns, provi-

fions, and water ; the lighter fri-

gates being capable of paffing th«

bar, without that preparation.

Yet fo difficult was the talk in

any fcate, that they lay -in that

iituation, expofed on an open
coafl, in the winter feafon, to

the danger of the feas, and to

the infults of the enemy, for

above a fortnight, before a pro-

per opportunity offered. The
bar was, however, then pafTed

(on the 20th of March) without

lofs ; and the entrance of the

harbour gained without diffi-

culty.

The enemy had a confiderable

marine force in the harbour, which

might have been expeded to con-

tribute more 10 the defence of the

towa
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The paflage was ef- a m l
^ed, under a levere ° ° *

town and pafiage than it aflualiy

did. This coniifted of an Ameri-
can ihip, built iince the troubles,

and pierc6d tor 60 guns, but

mounting only 4<f ; of feven fri-

gates of the fame country, from

32 to 16 guns; with a French
frigate of 26 guns, and a polacre

of eighteen. Thcfe, at firii, up-

on the adnniral's getting over the

bar, (hewed a dilpolition to dif-

pute .he Oc'Vge up the river ; and
accordingly, tuey were moored
with fome armed "^allies, at a nar

row pals, between Sullivan's Ifland

and the middle ground, in a po-

fition vhich would have enabled
them to raK; his fquadron on its

approach to Fon Moultrie.

This ippearance of rcfolution,

however, gave way to more timid,

and it fhould feem, lefs wife coun-
cil. For abandoning every idea of
refinance, and leaving the fort to

its own fortune, they retired to

Charles-Town ; where moft of the

fhips, with a number of merchant
velfels, being fitted with chevaux
de frize on their decks, were funk
to obltruft the channel of the ri-

ver between the town and Shutes-
FoUy ; thus converting a livine

active torce into an iner: macliine.

This obllacle removed, and the
fuccefs of the attack on the land
fide depending almoft entirely on
the joint operntion of the fleet,

the .dmiral look a favourable op-
portunity of wind and water, to

pafs the heavy batteries of Fort
' Mouhrie, on Sullivan's IHand ; lb

much celebrated for the cbftinate
and fuccefsful defence, which we

- have heretofore feen, it made,
a-^ainil the long, fierce, and bloody
attack of Admiral Sir Peter P;u-
kcr.

and impetuous fire, with lefs lofs

of lives than could have been well

expefted ; the number of feamen
killed and wounded being under
thirty. The fleet, however, fuf-

fered in other refpedb from the fire

of the enemy ; and a tranfport,

with foine naval rtores, was of ne-

ceflity abandoned, and burnt. But
the great objeft was now gained ;

they were in poficffion of the har-

bour, and took luch efi'edual mea-
fures for blocking up or fecuring

the various inlets, that the town
was little lefs than completely in-

vefl^ed. As the enemy had placed

their principal trult in the defence of
the paflage up the river, and there-

by keeping the harbour free, and
their back fecure, nothing could

be more terrible to them than this

fituation of the fleet ; whereby
tiieir defences were greatly mul-
tiplied, their attention diverted

from the land flde, and their means
of relief, or even of efcape, con-
fiJersbly fl'raitened.

In this llate of things, the bat-

teries ready to be opened ; the

commanders by fea and land fent

a joint fummons to General Lin-
coln, who commanded in Charles-

Town ; holding out the fatal con-

fequences of a cannonade and
Itorm, rtating the prcfeiit, as

the ' only favourable opportunity

for preferving the lives and pro-
perty of the inhabitants, and
warning the commander that he
fhould be refponfible for all thole

calamities which might be the

fruits of his obftinacy. Lincoln
a-ifwered, that the fame duty and
inclination which had prevented,

him frora abandoning Charles-

Town,



220*] ANNUAL REGISTER, 17S0.

Town, during fixty days know-
ledge of their holUle intentions,

operated now with equal force, in

prompting him to deiend it to the

lall excremity.

The defences of Charles-Tovvn,

on the neck, were, for their nature

and Handing, very considerable.

Tiiey confifted of a chain of re-

doubts, lines, and batteries, ex-

tending from one river to the

other ; and covered with an artil-

lery of eighty cannon and mor-

tars. In ti\e front of either fiank,

the works were covered by fwamps,

originating from the oppofite ri-

ver;, and tending towards the cen-

ter ; through which they were con-

neded by a canal pafling from one

to the other. Between thefe out-

ward impediments and the works,

were two ftrong rows of abbatis,

the trees being buried flanting in

the earth, fo that their heads fac-

ing outwards, formed a kind of

fraize-\'ork againft the affailants

;

and thefe were farther fecured, by

a diich double picketted. In the

center, where the naturaj defences

were unequal to thoi'e on the

flanks, a horn-work of mafotiry

had been conftruded, as well to re-

medy that defed as to cover the

principal gate ; and this during the

fiege had been clofed in fuch a

manner as to render it a kind of

citadel, or independent fort.

The fiege was carried on with

great vigour ; the batteries were

foon perceived to acquire a fuperi-

ority over thof^ of the enemy ; and

the works were pufhed forward

with unremitted induftry. Soon

after the middle of April, the fe-

, cond parallel was complet-
*9 • ed ; the approaches to it fe-

cured; and it was carried within

450 yards of the main works of

the befieged. Major MoncriefFe,

who had gained lo much honour

in the deicnce of the Savannah,

acquired no lefs applaufe , from the

very fupcrior and mafierly manner
in which he condudcd the oifenfive

operations of the prefenr fiege.

The town had kept its commu-
nication open with the country,

on the farther fide of Cooper 's

river, for fome time after it had
been iavelled on other fides by the

fleet and army ; and feme bodies of'

militia cavalry and infantry began
to affemble on the higiier parts of

that river, who being in pofieifion

of the bridges, might at ieaft have

become troublefome to the forag-

ing parties, if not capable of dif-

turbing the operations of the ar-

my. The general, as foon as his

fituation would permit, detached

1400 men under Lieutenant-colo- .

nel Webfter, in order to Itrike at

this corps which tlie enemy were

endeavouring to form in the field,

to break in upon their remaining

communications, and to feize the

principal pafl'es of the country.

On this expedition Lieutenant-co-

lonel Tarleton, at the head of a

corps of cavalry, and feconded by
Major Fergufcn's light infantry

and markfmen, afforded a flrlking

fpecimen of that adive ga!lantr\

,

and of thole peculiar military ta-

lents, which have fince fo highly

dillinguiftied his charader. With
a very inferior force, he furpriitd,-

defeated, and almoft totally cut

off the rebel party ; and having

thereby gained pofieffion of Big-

gin's Bridge on the Cooper River,

opened the way to Colonel Web-
fter to advance nearly to the head

of the Wandoo River, and to oc-

cupy
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cupy the pafTes in fuch a manner,

a.5 CO Ihut Charlcs-Tovvn up en-

tirely.

As the arrival of a large rein-

forcement from New York, en-

abled the general confiderably to

ftrengthen the corps under Web-
ller, fo the importance of the fi-

tuatioa induced Earl Cornwaliis

to take the command on that fide

of Cooper's River. Under the

conduft of this nobleman, Tarle-

ton attacked, defeated, and ruined

another body of cavalry, which

the enemy had with infinite diffi-

culty collet^ed together.

In the mean time, the befiegers

had completed their third parallel,

which they carried clofe to the re-

bel canal ; and by a lap, pulhed to

the dam which fupplied it with

water on the right, they had
drained it in feveral parts to the

bottom. On the other hand, the

admiral, who had conll:antly pref-

fed and dillreiTed the enemy, in

every part within his reach, hav-

ing taken the fort at Mount Plea-

iant, acquired from ics vicinity,

and the information of the defert-

ers which_ it encouraged, a full

knowledge of the ilate of the gar-

rifon and defences of Fort Moul-
trie, in Sullivan's Ifland. In pur-

fuance of this information, and
determined rot to weaken the

operations of the army, he land-

ed a body of feamen and marines,

in order to Itorm the place by land,

while the (hips battered, it in every

poffible diredion. In thefe cir-

cumftances, the garrifon (amount-
ing to fomething more than 200
men) feeing the imminent danger
to which they were expofed, and
fenfible of the impoflibility of re-

lief, were glad, by a capitulation.

F EUROPE. [*22i

to furrendcr themfelves ^ ,

prilbners of war.
^^^^^ ^tn.

Thus enclofed on every fide,

and driven to its lalt defences, the

general wifhing to preferve Charles
Town from deftrudion, and to

prevent that eltufion of human
blood, which mull be the inevit-

able confequence of a ftorm, open-
ed a correfpondence on the follow-

ing day with Lincoln, for the

purpofe of a furrender. But the

conditions demanded by that com-
mander being deemed higher than

his prefent circumllances and litu-

ation entitled him to, they were
rcjefted, and hoftilities renewed.
The batteries on the third parallel

were then opened, and fo great a
iuperiority of fire obtained, that

the befiegers were enabled under
it to gain the counterfcarp of the

out-work which flanked the canal

;

which they likcwiie pafTed ; and
then puihed on their works dired-
ly towards the ditch of the place.

The objedions to the late con-
ditions required by Gen. Lincoln,

went principally to fbme flipu-

lations in favour of the citizens

and militia ; but the prefent Ilate

of danger having brought tho!e

people to acquiefce in their be-

ing relinquiihed, as the price of
fecurity, that commander accord-

ingly propofed to furrender upon
the terms which were tlien ofi'ered.

The Britifh commanders, befides

their averfenefs to the cruel extre-

mity of a llorm, were not difpofed

to prc'.s to unconditional fubmif-

fion, an enemy whom they wifhed

to' conciliate by clemency. Tiiey

granted now the fame conditions

which they had before , , ,

^ J • J . . May nth.
offered ; and the capi- ^

tulation was accordingly figned.

The
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The f^antfon were allowed Ibme
of the honours of war ; but they

were not to uiicafe their colours,

nor their drums to beat a iiritifh

march. The continental troops

and feamen were to keep their

baggage, and to remain prifoners

.of war until they were exchanged.

The militia were to be permitted

to retura to their refpeilive homei,
as prifoners on pnrole ; and while

they adhered to their parole, were
not to be molelled by the Briti<li

troops in perfon or property. The
citizens of all forts to be confider-

ed as prifoners on parole ; and to

hold their property on the fame
terms with the militia. The ofli-

cers of the army and navy to re-

tain their fervants, fwords, pillols,

and their baggage, unfearched.

Horfes were refufed, as to carry-

ing them out of Charles Town ;

but they were allowed to dilpofe

ot them in the town.

Seven general officers, ten con-

tinental regiments, and three bat-

talions of artillery, became pri-

foners upon this occafion. 'i'he

whole number of men in arms who
were taken, including town and
country militia and French, a-

mounted to 5611, exciufive of
near a thoufand feamen. The
number of rank and file, which
appear on this lift, bear no pro-

portion to the clouds of commiffion
and non-commiinon officers, which
exceed nine hundred. The thin-

nefs of the coniincatal regiments

accounts partly for this circum-
ftance ; it appearing from Lin-
coln's return to con[;refs, that the

whole number X)f men of every

fort, included in fo many regi-

ments and battalions, at the time
of the furrender, did not amount
to quite 2500. He boalls in that

letter, that he loll: only twenty
men by defertion, in fix weeks be-
fore the furrender.

As the fiege was not produftive

of fallies or defperate affaults,

which were in a confiderable de-

gree prevented by liiuation and
the nature of the works, the lofs

of men was not great on either

fide, and was not very unequally

fhiired. A prodigious artillery

uas taken ; amounting, of every
fort, and including thofe in the

forts and llrips, to confiJerably

more than 400 pieces. Of thefe,

311 were fv^uiid in Charles Town
only. Three llout rebel frigates,

one French, and a polacre of 16

guns, of the fame nation, which
efcaped the operation of being
funk to bar the river, fell like-

wife into the hands of the viftors.

The Carolinians complained
greatly of their not being properly

affiled by their neighbours, par-

ticularly the Virginians, in this

long and arduous ftruggle. If tlie

complaint is at all founded, it can
only relate to the not fending of

reinforcements to the garrifon be-

fore the city was clofely inveftcd ;

for the fouthern colonies poffefled

no force, which was in any degree

equal to the raifing, or even to the

much inco.T.moding of the fiege.

Nor does it feeia that the augmen-
tation of the garrifon would have

anfwered any effectual purpofe.

At the commencement of the

fiege, an American lieutenant-co-

lonel, of the name of Hamilton
Ballendine, having the fortune of

being deteded in his attempt to

pais to the Englifh camp at night,

with draughts of the town and
works, immediately fuffered the

unpitied death of a traitor.

The moll rapid and brilliant

fuccefs
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fuccefs now attended every exer-

tion of the Britilh arms ; Lord

Cornwallis, on his march up the

north fide of the great Santee

river, ha^'ing received intelli-

gence that the remaining force of

the rebels were collected near the

borders of North Carolina, dif.

patched Colonel Tarleton, with

the cavalry, and a new corps of

light infantry, called the Legion,

mounted on hoiTebaclc, in order to

rout and diiperfe that body, be-

fore it could receive any addition

of force from the neighbouring

colonies.

The enemy being at fo great a

diftance, as not to apprehend al-

moll the poflibility of any near

danger, had coufidered other cir-

cumitances of convenience more,

than the means of fecuri ug a good
retreat, in their choice of fitua-

tion. No fuch negligence could

pafs unpunifhed, under any cir-

cumftance of di (lance, with luch

:i.n enemy as they had no.v to en-

counter. Colonel Tarleton, up-

on this occafion, exceeded even

his own uiual celerity ; and hav-

ing marched 105 miies in 54 hours,

«. , , prefented himl'cll' fud-May 29th. S , 1 n' -^ der.ly and unexpeot-

edly, at a place called Waxiaw,
before an aftonilhed and difpirited

enemy. I'iicy, however, pofi-

tively rejeded the conditions

which were offered them, of fur-

rendering upon the fame terms

with the garrifon of Charles

Town, The attack was highly

Ipiritcd ; the defence, notwith-

ilanding the covi-r of a wood, faint

;

and the ruin complete. Above
100 were killed on the fpot ; a-

bout 150 fo badly wounded as to

be unable to travel, and about c;o

brought ^away priibners. Their

colours, baggage, with the re-

mains of the artillery of the

fouthern army, fell into the hands
of the victors. The lofs on their

fide, though the rebels were fupe-
rior in number, was very trifling.

After this fuccefs, there was
nothing to refill the arms of Lord
Cornwallis ; and the reduction of
that extenfive colony of South
Carolina was deemed fo com-
pl-^te, at the time of x ,

Sir Henry Clinton's
^'^^^ 5^"*

departure, on returning to his go-
vernment of New York, that he
informs the American miniller in

his letter, that there were few mea
in the province, who were not either

prifoners to, or in arms with, the

Britifh forces ; and he cannot re-

llrain his exultation, at the num-
ber of the inhabitants who came
in from every quarter, to teltify

their allegiance, and to oiFer their

lervices, in arms, in fupport ot

his Majefty's government ; and
who, in many inltances, had
brought as prifoners their former
oppreflbrs or leaders.

That commander accordingly,

in Ictcling the affairs and govern-
men: of the province, adopted a

fcheme of obliging it to contribute

largely to its Ovvn defence ; and
even to look forward, in prefent

exertion, to future fecurity, by
taking an adlive Ihare in the fup-

preffion of the rebellion on its bor-

ders. In this view, he feemed to

admit of no neutrals ; but that

every man, who did not avo.v

himfelf an enemy to the Britilh

government, lliould take an aciive

part in its fupport. On this prin-

ciple, all perfons were expected to

be in rcadinefs nith their arms at

a moment's warning ; thoie who
had lamiiies, to form a militia for

the
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the home defence ; but thofe who
had none, to ferve with the royal

forces, for any fix months of the

cnfuing twelve, in which they

might be called upon, to afiill

" in driving their rebel jappref-

fors, and all the miferies of war,

far from the province." Their
fervice was, however, limited, be-

fides their own province, to North
Carolina and Georgia, beyond the

boundaries of which they were not

fio be marched ; and, after the ex-

piration of the limited term, they

were to be free from all fucore

military clarms of fervice, except-

ing their local militia duties. So
warm were the hopes of faccefs

then formed, that a few months
were thought equal to the fubju-

gation of, at leall, that part of

the continent.

This fyftem, of fubdulng one

part of the Americans by the

other ; and of eftablifning fuch an

internal force in each fubjugated

colony, as would be nearly; if

not entirely, equal to its future

prefervation and defence, had
been often held oat, and much
fuggefced in England, as exceed-

ingly prafticable ; and indeed, as

requiring only adoption to infure

its fuccefs. And our preceding

commanders on the American fer-

vice had fufFered much obloquy and

bicternefs of reproach, for their

fuppofed negligence, in not pro-

fiting of means which were repre-

fented as fo obvious, and which,

as it was faid, would have been fo

fortunately decifive with rcfped to

the war.

The wifdom of the meafare in

qncftion depended entu-e!y upon
the number of perfons in the re-

fpeitive colonies attached to the

Britilli government. It certainly

became Sir Henry Clinton ancJ

his nolile fucceabr, to ufe every
method their genius fuggelled to

them, for, fecuring or extending
their conqueils ; but the fuccefs

of the meafare in a partial expe-
riment has been fuch, as will juf-

tity Other commanders for not

placing an intire and general de-
pendence upon affurances of fa-

vourable difpofitions in the colo-

nilts, extorted u ider the influence

of fear, which have every where
proved entirely deiufive.

The departure of Sir Hen/v
Clinton from New York had ex-
pofed that city to an apparent
danger upon the oufet of his ex-

pedition, which, as it could not

po.Tibly have been forefeen, no
wifdom could provide againit.—

.

A winter, unequalled in that cli-

mate for its length and feverity,

had deprived New York, and the

adjoining iflands, of all the de-

fenlive benefits of their infular

fltuation ; and while it alio de-

prived them of their naval pro-

tection, expofed that protection

itfelf to an equal degree of dan-

ger. The North river, with the

Hrails and channels by which
they are divided and furroundcd,

were every where cloathed with

ice of fuch a ftrength and thick-

nefs, as would have admitted the

palTage of armies, with their

heaviell carriages and artillery ;-

fo thaf th^ iflands, and the ad-

joining countries, preiented to the

view, and in eifecl, one whole and
unbroken continent.

In this alarming change, fo fud

denly wrought in the nature of

the iituation. Major General Pat-

tifon, who commanded at New
York, with the Heilian General

Knyphaufen, and other officers on
that



HISTORY OF EUROPE. [*225

64 guns, with the y. , ,

Briftol of 50, and
^^rch 20th.

the Janus of 44, he fell in with,

and was chaced by the French
commander, who had four 74 gun
fhips and two frigates. The ene-
my came within cannon fhot by
five in the evening, and a running
fight was maintained through the

whole night, without the enemy's
venturing to come alongfide,

which it was in their power to do.

In the morning, the Janus being
a good deal difabled, and at fomc
diitance, the Lion and Briftol,

through the defeft of wind, were
obliged to be towed by their boats

to her afliftance. This brought
on a general engagement, which
lafted between two and three hours,

and in which the enemy fufFered

fo much, that they were obliged

to lie by to repair. They, how-
ever, renewed the purfuit, and
continued it during the night,

without coming within gun ftiot.

But the appearance of the Ruby
man of war, of 64 guns, with two
Britifh frigates, in the morning of
the third day, fuddenly changed
the face of things. The French
commander was now, notwith-

flanding the fuperiority of force

which he ftill retained, chaced ia

turn, and purfued for feveral

hours, with the ucmoft exultatioa

and triumph by the Briiifh com-
manders.

Sir George Rodney had arrived

at St. Lucia, and taken the com-
mand of the fleet upon the Lee-
ward liland ftation, by the latter

end of March. Jull previous to

his arrival, M. de Guichen, with

25 fhips of the line, and eight fri-

gates, all full of troops, had pa-

raded for feveral days before that

ifland, with a view cither of lur-

I'P] prize.

that ftation, took the moft pru-

dential and fpeedy meafures for

the common defence. AW orders

of men in New York were embo-
died, armed and officered ; and,

including about 1500 feamen, a-

mounted to fomething near 6000
men. The officers and crews of

the royal frigates, which were

locked up in the ice, undertook

the charge of a redoubt ; and thofe

of the tranfports, victuallers, and

merchantmen, were armed with

pikes, for the defence of the wharfs

and fliipping.

It, however, happened fortu-

nately, that General Walhington

was in no condition to profit of

this unlooked for event. The
fmall army which remained with

him, hutted at Morris-Town, was
inferior in ftrength to the royal

military defenlive force, exclufive

of the armed inhabitants and mi-
litia. He, nofvithllanding, made
fuch movements and preparations,

as fufficicntly indicated defign, and
afforded caufe for alarm. An in-

effedlive attempt was even made
by Lord Stirling, with 2700 men
and fome artillery, upon Staten

Ifland. But he continued on the

ifland only one day, and retreated

in the night. In a number of

fmall fkirmifhes and enterprizes,

which took place during the win-
ter, the Britifh forces had conti-

nually the advantage.

During thefe tranfaftions in

North America, Captain Corn-
wallis, on the Jamaica ilation,

acquired great honour, by the

gallant defence which he made
with a very inferior force, again ft

M. de la Motte Piquet, who was
himfelf wounded in the aflion.

Being on a cruize off Monte Chrif-

ti, in his own fhip, the Lion, of
Vol. XXilL
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prize, or of overwhelming the

Britiih force by their great fupe-

riority., The good dilpofition of

the iroops made by Gen. \ aughan,

and of the fnips by Rear Admiral

Parker, however, frulkated their

defign in both refpedls.

This vifit was foon returned by
Sir George Rodney, who with 20

fhips of the line, and the Centu-

rion of 50 guns, for two days in-

fulted M. de Guichen in Fort

Royal harbour in Martinique, go-

ing fo cicfe at times, as to be able

to count all the enemy's guns, and

being even within random fhot of

their batteries. Nothing being

able, notwithftanding his fupe-

rioritv, to draw the French com-
mander out to an engagement, the

Britiih Admiral found it neceffary

to depart with the. bulk of the fleet

to Grofs Wet Bay in St. Lucia,

leaving a fijuadron of copper bot-

tomed ihips to watch the motions

of the enemy, and to give him

the earlieii pofiible notice of their

attempting to iail.

Things hung in this ftate until

the middle of April, when the

French fleet put to fea in the

night, and were fo fpeediiy pur-

Ibed by Sir George Rodney, that

he came in fight of them on the

following day. A general chace

took place ; and all the manceavres

of the enemy during the night,

clearly indicating their full inten-

tion of avoiding an engagement,

their motions were counceradted

with great ability by the Britiih

commander.
On the fucceeding morning, a

very extraordinary degree of fkill

and judgment in feamanlliip feems

to have been dlfplayed on both

f.des ; the evolutions ^n each be-

i^r.g fo rapid and various, as to re-

quire the moft watchful attention

on the other to prevent difadvan-

tage. The French fleet were con-
fiderably fuperior in force ; a-

mounting to 23 fail of the line,

and a 50 gun Ihip. The Englilh

fleet, as before, confifted of 20 of
the line, and tht Centurion. The
van was led by Rear Admiral
Hyde Parker; the center, by the

commander in chief; and the rear

divifion, by Rear Admiral Rowley.
A little before one ... ,

o'clock, the French ^^^"^ '7'^^.

were brought to adion by fome of
the headmofl; fhips ; and about that

hour. Sir G. Rodney, in the Sand-
wich, of 90 guns, commenced the

action in the center. After beating

three French lliips out of the line,

the Sandwich was at length en-

countered alone, by M. de Gui-
chen, in the Couronne of the fame
force, and fupported by his two
feconds, the Pendant and Tri-
umphant. It feems little lefs than
wonderful, that the Sandwich not

only fuftained this unequal combat
for an hour and half, but at length

obliged the French commander,
with his two feconds, to bear away,
whereby their line of battle was
totally broken in the center. This
happened at a quarter pall: four

o'clock, when the enemy feemed

to be compleatly beaten. But the

great diftance of the Britilb van
and rear from the center, with the

crippled condition of feveral of the

Ihips, and the particularly danger-

ous flate ofthe Sandwich, which, for

the fucceeding 24 hours, was with

difficulty kept above water, render-

ed it impofiible to make the vidory

complete by an immediate purfuit.

The circumftances of this ac-

tion were never well explained or

underllood. The public letter

from
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were killed, and feveral wound- again put to fea, and in four days

ed.
_

had the fortune to yr
j^

Such expedition was ufed in gain fight of them, ^

repairing the damage done to the within a few leagues to windward,

fhips, and the purfuit was renew- Both fleets continued in this ftate

cd and continued with fo much of wind and condition for feveral

fpirit, that on the 20th they again days ; the French having it con-

got fight of the enemy, and ftantly in their power to bring

chaced them for three fucceflive on an engagement, and, not-

days without intermiflion. The withftanding their fuperiority, as

objedl of the French commander, conftantly ufing efFedual means
befides that of ufing all poffible for its prevention. Befidcs the

means to avoid a fecond aftion, fettled advantage of the wind,

being to recover Fort Royal Bay, they foon perceived, that the

which he had fo lately quitted, cleannefs and condition of their

but where only he could repair Ihips, afforded fuch a fuperiority

his {battered fleet ; and that of in point of failing, that they feem-

Sir George Rodney, befides the ed to grow playful with refpedl to

hope of bringing him again to the Britifh fleet ; and accordingly

adtion, to cut him off from that ufed for feveral days to come
place of refuge and fupply. M. de down in a line of battle abreafl:,

Guichen, was obliged to give up as if they meant ferioufly and di-

his fecond objeft, and for the reftly to hazard an engagement,
prefervation of his firft, to take until they were arrived within

Ihelter under Guadaloupe. No- little more than random cannon
thing could afford a clearer ac- fl^ot, when they fuddenly hauled

knowledgment of vidlory to the their wind, and again departed
Britifli commander; although un- out of all reach.

fortunately it was not attended

with all thofe fubllantial advan-

tages which were to be wifiied.

It is at all times bad jelling be-
fore an enemy ; even fuppofing

that enemy to be a much lefs de-
Sir George Rodney returhed to termined and formidable foe than
cruize off Fort Royal, hoping

thereby to intercept that enemy
whom he could not overtake.

The enemy, however, not ap-

pearing, the admiral found it

a Britifh fleet. In the courfe of
this manoeuvring, the bravade
being encouraged by a fudden
and maflerly movement made by
the Britifh admiral for gaining

neceffary from the condition of the wind, and which was millaken
the fleet, after feveral days cruize, for a fymptom of flight, the whole
and greatly alarming the ifland French fleet were nearly entang-
of Martinique, to put into Choc- led into that which of all things
que Bay in St. Lucia, as well to they moft wiflied to avoid. They
land the fi-^k and wounded, as were only faved from a clofe

to water and refit the fleet. Thefe and general engagement by a
purpofes being fulfilled with great critical fhift of wind ; and even
difpatch, and advice received of with that aid, and all the fails

the motions of the enemy, hs they could carry, were not able

to
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to preferve their rear entirely from

conflidl.

Rear Admiral Rowley's divifion

now compoled the van of the

Britifh fleet, and was mofl: gal-

lantly led by Capt. Bowyer of the

Albion, the headmoft fhip. That
, bra"e officer arreited ths

^5 flight of the enemy about

feven in the evening, and fuftained

for no Ihort time the fire of feve-

ral of their heavy fhips, before the

rear admiral, in ths Conqueror,

and two or three more of his divi-

fion, were able to come up to his

affiicance. It was perceivable, from

the latter flackncls of the enemy's

fire, that their rear had fufFered

con/iderably in this rencounter

;

the Albion and Conqueror, were

the fhips that fuffered molt on oar

fide ; only three more were able

to come within reach of danger.

The enemy from this kept an
awful diltance, and ventured no
more to repeat the parade of com-
ing down, as if they meant to

engage. A vigorous effort made,
however, by the Britifh command-
er, a few days after, in order to

weather them, although it failed

of the intended efFed, yet in-

volved the fleets in fuch a man-
ner, that the French, for the pre-

, fervation of their rear, were
^ ' under the neceflity of ha-

zarding a partial engagement.
They accordingly bore along the

Britil"h line to windward, and
maintained a heavy cannonade,
a: a dillance which could not ad-
mit of any great efFeft, but which
thev endeavoured conilantly to

preferve. The rear, however, and
ibme part of the center, could
not efcape being clofely and fe-

vcrely attacked by the Britifh

van, and fuch other fhips as could

get up. It was accordingly ob-
ferved that they fuffered very con-
fiderably. As foon as their rear
was extricated, the enemy's whole
fleet bore av/ay, with all the fail

they could poffibly prefs.

It appears that twelve fail of
the Britifh fleet, including the
Prefton of 50 guns, were able to

come up fo far with the enemy,
as to fuftain fome lofs. Although
the van was led on this day, by
Commodore Hotham, in the Ven-
geance, with great reputation,

yet it was the fortune of the Al-
bion, Capt. Bowyer, to fland the
brunt of this aftion, as well as of
the preceding. She fufFered ac-
cordingly. The whole lofs of
the fleet in both engagements,
amounted to 68 flain, and 293
wounded ; and of thefe, 24 were
killed, and 123 wounded, in the

Albion only. Admiral Rowley
fufFered confiderably in the former
adion, but much more deeply in
this ; in which his brave Captain,
Watfon, likewife fell. All the
officers who could get into adlion

in either, are entitled to the high-
ell applaufe.

The Britifh fleet continued the
purfuit of the enemy for two daysj
when they totally loll fight of
them ; the chace had then \t^
them 40 leagues direftly to the
windward of Martinique. The
Hate of the fleet rendered it now
abfolutely necefl'ary for the com-
mander in chief to proceed to

Carlifle Bay, in the ifland of Bar-
badoes ; which afforded, at length,

an opportunity to the French of
attaining that objedt which they
had lo long fought, and of re-

pairing their fhattcred fleet in

Fort Royal harbour.

Notwithllandin^ the tranquil ap-

\*P\ 3 pcaraace*
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pearances of things in South Ca-
xolitia, at the time of Sir Henry
Clinton's departure from thence,

it foon became obvious, that many
of the inhabitants were fo little

latisfied with the prefent govern-
ment, that they endeavoured to

diipofe of their property upon
iach ,terms as they could obtain,

and totally to abandon the pro-

vince. This conduiTc became fo

frequent and glaring, that Lord
Cornwallis found it neceffary to-

wards the end of July to ifi'ue a

pioclamation, ftridly forbidding

all fales and transfers of property,

including even negroes, vithout

a licence firll obtained from the

commandant of Charles Town ;

and likewife forbidding all mailers

of veiTcIs, from carrying any per-

fons whatever, whether black or

white, cut of the colony, without
a written paffport from the fame
oiFicer.

In the mean time. Lord Corn-
valtis, who extended his views

to the reduftion of North Caro-
lina, had kept up a conftant cor-

refpondence with the loyalills in

that colony, who eagerly urged

him to the profecution of his de-

fign. But befides that the heat

of the Summer was fo exceffive,

that it would have rendered ac-

tion exceedingly deftruclive to the

troops, he likewife found, that

no army could be fubhfted in that

country, until the harveft was
over. Upon thefe accounts, he
earneftly prefied the friends of the

Jjriiilh government in North Ca-
rolina, to keep themfelves quiet,

and free from all fufpicion, though
in readinefs, until the proper fea-

fon arrived. But the ufuai im-
patience of thofe people, operated

u»>on by the vigilant jealoufy of

that government, or, as they faid,

by its opprefTion and cruelty, ren-

dered thtm incapable of profit-

ing of fuch falutary counfel. In-

furreftions accordingly took place,,

v^hich being conducted without or-

der or caution, as well as prema-
ture, were eafily fuppreffed. A
Col. Bryan, however, with about

860 half armed men, efcaped into

South-Carolina, where they join-

ed the royal forces.

During the neceffary continu-

ance of the commander in chief at

Charles Town, ! in regulating the

government and affairs of the pro-

vince, the part of the army defin-

ed to aftive fervice, was advanced
towards the frontiers, under the

condudl of Lord Rawdon, who
fixed his head quarters at the

town of Camden. The advan-
tageous fituation of that place on
the great river Santee, which af-

forded an eafy communication with
feveral, and remote, parts of the

country, together with other in-

viting and favourable circum-

flances, induced Earl Cornwallis

to make it not only a place of

arms, but a general ftcre-houfe

or repofitory for the fupply of
the army in its intended opera-

tions. He accordingly ufed the

utmoft difpatch in conveying thi-

ther from Charles Town, rum,
fait, arms, ammunition, and va-

rious ftores, which from the dif-

tance, and exceffive heat of the

weather, proved a work of infi-

nite labour and difficulty. That
noble commr.nder likewife fpared

no pains in arming and embody-
ing the militia of the province,

and in raihng new military corps

under well-affe£led leaders.

But during thefe tranfaftions, a

great change took place in the

afpca
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afpefl of affairs in North-Carolina.

For befides the {upprclTion of the

loyalifls, who were treated with

little mercy, Major-General the

Baron de Kalbe, a German officer

in the American fervice, arrived

in that province with 2000 conti-

nental troops ; and was followed

by fome bodies of militia from

Virginia. The "government of

the colony were likcuife indefa-

tigable in their exertions and

preparations, at lead for defence,

if not for conquelt. Troops were
raifed ; the militia every where
drawn out ; and Rutherford, Caf-

well, Sumpter, and other leaders,

advanced to the frontiers at the

head of different bodies of them.
Skirmilhes took place on all fides,

and were attended with various

fortune ; and the enemy became
fo dangerous, that Lord Rawdon
found ic neceffary to contradl his

ports.

It foon appeared, that the fub-

miflion of many of the South -Ca-
rolinians was merely compulfory,

and that no conditions or conie-

quences could bind or deter them
from purfuing the bent of their

inclinations, whenever the oppor-
tunity offered. As the enemy in-

creafed in flrength, and approached
nearer, numbers of thofe who h'ad

fubmitted to the Britilli govern-
ment, and others who were on pa-
role, abandoned, or hazarded all

things, in order to join them. A
Colonel Lille, who had exchanged
his parole for a certificate of being
a good fubjeft, carried off a whole
battalion of militia, which had
been railed by another gentleman
for Lord Cornwallis, to join
Sumpter. Another battalion, who
were appointed to condud about
1 00 fick of the Jill regiment in

boats down the Pedee to George-
Town, feized their own officers,

and carried them, with the fick

men, all prifoners to the enemy.
General Gates was now arrived

in North-Carolina, to take the
command of the new fouthern
army ; and the time was faft ap-
proaching, when his high military

reputation was to be fiaked in an
arduous contell with the fortune

of Earl Cornwallis. In the fe-

cond week of Auguft, that noble-

man having received intelligence

at Charles Town, that Gates was
advancing with his army towards

Lynche's Creek, that Sumpter
was endeavouring to cut off the

communications between that city

and the array, that the whole
country between the Pedee and
the Biack River had revolted, and
that Lord Hawdon was collefling

his whole force at Camden, he
immediately fet off for that place.

He found on his arrival no fmall

difficulties to encounter. Gates
was advancing, and at hand, with
a very decided fuperiority of force.

His army was not eilimated at lefs

than five or fix thoufand men ; it

was likewife fuppofed to be very-

well appointed ; whilft the name
and charadler of the commander,
increaied the idea of its force.

On the other hand. Lord Corn-
vval'is's regular force, was fo much
reduced by ficknefs and cafualties,

as not much to exceed 1400 fight-

ing men, or rank and tile, with

four or five hundred militia, and
North Carolina refugees. The
pofition of Camden, however ad-

vantageous or convenient in other

refpeds, was a bad one to receive

an attack. He could indeed have

made good his retreat to Charles-

Town v.ith thofe troops that were

able
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able to march; but in that cafe,

he mult have left about 800 fick,

with a vaft quantity of valuable

ftores, to fall into the hands of

the enemy. He likewife forefaw,

that excepting Charles-Town and
the Savannah, a retreat would be

attended with the lofs of the two

whole provinces of South Carolina

and Georgia.

In thefe circumfiances, the no-

ble commander determined, nei-

ther to retreat, nor wait to be at-

tacked in a bad pofition. He
knew that Charles-Town was fo

well garrifoned and provided, that

it could not be e.xpofed to any

danger, from whatever might be-

fal him. That his troops were

excellent, admirably officered, and

well found and provided in all re-

fpefts. And that the lofs of his

fick, of his magazines, the aban-

donment of the country, and the

defertion of his friends, all of

which would be the inevitable

confequences of a retreat, were

almofi the heavieft evils which

could befal him in any fortune.

In his own wojds, there* was " lit-

tle to lofe by a defeat, and much
to gain by a viftory."

The intelligence which he re-

ceived, that General Gates had

encamped in a bad fituation, at

Rugley's about 13 miles from

Camden, undoubtedly ferved to

confirm Lord Cornwallis in bis

. _ , determination. He
' ^°' ^ ' accordingly marched

from Camden about 10 o'clock at

night, v/ith a full intention of

fcrprizing Gates at Rugley's; and

making his difpofitions in fuch a

manner, as that his beil troops and

greateft force ihould be direfled

againft the continental regiments
;

laying little ftrefs on the militia.
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if thefe were fufficiently provided
again it.

It was almoft fingular, that at

the very hour and moment, at

which Lord Cornwallis fet out
from Camden to furprize Gates,
that general fliould fet out from
Rugley's in order to furprize him..

For although he does not acknow-
ledge the faft in point of defign,

and even pretends, that his night

movement was made with a view
of feiiing an advantageous por-
tion fome miles fhort of Camden

;

his order of march, the difpofi-

tion of his army, with the hour
of fetting out, and other circum-
ftances, will leave but little room
to entertain a doubt of his real

objeft. Thefe leading features

will remind fome of our readers of
a celebrated action in the late war;
in which the IVufllan monarch,
environed with danger, and fur-

rounded on all fides by armies of

enemies, fome of which were fingly

fuperior to his own, furprizcd

and defeated Laudohn on a night

march, when that able general

intended to conclude the war by
completing the circle, and by fur-

prizing him in a manner v/hich

mufc have been final in its efFeds.

In the prefent inltance, the

light troops and advanced corps on
both fides, neceflarily fell in with

and encountered each other in the

dark, fo that the furprize was
mutual. In this blind encounter,

however, the American light troops

being driven back precipitately

on their van, occafioned fome con-

fiderable diforder in that part, if

not in their centre, which proba-

bly was never entirely recovered.

Lord Cornwallis reprefied the fir-

ing early, and immediately form-

ed ; he found that the enemy were

in
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in bad ground, and he would not fufion, began to give way on all

hazard in the dark, the advantages fides, and a total and general rout

which their fiuation would aftbrd foon enfued.

him in the light ; at the fame time We learn from the American

that he took fuch meafures as ef- accounts, that the whole body of

feclually prevented their taking their militia, (which conllitiited

any other. For the ground occu- much the greater part of their

pied by both armies, being nar- force) excepting only one North-

rowed and prefTed in upon on ei- Carolina regiment, gave way and

ther hand by deep fwamps, afford- run, at the very lirlt lire ; and

ed great advantages to the weaker that all the efforts of the general

in making the attack, and by pre- himfelf, and of the ot:her com-

venting the Itronger from extend- manders, were incapable of bring-

ing their lines, deprived them in ing them afterwards ever to rally,

a great meafure, of thofe which or to make a fmgle fiand ; fo that

they lliould have derived from their gaining the woods as faft as poffi-

fuperiority in number. ble, they totally difperfed. Uut

A movement made by the Ame- the continental regular troops,

ricans on the left by day-light, and the fmgle North Carolina

indicadng fome change of difpo- regiment of militia, vindicat-

fition or order, does not feem to ed their own and the national

have been a very judicious mea- character. They even Hood that

fure, in the face of, and fo near laft and fi;re tell of the good-

to, fuch a commander, and fuch nels of troops, the pulh ot the

an army. Lord Cornwallis faw bayonet, wid\ great conllancy and

the advantage, and inftantly feized nrmnel's.

it ; Col. Webfter, who commanded The Britilh commander fhewed

the right wing, direAly charging his ufual valour and military {kill.

the enemy's left, with the light And the officers and troops, in

infantry, fupported by the 23d their refpedive ftations, anfwered

and 33d regiments. The action his warmell expeflations. But
foon became general, and was fup- though all are entitled to our ap-

ported near an hour, with wonder- plaufe, yet Lord Rawdon, with

ful refolucion, and the moil deter- the two Lieutenant-Colonels Web-
mined oblHnacy. The firing was i\er and Tarleton, could not avoid

quick and heavy on both fides ; being particularly diftinguifhed.

and intermixed with fharp and The victory was complete. The
well - fupported contells at the broken and fcattered enemy ,verc

point of the bayonet. The morn- purfued as far as Hanging-Rock,
ing being ftill and hazy, the fmoke above twenty miles from the fie'd

hung over and involved both ar- of battle. Al! their artillery,

mics in fuch a cloud, that it was amounting to feven or eight brafs
- difficult to fee or to eltiraate the field pieces, with 2000 i'and of

flate of deftruftion on either fide, arms, their military waggons, and
The Jiritifti troops, however, evi- feveral trophies, were taken. Lord
dently prefled forward ; and at the Cornwallis eftimates the flain at

period we have mentioned, the eight or nine hundred, and fays

Americans were thrown into con. about a thoufand prifoncrs were

taken.
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taken. The General, Baron de

Kalbe, who was fecond in com-
mand, was mortally wounded, and

taken. That officer fpent his lall

breath in dilating a letter, exprel-

live of the warmeft afrecTtion for

the Americans, containing the

higheft encomiums on the valour

of the continental troops, of which

he had been fo recent a witneis,

and declaring the fatisfadticn which

he then felt, in having been a

partaker of their fortune, and

having fallen in their caufe.

The American Brigadier- Ge-
neral Gregory, was among the

flain, and Rutherford was wound-

ed and taken. Although fome

brave officers fell, and feveral

were wounded, on the Britilh fide,

yet the lofs which the army ful-

tained, was upon the whole com-
paratively fm.all. It amounted,

including eleven miffing, only to

324, in which number the flain

bore a very moderate proportion.

Upon the whole. Gates feems

to have been much outgeneralled.

He was, however, conlbled in his

misfortune, (which has fmce oc-

cafioned his retreat from the fer-

vice) by the approbation of his

conduft and fervices, v/hich was

publicly beftcwed by fome of tlie

afTemblies.

General Sumpter had for fome

time been very fuccefsful in cut-

ting off or intercepting the Britifh

parties and convoys, and lay now
with about a thoufand men, and

a number of prifoners and waggons

which he had lately taken, at the

Catawba fords; apparently fecured

by diftance, as well as the diffi-

culties of the country. Lord Corn

-

wailis confidered it a matter of
great importance to his future

operations, to give a decifive blow
to this body, before he pur^'ied

his fuccefs by advancing i..to

North-Carolina. He acc^jrdiagly

detached Colonel Tarleton, with

the light infantry and cavalry of
the legion, amounting to about

350, upon this fervice. The ad-

vantages to be derived from woody,
frrong, and difficult countries, are

much counterbalanced by the op-

portunities which they afford of

furprize. The brave and aclive

officer employed upon this occa-

fion, by forced marches, judicious

meafures, and excellent intelli-

gence, furprized Sumpter fo com-
pletely at noon-day, that his men,
lying totally carelefs and at eafe,

were moftly cut off from their

arms. The viflcry was accord-

ingly nothing more than a llaugh-

ter and rout. About 150 were
killed on the fpot, about 300,
with two pieces of cannon, taken,

and a number of prifoners and
waggons retaken.

Thefe fplendid fuccefTes laid the

fouthern colonies open, to all the

eftefts of that fpirit of enterprize

which diftinguiihes Earl Corn-
wallis, and which he communi-
cates to all who aft under his com-
mand. In any other war than the

American, they would have been
decifive of the fate of thofe colo-

nies. But it has been the fingular

fortune of that war, that viftory,

on the Britifh fide, has been un-

produdive of its proper and cuf-

tomary efFecls.

C H R O-
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j[ A N U A R Y". appointed, to carry nn the necef.

fary correfpondence for eiF''Aua!Iy
Tcr,x, Dec. 30. promoting the ohjedt of die piti-

AT a general meiing of the tipn, aqd to prepare a plan fgr an

freeholders of the county a{roci<itloi, on legal and conliuu-

<fif York, held here this day, at tion..l ground?, tofupport that laud-

which mod of the gentlemen of able reform, and iuch other rriea-

the firft confiJeration and property fures as may conduce to reftore the

\Vere prefent, it vvas uiianimoufly freedom of parliariient, to be pre-

agreed, that a petition fhoutd be fented by the chairincn of the

prefented to the Houfe of Com- committee to this m.'eting, held,

inons for the pilrpofes therein men- by adjournment, on Tueiday ia

tioned*. Eaftrr-weelc next enfuing.

After which the following refolu- The committee was then chofen,

tions were propofed, and alfo and thanks given to the lords and

unanimoildy agreed to, viz. members of the Houfe of Commons
ift, Refolved, That the petition .who honoured the meeting «rlth

li'ow read to this meeting, addref- their prefence andfupport.
fed to the Koufe of Commons, and A deputation from the Pro- ,

requeftingi that before any new tellent Afibciation, affembled
*

burthens be laid upon the country, Under the patronage of Lord Geo.
efFedual n-.eafures maybe ti-ken Gordon, waited on Lord North, to

by that Houfe to enquire into, rcquell his lordfhip to prefent a pe-

and corrPifl the grofs abules in the tition from that fociety to parlia-

eXpenditure of public money; to ment, and to fnpport the fame,

reduce all e.'^orbi'.ant emoluments
5 againft a law which has already

to refcind and abolini all finecure received the royal afient, for the

places and unmerited petifions ; relief of his majeily's Popifa fub-

atid to appropriate the produce to jefts in certain cafes ; which his

ihe heceiTitics of the Ibte ; is ap- iorJihip abfolutely refufed.

provel by this meeting. In confequence of a public j^^

2d. Refolved, That a commit- notice given by the (hcriffs, a

tee of fixiy-onc gctitlemen be numerous and r^fpectable meeting

* Sec Appendix.
ToL. XX:iI. L.Yj ^. ef
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of the freeholders of Middlefcx

was held at the Mermaid, at Hack-
ney. About one o'clock Mr. She-

riff "Wright took the chair (Sheriff

Pugh being confined with the gout,

did not attend) and read a requi-

fition made to him, figned by fe-

veral freeholders of the county,

requiring the meeting, the pur-

port of which was, " to conhder

the propriety of entering into re-

lolutions, and co-operating with

the noble lords who formed the

minority on the 7th and 15th of

December on the motions for the

retrenchment of the civil lill, and

for controlling the public expendi-

ture, &c."
A petition to the Houfe of Com-

mons, almoft verbatim the fame

with that from the county of York,

was agreed to. After this, two

refolutions fimiiar to thofe carried

at the York meeting were read and

approved of, and a committee of

iifty-one gentlemen appointed to

carry on the bufinefs, and the ne-

ceffary correfpondence with the

kingdom. Mr. Grieve then made

a motion, that the thanks of the

meeting be given to the noble

lords and commons, who have uni-

formly and unequivocally flood

forth in the defence of the confti-

tutional rights of their country,

and for reforming the Hate; which

was carried.

, A dreadful fire happened
^°^"-

in Great Wild Street, Lin-

coln's-Inn-fields, at three o'clock

lad Friday morning, when three

houfes were confumed, two othcri

damaged, and five or fix unhappy

perfons pcriihed in the flames!

Many indultrious families, lodgers

in the houfes which were burnt.

Sec. loft all their goods, and even

their wearing apparel, and were

GISTER, 1780.

compelled to rufh, in a maniief

naked, into the ilreets, to fave

their lives.

At the above fire Mrs. Mitton,

a dealer in coals, was feen to look

out of her chamber window before

the houfe caught fire ; but an en-

gineer at tke inftant accidentally

pointing the engine-pipe that way,
ilruck her backwards, and Ihe was
confumed with the building, to

which the flames foon after com-
municated thcmfclves.

Admiralty-Office, "Jan. li.

Capt. Gierke, of his majefty's

floop the Refolucion, in a letter to

Mr. Stephens, dated the 8ch of

June, 1779, in the harbour of St.

Peter and St, Paul, Kamtfchatka,
which was received yefterday,

gives the melancholy account of
the celebrated Captain Cook, late

commander of that floop, with
four of his private mariners, hav-
ing been killed, on the 14th of
February laft, at the ifland of
O'whythe, one of a groupeof new
difcovered iflands, in the Z2d de-
gree of north latitude, in an affray

with a numerous and tumultuous
body of the natives.

Capt. Gierke adds, that he had
received every friendly fupply frona

the Ruffian government ; and that

as the companies of the Refolu-
tlon, and her confort the Difco-
vrry, were in perfed health, and
the two floops had twelve months
llores and provifions on board, he
was preparing to make another at-

tempt to explore a northern paflage
to Europe,

[The above new difcovered

ifland in the South Seas lies in 22 N.
lat. and 200 E. long, from Green-
wich. The captain and crew were
at tirll treated as deities, but upon
their revifiting that ifland foroe of

siie
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itic iniiabitants proved inimical,

hoftilitiesenfucd.and theaboveme-
lancholyfccnewasthecbnfequence.J

Copies of the journals of the

two fnips, together with many va-

luable drawings, were left with

the governor, to be forwarded to

England; who politely engaged to

take charge of them himfelf as

far as Peterfburgh.

This day the new defied mem-
bers of the common-council took

the afual oaths for their qualifica-

tion at the feffions at Guildhallj

and immediately afterwards a Court

of common-countil was held, when
the committee appointed to en-

quire into the right of the members
of that court to be Governors of

the Royal Hofpitals, reported a

ilate of their proceedings, and the

ftieafures taken by theirbpporients

;

and the comrtiittee were empowered
to defertd the right of the Corpora-

tion ini fu6h manner as they fhodld

be advifed, and to draw upon the

chamber for the neccffary cx-

pences.

Four prifoners were tried
14th.

at the Old-Bailey, three of
whom were capitally Convicted,

^iz. John Benfield and W. Turley,
for felonioufly coining and coun-
terfeiting, at a houfe in White's-

ailey, Chancery -lane, (hillings,

fjx-pences; and half-crowns, feve-

tal counterfeit fhillings, neWly
call, being found in the room ;

and Mary Williams^ for feloniouf-

ly colouring, with a certain vtrafh

producing the colour of filvcr, feve-

ral round planks of bafe metal,

of a fit fize to be coined into coun-
tfrfeit milled money, refembling
(hillings.

The fame day the fcflions ended,
when feven convifts received judg-
znent of death, nine were fentenc-

ed to hard labour in the houfe of
corredlion, eight to be imprifoned
in Newgate, five whipped and dif-

charged, and 1 1 difcharged by
proclamation.

The fefiions of the peace is ad-
journed till Thurfday the 26th in-

itant, at Guildhall, and the feffions

of gaol delivery till Wednefday the

z^d of February, at the Old-
Bailey.

This day the following ,

malefaftors were executed ° "

at Tyburn, purfuant to their fen-

tence : Hugh Mulvey, John Whi-
ley and John Woodmore^ who went
in the firll cart, for breaking opert

the houfe of Thomas Farley, of
Coldbath Fields, and ftealing

thereout two filk gowns, two pair

of ftays, and other things
; Joha

Howell, for dealing 352filk hand-
kerchiefs, and other goods, to a
confiderable artount, in the houfe
of Mr. Davifon, pawnbroker, in

Blfhopfgate-ftreet } and Wiliianx

Kent, for robbing Henry Otto,

one of his majefty's riiefl'engers, of
his watch and money, on the high-

way," near Gurinerlbury-lane, who
went in the laft cart. They were
attended by the fherifFs, city rtlar-

(hals, officers, the ordinary of
Newgate, &c. from Newgate to

the place of execution. They be-

haved exceeding penitent, wept
much, and were terribly agitated

and fhocked at their approaching
di/tolutioh.

The above unfortunate youthi
were all very young, the eldeft not

e;{ceeding 23 years of age.

The fame day a court of alder-

men was held at Guildhall, when
Mr. Thofp, one of the common-
councilof the wardof Aldg.uc, pre-

fented a letter from Mr. Alderman
Lee, deliring to furrender the office

[.VJ 2 of
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of alderman of the faid ward, he ceiving much hurt, retle\Ve"d thtf

finding it incompatible with his attack, and a general battle en-
prefent concerns to hold the faid fucd between Gough and Atkin.i,

office. The court accordingly ac- and Gough's nvnn and Atkins's

ceptcd of the faid lefignation. man. Gough finding the officer

n The lord-mayor went to too mighty Icr him to oppofe with-

Ironmonger's - hall. Fen- out further ailiftance, unchained a

cliurch-tlrect, when a wardmote large fierce animal, which Mr.
was held before hislor..fhip for the Atkins affirmed to be a centaur, or

eledion of an alderman for Aid- griffin ; however,, it proved to be
gate ward, in the room of Wil- a man fatyr : this had the defired

liam Lee, Efq; when William efietl, for both Mr. Atkins and
Burnell, Efq; one of the late follower, upon fight of tije beaft,

flierifFs, was chofen without oppo- wifely decliived the fight, and luade

fition. Thanks were alfo voted to a precipitate retreat. The charge

the late Alderman Lee by a majo- being undeniably proved, Mr.
rity of 12 voices. Gough was accordingly found

The king's proclamation, fetting guilty, and fentenced to pay a fine

forth, that for the future all fo- of five guineas. Mr. Gough is a

reign (hips taken carrying to and dealer in wild beafls.

affiiling the enemies of Great Bri- Lali; December a gentleman tried

tain with warlike-llcres or goods of the power of eleClricityon a myrtle

any kind, fhould be deemed legal tree, in the following manner: he

prizes, and the Ihip or fhips and placed the pot in a room which
cargoes fliould be fold for the be- was frequented by the family, and
nefic of thufe who took thenij was for feventeen days electrified it

read at the Royal Exchange Gate once in each day, allowing half a

by Mr. Bifliop the commion-cryer, pint of water to the root on every

afil fled by the proper officers. fourth day. In confcquence of

The adjournment of the fc£jon this trial, the myrtle produced fe-

^'as held at Guildhall before the veral fuoots, the longell meafur--

Jord mayor, aldermen, recorder, ing full three inches, and it is now
Ac. to conclude the buGnefs which in the green-houfe in perfc(fc

was left unfinifhed at the late ad- health.

journment, when the following ex- Dublin, Jan. 15. We have the

tr.'iordinary trial for an affi^ult was pleafure to acquaint our readers,

heard :—Thomas Atkins, a fcr- that on Monday Jail there was

Jeant at mace, went on the 24.th made the firft exports entry of.

of lafi June to ferve a procefs on woollens from this kingdom at our

Mr. Henry Gough, at his houie Cuiiomhou-fe fince the reilridians

en Holborn-hill ; he acqt^ainted. qu our trade were taken oil. The
^r. Gough with the nature cf his entry vvas made by William Worth-
bufinefs, v.ho feemed inclined to ington, Efq; of 1300 yards of

fettle the matter. Mr. Gough go- ferge, for Liffion.

ing up Hairs, the officer followed, York, Jan. 18. At a meeting of

when he, Mr. Gouvh, turned the Agriculture Socieiv, held at

round, and flicved Atkins over Beveriey, for the Eail-Riding ci

the banniuer : Mr. Alkins not re- the county of York and couniv oC

Hull,
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Hull, a premiHm of three guineas In the weft ofEngland the wool

vas adjudged to Ann Wiity, of is all upon hand. In Lincolnfhire,

Driffield, (he having ferved the and throughout the north, it has

longclt in one place, viz. 40 years; been fo for fome time. This arti-

alfo a premium of two guineas to cle, that was formerly called th«

William Carr, of Tickton, he be- Itaple-commodity of England, will

ing the next eldeil fervant, having now fetch no price,

ferved in one place 36 years. Died, Dec. 26, of a lingering

Cordova, in the Tucuman, June I, illnefs, in the 75t'i year of his ag-r,

1779. 1 homas Hope, Efq; well known
In the village of Altagratia there in the trading world, ?.% one of the

lives a negro woman, who, ac- firit charaAers that this or perhaps

cording to the moll authentic in- any other age ever produced. He
formation and tellimonies taken was originally defcended from the

judicially, mull be about 1 75 years elder branch of the family of Hope
old; ilie is/ extremely thin, very in Scotland; and, endowed with

much wrinkled, and bent double, great natural abilities, he with un-

but fne can fee at a few paces dif- remitting application r.iifed the

tance, and fpins ; but what is credit and affluence of the houfe at

moil extraordinary, though (he Amfccrdam, which continues to

cannot lland for any fpace of time, bear his name, to fuch a height,

fte ijijl carries on the bufinefsof a as perhaps no other houfe of trade

midwife with dexterity. She has in any covuntry ever arrived. Nor
five childreji by her hufband, one were his thoughts in bulinefs con-

Michael, a negro, and fhe thinks fined to that objeft only, having
her grand-children have grand- for many) cars prefided as repre-

children of their own. Old peo. Tentative of the Prince of Orange,
pie feem to be no rarity in that iirll in the Welt India, and after-

country, as there are feveral ne- wards in the Dutch Eaft Intiia

groes upwards of an hundred years Companies; where, parti' ulnrlv

old, and one woman of 120, who in the latter, he eltabiiihed fucli

retains her mepiofy perfedlly, and wife laws and regulations in their

declares that the old woman in trade, as mull make his memory
queition was arrived at woman's refpeded and adored as long as

ellate when ftie tiril had the ufe of thofe companies fhall exill. And
her re^fon. it will be remembered bv the latell

In the courfe of this month, the polterity, that a merchant could
price of corn fell almoll one half at once prefcribe laws to fovereigns

from what it was only four ye;.rs in the Eatl, and, by his moneyed
ago. 'I'he following is an accur.-.te powers, greatly fway the fcale of
(late of the prices in 1775, and in empire in Europe. He was juft

the prefcnt winter of 1779 and in all his dealings ; and friendly,

where he had once pldcel his con-

hdencc, to a degree thpt by many
might be thougJii to cxce-d the

bounds of prudince in trade.

At Wapping, iVir. I'homas Dil-
worth, uell known for hia in.iny

uiefui publicacions.

I'Vj 3 At

,780.
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At Stepney, Mrs. Armflrong,
aged 1 10.

2d.

FEBRUARY.
The inhabitants of Weft-

miriifter, to the number of

4000, met in Welln)iniler-hall,

purfuant tp public advertifement,

to agree on a petition to parlia-

ment, to controul the (hameful

wafte of public rjioney, &c.

The FJon. Charles Fox being

called to the chair, Mr. Sawbridge
reprefented the neceflity there was
for the prefenting a petition fimi-

lar to that of York. He then read

the petition, which was next read

by the chairman, and carried un-
animoufly.

A motion was then made, that

a committee fhould be appointed

to correspond with the other com-
mittees through the kingdom ; and

the Duke of Portland, the Earls

Egremont and Temple, the Lords

John and George Cavendifh, the

Hon. Thomas Townfhend, Meflrs.

Sawbridge and Wilkes, and about

ninety other noblemen and gentJe-

inen, were appointed of the com-
mittee.

After which, Mr. Fox was pro-

pofed as a candidate to reprefent

the city of Weltminfter at the next

general eledilion, and was received

with the loudell acclamations.

, There is how in the pof-

5 * feflion of Mr. Benj. Penny,
near Teibury in Glouceflerlbirc,

a bull-calf, about three weeks old,

with two heads, four ears, and

two tongues, quite perfect. It

eats with both mouths, and is

likely to live. This monfler has

been fhewD to (he public in the

loth.

metropoli?, and wasalive at the end
of the prefent year,

Laft Sunday between four ,

and five o'clock in the after- ^ ^

noon, one Garret of Sutton, near

Retworth, in SufTex, fhot his wife

dead on the fpot as fhe was fitting

before the fire. The more effec-

tually to execute his diabolical in-

tention, he loaded the piece with
two balls, and in the prefence

of his wife; who, remarking the

fingujarity of his loading, and
alking him what he was going to

flioot with bullets ? received for

anfwer, fmall birds. But fhe footi

found herfelf the devoted objeft
j

the fatal piece was levelled, and
ere fhe could remonftrate, the balls

had pafled through her body, an4
killed her on the fpot.

A court of common,
council was held at Quiljd-

hall, when, after a deal of alter-

cation, the vacancies in the fe-

verai committees were filled up
agreeable to the lift of the previous

meeting.

The bufinefs for which thi?

court was called was nc^ft proceed-

ed on, vis. To take into confidera-;

tjon the expenditure of public

monies, and other grievances.

Upon which, a motion was made
and feconded, that a petition be

prefented to the honourable the

Houfe of Commons from that

court ; which, after fome debates,

was put, and carried unani-

moufly.

A committee of eight aldermen
and fixteen commoners was ap-

pointed to draw up the petition,

which was agreed upon. This
committee was dcfired to corre-

fpond with the committees of the

ft'veral counties.

Yefler-



CHRONICLE.
, Vefterday morning, pur-

* fuant to an order of the

King's Bench, on Saturday lart,

Mtfi". Stratton,Brooke, Floyer, and
Mackay, were brought up to the

bar of that court, to receive fen-

tence, having been found guilty

of removing Lord Pigot from the

prefidcncy of Madras, and im-
prifoning him for nine months,
which was faid to be the caufe of
his death.

Mr. JulHce Afhurft being the

judge appointed to pafs fentence,

before he pronounced it went
through the heads of the evidence,

both for the profecution and the

defence.

He made feveral remarks as he
went through it, in which he ob-

ferved, that if Fort St. George
had belonged to the crown, the

depriving Lord l^igot of the prefi-

dency would have been high trea-

fon ; but, as it was under the Eaft-

India company, it was only a mif-

demeanor. He took notice that

the defendants had imprifoned

Lord Pigot for difmifling feveral

members from the council, yet they

themlelves had done the like in

three inftances ; but he could fay,

that, while they held the reins of
government, every thing fucceed-

ed, both in trade, and in the army ;

and that the prefidency of Cengal,

to whom the whole of the bufinefs

was referred, gave an opinion in

their favour. He then proceeded
to the fentence, as follows :

*• Meff. Stratton, Brooke, Floyer,

Mackay,
' Gentlemen,

" You are now called upon to

receive fentence for an often ct;

which you have committed, and
been found guilty of; but, as

there is no diitindion in vour

C199
cafes, but are guTlty alike, you
arc fentenced, each of you, to

pay a fine to his majefty of looo 1.

and to be imprifoned until that

fum is paid." The fines being

immediately paid in the court,

they were of courfe difcharged.

A caufe was tried before ,

Judge Nares at Guildhall,
*5^"-

between Mr. Robert Tayler and
the owners of one of the Colchefter

ftages. The adlion was brought

for the recovery of damages for the

injury which Mr. Tayler fufFered

from thecoachman's driving againll

his horfe near Stratford, by which
the horfe was thrown down, and
Mr. Tayler's legs run over by the

hind wheel of the coach. The
learned judge in fumming up the

evidence informed the jury, that

the law was clear in making the

owners of llage coaches account.,

able for the mifconduiEl of their

coachmen, and told them to find a

verdift for the plaintiff, if it ap-

peared from the evidence that the

coach was not on the left fide of

tbe road, for that if fo, the accident

had happened in confequence of
that mifcondu(Jt. The jury re-

tired for about ten minutes, and
brought in a verdid for the plain-

tiff, with 150!. damages.

His majelly has been ,

plcafed to grant a free par- '

don to Richard Mealing, convit^-

ed in September fellion of felo-

nioufly receiving goods, the pro-

perty of James Peiuecrols, knowing
the fame to be llolen.

His majelly alfo hath been pleaf-

ed to grant a free pardon to John
Field, convicted the fame fellion ot

coining Ihillings and fix-pences.

On Monday was tried ,

in the court of King's ^

Bench, before the Earl of Marl-

[AJ 4 fjclu.
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field, at Weftmiofl<?r hall, an in- his power, they allowed the ca^
diftment found by i^'^ grand jury varied materially, l^ord Pvlansfield

of Well m in Her, againft a Middle- laid, that the juftice had rcfufe^

fexjuiiice, for commitment of a to hoar evidences, whom he was
freeman of XjOndon, and a mem. net empowered to exclude : the.

ber of the fellov/fliip of ticket-por- juRice was not to refufe the exami-

ters, to the Savoy, under the au- nation of vyitnefies offered: it was
thority cf the imprefs n(X, thereby his duty to hear and judge accord-

declaiing him to be an idle and ingly, and not to be biaiTed by
difofderly pcrfon, whereas in truth improper motives ; but as to that

and in f<x{\ the {.rofecutur was an confideration, it was for the jury

;ndul"lrious fober man, of extraor- to dcstermine. The juftice wasf

dinr.ry good reputation. The found guilty, and is to receive

profecution was condufled by the fentence next term. The t;-iol

direction of the court of aldermen, lafted till four o'clock,

to protecl the rights of the fellow- l^hc fcllions at the Old ^ i

iliip, they being all freemen, and Bailey, which began on the " '

governed by an alderman. The preceding Wednefday, ended, whe^
indifur.ent \vas laid alfo againft feveji conviifts received fentence of
two ccnfiables, for the original death : WilUam Herbert, for rer

sfTault, prior to the examinaiion turning from tranrportation ; Chrif-

before the juftice ; but the noble flcpber Burrows and John Burden,

lord who prefided pn the bench for robbing Sarah GifFord in thsf

gave a dire(ft intimation to the Green-park, St. James's ; Robert
jury, that they in point of law Andres and Richard Palmer, for,

were juftifi,ib;e: and they were robbing the houfe of Sir Richard
without hefitation acquitted. The Lumm ; Chriftopher Plumley, for

point refted foieiy as to the crimi- robbing the houfe of John Abbot
^

nality of the juiiice, and whether and John Pears, convifled in Sep-

he was any ways liable to bp called tembcr fclTiops of hiring a horfe

upon for the injury done to the and felling the fame. This cafis.

p;ofecutor, who had been hand- had been referred to the twelve

cuiTed, and led like a thief through judges, who were of opinion the

the ftreets ; and befidej, had fuf- offence was capital,

fered in the Savoy a miferable A man was carried be- _ ,

conSnenient, and even debarred fore the lord mayor for de-

the vilits of his friends; fo that frairding a woman of fome banlf

by mere accident a writ of Habeas flock. It appeared on the exami-

Corpus was obtained by the city nation that he pretended to be a

to diicharge him out of a loath- broker, and prevailed on the wo-
I'ome room. The counfel for ihe wan to give him half a guinea^

juftice relied ufon the ad of par- and to fign a paper empowering
liament as a luihcient anfwer to him to tranfadl fome bufinefs for

the charge, faying, that thejuftice her at the banlc, her huiband be-

exercifed his dilcretion, and was ing abroad. Tfte v.'oman not bi^--

not to be confined within any par- ing able to read, put her mark,
tjcular line of conduct : if it could and when {\:c vvent to the bank tp

be pioved he had waiitunly abufcd leteivt her next dividend, (hs

found
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29th,

found that all her Uock was fold

jind transferred to another perfon.

f he impofition being committed

in the outparts, he was fent there

for further examination.

During the night the

atmofphere exhibited the

jnoft extraordinary appearance that

has been obferved for many years.

The light refcmblcd that of a great

lire, and the whole elements feemeJ

to be in one continued flame. At
intervals Hafhes of fparkling fire

fhot from the horizon to the ze-

nith, and feercingly extinguilhed

in a point. The fame appear-

Vnce extended to France and Ger-
many, an4 probably over all Eu-
rope.

Befides the Petition agreed to at

the county meeting held at York,
as mentioned under Dec. 30, fimi-

Jar meetings and petitions have

been held and agreed to in the

counties of Middlefex, HamplTiire,

Chefhire, H^riford, Huntingdon,
Surrey, SuiTiix, Dorler, Cumber,,
land, Eflex, Bedford, Gloucefter,

Somerlec, and Wilts; as alio by
the corporations of Nottingham
and Newcartle-upon T) ne.

Died, At Combe, jofeph
Ekins, a labouring man, aged 103,
who never knew a week's illnt-ls

;

and for the lall 40 years fubiilled

entirely on bread, milk, and ve-

getables.

Francis Walkern, a carpenter,

aged IQ4, who till within a few
days ot his death was never trou-
bled with hckiiefs, or any djitcm-
per whatever.

MARC H.

A caufe was tried, and
learnedly argued, betwct n

tUe nylkf-meters ol London, and

id.

the proprietors of oyller-beds in
the county of EfTex ; the oyfter^
meters claimed a fpeciiic fum for
work which they had an exclu/ire
right of performing by cullom and
immemorial ufage. On the part
of the defendants it wds contend-
ed, that the right infifted on was
abolifhed by the^adts of the loth
and iith of William and Alary,
which made Billingfgate a free
mai ket, and fettled the fees. The
jury, which was fpecial, after hear-
ing the arguments on bo h fides,

gave a verdid^ for the plain tiii;,

which ellr.blillied their rights.

The Stamford waggon
took fire at five o'clock in ^

the morning, three miles bevond
Hertford, by the carelefTnels of
the driver, who left the lantern
in the bafket with a candle, which
burnt to the forket, and nothinf^
efcaped but a barrel of porter, and
the bottom and one wheel of the
waggon. 'j"he palTengcrs and wag^
goner were much fcorched in at-

tempting to throw off the loading,
which, on account of the approach-
ing fair, was of confiderahle value,
and the cam^ige is cilimated at

above 1000 I.

This mornifjg at a court , ,

of common-council held at

Guildhall, a motion was m tde hy
Mr. Deputy Leaky, That the
thinks of this court be voted to

Sir Gcoige Bridges Rodney, for

hi> Lite very gallant a-flion againft
the Spaniards ; and alfo that ths
friedorn of this city be p^efented
to him in a gold box of lool. va-
lue, which were both,3f»^!ceci to.

1 wo young women were ,

taken out of the New River ^'^ .*

locked arm in arm, with their

legs ti.-'d togethr, and both
drowned. Ic hiS hr.ce appeared
they were lambour-workiTs, had

conuaclcJ
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during the whole time of its

18th.

con traced a perfeft friendfhip for

each other from children, and

had lived happily together for

feme time, till religious melan-

choly, as one of their friends told

the coroner's jury, had hurt their

minds.

, His Majefly has been
7 * gracioufly pleafed to fettle

a penfion of four hundred pounds

a- year on Lady Blackftone, widow
of the late Sir William Black-

ilone,

This morning, ^boutfive

o'clock, a fire broke out at

the houfe of the Duke of Nor-
thumberland, 3t Charing-Crofs,

Jt began at the eaft end of the

fecond ftory, fronting the ftreet,

in a room where the fervants kept

their liveries, and other clothes}

two fervants lay in the next room,

who were roufed by the fire,

which broke in upon them, but

they luckily made their efcape,

though vvith the lofs of all they

had. From five o'clock in the

morning, when it was firft per-

ceived, the fire raged fuiioufly

till eight, when the flames were

pretty well got under, but by that

time had burnt from the eail end

to the weft, there being no party

wall in the whole range of build-

ing. The roof is deftroyed, as

are alfo the firft and fecond floors,

at the former of which it Hopped,

the rooms on the ground floor be-

ing moft of them arched with

brick. The rooms in front, which

have been dedroyed, were all of

them allotted to the ufe of the

principal officers of his Grace's

houfchold ; fuch as the fecretary,

mafter of horfe, &c. How it hap-

pened is not yet known ; his

(irace got out of bed when the

alarm was given, and was prefcnt

19th,

raging.

A fire broke out at a

linen-draper's, oppofite the

Pantheon, in Oxford- ftreet, which
confumed the fame, and damaged
another houfe. And at night a
fire broke out at a tin and oil fhop,

in Princes -ftreet, Oxford-ftreet,

oppofite Swallow - ftreet, which
burnt the houfe and furniture,

and deftroyed the ftock in trade,

before it was cxtinguifhed. A
man who lodged in the houfe,

and who had a wife and three

children, came through the flames

with a child under each arm, and
returned to fave the third, when
the ftaircafe floor fell in with him,

and they were burnt j a womari
jumped out of the garret window
naked, and fell upon the lamp-
iron, and was (o terribly bruifed,

that fhe died next morning in the

Middlefex Hofpital.

Mr. Fullarton, member ,

for Plympton, and late fe-

cretary to Lord Stormont in his

embafiy to the court of France,

complained to the Houfe of the

;i7igentleinan-like behaviour of the

Earl of Shelburne, who, he faid,

with all the ariftocratic infolence

that marks that nobleman's cha-»

rafter, had in efleft dared to fay,

that he and his regiment were as

ready to afl againft the liberties

of England, as againft her ene-

mies.^—This occafioned fome al-

tercation between thofe who were

the friends of each party ; but be-

ing generally thought unparlia^s

mentary, it went at that time no
farther.

The following affs re-

ceived the royal aflent by
commifTion :

Ac^ for railing a certain fum
of

2lft.
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cf money ty annuities, and eftab- that his piftols were already load-

lifliing a lottery. ed, and offered to draw them,

Acl for puni/hing mutiny and which was rejefted by Lord Bal«

defertion, and for better payment

of the army.

Aft for regulating his majefty's

marine forces.

A(fl for better fupplying his

majefty's navy with mariners, &c.

Ad for repealing an aft which

prohibits the carrying the gold

coin, &c. &c. to Ireland.

A(ft for paying and cloathing

the militia.

Aft for fecuring the lawful trade

to the Eaft-Indies, and to prevent

Britifh fubjeds from trading under

carras and Col. Fullerton ; upon
which Lord Balcarras loaded Col,

Fullerton's piftols. The feconds

having agreed that twelve paces

was a proper diftance, the parties

took their ground; Col. Fullerton

defired Lord Shelburne to fire,

which his lordfhip declined, and
Col. Fullerton was ordered by the

feconds to fire. He fired, and
miffed. Lord Shelburne returned

it, and miffed. Mr. Fullerton

then fired his fecond piftol, and
hit Lord Shelburne in the right

foreign commifCons, and for other groin, which his lordftiip fignified;

regulations of trade.

Afl to regulate county eledlions.

Acl for continuing the duties

on ales, &c. brewed for fale in

the town of Kelfo, in Scotland.

And to feveral road, inclofure,

and other bills. In all 42.

J This morning, in confe-

quence of the altercation

above alluded to, a duel was
fought between the Earl of Shel-

burne and Mr. FuUarton, of

which the following is an authentic

narrative.

Lord Shelburne, with Lord
Frederick Cavendifh for his fe-

fTond, and Mr. Fullerton, with

Lord Balcarras for his fecond,

met at half paft five, in Hyde-
Park, March 22, 1780. Lord
Balcarras and Lord Frederick Ca-
vendifh propofed both parties

(hould obey the feconds. Lord
Shelburne and Col. Fullerton

walked together, while Lord Bal-
carras and Lord Frederick Caven-
diOi adjufted all ceremonials, and
fixed on piftols as the proper wea-
pons. When they came to the

ground, Lord Shelburne told them,

upon which every body ran up ;

the feconds interpofed. Lord
Frederick Cavendifh offered to

take the piftol from Lord Shel-

burne ; but his lordfhip refufed to

deliver it up, faying, * I have

not fired that piftol.' Mr. Ful-

lerton returned immediately to his

ground, which he had left with a

view of afTilHng his lordfliipj and.

repeatedly defired his lordfhip to

fire at him. Lord Shelburne faid,

* Sure, Sir, you don't think I

would fire my piftol at you,' and
fired it in the air. The parties

and their feconds got together.

Lord Balcarras afked Lord Shel-

burne if he had any difficulty in de-

claring he meant nothing perfonal

to Col. Fullerton. His lordfhip

replied, ' You know it has taken

another courfe; this is no time

for explanation.* His lordfhip

then faid to Col. Fullerton, « Al-
though I am wounded, I am nble

to go on, if you feel any refent-

ment.' Col. Fullerton faid, he
hoped he was incapable of har-

bouring fuch a fentiment. Lord
Frederick Cavendifti declared, that

from
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from the charaiTler he had heard

oi Col. FuIIerton, he believed fo.

Col. FuIIerton faid^, • As your
lordfhip is wounded, and has fired

in the air, it is impoflible for me
to go on.' Lord Salcarras and
Lord Frederick Cavendilh imme-
diately declared that the parties

had ended the aJfair by behaving

as men of the Itrideft honour.

On hearing of the above afF.iir,

the following meiiage was ient

from the city :

Guildhall, London, lAar^h 2 2.

• The comniittee of common
council for corrcfponding with the

committees appointed, or to be

appointed, by the feveral counties,

cities, and boroughs in this king-

dom, anxious for the prefervation

of the valuable life of fo true a

iriend of the people, and defender

of the liberties of lingliOinien, as

the Earl of Sheiburnc, refpectfully

enquire after his lordlhip's fafety,

highly endangered in confcquence

ot his upright and fpinted conduCi

in Parliament.

By order of the committee,

Eurl of She-lburne. Wm, Rix.'

1 This morning a feflion of
2Qth. ^ • ^

, ,^ oyer, terminer, and goal

delivery {qv offences committed on

the high feas, was held at the

feflions-houfe in the Old -Bailey,

before the Right Hon. William

Earl of Maniiield, Lord Chief

Jullice cf the Court cf King's

Eench, and Sir James IVJarriot,

Xnt. Judge of the High Court of

Admiralty, when John Williams,

officer of marines, ana James
Stoneham, boatfvvain's mate, of

the Eagle privateer, were put to

the bar. John Smith, firit lieu-

icnant cf the loid fhip, dtpoled,

that they failed from Britiol on a

cruize, in December lall ; that.

being in the captain's cabin^

drinking a bottle of wine, oil

Chrillmas - day, they heard ^
mulket fired upon deck ; that

they fent a boy to enquire the

caufe, who returned with an un-

fatisfa(ftpry anfwer ; that in a ii'v

minutes they heard the report of

a fecond rnuflcet, which alarmed

them very much, and they ran

upon deck all togetli^r to fee what
was the matter ; that they frrund

the whole crew mallered upor^

deck, and that they had broke
open the chells, and fupplied

themfelves with arms ; that upori

the captain going up to them,

Williams, one of the prifoner?,

advanced with a blunderbufs, and
fvvore, that if he ventured a Hep
further than the line he had drawn
acrofs the cleck, he yvould blovy

his brains out ; that the captain

inftaiitly knocked Williams down,
upon which the rell of the crew,

feeing their leader fall, and think-

ing he had been killed, returned

to their quarters; and that Wil-
liams and Stoneham, the prifoners

at the bar, were inlhintly (ecured^

as being fuppo.^ed to be the ring-

leaders of the mutiny ; that the

next day they fell iti with the

Ijrilliant frigate of war, and that

ihey put twelve more of the rioters

on board that ftjip tp ferve his

Mnjefty, .'ifter which they returned

without any further molellauon,

peaceable into Falmouth.

Peter Reddifli v.'as then cslled,

v.hofe evidence correfponded ex-

r.ftly with Smith'i ; the captain;

was called three times, but did

not think proper to make his ap-

pearance.

The prifoners in their defence

called three evidences, the perlbna

who iiCted as iinguill, furgeon,

iit*4
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fitld {I'reeon's mate, who mar'c it prifoners- guilty ; but at the fame;

appear that the mutiny in the fhip time earnclHy recommended thcra

did not arife from fadious or dil'- to the King's mercy,

honell motives in the prifoners, A few days ago, as the

but from an honeft deteftati'^n of London waggon of Mr. ^^ *

the bad condud. of the captain, Truman of Derby, was travelling

who it appear?d had failed v/i-h a between Bigglffwade and Buck-
privateering commiffion from the den, on the north road, the can-
Lords of the Admirahy, and had die in the lantern nnfortunatel/

robbed cv^ry veiTel of whatfoever caught the tilt of the machine,
nation that he met with of infe- and the fire got to an r!:irming

jior force; they each gave an height before it was perceived bf
iiifcfting narrative of the plunder the driver, who had butjull tima
of a DiKchman, whom they board- to difengage the horfes, before a
ed under American colorars, and caflc of fpiritoous liquors blew uo,
dripped of all the poor man, who and made a dreadful explofiorr.

was file owner of the vefiel, had The lofs fuftained is computed ac
in the world, though he was in a aboiu zcool.

peutral bottom, and in a fair way Canteybury, March 29. Monday
of trade ; the poor Dutchman lall Mr. Tankard, a cuftom-houfe
wept over his misfortuncj, but officer, with nine or ten alfillants,

did not know that thefe barljarians came up with a gang of fmugo-lers,

were Englilhmen. They likewife at King's-down Court-lodge, neat*

gave an account of the plunder of Dartford, as they were watering
a Danifh fliip and Portuguefe ve(- their horfes, and took 28 out of
fel in the fame manner, and that 30 horfes, laden with tea, fjfk,

the method they ufcd on th?ib and lace.— One of the mafler
occafions, was to throw a tarpaulin fmug^^'ers was taken, and a num-
over the head of the (hip, which • bcr of the horfes wounded,
bore the figure of an eagle, and Died, At Lincoln, James
to call themiilves * the black Pigot, Efq. aged 96.
Prince American privateer,' Cap- Robert Macbride, a fifftermarr,.

tain Mackenzie, commander ; and in the Ifland of Henies, aged
thefe witnefies feparately declared, 1 30 years and fome months,
that the prifoners had of(en told ' At his feat near Derby, Samuel
them they would rather be killed Pickering, Efq. aged 104.
than join the captain in thcf: ini- ' At Radwinter in Efie.f, Joha
quitoas proceedings ; feverafothcr P^v, Efq. aged 97.
very refpedabte perfms app?arej l-i Kent-!treer, So'.uhwark, M.i-
tp the .charaOars of th? prifoners. rv Ann Ryan, aged upwards of
hut Lord Mamsfu-ld r-fafed to ad- 107.'

rait thcnb, declaring that the pre- Jofeph Highmore, Efq. aged SS,
^ii-nt trial did not at all depend on formerly an eminent painter.
chiractL-r, and his lordfhip then Dr. If.uc Schomberg, a very
fummed up the evidence in his eminent andlearned phyfician.
ufual way ; and the Jury, after

retiring; a few minutes, faund the

A P R I L.
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APRIL.
,, At the grand quarter-

3 • feflioii of the peace> held

at Guildhall, a new regulation

was elUblilhed, by which every

publican within the jufifdiftion of

the city is obliged to appear in

perfon to renew their licences, and

to enter into recognii nces for the

good order and proper condudl of

their refpeflive houies.

Laft week, at the afiizes at King-

ftcn, in Surrey, the trials on the

Crown fide came on before the

Hon. Mr. Juftice Gould and a

fpccial jury, when Mr. Donovan
(who voluntarily furrendered) was

tried for having killed in a duel,

in November laJl, Capt. Jarhes

Hanfohi It appeared by a num-
ber of refpedtable witnefles, that

the deceafed was entirely in fault,

and had forced Mr. Donovan to

meet him in a field near the Dog
and Duck; it alfo appeared, that

the only ground of quarrel be-

tween the prifoner and the de-

ceafed wasj that Mr. Donovan
interfered between Capt. Hanfon

and another perfon, and prevented

their fighting, on which Hanfon

gave him very abufive language,

and infilled " that he would make
him fmell powder^" The deceafed

was wounded by a piilo! bullet in

the belly, and lived about 24
hours after. He declared to two

eminent lurgeons who attended

him, and to feverai other perfons,

that Mr. Donovan behaved during

the ailion, and after it, with the

greaietl honour, tendcrnefs, and

concern ; and he particularly de-

lired that no profecution fhould

be carried on againll him, as he

hjmfclf was fo'lcly in fault, by an

unprovoked rafhuefs of temper and

heatofpaffion. The learned judge
gave an excellent charge to the

jury, and faid, • though he al-

lowed that all the circumftanccs

were as favourable to the prifoner

as in fuch a cafe could be, yet as

the idea of honour was fo often

mentioned, he muft fay and in-

form the jury, and the auditors;

that it was falfe honour in men to

break the laws of God and of their

cotjntry ; that going out to fight ai

duel was in both parties a delibe-

rate refolution to commit murder^
and there could be no honour in

fo favage a cuHom, which, how-
ever difguifed in words, is con-
trary to the principles and hap-
pinefs of fbciety, and ought to be

reprobated in every well-regulated

community." The jury, without

going out of court, acquitted Mr^
Donovan of the murder, and
found him guilty of man-flaughter

on the coroner's inquefl. The
judge fined him ibl. to the King,-

which being paid in court, he was
immediately difchaiged.

The feflTions ended at « ,

the Old-Bailey, when fen-

tence of death was palTed on the

following convifls, viz; John Spar-

row, for aflaulting John Turnef
Harris, on Conflitution-hill, in

the Green-Park, and robbing hiift

ofafilvcr watch, and 5^. ih mo-
ney ; Thomas Williams, alils

Charles Callov/ay, for affaulting

Capt. Jofeph Richards on the

highv^ay, near Stepney-Gaufeway,-

and robbing him of a gold watch
and fomc money ; Francis Thomp.
fon and James Early, for robbing

Jofeph White in Stepney-fields^

of one guinea, 7s. and fome half-

pence ; Sufannah Flood, for fteal-

ing three guineas and about 14s.

the property of George Nafh, in

hii
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his dwelling - houfe, in Wych-
ftreet

; John Carr, for robbing

George Worthy, near Kenfington

Gravel-Pits, of fome money, and

a cane mounted with filver ; and

Andrew Breeme was convifted of

fetting his houfe on fire in Glan-
ville-ltreet, Rathbone-place. For
the purpofe of determining a point

of law, the jury found a fpecial

rerdifl, as follows: that the pri-

foner wilfully and malicioufly fet

on fire and burnt the houfe; that

the faid houfe was on leafe to the

prifoner for the term of three

years from Mr. Tuppin, who was
pofTefled of it for a term of 99
years under Mr. Bolton. The
twelve judges will have to de-

termine whether, under thefe cir-

cumftances, the prifoner has or
not committed a felony.

One Read, a coachman, and
one Smith, a plaillerer, flood in

the pillory, St. Margaret's Hill,

for unnatural practices; the for-

mer of whom perifliing before the

time expired, owing to the fe-

verity of the mob, the fame was
taken notice of in the Houfe of
Commons. The Attorney-Ge-
neral was defired to profecute the
officer whofe bufinefs it was to fee

the fentence of the law executed,
and a hint thrown out for a new
laW to alter the mode of punifh-
mcnt.

At a meeting of the Society
for the Encouragement of Agri-
Culture in theEall-Ridiugof York,
honorary premiums were adjudged
to Chrillopher Sykes, Rt. Grim-
fton, and Rd. Carlide B.'-oadley,

Efqrs. for planting the greatell
number of larch-trees, viz. 54,43-0
by the firft ; 25,500 by the fecond

;

and 13.700 by the third. At the
fame time a fervant received two

guineas for killing the greateft

number of rats in one year, not
being a rat-catcher by profeffion,

viz. 482.

This day the queftion to ,

enquire into the right of
^^^"'

the corporation to become Go-
vernors of the four royal hofpitals,

St. Bartholomew's, Chrill's, Bride-

well and Bethlem, and St. Tho-
mas's, came on at Lincoln's-Inn

Hall before the Lord Chancellor,

as vifitor of all the royal founda-
tions. The counfcl for the city of
London were, the Attorney-Ge-
ner.il, the Recorder, Mr. Maddox,
and iVIr. Rofe ; for the petitioners

(the prefident and governors by
donation) were, Mr. Mansfield^

Mr. Kenyon, and Mr. Erfkine.

The former, ia a fpeech of an
hour and a half, ftated the objects

of the petition and the prayer,

and a modern bye-law of the cor-

poration for fealing hofpital leafea

in the court of common-council }

that in confequence of the new
rcfolution leafes brought to the

court of aldermen, agreeable to

former ufage, were refufed the
feal : after which, the Lord Chan-,
cellor intimated that a matter of
this importance required a deal of
time, and propofed a further day-

convenient to the court and coun-
fel for a complece inveiligation.

Six malcfaftors were ex- .

ecuted at Tyburn^ purfu- '^ ^'

ant to their fentences, far various

crimes; John Franque, for rob-
bing the houfe of J-remiih Brent-
ham, Efq. John Ccirmach, for rob-
bing the houfe of Mrs. Crucius ;

Robert Hughes, fc.r robbing the

houfe of Samuel Lindfay, Efq.

Robert Andres and Richard Pal-
mer, for robbing the houft- of
Francis Lumm, Efq. and John

Benheld
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Benfielo ahd William Tuiley, for

counterfeiting the current coin.

, This day, on a trial at
^^^ ' hp.r in the Court of King's-

Bench, the will of the late Duke
of Kinglloh, in favour of the pre-

fent Countefs dowager of Brillol,

was cltr.bl.lhed.

Same d<iv, Mr. Serjeant D^vy
moved the Court of Common-Pleas
for a rule to (hew caufe why a de-

fendant fi-iould not be difcharged

upon a commoti appearance to a

writ iiTued in that court for a pre-

tended debt of 70I. The cafe, as

laid before the court, was fingular.

The parties were hujf:a-nd and

«U'//> ; were Roman Catholics ;

were married according to the

rules of that chorch, and had

lived happy together for eleven

yenrs, when the wife went into

Northumberland with three fur-

%'iving children outof feven, upon

an allowance of 20I. a year.

During her Iby her hufband had

written to her, and fhe returned

ti hif rt-'queft. They again lived

together amicably, till thehnfhand

meeting wi'.h a woman of feme

fortune who feenied to favour his

addrefies, lie courted her as a

iingle man. This coming to the

knowledge of the nvlfe, fhe put a

ftop to the match, which fo ex-

aTperated the hufband, that he

Tovvcd revenge ; cnufcd her to be

arrellcd in her maiden name, and

fwcre a debt againll her of ^ol.

When in the fpunginghoufe, an

attorney offered her a fum of mo-

ney to fign an inilrument, re-

nouncing all claim to her hufband,

v.'hich flie abfolutely refuft-d
;

whereupon flie was, by order of

the attorney, taken to Newgate.

During her confinement, the ofFer

was liivide a fecond liaie, iind re-

fufed ; the attorney endeavoured
to perfuade licr to a compliance,'

by telling her, that a particular

friend advifed her to fettle the

difference by a general renun-
ciation of the title of a wife. Eut
even this fubterfuge had not the

efredt ; flie was in Newgate 12
days, and the fingular cruelty or

the affair being reprefented to a
captain with whom the hufband
lived, he generoufly diiefted ari

attorney to bail the adlion, and
apply to the court for redrefs.

Serjeant Davy having commented
upon this tranladion, faid he
fhould fiiper-add a clp.ufe to the
rule, for the purpofe of punifhing
the attorney for proflituting the

procefs of the codrt to fo fhanjeful

a defign, evidently calculated to

impofe upon an innocent fam.ily^

and therefore he tnoved alfo, that

the parties fhould anfwer.—.The
court feemed llruck at the relation,-

and faid, that whether it was iti

point of law criminal or not, the:

attorney had aded very uncon-
fcientioufly, and it would be right

to call upon Ji'.rh, and, if pofTible,

to puniili him ; they therefore

granted the rule as prayed for.

A motion was made in ,

the Court of King's-Bench,
by the Solicitor-General, for an
attachment againd the Under-
ShcrifF of Surrey, for negltd of
his duty, in not preventing the

death of the man who flood in the

pillory at St. Iviargaret's-Hill.-

Afiidavits were read, Rating the

fedt of the man's death, and howr

it happened, but no charge againft

the Under-Sherif}", that it hap-
pened through his negled. Mr.
Dunning faid he was inllru(f^ed to

defend the Uftder- Sheriff in the

firit inllancc ; and faid, iiiav Jb
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far from there being any crimina-

lity in the under fherifF, he was

intruded to fay, that ini^ead of

the ordinary aiGftance of conlinbles

from five parifhes, he had colletled

thofe of eleven pari/hes, and taken

every other means to prevent mif-

chief. The court were for refufing

the application, as containing no

charge; but at laft granted the

rule to fhew caufe, to give the

under fheriff an opportunity of

having his charatter perfedly

cleared.

^, The under fherifF of Sur-
^ ' rey fhewed caufe in the

Court of King's Bench, againlt

the rule prayed for by the attorney

general, on account of the death

of the man on the pillory, when
he made it appear that the faft

did not originate from any neglefl

of duty, and the rule was dif-

charged.

Mr. juftice Wilmot, prof(?cuted

to convidlion by the city of Lcn-
don» for imprifoning a fellowlhip-

porter under the late aft for im-

prefling men for his majefty's fer-

5dce, furrendered himfelf at the

bar of the Court of King's Bench,

in ordrr to receive fentence. He
was fined 100 1. and his attorney

undertaking to be anfwerable for

that fum, he was immediately dif-

charged.

o , Mr. Dunning moved the

Court of King's Bench for

a rule, to Ihew caufe why an in-

formation fhould not be filed againft

the Rev. Henry Bate, for an infa-

mous hbei on the Dake of Rich-
mond, charging him with high-
treafon. Mr. Dur.ning produced
two affidavits in fupport of his

motion, which proved the Rev.
Henry Bate to be the editor, and
one of the proprietor: of thr Morn-
VoL. XXUI.

ing-Poft ; that he is, and has been
for years part, the director of all

matters to be printed in the faid

paper, and that he revifes the fe-

veral proof papers before they ars

publifhed, and is allowed by the
reit of the proprietors a weekly
fum for fo doing. That he with
his own hand gave the ijueries to

the printer of the paper on the 23d
or 24th of February, and toid

him * there is the copy for to-mor-
row,' or words to that effeft, by
which the printer underllood he
was to print it, and that he did

print it accordingly in the Morn-
ing-Poli on February the 25lh
inftant.

The court granted the rule, and
exprefTed their indignation at ths

heinoufnefs of the offence, at the

fame time paffin? high encomiums
on the Duke of Richmond, and af-

fer ting their firm belief of the falfc-

hood of the charges.

Some of the moft exceptionable

queries, are the following :

' To the Duke of R .

* Whether a man who at all

times has endeavoured to deceive

his country, and furnifh an avow-
ed enemy with intelligence of the

firft importance, is not a traitor fo

his country, and deferving of the

moft condign punifhment .<'

* Whether, if the minister had
taken your advice, you did not
mean to give the intelligence to

your bofom friend the Duke
d'Aiguillon ?

* Whether you did not furnifli

the Court of France with plans of
the weakeft and molt defenceleT::

parts of this illand, moll liable to

invafion, and moft contiguous to

tjjeir own coafts and harbours ?'
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/,.'-? of the Capital Conincli con-

deinned during Lent JJfizcs.

At Northampton three, (two of

whom were for murder)—one re-

prieved.

At Reading one—reprieved.

At Wincheller ten, one for mur-
der—five reprieved.

AtSalifbury five—all reprieved.

At Stafford four—two reprieved.

At Aylefbury five, one for mur-

der—four reprieved.

At Chelmsford fix two re-

prieved.

At York three.

At Cambridge two—one for

murder.

At Bedford four three re-

prieved.

At Maidftone, John Knight, for

afllfcing fome fmugglers in fhoot-

ing two dragoons at Whitllablc,

near Canterbury, the 26th ult.

was found guilty, and executed

accordingly.

At Eaft Grinltead (for Suffex)

one, for murder of his wife, and

executed accordingly.

James Burnet, indifted for the

wilful murder of Thomas Hewitt,

gamekeeper to his Grace the D uke

of Richmond, at Goodwood-park,

in December lalt, was found guil-

ty of manflaughter, and fentenced

to be burnt in the hand, and im-

prlfoned twelve months in Horlliam

jail.

At Lincoln two.

Leghorn, J/iril 6. Letters from

Conilantinople, dated March 3,

mention an eartliquake at Tauris,

the capital of tii e province of Ader-

bigan, in Perfia, which has been

more fatal than that which happen-

ed in 165 1. If we are to credit

thefe firft accounts, this town,

which contained 15,000 houfes.

Workho life,

Stokes, aged

Berks, Tho.

and many magazines of commerce,
exhibits nothing but a parcel of

ruins. Many citizens, they add,

are deftroyed by this difafter.

Died, at St. Juft, Cornwall,

Maurice Bengham, a filherman,

aged 1 16.

At Thatcham, James Walford,
aged 104.

At York, Thomas Hume, Efq;
aged 115.

In St. Martin's

Jane Petit, aged 1 13.

At Margate, Mrs.
100.

At Narrowfield,

Carter, aged 108.

At Market Harborough, Rev.
Rich. Parry, D. D. well known
by many learned publications.

At Knightfbridge, John Nourfe,

Efq; many years bookfeller to his

majefty. He was himfelf a man
of fcience, particularly in the ma-
thematical line ; in which depart-

ment a great number of valuable

publications have been by him in-

troduced to the world.

MAY.
A very interefting queftion ,

was argued and determined in -^

the Court of King's Bench, where-

in the inhabitants of Richmond
and the city of London were par-

ticularly concerned, the former

claiming the property of the foil

of the river Thames, fo far as

their jurifdidion reaches, down to

low-water mark, had caufed the

works now carrying on by the lat-

ter, under the authority of an &Q.

of parliament, to be obllrudted,

on which the city had commenced
a profecution againfl the perfons

employed in that fervice, and had
obtained
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obtained a verdid againft them at neutral vefiels bound to neutral

the laft Surry affizes; but the ports, during the prefent hoftili-

counfel on the oppofite fide ftill ties.

infifting on their right to the foil, — for allowing a bounty on
the cafe came to be argued on that the exportation of Britifh corn and
particular point; and after many grain in fhips of any kingdom in

learned arguments, in which the amity with his majelty.

matter feeraed to receive a fuJl A petition has been lately ^ .

inveftigation. Lord Mansfield and prefented to his majefty, from

the other judges were unsnimoufly Calcutta, figned by 600 Whites,

of opinion, that the river being and a great ni!mber of Gentcos,
a public navigable river, the in- Hating, in a forcible manner, ths

habitants could have no particular various hardihips the inhabitants

interelt in any part of its foil, have fuffered fince the introduc-

The decifion therefore of this caufe ticn of the Englilh laws amongll
entirely removes the general idea, them.
that owners of the adjoining lands This morning two pcrfons, ,

have property in the foil of navi- one a tradefman and the other °"
*

gable rivers as far as low-water a (hcriff's officer, were brought
mark. before the Court of King's Bench,

1 A refpite, till further fig- to receive fentence for having fome
^ ' nification of his majclly's time ago arrefted one of the do-

pleafure, was fent to the Marfhal mellics belonging to his Excel-
of the High Court of Admiralty lency Count de Weldeien ; Mr.
for John Williams and James Juftice Wjlles, in a (hort fpeech,

Stoneham, convifts in Newgate, explainedthenatureoftheoiFer.ee,
for mutiny. They were to have obferving, at the fame time, how
been executed this day.—This re- necell'ary it was ftriclly to adhere
fpite was in confequence of no- to the laws of nations : that the

tice taken of the cafe in the Houfe perfons now before then*, had been
of Commons. The captain, it guilty of a very high offence

feems, had been concerned in fome agalnit thofe laws, and which cai!-

illicit praftices, and they had re- ed loudly for an exemplary punii>i-

filled going into port for fear of ment ; the judgment therefore of
being prefled. the court was, that the two perfon*

This day the royal aiTent was be immediately taken into the

given to 42 public and private cutlody of the marflial of this

bills by commiflion. Among the court, and be by him condufled
former were the following : this day, at any hour that may be
A bill for feveral additional du- appointed, to the dwelling-houle

ties upon wines and vineg.ir. of Count de Welderen, with a la-—— for feveral additional dn- bel faftened to each of their brea'b,
ties on adveriifements, and receipts denoting their offence, and that
for legacies. they do then and there alk pardon

to proteft goods, &c. of of his excellency £br the crime by
the growth of the iflaiids of Grena- them committed. Tlie tradefman
ia and the Grenadine?, on board to be afterwards imprifoned fcr

[O] 2 three
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three months, and the flierifF's

officer to pay a fine of 30 1. and be

committed till he pay the Came,

, This day the following

^ ' decifion was made rcfpedt-

ing bankrupts, by the Earl of

Mansfield, which being materially

receflary to be knov/n to the prac-

tifers in the law, but more efpe-

cially to thofe who have concerns in

bankruptcy, we here give it to the

public. Mr. Ifaac, the plaintiff,

brought his aftion againft Mr.
Harrifon, the SherifFof Suffax, for

having returned a warrant, ' No>t

aft innjentus,* in an adion, Ifaac

againll Henwood, when in faft

the defendant Henwood had been

arrefted, but the officer had thought

proper not to hold his prifoner on

his having ben found a bankrupt,

2nd on his producing a fummons
from the commiffioners of bank-

juptcy, which he confidered as a

protedion from arrefts before the

day fixed for his final furrender,

which the fherifi^" on the above

trial made the ground of his de-

fence. The flieriff produced Mr.
Wells, the meflenger, to prove

the bankruptcy, and that Hen-
wood was in cuftody, fubfequent

to the fer vice of the commiffioners*

fummons. I,ord Mansfield de-

clared, that a comniiffion of bank-

ruptcy could not prevent the bank-

rupt from arreil any farther than

at the actual time of the bankrupt's

going tOj ftaying with, and com-
irg from the commiffioners, and

direfted the jury to find a verdift

for the plaintiff with full colts of

fuit, which they did accordingly.

Mr. Dunning and Mr. Morgan,
counfel for the plaintiff, the foli-

ciror-general for the defendant.

The feflSons at the Old
Bailey, which began the

isih.

preceding Wcdnefday, ended,
when four convicts received fen-

tence of death
; James Purfe, for a

rape on the perfon of Eliz. Mid-
winter; Wm. Edwards, for rob-

bing Wm, Randall on the high-

way, and brutally cutting off two
of his fingers; Jofeph Biley, for

Healing a cow ; and The. Hurn-
phrys, for robbing Wm. Biliany,

on the highway near Pancras. At
this feffions Albert Lowe was triad

for the murder of his wife, and
found guilty of manfiaughter ; to

whom the judge made a very mov-
ing fpeech, addreffed to the feel-

ings of the criminal, who had been

guilty, he faid, of the moft ag-

gravated inftance of manflaughter

he had ever remembered to come
before any court. He did not ar-

raign the jury for their verdid,

but he fentenced the prifoner to

12 months imprifonment in New-
gate, which doubles the ufual pu-
nifhment.

A man, who had been ,

taken at an E O tabic in " *

Guilford, and a pettifogger in the

law, were brought before Alder-

man Wooldridge at GuiiJhall, on
warrants granted in confequence
of bills of indictment being found
againft them the la.^ feffions at the

Old Bailey, for an alarming in-

ftance of villainy. The former

was charged with wilful and cor-

rupt perjury, committed by affida-

vit fworn to a debt of 1 100 1. be-

ing due to him from a wine mer-
chant at the weft end of the town,
whom he had never feen or dealt

with in any refpedl; and the other

was accufed with aflingasa willing

agent, in the character of an at-

torney, and iffuing the writ, not

in his own name, but that of ano-

ther man. The wine-merchant
related
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retated the following particulars:

viz. As a member of a fociety for

the prevention and punifhment of

frauds, he had been very aftive to

counieradl a plot formed to Avin-

die a French gentleman out of a

large fum of money, which did

not fucceed ; the parties who mif-

carried in this fcheme vowed re-

venge, and the firft Itep they took

was to endeavour to deftroy the re-

putation of the wine merchant by

an information at the Board of

Excife, for defrauding the reve-

nue to a confiderable amount;
but the commiflioners faw through

the iniquity of the bufinefs, and
flopt the profecution. Soon after

which, they put the iniquitous

fcheme in execution, the fwearing

the above falfe debt. They were
committed for trial, and the fo-

ciety are to profscute, that the ex^

pence may not fall upon an in-

jured individual.

. This day the revived
^ ' caufe (on a motion for a

new trial lalt term) between a

Jew dealer in lace, plaintiff, and
two Marfhalmen, Payne and Gates,

defendants, came on before the

Earl of Mansfield, at Guildhall.

The only quellion was, whether
the defendants were juftified in

apprehending tlie plaintiff on a

charge of felony, which, on ex-

amination before a magiftrate, was
difmiffed ? Lord Mansfield, in a
very clear and full manner, laid

down the law as lately fettled : his

lordfliip faid, that on the former
trial he had adhered to thedoflrine
ef many old books, and confider-

ed it neceffary for the juftification

pf a peace officer, that a felony

Ihould be committed to warrant
the appreherfion of a fuppofed fe-

lon : but K^on the motion for a

new trial, other authorities inclin-

ing to a different opinion were
quoted, and upon folemn delibera-

tion of the bench, it was agreed
that it was not abfolulely requi-

fite a felony fhould be committed.
His lordfhip adverted to the dan-
ger and inconvenience ef a con-
ftable being liable to actions, if

the charge fhould turn out to be
groundlefs ; and fhewed alfo how
the public would be affedled, pro-

vided a peace officer had no autho-

rity to fecure a man fufpe6led of

felony, and of whom he was re-

quired, at his peril, to lay bold as

a thief. A conltable's duty was
not to enquire, but to bring the

offender, or fuppofed criminal, be-
fore a magiftrace for him to ex-

amine. If the charge was defec-

tive, or malicious, the party had
a remedy again [l the perfon who
employed the officer. At the fame
time the condudl of the conftable

fhould be pure and incorrupt; he
fliould know of no preconcerted

plan of oppreffion ; it fhould be
• bona fide'' fair, honeft, and regu-

lar in every degree. The jury

were to review ihe behaviour of
the marlhalmen, and if there ap-

peared any thing like a job in it,

they had exceeded the line of their

authority, and were refponfible .

No fuch kind of conduit had been
imputed to them ; there was no
proof, nor any colour of evidence
to charge them with improper mo-
tives; however, if the jury thought
theyafted in the fmallell degree from
combination, and with a know-
ledge of the falfity of the fail, they
would give damage?, otherwife find

for them, which the jury did, and
gave only lol. iigaiiift the princi-

pal who made ihe charge.

[O] ? i6th. This
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This day the royal affent,

by virtue of a commillion

from his majeliy, was given to

the m lit bill, the recruiting bill,

the Plymouth dock bill, and fe-

verKl other public and private

bilk.-

Yellerday the fuit brought by

the Rev. Mr. Sellon, Minilter of

St. James, Clerkenwell, againft

the Rev. Mr. Haweis, Redor of

Aldwinkle, in Northamptonfhire,

and Chaplain to the Right Hon.

the Ccuntefs of Huntingdon, for

reading prayers, and preaching in

the Pantheon Chapel, in Clerken-

well, commonly called Northamp-

ton Chapel, or Lady Hunting-

don's Chapel, was determined in

favour of Mr. Sellon. Several

dcpofilions were read, proving, on

one fide, that the chapel w:ts a

very large buildiug, fufficient to

liold between two and three thou-

fand perfons ; that fifteen hundred,

or two thoufand, often refortcd to

3c ; that it had doors open to the

ilrcet ; that tickets for admiffion

to it, had been purcbafed of the

Rev. Mr. Taylor; and that Mr,

Sellon was greatly injured by it

in the profits of his living. On
the other fidc-r^That the Countefs

of Huntingdon had taken a leafe

of the houl'e and premifes ; that

the chapel was her family chapel
j

and that Mr. Haweis was chaplain

to her'bdyfhip, r;nd officiated in the

faid chapel only in that capacity.

A depoiition given by the Rev.

Mr. Taylor, u-ns read, declaring,

that he never fold any tickets, fo.r

jidmifiion into the chapel, but that

v/hcn any perfons fubfcribed any

funi for tile chapel, he gave them

tickets for adinillion, gratis. -r-

The right of peers, and their chap-

lains, with rci'ped to the point

in queftion, was fully argued ; and

the judge, after having entered

into the full merits of the cafe,

and pointed out the rule of right,

with great precifion, palfed fen-

tence upon Mr. Haweis, admo-
nifhing him for his fault, forbid-

ding him to preach in the parifh

of Clerkenwell for the future, and
condemning him to paycofts.

The grofs produce of the tolls

at Black-friars-bridge, from Mi^
chaelmas, 1775, to Michaelmas,

1779, amounts to 26,^67!. 13s.

6d.§-. The lofs upon "bad gold,

filver, and copper, amounts to

2058J. i?s. 3d. And the falaries

to tolhneil and watchmen^ and

other incidental expeuces in that

fpate, amount to no lefs than

3,8161. 16s. 5d.

Died, at Hanflet, near Leeds,

Jcrfiiua Simpfon, Efq; aged 104.

At Wellhill Farm in Hamp-
(liire, Mr. Thomas Dickens, aged

105. His wife died laft year aged

98.
At Mortlake, Mrs. Bullock,

aged loi.

Robert Walfingham, Efq; aged

99.
Sir Anthony Buchanan, Bart,

aged gb.

J

This day

U N E.

Mr. Lee moved
I ft.

the Court of King's Bench,

at the inftance of Edniund
'Burke, Efq; for a rule, oblig-

ing the reputed editor of a

morning paper to fnew caufe,

why an information fhould not be

filed againil him, for having fuf-

fered to be pi:blifiied in the paper

alluded to, a paragraph on the 13th

of April Jaft^ and anorher parar

graph
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graph on the l4^h of the fame

month, each grofsly refleding on

Mr. Burke, for the pare he had

taken in the Houfe of Commons
rc-fpefting the unfortunate wretch

who loll his life in the pillory, at

St. Margaret's Hill, Southwark,

on Tuefday the nth of April.

The rule was granted.

, The report was made to
* his majefty of the convifts

under fentence of death in New-
gate, who were convifted in April

feflion, when the following were

ordered for execution on Thurfday
next, viz. James Early, John
Carr, and John Sparrow.

The following were refpited

during his majefty's pleafure

:

Thomas Williams, alias Charles

Calloway, Francis Thompfon, and
Sufannah Flood.

This day the petition of the

Proteftant Aflbciation was prefent-

ed to parliament ; and in the even-
ing the dreadful riots and confla-

grations commenced, which con-
tinued, without intermilHon, to

the 8ih. See a particular account
in the Appendix.

f
y A few days ago was de-

cided a matter in the Court
of King's Bench, which had been
referred from the aflizes held in

March laft in Maidftone, as a

point of law to the confideration

of the judges. I: was refpeding
the horfes employed on a contrail

with the Hon. Board of Ordnance
for the fervice of the Royal Ar-
tillery, whether from the llipulat-

cd condition of that contraft,

which is, that the horfes, conduc-
tors, and drivers fo employed,
while in aftual fervice, (hall be
received by the inn-keepers by
billet upon their march or duty,
and accommod.ited with quarters

at and after the rate of dragoons

and their horfes ; the Mutiny Aft,

as it Hands, has made ample pro-

vifion for fuch horfes, &c. to be
quartered upon the public: when,
after a thorough difcuffion of th«

contract, and the principles upoa
which it is framed, the judges
were pleafed to declare, that the

horfes, &c. while employed upon
the public fervice, are fubjeft to

the regulations and accommoda-
tions in general with the army,

and comprehended in the 78th ar-

ticle of the Mutiny Bill, and iSth,

fec^ion of the articles of war.

A mefl'age was fent from g ,

his majcfty to each of the 12

judges, offering them the protec-

tion of the military ; to which

judge Gould returned the following'

anfwer :
'* That he had grown old

under the proteflion of the Eng-
lifh laws ; that he was perfuaded,

however fomc perfons might be

milled, the people in general

loved and refpefted the laws ;

and fo great was his own attach-

ment to them, that he would ra-

ther die under thofe, than live

under the protedlion of any other

laws."

The Earl of Surry and ,

Sir Thomas Gafcoigne read ^

their recantation from the errors

of the Church of Rome, before

the Archbifhop of Canterbury,

laft Sunday, and received the fa-

cramenr ; and have taken the oaths

before Mr. Baron Hotham. His
lordlhip is candidate for Carlifle,

and Sir Thomas for Beverley, in

Yorkfliire.

This day judgment was ,

moved for in the Court of

King's Bench again It the perfon

concerned in obltruding the work-

men employed by the city of

London in making a horfc towing

path at Richmond, ^oine objcc-

[0] 4 tions
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tions were made in point of law to

the indiftment, and over-ruled by
the unanimous opinion of the

court, which fet the right of the

corporation to improve the navi-

gation of the river in the clearell

Jight ; for the court faid, that the

city was authoriz,ed by adl of par-

Jiament to complete the naviga-
tion by all v.ays and means in

their difcretion ; but as tlie city

of London meant merely to eila-

blifh their right, and not to iniiil

pn exemplary punifhment, a nomi-
nal fine only was inflifted of (5s. 8d.

1 Dr. John P.-irfons wa-;,

•^ ' in full convocation, unani-

itioafly elefled Clinical ProfelTor

to the Radcliffe Infirmary at Ox-
ford. At the fame time, was
lead a letter from Sir Roger New-
digate, dated the firli inlTant, fig-

nifying his intention of declining

to be the reprefentative of thac

learned body, at the end of the

prefent parliament.

The Clinical ProfeiTorfhip in

that Univerfity, was founded by
the late Chancellor, the Earl of

Litchfield, for which purpofe that

nobleman devifed his hnufe and
furniture in Kill-ftreet, Berkeley-

fquare, to be difppfed of after the

death of the late Coantefs Dow-
ager of Litchfield ; the fame was
Jately fold, and produced 4256 I.

8 f. Z d. clear of all deductions;

this fum, veiled in the three per

cent, confol. purchafed 7079 1. 8 s.

4d. ftock, the intereft whereof

amounts annu^ily to 212I. 10s.

V This day their Royal
^^ '' Highnefles the Dukes of

Glouceiler and Cumberland wen:

to court, for the iirit time iince

their refpedtive marriages.

This day the foreign miniflers,

xeliJent at the Court of Lcndcn,

had private audiences refpeflively

cf his Royal Highncfs the Duke
of Cumberland, in confequence

of his late reconciliation at court.

At the fijme time moft of the no-

bility and perfons of diftinftion in

town attended to pay their com-
pliments on this occafion.

Came on in the Court of ,

22a
Ring's Bench, Weftmin-
iler, before Mr. Juilice Buller

and a Special Jury, the trial be-

tween the Duke of Richmond and
the Pvcv. Mr. Bate, as editor of a

morning paper, on an informatioa

filed againft the latter, for being

accelT.iry to the publication cf

certain queries addiefTed to his

grace in that paper of the 25 th of

Feb. laft. The evidence adduced
in favour of the profecution were

the printer of the faid paper (who
was iirft profecuted for the faid

offence) and the publilher of it.

The former fwore that the author

of the queries was a perfon of Ply-

mouth, whofe hand-writing he

well knew ; but that he verily be-

lieved he received the fame through

the hands of the editor. The
publlfher fpoke only to his re-

ceiving that letter by the poft,

from his friend at Plymouth, and

finding it was for the faid morn-
ing paper, he laid it upon the

de&, but never faw it afterwards.

The judge having fummed up the

evidence, and left it with the jury

to determine what weight the

printer's evidence ought to have

with them, circumftanccd as he

was, they withdrew for about a

quarter of an Iiour, when return-

ing into court, they found a ver-

dict againft the defendant.

On Thurfday the city re- --.,

t- -J i\/t 26lh.
membrancer waited on Mr.
Juflice Gould at his houfe ia

LiriCGlii'v-
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Lincoln's -inn- fields, with the

thanks of the common council,

when we hear the learned Judge
declirved accepting the freedom,

which was voted him in a gold

box.

, On Saturday a caufe
^9^"' was tried in the Court of

Common Pleas in London, be-

fore Lord Loughborough, and a

fpecial jury of merchants, in

which Samuel Lloyd, an eminent

tea - dealer, was plaintiiF, and

Thomas Cooper, a furveycr-ge-

neral of the excife, defendant.

The a<Slion was for fcandalous and

defamatory words fpoken by the

defendant of the plaintiff, by
means of which the plaintiff was

injured in his characler and credit,

and many perfons who had been

in the habit of dealing with him,

refufed to do fo any longer. The
cafe on the part of the plaintiff

was moft clearly ellablifhed, and
the learned judge, in his charge

to the jury, was very pointedly

fevere on the defendant, whofe
offence, he faid, was much ag-

gravated by his fituation as a re-

venue officer, having in that ca-

pacity a greater opportunity of
prejudicing the reputations of
thofe tradefmen with whofe affairs

his office made him more parti-

cularly acquainted. His lordlhip

further added, that independent
of the damages to be given by the

jury to the plaintiff, the com-
milTioners of excife ought to be
intormed of the defendant's con-
duft, with a view of paffmg their

cenfure upon it likewife.

The jury, without hefitation,

gave a verdift for the plaintiff,

with 500 1. damages, and cofts of
fuir.

Oxford, Jung I. This afternoon

we had moft tremendous and re-

peated claps of thunder, ac>.on;i-

panied with vivid flafiies of light-
ning

; and about fix in the even-
ing a ball of fire ftruck the ou'lide
cf the chimney of Mr. Meredith,
cutler, of St. Clement's, in the
fuburbs of this city, where having
forced through the wall, it en-
tered into the upper room, fhivered
the partition of the llair-cafe,

broke the maid's box, and did
other damages; from thence de-
fcending to th^- one-pair-of- Hairs,
in a room where Mn. Meredith
fat at work, it totally deftroyed
the chimney-piece ; and the glafs

over it was reduced to powder,
and fcattc.-ed about the room like
fand ; feveral glazed prints were
likewife broke and difperfed about
the room ; a mahogany cheft of
drawers was penetrated as if it had
been fired at with fmall {hot; it

alfo forced the cafement of the
window confiderably outward.
From hence paffing down to the
kitchen, upon the giound floor,

where the maid-fervant was pre-
paring for tea, fhe was Itruck to
the ground, and received feveral

fcratches upon the fide of her face ;

whilft a little girl in the fanje

room providentially received no
hurt; though a wooden frame
round the fire - place was torn
away, the china broke, the fpits,

candlefticks, flat-irons, &:c. fcat-

tered abcur, and a copper coffee-

pot, a fkiminer, a bell-metal mor-
tar, and divers other things, wers
partially melted. From hence,
the door of this room, as well as

that of the (hop, being open, it

pafied into the ftreet without meet-
ing with any other obllrudions ;

and its further progrefs could not

be afcertainpd.

Certain
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Certain advice is received from
Macao, a fettlement of the Por-

toguefe in the river Canton, of

the arrival of the Refolution and
J)ifcovery in great diftrefs, and in

want of provifions. Upon the

death of capt. Cook, capt. Clerke

fucceeded to the command of the

two ihips, and lieut. Gere to be

capcain of the Difcovery ; btit on

the death of capt, Clerke, lieut.

^in^ fucceeded to his place.

Rev. Mr. J. H. Wafer, for-

merly minifier of the church cf

Zurich in Switzerland, was be-

headed for having ordered fome
treafonable pieces to be inferted

in the political correfpondence of

M. ScholfFer of Gottingen, and

for having withheld a document
of the 15th century, belonging to

the public archives, after being

demanded by the town fecretary.

Died, At Tynmouth, Cum-
berland, D. Bennet, aged 107.

At Green-ftreet, Be;kf, Mr.
Jofif.b Morril, a lieutenant in

quetn Ann's war?, aged 100,

within tv^o days.

At Morton, Mr. John Mullet,

aged J 03.

Thomas Hutchinfon, Efq; for-

merly governor of Maffachufett's

Bay.

JULY.
By virtue of a commif-

lion from his majelly, the

roval affent was given to the fol-

lowing bills, ScC.

The bill for veiling in the Eaft-

Iixdia Company their territorial

acquifitions in India. The bill

to prevent the carrying copper in

iheets, coaftways, kc. The polt-

3d.

horfe aft amendment bill. The
ftarch duty bill. The finking-

fund bill. The bill to extend

and encourage the Greenland fifh-

ery. The bill for granting to

his majefty one million on a vote

of credit. The bill relative to the

drawback on the duty on coffee.

The bill for appointing commif-
iioners to infpedl the public ac-

councs. The bill for granting a
reward to perfons difcovering the

longitude. And feveral inclofure

znd private bills.

Was tried before the ,,

Right Honourable Earl ^

Mansfield and a fpecial jury, a

caufc wherein Mr. Schreiber, a

merchant, was piaintiiF, and Mrs.
Frazer, widow cf the late Gen*
Frazer, who died at Saratoga,

defendanr. The adion was brought

for damages on a breach of pro-

mlfe of marriage.—Mr. Dunning
opened for the plaintiff, and

brought witnefles to prove the

promiles. The firft and prin-

cipal was the plaintiff's fon ; who
depofed, that the lady had ac-

knowledged to him her having

confented to marry his father. A
man fervant depofed, that his

millrefs had engaged him to go

abroad with her to Germany, in

cafe of the marriage taking place.

Mr. Chriltie was brought lo prove

that the plaintiff bought a houfe

in Portland-fquare or Portland-

place, at the price of 4100I. and

on account of the marriage not

taking place, had fold it again

for 36001.—A horfe-dealer proved

he had bought four horfes, at

thirty-five guineas each, and fold

them again all four at feventy-

four guineas. A coach - maker
proved he had bought two car-

riages for 200 1. A taylor proved

making

5
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jnaking a fult of livery, on account

of the promifed marriage.

Mr. Solicitor General pleaded,

that his client had no objeftion to

the perfon, charafter, or fortune

of the plaintiff, who is certainly

a very refpeftable wealthy mer-

chant, and in every refpeft a

very advantageous match for her;

that in the courfe of the treaty.

Hie began to think Mr. Schreiber's

temper and her's, perhaps none
of the beft, might not agree ; in

that cafe the match would render

both parties extremely unhappy,

for which reafon (he thought beft

to retraft, though evidently to

her own lofs and difadvantage,

his fortune being far fuperior to

her's. Her late hulband had alfo

in a dream cautioned her againft

this new engagement.—He fur-

ther obferved, that no attempt
had been made to prove his client

a woman of fortune; therefore it

was much below the plaintiff to

want to take from her fmall pit-

tance, and add to his own great

abundance. Here he was flopped

by Mr. Dunning, who adduced
proof that the lady's fortune here,

in the Eaft Indies, and America,
amounted to 24,000). or upwards.

Mr. Solicitor-General replied,

that the fortune in England might
be afcertained, but that abroad
could not ; but with regard to

foitune, his client had fuftered

molt by breaking off the match,
for (he was 10 have her own fortune
at her own difpofal, 300 1- a year
pin-money, 10,oool. fettled upon
her, and the houfe at Forty-Hill,
Enfield, or at her option 5000 1,

inftead of it, in all 15,0001. in

cafe of her furvival.

Lord Mansfield, in fumming up

the evidence, obferved, that the
promife of marriage was proved ;

that certainly each party engaged
to marry has a right to retraft at

any time previous to the cere-
mony, and even before the prieft,

if they apprehended unhappineCs
to be the event; but it was under
this circumltance, that the party
retracing, if able, fhould make
good the damages fuftained by the
other, through the treaty :—the
plaintiff had proved fome da-
mages—rit was for the jury to

affcfs the quantum.
The jury, after a confultation

of a few minutes, gave a verditt

of 600 1. damages, with cofts,

A court of common - ,

council was held at Guild- *

hall, when a motion was made
by Mr. Parlih, and feconded by
Mr. Powell, that an humble ad-
drefs b<? prefented to his majefty,

expreiTing the grateful thanks of
this court for his majefty's care

and attention to the citizens of
London, in granting them fuch
aid as became necefiury to fubdue
the late dangerous riots, they

being too formidable for the con-
troul of the civil authority ; which
occafioned very long and great

debates. The principal fpep.kers

were, the aldermen Townfend,
Wilkes, Newnham, and Wool-
dridge; Mr. deputy Lceky, Mr.
Dornford, Mr. Hurford, Mr.
Merry, Mr. Thorpe, Mr. Sharpe,
and deputy Judd, The previous

quelllon was put, whether i .e

above queflion fhould be put,

which was carried in the negative;

but it appeared upon a diviiion,

that four alderman and 61 com-
moners were for putting the quef-

tion, and four aldermen .na 56
commoners
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conjmoners againft it j therefore

the queftion to addrefs was put,

and carried in the affirmative.

A fev/ days ago the long de-

pending canfe of Mifs Butterfield

was finally determined in Doflor's

Ccmmons, when the will made by

the late William Scawen, Efq;

while he was at Mr- Sanxay's,

was ellablifhed, and all former

wills in her favour were fet afide.

Thisdecifion was founded in thefe

principles : that when the de-

ceafed made the will in queftion,

he was in his perfeft fenfes, and

lad time enough to deliberate on

the merits of Mifs Butterfield

before his death, or even before

he annexed the codicil, by which

he cancelled all bis former wills

;

and that the laft will was properly

iigned and attefted. The judge,

before he pronounced this decree,

ftated the evidence with great per-

fpicuity and candour, and beftow-

ed many encomiums on the cha-

xafter and conduft of Mifs Butter-

field, but obferved, that ic was

not his bufmefs to fay what Mr.

Scawen ought to have done, but

what he atlual!/ did, and what

the law requires when a will is

executed in proper form.

His majefty's fret pardon
^^ hath been granted to James

Purfe, a convidt of May (eflion,

under fentence of death ; he was

difcharged by the perfons who

broke open and demolilhed New-

gate, but furrendered himfelf

again into the cufiody of Mr.

Akerman.
There were eighty-five perfons

tried for riots at the Old-Bailey,

of whom thirty-five were capitally

convicled, feven convided of fin-

gie felony, and forty-three ac-

quitted.— At the commiflion at

St. Margaret's -Hill, fifty were

tried for riots, of whom twenty-

four were capitally convifled, and
twenty-fix acquitted. So that on

the whole one hundred and thirty-

five have been tried, and fifty-

nine of them convifted.

A court of aldermen was „^i

held at Guildhall, when 21

aldermen were prefent. The court

refolved, that as the executions

have paffed with perfe>fl peace and
quiet, and there being no ap-

pearance of any riots within this

city, no further allowance be

made to the troops by this city

after Saturday next. One very

forcible rcafon ofFe.-ed to prove

the neceffity of a compliance with

this motion, was, that the average

expence of maintaining the fol-

diers, and providing a table for

the ofncers, is icol. a day; and
that the bills already drawn on
the chaniber,_ exceed 4000!.

At a meeting of the corporation

of York at the Guildhall of that

city, a motion was made to ad-

drefs his majefty on the taking of

Charles - Town, and the fup-

preffion of the late riots, which

was carried, and an addrefs drawn

up ,• 'but on hearing the fame

read, it was, on a divifion, dif-

approved, 28 to 19.

Some few weeks ago, the pofl-

boy bringing the mail from Ste-

venage to Welwyn in Hertford-

fhire, was robbed by a man on

foot, who at firil was thought to

be a farmer in that neighbour-

hood, whofe cafe was fomewhat

fingular. Soon after the robbery

was committed, not being con-

verfant in bank-notes, he had

joined the half of one note of lol.

to the half of another of 20 1, and

had paid the fame to a tradefman
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in Hertford. This being brought

to the bank for payment, caufed

a fnfpicion, and, on enquiry, the

faft was eafily traced to the tar-

mer, who, being under no fear

of danger, was taken out of his

bed without refilUnce, and carried

to Hertford gaol for trial.

^ , At Oxford alTizes, a
^^ ' caufe was tried between

the city and univerfity; the quef-

tion was. Whether a tradefman,

iiviiag in the city, but matricu-

lated by the univerfity, was liable

to ferve the office of conllable?

which was determined in the

affirmative ; but the univerfity, it

is faid, intend to carry the final

decifion into Weftminfter-Hall.

^ , It was decided by Lord
* * Chief Earon Skynner, at

Bedford, that evidence which de-

clarcs the aiTertions of a perfon

fince dead, cannot be admitted in

point of law, notwithftanding that

perfon did not die till a year and

a half after the tranfadion, and
the a<flion at law would not have

been brought, had that witnefs

been alive.

Died, At Leeds, Yorklhire, Mr.
Wheatiey, clothier, aged io6.

At Ditchiey, Suflex, Mr. iHiac

Shermnn, aged 97.
In ihe county of Lruth, Irehnd,

Mr. Gcrnon, aged i2v
In South Wales, Mr. D. War-

fam, aged 109.

At Frampton, Hints Mr. Rob.
Pcing, aged 103.
Thomas Ellis, fhoemakcr, apfd

IC4.

At Burton, Hnnf'. John Ben-
net, eiq. near !oo years old. He
was page 10 queen Anne, at the
beginning of her reign.

Samuel Mufgrave, M.D.F.R.S,
4p4 formerly of Ci-;^)us Ciuifti

College, Oxon, well known to the
public by his examination before
the Houfe of Commons, relative
to the peace of 1762 ; and to the
learned, by his notes and col-
ledtions on Euripides, which the
univer.Qty purchafed, it is faid,
for 200I. and have inferted in the
fplendid edition of that poet, iri

four vols. 4°, 177S. He alfo

publifhed many medical trails.

AUGUST.
Abraham Darnford and ,

. William Newton were ex. 5'"*

amined before the fitting alder-
man at Guildhall, being charged
by William Warts, clerk to Meflrs,
Smith, Wright and Gray, bankers,
with robbing and attempting to
murder him. It appeared on th^ir

examination, that one of the men
had lodged an accepted bill at the
banking - houfe, to be received
when due, and the money to be
remitted into the country, accord-
ing to direftion. As this pre-
tended bill was direcled to* an
empty houfe, and had feveral

days to run, the villains in the
mean time applied to the perfons
who had the letting of the houfe,
to take it, had taken it, and got
the key, under pretence of getting
the houfe cleaned. The landlord
being made acquainted with the
halle his new tenants were in to
take pofi"effion, and not very well
liking their defcription, defired
the miftrefs of the pubiic-houfe,
on the cppofite fide of the way,
to have an eye to their proceed-
ings. Accordingly, on the day
when the bill became due, fhe

obferved tno men enter the houfe,
and open the parlour windoyvs,-

•and prefer. :iy af:e;, a third man
came
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came and knocked at the door,

was let in, and the door ftiut.

Attending to fee the event, fhe

thought {he heard an uncommon
noife, and ftepping over the way,
and liftening, was flruck with the

found of murder, pronounced in a

hoarfe faint voice, fucceeded by a

kind of groaning, which very

much alarmed her ; and looking

through the key-hole, fhe faw two

nen dragging the third down the

cellar flairs, on which fhe cried

out violently they^re murdering a

man, knocked hard at the door,

«nd begged the people in the itreet

to break it open ; but none would
interfere. Being enraged at their

brutality, (he burft open the win-

dow herfelf, and v/as entering,

when one of the villains opened

the door, and was running oft";

but on the cry of " Stop thief,"

he was inftantly taken, and the

Other file feized by the throat her-

felf, and dragged him to her own
houfe, by which this horrid con-

trivance was brought to light.

They had robbed the poor man of

his pocket-book, and had nearly

throttled him to flop his noife,

till they had got him into the

back cellar, where they certainly

defigned to have murdered him,

had not the woman by her forti-

tude providentially interpofed to

lave his life.

J I
The clerk to the bank-

' ing - houfe in Lombard-
fireet was again examined before

the lord mayor, with regard to

the attempt of a robbery, and the

manner of his treatment whilft in

the houfe in Water-lane, Black-

friars ; but he refufed to take an

oath, being a quaker. The lord

mayor ufed nsany arguments to

induce him to do It, but in vain,

whereupon his lordlhip bound him
over to profecute Darn ford and
Newton at the next feffion at the

Old-Bailey. If the evidence of
Mrs. Bouchier and her afliftauts

do not bring the faifl home to

them, it is feared the twooifendera

will efcape.

At the afllzes for the county of
Lincoln was tried a caufe between
the hon. John Manners and al-

derman Sanfer, for pulling down
the market-crofs at Grantham,
and converting the fame to his

own ufe. It appeared that this

crofs had flood beyond memory,
and vv'as claimed as part of the

manor of Grantham by the plain-

tiff. The defendant fet up his

right to take it down by a pre-

tended grant from Charles I. or 11,

which gave to the corporation a
market and three fairs; but the

jury, which was fpecial, found for

the plaintiff", with 40I. damages.

A mofl dreadful ftorm . ,

of thunder and lightning ' '

killed a man making hay near

Swanfea in Glamorganfhire, and
fet lire to the hay on which he
was found. The fwivel of his

watch was melted, and a round
hole made in the outer cafe, which
fixed it to the inner cafe, but no
mark appeared on his body, and
only a black fpot on his ftiirt,

near to the hole made in his

watch.

On the fame day a horfe and
18 flieep were ftruck dead near

Ufk, in Monmouthfhire. They
had all got together under a pear-

tree, to avoid the violence of the

tempeft. Two horfes were alfo

killed by the lightning in a ftable

near Pontypool.
Ac
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At the court at St. James*?, the

1 8th of Auguft, 1780, prefent,

the king's moll excellent ma-
jelly in council.

His majefty in council was this

day pleafed to order, that the

parliament, which Hands pro-

rogued to Thurfday, the 24.th of

this inftant, Augull, iTioald be

further prorogued to Thurfday

the 28th day of September next.

, About fix o'cJock in the
^^^ ' afternoon, as the phaeton

of—— Manners, Efq; Con of lord

W. Manners, was flanding in Ar-
lington-ftreet, St. James's, the

horfes fuddcnly took fright, and
ran into Piccadilly at a furious

rate, and threw down a man who
had a child in his afms. Both the

man and child were greatly

bruifed ; but it unfortunately

happened that the man had a

bottle of aqua-fortis in his hand :

the bottle was broke in the fall,

and great part of the liquid pour-

ing upon the child, occafioned a

mod (hocking and terrible fcene

of mifery and diftrefs ; nor had
the man much better fortun?.

The cloaths of both were on fire,

their bodies moft horridly burnt,

fwelled, and their eyes clofed up,

Sic. The cries of ti,e child weie
truly pitiable. At length their

cloaths were ci:t off (for they could
not otherwife be got off), and
they were put into linen furrjilhed

by the neigKbour?, and carried to

St. George's Hofpital, wlihout
hopes of their recovery.

2Q.J,
Came on at the Guild-

^'
* hall of the city of BrilUl,

before judice Narei and a fpeci.d

jury, the tnal between Mr C^ton,
plaintiff, and a captain and lieu-

tenant in the imprcfs fervicc Je-

fendants, en an aftion for illegally

impreffing and imprifoning the
plaintiff in July 1779, behaving
at no time afted in any other ca-
pacity than as owner or mailer of
a veflel at fea ; when the jury
gave a verdi£l in his favour with
50I. damages. The damages were
laid at 5C00I.

Lately was prefented to the lord

mayor of York, by his Grace the

Duke of Portland, a clufter of Sy-
rian grapes, the largeft, it is fup-

pofed, that ever grew in England.
Its girt round was five feet ^line

inches, and its weight 11 pounds
10 ounces.

A fhocking murder was com-
mitted at Hilton, near Chrift-

Chiirch, Hauts, by a gang of
fmugglers, who went to the houfe

cf Mr. John Euffey, ofiicer of
cufloms, called him up, and frac-

tured his fkull in fuch a manner
that feven pieces were taken from
it. He lived in great agony till

the 27th, when he expired.

Cambridge, Augufl iS. On Mon-
day laft, Anne Jeffrey and Mary
Wells, two poor women belonging

to Cambridge, who had been ia

the fields to glean, were found by
the road fide in a kind cf iiupor,

by a gentleman who was returning

heme. On enquiry, it appeared

they had been ignorantly eating

the berries of the deadly night-

fhadc. The gentleman very hu.
manely brought rhe poor women
to Mr. Hoffman, chymift, on the

Peafe-hill, who immediately ap-

plied proper remedies, and both,

the women are now perfeifily re»

covered.

Many inftances might be givea

of the fatal cffeCls of this plane.

Two jourg Englifh gentlemen,

uavelling
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travelling in France, and being

thirrty, were tempted by the in-

viting appearance of the berry, of
which they imprudently eat, which
brought on an immediate ftupor,

and occafioned their death. Two
iludents in the botanic garden at

Leyden alfo eat of the berries of

the nightibade ; one of them died

the next day, the other with great

difficulty was recovered. About
ievcn years ago, a labourer who
was at work in Trinity-College,

ignorantly eat a plant of the night-

Ihade by way of fallad, but for-

tunately applied to Mr. Hoffman,
by whom he was cured. The
method of cure, recommended by
Mr, Hoffman, is to give a vomit

as foon as pofTible, then to drink

vinegar or lemon juice, about a

pint diluted in an equal quantity

of water, in the courfe of the day,

and to walk the patient about to

prevent fleep, which would be

fatal. For the information of our

readers, we add a botanical de-

fcriptlon of the plant.

Belladonna, deadly nightfhade,

or dwale : flem ereft, forked,

branched, three or four feet high ;

leaves oval, entire, large, hairy,

foft, pointed; flowers dead pur-

ple, numerous, on pedicles from

the alas of the le<ives, fingle

;

fruit, when ripe, a large black

gloffy berry ; it grows in woods,

hedges, &c. and is ripe in June,

July, and AugulK The Italians

give the name of Belladonna to

this plant, becaufe the ladies in

Italy .make ufe of a water diiHIIed

from the nightfhade as a cofmetic ;

and the miniature painters prepare

from the fruit a moll beautiful

green colour.

Soon after the accident above-

mentioned, five foldiers belonging

to the SufTex regiment of militia,

quartered near Dorking, Surry,

were violently affedcd by eating

of the berries of the nightfhade;

but fortunately, after fix or eight

days illnefs, were all recovered,

Polafid, Auguft 7. We have re-

ceived affeding accounts from
Auftrian IVIoldavia, that the lo-

cufls, which appeared in autuma
laft in the diflriilil of Herza in that

province, having then depofited

their eggs, they now appear in a
thoufand times greater number
than lafl year, and are two inches
long ; they are divided into three

formidable armies ; the firft ex-
tends feven leagues in length, and
nine in breadth, from Herza to

Potufhan ; the fecond extends

from Roman to the Danube, which
is about eight leagues ; and the

third from Jafly to BefTarabia

:

they have dellroyed all the grafs,

fruit, and even leaves of the fo-

reft trees, but have not yet touched
the vinci or the wheat ; they ar«

as yet too young to fly, and if,

when they rife, the wind fets to-

wards Aultrian Moldavia, that

fine country will be ruined.

Leghorn, Augiifi 12. We hear
from Rome, that they had a
lullrum (or a numbering of ths

people) there en the 24th of June,
V\ht.:i it appeared there were in

that city 155,184 inhabitants; of
whom were 36,485 houfe-keepers.

In this number were included

3847 monks, 2827 fecular priells,

1910 nuns, 1065 Itudents, J470
alms-houfe poor, 7 negroes, and
52 perfons not Romans. The
numbers born from June 24, 1779,
to June 24, 1780, were 5228, and
the burials 7181.

Paris, Augujl 21. The king,

ever attentive to give his fubjects

freih

I



CHRONICLE. tiis

rredi proofs of his love and equi-

ty, would have his name-day,

Aiigufl 25, marked by an adl of

benevolence to his people. In

confequence, his majelly, of his

own proper motion, has aboliflied

on that day, la qucjilon prelimi-

naire, (the torture) which, ac-

cording to a barbarous cuftom,

preferved fince the ages of igno-

rance, criminals were put to, a

moment before their execution.

The edift, ordaining that abo-

lition, will foon appear, and the

fovereign courts, who have long
lamented that cuftom, though
obliged to put it in execution,

will receive the new law with
rapture.

Peterjburg, Aiigujl 26. This
evening, at about eight o'clock,

this city was terribly alarmed by a

dreadful fire breaking out in the

hemp magazine, which raged with

fuch violence, that it was not only
impoflible to flop its burning down
the warehoufe, but even its com-
municating to feveral vefTels that

were loaded and loading with
hemp, flax, oil, and cordage,

which, being all combullible

goods, made the conflagration

\(:y\' tremendous ; and had not

the flames taken another direction,

the whole quarter of Walily-
Ollrow muft have been burnt.

The fire, however, communicated
to a magazine which was furround-
ed with water, and contained great

part of the lull crop of tobacco
which grew in the Ukraine. The
fire burnt three days, and the da-
.mage done by it is reckoned at

two millions of roubles ; the num-
ber of people who have lolt their

lives is not yet known, but from
various circumftances it is not
doubted but it mull be very
great.

\\a. xxiir.

Died, At SImanfton, Mrs,
Suf. Evifon, aged loS.
At Liveipool, Mr. W. Ellis,

aged 130 years and 6 months.
At his feat at Antermonie, Johtt

Bell, Efq; who in 1715, 1716,
1717, 1718, accompanied, as

phyfician and furgeon, Peter the
Great's embafTy to Perfia, and
in 1719, 1720, 1721, that to

China, of which he publifhed a

particular account in 2 vol?. 4to.

Glafgow, 1762, fince reprinted

in 2 vols. i2mo.
Sir John Jefferfon, Knt. aged

At Epping, Mr. Ed. Brinton,
aged 102.

AtBlackwall, Capt. T. Welch,
aged 98.
W. Raymond, Efq; aged 96.
At his houfe in Piccadilly, R.

Hutchinfon, Efq; aged 97.
At Plaiftow, Capt. W. Mon-

tague, aged 97.
Rev. Mr. Richard Dillon, Iat«

of the Roman Catholic chapel ia

Moorfields, where he had refided

for 36 years, till it was deftroyed

by the mob in the late riots ; ac

the fame time his houfe having
been totally pulled down, his

books and houT^hold furniture

burnt, without even a bed being
left for him to lie on ; the fiiock

he received from fuch barbarous
treatment deeply afte^ed his health

and fpirits, and is fuppofcd to

have hafiiened his death. He was
a younger bro:h?r of the ancient

family of Preudilon, in the county
of Meath, in Ireland ; and his

character was univerlally refpcc^ed

and efteemed by a numerous ac-

quaintance.

Of convuliions In the ftomnch,

occ; fioned by eating muihrooma
Itewed in a bell-metal fauctpan,

Ch. Mailland, Efq; of Raynham.
\P\ i3'E P.



226] ANNUAL REGISTER, 1780.

SEPTEMBER.
n A proclamation was ifTued

by the king in council, for

diffoiving the prefent parliament,

and declaring; the calling of ano-

ther ; the wri^s for which to bear

date on Saturday the 2d day of

this inftant Sfpt«iniber, and to be

returnable oii Tuefday the 3 ifl; day

of Odlober following.

, This day there was a
' numerous meeting, in the

portico of Covent Garden church,

in order to elect two proper per-

fons to reprefent the city of Wefl-

niinfler in the enfuing parliament,

when the Right Hon. Lord Lin-

coln, Sir George Brydges Rodney,
hart, and the Hon. Charles Eox,

were put in nomination as candi-

dates. The majority of hands be-

ing declared in favour of Lord
Lincoln and Sir George Rodney,
a poll was demanded for Mr. Fox.

g , A court of huftings was
^^'^-

held at Guildhall, for the

eleflion of four members to repre-

fent this city in the enfuing parlia-

ment.
Upon thefeparate fhew of hands,

the fherifFs declared the eledtion

to have fallen upon Aldermen
Hayley, Bull, Sawbridge, and
Newnham.

Mr. Alderman Townfend de-

clined any contell; but the friends

of Aldermen Kirkman and Clarke
demanded polls, which commenc-
ed at four o'clock.

, A county court was held
^^ ' at Brentford, for the elec-

tion of two members to reprefent

the county of Middlefex in the en»
fuing parliament.

About eleven o'clock the under
fherifF opened the bufinefs upon a
tcmporc.ry huilings built for that

purpofe; and after reading the

writ, and the ads of parliament

refpeding the mode of eledlion,

John Wilues and George Byng,
Efqrs. were propofrd as candidates

by Mr. Scott and Mr. Taylor ; no
other perfon b?ing put in nomina-
tion, thefe gentlemen were de-

clared of eourfe unanimoufly
eledled.

This morning about half pall

four o'clock, a duel was fought in

Hyde-Park between the Rev. Mr.
Bate, of iurrey-llreet, and Mr. R,
a lludent of the law, late of St.

John's College, Cambridge, The
quarrel arofe from fome circum-
ftances relating to the conduit
of the Morning-Poft, in which
they are both engaged. The
chance of the firft fire falling to

Mr. B. he difcharged his pillol,

and hit Mr. P.. in the flefhy part

of the right arm ; the wound,
however, was not fuiScient to in-

capacitate him from returning the

fire, which he did, but without
efFeft, The feconds now inter-

pofed, and the ah'air was ad-
jured.

At three o'clock, the poll ^ ,

iinillied at Guildhall, for ^

four reprefentatives for this city,

when the numbers were: forAIder-

Hayley
Kirkman
Ball -

J>Jewnham
Sawbridjje

Clarke

Fr.
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Soon after the poll clofed, ad-

vice was received from Margate-

that Mr. Alderman Kirkman died

on that day at that place.

This day the poll finally clofed

'or the borough of Southwark ;

the numbers flood as follows:

For Sir Richnrd Hotham 1177
Mr. Polhill - 1025

Mr. Thrale - 769

f-
V The event of yellerday's

^°^"*
bufinefs is that Mr. Kirk-

man will be returned, as of courfe,

and there will be a new writ iflued

for the eletftion of a member in his

ftead, after the meeting of par-

liament.

, A mort alarming temped
' ' of thunder and lightning

threw the inhabitants of Ealtbourne

in Kent into the utmoft conllerna-

tion. A llream of eleclrical fire

fell upon the houfe occupied by
Mr. Adair, next to that in which
Prince Edward refided ; and juft

at the clofe of the liorm, when the

feverity of it was fo far fubfided as

to leave no appreheniions of dan-
ger, two of Mr. Adair's fervants

were going out to view an engage-
ment at fea, when the coaciiman,
who was forcmolt, was ftruck in-

ftantly dead, and thrown back
againll the butler, who, without
being fenfiblc of the caufe, fell

likewife to the ground. Upon re-

covering his furprize, he ran up
ftairs in anfwer to the bell which
was rung by the houfekeeper.
The butler's report foggelled the

neceflity of enquiring after the red:

of the family. Upon opening the
dining-room door, Mr. Adair was
found lying on the floor, apparent-
ly in a Hate of infenfibility. He
had fuilaincd a {nwtxft llroke, which
aiicded his whole left (ide, a-id

particularly his arm, which was .^.t

hrll fuppofcd to have been broken.

Amidft the hurry and confufion*

the footman's abfence was not no-
ticed, who had fhared in hjs fel-

low-fervant's fate; he was found
ftretched out on the floor in the pan-
try, and aftually dead. Mifs Adair
was in her room drefling, and,
though the wood work of the bed,
from which fhe had juft rifen, was
fhivered in pieces, fhe very hap-
pily did not fuftain the leaft per-

gonal injury. The houfe, appen-
dages, and furniture, were much
damaged, the chimney fplit, and
partly thrown down, the windows
fhattered, looking-glaffes broken,
bell-wires in fome of the rooms
melted, and cornices difplaced. la
the room where the footman was
found, a large ftone, forming a
part of the front-wall, was forced

out of its place. A feal ring (on
Mr. Adair's finger) was cracked
round the fetting of the ftonc, and
the watch which was in his pocket
bore the appearance of being bat-

tered. A very extraordinary cir-

cumflance regarding the coachman
was this ; though it was evident,

from the livid marks on his b'cafi,

that he received the fatal firoke

-the-e, the lightning had perforated

a round hole in the lower part of
his wig behind, which exhibited

no figns of being burnt, but looked

as if it had been cut with a pinking
iron.—None of the neighbourin;'-

houfes received d..mage.

This morning the lord ,

mayor held a wardmote at
^° ^'

Guildhall for the eledion of an al-

derman for the ward of Chenp,
in the room of John Kirkman, Efq;
deceafed, when William Crcigh-
ton,* Efq; a Weft-India merchant,
was chofen without oppofition.

The fame day the trials ^ a.

ended at the feiTions houfe

in the Old-Bailey, when levcnteen

\f\ 2 priforers
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prifoners were tried ; three of
whom were convided of felony,

two of riots, and twelve were ac-

quitted ; 14 capital convifts re-

ceived judgment of death.

J At the clofe of the poll

this d;iy for the city and li-

berty of Wellmin Her, the numbers
were as follow :

For Sir G. Bridges Rodney 5298
Hon. Charles Fox 4878
Lord Lincoln 4157

, Lord Lincoln having lait

"^ ' night given up the conteft

for Weftminfter, by declining the

poll, this day the high bailiff re-

turned Sir George Rodney, and
the Hon. Charles Fo.x, duly elec-

ted. Lord Lincoln then demanded
a fcrutiny, which is to begin on

the loth of G6lober. Admiral
Young, as proxy for Admiral
Rodney, and Mr. Fox, were then

chaired, and carried in triumph,
through difierent ilreets to the

Duke of Rutland's, Duke of Port-

land's, and Duke of Devonfhire's ;

after which they were brought
back to Coven t Garden to the

committee room, amidil a nume-
rous crowd of fpedtators,

Leipjick, Sept. 22. The famous
town of Gcra, fo renowned for its

manufactures, is now no more. A
inolt violent fire broke out there

on the 18th, which in a very fhort

time made fuch rapid progrefs,

that it was impollible to extinguilh

ij-, particularly as the wind blew
very flrong, and carried the flakes

of fire from one part to another,

which, as the houfes are moflly

covered with wood, cut and placed

in the imitation of Hates, foon

iraie the conflagration general.

In fhort, one caiYle, an hofpital,

and feme Ihiall hcufes, which were

out of the town, are all that are

left out of744 houfes, of which that

town was compofed ; within the

walls not one houfe is {landing.

The lofs in merchandize of various

forts, corn, manufadures, &c. is

immenfe, and a very great num-
ber of perfons, of all ages, are

faid to be mifiing. h\ fhort, the

defolation of this once flourifhing

town of Gera is fcarce to be equal-
led in hiftory.

On the 22d ult. arrived at

Stromnefs, the Refolution andDif-
covery, commanded by Captain
Gore and Captain King, after a

voyage of four years and four

months on difcoveries. Their prin-

cipal objeft was to fearch for a

North Eaft or North Welt pailage

from the fea of Kamlkatka to Eu-
rope. This- they have determined
not to exiit, at lealt for any com-
mercial purpofe. It is faid they

have difcovered a confiderable

group of new iflands in the South
feas, and that they have explored a

tradl of country on theweitern coall

of America, of the extent of up-

wards of 20 degrees of latitude.

Lafl month a violent fhock of an^

earthquake was felt in Flint and
Denbigh fhires : alfo in Anglefea
and at Caernarvon, but not at

Conway; Itrongly at Liunrwft,

acrofs the vale of Clwyd, at Down-
ing and Holiwell, which lall place

was the furtheft it could be traced

in Flintfliire.

Died, At Inch, in the county
of Wexford, Mr. Henry Grofve-

nor, furveyor of the coall at Black-
water, aged 115 years. He was of

French extradion, very fparing in

his diet, and ufed much exercife ;

no one perferved more what the

French call the youth of old age,

beins
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being an agreeable chearful com-

panion, at the age of 100, when
he married his lall wife.

At Winterborne, Hants, Sufan

Edmonds, aged 104.

2d.

OCTOBER.
At a court of common

council held at Guildhall, a

motion was made that the cham-
berlain do immediately lay before

the court an account of all mo-
nies paid out of the chamber on
account of the lord mayor, which
was carried in the affirmative.

The chamberlain withdrew, and
returned with an account, which
being read,

A motion was made that the

fiim of 814!. IS. paid on account

of the lord mayor's view of the

river and expedition to Windfor,
ought not to be defrayed by the

city, being totally unnecefTary and
highly extravagant. This brought
on great debate, which lafted for

near an hour and a half, when the

previous quelHon was put, and car-

ried in the negative; the firlt

queftion was then put, and refolv-

ed in the affirmative.

In confequence of its being
thrown cut in the courfe of the

debate, that the audit dinners in

general were very extravagant, Mr.
Sheriff Sainlbury made a motion
that in future the expences at the

auditing the city and Bridgehoufe
accounts, do not exceed 50 1. which
was unanimoufly agreed to.

A motion was made, andqueftion
put, that the chamberlain do not
pay the lord mayor more than the
fum of 352 1. 19 s. ot the balance
due to his lordlhip out of the am-
ple allowance given by this city.

This caufed frelh debates, which
lafted for a confiderable time; the

lord mayor declined to put the

queftion for fome time, but hav-

ing confented, the quellion being

put, it was refolved in the affirm-

ative.

Advice was this day received,

that the Fairy floop of war, and

the Veftal frigate, being cruifing

on the Nevvfaundland llation, they

fell in with and took an American
packet, on board of which was

Mr. Laurens, Prefident of the

Congrefs.

As foon as Mr. Laurens per-

ceived the Engiilh armed boat

make up to the vell'ei in which he

was, he threw the box that con.

tained the letters overboard; but

the lead that was annexed to it

proving infufficient for finking it

immediately, one of the daring

tars belonging to the Veflal leaped

from the boat, and kept it afloat:

till the red affided him in recover-

ing it.

Mr. Laurens was bound to Hol-
land, with a commiffion from the

Congrefs ; and the purport of his

bufinefs, it is faid, was of fuch a

nature as mult.have produced holli-

li:ies between this country and the

States, if this accident had not

intervened. The papers are of

confequence which have been found

in the box above-mentioned ; they

contain an explicit detail of his

bLifinefs witJi the States, and a full

defcription of his powers and com-
miffion there.

On Friday, Oiftober 6th, about

twelve o'clock, puriuant to an or-

der for that purpofe, Mr. Laurens

was brought in a h.^ckncy-cuach to

Lord Germaine's Oiiice, accompa-
nied only by Mr. Addington. Tlie

Earl of'Hi'lUborougli, lord Vifr

[P] 3
count
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count Stormont, and Lord George
Gerinaine, ihree of his majefty's

principal Secret.ries of State, at-

tended by his majefty's Solicitor-

general, being prefent, Mr. Lau-
rens went under a long examina-
tion, which lafted till near fix

o'clock, when a warrant of com-
mitment was made out, figned by
the three Secretaries of State, com-
mitting him a clofe prifoner to

the Tower. Mr. Laurens was con-

veyed privately Toon afterwards, as

before, in a hackney-coach, ac-

companied by two military officers,

and two meflengers, who were like-

wife named in the warrant. They
arrived at the Tower about feve:i

o'clock, and delivered their pri-

foner into the cuftody of the go-

vernor.

1 In confequence of an ad-
^ ' drefs to his majefty, from the

Houfe of Commons, dated the 6ih

of July laft, the claims of a confi-

derable number of fufferers by the

late rebellious infurreftions, have

been laid before the Board of

Works, the principal ofacers of

and tore up large trees by the

roots ; all the windows on the S.

fide of the church were broken by
tiles from the adjacent houfes.

The time of its duration at Ham-
merfmith did not exceed four mi-

nutes. At Roehampton a barn

with fome pour people in it was
blown down, and feven out of ele-

ven were fent to the hofpital ; a

ftable full of horfcs was likewife

dtfftroyed. The effedls of the light-

ning on the ground of the fields,

and of the liorm on the largeft

trees, was moft aftoniftiing, and
ftill continue to draw a concourfe

of fpedators. It has been faid,

but we do not vouch it, that the

ftorm carried a large tree clear acrofs

the Thames.
The violent ftorm, which did fo

much damage in the neighbour-

hood of London, was fiill more fe-

verely felt at Cherburgh on the

coaft of France, where feveral fnips

were driven out of the bay; the

fea rofe to an alarming height ; at

Vologne the convent was ftruck

with the lightning; in the foreft

which have made a report thereof of Tour le Vil!e the (rees were fet

to the Lords of the Treafury.

1 A moft violentwhirlwind
^ * or tornado burft on Ham-

merfmith, Roehampton, Rich-
mond, Kingilon, and tlie envi-

rons. The ftorm feems to have

come in one direftion from S. to

N. it beat open the S. door of
HammeiTmith church, though a

very ftrong one, and the chan-

delier becoming a condu(5i:or to the

lightning, it paft direftly through

the church, and beat out a very

large Gothic window on the north

fide, which was full of ftrong

workmaniliip both in iron and
ilone ; fore down the fronts of

forne houfts, blew down walls.

on fire by the flaflies, which were

incefiant for (ome time: in fhort,

the inhabitants on that part of the

coaft for many miles were thrown

into the utmoft confternation.

The council-houfe at Saiifbury,

a building ereded about 200 years

ago, and containing the law courts,

was burnt down. It was cbferved

on fire at five in the morning, and
extinguiftied by nine. Happily
the charters, piftures, and furni-

ture, were faved.

Mr. Lanedalc, the diftil- ,

ler, whofe houfes were de- '

ftroyed by the rioters the begin-

ning of June laft, brought his ac-

tion againft the lord mayor by ar-

reft.
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reft, for the recovery of 40,000!. recorder therefore obferved to the

being a lois iultained bytlie negli- jury, that the prifonerwas entitled

gence of rhe city magiftrates. to acquittal for the burglary; but
„ The fefhons ended at the he was found guilty of the felo-

' Old Bailey, when the fol- ny, and the recorder immediately
lowing perfons received fentence pronounced fentence of three years

ofdeaih, viz. Anne Lavender, for hard labour on the river Thames.
Healing a metal v/atch, a pair of The judge obferved, that it was the

ftone buckles, a diamond ring, nicety of the law queftion which
and feme apparel, the property of preferved him from a capital con-
Mary Adams, at her houfe in virion, and not any mitigation of
Southampton-ftreet, Bloomfbury; the real fad charged; that for fo

James Johnfon and Richard Brown, heinous an offence it was necefTary

for Healing two geldings, the pro- to make an example to deter fuch
perty of James Crow, out of his daring offenders in future,

field at Edinford, in Bedfordfnire ; A court of common- x-

1

Rich.ird Hapgood, for ftealing a council was held at Guild-
^

quantity of wearing apparel, the hall, when a motion was made
property of Mr. Adams, in his and carried to defend the lord

houle in Hatton-ftreet ; Gecrge mayor and fheriffs in the fuit coin-

JBifhop, a letter-carrier in the Ge- menced by Mr. Langdale, after a
nera! Polt Office, for felonioufly debate, and the opinion of the re-

fccreting a letter fent by the polt corder, which went direcliy to
from Burnley in Lancafliire, from that end.

Mr. Greenwood, directed to Meff. A motion to difchargean alder-
Hitchen and Wood, in Chandois- man with the coils of a contro-
ftreet, containing a bill of ex^ \erCy between him and his parifh,

change to the value of 30 1. and as to the right of fcrving church-
which was found concealed between warden, was adjourned,
two boards in a cc:!ar, part of the The expences of courrs of con-
apartments of the prifoner, in Jcru- fervancy were limited to 300 1. in
falem- court; Margaret M'Clach- every mayoralty. The vacancies
Ian and Mary Allen, /or robbing in all committees were ordered to
William C )pping, in % dwelling- be filled up at a fecond court,
lioufe, whom they flabbed in the A motion was made, leconded
face, and threatened to dig out and refolved, that the court have
his eyes; and Richard Hill, for inlpeition of all bills drawn upoa
irt-aling linen to the valu,,- of 27 1. the corporation, and that no mo-
in thedwclling houfeo! Mr. Lcv.'is, ney be paid out of the chamber
oppofite the Manfion-houfe. without the fpeclal diredion of
A young man was tried at the the court of common - council,

above fefiions on a charge of bur- Some obfervations upon former ac-
glary and robbery; all the fids counts were mentioned, which re-
were (Irongly againll him, but a quired a nicer enquiry into all fu-
point of law faved his life; the ture claims, that thejuftice of them
breaking and entering was juft mav be afcertained.
upon the eve of the day, and hap- This day the new parlia-
penci not to be after dark; the ment met; his majcily as

^^^'

[-PJ + ufual
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iiiual afcended the throne in his

royal robes ; and being feated. Sir

Fia. Molineux, gentleman ufher of

the black rod, was fu-nt with a mef-

fage to the Houfe of Commons,
commanding their attendance,

vhen his majefty's pleafure was

fignified to them by the lord chan-

cellor, that they fliould return to

their Houfe and chufe a fpeaker,

to be prefented to his majeily for

his royal approbation the next day

at two o'clock. They accordingly

chofe Cliarles Wolfran Cornwall,

Efq.
This evening the ceremony of

the chrifltning of the young prince

was perf rmed in the Great Coun-
cil-Chamber, by his Grace the

Archbifliop of Canterbury. His
royal highnefs was named Alfred.

The fponfors were his Royal High-
nefs the Prince of Wales, his

Royal Highnefs the Prince Bifiiop

of Ofnaburgh, and her Royal
Highnefs the Princefs Royal.

A feffion of oyer and terminer

and gaol delivery of the High
Court of Admiralty of England,

was held before Sir James Marriot,

knt. Judge of the High Court of

Admiralty, and Mr. Juftice Heath;
when James Robinfon was tried for

piratically and felonioufly running

away with a merchant brig, called

the Hi'rmione, in the Jamaica

trade. The jury acquitted ihcpri-

foner.

There being no other bills of

indidnient found by the grand

jury, the court was adjourned.

There were many other prifoners

remanded to prifon till next {e[-

fions.

fan's, Oci. 1$. M. de Sartine,

the miniJler of the marine, is dif-

inified. On Friday lall, at two

p'clofk, M, Anielot, Miniller and

Secretary of State, went.to him itt

the name of the king, and de-

manded his ilate papers. It is

faid, that he delivered to him a

letter from the king, who thanked
him, in obliging terms, for his

fervices in the marine.

The fucceffor in the above im-
portant port, is M. de Caiftres,

lieutenant-general, and the com-
mandant of the Gendarmerie;
and yefterday morning he went to

Marly, where the court is at pre-

fent, and there took the oaths to

the king in quality of miniller of
the marine.

Died. At Staunton, Cumber-
land, Mrs. M. Smith, aged 104.

At Fintray, Scotland, J. Tay-
lor, aged 108.

At Taunton, James Codrjng-
ton, Efq; aged 104.

At Winchefter, Mrs. Clark, aged

105.
In Bright's Alley, Gray's-Inn-

lane, Elizabeth Swanbrook, aged
1 1 1.

, Mrs. Bradfhaw, formerly of
Drury-lane theatre. The circum^
fiances of her death are worth relat-

ing. She had a few years ago adopt-

ed a young girl ; but the uncom-
mon care which fhe had taken of

her educajon, and the f;;tal con-

fequence which has attended the

want of fucccfs of her adopted,

makes it now believed that ilic

was really Mrs. Brad(baw's own
daughter; for, upon her return

from France, flic was engaged to

dance at Plymouth ; but whether
from the length of the dance, the

timidity of the performer, or the

ill nature or ignorance of the au-

dience, fhe Vk'as hiiTed. The efl'eft

this misfortune hr.d upon Mrs.
Bradfiiaw was truly tragical. She
fell into fits inftantiy, was convey-

ed
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cd home raving mad, and died in

a fliort time after.

NOVEMBER.
„ The lofles fuftained by va-

^ rioLis perfons during the riots,

as delivered to the Board of Works,
amounted, previous to the adver-

tifements from that office, to

130,000!. Since thofe advenife-

ments feveral other articles have

been given in, fuch us Newgate,

a prifon in the Borough, the to'l-

houles on Blade - Friars - bridge,

&c. So that on the prefent lill

the damages amount to about

jSo.oool.

Oxford, Nov. 2. Laft week di-

vers iradefmen of this city were

defrauded of fums to the amount
of upwards of lool. by a female

fharper of very genteel adurefs and

appearance, who had made Ox-
ford her refidence for about three

weeks paft, in company with a

perfon who fpoke, or aft'efted to

fpeak, broken Englifh, and whom
fhe called her hufband. This fraud

was effotted by negociating falfe

and counterfeit notes on copper-

plate cheques. Thofe put off here

were filled up in an exceeding good

hand payable to Robert Pearce

or order at a banker's in Lom-
bard-rtreet, London ; the laft in-

dorfer, A. Clifford ; and it feems

the lady had duily praflifed the

art of going from Ihop to (hop in

an affable way, purchafing trifles

with ready money, and telling the

jieople (he (hould be a better cuf-

tomer hereafter, being come to

mnke a confidcrable Hay. Having
thus made a flight acquaintance,

the day fhe Icf; Oxford Ihe went
^ound and took up filver and other

goods, every v/here taking change
out of her counterfeit notes. The
feveral articles thus taken up they

likewife found means to carry off

lafl Friday night, aflilled by a

third perfon, their accomplice, and
v;ho went off with them privately

after dark in the fame poft chaife.

Upon breaking open the door of

the apartment where they lodged,

in a large leather trunk (fuppofed

to contain their wearing apparel,

which they alfo left locked) were

found only a couple of walking

fdcks.

In the Court of King's ,

Bench, the- Attorney Gene-
ral prefented a bill of indiftment

againil George Gordon, Elq; com-
monly called Lord Geo, Gordon,
to the grand jury, which they very

foon returned, finding a true bill.

Mr. Dunning obtained a ,

mandamus from the court ^

of King's Bench to transfer (lock

at the bank, v.hich was rcfufed by
the direftors, on pretence that baf-

tards could not devife by will ;

which was held nugatory.

The report was made to .

, . X • 1 /- I q t h

.

his majelty in council, or -"

the prif ners under fentence of

death in Newgate^ who were con-

vifted lall September feflions, when
the following were ordered for

execuiion on Wednefday the 22d
inllant, \iz. Samuel Baker, Stew-

ard Montague, Thomas Cox, Jo-
feph Freeman, Mary Gardner,

Joieph Carter, Abr.iham Danford,

and William Newton, Benjamin
Kinder, and Thomas Humphieys.
The following were relpired dur-

ing his majt'lly's plealurc, viz. Joiin

Hirris, Grace Middncks, George
Dii(f'*y, and George Watfo'i.

This evening came on by peti-

tion, before the twelve judges at

Sor-
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Serjeant's-Inn-hall, the cafe of on. 'The book-keepers, feeing (he

Mr. Hart, againft the benchers of diredion the fame, and the poft-

Gray's-Ian, for refufing to call mark on it, they ufually gave me
him to the bar on account of his what I alked for, on paying their

having taken the benefit of an A61 demand.

of Infolvency; when, afcer hearing The following are the principal

counfel, they were unanimoufly of tranfadions 1 have been concerned

opinion that the petition be dif- in, which I can at prefent recol-

5d.

inifil'd. All the judges were pre-

fent on the occafion.

This morning the fol-

lowing malefadtors were car.

ried in three carts from Newgate

to Tyburn, where they were all

executed according to their fen-

tence, viz. William Edwards,

Steward Montague, Samuel Baker,

Abraham Danford, William New-
ton, Thomas Cox, Benjamin Kin-

der, Mary Gardner, and Jofeph

Carter, who was drawn on a fledge.

They all behaved very j-?nitently
;

particularly Danford, who left the

following curious paper in the

hands of the ordinary.

Ne--wgate Cells, Nov. zi, 1780.
<• SenTible of the injuries I have

co'umitted againfl: many people

who have been defrauded by me,

and having nothing before me but

the profpedlof a fpecdy dilTolution,

and an ignominious one; as it is

not in my power to make anyrefti-

tation to the feveral perfons who
have been injured by me, but do

Jor their faiisficlion declare the

principal tranfadions I have been

guilty of, or concerned in.

The method I chiefly put in

pra(51ice was forging the poll- mark
of difierent towns, v^hich 1 put on

a piece of paper made up as a

letter, and then went to the inns

where the coaches came, and heard

the parcels called over ; then went

to a public-houfe near, and wrote

the diiedlion on the letter the fame

as v/as on the parcel I had fi^^ed

left;

In September 1777, I got a par-

cel fent from Norwich, directed to

Smith, V/right, and Gray, which
contained bills to the amount of
500I. and upwards ; one of them
for 216 1. 5 s. was drawn on Mr.
Gaun'en, in St. Hflen's, which I

carried for acceptance, and pre-

vailed on him to give me the

ca!h, allowing him the difcount. I
wrote John Watkins on the bill,

and likewife on the draft, which
Mr. Gaufl'en paid me ; the amount
I received in cafh at the Bank of
England. Two more of the bills

I left for acceptance, and the others

I deilroyed.

in July, 1773, I obtained a boj:

at the Bull and Mouth Inn fent

from Birmingham in the fame
manner. After hearing the feve-

ral parcels called over, I fixed oa
a b' X direded to Mr. Ford, Lom-
bard-lireet ; I had a letter in my
pocket with the Birmingham polU
mark on it, and went to a public-

houfe jufi. by and wrote the fame
direftion as on the box. On fhew-

jng the letter to the book-keeper,

he immediately gave me the box,

which I carried to Cheapfide, took
a coach home, opened it, and
found upwards of jool. in cafh,

and fome bills ; feveral I nego-
ciated, and the others I returned

in a cover .to Birmingham, to the

perfons whofent them, MefT. Whit-
worth and Yate«, Two of thefe

bills I negociated at Hazard's for

tickets J
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tickets ; two with Mr. Cox for

gold ; and one with Mr. Crafton

for (lockings, which his man car-

ried to a box-maker, in Bifhops-

gate-ftreet, where I bought a box

to pack them in. I indorfed thofe

bills in the name of Thomas
Downer, Tooley-flreet, and after-

wards conveyed the box to Mr.
Ford's houfe, and there left it.

Soon after, 1 obtained a parcel

direfled to Sir William Lemon
and Co. wherein was a letter and
account, the writing of which ap-

peared very much like mine. I

copied the letter with an addition,

defiring them to purchafe 25 lot-

tery tickets, which I afterwards

underftood they did ; I defired

they might be delivered to a per-

fon who would call for them ; I

fent a ticket porter for them, who
foon returned, and faid they would
not deliver them.

Soon after I began praflifing the

invention of the poll-mark, I went
to the Green Dragon, in Bifhop's-

gate-llreet, and fixed on a parcel

from Lynn, diret^led, I think, to

Meff. Boydells, Callle-ftreet, Lei-

celler-ficlds— I produced the letter,

and received the parcel ; on open-
ing it, I found it contained only
a parcel of livery cloaths, and
a letter; I found by the letter

that MefT. Boydells were in-

debted to the perfon who fent the

cloaths about 30I. (I think his

name was Curtis)— I wrote a let-

ter, inflead of the other, as com-
ing from Mr. Curtis, telling them
I had burnt my hand, and that I

could not write myfelf, but had
got a neighbour to write for me,
and I drew a bill at fight for 25 1.

which tliey paid to the porter I

fent for the money. I was afraid

i: would not fuit IVieiT, Boydells

to pay the bill at fight j and to
deceive them the more, I defired

them in the letter to enquir*
about a ticket in the State Lottery,
which I knew was drawn a 500I.
prize a few days before, telling

them it was the property of myfelf
(meaning Curtis), and if it was
a prize, I would fend it to them to

fell for me.
Another parcel I obtained from

the Bell and Crown, Holborn,
directed for Mr. Fox, Cheapfide,
containing a piece of Irifh cloth,

and feveral bills, two of which I

negociated ; one of them was
drawn on Smith, Wright, and
Gray, for 50I. Which I paid Hornlby
and Pearce for lottery tickets ; the

others, about 20 1. I received in

cafh. Another parcel I obtained
from the King's-arms, Snow-hill,

djrefted to Mr. Bedford, Friday-
ftreet, containing fome dimity. Sec.

which I fold for what I could get.

I alfo obtained a bafket from
the Sprc.d Eagle, Gracechurch
flreet, diretSled to Mr. Stock, linen-

draper, containing a goofe, and a

bill on Mr. Branwaitc, which he
accepted, and I negociated it at a

refiner's, in CaiUe-ftreet, near Al-
* derfgate-llreet.

I was the fole a6lor, and had no
accompiices, in all the above
frauds ; and T hope no perfon will

ever refleft on my poor wife and
children, or fuppofe they were in

any manner concerned with nie.

I folemnly declare they are per-

feftly innocent, and were never

acquainted with any one fraud I

have committed. I make this con-

feflion voluntarily, for the fatif-

fadion of the many perfons that

have been injured by me, and
prevent fiifpicion from being call

on innocent perfons, having fre-

quently
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This being St. Andrew'squently difcovered that was the

confequence of the frauds I prac-

tifed. I declare this folemnly to

be a true and voluntary confcf-

fion.

Abraham Danford."

Witnefs, J. Villete,
Ordinary of Newgate.

His majefty was pleafed to re-

fpite Thomas Humphreys and Jo-
feph Freeman, until further figni-

fication of the royal pleafure.

Of the convifts under fentence

of death, the following are order-

ed for execution on Wedriefday the

2gth, viz. George Billiop, Robert
Kill, and Margaret M'Lochlan.
The following are refpited: Ann

Lavender, Rich. Hapgood, James
johnfon, ;ind Richard Brown.

, This being the day ap-
' ' pointed for the eleflion of a

reprefentative for this city in parlia-

Ti^.ent, in the room of the late

Alderman Kirkman, the drawing
of the lottery at Guildhall ceafed

at ten o'clock. About twelve,

rear a thoufand liverymen were af-

femblcd, and the fherilTs, having

waited for the lord mayor till near

one o'clock, afcended the hullings

in hi; abfence, with the Aldermen
Townfend, Bull, Wilkes, Saw-
bridge, Hayley, Thomas, Clarke,

Burnell, attended by the city offi-

cers. The writ for tl:e eledion,

and the a£l of parliament againfl:

bribery being read, the lord mayor,
"and all the aldermen not in parlia-

ment, were then put in nomina-
tion, and dift'nguifned accurately

in the popular manner, according

to ancient cu.lom ; but the whole
fhew of hands being in favour of

Mr. Sawbridge, he was declared

b^ the fheriffs duly eleded.

30th.
day, the Royal Society held

their anniverfary meeting at their

apartments in Somerfet-place,\vheii

the Prefident (Mr. Banks) in the

name of the fociety, presented the

gold medal (c;i!Ied Sir Godfrey
Copley's) to the R.ev. Samuel
Vince, for his paper, entitled " An
Invelligation of the Principles of
Progrelfive and Rotatory Motion."
The prefident on this occafion de-

livered a fliort but elegant oration

on the great utility of Mr. Vince's
paper.

DiKD, At Boxford, Herts,

Thomas Field, a labouring man,
aged 102. His father was 104,
his uncle 93, his brother 9^, and
fcarce any of the family have died
under ninety.

A t Bally nakill, in Queen's Coun-
ty, Ireland, Mr. J. Vv'oodworth,

aged 1 12.

At Celbridge, in the county of
Kildare, Mrs. Mary M'Kee, aged
1 10.

Near Stevenage, Mr. J. Thorpe,
aged 109.

DEC
Was tried

EMBER,
in the Court of

2d.
Common-Pleas, V/ellminiler,

bffere Lord Loughborough, by a

fpecial jury, a cauie between Juf-

tice Wilmot, for damages, by the

deftruftion of his houfe at Bethnal-

green and in Worlhip-ilreet, and
damage in his garden, plaintiff,

and the inhabitants of the diftrift

of Bethnal-green, defendants. Af-
ter hearing evidence, and the re-

ports of the furveyors employed
by both parties, the jury went
out, and having ftaid about half
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an hour, returned with a verdift

lor the plaintiff, for the repair of

the houfes on Bethnal-green and

in Worfhip-ftreet, 625 1. and fpe-

cial, in the words of the Aft, for

furniture deftroyed by perfons af-

fembled, 700 1. alfo for damage
done to the garden by the rioters,

30 1.

, Thomas Dill was tried at
7^"- the Old Bailey for the mur-
der of Robert Curfon, a young
furgeon, pupil to Dr. Ford, The
deceafed was vifiting an old gen-

tleman, who laboured under a vio-

lent paralytic complaint. The
prifoner was charged with having

afiaulted the deceafed while he was

in the apartment of the old gen-

tleman, in whofe prefence he was
charged with having beat the de-

ceafed in a very cruel manner ;

and with having afterwards pufhed

him out of the window, three To-

ries high into the ftreet, by which
the deceafed had his flcull fradlur-

ed to pieces, and was killed on
the fpot.

There was only one witnefs who
could fpeak pofitively to the fact ;

and this was the old gentleman,
whom the deceafed was vifiting as

a patient, when he was affaulted

by the prifoner. He was 90 years

of ago, and {o deaf, that it was
with difficulty he could hear, and
at the fame time he was fo afRidcd

with the palfy, that he could bare-

ly anfvver by the monofs'llables

Yes and No. As therefore it was
impoffible for him to give the

court a narrative of the melancho-
ly bufinefs, the counfel for the

profecution were going to put what
they called leading queiUons, by
which they would have told the

particulars the.mfelves, and would
have tetjuired only the nionofylla-

ble Yes from the witnefs to con-
firm the fuggeftions contains^ in
their queftions : but the court
would not fuffer this, as it was to-
tally inconfiftent with the praflicc
of the courts of juftice : however,
this was an occafion on which thit
prnflice might perhaps have been
difpenfed with, without the leaft

violation of juftice : particularly as
there was fome ground, from what
dropped from feveral perfons ex-
amined on the trial, that this was
the fecond murther with which the
prifoner had been charged. The
court, however, was determined j

and as the old gentleman was dif-

abled by infirmities from giving
fuch teftimony as the court would
receive, the prifoner efcaped from
the hands of juftice, to the vifible

mortification of every one in court;^

The mother of the deceafed was
in one of the galleries ; and when
Ihe underftood that the prifoner
was difcharged, (he broke out into
the moft frantick rage, and prayed
that the blood of her child might
fall upon the heads of both court
and jury for fufrering his mur-
therer to efcape with impunity.
When flie had fpent her rage in
bitter imprecations, fhe fainted
away; and the court feeling no
fpark of refentment, for what they
knew to be extremely natural in

an afflic"ted parent, called out to

the people near her, and requeued
that they would kindly take care
of her, and fee that (he did not
hurt herfeif while out of her
fenfes.

This morning was tried in ,

the Court of King's Bench, ^' '

before Mr. J u (lice Afhhin;!, a

caufe wherein Air. J. Mr.bcr!ry,

of Little Q^oeen-ilrecr, was plain-

tiff, and two gentlemen of the

Hundred
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Hundced of O.fl'ulfton, defendants.

The aflion was brought for the

recovery of 903 1. for repairing his

houfes and fliops, and I159I. for

furniture, ftock in trade and iiten-

lils, deflroyed in the late riots.

The court after examining feveral

lefpedlable witnefles, was fully fa-

tisfied with the juftnefs of the

claims, and the jury gave their

verdiil accordingly, making it fpe-

cial for furniture and ftock in

trade.

The fame day the feflion ended

at the Old Bailey, when the fol-

lowing convjils received fcntence

of death, viz. Patrick Madan, J.

Bailey and William Chetham, for

Healing in the (hop of Charles

Storer, in Sidney's-allcy, Lei-

cefler - fquare, four gold watch
chains and thirty-eight gold rings

;

Elizabeth Hylett, for Healing four

guineas and a half privately from

the perfon of James Winfhip ; and

Tho. Brown, for ftealing a mare,

the property of Barnard Donally
;

Michael Daniel, for robbing Mr.
Lane on the highway near Shep-
herd's-bufh of two guineas ; Wil-
liam Thompfon, alias Bennett,

for robbing Mr. William Johnfon
of fome money near Kilburn

Wells ; Jofeph Cook, for robbing

Anne Marfano, in Palfgrave-place,

of 7 s, or 8 s. and ufing her very

cruelly and indecently
; Jofeph

Caddie, for breaking open the

dwelling houfe of Mary Newllead,
with intent to Ileal her goods, cxjc.

nine were fentenced to hard labour

on the river Thames ; 19 to hard
labour in the Houfe of Correftion

;

fix to be privately whipped, and
one publickly ; and {ix delivered

on proclamation.

,
A motion was made be-

^ * fore the Lord Chancellor,

in Lincoln's-Inn-Hall, ta fet afide

a late order againfl; Mr. Morris,

for contempt of court, in not
obeying an order to bring the

body ot Mifs Harford, with whom
he had eloped In her infancy.

Mr. Erfkine, as council for Mr.
Morris, contended, that feveral

mal-praftices had been ufed in the

courfe of the late proceedings ;

that the affidavits were at leaft ir-

regular, if not falfe ; that the bills

filed were antedated ; and that

though he could not undertake to

invalidate the accuracy of the Re-
gifler Offices, yet the plaintiiFs

ihould be obliged on oath to prove

the authenticity of the dates ; his

client having left England previous

to any procefs being inftituted.

againll him in Chancery,^and con-

fequently the late order fhould be

fet afide. Thefe were the princi-

pal fadts on which the motion was
founded. The Lord Chancellor

obferved, that he could not fet

afide a motion of his predecefibr,

or fuppofe it improvidently grant-

ed, upon bare afiertions only ; and
that Mr. Morris (hould have come
prepared to contradift the grounds

on which the order was made, by
well-attefied affidavits ; that he was
ready then, or at any other time,

to enter into fuch a hearing, and
to receive fuch tefhimony if it could

be produced; but that till fuch

evidence could be fairly brought

before him, he could not, in his

ov/n opinion, fet afide the order.

The Lord Chancellor therefore de-

clined giving any judgment, and
the motion for difcharging the or-

der is to be made again dcno'vo^ and
the whole matter re-argued.

The caufe between Mr. ,

Langdale plaintiff, and the ^

Sun-fire office defendant, came on
to
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to be tried before Lord Mansfield,

when a verdift was given againft

the plaintiff, there being an ex-

ceptiion in the policy of affarance

a?ainft fires ocrafioned by cl-vil or T7ii-

litary commotio^;!, Sec.
"

, Two Jew ladies of emi-
7 * nence were baptiz?d ac the

King's-chapel, St. James's, by

the Rev, Dr. Bailey.

, Mr, Morris's adjourned
' ' mocion in the Court of

Chancery, to be releafed from the

order of the late Chancellor for his

commitment for a contempt, came
to a final decifion, after many in-

genious arguments and eloquent

Ipeeches, as well by Mr. Morris's

council, Mert". Macdonald, Sehvyn,

andEr(ltine,asby thecounfelagainlt

him, who were the Solicitor-gene-

ral, Mr. Kenyon, and Mr. Jack-
fon. The bufinefs iafted four

hours, and at the end of it, the

Chancellor was pleafed to deter-

mine that he would neither fet

afide the order nor enforce it: fo

Mr. Morris went out of court, and

the whole affair is jull as it was be-

fore it began.

A Society of Antiquaries was

inlHtuted this day at Edinburgh.

An aflbciation of this nature has

long been a favourite objed of ;he

Earl of Buchan. His lordfhip

communicated the plan he had
formed to Tome of the moft accom-
pli(hed and refpcctable gentlemen

in this country, and was happy to

find tha! it no: only received their

approbation, butexcited tiie llicng-

eil wilhes to fee an infti'.ution,

which promifed fo much utility to

the natition, eltabliihcd on a firm

and permanent bafii. Embolden-
ed by this encouragement, his

lordOiip ventured at lalt to invite

a number of pcrfons, whom he

9
thought qualified to be members
offuch an afTociation, to meet aC

his houfe on the i^th of Novem-
ber laft. To thefe gentlemen he
read adifcourfe, containing a view
of th^ principal objeds in the Hif-

tory and Antiquities of Scotland,

which required elucidation, and
of the regulations to be obferved

in the propofed fociety ; both of
which received the unanimous ap-

probation of the members prefenc.

At a fubfjquent meeting, Wis lord-

fhip was prevailed on to permit the

difcourfe to be printed, that the

public might have proper ideas

concerning an inflitution fo inter-

elling to the nation. It was thca

agreed, that a meeting fhould be

held on Monday the 14th curt,

for the purpofe of elefting office

bearers. The members according-

ly met, and the bufinefs of elec-

tion being finifhed, a paper was
read, giving an account of various

Roman weaponsdifcoveredin drag-

ging the Marie from the bottom of

DoJdingfton Loch ; and we learn

that the worthy proprietor. Sir

Alexander Dick, is to g've fpeci-

mens of them, to be preferved in

the fociety's mufeum.
The folio Ang is a lij} of the Office-

Bearers.

" Prefident, the R-ight Hon.
the Earl of Bute ; i(l vice prefi-

dent, the Right Hon. the Earl of
i'iichan; 2d vice prefident, the

H'>n. Sir John Dalrymple HaniiU
ton Macgill, Bart. 3d vice preii-

dent, John Swinton, of Swinton,
Efq; 4th vice prefident, Alexander
Wright, Efqj advocate ; cth vice

prefident, VVm. Tyler, of U'ood-

houHce, Efq; treafurer ; Sir Wm.
Forbes, of Pitfligo, Bart, fecre-

tary
; Jamcs Cumniyng, Efq; keep-

er of the Lyon Racords."
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Di 5D, A' Carrickfergiis.in Ire-

land, Mr. James O'Biien, aged

114. He ferved as a payinalU-r

ferjeant in the wars in Ireland, in

the reign of James II,

Near Buxton, Derbylhire, Sam.
Fidler, aged 105, He wulked
from his own houfe to Buxton,
within three days of his death,

which is upwards of five miles.

He has been for three ) cars pall a

conftant attendant at St. Anne's
Well in Buxton, and was fupport-

ed chiefly by the company who re-

forted there to drink the waters.

Mr. Francis Vivares, the cele-

brated landfcape engraver.

At his houfe in the Clofe, Salif-

bury, in the "jzA year of his age,

James Harris, Efq; F. R.S.Truftee

of the Britilh Mufeum, and mem-
ber for Chriftchurch, Hants, which
he reprefented in feveral fucceflive

parliaments.—In the year 1763 he

was appointed one of the Lords
Commiffioners of the Admiralty,

and was foon after removed to the

Board of Treaiury. In 1774 made
Secretary and Comptroller to the

Queen, which poft he enjoyed till

his dei.t'i. Hewiis the fon of James
Harris, Efq; and the Lady Eliza-

beth Afhley his wife, third daugh-
ter of Anthony, 2d Earl of Shaftef-

bury, and filler to Anthony, 3d
earl, the celebrated author of the

Charadleriflics, whofe elegance and

refinement of talte and manners
Mr. Harris inherited. In the

theory and practice of mufic he

had few equals. He was a native

of the Clofe, and educated there

under the P.ev. Mr. Hele, in the

grammar-ichool now kept by the

Rev. Mr. Skinner, from whence^

in the year 1726, he went to Wad-
ham College, in Oxford. He mar-

ried Elizabeth, daughter of John

Clarke, Efq; of Sandford, in Sa-
incrfetfhire, by whom he had fe--

veral children, three of whom are

iViU livina, viz. Sir James Harris,

K. B. his"" Majefty's Minifter Ple-

nipotentiary and Envoy Extraordi-

nary at the Court of St. Peterfburg.

Katharine Gertrude, and Louifa
Margaret Harris. The world is

indebted to him for feveral very

ingenious and learned publica-

tions, particularly three treatifes,

publilhed in 1745, on Art, Mufic,
Painting and Poetry, and Happi.
nefs.—-In 1751, he publiflied a fe-

cond volume, called Hermes, or

a Philofophical Enquiry concerning

Univerfa! Grammar. In 1775, his

Philofophical Arrangements made
their appearance. It is with great

pleafure that we learn this gentle-

man had finiflied, juft before his

death, another ingenious work,
entitled Philological Inquiries. His
good qualities as a man are well

known to a large circle of his

friends and acquaintance in this

country ; and his great abilities

as an author acknowledged and
elleemed by the literati throughout
Europe.

In Ilarpur-fireet, Dr. John Fo-
thergill, one of the people called

Quakers, aged 6(^, He was bora
near Richmond, in the county of

York, lludied at Edinburgh, and
came to London about the year

1740, without any other patron

than his own merit, which brought
him rapidly into a moft extenlive

praftice. He was a fellow of the

Royal College of Phyficians at

Edinburgh, of the Royal and An-
tiquarian Societies in London, and
a member of other learned as well

as medical inftitutions, in this and
foreign nations, in which his great

reputation as a phyfician is uuiver-

fal'.y
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f-dUy eflabiifhed. The exertion of

his great abilities was ro: confin-

ed to the pradice of medicine and

the lludy of nature, but was unre-

mittingly employed to the promo-
tion of the general good and hap-

pinefs of mankind : and as his ex-

tenfive knowledge, public fpirit,

and many virtues, were not lefs

eminent than his medical flcijl, he

will be dcfervedly ranked among
the illuftrious charadlersof the pre-

fent age.

Near Canterbury, Sir A. Man-
waring, aged 96.

Near Ellefmere,Shrop(h ire, Mrs.

Eliz. DaiUfs, aged 103.

In Liacoln's-Inn-fields, Dr. Gil-

bert Kennedy, F. R. 3. many years

phyfjcian to the faflory at Lifoon,

aged 100.

At Barnes, Mr. Maycock, mar-
ket-gardener at that place. His
death was occafioned by the fhock

his fpirits received from the llorm

in Odober laft, during which he

went to the ftables to look after his

horfes, attended by his man, who
was flruck down and killed clofe

to him by a flafh of lightning,

and the ftable itfclf forced to a

confiderable diftance from its ori-

ginal fituation: and, to complete

his al.irm, part of the room in

which his wife was lying-in (hav-

ing been delivered but a few days)

was torn away by the violence of
the ftorm.

General Bill of all the Chrijienings

and Burials y from December 14,

1779, '" December 12, 178c.

Chrillened.

Males 8581
Females 8053

Burled.

Males 10206
Females 103 1

1

Died under two years of age
Between 2 and

5 and
10 and
20 and

30 and

40 and

50 and
60 and

70 and

80 and

90 and ICO

100
ICO and
ico and
100 and
ICO and
100 and

Increafed in the Burials this

91-

5
10

20

3^
40
50
60

70
80

90

[241

6810
1713

598
602

ia.21

1833
2215
1890

'715
1183

455

2

I

o
I

o
o

Year

In all 16634
Vol. XXIII.

In all 205 17

BIRTHS for the Year 17 So.

January.
The hdy of Lord V^ifc. Galway,

a daui^bter.

Lady of Sir Roger Twifden, Bt.

a daughter.

Lady of Chal. Arcedekne, Efq;

a fon.

Lady of the Hon. Mr. Fane, a

daughter.

Lady of Right Hon. Charles

Townihend, a daughter.

Lady of Sir Harry Tralawney,
a fon and heir.

Lady Bagot, a daughter.

F E B R u A K y.

Dutchefs of Beaufort, a fon.

Lady of Right Hon. Thomas
Tow n.'hen d, a Ion.

Lady of Lord Vifcount Mahon,
2 daughter.

Lady of Sir Guy Carleton, K. B.

a fon.

Lady of Hon. Charles Finch, a

fon and heir.

The Frincefs of Afturias, of a

[^] prince^
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prince, fincc baptized by the names The lady of John Englifh Dol-
cf Charles, Dominico, Eufebius, ben, Efq; a fon.

Raphael, Jofeph, Antonio, Johan- The lady of the Hon. Henry
no, Nepoinuceno, Gabricllo, Ju- Stawcll Bilfon Lepge, a daut;hter.

liaon, Vincent - Ferrer, Andre- The ladyofSirF. Vincent, B^rt,

/ivelin, Louis, Ferdinand, Angelo, a Ton.

Frincifco, PafcaK Joachino, Caye- The lady of Sir Thomas Tan-
tan, Jgnacio, Ernanuelc, Ray- cred, Bart, a Ton.

mond, Jani\erio, Francifco de August.
PauJo. Lady of Sir William Lorraine,

March. Bart, a fon.

The Countefs of Winterton, SEPTE^fEER.
a daughter. Lady Porcheiier, a fon.

The lady of Lord de Ferrars, 22d. Her Majesty fafely deli-

a fon. vered of a Prince, at Windfor.
The Rigbt Hon. Lady Louifa Lady Brownlow, a fon.

Manners, a dauohter. October.
Lady of the Hon. and Rev. Dr. Dutchefs of Rutland, a fon.

Cornwallis, Dean of Canterbury, Lady of Sir James Pringle, Bart.

a fon. a daughter.

April. Her Imperial Kighnefs the

The lady of the Earl of War- Grand Dutchefs of Tufcany, a

wick, a fon. priocefs.

The lady of the Earl of Har- Lady cfSirW. Williams Wynne,
rington, a fon and heir. Bart, a daughter.

The lady of the Earl of Stor- N o v e m e e R.

mont, a fon. ConntefsofCarlifle, a daughter.

The P>.ight Plon. Lady Kin- Lady of Sir James Cockburn,

naird, a fon and heir. Bart, a fon.

May. December.
The Dutchefs of Portland, a Right Hon. Lady Galloway, a

fort. daughter.

The lady of Sir Matth. White Dutchcfsof Buccleugh,adaugh-

Ridley, Bart* a fon and heir. ter.

The lady of Wilfon, Efq; Lady of John Coxe Hippifley,

daughter of Lady Greenwich, a Efq; a daughter.

fon. Lady of Sir Thomas Egerton, a

The lady of Sir George Brydges fon.

Rodney, Bart, a daughter. ^^^^
Thelady of Sir John Blois, Bart,

adaugh-.er. M A R P. I A G E S, 1780.
June.

Countefs of I-ladnor, a fen. January.
Ccuntefs of TankerviUe, a John Cowper. Efq; to Mifs

daughter. Cope, fiftcr to Sir Charles Cope,

Jul y. B.^rt.

Countef? of Shelburne, a fon. Colonel Gordon, to Mifs Bam-

Countcfs Percv, a daughter. fyldc, filter of Sir Charles, Bart.

Thomas
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Thomas Gage, Efq; onjy fon

of Sir Thomas Gage, Bart.

Arthur Earl of Arran, to Mifs

Underwood.
February.

Richard Aubrey, Efq; youngeft

fon of Sir Thomas Aubrey, B.irt.

to Mifs Digby, daughter of the

late Hon. Wriothefiy Digby.
Thomas Grimflone, Efq; of

Kilnwick, to Mifs F. Legard,

daughter of the late Sir Digby Le-
gard, Bart.

At the Caftle, Dublin, Almar
Lowry Cony, Efq; to the Right
Hon. Lady Harriet Hobart, eldell

daughter of the Earl of Bucking-
hamdiire.

At Ronie, J. Coxe Hippifley,

Efq; to Mifs Margaret Stuart,

daughter of Sir John Stuart, Bart,

of Allenbank.

March.
At Calcutta, Sir John Doily,

Bart, to Mrs. Coates.—And the

Hon. Lieut. Anflruther, to Mifs
Donaldfon.

April.
Walter James Head, Efq; only

^ /^ ion of Sir James Head, Bart, of
'^'^^ Lanwiey n„;Tr7~T;; fi^^ij-^., -xr.r.Bu to the Hon. Mifs

// ^june Pratt, youngefl daughter of

J _ Lord Camden.
Sir Thomas Mannoch. of Gif-

ford-ha!l, in the county of Suffolk,

Bart, to Mils Anallafia Browne, a

near relation of Lord Vifcount
Montague.

Francis Fortefcue Turville, Efq;
to Mifs Barbara Talbot, niece to

the Earl of Shrewlbury.

M A y.
The Hon. Mr. Clifford, eldeft

fon of the Right Hon. Lord Clif-
ford, to the Hon. Mifs A. Lang-
dale, daughter of tlie late Lord
Langdale.

Richard Brooke, Ef^; to Mifs

Mary Cunliffe, fecond daughter of

the late Sir Robert Cunliffe, Bart.

Rev. Sandford Harcaltle, Reftcr

of Athol in the county of York,
to the Dowager Countefs of Mex-
bornugh.

Major Vyfe, to Mifs Howard,
daughter of Sir George Howard,
K. B.

Lord Parker, fon to the Earl of

Macclesfield, to Mifs Drake, of

Amerfham.
MifsCatherineGrenville,young-

eft fjfter of Earl Temple, to Mr.
Neville, fon of Richard Aldworth
Neville, Efq; of Billingbeare,

Berkfliire.

At Lilbon, the Hon. Robert

Walpole, to Mifs Diana Grofett,

daughterof Walter Grofett, Efq.

Robcit Harding, Efq; of Up-
cott, to Mifs Wrey, fecond daugh.

ter of Sir Bouchier Wrey, Bart.

Earl of Balcarras, to Mifs Dal-

rymple.

Sir William Forbes, Bart, to the

Hon. Mifs Sempel.

June.
Sir H. Dalhwood, Bart, to Mifs

Graham, niece to Lord Newhaven.
Earl of Tyrconnel, to Mifs

HulTey Del aval.

July.
The Hon. Thomas Fitz-Wil-

liam, of Woolllanton, in the

county of Stafford, fon to the late

I^ord Vifcount Fitz-William, of
Mount Meruin, in the kingdoni

of Ireland, to Mifs Agnes Mac-
clesfield, daughter and cobeirefs

of the late Macclesfield, of

Chcllerton, in the faid county,

Efq.
Edward Knatchbul, Efq; on!/

fon of Sir Edward, Bart, to Mifs

Mary Hugefftn.

In Dublin, Dennis Daly, Efq;

to Lady Harriet Maxwell.

[->!] 2 August.
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August,
Hon. William Ward, to Mifs

Bofville.

Right Hon. Lord Grantham, to

Lady Mary Grey, daughter of the

Marchioiiefs Grey and Earl of

Hardwicke.
George Thornbill, Efq; to Mifs

Hawkins, daughter to Sir Caifar,

Bart.

Alexander Murray, Efq; of Ay-
ton, to the Hon! Mifs Mary
Ogiivie, daughter to the late Lord

BanfF.

October.
Captain Garrick, to Mifs Leigh,

daughter of Sir Gerton Leigh,

Bart.

Montagu Burgoyne, Efq; fon

of Sir Roger Burgoyne, Bart, to

Mifs Hervey.

Her Serene Highnefs the Prin-

cefs Augufta Carolina Frederica

Louifa, eldeft daughter of his Se-

rene Highnefs the reigning Duke
of Brunfwick, to his Serene High-

nefs Prince Frederick W^iliiam

Charles of Wirtemberg.
November.

The Right Hon. Lord Duncan-

non, fon of the Earl ofBefborough,

ro the fccond daughter of Eail

Spenfer.

John Peter, Efq; his majefiy's

Conful at Oftend, to Mifs Eliz.

Herries, filler of Sir Robert Her-

ries, Bart.

December.
Right Hon. Lord St. John, of

Bletfoe, to Mifs Emma White-

bread, fecond daughter of the

member for Bedford.

Rev. Mr. Tate, to Mifs Moore,

daughterof Sir John Moore, Bart.

Right Hen. Lord George Mur-

ray, fecond fon to the late Duke
of Athol, to Mifs Ann Charlotte

8

Grant, daughter of Lieut. General

Grant.
His Excellency Baron de Kutz-

leben, the Heflian miniller, to the

Hon. Mifs Dorothy Wrottefley,

niece to the Dutchefs of Bedford,

and fifter to the D'.itchefs of Graf-
ton and Sir John Wrottefley.

Sir George Barlow Warren, Bt.

to MifsCarolineClavering, young-
eft daughter of the late Sir J. Cla-

vering, Bart.

Sir John Wedderburn, Bart, to

Mils Dundafs.

PROMOTIONS, 1780.

January.
Brownlow Duke of Ancafler

and Kelieven, to be Lord Lieut,

of the county of Lincoln.

Dr. George Chinnery, Bi(hop of

Killaloe, tranflated to the Bifliop-

rick of Cloyne.

Dr. Thomas Barnard, Dean of

Derry, promoted to the Bilhoprick

of Kiilaloe.

W. Cecil Perry, M. A. Dean of

Derry.

Samuel Raftal, clerk. Dean of

St. Flanan Killaloe.

Frederick Earl of Carlifle, Lord
Lieut, of the Eail Riding of York-
lb ire.

Sir Richard Worfley, Governor

of the Lie of Wight, and fworn of

the privy council.

February.
James Cunninghame, Efq; Ma-

jor General of his M /jelly's forces^

and Captain General and Gover-

nor in Chief of Barbadoes.

Earl of Aylelbury, Lord Lieut,

of Wilts.

Prifcilla Barbara Elizabeth B Ur-

iel, the dignity of Baronefs-

Willoughby
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Willoughby de Erefb;/, co. Lin- in his maj?fly's royal navy, re-

coln. ce!V',-d the honour of knighthood.
Right Hon. John Scott, the re- Rev. Dr. Noel, Dean of Sa-

verfion of Clerk of the Cominon lifbury.

Pleas in the Court of Exchequer in May.
Ireland. The Earl of Dalhoufie to be

Robert Macquecn, E^q; a Lord High Commiffioner to the Church
of Jul^iciary in Scotland. of Scotland.

March. Benjamin Pingo, Gent, to the
Ralph Bigland, Efq: Claren- office of Rouge-dragon, Purfui-

ceux king of arms, to be a principal vant of Arms, in the room of
king of EnglilTi arms, and a prin- Ralph Bigland, Efq; now Rich-
cipal officer of arms of the noble mond herald.

order of the Garter, and alio that The king has been pleafed to

office which is commonly called order letters parent to be prified

Garter ; and likewife the name under the great feal of Ireland,

Garter, with the llile, liberties, containing his majefty's grants
pre-eminences, and emoluments, of the dignity of a baronet of the
belonging and anciently accuf- faid kingdom, unto the following
tomed to the faid office, vacant by gentlemen, and to their heirs

the death of Thomas Browne, Efq; male, viz. Frederick Flood, of
late Garter. Newton Ormond, in the county
The Rev. Doflor George Ma- of Kilkenny, Efq; and Robert

fon, confirmed Bifhop of Sodor Waller, of Newport, in the county
and Man, and ccnfecrated a Bifhop ofTipperary, Efq.
at Whitehall Chapel, by his Grace Lord River?, Lord Lieut, of the
the Archbifliop of York. county of Southampton.
ijohn Doddington, Efq; to the June.

office of fourth Port-cullis pnrfui- Alexander" Wedderburne, Efq;
vant of arms. late his Majefty's Attrrncy-gene-

Peter Dore, Efq; Richmond he- ral, to be Lord Chief julHce of
raid, to the office of Norroy king his Majefty's Court of Commoa
of arms, and principal herald of Picas, upon the refignarion of the
the North parts of England. Right Hon. Sir William de Grey,
The Right Rev. Doftor James Knt. late Chief Juilice thereof;

Hawkins, Bilhop of Dromore, and alfo one of his Majefty's moft
10 the Bifhoprick of Raphoe. Honourable Privy Council.
William Beresford, M. A. to The Right Hon. Alexander

the Bilhoprick of Dromore. Wedderburne, Lord Chief JuHice
April. of the Court of Common Pleas,

Flon. John Trevor, appointed and to his heirs male, the dignity
minilter plenipotentiary to the of a Baron of Great Britain, by
Eleftor Palatine, and minilter to the name, ftile, and title of Lord
the Diet of Ratiibon. Loughborough, Baron of Lough-

Ralph Bigland the Younger, borough, in the county of Lei-
Efq; Richmond herald. ceJler.

Richard Pearfon, Efq; captain John CimpbcII, Efq; to be

[^J 3 Governor
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Governor of Alilford Haven, in the Comptroller of the Accounts of
county of Pembroke, in the room his Majefly's Army, vice Thomas
of Wyrriot Owen, Efq; deceaied. Bowlby, Efq.

Richard Pepper Arden, Efq; Thomas Bowlby, Efq; to be
Lloyd Kennyon, Efq; John Lee, CommilTary General of the Muf-
E'q; and William Selwyn, Efq; tcrs, and thief Mufler Mafter of all

tobeof his Majelly's couni'cl learn- his Majcrty's Forces, vice Chrifto-

cd in the law. phcr D'Oylcy, Efq;

July. Henry Strachey, Efq; to the

James Wallace, Efq; to be his office of Keeper of his Majefty's

Majefty's Attorney-General. Stores, Ord-nunce, and Ammuni-
James Mansfield, Efq; to be his lion of War.

Majcrty's Sclicitor-general. John Kenrick, Efq; to the office

John Heath, Efq; to be one of of Clerk of the Delivery and De-
the Judges of the Court of Com.- liverance oFail manner of artillery,

mon Pleas. an-munition, and other neccfiaries

Sir Hugh Pallifcr, Bart, to be whatfoever, appertaining to his

Mafter of his Majefiy'i Hofpital at Majefty's office of ordnarce.

Greenwich. John Rofs Mackye, Efq; to be
September. Receiver General of the Stamp

Sir William Gordon, Knight of Duties,

the Eath; and Lovel Stanhope, Archibald Macdonald, Efq; one
Efq; to be Clerks Comptrollers of of his Majelly's counfel, to be his

the Board of Green Cloth. > Majefty's juftice of the counties of
John Buller, fen. Efq; to be Carmarthen, Pembroke, Cardi-

one of his Majefty's Commiffioners gan, &;c.

for executing the office of Trea* The Right Hon. Lord Onflow,
furer of his Majefty's Exchequer, and Lord Bofton, to be Lords of
vice C. W, Cornwall, E(q. his M;^jefty's Bedchamber.

George Darby, Efq; to be one Thomas Morgan, Gent. Tho-
of his Majefty's Commimoners for mas Morgan, the younger, Gent,
executing the office of Lord High his fon, and Thomas Kynnerfley,

Admiral of Great Britain and Ire- Efq; to the office or offices of Pro-

land, vice John Buller, Efq. thonotary and Clerk of the Crown
Benjamin Langlois, Efq; to be in the counties of Denbigh and

one of his Majefty's Commifficners Montgomery.
for Trade and Plantations, vice William Adam, Efq; Treafurer
Soame Jenyns, Efq. and Paymafter of his Majefty's

Charlej Wolfran Cornwall, Efq; Ordnance,
to the offices of Warden and Chief Flag-officers of his Majefty's

Juftice in Eyre of all his Majefty's fleet; Matthew Buckie, Efq; Rob.
torefts, parks, chaces, and war- Mann, Efq; (vice-admirals of the

rens, beyond Trent. red) to be admirals of the blue;
I'he Hon. James Cecil, Efq; Hugh Pigot, Eiq; Right Lien,

comm.only called Lord Vifcount Aloiyneux Lord Shuldham, John
Cranhurn, to be Treafurer of his Vaughan, Efq; (vice-admirals of
Majpfiy's Houfhoid. the white) P^ob. Duff, Efq; (vice-

ChriftopherD'Oyley, Efq; lobe admiral of il.e biae) to be vice-

admirals
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admirals of the red; John Rey-

rohh, Efq; Sir Hugh Pallifer,

Bart. Hon. John Byron, Matthew
JJarton, Efq; Sir Peter Parker, Knt.

Hon. Samuel Barrin^ton, Mariot

i^rburthnot, Efq; Robert Rod-
dam, Efq; George Darby, Efq;

John -Campbell, Efq; (vice-admi-

rals of the blue) to be vice-admi-

rals of the white
; James Gambier,

Efq; William Lloyd, Efq; Fra.

William Drnke, Efq; Sir Edward
Hughes, K.B. Hyde Parker, Efq;

(rear-admirals of the red) John
Evans, Efq; Mark Milbanke, Efq;

(rCdrr-admirals of the white) to be

vice-admirals of the blue; Nic.

Vincent, Efq; John Storr, Efq;

Sir Edward Vernon, Knt. (rear

admirals of the white) to be rear-

admirals of the red ; Jofhua Row-
ley, Efq; Pvichard Edwards, Efq;

Thomas Graves, Efq; Robert Dig-
by, Efq; Sir John Lockhart Rofs,

Bart, (rear-admirals of the blue) to

be rear-admirals of the red. And
the following captains were alfo

appointed flag-officers, viz. Charles
Webber, Efq; Wm.Langdon,Efq;
Benjamin Marlow.Efq; Alexander
Hood, Efq; Alexander Innes, Efq;
rear-admirals of the white; Sir

Chal. Oele, Knt. Sir Sam. Hood,
Bart. Matthew Mo^re, Efq; Sir

Richard Hughes. Barf. Francis

Samuel Drake, Efq; Rich. Kem-
penfelt, Elq; rear-admirals of the

blue.

James Earl of Salilbury, Trea-
furer of the Houihold, fworn of
the Privy Council.

Earl Talbot, and his heirs male,
. the dignity of a Baron of Great

Britain, by the nam", ftile. and
title, of Baron Dincvor, of Dine-
vor in the county of Caormarthen,
with remainder to his daughter,
jLddy Cecil Rice, widow, and lier

heirs male. Lord A'ifcount Gag^
of the kingdom of Ireland, and
his heirs male, the dignity of a
Baron of Great Britain, by ths
name, rtile, and title, of Baroa
Gage of Firlein SuiTex. The fol-

lowing gentlemen, and their heirs

male, the dignity of a Baron of
Great Britain, viz. the Hon. James
Brudencll, Baron Brudenell, of
Deene in the county of Northamp-
ton.—The Right Hon. Sir Wm.
De Grey, Knt. Baron Walfing-
ham, of Walfingham in Norfolk.

—

.

Sir William Bagot, Bart. Baron
Bagot, of Bagot's Bromley ia

Stafford (hire.—The Hon. Charles
Fitzroy, Lord Southampton, Baron
of Southampton in Hants.—Hen.
Herbert, Efq; Baron Porcchelter,

of Highclere, in the county of
Southampton.
The Right Hon. Fred?rick, Earl

of Carliile, to be Lieut. Gen. and
Governor of his Mijefty's kingdom
of Ireland.

William Eden, Efq; to be prin-

cipal Secretary to the Lord Lieut.

and of his Majeity's moll honour-
able Privy Council in the kingdom
of Ireland.

Sir Thomas Pye, Lieut. Gen,
of Marines.

B. Thompfon, Efq; under Se-
cretary of State for the Northern
department.

November.
His R. H. Prince Frederick,

Bilhop of Ofnaburg, colonel in

the ..rmv, by brevet, bearing date
the III of Nov. 1780

Lieut. Gen. VVilliam Auguflus
Pitt, colonel of the lo'.h reg. of
draj'oons.

Hon. M.ijor GcnTal Vaughan,
Govf-r or of Berwick.

Right Hon. Charles Wolfran
Cornwall, fpcakcr of the lioufo
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of Commons, fwom of the Privy
Council.

Thomas Wroughton, Efq; En-
voy Extraordinary to the King of
Sweden, to the moil honourable
Order of the Bath.

Sir George Brydges Rodney,
Bart. Admiral of the White fqu'a-

dron of his Majerty's lieet, and
Commander in Chief of all his

Majefly's fhips and veflels employ-
ed at Barbadoes and the Leeward
Iflands, to the moft honourable
Order of the Bath.

December.
The King has been pleafed to

order letters patent to be pafled

under the great feal of the king-
dom of Ireland, containing his

Majefty's grants of the dignity of
a baron of the faid kingdom unto
the following gentlemen, and their

heirs male, by the names, ftiles,

and titles, as under-mentioned,
viz. James Dennis, Efq; Chief
Baron of his Majefty's Court of
Exchequer in Ireland, Baron Trac-
ton, of Tradton- Abbey, in the

county of Cork.
Sir Robert Tilfon Deane, Bart.

Baron Muflcerry, in the county of
Cork.
AlmarLowry Corry, Efq; Baron

Belmore, of Caftleccole, in the

county of Fermanagh.
Thomas Kno.v, Efq; Baron

Welles, of Dungannon, in the

county of Tyrone.

John Baker Holroyd, Efq; Ba-
ron Shelheld, of Dunamore, in

the county of Meath.
Alfo like letters patent, con-

taining his Majelty's grants of the

dignity of a vifcount of the faid

kingdom unto the following noble-

men, and their heirs male, by the

names, ftiles, and titles, as un-
dermentioned, viz.

James Baron LifTord, his Ma-

jefty's Chancellor of Ireland, Vif-

count Lifiord, of LifFord, in the

county of Donncgrdl.

Otway Lord Defiirt, Vifcount

Defart, of Defart, in the county

of Kilkenny.

John Baron Erne, Vifcount

Erne, of Crum Caltle, in the coun-

ty of Fermanagh.
Barry Lord Farnham, Vifcount

Farnham, 'of Farnham, in the

county of Cavan.
Simon Lord Irnham, Vifcount

Carhampton, of CalUehaven, ia

the county of Cork.
Bernard Lord Bangor, Vifcount

Bangor, of Caftleward, in the

county of Downe.
PcnvUon Lord Melbourne, Vif-

count MelboLirne, of Kilmore, in

the county of Cavan.

James Lord Clifden, Vifcount
Chfden, of Gowran, in the coun-

ty of Kilkenny.

John Lord Naas, Vifcount
Mayo, of Monecrouer.

Alfo like letters patent, con-

taining his Majefty's grant of the

dignities of baron and earl of the

faid kingdom unto Henry Lord
Vifcount Conyngham, and his

heirs male, by the name, Itile, and
title of Baron and Earl Conyng-
ham, of Mount Charles, in the

county of Donnegall, with re-

mainder of the barony to his ne-

phew Francis Pierpoint Burton,

Efq; and his heirs male.

And the like Ietter^ patent, con-

taining his Majefty'b grant of the

dignity of an earl of the faid king-

dom unto Stephen Lord Vifcount

Mount Cafliell, and his heirs male,

by the name, rtile, and title of
Earl Mount Cafhell, of Cabell,

in the county of Tipperary.

The Earl of Inchiquin, John
O'Neil, r.nd Luke Gardiner, Efqrs.

to be of his Majefiy's moft honour-
able
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able Privy Council in the kingdom
of Ireland.

The King has been pleafed to

order letters patent to be pafl'ed

under the great feal of Ireland,

containing his Majefly's grants of

the dignity of a baronet of that

kingdom unto the following gen-

tlemen, and their heirs male, viz.

John Stnart Hamilton, Efq; of

Dunnamana, in the county of Ty-
rone

; John Tottenham, Efq; of

Tottenham-green, in the county
of Wexford ; and Neal O'Donnell,
Efq; of Newport, in the county of
Mayo.
The Right Hon. Thomas Lord

Grantham, Lord Robert Spencer,
the Right Hon. William Eden,
the Hon. Thomas De Grey, An-
drew Stuart, Edvvard Gibbon,
Hans Sloane, and Benjamin Lang-
lois, Efqrs, to he his M.-iiefty's

Commiffioners for Trade and Plan-
tations.

Charles Middleton, Efq; Sir

John Williams, Knt. Edmund
Hunt, George Marfli, Timothy
Brett, William Palmer, and Wil-
liam Bateman, Efqrs; Sir Richard
Temple, Bart. Euward Le Cms,
Samuel Wallis, Paul Henry Gur-
ry, Henrv Martin, and Charles
Proby, Efqrs. and Sir Andrew
Snape Hammond, Knt. to be his

Majelty's Commiflloners, in qua-
lity of principal officers of his Ma-
jeily's navy.

The Duke of Montagce, to be
his M^jelly's Mailer of the horfe.

The Plight Hon. the> Plarl of
Aylefbury, to be Chamberi.iin of
her Majelly's Huulhold.

D E A T H S, i;8o.

January.
Lady Hud Ion, rclid of Sir

Charles, Bare.

Sir Nathaniel Wombwell, Bart,
The Right Hon. Hans Staniev,

F. R. S, Cofferer of the Houlhold,
Governor of the Ifie of Wight,
Treafurer of the Mufeum, and
member for Southampton.

Sir John Moore, Bart, the title

extinft.

Lady Head, relift of the Rev,
Sir John, Bart.

Chrift. Blake, Efq; brother of
Sir Patrick, Bart.

Mifs Frances Mackworth, eldeft

daughter of Sir Herbert, Bart.

Dowager Lady Blois, relift of
Sir Ralph, Bart.

Lady of Sir James Hereford,
Bart.

Sir Thomas Fleetwood, Bart.

Lady Diana Middleton.
Right Hon. Thomas Waite, Se-

cretary, and one of the Privy
Council of Ireland.

Right Hon. Lady Jane Boyle,
fifcer to Richard Evi of Easlir.^-

ton.

Mifs Martha Abdy, daughter of
Sir Anthony, Bart.

Her Royal Highnefs Loaifa
Amelia of BrunAvick, Princcls

Dowager of Pruffia, and mother
to the Hereditary Prince of Pruflii,

and to the fpoufe of the Prince
Stadtholdcr.

The lady of Sir Alexander Gil-
mour, Bart, at Alnwick.

Sir William Sharp, Bart, in

Great Titchfield - llrcet. Major
General in the Portuguefe fervicc,

and Governor of the province of
Mi 11 ho.

February.
Lady Fowlis, relid of Sir Wil-

liam, Bart.

Dr. Richard Richmond, Bi/hop
of Sodor and Man.

Lady Davers, mother of Sir

Charles, Bart.

Lady
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Lady Lucv D'^aglas, daughter

of the D'lke -^f Monirote.
Samuel Eperton, Efq; of Tat-

too ; he was the only furviving Ton

of John Ej:erun, grandfon of Jo!in

Earl O! BriJgewater by Lady Eliz.

Cavendifh, daughter to John Duke
of New-affle.

Sir William Blackftone, Knt.

Judpe of the Court of Common
Pleads,

Dowager Countefs of Kildare.

Lady Catherine Pelhain, ranger

of Greenwich Park. She was fitter

of the late Duke of Leeds, and
married, 1726, to the late, Hon.
Henry Pelham, by whom fhe had
two fons, who died young of an
epidemical fever.

Countefs Dowager of Eglin-

toun.

Lady Jenkinfon, mother of Sir

Banks, Bart.

His Serene Highnefs the Duke
of Modena.

His Serene Highnefs the Duke
of Brunfwick.

Marc h.

The Right Rev. Doftor John
Ofv^ald, b '.hop of Raphoe.
Right Hen. Lady Mulgrave.

Lord Fortefcue Aland.

Mrs. Gulfton, wife of Jcfeph

Gulflon, Efq; and fifter of the

prefcnt Sir S. Stepney, Bart,

MifsLetitia Beauchamp, daugh-

ter of Sir W. Beauchamp Procior,

Bart.

General Defaguliers, of the ar-

tillery.

Hon. Topham Beauclerk, only

fon of Lord Sidney Beauclerk.

Charlotte, relirt of the late Sir

William Sanderlon, Bart, and
daughter of Sir R. Gough, of

Etigtbailon.

Right Hon. Lady Anne Sophia

Egert n, wife of the Bifhop of

Durham, Her ladyfJiip was the

daughter of Henry, late Duke of

Kent, by theLadv SophiaBcntinck,
daughter of the Eiirl of Portland.

Lr.dy Gooch,- relict of the P.ight

Rev. Sir Thomas Gooch, Bart,

late Lord Billiop of Ely. Her
ladyfhip was the daughter of

Compton, Efq; and nearly related

to the prefent Earl of Northamp-
ton.

Sir Francis Blake, Bart,

April.
Lady Ifabella Douglafs, daugh-

ter of Wil'iam, firft Earl of March.
Sir Adolphus Oughton, Lieut.

Gen. and K, B.

George Earl of Granard, one
of his Majefty's moll honourable
Privy Council in Ireland, and a

Baronet of Nova Scotia; by whofe
death the title and ellate have de-

volved on his eldelt Ton, Lord
George Forbes, now Earl of Gra-
nard.

Rev. Sir Stephen Glynne, Bart.

Hon. Henry St. John, fon of the

late, and uncle to the prefent.

Lord St. John of Bletfoe, cap-

tain of the Intrepid man of war,

on board which he was killed,

with his ill and 2d lieutenants, by
the fame cannon ball, in the fight

with the French fleet off Guada-
loupe. PI? married Mary Schuyler

of Nev/ York, by whom he has

left ilTue one fon Henry.
Lady Anne Hope, daughter of

the Earl of Hopetoun,
May.

Hon. Thomas Townfnend, one
of the oldeil Tellers of the Ex-
chequer.

Sir Charles Hardy, Admiral of

the White, and conamander of the

fleet.

Hon.
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Hon. Richard Naffau, brother

to the Earl of Rochford.

Mifs Elizabeth Eden, daughter

of Sir John Eden, Bart.

Lady Sophia Neville, daughter

of the late, i.nd filter totheprefint

Earl of Gainfborough.

Sir Godfrey Webfter, Bart, of

Battle Abbey in Suflex. His title

defcends to his eldell fon, now Sir

Godfrey Webller, Bart,

Sir Charlton Leighton, Bart.

He is fucceeded by his fon, now
Sir Charlton.

Lady Mriry Lyon, daughter of

the late Earl of Strathmore.

Sir Hen. Englefield, Bart.

Sir Anthony Buchannan, Bart,

Sir Thomas Cave, Bart.

Lady Standilh, mother of Sir

Frank, Bart.

June.
Dame Rachael Morgan, reliftof

Sir William Morgan, of Tredegar,

K. B. and daughter of Wil-

liam feconci Duke of Devnnfhire,

by Rachael daughter of Williaov

Lord Rufll'l.

Lady Jane Strickland.

Sic T. Gerrard, Bart.
'

Sir John Turner, Bart.

July.
In the 7 1 It year of his age, at

his houfe in Woclwich Warren,
"William Belford, Efq; colonel of

the ill baitalion of the royal rcg.

of artillery, and a general in the

army.
Sir J. Hobby Mill, Bart.

Mi(s Francos Blake, youngeft

daughter of Sir Patrick Blake.

Lady Goring, wife of Sir Harry,
Bart.

Sir Andrew Middleton, Bart.

John Moretun, Elq; Chief Juf-
tice of Chefler, Attorney-general

10 the Queen, deputy High- ileward

of the univerfity of Oxford, and
member for Wigan in Lancafhire.
Lady Vifcountefs DovvagerTyr-

connel.

Sir Charles Halford, Bart.

Lady Vifcountefs M^h^.n, daugh-
ter of ;he late Earl of Chatham,
The ladv of the Right Hon. the

Earl of Hillfborough, at his lord-
(hip's houfe in Hanover-fquare,
Her ladyfhip was only daughter of
Edward Stawcll, 4th and laft Lord
Stawell, lirli married to the late

Right Hon, Henry Bilfon Legge,
Chancf llor of the Exchequer, and
was created a peerefs by the title

of Baronefs Stawell, which title

defcends to her fon, Mr. Legge,
now Lord Stawell.

Hon. Lady Sufanna Houflon,
relift of Sir Thomas, Barr.

The Hon. Mrs. Page, relicl of
the late Thomas Page, Lfq; and
aunt to Lord \'^ifcounr Howe.

His PxOyal Highnefs Charles
Alexander, Duke of Lorrain and
Bar, Szc. Grand Mafter of the
Teutonic Order, &c. and Gover-
nor and C^p ain-general of the
Auitvidn Nethfrland".

August.
The Dowager Countefs Cowper,

third daughter of J^^hn Earl Gran-
ville, firltrndrntci •) the Hon. John
Spencer, and mother of tne pre-

fent Earl Spencer, afterwards mar-
ried to the late Larl Cowper, but
was not mother of the prefent

earl.

AtSudburv, Derbyf'iirc, Georc^e
Ven.'.Oies Lord Vernon. IJi^ lord-

Qiip was born Feb. 9, i:-cg, and
was created Lord Vernoci, . nd
Barnn of Kindcrr^n \]v i:,

1^62. H' i^ iiic-- e

by the Hon. 1 f, i

Vernon, born iVi .v
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The Right Rev. Dr. George
Chinnery, Lord Bifhop of Cloync.

Thomas George Lord Vifcount

and Baron Southwell. His lord-

fliip was born May 4, 1721, and
fucceeded his father in 1760. He
married Mils Hamilton in 1741,
by whom he has left iflue three fons

and a daughter.

At Lyons in France, the Hon.
John Roper, fecond fon to Lord
Teynham.
The Hon. Mrs. Clarges, fifter

to Lord Rarrington, and mother

of Sir T. Clarges, Bart.

Right Hon. John Drummond,
commonly called Lord Drum-
mond, eldeft fon to the Earl of

Perth.

At Knutsford, Lady Betty War-
burton, rclicl of the late Sir Peter

Warburton, and daughter of the

late Earl of Derby-
Sir Theod. Boughton, Bart.

Lady Afhbumham, wife of the

Bilhop of Chichefter.

Lord Vifcount Aflibrook, cf the

kingdom of Ireland.

Septemeer.
Hon. Lady Camilla Wallop.
Sir Thomas Dyer, Bart.

Sir John Fielding, Knt. one of

his Majefty's Juftices of the Peace

for the counties of Middlefex, Ef-

fex, Herts, Kent, Surry, and the

city and liberty of Weftminfter.

Mrs. Wingfield, mother to Lady
St. Aubin, and relift of the late

William Wingfield, Efq. She was
daughter of the late Sir William
Williamfon, and filter to the prc-

fent Sir Hedworth Williamfon,

Bart.

Mod noble the Marchionefs of

Lothian.

Right Hon, Peter Earl of Alta-

mont, Vifcount Weftport, Baron
Mounteagle, &c.

Lieutenant-gen. Skinner, chief
engineer of Great Britain.

Right Hon. Lady Widdring*
ton.

October.
Right Hon. Lady Hatton Boyle.

Hon. Elizabeth St. John, fiRer

to the late Lord St. John of Bletfoe.

Anth. Chamier, Efq; under Se-

cretary of State, M. P. and F.R.S.
Mifs Nelthorpe, fifter to Sir

John, Bart.

Sir John Mordaunt, K. B.
general, and colonel of the 14th
regiment of dragoons,

November.
Sir George Wombwell, Bart.

Lady Pettus, relicil of Sir Ho-
race.

Right Hon. Countefs of Don-
negal.

Sir James Stewart Denham, Bt,

Sir Saville Slingfby, Bart.

Her Imperial Majelly departed

this life at Vienna on Nov. 29,
about nine o'clock in the evening.

Her illnefs, though but of lliort

duration, was exceedingly pain-

ful.

The Hon. William Boyd, young-
eft brother to the late Earl of

Errol.

Right Hon. Thomas Willough-
by. Lord Middleton, and Baronet.

His lordfhip was born Jan. 26,

1728, and fucceeded his brother

Francis, the late lord, Dec. 15,

1774. He married April 14, 1770,
Mifs Chadwick, by whom he has

left no iflue, on which account

the title is fuppofed to be extind.

Mrs. Hellen Duffy, Lady Braco.

December.
Right Hon. Countefs Dowager

cf Shelburne.

Sir Chriftopher Traes, Bart,

colonel of the Cornilh militia.

Right
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Right Hon. Lady Coleraine. Mifs Aflong, only daughter of
Hon. Lady Mary Leflie, youngeft the Righc Hon. Lady Frances AC-

daughter of the Countefs of long.

Rothes. Sir James Barnaby, Bart.

Mrs. E. Wvnn, filler to the Right Hon. John Lord Vifcount
late Sir John, Bart. Downe.

Mifs Frances Ewer, daughter Sir H. Lippincott, Bart,
cf the late Bifhop of Bangor. Sir Thomas Stapylton, Bart.
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Account of the late Riots in the Cities

c/" London and Weftminller.

In the laft Seffion of the late Par-

liament, an Aft was pafTed in

Favour of the Roman Catholics,

inticled, j4?i ABfor relieving his

Mc'jejly^s SubjeSls profejjing the

Popijh Religion, from certain Pe-

nalties and Difabililies impcfed on

thetn by an AH made, iyi the Ele-

'-jcnth and Tiuelfth Tears of the

jReign ofKing William the Third,

intituled, ' An Acifor thefurther

J)re-jenting the Grovjth of Popery j'

of which Aft, the following is

an Abllraft.

TH E preamble recites, that

it is expedient to repeal cer-

tain provifions in the ad of King
William ; and the claiifes repealed

are as follow

:

* That fo much of the fiid Aft

as relates to the apprehending,

taking, or profecuting of Popiih

bifhops, priefts, or jefuits ; and

alfo fo much of the faid aft as fub-

jefts Popiih bifhops, prieils or je-

fuits, and Papifts, or perfons pro-

fefling the Popiih religion, and

keeping fchool, or taking upon

themfelves the education or go-

vernment or boarding of youth,

within this realm, or the domi-

nions thereto belonging, to per-

petual im^rifonment i and alio fo

much of the faid aft as difables

perfons educated in the Popiih re-

ligion, or profeffing the fame, un-

der the circumftances therein men-
tioned, to inherit or take by de-

fcent, devife, or limitation, in

poflefTion, reverfion, or remainder,

any lands, tenements, or heredi-

taments, within the kingdom of

England, dominion of Wales, and
town of Berwick upon Tweed,
and gives to the next of kin, be-

ing a Proteftant, a right to have
and enjoy fuch lands, tenements,

and hereditaments ; and alfo {o

much of the faid aft as difables

Papifts, or perfons profefilng the

Popifh religion, to purchafe any
manors, land?, profits out of lands,

tenements, rents, terms, or here-

ditaments, within the kingdom of

England, dominion of Wales, or

town of Berwick upon Tweed, and
makes void all and fingular eftates,

terms, and other interefts or pro-

fits whatever out of lands, to be

made, fuifered, or done, from and
after the day therein mentioned,

to or for the ufe or behoof of any
fuch perfon or perfons, or upon
any truft q\ confidence, mediately

or immediately, for the relief of

any fuch perfon or perfons ; Ihall

be, and the fame, and every clauie

and matter and thing herein be-

fore-mentioned, is and are hereby

repealed.

And
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moft endeavour to dlfclofs and
make kn^wn to his majelly, his
heirs and fucceffors, all treafons
and traiterous confpiracies vvhicli

may be formed a^rainft him or
ihem ; and I do faithfully promife
to maintain, fupport, and deft-nd,
to the utmoll of my power, the
fucceiHon of the crown in his ma-
jefcy's family, againll any perfoa
or perfons whatfoever ; hereby ut-
terly renouncing and abj :ritig any
obedience or allegiance unio the
pcrfon taking upou himfelf the
fcyle and title of Prince of Wales,
in the lifetime of his father, and
who, fince his death, is faid to

have r-fTumed the ilyle and title

of King of preat Britain, by the
name of Charles the Third, and to
any other perfon chiming or pre-
tending a right to the crown of
thefe realms : and I do fwear, that
I do rejedl and deteft, as an un-
chri.lian and impious pofition.

That it is lawful to murder or
dellroy any perfon or perions what-
foever, for or under pretence of
their being heretics ; and aifo that
unchriftian and impious principle.

That no faith is to be kept with
heretics: I further declare, that
it is no article of my faith, and
that 1 dp renounce, rejetl, and
abjure the opinion. That princes
excommunicated by the Pope and
council, or by any authority of
the See of Rome, or by any au-
thority whatfoever, may be de-
pofed or murdered by their fub-
jedts, or any perfon whatfoever;
and I do declare, that I do not be-
lieve that the Pope of Rome, or
any other foreign prince, prelate,

ftate, or potentate, hath, or ought
to have, any temporal or livil ju-
rifdiflion, power, fuperiority, or
pre-eminence, diredly ox indirefk-

5 I/,

* And be it ena(fled by the au-

thority aforefaid. That every per-

fon and perfons having or chim-

ing any lands, tenements, or he-

reditaments, under titles not hi-

therto litigated, though derived

from any dt-fcent, devife, limita-

tion, or purchafe, fhall have, take,

ho'd, and enjoy the fame, as if

the laid ad, or any thing therein

contiined, had not been made;
any thing in the faid aft contained

to the contrary notwithitanding.
* Provided always, and be it

cnaftcd. That nothing herein con-

tained fhall extend, or be con-

ftrued to affecl any aftion or fuit

now depending, which fliall be

profecuted with efFeft, and without

delay.
* Provided alfo. That nothing

herein contained fhnll extend, or

be conflrued to extend, to any
perfon or perfons but fuch who
ihall, within the fpace of fix ca-

lendar months after the pafiing of

this aft, or of accruing of his, her,

or their title, being of the age of

twenty-one years, or who, being

under the age of twenty-one years,

ihall, within fix months af«.er he or

fhe (hail attain the age of twenty-

one years, or being of unfound
mind, or in prifon, or beyond the

feas, then wirhin fix months after

fuch difability removed, take and
fubfcribc an oath in the words fol-

lowing :

The Test or Oath.
*' I A. B. do lincerely promife

and fwear. That I will be faithful

and bear true uUcgiauce to his iVIa-

jeliy King George the Third, and
iiim will defend, to the utmoft of
my power, againll: all confpiracies

and attempts whi.tever that (hall

be made againll his perfon, crown,
or dignity ; and 1 will do my uc-
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ly, within this realm. AnJ I do

folen^.nly, in the prefence of God,
profefs, tcflify, and declare, T^at
I do make this declaration, and
every part thereof, in the plain

and ordinary fanfe of the words of

this oath ; without any evafion,

equivocation, or mental referva-

tion whatever, and without any

difpenfation already granted by the

Pope, or any authority of the See

of Rome, or any perfon whatever;

and without thinking that I am or

can be acquitted before God or

man, or abfolved of this declara-

tion, or any part thereof, although

the Pope, or any other perfons or

authority whatfoever, fhall difpenfe

\vith or annul the famz, or declare

that it was null or void."

It concludes with reciting what
courts of judicature the oath is to

be taken, fubfcribcd, and regi-

ilered in ; and with an informa-

tion, that the a€t fhould not be

conftrued to extend to any Popilli

bifhop, prieft, jefnit, or fchool-

m after, who (hall not have taken

and fubfcribed the above oath, in

the above words, before he fhall

have been apprehended, or anypro-

fecution commenced ag^.infc him.

The original motion was made
in the Houfe of Commons by Sir

George Savile, and received with

univerfal approbacion, and a bill

was accordingly brought in and
pafTed both Houfes without a fmgle

negative.

An extenfion of the fame relief

to the Catholics of Scotland, was
alfo faid to have been intended by
parliament. The report fpread an

immediate alarm throughout that

tountry ; focieties were formed for

the defence of the Proteftant faith,

committees appointed, books dif-

perfed, and, in ihort, every me-

thod taken to inflame the zeal of
the people. Thefe attempts being
totally neglefted by government,
and but feebly refilled by the more
liberal minded in thatcountry, pro-
duced all their efredi?. A furious

fpirit of bigotry and perfecution

foon fliesved itfelf, and broke out
into the moft outrageous acts of
violence and cruelty againll the
Papifts at Edinburgh, Glafgow,
and elfewhere. As government did
not think it advifable to reprcfs

this fpirit by force, the juft and
benevolent intentions of the legif-

lature were laid alidc.

The fuccefsful refiftance of the
zealots in Scotland to any relaxa-

tion of the penal laws again (t Pa-
pifts, feem? to have given the firft

rife to the Proteftant AfTociation in

England : for about the fame time
bills were difperfed, and adver-
tifements inferted in the news-
papers, inviting thofe who Vi^ifhed

well to the caufe, to unite under
that title ; and Lord George Gor-
don, who had been fo active at the

head of the malecontents in Scot-
land, was chofen their prefidcnt.

On Monday, May 29, a meeting
was held at Coach-makers-hall,
purfuant to public' adveriifement,

in order to conildcr of the mode of
prcfenting a petition to the Houfe
of Commons. Lord George Gor-
don took the chair, and after a
long inflammatory harangue, in

which he endeavoured to perfuade

his hearers of the r.^ipid and alarm-
ing progrefs that i'opery was mak-
ing in this kingdom, he proceeded
to obferve, that the only way to

flop it was going in a firm, man-
ly, and refolute manner to the

Houfe, and (hewing their repre-

f-ntatives that they were deter-

mined to preferve their religious

freedom
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freedom with their lives. That,
for his part, he would run all ha-

zards with the people; and if the

people were too lukewarm to run

all hazards with him, when their

Coiifcience and their country call

them forth, they might get ano-

ther prefident ; for he would tell

them candidly, that he was not a

lukewarm man himfelf, and that

if they meant to fp 'nd their time
in mock debate and idle oppofi-

tion, they might get another lead-

er. This fpeech was received with
the loudeft applaufe, and his lord-

fliip then moved the following re-

folution : " That the whole body
of the Proteftant Afibciation do at-

tend in Saint George's-fields, on
Friday next, at ten o'clock in the

morning, to accompany his lord-

fhip to the Houfe of Commons on
the delivery of the Proteltant peti-

tion ;" which was carried unani-
moufly. His lordlhip then in-

formed them, that if lefs than
20,coo of his fellow-citizens at-

tended him on that day, he would
not prefent their petition ; and for

the better cbfervance of order, he
moved, that they {hould arrange
themf-lves in four divifions; the

Proteftants of the city of London
on the right ; thofe of the city of
Weftminller on the left; the bo-
rough of Southwark third ; and the

people of Scotland refident in Lon-
don and its environs to form the lalt

divifion ; and that they might know
their friends from their enemies,
he added, that every real Protef-
tant, and friend of the petition,

Ihould come with blue cockades in

their hats.

Accordingly, on Friday, June 2,
at ten in the forenoon, feveral

thoufatids aflembled at the place
appointed, marlhallJng themlelves

Vol. XXIII.

in ranks, and waiting for their

lender. About eleven o'clock,

Loi«d George arrived, and gavedi-
reilions in what manner he would
have them proceed, and about
twelve, one party was ordered to

go round over London -bridge, ano-
ther over Blackfriars, and a third

to follow him over Weftminller.

A roll of parchment, ccn:aining

the names of thofe v^ho had ligned

the petition, was borne before

them. They proceeded with gi-eat

decorum on their route, and the

whole body was alTembled, about
half pad two, before both Houfes
of parliament on which occafion

they gave a general fliout.

But however peaceable and well

difpofed fome of them might be,

others foon began to exercife the

moft arbitrary power over both
Lords and Commons, by obliging

almoft all the members to put blue

cockades in their hats, and call

out, < No Popery!' Some they

compelled to take oaths to vote for

the repeal of the obnoxious ad,
others they infulted in the moll in-

decent and violent manner. They
took poflefiion cf all the avenues

up to the very doors of both

Houfes of Parliament, which they

twice attempted to force open.

The Archbifhop of York was one
of the Jirft they attacked. As fooa

as his coach was known coming
down Pailiament ftreet, he was'
fainted with htfies, groans, and
hootings. The Lord Pref'dent csf

the Council, Lord Bathurft, they

puftied about in the rudell manner,
and kicked violently on the legs.

Lord Klansfield had the glaifes

of his carriage broken, the pan-

nels beat in, and narrowly efcap-

ed with life. The Duke of Nor-
thumberland had his pocket pick-
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ed of his watch. The Bilhop of

Litchfield had his gown torn. The
wheels of the Bifhop of Lincoln's

carriage were taken off, and his

lordfhip efcaped with life, being

obliged to feek fhelter in the houfe

of Mr. Atkinfon, an Attorney,

where he changed his cloaths, and

made his efcape over the leads of

the adjaceni houfes.

The Lords Townlhcnd and

Hilifborough came together, and
were greatly infulted, and fent

into the Houfe without their bags,

and with their hair hanging loofe

on their flioulders. The coach of
Lord Stormont was broken to

pieces, himfelf in the hands of

the mob for near half an hour:

he was refcued at laft by a gentle,

man, who harangued the mob,
and prevailed on them to defift.

Lords Albburnham and Bofton

were treated with the utmoft in-

dignity, particularly Lord Bofton,

^ho was fo long in their power
that it was propofed by fome of

the peers to go as a body, and en-

deavour, by their prefence, to

extricate him ; but whilft they

were deliberating, his lordfhip

efcaped without any material

hurt. Lord Willoughby de Broke,

Lord St. John, Lord Dudley, and
many orhers, were perfonally ill

treated ; and Wellbore Ellis, Efq;

was obliged to take refuge in the

Guildhall of Weftrainfter (whither

he was purfued) the windows of
which were broke, the doors

forced, and Jufiice Addington,
with all the conftables, expelied :

Mr. Ellis efcaped with the utmoil

hazard.

Lord George Gordon, during

thefe unwarrantable proceedings,

came feveral times to the top of

ihe gallery itairs, whence he ha.

2

rangued the people, and informed

them of the bad fuccefs their pe-

tition was like to meet with, and
marked out fuch members as were

oppofing it, particularly Mr.
Burke, the member for Briltol.

He told them, at firft, that it

was propofed to take it into con-

fideration on Tuefday, in a Com-
mittee of the Houfe, but that he
did not like delays, for the par-

liament might be prorogued by
that time.

He afterwards came and faid,

* Gentlemen, the alarm has gone
forth for many miles round the

city. You have got a very good
prince, who, as foon as he (hall

hear the alarm has feized fuch z

number of men, will no doubt fend

down private orders to his mini-
fters to enforce the prayer of your
petition.

General Conway, and feveral

other members, expoftulated with
him very warmly on the mifchiefs

that might arife from fuch con-
duft; and Colonel Gordon, a near

relation of his lordihip's, went up
to him, and accolled him in the
following manner: * My Lord
George, do you intend to bring
your rafcally adherents into the

Houfe of Commons .'' If you do—
the firll man of them that entars,

I will plunge my fword not into

his, but into your body.

While his lordfhlp was making
his fecond fpeech to the mob,
another of his relations. General
Grant, came behind him, and
endeavoured to draw him back
into the Houfe, and faid to him,
* For God's fake. Lord George !

do not lead thefe poor people into

any danger.'—His lordlhip, how-
ever, made the general no anfwer,

bu( continued his harangue-^
* You
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it taken into immediate confider-

ation, and was again fcconded by
Mr. Alderman Bail.

After fome debate, the Houfe
divided, and there appeared 6 for

the petition, and 192 againft it.

Soon after this the Houfe adj Turn-

ed, and the mob having difperfed

from the avenues of both Houfes,
the guards were ordered home.
Though order and tranquillity

were re-eftablilhed in this part of
the town, it was far otherwife

elfewhere. The mob paraded ofF

in different divifions from Palace-

yard, and fome of them went to

the Roniifh Chapel in Duke-ftreer,

Lincoln's-inn fields, others to th:U

in Warwick-llreet, Golden-fquare,
both of which they in a great

meafure demolifhed. The mili-

tary were fent for, but could not
arrive time enough at either to

prevent • mifchief. Thirteen of
the rioters were however taken,
and the mob, for that night, dif-

perfed.

The riots, which were fo alarm*
ing on the Friday evening, partly

fubfided on Saturday; but on Sun-
day in the afternoon, the riorers

affembled again io large bodies,

and attacked the chapels and dwel-
ling-houfes of the catholics in and
about Moorfields. They Ilript

their houfes of furniture, and their

chapels not only of the orna-
ments and infignia of religion, but
tore up the altars, pulpits, pews,
and benches, and made fires of
them, leaving nothing but the bare

walls.

On Monday the rioters collsflcd

again. Some paraded wiih the

reliques of havock, which they col-

lediL'i in Moorfields, as far as

Lord George Gordon's houfe in

WelSeck - Itreet, and afterwards

[^j 2 burnt

* You fee, faid he, in this effort

to perfuade me from my duty,

before your eyes, an inflance of

the difHculties I have to encounter

with from fuch wife men of this

world as my honourable friend

behind my back.'

Alderman Sawbrid?e and others

endeavoured to perfuade the peo-

ple to clear the lobby, but to no
purpofe. The Aflillant to the

Chaplain of the Houfe of Com-
mons likewife addrelTed them,

but gained nothing except curfes.

Soon after this, a party af horfe

and foot guards arrived. Juftice

Addington was at the head of the

horfe, aid was received with

hifTes; but on his alTuring the

people that his difpofition towards

them was peaceable, and that he

would order the foldiers away, if

they would give their honour to

difperfe, he gained their good will.

Accordingly the cavalry galloped

off, and upwards of fix hundred
of the petitioners, after giving the

magidrate three cheers, departed.

The greateft part of the day the

attention of the Houfe of Com-
mons had been taken up in de-

bates concerning the mob. When
they had obtained fome degree of

order. Lord George introduced

his bufinefi with informing them,

that he had before him a Petition

figned by near one hundred and
twenty thoufand of his majelly's

proteltant rubje(fts, praying, ' A
repeal of the a£t palled the laft

felTion io favour of the Roman
Catholics,' and moved to have the

faid petition brought up.

Mr. Alderman Bull fecondcd the

motion, and leave was given ac-

cordingly.

Having brought up the petition,

his Lordihip then moved to have
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burnt them in the adjacent fields.

Another party went to Virginia-

lane, Wapping, and a third lo

Nightingiiie-lane, EalKSmithfield,

where they feverally deftroyed the

catholic chapels, and committed
other outrages. Mr, Rainsforth,

tallow-chandler, of Stanhope-
ilreet, C-are - market, and Mr.
Maberlv, of Little Queen-ftreet,

Lincoln's-inn-fields, wno had ap-

peared as evidences on the exa-

tninatjon of thofe who had been

committed, bad each of them their

houfcs and (hops (tripped, and
their contents committed to the

ilamcs. Sir George Saville's houfe

in Leicef^er-fields, underwent the

fame fate, for preparing and bring-

ing the bill into parliament, in

favour of the catholics.

This day alfo, which was held

as the anniverfary of the king's

birth - day, a proclamation was
i/Tued, promifing a reward of 500 1.

to thofe who would make difco-

very of the perfofts concerned in

demclifhing and fetting fire to the

Sardinian and Bavarian chapels.

The perfons formerly apprehend-

ed were re-examined, and feme
were difcharged; others were or-

dered to Newgate, and were ef-

coned there by a party of the

guards, whom, on their return,

the mob pelted.

On Tuefday all the military in

town were ordered on duty at the

Tower, both Houies of Parlia-

ment, St. James's, St. George's
Fields, &c. during the day. Not-
withitanding every precaution,

Xiord Sandwich was wounded in

attempting to go down to the

Parliament Hojfe to attend his

duty, his carriage demolifhed, and
himfelf refcued by the military

witb difHculty,

About fix in the evening, one
party went to the hou/e of Juftice

Hvde, near Leicefter-fields, which
th'v deftroyed ; another party pa-

raded through Long Acre, down
Holborn, &c. till they came to

Newgate, and publicly declared

they would go and rcleafe the

confined rioters. When they ar-

rived at the doors of the prifon,

they demanded of Mr. Akerman,
the keeper, to have their com-
rades immediately delivered up to

them ; and upon his perlifting to

do his duty, by relufing, they

began to break the windows, fome
to batter the doors and entrances

into the cells, with pick-axes and
fledge-hammers, others with lad-

ders to climb the walls, while

feveral collected fire-brands, and
whatever combuftibles they could

find, and flung into his dwelling-

houfe. What contributed to the

fpreading of the flames, was the

great quantity of houihold furni-

ture belonging to Mr. Akerman,
which they threw out of the win-

dows, piled up againft the doors,

and fet fire to ; the force of which
prefently communicated to the

houfe, from the houfe to the cha»

pel, and from thence through the

prifon. As foon as the flames had
deftroyed Mr. Akerman's houfe,

which was part of Newgate, and
were communicated to the wards

and cells, all the priloners, to the

amount of three hundred, among
whom were four under fentence

of death, and ordered for execution

on the Thurfday following, were
releafed.

Not fatiated with the deftruflion

of this great building, a party was

fent among the catholics in De-
vonfhire-ftreet, Red Lion-fquare;

another to the houfe of JulHce
Cox,
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Cox, in Great Queen ftreet, which
was f(;ofi dc-ilroy^'d ; a third broke

open rhe doors of the Ne^^ Prifon,

Cierkv^nwej], and turned out all

the priloners; a fourth df^ltroyed

the furniture and efFcifts, writings,

&c. of Sir John Fiflding; and a

Lady Mansfield made t-heir efcape

through a back door, a few mi-
nutes before the rioters broke in

and took p fTeffioa of the houfe.

It is impoffiole to give any ade-
quate defcrjption of the events of
Wdnefdav. Notice was fent

fifth defperate and internal g;ng round to the public prifons of the

went to the elegant houfe of Lord King's Bench, Fleet, &c. by the

Mjnslield, in Bloomlb jrv-fquar:r,

which they, with the m ^ft unre-

lenting fury, fct lire to and con.

fumed.—They began by break-

ing d )wn the doors and windows,
and from every part of the houfe

liung the fuperb furniture into

nub, at what time they would
come and burn them down. The
fame kind of infernal humanity
was exercifed towards Mr. Lang-
dale, ad.ftiller in Holborn, whofe
lofs is faid to amoirnt to near

loo.oool. and feveral other Romifh
the llreet, where large fires were individuals. In the afcernoon all

made to deftroy it. They then the fhops were Ihut, and bits of
proceeded to his lordfhip's law- blae filk, by way cf flags, hung
library, &c. and deltroyed fome out at mjft houfe?, with the words
thoufand v ilumes, with many ca- ' No Popery,' chalked on the

pital manufjripts, mortg iges, pa- doors and window - ihutters, by
pers, and other deeds. The rich way of deprecating the fury of
wardrobe of wearing apparel, and the infurgents, from which no
fome very capital piclure'-, were perfon thought himfeif fecure.

alfo burned ; and they afterwards Ai foon as the day was drawing
forced their way into his lordfhip's to.vards a clofe, one of the molt
wine-cellars, and plentifully be- dreadfil fpeiflacles this country
flowed it on the populace. A ever beheld was exhibited. Lee
party of guards now arrived, and thofe, who were not fpedators of
a magiltrate read the riot-act, it, judge what the inhabitants

and then was obliged to give felt when- they beheld at the fame
orders for a detachment to fire, inftant the flames afcending and
when about fourteen obeyed, and rolling in, clouds from the King's-
fhot feveral men and wonnen, and Bench and Fleet Prifons, ^^from
wounded others. They were or- New Bridewell, from the.toll-
dered to fire again, which they gates on .Black - friars Bridge*,
did, without eft'ed. This did not from houfes in every quarter of
intimidate the mob; they began the town, and particularly from
to pull the houfe down, and burn
the floors, planks, fpars, Stc. and
dellfoyed the .out-houfes and lU-
bles ; fo that in a ihort time the

whole was con fumed.—Lord and

the bottom and middle of Hol-
born, where the conflagr.itiori

was horrible beyor)d defcription.

Tjjie houses that were firll fet on
fire at this lalt-mentioncd pkce.

* The toll-gates at Black-friars appear to have' been burnt for the lake of
plunder : lome lives were lolt there, and one man, who was ill gt^ ran tbir.y or
foity yaidi before he dropped.

W 3 ^-^
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both be! need to Mr. Langdale,

an eminent diftiiler, and contained

imniet'fe quantities of fpirituous

liquor?.—Six-and-thirty fires, all

blazing at one time, and in

different quarters of the city,

•were to be feen from one fpot.

—During the whole night men,
women, and children, were run-

ning up and down with fuch

goods and eiFefts as they wifhed

inoft to prcferve. The tremendous

roar of the authors of thefe hor-

rible fcenes whs heard at one in-

flant, and at the nPxt, the dread-

ful reports of foldiers mufquets,

firing in platoons, and from dif-

ferent quarters : in fhort, every

thing ferved to imprefs the mind

v.'ith ideas of univerfal anarchy

and approaching defolation.

Two attempts, in the courfe

of the day, were made upon

the Bank ; but the rioters were

fo much intimidated' by the

ftrength with which thfey beheld

it guarded, that their attacks were

but feebly conducted, and they

were repulfed at the firft fire from

the friilitary. They "made an

effort to break into the Pay-office

likewife, and met the fame fate.

Several of them fell in thefe fkir-

liiifhey,-and many were w6unded.

Had' the Bank and the public

Offices been the firlt o'bjefts of

their fury, inflead of the houfes of

indivpduals, the chapels, and the

prifons, there" 'can be little doubt

but they would have fucceedted in

their attempt ; and what the con-

fequeiices in th-at cafe would hav6

been, let any rational mfnd figure

to itfelf

!

'

It is impoflible ,to afcertain the

number of unhappy wretches who
loft their lives in the courfe of

this dreadful ni^ht.—Powder and

ball vvos not fo fatal to them as

their own inordinate appetites.

Numbers died with inebriation,

efpecially at the diftilleries of the

unfortunate Mr. Langdale, from
whofe veiTals the liquor ran down
the middle of the Ilreet, was taken

up by pailfuls, and held to the

mouths of the deluded multitude ;

many of whom killed themfelves

with drinking non-re6tified fpirits,

and were burnt or buried in the

ruins.

The regulars and militia had
poured in fo faft, in confequence

of the exprefies difpatched for

that purpofe, that the citizens on
Thurfday began to recover from
their confternation. They were,

however, fo thoroughly alarmed,

and fo much affiefled by the de-

predations they beheld on every

fide, that ths (hops were univer-

fally ffiut from Tyburn to White-
chapel-, and no bufinefs of any

kind, except at the Bank, was
tranfafted. — The military were
exceedingly adtive this day ; and
fecured great numbers of difor-

derly perfons ; feveral were taken

in the cells of Newgale, attempt-

ing to rekindle the fire' in thofe

parts which had not been totally

deftroyed.

The following is faid to be a

copy of the return made to Lord
Amherfl: of the kiHed and wound-
ed during the difturbances

:

By affi'ciation troops

and guards

By light horfe

Died in hofpitals - 75
Prifoners now under cure 173

nces :

I
109? I
101 3 ^

cS45

The number of thofe who pe-

riflicd from inebriation, and in

the
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Carpenter's regiment of dragoons ;

after which came acoloneI'^ guard
of the foot gusrds, befides a party

of the militia, which marched on
each fide of the coach. The ca-

valcade pafTed over Weftminfter-
bridge, through St. George's
Fields, the Borough, and fo on
to the Tower, where his lordfhip

alighted about ten o'clock, and
refted that nif»ht in the Governor's
apartments.—The fame day Mr.
Fifher, Secretary to the Proteftant

AfTociation, was taken to the

Tower, examined by the Privy-

council, and honourably dif-

mifTed.

The arrangement of the mili-

tary, that was made on Thurfday,
produced fo good an effect, that

there was no riot or diiturbances

in any part of the town, in the

courfe of the night, and the next

day (Friday) peace and tran-

quillity were rellored, and the

only uneafinefs felt, was, that

the metropolis was fubjeded to

martial law. This very difa-

greeable apprehenfion arofe from
the proclamation which was iffued,

declaring that orders were given
to the military power to exert

their utmoll endeavours for the

reltoring of peace. In order, how-
ever, to diflipate this idea, the

following hand-bill was circulated

in every quarter of the tOA n :

—

* Whereas fome ill defigning

and malicious performs have pnb-
lifhed, for the purpofe of difquiet-

ing the minds of his Majefly's

faithful fubjedls, that it is in-

tended to try the prifoners, now
in cuftody, by martial law ; no-

tice is giv'-n, by authority, that

no fuch purpofe or int'enti^n has

ever been in the contemplation of

Government ; but chat the faid

[R] 4 priiuncfj

the roins of the demolilh^d houfes,

is not kn.ivvn, but is conceived to

have be^n v?rv confiderable.

Fridny, at eleven o'clock, a

C'"'unci! '^ a> held at Lord Sror-

mnnt's office in Cleveland-row
;

in confequence ot which, a war-

rant was JfTued by his Majefty's

Principal Secretir'es o^ State, di-

reeled to Mann and Staley, two

of his Majefty's MefTengers in or-

dinary, for the apprehending and

taking into fafe cuftody, the Right
ironourable Lord George Gordon.

The mefTengers, on receiving their

warrants, inftantly repaired to his

houfe in Welbeck-ftreet, and,

getting admittance, were intro-

duced to his lordfliip, whom they

made immediately acquainted with
the nature of their vifit :—Lord
George only replied,— • If you
are fure it is me you want, I am
ready to attend you !'—Upon
which, a hackney - coach being
previoufly got ready, and a party

of light horfe having received

orders to attend in an adjacent
flreet, his lordfhip was conduced
fafely by them, about iix o'clock,

to the Horfe-Guards.—A long
examination took place in the

War-ofiice, before the Lord Pre-
fident. Lord North, Lord Am-
herft, the Secretaries of :3tate, and
feveral other Lords of the Privy-

council ; and at half an hour after

nine. Lord George Gordon was
committed a clofe prifoner to the

Tower. The guards that attended
him weie by far the greatcll in

number ever rememberocl to guard
a ftate prifoner. A large parry of
infantry preceded in front, his

Lord(hip following in a coach, in

which were two officers ; two fol-

diers rode behind the coach, and
immediately followed General
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prifoners will be tried by the due

courfe of law, as expeditioufly as

may be.'

We muft not forget to mention,

that attempts were made to create

the fame dillurbances at Hull,

Briflol, and Bath. By the care

and attention of the ci^'il ma-
gillraie they were fruilrated ; but

at Bath not till a chapel and fome

houfes were deAroycd.

IN this ample tlftail of the tu-

mults, which threatened the very

exigence of the metropolis, it

cannot but be remarked, that

fcarce any attempt appears to have

been made either to prevent them,

or to check their progrefs. For fix

days fucceifively, from Friday the

2d of June to Thurfday the 8th,

the cities of London and Weil-

minfter were delivered up into

the hands of an unarmed and

nameiefs mob, to be plundered

St its difcretion. Much blame on

this account has been thrown on

the magiftrates of the cities, much
on the king's minifiers ; with

what juflice the following au-

thentic papers will in fome m.ea-

fure enable our readers to judge.

Copies of ths Letters nvhich paj/ed

bi't^iveen the Secretaries cf State,

the Lord Prejident cf the Coun-

cil, the Comyna/ider in Chief,

and the Lord Muycr and Al-

dt'-men of the City of Lrndon,

and alfo cf the Kirig^ s Prccla-

naticn, reluti've to the late Riots,

Si. yames^s, fane ^, 1780.

14 M,p. T'Tvo P. M.
My Lord,

AS information which I have

received gives me reafon to ap-

prehend that tumults may aiife

within your lordfhip's jurifdlflion,

I think it my duty to convey to

you immediately this information,

I cannot too flrongly recommend
the matter to your lordfhip's at-

tention, and am confident, from
your known activity, that you
will not omit any legal exertion

of the civil power which may con-

tribute upon this occafion to pre-

ferve the public peace.

I have the honour to be.

My lord.

Your lordfhip's

Moft obedient humble fervant,

Stormont.
The Right Hon. the Lord
Mayor of London,

St. fames'' s, June /^, I 780.

z<i M. p. Ten, P. M.
Mv Lord,

INFORMAl ION which I

have jurt received makes me think

it my indifpenfable duty to re-

commend the contents of the let-

ter which I had the honour to

write to your lordfhip yeflerday,

to your molt ferious confideration,

I cannot but hope and trult, from
your lordfhip's known zeal and
activity, that every effedual legal

method will be ufed by you to

preferve the public peace, by
guarding it againlt thoie dangers

to which it Hands cxpofed.

I am, with great refpeft.

My lord.

Your lorddiip's

Moll obedient humble fervant,

Stormont.
Right Hon. the Lord Mayor.

St. James''3, June 5, 17 80.

My Lord,
"W E learnt with pleafure, by

your lordfhip's verbal anfwer re-

turned to Lord Siormont's letter

of
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of laft night, that you were then bled themfflves together in a

ufino- your bfll endeavours to dif- riotous and tumultuons manner,
per(e the tumultuous aflembly in and have been i^uilty of many ads
Moorfields, and to prevent every of treafon and rebdiinn, having-

outrage. Tliofe endeavours feem mnde an afiault on the gaol of
to have been in fome degree fuc- Newgate, fet loofe the prifoners

cefsful for a time; but we have conhned therein, and fet fire to

jull received intelligence, which and deliroyed the faid prifon :

gives us equal concern and fur- And whereas houfes a-e now
prize, that there is aftually a li- pulling down in feveral parts of
otous meeting at the fame placr, our cities .of London and WeiK
and that a great number of ie- minfter, and liberties thereof, and
ditious perfons are employed in fires kindled for confuming the
demolifliing different dwelling- materials and furniture of the
houfes, and all this is done in fame, whereby it is become ab-
broad day, according to our in- folutely necefTary to ufe the moffc

formation, without the lead in- effeflual means to quiet fuch
terpofition of the civil magiftrates diilurbances, to preferve the lives

to preferve the public peace. and properties of individuals, and
Under thefe confiderations we to reftore the peace of the country

:

think it our indifpenfable duty We, therefor^-, taking the fime
again to call your lordlhip's at- into our moll ferious confideration

tention to fuch very ferious objedls, have thought fit, by and with the
and we cannot but perfuade our- advice of our Privy Council, to
felves that you will feel that a iiTue this our royal Proclamation
conftant, uninterrupted exertion heiebv ftriclly charging and ex-
of every poffible Ipgal endeavour horting all our loving fubjeft; to
to prevent or quell (uch outrages, pr'^ferve the peace, and to keep
and to preferve or reftore the pub- themf-lves, their fervants and ap-
lic order and tranquillity, and to prentices, quierjy within their
feize and fecure the principal de- refpedive dwellings, to the end
linquents, that they may be that all well-difpofed perfons may-
brought to jultice, is an indif- ai'oid thofe mifchiefs which the
penfable part of the duty of the continuance of fuch riotous pro-
high llation in which your lord- ceedings may bring upon the
fhip is placed. guilty: And as it is nerelf^ry.

We have the honour to be, from the circumltances before-
My lord, mentioned, to employ the military

Your lordfhip's mod obedient, force, with which we are bv law
and moft humble fervants, entruftcd, for the immediate fup.

Stormont, preffion of fuch rebellious and
Hillsborough, traiterous attempts, now makintr

^he Right Hon. the Lord Mayor againft the peace and dienity of
of the city of London. our Crown, and the fafety of the

lives and properties of our Kib-
George R. j'-ds. We have therefore iffued

WHEREAS a great number the moft direct and effedu^I orders
of diforderly perfons have affem- to all our ofBccrs, by an imme-

diate
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diate exertion of their ntmoft

force, to reprefs the fame, of

which all peifons are to take

notice.

Given at our Court at St.

James's, the feventh day of

June, one thoufand feven

hundred and eighty, in the

twentieth year cf our reign.

God fave the King.

On the farr.e day th^ following

general orders nvere ijfued to the

oncers and coimnanders of all his

majejly^sforces in Great-Britain.

GENERAL ORDERS.
Adjutant-general^s offce,

June 7, 1780.

'^ In obedience to an order of

the king in council, the miliiriry

to aft without waiting for di-

reflions from the civil magiftrates,

a»d to ufe force for difperfing the

illegal and tumultuous affemblies

of the people.

Wm. Amherst, Adjutant-gen."

Senjeral inhabitants of the city of

London hu-ving propojed to arm

thernfelves for their comn.on prc-

(avaiion, the fcllo--wing letters

fafed on that fubjeel.

WhitehallJ I2lh Juney 1780.

SIR,
J HAVE received the favour

of your letter of this date, with

the feveral papers Inclofed. If in

the printed paper, with the lord

jTiSyor's name annexed, firelocks

are meant by the words, '* ivith

their arms,^' in the firlc article of

the paper, I wholly difapprove of

that intention : no perfon can bear

arms in this country but under olii-

rers having the king's ccmmilHons.

The inhabitants of the borough
of Southwark, thofe of the parifh of
Covent-garden, and fome of ether

parifhes, have formed themfelves

into very ufeful, and at the fame
time unexceptionable aflf ciations

;

and if fomething of the fame kind
was adopted in the city, there is

no doubt but much ufe and great

fecurity would arife therefrom ;

but the ufing of fire-arms is im-
proper, unneceflary, and cannot be
approved,

I have the honour to be.

Sir, &c.

Amherst.
Lieut. Col. T-v:ifleton»

Whitehall, \ ith June, 1780^
SIP,

I HAVE received the favour

of your letter of this date, on the

fiibjf(fl of the inhabitants of the

city being permitted to carry arms,

and I cannot fay more on the ge-

neral fubjeft than I mentioned in

my letter to you of yelterday's

date, which was a clear difappro-

bation cf that part of the lord

m?.yor's plan which regards the

arms.

If therefore any arms are found
in the hands of perfons, except

they are ^f the city militia, or are

perfons authorized by the king to

be armed, vcu will pleafe to order

the arms to be delivered up to you,

to I)-; fiifely kept until further order.

1 am, SIR,
Your moft obedient,

and moll humble fervant,

Amherst,
Lieut, Col. ^nxiifleton.

Whitehall, June \ifth, 1 7 80.

SIR,
I HAVE had the honour to

receive your letter of this day's

daie^
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date, and I have alfo feen Lieute-

nani-C )lonel Grinfield. I cannot

iay more regarding the propofal

for putting arms into the hands of

the inhabitants of the city, than

as contained in my letters to you

of Monday's and yefterday's date,

and I fully approve of your con-

duft upon the wholeof thisbuilnefs.

There can be no doubt ihat the

aldermen in propofing to arm their

wards, mean by way of general

defence ; but fuppchng that the

aflembling the inhabitants under

arms was legal, the inconvenien-

cies which you have ftaied to the

mayor, IcQ. as likely to arife from
the motlev appearance of the arm-
ed inhabitants in cafe of the rio-

ters affembling again, fliould, I

think, be fufficient to induce the

magiftrates of the city to drop the

intention.

I have laid before the king's

confidential fervants all your let-

ters upon this fubjeifl, together

with copies of my anfwers to them ;

and I am very glad to inform you
that your conduft has received their

full approbation, as well as that

of.

Sir, &c.

Amherst.
Colonel T'duijltton.

Bridge Ward Within, \^th 'June,

1780.

My Lord,
WE are directed, by the unani.

nous refolution of a very nume-
rnus and refpedlable wardmote,
.held at Fllhmongers-hall, this day,
before Thomas Wooldridge, Efq;
alderman, to apply to your lord-

fhip for the king's leave to affociate

ourfelves, purfuant to the annex-
ed plan, for the prefervation of

oarfelves and neighbour?, againft

a renewal of the mifchiefs fo re-

cently experienced from a lawlefs

and licentious banditti.

As the Ilrongeft fentiments of
loyalty and aiteftion to his majefty

and the coniHtution are our go-
verning principles, we rely on your
lordfhip's kind recommendation of
this meafutc.

We have the honour to be
your lordfhip's, &c,

James Sanderson,
James Davidson,
Joseph Harocastle,
Wm. Anderson,
Jac. Wrench,
M. Duke Thompsost,
Fras. Garret.

Right Hon. Lord Arjiherji, tSc, l^c^

The Plan referred to ahonie.

A battalion company cf fifty of
the opulent part of the inhabi-

tants, armed, cloathed, and taught
the manual and platoon exercife,

at their own expence, and not to

do duty out of Bridge Ward.

Whitehall, iSthJune, I780,

SIR,
HAVING laid before the king

the letter of ycfterday's date, figned

by feveral gentlemen of the Ward
cf Bridge Within, that you put into

my hands this morning, whereia
it is defired that a certain number
of the inhabitants oi the faid ward
may have leave to form ihemfelves

into a company, and be armed
for the purpofe of preferving them-
felves and neighbours in caie there

fliould be a renewal of the late

mifchiefs in the mecropolis, or any
affembly of a lawlefs and licen-

tious mob ; and the faid p'opofi-

tion having been fully taken into

confidcration,
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confideration, 1 am to acquaint

you thac it is not though: expe-

dieni that any perfons fliould be

permitted to ufe arms, otherwife

than for the immediate defence of

their houfes, or being under the

commandof perlbn? recei%'ing com-

miflions from the king.

1 am. Sir, Sec.

Amherst.
Mi: AUermari WoolJrldge.

In cc;:fcquxftce of the orders from

tie Adjii an:-Ge!.':ral and the abonje

letters, the fclk^ving <was Jent to the

jf«r/Bathuril:

Guildhall, i/{thju7ie, 1780.

My Lord,
I AM diredted by the court of

aldermen to inform your lordfhip,

that, in obedience to ynur lord-

fhip's orders, they h;ive mad? dili-

gent fearch in the feveral wards

after thofe diforderiy perfons who
have been concerned in the late

dangeroui riots, and have taken

to their afiiftunce the houfe-keep-

ers in each diftrid, who have arm-

ed themfelvcs, under the dircclion

of the court, for the purpofe of

fupporting the civil magiltrate ;

but having communicated to the

court the inclofed letter from Lord

Amherft to Colonel Tvviflcton, who
favoured me with copies of them,

the court are defirous that fome

explanation may be given to thofe

letter-s as they now militate againfl:

the orders firlt received from your

lordfhip ; they aifo beg leave to

be informed by your lordfliip whe-

ther the order fent to Colonel

Twifleton by the A'ijutant-gene-

ral, direaing the military to aft

without waiting for the direftioiis

of the civil raagiflrate, is to con-
tinue in force.

I beg leave to fubfcribe myfel^
v.'ith the greateft refped,

my lord,

your lordfhip's moft obedient,

humble fervant,

B. Ken NEXT, mayor.
Earl Bathnrji.

Answer.
Whitehall, Council-chamher

t

"June 15.
My Lord,

** I HAVE been honoured
with your lordfliip's letter of yef-

terday's date, and have laid the

fame before the lords of the privy-

council, and am to inform your
lordfliip, that we apprehend Lord
Amherft's letter to your lordfhip

of the 15th inftant has not been
properly underiiood ; for when he

fpeaks of the arms in the hands of
the city militia, or other perfons

authorifed by the king to be arm-
ed, he certainly includes the arms
in the hands of the citizens and
houfekeepers, who, by virtue of
an order of the court of lieute-

nancy, are required to keep them
in their houfes ; and Colonel

Twifleton has put the proper con-

firudlion on thofe letters, by only

taking arms from fufpected per-

fons, or thofe who could not give

a good account . of themfelves.

While the military, necelTary for

the prefervation of the public peace,

remain in the city, it will, no
doubt, be proper that the order

of the Adjutant-general for their

ading without waiting for the di-

re(fling of the civil raagiiirate

fhould continue in force. The
attention paid by the inhabitants

in preferving the peace of the fe-

rejal
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veral wards is extremely commend-
able

;
yet the greatell care fhould

be taken that any armed houfe-

keepers do not expofe themfelves

to the military, who in a tumult

mi^ht not be able to diftin^uifh

them from the rioters.

I have the honour to be,

my lord,

your lordfnip's molt obedient

humble fervant,

Bathurst, p.

Right Hon. Lcrd Mayor,

To 'which the follotmng Rep!y

I'jas fent.

Ginldhall, June 17, 1780.

My Lord,

I A M to acknowledge the ho-
nour of your lordlhip's letter of
the 15th, which I communicated
to the court of aldermen yelterday,

by whom I am diretted to repre-

fent to your lord (hip,* that if you
will be pleafed to refer to my let-

ter of the 14th, your lordfliip will

find the letters of Lord Amhetll's
there mentioned (copies of which
were inclofed) were not addreffed

to me, but to Colonel Twii7ecr,n
;

the fecond of which feems to im-
port an order to him to difarm all

perfons in whole hands arms fhould

be found, except the city miiitia,

and perfons authorized by the

king to be armed ; which order,

i: is apprehended, would, if liter-

ally executed, dil'arm thofe a.<ri!l-

ants, wichoit whom it would have
been impolfiWe to have executed,
and will now be impollible to pro-

ceed in the execution of the order

of council of the 9:h inftmt; the

abidance which the aldermen of

this city judged necefTary to take
with them in the execution of that
order, in addition to the peace offi-
cers, being bodies of the inhabi-
tants of their refpeftive wards,
who have armed themfelves under
the direction "of the court of alder-
men (not the court of lieutenancy)
for the purpofe of fupponin" the
civil magirtrate.

The court were the more in.
dined to fear, that the order ia
queftion would be fo interpreted, as
Lord Amherft had in his letter to
Colonel Twidf-ton of the twelftli
inftant exprcfTed it to be his opi-
nion, that no man can bear arma
in this country but under officers
having the king's commiffion ; this
was what was meant by faying
that thofe letters militate againlr
the orders firft received from your
lorddiip, and the court defire to
fubmit to your lordifcip's confider-
ation whether fome further expla-
nation may not be necefTary to
prevent a conflruclion, which would
leave the civil magillrate without
power to ad at all, for want of
neceflary fupport, efpecially if ic

be thought proper that the Adju-
tant-general's order for the mili-
tary to aft, without waiting for
the direftion of the civil ma-^i-
flrate, fhould continue longer ia
force,

I am further diredsd by the
court to reprefent to your lordfhip,
that in forming their opinion upon
this fuhject, and requeuing a fur-
ther explanation of Lord Amherll's
letters, they h^ve not forgottea
the undoubted right of all his ma-
jefty's Protellant fubjefts, as de-
clared by the Firft of William and
Mary, Stat. 2. Chap. 2. to have
arms for their defence fuitabJe to

their
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their condition, and as allowed by

law.

1 beg leave to fubfcribe myfelf,

with the greatelt refpeft,

my lord,

your lordfhip's molt obedient,

humble fervant,

B. Kennett, mayor.

Earl BatburjK

Answer.
Whitehall, Councll-chamher

,

June zo, 1780.

My Lord,
I HAVE been honoured with

your lordlhip's letter of the 17th

inftant, defiring a further explana-

tion of the letters fent by Lord
Amherft to Colonel Twifleton, &c.

and have taken the firft opportu-

nity of laying your lordfhip's faid

letter before the council ; and I

am to fay that it is the opinion of

their lordfhips, that the matter

has been fully explained in my let-

ter to your lordlhip of the
1
5th.

—

But in regard to what your lord-

ftip intimates of the imprafticabi-

lity of proceeding in the execution

of what was required by the letter

from the privy-council of the 9th
inftant, without the afliftance of
the inhabitants of the feveral wards,
who have armed themfelves; the

council is of opinion, that at a

time like this of real danger from
riots, tumults, and rebellious in-

furredions, a reafonable number
of inhabitants, armed accordine to

the nature and circumftance of the

cafe, may attend the peace officers

as afiillants to them, for the pre-

fervation of the public peace, un-
til the danger be over: but al-

though his majefty's Proteftant

fubjefts may have arms for their

defence fuitable to their condi-

tions, and as allowed by law, yet

they cannot by law aflemblc in

bodies armed, and be muflered.

and arrayed without the authority

of his majedy.

1 have the honour to be, -^^

my lord,

your lordfliip's moft obedient,

humble fervant,

Bathurst, p.

Right HoHs Lord Mayor.

Second Replv.

Guildhall, June ZIl, 1780.

My Lord,
I HAVE the honour of your

lordfhip's letter of the 20th, in-

forming me, " That the council

is of opinion that a reafonable

number of inhabitants, armed ac-

cording to the nature and circum-

ftance of the cafe, may attend the

peace officers as affiftants to them
for the prefervation of the peace,

until the danger be over," which

I have communicated to the court

of aldermen, by whofe direftions

I am to reprefent to your lord-

lhip, that they forefee difficulties

likely to arife in the execution of

their duty, if the military are to

aft independently of them ; and
therefore, as well as to quiet the

apprehenfions natural lyarifing from

a large military force continuing

in the capital, and not under tiie

ufual control of the civil magi-

ftrate, they fubmit to your lord-

lhip's confideration whether the

order of the Adjutant-general for

them to aft without waiting for

the direftions of the civil magi-

ftrate fhould ftill continue, or

whether it would not be more ex-

pedient in the prefent llate of

things to recall that order, and
fubjea
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fubjeft them as ufuJ. to the civil

xnagiftrate.

I beg leave to fubfcribe myfelf,

with the gre.iteft refpeft,

iny lord,

yourlordfhip's mod cbedient,

humble fervant,

B. Ken NEXT, mayor.

Earl BathurJ}.

Proceedings at the 0\^'^z\\ey, and cf
the Special CommiJJton at S:. M-r-
garet's-hill, for the Trial of the

Rioters.

ON Wednefday, June 28, the

feflions began at the Old
Bailey, when the following pri-

foners were tried, and capitally

convitted of being concerned in

the late riots; Mr. Norton and
Mr. Howarth being coiinfel for

the profecution, when the latter

expatiated on the nature of the

offence with which the prifoners

flood charged, fhewing it to be

felony by the llatute i Geo. I.

William Lawrence and Richard
Roberts, were firll put to the bar,

and were clearly convicled of hav-
ing aided and affilled in deftroying

Sir John Fielding's houfe, in Bow-
ftreet, on Tuefday night, June 6.

Thomas Tapiin was next arraign-

ed, for demanding and taking
half-a-crown from Mr. Mahon,
apothecary, the corner of Bow-
ftreet, June 7, and convicled,
though his counfel attempted to

prove him infane. William Brown
was indided for entering the d^'el-

Jmg- houfe of Francis Deacon,
cheefcmonger, and holding a large
knife in his hand, making u!"e of
the following words : •« D—

n

* your eyes, if you do not give

•' me a (hilling direclly, I'll bring
** a mob that will pull down your
' houfe about your ears." That
accordingly Mr. Deacon threw 2

fhilling into his hat. He was foirad

gu'lty. Death.

June 29, George Kennedy was
indiiled lor dellroying the dwel-

ling-houfe of Mr. M'Cartney, a
baker, in Featherltone-llreet, Bun-
hill-row. The jury brought him
in guilty, but recommended him
to mercy. William M'Donald,
(a foldier with only one arm) for

deftroying the dweiling-houfe of

John L'-b.;rry, on the 7th of June,

in St. Catherine's-lane, Tower-
hill, was found guilty. Death.

James Henry, for deltroying the

houfe, &:c. of Mr. Thomas Latig-

dalc, at Holborn-bridge, June 7,
was found guilty ; and he being

the principal ring-leader upon this

occafion, the Recorder informed

him, that from the circumftances

of his cafe, he could not expeiS:

mercy. George Barton, for af-

faulting Richard Stowe, in Hol-
born, and felonioufly taking from

him 6d. in filver, faying, " Pray
" remember the Proteitant reli-

" gion." He was found guilty,

but recommended to mercy. Joha
Ellis was indidled for beginning to

poll down the houfe of Cornelius

Murphy, the Sun, in Golden-lane,

June 7, not guihy. Thomas
Chambers was indicted for the

fame, and found not guilcy.

June 30. William Fateman was
indi(i\cd for demohlhing the lioufe

of Robert Charlton, ia Coleman-
llreet, June 7, and found guilty.

Tl'.e court adjourned till Monday.
July 3. The important trial of

Mr. Mafcal, the apothecary, came
on. He was indiifled for riotouily

end tumuUuoufly aiibciating, on
the
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the 7th of June, with feveral per.

fons as ye: unknown, and begin-

ning to pull down the dwelling-

lioufe of the Earl of Man.'Eeld, in

Bloomftury-fquare.

Richard Ingram depofcd," That

he lives in Weymouth-llreet, and

was in Bloomfbury-fquare at half

after one on Wednefday morning

the 7th of June. Hearing there

was a fire near Queen's-fquare,

and having relations there, he

went towards it—He favv a mob at

Lord Mansfield's, and four or five

fires—that he beheld perfons in

the houfe, men, women, and cTiil-

dren, bringing out furniture and

books. He faw the prifoner (whom

"he has known perfonally for fome

years) Handing oppofite Lord

Mansfield's dosr with his hands

\3p0n a boy's (houlder, who was

putting a book in the fire—He
law nothing in his hat at that

time ; he thought he was encou-

ra':^ing the boy. He faw,. at the

fame time, furniture carrying out,

and feveral books burning ; and

from the manner in which the

prifoner put his hand on the boy's

{houlder, it appeared to him to be

encouraging, not preventing the

boy. He went on to Devonfhire-

llreet, but did not flop there, and

returned in about a quarter of an

hour it was then about two o'

clock. On his return, he faw the

prifoner with a blue cockade in

his hat, and another perfon hold-

ing his arm: furniture was ftill

throwing out, and books burning ;

and he obftrved the mob were go-

ing for more books, upon which

he fs.id, books could do no harm,

A perfon on his left hand anfwer-

ed, *' What, fir!" in a menacing

tone : he corrected himfelf, and

faid» " Lord George will get this

" bill repealed; things are going
'* too far."

Mr. Mafcal, who was on his

right hand, next but one, looked
over the nexi man's {houlder, and
faid,. '• That's a damned lie, the
** bill won't be repealed." Ano-
ther perfon then faid,, *» Mafcal,
*' you were always a feditious per-
" fon." Mafcal then faid, " That
man in the black cockade (mean-
ing the witnefs) is a fpy. He
wears a cockade as being on the

phyfical ftafF, and was furgeon to

a regiment of dragoons." The
man on his right hand between
him and Mafcal, feized him by
the collar, and cried out " Spies!

fpies!" The mob, on that, fhoved

him about ; but by applying to a

man, he and the mob entered into

an altercation, whilft he flipped

away and got Ijehind Mr. Mafcal,

The guard then came up. Mafcal
faid, pufli forward boys, huzza'd,

pulled off his hat, and cried, *' No
Popery !" The mob prelfed clofe

on the guard. The officer pulled

off his hat, and faid, " 1 will not

hurt a hair of your heads," and
defired them to difperfe. He foon

after faw Mafcal again. A party

of about twelve came up with a

blue flag towards Mafcal, urging
*' where next." — The anfwer,

which he belie'ves was from Maf-
cal, was Duke! Duke! He was
then two yards from Mafcal. He
afterwards faw Mafcal going to-

wards Ruflel-ftrcet, and faw a

man prefent a paper to Mafcal,

and alk, " Why do you leave out

Peterborough and Erlfiol ?" He
went cut of, and cam.e again into

Rulfel-ftreet, to the perfon who
held the paper in his hand. Maf-
cal anfwcred, *' They are not left

out, I have not fcratched them
out J
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out ; but do not ftay long in De-
vonfhire, but go to the Bank

;

there is a million of money to pay

vou for your pains."

Sir Thomas Mills depofed,
*' That he was at Lord Mansfield's

during the riot, and knows the

prifoner by fight. At half part:

twelve, on the morning of the 7th,

he heard the mob coming up the

fquare, being then in Lord Mans-
field's houfe. They began by

breaking the parlour windows ;

Lady Mansfield and the ladies

came down, and he condufled

them to Lincolii'sinn-fields, but

itiftantly returned in order to make
the guards in the fquare adl to

ftivc the houfe. He found the

officer with his detachment near the

Boufe, but the officer faid, the

juftices of the peace had all run

away, and he could not aft with-

out a magiftrate. The mob over-

hearing this, pulled him about,

and dragged him towards the fire

to throw him on it. One behind

cried out, *' Mafcal will proteft

you ; there he is." He was then

refcued, and faw the prifoner at

feme diilance from the mob, who
were at that time bringing out
Lord Mansfield's gowns and wigs
—that Mafcal was huzzaing with
others, " No Popery," and had a

blue cockade. He afterwards went
to fearch for a juftice, which took

up half an hour ; it was then a

quarter after one, but finding no
jullice, he returned. The mob
had then got into the library—the
witnefs at that time was in the

. fquare, and faw the prifoner upon
the upper Hep of the houfe. He
attempted to get up to the Heps to

cxpoftulate with the prifoner

;

three or four well-JrelTed men ad-
Voi.. xxiir.

vifed him not to go further, left

he fhould be thrown into the area,

or the fire, for they were deter-
mined to proceed. He then left

them, and faw the prifoner no
more that night—he returned be-
fore three—he cannot in his con-
fcience fay he heard the prifoner

fay any thing, faw him do any
thing, or have any thing in hii
hand, but he appeared adive .

and proved the houfe to be demo-
lillied."

Mr. Mafcal began his defence
byobferving, that the humanity of
the Englifh law confidered every
man innocent, until he was con-
vifted ; and that a jury would cer-

tainly confider it necefTary that an
inducement fhould be fhewn fuffi-

cient to carry away a man of cha-
rafler and independent bufinefs to

aft in the manner which had beea
alledged againft him. He had
long lived in credit and reputa-
tion, and it could not be prefumed.
that he would, in the face of his

neighbours, head a mob of boys,
and banditti of pickpockets.

One circumflance, he obferved,
deferved peculiar attention from
the jury—Ingram had not givea
information againft him from the
7th to the 17th.

He had witnefTes, he faid, to
contradift every faft fworn againft
him ; and obferved, how extraor-
dinary it was, that MoUoy, who,
it appeared by Ingram's evidence,
had notdeparted from him, through
the whole courfe of the night, haJ
not been produced againlf him.
As for Sir Thomas Mills, he

hoped his attachments, and the

motives which might promote his

zeal in this caule, would have pro-
per weight with the jury. He haJ

[5] been.
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been, on a former occafion, con-

tradidcd by five affidavits againft

bis fingle oath.

Baron Skynner fa'id, that this

part of the defence could not he

received ; he was very forry to in-

terrupt Mr. Mafcal, but what he

was going into was highly impro-

per,

Mr. Mafcal proceeded, by

urging the improbability of the

charge againft a man fituated in

life as he was. He would fliew

by his witnefles that he did not

leave his houfe till one o'clock in

the morning, and at a quarter af-

ter one he admitted he was in

Bloomfbury- fqoare, viewing the

fre at Lord Mansfield's houfe.

But though he was there, he did

Ttot, as had been falfely aflerted,

flimulate the mob, but deplored

and execrated the mifchief they

were perpetrating.

His fortune, his charafter, his

of the mob fpeak to him, but fatv

him fpeak to fpeiflators. Mafcal
fpoke to the witnefs and his wife,

when the witnefs faid, •• Good
God ! what Ibocking work is

here !" And when the furniture

was thrown out, Mafcal faid,

*• Good God 1 what a pity this

is !"

Bring crofs examined, he faid,

he did not change his place many
yards while he llaid—that he fa«f

Mafcil go towards Great Ruffe!

Street, towards the Mufeum.
Mrs. Wood depofed fhe heard

Mr. Mafcal lament the lofs of the

furniture—that his coiiduft was as

qui^t as her own. She corrobo-

rated every circumflance fvvorn to

by the preceding witnefies.

[ohn Robinfon depofed, he was
prefent at Rloomfbury at about a

quarter paft one, and faw Mafcal

— that he was there above an

hour, and faw him frequently,

life, he threw upon the verdifl of but could not obferve him to have

the jury cheerfully : not doubting any thing to fay to the fire, or the

but their verdid would give fatif-

faftion to every one not intereiled

in procuring his de-ilh,

Mr. Mafcal produced feveraJ

creditable witnefles to his charac-

ter, and to prove his innocence :

among others,

John Cowper, cheefemcnger, in

Queen-ftreet, Bloomlbury, depof-

ed, he was in Bioomfbury-fquare

at one o'clock, and flood about

five yards from Bedford - gate.

That he was at home at ten mi-

nutes paft two. He faw Mr. Maf-

cal there about five minutes after

be came—Mafcal flood clofe be-

hind him, and behaved very quiet-

iy, but he loft fight of Mafcal

about live minutes before he left

the fquare. Did not hear Mafcal

riot—faw none of the mob fpeak

to him, nor he to any of the mob.
That he came voluntarily to give

his evidence, being convinced, in

his confcience, that Mr. Mafcal

was innocent of the charge brought

againft him.

Vv'illiam Crutch depofed, he was

at Lord Mansfield's at twelve o*

clock, as he lives near it : he

went into the l>oufe to give aiTift-

ance, but he did not fee Mafcdi

there, though he faw fevtral others

very adive ; and he was in the

fquare till near five, a few minutes

before the military fired.

The jury, without quitting the

court, brought in their verdiftNot

Guilty ; upon which, there was a

loud clapping, which the judge

fpeak to any of the mob, ncr «ny highly reproved, and faid, that if

c the
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the fame was repeated within his

hearing, he would commit the of-

fenders.

Mr. Mafcal, when the jury had

given their verdi(it in his favour,

in a fnort fpeech addrefTed himfclf

to them and the court, returning

them thanks for their candour,

attention, and patience.

Baron Sfcynner faid in reply, that

it was the duty of the court to

think no time too much to dedi-

cate to the inveftigation of truth,

let the event go either to the ac-

quittal or to the condemnation of

a prifoner. The trial lalled feven

hours.

Edward Dennii, the hangman,
was found guilty of being aftivein

alhlling to demolifh the houfe of

Mr. Boggis, in New TurnlHle,

Hoiborn.

Enoch Fleming and John Mor-
ris, (a youth about 15) for de-

ilroying the houfe of Ferdinand
Schombcrg, in Wocdflock-ftreet,

Oxford Road. Both found guilty ;

Morris recommended to mercy.

Tuefday, July 4, Mary Roberts
and Charlotte Gardiner, a negro,

were indidled for aiding in the de-

molition of Mr. Lebarty's houfe
(already mentioned) and were
found guilty, death.

John Gray was found guilty, for

aiding to deilroy Lord Mansfield's

houfe, but recommended 10 mercy.
Richard Forfier, guilty, for de-

moiilhifigMr. Schombsrg's houfe.

Wednefday. July 5, John Gam-
ble was indided for committing
depredations in the houfe of Da-
vid Wilmot, Efq; at Bethrval-
green. Guilty.

George Staples, for demolifhing
the houfe of Mr. Malo, in Moor-
helds, June 7. Guilty.

James Bulkeley, for deilroying

the dwelling houfe of Cornelius
Murphy, Golden-lane, found puil.
ty, but recommended to mercy.

Benjamin Waters, for the fame.
Guilty.

Samuel Solomons, for demolifh-
ing the dwelling houfe of Chrillo-
pher Connor, in Black-hcife-yard,
Whitechapel. Guilty,

Jofeph Marquis, for demolifhing
Murphy's houfe. Golden - lane.

Guilty, but recommended to

mercy.

Sufannah Clarke, for the fame.
Elizabeth Lyons depofed, that on.

the night of the riot, (he did not
fee Clarke do any thing, but heard
her fay to Walter, one of the mob,
•' They are Irifli Catholics ; if

they are not, why do they keep Irifli

wakes ?" Upon which Walter an-
fwered, " That the houfe fhall

come down ;" and the mob imme-
diately forced in, Walter being
the firft man that entered, her
hufoand being prefentat the time.

The Chief Baron in his charge
faid, " It is a rule of law, that no
woman can be charged with any
felony committed in the prcfcnce

of her hufband, the law prefuming
that the wife afts under the direc-

tion of her hufband ; and Murphv,
though not in the prefent cafe,

ha?, in two former trials, fworn
that the hufband joined with her

in the h6i." She was found not
guilty.

Thurfday, July 6, Charles Kent
and Letitia Holland, were t^icil

for pulling down Lord Mansfirld's

houfe, and both found guilty.

Holland was an handfcme ycung
\voman about 18.

William Avery was tried for

deftroying Mr. Cox's houfe in

Great Queen - ftreet, Lincnln's-

Inn fields : he was found guilty ;

[S] 2 but
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but having a very good charafler,

>vas recommended to mercy.

John Cabbridge, for Healing fe-

veral things in the houfe of Mr.
Langdale. Guilty.—Sentenced to

five years labour on the Thames.
Sarah Hyde, for flealing a quart

were found guilty, and Thompfotl
was acquitted.

John Burgefs, a boy about 13,
found guilty of pulling down the

houfe of John Lynch, but recoiA-

niended to mercy.

James Jackfon, for being the

pot, the property of Mr. Langdale, ringleader, and carrying a flag

Sentenced to be privately whip- when Newgate was fet on fire,

ped. Found guilty.

William Vanderbank, and James Jonathan Stacey was indifted

and Thomas Prior, for ftealing for pulling down the houfe of
feveral articles, the property of Mr. Dillon, in White-ftreet, Moor-
Mr. Langdale. Vanderbank and fields, and found guilty.

Thomas Prior guilty, and James This day the feflions ended at

Prior not guilty. the Old Bailey, in the courfe of
Jemima Hall and MargaretStaf- which, 85 perfons were tried for

ford, for Itealing a feather bed, riots, of whom, 35 were capitally

the property of Chriftopher Con- convifted, and 43 acquitted,

ner. Hall was found guilty of The firfc report was made to

iingle felon v. the king on Wednefday, July 5,
Friday, July 7, Benjamin Bou- when the following rioters were

fey, a black, indidled for demo- ordered for execution, near the

lifhing Mr. Akerman's houfe.

Found guilty.

Francis Mockford, for the fame
offence, found guilty ; but recom-
mended to mercy.

fpots where the felonies they were
guilty of had been committed,
viz. William M'Donald, Mary
Roberts, Charlotte Gardiner,

Wm. Brown, Wm. Pateman,
Thomas Haycock, for the fame Thomas Taplin, Richard Ro-

ofFence. Found guilty. berts, James Henry, and Enoch
John Glover, a black, for the Fleming,

fame offence. Found guilty. The following were refpited ;

Richard Hyde, for the fame of- George Banton, George Kenne-
fence, being proved infane, was dy, Wm. Lawrence, Edward Den-
acquitted, nis (the hangman), John Morris,

Theophilus Brown and Thomas Richard Forlter, and John Gray.
Baggot, were tried for pulling The fecond report was made on
down the houfe of Mary Crook,
of Whiie-flreet, Moorfields. The
former was found guilty, and the

latter acquitted.

Monday, July 10, James Burn,

Friday July 14, when the follow-

ing rioters were ordered for exe-

cution, vi». John Glover*, James
Jackfon, Benjamin Bowfey *, Sa-

muel Solomons, John Gamble,
Thomas Price, and John Thomp- Thomas Prince, Benjamin Waters,
fon, were indi-fted for pulling Jonathan Stacey, George Staples,

down the houfe of John Bradbury, Charles Kent, Lstitia Holland *,

in Golden-lane. The two former and John Gray.

* Thofe marked with an afterifk were refpited afterwards.

The



APPENDIX to theCHRONICLE. [277

The following were refpited

upon the report, viz. Jofeph Mar-
quis, James Buckley, Wm. Avery,

Francis Mockford, Thomas Hay-
cock, John Burgefs, and Theo-
philus Brown.

A reward having been OiTered

by Government for the appre-

henfion and conviftlon of any

rioters, a quellion arofe. Whether
perfons interejled in the conviiflion

of the criminals were admifSble as

evidences againft them ? Which
queftion was fubmitted to the opi-

nion of the twelve judges, who
unanimoufly agreed, that the telH-

mony of witnelfes claiming reward

is admifiible.

The general rule of law is, not

to admit witnefTes to give evidence,

who, by the ties of affetlion, or

from the motives of intereft, are

likely to be under undue in-

fluence. But, fay the judges,

there are cafes of neceflity that re-

quire a departure from this rule.

Thus, in cafes of robbery, where
not only reftitution of goods Itolen,

but the title to the parliamentary

reward, depend on the convi(5tioa

of the criminals, it has never been
held that fuch intereft fhould ope-

rate to deltroy the competency of

the evidence : if it did, hardly

any highwayman could ever be

convicled. So witnefTes entitled

to rewards from the bank, the

poft-office, and other offices, have
univerfally been held competent.

Nor can any danger be appre-

hended to the innocent from this

practice, fo long as the jury are

allowed to exercife their difcretion

as to the credibility of witnefles,

and may compare their tefticony

with that of others, or with cir-

cumllances atiending almoft every

cafe; but it would be dangerous
to overturn this long-eftablifiicd

practice.

THE fpecial commiflion of oyer
and terminer and gaol delivery,

in and for the county of Surry,
for the trial of the rioters, was
opened on the io:h of July, at

St. Margaret's Hill, before Lord
Chief Juilice Loughborough, Sir

Henry Gould, Sir James Eyre,
and Francis Buller, Efq. After
the coramilEon was opened. Lord
Loughborough delivered his charge

to the grand jun,-, of which the

Hon. George Onflow was fore-

man.
This charge having been the

topic of much converfation, we
fliall fubmit it to the judgment of
our readers. The opinions of men
refpefling the legal propriety of

it have been various : as a piece of

oratory it has been admired ; but

its tendency to influence and ci-

reft the jury, and inflame their

paflions againft: men, who ought
all to have been fuppofed inno-

cent till found guilty by their

country, has been generally fpoken
cf in terms of indignation, by
thofe who are jealous of the rights

of humanity.

Gentlemen of the Grand "Jury,

I F you are come here totally

ftrangers to the tranfactions which
have lately pafied in this neigh-

bourhood, or , if it were poffible

for any of you, who were not' wit-

nefles of them, not to have heard

of the devaft;itions that have been
committed, the remnants of the

flames which have been lately

blazing in fo many parts of the

metropolis, and whic.i muft have

[.S] 3 prcfenied
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prefented themfelves to you, in

your way to this place, will have

iutficiently declared the occafioii

for which you are called toge.

ther.

His majefty's paternal care for

iht welfare of all his fubjed?,

would not permit him to luffer

offences fo daring and fo enormous
to remain longer unexamined,
than was legally neceiTary to con-

vene a jury to enter upon the

enquiry.

The commiffion under which
you are affembled extends only to

crimes of high treafon, or of fe-

lony, charged upon perfons now
detained in the common gaol of

<his county, or who fhall be de-

tained therein between the prefent

time and the period at which the

commiffion will expire. It was
not thought proper to blend the

common bufinefs of an afiize, and
the examination of thofe offence?,

to the commiffion of which the

frailty of human nature is but too

liiible, with crimes of fo deep a

guilt, and fo much above the

ordinary pitch of human wicked-

nefs as thofe which will come
under your confideration.

The general circum'tances un-

der which thofe crimes were com-
mitted, are of too great and
fhameful notoriety, to require a

minute defcripiion ; but for your

information^ Gentlemen, whofc

duty it will be to confider the

nature and quality of the charges

imputed to fuch offenders as will

be brought before you, it will be

neceffary to confider the feveral

parts of thofe charge?, and to

obferve the connection of thofe

parts with the \> hole, always ap-

plying the circumllances to the

particular cafe under confider-

ation.

I therefore think it an effential

part of my duty to lay before you,
in one general view, a fliort ac-

count of thofe dangers from which
fbh kingdom has been lately de-
livered. I ufe this expreffion,

becaufe it will clearly appear that

the mifchief devifed was—not the

dellruflion of the lives or fortunes

of individuals, or of any defcrip-

iion of men—no partial evil—but
that the blow, which it has pleafed

Providence to avert, was .aimed at

the credit, the government, and
the very being and conftitution of
this ftate.

The firll: remarkable circum-
{lance to be attended to, and
which naturally demands our no-

tice earliefi: of any, is a vafl con-
courfe of perfons affembled in' St.

George's Fields on the 2d of

June, called together by a public

advertifement, (figned in the name
of a perfon calling himfelf the

Prefident of an Affociation) not

only inviting many thoufands to

attend, but appointing their en-

fign of diiiinfticn, and prefcribing

the order and diftribution of their

march in different columns to the

place of their deftination. Cha-
rity induces one to believe, that

in fuch a number, there were ma-
ny went unwarily, and uncon-
fcious of any evil intended ; but
credulity in the extreme can
fcfircely induce any man to doubt,

that fome there were who forefaw,

v^ho intended, and who had prac-

tiled to accomplifh the purpofes

vvljich enfued.

A very fhort time difclofed that

one of ihe purpofes which this

multitude was colleded to ef-

feftuatc.
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fe^luate, was to overawe the le-

gillature, to influence their deli-

berations, and obtain the alteration

of a law, by force and numbers.

A petition was to be prefcnted

to the Houfe of Commons, for the

repeal of an aft, in which the

petitioners had no fpecial intereft.

[His lordUiip here laid down
the right of the fubjed to petition.

His doftrine upon this head was
liberal and manly, his language

clear, flrong, and emphatical.j

To petition for the pojjing cr

repeal of any aft (faid his lordlhip)

is the undoubted inherent birth-

right of every Britijh fubjed ; but

under the name and colour of

petitioning, to alTume command,
and to dictate to the legiflature,

is the annihilation of all order

iand government. Fatal expe-

rience had ftiewn the mifchief of

tumultuous petitioning, in the

courfe of that contelt, in the reign

of Charles the Firll, which ended
in the overthrow of the monarchy,

and the dertruftion of the conlU-

tution ; and one of the firft laws

after the relioration of legal go-
vernment, was a ftatute pallisd in

the 13th year of Charles II. ch. 5,
enacting, that no peticion to the

king, or either houfe of parlia-

ment, for alteration of matters

ellablifhed by law in church or

Hate, (unlefs the matter thereof

be approved by three juftices, or

the grand jury of the county) (hail

be ligned by more than twenty
names, or delivered by more than
ten perfons.

In oppofition to this law, the
petition in qucftion was figned
and delivered by many thoufinds

;

and in defiance of principles more
antlcnt and more important than

any pofitive regulations upon the

fubjecl of petitioning, the defire

of that petition was to be effeded

by the terror of tlie multitude

that accompanied it through the

ftreets, clafTed, arranged, and
dillinguiflied as direded by the

advertifement.

How the leader"! of that mul-
titude demeaned themfelves, what
was the condud of the crowd to

the members of both houfes of

parliament, it is not my intention

to ilate. I purpofely avoid Hating

thefe things, becaufe at the fame
time that I point out the general

complexion of the tranfadion, and
relate general fads that are unfor-

tunately too public and notorious,

I choofe to avoid every circum-

ftance that may have a dired and
immediate relation to particular

peribns. My purpofe is to inform,

not to prejudice or inflamS. For
this reafon I feel myfelf obliged to

pafs over in lilence all fuch cir-

cumflances as cannot, and as ought
not to be treated of or txpreH'td

but in llronger language, and in

more indignant terms than I

choofe at prefent to employ. To-
wards the evening, the two houfes

of parliament were releafed from
the ftate in which they had been
held for feveral hours. The crowd
feemed to difperfe. Many of the

perfons fo afl'embled, it is not to

be doubted, retired to their dwel-

lings, but fome more defperate

and adive remained to convince

the legiflature, that the menaces
with which they had invaded the

ears of all who met them in the

ftreets, were not fruitlef-; ; that

they had not abandoned their pur-

pofe, but meant to carry it into

full execution. When night fell,

[-] + the
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the houfes of two foreign minifters,

in amity with his majefty, were

attacked, and their chapels plun-

dered and fet on fire.

If fuch an outrage had been

committed on one of our public

ininillers, refident in any of thofe

countries the moll fuperftitious

and bjgotted to its eftablifhcd

religion, what reproach would it

rot have cafl: upon that country?

What indignation and abhorrence

would it not have juitly excited in

our breads ? Upon this tolerant

and enlightened land, has that

reproach been brought

!

Upon the 3d of June there was

a feeming quiet, a 'very me}norable

circionjlance ! for fudden tumults

when they fubfide are over. To
revive a tumult, evinces fomething

of a fettled influence, and fome-

thing fo like defign, that it is im-

poflible for the moft candid mind
not to conceive that there lies at

the bottom a preconcerted, fettled

plan of operation. Sunday, the

r.ext day, a day fet apart by the

laws of God and man as a day of

refl^, and as a day not to be vio-

lated even by the labours of honeft

induftry; in bread fun-fnine, build-

ings and private houfes in Moor-
fields v.'ere attacked and entered,

and the furniture deliberately

brovight out and confumed by

bonfires. Jlnd all this 'was done

in the vieiv of patient ma-

gtfirates !

Some magiftrates and fome in-

dividuals had indeed In the be-

ginning of the dilturbances ex-

erted themfelves, and feveral who
had been active in the demolition

of the ambaffadors houfes had

been committed. On Monday
the mob, who had not been re-

filled, but had proceeded with a

fuccefs which had increafed their

impetuofity, thought it neceiTary

to fhew that the law fliould not be
exercifed with impunity on delin-

quents like themfelves. It was
the bufinefs of Monday to deftroy

the houfes of the magillrates, and
other perfons who had been in-

ftrumental in apprehending them :

but thefe outrages, great as they
were, fell far fliort of thofe com-
mitted on the Tuefday and Wed-
nefday, which will ever remain a

fcain on our annals. Frefli infults

of the moft daring and aggra-
vated nature, were offered to par-

liament, and every one, who was
in London at the time, mult re-

member, that it bore the appear-

ance of a town taken by llorm ;

every quarter was alarmed ; nei-

ther age, nor fex, nor eminence
of ftation, nor fanftity of cha-
rafter, nor even an humble though
honeft obfcurity, were any pro-

tedion againll the malevolent fury

and deftruftive rage of the lowefl:

and worft of men.
But it was not againft indivi-

duals alone, that their operations

were now direded. What has
ever been in all ages, and in all

countries, the laft effort of the

moft defperate' confpirators, was
now their objed. The jails were
attacked, the felons releafed

—

men whofe lives their crimes had
forfeited to the juftice of the law,

were fet loofe to join their impious
hands in the work.

The city was fired in different

parts. The flames were kindled
in the houfes moft likely to fpread

the conflagration to diftant quar-

ters, the diftillers, and other

places, where the inflruments of

trade
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tive could by any pervcrfion of
human reafon induce men to at-

tack the magillrate^ relcafe fe-

lons, deftroy the fource of public
credit, and lay in afhes the capital

of the PROTESTANT FAITH!
I have now related to you the

rif" and progrefs of th^at calamitjr

fr:)m which, by the blefling of
Providence upon his Mijefty's ef-

forts for our prefer vation, this

kingdom hath been delivered—

a

fituation unparalleled in the hiltory

of our country—no commotion
ever having had a more delperate

and more fatal intention. It now
remains lo ftate to you what parts

of this fubjedl will more diredlly

call for your attention ; and as it

is evident from what t have faid,

that among the number of pcrfons

whofe caies will be fubmitted to

your confiderarion, there may be
fome who are accufed with the
guilt of high treafon, it will be
neceffary and proper to ftate the

law with refpsdi to thofe fpecies of
treafon under which fome of the
cafes may probably fa.!l. There
are two fpecies of treafon appli-

cable. To imagine or compafs

trade upon the premifes were fure

to afford the largelt quantity of

coinbaftible matter ! And in the

miJll of this horror and ccnfufion,

in o'-der more eff-'eftually to pre-

vent the extinguilhirg of th«

flames, an attempt to cut off the

New River water,) and an attack

on the credit of the kingdom, by

an attempt againft the Bank of

England, were made. Both thefe

attempts were defeated, provi-

dentially defeated ; but they were

made under circumftances which
evince that they were intended to

be effedual, and which increafe

the fatisfaftion and the gratitude

to Providence that every man mull

feel, when he recollefts the for-

tunate circumftance of their hav-

ing been deferred till that ftage of

the bufinefs.

In four days, by the incredible

adtivity of this band of furies pa-

rading the Ibeets of the metro-

polis with flaming torches, feventy-

two private houies and four pub-
lic gaols were deftroyed, one of
them the county gaol, and that

built in fuch a manner as to julHfy

the idea, that it was impregnable
to an armed force. Religion, the

facred name of religion, and of

that pureft and molt peaceable

fyilem of chriftianity, the PRO-
TESTANT CHURCH, was
made the profane pretext for af-

faulting the government, tramp-
ling upon the laws of the country,

and violating the firll great pre-

cept of their duty to God and to

their neighbour, the pretext

^only ; for there is not, 1 am fure,

in Europe, a man lo weak, fo

uncaiidid, or io unjull to the cha-
racter of the reformed church, as

to believe, that any religious mo-

the death of our fovereign lord the

king, is high treafon. To levy

war againll the king within the
realm, is alfo high treafon.

The firlt, that of compaffing
the death of the king, muft be
demonltrated by fome overt aft,

as the means to tfcc&. the purpofe
of the heart; the fad of levying
war is an overt ad of this fpecies

of treafon, but it is alfo a diltincl

fpecies of treafon-. And as the
prefent occafion calls more imme-
diately for it, I mult ftate to you
more fully, in what that treafoa

may con fill.

I am



282] ANNUAL REGISTER, 1780.

I am peculiarly happy, that I

am enabled to Itaie the law on the

fubject, not from any realonings

or dedudions of my own, which

are liable to error, and in which a

change or inaccuracy of expreffion

might be produdlive of much mif-

chief, bui from the firfl: authority,

from which my mouth only will

be employed in pronouncing the

law, I fhall ftate it to you in the

words of that great, able, and

learned judge, Mr. Juftice Folter,

that true friend to ilie liberties of

bis country.
*' Every infurreftion which in

judgment of law is intended

againfc the pcrfon of the king, be

it to dethrone or imprifcn him, or

to oblige him to alter his meafures

of government, or to remove evil

counfellors from aoout him,—
thefe riiings all amount to levying

war within the ftatute, whether

attended with the pomp and cir-

comitances of open war or not.

And every ccnfpiracy to levy war
/or thefe purpufes, though not

treafon within theclaufeof levying

war, is yet an overt-acl within the

other claufe of ccmpaffing the

king's death.
*• Infurreftions ia order to

throw down «// inclofures, to alter

the cftablifhied law, or change re-

ligion, to inhance the price of all

labour, or to open all prifoiis

—

all rjfings in order to effect thefe

innovations of a. public and a gene-

ral armedforce , are, in conllruction

of lavv, high treafon, within the

claufe of levying war. For though
they are not levelled at the perfoii

of the king, they are againft his

royal majejiy; and befides, they

have a direct tendency to di/Tolve

all the bends cf fociety, and to

deflroy all property and govern-
ment too, by numbers and an
armed force. Infurreftions like-

wife for rcdrelfing national griev-

ances, or for the expulfion of fo-

reigners in general, or indeed of
any fingle nation living here under
the proteftion of the king, or for

the reformation of real or ima-
ginary evils of a public nature,

and in luhich the infurgents ha<ve

7iofpecial intereji,—rifings to effect

theie ends by force and numbers,
are, by conitrudion of law, within
the claufe of levying war. For
they are levelled at the king's

crown and royal dignity."

In order fully to explain this,

it will be only neceflary to colledl:,

repeat, and enforce the feveral

pafTages in Mr. Juflice Fofter, re-

lative to this fubjeft. It may oc-

cur that in feveral places mention
is made of an armed force. In
the very fame chapter, from which
I have read an extratt, the learned

judge mentions two remarkable
cafes in the latter end of the reign

of Queen Anne.
" In the cafes of Damaree and

Purchafc, which are the ialt printed

cafes which have come in judg-
ment on the point of conitrucTtive

levying war, there was nothing

gii'etz :n e-uidence of the ufual

pageantry of war, . no military

weapons, no tanners or drums,
nor any regular confultation pre-

vious to the rifing ; and yet the

want of thefe circumftanccs weigh-
ed nothing with the court, though
the prifoners' counfel infifted on
that matter. The number of the

infurgents fupplied the want of

military weapons ; and they were
provided with axes, crows, and

other tools of the like nature,

proper
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proper for the nilfchief they in-

tended to effed."

It is remarkable, that the men
who were the leaders, or fet on as

part of that mob, likewife affem-

bled under pretence of religion,

and the falfe and wicked cry then

was, that the church of Eng!a?id

nvas in danger, on account of

the jull and humane indulgence,

which, from the happy period of

the Revolution, had been granted

to diflenters.

** Upon the trial of Demaree,
the cafes referred to before, were

cited at the bar, and all the judges

prefent were of opinion that the

prifoner was guilty of the high

treafon charged upon him in the

indidtment. For here was a

riling with an avowed intention to

demolilh all meeting - houfes in

general ; and this intent they

carried into execution as far as

they were able. If the meeting-
houfes of Proteftant diffenters had
been erected and fupported in de-

fiance of all law, a riling in order

to deflroy fuch houfes in general,

would have fallen under the rule

laid dovvn in Keillng, with regard

to the demoli(hing all bawdy-
houfes. But fince the meeting-
houfes of Proteftant diflenters are

by the toleration-aft taken under
the proteftion of the law, the in-

furredlion in the prefent cafe was
to be confidercd as a public de-

claration by the rabble againlt

that aft, and an attempt to render
it inefFcdual by numbers and open
force."

The objefts of their attack were
the meeting - houfes of the dif-

fenters; they were confidered by
the judges to have declared them-
felves againft the aft by which the

indulgences were granted, and as
attempting to render it inefFedual
by numbers and open force, and
on that ground Mr. Jullice Fofter
declares the judgment to be pro-
per : all the judges concurred in
it at the time, it has been refpefled
by pofterity, and its principle is

neceflary for the prefervation of
the conftitution, which we cannot
but have felt the value of, in that

moment when we have feen it

threatened with, and in imminent
danger of, immediate diffoiution.

The calendar points out a num-
ber of pnfoners who may be in-

didled (as appears from their com-
mitments) for burning and pulling

down, or beginning ro let tire to,

and pull down, the King's Bt^nch.

Prifon, the Home of CDrredinn,
and nine dwelling-houies tvirhin

the county; oihers may be cnarged
with bre iking open the gaols, and
releafing the prifo.ers ; others

again may be charged with ex-
torting money from individuals,

under terror of the mob, which is

cler.rly and incontroverubiy a rob-

bery. As fome of you. Gentle-
men, are by your profefiions, and
all of you undoubtedly from \our
rank and flation, acquainted with
the ordinary adminiltration of cri-

minal jurtice, it is unnccefTarv for

me to enlarge on the fubjeft of
thefe felonies.

Burning a houfe, or out-houfe,

being parcel of a dwelling-houfe,
though not contiguous, nor under
the fame roof, was a felony at the

comTion l.nv, and by ftatute, the

benefit of clergy was taken away.
To fet fire to any houfe, or

out-houfe, though it i= not burnt,

is made a capital felony, by 9
Geo. I. chap. 22, And by llarute

1 Gea,
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1 Geo. I, chap. 5, called The Riot

jiS, the offence of beginning to

pull down buildings, by twelve,

or more perfons, is made a capi-

tal felony. And having men-
tioned the riot ad, let me fay a

few words upon it.

The two cafes which I have

ftated, were very hear this period,

and the fanne pernicious principles

which had been inftilled into the

minds of the loweft orders of the

people, were kept alive by the

arts of faftion.

It. is not lefs true than remark-
able, that the fame feditious fpirit

which had artfully been inflilled

into the people in the latter end
of Queen Anne's time, had been

continued to this time (the ac-

ceflion), and what a few years be-

fore had bef^n mifcalled a PrO'

teJiantMob, was now a mob trained,

excited, and aflually employed to

defeat the Proteftant fucceflion.

In every mug-houfe, in every dark

alley, and lurking corner of fe-

dition, in this great town, artful

and defigning men were engaged
in exciting this mob to the de-

Urudion of the conftitution ; and
therefore this aft was framed to

make the beginning of mifchief

dangerous to the perpetrators of

it. To begin to pull down any
place of religious worfnip, certified

and regiRered by the acl of tole-

ration, or any dvvelling-houfe or

out-houfe, was made a capital

felony. And any perfons, to the

number of twelve or more, un-
lawfully, riotoufly, and tumultu-

oufly affembled, being commanded
or required to difperfe by the

magiftrate, and continuing toge-

ther for one hour after fuch com-
mand, are declared guilty of fe-

lony, without benefit of clergy.

But here I take this public op-
portunity of mentioning a fatal

millake into which many perfons

have fallen. It has been ima-
gined, becaufe the law allows an
hour for the difperfion of a mob
to whom the riot aft has been read

by the magillrate, the better to

fupport the civil authority, that

during that period of time, the

civil power and the magiftracy are

difarmed, and the king's fubjefts,

wh'-fe duty it is at all times to

fupprefs riots, are to remain quiet

and paffive. No fuch meaning
was within the view of the le-

giflature; nor does the operation

of the aft warrant any fuch efFeft.

The civil magil^rates are left in

pofieffion of thofe powers which
the law had given them before ;

if the mob colleftively, or a part

of it, or any individual, within
and before the expiration of that

hour, attempts or begins to per-

petrate an outrage amounting to

felony, to pull down a houfe, or

by any other aft to violate the

laws, it is the duty of all prefent,

of whatever defcription they may
be, to endeavour to Hop the mil-
chief, and to apprehend the of-

fender. I mention this, rather

for general information, than for

the particular inllrudtion of the

Gentlemen whom I have now the

honour of addreffing, becaufe the

riot aft I do not believe will come
immediately under your confi-

deration : Fame has not reported

that it was any where, or at any
time, read during the late dif-

turbances.

In all cafes of burning or

pulling down buildings, the be-

ing prefent, aiding, abetting,

and encouraging the aftual aftors,

though there be no aft proved to

be
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he dorie by the party himfelf, is

a capital felony. This is a doc-

trine folemnly delivered lately by

the judges, and I believe will

never be doubted.

Taking goods or money agalnft

the will, under the terror of a

mob, is felony.

Of all thefe ^©fii^ces yon are

to enquire, and true prefentments

make.
The charafler and efteem in

which the Gentlemen I have now
the honour of addreffing are juftly

helc by their country, render any
admonition from me on the fubjeft

of your duty fuperfluous ; in you

it has long placed a confidence,

nor will it, I am perfuaded, on

this occafion, have reafon to re-

pent it.

I have to remind you, that it is

your duty only to enquire, whe-
ther the party accufed is charged

with fuch probable circumftances

as to juftify you in fending him to

another jury, who are appointed

by law to hear the evidence on both

fides, and to fay, whether the per-

fon charged be guilty or not of

the crime imputed to him in the

indiftment; and if upon fuch

trial, any advantage can be de-

rived from the nicety or caution

of the law, or any favourable cir-

cumftances appear, it will be as

much the inclination, as it is the

duty of the learned and reverend

judges with whom I have the

honour of being in commilfion, to

Hate fuch circumltances.

And if the laws declare them
'guilty, the offenders may Hill have
rccourfe to that fountain of mercy,
the royal bread, where? jullice is

always tempered with clemency.

Such is the ineftimable blefling

of a government founded on lav/.

that it extends its benefits to all

alike, to the guilty and the inno-
cent. To the latter the law is a
proteftion and a fafe-guard ; to
the former it is not a protedion,
but it may be conlidered as ahoufe
of refuge : indeed there cannot be
a greater proof of the excellence

of that confiitution, than by ad-
miniltering its benefits to all men
indifferently.

Proceedings of the CommiJJlott at
St. Margaret's-Hill.

Tuefday, July nth, Jofeph
Lovell and Robert Lovell, were
indifled for deftroying the houfe
of Thomas Conolly, and were
found guilty. They were gypfies.

William Heyter, for dellroying

the dwelling-houfe of Alexander
French, in Eafl-lane, June yth,

and found guilty, but recom-
mended to mercy ; but Baroa
Eyre did not approve of this

recommendation.

Charles King and Ambrofe
Long7 for deftroying Conolly 's

houfe. King was found guilty;

Long acquitted.

Wcdnelaay, July 12. This
day nine prifoiiers were tried,

feven of whom were capitally con-
vidled, viz. Edward Dorman,
Thomas Murray, Henry Wad-
ham, Mary Cooke, Sufannah
Howard, Samuel Lyman, and
John Hyde, for deftroying the

houfe of Paul Pemary, of Kent-
Itrcet.

William Smith (late a brandy-
merchant) was tried for heading
the mob who deftroycd Conolly's
houfe.

Mr. Attorney-general informed
the jury, that the prifoner had
formerly been in bufmcfs, buc

3 having
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having met with misfortunes, was

now out of bufinefs ; that from

Ills appearance it might be con-

cluded, he would not himfelf be

adlive in the work, while better

inftruments might be found • but

that it would be proved that he

was, in faft, the leader and ex-

citer of the rioters.

Robert Chafers, of Tooley-

ftreer, about ten doors from Co-

nolly's, depofed, that the mob
came there about half paft one on

the 8th of June; they demolifhed

the houfe, and threw out the fur-

niture, afterwards put it in two

carts, carried it away, and burnt

it ; that he knows the prifoner,

faw him oppofite the houfe with

his hat in his hand, and rather

exulting when any particular aft

was done, fuch as pulling down

part of the front ; faw him twice

whirl his hat, but did not obferve

him there above ten minutes ;

faw him afterwards at the Ram's

Head tavern ; about half paft

three fomebody faid, " Soldiers

were coming, and the mob would

foon be difperfed." The pri-

foner faid, ** Five hundred pri-

foners had been relcafed from tlie

King's-Bench, and were coming

from the Halfpenny Hatch (about

three minutes walk) to join them."

The prifoner and moft of the

rioters had blue cockades.
^

On his crofs examination, he

faid it was about an hour after the

beginning of the mifchief when he

fav/ the prifoner ; that the pri-

foner, when in bufinefs, lived

very near the fpot ; when he was

in the Ram's Head tavern he

feemed in liquor, but did not, in

the leaft, fee the prifoner give

any advice or direftion to the

mob. At the public-houfe his

behaviour was decent and fober.

William Smith, Mr. Scott, Mr.
Bolton, of the Green Park coffee-

houfe, and feveral others, ap-
peared to the prifcner's charaftefo

The jury found him not guilty.

Thurfday, July 13, eleven prl-

foners were tried, nine of whom
were capitally convided, viz. Benj.

Rowland, George Fletcher, Wil-
liam Imbeft, Samuel Jordan, Oli-
\rsr Jobnfon, Robert Lovel, Ri-
chard Millar, James Palmer, and
Elizabeth Collins, for riotoufly

and tumultuoufly aifembling, and
felonioufly beginning to pull down
the dwelling-houfe of Laurence
Walfhi

Friday, July 14, feven pri-

foners were tried, live of v/hom
were capitally convided, viz.—

>

John Davis, and Theodore At-
kinfon, for pulling down the

houfe of Margaret Cooper, in

Kent-ftreet, on the 9th of June.

—John Barton, for pulling down
the houfe of Edward Dodd, in

Lombard - ftreet, in the Mint ;

recommended to mercy.— Henry
Penny and John Bridport, for

demolifhing the houfe of M. Coo-
per ; the latter recommended to

mercy.

Saturday, July 15, Lord Chief

Juflice Loughborough paffed fen-

tence on thofe prifoners who had

been convidled.

After which, Jofeph Haynes,

for dellroying Conolly's houfe,

was found guilty, but recom-

mended to mercy. Six other

prifoners v/ere tried, and ac-

quitted.

Monday, July 17, five prifoners

were tried for demolifhing the

houfe of Benjamin Thomas, Efq;

commonly called the King's-Bench

prifon. iSfot guihy.

Tuefday, July 18, William

Smith was a fecond time indifted,

for
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for that he, with divers others,

did begin to denioli(h and pull

down the houfe of Mr. Matihew
Cafey, Eaft-lane, Tooley-ftreet,

on the 7th of June laft. He was

acquitted.

Lord Loughborough afterwards

addrefTed the convids in a very

aliening manner. Two of the

prifoners, he faid, had been recom-

mended to mercy, but there was
one of them (Bridport) who,
having been found guilty of a

capital crime, ought not to ex-

peel any mercy. The part of

his duty, which he would execute

with the greateft pleafure, would
be, he faid, to reprefent at the

foot of the throne, fuch fa-

vourable circumllances as had ap-

peared in the trials. But he ob-
lerveJ, as in compailion and juRice

to all the people of the kingdom,
it wns inipofllble to Ihew mercy to

all that had been c.">ndemned, he
advifed each convift to look upon
himfelf as one of thofe who were
not to experience any mercy.

Remarkable Anions at Sea,

Admiralty-office, July 22, 1 780.

Extras of a Letter from the Hon-
ourable Captain Waldegra^e, of
his MajcJIy's Ship La Prudeme,
to Mr. Stephens, dated Spithead,

July 18, 1780.

ON the 4th inftant, being on
a cruize with the Licorne in

company, at ten o'clock A. M.
Cape Ortugal then be<iring fouth

by welt, diltance 24. l:ag>ue.<, the

Licorne made the (ignal for (ceing

a fail to the N. W. and a thick

fog then difperfing, we difcovered
a large fhip bearing down to us :

1 immediately made the fignal to
chace, foon after which the Chace
hauling her wind, being then
only fix miles diftance from us,
we clearly difcovered her to be a
large frigate, which from her
conftrudion we concluded to be
French.

As we had light winds and
calms the whole day, it was half

paft eleven P. M. ere I found my-
lelf within clofe piftol fhot of her.

The fignals fhe now made, both,

with rockets and lights, con-
vincing me that Ihe was an enemy,
I immediately began to engage
her; and at half paft four A. M.
fhe hauled down her colours to his

raajelty's fliips La Prudente and
Licorne.

She proved to be La Capricieufe,

a French frigate, eight days from
L'Orient, pierced for 44. guns,
but mounting only 32 ; comple-
ment 308 men. She was launched
in March laft, meafured i ico tons,

and wa§ one of the fineft frigates I
ever faw.

I am very forry to fay, that the

condition of the prize was fuch (as

their lordfhips may obferve from
the report of the .furvey) as ren-

dered it impradlicable to efcort

her to England, Indeed the very'

heavy lofs I have fultained in the

adion, and unfortunately having
20 fick on fhore and many oa
board, made it abfolutely impofli-

Jsle for me to give her the neceffary

affiflance for that purpofe; I there-

fore, after removing the prifoners,

fet her on fire.

Finding from the condition of

my fhip the utter impr-ffbility of
executing my orders, 1 have there*

fore given directions to C>p^^''^

Cadogan,
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CadoL;sn, -ommander of his

anajelly't ' ..orne, to put them

into imr. ^'
• xecution,

Notu'i '--i'-g our feertiing

fuperiori , I ho^je the return of

the kill;ii and wounded will luffi-

clcntly evince, that my officers

and (hip's company have acquitted

themfelves in the mod gallant and

Spirited manner. Indeed I feel

*tis impoffible to do julUce to their

merits.

In juftice to Lieutenant Banks
of the marines, I muft beg leave

to obferve to their lordfhips, that

lis party behaved with the utmofl:

lleadinefs and bravery, keeping up
a regular and conrtant fire from

the beginning of the aflion, till

jjeceflity called them to the great

guns, where they (hewed an equal

Ihare of fpirit and good order.

But while I am thus giving

tKofe well-deferved encomiums to

his Britannic Majefty's fubjeiiils, I

jhouldfeel myfelf in honour bound
to give his enemies, on this oc-

cafion, the merits they are fo truly

deferving, did not the condition

of the (hip, and the heavy lofs

they have fultained, fufficiently

fpeak their praifes. I muft beg
leave to add, in honour to M. de
Cheavel, who commanded La Ca-
pricieufe at the time (he furren-

dered, that the colours were not

hauled down till the (hip had five

feet water in her hold.

Monf. de P.anfanne and Monf.
de Fontaine, the firft and fecond
captains, both fell in the adtion

;

but as to their farther lofs, we are

as yet ignorant, being unacquainted
with the number of prifoners on
board the Liccrne ; but from a
rough calculation of their ofiicers,

they muft have at leaft loo killed

and wounded.

It Is with infinite concern that

I ;.cquaint their lordfliips, that

Lieutenant Ellifon ftands foremoft

on the lift of the wounded, having
been very feverely bruifed in the

back, and his right arm carried

off by a (hot. I muft beg leave to

recommend his misfortunes, and
the great intrepidity he (hewed
during the aflion, to their lord-

fhips moft particular attention.

^ liji of the killed and •vjounded on

board his majejiy 'j Jhip La Pnidente.

Killed.

Mr. John Difmond, Mr.
Richard Montgomery,
Mr. Thomas England, > 4
Mr.William Difmond,
Midlhipmen -

Seamen - - . - _ 12

Marine - _ - - - i

Total 17

Wounded,
Mr. Jofeph Ellifon, fe-

j

cond lieutenant - - 5
Mr. William M'Carty,

midftiipman

Seamen . _ - - _ 25
Marines - - - - _ ^

"-]

Total 31

Since dead of
their ^wounds.

Seamen ------ 2

Marine -----. i

Total killed and wounded 48

L I C O R N E.

3 killed J 7 v/ounded.

I am, &c.

Wm. Waldegrave.
Purfuant
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Purfuant to an order from the

Hon. William Waldegrave, Com-
mander of his majeily's ihip I^a

Prudente, of this «lay's date, to

us diredled, we whofe names are

under-mentioned, have been on
board the prize frigate La Ca-
pricieufe, and have/there taken a

Itrid and ca refill furvey on her,

and find as follows, viz.

The fore-maft wounded in fe-

veral places.

The foretop-maft over the fide.

The main-mart: laying fore and
afc the deck, being gone about
ten feet above the main deck.
The mizen-maft fhot in feveral

places.

The mizen-top-maft the fame.
All her fpare yards and top

mafts rendered unferviceable with
Ihot.

A number of fhot-holes betwixt
wind and water.

Many other damages about the

fhip, and, when we left her, fix

feet water in the hold.

And we do declare we have
made and taken this furvey with
fuch care and equity, that, if

required, we are ready to make
oath to the impartiality of our
proceedings.

Given under our hands, on
board the prize frigate La
Capricieufe, at fea, thig

6th of July, 1780.

John Richardson, Carpenter.

John Spaseatt, Carpenter.

SI R James Wallace, Captain
of his majefty's (hip Nonluch,

in a letter lo Mr. Stephens, dated
at Falmouth, the ill inft. gives
an account that while his boats
were employed in burning the
frigate oif the -Loire, he obferv-
VoL. XXIII.

ed three fail in the N. W. mak-
ing fignals to each other, lo which
he immediately gave chafe, and
about midnight came up with
and clofely engaged one of them j

that after a defence of more than
two hours fhe flruck, and proved
to be La Belle Poule, mounted
with 32 guns, twelve pounders,
commanded by the Chevalier Ker-
gariou, and 275 men ; that the
captain and 2-). men were killed,

the fecond captain, with feveral

officers and men, to the amount
of 50, were wounded ; and that

the Nonfuch had three men killed

and ten wounded, two of whoai
have fince died.

Copy of a Letter from Captain Wil-
liam Peer Williams, of his Ma-
jefty's Ship Flora, to Mr. Ste-

phens, ^^W Falmouth, the 15//7

of AugUfty 1780.

SIR,
BEG you will communicate to

tlie Lords Commiflioners of
the Admiralty the following par-

ticulars, which I have the plea-

fure of tranfmitting to you from
this port, where contrary winds
have obliged me to put in.

On Thurfday the loth inftant,

at half pafi: four in the afternoon.

Handing in under Ufliant, in quell

of the fleet, the wind at that time
about E. N. E. we difcqvered

through the haze a fquare rigged
vefTel and cutter under our lee,

lying-to with their heads to the

northward, dillant from us about
four miles ; whereupon we made
fail, beat to quarters, and edged
towards them, which the (hip per-

ceiving, wore, hauled to the wind,
backed her mizcn top fail, and

[7'J waited
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waited our approach, the cutter

working off and on. At ten mi-

nutes part five we got abreafl of

her, and, within two cables length,

upon fi.ewing our colours, receiv-

ed her fire, which we inllantly re-

turned, and continued biifkly on
both fides for about an hour, gra-

dually nearing each other; when
our wheel being fliot away, our

fhrouds, back ftays, and running

rigging much cut, we dropped on

board of her, and continued the

engagement in that pofition about

15 minutes; the enemy then de-

ferted their great guns, attempted

to board us, but uere inltantly re-

pulfed with lofs. Our people

boarded them in return, fword in

hand, llruck their colours, and in

a fhorc time took pofTeflion of the

ftiip, which proved to be a French

frigat', called La Nvmphe, com-
manded by the Chevalier Du Re-
main, who died the fame even-

ing of the wounds he received in

the aflicn. She is four years old,

is copper-bottomed, mounts 32

guns, though pierced for 40, and

her conriplement confiited of 291

men. She had been only four

days out of Breft, and was cm-
ployed upon reconnoitring fervice

oxF that port.

Before I conclude my letter I

beg leave to add, that my officers

and people in general fiit-wed the

e;reateft coolnefs and intrepidity

on this occafion, and indeed me-
rit more encomiums than I can

find words to exprefs ; their con-

daft will, I Batter myfelf, meet

with their lordfliips approbation,

and recommend them to their fu-

ture favour.

I am, Src.

W. P. Williams.

Return of Killed and Wounded Ofi

board the Flora.

Killed. Mr. Biffet, Midfhlp-
man i. Seamen 6. Marines 2.

Total killed 9.

Wounded. Mr. Creed, maf-
ter I. Seamen 13. Marines 4.

Total killed and wounded 27.

Seamen fince dead I. Marines 2.

N. B. The Flora mounted 36
guns, and had on board whea
the action began 259 men.
On board the La Nymphe.

Killed. Firft captain, fecond
ditto, firft lieutenant, 3. Other
officers, feamen, and marines,

60. Killed 63.

Wounded. The fecond lieu-

tenant, two officers of marines,

two volunteers, five other officers,

feamen, and marines, 63. Total
killed and wounded 131,

Admlralty-offtce, Aiigufi %S, 1 7 80.

Copy of a Letterfrom Captain Mac-
bride, of his Mnjefiy''s Ship Biexi'

faifant, to Mr. Stephens, dateif

at Sea, Augiijl 13, 1780.

S I R,
WROTE to you, for the In-

formation of their lordfhips,

on my arrival at Cork, the intel-

ligence I had received, and the

fteps I intended to take in confc-

quence. The Charon arrived on
the iith inftant. I failed with

the convoy next day, having the

Charon, Licorne, and Huffar in

company. As many of the convoy

ftill remained, I ordered the Li-

corne and KutTar to keep off the

harbour's mouth to hafien them,

v/hHft the Bienfalfant and Charoa
lay-to with tliofe that were out.

At day-light v.e had drove down
as far as the Old Head of Kinf,ile,

when I obferved a large fail in

the
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the fouth-eaft in chafe of fome of

the convoy ; he was foon chafed

in turn, the Charon in company ;

the other two frigates were out of

fight of Cork. About half pad

feven we came up with her. It is

fomething fingular, that the a(5lion

on both fides began with mufque-

try ; he hoiiled Ehglilh colours,

and kept his nre : I determined to

do the fame ; as we ranged within

piilol-fliot, fome converfation paff-

ed between us. In this mode we
got fo forward on his bow, that

neither his bow or our quarter

guns would bear. Being certain

what the ftiip was, I then ordered

the fmall arms on the pcop to be-

gin ; Ihe returned it, and hoifted

her proper colours. It was fome
little time before I could regulate

iT5y fail, and place my fhip : they

had determined to board us, and
aded fo to favour the dcfign. It

was a daring, tiiough unluccefs-

ful attempt. After an hour and
ten minutes fmart aftion, her rig-

ging and fails cut to pieces, twen-
ty-one men killed and thirty-five

men wounded, fhe Itruck, and
proved to be the Comte d'Artois,

of 64 guns, upwards of 644 men,
a private {hip of war, commanded
by the Chevalier Clonard, a Lieu-
tenant de Vaiflcaux, who is lli^ht-

ly wounded in the aftion. His
brothers, the one a colonel, the

other colonel en fccond, in the
Irilh legion of that name, are on
board ; likewife a Lieutenant
perry of the Monarch ; and the
people who were, tjlcen on board
,the Margaritta prize. The Bien-
failant iiad three killed, and
twenty- two wounded ; .furniture

cut of courfe ; but the malls and
yards not materially injured.

There was one man Jliohtly

wounded in the Charon. I brought

to, to refit ; and the convoy of 99
fail proceeded on with a very freOi

and fair wind. The Licorne is

in company ; the fteady gallantry

of my officers and men did them
honour. I beg in particular to

recommend my firit lieutenant Sir

Thomas Lewis to their lordflups

notice.

I am. Sec.

John Maceride.

ExU-aP. of a Letter from Nathaniel

Davidfon, Efq-y hisMajeJly's Con-

ful General at Algiers, to the

Earl of HiiHborough, one of his

Majefty''s Principal Secretaries of

State ; dated Algiers, Septem-

ber 8, 1780, recei'vcd Ocio-

ber II.

/"-p» HE condua and fuccefs of

X Captain Edward Moor, com-
manding the Fame private Ihip of

war, of Dublin, on a late occa-

fjon, will^ I doubt not, be elteem-

ed fufiiciently remarkable for my
troubling your lordfuip with the

following particulars :

He failed from Mahon the 20th

of laft month, and receiving ad-

vice foon after of the departure of

five French veffels, all letters of

marque, from Marfeilles, bound
for the Weft-Indies, determined

to go in quell of them. On the

25th he defcried five fail near the

Spanilh coaft, which ccrrefponded

with his intelligence; but as they

were at a diilance, and the day

was far fpent, he judged it pru-

dent not to make a ihew of purfu-

ing them, that he might have a

better chance to fucceed in get-

ting betwixt them and the land

at night, which he had the gcod

fjrtanc to effsd. M^ found him-

[7j z - fcir
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felf at day-light next morning ofF

Cape deGat,and about twoleagues

from the five fliip?, that were to-

gether, and formed in a line to

receive him. At half pad fix,

when he was within gun-fliot, they

hoifted French colours, and dif-

charged their broadfides. Captain

Moor bore down upon them, and
though they continued their fire

without interruption, referved his

till he was within piltol-fhot of the

largeft, which (Iruck after an en-

gagement of three quarters of an

hour. Without flopping to fend

any of his people on board, he

proceeded to engage the fecond,

and took her, after a fhort refid-

ance. He left an officer and fe-

ven men in this prize, with or-

ders to look after the former, till

he returned from purfuing the

three remaining veffeis, which he

obferved were making fail to get

away. He came up with and took

two of them ; the other efcaped.

The largeft fhip is called Les
Deux Freres, pierced for twenty
guns, mounting fourteen fix poun-
ders, and fifty-five men, (fifteen

of whom got off in a boat) ; the

fecond, L'Univers, (the captain of

which was killed) pierced for

eighteen guns, carries twelve four

pounders, and forty-one men, lit-

tle inferior in fize to the Deux
Freres ; the third, the Zephyr,
(formerly his majefty's floop)

•pierced for fourteen guns, mount-
ing ten three pounders, and thirty-

two men ; the fourth, the Nancy,
a pink of two fix pounders, two
two pounders, and eighteen men.
They all got fafe into this bay on
the 29th of Lift month, about ten

o'clock at night.

Captain Moor's gallant beha-

viour has been taken great notice

of by the ofiicers of this regency/

and his humane and generous

treatment of his prifoners been ad-

mired by every body ; indeed fo

much, that Monf. de la Vallee,

French Conful General here,

thought it incumbent on him to

write a line to me to expiefs his

fenfe of it, in the ftrongeft terms

of encomium and gratitude.

The Fame mounts twenty gun?,

fix pounders, on one deck, and
four upon her quarter deck, viz,

two four pounders, and two three

pounders, and io8 men.

S/:>ort Account of the Defolation made
in feveral of the V/eft India

Ifands by the late Hurricanes.

ON the 3d of Oaober lafl;, a

moft dreadful convulfion of
nature, almoft overwhelmed the

little fea-port town of Savannah-
la-Mer on the ifland of Jamaica,
with the adjacent country. About
one o'clock in the afternoon, the

gale began from the S. E, and
continued increafing with accumu-
lated violence until four, when it

veered to the fouth, and became
a perfect tempefi:, which Jafted in

full force till near eight; it then

abated. The fea, during the laft

period, exhibited a moft awful
fcene ; the waves, fwelled to an
am^azing height, ruflied with an
impetuofity not to be defcribed on
the land, and in a few minutes
determined the fate of all the

houfes on the bay. Thofe whofe
ftrength, or prefence of mind,
enabled them to feek their fafety

in the Savannah, took refuge in

the miferable remains of the habi-

tations there, moft of which were

•^ blowa
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blown down, or fo much damaged
by the ftorm, as to be hardly ca-

pable of affording a comfortable

ihelter to the wretched fufferers.

—

In the Court-houfe, 40 perfons,

whites, and of colour, fought an
afylum, but miferably perilhcd by
the preilure of the roof and iides,

which fell upon tbem. TMumbers
were faved in that part of the

houfe of P4r. Finlayfon, that

luckily withltood the violence of
the terapeft,—himfelf, and ano-
ther gendeman had left it, when
the wind forced open the door,

and carried away the whole lee

iide of it, and fought their fafety

under the wall of an old kitchen,

but finding they muft inevitably

pcrifh in that ficuacion, they re-

turned to the houfe, determined
to fiibmit to their fate. About
ten the waters begart to abate, and
at that time a finart fhock of an
earthquake was felt. All the fmail

veflels in the bay were driven on
fhore, and dafhed to pieces. The
fliips Princefs Royal, Capt. Ruth-
win ; Henry, Richardfon ; and
Auftin-Hall, Aullin ; were forced

from their anchor?, and carried fo

far into the morafs that they will

never be got off. The earthquake
lifted the Princefs Royal from her

beam ends, righted her, and fixed

her in a firm bed ; this circum-
ftance has been of great ufe to the

furviving inhabitants, for whofe
accommodation Ihe now ferves as

a houfe.

The morning udiered in a fcene

too (hocking for defcription. —
Bodies of the dead and dying,
fcattered about where the town
flood, prefented themf^lves to the
agonizing view of thofe whofe
charity led them in queft cf" the

lemains of their unhappy fellow-

creatures ! The number who have
perifhed is not yet precifely afcer-
tained, but it is imagined 50 whites,
and 1 50 perfons of colour, are loft.—Amongft them are numbered
Dodor King, his wife, and four
children, his partner, Mr. Nefbit,
a carpenter, and 24 negroes, all

in one houfe.—Dr. Lightfoot, and
Mr. Antrobus, were found dead
in the ftreets. In the whole pa-
lifh, it is faid, there are not five

dwelling-houfes, and not one fet

of works remaining; the plantain
walks are all deftroyed ; every cane
piece levelled ; feveral white peo-
ple, and fome hundreds of negroes,
killed.

In the adjoining parifh of St.

Elizabeth, although the 'face of
the country wore a hfs horribleaf-

ped than at Weftmorcland, much
damage- was done, and feveral

lives loft.

Our accounts from Lucea,
though not particular, are terri-

ble. —-^The town, except two
houfes, thofe of Meffrs. Campbell,
and the adjoining tenement of
Mr. Lyons, is levelled to the
ground ; many lives loft, and in

the whole parifh of Hanover but
three houfes ftanding— not a tree,

bufh, or cane to be feen—univer-
fal defolation prevails I Of the

perfons loft, we can only as yet
name MefTrs. Aaron and Solo-
mon Dias Fernandes, two an-
tient gentlemen of the Jewifh na-
tion, one aged 81, and the other

80, of refpedable and venerable
charaders.—Three young ladies,

Miffes Samuels, at Green Ifland.— The elegant houfe of John
Campbell, Efq; at Salt-fpnng ;

Kendall and Campbell-town ; and
that of Mr. Chambers, ai Batche-
lor's-hall.—Cupt. Darling, Mrs.

[T] 3 Darling,
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Darling, and Mr. Moxham, were

dragged out, barely alive, from

the ruins of an arch that fupport-

ed a flight of fteps, under which

they had ftieltered themfelves.

—

Fourteen or fifteen people of co-

lour were buried in a flore that

fell in upon them.

At Montego-bay, the tempeft

increafed f accompanied with in-

ceffant rain) to fuch an amazr
ing degree, as, about dark, to

threaten general ruin and de-

llrudtion. The darknefs of the

night added frefh horror to the

general appreheniions, and a clr-

cumftance which, on ordinary oc-

cafions, would be confidered as

peculiarly terrifying—the immenfe
and prodigious fiafhes of lightning

which regularly fucceeded each

other, was an alleviatipn to the

general confternation, and the on-

ly fecurity to the very few whofe

particular fituation permitted or

inclined them to venture through

the ftrects, and afford comfort and

relief to the diftrefies of their

neighbours. From 12 o'clock,

from the beft of our information,

and our own rccoliedtion, the

ftorm began to abate ; but the

many inftances of defolation and

dillrefs which even then prefented

themfelves to our view, and which
we began to be apprized of from

different quarters of the town, af-

forded fuggeftions to the mind,
which rendered the approach of the

morning truly horrible.

It is impofTible at pr^fent to

recount the particular lolTes of

every individual ; many houfes in

this town have been dellroyed ;

among the principal fufrerers are,

Mr. Vincent, Dr. Mutterfhed,

the eftate of James Lugg, Mr.
Whicaker, Mr. Allhert, and the

barracks at Fort Frederick. The
darknefs of the night rendered it

impoffible to attend to the fate of
the Ihipb Ladras, Adventurer, and
Lenox, which were in the harbour
when the ftorm commenced ; the

mod probable and favourable con-
jedure which could be made upon
their being milled in the morning,
was their having put to fea in the

night, and no fymptoms of wrecks,

having yet appeared to difcredit

this conjefture, we are in hourly
and impatient expe^ation of fee-

ing them, or hearing of their be-,

ing fafe. All the fmaller craft in

the harbour, together with the

fhip Peterslield, which had been
preferved and repaired after the

fhipwreck of laft February, are all

totally loft; and thebrigantinejane,

which had gone down a few days
before to Great River, as a place

of apparent faiety, h^s been driven

afhore, but we are informed will

be got off with very little da-

mage.
Our informations from the

country are truly alarming ; few
eftates in this parifh have efcaped

without fome damage, many lets

of works and dwelling-houfes are

thrown down, the canes in gene-,

ral have fuiFered much, but the

Icfs of all the piantain works
without exception is an aggrava-

tion of the general calamity which
cannot fail of exciting fentiments

of compafiion and regret for the

condition of our fellow-creatures,

who may fufi'er for the lofs of the

moil eiTential part of their fup-

port. What we have recited falls

far fhort of accounts which we
hourly receive of the damage done
in Hanover and Weftmoreland ;

at Lucea-bay only two houfes re-

main, and his majefty's floop

Badger,
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Badger, lying in that harbour, ing forced it? way into every part,
has loft all her mails and run on and torn off mod of the roof.
iliore. From this afylum they were fooa

driven out; the water being ilop-
Another furious Tempejl , net lefs ino p^d in its paflfage, having found

lent thai the former, happned on itfrlf a courff into the cellar, they
the loth, and laid ^jjajfie fcTJcral knew not where to go ; the water

had rofe four feet, and the ruins
were falling from all quarters. To
continue in the cellar was impof-
fible

; to return to the houfe equal-
ly io ; the only chance left was
making for the fields, which at

that time appeared equally dan-
gerous : it was however attempt-
ed, and the family were fo fortu-

cf the Lee-a:ard TJlands.

The folloiving is the Jurnalcfijchat

pajfed at rlarbad^ -s from the

<^th of 06lober until the 1 6th.

TH E evening preceding the

hurric.ine, the 9th of 0(5ln-

ber, was remarkably calm, but
the fky furpriiinglv red and fiery

;

during the night much rain fell, 'late as to get to the ruins of the

On the morning" of the loth, foundation of the flag ftafF, which
much rain and wind from N. W. foon after giving way, every one
By ten o'clock it increafed very endeavoured to find a retreat for

much ; by one, the (hips in the himfelf ; the governor, and the
bav drove; by four o'clock, the few that remained, were thrown
Albemarle frigate (the only man down, and it was with great dif-

of war then here) parted her an- ficulty they gained the cannon,
chors and went to fea, as did under the carriage of which they

all the other vefTels in the har- took fhelteT : their fituation here
bour. Soon after, by fix o'clock, ^'^s highly deplorable ; many of
the wind had torn up and blown tbe cannon were moved, and they
down many trees, and foreboded had reafon to fear that under
a mod violent tempefl. At the which they fat might be difmount-
Government Houfe every precau-

.

ed, and crufh them by its fall,

tion was taken to guard againft or that fome of th.e ruins that were
what might happen ; the doors flying about would put an end to

and windows were barricadoed up, their exiltence; and to render the
but it availed little. By ten fcene ftill more dreadful, they had
o'clock the wind forced itfelf a much to fear from the oowder ma-
paflage through the houfe from
the N. N. W. and the tempcft
jncrcafing every minute, the fa-

mily took to the center of the

building, imagining from the pro-
digious IJrengrh of the walls, they
bring three feet thick, and from
its circular form, it would have
withllood the wind's utmoft rage :

however, by half after eleven

gazine, near which they were;
the armoury was level with the
ground, and the arms, &c. fcat-

tered about. Anxioufly did they
wait the break of day, flattering

themfelves, that with the light

they w<iuld fee a ceflation of the
florm

; yet when it appeared, the
tempeit was little abated, and
the day ferved but to exhibit the

o'clock, they were obliged to re- nioft melancholy profped imngin-
treat to the cellar, the wind hav- abi? ; nothing can bt compared with

[T\ 4. the
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the terrible devaftation that pre-

fented itl'elf on all fides ; not a

building ftanding ; the trees, if

rot torn up by their roots, de-

prived of their leaves and branches

;

and the moft luxuriant fpring

changed in this one night to

the drearieft winter. In vain

was it to look round for Ihelter

;

houfes, that from their fituation

it was imagined would have

been in a degree protedled, were

all flat with the earth, and the

miferable owners, if they were fo

fortunate as to efcape with their

lives, were left without a cover-

ing for thenifelves and family.

General Vaughan was early

obliged to evacuate hishoufe; in

efcaping he was very much bruif-

ed ; his fecretary was fo unfortu-

nate as to break his thigh. No-
thing has ever happened that has

caufed fuch univerfal dcfojation.

No one houfe in the ifland is ex-

empt from damage. Very few

buildings are left ftanding on the

cftates. The devailation amongft

the negroes and cattle, particularly

of the horned kind, is very great,

which muil:, more efpecially in

thefe times, be a caufe of great

diitrcfs to the planters. It is as

yet impofiible to make any accu-

rate calculation of the number of

ibuls tnac have perilhed in this

dreadful calamity; whites and
blacks together, it is imagined

to exceed feme thoufands. Many
were buried in the ruins of the

houfes and buildings. Many fell

vidlims to the violence of the llorm

and inclemency of the weather,

and great numbers were driven into

the fea, and there perifned. The
troops have fuftered inconfider-

ably, though both the barracks

and hofpital were early blown
down. Alarming confequences

were dreaded from the number of
dead bodies that lay uninterred,and

from the quantity of fifh the fea

threw up, which however are hap-

pily I'ubfidcd. What few public

buildings there were, are fallen in

the general wreck ; the fortifica-

tions have fuftered very confider-

abiy. The buildings were all de-

molifhed ; for fo violent was the

florm here, when aflilled by the

fea, that a twelve-pound gun was
carried from the fouth to the north

battery, a dillance of 140 yards.

The lofs to this country is im-
menfc, many years will be requir-

ed to retrieve it.

General Vaughan's attention to

the inhabitants of Bridgetown has

been very great. On the r2th of
Odober fuch orders were iffued

}o the troops, and obeyed with

fuch alacrity, that every thing

was kept quiet in the town, which
would otherv/ife have been in great

danger of being plundered by the

prifoncrs of war. Sec. who were li-

berated by the demolition of the

prifons, and are now, to the num-
ber of above 800, difperfed over

the town and country f they, how-
ever, under this controul, behaved

tolerably well, and have been of

much fervice to the inhabitants,

who have given them employ-

ment.

On the 13th of OAober the go-

vernor went to Bridgetown, iffued

a proclamation, and took fuch

fleps as appeared of utility to the

inhabitants. The merchants, &c,

formed an afibciation, and ap-

pointed committees for the inter-

ment of the dead, the care and

ditlribution cf the provifions, <.'^'c.

They
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They voted their thanks to Gene-

ral Vaughan and the troops ; to

whom they propofed, as a reivard

for the fervice they had been of in

proiedling their property, _ to give

them a fix-pence per diem; to

which Mr. Shirley, purveyor to

the navy, promifed another fix-

pence. A floop was on the i6th

difpaiched to St. Lucia to Com-
modore Hotham, with the melan-

choly tidings of the dreadful

calamity that has befallen the

ifland, requefting of him to fend

a frigate to England with the

news.

The above is the account fent

to Lieut. Gen. Vaughan, com-
mander in chief of the Leeward
Iflands, and by him iranfmitted

to Lord G. Germaine.

jiutbetitic Accounts from other IJlands

are as follov^ :

At Antigua they felt no bad ef-

fedls from this hurricane.

At St. Chriltopher's many vef-

fels were forced on fliore.

At Sr. Lucia all the barracks
and huts for his majefly's troops,

and ot!;er buildings in the ifland,

were blown down, and the fhips

were driven lo fca ; his majefly's

fliip the Amazon, Captain Finch,
molt miraculoufly elcaped foun-

dering; Ihewason her beam-ends
for many hours ; (he lay down fo

far that her windward guns were
ill the water; had many men wafh-

ed over board, others drowned on
iicr decks ; was obliged to cut

away all her malls and bowfprit,

'but, under jury - malls, Rifely

arrived at Engliih harbour. The
Albemarle blown out of Barba-
docs, cut away her mads, and alfo

nut into Englifli harbour. Th«

Venus cut away her foremaft, loft

her bowfprit, and is arrived at

Englifh harbour,"

At Dominica they have greatly

fuffered. Every building in St,

Vincent blown down, and the

town deftroyed. The Juno, a new
French frigute of 40 guns, drove

on fhore, and daflied all to pieces.

At Grenada, great devaftation on
fliore ; nineteen fail of loaded

Dutch fiiips ftranded and beat to

pieces.

At Martinique, all the fliips

were blown off the ifland that v/ere

bringing troops and provifions.

On the 1 2th four fliips founder-

ed in Fort Royal Bay, and every

foul perifiied ; the other fliips were

blown out of the Roads, and many
muft of courfe be loft.

In the noble town of St. Pierre

every houfe is down, and more
than icoo people^ periflied ; at

Fort royal town the cathedral, the

feven churches, and other noble

and religious edifices, the gover-

nor's houfe, the record-office,

fenate - houfe, prifons, hofpitals,

barracks, ftore-houfes of govern-

ment and merchants, and upwards

of 1400 other houfes, were blown
down, and an incredible number
of perfons loft their lives ; the new
hofpital of Notre Dame, the moft

convenient and elegant in the

Weli-Indies, in which were 1600
fick and wounded patients, was
blown down, and the greateft part

of them, with the matrons, nurfes,

and attendants. Sec. buried in the

ruins. Every ftore-houfe in the

dock-yard is blown down, and
filled with ruins ; the fick-houfe

of the ftiip-wrights, &c. belonging

to the yard, fliared the fate of that

of Notre Dame, and about 100
periflied.

By
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By the reports of the day, the

number fuppofed to have perifhed

upon the ifland, including ne-

groes, is computed at upwards of

9000, and the damage at upwards
of 700,000 louis d'ors.

The accounts from St. Eufta-

tia, a Dutch fettlement, are (if

pofiible) Hill more affeding. On
the loLh, at eleven in the morn-
ing, the {ky on a fudden blacken-

ed all around ; it looked as dif-

mal as night, attended wich the

jnoft violent rains, thunder, light-

ning, and wind, ever before known.
Jn the afternoon the gale increaf-

ed. Seven (hip? were driven on
Ihore near North-Point, and dafh-

ed to pieces on the rocks ; they

were bound for Europe, and every

foul, officers and men, periihed.

Nineteen other fhips cut their ca-

bles, and Hood to fea ; only one
of which is returned, in a moft

cifmal condition. In the night

fvery houfe to the northward and
iouthward was blown down, or

waftied away, with the inhabi-

tants, into the fea ; fome few only

efcaping, who crawled up the

mountains, and bid themfclves in

large holes. The houfes to the

eaft and welt were not fo much
hurt, till the afternoon of the

3 1th, vvhen the wind on a fudden

Shifted to the eaftward, and at

night it blew with redoubled fury,

and fwept av.av every houfe. The
principal ediSces left ftanding are

the new and eld fort, the States

barracks and hofpital, with the

cathedral, and four other churches.

The deftriiclion of people on this

melancholyeventis reputed (whites

and b!ack>) to be between 4 and

5000. The pecuniary lofs can-

not be cOiT;putcd.

Copies of Letters bet-ween Lord Hillf-

bo rough, and thr. Earl of Pem-
broke, Pti the DifmiJJion of the

latter from the Ojfice of Lord
Lieutenant of the County of
Wilts.

St. Jameses, Feb. 14, I780.

My Lord,

I
AM much concerned that it

falls to my lot to obey the

king's commands, by acquainting
your lordlhip that his majefty has

no farther occafion for your itT~

vice in the offices of Lord-lieute-

nant, and Cuftos Rotulorum of
the county of Wilts; and your
Icrdfliip will, I hope, believe me,
when I afTure you 1 fhould be
glad of a more agreeable oppor-

tunity of exprefiing the refpefc,

with which I have the honou^?

to be,

my lord,

your lordfhiu's mod obedient,

humble fervant,

Hillsborough,

To the Earl cf Pembroke, ^c. \£c.

Priiy Gpvden, Monday NigJji^

Feb. 14, 1 7 So.

My Lord,

IH A D the honour to receive

your lordlhip's letter to-day,

in which your Icrcfl-iip fignifies his

maj^lly commands to you to let

me know he had no farther occa-

fion for my fervice in the offices

of Lord-lieutenant, and Cuftos

Rotulorum of the county of Wilts.

I am much obliged to you for the

concern you are fo good as to ex-

prefs upon the oecafion. Your
lordfhip will, I Hotter miyfelf, ex-

cufe me, if, confcious as I am o£

my never - failiiig duty, attach-

ment
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xnent and afFeftion to his majefly,

J am under the ncceflity of im-

puting this mark of the king's

difpleafurc to his minifters, on ac-

count of a vvfe I gave as a free

man, upon a public queltion.

I have the honour to bcj

my lord,

your lord(hip's moft obedient,

and mo(t humble fervant,

Pembroke.
To the Earl of Hill/borough, tsfc.

froceedings in the Cafe of Mr. Piz-

zoni, the Venetian Rcfident,

ON Thurday the 3d of Fe-

bruary, the Lord Chancellor

and Earl Mansfield met in Lin-

coln's-inn-hall, to try a caufe,

as extraordinary as it was novel.

The court itfelf was the firll; of

the kind that ever f:it in this

kingdom ; its jurifdidion was efta-

blilhed by an aft pafTed in the

5th of Queen Ann, which em-
powers the chancellor, and the

two chief juftices of the Ring's-

Bench and Common Pleas, or any

two of them, to take cognizance

of illegal attacks on the privi-

leges of ambafladors, and to judge

of them in a fummary way. This
accounts for Lord Thurlow and
Lord Mansfield meeting on the

fame bench. The caufe brought
before them was on the complaint
of the Attorney-general againft a

Mr. Reilly, an upholftcrer, for

luing out a writ againll Mr, Piz-

zoni, the late relident from the

republic of Venice; Mr. Gapper,
an attorney, for having figned it ;

and one Cawdron, a ihenfF's-offi-

cer, for having executed it, at a

time when Pizzoni was entitled to

the privileges of an ambaflador. ^

'4'he Attorney-general, affiled by
the Solicitor-general, barely ftated

the cafe in a mild manner, and
prayed that the court would, for

the fake of example, in flirt a pa-
nifhment on the defendants.

It was pleaded in favour of the
defendants, that Mr. Pizzoni hav-
ing had his audience of leave, and
his fucceflbr having been intro-

duced to their majeilies, it was
very natural to fuppofe, that the

former was no longer veiled with

a public character, which could

proteft him from arrefts ; and that,

as the expreffion in the aft of par-

liament, which allows to foreign

minilters a rcafcnable time to with-

draw from the kingdom, was vague
and indeterminate, it uas not to

be wondered at, that they thought

eight days a reafonable time. The
counill, therefore, hoped, that if

the defendants deferved any pu-
nifhment at all, it ought to be the

lighteft that the court could poffi-

bly inflift.

The Lord Chancellor did not

appear inclined to feverity. He
afked if the defendants.had ciFcr-

ed to make any fubmiflion. It was
replied, that the att-^rn^y and o.'fi-

cer had ; but that Reilly could not,

being, at the time 9f the arreil,

himfelf a clofe prifoner in the

King's-bench for the debt due to

him from Pizzoni.

The Attorney - general, after

having heard the defence, prayed,

that, for example fake, the court

would punifh the defendants ; hut

did by no means svifh co overt ura

any thing that had been faiJ by
way of mitigation.

The Lord Chancellor obferved,

that the t_^aertion, being a question

between
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between nation and nation, was

by no means a fit iubjeil for fpe-

culation. The time allowed for

ambafladors to depart the king-

dom could not, and indeed ought

Bot, to be defined ; nor fhould

their privileges be invaded, even

after they have difcharged their

embafly, unlefs it Hiould appear

that they intended to link into the

rank of common fubjefts, by tak-

ing up their refidence in this coun-

try. As to the punifhment, the

affair, he faid, was of a delicate

nature, and required feme time

for deliberation before judgment
Ihould be pronounced. Of the

fame opinion was Lord Mans-
field.

JBre'vrateofMr. Burke'j Billfor ' the

better Regulation of his Majejly^s

Ci'vil EJiailijhment y and ofcertain
public Offices ; for the Limitation of
Penf.onsy and the Suppreffion of
fundry ufelefs, expenf've, and in~

eon'venient Places ; andfor apply~

ing the Monies faijed thereby to

the public Service.''

The Bill fets forth,

^E"^ H A T large aids having

J|_ been granted to his ma-
jefty in fupport of the prefent war,

have caufed a confiderabie in-

creafe of the public debt, and fub-

jefted the people of this realm
to many burthens and inconve-

uience?.

That farther grants and bur-
thens may be flill neceflary; and
it is the duty of the reprefenta-

tives of the commons of the land

that due care fhould be taken, by
a reduftion of unneccflary charges,

by introducing a better order into

the management of the expences

of his majefty's civil eftablifhment,

by rendering the public accounts

more eafy, by a farther fecurity

for the independence of parlia-

ment, and by applying the mo-
nies, v/hich are not now fo pro-

perly hufbanded, to the public fer-

vicc ; to aftbrd all poffible relief to

the people of this realm, thereby

adding Ibength to his majefty's

government.
And therefore enafls.

That the ofHce of third fecretary

of ftate, or fecretary of ftate for

the colonies, and the board of
trade and plantations, (hall be abo-

liflied.

There are claufes.

Declaring bv whom the du-
ties of fuch offices fball be per-

formed.

The bill further fets forth,

1 hat the conilitution of hisma-
jefty's court and houfliold being in

many particulars inconvenient, and
having a tendency to create ex-

pence.

Therefore the bilhenafls.

That the offices of treafurer of
the chamber, the treafurer of the

houfhold, and the feveral other

ofiices of his majefty's houfhold
therein mentioned, with their de-

pendencies, ftiall be abolifhed.

There are claufes.

For transferring the jurifdidio-ri

of :he Green-cloth to other per-

fons, and for providing for the

tables of his majelty's houfhold by
contract—for abolifhing the offices

of the great wardrobe, removing
wardrobe, and other offices therein

mentioned, with their dependen-
cies—for abolifning the board of
works, and for appointing a fur-

veyor or comptroller of his ma-
jelly's buildings and gardens, and
for providing for the expences at-r

tending
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tending the fame by contrafl— for for compelling the payment of ba-

declaring that all falaries and lances.

charges of his majefty's houfhold

Ihall be paid at the Exchequer

—

that furniture ani moveables of

his majefty's houfhold fhall be

purchafed by contratl— for declar-

ing that his majefty's ftables fhall

be fupplied by contrad—that the

offices of mafter of the buck-

hounds, fox-hounds, and harriers,

be abolilhed, and the duty per-

formed by the fenior equerry, and
to be provided for by contrad—for

The bill alfo fets forth.

In order that no reformation
made by this acl fhould operate as

a retrofpedive penalty, and to put
an end to fuits between the public
and private perfons

:

Therefore the bill enads.
That commiffioners may be ap-

pointed by his majefly, to call be-

fore them feveral accountants,

againit whom balances are return-

ed, in order to examine and to pro-

making regulations in the body of cecd in fuch manner as in the bill

yeomen of the guards, and band is mentioned.

of gentlemen-penfioners—for abo-

lifhing the office of paymafter of
the penfions, direding that all

penfions ihall hereafter be paid at

the Exchequer— for limiting the

fum to be appropriated to the pen-
iion lift—for regulating the pri-

vate lifts of penlion£—to limit c'.e

fum of money to be ifTued for fe-

cret fervice in one year—for regu-

lating the ilTuing of money for

foreign and fecret fervice—for re-

gulating the method of iflbing mo-
ney for the purpofe of fpecial fer-

vice—forclaffing the order of pay-
ments of his majefty's civil elxa-

blilhment, and for applying the

balance of fuch accounts.

The bill fets forth.

That there having been great

delays in pafling the accounts of

paymafter-general and treafurer of board fhall be fupprelTed.

The bill further fets forth.

That feveral of the chief offices

in the Exchequer being held for

life, and having been granted as

an honourable provifion for the

perfons or families of ^thofe who
have ferved the ftate, and which
the law of the land hath infured

to them, and that it is equally ex-
pedient that the crown iTiould not

in future be debarred from the

means of making an honourable

provifion for thofe who ferved the

ftate.

The bill fets forth.

That the board of ordnance is

properlv a military concern, and
at prefent attended with great ex-
peace to the public.

Therefore the bill enads.
That the civil branch ofthe faid

the navy

;

The bill direds

The method of ifTuing the mo-
ney for the ufe of thofe cfHces re-

fpedively to the Bank of Eng-
land.

There arcclaufes,

Direding the method and times
of making up their accounts, a<id

There are claufes,

Direding in what manner the

flid office fliall be executed, both
for the land and naval fervice^
for appointing a commiffion di-

reded to certain commiflioncrs,

who are to regulate all things re-

lative to the faid ordnance, and

to bring the fame io a more per-

fect
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feci conformity to military pur- in the Adtnhiijlraiion of the publik.

poles. Finances,

There are alfo claufes

For carrying the lalarics, fee?,

and other Turns of money, faved

by virtue of this adt, to the fink-

in«; fund—to declare that no office

Jhall be created in the nature, or

for the purpoi'es of thofe abolifiied

by this ad—for appointing cora-

niiffioners to hear the reprefenta-

tions of pevfcns aggneved by this

acl ; and for giving perfons dif-

placed by this aft a right to the

lucceflion to vacant offices.

Therefore the bill enafts

What fhall be the falary of cer-'

tain offices of the Exchequer, after

the lives of the prefent poil'eflbrs

and grantees in reveriion.

The bill fets forth.

That the conftitution of the

Mint is expenfive, and that the

coina8;e ought to be of none or lit-

tle expence lo the nation j

Therefore the bill enafls.

That the office of the Mint Ihall

be abolifi:ied.

There are claufes

For paying falaries to the pre-

fent officers of the Mint, who fhall

be removed—that the Treafury

fhall contraft with the Bank for

coinage—that the Bank fhall un-

dertake the remittance of all mo-
ney for the ufe of his majeily's

forces in foreign parts, declaring

vhat perfons (hall hereafier be de-

puty-paymailer or a/my agents.

Extract from the EciiSls lately pv.h'

lijhed ky the King cf France, on

the Subje^ of national Oeco7i07ny,

quoted hy Mr. Burke, in his Speech

cm the NcceJJ-'ty of Rcfonnution

LOUIS, &c. feeing wholly oc-

cupied in eftablifliing order

and ceconomy in the expences of
our houffiold, in as great a degree
as confiils with the dignity of our
crown, we have confideredj that

it will be conducive to this end to

re-unite to us all the offices of
our private houftiold, part of which
had been alienated by the kings

our predeceffors, under the titles

of calual revenues, and had thereby

become a heavy charge to the

crown ; as we (hall therefore be-

come alone interefled in the num-
ber and value of thefe offices, we
fliall be more at liberty to abolilh

fuch as appear to be ufelefs, to

determine the emolument, to con^

fiilt onlyj in thefe arrangements,

our general views of adminiltra-

tion. We fhall refer to ourfclves

to examine in our juftice what dif-

advantages may enfue to our chief

officers, and thofe of the queen,

our dearell wife and companion^
from the deprivation of thofe cafuai

revenues, which add nothing in

fplendor equal to their immenle
charge. We will befsdes preferve

to them their various privilegesj

and they always fiiall be, as they

at prefent are, eminently diftm-

guifhed by the rank and dignity

of the perfons to whom they are

entrulled.

' For thefe caufes, 2:c.*

This Edict is compofed of three

articles.

ExtraB from the King*s EdiSi for
the Supprejfon of the Charge of
Comptroller^ get'.eral cf the King's

Hc:(jhold, end the Money Cham"
ber^
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BeTf the Lieutenant Complrolkr- the fame time we have thought

General of the Furniture belong- proper to eflabiifh a general office

ing to the Croziun ; the Office of for the expenccs of our houfhold,

Comptroller-General of the Sta- which fhall be compofed of two
i>leSf of Lieutenant Comptroller- Magiftrates taken from ojr Cham-
General of the Plate, HouJhcU ber of Accounts, and five Com-
Jmufements, and Affairs of the miffioners-general which (liall be
King's Chamber ; and of the fwo thrown out by this arrangement.

Offices of Comptroller-General of and who, in uniting their difrer-

ent knowledge, will be very ca-ihe ^leen's Hcujkold \ n/jith the

EJlabliJhment of a General Offue

for the Expence of the Honjhold,

Gi-ven at Verfailles, //; the Month

of January, 1 7 So.

LOUIS, &c. Having reflefted,

that, without eflential alterations

in the dircftion of the expences of

our houfhold, we (hould hardly

be able to eftabiifh a permanent
improvement in the conducing of
them, we have begun by reduc-

ing the great number of coffers

and treafuries to one only. We
have, by our Edicl of this day,

united all the offices of our houf-

hold with the cafual revenues

;

and now, to render the plan we
have prefcribed to ourfelves more
complete, we have thought pro-
per to fupprefs the offices of
Comptroller-general of our houf--
hold, and of the Money Cham-
ber; that of the Lieutenant Comp-
troller-general of the furniture be-

longing to the crown ; the oitices

of Lieutenants and Comptrollers-

pable of conducting, v/ith fpirit

and uniformity, the whole ex-
pences of our houfhold. This
office is to be immediately em-
ployed in a full examination of
every part of it, in order to pro-
duce the greateil perfpicuity, for

the purpofe of introducing all the
improvements of every kind, whicli
the bufinefs is capable of; and
lliall render an exadl account of
their operations both to the mi«i«
fler of our houfhold, and that of
finances, for the better introduc-
ing in this ellablifhment every al-

teration which lliall be found ufe-

ful, and to the execution of which
there yet remains every obitacle;
that they may thus be immediate-
ly known and removed, and that
our general adminiltraticn being
thus drawn into one common of^
fice, may receive all the lights ne«
ceflary for accomplifhing the plan
we have approved. We keep our
high and chief officers in the ho-
nourable fituatlon of receiving our

general of our Stables; thcfe of orders immediately from us, tranf-
Lieutenants and Comptrollers-ge- mitting them, and watching that
ii'^ral of the plate, the houfliold

amufements, and affairs of our
chamber ; tlie two ofhces of Comp-
trollers-general to the queen's
'houfhold, our dearell wife and
companion ; and we will that all

thele offices (hall be paid in ready
jnoney after their liijuidution. At

they are put into execution.—But
they being called out on our fer-

vice in our provinces and armies,
and not having time to fpare in
infpeti^ing the particulars of fi-

nance and ccconomv, which re-

quire continual niiiduity and watch-
lalneG, we imagine they will be-

hold.
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hold, without pain, this part of prove tnbre and more to our faith-

our adminiflration feparated from ful fubjefts, how much it is our

their noble offices near our per- defire to avoid having recourfe to

ion ; and we have too much ex- new taxes, till we have eftimat-

perienced their zeal and attach- ed all the refources arifing from

ment not to be convinced that this fyftem of order and cecono-

they will eagerly fecond the ge- my.

neral plan for the eftablilhment of ' For thefe caufes, &c.'

regularity in our finances, and to This Ediftconfifts of 16 articles.

The
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The following authentic Extrads frO|tn the Com-Regifter are taken
from Accounts collefted from the (Cuftom-Houfe Books, and deli-

vered to Mr. John James Cathervvoc^d, by Authority of Parliament.

•^K Accomtt of the ^antiiies of all Corn and Grr.in exportedf-cm, and im-
ported into, En!>iand and Scotland, nvith the Bounties and Dravjbacks
paid, and the Duties recei-ved thereon, for one Tear ended the zth of Ja-
nuary, 1 78 1. EXPORTED.

Britifii Foreign Bounties and
Quarters. Quarters. Drawbacks paid.

1780.

ENGLAND.
Wheat - -

Wheat Flour

Rye - - .

Barley - -

Malt - -

Oats - -

Oatmeal
Beans

Peafe - -

SCOTLAND.
Wheat - - - -

Wheat Flour - -

Barley and Bear
Malt - - . -

Oats - - _ -

Oatmeal - - _

Peafe and Beans

Eifcuit

63,240

136,939
6,305

32,956

135.077
8,904
916

12,55+

3.517

773
15,101

18,706

2,415

3.330
4,696

1, 3 So
cwt. qr. lb

12,613:1:23^

I M P O R

V

1780.

ENGLAND.
Wheat - - - -

Wheat Flour t

Barley - _ - .

Oats - - - - .

Oatmeal - - _

Beans - . . ,

Peafe - - - -

SCOTLAND.
Wheat FJour - -

Oats - - - -

Bifcuit - - -

Vol. XXIIL

Quarters.

1,662

'>378

352
189,964

612

7.406

17,719

«73
4,667

c\'.-t. qr.

.84- 17 J

7,067 -]

932
Nil

2,407
Nil

8,726

449
2>3S7
3>i3i

£. s. d.

70,483 13 5|Bo.

29 17 1 Dr,

TED.
Duties
received.

1,067 o

d.

II

60 II c^

6iBo.

Tuc
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The following is an account of the average prices of corn in Eriglajxd

and Wales, by the llandard Winchefler bulhel, for the year 1780.

Wheat
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SUPPLIES granted by Parliament, for

the Year 1780.

T
N A V Y.

December 2, 1779-

H A T 85,000 men be employed for the Tea

o o

fervice, for the year 1780, including 18,779
marines.

2. That a fum, not exceeding 4I. per month per

man, be allowed for maintaining the faid 85,000 men,

for 13 months, including ordnance for fea fervice 4^420,000

February 24, 1780.

1. For the ordinary of the navy, including half pay
to the fea and marine officers, for the year 1780 - 85,381 7 6

2. Towards building, rebuilding, and repairs of

Ihips of war in his majefty's yards, and other extra-

works, over and above what are propofed to be done
upon the heads of wear and tear in ordinary, for the

year 1780 •

—

— — 697,903 o o

May 18.

Towards paying off and difcharging the debt of

the navy -_ __ — 1,500,000 o o

7,003,284 7 6
ARMY.

December 9.

1. That a number of land forces, including 4,213
invalids, amounting to 35,005 eftedlive men, com-
miffioned and non-commillioned officers included, be
employed for the fervice of the year 1780 —

2. For defraying the charge of 35,005 effeftive

men for guards, garrifons, and other his Majefty's

forces in Great-Britain, Jerfey, and Guernfey, for

the year 1780 — — — 946,176 3 5
3. For the pay of the general and general flafF offi-

cers in Great-Britain, for the year 1780 — — 44^^75 8 3

4. For maintaining his Majefty's forces and garri-

fons iu the plantations and Africa, including thofe in

garrifon
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garrifonin Minorca and Gibraltar ; and for provifions

for the forces in North America, Nova Scotin, New-
foundland, Gibraltar, the Ceded Iflands, and Africa,

for the year 1780 — 1,418,059 I 3

5. For defiaying the charge of five Hanoverian re-

giments of foot at Gibraltar and Minorca, and for

provifions for the three battalions of the faid troops

at Gibraltar, for the year 1780 56,228 :i li|

6. For defraying the charge of 13,472 men of the

troops of the Landgrave of Hefle Cu/Tel, in the pay

of Great-Britain, together with the fubfidy^urfuant

to treaty, for the year 1780 367,892 19 4
7. For defraying the charge of two regiments of

Hanau, in the pay of Great-Britain, together with

the fubfidy, purfuant to treaty with the hereditary

Prince of HefTe Caffel, for the year 1780 • 35,510 19 9
8. For defraying the charge of a regiment of foot

of Waldeck, in the pay of Great-Britain, together

with the fublidy, purfuant to treaty with the reigning

Prince of Waldeck, for the year 1780 17,529 II 9
9. For defraying the charge of 4300 men, the

troops of the reigning Duke of Brunfwick, in the pay
of Great-Britain, together with the fubfidy, for the

year 17S0 94,173 12 4I
10. For defraying the charge of 1447 men, the

troops of the Margrave of Brandeburgh Anfpach, in

the pay of Great- JBritain, together with the fubfidy

for the year 1 7 So ——^—

.

39,7*8 18 l^
1 1. For defraying tha charge of a corps of foot of

Anhalt Zerbll, in the pay of Great-Britain, together

with the fubfidy, purfuant to treaty with the reign-

ing Prince of Anhalt Zerblt, for the year 1780 — 16,661 6 4!
12. For defraying the charge of provifions for the

foreign troops ferving in North America, in the pay
of Great-Britain, for the year 1780 — 48,801 10 6

13. For defraying the charge of artillery for the fo-

reign troops in the pay of Great-Britain, purfuant to

treaties, for the year 1780 — • 27,741 10 o
14. For defraying the charge of the embodied mi-

litia of the feveral counties of South Britain, and of
four regiments of fencible men in NorthBritain, for

the year 1780 _ -653,926 2 o
15. Fordefrayingthechargeofthecloathingfor the

embodied militia in South Britain, for the year 1780 - 96,183 4 2

^
16. For defraying the charge of additional compa-

nies and additional to the embodied militia in South
Britain, for the year 1778 — 8,943 13 8

[U] 3 17. For
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17. For defraying the charge of the new levies or-

dered to be raifed, for the year 1780 258,206 18 o
April i i .

1. For defraying the charge of Lieut. Colonel
FuUarton's corps, from the 24th day of February,

1780, to the 24th day of December following, both
inclufive, being 305 days 8,6::3 17 6

2. For defraying the charge of one additional

troop, with a lieutenant-colonel, to Lieut. Colonel
Holrnyd's corps of light dragoons, from the 25th day
of December, 1779, to the 24th day of December
1780, both inclufive, being 366 days 3,179 12 6

3. For defraying the charge of Major General
Rainsford's regiment of foot, from the 24th day of
February, 1780, to the 24th day of December fol-

lowing, both inclufive, being 305 days 12,929 9 2
4. For defraying the charge of Lieut, Colonel

Hiimbcrilone's corps, from the 24th day of February,

1780, to the 24th day of December following, both
inclufive, being 305 days • ; 8,623 '7 ^

5. Towards defraying the charge of the out - pen-

fioners of Chelfea-tlofpital, for the year 1780 — 87,718 o o
May 18.

1. For defraying the charges of additional com-
panies Jind additior.als to the enibodied militia in

South Britain, including cloathing, for the year 1780 11,712 9 6
2. To make good the deficiency on the pay of

additional companies and additionals to the embodied
tnilitia in Soiith Britain, for the year 1779 —

—

468 15 S
3. For defraying the charge of the new levies,

from the comm.encement of their refpcaive eftab-

lifhments to the 24th day of December, 5779 — 30,296 16 8
M A Y 22.

1. On account of the reduced officers of his Ma-
jefty's land forces and marines, for the yeari7&o - 82,905 2 o

2. For defraying the charge for allowances to fe-

veral private gentlemen of the two troops of horfe

guards reduced, and to the fuperannuated gentle-

men of the four troops of horfe guards, for the year

1780 —1

—

60S 6 6
M AY 23.

Towards defraying the extraordinary expences of
his Majefty's land forces, and other fervicc- incurred,

between the 3ifl Jan. 1779, and the ill Feb* 17S0,
and not provided for by parliament — 2,4!8;8o5 18 11^

6,797.506 iB 9

ORDNANCE.
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ORDNANCE.
December 15, 1778-

V,. For the charge of the office of Ordnance for the

land fervice, for the year 1780 — — 458,136 9 II

2. For defraying the expence of ffTvices performed

by the office of Ordnance for land fervict, and not

provided for by parliament in the year 1779 — 5915466 o 11

1,049,602 10 10

MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES.
December zo, 1779. ^

To be |-iaid to William Smith, Doftor of Phyfic,

Sn recompence for hisconitant and hauianeattendance
ujSon the fick and dife.^fcd prifofers in the feveral

gaolr, in thecountv of Middle -ex, city of vVeft''.; niter,

and burough of Southvvark, for near four years lall

palf. and for repaying the faid William Smith the fe-

veral fums of money by him expended in piirchafing

proper medicines for fuch fick and difeafed prifoners 1,200 O O
D E c E r.5 E E a 21.

To be advanced to the governor dnd company
of the merchants of England, trading into the Le-
vant fca, to be applied in affifling the faid company
in carrying on their trade — — Io,ooo G O

For the cxpcrices of the new roads of commu-
iiication, and building bridges, in the Highlands of

North-Britain, in the year 1780 — — 6,997 4 3
Mar^h 7, 1780.

Towards enabling thj Truftecs of the Britifli

Mufeum to carry on the execution of the trulls re-

pofed in them by Parliament — — 3>^'^^ ^ O
M.\Y 18.

i. To make good the like fum iiTued by his Ivia-

jefty's orders in purluance of the addreffes of the

Houfe _ j:^ __ 15,700 O O
2. To replace the fum iflued by his Majefty's or-

ders t(^ Mr. Doncan Campbell, for the expence of
confining, maintaining, and employing convidts on
the River Thames — •

—

—
. I4'348 ?• 9

May 30.
1: To make good the fum ifTucd by his Majefty's

order?, to be applied for the relief ard benefit of
fundry American civil officers, and others wiio have
fufFered on account of their attachment to his Ma-
jefty's government — — ~ 57,910 12 o

JVne I.

1. For defraying expences attending general far-

^eys of his MajeAy's dominions in North A-meric>i,

for the year 175^0 — — — i.S^z 5 o
[U] 4 2. Ft*
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2. For defraying the charges of the following civil

eihiblilhments in America, and other incidental ex-
peiiccs attending the fame, for the year 1780 :

1. His Mnjetly'sifland of St. John's 3!50^«
2. His M-ijefty's colony of Georgia 2966',

3. His Majefly's colony ci Nova Scotia 4796I.

4. His Majefty's colony of Eall Florida 3950I.

5. His Majelly's colony of Weil Florida 3900I.

i2,66z
3. For repairing, maintaining, and fupporting the

Britilh forts and iectiements on the coait of Africa,
for the year 1780 — — —

.

13,000
4. Towards carrying on the buildings at Somerfct

Houfe, for 17S0 -

—

__ __ 25^000

168,149 19 9LOANS DISCHARGED.
April 4, 1780.

1. For paying oft and difcharging the Exchequer
hills made out by virtue of an aft, paiTed in the laft

{effion of parliament, intitled, ** An acl for ena-
bling his Majelly to raife the fum of one million, for

the ufes and purpqfes therein mentioned," and
charged on the firft aids to be granted in this fefllon

of parliament —

-

— —_ 1,000,000 o o
,2. For paying off and difcharging the Exchequer

bills made out by virtue of an adl, pafled in the lall

fciTion of parliament, intitled, " An aft for raifing

a certain fum of money by loans or Exchequer
bills, for the fervive of the year 1779,"" and charged
c;i the firit aids to be granted in this flTion of par-
liament — — — — 1,500,000 o o

3. For paying off and difcharging the Exchequer
bills made out by virtue of an aft, pafied in the
lafl feffion of parliament, intitled, " An aft for
raifing a farther fum of money, by loans or Exche-
quer bills, for che fervice of the year 1779" — 1,900,000 o o

4. For difcharging and paying off the prizes of
the lottery of che year 1779 — — 490,000 o o

4,890,000 o

DEFICIENCIES.
May 23^

I. To replace to the finking fund, the like fum
paid out of the fame, to make good the deficiency
on the 5th Jujy, 1779, of the fund eftabliihed for
paying annuities, granted by an aft made in the

3 III year of his late Majef.y, toward the fupply
granted for the year 1750 --. — 37o72 18 9-I

2. To
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2. To replace to the finking fund, the like (am
paid out ot the fame, to make good the deficiency

on the 5th July, 1779, of the fund elbblifhed for

p:iyinj» annuities, granted by an acl made in the

l8ih year of his prefent Majelly, towards the fupply

grained for the year 1773, _
— — 332,856 4 5I

3. To replace to the finking fund, the like fum

paid out of the fame, to make good the deficiency

on the 5:h July, 1779, of the fund eftabiiihed for

paying annuities, granted by an adl made in the

iS'th year of his prefent Majelly, towatds the fupply
^

granted fur the ye;ir 1778 ^» 167,036 14 l|-

4. To make good the d:ficiency of the grants for

the fervice of the vear 1779 300,687 o 7
To make good the dehci? icv of the land taK — 250,000 o o
To make good the ucficieocy of the niait tax — 200,000 o o

1,287,952 17 ui

Tctr.I of fuppiies -^ 21,196,496 12 9|-

Ways «;/.'/ Meaks for r^ii/tnT; the ahn-je S'tpplies, granted to his Majey'ty,

for the Service of the Tear 1780.

Decemcer 4, 1779.
1. That tlie fum of *our (hillings in the pound,

and no more, b; raifed within the fpace of one year,

from the twenty-iifth day of P4arch, one thoufand.

feven hundred and eighty, upon lands, tenements,

hereditaments, penfion?, ohices, and perfonal eftates,

in that part of GreSt Britain called England, Wales,
and the town of Ber»vick upon Tweed: and that a

proportionable cefs, according to the ninth article of
the treaty of union, be laid upon tluU part of Great
Britain called Scotland ' 2,ooo,oco c O

2. That the duties upon malt, mum, cyder, and
perry, which, by an acH: ol parliament of the nine-

teenth year of his prefent Majelty's reign, have con-

tinuance to the twenty-fourth day <>f )une, one thou-

land feven hundred ami eighty, be further continued,
and charged upon all malt vvl)ieh Ihall be made,
iind all mum which (hall be made or imported, and
all cyder and perry which fliall be made for fale,

within the kingdom of Great Britain, from the
twenty third day of June, one thoufand (e\en hun-
dred and eighty, to the twenty-fourth day of June,
one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-ouc — -'05,000 C o

March 7, 17 So.

That towards raifing the fupply granted to his

Majelly, the fura of twelve millions be raifed by an-

nuities.
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Diiities, anJ the furtlier furri of four hundred and

eighty thoufand pounds by a lottery, in manner fol-

lowing ; that is to fay.

That every contributor towards raifing the fald fum
of twelve niiilions fhall, for everyone hundred pounds

contributed and paid, be entitled to an annuity of

four pounds, to continue for a certain term of feveii

years and one quarter, to comn;fnce from the fifth

day of January, one thoufand fcveh hundred and
eiohty, fubjed to redemption by parliament after the

expiration of the faid term, and not fooner ; and
alfo be entitled, in refpeft of every fuch one hun-

dred pounds fo contributed, to a further annuity of

one pound fiYteen {hillings and three-pence, to con-

tinue for a certain term cf eighty years, from the

faid fifth day of January; one thoufand feven huh-

dred and eighty, and then to ceafe : the faid annuity

of four pounds to be paid at the Bank cf England,

for one quarter of a year from the faid fifth day of

January, one thoufand feven hundred and eighty, td

the fifth day of Apfil follovving, and from that time

fiiaii be added to, and made one joint flock withi

certain annuities, after the rate of four pounds per

centum per annum, which were etlablifhed by an aft of

the feventeenih year of the reign cf his prcfent Ma-
jelly, and from thenceforth fhall be paid and payable

at the Bank of England, on the loth day of Odo-
ber, a,nd the fifth day of April, in every year : and

the faid annuity of one pound fixteen fiiillings and

three-pence per centum, to be payable in refpefl: oF

evfry one hundred pounds to be contributed as afore-

faid, fhall be added to, and made or^e joint flock

with, certain annuities payable at the Bank of Eng-
lahdj which were granted for ninety-nine and ninety-

eioht years, and were confoJidated and made one

joint ftock by an aft of the fourth year of the reign of

his faid prelent Majeily, and Ihall be paid and pay-

able half yearly at the Bank of En;iland, on the fifth

day of July, and the fifth day of January, in every

year

:

That the faid annuities, fo to be payable on the

faid twelve rr.illions^ fhall be charged, and chargeable;

upon, and pavcble out of, a fund to be eflablifhed in

this fefnon of parliament for payment thereof^ and

for which the finking f'lnd fnall be a collateral fecu-

rity :

That every contributor towards raifing the faid

fum of twelve millions Hiall, for t'^tt^ one thoufand

pounds
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pounds contributed, be entitled to four tickets, in a

lottery to confift of forty-eight thoufand tickets,

announting to four hundred and eighty thoufand

pounds, upon payment of the further fum of ten

pounds for each ticket, the faid four hundred and

eighty thoufand pounds to be diflributed into prizes,

for the benefit of the proprietors of the fortunate

tickets in the faid lottery, which fhali be paid in

money at the Bank of England to fuch proprietors,

upon demand, as foon after the firft day of March, ^
one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-one, as cer-

tificates can be prepared, without any dedudlion

whatfoever

:

That every contributor fhall, on or before the

eleventh day of this infcant March, make a depofit of
fifteen pounds per centum on fuch fum as he or fhe

fiialj chufe to fubfcribe towards raifing the faid fum
of twelve millions, with the chief cafiiicr or calhiers

of the governor and company of the Bank of England ;

and alfo, a depofit of fifteen pounds per centum with
the faid calhier or calliiers, in part of the monies to

be contributed towards raifing the faid fum of four

hundred and eighty thoufand pounds by a lottery,

as a fecuritv for making the future payments re-

fpcdively, on or before the days or times hereinafter

Jiiiiited ; that is to fay,
'

On j^. i2,oco,oco to be raifed by annuitie?,

£ 10 per centum on or before the :8th day of April next,

j^,'. lo per centum on or before the 26th day of May next.

£,. 10 per centum on or before the 23d day of June next.
/'. \o per centum on or before the 28ch day of July next.

£. 15 per centum on or before the 29th day of Auguftnexr.
£. 10 per centum on or before the 26th day of September nexf.
/". 10 per centum on or before the 24ih day of October next.

j^. \Q per centum on or before the 24th day of November next.

On the lottery for £,. 480,000.
£. 10 per centum on or before the I2ch day of May next.

/.. 2j per centum on Or before the 14th day of July nex''.

£• 2o per centum on or before the i2ih day of September ne-ct,

j{,'. 20 per centum on or before the loth day of October ne.vt.

i hat ali the monies fo to be received by the faid

chief caftiier or calhiers of the governor ;uid com-
pany of the B;ink of England ilKdl be pud into the
receipt of the Exchequer, to be applied ironi time to

time to fuch fervices as fliall then have been voied by
thi> Houfe in this fcflion of parliament :

That every contributor who Ihall pay in the whole
ct his or hci contribution money co>varda the fum Of

twJvt
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twelve millions, to be contributed for annuities as

aforefaid, at any time before the twenty-third day

of Oiflober next, or on account of his or her fharc in

the faid lottery, on or before the eleventh day of

September next, ihall be allowed an interell by way
of difccunt, after the rate of three pounds /^r Cen-

tum per Anniijn, on the fum fo compleating his or

her contribution refpedively, to be computed from

the day of compleating the fame to the twenty-

fourth day of November next, in regard to the fum
to be paid for the faid annuities, and to the tenth

dav of Oflober next, in refpeft of the fum to be

paid on account of the faid lottery ; and that all

fuch perfons as fhall make their full payments on

the faid lottery fhall have their tickets delivered as

loon as they can conveniently be made out. -^ 12,480,000 o Q
April 13.

1. That, towards raifmg the fupply granted to

his majelly, -there. be ilTued and applied the fum of

/ix hundred and fifty thoufand four hundred and

lifty-feven pounds, eighteen (hillings, and one far-

thing, remaining in the receipt of the Exchequer

on the 5th day of April, 1780, for the difpofition of

parliament, of the monies which had then arifen of

the furpludes, cxcefles, or overplus monies, and

other revenues, compofing the fund commonly called

the finking fund — _- —^ 650,457 18 of
2. That, towards raifmg the fupply granted to

}^is majefty, there be applied the fum of 25.560
pounds remaining in the receipt of the Exchequer

on the 5th day of April, of the deduction of fix-

pence in the pound out of all monies paid upon all

faiaries, penfions and annuities, and other payments

from the crown — — — 2^,^60 o o

3. That, towards raifing the fupply granted to

his majefty, there be applied the fum of three thou-

jand feven hundred fixty-one pounds thirteen {hil-

lings and four-pence half-penny, remaining in the

receipt of the Exchequer on the fifth day of April,

one thoufand feven hundred and eighty, fubjeift to

the difpofition of parliament, exclufive of the furplus

monies then remaining of the finking fund — 3>76' 13 4l
May 18.

That, towards raifing the fupply granted to his

msjefty, the fum of one million five hundred thou-

fand pounds be raif^d by loans or Exchequer bills,

to be charged upon the firft aids to be granted in the

next fefiion of parliament 3 fuch Exchequer bills, jf

not
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not difcharged, with intereft thereupon, on or before

the 5th day of April, 1781, to be exchanged and

received in payment, in iuch manner as Exchequer

bills have ufually been exchanged and received in

payment — — — 1,500,000 o o
June i.

1. That, towards raifing the fupply granted to his

majefty, there be ifTued and applied the fum of one

million eight hundred forty-nine thoufand five hun-

dred and forty-two pounds, one {hilling, and ele-

ven pence three farthings, out of fuch monies as
'^

have arifen, or fliall or may arife, of the furplufies,

excefles, or overplus monies, and other' revenues

compofing the fund commonly called the finking

fund — — — — 1,849,542 I ii|

2. That, towards raifing the fupply granted to

his majefty, the further fum of one million nine

hundred thoufand pounds be raifed, by loans or Ex-
chequer bills, to be charged upon the firft aids to be
granted in the next feffion of parliament ; and iuch

Exchequer biljs, if not difcharged with intereil: there-

upon on or before the fifth day of April, one thou-

fand feven hundred and eighty -one, to be exchanged
and received in payment in fuch manner as Ex-
chequer bills have ufually been exchanged and re-

ceived in payment — — ' — 1,900,000 o O
3. That a fum, not exceeding fourteen thoufand

four hundred and five pounds, eighteen fhillings,

and fix-pence, being the amount of feveral fums
arifing from (toppages for provificns for the detach-
ment of artillery ferving in North America, be ap-
plied towards making good the fupply granted to his

inajefty towards defraying the extraordinary expences
of his majefty's land forces, and other fervices in-

curred between the thirty-firft day of January, one
thoufand feven hundred and feventy-nine, and the
firll day of February, one thoufand feven hundred
and eighty, and not provided for by parliament — H'4^5 ^^ ^

4. That a fum, not exceeding twenty thoufand
feven hundred and feventeen pounds, feven fhillings,

and four-pence, out of the monies or favings re-

maining of the grant in this felTion of parliament,
for the charge of the new levies ordered to be raifed
for the year one thoufand feven hundred and eighty,
be applied towards making good the fupply granted
to his majefty towards defraying the extraordinary
expences of his majefty's land forces, and other fer-

vices, incurred between the thirty-firft day of Ja-
roary.
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ruary, one thoufand fevcn hundred and feventy-

niae, and the firll day of February, one thoufand

levcn hundred and eig'.ity, and not provided for by

parliamenc — "

—

— 20,717 7 4
5. That a fum, not exceeding one hundred and

thirteen thoul'and nine hundred and ninety-eight

pounds, feven fhillings, and four-pencp, arifing

from the favings of the fums voted by parliament for

the penfions of Widovvs of officers of the army, in

the years one thoufand feven hundred and feventy-

five, one thoufand feven hundred and feventy.fix,

one thoufand feven hundred and feventy-feven,

one thoufand feven hundred and feventy-eight, and

one thoufand fevcn hundred and feventy-nine, be

applied towards making good the fupply granted to

his majefty towards defraying the extracrdinary

expences of his majefry's land forces, and other

fervices incurred, between the thirty firil day of

January, one thoufand feven hundred and feventy-

nine, and the firit day of February, one thoufand

fevcn hundred and eighty, and not provided for by

parliament — — — 113,558 7 4
6. That a fum, not exceeding ten thoufand

pounds, out of the favings (occafioned by death

and promotions) of the half pay of reduced officers

of the army, from the twenty- fifth day of June, one

thoufand feven hundred and fixty-feven, to the

twenty-fourth day of December, one thoufand fe-

•ven hundred and feventy-nine, be applied towards

making good the fupply granted to his mr.jeliy to-

wards defraying the extraordinary expences of his

majefty's land forces, and other fervices incurred

between the thirty-firil day of January, one thou-

fand feven hundred and feventy-nine, and the firll

day of February, one thoufand fevcn hundred and

ciohty, and not provided for by parliament — 10,00c o o
~, That a fum, not exceeding forty-eight thou-

fand three hundred pounds, being the am.ount of ths

fums ordered to be referved in the hands of the

Faymafter-general of his majeily's forces, out of

the monies voted for the fubhlience of an augmenta-

tion to fundry regiments of foot in the year one

thoufand feven hundred and feventy-nine, purfuant

to his majeily's warrant of the twentieth of April,

one thoufand feven hundred and eighty, authorizing

fuch deduiTiions, be applied "towards making good

the fupply granted to his nipjerty towards defraying

the extraordiUdxy expences of his niajeily/s land

force?-
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forces, and other fervices incurred between the

thirty- firit day of January, one thouiand (even hun-

dred and feventy-nine, and the iirll day of Fe-

bruary, one thoufand fcven hundred and eighty,

and not provided for by parliament — — 48,300 o O
8. TIla^, towards raifing the fupply granted to

his majeity, there be applied the fum of ten thou-

fand five hundred and fix pounds, five fhillings,

and two-pence farthing, remaining in the receipt of

tlie Exchequer of the fum granted out of the fup-

plies for the year one thouiand feven hundred and ^

fiity, towards making good the deficiency of the

grants for the year one thoufand feven hundred

ao'i forty-nine, being part of the fom provided for

paving the arrears of the marine regiments that were

difbanded in the year one thoufand feven hundred

and forty eight —r — — 10,506 5 2|

g. That, towards raifmg the fupply granted to

his majciiy, there be applied the fum of five thou-

fand pounds remaining in the receipt of the exche-

quer, which, by an aft of the fifth year of the reign

of his prefent m£Jefty, was granted for building a

jj^zaiet —

-

— — SjCco o o
10. That fuch of the monies as fliall he paid into

the receipt of the Exchequer after the fifth day of

April, one thoufand feven hundred and eigvhty, and
on or before the fifth day of April, one thoufand

feven hundred and eighty-one, of the produce of

the u^tico f.hargcd by two aCis oiade in the fifth and
fourteenth yeatj of his prefcnt majefly's reign upon
the importation and exportation of Gum Senega
and Gum Ar;ibic, be applied towards making good
^he fupply granted to his majeily

Total of ways and means — — 2i,3!ji3,249 11 8J

l^xcefs of ways and means — — iS^.tcz 18 iif

Note, v^ <i;o.v cf credit of one million ii-.t? aifo granted
this Ji£icit, and is c/^arged on t'j£ ne\t aids.

The additional public dcHt funded and provided
for this year, amounts to twelve millions j the in-
tercft of which, at i^ per cent, per ann. is — 480,000 o o
The annuity for eighty vear?, of li. 16?. 3 J.

per cci.t. per ann. — — — z\S,\:^o o o

In all per ann. — — — 696. icc o o
H i . .

Tiiu
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This fum (by adb pafied in purfuance of different

refolutions) is propofed to be railed in the following

manner

:

Additional duty on malt of 6 d. per bufliel — 310^000 o o
Ditto, on low wines of I d. per gallon — — 20,617 o o
Do. on fpirits of 3 d. per Ditto — — 34>557 o o
Do. on brandy of I s. per Do. — — 35,310 o o
Do. on rum of I s. per Do. — — 70>958 o o
Do. on foreign wines of 4I. per ton on Poitu-

gal wines, and of 8 1. per ton on French wines — 72,000 o o
A duty on coals exported of 4s. per Newcafile

chaldron — — — •— 12,899 o o
Additional duty of 5 1. per cent, on the above

duties — — — — 46,193 o o
Additional duty of I s, 10 d. per bufhel on fait — 69,000 o o
Do. on advertifements of 6d. each — 9,000 o o
A (lamp duty en the receipt for any legacy, or

for any fnare of a perfonal eftate divided under the

ftatute of diftributions, or the cuftom of any pro-

vince or place of 2 s. 6 d. if the value (hall not ex-

ceed zol. and of 5 s. if above 20 1. and not
amounting to 100 1. and of 20s. if lool. or up-
wards —*. 12,000 o o
On dealers in coffee, tea, and chocolate^ for a

licence 5 s. annually — — — 9,000 o o

In all — — 7°5»534 o o

Excefs of taxes —

.

— — 5, 3 84 00

STATE
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STATE PAPERS.

His Majejly''s moji gracious Speech to

both Houjes of Parliament. 1 hurf-

day the z^th of November , 1 779.

My Lords and Gentlemen,

I
MEET you in parliament

at a time when we are called

upon by every principle of duty,

and every confideracion of intere'l^,

to exerc our united efforts in the

fupport and defence of our coun-

try, attacked by an unjuft and
unprovoked war, and contending

with one of the moll dangerous

confederacies that ever was form-

ed againlt the crown and people of

Great Britain.

The defigns and attempts of

our enemies to invade this king-

dom, have, by the blefling of

Providence, been hitherto fruf-

trated and difappointed. They
Hill menace us with great arma-
ments and preparations ; but we
are, I trull, on our part, well

prepared to meet every attack and
repel every infult. I know the

character of my brave people : the

menaces of their enemies, and the

approach of danger, have no other
effeft on their minds, but to ani-

mate their courage, and to call

forth that national fpirit, which
has fo often checked, and defeat-

ed, the projects of ambition and
injuftice, and enabled Uic Britifh

Vol. XXIII.

fleets and armies to proteft their

own country, to vindicate their

own rights, and at the fame time
to uphold, and preferve, the liber-

ties of Europe, from the reliefs

and encroaching power of the

Houfe of Bourbon.
In the midft of mv care and

folicitude for the fafery and wel-
fare of this country, I have not
been inattentive to the flate of my
loyal and faithful kingdom of Ire-

land. I have, in confequence of
your addrefles, prefented to me ia

the laft feflion, ordered fuch pa-

pers to be colle£led and laid before

you, as may alliit your delibera-

tions, on this important bufinefs ;

and I recommend it to you to con-

lider what further benefits and ad-

vantages may be extended to that

kingdom, by fuch regulations, and
fuch methods, as may, molt ef-

fedually, promote the common
itrength, wealth, and interells of
all mydominions.

Gentlemen of the Houfe of

Commons,
The proper efllmates fhall, in

due time, be laid before you. I

fee, with extreme concern, that

the nece/Tary eftablilhments of my
naval and military forces, and the

various fervices and operations of

the enfuing year, mull inevitably

be attended with great and heavy

[^j expcnccs

.
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ex'pences ; but I rely on your wif-

dom and public fpirit for fuch

fupplies, as the circumftances and
exigencies of our affairs ihall be

found to require,

My Lords and Gentlemen,
I have great fatisfadion in re-

r>e\ving the alTurances of my en-

tire approbation of the good con-

duft and difcipUrie of the militia,

and cf their ileady perfeverance in

their duty; and I return my cor-

dial thanks to all ranks of my
loyal fubjcfts who have flood

forth in this arduous conjuncture,

and by their zeal, their influence,

and their perfonal fervice, have

given confidence as well as ftrength

to the national defence. Trulling

in the Divine Providence, and in

the juftice of my caufe, I am firm-

ly refolved to profecute the war
with vigour, and to make every

exertion in order to compel our

enemies to liften to equitable

terms of peace and accommoda-
tion.

'I'he humble Addrcfs of the Lords Spi-

ritu d and temporal, in Parlia-

Tiient ajfembled.

Mofl Gracious Sovereign,

WE, your MajeRy's moft du-
tiful and loyal fubjectf^, the

Lords Spiritual and Temporal, in

parliament affembled, beg leave to

return your majefty our humble
thanks for your moft gracious

fpeech from the throne.

The juft fenfe we have cf the

bleflings under your majefly's go-

vernment, and the indignation we
feel at the unprovoked and un-

warrantable aggrefiion of our ene-

mies, who feek to deprive us of

thofe bleflings, and threaten your

inajefty's kingdoms with invafion.

will continue to animate our refo-

luticns, and redouble our efforts

in the national defence. We
trult, that thofe efforts, feconded

by the zeal of a faithful and loyal

people, will, under the Providence
of God, be fully futticient to re-

pel every attack, to fruflrate the

hopes, ?nd defeat the defigns, of
any confederacy that may be form-
ed againft your majel!y's crown
and dominions.

In fuch acrifis, the approach of
danger can ferve only to call forth

that national fpirit, which always
rifes with the cccafion that de-
mands if, but never difplayed it-

felfin a more important conjunc-
ture, though it has fo often pro-

tefted the liberties of thefe king-
doms, and of Europe in general,

and has enabled the Britifh fleets

and ^armies to vv'jthftand, and de-

feat, the defigns of that rettlefs and
afpiring ambition, which has fo

frequently diflurbed the peace and
invaded the rights of mankind.
We are deeply fenfihle of your

majefly's paternal goodnefs, which
does not confine itt'elf to one part

of your dominions, but is anxicus

for the profperity of the whole,
and, in the midfc of your care and
folicitude for the fafety and wel-
fare of this country, has led your
attenri';n to the ftate of your loyal

and faithful kingdom of Ireland.

Guided by the fame fentiments

which prompted the humble ad-
drefs we prefeated to your majefly
the laft fcfiion, we will continue
our attention to thofe important
objefts your majefly's wifdom re-

commends, and after deliberately

weighing the whole, will confider,

what further benefits may be ex-
tended to that kingdom, by fuch

regulations, and fuch methods, as

» may
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may moft efiedually promote the

common ftrength, wealth, and in-

terefts of all your majefty's domi-

nions.

Your majefty's approbation of

the good conduiH; and difcipline of

the militia, and of their Heady

perfeverance in their duty, and

the f.uisfailion your majefly ex-

preffes in the conduft of your

loyal fubjefls of all ranks, who
have flood forth in this arduous

conjuncture, muft redouble that

zeal, extend that influence, and

increafe thofe perfon-.l exprdons,

which have given confidence as

well asftrength to the national de-

fence.

We fee, with great fatisfaftion,

that your majefty, trailing in the

Divine Providence, and in the juf-

tice of your cauf-, is firmly re-

folved to profecute the war with

vigour, and to make every exer-

tion, in order to compel our ene-

mies to liften to equitable terms of

peace and accommodation. Such
fpirited and vigorous meafures

muft be conducive to fo defirable

an end ; and we humbly beg leave

to affure your majefty, that they

will meet with our moll hearty

concurrence and firmell fupport.

His Majcjly^s moji gracious Anf'wcr.

My Lords,

I THANK you for this dutiful

and loyal addrefs. The fpirit

and reiolution \vith which you
Hand forth in the national defence,

aud the fupport you promife to the

vigorous meafures 1 am deter-

mined to purfue, mull tend to

rellore, upon fair and equitable

terms, that general tranquilitv,

which I have ever endeavoured to

maintain ; and your attention to

thofe important objeds I have re-

commended to you, will, I doubt
not, increafe the general profpe-

rity of all my fubjefts, which is

myconllant and invariable aim.

The humble Addrefs of the Houfe cf

Commons to t^e King

.

Mofl gracious Sovereign,

WE your maj'-fty's mofl du-

tiful and loyal fubjeds,

the Commons f f Geat Britain in

parliament aflembled, beg leave

to return your majeily the thank*

of this Houfe, for your mofl gra-

cious fpeech from the throne.

We are truly fenfible that, in

the prefent arduous fituation of

affairs, we are called upon by
every principle and every fenti-

ment of duty to your majefty, and
to thofe we reprefent, to exert and
to unite our utmoft efforts in the

fupport and defence of cur coun-

try iigainft a moft unjufl war, and
one of the moft dangerous confe-

deracies that was ever formed

againft the crown and people of
Great Britain.

We fee and revere the goodnefs

of Divine Providence, in fruftrat-

ing and difappointing the defigns

cf our enemies to invade this king-

dom : and whenever they attempt

to carry their menaces into exe-

cution, we truft that their attack*

will be repelled, and their enter-

prize defeated, by the blefllng of

the fame ProviJence on the valour

and intrepidity of your majefty's

fleets and armies ; and that your

majefty's gracious and endearing

declaration of your confidence ia

the character and courage of your

people will be juftitied, by the

molt convincing pfofs, that they

are ftill aninaated by the fame ar-

[X] 2 dourJ
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dour, and the fame ipirif, that

have in former times carried this

nation tlirough fo many difficul-

ties and danger^, and have lo of-

ten enabled their anccRors to pro-

teft their couniry and all its do-

minions, and to fave not only

their own rights, but the liberties

of other free Hates, from the reft-

lefs ambition and encroaching

power of the Houfe of Bourbon.

We acknowledge, with thank-

fulnefs, your majefly's goodnefs

and attention to the adclrefs of this

Houfe, refpefting ycur loyal and

faithful kingdom of Ireland, in

being pieafed to order fuch papers

to be communicated to this Houfe,

as may afGft our deliberations on

this important bufincfs : and we
beg leave to sfiure your majelly,

that we will not fail to take into

our confideration what further be-

nefits and advantages may be ex-

tended to that kingdom by fuch

regulations, and fuch methods, as

may moll effeftually promote the

common Ilrength, v/ealth, and in-

terefts of all your dominions.

Permit us. Sir, to return our

humble thanks to your majefty, for

the gracious manner in which

your majefty renews and confirms

vour entire approbation of the

good condudl and Iteady difcipline

of the national militia ; and to

allure your majefty that we con-

cur moft fincerely with your ma-
jefty, in acknowledging and ap-

plauding the meritorious zeal and
iervices of thofe loyal fubjeds who
Itood forth in the hour of danger,

and who have added confidence,

as well as ftrength, to the national

defence.

Your majefcy's faithful commons
receive with gratitut'e, and take a

iincere part in, your inajefty's pa-

ternal cxpreflinns of concern, lh.it

the various and extenfive fervices

and operations of the euTuing year

muft unavoidably be attended with,

great and heavy expences : yet,

when it is confiJered how much,

the commerce, the profperity, and
the fafety, of Great Britain de-

pend on the ifTue of this ccnteft,

we doubt not that fuch powerful

confideraticns and motives will in-

duce all your m.ijefty's fubjefts to

fuftain, with chearfulnefs and mag-
nanimity, whatever burthens fliall

be found neceftary, for raifing fuch

fupplies as may en;ib!e your ma-
jefty to profecute the war with vi-

gour and effeft, and to make every

exertion, in order to compel your

enemies to liften to equitable

terms of peace and accommoda-
tion.

Addrefs of the Archhijhop, Bifiops,

and Clergy of the Province of

Canterbury, in Convocation, af-

Jembled, prefented to his Majefty

on the Ijth of lSo-'ue7tiber, 1780,

Moft gracious Sovereign,

^XT" K your majefty's moft duti-

* * ful and loyal fubjefts, the

archbifliop, biihops, and clergy of

the province, of Canterbury, ia

convocation aft'cnibled, humbly beg

leave to approach your throne, and
with the deepeft fenfe of gratitude

for the proteftion we continue to

enjoy under your m.ajcfty's reign,

to offer our unfeigned congratula-

tions on the further fecurity of

your majefty's illuftrious Houfe, by
the birth of another prince, and on
the happy recovery of our gracious

queen, the patronefs of religion

and virtue.

V/e are, on this occafion, parti-

cularly
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cularly obliged to acknowledge

and admire a late iiiftance of your

majeliy's attention to the intcrelh

of Chriiiianity, in your royal mu-
nificence to the pious de/igns of

the fociety for the propagation of

the gofpel in foreign parts, eredted

by a charter from your glorious

predeceflbr. King William, and

now reftored to its former activity,

by the liberal contributions of

your fubjefts, encouraged by your

majefty's example.

Amidft all the protection and
favour we derive from the good-
nefs of your majefty's henrt, we
lament the neceflity of confclling,

that the licentioufnefs of the times

continues to counteraft your pa-

ternal care for the ftute of national

religion. Bad men and bad books
are the produce of all times ; but
we obferve with particular regret,

that the wickeJnefs of the age
hath of late been dircftly pointed

at the fences of piety and virtue,

eftablifhed by God himfelf, and
apparently fecured by law;

The open violation of the Lord's
day, and the invitations of men to

defert the religious duties of that

day for amufements, frivolous at

beft, appears to call for the aid of
the civil magiftrate, to check the

progrefs of an evil (o dangerous
both to church and ftatc, by fup-

preffing on the Lord's day, places

of refort for plcafurc, where the

interpofition of the minifters of
religion is impraflicable. We hum-
bly affure your majelly, that fo far

as any exertion of our'.s can reach,

we (liall not fail to admonilh and
rebuke, both- by word and exam-
pie,

V/e have the comfortable hope.
Sir, that it will appear to your
Biajefty, that Popery is Icfs prcva*

lent than it has been in thib pirc

of your dominiohj. We are 100

zealoufly attached to Proteflantjfni

not 10 oppdfe the errors of the

Church of Rome, as well in con-
trovcrfial attacks, as in the more
fuccefsful vvay of teaciring the doc-
trines of our Apoftolical Church ;

adhering, at the fame time, inva-

riably to the principles of the re-

formation, which direfl us to op-
pofe error of every kind, by argu-

ment and perfuafion, and to dif-

avow all violence iu the caufe of
religion.

May Almighty God, who, for

our fins, hath permitted your ma-
jefty to be involved in a war, juft,

indeed, and neceiTary, bu. in its

own nature productive of much ca-

lamity, blefs your majelly's efforts

with decifive fuccefs !

It becomes us, as mini/lers of
the gofpel, to praife God for every

vidtory which has a tendency to

the blellings of peace ; and when-
ever it fiiall pleafe his infinite

wifJcm to reitorc them to this na-

tion, we fhail further befeech him
to grant to your majcHy the full

enjoyment of thofe bleffings for

many years, in the prolperity and
unanimous loyalty of your fub-

jeds.

To which Addrefs his Majpfty was
pleafed to return the toUowing
moll gracious Anfwer:

I THANK you for your con-

gratulations on the increafe of my
family, and the happy recovery of

the queen.

I hear with pleafure the zeal

you exprefs for the interelts of our

holy religion ; and I Ihall conti-

nue to make it my conllant en-

deavour to fupporl ihcin upon the

[A'] 3 principles
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principles of the reformation,

againll the encroachments of licen-

tToufnei's or fuperftition.

Trufting to the jullice of my
caufe, I rely on the continuance

of thr blelTiRgs of Providence on

my endeavours to reflore to my
people a fafe" and honourable

peace.

PROTEST OF THE LORDS.

Die Martisf Feb. 8x/«j.

Moved,

THAT a committee be ap-

pointed, confifting of mem-
bers of both Hoiifes, pofleffing nei-

ther employment nor p.nfion, to

examine without delay into the

public expenditure, and the mode
of accounting for the fame; more
particularly into the manner of

making all contracts, and at the

fame time to take into confidera-

tion what favings can be made con-

fiftent with public dignity, juftice,

and gratitude, by an abolition of

old or new created offices, the du-

ties of which have either ceafed,

or (hall on enquiry prove inade-

quate to the fees or other emolu-

ments ariiing therefrom, or by the

reduftion of fuchfalariesorother al-

lowances and profits as may appear

to be unreafonable ; that the fame

may be applied to lefi'en the pre-

lent ruinous expenditure, and to

enable us to carry on the prefent

war againfl; the Houfe of Eourbon,

with that decifion and vigour

which can alone refult from na-

tional zeal, confidence, and una-

nimity.

After a long debate; the Houfe

divided at half paft one, when
there appeared

For the motion 55. Againfl

it loi, including proxies.

Majority againft the motion 46.

Dissentient,
ift Becaufc, however the wafte

of public money, and the profu-

fjon of ufelefs falaiies, may have
been heretofore ovcrlo.kcd in the

days of wealth and profperity, the

necelTities of the prefent time can
no longer endure the fame fyflem

of corruption and prodigality.

The fcarcity of money, the dir

miniihed value of land, the finking

of rents, with the decline of trade,

are melancholy proofs that we are

almofl arrived at the end of taxa-

tion, and yet the demands are an-

nually increafed, while the hopeg

of peace are every year put to a
greater dillance.

For let any roan confiJer the

immenfe debt increafing beyond
the poflibility of payment, with

the prefent accumulation of taxes

upon every article, not only of

luxury, but of convenience and
even of neceffary ufe ; and let him
carry his thoughts iorward to thofe

additional duties which muft im-
mediately be impofed to make good
the intereft of the approaching
loan, and of that debt which will

remain unfunded, he will find

that at leafl one million and a

half of intereft m.uft be provided

for, befides what may be further

neceflary to make good the defi-

ciences 0? the late taxes.

Under thefe circumrtances, the

favings of a Itrift and vigilant ceco-

nomy in every branch, and the ap-

plication of overgrown falaries,

unmerited penfions, and ufelefs

places^
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almolt the only refource left in the

exhaufted (late of our finances. But
befides this ftron:>; argument of ne-

celFity that preffes upon the prefent

moment, fuch and fo great are

the abufes in the management and

expenditure of the public money
as would call for the Ilrideft en-

quiry and animadverfion even in

the beft of times. The pra'^ice of

expending immenfe fums without

confent of parliament, under the

fallacious head of contingencies

and extraordinaric, tiie greater

pare of which might eafily be com-
prifed in an eRimate ; but becaufe

fome unforefeen articles are not

capable of fuch precifion, the mi-

niiler has, under that colour, found

out a method of expending the

public money firft ad libitum, and
when It has been fo expended, has

found means to induce parliament

to think itfelf bound in honour to

ratify and make it good, deferves

the higheft cenfure; and no mi-
ni fter who fhall dare to Itake the

public credit, for money that has

not been voted, ouglit to be jufti-

^ed by a Icfs authority than an Aft
of Indemnity. The millions which
remain in confcquence unexplain-

ed and unaccounted for ; the

fliameful facility of admitting al-

moll every claim ; the improvident
bargains made for the public fer-

vice ; thecriminal negleft and even
contempt of the few checks elta-

blifhed in the Board of Treafury,
befides great part of the money
being fhared in its paflage among
a tribe of coUcftors, clerks, agents,
(obbers or contraftors, or paid
away by official extortion, or Itop-

pcd in its courfe to breed intereft

tor fome ingroiiing individuals, are

[327

grievances which the prefent mo-
tion has in view to rtjmfdy.

adly. B<lt great and important
as the motion is in this view of it,

it is ftill more important in ano-
ther, as it tends to narrow the wide
fprcading influence of the crown,
that has found its va^^into every
corner of the kingdom.

It is fufficient to allude to this

grievance, without any farther en-
largement ; but this argument,
though perhaps the ftrongsii in fa-

vour of the motion, has been
turned into an objection to it, as

if it meant to abridge the rights

of monarchy, and make the crowa
dependent on the parliament.

If the objection means to inli-

nuatc that'corruption is nece/lary to

government, we fliiU leave that

principle to confute itfelf by its

ov. n apparent iniquity.

That this motion is intended to

diminifii the conftitutional power of
the crown, we deny. The confti-

tutional power of the crown we
are no lefs folicitous to preferve,

than we are to annihilate its un-
conlHtutional influence. The pre-

rogative rightly undcrfrood, not
touched or intended to be touched
by this motion, will fupport the
crown in all the fplendour which
the king's perfonal dignity requires,

and with all the authority and vi-

gour nece/Tary to give due effeft to

tiie executive powers of govern-
ment.

It has been argued, that this is

not a proper time tor reformation,
when all the attention of the king-
dom ihould be employed upon the
war, as the great and only obj^il

in the prefent time of dillrcfs : to

which we beg leave to infiit that

the prefent is, for that very rca-

[X] ^ fon.
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fon, the properefl: time, becaufe that .'uch a claim would \,e well

nothing is fo efTential to the con- founded. In truth, the objection,

du6l and profecution of the war as fuppcfes it to be ill founded, and
the frugal management cf that that therefore the Houfe will re-

fupply by which only it can be fill it ; and yet it afiumes that the

carried on with any profpcft of Houfe of Commons will advance
fuccefs. Nor ought the plan of and perfjll: in this ill-founded
ceconomy to be any longer delayed claim. We cannot difcover any
at the rifque of a general bank- colour for fuch a fuppofirion, un-
ruptcy ; and from the hiftory of lefs we were to adopt the infinu-

this, as well as other countries, ations of thofe who repreient the

times of neceiTity have been always corrupt influence (which it is our
times of reform. vviih to fuppreis) as already per-

3dly, Becaufe we conceive that vading that Houfe. Thofe who
the mode of a committee, which entertain that opinion of one
might aft with a committee of Houfe of parliament, will hardly

the ether Houfe, and might, if think lefs difre!per7tful!y of the

necefiary, be rendered durable, other. To them it wjII feem a

and vefted with due powers by an matter of indifference, whether
aft of the whole legiflature, might the motion is defeated by the ex-

bring back the public expenditure ertion of that influence, to excite

toitsconilitutional principle, might a groundkfs claim in the one
devife proper regulations for open- Houfe, or by a groundlefs appre-

ing contrafts to the propcfals of henfion of fuch a claim in the

every fair bidder for reforming other. But we, who would be
the abufes of office, and the enor- underffood to think with more re-

mity of fees, with a variety of fpeft cf both, cannot entertain an
other abufes, particularly that of appreheniion fo injurious to the

large fums of money lying in the Houfe of Commons, as that they

hands of individuals, to the lofs of would at this time efpecially, and
the flate. on this occaiion, have advanced

An objeftion has been ftrongly fuch a claim,

urged on the ground of an appre- The motion has llkewife been

benficn exprcffed by feme lords, objcfted to onaccountof its difqua-

as if they ferioufly entertained it, llfying perfons puircfTing employ-

of its producing a quarrel between ments or penfions, to be of the

the two Houfes cf parliament; in propofed Committee. We are far

confequence of which, the public from fuppofing that the pofTefTion

bufinefs might be obllrufted, by a cf place or pcnfion necelTarily cor-

claim on the part of the Houfe of rupts the integrity of the pofTelTor.

Commons to an exclufive right of We have feen, and the public

confjdering and providing for the have feen, many illurtrious in-

fubjecls of this motion. fiances of the contrary ; yet we
Such a claim certainly cannot cannot but fuppofe that the public

be fupponed, as a confequence of expectation of advantage from this

the claim of that Houfe to origi- meafure would have been lefs fan-

nate money bills. N' t a fingle guine, if they had feen perfons

Lord appeared to entertain an idea poUeffing ofHces felefted to diftin-

guifh
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5;ni{h how far their offices were ufe-

ful or their falaries adequate; they

perhaps would not think the pof-

icdlir of a penfion or office the fit-

tc It judge how far that penfion or

oHice had been merited or was ne-

c^iiViry. We cannot therefore

think the motion juftly exception-

able on this ground ; it rather ap-

pears to us to have been drawn
with a proper attention to noble

lords in thar predicament, exempt-
ing ihetn from a fituation which
they mull necefibrily wifli to de-

cline.

\7c conceive ourfelves war-
ranted in the mode propofed, by
precedent as well as reafon, and
it was lla^ed to the Houfe to have
been reconimeiided by the molt ap-
proved conilitutional authors who
have written fince the revolution;

but having cfFered to meet any
other propoficion which might
carry with it fubftantial remedy,
and no fuch being offered, not-

wiehrtanding tlie time this propo-
fition has lain before the Houfe,
we cannot help confidering the

prefenc negative as going to the

fubilaniidl as well as formal part

of the motion, and hold ourfelves

obliged to avail ourfelves of our
right of entering our protellagainft

the rejedion of the above propo-
fition.

4thly. We are farther impelled
to prefs this motion, bec.;ul'c the
objcd of it has been feconded and
called fof by a confiderable ma-
jority of ihe people, who are aflb-

ciating for this purpofe, and feem
-determined to purfue it, by every
legal and conltitutional method
that cjn be devifed for its fuccefs;

and however fome may aftedl to be
alarmed, as if fuch aflbciations

tended to didurb the peace, or en-
croach upon the delegated power

of the other Houfe, we are per-

fuaded they have no other view
but to collccl the fenfs of the peo-

ple, and to inform the whole body
of the reprefentatives, what are

the fentiments of the whole body
of their conllituents, in^ which
refpeft their proceedings have
been orderly, peaceable, and con-

ilitutional. And if it be afked,

what farther is to be done if thefe

petitions are rejected? The beli

an Aver i?, that the cafe cannot be

fuppofed ; for although upon a few

feparcite petitions it may be fairly

faid that the other Houfe ought
not to be decided by a part only

of their conllituents, yet it cannot

(beprefumed thev will act in de-

fiance of the united opinion of

the v/hole people, or indeed of

any great and notorious majority.

It is admitted they have a power
to vote as they think fit; but it

is not pofTible to conceive that fo

wife an.affembly will ever be rafli

enough to rejedl fuch petitions,

and by that means caufe this dan-
gerous queftion to be broached

and agitated. Whether they ha-ue

}!0t brcke their triiji ? The voice of

the people will certainly be com-
plied with.

Minifters may, as they have done
in recent inftances, deprive any
man of what he holds at their plea-

fure, for prefuming to exercife his

undoubted right of thinking for

himfelf on thefe or other public

fubjedts : but it will not be wife,

in ^them to treat thefe affociations

with contempt, or call them by
the invidious name of Fadlion, a

name by which the minority in

both Houfes of parliament have

been fo frequently and fo fallely

calumniated, becaufe the name fo

applied, will recoil back upon
ihemfelves, when ading againll

the
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the general fenfe of the nation ;

nor will they be able to reprefent

thele numbers, fo refpe6table in

rank and property (as they did

but too luccefsfully the difcon-

tented Americans), as a mob of

indigent and fcditiousincendiarie?,

becaiifc the people to whom this is

addrefied, arc the very people that

are abufed, and every man bears

within himfelf the tellimony of its

falfehood.

The niinifters, on tliis particular

occafion,cannotdeceive the people.

Fortefcue,

Harcourt,

De Ferrars

Beauiieu,

Camden,
Coventry,
Richmond,
Manchefter,

Derby,
Effingham,

Grafton

,

Portland,

Ferrers,

Cholmondeley,
King,
Abergavenny,

Abingdon,
Pembroke and
Montgomery,

Fltzwilliam,

Rutland,

Nugent Temple,
Bolton,

Courtenay,
Stamford,

Tankerville,

J, S. Afaph,
Wycombe,
Craven,
Rockingham,
Scarborough,

Jerfey,

J.
Peterborough, Devonfhir^,

DiJJentiente, without reafons,

Radnor.
For all the above r'-afons, ex-

cept the fourth, Ofborne.

Die Luna, Mart. 6io.

ing of that dny ; and whereas the

Right Hon. the Earl of P-^mbroke
was likewife difmifled from the

office of Lord Lieutenant of Wilt-

fhire, a few days after he had
given his vote upon the fame
quellion ; therefore this houfe have
reafon to fufpp«l:t that they were
difniiiled in confecjuence of the

faid votes ; it is refolved therefore

that an humble addrefs be pre-

fented to his Majelty, bpTeeching

him to be gracioufly pleafed to

inform the houfe, whether he was
advifed, and by whom, to dilmifs

the faid two noble lords for their

conduft in parliament.

Alter a long debate, the queftion

being put,

Con'ents 31 Proxies 8-39
Not-contents 56 Proxies 36 - 92

Dissentient,
1. Becaufe we cannot entertain

a doubt, but that the two noble
lords, whofe removals from their

lieutenancies have given rife to

this motion, fujfered this mark of
his Majefly's difpleafure for their

condudl in parliament.

The fads exprefled of the mo-
tion were ''ufiicient in themfelves

to fatisfy ^ny reafonabie perfon,

that this 'V;'s the fole caufe of their

difrniffion, and might well have
juftified an immediate cenfure on
theadvifers of that unconltltutional

meafure. But the motion, at the

fame time that it was calculated to

point the cenfure at thcfe advifers

by name, if it fhould have beenMoved,

THAT whereas the Right merited, gave them an opportunity

Hon. the Marquis of Car- of being exculpated if guiltlefs, by

marthen was difmiffed from his the folemn :eiHmony which his

office of Lord Lieutenant of the Majelly >. juld, in fuch cafe, have

Eaft-Riding of Ycrkfliire, on the given of their innocence,

morning of the 8th of February, .. A. Becaufe the offer made by

when his opinion was known con- the noble lord who propofed this

cerning a queftion that was to be addrefs that it iliould be with-

agitated in this houfe on the even- drawn^ if any one of his Majefly's

mini Iters
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minifters would declare upon his

honour, that thefe removals were

for any other caufe than * that

'

which has been alledged, and the

filencevvith which roiniHers thought

fit to receive thispropolal, although

c.illed upon by almoft every lord

ulio fpoke for the motion, is an

additional reafon for conhrming
us in our belief, thai his Majefly

has been advifcd to remove the

two noble lords from their lieu-

tenancies for their conduiil in par-

liament.

Iir. Becaufe we confider this

difmiflion of lords from high and
honourable offices, on account of

their proceedings in parliament,

to be a violation of the Biil of

Rights, which declares, *' That
proceedings in parliament ought

not to be impeached o:- queitioned

(much lefs punifhed) in any court

or place out of parliament." And
we are greatly iipprehenfive of the

confequences, if this daring at-

tempt to fubvert one of the mod:

facred principles of our conlli-

tution, fljould pafs with impunity
2nd grow into precedent.

IV. Becaufe the mifchievous

tendency of fuch influence is

greatly augmented by the con-

nexion which the offices in quef-

tion (lieutenancies of councies)

have with the proper conftitution

of the militia. That important
branch of the national defence has

been fo altered as to hr.ve almoft

loil fight of the original principles

of an Englilh miliiia. The noto-

rious abufcs introduced into ir,

and the difregard p-iid to the f.-w

wholefome regulations remaining
in it, would foon make the miliiia

a dangerous inllrument in the

hands of the xninillcr, were it noc

for the exemplary zeal of thofe
gentlemen, who, facrificing every
degree of doracftic comfort, and
fubinitting to unnecefl'ary and
diRant removals from their coun-
ties, Itill endeavour to maintaia
its purity in the character of its

officers ; and we confider thefe
alterations and abufes as giving
the more juft grounds of appre-
henficn and jealoufy, as they tend
to affimilate the militia in prin-

ciple and in habits to the Handing
army, in which alfo dangerous
innovations appear daily taking
place; innovations, which though
charged in the debnte, were neither
denied nor defended.

Lafily, becaufe when minifters,

in the fame moment that they are
exerting the influence of the crowa
in a mofl: corrupt and unconfti-
tutional manner, think fit to af-

ferr, in contradiftion to the evi-
dence of all our fenfes, that it is

not increafed, and is not formi-
dable, we can have little hope
that fuch minifters will ever fufier

that influence to be dimini/hed,
although its diminution is one of
the principal objects of the prayer
and petition of the people, founded
on a feeling fenfe of the increafed,
increafing, and formidable extent
of it.

H.ircourt,

VVycomb,
Ciaven,

Camden,
De Ferrars,

Ponfonby,
King,
Derby,
Beaulieu,

De^onfhire,

Manchefter,

Rockingham,
Rutland,
Abingdon,
Abergavenny,
Fitzwilliam,

Richmond,
Effingham,

Radnor.

Z>/>
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Die Veneris, AprHis i/\.mo.

Moved,

TH A T the bill, intitled a bill

for tiie exclufion of con-

tradors from the lower houfe of

parliament, be read a fccond time

and committed.

After feme debate, the quellion

being put, there appeared

For the commitment - 41

Againit it - - 60

Majority - 19

It was then moved to rejedl the

bill.

The queflion was put there-

upon, and refolved in the affirm-

ative.

Dissentient,
I. Becauie the commons de-

firous of re-eftabli(hing the repu-

tation and authority of parliament,

and of giving fatisfaftion to the

people, at a time when the moll

cordial and unfufpicious confidence

between the reprefentative and

conftituent bodies is eflentially ne-

ce/Tary, have come to a refolution,

• That it is neceffary to declare,

that the influence of the crown has

increafed, is increafing, and ought

to be diminifhed.'

This' refolution we conceive to

be undeniably true, and highly

feafonable. Their commencement
of the diminution (which they

have folemnly engaged to make)
by the bill here rejeded, is no lefs

judicious. In the midll of a war,

in which nothing (among all its

unhappy circumltances) is more
remarkable than the prodigality

with which it is carried on, it

appears peculiarly necefiary to re-

move from parliament the fufpicion

that the ralh adoption, the obfti-

nate continuance, and the corrupt

fiipply of military arrangements,

are connected with the fupport of

a court majority in parliament.

II. Becaufe the people, op-
prefled with actual impofitions,

and terrified with the certain

profped of farther and heavier

burthens, have a right to be af-

fured, that none (hould have a
povv-er of laying thofe burthens,

who have an inrereft in increafing

them. Neither is it fit that they

who are the principal fubjedis of
complaint, fhould lit as the con-

trollers of their own conducl.

Contrails can never be fairly made,
when the parliamentary fervice of

the con trader is a necelTary, un-
derftood part of the agreement,

and muil be reckoned into the

price. But the moll unexcep-

tionable contrad being a matter of
gre.it advantage to the contrador,

it becomes a means of influence

even when it is not a principle of

abufe. It is the greateil of all

the bribes a minifter has to bellow ;

and one day's jobb m.ay be worth

the purchafe of the fee of moll of

the places and penfions that are

held in that houfe.

III. Becaufe no reafons have

been afiigned for the rejedion of
this bill, but fuch as appear to us

frivolous or dangerous. Jt was

argued as necelTary to abate the

phrenzy of virtue, which b-'gan to

Ihew itfelf in the Houfe of Com-
mons. This n,ew fpecies of phrenzy
we look upon to be rather a cha-

rader of foundnefs, than a fymp-
tom of infanity; and we fairly

declare, that, as we frequently

come into contad with the other

Houfe, we heartily wifli that that

diftemper may become contagious.

Another reafon afiigned againft

this bill, that it is not poffible for

vail
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vaft pecuniary emoluments to have

any influence on members of par-

liament, appears to originate from

fo pcrfeifl a puerility of under-

ftanding, or fuch a contempt of

that of the houfe and the nu.tion,

that it is mentioned as a matter to

be animadverted upon, not an-

fwercd. Of the fame nature is

the argument drawn from the fup-

pofed improbability of abufes in

con crafts, becaufe the law has left

in the hands of minifiers the

means of profecuting at law the

fupporters of their power, and the

accomplices of their own fraud and
malverfation. Thefe arguments
will give little facisfadlion to thofe

who look at the Houfe of Lords as

a barrier againft feme poffibly fud-

den and miftaken warmth of the

Houfe of Commons, that might
be injurious to the juft preroga-

tives of the crown, or the rights of
the people ; but we will not bear
tlie grofs abufe of this conflitu-

tional power; or that this Houfe
Ihould fet itielf as an obitruftion

to the moll honourable, manly,
and virtuous'refolution ever come
to by an Houfe of Commons ; a

refolution made in diiecl con-
formity to the petitions cf their

ccnllituents. We proteft, there-

fore, againft our Handing in the

way of even the firlt Heps taken
towards promoting ihe indepen-
dence, integrity, and virtue of a
huule of parliament.

De Ferrars,

Rockingham,
Abergavenny,
Fortcfcue,

Courtenay,
Wycombe,
Ponfonby,
Percy,

Ferrers,

J.St. Afaph,
Beaulieu,

Olborne,

Cholmondcley,
Mancheller,
Coventry,
St. John,

f itz. William,
Abingdon,

Pembroke, and Portland,

Montgomery, Devon (hire,

Scarborough, Harcourt,
Richmond, Jerfey.

For the firft and third reafons,
adopting however very heartily in
the prefent ftate of parliamentary
reprefentation the founl principles

contained in the fecond, which yet

I conceive inapplicable to this bill.

Radnor.

His Majejly^s moji gracious Speech to

both Hoitfes of Parliament, Junt
19, 1780.

My Lords and Gentlemen,

TH E outrages committed by
bands of defperate and aban-

doned men, in various parts of this

metropolis, broke forth with vio-

lence into adl? of felony and trea-

fon, had fo far overborne all civil

authority, and threatened fo direS-

ly the immediate fubveriion of all

legal power, the dellruftion of all

property, and the confufion of
every order in the ftate, that I

found myfelf obliged, by every tie

of duty and affedftion to my people,

to fupprefs, in every part, thofe

rebellious infurreflions, and to

provide for the public fafety, by
the moll cfFeclual and immediate
application of the force entrufted

to me by parliament.

I have direfted copies of the

proclamations ilTued upon that oc-

cafion, to be laid before you.

Proper orders have been given

for bringing the authors and abet-

tors of thcfe infurreitions, and the

perpetrators of fuch criminal a*fls,-

to fpeedy trial, and to fuch con-

dign punilhment as the laws of

their country prefcribe, and as the

vindication of public juftice de-

mands.

% Thouoh
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Though I truft it is not ne-

cell'ary, yet I think it right at this

time, to renew to you my foiemn

allurances, that I have no other

objeft but to make the laws of the

realm, and the principles of our

excellent conllitution in church

and ilate, the rule and meafure of

my ccnduft ; and I Ihall ever con-

fider it as the firft duty of my fta-

ticn, and the chief glory of my
reign, to maintain and preferve

the ertablifbed religioa of my
kingdoms, and as far as in me
lies, to fecure and to perperuate

the rights and liberties of my
people.

^he humble Addrejs of the Lords

Spiritual and Te?nporal, in Par-

Itarnent affembled.

Die Luna, \g''Junii, 178c.

Moft gracious Sovereign,

WE your Majefty's moft du-

tiful 2nd loyal fubjects,

the lords fpiritual and temporal,

in parliament affembled, beg leave

to return your Majefty our humble

thanks for your moft gracious

fpeech from the throne.

We feel the utnioft abhorrence

and deteftatlon of the outrages

committed in various parts of this

metropolis, by bands of defperate

and abandoned men ; outrages

that broke forth with fuch violence

into afls of felony and treafon,

and which threatening fo diredly

the immediate fubverfion of all

legal authority, the deftrudlion of

all property, and the confufion of

every order in the ftate, called

loudly for the fpeedieft and moft

efteftual application of the force

cnuufted to your Majefty by law.

GISTER, 1780.

We beg leave to teftify our
warmeft gratitude to your Ma-
jcfty, for your paternal care and
concern for the proteftion of your
fubjccl.?, fo manifeft in the mea-
fures your wifdom directed in this

urgent ncceffity, to fupprefs in

every p^irt thefe rebellious infur-

rccflions, and to provide for the

general fafety, by the reftoration

of public peace.

We thank your majefty for the

communication you have been

pleafed to make to this houfe, of
the proclamations iffued in this

alarming conjunfture.

V/e learn with fatisfaftion that

orders have been given for bring-

ing the offenders to fpeedy trial,

and to fuch condign punlfhment

as the law prefcribes, and the vin-

dication of public julHce demands.

Although the uniform tenor of

your Majefty's conduO. rendered

unneceffary the renewal of your

gracious affurances to your parlia-

ment, yet the manner in which

they are given, raifes in us the

warmeft emotions of gratitude,

affeAion, and duty. Such a de-

claration of the jail and wife prin-

ciples that are the rule and mea-
fure of your Majeily's government,

muft endear your Majelly more

and more to all your fubjefts, and

meet with the fulleft return of at-

tachment, confidence, and zeal.

His Majcjly^s mof: gracious Anfnjjer.

My Lords,

I thank you heartily for this

addrefs, fo full of duty to me and

of zeal for your country. Your
abhorrence of the rebellious infur-

rcdions, and your unanimous ap-

probation of the meafures taken to

fupprefs them, muft have the moft

falutsry
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diutary efFeas. Nothing can give

me greater fatisfadion than the

confidence you repofe in me. It

Ihall be jullified by the whole tenor

of my reign.

The humble Addrefs of the Hou/e of
Commons.

Moft gracious Sovereign,

WE, your Majelly's moft du-

tiful and loyal fubjefts,

the commons of Great Britain, in

parliament afieinbled, beg leave

to return your Majelly the humble
thanks of this houfe, for your moft

gracious fpeech from the throne;

and for the communication which

your Majefty has been pleafed to

make to this houfe, of the pro-

clamations iffued daring the Jate

moft dangerous and alarming dif-

lurbances. '

We think it our indifpcnfable

duty to exprefs, in the itrongeft

terms, our abhorrence of the pro-

ceedings of thofe tumultuous af-

femblies, and of the criminal ads
of outrage and violence committed
by thofe dcfperate bands of men,
and our highelT; indignation againit

the authors, promoters, and per-

petrators of them ; and to acknow-
ledge, with the warmell emotions
of gratitude, duty, and aifedion,

your Majefty's paternal care and
concern for the protedion of your
fubjeds, in the meafures which
your Majefty, as the father of
.your people, and the guardian of
public fafety, took in the hour of
extreme and imminent neccflity,

for the immediate and efFedual
fuppreflion of thofe rebellious in-

furredioiis.

We learn with fatisfadion, that
proper on-Ts have been given for

bringing the offenders to fpeedy
trial, anrl to fuch punifhiu'^nt, as,

upon coMvidion of their crimes,
the laws prefcribe, r.nd the vindi-

cation of public jullice certainly

demands.
Although the conf^ant tenor of

your Majefty's jufl and conftita-

tional government, made a re-

newal of your Majelly's royal aflu-

rances to your parliament unne-
cefTary, yet we cannot but receive

with great thankfulnefs, fo fignal

a mark of your Majefty's gracious

attention ; and we beg leave, on
our parr, to cfTure your Majefly,

that this condefcending and en-
dearing declaration, cannot fail of
fecuring to your Majefly, in the

hearts of your people, the moft
afFedionate returns of confidence,

attachment, and fupport.

His Maj'Jifs Anfnver to the Addrefs

of the Houfe of Commons,

Gentlemen,

my cordial and
for this loyal,

unanimous ad-

I return you
particular thanks

afFedionate, and
drefs.

Union at this time, muft have
the beft and moft important con-
fequences : nothing can more pow-
erfully affift me in preferving the
public fafety and I'ecurjng reve-

rence for the laws, and obedience
to legal government. Be affured

that it is my conftant and ardent
defire to promote the happinefs of
all my fubjeds, and to deferve the

confidence and fupport of a free

people.

On.
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Gtt Saturday, 'July 8, his Mr.jefy
clcj'eJ the Scjjton of ParliatncHt

*ivitb thejolio-Mi/ig Spetc!:.

My Lords and Gentleir.en,

IT gives me great fatisfaclion to

find myfelf able to determine
this long Jcflion cf parliament, that

you may be at liberty to return to

your feveral counties, and attend

to your private afrairs, after (o la-

borious a difcharge of your duty
in the public fervice ; and I tak^

this occauon to exprefs my fin cere

acknovvledgment for the frefh

proofs you have given me of your
affeclionate zeal for the fupport of
my government, and of your jull

eftlmation of the real and perma-
nent interelb of your country.

Your magnanimity and perfe-

verance in the prcfecution of this

juft and neceffary war have ena-
bled me to make fuch exertions as

will. I truft, by the affiftance of
Divine Providence, difappoint the

violent and unjuft defigns of my
enemies, and bring them to liilen

to equitable and honourable terms
of peace,

Thefe exertions have already

been attended with fuccefs by fea

and land ; and the late important
and profpero'JS turn of aftairs in

North An?,erica affords the faireil

profpedl of the returning loyalty

and sffedion of my fubjeds in the

colonies, and of their happy re-

union with their parent country.

Gentlemen of the Houfe of
Commons,

I feel myfelf under particular

obligations to thank you for the
large and ample fupplies you have

fo chearfully granted, and for t\\a

confidence you rcpofe in me. ,No
attention ihall be wanting, on my
part, to render them efFectual, and
to fee them faithfully applied,

Ivly Lords and Gentlemen,

Let me earnefrly recommend to
you to aflift me, by )'our influence
and authority in your fevcral coun-
tie?, as you have by your unani-
mous fupport in parliament, in
guarding the peace of the king-
dom from future diiturbances, and
watching over the prefer vation of
the public fafety. Make my peo-
ple hn^ihlt of the happinefs they
enjoy, and the difiingiufhed ad-
vantages they derive from cur ex-
cellent conftitution in church and
ftate, \Yarn them of the hazard
of innovation—point out to them
the fatal conlequences of fuch
commotions as have lately been
excited ; and let it be your care
to imprefs on their minds this im-
portant truth, That rebellious in-

furredions to reiift, or to reform
the laws, muft end either in the

dellrudtion of the perfons who
make the attempt, or in the fub-
veriion of our free and happy con-
llitution.

And ax^jer-.vards the Lord Chan.
cellor, by his Majeil} 's command,
faid:

My Lords and Gentlemen,

I: is his Msjefty's royal will and
pleafure, that this parliament be
prorogued to Thurfday, the twen-
ty-fourth day of AuguH next, to
be then here holden ; and this
parliament is accordingly pro-
rogued to Thurfday, the twenty-
fourth davof Auguli next.

By
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By the King.

A PROCLAMATION,
For dijfol'ving this prefent Pa,rlia-

tnent, and declaring the calling of
another.

George R.WH E R EAS we have thought
fit, by and with the advice

of our privy - council, to diflolve

this prefent parliament, which
now ftands prorogued toThurfday
the 28th day of this inftant Sep-
tember : We do, for that end,

pubjilh this our royal procla-

mation ; and do hereby diffblve

the faid parliament accordingly :

and the lords fpiritual and tem-
poral, and the knights, citizens,

and burgefles, and the commif-
fioners for fhires and burghs, of
the houfe of commons, are dif-

charged from their meeting and
attendance on Thurfday the faid

28:h day of this inllant September.
And we being defirous and re-

folved, as foon as may be, to meet
our people, and to have their ad-

vice in parliament, do hereby
make known, to all our loving
fubjefts, cur royal will and plea-

fure to call a new parliament

;

and do hereby further declare,

that, with the advice of our privy-

council, we have, this day, given
order to our ch-.ncellor of Great-
Britain to iflue cut writs, in due
form, for calling a new parlia-

ment ; which writs are to bear
telle on Saturday the 2d day of
this inftant September, and to be
returnable on Tuefday the 31ft

day of Odober followin"^.

Given at our court at St. James's,
the III day of September, 1780,
in the twentieth year of our
reign.

God favc the King.
Vol. XXIII.

Dublin Cajlle, September 2.

THIS day his Excellency the

Lord Lieutenant went ia
ftate to the Houfe of Peers with
the ufual folemnity ; and, the
Commons being fent for, gave the
royal aflent to fuch bills as were
ready; after which his Excellency
made the following moft gracious
fpeech to both Houfes of Parlia-
ment :

My Lords and Gentlen:ien,

I am happy at length to con-
gratulate you on the conclufion of
this feffion of parliament, though,
the important meafores under de-
liberation mull have made your
attendance lefs irkfome to you.

Jf your long abfence from your
feveral counties has been pro-
duiSive of any inconvenience,
iuch inconvenience is fuljy com-
penfated by permanent and folid

benefits, the fuccefsful confe-
quences of your labours.

Gentlemen of the Houfe of
Commons,

I thank you, in his Maje(ly*s
name, for the liberal fupplies yoa
have granted. Your cheerfulnefs
in giving, and your attention to
the eafe of the fubjeft in the mode
of rainng them, mult be very ac-
ceptable to his Majelty ; on my
part, I ailure you they Ihall be
faithfully applied.

My Lords and Gentlemen,

The fatisfatlion with which the
heart of every Irlfhman mull exult
at the fcene of profperity row-
opening to this country, may
equal, it cannot exceed, the glow
ot my private feelings. And
whilll you applaud the condud of

Great-Britain in removing the re-

\y\ llrittious
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ftrifiions upon the trade of this

kingdom, you cannot but particu-

larly acknowledge '* the unequi-

vocal demon firations of her fincere

affeiftion, in admitting you, upon
the moft liberal plan, to an imme-
diate, free, and equal iiitercourfe

with her colonies.

The wife and falutary laws

which you have fram.ed naturally

lead to the moft beneficial enjoy-

ment of tha£ intercourfe ; and
when I reftedl on thofe objefts

and on your meritorious attention

to the trade, agriculture, and
ma'nufadlures of this kingdom, fo

confpicuouily manifefted by the

laws pafl'ed for granting ample
bounties on the export of your
corn, your linen, and your fail-

cloth ; by the premiums for en-

couraging the growth of hemp
and flax-feed, and by the judi-

cious provifions for the better re-

gulation of your inanufaftures, I

feel a confcious fatisfadion, that

the commerce of this kingdom has

been eftablifhcd upon an extended,

firm, and lafting bafis ; and that

Ireland muft, in the courfe of her

iutofe profperity, look back to

this £era, the labours of the pre-

fent parliament, and the difFufive

indulgence of his Majefty, with
the moft grateful veneration.

Your own difcreet judgment
will iiaturr.Ily fuggeft the expe-
diency,- when you return to your
ievevA counties, of imprelfing

upon the minds of all ranks of
men the various bleffings of their

prefent fituation. Demonftrate to

them, that every eiFectual fource

of commercial wealth is now their

own, and invites that induftry,

without v/hich the wifeft commer-
cial regulations remain a dead

letter, and the bouniies of nature

are lavifhedin vain. Cherifi) fuch
a fpirit of induftrv ; and convince
them of the eiredual advantages
they derive from their free and
excellent conftitution, the main-
tenance of every branch of which,
in its juft vigour and authority,
can alone fecure their liberties,

and preferve their happinefs.

After which the Lord Chan-
cellor, by his Excellency's com-
mand, faid.

My Lords and Gentlemen,
It is his Excellency the Lord

Lieutenant's pleafure, that this

parliament be prorogued to Tuef-
day the loth day of Odlober next,
to be then here held ; and this

parliament (is accordingly pro-
rogued to Tuefday the loth day
of October next.

fo the Honourable the Commons of
Great - Britain, in Parliament

ajp:7nbled :

The Petition of the Gentlemen,
• ^'^'gy* 2nd Freeholders of the

County of York,

Sheweth,

THAT this nation hath
been engaged for feveral

years in a moft expenfive and
unfortunate war ; that many of
our valuable colonic?, having
aflually declared themielves inde-

pendent, have formed a ftridl con-
federacy with France and Spain,

the dangerous and inveterate ene-

mies of Great-Britain ; that the

confequence of thofe combined
misfortunes hath been a lar;;?

addition to the national debt, a
heavy accumulation of taxes,- a
rapid decline of t!ie trade, mann-

faftures.



STATE PAPERS. l339

failures, and land -rents of the

kingdom.
Alarmed at the diminiflied re-

fources and growing burthens of

;his country, and convinced that

rigid frugality is now indifpen-

iabiy necefl'ary in every depart-

ment of the Itate, your petitioners

obferve with grief, that notwith-

fbnding the calamitous and im-

povcriilied condition of the nation,

much public money has been im-
providently fquandered, and that

many individuals enjoy finecure

places, efficient places with exor-

bitant emoluments, and penfions

unmerited bv public fervice, to a

large and flill increafing amount;
whence the crown has acquired a

great and unconlHtutional influ-

ence, which, if not checked, may
foon prove fatal to the liberties of
this country.

Your petitioners conceiving

that the true end of every legi-

timate government is not the emo-
lument of any individual, but the

welfare of the community; and

, confidering that by the conliitution

of this realm the national purle is

intrulled in a peculiar manner to

the cullody of this honourable
houfe; beg leave further to re-

prefent, that until efledual mea-
lures be taken to redrefs the op-
prefiive grievances herein ftated,

the grant of any additional fum of
public money, beyond the pro-

duce of the prefent taxes, will be
injurious to the rights and pro-

perty of the people, and dero-
gatory from the honour and dig-
rjty of parliament.

Your petitioners therefore, ap-
pealing to the juftice of this ho-
nourable houfe, do moil earnellly

requeft, that, before any new bur-
thens are laid upon this country,

effedual meafures may be taken

by this houfe to enquire into and
corre<^l the grcfs abufes in the

expenditure of public money ; to

reduce all exorbitant emoluments ;

to refcind and abolifli all finecure

places and unmerited penfions;
and to appropriate the produce to

the neceflities of the ftate in fuch.

manner as to the wifdoni of par-

liament fliall feem meet.

And your petitioners Ihall ever

pray, &c. &c.

The following counties pre-

fented petitions nearly in the fame
words :

Dorfet,

Devon,
Norfolk,
Berks,

Bucks,

Middlefex,

Chefter,

Hants,
Hertford

Sulfey,

Huntingdon,
Surry,

Cumberland,
Bedford,

EfTex,

Gloucefter,

Somerfet,

Wilts,

Alfo the

Wellminllcr,

Nottingham,
Kent,
Northumberl.
Suffolk,

Hereford,

Cambridge,
Derby.

cities of London,
York, Briftol, and

the towns of Cambridge, Not-
tingham, Ncwcallle, Reading, and
Bridgewater. — The county of
Northampton agreed to inftruft

their members on the points of
the petition.

7o the Hofiournbh the CcmKrns of
Great - Britain in Parliament

cjjhnbled:

A Reprefentation and Petition of
the Planters, Merchants, and
other Perfons intereited in the

Ifland of Jamaica.

THAT your petitioners, ia

all duty and humility, beg

[2'J 2 leave
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leave to lay before this honourable

houfe feveral circumftances which

they prefume it is important for

the houfe to know, and to which

they are certain it is of the utmoll

importance to them that a due

attention fhould be paid.

Your petitioners reprefent to

this honourable houfe, that the

ifland of Jamaica has not been

protected. They reprefent, that

the temporary fafety which it has

enjoyed has been owing to the

direflion of the enemy's force

towards other objects, and not

to any intrinfic means of defence

provided for that ifland by his

Majefty's minifters. They con-

ceive, that the fafety of fuch a

poffellion as Jamaica ought not

to have been left to chance.

They reprefent, that the ifland

of Jamaica is inferior in value

to none of the dependencies of

Great- Britain ; that great part

even of what appears to be the

interior wealth of Great - Britain

jtfelf is, in reality, the wealth of

Jamaica, which is fo intimately

interwoven, with the internal in-

terefl of this kingdom, that it is

not eafy to diftinguifli them ; that

a great part of the trade and navi-

gation, a large proportion of the

revenue, and very much of the

mercantile and the national credit,

and the value of the landed in-

tereft, depend immediately on its

prefervation } that its defence is

therefore an cbjed as important

to Great - Britain as any part of

Great-Britain iifelf; and that it is

an objedl to be provided for with

Hill greater care and forefight,

becaufe its natural means of home
defence are infnitely lefs conil-

derable.

They fc lemuly declare, that,

confcious of their invariable loy-

alty to the crown of Great - Bri^

tain, and their unbounded attach-

ment to the profperity of the

whole empire, they are not able

to conjecture for what offence,

real or pretended, they have fo

long been put under this pro-

fcription. If your petitioners had

been adtive by faftious clamours,

or delufive reprefentations, by
concealing true or fuggefting falfe

information, in betraying their

fovereign and their country into

war, they might have the lefs

reafon to complain of the negleft

by which they have fuffered fo

many diftrefles, and have been

expofed to fo many dangers. It is

in the recolleftion of this honour-

able houfe, that, at an early pe-

riod of the prefent unhappy trou-

bles, the body of the Weft-India

planters and merchants did humbly
ftate their apprehenfions to parlia-

ment, and deprecated the un-

happy meafures which were then

taken. It is the misfortune of

the public, as well as theirs, that

no attention was paid to their

humble prayers, and that their

moft dutiful and faithful repre-

fentations were totally negledled.

They affirm, that they have not

deferved to be thus abandoned,

from a want of having purchafed

for a valuable confideration the

proteftion of the ftate. The plant-

ers have feen, not only with ac-

quiefcence but pleafure, their

trade almoft wh jlly confined to the

mother country, the place of refi-

dence of the greater part, and the

objeft of the tenderert affeftion to

all of them. Both planters and
merchants have had the produce

of their eftates as largely taxed ia

Great-Britain, to the common
(upport, as any others. The af-

fembly of the ifland of Jamaica
haS|
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has, beyond any former example

of liberality, and far beyond their

abilities, laid deft.ruftive impo-
litions on their eflates and pro-

perties within the ifland. VaR per-

ibnal fervices, burthenfome in the

extreme, and nearly ruinous to

the prefent value of all they pof-

fefs, have been chearfully given.

They have borne patiently the

heavy lofles and burthens, the

fatal though not unforefeen con-

fequences of their feparation from
North America. After all thefe

jmpofitions and taxes in England,
thefe taxes and perfonal fervices in

Jamaica, and after fufterings of
every kind in this war, on fug-

geftion from friends of govern-

ment, they have had refort in

their individual charaders to their

almolt exhaulled purfes, and made
a large private fubfcription for

their own defence.

They reprefent, that they have
been credibly informed, that at

the time when adminiftration

declined to provide the neceffary

forces, either by fea or land, for

their defence, that his Majelty's

fecretary at war publicly declared,

that his Majclly did then com-
mand more numerous forces, by
fea and land, than the molt for-

midable monarch of the world
had under his order?, when his

power alarmed all Europe ; and
they are informed, that large

additions to his Majelly's forces

were made fome time after. They
now alfo feel, that they are

amongft thofe who are taxed for

the maintenance of an army of
upwards of feventy thoufand men
employed in North America; and
they prefjme, that the fuppreflion

of no rebellion whatever can be a
more near and urgent concern of
any government than the pro-

PAPERS. fj4i

teftion of its loyal and ufefu*

fubjefts.

They reprefent, that they have
not been wanting to themfelves,
by every reprefentation in their

power, and every folicitation, to

call upon his Majefty's minillers

for the neceflary protection. For
though, from the duty of their

ftation, and their high truft, his

Majefty's minifters ought to have
fliewn an anxious and provident

care of all his Majefty's dominions,
even if individuals, through ig-

norance, or want of forefight, had
neglefted their own private in-

terefl in them; yet they humbly
inform the houfe, that many Itrong

remonltrances were made on this

fubjeft to his Majefty's minifters

by your petitioners, beginning fo

early as 1773, and continued to

the 8th of December, 1779 ; and
that addrefles on the fame were
made to his Majefty by the af-

fembly of Jamaica, as alfo a re-

prefentation of the want of men,
fhips, ftores, arms, ammunition,
and of every other means for their

defence ; yet they never did, at

any time, receive from the faid

miniiters any anfwers, other than
excufes, on account of the number
of ihips employed on the Ame-
rican and home fervice, and cer-

tain loofe general affurances, from
which they received little com-
fort, and have reaped no advan-
tage; and that even the pofitive

affurances of the governor to the

affembly of the ifland, of his Ma-
jefty's gracious intention that the

fquadron on that ftation fhould be
confiderably reinforced, have not
been fulfilled.

Your petitioners molt humbly
requelt the attention of this houfe

to their pall and prefent fituation,

pledging themfelves to prove, be-
[r] 3 yond
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yopd a doubt, the truth of their

al;-^gations. In the mean time,

your petitioners acquaint this

honourable houfe, that, unlefs

a ftronj^ regular force be per-

manently efiablifhcd in Jamaica
during the war, and a con-
iiderabie fleet ftationed there,

they cannot think that, ifland in a
flaie of fecurity. This they con-
ceive themfelves as Englifnmen
bound to lay before the reprefent-

atives of the people of Great-Bri-
tain, humbly claiming protcdlion

as their undoubted right ; and
looking back with horror at the

dangers from which (by the fole

diipofuion of the Divine Provi-

dence) they have efcaped, whilll;

fundry of their feilow-fubjecls are

now obliged to proftrate them-
felves at the foot of the throne of
the Rrench king, to implore the

jnercv of that monarch, inftead of
the protedlion of their natural
fovereign.

The Metnorialprefented by Sir Jofeph
Yorke, the Englifh Jhnhajfador

Extraordinary at the Hjgue, the

2i_/? Day of March, Kuas to the

follo<i>jing Purport

;

High and mighty Lords,

HE King, my mafler, has
always cultivated the friend-

fhip of your High MightineiTes,
anil has always looked upon the
alliance which has fo long fub-
fifted between the two nations as

founded on the wifell: principles,
and effential to their mutual wel-
fare. The principal objcds of
that alliance, fupportcd upon the
ilrong bafis of common intereft,

are the fecurity and profperity of
the two Hates, the maintenance

EGISTER, 1780.

of public tranquillity, and the pre-

fervation of that jull: equilibrium

which has been fo often troubled

by the ambitious policy of the

Houfe of Dourbon.

When the Court of Verfailles,

in direct violation of public faith,

and the common right of all fo-

vereigns, broke the peace by a

league made with his Majeily's

rebellious fubjeds, which was
avowed and formally declared by
the Marquis ;de Noailles, when
France, by imn_cnfe preparations,

manifelled a deiign to annihilate

the maritime power of England,
the king thought your High
Mightinefles too fenfible not to

fee that the welfare of the Re-
public was fo clofely connected
witi) that of Great-Britain, as to

induce you to hallen to its fuccour.

One of his Majefty's firft cares

was to inform your Iligh Migh-
tineiies of all the circui.nllances of
that unjuft war, and in the cri-

tical fituation in which the king
found himfelf he did not forget

the interefls of his ancient allies,

but, on the contrary, fliew^d the

fincereft defire to favour the trade

and free navigation of the R.e-

.
public as much as the welfare of
his people would permit; he even
refrained a long time to reclaini

the fuccours ftipulated by treaty,

and though he fulfilled his owrt

engagements, did not require the;

fame from your High Mighti-
nefies ; the reclamation in quef-

tion was not made till the united

forces of France and Spain were
ready to fall upon England at

once, and attempt a landing, with
the affiilance of a formidable fleet.

Although they were fruftrated in

that enierprize, the king's ene-

mies are flill meditating the fame

projeiils; and it is by the exprefs

order
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order of Ms Majefly, that the un-

derwritten agnin renews, in the

inoft formal manner, the demand

of the fuccours ftipulated by dif-

ferent treaties, and particularly

that of 1 716..

Hiiherto your High Mighti-

nefles have been filcnt upon this

eJlential article, whilft you infilled

ppon a forced interpretation of

the treaty of commerce of the

year 1674, againft the abufe of

which Great-Britain at all times

protefted. This interpretation can-

not be reconciled with the clear

and particular ftipulation of the

fecret article of the treaty of peace

of the fame year. An article of

a treaty of commerce cannot an-

nul fo efieniial an article of a

treaty of peace, and both are ex-

prefsly comprehended in the prin-

cipal treaty of alliance of 1678,
by which your High Mightine/Ies

are obliged to furnlfh his Ma-
jefly with the required fuccour?.

You are too wife and too jult

not to feel that all the engage-
ments between powers ought to

be mutually and reciprocally ob-
ferved, and although they were
agreed upon at different periods,

do alike bind the contradling par-

ties. This inconteft.ible principle

is the more applicable here, as

the treaty of 1716 renews all the

anterior engagements between the

Crown of England and the Re-
public, and in a manner includes

ihem in one.

The underwritten had further

orders to declare to your High
Mightinefles, that he was ready
to enter into conference with you
to regulate, in an amicable man-
ner, all that was necellary to pre-

vent a mifunderllanding, and every

Other difagreeable event, by con-

certing mcafures which ftiould be

both equitable and advantageous

to the fubjedls of both countries ;

but this amicable overture was
refufed in a manner as unexpefled

and extraordinary as unufual be-

tween two f.icndly powers ; and
without paying any attention ei-

ther to the repeated public and
private reprefentaticns relative to

convoys, your High MigbfinefTes

not only granted thefe convoys to

different forts of naval llores, but

more particularly ordered that a

certain number of raen^ of war

Ihould be ready for the future to

convoy naval ammunition of all

forts to the ports of France, and
that at a time when the fubjefls of

the republic enjoyed by treaty n

liberty and extent of commerce
far beyond what the right of na-

tions grants to neutral powers,

This refolution, and the orders

given to Rear-admiral Count By-
land, to oppofe by force thefearch-

ing of the merchant-lhips brought

on an incident which the friend-

fhip of the king defired much to

prevent; but it is notoriou?, that

that admiral, in confequence of

his inllructions, fired firll at the

boats under Englifh colours, which

were fent to ex.^mine the fhips ia

the manner prefcribed by th?

treaty of 1674.
This then is a manifell ag-

greffion, a diredl violation of that

fame treaty which your High,

Mightineffes feem to look upoa
as the moll facred of ail. Hi*
Majelly had before -hand made
reiterated reprefentations upon the

neceffity and jullice of the exa-

mination, which had taken place

in all analogous circumllances, and

is fully authorized by the treaty.

They were apprized in London,

[?J 4
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that a number of veflels were at

the Texel, laden with naval ftores,

and pa'-ticularly tnafts, and large

fhjp-building timber, ready to

fail for France, with or under a

Dutch convoy. The event prov-

ed the truth of thefe jntormations,

as feveral of thele veflels were

found even under the faid convov,
the greatell part of them efcaped,

and furnifned France with very

efficacious lupplies, of which they

Hood in great need. Whilil your

High iClightinefTes thus affifted

the king's enemies, by favouring

the tranfportation of thefe fuc-

cours, you impofed a heavy pe-

nalty on thofe fubjefts of the Re-
public who fhould fupply the gar-

xifon of Gibraltar with provifions,

although that place is compre-
hended in the general guarantee

of all the Britifli poiTeflions in Eu-
rope, and although at that mo-
ment Spain had dirturbed the trade

of the Republic in an unprece-

dented and outrageous manner.
It is not only on thefe occafions

that the condufl of your High
Migh ineffes towards the king,
and towards the enemies of his

majefty, holds up a ftriking con-

traft to the impartial eyes of all

the world. No one can be igno-

rant of what has pafled in Paul
Jones's aff.ir : the afylum granted
to that pirate was dirediy contrary

to the treaty of Breda in 1667,
and to your High Mightinefles

Plicard in 1756; befides which,
although yf)ur High Mightinefles
have, and ftill continue to keep an
abfolute filence relative to the jufl

reclamations of his majelly, yet,

upon the fimple reqieii of the

king's enemies, you affured them
you would obferve a ftrid and un
limited neutrality, without any

exceptions of the ancient engage-
ments of the Republic, founded
on the mod folemn treaties.

Notwithltanding all this, the

king is willing to perfuade him-
felf, that all that has pafled is

lefs to be attributed to the real

fentimcnts of your High Mighti-
nefles than to the artifices of his

enemies, who, after fowing dif-

cord between the members of the

States, have by threats and pro-
mifes endeavoured to fet them
againft their ancient ally.

His majefty cannot think that

your High Mightinefles have re-

iblved to abandon a fyftem that

the Republic has kept to for more
than a century with fo much fuc-

cefs and fo much glory.

But if fuch is the refolution of
your High Mightinefles; if you
are determined to break the al-

liance with Great Britain by re-

fnfing tQ fulfil your engagements,
things will bear a new face; the

king will fee any fuch change
with a very fenfible regret, but
the cpnfequences will be neceflary

and inevitable. If by an afl of
your High Mightinefles the Re-
public ceafe to be an ally of his

majefty, the relations between the

two nations are totally changed,
and they have no other connec-
tions, no other ties, than thofe

which fubfift between neutral pow-
ers in friendftiip and unity. Every
treaty being reciprocal, if your
High Mightinefles will not fulfil

your engagements, the confe-

quence muft be, that thofe on the

part of the king ceafe to be any
longer binding. It is in depart-

ing from thefe inconteftable prin-

ciples, that his majefty has or-

dered the underwritten to declare

to your High Mightinefles, in the

moil;



STATE PAPERS. [345

moft amicable, but yet the moft

ferious manner, that if, contrary

to his juft expeftations, your High

Mightinefles do not, in the courfe

of three weeks, from the day of

the prefentatiyn of this memorial,

give a fatisfadory anfwer relative

to the fuccours reclaimed eight

months ago; his majeliy will look

upon fuch conduvl as breaking off

the alliance on the part of your

High MightinefTes, and will not

look upon the United Provinces

in any other light than on the foot-

ing of other neutral powers, un-

privileged by treaty, and confe-

quently will fufpend, till further

orders, all the particular ftipula-

tions of the treaties made in fa-

vour of the fubjefts of the Repub-
lic, particularly thofe of the treaty

of 1674, and will only hold to the

general principles of the right of
uations, which ferves as a rule for

neutral and unprivileged powers.

Done at the Hague, March 21,

1780, (Signed)

JostPH YORKE.

^he follo'witig pro'vijional Atipwer

nvas given to the above Memo-
rial.

THAT their High Mighti-
nefles are very defirous to coincide

with the wilhes of his Britifh ma-
jefty, by giving a pofitive anfwer

to the memorial delivered by his

ambaflador, but that their High
Mightinefles forefee, that from

the nature of the government of

the Republic, it is impoflibie to

return an anfwer in three weeks
time, as the memorial murt be de-

liberated upon by the different

provinces, and their refolutions

waited for. That their High
Mightinefles are aflured his ma-

jelly would not wifti rigoroufly to

keep to the before - mentioned
time, that their High Mightinef-
fes might be able to conclude
upon an anfwer in a manner con-
formable to the conflitution of
the Republic, in which they had
no right to rihake any alteration,

and they promife to accelerate the
deliberations upon that head as

much as pofllble.

r

Declaration of the Court of Great
Britain, Jpril ijlh, 1780.

WHEREAS fince the com-
mencement of the war in

which Great Britain is engaged
by the uprovoked aggrefiion of
France and Spain, repeated me-
morials have been prefented by
his majefty's ambaflador to the

States General of the United Pro-
vinces, demanding the fuccours

fiipulated by treaty; to which re-

quifition, though flrongly called

upon in the lall memorial of the

2ifl of March, their High Migh-
tinefles have given no anfwer, nor
fignified any intention of comply-
ing therewith : and whereas by the
non-performance of the cleareft

engagements, they d-'fert the al-

liance that has fo Ion,; fublifted

between the c'o>* n of Great Bri-

tain and the Republic, and place
themfelves in the condition of 3
neutral power, bound to this king-
dom by no treaty, every princi-

ple of wifdom and julHce requires

that his majpfty (hould confider

them hencefor^^ara as ftand;ng

only in that diltant relation in

which they have placed them-
felves : his majefly therefore hav-
ing 'aken this matter into his

royal coniideracion, doth^ by and
with
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•with the advice of his privy coun-

cil, judge it expedient to carry

into immediate execution thofe

intentions which were formdiy
notified in the memorial prefented

by his ambaflador on the 2 ill of

March lalt, and previoufly ligni-

£ed in an official verbal declara-

tion, made by Lord Vifcount

Stormont, one of his majefty's

principal fecietaries of ftate, to

Count Welderen, envoy extraor-

dinary and plenipotentiary from

the Republick, nearly two months
before the delivery of the aforefaid

memorial : for thcfe caufes, his

majefty, by and with the advice

of his privy council, doth deciare,

that the fubjeds of the United
Provinces are henceforward to be

confidered upon the fame footing

with thofe of other neutral ftates

not privileged by treaty ; and his

inajeitv doth hereby fufpend, pro-

vifionally, and till further order,

sil the particular ftipulalions re-

ipeifling the freedom of naviga-

tion and comm.erce, in time of

war, of the fubjefts of the States

General, contained in the feveial

treaties now fubfiiling betwen his

majefty and the Republick, and
more particularly thofe contained

in the marine treaty between

Great Britain and the United
Provinces, concluded at London,
December -j^-' 1674.

From a humane regard to the

intereds of individuals, and a de-

Cre to prevent their fuffering by

any furprize, his majefty, by and
with the advice of his privy coun-

cil, doth declare, that the effedl

of this his majefly's order fhall

take place at the following

terms, viz.

In the channel and the North

feas, twelve days after the date
hereof.

From the channel, the Britidi

u-as, and the North feas, as far

as the Canary Iflands inclufively,

either in the ocean or Mediterra-
nean, the term fhall be fix weeks
from the aforef.id date.

Three months from the faid Ca-
nary Iflands as far as the equinoc-
tial line or equator.

And laftly, fix months beyond
the faid line or equator, and ia

all other parts of the world, with-
out any exception or other mere
particular defcription of time and
place.

Steph. Cottrel.

TIpe. Memorial frcfinied to ihcir

High Mightmefles by Prince

Gallitzin, the Ruffian Miiiijier,

on the Fart of the Em^rejs ha Sy-

vereign.

High and Mighty Lords,

TH E underwritten envoy ex-

traordinary from the Em-
prefs of all the Ruffias has the

honour to communicate to you a

copy of the declaration which the

emprefs his fovereign has made
to the belligerent powers. Your
Pligh Mightinefies may look upon
this communication as a particular

mark of the attention of the Em-
prefs for the Republick, which is

equally interefled in the reafons

which occafioned the declaration.

He has further orders to declare

toyour High Mightineffes, in the

name cf her Imperial Majefty,

that how defirous foever flie may
be on the one hand to maintain

the ftrifteft neutrality during the

prcfent war, yet her majefty is as

determined
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fletermined to take the mod effica-

cious means to fupport the honour

of the RuiTian flag, the fecurity of

the trade, and the navigation of

her fubjefts, and not fuffer either

to be hurt by any of the bellige-

rent powers ; that, in order to

prevent on this occafion any mif-

underilanding or falfe interpreta-

tion, fhe thought it neceflary to

fpecify in the declaration the li-

mits of a free trade, and what is

called contraband. That, if the

definition of the former is founded
upon the cleareft notions of natu-

ral right, the latter is literally

taken from the treaty of commerce
between Ruffiaand Great Britain,

by which her Imperial Majefty

means inconteflably to prove her

good faith and impartiality to-

wards each party ; that fne confe-

quently apprehends that the other

trading powers will immediately
come into her way of thinking re-

lative to neutrality.

From thefe confiderations, her

Imperial Majefty has ordered the

underwritten to invite your High
MightinefTes to make a common
caufe with her, as fuch an union
may ferve to proteft the trade and
navigation, and at the fame time
obferve a ftridt neutrality, and to

communicate to your High Migh-
tinefTes the regulation fhe has in

confequence taken.

The fame invitation has been
made to the Courts of Copenha-
gen, Stockholm, and Lifhon, in

order that by the united endea-
vours of all the neutral maritime
powers, a natural fyftem, founded
on juftice, might be ellablilhed
and legalifed in favour of the
trade of neutral nations, which by
its real advantages might ferve for

a rule for future ages.

The underwritten does not
doubt but your High MightinefTes
will, without delay, take the in-
vitation of her Imperial Majefly
into confideration, and concur in
immediately making a declaration
to the belligerent powers, found-
ed on the fame principles as that
of the emprefs explaining at the
fame time the nature of a free
and contraband trade, conf)rm-
able to their refpedtive treaties
with the other nations.

For the refl the underwritten,
has the honour to afTure your
High MightinefTes, that if, to
ellabliih fuch a glorious and ad-
vantageous fydcm upon the moll
folid bafis, they wilTied to open a
negociation with the above-men-
tioned neutral powers on this fub-
jed, the emprefs, his fovereign,
is ready to join you.

Your MightinefTes will eafily

fee the necefSty of accelerating
your rei'olutions upon objects of
fuch importance and advantage
for humanity in general. The
underwritten begs of you to give
him a fpeedy anfwer.

Demetri Prince Gal-
LIT2IN.

Hague, April 3 , 1 7 8 o.

Declaration from the Emprefs cf
Ruflia to the Courts of London,
Verfailles, and Madrid.

TH E Emprefs of all the

RufTias has fo fully mani-
fefted ^er fentiments of equity and
moderation, and has given fuch

evident proof?, during the courfe

of the war that fhe fupported

againfl the Ottoman Porte, of the

regard fhe has for the rights of
neutrality and the liberty of uni-

verfal
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verfal commerce, as all Europe

can witnefs. This condua, as

well as the principles of impar-

tiality that {lie has difplayed dur-

ing the prefent war, juftly in-

fpfres her with the fulled confi-

dence, that her fubjetts would

peaceably enjoy the fruits of their

induftry and the advantages be-

longincr to a neutral nation. Expe-

lience has neverthelefs proved the

contrary. Neither the above-

mentioned confiderations, nor the

regard to the rights of nations,

have prevented the fubjefts of her

Imperial Majefty from being often

jnolefted in their navigation, and

flopped in their operations, by

thofe of the belligerent powers.

Thefe hindrances to the liberty

of trade in general, and to that

of Ruffia in particular, are of a

nature to excite the attention of

all neutral nations. The emprefs

iinds herfelf obliged therefore to

free it by all the means compati-

ble with her dignity and the

well-being of her fubjefts ; but,

before fhe puts this into execution,

and v/ith a fincere intention to

prevent any future infringements,

ihe thought it but juft to publilh

to all Europe the principles fhe

means to follow, which are_ the

propereft to prevent any mifun-

derftanding, or any occurrences

that may occafion it. Her Impe-

rial Majefty does it with the more

confidence, as flie finds thefe prin-

ciples coincident with the primi-

tive right of nations which every

people may reclaim, and which

the belligerent powers cannot in-

validate without violating the

laws of neutrality, and without

<Jifavowing the maxims they have

adopted in the difFiriCnt treaties

and public engagements.

They are reducible to the fol-

lowing points

;

Firft, That all neutral fhips

may freely navigate from port to

port, and on the coafts of nations

at war.

Secondly, That the effedls be-

longing to the fubjeds of the faid.

warring powers fhall be free in all

neutral vefiels, except contraband

merchandife.

Thirdly, That the emprefs, as

to the fpecification of the above-

mentioned merchandife, holds to

what is mentioned in the loth

and I ith articles of her treaty of

commerce with Great Britain, ex-

tending her obligations to all the

powers at war.

Fourthly, That, to determine

what is meant by a blocked-up
port, this is only to be underftood

of one which is fo well kept in by
the (hips of the power that attacks

it, and which keep their places,

that it is dangerous to enter in-

to it.

Fifthly, That thefe principles

ferve as a rule for proceedings

and judgments upon the legality

of prizes.

Her Imperial Majefty, in mak-
ing thefe points public, does not

hefitate to declare, that to main-

tain them, and to proteft the ho-

nour of her flag, the fecurity of

the trade and navigation of her

fubjpfts, fhe has prepared the

greateft part of her maritime forces.

This meafure will not, however,

influence the ftridl neutrality fhe

does obferve, and will obferve, fo

long as ftie is not provoked and

forced to break the bounds of mo-
deration and perfedl impartiality.

It will be only in this extremity

that her fleet 'have orders to go
wherever
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Tvherever honour, intereft, and

need may require.

In giving this folemn a/Turance

with the ufaal opennefs of her

character, the enipreTs cannot do

other than promife herfclf that the

belligerent power?, convinced of

the lentiments of juftice and equi-

ty which animate her, will con-

tribute towards the accomplifh-

ment of thefe falutary purpofes,

which manifelHy tend to the good
of all nations, and to the advan-

tage even of thofe at war. In

confequence of which, her Impe-
rial Majefty will furnifh her coni-

inanding officers with initru^lions

conformable to the above-men-
tioned principles, founded upon
the primitive laws of people, and
fo often adopted in their conven-
tions.

Anfiuer from the Court of Great
Britain to the Declaration cf the

Emprefs of Ruffiaj fent to the

Britifn Envoy at Peterfburgh,

Jfril 23, 1780.

DURING the courfe of the

war, wherein his Britannick Ma-
jeily finds himfelf engaged through
the unprovoked agt^refllon of

France and Spain, he hath con-

Itantly manifclkd his fentimenls

of juftice, equity, and modera-
tion, in tv&ry part of his con-

duft. His majelly hath ailed to-

wards frienJly and neutral powers
according to their own procedure
refpe£ting Great Britain, and con-
formable to ihe cleareft principles,

generally acknowledged as ;he

law of nation-i, being the only
law between powers whce no
treaties fublift, and agreeable to

the tenour of his diftere t eng.ige-

ncnts with other powers j thufe

engagements have altered this

primitive law, by mutual ftipala-

tions, proportioned to the will
and convenience of the contracting
parties.

Strongly attached to her Ma-
jelly of all the RuJIias, by the
ties of reciprocal friendfhip, and
common intereft, the king, from
the commencement of thoie trou-
bles, gave the moll precife orders
refpeding the flag cf her Imperial
Majelly, and the commerce of her
fubjedls, agreeable to the law of
nations, and the tenour of the en-
gagements Ilipulated by his treaty
of commerce with hc:r, and to
which he fhall adhere with the
moll fcrupulous exaftnefs.

The orders to this intent have
been renewed, and the utmoft care
will be taken for their ftriftefl ex-
ecution.

It may be prefumed, not the
lead irregularity will happen ; but
in cafe any infringements, con-
trary to thefe repeated orders,
take place, the Courts of Admi-
ralty, which in this, like all
other countries, are eftablilhed to
take cognizance of fuch matters,
and in all cafe> do judge folely by
the law of nations, and by the
fpecifick fiipalations of different
treaties, will redrefs every hard-
ftiip in' fo equitable a manner,
that her Imperial M jefty (hall be
perfeftly fati^fied, and acknow-
ledge a like fpirit of juftice which
fhe herfelf poffefTes.

Anf'wer from the King of France
to the Declaratio.i cf tie Emprefs
c/'RulIia.

THE war In which the king
is engaged having no other cbjett
than the attachment of his ma-

jelly
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jefty to the freedom of the Teas,

Jie could not but with the trueft

fatisfatlion fee the Emprefs of

Ruflla adopt the fame principle,

and refolvie to maintain it. That
which her Imperial Majefty claims

from the belligerent powers is no

other than the rules already pre-

fcribed to the French marine, the

execution of which is maintained

with an cxaftitude known and ap-

plauded by all Europe.

The liberty of neutral vefiels,

reftrained only in a few cafes, is

the direft confequence of neutral

right, the fafcguard of all nations,

and the relief even of thofe at war.

The king has been defirous, not

only to procure a freedom of na-

vigation to the fubjefts of the

Emprefs of Ruflia, but to thofe of

all the ftates who hold their neu-

trality, and that upon the fame

conditions as are announced in

the treaty to which his majefty

this day anfwers.

His majefty thought he had

taken a great ftep for the general

good, and prepared a glorious

epocha for his reign, by fixing, by

his example, the rights which

every belligerent power may,, and

ouo-ht to acknowledge to be due

to neutral vefiels. His hopes have

not been deceived, as the emprefs,

in avowing the ftridteft neutrality,

has declared in favour of a fyi^em

which the king is fupporting at

the price of his people's blood,

and that her majefty adopts the

fame rights as he would wifh to

make the bafis of the maritime

code.

If frefh orders were nece/Tary to

prevent the veflels of her Imperial

Majelty from being dillurbed in

theli' navigation by the fubjefts of

the khvg, his majefty would im-

mediately give them ; but the

EGISTER, 1780.

emprefs will no doubt be fatisfied

with the difpofitions made by his

majefty in the regulations he has

publilhed. They do not hold by
circumrtances only, but they are

founded on the right of nations,

and quite fultable to a prince

who finds the happinefs of his

own kingdom in that of general

profpcrity. The king wilhes her

Imperial Majefty would add to

the means (he has fixed to de-

termine what merchandizes are

reckoned contraband in time of

war, precife rules in the form of

the fea-papers with which the

Ruffian (hips will be furnifhed.

With this precaution, his ma-
jefty is affured nothing will hap-

pen to make him regret the hav-

ing put the Ruffian navigators on
as advantageous a footing as can

be in time of war. Happy cir-

cumftances have more than once

occurred to prove to the courts

how important it is for them to

explain themfelves freely relative

to their refpeflive interefts.

His majefty is very happy to

have explained his way of think-

ing to her Imperial Majefty upon
,

fo interefting a point for RuiTia,

and the trading powers of Europe.

He the more fincerely applauds

the principles and views of the

emprefs, as his majefty partakes

of the fame fentiments which have

brought her majefty to adopt

thofe meafures, which muft be to

the advantage of her own fubjefts,

and ail other nations.

Vtrfailles, Jpril zi^, 1780.

Anfvjer frotn the Kijig of Spain,

to the Declaration of the Emprefs

of RuHia.

THE king, being informed of

the cmprefs's fentiments with re-

fpe^l
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fped to the belligerent and neu-

tral powers, by a memorial re-

mitted to the Compre de Florida

Blanca, on the 15th inih by Mr,

Etienne de Zinowief, Miniller to

her Imperial Majefty : the king

[35^

followed captures and detentions
innumerable, and other difagree-
able conlequences, though in rea-
lity not fo prejudicial as pretend-
ed ; on the contrary, fome of thefe
detcnticns have turned to the ad-ilK-l ^1II^>.I'U* »»i-JN,..^ . ...- .....^ »...».. ..»..w ..^.^ kUill'.Vl lU lilt CiV-l»

confiders this as the elfedt of a vantage of the proprietors, as the

juft confidence which his majefty goods, being fold in the port

has on his part merited ; and it is where they were condemned, have
yet more agreeable that the prin- frequently gone off at a higher
ciples adopted by this fovereign price than they would have done at

Ihoulu be the fame as have always the place of their deltination.

guided the king, and which his The king, neverthelefs, not con-
majefty has for a long time, but \ented with thefe proofs of his

without fuccefs, endeavoured to juftification, which have been ma-
caufe England to obferve, while nifeft to all Europe, will this dajr

Spain remained neuter, Thefe have the glory of being the firft to

principles are founded in juftice, give the example of refpefting the

equity, and moderation ; and thefe neutral flag of all the courts that

fame principles Ruffia and all the have confented, or fhall confent,
other powers have experienced in to defend it, till his majeily finds

the refolutions formed by his ma- what part the English navy takes,

jefty ; and it has been entirely and whether they will, together
owing to the condutH; of the Eng- with their privateers, keep within
lifh navy, both in the lall and the proper bounds. And to (hew to

prefent war (a condud wholly all the neutral powers how much
fubverfive of the received rules a- Spain is deilrous of obferving the
mong neutral powers) that his fame rules in time of war as fhe

tnajelly has been obliged to follow was direfted by whilft neuter, his

their example; fince the Englifh majefty conforms to the other
paying no refpe£l to a neutral flag, points contained in the declaration
if the fame be laden with efTecls of RufTia. To be underftood, nc-
belonging to the enemy, even if verthelefs, that, with regard to
the articles fliould not be contra- the blockade of Gibraltar, the
band, and that flng not ufing any danger of entering fubfifts, as de-
means of defending iti'elf, there termined by the fourth article of
could not be any juft caufe why the fTid declaration. Thefe dan-
Spain Ihould not make reprifals, gerj may, however, be avoided
to indemnify hcrfelf for the great by the neutral powers, if they con-
difadvantages Ihe mufl oiherwife form to thofe rules of precautioa
labour under. The neutral pow- ellabliihed by his majefty's decla-
crs have alfo laid thcmfelves open ration of the 13th of lail March,
to the inconveniences they have which has been communicated to
fufFered, by furniihing thcrafelvcs the Court of Peterfburg by his
with double papers, and other minifter.

artifices, to prevent the capture Florida Blanca.
of their vclTels ; from which have Jt Aranjuez, 18 April, 17S0.

i Dicla-
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Declaration of the King of Den-
mark and Norway, to the Courts

c/" London, Verfailles, and Ma-
drid.

IF the moft exa6l and perfeft

iieutialicy, with the molt re-

gular navigation, and the moft

inviolable rcfpeft to treaties, could

have kept free the commerce of

the fubjeds of the King of Den-
mark and Norway from the in-

roads of the powers with whom
he is at peace, free and inde-

pendent, it would not be necef-

fary to take meafures to infure to

his fubjefts that liberty to which

they have the moft incontroverti-

ble right. The King of Denmark
has always founded his glory,

and his grandeur, upon the elleem

and confidence of other people.

It has been his rule, from the

beginning of his reign, to teftify

to all the powers, his friends, a

conduft the moft capable of con-

vincing them of his pacific inten-

tions, and of his defire to contri-

bute to the general happinefs of

Europe. His proceedings have

always been conformable to thefe

principles, againft which nothing,^

can be alledged ; he has not, till

now, addreifed himfelf, but to

the powers at war, to obtain a

redrefs of his griefs ; and he has

never wanted moderation in his

demands, noj' acknowledgments
when they have received the fuc-

cefs they deferved : but the neu-

tral navigation has been too often

molefted, and the moft innocent

commerce of his fubjefts too

frequently troubled ; fo that the

king finds himfelf obliged to take

proper meafures to affure to him-

i'elf and his alUes the fafety of

commerce and navigation, and

the maintenance of the infeparabic

rights of liberty and independence.
If the duties of neutrality are fa-

cred, the law of nations has alfo

its rights avowed by all impartial

powers, cftabliflied by cuftom, and
founded upon equity and reafon.

A nation independent and neuter,

does not lofe by the war of others

the rights which fhe had before

the war, becaufe peace exifts be-

tween her and all the belligerent

powers. Without receiving or

being obliged to follow the laws

of either of them, fhe is allowed

to follow, in all places (contra-

band excepted) the traffic which
fhe would have a right to do, if

peace exifted with all Europe, as

it exifts with her. The king pre-

tends to nothing beyond what the

neutrality allows him. This is

his rule, and that of his people;

and the king cannot accord to the

principle, that a power at war has

a right to interrupt the commerce
of his fubjefts. He thinks it due
to himfelf, and his fubjefls, faith-

ful obfervers of thefe rules, and
to the powers at war themfelves,

to declare to them the following

principles, which he has always
held, and which he will always
avow and maintain, in concert

with the Emprefs of all the Ruffias,

whofe fentiments he finds entirely

conformable with his own.
I. That neutral vefl'els have a

right to navigate freely from port

to port, even on the coafts of the

powers at war.

II. That the efFecls of the fub-

jedls of the powers at war Ihall be

free in neurral vefl'els, except fuch

as are deemed contraband.

III. That nothing is to be nn-
derftood under the denominations

of contraband, that is not ex-

i prefsly
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pYtCsly tnentiooed as fuch in the

third article of his treaty ofcom-
inerce with Great Britain^ in the

year 1670, and the 26th and 27th

articles of his treaty of commerce

•with France, in the year 1742 ;

sand the king will equally main-

tain thefe rules with thofe powers

with whom he has no treaty.

IV. That he will look upon

as a fort blocked up, into which

no vefiel can enter without evi-

dent danger, on account of veffels

of war ilationed there, which form

an effedual blockade.

V. That thefe principles ferve

for rules in procedure, and that

luftice fhall be expeditioufly ren-

dered, after the rules of the Tea,

conformably to treaty and ufage

received.

VI. His majefty does not hefi-

tate to declare, that he will main-
tain thefe principles with the ho-

nour of his flag, and the liberty

and independence of the com-
merce and navigation of his

fubjeds ; and that it is for this

purpofe he has armed a part of
his navy, although he \s defirous

to prefcrve, with all the powers
at war, not only a good under-

flanding, but all the friendfhip

which the neutrality can admit of.

The king will never recede from
thefe principles, unlcfs he is

forced to it : he knows the duties

iand the obligations, he refpedts

them as he does his treaties, and
defires np other than to maintain
them. His majefty is pcriuaded,
that the belligerent powers will

Acknowledge thejuftice of his mo-
tives ; that they will be as averfe as

himfelf todoingany thing that may
'opprefs the liberties of mankind,
and that they will give their or-

ders to their admiralty and to

Vol.. XXIJI.

their officers, conformably to the
principles above recited, which
tend to the general happinefs and
intereft of all Europe.

Copenhagen, July 8, I780.

Declaration of the King of Swedea
to thefame Courts.

EVER fincc the beginning of

the prefent war, the king
has taken particular care to mani-
feft his intentions to all Europe.

He impofed unto hiinfelf the law
of a perfetft neutrality ; he ful-

filled all the duties thereof, with

the moft fcrupulc'i"; exa£li*ude;

and in coniequence thereof, he
thought himl'elf entitled to all

the prerogatives naturally apper-

taining to the qualification of a

fovereign perfeflly neuter. But
notwithftanding this, his commer*
cial fubjeds have been obliged to

claim his proteftion, and his ma-
jefty has found himfeif under the

neceffity to grant it to them.

To eired this, the king ordered

lafi year a certain number of men
of war to be fitted out. He em-
ployed a part thereof on the coaftj

of his kingdom, and the reit

ferved as convoys for the S.vedifh

merchant fhips in the different feas

which the comnicrce of his fub-
jeds required them to navigate.

He acquainted the feveral belli-

gerent powers with thefe mca-
fures and was preparing to con-
tinue the fame during the courfe

of this year, when other courts,

who had likewife adopted a per-

fcft neutrality, communicatei
their fentiments unto him, \x>hi(.h

the king found entirely conform-
able to his own, and tending to

the faflic objcd.

[2J The
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•The Emprefs of Ruflia caufed

a declaration to be delivered to

the Courts of London, Verfailles,

and Madrid, in which Ihe acquaint-

ed them of her refolution to pro-

tect the commerce of her fubjefts,

and to defend the univerfal rights

and prerogatives of neutral na-

tions. This declaration was found-

ed upon fiich juft principles of the

law of nations and the fubfilling

treaties, that it was impoflible to

call them into queftion. The
king found them entirely concor-

dant with his own caufe, and
with the treaty concluded in the

vear 1666, between Sweden and
Prance ; and his majefty could

not forbear to acknowledge and
to adopt the fame principles, not

only with regard to thofe powers,

with whom the faid treaties are in

force, but alfo with regard to fuch

others as are already engaged in

the prefent war, or may be in-

volved therein hereafter, snd with

whom the king has no treaties to

reclaim. It is the univerfal law,

and when there are no particu-

lar engagements exifting, it be-

comes obligatory upon all na-

tions.

In confequence thereof, the king

declares hereby agairs, " That he

will obferve the feme neutrality,

and with the fame exaditnde as

he has hitherto done. He will

enjoin all his fubjefts, under ri-

gorous palnf, not to a£t in any

manner whatever contrary to the

duties which a ftrift neutrality

impofes unto them ; but he w.ill

eftedually proteft their lawful

commerce, by all pofHble means,

v/henever they carry on the fame,

conformably to the principles here

above mentioned.

Explanation nuhich the Court of
Sweden bas demanded, relati-ve

to the Prcpojal 'which the Court

of Ruflia has made for the reci-

procal Proteilion and Nwvigation

of their Subjects,

I. TTOW and in what manner

JlI a reciprocal proteftion

and mutual affillance lliail be
given.

II. Whether each particular

power fhail be obliged to proteft

the general commerce of the

whole, or if in the mean time it

may employ a part of its arma-
ment in the pro'-eftion of its own
particular commerce.

III. If feveral of thefe combined
fquadrons fhould meet, or, for ex-

ample, one or more of their vef-

fels, what fhall be the rule of
their conduft towards each other,

and how far fhall the neutral pro-

te(5tion extend.

IV. It feems effential to agree

upon the manner in which repre-

fentations fhall be made to the

powers at war, if, notwithftand-

ing our meafures, their fhips of
war, or armed vefTels, fhould con-

tinue to interrupt our commerce
in any manner. Muft thefe re-

monflrances be made in the gene-

ral name of the united powers, or

{hall each particular power plead

its own caufe only ?

V. Laftly, it appears efTentially

recefTary to provide againft this

poflible event, where one of the

united powers feeing itfelf driven

to extremities againll any of the

powers actually at war, fliould

claim the affillance of the allies in

this convention to do herjultice;

in what manner can this be belt

concerted ? A circumltance which
equally
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Squally requires a ftipulatlon, that

the reprifals in that cafe fliall not

be at the will of fuch party inju-

red, but that the common voice

Ihall decide : oiherwifc art indi-

vidul power might at its pleafure

draw the reft againft their incli-

nations and interefts into difagree-

able extremities, or break the

whole league^ and reduce matters

into their original ftate, which
would render the whole fruitlefs

and of no efFe£l.

Anf-j::r of the Court cyRuffia.

I. /% S to the manner in which

£\, protection and mutual af-

fiilance fhall be granted, it rauft

be fettled by a formal convention,

to which all the neutral powers

will be invited, the principal end
of which is, to infure a free na-

vigation to the merchant fhips

of all nations. Whenever fuch

vefTel fi"iall have proved from its

papers that it carries no contra-

band goods, the protedtio;! of a

fquadron, or veffels of war, fliall

be granted her, under whofc care

fne fliall put herfelf, and which
fhall prevent her being interrupt-

ed. From hence it follows i

If. That each power muft con-

cur in the general fecurity of

commerce. In the mean time,

the better to accomplifli this ob-

jeft, it will be necclfiry to fettle,

by means cf a feparate article,

the places and diftances which
may be judged proper for the fta-

tion of each power. From that

method will arife this advantage,
that all the fquadrons of the allies

will form a kind of chain, and be
able to afliit each other ; the par-

ticular arrangement to be confined

only to the knowledge of the al-

lies, though the convention in al!

other points, will be communica-
ted to the powers at war, accom-
panied with all the proteftations

of a ftridl neutrality,

Iir. It is undoubtedly the prin-

ciple of a perfeft equality, which

mult regulate this point. We
fhall follow the common mode
with regard to fafety. In cafe

the fquadrons Ihould meet and

engage, the commanders will con-

form to the ufages of the fea (tT'

vice, becaufe, as is obfervcd

above, the reciprocal protection,

under thefe conditions, ftiould be

unlimited.

IV. It feems expedient that the

reprefentations mentioned in this

article be made by the party ag-

grieved ; and that the minifters of

the other confederate powers fup-

port thofe remonftrances in the

moft forcible and efficacious man*
ner.

V. We feel all the importance

of this confideration ; and, to ren-

der it clear, it is necefTary to diltia-

guifh the cafe.

If any one of the allied powers

fiiould fufFer itfelf to be drawn ia

by motives contrary to the cita-

blifhed principles of a neutrality

and perfedt impartiality, Ihould

injure its laws, or extend their

bounds, it cannot certainly be ex-

pedted that the others fhould

efpoufe the quarrel ; on the con-

trary, fuch a conduct would be

deemed an abandoning the tiest

which unite them. But if the in-

fult offered to one of the allies

(hould be hoftile to the principles

adopted and announced in the

face of all Europe, or fhould bo

marked with the charatTker of hav

tred and animofity, infpired by

refcntment, thefe common mca-

[Z'\ 7. fures
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fares of the confederacy, which

have no other tendency than to

rnake, in a precife and irrevocable

manner, laws for the liberty of

commerce, and the rights of every

neutral nation, then it fhall be

lield indifpenfable for the united

powers to make a common caufe

of it (at fea only) without its

being a ground - work for other

operations, as thefe connexions

are purely maritime, having no

other obje(ft than naval commerce

and navigation.

From all that is faid above, it

evidently refults, that the com-
nion will of all, founded upon

the principles admitted and adopt-

ed by the contrading parties, muft

alone decide, and that it will al-

ways be the fixed bafis of the con-

du6l and operations of this union.

Finally, we fhall obferve, that

thefe conventions fuppofe no other

naval armament than what fhall

be conformable to circumftances,

according as thofe ihall render

them necefTary, or as may be

agreed. It is probable that

this agreement, once ratified and

eftabliihed, will be of the greatell

confequence ; and that the belli-

gerent powers will find in it fufH-

cient motives to perfuade them to

refpeft the neutral f^ag, and pre-

vent their provoking the refcnt-

ment of a refpertable communion,
founded under the aufpices of the

moft evident jullice, and the fole

idea of which is received with the

univerfal applaufe of all impartial

Europe.

Papers n.>:hich ivere ccmmnnicated

hy Sir Jofcph Yorke, ly exprefs

Orders from the King his Majier,

to his Serene Highne/s the Prince

Stadtholder, and 'which 'were taken

out of Mr. Laurens'/ Trunk.

•*~T~*HE following are the oat-

X, lines of a treaty of com-
merce, which, agreeably to the

orders and inflruflions of Mr.
Engelbert Francis Van Berkel,

Counfcllor and Penfionary of the

city of Amflerdam, directed to

me, John de Neufville, citizen of

the faid city of Amlterdam, I have

examined, weighed, and regu-

lated with William Lee, Efq;

commiffioner from the Congrefs,

as a treaty of commerce, deftined

to be or as might be concluded

hereafter, between their High.

MightinefTes the States- General

of the Seven United Provinces of

Holland, and the United States

of North America.
Done at Aix-la-Chapelle, the

4th of September, 1778.
Signed, John de Neufville.

I hereby certify that theabove is

a true copy.

Signed, SamuelW.Stokton.

No. r. Treaty ofAmity and Commerce

kefween the Republic of Holland

and the United States of Ame-
rica.

THE preamble recites, that

the faid contrafling ftates

of Holland and America, wilhing

to eftablifli a treaty of commerce,

have refolved to fix it on the bafis

of a perfcft equality, and the re-

ciprocal utility arifin5r from the

equitable laws of a free trade ;

provided that the contradling par-

ties fhall be at liberty to admit,

as they think good, other nations

to partake of the advantages ari-

fing from the faid trade. Actuat-

ed
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ed by the above equitable princi-

ples, the forcmentioned ccntrad-

ing parties have agreed on the

following articles :

Art. I. There (hall be a perma-

nent, unalterable, and univcrfal

peace and amity, eftabli(hed be-

tween their High Mighiineiles of

the Seven Provinces ofHolland, and

the United States of North Ameri-

ca ; as well as between their refpec-f

tive fubjeds, iflands, towns and

territories, fituate under the jarif-

diftion of the refpeclive ftates

above mentioned, and their inha-

bitants, without any diftinftion

whatfoever of perfons or fexe?.

11. The fubjefts of the United

provinces of Holland fhall be lia-

ble only to fuch duties as are paid

by the natives and inhabitants of

North America, in all the coun-

tries, ports, iflands, and towns

belonging to the faid Hates ; and

fhall enjoy the rights, liberties,

privileges, immunities and ex-

emptions in their trade and navi-

gation, common to the faid na-

tives and inhabitants, when the

fubjefts of Holland fhall have oc-

cafion to pafs from one American
ftate to another, as well as when
bound from thence to any part of

the world.

in. The privileges, &c. granted

by the foregoing article to the

States of Holland, are, by the

prefent, confirmed to the inhabit

tants of North America.
IV. The refpedlive fqbjecls of

th$ contradliog parties, as well as

the inh:jbvtants of the countries,

iflands, or towns belonging to the

faid parties, fliall be at liberty,

without producing a written per-

midion, private or. public pafs,

to travel by land or water, or ia

yi-h^aiever manner they thi^k Left,

through the kingdoms, territorier,

provinces, &c. or dominions what-
ever, of eithef of the confederat-

ed Hates, to have their free egrefs

and regrefs, to remain in the faid

places, and during the whole
time be at liberty to purchafe

every thing neceflary to their own
fubfiftence and ufe : they fliall alfo

be treated with every mark of re-

ciprocal friendftilp and favour.

Provided neverthelefs, that in

every circumftance they demean
themfelves in perfefl conformity

with the laws, flatutes, and or-

dinances of thofe faid kingdoms,

towns, kc. where they may fo-

journ ; treating each other with

mutual friendfhip, and keeping

up among themfelves the mod per-

fe£l harmony, hy means of a con-

flan t correfpondence.

V. The fubjefts of the contraft-

ing powers, and the inhabitants of

all places belonging to the faid

powers, fhall be at liberty to car-

ry their fhips and goods (fuch as

are not forbidden by the law of

the refpcftive ftates) into all ports,

places, &c. belonging to the faid

powers, and to tarry, without

any limitation of time : to hire

whole houfes, or in part : to buy
and purchafe from the manu-
fadurer or retailer, either in the

public markets, fairs, &c. all

forts of goods and merchandize

rot forbidden by any particular

law : to open warehoufes for the

fale of goods and effe£ls imported

from other parts : nor (hall they

be at any time forced againlt thor

confent, to bring the faid goods

and ware to the markets and

fairs
;
provided, neverthelefs, that

they do not difpofe of them by
retail, or ellewhere : they fhali

not, however, be liable to any tax

[2] ,v «T
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or dutier, on this or any other ac-

count, except thofe only which

are to be paid for their (hips or

ooods, according to the laws

and cuftoms of the reipeaive

ftates, and at the rate ftipulated

by the prefent treaty. Moreover,

they (hall be entirely at liberty to

depart, without the leaft hin-

drance, (this extends alfo to their

wives, children, and fuch fer-

vants who may be defirous to fol-

low their mailer) and to take

with them all goods bought or

imported at any time ; and for

fuch places as they may think

proper, by land, or fea, or rivers,

or lakes ; all privileges, laws,

conceflions, im.munities, &c. to

the contrary notwithrtanding.

VI. In regnrd to religious wor-

Ihip, the molt unb unded liberty

fhall be granted to the fubjefts of

the faid confederate ftates, for

themfelves and families. They
fhall not be compelled to frequent

the churches^ &c. but fha|l have

full liberty to perform divine kr-

vice, after their own manner,

without any moleftation in either

church or chapel, or private

houfes (apertis forilus). It is

farther provided, that any fubjeft

of one of the contradling powers

dying in any place belonging to

the other, fhall be interred in de-

cent ^nd convenient places, al-

lotted for that purpofe, and, in

fine, that no infult fliall, at any

time, or in any manner whatever,

be offered to the dead or interred

bodies,

VII. It is farther agreed and

fettled, that in all duties, im-

pofts, taxes, &c. laid on goods,

perfons, merchandize, &c. of each

and every fubjed of ihe contrad:-

jng powers, under any denomina-

tion whatfoever, the faid fubjeds,

inhabitants, &c. fnnll enjoy equal

privileges, franchiies, imm unities,

either in the courts of juftice,

and in every matter of trade,

commerce, or any other cafe, and
fhall be treated with the fame
favour and diftinftion hitherto

granted, or hereafter to be granted

to any foreign nation vvhatioever.

VIII. Their High MightinefTes,

the States General of the Seven
United Provinces, fhall ufe the

moll efHcacious means in their

power, to protedl the (hips and
goods belongmg to any of the

United States of America, be
they private or public property,

when in the ports, roads, or feas

adjoining the faid idands, ^jc. be-

longing to their faid High Mighti-

nefTes, and to u(e all their endea-

vours to bring about a refcitution

to be made to the owners, or their

agents, of all vefl'els and goods
captured within their jurifdic-

tion ; and the (hips of war be-

longing to their faid High iVligh-

tinelTcs fliall take under their

protection, and convoy the fhips

belonging to the faid American
States, or any of the fubjetls or

inhabitants thereof, following the

fame courfe, and defend the faid

fliips as long as they fail in com-
pany, againfl all attacks, violence,

or opprelTion, in like manner as

they are in duty bound to defend

the fliips of their High Mighti-

nefles the Seven United Provinces

of Holland.

IX. By this article, the fame

obligation is laid on the Ameri-
can States, in favour of the fhip»

ping, &c. belonging to thofe of
Holland.

X. Their High MightinefTes

the States of Holland Ihali inter-

pofcj
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pofe, and employ their good offi-

ces in favour of the faid Ameri-

can States, their fubjedls and in-

habitants, with the Emperor of

Morocco, the Regencies of Al-

giers, Tunis, and Tripoli, and

all along the coafl of Barbary and

Africa, and with the fubje£ls of

the faid powers, that the fhips,

&c. of the faid American States,

be as much as poffible, and to the

beft advantage, protedled againft

the violences, infuits, depreda-

tions, &c. of the abovef.iid princes

and fubjefts on the coall of Bar-

barv and Africa.

XI. It (hall be permitted and

granted to each and every fubjeft

and inhabitant of the contracting

powers, to leave, bequeath, or

difpofe of, in cafe of ficknefs, or

at their death, all elfeds, goods,

merchandifes, ready money. Sec.

being their property, at or before

their deceafe, in any town, ifland,

&c. belonging to the refpedlive

contradling powers, in favour of

fuch pcrfon or perfons, as they

may think proper. Moreovfr,
whether the faid fubjeiSls fhould

die after having made fuch wills,

or inteltate, their lawful heirs, ex-

ecutors, or adminiftraiors, dwell-

ing in any part of the pofleflions

of the contra(51ing powers, or

aliens coming from other coun-
tries, (hall be at liberty, without
hindrance or delay, to claim,

and take pofleflion of, all fuch

goods and effed^s, conformably to

the refpi'flive laws of each coun-
try. Nor (hall their right be dif-

puted, under pretence of any pre-

rogative, peculiar to any fcparate

province, or perlbn whatloever.

Provided, neverthelefs, that the

claim to the eftecls of a perfon

who died inteltate, be fupported

by fuch proofs as the laws of ei-

ther of the contrading powers
have provided in fuch cafes ; all

laws, llatutcs, edicts, Jroiis <i'Ju-

baine, Sec. to the contrary notwith-
fianding.

XII. The e(recl;s and property
of the fubjefls of either of the
contracting powers, dying in any
town, ifland, &c. belonging to

the other, (hall be fequellered for

the ufe of the lawful heirs and
fuccelFors of the deceafed. The
council, or public miniftcr of the

nation, to whicli the perfon thus

dying belonged, (hall take an in-

ventory of all fuch goods, e(Feiris,

papers, v/ritings, and books of ac-

counts of the deceafed. The faid

inventory to be delivered into the

hands of three merchants of knov/n
and approved integrity, who Ihall

be nominated for the purpofe of
acting as trudees to the heirs, exe-
cutors, &c. or creditors of the

deceafed : nor (hall any court of
judicature interfere, unlefs the faid

heirs, &c. fhould require it in the

due courfe of law.

Xlir. The rcfpedive fubjeds of
the contracting parties, (hall be at

liberty to chodfe for themfeives

advocates, atiornies, notaries, fo-

licitors, and agents ; to this end,
that fuch advocates, &c. fhall, by
the judges of the courts aforefaid,

be called in, if the faid judges
Ihould, by the parties, be required
fo to do.

XIV. The merchants, com-
manders, or owners of (hips, failors

of every denomination, (hips or
ve(rels, efFeifts, and goods in ge-
neral, belonging to either party

or any of its fubjeds or inhabi-

tants, fhall, at no time, for any
private or public purpofe, by vir-

tue of any cdid whatfoever, be

[2] 4. taken.
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taken, or detained in the coun-

tries, ports, iilands, Sec. belong-

ing to either of the contrafting

parties, to be employed in the

fervice, to forward military expe-

ditions, or any other purpofe
j

and much lefs for the private ufe

of any one, by violence, or other

means made ufe of to moleit or

infult the faid fubjefls. It is far-

ther ftridly forbidden to the faid

fabjedls, on both fides, not to taice

away, 'violently, the property of

each other; but, the ccnfent of

the proprietor once obtained, they

{hall be at liberty to purchafe,

paying ready money for the fame.

This article, however, is not to

be underftood as extending to fach

cafes, where the feizure fhall be

made, or the embargo laid by the

authority of the legiflative power

for debts incurred, or crimes com-

mitted, which fhall be tried by the

due courfe of law.

XV. It is farther provided an4

agreed, that all m.erchants, com-
raanders of fhips, and other fub-

jefls belonging to their High
MightinelTes the States of the Se-

ven United Provinces, fhall re-

gulate their private affairs by
themfelves, or by fuch agents as

they may chufe, in all and every

place within the jurifdii^lion of the

United States of America: nor

fhall they be compelled to employ,

or pay any interpreter or broker,

but fuch as they think fit to ap-

point. Moreover, in the lading,

or unlading of fhips, the maflers

fhall not be obliged to employ
perfons appointed for that pur-

pofe, by public authority; but

fhall be at full liberty to do it

themfelves, or call in the afTiflance

of any one they fhall chufe, with-

oat Lcjng liable to pay any fee or

retribution to any body elfe. Nei-
ther fhall they be compelled %d

land any particular merchandize,

to put them on board other fhips,

to take others on board their

o-wn, without their free confent

;

or to remain laden longer thaii

they fhall think proper. The
fubjedts and inhabitants of the

United States of America, fhall

fully enjoy the fame privileges in

all the dominions of the States of
Holland.

' •

XVI. In cafe any difpute or

controverfy fhould arife between

the mafter of a fliip and his crew,

belonging to one of the two na-

tions, and theri in any port within

the dominions of the other, con-

cerning the payment of wages,

or any other matter to be deter-

mined by the civil law, the ma-
girtrate of fuch p:^rt, or place,

fhall only require the defet^.dant

to deliver to the plaintiff, a de-

claration under his hand, and wit-

nefl'ed by the faid magillratej

by which the faid defendant fhall

bind himfelf to appear, and an-

fwer the complaint laid againfl

him, before a competent judge in

his own country. This being doncp

the faid crew fliall not be permit-

ted to leave the fhip, or prevent

the mafier from following his

courfe. The merchants of either

nation fhall be authorifed to keep
their books in what language and
manner they may think Lell, with-

out the leaft hindrance or molell-

ation. But, in cafe it fhould be

necefiai-y, in order to fettle a

point of law, for them to produce
their books, they (hail bring them
into court for examination ; iii

fuch a manner, however, that nei-

ther the judge, nor any one elfcj

whaifoever, fhall be permitted ta

perufe
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perufe any article in the faid of the cargo not prohibited by the

books, but fuch as may be abfo- treaty, fhall not be detained, un-

lutely neceflary to afcertain the der the pretence of part of the lad-

^jthenticity and reorularlty of the ing being condemned, and much
faid books. Nor fhall any one, lefs confifcated as lawful prizes,

under any pretence whatever, pre- But, in cafe part of the cargo

fume to force the faid books and fhould conAll of the faid prohi-

writings from the owners, or de- bited goods, and the mailer of the

tain them : cafes of bankruptcy fhip fhall confent to deliver them
alone excepted. up immediately, then the captor,

XVII. The fhips of either na- having taken out of the faid fhip

tiort, bound to the refpedive ports, the prohibited goods, lliall permit

JDiall, upon a juft caufe of being the mailer to continue his courfe

fufpected, either in regard to their to the place of his deltinatiop.

:

deitinacion or their cargoes, be yet, if all the prohibited goods
obliged to produce, either at fea, could not be taj^en on board the

in the road?, or ports, rot only captor, the latter fhall, notwith-

their paffpdrts, but alfo certificates, {landing the mailer's free tender

witnetfing that the goods they have of the faid goods, bring the for-

on board are not prohibited by the mer into the nearell port, where
relpeftive laws. it fhall be produced in manner

XVIII. If, upon fuch certifi- aforefaid.

cates being produced, the ex- XIX. It is agreed on the con-
amining party fhould difcoverthat trary, that all efledls, &c. of any
fome of the goods mentioned in fubjeft of either flate, found oa
the bills of lading are prohibited any fhip taken from an enemy,
by this treaty, or bound to fome fuch €fFe(fls, Sec.'' though they be
port belonging to the enemy; in not prohibited by any article of
fuch cafe it fhall not be lawful to this treaty, fhall be confidered as

break into any part of the Ihip, lawful prize, and be difpofed of
or force any trunk, boxes, bar- as if they belonged to the enemy :

rels, &c. nor even to difplace any (except only in cafe the war fhould
part of the cargoes (whether fuch not have been proclaimed, or not
ihip belongs to Holland or Ame- come to the knowledge of the

nca) to come at the faid goods, proprietors of the faid effeds, &c.)
which are not in any ways" to be which, in fuch cafes onlv, fhal!

fearched until they are landed in not be liable to be confiicated,

prefence of fome officers of the but be immediately returned to

Admiralty-courc, who fhall enter the owners without any delay,
a verbal proccfs about them. Nor upon their mr.king good their

fnall it be permitted to fell, ex- claim; provided, neverthclefs, that
change, or adulterate the faid the faid goods are not of the
goods in any wife, till the law kind which are prohibited ; nor
-fha^l have taken its courfe, and will it be lawful to fln'p them af-

thc matter be determined by the tcrwards, for any of the enemy'i
fentence of the refpedive Admi- ports: the two contrading par-
ralty- courts, pronouncing them ties agreeing, moreover, that iix

feiaable ; the fliip and other parts months, from the date of a decla-

ration
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ration of war, will be coniidered

as a fufficient notice to the fub-

jefts'of either State, whatever

quarter of the world they may
come from.

XX. In order to provide farther

for the fafety of the fubjeds on

both fides, that neither of the

parties m-y be annoyed by the

armed (hips or privateers belong-

ing to the other, during the courfe

of a war, particular injundlions

fliall be laid upon the commanders
of {hips and privateers, &c. &c.

to the refpeftive fubjects of the

con trailing powers, not to vex or

ofter any moiL-lLition to any one

of them ; and, in cafe "of failure

herein, the offending party fhall

be punilhed, and compelled to

make good the damage, their per-

fons and fortunes anfwering for

the fame.

XXI. All {hips and efFeds re-

taken from privateers or pirates,

fhall be carried into fome of the

ports belonging to either State,

and returned to the owners, upon

th^ir giving fatisfadlory proofs of

their right to the faid recap-

tures.

XXII. It fhall be lawful for all

commanders of (hips of war, pri-

vateers, &c to carry off freely all

fhips and effedls taken from the

enemy, without being fubjedl to

pay any duty or duties to the Ad-
miralty or other courts; nor fhall

fuch prizes be liable to be detain-

ed or feized upon in any of the

ports of the refpedtivc States: the

fearching officers fhall not be per-

mitted to vifit or fearch the faid

prizes : the captors whereof will

be at liberty to put back to fea,

and convoy the prizes wherever

they are diredled to be carried ; as

fpecided in the orders given to

the commanders of fuch fhips»

privateers. Sec. which they fhal!

be obliged to produce. But all

the ports of both States (hail be
(liut againft all prizes made on the

fubjects of either : ahd in cafe

fuch prizes and captors fliould be
driven to fome of the faid port?,

by Urefs of weather, every means
(hall be employed to haften their

departure,

XXIII. In cafe any fliips, boats,

&c. Kiould be wrecked or other-

wile damaged on the coafts of ei-

ther of the contradling Staves, all

aid and affiftance fhall be given to

the diilrefTed crews, to whom paf-

fes and free conduct fnall be grant-

ed for their return into their own
country.

XXIV. If a (hip or (hips, either

of war, or employed for the pur-
pofe of trading, by one of the

States, fhould, by ilrefs of wea-
ther, imminent danger from pi-

rates, enemies. Sic. be compelled
to take (heher in any ports, ri-

vers, bays, &c. belon,'";ing to the

other, they fhall be treated with
all humanity, friendfhip, and
mo!l cordial proteftion. Leave
ftiall be granted them to take in

provifions and refre(hments at a

reafonable rate, and to purchafe

whatever they may (land in need

of, either for themfelves or for

the purpofe of repairing the da-

mage they may have fuffered, and
alfo for the continuation of their

voyage. No obftacle whatever fliall

be laid in their way to ftop or de-

tain them in any of the faid ports,

&c. whence they fhall be at liber-

ty to fail, whenever they may
think fit.

XXV. In order to put com-
merce in the moft ilourilhing Hate,

it is agreed, that, in cafe a war
ibould
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ftoald at any time break out be-

tween the contrading parties, fix

months fhall be allowed to the

refpective fubjefls for them to re-

tire with their families and pro-

pertv, to whatever place they may
judge proper; alfo to be at liber-

ty, during the above fpace of

time, to fell or otherwife difpofe

of their goods and chattels, with-

out the ieall: hindrance or molefta-

tion. But, above all, it is pro-

vided, that the faid fubjerts ihall

not be detained, by arrellmcnt or

feizure. On the contrary, during

the aforefaid fix months, the re-

ipeftive States, and their fubjefts,

or inhabitants, Hi all have good

and fpeedy juftice done to them;

Co that, during the faid time,

they may recover their goods and

effedf, whether they be in the

public funds, or in private hands.

And if any part thereof (hould hap-

pen to be embezzled, or that any

infult or wrong fhould have been

offered to the fubjeds, kc. of either

State, the offending party fliall

give the immediate and convenient

latisfaftion for fuch embezzlement,

wrong, or infult.

XXVr. The fubjeas. Sec. of

either State fhall abltain from re-

quiring or accepting any com-
mifTions or letters of marque from

any power then at war with either

of faid States, fo as to command
armed fliips againft either, and to

their detriment; and if any indi-

vidual, belonging to either, fliould

fail herein, he (hall be dealt with

as being guilty of piracy.

XXVII. It Ihall not be lawful

for any privateer, not belonging

'to either of the contracting par-

ties, which might be furnilhed

\vith commiflions, or letters of

[3^3
marque from any power, in ac-
tual enmity with either of them,
to fit out their fhips in any pore
belonging to the faid States,

therein fell their prizes, or make
in any wife an exchange of their

faid fhips, merchandize, goods,
or efFeflb, being the whole or pare
of the cargo contained in the
aforefaid captures. Nor fhall th-
faid commanders be permitted to

take in provifions, but jud as niuch
as will enable them to reach a port,

nearell to the dominion of their

employer?.

XX'VIH. Subjeds and inhabi-
tants of both the contrading par-^

ties fiiall be at liberty to navigate
their fhips (without any diftinc-

tion of owners, to whom the car-
go or cargoes may belong) from
all ports whatever belonging to
the powers, that then are, or af-

terwards may be in amity with,

either of the aforementioned
States; as alfo to trade in their

way to or from fuch places, ports,

and towns belonging to the ene-
mies of either party, whether ths
faid place be within the jurifdic-

tlon of one or more powers. Ic

is alfo hereby flipulated, that the
freedom of fhipping will be ex-
tended to the cargoes belonginnr

to the refpedivc lLibjc(fls or inha-
bitants of the faid States, though
the whole, or part of the faid

cargo fhould be the enemy's pro-
perty. Thh privilege is alfo to

be conilructed as extending to all

perfons whatever, on board the
faid fhips (the military in the ene-
my's fervice only excepted) as

well as contraband goods.

XXIX. This article contains a
large enumeration of the goods
prohibited to be carried to the

enemy.
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rnemy, which comprehends all

xnanncr of warlike ftores. It gives

2iIfo an account of fuch goods as

may be lawfully exported, name-
ly cloathing and other matiufac-

tared goods of wool, cloth, filks,

&c. &c. the matters employed in

manufafturing the fame
;

gold

and filver either coined or in bul-

lion, all forts of metals, corn, and

feeds, fpices, tobacco, meat, fdlt

or fmoaked, and every kind of

eatables ; in fine, ftiip timber,

fails, cativks, and every effeft

whatevev not fafliioned ia the

jhape of any tool or warlike in •

ftrument ufu ally employed in war,

either by Tea or land : all the afore-

faid goods and wares, (hall at no

time be looked upon as contra-

band, and may be carried by the

fubjefts and inhabitants of th^

confederate States, even to places

belonging to the enemy then at

war with either party, excepting

only fuch towns and places, which

might happen to be befieged, fur-

rounded or blocked up at the lime

of flipping off, for t}ieir ufe, the

faid wares and goods.

XXX. In order to prevent all

ctiffenfion and difficulty which

jmight arife between the fubjefts

cf either State, in cafe one of

them fhould go to war with feme

other power or powers, the Ihip-

ping, &c. beionging to the other

party, ihall be provided with let-

ters or pafies, fpecifying the name,

cargo, and burthen ot the fiiip.

Together with the captain or

miller's name, and the place of

J!i? re/idence : that thu^ it may ap-

pear that the /hip, S:c. belongs

truly to the faid fubjects arid in-

habitants. The fiid pafs to be

worded as fhall be mentioned at

ihn end of this prefent treaty.

Tliefe letters, or pafTes, fhall bo
renewed every year, if the bearers

fhould return to the fame port

within that time. It is farther

agreed, that befides the aforefaid.

pafi"e§ certiiicates fhall 'be given,

mentioning every part of the car-

goes, the relpedive peaces from
and to which fuch fhips may be
bound. The faid certificates to

be drawn up in the ufual form,
before the olHcers of the place

from whence the faid fhips are to

fail ; and the faid ofhcers lliall be
at liberty to mention, by name,
if they think it expedient, the

owners of the cargo or cargoes.

XXXI. The commanders Of
owners of fhips beionging to the

contrafting parties, entering into

any of the roads of either of the.

faid States, who may not think
prcper to enter into port ; or,

when e&tered, will not chufe to

unload either the v/hole or part of
their cargo, fhall not be compelled
to declare in what it confifls, un-
lefs a well grounded fufcicion

fliould arife, on fome evideat cir-

cumflances, of their being laden

fo? the enemy, or carrying froni

one of the confederate States, to

the other, any prohibited goods j

in which cafe, fuch commanders,
owners, or inhabitants, Oiall be

obliged to Ihew their paffports and.

certificates, drawn up in t;he man.
net hercAfter mentioned.

XXXII. When the fhips, be-

longing to either State, failing

coaflways, or othcrwjff?, fhall be.

met by the {>iip3 of vyar, priva-

teers. Sec of t]i,e other party, in,

order to prevent mifchief, the lat-

ter fhall keep out of the. reach ofj

the guns, ihoL^gh it will be la-.y-

ful for them to fend their boats to

board the a'bovel'uld merchantmen.
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T»ot fufFering above two or three

Ynen at a time to get on board to

them. The mafter, or commander
of the faid (hips, fhall prefent his

paffports, conformably to the te-

nor hereafter recited. After which,

the faid (hip, or merchantman,
Ihall be at full liberty to continue

its voyage, without being fearch-

cd, chacfed, or obliged to alter

its courfe, or otberwife molelled,

under any pretence whatfoever.

XXXIIi. It is farther agreed,

that all goods and elFefts what-

ever, being once put on board of
a fhip, or (hips, belonging to

either of the contrailing parties,

fnall not be liable to a fecond

vifit, or fearch, a("ter having un-

dergone that which muft precede
the lading of fuch (hips ; as all

prohibited goods muft be Hopped
on the very fpot, before they are

fuft'ered to be carried on board the

fliips belonging to either party;
the fame not being liable to any
other kind of embargo for the

aforefaid caufe. And the fubjedts

of either (late, where fuch effecls

fhall, or Ihould have been feized

upon, (hall be puniftied for im-
porting the fame, according tc the

manner provided by the laws,
cuftoms, and ordinances of his

own native country.

XXXIV. The contrafling par-
ties mutually agree, that they
fliall be at liberty to have their

Tefpe(5Hve confuls, vice - confuls,
commiiraries, and other agents,
appointed by, and fjr each party.
Their functions and officers fha!l

be regulated by a partiruhr con-
vention, whenever either of the
contracting powers (hall think pro-
per to appoint fuch ofiicers.

Here follows the form of the
piQ'pon and certifisate, the in-

9

tention and purport of which,
nie fufficiently explained ift the
XXXth article of this treaty.

No. II. Copy of a Letter to his Exm
celhncy B. Franklin, Ej'a. at

Paris.

Sir,

AS your Excellency and th«

Right Honourable Congrefs
will certainly be already coni-
pletely informed of my interview,

at Aix- la- Chapelle, with Mr.
William Lee, about a twelve-

month ago, in the prefence of
Mr. 'William Stokton ; and as he
is fl^ortly to arrive himfelf, I have
made no difficulty, and it gives me
even much fatisfaftion, to expofi;

unto him fome trifling alteraricns,

of no great confequence, which
are thought necefTary to be made
in the plan of the treaty of com-
merce, which is now to be looked
ever afrelh..

The differences conPil: cnly ia
fupprefling, in the fixth artick,

all that is mentioned there con-
cerning religion ; and, in Ud.^ it

is abfolutely not proper, that any
mention thereof (hould bs made
between ^^lo repuklicSf the conRi-
tutions and fundamental iawi? of
which plead aloud for a peif^^l

liberty of confcience.

The tenth article, concerning
the Barbarian powers, is bindinvr

on both (ides, in cafe the (ame
(hould take place any time here-
after.

The other fuppreilions which
are thought necefiary in the ar-

ticles VIH, XXII, and XXVif,
are for the gre.itelt part eftablilhed

to prevent objections. For this

rea(bn, tbe latter part of the fighth

article has been fupprefled, wncre
it is faid, and their Jhips cf nvar,

9r
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or convoys, failing under autho-

rity, &c.
It has likewife been thought

proper to fupprefs the latter pirt

of the XX' !d article, which begins

with theic words, on the contrary,

Ko afylum cr refuge Jhall be grant-

ed, (£c.

The XXVIIth article at pre-

sent fcatids thus : It foall not be

luRvfid for any priuateer, holding

any corrtmijjions or letters of tnarque,

from any prince or pon.ver, in --war

nuiih any of the high contraSiing

farties, to fit out their fnps in the

forts belonging to either of the con-

iracting parties, nor therein to fell

their prizes, nor to exchange in any

ether manner 'Whate-ver, the Jhips,

goods, and merchandizes, being ei-

ther the ivhole, or part of the cargo,

contained in thefaid captures.

Thefe are the meafures that have

been taken to eftablifh the bafis of

this treaty ; and from a particular

regard for the right honourable

congrefs, having by us a copy of

the treaty, fuch as it was drawn up

at firft, and fuch as it Hands at

prefent, we thought it our duty

to inform your Excellency of the

ftate in which this important affair

IS at prefent, and which we fhall

always be ready to forward with

the fame zeal with v.hich it has

been begun.
Mr. Stokton will likewife in-

form your Excellency of fome

other affairs, which ftand in need

of fome explanations.

Wiihing that the union of the

7'vjenty States may foon be efcab-

lifhed upon a permanent footing,

we remaivT, with the molt perfect

confideration and elteeni.

Your Excellency's

moil humble and
moit obedient fervants,

JOHN DE Neufville and Son.
Amfltrdam, July 28, 1 779.

P. S. Mr. Stokton will be (o

kind, and he is very well informed,

to give your Excellency and the

right honourable Congrefs all the

information neceffary with regard

to the plan propofed by Colonel

Dircks.

No. Iir. A Letter from Mr. J. Wi
Stokton, to the Rei>. Dr. Wi-
therfpoon. Member of Congrefs

,

dated Amilerdam, April 14,

1779.

Sir,
UNDER the perfoafion that

you would not be difpleafed

with me, I have taken the liberty

of writing feveral letters to youg

fince the month of May lall, hav-

ing, iince that time, at the requi-

fition of VV. Lee, Efq. executed

the functions of fecretary to the

American commifiion, at the courts

of Vienna and Berlin, and I am
at prefent on the point of return-

ing to America with the firlt con-

voy. I fend this letter to Mr.
Adams, who is fet out, a fevvr

weeks ago, from Paris for Nantz,
where he propofes to embark on
board the frigate 1' Alliance, which,

it is thought, will be ready in a

few days to fail for Bofton.

I fhould certainly have taken my
paflage on board the faid frigate

with him, if it had been polTible

to convey my eiFedls, which are

flili here on fnore, foon enough to

Nantz. i muft, therefore, now
wait for another favourable op-

portunity, and I beg the favour

of you to acquaint my brother

thereof, having lately written to

him, to that effeft, by the pre-

ceding opportunity of a veflel. I

have endeavoured, as much as pof-

fible, to acquire a thorough know-
ledge of the true and exadl ftate of

J political
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political afFairs here, confidering

the intereft America has therein ;

and I flatter myfelf to have the

bed informations in that relpea.

As a member of the congrefs,

you will certainly have feen, before

now, the pran of a treaty of amity

and commerce, as deftined to be

concluded hereafter between the

States of Holland and the United

States of North America, feveral

copies thereof having been fent to

America fome time ago. That
plan was figned on the 4th of Sep-

tember laft, on the part of the

city of Amilerdam, by John de

Neufville, Efq; properly deputed

for that purpofe by the penfionary

and burgomalkrs of the faid city,

and by W. Lee, Efq; commiffioner

from the Congrefs, to whom the

propofitions for the faid treaty

were made through the channel

of the faid Mr. de Neufville: but

as the charader of that gentleman
will probably be unknown to you,

I think it proper to mention here,

that he is one of the principal mer-
chants of Amfterdam. He has ma-
nifefted much zeal for the true in-

tereft of his country, of which he
feems to have the mofl juft ideas

;

and he has often declared to me,
that it is much nearer related to

the commercial intereils of Ame-
rica and France, than to that of
Great-Britain. The condufl of

this merchant, arifmg from that

principle, and befides that, from
a principle ftill more prevalent,

namely, that of promoting the

iuccefs of the efforts for the li-

berty of each country, will, I

-hope, always be uniform, and
will prove favourable to the caufe

of America. Confequently, I

make no doubt, that the com-
mercial people of America will

8

give him the preference in their
future connections, as a Dutch
merchant and their friend. This
merchant has likewife engaged
himfelf. by his fignature to the
faid plan, being properly autho-
rifed to that effed by the regency
of Amfterdam, that as long as
America fhall not acl contrary to

the intereft of the States of Hol-
land, the city of Amfterdam will

never adopt any meafure that may
tend to oppofe the intereft of Ame-
rica ; but will, on the contrary,

ufe all its influence upon the States

of the Seven United Provinces of
Holland, to effed the defired con-
nexion. I need not mention to

you the great importance of the

city of Amfterdam, in the poli-

tical aftairs of the States-General

:

you are too well acquainted with
the hiftory and ftate of all coun-
tries, to make this neceffary. Bat
the lefs informed politicians will

be aftonillied to learn, that Am-
fterdam pays two - thirds of the

quota part of Holland, and that

the Province of Holland alone

bears two-thirds of the charges of
all the Seven United Provinces,

The regency of this city has hi-

therto remained faithful and con-
Itant in their engagements, and
will, if I am not millaken, always
continue the fame, and perftft

therein invariably.

The patriotic party in Holland
has had much trouble to thwart
the defigns of the prince of
Orange, or, to fay the fame thing
in another manner, of the Englilh
party.

The court of Great Britain has

a great influence upon the delibe-

rations of this country, through
the channel of the prince of
Orange, who is a relation to the

king
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king of Great. Britain, and who is

fuppoled to have the fame views

as the former, with regard to the

liberties of the people.

He has fome of the lefs confi-

derable provinces fo much in his

intereft, chat this, above all, dares

not, as yet, ref-jfe his demands ;

and confcq»>ent!y the deputies of

ihefe provinces have referved their

tonfeiit, and divers refolutions,

which the province of Holland

would otherwife have taken long

ago, to the advantage of America:

but, unfortunately for us, in this

moment, the unanimity of the

States is neceflary in moft cf their

refolutions.

The fpifited condu6l which

France has lately adopted, in de-

claring that fhe would feize all

Dutch Ihips trading with Great-

Britain, excepting thofe of Am-
flerdam and Haerlem,foon brought

back the cities of Rotterdam, Dort,

and others. Thefe, fearing tb fend

their velTels to fea, and perceiving

that the people began to murmur,

were obliged to accede to the refo-

lution, by which the deputies of

all the other cities of the province

of Holland had confented to grant

convoys to their veflels, without

even excepting thofe articles of

commerce, for which England

had continually felled the Dutch

Ihips, ever fince the beginning of

the war with France.

guch is the aftual (late of affairs

here ; and every politician is at

prefent impatient to know what

Spain intends to do, which has

fome time fmce made very confi-

jierable preparations for war.

The poft for Prance is Upon

its departure J I muft, therefore,

conclude this letter. I find in

tjtie Englifli newfpapers, that your

GISTER, 178O0

fermon on the day of a genera!
fall, has undergone a fifth edition-

in London. I beg the favour of
you to afTure your family of my re-

fpefts, and to acquaint my friend$

that 1 am very well, and that, I

intend to return foon to America,
• 1 remain, with much refpe^
and efteem. Sir,

Your mod faithful friend,

and humble fervant,

(Sighed) j. W. Stokton.
To thie Rev. Mr. Witherfpoon, D. Di,

No, IV. J Letter from Colonel

Dircks, to the Hoii^ Henry Lau-
rens, E/q.

Phila'delpkiaj Dec. 1 3, 1779^

Sir,
A-r~N H E remembrance of your

j_ Excellency's kind reception,

and the friendfhip which I expe-

rienced from yoj, at the time of

my departure for Holland, about

a twelvemonth ago, engages me,
in hearing that your Excellency

is upon departing for my country,

to form the befl wifhes for your
fuccefs. I am forry, that I ani

come too late to town, which de-

prives me of the happinefs of hav-

ing an interview with your Ex-
cellency, refpeding the afFairs of

Holland.

I have been in Holland only

with a view of uniting the two
countries for their reciprocal hap-

pinefs ; and I have fucceeded as

well as the different circuhallailces

would permit.

I beg the favour that you will

be pleafed to take charge of the

herein inclofed letters for my wor-

thy friends and countrymen, the

Barons Van der Capellen, from

whom, and their friends, I flattei-.

my '.elf
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myrelf that your Excellency will

foon learn, that by my conduft

1 have gained feveral hearts, which

are now nobly and zealoufly in-

clined for the affairs and the caufe

of the Americans. I wifh that

this beginning may in the courfe

of time produce many happy
events, for the mutual advantage

of both countries.

I take the liberty of joining

jhere a lift of the names of ihofe,

who are altogether the worthy

friends of America. I pray God
to conduft your Excelleijcy, and
to grant you the moft perfedl fuc-

cefs. This is the fincere wifli of

my heart.

I remain with the greatcft con-

iideration and efleem, Sir,

Your Excellency's

moft obedient and
moll humble fervant,

(Signed) J. G. DiRCKS.

Lift of Names.

Henry Hooft Danielfz, ancient

burgomaller of Amfterdam.
Daniel Hooft Danielfz, fecre-

tary to the regency of Amfter-
dam.
Van Berkel, counfellor and

penfionary of the city of Amfter-
dam.

John de Ncufville and fons,

one of the principal commercial
houfes of Amfterdam.

N. B. The laft c^n inform your
Excellency of all the commercial
houfes which are our friend?.

The burgomafter Hoofc Da-
nielfi can inform your Excellency
which are the gentlemen of the
regency in the intcreft of Ame-
rica.

And the Barons Van der Ca-
pellen can inform you of thole

Vol. XXIII.

who are our friends in all the

Seven Provinces.

To his Excellency Henry Laurens, Efi,

No. V. Copy of a Letter from Mt\
A. Gi'ilon to John Rutledge,

Efq. Governor and Commander in

Chief of South Carolina, dated

Amfterdam, the \ft of March,
178c.

S I R,

IH A D the pleafure of writing
to you the 31ft of December

laft, and I fend you at prcfent co-
pies of what I wrote. Mr. Izard
meeting with many difficulties,

which prevented his departure,
and the ice hindering all leftela

from failing from hence, I had
no opportunity of giving \ou any
advice of my lateft negociationa
here. This letter will be delivered
to your Excellency by Mr. GeorTc
Nixon: he will communicate to
you a copy thereof by the firft:

opportunity, as foon as he arrives

at St. Euftatia.

I Ihall likewife fend you a copy
of the correfpondence between Mr.
Chamont and a gentiem.in whom
I engaged here to write to him oa
the fubjeft of the two (hips builc
here ; by which you will iee, thac
it was never ferioufly intended to

fell tiiC faid ftiips to me.
Mr. Franklin has never re-»

turned me an anfwer, I thought
that the arrival of Mr. Adams aC

Paris was a good opportunity to

revive this affair. I confequently
wrote to him, as well as to Mr.
Izard, and Mr. A. Lee, that they
fhould addrefs themfelves to Mon-
fjeur de Sartine, and to the Count
de Vergennes, minifters at Ver-
faille?, to endeavour to obcaia the

[^«] iuii
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Tiid ve.Tels, by offering to pay the

prime coll, or to take them by ap-

praifement of four impartial per-

fons, to be chofea here by the two

parlies ; efpecialiy as I had al-

ready removed here all diinculties,

having fuccours promifed to me
from high authclcy, and as I

could fit them out eiiher.as Dutch
property for Euilatia, or as Ame-
rican property fcr any other port.

Eat the anfwers I received lail

night from thofe gentlemen, obli-

ged me to give up the flattering

hopes of fending you two of the

fined vefTels in the world, of one

hundred and eighty-fix feet keel,

fit to carry twenty-eight thirty-

fix pounders upon one deck. And
though they drew too much water

for our bar, they would certainly

not have tarded to take fome vef-

fels which would have anfwered.

our purpofe. Not that 1 fear that

thefe gentlemen will not do all in

their power to aiHft me in this

affair, and fome otheri ; but they

forefee that this requell, in cafe

it fhould be granted, might per-

haps involve rae in other diS-

cultie5.

There are feveral vefTels in the

ports of France which would fully

anfwer our purpofes ; but the

dif&cuhies which I have already

experienced, fully Kcnvince me
that I fnall not obtain any fac-

cours. It is for this reafon that

I have refolved this morning to

employ all your money in pur-

chaling bar-iron, nails, cordage,

fail-cloth, cables, anchors, fliips-

ftores, and other things nece/Tary

to pilots, carpenter;, gunners^ and

coopers : chirurgical inftruments

and medicines, iron hoops, and all

that I thought neceflary for three

frigates, excepdcg guns, powder.

and military implements, which I

am as yet uncertain whether they

may be embarked. I intend to

buy the moft effential articles

double what is neceffary for thefe

veflels ; and likewii'e double the

quantity cf the fmall articles ; and
in cafe I ihould have any money
remaining, I intend to employ it

in purQhaiing woollen cloth, linen,

fhoes, ilockings, and hats, for cur
troops, and to fend all thefe

efFecls, as foon as pofiible, by dif-

ferent velTels, to St. Euilatia,

from whence you may drav/ them,
by your orders, whenever you fliall

think it convenient. It will, per-

haps, be neceffary to infure here
the articles which appear to be
defiined for large fhips, in^^-cafe

they fhouid happen to be taken by
the Englifh, as well as the cables

and anchors.

Meffrs. Nicholas ^and Jacob
Van Staphorft, merchants here,

will do the bufinefs, and they have
promifed me a credit of thirty

thoufand florins (very likely I

fhall be able to get more from
them on my own credit) until

you come yourfelf, as I now de-

fire ycu to do, which fum, with
Mr. Screipreifer's loan and your
own money, will make up a hand-
forae fum, to accomplifh the faid

views, and fave the State fome
lofs on the plan propcfed by your

Excellency to procure it a good
marine. Pardon me, if I fpeak

my fentiments at prefent on what
may be dene.

If the State perCfts in the re-

folution of having a good marine,
the three frigates ought to be
built at Philadelphia, Bo.lon, and
Portfmouth, ia New Hamplhire.
The oppofition I have met with

ia France fro-jcs clearly to me, that

tbcy
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tley never had an intcr.ticn that

Arrerica fl>Dtild hwve a marhie ;

otherwife they would certainly

have fold the t*n fhips which were

here lying empty, fince t!iat would

not have diminil'hed their ftrength,

which they made a plea of Ult

fpring, when I propol'ed to them

a plan, by which Georgia icould

ha-ve been delivereJ by lafl: May ;

but even then, they refufcd to let

us have cne JI?ip.

Captain Yoyner has done every

thing in his power with rcfpedl to

your affairs, and he will return to

St. Euftatia by the firft good op-

portunity, as will all the other

ofncers. I will follow him imme-
diately : may I, on thr^t account,

define your Excellency to fend

Captain Ycyner's orders, that he

may find them at St. Eu.latia, un-

der cover to Mr. Anion, and the

governor of that place, or to whom
you pleafe. I ftiall have great

pleafure to find myfelf equally

honoured with your orders, and

to know hov.' the goods ought to

be fiiipped there. I think, with

your permiflion, that if two or

three continental frigates were

fent here to take them, that would
be a more certain method ; but I

canriOt know it till after I am ar-

rived there, and I (hall place them
in the warehoufes of good mer-

chants.

I have not been honoured with

a fingle line from our government
fince the 31A of January, 1779, fo_

that I am at prefent obliged to aft

without orders, not doubting that

you and my country will readily

give me credit for ?.6\ing to the

belief my judgment for your in-

tcrefts, and that you and they v/ill

approve of my conduft, fir.ce that

approbation is the cnly reccm-

pence to which I have locked in all

that I have been able to effefl hy
my feeble endeavours, Pleafe

God ! I fhould have been able to

have done more, if the C'lirjce of

your pretended friends had nfbt

been greater than that of your
real ones. I am very certain I

Ihould have been with you a long

time before this with nn ample
fuccour ; but I have the confo-

lation to refleft, that I have done

as much as any perfon fent from

America has been able to effeft in

Europe, to obtain credit for a

ftate (South Carolina) which was
confidered, a: the time I negociated

the loan, as entirely in the pcfl'^f-

fion of the enemy.

I have had many interviews with

the lenders ; and the brokers in

thofe affairs would have procured

me, /// Jix 'zveeh, a niillion cf
f.ovinSy at f.-je per cent: ir.terej},

for ten or fifteen yezr:, if the pow-
ers with which 1 was inveiled had
been authorized by oar govern-

ment, and to their fati^faftion.

However, I have made them pro-

mife, that if x}s\^ guararJee cf Con-

grefs, for which I now write to

your Excellency, fhsll arrive whilft

1 remain here, they imll ad-jcnce

the [aid million on that fecurity,

until the full powers ard guarants,

fuch as I inclofe, which are cfxiheir

own compofition, and tranflated

by their notary, ftiall come over.

I now fend you the Dutch original

and the tranflauon, for your ap-

probation, and the Dutch ori-

ginal and an Englilh tranfl?.tion of

the guarantee of Congref?. It I

were at this moment in prfljUion

of fuch papers, I could gc: fbur

millions of ficrins, which makes
about three milUins cf Ccroitna

currency, at f'Ve per ient, payable

[A a] 2 ia
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in fifteen years, viz. nothing for

the fir 11 ten years, but one million

every year afterwards, until the

whole was paid. The intercll

payable every year. The broker's

commiffion, or premium, as they,

call it here, is from one to two

per cent, on the capital at the

time of your receiving it ; one

per cent, the merchant's com-

miffion for negociating the bu-

finefs, and one half per cent, on

the annual intereft, and one per

cent, commiffion en the resm-

burfement of the capital ; which

together, would carry the intereft

to about five and a quarter per

cent, a year.

The objedions which they make
a?ainll my prefent full power is,

that it is therein fpecified for

three frigates, and that there is a

complication in faying, that I

may negociate any indeterminate

fum, inltead of naming the fixed

fum. This want of fpecific pre-

cifion aftecls them to that degree,

that I cannot give them any fa-

tisfaflion.

Your Excellency is at prefent

informed upon what condition

the fum in queftion may be pro-

cured, in cafe the State Ihould be

in want thereof. If the laft fhould

be the cafe, and if the conditions

are approved of, it would be beft

to fend a fit perfon here with fuch

full powers and guarantee, in

fending two or three copies after

him ; or elfe to fend the faid do-

cuments to Mcflrs. Nicholas and

Jacob Van Staphorft, merchants

here, or to fome other good folid

Dutch houfe here, with your orders

how the faid money is to be em-
ployed here. But as the faid

Meflrs. Van Staphorft have laid

the foundation of this affair, I

leave it to the judgment of year
Excellency, whether it would not

be beft to intruft them with the

execution thereof. I have had
dealings with them for above ten

years, and am informed that they

are generally looked upon as a

very folid Dutch houfe, of a good
capital, and known integrity.

I have an opportunity of know-
ing what is doing here, and I have
received from perfons of refpefta-

ble authority the intelligence fpe-

cified in the paper annexed. The
Dutch have defigned thefe nine

months to have a perfon, here au-
thorifed by Congrejs ; not that they

would receive him as z. public Tni~

nijicr; but they are very anxious

to have the moft accurate inform-

ation ; and fuch a perfon might
have laid the foundation of a

treaty with us, until affairs fhall

be come to greater maturity : he
might alfo have been able to get

money here. The objeftion againft

the aftual loan of money for the

Congrefs here is, that it does not ^

proceed diredlv from America

;

and to ufe the language of the

Old Dutchman, it is to be fran-

chifed.

I am perfuaded, that if the

Prefident Laurens arrives here

foon, he will find a reafonable

and ample fum. I have taken the

liberty of acquainting the noble

Continental Congrefs on what
terms. I am fure of being able

to borrow here a fufficient fum at

about five and a quarter, or five

and a half per cent, including all

expences.

I am in hopes of receiving foon

advices from you : if not, I fhall

continue as mentioned above, and.

do as well as I can, making all

the difpatch in my power to return

home.
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home. I could have wifhcd that

my fate had been to remain in

America, efpecially as I ftiould

have willingly fupported all fa-

tigues, and, with a good heart,

braved all dangers, in preference

to the plan of begging, which the

neceflity, occafioned by frequent

deceptions, has forced me to

adopt.

I moft fincerely wilh you health

and happinefs, and remain with

due refpcil. Sir,

Your Excellency's

moft obedient and
moll humble fervant,

(Signed) A. Gillon-.
P. S. Mr. Beaumarchais will

not yet pay any thing, nor furaifh

any account.

His Excellency yohn Rutledge, Efq.
Governor and Commander in

Chief of South Carolina,

Two letters were alfo commu-
nicated, written by J. D. Van
Dcr Capellan to Mr. Laurens,

but as they only contain the fen-

timents of a private individual, we
have not thought it neceflary to

infcrt them.

Manorial frefenled to the States-

General on the lOtJb infant, by

Sir Jofeph Yorke, his Majefy's

Amhaffador at the Hague, con-

cerning the five Papers found
amongji thofe of Mr. Laurens,
late Prefdent of the Congrefs.

High and Mighty Lords,

TH E King, my mafter, has,

through the whole courfe

of his reign, (hewed the moll fin-

cere defire for preferving the uni-

on, which has fub filled upwards of
an age, between his Crown and

the Republic, This union is

founded on the durable bafis of a

reciprocal interell, and as it has

greatly contributed to the welfare

of both nation?, the natural ene-
my of both the one and the other
is ufing his utmoll policy to de-
flroy it ; and for fome time pad
his endeavours have been but too

fuccefsful, being fupported by a
fadion that aims at domineering
over the republic, and which is at

all times ready to facrincethe ge-

neral interell to their own private

views.

The king has beheld, with
equal regret and furprife, the fmall

eifeft which his repeated claims for

the ftipulated fuccours, and the

reprefentations of his ambalTador,

on the daily violation of the moll
folemn engagements, have pro-
duced.

His Majefty's moderation has
induced him to attribute this con-
dufl of your High MightinelTes

to the intrigues of a prevailing

faflion ; and he would Ihll per-

fuade himfelf, that your juilice

and difcernment will determine
you to fulfil your engagements
towards him, and to prove by
your whole condudl, that you are

rcfolved vigoroufly to adhere to

the fyllem formed by the wiidom
of your anceltors, which is the

only one that can fecure the fafety

and glory of the republic.

The anfwer which your High
Mightineffes return to this decla-

ration, which the underfigned

makes by the exprefs order of his

Court, will be confidered as the

touchllone of your intentions and.

fentimenti refpecling the King.
For a long time pad the King

has had innumerable indicauons

of the dangerous defigns of an un-

[A rt] 3 ruly
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ruly cabal ; but the papers of Mr.
Laurens, who ftylcs himfelf Pre-

fident of the pretended Congrefs,

furnifhes the difcovery of a plot,

unexatTiuied in all the annals of

the republic. Ic appears by thefe

papeis, that the Gentlemen of

Arallerdam have been engaged in

a clandeftine correfpondence with

the American rebels, from the

month of Auguft 1778, and that

inltrudions and full poivers had
been given by them for the con-

clufion of a treaty of indifputable

amity with thofe rebels, who are

the fubjeflscf a fovereign to whom
the republic is united by the clofefc

engagements. The authors of this

plot do not even attempt to deny
it, but on the contrary vainly en-

deavour to jufiify their conduft.

proving of thofe outrages which

they refufe to difavow, and to

punifh ; and after fuch conduft,

his Majefty will find himfelf under

the neceflity of taking thofe mea-
fures which the prefervation of his

own dignity and the cfl'ential in-

terefls of his people demand.
Given at the Hague,

Nov. 10, 1780.

(Signed) Joseph Yorke.

Hague, Nov. 16. The follo'wing

is the Rffoluticn taken hy the

States - General of the United
Provinces, relati^ve to the In-

fults and Violences committed at

the IJland 0/ St, Martin, on the

gth oflafi Auguft.

-. j-....^ ...... ... ^'-TpHAT Count Welderen,
In thefe circumftances, his Ma- \^ the Miniller Plenipotentiary

jefty, relying on the equity of from their High Mightinefles to

your High Mightinefles, demands the Britifii Court, be charged to

make the ftrongelr complaints of
the faid infults and violences, and
to reprefent in the moft energetic

manner. That their High Migh-
inental laws of the conltitution of tinefl'es think themfelves in the

a formal difavowal of fuch irre

gular conduct, which is no lefs

contrary to your moft facred en-

gagements, than to the funda-

Batavia. The King demands
equally a prompt fatisfaclion,

proportioned to the offence, and
an exemplary punifhment on the

penfioner Van Berkel, and his

moft fupreme degree aggrieved by
the premeditated violence of the

inconteftable territory of the State

at the ifland of St. Martin, done
by the officers of his Britilh Ma-

accomplices, as difturbers of the jefty, according to the exprefs

public peace, and violators of the orders of the King, and in con-

law of nations.

His Majefty perfuades himfelf,

that the anfwer- of your High
MightinefTes \v\\\ be fpeedy and
fatitfadlory in all refpefts ; but

fequence of a written declaratioa

of thofe officers.

That no power ever doubted
but all bays and roads belonged to

the fame powers as the lands an-

lliould the contrary happen,— if nexed to them, and that all who
your High Mightinefles (hould

refufe fo juft a demand, or en-

deavour to elude it by filence,

which will be regarded as a re-

fufa! : then the King cannot but

confider the republic itfelf as ap-

might be in them were fiieltered

from the rights of war, and from
all hoftile purfuits ; and that no
power is in any v/ay authorifed to

take, or in any rcfpecl to moleft,

veflTels fo iheltered, againft the will

of
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of the fovereign, without 1. be-

ing looked upon as an indiredl at-

tack : that notwithllanding this,

the men of war of the King of

Great-Britain, fent on purpoie by

his Admiral, had by his order

feized foir.e American v«flels

which had taken refuge in the

ifland of St. Martin, under the

cannon of the fort, and took them
• via fafti,' threatening, if the

leafl: refinance was made by the

fort, that it, together with the

whole village belonging to their

High Mightinelles, Ihould be
burnt to the ground, and a force

fufficient was fent to carry thefe

their orders into execution.

That their High MightinelTes
cannot look upon this violent Hep
in any other light than as an open
violation of their territory, and a

contempt of the independent fo-

vereignty of the State ; and flatter

themfelves that his Majefty muft
perceive, that, if an independent
power of Europe is to be expofed
to fuch infults as this, all liberty

and fecurity, both in and out of
Europe, will then only depend
upon force; and confequently,
that the King will be difpleafed

at this holtile aftlon committed
by his officers againll the territory

of a power, which has not only
had the honour to be allied to

Great-Britain for upwards of a
century, and to live in peace and
friendfliip with her, but from the
beginning of the prefent troubles
in. America has not refufed to re-
llrain its fubjefls from trading
with North-America in a manner
for which his Majefty has acknow-
ledged his fa cis fact ion.

That their' High Mightineffes
could not pafs over in fiiencewhat

has happened, but at

time muft protefl. folemnl) ^ iic
it, and moll ftrongly defire of his

Majefty, what they hope from his

jultice, his fricndfhip, and his

equity, to obtain, which is, a full

fadsfadion for the violation of
their territory, in which th^ in-

tentions of his Majefty mav be
made appear relative to the treat-

ment of powers not included in

the troubles of the prefent war,
and of their territories in general,

and of thofe of the Republic of

the United Provinces in parti-

cular, &c.

Memorial prefcntcd to the States-

General, by Sir Jofeph Yorke,
or. the 121h ^December, 1780.

High and Mighty Lords,

THE uniform conduflof the

King towards the Republic ;

the fricndfhip which hath fo long
fubfifted between the two nations;
the right of fovercigns, and ths
faith of the moft foiemn engage-
ments, will decide, without doubt,
the anfwer of your High Migh-
tinefl'es to the Memorial which the

under-figncd prefentcd feme time
ago, by exprefs order of his Court.
It would be to millrufl the wiidnnl

and the jultice of your High Migh-
tinefl'es to fuppofe that you could
paufc a moment in giving the fa-

tisfadtion demanded by his Ma-
jelly.

As the refolutions of your High
Mightinelles of the 27th of No-
vember were the refult of a deli-

beration which regarded only the

interior of your governmsut, and
did not enter upon an Anfwer to

the faid Memorial, the only re-

mark to be made on thofe refo-

[// «] 4 Imions
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lutions is, that the principles

which have didlated them evi-

dently prove the jul^ice of the de-
niard ni de by the King.

In deliberating upon that Me-
morial, to which the unJer-figncd
here requires, in the nan:e of his

Court, an immediate and fatif-

faftorv anfvver in every refped,

your High MightinefTes will doubt-
iefs conlider that the affair is of
the Inft importance ; that it re-

lates to the complaint of an of-

fender' fovereign ; that the offence,

for which he demands an exem-
plary punifhment, and a complete
fatii-f<i£lion, is a violation of the

Bacavian Conftitution, of which
the King is a guarantee ; an in-

fradlion of the public faith ; an
attempt againft ihe dignity of his

Crown ! The King has never
imagined that your High Migh-
tineffes had approved of a treaty

with his rebelliouh fubjtds. That
liad been raifing the buckler on
your part ; a declaration of war.
But the offence has been com-
mitted by the magiftrates of a

city which makes a confiderable

part of the State ; and it belongs

to the iovereign power to punilh
and give fatirfddion for it.

His Maj fty, by the complaints
made by his Ambaffador, has
placed the puniflrimcnt and the

reparation in the hands of your
High Mightineffes ; and it will

not be till the laft extremity, that

is to fay, in the cafe of a dcial
of juftice, or of filence, which
mull be interpreted as a refu^^l,

that the King will take them upon
himfeli.

Pone at the Hag-ie, the 12th
of December, 1780.

(Signed) Le Ch£val. Yorke.

MANIFESTO
Of the Court of Great-Britain.

George R.
(L.S)Or-' HROUGH the whole

]^ courfe of our reign,
our condutfl; towards the States-

General of the United Provinces
ha? been that of a fincefe friend
and faithful ally. Had they ad-
hered to thofe wife principles

which ufed to govern the Re-
public, they muft have (hewn
themfelves equally folicitous to

maintain the friendlhip which has
fo long fubfifted between the two
nations, and which is effential to

the interells of both : but from the
prevalence of a fadlion devoted t©

France, and following the didates
of that court, a very different po-
licy has prevailed. The return
made to our friendfhip, for fome
time pad, has been an open con-
tempt of the mod folemn engage-
ment?, and a repeated violation

of public faith.

On the commencement of the
defenfive war, in which we found
ourlelves engaged by the aggreffion
of France, we fhewed a tender re-
gard for the interefts of the States-

General, jnd a defire of fecuring
to their lubjefls every advantage
of trade, confident with the great
and juft principle of our own de-
fence. Our Ambaffador was in-

ftrufted to offer a friendly nego-
ciation, to obviate every thing
that might lead to difagreeable

diicuffion ; and to this offer, fo-

lemnly made by him to the States-

General, the 2d of November, 1778
no attention was paid.

After the number of our ene-
mies, increafed by the aggreffion of
Spain, equally unprovoked with

that of Frunce, we found it ne«

ceffary
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cefuiry to call upon the States-

General for the performance of

their engagements. The fifth ar-

ticle of the perpetual defenfive

alliance between our crown and

the States-General, concluded at

Weflminrterthe3dof March, 1678,

befides the general engagements

for fuccours, exprefsly iHpulates,

* That that party of the two al-

lies that is not attacked, rtiall be

obliged to break with the aggreflbr

in two months after the party at-

tacked {hall require it:'—Yet two

years have paffed, without the leall

afliftance given to us, without a

fingle fyllable in anfwer to our

repeated demands,

So totally re^ardlefs have the

States been of their treaties with

us, that they readily promifed our

enemies to obferve a neutrality,

in dirc'51 con tradition to thofe en-

gagements ; and whilft they have

withheld from us the fuccours they

were bound to furnilh, every fe-

cret affillance has been given the

enemy ; and inland duties have

been taken off, for the fole pur-

pofe of facilitating the carriage of

naval (lores to France.

In diredl and open violation, of

treaty, they fuffered an American
pirate to remain feveral weeks in

one of their ports, and even per-

mitted a part of his crew to mount
guard in a fort in the Texel,

In the Eaft-Indies, the fubjeds

of the States-General, in concert

with France, have endeavoured to

raife up enemies againft us.

In the Well-Indies, particularly

at St. Euftatia, every protcdion
-and alhllance has been given to

our rebellious fubjcds. Their
priviteers are openly received in

the D'Jtch harbours; allowed to

xc£: tJnere ; fupplicd with arms

and ammunition ; their crews re-

cruited ; their prizes brought in

and fold ; and all this in direft

violation of as clear and folemn
ftipulations as can be made.

This conduft, fo inconfiftent

with all good faith, fo repugnant
to the fenfe of the wifeft part of
the Dutch nation, is chiefly to be
afcribed to the prevalence of the

leading magiftrates of Amrterdam,
whofe fecret correfpondence with

our rebellious fubjeds was fuf.

peifled, long before it was made
known by the fortunate difcovery

of a treaty, the iiril article of
which i' :

—

** There fliall be a firm, invio-

lable, and univerfal peace, and
fincere friendlhip, between their

High MightinefTes the States of
the Seven United Provinces of
Holland, and the United States

of North-America, and the fub-

jects and people of the faid par-

tics : and between the countries,

iflands, cities, and towns, fituated

under the jurifdirtioo of the faid

United Stales of Holland, and the

faid United States of America,
and the people and inhabitants

thereof, of every degree, without
exception of perfons or places.'*

This treaty was fignei! in Sep-
tember, J 778, by the exprefs or-

der of the Penfionary of Amller-
dim, and other principal ma-
giilrates of that city.—Tliey now
not only avow the whole tranf-

aftion, but glory in it, and ex-

prefslv fav, even to the States-

General, that what they did ' was
what their indifpenfable duty re-

quired.'

In the mean time, the States-

General declined to give any an-

fsver to the Memorial preiented

by our Ambaflador ; and this re-

fufal
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fafal \v:;s aggravated by their

procecjding upon other bufinefs,

nay upon the confuleration of this

very fLibjed to internal purpofcs

;

and, while they found it impoffible

to approve the condud of their

fubjtfts, they IHII indullrioully

avoided to give us the fatiifadlion

ib manifeftly due.

We had every right to expeft,

that fuch a diicovery would have

Toufed them to a jull indignation

at the infult offered to us, and to

themielves ; and that they would

have been eager to give us full

and ample fatisfaftion for the

ciFence, and to inflift the fevereft

punilhment upon the offenders.

The urgency of the bufinefs made

an inllant anfvver efTential to the

honour and fafety of this country.

The demand was accordingly

prefTed by our Ambafl'ador in re-

peated conferences with the mi-

ni fters ; and in a fecond Memo-
rial it was prefTed with all the

earneilnefs which could proceed

from our ancient friendihip and

the fenfe of recent injuries; and

the anfvver now given to a Memo-
rial on fuch a fabjed, delivered

above five weeks ago, is, ' That

the States have taken it ad refe-

rendum.'—Such an anfvver, upon

fuch an occaiion, could only be

didated by the fixt purpofe of

hoitility n;editated, and already

refolved, by the States, induced

by the offenfive Councils of Am-
ilerdam thus to countenance the

hoflile aggrefSon, whicii the ma-

giibates of that city have made in

the name of the Republic.

There is an end of the faith of

all treaties with them, if Amfter-

dam may ufurp the fovereign

power, may violate thofe treaties

with impunity, by pledging the

States to engagements diredljr

contrary, and leaguing the Re-
public with the rebels of a fove-

reign to whom ihe is bound by the

clofefl ties. An infradion of the

law of nations, by the meanefc
member of any country, gives the

injured State a right to demand
fatisfadion and punifhment :

—

how much more fo, when the

injury complained of is a flagrant

violation of public faith, com-
mitted by leading and predomi-
nant members in the State? Since
then the fatisfadion we have de-
manded is not given, we mull,
though moil reludantly, do our-
felves that juftice which we cannot
othervvife obtain : we mufl con-
iider the States-General as parties

in the injury which they v/ili not
repair, as fharers in the aggrelTion

which they refufe to punifh, and
mufl ad accordingly. We have
therefore ordered our Ambaflador
to withdraw from the Hague, and
fhall immediately purfue fuch vi-

gorous meafures as the occafioni

fully juflifies, and our dignity and
the eilential interefls of our people
require.

From a regard to the Dutch
nation at large, we wifh it were
polfible to dired thofe meafures
wholly againft Amilerdam ; but
this cannot be unlefs the States-

General will immediately declare,

that Amfterdam fhall, upon this

occafion, receive no aflillance from
them, but be left to abide the

confequences of its aggreffion.

V/hiiil Amllerdam is fuffcred to

prevail in the general councils,

and is backed by the flrength of

the State, it is impofTible to refill

the aggrefiion of fo confiderabie a

part, without contending with the

whole. But we are too fenfible
" of
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of the common in'terefts of both

countries not to remember, in the

inidft of fuch a conteft, that the

only point to be aimed at by us is

to raife a difpofition in the coun-

cils of the Republic to return to

our ancient union, by giving us

that fatisfaftion for the paft, and

iecurity for the future, which we
Ihall be as ready to receive as they

can be to offer, and to the at-

tainment of which we fhall diredl

all our operations. We mean only

to provide for our own fecurity,

by defeating the dangerous de-

ligns that have been formed againft

us. We fhall ever be difpofed to

return to friendfhip with theStates-

General, when they fincerely re-

vert to that fyilem which the wif-

dom of their anceftors formed, and
which has now been fubverted by
a powerful faclion, confpiring with
France againft the true intereftsof

the Republic, no lefs than againft

thofe of Great Britain.

Sf. jfames's, Decemler 20, 1780.

G. R.

Letter from Count Welderen to

Lord Stormont.

My Lord,

I
A M much obliged to your
excellency for your attention

and offer of fending a packet-boat

to Margate, for my paffage to

Oftend. I (hall have no occafion

for the fame, having already en-
gaged a veffel from Oftend, nam-
ed Le Courier de I'Europe, for

that purpofe. This veffel is now
lying at the Tower, ready to take
in my baggage. I beg your ex-
cellency will be pleafed to caufe
the neceffary orders to be iffucd

from the Treafury and the Caftom-

[379
houfe, that it may be embarked
witliout any hindrance. As foon
as this is done, liic fud veffel will
fail for Margate, whither 1 (hall

repair by land with the Countefs
of Welderen. I aHo beg your
excellency to furnilh me with the
neceffary poffports for my voyaoe,
and likev/ife with two paffports
for two Dutch expreffes, na.iied

J. Paux, and Augent Kohler, by
the way of Harwich.

I cannot help at the fame time,
to exprcfs my furprile to your
lordfhip, in receiving back from
your excellency's ofiice the letter

which I had the honour p fend
there: nor was I lefs aftonifhed

when my fecretar/, whom I had
fcnt to your lordihip's ofnce, to
inquire the reafon of returnino- the
faid letter without being opened,
acquainted me therewith. Give
me leave to obferve to your lord-
fhip, that it is impoffible to know
whether a propofiiion is admifllnle
or not, before it has been feen
and examined. Their Hi»h Mi'.' n-
tineffes have given me exprefs or-
ders to deliver unto :he Britilh

miniftry, before I fhould withdra-v
from this court, the papers which
I had the honour of addreff:ng to

your excellency yefterday morning.
How can I execute thcfe order?,

if you will not permit me to i'es

you, nor accept any letters from
me? I flatter myfeif that, con-
vinced of the juliice of mv re-
marks, you will be pjeaicd to ac-
cept the letter which I fent yef-
terday, and to fend me a line in

anfwer, informing me of your in-
tentions in that refpert.

I have the honour to be, (Sec.

Signed,

V. Welderen.
London, Dec, 25, 1780.

Letter
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Letter from Lvrd Stormont te Count

Welderen.

S I R,

UNTIL the condufl of the

Republic had broken the ties

of friend fhip which fubfifted be-

tween the two nations, and which

the king has conftantly defired to

preferve, I have always been, as

you know very well. Sir, ready

and willing to confer with you on

all occafions, and upon all objeds

concerning your miniliry ; and

have always received what came

from your part with due attention.

But fince all connexion between

the two nations is broken off by

the aggreffion of your's, and fince

1 have oiHcially notified unto you

the king's manifeflo, and orders

given in confequence thereof, I

can no longer behold yoa as the

jninifter of a friendly power. You
cannot, therefore. Sir, attribute

the return of your packet without

jny opening it, but to the execu-

tion of indifpenfable duty in the

prefent circunnllances. After an

open rupture, all minillerial com-

munication between us mufi: necef-

farily eeafe: and anterior orders

are no lunger applicable to the

prefent Hate of affairs.

J have the honour, &c.

Signed,
Stormont.

A Report of the Commijponers ap-

pointed to examine, take, and fiate

the Public Accounts of the King-

dom,

THE zEt of parliament that

conftitutes us commiflion-

«i-s for examining, taking, and

gating the public accounts of the

kingdom, being pafTed, we enter-

ed immediately upon the execution

of the powers thereby vefled in us;
we took the oath prefcribed, and
fettled the neceflary arrangements

of office and forms of proceed-

ing.

The legiflature not having left

to our difcretion, which of the va-

rious fubjeds referred to our con-
lideration we fhould begin our en-

quiries with, but on the contrary

having cxprefsly directed us, * in
the firft place, to take an account
of the public money in the hands
of the feveral accountants ; and
for that purpofe to call upon them
to deliver in a cafh account; and
to confider what fum it might be

proper to leave in the hands of
each accountant refpedively, for

carrying on the fervices to which
the fame is or might be applica-

ble, and what fums might be tak-

en out of their hands for the public

fervice;' we, in obedience to the

aft, immediately applied ourfelves

to that fubjed.

The public accountants may be
diftinguiihed into three clafTes.

ift, Thofe who receive public

money from the fubject, to be
paid into the Exchequer.

2dly, Thofe who receive public

money from the Exchequer by way
of impreft, and upon account.

3dly, Thofe who receive public

money from certain cf this clafs of

accountants, fubjeft to account,

and who may be called fub-ac-

countants.

We began our enquiries in the

firft clafs, and of that clafs, with

the Receivers-general cf the land-

tax. To come at a knowledo^e of

their names, and of the balances of

public money in their hands, we
procared from the tax-office the

lall
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lad certificate of the remains of

the land-tax. By that certificate

it appeared, that of the land-tax,

windov^', and houfe-tax, to Lady-
day laft, the arrears in the hands

of the Receivers-general, upon
the 14th of July Jalt, amounted
to the fum of three hundred and

ninety-eight thoufand feven hun-

dred and forty-eight pounds nine

fhillings and five-pence half-pen-

As this certificate was grounded
upon returns not made to us, but

to the tax-office, we iffued our
precepts to every Receiver-general

of the land-tax, and to the repre-

fentativei of thofe who are dead,

requiring them forthwith to tranf-

mit to us an account of the public

money in their hands, cuftody, or

power, at the time they Ihould

each of them receive our precept.

Returns were accordingly made
to all our precepts ; and from thefe

it appears, that the balances for

the taxes on land, windows, and
houfes, fervant?, and inhabited

houfes, remaining in their refpec-

tive hands upon the days therein

mentioned, amounted together to

the fum of fix hundred and fifty-

feven thoufand four hundred
pounds thirteen (hillings and four-

pence.

We proceeded in the next place,

purfuant to the directions of the

aft, to enquire to what fervices

thefe fums were or might be ap-
plicable, in the hands uf the re-

fjicdlive accountants.

And we find, that by the mili-

tia aft of the fecond of his prefent
majefty, the Receiver. general of
the land-tax for every countv is

required to pay to the command-
ing officer of every company of the

militia of that county, being or-

dered out into, or being out in

aftual fervice, one guinea for each
private man belonging to his com-
pany, upoa the day appointed for

marching; and that by the aft of
the twentieth of his prefent ma-
jelly, for defraying the charge of
the pay and cloathing of the mili-

tia, he is ordered to pay to the

clerk of the general meetings five

pounds five fhillings for each meet-
ing, and to every of the clerks

of the fub-divifion meetings, one
pound one fhilling for each meet-

ing: and, except the charges of
collefting, receiving, and account-

ing, we do not find, that, whea
the militia is embodied, the du-
ties collefted by thefe receivers are

liable to any payments, or appli-

cable to any other iervices what-
foever.

In the returns made to us by
Receivers-general, inch fums as

are ftated to have been paid for

thefe fervices of the militia, for

the year 1779, are different ia

different counties; but, as thefe

payments cannot, from the nature

of them, amount in any county to

a confiderable fum, we conceive

they may be made out of the cur-

rent receipts of thefe taxes.

As the Receiver-general is re-

quired by the land-tax aft, within

twenty days at fartheil after he
has received money for tSat duty,

and by the afts which grant the

duties on houfes, windows, fer-

vants, and inhaolted houfes, with-

in fortv days after he has received,

thofe duties, to pay the fame into

the Exchequer ; it becomes necef-

fary for us to enquire upon what
grounds, and for what purpofes,

the Receivers-general retained in

their hands fo confiderable a part

of thefe duties, f6 long after the

fame
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fame ought, according to the direc-

tions of the fevcral adts above men-
tioned, to have been paid into the

Exchequer. To this point, amonglt

others, we examined George Rofe,

Efq; Secretary to the Tax-ofiice ;

John Fordyce, Efq; Receiver-ge-

neral for Scotland ; William Mit-

ford, Efq; Receiver- general for

the county of Suffex; Thomas
Allen, Efq; Receiver-general for

part of the county of Somerfet

;

Thomas Walley Partington, Efq;

Receiver-general for the counties

of Northampton and Rutland,

and town of Northampton ; and

George Rowley, Efq; Receiver-

general for the county of Hun-
tingdon.

In thefe examinations, two rea-

fons are afTigned for this detention

of the public money ; one is the

difficulty of procuring remittances

to London, efpecially from the

diftant counties ; the other is, the

infufficiency of the falary of two-

pence in the pound, allowed the

Receiver by the land-tax and other

For this purpofe, we examined
Goulflon Bruerc, Efq; firfl Gene-
ral Accountant; Richard Paton,

Efq; fecond General Accountant
in that office ; Mr. Richard Rich-
ard fon, Coilcflor of Excife for the

Hertford colleflion ; Mr. Thomas
Ball, Colledor of Excife for the

Bath colleftion ; and George Row-
ley, Efq; who is Colleftor of Ex-
cife for the Bedford colleflion,

as well as Receiver-general of the

land-tax for the county of Hun-
tingdon; and George Lewis Scott,

Efq; one of the Commiffioners of
Excife. We procured too, from
that office, an account of the

grofs and nett produce of the Ex-
cife, received by each colleftor for

the year 1779; in which it ap-

pears, that the grofs produce
amounted to the fum of three mil-

lions feven hundred and fourteen

thoufand feven hundred and fe-

venty-one pounds fixteen fliillings

and an halfpenny, exclufiveof the

receipt at the Excife-office in Lon-
don, paid in by the perfons charg-

jfts, upon the fums paid by him ed, without the intervention of a

into the Exchequer, to anfwer the colletlor : which grofs fum, being.

trouble, rifle, and expence, at-

tending his office; tofupply which,

and to render the employment
worth having, he has been accuf-

tomed to retain in .his hands a

confiderable part of thefe dutie,*:,

for the purpofe of his own advan-

tage.

As an examination into the

manner and charge of collefting

^nd remitting, in an office of re-

ceipt, funilar in its circumftances,

might enable us to form fomc

judgment of the validity of thefe

jeafons ; we dircdsd our enquiries

to the colledlion and remittance of

the duties of excife.

as we appreliend, confiderably

more than the amount of the du-
ties paid to the Receivers-gene-

ral, is collected in England and
Wales, by fifty-three colleftors,

being only two more than the

number of Receivers-general of

the land-tax, including Scotland.

From thefe laft examinations

we learn, that each coUedor of
Excife gees his rounds eight times

in the year ; that he remits the

whole of his nett collection in every

round to the Excife-office, chiefly

by bills at twenty-one days after

date, in the counties near London ;

at thirty days, in the more remote
coun-
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counties ; and at fifty or fixty days

in the molt diftant, and none at a

longer date ; that he is continually

remitting during his round ; and,

within a week after it is finifhed,

fends up by a balance-bill all that

remains of the duties colleAed by

him in that roand ; that he finds

no difficulty in procuring bills
;

could return more money by the

fame method ; and is never fufl-'ered

to keep any money in his hands.

Each collector is paid a falary of

one hundred and twenty pounds a

year, fubjefl todedu(!lions amount-
ing to one ihilling and nine-pence

jn the pound; and is allowed per-

quifites to about one hundred
pounds a year more; and gives

fecnrity for five thoufimd pounds.
We endeavoured to form fome

computation of the lofs, fuftained

by the public, from the detention

of the money by the Receivers-ge-
neral, and for that purpofe we
called for an account of the quar-
terly returns made by them to the

tax-ofiice ; from whence it ap-
pears, that the average fum in

their hands, from the 5th of July,

1778, (when the mode was adopt-
ed of tranfmitting the account on
oath,) to the 7th of July lafl,

amounted to three hundred ihirty-

four thoufand and fixty -one
pounds, thtr interell of which, at

four per cent, being thirteen thou-
fand three hundred fixty. two
pounds a year, we conceive the
public have been obliged to pay,
for want of the ufe of their own
money.

But the lofs has been, not of in-
terell only, the revenue itfelf has
fuffered : for by an account of the
arrears and defaulters of tlie land-
tax, and other duties, from the

year 1756, which we called for
from the tax-ofHce, thofe arrears
in the hands of the defaulters, not
included in the firll certificate, ap.
pear to amount to one hundred
and thirteen thoufand one hun-
dred and fixty-one pounds fevea
fhillings and two-pence half.pen-
ny, of which twenty-four thoufand
two hundred and fifty-feven pound*
feven fhillings and two-pence three
farthings is aftually lofl upon com-
pofition; of the remainder, part is
in a courfe of legal proceeding?,
and the recovery of a great pare
doubtful; whereas, by a return
which we required from the Com-
miiTioners of Excife, for the fame
period, we find there have hcca
no arrears or defaulters among the
Officers of Excife, except in one
inllance, to the amount of three
thoufand fix hundred pounds.
From this comparative view of

the modes of collefling and re-
mitting thefe different duties, and
of the advantages accruing to the
receiver and colledor from their
feveral employments, we are in-
duced to think, that the Receiver-
general of the land-tax is not war-
ranted in his detention of the pub-
lic money, cither by the difficulty
of procuring bills, or by the infuf^-

ficiency of his falarv.

Suppofi::g, however, the diffi-

culty of procuring bills really to
exill, though it might occafioa
fome delay in the ^remittance,
it yet is no juftifi.ation of the
Receiver for conltantlv keeping a
large balance in his hands; and,
admitting the poundage not to be-

an equivalent for his pains, yet
we are of oj^inion, th,u the pre-
fent mode of fupplying the defi-
''-'^''] ; :-' tting him to

with-



384] ANNUAL REGISTER, 1780.

withhold the duties, is injurious to

the public, and ought to be dif-

continucd.

The revenue fhould come from

the pocket of the fubjed. diredly

into the Exchequer ; but to permit

Receivers to retain it in their hands,

exprefjiy for their own advantage,

is 10 furnilh them with the rtrong-

eft motive for withholding it. A
private interell is created, in dirtdl

oppofition to that of the public ;

government is compelled to have

xecourfe to expenfive loans ; and

the revenue itfelf is finally endan-

gered.

We are, therefore, of opinion,

that there are no fervices to which

the faid fum of fix hundred fifty-

feven thoufand four hundred

pounds thirteen fhillings and four-

pence is or may be applicable in

the hands of the Receiver-generals

of the land- tax, or for the repre-

fentatives of fuch of them as are

dead; and that it is not proper to

leave any part of it in thejr re-

fpedlive hands ; but that the fame,

or fo much thereof as now remains

•ivith them, ought to be paid into

the Exchequer, at fuch limes,

and by fuch inftallments, as may
be thought reafonable, after a

pradlice of fo long continuance,

and as Ihall be confiftent with

fuch engagements as may have

been entered into with any parti-

cular Receivers.

Guy Carleton, (L. S.)

T. Anguish, (L. S.)

A. PlGGOTT, (L. S.)

Richard Neave, (L. S.)

Sam. Beachcroft, (L. S.)

Geo. Drummokd. (L. S.)

2-th No-J. 1780.

Proceedings of a Board of General

Ojfxers, held by order of General

Wafhington, Commander in Chief

of the Ar7)iy of the United States

o/"America, refpefiingMajor John
Andre, Adjutant General of the

'2>x\\\^Ar):iy, September Z(^, 1780,

Publijhed at Philadelphia, by order

of Congrefs.

ExtraSls of Letters from General

Wafhington, to the Preftdent of
Congrefs.

Robinfon^s Houfe in the High
Lands, Sept. 29, 17^0.

S I R,

I
Have the honour to inform the

Congrefs, that I arrived here
yefterday about twelve o'clock, on
my return from Hartford, Some
hours previous to my arrival. Ma-
jor-general Arnold went from his

quarters, which were at this place,

and, as it was fuppofed, over the

river to the garrifon at Weft-point,
whither I proceeded myfelf, in or-

der tovifit the port. I found Ge-
neral Arnold had not been there

during the day, and on my return

to his quarters, he was lUll abfent.

In the mean time, a packet had
arrived from Lieutenant-colonel
Jamefon, announcing the capture

of John Anderfon, who was en-
deavouring to go to New-York
with feveral intereiling and im-
portant papers, all in the hand-
writing of General Arnold. This
was accompanied with a letter from
the prifoncr, avowing himfelf to

be Major John Andre, Adjutant-
general to the Britifh army, re-

lating the manner of his capture,

and endeavouring to fhew that he
did not come under the defcrip-

tion of a fpy. From thefe feveral

circumftances, and information

that the general feemed to be

thrown
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thrown into fome degree of agita-

tion, on receiving a letter a little

time before he went from his

quarters, I was led to conclude

immediately, that he had heard of

Major Andre's captivity, and thit

he would, if poifible, efcape to

the enemy ; and accordingly took

fuch meafures as appeared moft

probable to apprehend him : but

he had embarked in a barge, and

proceeded down the river, undei

a flag, to the Vulture fhip of war,

which lay at fome miles below

Stoney and Verplank's Point. He
wrote me a letter after he got on

board. Major Andre was not ar-

rived yet ; but I hope he is fe-

cure, and that he will be here to-

day. I have been, and am taking

precautions, which I trull will

prove eftciflual to prevent the im-

portant confequences which this

condufb, on the part of General

Arnold, was intended to produce.

I do not know the party that took

Major Andre, but it is faid it con-

fided only of a few militia, who
acted in fuch a manner on the oc-

cafion, as does them the highell

honour, and proves them to be

men of great virtue. As foon as

I know their names, I (hall take

pleafure in tranfmitting them to

Congrefs.

Paramus, Qii. -, 1780,

S I R,

I have the honour to inclofe to

Congrefs a copy of the proceedings
of a board of general officers in the

caufe of Major Andre, Adjatnnt-
general to the Britilh army. This

'crticer was executed in purfuance
of the fentcnce of the board, on
Monday the 2d inftant, at twelve

o'clock, at our late camp at Tap-
VoL. XXIII.

[3S5

pan. Befides the proceedings, I

trnnfmit copies of fundry letters

rcfpeding the matter, which are

all that pafled on the fubjeft, not

included in the proceedings,

I have now the pleafure to com-
municate the names of the three

perfons who captured Major An-
dre, and who refufed to releafe

him, notwithftanding the moft
earnefl: importunities, and afi'ur-

ances of a liberal reward on his

part. Their names are, John
Paulding, David Williams, and
Ifaac Vanwert. c,

Proceedings of a Board of General

Officers, held by order of his Ex-
cellency Gen. Wajhingion, Com-
mander in Chief of the Army cf
the United States of America, re-

fpeeling Major An^Ts, Adjutant^

general of the Britifh Army, Sep-

te?nber 2g, 1780, at Tappan, //i

the State of New York,

PRESENT,'
Major-general Green, Prefi-

dent ; Major-general Lord Stir-

ling, Major-general Sr, Clair,

Major-general the Marquis de la

Fayette, Major-general Howe, Ma-
jor-general the Baron de Steuben,
Brigadier-general Parfons, Briga-
dier-general Clinton, Brigadier-

general Knox, Brigadier-general

Glover, Brigadier-general Patter-

fon. Brigadier-general Hand, Bri-

gadier-general Huntington, Bri-

gadier-general Starke, John Lau-
rence, Judge-advocate-general.

Major Andre, Adjutant-general
to the Britifh army, was brought
before the board, and the following

letter from General Wafhington
to the board, dated head-quarters,

Tappan, September 29, 1780, was
laid before them, and read :

[B b] Gen-
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Gentlemen,

Major Andre, Ac^jutant-general

to the Britifn army, will be brought
before you for your examination.
He came within our lines in the

night, on an interview with A'Jajor-

general Arnold, and in an afTum-
ed charafter, and was taken with-

in our lines, in a difguifed habit,

with a pais under a feigned name,
and with the inclofed papers con-
cealed upon him. After a care-

ful examination, you will be plea-

fed, as fpeedily as pofiible, to re-

port a prec'i^e Hate of his cafe, to-

gether with your opinicn of the

light in wliich he ought to be con-

sidered, and the puniihment that

ought to be iniiifted. The Judge-
advocate will attend to afiill: in the

examination, who has fundry other

pnpers, relative to this matter,

which he will lay before the

board

.

I have the honour to be.

Gentlemen,
your moll obedient,

and humble fervant,

G. Washington.

^be Board of General Ofleers con-

^jencd ct Tappan.

The names of the officers com-
pofing the board were rend to Ma-
jor Andre, and on his being afeed

whether he confeffed the matters

contained in the letter from his

Excellency General W?,(h!ngton to

the board, or denied them, he
faid, in addition to his letter to

General Wafhington, dated Sa-
lem, the 24th of September, 17S0,
which was read to the board, and
acknowledged by Mnjor Andre, to

have been written by him, which
letter m as follows

:

GISTER, 1780.

Salem, z^tb Sept. 1 7 So,

Sir,
WHAT I have as yet faid con-

cerning myfelf, was in the juftifi-

able aitcntpt to be extricated ; I

am too little accuftomed to dupli-

city to have fucceeded.

I beg your excellency will be
perfuaded, that no alteration in

the temper of my mind, or appre-
henfion for mv fifety, induces me
to take the Hep cf addreffing you ;

but that ic is to fecure myfelf from
an imputation of having affumed
a mean charafier for treacherous

purpofes, or felf-i.iterell : a con-
dudt incompatible with the princi-

ples that actuated me, as well as

with my condition in life.

li is to vindicate my fame that I
fpeak, and not tofolicit fecurity.

The perfon in your pcffeflion is

Major John Andre, Adjutant-ge-
neral to the Britifh army.
The infiuep.ce of one command-

er in the army of his adverfary,

is an advantage taken in war. A
correfpcndence for this purpofe I

held, as confidential (in the pre-

fent inflance) with his Excellency
Sir Henry Clinton.

To favour it, 1 agreed to meet
upon ground not within pofts of
either army, a perfon who was to

give mc intelligence: [ came up
in the Vulture man of war for this

efretSl, and was fetched by the boat

from the fhore to the beach : be-

ing there, 1 was told, that the ap-

proach of day would prevent my
return, and that I muft be con-

cealed until the next night. I was
in my regimentals, and had fairly

rifqued my perfon.

Againft my ftipulation, my in-

tention, and without my know-
ledge before hand, i was conduc-

ed
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€il wlihio one of your pods. Your
excellency may conceive my fen-

iation on this occafion, and will

imagine liow much more I mult

have been affef^ed, by a refufal to

re-condu(ft me back the next night

as I had been brought. Thus be-

come a prifoner, I had to concert

xny efcape. I quitted my unifi.>rm,

and was palTed another way in

the night, without the American
pods, to neutral ground; and be-

ing informed I was beyond all

armed parties, and left to prefs

for New-York, I was taken at

Tarry-town, by fome volunteers.

Thus, as 1 have had the honour
to relate^ was I betrayed (being

Adjutant-general of the Britifh

army) into the vile condition of an
enemy within your port--.

Having avowed myfelf a Britifh

officer, I have nothing to reveal

but what relates to myfelf, which
is true on the honour of an otiicer,

and a gentleman.

The requelt I have made to

your excellency, and I am con-

fcious that I addrefs myfelf well,

is, that in any rigour policy may
dirtate, a decency of conduct to-

wards me may mark, that though
unfortunate, I am branded with
nothing diflionourable ; as no mo-
tive could be mine, but the fer-

vice of my king, and as I was in-

voluntarily an impoftor.

Another requell is, that I may
be permitted to write an open let-

ter to Sir Henry Clinton, and
another to a friend for cloaths and
linen.

I take the liberty to mention
the condition of fome gentlemen
at Charles town, who, being ei-

ther on parole, or under protec-

tion, wtre engaj;ed in a confpira-

cy againll us. Though their fitua-

tioR is not fimilar, they are ob-
jei5ls who may be fent in eAcliange
for me, or are perfons whom the
treatment I receive might affeft.

It is no lefs. Sir, in a confidence
in the generofity of your mind,
than on account of your fuperior

ftatior, that I have chofen to im-
portune you with this letter. I

have the honour to be, with the
greateft refped. Sir, your excel-

lency's moft obedient,

and moft humble fervant,

John Andre, Adj. Gen.
His Excellency Gen. Wajhington, Ijc,

He then faid, that he came on
ftiore from the Vulture floop of
war, in the night of the twenty-
iirll of September in ft. fomewhere
under the Haverftraw Mountain;
that the boat he came on ftiore in

carried no flag, and that he had on
a furtout coat over his regimen-
tals, and that he wore his fur-

tout coat when jle was taken :—

*

That he met General Arnold on
the fhore, and had an interview

with him there. He alfo faid,

that when he left the Vulture floop

of war, it was underftnod he was
to return that night; bu: it was
then doubted : ana \i he could not
return he was promifed to be con-
cealed on fhore in a place of fafety,

until the next night, when he was
to return in the fame manner he
came on ftiore ; and when the

next day came, he was fo'icitous

to get back, and made enquiries

in the courfe of the day, how
he fliould return, when he was
informed he could not return

that way, and he muft take the

route he did afterwards. He alfo

faid, that the hrft notice he had of
his being within any of our pofts,

wa?, b^ing challenged by the fen-

[B i] z try.
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try, which was the firil night he

was on the Ihore. He alfo faid,

that the evening of the twenty-

fecond of September inllant, he

pafled King's Ferry, between our

polls of Stoney and Verplank's

Points, in the drefs he is at pre-

fent in, and which he faid was

not his regimentals; and which
drefs he procured after he landed

from the Vulture, and when he

was within our poll ; and that he

was proceeding to New York, but

was taken on his way at Tarry-

town, as he mentioned in his let-

ter, on Saturday the 23d of Sep-

tember inftant, about nine o'clock

in the morning.

The following papers were laid

before the board, and fhewn to

Major Andre, who confefled to the

board, that they were found on
him when he was taken ; and faid

they were concealed in his boot,

except the pafs :—

-

A pafs from General Arnold to

'John Anderfon, which natm Major
Andre ackno^ailedged he offumed.

Artillery orders, September 5,

1780.
Ellimate of the force at Weft-

Point and its dependencies, Sep-

tember 1780.

Ellimate of men to man the

works at Well-point, &c.

Return of ordnance at Weft-
pr:"t, September, 1780.

R.emarks on works at Weft-
point.

Copy of a ftate of matters laid

before a council of war, by his

Excellency General Wafliington,

held the 6th of September, 1780.

A letter figned John Anderfon

y

dated September 7, 1780, to Co-
lonel Sheldon *, was alfo laid be-
fore the board, and fhewn to Ma-
jor Andre, which he acknoivledged

to have been written by him, and
is as follows :

Nenv Torkf Sept. 7, 1780,

S I R,

I A M told my name is made
known to you, and that I may
hope your indulgence in permit-

ting me to meet a friend near

your out-pofts. I will endeavour
to obtain permiflion to go out with
a flag which will be fent to Dobb's
Ferry, on Monday next, the nth,
at 12 o'clock, when I fhall be
happy to meet Mr. G f

.

Should r not be allowed to go,
the officer who is to command the

efcort, between whom and my-
felf no diftinftion need be made,
can fpeak on the affair.

Let me intreat you. Sir, to

* Left it fhould be fuppofeJ that Colonel Sheldon, to whom the above letter

is addrefl.ed, was privy to the plot carrying on by General Arnold, it is to be

obferved, that the letter was found among Arnold's papers, and had been tranf-

mitted by Colonel Sheldon, who, it appears from a letter on the 9th of Sep-
tember to Arnold, which inclofed it, had never heard of John Anderfon be-

fore. Arnold, in his anlwer on the loth, acknowledged he had not commu-
nicated it to him, though he had informed him, that he expefted a perfon would
come from New York, for the purpofe of bringing him intelligence.

•|- It appears by the fame letter that Arnold had written to Mr. Anderfon,

under the fignature of Gultavus, His words are, " I was obliged to write with

great caution to him, my letter was figned Gullavus, to prevent any difcovery,

in cafe it fell into the hands of the enemy,"

favour
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favour .1 matter To interefting to

the parties concerned, and which

is ofTo private a nature, that the

public on neither fide can be in-

jured by it.

1 (hall be happy, on my part,

in doing any aft of kindnefs to

you, in a family or property con-

cern of a fimilar nature.

I truft I Ihall not be detained:

but Ihould any old grudge be a

caufe for it, I (hould rather rifle

that, than neglecl the bulinefs in

queition, or ail ume a myikrious

charafter to carry on an innocent

affair ; and, as friends have ad-

vifed, get your lines by llealth, I

am, Sir, with all regard.

Your mod: obedient,

humble fervant,

John Anderson.
Colonel Sheldoji,

Major Andre obferved, that this

letter could be of no force in

the cafe in quellion, as it was
written in New York, when he

was under the orders of General

Clinton, but that it tended to

prove, that it was not his inten-

tions to come within our lines.

The board having interrogated

M.ijor Andre, about his concep-

tion oi his coming on fhore under

the fandion of a flag, he faid,

" that it was impoflible for him to

fuppofe he came on fhore under
that fandion ; and added, that if

he came on fhore under that fanc-

tion, he certainly might have re-

turned under ir."

Major Andre having acknow-
ledged the preceding fafts, and
being afked whether he had any
thing to fay refpcfting them, an-
fwered, he left them to operate

with the board.

The examination of Major An-

dre being concluded, he was re-

manded into cuftody.

The following letters were laid

before the board and read :—Bene-

dict Arnold's letter to Gen. Wafh-
ington, dated September 25, 1780;
Colonel Robinfbn's letter to Ge-
neral Wafhington, dated Septem-
ber 25, 1780; and General Clin-

ton's letter, dated the 26th of Sep-

tember, 1780, (inclofing a letter of

the fame date from Benedicl Ar-

nold) to General Wafhington.

On board the Vulture, Sept. 25

1780.

Sir,
THE heart which is confcious

of its own reditnde, cannot at-

tempt to palliate a Hep which the

world may cenfure as wrong. I

have ever aded from a principle of

love to my country, fince the

commencement of the prefent un-

happy conteft between Great Bri-

tain and her Colonies : the fame
principle of love to my country

aduates my prefent condud, how-
ever it may appear inconfiflent to

the world, who very feldom judge

right of any man's adions.

I have no favour to aflc for my-
felf. I have too often experienced

the ingratitude of my country to

attempt it; but from the kncwn
humanity of your excellency, i

am induced to afk your protedion

for Mrs. Arnold, from every in-

fult and injury that a miltaken

vengeance of my country may ex-

pofe her to. It ought to fall only

on me : fhe is as good and as i' -J

nocent as an angel, and is incapa-

ble of doing wrong. I beg lie

mav be porniitied to return to htr

friends in Philadelphia, or to

come to me, as Ihe may chufe.

From your excellency I have no

{B /'] 3 fears
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fears on her account, but (he may
fuffer from the miftaken fury of

the country.

I have to requeft that the In-

clofed letter may be delivered io

Mrs. Arnold, and Ihe permitted to

write to me.

I have alfo to aCc that my
cloaths and baggage, which are of

little confequcnce, may be fent to

ine; if required, their value fliall

be paid in money. I have the ho-

nour to be, with great regard and

efteem, your excellency's moft obe-

dient fervant,

B. Arnold.
H/s Excellency Gen. JVaJhsngton,

N. B. In juftice to the gentle-

men of my family. Colonel War-
wick, and Major Franks, I think

myfelf in honour bound to declare,

that they, as well as Jofhua Smith,

Efq; (»vho I know is fufpeded}

are totally ignorant of any tran-

fa(n.ions of min?, that they had
reafon to believe were injurious to

the public.

Vulture, off' Sinjink, Sept. 25, 1780.
S I R,

I A M this moment informed,

that Major Andre, Adjutant-gene-

ral of his niajeily's army in Ame-
rica, is detained as a priioner by
tlae army under your command.
It is therefore incumbent on me
to inform you of the manner of his

falling into your hands : he went

fame manner ;-.s I do, I mull de-

fire you will order him to be fet

at liberty, and allowed to return

immediately. Every ftep Major
Andre took, was by the advice and
direction of General Arnold, even

that of taking a feigned name, and
of courfe not liable to cenfure

for it.

I am. Sir, not forgetting our
former acquaintance, your very

humble fervant,

Bev. Robinson,
Col. Rov, Americ.

His Excellency Gen. Wajhington.

Ne^<j I'ork, Sept. 26, 1780.

Sir,
BEING informed that the

king's Adjutant-general in Ame-
rica has been i'opt, under Major-
general Arnold's pafTports, and is

detained a prifoner in your excel-

lency's army, I have the honour
to inform you. Sir, that I permit-

ted Major Andre to go to Major-
general Arnold, at the particular

requeft of that general officer. You
will perceive, Sir, by the inclofed

paper, that a flag of truce was
fent to receive Major Andre, and
pafTports granted for his return.

I therefore cannot have a doubt
but your excellency will imme-
diately dirert, that this officer has

permiHion to return to my orders

at New York.

I have the honour to be, your
tip with a flag, at the requeit of excellency's moll obedient, and
General Arnold, on public bufi- moft humble fervant,
nefs with him, and had nis permit
t<i return by land to New Yo.k,
Upon thi^fe ci^curnllances, Major
Antire carnict be detained by you,
without the v{reateli violation of
flag and co . rary to the cullcm
aijd u. ge ot a.) nations; and as I

H. Clinton.
JIfs Excellency Gen. Wajhington.

NenvTork, Sep. 26, 1780.
Sir,

IN nnlwer to your excellency's

me" ge, ipf| eding your Adjutaht-
imagme )ou vviii fee this in the general. Major Jindre, and deli

vering
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vering my ideas of tlie rezfon

why he is detained, being under

my pafTports, I have the honour to

inform you, that I apprehend a

few hours mull return Major An-
dre to your Excellency's orders, as

that officer is alTuredly under the

protection of a flag of truce, fent

bv me to him, for the purpofe of a

converfation, which I rcquefted to

hold with him relating to myfelf,

and which I willied to commu-
ni."ate, through that officer, to

your Excellency.

I commanded at the time at

Weft-point, and had an undoubted
right to fen. I my flag of truce for

iVlajor Andre, who came to me
under that procedion ; and having

held my converiation with him, I

delivered him confidential papers

in my own hand- writing, to de-

liver coyour Excellency. Thinking
it much properer he (hould return

by land, I direded him to make
ufe of the feigned name of John
Anderfcn, under which he had by

my dirt-ftion come on fhore, and
gave him my paflports to go to the

White Plains, on his way to New-
York. This officer cannot,

therefore, fail of being imme-
diately fent to New-York, as he
was invited to a c 'nvrrfauon with
me, for which I lent him a flag of
truce, and finally gave him pafl*-

ports for his fafe return to your
excellency ; all which I had then

a right to do, being in the adual
fervice of America, under the

orders of General Wj'lhington,
and commanding-general at Well-
point, and its di-pendencies.

1 have the honour to be your
excellency's mcll obedient, and
very humble fervant,

IJ. Arnold.
fjis Excelltncj Sir Henry Cl;nton.

The Board having con fidered the

letter from his Excellency General
Wartiington refpccling Major An-
dre, Adjutant general to the Bri-

tifh army, the confeflion of Major
Andre, and the paper^ produced
lo them, report to his Excellency

the Commander in Chief, the fol-

lowing fatl.s, whirh appear to them
relative to Major Andre :

Firfl, That he came on fhore

from the Vulture {loop of war, in

the night of the 2 lit of September

inftant, on an interview with Ge-
neral Arnclu, in a private and se-

cret manner.
Secondly, That he changed his

drefs within on: lines ; and under

a feigned name, and in a diiguifed

habit, pafled our works at Stoney

and Verplank's points, the even-

ing of the 22d of September in-

ftant, and wa taken the morning
of the 2jd of September mltant,

at Tarry-town, in a difguifed ha-

bit, he being then on his way for

New-York ; and when taken, he

had in his polTeffion kveral papers,

which contained intelligence for

the enemy.
The Board having maturely

con fidered thefe fids do alfo re-

port to his Excellency General
Wafliington, tnat M.ijor Andre,
Adjutant general to the Brialh

armv, ought to be c^niidered a:> a

fpy from the enemy, and that,

agree- be to the law and ufage

of nations, it is their opinion, he
ought to lofl'er death.

Nathaniel Green, major-gene-

ral, prefident ; Stirling, major-

general ; La Fayette, major-gene-

ral ; Ar. St. Clair, mjor-general

;

R.Howe, major-general ; Steuben,

mrijor-general ; Samuel H. Par-

fons, brigadier - general
; J.

mes
Clinton, brigadier-general; flcnry

[B 6] 4 Knox,
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Knox, brigadier-general artillerv

John Glover, brigadier. general

John Patterfon, brigadier-general
Edvvard Hand, brigadier-general

J. Huntington, brigadier-general

John Starke, brigadier -general

John Laurence, judge- advocate
general.

APPENDIX.
Copy of a Letterfrom M.TJcr Andre,

Adjutant - general, to Sir Henry
Clinton, K. B. &c. i^c.

Tappan, Sept. 29, 1780.

Sir,
YOUR excellency is doubtlefs

already apprifed of the manner in

which I vv'as taken, and poffibly of
the ferious light in which my con-
duft is confidered, and the rigorous

determination that is impending.
Under thefe circumlir.nces, I

have obtained General Walhing-
ton's permiflion to fend you this

letter, the objeft of which is, to

remove from your bread any fuf-

picicn that I could imagine I was
bound by your excellency's orders

to expofe myfelf to what has hap-
pened. The events of coming
within an enemy's polls, and of
changing my drefs, which led me
to my prefent fituation, were con-
trary to my own intentions, as

they v/ere to your orders ; and the

circuitous route which I took to

return, was impofed, (perhaps
unavoidably) without alternative,

upon me.

I am perfectly tranquil in mind,
and prepared for any fate to which
an honeft zeal for my king's fer-

vice may have devoted me.
In addreliing myfelf to your

excellency on this occafion, the

force of all my obligations to you,

9nd of the attachment and grati-

tude I bear you, recurs to mc.
With all the warmth of my heart,

I give you thanks for your excel-

lency's profufe kindnefs to me !

and I fend you the moft earnell:

wifhcs for your welfare, which a

faithful, aftcdionate, and refpe<Sl-

ful attendant can frame.

I have a mother and three

fillers, to whom the value of my
commiflion .would be an objeft, as

the iofs of Grenada has much
afFedled their income. It is need-

lefs to be more explicit on this

fubjeCl
J I am perfuaded of your

excellency's goodnefs.

I receive the greateft attention

from his excellency General VVafli-

ington, and from every perion

under whofe charge 1 happen to

be placed.

I have the honour to be, with

the moft refpeclful attachment,

your excellency's moft obedient,

and moft humble fervant,

John Andre, Adjutant-gen.

(Addreffed)

His Excellency Sir Henry Clinton,

K. B. ^c. ^'c. ^f.

Copy of a Letter from his Excellency

G^«^r/j/ Wafliington, to his Ex-

cellency Sir Henry Clinton.

Head- garters, Sept. 30, 1780.

Sir,
IN anfwer to your excellency's

letter of the 26th inftant, which I

had the honour to receive, I am
to inform you, that Major Andre
was taken under fuch circum-

ftances, as would have juftified the

moft fummary proceedings againft

him. I determined, however, to

refer his cafe to the examination

and decifion of a board of general

officers, who have reported, on his

free and voluntary confeffion and
letters.
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letters, " That he came on fliore

from the \'ulture f.oop of war, in

the night of the 21ft of Septem-

ber," &c. ^-c. as in the report of

the board cf g;eneral officers.

From thefe proceedings it is

evident. Major Andre was em-
ployed in the execution of mea-
furcs very foreign to the objecls of

flags of trucp, and fuch as they

were never meant to authorize or

countenance in the moil dillant

degree ; and this gentleman con-

feded, with the greateft candour,

in the courfe of his examination,
** That it was impoffible for him
to fuppofe, he came on fhore under
the fanftion of a flag,"

I have the honour to be your
excellency's moll obedient, and
moil humble fervant,

G. Washington.
(Addrefled)

His Excellency Sir Henry CHuton.

In this letter. Major Andre's,
of the 29th of September, to Sir

Henry Clinton, was tranfmitted.

Neiu-Tork, Sept, 26, 1780.

S I R,

PERSUADED that you are

inclined rather to promote than
prevent the civilities and ai-^s of
humanity, which the rules of war
permit between civilized nations,

I find no difficulty in reprcfenting

to you, that feveral letters and
meflages fent from hence, have
been difregarded, are unanfwered,
and the flags of truce that carried
the.n detained. As I ever had
treated all flags of truce with ci-

vility and refped, I have a right
to hope, that you will order my
complaint to be immediately rc-

dreilcd.

Major Andre, who vlfited an
officer commanding in a diflrift at

his own defire, and afted in every
circumftance agreeable to his di-

reftion, I find is detained a pri-

foner : my friendfliip for him leads
me to fear, he may fufFer fomc
inconvenience for want of ne-
cefTaries ; I wi<h to be allowed to

fend him a few, and fliall take it

as a favour if you will be pleafed

to permit his fervant to deliver

them. In Sir Henry Clinton's ab-
fence, it becomes a part of my
duty to make this reprefentatloa

and rcquefl.

I am, Sir, your Excellency's moH
obedient humble fervant.

James Robertson, Lieut. Gen,

His Excellency Gen. IFajhingion.

Tafpany Sept. ^0^ 17 80.

S I R,

I HAVE juft received your
letter of the 26th. Any delay

which may have attended your

flags has proceeded from accident,

and the peculiar circumftances of

the occa'lon, not from any inten-

tional neglecl, or violation. The
letter that admitted of an anfwer,

has received one as early as it

could be given with propriety,

tranfmitted by a flag this morning.
As to meflages, I am uninformed
of any that have been fent.

The necelTaries for Major Andre
will be delivered to hiiy, agree-

able to your requeft.

I am. Sir, your moft obedient

humble fervant.

G. Washington,

Hii Excelkne^ Lieut. Gen. Rohrtjhn,

New-t'or^.



394] ANNUAL REGISTER, 1780.

Ne^oj-Tork, Sept. 30, 1780.

S 1 R,

FROM your excellency's letter

cF ihis date, I am perfuaded the

Beard of General officers, to whom
you referred the cafe of Maj>ir An-
dre, cannot have been rightly in-

formed of all the circomlbnces en

which a judgment ought to be

formed. I think it of the higheft

moment to humanity, that your

excellency fhould be perfe<^ly ap-

prized of the flate of this matter,

before you proceed to put that

judgment in execution.

For this reafon, I fhall fend his

ExcellencyLieutencint-general Ro-
bf.rtfon, and two other gentlemen,

to give you a true ftaie of fat^s,

and to declare to you my fenti-

ments and refolutions. They will

I'er out to-morrow as esr!}' a? the

v»'ind and tide will permit, and
•wait near Dchb's- ferry for your

permiinon and fafe conduft, to

meet ycur Excellency, cr fuch

perfons as you may appoint, to

converfe with them on thisfubjeifl.

I have the honour to be your

Excellency's molt obedient and
itumble fervant,

H. Clinton.

P. S. The Hon. Andrew Elliot,

Efq; Lieutenant - governor, and

the Hon. Willip.m Smith, Chief

Jiillice of this province, will attend

fas Excellency Lieutenant-general

Robertfon. H. C.
JHis Excellency Gen. Wajhliigton.

Lieutenant - genei'al Robertfon,

Mr. Elliot, and Mr. Smith, came
up in a ring vefTci to Dobb*s-ferry,

agreeable to the above letter. The
two laH were not fufFeied to land.

General J^obertfon was permitted

)o come oa Ihore, and was met by

Major-general Greene, who ver-

bally reported, that General Ro-
bertfon mentioned to him in fub-

ftance what is contained in his

letter of the zd of Oi'tober, tOi

General WaQiington, I

Nti's-Tcrk, Oa. I, 1780.

Sir,
I TAKE this opportunity to

inform your Excellency, that I

confider mylelf no longer acting

under the commiffion of Congreis

:

their lalt to me being among my
papers at Weft-Point, you. Sir,

will make fuch ufe of it as you
think proper.

At the fame time I beg leave to

affure your Excellency, that my
attachment to the true intercfl of

my country is invariable, and tliat

I am aftuated by the fame piin-

cipie which has ever been the go-

verning rule of my conduct in this

unhappy ccnteit.

I have the honour to be, very

refpedfullv, your Excellency's moil

obedient humble fervant.

B. Arnold.
Hts Excelhn':y Gert, Wajhingtan.

Greyhound Schooner, Flag of Truct,

Dobb's- Ferry, 0^1. 2, 1780.

Sir,
A NOTE I have from General

Greene, leaves me in doubt if his

memory had ferved him to relate

to you, with exsclnefs, the fub-

llance of the converfation that had
paiTed between him and myfelf,

on the fubjed, of Major Andre :

in an affair of fo much confe-

quence to my friend, to the two

armies, and humanity, 1 would

leave no poffibiliry of a miiunder-

ftanding, and therefore take the

liberty
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liberty to put in writing the fub-

ftance of what I faid to General

Greene.

I offered to prove, by the evi-

dence of Colonel Robinfon, and

the officers of the Vulture, that

Major Andre went on (Tiore at

General Arnold's defiie, in a boat

fent for him with a flag of trtir<' ;

that he nor only came a'hore v/ith

the knowledge and under vhe pro-

tedlion of the genera) who com-

manded in the diftridt, but that

he took no ftep while on fhore,

but by the direflion of General

Arnold, as will appear by the

inclofed letter from him to your

Excellency. Under thele circum

llances, I could not, and hoped

you would not, confider Major
Andre as a fpy, for any improper

phrafe in his letter to you.

The fads he relates correfpond

with the evidence I ofFer ; but he

admits a conclufion that does not

follow. The change of deaths

and name was ordered by General

Arnold, under whofe directions he

neceiTarily was while within his

command.
As General Greene and I did

not agree in opinion, I w.fhed,

that difinterefled gentlemen of

knowledge of the law of war and
nations might he afked their opi-

nion on the lubj dl, and men-
tioned Monficur Knyphaufen and
General Rochambailt.

I related, that a Captain Ro-
binfon had been delivered to Sir

Henry Clinton as a fpy, and un-
doubtedly was fuch ; but thai it

being fignifi'd to him, that you
were dcfirous that the man (hould

be exchanged, he hud ordered him
to be exchange,!,

I vvifhed that an intercourfe of

fuvh civilities, as [Ke rules of war

admit of, might take ofF many of
its horrors, t admitted that Ma-
jor Andre had a great fhare of
Sir Henry Clinton's efteem, and
that he would be infinitely obliged
by his liberation ; and that, if he
was permitted to return with me
I would engage to have any perfoa
you would be pleafed to name,
fet at liberty.

I added, that Sir Henry Clinton
had never put to death any perfoa
for a breach of the rules of war,
though he had. and now has,
many in hi^ power. Under the
prefent circumltances, much good
may arife from hunianity, much
ill from the want of it. If that
could give any weight, I beg leave
to add, that vour favourable treat-
ment of Major Andre, will be a
favour 1 fhould ever be intent to
return to any you hold dear.

My memory does not retain,
with the exadnefs I could wifli,

the words of the letter which Ge-
neral Gre-ne ihevved me from Ma-
jor Andre to your Excellency.
For Sir Henry Clinton's fatif-

fadion, I beg you will order a
c pv of it to be fent to me ac
New-York.

I have the honour to be your
Excellency's moft obedient and
moll humble fervant,

James Robertson.
II/s Excellency Gen. Ifajhingtcn,

Ne-iu-Tork, Oa. 1, 1 7 So.

S I R,

THE polite attention (hewn
by your Excellency and the gen-
tlemen of your family to Mrs. Ar-
nold, when in dillrefs, demands
my grateful acknowledgment and
thanks, whicii 1 beg leave to pre-

fent.

From
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From your Excellency's letter to

Sir Henry Clinton, I find a Board
of General Officers have given it

as their opinion, that M;!Jor Andre
comes under the defcription of a

fpy : my good opinion of the can-

dour and j uitice of thofe gentlc;men

leads me to believe, that if they

had been made fully acquainted

with every circumftance refpeding

Major Andre, they would by no

means have confidered him in the

light of a fpy, or even of a pri-

foner. In jullice to him, I think

it my duty to declare, that he

came from on board the Vulture

at my particular requeft, by a flag

ient on purpofe for him by Jofhua

Smith, Efq; who had permilTion to

go to Dobb's- ferry to carry letters,

and, for other purpofes not men-
tioned, and to return. This was

done as a blind to the fpy-boat?.

Mr. Smith at the fame time had

juy private direclions to go on
board the Vulture, and bring on

Ihore Colonel Robinfon, or Mr.

John Anderfon, which was the

name I had requeued Major An-
dre to afTume : at the fame time I

defired Mr. Smith to inform him,

that he fhould have my protedion,

and a fafe palTport to return in the

fame boat, as foon as our bufinefs

was completed. As feveral acci-

dents intervened to prevent his

being fent on board, I gave him
my palTport to return by land.

Major Andre came on fhore in

his uniform (without difguife)

which, with much reluftance, at

my particular and prefling inftance,

he exchanged for another coat. V
furniihed him with a horfe and

faddle, and pointed out the route

by which he was to return : and as

commanding officer in the depart-

ment, I had an undoubted right

to tranfad all thefe matters, which,
if wrong. Major Andre ought by
no means to fuffer for them.

But if, after this juft and can-

did reprefentation of Major An-
dre's cnfe, the Board of General
Officers adhere to their former

opinion, I fhall fuppofe it dictated

by paffion and refentment ; and if

that gentleman fhould fuffer the

feverity of their fentence, I fhould

think myfelf bound by every tie

of duty and honour, to retaliate

on fuch unhappy perfons of your
army as may fall within my power,

that the refped. due to flags, and
to the law of nations, may be

better underftood and obferved,

1 have farther to obferve, that

forty of the principal inhabitants

of South Carolina have juftly for-

feited their lives, which have hi-

therto been fpared by the cle-

mency of his Excellency Sir Henry
Clinton, who cannot in juftice

extend his mercy to them any
longer, if Major Andre fuffers ;

which, in all probability, will open
a fcene of blood, at which hu-
manity will revolt.

Suffer me to intreat your Ex-
cellency, for your own, and the

honour of humanity, and the love

you have of juftice, that you fuffer

not an unjuft fentence to touch the

life of Major Andre.

But if this warning (hould be

difregarded, and he fuffer, I call

heaven and earth to witnefs, that

your Excellency will be jullly an-

fvverable for the torrent of blood

that may be fpilt in confequence.

I have the honour to be, with

due refped, your Excellency's mofl

obedient and very humble fervant,

B. Arnold,

His Excellency Gen. Wajhingtcn.
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BUOYED above the terror of

death, by the confcioufnefs of a

life devoted to honourable purfuits,

and ftained with no adion that

can give me remorfe, I trufl that

the requeft I make to your Excel-

lency at this ferious period, and

which is to foften my lall mo-
ments, will not be rejefied.

Sympathy towards a foldier will

furely induce your Excellency and

a military tribunal to adapt the

mode of my death to the feelings

of a man of honour.

Let me hope. Sir, that if aught

in my charadler imprefTes you with

cfteem towards me, if aught in my
misfortunes marks me as the viftim

of policy, and not of refentment, I

fhall experience the operation of
ifliefe feelings in your bread, by
being informed that I am not to

die on a gibbet.

I have the honour to be your

Excellency's moll obedient, and
moft humble fervant,

John Andre,
Adj. Gen. to the Britilh Army.

The time which elapfed between
the capture of Major Andre, which
was the 23d of September, and
his execution, which did not take

place till twelve o'clock on the

zdofOftober; the mode of try-

ing him ; his letter to Sir Henry
Clinton, K. B. on the 29th of

September, in which he faid, *' I

receive the greateft attention from
his Excellency General Walhing-
ton, and from every perfon under
whofe charge I happen to be
placed ;" not to mention many
other acknowledgments which he
made of the good treatment he

received ; muit evince, that the
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proceedings againft: him were not
guided by paifion or refentment.
The pradice and ufage of war
wereagainll his requeft, and made
the indulgence he foiicited, cir-

cumltanced as he was, inadmiffible.

Publilhed by order of Congrefs,

Charles Thomsoit.

General Amold 'j Addrefs to the In-

habitants ofAmerica, after having
abandoned the Ser'v:ce of the Con-

grefs.

Ke'w-Yorl,On.'j, 17S0.

SHOULD forfeit, even in my
own opinion, the place I have

fo long held in your's, if I could
\tz iadifTerent to your approbation,

and Ijlent on the motives which,

have induced me to join the king's

arms.

A very few words, however, fhall

fufhce upon a fubjeit fo perfonal ;

for to the thoufands who fufFer

under the tyranny of the ufurpers

in the revolted provinces, as well

as to the great multitude who
have longwilhed for its fuoverfion,

this inftance of my condutl can
want no vindication ; and as to

the clafs of men who are criminally

protracting the war from finiiler

views at the expence of the public

intereft, I prefsT their enmity to

their applaufe. I am, therefore,

only concerned in this addrefs to

explain myfelf !.o fuch of my coun-
trymen, as vva.nt abiliiics or op-
portunities to detefl the artifices

by which they .are duped.
Having fougiit by your fide when

the love of ou)r country animated
our arms, I fha)!l expe«^, from your

jullice and can-j'our, what your de-

ceivers, with more arc and Icfs

honcity.
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honefty, will find it inconfiftent

with their own views to admit.

When I quitted doniellic h-ippi-

uefs for the perils of the field, I

conceived the rights of jny coun-

try in danger, and that duty and

honour called me to her defence.

A redrefs of grievances was my
only objeft and aim ; however, I

acquiefcedinaftep which I thought

precipitate, tiie declaration of in-

dependence : to jultify this mea-

sure, mmv plaufible reafons were

urged, which could no longer exill,

when Great Britain, with the open

arms of a parent, offered to em-

brace us as children, and grant

the willied-for redrefs.

And now that her worft enemies

are in her own bofom, I fhould

change my principle?, if I con-

fpired with their deiigns ; your-

felves being judges, was the war
thelcfs jull, becaufefellovv-fubjefts

were confidered as our foe? Vou
have felt the torture in which we
have raifed our arms again.ft a

brother. God incline the guilty

protradters of thefe unnaturi.'! dif-

ienfions to refign their ambi:ion,

and ceafe from their delufions, in

compaffion to kindred blood !

I anticipate your q'aeftion. Was
rot the war a defenf)ve one, until

the French joined in the combi-

nation ? I aifwer , that I thought

fo. You will ad d. Was it not

afterwards necefikry, till the Icpa-

ration c.f the Brit ilb empire was

complete? By no means 5 in con-

tending for the welfare of my
country, I am fre( to declare my
opinion, that this end attained,

all ftrife fhould ha^ e ceafed.

I lamented, th'j refore, the im-

policy, tyranny, and injullice,

which, with a fo.ve. reign contempt

of the people of i Vmerica, Itudi-

oudy neglefled to take their col-

leftire lentimencs of the Britifh

propo.fals of peace, and to nego-
ciate, under a fufpenfion of arms,

for an adjuftment of differences j

I lamented it as a dangerous fa-

crifice of the great interelts of this

couni.ry, to the partial views of
a prciud, ancient, and crafty foe,

I ha<i my lulpicions ot fbme im-
perfc'titions in the councils, on pro-

pof.Js prior to the parliamentary
comniifhon of 1778; but having
then lefs to do in the cabinet than
the field (I will not pronounce pe*
remptorily, as fome may, and per-

haps juftly, that Congrefs have
veil&d them from the public eye)

I ccirtinued to be guided in the

negligent confidence of a foldier.

But the whole world favv, and all

America con felled, that the over-

tures of the fecond commiflion

exceeded our wifhfs and expeAa-
tions ; and if there was any fuf-

picion of the national liberality,

it arofe from its excefs.

Do any believe we were at that

time really entangled by an alli-

ance with France? Unfortunate
deception ! they have been duped
by a virtuous credulity, in the in-

cautious moments of intemperate

palfion, to give ^p their felicity to

ferve a nation wanting both the

will and power to protect us, and
aiming at the deilruftion both of

the mother country and the pro-

vinces. In the phiinnefs of com-
mon fenfe, for I pretend to no
cafuiflry, did the pretended treaty

with the court of Verfailles,

amount to more than an overture

to x'^merica ? Certainly not, be-

caufe no authority had been given

by the people to conclude it, nor

to this very hour have they autho-

xifed its ratification. The articles

s of
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of confederation remain fiiil un-

figned.

In the firm perfoafion, therefore,

that the private judgment of an

individual citizen of this country

is as free from all conventional

rcftraints, fincc as before the infi-

dious ofFers of France, I preferred

thofe from Great-Britain ; think-

ing it infinitely wifer and fafer to

cart my confidence upon her julHce

and geaerofity, than to truii a

monarchy too feeble to ellablifh

your independency, fo perilous to

her diltant dominions ; the enemy
of the Proteftant f;iiih, and frau-

dulently avowing an affection for

the liberties of mankind, while {he

holds her native fjns in vaffalage

and chains.

I aiFedl no difguife, and there-

fore frankly declare, that in thefe

principles I had determined to

retain my arms and command for

an opportunity to furrender them
to Great Britain ; and in con-

certing the meafures for a purpofe,

in my opinion, as grateful as it

would have been beneficial to my
country, I was only folicitous to

accomplifh an event of decifive

importance, and to prevent, as

much as poilible, in the execution
of it, the efFufion of blood.

With the highell fatisfa-^lion I

bear tellimony to my old fellow-

foldiers and citizens, that I find

folid ground to rely upon the cle-

mency of our fovereign, and abun-
dant convidion that it is the ge-
nerous intention of Great-Britain
not only to le.ive the ri^^hts and
privileges of the colonies unim-
paired, together witli their per-
petual exemption from taxation,

but to fuperadd fuch farther be-
nefits as may confift with the com-
mon profperity of the empire. In

fhort, I fought for much lefs thaa
the parent country is as willing
to grant to her colonies as they
can be to receive or enjov-
Some may think 1 continued in.

the ftruggle of thefe unhappy days
too long, and others that I quitted
it too foon.—To the firft F repiv,
that I did not fee with their eves,
nor perhaps had fo favourable a
ntuation to look from, and that to
our common mafter I am willing
to ftand or fall. In behalf of the
candid among the latter, fome of
whom I believe ferve blindly but
honeuly—in the bands 1 have left,

I pray God to give them all the
lights rcquifue to their own fafery

befcre it is too late : and witli

refpeft to that herd of cenfurcrs,
whofe enmity to me originates in.

tneir hatred to the principles by
which I am now led to devote my
life to the re-union of the Britifii

empire, as the belt and only means
to dry up the ftreams of mifcry
that have deluged this country,
they may be allured, that, con-
fcious of the reftitude of my in-

tentions, I (hall treat their malice
and calumnies with contempt and
negledt.

3. Arnold.

Addrefi of Sir George Savile to his

Conjlituents.

To the Gentlemen, Clergy, and Free-
holders, of the County cfYork.

Gentlemen,

I
VENTURE once more to
make you a tender of my {tr.

vice in Parliament. Give me leave,

at the fame time, to offer you my
cordial thanks for all the indul-
gencies you have Ihewn me ; and
lor your kind acceptance of my
endeavours to perform the duty I

had
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had undertaken. I look upon that

partiality and favour as a moft

honourable teftimonyj becaufe it

proves that you entertain a con-

viflion of the purity of my inten-

tions, fufficient to make you over-

look every thing amifs which did

EOt proceed from the vvill.

In renewing mv defirc to con-

tinue in your fervice, I think ir,

however, my duty to confefs to

you, that it has not been without

much ferious confideration, and

more than common hefitation,

that I have determined upon it.

I mufl: not omit making you
aware, that it is by no means
probable I fliould be able even to

perform the mere duty of attend-

ance as punctually as I have hi-

therto done ; efpecially if the du-

ration of parliament Ihould prove

to be for feven years. By what I

have in fome degree experienced

already, I have no reafon to be-

lieve fo long a continuance of fuch

an attendance would be perfedly

confiftcntwith my health.

But there is fomething more
ferious I have to fay to you on

this fubjed. The fatisfaftion and

honour of attending your bufinefs

have ever overbalanced the labour :

but my attendance during the laft

parliament has been fomething

worfe than laborious ; it has been

difcouraging, grievous, and pain-

ful. Look back, for a moment,
upon the things which have been

done, or (being done) have been

approved of, by that body, of

which I have been a conlHtuent

part. Compare the prefent with

the paft fituation of public affairs.

Whether glory, conqueft, and
riches ; or peace, content, liberty,

and the enjoyment of your confli-

tutional rights, be your principal

objeds—In which of them have
you been gratified } I have been,

in my collective capacity, a par-

ty to all thefe changes, and to

all the mcafures which have pro-

duced them : fupported in this

mortifying fituation with one only

confolation, a very great one In-

deed to my own mind, that of
being able to alTure you, that there

has been no one meafure, of all

tliofc that have proved fo ruinous
and fatal, which I have not, as an
individual, refilled, to the utmoil
of my power. A poor, barren,

ineffettual negative ; and a mife-
rable claim to your favour, to have
failed (as far as my power and
flender efforts are in queftion)

almoll in every point regarding

thofe rights, and chat profperity,

which I was fpecially chofen to

cultivate and maintain.

I return to you, therefore, baffled

and difpirited, and I am forry

that truth obliges me to add, with
hardly a ray of hope of feeing any
change in the miferable courfe of

public calamities. ,

On this melancholy day of ac-

count in rendering up to you my
truft, I deliver to you your ihare

of a country maimed and weaken-
ed, its treafure lavifhed and mif-

fpent, irs honours faded, and its

conduft the laughing-Itock of Eu-
rope; our nation in a manner
without allies or friends, except

fuch as we have hired to defiroy

our fellovz-fubjedis, and to ravage

a country, in which we once
claimed an invaluable fhare. I

return to you fome of your prin-

cipal privileges impeached and
mangled. And, laftly, I leave

you, as I conceive, at this hour

and moment, fully, effsftually, and

abfolutely under the difcretion and
power
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power of a military] force, which
is to act without waiting for the

authority of the civil magillrates ;

for it is fit yoa ihoald know, if

you are not already informed, that

an order ilFued in London (at a

moment when the violence of the

riots, and the remilTnefs of the

-civil magiflraie might render ne-

ceiTary an extraordinary and vio-

lent temporary exertion of the

military) that order, I fay, has,

as I have good grounds to believe,

been extended to the whole king-

dom ; where neither of thofe

caufes exi;l;ed in any degree fulH-

cient to julHfy fo decifive and
extraordinary a meafure ; and I do
not know of that order being re-

called.

In this ftate of public affairs,

and with this account to render of
my commilaon, judge whether I

can boldly and cheartullv, or fup-

ported by any rational confidence,

boaft to you as candidates are wont
to do, of what 1 will do, and what
1 will undertake for your fervice.

For this reafon, avoiding even
the ufual ftyle of fuch addrefles,

and forbearing as well the forward
promifes as the fuperficial hum-
blenefs of phrnfe in ule on thefe

occaiions, I make it a folemn duty
to lay before you, without difguKe

or palliation, the prefent ftate of
your concerns as ihey appear to

me, and the gloomy profpeit which
lies before us.

Some have been atcufed of ex-

aggerating the public misfortunes,

nay of having endeavoured to help

forward the mifchief, that they
might afterwards raife difcontents.

I am willing to hope, that neither

my temper, nor my fituation in

life, will be thought naturally to

urge me to promote miferv, dif-

Vofc. XXIU,

cord, or ccnfufion ; or to exult in

the fubverfion of order, or in the

ruin of property. I have no rea-

fon to contemplate with pleafure

the poverty of our country, the

increafe of our debts, and of our
taxes : or the decay'of our com-
merce—Truit not, however, to

my report. Refleft, compare, and
judge for yourfelves.

But under all thefe di (heartening

circumftances, I could yet enter*

tain a chearful hope, and under-

take again the commiflion with,

alacrity, as well as zeal, if I could
fee any effectual fteps taken to re-

move the oriffii>al caufe of the

miichief. *' Then would there be
a hope."

Till th^ purity of the conftiruent

body, and thereby that of the

reprefentative be reftored, there is

NONE.
While the electors fell their

voices to the member, and the

member diftrefies his fortune to

buy them, parliament will be ths

purchafe of the minifter. Parlia-

ment-men will find ways of par-

taking other advantages than

merely their fhare in common with

you, of thofe good meafures which
they Ihall promote, and of thofe

good laws which they fhall enaft

for your government and their

own-: and the modern improved
arts of corruption, by contracts,

fubfcriptions, and jobs, is attended

with this perverfe and vexatioirs

confequence ; that their benefit is

not only unconnected with your's,

but it grows upon your dilirefs.

They feed on the expence ; they

fatten on every extravagance that

art and ill condud can engrnf: on
the natural difadvantages of a re-

mote, ralTi, ill-fated, impolitic,

and unfuccefsful war; the mi-

[Cc] nillcr'4
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nifter's direfl intereft (nay his fuch fiire hope of confiderable ad-

fafety) mean while, requiring him vantage, (at leall, if unaccom-

to pufh the defperate game, and panied by fome other fleps tending

even in felf-defence, to increafe to purify the fources of eleftion

that very expence which is his and reprefentation) but chiefly, be-

crime ; to entrench himfelf ftill caufe, on the beft: information I

deeper in corruption, and by head- have obtained, I have reafon to be-

long and unmeafured extrava- lieve it is the mind and defire of a

gance, to have the means of julli- very large number of my conftitu-

fying to the faithful Commons, ents : this feeming to me to be the

his former mifmanagement and onepoint (atleaft wiihdiftinguifhed

mifdeeds.—See where this ends^ preference) on which the fender,

but forget not where it begins. not he who is fent, has the perfeft

I am led here very naturally to right to judge ; and that, even if

fpeak upon the fubjed of certain after all, I fhould have miftaken

regulations, which have been the their general fenfe, it will be at

objefl of your late aflemblies leall the f,ifer error ; fince there is

and deliberations. Indeed, I have a manifeft difference between the

brought myfelf to this matter al- obtruding one's fclf for feven years

moft unavoidably, but not unvvil- on him v/ho wilhes to have his

lingly. I gladly embrace this moll choice again at the end of three ;

public opportunity of delivering and returning for his approbation

my fentiments, not only to all my at three, when he might perhaps,

conilituents, but to thofe likewife, have been well content to truft

not my conilituents, whom yet in one for feven.

the large fenfe I reprefent, and am I have a momentary pleafure in

faithfully to ferve ; not only to

twenty thoufand, my elcftors, but

to hundreds of thoufands, in the

county I reprefent, (to go no far-

ther) who are to fuffer under the

adding (efpecially when fupported

by your opinions) that I am willing

to flatter myfelf, rather good than

evil may arife from the change.

ButI look upon relloring eledlion

bad condufl of parliament ; and and reprefentation in fome degree

of declaring my intentions, re

garding the two chief articles con-

tained in the refolutions agreed to

at your late meetings ; 1 mean,
rendering parliaments triennial,

and adding to the number of coun-

ty reprefentatives.

(for I expecl no miracles) to their

original purity, to be that, with-

out which all other efforts will be

vain and ridiculous. The tenant-

right, or good-will of a leafe of

three years, is as faleable as that

of a leafe of feven. It will find

I do intend to give ray voice, its price at both the London and
if I have the honour of continuing country markets. It will be bought,

in your fervice, for the change of it will be fold. The member will

feptennial parliaments. And this, be as manageable, if the confti-

jiot becaufe I am fo fanguine as tuent be as venal. And they will

fome are, in a full perfuafion, that not be afraid to meet at market as

it will be a cure for all our evils

;

often as you pleafe.

no, nor even that I promife my- The adding to the county repre-

(elf it will be attended with any fentationi if by no means a perfedl
'

, 4. cure.
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cure, feems yet to me to be the

plaincll and bell propofition for

this purpofe, that lias yet come

under my obfcrvation. I trull,

likewife, it may be pradlicable.

1 therefore embrace it, not only

from a deference to your opinion,

but with an approbation of my
own. Yet, not flattering you, that

it appears to me one of thofe mat-

ters eafy of execution, or to be

done with a thought; on the con-

trary, it is more complicated (as it

feems to me more effe>51:ual) than

the firft-mcntioned alteration. But
this is no time to talk of fmall

rubs, or difliculties. If fomething
be not done, you may, indeed,

retain the outward form of your
conltitution, but not the power
thereof.

For it is too ferious a truth to

be concealed, and, indeed, it is too

late ferioufly to attempt to conceal

it, that if the eledors, forgetting

the folemn duty they owe to the

millions of their fellow-fubjefts,

whofe rights they are in the firft

inftance intrufted with ; if, for-

getting the facred trull repofed in

them, of choofing thofe who are

to govern thofe millions ; if, for-

getting that they are therefore a
lort of rcprefentatives of all the

people (who would be too nume-
rous to vote themfelves) ; I fay, if

forgetting thefe things, and Ihame-
fully proltituting themfelves, they
are become fo profligate as to fell

themfelves and their country ; let

them not wonder (nay, fcarcely
can they complain without fliame)
if thofe whom they choofe, imi-
tating their conduft, retail daily
thofe rights which they have
bought, whether it be at the fep-

tennjal, triennial, or annual fairs.

and markets. We can converfe

thus without a bluih.

Neither time permits, nor does
propriety allow me to enter into

arguments in fupport of a fenti-

ment of which (much I think to

your honour) you have declared

your approbation. But although
it fuits neither the time, nor the

circumftance, to argue and debate,

I trull you will not think I am out

of the line of propriety, of duty,

or of the refpeft I owe you, in thus

making a public declaration of
my opinions and intentions in

matters concerning which, after

the tender I have made of my
fervice, you have an unquellion-

able right, as you mult have a
natural with, to be informed.

When I began this paper, I had
reafon to believe the time prefled ;

I was foon confirmed in what I had
heard. It was become material to

addrefs you quickly, if at all : but
although what I have written has

been the work of a few hours, do
not think that the matter has not

again and again been the fubjeft

of deliberate thought. I ftiould

not have dared to have prefented

you with crude nnd undigefled

ideas, or the fancy of a moment :

but, on the other hand, fo inat-

tentive have I been to the advan-
tages this addrefs might receive,

in its form, from the afliflance of
abler perfons than myfelf, that I
venture to fiibmit it thus publicly

to you, without the opportunity of
communicating it to thofe whofe
principles, judgment, and line of
conduft in the public walk, I have
been habituated to look up to with
hgh refpcd and efteem.

My bufinefs is not to write ably

to you, but to write with fincerity.

The
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The relation that Hands now be- devifed, a good uncerflanding and
tween us, gives you a right, if I union may be infured amongll
may fo Ipcak, to my unmended refpeftable men of all ranks and
fentiments ; and I willingly fub- defcriptions, who agree in the
mit every defect to your cenfure, main principles of liberty ; al-

rather than be-fuppofed to ufe ma- though there maybe fliades of dif-

nagement and art, or to confult ference in fmaller points, or in

what is conformable to perfonal or matters not calling for immediate
party confideration?, inftead of that difcuflion. Indeed, you will find

which unbridled truth (according it true wifdom, and a very hon-

to my conception of it) requires of curable policy, to ftrengthen the

me. WJiat farther fleps may be in caufe of your country with every

contemplation towards obtaining honell aid that can be obtained.—
the laudable objetl of our wilTies, No public caufe was ever carried

I do not know: but it is not pro- by divided efforts,

bable that what has lately arifen Till I have the honour of meet-
will flacken the zeal of thofe who ing you in the exercife of the great

have already ftepped forward in and refpeftablefunfcioncf choofing

thebufinefs. With that idea upon your reprefentatives, I beg leave

my m.ind, it is impoffible for me to fubfcribe myfelf. Gentlemen,
to conclude without exprefilng an with perfeft refpedl, and a remem-
carneil: wifn, that whatever is

thought of may be purfued with

that true fpirit of firmnefs and
moderation, which belongs to the

caufe of juftice ; and above all,

that by every means that can be Neivcajlle upon Tyne, Sept. 5, 1780.

brance of all your kindnefs.

Your moft obliged,

and faithful humble fervant,

G. Saville.

C H A-
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C/jara^er and Manners of the Vene-

tian?. From a Vieiu of Society

and Manners in Italy, by Dr.

Moore.

I
A M very fenfible, that it re-

quires a longer refidence at

Venice, and better opportunities

than I have had, to enable me to

give a charafler of the Venetians,

But were I to form an idea of them
from what I have feen, I (hould

paint them as a lively ingenious

people, extravagantly fond of pub-
lic amufements, with an uncom-
mon relifh for humour, and yet

more attached to the real enjoy-

ments of life, than to thofe which
depend on oftentation, and pro-

ceed from vanity.

The commoH people of Venice
difplay feme qualities very rarely

to be found in that fphere of life,

being lemarkably fober, obliging

to ilrangers, and gentle in their

intercourfe with each other. The
Venetians in general are tall and
well made. Though equally ro-

bull, they are not fo coi pufent as

the Germans. The latter alfo are

of fair complexions, with light

grey or blue eyes ; whereas the

Venetians are for the raoft part of

a ruddy brown colour, with dark
eyes. You meet in the llrcets of
Venice many fine manly counte-

nances, refembling thole tranlmic-

YoL. XXllI.

ted to us by the pencils of Paul
Veronefe and Titian. The women
are of a fine llyle of countenance,
with exprelTive features, and a Qcin

of a rich carnation. They drefs

their hair in a fanciful manner,
which becomes them very much.
They are of an eafy addreA, and
have no averfion to cultivating an
acquaintance with thofe flran'^ers

who are prefented to them by their

relations, or have been properly
recommended.

Strangers are under lefs reftraint

here, in many particulars, than
the native inhabitants. I have
known fome, who, after having
tried mcit of the capitals of Eu-
rope, have preferred to live at Ve-
nice, on account of the variety of
amufements, the gentle manners
of the inhabitants, and the per-

feft freedom allowed in every
thing, except in blaming the mea-
fures of government. I have al-

ready mentioned in what manner
the Venetians are in danger of
being treated who give themfclvej

that liberty. When a Uranger is

fo imprudent as to declaim againlt

the form or the mei<ures of go-
vernment, he will either receive

a melTage to leave the territories

of the Itate, or one of the ^birri

will be fent to accompany him to

the Pope's or the Emperor's domi-
nions.

B The
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The houfes are thought incon-

venient by many of the Englifh :

they are better calculated, how-
ever, for the climate of italy, than

if they were built according to the

London model, which, I fuppofe,

15 the plan thofe critics approve.

The floors are of a kind of red

plailter, with a brilliant glofly fur-

face, much more beautiful than

wood, and far preferable in cafe

of fire, whofe progrefs they are

calculated to check.

The principal apartments are

on the fecond floor. I'he Vene-
tians feldom inhabit the iirft,

which is often intirely filled with

lumber : perhaps th y prefer the

fecond, becaufe it is fartheft re-

moved from the moiiture of the

lakes; or perhaps they prefer it,

becaufe it is better lighted, and
more cheeiful ; or they may have

feme better reafon for this prefer-

ence than I am acquainted with,

or can imagine. Though the in-

habitants of Great Britain make
ufe of the firft floors for their chief

apartments, this does not form a

complete demonltration that the

Venetians are in the wrong for

preferring the feccnd. When an
acute fmfible people univeifally

follow one cuftom, in a mere mat-

ter of conveniency, however ab-

furd that cultom may appear in

the eyes of a Uranger at firfl: fight,

it will generally be found, that

there is fome real advantage in it,

which compenfates all the appa-

rent inconveniences.

1 had got, I don't know how,
the moil contemptuous opinion

of the Italian drama. I had been

told, there was not a tolerable

aftor at prefent in Italy, and I

had been long taught to confider

their comedy as the molt defpica-

ble flufl^ in the world, which could

rot amufe, or even draw a fmile

from any perfon of taftc, being

quite deititute of true humour,
full of ribaldry, and only proper

for the meanefl ofthe vulgar. Im-
prefled with thefe fentiments, and
eager to give his Grace a full de-

monllration of their jullnefs, I ac-

companied the D— of H— to the

ftage-box of one of the play-houfes

the very day of oar arrival at Ve»
nice.

The piece was a comedy, and

the moft entertaining ch-irader in

it was that of a man who fluttered.

In this defed, and in the Angu-

lar grimaces with which the aftor

accompanied it, confilled a great

part of the amufement.
Difgufted at fuch a pitiful fub-

ftitution for wit and humour, I

exprefl'ed a contempt for an au-

dience which could be entertained

by fuch buffoonery, and who could

take pleafure in the exhibition of

a natural infirmity.

While we inwardly indulged

fei liments of felf-approbation, on
account of the refinement and fu-

periority of our own tarte, and
fupported the. dignity of thofe

fentiments by a difdai.nful gra-

vity of countenance, the ftutterer

was, giving a piece of information

to Harlequin, which greatly in-

tereiled him, and to which he lif-

tened with every mark of eager-

nefs. This unfortunate fpeaker

had juft arrived at the moft im-
portant part of his narrative, which
was, to acquaint the impatient

liftener where his miftrefs was con-

cealed, when he unluckily tum-
bled on a word of fix or feven iyl-

lables, which completely obilrufted

the progrefs of his narration. He
attempted it agaui and again, but

alwa^'S
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always without fuccefs. You may
have obferved that, though many
other words would explain his

meaning equally well, you may as

foon make a Taint change his reli-

gion, as prevail on a Ttutterer to

accept of another word in place of

that at which he has ftumbled.

He adheres to his firft word to the

lall, and will fooner expire with

it in his throat, than give it up for

any other you may offer. Harle-

quin, on the prefent occafion,

prefented his friend with a dozen ;

but he rcjeded them all with dif-

dain, and perfifled in his unfuc-

cefiful attempts on that, which
had firft come in his way. At
length, making a defperate effort,

when all the fpedators were gap-
ing in expeflation of his fafe de-

livery, the cruel word came up
with its broad fide foremoft, and
(luck dirciftly acrofs the unhappy
man's wind-pipe. He gaped, and
panted, and croaked ; his face

fiulhed, and his eyes feemed ready

to ilart from his head. Harlequin
unbuttoned the ftuttercr's waift-

coat, and the neck of his ihirt;

he fanned his face with his cap,

and held a bottle of hartfliorn to

his nofe. At length, fearing his

patient would expire, before he

could give the defired intelligence,

in a fit of defpair he pitched his

head full in the dying man's fto-

mach, and the word bohed out of
his mouth to the moil diftant part

of the houfe.

This was performed in a manner
fo pcrfeAly droll, and the hu.
morous abfurdity of the expedient
came fo unexpededly upon me,
that I immediately burlt into a

moil exci'flivc fit of laughter, in

which 1 was accompanied by the

D — , and by your young fiiead

Jack, who was along with us ;

and our laughter continued ia

fuch loud, violent, and repeated

fits, that the attention of the au-

dience being turned from the ftsge

to cur box, occafioned a renewal
of the mirth all over the^'ayhoufe
with greater vociferation than ac

The number of playhoufes ia

Venice is very extraordinary, con-

fidering the fize of the town, which

is not thought to contain above

one hundred and fifty thoufand

inhabitants, yet there are e'ghc

or nine theatres here, including

the opera-houfes. You pay a trifle

at the door for admittance ; this

entitles you to go into the pit,

where you may look about, and
determine what part of the houfe

you will lit in. There are rows

of chairs placed in the front of the

pit, next the orcheftra ; the feats

of thefe chairs are folded to their

backs, and faftened by a lock.

Thofe who choofe to take them,

pay a little more money to the

door keeper, who immediately un-

locks the feat. Very decent-look-

ing people occupy thefe chairs;

but the back part of the pit is filled

with foot.-nen and gondoliers, ia

their common working clothes.

The nobility, and better fort of

citizens, have boxes retained for

the year ; but there are always n
fulficient number to bs let to

llrangers: the price of thofe va-
J" L

ries every night, according to the

feafon cfthe year, and the piece

aded.

A Venetian playhoufe ha-^ a dif-

mal appearance in the cyis of peo-

ple accultomed to the brilliancy of

thofe of London. Many of the

boxes are (o dark, that the faces

of the company ia tliciu can hardly

B z be
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be diftinguifhed at a little diftance,

even when they do not wear mafks.

The ftage, however, is well il-

luminated, fo that the people in

the boxe? can fee, peifedly well,

every thing that is triinfafted there;

and when they choofe to be feen

themfelves, they order lights in-

to their boxes. Between the afls

you fometimes fee ladies v/alking

about, with their Cavalieri Ser-

ventes, in the back part of the pit,

wlien it is not crowded. As they

are mafked, they do not fcruple

to reconnoitre the company, with

their fpying-glafles, from this

place: when the play begins, they

return to their boxes. This con-

tinual moving about from box to

box, and between the boxes and
the pit, mult create Tome confufi-

on, and, no doubt, is difagreeable

to thofe vvho attend merely on ac-

count of the piece. There muft,

however, be found fome douceur in

the midft of all this obfcurity and
confufion, which, in the opinion

of the majority of the audience,

overbalances thefe obvious incon-

veniences.

The mufic of the opera here

is reckoned as fine as in any town
in Italy; and, at any rate, is far

fuperior to the praife of fo very

poor a judge as 1 am. The dra-

matic and poetical parts of thofe

pieces are little regarded ; the poet

is allowed to indulge himfelf in as

many anachronifms, and other in-

con fnlencies, 3=; he pleafes. Pro-

vided the mufic receives the ap-

probation of the critic's ear, his

judgment is not offended with any

abfurdities in the other parts of the

compofition. The celebrated Me-
taftafio has difdained to avail him-

felf of this indulgence in his

•peras^ which are fine dramatic

compofitions. He has preferved

the alliance which ought always to

fubfill between fenfe and mufic.

At the cornic opera I have fome-

times feen a6lion alone excite the

highell applaufe, independent of

cither the poetry or the mufic. I

favv a duo performed by an old

man and a young woman, fup-

pofed to be his daughter, in fuch

an humorous manner, as drew an
univerfal encora from the fpefla-

tors. The merit of the mufical

part of the compofition, I was
told, was but very moderate, and

as for the fentiment you fhall

judge.

The father informs his daugh-

ter, in a fong, that he has found

an excellent match for her; who,
befides being rich, and very pru-

dent, and not too young, was over

and above a particular friend of

his own, and in perfon and difpo-

fition much fuc?i a man as him-
felf; he concludes, by telling

her, that the ceremony will be

performed next day. She thanks

him, in the gayeft air pofiible, for

his obliging intentions, adding,

that fhe fnould have been glad to

have flievvn her implicit obedience

to his commands, provided there

had been any chance of the man's

being to her tafte ; but as, from

the account he had given, there

could be none, fhe declares fhe

will not marry him next day, and
adds, with a 'very long quaver, that

if (he were to live to eternity (he

fhould continue of the fame opi-

nion. The father, in a violent

rage, tells her, that infiead of to-

morrow, the marriage fhould take

place that very day; to which

(he replies, non : he rejoins, fi ;

(lie, non, non ; he, fi, fi ; the

daughter, non, non, nen j the fa-

ther.
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ther, fi, fi, fi ; and fo the finging

conunijes for five or fix minutes.

Yo pftce ve there is nothing mar-

velloufly witty in this ; nnd for a

daughter to be of a different opi-

nion from her father, in the choice

of a hufband, is not a very new
dramatic incident. Well, 1 told

you the duo was encored — they

immeuiately perform- d it a fecond

time, and with more humour than

the firiK The whole houfe vo-

ciferated for it again ; and it was

fungf a third time in a manner e-

quaily p'lealant, and yet perfectly

different from any of the former

two.

I thought the houfe would have

been brought down about our ears,

fo extravagant were the tell. monies

of approbation.

The two a(Sors were ( bliged to

appear again, and fing this duo a

fourth time ; which they executed

in a (lyle fo new, fo natural, and

i'o exquiiuely droll; that the au-

dience now thought there had been

fomeching deficient in all their for-

mer performances, and that they

had hit on the true comic only this

lall time.

Some people began to call for

it again ; but the old man, now
quite exhaulled, begged for mer-

cy ; on which the point was given

up. I never before had any idea

that fuch Itrong comic powers could

have been difplayed in tiie finging

of a long.

Though the Venetian govern-

ment is f^ill under the i,.fiuence

of jeiloufy, that gloomy dxmon
is now encirelv banilhed from the

bofoms of individuals. Inllead of
the confinement in which women
were formerly kept atVonice, they

now enjoy a degree of freedom un-

knowu«ven ati^'arii* Of the two

extremes, the prefer t, without

doubt, is the preferalile.

Along with jealoufy, foijon and
x\\^Jliletlo have been banilhed from
Venetian gallantrvi and the inno-

cent mafic is fubftituted in their

places. According to the belt in-

formation I have received, this

fame mafk is a much more inno-

cent matter than is generally ima-

gined. In general it is not in-

tended to conceal the perfon who
wears it, but only ufed as an apo-

logy for his not being in full drefs.

With a rnafk ftuck. in the hat, and

a kind of black mantle, trimmed
with lace of the fame colour, over

the fhoulders, a man is fufficiently

drefTed for any afTembly at Ve-
nice.

Thofe who walk the ftreets, or

go to the playhoufes with maflcs

aclually covering their faces, are

either engaged in fome love in-

trigue, or would have the fpedla-

tors think fo; for this is a piece

of afFeftation which prevails here,

as well as elfewhere ; and I have

been aliured, by thofe who have

r Tided many years at Venice, that

r(/^«^d' gentlemen, who are fonJ of

the reputation, though they (brink

from the catallrophe of an intrigue,

are no uncommon chara'lers here;

and I believe it the more readily*

becaufe I daily fee many feeble

gentlemen tottering aboutin mafks,

for whom a bafon of warm reltora-

tive foup feems more expedient

than the molt beautiful >vom;in in

V^enice.

One evening at St. Mark's

place, when a gentleman of my
acquaintance was giving an ac-

count of this curious piece of af-

fertation, he defred me to take no-

tice of .1 Venetian n'obleni:>n of his

acquaintance, who, with an air

B 3
of
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of myflerv, was conducing a fe-

male mafk into his caflino. My
acquaintance knew him perfeftly

well, and aflured me he was the

moft innocent creature with women
he had ever been acquainted with.

When this gallant perfon perceiv-

ed that we were looking at him,
his mafk fell to the ground, as if

by accident ; and after we had got

a complete view of his counte-

nance, he put it on with much
hnrry, and immediately rufhed,

with his partner, into the caffinov

—Fugitadfalice-jfed fe cupitantevideri.

You have heard, no doubt, of
thofe little apartments near St.

Mark's place, called caiilnos.

They have the misfortune to la-

bour under a very badreputation ;

they are accufed of being temples
entirely ccnfecratcd tolaw'efs love,

and a thoufand fcandalous tales are

told to ilrangcrs concerning them.
Thofe tales are certainly not be-

lieved by the Venetians themfelves,

the proof of which is, that the caf-

finos are aliovved to exiii ; for I

hold it perfectly abfurd to imagine,

that men would fufter their wives

to enter fuch places, if they were
not convinced that thofe ftories

were ill-founded ; nor can I belitve,

after all we have heard of the pro-

fligacy of Venetian manners, that

women, even of indifferent reputa-

tions, would attend caffinoA in the

open manner they do, if it were
underftood that more liberties were
taken with them there than eife-

where.

The opening before St. Mark's
church i-: the oniy place in Venice
where a great number of people

can affemble. It is the fafhion to

walk here a great part of the even-

ing, to enjoy the mufic, and other

amufements ; and although there

are cofiee-houfes, and Venetian
manners permit ladies, as well as

gentlemen, to frequent them, yet

it was natural for the noble and
moft wealthy to prefer little apart-

ments of their own, where, with-
out being expofed to intrufion, »hey

may entertain a few friends in a
more tafy and unceremonious man-
ner than they could do at their

palaces. Inftead of going home
to a formal fupper, and returniug

afterwards to this place cfamufe-
ment, they order coffee, lemonade,
fruit, and other refrefhments, to

the caflino.

That thofe little apartments
may be occafionally ufed for the

purpoies of intrigue, is not im-
probable ; but that this is the or-

dinary and avowed purpofe for

which they are frequented is, of
ail things, the leait credible.

Some writers who have defcribed

the manners of the Venetians, as

more profligate than thofe of other

nations, affert at the fame time,

that the government encourages
this profligacy, to relax and diili-

pate the minds of the people, and
prevent their planning, or attempt-

ing any thing againil the confli-

tution. Were this the cafe, it

could not be denied, that the Ve-
netian legiflators difplay their pa-

triotifm m a very extraordinary

manner, and have fallen upon as

extraordinary means of rendering

their people good fubjedls. They
firll ereft a defpotic court to guard
the public liberty, and next they

corrupt the morals of the people,

to keep them from plotting againft

the Hate. This lalt piece of re-

finement, however, is no more
than a conjedure of fome theore-

tical politicians, who are apt to

take
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take fa£ls for granted, without fuf-

ficient proof, and afterwards dif-

play their ingenuity in accounting

for them. i hat the Venetians are

more given to fenfual pleafures

than the inhabitants of London,
Paris, or Berlin, I imagine will be

diliicu't to prove ; but as the Hate

inquifitors do not think proper,

and the ecclefiaftical are not allow-

ed to interfere in affairs of gallan-

try ; as a great number of llrang-

crs afi'emble twice or thrice a year

at Venice, merely for the fake of

amufement; and, above all, as it

is the cultom to go about in ma(ks,

an idea prevails, that the manners
are more licentious here than elfe-

where.

Of th: Modern Romans. From the

fame.

IN their external deportment,

the Italians have a grave folem-

nity of manner, which is Ibme-
times thought to arife from a na-

tural gloominefs of difpofition.

The French, above all other na-

tions, are apt to impute to melan-
choly, the fedate ferious air which
accompanies refi^dion.

Though in the pulpit, on the

theatre, and even in common con-
verfation, the Italians make ufe of
a great deal of adion ; yet Italian

vivacity is difterent from French ;

the former proceeds from fenlibili-

ty, the latter from animal fpirits.

The inhabitants of this country
have not the briflc look, and elaf-

tic trip, which is univerfal io

France ; they move rather with a
flow compofcd pace : their fpines,

never having been forced into a

ftraighl line, retain the natural

bend ; and the people of the molt

finifhed fafliion, as well as the ne-
glected vulgar, feem to prefer the
unconllrained attitude of the Anti-
nous, and other antique ftatues, to
the artificial graces of a French
dancing-mafter, or the ered llrut

of a German foldier. I imagine
I perceive a great refemblance be-
tween many of the living counte-
nances I fee daily, and the fea-

tures of the ancient bu'ls snd lla-

tues ; which leads me to believe,

that there are a greater number of
the genuine defcendants of the old
Romans in Italy, than is generally
imagined.

I am often ftruck with the fine

character of countenance to be
feen in the ftreets of Rome. I ne-
ver faw features more expreflive of
reflection, fenfe, and genius; in
the very loweft ranks there are

countenances which announce
minds fit for the higheft and moll
important fituations ; and we can-
not help regretting, chat thofe to

whom they belong, have not re-

ceived an education adequate to

the natural abilities we are con-
vinced they poffefs, and been placed
where thefe abilities could be
brought into aQion,

Of all the countries in Europe,
Switzerland is that, in which the

beauties of nature appear in the

greateft variety of forms, and on
the moft magnificent fcale ; in that

country, therefore, the young land-

fcape painter has the belt chance of
feizing the molt fublime ideas:

but Italy is the bell fchool for the

hillory painter, not only on ac-

count of its being enriched with

the works of the greatell mal'ers,

and the noblelt models of anrique

fculpture ; but alio on account of
the fine expreflive llyle of the Ita-

lian countenance.
B 4. Strangers,
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Strangers, on their arrival at

Rome, form no high idea of the

beauty of the Roman women,
from the fpccimens they foe in the

faOiionable circles lo which they are

iirll introduced. There are fome

exceptions; but in general it mull

be acknowledged, that the pre-

fent race of women of high rank

are more diltingui(hed by their

other Ornaments, than by their

beauty. Among the citizens, how-
ever and in the lower clafTes, you

frequently meet with the molt

beautiful countenances. For a

brilliant red and white, and all the

charms of complexion, no women
are equal to the Englilh. If a

hundred, or any greater number,

of Englilh women were taken at

random, and compared with the

fame number of the wi'/es and
daughters of the citizens of Rome,
I am convinced, that ninety of the

Engliftl would be found handfunier

than ninety of the Romans ; but

the probability is, that two or

three in the hundred Italians

would have finer countenances

than any of the Englifh. Englifh

beauty is more remarkable in the

country, than in towns; the pca-

fantry of no country in Europe can

iland a compa/ifon, in point of

looks, with thole of England.

That race of people have the con-

veniencies of ii-fe in no other coun-

try in fuch perfection ; they are

no where fo well fed, fo well de-

fended from the injuries of the

feafons; and no where elfe do they

keep themfeive- fo perfedftly clean,

and free from ali the vilifying ef-

fects of dirt. The Englilh coun-

try girls, taken collectively, are,

unqueliionably, the handfcnieft

in the world. The female pea-

fants of molt other countries, in.

deed, are fo hard worked, fo ill

fed, fo much tanned by the fun,

and fo dirty, that it is difficult to

know whether they have any beau-
ty or not. Yet I have been in-

formed, by fbme amateurs, fince

I came here, that, in foite of all

thele disadvantages, they fome-
times find, among th'" Italian pea-
fantry, countenances highly in-

tererting, and which they prefer

to all the cherry cheeks of Lanca-
Ihire.

Beauty, doubtlefs, is infinitely

varied ; and, happily for mankind,
their tafte and opinions, on the

fubieft, are equally various. Not-
withilanding this variety, how-
ever, a Ityle efface, in fome mea-
lure peculiar to its own inhabi-

tants, has been found to prevail in

each different nation of Europe.
This peculiar countenance is agaia
greatly varied, and marked with
every degree of difcrimination be-
tween the extremes of beauty and
uglinefs. I will give you a fketch

of the general Ityle of the moft
beautiful female heads in this coun-
try, from which you may judge
whether they are to your taile or

not.

A great profuHon of dark hair,

which feems to encroach upon the

forehead, rendering it fhort and
narrow ; the nofe generally either

aquiline, or continued in a ftraight

line from the lower part of th»

brow ; a full and fhort upper lip ;

(by the way, nothing has a worfe

effedl on a countenance, than a
large interval between the nofe

and mouth ;) the eyes are large,

and of a iparkling black. The
black eye certainly labours under
one difadvantage, which is, that,

from the iris and pupil being of

the fame colour, ihe contradlion

and
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and dilatation of the latter is not

feen, by which the eye is ahjidged

of half its powers. Vet the Ita-

lian eye is wonderfully exprcffive ;

fome people think it fays too much.

The complexion, for the mod
part, is of a clear brown, fometimea

fair, but very feldom florid, or bf
that bright fairnef^ which is com-
mon in England and Saxony. It

mull be owned, that thofe fea-

tures which have a fine exprefiion

of fentiment and meaning in

youth, are more apt, than lefs

exprelTive faces, to become foon

ilrong and mafculine. In Eng-
land and Germany, the women,
a little advanced in life, retain the

appearance of youth longer than in

Italy.

There are no theatricral enter-

tainments permitted in this city,

except during the Carnival ; but

they are then attended with a de-

gree of ardour unknown in capi-

tals whofe inhabitants are under
no fuch reftraint. Every kind of
amufement, indeed, in this gay
feafon, is followed with the great-

ell eagernefs. The natural gra-

vity of the Roman citizensis chang-
ed into a mirthful vivacity ; and
the ferious fombre city of Rome
exceeds Paris itfcif in fprightli-

nefs and gaiety. This fpirit feems
gradually to augment, from its

commencement; and is at its

height in the la(l week of the fix

which comprehend the carnival.

The citizt^ns then appear in the

flrcets, maflced, in the characters

of harlequins, pancaloons, punchi-
iiellos, and all the fantaiiic va-
riety of a mafquerade. This hu-
mour fpreads to m' n, women, and
children ; defcends to the lowed
ranks, and becomes univerlal.

Even thofe who put on no maCc,

and have no defire to remain un-
known, reje£t their ufual clothes,

and alTome fomc whimfical drefs.

The coachmen, who are placed in

a more confpicuous point of view
than others of the fame rank ia

life, and who arc perfectly knowa
by the carriages they drive, gene-
rally afFeiSl foTe ridiculous dif-

guife: Many of them chafe a wo-
man's drefs, and have their faces

painted, and adorned with patches.

However dull thefe fellows may
be, when in breeches, they are,

in petticoats, confidered as the

pleafanteft men in the world; ?nd
excite much laughter in every ftreet

in which they appear. I obferved

to an Italian of my acquaintance,

that, confidering the flalenefs of

the joke, I was furprifed at the

mirth it feemed to raife. •* Whea,
** a whole city," anfwered he,
•* are relblved to be merry for a
*' week together, it is exceed-
•' ingly convenient to have a
** few eilablifhed jokes ready
'* made ; the young laugh at the
" novelty, and the old trom pre-
•' fcription. This metamorpho-
" lis of the coachmen is certain-

" ly not the moll refined kind of
" wit ; however, it is more
" harmlefs than the burning of
" heretics, which formerly was
" a great fource of amufement to
*' our populace."

The llreet called the ccrfo, is

the great fcene of thefe mafque-
rades. It is crowded every mght
with people of ajl conditions

:

Tho'.e of rank come in coaches,

or in open carriages, made on pur-

pofe. A kind of civil war is car-

ried on by the company, as they

pafs each other. The greatcil

mark of attention you can Ihew

your fricjids and acquaintance, is,

t»
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to throw a handful of little white

balls, refembling Tugar- plums, full

in their faces; and, if they are

rot dencient in politenefs, they

will inftantiy return you the (.om-

pliment Aii who wiih to make a

figure in the ccrfo, ccme well lup-

plied in this kind of aniuni-

tion.

Sometimes two or three open

carriages, on a f-ide, with five or

fix per Ions of both fexes in each,

draw up oppofue to each other,

and fight a pitched battle. On
thele occafions, the combatants'

are provided with whole bags full

of the fmall fhoc above inentioned,

which they throw at each other,

with much apparent fury, till

their ammunition isexhaufted, and

the field of battle is as whi:e as

fnow.

The peculiar drefles of every na-

tion of the globe, and of every

profeffion, befides all the fantailic

charafters ufual at mafquerades,

are to be feen on the corfo. Thofe
of harlequin and pantaloon are in

great vogue among the men. The
citizens wives and daughters gene-

r-lly affeft the pomp of women of

quality ; while their brothers, or

other relations, appear as train-

bearers and attendants. In gene-

ral, they feem to delight in cha-

rafters the moi': remote from their

own. Young people affume the

long beard, tottering Hep, and

other concomitants of old age ; the

aged chute the bib and rattle of

childhood; and the women of qua-

lity, and women cl the lown. ap-

pear in the charadters of country

maidens, nuns, and Velial virgins.

All endeavour to fupport the af-

fumed characlers to the beft of

their ability; but none, in my

opinion, fucceed fo well as thofe

who reprefent children.

Towards the duik of the even-
itig, the horfe race takes place.

Ai foon as this is announced, the
coaches, cabriolets, triumphal cars,

and carriages of every kind, are

drawn up, and line the Itreetj

leaving a fpace in the middle for

the racers to pafs. Thefe are five

or fix horfes train d on purpofe
for this diverfion ; they are drawn
up a bread in the Piazza del Popo-
lo, ejfadly where the Coi fo be-

gins. Certain i alls, with little

Iharp fpikes, are hung along their

fides, which ferve to fpur them on.

As loon as they begin to run, thofe

animals, by their impatience to

be gone, flicw that they underftand

what is required of them, and that

they take as much pleafure as the

fpeclators in the fport. A broad

piece of canvas, fpread Scrofs the

entrance of the llreet, prevents

them from Parting too foon : the

dropping that canvas is the fignal

for the race to begin. The horfes

fly ofi- together, and, without rid-

ers, exert themfelves to the utmoft ;

impelled by emulation, the (houts

of the populace, and the fpurs a-

bove mentioned. They run the

whole length of the corfo; and the

proprietor of the vidor is rewarded

by a certain quantity of fine fcarlet

or purple cloth, which is always

furnifhed by the Jews.

Marking and horfe-races are

confined to the lafl eight days ; but

there are theatrical entertainments,

of various kinds, during the whole
fix weeks of the crrnival. The
ferious opera is molt frequented

by people of fafhion, who gene-

rally take boxes for the whole fea-

fon. The opera, with which this

theatre
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theatre opened, was received with

the higheil applaufe, though the

mvuc only was new. The Ita-

lians do not think it always necef-

fary to compofe new words for

what is called a new opera ; they

often fatisfy themfejves with new
mufic to the affefting dramas of

Metaftafio. The audience here

feem to lend a more profound and

continued attention to the inufic,

than at Venice. This is probably

owing to the entertainment being

a greater rarity in the one city

than in the other ; for I could

perceive that the people of fafhion^

who came every night, began, af-

ter the opera had been repeated

feveral nights, to abate in their at-

tention, to receive vifitors in their

boxes, and to liflen only when
fome favourite airs were linging :

whereas the audience in the pit

uniformly preferve the moft perfe>^

filence, which is only interrupted

by gentle murmurs of ple^.fure

from a few individuals, or an uni-

verfal buril of applaufe from the

whole a/Tembly. 1 never faw fuch

genuine marks of fatisfadion dif-

played by any affembly, on any
occafion whatever. The fenfibility

of fome of the audience gave me
an idea of the- power of founds,

which the dulnefs of my own audi

tory nerves could never have con-

veyed to my mind. At certain airs,

filent enjoyment was exprefled in

every countenance ; at other':, the

hands were dafped together, the

eyes half fhut, and the breath

drawn in, with a prolonged figh,

as if the foul wa^ expiring in a

torrent of delight. One young wo-
man, in the pit, called our, " O
" Dio, dove fono ! che piacer -via

" caccia I'alma ?"

On the firll night of the opera.

after one of thefe favourite airs, aa
univerfal fliout of applaufe took
place, intermingled with demands
that the compoler of the mufic

fliould appear. // maejlro ! il

maejlro! refounded from every

corner of the houfe. He wm
prefent, and led the band of niufic;

he was obliged to liand upon the

bench, where he continued bow-
ing to the fpedlators, till they were

tired of applauding him. One
perfon, in the middle of the pit,

whom I had remarked difplaying

great figns of fatisfadflion from the

beginning of the performance,

cried out, " He deferves to be
*' made chief muilcian to the Vir-
*' gin, and to lead a choir of an-
*' gels!" This expreffion would
be thought Ilrong, in any coun-

try ; but it has peculiar ener-

gy here, where it is a popular

opinion, that the Virgin Mary i»

very fond, and an excellent judge,

of mufic. I received this informa-

tion on Chriftmas morning, whea
I was looking at two poor Cala-

brian pipers doing their utmoi to

pleafe her, and the Infant in her

arms. They played for a full

hour to one of her images which
Hands at the corner of a ftreet.

All the other ftatues of the Virgin,

which are placed in the iireets,

are ferenaded in the fame manner
every Chriihnas .morning. Oa
my enquiring into the meaning of

that eeremcny, I was told the

above-mentioned circumllance of
her character, which, though you
mry have always thought highly

probable, perhaps you never be-

fore knew for certain. My in-

former was a pilgrim, who llood

liRening with great devotion to

the pipers. He told me, at the

fame time, th^c the Virgin '.; lalte

was
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was too refined to have much fatis-

fadlion in the performance of thofe

poor Calabrians, which was chiefly

m'ended for the Infant ; and he

defired me to remark, that the

tunes were plain, fimple, and fuch

as might naturally be fuppofed

agreeable to the ear of a child of

his time of life.

Of "Maples, ad the Manners of its

Inhabitants. From the /a?He.

NAPLES was founded by the

Greeks. The charming fi-

tuation they have chofen, is one

proof among tlioufands, of the fine

cafte of that ingenious people.

The bay is about thirty miles in

circumference, and twelve in dia-

meter ; it has been named crater,

from its fuppofed refemblance to a

bowl. This bowl is ornamented

with the mod b'='autiful foliage,

with vines, with olive, mulberry,

and orange trees; with hills, dales,

towns, villas, and villages.

At the bottom of the bay of Na-
ples, the town is built in the form

of a vail amphitheatre, fioping from

the hills towards the fea.

If, from the town, ycu turn

your eyes to the eaft, you fee the

rich plains leading to mount Ve-
suvius, and Portici. if you look to

the weft, you have the grotto of

Paufilippo, the mountain on which

"Virgil's tonfib is placed, and the

fieldi leading to Puxzoli and the

coaft of Bdia. On the north, are

'the fertile bills, gradually rifmg

£ cm the (liore to the L'ampagna
Felice. On the fouih, is the bay,

confined by the two promontories

of Mifenum and Minerva, the view

being terminated by the iflands

I'rocida, ifchia, and Caprea j and

as you afcend to the caille of St.

Elmo, you have all thefe objtdls-

under your eye at once, with the

addition of a great part of the

Campagna.
Independent of its happy fituA«

tion, Naples is a very beautiful

city. The ftyle of archit dure,

it mud be contefied, is inferior to

what prevails at Rome ; but tho*

Naples cannot vie wi h that city

in the number of p;ila; es or in

the grandeur and magrificence of

the churches, the private houfes

in general are better built, and
are more uniformly convenient ;

the ftreets are broader and better

paved. No ftreec in Rome equals

in beauty the Strada di Toledo at

Naples ; and llill lefs can any of
them be compared with thofe beau-

tiful ftreets which are open to the

bay. This is the native country

of the zephyrs ; here the exceflive

heat of the fun is often tempered

with fea breezes, and with gales,

wafting the perfumes of the Cam-
pagna Felice.

The houfes, in general, are five

or fix ftories in height, and flat at

the top ; on which are placad num-
bers of flower vafes or fruit trees,

in boxes of earth, producing a very

gay and agreeable eiFeft.

i he foi trefs of St. Elmo is built

on a mountain of the fame name.
The garrifon ftationed here have

the entire command of the town,
aAd could lay it in aflies at plea-

fure. A little lower, on the farae

mountain, is a convent of Carthu-
fians. The fituation of this con-

vent is as advantageous and beau-

tiful as can be imagined ; and much
cxpence has been lavifhed to ren-

der the building, the apartments,

and the gardens, equal to the fitu-

ation.

Though
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Though Naples is admirably

fituated for commerce, and no king-

dom produces the necefTaries and

luxuries of life in greater profufion,

yet trride is but in a languifliing

condition ; the beft filks come frcm

Lyons, and the beft woollen £Oods

from England.

The chief articles manufaftured

here, atprefent, are, filk (lockings,

foap.fnufF- boxes, or tortoife-fhells;

and the lava of Mount Vefuvius,

tables, and ornamental furniture,

of marble.

They are thought to embroider

here better than even in France ;

and their macaroni is preferred to

that made in any other part of

Italy. The Neapolitans excel alio

in liqueurs and confeflions
;

parti-

cularly in one kind of confcftion,

which is fold a: a very high price,

called Diabolonis. This crug, as

you will guefs from its name, is

of a very hot and Simulating na-

ture, and what I Ihould think by

no means requifite to Neapolitan

ConlHtutions.

The inhabitants of this town
are computed at three hundred and
fifty thoufand. I make no doubt
of their amounting to that num-
ber ; for though Naples is not one
third of the iize of London, yet

many of the ftreets here are mere
crowded than the Strand. In

London and Paris, the people who
fill the ftreets are mere paffengers,

hurrying from place to place on
bufinefs ; and when they choofe

to converfe, or to amufe them-
felves, they refort to the public

walks or gardens : at Naples the

citizens have fewer avoca'ions cf
bufinefs to excite their afliviiy ;

CO public walks, or garden*, to

which they can refort; and are,

therefore, more frequently fcen

faontering and converfing in the

f'reets, where a great proportion

cf the pccreft fort, for want of
habitations, are obliged to fpend
the night as well as the day.
V.'hile you fie ^in your chamber at

London, or at Paris, the ufual

noife you hear from the ftreets, it

that of carriages ; but at Naples,

where they talk with uncommon
vivacity, and where whole ftreets

full of talkers are in continual

employment, the noife of carriage*

is completely drowned in the ag»
gregated clack of human voices.

In the midft of all this idlenefs,

fewer riots or outrages of any kind
happen, than might be e.xpefted

in a town where the police is far

frcm being ftrici, and where fuch

multitudes of poor unemployed
people meet together every day.

This partly proceeds from the

national character of the Italians,

which, in my opinion, is quiet,

fubmiffive, and averfe to riot or

fediticn ; -nnd partly to the com-
mon people being univerfally fo-

her, and never inflamed with
ftrong and fpirituou; liquors, as

they are in the northern countries.

Iced water and lemonade are

among the luxuries of the Icweft

vulgar ; they are carried about iu

little barrels, and fold in half-

penny's worth. The half naked
lazzarone is often tempted to fpend

the fmall pittance dellined for the

maintenance of his family on this

bewitching beverage, as the moll

dilTo^ute of the low people in Lon-
don fpend their wages en gin and
brandy j fo that the fame extrava-

gance which cools the mob of the

one city, tends to inriame that of

the other to ai^s of excefa and bru-

tality.

There
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There is not, perhaps, a city in

the world, with the fame number

of inhabitants, in which fo few

contribute to the wealth lOf the

community by ufeful, or by pro

duftive labour, as Naples ; but

the numbers of priefts, monks,

fiddlers, lawyer;-, nobility, foot-

men, and lazzaronis, furpais all

reafonable proportion ; the laft

alone are .computed at thirty or

forty thoufand. If thefe poor fel-

lows are idle, it is not their own
fault; they are continually run-

ning about the Itreets, as we are

told of the artificers of China,

offering their fervice, and begging

for employment ; and are con-

iidered, by mar>y, as of more real

utility than any of theclaffes above

mentioned.

The Neapolitan nobility are

cxceflively fond of fplendour and

fhow. This appears in the bril-

liancy of their equipages, the num-
ber of their attendants, therichnefs

of their drefs, and the grandeur of

their titles.

I am affured, that the king of

Naples counts a hundred perlons

with the title of prince, and fiiii a

greater number with that of duke,

among his fubjeds. Six or feven

of thcfe have eftates, which pro-

duce from ten to twelve or thirteen

thoufand pounds a year ; a confi-

derable number have fortunes of

about half that value; and the

annual revenue of many is not

above one or two thoufand pounds.

With refpect to the inferior orders

of nobility, they are much poorer;

many counts and marquiffcs have

not above three or four hundred

pounds a year of paternal eliate,

many Aill lefs, and rot a few enjoy

the title without any eliate what-

ever.

When we confider the magni-
ficence of their entertainments,

the fplendour of their equipages,

and the .number of their fervants,

we are furprifed that the richeft of
them can fupport fuch expenfive

eftablilhments. I dined, foon after

our arrival, at the prince of Franca
Villa's ; there were about forty

people at table; it was meagre
day; the dinner confifled entirely

of filh and vegetables, and was
the molt m?gnificent entertainment
I ever faw, comprehending an
infinite variety of di.Qies, a vaft

profufion of fruit, and the wines of
every country in Europe. I dined

fince at the prince lacci's. I fhall

mention two circumllances, from
which you may form an idea of the

grandeur of an Italian palace, and
the number of domeftics which
fome of the nobility retain. We
paiTed through twelve or thirteen

large rooms before we arrived at

the dining-room ; there were thir-

ty-fix perfons at table, none ferved

but the prince's domelHcs, and
each gueli had a footman behind
his chair; other domeftics belong-

ing to the prince remained in the

adjacent rooms, and in the hall. We
afterwards pafTed through a confi-

derable number of other rooms in

our way to one from which there is

a very commanding view.

Noeftate in England could fup-

port fuch a number of fervants,

paid and fed as Englifn fervants

are; but here the wages are very

moderate indeed, and the greater

numberof men fervants, belonging

to the firft families, give their at^

tendance through the day only,

and find beds and provifions for

themfelves. It muft be remem-
bered, alfo, that few of the nobles

give entertainments, and thofe

who
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wTio do rot, arc faid to live very

fparingly ; (o that the whole of

their revenue, whatever that may
be, is exhaufted on articles of

ihcw.

As there is no opera at prefent,

the people of falhion generally pais

pare of the evening at the corfo,

on the fea-ftiore. This is the great

fcene of Neapolitan fplendoui and

parade ; and, on grand occafions,

the magnificence difplayed here

will ftrike a ftranger very much.

The fined carriages are painted,

gilt, varnifhed, and lined, in a

richer and more beautiful manner,

than has as yet become fafhionabJe

either in England or France ; they

are often drawn by lix, and fome-

times by eight horfes.

It is the mode here to have

two running footmen, very gaily

dreffed, before the carriage, and

three or four fervants in rich live-

ries behind ; thefe attendants are

generally the handfomeft young
men that can be procured. The
ladies or gentlemen within the

coaches, glitter in all the bril-

liancy of lace, embroidery, and

jewels. The Neapolitan carriages,

for gala days, are made on pur-

pofe, with very large windows,

that the fpeclators may enjoy a

full view of the parties within.

Nothing can be more Ihowy than

the harnefs of the horfes ; their

heads and manes are ornamented
with the rareft plumage, and their

tails fct olF with ribband and arti-

ficial flowers, in fuch a graceful

manner that you are apt to think

they have been adorned by the

fame hands that dreffed the heads

of the ladies, and not by common
grooms.

His Neapolitan majefty feems to

be about the age of fix or feven-

and-twenty. He is a prince of
great activity of body, and a pood
conftitucion ; he indulges in fre-

quent relaxations from the cares of
government and the fatigue of
thinking, by hunting and other
exercife^ ; and (which ought to

give a high idea of his natural

talents) he never fails to acquire

a vciy confidtrahle degree of per-

fcdion in thofe things to vvhich he
applies. He is very fond, like

the king of Prudia, of reviewing

his troop;, and is perf'eftly mader
of the whole myltery of the manual
exercife. I have had the honour,
oftener than once, of feeing him
exercife the different rt-giments

which form the garrilon here: he
always gave the word of command
with his own royal mouth, and
wiih a precifion vvhich feemed to

allcnilh the whole court. This
monarch is alfo a very excellent

Iho: ; his uncommon fuccefs at

this diverlicn is thought to have
roufed the jcaloufy of his moll

catholic majjily, who alfo values

himfeif on his fkill as a markfman.
The correfpondence between thofe

t'.vo great perfonages often relates

to their favourite amufement.—

A

gentleman, who came lately from
Madrid, told me, that the king,

on fome occafion, had read a letter

which he had jull received from
hi- fon at Naples, wherein he com-
plained of his bad fuccefs on a
Ihooting party, having killed no
more than eighty birds in a day :

and the Spaniih monarch, turning

to his courtiers, faid, in a plaintive

tone of voice, " iVlio f.lio piange
" di non aver* fatto piu di ottante

" beccacie In uno giorno, quando
" mi crederci I'uomo il piu Jelice

*' del mondo fe poteffe fare qua-
•• rinta." All who take a be-

coming
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coming fhare in the affliflions of a

royal bofom, will no doubt join

with me, in wifliing better fuccefs

to this good monarch, for the

future. .Fortunate would it be

for mankind, if the happinefs of

their princes could be purchafed at

fo eafy a rate ! and thrice fortunate

for the generous people of Spain,

if the family connections of their

monarch, often at variance with

the real intereft of that country,

ihould never feduce him into a

more ruinous war, than that which

he now wages againit the beails of

the field, and the birds of the air.

His Neapolitan majefty, as I am
informed, poffeires many -other

accomplifhments ; I particularife

thofe only to which I have myfelf

been a vvitnefs. No king in Eu-

rope is fuppofed to underfland the

game of billiards better. I had

the pleafure of feeing him Urike

the mofl: brilliant ftroke that per-

haps ever was firuck by a crowned

head. The ball of bis antagonift

was near on€ of the middle pockets,

and his own in fuch a fituation,

that it was abfolutely neceffary to

make it rebound from two different

pans of the culliion, before it

could pocket the other. A perfon

cf lefs enterprize would have been

contented with placing himfelf in

a fafe fituation, at a fmall lofs,

and never have rifqued any offen-

fjve attempt againtt the enemy
;

but the difnculty and danger, in-

ftead of intimidating, feerced ra-

ther to animate the ambition of

this Prince. He fummoned all

his addrefs ; he edimated, wiih a

mathematical eye, the angles at

which the ball muft -fly off; and

he ftruck it with an undaunted

mind and a Ready hand. It re-

bounded obli<juely, from the op-

pofite fide-cu(hion to that at the

end, from which it moved in a

dired line towards the middle

pocket, which feemed to fland ia

gaping expeftation to receive it.

The hearts of the fpeftators beat

thick as it rolled along; and they

ihewed, by the contortions of their

faces and perfons, how much they

feared that it fhould move one
hair-breadth in a wrong diredion.

—I muft here interrupt this im-
portant narrative, toobferve, that

when I talk of contortions, if you
form your idea from any thing of
that kind which you may have feen

around an Englifh billiard-table or

bowling-green, you can have no
juft notion of thofe which were ex-

hibited on this occafion: your ima-

gination mull triple the force and
energy of every Englifh grimace^

before it can do julHce to the ner-

vous twill of an Italian counte-

nance.— At length the royal ball

reached that of the enemy, and with

a fingle blow drove it ofi the plain.

An univerfal fhout ofjoy, triumph,

and applaufe, burft trom the be-

holders i but,

O thoughtiefs mortals, ever blind to fate.

Too foon dejeftcd, and too foon elace

!

the vitlorious ball, purfuing the

enemy too far, fhared the fama
fate, and was buried in the fame
grave, with the vanquifhed. This
fatal and unforefeen event feemed
to make a deep imprelfion on the

minds of all who were wicnefles to

it ; and will no doubt be recorded

in the annals of the prefent reign,

and quoted by future poets and
hillorians, as a ftriking inllance of

the inftability of fublunary fe-

licity. In domellic life, this

Prince is generally allowed to be

aa eafy mailer, a good-natured

h.ulband.
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hiipLiand, a dutiful Ton, and an in-

dulgent father.

The queen of Naples is a beau-

tiful woman, and feems to poflefs

the affability, good •humour, and

benevolence, which diftinguilh, in

iuch an amiable manner, the Au-
ilrian f.imily.

The hereditary jurifdi^lion of

the nobles over their vaflals fubfiils,

both in the kingdom of Naples and

Sicily, in the full rigour of the

feudal government. The peafants

therefore are poor ; and it depends

entirely on the perfonal charader

of the mailers, whethfr their po-

verty is not the leall of their

grievances.

The court of Naples has not

yet ventured, by one open ac^ of
authority, to abolifh the immo-
derate power of the lords over their

tenants. But it is believed that

the minifter fecretly wifhes for its

dellrudion ; and in cafes of fla-

grant opprellion, when complaints

are brought before the legal courts,

or directly to the king himfeif, by
the peafants againft their lord, it

is generally remarked that the

miniftcr favours the complainant.

Notwithfianding this, the mailers

have fo many opportunities of op-
prelfing, and fuch various methods
of teazing, their vaflals, that they

genLrally chufe to bear their

wrongs in filence ; and perceiving

that thofe who hold tlieir lands

immediately from the crown, are

in a much eafier fituation than

ihetnfclves, without raiung their

hopes to perfect freedom, the

height of their wilhes is to be
Iheltered from the vexations of
Jitlle tyrants, under the unlimited

power ot one common mailer.

The objeifts of royal attentiofn,

they fondlv imagine, are too fub-

VoL. x'xni.

lime, and the minds of kings too

generous, to ftoop to, or even to

countenance, in their fervants, the

minute and unreafonableexadions,

which are wrung at prefent from

the hard hands of the cxhaufted

labourer.

Though the Neapolitan nobility

ftill retain the ancient feudal au-

thority over the peafants, yet their

perfonal importance depends, in a

great meafure, on the favour of

the king ; who, under pretext of

any offence, can confine them to

their own el"lates,or imprifon them
at plcafure ; and who, without

any alledged offence, and without

going to iuch extremes, can infiidl

a punifhment, highly fenfible to

them, by not inviting them to the

amufement=! of the court, or not

receiving them with fmiles whea
they attend on any ordinary oc-

cafjon. Unlefs this prince were fo

very impolitic as to difguil all the

nobility at once, and fo unite the

whole body againft him, he has

little to fear from their reientment.

Even in cafe of fuch an union, as

the nobles have loil the aife-Ttion

and attachment of their peafants,

what could they do in oppofition to

a Handing army of thirty thoufand

men, entirely devoted to the crown?

The eftablifhment of Handing ar-

mies has univerfally given liability

to the power of the prince, and
ruined that cf the great lords. No
nobility in Europe can now be

faid to inherit political import-

ance, or to acl independent cf,

or in oppofition to, the influence

of the crown ; except the tetnptral

peers of that part cf Greet B'ttam

called England.

The citiyens of Naple? form a

fociety of their own, perfedly

dillinrt from the nobility ; and

C lUhough.
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althougVi they are not the moft

indullrious people in the world,

yet, havinji i'ome degree of occu-

pation, and iheir time being di-

vided between bufinefs and plea-

fure, they probably have more
enjoyment than thofe, who, with-

out internal refources, or oppor-

tunities of aclive exertion, pais

their lives in fenfual gratifications,

and in waiting the returns ot ap-

petite around a gaming table. In

the moll reipedable clafs of citi-

zens, arc comprehended the law-

yers, of whom there are an incre-

dible number in this town. The
moft eminent of this profcflion

hold, indeed, a kind of inter-

mediate rank between the nobility

and citizens ; the reil are on a

level with the phyficians, the

principal merchants, and the ar-

tifts ; none of uhom can make
great fortunes, however induflrious

they may be ; but a moderate in-

come enables them to fupport their

rank in fjciety, and to enjoy all

the conveniences, and many of the

luxuries, of life.

England is perhaps the only

nation in Europe where fome indi-

viduals, of every profeffion, even

of the lowell, find it poffible to

accumulate great fortunes ; the

efFett of this very frequently is,

that the fon deipifcs the profeifion

of the father, commences gentle-

man, and diilipates, in a few years,

what coft a life to gather. In the

principal cities of Germany apd

Italy, we find, that the ancellors

of many of thofe citizens who are

the moft eminent in their particular

bufinefles, have tranfmicted the

art to them through feveral gene-

rations. It is natural to imagine,

that this will tend to the improve-

ment of the art, or fcicnce, or pro-

feffion, as well as the family for-

tune ; and that the third gene-

ration will acquire knowledge from

the experience, as well as wealth

from the induftry, of the former

two ; whereas, in the cafes alluded

to above, the wheel of fortune

moves differently. A man, byafii-

duity in a particular buhnefs, and

by genius, acquires a great fortune

and a high repuiavion ; the fon

throws away the fortune, and ruins

his own charaifler by extravagance;

and the grandfon is obliged to re-

commence the bufinefs, unaided

by the wealth or experience of his

anceftors. This, however, is point-

ing out an evil which 1 fliould be

forry to fee remedied ; becaule it

certainly originates in the riches

and profperity of the country ia

which it exiits.

The number of priefts, monks,
and ecclefiailics of all the various

orders that fwarm in this city, is

prodigious ; and the provifion ap-

propriated for their ufe, is as am-
ple. I am aflured, that the clergy

are in poffeffion of confiderably

above one-third of the revenue of

the whole kingdom, over and above

what fome particular orders among
them acquire by begging for the

ufe of their convents, and what is

gotten in legacies by the addrefs

and affiduity of the whole. The
unproduiStive wealth, which is

lodged in the churches and con-

vents of this city, amounts aifo to

an amazing value. Not to be

compared in point of architecture

to the churches and convents of

Rome, thofe of Naples furpafs

them in riches, in the value of

their jewels, and in the quantity

of filver and golden crucifixes,

vefiels, and implements of various

kinds. This wealth, whatever it

amounts
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amounts to, is of as little ufe to

the kingdom, as if it ftill remained

in the mines of Peru ; and the

greater part of it, furely, affords

as little comfort to the clergv and

monks as to any other part of the

community ; for though it belongs

to iheir church, or their convene,

yet it can no more be converted to

the ufe of the priefts and monks of

fuch churches and convents, than

to the tradefmen who inhabit the

adjacent ftreets. For this reafon I

am a good deal furprifed, that no
pretext, or fubterfuge, has been
found, no expedient fallen on, no
treaty or convention made, for ap-

propriating part of this at leali to

the ufe of fome fet of people or

other. It the clergy were to lay

their hands on it, this might be
found fault with by the king; if

his majeily dreamt of taking any
part ot it for the exigencies of

the ftate, the clergy would un-
doubtedly raife a clamour; and if

both united, the Pope would think
he had a right to pronounce his

vote : but if all thefe three powers
could come to an unJerftandiiig,

and fettle their proportions, I am
apt to think a partition might be

m; de as quietly as that of Po-
land.

Whatever fcruples the Neapo-
litan clergy may have to fuch a

projed, they certainly have none
to the full enjoyment of their

revenues. No clafs of men can be
lels difpofed to ofiend Providence
by a peevilh ncgleft of the good
things which the bounty of heaven
has beitowed. Self uenial is a

virtue, which I will not fay thty
poflefs in a fmaller degree, but
which, I am fure, they a.Tefl lefs

than any other ecclefi.ittics 1 know ;

ihcy live very much in fociety,

both with the nobles and citizens.

All of them, the monks not ex-
cepted, attend the theatre, and
feem to jo:n moft cordially in other
diverfions and amufements; the
common people are no ways
offended at this, or imagine that
they ought to live in a more reclufe

manner. I am informed, that a
very confiderable diminution in

the number of monks has takea
place in the kingdom of Naples
fince the fuppreliion of the Jefuits,

and fince a liberty of quitting the

cowl was granted by the late Pope;
but ftill there is no reafon to com-
plain of a deficiency In this order

of men. The richell and moft
commodious convents in Europe,
both for male and female votaries,

are in this city ; the moll fertile

and beautiful hills of the environs

are covered with them ; a fmall

part of their revenue is fpent in

feeding the poor, the monks d-llri-

bating bread and foup to a certain

number every day before the doors

of the convents. Seme of the

friars frudy phyiic and furgery. and
praftife thefe arts with great ap-
plaufe. Each convent has an
apothecary's fhcp belonging to it,

where medicines are .delivered

gratis to the poor, and fold to

thofe who can afford to pay. On
all thefe accounts the monks in

general are greater favourites with
the common people than even the

fecular clergy.

The lazzaroni, or b'ack- guard",

as has been already obferved, form
a confiderah'e part of t'.e inha-

bitants of Naples; and have, on
fome vvell-kno.vn occafions, had
the government for a Ihort time in

their own hands. They are com-
puted at above thirty thoujand

;

the greater part of them have no
C z dwelling-
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dwelling-houfes, but ileep every

night under porticos, piazzas, or

any kind of fhelter they can find.

Thofe of them who have wives and
children, live in the fuburbs of

Naples near Paufilippo, in huts,

or in caverns or chambers dug out

of that mountain. Some gain a

livelihood by nfliing, others by
carrying burdens to and from the

fliipping ; many walk about the

ftreets ready to run on errands, or

to perform any labour in their

power for a very fraall recompence.

As they do no: meet with conltant

employment, their wages are not

fufficient for their maintenance ;

the foup and bread dillributed at

the door of the convents fupply the

deficiency. The iazzaroni are ge-

nerally reprelented as a lazy, li-

centious, and turbulent fet of peo-

ple ; what 1 have obferved gives

me a very different idea of their

character. Their idlenefs is evi-

dently the effect; of neceiTity, not

of choice ; they are always ready

to perform any work, however

laborious, for a very reafonable

gratification. It muft proceed from

the fault of government, when
iuch a number of flout adtive citi-

2efls remain unemployed ; and fo

far are they from being licentious

and turbulent, that I cannot help

thinking they are by much too

tame and fubmiffive. Though the

inhabitants of the Italian cities

were the firlt who fhook off the

feudal yoke, and though in Naples

they have long enjoyed the pri-

vilege of muijicipal jurifdiftion,

yet the external fplendour of the

nobles, and the authority they flill

exercife over the peafants, impofe

upon the minds of the Iazzaroni

;

and however bold and refenttul

they may be of injuries offered by

others, they bear the infolence of
the nobility as paffively as peafants

fi-xed to the foil. A coxcomb of a
volanti tricked out in his fantaflical

drefs, or any cf the liveried flaves

of the great, make no ceremony
of treating thefe poor fellows with

all the infolence and infenfibility

natural to their mailers ; and for

no vifible reafon, but becaufe he is

drefied in lace, and the others in

rags. Inflead of calling to them to

make way, when the noife in the

Itreets prevents the common people

from hearing the approach of the

carriage, a Itroke acrofs the fhoul-

ders with the cane of the running
footman, is the ufual warning they

receive. Nothing animates this

people to infurredlion, but fome
very prefTing and very univerfai

caufe ; fuch as a fcarcity of bread

:

every other grievance they bear as

if it were their charter. V/hen we
confider thirty thoufand human
creatures without beds or ha-

bitations, wandering almoll naked
in fearch of food through the

ftreets of a well built city ; when
we think of the opportunities they

have of being together, of com-
paring their own deAitute fituation

with the affluence of others, one
cannot help being ailonifhed at

their patience.

Let the prince be diftinguifhed

by fplendour and magnificence;

let the great and the rich have

their luxuries ; but, in the name
of humanit)', let the poor, who
are willing to labour, have food in

abundance to fatisfy the cravings

of nature, and raiment to defend

them from the inclemencies of the

weather 1

If their governors, whether from

weaknefs or negled, do not fupply

them with thefe, they certainly

have

8



CHARACTERS. 21

have a right to help themfelves.

—

Every law of equity and common
fenfe will julHfy them, in revolting

againft fuch governors^ and in fa-

tisfying their own wants trom the

fuperfiuities of lazy luxury.

Of the poetical Rehearfers and Im-

prowvijatori.

AS I fauntered along the Strada

Nuova lately, I perceived a

groupe of people lillening, with

much attention, to a perfon who
harangued them in a raifed, fo-

lemn voice, and with great gelli-

culation. I immediately made one

of the auditory, which increafed

every moment ; men, women, and

children bringing feats from the

neighbouring houfes, on which

they placed themfelves around the

orator. He repeated ftanzas from

ArioRo, in a pompous, recitativo

cadence, peculiar to the natives ot

Italy ; and he had a book in his

hand, to nfllll his memory when it

failed. He made occafional com-
mentaries in profe, by way of
bringing the poet's expreffion

nearer to the level of his hearers'

capacities. His cloak hung loofe

from one fhoulder; his right arm
vv.i:; difengaged, for the purpofes

of oratory. Sometimes he waved
it with a (low, fmooth motion,

which accorded with the cadence

of the verfes; fometinies he prefl'ed

it to his bread, to give pnergy to

the pathetic fentiments of the

poet. Now he gathered the hang-
ing foldi of the right fide of his

cloak, and held them gracefully

up, in imitation of a Roman fe-

nator ; and anon he fwung them
acrofs his left fhoulJer, like a ci-

tixcn of Naples. He humoured

the (lanza by his voice, which he

couKl modulate to the key of any

paifion, from the boifterous burfts

of rage, to the foft notes of pity or

love. But, when he came to de-

fcribe the exploits of Orlando, he

trufted neither to the powers of his

own voice, nor the poet's genius

;

but, throwing off his cloak, and
grafping his cane, he affumed the

warlike attitude and ftern coun-

tenance of that hero; reprefenting,

by the molt animated aftion, how
he drove his fpear through the

bodies of fix of his enemies at

once ; the point at the fame time

killing a feventh, who would alfo

have remained transfixed with his

companions, if the fpear could

have held more than fix men of an

ordinary fize upon it at a time.

II Cavalier d'Anglante ove pui fpcfTe

Vide Ic genti e I'armc, ai^balso Taila,

Ed uno ia queila, e polcia un altro mefTe

E un altro, e un altro, che fembrar di pafta,

E (ino a fci ve n'infiizo, e li rclFe

Tutti una lancia ; e perche' ella non bafta

i^ piu capir, lafcio 11 lettimo fuore

F^Tito fi che di quel colpo muore.

This llanza our declaimer had no
occafion to comment upon, as

Ariofto lias thought fit to illullrate

it in a manner which feemed

highly to the talle of this audience.

For, in the verfe immediately fol-

lowing, Orlando is compared to a

man killing frogs in marfhy ground,

with a bow and arrow made for thac

purpofe; an amufement very com-
mon in Italy, and llill more fo ia

France.

Non altrimente ncU' eftrcma arena

Vcggtam Ic rane dc' canali e foirc

Dal cauto arcicr nc i fiar.i.hl, c nclla fchiena

L''uiu vicina all' altera cffcr pcrcoffe,

Ne dalla frcccia, fin che tutti plena

Non iia da un capo all' altero cfler rimofle.

C 3 I muH;
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I rr.uft however do this audience
the juiiice to acknowledge, that

they feeined to feel thepathctic and
fublime, as well as the ludicrous,

parts of the ancient bard.

This praflice of rehearfing the

verfes cf Ariollo, TafTo, and other

poecs, in the iireet, I have not

obferved in any other town of

Italy ; :;nd I am told it is lefs

common here than it was formerly.

1 remember indeed, at Venice, to

have frequently feen mountebnnkc,
who gained their livelihood by

amufing the populace at St. Mark's
Place, with wonderful and ro-

mantic Ivories in profe.'i
—" Liften,

•' gentlemen," faid one of chcm,
*' let me crave your attention, ye
** beau:iful and virtuous ladies; I

** have fomething equally afFeciing
** and wonderful to tell you ; a

*' Itrange and ftupendous adven-
*• ture, which happened to a gal-
** lant knight."— Perceiving that

this did not fufEciently intcrell the

hearers, he exalted his voict,

calling out that his knight was
uno Cavalliero Criiliano. The
audience feemed ftill a littlj

fiuduating. He railed his voice a

note higher, telling them that this

chriilian knight was one of their

own vidorious countrymen, " un'
*' Eroe Veneziano." This fixed

them ; and he proceeded to relate

how the knight, going to join the

chriflian army, which was on its

inarch to recover the fepulclire of
Chrirt from the hands of the in-

iidels, loll his way in a vaft wood,
and wandered at length toacalllc,

in which a lady of tranfcendcnt

beauty was kept prifoner by a

gigantic Saracen, who, having
failed ii; all his endeavours to gain

the heart of this peerlefs damlel,

^efplvcd to gratify his paffion by

force ; and had aftually begun the

horrid attempt, when the fhrieks

of this chaRe maiden reached the

ears of the Venetian hero; who,
ever ready to relieve virgins in

diflrefs, rufned into the apartment
from whence the cries ifl'ued. The
brutal ravifner, alarmed at the

noife, quits the Itruggling lady,

at the very inftanc when her

flrength began to fail; draws his

flaming fv^ord ; and a dreadful

combat begins between him and
the chrillian knight, who per-

forn-.s miracles of courage and ad-

drefs in refilling the blows of this

mighty giant ; till, his foot unfor-

tunately flipping in the blood

which flowed on the pavement, he

fell at the feet of the Saracen ;

who, immediately feizing the ad-

vantage which chance gave him,
raifed his fword with all his might,

and Here the orator's hat flew

to the ground, open to receive the

contributions of the lifteners; and
he continued repeating, '* raifed
'* his fword over the head of the
<« chrlftian knight"—** raifed his

" blooey, murderous brand, to

'" dellroy your nobie, valiant coun-
" tryman."—But he proceeded no

farther in his narrative, till all

who feemed interctd in it had
thrown fomething into the hat,

He then pocketed the money with

great gravity, and went on to in-

form ihec), that, at this critical

moment, the Lady, feeing the

dai-iger which threatened her de-

liverer, redoubled her prayers to

the Bleffcd Mary, who, a virgin

herfelf, is peculiarly attentive and

f'lOpitious to the prayers o( virgins,

juit as the Saracen's fword was

dcfcendirg on the head of the Ve-

netian, a large bee flew, quick as

thought, in a( the window, ftung

the
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the form^ very fmartly on the left

temple, diverted the blow, and
gave the chrillian knight time to

recover himfelf. The fight then

recommenced with fielh fury ; but,

after the Virgin Mary had taken

fuch a decided part, you may be-

lieve it was no match. The infidel

foon fell dead at the feet of the

believer. But who do you think

this beauteous maiden was, on
vvhofe account the combat had
b-egun ? Why no other than the

filler of the V^enctian hero.—This
young lady had bern llolen from
her father's houfe, while Ihe was
y<it a child, by an Armenian mer-
chant, who dealt in no other goods
than women. He concealed the

child till he found means to carry

h-er to Egypt ; where he kept her

in bondage, with other young girls,

till the age of fifteen, and then

fold her to the Saracen. I do not

exactly remember whether the re-

cognition between the brother and
filler was made out by means of a

mole on the young lady's neck, or

by a bracelet on her ann, which,
with fome other of her mother's

jewels, happened to be iu her

pocket when (he was ftolen ; but,

in whatever manner this came
about, there was the greateft joy
on the happy occafion ; and the

Jady joined the army with her

brother, and one of the chriflian

ccmmanders fell in love with her,

and their nuptials were folemnized
at jerufalcm ; and they returned
to Venice, and had a very nume-
rj'is family of the finelt children
you ever beheld.

At Rome, thofe ftrect-orators

fcMTietimes entertain thi ir audience
with inierelHng pafugcs of real

hiilory. I remember iiaving heard

oiic, m panicular, give a full and

true account how the bloody hea-
then emperor Nero fet fire to the
city of Rome, and fat at a window
of his golden palace, playing on a
harp, while the town was in flames.

After which the hillorian pro-
ceeded to relate, how this unna-
tural emperor murdered his own
mother ; and he concluded by
giving the audience the fatisfadion

of hearing a particular detail of all

the ignominious circumiiances at-

tending the murderer's own death.

This buiinefs of Hreet-oratory,

while it amufes the populace, and
keeps them from lefs innocent an

moreexpenfivepaltimes, gives them
at the fame time fome general ideas

of hirtory. Street-orators, there-

fore, are a more ufeful fet of mea
than another clafs, of which there

are numbers at Rome, who enter-

tain companies with extempo-
raneous veries on any given fubjedt.

The lalt are called Improuvifatoris ;

and fome people admire thefe per-

formances greatly. For my own
part, I am too poor a judge of the

Italian language either to admit*
or condemn them ; but, from the

nature of the thing, 1 Ihould ima-
gine they are but indifferent. It

is faid, that the Italian is pecu-
liarly calculated for poetry, and
that verfijs may be made with more
facility in this than in any other

language, it may be more eafy to

find fm.ooth lines, and make them
terminate in rhime in Italian, than
in any language; but to compofe
verfes with all the qualities eflential

to good poetry, 1 imagine leiiure

and long rcilcdion arc requilite.

Indeed f underlland, from thofe

who are judges, that thofe extem-

pore compoiitions of the improu-
vifatori are in general but mean
produrtions, confilting of a few

C 4- fu;fom«
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fuHome compliments to the com-

pany, and fome common-place ob-

i'ervations, put into rhime, on the

fubjedt propoffd. There is, how-
ever, a lady of an amiable cha-

lafter, Signora Gorilla, whofe

extempore produdlions, which flie

repeats in the moll graceful man-
ner, are admired by people of real

tatle. While we were at Rome,
this'Iady made an appearance one

evening, at the aflembly of the

Arcadi, which charmed a very nu

merous company ; and of which

our friend Mr. R—y has given me
fuch an account, as maices me re-

gret that 1 was not prefcnt. After

much entreatv, a fubjeft being

given, (he began, accompanied by

two violins, and fung her unpre-

ineditated Itrains with great variety

of thought and elegance of lan-

guaoe. The whole of her per-

formance lal^.ed above an hour,

with three or fourpaufes, X)f about

jive minutes each, which feemed

TiecefTary, more that fne might re-

cover her flrength and voice, than

for recol!e£lion ; for that gentleman

faid, that nothing could have more

the air of infpiraiion, or what we
are told of the Pythian i'rophetefs.

At her firft fectingout, her manner

was fedate, or rather cold ; but

gradually becoming animated, her

voice rofe, her eyts fparkled, and

the rapidity and beauty of her

exprefGons and ideas feemed fuper-

ratural. She at laft called on ano-

ther member of the fociety to fing

alternately with her, which he

complied with ; hut Mr. R—

y

thought, though they vjtre Jrcac/es

ambo^ they were by no means <««-

ip.re -pares.

Naples is celebrated for the fineft

orsera in Europe. This however

happens not to be the feafon of

performing ; but the common peo-
ple enjoy their operas at all feafons.

Little concerts of vocal and inilru-

mental mulic are heard every even-

ing in the Strada Nuova, theChi-
aca, the Strada di Toledo, and
other ilreets ; and young men and
women are feen dancing to the

mufic of ambulatory performers

all along this delightful bay. To
a mere fpetlator, the amufements
of the common people afi rd more
delight, than thofe of the great;

becaufe they feem t • be more en-

joyed by the one claf- than by the

other. Thi' is the cafe every

where, except in France ; where
the high appear z~ bapj y as thofe

of middle rank and the rich are

very near as merry as the poor.

But, in moft other countries, the

people of great rank and fortune,

though chey flock to every kind of

entertainment, from not knowing
what to do with themfelves, yet

feem to enjoy them lefs than thofe

of inferior rank and fortune

I know notwhai may be the cafe

at the opera ; but i can allure you
there are none of thofe burlls among
the auditorie, which the llreet-

performers at Najjles gather around
them. I faw v ry lately a large

duller of men, women, and
children, entertained to the higheft

degree, and to all appearance

iriade exceedingly happy, by a

poor fellow with a maflc on his

face, and a guitar in his hands.

He afiembled his audience by th6

fongs he fung to the mufic of his

inftrument, and by a thoufand

merry ftorie- he tc Id them with

infinite drollery. This afTembly

was in an open place, facing the

bay, and near the palace. The
old women fat liltening, with their

diliafFs, fpinning a kind of coarfe

iiax.
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flax, and wetting the thread with

their fpittle ; their grand-children

fprawled at their feet, amuied with

the twirling of the fpindle. The
men and their wives, the youths

and their miftrefles, fat in a circle,

with their eyes fixed on the mu-
fician, who kept them laughing

for a great part of the evening

with his ftories, which he enlivened

occafionally with tunes upon the

guitar. At length, when thecom-
pany was moil numerous, and at

the highell pitch of good humour,
he fuddenly pulled oft" his maCc,

laid down his guitar, and open-
ed a little box which ftood before

him, and addreiled the audience

in the following vvords, as lite-

rally as I can tranflate them :
—

*' Ladies and gentlemen, there is

** a time for all things; w- have
** had enough ofjefting ; innocent
" mirth is excellent for the health
** of the body; but other things
" are requifite for the health of
^' the foul, I will now, with
*' your perniifiion, my honourable
*' mailers and millrefles, entertain
^* you with fomething feriou", and
" of infinitely greater importance;
^' fonietliing for which all of you
" will have reafon to blefs me as
'• long as you live.'' Here he
fhook out of a bag a great number
of little leaden crucifixes.—" I am
*' jull come from the holy houfe
" of Loretto, my fellow chrillians,"

continued he, " on purpofe to fur-
'' nilh you with thofe jewels, more
" precious than all the gold of
'• Peru, and all the pearls of the
'• ocean. Now, my beloved bre-
*' thrcn and fillers, you are afraid
" that I fliall demand a price for
** thofe facred erodes, far above
" your abilities, and fomething
f* qorrcfpondent with their value.

by way of indemnification for

the fatigue and cxpence of the
long journey which I have made
on your account, all the way
from the habitation oftheBleffed
Virgin, to this thrice renowned
city of Naples, the riches and
liberality of whofe inhabitants
are celebrated all over the globe.

No, my generous Neapolitan?,
I do not wi(h to take the ad-
vantage of your pious and liberal

difpolitions. I will not afk for

thofe invaluable crucifixes (all

of which, let me inform you,
have touched the foot of the

holy imageof the Bleft'ed Virgin,
which was formed by the hands
of St. Luke; and, moreover,
each of them ha^ been fliaken ia

the Santilfima Scodelki, the fa-

cred porringer in which the Vir-
gin made the pap for the infanc

jefus); I will not, I f:iy, alk

an ounce of gold, no, not even
a crown of filver ; my regard
for you is fuch, that I fliall let

you have them for a penny a
piece."

P,.ejleclions on the Genius and Cha-
raSier of the Bifcayners. From
Dillon's Tra'vels through Spain.

TH E Bifcayners give the

name of republics to the

different jurifdidlion.-; in their pro-
vinces, all which, except Orduna,
their only city, and a few towns,
are compofed of hamlets, and
lonely houfes, difperfed up and
down, according to the convenience
of fituation, in (b clofeand inter-

fered a country. However, their

houfes have every advantage of
diiUibution, confiding of a prin-

gipa,l llory, belides the ground-
Hour,



^6 ANNUAL REGISTER, 1780.

floor, for cfHces, with an appen-
dage of ftab es, granaries, out-

houfes, courts, cellars, and gar-

dens ; with orchards meadows,
and often corn-fields, contiguous

to the building, with chefnut

groves, and other improvements
to the very foot of the mountains.

Nothing can be more pleafant to

the traveller, than to fee houfes

and gardens during the whole
courfe of his progrefs, particularly

from Orduna to Bilbao, an extent

of fix leagues, which feems like

one continued village. The up-

per part of the houfes were former-

ly of wood, but the new ones are

of ftone, and one feldom fees an

empty houle, or any fallen in

ruins; on the contrary, many new
ones, both large and convenient,

are conflantly building ; from

whence it appears, that though

population cannot well be con-

iderably encrealed, while new
branches of indurtry are not in-

troduced, (all the land being oc-

cupied) it feems rather to augment,

notwithllanding the many emi-

grations ; and though fome women
emigrate likewife, few remain at

home without hulbands. Thefe
dilperfed families may be held as

the mofl antient in Spain, and the

country is indebted to them for

population and culture. In the

Bifcay language they are called

Echejaunas ; that is, lords of tene-

ments, whofe ance !ors have pof-

fefi'ed them time immemorial, and

will probably continue To for fu-

ture ages, as felling or mortgaging

is held in great difrepute. Such
lands as belong to rich families,

are let out to others, and as they

lie under their eye and infpt-ftion,

the whole is attended to, with the

utmoft aflivity ; the parochial

chuch Hands in the centre of the

parilh, which, if too extenfive,

has a chapel of eafe, for the con-

venicncy of the parishioners ; many
of whom repair to thefe churches

from very great diftances, in the

fevereft weather. Their antiquity

may be traced from their dedica-

tions, which are generally to the

BlcfTed Virgin, to St. John, or

the apoftles and faints of the pri-

mitive church ; and their livings

mult be comfortable, from the de-

cent appearance of their paftors.

Not only Eiicay, Guypufcoa,
and Alaba, but alfo the mountains

of Burgos, are full of gentlemen's

feats, known by the name of Sa-

lares, or Ca/as Solariegas, worthy
of much veneration from their

antiquity; the owners of thefe are

diftinguilhed by the title of Hi-

dahos dc Ca/a Solar, or de Solar

Conocido—" Gentlemen of known
property;" the molt honourable

appellation in Spain. They are

generally ftrong, plain ftruiflures,

with fquare towers ; but many of

the towers have been deltroyed ;

and in the modern repairs, they

have followed the falhion of the

times.

The head of the family is called

Pavienie Mayor, and is greatly

refpefted by all the collateral

branches ; fome of thefe are of

fuch high antiquity, as to be

thought to have dwelled there

before the eftabiifhment of chrif-

tianity in that country, fince their

anceftors were the founders of the

churches, had the patronage of

them, and were known, fo far

back as four centuries ago, to

have, even then, been time imme-
morial, in receipt of the tythes;

others, without any patronage, are

deemed exiually antisnt j many are

fo
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fo far reduced as to be obliged to amongft the inhabitants of Bifcay ;

cultivate their eftates with their and if they are not the richeft,

own hands, yet will not yield to they may be well demed the hap-
the others, in nobility and defcent, pieft of mankind*,
alledging that, though fomc It is pleafing to behold with
branches have been more enriched what affability the rich demean
by fortunate events, yet they are themfelves towards thofe who are

all equally fprung from one com- lefs fo than themfelves, being

mon anceftor. Their names have obliged to this condefcenfion from
undoubtedly pafled in a lineal the natural fpirit and pride of the

fuccelfion from a more antient people, added to their educatioa

date than the ages of chivalry, the and notions of freedom. Unac-
eltabiifhment of coat armour, or cuflomed to brook the leaft fcorn,

of archives and records; to which or to comply with that fubmiffive

they pay little attention, as of no behaviour fo ufual from the poor

importance to illulbate their qua- to the rich, in more refined and
lity, the pofleflion of one of thefe opulent kingdoms ; yet the com-
houfes, or theconllanc tradition of mon proverb of Caftile, Polireza n»

being defcended from a former es vileza, " Poverty is not a ble-

pofielfor, being more th.in fuffi- milh," has no fway here, for fuch

cient to ennoble their blood ; many are their notions of labour, and
fuch having fuined in the annals induilry, that their fpirit makes
of Spain, by the nobleii deeds, them confider it as an indignity

which have immortalized their to beg; and though the wcmea
names more than their ancient are generally charitable, which
defent. Thefe have fettled in cannot fail to attrafl mendicants,

different parts of the kingdom, yet thefe are moll commonly
whi.e the head of the family has ftrangers.

coiJiinued at home, in a Hate of The country people wear
fimplicity, ploughing his fields, brogues, not unlike thofe of the

and infpiring his children with highlands of Scotland, tied up
fentimencs fuitable to the heroical with great neatnefs, being the moll

ages : the daughters are brought ufeful for a flippery and moun-
up in a dijTeren: manner from molt tainous country. When they are

other parts of the woild ; here the not bufy in the fields, they walk,

moll opulent do not difdain the with a llaff taller than themfelves,

management of houfliold affairs, which ferves them to vault over

and every branch of domcilic ceco- gullies, and is an excellent weapon
nomy, with a noble fimplicity, in cafe of alfault, with which chey

that feems to recal thofe glorious will bafHe the moft dextrous fwordf-

ages of which Homer has fung. men ; th.y wear cloaks in the

Whoever looks for innocence, winter, the pipe is conllantly in

health and content, will find it the mouth, as well for pleafure as

* Mr. Bowles relates, that the moft opulent families make no i'ciuple to luke,

brew, dicfs vifluais, and wafh linen. For my part I cannot .ay I obferve^i

thefe clicumftances ainongll the opulent Bifcayners, though J often experienced

t)jeir open-hearted hofpi;ality and benevolence.

from
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from a notion that tobacco pre-

serves themagainft the dampnefsof
the air j all this, joined to their

natural activity, I'prightlincfs, and
vigour, gives them an appearance

feeming to border on ferocity,

were ic not the reverfe of their

manners, which are gentle and

eafy, when no moiive is given to

choler, which the leaft fpark kin-

dles into violence.

It has been obferved, that the

inhabiiants of mountains are

ftrongly attached to their country,

which probably arifes from the

divifjon of lands, in which, gene-

rally ipeaking, all have an in-

tereil. Jn this, the Bifcayners

exceed all other ftates, looking

with fondnefson their hills, as the

moil delightful fcenes in the world,

and their people as the moll

refpeftable, defcended from the

ahorigities of Spain. This pre-

pofTeffion excites them to the moft

extraordinary labour, and to exe-

cute things far beyond what could

be expetted, in fo fmall and rug-

ged a country, where they have

few branches of commerce : I can-

not give a greater proof of their

indullry, than thofe fine roads they

have now made from Bilbao to

Caftile, as well as in Guypufcoa
and Alaba. When one lees the

paffage over the tremendous moun-
tain of Orduna, one cannot be-

hold it without the utmoll furprize

and admiration.

The manners of the Bifcayners,

and the ancient Irifh, are fo fmiilar

on many occafions, as to encou-

rage the notion of the Irifli being

deicehded from them. Both men
and women are extremely fond of

pilgrimages, repairing from great

dillances to the churches of their

patrons, or tutelary fain is, finging

and dancing till they almofi: drop
down with fatigue. The Irilh do
the fame at their patroiis. The
Guizoiies of Bifcay, and the Bou-
lamkgighs of Ireland, are nearly

alike: at allthefe afi'cmblies, they

knock out one another's brains, on
the moll trivial provocation, with-

out malice or rancour, and without

ufing a knife or a dagger. In both
countries the common people are

pallionate, eafily provoked if their

family is flighted, or their defcent

called in queftion. The Chacoli

of Bifcay, or the Shebeen of Ireland,

makes them equally frantic. In

Ireland the poor eat out of one difh

with their fingers, and iit in their

fmoaky cabbins without chimnies,

as well as the Bifcayners. The
brogue is alfo the fiioe of Bifcay ;

the women tie a kercher round

their heads, wear red petticoats,

go barefoot, in all which they re-

femblc the Bifcayners, and with

them have an equal good opinion

of their ancient defcent : the poor

Bifcayner, though haughty, is la-

borious and adtive, an example
worthy to be imitaced by the Irifh,

So many concurring circum-

ftances fupport the idea of their

having been originally one people.

It cannot be denied, but that the

old Irilh, whether from fimilitude

o'i cu[loms, religion, and tradi-

tional notions, or whatever elfe

may be the caufe, have always

been attached to the Spaniards,

who on their fide, perhaps from

political views, have treated thcni

with reciprocal affedlion, granting

them many privileges, and ftiling

them even Oriundos in their laws,

as a colony defcended from Spain ;

yet, with all thefe advantages, if

we except thofe gallant foIdJers

who have didiriguiflied themfslves
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in the field wherever they have

ferved, lew Irilh have made a con-

spicuous figure in Spain, or have

left great wealth to their fami-

lies*.

The king of Spain has no other

title over thefe free people, than

that of. Lord of Bilcay, as the

kings of England formerly held

over Ireland ; they admit of no

bi/hops, nor of cuUom-houfes in

their province-, and as they pay
lefs duties than the king's othpr

lubjetfts, they were not included in

the lace extenfionsof the American
commerce ; however, they content

themfelves with that renown which

they have acquired for themfelves

and their iiTue, infomuch that upon
only proving, to be originally be-

longing to that lordihip, or de-

fcended from fuch in the male line,

lawfully begotten, they are entitled

to claim public certificates, or exe-

cutory letters, termed Car/as exe-

cutorias, expreffive of their being

Hidalgos de Sangre, Of "Gentlemen
of blood;" their nobility having
been confirmed to them, by the

kings of Cailile and Leon, Iord= cf

Bifcay, in the plenitude of their

power.

The mod lofty Caftilians have

conrtan: rivals for antiquity and
cjcfcent in the inhabitants of Bif-

cay, Alturias, and the mountains

of Leon : thus, in Don Quixote,
Donna Rodriguez, the duenna,
fpeaking of her hufband, fays, he
was as well born as the king, be-

caufe he came from the mountains.

TJobre tcdo Hidalgo^ ccmo cl Rej^

porque em }noiitanes\.

Imprefied with thefe flattering

ideas, the high-minded Bifcaycer

leaves his native foil, and repairs

to Madrid. Confcious that his

blood is pure, uncontaminated with

mixtures of Jewifh, or Mahometan
race, he raifes his hopes on honell

indullry and fobriety, fulfilling

his duties with zeal and fub-

miffion ; he often meets with rela-

tions in sfHiicnce, nnd fometimes

rifes to the higheft employments.
It fhculd feem that fome fuch cha-

rader muft have oiiended the im-
mortal Cervantes, from his pointed

refleftions in hi? celebrated ro-

mance of Don Quixote, where he
fays that *' an exprefs being ar-
*' rived with difpatches of moment
*' direfled to Don Sancho Fanza,
** governor of the ifland of Bara-
*' taria, into his own hands, or
** thofe of his fecretary, which be-
*' ing given to read to the major
" domo, by Sancho; the ima-
" ginary governor afkcd. Who
" here is my fecretary ? To which
*' one prefent anuvcred, /,/;>, am
•* the per/on, hecanje I can read and

• Another inftance in which the Ir'fh fecm to have cicfcly imitated the
SpaniAi culkoms, is m the taking of fnuff", cf which Mr. Howel, v/ho was in

Spain in i6io, and wtnt foon after to Ireland, gives us the following accounr,
at an early ptiiod, after the firlt introduclicn of fni;ff into Europe : " The
Spaniards and Infti take it moll in powder, or fmutc'nin, and, it mightily
refrelhes the brain, and I believe there is as much taken this v/ay in Ireland, as

there is in pipes in England. One fnall commonly fee the ferving maid upon
tlie wafhing b!ock, and the fwain upon the plough/hare, when they are tired

with labour, take out their boxes of fmutchin, and draw it into their noftiiis

with a quill, and it will beget new fpuits in them, with a trc(h vigour to fiill

to their woik ai!ain.'" Epit^olae Hoelianje. London, 1726.

-f
Don Quixoti, part 2. torn. 4. cap. ci. Mad:i'J, ir7t-
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«« ivriie, and am Jiiorecver a Bif-

*' cayiier. With this addition, re-

• ' plied Sancho, you are fit to

«* be a fecreiary, even to an em-
«' peror."*

Defcription of the Toavn of Bilbao,

and the Manners of its Inhabitants.

THE town of Bilbao, on the

banks of the riverYbaizabal,

is about two leagues from the fea,

and contains about eight hundred

houfes, with a large fquare by the

water fide, well fliaded with plea-

fant walks, which extend to the

outlets, on the banks of the river,

with numbers of houfes and gar-

dens, which form a molt pleafing

profpedt, particularly as you fail

up the river; for, befides the

beautiful verdure, numerous ob-

jeds open gradually to the eye,

and the town appearing as an am-
phitheatre, enlivens the landfcape,

and completes the fcenery.

The houfes are folid and lofty,

the ftreets well paved and level;

water is conveyed into the llreets,

and they may be wafhed at plea-

fure, which renders Bilbao one of

the neateft towns in Europe,

Coaches are not in ufe, by which

mean?, inequality of wealth is not

fo perceptible, excerior oUentation

is avoided, and the poor man
walks by the nde of the ricii, with

equal eafe and content.

The air is generally dnmp,

covers iron with rulr, deftroys fur-

niture in the upper apartments,

extrafts the fait out of dried fifh,

and multiplies Hies beyond mea-

fure, yet the town is remarkably

healthy, and Its inhabitants enjoy.

to a great degree, the three prin-

cipal bleiiings of life, perfeft

health, Urength of body, and a

chearful difpofition, attended with

longevity ; in proof of which,

though the town is very populous,

the hofpilal is frequently empty,

and in the nine months, that Mr.
Bowles refided there, only nine

perfons were buried, four of which
were above eighty. Every day one
may fee men above that age walk-

ing upright, in chearful converfe

with youth. Burning fever.s which
the Spaniards dread fo much, and
call tabardillos, are not known
here, and they are feidom troubled

with agues. What is then the

reafon that BUbao, on the fide of

a river in fo damp a fituation, and
chiefly built on piles, like the

cities in Holland, fliould be fo

remarkably healthy, with every

indication againil it ? I fhall en-

deavour to account for it.

The adjacent mountains Hop the

clouds that arife from the faline

vapours of the ocean, rains a.^e

frequent, but they are feidom
without a fea breeze, or a land

wind ; the current of the air being
thus continually ventilated, never

leaves the moiil; vapours at reft,

and prevents their forming thofe

putrid combinations, which heat

generally occaficns, on flagnated

waters. Thus the vicinity of the

fea, the rain;, and, more than all,

the ftrong currents of air, are the

phyfical caufes of its falubrity at

Bilbao, as, on the contrary, the

continued heat which rarifies the

exhalations of fuch rives as have

a flow motion, as well as the flag-

nated waters in ponds or lakes,

where there is great heat in the

^ Den Q^jixote, pait 2. torn. 4. chnp, c. MaJ'tiJ, i-'ti

I

air.
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air, anJ little wind, 'will be the

caufcs of pulrifying the vapours,

and bring on fevers and other

dillempers. For this reafon, the

inhabitants of La Mancha are fo

fubjcd^ to agues, and ufe as much
bark as in Holland, becaufc the

air has lit^je motion in (ummer,
notwithftanding the country is

open, and the furface is dry. In

the fame manner, a new houfe is

dangerous to dwell in, where the

damp vapours are confined, though

one may fleep very fafely in the

deepell gallery of a mine, if the

air has a free circulation.

To thefe favourable circum-

flances, the Bifcayners owe their

good fpirits, freihnefs of com-
plexion, and chearful difpofition.

In other countries, women are

opprefled with the flightell fatigue
;

here they work as much as the

flrongefl men, unload the fhips,

carry burdens, and do all the

bufinefs of porters. The very fe-

lons, confined to hard labour in

the mines of Alniaden, do nothing

in comparifon v.^lth thefe females;

they go bare-footed, and are re-

markably aflive, carrying burthens

on their heads which require tuo
men to lift up. The wife yields

not in Hrength to the hufband, nor

the fifter to the brother, and after

a chearful glafs, though heavily

loaded, they move on with alacrity,

returning home in the evening,
without the appearance ofiafTuude,

often arm in arm, dancing and
fmging to the tabor and pipe.

Their mulic is defrayed at the

expence of the town, after the
manner of the antient Greeks.
On holidays they play under the

trees in the great fquare ; the mo-
ment they begin, the conourfe is

great, men, women, and children,

of all ages, are engaged at the

fame time, down to the very in-

fants. The dances are active,

fuitable to their Ihength, but di-

velted of indecent attitudes or

geftures. Thefe furprifing women,
though conilantly expofed to the

air, have good complexion?, with

lively eyes, and fine black hair,

in which they pride themfelves

greatly, and braid to uncommoa
advantage. Married womtn wrap
a white handkerchief round their

heads, fo knotted, as to fall dovva

in three plaits behind, and over

this the Montera cap : they have
a haughty look, and work in the

field:) like the men. Their language

is the Bafcuenfe, which, without

doubt, is original, and as ancient

as the peopling of the country,

being totally dillinft, and without

any connexion with any Spanifh

dialedt ; thofe who underlland it,

afl'ure us it is very foft and harmo-
nious, as well as energetic *.

A general

* In the mountains of Bifcay and Navarre, the Spanifli language, or rcmanctf
is neither I'poken or undeiftood.

See the tollowlng books.
De la antigua lejigua, poblnciones, y Comarras de las Efpanas en que it

patb fe tocan algiinas colas de la Cantabria per Andres de Poza—Bilbao,

1587, 4to.

El impofible vencido s Arte de la lengua bafconcada por nianuol de Laria-
mendi. Salamanca, 1719.

Dicrionario Trilingue del Caftillano, Bafcueiife y Latin por nianuel dc Lar-
ramcndi, 174-5.

Fiona



^4 ANNtJAL REGISTER, 1780:

A general neatnefs prevails every hofpitabic difpofition of the Inha-;
~'

bitants, which foon falls off, if

you flight their cordiality, or at-

tribute it to motives of adulation or

inteielh Such is the happy life

of the inhabitants of Bilbao, free

from the luxuries, as wall as the

ambitious paflions which agitate

the minds of their neighbour:;,

they pafs their lives in tranquillity,

governed by wholefome laws

;

amongd which, they are faid even

to have one againlt ingratitude,

with a punifhment affixed to it.

where in the town of Bilbao. The
ftambles is a Tufcan building, in

the centre of the town, with an

open court and a fountain in the

middle ; nothing can be more

cleanly or better contrived, free

from all bad fcents, or any thing

tlifgufting, as it is copioully fup-

plied with water to carry away

every thing offenfive. The meat

is delivered fo frefh and clean, as

not to require being wafhed. as

praflifed in other parts of Spain,

which deprives it of its fubilance

and flavour; the veal is white and '

delicate, and the poultry excel-

lent: the woods afford plenty of Of the CharaSier of our Debt Laius,

birds, befides five forts of birds of and of Mr. Howard. From Mr,
pafiage called chimbos, which fatten

foon after their arrival, and are

greatly efteemed.

Among the different forts of

fifh, common at Bilbao, there are

two peculiar to that river, which

the inhabitants are remarkably

Burke's Speech to his Conftituents

at Bri'lol.

THERE
in out

^HERE are two capital faults

ir law with relation to

civil debts. One is, that every

man is prefumed folvent. A pre-

fond of; thefe are a peculiar fort fumption, in innumerable cafes,

of eels in winter, and the cuttle diredly againft truth. Therefore

fifli in fummer : the eels are fmall the debtor is ordered, on a fuppo-

like the quill of a pigeon, of a pale fition of ability and fraud, to be

colour, about three inches long, coerced his liberty until he makes

and without a back bone, which payment. By this means, in all

they catch at low tides in prodi- caies of civil infolvency, without

gious quantities. In a word, every a pardon from his creditor, he is

thing is in plenty at Bilbao, for to be imprifoned for life:—and

befides a well iupplied market, thus a miferable miftaken invention

their gardens abound in pulfe and of artificial fcience, operates to

fruit of all kinds : fo that one can change a civil into a criminal

live no where better than here, judgment, and to fcourge mif-

when we take into the account the fortune or indifcretion with a pu-

From whence it is evident that the Bafcuenfe is totnlly different from the Spa-

rjfh, which is the comriion Ijingiiage ot the two Cajltiles, Leon, Eliieniaduiaj

Andalufia, Arngon', Navarre, Kioxa, and the mountains of Biiigos ; and is

generally underltood in Aliiuias, Galicia, Valencia, and Catalonia, though not

the language of tliofc provinces, whcirt they have a did'eit varying more or leis

from the Spanifh, in proportion to their htuatii/U uud jn-oximity to neighbouring

kingdoms.
nifhment
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ti'ifiiment which the law does not

inilift on the greateft crimes.

The next fault is, that the in-

fiiclirig of that punifliment is not

0.1 the opinion of an equal and
public judge; but is referred to

the arbitrary difcretion of a pri-

vate-, nay intereRed, and irritated,

individual. He, who formally is,

and fubftantiaily ought to be, the

judge, is in reality no more than

minilterial, a mere executive in-

llrument of a private man, who is

at once judge and party. Every
idea of judicial order is fubverted

by this procedure. Jf the infoK

vency be no crime, why is itpu-
nifhed with arbitrary imprifon-

ment ? Jficbe a crime, why is it

delivered into private hands to

pardon without difcretion, or to

punMh without mercy and without

mcafure ?

To thefe faults, grofs and cruel

faults in our law, the excellent

principle of lord Beauchamp's
bill applied fome fort of remedy.
I know that credit muft be pre-

ferved ; but equity mud be pre-

ferved too; and it is impolTiblc,

that any thing (hould be necefl'ary

to commerce, which is inconfiilent

with jullice. The principle of
credit was not weakened by that

bill. God forbid ! The enforce-

ment of that credit was only put
into the fame public judicial hands

on which we depend for our lives,

and all that makes life dear to us.

But, indeed, mis bufinels was
taken up too warmly bothhereand
eliewhere. The bill was extreme-
ly miilaken. It was fuppofcd to

enait what it never enaded ; and
complaints were made of claufes

in it as novelties, which exiiled

before the noble Lord that brought

in the bill was born. There »vas

Vol. XXIII.

a fallacy that run through th5

wholeof the objections. 1 he gen-
tlemen who oppofed the bill, al-

ways argued, as if the ojtion lay

between that bill and the antienC

law.—But this is a grand niiftake.

For praftically, the option is be-
tween, not that bill and the old

law, but between that bill and
thofe occafional laws called adts of
grace. For the operation of ths

old law is fo favage, arid fo incon-

venient to fociety, thai for a long

time part, once in every parlia-

ment, and lately twice, the legi-

flature has been obliged to make
a general arbitrary jail-delivery,

and at once to fet open, by its fo-

vereigo authority, all the prifons

in England.
Gentlemen, I never relifhed a£ts

of grace ; nor ever fubmitted to

them but from defpair of better.

They are a difhonourable inven-
tion, by whichj not from huma-
nity, not from policy, but merely
becaufe we have not room enough,
to hold thefe viftims of the abfur-

dity of our laws, we turn loofe

upon the public three or four thou-
fand naked wretches, corrupted b/
the habits, debafed by the igno-
miny of a prifon. If the creditor

had a right to thofe carcales as a
natural fecurity for his property,

I am fure wc have no rioht to de-

piive him of that fecurity. But if

the few pounds of flelh were not

neceflary to his fecurity, we had
not a right to detain the unfortu-

nate debtor, without any benefit

at r.ll to the perfon who confined

him.—Take it as you will, we
commit injullice. Now Lord Beau-
champ's bill intended to do deli,

berately, and with great caution

and circumfpeflion, upon each Se-

veral cafe, and with all attcaci^n

D to
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to the juft claimant, what adls of

grace do in a much greater tiiea-

fure, and with very little care,

caution, or deliberation,

I fufped that here too, if we
contrive to oppofe this bill, we
fliall be found in a tiruggle againli:

the nature of things. For as we
grow enlightened, the public will

not bear, for any length of time,

to pay for the maintenanceof whole

irmies of prifoners; nor, at their

own expence, fubmit to keep jails

as a fort of garrifons, merely to

fortify the ahfurd principle of

making men judges in their own
caufv.. For credit has little or no

concern in this cruelty. 1 fpeak

in a commercial affembly. You
know that credit is given, becaufe

capital muft be employed ; that

mien calculate the chances ofinfol-

vency ; and they either withhold

the credit, or make the debtor pay

the rifque in the price. I'he

counting-horJe has no alliance

\Vith the jail. Holland underftant's

trade as well as we, and ftie has

done much more than this ob-

noxious bill intended to do. There

was nor, when Mr. Howard vinced

Holland, mere than one prifoner

for debt in the great city of Rot-

terdam. Although Lord Beau-

<fharnp's aft (which was previous

to this billi and ir.tended to feel

the way for it) has already pre-

ferved liberty to thoufands \ and

though it is not three years fince

ti.e laft ad of grace paffed, yet by

Mr. Howard's laft account, there

were near three thoufand again in

jail. I cannot name this gentle-

man without remarking, that his

iaboms and writings have done

much to open the eyes and hearts

cf mankind. He has vifited all

Europe,—not to furvey the fump-

JO '

tunufnefs of palaces, or the llate-

linefs of temples ; not to make ao-'

curate meafurements of the remain?

of ancient grandeur, nor to form

a fcale of the curiofity of modera
art ; not to colleft medals, or col-

late mantifcripts : — but to dive

into the depths of dungeons ; to

plunge into the infedlion of hofpi-

tals J to furvey the manuons of

forrow and pain j to take the gage

and dimenfions of mifery, deprefi.

fion, and contempt; to remember
the forgotten, to attend to the

negieded, to vifit theforfaken, and
to compare and collate the diftref-

fes of all men in all countries.

His plan is original ; and it is as

full of genius as it is of humanity."

It was a voyage of difcovery ; a

circumnavigation of charitv. Al-

ready the benefit of his labour i^

felt more or lels in every country :

I hope he will anticipate his final

reward, by feeing all its effe£ls

fully realized in his own. He
will receive, not by retail but in

grofs, the reward of thofe who vi-

fit the prifofier ; and he has fa

foreflalled and monopolized this

branch of charity, that there will

be, I truft, little room to merit

by fuch ads of benevolence here-

after.

Of the Pcpijh penal Laivs ; njuiih

the Characters cf Sir George Sa-

vile ahd Mr. Dunning. From
thefame.

GENTLEMEN. The condi-

_ ' tion of our nature is fuch,

that we buy our bleiTings at a

price. -The Reformation, one of

the (i^reateft periods of human im-

provement, was a time of trouble

iind cciifufion. The vail ftrufture

ef
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of foperHition and tyranny, which the dregs and feculence of the

had been for ages in rearing, and contention with which it was car-

which was combined wiih tne in- ricd through. However, until this

tei ell of the great and of the many
;

be done, ^the Reformation is noc

which was moulded into th' laws, complete ; and ihofe who think

the manners, and livil inilicuiions themlelves good Proteftants, fiom
of nations, and blended with the their animofity to others, are in

frame and policy of ilates ; could that refpect no Protefiants at all.

not be brought to the ground with- It was at firft thought neceff r)',

out a fearful l.ruggle; nor could perhaps, to oppofe to Pcpery ano-

it fall without a violent ccncufiion ther Popery, to get the better of it.

ofitfelf and all about it. When Whatever was the caufe, laws were

this great revolution was attempt- made in many countries, and ia

ed in a more regular mode by go- this kingdom in particular, againil

vernmen:, it was oppofed by plots Papifts, which are as bloady as

and fe .iiions of the people ; when any of thofe which had been enact-

by popula.- efforts, it was repreHed ed by the Popifh princes and ftates;

as rebellion by the hand of power; and where thofe laws were not

and bloody executions (often blood- bloody, in my opinion, they were
ily returned) mar)<ed die whole of worfe ; as they were flow, cruel

its progrefs through all its Itages. outrages on our nature, and kept

The alfairs of religion, which are men alive only to infult in their

no longer heard of in ttje tumult perfons, every one of the rights

of our prcfent contentions, made and feelings of humanity. I pafs

a principal ingredient in the wars thofe ilatutes, becaule I would
and politics of that time ; the en- fpare your pious ears the repetition

thufiafai of religion threw a gloom of iuch (hocking things; andlcome
over the politics ; and political in- to that particular law, the repeal

ttrclls poifoned and perverted the of which has produced fo manv*

fpirit of religion upon ail fides, 'utinatural and unexpected confe-

The Protellant religion in that quences.
violent llruggle, infecled, as the A ftatute was fabricated in the

Popifh had been before, by world- year 1699, by which the laying

ly interelts and worldly paflions, mafs (a church-fervice in the La-
became a perlecutor in its turn, tin tongue, not exadtl/ the fame
fomeimes of the new {cci<, which as our Liturgy, but very near ir,

carried their own principles further and containing no offeree wh^it-

.than it was convenient to the ori- foever againft the laws, or againlt

ginal reformers ; and always of good morals) was forged into a

the body from whom they parted
;

crimepunilliable with perpetual inl-

and this perfecuting fpirit arofe, prifonmeiit. The teaching khool,
. not only, from the bitternef^ of an ufeful and virtuous occupation,

retaliation, but from the raercilefs even the teaching in a private fa-

policy of fear. milv, was in every Catholic fub-

It was long before the fpirit of je^ed to the fame unproportioned
true piety and true wifdom, in- punilhment. Your inuullry, and
volved in the principles of the Re- the bread of your children, was
foimation, cjuld be ucpuiated from taxed for a pecuniary reward to

D 2 ftiaiulacs
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itimulate avarkc to do what na-

ture retufed, to inform and prcfe-

cute on this law. Every Roman
Catholic was, under the fame aft,

to forfeit his eftate to his neareft

Proteftant relation, until, through

a profeflion of what he did not be-

lieve, he redeemed by his hypo-

crify, what the law had transfer-

red to the kinfman as the recom-

pence of his profligacy. When
thus turned out of doors from his

paternal eftate^ he was difabled

from acquiring any other by any

induftry, donation, or charity :

but was rendered a foreigner in

his native land, only becaufe he

retained the religion, along with

the property, handed down to

him from thofe who had been the

old inhabitants of that land before

him.
Does any one who hears tne

approve this fcheme of things,

or think there is common juflice,

common fenfe, or common honefty

in any part of it ? If any does,

let him fay it, and I am ready to

difcufs the point with temper and

candour. But inftead of approv-

ing, I perceive a virtuous indigna-

tion beginning to rife in your

minds on the mere cold ftating of

the llatute.

But what will you feel, when

vou know from hiftory how this

jftatute pafTed, and what were the

motives, and what the mode of

making it? A party in this nation,

enemies to the fyflem of the Revo-

lution, were in oppofition to the

government of King William.

They knew, that our glorious de-

liverer was an enemy to all perfe-

cution. They knew that he came

to free us from llavery and Po-

pery, out of a country, where a

third of the people are contented

Catholics under a Proteftant go-

vernment. He came with a part

of his army compofed of thofe very

Catholics, to overfet the power of

a Popidi prince. Such is the ef-

feft of a tolerating fpirit ; and fo

much is liberty ferved in every

v;ay, and by all perfons, by a man-
ly adherence to its own principles.

Whilft freedom is true to itfelf,

every thing becomes fubjeft to it;

and its very adverfaries are an i-n-

ftrument in its hands.

The party I fpeak of (like fome
amongft us who would difparage

the beft friends of their country)

refolved to make the king either

violate his principles of toleration,

or incur the odium of protefting

Papifts. They therefore brought

in this bill, and made it purpofely

wicked and abfurd that it might

be rejefted. The then court party,

difcovering their game, turned the

tables on them, and returned their

bill to them fluffed with fiill great-

er abfurdities, that its lofs might

lie upon its original authors.

They, finding their own ball

thrown back to them, kicked it

back again to their adverfaries.

And thus this aft, loaded with the

double injuftice of two parties,

neither of whom intended to pafs,

what they hoped the other would

be perfuaded to ryeft, went thro'

the legiflature, contrary to the

real wi(h of all parts of it, and of

all the parties that compofed it*

In this manner thefe infolent and

profligate faftions, as if they were

playing with balls and counters,

made a fport of the fortunes and

the liberties of their fellow-crea-

tures. Other acts of peri'ecution

have been afts of malice. This

was a fubverfion of juflice from

wanionnefs and petulance. Look
into
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into the hiftory of BiOiop Burnet.

He is a witnefs without exception.

The effedls of the ad have been

as mifchievous, as its origin was

ludicrous and fhami-ful. From
that time every perfon of that

communion, lay and ecclefiaftic,

has been obliged co fly f om the

face of day. i he clergy, conceal-

ed in garrets of private-houfes, or

obliged to take a fhelter (hardly

fafe to themielves, but infinitely

dangerous to their country) under

the privileges of foreign miniiiers,

officiated as their fervanrs, and
under their protedion. The whole
body of the Catholics, condeinned
to beggary and to ignorance in

their native land, have b^en O-ilig-

ed to learn the principles of let-

ters, at the hdZdrd of all their other

principles, from the charity of
your enemies. They have been
taxed to their ruin at the plealure

of necelTitous and profligate rela-

tions, and according to the mea-
fure of their necellicy and protii-

gacy. Examples of thi^ are many
and affefting. Some of them are

known by a friend who ftands

near me in this hall. It is but fix

or feven years fince a clergyman of
the name of Malony, a man of
morals, neither guilty nor accufed
of any thing noxious to the Hate,

was condemned to perpetual im-
prifonment for exercifing the func-

tions of his religion ; and afcer ly-

ing in jail two or three years, was
relieved by the mercy of govern-
ment from perpetual imprifon-
ment, on condition of perpetual
banilhment. A brother of the

Earl of Shrewfbury, a Talbot, a
name refpeftable in this county,

whilft its glory is any part of its

concern, was hauled to the bar of

the Old Bailey among common fe-

lons, and only efcaped the fame
doom, either by fome error in the

proceis, or that the wretch who
brought him there could not cor-

rectly defcribe his perfon ; I now
forget which, — In Ihort, the perfc-

cution would never have relented

for a moment, if thcj judges, fu-

perfeding (though with an ambi-
guous example) the ftrift rule of

their artifi\.:ai duty by the higher

obligation of their confcience, did

not conrtantly throw every dilncul-

ty in the way of fuch informers.

But fo inefFeitual is the p^wer of

legil evalion againlt legal iniquity,

that it was but the other day, that

a lady of condition, beyond the

middle of life, was on the point of

being Itripped of her whole fortune

by a near relation, to whom fhe

had been a friend and benefactor :

and fhe muft have been totally

ruined, without a power of redrefs

or mitigation from the courts of

law, had not the legiflature itfelf

rulhed in, and by a fpecial acl; of

parliament rei'cued her from the

injullice of its own ftatutes. One
of the aiTts authoriling fuch things

was that which we in part repealed,

knowing what our duty was ; and

doing that duty as men of honour

and virtue, asgoodFfoteitants, and

as good citizens. Let him Itand

forth that difapproves what we have

done !

Gentlemen, bad laws are the

wont fort of tyranny. In fuch a

country as this, they are of all bad

things the woril, worfe by far

than any where elfe ; and they

derive a particular malignity even

from the wifdoin and foundnels of

the relt of our inllitution.. For

very obvious reafons you cannot

trull the crown with a difpenling

power over any ofyour laws. How-
D i ever.
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ever, a governmeot, be ic as bad trefa(5lion, corrupted himfclf, and

as it may, will, in" the exercife of corruptif'g all about h;m

a difcrcticnary power, dilcriminate The a^l repealed was of this di-

times and perfons ; and will not red tendency ; and it was mace in

ordinarily parfue any man, when the manner which I have related to

its own latcty is not concerned, you. I will fiow tell you by whom
A mercenary informer knows no .the bill ot re^ eal was brought into

diriincftion. Under fuch a fyflem, parliament, i find it has been in-

the obnoxious people are flaves, diUhioufly given out in this city

net only to the government, but (from kindnefs to me unquellion-

they live at the mercy of every in- ably) that I was the mover or the

dividual ; they are at once the feconder. The fail i-s I did not

flaves of the whole community, once open my lips on the iubjeft

and of every part of it; and the during the whole progrefs of the

worll and mo.' unmerciful men are bill, I do not fay this as dif-

thcfe on whofe goodnels they moll claiming my fhare in that meafure.

dep&rd. Very far from it. I inform you

In this fiiuation men not only of this fad, left I fliould feenx

ihrirk Torn the trovvns of a ftern to arro^jate to myfelf the merits

magiilrote ; but they are obliged which belong to others. To have

to fiy from their very fpeces. 'I'he been the man chofen out to re-

feeds of de. ruilion are fown in ci- deem our fellow citizens from fla-

vil intercourfe, :n focial habitudes, very ; to purify our laws from ab-

'1 he blood of wholefome kindred (urditv and injuilice; and to

is infected. Their t ble. and beds cleanfe our religion from the blot

are furrounded with fnares. All and flain of perfecution, would be

the mtans given by Providence to ,an honour and happinefs to which

make life fafe and comfortable, my wirties would undoubtedly af-

are perverted into innruments of pire ; but to whi. h nothing but

terror and torment. This fpecJes my wifh.s could poflibJy have en-

of univerfal fubferviency, that ticiid me. That great wo-k was

inakes the very fervant wjio waits in hands in every re fpecl far better

behind' your chair, the- arbiter of qualified than mine. The mover
your life and Fcriune, has fuch a of the bill

'" George Sa-

tendency to degrade r.nd abafe vile.

mankind, and to deprive them of When an cc; o; great and fignal

that affured and liberal Hate of humanity was to bedone, and done

inind, which alone can make us with all the weight and authority

what we ought to be, that I vow that belonged to it, the world

to God I would iboner bring my- could caft its eyes upon none but

ielf to put a man to immediate him. I hope that few thi-ig";,

death for opinions I diflikcd, and which have a tendency to blels or

fo to get rid of the man and his to adorn life, have wholly efcaped

opinions at once, than to fret him my obfervation in my paiTage

with a feveriih being, tainted with through it, I have fought the ac-

the jaii-difiemper of a contagious quaintance of that gentleman, and

ferviude, to keep him above have feen hijji in all fjtuations.

ground, an animated raafs of pu- He is a true genius j witb an un-

dtrfiandinor
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dcrftandlng vigorous, and acute,

and refined, and ditiinguirhing

even to excefs ; and iilumimted

with a molt unbounded, peculiar,

and original caft of imagination.

With thefe he poffefies many ex-

ternal and inftrumental advan-

tages ; and he makes u(e of them

all. His fortune is among the

largell ; a fortune which, wholly

unincumbered, as it is, with one

iingle charge from luxury, vanity,

or excefs, links under the benevo-

lence of its difpenfer. This pri-

vate benevolence, expanding itfelf

into patriotifm, renders his whole

being the ertate of the public, in

whicti he has not referved a pe u-

lium for himfeif of prcfit, diver-

iion, or relaxation During the

feiSon, the firll in, and the laft

out of the houfe of cor.:raons ; he

pafl'es from the fenate to the camp ;

and, feldom feeing the ieat of his

ancellors, he is always in Parlia-

ment to ferve his country, or in

the field to defend it. But in all

well- wrought compoiitions, fome
particulars lland out more emi-
nently than the reft ; and the

things which will cr.rry his name
to pollerity, are his two bills ; I

mean that for a limitation of the

claims of the crown upon landed

eftates ; and this for the relief of
the Roman Catholics. By the

former, he has emancipated pro-

perty ; by the latter, he has quiet-

ed confcience; and by both, he

has taught that grand leffon to go-

vernment and fubjeft,—no lon^^er

to regard each other as advtrle

parties.

Such was the mover of the afl

that is complained of by men, who
are not quite fo good as he is ; an

XkStf moll afTuredly not brought in

by him from any partiality to that

fed which is the objeft ot it. For,

among his faults, 1 really cannot
help reckoning a greater degree of
prejudice againrt that people, than

becomes fo wife a man. I know
that he inclines to a fort of difguli,

mixed with a confiderable degree

cf afperitv, to the fyllem ; and he

has few, or rather no habits with

any of its profeflbrs. What he

has done was on quite other mo-
tives. The motives were thefe,

which he declared in his excellent

fpeech on his motion for the bill;

namely, his extreme zeal to the

Froteliant religion, which he
thought utterly tiilgraced by the

a£l of 1699; and his rooted hatred

to all kind of cppreiiion, under

any colour or upon any pretence

whatfoever.

1 he feconder was worthy of the

mover, and the motion. I was
not the feconder ; itwasMr.Dun-
ning, recorder of this city. I

fliall fay the lefs of him, becaufe

his near relation to you makes you
more particularly acquainted with

his merits. But I fhould appear

little acquainted with them, or

little fenlibie of them, if I could

utter his name on this occafion

without expreffing my efteem for

his charader. I am not afraid of

offending amoftlearned body, and
molt jealous of its reputation for

that learning, when I fay he is

the firlt of his profeffion. It is a

point fettled by ihofe who fettle

every thing elfe ; and I mult add

(w}*at I am enabled to (ay from

my own long and clofe obferva-

tion) that there is not a man. of

any proteffion, or in any fituation,

of a more creft and independent

fpirit; of a more proud honour;

D 4 a mof?
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a more manly mind ; a more firm

and determined integrity. Affure

yourfelves, that the names of two

luch men will bear a great load of

prejudice in the other fcale, before

they can be entiiely outweighed.

With this mover, and this fe-

conder, agreed the ivhcle Houle

of commons ; the ivhole houfe of

jords; the avh/e bench of bifhops

;

the king ; the miniilry ; the op-

politicn ; all the dillinguifhed

ciergy of theeflablifhment; all the

eminent lights (for they were con-

fultcd) of the Diflenting churches.

This according voice of national

wiidcm ought to be lillened to with

reverence. To fay that all thefe

defcriptions of Engliflimen unani-

mouily concurred in a fcheme for

introducing the Catholic religion,

or that none of them underltood

the nature and effects of what they

were doing, fo well as a few ob-

fcuse clubs of people, whofe names

you never heard of, is fnamelefbly

abl'urd. Surely it is paying a ip.i-

ferable' compliment to the religion

we profefs, to fuggeft, that every

thing eminent in the kingdom is

indilf'erent, or even adverfe to that

religion, and that its fecurity is

wholly abandoned to the zeal of

thofe, who have nothing but their

zeal to diilingiiiih them. In weigh-

ing this unanimous concurrence of

whatever the nation has to boaft

of, I hope you will recolleft, that

all thefe concurring parties do by

no means love one anoiher enough
to agree in any point, which was

not both evidently, and import-

ar.ily, right.

Ad'venturei of Eyles Irwin, Efq\ in

a Voyage up the Red-Sea, and in

a "Journey through the Deferts of
Thebais. From his Letters, \to.

I
N the year 1777, Mr. Irwin, a

gentleman in the Eail-lndia

Company's fervice, was fent from

Madrafs with difpatches for Eng-
land. He embarked on board the

inow Adventure, Captain Bacon,
in company with three other gen-
tlemen. Major Alexander, Mr,
Hammond, and Lieutenant * * *,

a gentleman whofe name is kindly

fupprefled, for a reafon that will

appear in due time ; bound for

Mocha on the coaft of Arabia Fe-

lix : with a refolution, either to

reach Suez by a voyage up the

Red-Sea, or to proceed by land to

the port of Alexandria, and thence

to take {hipping for Europe. In

eight weeks, owing to the latenefs

of the feafon, theyeffecled a paflage

to Mocha. Here the Ealt-India

Company have arefident, and Mr.
Irwin and his party (laid till the

fhip had laid in ilores for the voy-r

age up tlie Red-Sea. Of the cuf-

toms of the country he gives the

following account :

The women in Arabia are kept

in much llrifler confinement, than

thofe of their religion in India.

The females of rank are ihut up
in their apartments, and never ftir

abroad, except now and then, to

accompany their hufbands on an

excurlion to the vallies. 1 hey are

veiled at thefe times from bead to

foot, and fent off upon horfe-back

under cover of the night. But this

fimple recreation does not fall often

to their lot. The civilized Arabs

are of all nations the leail inclined
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to action ; and ic is to be ruppored,

that women born here live and die,

without Itirring out of the wails of

Wocha; fuch is the tax that is

laid on binh and greatnefi, even

in the remote coun'rv of Arabia.

To thofe ot a lower degree, ihere

is iome deviation permitted from

the feverityot ihisculiom. "'. hough

there are no public Hammums lor

the women to relort to as in I urky,

they are indulged with the free-

dom of viirlng t.ieir neighbours,

when tnc dufk ot the evening can

Ikreen their pcrlons from oblerva-

tion : for the thick vei;s in which

their face5 are bur'cd utterly pre-

clude the pofTibiiity of dirtinguifh

ing their featurts. We have met
them ourielves in the ftreets, and

have conceived a favourable idea

of their faces, from the fymroetry

of their figures.

Incontinence is held much more
criminal among the finale than

married females. Thcugh acul-

tery is punifhed with a h.aw tine,

the fedudion of a virgin is attend-

ed by a more lerious correction

In tlii? ihey differ from the laws

of more enlightened kingco"."?,

where an injury of this nature is

not only unpunifhsble by any
courfe of law, but the matter it-

felf is treated in a very light man-
ner. And here the character of
the Arabian Leeiflntor rifes far

beyond the boalled policy of Eu-
ropean flates. To his jiuiice it is

owing, that the deftruttion of in-

nocence is held in fuch abhor-
rence; and to his redituce of
thinkinor, that the mere accom-
plice of a lewd woman fhould en-
counter lefs rigorous treatment,

than the mean betrayer of unex-
perienced limplicit/.

We were furprized at the num«
bei of Chri.iian* renegadoes that
rellt^e at Mocha. Not, that the
apoitacy of men, who perhaps had
no fenfe of religion until they pro-
fefied Mahometanifm, could pro-
voke our wonder ; but how their
worldly interells could be advanced
by the change. Redacfd to a pi-
tiful fublilience, and held in de-
ferved contempt by the natives,

we Ihould have furmifed their de-
fection to be merely the efFedts of
deipair; and that the fugitives

from juftice alone fought their

fafety at this price, had not the
example of a Greek prieft fome-
what Ihaken our opinion. This
prie;*, by name Ananias, 1 re-

member to have heard mentioned
in Bengal, as a miracle of piety*

And yet in the feventleth year of
his are did he publicly abjur- tbe
Chrilban religion, in the courfe
of a pilgrimage to Mount Sinai.

H w-s circumcifed, and received
into the Mahometan church ; and,
to crown the whole of this Itrange
proceeding, was led about the city

lor three a ays, according to cuf-

tom, moun«ed on an afs, to re-

ceive the alms of the faithful, which
every convert is entitled to on his

admiffion to then myiteries. This
happened during our ftiort itav at

Mocha ; and is one of the greateft

inftances of the infirmity of human
nature, which has come within the
fphere of mv oblcrvation.

Having taken in proper provi-
frons, they re imbarked on a voy-
age up the Red bea to Suez, which,

is but a rhort journey from (jrand

Cairo. The pafi'age up the Red-
Sea, little known to Europeans,
is rendered extremely dangerous
by rocks and Ihojis, and, the

wind
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»(jpdt ^eing againft ; tliem, they

^PjuJd.ji.ot run more t/ian thirty

jniif'S' Ofon one ,tack : their me-
tiipd, yas to make one fher^ about

fun-fet, then to tack and ftanci

Ovef "for th?, oppoftte fhore until

ciay -break.

; When the.veffel had beat up in

that manner for. lome time, they

fudde}ily. found therafelves about

fun-fet on a hazy evening driven

hy the current amcng a line of

locks and fhoals on the Ara-

l>jan coaft, and in imminent
<ianger of deftruftion. The Inovv

Aurora had been loft . in- the

fame;: pjaccj about, fix months be.

fijre; After an anxious perilous

BJfht, and variojas intricate ira-

Vef.fefSi they took refuge in the

harbguj- of Yanibo, that appeared

in fight in the morning. Here

.th^y congratulated themfelves with

a conclufion of their troubles,

having heard of the hofpitality of

the place, from the crew of the

above t fitip-rtiecked vefi'el, who
had owed their fafety to the inha-

bitanis. This port was in the

l)^,i_gh,i^ouraoQd of Medina ; and as

the Adventure had landed a con-

jGdfirable fum of nicney at Mocha,
-being a prefent from the Nabob
of';the,Carnatic to the temple of
iVIecca, they .doubted not of re-

ceiving the moft favourable treat-

ment at Yambo.
Ncverthelefs, after the gentle-

men v/irh the captain had Deen de-

.coved afnore by the mcll plaufible

invitation from the v.zier of the

,town ; and being amufed in their

.ncigOviations for a pilot to cotiduil

• t'he :
fhip to Suez; they were at

length refufed all afnllance by the

vizier, under pretence of waiting

.for an, order, frora the Xeiif.of

G\l STER/ 1780.

Mecca, and in the mean time af

guard was placed over them, and
they were kept in ftridl confine-

ment. In the evening, the vizier

fent to the captain to defire he
would order the Ihip into the har-

bour. They nov^ began to fufpedl

that fome black defign was in agi-

tation, and their firft refolutioa

was to attempt to gain their boat
by force, and return on board*

Biit vvhii)! they weie confulting on
this point, their boat's crew vvas

fent to the fame place of confine-

ment, and the boat. itfelf removed
to fame fecret place—frefh in-

juncbons alfo were fent to the

captain to order the fhip into har-

bour. As they had no doubts but
that this was d.ne with a defign

to get the vefTei into their power,
and thereby prevent the difcovery

of theii villainy: chev refolved, aa

ihe only chance of laving cneir

lives, to fend pofitive orders to

the mate to weigh or flip his an-

chor with the firii favourable.wind;
make tne beft of his wayto judda,

and acguainc the English ll^ips

there with tiieir fituation. This
was accordingly done—a faithflil

Arabian who had been their inier-

preter.^and had attached himfelf

to rhem,.carried the ietrer to the

viziei— his ignorance of our lan-

guage favoured their defign, and
the interpreter paifed it off ^br an
order to come immediately into

harbour. For two days, the wind
being unfavourable, they were in

the nioii dreadful fufpence. At
length they faw the fhip getting

under vv'ay ; but the weather lud-

denly changing, ihe ran amongft

the breakers : the Arabians attack-

ed her from the fhore, and the

people on board were afraid of

defend-
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defending themfelves, as the con-

fequence of killing an Arabian,

would have been the certain death

of the party on (bore. 1 hey foon

after got pofieffion of the (hip, and

took out all the guns and fmail

arms.

During the three days they had

now* been here, many trading

boats having failed in and out of

the harbour, the vizier wa;. de-,

prived of all hope-, of makjng a fe-

cret prize of the veiTel. He here-

fore enterea into a kind of treaty

xvith the prifonerf , anv' after extort-

ing confiderable foms of ni.oney from

them, and detaining them a month,

by which time, the northern mon-

foons fet in, he agreed to fend

them away to Suez in a boat, for

which, they weie to pay the ex-

travagant price of 6^o dollars.

However, they had nothing left

but to fubmit, and the company,

confilting of Mr. Irwin, Major

Alexander, I.ieuienant * * *, at-

tended by four fervants and Ibra-

him, the Arabian interpreter, em-
barked on board their boat. 1 his

boat, which from the price they

paid for her, they named the Im-
pofition, afforded thefe four gen-

tlemen no more accommodation

than a fquare of about five feet

diameter, being formed of their

chcfts, with no defence againft the

mid-day fun or mid night dews.

Their fervants and the boat's crew

fulliciently occupied the relL

At the commencement of this

voyage, the lieutenant before-men-

tioned difcovered by many extra-

vagances, that the treatment they

had received at Yambo had difor-

dercd his intellefts. He had be-

trayed fears for his life from his

tirft entrance into the boat, and
retarded ihcir departure by efcap-

ing afliore, where he went back
to the vizier to communicate hi?

apprehenfions. He was brought,
on board again, where every thing
was done to q,uiet his mind, and
divert Wir ; but with fp little fuc-

ceis, that the Arsbs were in turn-
airrmed at his mad fre.iks, and,
pofitively refufed to proteed on
their voyage, if, he rerxiamed oa.
bo^j/d. In this dilemiria they were
forced to (end the poor man back
to Vambo, with a recon;mendation
to the care of Captain Bacon of
the Ad enture; and had after-

ward the fatisfaclion to hear of his.

recovery.

After a tedious coafting voyage
up the Arabian fhore for a month,
the boatmen, when they arrived

at the gu'ph of Suez, flood over

to the Egyptian ihore under the
advantage of the night, and made
for the port of Cofire, which is

about half- way between Yambo
and Suez. The gentlemen now
found that the boat was originally

bound only for Coiire, and that

the vizier of Yambo, by making
an exorbitant charge fo; a voyage
to Suez, had doubly cheated them ;

befide expofing them to a much
longer and more dangerous journey

by land, than if they had been
conveyed to the port for whic^
they had paid their paiTage.

C<?lire, which (lands in 26 deg.

20 min. north latitude, is defcrib-

ed as the/ fouthernmoll port on
the coall of Egypt, and to have
been of great note, and to be flill

confiderable, for the expo cation

of grain to Arabia, which is

brought in caravans from the

Nile. The town is however in a

miferable fiate of decay, and the

afped of the country round is

dreary; the eye cannot catch a

vetdant
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verdant fpot, and this defert is the

barr-er to the celebrated and fer-

tile land of Upper Egypt.

There was now no remedy, but

to land at the place to which they

were carried ; and to wait the fet-

ting out of a caravan with which

they might travel to the Nile.

The novtlty of their European

dfefs procured them many vifi-

tors ; to lefleu therefore the no-

tice they attracted , they refolved

to alTume the veftments of the

Eafterns ; and as being alfo better

adapted to the nature of the cli-

mate. Their ftay in this place

was at a continual expence of

prefents of one kind or other,

which their new acquaintances

contrived to get from chem by in-

finuations and importunities ; hav-

ing conceived high ideas of their

wealth by their baggage. The de-

lay of the arrival of the expefted

caravan, by the return of which
they were to proceed to the Nile,

proved a good opening to the

Arabian Shaik to profit by their

eagerneis to depart. He ofTered

to procure them as many camels

as they required for them and their

baggage ; for which, however,

they were to pay double price of

camel hire to Ghinnah, on ac-

count of the fcarcity of thofe ani-

mals at that time. To this mea
fure they would have agreed, had

not the price he demanded exceed-

ed trebly what it ought to have

done according to his own calcu-

lation. The news of the approach

of the caravan put an end to the

regociation, but afforded him op-

portunity to begin another for the

Joan of twenty dollars which he

faid he wanted to purchafe coffee ;

this requert, which their know-

ledge of the Arabs taught them to
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confider but as an indireft mode
of begging, their fituation induced
them to comply with ; and the
crafty veteran received them with
many profeffions of gratitude, and
promifes to expedite their jour-
ney.

The next morning was ufhered
in by a vifit from the (haik, at-

tended by the principal Arabs of
the town, whofe errand was to fee

what they could ftrip the travellers

of before their departure, 200 ca-

mels of the caravan having arrived

the preceding evening. When
the gentlemen determined to bring
them to the point of naming the

fum total they were to pay for car-

riage to Ghinnah, they delivered

the following bill :

Dollars.

To the government of Co- )

fire for its proteclion
J

To twelve camels from 7

hence to Ghinnah 3
Two foldiers for a guard

To a prefent to the ihaik 7

for his company j

100

ic

'S

205
It is to be obferved that the ufual

hire of a camel for that journey

was but two dollars; they paid the

money however on the fpot, to the

great fatisfaftion of their vifitors,

placing all their fufferings to the

account of the vizier of Yambo.
The fufpicions of their concealed

wealth would not let the fhaik

part with thefe travellers without

Itill more extortion ; for he came
the next morning and told them
in plain terms, that he mud have

more money. He condefcended

indeed to place this requifition to

the account of the people of the

town and country, who had been

peftering him for prefents from

theni
J
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ihem ; that it was their misfortune

to be confidered by thefe people

as men of vail wealth, whofe

trunks were filled with gold, pre-

cious ftones, and rich merchan-

dize, on which it was their cuftom

to levy a tax. It was in vain to

expoftuiate, the dependants of the

fhaik were yet to receive their

mite ; and he declared in a de-

termined tone, that he could not

pretend to fend them in fafety to

the Nile, until he received orders

from the bey of Cairo, unlefs the

people were fatisfied with a dona-

tion of twenty-five dollars. When
his demand was fatisfied, the clouds

which loured on his countenance
difpelled in a moment, and with

infinite good humour he ordered
the camels at the door to take up
their baggage. After his departure,

it was found that inilead of twelve

camels, as by agreement, he had
only provided ten, and he had
grace enough to avoid another in-

terview, by fending his fon to ac-

company them inflead of attending

himfelf.

Misfortune however ftill purfued
them. The young fhaik found
means in the courfe of their jour-
ney to feparate them from the reft

of the caravan, and after they had
fufFered innumerable fatigues, he
had the impudence to propofe to

leave them at Banute, a town
confiderably (hort of Ghinnah.
This circumftance (fays Mr. Ir-

win) was too barefaced not to

alarm u-, and we determined to

pufh on, through an almolt in-

- fupportable heat. This refolution

was confirmed by Abdul Ruflar,
our Arabian fervant, who was
entitled to credit from his pall

behaviour. Accordingly, at two
o'clock, we mounted our camels.

in fpite of their importunities to

wait until the evenmg, and^ rnoved'

on, in the moft fultry day I had^
ever felt in the Eaft. We foon
rejoined the merchant's camels,'

which had taken fhelter under a
thorn-tree at fome diftance, and-

were ready to attend us. While
united with this body, we did not
fear going aftray ; and purfued our
courfe, under a full fecurity of
being on the road to Ghinnah.
We had no water, but what our
earthen guglets conrained ; and
this was foon expended. It is.

impoffible to defcribe what we^
fnffered from heat and thirft during
this ftage. A mouthful or two of
dirty water, which one of our
guards gave me, made me forget

for the moment his recent info-

lence; and all our former appre-'

henfions were infenfibly fv/allowed

up in the more painful idea of
falling viftims to thirft. Our
tongues actually became parched to

our palates ; and we were obliged

to wet them every now and then,

with fpirituous liquors, to prevent
fufFocation from the clouds of duff

which continual whirlwinds threw
around us. This expedient was
but tranfitory, and ferved indeed
to increafe the rage of thirfl. It

was our common misfortune alfo

to labour under a violent com-
plaint in our bowels; and to the
want of the bad water that occa-

fioned it—a want which we had
lamented in the moft earneft man-
ner—our prefervation was probably
owing. I was fo afHided myfelf
with rhis diforder, that I could

fcarcely fit my camel through ex-

cefs of pain. The wind and dud
had equally afFecled our fight, fo

that we wandered on in agony and
darknefs. There is no doubt that

our
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ouy^ Arsfbi^n . cqmpanicrns partook

in feme meafure ot our fuHtrings;,

but theyivere coo much ^cculloinetj

to the tun, to feel all the ertecls of

hiis fur.yj ^ind vwe had lome realon

to fulpedt, that their Jluck of water

laftedlong after ours had failed us.

To;Crown ihis fcene of dittrefs, we
at length cveitook. the iliaik, who,

we learnt, had been difappointed

in replenilhing Ivis ikins, by the

appearance of vyild Arabs <ibout

the fprings. Thia Jiews founded

like the knell of death ip pur ears;

npt from the neighbourhood of

thefe_ robbers, who were once (o

fonai4^ble to our fear?, but fro in

tl\e-abfcnce of a fluid, on which

we fuppofed our lives to depend.

Faint and fpiritlels, therefore, we

toiled on until eight o'clock at

night, when we halted, without

having encountered any foe in the

way. But far different was this

halting-place from any other we
had come to. Without a draught

of water to moiiten our throats, it

was;imprafticab,le to force down a

morfel of bread ; and the pain and

wearinefs under which our bodies

la^boured, were too extreme to ad-

H>it of a momentary repofe. Over-

\vhelmed with hunger, thirft, and

fatigue, we fat ourfelves upon the

SfFOund, and revolved our melan-

choly fituation in filence. Every

(kin .was alternately ranfacked by

US for water, and not an article

left untried that was likely to pro-

duce the leaft moillure. My com-
panions and 1 had unluckily re-

Courfe to raw onions, which were

among the baggaj^e. But no iooner

had we taft.-d of this potent root,

than we repented of our raflinefs.

Xhe effect was quite contrary to

pur hopes; and our drought was

irritated to the higheii degree.

Tlj^i^s ilage was fix hours, or fifteen

miles.

After five days -ourney thtough
t.hrfe ( e-l^rrs, they at length ar-

rjiy^d at Ghinnah,. on the banks of

trhic- iNiile, where- they again fooiid

thtmfelyes i < much worfe hands
than, at C'olire l'h<. ir landlord

a.d t^he lizier of the city leagued
together, and by fundry artifice3

ai]d farcical pleas of difficulties,

contrivcj to detain them from their

voyage down the river, and to drain

them of their mon^y and every va-

luable aiticle, even to their arms
and .wearing apparel, that they

faw in their poflelhon : thefe ex-

tortions they vveie obliged to fub-

mic to, finding by experience that

among thefe people reiillance ne-

ver produced rtdrefs. Alier hav-

ing been kept prifoners by their

landlord, fubjeCt to a barefaced

couife of depredation, they were

at length happily' refcued from

thefe^ plunderers, by the long-ex-

peded arriv.il of the fhaik Ul .irab,

whofe charadlerand behaviour iVIr,

Irwin thus defcribes:

ilman Aba Ally, the great fhaik

of the r>rabs— for fuch we would
render the iliaik . Ul Arab—is a

fhort fat man, of about five feet

two inches high, and turned, as

we learn, of feventy five. His

eyes are grey, and his co plexion

very fair; but, what at once gives

him a fingular and more youthful

look, his beard, which is very

bufliy, is coloured of a bright yel-

low. This exterior may not f-.em

the moft promifing, and might
create dillalte, if the benevolence

that beams from his counienance,

were not foremo It to fee u re the

heart of the beholder. Neither

can the ftirillnefs of his voice,

which is harfh and diiTonant, de-

ftro/



flroy the beatity of the ftnii'ift'erfts, a proof bf^iiVlfinteHty,' he' bi'dyi-^d

which it is made ufe of tp convey; AUy, the^ brother of Mahbtrt^J

He is liill ai^rve, for a tnan bf his- theiV land'loi'a;Wd a partdli'e/ iVi

fize and age j an<l his fpmts'^ire fo the ipoij, to be brought before

good, that were it not for t'he ra- him. He vhad . been p'revfoufl'y

vage that time has made, ^mofig' taken into culldc^j-, and wHs Vifta

his teeth, 'h'e might pafs for a- ing wit1Va\i't^ -.tO"" br exanifnc'd^

younger ifJJih by twenty years at V/ith this felTow came Sauker,dff8

Jeaft. Except the viziers of Yam- of the rogues' \v)iO' had aliifted' tq

bo and Ghinnah, whom we"" had plunder '«^, '^nd' who of his ovvil

found to be; viUairis by fad expe- accord plqSticed the things whidhi

rierce, we hkd hitherto dealt with' had fallfen ^to his fhare, in the

the drofs' dif the nation, it vvas divifion of the fpofls. He laid

re'ferved for this moment, for us to them at the'lhaik's htt'y and witi

meet with tllepoHle gentlenicih and' the greateft effrontery dedkfedi
the honeil iban'j comprized in the that he h'ad taken them, only to

perfon whfel-ethevbuCThttObefoiin'dV fecure them from the thievfe'i'bf

in the reprefenrd'tive of his people, the h'oUfe^: ana'thaf lis truth migilt

We had'quickly caufe tb'£rn|H',' be deduced from liis care of oti^

that we had not. given the fhaiUwo' property. X^tfuj^h his ofteivce WdS
much credit for his inregrity.' 'Hi's palpable, this i\ep' h^& .fiJffi'ciietiCii

irfipatience to acquit hi mfelf, Ip piir lirfeh him fb^nt punifn'meflt iw'a

opinion, of any cbnuivahc'e af the country, where, retrib.irt16'n is illl

, . .... .,
by

,

nefs during our repaft. ' But" np the' iU-advifea!Allyd'id'not cTca^if

fooner was it ended, than he fhifred ^ this mani^.er. He Soldjy dfenieil

the converfation,ijnd came direftly having robbed 'us' of nioney 'i?!'

to the point whiclji we were ib'tnuch valuables, and
,
^Vas loudly ex»

concerned in. ' He larheritcd the tiai'ming at th'e injuuice of the
treatment which we "Had "uhi^er- accufacion, when thf fnaik raifei

gone, and whith^cdufd -ohly'Fi'ave his voice, and a dbzeri Abyl|iniaa
happened in his abfence ; and h'e flavesfuddenlV. feized on'the-cul-
Vehemently reprobated fh'e "be-! prit, and KciG-iect him out of t^e
haviour of his offiip'ers, 'vvhi^li'lie r66m'. "-'W^' \^(^fe in pain for 'tTie

\^as deter'rtiined t6 Jbu'i?i1h in the fellow, artd we're Ir'cdltating on tjic

molt exemplary manh'cr. After a tonlequences df*his arrell,^when hfe

/cwleadingqueilions, which tended Was brOualit"'"i'nto Pur prefencl
fo confirm the"ire^o'rt-that had beeiv again, 'boUn<? hand and foot, \vltfil

made to him tOuchingcur ftory, a chain about ^is neck, 5y whit'i
he proleflcd, that his return to he was held. He was on the point
Ghinnali had been haftened on our of receivin<T the badinado on his

account, That he had come pur- kfie.-;, when he confciled the
^ofely to dp us flrifl juftice on our charge^ and jprcmifed to return all

perfecotors, and to difpatch lis thac he had taken from us. The
under' a fife 'Cbndu£l.^p Cairo. As "Ihaik \Vas "^inclined to infli£k the

punilh-
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puniihment on him; bat by. the

iateipolicion o^ thofe about him,

in yt'hich we joiaed, he remitted it

for the prefentj and direded Ally

to be led ' home. , that .
he might

produce the goods. Our triumph
was complete. One of cur ancient

enemies had atoned for his cri^ne,

in a manner that outwent the pofl

fanguine idea of re'vertke. The
other was humbled ait, our feet.

He furvived indeed :, but it was
cnly to abafe himfeu before u,,

and to depend upon our modera-
tion for his fecnrity! "\,' ''

In about half an hour Ally re-

turned, and produced "a few of the

Jeaft valuable articles. Heearnellly

recjuefted until the inbrnirg to de-

liver up the reft, and to repay us

the money that he had cheated us

out of. This was granted him at

our defire, and the prifoner com-
3nitted to his own houfe, under the

tufiody of a Urong guard.

We breakfafted betimes, and
iat feven o'clock went to the (haik's

houfe. Thfe court were already

aflembled in an open fpot before

the houfe, which was (haded by an

high wall from the morning fun.

Here we found the fhaik enconi-

paffed by his great men, with a

number of fcldiers and attendants

at fome diftance in their front.

Carpets were fpread in the inter-

mediate fpace for our reception.

Here we feated ourfelves, after

making our obeifance to the fhaik,

and waited in filence the iffue of

the trial. Next to the Ihalk's right

hand was placed his nephew, and,

as we underiland, his declared fuc-

ceflbr in the government.
juft br-fore we came in, the

culprit Ally had undergon" a fevere

baftinado, on again proving re-

fractory ; and. the hakeem was fenf

to feaith his houfe' for the ilolea

good.;. This occafiQned a paufe
in the proceedings, which were
inteirup'ced by the fudden appear-
ance, .of, the viziei;, who, to our
great aftonifft^r ent, .took a feat

which ,was vacant- next to the
fhaik's nephew. T.his confidence;
was unexp £ied, and filled ui with*

unfavourable prognotiics of the.

event pf our iuit. ^ijt our doubts
were of fhort continuance. He
had entered unregarded by his

irafler, and was talking with,

great eafe to thofe about him,
when the fiiaik turned about, and
in a fplemn tone aiked him for the

(hauls and things, which he had
received from the Englifh gen-
tlemen. The whole frame of this

gay courtier was evidently difcom-

pofed by this quefcion. He had
probably laid his account with our
fuppreffing the part he had takea

againft us, after the high hand
with which he had once flopped

the accufation of Abdul Rultar,

and was unprepared widi an evafion.

His countenance inftancly was dif-.

robed of its pleafantry; his limbs

trembled, and his tongue fauitered

in framing a reply, the fubftance

of which was, that he was ai;

flranger to the matter with which'

he was charged. We were afhamed
of the meannefs of a man of his

rank, but the wrath of the (haik

was wound up to the higheft pitch,

at the hearing of this falfehood.

He was confirmed of the guilt fron\

the fymptoms which the offender

difplayed ; and without calling any
frefh evidence to corroborate it, he

proceeded to decide. But he could

hardly find utterance for his or-

ders, which were to arreft and
ilog
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fiog the vizier immediately. A
number of flaves ftarted from the

Croud, to execute his orders.

The afloniflied miniller could

not believe his ears, and would
fail! have perfuaded himfelf that

the affair was a jeft. He was

prefently convinced of his millake.

The officers of judice laid vio-

lent hands upon his perfon, tum-
bled him from his proud feat, and
in a rude manner hurried him
away, in fpite of his outcries and
fruiilefs refiftance. This behaviour

ferved only to exafperate the fhaik.

His eyes flafli'-d with the honeft

indignation which lighted his bo-

fom ; his ftrength could fcarcely

fupport the agitations of mind ;

and after fome effort, he railed

himfelf from his carpet, and re-

peated his command- in a voice,

that Itruck terror into the breflfts of
all prefent. He was immediately

furrounded by a croud of his cour-

tiers, who kifTed his hands, em-
braced his knees, and interceded

with him for the pardon of the

vizier. Thefe nobles took no (hare

in the paihons of their monarch,
and were only attentive to excul-

pate one of their body, though a^

the expen^.e of honour and jultice.

i mull own that I was concerned

at the fearful htuation of a man,
who had never been~ guilty of any
attual violence towards us, and
wliofe greatefl: trefpafs was the re-

ceipt of prelents, on his alTurances

of proredion, when he permitted
our being plundered by our in-

hofpitable holl and his adherents.

Thele, however, were crimes of
the deopeft dve, in the eyes of the

good old ihaik. When we direiHed

Ibrahim to plead for the inofff nfive

condud of the viaicr towards us.

Vol. XXIU.

he would not hear of any apology
for a villain, who had fo little the

honour of his country at heart, as

to injure its charadler by winking
at the mal-trentment of llrangers.

He could the lefs overlook it in a
fervant of his own, and added,
that it was at our inllance only, he
would remit the punifhment due to

his enormity. The mortification

neverthelefs was rcferved for the

vizier, that he fhould be brought
before us, difarrayed of his gay
apparel, his hands bound behind
him, and a chain faftened about
his neck. In this miferable plight,

he was told of the obligation he
was under to our generous appli-

cation ; and led home by a guard,
to produce his ill-gotten acqui-

fition, as his only hope of fafety.

We obferved a general murmur
among the grandees, at the com-
pliment which was paid us on this

cccafion. The difgrace of one of
their body excited no friendly fen-

timents towards us; and not a few
menacing looks were thrown upon
us from the circle. On the other

hand, the fhaik harangued them
in a fenfible and pathetic fpeech,

on the honour of their nation.

He ca(t the moft juft and {cvere

reproaches on the charadcr of the

abfent minifter, and warned them
in future, againil fuGh inhuman
praftices towards Chriflians and
ftrangers. He then turned to us

with the kindeft afpefc, and re-

affured us of his protedion. fie

attributed the commiflion of the

offence to the ncglcd of the ha-

keem of Ghinnah, who had (lum-

bered like an unwnry centinel on
his duty. For this he had been
difcharged from his office, and a

flave of his own been fcnt to take

E care
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care of us until his arrival. All

shat was now wanting to complete

our fatisfadlion, was the recovery

cf our lofies, which he would fee

eiteded ; and our journey to Cairo,

which he Ivvore fliould be accom-
plifhed withouc any injury being

oiFered to an hair of our heads.

Our ignorance of the Arabian

language obliged us to have re-

courfc to our interpreter, for an

ackno'.vledgment of thefe favours.

But, at the fame time, it faved us

the confufion of appearing at a lofs

for a fuitabis reply. We fliekered

ourfelves under this fortunate cir-

cumftance, which, in a great xnea-

furc, left our patron to conceive a

gratitude, which words would have

but poorly expreiled.

A mefienger now arrived with

two fhauls and my ch reefe, from

the vizier. The other fliaul, he

faid, he had parted with ; and the

piilols he had given to Ally. Once
more, therefore^ was the wretched

Ally produced before the court;

and on denying the receipt of them,

the balti: -do v/as again inHicted

on kim. Beftdes ihe articles which

had been reftored, there were itill

a filver urn, a pair of gold knee-

buckles, and a quantity of valuable

linen to be accounted for. Not
to fpeak of the money which they

obtained from us, under various

pretences. But thefe were faid to

have fallen to Mahomet's Ihare in

thedivifion; and his robbery and
death were made a pica of by the

family, to fatisfy us for our lofs.

The (liaik wogld not hear of this

apology, which he termed falfe

and evafive. And fooner than we
fl.ould fufFer by that family, he

declared, that he wojid firil order

their fubftance to be difpofed of.

and if that would not repay us for

our loflcs. Ally and the reft of

them fhould be fold as flaves, to

make up the fum. It was now
time for us to interfere. The
matter was exceeding the bounds

to which we meant to pufh it ;

and policy, as well as humanity,

prompted us to drop it. Our
principal aim was to get from

Ghinnah, under a proper pio-

teftion. Our perfecutors had be?n

chaftifed, and it was preferable for

us to put up v/ith fome inconve-

nience, rather than run the rifle of

being detained here, in the pur-

fuit of full redrefs. On this ac-

count we Ijftened to the mediation

of the hakeem, and fome of the

courtiers, who befeeched us to

withdraw our claim to all but

eighty doll:\rs of the remaining

debt, which /.lly might raife from

the camels he pofTeiTed. Our ac-

quiefcence in this propofal gained

us credit with all prefent, and drew

a particular compliment from the

worthy fhaik ; who protefted, that

he could not but admire our gene-

rofity, though ii was excrcifed at

the expence of their national cha-

racter. The reader, perhaps, may
agree with us, that we ought not

to have fubfcribed to this infi-

nuation, as fuch a man as was then

before us, was enough to redeem

his nation from obloquy.

The court now broke up, and

we were difmifled, not a little

pleafed with this mode of admi-

nifterirg jullice. 'J he punifhment

iniiidcd upon robbers in other

countries, fupprefTes the growth of

them in the general opinion. But
when we leHedl on the frequent

robberies that are committed in our

own, it feems doubtful, whether

(he
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tlie feverlty of the fentenceanfwers

the expeifled end. As a fmall

token of our refpedl, on our return

home, we made up fuch a p-efetit

as we judged would be moft ac-

ceptable to a man of his turn of

mind, and fent it to the (haik by

Ibrahim. It confilled of a couple

of fine (hauls, an Indian carpet,

and a palampore, and an handfome
fabre and cafe of piftols. The
fabre and piftols, though articles

of the greateft value, he returned,

and fent us many :han!cs for our

remembrance of him in the rert,

which he faid he would keep for

our fake. He alfo told Ibrahim,
that he had direfl;d a merchant to

furniih us with camels for our
journey, as the river was too pe-

rilous for us to venture on."

The reader will undoubtedly be

forry to hear of the death of this

good old man. Egypt was then

in a ftate of convuliion, and in

one of their revolutions his head
was taken off. But fuch events

are matters of courfe in Africa and
Afia.

The good old fliaik above-
mentioned, and who from cir-

cumllances is fuppofcd to be the

fame fo favourably fpoken of by
Dr. Pococke, in his i'ravels, de-

livered Mr. Irwin and his fellow-

fufferers to the care of Hadgee
Uctalah, the mafter of his camels

;

with a charge to convey them and
their baggage fafcly to Cairo

:

adding, that, fhould the leall

complaint be made againfl his

condudl, he fhould anfwer it wiih
his head ; and he wa"? ordered not
to return without a letter under
ih ir hands and Teals, to advife

t'lie fnaik of their falety. To fecure

his fidelity bevond the reach of

temptation, the ihiik alfo direfled,

that the familv of Hadgee Uttalah.

fhould be placed under a guard, as
the furefl: hoftage for his integrity.

On September 4, at 11 o'clock
at night, as the moll private hour,
the Englilh travellers left Ghinnah,
where, notwithftanding the redrefs

they had received, they found their

baggage reduced to one half of the
bulk they brought into the town.
Their journey lay through the de-
fert of Thebais, with eighteen

camels for the accommodation of
them, their baggage, attendants,

and guard. On the third day of
their journey in this deferr, thejr

met with an adventure fufficicntly

alarming, which we Hiall give in

the author's own words, firit pre-

minr.g that they had halted to

dine.

" At half paft three o'clock we
were mounted again, and going
through the fame valley, in about
an hour, reached the bottom of
another iteep mountain. We were
obliged to lead o»r camels up, and
in about half an hour gained the

fummit, where we found a plain

near two miles in length, over
which we rode. At fix o'clock,

we came to the extrei-iity of the

mountain, when our advanced
guard alarmed us with the news of
a party of camels being in the
vale. As it was a fufpicious place

to encounter anyof our own fpecies,

we all took to our arms and af-

fembled on the defcent, which was
fo craggy, and fo perpendicul.-'r,

that, fmall as our numbers were,
we were enabled by our fituation

to have coped with a multitude of

enemies. The Itrangers had ob-
fervcd our motions, and drew up
in a body below to wait the rcfult.

E i W$
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We counted no lefs than thirty

camels, and deduced therefrom,

that we (hould have two to one

againrt u?, in cafe of hoftilities.

I'o gain intelligence, however, of

the difpofition of the llrangers,

Jiadgee Uttalah himfelf defcended

into the valley. He ventured him-

felf unarmed, as a token of peace;

and we were not a little impatient

to behold the interview which was

about to take place. We were

deeply interefted in its event; and,

circumftanced as we were, it is not

furprifing that we (hould doubt of

its fuccefs. But we were happily

deceived in our ideas. No fooner

had Hadgee Uttalah approached

the new party, than he was recog-

nized by one among them, who
ran with open arms to receive him.

He was prefently encompafled by

the reft ; and we could difcern that

he was ferved with coffee and

bread. This ftaggcred us in our

opinion of thefe people's profeffion ;

and we began to conceive that they

might be travellers like ourfelves,

who, in thefe critical times, had

explored the dcfert, in preference

to the river. And v/e were now
confirmed in this conceit by the

figns which Hadgee made to us to

defcend. Thefe figns were inter-

preted to us by our Arabs, who
told us there was nothing to fear.

We obeyed, therefore, and went

down the hill in as good order as

the path would admit of. We
were met at the foot of it by Had-
gee, who conveyed us and our bag-

gage to a fpot at fome diilance

from the ftrangers, and then re-

turned to them. Many were the

embraces and congratulations that

were exchanged between the Arabs

on both fides. The firft thing we

learned was, that water is to be
procured in this valley, which has

induced our gentry to halt here and
replenifli our fkins. We arrived

here at half paft fix o'clock, fo that

our laft ffage was three hours, or

fevcn miles.

While Hadgee Uttalah was en-

gaged in an earneft converfation

with the leader of the other party,

Ibrahim and Abdul RufTar came
to us with looks of furprize, and
informed us, that they had dif-

covered the Itrangers to be what we
at firil apprehended— a band of
robbers. "J hat they had overheard

one of them boaft, that this band
took the forty camels near Cofire

during our ftay in that town—an
anecdote which I before mentioned
— and that, on the banks of the

Nile, they had plundered a caravan

but a few days ago, with the fpoils

of which they were now returning

to their own country! It may be

imagined that we were not a little

flartled at this intelligence. The
novelty of the circumltance did not

diminifh its unpleafantnefs ; and
our fituation v/as as alarming as

uncommon : but our minds were
prefently relieved by the afTurances

of Hadgee Uttalah, who now
joined us. He made no fcruple

ro acquaint us with the pro-

feffion of the robbers; but added,

that they had as much regard

for their word as other people.

They happily knew him, which
was indeed the laving of an
eifufion of blood. For, on the

fcore of friendfhip, they had
pledged their v^'ord to him, that

they would not meditate the leaf^

wrong againit us. We might, truft

them implicity, for the wild Arabs

had never been known to break

their
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tlieir faith on fuch occafions. After

this preludr, we were the lefs fur-

prized at a propofition which they

had made him, to accompany us

to Cairo. Hadgee himfelf recom-

mended us to accept of it. Our
intereft, he faid, was every way
concerned in it. I hey would
ferve us both as guides and pro-

tectors, in chi^ unfrequented walle;

and where they once adopted a

caufe, it was their charafter to

promote it at the expence of their

blood. Had we diilru ed this pa-

negyric, ic was not for us to diiTent

againft the opinion of our con-

ductor, who wai adualiy the mailer

ot our perions and effefts. The
pledges he has left at Ghfnnah
will prevent his rilking his charge
wantonly, and on this we rely at

this jundure. We have fallen

into precious company ! And it

behoves us to be on our guard
as much as polTible. Never did

heroes in romance plunge into

greater perplexities ; and were not
this narrative well attefced, it

might feem here to breathe the air

of fiftlon. But the good genius
which prefided over every adven-
ture we have atchieved, will, we
trult, condudl us fafely through the

prefent.

At feven o'clock the camels
belonging to the robbers went on
for water, and left their captain

and a guard only with their bag-
gage. This was a proof of con-
ridence ; but we betook ourfelves

to bed, with our arms by us as

ufual, and got a;, much fleep as

the cold would admit of. I was
fo unfortunate as to be ftripped of
my night-cloak at Ghinnah, and
have no defence but a chintz co-

verlid againlt the iharpnefs of the

wind, which is due north, and as

cutting as I ever felt it out of
Europe.

i- he captain of the gang (fays

Mr. Irwin) was introduced to u$

by Hadgee Uttalah at breakfall,

and took a cup of coffee with us.

He is a bold, laughing villain, of
a middle fize, but large limbed;
and would be well featured, were

not his mouth diifigured by a deep
fear, which contrafts hi=; upper lip,

and betrays the lols of feveral of
his fore teeth ; the effeds we fup-

pofe of one of his rencounters

!

There is a freedom in his be-

haviour, which gains him our
confidence. Far from being

afhamed of his way of life, he

talks of his late exploits, and
produced two pair of Morocco Hip-

pers, a Turkilh veil, and other ar-

ticles of drefs, for fale. Thefe we
readily purchafed, to conciliate his

good opinion ; and neceffity mull

excufe our receiving llolen goods,

knowing them to be ftolen. Abdul
Ruflar bought an Alcoran, and
other religious books, the plunder

perhaps of fome poor pried ; and
Ibrahim a French horfe -piftol,

which will be of more Ihevv than

ufe to him. Thefe things we
have procured for at leall a third

of their value ; and Hadgee Ut-
talah has fatiified the robber, for

which we are to account with the

former at Cairo. We had been

careful to inilil into our own
people the belief of our being

delHtute of money ; or God knows
what mifchief the difcovery of

our real treafures might produce

againft us.

In truth, the confcience of this

robber is no lefs wonderful than

his manners. He is eafy of ac-.

E 3
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cefs, and yet carries a proper com-
mand over his party ; and by his

own example teaches them to be

civil, and even ob iging to us.

Ws would willingly make him a

fuitable acknowledgment for this

behaviour, but do not think it iafe

to produce money, or to depart in

the leall from our profeflions of po •

vcrty. It was with the greateft

pleafure imaginable, that I could

oblige him in a trifling point : with

a couple of razors, which he faw in

my fervant's hands, and exprefled

a defire for."

After a fortnight's travelling

through th.s dreary wafte, under

the guidance and protedlion of a

bard of Arabian robbers, a little

before their arrival a; the banks of

the Nile, the robbers left them ab-

ruptly, taking a French leave; and

Kade'ee Uttalah infinuated that

the captain took this method of

fliewing his difinterefledncfs, and

to fave the travellers the pain of

difmiffing him without a prefent.

Indeed, as Mr. Irwin obfervcs, the

whole behaviour of thefe robbers

was fo extraordinary, and the ad-

venture of fo novel a caft, that the

reader would hardly excufe his

parting with them, without parti-

cular notice.

Mr. Irwin's arrival at Grand
Cairo put an end to the troubles

and anxiety of him and his com-
panions, as they then ca.me to a

commercial port, where the tran-

fa£tions of mankind, even of Eaf-

terns, were condudled upon more
liberal principles than in the in-

terior parts of thz country.

Narrative of the Sufferings ofMr,
de St. G rmain, and his Compa-
nions, in the Deferts of Egypt.

de St. Germain, and his

, brother M. de Chilly,

were, the one commandant at

Daka, and the other at Caflimba-

zar, two very important faftorics

at Bengal, when they were taker;

prifoners of war by the Englifh.

Having obtained leave on their pa-

role of honour to return to France,

and finding no Ihip to bring them
to Europe when they doubled the

Cape of Good Hope, they fet out

in a Danifh veflel for Suez in the

Red-fea, in hop's of croffing over,

with eafe, the liihmus that fepa-

rates that fea from the Mediterra-

nean, and then embarking at

Alexandria for Marfeilles. After

a perilous navigation they arrive4

at Suez the 24th of May 1779,
wijh feveral French and Engiifti

that were pafl'engers in the fame
fhip. They were no fooner land-

ed, than the Danish captain wrote

to the French merchants at Cairo,

to procure a caravan, that is, the

camels nectffary to carry the mer-
chandize of the veffei, which was
eftimated at feveral millions.

Egypt is governed, or rather op-

prefled, by 16 Beys or Lords,

i'he Forte preferves there nothing

but a feadow of authority, that

refides in the hands of a Balhaw,

whom the Beys keep, as a kind

of prifoner, in the caftle of Cairo.

In the abfence of Murat Bey, the

moit powerful of thefe |6 tyrants,

who was gone to fight H.iileni

Bey, one of his brethren, appli-

cation was made to Ibrahim Bey }

he promifed the molt flriking pro-

tedion^ and even offered his own
peopk
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people and camels to carry the

goods. This propofal was accept-

ed without hefuation : but unhap-

pily the wealth of the caravan,

which his avidity prompted him
llill to exaggerate, made him wi(h

to carry it off; and he concerted

for that purpofe with the Arabs of

Tort (famous for their ferocity and
plundering) the blackell and moft

cowardly of all perhdies. The
camels filed off from Suez the i 5th

of June. The travellers fetout at

fix o'clock in the evening ; the

night pafTed without accident; but

at break of day, in the middle of
a defile, formed by two chains of
hills, the caravan was befet by
about 1200 Arabs : they firll made
three difcharges of their mufquetry,
and then fell fabre in hand on the

ten Europeans that compofed the

caravan, who being difperfed were
hacked, taken, and ftripped even
of their fhirts, and driven naked
into the defert. On the other

hand, the real conductors of the

camels, on the firft (hot being fired,

which was undoubtedly the fignal

agreed on, turned the camels a>

bout, and drove them into the town
of I'ort, bclontying to the Arabs,
after having p:iiTcd four days under
the walls of Suez.

The Europeans, maimed, flrip-

ped, and lliil purfued by the ban-
iditii, divided themfelvei by chance
into two parties. One took the

road to Suez, which was but
eight leagues off, and the other,

confilting of the perfons who had
marched foremo;., and could not
make their way through the body
of the Arabs, to gain Suez, ran to-

yvards Cairo, which was twenty- two
leagues off; but, in order tocfi-ape

the ferocity of the Arabs, were

obliged to take by-roads, which
increafed prodigioufly the diftance.

Unfortunately MefTrs. de St. Ger-
main, and de Chilly, were in that

troop; it confitled, with them, of
a black, who belonged to them ;

of MeflVs. Harrington and Jen-
kins, Englifhmen ; of Mr, Ven-
delvvelden. Captain of the Danifh
fhip ; of an Armenian, named
Paul, who was interpret^-'r to the

fhip ; and two Mendicant Arabs

:

in all nine perfons.

It is impofiible to defcribe the

dreadful torments and mortal an-

guifh that overpowered eight of
thefe unhappy fugitives, and which
M. de St. Germain could not have
efcaped without a miracle.

There is not a more burning
Climate on the face of the globe,

than the deferts of Egypt : the

wind that blows there is a confum.
ing fire ; there no rain ever falls :

there is not a drop of water to bs
got, nor doe= a fhrub grow within

a fpace of thirty leagues ; and the

fand, almoft turned red by the

fcorching heat of the fun, is com-
pofed of little angular pebbles that

tear the fkin, andenter it like glafs

:

by a llrange conirinl, the nights,

in that frightful climate, are al-

molt as cold as the days are hot ;

and when a man efcapes the fuf-

focating vapours of the day, it is

almoit impoffible to withftand,

without cloathing, the freezing air

of the night.

It was in this murdering defert,

that M. de St. Germain, with his

unfortunate companions, had to

Jtruggle againll ail the horrors of
death during three davs and four

nights, without eating or drinlc-

ing, parched with a confuming
ihirll, fcorched by the fun, ex-

E I pgfcd
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pofed naked, ftark- naked, to

clouds of infeds and flies, the tor-

ment of which is more cruel than

can be imagined ; falling down
twenty times in an hour with fa-

tigue, and rifing again by the ex-

cefsof pain occalioned by the peb-

bles tearing every part of their

body; walking oftentimes on

their hands, and at laft covered

with an univerfal ulcer. But the

greate'l of his miifortune?, the

anoll cruel of all his torments,

vhich made him twenty times

over to wifh for the death he was

itruggUng again rt, was to have

beheld the fucceflive exit of all

his companions. Mr. Harrington

was the firft viftim that fell ;

Ivleflrs. Jenkins and Vendelwelden
followed next ; the black, the Ar-

menian interpreter, and one of the

Mendicant Arabs, although robuft

and inured to the rigour of the

climate, periilied like the rell.

But the molt terrible of all fights

for M. de St. Germain, that

which a feeling heart canrot figure

to itfelf without being feizcd with

horror, was to fee his brother over-

whelmed with fatigue, heat and

-thirll, with twenty-two wounds of

a fabre, conjuring him to abrndon

him, and provide for his own fafe-

ty ; and to be reduced to the al-

ternative of feeing him perifli be-

fore his eyes, or leave him in the

defert, in order to employ the

poor remains of firength he had

left, to procure him feme afiill-

ance. He chofe the latter. J he

excefs of their fufferings made
ih-.m hope they were drawing near

the end of their miierifs. His

flrength redoubled at the fight of

his brother's danger, but ail his

care proved fruiciefs. Tbey were

flill at too great a diftance from

Cairo ; and the Bey s people,

whom he had engaged to run to

the defert in quell of his unfortu-

nate brother, and the black that

accompanied him, could not dif-

cover either of them ; they found
only the bodies of the other Euro-
peans ; and M. de Chilly either

fell a viftim to the many torments

he endured, or he was dragged avv-ay

into flavery, if he has been fo for-

tunate as to have his life faved by
any of the Arabs.

* M. de St. Germain, having
thus feen all his companions fall,

reduced to fkin and bone, having
drank his urine, his lips and
tongue dried to his mouth, his

fight dim, his hearing gone, no
longer able to fpeak, and feized

at frequent intervals with a violent

f. ver and the delirium of death,

having had feveral fits of a kind

of apoplexy and lethargy, at laft

arr ved, by a fpecies ot miracle,

naked, alone, and in a dying
condition, at the country-houle of
the Bey. The afliitance he re-

ceived there ftopt the progrefs of

the diforder : afterwards he was
carried to Cairo, to the quarter

of the Franks, where he owed
his life to the fkill of M. Grafle,

a French pliyfician, and to the

praife-worthy care of I\;efi'rs. Ma-
gallon and Olive, merchants of
Marfeilles, who took him into their

houfe.
* The French were not the only

perfons that gave him tokens of
the part they took in his misfor-

tunes. Several Englilhmen that

failed with him from Bengal to

Suez, particularly Mr. Rofs, who
commanded the £nglifh factory at

Daka, whilfl himfelf was at the

head
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head of the French faftory, gave

him the moA feeling proofs of

their fenfibility. It was with the

greateil difficulty that he declined

accepting the offers of every kind

that were made him, chufmg ra-

ther to give the preference to the

French merchants at Cairo
* IVI. de St. Germain, being

happily recovered, tried every

means, but in vain, to obtain re-

flitution of about 300,000 livres

in effefts and merchandize thut be-

longed to him in the caravan ;

but in abandoning hi^ fortune he

mult comfort himfelf with the

thoughts, that he had the happi-

Tied to efcape, all at once, every

poifible kind of death, hunger,

thirft, fuffocating heat by day,

mortal cold by night, excelfiv fa-

tigue, the dertruCtive fting of the

infefls, the fire and fwor.i of the

Arabs, the grief of feeing his com-
panions perifh, and his inability

to fuccour his brother ; and, final-

ly, a long and dangerous illnefs,

the confe.juences of fuch horrors

and miferies

!

* 1 he hiilory of this dreadful

event, worthy in every refpedl to

be laid before the public, in ex-

hibiting a pidure of the greateil

dangers that any traveller ever

encountered, proves that, in at-

tempting the palTages of the Iflh-

mus of Suez, one muft be aware,

bo h of the ferocity of the Arabs,
and the perfidy of the Beys that

tyrannize over Egypt.'

Of the Religion of the Kalmucsaw^/
JMongouis From the Account of
the Nations of the Ruffian Em-
pire.

FORMERLY both the Kal-
mucs and Mongouls profef-

fed the religion of the Schamans.
I his ihey afterwards changed for

that of 1 ibet and Tungut, or ths

religion of Dalai Lama
In the interior regions of the

eaft, three religions prevail ; which
muft be carefully diftinguiOied from

each other. Thefe are the Scha-

mane, the Crahmine, and the re-

ligion of Lama. That of the

Schamans is the oldell religion ia

India of which we have any ac-

count It is men'ivned by Stra-

bo, Clemens Alexandrinus, and

Porphyry. The firll of whom
calls them Germamans, the fecond

Sarmanians, and the third Sama~

nians. Its followers cultivated phi-

lofophy ; and the Brahmans them-

felves confefs that they are in-

dented to them f r their fcience ;

and they read the writings of

thefe Schaman- juil as we read

the Greek and Latin authors.

Yet the Brahmans perfecuied

tneir preceptors, and ftopped not

till they had forced them to fly.

Infomuch that for fix hundred

years pall we no longer find any

traces of them on the other fide

of the river Ganges*.
All the religions that continue

to prevail on the other fide of the

Ganges, feem derived from the

Schamane. Even the religion of

Lama is nothing more than a re-

formed Schamanifm. The old

* H'fioire du Chfiftlanlfiiie dcs Indes p.\r M. de la Croze, Uv. xvii.

Schamans
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Schamans had nothing certainly

Hxed as to the origin of their

gods, or the time, quality, or

per/bns of the fuccefhon. Among
the Lamaites one god fucceeds to

another, in an uninterrupted fe-

j-ies, in the perion of their Lama.
The religion of the ancient

MongO'ls fprang likewife from
that of the Schamans. But thefe

barbarians being deititute of all

writing, this religion could only

be propagated by oral tradition.

As for the Barats, Jakutes, and
the heathen Tartars, their reli-

gion refembles that of the an-

cient Mongouls; but it is with-

out any coherence, and (o muti-

lated, that it would be very dif-

f cult to colle.R: from its fragments

any fortof fyftem of the old Scha-
mans.
We are able to trace the name

of the god of the ancient Scha-
mans, indeed, in the denomina-
tion of the chief goddefs of the

'iiamefe and Peguans, which is

Sommona Kodom*,
1 he Mongouls call this god

Schigimu^ii, and the Kalmucs Scha-

kamuni, or Schak-Schimona, which
lalt denomination muft be our

j^uide in obtaining cur knowledge
of this drity, who can be no

other than the well-known Scha'a

or Schekia, who was born 1017
years before the time of our blef-

fed Saviour, and was called after

his apotheofis Fo. Fere Gaubil,

in his HiHoire des Mongoux, con-

fefTt^s that he cannot dii'cover

whence the name Fo takes it ori-

gin. It is true nothing certain

can be adduced about it. 'But it

feems highly probable, that Fo
is the Bod or Budda of St. Je-
rome ; for neither the Tibetans,

nor Mongouls, nor Kalmucs, have

an F in their language. Mr.
D'Anoille oblerves that Bod feems

generally to fignify goddefs;

and Bodtan, or Boutan, a name
given to the k ngdom of Tibet,

fignifies Cod's-Iand.

Of this name Budda, a great

many traces are ftill to be found
in the countries of the Mongouls
and of India. This god Sommona
Kodoni is likewife called Fouti-

Sat, i. e. The lord Pouti. The
Tjurats call their priefis Bo. Wed-
nefday is termed in all the lan-

guages of India Budda. In the

Samfkret, or holy language of the

Brahmans, that day is named.

Budda-^arajn : in thnt of Ceylon,

Budda-dina : in that of Siam, Van-
pout : anxl in the M;:Iabarian lan-

guage, Buden-kirumei.

All theie names are the appel-

latives of one and the fame god,

1"he inhabitants of the kingdom
of Leao have an academy, to

which the priells of Siam reforc

for the acquifuion of their know-
ledge Thefe call their principal

god indifferently either Budda,

Sommotia Kodcm, or Schaka. il't

Tibet, this divinity has itill an-

other name. La. ferhaps the

name of Lama, as alio that of

the kingdom Leao itfelf, are de-

rived from this denomination of

the deity.

The fignification of the word
Schaman is differently explained

by three learned men. Our coun-

tryman, Mr. Thomas Hyde, in-

* The Tartars cf.lled god Kutai, Chutai, or Gudai ; the Pei fians Khoda.
Sommona Kodom fignifies therefore probably the god of the Schamans.

terprets
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terprcts it ajighing or fobbing man.

Kaempfer * explains it by a man
^without pajjions, M. de la Lou-

bere, an ingenious and very learn-

ed man, who travelled to Siam,

tells us, that it fignifies in the

Balian, or holy lanp,uage of the

Siamefe, a mutt living in the

ivcods ; a hermit.

The lalt of thefe interpretations

niay very well be reconciled with

what Clemens Alexandrinus re-

lates of his Sarmanes. ** They
" are hermits," he fays, " and
*' live neither in towns nor
•' houfes : they co\*er their body
" with the bark of trees, and eat
*< nothing but wild fruits. Their
*' drink is only water, which
*' they fcoop from the brook in

** the hollow of their hands, &c."
In the fame manner M. de la

Loubere very ingenioufly explains

the word Schaka. He derives it

from the Siamefe word Tf^hau ka,

my lord, the ufual title of the Ta-
lapoins or priefts of Siam. Scha-

man and Talapoin mean the

fame, the former in the Balian,

and the other in the common lan-

guage of the Siamefe.

Of the Religion o/" Tibet ; or, of
the Dalai Lama. From the fame,

WE have likewife only ob-
fcuie and confufed ac-

counts of the religion of thefe

people ; and the miiuonaries re-

late numberlefs abfurdities, both
as to its origin and its dogmas.
The monk Rubruquis feems to

have had fome knowledge of
thenif. But, fpeaking likewife

of the Neftorian Chriilians (who
have even a bifhop refident in the

Kittaian town SeginJ), and of
another fort of idolaters when he
calls the Tuinians||, he confounds
the three together. Carpini§, an-
other monk, who travelled before

Rubruquis to the great herd of
the Tartars, reprcfents the IJi-

gures as Chrifiians of the Nefto-

rian fed. The Jefuit Gaubil
afTerts the fame thing-)-.

All thefe writers unanimoufly
affert, that ChrilHanity was difle-

minated over Tongert, China,
among the ^.ilongouls, and even in

the family of their khans. But
it is no eafy m.atter to make thefe

tefllmonies accord with the pre-

* Hilloire du Japon, torn. i. p. 46. Amft. 1752. 16^.

\ Voyage du Ruhrucjuis, chap. xxvi.

—

xxviii.

\ Ruhniijuis, chap, xxviii. p 60. &. chap, xlvii. p. 125. Marco Paolo men-
tioi'.s likewife a Kitaian town Sin-gni [the temvnati< \^ gui is the Chinele Jfchu'\,

and that a part of the inhabitants were Neliorian Chriftians.

II
Rubruquis, chip. xlv. affuies us the Tuii.ians were iduliters. But, what

is extraordinary, in the very lame cliapter he aHirms, that the Tulnians were
addifted to the left of the Manicheans. The Oriental Chriltians often call

Ivlanes Al Thcnacui, and his left Al Thenaouiah-, winch wori llgnitits the doc-
tiine of the two principles. See D'Herbi lot, Bibiioth. Orient, art. Muni,
H;nre it feims I'lobahle, that thcie Tuinians are Manicheans.

^ Caipini, Voyage, ait. v. p. 4.0.

4- OMirvatinn!. M.uhein.itiques, See. puWiees pir ie pcre Soiicff, torn. I.

p. *?4. D"H ibeiot, Biblioihn|ue Or.entale, ait. /i'^i'
.— Uij,iu is called, accoid-

ing to the Chinefe geography, Turfan,

fcnt
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fent ftate of thofe countries. For

we find not the leaft trace of Chrif-

tianity therein, except among fuch

as have been converted perhaps by
the Jefuits in China in modern
times. On the contrary, the reli-

gion of Lama prevails much at

Tongut, in fome kingdoms of

India, in Mongolia, among the

Eluts, and alfo in China.

It feems therefore probable,

that the Neftorian monks in for-

mer time might have vifited thefe

regions. But, in procefs of time,

as their priells became more and

more ignorant, as well as remoter

from other Chriltians, Chriltiani-

ty became likewife more and

more corrupted, till at length it

vanilhed quite away, or was ob-

forbed in the religion of Lama.
This religion ieems not to be

of a very antient date. It is a

mixture of the fuperftition of the

old Schamans with the Chriftian

religion. From the Schamans it

retained Fo and the metcmp-
fychofis : from Chriftianity it pro-

bably took its ceremonies and ha-

bits.

Several learned writers derive

the ceremonial of the religion of

Lama from the Indians, and that

from the Egyptians : as it is

thought that the ceremonies of the

Egyptians were fpread almoft

over the face of the whole earth.

From all which we fhall only ob-

ferve, that In the remotell ages

the Egyptians had no other phy-
ficians than their priefts. This
cultom obtained likewife amongft
tlie Syrians and Hebrews. Afa
firll ufed the afliftance of proper

phyficians, and was reproved for

it*. The fame cullom prevailed

in India and over all the Eaft.

The antient Tartars and Mongouls
had no other phyficians than their

prielts. And we find it fo at prc-

fent among all the favage nations

of Siberia, and even in America.
It feems very probable that the

earlier Chriftians took fome cere-

monies from the neighbouring na-

tions ; and perhaps all the rites

and ceremonies among different

nations, that are very fimilar to

each other, came originally from
the religion of the vEgyptiansf

.

Kaimpfer X labours much to

make it probable, that the founder

of the religion of Fo was aa
Egyptian. But he feems to be
in the wrong: and his conjecture

would have been more probable,

if he had put the religion of the

Brahmans inftead of that of Fo.

It might furnifh matter of dif-

pute between the Indians and
Egyptians which of them were
the elder nation. If Shuckford's

conjedlure could be proved true,

that Mount Ararat, on which the

ark of Noah refted, is one of thofe

mountains which form the nor-

* " And Afa, in the thirty and ninth year of his rei£jn, was difeafed in his

feet, until his dileafe was exceeding j^reat : yet in his dileafe he fought not to

ti.e Lord, hut to the phyficians." 2 Chron. xvi. 12.

-f The pritfts of JEgypt (haved their head and wore linen garments. Mar-
tial, epigram xii. 29. Juvenal, fat. vi. lin. 533.

Qiii grege linigero circiimdatus, et gregecalvo
Plang;;ntis populi currit derifor Anubis.

X Hiftoire du Japon, torn. I. p. 31. 34.

therq
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them frontier of India, it would

be a great argument in favour of

the Indians. Several writers en-

deavour to prove likewife, that

the Perfian magi received their

knowledge and their religion from

the Indians*. And indeed as the

^Egyptians and the Brahmans have

fo great a fimilarity in their man-
ner of life, police, tenets, and re-

ligious ceremonies, one nation cer-

tainly tranfcribed from the other.

But the queition is, which nation

received them from the other ?

Some arts, as well as fome of the

dodlrines of philofophers, came
from India to Europe, as the game
of chefs, the art of reckoning

with ten cyphers, Democritus's

dodlrine of atoms, the' metemp-
fychofis, &c. which lad was re-

ceived likewife by the Egyptians.
Pythagoras brought this doctrine

from India, not from Egypt. Eu-
febius, in his Chronicle, relates

that about four hundred years

after the birth of Abraham,
which happened a hundred and
twenty years before the going out

of jEgypt, there came a fwarm of
jEthiupians from the river Indus,

and fettled in the neighbourhood
of JEgypt. W*" here fee that the

Indians made a voyage by water

to ^gypt ; but we find no ac-

counts thac the Egyptians ever

made fuch an one.

The ^Egyptians, on the con-

trary, may alledge the expeditions

of Ofiris, Bacchus, and Sefoflris.

For, notwithftanding thefe events

are mixed with fabl.s, the mod
^furd relations have yet fome cer-

tain foundation in truth, which

we are not capable of thoroughly
developing. It may be that fome
Egyptians emigrated likewife to
India, in order to avoid the cruel
treatment of the Perfian king Cam-
byfes. At leaft the hiltory of
mankind feemi to fupport this

conjecture; for the limits of every
religion have always been extend-
ed as often as it has been perfe-

cuted.

There are two perfonages that

have for feveral centuries been
very famous in the world, Preller

John and Dalai Lama. Three
travellers, Carpini, Rubruquis, ^

and Marco Paolo, firft made Eu-
rope acquainted with Prefter |ohn,

but they all have different opi-
nions about him. The fird re-

prefents him as an Indian king;
the fecond as a Chrillian king of
the Tartarian hord Naiman, whom
he believed to be likewife Chrif-

tians. But both their accounts
are certainly wrong.
The Portuguefe having found

a way to India by fea round Afri-

ca, difcovered a certain Chriftiaa

prince in Abyfiinia, whom they
took for Prefier ]ohn, notwith-
flanding the three before-men-
tioned travellers had placed him,
not in Africa, but in the remotell

parts of the Eaft, in the neigh-
bourhood of China. This cir-

cumtlance they overlooked.

,But we mufi firft proceed to give

fome accounts of Dalai Lama.
He lives in a pagoda on the moun-
tain Potala, which, according to

the fefuit Gaubil, is under 29^ 6'

northern latitude, and zi^'^ 5S'

weilern longitude from Pekinf.

• Ammian. Marccllin. lib; xxiii. f See Du Haldc, Defcription de la

Chine, ec Je la Tartaric Chinoife, torn. IV. j>. 122. 1^5.

Ills
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His followers e\plnin the nature

of h'S imrroitality in the following

manner; that his foul, after the

death of his body, pafl'es into ano-

ther hum;in body which is born

exr,(flly dt that time, and this man
as the new Dalai Lama*.

Almoil all the nations of the

Eaft, except the Mohammedans,
believe the metempfychoiis as the

moft important article of their

faith ; efpecially the Indians, the

inhabitants of Tibet, and rtva,

the Pegiians, Siamefe, Mongouls,

all the Kalmucs, r-nd the greateil

part of the Chinefe and Jrpanefe.

/According to the dodlrine of the

metempfychofis, the foul is always

in adion, and never at reft; for

no fooner does flie leave her old

habitation but fhe enters a new
one. The Dalai Lama beirg a

divine perfon, he can find no bet-

ter lodging than the body of his

fuccefibr; or, properly not the

foul, but the Fo refjding in the

Dalai Lama which pafTes into his

fucceHor: and this being a god to

whom all things .ire knownf, the

Dnlai Lama therefore is acquaint-

ed with every thing that happen-

ed during his refidence in the for-

mer body. Thus, at leaft, the

thinking people of that religion

would perhr.ps explain their me-
tempfychofis. The far greater

part of the worfhippcrs of Lama,
however, do not require reafon

and arguments for what they be-

lieve ; but take all in a literal

fenfe, and exaoiina no farther j

having the fame notion of the
Lama as the Mongouls had of thd

PopeJ.

Prciler John, of whom we have
fpoken above, in like manner
gave rife to many conjedures ; the
greareft part of which are fo im-
probable as not to deferve refuta-

tion. We will begin therefore ac

once by that method which feems
to promife the belt elucidation of
the matter.

The name Frecre Jean, orjtran,

was miftakenly heard by the firft

Europeans that vifited thefe re-

gions. And their fancy working
upon it, formed many extravagant
ideas which were received and
cherifhed in Europe. Thcfe tra-

vellers perceived a certain refem-

blance between the found of a
word in the Mongolian and Ti-
betan languages with that of a
French, Italian, and Portuguefe
word. Unufed to the fludy of
languages, they imagined that

fuch words as had a fimilar found
niuil have likewife the fame figni-

f.cation in the language of Tibet
and of the TvTongouls which they

bore in fome of the European.
This idea being once received,

many fantaftical etymologies and
fables naturally arofe, as that

about a certain Indian Johanes
Prefoyter, &c.

Among all the etymologies,

that of Scaliger |j
feems to be the

mo.i probable. This name, ac-

cording to his opinion, came from
India, and properly was Prefte

* Others relate, that they keep a young man in the pagoda during the life of
the Dnl.ii Lama, who is to I'ucceed him.

f Du Halde, tom. IV. p. 573.

t Rubniquis fays, that in his travels to the Greater Tartary, he was afked

by feveral Mongouls whether the Pope was really five hundred years old.

K De emendatione temporum, p- 637.
Jehan



CHARACTERS. 63

Jehan (Prefle Giani ; for Gehan

in the Perfian and Indian lan-

guages fignifies the luorld), which

is as much as to fay, a meffenger of

the "joorld ; or an uninjerfal apojile.

The Neftorian patriarchs always

appropriated to themfelves the

pompous title of Catholicus ',

which fignifies, as every one knows,

almoft the fame thing.

Now, if we can admit that the

milfionaries of the Neftorians came
in;o thefe countries (which almcfl:

every competent judge in fuch

matters will allow) then the Nefto-

rian patriarch and Prefter John are

one perfon ; at leaft according to

the rules of etymology. And this

Preller John being a chriilian, he

mult have been the Catholicus of

the Neftorians; or perhaps only a

bifhop fent by the Catholicuf, vviio

in thefe diftant regions aiTumed a

greater title than was flridly due

to him.

In the purfuit of thefe enquiries

we fhall find this Prefter John, or

this Nel^orian Catholicu;, to be

likewife one and the fame with the

Dalai Lama.
Prefter John wa? heard of earlier

than the Dalai Lama. In the

country of the Mongouls, where
Prefter John is laid to have for-

merly refided, they knew nothing

about a Dalai Lama before the

time of Kajuk-khan, one of the

defcendants of Tfchingis-khanf

.

Among the Europeans, Pere -^n-

drada is one of the firft who men-

tions him, about the y'?ar \Gi\Xf
and Bernier fpeaks of him as of a

llrange noveltyi|.

It defervcs to be remarked, that

the old writers, whilft: they take

notice of the Neftorians and Preiher

John, fay not a fyllable of the

Dalai Lama. B'lt no fooncr are

they become acquainted with the

Dalai La.ira, than they cenfe all

mention of Preiter John and the

Nellorians in Mongolia snd Tiber.

All thefe circumftances feem

fufticiently to prove that- the Ca-
tholicus, Prefte Gehan, and Da-
lai §, are only one perfon.

An Account of the Sufferings of Lady

Harriet Ackland, in the Cam-
paigns of 1776 and l']l'], in.

Canada.

The follcimng extraordinary Ex-
cmple of Femr.Ie Excelltnct is

taken from Lieutenant- General

BurgoyneV State of the Expe-

dition into Canada. ' It ivottiJ.

exhibit (fajs the General) if 'well

deli e cited, an interBjling Figure

of the Spirit, the Errtfrpriz^,

and the Dijlrefs of Romance,

realized and regulated upon the

chafe and fober Principles ef
rational Lot-e aud connubial

Du\\^ Indeed one ca/intt ivell

i?nfgine t e Female Frame capK-

hle of fu^torting fuch extreme

Dijlrefs J and the General relates

* See DinVrtntion de la p-crlication de la foi Chrelienne a la Chine, par
M. R«nriu lot, dans Its ancdines relations des Iiides, et de la Chine, j). 138,

t Rvibruqui--, chap. \ix. Mnrco Paolo, lib. c. 51. Gaubi!, p. 105. 5l: 143.

j Du \IA<U; torn. IV. p. 576.

II
^'oyages, vol. II. p. 309.

^ Dalai, in tlic hngusge of iho Mongouls, (ignifiej ^fer, or crcan, and in

a metaphorical lignification, an hnmenfi djlance,

tht



l4 ANNUAL REGISTER, 1780.

the Story in a Mafiner that does

Honour to his Feelings,

LADY Harriet Ackland had
accompanied her hufband to

Canada in the beginning of the

year 1776. In the courfe of that

campaign (he had traverfed a vaft

fpace of country, in different ex-

tremities of feafons, and with diffi-

culties that an European traveller

will not eafily conceive, to attend

lier hufband, in a poor hut at

Chamblee, upon his fick-bed.

In the opening of the campaign
of 1777, (he was reilrained from
offering herlelf to a (hare of the

hazard exp-fted before Ticon-
deroga, by the pofuive injundion
of her hufband. The day after

ihe conqueft of that place, he was
badly wounded, and (he crofTed

the Lake Champlain to join him.
As foon as he recovered. Lady

Harriet proceeded to follow his

fortunes through the campaign,
and at Fort Edward, or at the

next camp, (he acquired a two-
wheel tumbril, which had been
confiru6lcd by the artillery, fimilar

to the carriage ufed for the mail

upon the great roads of England.
Major Ackland comm.irided the

Britifh grenadiers, which were
attached to General Frafer's corps,

and confequentlv were the moll

advanced port of the army. Their
•iitu;.tions were often fo alert, tha:

no perions flept out of their clothes.

In ore of thefe fituarions a tent, in

which t'le major and lady Harrier

were afleep, fuddenly took fre.

An orderly ferjeant of grenadiers,

with great hazard of fuffocation,

dragged out. the firft perfon he

caught hold of. It proved to he

the major. It happened, that in

the fame inftant fhe had, un-

knowing what fhe did, and perhaps
not perfe(fHy avvake, providentially

made her ei'cape, by creeping un-
der the walls of the back part of
the tent. The firit objedt ihe faw
upon the recovery of her fenfes,

was the major on the other fide,

and in the fame inilant again ia

the fire, in feach of her. The
ferjeant again faved him, but not
without the majcr being very fe-

verely burned in the tace and dif-

ferent parts of the body. Every
thing they had with them in the

tent was confumed.
This accident happened a little

time before the army had paffed

the Hudfon's river. It neither

altered the refolution nor the

chearfulnefs of lady Harriet ; and
ffie continued her progrefs, a par-

taker of the fatigues of the ad-

vanced corps. The next call upoa
her fortitude was of a different

nature, and more diflrefsful, as

of longer fui'pence. On the march
of the 19th, the grenadiers being

liable to acflion at every flep, fhe

had been directed by the major to
~

follow the route of the artillery

and baggage, which was not ex-

pofed. At the lime the aition

began, (he found herfelf near a

fmall uninhabited hut, where fhe

alighted. When it was found the

aci on was becoming general and
bloody, the furgeons of the hof-

pital took pofTeflion of the fame
place, as the molt convenient for

the firfl care of the wounded.
Thus was this lady in hearing of
01. e continued fire of cannon and
mufk'-fry, for fome hours together,

with the preumption, from the

po of her hufband at the head of
the grenadiers, that he was in rhe

nic ft expo(ed part of tne atiion.

She had three female companions,

10 the
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the baronefs of Reldefel, and the

wives of two Britilh officers, major

Harnage and lieutenant Reynell ;

but in the event their prefence

ferved but little for comfort. Ma-
jor Hirnagc was foon bri>ught to

the furgeons, very badly wounded
;

and a little while after came intel-

ligence that lieutenant Reynell was

/hot dead. Imagination will want

no helps to figure the Hate of the

whole groupe.

From the date of that aflion to

the 7th of Oflober, lady Harriet,

with her ufual ferenity, flood pre-

pared for new trials! And it was

her lot that their feverity increafed

with theix numbers. She was
again expofed to the hearing cf

the whole adlion, and at lalt re-

ceived the fhoclc of her individual

misfortune, mixed with the intel-

ligence of the general calamity ;

the troops were defeated, and major
Ackland, defperately wounded, was
a prifoner.

The day of the 8th was pafTed by
lady Harriet and her companions in

common anxiety ; not a tent, nor a

fhed, being Handing, except what
belonged to the hofpical, their re-

fuge was among the wounded and
the dying.

I foon received a mefiage from
lady Harriet, fubmitting to my de-

cifion a propofal (and expreffing an
earoelt folicitude to execute it, if

not interfering with my defigns) of

paifing to the camp of the enemy,
and requeuing general Gates's per-

milTion to attend her hufband.
Though [ was ready to believe

(for 1 had experienced) that pa-
tience and fortitude, in a fupreme
degree, were to be found, as well

as every virtue, under the molt
tender forms, I was allonifhed ac

this propofal. After fo long an
agitation of the fpirits, exhaufted

not only for want of reft, but ab-
folutely want of food, drenched
in rains for twelve hours together,

that a woman fhould be capable of
fuch an undertaking as deliiering

herfelf to the enemy, probably in
the night, and uncertain of what
hands (he might fall into, ap-
peared an effort above human na-

ture. The affiftance I was enabled

to give was fmall indeed ; 1 had
not even a cup of wine to offer

her; but I was told fhe had found,

from fome kind and fortunate

hand, a little rum and dirty water.

All I could furnilli to her was an
open boat and a few lines, written

upon dirty and wet paper, to ge-
neral Gates, recommending her to

his protection.

Mr. Brudenell, the chaplain to

the artillery (the fame gentleman
who had officiated fo fignally aC

general Fraler's funeral *
) readily

undertook to accompany her, and
witli

* The circumftances attending the funeral of this brave officer were very
remarkable:—Early in the morning general Fraf.T breathed his laft—and with
the kintleft expreffions of his affeilion his h(i requefl was brotight to me, that
.he might he cairied without parade by the Ibldiers of his corps to the great re-

douSr, and buried there.

About lun-fet the body of general Frafer was brought up fhe bill, atrended
onlv by the officers who had lived in his family. To arrive at the redoubt, it

palled wifiiin vitw of the gieatelt pait of both armies. Genend Philips, gepcral
Reidel'el, and mvlcif, who were ftandin^ together, were Uruck with the humi-
lity ot the pioccffiwn ; they, who v.cit i^^noranc thnt privacy had been reqv\clted,

VoL.XXni. F might
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with one female fcrvant, and the

major's valet-de-chambre (whohad
a bsll, which he had received in

the late aflion, then in his (houlder)

Ihe rowed down the river to meet
the enemy. But her diftrcfles were
not yet to end. The night was ad-

vanced before the boat reached the

enemy's out-po(ls, and the centi-

Jiel would not let it pafs, nor even
come on fhore. In vain Mr. Bru-
denell offered the flag of truce, and
teprefented the llate of the extra-

ordinary paffenger. The guard,
apprehenfive of treachery, and
pundiiious to their order?, threat-

ened to fire into the boat if they

IHrred before day-light. Her anxi-

ety and fufferings were thus pro-

trafted through feven or eight dark
and cold hours ; and her reHeftions

upon that firft reception could not

give her very encouraging ideas of
the treatment (he was afterwards

to expeft. But it is due co juftice

at the clofe of this adventure to fay,

that fhe was received and accom-
Jnodated by general Gates with all

the humanity and refpeft that her

rank, her merits, and her fortunes

deferved.

Let fuch as are affefled by thefe

circumftances of alarm, hardfhip,

Snd danger, recoiled, that the fub-

jc£l of them was a woman 5 of the

moil tender and delicate frame; of
the gcntlcll manners, habituated

to all the fbfc elegances, and re-

fined enjoyment, that attend high

birth and fortune ; and far ad-

vanced in a ftate in which the ten-

der cares, always due to the fex,

become indifpenfably neceffary.

Her mind alone was formed for

fuch trials

!

'rranjlation of a JJjort Extra£l from
a 'Journal kept ^^ C. P. Thun-
berg, M. D. during his Voyage

to, and Rcfidence in, the Empire of

Japan, in a Letter addrejjed to the

P. R, S.

\_Trom the Philof. Tranf. Vol. 69.]

SIR,

^URING my (hort refidence

in London, where you did

me the honour of introducing me
to many men of learning, cori-

vcrfations frequently arofe, in

which queftions were afked of me
concerning the empire of Japan :

to thefe 1 could at that time give

anfvvers only from memory; but,

having now got poflelTion of my
papers, 1 have drawn out, for the

farther fatisiaftion of the Royal
Society, and your particular

might conftriie it into neelcSt. "W^e conld neither endure that reflexion, nor in-

«ieecl reftrain our natural propenfity to pay our laft attention to liis remains.

The incfiVant cannona;ie during tlie folenmity ; tiie fteady attinuSe ami unal-
tered voice with which the chaplain officiated, thouoh fiequenily covered with
<iuu, which the (hot threw up on all fides of him ; the mute but expre(rive mix-
ture cf ftiiiibili'y and indignation upon every countenance : thele ol jeds will

remain to the lait of iife v.pon the minds of every man v/ho was preiciir. The
growing- duikinel-'- added to the (cenery, and the whole marked a charadtr of

that juni^uie, that would make one of the fineft fubjeds for the pencil of a

maftur that the field ever exhibited. To the canvafs, and to the faithful, page

of a more irpf.ortaiit hifiorian, gallant friend, I confign thy memory ! Tiiere

may thy talents, thy iiianiy virtues, their progrefs and their period, find liise

diliiriflion ; and long may they lurvive !—ioiig after the frail record of my pen

fliail be forgotten.

friends.
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friends, the following (hoit ex-

irail of a journal whicli I kept

reouiarly during a relidence of

fixtcen months in that diltant

country.

To you. Sir, it is already

known, that I was fent out by the

direflors of the Botanic Gardens at

Amilerdam, and ibme other emi-

nent men of that place ; f.rll to the

Cape of Good Hope, and from

thence to Japan : in order coinvef-

tigate the natural hiltory of thofe

countries, and to fend from thence

feeds and living plants of unknown
kinds, for the ufe of their collec-

tions in Holland. At the iirit of

thefc places I reiided three years ;

and during that time had the good

fortune to obferve and dclcribe

many new fpecies boih of animals

and vegetables.

In the year 1775 I failed from

thence for Batavia, and after a

ftiort llay there, embarked on
board a Dutch Ihip, called Sta-

venifl'e, bound for Japan, in com-
pany with the BIyenb-jrg.-. On the

21ft of June, we failed and pailcd

Pulo Sapatoo, the coail of China,

and the ifl.:n'i Formofa. On the

i^th cri' Aiigult we made the land

cC Japan, and the day after were

off the harbour of Nagafacci, the

only one in that empire where
foreign fhips are allowed to an-

chor.

During this padage we met
with fevere gales of wind, in one
of which the Blyenburg, having re-

ceived much damage in her malts,

'parted company, and (as we aftcr-
' wards learned) was obliged to go
b.ick to Canton, to relit.

We failed into the harbour of
Nagafacci with our colours flyino-,

and laluted the Papenburg, the em-
peror's and emprefs's gaaid, and

the town itfelf. Daring this time
there came on board of us two
over banjofes, feveral interpreters,

and inferic officers, and (ome
people belonging to the Dutch,
faftory.

Thefe over banjofes may be
compared to the mandarins of
China : a place is prepared for

them upon the flii:)'s deck, and
fome of them (for they are fre-

quent])^ changed) molt be prefent

when any thing is taken out of, or
received into, her. I'hey. infpedl

every thing, mufter the people,

give pafipo; t' to fuch as go on ftiore,

and e\'ery day report to the gover-
nor of Nagafacci the proceedings

on board.

The attention and care with,

which thefe gentlemen execute the

orders iilued by the Imperial Court
in 1775 is well worthy of relation.

The moft minute articles which
are carried out of a fhip undergo a
jealous infpedtion, both when they
are put into the boats, and when
they are landed from them ; and
the lame caution is ufed in enbark-
ing goods from the fhore.

Bedding is ripped open, and
the very feathers examined ; cherts

are not only emptied of their con-
tents, but the boards of which,

they are made are iearched, left

contraband good^ (hould be con-
cealed in their fubilance. Pots of
fvveetmeats and of butter are ftirred

round with an iron (kewcr. Our
cheefes had a more narrow in-

Ipe-tion ; a large hole was cut into

the middle of each, and a knife

thrult into the fides of it in every
diretlion : even the eggs w?re not
exempted from fufpicion; many of
them were broken, le!l they (hould

conceal contraband goods withia
them.

F i Ourfslvef,



63 ANNUAL REGISTER, 1780.

Ourfelves, from the higheft to

the lowert, underwent the fame

fufpicious fcrutiny whenever we
went from or returned on board

the fhip. Our backs were firft

ftroked down by the hand of the

infpeftor ; our fides, bellies, and

thighs, were then in like manner
examined ; fo that it was next to

impoffible that any thing could be

concealed.

Formerly they were lefs exadl

jn this vifitation ; the chief of the

faflory and captain of the veflcl

were even exempted from it. This

privilege they ufed. in its utmoll

extent : each dreffed himfelf in a

great coat, in which were two

]arge pockets, or rather facks, for

the reception of contraband goods,

and they generally pafi'ed back-

wards and forwards three times

a day.

Abufes of this nature irritated

the Japan government fo much,

that they refolved to make new
regulation^. For fome lime they

found, that the more dexterity

they ufed in deteftingthe tricks of

the Europeans, the more dex-

troufly they contrived to evade

them : at laft, however, by re-

peated trials, they have fo com-

pleatly abridged their liberties,

that it is now almoll, if not ab-

folutely, impoffible to fmuggle any

thing.

The complexions of the Japanefe

are in general yellowifli, although

fome few, generally women, aie

almoft vvhite. Their narrow eyes

and high eye-brows arc like thofe

cf the Chinefe and Tartars. 7'heir

nofes, though not fiat, are fliorter

and thicker than curs. Their hair

h univerfally black ; and fuch a

famenefs cf fafnion reigns through

this whole empire, that the hcad-

dref> is the fame from th<; emperor
to the peafant.

The mode of thf men's head-

drefs is finpoJar ; the middle part

of their heads, from the forehead

very far back, is clofe fliaven ; the

hair remaining round the temples

and nape of the neck is turned up)

and tied upon the top of the head
into a kind of brulh, about as

long as a finger ; this brufh is

again lapped round with white
thread, and bent a little back-
wards.

The women preferve all their

hair, and, drawing it together on
the top of the h»ad, roll it round
a loop, and fartening it down with

pins, to which ornaments are affix-

ed, draw out the fides till they ap-
pear like little wings ; behind this

a comb is lluck in.

Phyficians and priefls are the

only exception to the general

fafiiion ; they fhave their heads

intirely, and are by that means
diftinguiflied from the relt of the

people.

The fafhion of their cloaths has

alfo remained the fame from the

higheft antiquity. They confift

of one or more loofe gowns, tied

about the middle with a fafh ; the

women wear them much longer

than the men, and dragging on the

ground. In fummerthey are very

thin; but in wincer quilted with

filk or cotton wadding.
People of rank have them made

of filk; the lower clafs of cotton

fti-ff:;. Women generally wear a

greater number of them than men,
and have them more ornamented,

often with gold or filver flowers

wovea into the ftuff.

Thefe gowns are generaUy left

open at the breait ; th»ir fleeves

are very wide, but partly fewed

up
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Sip In front, fo as to make a kind

of pocket, into which they can

eafily put their hands, and in this

they generally carry papers, or

fuch like light things.

fvJen of confequence are diftin-

guifhed from thole of inferior rank

by a fhort jacket of thin black

ftuff, which is worn over their

gowns, and trowfers open on the

fides, but fcwed together near the

bottom, which take in their Ikircs.

Some ufe drawers, but all have

their legs naked. They wear

fandals of llraw, faftened to their

feet by a bow palhng over the in-

ftep, and a Ihlng which pafles be-

tween the grca: toe and that next

to it, fixing to the bow. In win-

ter they have focks of linen, and
in rainy or dirty weather, wooden
Ihoes.

They never cover their heads

but on a journey, when they ufe a

conical cap made of flraw ; at other

times they defend themfelves from

the fun or the rain by fans or um-
brellas.

In their fafh they faftert the

fabre, fan, and tobacco-pipe ; the

fabre always on the left fide, and
(contrary to our European cullom)

v.'ith the (harp edge uppermoft.

Thofe who are in public employ-
ments wear two, the one confider-

ably longer than tjie other.

Their houfes are built with up-

right ports, croffcd and wattled

with bamboo, plaillcrrd both

without aad within, and white-

walhed. They generally have two
florics ; but tiie uppermoll is low,

and feldom inhabited. The roofs

are covered with pantiles, larg?-

and heavy, but neatly made. The
floors are elevated two feet from
the ground, and -covered with

planks. On thcfe arc laid mats

v/hich are double, and filled with
llraw three or four inches thick.

The whole houfe confilh of one
large room ; but may be divided
at pleafure into feveral fmaller, by
partitions made with frames of
wood, filled up with painted pa-
per, that fix into grooves made
for that purpofe in the floor and
cieling. The windows are alfo

frames of wood, divided into

fquares, filled up with very thin

white paper, tranfparent enough
to anfwer tolerably well the pur-
pofe of glafs.

They have no furniture in their

rooms ; neither tables, chairs,

ftools, benches, cupboards, or even
beds. Their cuflom Is to fit down
on their heels upon the mats,

which are always foft and clean.

Their vicluals are ferved up to

thsm on a low board, ralfed but a

few inches from the floor, and one
difh only at a time. iVlirrors they

have, but never fix them up in

their houfes as ornamental furni-

ture ; they are made of a com-
pound metal, and ufed only at

their toilets.

Notwith {landing the feverlty of
their winters, which oblige them
to warm their houfes from Novem-
ber to March, they have neither

fife-places nor Hoves ; inllead of
thefe they ufe large copper pots

Handing upon legs; thefe are lined

on the infide with loam, on which
aihes are laid to fome depth, and
charcoal lighted upon them, which
feems to be prepared in fom° man-
ner which renders the fumes of it

not at all dangerous.

The Portuguefe, in all pro-

bability, firft infoduced the ufe

of tobacco into Japm ; however,

be that as it mav, tiiey ufe it now
with great frugality, though bot.h

F 3 fcxcs.
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iexes, old and young, continually

imoke it, blowing ouc the fmoke
through their noltrils. The firlt

co;npliment offered to a ftranger

in their houfes is a di(h of tea and
a pipe of tobacco. Their pipes

have mouth- pieces and bowls of

brafs or white copper. The holiow

of the bowl i^ fo Imall as fcarce to

contain an ordinary pea. The to-

bacco i^ cut as fine as a hair, about

a finger's length, and is rolled up

in fmall balls Hke pills, to fit the

fmail hollow in the bowl of the

pipe ; which pills, as they can laft

but'for a few v. hifFs, mull be very

frequently renewed.

Fans aie uted by both fexes

equally, and are, within or vvich-

ouc doors, their inftparable ccin-

panions.

The whole nation are naturally

cleanly ; every houfe, whether

public or private, has a bath, of

which con; ant and daily ufe is

made by the whole family.

You feldom meet a man who
has not bis mark imprinted on

the fleeves and b^ck of his cloaths,

in the fame colour in which the

pattern is printed ; white fpois are

left in manufaduring theaii for

the purpoie of inlerting ihefe

mark?.
Obedience to parents and re-

fpeffc to fuperiors is the characte-

riftic of this nat;on : it is pleafirg

to fee the refpeft with which in-

feriors treat thofe of high rank ;

if they meet them abroad, they

flop till thty have pafTed by ; if in

a houfe, th^y keep^«t a diilance,

bowing their "eaus to the ground.

Their falu aiions and ccnverlutions

between equals abound alfo with

civility and p ;litei'els j to this

children are early acculionned by

the example of their parents.

Their penal laws are very fe«

vere ; hut punifhments are feldem
in3ided. Pernaps there is no
country where fewer crimes againft

Ibciety are committed.

7'heir ufage of names differs

from that of all other nations.

The^family name is never made
ufe of but in figning fblemn con^
tradts. and the particular name by
Vv-hich individuals are diilinguifhed

in converfation varies according to

the age or fituation of the perfon

who makes uie of it : fo that

fometinies the fame perfon is, in

his life time, known by five or fix

different names.

They reckon their aoe by even
years, not regarding w-hecher they

were born at the beginning or the

end of a year, lo that a child is

faid to be a year old on the new
year's d'ly next after his birth,

even though he has not been born
many days.

Commerce and manufaifiures

flcuriih here, though, as thefe

people have few wants, they are

not carried to the extent which we
fee in Kurope. Agriculture is fo

well underllood, that the whole
country, evtn to the tops of the

hills, is. cultivated. 7 hey trade

with no foreigners but the Dutch
and Chinefe, and in both cafes

with cumpanies of privileged mer-
chants, 1 he Dutch export copper

and raw camphire, for which they

give in return fugar, ripe cloves,

fappan wood, ivory, tin, lead,

tortoiie-fhell, chintzs, and a few
trifles more.

As the Dutch company do not

pay duty in Japan, either on their

exports or imports, they fend an

annual prelent to the court, con-

fining of cloth, chintzs, fuccotas,

cottons, fluffs, and trinkets.

I had
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I had the fatisfaftion to attend

the ambafiador, who was intrufted

witl) theie prefents, on his journey

to jeddo, the capital of this vaft

empire, fituated at an immenfe dif-

tance from Nagalacci, a journey on

which three Europeans only are

permitted to go, attended by two.

hundred Japanefe at leaft.

We left our little illand of iDe-

7ima, and the town of Nagafacci,

on the 4th of March, 1776, and

travelled through Cocora to Simo-

nofeki, where we arrived on the

12th, and found a veflel prepared

for us ; we embarked on board her,

and coafled along to Fiogo. From
thence we travelled by land to

Ofacca, one of the principal com-
jnerciai towns in the empire. At
this place we remained the 8th and
9th of April, and on the loth ar-

rived ai Miaco, the refidence of

the Dairi, or ecciefialHcal empe-
ror. Here we a! To Hayed two
days ; but after that made the bell

of our way to jeddo, where we ar-

rived on the III of May.
We were carried by men in a

kind of palankins, called nori-

mons, covered, and provided with
windows. The preients alfo and
our provifions were carried on
men's Ihoulders, except a few
articles, which were loaded on
pack-horfes. The Japanefe offi-

cers who attended us provided us

with every thing, (0 that our jour-

ney was by no means trouble-

fome.

On the 18th we had an audience
of the cubo, or temporal emperor,
of the heir-apparent, and of the

twelve fenators ; the day following,

of the ecclefiallical governors, the

governors of the town, and other

high officers. On the 23d we had
our audience of leave. We left

Jeddo on the 26th of May, and
arrived at Miaco on the 7th of

June. Here we had an audience

of the emperor's viceroy, to whom
we alfo made prefents, as we were
not allowed to fee the dairi, or

eccleiiallical emperor. On the

1 1 th we procured leave to walk
about the town, and vilit the tem-
ples and principal buildings. la
the evening we let out for Ofacca,

which town we were alfo permitted

to view, which we did on the

13th.

We faw temples, theatres, and.

many curious buildings ; but,

above all, the manufadory of cop-

per, which is melted here, and no
where elfe in the empire.

On the 14th we had an audience

of the governors of this town ; af-

ter which we refumed our journey

to Fiogo, where we again embark-
ed on the i8th, and proceeded by

fea to Simonofeki, from whence we
arrived on the 23d at Cocota, and
from thence were carried in nori-

mons to Nagafacci, and arrived at

our little ifland Dezima on the lad

day of June, after an abfcnce of

one hundred and eighteen days.

F4 NATURAL
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jitt Recount cf the Eruption of ?Aount

Vefuvius, nuhich hapened in

yluguft lyj^. From Sir William
Hamilton's Letter to Mr. Banks,

P.R.S.
Naples, 0£l. I, T779.

TH E late eruption of Mount
Vefuvius was of fo fingular

a nature, fo very violent and alarm -

ing, that it necefTarily attraded the

attention of every one, not only in

its immediate neighbourhood, but
for many miles around ; and, con-

fequentiy, feveral flight defcrip-

tions of it have been already hand-
ed about, and fome (as I am inform-
ed) more accurate and circumltan-

tial are preparing for the prefs*.

That on which the Abbot Bottis

is adually employed, by command
of his Sicilian majefty, will un-

doubtedly be executed wiih the

fame accuracy, truth, and preci-

fjoji, as have rendered that author's

former publications upon the fub-

je6l of Mount Vefuvius fo univer-

sally and defervedly erteemed.

Such a publication, executed
with magnificence in the royal

printing-office, may, perhaps, ren-

der every other account of the late

eruption fuperfluous : nevenhelefs.

I (hould think myfelf in fome de~

gree guilty of a negledt towards

the Royal Society, who have done
fo much honour to my former com-
munications, if I did not, through

the refpedtabie canal of its worthy
preGdent, and my good friend,

fimply relate to them fuch remark-

able circumftances as attended the

late tremendous explofions of
Mount Vefuvius, and as either

came immediately under my own
infpedion, or have been related to

rne by luch good authority as can-

not be called in quertion.

Since the great eruption of
1 767,

of which 1 had the honour of giv-

ing a particular account to the Roy-
al Society, Vefuvius has never been

free from fmoke, nor ever many
months without throwing up red-

hot fcoriffi, which increaiing to a

certain degree, were ufually fol-

lowed by a current of liquid lava,

and except in the eruption of 17773
thofe lavas broke out nearly from

the fame fpot, and ran much in

the fame direftion, as that of the

famous eruption cf 1767.

No left than nine fuch eruptions

are recorded here fjnce the great

one above-mentioned, and fome

• The inhabitants of this great city in general crive fo little attention to

Mount Vtfuviiis, though in full view of the greaieli part ot it, that I am well

convinced many of its eruptions pals totally umioticeii by at Icail two-thirds of
them«

of
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of them were confiderable. I never

failed vifiting thofe lavas whillt

they were in full force, and as

conilanily examined them and the

crater of the volcano after the

ceafing of each eruption*.

It would be but a repetition of

what tas been d,efciibed in my
former letters on this fubjeft, were

I to relate my remarks on thofe

different expeditions. 'he lavas,

when they either boiled over the

crater, or broke out from the co-

nical parts of the volcano, con-

ftantly formed channels as regular

as if they had been cut by art down
the ftcep part of the mountain,

and, whillt in a ilate of perfcd

fufion, continued their courfe in

thofe channels, which were fome-

times full to the brim, and at other

times more or lef fo, according to

the (uantity of matter in motion.

Thele channels, upon examina-

tion after an eruption, I have

found to be in general from two to

fivt" or fix feet wide, and feven or

eight feet deep They were often

hid from the light by a quantity of

fcoriai that had formed a cruil over

them, and the lava havmg been

conveyed in a covered way for fome
yards, came out frelh again 'nto

an open channel. After an erup-

tion 1 have walked in Ibme of thofe

fubterraneous or covered galleries,

which were exceedingly curiou's.

the fides, top, and bottom, being
worn perfectly fmooth and even in

molt parts by the violence of the

currents of the red hot lavas, which
they had conveyed for many weeks
fuccelTively ; in others, the lava

had incrufted the fides of thofe

channels with fome very extraor-

dinary fcoria;: beautifully ramified

white faltsf, in the form of drop-

ping ftaladites, were alfo attached

to many pares of the ceiiirig of

thofe galleries. It is imagined
here, that the falts of Veluvius are

chiefly ammoniac, though often

tinged with green, deep, or pale

yellow, by the vapour of various

minerals.

In thf' month of May laft, there

was a conliderable eruption of

Mount Veluvius, when i palfed a
night on the mountain in the com-
pany of one of my countrymen, as

eager as myielf in the purluit of
tliis branch of natur il hiltory |:.

We law the operation of the

lava, in the channels as above-
mentioned, in the gieateft per-

fection , but It was, indeed, owingr

to our perieverance, and fume de-

gree of refoiution. After the lava

had quitted its regular channels,

it fpread itielf in tne valley, and,
being loaded with f"curi;e, ran

gently on, like a 'iver that had
been frozen, :ind had mafles of .ce

floating on it: the wind changing

'^ The laft vifit to the crater of Veruvius, which was in the month of May,
?779< was my fifry-eighth, and to lie Sure I hsve been four times as often on
pans of the mouniain, without climbing to its ivrmnir, ai d alter all am not
afhamed to own, that I comprehend very little c f the wonders I hav iV-en in

tlifs great laboratory of Nature, vet there hive betn N.itnralilts of uich a won-
derful penetrating genius as to have thought thenifelves futh ientlv qnilined to

account for every hiddt n phenomenon ot Vilvivjus, after h ivmg, iiteiaily iptsk-

ing, ^ivcn the volcano un coup d' ceil.

t I lent a large Ipccunen of this curious volcanic production to the Biitidl

Mufeiiin laft year.

; Mr. Bowdlcfj of BatJ;.

when
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when we were clofe to this gentle

f^rom of lava, which mighc be

about fifty or fixty feet in breadth,

incommoded us (o much with its

heac and fmoke, that we mult have

returned without having fatisfied

oor curiofity, had not our guide *

propofed the expedient of walking

acrofs it, which, to our aftoniih-

menr, be initantly put in exe-

cution, and with fo little dlfHculty,

that we followed him without he-

/ fitation, having felt no other in-

conveniency than what proceeded

from the violence of the heat on

our legs and feet ; the cruft of the

Java was fo tough, befides being

loaded with cinders and fcoriaj,

that our weight made not the leail

imprefllon on it ; and its motion

was fo How, that we were not in

any danger of iofing our ba;j.i;^c,

and falling on it : however, this

experimerit Ihould not be tried,

except in cafes of real neceflity

;

and I mehtion it with no other

view than to point oat a poffibility

of efcaping, Jnoald any one here-

after, upon fuch an expedition as

ours, have the misfortune to be

inclofed between two currents of

lava.

Having thus got rid of the

troublefome heat and fmoke, we
coafted the river of lava and its

channels up to its very fource,

within a quarter of a mile of the

crater. "1 he liquid and red-hot

matter bubbled up violently, with

a hifling and cr.ckling noife, like

that which attends the playing off

of an artificial firework, and by
the continual fplalliing up of the

vitrified matter, a kind of arch or

dorne was formed over the crevice

from whence the lava iiTued. Jt

was cracked in many parts, and
appeared red-hot within, like an

heated oven : this hollowed hillock

might be about fifteen feet high,

and the l\vz that ran from under
ir was received into a regular chan-
nel, raifed upon a fort of wall of
fcoriae and cinders, almoft perpen-
dicularly, of about the height of
eight or ten feet, refembling much
an ancient aqueducl.

We then went up to the crater

of the volcano, in which we found,
as ufual, a little mountain throw-
ing fcorij?* 'na red-hot matter with
loud explofions; but the fmoke
and fmell of fulphur was fo into-

hrable, that v/e were under the

necefiity of quitting that curious

fpot with the utmoit precipitation.

In another of my excurfions to

Mount Vefuvius lall year, I picked
up fome fragments of large and
regular cryftals of clofe grained

lava or bafalt, the diameter of
which, when the prifms were com-
plete, may have been eight or nine

inches. As Vefuvius does not

exhibit any lavas regularly cryllal-

lized, and forming what are vul-

garly called giants caufeways (ex-

cept a lava that ran into the fea

rear Torre del Greco in 163 i, and
which in a fmall degree has fach

an appearance), this difcovery

gave me the greateft pleafure f

.

After

* Bnrtolomeo, the cyclops of Vefuvius, who has attended me on all my
expeditions to the mountain, and v/ho is an excelient guide,

f As the fiagments of bafalt columns, which I found on the cone of Vefu-

vius, had been evidently thrown out of iis crater, may rot lava be more fubjefi

to cryftallize within the bowels ot a volcano than after its emifiion, and having

betn expofed to the open air ? And may not miny of the giants caufeways,

already
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After this flight fketch of the

jnoit rcniarkablc ever.cs on V'eiu-

vius fince the \ear ly-'j, which I

flatter myfelf will not be unac-

ceptable, 33 it may ferve «'o connecl

wiiiit I am going to relate with

what has already been communi-
cated to the vScciety in my former

letter- on the lame fubjed, I come
to the account of the late eruption,

which affords indeed ample matter

for curious fpecuUtion.

As many poetical d fcriptions

of this eruption will not be want-

ing, I Ihall confine mine to fimple

matter of fad in plain prole, and

endeavour to convey to vou, Sir,

as clearly and as diltindliy as I am
able, what I faw myielf, and the

impreflion it made upon me at the

time, without aiming in the lead

at a flowery ftyle.

The ufual fymptoms of an ap-

proaching eruption, fuch as rum-
bling noiles and explolions witnin

the bowels of the volcano, a quan-
tity of fmoke iffuing with fo ce

from its crater, accompanied at

times with an emilfion of red-hot

fcorire and alhes, were manifell,

more or lefs, during the whole

month of July; and tow rds the

end of the month, thofe f\ mptoms
were increafed to fuch a degree as

to exhibit in the night-time the

molt beautiful fireworks that can

be imagined.

Thcfe kinds of throws of red-

hot fcoria; and other vqlcanic mat-
ter, which at night are fo bright

and luminous, appear in broad

day-light like lb many black fpots

in the midft of the white fmoke;
and it i this circumicance that oc-

C'lrions the vulgar and talfe fup-

polition, thac volcano? burn much
more violently at night than in the

day-time.

On Thurfday, the 5th of Au-
f;ult laft, about two o'clock in the

afternoon, I perceived from my
villa at Paufilipo, in the bay of
Naples, from v* hence I have a full

view of Vefuvius (which is jufi:

oppofite, and at the diftance of
about fix miles in a turecl line,

from it) that the volcano uas in a

molt violent agitation : a wriite

anf" fulphureous fmoke ilTued con-

tinually and inrpetuoiiily from its

crater, one puff impelling another,

and by an accumulation ot ihofe

clouds of fiTioke refembling hales

of the vvhitelt cotton, fuch a mafs

of them was foon piled over the

top of the volcano as exceeded the

height and fize of the mountiia
icl'elf at leaft four time-. In the

midft of this very white fmoke, an

immenle quantity of ftones, fcoriae,

:in(J aihe , were (hot up to a won-
derful height, certainly not iefs

than two thoufand feet- I could

alio perceive, by the h'lp of one
of Ramfden's moft excellent re-

fracti' g tele. copes, at time=, a
quantity ot liquid lava, feemingly

very weighty, juft heaved up high
enough to clear the rim of the

crater, and then take its courfe im-
petuoufly down the Iteep fide of
Vefuvius, oppofite to Somma,
Soon at;er a lava broke oui on the

fame fiJe frorn about the middle of

alrca'iv difcovered, be the niulei of volcanic mountains, whoie lighter and Iffs

folid parts may have been worn awiy by the hand ot time? Mr. l<aujeis ite St.

For.d, in his curious hook lately putilnhed, aiu) intitled, " Ret-her- hcs lur les

VoKains etaints du Vjvarais de Veiay," givts (p 286.) an example of bafalt

columns, that are placed deep within the crater ol an cxtinguiflud voicano.

the
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the conical part of the volcano,

and, having run with violence

Ibme hours, ceafed fuddeniy, jull

before it had arrived at the culti-

vated pares of the mountain above

Portici, near four miles from the

fpot where it iiTued.

During this day's eruption, as I

have been credibly infornjed fmce,

the heat was in:olerable at the

towns of Somma and Ottaiano ;

and was likewife fenfibly felt at

Palma and I.auro, which are much
farther from Vefuvius than the

former. Minute aOies, of a reddilh

hue, fell fo thick at Somma and
Ottaiano, that they darkened the

air in fuch a manner as thatobjecls

could not be diliirguifhed at the

fliftance of ten feet. Long fila-

ments of a vitrified matter, like

fpun glafs, were mixed and fell

with thefe afhes * ; and the ful-

phureous fmoke was fo violent,

that feveral birds in cages were

fufrocated, the leaves of the trees

in the neighbourhood of Somma
and Ottaiano were covered with

white falcs very corrofive. About
tivo o'clock in the afternoon, an

extraordinary globe oi fmoke, of a

very great diameter, was diftinftly

perceived, by many of the in-

habitants of Portici, to iffue from

the crater of Vefuvius, and proceed

hallily towards the mountain of

Somma, againll which it Ilruck

and difperfed itfelf, having left 3

train of white fmoke, marking the

courfe it had taken : this train I

perceived plainly from my villa,

as it lalled ibme minutes j but I

did not fee the globe itfelf.

A poor labourer, who was mak-
ing faggots on the mountain of

Somma, loft his life at this time

;

and his body not having been
found, it is fuppofed that, fufFor

cated by the fmoke, he muft hav«
fallen into the valley from the

craggy rocks on which he was at

work, and been covered by the

current of lava that took its courfe

through that valley foon after. Aa
afs, that was waiting for its mafter

in the valley, left it very judi-

cioully as foon as the mountain
became violent, and, arriving fafe

home, gave the firit alarm to thi§

poor man's family.

It was generally remarked, that

the explofions of the volcano were
attended with more noife during
this day's eruption than in any of
the fucceeding ones when, rooft

probably, the mouth of Vefuvius
was widened, and the volcanic

matter had a freer paflage. It is

certain, however, that the great

eruption of 1767 (which ip every

other refpeft was mild, when com-
pared to the late violent eruption)

Qccafioned much greater concuflions

in the air by its louder explofions.

* During ap erruption of the volcano in the iHe of Bourbon in 1766, fome

miles of country, at the diftance of fix leagues from that volcano, were covered

v.'ith a flexible, ca|)il]ary, vellow glafs, fomc of which were two or three feet

lons^, with I'lnall vitrous globules at a little diftance one from the othtr. Count
BiifFon /hewed ine fome of this capillary and flexible glafs, which is preferred in

the Koyal Muleuni at Paris, and which perteftly refenibles the filaments ot vi-

trified matter which fell at Ottaiano, ?nd jn other parts on the borders of Vefu-

vius during this en'prion. Sorrentino, in his Iltoiia del Vefuvio, publifhed at

Naples in 1734., likewife mentions vitrified matter, like herbs and Ihaw, being

found on the ground in the neighbourhood or Vefuvius, during an eruption 6i

that mountain in the year 1724.,

Friday,
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Friday, Auguft the 6th, the fer-

mentation in the mountain was

lefs violent ; but, about noon,

there was a loud report, at which

time it was fuppofed, that a por-

tion of the little mountain within

the crater had fallen in. At night

the throws fiom the crater in-

creafed, and proceeded evidently

from two feparate mouths, which

emitting red-hot fcoriae, and in

different diredlions, formed a moft

beautiful and aimoll continued fire-

work.
On Saturday, Auguft the 7th,

the volcano remained much in the

lame ftate; but, about twelve

o'clock at night, its fermentation

increafed greatly. The fecond

fever-fic of the mountain may be

faid to have manifeited itfelf ac

this time. I was watching its mo-
tions from the mole of Naples,

which has a full view of the vol-

cano, and had been witnefs to fe-

veral glorious picflurefque efFedls

produced by the reflection of the

deep red fire which ifFued from
the crater of Vefuvi us, and mount-
ed up in the midlt of the huge
clouds, when a fummer ftorm,

called here a tropea, came on
fuddenly, and blended its heavy
watery clouds with the fulphureous

and mineral ones, which were al-

ready like fo many other moun-
tains, piled over the fummit of the

volcano ; at this moment a foun-
tain of fire was fhot up to an in-

credible height, cafting fo bright
a light, that the fmallell objects

could be clearly diftinguidied at

any place within fix miles or more
of Vefuvius.

The black ftormy clouds pafiing

fwiftly over, and at times covering
the whole, or a part of the bricht

column of fire, at other times

clearing away, and giving a full

view of it, with the various tints

produced by its reverberated light

on the white clouds above, in con-
trait with the pale flafhes of forked
lightning that attended the tro-

peaf formed fuch a fcene as no
power of, art can ever exprefs.

That which followed the next
evening was furely much more for-

midable and alarming ; but this

was more beautiful and fublime
than even the moft lively imagina-
tion can paint to itfelf. This
great explofion did not laft above
eight or ten minutes, after which
Vefuvius was totally eclipfed by
the dark clouds, and there fell a
heavy Ihower of rain.

Some fcoriae and fmall ftones

fell at Ottaiano during this erup-
tion, and iome of a very great iize

in the valley between Vefuvius and
the Hermitage. All the inhabi-
tants of the towns at the foot of
the volcano were in the greateft.

alarm, and preparing to abandon
their houfes, had the eruption con-
tinued longer.

One of his Sicilian majefly's

game-keepers, who was out in the
fields near Ottaiano, whilll this

combined fiorm wa" at its height,
was greatly furprifed to find the
drops of rain fcald his face and
hands, which phenomenon was
probably occafioned by the clouds
having acquired a great degree of
heat in palj;ng through the above-
mentioned column of fire. The
King of Naples did me the honour
of informing me of this curious
circumftance.

Sunday, Auguft the 8th, Vefu-
vius was quiet till towards fix

o'clock in the evening, when a
great fmoke began to gather again
over its crater, and about an hour

after
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after a rumbling fubterraneous

noife was heard iu the neighbour-

hood of the volcano ; the ulual

throws of red hot llone? and icori.e

began, and increafed every iniianc.

Iwa-^ at this time at Paufilipo, in

the company of feveral of my coun-

trymcn, obferving with good telc-

fccpes the curious phenomena in

the crater of Veiuvius, which, vvith

fuch help, we could dilvinguiih as

well as it we had been actually

feated on the fummit of the vol-

cano, rhe crater Teemed much
enlarged by the violence of lalt

night's explofions, and the little

mounta'ni no longer exiiced. i'^boiit

nine o'clock there was a loud re-

port, which fhook the houfes of

Portici and its neighbourhood to

fuch a degree as to alarm their in-

habitants, and drive tl)em out into

the ftreet? ; and, as I have iince

feen, many windows were broken,

and walls cracked, by the con-

cuffion of the air from that explo-

fion, though faintly heard at Na-
ples.

In an inflant a fountain of li-

quid tranfparent fire began to rife,

and, gradually encreafmg, arrived

at fo amazing a height as to llriko

every one who beheld it with th-j

mofl: awful aftonilhment. 1 fliall

fcarcely be credited when I aiTure

you. Sir, that, to the bell of n;y

judgment, the height of this Itu-

fendous column of fire could not

be lefs than three times that of

Vefuvius itfeif, which, as y.ou

know, rifes perpendicularly near

^~oo feet above the level of the

lea *.

Puffs of fmoke, as black as Can
poflibly be imagined, fucceeded

one another hailily, and accom-
panied the red-hot iraniparent and
liquid lava, interrupting its fplen-

did brightnefs here and there by
patches of the darkell hue. Withia
thefe pufi^i of fmoke. at the very
moment of their emiffion from the

crater, 1 could perceive a bright,

but pale t ledrlca! fire, brifkly play-

ing aboutin zig-zag lines f.
The wind was S. W. ; and

though gentle, was fufHcient to

carry thefe detached clouds or puffs

of fmoke out of the column of fire ;

and a collection of them, by de-

grees,, formed a black and exten-

five curtain (if I may be allowed

the expreiiioii) behind it ; in other

parts of the fky ic was perfectly

clear, and the ilars were bright.

The fiery fountain, of lo gi-

gantic a fize, upon the dark ground
above mentioned, mace the moil

glorious contrail imaginable, and
the blaze of it reflected Itrongly on
the furface of the iea, which was
at that time pertedly fmooth, add-
ed greatly to this lublime view.

The liquid lava, mixed with

flones and fcoriaj, after having

mounted, I verily believe, at the

lead ten thoufand feet, was partly

directed by the wind towards Ot-
taiano, and partly falling almoit

perpendicularly, kill red-hot and

* Se tu fe' or !' ttoie, a cretier lento

do., ch'e lo diro, non fara mariiviglia ;

Che lo, cheTvidij ajjpena il mi coiiiento,

Dante inf. Cant, xxv. vfrfo 46.

•f 1 mention thiscircumftance to prove, that the ele(?lrical matter, lb manifeft

during this erup'ion, aftuaily proceeded from the bowels of the volcan", and

wus not aitraCled from a great height in the air, and conducltd into its cra'ter

by the vaft column of fmoke.

lic^uid.
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liquid, on Vefuvius, covered its

whole cone, part of that o^ the

mountain of Somma, and the val-

ley between them. The falling

itiatter being nearly as vivid and

inflamed as that which v.'as conti-

nually iJuing freHi from the cra-

ter, formed with it one complete

body of fire, which could not be

lefs than two miles and a half in

breadth, and of the extraordinary

height above-mentioned, carting a

heat to the dillance of at lealt fix

miles around it.

The brufh-wcod on the moun-
tain of Somma was foon in a blaze,

which flame being of a different

tint from the deep red of the mat-
ter thrown out of the volcano, and
from the filvery blue of the elec-

trical fire, ftill added to the con-

trail: of this molt extraordinary

fcene.

The black cloud increafing

greatly once bent towards Naples,

and feertied to threaten this fair

city with fpeedy dellrudion ; for

it was charged with eleftrical mat-
ter, which kept conftantly darting

about it in ftrong and bright zig-
zags, jull like thofe defcribed by
Pliny the younger in his letter

to Tacitus, and which accom-
panied the great eruption of Vefu-
vius that pro>'ed f.'talto his uncle*.

This volcanic lightning, however,
as I particularly remarked, very
rarely quitted the cloud, buc
ufually returned to the great co-
lumn of fire towards the crater of
the volcano from whence it origi-

nally camef . Once or twice, in-

deed, I faw this lightning (or fe-
rilli, as it is called here) fall cii

the top of Somma, and fet fire to

fomedry grafs and bufhesj.

Fortunately for us, the wind in-

creafing from the S. W. quarter,

carried back the threatening cloud

jull as it had reached the city, and
began to occafion great alarm.

All public diverfions ceafed in an
inltant, and the theatres being
(hut, the doors of the churches

were thrown open. Numerous
proceflions were formed in the
Greets, and women and children

with dilhevelled heads filled the

* '* Ab altero latere, niibes atra^t horrenda, ignei fpiritus tortis vibratifqye

^ifciiriibus riipta, in longas flammarum figuras dehifcebat j fulgoribus iibs

et liitiiies et majores." Pliii. Kpilt,

t Soi ientino mentions the like obferaation. which he made during an ejfup-
tion of Veluvius in 1707, when the lame kind of black cloud bent over Naples-;
thelcare iiis words: " Allet)iei9. tuiti i cittadini nelle o.'cure tentbre fi tro-
" vaiono in mezzo (lelle Saetle, delle quali, alcune veUeanfi ufcir dalla fornace
*' del Vefuvio, e Iccricie fino al capo di Paiifi'.ipo, d'onde non palTandD piij

" itunzi fiior la nuvola delle ccneri, o divertirfi ahronde, indictro per I'ifteffa

" linea tornarono a fcopiar fu la fornr.ce, ondcufcirono : qual moto reuogrado
•' mai hopotiito intendere."

X Some time after the eruption had ceal'ed, the air continued greatly i mprecj-
natgd with eleililrical matter. Tlie Duke of Cotrofiano, a Ncapoliftn nobleman
(who, from his li'.perior knowledge in cxpeiimtntal philolbpiiy and mechanics,
does honour to his country) tol.l me, that having, tbout half an hour alter the
gioat eruption had cealed, htUl a Lcyden bottle, armed with a pointed wire, out
of his window at Nrtpl^f, it loon became confidernbl'y charged. While the ;iu;i»

tion \v?s in loice, iis appearance was too alarming to allow one to think ot luch
experinients.

5 air
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air with their cries, infilling loudly

upon the relics of St. Januarins

being immediately cppofed to the

fury of the mountain : in fhort,

the populace of this great city be-

tran to uilplay its ufual extravagant

mixture of riot and bigotry ; and

if fome fpeedy and well-timed pre-

cautions had not been taken, Na-

ples would, perhaps, have been in

more danger of buffering from the

irregularities of its lower clafs of

inhabitants than from the angry

volcano.

But to return to my fubjeft ;

after the column of fire had con-

tinued in full force near half an

hour, the eruption ceafed all at

once, and Veluvius remained fal-

len and fiient. After the dazzling

light of the fiery fountain*, all

feeraed dark and difmal except the

cone of Vefuvius, which was co-

vered with glowing cinders ahd

iconse, from under whieh, at times,

here and there, fmall llreams of

liquid lava had efcaped, and rol-

led down the ileep fides of the vol-

cano. This fcene put me in mind

of Martial's defcription of Etna;

Cunfta jacent flammisj &, tiuti mcifa fa-

vi.U.

In the parts of Naple? nearcil

Vefuvius, whiltt the eruption lall-

ed, a mixed fmell, like that of

falphur, with the vapours of an

iron-foundery, was fenfible; but

Dearer to the mountain that fmell

was very offenfive, as I have often

found it in my vifits to Vefuvius

during an eruption.

Thus, fir, have I endeavoured
to convey to you at leaft a faint

idea of a fcene fo glorious and fu-

blime as, perhaps, may hav6 ne-

ver before been viewed by human
eyes, at leall in fuch perfeflion.

1 am fenfible, from the traces of
them I have obfervcd in the vol-

canic ftrata, which compofe the

greateft part of this country, that

there have been many more con-
fiderable eruptions than the one
jult dcfcribed

; yet, moll; probably,
thofe very violent eruptions mull:

either have been attended with
earthquakes, and other fuch alarm-

ing circumiiances, as to make the

beholders lefs attentive to the

beauty of the fcenes fuch pheno-
mena ofl^^ered than to cheir own
fafety 5 or clouds of fmoke and
afhes, as is ufually the cafe in all

great eruptions, mult have fo far

obfcured the volcano, as to exhi-

bit only a confufed mafs of fire and
fmoke.

Whillt we had been enjoyinar

the extraordinary fight of this gi-

gantic fountain of liquid fire ia

pericffl fafety, the unfortunate in-

habitants of the other fide of the

mountain of Somma, particularly

at Ottaianoand Caccia-bella, were
involved ir. that dark and footy

cloud which formed fo proper n

background to our bright picture,

and were pelted with itones and
fcoria; of lava; but I (hall pre-

fently give you a particular de-

fcription of their truly di(tref^ful

fituations, jut as 1 had it from

many of the poor fufferers them-

, • The light difFiifed bv this huge column of fire was fo ftrong, that the moft

minute olijecls coviidbe dii'cerned clea)!y within the compafs ot ttii miles or more

round th? mounraiu. Mr. Morris, an Englilh gentleman, told me, that at

Spriento, which is twelve miless from Veluvius, he read the title page of a book

by that volcanic light.

ftlves.
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felves, when I vlfited that part of

the country a few days after this

eruption.

Monday, Aug. 9, about nine

o'clock in the morning, the fourth

fever-fit of the moiJntain began to

jTianifefl itfelf by the ufual lymp-

toms, fucli as a fubterraneous boil-

ing noife, violent explofions of in-

ilamed matter from the crater of

the volcano, accompanied with

fmoke and afhes, which fymptoms
cncreafed every infiant. The fmoke
was of two forts ; the one as white

as fncw, and the other as black as

jet.

The white, as defcribed m the

former part of this journal, rolled

gently mafs over mafs, refembling

bales of the f ftell cotton ; and the

black,' compofed of fcori^e and mi-

nute alhes, fliot up with force in the

midft of the white fmoke, which,
from the minerals, was alfo fome-
times tinged with yellow, blue,

and green. Prefently fuch a tre-

mendous mafs of thefe accumulated
clouds flood over Vefuvius as feem-
td to threaten Naples again, and
aftually made the mountain itfelf

appear a mole-hill.

This day's eruption was fimilar

to that of Thurfday laft, but many
degrees more violent. Somellones,
thrown near as high as thofe of
laft night, fell on the mountain
of Somma, and fet fire to the

brufh-wood with which it is co-

vered ; but there being little wind,
and that wederly, the volcanic

matter rofe and fell in a more per-
pendicular dlredlion, and Ottaiano
did not fuffcr by this day's erup-
tion ; but moft of the inhabitants

of the towns on the borders of Ve-
fuvius fled to Naples, alarmed by
the tremendous clouds, and ths
loud e.vplofions.

VoL.XXlU.

We remarked, that feveral vtry

large flones, after having mounted
to an immenfe height, formed a
parabola, leaving behind them d
trace of white fmoke that marked
their courfe : feme buril in the air

exadlly like bombs, and othen fell

into the valley between Somma
and Vefuvius without burfling

;

others again burft into a thoufand

pieces foon after their emiilicn from

the crater: they might very pro-

perly be called volcanic bombs.

In the fmoke ilTuing from the

crater of Vefuvius, we often- re-

marked a fudden brilk and qui-

vering motion, which feenied to

communicate itfelf inflantaneoufly

from one cloud to another, and
fometime^ affeded thofe that were

very high in the great mafs above

the volcano. Though I could not

difcern any eledrical fire, yet I

make no doubt, but that the eft'eft

above-mentioned was occafioned by
it, and would have been vifible in

the night-time.

Upon the whole, this day's erup-

tion was very alarming : until the

lava broke out about two o'clock,

and ran three miles between the

two mountains, we were in conti-

nual apprehenfion of fome fatal

event. It continued to run about

three hours, ' during which time

every other fymptoai of the moun-
tain-fever gradually abated, and
at fcven o'clock at night all was
calm.

It was univerfally remarked, that

the air this night, for many hours

after the eruption, was filled with,

meteors, fuch as are vulgarly called

falling liar: ; they tho^ generally

in a horizontal diredion, leaving

a luminous trace behind them, hut

which quickly difappeared. The
night was remarkably finr, rtar-

G liht,
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lip'ht, and without a cloud. This
kind of eledtrical fire feemed to be

harinlefs, and never to reach the

ground ; whereas that with which
the black volcanic cloud of lafl

night was pregnant appeared mif-

chievous, like the lightning that

attends a fevere thunder llorm, as

we (hould undoubtedly have ex-

perienced had the eruption conti-

nued longer, and the cloud fpread

over Naples. The fame kind of

lightning proved fatal to feveral

people, and did great damage with-

in the fpace of many miles round
Vefuvius during its great eruption

of 1631, as is mentioned in one of

my former letters on this fubjeft.

During this day's eruption, the

relics of St. Januarius were carried

in prccefiion, and expofed to the

furious mountain from the bridge

of the Maddalena, amidft a prodi-

gious concourfe of people, who are

at this moment well convinced,

that to this ceremony alone Naples

may attribute its happy efcape.

It was from t'.eir Sicilian ma-
jefties palace at Paufilipo that I

made my obfervations on this

day's eruption, and in the pre-

fence of their majefties, who had
been pleafed to fend for me in the

morning, as foon as the volcano

became turbulent.

Tuefday, Auguft lo, Vefuvius

was quiet.

Wednefday, Aug. ii, about fix

o'clock in the morning, the fifth

and lall fever-fit of the mountain
came on, and gradually encreafed.

About twelve o'clock, it was at its

height *, and very violent indeed.

the explofions being louder tha»

thofe that attended the former

eruptions : we could not judge of

the height of the vollies of flones

and fcoriae, as fome rainy clouds

were blended with the volcanic

ones, and hid the upper part of

the cone and crater of Vefuvius

from our view.

The fame mountains of white

cotton-like clouds, piled one over

another, rofe to fuch an extraor-

dinary height, and formed fuch a

cololTal mafs over Vefuvius, as

cannot polfibly be defcribed, or

fcarcely imagined. It may have

been from a fcene of this kind,

that the ancient poets took their

ideas of the giants waging war

with Jupiter.

About five o'clock in the even-

ing the eruption ceafed, fome raia

having fallen this day, which hav-

ing been greatly impregnated with

the corrofive falts of the volcano,

did much damage to the vines in

its neighbourhood.

Thurfday and Friday, Aug. 12

and 13, Vefuvius continued to

fmoke confiderably, and at times

flight explofions were heard, like

cannon at a great diftance ; but

there have been no more throws

from its crater, nor any ftreams of
lava from its flanks, fince Wed-
nefday laft.

On Saturday, Aug. 15, I went,

accompanied by Count Lamberg,
the imperial minifter at this court,

to vifit Ottaiano and Caccia-bella,

the diftrift which had been moll

feverely treated by the heavy and

deftrudtive ftiower of volcanic mat-

* It has been remarked by the oldeft people in the neighbourhood of Vefu-

vius, that in its eruptions the volcano is fubjeft to a crifis at noon and mid-
right ; and indeed, from my own obfcrvation, I believe tljat remark to be well

founded.
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ter from the crater of Vefuvius lafl:

Sunday night.

Soon after having pafled the

town of Somma, we began to per-

ceive that the heat of the fiery

ihower which had fallen in its

neighbourhood had affefted the

leaves of the trees and vines, which
we found ftill more parched and

Ihrivelled in proportion as we ap-

proached the town of Ottaiano,

which may be about three miles

from Somma, At about the dif-

tance of a mile from Somma, we
began to perceive frefh cinders or

fcoria; of lava, thinly fcattered on
the road and in the fields. Every
ftep we advanced we found them
of a larger dimenfion, and in

greater abundance. At thedillance

of a mile and a half from Ottaiano,

the foil was totally covered by
them, and the leaves and fruit

were either entirely ftripped from
the trees, or remained thinly on
them, (hrivelled and dried up by

the intenfe heat of the volcanic

Jhower.

After having pafled through the

moft fertile country, abounding
with trees loaded with fruits of

every kind, and the moft luxuriant

vegetation, through gay villages

crowded with chearful inhabitants,

to come at once to fuch a icene of
defolation and mifery, affording to

our view nothing but heaps of
black cinders and a(hes, blafted

trees, ruined houfes, with a few
of their fcattered inhabitants juft

returned with ghaftly, difmayed
countenances, to furvey the ha-
vock done to their tenements and
habitations, and from which they
themfelves had with much difficulty

efcaped alive on Sunday la'l, was
fuch a melancholy fcene, as can
neither be defcribed or forgotten.

We found the roof of his Sicilian

majedy's fporting feat at Caccia-
bella much damaged by the fall of
large Hones and heavy fcoria;, fome
ofwhich, after having been broken
by their fall through the roof, ftill

weighed upwards of thirty pounds.
This place, in a direct line, can-
not be lefs than four miles from the

crater of Vefuvius.

The moft authentic accounts
have been received of the fall of
fmall volcanic ftones and cinders

(fomeofwhich weighed twoounces)
at Benevento, Foggia, and Monte
Mileto, upwards of thirty miles

from Vefuvius* ; but what is moft
extraordinary (as there was but lit-

tle wind during the eruption of the

eighth of Auguft) minute alhes

fell thick that very night upon
the town of Manfredonia, which is

at the diftance of an hundred miies

from Vefuvius f

.

* The Prince of Mrnte M!leto told me, that his fon, the Duke of Popoli,

who was at Monte Mileto the 8tii of Auguft, had been alarmed by the (hovver

of cinders that fell there, fome of which he had fent to Naples, weighing two
ounces ; and that ftones of an ounce had fallen upon an eltate of his ten miles
farther off". Monte Miltto is about thirty miles from the volcano.

f The Abbe Galini, well known in the literary world, told me, that his

fifter, a nun in a Convent at Manfredonia, had wrote to enquire after hirn^

imagining that Naples muft have been dellroycd, when they, at fo gre.it a dif-

tance, had been fo much alarmed by a (hower of minute alhes, which fell on
that city at eleven o'clock at night, Aug. 8, as to open all the churches, and
go to prayers. As. the great eruption happened at nine o'clock at night, :h«

aflies muft have travelled an hundred miles withiji the Ihort Ipacc of two hours;

G 2 Theff
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Tliefe fafls feem to confirm the

extreme fuppofed height of the co-

lumn of fire that illued from the

crater of Vefuvius lull Sunday
right, and are greatly in fupport

of what we find recorded in the

hiftory of Vefuvius with refpefl to

the fall 'of its afhes at an amazing
dillance, and in a fhort fpace of

time, during its violent eruptions.

We proceeded from Caccia-bella

to Otraiano, which is a mile nearer

to Vefuvius, and is reckoned to

contain twelve thoufand inhabi-

tants. Nothing could be more
difmal than the fight of this town,

unroofed, half buried under black

fcoriae and aihes ; all the windows
towards the mountain broken, and

fome of the houfes themfelves

burnt ; the ftreets choaked up with

thefe afiies (in fome that were nar-

row, the ftratiim was not lefs

than four feet thick) ; and a few of

the inh^itants jull returned were

em.ployed in clearing them away,

and piling up the aihes in hillocks

to get at their ruined houfes.

Others were afl'embled in little

groups, enquiring after their friends

and neighbours, relating each

other's woes, croffing themfelves,

and lifting up their eyes to Heaven
when they mentioned their mira-

culous efcapes. Some Monks, who
were in their convent during the

whole of the horrid fhower, gave

us the following particulars, v/hich

they related v;ith folemnity and

precifion.

The mountain of Somma, at the

foot of which Ottaiano is fituated,

hides Vefuvius from its fight, fo

that till the eruption became con-

fidcrable, it was not vifible to

them. On Sunday night, when
the noife encreafed, and the fire

began to appear above the moun-
tain of Somma, many of the inha-

bitants of this town flew to the

churches, and others were prepar-

ing to quit the town, when a iud-

den violent report was heard ; fooa

after which they found themfelves

involved in a thick cloud of fmoke
and minute a(hes : a horrid clafli-

ing noife was heard in the air, and
prefently fell a deluge of (tones

and large fcoriie, fome of which
fcorias were of the diameter of

feven or eight feet, and muft have
weighed more than an hundred
pounds before they were broken by
their fall, as fome of the frag-

ments of them, which I picked up
in the ftreets, ftill weighed upwards
of fixty pounds. When thefe large

vitrified mafl"es either flruck againft

one another in the air, or fell on
the ground, they broke in many
pieces, and covered a large fpace

around them with vivid fparks of
fire, which communicated their

heat to every thing that was com-
bullible *. In an inftant the town
and country about it was on fire in

many parts ; for in the vineyards

there were feveral flraw huts, which
had been eredted for the watchmen
of the grapes, all of which were
burnt. A great magazine of wood
in the heart of the town was all in

a blaze, and, had there been much
wind, the flames mull have fpread

univerfally, and all the inhabi-

tants would have infallibly been

* Thefe mafles were formed of the liquid lava, the exterior parts of which

had become black and porous by cooling in the long traverTe they had made
through the air, whilil the interior parts, lefs txpofed, retained an extreme heat,

and were peife^Uy red,

burnt
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burnt in their hsufes, for it was

impoflible for them to Itir out.

Some who attempted it with pil-

lows, tables, chairs, the tops of

wine cafks, &c. on their heads,

were either knocked down, or

foon driven back to their clofe

quarters under arches, and in the

cellars of their houfes. Many were

wounded, but only two perfons

have died of the wounds they re-

ceived from this dreadful volcanic

Ihower. To add to the horror of

the fcene, incefl'ant volcanic light-

ning was whiOcing about the black

cloud that furrounded them, and

the fulphureous fmell and heat

would fcarcely allow them to draw
their breath.

In this miferable and alarming

fituation they remained about

twenty-five minutes, when the vol-

canic ftorm ceafed all at once, and

the frightened inhabitants of Ot-
taiano, apprehending a frelh at-

tack from the turbulent mountain,

hallily quitted the country, after

having depofited the fick and bed-

ridden, at their own deiire, in the

churches.

Had the eruption lafted an hour

longer, Ottaiano muft have re-

mained exadly in the ftate of Pom-
peia, which was buried under the

afties of Vefuvius jull 1700 years

ago, with moil of its inhabitants,

whofe bones are to this day fre-

quently found under arches and in

the cellars of the houfes of that an-

cient city.

We were told of many miracles

that had been wrought by the

images of faints at this place dur-

ing the late difaller; but, as they

are quite foreign to my purpofc, I

]hall, as ufual, pafs them over in

iilence.

The palace of the Prince of Ot-

taiano is fituated on an eminence
above the town, and nearer the

mountain: the fteps leading up to

it, being deeply covered with vol-

canic matter, refembled the cone

of Vefuvius, and the white marble
ftatues on the baluilrade made a

fingular appearance peeping from
under the black afhes, which had
entirely covered both the balu-

ilrade and their pedeftals. The
roof of the palace was totally de-

llroyed, and the windows were

broken ; but the houfe itfelf, being

ftrongly built, had not futFered

much.
We had an opportunity of feeing

here exactly the quality of the

dreadful fhower, as the volcanic

matter which broke through tbe

roof of the palace, and fell into tiie

garrets, on the balconies and in the

courts, had not been removed. It

was compofed of the fconae of

frefh lava much vitrilied, great and

fmall, mixed with fragments of

ancient folid lavas of diiferent

forts : many pieces were enveloped

by the new hva, which formed a

cruft about them ; and others were
only flighcly varnilhed by the frefh

lava. Thefe kind of ilones being

very compact, and fome weighing

eight or ten pounds, mull have

fallen with greater force than th«

heavier fcoriae, which were very

porous, and had the great furface

above-mentioned.

The palace of Ottaiano is built

on a thick ftratum of ancient

lava, which ran from the mountain
of ^omma when in its adive vol-

canic ftate. Under this llratum

we were fhewn three grottoes, from

which ifTues a conltant extreme

cold wind, and at times with im-

petuofjty, and a noife like water

dafiiing upon rocks. They are

G 3
fiiut
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ihut up with doors like cellars, and

are made ul'e of as fuch, as alfo to

keep provifions frefh and to cool

liquors. I had never feen thefe

Merita oil before. In my letter to

Dr. Maty, upon the nature of the

foil round Naples, I have mention-

ed others of the fame kind that I

had met with on Vesuvius, Etna,

and in the ifland of Ifchia*.

We obferved, that the trafl of

'country completely covered with a

ftratum of the volcanic matter

above mentioned was about two

miles and a half broad, and as

much in length, in which fpace

the vines and fruit-trees were to-

tally ftript of their leavesand fruit,

and had the appearance of being

quite burnt up ; but, to my great

furprize, having vifited that coun-

try again two days ago, I faw

thofe very trees, which were apple,

pear, peach, and apricot, in blof-

fom again, and fome with the fruit

already formed, and of the fize of

hazle nuts. The vines there had

alfo put forth frefh leaves, and

were in bloom. Many foxes,

hares, and other game, were de-

ftroyed by the fiery Ihower in the

diftrift of Somma and Ottaia-

no f.

His Sicilian majtfty,whofegcod-

jicfs of heart inclines him on all

occafions to fhew his benevolence

and affift the unfortunate, has or-

dered a confiderable fum of money
to be diilributed among the un-
happy fufTerers of Ottaiano and its

neij;hbourhood.

On the 18th of September I

went upon Mount Vefuvius, ac-

companied by Lord Herbert and
my ufual guide. We could not
pofiibly reach its crater, being co-

vered with a thick fmoke, too ful-

phureous and ofi'enfive to be en-
countered ; neither would it have
been prudent to have ventured up,
had there not been that impedi-
ment, as it was evident, from the

loud reports we heard from time to

time, that there exifted ilill a great

fermentation within the bowels of
the volcano. We therefore con-
tented ourfelves with examining the

effefts of the late extraordinary

eruption on its cone, and in the

valley between it and the mountain
of Somma.
The conical part of Vefuvius is

now covered with fragments of
lava and fcoricc, which makes the

afcent much more difficult and
troublefome than when it was only
covered with minute afhes. The
particularity of this laft eruption

was, that the lava which ufually

ran out of the flanks of the vol-

cano, forming cafcades, rivers, and
rivulets of liquid fire, was now
chiefly thrown up from its crater

in the form of a gigantic fountain

* At Cefi, in the Roman State, towards the Adriatic, there are many fuch

veniaroli; and the inhabitants of that town, by means of leaden pipes, conduct

tiie frefh air from them into the very rooms of their houfes, fo that by turning a

cock they can cool them to any degree. Some who have refined (till more upon
this luxuiy, by fmallcr pipes, bring this cold air under the dining table, fo as to

cool the bottle of liquor upon it.

\ Having had the honour of being on a fliooting party lately with the King of

Naples, at the foot of Vefuvius and Soinma, fevcral dead hares were found, and

•we killed others whofe backs were quite bare, the fur having been fmged off of

them by the hot aftics.

•f
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©f fire *, which falling ftill in fome

degree of fufion, has, in a man-
ner, cafed up the conical part of

Vefuvius with a llratum of hard

fcori^ : on the fide next the moun-
tain of Somma, that ftratum is

furely more than one hundred feet

thick, forming a high ridge. The
valley between Vefuvius and Som-
ma has received fuch a prodigious

quantity of lava and other volcanic

matter during this laft eruption,

that it is raifed, as is imagined,

two hundred and fifty feet or

more. Three fuch eruptions as

the laft would completely fill up
the valley, and, by uniting Ve-
fuvius and Somma, form them into

one mountain, as they moil proba-

bly were before the great eruption

in the reign of Ticus. In fhort, I

found the whole face of Vefuvius

changed. Thofe curious channels,

in which the lava ran in the month
of May laft, are all buried. The
volcano appears to have likawife

encreafed in height ; the form of
the crater is changed, a great

piece of its rim towards Somma
being wanting ; and en the fide

towards the fea it is alfo broken.
There are fome very large cracks
towards the point of the cone of
the volcano, which makes it pro-

bable, that more of the borders of

the crater will fall in. The ridge

of frefli volcanic matter on the

cone of Vefuvius towards Somm.a,
and the thick ftratum in the

valley, are likewife fuli of cracks,

from which there ifiues a conftant

fulphureous fmoke that tinges them
and the circumjacent fcorise and
cinders with a deep yellow, or

* Sorrentino mentions, in his Iftoria del Vefuvio, that the volcano in 1674
vented itlelf in the like manner : " Non a torrenti modo mando fuori le Tiie

vifcere, ma tntti in aria nienolla." Such wonderful, violent, and fiidden emil-
fions of liquid lava muft have been occafioned by fome accidental and extraor-

dinary caule i and I was inclined to think, that a fudden communication of wa-
ter with the lava in fufion might be the occafion of fuch a phsnomenon, parti-

cularly as we know that pools of rain-water have l^een found formerly in ca-
verns within the bowels of Vefuvius ; and that a river, fuppofed to be that an-
ciently called Diaco, and which was buried by an ancient eruption, burlt out
fome years ago with inch force, from untkr a Jlratum of lava at Torre del Gre-
co, as to be fufficient to turn mills there ; but a late curious experiment, men-
tioned by Monf. de Faujas, in his Recherches fur les Volcans eteints, p. 176,
ftems to contradi6l my fuppofition ; and that water introduced to the furnace of
a volcano, finding there a more rarefied air, would not produce an explofion.

Monf, Deflaudes, Direilor of the Royal Manufaflure of Looking-glals at St.

Gobin, made the following experiment in 1768, in the prefcnce ot the Duke de
la Rochfoucaulr, Monf. de Faujas, and others. He poured fome water upon a
quantity of glafs in fufion, and which had been in that ftate in the crucible for

twelve hours. The water did not cccafion the leaft fermentation ; but, on the

contrary, rolled upon its furface, without even producing any finoke ; and af-

ter having become feemingly red-hot, like the metal in fufion, difappearcd in

about three minutes, without having occafioned the leaft explofion. If the great

emiflions of lava above-mentioned were not then occafioned by water mixing with
the lava, may not they have been produced by violent (ubterraneous exhalations

having forced their way into the cauldron of the volcano (if I may be alloweil

the exprefllon) replete with matter in fufion, and blown its whole contents, with

whatever oppofed its palfuge, at once into the air ?

G4. fome-
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Ibmetimes a white tint. Thefe laft-

jnentioned cracks, though deep,
do not, as I apprehend, pafs the

ftratum formed by the lali erup-
tion, and which, from its extreme
thicknefs, particularly in the val-

ley, will probably retain a great

degree of heat for fome years to

come, as did a thick, flratum of
Java that ran into \.\it fcffe grand

e

in the year 1767.
The number and fize of the

fiones, or, more properly fpeak'

ing, of the fragments of lava which
have been thrown out of the vol-

cano in the courfe of the lad erup-

tion, and which lie fcattered thick

on the cone of Vefuvius, and at

the foot of it, is really incredible.

The largeft we meafured was in

circumference no lefs than one
hundred and eight Englifh feet,

and feventeen feet high. It is a

folid block, and is much vitrified :

in fome parts of it there are large

pieces of pure glafs, of a brown
yellow colour, j;ke that of which
our common bottles are made, and
throughout its pores feem to be

iilled with perfed vitrifications cf

the fame fort. The fpot where
it alighted is plainly marked by a

deep imprefiion almoft at the foot

of the cone of the volcano, and it

took three bounds before it fettled,

as is plainly perceived by the

marks it has left on the ground,

and by the flones which it has

pounded to atoms under its prodi-

gious weight. When we confider

the enormous fize and weight of
fuch a folid mafs, thrown at leaft

a quarter of a mile clear of the

mouth of the volcano, we can
but admire the wonderful powers

of nature, of which, being fo very

feldom within the reach of human
infpeftion, we are in general too

apt to judge upon much too fmall

a fcale.

Another folid block of ancient

lava, fixty-fix feet in circumference,

and nineteen feet high, being

nearly of a fpherical "fhape, was
thrown out at the fame time, and
lies near the former. This ftone,

which has the marks of having

been rounded, nay, almoft polifh-

ed, by continual rolling in tor-

rents, or on the fea-(hore, and
which yet has been fo undoubtedly

thrown out cf the volcano, may
be the fubj^dt cf curious fpecula-

tions *. Another block of folid

lava that was thrown much farther,

and lies in the valley between the

cone of Vefuvius and the Hermi-
tage, is fixteen feet high, and
ninety-two feet in circumference,

though it plainly appears, by the

large fragments that lie round,

and were detached from it by the-

fliock of its fall, that it muit have

been twice as confiderable when in

the air.

There are thoufands of very

large fragments of difi^erent fpe-

cies of ancient and modern lavas,

that lie fcattered by the late explo-

fions on the cone of Vefuvius, and

in the vailies at its foot ; but thefe

three were the largeft of thofe we
meafured f

.

We

* Or may rot this ftone be a fpherical volcanic bafalt, fuch as one of forty-

five feet in circumference, dei'cribcd by Monl. Faujas de St. Fond, in p. 155 of

his curious book on the fubjeft of extinguiflicd vulcanos ?

f-
We meafured two other ftones in the valley between Somma and Vefuvius j

the one v/as twenty-two feet and a half long, thirteen feet and a half bror>d> and
ten
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We found alfo many fragments

©f thofe volcanic bombs that burft

an the air, as mentioned in the

former part of this journal ; and

fome entire, having fallen to the

ground without burfting. The
frelh red-hot and liquid lava hav-

ing been thrown up with number-
lels fragments of ancient lavas, the

latter were of:en clofely enveloped

by the former; and probably when
fuch fragments of iava were po-

rous and full of air bubbles, as is

often the cafe, the extreme out-

ward heat fuddenly rarefying the

confined air, caufed an explofion.

When thefc fragments were of a

more compafl lava they did not

explode, but were fimply enclofed

by the frefh lava, and acquired a

fpherical form by whirling in the

£ir, or rolling down the lleep fides

of the volcano.

The fhell or outward coat of the

bombs that burft, and of which we
found feveral pieces, was always

compofed of frefh lava, in which
many fplinters of the more ancient

lava that had been enclofed are

feen iHcklng. I was muchpleafed
with this difcovery, having been
greatly puzzled for an explanation

of this volcanic operation, which
was new to me, and which was
very frequent during the eruption

of the gxh of Augnlt,

The phenomenon of the natural

fpun-glafs which fell at Ottaiano
with the afhes on the 5th of Au-
guft, was likewife clearly explain-

ed to me here. I have already

mentioned, chat the lava thrown
up by this eruption was in general

more pcrfeftly vitrified than that

of any former eruption, which ap-

peared plainly upon a nearer ex-

amination of the fragments of frefh

lava, the pores of which we geue-
rally found full of a pure vitrifica-

tion, and the fcorias themfelves,
upon a clofe examination with a
magnifying glafs, appeared like a
confufed heap of filaments, of a
foul vitrification. When a piece

of the folid frefh lava had beea
cracked in its fall without f.parat-

ing entirely, we always faw capil-

lary fibres of perfeft glafs, reach-

ing from fide to fide within the

cracks. If I may be allowed a

mean comparifon, which, however,
conveys the idea of what I wilh to

explain better than any other I can
think of, this lava refembled a
rich Parmefan cheefe, which, when
broken and gently feparated, fpins

out tranfp:irent filaments from the

little cells that contained the clam-
my liquor of which thofe filaments

were compofed. The natural fpun-
glafs then that fell at Ottaiano
during this eruption, as well as

that which fell in the ifle of Bour-
bon in the year 1766, muft have
been formed mod probably by the

operation of fuch a fort of lava

as has been juft defcribed, crack-

ing and feparating in the air at

the time of its ^emiffion from
the craters of the volcanos, and
by that means fpinning out the
pure vitrified matter from its pores
or cells, the wind at the fame
time carrying ofFthofe filaments of
glafs as fait as they were pro-
duced.

1 obferved flicking to fome very

large fragments of the new lava,

which were of a clofe grain, fome
pieces of a fubllance, whofe ttx-

ture very much refembled that of a

true pumice-rtone ; and upon a

Ten feet high
J the other eleven feet and a half hi-h, and feventy-two feet in

circumference.

clore
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clofe examination, and having fe-

parated them from the lava, I per-

ceived that this lubllance had adlu-

ally been forced out of the minute
pores of the folid ilone itfelf, and
was a colleclion of fine vitreous

£bres or filaments, confounded to-

gether at the time of their being

preffed out by the contradlion of

the large fragments of lava in

cooling, and which had bent down-
wards by their own weight. This

curioas fubllance has the lightnefs

of a pumice, and refeinbles it in

every refpecl, except being of a

darker colour.

When the pores of the frefh folid

lava were large and filled with pure

•ritrified matter, we found that

matter fometimes blown into bub-
tles on its furface, I fuppofe by

the air which had been forced out

St the time the lava contraded it-

felf in cooling : thofe bubbles be-

ing thin, (hewed that this volcanic

glafs has the kind of tranfparency

cf our common glafs bottles, and

IS like them of a dirty yellow co-

lour. I detached with a hammer
iome large pieces of this kind of

glafs, as big as my fill, which ad-

iiered to, and v/as incorporated

with, fome of the larger fragments

ef lava, and, though of the fame

idnd, [from their thicknefs they

appeared perfectly black, and were

opaque.
Another particularity is remark-

able in the lava of this eruption :

many detached pieces of it are in

the fiiape of a barley-corn, or of a

plumb-ftone, fmall at each end,

and thick in the middle. We
picked up feveral, and faw many
jBore which were too heavy for us

to carry off, for they mull: have

weighed more than fixty pounds;

SoiRC of the fmaller ones did noc

weigh sn ounce. I fuppofe them
to be drops from the liquid foun-

tain of fire of the 8th of Auguft,

which might very naturally acquire

fuch a form in their fall; but the

peafants in the neighbourhood of
Vefuvius are well convinced that

they are the thunder- bolts that fell

with the volcanic lightning.

We found many of the volcanic

bombs, or, properly fpeaking,

round balls of frefh lava, large

and fmall ; all of which have a
nucleus, compofed of a fragment
of more ancient and folid lava.

There were alfo fome other cu-

rious vitrifications, very different

from any I had ever feen before,

mixed with the late fallen fnovver

of hugeyror/^ and maffes of lava.

Though I have endeavoured to

be as particular andclear as poffible

in the defcription I have given of

the curious fubilances produced by
the late eruption of Vefuvius, yet,

as fpecimens of thofe fubftances

will explain more at one fight

than I can pretend to do by whole
pages in writing, I (hall not fail

to fend you, by the fir it favourable

opportunity, a collection of them,

which I have fet apart for that

purpofe, particularly as I flatter

inyfelf they may ferve to give fome
light into a hitherto obfcure fub-

jeft : I mean, the nature and man-
ner of the formation of pumice-
ftones.

Vefuvius continues to fmoke
confiderably, and we had a flight

(hock of an earthquake yefterday ;

fo that I do not think, notwith-

ftanding the late eruptions having

been fo very confiderable, that the

volcano has vented itfelf fo fufii-

ciently as to remain long quiet.

1 murt now. Sir, beg your par-

don if I have trefpafled coo much
upoa
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upon your time : I meant to be

ihort, clear, and explicit ; and if,

by aiming at the two latter, I have

failed in the former, I hope I (hall

be excufed, and that you will pleafe

to take the will for the deed.

I am, &c.

Relation of the recent Eruption of
Mount -^tna.

TOWARDS the end of

January, many reiterated

fliocks of an earthquake were felt

in different parts of Sicily ; and

from that time it was obferved,

that ^tna emitted a thick fmoke
from its center, which extended

commonly to the eaft. A new
eminence was next obferved on

the wellern fide of the mountain,

vifible at the diftance of more than

50 miles, the certain fign of a lo-

cal explofion.

The 28th of March and the 8th

of April, the earthquakes were felt

with more violence, in direftion

from norch to fouth, and the fmoke
of the volcano augmented con-

fiderably; inRmuch that, on the

28th of April, it was perceived to

rife from the crater in the form of

a ftraight and lofty pine, its head

loft in the clouds, and calling out

fmall fragments of a bituminous

pumice-llone to the circumference

of more than twenty miles. This

continued till the 17th of May,
when the fmoke fuddenly ceafcd.

The iSth of May, towards noon,

a violent fhock with aiubterraneous

trembling was heard on the moun-
tain, and at fix in the evening a

mouth appeared at the foot of

an ancient extinguiflicd volcano,

called Mount Frumento, very near

the confiRes of the fecond re<>ion
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of ^tna. The fire flowed from it

like a river, and, entering a neigh-
bouring valley, called Del Udfi-
enza, it overran, in an inflant,

the fpace of half a league in the
plain del Carpintero and delle

Mandre del Favo, and then pre-
cipitated itfelf into the valley del

Neve, rifmg to the height of a
hundred feet.

At nine o'clock the mountain
opened at two places lower fall, on
the land called li Scoperti di Pa-
lermo. Thefe two openings, be-

ing very near each other, foon

formed but one, the fire taking a

diredlion to the weft, where the

firft lava flowed. They each united

in the plain called de Santi, and
overran the fpace of one third of a
mile. The firft lava again fepa-

rated itfelf from the others, con-

tinuing its courfe alone in the

valley del Udfienza, where it flow-

ed again, although more flowly,

threatening the country of la

Malta, and the lands of the Ca-
valier, which belong to the Bene-
didlines of Catania. The two
other lavas took a direftion to-

wards Mount Parmentelli ; thebafe

of which, to the extent of about

two miles, they quite furrounded,

then flowing by the eaft of Mount
del Mazzo, they exterded along

the vineyards of Rugalira, and,

after having fuccelfively overrun

the fpace of three leagues, they

flopped on the 25th of May. The
greateft breadth i^f this branch was

one mile, and its elevation about

five feet.

During the night of the ;6th, a

new mouth opened at the foot of

Mount Parmentelli, in the middle

of the lava. This volcano, for

more than an hour, threw out

ftones of a prodigious fiae, and to

a very
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a very confiderable height. The derable. The lava continues its

fire nexc opened icfelf a pafiage, courfe towards Palermo, from
cividing into two branches, the whence it is now diftant no more
firil to the weft of the Mount del than eight miles; and this is the
Mazzo, which it enclofed, and the richeit and beft cultivated country
other along the wood and vine- of Mount ^tna.
yards of Rugalira for about a

league.
*~~

At the end of five days the fire o/ the Effeds of Volcanos, and of
feemed to be dini:ni(hcd, and ad- the hot springs, in Iceland. From
vanced but very ilowly ; but it was Dr. Von Troil'j Letters.
ioon perceived again in a very

feniible degree; and on the 5th T'^T'E call anchor not far from
of this month [July] threv/ out W Befleftedr, the Jwelling-
fiich a prodigious quantity, that place of the celebrated Sturlefon,

the arm of the lava, which was where we found tsvo trafts of lava

then only thirty feet broad, aug-

mented to fifty, in about half an

hour, and it itill continues with

iao. fame force. But as it finds

the firft lava cooled, it runs upon
it, railing it to the height of more

called Goriie and Hualey-re-Hrtux,

(for what we and the Italians call

lava is in Iceland called Hraun,
from Hrinna, to flow) of which
the laft particularly was remark-
able, fince we found there, befides

than thirty feet, in throwing it up a whole field covered with lava,

forward, and on the fides ; fo that which mull have been liquid in the

if the rejiitance this new lava is higheft degree, whole mountains
obliged to combat retards its pro- of tuff. Chance had direded us

grefs, it neverthelefs extends it in exadlly to a fpoton which we could,

breadth, and produces the fame better than on any other part of

deftrucVive efi^edts, Iceland, confider the operations of
On the furface of this lava, in a fire which had laid wafte a traft

almoft; its whole extent, we obferve often or twelve miles*. We (pent

evaporations, or globes of fire of feveral days here in examining
different colours, according to the every thing with fo much the more
greater or lefs quantity of bitumen, pleafure ; tor we found ourfelves,

fufphur, arfenic, and vitriol, of as it were, in a new world,

which the mafs is compofed, and We had now feen almoft all the

which the chymifts, who have ana- effedts of a volcano, exc-ept the

Ivzed it, fay is very plentiful. crater, from which the fire had
The damage already caufed by proceeded : in order therefore to

this eruption is eftimated at :^o,coo examine this likewife, we under-
Sicilian crowns ; but many perfons took, a journey of twelve days to

apprehend it to be more confi- Mount Heckla itfelf; we travelled

* The miles mentioned by Dr. Troil are always Swedifh, ten and a half of
which are equal to z Hegree on one of tlie great circles of the globe; and there-

fore, one Swedifh mile is nearly equal to fix Englilh ftatute-milcs. Ten or

twelve miles are therefore fixty or feventy-two Englilh miles.

fift/
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fifty or fixty miles * over an un-

interrupted tra»^t of lava, and

gained the pleafure of being the

firll who ever reached the fummit

of this celebrated volcano. The
caufe that no one had been there

before is partly founded in fuper-

ftition, and partly in the extreme

difiiculty of the afcent before the

lall eruption of fire. There was

not one of our company who did

not wifh to have his cloatlis a little

figned, only for the fake of feeing

Heckla in a blaze; and we almolt

flattered ourfelves with this hope,

for the biiliop of Skallholt had

informed us by letter, in the

night between the 5th and 6th of

September, the day before our

arrival, flames had proceeded from

it ; but now the mountain was

more quiet than we wilhed. We
however pafled our time very

agreeably, from one o'clock in

the night till two next day, in

vifuing the mountain. We were
even To happy, that the clouds

which covered the greatefl: part of

it difperfed towards evening, and
procured us the moil extenfive

profpedl imaginable. The moun-
tain is fomething above five thou-

fand feet high, and feparates at

the top into three points, of which
that in the miadle is the higheil.

The moll inconfiderable part of
the mountain confilh of lava, the

reft is aihes, with hard, folid Hones
thrown from the craters, together

with fome pumice Hones, of which
we found only a fmall piece, with
a little native fulphur. A de-
fcription of the various kinds of
iiones to be found here would be
too prolix, and partly unintelli-

gible ; and 1 fo much the more

willingly omit it, as I hope to

fatisfy your curiofity, as foon a»

the coUeftion I made of them ar-

rives in Sweden.
Amongft many other craters or

opening;, four were peculiarly re-

markable ; the firll, the lava of
which had taken the form of llacks

of chimneys, half broken down ;

another, from which water had
irreamed ; a third, all the ftones

of which were red as brick ; and
laftly, one from which the lava

had burft forth in a ftream, and
was divided at fome diftance into

three arms. I have faid before,

that we were not fo happy to fee

Keckla vomit fire ; but there were
fufficient traces of its burning in-

wardly ; for on the upper half of
it, covered over with four or five

inches deep of fnovv, we frequently

obferved fpots without anyfnow;
and on the higheil point, where
Fahrenheit's thermometer was at

24^ in the air, it rofe to 153*
when it was fet down on the
ground ; and in fome little holes

it was fo hot, that we could no
longer obferve the heat with 2
fmall pocket thermometer. It is

not known whether, fince the year

1693, Heckla has been burning;

till 1766. when it began to vomit
flames on the firlt of April, burnt
for a long while, and deliroycd the

country many miles around. Laft

December fome flames likewife

proceeded from it ; and the people

in the neighbourhood believe it

will begin to burn again very foon,

as they pretend to have obi'erved,

that the rivers thereabouts are

drying up. It is btlieved that this

proceeds from the mountain's at-

irading the water, and is ccnfi-

* Three hun/red or three 1 unJ:(.,I irj fx:v riii'KCi miles.

dercd
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dered as a certain fign of an im-

pending eruption. Befides this,

the mountains of Myvatn and
Kattlegia are known in this cen-

tury, on account of the violent

eruptions of the former, between

the years 173c and 174c, and of

the latter in i 756.
But permit me. Sir, to omit a

farther account of the volcano at

this time*, in order to fpeak of

another efFed of the fire, which is

more curious and as wonderful as

the firft, therefore muft be the

more remarkable, as there is not

in any part of the known world

any thing that refembles it ; I

mean the hot fprings of water

which abound in Iceland f.

They have different degrees of

warmth, and are on that account

divided by the inhabitants them-
felves into lauger, or warm baths,

and huerer, or fprings that throw

up the water to a confiderable

height ; the iirfl: are found in feve-

ral other pares of Europe, though

I CO not believe that they are em-
ployed to the fame purpofes in any

other place ; that is to fay, the

inhabitants do not bathe in them
here merely for their health, but

they are like wife the occafion for a

fcene of gallantry. Poverty pre-

vents here the lover from making
prefents to his fair one, and nature

prefents no flowers of which gar-

lands elfewhere are made : it is

therefore cuftomary, that inftead of

all this the fwain perfectly cleanfes

one of thefe baths, which is to be

afterwards honoured with the vifits

of his bride. The other kind of

fprings mentioned above deferves

more attention. I have feen a

great number of them ; but will

only fay fomething of thrte of the

moll remarkable. Near Lauger-
vatn, a fmall lake of about a mile

in circumference, which is about

two days journey diftant from
Heckla, I favv the firft hot fpoucing

fprings ; and I muft confefs that it

was one of the moft beautiful fights

I ever beheld. The morning was
uncommonly clear, and the fun

had already begun to gild the tops

of the neighbouring mountains ;

it was fo perfect a calm, that the

lake on which fome fvvans were
fwimming was as fmooth as a

looking-glafs, and round about it

arofe, in eight different places, the

fteam of the hot fprings, which
loft itfelf high in the air.

Water was fpouting from all

thefe fprings ; but one in parti-

cular continually threw up in the

air a column from 18 to 24 feet

high, and from 6 to 8 feet dia-

meter ; the water was extremely

hot. A piece of mutton, and fome
falmon trouts, as likewife a ptar-

migan, were almoll boiled to

pieces in fix minutes, and tafted

excellently. I wi(h it was in my
power. Sir, to give you a defcrip-

tion of this place as it deferves

;

but I fear it would always remain

inferior in point of exprelTion. So

much is certain at leaft, nature

never drew from any one a more

chearful homage to her great

Creator than I here paid him.

At Reikum was another fpout of

the fame fort ; the water of which,

I was afTured, rofe to 60 or 70 feet

perpendicular height fome years

* Dr. Troil treats more at large of the Icelandic volcanoes in his iSth and

Ijith letters; and in the zoth he Ipeaks more particularly of mount Heckla.

+ The 2 1 it letter treats more fully of the hot fprings in Iceland.

ago;
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ago ; but a fall of earth having

almolt covered the whole opening,

it now fpouted only between 54
and 60 feet fideways. We found

here a great many petrified leaves

in this place, as likewife fome na-

tive fulphur, of which alfo the wa-
ter had a much ftronger tafte than

any where elfe.

I have referved the mofl: remark-

able water-fpout for the end; the

defcription of which will appear as

incredible to you as it did to me,
could I not a/I'ure you that it is all

perfectly true, for I would not

aver any thing but what 1 have
feen myfelf. At Geyfer, not far

from Skallholt, one of the epif-

copal fees in Iceland, a moll ex-

traordinary large fpouting fountain

is to be feen, with which the cele-

brated water-works at Marley and
St. Cloud, and at Caflel, and Her-
renhaufen near Hanover, can hardly

be compared. One fees here, within

the circumference of half a mile *,

40 or 50 boiling fprings together,

which, I believe, all proceed from
one and the fame refervoir. In
fome the water is perfeftly clear,

in others thick and clayey ; in

fome, where it pafles through a
fine ochre, it is tinged red as

fcarlet ; and in others, where it

ilows over a paler clay, it is white
as milk.

The water fpouts up from all,

from fome continually, from others

only at intervals. The largeft

fpring, which is in the middle,
particularly engaged our attention

the whole day that we fpent here,

from fix in the morning till feven
at night. The aperture through
which the water aroie, and the

depth of which 1 cannot deter-

mine, was 19 feet in diameter;
round the top of it is a bafon,

which, together with the pipe,

has the form of a cauldron ; the
margin of the bafon is upwards of
nine feet one inch higher than the
conduit, and its diameter is of
hfty-fix feet. Here the water does
not fpout continually, but only by
intervals feveral times a day; and,
as 1 was informed by the people ia

the neighbourhood, in bad rainy

weather, higher than at other
times.

On the day that we were there,

the water fpouted at ten different

times, from fix in the morning till

eleven A. M. each time, to the
height of between five and tea

fathoms ; till then the water had
not rifen above the margin of the

pipe, but now it began by degrees

to fill the upper bafon, and at lalt

ran over. The people who were
with us told us, that the water
would foon fpout up much higher
than it had done til! then, and this

appeared very credible to us. To
determine its height therefore,

with the utmoft accuracy. Dr.
Lind, who had accompanied us

on this voyage in the capacity

of an aflronomer, fet up his qua-
drant.

Soon after four o'clock we ob-
ferved that the enrth began to

tremble in three different places,

as likewife the top of a mountain,
which was about three hundred
fathoms diftant from the mouth of
the fpring. We alfo frequently

heard a fubterrancous noiie like

the difcharge of a cannon ; and
immediately after a column of

water fpouted from the opening,

which at a grgaj height divided

• About three Englirti miles.

ilfclf
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Stfelf into feveral rays, and, ac-

cording to the obfervations made
with the quadrant, was ninety- two
feet high. Our great furprize at

this uncommon force of the air

and fire was yet increafed, when
many Hones, which we had flung

into the aperture, were thrown up

again with the fpouting water.

You can eafily conceive. Sir, with

how much pleafure wc fpent the

day here ; and indeed, 1 am not

much furprized, that a people fo

much inclined to fuperftition as the

Icelanders are, imagine this to be

the entrance of hell ; for this rea-

son they feldom pafs one of thefe

openings without fpitting into it;

er, as they fay, uti fandens mun,

into the devil's mouth.

Of the Bafaltic Pillars. From Pro-

ffjj'or Bergman'j Letter to Dr.
Troil.

OF all the mountains hitherto

known, there are without

doubt net any more remarkable

than thofe that are compofed of

angular pillars. A few years ago

only one or two of this kind were

known ; but new ones are daily

difcovered, which is a plain proof

how much our attention requires

being rouzed to prevent it from
numbering, on themofi: important

occafions.

It cannot be much doubted that

there has been feme conne(51ions

between thefe pillars, and the ef-

feds of a fub terraneous lire, ac they

are found in places where the figns

of fire are yet vifible ; and as they

are even found mixed with lava,

tufF, and other fubftances pro-

duced by fire.

The caufe of the regular form of

thefe pillars is a problem which wfi

have hitherto been unable to folve

fatisfadorily. This difficulty has
appeared fo infurmountable to

i^xviz, that they have thought it

impoffible to be the effects of na-

ture, and have confidered them as

works made by human hands : this

idea betrays the utmofl: ignorance
in regard to the true nature of
thefe mountains ofpillars, and does
not even deferve a refutation.

As far as we know, nature makes
ufe of three methods to produce
regular forms in the mineral king-
dom, namely, that of cryftallizatica

or precipitation : adly, thecrufting

or fettling of the external furface

of a liquid mafs whilft it is cool-

ing : and, 3dly, the burfting of a

moid fubftance whilll; it is drying.

The firft method is the moil

common, but to all appearance
nature has not made ufe of this in

the prefent cafe. Cryftals are fel-

dom or never found in any con-

fidcrable quantity running in the

fame direftion, but either inclining

from one another, or, what is Hill

more common, placed towards on«
another in feveral floping diredlons.

They are alfo generally feparated a

little from one another, when they

are regular ; the nature of the

thing likewife requires this; be-

caufe the feveral particles, of

which the cryitals are compofed,
mull have the liberty of following

that power which affefts their re-

gular difpofition.

The bafalt columns, on the

contrary, whofe height are fre-

quently from thirty to forty feet,

are placed parallel to one another

in confiderable numbers, and fo

clofe together that the point of a

knife can hardly be introduced

between them. Beudes, in moil

places.
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places, each pillar is divided into

feveral pares or joints, that feem

to bf placed upon one another ;

and indee-1 it is not uncommon
for crvrtals to be formed above

one another in different layers,

when the fclvent has been vifibly

diminifhed at different times ; but

then the upper cryftals never fit lo

exacily upon the lower ones as to

produce connected piifms of the

fame length an- deprh as all the

ftrata taken rcgetner, but each

Hracum k-parately forms its own
cryftals.

How then can the Giant's Caufe-

way, in the county of Antrim,
Fingal's Cave at Staffa, and all

other affembl ages of pillars of the

fan^.e kind, be conftdered as cry-

ftailizations ? Precipitation, both

in the wee and dry manner, re-

quires that the particle^ fhouid be

free enough to i;x thenirclvca in a

certain order ; and as this is noc

prafticable in a large melted mafs,

no crylUlLzations appear in it,

except on its I'uiface, or in its

cavities.

Add to thif, that the bafalt^; in

a freih fraifture do not fnew a plain

fmooth lurtace under the microl-

copc, but appear fometimes like

grains of different magni;u le, and
at other times refembie fine rays

running in different diredions, that

do not correfpond witn the internal

ftructure of the cryllaK, which I

have endeavoured to examine in

another place.

From what I have hitherto men-
tioned, the opinion thatilie bai.Jts

have been produced by cryltulliza-

tion, becomes at leail lefs probable,

whether we admi'. the wet or dry

method. But i mull not omit that

the fpars exhibit a kind ot crvll:il-

Jization, which at fit It fight rekm-
VoL. XXllI.

hies a heap of bafalts ; hut, upon
a clofcr examination, a very great

differe.uc i' obftrved. The form
of the fpar is every where alike,

but the bafalt- differ from one an-
other in point of fize and number
of fides; the former, when broken,

confiRs of many Imall unt-qual

cubes, but the bafalt does not Icpa-

rate in regular part";, tec.

Nature's fctond method to pro-

duce regular lorms i^ that of cruil-

ing the outer lurface of a mrhed
mafs, by a fudden refrigeration.

Nature, to effect this purpofe,

makes ufe of pol.edroui ar.d irre-

gular forms. Jf we fuppcf*^ a
confiderabie bed, which is become
fluid by fire, and fpiead over a plain,

it evidently appenrs chat the fur-

face rnuii fi( il of all lofe the degree

of heat requihie for melting, and
begin to congeal ; but tlie cold re-

quifite for this purpofe lii<.c*ife

contiafls the upperinolt congealed

llrarum into a narrower fpace, and
confequenily caufes ic to feparate

from the remaii)ing liquid nriars,

as the i:de expolVd to the ojr li al-

ready too lliff to jlve wav. In this

manner a Uratum \a proJucea run-

ning in a paiaiiel dirtCtton witli

the whole mafs, others lUlI are pro-

duced by the fame cr.ufs, in pro-

portion as :lie let*J!^;;er3:ic^. pene-
trates deeper.

Hence vvc: may, -ii my opinion,

very plainly lee how a b<fd may be
divided into iK-ata. hi the fame
manner the refrigeration adv.-uices

on the lidtSy aiiJ confequently di-

vides the llrati into polyeirous

pieces of pillars, that can hardly

ever be c.\ri.".iy ft]oare, as the

ftrongcll relrlgcraiii/n into the

inn^r parts <;f the mafs advances

almoll in u diagonal liiie from the

corners, if wc add cu this, that a

U i^rge
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largemafscannotbe equal through-

out its compofuion, nor every where

liquid in the fame degree, it will

be eafy to difcover the caufe of fe-

veral irregularities. If the depth

of the bed is very confiderable, in

proportion to its breadth, prif-

matic pillars, without crofs-divifi-

ons, are produced, at leaft length-

ways from the uppermoll furface

downwards.
The third way is perfedly fimilar

to the preceding in refpeft to the

effedl, but is different from it by

the mafs being foalced with water,

and by the burfting of it afunder,

which is the effect ofthe contraftion

xvhiin it is drying. If we fuppofe

fuch a bed to be fpread over a le-

vel fpace, the drying advances in

the fame manner as the refrigera-

tion in the former cafe.

This fcparation into Urata pro-

perly happens when a confiderable

quantity of clay enters into the

\vholecompofition,becaufe the clay

decreafes more than any other kind

of earth in drying.

We mud now examine which

of thefe two ways may bell ferve to

explain the manner in which the

bafalts are produced, lor it is

hardly pofTible that they (hould

liave been formed by cryftal-

iization.

However well founded the opi-

jiion may appear of deducing them
from a melted fublcance, feveral

very confiderable objed-ions may
iieverthelefs be laifed againlt it,

that I fliall nc: forget to mention.

It feems therefore more credible to

3De, that they have been produced

out of their fubrtance whiiil it was

yet loft, o" at leall not too hard to

be fbftened by exhalations. If we
therefore fuppofe that a bed is

fpread over a place where a volcano

begins to work, it is evident that a
great quantity of the water, always
prefcnt on thefe occafions, is driven
upwards in exhalaticns or vapours;
thefe it is well known poffefs a
penetrating foftcning power, by
means of which they alfo produce
their firll efiecl ; but when they are

increafed to a fufficient quantity,

they force this tough moift fub-
flance upwards, which then gra«
dually falls, and during this time
burlb in the manner defcribed
above.

My reafons for this opinion are

thefe ; firft, we do not find the

internal grain of the bafalts melted
or vitrified, which however foon

happens by fufion, and for that

purpofe a very fmal! degree of fire

only is requifite. It confequently
is very hard to explain how this

fubllance could have been fo fluid,

that no traces of bubbles appear in

it (at leall I have not been able to

difcover any on the niceft exami-
nation into the Scotch and Icelan-

dic bafalts) and yet when broken
appear dull and uneven. I know
very well that lava is feldom vitri-

fied within ; but the great number
of bubbles and pores which are

found in the whole mafs, are more
than fulEcient proofs that it has not

been perfectly melted to its fmallell

parts, but has only been brought to

be near fluid.

Secondly, the bafalts fo much
refemble the more fine trapp, both

in refpeft to their grain andoriginal

com|>»)fuion, that they can hardly

bcdilnnguif^.ed in fmall fragments,

as will be more plainly proved in

tlie comparifon I hereafter make.
See No. 24.

But the trapp in all probability

has never been melted, at leafl

Hot in thofe parts where I have

had
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haJ opportunities of examining

it.

Almoft in all the Weft Gothia

ftratified mountains, the uppermoit

ftratum is trapp ; and it mufl; be

properly cbferved that ic always

lies upon black allum flate. Is ic

therefoie credible that this fub-

Itance, which in many places ex-

ceeds a hundred yards in depth, can

have been perfetWy melted with-

out caufing the flate lying beneath

it to lofe fome part of its black-

nefs, even in thofe places where
they touch one another, as this ef-

fedt may be produced in a fmall

culinary fire ?

There is befides a more fine kind

of trapp, which is generally found

in veins or loads, and frequently in

very antient mountains, where not

the leall traces of fubterranean fire

are to be feen.

1 he bafalt mountains feem to be

very antient, at leaft I do not know
that the age of any one is afcer-

tained. Should they then be fo

eld, that the fubftance of the trapp

was not yet perfectly hardened,

when were they produced? Befides,

we frequently find to this day clayey

fubilances at a great depth, which
are fo foft thatthev may be fcraped

by the nail, but afterwards become
very hard when expofed to the

air.

There have without doubt been

many eruptions of fire on the ifle

of Staffa, as the fituation of the

pillars, and their being removed
out of their places, evidently

prove.

Vou, Sir, have likewife brought
a very clear proof of this from

thence, which is a piece of bafalt,

that exteriorly is full of hollows,

and in a manner burnt.

A hard fubdance, when expofed

to a degree of heat infufficient to

melt the whole piece, may however
be attacked by it in iome parts of

the furface mod liable to become
fluid. The mixture of a large

mafs is feldom every where fo uni-

form, that fome parts fhoul J not be
more liable to melt than others.

Crooked pillars may be prod uced

as well by the drying as the refri-

geration of a liquid mafs ; for this

purpofe it is only necelTary that the

furface (hould be bent, as the Iha-

tum always runs in a parallel di-

rec^cion with it.

From what I have hitherto faid,

you will perceive it is my opinion,

that the bafalts have been produced

by the affiitance of a fubterranean

fire, but that it is not yet deter-

mined whether they have been fe-

parated by the fufion, or by dry-

ing : this laft however appears

more credible to me on account of
the reafons I have mentioned. For
to fpeak ftridly, the fubltances in-

clofed in the bafalts, though they

fhould even be volcanic, do not

yet with certainty prove a preceding

fufion, as a fubflance foftened by

water may be as proper for it as

one fiifed by fire. I am, however,

very far from being inclined to

maintain my opinion any farther

than it agrees with certain experi-

ments and obfervation?.

Truth will fooncr or later be dif-

covered ; ..nd I know nothing more
derogatory to the honoor of a na-

tural hiftorian, than having wilfully

obilrud'd its knowledge.

Homo naturs miniiter & inter-

pres, tantum facit & intelligit,

quantum de naturse ordine, re vel

mente obfervaverit,ncc amplius fcic

aut poteft. Bace.

li 2 h'atural
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Katural Hijiory of the Grana fifh, called the murex*. But in

Kermes, or Scarlet Grain. From courfe of time the purple colour

Dillon's ?"r«Wj />&/-o«f^ Spain. and other tints having been more
eafily effeded by means of the

AMON G ST the various and kermes, the murex was neglefted

valuable produdtions with on account of the expence, and
which the beneficent hand of na- the kermes we are now fpeaking

ture has enriched the don)inions of of, was introduced ; which giving a

Spain, the Grana Kermes is chiefly Itronger and brighter colour, was
deferving of attention. This va- univerfaily adopted, and fupported

luable produdlion had been confir its reputation for ages, till the dif-

derably ncgledcd in that kingdom covery of America; as is evident

fince the importation of cochineal from the many old tapellries, da-

from America ; however, the royal maflcs, and velvet hangings, ftill

Junta de Comercio, or board of preferved in cathedrals, which feem
trade at Madrid, having an eye to yet to retain their primitive luilre

the further advantages to be drawn and brightnefsf

.

from this precious article, gave or- In the reign of Lewis the four-

ders a few years ago to Don Juan teenth, Giles and John Gobelin,
Pablo Canals, diredor general of in the year 1667, under the pa-

the maddtr and dyes of Spain, to tronage of Colbert, introduced the

report the Hate of this produft ; fecret into France of dying wool-

2nd to him I am indebted for lenofthat beautiful fcarlet called

the prefent information on this after their name, which was done
fubjeft. with the kermes that had been
The grana kermes is the coccos long in ufe in Flanders, where

haphica of the Greeks; the ver- many old pieces of tapeftry, though
jiiiculus, or coccum infedorium of above two hundred years old, had
the Romans ; and the kermes, al- fcarcely lolt any thing of their

kermes, of the Arabs; being the bloom. But cochineal, being now
ingredient with which the antients introduced into the dyehoufe, i"a

uled to dye their garments of that called from the Latin word cocci-

beautiJu! grain colour, called coc- nella, as a diminutive of coccum,
clnus, CGCcineus, or cocceus, dif- and giving that brightnefs to fcar-

ferent from the purpura of the let, at firit called Dutch, and af-

Phccnicians, which at firft had terwards Paris fcatlet, the inven-

been obtained from that teftaceous tion of which, according to Kun-

* Though the dye obtained from the murex was thought to have bet-ii Io(t, it

feems to be known on the coafts of England, Fr.ir,ct, Spain, and the Well In-
dies, though neglefled on account of the great trouble anti expence. See Padie
Feijoo, Theat, critico, torn. 6. dil'c. 4. According to Gage, they find a Hjell-

fi(h in the Teas of rlie Spaiiifli VVtft Indies, which perfectly rcCemb'es the sntient

purpura, and in all probability is the f:^me. Cloth of Segovia dyed with it,

ufed to fell for 20 crowns theeil, and none but the greatell Spanifh lords wore
it. Don Antonio de Ifiloa aUb gives a particular account of this fifh, and tiic

ufe made of it in America.

t This was the colour called carme/i, by the Spaniards ; cramoili, by the

French J
and crimfon, by the Englifh.

kel«
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kel, is owing to Kufter, a Ger-

man, by means of a folution of

tin in aqua regia ; the i<ermes

then began to decline, and yield

in its turn as the murex had done

before, of which Colbert makes a

particular complaint, in his ge-

neral inltruftions to the dyers of

France, in the year 167 1*. In-

fenfibly, the kermes was totally

laid alide, and cochineal made ufe

of, not only in yarns, but alfo in

iilk; this new method being every

where in fathion, except at Ve-
nice, and in Perlia, for fcarlet, and
in other parts oi the ealt for crim-

fon.

The antients thought the kermes
was a gall-nut on account of its

figure and fize, not being larger

than a juniper berry, round,

fmooth, glofiy, and rather black,

with a cinereous down. It is

found flicking to the branches,

or tender leaves of the oak called

in Spain co/cexa, a derivative of
the Latin word cufculium, the

coccus illicis of Linneus, liuewife

called carrafca in Spanifh, from
the Arabic word y.xquerlaf, foften-

ed afterwards to ejcarlata ; being

the fmalleft fpecies of oak, the

fame which Cafpar Bauhine and
other botanilb call ilex aculeata

cocci-glandifera.

This tree, whofe height is about
two or three feet, grows in Spain,

Provence, Languedoc, and along
the Mediterranean coall ; alio in

Galatia, Armenia, Syria, and

Perfia, where it was firft made
ufe of.

Jofeph Moya, a Catalan writer

of the lad century, publiihed a

treatife entitled Ramillet de Tintu-

ras, dedicated to the city of Bar-

celona, under the feigned name
of Phefio Mayo. He fays, the

kermes is common all over Spain,

principally in that part of Aragon
bordering on Catalonia, in Va-
lencia, and in the bilhoprick of

Badajoz in Eftremadura, as like-

wife in Setimbre of Portugal,

where it is the beft, and equal to

the kermes of Galatia and Armej
nia. Mr. Hellot of the French
academy of fciences, in his Art of

Dying, chap. 12. fays it is found
in the woods of Vauvert, Vende-
man, and Narbonne ; but more
abundantly in Spain, towards Ali-

cant, and Valencia, it not only

abounds in Valencia, but alfo in

Murcia, Jaen, Cordova, Seville,

Eltremadura, la Mancha, Serra-

nias de Cuenca, and other places.

In Xixona and Tierra de Rel-
leu, there is a diftrid, called De
la Grana, where the people of
Valencia lirlt began to gather it,

whole example was followed all

over Spain. It has, fonie years,

produced thirty thoufand dollars

(5C00I.) to the inhabitants of
Xixona. In the year 175S, there

went out of that town, Relleu,

Buifot, Callilla, Ibi, Tioi, Unil,
Santa faz, Muchiamel, and San
Juan de la Iluerta de Alicante,

• " As the Phoenicians neglc6leil the antient jnnt'le, and gave a prefe.'-ence to
the ("carlct, whcile colour is iels coftly ami moij beautiful

;
jnft lo, the French

h.tvc toiiaken our fcarlet for that of ilie Dutcii. This new- invented colour w.is

at Ih-it in eiteeni on account of irs brightnels ; but being le.s Juiable than that
of France, ami iiniier a notion that they were boih eiiuaily liable to fpots, tiicy

were loon lai.l aiidc, whicii cccafioncd the dowiuul of our moft valuable cloth
Riamrtacturck."

H 3 abov«
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above a thoufand perfons to ga-
ther the kermes, which was after-

wards fent to Alicant, where it

vas put into calks for exportation,

being chiefly fhipped for Genoa
and Leghorn, pafling from thence

toTunis. In the fame year, 1758,
they gathered about 3C0 arrobes of

kermes at Xixona, which fold for

about twenty-four dollars (4 1.) the

arrobe*, with about fix per cent,

duty and Ihipping charges, till on
board. In the kingdom of Seville

it is put up to public fale, and is

generally bought by the people

of the neighbourhood, who fell it

again for exportation to the mer-
chants of Cadiz.

Both antients and moderns feem
to have had very ccnfufed notions

concerning the origin and nature

of the kermes ; fome confidering it

as a fruit, without a jull know-
ledge of the tree which prcdu:ed
it; others, taking it for an ex-

crefcence formed by the pundure
of a particular fly, the fame as

the common gall obferved upon
oaks. Tournefort was of this

rumber. Count Marfigli, and
Dr. Nifole, a phyfician of P.-'cnt-

pelier, made experiments and ob-

iervations, with a view of fur-

ther difcovcries, but did not per-

fe«flly fucceed. Two other phy-
ficians at Aix, in Provence, Dr.
Emeric, and Dr. Garidel, applied

themfelves about the fame time,

and with greater fucceA; having
finally difcovered that the kerms
is in reality nothing elfe but the

body of an infedl transformed into

a grain, berry or hufk, according

to the courfe of nature ; whofe
)iiftory I fhall now briefly relate :

The progrefs of this transforma-

tion mull be conlidered at three

different feafons. In the firft

ftage, at the beginning of March,

an animalcule, no larger than a

grain of millet, fcarce able to

crawl, is perceived llicking to the

branches of the tree, where it fixes

itfclf, and foon becomes immove-
able; at this period it grows the

moft, appears to fwell and thrive

with the fuflenance it draws in by
degrees : this Hate of rell feems to

have deceived the curious obferver,

it then refembling an excrefcence

of the bark : during this period of

its growth, it appears to be cover-

ed with a down, extending over

its whole frame, like a net, and

adhering to the bark : its figure is

convex, not unlike a fmall floe:

in fuch parts as are not quite hid-

den by this fbft garment, many
bright fpecks are perceived of a

gold colour, as well as (tripes run-

ning acrofs the booy from one

fpace to another.

At the fecond ftage in April, its

growth is compltated, its ihiiye is

then round, and about the fize of

a pea : it has then acquired more
llrf ngth, and its down is chanj:ed

into durt, and feems to be nothing

but a hulk, or a capfule, full of a

reddifh juice not unlike difcolour-

ed blood.

Its third flate is towards the end
of May, a little fooner or later,

accordirg to the warmth of the

climate. The hufk appears replete

with fmall eggs, lefs than tfte feed

of a poppy. Thefe are properly

Tzngtd under the belly of the in-

feft, progrefTively placed in the

nell of down, that covers its body.

• An arrobe is sjlb. Spanifh weight ; loolb. Spanifh weight equal to 971b.

Engli/h,

which
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which it withdraws in proportion

to the number of eggs : after this

work is performed, it foon dies,

though it Itill adheres to its pofi-

tion, rendering a further fervice to

its progeny, and fhielding them
from the inclemency of the wea-

ther or the hoiile attacks of an

enemy. In a good feafon they

multiply exceedingly, having from

1800 to 2000 eggs, which pro-

duce the fame number of animal-

cules. The antients knew them
to be infeds, for Pliny fays,

'* Coccum ilicis celerrime in ver-

niiculum fe mutans." Lib. 24.

feft. 4. When obferved with the

microfcope in July or Auguft, we
find that what appeared as duil,

are fo many eggs, or open cap-

fules, as white as fnow, out of

each of which i/lues a gold co-

loured animalcule, of the (hape of

a cockroche, with two horns, fix

feet, and a forked tail.

Mr. De Reaumur has placed the

kermes in the clafs of gall infefts,

on account of the analogy in their

mode of propagation, and im-
moveable form, continuing even

after death, like the other fpecies

of this clafs, found upon different

trees, appearing only like galls,

or excrefcences, to the molt ac-

curate naturaliils: therefore they

could not be more properly named,
than gall infecl?. There are of

them of different fliapes and fizes,

but that of the ccjcoxa or carrafca

(thekermes) is of a fpherical figure,

about tlie fize of a juniper berry.

It is found mofc plentifully on the

pideft and lowelt trees, and when
the kermes are gathered near the

fea, they are larger and give a
brighter colour than thofe in any
Other places.

There are feyeral fpecies of galh

ditcovered on different trees and
plants of Spain, though they only
make ufe of thofe gathered oa
oaks, either for dying, or any
other purpofes ; fuch are thofe,

from the Levant, called Aleppo
galls, which were generally made
ufe of, till i: was difcovered by
frequent experiments, that the new
ingredient called dividivi was pre-

ferable, being a fruit from the

province of Carracas, and Mara-
caybo, in South America.

The great myftery which hitherto

had not been difcovered, by thofe

naturalifts who knew how todiftin-

guifh the gall infecl from the

galls, was to inveftigate their mode
of propagation : Mr. de Keaumur
affures us, that from frequent ob-

fervations it appeared to him, that

there are both male and female,

but that fome which are extremely

fmall, transform themfeives into

gnats, while others, growing larg-

er, depodt their eggs, without any
transformation ; from which, and
their analogy with the others, he
concluded, that the fmall gnats

with wings, though large in com-
parifon with their body, anditrip-

cd with a beautiful crimfon, were

the males of the gall infe*El which
he obferved with the help of a

microfcope, feeing how they fe-

cundate the females, before they

affume a globular form towards

March ; but this happens when it

i.> fcarcely ever noticed, and in fo

fingular a manner, that a common
obferver would never imagine fuch

an event to have happened, or

even fuppofe, that the males which

he faw friflcing about, had the

leaft connection with the females;

but on the contrary, were Imall

gnats which accidentally light upoa
the fame boughs \ if to this ob-

H 4 fcrvatioa
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fervanon we adci, thrt as the new
kermes which come fortii jn fiine,

remain fmnll uiihoui cnqs-jtig our
attention ai! I\'J irrh enluin|». wh' n

they begin to Iwel! withojt anv
ap}"'a'-?nce of anitna' life, it will

bo: be thought ToeTiraofdinary, that

they have be. n g.nevaUv held as

a APgetabIc produdion. In Lan-
^uedoc, and Provence, the poor
are employed to rather the kermes,
the women letting their nails grow
for that purpoie, in order to pick
them off with greater facility.

The curtom of lopping off the

boughs is very injudicious, as by
this means they deftrOy the rext
year'i harveil. Some women will

gather two or three pounds a day,
the great point being i', know the

places where they are moll: likely

to be found in any quantity, and
to gather them early with the
iTiOrning dew, as the Itavcj are

more pliable and tender at that

time, than after they have been
dried and parched by the rays of
the fun; llrong dews will occa-

f onaliy make them fall from the

trees fooner than ufual ; when the

proper feafon paffes, they fall off

of themfelves, and become food
for birds, particularly doves. Some-
times there will be a fecond pro-

di.'Ction, which is ccmmonly of a

lefs fjze with a fainter tinge. The
firlt is generally found adhering
to the bark, as well as on the

branches and flalks; the fecond is

principally on tnc leave?, a-; the

worms choofe that part where the

rucritioui juice preferves itfelf the

longeir, is moft abundant, andean
be n)ol} eafily devoured in the

iliort time that remains of thfir

ex-.lteuce, the birk being then

drier and harder than iht; leaves.

Thofe who buy the kermes to

fend to foreign parts, fprcad it on
linen, taking care to fprinkle it

with vinegar, to kill the worms
that are witliin, which produces a

red dull which in Spain is fepa-

rated from the huflc. Then they

Jet it dry, paffing it through a

Icarce, end make it up into bags.

In the middle of each its proportion

of red dull put in a little leather

bag alfo belongs to the buyer, and
then it is ready for exportation,

being always in demand on the

African coall.

The people of Hinojos, Bonarc;,
Villalba, and other parts of the

kingdom of Seville, dry it on mats
in the fun, llirring it about, and
feparating the red dull, which is

the fined part, and being mixed
with vinegar, goes by the name of

Fiifiel. The fame is done with the

hufks; but thefe have but half the

value of the dull.

There is no doubt, but if this

blanch of induilry v.as more clofe-

ly actcnaed to, there is yet room
for improvement, and the kermes
v/f^uld give a brighter colour, fi-

inilar to that obtained from the

cochineal, likewifean in feel found
in the Mexican woods on a plant
called nopal by the .Americans,

and tuna by the Spaniards; being

the opontia maxima folio obtufo

rotundo o\ Sir Hans Sloane, and
the cactus opuntia of Liniieus.

It is remarked that tho.c phnfs
which are cultivated by art, give

a much finer cochineal, known by
the name of meitica, fot.iHed from
the quantiiici colle(^(ed of it in the

diitridt of Metcca, in the province

of fionduras *,

But neither x\\z cochineal, the

kermes, or any ilmilar produdlion.

* See fecond memoir of Mi. de Reaumur, lom. 4.

r'OuId
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would afford that beautiful colour,

were it not for the falts employed

in the lye by the dyers, to bring

it to perfciflion. Mr. Maquer, in

his art of dying fiiks, aflures us,

that the white tartar employed for

crimfon colours, gives by means of

its acidity, that brilliancy to co-

chineal, and that though other

acid", might produce the lame ef-

fed, it would not be with fo much
fuccefs. Mr. Goguet, in his "ori-

gin of laws, arts and fclences,"

tells us, the antients ufed a great

deal of fait, to make their dyes

folid, and permanent, fupplying

the place of our chemical prepa-

rations by other fecrets unknokvn to

us. Plutarch, in the life of Alex-

ander the Great, mentions, that

conqueror having found in the

treafures of the King of Perfia a

prodigious quantityof purple ilufFs,

which though they had lain by
above one hundred and ninety

years, itill preferved their luftre,

becaufe they had been prepared

with honey ; behold, fays Mr. Go-
guet, a fecret unknown to u^ !

but if we reflect for a moment,
that honey is a vegetable fait, like

fugar, we (hall lind it to be the

fame as tartar, which is no more
than an effential fait of wine ; fo

that the falts employed by the an-

tients, were equivalent to thofe

ufed at prefent in the dye-houfe.

Probably the falts of fruits have

the fame effeft in the manner they

are ufed in Perfia for dying of lilk,

where, inllead of tartar and honey,

they ufe the pulp of red melons,

well dried, mixed with allum, ba-

rilla, and other falts.

The kermes of Spain is prefer-

red on the coall of Barbary, on
account of its goodnefs. The peo-

ple of Tunis mix it with that of
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Tetuan, for dying thofe fcarleC

caps fo much ufed in the Levant.
The Tuniuan- export every year
above one hundred and fifty thou-
fand dozen of thefe caps, which
yields t.i the Dey a revenue of
one hundred and fifty thoufand
hard dollars, (33,7,01.) per an-
num for duties ; lo that, exclufive
ot the ufes and advantages of ker-
mc in medicine, it appears to be
a \eiy valuable branch of com-
merce in Spain, and there is ftill

fufficieiit encouragpraent to ufe
every eiForc for its improvement.

Ti/^ l^letucd of making Saltpetre in
Spain. From the fame.

IN the year 1754, I received
orders from the minillry to in-

fped into feveral faltpctre works,
as well as into the making of gun-
powder, which having complied
with, the following refledtions oc-
curred to my mind.

All the profeflbrs of chemiilry I
had converfed with, either jn
France or in Germany, laid dowa
as a fixed principle, that there are
three mineral acids in nature: that
the vitriolic, is the universal one,
belonging to metals, from whence
the other two arife. That the ni-

trous is fecond in adivity, and
belongs to the vegetable kingdom,
and the marine being the weakell
of all, is homogeneous to hfh.

rhey do not include the animal
acid, which, united with the phlo-
gillon, forms the pholphoru-. I
was further taught, that the fixed

alkali of faltpctre, did not e.xift

purely, and fimply in nature, but
was generated by fire, and when
they found faltpctre, to be dug
out of the earth naturally in the

Eait.
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Ead-Indies, they thought to folve

the difficulty, by faying it pro-

ceeded from the incineration of

v/oods, which had irnpregnated

the earth with this fixed alkali,

the bafis of faltpetre ; fo that I had
been led to believe, it was formed

by certain combinations, that took

place in the aft of coinbuftion ;

but I foon found my error, when
I had feen the method of jnaking

ialtperre in the dift'erent provin-

ces of Spain. I have row evi-

dent proofs that the bafis of nitre

really exifts in the earth and in

plants, the fame as in the Soda of

Alicant. Let thefe learned gen-

tlemen come to Spain, they may
convince themfelves of this truth,

and fee faltpetre with its alkaline

bafis, in the manufadlures of Caf-

tile, Aragon, Navarre, Valencia,

Marcia, and Andalufia, where it

3s made without the afnUance of

vegetable matter ; fometimes throw-

ing in a handful of afhes of mat-

weed, n;erely to filter the lye of

earth, and though they cfcen meet

with gypfeous ftone in the neigh-

bourhood of their works, yet they

make excellent faltpetre by boiling

the lixivium of their lands only,

in which they do not find an atom

ofgypfum ; confequently they have

gunpowder in Spain, without be-

ing indebted for its fixed alkali,

to the vegetable kingdom, and

without thevifible or fenfible con-

verfion of the vitriolic acid of gyp-
fum into the nitrous.

Having thus difcovered in Spain

a perfect fixed alkali in the earth,

I purfued my obfervations on other

falts, and vegetable productions,

and after many refieftions and ex-

periments, I difcovered that fimi-

lar fixed alkalies, many oils, and

neutral falts, proceed from differ-

cnt combinations of the air, earth,

and water, with fuch matters as

the air conveys in a difTolved Hate,

and that thefe three elements,

riling, falling, and meeting, com-
bine together, and form new
bodies in the organs of vegeta-

tion.

Thofe who are verfed in phy-
iics, agree, that all the fubftances

of the very globe we inhabit, con-

fift of the combinations of fire,

water, earth, and air; why then

deny them the power of combin-
ing, in the living organs of plants ?

when v/e io often perceive in them,

the faculty of changing, and tranf-

forming productions in the king-

dom of nature. In proof of it, we
find that many cruciformed plants

give, by an;iiyfis, the fame volati'e

alkali as aniniais, nor\vithil:andiiig

that their tubes are limilar to the

eye with thofe that give acids.

Some pbnts have their roots fo

fmall, and yet their branches,

leaves and fruit fo ponderous, that

it appears impcfTible, fo inconii-

derable a root fhould d^aw fufn-

cient nurture out of the earth for

fuch various purpofes. It feems

therefore, that the ambient air,

containing many difTolved bodies,

penetrates into the plants, and
combines in the vegetative tubes,

forming thofe fubftances difcovered

by anaiyfation.

I have frequently feen water

melons in Spain weigh from twen-

ty to thirty pounds, wiih a item of

only two or three ounces, fo great

was the increafe of the fibrous and
tubulous fubflance of thofe plants,

owing to the v/atery particles they

imbibed from the air. It fhould

feera then, that many plants draw
their principal fupport from the

air, water, and a fmall portion of

earth:^
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earth, combined by the impercep-

tible labour of the vegetative tubes,

and vefTels of air, which convert

thofe matters into the produdls we
contemplate, and ta;<e; many
plants producing all thefe effects

in water only ; and we find that

mint, and other odoriferous plants

whofe roots grow in water, and in

the air, give the fame fpiritus rec-

tor, and oiii, as thofe that grow
in the earth.

Botanifts know very well that

thofe aquatic plants that fpring up
from the bottom of waters h ve,

with a very trifling deviation, he

fame properties and qualitie. in

the frozen regions, as in fultry

and parching climates, and that

their acrimony, cauliicity, infipi-

dity. and coolnefs, are invariable.

The experiments made by Van
Helmont on the willow- tree, mak-
ing it grow in water and a fmall

portion of dried earth, fhew how
much air, and water, added to the

internal labour of plants, contri-

bute to vegetation.

In the memoirs of the French
academy of fciences, we find ex-

periments of a celebrated chemilt,

to prove the exiftence of three

neutral falts, in the extraft of bor-

rage. If he had gone fun her, aqd
proved that one of thefe three falts,

exilled in the earth, which pro-

duced the borrage, he would have
illuftrated the fyllem of phyfics,

and cleared up the point I am
fpeaking of. The fame memoirs
mention another academician, uho
reared an oak for many years,

only with water, the confequenccs
of which fpeak for themfelves.

There are millions of firs about
Valladolid, and Tortofa, replete

with turpentine, and growing in a

fmall portion of earth, and greac

qaantity of fand, in v.hich it

would be difficult to prove that

the thoufandth rart of the turpen-
tine, fo plentifully produced by
thefe trees, had exnted ; of courfe,

it mull be owing to channels of
air, connefted with the tubes of
vegetation.

The condu6\ory vefTels of the
wormwood of Granada, convey a
bicterrefs to the very juice of the

fuear cane, which grows by its

iid : the foil of the king's botanic

garden at Madrid, is of one equal
kind, for all the different plants

that are reared there
; yet fome

produce a vvhclefome fruit, while
others near them, are poifonous;
and one, with fixed alkali, will

thrive ciofe to another, full of vo-
latile alkali.

The mountains and vallies of
Spain, as well as the garden^, are

full of aromatic plants, yet I do
not know that any body has ever

extraded by analyfis, any aroma-
tic water, or volatile oil, from any
uncultivated land.

The variation of foil, or cul-

ture, may alter the form of plants,

change the lullrc of their drapery,

or give additional flavour to their

fruit, but it can never change
their effence and nature, in
proof of chii, it is known there

is only one indigenous cuiip in
Europe, (1 found it in tiower near
Almadcn,) it i^ fmall, yellow, and
ugly, appearing only in the fpring.

Gardeners may invent modes of
cultivation, try all the climates of
Europe, they may produce larg-

er tulips with brighter colours,

but they all will be inodorous ;

and the little tulip of Spain will

give, by analyfis, the very fame
produd as the moll fuperb of the

call, whofe beautiful garment in

comnioa
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common with other gny flowers, is

©win^ to the phlogiilcn in ihe or-

gans of vcge ation, and not to

iron as has been thought. This

phlogifton is inanifeft by analyfis

in the leaves, where the leallatoin

ol iron has never been difcoveretl.

There an- many lands in Spain

which naturally produce faltpetre,

iea-fah, and vitriolic falts ; but

the plants which grow fpontaneouf-

ly in thofe foils, give by analyfis

the fame produd as thofe of their

fpecies in gardens, where there

never was any appearance of falt-

petre, fea-fak,. or vitriolic acid.

Analize as often as you pleafe,

thofe plants fo numerous near iron

mines, whofe roots penetrate into

the very ore, or thofe that grow in

ferruginous and fuperficial earth,

I am fure you will not colled from

their roots, branches, alhes, ex-

trafts, or oils, more iron, than

what is found in the fame fpecies

of plants that fpring up in places

without the lealt communication

with any fuch minerals.

Whatever efficacy there may be

in culture, and manure, to re-

move, abforb, and open the pores

of the earth, enriching the watery

particles, that rife in the vegeta-

tive tubes, conveying new lub-

Jlances v/hich contribute to that

perfedion, we obferve, from the

foil, and which they loie when
trsnfplant d, yet they Hill attain

various iubftances of vegetation

from the air, which chemiih may
look for in vain in the earth '.

Many plants are emollient in

the fpring and fummcr,and aflrip-

gent in autumn and winter. Their
mucilaginous quality admits of al-

teration in the tubes, and the com-
bination of earth, air, and water,

engenders a vitriolic acid f , juit as

the alk;ili and the leaves receive

colour from the phlogillon ; from
whence I conceive the reafon of the

nitrous foil in Spain, abounding
with fuch a prodigious quantity of
f.xed natural alkali ; which calls

to my mind what is fondly ad-
vanced by the adepts, " that fome
lands have the natural properties

of loadilone to attrad peculiar fub-

ftances from the air."

It is certain then, that plants

have proper tubes to attract the

elements, and form a natural fixed

alkali, and have peculiar feparate

principles which only combine by
the means of fire in the ad of com-
buftion to form that artificial fixed

alkali 1 had been taught to believe

was the only one that exilled in

nature.

Perhaps the foda and falicornia

may thrive better when nurtured

by fait water, but it is no lefs cer-

tain that the alkaline bafis of com-
mon fait is found formed in thefe

two plants, and in many others as

well as in the barilla, which is

lowed in many parts of Spain,

where they make as good foap as

that famous fort at Alicant made
with foda and falicornia. With
rcfped to neutral falts, there are at

Icail five fubftances, in which they

* The ingenious author of this reaibtiirg lioe.s not feem to be aware, that it

woiiUi he equally fruitlcis to look for theie lubftunces in the water, or in the

air. If is tiuethat we cannot extrad turpentine from tlie land, or from the

earth, in which the fir trees of ValLuio'id and Tortola grow ; but it is equally

iroe,j.hat wc cannot extriid it either from t!ie air, or froin the wat^r of ihol?

ccrutiits.

f The txilfence of vitiiolic acid in vegetables has not yet been proved.

I

'

are
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arc found, viz. earth, plants, fait

water, mineral, and artificial fub-

fianccs.

After this digreflion, let us now
fee how (altpetre is generally made

in France and in Spain ; I fay no-

thing of England or Holland, be-

caufe they make none, importing

what they want from the Eaii: In-

dies, where it is found naturally

in the eartli, as in Spain, where I

have feen falfpecre made with the

lixivium of nitrous earth, coUeded

in placet where perhaps there never

was a tree nor a plant.

In Paris they have feventeen

faltpetre works : every thing that

is carried on there, as well as in

other part> of the kingdom, is done

according to royal ordinances, in

the manner I am going to relate :

the rubbifh and iikh of old houfes

is carried to the work?, and pound-

ed with hammers; the dull i.-. then

put into caiks, perforated at bot-

tom, the aperture covered with

ftravv, to give a free paffage to the

liquor. Water is then poured on

this duft, which in its paffage car-

ries away all the ialine matter.

This impregnated matter is called

a lye, which if they were at that

period to boil, would produce falt-

petre of a greafy nature ; to re-

medy tills, they purchafe the alhes

of all the wood hres in Paris, from

which they alio draw a lye that is

mixed with the fbinv-'r, then boil

up the whole*. in proportion as

the water evaporates, the common
fait which cryltallizes when hot,

. foon falls to the bottom of the

cauldron, and the lalcpetre, which

only crydallizes when cool, re-

mains difiolved in the water. They
draw off this w.iter, loaded with falt-

petre, into other vefleis, and place
it in the (hade, where the nitre

cryftallizes. This is called falt-

petre of the firfl boiling, having
iHU fome remains of common fait,

earth, and gieafy matter, incor-

porated with it ; it is conveyed to

the arfenal to be propeily refined,

being boiled over again, and left

to cryltaliize two or three times, or
more if found neceflary ; by which
means it is cleared of all its impu-
rities, and becomes perfedly adapt-
ed to the making of gunpowder,
and the other ules to which it is

applied in the arts; but for medi-
cal purpoics, it mult undergo ano-
ther purification. Thofe who are

curious of being more exactly in-

formed, may find a very accurate
account of thefe works in the me-
moirs of the academy of fciences

by Mr. Petit, to which 1 refer

them.

In Spain, where a third part of
all the lands, and the very dult on
the roads in the eallern and ibuth-

ern parts of the kingdom, contaia
natural faltpetre, 1 have feen theni

prepare it in the following man-
her

:

They plough the ground two or
three times in winter, and Ipiing,

near the villages. In AuguR thev
pile it up in heaps of twenty and
thirty feet high : then fill with
thii earth a range of veflel?, of a

conic (hape, perforated at bottom,
obierving to cover the aperture

with mat-weed and a few allies, two

• The faa feems to he this ; the fait they obtain fiom the lye of the ruhbifh,
i< a nitre with an tai thy balis, the fixeJ vegetable alkali piocuied fiom the wood
aflies is then ad>le(l ; this alkali precipitates the earth from the nitrous acid, and
taking its place, forms true laltpetie.
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or three fingers deep, that the

water may jail filter through.

They then pour on the water,

(fometimes without putting any

afhes) ; the lye that refults from

this operation is put into a boiler.

The common fait, which as we
faid before precipitates, and cry-

llallizes when warm, falls to the

bottom of the cauldron in a pro-

portion of 40 lb. to a quintal of

materials *
; then the liquor is

poured into buckets placed in the

ihade, where it fhoot?", and cry-

fiallizes into faltpetre. The great

quantity of common fait which

accompanies the nitre, makes me
think, that the marine acid with

its bafis is converted into nitre.

The fame earth, deprived of its

nitrous quality by this procefs, is

again carried back to the fields,

and expofed to the elements, by

which means in the courfe of a

twelvemonth, affirred by the all-

powerful and invifible hand of na-

ture, it again becomes impregnat-

ed with a freih fupply of nitre ;

and what is ftill more furprifing,

and cannot be cbferved without

admiring the wonderful works of

the omnipotent Creator, the fame

lands have produced time imme-
morial an equal quantity of falt-

petre ; ib that if the fupreme

power was to annihilate all the

fafticious faltpetre of France and

Germany, Spain alone could fup-

ply the reifc of the world, without

the aid of a fixed alkali, aihes or

vegetables, if public csconomy

joined hands with indulhy, and

affilied in bringing thefe great

points to perfcclion. I once ailced

one of thefe people the reafon of

that confiant produ£lion of falt-

petre, but his only anfwer was,
" I have two fields, I fow one
" with corn, and have a crop, I
*• plough the other, and it fur-

'* nifhes me Oiltpetre."

This faltpetre thus cryftallized is

fimilar to that of Paris of the firft

boiling. In Spain they only boil

it once more, and it becomes per-

feft, and proper for m.aking of

gunpowder, aqua fortis, and other

purpofes of the (hops. Its bafis

placed in a cellar, attrafts the

dampnefs of the air, lofes its ac-

tivity, and forms a fixed alkali,

which mixed with the vitriolic

acid, forms a vitriolated tartar, a

certain proof that the nitrous air

of Spain is natural and perfedl ia

itfelf, without the afiiltance of any
fixed alkali whatever.

I Ihall not dwell upon the pro-

portion of faltpetre, fulphur, and
coal, ufed in the making of gun-
powder ; as it depends upon ex-

perience, and is generally known.
I was prefent at the proofs made
by the king's officers in Granada,
to afcertain whether the powder
had the qualities required, in or-

der to be admitted or refufed; but

I do not think thofe proofs were

to the purpofe, as new made pow-
der perhaps may throw a ball to

the dillance required ; yet to form

a true judgment of its real quality

and goodnels, it ihould be tried in

difi^erent places and climates, and

at various feafons of the year ; for

1 am convinced that the gun-
powder which would come up to

the ftrength required by the king

in the dry and warm climate ot

Andaiufia, would be found defi-

* Thz Spanifli quintal is icolb. weight, and about 071b. English. The
anobe of Madrid is 25 Ib. Spanifh, and four arrobes make onequmtal.

cie.n:
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cient in the damp and moift air of

Galicia, which fhews how little

fuch experiments are to be de-

pended upon. Of all the inven-

tion:. I know of for this purpofe,

the leaft imperfed is that of iVIr.

Darcy, a defign of which may be

feen in the firll: volume of Mr.

Beaume's treaufe on chemiftry.

When the Count de Aranda was
diredor of the engineers, I re-

member an old otRcer of artillery

informed me that in the lall wars

in Italy, he had feen barrels of

gunpowder, that were good in the

morning, and bad the next night:

this did not furprize me, knowing
the variations of weather, and the

effcfts of dampnefs piercing thro'

the cafks and damaging the pow-
der, fo as to render it unfit for

f rvice, for which reafon every pre-

caution fliould be taken to guard
againlt thefe inconveniences.

Extrafl from Dr. Ingenhoufz'j ^r-
couftt of a newj infammab.e Air,

ivhich can be made in a Moment

,

^without Apparatus, and is as ft
for Explofon as any other inflam-

mable Gaffes.

{From the FhuoJ. 7ranf. Vol. 69.]

THE difcovcry of the various

kinds of inflammable airs

or gafles becoming powerfully cx-
ploiivc, when they arc mixed with
a fufiicicnt quantity of common
air, and ftill more fo when they

are comb'ned with dephlogifti-

cated air, is one of thofe improve-
ments in natural philofophy which,
giving occafion to various amufing
and inrerelHiig experiments, have
call at the fame time a new light upon
l^ome powerful agents, whofe laif-

chievous force was known, though
thsir nature was ftill in the dark.

As thofe inflammable airs have
been of late years one of the prin-

cipal philofophical amufcments, I

intend to lay before the Royal So-
ciety an eafy method of producing,
without any trouble or particular

apparatus, fuch quantity of an in-

flammable air or gafs as may be
required.

Being at Amfterdam in Novem-
ber 1777, Meilieurs i^neae and
Cuthbertfon, two ingenious philo-

fophers of that city, were fo good.

as to fhew me fome curious expe-
riments with explofive and in-

flammable airs of different kinds.

They produced an inflammable
air, by mixing together equal
quantities of oil of vitriol and fpi-

rit of wine, and applying heat to

the phial containing the com-
pound. A great quantity of white
vapour was extricated, which,
pafling up the inverted receiver

filled with water, fettled at the

top and depreffed the water, as

other airs do. This air foon be-

came clear, the white fumes being
abforbed by the water. This air

was eafily lighted in an open cy-

lindrioal glafs, and burnt almoft

as clear as a candle, the flame de-
fcending gradually lower and lower

till it reached the bottom. A very
little quantity of this air mixed
with common or dephlogifticated

air, for inllance, one fourteenth,

or one tenth part, and kindled by
an eledlrical fpark, exploded v/ith

a very Icud report, and fliattered

the glafs to pieces in which it was
kindled, when it did not find a
ready vent.

They had contrived a kind of a

piftol for the purpofe, confilling of

a llrong cylindrical glafs tube witk

a pilton adapted to it. To the

end
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end of this tube was fixed a brafs

barrel, like that of a cotumon
piltol : into this barrel a brals bul-

let was put Icofc. fo that the bar-

rel was placed a little above the

level, to prf.vtiu the bullet rolling

out. The barrel was diiedled to a

board of oak at eight or ten feet

diftance. A proper quantity of

common and inflammable air (pro-

duced in the manner above men-
tioned) being drawn into the glafs

tube by means of the pifton, it

was fired by directing an electrical

explofion through it. The e.xplo-

lion was very loud : the ball hit

the board with fuch a force that it

made a llroi.g impreffion in it, and

recoiled with a confiderable force,

fo as to hit the wall behind us,

and to put us in fome danger of

being hurt by its rebounding

force.

The fame gentlemen told me,
that this inflammable al. had in

fome refpefts the advantage over

the inflammable airs extradted from

metals by the vitriolic or marine

acid, and that extrafted from mud
or marflies; becaufe this air being

heavier than either of thefe airs,

and even than common air, is not

fo eafily loft out of an open veflel

;

and, that when it efcapes into the

open air, it agreeably perfumes

the room with the finell oi fpiritus

ijitrioli dulds or aether ; whereas

the other inflammable airs, which
from their lefi fpecific gravity

efcape eafily into the common air,

yield an ofFenfive, difagreeable

flench.

Mr. .^neae, having examined
the fpecitic gravities of the differ-

ent inflammable aiis compared with

common air, favoured me with the

following refult of his inquiries

:

A veflel, which contained the

weight of I .8 grains of common
air, conf'incd 25 grains of inflam-

mable air cxtraded from iron by
vitriolic acid, and 92 grains of in-

flammable air extracted from mud
or marlbes, and 150 grains of that

e.xtraded from oil of vitriol and
fpirit of wine.

I was much pleafed with the

above-mentioned experiment, and
immediately thought that the ope-
ration of extrading this inflamma-
ble air or vapour could bs dif-

penfed with by employing vitriolic

zether, which in reality is contain-

ed in the vapour expelled by heat

from oil of vitriol and fpirit of

wine, which vapour, condenfed in

the procels of difliillation, yields

jether.

The firft attempts I made proved

unfuccefsful ; however, the rea-

fons why I did not fucceed in the

beginning I found afterwards to

be, either that I employed too

great a quantity of aether, or that

the air or vapour of the asther was
not thoroughly incorporated with

the other air ; for the fame num-
ber of drops of cEther poured into

the air piftol, which would not

produce an explofion when the

pillol was not fliaken, made a very

loud one when it was forcibly agii-

tated.

The furefV method of fucceeding

I find to be the following: I dip

a fmal! glafs tube, open on both

fides, and the bore of which is one

twelfth of an inch in diameter, into

a/phial containing icther, and when
two or threedropsof the liquid have

entered the tube I apply my finger

to the upper end of it;, to keep the

liquor fufpended. I take the tube

out of the phial, and thruil it

immediately into a fmall caout-

chouckt or clallic gum bottle : this

being
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tjeing done, I withdraw my finger

from the tube, and take it out of

the caoittckouck 9 thus the little

quantity of ather, fufpended in the

end of the tube, is dropped into

the caoutchouck, the neck of which

16 to be immediateiy inverted into

the orifice of the air piilol, and,

after giving it a gentle Iquteze,

withdrawn out of it : after which,

a bullet or a cork is to be thruft

into the mouth of the pillol, when
it is ready for firing. Thi5 v/hole

operation may be performed in the

fpace of five or fix feconds.

The confiderable force of explo-

fion, and the loud report of the

ordinary inllammable airs, induc-

ed Mr. Volta, of Como, to be-

lieve, that thefe airs might, per-

haps, become a fubltitute to gun-

powder. If this expedation iiad

been well founded, the greatetc

def:der..tu>n would, 1 think, have

been to find out a way to pro-

duce fuch air at any time without

trouble, and to carry it about in

as little compafs as poirible: v/hich

two conditions I fhould have pretty

nearly fulfilled, as all the infiam-

m.ible air requifite for the explofion

of the pillois contrived by Mr.
Volta is conuined in the bulk of

one fingle drop of aether ; which

drop, poured in the pillol icfclf, is

full fufficient to produce a very

powerful explofion.

J found that artiier, in which as

much urinous phofphorus is dif-

folved as will make it luminous in

the dark, when lome drops are

poured upon water ; is very brifk

in taking fire, when employed tor

an inilammable air pitlol ; but (hat

the experiment, when repeated,

will be apt to fail, becaufe the

phofphoric acid which remains in

the pillol, ard bv its nature a^-

VoL.XXIir.

trafts the humidity of the atmo-
fphere, wilj foon fill the infiJe of
the piilol with a coat of moi.ture,

and prevent th-' electrical fparkfrom
kindling the inflammable air.

It appeared, that a little cam-
phire difiblved in ather increafes

its explofive force, and m^ikes it

lefs apt to faii.

As this inflammable air is hea-
vier than common air, it is clear,

that the mouth of the air piilol

fhould be kept upwards at the time

of charging it ; whereas it is better

to invert ttje piilol when the ordi-

nary inflammable airs are employ-
ed, which, being fpecifically lighter

than common air, rife of them-
felves in the piilol when i:s mouili

is placed inverted upon the ori-

fice of the vefTcl which contains

them.

It is true, that the fqueezing

tke elafiicgum bottle, when placed

upon the piftol, forces fome or the

inflammable gafs out of it, which,

is loil in the common air ; but

notv/ithllanding this wafle, the in-

fli'.mmable air which remains ia

the piitol is fufilcient to produce a

loud report, which is all that is

required. Indeed, one fingle drop

of the £e:her could be eafily fliaken

out of the glafs tube immedi.ucly

into the piitol, without making
ul'e of the elallic gum bottle ; but

this drop, evaporating into ela;'lic

air, leaves behind it a good deal

of moii'iure, whether inhereiu in

the 2ther ilfelf, or attratfted from

the atmofphere. i his m'oiihue, ia

the way I ufe to load the pilto',

remains in the eialbc gum bottle,

which is therefore always found

moill when the exoeriment is re-

peated feveral times.

It was, indeed, known before

this lime^ that Kthcr and c i.er

I icla-
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volatile inflammable liquors fpread,

by evaporating, inflammable efflu-

via thro' the lurroundirg air, efpe-

cially when they are heated ; and
that thefe eflluvia have fometimes

by the imprudent approach of a

candle taken fire, and conveyed

the inflammation to the liquor it-

felf: but I never heard that any
body employed thefe liquors in-

ftead of ordinary inflammable air

in communicating to common air

an exploiive quality, or in firing

inflammable air piftols, before I

communicated the experiment to

my friends.

Dodtcr Ingenhoufz next gives a

comparative view of the expanding

force of this air and of gunpow-
der, together with fome confider-

ations on the nature of the latter

fubftance. In the appendix, he

has given the following account of

fome farther experiments on the

lame fubjeft

:

In the foregoing paper I at-

tempted to give a comparative view

of the explofive force of gunpow-
der and inflammable exploiive air,

which latter I had found to be i'o

far ftiort of the explofive force of

gunpowder as not to conceive any

well grounded hope that it could

ever become a fubltitute to this in-

gredient.

At that time I had not yet tried

the efFetfl of very pure depiilogif-

ticated air combined with that in-

flammable air, into which I had

found that vitriolic a;ther ii chang-

ed in an inflant.

1 mult ftcknovvledge, that I had

but fmall evpectations from the

force of thefe two airs combined;
for as I had always obferved, that

iether air coipbined uith common
air is lefs brifk in taking fire, and

lefs powerful in exploding, than
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inflammable air extratfled from the

vitriolic or marine acid, I thought

that the fame aether air combined
with very pure dephlogillicated air

would alio be leis powerful than

common inflammable air from me-
tals. But how far experience con-

tradided this theoretical analogy

will be feen in the following lines.

Abbe Fontana was fo good as to

aflift me in, this purfuit. Having
produced a good quantity of pure
dephlogifticated air from red pre-

cipitate by heat, we firft filled a

llrong two-ounce phial (the orifice

of which was fo wide that it could

fcarce be covered with the thumb,
fo that the bottle was almolt cy-

lindrical) with this air, in the

ufual manner, by filling i: firft

with water, inverting it, and let-

ting ths air rife in it; which be-

ing done, we dropped one drop of

aicher (in which a fmall quantity

of camphire was diflblved) into it,

?nd fiiut it immediately with the

thumb. After having given it

fome concufiions, the orifice was
applied to the flame of a candle,

by withdrawing the thumb when
the orifice was clofe to the flame :

the air inilantly took fire, and ex-

ploded with fueh a ftrong report,

that, if the phial had not been

very flout. It would moft probably

have been Ihattered into pieces,

notvvithllanding its wide orifice.

We repeated the fame experimeni;

with the fame fuccefs.

1 v;3s the more alloniflied at the

uncommon loud report (confider-

ing the wide orifice ot the phial),

becaufe, having often tried iether

air in the fame way with common
air, I never found it explode with

any conhderable degree of force ;

and therefore I found it neceflary,

in order to procure a loud report,

to
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to kindle it by an eleiElrical fpark

direiled through the piftol, when
its orifice was Ihut up by a cork,

the refiitance of which was the

chief caufe of the report.

This wonderful cffed in an open

vefiel could not fail of giving me
a good expeftation of a very power-

ful effed, if this compound air was
fhut up in an air pillol by a cork

fquee^ed into its orifice. As it

had been now kindled twice by the

flame of a candle, I wanted to kin-

dle it by the fame means in an

air piftol ; for this purpofe we dril-

led a faiall hole in the fide of the

piitol, which was made of tin, and
contained about nine cubic inches

of fpace. We filled it with deph-
logiih'cated air in the fame manner
as we had filled the phial by means
of water; and after having pour.d
into it one dropof sther by means
of a glafs tube (in the nlanner

above defcribed), we (hut the ori-

fice by thrulling a cork into it,

and kept a fingei' applied to the

touch-hole which was drilled in

the fide of the pillol. To avoid

iiccidents if the pillol (hould burll,

we thought it prudent to fqueeze

the cork very gently into the ori-

fice, fo that the refiilance fhould

be very moderate. Abbe Fontana
wrapped a towel round the piftol

for lecurity's fake, leaving only

the touch-hole uncovered ; which
being brought near the flame of
a wax taper, the air inilantly

took fire, and exploded with fuch

a ilrong report, that his hearing,

.as well as mine, was much hurt by
it. The cork, which was a very •

found one, flew to pieces again ll

the wall ; and the Abbe felt fuch

a confiderable fhock in his hands,

that he did not think ic fafe to re-

peat the experiment, unlefs a
flronger piftol could be procured.

Encouraged by fuch uncommoa
and unevpcdled efFeds, I went im-
mediately to Mr.Nairne to enquire,

whether he ftill had in his pofleflion

a ftrong brafs air piftol, which he
had made laft fummer according

my diredion ? I was lucky enough,

to find it : nothing was to be dons

to it but to drill a touch-hole ia

the left fide of it, in order to

kindle it by a flame if required.

This touch hole was to be fliut up
by a brafs male fcrevv fitted exadly

to it, when che piftol was intend-

ed to be fired by an eleftrical

fpark.

The air box of this piftol was a

cylinder four inches long and two
inches in diameter. The fore

part of the air box, to which the

piliol barrel fitted to receive a

leaden ball or a cork was fixed,

had a broad flioulder, which was

faftened to the body of the air box
by fix ftron:^ brafs fcrews, which
never had been loofened by former

explofions. A leaden bullet, wrap-

ped up in leather, was forcibly

rammed into the piRol barrel as

far as the fcreWj v^'hich joins the bar-

rel with the air box. The pillol was

filled with pure dephlogifticated

air (which was drawn- in by the

pifton from an elaftic gum bottle),

aiid one drop of aether being pour-

ed into it, the air within was kin-

dled by a-.i electrical fpark direfted

through it. The air took fire

;

the explofion was as loud as that

of a common mulket, and the

force fo great, that the whole fore

part of the air box with the piftoi

barrel flew off, all the fix fcrews

were broke, and the ftrong and

tough m«tal of which they were

1 z made
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made was rent. Three ftrong brafs

fcrews, by which the bottom of

the air box was fixed to the wooden

handle, were loofened, and the

whole frame of the piito! was out

of order. The fubftance of the air

barrel, where it was tore, was of

the thicknefs of about a half crown

piece.

Being now convinced, that the'

inflammable air from metals with

dephlogidicated or comnton air, is

far inferior to the force of gun-

powder, the explcfive force of^he

compound of dephlogiilicatcd and

aiiher air approaches it much near-

er, I thought it worth while to fit

the piftol up in fuch a manner as

to be out of all danger of bunling.

For this purpoie 1 defired Mr.

Nairne to adapt, and folder to the

fore part of the air box, a hollow

cone of brafs, ^he extremity of

which fhould terminate in the gun

barrel.

As the pifton could not reach to

the extremity of this conical hol-

low {which confequentiy mufl be

always filled with common air), I

defired him to fix to the piiion an

ivory cone, through which the two

wires would pafs to meet ore ano-

ther at the furface of the cone,

leaving an interltice between them

of about one line, through which

the eleftrical fparl: (hoaid leap

and fee fire to the air. This ivory

cone fnutting up exaclly the whole

cavity of tiie air box, no air could

come into it but what was drawn

in by the pilton.

The cone, inilead of ivory, may
be made of folid glafs, which is a

better non-conductor than ivory.

The canals in the ivory, through

which the two v.ires pafs, may be

made wide enough to contain a

glafs tube, through which the

wires pais ; or to be filled with a

non-condufting cement, as feal-

ing-vvax, for the fame purpofe.

The cone may even be made of

brafs, provided two glafs tubes are

lodged in it, to give a paflage to

the two wires. •^

I kindle this pifiol fcmetimes

by putting in the touch hole a lit-

tle bit of a cotton thread foaked in

moill gunpowder and dried after-

wards ; or a bit of thofe paper

matches which the Chinefe put

into thofe little fquibs, which go
by the name of India crackers. I

fometimes icindle it by holding the

flame of a candle or a burning

paper to the touch-hole. In this

cafe it is to be cbferved, that the

touch- hole fiiu'l be kept upwards,

if the piftcl ib loaded with inflam-

mable air from metals, becaufe

this air being lighter than common
air, will rife out of the hole and

meet the flame. The contrary muft

be done when ather air is employ-

ed. It being heavier than common
air, and thus difpofed to defcend

and fall upon the flame kept un-

der it.

To fill this piflol with any air,

J commonly firft fill an elalHc gum
bottle v.'ith it, the orifice of which
is juil big enough to receive that

part of the gun barrel which is

fi>,ed to the air box: thu5, by
fqueezing between my feet the

elailic gum bottle, I draw in at

the fame time the air by drawing
up the pifton. A bladder is alfo

very fit for this purpofe, and has

the advantage above an elaftic gum
bottle ill not requiring to be fqueez-

ed to draw the air out of it.

Inflammable air from metals

wiil rife in ihe piflol of itfelf, when
its
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its orifice is kept upon the bottle

containing it.

If the piftol is deflined to be al-

ways kindled by the fiame of a

candle or a match, as I have de-

fcribed, it would be better to have

no piflon to it, as it may then be

filled by the means of water, and
the explofive force will be fo much
the greater, as fome of the flame

makes eat'ily its way over the lea-

ther of the pifton, and rufhes out

backward, which, I find, is often

the cale, if the ballet is rammed in

the barrel fomewhat too tightly.

It would, perhaps, not be an

eafy undertaking to give a fatis-

faftory reaion, why a drop of aether

communicates to dephlogilticated

air a much ftronger explo(ive force

than common inflammable air

from metals. May it not be faid,

that common inflammable air from
metals, having only about one
fifth of the fpeciiic gravity of the

dephlogilticated air, the two fluids

do not penetrate one another fo

readily and fo intimately as the

compound of dephlogilticated and
aether air, which are both nearly

of the fame fpecific gravity, each

being fomewhat heavier than com-
mon air i for it feems not impro-

bable, that the fwiftnefs with

which the flame is propagated

through the mafs of this compound
air, depends partly on the inti-

mate mixture of the phlogifton

with the dephlogilticated air.

Might not this phenomenon be af-

fcribed to the greater bulk of in-

flammable air from metals com-
pared with the fmall compafs which
one Angle drop of x'ther occupies,

which lall ingredient, when pure,

feems to be an eflence of the in-

flammable principle of the fpirit

of wine, a pure phlogiflon con-
centrated in the form of a liquid ?

Indeed the inflammable air from
metals feems to be rather a com-
poLsnd of phlogifton and fome kind
of elaltic permanent fluid than a
pure inflammable fluid ; for this

air, after having loit all its in-

flammability, by being kept a long
while upon water, occupies Itill a
confiderable fpace, and is thea

become phlogilticated air ; that is

to fay, fuch an air as is not to be
diminilhed by nitrous air, or to be
inflamed.

Thotigh I have no reafon to al-

ter my former aflertion, that the

force of gunpowder is proportion-

able to the fudden extrication of a

great quantity of the elaltic fluid

generated in the moment of con-
flagration, and the expanfion of

this fluid by heat, communicated
to it in the fame moment of its

extrication ; and that the force of
inflammable explolive air can only

be proportionable to the fudden
e.vpanfion by heat in the moment
of the inflammation (for no ne>v

extrication here takes place) ; yet

I did not confider enough in the

account the fuddennefs of this ex-

panfion, which may make a con-
fiderable difference in the force

of the cxplofion. And indeed the

above-mentioned experiments feem
to demonftrate, that the inflam-

mation of the compound of pure
dephlogilticated and a;ther air

fpreads with fuch a velocity through

the wliole mafs as to be almoll in-

Itantaneouj.

It is well known, th.it mechani-

cal power chiefly depends cpon
the velocity with which a body is

endowed in the inilant of exertiog

it ; or that the msmintum, or forc«

i 3 ^
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of a body, muft be computed by
multiplying the' quantity of matter
into the velocity with which it

moves. Thus, if this new com-
pound of dephlogiliicated and
ather air expands with ten times

greater velocity than any other in-

Hammable explofive air, its force

will be about ten times greater.

As it feems to be probable,

from what is already faid, that this

compound of explofive air may be

put to more ufes than that of an

amufing experiment, I think it

worth while for men engaged in

this branch of natural philofophy

to look out for a method of pro-

ducing at pleafure any quantity

of dephlogiliicated air required.

Confidering the rapid progrefs.

which is dally made on the im-
portant fubjed of air, I canrsot

but flatter myfelf, that this great

difcovery is not far off. The be-

nefit which would arife from fuch

a difcovery for animal life mult

encourage every philofopher to

purfue this objed. Indeed, if we
confider that nitre contains this

wonderful aerial fluid in a mod
concentrated Itate, and that the

nitrous ncid feems to be nothing

elfe but this beneficial fluid com-
biued wiih phlogiiton*, which feems

to be imbibed by the vegetable al-

kali, when the acid is expelled

by heat in the form of this air;

that thii beneficial aerial fluid ex-

ills alfo, in a moil concentrated

Hate, in bodies almofi every where
to be found, as are calces of metal,

principally that of iron ; that com-
mon water contains it in great

abundance, fo that the light and
warmth of the fun extradls it to

one fifteenth of the buik of the wa-
ter, as Dr. Priellley found, that

even the mafs of our atm.ofphere is

nothing elfe but this very air foiled

with impurities, if we confider, I

fay, all this, is it not reafonable

to hope, that we are near the im-
portant inftant when this falubrious

aerial flwid will be procured for

many ufeful purpofes in a fuflicient

quantity, either by the difcovery

of a ready way to let loofe this air

from the bodies in which it is as it

were imprifoned, or by filtrating

or purifying common air from its

impurities ?

USEFUL
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USEFUL PROJECTS.

Ohfervations on Mineral Polfons.

UR Vol. for the year 1778
contained an account of

Monf. Navic's propofal of the

liver of fulphur as an antidote *

againfl; certain metallic poiions.

This idea, it appears however,

has long before occurred to, and
been fucceAfully applied by,

others. We have {\x\<iQ {ttn a

paper on this fubjed, inferted in

the 6th vol. of the Edinburgh
Medical Commentaries, wh rein

alkaline falcs are recommended on
the fame principle, j he direuions

there laid down are full, clear, and
eafy, being drawn up with a view

to fupply the omiflion on this head
in Tifl'ot and Ruchan, authors on
whom the public rely greatly and
jullly, but who have not noticed

this eUicacious remedy. As the

particular fpecies of poifon taken

is often not afcertained, and the

efFeds produced by it are To fudden

as fometimes not to admit of calling

in medical alililancc, it is of im-
portance that a method whic h bids

fo fair to be attended v/ith faccefs

iliould be extenfive'y known.
We therefore lay before our

readers the concluding paragraphs

of that paper ; in the former part

of which is given the cafe of two

women poifoned at Liverpool, in

-April 1774. with corrofivs fub-

limate, one of whom died, the

other, under the direftion of Dr.
Houliion, took the alkali, by
which fhe found inllant relief, and
foon pcifeflly recovered. The
concl'jfion he draws from the

hifiory of this cafe is as follows :

' In all cafes of poifon it is

prudent immediately to give a

{blution of an alkali, followed.

by a vomit. If the poifon bs

corrofive fublimate, an alkali,

cither fixed or volatile, will

decompofe it, and precipitate

the metal in a form nearly in-

oiFenhve. It will have a fimilar

effeil on the fugar of lead, the

extraiil of lead, emetic tartar,

or any metallic fait. If the

poifon be arfenic, Newmann
obferves, that " alkalies will

very plentifully difi'olve it."

And if fo, as it is difficultly fo-

luble in water, the vomit will

then fucceed the better to dif«

charge it. Whether or no ful-

phur, exhibited in any form,

might Icffen the danger of arfe-

nic is not clear, though thcle

two, when united, are not poi-

fonous. If the poifon be of the

vegetable clafs, an alkali can be

of no diifervice, nor interfere

* Pjintcd by niiltake. AiiccAote,

I 4 with
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* with the other means of reme-
* dying by evacuation, nor yet by
* the lubfequent ufe of aci^s, fo
* llrongiy infilled on by Tifibt, as
* counterafting the effefts of nar-
* cotic.^ ; fince acids, given to-
* gether with alkaline fait?, are
* pronounced to be attended with
* great fuccefs in this cafe, by Dr.
' Mead and others.

• To fupply the omiflion then
* in thofe popular writers, might
* not the following dircftions be
* given on this fubjedl ?' "When
*' fymptoms of poifon appear,
* mix a tea-fpoonful of any of
" the following articles, fait of
** tartar, fy It of wormwood, pearl-
" afh, potafli, fpintof hartfhorn,
" or fal volatile, with half a pint
•* of water, and of this let one
*' half be given to the patient im-
*• mediately, and the other in a
*-' Ihort time afcerwards. It will
" fometimes give great relief, and
" the vomiting will ceafe. That
** however is Hill to be promoted,
** and if it does not return on
*' drinking of warm water, &c.
*' after waiting a while, it will
•' be proper to give a vomi: of
** ipecacuanha, or, if tha: is rot
** fufficient, one liill ftrorr^er.
** /ifcer each vomiting, a dole of
*' this folution of fait of tartar
*' fhould be given, and it may
" be repeated every two or three
*« hours, efpecially if the pain of
*' the .lom.ach returns. Jt fhoald
" be concinued too, in fmall dofes,
*' for foms time after the fymp'
*' tonisdifappear. If none of thefe
•' falts are at hand, a little wood-
" aflies mixed with boiling water
*' will anfwer the fame end, fnf.
*' fering them to ftand till' they
" fettle, and pouring the water
'' dear off, or Altering through

*• linen. By tailing it, the de-
*' gree of faltnefs will determine
•* if the folution be llrong enough ;

" if it be not difagreeauly fo it

" may be given,"

77v folioivitig Memoir has been

obligingly communicated to us by

Dr. Percival, nxhofe zeal in

'vchate'ver relates to the interejis

cf focictyy can only he equalled

by his profound and extenji've

knonjjledge of thoje fuhjeds that

are moji effentially calculated to

promote them.

To the Right Honourable the Earl of
Stamford, Prefid nt of the Jigri-

culture Society at Mancheller.

My Lord,

THE following account of a

new method cf making pot-

afh was lately read before the Royal
Society, and will be inferred in

the next publication of that learned

body. But as the difcovery is

highly interelting to the farmer,

and the Philofophical Tranfaftions

are in few hands, I take the liberty

of communicating it to the Agri-

culture Society.

I have the honour to be,

my lord, your lordlhip's

moft faithful humble

Manchejler, fervant,

Jpril ig, 1780. Tho. PcRCl'/AL.

j^n Acco: nt cf a niiv and cheap

Method cf preparing Vet ajhcs ;

'v:ith Obfer'vations,

THE Agriculture Society at

Mancheller have long re-

commended the making of refer-

voirs, for the water which flows

from
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from dunghills in farm -yards.

This water is ftrongly impregnated

with the fahs and putrid matter

of the dunghill ; and by llagnation

it acquites a much higher degree

of putrefcency, and probably be

comes proportionably more replete

with falts. When thus collected

and improved, it is pumped into

an hogftiead, which being fi-awn

upon a fledge or fmall cart, is

c. nveyed into the meadow'^, for

the purpofe of fprinkling them
with thii rich manure. This im-

portant improvemen: in rural

ceconomy, I apprehend, has not

been extended much beyond the

diilrid of our fociety ; and it Teems

to be unknown to one of the lateil

and molt intelligent writers on

hufbandry. For Lord K;iims in

a recent work on this lubj &., of

which he has favoured me with a

cop7, has not even mentioned it.

JBut thefe refervoirs may be ap-

plied to a purpofe ftill more fub-

fervient to public utility, than
that above defcribed. Jofiah Birch,

Efq. a gentleman who carries on
an exteniive manufaftory, and
bleaches his own yarn, abo»t fix

months ago was induced, by a
happy turn of thought, to try

whether the dunehill water might
not be convert'-d into pot-aflies.

He accordingly evaporated a large

quantity of it, and burnt the re-

fiduum in an oven ; the produftof
which fo perfectly anfwered his

expedations, iha he has ever fince

continued to prepare thefe afhes,

and to employ them jn the procefs

of bucking. A itranger to that

narrownefs of fpirit, which feeks

the concealment of a lucrative dif-

covery, he isdefirous that it fliould

be communicated to the Royal
Society, and has furniflied me with
the following acv;ount, together

with the plan annexed*.

The

-»
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*' The quantity of muck-water
e« uied was twenty-four wine
*' pipes full ; which employed a
*' man and two horfes two days,

*' to cart it from the pump to the

*' pan wherein it was boiled : but
*' this expence I fliall now fave ;

** as I fliall lay a foiigh of brick,

*' which will convey it from the
** pump to the boiler. The coals

«• ufed to boil and barn it, were

" one hundred and twenty baffiets ;

" and { fuppofe each bafket weighs
** fix fcore pounds, or upwards.
" One man was occupied three
" weeks in boilino and burning.
" The quantity of afhes made
" was 9cwt. 1 qr. 12 lb. well
" worth, at the prefent price of
" afhes here, two guineas per
" hundred.

*' 9 cwt. I qr. 12 lb. at 42s. per cwt.
*' A man and two horfes two days, at 6s. ^o;
«* 120 bafkets of coals, at 5d. per balket, 2;
" A man's wages for three weeks, i :
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neir the fire, acquires a powdery pot-a(h diffolved entirely in half

Surface. It^ is hard, and of a

fpongy texture when broken, with

many fmall cryftals in its fubftance.

The colour of its internal parts is

duflcy, and variegated. To the

taite it is acrid, ialine, and fui-

phureous. It emits no fmell of

voiiuile alkali either in a folid

a pint of hot water ; but when the
liquor was cold, a large purple
fediment fubfided to the bottom;
and it was found, that this fedi-

nent amounted to about two-
thirds of the whole quantity of
afhes ufcd.

I have not leifure at prefent to

form, diflblved, or when added to profecute thefe experiments far-

lime-water ; neither does it com- ther : and (hall theiefore content

nuinicate the fapphire colour to a myfelf with making a few general

fchition of blue vitriol. Silver is obfervations on the facts which
quickly tinged black by it, a proof have been advanced,

that i: contains much phlogiflon. i. This pot-afh is a true fixed ve-
Ten grains of this pct-alh required getable alkali, and a prcdurt of
eleven drops of the weak fpirit of putrefaction which has not, that 1

vitriol to faiurate them : the like recoUeft, been noticed by the

quantity of fait of tartar required,

of the fame acid, twenty-four

drops. A llrong efFcrvefccnce oc-

curred in both mixtures : from the

former a fulphureous vapour was

exhaled. A tea-fpoonful of the

fyrup of violets, diluted with an

ounce of water, was changed into

a bright green colour by five grains

of the fait oi" tartar ; but ten grains

of thi". new pot-afli were ncceffary

chemifts. A very celebrated writer

has even in evprefs terms afferted,

that '* all vegetables, not except-
" ing thofe which in their natural
" llate furnilh alhes containing
*' much fixed alkali, when burnt,
*' after their acid has been alter-
•' ed by a compleat putrcfaflion,
•' leave afhes entirely free from
" alkali *."

2. The quantity of alkali con-
to produce the fame hue in a fimi- taincd in this pot-alh may, with
lar mixture. Half an ounce of the feme probability, be ettimated at

1774-
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about one-third of its weight

;

whereas the white Mufcovy afhes

are fai-d to yield only one-eighth

part *. Of its impurities, fulphur

is the moft injurious to its bleach-

ing powers, and fhould, in the

preparation of it, be carefully fe-

parated. A longer-continued, and
more gentle calcination, in a fur-

nace fupplied with a fufficient cur-

rent of air, might, perhaps, anfwer

this end. But the moft efrectual

method would be to lixiviate the

falts with pure water, after a mo-
derate fufion, and then to evapo-

rate them flowly to drynefs. It

muft, however, be remarked, that

in thus freeing the pot-afh from
phlogiftic matter, another impurity

is generated. For both the action

of fire, and the folution in water,

convert into earth a portion of the

alkaline fait.

3. No quick-lime appears to be

contained in this pot-a<h : for a

folulion of it, poured from its

fedinient, remained clear, thou^^h

long expofed to the air. Nor did

it acquire any milkinefs by being
^)lown into from the lungs. But
perhaps the addition of thiscauftic

fubftance, in a due proportion,

would increafe its activity and
value, when employed in many
of the arts. For the Ruffian pot-

afli is more pungent to the tatce,

faturates a larger proportion of

acid, and diffolves oils more pow-
erfully than the purer alkaline

falts. And Dr. Home has provedf

,

that thefe qualities depend on a

Jarge admixture of quick-lime.

4. It would be worthy of trial,

10 ascertain whether the large

purple fediment, which fubfides

when this pot-a(h is lixiviared,

might not be applied to the nianu-

fadure of Pruffian blue; or ufed

in the manner recommended by
Mr, Macquer, for dying wool and

filk. See the Memoirs of the

French Academy for the year

1749 t-

5. The farmer, though he live

atadiftance from the manufactures

in which pot-afh is employed, may
find his account in preparing it

from dunghill--*^ater. For it will

furnifh him with a top-drefilng for

his garden and land, of great fer-

tilizing powers. But if fewel be

dear v/here he refides, and neceffa-

ries wanting for the conftruftion of

a furnace, thefimple evapoiatioi' of

the water may iuffice. And the

putrid lye, thus reduced to a loiid

form, will prove to be a rich ma-
nure. At Hart-hill, ray fummer
abode, about three rniles from

Manchefter, I have lately pradlifed

a method of making a compoit of

dunghill-waier. The weeds and
Takings of the garden, the dreffings

of the fields, the leaves blown fom
the trees, and other refufe matters,

are put together near therefervoir;

out of which the water is occa-

fionally pumped, and fcattered

over the heap. So ftrong a fer-t

ment almoft inftantly excites pu-

trefaction ; and thefe vegetable

fabfcances are foon converted into

a fertile mould, which, retaining

the falts and oils of the aunghill

water, fufFers the fuperfluous

moilture to exhale into the air, or

to percolate through it. And I

have found by experience, that the

* Home on Bleaching, page 157.

f Efl'ay on Bleaching.

j Sse alfo Nf-Uinann's Qhtaudr;., by lewis.

compofl.
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Compoft, thus prepared, is laid on

the meadows at lefs expence, and

that it is more efficacious and du-

rable in its operation, than the

iprinklings which, at flated times,

they formerly received. For my
land, though good, and in fine con-

dition, is light and fandy ; and the

dunghill-water quickly paffed be-

low the roots of the vegetables,

which grow upon its furface.

Postscript.
It has been fuggefted to me,

that the foregoing difcovery has

no claim to the patronage of the

Agriculture Society, becaufe in

this manufacturing county it may
eventually tend to check the cul-

tivation of land, by robbing it of

one fpecies of manure. But I

conceive the operation of it will be
entirely the reverfe: for it will pro-

mote the collection of every putre-

fcent article, and thus augment
the farmer's dunghill, at the fame
time that it excites a more univer-

fal attention to the prefervation of
muck water; the reiervcirs for

which are yet few, and have been
made chiefly by thofe who follow

hufbandry for amufement, and not

as an occupation. The public

therefore will be gainers both by
the faving, and by the acquifition ;

and a twofoU branch of rural oeco-

nomy will be eflabiiflied, at once
lucrative to the hufbandman, and
important to the ariiil and manu-
facturer.

But admitting all the fuppofad
force of the allegation, it muft
furely be acknowledged, that the

main delign of our inilitution is to

increafe the produdivenefs of agri-

culture, by llimulating the farmer
to every beneficial undertaking,
confilfent with his profeffion. Now
in this cafe, the lenef.cial is bell

meafured by the Hudibrailic ftand-

ard : for,

" What's the value of a thing ?

" But fo much money as ''twill bring ?"

I truft, therefore, that the fo-

ciety will not, by declining to pa-
tronize the prefent difcovery, juf-

tify the larcafm of an ingenious
poet of this place, who has hu-
moroufly charged fome of us with
teaching.

" By crops increas'd, and profits lefs,

** The way t' enrich the nation."

Caution in building Magazines far
Gunpo^wder.

THE dreadful accidents which
happen from the explofioa

of magazines or mills for the ma-
nufacturing of gunpowder, make
every hint that may tend to the
prevention of fuch calamities of
the utn:)0ll importance to the pub-
lic. On that account, we fhall

fubmit to our readers without fur-

ther apology the following fafts,

which have already appeared ia

fome of the public papers.

" A gentleman, in al-^tter from
Withingtcn, in Gloucellerrhire,

fays, an accident, which happened
to mc a few days fmce, may fug-

gelt, perhaps, an ufeful caution

to fome of your readers. On the

table I was writing at, flood a
fmall glafs decanter, and near that

lay my handkerchief; the fun
(through a fafh-window, which
was down, and at a conilderable

d.llancc) fhone full upcn the de-

canter, which, collevfting the rays

into a point or focu , icx. fire to

the handkerchief, and, if I had
not been in the room, might have

had very ferious confequences."

lo Thus
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Thus far the writer; and, to con-

firm the fad, I fhall mention a

melancholy event which happened

jbme years ago in Surrey.

Abut a mile from the place

were feveral mills for making
gunpowder ; one morning the

whole neighbourhood was alarmed

by a violent explofion, which

fliook the houfes for feveral miles

round, and was followed by a

column of fmoak and fire, which

towered high in the air, and was

vifible at a vaft diftance. When
the concuflion was over, I vifited

the fpot, and beheld the mangled

bodies of four poor men, thrown

at the diftance of more than ico

yards from each other, whofe fcac-

tered limbs were collected toge-

ther, and buried in one common
grave in a church-yard belonging

to the pari(h. In taking a view of

the other mills, which were left

Handing, I obferved that feme of

the windows were glazed with

very coarfe glafs, full of convex

bliilers ; and, as the day of this

dreadful calamity was remarkably

hot, I thought it not unlikely

that a focus might be formed

through one of thefe glafs bliilers,

which would eafily fee fire to fome

of the gunpowder, which thefe

poor men were granulating in

fieves when this unhappy cataf-

trophe befel them. This conjec-

ture I remember well to have

made at the time, and, to (hew

that it was very poflible, as fcon

as I got home I twilled up fome

gunpowder in brown paper, and

fet fire to it through a decanter of

water, by the focus which the fur.

formed upon the paper till it took

fire, and went off with an explo-

fion. This event, and the hint

from the gentleman in Gloucefter-

fhire, convince me that the win-
dows of all buildings containing

fuch ccmbuftible materials, fhould

be only towards the norch, where
the fun can never produce the like

eh-eft.

To the above we will add a cir-

cumllance which happened about
twenty-five years ago in Norfolk.

A gentleman, who had been en-
tertaining fome fiiends after din-

ner, invited them to take a walk,

leaving a decanter half full of wa-
ter on the table. The fervant,

who went in to clear away, to his

great furprize found the vvindow-

fhutters on fire, occafioned by the

rays of the fun, which fhone full

upon the decanter, and v.'hich,

having thus fet the fhutters in a
blaze, might foon have deftroyed

the whole houfe, had it not been
timely difcovered. It is alfo a
well-known praftice at Oxford,
where firing is very dear, for the

fmoakers to light their pipes, dur-
ing the fummer months, by the help

of a decanter of vvaier.

j^?z Account of a Methud for the

fafe Remonjal of Ships that hanje

been dri'vsn on Shore, and da-

maged in ther Bottoms, to places

fho-xve'ver difiant) for repairing

them. By Mr. William Barnard,

Shipbuilder, Grove-Street, D-.-pt-

ford ; co?nmunicatcd by Nevil

Maflcelyne, D. D. F. R. S. and
Ajlronotner Royal.

[ Frojn ike Tlulofophical Traufcuiior.s,']

Read Dec. 2;, 1770.

Dcpu'oid, April 14, 1779-

N the fliores of this ifiand,

diltinguifhcd for its formi-

dable fleets and extenfive com-
inerc?.

o
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mcrce, ant! fo particularly fituated,

there mult necefldrily be many
Ihipwrecks : every hint by which

the diftrefs of our fellow-creacures

may be alleviated, or any laving

of property made to individuals

in iuch fituations, fhould be com-

municated for their good. As
the members of the Royal Society

have it in their power to make
fuch hints moit univerfally known,
1 have been induced, from their

readinefs to receive every ufeful

information, to lay before them

a particular account of the fuccefs

auending a method for the fafe

removal of Ihips that have been

driven «n fliore, and damaged in

their bottoms, to places (however

dill ant) for repairing them ; I

hope, therefore, they will cxcufe

the liberty 1 have taken in pre-

fenting this to them. Should the

fociety honour me by recording it,

it will make me the moft ample
fatisfaction for my attention to it,

and afford me the greateft plea-

fure.

On January the id, 1779, in

a moft dreadful ftorm, the York
Eall Indiamah, of eight hundred
tons, homeward bound, with a

pepper cargo, parted her cables in

Margate Roads, and was driven

on fliore, within one hundred fi:ct

of the head, and thirty feet of the

liJe, of Margate Pier, then draw-
ing twenty-two feet fix inches wa-
ter, the flow of a good fpring tide

being only fourteen feet at that

place.-

On the 3d of the fame month I

went down, as a fnip-builder, to

a'.iift as much as lay in my power
my worthy friend Sir Richard
Hotham, to whom the Ihip be-

longed. 1 found her perfc«5lly up-
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right, and her fliere (or fide ap-
pearance) the fame as when firll

built, but funk to the twelve feec

water mark fore and aft in a bed
of chalk mixed with a flifF blue
clay, exaaly the fliape of her body
below that draft of water; and
from the rudder being torn from
her as flie (truck coming on fiiore,

and the violent agitation of the

fea after her being there, her flern

was Co greatly injured as to admit
free accefs thereto, which filled

her for four days equal to the flow

of the tide. Having fully inform-
ed myfelf of her fituation and the

flow of fpring tides, and being
clearly of opinion (he might be
again got off, I recommended, as

the firit neceflary ftep, the imme-
diate difcharge of the cargo ; and,
in the progrefs of that bufinefs, I

found the tide always flowed to

the fame height on the (hip; and
when the cargo was half difcharg-

ed, and I knew the remaining
part (hould not make her draw-

more than eighteen feet water,

and while I was obferving the wa-
ter at twenty-two feet fix inches

by the fhip's marks, flie inllantly

lifted to feventeen ' feet eight
inches, the water and air being
before excluded by her preflure on
the clay, and the atmofphere act-

ing upon her upper part equal to

fi;: hundred tons, which is the
weight of water difplaced at the
difference of thofe two draughts of
water.

The moment the (liip lifted, I

difcovered (he had received more
damage than was at firll appre
handed, her leaks being fuch as

filled her from four to eighteeci

feet water in one hour and a haif.

As nothing cffeiftual was to be ex-

pedcd
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pefled from pumping, feveral fcut-

tles or holes in the ihip's fide were

made, and valves fixed thereto,

to draw off the water to the loweft

ebb of the tide, to facilitate the

difcharge of the remaining part of

the cargo; and, after many at-

tempts, I fucceeded in an external

application of fheep fkins ftwed on

a fail, and thrull under the bottom,

to ftop the body of water from

rulhing fo furioufly into the (hip.

This bufinefs effeded, moderate

pumping enabled us to keep the

fhip to about fix feet water at low

water, and by a vigorous effort

we could bring the (hip fo light

as (when the cargo fhould be all

difcharged) to be eaiily removed

into deeper water. But as the ex-

ternal application might be dif-

turbed by fo doing, or totally re-

moved by the agitation of the

fhip, it was ablblutely neceflary to

provide fome permanent fecurity

for the lives of thofe who were to

navigate her to the river Thames.

I then recommended, as the cheap-

eft, quickeii, and mo. effedual

plan, to lay a deck in the hold, as

low as the water could be pumped
to, framed fo folidly and fecurely,

and caulked fo tight as to iwim

the fhip independant of her own
leaky bottom.

Beams of fir - timber, twelve

inches fquare, were placed in the

hold under every lower deck beam
in the fhip,aslovvas the water would

permit ; thefe were in two pieces,

for the convenience of getting

them down, and alfo for the bet-

ter fixing them of an exa£t length,

and well bolted together when in

their places. Over thefe were

laid long Dantzic deals of two

inches and an half thick, well

nailed and caulked. Againft th«

fhip's fice, all fore and aft, was
well nailed a piece of fir, twelve

inches broad and fix inches thick

on the lower, and three inches on
the upper edge, to prevent the

deck from rifing at the fide. Over
tiie deck, at every beam, was laid

a crofs piece of fir timber, fix

inches deep and . twelve inches

broad, reaching from the pillar of

the hold to the (hip's fide, on
which the fliores were to be placed

to refill the prefiure of the water

beneath. On each of thefe, and
againft the lower deck beam, at

equal diftance from the fide and
middle of the (hip, was placed an

upright (bore, fix inches by twelve

inches the lower end let two
inches into the crofs piece. From
the foot of this (here to the (hip's

fide, under the end of every lower

deck beam, was placed a diagonal

(hore, fix inches by tweive, to

eafe the (hip's deck of part of the

ftrain by throwing it on the fide.

An upright (hore, of three inches

by twelve, was placed from the

end of every crofs piece to the

lower deck beams at the fide

;

and one of three inches by twelve

on the raidfhip end of every crofs

piece to the lower deck beam^

and nailed to the pillars in the

hold. Two firm tight bulkheads

or partitions were made as near

the extremes of the fhip as pollible.

The ceiling or infide plank of the

fliip was very fecurely caulked up

to the lower deck, and the whole

formed a compleat (hip with a flat

bottom within fide to fwim the

outfide leaky one ; and that bot-

tom being depreffed fix feet be-

low the external water, refifted

the (hip's weight above it, equal

to
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16 five hundred and eighty-one

tons, and faTely conveyed her to

the dry dock nt Deptford.

Since f wrote ihe above account,

I have been defired to ufe the

fame method on a Swedilh Trip,

ftranded near Margate on the fame

day as the York Eaft India-man,

and fwim her to London. As
thi5 fhip is about two hundred and

fifty tons, and the execution of

the bufinefs fomething different

from what wa- praAiied v/ith re-

gard to the large (hip, I hope it

will not be thought improper to

defcribe it.

As this (hip's bottom was fo

much injured, having loft eight

feet of her ftern-poft and all her

keel, feveral floor-timbers being

broke, and fome of the planks olf

her bottom, (fo as to leave a hole

big enough for a man^ to come
through) feveral lower deck beams
being likewife broke, and all the

pillars in the hold broken and

wafhed away ; I thought it necef-

fary to conned, in fome degree,

the (battered bottom with the

Ihip's deck-;, not only to fupport

the temporary deck by which (he

was to fwim up, but to prevent-

the bottom being cru(hed by the

weight of the (hip when (he was

put upon blocks in the dry dock :

to effeft which, after I had put
acrofs twelve beams of lir, fjx

inches by twelve, edgeways, one
under every lower deck beam of

the ftiip, and well fallened them
to the (hip's fide, I placed two
.upright pieces to each beam of fix

inches by twelve, fecurely bolted

to the (ides of the keel Ton, and
fcored fix inches under the (hip's

lower deck beams, and three

inches above the beams of the

Vol. XXIII.

temporary deck, and well fafiened

to each : then the deck was laid

with long two-inch Dantzic deals,

and well nailed and caulked; the

(hip's infide plank was well caulk-

ed up to the lower deck. A piece

of fi"-, of tv\elve inches broad and
two inches thick on the upper,

and four inches on the lower edge,

was well nailed to the (hip's C\de

all fore and afc, and well caulked

on both edges to prevent the fid6

of the deck from leaking, or be-

ing forced up by the preffure of

the water againlt the deck, a two-

inch deal or crofs piece was laid

over every beam from the (hip's

fide to the uprights at the middle
line ; then, at equal diftance fromi

the fide and middle line, pieces

of fix inches fquare, as long as

could be got down, were put all

fore and aft on both fides, fcored

two inches over every crofs piece,

nnd well bolted through the crofs

piece and deck, and into the fir

beams. From this fore and afc

piece or ribband to the (hip's fide,

and from it to the uprights in the

middle, were placed two rows of
diagonal (hores, fix inches fquare,

the heels of which were fecurely

wedged againfl: the fore and aft

piece or ribband, which afforded

fufficient fupport to the temporary

deck without any other (hore-.

Two bulkheads or partitions were

built, as far as the fore-maft for-

ward, and mizen-maft aft, well

planked, (hored, and caulked, to

refilt the water. As decks laid in

this manner, and in fo much hurry

as the lime of low water requires,

will of confequencc leak in fome
degree, and as that lea!-:age, wa(h-

ing from fide to fide, will caufe

the (hip to lay along, I fixed a
K two iach
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two - inch deal. twelve inchf'

broad, edgeways, ali fore and
aft at the r.iidJie line, and well

caUiked it, co Hop half the water

on the weather or upper fide,

when the fhip would incline either

way, which not only made her

lliffer under fail, but facilitated

the pumping out the water made
by leaks in the deck.

This dtck was fix'ty-three feet

long and twenty three feet broad,

and was laid at five feet five inches

above the bottom of the keel, or

four fret above the top of the

floor timbers and fwarn the Ihip

at twelve feet five inches Avater,

refilling two hundred and fixteen

tons, and containing under it one
hundred and twenty-four tons of
water, which prelTing again it the

under fide of the temporary deck
afted as ballad, and brought her

fafeiy into the dry dock at Dept-
ford, from ,the moit dangerous
lituation poflible, being partly

within and partiv v^ijhout Mar-
gate Pier, where fne had been left

by fome Ramfgate men, who had
undertaken to remove her from
the place where She was llranded to

a fafer one within Maigate Har-
bour.

jf ne-w irhthod of treating the

• Fijlula Lacbrymalis. By Mr.
William Blizard, Surgeon,

T . A, S. ; communicated hy Mr.
Jofeph Warner, Surgeon y F.R. S.

From thefatm.

Read Feb. 24, 1780.

JN every period of the difeafe,

termed fiJlula iachrymalis,

there is underllood to exill a de-

jjree of obftruction in the nafal

duft; fo that more or lefs of the,

tears, mixed with the oily fecretioa

of th-? febaceous glands of the

eye-lids, and mucus of the in-

terna! furface of the lachrymal

fac, being prevented Irom pafiir.g

into the nole, are expelled through

the lachrymal punc^a upon rhe

furface uf the eye, and down the

cheek.

Writers on furgfy divide this

difeafe inco feveral ftages ; the

firlt and molt ftmple being that of
cbilrudion, with little or no in-

flammation; and 'o on, according

to the degree or cff*.5t of infi?.m-

mation, to the laft iinge, a floug':/,

ulcerated condition of the fac and
its integuments, with, now and
then, a caries of the bony parts.

Though the difeafe be fre-

quently the efFeft of a niirus in the

habit, yet furgeons find, that feme-
times the caufe is \fixy fimple,

and eafily to be conceived fro.oi

the analogy of parts.

The membraneous pc tions of
the nafal duft and lach'-} mal fic

are a continuation of the pituitous

membrane of the nofe. This
membrane is exceedingly vafcuiar,

fecrefes a large quantity of mucus
upon its internal furface, and is

endued with a great degree of
fenfibility.

Experience Ihevvs the great de-

fluxions that are oftentimes made
upon the pituitoi^s membrane;
the increafed fecretion of mucus
that happens upon the application

of various ftimulants ; and the

firm confluence it often acquires

from Uagnation, abforption, and
evaporation of its thinner parts :

moreover, that the membrane it-

felf frequently becomes inflamed

and thickened.

The
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The du£l and fac may be af-

feded through obitruded per-

fpiracioi). Sec. and thickened from

the turgid Itate of their veffels

:

the feciecion of mucus may alfo

be connderably augmented. From
the thickened Itate of the mem-
brane of the dudt, the fluids in

the fac pafs with difficulty : by

retention, warmth, and abforpuon,

they are rendered vifcid ; and the

difficulty, that at firft arofe from
the thickened ilate of the mem-
brane, now arifes from another

caufe, namely, the infpiifated

ilate of the fluids.

Thefe are, probably, the moft

fimplc caufes of obitruCtion in the

nafal dud; but, from whatever

caufe the obllruftion had its ori-

gin, in its early Hate, when un-

attended with a morbid change of
the contiguous parts, it is con-

fidered as the fir!l: and moft fimple

ftage of x\\(2. Jijlula lachrymalis. It

is in this ftage that the means of

obviating t'le neceffity of a trou-

blefome and uncertain operation

fhould be employed, with any
rational expe£l>icion of fucccfs.

The principal of thefe means
are :

1. Compreffion ; declared by

experienced praditioners to be

injudicious.

2. The paffing an inftrument

into the noltiil, and up the dud ;

an operation very painful to the

patient, and exceedingly trouble-

fome to the operator.

3. The introducing a probe
through one of the punfta into

the dud, after M. Anel's manner

;

by experience proved to be ina-

dequate to the defign.

4. The impelling a fluid, by a

fyringe, through on: oi thepuncU,
as dircdcd by M. Anel ; allowed

by judicious and experienced fur-

geoiis to be fc-netimcs ufeful.

On refleding upon the laft me-
.
thod, I WES induced to think, that

if a fluid, of a great degree of
fpecific g.'-avity, as quickfilver»

could be paiTed through one of the

punda, fo as to fill the fac and
dud, and prefs upon the ob-
ftruded part, it might be rea-

fonably expeded to remove the

obftrudion in the firfl: and fnnple

ftage of the difeafe ; at leaft, to

have a much better chance of pro-
ducing this effed than a watery
fluid, urged through the pundum
in an unfavourable diredion : be-

fides, it would be no bar to the

ufe of proper general means.
Flattered with the feeming rea-^

funablcnefs of the fuggeUion, and
convinced of the fafety of the ex-

periment, I refolved on making a

trial the firft opportunity ; which,

foon occurred to me.
Mr. M B , a fadler,

in Mark-Lane, had been troubled

with a flux of tears and mucus
down the cheek from the punda
of the right eye-lids, about fevea

months. There was a degree of
fwelling or diftenfion of the fac,

attended with pain. Upon preffing

the fac, much ropy fluid, of a

whitifh colour, was forced through

the punda. The difcharge was
always in greateft abundance in

the evening ; at which time he
had a dimnefs of fight in that eye.

The ufual means had been em-
ployed, without Aiccefs. by his

iurgeoD, who approved of the fug-

ge.led experiment, and the patient

agreed to have it tried.

Mefl!". Nairne and Blunt pro-

vided an inftrument for the pur-

pofe. It confifts of a iine Iteel

pipe, a Iit:le curved, cemented in

K 2 a ghifs



131 ANNUAL REGISTER, 1780.

a glafs tube about fix inches long.

At the top of the tube is a wooden
funnel ; and at the bottom of this

is a valve, which may be elevated

by a filken ftring that is conveyed

through a hole in the brim of the

funnel, and han2,s down by the

fide of the tubti*.

The rteel pipe was paffcd into

the inferior puntStum, without

pain or difficulty. The quick-

filver was then poured into the

funnel, and let down the tube by

pulling the firing of the valve.

When the quickfilver regurgitated

out by the fuperior pundlum, the

inftrument was withdrawn. The
quickfilver lay in the fac and duft,

without exciting pain, about thir-

ty hours, when it pafTed into the

i\o(e, and the patient caught fome

of it in his hand.

I thought it beft at this time

rot to comprefs the fac ; appre-

hending it would difcharge the

quickfilver through the punfta,

and fc frufirate the intention.

On the third day the operation

was repeated ; when, on gently

compreliing the fac, (ome of the

quickfilver pafied into the nofe,

and with it a piece of congealed

whitifti mucus. A fmall quantity

of the quickfilver, upon making
the preffure, returned through the

punda.
At the third and fourth times

of repeating the operation, with-

out any compreiTion, at intervals

of a few days, the quickfilver

pafTed readily into the nofe.

I once introduced the point of a

fleel pipe, ufed for injecting the

lymphatic vefl'els. It is cemented

to a tube of glafs eighteen inchei

long. This pipe ir. not fo fine as

that of the other inltrument, yet

it was conveyed into the punclum
without difliculty, and with little

or no pain. To gain a greater

degree of momentum I raifed the

column of quickfilver to about

twelve inches, w-Jien it flowed into

the nofe with a confiderable de-

gree of velocity.

From the time that the quick-

filver paffed into the nofe, lefs

fluid trickled down the cheek
than before. After the fecond or

third operation, the fwelling or

dillention cf the fac intirely fub-

fidcd. The patient at this time

has no difcharge of mucus, and a

tear but very leldom : the parts

have a perfeftly healthy appear-

ance.

To afcertain the efFeds of me-
dicines in difeafes of the conf1:i-

tution, many experiments, under

various circumflances, are necef-

fary ; but in matters determinable

by a mechanical operation, the

effeft, as far as our fenfes can

diredl us, is in general very plain

and explicable.

in the cafe related this is clear,

namely, that previoufly to the

injecting cf quickfilver, the tears,

febaceous matter, and mucus, did

not pafs through the nafal duel,

or, but in a very fmall proportion

to the quantity fecreted ; that at

the firft experiment, quickfilver

did not pafs; but that quickfilver,

tears, &c. have fince readily

pafTed.

I cannot, however, flatter my-
feif that this method will avail.

* I have defciibed the inflniment a'? it was ufed ; bnt 1 have fince thought,

thnt it wou'id not only be more fimple but do as well without a valvular appa-

ratus, the quickfilver being pcired in by an aiHifaut,

except
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sjccept in the fird or fimple ilage of

the difordcr ; buc many cafes have

a favourable ftate for the trial in

their early period, and that oppor-

tunity may be feized with a proba-

biliry of fuccefs.

The operation is fimple, eafily

executed, produdive of but little

pain, and attended with no kind

of danger.

Jccouvt of a Woman luho had the

Small Pox during Pregtancy , and

*who feemed to have ; ommuncated

the Jame Difeafe to the Foetus.

Bf John HuniLT, E/q. f. R. S.

From the fume.

Mr, Grant's Acount.

ON the ^th of December,
\''-]6, Mrs. Ford had been

feized with iTiivering and the other

common fymptoms of fever, to

V(hich were added great difficuhy

of breathing, and a very hard

cough. Mr. Grant faw her on the

7th; and he took from her eight

ounces of blood, and gave her a

conipofition of the faline raixture

wiih fpermaceti and magnefia tM&ry

fix hours.

This had opeiated by the 8:h

two or three times very gently,

when moll of the complaints were

rrliev-id ; but the cough flill

luakii.g her violently, bleeding

feemed neceffary to be repeated,

more particuiaily as (he looked

upon herfelf to be in the fixih

_ month of her pregnancy. The
medicine was continued without

the nia^fiefia.o
ill the evening {viz. the 8th)

tl.e fniall pox appeared, which
proved of a mild kind, and mo-
4lv.ra.e in quantity. \u progiefs

was rather flower than might have

been expedled ; but the womaa
pafled through the difeafe in great

fpirits, fitting up the greateft part

of the day during the whole time,

and taking only a paregoric ac

night, and, as occafion required,

a little mag:;efia : thus the fymp-
toms were mitigated, and the

cough at hft became very little

troublefcme.

On the 25th (lie compUined
of a pain in her fide. Eight
ounces of blood were taken away,

"f he next day fhe was quite fee
from pain, and thought herfelf as

well on the 27th as her particular

fituation would admit of; after

which ihe was not vihted by Mr.
Grant till the 3 : ft, when (he was
in labour,

Mr. Wallall's Letter on the fame
Subject.

Dec. 50, 1776, I \^as fent for

to Mrs Ford, a healthy woman,
about twenty-two years of age,

who was pregnant with her firil

child. She had come out of the

country about three months before.

Soon after her arrival in town (he

was feized with the fm.ill pox, and
.

had been under the care cf Mefl'r.

.

Hawkins and Grant, who have fa-

voured me v/ich thepar;iculars here

annexed.

I called upon her in the after-

noon ; (he complained of violenc

griping pains in her bowels, dart-

ing down to the pubes. On ex-

amining I found the os tincae a

little dilated, with other fymp-

toms of approaching labour. I

fent her an anodyne fpermaceti

cmullion, and delired to be called

if her pains increaled. I was
fent for. The labour aivancei

)^ 3
szxy
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very flowly ; her pains were lon?^ cafe, with all its circumflance?,

and levere ; {he was delivered of a has inclined me to conlider it with
dead child, with feme difficulty. fbme attention.

Obferving an eruption all over There can be no doubt but that

the body of the child, and feveral the mother had tlie (mall pox, and
of the puJliiJes filled with m;.tter, that the eruption began to appear

I examined them more p.irticu- on the 8th of December : alfo, that

larly ; and recolledting, that Dr, it went through its regular llages,

I.eake, in his Introdudory Lecture and that on the 31ft, I'ir.. twenty-

to the Praftice of Midwifery, had three days after the firft appeaiance
cbferved, that it might be ne- of the eruption, the woman was
ceiTary to enquire, whether thofe delivered of the child, who is the

adults who are faid totally to fubjeft of this paper,

efcape the fmall pox have not been Secondly, The diflance of time

previouiiy afiefted with it in the when She had the fmall pox before

womb, I fent a note to Dr. Leake, delivery, joined with the rtage of

and likewife to Dr. Hunter, in the difeafe in the child when born,

hopes of afcertaining a faft hi- which probably was about the fixth

therco much doubted. Dr. Leake or feventh day of the eruption,

came the fame evening, and faw 'viz.. about fii'teen or iixteen days

the child. Dr. Hunter came af- after the beginning of the erupt.ion

tervvards, with Mr. Cruicklhanks, on the mother, perfectly .agrees with

and examined it; alfo Mr. John the pofTibility of the infection's be-

HuRter and Mr. Falconer; who ing caught from the mother,

all concurred with me, that the Thirdly, The external appear-

eruption on the child was the ance of the pujiules in the child

fmall pox. Dr. Hunter thought was perfei^tly that of the fmall

the eruption fo like the fmall pox pox, as mull have appeared from

that he could hardly doubt; but the relation given in Mr. VVa Stall's

faid, that in all other cafes of the letter. Molt of the pujiules were

fame kind, that he had met v.-ith, diilin6l, but fome Vi'ere blended or

the child zn uiero had efcaped the united at their bafe. The face

contagion. had the greateft number ; and

-, ,, ^ , Tir thefe wer- in general the moll m-
dntinct. 1 hey were lomewhat

The eruption appeared on Mrs. flattened with a dent in the mid-
Ford in the evening of the 8th of die*.
December, and fhe was delivered So far were the leading circum-
the 31ft, that is, twenty- three days fiances and exter.nal ap'pearances

jifter the appearance of the erup- in favour of their being the vario-

tions. lous eruption ; but although thefe

^
leading circamflances and external

RepSiions by Mr. John Iiunter. appearances were incontrovertible.

The fingularity of the t.bove yet they were not an abfolute

•« I endeavoured to take loine matter upon the point of two hncefs ; but not

having sn c-pportimity of niakng an experiment niyltlf, I gave them to two gen-

tlcincnj v«ho, \ imat^ine, v.eie ati^id of inoculating wiih ihtm,

proof
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proof of this heinj^ the gpnuin?^

ifinall pox ; therefore I m-i't t)e

allowed to coiiiider :hii fubj^cl a

litile furrher, and fee h<'w far ..U

tue circumllanci-s correfpond or

are Ijmilar to the true tmali pox.

In the fmall pox we have a pre-

vious fever, in place of which, in

the prefent ca(c, we have no in

formation but that of the mother's

having had the imall pox wiihin

fjch a limited time as may tavour

the poiribility of infection in the

womb; vet wc nn.v prefume,

that the ch;ld mull have had con-

fiderahle fever prcceiing fuch an

eruption, of whatfoever kird it

wa.;.

in the fmall pox the ciuption

goes through pretty regi;I..r liages

in its ^rogrefs and ueclenfion,

which circiimllar.cei we know no-

ih ng of in the prefent cafe; but
even this fever, the eruptions,

and their progrefs, are not abfo-

lutely proofs that the diforder is

the fmall pox when it is caught in

the common and natural \/ay :

and in proof of this afiertion it

niay be obferved, that p.acli-

tioners every now and then are

mii'laken.

It mav be afked, what is the

true charafterillic of tne fmall

pox ? tnat by which i: differs

fiom aW orher erupcions that we
are acquainted v. ich ? The moit
certain characler of the fmall pox,
that I know, is the formation of a

flou'jh, or a part b.^cominw dead
by the variolous inflammation

;

a CMcumlltnce which hitherto, I

.*ti!:(ve, has not been taken no-
tice o?.

This was v-ry evident in the

arm' of thofe who •.veic inoculated

in tiic old way, where Liic wound*;

were conlid jrabi'', and weredrefTed
every da> •; which mode of treat-

ment kept them from fcabbing,
by which means tnis pro cfs was
eafily obferved; bat in the pre-

Ant method of inoculation it is

hardly obferviible : the fore being
allowed to fciib, the fiough and
fcab unite and drop off together.

The f.i • e inaillinitnefs attends

the eruptions on the fkin ; ar.d ia

thofe patients who die of, or die

while in, the difeafe, wheic we
have an opportunity of examining
them while the part is diltinct,

this flough i> very evid>;nc.

This llough is the caufe of the

pitt after all is cicatrized ; for it

is a real iofs of fabilance of the

furface of the cut-s : and in pro-

portion to this ilougli is the re-

maining depreflion.

1'he chicken pox comes the

neareil in external appearance to

the fmall pox; but it does not
commonly produce a flough.

As there is generally no Iofs of
fublbnce in this cafe, there can
be no pitt. But it fcmetimes
happens, a!tho'Ji;;h but rarely,

that there is a pitt in confequence

of a chicken pock-; then ulcer-

ation ha<: taken place on the fur-

face of the ca/:s, a common thing
in fores.

In the prefent cafe, befides the

leading circum dances mentioned
in the caie of tli^' mother, corre-

fponding with the appearances on
the child, an.] the external ap-
pearances themfclves, we have in

the fulled fenfe the third and real

or priiicipal c'.iaracter of the fmall

pox, viz. the flough in every

fujitdft from all which, I think,

we may conclu.^e, that the chili

had caught the iuial! pox in tha

K + wo.cb ;
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womb; or at leaft a difeafe, the

efFeds of which were fimilar to no

other known difeafe.

In opening the bodies of thofe

who had either died of, or died

while under, the fmall pox, I

always examined carefully to fee

whether any internal cavity, fuch

as the cejo^hagus, trachea, flomach,

jnteftines, pleura, peritoneum, &c.

had eruption^- upon them or not,

and never finding any in any of

thofe cavities, I began to fufped,

that either the Ikin itfelf vvas the

only part of the body fufceptible

of fuch a Jiimulus; or that the

Ikin was fubje£l to fome iniluence

to which the other parrs of the

body were not fubj'^ft, and which

made it alone fufceptible of the

'variolous Jiimulus. If from the

iirft caufe, I then concluded it

mud be an original principle in

the animal cec nomy. If from the

fecond, 1 then fufpe£led, that ex-

ternal expofure was the caufe ;

and I was the more led into this

idea, from finding that thele

eruptions often attack the mouth
and throat, two expofed parts;

add to which, that we generally

find the eruptions mo:l: on the

expofed parts of the body, as the

i3ce, OkC.

With thefe ideas in my mind, I

thought I faw the rrioii favourable

opportunity of clearing up this

point. I therefore very attentively

examined a.oll of the internal ca-

vities of thii child; fuch as the

petitou urn, pleura, trocbca, infide

of the cejcpkagus, ftomach, in-

teiiines, t''^c. but obferved nothing

uncommon, i hav-e already ob-

ferved, that in this child the face

and extremities v.ere the ful'ell,

fimilar to what happens in com-
mon J

from all which 1 may be

allowed to d;aw this condufion,

that the (kin is the principal pare

which is fufceptible of the vario-

lous Jiimulus, and is not atfefled

by any external influence what-

ever.

The communication of the

fmall pox to the child in the

womb may be fuppofed to happen

in two ways ; one by infedion

from the mother, as is fuppofed

in the above cafe ; the other by
the mother's having abforbed the

fmall pox matter from fome other

perfon, and the matter being car-

ried to the child from the con-

nexion between the two, which
we may fuppofe done with or

without firfl; affecting the mother.

Teftitnonies and opinions are

various with refpeft to thefe two

fads. Boerhaave feems to have

been led by his experience to

think that fuch infection was not

communicable : for we find that

he attended a lady, who having,

in the fixth month of her preg-

nancy, had the confluent fmall

pox, brought forth at the regular

period a child, who fliewed not

the leaft veilige of his mother's

difeafe.

His commentator, however. Van
Swieten, fupports a different opi-

nion {hQ his comment, vol. v.).

He quotei a cafe f om the Philo-

fophical Tranfadions, vol. xxviii.

N"^ 337. p. 169, of a woman, who,

having juft gone through a mild

fort of fma'l pcx, was, by means

of a itrong dcie of p'-'rging phyfic,

thrown into a mifcarriage, and

brought forth a dead female child,

whofe whole body was covered

with 'variolous puJf-Jc full of ripe

m?.tter; but tins laitory is founded

only Oil the relation of a midwife

to a clergyman, and therefo.'-e not

abfolutely
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abfolutely to be depended upon as

accurately ftated : however, it is

more than probable, that there

was a cafe as delcribed ; and that

there were really eruptions on the

&in of the child fimilar to the

fniall pox.

Van Swieten likewife mentions

what Mauriceau relates of him-

felf. This author telHfies, that

he had ofren heard hi-, father and

mother fay, that the latter, when
big with him, and very near her

time of delivery, had a painful

attendance on one of her children,

who died of the fmall pox on the

feventh day of the eruption ; and
that on the day following the death

of this child, Mauriceau came into

the world, bringing with him five

or fix true pujiules of the fmall

pox.

It does not appear, however,

from this recital, whether or not

Mauriceau paiTed through life ix^^

from any poflerior infection ; but

admitting that this eruption of

Mauriceau's was truly the fmall

pox, yet I fhould very much doubt
his having caught it from the child

who died of it: as it fhould f. em
that the pujiules of \'iauriceaa were

of the fame date with thofe of the

child who died. Van Swieten
appeals to a more recent cafe,

which had been reported to him
by perfons of great credit, and is

recorded in the Phi!. Tranf. vol.

xlvi.p. 235.
*• A woman, big with child,

" having herfelf long ago had the
•' fmall pox, very alfiduoufly
" nurfed a maid fervant during
' the whole procefs of this dil-
* eafe. At the proper time Ihe
" brought forth a healthy female
" child, in whofe Ikin Dr. VVat-

" fon aflerted, that he difcovered
" evident marks of the fraall pox,
" which fhic mud have gone
" through in the womb; and the
" fame phyfician pronounced,
'* that this child would be {it&

" from future infcifiion. After
" four years her brother was ino-
" culated ; and Dr. Watfcn ob-
" tained permiflion of tre (.arents

*' to try the fame experiment oq
" the girl. The operation was
'* performed on both children in

" the fame manner ; and the put
" ufed in both cafes was taken
" from the fame patient. The
'• event, however, wa? different ;

** for the boy had the regular
" eruption, and got well ; but
" the girl's arm did not inflama
'• nor fuppurate. G;i the tenth
*' day from the inlertion of the
•' matter, fhe turned pale fud-
" denly, was languid for two
" days, and afterwards was verv
" well. In the neighbourhood of
•' the incifion there appeared a

" pujlule liike thofe juj}.,let that
" we fometimes obfervc in perfons
" who, having had the difeafe,

" attend patients ill of the Imall
" pox."

In the epiilles of T. Bartholinus,

cent. ii. p. 682, there is the fol-

lowing hillory. " A poor woman,
" aged thirty-eight years, preg-
" nant, and now near the time o^
" delivery, was feized with thp
" fymptoms of the fmail pox, and
" had a very numerous eruption.
" Jn this ilate ftie was delivered
•' of a child, as full of 'variDlou<

" pu/Iu/es as heifelf. The child
" died foon after birth ; the mc-
" ther three davs afterwards.

"

Van Swieten infer?, that the mo-
ther and the child were in this

^afe
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cafe infctled at the fame time

;

ihercfure, the child not inttded

by the mowhcr.

Dr. Jv'Iead afferts, that when a

woman in the Tmail pox fuffers an

abortion, the fcetus is generally

full of the contagion ; but that

this does not happen always.

This variety, he fays, depends on

the Hate of the mother's pitjiules

when the child is born ; that is,

ivheiher they are or are not in a

Itate of purnlence. Whence he

has obferved it fometimes to hap-

pen, ihst on the fecond day frojn

the birth, or the third, or any

day before the eighth, the difeafe

caught from the mother (hews it-

felf in eruptions on the child.

Dr. Mead here relates the

hiRory of a lady of quality, of

which this is the fubltance. A
lady, in the feventh month of her

pregnancy, had the confluent

imail pox, and on the eleventh

day of the difeafe brought forth a

fon, having no fign-i of the difeafe

on his body ; and ihe died on the

fourteenth day. The infant hav-

ing lived four days, was feized

with convulfions, and, the fniall

pox appearing, died. The dodlor

jnferb from hence, that the fuppu-

ration being in f0'"ne meafure

coaipleated on the eleventh day,

the mother's difeafe was commu-
nicated then to the fatus, and

inade its appearance ou the child

^i\cT eight days.

If there be no abortion, Dr,

Meld pronounces, that the child

will ever be fee from the difeafe,

unlefs the birth fhould ha-pen be-

fore the maturation of x\\e pujiules.

lie brings a cafe to prove, that

the f^rtus in the womb rriay be

jnretled by the contagion of which

the mother does not partake. " A

'• woman, who had long before
" fult;rcd the fma!l pox, nurled
" her hulband, under that dif-
'* eafe. towards the end of her
•' pregnancy ; and was brought
"" to bed at the due time. The
" child was dead, and covered
" all over with 'variolous pujiules.^*

With refpeft to the cale quoted
from Mauriceau, it has been prov-
ed by Sir George Baker (Med.
Tranfad. vol. ii, p. 275.) that

Dr. Mead drew a conclufion from
it diredly contrary to the author's

meaning. The negative opinion
appears evidently to be fupported
by that hiltory.

Sir George Baker mentions in

the fame paper the cafe of two
pregnant women who were ino-

culated at Hertford. They both

had the fmall pox favourably, and
afterwards brought forth their

children perfediy healihy at the

ufual time. Both thefe children,

at the age of three years, were
inoculated with efteft.

Sir George Baker likewife men-
tions a cafe which fell under the

obfervation of Dr. Clarke of Ep-
fom. *' A woman towards the
'• end of her pregnancy had the
*' fmall pox, from which flie nar-
" roA !y efcaped. Five weeks
" after the crifis fhe was delivered
" of an healthy female child, who
" having numerous marks on her
** fkm, was judged by all who
" {a.\v her to have undergone the
" famediltemper before her birth.

" However, at the end of twelve
•' months fhe had the fmall pox
" in a very {Qvtxa manner. Both
'* the mother and child were late-

** ly living at Epfom."
Since then we fee that it is

very probable, that the fmall pox
may be caught from the mother

when



USEFUL PROJECTS.
when Cie is Infecled, it may be

aflced, why does not this happen

ofcener ? In anfwcr to this we
may fuppofe, that this is not To

ready a way as when the cliiid is

expoied to catch it after the birth,

as we find too that a difference

can be produced after birth : 'viz.

inoculation is a much readier way
of catching it than what i> called

the natural way. It may likcAife

be faid, that many women who
are with child, and have the fm^-ll

pox during pr«"gnancy, do not

recover ; therefore both mother
and child die before the difeafe

can have time to produce erup-

tions upon the child. Finally, in

many of thofe cafes, where the

mother recovers, tliere is fome-
tirnes produced a mifcsrriage,

which a!fo hinders the infeclion

from taking place in the child.

However, many women go through
the whole difeafe, and the child

fhews no marks of tiie fmall pox.

Thus have I Hated fads relative

to the prefent fubjed, with fome
of the beft authorities on both
fides of the queltion ; and {hall

now leave the reader to form his

own judgment.

Dr. Guthrie'j Account f>f the Ruf-
Jlun Manner cf treatttig Ferfons

affcJieJ by the Fumes of bwning
Charcoal, and other fff.u'uin of
thefume hatme. From the fume.

St. r^t^ril>ur-,Oil. i;, j-S.

Dear Sir,

SHALL endeavour to rccoU
left, according to your defire,

the particulars of that pirt of my
former letter which rcl:;;cd to the

mode of recovering people ii

K.ulfia, who are apparently de-
prived of life by the principle

emitted from burning charcoal, or
by the incrufiacion formed upoa
the infides of the boors huts whea
it thaws.

I'cople of condition in this

country have double windows to
tficir houfes in winter ; but the
commoner fort have only fingle

ores, which is the reafon that,

during a fevere fro.i, there is an
incrultation formed upon the in-

fides of the glafs windows. This
feenis to be compofrd of coii-

dcnfed breath, pcrfpira:ion, &:c.

as a number of people live and
fleep in the fame fraall room,
eipecially in gre ic c'tit-s. This
excremer.titious criill is f.uthcr im-
pregnated with the phlogillon of
candles, and of the oven with which
the chamber is heated.

When a thaw fucceeds a hard
free of long duration, and this

plate of ice is converted into wa-
ter, there is a principle f^t ioofe,

which produces all the terrible

efFeds upon the human body
which the principle' cmiitcd from
charcosi is to wrll known to do in

this country, where people every
cay luffer from it. l^iuwever, the
Ruffians conltantly lay the blame
upon the oven, when they are

afllvled by the thawing of the
crult, as the efrldh are perfectly

fimilar, and they c.innoc bring
themfelves to believe, that the
dillblving of fo fmall a portion oi

ii.e can be attendtd with any b.^d

confequence, when iliey d^ily melc
larger niaifes withrjut il.mger: yet
the oven docs not a; ail account
for the complain :.s brought on ac

this period ; for, upon examin-
ation, they geiicifiily fi'id every

thinir
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thing rig'it there, and llil! rhe

ugar, or huTtul vapour, rciiiaiti-

rng in the room.

As the efieds cf boih are fimi-

Inr, as I have laid above, and
likewife the mode of recovery, 1

lliall only give you an account of

Itie cperacion of the piiaciple emit-

ted by burning charcoal, and of

the method of bringing thofe peo-

ple to life who have been Jujfocated

by it (as I think it is enoneoufly

termed) ; this will fuperfede the

necefiitv of giving the hiitory of

both, or rather it will be giving

both at the fame time.

RuiTian hou fes are heated by the

means of ovens; and the manner
of heating them is as follows. A
number of billets of wood are

placed in the peech or ftove, and

allowed to burn till they fall in a

mafs of bright red cinders ; then

the vent above is fliut up, and
likewtfe the door of the peech

which opens into the room, in or-
'

der to concentrate the heat; this

makes the tiles of which the peech

is compofed as hot as you dcfire,

and fufficicntly warms the apart-

ment ; but fometimes a fervant is

io negligent as to fhut up the peech

or ovpn before the wood is fuffi-

tiently biirnr, for the red cinders

should be turned over fioin time to

time to fee that no bit of wood re-

mains of a blackifii colour, but

that the whole mafs is of a uniform

glare (as if almolt tranfparent) be-

iore the openings are Ihut, elie the

v^£!.r or vapour is fure to fucceed to

roii-nanagement of this iort, and

its eFei'ts ar" as follows.

\^ a perfon lays hinifelf down
to ficep in the room expofed to

the ir.fiuence of this vapour, he

Jails into io found a fleep that it

is ui.TxuIi to awake hici, bu; he

feels (or is fenfib!e of) nothing,

There is no fpafm excited in the

trachea arteria or lungs to rouie

him, nor does the breathing, by
all accounts, feem to be particu-

larly affected : in (hort, there is no
one fymptom of fuii'ocation ; but
towards the end of the catallrophe,

a fort of groaning is heard by peo-
ple in the ne.\t room, which brings

them fometimes to the relief of the

fufierer. if a perfon only fits in

the room, without intention to

jfleep, he is, after fome time, feiz-

ed with a drovvzinefs and inclina-

tion to vomit. However, this

la It fymptom feldom affects a Ruf-
lian, it is chiefly foreigners who
are awaked to their dangers by a

naujea; cut the natives, in com-
mon with itrangers, perceive a dull

pain in their heads, and if they do
not r^move diredly, which they
are often too Heepy to do, are foou

deprived of their fen fes and power
of motion, infomuch, that if no
perfon fortunately difcovers them
within an hour after this worft

ftage, they are irrecoverably loit

;

for the Ruflians fay, that they do
not fucceed in relloring to life

thofe who have lain more than an
hour in a ftate of infenfibility.

The recovery is always attempt-

ed, and often effected, in this man-
ner. They carry the patient im-
mediately out of doors, and lay

him upon the fnow, with nothing
on him but a fhirt and linen draw-
ers. His Ilomach and temples

are then well rubbed with fnow,

and cold water, or milk is poured
dov/n his throat. This frittion is

continued with frefh fnow until

the livid hue, which the body had
when brought out, is changed to

its natural colour, and life renew-

ed ; then they cure the violent

head-
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head-ach which remains by bind-

ing on the forehead a cacaplafm

of black rye bread, and vinegar.

In this manner the unfortunate

man is perfectly reilored, without

blowing up the lungb, as is necef-

fary in the cafe of drowned per-

fons ; on the contrary, they begin

to play of themfelves To foon as the

furcharge of phlogillon makes its

efcape from the body.

It is well worthy cf obfervation,

how diametrically cppofite the

modes are of relloring to life, thofe

who are deprived of it by water,

and thofe who have loll it by the

fumes of charcoal : the one confifl-

ing in the internal and external

application of heat, and the other

in that of cold. It may be al-

ledged, that the fiimulus of the

cold produces heat, and the tzt\

feems to be confirmed by the Ruf-

fian method of reftorirg circulation

in a frozen limb by means of fric-

tion with fnow. But what is fingu-

lar in the cafe of people apparently

deprived of life in the manner
treated of is, that the body is much
warmer when brought out of the

room than at the inrtant life is

rertored, and that they awake cold

and (hivering. The colour of the

body is alfo changed from a livid

red to its natural complexion,

which, together with fome other

circumftances, would almoft lead

one to fufpcft, that they are re-

Itored to life by the fnow and cold

water fomehow or other freeing

them from the load of phlogirton

with which the fyltem feems to be

replete; for although the firft ap-

plication of cold water to the hu-

man body produces heat, yet, if

often repeated in a very cold at-

mofphcre, it then cools inltcad of

continuing to heat, jult as the cold
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bath does v%hen a perfon remain
too long in it.

In fhiort, r think it is altogether

a curious fubjeft, whether you take

into confideration the mode of ac-

tion of the principle emitted by
burning charcoal, and our phlo-

gilHcated crull; or the operatioa

of the fnow and cold wa:er. How-
ever, I ihall by no means take

upon me to decide, whether the

dangerous fymptoms related above
are produced by the air in the

room being fo faturated with ph!o-

giflon as to be unable to take up
the proper quantity from the lungs,

which occafions a furcharge in'the

fyitem, according to your theory,

or whether fo fubtle a fluid may
fomehow find its way into the

circulation, and thereby arrelt the

vital powers ; nor fhail 1 deter-

mine whether the livid hue of the

body when brought out is changed
into a paler colour by the atmo-
fphere fomehow or other abforbing

and freeing the blood from the

colouring principle, as you hsve
fhewn to be the cafe with blood

out of the body : th^fe are curious

inquiries that I (hall leave to your

inveftigation. I have only endea-

voured to colleft fafts from a num-
ber of natives who have met with

this accident themfelves, or nave

affifted in relloring others to life.

it is fo common a cafe here that it

is perfedly familiar to them, and
they never call in medical affill-

ance.

I am. Sec,

From Dr. Duncan'i Medical Cent-

men!an ij, ij'So.

THE following directions for

preventing t<itai etiw-rU from
drinking
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drinking large quantities of fpi-

rits, have been printed and diliii-

btited at Liverpool. They were

drawn up by Dr.. Houlflon of that

place, in confcquence of fome me-
lancholy accidents happening from

this caufe, where proper aliillance

was not fought for. As fuch ac-

cidents are but too common, it is

of importance that the molt fuc-

cefsful praiflice in thofe cafes (hould

be generally known.
Many perfons are deftroyed fud-

denly by drinking large ^uaKii/ies of

ijpii its. Their firft effe-ts are J/i-

mulant ; they quicken the circu-

lation, and occal;on much blood

to be thrown upon the head. They
afterwards prove fedati've •, they

bring on Itopor; lofs of reafon,

total; of motion and fenfaticn, al

moft total. Their effects may be

partly owing to their entering, in

ibme degree, into the circulation,

but depend chiefly, when violent,

on their aftion on the nerves of

the ftomach. In confequence, the

brain is afFeded, and the nervous

influence fufpended if not deilroy-

cd. All the parts of the body

therefore partake of this infenfibi-

lity. As the fkin in fome cafes

may be burnt even without feel-'

ing, fo the Itomach and inteltines

may be llimulated confiderably

without any efi^cdt. The motion

of the heart and lungs is much en-

feebled and interrupted, b;it con-

tinues irregularly till dcaih en-

fues.

To refcue the perfon from fo

dangerous a ftaie is extremely dif-

ficult. To counteract thefe efi^eds

by medicine is lefs likely, both as

the power of fwailowing is loll,

and as, probably, little or no ab-

fcrpucn then takes place. But

we ought to endeavour, lU, to cvu'

cuate the poifon ; or elfe, 2dly, to

dilute it, and thereby weaken its

afiion. Wiih a view to the firft,

hrijk vomits may be given ; but,

from the want of irritability of the

itomach, thefe often will not aft,

unlefb given early, when they are

of great fervice in cafes of intoxi-

cation. A deck- porter, who died
in the Liverpool Infirmary from
this caufe, Feb. 28, 1780, got
down over night, nearly 12 grains

of emetic t irtar diflblved, yet it

produced little or no effed, though
he lived till the next day. Purges
are alfo proper, but liable, though
in a lefs degree, to the fame ob-
jeftions. Sharp _g-/y/?^ri may be ad-
rniniilered and will produce fome
evacuation, but their operation
does not extend far enough. Large
glyjiers, of water only, or of wa-
ter in which purging falts are dif-

foived, thrown up with fume force

by a fyringe, might be of more
fervice.

Oil has been advifeJ to be giv-

en, to help to evacuate the fpirit,

or to weaken its aflion. But
when the inactivity of the Itomach
is become fo great and the danger
fo prefling, there fcems more rea-

ion to expedl fuccefs, from largely

ciiluting that poifon, which we ia

vain attempt to evacuate. When
intoxication has been produced by
drinking flrong liquors, large quan-
tities of water, or weak liquids,

drank are found to leflen it very

confiderably. And though the

pov%er of fwallowing be loft, yet

by means of a pipe (as a catheter)

paflied beyond the glottis, or even
down into the liomach, luater

might be poured in, in fuch quan-
tity as was judged fuflicient to di-

lute and carry ofF the liquor in the

ftomach.. To the water might be

added.
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added, with advantage probably,

'Vinegar, or any kind of acid : or

purgati'ves might be diffolved in ir,

to facilitate the poifon's palling off

by the intelUnes. A pipe of this

kind too would afford the bell me-

thod of introducing iubftrnces into

the (lomach to promote vomiting.

Putting the body into a ^varm

ba;h, or the legs and feet in warm
water, will be of iife, by lefien-

ing the quantity of blood accu;nu-

lated in the head and in the larger

veffels: and fome of the water may
perliaps be abforbed. With a view

to relieve the oppreflion, bleeding,

and opening the temporal arte y are

adiile ble. If the pulfe is found

to becon^ie f-eer and fuller on lofing

fome blood more may be taken

away. Blijiers may alio be applied

with advantage.

The coldneii of the extremities,

and the evident diiiiculry with

which the circulation is kept up,

point out the propriety of allifting

it by ivarmth and friction applied

to the flcin (as in recovering

drowned perfons.) Motion, to pre-

vent fleep, may probably be fer-

viceible m fuch cafes. Great care

fhculd be taken to loofen the neck-

band, garters, and every kind of

bandage, and that the body ihould

lie in a natural, eafy, poilure; on

the fide is p rhapi better than on

the belly, though that ha.-; been

recommended, that the Uomach
might the e.ifier difch^irge its con-

tents. The breaching ihould not

be obftruifled nor the neck lie low,

or in a bent pontion.

Hints for the General Improvement of
Cumm ns, recommended to the Lcn-

Jiatration of every Fer/on concerned

in them, ly the Author of " Hints

to Gentumcn cf Landed Ptcierty.^*

MONG the number of re-

fources which this country is

fuppofed to have in ftore, none is

perhaps pregnant with more bene-

fit to the Itaie, and to individuals,

than our commons, or waltc land.

Every man who has turned hi*

thoughts til s way, perceives the

lofs (u ained in the negleQ of fo

ftriking an objcifl ; but the bright-

ell jewel canr.ot give julcre, till it

be polifhed ; nor can thefe rude
trads of land yield their due profic

to fociety, till they are cultivated-

Some perfons, from mere indolence

and inattention, fome through ti-

midity, and others, perhaps, from
a commendable perfuafion that the

incloling of them would tend to

the prejudice of the poorelt clafs

of mankind, continue to overlook

the advantage they might acquire

from them ; and thus fociety lofes

the advantages it ought to derive

from this fruitful fource. With
refpeft to the latter obje«5lion, it

is indeed more than fpecious ;

there is, it mull be allowed, fome-

thing invidious in the very idea of
wrelting from the poor, the only

inheritance they have ; in which
too they have that be.l of title

—

Long Pofiefiion. Therefore, fron»

equal motives of humanity, and
found policy, their property and
intereil in commons ought to re-

main inviolate; and the more fo,

as they hold it by a tenure that

dce^ r.ot admit of alienation.—Let

commons then remain in thc.r prc-

fi'nr ilate, as to owner- and pol-

fefTors, but let the fenfe of tnis

country be (hewn, in adopting

fome method for their impio-Cr

raenc
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menr, which will be of infinite ad-

vantage to the nation at large.

To promote fo laudable a projed

then, it were to be wifhed that a

bill in parlianrient might be pro-

cured, not tor the inclofing, but,

for the impro^'ement and better regu-

lation of all the commons in England \

which is the more earneftiy recom-

mended to the attention of the land-

ed intereft, left the necelfity of the

times flionld hereafter happen to

juftify government, in Irrivjng to

grafp at an influence over this ob-

jeft, in a manner which may be

iefs palatable, and yet net more

beneficial to the public. This

bill (hould be fo framed, as to en-

force fomething like the following

praftice:—The overfeers of the

poor, or rather fome able furveyor

©r furveyors, to be employed for

that purpofe, fhould firft exa(^tly

afcertain, in every parilli, where

there is any confiderable tra£t of

common, what llock that common
will fairly fupport.—This done, if

the proportion of common be large

in proponion to the number of in-

habitants, let every houfe, from the

largeft manfion to the meaneil cot-

tage that is inhabited, have an

equal right of keeping one cow, cr

fix fheep, or any other proper fcock

in the like proportion.—After this

allotment, let every ellate have a

right to llock the furplufage in

proportion to what it pays to the

poor rates. Let every cottager,

and every proprietor of an eiiate,

have a right to ftock his propor-

tion, or to let it to any other peribn

at his option ; but let no perion

prefume to overllock, under iuch

penalty as the wil'dom of the iegi-

flature Ihall think proper to ii. flirt.

Let the overfeers of the peer have

a power to oblige every perfon iii-

terefted in the common, to labour

himfelf, or to fend a labourer in

his ftead, four days in the year ;

or elfe pay fix fhillings in money
for every cow, or proportional ilock

he has a right to keep
;
provided

he be not called upon in time of

corn or hay harvell, or feed fea-

fons. Let the money given in lieu

of labour, and the perfonal labour

of others, be employed, under pro-

per direction, in extirpating brakes,

bufhes, furze, fern, and other

rubbifn, in draining wet parts,

levelling and filling up broken

ground and rutts, in making baulks

to confine the roads to narrower

compafs, in erefling flood-gates,

and flops, and making trenches,

f;:r the purpofe of watering and
flooding fuch parts as admit of that

moft valuable of all improvements;

in fhort, in doing every thing to

the common, which a good huf-

bandman would do to his farm, or

a gentleman to his park.

Where the commons are {o fmall

as not to admit of a cow, or the

like proportion of ftock, to every

houfe, then let the overfeers of the

poor have a power to let them to

any proper tenant; and, after de-

duding out of the rent what may
be neceflary towards their yearly

improvement, diftribute the re-

mainder, among fuch induft;rious

parifhioners as have nothing to

truft to but their labour, and who
are not relie'ved by the poor rates.

Much improvement may un-

doubtedly be made upon this plan.

— But it is to be prefumed that no

peifon, unlefs he be blinded by pre-

judice, can make any objeftion to

a fcheme, which appears to be

productive of fc much advantage ;

for
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for the good effedl of fuch an aft and where they are fmall, they

mufi be obvious to every common will have the whole. Owners of
nnderftanding. A great many eftates cannot objeft to it, becaufe

commons, under this regulation, ihey will, in the former cafe, have
will be as beneficial to fociety as their juil proportion fecured to

though they were inclofed :— they them ; and in the latter, the little

will, in the firft place, fupport they give up will be fo itrong an
nearly double the ilock they now incentive to induftry, that it will

do, to fay nothing about mending operate ultimately, though notim-
the breed, which, by the way, mediately, in their favour.

will be no inconfiderable objcft ; Thefe particulars are fuggcftod

the rot in {beep, and many other from mere motives of public fpiiitj

diforders in cattle, will be greatly and are addreffed to every man of

diminifhed, as they have frequent- landed property, from a full per-

Jy their rife from unfound com- fuafion, that fuch a fcheme will

mons ;—the face of the country greatly tend to private emolument,
will be very much improved; for and be of more national advantage

many commons, now ofFenfive to than mankind are in general aware

the eye, and comfortlefs to the of. If it be thought too crude or

foot, will be as pleafant, as fmooth, futile, it is to be hoped, that it

and firm as a fine lawn or park, will atleaft lead feme abler perfoa

—The cottagers can advance no to offer a plan better digefted, and
juft plea againft this project; for of more importance in its opera*

ivhere commons are large they tion,

will ^ave their full proportion.

Vol. XXm. ANTI-
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ANTIQUITIES.

Ofthe anrieht Enplifh Sfajre. From
Supplemental Oh/ervations to Stee-

vens'j Edition of Shakfpeare, by

Mr. Malone.

THE drama, before the time

of Shiikfpeare, was fo little

cultivated, or fo ill underftood,

that it is unneceflary to carry our
refearches higher than that pe-

riod. Dryden has truly obferved,

that he " found not, but created

frft the ftage ;" of which no one
can doubt, who confiders, that of

all the plays iflued from the prefs

antecedent to the year 1-92, when
there is good reafon to believe he
commenced a dramatick writer,

the dtlco are fcarcely known, ex-

cept to antiquarians; nor is there

one of them that will bear a fe-

cond perufal. Yet thefe, con-
temptible and few as they are, we
-snay fuppofe to have been the

jiio:l popular produflions of the

time, and the belt that had been
exhibited before the appearance of
Shakfpeare.

The rnoft ancient Englifh play-

})Oufes of which I have met any
acc< unts, are ^he Curtain in Shore-

^ ditch, and ihe Theatrt:.

In the time of our author, there

were no lefs than ten theatres

open : four private houfes, vi^.

that in Black friari, the Cockpit or

Fheenix in Drury Lane, a theatre

6

in White friars, and one in Sa-

lifmry Cout ; and fix that were
called public theatres, viz. the

Globe, the Sivan, the Ro/e, and
the Hope, on the Bank-fide ; the

Red Bull z^ the upper end of St.

John's ftreet, and the Fo tu»e in

White-crofs ftreet. The two laft

were chiefly frequented by citi-

zens.

Moft, if not all of Shakfpeare's

plays were performed either at the

Globe, or at the theatre in Black-

friars. I fhall therefore confine my
enquiries chiefly to thefe two. Jt

appears that they both belonged to

the fame company of comedians,
viz. his majefty's fervants, which
title they affumed, afier a licence

had been granted to them by King
James in 1603 ; having before that

time been called the fervants of the

lord chamberlain.

The theatre in Black friars was,
as has been mentioned, a private

houfe; but what were the pecu-

liar and diftinguifljjng marks of a

private play-houfe, it is not eafy

to afcertain. We know only that

it was verylmall; arjd that plays

were there ufually reprefented by
candle-light.

The Globe, which was (ituated

on the fouthern fide of the river

Thames, was an hexagonal build-

ing, partly open to the weather,

parily covered with reeds. It was
a public
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a public theatre, and of confider-

able fize ; and there they always

afted by day light. On the roof

oi t e Globe, and the other public

theatres, a pole was eredted, to

which a flag was affixed. Thefe
flags were probably dil'played only

during the hours of exhibition ;

and it fhould feem, from a pafTage

in one of the old comedies, that

they were taken down during Lent,

in which feafon no plays were pre-

fented.

The Globe, though hexagonal at

Of water than of wit ;'he diJ not mean
For the elevation of your poles, this fcene.
No fliews—no dance—and what you moft

ilelight in.

Grave underftanders *, here's no target-

Upon the ft;5c;ei all -vvork. for cutlers

barr'd

;

No bawdry, nor no ballatls :—tliis goes
hard ;

But language clean, and what afFeds you
not.

Without impoflibijities the plot

;

No clown, no fqulbs, no devil in't.—Oh
now,

You fquirrels that want nutsrwhat will

vou do ?

may
Hereafter fit your palates with a play.

But vou that can contrail yourfelves, aai

As you were now in the Black-frian pit,

And will not deaf us with lewd noife ani
tongues,

Becaufe we have no heart to break our
lungs,

theou:fide, was probably a rerun- Pf^X '^^ "o^ crack the benches, and we
da within, and perhaps had its

name from its circular form. It

might, hovvcver, have been deno-
minated only from its fign ; which
was a figure of Hercules fupport-

ing the globe. This theatre was
burnt down in 1613 ; bu it was re-

built in the following year, and de- Will pardon owr vajl ftage, and not difr

corated with more ornament than

had been originally bellowed upon
it.

The exhibitions at the Globe
feem to have been calculated

chiefly for the lower clafs of peo-
ple; thofe at Black friars for a
more feled and judicious audience.
This appears from the following

prologue to Shirley's Douhtful Heir,

whicli is inferted among his poems,
printed in 16^6, with tins title:

grace

This play, meant for your perfons, not
the place."

The fuperior dlfcernment of the

Black-friars audience may be like-

wile collected from a pafTage in the

preface prefixed by Heminge and

Condell to the firll folio edition of

our author's works :
" and though

you be a magillrate of ivit, and fit

on the llage at Black-friars or the

Cockpit, to arraigne plays daiiie.Prologue at the Globe, to his co . -

medy called the Doubtful Heir, ^"^'^ ^*^^'"« P'^V^ '^^"^ ^^^ ^^^^^

which fhould have been prefcnted fyal already, and aood out all ap-

at the Black-friars.

" Gentlemen, I am only f-nt to f.iy,

Our author did not calculate his play
For this meridian. Tiie Bunk-j-.M-, he

knows.
Is far more Ikilful at the ebbs and fl )vvs

peales."

A writer, already quoted, in-

forms us that one of thefe thea-

tres was a winter, and the other 2

fummer houle. As the Globe was

partly expofed to the weather, and

• The common people flood in the Globe theatre, in that part of t'le houfe

which wc now call tlie pit ; which btinrj I .wei than the Itage, Shirley calls theni

under ft aiders. In the jirivati; play-hoiilcs, it appeaii iVoiO the fublcqucnt lines,

theis wei« ftats in the pit,

L 2 ihcy
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they afted there ufaally by day-

light, it was probably the fummer
theatre. The exhibitions here

leem to have been more frequent

than at Black-friars, at leaft till

the year 1604 or 1605, when the

Bank-Jicis appears to have become
lefs fafhionable, and lefs frequent-

ed than it formerly had been.

Many of our ancient dramatic

pieces were performed in the yards

of carriers' inns, in which, in the

beginning of Queen Elizabeth's

reign, the comedians, who then

iirit united themfelves in compa-
nies, erefted an occafional ftage *.

The form of thcfe temporary^play-

houfes feems to be preferved in our

modern theatre. The galleries are,

in both, ranged over each other

on three fides of the building.

The fmall rooms under the loweft

of thcfe galleries, anfwer to our

prcfcnt boxes ; and it is obfervable

that thefe, even in theatres which

were built in a fubfequent period

exprefsly for dramatic exhibitions,

jlill retained their old name, and

are frequently called roims by our

ancient writers. The yard bears

a fufiicieni refcmblance to the pit,

at at prcfcnt in ufe. We may fup-

pofe the ftage to have been raifed

in this area, on the fourth fide,

with its back to the gateway of
the inn, at which the money for

admiffion was taken. Thus, ia

fine weather, a play-houfe not

incommodious might have beca
formed.

Hence, in the middle of thii

Globe, and I fuppofe of the other

public theatres, in the time of
Shakfpeare, there was an open
yard or area, where the common
people flood to fee the exhibition ;

from which circumftance they are

cr^led by our author groundlings^

and by Ben Jonfon, " the unaer~

Jianding gentlemen of (he ground.'*

In the ancient play-houfes there

appears to have been a private

box ; of which it is not eafy to

afcertain the fituation. It feems

to have been placed at the fide of

the ftage, towards the rear, and to

have been at a lower price ; in this

fome people fat, either from ceco-

nomy or fingularity. The galle-

ries or fcaffoldsy as they are fome»
times called, and that part of the

houfe, which in private theatres

was named the pit f, feem to have

been at the fame price ; and pro-

bably

• Fleckuo, in his Slort Difcourfe of the Englifo Stage, publiflied In 3664,
fays, fome remain* of thefe ancient theatres were at that day to be feen in the

inn -yards of the Crcjs-keys in Grace-church Street, and the Bull in Birhopfgate

Street.

In the feventeen play-houfes erefled between the years 1570 and 1629, the

continuator of Stowe's Cbronicle reckons •' five innes or common cfierjes turned

into play-houfes,"

f The pit. Dr. Percy fuppofes to have received its name from one of the

j»lay-houies having been formerly a cotk-pit. This account of the term, how-
rver, feems to be fomewhat qxieftionable. The place where the feats are ranged

)U St. Mary's at Cambridge, is ftill called t\\e pit ; and no one can fufpefl that

venerable fabiic of having ever been a fcf^-/!?7, or that the phrafe viras borrow-

«d from a play-houfe to be applitd to a church. A. pit is a place lev/ in its re-

latirc fituation, and fuch is the middle part of a theatre.
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bably in houfes of reputation, fuch

as the Globcy and that in Black-

friars, the price of admifiion into

thofe parts of the theatre was fix-

pence, while in feme meaner play-

houfes it was only a penny, in

others two-pence. The price of

admiffion into the bell rooms or

boxes, was, I believe, in our au-

thor's time, a fhilling ; though af-

terwards it appears to have rifen to

two fliillings and half a crown.

From feveral paflages in our old

plays we learn, that fpeftators were

admitted on the Itage, and that

the critics and wits of the time

ufually fat there. Some were
placed on the ground '

; others fat

on ftools, of which the price was
either fixpence or a fliilling, ac-

cording, i fuppofe, to the com-
modioufnefs of the fituation. And
they were attended by pages, who
furnilhed them with pipes and to-

bacco, which was fmoked here as

well as in other parts of the boufe.

Yet it /hould feem that perfons

were fuffered to f:t on the ftage

only in the private play-houfes,

(fuch as Black friars, &c.) where
the audience was more feleft, and
of a higher clafs ; and that in the

Globs, and the other public thea-

tres, no fuch licence was permit-
ted.

The ftage was ftrewed with
rufliesjwhich, we learn from Hentz-
ner and Caius de Ephemera, was,

in the time of Shakfpeare, the

ufual covering of floors in Eng-
land. The curtain which hangs
in the front of the prcfent flage,

drawn up by lines and pullies,

though not a modern invention,

(for it was ufed by Inigo Jones ia

the mafques at court) was yet an
apparatus to which the fimple mc-
chanifm of our ancient theatres had
not arrived ; for in them the cur-

tains opened in the middle, and
were drawn backwards and for-

wards on an iron rod. In fome
play-houfes they were woollen, ia

others made of filk. Towards
the rear of the ftage there appears

to have been a balcony, the plat-

form of which was probably eight

or ten feet from the ground. I fup-

pofe it to have been fupported by
pillars. From hence, in many of

our old plays, part of the dialogue

v.as fpoken ; and in the front of

this balcony curtains likewife were
hung.

A doubt has been entertained,

whether in our ancient theatres

Shakfpeare himfelf ufes cock-pit to exprefs a fmall confined fituation, vitho^t

any particular reference :

" Can this cock-pit hold
*' The vafty fields of France—or may we ciam,
*' Within this wooden O, the very cafques
" That did afiVight the air at Agincourt?"

• " Being on your feet, fneake not away like a coward, but falute all your
gentle acquaintance that are fpriad either on the nijhes, or on ftooles about you ;

.tnd draw what troops you can from the ftage after you " Decker's Gul's

Horn-book, 1609. This accounts for Hamlet's fitting on the ground at Ophe-
lia's feet, during the reprel'entation of the play before the king and court of Den-
mark. Our author has only placed the young prince in the fame fituation in

which he perhaps often faw Etlex or Southampton at the feet of fomc celebrated

beauty. What fomc cholc from ceconomy, gallantry mi^ht haye recommended
to others.

Lj thcri
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there were fide and other fcenes.

The quciiion is involved in fo

much obtcurity, that it is very

difficult to form any decided opi-

nion upon it. It ii certain, that

in the year 1.05, Inigo Jones ex-

hibited an entertainment at Ox-
ford, in wh'C"^ moveaole fcenes

were ufed *
; buc he appears to have

incroduv.ed feveral pieces of ma-
chinery in the inalques at court,

with which undoubted y the pub-

lie theatres were unacquainted.

A pailage which has been pro-

duced from one of the old come-
dies, proves, it muft be o^ned,
that even ihefe were furnilhed

with lome pieces of machinery,

which were ufed when it was
requifite to exhibit the defcent of
fome god or faint ; but from all

the cotemporary accounts, I am
inclined to be'ieve, thit the me-
chanifm of our ancient ftage fel-

dom went beyond a painted chair,

or a trap-door, and that few, if

any of thero, had any moveable
fcenes. When king Henry Vlli.

is to be dilcovered by the dukes
of buflblk and Norfolk, reading

in his ftudv, the fcenical direclioa

in the Erll folio, 162^, (which
was printed apparently from
piay-honfe copies) is, * The
A:ng draius the curtaine, fi. e.

draws it open] and fits reading

fenji'vely ; for, befides the prin-

cipal curtains that hung in the

front ot the ftage, they ufed others

as fubllitutes for Icenes. If a

bed-chamoer is to be exhibited,

no change of icenc is meniioned ;

but the property man is fimply

ordered to thruji forth a Led.

When the fabie requires the Ro-
man capitol to be exnibited, we
find two oificcrs enter, " to lay

curtiions, as it fwce in the ca-

picoi." So, in Knig Richard II.

adt iv. fc. i. *• BoliDgtjroke, kz.
enter as to the parliament." A-
gain, in Sir John Oldcajile, 1600,
" Enter Cambridge, Scroop, and
Gray, as in a chamber." In ^0-
meo and Juliet, 1 doubt much whe-
ther any exhibition of Juliet's mo-
nument was given on the ftage. f

imagine Romfo only opened with

his mattock one of the ftage trap-

doors, (which might have repre-

fented a tomb-ftone) by which he
defcended to a vault beneath the

ftage, where Juliet was depofited ;

and this idea is countenanced by
a pafiage in the play, and by the

poem on which the diama was
founded.

How lictle the imaginations of
the audience were afiifted by fceni-

cal deception, and how much ne-

celli'.y our author had to call on

them to *' piece out imperfeclions

v/ith their thoughts," may be alfo

colleifted from Sir Philip Sidney,

* See Peck's Memoirs of Milton, p. ^%^^. " The above-mentioned art of
varying thf; face ot the whole llage was a new thing, and never feen in England
till Auguft 1605, at what timt,, king Jam<=s I. being to be entertained at Ox-
ford, the heads ot that Univt-rfuy hired the afoiefaid Inigo Jones (a great tra-

veller) who undertook to taither them mu^h, and to furnifli them with rare

devices for the king's entertainment. Accordingly hi trefted a ftage clofe to

the iip,.er end of tlie hall, (as it feemed at tht firlt r!5hi) at Chrilt-chnrch ;

bwt it was indeed but a falfe wall, fair painted and adorned with ftately p'ilars,

v-hich pillars would nun about. Ey reaion whereof, with oihtt painted dotheiy

©n Wednefday, Aug. 28, he varied their Itage thfee times ia the ailing ot one
tragedy."

who,
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who, defcrlblng the ftate cf the It appears from Heywocd's Apo-

drama and the ftage in his time, logy for Acion, thnt the covering,

fays, " Now you fhall fee three

ladies walk to gather fiowers, and

then we muit believe the ftage to

be a garden. By and by we heare

news of a fhipwracke in the fame

place ; then we are to blame if we
accept It not for a rock. Upon
the back of that, comes out a hi-

deous monfter with fire and fmoke ;

vhen the miferabie beholders are

bound to take it for a cave ; while

in the mean time two armies fly

in, rcprefented with lour fwords

and bucklers, and (hen what hard

heart will not receive it for a

pitched fidd."

All thcfe circumftances induce

me to believe that our ancient

theatres, in general, were only fur-

nilhed with curtains, and a fingle

fcene compofed of tapeftry, which
appear^ to have been fomeiimes or-

namented wich pictures : and fume
paiTages in our old dramas incline

one to think, that when tragedies

were performed, the ftage was hung
with black.

In the early part, at leafl, of

our author's acquaintance with the

iheacre, the want of fcenery fcems

to have been fupplied by the fim-

ple expedient of writing the names
of the different places where the

fcene was laid in the progrefs of
the play, which were diipofed in

fuch a manner as to be viiiLle to

the audience.

Though the apparatus for thea-

tric exhibition^ was thus fcanty,and
the machinery of the funpleft kind,
the invention of trap-doors appears
not to be modern ; for in an old

morality, entitled. All for hhney,
we find a marginal direction,

which implies llut Jiey were early

in ul'e.

or internal roof of the ftage, was

ancient'/ termed tin heavens It

was probably painted of a Iky-blue

colour ; or perhaj:s pieces of dra-

pery tinged with b.ue wc-e fulpend-

ed acrofi the ftage, to reprefenc the

heavens.

From a plate prefixed to Kirk-

man's D'o///, printed in 6^2, in

which there is a view of a thea-

trical booth, n ihoulJ leem that the

ftage was iOrmerly lighted by two

large bran>.hes, of a form fimilar

to thofe now hung in churches.

They being, I fuppofe, fpund in-

commodious, as they obftrufted the

fight of the fpeftators, gave place

in a fubfequent period to imall

circular wooden frames, fuinilhed

with candles, eight of which were
hung on the ft^ge, foui at either

fide : and thefe within a few years

were wholly removed by Mr. Gar-
rick, who, on his return trom

France, firft introduced the prefent

commodious method of illuminat-

ing the itage by lights not vifib'e to

the audience.

If all the players, whofe names
are enumerated in the firft folio

edition of our author's works,
belonged to the famf theatre, they

composed a numerous company ;

but it is doubtful whether they all

performed at the fame period, or

in the fame houfe. Many of the

companie.-. certainly were fo thin,

that one perion played two or three

parts } and a buttle, on which the

fate of an empire was fuppofed to

depend, was decided by ha fa do-

zen coml)atants. It appears to

ha\e been a common practice, in

their mock er!g^geraents, to dif-

charge Imall piect. of ordna:\ce on
the ftage.

Ij 4- Before
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Before the exhibition began,

tl-.i-ee flourifhes or pieces of mufie

were played, or, in the ancient

language, there were three found-

ings. Mufic was likewife played

between the adls. The inltruments

chiefly ufed w«re trumpets, cor-

nets, and hautboys. The band,

which did not confifl: of more than

iiveor fix performers, fat (as I have

been told by a very ancient ftage

veteran, who had his information

from Bowman, the contemporary

of Betierton) in an upper balco-

ny, over what is now called the

ftage-box.

The person who fpoke the pro-

logue was uftiered in by trumpets,

and ufually wore a long black vel-

vet cloak, which, I fuppofe, was
confidered as beft fuited to a fup-

pHcatory addrefs. Ofthiscuflom,
whatever might have been its ori-

gin, fome traces remained till very

lately ; a black coat having been,

if I miftake not, within rhefe few
years, the confiant ftage-habili-

jnent of our modern projogue-

fpeakers. 1 he drefs of the ancient

prologue-fpeaker is Itill retained

jn the play that is exhibited in

]Ha'7:ht, before the king and court

of Denmark.
An epilogue does not appear to

have been a regular appendage to

a play in Shakfpeare's time ; for

many of his dramas had none

;

8t leaft, they have net been pre-

ierved. In Jll's Well that Ends
Well, the Midfummcr Night's

I)ream. As you like it, Troi'us

and CreJJida, and ^e Tempeji,

the epilogue is fpoken by one of

the perfofiS of the drama, and
adapted to the charafter of the

fpeaker ; a circumflan-e that I

have not obferved i»i the epilogues

of any oth^r author gf that age.

The epilogue was not always

fpoken by one of the performers

in the piece, for that fubjoined to

The Second Part of King Henry IF.

appears to have been delivered by
a dancer.

The performers of male cha-

raflers generally wore periwigs,

which in the age of Shakfpeare

were not in common ufe. It

appears, from a paffage in Putten-

ham's jirt of Englijh Poejy, 1589,
that vizards were on fome occa-

iions ufed by the aftors of thofe

days ; and it may be inferred from

a fcene in one of our author's co-

medies, that they were fometimes

worn in his time, by thofe who
performed female charaflers. But

this, I imagine, was very rare.

Some of the female part of the

audience likewife appeared ia

maiks.

The ftage-drefies, it is reafonabic

to fuppofe, were much more collly

at fome theatres than others. Yet
the wardrobe ofeven the king's fer-

vants at the Globe and Black-friars,

was, we find, but fcantily furniili-

ed ; and our author's dramas de-

rived very little aid from the fplen-

dor of exhibition.

It is well known, that in the

time of Shakfpeare, and for

many years afterwards, female

charaders were reprefented by
boys or young men. Sir William

D'Avenant, in imitation of the

foreign theatres, firll introduced

females in the fcene, and Mrs.

Betterton is faid to have been the

firil woman that appeared on the

En,sli(h ftage. Andrew Penny-

Guicke played the part bf Matilda,

in a tragedy of Davenport'^, in

1655 ; and Mr. Kynafton afted

feveral female parts after the Re-

iteration. Dpwnes, a. cotempo-
rary



A N T I Q^V I T I E S. 15J

rary of his, affures us, ** that

being then very young, he made

a complete ftage beauty, perform-

ing his parts fo well, (particularly

Jrthiope and Jglaura) that it has

fince been difputable among the

judicious, whether any woman
that fucceeded him touched the

audience fo fenfibly as he."

Both the prompter, or book-

holder, as he was fometimes called,

and the property-man, appear to

have been regular appendages of

our ancient theatres.

No writer that I have met with

Intimates, that, in the time of

Shakfpeare, it was ciiJ}o7nary to

exhibit more than a finglc dramatic

piece on one day.

Th; Torkjbire Tragedy, or AWs
cm, indeed, appears to have been

one of four pieces that were re-

prcfented on the fame day ; and
Fletcher has alfo a piece called

Fcuf Plays in One, but probably

thefe were either exhibited on
fome particular occalion, or were

inefteftual efforts to introduce a

new fpecies of amufement ; for

we do not find any other inllances

of the fame kind. Had any
ihorter pieces been exhibited after

the principal performance, fome

of them probably would have been

printed : but there are none extant

of an earlier date than the time of

the Relloration. The praftice

therefore of exhibiting two dramas
fucceffively in the fame evening,

we may be affurcd, was not eflab-

lifhed before that period. But
though the audiences, in the time

'of our author, were not gratified

by the reprefentation of more than
one drama in the fame day, the

entertainment was diverlified, and
the populace diverted, by vaulting,

tumbling, flight ot hand, and mor-
ris-dancing: a mixture not much

more heterogeneous than that with
which we are daily prefented, a
tragedy and a farce.

The amufements of our an-
ceflors, before the commencement
of the play, were of various kinds.

While fome part of the audience
entertained themfelves with read-

ing, or playing at cards, otherg

were employed in Icfs refined oc-
cupations ; in drinking ale, or

fmoking tobacco: with thefe they

were furnifhed by male attendants,

of whofe clamour a fatirica! writer

of the time of James I. loudly

complains.

It was a common praftice to

carry table-books to the thea're,

and either from curiofity, or en-
mity to the author, or Ibme other

motive, to write down pafTages of
the play that was reprelented :

and there is reafon to believe that

the Imperfedl and mutilated copies

of fome of Shakfpeare's dramas,
which are yet extant, were taken
down in fhort-hand during the

exhibition.

At the end of the piece, the
adlors, in noblemens' houfes and
in taverns, where plays were fre-

quently performed, prayed for the

health and profperity of their pa-
trons ; and in the public theatres,

for the king and queen. This
prayer fometimes made part of the
epilogue. Hence, probably, as

Mr. Steevens has obferved, the

addition of Vivant rex et reginct

to the modern play-bills.

Plays in the time of our author
began at one o'clock in the aftert

noon ; and the exhibition was
ufually finifhed in two hours.

Even in i 667 they commenced at

three o'clock.

When GofTon wrote his Schoot

of Abuje, in is 79. it feems that

dramatic entertainmeat^ were ufu-

*iiy
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ally exhibited on Sundays. After-

wards they were performed on

that and other days indifcrimi-

jiateJy. From the filence of

Fryrihe On this fubjeifl, it has

been fuppofed that the pra Slice of

exhibiting plays on the Lord's

day was difcontinued when he

publi(hed his Hifiriomaftix, in 1633;
but I doubt whether this conjecture

be' well founded, for it appears,

from a cotemporary writer, that

it had not been abolifhed in tha

third year of king Charles I.

It has bet-n a queftion whether

at was formerly a common praftice

to ride on horfeback to the p!ay-

hoiife; a circumftance that wouJd
fcarcely defeive confideration, if

it were not in fome fort connetled
vith our author's hillory, a plau-

fjble iVory having been built on
this foundation, relative to his

firft rntrodudlion to the fiage.
'

1 he modes of conveyance to the

theatre, anciently, as at prefent,'

f?em to have been various ; ft)me

going -in coaches, others on hoffe-

back, and many by water: To
the Globe play-houfe the comoany
probably wer* corveyed by wa-
ter; to that in Black friars, the

gentry went eiiher in coaches*,

or on horfe backj and the com-

* See a letter fiom Mr. Garrard to Lord Strafford, dated Jan. 5, iSi-i,-^',

%ix?i\\oi\\''s Letters, vol. I. p. 175 :
*' Here hath be?n an ord-r of the lords of

the council hung up in a table near Paul's and the Black-Jriars, to command"
all that lefoit to the play-houle there, to fend away their coaches, and to dif-

perfe abroad in PauVs-church-jard, Carter-la7ie, tlie Conduit in ILiet-fireet, and
other places, and not to return to fetch their company, but they mult trot a-foot

to fi'd their coaches:—'twas kept very fhifliy for two or thrte weeks, but now
I think it is difordered again."— It fliould however be remembered, that this

was written above foity years after Sh^k/peaie's firft acquaintance with the

theatre. Coaches, in the time of queen Flizibeth, were pofTeffed but by very

few. They were not in ordinary ule till after the year 1605. See Stowe's

Annals, p. 867. Lven when the above-mentioned order was made, there were
no hachiey coaches. Thele, as appears from another letter in the fame coi-

leiSlion, v/ere eltabliflicd a few months afterwards.— '• I cannot (fays Mr,
Ganard) omit to meniion any new thing that comes up amongft us, though
never 'l>j trivial. Here is one cnptain Baily, he hath been a lea-captain, but
now lives on the land, about this city, where he tries experiments. He hath

erected, according to his abilitv, fome _/owr hachiey coaches, put his men in

Jivery, and appointed them to lland at the May -pole in the Strand, giving them
inftiyebons at what rates to carry men into fevera! parts of the town, wliere all

d.iy they may be bad. Other hackney-men feeing this way, they flocked to

the iaiDe place, and perform their journies at the fame rate. So that lome-
times there is twenty of them tog.ether, which difpcrl'e up and down, that they

anif others are to be had evfry where, as water-men aie to be had by the water-

fide. Every body is much pleafed with it. For wliereas, before, coaches

cotikl not be had hvit at great rates, now a man may have one much cheaper."

This letter is dated April i, 16^4.— StrifFoid's Letter;, vol. I. p. 227.

A few months afterwards, hackney-chairs were introduced :
*' Here is alfo

another projeft fur carrying people up and down in clofc f-haj^s, for the fble

doing whereof. Sir Sander Diincombc, a traveller, now a penficner, hath ob-

tained a '.itent from the king, and hath forty or hfty making ready for ufe."

Hid. p. 336.
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entitled any of his dramas mojl

excellent and pleaJant performances.

A contemporary writer has pre-

ferved iomething like a play-bill

of t.iofe days, which feems to

corroborate this obiervation ; for

if it were diveiled of rhime, it

would bear no very diftanc re-

feinblance to the ticlc-pages that

Hand before fome of cur author's

dramas :

«« Prithee, what's the play ?

(The firft 1 vifited this twelvcrri' nth day)

They f.iy
—" Anew invented boy of Par/?,

That jeoparded his necke to fteaic a girl

Of twelve ; and lying taft impounded for't.

Has hither lent his bearde to adl his part

}

Agalnft all thofe in open mal ce bent.

That would not freely to the theft confent:

Faines all lo's wi(h, and in tlie epiii^ue

Goes out applauded for a famous—r.igue."

»« —Now hang mc if I did not look at firft

For fome fucti ilufF, by the fond people'!.;

thiult."

It is uncertain at what time the

ufage of giving au'hors a benefit

on the third day of the cxhibitiotv

of their piece commenced. Mr.
Oldys in one of his manufcripts,

intimates that dramatic poets had

anciently their beneiic on the firft

day that a new play was repre-

fented ; a regulation which would
have been verv favourable to fome
of ti'e ephemeral productions ot

modern times. But for this there

is not, I believe, any fufhcient

authority. From D'Avenant, in-

* This praflice did not commence till the beginning of the prefcnt century.

I have icen a play-bill, printed in the year 1677, wliich exprefled only tiie litlts

ol the two pieces thit were to be exhibited, an^l the time when they were to be

rcpreftnted. Notices of plays to be performed on a future ilay, frnilarto thoi'e

row daily piibliihed, are found in the ori^^inal edition of the Spei:lators in 1711.

In thtfe early theatrical advertifemenis, our auliior is alw.iys lt)lc(l the immartol

Sliakl'pcare. Hence Pope

men people on foot. In an epi

gram Dy Sir John Davis, the

practice of riding to the theatre is

ridiculed as a piece of affeilation

or vanity; and therefore we may
prefume it was not very general.

Though from the want of news-

papers and other periodical pub-

lications, intelligence was not fo

fpeedily circulated in former times

as at prefent, our ancient theatres

do not appear to have laboured

under any difadvantage in this re-

fpeft ; for the players printed and
expofed accounts of the pieces that

they intended to exhibit, which,

however, did not contain a com-
plete lill of the characters, or the

names of the aftors by whom they

were reprefent^ed*.

The long and whimfical titles

that are prefixed to the quarto

copies of our author's plays, I

fuppofe to have been tranfcribed

from the play-bills of the time.

They were equally calculated to

attradl the notice of the idle gazer

in the walks at St. Paul's, or to

draw a crowd about fome voci--

ferous Autolycus, who perhaps

was hired by the players thus to

raife the expectations of the mul-
titude. It is indeed highly im-

probable that the modelt bhak-

fpsare, who has more than once

apologized for his untutored lines,

Ihould in his manufcripts have

Shakfpeare, whom you and every pliiy-boufe bill

*' Style the (//v/wf, the matchlefs, what yuu will—

deed.
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deed, xfe learn, that in the latter

part of the reign of queen Eli-

zabeth, the poet had his benefit

on the fecond day. As it was a

general praftice, in the time of
Shakfpeare, to fell the copy of

the play to the theatre, I imagine,

in fuch cafes, an author derived

no other advantage from his piece,

than what arofe from the fale of

3t. Sometimes, however, he found

it more beneficial to retain the

copy-right in his own hands ; and
when he did fo, I fuppofe he had

a benefit. It is certain that the

giving authors the profits of the

third exhibition of their play,

which feems to have been the iifual

mode during almoil the whole of

the laft century, was an eftabliih-

i ed cullom in the yesr 1612 ; for

Decker, in the prologue to one of

his comedies, printed in that year,

fpeaks of the poet's third day. The
unfortunate Otway had no more
than one benefit on the produdion
of a new play; and this too, it

feems, he was fometimes forced

to mortgage before the piece was
afted.

Southerne was the firfl drama-
tic writer who obtained the emo-
luments aiifing from two reprc-

fentations ; and to Farquhar, in

the year 1700, the benefit of a

third was granted. To the ho-

nour of Mr. y\ddiron, it fho'jld be

remembered, that he firfl; difcon-

tinued the ancient, but humi-
liating, praftice of difiributing

tickets, and foliciting company to

attend at the theatre, on the poet's

nifjhts.

When an author fold his piece

to the fliarers or proprietors of a

theatre, it remained for feveral

yeati unpublifhed ; but, when

tliat was not the cafe, he printed

it for fale, to which many feem to

have been induced, from an ap-

prehenfion that an imperfeft copy

might be iliued from the prefs

without their con Tent. The cuf-

tomary price of ths copy of a play,

in the time of Shakfpeare, ap-

pears to have been twenty nobles,

or fix pounds thirteen fhillings

and four pence. The play when
printed was fold for fix-pence ; and
the ufual prefent from a patron,

in return for a dedication, was for-

ty fhillings.

On the fii-ft day of exhibiting

a new play, the prices of ad-

mifiion appear to have beenraifed ;

and this feems to have been occa-

fionally praftifed on the benefit-

nights of authors, to the end of

the lalt century.

Dramatic poets in thofe times,

as at prefent, were admitted gra-

tis into the threatre.

The cuftom of pafiing a final

cenfure on plays at their firft ex-

hibition, is as ancient as the time

of our author ; for no lefs than

three plays of his rival, Ben Jon-
fon, appear to have been damned ;

and Fletcher's Faithful Shephede/s,

and The Knight cf the Burning

Pejile, written by him and Beau-
mont, underwent the fame fate.

It is not eafy to afcertain what
were the emoluments of a fuccefl-

ful aftor in the time of Skak-
fpcare. They had not then an-

nual benefits, as at prefent. The
performers at each theatre feem to

have (hared the profits arifing

either from each day's exhibition,

or from the whole feafon, among
them. I think it is not unlikely,

that the clear emoluments of the

theatre, after dedufling whatever

was
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was appropriated to the proprietors

«f the houfe, were divided into

one hundred parts, of which the

aftors had various fhares, accord-

ing to their rank and merit. From
Ben Jonfon's Foetajier, we learn,

that one of either the performers

or proprietors had fcven fhares and

a half; but of what integral fum
is not mentioned.

On the Origin of the Englifh Lan-

gnage. By the Rev. Mr. Drake,
Archseol. Vol. V.

MR. Whitaker, in his Hlftory

of Manchefter, having con-

troverted the opinion of thofe who
affirm the Englifli language to be

genuine and unmixed Teutonic,

and having aflerted it to be of

Celtic origin, a learned and in-

genious advocate for the former

opinion, has endeavoured in the

following memoir to fupport it by

an appeal to the fenfes of his

readers.

As all conjeftural reafoning,

fays Mr. Drake, muft be vague
and undecifive upon this fubjeft,

the molt folid and rational mode
of determining the queftion will

be to have recourfe to matter of
fad. For this purpofe I (hall take

a part of a chapter in Ulphilas's

Gothic verfion of the gofpel, a

work executed above fourteen

hundred years ago, and confront

it with the fame chapter of our
prefent tranflation, and 1 believe,

Sir, you will be amazed at the

firiking aliinity between the two
languages, notwithftanding the

dift'crent mediums through which
they have defcended, and the

nany ages that have clapfed fince

lO

»57

they have been feparated. I /half

make ufe of the tenth chapter of
St. John, though any other would
equally anfwer the purpofe.

The original Gothic of the firft

vcrfe is thij

:

jimen amen qtuitha zzivis fa m
atgc.ngith in thairh daur in gardett

lambe, ak Jieigith alathro fa iji

bliftus. Now that you may have
a clearer view of the connection I
am endeavouring to prove, I will

render this verfe verbatim into the
prefent Englilh. Amen amen verily

verily qivi:ha I fay iz^dvis to you.

fa he that ni aigangith in enterctli

not thairh daur through or by the

door ak but Jieigith climbeth up
alathro fome other way fa he if is

hliftus a thief. I will now feparate

the words from the context, and,

by an accurate examination of
each particular one, I am con-
vinced that, notwiihftandine ifc;

variations of orthography and
pronunciation which nece/Tarily

muft be in the two tongues, it

will appear very vifibly that the

one is the genuine produdliou of
the other. S^itha 1 fay. Thofe
who recoHedt the old word Quotli

will eafily perceive that it is the

imperfeft tenfe of this verb quitbatt

dicere. Iz<vuis, the Somerlet dia-

led for you. What connedion
this iziuis, to ycu, had with our
ancient language, may be feen

from this fentence of a letter

written to K. Henry the Vth by

the Earl of Salifbury : " We were
** afore diverfe places, what time
** it likech zoxv to fette on thrm,
** they be not able to hold ajenil

•* zo<i-j no while.'' In the lame

leliCT your is written zour, which is

very little different from the Go-
thic i%xi:ar veHer. Atgangith it :

tnis
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this expreffion for en'^ereth mull be

familiar to an Engl fh ear, efpe-

cially CO thofe who are converiant

with the northern fpeech. The
peaiants in \ orkfliire, particularly

in the U elt Rioing, app'y the

verb to gang in general tur to go.

It was the Common language of

our ancient poets, and Johnfon

has inferted it in his didioi.ary as

fynonimous with to go, from which

many nouns are apparently de-

rived, as a gang fignifying a num-
ber herding together, that go,

metaphorically fpeaking, the fame

way ;
gangweek, rogation week,

and the gangway in a fhip. Thairu

daur for through the door is too

obvious a refemblance to take no-

tice of. In garden lambe- In the

iheepfold. '1 his is a compound
word, the latter part of it, lambed

requires no explication ; the for-

mer, gardan, may appear at firft

fight foreign to us, but it really is

not fo, but naturally inherent both

in the Saxon and Englilh lan-

guages. Gard in its primary fig-

nincation denoted a houfe, as, Ni
fareiih us garda in gard. Go not

from houle to houfe ; but was

transferred from this original

meaning to exprefs an inclofure of

any kind, Jepem vel munimentum

elaudens aliquici \ hence the Goths
faid, aurtigard hortus ; whence the

Saxons had their ortgearde, and we
our orchard. And it is obfervable

in this inilance, that all the Eu-
ropean tongues that have the leail

mixture of Gothifm in them, have

in general interpreted the Latin

hortus with words originating frcm
this gard: as French, 'Jardin\

Italian, Giardino^ Spanilh, Gar-
din ; German, Gardo ; Danifn,

Guard', Dutch.- Gaerde ',
En^Uih,

Garden. Another noun the Gothj
have formed in compofition with
gard is weingard, fignifying an in-

clolure of vines, from which the

Saxon and cur vineyard is made.
Perh ps it may not be impertinent

in this place to advife the gentle-

men who are engaged in the vine-

yard controverfy, as feme of their

arguments feem drawn from the
force and origin of the term vine-

yard and others relative to it, not
to ftop their enquiries at the Sax-
on, but to apply to the fountain's

head, the Goths, for their in-
formation—Amiquos accedere fon-
tes— 1 hey will there be fupplied
with not only ifjeingard, but alfo

nxjeintriu a vine, I'.'einaba/ge grapes,

vjeinatains a vine branch, and others.

We are told by the Hanoverian
Knittel, who publilhed a fragment
of Gothic literature, lately found
in that country, that Bufbequius,

who vifited the lefTer Tartary, the

early refidence of the Goths, found
there an infinite number of words
and phrafes of Gothic birth, and
among the reft this weingard pure
and unadultered. However, to

put an end to this term, if the

fupporters of the Celtic fyftem

deny the refemblance here, we are

at liberty to introduce the Saxon
Jceape falde, equally Teutonic, the

root indifputably of our fheepfold.

But I forgot to mention, that I am
apprehcnfive the learned Mr. Har-
rington, in his anfwer to Mr*
Pegge about the Englifh vineyards,

has made a miltake as to matter

cf faft. " There is great reafon,"

fays that gentleman, *' to think
" that the Saxons had no term
*' for a grape, or the fruit of the
" vine; for that paffage in St.

•' Matthew, Do men gather graoe*

-'of



A N T 1 (^U I T I E S.

" of thorns ? runs thus in the

" Saxon verfion, cuithes ut /om-
*' nigas ofthornum uvas. It feems
** evident," concludes he, '* that

*' the tranflator had no Saxon
*• word for the fruit of the vine,

" otherwife he would not have
" ufed the Latin term wvas."

Now it unfortunately happens,

that in the Saxon tranflation of the

gofpel that is now open before me>,

not the Latin but the Saxon noun
is made ufe of in the above-men-

tioned place : cnuyfi thu gaderath

man nxsinberian of thornum ; where

you will obferve, that njjinberian is

the Saxon word for grapes or the

fruit of the vine * ; and this term

occurs repeatedly in the verfion of

the Heptateuch. When iVIofes

fent out the fpies to examine the

land of Canaan, we are told in

©ur bible, that the time was the

time of the firft ripe grapes; and

in the Saxon tranflation hitivasiha

tima fhat i-vi>'.bei-!an ripodon. This

word ivinbetian or grapes feems to

be perfeftly agreeable to the ge-

nius of the language,- for berries

in compound exprefs the fruit of

many of our trees and (Virubs in

our prtfent fpeech, as mulberries,

rafberries, ilrawberries, black ber-

ries, goofeberries; and inYorkfliire,

where more genuine Saxon is re-

tained than in any other part of

England, they in gprtfr^l fay cur-

rantberries. Steigetb climbetn up,

may alfo with fome attention be

traced in our language. |ohnfon

has the verb to jij, which he in-

__
lerprets to foar or afcend ; ht nee

the fubftantive fiile explained as a
fet of fteps to pafs from one in-

clofure to another; and in the

north of England, the commoii
appellation for a ladder, among
the lower fort of people is, a Jiee^

all derivative from the Gochick
Jieigan.

Alothre. We can difcern our
other in this word.

IJl hliftusy is a thief. However
unconneded with the Englifh hlif-

tus may appear, yet an accurate

obferver may find it lurking in a
co.npound. Shoplifting, a prac-

tice pretty prevalent in this town,

is undoubtedly deducible from it

;

and I remember that a very fen-

fible genclemar), who had been,

fome time in Scotland, informed

me, that he heard a man arraign-

ed in a court of jullice in that

kingdom for the crime of cowlift-

ing, which he found upon the trial

to mean the ftealing of a cow.

1 mull beg leave to take notice,

that the Gothick hiiftus is the

Greek K^E7T^>;?> the afpirate being
alTumed inftrad of the K. This
analogy is obfervablc in our mo-
dern Eng'iih, as ho!loi.v is made
from KoiAoi;, and hcde for Kr,oo<;,

and we have many other inftances

of the fame nature. The refem-

blance indeed between the Gothick
and the Greek is !o jinking and
remaikable, that many learned

men have judged them to be only

different dialects of the f:ime radi-

cal tongue. Thefe are the fenii-

ments ot that grejt malter of Nor-
thern literature Francifcus Junius

;

* Tlie pafTage however -s 3ccu atc'v leferred to, and to be found, in Dr.
Hick<;s's Ans^lii-Saxon grammar, p. 92, «luie wvas is ufcd fm- ^rfl/>/.i,.though
tlie woiil iDHy Ik reniiertd nxnnbenan in ihc primed v^iIIkii of the Anglo-^axon
goipej, which is not ciicJ ui tiie Aixl.solu^i.., voi ir.. p. tz.

** Linguam
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" Linguam Gothicam," fays he,
" (ut quae fola dialefto differat a
•' Graeca vetere) ab eadem ori-

** gine cum Graeca profluxifle ju-
•' dicabam." And Dr. Hickes
tells us, that " Gothica lingua in
*' multis locis Greciflat." To
which opinion, I confefs, I am
much inclined to accede, as it feems

the only rational way to account

for that variety of Greek idioms

and terms that are fo plentifully

interfperfcd in our language.

But to proceed to the fecond

Xerk :

Sa inngangancis thalrh daury hair-

deii ejl lambe.

Sa he that ingangand entereth

in thauru daur through or by the

door iji is hairdeis the Ihepherd

iambe of the iheep.

The only word not noticed in the

preceding verfe is hairdeis, which
the Saxons call fceapa hyrde, and
we Ihepherd. Perhaps it is unne-

cefl'ary to inform you that hairdeis

y

joined with fome particular fpecies

of cattle, denotes the perfon that

has the management of them in our

prefent Englifh, as fhepherd, fwine-

herd, goatllierd, neatherd.

The third verfe runs thus :

Thamm dattranjuards unlukith,jah

tho lamba Jiibna is haufgand, jab
tho lamba haitith bi namin.

Thamm to him dauranuards the

porter unluktth openeth, jah and
iho lambe the fheep haufgand hear

is Jiibna his voice, jah and haitith

he calleth lambe the fheep hi namin

hy name.
The firft word that occurs here

is daura^Mord:, which being of the

compofite kind fignifies ojiiarius or

doorkeeper. The Saxons call him
greate^wearde, but we have adopted

9. French term porttr* Wards is

formed from the Gothicic verfc

nuardan gujiodire, which fupplies

us with many terms derivative

from it ; as to ward, a ward,
warden of a college or cinque ports,

a warder of the tower, wardfhip,

and many others. Unluktth open-
eth, certainly puts us in mind of

unlocketh, from which it is de-
rived. As for haufgand, audiunt,

J Ihall not venture to deduce /•

hfar from it, fhall therefore take

the Saxon hyrath inftead of it,

which is equally Teutonick. Stibna

voice, from which the Saxons
made flefne, is at prefent quite ob-
folete, but fome centuries ago it

prevailed very general, as our old

ballads will bear witnefc, which
feem to have had no other word
for voice than fievin, and it was
even ufed fo low as Spenfer. From
haitan, njocare vel appellare, we per-

ceive our old Englifh word hight,

named or called. Bi namin and
by name correfpond fo exaftly, that

one is amazed that the fpace of
fourteen hundred years ihould

make fo fmall an alteration in s

language.

The fourth verfe is this

:

Faura in. gangith jab tho lambs
ina laiflgand, unte kunnutn flebna is.

Gangith he goeth faura im before

them jah and tho lamba the fheep

laiflgand follow iiia him, unte for

kunnum they know is flebna his

voice. As to laiflgand they follow,

I muft acknowledge, i can trace

no veftige relative to it in our lan-

guage. The Saxon, however, fur-

nifhes us vi'nhfyliyeath from whence
OUT folloix). Kunnan,fcire,z^^t2iTS

in various inftances, as to kenn, to

know, and many nouns dependent

upon thofe verbs.

Verfe 5 th. Framathganani laifl-

gand.
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^an<!, ak fiuihandfaura imma, unte

tii kunnun framathgane Jiibna. 7\
/'

laijfgand ihty will not follow /ra-

tnathgnna a ftranger, ak but flui'

hand \\\\\ ^tt faura imma f:cm or

before him, unte for ni ku7inan they

know uox Jiibna\\it voKzz framath-

^<2««of ftrangers. The firll claufe

of this verfe, it mull: be confcfTed,

is perfeAly unintelligible to aa

Englifh ear, but the Saxon is not

io ; ne fyliyeath they will not follow

uncuthum the unknown or ftranger.

Vncouih'u an Englifh word, and in

its primary acceptation fignified

unknown ; the prcfent ufe hew-
ever has made it fomewhat deviate

from that fenfe. Milton ha. given

it its original meaning, when Ra-
phael gives Adam the reafon v/hy

he was abfent at the time of his

creation.

For I that day was abfent, as befi-l,

Bound on a voyage uncouth and oblciire,

Far on excurfion towards the gates of hell.

The radix, however, of this

word is difcernable in the Gothick,

for in a chapter or two beyond
this we meet with huntha I have

known, and by prefixing the ne-

gative particle w. which prevailed

much among the Goths, as ««bai-

rans, barren, a/zbarnas, chiidlef

,

we form the compound ««kuntha,

bax. tt'jcoutha, Eng. a«couth and

wn'tcnown.

But to go on with the next

verfe

:

Than qivath aftra du im Jaijus,

JImen Amen qivitha izivis, thaia ik

am daur lambc. Than xhtTs'jaiJus

Jefus qxvath (ay'd du im to them
aftra again or after, amen amen
verily verily quitha I fay iA.ii.is to

you, thata that ik am I am daur

I hedoor lambe of the Ihjcp.

Vol. XXm.

Here is nothing not taken no-

tice of, fo Ihali proceed to the

next :

Allai f'jsa magnagai fa qivemun
thiubos find, ak ni haufidedun im th»

lamba. Allai f^v^a managai fjja all

the many that qv^emun came /:nd

are thiubos thiefs, ak but tho lamba
the fheep ni haufidenun did not hear
im them.

Allai, cur aU.

Managai, the root of this word
is tnanag, which by foftning the g
in the pronunciation, becomes the

Englifli many.

Mi.'emun, venire Sax,

1^^

/J^

Eng. to come.
Thiuhs hence the Saxon theofa

and our thief. We muft remember
that this word is fynonymous witii

kUftus.

But to the next verfe :

Thi'ubsxh.z thiG^ ni q^-imi:h Com-
eth not niba! but for filai to fleal

jah and fniihai to kill y'^/S' and yr^-
•vijlgai to defiroy. Ik qxvam I am
come ei that aigeina they mighc
hivs llbain life.

Nibai is not Englifh, the Saxcns
have butan from whence our but^

except.

Stilai, the dulled fight may per-

ceive the origin of to Jleal.

Snitha is the Saxon fnidan or

fiiihan, and the German fniaen

jcirdere', and we have yet a glimpfe

of it among us. Littleton in his

dictionary mentions fnithe, which
he interprets i'^«/HJ pergtlidus, and
which we may. properly call a cut-

ting wind : the accurate Ainfv.orth

h.is copied it from him, but John-
fon has taken no notice of it. The
Saxon verfion makes ufe oi Jlea,

from which our flay.

Fra'vijigai, no remains of this

obfervable in Englilh. The Saxoa
M . / iays

'J ^-vv^ \
•'

r



i62 ANNUAL REGISTER, 1780.

fays /orJo to deflroy. Our Shak-
fpeaie ufes it in the fame fenfe.

Thus in Hamlet,

This is the very extafie of love,

WJiofe violent property fordoes itfelf.

Li5a, from which the Saxon lif

and our life.

Aigariy habere, a Gothick noun
from this verb aihn, is explained

pecuUaris l^ propria pojfejfio ; hence
the Englifh oivn.

The fucceeding verfe is very re-

markably Englifh :

Ik am I am god hairdels the good
ihepherd, fa god hairdeis the good
ihepherd lagith layeth down fai-

luala his life or foul faura lamha
for the fheep.

I (liall only obferve, that Ul-
philas has more accurately turned
the Greek ri6-/,o-j T-/;y ^\v-)(Ytf by
lagiih Jai^wala than has been done
by the Englifh tranflators.

The twelfth verfe

:

A/nets an hireling faiquith feeth

luulf the wolf quimandan coming,
jah and leithuh leaveth thnim lamham
the fheep, _;fl^ zridjliutb fleeth.

It is in vain that we hunt for

any appearance of a/neis, mercena-

rius, in our tongue. The Saxons
adopt hyyelinge for the fame lignifi-

cation, and we hireling. Leithith

3s eafily melted down to leaiieth, fo

is Jliuth into fieeth. As to ijjulf it

Ipeaks for itlelf.

The thirteenth

:

Sa ajneis the hirelingy-7/«/,J fieeth

unte becaufe iji he is ajneis an hire-

ling, y^/^ and ni jji kar there is no
care imma to him lambe of the

ftieep.

Ni iji kar imma lambe is very in-

telligible indeed.

The fourteenth verfe :

^k im 1 am gzda hairdeis the

good fhepherdy<2^ and kann know
meina mine, jah and tneina mine
kunnen know mik me.
The fifteenth :

Siva as (fo) atta the father kann
knoweth mik n\e,jah and ik kann I

know attan the faiher,Jah and laga

1 lay down meina fain.\jala my life

faura tho lamba for the fheep.

Here is nothing to be particu-

larly obferved except the word
attan the father. From what
fource the Goths drew it the {harp-

eft inveiligators of languages have
not been able as yet to difcover ;

for that people have neither com-
municated it to the Saxons or to

any of their various defcendents

;

however we mufl take notice, that

though atta is regularly made ufe

of wuen a father folely is denoted,

yet when parents are intended,

Ulphilas's verfiQn always fubfli-

tutes fadrein, the radix indifput-

ably of the Saxon faeder and our

father.

To this fpecimen let me add,

that every circumllance that confti-

tutes the true genius of a language,

is vifibly derived to the Englifh

from the Goths and Saxons. The
articles, flexion of the genitive cafe,

prepofilions and auxiliary verbs

are all abfolutely Teutontck. If

the Goths fay ik am, thu nvas, thu

magaifi, thu maightes, thu JkuldaiSf

thu mojlaisj ik fkal\ the Englifh in

the fame mode of fpeaking repeat

after them, / am, thou nvas, thou

mayji, thou mights, thou fhouldfi, thou

muji, I fialL
I have now. Sir, finifhed what I

had to fay upon the comparifon of

the two languages the Gothick and
the Englifh, and, I think, a man
muft be little fagacious in diflin-

guifhing likeueffes who does not

difcover
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dlfcover that the one is the natural

defcendant of the other; their

complexions, thtir manners, their

features, are exactly fimilar, and I

challenge the deepeft enquirer into

the Celtick to produce fodecifive a

proof of any affinity of that tongue

with ours. The Dritidi, to fpeak

plainly, has little or no refemblance

to the Englifli. Many of their

terms may have gained admilTion

among us, as from the vicinity and
long intercourfe we have had with

that people may necefTarily be ima-

gined, but their idioms and genius

are as radically and efFentially dif-

ferent as any two languages can

pofiibly be.

The follo'vjing Article is talen from
the Appendix to Martin's Hijlory

of Thetford.

IT is copied from an original re-

cord in that borough, whea
John le Forreller was mayor ia

the tenth year of Edwrd III.

A. 1:^36. It is fo far curious, as it

exhibit? an authentic account of
the value of many articles at that:

time; being a bill, inferted in the

town-book, of theexpences attend-

ing the fending two light horfe-

men from Thetford, to the army
which was to march againft the

Scots that year.

To two men chofen to go into the army againft Scotland

For cloth, and to the taylor for making it into iwo goijuns

For two pair of gloves, and a Hick or ftatf —
For two horfes — _. — —
For fhoeing thcfe horfes — — —
For two pair of boots for the light horfemen —
Paid to a lad for going with the mayor' (to Lenn) • to take

* care of the horfes • — — —
To a boy for 2. letter at Lenn,' (viz. carrying it thither)

Expences for the horfes of two light horfemen for four days
* before they departed — — —

/.
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Miscellaneous Essays.

Hijlory of Gardening. From Wal-
pole'j Anecdotes of Painting in

England.

GARDENING was probably

one of the firft arts that fuc-

ceeded to that of building houfes,

and naturally attended property

and individual pofielTion. Culi-

nary, and afterwards medicinal
herbs, were the objefts of every

head of a family: it became con-
venient to have them within reach,

without feeking them at random
in woods, in meadows, and on
mountains, as often as they were
wanted. When the earth ceafed

to furnilh fpontaneoufly all thefe

primitive luxuries, and culture be-

came requifite, feparate inclofures

for rearing herbs grew expedient.

Fruits were in the fame predica-

ment, and thofe moil in ufe or

that demand attention, mufl: have

entered into and extended the do-

meftic inclofure.

Matters, we may well believe,

remained long in this fituation j

and though the generality of man-
kind form their ideas from the im-

port of words in their own age, we
have no reafon to think that for

many centuries the term garden

implied more than a kitchen-garden

or orchard. When a Frenchman

reads of the garden of Eden, I do

not doubt but he concludes it was
fomething approaching to that of

Verfailles, with dipt hedges, ber-

ceaus, and trellis-work. If his de-

votion humbles him fo far as to

allow that, confidering who de-

figned it, there might be a laby-

rinth full of ^Efop's fables, yet he

does not conceive that four of the

largeft rivers in the world were

half fo magnificent as an hundred
fountains full of ftatues by Girar-

don. It is thus that the word
garden has at all times pafled for

whatever was underftood by that

term in different countries. But
that it meant no more than a

kitchen-garden or orchard for fe-

veral centuries, is evident from
thofe few defcriptions that are pre-

ferved of the moll famous gardens

of antiquity.

That of Alcinous, in the Odyf-
fey, is the moft renowned in the

heroic times. Is there an admirer

of Homer who can read his de-

fcription without rapture; or who
does not form to his imagination

a fcene ofdelights more pifturefque

than the landfcapes of Tinian or

Juan Fernandez ? Yet what was

that boafted Paradife with which

the gods ordain'd

To grace Alcinous aud his happy land ?

Pope.

Why,
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on terrafTes and the walls of the

palace, whither foil was conveyed
on purpofe, we are very certain of

what they were not; I mean they

mull have been trifling, of no ex-
tent, and a wanton inllance of ex-

pence and labour. In other words,
they were what fumptuous gardens

have been in all ages till the pre-

fent, unnatural, enriched by art,

poffibly with fountains, llatues,

baluftrades, and fummer-houfes,
and were any thing but verdant
and rural.

from the days of Homer to

thofe of Pliny, we have no traces

to lead our guefs to what were the

gardens of the intervening ages.

When Roman authors, whofe cli-

mate inllilled a wi!h for cool re-

treats, fpeak of their enjoyments

in that kind, they figh for grottos,

caves, and the refrelhing hollows

of mountains, near irriguous antj

fhady founts; or boafl of their por-

ticos, walks of planes, canah,
baths and breezes from the fea.

Their gardens are never men-
tioned as affording fliade and fhel-

ter from the rage of the dog-ftar.

Pliny has left us defcriptions of

two of his villas. As he ufed his

Laurentine villa for his winter-re-

treat, it is not farprifing that the

garden makes no confiderable part

of the account. All he fays of it

is, that the gertatio or place of ex-

ercife, which furroundedthcgardea
(the latter confequently not being
very large) was bounded by a

hedge of box, and where that was
perilhed, with rofemary ; that there

was a walk of vines, and that moll

of the trees were fig and mulberry,

the foil not being proper for any

other forts.

On his Tufcan villa he is mor«
difFufe, the garden makfs a con-

M
J

ivdcrablf

Why, diverted of harmonious

Greek and bewitching poetry, it

was a fmall orchard and vineyard,

with fome beds of herbs and two

fountains that watered them, in-

clofed within a quickfet hedge.

The whole compafs of this pom-
pous garden inclofed—four acres.

Four acrcswasth' allotted fpace of ground,

Fenc'd with a gieeu iiiclofure all around-

The trees were apples, figs, pome-
granates, pears, olives, and vines.

Tall thriving trees confefs'd the fruitful

mold

;

The redoing apple ripens into gold.

Here the bine fig with lufcious juice o'er-

flows.

With deeper red the full poinegrarifte

glows.

The branch here bends beneath the weigh-
ty penr,

And verdant olives flourifh round the

year.

Beds of nil various herbs, for ever green,

In bejuteous order terminate the fcene.

Alcinoas's garden was planted by
the poet, enriched by him with

the fairy gift of eternal fummcr,
and no doubt an effort of imagina-

tion furpafling any thing he had
ever feen. As he had bellowed

on the fame happy prince a palace

with brazen walls and columns of

fjlver, he certainly intended that

the garden fliould be proportion-

ably magnificent. We are fure

therefore that as late as Homer's
age, an inclofure of four acres,

comprehending orchard, vineyard

and kitchen-garden, was a flretch

.of luxury the world at that time
had never beheld.

The hanging gardens of Baby-
lon were a Hill greater prodigy.

We are not acquainted with their

difpofition or contents ; but as they

are fuj)pofed to have bcsn formed



i66 ANNUAL REGISTER, 1780.

fiderable part of the defcription—
and what was the principal beauty

of that pleafu re-ground ? Exaftly

what was the admiration of this

country about threefcore years

ago; box-trees cut into monfters,

animals, letters, and the names of

the mafter and the artificer. In an
age when architeflure difplayed all

its grandeur, all its purity, and
all its tafte ; when arofe Vefpafian's

amphitheatre, the temple of Peace,

Trajan's forum, Domitian's baths,

and Adrian's villa, the ruins and
yelliges of which ftill excite our

aftoiiilhment and curiofiy; a Ro-
man conful, a polifned emperor's

friend, and a man of elegant li-

terature and la.le, delighted in

ivhat the mob new fcarce admire
in a college-garden. All the in-

gredients of Pliny's correfponded

pxadlly v.'ith thofe laid out by Lon-
<3on and Wife on Dutch princi-

ple?. He talks of flopcs, terrailes,

2. wildernefs, fhrubs methodically

trimmed, a marble bafon, pipes

fpouting water, a cafcade falling

into the bafon, bay-trees, alter-

nately planned with planes, and a

ftrait walk, from whence iflued

others parted off by hedges of box,

and apple-trees, with obelifks

placed between every two. There
wanes nothing but the embroidery
of a parterre, to make a garden

ia the reign of Trajan ferve for a

defcription of one in that of King
William *. In one paflage above
Pliny feems to have conceived that

natural irregularity might be a
beauty ; in opere urkanijjimo, fays

he, Jiihita velut illati ruris imita^

tio. Something like a rural view
was contrived amidft fo much po-
lifhed compofitlon. But the idea

foon vanifhed, lineal walks im-
mediately enveloped the flight

fcene, and names and infcriptions

in box again fucceeded to com pen

-

fate for the daring introduftion of
nature.

In the paintings found at Her-
culaneum are a few traces of gar-

dens, as may be feen in the fe-

cond volume of the prints. Thev
are fmall fquare inclofures formed
by trellis-work, and efpaliersf,

and regularly ornamented with
vafes, fountains and careatides,

elegantly fymmetrical, and proper
for the narrow fpaces allotted to the

garden of a houfe in a capital city.

From fuch I would not banifli thofe

playful waters that refrefh a fultry

manfion in town, nor the neat trel-

lis, which prelerves its wooden ver-

dure better than natural greens
expofed to dull. Thofe treillages

in the gardens at Paris, particu-

larly on th^ Boulevard, have a gay
and delightful efFecl.-—They form
light corridores, and tranfpicuous

arbours through which the fun-

* Dr. Plof, in his natural hiftory of Oxfordfhire, p. 380, feems to have
been a gi'eat admirer of trtes carved into the moll he'erogeneous form?, which
he calls topiary vjorks, and quotes one Laurembergiiig for faying th.it the Eng-
Jifh are as expert as moft nations in that kind of fcnlpture; for which Hamp-
ton-court was particularly remaikable. The doflor then names other gardens
that flourifhed with animals, and cafile?, foi med arte topiaiia, and above all a
wren's neft that was capacious enoiig'.i to receive a man to fit on a feat made
within ir for thr.t purpofe.

\ At War.vick-caitle is an ancient fuit of arras, in which there is a garden
exaa y refemblini^ thefe piclures of Herculaneum.

beams



MISCELLANEOUS ESSAYS. 167

beams play and chequer the fhade,

fee off the ftatues, vafes and flow-

ers, that marry with their gaudy
hotels, and fuit the galant and idle

fociety who paint the walks be-

tween their parterres, and realize

the fantaftic fcenes of Watteau
and Durfe.

We do not precifely know what
our ancelfors meant by a bower,

it was probably an arbour; fome-

times it meant the whole frittered

inclofure, and in one inftance it

certainly included a labyrinth.

Rofauiond's bower was indifput-

ably of that kind, though whether
compofed of walls or hedges we
cannot determine. A fquare and
a round labyrinth were fo capital

ingredients of a garden formerly,

that in Dii Cerceau's archi:efture,

who lived in the time of Charles

IX. and Henry III. there is fcarce

a ground plot without one of each.

The enchantment of antique ap-

pellations has confecrated a pleaf-

ing idea of a royal refidence, of

which we now regret the extinction.

Havering in the bower, the join-

ture of many dowager queens, con-
veys to us the notion of a romantic
fcene.

In Kip's views of the feats of
our nobility and gentry, we fee

the fame tirefome and returning

uniformity. Every houfe is ap-
proached by two or three gardens,

confining perhaps of a gravel-walk
and two grafs plats, or borders of
flowers. Each rifes above the

other by two or three fteps, and
as many wall- and terralfes ; and
fo many iron-gates, that we re-

coiled thofe ancient romances, in

which eveiy entrance was guarded
by nymphs or dragons. At lady

Orfori's at i'iddleton in Dorfet-

i^ire, there was, when nay brother

married, a double inclofure of
thirteen gardens, each I fuppofe
not an hundred feet fquare, with
an enfilade of correfpondent gates

;

and before you arrived at thefe,

you paffed a narrow gut between
two Hone terraffes, that rofe above
your head, and which were crown-
ed by a line of pyramidal yews.

Yet thoagh thefe and fuch pre-
pofterous inconveniencies prevailed
from age to age, good fenfe in
this country had perceived the want
of fomething at once more grand
and more natural. Thefe reflec-

tions and the bounds fet to the wade
made by royal fpoilers, gave ori-

gin to parks. They were con-
traded forefts, and extended gar-
dens. Hentzner fays, that accord-
ing to Rous of Warwick the firll

p:ark was that at Woodftock. If
fo, it might be the foundation of
a legend that Henry 11. fecured
his miftrefs in a labyrinth : it was
no doubt more difficult to find her
in a park than in a palace, when
the intricacy of the woods and va-

rious lodges buried in covert might
conceal her adual habitation.

It is more extraordinary that

having fo long ago Humbled oa
the principle of modern gardening,
we (hould have perfilled in retain-

ing its reverfe, fymmetrical and
unnatural gardens. That parks
were rare in othercountries, Hentz-
ner, who travelled over great part
of Europe, leads us to fuppofe, by
obferving that they were common
in England. In France they re-

tain the name, but nothing is

more different both in compafs and
difpofition. Their parks are ufual-

ly fquare or oblong inclofures re-

gularly planted with walks of chef-

nuts or limes, and generally every

large town has one for its public

M 4 rccre-



i68 ANNUAL REGISTER, 1780.

recreation. They are exadlly like

Burton's-court at Chelfea-college,

and rarely larger.

One man, one great man we
Jiad, on whom nor education nor
cuftom could impofe their preju-

dices ; who, on enjil days though

Jalien, and 'with darknfjs and J'oli-

tude comppjjed round, judged that

the millaken and fantaftic orna-

n^.ents he had feen in gardens,

were unworthy of the Almighty
Jiar^d that planted the delights of

Paradife. He leems with the

prophetic eye of tafte [as I have
lieard tafte well defined] to have
conceived, to have foreleen mo-
dern gardening ; as Lord Bacon
announced the difcoveries fince

made by experimental philofophy.

'J he defcripcion of Eden is a

warmer and more juft pifture of
the prefent ftyle than Claud Lor-
rain could have painted from Hag-
ley or Siourhead, I'he firfl: lines I

ihall quote, exhibit Stourhead on
a more magnificent fcale.

Thro' Eden went a river large,

jS'or chang'd Ins courfe, but thro' t'ne

fliaggy hill

Pafs'd underneath ingulph'd, for God had
tlirown

That mountain as his garden-mound, hi^^h

rais'd

ITpon the rapid current

Hagley feems pidlured in what fol-

lows,

which through veins

Of porous earth v.-ith kindly thirll up-
diawn,

Eofe a frefh fountain, and with n'lany a

rill

VV'ator'd the garden

Tv''liat colouring, what freedom of

pencil, v/hat landfcape in thefe

lines,

— from that faphire fcuut the crifped

brooks,
I? olHng on ori.nt pearl and fands of gold,

With mazy error under pem'ent fhndes

Ran !ic6tar, vifiting each plar.t, and fed

Plovv'rs worthy of Paradife, which not

nice art

In beds and curious knots, but nature

boon
Poin'd fort'.i profufe on hill and dale and

plain,

Both where the morning fun firft warmly
fniote

The cpcn fldil, and where the iinpierc'd

fliade

Inibrown'd the noon-tide bow'rs.

—

Thus

•was this place

^ happy ruralJsat of-jaiious viezu.

Read this tranfporting defcription,

paint to your mind tiie fctnes that

follow, contrail them with the fa-

vage but refpectable terror with

v/hich the poet guards the bounds
of his Paradife, fenced

-with the champion head
Of p. fleep wildernefs, whofe hairy fides

With thicket overgrown, grotefque an4
wild

Accefs denied ; and over head iipgrew
Infuperable height of loftiefl (bade,

Cedar and pine, and f.r, and branching
palm,

A fylvnn fcene, and as the ranks afcend,

Shade ah.ove Ihade, a wcOdy theatre

Of flateheft view—

.

and then recollcft that the author

of this fublime vificn had never

feen a glimpfe of any thing like

what he has imagined, that his

favourite ancients had dropped not

a hint of fuch divine fcenery, and
that the conceits in Italian gar-

dens, and Theobalds and Non-
fuch, were the brighteft originals

that his memory could furnifh.

Kis intelleftual eye faw a nobler

plan, fo little did he fufFer by the

lofs of fight. It fufficed him to have

feen the materials with which he

could work. The vigour of a

boundlefs imagination toll him
how a plan might be difpofed,

that would embellilh nature, and

reitore
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reftore art to its proper office, the

jult improvement or imitation of

it.

It is neceflary that the concur-

rent teilimony of the age (hould

fwear to pofterity that the defcrip-

tion above - quoted was written

above half a century before the

introduction of modern gardening,

or our incredulous defcendents

will defraud the poet of half his

glory, by being perfuaded that

he copied fome garden or gardens

he had feen—fo minutely do liis

ideas correfpond with the prefent

ftand;.rd. But what fhall we f?.y

for that intervening half century

who could read that plan and never

attempt to put it in execution ?

Now let us turn to an admired
writer, poflerior to Milton, and
fee how cold, how infipid, how
taflelefs is his account of what he

pronounced a perfeft garden. I

Ipeak not of his ftyle, which it

was not neceflary for him to ani-

mate with the colouring and glow

of poetry. It is his want of ideas,

of imagination, of tafte, that I

cenfure, when he diftated on a

fubjeiSl that is capable of all the

graces that a knowledge of beau-

tiful nature can bellow. Sir Wil-
liam Temple was an excellent

man; Milton, a genius of the iirft

order.

We cannot wonder that Sir Wil-
liam declares in favour of par-

terres, fountains .ind ftatues, as

neceflary to break the famenefs of

large grafs-plats, which he thinks

have an ill efte£t upon the eye,

when he acknowledges that he
difcovers fancy in the gardens of
Alcinous. Milton lludied the an-

cients with equal enthufiafm, but

no bigotry, and had judgment to

diftinguifli between the want of in-

vention and the beauties of poe-
try. Compare his Paradife with
Komer's garden, both afcribed to

a celeflial defign. For Sir Wil-
liam, it is juft to obferve, that

his ideas centered in a fruit-gar-

den. He had the honour of giv-

ing to his country many delicate

fruits, and he thought of little elfe

than difpofing them to the bell

advantage. Here is the pafiage

1 propoTed to quote ; it is long,

but I need not make an apology
to the reader for entertaining him
with any other words inllead of my
own.

** The beft figure of a garden is

either a fquare or an oblong, and
either upon a flat or a defcent :

they have all their beauties, but
the beft I efteem an oblong upon a
defcent. The beauty, the air,

the vievv makes amends for the

expence, which is very great in

finifhing and fupporting the terras-

walk, in levelling the parterres,

and in the ftonc-ftairs that are ne-
ceflary from one to the other,

" The pcrfefleft figure of a
garden I ever faw, cither at home
or abroad, was that of Moor-parlc
in Hcrtfordfhire, when I knew it

about thirty years ago. It was
made by the Countefs of Bedford,

cfteemed among the grcatell: wits

of her time, and celebrated by
Doctor Donne ; and with very great

care, excellent contrivance and
much coll ; but greater fums'may
be thrown away v/ithout efiert or

honour, if there want fenfe in pro-

portion to money, or if nature be

not follo-uied, which 1 take to be

the great rule in this, and perhaps

in every thing elfe, as far as the

conduit not only of our lives, but

our
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oar governments."' [We (hall fee

iow f.aturaJ that admired garden

was.]
•' Becaufe I take * the garden

I have named to have been in all

kinds the moft beautiful and per-

feSt, at leall: in the figure and dif-

pofuion, that I have ever feen, I

will defcribe it for a model to

thofe that meet with fuch a fiiua-

tion, and are above the regards of

common expence. It lies on the

. Jide of a hill, upon which the

Isoufe ftands, but not very fteep.

The length of the houfe, where

the beil rooms and moil ufe or

pleafure are, lies upon the breadth

of the garden ; the great parlour

opens in the middle of a terras

gravel-walk that lies even with it,

and which may lie, as I remember,
about three hundred paces- long,

and broad in proportion ; the bor-

der fet with itandard laurels and
at large diilances, which have the

beauty of orange. trees out of flow-

er and fruit. From this walk are

«hree defcents by many ftone llep';,

in the middle and at each end,

into a very large parterre. This

3s divided into quarters by gravel-

walks, and adorned with two foun-

tains and eight ftatues in the feve-

lal quarters. At the end of the

terras- walk are twofummer-honfes,

and the fides of the parterre are

langed with two large cloirters

open to the garden, upon arches

of fione, and ending with two

other fummer-houfes even with

she cloifters, which are paved with

Hone, and defigued for walks of

ihade, there being none other in

the whole parterre. Over thefe

EGISTER, 1780;

two cloifters are two terrafles co-

vered with lead and fenced with
baluflers ; and the paflage into

thefe airy walks is out of the two
fummer-houfes at the end of the

firll terras -walk. The cloiller

facing the fouth is covered with
vines, and would have been pro-

per for an orange-houfe, and the

other for myrtles or other more
common greens, and had, I doubt
not, been caft for that purpofe,

if this piece of gardening had
been then in as much vogue as it

is now.
*' from the middle of this par-

terre is a defcent by many fteps

nying on each fide of a grotto that

lies between them, covered with

lead and fiat, into the lower gar-

den, which is all fruit-trees rang-

ed about the feveral quarters of a
wildernefs which js very fhady

j

the walks here are all green, the

grotto embellilhed with figures of

fnell" rock- work, fountains, and
water works. If the hill had not

ended with the lower garden, and
the wall were not bounded by a

common svay that goes through
the park, they might have added
a third quarter of all greens ; but

this want is fupplied by a garden
on the other i'lde the houfe, which
is all of that foit, very wild, fhady,

and adorned with rough rock-work
and fountains.

" This was Moor- park, when
I was acquainted with it, and the

fweeteft place, I think, that I have

feen in my life, either before or

fince, at home or abroad."

—

I will make ijo farther remarks

on this defcription. Any maa

* The garden feerris to have been made after the plan laid down by Lord
Bacon in his 46th effay, to which, that 1 may not multiply quotations, I will

fcfer the reader.

might
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might defign and huild as fweet

a garden who had been born in

and never iHrred out of Holbcurn.

It was not peculiar to Sir William

Temple to think in that manner.

How many Frenchmen are there

who have feen our gardeps, and

Hill prefer natural flights of lleps

and fhady cloifters covered with

lead! Le Nautre, the architetfl of

the groves and grottoes at Ver-

failles, came hither on a miffion

to improve our tafte. He planted

St. James's and Greenwich parks

—no great monuments of his in-

vention.

To do farther juftice to Sir Wil-

liam Temple, I muft not omit

what he adds. '* What I have

faid of the belt forms of gardens,

is meant only of fuch as are in fome

fort regular; fer there mav be other

forms wholly irregular, that may,
for aught I know, have more
beauty than any of the others ;

but they mult owe it to fome ex-

traordinary difpofitions of nature

in the feat, or fome great race of

fancy or judgment in the contri'vance,

which may reduce many difagree-

ing parts into fome figure, which

fliall vet, upon the whole, be very

agreeable. Something of this I

have feen in fome places, but

heard more ot it from others, who
have lived much among the Chi-

nefes, a people whofe wav of

thinking feems to lie as wide of

ours in Europe, as their country

does.—Their greateit reach of ima-
gination is employed in contriving

figures, where the beauty (hail be

great and tlrike the eye, but with-

out any order or difpofition of

parts, that fhall be commonly or

ealiiy oblcrved. And though we
have hardly any notion of this

fcrt of beauty, yet they have a

particular word toexprefsit; and
where they find it hit their eye at

firlt fight, they fay that Shara-

wadgi is fine or is admirable, or

any fuch exprfffion of e eem—but

I fhould hardly advife any of thefe

attempts in the figure of gardens

among us, they are adventures of

too hard atchievement *br any
common hands ; and though there

may be more honour if they fuc-

ceed well, yet there is more difhu-

nour if they fail, and it is twenty

to one they will ; whereas in re-

gular figures, it is hard to make
any great and remarkable faults.**

Fortunately Kent and a few

others were not quite fo timid, or

we might ftill be going up and
down ftairs in the open air.

Jt is true, we have heard much
lately, as Sir William Temple did,

of irregularity and imitations of

nature in the garden? or g'-ounds

of the Chinefe. The former is

certainly true ; ihey are as whim-
fically irregular, as European gar-

de 's are formally uniform, and un-

varied—but with regaid to nature,

it feems as much avoided, as in the

fquares and oblongs, and itrait lines

of our ancellors. An artificial per-

pendiciilar rock Itarting out of a flat

plain, and connedled with nothing,

often pierced through in various

places with oval hollows, has no

more pretenfion co be deemed na-

tural than a linea! terrafs or a par-

terre. The late Mr. Joieph Spence,

who had both tafte and zeal for the

prefent ftyle, was lo perfuaded of

the Chinefe emperor's pleafure-

ground being laid cut on princi-

ple> refembling ours, that he

tranflated and publiftied, under

the name of Sir Harry Beaumont,
a particular account of that ir.clo-

fure ficm the collection of the

leiters
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letters of the Jefuits. I have

looked i: over, and except a de-

lertr-ined irregularity, can find no-

thing in it that gives me any idea

©f attention beyig paid to nature.

It is of vait circcrmference, and con-

tains 200 palaces, befides as many
contiguous for the eunuchs, all

gilt, painted and varniQied. There
are raifed hills from 20 to 60 feet

high, Itreams and lakes, and one

of the latter five miles round.

Thefe waters are pafied by bridges

—but even their bridges muil not

be ftrait—they ferpentize as much
as the rivulets, and are fometimes

fo long as to be furnifhed with

xefting-places, and begin and end

with triumphal arches. Me-
thinks a ftrait canal is as rational

at leaft as a mxandring bridge.

The colonades undulate in the

fame manner. In Ihort, this pret-

ty gaudy fcene is the work of ca-

price and whim ; and when we re-

iieft on their buildings, prefents

20 image but that of unfubftantial

lawdrinefs. Nor is this all. With-

in this fantai'.ic Paradife is a fqiiare

Toivn, each fide a mile long. Here
the eunuchs of the court, to en-

tertain his imperial majefiy with

the buftle and bufinefs of the capi-

ta* in which he refides, but which

it is rot of his dignity ever to fee,

aft merchants and all forts of

trades, and even dcfignedly exer-

cife for his royal amufement every

art of knavery that is praciifed

under his aufpicious government.

Metbinks thi^ is the childifn folace

and repoie of grandeur, not a re-

tirement from affairs to the de-

GISTER, 1780.

lights of rural life. Here too hii

majelly plays at agriculture ; there

is a quarter fet apart for that pur-

pofe ; the eunuchs fovv, reap, and

carry in their harveft in the impe-
rial prefence ; and his majelly re-

turns to Pekin perfuaded that he
has been in the country.

Having thus cleared my way by
afcertaining what have been the

ideas on gardening in all ages,

as far as we have materials to judge
by, it remains to Ihow to what de-

gree Mr. Kent invented the new
Ityle, and what hints he had re-

ceived to fuggeft and condudl his

undertaking.

We have feen what Moor-park
was, whtn pronounced a ftandard.

But as no fucceeding generation

in an opulent and luxurious coun-

try contents itfelf with the perfec-

tion eftablifiied by its anceftors,

more perfe«5l perfcclion was ftili

fought ; and improvements had
gone on, till London and Wiie
had flocked our gardens with

giants, animals, monfters *, coats

of arms and mottoes in yew, box
and holly. Abfurdity could go
no farther, and the tide turned.

Bridgnian, the next fafhionable

defigner of gardens, was far more
chalte ; and whether from good
fenfe, or that the ration had been,

ftruck and reformed by the admi^
rable paper in the Guardian,

N'^ 173, he banifhed verdant

fcuipiure, and did not even revert

to the fquare precifion of the fore-

going age. He enlarged hi5 plans,

dlfdained to make every divifion

tally to its oppofice, and though

• On the piers of a garfl'°n-gate not far from Paris I obferved two very co-

f]v^t iphinxcs. Thefe lady mor.iitrs had itiaw hats gracefully iinart on one
£de ui their heads, and lllken cloaks half veijing their necks j al| executed in

ftone.

he
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he ftill adhered much to ftrait

walks with high clipped hedges,

they were only his great lines;

the reft he diverfified by wilder-

uefs, and with loofe groves of oak,

though ftill within furrounding

hedges. I have obferved in the

garden * at Gubbins in fiertford-

Ihire many detached thoughts, that

ilrongly indicate the dawn of mo-
dern tafte. As his reformation

gained footing, he ventured far-

ther, and in the royal garden at

Richmond dared to introduce cul-

tivated fields, and even morfels of

a foreft appearance, by the fides of

thofe endlefs and tirelome walks,

that ftretched out of one into ano-

ther without iniermiflion. But this

was not till other innovators had
broke loofe too from rigid fym*
metry.

But the capital ftroke, the lead-

ing ftep to all that has followed,

was [I believe the firft thought was
Bridgman's] the dellruftion of

walls for boundaries, and the in-

vention of fofses—an attempt then

deemed fo aftoniftiing, that the

common people called them Ha !

Ha's ! to exprefs their furprize at

finding a fudden and unperceived

check to their walk.

One of the firft gardens planted

in this firaple though ftil; formal

Ityle, was my father's at Hough-
ton. It was laid out by Mr. Eyre,

an imitator of Bridgman. It con-
tains three and-twenty acres, then

reckoned a confiderable poriion.

I call a funk fence the leading

ftep, for thcfe reafons. No fooner

was this fimple enchantment made,

than levelling, mowing, and roll-

ing followed. The contiguous

ground of the park without the

funk fence was to be harmonized
with the lawn within ; and the

garden in its turn was to be let

free from its prim regularity, that

it might affort with the wilder

country without. The funk fence

afcertained the fpecific garden, but

that it might not draw too obvious

a line of diftinclion between the

neat and the rude, the contiguous

out-lying parts came to be includ-

ed in a kind of general defign

:

and when nature was taken into

the plan, under improvements,
every ftep that was made, pointed

out new beauties and infpired ne-^

ideas. At that moment appeared

Kent, painter enough to tafte the

charms of landfcape, bold and
opinionative enough to dare and to

di<5tate, and born with a genius to

ftrike out a great fyftem from the

twilight of imperfeft eflays. Ke
leaped the fence, and favv that all

nature was a garden. He felt the

delicious contraft of hill and valley

changing imperceptibly into each

ether, tafted tlie beauty of the

gentle fwell, or concave fcoop,

and remarked how loofe groves

crowned an eafy eminence with

happy ornament, and while they

called in the diftant view betweca
their graceful ftems, removed and
extended the perfpedive by delu-

five comparifon.

Thus the pencil of his imagina-
tion beftowed all the arts of land-

fcape on the fcenes he handled.

The great principles on which he

• The feat of the late Sir Jeremy Sambroke. It had formerly belor.gcc! to

Lndv More, mother-in-law of Sir Thomas Move, ami had been tyrannicaUy
wrtnched from her by Henry VIII. on the execution ct Sii Thomas, though
not her fon, and though her jointure from a forme, hufbind.

woi kcd
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worked were perfpedttve, and light

and Ihade. Groups of trees broke

too uniform or too extenfive a

lawn ; evergreens and woods were

oppofed to the glare of the cham-
pain, and where the view was lefs

fortunate, or fo much expofed as

to be beheld at once, he blotted

outfome parts by thick fhades, to

divide it into variety, or to make
the richelt fcene more enchanting

by referving it to a farther advance

of the fpeftator's flep. Thus, fe-

ledling favourite objedls, and veil-

ing deformities by fcreens of plan-

tation ; fometimes allowing the

rudeft walte to add its foil to the

richefl: theatre, he realized the

compofitions of the greatelr mailers

in painting. Where objcds were

wanting to animate his horizon,

his tafte as an architect could be-

llow immediate termination.

But of all the beauties he added

to the face of this beautiful coun-

try, none furpaffed his manage-

ment of water. Adieu to canals,

circular bafons, and cafcades tum-

bling down marble fteps, that lail

abfurd magnificence of Italian and

French villas. The forced eleva-

tion of cataracts was no more.

The gentle itream was taught to

ferpentize feemingly at its pleafure,

and where difcontinued by differ-

ent levels, its courfe appeared to

be concealed by thickets properly

interfperfed, and glittered again

at a d.ilance where it might be

fuppofed naturally to arrive. Its

borders were fmoothed, but pre-

ferved their waving irregularity.

A few trees fcattered here and

there on its edges fprinkled the

tame bank that accompanied its

mjeanders ; and when it difappear-

ed among the hills, Ihades de-

fcending from the heights leaned

towards its progrefs, and framed
the diflant point of light under

which it was loft, as it turned afide

to either hand of tke blue horizon.

Thus dealing in none but the

colours of nature, and catching its

moft favourable features, men favv

a new creation opening before their

eyes. The living landfcape was
chaftened or polifhed, not tranf-

formed. Freedom was given to

the forms of trees; they extended
their branches unreflridled, and
where any eminent oak^ or mafler

beech had efcaped maiming and
furvived the foreft, bulh and bram-
ble was removed, and all its ho-
nours were reflored to diilinguifh

and fliade the plain. Where the

united plumage of an ancient wood
extended wide its undulating ca-

nopy, and flood venerable in its

darknefs, Kent thinned the fore-

mofl ranks, and left but fo many
detached and fcattered trees, as

foftened the approach ofgloom and
blended a chequered light with the

thus lengthened fh adows of the re-

maining columns.

Succeeding artifts have added
new mafler-tlrokes to thefe touches;

perhaps improved or brought to

perfeftion fome that I have named.
The introdudlion of foreign trees

and plants, which we owe princi-

pally to Archibald Duke of Ar-
gyie, contributed elTentially to the

richnefs of colouring fo peculiar to

our modern landfcape. The mix-
ture of various greens, the contrafl

of forms between our forelt-trees

and the northern and Weft-Indian

firs and pines, are improvements
more recent than Kent, or but lit-

tle known to him. The weeping-

willow and every florid fhrub, each

tree of delicate or bold leaf, are

new tints in the compofition of our

pardens.
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gardens. The laft century was then as many larches, a th'rd knot

certainly acquainted with many of of cyprcfTes, and a revolution of ail

thofe rare plants we now admire, three ! Kent's lait defigns were in

The Weymouth-pine has long been a higher ftyle, as his ideas opened

naturalized here; the pacrlarch

plant ftillexills at Longleat. The
light and graceful acacia was

known as early ; witnefs thofe an-

cient ftems in the court of Bedford-

houfe in Bloomlbury-fquare: and

in the bifhop of London's garden

at Fulham are many exotics of

very ancient date. I doubt there-

fore whether the difficulty of pre-

ferving them in a clime fo foreign

to their nature did not convince

our anceftors of their inutility in

general, unlefs the fhapelinefs of

the lime and horfe-chefnut, which

accorded fo well with eilablifhed

resularity, and which thence and

from their novelty grew in faihion,

did rot occafion the neglcdl of the

more curious plants.

That Kent's ideas were but rare-

ly great, was in fome meafure

owing to the noveltv of his art. It

would have been difficult to have

tranfported the liyle of gardening

at once from '^ few acres to tum-

bling of foreils : and though new
fafhions often lead men to the moil

oppofite excefles, it could not

be the cafe in gardening, where

the experiments would have been

fo expenfjve. Yet it is true

too that the features in Kent's

landfcapes were feldom majellic.

His clumps were puny, he aimed

at immediate effeft, and planted

not for . ut .rity. One fees no large

wood (ketched out by his dir (Sion.

Nor are we yet entirely rifen above

a too great frtquency of fmall

clumps, efpecially in the elbows

of ferpentine rivers. How com-
mon to fee three or four beeches,

on fucccfs. The north terras at

Claremont was much fuperior to the

reft of the garden,

A return of fome particular

thoughts was common to him with

other painters, and made his hand

known. A fmall lake edged bv

a winding bank with fcattcred trees

that led to a feat at the head of the

pond, was common to Claremont,

Eflier, and others of his defigns.

At Elher,

Where Kent and nature vied for Pelham'«

lave,

the profpcds more than aided the

painter's genius.— They nvarked

out the points where his art was
neceffary or not; but thence left

his judgment in poffeffion of all itj

glory.

Having routed profcjfcd art, for

the modern gardener exerts his ta-

lents to conceal his art, Kent, like

other reformers, knew not how
to ftop at the juft limits. He had
followed nature, and imitated her

fo happily, that he began to think

all her works were equally proper

for imitation. In Keniington-gar-

den he planted dead trees, to give

a greater air of truth to the fcene

— but he was foon laughed out of

this excefs. His ruling principle

was, that nature abhors a/Irait line.

—His mimics, for every genias

has his apes, feemed to think that

fhe could love nothing but what
was crooked. Yet fo many men of

talte of all ranks devoted them-

felves to the new improvements,

that it is furprizing how much
beauty has been llruck out, with

how few abfurditiss. Still in fonie

lights
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lights the reformation feeras to

me to have been pu(bed too far.

Though an avenue croffing a park

or feparating a lawn, and inter-

cepting views from the feat to

which it leads, are capital faults,

yet a great avenue * cut through

woods, perhaps before entering a

park, has a noble air. In other

places the total banilhment of all

particular neatnefs immediately a-

bout a houfe, which is frequently

left o'azin'T by itfelf in the middle

of a park, is a defeft. Sheltered

and even clofe walks in fo very

uncertain a climate as ours, are

comforts ill exchanged for the few

pic'iurefque days that we enjoy :

and whenever a family can pur-

loin a warm and even fomething

of an old fafhioned garden from

the landfcape deligned for them by

the undertaker in faihion, without

interfering with the picture, they

will find latisfaftions on thofe days

that do not invite ftrangers to come
and fee their improvements.

Fountains have with great rea-

fon been banifhed from gardens as

unnatural ; but it furprizes me
that they have not been allotted to

their proper pofitions, to cities,

towns, and the courts of great

houfes, as proper accompaniments

to architecture, and as works of

grandeur in themfelves. Their

decorations admit the utmolt in-

vention, and when the waters are

thrown up to different ftages, and

tumble over their border, nothing

has a more impofing or a more re-

frefhing found. A palace demands
its external graces and attributes,

as much as a garden. Fountains

and cyprefles peculiarly become
buildings, and no man can have

been at Rome, and feen the vafl:

bafons of marble dafhed with per-

petual cafcades in the area of St,

Peter's, without retaining an idea

of tafte and fplendor. Thofe in

the piazza Navona are as u.^'ef^ul as

fublimely conceived.

Grottoes in this climate are re-

cefles only to be looked at tran-

fiently. When they are regularly

compofed within of fymmecry and
architecture, as in Italy, they are

only fplendid improprieties. The
moll judiciouHy, indeed moft for-

tunately placed grotto, is that at

Stourhead, where the river burfts

from the urn of its god, and pafTes

on its courfe through the cave.

But it is not my bufinefs to lay

down rules for gardens, but to give

the hiftory of them. A fyltem of

rules pufhed to a great degree of

refinement, and collected from the

belt examples and praiflice, has

been lately given in a book inti-

tuled Objer'vations on modern Gar-
dening.

The author divides his fubjefl

into gardens, parks, farms, and
ridings. I do not mean to find

fault with this divilion. Diredlions

are requifite to each kind, and
each has its department at many
of the great fcenes Irom whence

* of this kind one of the mofi: noble is that of Stanflead, the feat of the Earl

of Halifax, traverfinir an ancient wood for two miles and bouncled by the Tea.

The very extenfive lawns nt that feat, richly inclofcd bj' venerable beech wood?,

and chequered by fingle beeches of vaft fize, particularly when you l*and in the

portico of the temple and furvey the landicape that walles itfelf in rivers of bro-

ken fea, recall fuch exaft pidures of Claud Lorrain, that it is difficult X.Q con-

ceive that he did not paint them from this very Ipot.

he



MISCELLANEOUS ESSAYS. 177

Jie drew his obfervations. In the

hiftoric light, 1 dillinguilh them

ihto the garden that connefls it-

lelf with a park, into the orna-

mented farm, and into the foreft

or favage garden. Kent, as I have

ihown, invented or eltablilhed the

firft fort. Mr. Philip Southcote

founded the fecond or ferme ornce,

oF which is a very juft defcription

in the author 1 have been quoting.

The third I think he has not

enough diflinguifhed. I mean
that kind of alpine fcene, com-
pofed almoft wholly of pines and
firs, a few birch, and fuch trees

as affimilate with a favage and
jnountainous country. Mr. Charles

Hamilton, at Pain's-hill, in my
opinion has given a perfecl exam-
ple of this mode in the utmoft

boundary of his garden. All i3

great, and foreign, and rude; the

walks feem not defigned, but cut

through the wood of pines ; and
the fcyle of the whole is fo grand,

and condufled with fo ferious an

air of wild and uncultivated ex-

tent, that when you look dowri

oh this feeming fol-eil, you are

amazed to find it contain a very

£e\y acres. In general, except as

a fcreen to conceal fome deformi.

ty, or as a fhelter in winter, I am
3iot fond of total plantations of

ever-greens. Firs in particular

form a very ungraceful fummit, all

broken into angles.

Sir Henry Englefield was one of
the firll improvers on the new flyle,

and fclefted with fingular taftethat

chief beauty of all gardens, pro-

fpeft and fortunate points of view.

We tire of all the painter's art

when it wants thefe finifhing

touches. The fairefl fcenes, that

depend on thcmfclves alone, weary
when often feen. The Doric por-

VoL. XXIII.

tico, the Palladian bridge, the

Gothic ruin, the Chinefc pagoda,
that furprife the ftranger, foon
lofe their charms to their furfeited.

mailer. The lake that floats the

valley is dill mere lifelef;, and its

lord leldom enjoys his e;:pence but
when he fhews it to a vifiter. But
the ornament whofe merit foonefl

fades, is the hermitage or fcene

adapted to contemplation. It is

almoil coiTiic to fet allde a quarter

of one's garden to be melancholy
in.

The moft imminent danger that

threatens the prefent, as it has

ever done all tafte, is the purfuit

of variety. A modern French,

writer has in a very afFei^ed phrafe

given a juft account of this, I will

call it, diftemper. He fays. Pen-

nui du beau amere le gout du Jingu-

lier. The noble fimpliciey of the

A uguflan age was driven out by falfe

talie. The gigantic, the puerile, the

quaint, and at lall the barbarous

and the monkilh, had each their

fuccefTive admirers. Mufic has

been irr.proved, till it is a fciciice

of tricks and ileight of hand: the

fober greatnefs of Titian is loil,

and painting fince Carlo Maratti,

has little more relief than Indian
paper. Barromini twilled and curl-

ed architeifturc, as if it was fub-

jeft to change of fashions like

a head of hair. If v.e once lofe

light of the propriety of landfcape

in our gardens, we (hall wander
into all the fantallic Iharawadgis

of the Chinefe. We have difco-

vered the point of perfeiftion. We
have given the true model of gar-

dening to the world : let other

countries mimic or corrupt our

talle; but let it reign here on its

verdant throne, original by its ele-

gant fimplicity, ::nd proud of fo

N c>h«r
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Other art than that of foftening na-

ture's harllinefles aad copying her

graceful touch.

The ingenious author of the

O1)fervations 011 modern Garden-

ing is, i think, too rigid when he

condemns fome deceptions, be-

caufe they have been often ufed.

If thofe deceptions, as a feigned

ileeple of a diftant church, or an

unreal bridge to difguife the ter-

mination of water, were intended

only to furprife, they were indeed

tricks that would not bear repeti-

tion ; but being intended to im-

prove the landfcape, are no more

to be condemned becaufe common,
than they would be if employed

by a painter in the compofition of

a pifture. Ought one man's gar-

den to be deprived of a happy ob-

jeft, becaufe that objeft has been

employed by another ? The raor6

we exaft novelty, the fooner our

tal'te will be vitiated. Situations

are every where fo various, that

there never can be a famcnefs,

while the difpofition of the ground

is fludied and followed, and every

incident of view turned to advan-

tage.

In the mean time how rich, how
gay, how pifturefque the face of

ihe country ! The demolition of

walls laying open each improve-

jnent, every journey is made
through a fucceflion of piftures

;

and even where tafte is wanting in

the fpot improved, the general

view is embellifhed by a variety. If

no relapfe to barbarifm, formality,

and feclufion, is made, what land-

scapes v/ill dignify every quarter

of our ifland, when the daily plan-

tations that are making have at-

tained venerable maturity 1 A fpe-

cimen of what our gardens will be,

may be ieen at Peworth, where

the portion of the park neareft thtf

houfe has been allotted to the mo-
dern llyle. It is a garden of oaks

two hundred years old. If there

is a fault in fo auguft a fragment

of improved nature, it is, that the

fize of the trees are out of all pro-

portion to the flirubs and accompa-

niments.

It was fortunate for the country

and Mr. Kent, that he was Suc-

ceeded by a very able mailer ; and

did living artilxs come within my
plan, I Ihould be glad to dojuftice

to Mr. Brown ; but he may be a

gainer, by being referved for fome
abler pen.

In general it is probably true,

that the polTefTor, if he has any

tafte, mull be the bell defigner of

his own improvements. He fees

his Situation in all feafons of the

year, at all times of the day. He
knows where beauty will not clafh

with convenience, and obferves, in

his filent walks or accidental rides,

a thoufand hints that muft efcape

a perfon who in a few days Sketches

out a pretty pidlure, but has not

had leifure to examine the details

and relations of every part.

On Itnpro'vit'g the Memory. From

It Treat i/e on Education, hj Mr.
Knox.

THE great and obvious uti-

tility of the memory, has

ur<Ted the ingenious to devife arti-

ficial modes ofincreafing its power

of retention. The great orator of

Rome, whofe judgment and ex-

perience, as well as his genius,

give great weight to his opinions

on didaaic fubjeds, has fpoken

rather favourably of the memoria

tejjnica, or aiuhcial memory. But,

BOtwilh"
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notwithftanding the authority of

him, and of other truly ingenious

writers, the arc is rather to be con-

fidered as a curious than an ufeful

contrivance, and it is rcjefted by

Quintilian. Few have really avail-

ed themfelves of it; and many
who have attempted to acquire it,

have only added to the oblcurity of
their conceptions *.

That mode of improvement,
then, may be totally iaid afide,

and may be numbered among the

fanciful inventions, which ferves to

amufe the idle and the fpeculaiive,

without being reducible to gene-
ral and pradicai utility. The only

infallible method of augmenting its

powers, is frequent, regular, and
well-dire6ted exercife ; fuch exer-

cife, indeed, as it is commonly
led to ufe in the claffical fchools,

where a night fsldom pafles vvith-

out a taik appointed for the exercife

of the memory.
In order to improve the memo-

ry, it is neceflary to acquire a

confidence in it. Many render
it treacherous by fearing to trull

it ; and a praflice has arifen from
this fear, really injurious, though

apparently ufeful. It is the prac-

tice of commuting to writing every

thing which the Itudent remarks,

and defires to remember. No-
thing is more common, and no-
thing more efteftually fruftrates th«

purpofe it means to promote f. Ic

is better that many things fhould

be loll, than retained in the table-

book, without confiding in the

memory. Like a generous friend,

the memory will repay habitual

confidence with fidelity.

There are injudicious and illi-

terate perfons, who confider the

cultivation of the memory as the

firll object in education. They
think it is to be loaded with hifto-

rical minutiae, and with chrono-

logical dates. They entertain a

mean opinion; of the fcholar, who
cannot recite matters of fad:, how-
ever trivial, and fpecify the year

of an event, however doubtful or

infignificant. They expedl: to have

the chapter and verfe mentioned

on every citation, and are more
pleafed with that little accuracy,

than with a juft recollection of 3

beautiful pafTage, or a flrlkingfen-

timent. But to labour to remem-

* The few following rules have been given, and they may pofTibly be ufe-

ful. 1. Si longior oratio mandaiula fiierit memorise, prodeiit, tota prius fe-

mel lefla et intellefta, per partes edifcerc. 2. Juvabit, iifdem, qmbus Icrip-

feris, chartis edlfceie. 3. Tempvis matutinum longe commodius e(t ; tamen
perquam utile erit pridie i<efperi, prixiiquam dojTnitum conceda<;, ftrmel tt ite-

suni percurrere ea, qux" polbidie funt edilcenda. 4. Si quidpiam difficilius ad-
difcitur, illi loco non erit inutile aiiqiiod fignum vel notam apponere, cujus re-

cordatio excittt meinoriam. 5. Piailat non tumiiltuaiie led declaniando fta-

tim et cum geftu edifcere. 6. Maxima lamen fabricandx et fervandse !jbi me-
moris ars eft frequens exercitatio. See John Holmes, Rhet.

t Ilia, quae fcriptis repoliiimns, velut cuilodiie definimiis, et ipfa fccurltate

dimittiniiis. Thofe things nuhicb n.ve ha've mice committed to luriti/ig, avc ccafc,

ns If 'were, to guard, and ive iofe them by thinking them in no danger of being le/,

Q^iintilian.

M(yl<r^ h <pv>.ailfi TO MM FPA^FIN, ixx' £ic/*ai9ivtiv. J:> yn$ tftv tj. yjtf^it.-a ^n ev«

txTrjcsr*. The fureji method of ktfpi/fg tuhnt ^we ivijb to retrin, if, not to com',

mit it to wiiting, but to trujl it to the memory
^
for it isfcarcelypjjiblc tint 'written

memeranda Jhould notjhp from the min d.

N z ber
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ber unldeal dates, and unintcreil-

ing tranfadions, mull ever be an

irklbme ftudy to a lively genius ;

and he who ftiall train young per-

fons in this laborious track, will

e-'.-e them a difgult for literature.

It is to feed them with the hufks

of learning, which, as they are

both dry and hard, afFord neither

pleafure nor nourifliment. Let

the reading be pleafant and ftrik-

ing, and the memory will grafp

and retain all that is fufRcient for

the purpofes of valuable improve-

ment.
There is one circumfiance which

lias had an unfavourable influence

on afpiring at the excellence of a

retentive memory. An idea has

prevailed, that memory and ge-

tiius are feldom united. To be

pofleffed ofmemory in a great de-

gree, has led fome to conclude,

that genius was deficient ; and all

pretenfions to memory have been

readily facrihced for the credit of

pofleffing genius. Pope's famous

lines, in which he fays, that the

beams of a warm imagination dif-

folve the impreifions on the me-
mory, feem to have induced thofe

v/ho wifhed to be thought to pofiefs

a fine imagination, to negleft their

memory, in order to pofTefs one

/ymptom of a fine imagination.

But I believe the remark of the

jnconfillency of great genius and

great memory, is not univerfally

true. There are inftances, among
the living, as well as the dead,

which prove fomething againll its

univerfality. it is, however, often

true.

It cannot be denied, that nature

has made a difference in dil'penfing

the power of retaining ideas. If

we may believe fome accounts, ftie

has fometimes formed prodigies ia

this fpecies of excellence. Muret
relates, that he recited words to

the number of thirty-fix thoufand,

fome of them without meaning,

to a young man, who repeated

them all immediately, from th»

beginning to the end, and from

the end to the beginning, in the

fame order, without a moment's
hefitation, or a fingle miftake.

Miraculous, and even incredible,

as this may appear, Muret tells

us, there were innumerable wit-

uefTes to the truth of the fad, and

mentions many names of refpeft-

able perfons, who were prefenc

at the repetition. Many other in-

ftances might be feleded from au-

thors of allowed veracity ; but

they are fo different from that

which falls within the experience

of mankind in general, as fcarce-

ly to gain credit. If they are true,

they afFord encouraging motives

for the cultivation of a faculty,

which has fometimes been ad-

vanced to fo high a degree of per-

fection*.

In giving great attention to the

cultivation of the memory, there

is danger left it fhould be over-

laden with minute objeds ; a cir-

cumftance highly injurious, efpe-

cially in the courfe of education.

Quintilian, after nnentloning fome extraordinary inflances of memory, con-

cludes with this judicious remark : Dicebantur etinm efTe nunc qui fjcerent, fed

rhihi nunquam ut jpfe interelTem contigit ; habenda tamen fides eft vel in hccy

\it, qui crediderit, et f'ptret. It is/aid there arefome ivho cando fo7jonv\ but I

ne'ver ha've happened to meet ivith them i one ixould, hoixe'ver, belie've It, if it

•ii^ere only for this reafon, that he ivho beUe'ves that fuch thin^f ha've been, may
hope that they nicy be a^aiu.
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Let it therefore be confidered,

that a good memory*, according

to a fimilitude of Erafmus, refem-

bles a net fo made as to confine all

the great fifh, but to let the little

ones efcape.

Ofi ths literary Education of JVcmen.

From thefame.

THERE are many prejudices

entertained againd the cha-

rafter of a learned lady ; and per-

haps if all ladies were profound-

ly learned, ferae inconveniences

might arife from it ; but I malt
own it does not appear to me,
that a woman will be rendered

lefs accept ble in the world, or

worfe qualified to perform any
part of her duty in it, by having
employed the time from fix to

iixteen, in the cultivation of her

mind. Time enough will remain,
after a few hours every day fpent

in reading, for the improvement
of the perfon, and the acquifition

of the ufual acccmplilhments.
With refped to thefe accomplifh-

inents, I will not prefume to diredl

the method of purfuing them. I

will not fo far intruJe on a pro-

vince, which by no means belongs

to me. The ladies themfelves»
and their inftrudors, want no di-
redlions in matters of external or-
nament, the end of which is to
pleafe on intuition. However ar-
rogant the men have been in their
claims of fuperiority, they have
ufually allowed the ladies the pof-
fefiion of a delicate tarte in the
improvement and perception of all

kinds of beauty.

The literary education of women
ought indifpatably to be varied
according to their fortunes, and
their expcclations. Much refine-

ment, and a talte for books, will
injure her, whofe time, from pru-
dential motives, mufl be entirely
engrcfTed by csconomy. Few wo-
men are indeed exempted from aii

attention to domeltic care. But
yet the unmarried, and thofe who
enjoy opulence, find many inter-
vals which they often devote to
fome fpecies of reading. And
there is no doubt, but that the
reading would be feleded with
more judgment, and would afford
more j)leafure and advantage, if

* Some pcrfons feem to think, that a good memory confifts in retaining,
dates and minute pai ticulars ; hut I believe, that though a reader remembers
but iew dates, and few minute particulars, he may yet retain all the neceflary
general ideas and valuable concluf.ons. He wiii fee a wide and beautiful ar-
rangement of important ohjtfts ; while anotlier who ftoops to pick up and
I'lelerve every trifle, will have his eyes fixed on the ground. It is not enougK^
that the mind can re-produce >ull what it has received from reading, and no
more

; it nuili re-produce it digefted, altered, improved, and refined. Read-
ing, like lood, mult ilicy/ its efFtots in promoting ^row/A ; fince, accord i no-
te a ih-iking remark of EpiRetus, t:: rc:«oTtt, l-j ^ifrav ^i-o-.-ra, tJi; miy.ij*),

;TiJ't-(»»Ui, n020N "EOArliN" aXXiroV V0;u,r/"r.iiinE4'ANTA, "EPIA l^ai <^ifU 5 r.AAA.
Sheep do not Jbo-iv the jhepherd kovj much tbsy ha-je eaten, by producing the grafs
itfelf ; but after tkey 'k&-ve iirwarjlj di^rjied tkt fajiure, tkj produce outivar'diy
'Wsolafki .'fjiU:

N 3 ihis
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the tafte were formed by early

culture *.

I will then venture to recom-
mend, chat ladies of this defcrip-

tion (hould have a clafllcal edu-
cation. But let not the reader be
alarmed. I mean not to advile,

that they fhould be initiated, with-

out exceptign, in Greek and Latin ;

but that they IhouJd be well and
early acquainted with the French
and the Englilh claiScs.

As loon as they can read with

fluency, let them begin to learn

Lowth's Grammar, and to read

ac the fame time fome very eafy

and elegant author, with a view to

exemplify the rules. They fhould

Jearn a part in grammar every

morning, and then proceed to read

a lefTon ; juft in the manner ob-

ferved in clalficai lchoo!s in learn-

ing Latin. After a year fpent in

this method, if the fuccefs is ade-

quate to the time, they Aould ad-

vance to French, and ftudy that

language exadtly in the fame mo'ie.

In the French grammar, it will

not be necelfary to go through

thofe particulars which are coin-

inon to the grammars of all lan-

guages, and which have been

leained in lludying Englilh.

Several years lliould be fpent In

this elementary procef; ; and when
the fcholar is perfeftly acquainted

with orthography and grammar,
fhe may then proceed to the cul-

tivation of tafte. Milton, Addl-
fon, and Pope, muft be the Hand-
ing models in Englilh ; Boileau,

Fontenellef, and Vertot, in

French ; and 1 wifli thefe to be
attended to folely for a confider-

able time. Many inconveniences

arife from engaging young minds
in the perufal of too many books.

After thele authors have been read

over with attention, and with a

critical cbfervation of their beau-

ties, the fcholar may be permitted

to felect any of the approved wri-

ters of France and England, for

her own improvement. She will

be able to felect with fome judg-
ment, and will have laid a founda-

tion which will bear a good fuper-

llruclure. Her mind, if (he has

been fuccef ful iu this courfe, will

have imbibed an elegance which
will naturally diiFufe itfelf over her

converfatton, addrefs, and beha-
viour. It is well known, that

internal beauty contributes much
to perfeft external grace. I be-

lieve it will alfo be favourable to

virtue, and will operate greatly

in rcftraining from any condu(!:l

grofsly indelicate, and obvloufly

improper. Much of the profligacy

of female manners has proceeded

from a levity occafioned by a want
of a proper education. She who
has no tafle for well written books,

will often be at a lofs how to fpt-nd

her time I ; and the confequences

* " The girl is altogether kept from exercifes of good learning ami know-
ledge of good letters, or elfe fhe is I'o noufeled in amorous bookes, vaine

ftories, and fonde trifling fancies, &c." E. Hake's Touchllone for the time

prefent. See the paffage quoted in the ingenious Mr. T. Warton's Hiftory of

Englifli Poetry.

f Tliough Fontcnelle is accufed by the critics of deviating a little from the

claif.c 1 ftandard, hi. is yet a very pleafing writer.

X How happy is it to know now to live with onefelf, to find onefelf

again wiib plealure, to leave onefelf with regret! The world then is lefs ne-

ceflary to one. MaRCHJoness de L/^MEERT.
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of fuch a ftate are too frequent not

to be known, and too fatal not to

be avoided.

Whenever a young lady in eafy

circumltances appears to poflefs a

genius, and an inclination for

learned purfuits, I will venture to

fay, fhe ought, if her fituation and
connexions permit, to be early

inftruded in the elements of Latin

gnd Greek. Her mind is certainly

as capable of improvement, as

that of the other fcx. The in-

ftances which might be brought to

prove this, are all too well known
to admit of citation. And the

method to be purfued muil be ex-

adly the fame as that which is

ufed in the private tuition of boys,

when judicioufly condu(5led.

And here I cannot refrain from
adding, that though I difapprove,

for the moll part, of private tuition

for boys, yet 1 very ferioufly re-

commend it to girls, with little

exception. All fenlible people

agree in thinking, that large fe-

minaries of young ladies, though
managed with all the vigilance

and caution which human abilities

can exert, are in danger of great

corruption. Vanity and vice will

be introduced by fome among a

large number, and the contagion

foon fpreads with irrefiltihie vio-

lence. Who can be fo proper an
inftruftor and guardian, as a ten-

der and a fenfible mother ? Where
can virgin innocence and delicacy

be better proteded, than under 3
parent's roof, and in a father's

and a brother's borom ? Certainly

no where, provided that the pa-

rents are fenfible and virtuous, and
that the houfe is free from im-
proper or dangerous conneflions.

But where the parents are much
engaged in pleafure, or in bufi-

nefs ; where they are ignorant or

vicious ; where a family is expofed

to the vifits or conftant company
of libertine young perfons ; there

it is certainly expedient to place a

daughter under the care of fome
of thofe judicious matrons, who
prefide over the fchools in or near

the metropolis. But I believe it

often happens, that young ladies

are fent from their parent's eye,

to thefe feminaries, principally

with a view to form connexions.

I leave it to the heart of a feeling

father to determine, whether it is

not cruel * to endanger the morals

of his offspring for the fake of

intereft f.
Rtflenions

"? It mud be remembered, that only thofe parents can incur this cenfure,

who keep their daugliteis at fchool after a certain age.
f One of the Itrongeft arguments in favour of the literary education of

women, is, that it enables them to fuperintend the domeltic education of their

children in the earlier periods, cfpccially of daughters. We are told, in the

very elegant dialogue on the caulcs of the decline of eloquence, that it was the

glory of the anticnt Roman matrons, to devote tfiemfelves to cecononiy, and
the care of their children's education. Jamprimum filius ex carta parente

nnUis, non in cella empta riutricis educabatur, fed in gremio ac finu matris,

cnjus prxcipua laus crat, lueri domum et infervire liberis. ... Sic Corneliam
Gracchorum, fic Aureliam Julii Cjcfaris, fic Attiam AugulU matrem, prx-
fuirte educaiionibus liberonim accepimus. As foon as a fon icas born of a ckaflt

parent, be ivas not brouoht up in the cottage of fome hireling nurfe, but in the

lap and the bofom of his mother, ivkofe principal merit it ivas to lake care

0/ the houfe, ami to dc-Mte berfclf to the Jirwe of the children, , . . tkus are
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$.efulloni on the Dijirejfei ofthe Poor.

/^I'^H?'. fad which is here re-

JL lated, and the relledions to

which it gave rife, are too interell-

ing to require any excufe for their

being taken from one of the moft

chalte and inilruciive mifcellanies

of the age *'.

"liyERE there no mifery or diftrefs

^^ in the v/orld, there would be

few occafions for exercifing that be-

nevolence, which excites gratitude

and thankfulnefs on one hand, and
the tender emotions of fympathy
and humanity on the other. Con-
fcious as we are, that no one is

exempt from the painful vicifli-

tudes of life, and that the blefled

to-day may to-morrow experience

a bitter reverfe ; the child of woe
is always an object of commifera-
tion, and fhould excite in our
hearts that kind of compafiion,

and obtain that aid from us, which
we ftiould look for, were fuch

ahliiftions fuifered to overtake us.

Various are the occaiions to

excite the fym pathetic feelings of

the hum.an heart, for diflrefs ap-

pears in a thoufand fhapes ; but

perhaps there are none more de-

ferving of our atteniion, than ab-

jf.ft poverty, particularly at this

time, when the inclemency of the

feafon requires additional ex-

pences, and when families, who
have been fapported by induftry

and labour, are many of them
robbed of this fupport by the exi-

gences of war, and compelled to

depend upon the fcanty and pre-

carious afliftance of the par'fh.

Many who are permitted to coot

tinue with their families are

obliged to labour in all the fevere

changes of weather, and are con-

fequently more liable to violent

difeafes and aggravated want.

'J heir families are often numerous,
their habitations clofe and con-

fined, and, whf n a fever or any
infectious difeafe is once intro-

duced, it extends its malignity,

and augments defolation and mi-
fery : for the arm of the father.

five told, Cornelia, the mother of the Gracchi, thus Aurelia, of fiiUus Cafar^
ihu> Attia, rf Augufrus, frejided o^uer the education of their children. And with
jelpecl to its not being the cuftom to teach ladies Latin, we mav fay in the
words of the leafnpd Matron in Erafmus, Quid mihi citas vulgum, peffimum
rei gerendas au^iorem ? Qu'd ruihi conluttudmeni, pmnium nularum rerunrx

jT^a.giftram ? Upiii-nis aiTiicfcendiim : ita fiet fojitum, quod erat infolitiJm ; et
fuave fiet, quod erat infuave ; fiet decoium, quod vidtbatur indecorum. Why.
da you tell rne if the generality of fiofle, the -very ".vorji patter?: of co:idu8 ?
Whf do you talk to me of the cufton:, the teacher of all that is bad ? Let us

accuficm curfehes to that ivhicb ive knoiv is bejl. So, that ivill become ufual
ivhich nvas unufual ; and that ivi/l become agreeable nvhich ^ivas difagreeable^

{ir.d that fajhlonable -c-^hich appeared unfaftnonable.

He of whom antiouity bcafts itlelf as of the wifsfi; of mortals, was inftrufted

Jn many ele^.'^-nt and profound ful Jeffs' of learning bv a lady.

A<r7riJ-,ia fX-V) roi 'r\ o-o^n roij Sa'.-.pKTcr? SiJas-.-taK:; tnv p>;Tcpixj3v 'Ki'/o:v. Afpafcif
the learmd lady, --vjas 'the preceptrefs of Socrates in rhetoric. Athen^us.

Tl\itMV tt^l liiyMTfiV rra^ avrnc. fn:7t fJLx^i~v Tx. 5roXiTiK<i. Plato fa)S that.

Socratei learned politics of h<^r.
'

Harpocration.
S6e fome excellent rfmSrks on the fubi;6t of giving daughters a learned edu-

cation, i;i Eraf. Epilt. to Bndaeus, cited in Jortin's Eraf. vol. ii. p. 366.
', ' * Gentleman's Magazine.

up9a
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upon which a family of helplefs

children naturally depend for fup-

port, is thus equally pr ftrate

with the bab at the breaft. Sick-

nefs under every exterior comfort

excites our folicicude and concern ;

but what a pifture of human woe
is exhibited, when want, penury,

and pain, conftitute the pillow !

The benevolence of this nation

is great beyond comparifon ; and,

when real diftrefs is known, (ome

tender bofom overflows with com-
fort and fuccour; but the chief

examples of mifery are unknovvn

and unrelieved; many there are

too diffident to apply for aid, or

ignorant how to do it; fome of

thefe pine away in folitary want,

till death clofes their fufferings :

numbers, however, rather than

filently fufFer their hufbands, their

wives, and their children, utterly

to perifh, fupplicate our aid in

the public ftreets and private a-

venues ; but, unfortunately for

them, the prevalent opinion, that

there is fomevvhere abundant pro-

vifion for the poor, and that idle-

nefs, not necefiity, prompts their

petitions, induces many to refufe

that pittance, which would prove

ro lofs to themfelves, and in fome
inftances might fave a life.

In fome difeaies the attack is

violent, and the progrefs r^pid

;

and before the fettlcment of a

poor helplefs object can be afcer-

tained, death decides the con-

troverfy. »

I know that many unaeferving

objects intrude upon the bcnevo-

Jent, to the injury of real dilbefs

;

but, rather than thofe fh.ould

iuffcr all the pangs of mifery un-
pitied and unaided, fome enquiry
might be mat-e, and their cafe

{ifcertaintd ; were this tried, it

would frequently bring us ac-
quainted with fituations and cir-

cumflances of mifery which cannot
be defcribed : acquaintance with
fuch fcenes of human woe would
equally exqte thankfulnefs for

ourfelves, and compaflion for our
fellow-creatures, who are vifited

with fufferings and pangs from
which we have hitherto been pro-

videntially, if not undefervedly,

prefcrved.

Thefe fentiments were the re-

fult of a morning walk in the me-
tropolis, which introduced the

writer into fome fituations of real

life, the relation of which, he
trulls, will not be unacceptable

to thofe benevolent minds, who
thitik

To pity human woe
Is what the happy to the unhappy owp.

A Morning Walk in the Metropolis,

" About the oeginning of De- .

CPmber, on going out of my houfe-

door, I was accoHed by a tall thin

man, whofe countenance exhibited

fuch a piflure of diltrefs and po-

verty as fixed my attention, and
induced me to enquire into his

fituation. He informed me that

he was a day-labourer, ju L reco-

vering from ficknefb, and that fee-

ble as he then was, in order to

procure fullenance for a rici< family

at home, he was compelled to (eek

for work, and to exert himfelf

much beyond his Urength ; and he
added, that he lived in a courc

called Little Greenwich, in Al-

derfg;;te-ftreet. This poor objeit

leemed to feel dilhefs too deeply to

be an impo.or: and I could not

avoid bellowing fome means of

obviating his prcfent vvant, for

which he retired bowing, with

tears in his eyes ; but when he

got
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got out of fight, his image was

prefent with me : I was then forry

that my generofity had not been

equal to my fenfibility, and this

induced me to attempt finding out

his family. He had mentioned

that his name was Foy, and by the

information he gave me, I difco-

vered his miferable habitation :

with difficulty I found my way up

a dark pafTage and Itair-cafe to a

little chamber furnifhed with one

bedllead ; an old box was the only

article that apfwered the purpofe

of a chair, the furniture of the

bed con Tilted of a piece of old

ticken, and a v/orn-oi:t blanket,

which conftituted the only couch,

except the iloor, whereon this

afH;cled family could recline their

heads to relt : and what a fcene

did they prefent '. Near the centre

of the bed lay the mother with

half a ftiift, and covered as high as

the middle with the blanket. She
was incapable of telling her com-
plaints—The fpittle, for want of

fomc fluid to moillcn her mouth,

had dried upon her lips, which

were black, as were likewife the

gums, the concomitants of a pu-

trid fever, the diforder under which

fhe laboured. At another end of

the blanket was extended a girl

about five years old ; it had rolled

from under this covering, and was

totally naked, except its back, on
which a blifiei plailer was tied by

a piece of packthread crofled over

its breall ; and, though labouring

under this dreadful tever, the poor

creature was afleep. On one fide

of its mother lay a naked boy,

about two years old ; this little

innocent v/as likewife fleeping.

On the other fide of the mother,

on the floor, or rather on an old

box, lay a girl about twelve years

old J {he was in part covered with
her gown and petticoat, but ihe

had no fhift. The fever had not

bereaved her of her fenfes : ftie

was perpetually moaning out, *' I

fhall die of thirft, pray give me
fome water to drink." Near her

flood another girl, about four years

old, bare-foGccd : her whole co-
vering was a loofe piece of petti-

coat thrown over her fhoulders ;

and to this infant it was that her
filler v;a3 crying for water.

I now experienced how greatly

the fight of real mifery exceeds

the delcription of it. What a con-

trail did this fcene exhibit to the

plenty and elegance which reigned

within the extent of a few yards

only—for this miferable receptacle

was oppofite to the llately edifice

of an honourable alderman, and
flill nearer were many fpacious

houfes and fhops.

I haveobferved, that the daugh-
ter who was ftretched on the floor

was liill able to fpeak. She told

me that fomething was the matter

with her mother's fide, and alked

me t9 look at it. I turned up an

edge of the blanket, and found

that a very large mortification had

taken place, extending from the

middle of her body to the middle

of the thigh, and of a hand's

breadth ; the length was upwards

of half a yard, and to Hop its

progrefs nothing had been applied.

It was a painful fight to behold ;

and many not lefs painful exift in

this metropolis. I procured me-
dical alfirtance immediately, and

for a trifling gratuity got a neigh-

bour to nurfc the family. The
church-warden, to whom I made
application, heard their hiltory

with concern, and added his hu-

mane aid, to refcue from death a
poor
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and about thirty feet high, of a
fingle ftone ; and wc counted no
lefs than thirty of them ftill Hand-
ing. But however choice thefe

columns might be in any other

place, they were but foils to the
pillar which now appeared before

us. We had been buried amid
the ruins and the hills of fand,

which the winds have thrown up,
when, leaving the city by the gate

of Rofcto, we came unexpeftedly

upon the Pillar. It is impofiible

to tell which is mod worthy of ad-

miration, the height, the work-
manfhip, or the condition of this

pillar. By the beft accounts we
can obtain, it is an hundred and
ten feet high. The (haft, which is

of a fingle ftone of granite, is

ninety feet, and the pedeftal is

twenty feet more. It is of the
Corinthian order, which gives a

beautiful dignity to its fimplicity,

rarely to be met with in modern
architedlure. It has fuft'ered little

or no injury from time. The po-
lifh upon the (haft has wonderfully

withiiood the buffeting of the tem-
peft; and it promiles to hand down
a patriot name to the lace potlerity

of the ignorant native, who has no
other trace of the fame of Pompey

!

The pedeftal has been fomewhat
damaged by the inftruments of tra-

vellers, who are curious to poflefs a

relic of this antiquity ; and one of
the volutes of the column was im-
maturely brought down about four

years ago, by a prank of fome Eng-
lilh Captains, which is too ludi-

crous to pafs over.

Thefe jolly fons of Neptune had
been pulhing about the cann on
board one of the Ihips in the har-

bour, until a itrange freak entered

into one of their • brains. The
eccentricity

poor and almoft expiring family.

I have, however, the pleafure to

conclude this relation of their un-

fpeakable diftrefs, by communi-
cating their total deliverance from

it, which, I think, may be juflly

attributed to the timely affiftance

adminiltered.

London, Jan, 6, 1780.

J.C. Lettsom."

Defcrlption of Pompey'/ Pillar, in

the Neighbourhood of K\fX.2ir\Ax\2L,

in Egypt, and an Anecdote offame

Englilh Sea Oficers there. From
Irwin V Voyage up the Red Sea.

IN the afternoon a large party

of us fallied out to take a view

of Pompey's Pillar, the theme of

the prefentage, and the admiration

cf palt times ! Befides my compa-
nions and myfelf, we were joined

by the two Englifh commanders of

the fhips in the harbour, and Mon-
fieur Meillon, and fome young
gentlemen of the French fadory.

We mounted the firfl afles that

prefented themfelves for hire, and,

attended by our Janizary, took the

courfe we purfued yellerday. We
left the convent on our right, and
prefently came among broken

arches and long pavements, which
are the remains of an aquedu(^t.

Several towers reared up their dif-

mantled heads on each fide of us,

whofe appearance pronounces them
to have been polls of great im-
portance and Ilrength. A number

-of ftately pillars next engaged our
attention. They are placed in

two parallel lines, and feem to

have formerly fupported fome
magnificent portico. The pillars

$re of granite, or Thebaic marble.
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eccentricity of the thought occa-

iioned it immediately to be adopt-

ed ; and its apparent impolTibility

was but a fpur for putting it into

execution. The boat was ordered,

and, with proper implements for

the attenipt, thefe enterprizing

heroes pulhed a(hore, to drink a

bowl of punch on the top of Pom-
pey's Pillar [ At ths fpot they ar-

rived ; and many contrivances

were propofed to acccniplifh the

defired point. But their labour

was vain ; and they began to de-

fpajr of fuccefs, when the genius

who ilruck out the frolic happily

faggelted the means of performing

it. A man was difpatched to the

city for a paper kite. The inha-

bitants were by this time apprized

of what was going forward, and

flocked in crowds to be witnefles of

the addrefs and boldnels of the

Englifh. The Governor of Alex-

andria was told that thefe feamen

were about to pull down Pompey's

Pillar. But whether he gave them

credit for their refpedt to the R.oman

warrior, or to the I urkifh govern-

ment, he left them to themfelves,

and politely anfwered, that the

Englifn were too great patriots to

injure the remains of Pompey.

He knew little, however, of the

difpofition of the people.who were

engaged in this undertaking. Had
the Turkifh empire rofe in oppo-

fition, it would not, perhaps, at

that moment have deterred them.

The kire was brought, and flown

fo direftly over tr.e pillar, that

when it fell on the other fide, the

ifring loJged upon the capita!.

The chief obftacie was now over-

come. A two-incii rope was tied

to one end of the Urin.g, and

drawn over the pillar by the e^jd

tp which ihp ki;e ww afiiXtC. by

this rope one of the feamen afcend-

ed to the top, and in lefs than aa
hour a kind of fhroud was con-

ltru>l"ced, by which the whole com-
pany went up, and drank their

punch amid the (houts of the

alloniflied multitude. To the eye

below, the capital of the pillar

does not appear capable of holding

more than one man upon it; buc
our feamen found it could contain

no lefs than eight pcribns very

conveniently. It is aftonilhing

that no accident befel thefe mad-
caps, in a fituation fo elevated,

that would have turned a landnriaa

giddy in_ his fober fenfes. The
only detriment which the pillar

received, was the lofs of the volute

before mentioned : which came
down with a thundering found,

and was carried to England by one
of the captains, as a prefent to a
lady who commifTioned him for a
piece of the pillar. The difcovery

which they made, amply com-
penfated for thii mifchief; as

without their evidence, the world,

would not have known at this

hour, that there was originally a
ftatue on this pillar, one foot and-

ancle of which are Itill remaining.

The ilatue was, probably, of Pom-
pey hjmfelf ; and muft have been

of a gigantic fize, to have .appeared

cf a man's proportioa at lb great

an height.

There are circumllances 'in this

flory which might give it an air of*

fiction, were it not demonilrated

beyond all doubt. Befides the.

teitimonies of many eye witncfTes,

the a.c' venturers themfelves have iefc

us a token of the facl, by ihe ini-

tials of their names, which are v^>y

legible in black paint j-ui beneath

the cap.icish

t ]Lx{?nplavy
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Exemplary Inftance of Jujiice in the

prefent King o/' Pfuffia.

f

ONE John Michael Arnold, a

miller, had bought the leafe

of a mill, belonging to the elliate

of Count Schmettau of Ponimerzig,

Situated in the New Marche of

Brandenburgh, near the city of

Cuftrin, and known in that pro-

vince under the name of the Pom-
merziger Kreb's iVIill. This mill,

at the time when Mr. Arnold
bought the leafe of it, was plen-

tifully fupplied with water, by a

rivulet which empties itfelf into

the river Warta. During fix years,

Mr. Arnold had made various im-
provements in the faid mill, and,

by means of his labour and in-

duftry, had been enabled to pay
his re-.it regularly, and to acquire

a fuiFiCiency for the maintenance
of his family. At the end of tliat

period, about four years ago, the

proprietor of the faid mill refolved

to enlarge a fifh-pcnd contiguous

to his feat, and caufed a canal to

be cut from the faid rivulet, at a

Imail diilance above the mill, to

fupply his fifli-pond with water.

By ihefe means the current of the

ttream was lefiened, jand the quan-
tity of water fo much diminifhed,

that the mill could no longer do
the ufual work.

The miller had forefeen the

event, and from the beginning
had remonftrated againfl the cut-

ting of the canal. But his re-

jBonftrances, as well as his foli-

citations for cancelling the leafe,

•proving in vain, he was at Ia(t

forced to feek redrefs in a court of
judicature at Cuftrin, to whofe
cognizance the affair belonged :

but his lord being a man of for-

tune and confequence in that pro-

vince, foon found means to fruf-

trate his endeavours. He con-
tinued to enlarge his hfli-pond,

fo that the miller, initcad of find-

ing redrefs, found his water daily

decreafing to fuch a degree, that

at lalt he could only work during
two or three weeks in fpring, and
about as many in the iattcr part of
the year.

Under thefc circumftanccs, the

miller could no longer procure his

livelihood, and pay his rent, a.nd

confequently became indebted to

his lord for a ccnfiderable fum.
The latter, in order to obtain his

rent, entered a fuit againft him ia

the fame court of law at Culirin,

which had before refufed relief to'

the milier, and foon obtained a
fcntence againil the miller's eriec^s;

which fentence heinj^ approved of
and ratified in the Kigh Court of
Appeals at Berlin, was put into

execution. 1 he miller's leafe,

utenfils, goods, and chattels, were
feized, and fold, in order to pay
the arrears of rent, and the ex-

pences of a moft iniquitous law-

fuiti and thu5 poor Arnold and his

family were reduced to want and
wretchednefs.

A glaring injustice of that kind
could not p?.fs unnoticed by fome
friends to humanity, who well
knew the benevolent and equi-
table intentions ofth'-ir fovereio^n.

The/ advifed and afliiied the mil-
ler to lay his cafe before the king,

liis majelty, Ilruck with the fim-
plicity of the narrative, and the
injufcice that had apparently been
committed, refolved to inquire mi-
nutely into this aft'air, and if the
miller's afTcrtions were founded in

truth, to puniih, in an exem-
plary



19© ANNUAL REGISTER, 1780.

plary manner, the authors and
promoters of fuch an unjuil fen-

ten ce.

The king accordingly made in-

quiries, and the informations he

received corroborated the miller's

narrative. His majefty afterwards

ordered the Regiller of his High
Court of Appeals, as alfo all the

memorials and pleadings of the

laid law.fuit, to be laid before

him, which he revifed himfelf,

affifled by an eminent lawyer ; and

that nothing might be wanting,

his majefty fent a perfon of con-

fidence to Curtrin, with orders to

furvey the faid mill, the rivulet,

and the new canal, as alfo to in-

quire into the miller's charafter,

his former fituation in life, the

true caufe of his failure, and all

other circumftances attending this

affair. And after being fully con-

vinced, as well from the report of

the faid commiffioner, as alfo from

the papers laid before him, that

the fentence againft the faid miller

Arnold was an adl of the mod fin-

gular injuftice and oppreffion, his

majefty immediately didated and

figned his refolutions thereupon.

On the next day the king ordered

his high chancellor, baron Furft,

as alfo Meffrs. Chrift. Eman. Fri-

edell, Henry Lewis Graun, and

John Lewis Ranfleben, the three

counfellors learned in law, who,
together with the chancellor, had

figned and approved the faid fen-

tence, into his cabinet, and on their

arrival his majefty put the follow-

ing queftions to them

:

QuESTlOfJ I.

When a lord takes from a pea-

fant, who rent3 a pieco of ground

under him, his waggon, horfe,

plough, and oiher utenfils, by

which he earns his living, and iS

thereby prevented from paying his

rent, can a fentence of diilrefs be
in juftice pronounced upon that

peafant ?

They ail anfwered in the ne-
gative.

Question IL

Can a like fentence be pro-

nounced upon a miller for non-
payment of rent for a mill, after

the water, which ufed to turn his

mill, is wilfully taken from him by
the proprietor of the mill ?

They alfo anfwered in the ne-

gative.

** Then (faid the king) you
have yourfelves acknowledged the
injuftice you have committed.—

.

Here is the cafe :—A nobleman,
in order to enlarge his fifh-pond,

has caufed a canal to be cut, to

receive more water from a rivulet

which ufed to turn a mill. By
thefe means the miller loft his

water, and could not work his mill
above a fortnight in fpring, and
about as many days in autumn ;—
notwithftanding, it is expeded
that he fliall pay his rent as before,

when his mill was plentifully fup-
plied with water ; but as that was
out of his power, from the impoili-

bility of purfuing his trade, the

court of juftice at Cuftrin decreed,

that the miller's effefts. goods, and
chattels, Ihould be fold, to pay the

arrears of rent ; which fentence

being fent to the High Court of

Appeals here, is confirmed and
figned by you, and has fince been
executed,"

Here the king ordered the fen-

tence, with their refpeftive figna-

tures, to be laid before them, and
afterwards commanded his private

fecretary to read the refolutions

which
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V/hlch his majefty had diftated to

him, and figned before, and which

are as follow :

•' The fentence decreed againft

the miller Arnold, of the Pomert-

ziger Kreb's Mill, in the New
Marche of Erandenburgh, being

an acl of the mod fingular in-

juflice, and entirely oppofite to

the paternal intentions of his ma-
jefty, whofe defire it is that im-

partial juftice be fpeedily admi-

niftered to all his fubjedts, whether

rich or poor, without any regard

to their rank or perfons ; his ma-
jefty, in order to prevent fimilar

iniquities for the future, is re-

folved to punifti, in an exemplary

manner, the authors of that unjull

fentence, and to eftablifn an ex-

ample for the future condudl cf

judges and magiftrates in his do-

minions. For they all are to con-

fider, that the meaneft peafant,

nay, even the beggar, is a man as

well as the king, and confequently

equally entitled to impartial ju (lice;

efpecially as in the prefence of

jultice all are equal, whether it be

a prince who brings a complaint

againit a peafant, or a peafant

who prefers one againft a prince ;

in fimilar cafes juitice fhould acl

uniformly, without any retrofpeifl

to rank or perfon. This ought

to be an univerfal rule for the

condudl of judges ; and if the

courts of law in his majefty's domi-
nions fhould ever deviate from this

principle of equity, they may de-

pend upon being feverely puniflied.

For an unj uft magiftrate. or a court

.of law, guilty of wrong, and fub-

fervient to opprefllon, are more
dangerous than a band of robbers,

againit whom any man may be on
his guard ; but bad men entrulled

with authority, who under the

cloak of jufiice pradlife their ini-

quities, are not fo eafily guarded
againft ; they are the worlt of vil-

lains, and deferve double puciih-

ment.
" The king, at the fame time,

hereby fignifies to all his courts of
law, that he has appointed a nevr

high chancellor, and that his ma-
jefty will be very exadl for the

future in the examination of his.

and of their proceedings. Thejr

are, moreover, hereby Ilridly com-
manded,

'* I. To bring all law-fuits to

the fpeediefl conclufion.
" II. Carefully to avoid that the

facred name of jultice may never

be profaned by adls of oppreffioa

and injuftice ; and
*' III. To a£l with the moSt

abfolute impartiality towards every

one, whether prince or peafant,

without the leaft regard to fitua-

tions in life.

" And in cafe his majeRy (hould

£nQ their proceedings in any ways
contrary to the above orders, thejr

may depend upon a rigorous pu-
nilTiment ; the prefident, as well

as Lhe refpedlive judges and coun-^

fellors, wha Ihall be found guilty

of, or acceflary to, any fentence

diredly oppofite to the fundamen-
tal principles of juilice. Where-
of all the courts of law in all his

n.ajefly's dominions are to take

notice.

(Signed) Frederick."
Bir/iK, Dec. II, 1779.
After the reading of the above,

the king told the high chancellor

that he had no further occafion for

his fervices, and ordered them ail

to withdraw, and the three coun-

fellors, Friedel, Graun, and Ran-
fleben.
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fleben, to be taken into cunody.

JHe alfo' fent immediate orders to

Cuftrin, for the prefident, judges,

and counfellors, who had decreed

the unjull: fentence in the firll in-

ilance, to be arretted ; and after-

wards nominated a commiffion,

under the diredion of Baron de

Zedlitz, minifter of ftate, to pro-

ceed againft them all according to

law.

His msjefly, in confideration of

the faid injullice, has prefented

the miller Arnold with the Aim ojp

fifteen hundred rix-doUars. He
alfo ordered, that a fum, equal to

that produced by the fale of the
miller's effefts, be flopped and paid

to him from the falaries due to the
refpef\ive judges, &c. who had any
fhare in that unjuft fentence ; and
has, moreover, condemned the pro-
prietor of the mill to reimburfe to

the miller all the rent he had re-

ceived from the time when he iirH

opened the canal.

p o E T n y.
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^B/ortheNEVf Year. /iTr/z/fs /Jy William Whitehead, E/ff.

Poet Laureat.

ND dares infulting France pretend

^ ^ To grafp the Trident of the Main,

AndT hope" the aftonifh'd World (liould bend

.^
To the mock pa-geantry aJTunri'd in vain ?

What, though her fleets the billows load.

What, though her mimic thunders roar.

She bears the ehfigns of the God,

But not hii delegated power.
, ,

Even from the birth of Time, 'twas Heaven's decree^

The Queen of lllei fhould reign, fole emprefs of the ki'„

United Bourbon's giant pride
,

Strains every nerve, each effort tries,

"With all but Ju.ftice on its fide.

That Strength can give, or Perfidy devife.

Dread they not Him who rules the iky,

Whofe nod direfts the whirlwind's fpeed.

Who bears his red right arm on high

For vengeance on the pe'rjur'd head ?

Th' Almighty Poiver, by whofe augufl decree

The Queen of \i\ci alone is fovereign of the Tea?

Vain-glorious France! deluded Spain!

Whom ev'n experience warns in vain,

Is there a fea, that dafhing pcurs

Its big v.aves round your trembling ihores;

Is there a Promontory's brow

That does not Britain's vafl atchievements know ?

Aflt Bifcny's rolling flood,

Af: the proud Celtic fleep.

How ofc htr navies rode

Triumphant o'er the deep?

Adc Lagos' fummits that beheld your fate ;

Aflt Lalpes' jutting fronr, fair caufe of endlefs hate.

Vol. XXI.'I. O ^"^^'
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Yet, 'raidfl: the loudeft bh-.fts of Fame,
When moll the admiring nations gaze.

What to herfelf does Britain claim ?

—Not to herfelf Ihe gives the praife,

But low in dull her head (he bows.

And proftrate pays her grateful vows

To Him, the Almighty Pow'r, by whofe decree

She reigns, and Ilill fhall reign, fole emprefs of the fea.

Ode for his Majejlys Birth-Day. By the fame.

STILL o'er the deep does Britain reign.

Her monarch ftill the trident bears:

Vain-glorious France, deluded Spain,

Have found their boafted efforts vain ;

Vain as the fleeting (hades when orient light appears.

As the young eagle to the blaze of day

Undazzled, and undaunted turns his eyes ;

So unappall'd, where glory led the way,

'Midii fiorms of war, 'midft mingling feas and fkles.

The genuine offspring of the Brunfwick name
Prov'd his high birth's hereditary claim.

And the applauding nation hail'd for joy

Their future hero in the intrepid boy.

Prophetic as the flames that fpread

Round the young lulus' head.

Be that bleft omen of fuccefs ; the Mufe
Catches thence ecftatic views.

Sees new laurels nobly won.

As the circling year rolls on.

Sees that triumphs of its own
Each diflinguifh'd month fhall crown ;

And, ere this feftive day again

Returns to take the grateful (train.

Sees all that hoft of foes.

Both to her glory and repofe.

Bend their proud necks beneath Britannia's yoke,

And court that peace which their injufticc broke.

Still o'er the deep (hall Britain reign.

Her monarch (till the trident bear ;

The warring world is leagu'd in vain

To conquer thofe who know not fear.

Grafp'd be the fpear 'oy tv^ry hand.

Let ev'ry heart united glow ;

Collefted, like the Theban band,

Can Britain dread a fos ?
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No, o'er the deep (he iliil (hall reign.

Her monarch Hill the trident bear ;

The warring world is leagu'd in vain

To conquer thofe who know not fear.

From an Elegy on the Death of Capt, Cook, hy Mifs Seward.

YE, who 'ere while for Cook's iiluftrious brow
Pluck'd the green laurel, and the oaken bough.

Hung the gay garlands on the trophied oars,

And pour'd his fame along a thouland (hores.

Strike the flow death-bell ! weave the facred verfe.

And ftrew the cyprefs o'er his honour'd hearfe ;

In fad procelfion wander round the (hrine.

And weep him mortal, whom ye fung divine!

Say (irft, what Pow'r infpir'd his dauntlefi breaft

With fcorn oF danger, and inglorious reft.

To quit imperial London's gorgeous plains.

Where, rob'd in thoufand tints, bright Pleafure reigns;

In cups of fummer-ice her nectar pours.

And twines, 'mid wintry fnows, her rofeate bovv'rs ?

Where Beauty moves with undulating grace.

Calls the fweet blufh to wanton o'er her face.

On each fond Youth her fott artillery tries.

Aims her light ("mile, and rolls her frolic eyes ?

What Pow'r infpir'd his dauntlefs breaft to brave

The fcorch'd Equator, and th' Antarctic wave ?

Climes, where fierce funs with cloudlefs ardour (hine.

And pour the dazzling deluge round the Line ;

The realms of froll, where icy mountains rife,

'Mid the pale fummer of the polar (kies ?

It was Humanity!—on coafts unknown.
The (hiv'ring natives of the frozen zone.

And the fwart Indian, as he faintly itrays

*' Where Cancer reddens in the folar blaze,"

She bade him feek ;—on each inclement lliore

Plant the rich feeds of her exhauillefs ftore ;

Unite the favage hearts, and hoftile hands.

In the firm compaft of her gentle bands ;

Strew her foft comforts o'er the barren plain.

Sing her fweei lays, and confecrate her fane.

Ir WAS Hum ANiTY !—O Nymph divine !

I fee thy light ftep print the burning Line 1

There thy bright eye the dubious pilot guides.

The faint oar ftruggling with the Icalding tides.

—

On as thou lead'Il the bold, the glorious prow,

Mili, and more mild, the (loping fun bs^mt glow ;

O i Now
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Now weak and pale ihe lefTen'd liiftres play.

As round th' horizon roll? the timid day ;

Earb'd with the flectod fnow, the driving hail,

Rufli the fierce arrows of the polar gale

;

And thro' the dim, unvaried, ling'ring hours.

Wide o'er the waves incumbent horror lovv'rs.

And now antarctic Zealand's drear domain
Frowns, and o'erhangs th' inhofpitable main.

On it's chill beach this dove of human kind

For his long-wandering foot (hon reft fnall find.

Bear to the coad the * olive-branch in vain.

And quit on wearied wing the hoftile plain.—
With jealous Icw'r the frowning natives view

The {lately vefiel, and th' adveiu'rous crew ;

jNor fear the brave, nor emulate the good.

But fcov.-! with favage tbirftof human blood '

And yet there were, who in this iron clime

Soar'd o'er the herd on Virtue's wing fublime ;

Rever'd the ftranger-gueft, and fmiiing fcrove

To footbe his ftay with hofpitable love ;

Fann'd in full confidence the friendly flame,

Join'd plighted hands, and f name exchang'd for name.
To theie the hero leads I his living llore,

And pours new wonders on th' uncultur'd (hore ;

The iiiky fleece, fair fruit, and golden grain ;

And future herds and harvelb biefs the plain.

O'er the green foil his Kids exulting play.

And founds his clarion loud the Bird of day ;

The downy Goofe her ruffled bofom laves,

Trims her whits wing, and wantons in the waves

;

Stern moves the Bull along th' afFrighted fhores.

And countlefs nations tremble as he roars.

Now the v/arm folflice o'er the fliining bay.

Darts from the north its mild meridian ray ;

Again the Cliief invokes therifing gale.

And fprcads again in defart feas the fail

;

* TL-e clive-bra>tch.—" To carry a gr?? ;» branch in the hand on landing-,

IS a pacific lignal, univerfally undeilloud by- all the iilaniicrs in the Soutli

Seas."

-} And name exchanged.—The exchange of names is a pledge of amity

amono-thefe ifianders, and was frequently propofed by them to Captain Cook and

his people ^ f'o alio is the joining nolts.

J His li-viiig fiore. —C-\^x^\t\ Cook left various kinds of animals upon this

coaft, too-ether with cjarden -feeds, &c. The Zealanders had hitherto iubfilted

upon fifli, and Aich coarie vegetables as their climatv produced ; and this want

of better provLlon, it is fuppofed, indued ihein to the horrid pra6lice of eatmg

human fleffc,

O er
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O'er dangerous ftioah his fteady fteerage keeps.

O'er * walls of coral, ambulh'd in the deeps ;

Strong Labour's hands the crackling cordage twine.

And t fleeplefs Patience heaves the founding-line.

On the Love of our Country. Spoken in the Theatre as the Prize Psetn

at Oxford, 1772. By the Rev. Chriftopher Butfon.

YE fouls ilIuftriou5, who in da)'s of yore

With pecrlefs might the Bricifn target bore.

Who clad in wolf-fkin from the fcythed car,

JFrown'd on the iron brow of mailed war.

And dar'd your rudely-painted limbs oppofe
To Chalybean fteel and Roman foes !

And ye of later age, tiio' not leL fame
In Tilt and Tournament, the princely game
Oi Arthur^ barons, wont by hardieft fport

To claim the faireft guerdon of the court

;

Say, holy Shades, did e'er your generous blood

Roll thro' your faithful fons in nobler flood.

Than late, when George bade gird on every thigh

The myrtle-braided fword of liberty ?

Say, when the high-born Druids magic ftraia

Rous'd on old Mona's top a female train

To Madnefs, and witli more than mortal rage

Bade them, like furies, in the fight engage.

Frantic when each unbound her briiUing hair.

And Hiook a flaming torch, and ycll'd in wild defpair ;

Or when on Crcjfy^ field the fable might
Of Ea'n.vard dar'd four monarchs to the fight

;

Say, holy Shades, did patriotic heat

In your big hearts with quicker tranfports beat;

Than in your fons, when forth, like flormSj, they pour'd

In Freedom's caufe the fury of the fword ;

Who rul'd the main, or gallant armies led,

With Ha-wke, who conquer'd, or with Wolfe, who bled ?

Poor is his triumph, and difgrac'd his name.
Who draws the Iwoid for empire, wealth, or fame;

Wa'^s of coral.—The conl rocks are (Icfcrilud as riling perpendicnlarly

from the gfatelt ilcpths of the ocean, inromiirh that ths lounding-line could

pot reach their hottou j and yet they were but juit covered with water.—Thcic
locki are now fouiul to be f.ihiicated by lea-infoirts.

f An.i Jlctplefs Patif/icc.— ' We had now pallid feveral months with a man
conllantly in the chains heaving the lead."

O3 For
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For him tho' wealth be blown on every wind,

Tho' Fame announce him mightieft of mankind,
Tho' twice ten nations crouch beneath his blade.

Virtue difowns him, and his glories fade.

For him no prayers are pour'd, no pc-eans fung,

]\o bleffings chanted from a nation's tongue

;

Blood marks the path to his untimely bier:

The curfe of Orphans, and the Widows tear.

Cry to high Heaven for vengeance on his head.

Alive, dcfcrted, and accurft, when dead.

Indignant of his deeds the Mufe, who fings

Undaunted truth, and fcorns to flatter kings.

Shall ihcw the nionller in his hideous form.

And mark him as an earthquake or a ftorm.

Not fo the patriot Chief who dar'd vvithitand

The bafe invader of his native land,

"Who made her weal his noblelt, only end,

Rul'd but to ferve her, fought but to defend ;

Her voice in council and in war her fword,

I.ov'd as her father, as her God, ador'd ;

Who firmly virtuous and feverely brave,

tjunk with the freedom that he could not fave ;

On worth like his the Mufe delights to wait.

Reveres alike in triumph and defeat.

Crowns with true glory and with fpotlefs fame.

And honours PaolVs more than Frederick'^ name.
Here let the Mufe withdraw the blood-ilain'd veil.

And fhew the boldell friend of public zeal.

Lo ! Bydney pleading o'er the block— his mien.
His voice, his hand, unlhaken, clear, ferene ;

Yet no harangue proudly declaim'd aloud.

To gain the plaudit of a wayward crowd ;

No fpecious vaunt Death's terrors to defy,

Still Death deferring as afraid to dye;
But fternly filent down he bows, to prove
How firm his virtuous, tho' miftaken. Love.
Unconquer'd Patriot ! form'd by antient lore.

The love of antient Freedom to reftore;

"Wh;) nobly aded what he boldly thought.

And feal'd by Death the leiTon that he taught.
Dear is the tie that links the anxious Sire

To the fond Babe that prattles round his fire :

Dear is the love that prompts the generous youth.
His Sire's fond cares and drooping age to footh;
Dear is the brother, filler, hulband, wife.

Dear all the charities of focial life:

Mor wants iirm friendfliip holy wreaths to bind
In mutual fympathy the faithful mind :

Bat
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But not th' endearing fprings that fondly move
To filial duty or parental love,

Nor all the ties that kindred bofoms bind,

Nor all in Friendfhip's holy wreaths entwin'd,

Are half fo dear, fo potent to controul

The generous working of the patriot foul,

As IS that holy voice that cancels all

Thofe ties, that bids him for his country fall.

At this high fummons with undaunted zeal

He bares his breaft ; invites th' impending fteel

:

Smiles at the hand that deals the fatal blow.

Nor heaves one figh for all he leaves below.

Nor yet doth Glory, tho' her port be bold.

Her afpett radiant and her treffes gold.

Guide thro' the walks of Death alone her car.

Attendant only on the din of war ;

She ne'er diidains the gentle vale of peace.

Or olive (hades of philofophic eafe ;

"Where Heaven- taught minds to woo the mufe refortj

Create in colours or with founds tranfport;

More pleas'd on I/ts filent marge to roam.

Than bear in pomp the fpoils oi Minden home.
To read with Nekton's ken the ftarry (ky.

And God the fame in all his orbs defcry ;

To lead forth Merit from her humble Ihade

;

Extend to rifing arts c patron's aid;

Build the nice ftruclure of the generous law.

That holds the free-born mind in willing awe |

To fwell the fail of trade—the barren plain

To bid with fruitage blulh, and wave with grain
j

O'er pale Misfortune drop with anxious figh

Pity's mild balm, and wipe aiHidlion's eye ;

Thefe, thefe are deeds Britannia muft approve,
Muit nurfe their growth with all a parent's love;

Thefe are the deeds that public virtue owns.
And, juft to Public Virtue, Glory crowns.———

7ihe follo'wing little Poem tvas lurote in a blank leaf he/ore Thomfon'9
Seafons, as a complimeut to that ingenious Authory by bis great admirer
and name fake, the Rev. Mr. William Thom^ion , fame time Fellow cf
Queen's College, in Oxford.

HAIL, Nature's Poet ! whom (he taught alone
To fing her Works in numbers like her own ;

Sweet as the thrufti that warbles in the dale.
And foft a* Philomela's tender tale,

O 4 Shf
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She lent her pencil too, of wcnd'rous power.
To catch the rainbow, and to form the flower.

Of many mingling hues ; and, fmiling, faid,

(But firlt with' laurel crown'd her Favourite's head)
*' Thefe beauteous children, tho' fo fair they fhine,
*' Fade in fny Seasons, let them live in ibine."

And live they (hall the charm of every eye,

*Till Nature fickens, and the Seasons dis.

VhsfQllonuing beautiful Lines ^vjere nvrittcn hy a Lady en ohferving fop^
njjhite Hairs or her Lover''s Hsad,

' ^
^ H OU, to vvhofe poiver reluctantly we bend,

I Foe to life's faiy drearrs, releatlefs Time,
Alike the dread of lover, and of friend.

Why ftamp thy Teal on manhood's rofy prime ?

Already twining 'midft my Thyrfis' hair.

The fiiov^'y wreaths of age, the monumeats of care.

Thro' all her forms, tho' Nature own thy fway.

That boafied Avay ihou'it here exert in vain ;

To the Ia!l beam of life's declining day,

'i hyrfi , niali view, unmov'd, thy potent reign.

Secure to pleafe, vvhilft goodnefs knows- to charm,
Fancy and talle delight, or fenfe and truth inform.

Tyrant, when from that lip of crimfon glow.

Swept by thy chilling wing, the rofe ihall fly ;

When thy rude fcythe indents his polifli'd brow.

And quench'd is all the luflre of his eye;

"When ruthlefs age difperfes ev'ry g^ace,

Each fmile that beam^ from that ingenuous face-~

Then, »hro' her ftores, fhall aflive Mem'ry rove.

Teaching each various charm to bloom anew.

And Itillthe raptur'd eye of faithful love

Shall bend on I'hyrfis its delighted view ;

Still (hall he triumph, with refiUlefs power.

Still rule the ccnquer'd heart to life's re.naoteft hour.

/ERSES ly Lady Craven, on dreaming Jhe faiu her Heart at her

Feet.

TT7HEN Nature, tir'd with thought, was funk to reft,W And all my fenfes were by fleep pofTefl;

, Sweet fleep, that (oft and balmy comfort brings

Alike CO beg gais aiiddefpotic kings:
I drean^t
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I dreamt of peace I never felt before,

1 dreamt my heart was lying on the floor.

1 view'd it, ftr?nge to tell 1 with joyful eyes,

And, ftranger ftill, withouc the leall furprife!

Elated with the light, 1 fmiiinc' fat,

Exuhirg o'er the victim ac my feet;

!But foon with words of iingui'h thus addreft

This painful fweet diilurrt;- of my breafc:

—

* Say, bufy, lively, trembling, hoping thing.

What new difaller h?.n thou now to bring.

To torture with thy fears my tender fiame.

Who muft for all her ills thee only blame ?

Speak now, and tell me why, ungrateful guel!.

For ten years pad hail thou deny'd me reft ?

That in ray bofom thou waft nurs'd, 'tis true.

And with my life and with my llature grew.

At firft fo fmall were all thy wants, that I

Vainly imagin'd 1 could ne'er deny
Whate'er thy fancy aflcM.— Alas ! but now
I find thy uants my ev'ry fenfe outgrow ;

And ever having, ever wanting more,

A power to pleafe, to give, or to adore.

Say, whv, like ether Itearts, thou dolt not bear

With callous apathy each wordly care ?

Why dolt thou ff rink at Envy's horrid cries ?

In thee Compaflion Ha red's place fupplies.

Why not with malice tr at malicious men ?

Why ever pity, where thou ihould'll condemn I

Why, at the hearing of a dilmal tale.

Dolt thou with foirow turn my beauty pale?

Why, when diltrefs in any fhape appears.

Doit thou diflblve mv very foul in tears ?

Why in thy fecret folds is Friendfhip bred?
In other hearts \t- very name is dead.

Why, if ketn Wit and learned Senfe draw nigh.
Dolt thou with emulation beat fo high ?

And while approving, wilh to be approv'd.

And when you love, wifu more to be belov'd?
Why not, in cold indift'crence ever clad.

Alike unmov'd, regard the good and bad ?

Why doll thou walie my youthful bloom with care.

And facrifice myfeif, that I may (hare

Diltrefs in others? Why wilt thou adorn
Thiir days with rofes, and leave me a thorn ?'

But here 1 faw it heave a heavy figh.

And thus in fwceteR founds it did reply :

' Ah! ceafe, Eliza! ceafc thy fpeech unjuft ;

Thy Hfiart has e'er fulfili'd its facred trult

;

And
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And ever will its tender manfion ferve.

Nor can it from thee this reproach deferve :

Againft my didates murm'ring have I found.

Which thus has laid me bleeding on the ground.
Compare thyfelf in this fame hour deprivM
Of this fofc Heart, from whence are all deriv'd

The fame bewitching graces which adorn

And make thy face appear like beauteous morn :

"With me iis brilliant ornaments are fled.

And all thy features, like thy foul, are dead.

'Tis I that make thee other's pleafures fnare.

And in a fifter's joy forget thy care.

*Tis by my diftates thou art taught to find

A godlike pleafure in a godlike mind ;

That makes thee oft relieve a ftranger's woes.

And often fix thofe friends that would be foes.

'Tis I that tremblingly have taught thine ear

To cherifh Mufic ; and 'tis I appear

In all its fofteft drefs, when to the hearts

Of all beholders my dear voice imparts

Harmonic ftrains: 'tis not becaufe 'tis fine.

For every note that's felt is furely mine.

In fmootheft numbers all that 1 indite.

For 'tis I taught thy fearful hand to write :

My genius has with watchfi]! care fupply'd

What Kducation to thy fex deny'd
;

Made Sentiment and Nature all combine
To melt the Reader in each flowing line.

Till they in words this feeling truth impart.

She needs no more, who will confult the Heart;
And own in reading what is writ by thee.

No lludy ever could improve like me.
And when thy bloom is gone, thy beauty flown.

And laughing youth to wrinkled age is grown.

Thy aftions, writings, friendlhip, which I gave.

Still fhall remain an age beyond the grave.

Then do not thus difplac'"d let me remain.

But take me to thy tender breaft again.'

' Yes, foft perfuader (I return'd) I will;

And if I am deceiv'd, deceive me ftill !*

Seduc'd [ was in hafte ; then rtooping low.

Soon re-inflated my fweet, plealing foe ;

And waking, found it had not lefs nor more
Than all the joys, the pangs it had before !

io C

—

PRO-
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PROLOGUE to the CHAPTER of ACCIDENTS.

Written by George Colman, Efq.

LONG has the paffive ftage, howe'er abfurd.

Been rul'd by names, and govern'd by a luordi

tjome poor cant term, like magic fpells, can awe.
And bind our realms like a dramatic law.

When Fielding, Humour's fav'rite child, appear'd,

Loiu was the word— a word each author fear'd !

'Till chac'd at length, by pleafantry's bright ray.

Nature and mirth refum'd their legal fway ;

And Goldfmith's genius balk'd in open day.

No beggar, howe'er poor, a cur can lack ;

Poor bards, of critic curs, can keep 2. pack.

One yelper filenc'd, twenty barkers rife.

And with new howuls, thsir /narlings ftill difguife.

L01V banifh'd, the vvordy^«//«f»/Tucceeds ;

And at that fhrine the modern playwright bleeds.

Hard fate ! but let each would-be critic know,
Thmfentimetils from g&nainefeeling flow I

Critics ! in vain declaim, and write, and rail ;

Nature, eternal nature ! will prevail.

Give me the bard, who makes me laugh and cry;

Diverts and moves, and all, I fcarce know why !

Untaught by commentators, French or Dutch,
Paflion ilill anfwers to th' eledric touch.

Reafon, like FalltafF, claims, when all is done.
The honours of the field already won.

Tonight, our author's is a mixt intent—
Paffion and humour

—

loiu and Jentiment :

Smiling in tears—a ferio-comic play

bunfhine and fhow'r—a kind of x4pril Day !

A lord, whofe pride is in his honour plac'd ;

A governor, with av'rice not difgrac'd;

An humble prieil ! a lady, and a lover

So full of virtue, fame ef it runs o'ver.

No temporary touches, no allufions

To camps, reviews, and all our late confufions

:

No perfonal refledions, no (harp fatire.

But a mere Chapter—from the book of nature.
Wrote by a woman too ! the Mufes now
Few liberties to naughty men allow ;

But like old maids on earth, relolv'd to vex.
With cruel coynefs treat the other fex.

PRO-
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PROLOGUE to the GENEROUS IMPOSTOR.

[As he enters the Siage looklrg upon a Paper, and addrejfmg himfelf it

the Author behind, from <\^jhom he is Ju^pojed to ha've recei'ved it,\

THIS, Sir, the Prologue? Why tliis piteous whine.

Forebodes a catcall in each croaking line.

*' The Author's firft offence!"—*• implore!"—*' bcfeech !'*

Zounds ! 'tis as difmal as a dying fpeech—
Will prove, itl'elf, the piece's fure damnation.

And give, like hawkers, by anticipation,

*' Life, birth, and parentage, and education."

Do you difcover in this caft of feature

The rtriking traits to fuit the doleful metre?

Give it to Par/ons—his fad—tragice face

Such plaintive fenliments will aptly grace.

The rueful meaning Moody may fupply

E'en from the fruitful river of his eye ;

Or with mute pathos, walk about and figh.

[To the yludience]

Prologues are aher'd. fmce that Gothic day

"When only hungry playwrights, wrote—for pay.

Then while the Bard—poor miferable finner !

Trembled behind—uncertain of his dinner

—

Forth cnme in black—with folemn ftep—and flow.

The ailor to unfold the tale of woe.

But in thefe day?, when e'en the titled dams
Glows with the palTion of dramatic fame.

When as the fafliion gains, it may indite

The card of compliments for a third night,

W^ith fljle laconic, in the mesfured llrain,

*' Lady C}iarade fees friends at Drury-lane"—
Jn thofe bright days—this literary age, I

When 'tis the tafle—the very thing—the rage >

To pen fome lively morceau for the flage. J
When belies write comedies, and beaux have wit.

The Prologue too the fprightly ton mufl: hit

;

Flippant and fmait in carelefs eafy rhymes,
Reiledft the gayeil colours of the times,

Camelion like, on fa{hion's air mud live.

And, like that too, each varying tint muft give.

[Returr.i"g to the Piper, and fuppo/ed again to addrefs th^ Author.
'\

This will ne'er do (patijlng)—Can't you coninve to Iwell

To thirty lines, fpme airy bagatelle f

Or take your fubjed from fome modiOi fcenes-r—

* Elections"—" Camps''—*' Elcftrical machinee i"'

That
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That thought's not bad—Why then fuppofe I try,

Jn metaphor—the Houfe t'eledrit'y.

Wind the conducing ftrains that may difpenfe

The mild effluvia's genial influence.

Or fill the charge, the powerful charge that draws.

From yon dread Gods ! the thunder of applaufe ;

Or if fuch potent virtue can't controul

The angry critic's non-ele£lric foul.

The ladies court The lightning of vvhofe eyes.

The apt allufion readily fupplics.

—

From thole bright orbs th' ethereal beam that plays.

Will blalt the critic thorn, but fpare the bays.

Something like this may do fome neat terfe thing.

With a few fmirks—and fmiles—and bows from King.
\To the AudienceP^

Mean time the want of form tor once forgive,

/.nd for this night allow the piece to live.

EPILOGUE to lady Craven'^ Coinedy of the M I N I A-
TUJRE PICTURE.

Spoken by the Hon. Mrs. Hobart, nt Newbury, and hy Mrs. Abing-
TON, ai Drury-lane. Written by Mr. Jekyll.

THE men, like tyrants of the Turkifh kind.
Have long our fex's energy confin'd ;

In full drefs blaci-', and bow, and folcmn flalk.

Have long monopoliz'd the Prologue's walk.
But iHll the flippant Epilogue was our's

;

It afk'd for gay fupport

—

the female pow'rs ;

Ic afk'd a flirting air, coquet and free ;

And fo to murder it, they fix'd on 7ne.

Much they miftake my talents—I was born
To tell, in fobs and fighs, fbme tale forlorn ;

To wet my handkerchief with Juliet's woes.
Or tune to Shore's defpair my tragic nofe.

Yes, gentlemen, in education's fpite.

You ftill (hall find that we can read and write;
Like you, can fwell a debt or a debate.

Can quit the card-table to (leer the flate ;

Or bid our Bell- AJfemblee\ rhet'ric flow.

To drown your dull declaimers at Soho-
Methinks e'en now I bear my fex' tongues.
The fhrill, fmart melody of female lungs'.

The liorm of queilion, the divifion calm,
With •' Hear her! Hear hci ! Mrs. fpeaker ! Ma'am,

*' Oh,
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«* Oh, order! Order!** Kates and Sufans rife.

And Margaret moves, and Tabitha replies.

Look to the camp—Coxheath and Warley Common,
Supply'd at lead for ev'ry tent a woman.
The cartridge-paper wrapt the billet-doux.

The rear and picquet form'd the rendezvous.

The drum's ftern rattle fhook the nuptial bed ;

The knapfack pillow'd lady Sturgeon's head.

Love was the watch-word, 'till the morning fife

Rous'd the tame major and his warlike wife.

Look to the llage. To night's example draws

A female dramatift to grace the caufe.

So fade the triumphs of prefumptuous man !

And would you, ladies, but complete my plan.

Here fhould ye fign fome Patriot Petition

To mend our conftitutional condition.

The men invade our rights—the mimic elves

Lifp and nickname God's creatures, like ourfelves

;

Rouge more than we do, fimper, flounce, and fret

;

And they coquet, good gods I how they coquet

!

They too are coy ; and, monftrous to relate !

Their's is the coynefs in a tete-a-tete.

Yes, ladies, yes, I could a tale unfold.

Would harrow up your cufhions I were it told ;

Part your combined curls, and freeze pomatum.
At griefs and grievances, as I could Hate 'em.

But fuch eternal blazon mull not fpeak

—

Befides, the Houfe adjourns fome day next week—
This fair committee (hall detail the reft.

Then let the monfters (if they dare) proteft !

'Extract from the Ode to John Howard, Efq. Author of the State of
Englijh and Foreign Prifons i by W. Haley.

HAIL! generous Howard ! tho' thou bear

A name which Glory's hand fublime
Has blazon'd oft, with guardian care.

In characters that fear not Time ;

For thee (he fondly fpreads her wings j

For thee from Paradife (he brings.

More verdant than her laurel bough.
Such wreaths of facred Palm, as ne'er till now
The fmiling Seraph twin'd around a mortal brow.

I fee
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I fee the hallow'd Ihade of Hales *,

Who felt, lik^lhee, for human woe.

And taught the heahh-diftufing gales

Thro' Horror's murky cells to blow.

As thy protecting angel wait

;

To fave thee from the fnares of Fate,

Comraiffion'd from the Eternal Throne :

I hear him praife, in wonder's warmeft tone.

The virtues of thy heart, more active than bis own.

Thy foul fupplies new funds of health

That fail not in the trying hour.

Above Arabia's fpicy wealtk

And Pharmacy's reviving power.

The tranfports of the generous mind.
Feeling its bounty to mankind,
Infpirit every mortal part

;

And, far more potent than precarious art.

Give radiance to the eye, and vigor to the heart.

Nature ! on thy maternal bread

For ever be his worth engrav'd '.

Thy bofom only can atteft

How many a life his toil has fav'd

:

Nor in thy refcued Sons alone.

Great Parent ! this thy guardian own !

His arm defends a dearer flave

;

Woman, thy darling ! 'cis his pride to fave f
From evils, that furpafs the horrors of the grave.

" Stephen Hales, minifter of Teddington : he died at the age of 84, 1761 j

and has been juftly called " An ornament to his profeffion, as a cleigyman,
** and to his country, as a philofopher." I had the happinefs of knowing this

excellent man, when I was very young; and well remember the warm glow
of benevolence which nfed to animate his countenance, in relating the fuccefs

of his various projects for the benefit of mankind. I have frequently heard

him dwell with great pleafure on the fortunate incident which led him to the

difcoveiy of his Ventilator, to which I have alluded.—He had ordered a new
floor tor one of his rooms ; his carpenter not having prepared the work fo fooii

as he expsiited, he thought the iealon impropei for laying down new boards,

when they were brought to his houfe, and gave orders for their being depofited

in his barn;—from their accidental poiition in that place, he caught his liilt

idea of tliis ul'efol invention.

.f Mr. Howard has been the happy inftrument of preferving female pri-

foners from an infamous and indecent outrage.—It was formerly a cuftom in our
gaols to load their legs and thighs with irons, for the deteftable purpole of ex-

torting money from thefe injured fuffcrers.—Ti.is circumllance, unknown 10

me when the Ode was written, has tempted me to introduce the few additional

ftanzas, as it is my ardent wiGi to render this tribute to an exalted chaiaft-.-: as

little unworthy as I can of the very extenfive and (ublime merit which it ai'pir;:$

to celebrate,

Vc
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Ye fprightly nymphs, by Fortune nurfl.

Who fport in Joy's unclouded air.

Nor fee the di.:ant ilorms, that burit

In ruin on the humble Fair;

Ye know not to what bitter fmart

A kindred form, a kindreu heart.

Is often docm'd, in life's low vale.

Where frantic fears the fixr.ple mind afiail.

And fierce afEidions prefs, and friends and fortune ^ailo

His Care, exulting Britain found

Here firll difplay'd, not here confin'd!

No fingle tracl of earth could bound
The aftive virtues of his mind.

To all the lands, where'er the tear.

That mourn'd the Prifoner's wrongs fevere.

Sad Pity'i gJlt'ning cheek impearl'd.

Eager he Itcer'd, -.vith every fail unfurl'd,

A friend to every clime ! a Patriot cf the World I

Ye nations thro' whofe fair domain
Our flying fons of joy have pafl.

By Pleafure driven wi'h loofen'd rein,

Ailonifn'd that they flew fo fall

!

How did the heart- improving ftght

Awake your wond-=r and delight^

When, in her unexampled chace^

Philanthropy outdript keen Pleafure's pace,

When with a wa'-.ner fcjl llie ran a nobler race?

Sw-et is the joy when Science flings

Her light on philofoj-hic thought

;

When Genius, with keen ardor, fprings

To clafp the lovely truth he fought:

Sweet is the joy, when Rapture's fire

Flows from the fpirit of the lyre;

When Liberty and Virtue roll

Spring-tides of fancy o'er the poet's foul,

1 hat waft his flying bark thro' feas above the pole.

Sweet the delight, when the gall'd heart

Feels Confolation's lenient hand

Bind up the wound from Fortune's dart

With Friendfhip's iife-fupporting band!

And fweeter ftill, and far above

Thefe fainter joys, when purei't Love

The foul his v/illing captive keeps

!

When he in blifs the melting fpirit ftefips.

Who drops delicious tears, aad wonders that he weep !

But
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But not the brighceft joy, which Arts,

In floods of mental light, bellow;

Nor what firm Friendlhip's zeal imparts.

Bled antidote of bittereft woe !

Nor ihofe that Love's fweet hours difpenfe.

Can equal the ecltacic fenfe.

When, fvvelling to a fond excefs.

The grateful praifes of reliev'd diftrefs.

Re-echoed thro' the heart, the foul of Bounty blefs.

PROLOGUE to the MINIATURE PICTURE.

Written by Richard Brinsiey Sheridan, E/q; Spoken Ij

Mr. King.

c HILL'D by rough gales, while yet reludant Ma/
_ With-holds the beauties of the vernal day

;

As fome fond maid, whom matron frowns reprove,

Sufpends the fmile her heart devotes to love ;

The feafon's pleafures too delay their hour.

And Winter revels with protracted pow'r :

Then blame not. Critics, if, thus late, we bring

A Winter's drama—but reproach—the Spring.

What prudent cit dares yet the feafon trult.

Bade in his whifky, and enjoy the dull ?

Hor.>'d in Cheapfide, fcarce yet the gayer fpark

Atchieves the Sunday triumph of the Park;
Scarce yet you fee him, dreading to be late.

Scour the New-road, and dalh through Grofvenor-gatC,

Anxious—and fearful too—his fteed to fhew.

The hack'd Bucephalus of Rotten-row !

Carelefs he feems, yet, vigilantly fly,

Woos the Hray glance of Ladies pafling by.

While his off heel, infidioufly afide.

Provokes the caper v;hich he feems to chide:

Scarce r-ual Kenfington due honour gains.

The vulgar verdure of her walk remaini.

Where white-rob'd Mifles amble two by two,

Nodding to booted beaux

—

' How do, how do.'*

With generous quellions that no anfwer wait,
* How vallly full ! a'n't you come vaftly late ?

* Isn't it quite charming? When do you leave town ?

* A'n't you quite tir'd ? Pray, can we fet you down r'

Thefe fupetb pleafures of a London May
Imper fec'i yet, we hail the cold delay ;

But if this plea's denied, in our excufe

Another rtill remains you can't refufe ;

It is a Lady writes—a:vi hark—a noble Mufc
Vol. XXIII. P Bu
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But fee a Critic ftarting from his bench

—

* A noble Author?' Yes, Sir; but the Play's not French :

Yet if it were, no blame on us could fall

;

For we, you knew, muft follow Fafhion's call;

And true it is things lately were en train
To woo the Gallic Mufe at Drury-lane;

Not to import a troop of foreign elves.

But treat you with French aftors—in ourfelves :

A friend we had, who vow'd he'd make us fpeak

Pure flippant French,—by contraft— in a week;
Told us 'twas time to iludy what was good,

Polifli, and leave off being underfiood.

That crouded audiences we thus might bring

To Monfieur Farfons and Chevalier King:
Or ftiould the vulgars grumble now and then.

The prompter might tranflate—for country gentlemen.

Strait all fubfcrib'd—Kings, Gods, Mutes, iiinger, Ador,-
A Flanders figure-dancer our contra^lor.

But here, I grieve to own, tho't it be to you.

He afted—e'en as moft contraftors do

;

Sold what he never dealt in, and th' amount
Being firft difcharg'd, fubmitted his account:

And what th' event ? Their induftry was fuch,

Dodd fpoke good Flemiih, Bannifter bad Dutch.
Then the rogue told us, with infulting eafe.

So it was foreign, it was fure to pleafe :

Beaux, wits, applaud, as fafhion fhould command.
And Mifies laugh—to feem to underftand—
So from each clime our foil may fomething gain ;

Manhood from Rome, and fprightlinefs from Spain ;

Some Ruffian Rofcius next delight the age.

And a Dutch Heinel lliate along the ftage.

Exotic fopperies, hail ! whofe flatt'ring fmile

Supplants the fterner virtues of our ifle I

Thus, while with Chinefe firs and Indian pines

Our nurs'ries fwarm, the Britifli oak declines :

Yet, vain our Mufes fear—no foreign laws

"We dread, while native beauty pleads our caufe :

While you're to judge, whofe frailes are honours highef

Than verfe fliould gain, but where thofe eyes infpire.

But if the men prefume your pow'r to awe.
Retort their churlifh fenatorial law ;

This is your houfe—and move—the gentlemen withdraw ;

Then you may vote, with envy never ceafing.

Your influence has increas'd, and is increafing;

But there, I truft, the refolution's finifh'd

;

Sure none will fay—it ought to be diminilh'd.

Chara£lirs
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Cbarailers of Sallvst a»d Livy. From Hayley's £Jay oa Eijlorj^

BUT Rome's proud Genius, with exulting claim.

Points to her rivals of the Grecian name !

Sententious Sallust leads her lofty train;

Clear, tho' conc-ife, elaborately plain,

Poi/ing his fcale of words with frugal care.

Nor leavitig one fuperfluous atom there

!

Yet well difplaying, in a narrow fpace.

Truth's native ftrength, and Nature's eafy grace J

Skill'd to deteft, in tracing Adlion's courfe.

The hidden motive, and the human fource.

His lucid brevity the palm has won,
By Rome's decifion, from Olorus' Son,

Of mightier fpirit, of majelHc frame.

With powers proportion'd to the Roman fame.

When Rome's fierce Eagle his broad wings unfuri'd.

And fliadow'd with his plumes the fuhjeft world.

In bright pre-eminence, that Greece might own,
Sublimer LivY claims th' HiJloric throne;

With that rich Eloquence, whofe golden light

Brings the full fcene diftin£lly to the fight ;

That Zeal for Truth, which Interell cannot bend.

That P'ire, which Freedom ever gives her friend.

Immortal artiit of a work fupreme !

Delighted Rome beheld, with proud efteera.

Her own bright image, of coloflal fize.

From thy long toils in pureft marble rife.

But envious Time, with a malignant llroke.

This facred Itatue into fragments broke ;

In Lethe's ftream its nobler portions funk.

And left Futurity the wounded trunk.

Yet, like the matchlefs, mutilated frame.

To which great Ang^lo bequeath'd his name.
This glorious ruin, in whole Itrength we find

The fplendid vigour of the Sculptor's mind.
In the fond eye of Admiration Hill

Rivals the finilh'd forms of modern (kill.

©« Biography and tht Chara5ltr of Plutarch. From thefamt,

O BLEST Biography! thy charms of yore
Hilloric Truth to lirong Affection bore.

And foft'ring Virtue gave thee as thy dower.
Of both thy parents the attractive power;

P z T«
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To win the heart, the wavering thought to fix.

And fond delight with wife inftruftion mix.
Fiift of thy votaries, peerlefs, and alone.

Thy Plutarch (hines, by moral beauty known:
Enchanting Sage! whofe living lefibns teach.

What heights of Virtue human efforts reach.

Tho' oft thy Pen, eccentrically wild.

Ramble, in Learning's various maze beguil'd;

Tho' in thy Style no brilliant graces (hine.

Nor the clear condudl of correft Defign,

Thy every page is uniformly bright

With mild Philanthropy's diviner light.

Of gentlell manners, as of mind elate.

Thy happy Genius had the glorious fate

To regulate, with Wifdom's foft controul,

Ihe ftrong ambition of a Tr a j an's foul.

But O ! how rare benignant Virtue fprings.

In the blank bofom of defpotic kings

!

CharaSier ij/'Froissart. From the fame.

YET Courtefy, with generous Valour join'd.

Fair Twins of Chivalry 1 rejoic'd to find

A faithful Chronicler in plain Froissart ;

As rich in honefty as void of art.

As the young Peafant, led by fpirits keen

To fome great city's gay and gorgeous fcene.

Returning, with jncreafe of proud delight.

Dwells on the various fplendor of the fight

;

And gives his tale, tho' told in terms uncouth.

The charm of Nature, and the force of Truth,
Tho' rude engaging; fuch thy fimple page

Seems, O Froissart ! to this enlighten'd age.

Proud of their fpirit, in thy writings fhewn.

Fair Faiih and Honour mark thee for their own ;

Tho' oft the dupe of thofe delufive times.

Thy Genius, folter'd with romantic rhymes.

Appears to play the legendary Bard,

And trefpafs on the truth it meant to guard.

Still fliall thy name, with lalting glory. Hand
High on the lili of that advent'rous band.

Who, bidding Hiftory fpeak a modern tongue.

From her crainp'd hand the Monkilli fetters flung.

While yet deprefs'd in Gothic night fhe lay.

Nor faw th' approaching dawn of Attic day.

CharaSler
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CharaSler o/"Father Paul. From the fame.

SARP r, blefl: name ! from every foible clear.

Not more to Science than to Virtue dear.

Thy pen, thy life, of equal praife fecure!

Both wifely bold, and both fublimely pure!

That Freedom bids me on thy merits dwell,

Whofe radiant form illam'd thy letter'd cell j

V/ho to thy hand the noblelt talk afllgn'd.

That earth can offer to a heavenly mind :

With Reafon's arms to guard invaded laws.

And guide the pen of Truth in Freedom's caufe.

Too firm of heart at Danger's cry to (loop.

Nor Lucre's flave, nor vain Ambition's dupe.

Thro' length of days invariably the fame.

Thy country's liberty thy conftant aim !

For this thy fpirit dar'd th' AflafTin's knife.

That with repeated guilt purfu'd thy life;

For this thy fervent and unweary'd care

Form'd, ev'n in death, thy patriotic prayer.

And, while his (hadows on thine eye-lids hung,
*• Be it immortal !" trembled on thy tongue.

CharaBer c/" Voltaire. From the fame,

THO' Pontiffs execrate, and Kings betray.

Let not this fate your generous warmth allay,

Ye kindred Worthies ! who ftill dare to wield

Reafon's keen fword, and Toleration's (hield.

In cliifies where Perfecution's iron mace
Is rais'd to mafTacre the human race !

The heart of Nature will your virtue feel.

And her immortal voice reward your zeal

Firft in her praife her feariefs champions live,

Crown'd with the nobleft palms that earth can give.

Firm in this band, who to her aid advance.

And high amid th' Hiftoric fons of France,

Delighted Nature faw, with partial care.

The lively vigour of the gay Voltaire
;

And fondly gave him, with Avacreok's fire

To throw the hand of Age acrofs the lyre :

But mute that vary'd voice, which pleas'd fo long I

Th' Hiftorian's tale is clos'd, the Poet's fong !

Within the narrow tomb behold him lie.

Who fiU'd fo large a fpace in Learning's eye \

P 3 Thoa



214 ANNUAL REGISTER, 1780:

Thou Mind unweary'd ! thy long toils are o'er;

Cenfure and Praife can touch thy ear no more :

Sti'l let me breathe with jult regret thy name.
Lament thy foibles, and thy powers proclaim !

On the wide fea of Letters 'twas thy boaft

To croud each fail, and touch at every coaft:

From that rich deep how often haft thou brought
The pure and precious pearls of fplendid Thought

!

How didll thou triumph on that fubjecl-tide.

Till Vanity's wild guft, and ftormy Pride,

Drove thy llrong bark, in evil hour, to fplit

Upon the fatal rock of impious Wit !

But be thy failings cover'd by thy tomb !

And guardian laurels o'er thy allies bloom !

From the long annals of the world thy art,

"With chemic procefs, drew the richer part;

To Hill'ry gave a phllofophic air.

And made the interell of mankind her care ;

Pleas'd her grave brow with garlands to adorn,

i\nd from the rofe of Knowledge Itrip the thorn.

Thy lively Eloquence, in profe, in verfe.

Still keenly bright, and elegantly terfe.

Flames with bold fpirit
; yet is idly rafh :

Thy pre mis'd light is oft a dazzling flafh :

Thy wifdom verges to farcaftic fport.

Satire thy joy I and ridicule tVy fort !

But the gay Genius of the Gallic foil,

Shrii king from folemn taflcs of ferious toil.

Thro' every fcenc his playful air maintains.

And in the light Memoir unrival'd reigns.

Thy Wits, O France ! (as e'en thy Critics own)
Support not Hiftory's majellic tone;
They, like thy Soldiers, want, in feats of length,

The pcrfevering foul of Britiih itrength.

CharaBers of Camden, Rawleigh, Clarendon, Burnet,
Rapin, Humf, Lyttelton. From thefame,

HAIL to thee, Britain ! hail ! delightful land !

I fpring vvi;h filial joy to reach thy ftrand ;

And thou ! blell nourifher of Souls, fublime
As e'er immorta.iz'd their native clime.

Rich in Poetic treafures, yet excufe
The trivial offering of an humble Mufe,
"Who pants to add, with fears by love o'ercome.
Her mite of Glory to thy countlefs fum !

With vary'd colours, of the richeft die.

Fame's brilliant banners o'er th)' OiFspring fly

:

In
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In native Vigour bold, by Freedom led.

No path of honour have they fail'd to tread :

But while they wifely plan, and bravely dare.

Their own atchievements are their latell care.

Tho' Camden, rich in Learning's various ftore.

Sought in Tradition's mine Truth's genuine ore.

The wafte of Hift'ry lay in lifelefs ftade,

Tho' Rawleigh's piercing eye that world furvey'd.

Tho' mightier names there call^ a cafual glance.

They feem'd to faunter round the field by chance.

Till Clarendon arofe, and in the hour
When civil Dlfcord wak'd each mental Power,
With brave defire to reach this diftant goal,

Strain'd all the vigour of his manly foul.

Nor Truth, nor Freedom's injur'd Powers, allow

A wreath unfpotted to his haughty brow :

Friendfhip's firm fpirit ftill his fame exalts.

With fweet atonement for his lefier faults.

His pomp of phrafe, his period of a mile.

And all the maze of his bewilder'd llyle,

lUum'd by warmth of heart, no more offend :

What cannot Talle forgive, in Falklahd's friend?

Nor flow his praifes from this Angle fource j

One province of his art difplays his force :

His Portraits boail, with features ftrongly like.

The foft precihon of the clear Vandyke :

Tho', like the Painter, his faint talents yield.

And fink embarrafs'd in the Epic field.

Yet (hall his labours long adorn our ifle.

Like the proud glories of fome Gothic pile ;

They, tho' conltrcded by a Bigot's hand.
Nor nicely finiih'd, nor correctly plan'd.

With folemn Majelty, and pious Gloom,
An awful influence o'er the mind aflume ;

And from the alien eyes of every fcdl

Attrad obfervance, and command refpeft.

In following years, when thy great name, Nassau 1

Stampt the blelt deed of Liberty and Law
;

When clear, and guiltiefs of Oppreflion'a rage.

There rofe in Britain an Augur.an age.

And clufter'd Wits, by emulation bright,

Difi^us'd o'er Anna's reign their mental light;

That conllellation feem'd, tho' flrong its flame.

To want the fplendor of Hiftoric fame :

Yet Burnet's page may lading glory hope,
Howe'er infulted by the fpleen ot Pope.
Tho' his rough language halle and warmth denote.

With ardent Honelty of foul he wro:c j

P 4 Tho»



2i6 ANNUAL REGISTER, 1780.

Tho' critic cenfures on his work may fhower.

Like Faith, his freedom has a faving power.
Nor inah thou want, Rapin ! thy well-earn'd praife.

The fage Polybius thou of modern days!
Thy fword, thy pen, have both thy name endear'd;
This join'd our arras, and that our ftory clear'd :

Thy foreign hand difcharg'd th' Hiftorian's truft,

Unfway'd by Party, and to Freedom juft.

To letter'd Fame we own thy fair pretence.

From patient Labour, and from candid Senfe.

Yet public Favour, ever hard to fix,

Fiew from thy page, as heavy and prolix.

For Toon, emerging from the SophilVs fchool.

With Spirit eager, yet with Judgment cool.

With fubtle Ikill to Ileal upon applaufe,

And give falfe vigour to the weaker caufe ;

To paint a fpecious fcene with niceft art.

Retouch the whole, and varnifli every part

;

Graceful in Style, in Argument acute;
Mafter of every trick in keen Difpute !

With ihefe flrong powers to form a winning tale.

And hide Deceit in Moderation's veil.

High on the pinnacle of Falhion plac'd,

Hume ihone the idol of Hilloric Tafte.

Already, pierc'd by Freedom's fearching rays.

The waxen fabric of his fame decays.

—

Think not, keen Spirit ! that thefe hands prefume
To tear each leaf of laurel from thy tomb !

Thefe hands ! which, if a heart of human frame
Could ftoop to harbour that ungenerous aim.
Would fhield thy grave, and give, with guardian care»

Each type of Eloquence to flourilh there !

But public Love commands the painful talk,
' From the pretended Sage to ftrip the malk,

When his falfe tongue, averle to Freedom's caufe^

Profanes tne fpirit of her ancient laws.

As Afia's foothing opiate drugs, by ftealth.

Shake every flacken'd nerve, and fap the health ;

Thy writings thus, with noxious charms refin'd.

Seeming to foothe its ills, unnerve the mind.
While the keen cunning of thy hand pretends

To llrike alone at Party's abjed ends.

Our hearts more free from Fadion's weeds we feel.

But they have lolt the flower of Patriot zeal.

Wild as thy feeble Metaphyfic page.
Thy Hift'ry rambles into Sceptic rage;

Whofe giddy and fantaftic dreams abufe

A Hampded's Virtue, and a Shakespeare's Mufe.
With
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With purer fpirit, free from party ftrife.

To foothe his evening hour of honour'd life.

See candid Lyttelton at length unfold

The deeds of liberty in days of old !

Fond of the theme, and narrative with age.

He winds the lengthened tale thro' many a page ;

But there the beams of Patriot Virtue fhine ;

There Truth and Freedom fanftify the line.

And laurels, due to Civil Wifdom, (hield

This noble Neftor of th' Hiftoric field.

The living names, who there difplay- their power.
And give its glory to the prefent hour,

I pafs with mute regard ; in fear to fail.

Weighing their worth in a fufpected fcale :.

Thy right, Pofterity ! I facred hold.

To fix the (lamp on literary gold ;

Blell ! if this lighter ore, which [prepare

For thy fupreme AfTay, with anxious care.

Thy current fanftion unimpeach'd enjoy.

As only tindlur'd with a flight alloy 1

RONDEAU. Sun£ by Mrs. Barthelemon, at Ranelagh.

NIGHT and day the anxious lover

Is attentive to the fair.

Till the doubtful courtfhip's over

:

Is flie then fo much his care ?

Warm as Summer his add'-efles,

Hope and ardour's in his eyes ;

Cool as Winter his carefles.

When (he yields his captive prize.

Now the owner of her beauty.

Sees no more an Angel face j

Half is love, the reft is duty :

Pleafure fureis in the chacc.

Account
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Account of Books for 1780.

Anecdotes of Painting in England

;

loith feme Account of the principal

Artijis, and incidental Notes on

ether Arts ; colleiied by the late

Mr. George Vertue ; and nonu

digefted and puhlijhed from his

original MSS. by Mr, Horace
"Walpole. Vol. -id. and :\tb.

'E are indebted to our read-

ers a long arrear on the

acrount of the honourable editor

of theie memoirs. The two firft

volumes were publiihed in the year

1762 : and a fhort view of the

compiler's plan, together with our
opinion of the judicious and live-

Jy manner in which it was exe-

cuted, were given in the Annual
Kegifter of that date. The third

volume came out the following

year; but the account of it was
deferred till the publication of the

fourth and lall, which was then

promifed, and for which we have

waited with all the impatience,

that the fingular merit of the pre-

ceding parts had, we believe, very

generally excited.

But, how much foever we may
have fufFeied from this delay in the

gratification of our curiofity, the

motives that occafioned it cannot

be fufRciently commended. Mr.
Walpole, whofe humanity and be-

revolence are as much admired in

private life, as his fine genius and

lively talents are by the public,

was unwilling, as he kimfelf in-

forms us, " to utter even gentle

cenfures, which might wound the

affeftions, or offend the prejudices,

of thofe related to perfons, whom
truth forbad him to commend
beyond their merits. As he
could not therefore refolve, like

moft biographilts, to difpenfe uni-

verfal panegyric, the publication of

this laft volume, which contains

the lives of artifts in the two late

reigns, though it had been long

written, and even printed, was
deferred, from motives of tender-

nefs towards their furviving friends

and relations." To rifle the tide

of popular curiofity would have
been a dangerous experiment in an

author of doubtful reputation. On
the other hand, to facrifice a long

period of certain fame to the gra-

tification of a private fatisfaftion,

was ftill lefs to be expected from

the vanity of an applauded fa-

vourite. But Mr. Waipole's ge-

nius and virtues make him fupe-

rior to both thefe conAderations ;

and he knows that men of true

tarte will not lefs admire the be-

neficent exertions of the one, than

the moft brilliant produdlions of the

other.

The firft of the volumes now
before us commences with the

reign of Charles the Iccond. " The
arcs.
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arts, fays this fpirited writer, were

in a manner expelled with the

royal family from Britain. The
anecdotes of a civil war are the

hiftory of deftrudion. In all ages,

the mob have vented their hatred

to tyrants, on the pomp of tyran-

ny. The magnificence, the people

have envied, they grow to deteli

;

and miltaking confequences for

caufes, the firft objecls of their

fury are the palaces of their maf-

ters. If religion is thrown into

the quarrel, the moll innocent arts

are catalogued with fins. This
was the cafe in the contefts be-

tween Charles and his parliament.

As he had blended afFeclion to the

fciences with a luft of power, non-
fenfe and ignorance were adopted

into the liberties of the fubjed.

Painting became idolatry, monu-
ments were deemed carnal pride,

and a venerable cathedral ieemed
equally contradicl:ory to Magna
Charta and the Bible. Learning
and wit were conftrued to be fo

heathen, that one would have
thought the Holy Ghoft could en-

dure nothing above a pun. What
the fury of Henry the Vlllth had
fpared, was condemned by the

Puritans : Ruin was their harveft,

and they gleaned after the refor-

mers. Had they countenanced

any of the fofter arts, what could

thofe arts have reprelcnted ? How
pifturefque was the figure of an

Anabapuft? but fedlarics have no
ollenfible enjoyments ; their plea-

fures are private, comfortable, and
grofs. The arts that civilize fo-

ciety, are not calculated for men
who mean to rife on the ruins of
eflablifhed order. Jargon and au-

flerities are the weapon"; that bell

ierve ihe purpofcs of herciiarcs and
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innovators. The fciences have been
excommunicated, from the Gnof-
tics to Mr. Whitfield.

'* The relloration of royalty

brought back the arts, not tafte.

Charles the Hd had a turn to me-
chanics, but to none of the politer

fciences. He had learned to draiv

in his youth. In the imperial li-

brary at Vienna is a view of the

Ille of jerfey, defigned by him.
But he was too indolent to amufe
himfelf. He introduced the fa-

fhions of the court of France,
without its elecjance. He had feea

Louis the XlVth countenance Cor-
neille, Moliere, and Boileau, who
forming themfelves on the models
of the ancients, feemed by the pu-
rity of their writings to have Itu-

died in Sparta. Charles found as

much genius at home, but how
licentious, how indelicate was the

iHle he permitted or demanded

!

Dryden's tragedies are a compound
of bombafi; and heroic obfcenity,

inclofed in the moll beauuful num-
bers. If Wycherley had nature, it

is nature ftark naked. The pain-

ters of that age veiled it but little

more. Sir Peter Leiy fcarce faves

appearances but by a bit of fringe

or embroidery. His nymphs, ge-

nerally repofed on the turf, are too

wanton and roo magnificent to be

taken for any thing but maids of

honour. Yet fantallic as his com-
pofitions feem, they were pretty

much in the drefs of the times, as

it is evident by a Puritan traifl

publilhed in 1678, and intituled

** y«/? and Reajonable Reprehenfions

of Naked Breajls and Shoulders.*'

Ihe court had gone a good way
beyond the fadiion of the [^reccd-

ing reign, when the gallantry in

vogue was to vvear a lock ot lomc
favourite
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favourite object; and yet Prynne

had thought that mode fo damn-
able, that he publifhed an abfurd

piece againrtit, called The Unlove-

linej's of Love-hcki *.

" The fedtaries in oppofition to

the king, had run into the ex-

treme againll: pclitenefs : The new
court, to indemnify themfelves and
snark avernon to their rigid adver-

faries, took the other extreme

:

Elegance and delicacy were the

point from which both fides llarted

different ways ; and tafte was as

iittle fought by the men of wit,

as by thofe who called themfelves

the men of God. The latter

thought that to demolifli was to

reform ; the others, that ridicule

was the only rational correftive

;

and thus, while one party deftroyed

all order, and the other gave a

]oofe to diforder, no wonder the

age produced no work of art, that

was worthy of being preferved by

pofterity. Yet in a hiftory of the

arts, as in other hillories, the times

of confufion and barbarifm muft

have their place, to preferve the

connexion, and to afcertain the ebb

and flow of genius. One likes to

fee through what clouds broke forth

the age of Auguftus "-

" The fhort and tempeftuous

reign of James, fays our author,

though he himfelf feems tohavehad

much inclination to them, afforded

fmall encouragement to the arts.

His religion was not ofa complexion

to exclude decoration ; but four

years, crouded with infurre£lions,

profecutions, innovations, were not

* " At the fale of the late Lady Worfely, about ftven or eight years ago,

was the portrait of the Duchefs of Somerfet, daughter to Robert Ear! of Eflex

(Q^Elizabeth's favourite), with a lock of her father's hair hanging on iier neck,

and the lock itfelf was in the fame auftion."

pie

likely to make a figure in a hiftory

of painting."

King William follows next
in order. *' This prince, he ob-
ferves, like moft of thofe in our
annals, contributed nothing to

the advancement of arts. He was
born in a country where tafle never
flourilhed, and nature had not
given it him as an embellifhment
of his great qualities. He courted
fame, but none of her minilters.

Holland owed its prefervation to

his heroic virtue; England its li-

berty to his ambition ; Europe its

independence to his competitioa

with Louis the XlVth ; for how-
ever unfuccefsful in the contef!:,

the very ftruggle was falutary. Be-
ing obliged to draw all his re-

fources from himfelf, and not con-

tent to acquire glory by proxy, he
had no leifure, like his rival, to

prefide over the regifters of his

fame. He fought his own battles,

ihftead of choofing mottoes for the

medals that recorded them ; and
although my Lord Hallifax pro-

mifed him that his wound, in the

battle of the Boyne,

Should run for ever purple in our looms,

his majefty certainly did not be-

fpeak a fingle fuit of tapeftry in

memory of the action. In Eng-
land he met with nothing but dif-

gufts. He underftood little of the

nation, and feems to have a£led

too much upon a plan formed be-

fore he came over ; and, however

neceflary to his early fituation,

little adapted to fo peculiar a pec-
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pie as the Englifh. He thoughc

that valour and taciturnity would

conquer or govern the world, and

vainly imagining his new fubjedts

loved liberty better than party, he

trulled to their feeling gratitude

for a blefling, which they could

not help feeing was conferred a

little for his own fake. Referved,

unfociable, ill in his health, and

foured by his fituation, he fought

none of thofe amufements that

make the hours of the happy much
happier, if we mull except the

palace at Hampton Court, at lead

it is no monument of his taite ; it

feems ereded in emulation of what

it certainly was meant to imitate,

the pompous edifices of the French
monarch. We are told that

I Great Naffau to Knellei's hand
decreed

To fix him graceful on the bounding
ftccd.

In general I believe his majeftv

patronized neither painters nor *

poets, though he was happy in the

latter—but the cafe is different ; a

great prince may have a Garth, a

Prior, a Montagu, and want Titi-

ans and Vandycks, if he encou-
rages neither—You mufl: addrefs

yourfelf to a painter if you wi(h

to be flattered—A poet brings his

incenfe to you. Mary feems to

have had little more propenfity to

the arts than the king : the good
queen loved to work and talk, and
contented herfclf with praying.to

God that her hufband might be a

great hero, fince he did not choofe

to-be a fond hulband.

—Of the reign of Queen Anne

fo ill uftrated by heroes, he obferves,

that it *• was not equally fortu-

nate in artills. Except Kneller,
fcarce a painter of note. We!l-
Tninller-Alxbey teftifies there was
no eminent flatuaries. One man
there was who difgraced this period
by his architefture as much as he
enlivened it by his wit; formed to

pleafe both Augullus and an
Egyptian monarch, who thought
nothing preferved fame like a folid

mafs of ftone, he produced a Re-
lapfe and Blenheim. Party, that

fharpened the genius of the age,

dilhonoured it too, A halfpenny
print of Sacheverel would have
been preferred to a fketch of Ra-
phael. Lord Sunderland and Lord
Oxford colleded books, the Duke
of Devonfhire and Lord Pembroke,
pidures, medals, Icatues : The
performance of the time had little

pretenfions to be admitted into

fuch cabinets."

—The fourth volume opens with
George the iirft. •• We are now
arrived," fays Mr. Walpole, ** ac

the period, in which the arts were
funk to the loweft ebb in Britain.

From the flifFnefs introduced by
Holbein and the Flemifli mafters,

who not only laboured under the

timidity of the new art, but who
faw nothing but the ftarch and un-

pliant habits of the times, wc were
fallen into a loole, and, if I may
ufe the word, a dijfo'.it'.c kind of
painting, which was not lefs bar-

barous than the oppofite extreme,

and yet h;id not the merit of re-

prefenting even the drelfes of the

age. Sir Godfrey Knelicr itll

lived, bu: only in name, which he

* King William had fo little Icifure to attend to, or fo little (lilporition tj

men of wit, that when St. Evremont was ii.tivHuccd to hmi. tlic kine: laid

coldly, " I think you was a m^jor-gclKral in the Frciicii ll-ivKe."

prollituicd
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proftituted by fuiFering the moft

wretched daubings of hired fubfti-

tutes CO pafs for his works, while

at moft he gave himfelf the trouble

of taking the likenefs of the per-

fon who fat to him. His bold and
free manner was the fole admira-
tion of his fucceflbrs, who thought
they had caught his fiyle, when
they neglerted drawing, probabi-

lity, and finifhing. Kneller had
exaggerated the curls of full-bot-

tomed wigs and the tiaras of rib-

bands, lace and hair, till he had
ftruck cut a graceful kind of un-

natural grandeur; but the fucceed-

ing modes were fiill lefi favour-

able to pidlurefque imagination.

The habits of the time were fhrunk

to awkward coats and waiftcoats

for the men; and for the women,
to tight-laced gowns, round hoops,

and half a dozen fqueezed plaits

of linen, to which dangled behind
two unmeaning pendants, called

lappets, not half covering their

ilrait-dravvn hair. Dahl, Dagar,
Richardfon, Jervas, and others,

rebuffed with fuch barbarous forms,

and not pofieffing genius enough
to deviate from what they faw into

graceful variations, cloathed all

their perfonages with a loofe dra-

pery and airy mantles, which rot

only were not, but could not be
the drefs of any age or nation, {o

little were they adapted to cover

the limbs, to exhibit any form, or

to adhere to the perfon, which
they fcarce enveloped, and from
which they muft fall on the leali

motion. As thofe cafual lappings

and flowing ftreamerswere imitated

from nothing, they feldom have
any folds or chiaro 'fcuro; ana-
tomy and colouring being equally

forgotten. Linen, from what oeco-

nomyi know not, is feldom allowed

in thofe portraits, even to the la-

dies, who lean carelefly on a bank,
and play with a parrot they do not
look at, under a tranquillity which
ill accords with their fecming fitu-

ation, the flightnefs of their veft-

ment and the lanknefs of their hair

having the appearance of their

being juft rifen from the bath, and
of having found none of their

cloaths to put on, but a loofe

gown. Archicefture was perverted.

to meer houfe-building, where it

retained not a little of Vanbrugh ;

and if employed on churches, pro-
duced at beil: but corrupt and taw-
dry imitations of Sir Chriftopher

Wren. Statuary Hill lefs defervcd
the name of an art.

The new monarch was void of
tafte, and not likely at an advanced
age to encourage the embellifh-

ment of a country, to which he
had little partiality, and with the

face of which he had few oppor-
tunities of getting acquainted ;

though had he been better known,
he muil: have grown the delight of
it, pofTelling all that plain good-
humoured iimplicity and focial in-

tegrity, which peculiarly dilHn-

guifhes t/;>e honeji Englijh pri'vate

gentleman. Like thofe patriots, it

v/as more natural to George the

lirft CO be content with, or even
partial to whatever he found el^ab-

liRied, than to feek for improve-
ment and foreign ornament. But
the arcs, when negledied, always

degenerate. Encouragement muft
keep them up, or a genius revivify

them. Neither happened und^^r the

firft of the houfe of Brunfwic."

Having finifhed the reign of
George the firft, " it is with

complacency, t'ays the author, I

enter upon a more ftiining period

in the hiftory of arcs, upon a new
ieta;



ACCOUNT OF BOOKS. /> n

aera ; for though painting made
buc feeble efforts towards advance-

ment, yet it was in the reign of

George the fecond that architedure

revived in antique purity; and
that an art unknown to every age

and dimate not only ftarted into

being, but advanced with mafter-

fteps to vigorous perfedion ; X

mean, the art of gardening, or as

I fhould chufe to call it, the art of
creating land/cape. Ryfbrack and
Roubiliac redeemed Itatuary from
reproach, and engraving began to

demand better painters, whofe
works it might imitate. The king,

it is true, had little propenfuy to

refined pleafures ; but queen Ca-
roline was ever ready to reward
merit, and wilhed to have their

reign illuilrated by monuments of
genius. She enflirined Newton,
Boyle, and Locke : (he employed
Kent, and fat to Zincke. Pope
might have enjoyed her favour,
and Swift had it at firft, till info-

lent under the m^flc of indepen-
dence ; and not content without
domineering over her politics, fhe

abandoned him to his ill-humour,
and to the vexation of that mif-
guided and difappoinced ambition,

that perverted and preyeJ on his

excellent genius.

To have an exa<S view of fo

long a reign as that of George the

fecond, it muft be remembered
that many of the artilh already

recorded lived palt the beginning
of it, and were principal perfor-

mers. Thus the ftyle that had
predominated both in painting and
architedure in the two preceding
reigns, ftill exifled during the firrt

years of the late king, and may be
confidered as the remains of the

fchools of Dahl and Sir Godfrey
Kneller, and of Sir Chriftopher

Wren. Richardfon and Jervas,

Gibbs and Campbell, were flill at

tlie head of their refpeftive pro-

felfions. Each art improved, be-

fore the old profeflbrs left the ftage.

Vanloo introduced a better ityle

of draperies, which by the help of
Vanaken, became common to and
indeed the fame in the works of
almoft all our painters ; and Leoni,
by publilhing and imitating Pal-

ladio, difencumbered archiiedure

from fome of the weight with.

which it had been overloaded.

Kent, Lord Burlington, and Lord
Pembroke, tliough the two firft

were no foes to heavy ornaments,
reflored every other grace to that

imposing fcience, and left the art

in pofTeiiion of all its rights—yet

Hill Mr. Adam and Mr. Chambers
were wanting to give it perfefl de-

licacy. The reign was not clofed,

when Sir Jolbua Reynolds ran-

fomed portrait-painting from infi-

pidity, and would have excelled

the greateft mailers in that branch,

if his colouring were as lading, as

his taile and imaoination are in-o
exhaultible."

We cannot clofe thefe extrafls

without adding one more, in which.

Mr. W. has done jullice to the

merits of our living artilts, with

the fame taile and difcernment,

that he has appreciated the value

of their predecefTors— In an adver-

tifement prefixed to the laft vo-

lume, he acquaints us that '• The
work is carried as far as the author

intended to go, though he is fen-

fible he could continue it with

more fatisfaftion to himfeif, as the

arts, at lealt ihofe of painting and
architeiture, are emerging from

the wretched Hate in which they

lay at the acceflion of George the

firft. To architedure, talte and
vigour
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vigour were given by lord Burling-

ton and Kent- They have fuc-

ceflbrs worthy ofthe tone they gave

;

if, as refinement generally verges

to extreme contrarieties, Kent's

ponderofity does not degenerate in-

to filHgraine—But the modern Pan-

theon, uniting grandeur and light-

nefs, fimplicity and ornament, feems

to have marked the medium, where

talle muil ftop. The architeft who
Ihall endeavour to reline on Mr.
Wyat, will perhaps give date to

the age of embroidery. Virgil,

Longinus and Vitruvius afford no

rules, no examples, of fcattering

iinery.

This delicate redundance of or-

nament growing into our archi-

tetiiture might perhaps be checked,

if our artills would ftudy the fub-

Jime dreams of Piranefi, who feems

to have conceived vifions of Rome
beyond what it boalted even in the

meridian of its fplendor. Savage

as Salvator Rofa, fierce as Michael

Angelo, and exuberant as Rubens,

he has imagined fcenes that would

Ilartle geometry, and exhauit the

Indies to realize. He piles palaces

on bridges, and temples on palaces,

and fcales Heaven wuh mountains

of edifices. Yet what taft« In his

boidnefs ! what grandeur in his

wildnefs I what labour and thought
both in his rafhnefs and details!

Architefture, indeed, has in a
manner two fexes ; its mafculine
dignity can only exert its mufdes
in public works and at public ex-
pence ; its fofter beauties come bet-

ter within the compafs of private

refidence and enjoyment.

How painting has rekindled
from its embers, the works of
many living artifts- demonftrate.

The prints after the works of Sir

Jofliua Reynolds have fpread his

fame to Italy, where they have not

at prefenc a fingle painter that can
pretend to rival an imagination fo

fertile, that the attitudes of his

portraits are as * various as thofe

of hiftory. In what age were pa-

ternal defpair and the horrors of
death pronounced with more ex-

preiiive accents than in his picture

of Count Ugolino? When was in-

fantine lovelinefs, or embrio-paf-

fions, touched with fweeter truth

than in his portraits of Mifs Price

and the baby Jupiter? Whatfrank-
nefb of nature in Mr. Gainfbo-

rough's landfcapes ; which may

* Sir J. Reynolds has been accufed of plagiarifm for having borrowed atti-

tudes from ancient mailers. Not only candoiu- but criticifm mult deny the force

of the charge. When a fingle pofture is imitated from an hiltoric picture, and

applied to a poi trait in a diiTerent diefs and with new attributes, This is not

plagiarifm, but quotation : and a quotation from a great author, with a novel

spplication of the fenfc, has always been allowed to be an inftancc of parts and

talte ; and may have 'more merit than the original. When the fons of Jacob

impofed on their father by a falfe coat of Jofeph, faying, ' Know now whether

This be thy ion's coat or not," they only alkcd a deceitful queltion but that

interrogation became wit, when Richard ift. on the pope reclaiming a bifhop

when) the king had taken priloner in battle, fent him the prelate's coat of mail,

and in the words of fcripture afked his holinefs, whether that was the coat of

his fon or not ? Is not there humour and fatire in Sir Jofhua's reducing Holbein's

fwaggering and colofTal haughcinefs of Henry 8th. to the boyiili jollity of mafter

Crewt ?—One prophecy I will venture to make ; Sir Jofhua is not a plagiary, but

will beget a thoufand. The exuberance of his invcniion will be the grammar of

future painters of portrait.

entitle
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entitle them to rank in the noble

collections! What genuine humour
in Zaffanii's comic fcenes ; which

do nor, like the works of Dutch
and Flemilh painters, invite laugh-

ter to divert itfelf with the nallieft

indelicacy of boors !

Such topics would pleafe a pen

that delights to do jultice to its

country—but the author has for-

bidden himfelf to treat of living

profeflbrs. Poderity appreciates

impartially the works of the dead.

To pollerity he leaves the continu-

ation of thefe volumes ; and re-

commends to the lovers of arts the

indullry of Mr. Vertue, who pre-

ferved notices of all his cotempo-

raries, as he had coUefted of pall

ages, and thence gave birth to this

work. In that fupplement will

not be forgotten the wonderful pro-

grefs in miniature of Lady Lucan,

who has arrived at copying the

moll exquiilte works of Ifaac and
Peter Oliver, Hofkins and Cooper,

with a genius that almoll depre-

ciates thofe mailers, when we con-

fider that they fpent their lives in

attaining perfeilion ; and who,
foaring above their raodell timi-

dity, has transferred the vigour of

Raphael to her copies in water-

colours. There will be recorded

the living etchings of Mr. H. Bun-
bury, the fecond Hogarth, and
fird imitator who ever fully equal-

led his original ; and who, like

Hogarth, has more humour when
he invents, than when he illu-

llrates * probably becaufe ge-

nius can draw from the fources cf

'nature with more fpirit than from

the ideas of another. Has any

painter ever executed a fcene, a

charafter of Shakefpear, that ap-

225

proached to the prototype fo near

as Shakefpear himfelf attained to

nature ? Yet is there a pencil in a

living hand as capable of pro-

nouncing the pallions as our un-
equalled poet; a pencil not only

infpired by his infight into nature,

but by the graces and taile of
Grecian artills—but it is not fair

to excite the curiofity of the public,

when both the rank and bafliful

merit of the poffeffor, and a too

rare exertion of fuperior talents,

confine the proofs to a narrow
circle. Whoever has feen the

drawings, and bafreliefs, defigned

and executed by Lady Diana Beau-
clerc, is fenfible that thefe imper-
fe£l encomiums are far (hort of the

excellence of her works. Her por-

trait of the Duchefs of Devonfhire,

in feveral hands, confirms the

truth of part of thefe allertions.

The nymph-like fimplicity of the

figure, is equal to what a Grecian
ftatuary would have formed for a

dryad or goddefs of a river. Bar-
tolozzi's print of her two daugh-
ters, after the drawing of the fame
lady, is another fpecimen of her

Angular genius and tafte. The
gay and fportive innocence of the

younger daughter, and the demure
application of the elder, are as

charaQerillically contralled as Mil-

ton's Allegro and Penferofo.

The hilloric compofitions offered

for St. Paul's by forae of our firft

artills feemed to difclofe a vifion

of future improvement—a period

the more to be wilhed, as the

wound given to painting through
the fides of the Romifli religion

menaces the arts as well as idolatry

— unlefs the Methoditls, whole ri-

gour fcems to foften and adopt the

• For indance, in his prints to Trlftram Shandyc

Vol. XXIIL C^ trtifices
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•rtifices of the Catholics, [for our

itinerant mountebanks already are

*ond of being fainted in mezzo-
*into, as well as their St. Bridgets

2nd Terefas] fhould borrow the

Paraphernalia of enthufiafm now
waning in Italy, and fuperadd the

witchery of painting to that ofmu-
fic. Whitfield's temples encircled

with glory may convert rulHcs,

who have never heard of his or

Ignatius Loyola's peregrinations.

If enthufiafm is to revive, and ta-

bernacles to rife as convents are

demolilhed, may we not hope at

leaft to fee them painted i Le
Sueur's cloyfter at Paris makes
fome little amends for the impri-

fonment of the Carthufians. The
abfurdity of the legend of the re-

viving canon is loft in the amazing
art of the painter ; and the latl

fcene of St. Bruno expiring, in

which are exprefi'ed all the ftages

of devotion from the youngeft

mind imprelTed with fear to the

compofed refignation of the prior,

is perhaps inferior to no fingle pic-

ture of the greateft mafter. If

Raphael died young, fo did Le
Sueur; the former had feen the

antique, the latter only prints

from Raphael : yet in the Char-

treufe, what airs of heads ! what

harmony of colouring ! what aerial

perfpeftive ! How Grecian the

iimplicity of archicefture and dra-

pery! How diverfified a fingle

quadrangle, though the life of a

hermit be the only fubjeft, and

devotion the only pathetic ! In

fhoit, till we have other piftures

than portraits, and painting has

ampler fields to range in than pri-

vate apartments, it is in vain to

€xpeft the art fhould recover its

genuine luftre. Statuary has flill

lefs encouragement. Sepulchral

decorations are almoft difufed ; and
though the rage for portraits is at

its highell tide both in pifturesand

prints, bulls and ftatues are never

demanded. V/e feem to wifh no
longer duration to the monuments
of our expence, than the inhabi-

tants of Peru and RufTia, where
edifices are calculated to laft but to

the next earthquake or conflagra-

tion."

From thefe extrafts our readers

will perceive that Mr, Walpole has

loft nothing of that lively and
fpirited manner, which fo ftrongly

mark all his writings. The EfTay

on Gardening, which we have
given at large in the former part of

this volume, will afford a lafting

proof of his tafte and judgment.
Befides the four volumes which

we have now gone through, Mr.
Walpole publifhed fome time ago
a fupplemental volume on engrav-

ing, of which, as it compleats the

author's plan, it may be neceflary

to infert here a fhort account. It

is entitled

—

A Catalogue of Engra-
njers ijoho ha^ve bicn hern or rejidcd iu

England ; digejied by Mr. Horace
W a.] pole, from the MSS. of Mr.
George Vertue ; to ivhich is added,

an AccDU7it of the Life and Works of
the latter, i^to-

As Mr. Vertue was of this pro-

feffion himfelf, we may have the

greater confidence in the induftry

and fidelity with which thefe ma-
terials have been colledled. Such
particulars of the lives of the fe-

veral artifts, as their genera! ob-
fcurity has fuffered to remain, are

recorded ; and as accurate lifts of
their works, whenever they could

be obtained, together with an ac-

count of their merits, are added,
this work muft be of fingular ufe

to the colleiflors of this fpecies of

Virtu,
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Vlrtii. We fliall now take leave of

our author with the following ac-

count of the origin of the art of

engraving, and of its introduftion

into England.
*' When the monarchs of Egypt

ereded thofe llupendous mafles,

the pyramids, for no other ufe but

to record their names, they little

fufpeded that a weed growing by

the Nile would one day be con-

verted into more durable regillers

of fame than quarries of marble

and granite. Yet when paper had

been invented, what ages rolled

away before it was deiHned to its

beft fervice. It is equally amufing

to obferve what obvious arts efcape

our touch, and how quickly various

channels are deduced from a fource

when once opened. This was the

cafe of the prefs : Printing was not

difcovered till aboutthe year 1430:
In thirty years more it was applied

to the multiplication of drawings.

Authors had fcarce feen that faci-

lity of difperfing their works, be-

fore painters received an almoll

equal advantage. To each was
endlefs fame in a manner infured,

if they had merit to challenge it.

With regard to prints, the new
difcovery alTociated the profeflbrs

in fome degree with the great maf-

ters whofe works they copied.

This intimate connedHon between

printers and engravers makes fome

account of the latter a necefTary

fupplement to the hillory of tlie

former. But if this country has

not produced many men of genius

in the nobler branch, it ha? been

Hill more deficient in excellent en-

gravers. Mr. Vertue had been

alike indultrious in hunting after

monuments of the latter profefiion ;

he was of it himfelf; but as tha

artiUs were lcf:> illudrious, his la-

bour was by far more unfuccefsful.

Till the arrival of Hollar the art

of engraving was in England al-

molt confined to portraits. Vertue
thought what was produced here,

before the reign of King James,
of fo little confequence, that in a
fketch which he had made for a
beginning, he profefledly dates his

account from the year 1600. If I

take it up earlier, it is merely to

give a compleat hiftory, which
will be comprehended in a few
lines, and the materials for which.

I have chiefly gathered from his

papers, and from the Typographi-
cal Antiquities of Mr. Ames.

** Mr. Evelyn fays the art of en-
graving, and working off from,

plates of copper, did not appear

till about the year 1490; that is,

it was not brought to perfedlion

from the hints gathered from topo-

graphy : yet it is certain, that ia

1460 Mafo Finiguerra, a gold-

fmith of Florence, by an accident

that might have given birth to the

rolling-prefs, without the antece-

dent difcovery of printing, did

actually light upon the method of

taking ofF llamps from an engraved

plate. Calling a piece of fuch

plate into melted brimftone, he

ooferved that the exadl iropreffion.

of the engraving was left upon the

furface of the cold brimftone

marked by lines of black. He
repeated the experiment on molft-

ened paper, rolling it gently with

a roller. It fucceeded. He com-
municated the difcovery to Baccio

Baldini, of his own profefllon and
city. The latter puifued the in-

vention with fucceis, and engraved

feveral plates from drawings of

Sandro Botticello, which be^ng

feen by Andrea Mantegna, he not

only affilled Baldini with deiigns,

0^2 bvt
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but culcivatcd the new art himfelf.

It had not been long in vogue be-

fore Hugh da Carpi tried the fame

experiment with wood, and even

added a variety of tints by ufing

different (Umps, for the gradua-

tions of lights and fhades; a me-

thod revived here fome years ago

with much fuccefs by Kirkall, and

fince at Venice by Jackfon, though

very imperfeftly.

" From Italy engraving foon

travelled into Flanders, where it

was firll praftifed by one Martin

of Antwerp. He was followed by

Albert Durer, who carried the art

to a great height confidering how
bad the tafte was of the age and

country in which he lived. Kis

fidelity to what he favv, was at

cnce his fame and misfortune ; he

was happy in copying nature, but

it was nature difguifed and hid

under ungraceful forms. With
neither choice of fubjedts or beau-

ty, his induftry gave merit even

to uglinefs and abfurdity. Con-

iining his labours almoft wholly to

religious and legendary hiilories,

he turned the Teftament into

she Hiliory of a Flemifh Village j

the habits of Herod, Pilate, jo-

feph. See. their dwellings, their

utenfils, and their cufloms, were

all Gothic and European ; his

Virgin Mary was the heroine of a

Kermis. Lucas of Leyden imi-

tated him in all his faults, and

was ftill more burlefque in his re-

prefentations. Itwas not till Ra-

phael had formed Marc- Antonio,

that engraving placed itfelf .with

dignity by the fide of painting.

" When the art reached Eng-
land does not appear. It is a no-

torious blunder in Chambers to

fay it was firft brought from Ant-

werp by Speed in the reign of

James the Ift. In fome degree we
had it almoft as foon as printing;

the printers themfelves ufing fmall

plates for their devices and rebufes.

Caxton's Golden Legend has in

the beginning a group of faints,

and many other cuts difperfed

through the body of the work. It

was printed in 148^. The fecond

edition of his Game at Chefs had

cuts too : So has his Le Morte de

Arthur. Wynkyn de Worde,
Caxton's fuccefibr, prefixed to his

title of the Statutes, in the fixth

year of Henry VIL a plate with

the king's arms, crefts, &c. a copy

of which is given in the Life of

Wynkyn, by Ames in his Typo-
graphical Antiquities, p. 79. The
fame printer exhibited feveral

books adorned with cuts, fome of

which are particularly defcribed

by his biographer, '-.% pages 87,

88, 89. y fequentibus.
" The fublequent printers con-

tinued to ornament their books

with wooden cuts. One confider-

able work, publifhed by John
Radell, was diftinguilhed by prints

of uncommon merit for that age.

It was called The Pajiyme of the

People, and by Bifliop Nicholfon,

in his Hiltorical Library, RaJieWs

Chronicle- This fcarce book, of a

very large fize, I faw at the auc-

tion of Mr. Ames's library ; it had

many cuts, eighteen of which were

in great folio, reprefenting the

kings of England, fo well defign-

ed and boldly executed as to be

attributed to Holbein, though I

think they were not of his hand.

I fhall mention one more book

with wooden cuts, (though feveral

are recorded by Ames) ; it is

Grafton's Chronicle, printed in

1569, and containing m.any heads,

as of William the Conqueror, Henry
VIII,
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- Vlir, and Queen Elizabeth, Sec.

Yet even though portraits were
ufed in books, I find no trace of

iinglc prints being wrought ofF in

that age. Thofe I have mentioned
in a former volume as compofing
part of the colleftion of Henry
Vm, were probably the produc-
tions of foreign artifts. The fiiil

book that appeared with cuts from
copper-plates, at leall the firll that

io induilriou-; an enquirer as Mr.
Ames had obferved, was, " The
Birth of Mankind, otherwife

called, The Womans Book,"
dedicated to Queen Catharine,

and publifhed by Thomas Rolande
in 1540, with many fmall' copper
cuts, but to thefe no name was
affixed."

Jfi EJay on Hijhry, in three Epijiles

to Edward Gibbon, EJq; ixiith

Notes. By William Hayley, E/q.

IT has been the fortune of few
poeis to begin their career

with fuch univerfal, and, we may
add, undividtd applaufe, as the

author of the effay now before us.

It is no fmall part of his merit,

that in times, not perhaps fo very

deficient in poetical abilities, as

remarkable for countenancing the

moll frivolous and licentious abufe
cf them, he has made choice of
fubjeds which the EnglilVi mufe
need not blufh to decorate. The
Eflay on Painting is a convincing
proof of his talents in that mixed
kind of poetry, which is partly

didaflic, partly defcriptive ; and
his EpilUe on the Death of Mr.
Thornton, and the Ode to Mr.
Howard, (hew that he is no weak
mailer of the pathetic.

His poetical talents,^vithout be-

ing marked by any ilrong cart cf
original genius, are of that fort,

which is well qualified to adorn
philofophy, and illuminate the
diflares of reafon and good fenfe.

He po/Te/rcs a confiderable com-
mand of figurative language: his
verfifi cation, though ic has no
great compafs or variety, is eafy,
flowing, and harmonious : his in-
vention is quick and fertile : his
imagery new and various : his fi-

milies are novel, frequent, and
happily applied.

The poem now before us is di-
vided into three parts. In the
firft, after fome general refleflions

on his fubjeft, the author traces

the progrels of hillory from

—the rude fymbol on the artlefs ftone

—

to thofe models of hiftorical com-
pofition which we owe to the ge-
nius of Athens. The following

refle<5lions on the fcarcity of great

hiftorians, and the irapofiibility of
attaining to perfeiftion, are equal-
ly juli and beautiful.

Pure, faultlefs \\ritinS:, like tranfmuted
gold,

Mortals may wifh, but never fhall behold :

Let genius ftlll this glorious obje<5l own.
And feek Perfed^ion's philofophic ftone !

For while tlie mind, ia ftudy's toilfome

hours,

Tries on ths long refearch her latent

powers,
New wonders rife, to pay her patient

thought,

Inferior only to the prize flie fought.

Nor are thofe lines lefs poetical,

in which he introduces Herodotus
at the head of his hiltoric wor-
thies.

-—Behold the hiftnric fire !

looic rofcs mark his fofc attire j

Bold in his air, but graceful in his mien,

As the f»ir ngure wf lusfavoui'J queen,

(^ 3 WllCQ
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When her proud galley Iham'd the Peifian

van,

And grateful Xerxes own'd hcrmore than

man !

The chara£lers of Thucydides,

Xenophon, Polybius, Saliuft, Li-

vy, and Tacitus, are afterwards

drawn with great fpirit and judg-

ment.
The poet next addreffes himfelf

to Biography, of which he feems

to confider Plutarch as the father.

This muft be done rather on the

account of his excellency, than the

priority of his claim ; fince Dio-

genes Laertius has left us a valua-

ble work of the fame kind. But

probably the author has omitted

this latter writer, as having com-

piled rather the hiftory of philofo-

phical opinions, than of the aftions

of mankind.—The charaders of

Marcellinus and Anna Comnena
conclude this part.

The fecond epiftle commences
with the Monkiih hillorians, to

whofe merits and defe£ls the au-

thor has done jullice in a manner

much to the credit both of his can-

dour and difcernment.—The prin-

cipal Italian, Spanilh, and French

writers follow, and thefe are fuc-

ceeded by the later hillorians of

our own country. The numerous

extrafts we have already given

from this part of the poem, in our

poetical article, makes it unnecef-

fary to add more here, and will in

a great meafure enable our read-

ers to judge for themfelves of our

author's abilities both as a poet and

a critic.

The fources of the principal de-

fers in hiftory, and its general

]aws, are the fubjedls of the third

epiftle.—This, as our author feems

to have been well aware, is the

moft important and difficult part of
his defign.

It has been well obferved of the

EJI'ay on tranjlated Verfe, " that Rof-

common has indeed deferved his

praifes, had they been given with

difcernment, and bellowed not on
the rules themielves, but the arc

with which they are introduced,

and the decorations with which
they are adorned." As to Mr,
Flayley, though we cannot allow

that he deferves no praife as the

legiflator of hiftory, yet we mull

confefs that he is very far from

having given us a complete code.

In enumerating the defe£is of hif-

torians, he has confined himfelf to

what relates to the fubjeft-matter

of hiftory, and has not entered at

all into thofe which arife from

faults in the ftyle and manner.

The rules v^hich he afterwards lays

down on that fubjed, are too ge-

neral and indefinite to be capable

of ufeful application.

Vanity, national and private,

flattery, party-fpirit, fuperftition,

and falfe philofophy, are the fources

from which he derives the princi-

pal faults in hiftory. Thefe topics

he has touched with great fpirit,

and illuftrated with a variety of

poetical images. Speaking of flat-

tery, he fays

:

But arts of deeper juilp, and bafer wrong,

To Adulation's fubtle fcrihes belong:

They oft, the ir prefent idols lo exalt,

Profanely burfl the coufecrated vault ;

Steal from the buried Chief bright Ho-
nour's plume,

Or ftain with Slander's gall the Statefman's

tomb :

Stay, facrilegious flaves ! with reverence

tread

O'er the bleft afhes of the worthy dead !

See ! where, uninjur'd by the charners

damp,
The Veftal, Virtue, with undying lamp.
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Fond of her toil, and jealous of her truft.

Sits the keen Guardian of their facred

diift,

And thus indignant, from the depth of

earth,

Checks your vile ainn, and vindicates their

worth

:

** Hence ye ! who buried excellence be-
" lied,

" To footh the fordid fpleen of living

" Pride ;

" Go ! gild with Adulation's feeble ray
" Th' imperial pageant of your palling

" day !

" Nor hope to ftain, on bafe Detraflion's
" fcroU,

** A Tully's morals, or a Sidneys
' foul!"—

-

Jufl: Nature will abhor, and Virtue fcorn.

That Pen, tho' eloquence its page adorn.

Which, brib'd by Interefl, or from vain

pretence
To fubtler Wit, and deep-difcerning

Senfe,

Would blot the praife on public toils be-

flow'd,

And Patriot paflions, as a jeft, explode.

The charadler of an accoinplifli-

ed hirtorian is drawn with great

force and boldnefs.

Far other views the liberal Genius fire,

Whofe toils to pure Hiftoric praife afpire

;

Nor Moderation's dupe, nor Faiflion's

brave.

Nor Guilt's apologifl, nor Flattery's Have

:

Wife, but not cunning; temperate, not
cold ;

Servant of Truth, and in that fervice

bold;

Free from all hiafs, fave that juft controul

By which mild Nature fways the manly
foul,

And Rcafon's philanthropic fpirit draws
To Virtue's intertft, and Freedom's caufe ;

Thofe great ennoblcrs of tiie huiiian name,
Pure fprings of power, of happinefs, and

fame

!

The neceflity of chufing a fub-

je£l that is important and interell-

^"g» isjudicioully (hewn from the

failure of Knolles ; and the dan-
ger of dwelling on the diilant and
minute parts of a fubjert really

interelling, is pointed out in the

example of Milton. But the worft

defeft in an hiftorian our author
lays down to be, his fupporting
any fyllem of tyranny. With his

warm and animated expoftulations

on this fubjeft, we fhall conclude
our extrafts.

Negledt alone repays their flight oflFence,

Whofe wand'ring wearies our bewilder'd
fenfe

:

But juft Abhorrence brands his guilty

name.
Who dares to vilify his Country's fame ;

With Slander's rage the pen of Hiftory
grafp.

And pour from thence the poifon of the
Afp;

The murd'rous falfehood, ftifling Ho-
nour's breath !

The flavifli tenet, Public Virtue's death f

With all that undermines a Nation's
health,

And robs the People of their richeft

wealth !

Ye tools of Tyranny ! whofe fervile guile

Would thus pollute the records of our iflc.

Behold your Leader curft with public
hate.

And read your juft reward in Brady's
fate!

Memoirs of the Life of David Gar-
rick, E/q; interfperfed •with Cha-
raSers and Anecdotes of his Thea^

trical Contemporaries. By Tho-
mas Davies. 2 Vol. %vo.

THE life of Mr. Garrick Is

fo intimately connecled with
the hillory of the ftage, of which
he was the unrivalled ornamenc
and a fuccefsful manager for up-
wards of thirty years, that his bio-

grapher has judicioufly chofen to

join them in thefe volumes. The
lovers of theatrical anecdotes will

£nd them a valuable concinuatioa

of the Apology of Colley Cihter, and
both thole who ad, and thofe who
go to fee plays, will meet with

Q^l hinia
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hints for improvement, or fubje£ts

for comparifon.—The author ap-

pears to be every way well quali-

lied for the tafk he has under-

taken. A long acquaintance with

the ftage, as he himfelf informs

us, and an earneft inclination to

excel in the profeffion of adling,

to which he was for many years at-

tached, afforded him an opportunity

to know much of plays and theatri-

cal hiftory. To this account of

himfelf we muft in jullice add, that

the many proofs of candour and

good fenfe, which he has given

throughout his performance, leave

no room to fufpedt, that he has

wilfully mifreprefented either fadls

or charafters.

As we have already given our

readers an account of the Life of

Mr, Garrick, which we do not find

to differ materially from what is re-

lated of him in thefe memoirs, we
fhall feleft, for their entertainment,

fuch parts of the work before us, as

relate to the moll celebrated of his

cotemporaries.

Of Mr. Fleetwood, the patentee,

and the revolt of the comedians of

Drury-lane in 1743, he gives the

following account.
*' Charles Fleetwood, Efq; was

a gentleman of an ancient and re-

fpeftable family, pofTefTed of a

large paternal eftate. His perfon

was genteel, and his manner ele-

gant. His acquaintance, in the

early part of life, with certain

perfons of rank and diftinftion,

proved fatal to him ; they drew
him into many fafhionabie irregu-

larities and exceifes ; they gave

him an unlucky and extravagant

habit for play. Amongft thofe who
are addifted to gaming, there are

many young men of family and

fortune, who are imprudent and

nndefigning ; they generally fall a

prey to the artful, the avaricious,

and fraudulent : the betrayed, in

their turns, become the betrayers

;

nor from this cenfure was Mr.
Fleetwood exempted.

With the remains of his fortune

he was perfuaded, by fome of his

acquaintance, to purchafe the

greateft part of Drury-lane pa-

tent. He fortunately bought at a

time when the proprietors, by a

run of ill fuccefs, were become
weary of their bargain, and wil-

ling to fell cheap what they had
bought at a high price. They
had weakly fallen out with the

moft efteemed of their players, oa
account of a fmall advance in fa-

lary, which they had demanded ;

the fum in difpute did not, I be-

lieve, much exceed 400 1, per an-

num. The afters revolted, and
opened the little theatre in the

Hay-market with fome appearance

of fuccefs.

Fleetwood brought back the fe-

ceders, and united the two com-
panies of Drury-lane and the

Hay-market. When this was ac-

compliflied, he tried all methods

to flrengthen his troop, by gain-

ing fome actors of merit from Co-
vent -garden theatre, with large

and unufual offers. Mr. Quin
was perfuaded to leave his old

mailer Rich, under whofe thea-

trical banners he had fought

twenty years, for the advantageous

income of 500I. a falary till then

unknown in any Englifh theatre.

This was, indeed, to him an an-
nual increafe of 200I. but it muft

be confefTed that Quin offered to

remain in his old ftation for a lefs

fum than that which Fleetwood

offered to give him ; but Rich re-

fufed the propofal, and declared

that
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that no ac*iOr was worth more than

300I. per annum.
For fome years, by the prudent

advice of the principal players,

more efpecially, 1 believe, of Mr.
Charles Mackiin, who was the

only player I ever heard of, that

made afting a fcience ; and the

unremitted labours of this a£lor,

Quin, Clive, Pritchard, and fome

others, the theatre at Drury-lane

was in a ftate of confiderable cre-

dit, and generally filled with the

choicell company. Buc it was im-

poflible to reitrain fo irregular and

expenfive a man as the patentee

within the bounds of prudence

and CEConomy. After he had hap-

pily been obliged to forfake the

praftice of high play, and had
defertcd Arthur's *, he was feized

with an unaccountable paflion for

low diverfion, and took a ilrange

delight in the company of the

meaneil of the human fpecies.

This man of genteel addrefs and
polite manners conceived a pecu-

liar fondnefs for the profeilbrs of

the art of boxing; his time was
divided between fturdy athletics

and ridiculous buffoons ; between
Broughcon, James, and Taylor,

the molt eminent of our boxers,

and the tumblers of Sadler's-Wells

;

the heroic combatants of Hockley
in the Hole and the Bear-Gaiden
graced the patentee's levee almoil

every morning.
Some time before Mr. Garrick's

engagement with this manager,

he had brought all the inmates of

Sadler's-Wells upon his Ilage, and
entertained the public with fights

of tall monrters and contemptible

j-ope- dancers.

The theatre was farmed to one

Plerfon, hii treafurer, who had
lent large fums of money to the

manager. This fellow confidere4

the merits of the beft adtors in no
other vie*v than as they contributed

to the payment of his loan ; the

juft and legal demands of the ailors

were treated by him with info-

lence and contempt: he was civil

to Mr. Garrick, indeed, becaufe

he hoped, by his afting, to get

back the money he had rifqued

upon the patent.

In this diftrafted ftate of Fleet-

wood's management, the ill treat-

ment of the players feemed to call

aloud for redjefs. Bailiffs were
often in poffeffion of the theatre ;

and the properties, cloaths, and
other ftage ornaments of the co-

medians, were fometimes feized

upon by thefe low implements of

the law. Many ridiculous con-

teils and foolifh iquabbles betweea
the aftors and thefe licenfed har-

pies might here be recorded for

the reader's amufement ; I fhall

content myfelf with relating one
of them. The hat of king Rich-
ard the Third, by being adorned
with jewels of pafte, feathers, and
other ornaments, feemed, to the

flieriff's officers, a prey worthy of
their feizure ; but hone:i Davy,
Mr. Garrick's Welch fervant, told

them, they did not know what
they were about ;

*• For, look you,"
faid Davy, •' that hat belongs to

the king." 7 he fellows imagin-
ing that what was meant of Rich-
ard the Third was fpoken of George
the fecond, refigncd their prey,

though with fome reluftance.

Repeated, but ineffcdual ap-
plications, were made to the pa-

tentee, for removal of grievances.

* Generally called White's Chocolate-Houfc,

by
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by Garrkfc, Macklin, Pritchard,

and others. It is true, he did not

treat their remonllrances with

haughtinefs as his treafurer did ;

he litlened to their addrefles with

great calmnefs, as well as affabi-

lity ; he owned the juftice of their

Tcprerentatlons, and the reditude

ci their demands ; he was moft

heartily forry, he protefted, for

what was pall, and promifed very

folemnly to reform every thing

that was amifs. Fair promifes

frequently made, and as often

broken, will tire out the moil pa-

tient tempers; the clamours of

the aftors, but efpecially thofe

>vho had no means of fubfiftence

but their weekly income, were

now fo loud and urgent, that it

becam.e neceffary to look about in

carneft for fome means of fubftan-

tial redrefs.

About the end of the fummer

1743, the aftors found leifure to

digeil a plan for removing the

grievances under which they had

fo long patiently fuffered. About
a dozen of them, the chief of

whom were Garrick, Macklin,

Havard, Berry, Blakes, Mrs.

Pritchard and Mrs. Clive, with

Mills, and his wife, entered into

an affociation, to which others

v/ere invited. A formal agree-

ment was figned, by which they

obliged thenifelves not to accede

to any terms which might be pro-

pofed to them by the patentee,

without the confent of all the fub-

fcribers.

The players were In hopes that

the lord chamberlain would be in-

duced to grant them his favour

and proteftion ; and, in imitation

of one of his predecefibrs, the

witty and benevolent earl of Dor-

set, who refcued Betteiton, Mrs.

Barry, and other aggrieved aflors,

from the tyranny and oppreffion

of Chriltopher Rich, the old pa-

tentee of Drury-lane playhoufe,

grant them a licence or patent

for ading plays at the Opera-houfe
or elfewliere. They drew up a

petition, in which they ftated their

grievances very exadlly, and fup-

ported their claim to redrefs from
a variety of fadls which they of-

fered to prove.

The Duke of Grafton, who was
then chamberlain, received the
petition of the players with cold-

nefs ; inftead of examining into

the merits of their complaints, he
defired to know the amount of
their annual ilipends. He was
much furprized to be informed,

that a man could gain, merely by
playing, the yearly falary of 500I.

His grace obferved, that a near

relation of his, who was then an
inferior officer in the navy, ex-

pofed his life in behalf of his

king and country for lefs than
half that fum. All attempts to

convince the duke that juftice and
right were on the fide of the peti-

tioners, were to no purpofe.

It requires but little art of rea-

foning to confute the duke's argu-

ment: his attempt to compare a
principal a(Slor's income with that

of a fubaltern officer, was very ill

founded : every gentleman that:

would wirti to rife in the fleet or

the army, is obliged to go through

the feveral gradations of prefer-

ment; but the midfhipman and
the cadet both hope to rife to the

higheft office which they can pof-

f;bly attain. Befides, genius fteps

beyond the tedious formalities of

progreffive fervice and limited

praftice. Hawke, Howe, and
Keppelj were forced to ferve in

the
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the navy fome time before they

attained to the rank of lieutenant

;

Garrick, Clive, and Cibber, from

the firft trial of their abilities,

proved themfelves accomplilhed

comedians.

Whilil the players were bufy in

gaining friends to their caufe, and

to promote their fuccefs with the

lord chamberlain, the patentee was

not iale ; he endeavoured to raife

recruits amonglt all the itinerant

aftors in England. Before they

proceeded to greater holHlities,

each party rtrove to juftify their

caufe by appealing to the public

from the prefs. Paul Whitehead,

it is faid, drew his pen for the

manager; and William Guthrie,

the hilloriaa, was the champion

for Mr. Garrick and his party.

Towards the middle of Septem-
ber, the manager was determined

to open his theatre ; but, on muf-
tering his forces, he found him-

felf fo weak, that he could fcarce

aft any play whatever. But upon
being joined by Mrs. Bennet, an

ufeful aftrefs, whom he fufpeded

to be gone over to the revolters,

and by the alfiftance of fome new-
raifed 'orcesj he announced in his

play-bills the Confcious Lovers,

for September the 20th, the ufual

time of beginning to aft plays in

the metropolis.

The compallion of the public,

the efforts of friends, and motives

of curiofity, concurred to bring

together a pretty full audience;

and the play, though but tolera-

bly afted, pafled with applaufe.

The contert between the manager
and the feceders became foon very

unequal. I he latter found all

applications for a new patent in-

eiFeftual. There was now no re-

jncdy left, but to agree with the

manager upon the befl terms that

could be obtained. The matter
ended, as it might have been fore-

feen, from the moment the cham-
berlain turned his back upon the

players. some of the principal

aftors, and fuch as were abfolute-

ly neceflary to the condufting of
the theatrical machine, were ad-

mitted to favour upon reafonable

terms, and were allowed the fame
annual itipendi which they enjoy-

ed before the feceflion ; others of
lefs confequence were abridged of
half their income."

Mr. Lacy fucceeded Fleetwood
as manager of Drury-lane ; at the

fame time Rich, the inventor of

our modern pantomime, govern-
ed tbe theatre at Covent-garden.

The charafters of thefe two lead-

ers, and the important event of

the campaign of 1747, are thus

defcribed.
" John Rich, the fon of Chriflo-

pher Rich, formerly patentee of
Drury-lane theatre. Teems to have
imbibed, from his very early

years, a diflike of the people with

whom he was dellined to live and
daily converfe. We are told, that

his father wiOied rather to acquire

wealth by French dancers, Italian

fingers, and every other exotic ex-

hibition, than by the united (kill

of the moft accomplifhed come-
dians. The fon inherited the fame
odd tafte ; for being left by his

father in the joint poflVflion of the

patent with his brother Chrifto-

pher, and after having inefteftu-

a!ly tried his talent for afting in

the part of the Earl of Eflex, and
fome other important ch .rafter,

he applied himfcjf tothe lludy of

pantomimical rcprefcntacion. In

this he wa> happily very fortunate.

He formed a kind of harlequinade,

unkcow^i
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unknown to this, and, I believe,

to any other country, which he

called a pantomime : it confined

of two parts, one ferious and the

other comic. By the help of gay
fcenes, fine habits, grand dances,

appropriated mufic, and other de-

corations, he exhibited a ftory

from Ovid's Metamorphofes, or

fome other fabulous writer : be-

tween the paufes or afts of this

ferious reprefentation, he inter-

wove a comic fable, confining

chiefly of the courtihip of Harle-

quin and Columbine, with a va-

riety of furprifing adventures and

fudden transformations, which
were produced by the magic wand
of Harlequin.

It is a very fingular circum-

fiance, that of all the pantomimes
which Rich brought on the Itage,

from the Harlequin Sorcerer, in

the year 1717, to the lait which
was exhibited a year before his

death, which fell out in 1761,
there was fcarce one which failed

to pleafe the public, who teftified

their approbation of them forty or

fifty nights fucceffively.

Mr. Lacy, the rival of Mr.
Rich, was a man of good under-

ftanding, uncultivated by educa-

tion.—By a fucceflion of fchemes

he endeavoured to attain affluence

and independence. The firil dawn
of his profperity he owed to his

projefting the rotunda of Rane-
lagh, about forty years fince,

which gained him the fum of

4000I. This building is a Hand-

ing monument of his tafte and in-

genuity. His being appointed

manager for the bankers, who
purchafed the remainder of Mr.
Fleetwood's patent, with a third

of his own, advanced him ftill

higher to public notice ; and the

misfortunes of thefe men, owing
perhaps to an utter defertion of

theatrical entertainments, in the

year of the Scotch rebellion in

1745, were occafionally the mak-
ing of his fortune ; for having,

during the time he was a mana-
ger, frequently attended the duke
of Grafton, then lord chamber-
lain, in his hunting parties, he fo

far ingratiated himfelf in his

grace's favour, that he afterwards,

at the expiration of the old pa-
tent, obtained on very reafonable

terms a new one, the half of which
Mr. Garrick purchafed.

Mr. Lacy was adive and enter-

prifing. He brought Barry from
Ireland ; and, at che fame time,

fecured Macklin, Yates, Berry,

Beard, Neale, Tafwell, Mrs. Clive,

Mrs. Woffington, Mr. and Mrs.
GilFard, and others. He appeared
fo formidable to Rich, that, by
the advice of his counfellors, he
immediately entered into a treaty

with Mr. Garrick, Mr. Quin, and
Mrs. Gibber. Mrs. Pritchard,

Meffrs. Woodward, Chapman,
Hippifley, and Mrs. Green, he
had already bound to himfelf by
articles.

It is not, perhaps, more diffi-

cult to fettle the covenants of a
league between mighty monarchs,
than to adjuft the preliminaries of
a treaty in which the high and
potent princes and princelTes of a
theatre are the parties. Mr. Gar-
rick and Mr. Quin had toO much
fenfe and temper to fquabble about
trifles. After one or two previous

and friendly meetings, they fe-

lefted fuch charaflers as they in-

tended to act without being oblig-

ed to join in the fame play. Some
parts were to be acled by them al-

ternately, particularly Richard the

Third
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Third and Othello. The great

difficulty lay in chufing fuch plays

as they might both appear in to

advantage. The following parts

they confented, as far as I can

recolledt, to a£l together: Lotha-

rio and Horatio in the Fair Pe-

nitent ; in Jane Shore, Haftings

andGloder; in Henry the Fourth,

(firft part) Hotfpur and FalftafF;

in the Dillreffed Mother, Oreftes,

Garrick ; Pyrrhus, Quin ; and, I

believe, Brutus and Laflius in Ju-
lius Csfar. I have feen the cha-

ra<i\er of Caflius accurately deli-

neated in Mr. Garrick's own hand-
writing, which he had extrafted

from Bayle; and it is very proba-

ble that he had given his confent

to a6t the part, but that, on fe-

rious refledlion, he had renounced
his intention, as the weight of ap-

plaufe, in the much-admired fcene

between thefe great men in the

fourth aft of the play, mull have

fallen to the fhare of Brutus.

There was another reafon for re-

jefting Caffius, which, in all pro-

bability, had its force with him ;

he would never willingly put on
the Roman habit.

Mr, Quin foon found, that his

competition with Mr. Garjick,

whofe reputation was hourly in-

creafing, whilft his own was on
the decline, would foon become
inefFedual. His Richard the

Third could fcarce draw together

a decent appearance of company
in the boxes; and he was, with

feme difficulty, tolerated in the

part, when Garrick afted the fame
charafter to crowded houfes, and
with very great applaufe.

The town had often wiffied to

fee thefe great adors fairly match-
ed in two characters of almolt

equal importance. The Fair Pe-

nitent prefented an opportunity to

difplay their feveral merits; though
it mult be owned, that the ba-
lance was as much in favour of
Quin, as the advocate of virtue is

fuperior in argument to the de-
fender of libertinifm.

The fhouts of applaufe, when
Horatio and Lothario met on the

ftage together in the fecond aft,

were fo loud, and fo often repeat-

ed, before the audience permitted

them to fpeak, that the comba-
tants feemed to be difconcerted.

It was obferved that Quin chang-
ed colour, and Garrick feemed to

be embarrafled ; and, it rauft be
owned, that thefe actors were ne-
ver lefs mafters of themfelveSf

than on the firft night of the con-
tell for pre-eminence.——

Notwithftanding the evident dif-

parity arifing from one aftor's

pleading the caufe of truth and
virtue, and the other being en-

gaged on the fide of licentioufnefs

and profligacy, Mr. Quin was, in

the opinion of the bell judges,

fairly defeated ; by ftriving to do
too much, he milled the mark at

which he aimed. The charafter

of Horatio is compounded of de-

liberate courage, warm friendfhip,

and cool contempt of vice. The
lall Quin had in a fuperior de-

gree, but could not rife to an equal

expreffion of the other two. The
ftrong emphafis which he ftamped

on almoil every word in a line,

robbed the whole of that eafe and
graceful familiarity which lliould

have accompanied the elocution

and aftion of a man who is calmly

chaftifing a vain and audacious

boaller.

When Lothario gave Horatio

the challenge, Quin, inllead of

accepting il inllantaneouny, with

the
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the determined and unembarrafled

brow of fuperior bravery, made a

long paufe, and dragged out the

words,

" ril rr.eet thee there !"

in fuch a manner as to make it

appear abfolutely ludicrous. He
paufed fo long before he fpoke,

that fomebcdy, it was faid, call-

ed out from the gallery, ** Why
don't you tell the gentleman

whether you will meet him or

not?" 1

The fuccefs of the Lying Valet

and Lethe induced Mr. Garrick to

try his fortune once more as a

writer; and Mifs in her Teens
was the produce of his mufe; a

farce, in which cowardice and

efreminacy are fo happily con-

trafted, and llrongly ridiculed,

that it will for a long time main-

tain its ground in the theatre.

This petit-piece was adted a great

number of nights. Mr. Quin was

called upon to play forae of his

charaders during its reprefenta-

tion. He complied at firlt, but

foon after repented : he furlily

fwore he would not hold up the

tail of any farce, ** Nor /hall he,"

faid Mr. Garrick, when he was

told what Quin had faid ;
*• I

will give him a month's holidays."

He picked out of the prompter's

lift of plays a!l fuch as could be

a«^ed without Quin, and were not

fuppofed to have any internal

ftrength to draw company of them-
felves. To thefe Mifs in her
Teens was tacked every night for

above a month, or five weeks.
Quin would fcmeiimes, during

the run of the farce, pay a vifi: to

the theatre ; but on being told

that the houfe was c-ouded, he

would give a fignificant growl,

and withdraw.

The great run of company to

Covent-garden left Drury-lane in

a Itate of inferiority and defpon-

dency.—Lacy having about this

time, prevailed on the duke of
Grafton to promife a renewal of
the Drury-lane patent, he wifely

thought, the beft way to fecure fo

valuable an acquifition as Mr.
Garrick, would be to offer him
the moiety of it.

The tender of fo confiderable

and valuable a thing as the half

of a patent, was by no means un-
pleafing to Mr. Garrick ; he con-
fulted his friends, who all advif-

ed him to purchafe it on reafona-

ble terras. By paying the mode-
rate fum of eight thoufand pounds,

he became joint-patentee of Drury-
lane theatre with Mr. Lacy. This
tranfadtion was finifhed to the fa-

tisfadion of both parties, about
the end of March, or beginning
of April, 1747.
Mr. Rich, though he was vifi-

bly acquiring very large property

by fuch a conftant fuccelTion of
good houfes, and principally by
the means of his adtors, did not

feem to enjoy or underftand the

happinefs of his fituation. It was
imagined, by thofe who knew his

humour beft, that he would have
been better pleafed to fee his great

comedians fhew away to empty
benches, that he might have had

an opportunity to. mortify their

pride, by bringing out a new
pantomime, and drawing the town
after his raree-fhow. Often would
he take a peep at the houfe through

the curtain, and as often, from
difappointment and difguft, ari-

fing from the view of a full audi-

ence.
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ence, break out into the follow-

ing exprelfions, " What, are you

there ! Well, much good may it

do you."
Though he might have eafily

fixed Mr. Garriclc in his fcrvice,

long before he had bargained for

a fnare of Drury-lane patent, he

gave himfclf no concern, when
he was told of a matter fo fatal to

his interert; he rather feemed to

confider it as a releafe from a dif-

agreeable engagement, and con-

foled himfelf with mimicking the

great atSor. It was a ridiculous

fight to fee the old man upon his

knees, repeating Lear's curfe to

his daughter, after Garriclc's man-
ner, as he termed it ; while feme
of the players, who ilood round
him, gave him loud applaufes

;

and others, though they were

obliged to join in the general ap-

probation, heartily pitied his fol-

ly, and defpifed his ignorance.

I am authorifed to aflert, that

the profits arifing from plays at

Covent-garden theatre, from Sep-

tember 1746, to the end of May,
1747, amounted to eight thouland

five hundred pounds. And let no
man think this an exorbitant fum,
which was earned by a Garrick, in

conjundlion wih many excellent

comedians, when it can be prov-

ed, that in one year, after pay-

ing all expences, eleven thouland

pounds were the produce of Mr.
Maddock's (the ftraw-man's) agi-

lity, added to the inferior talents

of the players, at the fame houfc,

feme few years afterwards."

His fhort (ketch of an adrefs fo

celebrated for beauty of counte-

nance and elegance of form, as

well as merit in her profeflion, as

Mrs. Wotiington, cannot but be

acceptable (o our readers.

" Mrs. Margaret WofHngton was
born at Dublii) in 1718. For her

education, in the very early part

or life, fhe was indebted to Ma-
dame Vioiante, a French woman
of good reputation, and famous
for feats of agility. She is occa-

fionally mentioned in Swift's De-
fence of Lord Cart?ret. From
her inllrudions little Wcfnngcon
learned that eafy adlion and grace-

ful deportment, which ihe after-

wards endeavoured, with unre-

mitting application, to improve.

When the Beggar's Opera was
firfi: aifled at Dublin, it was fo

much applauded and admired,

that all ranks of people flocked to

fee it. A company of children,

under the title of Lilliputians,

were encouraged to reprefcnt this

favourite piece at the Theatre
Royal ; and Mifs Wofiington,

then in the tenth year of her age,

made a very diltinguifhed figure

amongfl thefe pigmy comedians.

She appeared, for the hrit time

in London, at the theatre in Co-
vent-garden, in 1738. Her choice

of charafter excited the curiofity

of the public: Sir H?rry Wild-
air, afted by a woman, was a

novelty : this gay, diflipated,

good-humoured rake, fhe repre-

fented with fo much eafe, ele-

gance, and propriety of deport-

ment, that no male aftor has

fince equalled her in that part

:

fhe acquitted herfelf fo much to

the general fatisiailion, that ic

became fafliionable to fee Mrs.
Woffington perfonate Sir Harry
Wildair. The managers foon

found it to be their intereil to an-

nounce her frequently for that

favourite charatler ; it proved

a conltant charm to iill their

hou fes.
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In Dublin (he tried her powers

cf afting a tragedy rake, for Lo-
thario is certainly of that call:

;

but whether (he was as greatly ac-

complifhed in the manly tread of

the bufkin'd libertine, as fhe was

in the genteel walk of the gay

gentleman in comedy, I know
i^ot ; but it is certain that fhe did

not meet with the fame approba-

tion in the part of Lothario, as in

that of Wildair.

Her chief merit in a6ling, I

think, confifted in the reprefenta-

tion of females in high- rank, and

of dignified elegance, whofe graces

in deportmentjf as well as foibles,

ihe underftood, and difplayed in a

very lively and plcafing nr:anncr.

The fafhir able irregularities and

fprightly coquetry of a Millamaiit,

a Lady Townly, Lady Betty Mo-
dilh, and Maria in the Non-
Juror, were exhibited by Woffing-

ton with that happy cafe and

gaiety, and with fuch powerful

attrafticn, that the excefies of

thefe charadlers appeared not only

pardonable, but agreeable.

But this adlrefs did not confine

herfelf to parts of fuperior ele-

gance ; fhe loved to wanton with

ignorance when combined with

abfurdity, and to play with petu-

lance and folly, with peevilhnefs

and vulgarity : thofe who remem-
ber her Lady Pliant in Congreve's

Double Dealer, will recollett with

great pleafure her whimfical dif-

covery of paffion, and her auk-

wardly afTumed prudery : in Mrs.

Day, in the Committee, flie made
no fcruple to difguife her beautiful

countenance, by drawing on it

the lines of deformity, and the

wrinkles of old age ; and to put

on the tawdry habiliments and

vulgar manners cf an old hypo-
critical city vixen.

As, in her profeflion, (he aimed
at attaining general excellence,

fhe ftudied feveral parts of the

mod pathetic, as well as lofty

clafs in tragedy ; and was refolved

to perfeft herfelf in the grace and
grandeur of the French theatre.

With this view fhe vificed Paris ;

here fhe was introduced to Ma-
demoifelle Dumefnil, an aftrefs

celebrated for natural elocution

and dignified atlion. Colley
Gibber, at the age of feventy,

profejTed himfelf Mrs. Wofnng-
ton's humble admirer; he thought
himfelf happy to be her Cicilbeo

and inftrudor ; his great delight

was to play Nykin, or Fondle-
wife in the Old Batchelor, to her

Cocky, or Letitia, in the fame
play.

On her return from Paris, fhe

adled with approbation fome parts

in tragedy, particularly Andro-
mache and Hermione in the Dif.

trefTed Mother, which, to fhew
her proficiency, fhe played alter-

nately ; but fhe never could attain

to that happy art of fpeaking,

nor reach that fkill of touching

the paflions, fo juftly admired in

Cibber and Pritchard. Old Col-

ley, her mailer, was himfelf a

mean aftor in tragedy, though he
was extremely fond of the bufkin ;

he taught her to recite fo pom-
poufly, that nature and paffion

were not feldom facrificed to a

falfe glare of eloquence. The
teacher infilled upon a particular

to/te, as he called it, in the de-

clamation of his pupils.

Mr. Garrick's acquaintance with

Mrs. Woffington commenced, I

believe, in Ireland, when he firll

3 vifued
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vlfited that kingdom, in 1742 ;

ihe afted Cordelia and Ophelia to

his l.ear and Hamlet. When he

coirmenced patentee, in 1747,
he found her one of the articled

comedians of iVlr. Lacy ; but, as

he brought with him from Covent-

garden Mrs. Cibber and Mrs.

Prit-!iard, (he thought her conci-

ruing at Drury-lane would be at-

tended with many difagreeable

contentions for characlers. Be-
fore that time, Clive and Wof-
fington had cla(hed on various

occafions, which brougiit forth

fquabbles, diverting enough to

their feverul partizans aniongil the

aftors. Worhngton wa? well-

bred, feemingly difpafiionate, and
at all times millrefs of heifelf.

Clive was frank, open, and im-
petuous ; what came uppermoft in

her mind, fhe fpoke without re-

ferve : the other blunted the Iharp

fpeeches of Clive by her appa-

rently civil, but keen and iarcaf-

tic replies ; thus (he often threw
Clive off her guard by an arch fe-

verity, which the warmth of the

other could not eafily parry.

No two women of high rank
ever hated one another more un-
refervedly than thefe great dames
of the thtatre. But though the

pa(rions of each wert as lofty as

thofe of a firit dutchefs, yet they

wanted the courtly art of conceal-

ing them ; and this occafioned

now and then a very grotefque

fcene in the Green-room.
Mrs. Woffington, after afling a

Jew years with Mr. Ric;., engag-
ed herfelf, in 175 1, ro Mr, .She-

ridan, the manager of the Dublin
theatre. Here (lie continjed thrje

yenfs, and was the admiration of
the puolic in a variety of parts,

Uagic and comic. Her company
Vol.. XXiU.

was fought after by men of the
iirft rank and diftindion ; perfoos

of the grriveft charader, and moll
eminent for learning, were proud
of her acquaintance, and charmed
with her converfation. She was,
I think, chofen prefident of a fe-

ledl fociety of beaux efprits, call-

ed the Beefsteak Club, and was
the only woman in the company.

She frankly declared, that Cnc

preferred the company of men to

that of women : the latter, fhe

faid, talked of nothing but filks

and fcandal. Whether th-Js parti-

cular preference of the converfa-

tion of males might not take its

rife from her not being admitted
to vifjt certain ladies of quality, I

will not take upon me to lay ; but
(he certfLinly had not that free ac-

cefs to women of rank and virtue

which was permitted to Oldfield

and Cibber.

Mrs. Wellington was miftrcfs of
a good underftanding, which was
much improved by company and
book?. She had a moil attradive

fprightlinefs in her manner, and
dearly loved to pnrfue the baga-
telle of vivacity and humour: (he

was affable, good-natured, and
charitfible. When (he returned
to London, in J7>^. (he once
more engaged herfelf to Mr. Rich ;

and died, about a year before his

death, of a gradual decay."

Mr. Mallrch or Mallet, the au-
thor of Elvira, and (everal other

dramatic compoiitions, makes too

confpicuous a ligure in thefe me-
moirs to be omitted.

•• This author, fays Mr. Davies,

was, when very young, janitor of
the High School of Edinburgh.
His real name was Macgregor, a
member of a Scotch clan, which
R had
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bad rendered themfelves fo noto-

rious, as well as obnoxious to the

l.ws, for a£h of violence and rob-

bery, that they were obliged, by
an aft of parliament, to change
the name of Macgregor for ano-

ther. Our author chofe that of

IVIalloch ; but after having ufed it

fome time, and figned it to a de-

dication, he thought it founded fo

impolitely and was fo unharmo-
nious, that he afterwards foftened

it into Mallet. The firll pro-

duftion of his mufe, and when he
was very young, was a fweet and
plaintive ballad called William and
Margaret. Captain I'hompfon,
the editor of Andrew Marvell's

works, declares that he found this

poetical nofegay among many other

produdions of the fame author in

a folio MS. of his works, and
with feveral poems publifhed by
Mr. Addifon in the Speftator.

The Englifh poetry, in Mar-
vell's time, was certainly not ar-

rived at that elegance and har-

mony fo vifible in the fong of

William and Margaret, and the

hymns and verfions of pfalms in

the SpeSlator; which latter bear

evident marks of their being Mr.

Addifon's own compoiition. Nor

can I prefume to rob Mr. Mallet

of the merit of writing William

and Margaret, on fo flender a

proof as that of its being found

in a volume of manufcript poems

attributed to Mr. Marvell, a

name w'oich deferves to be revered

by every fincere lover of his coun-

try. Mr- Mallet having diftin-

guilhed himfelf as a man of learn-

ino- and capacity, was appointed

pru'ate tutor to his grace the

Duke of Montrofe, and his bro-

ther. Lord George Graham. Soon

after, he went" abroad with Mr.

Craggs ; and after he returned to

England, he wrote his tragedy of

Eurydice, which was adted at the

theatre in Drury-lane in 1731.
Aaron Hill wrote the prologue and
epilogue, and was enthufiaftically

warm in his praifes of the play,

though he found great fault with

the ading of it. Eurydice is not

written to the heart ; the language
is not original in many places,

but borrowed from other plays

;

nor are the fituations in which the

charaders are placed interefting,

any more than the charaders

themfelves are juftly or power-
fully drawn ; Periander and Pro-

cles are Tamerlane and Bajazet,

only in difiimilar fituations of for-

tune.

We have in this play rage with-

out producing terror, and grief

that caufes no commiferation.

Eurydice was confiderably altered

and revived almoil thirty years af-

ter its firft reprefentation. The
principal charaders were perfonat-

ed by Mr. Garrick and Mrs.
Cibber, but to no efied. The
paflions of love and jealoufy are,

of all others, the moll capable of
afFeding the minds of the fpeda-
tors ; but all the rage of a Gar-
rick, and pathos of a Cibber,

could not extort a tear from the

audience. But the author would
not take the blame upon himfelf

;

he fat in the orcheltra, and be-

llowed his execrations plentifully

upon the players, to whom he
attributed the cold reception of
his tragedy.

Soon after the firft ading of

Eurydice he publiflied his poem
of Verbal Criticifm ; a trite fa-

tire on pedants and pedantry,

compofed of fuch common-place

raillery as that with which fmall

3 wits
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wits ufually attack great and emi-

nent fcholars. Bentley's Paradifc

Loft was indeed a fair mark for

cenfure; and we muft, I am
afraid, reckon it amongll the do-

tages of that learned man, who
publiiTied his edition of Milton in

a very advanced age. But Mal-

let's attack upon Theobald was

equally ignorant and illiberal;

for the Shakfpeare Reftored of this

writer laid the foundation of juil

criticifm upon our great poet.

However, the poem was written

with a delign to ingratiate the

author with Mr. Pope, who foon

after introduced him to Lord Bo-
lingbroke.

Thomfon and Mallet were re-

commf^nded to the patronage of

Frederick Prince of Wales, who
appointed them both his fecreia-

ries. 7'he politicks of St. James's

and of Leicefter Houfe being very

oppofite, thefe writers were em-
ployed by the friends of the prince

to juftify his conduct, and vindi-

cate his caufe, by attacking the

adminillration of Sir Robert Wal-
pole.

The two poets did not pretend

to underiiand political argument,
but were fuppofed capable of in-

terefting the public in favour of

their mafter's caafe by the art of

working up a fable in a iragedy,

and in the drawing charafters,

and giving them fuch language,

as an audience could not fail pro-

perly to apply. Thomfon, under

the aufpices of his great patron,

bpoughr his Agamemnon on
Drury-lane ftage. 1 remember
the following fpeech of the prin-

cipal charaiSler in the play, which
was fpoken to ^giilhus, was
greatly applauded :

But the moft fruitful fource

Of every evil—O ! tha: I in thunder

Cjuld found it o'er the lift'ning world

to kings,

Is dilegating fnoer to ivkkcd bands.

Agamemnon, though well a6l-

ed, for Mrs. Porter in advanced
age and lame was prevailed on to

perform Ciytemnellra, was not

written agreeably to the talle of'

the critics, who very juftly ob-
ferved, that he had not entirely

preferved ancient manners and
characters; Clyteraneftra did not
refemble the portrait drawn of her
by ^fchylus, which is more con-
fiftent and agreeable to hiftorv.

The difpleafure of the audience
fliown to certain fcenes produced
a whimiical eifefl upon the au-
thor; he had promifed to meet
feme fiiends at a tavern as foon.

as the play was ended, but he was
obliged to defer his attending
them to a very late hour. When
he came, they aCced him the reafon

of his Hay; he told them, that the

criticks had fweated him fo terri-

bly, by their fevere treatment of
certain parts of his tragedy, that

the perfpiration was fo violent, as

to render his wig unlit to wear;
and that he had fpent a great deal

of time amongll the peruke-mak-
ers in procuring a proper cover
for his head.

Though Thomfon's Edward and
Eleonora was excluded the ftage,

becaufe the licenfer faw, as he
imagined, a formidable attack

upon the minifter; Mallet's Muf-
tapha, which was faid to glance
at the king and Sir Robert Wal-
pole, in the charafters of Soly-

man the Magnificent and Ruftan
his vifier, was afled with great

applaufe.

R 2 04
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On the firft night of its exhibi-

tion were aflembled all the chiefs

in oppofition to the court ; and
many fpeeches were applied by the

audience to the fuppofed grievan-

ces of the times, and to perfons

and characters. The play was in

general well afted ; more particu-

larly the parts of Solyman and
IVIullapha, by Qiiin and Mil-
ward. Mr, Pope was prefent, in

the boxes ; and at the end of the

play went behind the kenes, a

place which he had not vifited for

fome years. Ke expreffed him-

felf to be well pleafed with his en-

tertainment ; and particularly ad-

drelled himlelf to Quin, who was

greatly flattered with the diftinc-

tion paid him by fo great a man ;

and when Pope's fervant brought

his mafter's fcariet cloke, Quin
infilled upon the honour of put-

ting it on him.

Thomfon and Mallet were foon

after commanded by the Prince

of Wales to write the mafque of

Alfred, to celebrate the birth-

day of Lady Augufta, his eldeft

daughter, which was twice adted,

in the gardens of Clifden, by
Quin, Milward, Mrs. Clive, Mrs.

Horton, and other players. The
accommodations for the company,
I was told, were but fcanty, and
ill managed ; and the players

were not treated as perfons ought

to be who are employed by a

prince. Quin, I believe, was ad-

mitted among thofe of the higher

order ; and Mrs. Clive might be

fafely trufted to take care of her-

felf any where.

Mr. Mallet's reputation was

now fo highly advanced, that the

Duchefs of Marlborough left

1000 1. by legacy to him and Mr.

Glover, as a reward for writing

the life of the Duke of Marlbo-
rough. The latter declining the

tafle, the whole fum became the

property of the former.

Mr. Mallet, after the death of
his friend Thomfon, which hap-
pened in 1748, refumed the ftory

of Alfred, on which they had
written in conjundtion. He ob-
ferved that in the firft fketch, Al-
fred was but the fecond charafter

in his own piece ; and this, I

imagine, was owing to the influ-

ence of Quin, whofe manner of
fpeaking and figure were better

adapted to the part of the hermit

than Alfred. He found himfelf

obliged to make great alterations,

more agreeable to the dignity of

the principal part, and more fuit-

ed to Mr. Garrick's powers, who
undertook to aft it. Abundance
of fongs, and fome odes, were
added, and many new incidents

and charafters ; fo that little of

the old mafque remained. In de-

corations of magnificent triumphal

arches, dances of furies, various

harmony of mufick and incanta-

tions, fine fcenes and drefles, this

mafque exceeded every thing

which had before made its ap-

pearance on the Englifh ftage.

Mr. Mallet, in the end of the

year 1748, was employed by his

patron, Bolingbroke, in a bufi-

nefs which, if he had any feeling,

muft have been very difagreeable

to him, the writing the preface to

an edition of the Patriot King, in

which he was obliged to cenfure

the conduft of his friend Mr.
Pope. This great man had been

cntrufted with feveral printed co-

pies of the book, and enjoined to

communicate the knowledge of it

to a few feleft perfons only; but

he had, unknown to the author,

printed
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printed an edition privately of 1500

copies.

Lord Bolingbroke died in De-
cember 175!, and left all his writ-

ings, publidied and unpubliflied,

to Mr. Mallet ; but with refpeft

to thofe political works printed in

his life-time, he exprefled him-

felf cautioufly, as if he forefaw

that fomebody would lay claim to

them ; and therefore he left them

to his legatee, as far as he lawfully

could.

When Mallet had prepared

Lord Bolingbroke's works for the

prefs, he was fuprifed with a

claim of Mr. Richard Franckiin,

the printer, who had, in 1726,

publi&ed Lord Bolingbroke's Po-

iitical Trafts ; and in 1735-6 re-

tailed in the Craftfman his Re-
marks upon the Hiflory of Eng-
land, and his DifTertation on Par-

ties ; and afterwards, by the con-

sent, or at leaft connivance, of the

author, printed them in feparate

volumes. He and Mr. Mallet

were advifed, by Mr. Garrick

and other friends, to leave the

natter in difpute to the arbitra-

tion of two perfons who were fup-

pofed by them to be competent

judges of the quedion. Mallet

named Mr. Garrick's friend, Mr.
Draper, a partner of Jacob Ton-
fon ; and Franckiin chofe Mr.
Thomas Wotton, an eminent

tookfeller, who had retired from

bufinefs. A writing was drawn,

wherein the queftion was ftated,

and a power given to the umpires

to decide upon it, figned by the

parties.

After mature deliberation, the

arbitrators gave their decree in

writing, as follows : That Mr.
Mallet Ihould pay Mr. Franckiin

the fum of two hundred pounds

for leave to print the political

works of Lord Bolingbroke, which,

had been publifhed in his lord-

fhip's life-time, in a complece
colleflion of the faid nobleman's
writings, and in any form which
he thought proper, and as often

as he pleafed ; with this provifo,

that Mr. Franckiin Ihould be at

liberty to print the books in

queftion in feparate volumes, as

ufual.

Mr. Mallet did by no means
approve the dccifion ; and Franck-
iin, by truiling to his honour, in

not having infilled upon bonds of
arbitration, was deprived of the

benefit of the award.

The fum of two hundred pounds,
for leave to print two or three old

volumes, will doubtlefs appear at

prefent too large a gratification ;

but, at that time, the right of
copy was efteemed a valuable per-

petuity ; and we cannot now con-
demn two very intelligent and
honeft men for a decifion in fa-

vour of that property which was
fo difterently rated above fix and
twenty years ago. Mr. Mallet's

condudl will not bear j unification.

But though we cannot defend his

behaviour, we may perhaps al-

ledge fomething by way of ex-
cufe. Mr. Mallet and his lady
appeared to all the world to be the
happieft couple in it, and I de-
fire to have no doubt that they
really were what they wiftied ihc

world fhould think them. How-
ever, Mrs. Mallet, co her cxcef-

five love, joined the moll con-
fummate prudence. Every (hil-

ling of her fortune, which amount-
ed to fcven or eight thoufand
pounds, fhe fettled upon htrfelf;

but then flie took all imaginable

care that Mr. Mallet ihould ap-
R 3 pear



a46 ANNUAL REGISTER, 1780.

pear like a gentleman of diftinc-

tion, and, from her great kindnefs,

fhe always purchaied every thing

that he wore ; hat, ftockings, coat,

wairtcoat, &c. were all of her own
choice, as well as at her own coil;

and fuch was the warmth of her

fondnefs, that (he took care all

the world fhould know the pains

flie beftowed on her hulband's

drefs *.

Mallet dreamt of getting golden

mountains by Bolingbroke's lega-

cy ; he was fo fanguine in his ex-

pectations, that he rejetled the

oiFer of three thoufand pounds,

tendered to him by Mr. Millar

the bookfeller, for the copy-right

of that nobleman's works'; at the

fame time he was fo diltreffed for

caih, that he was forced to borrow

money of the fame Mr. Millar, to

pay his ftationer and printer.

Mallet heartily repented his re-

fufal of the Bookfeller's offer, for

the firft impreffion of his edition of

Bolingbioke's works was not fold

off in twenty years.

Mr. Mallet's mafque of Britan-

nia was aded in 1755. ^''* Gar-
rick fpoke a humourous epilogue

to it in the charafter of a drunken
failor, part of which he compofed
himfelf. Britannia was reprefent-

cd by Mrs, Jefferfon, the moft

complete figure in beauty of coun-

tenance and fymmetry of form I

ever beheld. This good woman
(for fhe was as virtuous as fair)

was fo unaffcded and fimple in her

behaviour, that fhe knew not her

power of charming. Her beauti-

ful figure and majeiuck flep in the

charafter of Anna Bullen, drew
the admiration of all who faw her.

She was very tall j and, had Ihe

been happy in abilities to aft cha-

rafters of coniequence, fhe would
have been an excellent partner in

tragedy for Mr. Barry. In the vi-

ciffitudes of itinerant adling, {he

had been often reduced, from the

fmall number of players in the

company fhe belonged to, to dif-

guife her lovely form, and to afTume

parts very unfuitable to fo dehcate

a creature.

When fhe was afked what cha-

rafters fhe excelled in moft, fhe in-

nocently replied, 0/<^«?^K in comedy,

meaning fuch parts as Fondlewife

in the Old Bachelor, and Sir Jea-

lous Traffick in the Bufy Body.

She died fuddenly at Plymouth, as

fhe was looking at a dance that

was praflifing for the night's re-

prefentation.

Mr. Mallet obtained a penfion

from the minirtry in 1757, and

was employed to write a vindica-

tion of their meafures, and more
particularly refpedling their fend-

ing a fleet into the Mediterranean,

under Byng ; this he efteded in

a letter, written, as it is faid in

the title, by a plain man, which

was publifhed in a large fheet of

paper j the miniflers were foon

after changed : however, his old

friends had the intereft to procure

him a very confiderable place in

the cufloms, which he enjoyed till

his death.

Till the year 1763, we hear

nothing of Mallet, except a dedi-

cation of his poems to the late

Duke of Marlborough, in which

he promifes himfelf fpeedily the

honour of dedicating to him the

life of his great relation. In the

preface to his Alfred, publifhed

with his other works in 1759, he

** Mr. Mallet"s favourite drefs was a fuit of black velvet,

ha4
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had there fuppre/Ted what he had Marlborough?" — " That's my
faid in a former advertifement to bufinefs, my dear friend (rejoined

that mafque, publilhed in 1751, Mallet;) but I tell you, 1 have

that it was written to amufe him- done it."—" Well, taith, Mal-

felf, amidll the fatigues of his let, you have the art of furprifing

great work, the life of the Duke of your friends in the moll unex-

Marlborough. pefted and the politell manner;

However, this life, of which he but why won't you, now, who are

never wrote one line, ferved him as fo well qualified, write fomeching

a kind of ftali^inff-horfe, to reach for the lla^e ? You ihoukl relax.

at any game which he had in

profpedl.

When he had finilTied his El-

vira, he caft about in what man-
ner he could belt prevail upon

Interpone tuis—ha r you know 1 for

I am fure the theatre is a mere

matter of diverfion, a pleafure to

you
" Why faith (faid the other) to

Mr. Garrick to aft it. He knew tell you the truth, I have, when-

that his revived Eurydice, and his ever I could rob the duke of an

mafque of Britannia, had done /hour or fo, employed myfelf ia

nothing for the managers, though adapting La Motte's Ines de

he had gained fomething by them Caltro to the Englifh ftage, and

himfelf. He waited 011 Mr. Gar- here it is." The manager em-
rick, in the ufual intercourfe of
friendfljip, with Elvira in his

pocket.

After the common falute, Mr.
Garrick afked him, what it was
that employed his iludies. •' Why,

braced Elvira with rapture, and

brought it forward with all expe-

dition*.

A gentleman of the law, who
could not mifs fuch an opportu-

nity of laughing at Mr. Garrick's
upon my word, faid Mallet, I am vanity, met him one day, and told,

eternally fatigued with preparing him he had been applied to by the
and arranging materials for the bookfeliers to publifli an edition of
life of the great Duke of Marl- the Statutes at Large, and he hoped
borough ; all my nights and days he fhould hnd a fnug nich in them
are occupied with that hiftory ; to introduce him.
and you know., Mr. Garrick, that The ilory of Elvira is excecd-
it is a very bright and interelling ingly affeding, and Mrs. Cibber
period in the Brltilh annals. But would excite tears, if polfible,

hark you, my friend! do you from infenfibiiity ; but the ftyle

know that I have found out a pret- of Mallet is not dramatick ; it is

ty fnug nich in it for you f" laboured and atlefted, void of
'• Heh ! how's that! a nich for nature and fimplicity. The play
me I (faid the manager, turning was well aded, but I believe it

quickly upon him, hie eyes fpark- was Hopped at the ninth night.
ling with unufual fire.) How the Some application made by the pit

devil could you bring me into the to an unpopular nobleman did no
hiftory of John Churchill Duke of manner of fervice io it. MalLt,

* Dr. Johnfon, in his life of Mallet, places this anecdote to the Mafque of
Alfred.

R 4 alarmed
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alarmed at the difcontinuing the

run ot his laft and favourite ofF-

fpring, acquainted Mr Gar ick by

a note, that he had received forty

cards from perfcnsof diftindion, all

of whom defired to know the rea-

fon why his play was flopped ; and
for anuver, he had referred ihcm to

him, the pro^per judge.

Mr. Garrick bud no (^omach to

repeat the atjing of a tragedy that

was not approved by the public,

and in which he had received fuch

lignal inorcification. The part of

Don Pedro in Elvira was the laii

jiew character he ever adted.

I have faid a great deal of this

gentleman, and yet there was a

lirikjng peculiarity in his conduit

that I ought not to omit, as it may
very probably convey fome ufeful

adi'ice to others. He was a great

frecrthinker, and a very frce-

fpeaker of his free-thoughts ; he

made no fcruple to difleminate his

fceptical opinions wherever he

could with any propriety introduce

them.
At his own table indeed, the

lady of the houfe (who was a

ftaunch advocate for her hulband's

opinions) would often, in the

warmth of argument, fay '* Sir,

ive deijis,"

She once made ufe of this ex-

prefiion in a mixed company to

David Hume, who refufed the in-

tended compliment, by afTerting

that he was a very good Chriftian;

for the truth of which he appeal-

ed to a worthy clergyman prefent
;

and this occafioned a laugh, which

a little difconcerted the lady and
Mr. Mallet.

The leifture upon the non cre-

den.-'a of ti;e free-thinkers was rcr

peated fo often, and urged with

ii» '^uch earneilnefs, that the infe-

rior domefticks became foon as a-

ble difpotanis as the heads of the

family. The fellow who waited

at table being thoroughly convinc-

ed, that for any of his mifdeeds

he (hould have no after-account to

make, wasrefolved to profit by the

dcdrine, and made off with many
things of value, particularly the

plate. Luckily he was fo ciofely

purfued, that he was brought back
with his prey to his mafter's houfe,

who examined bim before fome
feleft friends. Ac firft, the man
was fullen, and would anfwer no
queftions put to him ; but being

urged to give a reafon for his in-

famous behaviour, he refolutely

faid, '' Sir, 1 had heard you fo

often talk of the impofiJDiiity of a

future Hate, and that alter death

there was no reward for virtue, or

punifnment for vice., that I was

tempted to commit the robbery.*
*' Well ; but you rafcal (replied

Pvlallet) had you no fear of the

gallows ?" ' Sir, faid the fellow

(looking llernly at his malter)

what is that Co you, if I had a

mind to venture that ? you had
removed my greateft terror; why
fhould I fear the lefTer .?' Mr.
Mallet died April 21, 1765."

We /hall conclude our extracts

from this entertaining mifcellany

with the foilowing anecdotes of

two celebrated and much admired

theatrical perfonages, Mrs. Clive,

and Mr. Foote.
" About a year after Mrs. Pritch-

ard had withdrawn from the thea-

tre, her conltant companion and
friend, Mrs. Clive, determined to

follow her example ; had fhe

thought proper, Ihe could have

continued feveral years longer to

delight the public in various cha-

rafters
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rafters adapted to her figure and

time of life; for to the laft fhe

was admirable and unrivalled.

Mr. Garrick fent Mr. Hopkins,

the prompter, to her, to know
whether Ihe v,as in earneit in her

intention of leaving the ftage.

To fuch a meflenger Mrs. Clive

difdained to give an anfwer. To
Mr. George Garrick, whom he

afterwards deputed to wait on her

upon the fame errand, this high-

fpirited aftrefs was not much more
civil ; however, (he condefcended

to tell him, that, if his brother

wiflied to know her mind, he

fiiould have called upon her him-
felf. When the manager and
Mrs, Clive met, their interview

was Ihort, and their difcourfe cu-

rious. After fome compliments
on her great merit, Mr. Garrick

wiftied, he faid, that fhe would
continue, for her own fake, fome
years longer on the ftage. This
civil fuggeftion (he anfwered by a

look of contempt, and a decifive

negative. He afked how much
ihe was worth ; (he replied brifkiy,

as much as himfelf. Upon his

fmiling at her fuppofed ignorance

or mifinformation, ihe explained

herfelf, by telling him, that jhe

knew when (he had enough,
though ^> never would. He then

entreated her to renew her agree-

ment for three or four years ; (he

peremptorily refufed. Upon re-

peating his regret at her leaving

the ilage, (he abruptly told him,
that (he hated hypocrily ; for fhe

was fure that he would light up
candles for joy of her leaving him,
but that it would be attended with

fome expence.— Every body will

fee there was an unneccirary fmart-

ncfs in the lady's language, ap-

proaching to rudenefs ; but how-

ever it was her way, as her friend

Mrs. Pritchard ufed toexprefsit.

The other anecdote relates to

tranfaftions between Mr. Garrick
and Mr. Foote, which, if the
whole of them be true, place the

profligacy of the one, arifing from
his irregularities, and the timi-

dity of the other, ariling from his

vanity, in a llriking point of view,

Thefe rivals would often meet
at the houfes of perfons of falhioD,

who were glad to have two fucK

guefts at their table ; though they

certainly (hould have entertained

their friends feparately ; for Mr.
Garrick was a mu/a per/ona in the

prefence of Foote : he was all

admiration when this great genius

entertained the company, and no
man laughed more heartily at his

lively fallies than he did. It mult

he owned that he tried all methods
to conciliate Foote's mind, fo far

at leaft as to prevail upon him co

forbear his illiberal attacks upon
him when abfent ; and this he

ought to have done for his own
lake, for Foote often rendered his

converfacion difgufting by his

naufeous abule of Mr. Garrick;

but, the more fenlibility the latter

difcovered, the greater price the

former put upon his ceafmg from

hoftilities.

The great fuccefs of the Strat-

ford Jubilee, when exhibited, in

the winter of 1770, at Drury-lane,

infpired this envious man with

the deiign of producing a mock
procelTion in imitation of it, and
of introducing Mr. C/krrick upoa
his llage. He confidered him as

fit goods to bring to his market;

a man fo rich, fo meritorious, fo

well known, lb much admired,

and fo envied, was a prey too

valuable not tP be fcized on for

hit
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his own ufe; the foregoing it, he diiTembled ; he dreaded public ri-

thought, would be loling a ftaple dicule as the worll of all misfor-

commodity, which would fill his tunes, and apprehended the ruin

houfe for y nights fucceffively, or of that reputation which he had

perhaps for the whole fummer. In been raifnig fo many years. To
this mock proceffion, a fellow was refent an affront perfonally to a

to be dreifed up, and made as man with a wooden leg would only

much like Mr. Garrick as poiu- have expofed him to laughter.

ble ; it was intended that fome ra- It was pleafant enough, during

the fufpenfion of hofliiicies, to fee

them meet on a vifit, at a noble-

man's door, and alighting from

their chariots. Significant looks

were exchanged before fhey fpoke ;

Mr. Garrick broke filence firlt:

** What is it, war or peace?"
** Oh! peace, by all means,'*

faid Foote, with much apparent

gamuffin in the proceffion Ihould

addrefs Rofcius in the well-known

lines of the poet laureat,

A nation's tifte depends on y m ;

Perhaps a nation's virtue too.

The reprefenter of Mr. Garrick

was to make no anfwer, but to cry

*' Cock a doodle do !"

While this fcheme was in em- glee; and the day was fpent in

bryo, Foote's neceffities, which great feeming cordiality. Much
were brought on by a ridiculous about this time, Mr. Garrick paid

parade of fplendid living, by hir- this levelling fatirift a vifit, and

ing a number of ufelefs fervants, was furprifed to fee a bull of him-

and by treating with magnificent feif placed on his bureau. Is this

dinners thofe who laughed at his intended as a compliment to me ?

wit, drank his claret, and won his faid Rofcius.— Certainly. And
money at cards, (for he was a can you truil me fo near your cafh

great dupe at play,) reduced him and your bank-notes ?— Yes, very

to the humiliating fituation of well, faid Foote ; for you are

borrowing money of the man whom without hands.

he intended to expofe to public What put an end to this project

ridicule. Five hundred pounds I could never learn : whether a

v/erelent to him by Mr. Garrick ; well-timed gratification, or Gar-

and this fum, after a fuccelsful rick's threats of ferving him in

run of a new piece, was paid back kind. But of thislaft I never heard

in a pettifh refentmenr, becaufe the leafl hint, though I am well

it was pretended that Mr Gar- perfuaded that fuch a menace
rick's creatures had circulated a might probably have had its ef-

report that Mr. Foote was under fedt ; for no man threatened more
obligations to him. By this time than Foote, nor was any man more
he had formed his plan, and had

refolved, or at leall fo he gave

out, to put it in execution. He
was at no pains to conceal his de

timorou?. At the time when he
was dealing out his fcandal at the

Hay-market, and levelling all

charafters for his private emolu-

iign from Mr. Garrick, who had ment, he was heard to declare, in

early intelligence of the whole a kind of agony, that he was a-

fcheme. The uneafinefs he felt fraid to take a news-paper in his

upon the occafion could not be hand, for fear of reading fome
out-
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outrageous abufe upon himfelf or

his friends.

But, aUliough the projedl of a

mock proceiTion was given up,

Foote thought the ridiculing Gar-
rick on the ftage was a morfel too

delicious to relign. At the very

time when the mind of Mr. Gar-
rick was difturbed by a fcanda-

lous and falfe infinuation, which
the suthor of it publickly and fo-

lemnly afterwards difavowed, Mr.
Foote, from a ridiculous pretence

that Mr. Garrick kept his play-

houfe open purpofely to diftrefs

him, by adling feveral of his moii:

favourite charafters, and by thefe

means drawing all the play-going

people to Drury-lane. refolved to

fhew his refentraent in a manner
the mod profitable to himfelf and
cffenfive to Mr. Garrick.

He firll attacked him with much
vehemence in the news-papers, in

the form of letters, fables, and
dialogues. This was preparatory

to his grand defign of regaling

the public with a feail ofRofcius.
The new fcheme was to introduce

him in his puppet-fnew : to this

end, a maflc was made, that bore

as near a refemblance as poffible

to the countenance of Mr. Gar-
rick, and this he fhevved to all his

vificors ; a palle-board figure of a
body was prepared, to be joined
to the head ; a man was to be
concealed under this ftrange fhell,

v/ho was, every now and then, to
utter fomething which the author
was to convey to him. But fo

fond was Foote of his favourite

Cock a doodle do ! that, as foon as

the figure was introduced on the
ftage, he was ordered to clap his

fides, and crow as loud as the
cock in Hamlet.
T his mock reprefentation of Mr.

Garrick was talked of for a long
time, though not announced in
the news-papers. Foote laboured
to raife his fears and apprehen-
fions, and at the fame time to

create an appetite in the public

for fo extraordinary a difh. That
this proje(ft, too, was afterwards

laid alide, it was generally fup-

pofed, was owing to a fum of mo-
ney which was borrowed never to

be repaid ; or perhaps to a grati-

fication, the accepting of which
wasftill more difhonourable ; hoiv^

ever, this is only conjedure."

THE
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