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PREFACE.
IT would be taking too great a liberty

with our readers, to trouble them with

any detail of the caufes which have un-

fortunately delayed us in the produdlion

of this Volume. Private misfortune and

calamity can afford no fatisfadion in the

recital, and are too common even to gra-

tify curiofity. We have been long in the

fervice of the Public, and have at length

felt the '* cankered tooth of time," and

experienced fome of thofe viciffitudes in-

cident to his progrefs, which, however

grievous, muft be endured.

We truft the perufal of our Work will

afford fufficient convidion, that whatever

deficiency
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deficiency in point of time we have been

unavoidably fubjedt to, there has been,

none in the diligence and induftry which

we have exerted in the difcharge of ouf

duty. The great and extraordinary affairs

of War, Politics, or Revolution, which

have agitated almoft every part of Europe^

neceffarily fwelled our Hiftory far beyond

its proper and cuftomary limits ; while

thefe, and other correfponding circum-^

fiances, rendered it, by many degrees, the

moft arduous tafk we had ever undertaken.

Happy, however, fhall we always deem

ourfelves, and count all labours and dif-

ficulties light, if we continue to receive

from the Public that favour and kindnefs

which we have fo long experienced, and

which it is our utmoft wifh and ambition

to appear in fome degree worthy of re-

ceiving. With refpecl to gratitude and

intention we fhall never be found defi-

cient !

THE
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Reiro/pecli've 'view of the affairs of France from the year 1 787. Conf-
deiice of the parliament of Paris on their fuccefs in in'validating the

royal edicls for the neixj taxes. Remonjirance on behalf of their exiled

members. Anfwer. Refolutions, in 'violation of the King's injun£lions»

Confequences of the parliament's declaration of its o-uun incompetence to

levy, or to concur in levying taxes. Spirit of liberty general, and ac-

companied njuith a rage for innonjation. hothing but reforms heard. Ad-
mirable reform in the codes ofci-uil and criminaljujlice. Edict infavour of
the Protejlants, happily pajfed. Flame already raifed on the fuhjetl of
Lettres de Cachet, much tncreafed, by the feizure and committal to pri-

foH ofM. de Catalan, prefedent of the parliament cf Tholoufe. Long re-

monjirance from the parliament of Paris to the King, difcujjing many
points relative to the conjiitution. Some remarks en thut piece, v:ith

an account of the origin of enregijlering eJids, a?id of the caufe and
manner of holding beds of jujiice. Anjvjer from the King to the re-

monjirance. Adminijlration deeply but fecretly engaged in framing u
fieiv conjiitution. Seme particulars of this Jyjiem, and oj' the J'orm,

compofitioH and nature of the «tiv fuprenu ^ourt, v:hi:h vuas to fuper-

VoL. XXXI. [ A ]
fcdt
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fiiie parliaments in all matttrs relative to go-vernment. Silence, and
apparent inaciivily of the court, excite /ufpicions, ^^hich are increaf-

td to general apprehenjion and alarm, by circumjiances ob/er-i'cd at

the royal prefs in Paris, M. d^Efprefnenil, by indirect means, becomes

majler of the ivhole Jecret, ^ivhich he communicates to the parliament.

Sudden meeting of that body, 'various rejblutions pajfcd\ order copies

of their proceedings to be tranfmitted to all parts of the kingdom.

Meet again fuddenly on an attempt jnade to arreji M. d'Efpremenil,

and M, de Monfamhtrt. Strong pro'ejl, ordered to be prefentcd by a
deputation to the King. King refufes to receive the deputation, and tie

parliament are fuddenly furrounded by a regiment of guards. Command-
ing ojjicer enters the affimbly, and commands, in the King's name, the

i'n;o obnoxious members to be deli-vered up. After a long flence, the

frefideni anfn.vered, that they njuere all Monfamberts and d''Efpremenils ;

upon ivhich the officer returning for frejh orderrs, the parliament con~

tinues locked up in its chamber for near tvjcntyfour hours. On the

cficer^s return, charging thon, under the penalty of high treafon, to de»

liver up the t-uco members, they flill continueflent, but the tivo gentlemen

gi'ue themfel'ves up. Bed of jufiice ordered to be held at Verfailles oh

the %th of May. Protefis entered, and addrefs prepared by parliament.

King fe'verely reprehends the conduSl of parliament in his introduiiory

fpeech : Announces the neiu conjiitution : Ordinances read and regifhrcd

:

Farther particulars of them. Strong protejl of Parliament, dated at

fe'uen o\lock the folloiuing morning. Protefi feconded by a letter fgned
by a number ef the peers, declaring their utter difapprobation of the

reforms in go'vernment, and their determination to take no part in the

funciiins a£:gned them by the nevj ordinances. Clergy no lefs dtfpofed

to adhere to the parliaments than the peerage. Another protefi and
memorial from parliament, --who order their proceedings to be fent to a
votary, and ejfeiiual vicans ufed for their publication. Go'vernor of
Farts enters the chambers of parliatnent at the Palais Royal, feizes

ihtir tapers and archi-ues, then locks and feals up the doors. All the

farliaments in the kingdo7n about thefame time Jufpended. Chatelet iffue

M flrovg declaration againfl all thefe proceedings that ivere inimical to

the parliaments. Memorial of an extraordinary nature, fgned byforty-

Je<ven peers and bif})ops, prefntcd perfonally to the King, Alarming afpefi of
affairs. Seditious and treafonable papers contmually pojicd upon the gates and
m theflreets xf Paris. Publication of an incendiary libel of the mofl ob-

noxious and dangerous kind. Great diforders and tumults in the pro-

'vinces. Bretagne. Count de Perigord, go'vernor general of Languedoc,

obliged to fy from Tholoufe, and the troops to <vjithdra%ij from that

place. At Grenoble the excefjes carried to the highefl pitch of 'violence ;

f/tuch blood faid to be Jhed; Duke de fonnere faves his life by fur-

rendering the keys of the palace ; his large and 'valuable cabinet of
medals and curiofities plundered and defrayed. Arfenal and magazines

Jiized by the rioters. Parliament of Britany meet in dejiancc ef the

King's
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Khig^s exprefs command, Pafs 'violent re/olutions. Are interrupted hy the

military. Great riots and confufion. Nobles cf the province meet, ajid

/end a deputation to Ve,failles, -ivho are fent to the Bajlille, Great and
'vifihle agitation of the King's mind. Peculiarly unfortunate in the

great facrifces njjhich he rnade for procuring felicity to his go-vern-

Jnent, and to ajford eafe and content to his fubjcQs. Recapitulation

of fome preceding events. Dreadful hurricane defroys the har-jeji and
"mintage, in feueral cf the fineji parts of the kingdom. Great henc'vo-'

lances to the dijlre/Jed people; and •variout meafures purfucdfor theirfurther

I'elief. Arret relative to the meeting of the Jlatcs general, caufes great

Joy, and occafeons the Jlccks to rife. King obliged to relinquijh the ne-zv conJii~

tution. Arret relative to payments at the treafury, caufes the greatejl

confufion in Paris, along <ivith a 'violent run upon the bank. Minif-

try changed. Archbijhop of Sens retires to Italy, and Mr. Neckar
is placed again at the head cf the finance's. Great public jcy ; Jiocks

fudflenly rife ; and general good humour pre-vails. Meafures purfued by

the neiv minijler to fuppcrt the public opinion. Parliament of Paris

meet. Ne-iv altercations luith the cronvn, relati-ue to the profecution of
the late minijiers. Great riot in Paris, andfe-veral of the populace Jlain.

Parliament publicly burn the King's arrets. Con-vention of the nota-

bles, in order to fettle the preliminaries neceffary to the tneeting of
the fates general. Dijireffes of the people greatly increafed by the ex-

tretnefe'verity ofthe nxiinter.

WE have {hewn in our hirtori-

cal article for the year

1787 *, the Itrong remonllrances

made by the parliament of Paris

to the king towards the clofe of

that year, in confequence of the

banifhment of the Duke of Or-
leans, and of the imprilonment oftwo

of their members, on account of their

conduft in the courfe of the great

debates which took place in the

king's prefence, upon the preced-

ing memorable 19th day of No-
vember.

Although the king feemed

to have given way in fome de-

gree to their remonftrances, by
alleviating the circumltances of

fe verity which in the firft inltance

attended the impiifonment of the

Abbe Sabatierc and M. Frcnau,

yet, as the banilhment of the duke

and the confinement of the two
members was ftill continued, and
the principle of authority upon
which both were founded iHU

maintained, the parliament flievved

themfelves determined to perfevere

in their oppofition to and reproba-

tion of the meafure, until they
iliould finally fucceed in over-

throwing the principle itfelf, and
thereby procuring future fecurity

to the perfons of their members,
and an unlimited freedom to their

deliberations and debates.

They had already fucceeded ia

carrying a great point againit the

crown, and in efiablilhing a pre-

cedent the mod dangerous to its

authority that could be conceived

:

a precedent without example in the

hillory of the French nation, or of
its parliaments. This was the pro-

* Vol. xxix. pp. J96 to 200.

tell
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tefl by which they in effeiS an-

nulled the two ediils for railing a

tax upon tcrrltcnal revenue (or, as

we call it, a land tax) and another

upon ftamps ; they having in that

piece declared, that all perfons who
attempted to carry thofe euids into

execution Ihould be coniidered as

guilty of treafon, and regarded as

enemies to their country. A vigo-

rous government would have eafily

let afide the efteft of this protcll

;

for the edids had been enregiftered

according to the ufual forms in a

bed of juiHcc, which, from the un-

difputed fandion of ages, conferred

on them all the efficacy and force of

laws ; but the enfeebled Hate of the

court, the want of vigour in its

councils, along, probably, with an

ill-founded hope, and ill-timed de-

fire of accommodation, ferved all

together to induce the king to fub-

mit to this dangerous inroad upon

'his authority, and to felinquilTi thefc

decrees, which could alone have en-

abled him to conduiSl the bufmefsof

government with lecurity and ef-

fed.

After fuch a triumph over

weaknefs and fear in fo recent

an inftance, the parliament could

not be much apprehenfive of a

failure of fuccefs in other matters,

which, though of confequeace to

themfelves, were of infinitely lefs

importance to the crown. The laft

anfwer received from ti\e king, viz.

" That they Ihould not demand
" from his juHice what folely dc-

" pendcd upon his wiil," was ta-

ken into confideration by that body

loon after the opening of the new

J
, year, when they palled

J * o o
' feveralrefolations, itrong-

' ' ]y enforcing and enlarging

the principles laid down in their for-

mer remonitrinces. They charge the

king with departing from the pro-

felhons held out in fome of his

former declarations or anfwers.

I'heir reprobation of leitrcs de cachet,

places them in every point of view

that could render them odious or

terrible. They defcribe them as

being the common inltruments of

concealed views and private re-

venge; and they fcruple not to

charge the monarchy with degene-

rating into adual defpctifm, through

the pefarious abufe of the king's

authority by minifters, in applying

thefe letters, without any form of
law, or colour of juflice, to deprive

individuals of their liberty. They
argued upon Itrong ground, that

the fame power which arbitrarily

deprives the firft prince of the

blood and the two magiflrates of
their liberty, might, undoubtedly,

with greater eafe, attack that .of

all other citizens; and if the repeal

of fuch arbitrary orders depends

only on the monarch's goodnefs

and pleafure, it mult follow that

no Frenchman has any fecurity for

his liberty, that kttres de cachet

are to have the effed of laws, and
are to be confidertd as neceifary

and efTcntial parts of government.

This principle they totally con-

demn, as fubverting the moft fa-

cred foundations of the conflicution.

They declare, that they therefore

cannot, and indeed that they ought

not, to recur to the king's good-
nefs in order to obtain the liberty

of the duke and of the two magif-

trates : fuch a ftep would be no
lefs derogatory from the elTential

principles of the conftitution, and
of public order, than from the ge-

nerous fentiments of the fufFerers

themfelves. That, all his majefty's

fubjeds are equally inlercfted in

preventing the fad effcds of fo

dangerous
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dangerous a principle ; and that

they neither could themfelves, nor

ever would, make any difference

between the caufe of the prince and
the magiftrates, and that of any

other citizen whatever. They
fum up the whole, with repeating

their declaration, that parliament,

therefore, will never ceafe to de-

mand the liberty or the impeach-
ment of the prince and the magif-

trates; and that, thinking them-
felves equally bound to employ
the fame zeal and the fame perfe-

verance for the welfare of all their

fellow citizens, they will not ceafe

to intreat his majelly to grant and
to infure to every Frenchman, that

pcrfonal fecurity, v/hich is fclemnly

promifcd by the laws, and due to

them by the principles of the con-

llitution.

, The parliament was fent for

' " to Verfailles, to receive the

king's anfwer to this remonllrance,

which afforded as little fati^fadion

to that body as any of the prece-

ding. They were informed, that

akhough he had condefcended to

receive their reprefentatlons in be-

half of the two magiilrates whom
he had punilhed, lie did not think

proper to recall them. That, be-

fides, the manner in which their

reprefentatlons were expreffed, was
by no means fuch as to deferve his

indulgence. On the fubjedl of

lettres de cachet, he aiTured them,

that the lawful liberty of his fub-

je£ts was as dear to him as to

themfelves ; but he at the fame
time declared, that he would not

fuffer his parliament to oppofe the

exercife ot an authority, which the

tranquillity of families fo much and
fo often required ; which magif-

trates themfelves fo frequently fo-

licitcd and implored; and of which

he had the fatisfadlion to know,
that he had made a more moderate
ufe than his prcdeceflbrs. He then
informed them, that the exprelTions

made ufe of in their relblutions of
the 4th inftant, were as indifcreet

and improper, as thofe which tl.ey

had ufcd on the 27th of Augufl
in the former year. That he there-

fore fuppreffed the refolutions of
both thofe days, as being contrary
to that refpeft and fubmillion which
his parliament owed, and was bound
to fet an example of to all his

fubjefts. He concluded by forbid-

ding them to purfue fuch a condud,
or to form any fuch refolutions in

future.

So little effecl did this charge
produce, that the parliament, on the

fucceeding day, palled a new fet of
refolutions, which befides reiterating;

the principal arguments and pofi-

tions of the former pieces, held out
fuch new matter, as, if it could not
add much to their force, was, how-
ever, well calculated to operate
upon the minds of the people,

wiiich were already exceedingly
inflamed in every part of the

kingdom.
in this manner was the conteil

continued for fome time longer,

the apparent firmnefs on one lide

being met by an equal degree of
perfeverance on the other : nor in

the mean time was it at all clear,

whatever conceffions had been made,
or even if all tne claims of the

parliament had been granted, that

the latter had left it in their power
to relieve the crown from its dif-

trefles, or confequently to enable it

to carry on the bufmels of govern-
ment. This proceeded from their

unexpcded declaration, that it was
neither in their power, nor in that

of the crown, nor of both united,

i^'ll .

to
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to grant or to raife any money by

the levy of new taxes upon the

people ; a declaration evidently de-

iigned to lay the king under a

necefrity of convoking the llates

general of the kingdom.

Whatever were the particular

motives of the party by whole

influence that body was induced

to make this voluntary furrcnder

of its authority, the new dodrine

ran like wild-fire through the na-

tion. In proportion to the general

odioufnefs of taxes, was the joy at

this emancipation from all aftual

authority to raife new ones ; whilft

the patriotifm of that body, which

had thus teftified its own incompe-

tence, in order thereby to eftablifli

the difqualification of the crown,

was fcarcely lefs than idolized.

Thus circumftanced, it would not

have been eafy for the parliament,

however inclined, to retra(5l its own
meafure, and to refume a compe-

tence v.'hich it formally declared it

did not pofTefs; as little could it

renew that ancient authority in the

crown, which it had juit endea-

voured to cancel.

In the mean time that fpirit of

liberty which we have heretofore

had occafion to take notice of,

and for the growth and progrefs

of which we then ailigned different

caufes, was not only now every

%vhere fpread, but feemed already,

in fome inflances and places, dlfpof-

ed to over-leap all reflraints, and

to trample upon that diftinftion of

ranks, and thofe lines of fubordi-

nation, which had hitherto not only

been deemed neceffary to the well-

being of government, but even to

the prefervation of fociety.

This was accompanied by its

lifual concomitant, a fpirit of inno-

vation, which attempted to reach

ftnd to embrace every thing, The

French feemed transformed to a

nation of projectors ; and every

projedor wilhed to be a reformer.

Nothing almoft could be heard

or liltened to but reforms ; and
the language and difpofuion feem-

ed to become as prevalent at

court as with the people or parlia-

ments. Two inflances, however,

occurred, in which this fpirit was

landably and advantageoufly exert-

ed. The firll was a general reform

in the codes both of civil and cri-

minal juitlce, a reform long wifhed,

and than which nothing could be

more wanted ; but its difficulty and
magnitude had hitherto deterred

any minifter from venturing upon

fo arduous an undertaking. M. de

Lamoignon, the keeper of the feals,

had not only the courage to encoun-

ter thefe difficulties, but the happi-

nefs and honour to form fo excel-

lent a plan for compleating the

defign, as to leave but little to be

done by thofe who were deftined

to be his fucceffors in carrying it

into execution. And, for the relief

of thofe perlbns who might be liable

to trial in the interim, before the

great work could be perfedted, he

introduced feveral moll humane and

effential regulations into the imme-
diate proceedings of the criminal

courts ;
particularly with refpedt to

evidence, and the mode of obtain-

ing it (in which the fyftem was
extremely faulty) : and flill more
particularly in thofe cafes where

the life of the accufed was affeded.

The fecond was the edift in fa-

vour of the proteftants, which was

introduced by the king on the me-
morable 19th of November, and

was regiftered by the parliament on

the 29th of January 1788. This

edidt contained 37 articles, the

greater number as well as the moll

effential of which, were thofe re-

lating
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lating to marriages, births, baptifms,

and burials, fubjefts which had
frequently been the caufe of great

trouble, difficulty, and grievance to

the proteftants, with refpeSt to the

legitimacy of their iflue, and the

legal defcent of their inheritatrees.

While all France was wa.ting

with the utraoit attention and fo-

licltude, the iffue of the contell be-

tween the king and the parliament

of Paris, relative to /eUres de cachet,

an incident took place in Langue-
doc which threw the whole kingdom
into a ferment upon that fubjed.

M. de Catalan, the prefident of the

parliament of Tholoufe, having, in

conjuniillon with that body, refufed

to regifter the late edift for levying

a tax of two twentieths on the

nation, the king immediately or-

dered a lettre de cachet to be iffucd

againft the prefident, the execution

of which was committed to the

count de Perigord, governor gene-
ral of the province. M. de Catalan

was accordingly arrelled, and fent

prifoner to an old callle at the foot

of the Pyrenean mountains.

The month of April brought on
an argumentative written difcuf-

fion between the parliament of Paris

and the king, which aftbrded not

only a more full explanation of the

refpedivc claims of the parties than

had yet appeared, but likewife fome
view of their feparate opinions with

refpedl to fundry great queitions of
law, upon which the French confti-

tution was either fuppofed to be
founded, or its prefervation ap-
pendant.

April uth. .
The parliament pre.

^ lented a rcmonltrance,

in which, reprefeniing the 19th of
November as the epoch of a dired
attempt to fubvert the public rights,

and to eitablifh dcfpotifm, and llai-

ing all the fubfequcnt proceedings aa
a continuation of the fame fyttem,

they' inform the king that his par-
liament can never allow, that one
ad; of arbitrary power ihould de-
ftroy the eflential rights by which
his fubjeiTts had been governed for

i30oyearr. pall. .They tl-ken enu-
merate feveral loofe indefinite

charges againfl government, as the
grounds or j unification of the prefent
remonftrance,—^that public liberty-

is attacked in its very principles

;

that defpotilm is fubllituted for the
law of the land; that the privileges

of magiltracy are trampled upon,
and parliament made the mere in-

ilrument of arbitrary power.
They declare that their privileges

are not their own ; that they are
the property of the people at large,

and that they, as trullees or con-
fervators, are bounden to preferve

them from violation. That th«
will of the king, alone, does not
make a law complete, nor does the
fimple expreflion of that will con-
ftitute the formal aft of the nation.

It is neceffary that the king's will,

in order to be effedive, ftiould be
publifhed under legal authority;

and that in order to make the pub-
lication of it legal, it mull have
been firll freely difcufled. *' Such,
fire ! are the principles of the
French conftiiution,"

In fupport of this dodrine they
go back to the early llages of the
French monarchy, and endeavour
to Qiew from hiltory, the ancient
as well as the more recent circum-
ilances which attended the pafling

of laws, and which they reprcfent

as having been held indifpenfably

neceffary to give them validity.

Under the firlt race of kings, the
fovereign being furrounded by his

court, cither prcfcnted a ucvv law
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to the people, or they demanded
one. la the firft inllance, the ac-

ceptance of t]\e people, whofe fuf-

frages were entirely free, eftabliflied

the law : in the fecond, the propofed

law was conf.dered and debated by
the court, (v/hich was the royal

council) according to whofe fuf-

frages, which were equally and
inviolably free as thofe of the peo-
ple, it was confirmed by the king's

afient, or rejedted. The fame or-

der was obferved under the fecond

race. The court was ccmpofcd
of noblemen, bifliops, and fenators.

They were ftyled the adjutants,

co-operators, and adminifirators of
the public weal. In all cafes, laws

were enafled with the confent of
the people, and the confirmation of
the king through his court.

Under the third race of kings,

tliey fay, that the form of govern-

ment did not change, although the

court went under different names.

It was at different times called the

k'lng^s court, the court ofFraiice, the

royal court, the cq;nmcn council, and
the parliament.

Upon the whole it dees not feem
that the information obtained by
thefe refearches into the ancient

hillory of the French monarchy,
was much to the purpofe, or ferved

to throw any additional light upon
the fubjefts of the prefent difpates.

The confent of the people to the

paffing of laws would have been
equally curious and important, if

it had been Jhewn in what man-
ner it was given or obtained ;

whether the whole nation affembled
in one vaft plain, to afford tne
fanftion of its confufed V(,ace ; or
whether ilu; fafFrages were commu-
nicated by delegation. It might
|5erhaps be found no lefs difficult

to eftablifh the faft in one cafe

than in the other.

It is always to be remembered
in confidering thefe contcils, (and

though we have heretofore men-
tioned it, it is of {o much confe-

quence to the fubjcdl that we
fhall venture to repeat the obfer-

vation) that the French parliaments

are properly courts of juftice. That
thefe bodies are merely adminif-

trators of the laws, without any

power to make, or even, in the fmall-

efl degree, to alter or amend them.

And that they are not farther re-

moved from the powers of legifia-

tion, than from the mofl diflant

pretence of being confidered in

any degree as the reprefentatives of

the people. The powers of legil-

laticn have refided folely in the

crown, ever fince the convocation

of the flates has fallen into difufe ;

and it poffefTed them equally before,

in the intervals between the meet-

ings of thofe affcmblies.

We have formerly Ihewn, that the

pradlice of calling upon the parlia-r

mcnts, or courts of juftice, to enre-r

eiiler the kin^r's edicts, did not ori-

gmate in an idea of their communi-
cating any authority or force to

thofe laws, nor even with a view of

receiving their approbation, but

merely as notaries to record and au-

thenticate their exiftence, and there-

by, as well tp promulgate them, as

to prevent any doubts being enter-

tained by the public of tneir reality.

The parliaments, however, as their

popularity and power increafed, and

times and circumftances proved fa-

vourable to the defign, affumed a

right ofjudging whether thefe edifts

Were injurious to the public ; and if

this was determined in the affirma-

tive, they, under the colour of a fort

Pf



HISTORY OF EUROPE. [9

of legal fiflion, refufed to regifler

them. For they pretended, that be-

ing injurious to the people, and con-

trary to the king's vvifdom, jufticc,

or cleiiiencv, they did not believe

them to be the king'i real adb, but

confxdercd them as an impofition

pradifed by his n/.r.ifters ; and on

this ground they prcfented memo-
rials or rcmonftrances to the king,

placing, m the ^.rongeft colours they

could, all the evil confequences

which they prefumed would attend

their being nafTcd inro laws.

In troubiefome times, or under

weak adminiilrations, this oppoiition

was frequently fuccefsful, and the

contefced point was given up by the

king. But if the governing power
was firm and determined, the king

had recourfe to what was called a

bedofjuftice; that i?, he went in

perfon, attended by feveral of the

great ofScers of Hate, to authenti-

cate and confirm his own deed, in

the prelence of the parliament, all

the members oi which h^d prcviou.s

notice to attend ; and as all debate

was precluded by his prelence, he

had nothing farther to do, than to

order the edidl to be rcgiilered, a

command which he faw ,^xecuted

upon the fp'Jt.— The circumllance

of the French courts of juilice hold-

ing the fame name with the Engiifh

parliament, we prefumed might ren-

der this iliullratlon not entirely un-

neccfiary, akiiough it be in part a

repetition.

We now return from this digref-

fion to the rcmonllrance. After the

quotations from hillory, and prece-

dents which they had adduced, the

parliament tell tlie king bluntly, that,

he could not fuppof.^ himfelf able,

in defiance of all thefe tellimonie>,

to deilroy tlic conllituiion at a fingle

blow; by concentrating parliament

in his own perfon. They put the

follovving queftion, " Since then
" there exifts reciprocal duties be-
" tvvcen kings and fubjcdb, what
" would become of this princlpie in

" practice, if kings by a iinglc word
" had the power of reilraining fome,
" and of extending others, as they
" pleafed?"—And they conclude
thus, " It remains therefore for us
" to fupt^licate your majelly, to pay
" an attentive rcg.ard to the Hate of
*' your kingdom. We are igno-
" rant how long the enemies of ma-
" giftracy and the public tranquil-
*' iity, may have the ignominious
" glory of triumphing over the
" laws ; but we will venture to an-
*' fwer to your majeily, for thecou-
" rage and fidelity of thofe who
" hnve the execution of them."
The king, in his anfwcr, after ob-

ferving that he had perufed tiieir re-
_

monftrances very attentively, pro-

fefies to anfwer them with fuch prc-

cifion, that they fhould no longer

doubt of his Intentions, nor again

attempt to oppofe them. He tells

them it was quite unnecellary to talk

to him of the nature or prefcriptioa

of enregiitering, or of tiie manner
which they adopted in giving their

fuffrages. VVhcn he went to his par-

liament upon the fubjed of a nev/

edict, it was in ordtr to benefit by
their dricullion of it, and from the

light which he thus received, to de-
termine in his own jnind, after hear-

ing their arguments and opinions,

upon the propriety of pafling the

law, and of having it accordingly

rcgirtered. This was cxaitly what
he had done on the 19th of Novem-
ber. Every thing h-ad been con-
duced precifcly according to law,

an'd to the ancient and ellablillied

forms, at that fttting. i-le had heard

all their opinions, and therclbre their

delibcratijns
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deliberations were complete ; they

had done their part ; he then de-

cided according to his own judg-

ment, and thereby fulfilled his.

Their voices were not colleded, be-

caule his prefence rendered it un-

neceflary ; his decifion did not rell

upon the number of votes : of what
avail could it be then to know the

exaft majority, when their number
afforded them no power ?

For he infilled, that the colleding

cf fufFrages was only neceiTary in his

abfence, as the molt perfect means

of aftbrding him a precife knowledge

©f the fenliments of his parliament

;

but his prefence rendered it not only

cnneceffary, but idle. He fartlier

argued, that if the plurality of

voices, in his courts, could forcibly

direft his will, the monarchy would

be changed to an aiiftocracy of ma-
giftrates ; an event, as contrary to

the rights and interefts of the na-

tion, as to thofe of the fovereign

power. That would be, indeed (he

continues) a ftrange conllitution of

government, which fhould reduce

the will of the king to fubmit to

that of bis minifters ; and fubje£t the

fovereign power to as many diffe-

rent determinations, as there were

deliberations in the various courts of

juilice throughout the kingdom.

But it behoved him to guaranty the

nation from fuch a misfortune.

He likewife lays it down as a po-

fuion or rule not to be departed

from, that parliament had no autho-

rity to pafs any arrets (or decrees)

either upon fubjedls of legiilatiou or

^dniiniltration, which did not come

IP tliem from him. That he there-

fore reproves them for fuch arrets

as they had thus pafled, and prohi-

bits them from a repetition of the

practice. And ftates, that to de-

^oy, and leave no trace of an errorj

which he is difpofed to attribute to

a momentary iurprize or illufion, is

to purify, and not to aker their

regillcrs.

He then feems to advert to their

quotations and precedents, by put-

ting the following queftion: For
how many falutary laws, which now
daily form the rules for guiding
your judgments, is France indebted

to the authority of her former mo-
narchs ? who not only ordered them
to be regirtered without any regard
to the plurality of fuffrages, but in

direct cppofition to them, and in de-

fiance of reludant or refilling par-

liaments.—The king concludes ab-

ruptly, " Thefe are the principles

" which ought to regulate your con-
" duft ; and I fhall never fuffer the
" fmallell deviation from them."

With opinions fo diredly oppofite

in regard to the prerogatives and
auchority of the crown, the privi-

leges of parliaments, and the rights

of the fubjciit, as were now avowed
by the contending parties, little hope
ofany compromife or amicable con-

clufion could remain ; and it be-

came eveiy day more apparent, that

things were drawing to a crifis, tlie

management of which would be at-

tended with greater difiiculties than

were yet forefcen ; but which could

fcarccly fail in its effecl of proving

dccifive, and of either eftablifhing

on a firmer bafis the authority of
the crown, or of modelling, alter-

ing, and perhaps greatly reducing

its power. Ail civil public bufmefs

was at a ftand ; for the provincial

parliaments, as well as that of Paris,

either refufed to ad under the pre-

fent circumftances, or were difabled

from ailing ; fo that it was morally

impoflible tilings could continue long

in their prefent Hate.

in the mean time, tUe minifter*

were
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tvere deeply, but moft fecretly en-

gaged in forming an extenfive plan

for a new order of government,

which, if it could be carried into ex-

ecution, would have freed the king

entirely from that continual vexation

and trouble which he had fo long

endured through the refradorinefs

of the parliament. This fyftem,

which was attributed to M. de La-
moignon, was fo extenfive, that it

feemed rather to carry the appear-

ance of a new conftitution, than to

look like the repair of an old one.

But its prominent and leading fea-

ture, was the eftablifhmentof agrand
council of ftate and government,

under the appellation of La. Cour

P!eniere, which was to be endued
with fuch powers, and placed in tiie

exercife of- fuch funflions, as would
ferve to carry the parliaments back
to the original principles of their in-

ftitution, and reduce them to the

condition of mere courts of jullice.

Tliis, however, was not all ; it may
be fafely concluded that the court

looked farther. It was intended

that this court, by enabling govern-

ment to carry on the public bufniefs

without any other intervention,

would thereby preclude the dreaded

neceffity of aflembling, according

to the king's promife, the flatcs ge-

neral.

As it was neceflary, in order to

render this fupreme tribunal effec-

tive, that it fhould acquire, at the

iirll view of its compofition, the

good opinion and confidence of the

public, and thereby be enabled to

furmount the llrong prejudices which
fo new and important an inllitution

muft inevitably encounter, fo it be-

came a matter of indifpenfable ne-

ceffity, that it fliould poiTefs every

poflible degree of refpedability,

wliich could be derived from the

rank, integrity, or talents of its

members. It feemed likewife to be
part of the view of the framers, that

by their being drawn from almoft

every order and clafs of men in the

nation, they fhould carry the ap-

pearance, in a conliderable degree,

of being a reprefencation of the

whole.

In conformity with thefe purpofei,

the fupreme court was to be com-
pofed of princes of the blood

; peers

of the realm ; great ofhcers of ftate;

clergy ; marfhals of France
; gover-

nors of provinces ; knights of dif-

ferent orders ; members of council

;

a deputation of one member from
each parliament in the kingdom,
and of two from the chamber of ac-
counts and fupply.

The number of which this court

was to conlift, was not yec deter-

mined ; the king only declaring,

that the members fliould not be fo

numerous as to create delay or dif-

order, nor fo confined as to occafion

incompetence, through accidental or
unavoidable abfences. The times

of their meeting, and the length of
their fittings, were to be regulated

by the king's will, and by the pref-

fure of public affairs.

Upon the whole, this plan, with-

out any reference to its fuccefs,

fhewed greater marks of defign and
ability, than had been difplayed in

any other inllancc by the prefcni;

adminiflratlon.

Notvvithrtanding the means of fe-

crecy adopted by the court, in the

condudl of this weighty bulinefs it

was impoffible, with fuch multitudes

of eyes and ears eternally on the

watch, not to afford room for apprc-r

henfion and fufpicion. The mere cir-

cumftances offilence and apparent in-

aftivity,would have been fuJhcient for

tllis purpofe, Eut the unufual bu'.lle,

precaution,

6
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precaution, and fccrecy, which were
apparent at the roya! prefs at Paris,

not only excited general fufpicion,

but fpread an univerfal alarm.

Above an hundred additional work-
men were taken into that depart-

ment ; the place was furrounded,

right and day, with armed guards

;

nothing could efcape the vigilance

of the centinels ; and no perfon

whatever was admitted without cer-

tain credentials which could fcarcely

be counterfeited. Every body fore-

boded, and feemed to believe, that

fome dcfigns fatal to the parliament

were in agitation ; and while ru-

mour continually magnified or cre-

ated imaginary dangers, the appre-

henfion, dil'may and terror fpread

among the Parifians was inexpref-

fible. Nor was that body itfelf in

a m.uch more tranquil ftate ; fome
imminent danger v^'as expeded, and

a total ignorance of its nature, and

of the intended mode of attack,

could not ferve in any degree to lef-

len the apprchenfion.

It is not to be expelled, that a

fecret pofTefTed by a number of per-

foDS can long be preferved, if the

vigilance cf fufpicion be thoroughly

Toufed on the fide interefted in the

difcovery. It is faid, that M. d'Ef-

premenii, an active and eminent

jT.em.ber of the parliament, by mieans

not publicly known, had the fortune

to penetrate this arcanum, without

the trouble or danger of forcing the

guards. It is likewife fuppofed

that he fuccceded by corrupting

fome of the printers ; that he be-

came thereby thoroughly mailer of

the whole project and delign of the

court ; and, it is even faid that he
obtained a copy of the new code fo

far as it was yet printed oft or

known.
The difcovery of a defign, in ci-

vil matters or politics, as well as in

war, is generally equivalent to a de-

feat. Nothing could be more de-

flruclive to the views ofthe court, than

the prefent proved. The informa-

tion thus obtained, occafioned a fud-

den meeting of the parliament on

the 3d of May ; and as they could

not avow the fource from whence it

was derived, they declared, as the

grounds of their meeting, and in-

tended proceedings, that they had
been apprized by public report, as

well as by a variety of concurring

circumftances, that fome fatal llroke

was in meditation; and they pro-

ceeded to liate, under the following

heads, the caufes which drew upon

them the enmity, and the prefent

evil intentions of the minifters ;—
the refiltance which they had made
to the two ruinous taxes on eilates

and on llamps ;—their refufal to ac-

knowledge their own competence to

the granting of fubfidies, and to ad-

mit the validity of the king's edicts

for that purpofe;—their foliciting a

convocation of the general ftates ;—
and their laying claim to liberty

for every individual fubjedl.

They thew declare it to be their

duty, to wichrcaad firmly all plans

and attempts of minifters contrary

to lawj and to the good cf the

nation. That the fyftem of com-
pliance with the king's ahlblute

will, as e.xprefied in his different

anfwers, was a proof of the rainif-

ter's deftructive projedl of annul-

ling the national government, which
parliament is bound to maintain,

and a duty from v.hich it will never

depart. That France is a king-

dom governed by a king according

to the laws.—And, that the right

of raifmg fubfidies is in the nation,

reprefented by the llates general

duly convened.
They
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They farther declare, that the

court of parliament, alone, has a

right to confiriii the king's orders

in every province, and to order

them to be enregiitered, in cak" they

are conformable to theconll-itutional

rights of the province, and to the

fundamental laws of the kingdom.

—That they have likewife the pri-

vilege of not being arrefted by any
order whatever, without being im-

mediately put into the hands of thofe

judges with whom they are con-

nected by their fituation.—That the

court protelb againll all ads offeree

attempted in violation of the prin-

ciples here laid down, and unani-

moufly declare that they are bound
by oath not k> deviate from thcfc

principles.—That each member is

refolved to oppofe all innovations,

nor will he adminifter juftice in any

place but the court itfclf, compofed
of the fame perfons, and pofTefling

the fame privileges.—And, that in

cafe they Ihould be compelled by
force to difperfe themfelves, and
rendered unable to aft in their pro-

per capacities, they each declare,

that they will return their privileges

and rights undiminiihcd into the

hands of the king, his family, the

peers of the realm, or the ftates ge-

neral. To guard againil any fup-

preffion of their afts at this fitting,

they ordered copies of thefe pro-

ceedings and refolutious to be im-
mediately tranfmitted to all the

courts of the kingdom.
It is eafily feen, that the three

lad claufes were the refult of the

late unavowed diicovery.

The king having ordered M.
d'Efpremenil, and M. do Monlam-
bert, two ot the moft adlive membt- rs

of the parliament, to be arrelied in

tlicir houfes, thtfe gentlemen, in

confeq'ience of niiv^ie intelligence,

evaded the immediate danger by
keeping out of the way, but did

not on that account refrain from at-

tcndmg in their places at a meeting

of parliament which was haftily

convened on that account the enfu-

ing morning. The fuddennefs of
the meeting did not prevent the at-

tendance of twelve peers, who, it

might be thought, were waiting in

readinefs to anUver any emergency
tliat ihould occur. The affembly

having taken into confideration the

meafures purfued on the preceding

night forarrefting the two members
in their houfes, unani- ^ ,

moufly concurred in a / 5
•

'Irong remonftrance upon the fub-

jeil, which they ordered to be pre-

fented to the king by a deputation

of their body.

In this piece, befides reiterating

former arguments with refpeft to

perfonal liberty in general, and their

own claims to peculiar privileges

and exemptions, they charge the

royal advifers with departing from
all the principles of monarchy, and
availing themfelves of every re-

fource which defpotifm could fug-

gell to overturn the fundamental

laws of the kingdom. And they

conclude, by reprefenting the evila

and dangers which rauit cnfue from,

fuch proceedings, and by beiVcch-

ing him to difcharge thofe who ad-

vii'ed them ; as the farther prol'e-

cution of them would involve the

public liberty and the lawful autho-

rity of the king in fuch difficulties

as to render it impoffible for the

magillrates to extricate ihem, or to

puri'ue their duty.

But they were now to experience

difficulties which perhaps they did

not expeft. The king refuled to

receive the deputation, and a r^^-

giment of giiardi fuddcaly fur-

rounding
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rounding the palais, prohibited the

departure of any of the members.

In this Hate uf conllcrnation and

apprehenfion, M. DegOut, who
commanded the troops, entered the

aflembly, and demanded, in the

king's name, that the two magif-

trates, whom he had ordered to be

arrefled, but who had made their

cfcape, fliould be delivered up to

him. A profound filence enfued

for fome time, and not a man would

point them out. At length the pre-

iident put an end to this folemn fi-

lence, by rifing up and declaring,

(accompanied with the acclamations

of the whole court) that he, and
every other perfon prefent, was a

d'Efpremenil and a Monfambert,

for that they all coincided entirely

with thefe members in their opi-

nions. On this anfwer, M. De-
gout returned to the king for frefh

inftruftions ; and fo infirm and in-

decifive was his council, fo deftitute

cf refource were his minifters, that

this fmall, and eafily to be forefeen

difficulty, occafioned a paufe of full

twenty hours before an anfwer, or

the meafures to be purfued, could

be determined.

During all this time, the parlia-

ment continued locked up in its

chamber, and furrounded on all-

iides by guards. On M.Degout's
return, he fummoned all the mem-
bers to their refpeclive places, and
charged them, under the penalty of

being declared guilty of high trea-

fon, to point out M. d'Efpjemenil

and M. de Monfambert. Not a word
of anfwer was returned, nor a look

tending to fupply its place, until the

iilence was broken by the rifmg of

the two members in queftion, who
requelled the permiflion of tlje court

to deliver themfelves up. The for-

mer was conducted to the ftate pri-

fon of St. Marguerite, in one of the

iflands near Toulon ; and Monfam-
bert to the Pierre Encife.

Neither this example, nor the

imprelfion made by fo many hours

confinement under an armed force,

were at all futlicient to change
the conduct, much lefs to break the

fpirit of the parliament. They were
afl'ured of the fupport of a powerful

political faflion, under whofe influ-

ence they were believed to ad ; and
Hill farther fortified by the general

fpirit and difpofition of the nation,

from thofe new ideas of liberty,

and of the principles of govern-

ment, which were fo fuddenly and fo

univerfally fpread throughout all

ranks and orders of the people.

The 8th of May being appointed

by the king for holding a bed of
juftice at Verfailles, and it being

expeded by themfelves, as well as

every body elfe, that the appre-

hended tempell would on that day
fall upon the parliament, that body
fpent the intervening time in pre-

paring a long and argumentative

addrefs, to be prefented to him by
the prefident, before the final de-

nunciation took place. Reprefen-

tations of this fort were now fo fre-

quent, that the entering particularly

into them would be equally tirefome

and ufelefs. The principal new heads

of grievance were, the late violence

committed by invefling the feat of
fovereign jurtice with armed men
during the fitting of parliament,

including all its attending circum-

ftances ;—the arbitrary power cxer-

cifed in the feizure of the two mem-
bers ;—and the refufal of the king;

to receive their deputation.

Ln expatiating on thefe fubjeds,

fome Hrong exprellions are ufed.

They partly charge, and partly in-

fmuate, a fixed fyliem for the over-

throw

^K.
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tTirow of the eftablifhed conilitut'on

or goverHment, by changing the

monarchy into a defpotifm, to have

been in train ever iince the year

1771.—They tcil the king in un-

qualified terms, that the French na-

tion will never adopt the defpotic

meafures which he is advifed to.—
That the fundamental laws of the

kingdom muft not be trampled on,

and that his authority can only be

cftcemed fo long as it is tempered
with juftice.—They declare for

themfelves, that the interelh of the

nation have determined each and
every member not to take any part,

either as a body, or individuals, in

any funiElions which may be the con-

fequence of new regulations ; nor

will they aflift in any meafures which
are not founded on the unanimous re-

folutions of parliament, endued with

all its privileges- Such, they fay, is the

nature of the French monarchy, and

a departure from i: may produce the

molt unhappy confequences.

The parliament liad previoufly

entered formal proteits againft the

feizure and imprifonmcnt of the

magi Urates-

May 8 .
9" opening the bed of

' 'juftice, the king, prepara-

tory to the introduction of his re-

forms, pronounced a fpeech of ex-

traordinary length, and loaded with

fcverities againlt the conduct of the

parliament. He charges them with

pcrfevering in a continual deviation

from their duty, on every point, for

a year palt. 'Fhat not fatisfied with

placing the opinions of individual

members on a level with the fovc-

reign authority, they had prefumed
to afTert, that no edift could be va-

lid without their rcgillry, while they

declared, that they could not be

forced to the performance of that

duty, even though the nation fuf-

fered by the refufal: that the pro-

vincial parliaments had followed

their example both in their preten-

fions and afts: that the confequences

have been, that laws equally necef-

fary and defirable have not been
carried into execution : that the moir
ufeful operations of government
have been interrupted or Itopped,

and public credit greatly injured:

that jultice has been fufpended, and
the national tranquillity (haken.

The king declared, that he owed
to his fubjeifts, to himfelf, and to his

fucceflbrs, the fupprefiion of thefc

exceifcs. That he might have infiid-

ed punilhment; but he rather chocries

to remedy the evil, and prevent i-ts

effeds. That he had, indeed, been
obliged topunifh a few of the ma-
giltrates; but afts of rigocr -were

contrary to his nature, even whea
they were indifpenfablc. That he
did not intend to deftroy his p.irlia-

ments, but to bring them back to

their duty, and within the limits of
their original inititutions; to con-
vert the moment of a crifis into a
falutary epocha for Uls fubjeds; lc»

begin a reform in the judicial order,

by that of the tribunals, which are

the bafe of it; to procure juttice to

be adminiilcred in a more expedi-

tious and lefs cxpcnfive mannerj
and to entruit the nation again witlj

the exercife of its lawful rights,

which mull always be united with

his. That he would moreover elta-

bllfh, in every part of his kingdom,
that unity of defign and fylteni, thac

correfpondence of the parts with the

whole, without which a great llate

is only weakened by the number and
extent of its territories. That the

order he intended to ellablini was not

new ; for th-jre was but one parlia-

ment in the kingdom when Philip

the Fair fi:i:cd his rcfideucc ax Paris..

That
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That a large ftate fhould have bat

one king, one law, and one power to

enregillcr its adts. That tribunals,

with a jurifdiflion confined to pre-

fcribed limits, riiould have the fu-

ture fuperintende/.cc oi the majo-

rity of law-fuits; and the parliaments

thofe of greater importance and con-

fequence. That then- fhould be a

fingle court of judicatuic, in which
the laws common to the whole

kingdom Ihould be enregiltercd and
preferved; and that to complete the

whole reform, a general affembly of
the llates fhould be convened, not

only once, but every time the flate

of afiairs fliould require it. ' Such,"
fays the king, " is the re eftablifh-

** ment which my love for my peo-
" pie has prepared ; and I confecrate
" this day for the commencement
" of their happinefs, which is my
« only defire."

M. de Lamoignon, the keeper of

the feals, followed the king in a

fpeech preliminary to the introduc-

tion of the new code, which was fo

voluminous as to fill a quarto vo-

lume of more than 400 pages. The
ordinances, though printed, were

each figned by the king, and coun-

terfigned by the Laron de Ere-

teuil.

The firfl of thefcj with refpcft to

importance, though not the fiiil; in

place, and that which excited fo

much oppcfition and alarm, was the

eftabljfliment of the cour plenicre;

the fupreme authority of which was
confidered by the parliaments as vi-

olently invafive of their privileges

and rights, and as totally fubverfive

of their power. The ordinance

(we knew not upon what ground)

calls this inflitution a re-ejiabiljhmeiit ;

and the members were to hold their

places for life, which tended much
to free their proceedings from the

influence of the croun, riotwitb-
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Handing their original appointment
by it.

Another ordinance affedled the

parliament of Paris fo deeply, that

it could not be lefs odious to that

body than the former. It went to

the rcdudion of the number of its

members, from 120 to 67. This
meafure was founded on or fup-

ported by a precedent, derived in-

deed from bad times and an arbi-

trary reign. This was the cele-

brated edidl of Louis the Xlth, dated

the 2 1 11 of O&ober, I467, which
peremptorily ordains that tlie par-

liament of Paris ftiall be compofed
of a prefident, nine fub-prefidents,

twelve counfellors chofen from a-

mong the clergy, with a prefcribed

number of commoners and honorary

members, which was not in the

whole by any means to exceed that

Vv-e have ftaced. So that this was
in fad, rather the revival of an old

law, than a new regulation with re-

fpccl to that body.

1'he firll ordinance, with refpedl

to place, went to the eftablidiment

of a new order in the adminiftration

of civil julUce in the provinces. Two
new courts were to be inllituted in

each of the feveral dillrifts therein

fpecified ; the one to decide all litiga-

tions not exceeding in value 4,000
livrcs ; the other, all fuch above that

amount, as fhall not exceed 20,000
livres; referving to the parliaments

in their refpedlive provinces, when
they refume their functions, the right

of determining all fuits of greater

importance.

The fecond went to the abolition

of thofe inferior courts, which in

France were numerous, and whofe

degrees of authority being ill de-

lined, and in different places vari-

oufly extended in the exercife, not

only occafioned much perplexity and

confufion in the court; of julUcc, hut

^ tended
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tended likewife to nourifh a fpirit of

endlefs litigation among the people.

The funflions of thcfe petty courts

were (and feemingly with great

propriety) transferred to the lupe-

rior tribunals.

Another ordinance went to that

excellent reform in the courfe of

criminal juf'tice, of which we have

bi.-fore taken notice : the laft of all

went to the vacation of the parlia-

ment of Paris, as well as of all the

otiiers tiiroughout the kingdom.
They were to remain fufpended in

all their funiftions until the king's

pleafure was farther known ; and
during that period were ftridlly pro-

hibited, both generally and indivi-

dually, to afiemble or deliberate

upon any affair public or privale ; the

king declaring that he would, in the

mean time, purfue the proper mea-
fures for carrying the new ordi-

nances into execution.

The ordinances being read and
regiflered, the king concluded the

bufmcfs by a (hort fpeech, in which,

after obferving that they had jull

heard his will, and that the more
moderate it was, the more llridliy he

would have it fulfilled and enforced;

he Itated, that all his regulations and
intentions were directed in every

thing to the good and happinefs of
his liabjedls. That he depended
upon the zeal and fidelity of thofe

who were immediately called to

compofe his cnur pUniere; and that

he had no doubt but others of the

magiitracy Wvjuld, by their good
condud, merit his favour, and to be

accordingly fuccefhvely called to

that fupreme alfembly.

During thefe whole proceedings,

the mull profound filence v/as ob-
fervcd by the pr.rliament, and the

meeting was immediately broken up
at the king's departure. But on
Vol. XXXT.

the following day, what is ,

c.llled' the grand aflembly of " ^'

parliament was fummonfid, and held

at fo early an hour, that their pro-

teft was dated at feven o'clock in

the morning. In that piece they re-

prefent to the king, that their filence

in his prefence on the preceding
day, was not to be confidercd as any
confent on their fide to his majefiy's

edifts ;—that, on the contrary, they
totally diiclairh taking any part in

what pafTed at that fitting, or giving

their ianftion to it ;—that they fur-

ther decline accepting any feat in

that new court liis majefty wifhes to

ellablifh, called La Cour Plejiiere;——

and that they cannot accept of it,

from its being contrary to their duty,

their oath, and their fidelity to his

majefty.

The proteft of the parliament was
feconded by a letter figned by fe-

veral of the peers, and addrelTed to

the king. In this they declare them-
felves penetrated with the deepeft

forrow at the attempt now made to

fubvert the fundamental principles

of the government fo long efta-

bliOied in the kingdom. That they

fhall at all times confider it their

duty to give to all his fubjefts

examples of refpeft and fubmiffion;

but that their confciences, and the

fidelity which they owe to his ma-
jefty, will not furter them to take
any part in the fundlions which thefe

new edifts impofe on the peerage,

'i'hat they therefore take tiie liberty

of laying at the foot of the throne

this declaration, dictated by tiie pur-

eft fentiments of honour, and of
zeal for the true interefts of his

majefty, which are ever infeparable

from thofe of the nation.

This extraordinary adherence of
a great body of the peerage to the

parliament could not, in the prefenc

[ JS
]

circumilances.
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circumftances, butbe txtrcraely em-
barralling to the court; and not the

kfs fo for its being entirely unex-

pefted, although it would icem to

require no great flcill in divination

to have foreboded the event. Nor
does it appear that the clergy werelefs

difpofed to fupport the parliament

than the peers : fo fudden and won-
derful a revolution had taken place

in the fentirnenis of a nation, whore

leading charafteriftic for ages had

been a fulfome adulation of, and

blind attachment to their monarchs,

and to whofe glory they fecmed to

ha\ e dedicated the exertion of all

their faculties, whethtr in peace or

in war.

As if the 9:th of May had

been deftined for a day of continual

a citation, the kinfj fuddenlv convok-

ed the parhamenr, after the morn-
ing bufmefs of the proteil was over.

It is not eafy to furmife upon what
principle he adopted this meafure

;

for the fnort fpeech which he pro-

nounced upon the cccauon,was little

inore than a repetition or confir-

mation of what he had declared the

the day before, as to the determined

firmnefs of his refoluticn to purfue

the fyrteni then announced, and
without regard to any impediments

Of obllaclej, to carry the new ordi-

nances into execution. Some con-

ciliatory exprellions were, indeed,

ihrown out towards the clofe of the

fpeech, where the king, after obferv-

tng that the cbjedts of the new plan

were the general tranquillity of the

kingdc:r.>,and the welfare of the peo-

ple, declares his reliance on the zeal

and fidelity of the pa.rliament for the

good of his fervice, when he fhould

have fixed on proper perfons to

compofe his fupreme afiembly ; and
he concludes with an allurance that

he ihould call :heni together before
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the ordinary time of their fiuingj. if

the fituation of public afiairs, and the

nccefiides of the llatC;, ihould fo re-

quire.

This produced, as might have

been expedcd, another memorial

on the fame evening from the par-

liament, in which they peremptorily

perfill in all their pail refolutions j

and further proteft,. and again de-

clare, that they will not aililt at any

deliberation in the fupreme afiem-

bly which h\i majelly was" about to

inititiue. They then refolve, that

as it IS not in their power to deliver

that proteil to tlie perfon whofe for-

mer province it was to receive it,

and fearing that it would not be pre-

fented to the king;, they had charged

one of their members to carry it to

a notary, in order thiit it might be

formally depofued ; and they have

likewife given him orders to print

off as many copies of it as might

be neceilary to make it publicly and

authentically known.
This care of publication, under

the inflamed and very dangerous ap-

pearances which prevailed through-

out the nation, was not confiltent

either with the wiidom or patr iotifra

of parliament; and ieemed rather

to indicate the violence of a party*

determined to carry their pomt at

all eveiits, and without regard to

confequcnces, than the refultof thofe

cool and cautious deliberations,

which, looking equally to the rights

of the crown and the people, re-

garded the prefervation of the pub-

lic tranquillity as their firfi objedl,

and the higheft of all duties.

But while tlie parliament were

thus engaged at Verfailles, their

head quarters, and what might be

confidered as their citadel, was fud-

denly carried by a couJ> a'e main at

Paris* For the governor of that

city^
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city, properly attended, proceeded

to the palais royah where, entering

the different chambers, and opening

the preffjs and bureaus, he took

poflfeflion of all the papers and ar-

* chives of every kind appertaining to

the parliament ; and this bufmefs

b;:;ing hnillied, after locking, and
clapping the king's fe^il upon the

doors, he carried away the keys.

All the other parliaments in the

kingdom were about the fan^.e time

fufpcnded from iheir funftlons, and
forbidden, under the feverell penal-

ties, from re-afTembling, from hold-

ing any private meetings, or from

iffaing any refolutions or opinions

whatever upon public afl'airs.

The Chaielct, a coaj t next in re-

putation, authority, and dignity to

the great chamber of parliament,

was fo far from being difmayed at

r 1 thtfe proceedings, that after a

fitting of 36 hours, they ilTued

an infirument under the name of an

arret (but which feems more pro-

perly a declaration or protell) in

which, after declaring how deeply

they are affefted by leeijig the va-

rious ads of authority exercifed a-

gainll the different feats of magif-

tracy th'-oughout the kingdom, they

particularize the following inltances

:

The featofjuftice invefted by armed
troops ; the liberty of luffrages

wantonly violated, h'^ arreting and
confining magiilrales, who could not

be perfonally anfwerable for delibe-

rations which were dillinft and pe-

culiarly appropriate to themfelves

;

that magiliracy was thus debafed,

and all order overthrown, under a

monarch who had declared " that he
•' never would reign but according to

" the tenor of the laws;" and that,

as the edids and declarations report-

ed by his majelly's attornies, had not

been deliberated upon by parliament,

who has a certain and undifputed

right, acknowledged by the monarch
Jiimfelfj to addrcfs their remon-
ftrances to him (a right which they

cannot polTibly exercjfe at prefenr,

on account of the forced fufpenfioa

of their fundions) tliat court de-
ck»re unanimoufly,that they cannot,

and ought not, to proceed to the

reading, publiihingj or regillering

the faid edidls, declarations, and or-

ders.

In the intermediate time, a dake^

three other peers^ and two arch-

bifliops, prefentcd themfelves in

pcrfon to the king at Verlailles, and
delivered into his own hands a pa-

per of fo extraordinary a nature,

that neither the names of the pre-

fcnters or fubfcribers were ever

given. It was entitled, the humble
and dutiful addrcfs of the fubfcri-

bers, in behalf of themfelves and
the publlck ; and was figned by

47 peers and blfliops, " for them-
felves and the nation."

They declare the^rief with which
they find themfelves obliged to ap-

proach his majefty in the line of
their duty; but it is a duty, they

fay, which they cannot refiff, con-

fidering the prefent very alarming

(late of public affaiis, the difcon-

tentJ which prevail among people

of all ranks, t!ie tumults that have

already occurred, the accounts that

are daily arriving of freih infur-

redions of the moil alarming kind,

and lllU more than any, the caufes

to which all thcfe evils are openly

and generally attributed.

They farther declare, upon tlv-

fame ground of .'hewing their mo-
tives and duty, that, as princes

pledged in the name of the wliole

nobilily for the prefervation of the

laws, as peers born for the fecurliy

of the throne, and as citizens bound

[ -S ] a f.-r
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'for the public welfare, they cannot,

confirtently with their loyalty to his

majellv, their duty to thcmfelvcs, to

the nation, and to pollerity, let the

prefcnt period pafs unnoticed. That,

whatever be their forrow for the

occafion, duty prefTes them forward,

juiMce requires, and zeal for the

conftitutional law of the land im-
pels them to remonftratc at his

throne.^

That from thcfe motives and
caufes, they were bound to proteft

againfl: the diflblution of the na-

tional parliament ; againfl: all the

late edids, as well thofe relative to

the cour phniere, as others, and in

general againft every adi which

militated againft thofe eftabliflied

laws whofe foundations had been

laid on wifdom, moderation, and

juftice.

That with the pureft loyalty they

lay their fentiments before the king,

hoping that God may incline their

fovereign to re-confider thele mea-
fures, and to permit in future things

to go on in that channel to which

for ages they had been accuftomed

;

and thereby prevent an alteration

which could not but entail the moil

ruinous confequences ; confequences

too eafily to be forefeen, both on the

fovereign and on the people.

This remonftrance, independently

ef its language or fpirit, afforded a

moft alarming and forrowful demon-
llration to the king, how totally he

had loft all weight and influence

with the two great bodies of the

nobles and clergy (who, with few
exceptions, had at all times been the

zealous and powerful fupporters of
the crown) at a period v/hen he v/as

already fo deeply involved in a con-

teft with the parliaments, and con-

fequently with the people at large,

who ever adhered to them, and

confidered whatever caufe they were

engaged in as common to both.

It was at the time reported, and

we can give it only as a report, that

a council having been held on the

evening after this remonftrance was

delivered, kttres de cachet were there

abfolutely figned and iffued againft

all the fubfcribers ; but that at mid-

night, Monfieur (the king's next

brother, and the favourite of the

people) went to the royal bedcham-
ber, and prevailed on the king to

have them recalled.

In the mean time, nothing could

be more alarming than the temper

which now became prevalent among
all orders and clafTes of the people,

and the afpeft which almoft every

part of the kingdom exhibited.

Paris prefented every morning the

new fpeftacle, of fedicious, inflam-

matory, or treafonable written or

printed papers, pofted upon the

gates and corners of the flreets.

An incendiary libel of the moft a-

trocious nature and dangerous ten-

dency was detedled at a private

printing-houfe, where the prefs was
deftroyed, and the printed copies, to

the amount of feveral hundreds,

feizcd ; but a number of others, it

feems, had been already diftributed,

and feveral were moft daringly put

up on the city gates, and other pub-
lic places: although the king was
openly branded in them with the

appellation of tyrant ; charged with

having trampled with impunity upon

the deareft rights of the people;

and, that he, who fhould be their

father, was become their bittereft

enemy, and moft implacable op-
prefTor. In a fimilar Ifrain of fedi-

tious invcLtive, the people are re-

proached with want of fpirit, for not

having already punifhed their op-

preffors ; and every other inftlgation

4 to
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to immediate violence and rebellion

is clofed by that emphatic fcrip-

ture phrafe which had been ufcd fo

many ages ago in fimilar combiif-

tions, ot " To your tents, O Jf-

rael !"

In feveral of the provinces things

feemed to wear a worfe appearance

even than in Paris. Bretagne had
been for fome time in a ftrange

Hate of diforder. Some local dif-

putes between the nobles and the

peafants had induced both fides

to take up arms in feveral places,

in fupport of their real or fup-

pofed rights ; and as they could

not accommodate their own dif-

ferences, they feemed difpofed to

let a fruitlefs ta£k lie dormant for

a time, until they had improved

their faculties, by a careful in-

veftigation of public grievances.

Through the agitation produced

by thefe joint operating caufes

of public and domeftic grievance

(though we have received but

little information of the particu-

lars) it appears upon the whole,

that the flame became fo violent,

and the commotions fo alarming,

that the bifhop of Rennes found

it neceiTary to fet out himfclf ex-

prefs to Paris, and to ufe fuch ex-

pedition as to fpend but 36 hours

on a journey of 200 miles, in order

to lay before the King a clear

llatement of the dangerous fitua-

tion of affairs in that province.

,
In the provinces farther fouth

things were little better. The
parliaments of Tholoufe and Greno-
ble were both in exile, and fome
of the moft refradory members
had been committed to ilate pri-

fons. This procedure irritated the

inhabitants ot thefe provincial capi-

tals fo highly, that they were guilty

of the greateft exceflcs and vio-

lences, in all which they were fup-

ported by their country neighbours,
and encouraged, or confirmed in

their conduct, by the people at

large. The parliament of Tholoufe
having, before . their difperfion,

pafled the llrongeft refolutions

againft the admiffion of the new
ordinances, and the ellablilhment
of the new court, the people
determined, in their abfence, effec-

tually to fupport their defign. This
led them to fuch excelfes, that

the count de Perigord, governor
of Languedoc, and hitherto one
of the bell beloved noblemen in

France, was, notwithftanding his

popularity, and great natural in-

fluence in the country, obliged to

fly precipitately from that city.

Two regiments, who were quartered
there under his command, were
likcwife obliged to withdraw, whillt

the inhabitants not only took pofTef-

fion of the gates, but are faid to

have taken up the pavements, as

providing for a fiege or bombard-
ment.

This was the firft inftance in

which the attachment of the army
to the crown had ever been called iu

quelHon ; but it was now flrcngiy

reported, notwithftanding the great-

eft endeavours to keep it lecret,

that the governor general of Lan-
guedoc actually put the fidelity ef
the troops to the teit, and that

the two regiments peremptorily

refufed to fire upon their country-

men. From this circumftance, and
fome others correfponding with it,

which took place about the fame
time, it came to be generally

whifpered, that in cafe of matters

being carried to the laft degree
of extremity, the army would not

fupjjort the court in its opprellive

defigns againft the people i a new,

[ ^ ] 3 ana
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nnd feeiTiingly a ft.ange oririorr,

in {0 long ellabliiiuJ zn rivbura'-y

and iTiHitary fyl-'-;!!! ol g>>vcrntnc-nr

;

but which fervcd to inlpire great

con fid "•.'.ce and iplrit in the nume-
rous uifcon tainted part of the na-

tion.

At Grenoble, in Dauphiny, the

exceiics were car;it'd to the higheft

point of exorbitance; and much
blood was even reported to have

been (he.d in the conflids between

the military and the inhabitants,

who were joined by fome thou-

fands of the neighbouring moun-
taineers, All means of communi-
cation, whether by poll or other-

wife, between Paris and the pro-

vinces, were at this time fo much
interrupted, by the caution of the

pourt in the examination cf letr

ters, and the extreme violence of
party gave beiides fo de';p a

tindure to every thing that paffcd

through that medium, that little

faith can be placed on any ac-

counts given under {uch circum-

llances.

It feems, however, tolerably af-

certained, that the life of the duke
(de Tonnere, who governed that

p' evince, was in imminent danger ;

that he was obliged to furrender

the keys of the palace to the in-

iurgents for its prcfervation ; that

among other outrages they plun-

liered his large and valuable cabi-

net ol medal-s and curiofuies ; and
that they had tlueatencd^ during

the oppofnion of the troops, to

fet the four corners of ti»e town
on fire at the fame inftant. They
Ukewife tcok pofilfiion of the ar-

fenal, from which tliey furnillitd

thei'nfehes with artillery, arms and

ammuniiior!. Several lives muH
uiidoubiediy have been loft in the

courfe of thele diforders, bat it is

2

eviflent that none cf the bloody

nialTacres which were reported at

the time took place. It is faid,

that although the troops did not,

like their fellows at Tholoufe, ab-

folutely refule to obey their offi-

cers, yet that they adlcd with fucK

llackncfs and- apparent relutlance,

as contributed more than the num-
ber or force of the mrJcontents,

to defeat the effeft; and lulliciently

convinced their commanders that

they were no longer to be traited.

The parliament of Britany,

which, as well as the province at

hirge, had long been in a Hate of

great and continual variance with

the court, in defiance of the king's

po&tive orders, adembled at Ren-
nes (their capital) in the begin-

ning of June, and afte/ fuiing from

four o'clock in the morning until fix

in the evening, among oiher vio-

]cnt refolutions pafu.-d one in which

they declared all perfons, who
fliould in any degree attempt to

carry tlje new ordinances into exe-

cution to be guilty of high trea-

fon, and to be profecuted and pu-

nifhed as fuch. They were after-

wards furrounded and their pro-

ceedings interrupted by a llrong

detachment of the troops in gar-

rjfon ; but the inhabitant^.- flying in

trouds to the refcue of the parlia-

ment, and being joined by a vail

concourfe of people from the ad-

jacent country, the troops found

themfelves compelled, after a great

riot and fome mifchief had taket^

place, to give way to the ini-

menfe muliitude of their antago-

nills, and relinquifh their defignj

while no perfon would venture tQ

ferve the lettres de cachet, which

had been fent down for the exile

or imprifonmcnt of the mem-
bers.

I?
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It does not appear that the

troops upon tlils occafioii Ihev/ed

any reluflance to the difcharge

of their duty. We hear no more
of the parliament, who perhaps

did not think it fafe to proceed

to greater lengths. A great pro-

vincial meeting was however con-

vened, in order to deteimine upon
the moft eiFeclual meafures for op-

pofing the execution of the new
ordinances. At this aiTembly a

grand depntatior, compofed of

ieveral eminent perfons, was ap-

pointed to proceed to Vcrfailles,

and to remonflrate ftrongly with

the king, in the name of the

province, agaiuil: the cour pleniere

in particular, as being deemed the

greateft innovation, and the moll

dangerous to the parliaments, and
in general againft all the other

new tribunals and ordinances.

The confidence and ardour v/ith

which the deputation fet out on
their commillion, was fuddenly

checked upon their arrival at Ver-
failles, for they we/e not only re-

fufed an audience, but committed
clofe prifoners to the Ealhle.

During this feafon of fruitlefs

hope, continual difappoinrment,

conftant turmoil, vexation and
alarm, the agitation of the king's

mind was frequently fo great and
apparent, as to excite the cotn-

paffion of all who had an oppor-

tunity of being near his perfon

;

who were convinced that there

could not be many men in his

large dominions farther removed
from happinefs than he evidenily

was. It was univerfally acknow-
ledged on all fides, and by all

parties, that no man could mean
better, or more fervently wifli and
fully intend the happinefs of his

fubjefts; fo that the epithet of

nuell-beloved fecmed a tribute

flowing involuntarily from the

heart; of the people ; and foreign-

ers as well as natives held but

one opinion as to the juftnefs of

the application. For the king's

wifh to promote the eafe, content,

and happinefs of the people, was
not a pallive or inert difpofitlon,

indulged only in fpeculation ; it

was embodied and brought fully

into act; he had done more in a

few years for the gratification and

benefit of his fubjefts, than had
been done by all liis predecefTors,

put together, from the foundation

of the monarchy.

Unfortunately the Itate was too

deeply involved in debt and embar-
rafTment to be extricated or re-

lieved by any thing within the im-

mediate powers of the crown : the

fame benevolent difpofition which

made him ready upon^ every oc-

cafion to relinqailli his perfonal

interefts, rendered him averfe to

tlie execution of fuch vigorous

and decil^.ve mcafures as the exi-

gencies of his affairs abfolutely re-

quired. To which is to be add-

£d, that in con-fequence of the

late reforms, diclated by the fame

love for his people, the monarchy
had been difmantled of what formed

an eflential part of its ftrengtU

and fccurity.

It is well known that a confider-

able proportion of the numerous
nobility of France have always

been dependent on the crown
for the means of fupporting their

rank, and preferving the dignity

of their families. All thefe faw

themfelves now for ever cut ofF

from that refource, the king having

equally put it out of his power
to beltow bour^ty, and to reward

merit or fervicc. Above fourhun-

{D\^ drcd
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dred peifons had already loft their

offices in the royal houiehold, and
were turned adrift upon the world

without means or refource ; a much
greater number were aifefted in

the fame ra;mner by the reduc-

tions in the military departments.

It would not have been in human
r.ature, that fuch a change of condi-

tion, and fuch a blite upon hope,

did not produce a correfpondent

change of feniiments in the fuf-

ferers, who, if they did not think

themfelves adtually injured, felt

themfelves at leaft ruined, and re-

ceived little comfort in refletting

upon the caufc or neceffity of the

iTjeafure j while that great number
who were not yet in a llate to be

lofers, but who might be faid

to live ill a great meafure upon

the hope arjd credit of future fa-

vour and provifion, feeing pow all

the plcafmg profpeds in life which
they had been ufed to flatter them-

felves with at once cut oft", thought

themfelves no lefs unfortunate than

the former : they all naturally di-

rected their views to other pro-

fpetts aiid to other refourccs ; and

thus the king lo fc the attachment

of that brave and powerful order

of men, who had hitherto been

the conllant fupporteas and de-

fenders of the monarchy.

lllpon the fame principle of re-

lieving the people, the crown was

farther weakened by reducing the

gens d'armes, and other corps of

houlhold troops, who befides their

inviolable attachment to the royal

perfon and fcimily, had, by their

extraordinary courage, and pecu-

liar fenfe of honour, powerfully

contributed to raife the military

renown and glory of France, to

that high pitch at which they

arrived under Louis XlV. and his

fucccllbr.

The indi'iution of provincial af-

fembiics afforded a notable inllance

of the king's wifltes to render

government as eafy as poffiblc to

the people, and even to admit

them to fomething approaching

to a republican fhare in the in-

ternal adniiniflration of their af-

fairs. 'I'hefe affemblies were to

be compofed of a prefcribed num-
ber oi each of the three ef-

tates, the nobles, clergy and com-
mons, the members being freely

elected by their refpeftive orders

;

fo that each aHembly feemed in

itfjf a circumfcribcd meeting of

the flates general ; who were,

however, paramount over all. They
were to communicate to the, crown
information and advice on all mat-
ters relative to the province, in-

cluding the fentiments and parti-

cular grievances of the people,

and had authority in many cafes

to redrefs the latter ; one of their

principal objeds was to attend to

the coUedion of the revenue, an4
to remedy all abufes in that de-

partment; and though they were
not endued with powers to lay

on taxes, they were to point out

thofe that were oppreflive or vexa-

tious, and to recommend others

upon a better principle. They
poiTeiTed other powers, which we
have not feen fully explained ; nor

was there time to experience the

benefits which the eftablilh-

ment of the provincial aflemblies

was capable of producing. This
meafure, however, if not allowed

to be a great advance towards a

new conftitution, v/as, at leaft, a
wonderful and little expedled im-
provement of the old.
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The aflembly of the notables,

whatever were its defeats, had

done great things towards meliorat-

ing the government, and better-

ing the condition of the lower

orders of the people. In the per-

formance of thele beneficial acls

they were much indebted, not only

to the prompt operation of the

courc and minifterv, but to their

inceflantjy pointing out abufes, and

propoling reforms; fo that it would

not be eafy to determine on v/hich

fide many of the meal'ures of im-
provement originated. The enor-

mities which prevailed in the mode
of levying the taxes, and the bound-
lefs peculation which attended tne

colleilion, befides being ruinous to

the flate, had, from the days of

Sully, been a conllant, fource of

the molt intolerable grievance and
oppreflion to the people. This fub-

jed the notables entered deeply into,

traced various evils to their fource,

and recommended j.udicious re-

medies, which were immediately
adopted.

The abolition of the corvee, in

•kind, which had for ages been a

fource of conllant oppreflion to

the country people, through the

partial and unjultifiable manner in

which the compu'fion to labour

upon the roads had been frequently

exercifed, was an adl fcarcely of

greater utility than of mercy with

refpedl to that moft ufeful clafs

of mankind. The commutation of

money for perfonal fervice, at the

option of the farmer, and thereby

freeing him from the tyranny of

petty officers, along with other

regulations which went to guard

9gainft oppreffion in any Ihape or

cafe, rendered the duty fo com-
paratively light, that it fcemed

fcarcely to be any longer confider-

ed as a burthen.

Other regulations, though lower
in degree, were Hill of great pub-
lic utility. Of thefe was the re-

moval of the barriers between the
different provinces, and the aboli-

tion of all internal taxes, duties

and rcllridions upon the tranfit of
commodities from one to another,
which had ever been fo perni-
cious a check to the internal com-
merce of the country. The de-
cree for laying open and free ths
commerce of grain throughout the

kingdom, may perhaps be confi-

dered of ftill greater . importance.
Though we have already mentioned
the relief afforded to the proteibnts,
yet a meafure which afforded fe-

curity and happinefs to fo conll-

derable a portion of the people,
ftiould not be overlooked in this

enumeration of public benefits.

To thofe benefits ailually con-
ferred, may be fairly and with-
out violence added, that greateft
of all which was yet only in con-
templation, it being at the pre-
fent impoifible to be carried into
execution. This was no lefs than
the total abolition of the gabelies
throughout the kingdom, which
had ever been the opprobrium of
the French government, and the
moft odious and intolerable of ail

fchemes of taxation to the people.
This fublime idea, as it was de-
fervedly termed in the affembly,
was communicated to the notables

on the day of their rifmg, by
Monfieur, the king's brother, who
declared, that it was his majelly's

firlt wifli and moft earnell inten-

tion, and that he Ihould ever confi-

der the moment of its accom-
plifhracrit as the happicft of his
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!ife. This declaration undoubtedly

contributed to the extraordinary

adulation which marked the Ipeeches

of that day, when the mayor, or

CJilef magiHrate of Paris, fe^king

not to be outdone in that figure

t)f fpcech called the hyperbole,

made ufe of the following cx-

prelhons : — « That Louis XVI.
•* would have been the exemplar
*' and model upon which Henry
« the Great would have formed
*' himfelf, if the partial deftiny Of
" the prefent generation of French-
" men had not referved him to

*' complete their happinefs." It

was at no very diftant period that

the king wa5 to be taught ex-

perimentally the tnie value of

adulation and compliments.

It may, however, with truth and

iulVice be affirmed, that few long

reigns j-n any country, even among
ihofe confidered as the belt and

moft glorious, have through their

whole courfe been adorned with

{o many patriotic and beneficent

a£ls, as had within a fliort fpace of

time been communicated to the

public in the prtfent. And it is

evident, that if Louis XVL had

lived at any other period fince

the foundation of the French jmo-

narchy, his name would have been

jiow idolized, and that he would

have been univerfally confidered as

the father of his people. So much
may a man's fortune and fame

depend upon the period as well

as the country in which he is

born.

To render the great improve-

ments which, in conformity with

the advice of the notables, had

been made in the management and

toUeciioa of the public revenue

jchoroughly efreiflive, a new, efficient,

and rcfponfible council of finance,

compofed of feveral of the great

officers of ilate, was inflituted, im-
mediately after the riiing of that

body; a meafure which they had

indeed recommended, but was not

at the time abfolutely agreed to.

This council was bound to publifh

annually a clear flatement of the

receipts and expenditure of the

preceding year, fo that the balance,

which had long been, and for the

prefent mull be the deficiency of

the former, might be feen at a

fingle view, and all the particulars

on both fides of the account were

open to public infpedion and exa-

mination. No meafure could have

afforded greater fatisfadlion, or have

been more generally popular, than

the inftitution of this council, if

time had been afi-brded for its

efFedl to operate. For the whole bu-

finefs of finance being before lodged

(with fcarcely any check upon him)

in the hattds of a comptroller gene-

ral, thefe minifters were univerfally

fufpeded and charged with the

moft unbounded and proi!:gate vva.le

of the public treafare : and thefe

accufations having been in many
inllances ftrongly fupported by
concurrent circumftances, much of

the public diitrefs had, at various

times, and probably with too much
reafon, been attributed lo this

caufe.

But thefe reforms and improve-

ments, however excellent in their

delign, and however beneficial they

might hereafter prove in their ef-

fed, could aflord no prefent relief

to government. The notables, there*

fore, recommended to the king,

after all the retrenchments which

he had already made, a ftill far-

ther reduftion in the royal and

public
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public expences, to the extraor-

dinary amount of 40 millions of

livres annually. Though this pro-

pofal was complied with, that

alTcmbly were Itill fenfible, that

this faving, great as it was, could

in no degree iapply the immediate

exigencies of the ftiae, by enabling

government to fulfil the public en-

gagements to its creditors, and at

the fame time to provide for the

unavoidable civil and military

eilabllfhrnents. For thefe purpofes,

a tax or taxes were indifpenfably

neccHary, upon the fecurity of

which fuch a loan could be raifeJ,

as would be fufticient to extripate

the itate from its prefent dirficultics,

and thereby afford time for the

fyllem of reform and ceconomy

now adopted, as weil as the un-

exampled prefents made by the

fovereign to the public* to operate

in producing their proper efFcfts.

Though the notables had dif-

claimed all authority in themfelves

to grant fupplies, and only .i.fTumed

to advife or recommend, yet their

fandtion, firil in lliewing the abfo-

lute necefTjty of laying on new
taxes to carry on the public bufi-

nefs, and then in recommending or

approving thofe which were intend-

ed, was reafonably deemed by go-

vernment a matter of great im-

portance, confidering the difficul-

ties which the parliament threw in

the way of all its opcrationr. The
firft was completely afforded by
that affembly, who examining care-

fully the whole iyfteni of finance,

ftiewed the exaft amount of the

revenue, and excefs of the expen-

diture, rendering it fo clear as not

to admit of a queftion, that it was
impofiible to conduct government
Vk'ithout additional fuppUcs.

They in general approved, though

with fome difference of degree in

refpedl to its parts, of that fchemc

of taxation propofed by the mixiif-

ters for fupplying the prefent emer-
gencies, by which the burthen was
to be laid upon thofe parts of the

nation, which were the bcft able to

fupport its weight, upon the great

commercial and landed intercfts.

The intended tax upon llamps,

which was af':ervvards defcribed

in fuch odious colours, not only

received the moft unijualified ap-

prob.ulon from the notables, but

they feemed to ftep beyond the

lines which they had prefcribed

to themfelves, by recommending
its exlenfion with relpedfl both to

obJLds and duty, farther tl\an either

the original defign or the adopted

fchcme reached ; declaring that it

would be little burthenfcme to

the people, and particularly fo to

the laborious countryman, to whofe
condition they, upon every occafion,

paid the grea'eil attention.

But with refpedl to the aft for

the territorial revenue, or land-

tax, which would have fallen upon
tiie nobility and clergy, and thereby

removed, fo far as it went, thofe

exemptions which had been fo

lorg confidered as an intolerable

grievance, here it would feem that

the patrio'.ilm of the afTembly be-

gan to fail, or that they were awed
by the potent bodies whofe interells

were concerned. Upon this fubjedt,

the notables wzre guarded, cautious,

and indecifive; and though they

cculd not confillenily with their

own avowed fcntiment but approve
tlie principle of the tax, they did

it hehtatingly, and to get entirely

quit of the queftion, flew off fudden-

ly to the old plea of total incom-
petency with refpeft to taxation, a

bufinefs, they faid, which rcftcd

foldy



i8] ANNUAL REGISTER, 1789.

folely with the fovcrcign, and to

whoi'e prudence and diicretion it

mull be entirely referred. It was

rather a curious circumftance of

cbfervation, that a little before this

difplay of extreme delicacy, they

had llrongly recommended a tax

upon the city of Paris, whofe vaft

increafc of population, they repre-

fented as extremely injurious to

the kingdom at large, and whofe

inhabitants fiaould therefore be

more heavily taxed than the la-

borious countrymen.

The territorial revenue aft, upon

the whole, received their tacit ap-

probation ; they owned the jullnefs

©f the principle, made no objection

to any of the parts, and only re-

commended, or hinted at, feme

doubtful improvement in the mode
of regulation.

Thefe two taxes would have been

fufiicient to remove all the dUtrefies,

and to afford energy and eafe to

all the operations of government.

The king had folemniy engaged,

that if their produce exceeded the

neceflary public demands, or with-

out that, as the necefiities of the

ftate were diminiflied by favings

and the difcharge of debts, he

would, in either cafe, remit the

overplus, and continually lefTen as

much as pofllble the burthen to the

people. Nor could he recede from

this engagement, if he was even fo

inclined, (which was, however,

little to be fuppofed) as the flate

of the public accounts, which was

to be publifhed every year by the

new council of finance, mufl have

efFeftually bound him to the per-

formance.

The people being now relieved

from a number of their raoft cry-

ing grievances, and having full

fopm to hope, and rational grounds

for expeftation, that what was al-

ready done vvas only introduftory

to a progrefTive courle of meafures

for the melioration of the conlli-

tutlon, and the improvement of
all the departments of governnient,

it might fcem that little more was
wanting than an accommodating
and conciliatory difpofuion in the

parliament of Paris, by filling up the

line already traced by the notables,

to have eftabliilied the profperity of

the prefenc reign upon the firmeft

bafis, that of the happincfs and confe-

quent affection of the people.

But the public difbrders were too

deep and too firmly fixed to be
eradicated, and too vigorous and
rapid in their growth to be checked
by any common reftraints or impe-
diments. The nation was fplit

into violent fadlions ; and thefe,

however various and diflindt their

views might be in other things,

were all agreed in one point,

which was, to reduce the king to

fuch a ilate of weaknefs and dif-

trefs for want of money, that

finding it impofTible to conduft the

bufmefs of government ctherwife,

he fhould be compelled by necefTity

to adopt their favourite meafure cf

convoking the ftates general. None
of the parliaments, any more than

that of Paris, could efcape being

influenced by thefe powerful parties,

and of courfe adopted their poli-

tical opinions and principles.

In the mean time the cabals of

the innovators began about this

time to be regularly formed and

embodied, and to fpread through

every part of France, who, inilead

of looking with other parties to

changes of men, or to an altera-

tion of meafures in the adminiftra-

tion of public affairs, direded their

views to the utter fubverfion of

government.
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government. If the parliaqient

was not immediately under the

influence of thefe cabals, they at

leaft prepared the way for the

confufion that followed, by their

conduft and proceedings in the

violent contells with the Icing fmce

the rejein.icn of the two money bills.

For the paper war, as it may juftly

be termed, which they inceflantly

carried on, and took fo mucli care

to publilh, and which was in a

great meafure direftly and perfon-

ally pointed againft the king, could

not but tend in a great degree to

render the fovereign odious, as

vv^ell as contemptible. Indeed, many
©f their publi(hed documents, ex-

clufive of their reproach and in-

veflive, bore rather the charafter

of manifellos, than of refolutions

and remonilrances, as they were
called.

Their efFedl went far beyond the

original def:gn. For, while they

were intended only to. render cer-

tain modes or' forms of authority

odious or ridiculous, they equally

aftcfled all ; and loofening all thofe

bonds of opinion, which are the

great cement of mnnkir.d, made
way for that general contempt of
all orders, eftabliflinicnts, and au-

thorities, which the parliaments

themfelves have fince fo bitterly

experienced. Diforder, confufion,

and anarchy fpread through the

kingdom ; and they found too late,

that they had raifed a fpirit wiuch

they could never be able to lay.

On Sunday the 13th of July,

1788, about nine in the morning,
without any eclipfe, a dreadful and
almofl total darknefs fuddcnly over-

fpread the face of the earth, in

feveral parts of France, and this

awful gloom was the prelude to

a tempell or hurricane, fuppofed

to be without example in the tem-

perate climates of Europe. During
this violent concuffion of the ele-

ments, wind, rain, hail, thunder,

and lightening feemed to contend

in impetuofity ; bjt the hail was
the great inllrument of ruin and

deftruftion. The whole face of
nature was fo totally changed ia

about an hour, that no perfon who
had flept during the tempell: could

have believed himfelf in the fame
part of the world when he awoke.

Inftead of the fmiling bloom of
fummer, and the rich profpedls of
forward autumn, which were jull

before fpread over the face of that

fertile and beautiful country, it

now prefented the dreary afpeifl

of univerfiil winter, in the moll

fterile and gloomy of the arctic

regions. The foil was changed
into a morafs, the (landing corn

beaten into the quagmire, the

vines broken to pieces, and their

branches buried in the fame man-
ner, the fruit-trees of every kind de-

molllhed, and the hail lying unmelt-

ed in heaps, like rocks of folid ice.

The country^ people, on their

way to church, beaten down in

the fields by the fury of the tera-

peR, and nearly luiTocated as they

lay by the water and mud, con-

cluding it to be the lad day, and
expeftmg the immediate difTolutioa

of all things, fcarcely attempted

to extricate themfelves. The hail

was faid to be compofed of enor-

mous folid and angular pieces of
ice, fome of them weighing from
eight to ten ounces, and were re-

ported to be as hard as diamonds.

Even the robull forell trees were
incapable of withftanding the fury

of the tcmpeil; and a large wood
of chefnut-trees, in particular, was
fo dilapidated, that it prefented

little
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*nd naked trunks, the boughs being

either entirely broken off, or hack-

ed and mangled in a manner that

heightened the deplorable effcd of

the appearance.

The difordered ftate of public

affairs prevented both the courfc

and extent of this hurricane from

being defined as it would in a

happier feafon. The thoughts of

thofe who were qualified to obierve

and record fo extraordinary a phe-

nomenon, were otherwife occupied

;

and the fufferers could only dcfcribe

what they immediately felt, with

little curiofity as to the fate of

others. The tempefl fcems to have

been very irregular in its opera-

tion, ana vvhile feveral large dif-

trifts were entirely defolated, other

intermediate portions of country

received much lef9> or compara-

tively little damage. Oneoffixty

fquare leagues, was fo totally ruined,

as not to have a fingle ear of corn,

nor a fruit of any kind left ; and

tiae trees and vines were (o mifcra-

biy hacked and battered, that four

years was the Hiorteit period elU-

ir.ated for thtir being again in

any degree prc-di'dtive. Of the 66

pariibes included in the diilricl of

Pontoife, 43 were entirely dcfnlat^

ed, whiJc of the remaining 23 fonie

loft two thirds, and others not

above half their harveft.

The ifle of France, and the Or-

leanois, feem to iiave been the

principal icenes of devaftation ; and

xhe magnitude of the damage
may perhaps afford fome clue to

calculators, v.hcreby to eltimate

the extent of the calamity. The
lofs or dam.ige was faid to be

liioderatcly efcimatcd at fourfcorc

millions of llvres, or bctv/een three

and four xruUions fterling. This
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was confined to the loffes fuftained

by the farmers, or more generally

the damage done to the growths

of the earth ; the devaftation of

churches, fteeples, and houfe?, not

being included in the calculation.

The king, in the firft inftance,

granted an immediate benevolence

of 1,200,000 livres to the fufterers,

and, as a farther relief, eftablifhed

a lottery of 40,000 tickets in their

favour; he likewife remitted all

taxes to them for a year to come.
All poffible meafures were imme-
diately purfued for procuring fuch

an importation of corn, from thofe

countries that could at all fpare

any, as might fupply the domeftic

lols; but unfortunately, the harvefts

in moft parts of Europe had of

late been fo indifferent, and the

devouring war in the north occa-

fioned fo inceffant a demand for

all kinds of provifion, that the

wifhed-for fupply to be obtained by
thcfe means fell far ftiort of ex-

peftation : even England could not

afford any aid in the prefent exi-

gence, and America was too diftant

for prefent or near relief. The
duke of Orleans was eminently

diftinguiftied by the extent of his

benevolences upon this occafion,

r.'iiich his immenfe fortune, as the

richeft fubjeft in Europe, rendered

a matter of no difficulty. Several

of the nobility and dignified clergy

merited great praife upon the fame
accounr. In general, the great

land-holders, and owners of eftates

ill the ruined countries, befides the

remiffion of a year's rent, and pro-

curing feed corn from diftant

parts for their tenants, do not feem
to have fpared any pains in their

endeavours to preferve the multi-

tude from periibing in the interim,

by procuring them fuch fuftenance

as
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as came within their reach and

ability. But notwithilanding every

thing that was and perhaps could

be done, the dillreffes of the people

throughout France were great, fc-

vere, and lafting.

This unforeleen and irrefiftible

ilroke of calamity, coming on at a

feafon, already fo ftrongly and

unhappily marked, by the violence

of fadion, by public difcontent,

and by political diffention, when all

men were looking to, or appre-

hending fome great convulfion in

the Itate, produced fuch an eiFedl

upon the people in general, that

the nation feemed to have changed
its charadler, and inftead of that

levity and gaiety by which it had

ever been diftinguiihed, and which

was ill concealed even in the moil

ferious affairs, a fettled and me-
lancholy gloom now feemed fixed

in every countenance.

An arret, which had been iffued

by the council of rtate, a few days

previous to this misfortune, al-

though only remotely preparatory

to the future affembling of the

ilates general, yet as it fhewed

that the court had not abandoned
the defign, and that meafures were
in train for the execution of that

purpoie, was fo exceedingly popu-
lar, chat the funds role tiiree per

cent, upon it, and a gleam of hope,

fatisfa(5tion, and good humour, was
fpread through the country for the

fliort intervening time.

The king found himfelf at length

Bnder a neceflity of abandoning the

new conititution, which he held lo

much at heart, and from which
he had formed the moll fanguinc

hopes. The oppofition to it was
fo great, fo general, and fo deter-

mined, that it was impoflible to be

furmounted. The dukeb de Roche-

foucault, DeNoailles, Luxemburgh,
and feverai others, who flood among
the highell of the kingdom in point
of rank, weight, and public ooinion,

rejeiilcd the king's nomination, and
abfolutely refufed to fit in the
cour pleniere. There was no al-

ternative. The king was condemned
to fubmit to this public infult, and
to rctracl all he had done. Thus
was the court funk to the loweft
ebb of degradation, while the par-
liaments were exalted to the pin-
nacle of triumph and power.

In the mean time the poverty
of government was nov/ fo extreme,
that it became incapable of dif-

charging its funftions, or anfwering
the public demands, through the
mere want of money, or of credi;

to raile it, fo that a public bank-
ruptcy feemed fall approaching.
In this lla:e, the king iiTued an
arret, in which, after declaring the
deplorable fituation of the finances,

his own inability to raife taxes,
and the total want of confidence
in the. public, with refpedl to loans,
he gives notice that ia thefe cir-

cumilances, only a certain propor-
tion of the demands on the trea-
fury could be paid in caDi, and
the remainder to he taken in bills

payable in a year, and bearing 5
per cent, intereil, the bills likewifc
to be received as money in the fub-
fcription to the firll loan that was
raifcd.

Though publicity v.as the firft

objedt of fuch a. notice, and could
alone give it any etfecl, yet fuch
was the confcioufnefs of ftiariie or
apprehenfion that operated on th^
court, that the copies of the arret
feemed to be dlHributed by Health on
Monday evening, the 18th of Au-
guft. But neither this precaution,
the fairnefs of the propolals, nor the

goodceti
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goodnefs of the fcciitity, which (if

government was capable at all of

fubfilting- in any form) mull have

been confidered as undeniable,

could prevent fuch a general alarm,

as was nearly without example,

from being Jprcad through the

city of Paris on the following

morning. The immediate confe-

quences were a great fall of the

flocks, and a violent run upon the

caiiTe d'efcomptes ; or, as it was

confidered, the national bank. For

two days, the crowd who came to

change their notes, were fo great

and prefling, that the guards were

obliged to marlhal and keep them

in order, to prevent confufion,

and that each might be brought

forward in turn to the bank.

By procuring all the cafh that was

poflible, and ufing much addrefs

to make each payment take up as

much time as it was capable of ad-

mitting with decency, the bank was

enabled to weather the tempeft,

until an edict from the king re-

lieved them on the third day,

commanding all bankers and others

to receive their bills in payment

as cafh ; a meafure which atforded

little fatisfavS^on to the public,

although it fared the caifTe d'ef-

comptes.

In the mean time, public dif-

contents were heightened by pri-

vate diftrefs. Want and mifery

beoan to be felt in different parts

'

of the kingdom, and the capital

itfelf to grovv apprehenfivs of a

famine. Bread, which is more

properly the flaff of life in that

country than any other, and where

the confumpcion of it is fo pro-

digious as to appear incredible to

ftrangers, had already rifen in Paris

from two and a half to four fous per

pound ; and worfe being ilill e.\-

pefled, prudent families began to

difcharge their fervants, and con-

tract their mode of living, which
neceflarily increafcd the number of

idlers, who through the general

Itagnation of bufinefs being unable

to procure any kind of employ-

ment, already crowded the Ilreets

and open parts of the metropolis,

and were in a Hate of the molt de-

plorable di'lrefs.

Under this alarming afped of
affairs, the prime minifter, the

archbifliop of Sens, looking more
to his own fafety than to the

duty or gratitude which he owed
to his royal mafter, . .,

made no icruple of ° oo
, . ,. ,^ ^ 1788.
leaving him alone to '

weather the approaching tempeft

as he could ; and as his predecef-

for had found it neceffary to feek

an afylum in England upon his

own coming into power, fo he

now, taking a contrary dire£lion

for the fame purpofe, departed

with the utmoll expedition for

Italy. We have heretofore ftiewn

that this prelate, then archbifhop

of Tholoufe, fucceeded M. de Ca-
lonne in the adminiitration of the

finances. His rife from thence to

the fummit of power and greatnefs,

was rapid. He v/as appointed

prime minifter, an ofHce which

conveys fo much authority in

France as not be frequently filled.

He was promoted to the arch-

bilhopric of Sens, which conveys

along with it the primacy of the

Gauls, the greateft and moll honou-

rable ecclefiafiical dignity in the

kingdom, and which befides fe-

cures the reverfion of a cardinal's

hat.

The archbifliop came into go-

vernment under very favourable

aufpices. He poffeffed a very con-

fiderable
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fiderable ftiaie of popularity; and

the nation was generally difpofed to

hold a favourable opinion both of

liis ability and dii'pofition. To
this may be added, that the odium
and averfion which purfued his

predecefTor, was convertible to a

fund of public credit and fupport

in favour of an immediate fuccclTor.

Thus far things ftood well en

the fide of the minifler. But,

having ufed indireft methods to

facilitate his afcent to power, thefe

in their eiFed proved his ruin.

For having aflumed an appear-

ance of patriotifm, he had long

embarked deeply with the popu-

lar party in their oppofition to the

crown, and was initiated in all

their fecrets and cabals. When
this mafic was of neceffity laid by,

he was confidered and treated as a

renegado, devoid of all honour and
principle, and oppofed and pur-

fued with all the ufuil virulence

and inveteracy of party ;* at the

fame time that his new friends

were, from the fame caufe, at all

times doubtful of his fincerity and

honelly. From hence his defigns

were continually defeated in the

execution, his fchemes, without

any regard to their utility, over-

thrown, and he foon became the

moll unpopular man in France.

Moderate men, who did not

look through the medium of party,

confidered a total want of fyllem,

as the great defeft of his admi-
nillration ; they likewife charged

him with a hally adoption of rafli

and violent meafure?, Viith a fud-

den and weak derelidlion of them,

and with a total want of that firm-

nefs and fortitude which could enable

him to fupport any meafure or any
line of conduft, in the face of oppo-
fition, or under the rcmotell appcar-

VoL. XXXI.

ance of danger. To this defefl they

afcribe the circumdance, of his ad-

miiiillration's becoming contempti-
ble as well as odious.

The king's fituation was fuffici-

ently difficult and embarraffing;

compelled lately to difmifs a favou-
rite minilter, forfaken now by his

fucceffor, who left him involved in

all the troubles which the ralhnefs

or failure bf his meafures had occa-
fioned, and deilitute in himfslf of
thofe great and commanding per-

fonal qualities, which have often

wrought fuch wonders in critical af-

fairs, and which were never more
neceffary than in the prcfent in-

ftance, to enable him to ibm that

torrent of difcontent and diforder,

which was fpreading with fuch vio-

lence through his dominions.

Thus circumllanced, he perceived

no otlier refource, than that of
throwing himfelf into the arms of
the popular party, and, by coincid-

ing with their propofals, to en-

deavour to reflore concord and
harmony in the kingdom, and to

obtain that peifonal quiet which he
fought hoy nd all things. Little

difpofed himfelf to any exertions of
arbitrary power, and as little calcu-

lated by nature for their fupport,

concclfions offered no great violence

to his feelings. He faw that the fpirit

which had been lliewn upon dif-

ferent occafions, by perfons the moil

nearly related to him, in their en-

deavours to fupport the prerogative,

or to infpire vigour into the generj
meafures of adminiftration, had ren-

dered them univerfally odious, and
that their party was become too

weak to admit any further attempts

wich a probability of fuccefs.

The firft ftep to be taken, upon
this change of fyftern, was in a groat

meafiirt; decUratory and dccifive

[ (J ]
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with refpeft to thofe that were to

follow. This was the recal of the

celebrated Mr. Neckar, and the

placing him again at the head of the

Anances. 1 iiis gentleman was be-

come the idol of the people, in a de-

gree, perhaps without example,

with refpeft to any man, in any
country, under fimilar circumftances.

vseveral caufes concurred in procur-

ing him this exiraordinary popu-

larity. His i-MXiOVis" Co/npte rendu au

Roi," in which he laid open to all

the world the expenditure, revenue,

and refources of France, and difclo-

fed all thofe arcana of the il:ate and
monarchy which had hitherto been

deemed moll facred and unrevfCcilable,

although a meafure, perhaps, not very

juftifiable, and certainly without pre-

cedent in that country, was, however,

highly captivating to the people.

His fubfequent contefts with, and
frequent publications againft, M. de

Calonne, confidering the popular

hatred under which that minifter la-

boured, could not but greatly in-

creafe thefe efteds ; nor could the

very able defences of l)is antagonifl:

be of any avail, with judges whofe
opinions were predetermined. The
circumftance of his being, by birth

at leall:, a republican, was fo fortu-

nately adapted to the fplrit and dif-

pofition of the times, that it was not

only fufficient to remove all preju-

dices with refpedl to his being a fo-

reigner and a protellant, but would
have rendered him popular if he had
not been fo otherwife.

Such was the ftate of things v/hen

.Mr. Neckar was again placed at the

head of public aifairs. The joy of
the people was undefcribable, and
their expedations and hopes pafled

all bounds of reafon and poflibility.

It feemed as if they conceived that

ke pofleifed a magical wand ; that

by waving it he could pay off a«;

immenfe public debt without mo-
ney ; and that by another move-
ment he could, with the fame eafe,

lupply 25 millions of people with

corn and bread. Circumllanccs

feemed for a moment to give a
fandion to the delulion ; the funds

fuddenly rofe, and the general good-
humour feemed to difpel all thofe

black clouds, which hung fo heavily

over the political horizon.

The new minifler neglefted no-
thing which could tend to the fupport

of that public opinion fo elTential to

his fame and greatnefs. Fortune

favoured him with an opportunity

of fignalizing his entrance into of-

fice by a grand ftroke, excellently

calculated to juftify the moil fanguine

hopes that had been formed of his

adminiftration. This was no lefs

than the reftoration of public cre-

dit, which had been deeply af-

fedted by the late arret relative to

payments at the treafury. Mr.
Neckar foon difcovered, and perhaps

previoufly knew, that there were
large fums of money lying in feveral

of the public departments, dcftined

to afligned purpofes which were not

yet in being. Secure of this fup-

port, he immediately ilTued public

notice, that all demands on the

treafury fhould in future be im-
mediately paid in ready money.
Nothing could ever produce greater

eclat. He was called the Saviour

of the country ; the prefervation of

France from the ruin and difgrace

of public bankruptcy univerfally af-

cribed to him ; and all the evils in

which the country was plunged,

were looked upon as already cured.

He likewife ufed all poflible means
to draw corn from diiferent parts to

the relief of the metropolis, where
the natural turbulence «f the inha-

bitants
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bitants was liable, upon any acci-

dental occafion, to be flimulated to

afts of outrage and violence.

The coming in of Mr. Nsckar
was attended with the difmiflion of
all the principals of the archbifliop's

party, ofwhom, his brother, the count

de Brienne, miniller of the war de-

partment, and M. de Lamoignon,
the keeper of the feals, could not

but lead the way. Every body fup-

pofed that the reftoration of the par-

liament of Paris to its fundlions

would have been one of the firfl ef-

fefts of the change in the miniftry
j

and the Ihort delay which inter-

vened, was attributed to fome ex-

planations which were required from
the leaders of that body, as to the

courfe which they intended to pur-

fue, with refpeit to the mcafures

adopted by the late adminiltration,

particularly with regard to the fuf-

penfion.

However that was, the parliament

met about the middle of Septe*mber,

and, after fome difplay of modera-
tion in their firft fittings, foon began
a new fquabble with the crown, on
the ground of profecuting thofe

members of the late miniltry who
were forthcoming, particularly Me/T.
de Lamoignon and de Uricnne,

for the evil advice they had given,

and the mifcliiefs which th.ey had
thereby drawn upon the nation. But
the king peremptorily refufed to ad-
mit this profccution ; declaring that he
alone was rcfponfible for all the late

meafures ; and that if any mifchiefs

trok place, they proceeded entirely

from the refradory condud and ob-
ftinacy of the parliament.

In the mean time the populace of
Paris began to make a diiplay of
that ungoverned and riotous difpo-

fition, which has fnice rendered them
lo confpicuoas. It feems probable

that the king's refufal to admit the

profecution againft M. de Lamoig-
non, the late keeper of the feals, di-

redled their fury againft that gentle-

man, as the riot commenced imme-
diately after. A multitude of peo-
ple, feemingly for fport, affembled

about the Pont Neuf, where they

amufed themfelves for fome time
with throwing fquibs and crackers,

and obliging the paffers'-by to take

off their hats, and bow to the llatue

of Henry the Fourth. Butfeeming
to grow tired of that fport, they fud-

denly provided themfelves wicli

lighted torches, and proceeded in a
body to burn and deltroy the houfe

of M. de Lamoignon. The timely

interference of the guards fived
the houfe, and probably the life of
that gentleman, to whom his coun-
try owed fo much for his admirable

reform of the code of criminal juf-

tice, and in whofe humane regula-

tions in the mode of profecution,

the order ofmen who now fought his

dettruction were" fo nearly and par-

ticularly concerned. The crowd
difperfed upon the interference of
the military, but re-alTembled in

another part, and were proceeding

to burn the late keeper in effigy,

when finding themfelves purfued,

and again interrupted by the guards,

their indignation was raifed fo high,

that they ftood a battle with them ;

but were foon routed, above thirty

of their number being killed, and a
much greater number undoubtedly

wounded.
The parliament foon afforded an

infiance of the degree of moderation

wit,h which they were dlfpofed to ex-
ercife power or to enjoy triumph, as

well as of the terms upon which
they intended to iland with the court.

That body caufedall the king's de
crcc.s, which related to theii- fufpen-

[ C ] 2 fion.
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fion, or which they ccnfidcred as

encroaching upon their privileges,

p.n. 1 to be publicly burnt in
uct. iitn.

Pj^j..^^ _j^ ^^.^ ^^^ ^,^g

heinoufnefs of the example to a tur-

bulent and inflamed populace, kept

pace with the wantonnefs of the

infult.

The only public bufinefs of any
confequence which was tranfaftcd

during the remainder of the year

1788, was the fummoning a new
convention of the Notables, who met
in the beginning of November.
The obje<5l of afiembling ihem was
to receive their opinion and advice,

in anfwer to a number of written

queftions propofed to them, relative

to the organization of the Hates ge-

neral, the mode of eleftion to be

purfued, tJie qualifications of the

cleclcrs, and of the elefted, the

numbers to be returned by the re-

fpeftive diflri<5ls, v-.hether with re-

{pe&. to their wealth or pcpulalion,

the general number of which the

Hates were to be compofed, the pro-

portionate number of the three or-

ders with refped to each other,

and other matters upon the fame
fubjed. The meeting of the ftates

was fixed for the ift of May 17S9.

The unequalled feverity of ihe

winter could not but produce the

moil deplorable effefts, in a comitry

where the people were already fo

much diftreiled for want of fubfiit-

ence. It was in vain that bounties

were offered for the importation of
Avheat, rye, and other grain. The
countries of Europe were in no con-

dition, in any degree, to fupply the

wants of fo prodigious a number of

people ; the relief, however, thus

furnifhed, although far from fuf-

ficient, undoubtedly preferved mul-

titudes from perilhing. Paris pro-

bably fuffered more than the pro-

vinces ; but the want in all was ex-

treme. The turbulence and extra-

ordinary ill temper of the people, in-

duced them, inftead of looking to

the general effeft of bad harvefts,

or to the particular ruin occafioned

by the late hurricane, to attribute

the fcarcity and dearnefs of bread

to the nefarious fchemes of thecourt,

which they charged with the impof-

fible crime of exporting the corn by

Health to foreign countries. Next

to the court, their rage was direfted

againit fuppofed monopolizers, fo

that in procefs of time, the property

of thofe merchants and corn-dealers,

who endeavoured to feed the mar-

kets regularly with fuch a propor-

tion of grain, as the Hock in the

country could afford for a continu-

ance, was not only fubjefted to the

rapine and deHruftion of the lawlefs

rabble, but their perfons to the moH
ignominious and cruel deaths. Thus
every thing concurred to foHer

and promote that lawlefs ungover-

nable fpirit which now prevailed ;

and the common people proceeding

fuccefsfully from one a<fl of atrocity

to the commiflion ofanother, became
at length thoroughly hardened, and
capable, as we Ihall have occafion

to relate, of unheard-of cruelties

and barbarity.

CHAP.
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CHAP. IL

RetrofpeSi continued. Emperor's conduSl in the Loiv Countries, renenus thofe

difccntents and apprehen/ions, ixihich feemed happily removed by the late

accommodation. Coitnt Trautmanfdorjfand General Daltoti appointed to the

conduct of ciuil and military affairs. Difpute abmt the neuj feminarv at
Lou'vain unexpeSiedh renevjed. Count Traulmanfdorff fends a peremptory
order to the heads of the uni-verfty, to carry the emperor'' s propofed reform
into immediate execution, ^hey, pleading the laixs and the confiituticn, refufe

to comply. Council of Brabant, refufng to glue theirfan£iion to the 'violsnt

meafures intended againji the uni'verfty of Lou-vain, are threatened -Tvith

compui/jon. Military draxvn up, and artillery broughtforuoard to intimi-

date the council. Populace fred on by the troops, and feveral killed or

luounded. RefraSlory head^ of the uni-verfity of Lou-vain expelled byforce cf
arms. Kind declaration ofthe emperor refpeCiing his fubjects in the Nether-
lands, fucccedcd by a cruel faughter of the people by the troops at Malinest

Lowvai/j, and Ant~jjerp. General horror fpread throughout the pro-uinces.

People of condition emigrate to Holland, Liege, and other neighbouring

countries.—Germany.—Country ofLippe Schaumbourgfeized, on the death of
the prince, by the landgraue of Hejje. Dijlrejjedftuation of the fa.nii;.

Interpofition cf the king of PruJJia, procures ihe rejloration of their pofe/Jions

to the infant prince and his mother. Difpuie bet-jjcen the eledor of Cologn

and the pope's nuncio. Spirited ccnduii of the elector. Liberal grant of the

magijlracy of Cologn to the prctcftant inhabitants, allo-ixiing them to build a
place of nxiorjhip, ajchool, and a houfefor their tninijier. Wife political ccn-

dtiii of the king of PruJJia. Leagues ijoith England and Hollund, to coun-

teract the combination ofihe Eajlern po^vjers. Plays a high game in Poland.

Diet comes thoroughly into his -views. Jlugmentotion of the army to 60,000
men decreed. Ae-ju commifjionfor the difpoftion and government of the mi-
litaryforce of the republic. King of PruJJia propofes a cloje alliance, and to

guarantee all her dominions. Great debates in the diet. Philippic againjl

the emperor. Rujfian party totally defeated. Grooving importance of the

republic already apparent. Turkey and S weden fek alliances --with her.

Declaration by the Grand Signior. MiniIters appointed- by the republic to

different European po^wers. Influence of PruJJia feems thoroughly ejiablijhsd

in that country.

WE make no doubt but the inhabitants of the Aufirian Ne-
public in general participat- tlK'ilands. The Joy in the Low

ed in the latiifadion with vs iiich Countries was extreme upon this

we announced, at the clofe of the occalion, and the public rejoicinf^s

year 1787, the apparently happy highly i'p'endid ; for, notwithrtand-

accomniodacion, which had then re- ing the ilurdinefs with which the
cently taken place, between the people refilled opprelhon, and their

emperor and our ancient neigh- determined relolution to expofe
bours, lus fubjects, the lUtes and tliemfcKcs to all the dangers and

[
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calamities of war in defence of

their ancient rights, yet it was im-

poflible to confider, without terror,

the inequality of the contell into

which they were entering with fo

mighty a power ; fo that their

relillance muft be attributed rather

to the violence of defpair, than to

a courage founded on any rational

hope of fuccefs.

This joy was, however, damped
with the more ferious and refleding

by the fore confideration, founded

on repeated experience, that they

could place no reliance on the faith

of the fovfreign, arid were delHtute

of all other fecurity. Some room
for hope, however, dill remained.

It became now known that the

emperor was fo deeply involved

in fchemes of war and conqueft

with Ruflia on the fide of Tur-
key, that it feemed probable his

other neighbours, and the more
remote of his own fubjefls, might,

at leaft for a time, efcape the

cffedts of that reftlcfs ambition

and incurable fpirit of innovation,

Vv'hich had been fo continual a

fource of alarm and trouble to

both. Yet even this confideration

could not remove the apprehenfions

©f thofe who knew the high re-

fentment and lafting animofity

which he bore againft all oppo-

fers of his authority ; which he

held paramount to all Iciv/s, con-

Hitutions, and covenants ; and who,

regarding all refiltance to his will

as a deep wound to his dignity,

jnufl accordingly confider it as a

criffie of the iirft ' magnitude.

Thefe could not but fufped: the

prefent calm ; nor were they eaiily

induced to believe, that* all the

late violence was already buried

in oblivion. They accordingly

dreaded, that however deeply his

generals were engaged on th^

Danube, he would find leifure

himfelf te renew his defigns on
the Netherlands, and means to

punifti the fuppofed affront he
had received.

They faw too well that nctwith-

ftanding all the joy excited by the

late accommodation, it had been

too haftily concluded to afford any
well-founded hopes of its perma-
nence ; that fome of the moft

critical fubjedls in difpute, par-

ticularly with refpedl to the new
feminary at Louvain, were ftill

undecided ; and the confequence

of leaving any point of difcufiion

open with fuch a controvertift,

was too much to be apprehended.

Too much, they thought, had
been trufted on their fide to

promifed and implied gracious and
good intentions; and they imagin-

ed they knew from experience at

what rate to eflimate the value

of thefe. Even the emperor's de-

claration (which had with fuch dif-

ficulty been drawn forth, after

every guard had been furrendered

on trull to it) was too looftly

framed and worded not to be.

eafily fet afide by the forced con-

flrudlion which it might receive.

To increafe their apprehenfions

they had the mortification to ob-

ferve, that while no fecurity, that

could properly be confidered as

fuch, was aflorded on the other

fide, they had themfelves given

up the only one they pofTeffed.

They had difbanded their young,
bold and fpirited militia; annihilat-

ed all their badges and bands of
military dillindtion and union; and
taken the arms out of their hands,

to place them in thofe which might
pofiibly ufc them to their deflruc^

lion. So that, with lefped to de-

fence.
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fence, they were in an infinitely

worfe ftate than they had been

before the accommodation.

The event too foon ihewed hew
well thefe apprehenfions were

founded. The fpirit difplaycd by
the people in the tumult of the

20th of September, and particulnr-

ly the flgnal courage (lievvn by
the militia in braving the regular

forces, although theie very circum-

ftances, through the excellent tem-
per and condudl of count iVIurray,

led the v/ay to the enlbing happy
reconciliation, yet could not but

be confidered as unforgiveable

inful'S to his authority, by fo

haughty and arbitrary a fpirit as

the emperor's. He accordingly,

who never confidered the multipli.

city of troublefome affairs as any
embarraifment in his proceeding?,

or any bar to his engaging in new
adventures, now determined, with-

out regard to the approaching

Ottoman war, by no means to

defiil from the execution of his

defigns on the Low Countries ; but

while he exterminated the Turks
with one hand on his ealiern fron-

tier, to allonifh the world by the

jmmeafurable extent of that power,

Vvhich could with the other break

and fubjugate the ftubborn fpirit

of the Netherlanders at the extre-

mity of his wellern borders. This
would nearly if not entirely com-
plete the defign, which many con-

iidered as his great favourite, of
eftablilhing one fimple, uniform,

military fyftem of government,

through all the parts of his vail

dominions ; whereby all diltindions

in government, religion, laws, and
rights bjiiig annihilated, and the
people formed into one common
mafs, the whole empire might be
governed with the fame regular
facility as a fingle garrifon town.

For this purpofe nt;w men were
neceffarily employed, as well as
new meafures purfued in the Ne-
therlands. The lenient conciliating

difpoficien of the count de JVIurray,

notvvithllanding the hapoy effeds
which It had io recently produced,
and that degree of apparent appro-
bation, which it would qot have been
prudent t ) withhold, and which it

had accordingly fince received, was
not at allfuited to the objects now in,

profped. He was of courfe laid bv,
and General Dalton, a veteran of
great experience, and Handing high
in military reputation, was appoint-
ed commander in chief of the forces
in the Low Countries. Tiiis officer

being a foldier of fortune and a
foreigner, deftitute of all local

connections in the countries where
he ferved, and weaned by long ab-
fence from all ties with his own *,

naturally looked up to the fove-
reign, from whom he received em-
ployment and promotion, as the
only objea of his attachment.
Thus circumllanced and fituated,

holding the fword as the only
arbiter of laws and rights, anil

owning himfelf accountable to no
fuperior but his fovercign, it could
fcarcely be expefted that he fhould
hefitate at the execution of his

commands, or enter into any fcru-

puloub enquiries as to their legality,

juilice,or humanity.

* Genera! Dalton, or D' Alton, as the emiKior conttantly calls him in his corre-
fpondciicc, was a native of Irdaihl, H j was railed to the diiniity oi a count hv tli»

emperor, Anotiici- g^eneilil of t!i« l'»ine name, but faid to he of a ditTcrent ianiily,

and totally ditfcrent in clurader, is nuwhvinijin the Auftrianfcrvice.

[C]4 Eiu



4o] AN)NUAL REGISTER, 17S9.

But exclufive of thefe circum-

ftances, he was a man of a harlh,

fevere, and perhaps by nature cruel

temper ; difpofuions not likely to

be fokened by a life not only fpent

in camps and armies, but, as it

happened to be, for fttveral years

in the conllant fellowlhip of fome

of the roughell and fiercell: nations

in the world, which inhabit the

Auftrian eaftern frontiers, and of

public bufinefs; for their formerleni-

ence was fo far from being pleafing,

that it is faid to have been a lland-

ing fubjedt of comiaent and reproof,

at leall to one of tiiem, during her

continuance at Vienna. Trautmanf-
dorft''s appointment afforded great

fatisfa£lion to the people, as he was
reckoned a humane reafonable man,
of excellent character and difpo-

fitions : but it was {oon dilcovered

courfe compofe a principal part of that good difpofuions were of no

their armies in that quarter. In avail, under the direflion of a (a-

that fervice Dalton had been highly perintending power which forbade

dilHnguiOied by his aftivity and their operation,

conduft in the fupprefficn of the Both the civil and military mi-

rebelHon which broke out in the

mountainous borders of Tranfyl-

vania and Walachia; where he,

however, rendered himfelf more
confpicuous by the ample execu-

tion which he made of thefe un-

fortunate and barbarous people,

and the unrelenting feverity, if not

cruelty, which he was faid to have

exercifcd on the prifoners. Such a

man was ill calculated for a military

command in fuch a government

as the Netherlands, and in fuch a

flate of jealoufy and fufpicion as

now prevailed among the people ;

but thefe particularities in his

character were poffibly what ren-

dered him at this time an objsdt

of choice, and foon placed him in

the moll: enviable point of view,

as a firll-rate favourite.

Count Trautm.anfdorfr was at

the fame time appointed to the

civil government of the country,

in the charafter of minifter pleni-

potentiary ; the governors general

upon their arrival, which was pro-

rriifed to be fpeedily, being only,

on the new fyftem, to enjoy the

fplendour, and toil through the

niilers, full fraught with inllruc-

tions, and the principal lines of
the fyrtem which they were to

purfue fairly traced out, arrived at

Bruflels fome time before the clcfc

of the year 1787. They were not,

however, immediately to difturb the

prefent peaceable and happy order

of ihings. The Hates of Brabant

were fuffcred to proceed quietly,

previouily to their brv-^aking up as

ufual at Chriftmas, in voting the

cullemary fubfidies, and in making
all thefe condefcenfions to the fu-

vereign, which were either re-

quired by the late fettlement, or

which fpontaneoufiy flowed from
their own difpcfition, in that; in-

terval (jf joy and good-humour.
The affair of the new feminary

at Louvaiu was. Hill unfortunately

left open ; although if it had not

exified, fome other apt fubjcft

would have been undoubtedly

found out for lighting up the

flames of contention. But though
the emperor did not in terms give

up that point, it feemed in fome
fort included in his declaratioFi of
rerioring the people to :jil their

pageantries of the court, without civil and eccleflaftical rights ; and
their holding any fhare in the Hill more fully by his repeated

ilTurances
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affiirances and profefllons, that there

was nothing h.- wifhed more than

their eafe, coat^mt and happinels,

and tint he would confult the

ftates on all matters relative to

thofc iubj-'fts.

The Itates of Brabant had not,

however, lime to enjoy the fefti-

vicv or repoi'e cf thit convivial

feafon, whca they were roufcd into

af^onilTiP.-.ent by the fuddennefs and

violence of the attack which count

Trautmanfdorii" had already com-
menced againft the univerfity of

Louvain. This was fcarcely more

alariiiing, or at leaft not more fur-

priung, than the Ilrange and fud-

den change which had taken place

in the language and tone oFgovern-

ment ; lo that thofe who had been

of late uicd to its fofcell and moll

pleafuig founds, could hardly be-

lieve they heard the fame voice.

Every pfopofition was now a com-
mand, and announced in the^ moll

decifive and peremptory terms.

The will of the fovereign was the

fole authority now held out upon

every occafion, and as a fandion

to every meafure ; and to that all

things were to give way, under the

terrors cf military execution.

Laws, rights, and conftitutioiis were

no more to be heard of. It was in

vain to repine ; and as fruitlefs to

complain of circumvention and

fraud. There v. as no fuperior to

appeal to; and ih<; people had parted

with their arms.

Itappears that Trautrnanfdorft, a

little before the end of the year,

had fent peremptory orders in the

emperor's name to the rcdtor, heads

and doftors of the univerfity of

Louvain, commanding them with-»

out deliberation or delay, without

any attempt at rcmonftrance or

reprcientation, iinmeciiately to en-

regifter in their archives, and
fubmit to, that fyftem of reform
prcfcribed by the fovereign, and
which went to the direft fub-

verfion of the univerfity, and of
thcmfelves from their former ftate

and condition. To thefe com-
mands they as peremptorily refufed

to fubmit: not only pleading their

long-eftabli(hed riguts, repeatedly

confirmed by the moll folemn fanc-

tions; but farther infilling that the

univerfity was an integral part of
the conllitution of Brabant, which
could no longer properly fubfift if

deprived of any of its members

;

and they boldly appealed to that

conllitution, and to the laws and
juftice of their country, for protec-

tion againft injullice, oppreflion, and
violence.

The minifier in his fubfequent

declarations and orders, befides

denying the univerfity to be any
part or member of the conllitu-

tion, and infilling on the fupreme
right of the fovereign to modify
it as he pleafed, exprefled the ut-

inoll indignation at the idea of an
appeal, or that the ordinary courlb

of law fhould be fuppofed to con-
troul, interfere, or be placed in anv
degree cf competition with the will

of the fovereign. And to expiate

an offence fo nearly inexpiable, they
were ordered fo thoroughly to can-
cel and annul that refolution, that

no trace of it fhould remain on their

records ; and they were command-
ed, in general and individually, to

fubmit and conform to the empe-
ror's decifions, and enjoined not to

maintain, either by ^uoord of mouth
or in nvritiK^, the pretended right

fet up by the univerfity, which "his

majcfty had fully and irrevocably

cancelled and annulled. And, that

whoever fiiould dare in the fmallcft

degree
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degree to infringe this injunftion,

fhould be profecuted as refractory

and dijobedtent to the emperor's or-

ders.—They were farther warned,

to fend no more reprefentations,

deputations, or protefls whatever

on tke fubjeS, as, if they fhould

prefume to fend any fuch, the minif-

ters were bound by their orders to

confider them as formal acts of dif-

obedience, and proceed upon them as

fuch.'—The reftor was enjoined to

caufe this declaration to be read in

lull convocation of the univerfity
;

to have it entered in its regiiler, as

well as in the regifters of the dif-

ferent faculties ; and to certify the

execution of all thefe orders within

24. hours to the miniller.

Superior as military power is ca-

pable of being to all laws, courts,

and forms of juftice, yet they muft

be wretched politicians, and mifer-

able bunglers in the knowledge of

its application, who do not at all

times endeavour to leflen its odium,

by every degree of legal fanction

which can poflibly be procured or

devifed. The emperor, relying al-

moft entirely upon authority and

force, feems never to have paid

much attention to this maxim ; or

if he did, the impatience of his tem-

per would not let him bring it into

praftice. His mifiiller in the Ne-
therlands, however, thought it ne-

ceffary, finding the obltinacy at

Louvain invincible to his threats,

to obtain, if poflibLe, fome legal

fan£tion for the extremities to which

he faw he mud proceed ; and per-

haps he thought that it would be

confidered as a mafter flrcke of

policy, if he could bend the grand

council of Brabant to become the

infcrument of carrying his deiign

into execucioHj or poiiibly it was

part of the plan formed at Vienna
for urging matters to the lail point

of diforder and confufion.

We have heretofore (hewn that

the council of Brabant was the fu-

preme judicature of the country, and
the final refource in all cafes of ap-

peal ; that it likewife poflefled pri-

vileges, prerogatives, and powers,

far fuperior to our Englifh coHrts

of jullice, by which it was render-

ed a fubitantial mourid to the confti-

tution, of which it was an eflential

mi'mber ; and that it had frequent-

ly baffled the covert, infiduous de-

figns of different governments, as

well as refilled, with firmnefs and
fuccefs, their more open encroach-

ments and attacks. Their prefi-

dent, who was lord chancellor of
Brabant, was an omcer of great

dignity, authority, and power. We
have likevv'ife feen that the fub-

verfion of this council was a prin-

cipal object in the emperor's late

fcheme, for overthrowing the conlli-

tution of the country, and ellab-

lilhing in its place a Germ.an mili-

tary government; and that, in pur-

fuance of this defign, he had fuc-

ceeded in debauching the chan-
cellor to degrade his ofHce, and
betray the truil repofed in him, by
accepting a place in one of the

new tribunals, and thereby giving

all the landtion in his power to thcfe

innovations, wiiich the people confi-

dered as their pert and final ruin.

The univerfal deteilation in which
he was held, induced this man to

fly the country during the troubles ;

but his relloration to office being
made a fpecihc article of the late

accommod-'.tion, was one of thofc

condefcenlions on the fide of the

people v.'hich was themoit unwilling-

ly complied with.'
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On the morning: of a ,

day fixed and prepar- ^oo
ed for, the minifter fent '

a letter, in the ftyle and manner
of the moft abfolute fovereign,

ro the council of Brabant, re-

minding them of his former or-

ders relative to the declaration,

that the rime was on the point of
expiring which he had granted for

their being carried into execution,

and commanding them to lofe no
farther time, nor, under the pain

of being puniflied for difobedience,

to feparate or break up the council,

until they had taken the proper

ileps for ilTuing and publifhing the

faid declaration, and given him due
notice of their proceedings. He in-

forms them further, in terrorem, that

he had acquainted the deputies or
committee of the ftates (who fat

in their abfence) with the whole of
the confequences which muft imme-
diately enfue, upon the fmallefl dela/
on the part of the council.

This Ihort letter to the fupreme
council, was inclofed in a long
difpatch to the chancellor, filled

with threats, and the moll violent

and defpotic language. He in-

forms him that he is irrc-uocahly

determined to enforce the execu-
tion of what he had already men-
tioned to him, even though he
fliuuld be obliged to proceed to

thofe extremities which he had the
good fortune hitherto to avoid ; but
the expkjion of which would this

day be in/allihU, as well to the whole
body, as to many individuals. It

being his majeity's abfolute de-
termination, and which his dignity
requires, that nothing upon which
he has fignificd his will fliall be
made a fubjecl of doubt, or altered

in confequ«nce of any reprefentation

9 or

We have not feen the firfl let-

ter which the Count Trautmanf-

dorff fent to the council of Bra-

bant, relative to their iffuing and

publifhing a declaration in fupport

and confirmation of the emperor's

decree againll the univerfuy of

Louvain ; but the effedl it produced

fhevved that it had been written in

the new ftyle of abfolute and peremp-
tory command ; for it gave fo much
offence as to draw out a very

fpirited remonftrance from that

body, in which they complain

ftrongly of the violence offered

by it to the free conllitution of

Brabant, and infill upon the re-

x'ocation of the letter, as being

founded on ignorance of the laws,

and aiming at defpotifm. Though
the minifter was highly incenfed

at receiving this remonftrance, yet he

feems to have been more atfetted by
the apprehenfion of its being publilh-

ed than by any other confidei-ation.

He accordingly threatened the

council with inftant banilhment if

they permitted its publication ; and,

doubting their obedience, took mea-
lurcs befides to fecure the prefs.

But his threats and endeavours

were equally fruitlefs, for the re-

monllrance was printed and in

every body's polftllion the following

day.

We have no particulars of the

farther bickerings between the par-

ties for about three weeks ; but

the day was fall approaching when
power was to difplay all its terrors

in Bruflels, in order, that if it failed

in the great objed of immediately

fubverting the conRitution, it might,

however, appal its fupporters in luch

a degree, as would render them here-

after very cautious how they ven-

tured to hand forth in its defence.
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or remonilrance. He refers the

ckancellcr to the laft difpatches

from the fovereign, which he had
already Icen, to ihew the decifive-

nefs oi his orders, and that he could'

roc avoid afting up to them.

That he had the day before given

them 24. hours to determine, but

that now, if the publication was
not made within two hours, he
Ihould compel the council to do
it hy force, even though he fhould

be obliged to in veil the council

-

houfe with troops, and have re-

coorfe to the dire expedient of
cannoH and bayofistSj n.vhicb his

xtajefiy had mojl expre/sly pre/crib-

«*, He concluded by declaring,

that all the conceffions made by
the emperor in his late dcchxra-

tion Ihould be revoked, if their

obflinacy was continued.

The council received thefe dif-

patches, and heard the threats

which they announced, without the

iJBHalleft apparent emotion; and with-

cfut taking any farther notice of
them, than to order the precife time

oi their delivery to be entered,

while they continued fitting in their

places to wait the event.

General Dalton had drawn up

a regiment of infantry, and a

fquadron of cavalry, with fome

cannon, not far from the council

-

Ivoufe, in order to quicken their

poceedings, while the junior en-

£gn of the regiment of Ligne,

v/ith a party of foldiers, patroJed

the ftreets, partly to obferve the

countenance of the people, and

partly to keep them in awe. For

the general anxiety for the fate

of the council, whofe extermina-

tion was confidered as certain,

had drawn almofl: all the inhabi-

tants of BruiTels, both male and

female, into the ftreets and open
places.

The young enfign of Ligne,

feems not only to have been a for-

ward youth, bat to pofTcfs fuch a

portion of fagacity as enabled him
to penetrate into the character and
fecret difpoficion both of his gene-

ral and of his fovereign, and to build

fo much upon tiiis difcovery, as to

venture to trJte out by it that line

of condud which he deemed would
lead the Ihorteil way to promo-
tion. He now had a feparate com-
mand, he might not foon have iuch

another opoortiinity ; if he was mif-

taken in his opinion, youth, inex-

perience, and good-will would apo-

logize for his rafnnefs ; ard, hav-

ing no fcruples about the means, he

determined not to helitate in the

puifuit of his objeft. It is faid

tliat fome ftones were thrown by
boys, and that he, pretending that

one of them flcimmed by his hat,

immediately foi-med his men, and

threw in a platoon fire upon the

naked mulcitude by which he was
furrounded. .Aitonifhed and frigh-

tened at the miichief they had done,

and dreading the immediate ven-

geance of the people, both cliicer

and foldiers, without waiting to re-

load, run away inilanily, in the

moft unmiiitary manner, to feek

protection from the main body.

The (laughter was much lefs than

could have been imagined, clie near-

nei's and cloienefs ot the crowd con-

fidered. Only about liaif a dozen

peo; le were killed downright , but

a much more confiuerable number
were wounded. This melanclioly

affair, hov/ever, along with the

hoiror and refentment expreflcd in

every countenance, occaiioned a

paufe in the condud of the min'/-

3 ters.
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ters, and probably prevented their

proceeding for the prelent to other

extremities. In a letter written by

TrautmanfdorfF in the evening to

the chancellor, after an exclamation

that the obilinacy of the council

was incredible, he endeavours to

impute the guilt of this affair to

them, by oblerving, that the death

of fome wretches, of which their

obftinacy had been the caufe, ought

to make it a fubjed of repentance to

the members all the days of their

lives.

The young enfign had the fatif-

fiifSlion and fiappinefs to find, that

his fagacity was proved by the

event, and that his theory of pro-

motion was perfeiSlly right. The
emperor highly applauded him for

this exploit, and defired Dalton to

inform the officer " who commanded
*' the patrole which fired, that he
** was very well pleafed with his

" prcfcnce of mind, and the manner
" in which he conduced "himfelf,

" and that he might cxpe£l promo-
" tion on the firft vacancy."—Nor
was his gratitude flow or dilatory in

difplaying itfelf, for in lefs than a

fortnight, the afpiring junior enfign

I'rui.hctigh, was in his fovcreign's

name (which was cxprefsly ordered)

promoted to the firft lieutenancy of

his regiment. The emperor was
likewile unbounded in his approba-

tion and applaule of general Dal-

ton, and in the gratitude which he

cxpreffcd to him for his firmncfs in

thus fupporting the dignity of the mi-
litary charadcr, and impreliing the

people with a due dread of the fol-

diers ; and though he conhdered this

petty maffacre as a very trifle, yet

he feemed to confole himfelf with

the refledion, that moderate though
it was, it might produce a proper

efi'edt. But he feldom omitted in

his letters to urge Dalton to a

perfeverance in the fame firia-

nefs.

The interceptioti and publication

of thefe letters would have been a
moft unfortunate circumflance witk
refpeft to the memory of this prince,

if he had otherwife any charafter to
preferve, or in reality pofTefFed any
claim upon the prefent or future

good opinion of mankind. For
though comparatively a young maji,

he had the fortune to outlive every
fpecies of reputation. But what
muft ever appear inexplicable is,

that, fetting up as he did for a po-
litician of the firft form, and evi-

dently poffeiling a very conliderable

fliare of parts o. one fort or other, and
having likewife acquired,through the

multiplicity of his projefts, and ne-
ver-ending contefts with his fubjeds,

as well as frequent difputes with hi*

neighbours, greater experiencs tkaa
feveral long lives have an opponu-
nity of attaining in the ordinary
courfe of things, he Ihould, notwith-
ftanding, at tliis eventful period,

engaged in a momentous war witk
a potent enemy, and- his mind oc-
cupied with fchemes of ambition of
fuch a magnitude, as to include the

overthrow, fpoil, and partition of a
vaft empire, give up his time and
attention to the nurling of petty but
teazing, ^'exatious, and cruel fquab-
bles, in the remotell corner of his

dominions ; with a people too whofe
obfthiacy he had fo lately experi-
enced, and who were at io great a
dillance as to be in no fmali degree
without his grafp. This will ap-
pear Hill more incomprehenfible,
when we relledl that the conde-
fccnfions which he fo lately made
to the Netherlanders were extorted
from him entirely, through the de-
fire of having no interruption in

the
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the purfuit of the Ottoman war, and
yet he was not near fo deeply in-

volved in it at that time as at pre-

fent. The perplexity will ftill be

farther increaied when we remem-
ber, that he was at this very time

endeavouring to negociate a large

loan with his lubjeds in the Low
Countries, and that their refentment

was fo great at what they openly

called his treachery and perfidy,

that no man would lend him a ihil-

ling upon any terms. To thofe

who knew his love of money, which

noae who were at all acquainted

with his charader could avoid know-
ing, his condu£l in this refped mull

appear totally unaccountable

The army being thus let loofe

npon the people, and fuch an eafy

road to promotion opened to rafh

and adventurous fpirits, the confe-

quences may be eafily furmiied.

li\ the populous manufafluring

towns, as is ufual in fuch places,

every new aft of opprefiion, or in-

deed every novelty whatever, was

liable to draw the people in crowds

into the llreets. Their alfembling

in this manner placed it in the dif-

cretion of whatever officer ccm-
jiaanded, whether to confider this as

a tumult, or at leall as an infult to

the dignity of the military, and to

punifh it accordingly by firing upon

an unarmed multitude, and thereby

to gain the favour both of his ge-

neral and of his fovereign ; or, by

giving way to the dictates of huma-
nity, to facrifice thereto his future

fortune, and to fupprefs that almoll

irrefiftible ambition fo predominant

with military men, of riling high

in his profeiTion without being ob-

liged to undergo the tedious forms

of farvice.

It may be eafily judged on which

fide the dscifioa ufually lay< A ma-

GISTER, 1)89.

jor who commanded in the city ci

Mons was, however, a noble excep-

tion to the prevalent conduft: for-

tune feemed to place herfelf pecU'

liarly in his hands, by afi'ording him
fuch an opportunity of fervicc and
conkquent diitindion, as others in

vain fought. The people feem to

have been, in fad, tumultuous and

violent, in a high degree, and the

commander poilefled the means
fully in his hands of making a terri-

ble example, without danger, and

with a better colour of apparent

caufe than was ufually aftbrded.

He miffed the occafion! and quelled

the tumult without firing a fliot, or

a man being killed or wounded.
The manner in which the fovereign

treated this circumllance in one of
his lettersj fufficiently Ihewed how
little he was gratified by fuch mode-
ration. He feemed upon every oc-

cafion to confider it as a maxim of
policy not to be departed from, that

frequent blood and malTacre were
the only means of imprefling thefe

people with a proper dread of the

troops, and of bending them to

that form of government which he
had it fo much at heart to ertablifhi

We are forry the name of the hu-

mane major has not reached us ; it

deferves to be remembered.
The more effedually to terrify all

orders. of men, the moll alarming

threats were thrown out publicly,

not only by the military but th«

civil miniiter. TrautmanfdorfF de-

clared at his levee, that if the forces

in the Netherlands were not fufh-

ciently numerous to accomplifh the

purpofes to which they were dellin-

ed, he was impowered to draw an
army of 40,000 men thither on the

fhortell: notice ; while Dalton, who
had rendered himfelf particularly

re.Tiarkable by 6he unexampled
Jieight
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It was not long after, that the

emperor thought fitting to furpri/.e

the world in general, and particu-

larly to puzzle politicians, by one of
thole inllances of a fingular verfa-

tility of temper, or of an unequalled

duplicity of mind, which few but

himfelf could exhibit. He rendered
his brother and filter, », ^ ,

the governors general, ^,„'' *

u- fu 1 1788.
his organs,t through '

whom he declared, " That, from
" the emotions of his heart, and
" the fentiments of affedion in

" which he held his faithful fub-
" je(5ts, he feized on the firft exprcf-
" fion made by a part of their r&-

" prefentatives to accelerate, in or-

" der to promote their happincfs

" and the public good, the moment
" of a full and perfett reflitution

" of his good favour ; that in con-
" fequcnce, yielding to all the emo-
" tions of icndernefs and a feeling:

" heart, he meant to give the na-
** tion proofs of the return of his

" benevolence, and of his confi-

" dence."

It was about the very time that

this declaration was announced to

the Hates, with great fatisfat^ion, by
the governors general, that he
blamed the major who commanded
at Mons, for not feizing the fair

opportunity which was offered t»

him of maflacring the inhabitants.

And it was within the courfe of a few
weeks after that the cruel execu-

tions took place at iVI alines, Lou-
vain, and Antwerp, where women,
children, pailengers, and travellers,

became victims to the promifcuous
firings of the foldiery, who, as they

became inured to blood, grew more
cruel at every execution. Among
many deplorable inftances of thii

fort, it may be fufficient to mention
the fate of a mother at Malines,

whj.

height of a gallows which he had
created for hanging the infurgcnts

in Tranfylvania, is faid to have

threatened that he would ereft fuch

another in the great fquare of the

city of Bruflels. The firit of thefe

threats was purely a gafconade ; for

the emperor was fo fully occupied

upon the Danube, that he gi ievoufly

regretted, upon a fubfequent occa-

lion, that he could net fpare a fingle

regiment of cavalry from any part

of his dominions which he might
fend to she fupport of Dalton.

The arch-duchefs and her huf-

band, the nominal governors general,

had arrived in the Low Countries

before the middle of the fpring.

Although thefe princes, as we have

heretofore obferved, had conllantly

flievvn great difpofuions of kindnefs

and good-will to the people, and were

fo gracious and condefcending in

their conduft, as to attraft the re-

gards of all orders, yet the four

leaven, fo continually adminiilered

by their brother, fermented in fuch

a manner in the minds of the llates,

that the ufual fubfidy for their main-

tenance, and fupportiiig the dignity

of the court, upon its being firlt

propofed in the committee to whom
the department of finance was af-

figned, received there a direft ne-

gative. This unexampled affront

was not only highly refented by the

princes, who quitted Brufll-ls upon
it, but was much condemned by the

people in general, who confidered

it as no lefs injudicious than illiberal.

The ftates themfelves were afliamed

of it, and, having firll unanimoufly

granted the fubfidy, fent a deputa-

tion to the princes at their country

feat to apologize for what had hap-

pened, and to intreat their return to

Brufleis; a requell with which they

•emplied.
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who, ferving cuftomers in her Ihop,

with her infant in her arms, they

were (hot dead at the fame inrtant.

Dalton had gained great applaufe

from his mailer for having early in

the year, without any fpeclfic orders

for the purpofe, fent a firong gar-

rifon to coerce the untradable town
of Louvain, as he called it. The
univerfity, notwithftandlng, flill

perfevered in its refufal to fubmit

to the decrees of thefovereign. All

other means having hitherto failed

of fuccefs, the bayonet was at length

confidcred as the moil efFedlual in-

Urument for determining theologi-

cal difputes, folving the knotty fub-

tleties of the fchools, and purging a

vaft body, grown fliff and difordered

by age, from all thofe vices and ha-

bitual errors which it had been

liable to contradl during the long

courle of many centuries. This

potent inftrument was accordingly

applied, with its ufual efled, in the

month of June. The univerfity

was tlioroughly purged of all thole

refraftory heads or members who
had ventured to oppofe its conftitu-

tion, or the laws of their country, to

the will of a great monarch ; or

vainly thought that the wordy logick

of the fchools could for a moment
refift the ultimate logick of kings.

The redtor was banilhed for ten

years, under the fevereft penalties

of venturing to appear in any part

of the emperor's wide dominions.

To render the afl'air memorable, it

was fignalizcd, according to the

reigning fafhion of the time, with a

tonfiderable flaughter of the inha-

bitants, who could not refrain from

affembling to pay the laft tribute of
grief at the overthrow of an inili-

tution which had for fo many ages

been the pride and fupport of their

city, and had in fad been its cre-

ator.

But though the bayonet had thus

far been ett'eftual in its fervice, it

was, however, deficient, at leall for

the prcfei.t, in another refped. The
theological Undents had univerlaily

abandoned the univerfity and the

new profellbrs and teachers made
but a forry figure in vail depopu-

lated halls, without hearers or pu-

pils. The only remedy for this

would have been to perfuade or

compel the bidiops and abbots to

fend the youth dcftined for the mi-

niilry to fill up the empty colleges.

But this was a meafure much more
eafily to be talked about than car-

ried into execution. Perfuafion

was out of the queilion ; for both

the bifhops and abbots had already

lield feparate meetings, at which it

was determined, that it would be

more eligible to meet and endure

the greateil violence and the utmoft

extremities of power,than to become
the voluntary inllruments of poi-

foning the minds of the future, and
perhaps fucceeding generations, by
permitting the young chrgy, who
were to be their fuccefTors in all

palloral and religious duties, to have

their moral and religious opinions

and principles contaminated by er-

roneous and fchifmatical notions and
do(5lrines. On the other hand, the

fcheme of abfolute, undifguifcd

compulfion would have been fcarce-

ly m.ore ungracious and odious than

difficult and probably inefFefbive in

the execution ; for if it were car-

ried even to its laft extreme of per-

fecution (that extremity which has

fo feldom ever fucceeded in the at-

tainment of its objedl) fiill the bi-

fliops and abbots could fcreen them-

felves under a greater authority

than

!S^
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than their own, that of the parents,

whole right of decifion, withrefpeft

both to the education and the final

difpofal of their children, would
fcarcely be called in qucflion.

The attention of the emperor
was, however, foon drav/n away
from the Louvain chace, which now
flagged and grew cold upon the

fcent, to another purfuit of the fame
kind and nature. This was the

coUsge at Antwerp, which was like-

wile a noted fcminary for the edu-
cation of youth ; but more particu-

larly dellined to the training up of
young men to the epifcopal duties

and fundlions. Itfeems that among
thcfe ftudents were feveral fpirited

young men of an obferving and cri-

tical difpofition, who ventured to

throw into the nioft ridiculous points

of view feveral of the contradic-

tions and abfurdities which were
moil confpicuous in the fcverelgn's

condudt and projeds ; while others,

of a more ferious call, tntereJ

coolly and argumentatively into an
examination and expofurc of the

arbitrary meafures, by which they
faid he was aiming direftly at the

fubverfion of the religion, govern-
ment, and conftitution of their coun-
try.

It was not to be fuppofed that

any of thefe things could be pre-

ferved from the knOvvIedge of a
monarch poffeiled ef unbound-
ed power, confequently of un-

bounded means of gratifying fpies

and emifiaries, and whofe peculia-

rity it befides was, to wifli to be
acquainted with all the moft private

and triiiing affairs of a great em-
pire. It is true that he had repeat-
edly borne at Vienna, and feemcd
to treat with the utmoft indifferenct:

and contempt, fuch fevcrity of ce«-
furc, charge, and abufe, as had ns-

VoL. XXXI.

ver before, perhaps, been offered to

any fov en ign during life, and withia

the fcene of his own government >

and that thefe pafquinades, libels, or

charges, were not handed about pri-

vately in maiiufcript, but printed,

advertifed, and fold like' other pub-
lications, without fear or concern.

Yet nocvvithfliindir.g this continence

and temper difplayed at Vienna, he
determined upon exterminating thac

nell of hornets who fesm to have
given him fo much offence at Ant-
werp.

A day being accordingly fixed

for clearing that feminary of all it$

members, profeffors as well as ftu-

dents, and for fhutting it entirely up,

the neceffary military preparations

were made in the morn- a ^p /i .^-l

ing for fupporting and ° ^

enforcing the execution of the de-

cree. Several pieces of cannon were

drawn out in the open and public

places, and loaded in the view of

the people, wliile a body of 400 foot

were drawn up with muflcets charged

and bayonets fixed, to cover the ar-

tillery. The populace, both men
and women, affembled in vaft crowds

upon the quays, and in the great

fquare, to behold this new and ex-

traordinary fpeftacle. A people

nurfed up under the proteftion of

laws, are difpofed to be fturdy in

thofe matters v;hich they know to be

within their ianii^ion ; we need make
no obfervation on the natural fullen

obftinacy of the people. It is faid

that they were warned more than

once to difperfe, and that they re-

plied, that they were unarmed, that

they neither poffeffcd the means,

nor had the fmallcil intention of of-

fering any offence, and that they

had an undoubted right, while they

a<fted thus peaceably, to walk or

Hand in the Greets as tliey liked.

[ D ]
The
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The only appearance of any oppo-

iition to the nieafufe in hand was a

legal one, tlie reading of a proteft

agaiuft it, under the fanclion oflavv,

by a notary.

A captain of grenadiers, emulous
cf the example fet by cnfign Wu-
chetighjand hcpingtobenefit equally

by the repetition of it, to .ivoid

racking his invention, in finding a

new caufe, pretended to have re-

ceived exadly the fiimc infuit which

the former had done, and inftantly

th'rew in a clofe, regukr, and mucli

more efFeftnal fire upon the promif-

cuous multitude. Above forty men
and women were faid to have bepn
killed upon the fpot, and double

that number fent wounded to the

hofpital.

No words could defcribe the ge-

neral horror which this cruel, coid-

bioodcd ilaughter diftulcd through

every order cfthepeople-and in every

part of the provinces. J: is but juf-

lice to mankind likewife to obferve,

that thefe cruel executions, com-
mitted upon a defencelefs people,

hy their rulers, in a feafon of peace

and the moft profound tranquillity,

icarcely operated lefs in exciting the

dctellation and abhorrence of the

neighbouring nations, than in pro-

ducing thefe cfFe£ls upon the imme-
diate furterers. In the mean time

periona! fecurity was now confidered

as being fo precarious in the Ne-
fherlanas.thatfeveralof the nobility,

and a great number of other inha-

bitants of dillindion and property,

thought it neceflary to provide in

tijne for their fafcty, by retiring to

Holland, Liege, and other neigh-

bouring governments for protect

lion-

Whlle the emperor could not

bring himfelf to look his fierce ene-

my in the face., either on the Da-

nube, or even in defence of the Bail-

nat, he feemed in fome degree to re-

ceive confolaiion for the ruin and
difgrace which fell upon his vaft ar-

mies, from the cheap triumphs which

were obtained by his favourite ge-

neral in the Low Countries. His fer-

vices never failed to draw forth ap-

piobation and acknowledgment. In

one of his letters, dated at Scmlin,

and another at Weificirchen, a few
days before the fliamc/ul rout, and
the havock made of his army in the

valley of Caranfebes by the grand
vizir, are the following pafl'agcs. " I

" perfedtly approve of the vigorous
" manner in which the troops repel-

" led infolence at Louvain, and yec
•* more at Antwerp : they mullper-
«< fevere in the fame condudto com-
" pel refpedt."—And again, from
Weifkirchen, " I altogether approve
" the meafures you have taken to
"' crufh thole diforders, and enforce
" refpeft to the foldiery. I hope,
" by thefe aiis of vigour, and the
" flight of the principal malecon-
'* tents, we fhall be able finally to

" re-cflablifh order."—Is it then

any wonder, that with fuch encou-

ragement and applaufb from a great

monarch, and accompanied with pro-

fefiions of the greatell friendfhip,

couched in the moll: endearing

term^, a foldier of fortune, without

other conneftion or hope to look to,

fliould eagerly wifli, and afliduoully

endeavour, not only topreferve, but

to increafe that favour and confi-

dence f or will it be any furprize to

thofe acquainted with the world,

that fuch a man, fo circumftanced,

fliould be little fcrupulous about the

means of attaining or preferving,

objtfts to him of greater import-

ance, than the acquiiition of a large

kingdom would have been to his

mailer ?

Though



HISTORY OF EUROPE. [^i

meafures of the fovereig-r. ; the cele-

brity and popularity wlucii they had
thus acquired by no mea;.'; teiiding

to procure any mitigation of the ri-

gour of the fentence. Both thefe

and the other abbacies, which gave
their poflefTors feats in the provin-

cial adcmblies, although they were
thereby integral parts of the confti-

tution, legiflature, and government
of the country, were notwithllanding

all threatened with fpeedy and final

fuppreifion and confifcation. The
largencfs of their eilates could leave

little room to doubt of the ferious

intention which accompanied this

denunciation.

In t!ie mean time, thcfc fo lately

flourifhing and fmiling provinces

prefented a fallen, fiicnt, fettled

gloom ; melancholy and defpair ap-

pearing in every countenance. A
people of an equable temper and
ilow paflions, are aUvays deeply af-

fedled when at all (o. '.Fhe bell and

mod valuable inhabitants were daily

quitting the country ; thofe whofe af-

fairs would not permit, though their

ability might, to adopt that mode of

fecurity, under continual apprehen-

lion of their perfons being feized by

Ibme arbitrary and irrefillible man-
date, while the prifons were already

filled with fuppofed delinquents, uri»

der the loofe general charge, of be-

ing inimical to the prei'eiit govern-

ment offovereign will. Foreigncom-
merce, internal trade, and the vari-

ous branches of manufaiflure, Teemed

Though this was the laft mili-

tary execution of any great notice

which took place in the cou: fe of the

year, yet the raflrmcfs and violence

of government was every day, and
in every thing apparent. Laws
Were repeatedly declared to be of
no avail, except in ordinary cafes

between m;;n and man ; but to place

them in any degree of oppofuion
to, or competition with, the fupreme
v/ili of the fovcreign, was confidered
and treated ab a crime of the hrlt

magnitude. The fame principle was
extended to all capitulations and
compads, whether ancient or mo-
dern, however llrongly confirmed,
or folemnly fworn to and ratified,

between the fovcreigns and the peo-
ple. I'he brtath of the prefent em-
peror was to do or to undo all things.

While he fecmed difpofed to wreak
all the vexation and vengeance ex-
cited by the unexpcflod valour of
the Turks, and the dllgnice which
he fo continually and icveiely expe-
rienced, upon his unarmed f.bjeds
in the Low Countries, the bilhops
and abbots, who bore fo great a fway
in thele provinces, were conilantly

l.ibouring under the apprehenfion
of being itripped of all their tempo-
ralities, according to tUe threats

continually thrown out by the mi-
niilers, for their jleadinefsin refufing

to fend their youth to the feminary
at Louvain s aa objed which the fo-

vcreign feemed nearly to have as

much at henrt, as even the fubver-

fion cf the laws and civil rights of fo totally annihilated, as fcarcely to

the people. Tf.e revenues of fome
of the abbots were already under i"e-

qudur;aiun,for lii^ Ipirit and hrmnef's

vvMch they had iattly lb eminently

difplayed, as members of the affem-
blies of Brabant and Hair.ault, in

Ofjpofing the arbitraiy decrees and

leave a velVige behind that they had
ever exifted ; and the only trades

that could procure employment,
were thofe that adminiier^d to the

immediate necelfuiej of life. To
complete the climax of niijfortun?,

this milerable people could not sntcr-

l D ] 2 tarn
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tain even a hope that their condi-

tion would be bettered ; but, on the

contrary, expedted every day to pro-

duce fome greater evil or calamity

than they had yet experienced.
# * # * #

The important events of the war

between the great powers on the

borders in Europe and Afia, as well

as thofe conne£ted with the revolu-

tion in Holland, neceflarily occa-

fioned our poilponing other matters,

which, though of conftderation, were

not fo immediately interefting, and

which would not fufFer any diminu-

tion of their value or character by a

later difcuffion. The internal affairs

of Germany come within this de-

fcription, where an extraordinary

aCl of violence committed by one

prince, afforded a happy opportu-

nity to a neighbouring great iove-

reign, of dignifying his reign, and

unfolding his own character with

great advantage to the world, by an

aft of fignal juftice.

The circumftances were as fol-

low. The death of the count of

Lippe Schaumbourg (a fovereign

prince of the empire) having taken

place on the i-5th of February 1787,

a too potent neighbour, the land-

grave of Heffe Caffel, could not re-

fill the temptation of feizing tjie pof-

feffions of the infant fon and iuc-

ceffor of the late count. The lat-

ter had appointed his widow to the

guardianfhip of his children, and

likewife to the regency and govern-

ment of the country, during the mi-

nority of the young count. But in

two days after his death, three Hef-

lian regiments of infantry, as many
of cavalry, with a llrong body of ar-

tillery, fuddenly entered the de-

fencelefo country, feized the city

and caftle of Buckebourg, and pof-

Icffed thcmfelves of the whole coun-

ty of Lippe Schaumbourg, Thii
fmall principality contains two ci-

ties, three towns, and fevcnty-twa

villages.

Notwithdanding the fuddennefs of
this unexptdced invafion, the vigi-

lance and celerity of the faithful

miniller and privy counfellor of the

late comu, prcferved not only hia,

fon, but the archives cf the country,

from the hands and defigns of hi»

enemies. With thefe treafures he

arrived fafe at Minden, where the

dominion and protedlion of the

king of Pruffia afforded them abun-

dant fecurity ; but the countefs was

laid and kept under arreft in her

own callle ; while the people were

obliged to do homage and fwear al-

legiance to their new mafter, and all

public bufinefs Vv'as condudled in the

name of the landgrave.

It will not be fuppofed, in fuch a

commonwealth as that of Germany,
where the polleflions of the nume-
rous ftates, however fmall many of
them may be, are, however, ail fe-

cured and guaranteed by many ge-

neral laws and fanftions, wliich bind

the whole to the prefervation of each

individual, that fo flagrant an out-

rage would be ventured upon, with-

out feme colour of right, or pretence

of claim. It appears accordingly,

that the anceHor of the late count,,

by marrying a woman of inferior

rank, (a circumftance which is placed

in a degree of confideration by the

Germans,perhaps without example a-

mong any other people excepting the

Gentoocafts) afforded fome occaiioHi

or at leaft pretence, for this exertion

of violence : the landgrave infilling

lliat the defcendants of this mar-

riage being illegitimate, tlie fief was

become vacant, and likewife, that it

reverted, in that cafe, to the houfe

of Heffe J a quellion which, perhaps,

would
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v70uld have admitted of as tedious

a litigation as that of illegitimacy.

h happened, however, unluckily-

far the claim of the landgrave,

that the queltion relative to the va-

lidity of this marriage iiad formerly,

and near the time, been much con-

telled, and tliat it had been fully

confirmed, and the legiclraacy uf

the i/Tue accordingly eltablifhed by
the feparate decrees of two of the

fuperior tribunals of the empire,

which were each competent to the

purpofe. But thou[,h this proce-

dure might not well bear the tell

of examination with refpeft to its

morality and juftice, the dcfign was
certainly not ill laid, when tried by
the rules of that policy which looks

only to advantage. For if no fupe-

rior power had interpofed to fave

them by an adl of fummary juftice,

it may be eafily fcen what the fitu-

ation of a poor exiled family would

have been, rendered more h«lplefs

^y a long minority. Involved in an
endlefs litigation, with a very pow-
erful, and at leaft, one of the

richeft princes of the empire

;

while the very means which fhould

have fupported thera in the defence

of their rights, were in the hands of
their enemy, and applied to their

fubverfion. For it is to be obferved

that the greac tribunals of the em-
pire are lb flow in their forms,

and dilatory in their proceedings,

that a law-fuit is at tiiis time de-

pending, upon a quellion of terri-

torial right, between a great and
a fmaller family, which commc^nced
above two hundred years ago ; the

former having been the whole time

in polTeflion of the litigated objed,
which it gained in the firft inftance

by force.

Tlie violence and apparent injuf-

ace ©f the prefent affair, caufcd a

very general fenfatlon of pity for

the orphan and his dillreffed family,

and of diflike to the oppreflar,

throughout Germany. The Aulic
council took up the bufinefs with
fpirit, and ilTued a decree, llrongly

condemning the wrong, and ordain-
ing reiricution to be forthwith made
to die injured family. But as the

efficacy of their decrees depended
upon the fupport they received from
tlie. emperor, and every body knew
he was too deeply involved in

fchemes of foreign ambition, to

think it at all convenient to embroil
himfelfac home, efpecially witu lo

powerful a prince as the lanJgrave,
rendered lUll more formidable from
his being a principal member of the

German confederacy, and united fo

clofely as he was with the two king-
eledors of Brandenbui gh and Ha-
nover, the hope of any near ciFeft

to be produced by their interference
was weak indeed-

If the king of Pruliia had not
confulted juiUce more than the dic-
tates of intereil and a narrow po-
licy, he not only would have had
a difagreeable card to play, but his

fandlion to the wrong would, in all

human probabilicy, the prefent pof-
ture of public aifairs in Germany
confidered, have rendered it irre-

vocable, or at leaft have occafioned
the affair to be left open for tlie dc-
cifion of a future age, while the poor
family were expofed to every de-
gree of ruin and . diftrefs. I'he
landgrave was his kinfman, clofc

friend and ally; and his alliance, in
the prefent Ilice of things, and ac-
cording to the political v^icws which
direded the condudt of the court of
Berlin, appeared to be of great im-
portance; while the protection of a
weak family, and the prefervation

of a (mall prioupality, could an-

[^]3 iivcr
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Aver no immediate political purpofe

whatever.

The kingcfPrnffia, however, took

a nobler part. He facrificed all in-

ter: (led view's to the principles of

jui'ice, and to the generous dcfire

of fuccouring the opprefled. The
cledtor of Hanover, who, both as

king and eleiTtor, was ftill more in-

timately united with the landgrave,

took likewife the fame difmterellcd

part. The firll had a legal fanclion

for his interference to prevent wrong
and injury, bnth aschief of the cir-

cle of Wel!phalia, and as one of the

directors of the circle of the lower

Rhine ; and he was called upon in

thefc capacities, but only in general

terms, by the decree of the Aulic

council and the emperor. The
landgrave, finding himfclf thus op-

pofed by his clofeft friends and moil

powerful allies, found it neceiiary to

abandon his fcheme. Fie accord-

ingly withdrew his troops out of the

country in the beginning of April,

reiloring every thing to the Rate

they had found it; while in a let-

ter, at the fame time, to Berlin, he

attributed this condcfcenfion en-

tirely to his friendiliip for the king,

and the regard lie paid to his medi-

ation ; but referving his own rights

for future legal difcuiTion, Great
delicacy was obferved with refpcd

to the lanngravc's feelings^ in the

account of this tranf^,dion, publifhed

by authority at Berlin; the king's

mediation beiug attributed ratlier

more to his friendfhip for the houfe

of Hefi'e, than to an attention to the

difcharge of his official duties; and

the family whom he had fo eifec-

tually protefted not being at all

mentioned.

A great conteil took place in the

commencement of the year 1787,

betv/een tlie eleilor of Cologne and

1789.

the pope's nuncio. The latter, it

appears, had iflaed an extraordinary

ill-timed and imprudent mandate,

(to fay nothing of any right, real or.

pretended, by which it m.ight be

fupported) declaring all clilpenfa-

tions for marriages granted by the

eledtor to be null, and the marriages

void. This infult and injury e.Nxlced

in a high degree the indignation

and refentment of the prince elec-

tor, who accordingly iiTued a decree,

ftridly forbidding his clergy, and

particularly the parifli reftors, from
paying the fma'.lelt regard to the

mandates or letters of the Romai^
prelate, whom \\t: dcfcribes as a /o-

reign hijhcp, uj/nming the title of nun-

cio from the holy Jee to Cologne ; and
farther, not to obey any biief, bull,

or difpenfation whatever, unlefs

coming dire6tly from himfel.^.—The
meainre that brouglit forth this de-

cree fcemed the lefs defenfible in

the nuncio, as, befides the other pe-

culiar circumllances of the times,

wiiich rendered fuch a llcp not only

imprudent but dangerous, tiie Ger-
man archbifnops, as a body, were
already involved in a viohiit conteft

with the fovereign pontifl", relative

to feveral real or fuppofed invafion?

of their arch;epil"copal rights : they

had appealed from his decifions to

the Auiic council, which would have
been once deemed a moil unpar-

donable offence ; were eager in their

demands for the holding of a na-

tional ecclefiailical council, in order

to reclaim and conlirm the rights of

the Germanic church ; and Ihewed
many unequivocal figns of tiitir dif-

pofition tofliake oil entirely all de-

pendance on the courtof Rome. The
nuncio, in his condudt, feemcd totally

inattentive to thefe alarming circum-

ftances ; but it has beeu an old ob-

fervatioi), confirmed by the experi-

ence
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enceof many centuries, that as foon

as the Italinn prelates have crofled

the Alps, armed with any po'.vers

from that court, they feem meta-

morphofed into a new order of men,
and have been more frequently dif-

tinguilhed by pride, afTumption, and

arrogance, than by any difpofition

to condefcenfion or conciliation.

The difpofit'on or example of

the eIc6».or could have no great ef-

feft in producing the liberal mea-
fure in favour of the prote/lants,

which was adopted by the free and

imperial city of Cologne, towards

the clofc of the year 1787. For
that city is fo .nearly a republic,

that the authority of the elei^ors is,

in effeft, more nominal than real;

while an extreme jealoufy of privi-

leges on the one fide, and fomc dif-

pofition to fupport or renew old

claims on the other, has rather ge-

nerally tended to nourifh diflike

than to eftablifh any great degree

of cordiality between the parties ; a

Itronger teftimony of which needs

not to be given, than that though
the electors pofTefs two palaces in

that city, they fcarcely ever rcfide

there.

This city has, from the days of

the reformation, been generally held

among the foremcft in Germany,
with refpeift to religious prejudice

and bigotry ; the f.:irit of intoler-

ance being fo Itrong among the

people, that it produced a ferious

and alarming difpute between thorn

and the firll king of Pruflia, from
their refuling to his ambaffador the

excrcife of the protellant rites in his

own houfe. The protcilants in Co-
logne were, notwithltanding, more
numerous than might have been ex-

pefted, and much more confiderable

than numerous ; for, beingcompofed

of merchants and men of bufinefo.

and thefe infinitely more aiSlive and

induftrious than the natives, almoft

the whole commerce of that great

trading city was conducled by them.

But they had ever experienced great

inconveniencies and difficijlties with

refpedl to the performance of their

religious duties; they being obliged

to crofs the Rhine, and go to Mul-
heim in the palatinate, at about half

a dozen miles dillance, for chat pur-

pofe. Nor were they lefs perplexed

with refpeft to their children, whom
they were obliged to fend Itill f;ir-

ther from home for their educa-
tion.

Some confiderable change in the

temper of the people murt undoubt-

edly have now taken place, and
fome- unufually favourable difpofi-

tion been obferved in the magiftrates

and rulers, which induced the pro -

tellants to folicit a redrefs, the ac-

quifition of which had ever been
deemed hopelefs. A memoria
figncd by about 70 of the principal

proteftants, was prefented to the

magiftracy, req.uelUng permillion to

build a houle of prayer for the prac-

tice of thtir v/orlhio, with leave to

erect an adjoining building for their

fchools, and a houfe for the minifter.

The petition wa^ not only rnoit gra-

cioufly received, but this long wifhed

and little hoped for favour was,

without delay, and with the bed
grace pofiible, granted in its full ex-

tent. The obligation was rendered

iViU more grateful, by the principal

Roman Catholics of the city com-
ing in a body to congratulate the

proteftants, and exprcfling the ut-

mort fatisfadion at their fuccefs.

The high reputation which the

new king of Pruflia acquired, by toe

vigour and wifdom which he dif-

played in fettling and relloring the

affairs of Holland, was in no degree

[ ^ ] 4 impaired'
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Impaired by his fubfequent political

condufl through the courfe of the

year 1788. The general affairs of
Europe, as well as his own particu-

lar fituation, required every exertion

of ikill and dexterity, along with tlic

greatefl refolution, ability, and judg-
ment, which the moll confummaie
politician, and even his great pre-

deceffor could have difplayed. For
the combination, now carrying into

art, of two of the moft ambitious,

as well a? moil: potent powers of the

univerfe, though immediately di-

redled to the lubverfion of a remote,

and what is called infidel empire, in

which the chriftian world did not

feem much intererted, yet was preg-
liant with confequences, which might
be capable of holding out alarm and
danger, in a lefs or greater degree,

to every Itate in Europe.

It was a fiiigular circumftance

attending this extraordinary ftate of
things, that the embarraffment and
confequent ftate of weai-cnefs of
France, which, at almoil any other

period within two centuries, would
have been confidered as equivalent

to holding out the olive branch to

the rell of Europe, was, at the pre-

fent day, highly unfavourable to the

profpeft of preferving the public

tranquillity, of maintaining fome
Teafonable degree of equilibrium be-

tween the feveral parts, and confe-

quently of affording fecurity to the

weaker flates. For, the dreams "of

univerfal dominion being long fince

vanifhed in France, the Hrength

and refources of that powerful king-

dom, in its better and ufual Hate,

would have formed an infuperable

barrier to the well of Europe,

againft the unaccountable alliance,

and headlong ambition, of the two
imperial courts ; and flie would,

be fides, have comniunicated fuch a

degree of fupport to the centra,

as would have retrained their hof-

tile views to thoi'e countries whick

had the misfortune of being more
immediately within their grafp, as

Poland, and perhaps the northern

kingdoms*. But as things flood at

prefcnt, the great point of political

danger feemed to be, that the eaf-

tern empires would overwhelm and

crufh the central and weilern parts

of Europe.

The debilitated {late of France

confequently rendered the fituation

of the king of Pruffia much more
arduous than it otherwife would

have been. As Poland was in no

degree to be confidered as a bar-

rier, but rather as an open road,

furnifhed with excellent accommo-
dations of every fort for the fup-

port of an advancing enemy, lo it

might be faid, that he was environ-

ed on every fide by the dominions

of thefe two vafl empires, from

vvhofe joint ambition, and the par-

ticular animofity of one, he had fo

much to apprehend. Their fuccefs

in the fubverfion of the Ottoman
empire, befides the addition it made
to their power, he well knew would

operate as a frefh ilimulus to their

ambition, and excite them to far-

ther fchemes of conquefl and par-

tition. Poland mull fall of courfe,

and his dominions, along with thofe

of the other members of the Germa-
nic body, would be enclofed within a

narrow circle, and open on every

fide to attack.

Yet, notwithflanding this peri-

lous Hate of things, it feemed too

hazardous a meafure to entej into

a direft war in fupport of the

Turk, without any other alliance

than that afforded by fo weak and

unliable a government as the Porte

has long been. It was firll necef-

% fary
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fary to endeavour. If poflible, to

form fuch a wertern alliance, as

might be fome counterpoife to the

eattern confederacy. The mari-

time powers, though farther re-

moved from and lefs expofed to

the confequences, of the ambitious

defigns of the combined empires,

were, however, very far from being

indifferent to their progrefs. The
mutual concert between Great Bri-

tain and Pruflia, in adjulHng the

affairs of Holland, opened the way
to a farther communion of fenti-

ments and interefts. That king, as

eledor of Hanover, and a member
of the Germanic league, was al-

ready, fo far, united with Pruflia

;

while the clofe connexion between

the latter and the ftadtholder, along

with the general influence which

he had acquired in Holland, fa-

cilitated greatly the defign of form-

ing a junftion between the three

powers.

It was undoubtedly upon thefe

grounds that the king of Pruflia

vificed Holland in the fummer of

1788, where that triple alliance

was formed, which bound Great
Britain, Pruflia, and the republic

together, in the clofeit bands of

amity, as well as to reciprocal

fuccour and defence. Though
thefe treaties were purely defenfive

in the letter, it was not difficult to

fee, that in their fpirit, they were
convertible to fuch purpofcs as the

mutual political interefls of the

contrading parties might didate.

Strongly fortified by this league,

the king of Pruflia did not hehtate

to adopt every means, (hort of
adlual war, to impede the defigns

and progrefs of the combined em-
pires again fl: the Ottomans. The
firlt eftcft of the new alliance

(which we kave already fully

fiiewn) was a great one, and fuf-

ficiently vexatious to Ruflia. It

was that vigorous meafure, in

which Great Britain bore fo emi-
nent a part, by which the invafion

of Sweden by the Danes was re-

ftrained, their further co-operation

with RufTia prevented, and Den-
mark unwillingly obliged to adopt
a flrift neutrality for the remainder

of the war. It has fnice been uni-

verfally believed, if not certainly

known, that the court of Berlin

had no fmall fhare in the war
undertaken by the king of Swe-
den againft RufTia ; whole attack

on the fide of Finland would have
embarrafTed her more, and pro-

bably have produced more imme-
diately dangerous confequences,

than any other foreign affair in

which fhe has for a long period

of years been involved, if it had
not been for thofe infidious in-

trigues, by which flie had already fo

effeftually debauched the Swedifh

army and nobility, as to render

the very exiftence of that king a
matter of the utmofl: hazard.

The king of Pruflia, upon the

fame principle of policy which,

guided his conduft in thefe matters,

was likewife playing a great game
on the fide of Poland. We have
heretofore fhewn, that the empe-
ror's application to the adlual go-
verning powers of that republic,

to permit his troops to march as

occafion might require through its

territories, was civiily refufed upon
two diftinft grounds ; one, that no
authority lefs than that of the

diet, could grant the palfage of the

troops ; and, in the next place, that

the condition of the country did

not admit of its fparing either pro-

vifions or forage.

Though this refufal was cffec-

livc
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tive with rcfpcft to the emperor,

fuch,if it had been given, <toa\d have

no operation on the condudt of the

Ruffians. Their troops had been

too long ufed to ravage the country

at difcrelion, and their loweft Tubal

-

terns for too many years in the ha-

bit of exerciling the mofl arbitrary

and cruel fway, to have it now cx-

pedled that they fhould pay any
regard to diplomatic forms, or to

claims of territorial right. They
had accordingly formed vaft maga-
zines in diiTerent parts of the

country, without the trouble of

enquiring whether the wants of
the pyeople were real or (idticicus,

and their troops traverfed it in all

ciredions, wish as little ceremony

as their own provinces.

In the mean time, the leffer

factions in which the Poles were

ufually divided, feemed now to

be abforbed in two great ones

;

the Ruflian, to which the court

adhered, and the country party.

The latter was the more numerous,

and their avowed objeds were to

recover the ancient independence

of the republic, confeqnently to

fhake off all foreign influence and

jnterfcrsiice whatever in their

cmincils and proceedings, to give

cfFeft to this deiign by the eila-

blifhment of fuch a military force

as fhould command rcfpeft with

their neighbours, and finally, fo

far as it could yet be done, to

ufe all poflibie means for reco-

vering the ancient fplendour and

glory of their country. This a

proud people naturally fighed Jbr;

and it is ealily feen, that the views

of this party were diredly inimical

to the intereft and viev/s of Ruiria.

The Fruflian fovereign did not

r.egled to fend a number of able

emiirarici (moilly oilicers) into

Poland, fo fuj5^ort and confirm thig

fpirit. Writiiigs were now every

day pubRfhtd, of an unurually bold

tendency, calling upon the Poles,

by every thing that could afFed

their pafhons, to fliake off that

ignominious foreign yoke, which

had fo long been the dilgrace and

ruin of the country ; to remember

the glorious deeds of their ancef-

tors, and the fplcndid ilaticn which

they held among the greateft na-

tions of the earth; and either to

recover their independency, or to

perifli with their fwords in their

hands like brave men, in the ge-,

nerous endeavour. Thefe publi-

cations operating upon the recol-

ledlon and immediate feelings of

the people, occailoned a violent fer-

ment in the nation ; and it was

evident, that the want of means,

and of fome confpicuoug leader,

were the only reilraints upon a

great majority, from having im-

mediate recourfe to arn.s.

In this Rate oftemper and things,

which could not but produce a

great effect upon the cledions, the

diet was opened in the beginning

of October 1788. The oppofite

parties had cacn its favourite ob-

jed in view, the fuccefs ox failure

of which muft in a great meafure,

if not entirely, govern the future

proceedings of the diet. The
court party wanted to draw the

bands of alliance and guaranty with

l-i-ulfia (which fcarcely feemed pof-

fible) freighter than they had been
before, by a new treaty of alli-

ance, accompanied with a new
guaranty. Tliis was regarded with

abhorrence by the independent
party, who attributed all the ca-

lamitie-; of the country, all the

cruel ravage and devattation which
it had undergone for fo many

year-:.
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years, to that fata! connedlion.

To that, they (aid, Poland owed
the flaughter of her principal no-

bility, not only in the field, but by

private execution under the vileil

hands; while others periOied ftill

more miferably, in difmal dun-

geons under the, moll inhuman treat-

ment, and many werelViU probably

lingering out their lives in thofe hor-

rible arclic defarts, where, fhut out

for ever from the habitable world,

ar.d loft to all knowledge of their

friends and country, exifcence is

the moft crCiel of all puuiiliments.

/ill thefe calamities, thty faid, the

recolledion of which chilled the

blood ii: their veins, proceeded

entirely from the inlidious friend-

iTiip of Rulfia, snd her interfer-

ence, under that pretence, in their

government and internal concerns.

This party therefore wiihed a clofe

alliance with Pruffia, as the only

pow^-- which could enable them to

ihakft off the Rullian defpotifm,

and to refume their r.ncient inde-

pendency. But in the wcrft that

could happen, and fuppofmg the

views of the court of Berlin to be
as intereftcd as thofe of Pcterf-

burgh, flill a connexion with a

humane and civilized people, and
with a fo^-ereign who, being more
nearly connected with the great

European republic, mud, even from
political motives, pay fome regard,

at lea!t to the appearances of right

and iuftice, would be preferable to

the unfufFerable infolencc, and the

Jawlcfs defpotifm which they had
fo long endured.

The fchcme for the new treaty

being announced, though not ab-

folutely laid before the diet, by the

king, Stackelberg, the RufTian mi-

aifter, and the leading niembers

8

of that party, it was eafily feen,

from the recepnon the propofal

received, that it would meet with a
violent oppoiltion. The court of
Peterlburgh had already commu-
nicated the defjg'i to the king of
Pruffia, who tot.illy dif'pproved of

it, among other rcafons, for its

apparent futility, Ruiiia having
long fince alfjmed (he office of
guarantee to the fecurity of t!i2

prefent dominions of Poland, in as

full a manner as fhe could do by any
new treaty ; but that if, notwlth-

ftanding, Ihe fhould ftill continue

to think a new alliance neceiTary to

Poland, he lliould at the fame time
propofe a renewal cf the old trea-

ties which had l^^ng rubfilled be-
tween Prufiia and the republic, as

he did not take a lefs part than any
other power in the prefcrvation of
that neighbouring ftate.

The firft builnefs of confequence
in the diet was, that great augmen-
truion of the army, from 20,000
to 6o,coo men, which was brought
torward by the country partv.

This was violently oppofed by the

Ruffian minifter, \yho infifted that

it was a direft infraction of the trea-

ties and alliance betv/een the re-

public and that power ; for that

Ruifia was not only guarantee to

the dominions of Poland, but that

(he was likewife guarantee to the
prefervation of the form of govern,-

ment which wa^ fettled at that

period, in the y.;ir 1775; fo that

no alteration could take place, nor
innovation be admitted in it, with-
out her confent. This reprefen-

tation, howe/er, met with no fmall

degree of ridicule, if not of con-
tempt, as if all ftatcs were not

competent to the reform or im-
provement of their own govern-

ment.
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rnent, \viiho;it con fairing the opi-

nion or aficing the leave of fo-

reigners for fo doing.

Oa. I2th.
.'^"^ fpeedy arrival

of a memorial from
the king of Pruffia, foon afforded

new matter of deliberation and
difcuflion to the diet. In this

piece the king obferves, that if the

propofed new alliance has not for

Its objedt the prefervation of the

ftates of Poland, he cannot fee its

neceffity or utility ; but this can-

not be the objeft, as the fafety of

Poland is already as fully guaran-

tied by the former treaties as it can

be by any new ones ; and, as it can-

not be fuppofed that the emprefs

of Ruffia finds it neccfTary farther

to reilrain herfelf, or her ally the

emperor, againft any infraction of

them, it plainly follows that fuch

a defign is imputed to liimfelf, and

that this alliance is direfted againft

him.
That he cannot therefore but

objeft to, and proceft in the ftrongeft

terms againft the faid alliance, as

tending to break the good harmony
eftablilhed between PruiTia and

Poland by the moft foleran trea-

ties.

But if, on the other hand, it

fhould be faid, that the term cojumcn

£ncj}iy, held out in the propofal for

this alliance, was intended to /igni-

fy the Ottoman Porte, and it was ac-

cordingly direftcd againft that pow-
er, the king could not avoid, out of

friend Pnip for the republic, to re-

prefer.t, that the Porte having, ever

j!ince the conclufion ofthe peace of

Cariowits, inviolably obferved and

relio-iouHy fulfilled all the terms of

that treaty, and having not, even in

all the violence of the prefent war,

once infringed her territorial rights,

k would not only be an a£l of the

higheft injuilice, but attended vvith

the moft dangerous confequences,

both to the eftates of the republic,

and to thofe of the king himfelf,

which were fo clofely involved with
them, if fiie were to contraft alli-

ances which muft oblige the Porte
,to conlider Poland as an enemy; for

that no enlightened citizen of Po-
land could avoid feeing at once,

how difficult and impofiible it would
be to defend his country againft an
enemy fo near, fo formidable, and
fo unruly.

The king feemed to approve of
the augmentation of the army, and
to acknowledge the propriety of the

republic's placing its forces upon a
refpeftable footing; but hs exprefted

ftrong apprehenfions that this mea-
fure might be converted into an in-

ftrument for forwarding that alli-

ance and war which he had depre-
cated, and of involving the repub-
lic in thofe grievous confequences
which he had foreboded.

He fcarcely applies himfelf lefs

to the patrioiic citizens at large,

than to the king, or even the diet,

in diftercnt parts of the memorial

;

and in the concluiion, calls fpeci-

£ca'iy upon all the true patriots and
good citizens of Poland to unite

with him, and to prevent, by their

union and wife meafures, the immi-
nent dangers with which their coun-
try was menaced. The king con-
cludes with an affurance, that he
will grant them every nccelTary

affiftance, and the moft powerful
fuccours, for maintaining the inde-

pendence, liberty, and fecurity of
Poland.

li RaHia had not been involv-

ed as file was at prefent, this memo-
rial would have been confidered,

and would have immediately operat-

ed, as a declaration of war. Every
politician who knew and confider-

ed the affairs of that empire, muft j
have ^
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have feen, that (he was now fuftain-

ing a more effential lofs on the fide

of Poland, than any benefits (he

was likely to derive from her Otto-

man conquers could in any degree

fupply.

In the mean time, the decree for

the augmentation of the army to

60,000 men, and if pradlicable to

100,000, was carried with an una-

nimity unequalled in the annals of

Poland ; and fo high was the pub-

lic fpirit, that all the orders of the

ftate, not excepting the clergy, gave

np their peculiar exemptions, and

agreed to a general cefs on their

lands, to fupport the expence of

that meafure. In the fame fpirit a

public fubfcription was opened and

liberally fupportedi but the contri-

butions were more in kind than in

money, though equally ufeful ; the

people giving thofe helps which

befl fuited their circumilances, as

corn, other provifions, horfes, gxen,

carriages, military ftores, and men.

In the mean time, the difpofition

now fo apparently prevalent in the

diet, prevented the projedt for the

new alliance with RufTia from being

at all brought forward.

The aniwer,to the Pruflian memo-
rial, though fully cxpreflive of a due

fenfe of the kind, neighbourly, and

generous offers made by the king,

and of his friendly dilpofuions to

the republic, was, however, conceiv-

ed and fupported with dignity ; nor

did itfeem that fome of the implica-

tions contained in the memorial, as

if they had any difpofition to adopt

the meafures therein obirdcd to,

were entirely relirtied by the diet.

They fhcwed that the projeiTl for the

new alliance had not been brought

before them ; that the augmenta-
tion of their military force neither

had, nor could have, any connctlion

with that defign, if it had ; and that

the augmentation, and the impolU
allotted for its fupport, were found-

ed upon principles purely defenfivc.

They obfcrved that their proceed-
ings were fair and open ; and that

their meafures were, and fhould be
in every thing conformable to the

public will. That if any alliance

fhould be propofed to them, the

republic would never veil its pro-
ceedings, but act conformably to the

independence of its fovereignty, to
the rules of prudence, to the facred

principles of public faith, and to the

deference due to the friendly fenti-

ments of theking. The ftate s con-
clude with an unanimous wifh and
intention of conducting their delibe-

rations in fuch a manner, as (houid

fix in the opinion of his Pruffian

majefty an advantageous ''idea of
their ujiderjlandings, and their patri-

otifm.

The ftrong predilcftion which the
king (hewed for the Ps.uffian party

and interert, befides feveral fevers

fpeeches in his prcfence, which
could fcarcely be confidered (liort

of reproaches, eave occaiion like-

wife for bringing forward a mea-
fure in the diet, by which he was
deeply and immediately affcfled.

This was no lefs than taking the di-

re^^ion ofthe army out of his hands,
the difpofal of which till row had
ever been virtually lodged in tlie

crown, through the medium of ibe

war department and of the perma-
nent council, which were to be cond-
dprcd only as its aients. I'hough
this piopofal was violently oppofed,
and the queltion frequently agitated

with greiit heat, it was ultimately

carried in the afF.rmacive.

In the mean time the RufJian

troops were taking up winter quar-

ters in Poland, and were laid to

have
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have forced the tenants offome ofthe

Tna2;nateJ to fupply them with pro-

vilions and forage. This occafion-

ed a great combuftlon in the diet,

where we have already fecn that a

powerful party were far from being

favourably diipoftd to that nation.

In this ftate of things the RuiTian

minifter, count Stackelberg, pre-

fented a declaration to the diet, in

which, after feeming to attribute

fome merit to the profound filence

hitherto obferved by his milhefsj

although feveral of the lefolutions

palTed by the Rates had already in-

fringed the conftitution to which
flie was guarantee, and commenting
on her amicable difpolltion to the

PoliiTi nation, of which fhe had
given fo many teilimonies, then de-

clares how repugnant it would bs
to his own feelings, to be reduced

to the dilagreeable neceffity of pro-

tefting againft any endeavour to

alter the form of government fo-

lemnly confirmed by the aft of
guarantee of j 775; yet, that feverai

of the projefts lately entertained,

and particularly that of eltablilhing

a permanent diet, having a direft

tendency to the fubverhon of that

form of government, he is now
under a ncceliity of declaring, in

the name of her imperial majclJy,

that, notwithllanding the regret (he

fhall feel at withdrawing from the

king and the illuflrious republic

that friendftrip which Ihe has avow-
ed for them, fhe (hall be forced

to confider, as an in fraction ofihe
treaty, the fmallell change in the

conftitution of 1775.
Without taking any notice what-

ever of this declaration, the diet, on
the fame day, prefented a note to

the Rufiian minifter, which, along

with many high compliments to the

emprcfs or hei juftice and magnani-

mity, requeued, that, as a new proof

of both, as Will as ofthe regard which
Ihe had always expreiTed for that

country, ihe would order her troops

to evacuate it. In fupport of this

rcquihtion they (hewed the propri/e-

ty and juiiice of it upon the follow-

ing grounds : that fo great an army,

however well difcipiined it may be,

could not but be very burdenfome

to the country ; that its il:ay might
befides furnifh a plaufiblc pretext

to the Ottoman court for caufmg
their troops to enter it likevvife, and

thereby, perhaps, of rendering Po-
land the theatre of war ; an events

which could not of neceflity but

prove the inevitable ruin of the

country.

It feems that the king had made
a fpeech upon the delivery ofthe
Ruffian declaration, the purport of

which we have no information of,

but it is faid to have given great

ofience, and that in concert with

the declaration, added to the

vexation excited by receiving no
anfwer to the requifition for with-

drawing the troops, fo violent an

agitation vvas railed in the diet, that

the king found it neceflary, on the

following day, in order to aliay the

ferment, to put an end to the

feflion ; by which, however, is meant
no more, than is underilood by the

term adjournment, with refpeft to

the Englith parliament. But even

this meafure was fo far from pro-

curing the defined fuccefs, that, not-

vvithdanding the adjournment, a de-

putation ot feveral principal mem-
bers was fent to the king, who, it is

faid, propcfed the following queftion

to him, with the harfh denunciation

which accompanies it, "Whether his

" majelly would adhere to them, or
" remain attached to the Rufliaii

" party ? and that, in the laft cafe,

" they
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" tliey were refolved to give him
" up entirely." The king deferred

giving an anfwer to the next fcffion;

but warned them to confider well

what they were doing.

The king, however, by an elo-

quent conciliatory fpeech, redored,

for the prefent, the good temper
of the diet. He declared, that he was
no farther of any party than as he

thought it tended to the public

good. That the intereft and pro-

f^crlty of his country had been
the invariable objeiSls of his pur-

fuit, and the operating principle

of all his adtions, from the f.rlt

moment of his accefiion to the

prefent. That if the king went
hand in hand with the people, and
the people with the king, every
thing would go well with them,
and end happily; bat if they fuf-

fered caufelefs jealouiics and faf-

pidr-ns to interrupt that harmony,
without which nothing could prof-

per, and the daemon of difcord again

to ellablifh his throne amung them,

tvcry thing would, as certainly as

the fucceflion of night to day,

run counter to the wilhes and hopes
of ail true patriots, and they would
be reduced to a more . deplorable

ftate, than they had even yet ex-

perienced.

A new declaraiion from the king

of PruiTia, dated the iQth of No-
vember, was the means of ailbrd-

inv^ fo decided a fuprriority to the

ir.dorpendaiu party in the diet, as

nearly to preclude all farther con-

tell. In this piece he loads the

confedcrattd Hates with congratu-

lations and praife for the virtue,

wifdom, and patriotifm which they

had fo fignally difplayed in their

procecJii.gs, thereby aftordlng an
opportunity to himfclf of gratify-

l(iu hii own willjey, by elFcdually

feconding their intentions of fup-

porting the rights and privilegt-s

of the republic. Among the enume-
rated articles of congratulation ana
praife, particular notice is taiien

of their wifdom in rendering abor-
tive the fcheme of a new alliance;

a projeiSt which he charges di-

rcflly to their own king and his rai-

niiter. Nor does he lefs applaud their

condud in fecuring the indepen-

dence of their military force, and
regulating its command and dii"-

pofition in fuch a manner, as would
prevent the poilibility of its being
rendered, by an abufe of powe/, the

inilriinient of foreign influence and
defpr,tifni, which it would oJierwiie

have been fufceptible of.

He points feverely at Ruffia with

refpecft to the peculiar guarantee
llie now wanted to introduce, as

vicll as her coirdud in breaking
through that of 1775, immediately
after ihe had fijj;ued it, and ftill

more, for the inferer.ce which llie

v.'anted to draw froiu the latter,

that the republic was bound by i:

from regulating her own govern-
ment as the circumllances of the

times and of things demanded.

The king bound himfelf in the

ftrongelt manner to fulfil his pro-
mifes of alliance with, and gene-
ral guarantee of the republic, par-
ticularly to fecure its independence,

without interinedling in its interior

affairs, or vvilhing to trouble the

freedom of i;s deliberations and
refolutions, which, on the contrarv,

he will ufe his utmoft efforts to

fupport. He concludes with a hope,

that a conviftion of the uprightncfj

and purity of hi^ intentions, as w ell

as of the friendly fcntiments which
he entertains, will prevent their fuf-

ftring any finiller in/inuatlons 10

prevail upon ihem, thrown out 1-v
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thofe only who feek to propagate a

fpirit of party under the cloak of

patriotifm, and who, in reality, have

no other defign, than to break off

rhe connexion between the republic

and its moft ancient ally, the court

of Pruffia.

The Hates declared in anfwcr,

that if their paft determination of

eftabliihing a feparate commiffion for

the war department had met the

approbation of his Prufiian majelty,

they hoped their fubfequent condudl

on that and other fubjefts would

infure it in future—That it was by

fuch condudl the republic wifhed to

afTure the king how much they

eftecmed his wifdom and approba-

tion, as well as thereby to fecure the

fafety of the republic, which he has

kindly declared he holds fuperior to

other important confiderations —
That, having declared himfelf ready

to fullil his engagements of alliance

and guaranty with the ftates, the

ration accepted it with a reciprocal

defire, and with gratitude— And,
that his majefty, in offering fuch

generous and friendly terms, efta-

blilhes for ever that high opinion

which the Polilh nation entertains

of his magnanimity and charadler.

The vigorous meafures purfued,

and the independent foiric (liewn by
the diet, had already begun ro ope-

rate, in raifmg Poland to a degree

of confideratlon with its neighbours,

which it had long fince forgotten.

Sweden applied warmly to enter

into an alliance of the clofeft nature

v/i:h the republic, which was in-

tended to include a mutual gua-

rantee of their rcfpeftive domi-

nions, befides adopting certain mea-
fures for fecuring the future tran-

quillity and independence of the

north. The court of Berlin was to

he a principal member of this alli-

ance. If we dc not miftake, Den-
mark likewife propofed an alliance,

which, however friendly, was of a
lefs intimate, and lefs political na- J
ture. 1

Nor did the grand fignlor omit
this opportunity of endeavouring to

renew his former, and to enter mto
ftill clofer connexions with Poland.

As an introduction to this defign,

he iiTued a declaration to all the

powers friendly to Poland, as well

as to herfclf, dated on thez3d of No-
vember, \-jSSj ilrongly expreffivcof

his friendfhip and of his good wlfhes

for her independence and profpe-

rity; regretting with fenfibility the

long courfe of injury and oppreffion

which fhe had experienced from
Riifiia, and reprobating particu-

larly the guarantee of 1775, which
flie forced the Poles to accept, and
by which llie converted the whole
nation into flaves and vaflals. He
reprobates, in ftill feverer terms, the

exorbitant affumption of Ruffia, to-

tally fubverfive of the fovereignty

of the republic, in preventing her

from fettling or reforming her own
government as fhe liked, or as the

neceffity of public affairs required.

On all thefe accounts, as an in-

jury and oppreilion unheard of a-

mong nations, the Sublime Porte

will, for the honour of the empire,

as the fupport of the weak, and the

fcourge of the unjufl and powerful,

punctually fulfii all her treaties and
engagements with the republic, and
will, at the firft requifition, fend a

pov/erful army to her afTiltance ; and
gives this notice to the friendly

powers, that they might be apprized

of the motives for his troops enter- J
ing into the fervice of Poland.

"

Nor did the republic feem lefs

fenfible to its growing importance

than its neighbours ; as an initance

of

J
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of which, thd diet nominated am-
bafTadors to the following courts

:

Conllantinople, Peterfburgh, Vi-

enna, Berlin', Verfailles, and Lon-
don. This nomination, however,

required the king's confirmation,

which was obtained without diffi-

culty. Though thefe minifters were

of the liril rank and quality, they

were ilill more eminent for their

patriotifm, and the opinion held of

their ability.

In the courfe of the various eager

debates which took place in the

diet upon thofe fubjedls of difculTion

which we have jhited, as well as

others, a violent philippic was pro-

nounced againil: the emperor by one

of the members. He obferved,

that great and numerous as the in-

juries were which the republic had
received from Rufiia, they were

only fuch as in unfortunate circum-

ftances they could not but cxped
from that power, with whom, "for a

courfe of ages, they had been in a

ftate of frequent, if not general

enmity. But that the rapacity dif-

played by the emperor, who, in the

midft of a long-eilablilhed and un-

interrupted league of the clofcfl:

fricndfliip and amity,bcfides all thofe

formal written flipulations which

can bind llates to mutual fuccour

and kindnefs, a league cemented
on the fide of the republic by the

moll: eminent fervices, and conltantly

obferved with the moll invariable

good faith, ilained the opening of
his reign by taking advantage of

their unhappy civil dilTcntions, feized

a part of their country, not only

without a colour of right, but even
without the pretence of a claim,

and thereby opened the way to other

powers for that fatal partition, by
which more than a third of Poland
was fevered fiom, and totally loft

Vol. X\'Xr.

to the reft. This be reprcfentcd as

an aft of fuch duplicity, treachery,

and of fuch extreme turpitude in

all moral refpe^ls, as to be without

example among civilized nations,

whether chrilVian or infidel.—He
added to thefe, various other afts of

injury, injuftice, and oppreffion,

which lie charged on the emperor.

His fraudulent feizure of the falt-

mines, by a quibble on the name of
a brook; his monopolizing that ar-

ticle, to the great injury and diftrefi

of the people at large ; the arbi-

trary injunction, by which the nobi-

lity, who pofTcfled lands in Gallicia,

were compelled to fpend half the

year in that province, at the peril

of forfeiting thtir eftatcs, although

their feats, and the major part of
their pofTeffions, were fituated in

remote parts of the kingdom ; and
the late violation of the territorial

rights of the republic at the fiege of

Choczim. Notwithftauding the ex-

treme fevcrities with which this

fpeech was loaded, it was received

wich fuch unbounded applaufe by
the diet, as had foldom been equallea

upon any occafion; a circumftance

which fufficiently pointed out the

prevalent ftate of temper and opi-

nion in that aftembly.

The continuance of the RulTian

troops in the kingdom, at the fime
time that it caufed great difconterit

and complaint in the nation, ferved

no Icfs to preforve the union, and to

fupport the fervour of the diet. It

was generally expefted, and prO-

bab;y hoped and wilhed by the

Poles, that the Prulhan military ex-

ertions would be immediitely di-

rected to drive the former out of
the country. For, exciufivtdy of

their averfion to the RulTians, their

eagernefs to get in anv manner en-

tirely out of thtir hands, and the

\ £ ]
fatisfadion
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fatisFaflion which the correction and

chaiHltjlent of thrir old oppreflbrs

vould aiVord, fti!! enhanced by the

hope that the punilhment would be

jnfiided upon the very fcenes of

their arbitrary tranfgreilicins, they

were prompted to wifli for a war,

both as a d(;monftration of the Priif-

iian fincerity, and as likely to aiFurd

means foj cementing the union fo

clofely between the two nations, that

nothing in the common courfe of

things might be able to diflblve it.

From fuch an union they augured

the hnppiefl efi'eds. They knew
that Sweden and the Porte were
eager to become pjjrties to the

league ; and they expeded the ac-

ceflicn of fome cf the Germanic
llatcs, and even of Denmark, when
ihe faw that it might be done with

fecurity. Such a ftate of things

feemed to open the mcil: flattering

profpefls : they fancied they fav/

the tranquillity and liberty of the

northern nations eftabiiihed upon the

inoft permanent loundation, and a

total flop put to the domineering
interference of that overreaching

power, which had for fo many years

i'pread confulion, difcord, and mi-

fery through all the neighbouring

countries.

The king of PruHia's conduft

had affc-rded much countenance to

the opinion cf an immediate war.

For, befides his ftrong remonllrances

to the court of Peterfburgh on the

continuance of the Ruffians in Po-
land, and his declarations at War-
faw, his troops had been long ad-

vancing in great bodies towards the

frontiers bordering on Livonia,

Coarland, and the Polifh provinces.

Magazines had likevvife been formed,

artillery and ammunition brought
forward, and appearances were fo

Srong, that not only war, but an

immediate winter campaign, vvaS

generally expefled. The king was,

however, very cautious in appealing

to that laft rcfource, and endea-

voured evidently to make the ap-

prchenlion of his power, full in vi-

gour and unimpaired as it was, with

a fall treafary, the lirfl: army in the

univerfe, and the greatnefs of his

military preparations, produce the

good efFecls and the purpofes of

fucccfsful war, without its confe-

qucnt inevitable evils.

It is llkewife probable, that the

long and alarming illnefs of the

king of Great Britain, ferved great-

ly at this time to check the defigns

and to impede the aftivity of the

Pruffian fo/creign. For that misfor-

tune operated in a twofold capacity,

throwing a cloud of uncertainty, not

only over the reliance which might
be placed on the future proceedings

of that great country, but involving

in it, likevvife, all that related to the

eleiicorate of Hanover.

Thus far the king of Pruffia had
fuccefsfully difplayed all the quali-

ties of a great flatefman, and of an
able and accomplifhed politician.

Poland was now entirely in his

hands, fo far as the certain friend-

ship and alliance of a country which
mull be devoted to his fervice could

render it fo, under a nominal in-

dependence. This was, without

bloodllied or war, a greater and
more valuable acquiiition than had
been produced by all the laurels,

viftories, and long wars of his great

predccciTor. Poland, under a vi-

gorous government, which it would
have been his interell to e'lablilhand

always preferve, would loon become
an impenetrable barrier between

him and Rufiia, and at the fame time

a moft ufeful ally on the fide of

Silefia, in all future contefla with

the
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the houfe of Auftria. Thus, while

he communicated happinefs and a

nec^JiFary degree of power to his

friend and neighbour, he would

have derived from it a degree of

fecunty to the ftraggling appen-

dages of his own dominions, which

they cannot otherwife eafily ac-

quire.

Such an arrangement of things

would have ciinnged the face of

affairs wonderfully for the better,

both in the north and center of Eu-
rope. The unhappy country of

Courland, whofe cfilheiiVd nobility

havi' tr.iverfed all Europe, in the

fruitlcfs hope of finding fo much of

the fpirit of knight errantry fome-
where left, as might inducp fome
power heroically to deliver, her from
the deplorable bondage under which
(he has fo long laboure.I, woald then
find (helter under thf .1 ngs eiJier

of the king or the rt public. Tiine
and wifdom might have c^mui'jni-

cated fimilar benefits to other pro-
vinces and countries. Why a fyf-

te.n of policy, fo wifely and happily

commenced, and for a time con-
duced, did not produce all the ef-

fefts which were honed and wifhied,

will be a fubjeft of future difcuf-

fion.

l£] 2 caAP»
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CHAP. III.

Declining Jitate of the king's health in the tnonth of OSioher, 1788, <xvhich

terminates foon after m a continued delirium ; grief cf the people, and

meafures taken by public charatlcrs in corfequence therevf Parliament

meets purfnant to the lajl prorogation. Notification to both houfcs of the Jiait:

ef his 7najejly's health:, immediate adjournmentfor a fortnight, andfummons

for the attendance of members ordered; examination of the king's phyft-

cians before the pri-vy council ; mi^iutes of' the coimcil board laid before

both houfes at their fecond meeting ', doubts farted in the houfe of com-

mons, nvhether it --would not be jiectfizry to examine the phyficians at the bar ;

taken into further cc7ifderation on the %th of December, and a committee ap-

pointed in each houftto examine the phyficians ; their report brought up on the

lOth, and^.a committee appointed to fearcbfor precedents ; Mr. Fox afcrts the

right of the prince of Wales to the regency ; his opinion coiiiro^oerted by

Mr. Pitt; Mr. Pitt's conduct farcajlically remarked upon by Mr, Burke;

Mr. Fox's opinion condemned by the prefident of the council, and other lords

in the upper houfe; defended by the lords Loughborough, Stor?nont, and

Portchejler. 'The report from the committee of precedents brought up on the

i zth ; Mr. Fox explains, and reafferts his opinion relati'-je to the prince's

right, and is n.varmly oppofed by Mr. Pitt ; farther explanation ofMr. Pitt's

opinions upon the regency ; dfcuftim of the quefion of right deprecated in the

hoife cf lords ; fpeeches of the duke of York and of the duke of Glocejier ;

three rcfolutions monjed by Mr. Pitt, Decanber 16 ; thefecond refolution, decla-

ratory of the right of the t-zvo houfs of parliament to appoint a regent,

firongly oppofed by lord hiarth and Mr. Fox, and fupported by the majlcr of

the rolls, the lord ad-~oocate of Scotland, the attorney and folicitor general,

and Mr. Hardinge ; reflexions of Mr. RuJJj-iVorth on the minifier's ccnduB ;

the refolution carried by a jnajority of 268 to 204; oppofed on the report of

the committee by Sir Grey Cooper and Mr. IVyndharn ; amendment mo-ued by

Mr. Dempjier, and --withdranxin ; amendment to the third refolution mo-ued by

Mr. Dempficr ; debate thereon adjourned to the zzd of December.

AS the moft important tranfac-

tions of the leirion of parlia-

ment, whole proceedings we are now
to relate, arofe out of the peculiar

circumi^ances under which it aflem-

bled, w iTiufl; bring back the re-

colledion of the reader, for a mo-
ment, to the impaired fcate of the

king's health towards the latter end

of Oftobcr 17^8. On the 24th of

that month he had a levee at St.

James's, for the purpofe of quiet-

ing the alarm, which the report of

his indifpcfition had fpread amongft
the people ; but upon his return to

Windfor his diforder took a new and
unfortunate turn; and before the

end of the firft week in November
it was generally known that it had
fettled into a conftant delirium. The
grief and confternation which this

intelligence excited amongll all

ranks of his loyal and affedlionate

fubjctSls could onlv be equalled by
that exultation and joy which were
fo confpicuoufiy manifefted at the

period
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period of his aufpicious and happy
recovery. The prince of Wales
repaired immediately to Windfor,

where he was met by the lord

chancellor, and they, in concert

with the queen, took iuch meafures

relative to the dumellic affairs of
the king as the necefiicy of the cafe

required. In tlie mean time all

thofe, who by their rank and fitua-

tion in the llate were required to

take a part in fo new and unexpect-

ed an exigence, aifembled in the

capital ; and an exprefs was dif-

patched to Mr. Fox, at this time in

Italy, to haften his return.

XT The parliament had been

prorogued to the 2otn or JNo-

vember; and as the intended

commilfion for a further prorogaiion

had not been iffucd by the king, its

meeting took place upon that day, as

a matter of courfe. The peers and

the commons remained in tiieir fjpa-

rate chambers ; and the chancellor in

the upper, and Mr. ?itt in the lower

houfc, having notified ti.e caufe of

their afTemblmg wLthoat the ufual

notice and fuminons. and llated the

impropriety of their proceeding un-

der fuch circumftances to the difcuf-

fion of any public bufinefs whaifo-

ever, both houfes refolved unani-

moufly to adjourn for fifteen days.

At the fame time Mr. Pitt took oc-

cafion to obfcrve, that as it would
be indifp^nfably necefTary, in cafe

his majelly's illncfs Ihould unhap-
pily continue longer than the period

of their adjournment, that the houfc

fhould take into immediate confide-

ratiou the means of li^pplying, fo

far as they were competent, the

want of the royai prcfence; it was
incumber.t upon them to infurc a

full attendance, in order to t;ive

every poillble weight and folemniiy

to their proceedings, ror this [.ar-

pofe it was orderetl, that the houfc

be called over on Thurfday the 4th

of December next, and that the

fpcaker do fend letters requiring

the attendance of every member.
Orders to the famecitedl were made
by the lords.

In order to lay fome ground for

the proceedings of the two houfes

of parliament, a council was held

at Whitehall on the day preceding

their meeting, to which all the

privy councillors were fumnioned.

Of fifty-four who attended, twenty-

four were of the party of oppofinon.

The phyficians who had att-. nded

his majelly during his illnefs were
called before them and Iworn ; after

which three queflions, which liad

been previoully debated and carried

in the council, were put to them 1 j-

vcrally. The firll was, '« Whether
" his majefcy's indifpoiition ren-
" dercd him incapable of meeting
" his parliament, and of attending
" to any fort of public bufineisr"

To this they anfwered, " That cer--
'* tainly he was incapable."— The
feccnd was, " What is your opi.uon
*' of the duration of his majelly's
" malady, and of the probability of
" a cure ?" To this they anfwer-

ed, " That there was a great pro-
" babllity of his recovery, but that
" it was impoflible to limit the
" time,"—The third queftion wa.s
" Do you give this opinion from the

" particular fymptoms of his ma-
" jelly's difordcr, or from your ex-
" pcrience in complaints of a fimi-

" lar nature r" To this their ge-

neral anfvvcr was, " That it was
" from experience, and having ob-
" ferved that the majority of thofe

" who were aftiiiled v/ith the f^^rtie

" uifeafe iiad recovered."

On the 4th tlietwo houfes p.^^

being^aifembled, tiie prcu- '''• -t-

[ r] 3 dent
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dent oftbecouncilmformed the peers* competent to iffue writs for new

that the king, by the continuance of eleftiont. This was deLcrmincd in

his indifpofition, was rendered inca- the affirmative, and '.he houie im-

pable of meeting his parliament, and mediately rofe.

that allthe other fundlions of govern- OnMonday the 8th,Mr. -q g i

ment were thereby fu^ended. Ke Pitt, either convinced, up-

then declared it to be his opinion, on further confideration, of trc pro-

that in this difmembrred ftate of priety of Mr. Viner's fuggclVion, or

the Icgiflature, the right devolved expeding that the probabihty of his

on the two houfes of parliament to majeily's recovery would become

make fuch provifion f r fupplying more appareti; upon a fuller enquiry

the defeft as fhoiild be adequate to into the cafe, came forward to pro-

the neceflity of the cafe ; but that pofe, that a committee of twenty-one

it was nect^ffary, before any flcp members Ihculd be appointed to ex

could be taken in {o delicate a bu!i-

r.efs that the deficiency Ihould be

fully afcertained : with this view he

moved, that the minutes of the

privy council fliould be read ; which

being dene, the following Monday
V'.is appointed for taking it into

confideraion.

A motion to the fameeffeft being

made by Mr. Pitt in the houfe of

comm.ons, Mr. Viner expreffed his

doubt, whether, in a matter of fuch

mom:nt, and which would be at-

tended with fuch important conf..-

quences, the houfc could proceed

upon a report from the privy coun-

cil without a fanher examination of

the phyficians, either at their bar, or

by a committee of thtir own. Mr.
Pitt urged, in reply, the delicacy

of the ?ubj€d to bedifcufied; and

remarked further, that the exami-

nation before tlie council was taken

upon oath, which the houfe had it

not in their power to adminiller,

Mr. Fox concurred in opinion wifh

amine all the phyficians who had at-

tended the king during his illnefs.

A like committee was appointed the

fame day in the hcafe of lords; and

the members in both were chofen

nearly in equal numbers from each

fuic of the houfe.

The report of the committee [fee

State Papers, p. 287.] being brought

up on the loth, and ordered to be

printed, Mr. Pitt moved, " that a

" committee be appointed to exa-
" mine the journals of the houfc,

" and report precedents of fuch
" proceedings as may have been
" had in cafes of the pcrfonal ex-

" ercife of the royal authority being
" prevented or interrupted by in-

" fancy, ficknefs, infirmity, or other-

" wife, with a view to provide for the
*' fame." The motion being made,

Mr. Fox role, and objefted to it as

nugatory, and produdlive of unne-

ceffary and improper delay. He
faid, the right honourable gentle-

man knew, that no precedent was

Mr. Vincr; he felt the propriety of to be found of the fufpenfion of the

adling with all pofiibie delicacy

;

but if delicacy and their duty Hiou'd

happiin to clafh, the latter ought

rot to be facrificed to the former.

A doubt was alfo flated, by the

fpeaker, whether, in the prefent dc-

feftive ftate of parliament, 'ke v/as

executive government, in which, at

the fame time, there exilled an heir

apparent to the crown, of full age

and capacity. For his own part,

he was convinced, upon the ma-
tureft confideration of the princi-

ples and practice of the conftitu-

tion.
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tion, and of the analogy of the

common law cf the land, that when-

ever the foveieign, from ficknefs,

infirmity, or other incapacity, was

unable to exercife the fundlions of

his high office, the heir apparent,

being of full age and capacity, had
as inJifputable a claim to the exer-

cife of the executive power, in the

name and on behalf of the fovereign,

during the continuance of fuch in-

capacity, as in cafe of his natural

demife. At the fame time he ac-

knowledged, that the two houfes of

parliament were alone competent to

pronounce when the prince ought
to take pofTeffion of and exercife liis

right.

He thought it candid, he faid,

entertaining this opinion, to come
forward fairly, and avow it at that

inftant ; that the prince had not

made this claim himfelf, he im-
puted to his known moderation, and
to the peculiar dtlicacy of his fuua-

tion ; but he thought this a ftrong

rcafon, amonglt others, why they

fliould not walte a moment unnecef-

iarily, but proceed, witti all becom-
ing fpeed and diligence, to reftore to

the conftitution the fovereign power,

and the fundlions of the royal au-

thority.

The chancellor of the exchequer
role, with fome heat, to controvert

the dodrine advanced by Mr. Fox;
he declared it to be little lefs than

treafcn againfl the coiiltuution; and
pledged himfelf to maintain, on the

contrary, that the heir apparent

had no more right, in the cafe al-

Icdged, to the exercife of the exe-

cutive power, than any other fub-

jedl in the kingdom ; and that it

belonged to tne two remaining
branches of the legiflature, in be-

half of the people, to make fuch

jiroviiion for fupplying the tempo-

rary d.-ficicncy as they might think

moft proper, to preferve unimpair-

ed the interefts of the fovereign,

a^nd the fafety and welfare of the

nation. He added, that from the

mode in which the right honourable
gentleman had treated the fubject,

a new queftion prefented itfelf, and
that of much greater mp.gnitude

than the qucilion originally before

them ; it was a queilion of their

own rights : it was become a doubt,

whether the houfe had on this im-
portant occafion any deliberative

power at all. The motion he had
made could therefore -no longer be
called nugatory, but was become
abfolutely n^-'ceffary, iti order to

learn a.d afcertain their own
rights.

Mr. Fox remarked, in reply,

that the fovereignty of thefe king-
doms being hereuicary, and no par-

li.'iment exiiling which could legally

alter the fucceiiion, nothing but a
cafe of necefficy, which at prefent,

he averred, did not exift, could

jullify the two houfes in airuming
to themfelves the right of fetting

aiide the heir apparent from die re-

gency, or putting tae executive

power into his hands with any limi-

tations or reltridions impoled by
their own auihority.

Mr. Burke added fome farcaflical

remarks upon the dodrine of thr

chancellor of the exchequer. Were
he to become an eleftor for the re-

gency, as undoubtedly, he faid, pvery

member of the hjufe would be, if the

doctrine they had heard was received,

he hoped he (hou:d be excufed if he
gave his vote for a prince whofe ami-
able difpofition was one of his many
recommendations, in preference to a

competiior who had threatened the

aficrtors of the prince of Wales's

right with the penalties of contlruc-

[ £ ] 4. tive
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tive treafon. Being called to order

for thefe expreffions, he infilled that

he was not dilorderly : the right

hcnourable gentleman had ailerted

that the prince had no more right

to the regency than any other fub-

jedl whatever; and if the houfe

were of the fame opinion, who
would anfwer for the event of the

eleflion ?

Mr. Pitt concluded the converfa-

tion with complaining of the inde-

cency of the expreffion that had been

ufed; and afked, whether, when
Mr. Somers a/Terted, in the conven-

tion of 1688, that no perfon had a

right to the crown, it would have

been thought decent for any mem-
ber to have rifen and pronounced

him a competitor with William III.

A committee of twenty-one, of

whom nine were members of oppo-

fition, was then appointed to fit with

the ufual powers.

p. The day following the

fame motion was made
in the houfe of lords by the prcfi-

dent of the council, and carried

without a divifion. His lordfhip

condemned the doftrine advanced

by Mr. Fox in the houfe of com-
inons, which he ftated to be, that

on the event of his majelly's "inca-

pacity, the prince of Wales had an

immediate right to afiame the exer-

cife of the fovereign power. This

he declared was treafonable to the

conllitution ; and he aflerted, on the

contrary, that the right and duiy of

fupplying the prefent deficiency of

the fovereign power belonged lolely

and entirely to the two remaining

branches of the legiflature.

Lord Loughborough defended

Mr. Fox's pofition, both as being

more analogous to the law of the

land and the fpirit of the conflitu-

tion, and as ilcering clear of the

GISTER, 1789.

many embarraflments and dangers

which might arife from the oppofite

doflrine. He infilled upon the poli-

tical abfurdity of having an heredi-

tary fucceflion to the monarchy, and

an elcdlive regency. He alked, whe-

ther the two houfes would not there-

by in effed alliime the whole go-

vernment to thenifelves, as fuch a

regent might be fo elected, as would

neceflTarily become the mere flave of

the eleftors ? He put the eafe of

the two houfes in Ireland afl'uming

the fame right, and elefting a diffe-

rent perfon to be their regent. He
reminded the houfe, that by the

common law the prince of Wales

had many rights and privileges pe-

culiar to himlelf, and which belong-

ed to nocomhion fubjed. He
was therein defcribed to be one and

the fame with the king, and it was

as much high treafon to compafs oi-

imagine his death as that of the

king. It would fcarcely, he faid,

be denied, tiiat if the prefent un-

fortunate' emergency had happened

during an intermiiiion of parliament,

that the prince of Wales would have

been warranted in ilTumg writs, and

fummoning the parliament to meet.

At the fame time he held, with Mr.
Fox, tliat the exercife of this right.

Under the prefent circumilancc£,

ought to v/ait the declaration of his

majefty's incapacity by the two

houies of parliament.

The lords Stormont and Port-

chefter argued on the fame fide with

lord Loughborough; and were op-
pofed by the chancellor and earl Stan-

hope, the former of whom contented

himfelf with declaring, that the doc-

trine advanced was to him at leall

entirely new.

Pj
On the 12th the report

was brought up from the

committee, and ordered to be print-

ed ;
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ed ; and Mr. Pitt then moved,

that the hoafe (hould on Thurf-

day next refolve itfelf into a com-
mittee of the whole houfe, to take

into confideration the ftate of the

nation.

Upon this occafion Mr. Fox rofe

to defend himfelf againlt the mifre-

prefentations which, he alledged,

had been given of his fentiment?

relative to the regency. He had

been made to affert that the prince

of Wales had a right to affume the

royal authority, upon the interrup-

tion of its exercife in confequence

of the king's illnefs and incapaci-

ty. He believed, he faid, that he

had never ufed the word rjfume;

what hj undoubtedly meant, and

what he was ftill ready to maintain,

was, that the claim, as of right,

was in the prince, but that the

adjudication of the polTeffion was

in the two houfes of parliament.

Their right of eledion he pofitively

denied, and he conceived there was

a clear dillinftion bc-tween that, and

the right ofadjudication. Thus in

contelled returns of members of

that houfe, the right of adjudica-

tion belonged to their committee

above Ihiirs, but the right of the

perfon declared duly returned to his

feat in parliament was derived from

another authority, the right of e-

ledion in his conitituents. He was

glad, however, to hnd that even

they who denied the ilricEl ri^ht, ad-

mitted that the prince had an irre-

flilible Claim to the regency ; and
as they agreed in fubll.incc, he

thought they ought in prudence to

waive the difcullion of new and
equivocal dilliniflions. Mr. Fox
concluded wlih exprelling his hopes

that the chancellor of the exche-
quer would give the houfe fome
information rtlpeding die nature

of the propofitions he meant to lay

before the committee upon the flats

of the nation. For his own part,

he faid, he (hould not heficate then

to declare what in his opinion they

ought to be, namely, a declaration

or addrefs to the prince, ftating the

faft of his majcfty's prefent inca-

pacity, and invefting his royal

highnefs, during fuch incapacity,

v/ith the full exercife of all the

royal powers, in the fame manner
and to the fame extent as they

might be exercifed by h\& majelly

had his health enabled him to dif-

charge the funiflions of the iovt-

reign authority.

Ivlr. Pitt followed ?/Ir Fox, and
after admitting the explanation

given by the latter, declared that

he was ready to meet him on the

ground, upon vvhich, after mature
deliberation, he had thought fit to

place the queftion in difpute be-

tween them. The right honour-

able gentleman now allerted, that

the prince of Wales had a right

to exercife the royal authority, un-

der the prefent circumftances of
the country, but that it was a

right not in polTeinon, until the

prince could exercife it on, what
he called, the adjudication of par-

liament. Pie, on his part, denied

that the prince of Wales had any

right ivhate--vcr, and upon that

point the right honourable gen-
tleman and he were flill at ilfue;

an ifl'uc that, in his opinion, mult

bo decided, before thoy could pro-

ceed one ftep farther in the great

and important confiderationi to be
difculfed and determined. An
expreflion, he remarked, had allb

been ufed, tending to infmuate

th.;t this ri;ht of adjudication, un-

der the nrefent or fimilar circum-

fiancv.s could only take place upon

S fup-
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a fuppofition of the aflual fitting of
parliament ; the plain inference

tjom which was, that it parliament

were not fitting, the prince of
Wales could affume the exercife of

the regal authority. Mr. Pitt de-

clared, that he thought the prince

of Wales could, in no cafe, alTume

of right the lovereign power. If

there were no parliament in erviH-

ence, he granted that the heir ap-

parent, a£ling in concert with other

perfons in ^r^eat fituacions, might,

under fuch circumltances as the

prefent, have iiTued writs, and con-

vened the two houfes, for the pur-

pofe of providing for the public

fafety.

But, fuppofing the right of af-

furnption given up altogether, and

.that the prince muft have the

right adjudged by parliament, he

denied that they were aifling as

judges, as the fentiments of the

right lionourable gentleman fo ma-
rifellly intimated. It v.'as fubvcr-

rive of the principles of the con-

ititution to admit, that the prince

of Wales might, under any cir-

cumftanccs, feat himfelf on the

throne, during the life-time of his

father; and the intimation of the

exiftence of fuch a right, as he had
remarked on a former occafion,

prefented a queilioii of greater mag-
nitude and importance, even than

the prefent exigency, and the pro-

vifion that it necell'arily required ;

a queftion that involved in it the

principles of the conlatutipn, the

protedlion and fecuricy of our li-

berties, and the fafety of the

Hate.

When the rip-hts and powers of

the two houfes were afcertained, it

would then become a qucllion, to

whom and what portion of the (o-

vereign power fuould be delegated

during his inajjefty's illnefs: upon this

point, however decided he might
be in his opinion againft the whole

or any part of the regal power
being veiled in the prince of Wales,

as a matter of right, in any way, in

which that right had been explain-

ed, he was equally ready to fay,

that, as a matter of difcretion, and
orPthe ground of expediency, it v/as,

in his opinion, highly defirable, that

whatever part of the regal power
it was neceilary fliould be exeicifed

at all during this unhappy interval,

fhould be veiled in a Tingle perfon,

and that this perfon fhould be the

prince of Wales ; that he alfo

thought it mcft confillent with true

conftitutional principles, and moll

for the public convenience, that his

royal highnefs fhould exercife

that portion of authority, whatever
it might be, unfettered by any
permanent council, and with the

free choice of his political fervants.

With regard to the portion of
royal authority which ought to be
given, or withholden, it would be
premature, in the prefent flage of
the buiinefs, to enter into the par-

ticular difcuffion of it ; but he had
no objedion, even now, to declare

in general, that whatever authori-

ty was neceiTary for carrying oa
the public bufmefs with vigour

and difpatch, and for providing,

during this interval, for the fafe-

ty and interelb of tiie country,

ought to be given ; but, on the

other hand, any authority not ne-
cefiaiy for tliofe purpofcs, and ca-

pable of being, by poflibility, em-
ployed in any way which might
tend to embarrafs the exercife of
the king's lav/ful authority, when
he iliould be enabled to refume it

into his own hands, ought to be
withholden ; becauie, from its be-

ing given, more inconvenience

might arife to the future interefts,

both 4
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both of the people and of the

crov'.n, than any which could arife,

in the mcran time, from its tempo-

rary fufpervnon.

-j^ As it was evident from
^ 5' the complexior\ of both

houfes of parliament that the ma-
jority was adverfe to the claim of

the prince of Wales, as of right, to

the regency, it was thojght moll

advifeable, by thofe who held the

affirmative, to avoid, if poflible, its

being brought to a forma! decifion.

With this view, on the 15 th Dec.

the earl Fitzwiliiam, after ftating

the inexpediency of bringing, un-

der the prefent circumllances, any

abftraft political queftions into dif-

cufiion, when all parties were agreed

in fubdance, defired to know from

the minilters, whether they meant

to introduce any propofition of that

nature. He was anfwered by earl

Camden, who faid, that as the moll

eff',.ntia! rights of the two houfes of

parliament had been quellloned by
perfons of great and refpecTiable

authority, he thought it was become
abfolutcly necefTary that they fhould

not be 1-jft doubtful and ur.fettled.

Upon this declaration his royal

highnefs the duke of York rofe,

and addreffed the houfe to the fol-

lowing effefl.

Perfedly unufcd, he faid, as he

was to fpeak in a public afiVmbly, he

could not refrain from c.tfering his

fentimcnts to their lordfhips on a

fubjeft in which the deareft interefts

of the country were involved. He
entirely agreed with the noble earl

(Fitzwiliiam) and other lords, w',o

had expreflcd their wifhes to avoid

any quellion which ter-dcd to induce

a dilcuflion on the rights of the

prince. The i'dCi was plain, that no
i'uch claim of right had been made
on the part of tlie prince ; and he

was coulident that his royal highnefs

underftood too well the facred

princinles which feated the houfs

of Bruntwick on the throne of
Grei'.t Britain, ever to aflume or

exercife any power, be his claim

what it might, not derived from the

will of t.ie peop'e, expreflcd by
their reprefentatives and their

lordlhips in parliament alTenibled.

It was upon this ground that he
mull be permitted to hope, that ther

wifdom and moderation of all con-

fiderate men, at a moment, when
temper and unanimity were fo pe-

culiarly necefTavy, on account of the

dreadful calamity which every dc-

fcription of perfons mud, in com-
mon, lament, but which he more
particularly felt, v/ould make the.Ti

wi(h to avoid prelTing a decilion,

which certainly was not necelTary

to the great objeft expeded from

parliament, and which mull be
moll painful in the difcufTion to a

family already futHcicntly agitat-

ed and afillded. Such, his royal

highnefs obferved, in conclunon,

were the fentimewts of an honell

heart, equally inlluenced by duty

and alleciion to his royal father,

and by attachment to the conflitu-

tional rights of his fubjeiils ; and
he was confident ti'.at if Wis royal

brother were to acdrefs them in

his place, a"s a peer of the realm,

thefc were the fentiments which he
would diftincllv avow.

He was followed by hii royal

highnefs the duke of Gloc^iter,

who, after llating the peculiar un-

pleafaatnefs cf his own fituation,

and declaring that it was only four

hours fince he had heard that any-

thing was to be agitated upon the

fubjecl that day, deprecated the

dilcuflion of a quellion, which could

only tend to produce the moll mif-

chievcus confequences. He declar-

ed himielf a mere individual, not

influenced
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a£\uated " rity is thereby, for the prefent.influenced by party, but

by a fincere love of his country,

and a llrong fenfe of what he knew
would be his majefty's feelings,

were he happily to recover from his

prtfent lamented indifpofition. His

royal highnefs trailed, that the

good fenfe and loyalty of a majori-

ty in each houfe would yet prevent

the threatened decifion on this

point. Perfeverance in it was
mifchievous to the laft degree, and
could not be meant for the public

good. For his part, he felt fo

itrongly on the fubjeft, that, if the

attempt was perfiliied in, and the

queftion brought before that houfe,

he could only fay, that he believed

he fhould not dare to truft himfelf

to come forward and fpeak his fen-

timents on the extraordinary con-

dudl of thofe, who were unnecef-

farily inclined to compel a decifion

on fo delicate a queftion.

Notwithftanding the entreaties of

the princes of the royal family, the

minillers perfevered in their inten-

tion ; and the lord chancellor clofed

the converfation by declaring, that

though he much lamented the

ftarting of fuch a queftion, yet he

did not fee how they could now
avoid coming to fome determina-

tion upon it.

•pj /- Accordingly, on the

fixteenth of December,
the houfe of commons having re-

folved itfelf into a committee, Mr.
Pitt moved the three following re-

folutions, the firft of which was
voted unanimoufly.

I. " That it is the opinion of this

" committee. That his majelly is

' prevented, by his prefent indifpo-

' fition, from coming to his pariia-

" ment, and from attending to

" public bufinefs; and that the per-

" fonal cxcrcife of the royal aucho-

" rity is thereby,
" interrupted."

II. " That it is the opinion of
" this committee. That it is the
" right and duty of the lords fpi-

" ritual and temporal and com-
" mons of Great Britain, now af-

" fembled, and lawfully, fully, and
" freely reprefenting all the ellates

" of the people of this realm, to

" provide the means of fupplying
" the defedl of the perfonal exer-
*' cife of the royal authority, arifing

" from his majelly 's faid indlfpo-

" fition, in fuch manner as the exi-

" gency of the cafe may appear to

" require."

Refolved, " That for this pur-
" pofe, and for maintaining entire
*' the conlHtutional authority of the
" king, it is neceflary, that the
" faid lords fpiritual and tempo-
" ral and commons of Great Bri-
" tain, fhould determine on the

" means whereby the royal ailent

" may be given in parliament to

•' fucli bill as may be pafTed by the
'* two houfes of parliament, refpecl-
*' ing the exercifeof the powers and
'* authorities of the crown, in the

" name, and on the behalf of the

" king, during the comintianceof his
« majelly's prefent indifpofition."

The arguments urged by Mr. Pitt

in fupport of the fecond refolution,

were principally drawn from two

fourccs, the precedents contained in

the report of the committee, and

the acknowledged maxims and fpi-

rit of the conllitution.

With fffpjft to the firft, he ad-

mitted that no precedent occurred

that was direftly in point; viz. in

which an interruption had taken

place of the perfonal exercife of the

royal authority with any legal pro-

vifion, at a time when there e.xilied

an heir apparent of full age. But
he
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he remarked that there were many
cafes from which ilrong analogies

might be drawn, and which tended

greatly to elucidate the fubjed.

And firft, he challenged his oppo-

nents to point out a fmgle cafe, either

of the infancy, infirmity, or iilnefs

of a fovereign, in which the full

powers of fovcreignty were exercif-

ed by any perfon whatever. If the

right attached to his royal high-

nefs, under the prefent circumftan-

ces, in the fame manner as on the

demife of his father, an heir pre-

fumptive would have the fame

claim as an heir apparent ; but the

precedents clearly proved that no

fuch right exiiled. In the reign of

Edward the third, no heir claimed

the exercife of fovercignty : the

parliament provided a council about

the King's perfon to exercife the

fovereign fundlions. In the reign

of Richard the fecond, counfellors

were alfo appointed to adminiiter

the fovereign authority. • In the

infancy cf Henry the fixth, the

parliament was called together by

the young king's fecond uncle, the

firft being ftill living abroad, and

the adl was ratified ny the parlia-

ment that followed. Thefe three

inllances were fufficient to ihew that

the exercife of the fovereign power

during the infancy of the king was

never claimed as of right, but al-

ways delegated by parliament.

With refped to cafes ofabfence, he

obferved that, if a right exilted to

reprekr.t the king, it muft be a per-

fcil and an entire right, a right ad-

mitting of no modification whatever,

becaule, if any thing Ihort of the

whole power were given, it v/ould

be lefs than by right could be claim-

ed, and confequently an:- cknov/ledg-

mcnt that noiuch right exiftcd. Eur,

by a reference to the ancient records,

it would be found that the cujios reg'

ni, or lieutenant for the king, had
never been inverted with the whole
fovereign authority. The powers
given to the cufiode: rcgni had been
different under different circum-

ftances. The power, for inflance,

of bcftowing benefices, and doing

other acts of fovereignty, was oc-

cafionnlly granted to them by ex-

prefs acis— a manlfeft proof that

their powers had been always fub-

jecl to limitation, and that they held

their ofiices not as of right, but by
appointment. With refpe<S to cafes

of infirmity, one inflarice had occur-

red where the exercife of royalty had
been interrupted, and which appear-

ed to him to be more a cale in point

than any other. The precedent to

which he alluded was that of Hen-
ry the fjxth, which differed indeed

from the prefent cafe,in that the heir

apparent was not of full age. But

the parliament of that dav not only

provided for the moment, but look-

ed forward to the time when the

heir apparent (hould attain full age,

granting him a reverfionary patent,

til? fame preclfely with the regent's,

to take place v^hcn he fhould come
of p.ge : and though they provided

for allowing him at that period more
confider.ible powers than they fuf-

fered the regent to pofl'efs, they

had ftill not grnnied him the full

powers offovereignty, but had made
fuch limitations, as proved their de-

nial of any right exifting indepen-

dent of their authority. Thisinftance

he thono-ht fufficient to (hew the

fenle of parliament in thofe days, as

much as if the heir apparent had

been of full age. If then no pre-

cedent contrary to thofe which he

had ftated could be found, he fhould

prefjmc, that the ccmmittec woul.i

of courfe admit, that no right exiil-

ed
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cd either In an heir apparent or an

heir prei'umptive, to aiiume the

funiiions of royalty, on the tem-

porary incapacity of the fove-

ic'ign.

The only queftion, then, was,

where did the right of providing for

fuch a deficii-Micy exiil ? If no
precedent, in hiltory or in law, was
to be found, for the exercile of fuch

authority, during the difability of

the fovereign, where was it lodged ?

It was to be found in the voice of the

people : with them it reftcd ; and,

though the third eftate of the legif-

lature might be deficient, yet the or-

gans of ipeech remained entire in

their reprefentatives, the lords and
commons, through whom the fenfe

ofthe people might be taken. With
them therefore it refted, as a right,

to provide for the deficiency of the

third branch of the legiflature,

whenever a deficiency aroie. Thefe

were not merely his opinions, but

the opinions of thofe who h?d fram-

ed the revolution. They had not,

indeed, like the committee, to pro-

vide for the interruptions of the

regal power, while the throne was

full, but to fupply the deficiency of

the third branch of the legiflature^

which was wholly vacant. As the

power of filling the throne refted

with the people at the revolution,

fo, at the prefent moment, on the

fame principles of liberty, on the

fame rights of parliament, did the

providing for the deficiency reft

with the people.

He again adverted to the proceed-

ings of parliament in the reign of

Henry the fixth, which he contend-

ed were all founded on the prefurap-

tion of their right to declare both

in what manner, and by whom, tiie

royal authority was to be exercifed,

for and in the name of the kine. In

that reign, the duke of Glocefter

claimed the regency, and applied

to parliament tor the fame as his

right ; but the anfwer of parliament

to this claim was, that he neither

had by birth, nor by the will of his

brother, any right whatever to the

exercife of royal authority. They,
however, appointed him regent, and
entrufted him with the care of the

young king. Here then was an
inftance of the claim of right having
been adlually made, and fully de-

cided upon by parliament, which de-

clared that no fuch right exifted.

Mr. Pitt concluded his fpeech by
defending hiiiifelf againft the impu-
tc'.:ion of agitating, without necef-

fity, queftions of a dangerous ten«

dency. He denied that he had firft

ftirred them ; but unconftitutional

claims having been alferted, it was
their duty to declare their right, fo

that it might remain afcertained be-
yond the po/Tibility of any queftiori

hereafter.and become fecured topof-

terity. On the contrary, if the right

were not declared, it would appear
that the two houfes had made a com-
promife unbecoming their dignity,

and had acted upon perfonal mo-
tives, rather than a due regard to

the true interefts of their coun-

Lord North rofe in oppofition to

Mr. Pitt. He did not underftand,

he faid, how it would appear that

the committee, by agreeing with

the right honourable gentleman, and
voting the refolution, hai^ adted

with greater impartiality, or that

the public would be convinced that

they had been adluated by motives

lefs peribnal, than if they did not

vote it. The faft of the incapacity

of the fovereign to exercife his royal

authority being properly eftablifh-

ed, they ought immediatdy to pro-

ceed
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ceed to reftore the third branch of

the leglflature ; and the fooner they

did that neceflary ac: of duty, the

lefs would their proceedings be li-

able to the imputation of having

been cor.duffled upon perfonal mo-
tives. In ccnfequence of that me-
lancholy misfortune, which they all

deplored, they were fitting, not in-

deed in ihe forn:\ of a convention

(becaufe it happened that the f.vo

houfes of parliament had been re-

gularly called together) but with

no more authority thas a conven-

tion pc/TefTed, to do that duty which

the calamity of the moment called

upon them to perform. Under fuch

circurailances, they ought to con-

fine themfelves dridlly to the necef-

fity of the cafe, fince every ilep they

proceeded beyond the neceflity of

the cafe, was a Hep in error, and

confequently a ftep which they

ought not to take. The motion, he

obierved, called upon them to de-

clare the right and duty of the

lords fpiritual and temporal. What
right had that houfe to interfere

with the rights and duties of the

other houfe ? In the fecond part of the

queilion he faw a project for pafiing

a biil ; a project direftly violating

the fundamental principles of the

conllitution, and to v/hich, for that

reafon, he could not agree. What
right had that houfe, or the two
houfes, to make lawi ? To pafs a

bill, was to do an aft of legiflation,

and to aflume powers that did not

belong to them : powers, that the

conll:icution had placed in the hands

of the king, lords, and commons, in

parliament affembled, and in their

hands only. Their road was ca.fy

and fhort : proceed diredlly to no-
minate a regent, and then, when
the third branch was rellored, and
ike legiflarure was compleat, t.'iey

would become a parliament, perfeft

in all its conftitutional form, and
they might legally pafs any laws

either of limitation, reltriftion, or of
any other kind. But, to attempt to

proceed other.vife, wa? to trenctl

on the prerogatives of the crown,
while they lay at their mercy. They
had a precedent, he faid, direftl-/

in point, a precedent on which the

flabiiity of our prefent happy con-
ftitution relied. How had thofe

great men thought it their duty ta

a<5l, who fettled the revolution ?-—To
declare the vacancy of the throne,

and immediately to reftore the re-

gal power, and render the legiila-

ture complete.

The original proportion was fup-

ported by the mailer of the rolls,

the lord advocate of Scotland, the

attorney and folicitor general, and
the folicitor general to the queen.

They infifted much upon the iiicnce

both of the ccnimonand ilatute law,

with refpecl to a right exiiting in

any perlbn to the regency—They
faid it V\'Zs cafus ncn prcjiftis, and
that the lords and commons, being

the only two branches of the leglf-

lature in a capacity to ac^, were
bound to provide fuch means for

fupplying the defedl as were mofi:

confonant and analogous to the Iav7

of the land. They argued upon a

diflinclion between the political and
natural capacity of the king, and
maintained, that in the contempla-
tion of the law, the monarchy was
ftill perfedl and complete, and the

king's political capacity entire, not-

withuanding liis prefent illnefs.

—

The lord advocate for Scotland

added, that from a number of pre-

cedents to be found in the hif-

tory of that kingdom, it appeared,

that the appointment of a regent,

whatcvir his powers might be, had
ahvays
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always been made in Scotland as in

England, under the fandion and

authority of the Oates of tlic king-

dom, either prcvioufly given, or af-

terwards intcrpofed, and fomctimcs

the next heir of the crown had been

appointed, fometimes not, fometimes

one regent, and at other times more
than one.

Mr. Hardinge laid great flrefs

upon the precedents of Henry the

lixth, and upon the regency bills

which pafl'ed in the reign of George
the fecond, and of the prefcnt king.

In the former, in cafe of a minority,

the princefs of Wales was made
regent, and the duke of Comber-
land, the next prefumptive heir,

paffcd by ; in the fetter, the king

was enabled to nominate a regent

by his will, though the duke of

York was the next major in fuccef-

fion.—Thefe indeed were ads of

-complete legillatures ; but in the

debates which they occafioned, no

complaint was made, no idea ftarted

that they were doing an injury to the

right of the prefumptive heir, or that

of any other.—He likev/ife contend-

ed, that the convention, at the re-

volution did, in their declaration re-

fpedingthe appointment of William

and Mary to he king and queen,

and the definition ol the feparate

powers of each, decide upon an ab-

ftraft quellion of right, and did le-

giflate, to all intents and purpofes,

as far as was now propoied to be

done.

Mr. Fox combated thefe argu-

ments with great force and acute-

uefs. He began by declaring, that

iu his opinion the labours ofthe com-
mittee appointed to i' arch for prece-

dents had been entirely fruitlcfs, all

of thofe reported being either irre-

levant and inapplicable, inconfillent

with each other, or drawn fiom pe-

riods of civil violence, anarchy, and
confufion.—Of this latter fort he

fliewed the precedents fo much in-

filled upon, of the reign of Henry the

fixth eminently tobe;and at the fame
time proved, that fo far as their

inconfirtency with each other aiFord-

cd any ground of argument, they

were, on the whole, more favour-

able to his opinions than thofe of

his opponents.

He next endeavoured to prove>

from the fpirit and praflice of the

conltitution, and the abfurdities and

dangers to which a contrary doc-

trine would lead, his main pofi-

tion, viz. that the prince had, fub-

jeft to the adjudication of the two
houfes of parliament, an exclufive

right, under the exiting circum-

llances, to the full exercife of the

royal authority.

The affumption of a power to

nominate a regent, he confidered,

fo far as it went, as a converfion

of the fucceflicn of the monarchy
from hereditary to eleftive, infift-

ing, that the podeirion of the crown,

and of the executive authority, mufl,

in the nature of things, be governed

by the fame principles. In order to

illuftrate this, he put the cafe of

a foreigner afking an Engliftiman,

whether the monarchy of Great

Britain was hereditary or eleftive ?

Any man familiar with the theory

of the conftituiion would naturally

anfvver that it was hereditary ; but,

if the doftrine of that day prevail-

ed, if the houfe fet afide the he-

reditary right to the exercife of the

king's authority, during its perfonal

fufpenfion, the anfwL-r muft be, *' I

" cannot tell, afk his majefty's

" phyficians : when the king ofEng-
" land is in good health the mo-
" narcliy is hereditary ; but v/hen

" he is ill, and incapable of cxer-

3
" cifuig
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** clfing the fovereign authority, it

" is eleftive."

Let the committf*e confider the

danger of making any other perfon

regent befides the prince of Wales.

If the two houfes could chufe a re-

gent, they might chufe whom they

pleafed : they might chufe a foreign-

er, a Catholic (for the law defines

not the regent) who, while he held

the power of the third eftate, might
prevail on the other two branches of

the legiflature to concur with him
in altering or fetting afide the fuc-

cefllcn of the houfe of Brunfwick.

He faw this fuppofition was deem-
ed extravagant; but he meant to

put an extravagant cafe. He had

not, however, put an impoflible one;

let them turn to the favourite pe-

riod of our hiflory (favourite at

leaft with the other fide of the

houfe that day) the reign of Heru-y

the fixth, and they would find, that

Richard, duke of York, took ad-

vantage of his power as proteftor

of the kingdom, and adlnally difin-

herited the prince of Wales, and.

the whole line of Lancafter, though

they were more nearly allied, and
had much better pretenfions to the

crown than the houfe of York.

The fame difmal fcene which had
difgraced our annals at that period,

might be adted over again.

He contended, that the appoint-

ment of a regent, in the manner
now propofed, implied a right in

the two houfes to legiilate and en-

adt laws, in the teeth of the (latute

cfthe 13th of Charles the fecond,

which not only declared, that the

two houfes of parliament could not

make laws without the confent and
con':urrence of the king, but alfo

declared, that whoever ihould pre-

fumc to affirm the contrary, ihould

be guilty of high tre::fo.n. The
Vol. XXXI.

right to make laws refted only in

the legifi.iture complete, and not

in the concurrence of any two
branches of it. Upon that very

principle was our conlHtution built,

and on the prefervation of it did its

exiltence depend. Were the cafe

otherwife, the conftitution might be
eafily deitroyed; becaufe, if the

two branches could afTume the

power to make law, they might,

in that law, modify or entirely

change the nature of the third

ertate.

The prefent fituation of affairs

had been compared to the revolu-

tion ; but their proceedings were
diametrically oppofite. At the pe-

riod of the revolution the conven-

tion which was then affembled, con-

fcious that they cbuld not make
any change in the genius of the

monarchy, until they had a head,

firft reftored the third eftate, and

then defined its power ; whereas

the committee were called on to

proceed in a different way ; fir ft,

to new-call the office, and then to

declare tkc officer. And what mufl

be the fituation of a regent elefted

by that houfe ? He mull be a pa-

geant and puppet, a mere creature

of their own. They might appoint

him for a year, a month, a day, and

fo change the monarchy into a re-

public. The fafety of the whole

depended on the jealoufy which

each retained againit the others; not

on the patriotiim of any one branch

of the legiflature, but rather on the

feparatc interelts of the three con-

curring, through different views, to

one general good. All thefe prin-

ciples would be deitroyed by the

prcicnt projcfl:, which would ra-

dically alter the government, and

of confequencc overturn the con-

ftitution.

[ F ]
Another
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Another mifchief, and that of the

moft ferioas nature, might ariu;

from an ele£live regency. What,

if the two houfcs fliould difiigree in

the pei-foa to be appointed i What,

if" -one regent fhouid be appointed

in England and another in Ireland ?

With refped to Ireland, if the two

houfes of the Eritiili parliament

/imply declared the prince of Wales

regent, moft probably the parlia-

ment in Ireland would do the fame;

if they fpeculatcd, the .Irlfh parlia-

ment would fpeculate. Were the

queftlo-.i ofrightbutoncsfctailoat, it

would ! I.come impoffible to fay to

what extent it might be carried.

Having fully argued the right of

the prince of Wales upon thefe and

other grounds, Mr. Fox adverted

to the alledged neceflity for the

prefent mode of proceeding, and

urged the fallacy of pretending

that the opinion which lie, as a

private member of that hoide, had

delivered, and the opinion which

his noble and learned friend (lord

Loughborough) had delivered elfe-

vvhere, made it neceffary. The re-

folutions moved appeared in his

opinion as infidiouily calculated to

convey a cenfure on the fentiments

which he delivered, while they fcrv-

cd as an inllrument of evafion of
an afTertion, highly revolting to the

public mind, made by the right ho-

nourable gentleman himfelf. Upon
the prefent occafion there had been

two aflertiors of pofitlve rights on

two fides of the houfe. On his

£de, the afiertion of the right of

the heir apparent, being of full age

and capacity to exercife the fove-

reign authority, during his majeily's

infirmity. On that of the right

honourable gentleman, the afTertion

that the prince had no more right

10 exeicife tke fovereign authority

under fueh circumftances, than any
ether individual fubjed. He did

net underiland the invidious dig-

nity he had been exalted to on

this occafion; but fmcc the right

honourable gentleman was deter-

mlr.ed to make a perfonal queftion

between them, why would they not

put it on his own opinion, and let

the queftion be, " That it is the

" opinion of this committee, that

*• his royal highnefs the prince of
" Wales, being of full age and
" capacity, has no more right to

" exercile the royal authority, dur-

" ing his majefty's incapacity,

" than any other individual fub-

" jeft }" The right honourable

gentleman well knew, that he dared

not venture to fubjed fuch a quef-

tion to debate. Confcious of his

error, and confcious that fo mon-
flrous a dodrine as he had fuf-

ftred himfelf, in an evil hour, to

deliver, had revolted the public

mind, he now fought to divert

the public attention by a paltry tri-

umph over him, though that tri-

umpli could not be obtained with-

out a iHarlced infult upon the prince

cf Wales. For, whatever opinion

of the prince's right he (Mr.
Fox) might entertain, why fhouid

that right be difcuffed which had
been neither claimed, nor was in-

tended to be claimed ? That this

was the precife itate of the faft,

was not to be doubted, after the

declaration which had been fo gra-

cioufly communicated, from the

higheft authority, in another place.

The claim being thus difavowed,

how mUft the preamble of a bill

run, truly to dcfcribe the cafe as it

ftood at prefent : " Whereas his

" royal highnefs the prince of
" Wales has never claimed a right

" to th« regency, it becomes ne-
«' ceiTary
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*' ceflary for the lords fpi ritual and
« temporal, and lor the commons of
*' England, to declare, that his royal

•* highnefs has no right, and there-

" fore we do hereby declare his

** royal highnefs folc regent of thefc

*• kingdoms?" What could be more

ridiculous than a bill opening with

this language? and fo it mul? be

woided, unlefs they fdfified the

fad.

Toward the conclulion Of his

foeech, Mr. Fox adverted to an ar-

gument advanced againfc him, in-

cluding a charge, that he had de-

ferted the caufe which he had here-

tofore been luppofed to claim the

peculiar merit of ilanding forth on

all occafionsto defend, and had thus

manifc'dedan inattention to the pri-

vileges of the houfe ot commons,

as oppofed to the encroachments of

the prerogatives of the crown.

Upon this occafxon, Mr. Fox re-

marked, that his refinance of the

latter, when it had been thought in-

crcafing unconftitutionaliy, was well

known. The influence of the crown

had been more than once checked

in that houfe, and (he really be-

lieved) to the advaotage of the

people. Whenever the executive

authority was urged beyond its rea-

fonable extent, it ought to be re-

filled ; but he 'denred to afk if this

was an occalion for exercifing the

conllitutional power of refilling the

prerogative or the influence of the

crov/n in that houfe ? He had ever

made it his pride to combat with

the crown in the plenitude of its

power and the fuUnefs of its autho-

rity : he wiihed not to trample on
its rights while it lay extended at

their feet, deprived of its funftions,

and incapable of refillancc. Let
the right honourable gentleman

pride himfelf oa a vuilory obtained
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againft a defencelefs fo^; let him
bcaft of a triumph where no battle

had been fought, and, confequenr-
ly, where no giory could be ob-
tained ! Let him take advantage
of the calamities of human nature;
let him, like an unfeeling lord of
the manor, riot in the riches to be
acquired by plundering Ihipwrecks,
by rigoroufly fcizing on Waifs, and
Ilrayo, and dcodands, and all the accu-
mulated produce of the various ac-
cidents which misfortune could
throw into his pov/cr. Let it not
be my boaft, he laid, to have gain-
ed fuch viftorics, obtained fuch
triunr.phs, or availed myfelf of
wcaitii fo acquired. The right ho-
nourable gentleman, he added, ap-
peared to have been fo long in the

poflcflion of power, that he could
not endure to part with it, and was
at leall refolved to dellroy what he
might no longer be permitted to en-
joy. Kc had experienced the full

favour of the crown, and enjoyed
the advantage of exerting all its

prerogatives ; and, finding the ope-
ration of the whole not too much
for the fuccefsful carrying on of the

government, he had determined to

cripple his fucceffors, and deprive
them ot the fame advantages which
he had poflcflcd; and thus circum-
fcribe their power to ferve thein

country, as if he dreaded that they
would Ihade his fame.

Mr. Pitt made a fhort reply, in

which he faid, that the perfonal at-

tack juft made upon him was nei-

ther provoked nor juftified by the
manner in which he iiad opened the
debate, and was unfounded, arro-
gant, and prefumptuous. The rif^hc

honourable gentleman had tlioughj;

proper to announce himfelf and
his friends to be the fuoccffors of the

prefent adminillraiion. He did not

[f] 2 know
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know on what authority the right

honourable gentleman made this

declaration; but he thought, that

with a view to thofe queilions of

cxpcdicncj' which the right honour-

able gentleman had introduced, both

the houie and the country were

obliged to him for this fealbnable

warning of what they were to cx-

peft. The nation had already had

experience of that right, honour-

able gentleman, and his principles.

It was the profeffed cbjcd of the

party with which he adled to en-

deavour, by the weight and ex-

tent of their political influence, to

nominate the minifters of the crown.

It could not be denied, that they

maintained it as a fundamental

principle, that a minifter ought

at all times fo to be nominated.

He would therefore fpeak plain-

ly. If perfons who poflcffed thefe

principles were in reality likely

to be thte advifers of the prince

in the exercife of thofe powers

which were neceiiary to be given

during the prefect unfortunate inter-

val, it v.'as the llrongeft additional

reafon, if any were wanting, for

being careful to confider, what the

extent of thofe powers ought to be.

It was impoflible not to luppole,

that by luch advifers thofe powers

would be perverted to a purpofe

which it was indeed impoffible to

imr.gine that the prince of Wales

could, if he v^as aware of it, ever

endure for a moment : but to which,

by artifice and mifreprefentation, he

might unintentionally be made ac-

ceiTary ;—for the purpofe of creating

a permanent weight and influence in

the hands of a party, which would

his majefty being able to refume the

exercife of his own authority.

With refpecl to the fubjed of the

debate, he obferved, that it had been

argued upon grounds of expediency,

as if the contelt was between two

rival rights, and the only queftion,

in favour of which the arguments

preponderated. He fliould be per-

fedly ready to meet the queftion

upon this ilfue; but, in fad, this

was not a fair ftate of the cafe.

The right of the prince of Wales
was not to be confidered as a rival

right, to be argued on the fame
grounds as the other. It was a right

which could not exift unlefs it was
capable of being exprefsly and po-

fuively proved ; whereas the right

of parliament was that which ex-

ifted of courfe, unlefs fome other

right could be proved to exclude it.

It v/as that which, on the principles

of this free confHtution, muft al-

ways exift in every cafe where no
pofnive provifion had been made
by law, and where the neceffity of
the cafe, and the fafcty of the coun-

try, called for their interpofition.

The abfence of any other right was
in itfelf enough to conftitute the

right of the two houfes ; and the

bare admilfion tiiat the right of the

prince of Wales was not clearly and
exprefsly proved, virtually operated

as an admifhon of every point under
difcufiion.

In the courfe of the debate, Mr.
Rufliworth (member for Newport,
Hants) Handing upon the floor, the

whole of which was crowded up to

the table, defired that gentlemen of

more experience and age than him-
felf would refer to the glorious

be dangerous to the juil rights of reign of .George H. Let them re-

tire crown wh^"' the moment Ihould call, he faid, to their memory the

arrive (fo much vvifl:ied, and, per- year 1745: fuppofe that great and

ivaps, fo foon to be expeded) of good king had lain under a fimikr

afflidiott
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^ffllftion at that period ; where was

the man, much lefs the minifter,

that would have dared to home down
to that houfe, and boldly, in the

face of the world, fay, that the

prince of Vv''ales had no more right

to the regency than any other fub-

jc(St ? [ji conthiued callofhear ! hear!

fre'vailing in all farts of the haf? ;]

the man or miniller, he added, who
would have dared to have uttered

fuch language, muft have found

flicker in fome other place than the

houfe of commons, or in the Whole
kingdom of England.

I'he queition was then put upon
the motion made by lord North;
when there appeared Ayes ^204,

Noes 268, The fecond and third

refolutions were then feveraliy put,

and carried without further debate.

-p. o On the 1 8th the houfe
Dec. 18. J- J ^ cadjour.ned, on account of
the illnefs of Mr. Fox, to the

day following; when Mr. Pitc be-

ing calL^d upon to inform th(f houfe

more difiindly of the mode of pro-

ceeding he intended to adopt,

ftated, that as, in contemplation

of law, his majefty's political ca-

pacity vyas entire, he ihould pro-

pofe, that their proceedings fhould

be under the rpyal authority, dele-

gated by a commlfiion under the

g.-rat feal. That commiflioners fo

appointed fliould open the parlia-

ment in the name of his mnjcfly,

in the uiual form, and afterwards

give the royal affent to fuch bill as

might be paffbd by the two houfes

for appointing a regent to exercife

fo muc!i of the royal authority as

was necefTary to be exercifed during

his majefty's indifpofition. This he

conceived to be the only mode of
proceeding that could be adopted

confiitently with the principles of

the conltitution.

The report from the committee
being then brouglu up, and the firfl:

refolution read and agreed to, the

fecond was objedted to by fir Grey
Cooper.
He began by exprefGng his doubt,

whether the houfe could, with pro-
priety, and confidently with the or-

der and regularity cf their proceed-
ings, agree to the refolution re-

ported from the committee on the

flate of the nation. He contended,

that in their prefect imperfect ftate

neceflity alone could jullify or autho-

rize their procfcdings. They had. ia

all the Itcps which they have hither-

to taken, a<5lcd under the authority,

and moved by the mere impulfe, of
that neceffuy ; and if any part of
their proceedings tranfgieilbd the

clear limits of that neceffity, ar.d

the dirc'ft courfe which it points out

to us, it was, in his opinion, an
aft oij'elf-conjlituted po^ver, and of
vsry dangerous letidency and conjh-

qucnce.

The point in queflion, therefore,

was, whether the fecond refolution

now reported was or was not an aft

of neceflity, for the purpofe of fup-

plying the cfcfeft in the legiflatuie,

by the king's incapacity. He con-
tended, that the refolution, declar-

ing the right and duty of the houfe,

was not neceifary, becaufc there

appeared to him no real impediment
or obftacle to their orogrefs, which
it was requifite to remove and clear

away before they could aft in their

deliberative capacity. That there

was no claim of right, no denial of
their authority, no matter of which
the houfe could, confirtently with

the gravity and order of its pro-

c;cJing^, take parliamentary notice

or cognizance.

At tile revolution, the convention

parliament did not, in the famous
[^F ll committee
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committee on the flate of the na-

tion, declare what it was their right

or their duty to do. It appears that

Pinch and lir Edward Seymour, and

feme other leading men at that time,

delivered and maintained opinions

direcftly contrary to the principles on
which the firlt refolution cf the 28th

of January 1689 was gronnded

dependence on the power and will

of Richard duUe of York, and the

potent and formidable faftion of the

noble families who adhered to him,

and followed the prcjeds of his am-
bition ; and that every ftep tliey

took, every declaration they made,
and every a6l they did or paHed,

were taken and done under the im-

But the grand committee propofed prelhon of immediate force and ir

no refolution to vindicate or edablifn

their right r.gainft fuch affertions.

They exercifed their right, and did

the noble work they were about

;

and they thought that the doing the

deed comprehended in it, and in-

conteftibiy proved, both their right

and their duty to do it.

Having fubmitted to the houfe

thcfe obicrvaticns on the order of

their proceedings, he requefled the

indulgence of their attention to feme
remarks upon the precedents on

which the right honourable gentle-

man had laid the foundation of his

refolutions, and particularly on the

precedent of the 32d and 33d of

Henry the fixth, which runs from
page 4z to page 77 in the report

from the commitcee; and which,

being the only one touching the fup-

p'y of the defeftin the royal autho-

rity from ficknefs, bore with the

inofl force on the prefent flate of

things and perfons. The precedent

had been much relied en; it had
been propofed as a pattern for their

proceeding in the great and arduous

afTair vvhic'i a mole deplorable ne-

celTity irnpofed upon them. He
would venlLire to undertake to prove,

by the irrefragable evidence of re-

cords, and the authentic hiftory of
the tim?s, that, during the couvfe

of all the proceedings which col-

lectively form that precedent, both
houfcs of parliament were in the

rsfjlbble influence. After the afTaffi-

nationof the virtuous duke of Glou-

cefter, the kirig's uncle, Richard,

duke of York, became firft prince of

the blood, and prefumptive heir to

the crown. The prince of Wales

was born in Oftober 1453, and about

tliis time the king fell into a diforder

in his mind, which rendered him
unfit even to maintain the appear-

ance of royalty^ The queen and
her favourite, the duke of Somer-
fet, found themfelves obliged by
this exigency to yield, for a time,

to the high power and connexions

of the duke of York. Somerfet

was actually fent to the tower on

the J3:h of February 1454. Ri-

chard was appointed, or, more pro-

perly fpeaking, nppointed himfelf,

lieutenant to the king, for holding

the parliament. About this time

the famous earl of Warwick, the

earls of Salifbury and Weftmore-

land, and many others of the duke's

followers, were admitted into the

council, in the place of the former

adm: liflration, and had the whole

government in their hands. By
their command and influence, the

committee of lords was fent on the

23d of March to the king, who lay

fick at Windfor, to take his pleafure

upon certain queltions Hated in their

comraifiion. On the 25lh of March,
the biihop of Carlifle, one of the

deputed lords, reported to the houfe.

molt abjedl and humiliated ftate of that they found the king in a ftate

^

' -of
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cf perfect Techargy and infenfibility.

Then followed, on the 27th of
March, the '"- mots tranfaftion of the

nomination and eIe(Sti>)n of the duke
of York to his firfl protedlorate, by
the peers fpirit al and temporal in

parliament afl':imblcd, without any

participation or even coofcrit of the

commons. Sir Grey Cooper ob-

lerved, that he did not confider their

appointment of the duke of York to

the firft protectorate, as in any re-

fpeft proceeding even from the free

deliberation or choice of -the houfe

of lords; but, that it was dictated

and compelled by the controuling

and overbearing power of the

duke and his adherents. This
conclufion was not founded on con-
jefture, or tiie mere authority ofany
hiftorian or annaliil ; but, or the evi-

dence of the records of parliament.

He then cited, from the fifth volume
of the Rolls of Parliament, the cafe

of the purgation of the duke of
York in the houfe of peers, upon
occafion of the trirJ of the earl of

Devonlhire for treafon, in the year

This record, he faid, proved to

demonltration in what a wretched
itate of fubmifilon and proltration

the whole houle of peers lay at the

feet of the protedtor. For, the man
whom they, with one voice, declar-

ed to be, and to have been, a faith-

ful and loyal fubjed to the king,

had, not two years before they made
this dilhonourable declaration, le-

vied open war againll the king, and
marched with au army to the gates

of his capital, and was, at the

very moment, known to be contelt-

ing the king's title to the crown.
Sir Grey faid, he would next fhcw,
by a record of unqueitionable autho-
rity, that the houfe of commons
was, »c the very fame time, in an

humble, helplcfs, and difgraceful

Jlare of dependence on the fame
power. He then cued the famous
cale of the imprifonment of Thorpe,
the fpeaker, which happened juft at

the r.ne of th-- aukc of York's be-
ing appointed lieutenant of the
king to h'jld the parliament, and.

fcon afterwards protecTor of the
kingdom. It was of this precedent,

cited in a debate on the 8th of
March, 1620, that Sir N. Rich ob-
ferved, " // is a cafe begetten by the

" in:quit)' cf the times, 'vjhen the duke
*' of I ork might have an oiier-groiun

" ponjoer in if, and therefore ^wifh it

" mav not be vicddlcd ivith.^*

He added, that what our excellent

hiftorian Rapin remarks on this par-

liament, and the other parliaments

about this time, was perfectly juitr,

and well founded. He fays, that

the contrary refojutions of thofe af-

feniblies, clearly fliew that they act-

ed rot uith freedom, but were
fwayed by the events which happen-
ed before their deliberations.'

In the beginning of the year

1455, ^^^
^'"''^•S

^''*^^ fomewhat re-

covered from his indifpoiuion, and
the queen moved him to refume his

authority, and to releafe Somerfet

from the Tower. The duke of
York was forced to retire. He
raifed another army, and the battle

of St. Alban's was fought in the

month of May 1455. After this

great event, the unfortunate king

was reltored to the appearance

and forms of royalty; the duke
of York and all his adherents were
declared innocent of aijy trea-

fon agamft the king ; he was rein-

ftated in the protedorate, at the

inilance of the very commons whofe
fpeaker he had imprifoned ; and up-

on a rcverfe of fortune, he was, as

y. was called, exonerated of the of-

[F\ 4 lice.
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Sice, and of all his power. It was
not neceffary to ftate, that from
the period of the batilc at St. Al-

ban's, die whole kingdom was de-

luged with blood, and involved in

confulion, by a molt cruel and fero-

cious civil war, for the courfe of
thirty years. From the very tiirefhold

of this difartrous period, the prece-

dent was taken, for the purpofe of
doing what the houfe of peers, who
defied the duke of York, declared

they would not do, preji.Jice my
lord the prince.

Upon the reading of thefe records

might he not venture to aflc the

houfe, whether feme feelings of re-

fentment and indignation did not

rife in their brealts againft thofe

who have propofed this precedent

as a pattern for their conduft, in

one of the molt important and mo-
mentous emergencies, that ever pre-

fented itfelf . to parliament, and in

which all the great energies of go-
"vernment, all the rights of the high-

eil and moH illuHrious perfons, and
tlie nrft principles of the conllitudon,

are concerned.?

Mr. Wyndham fpoke with great

ability on the fame fide, and con-

tended that the analogies which had
been drawn from the known and
eftablifhed maxims and pradlice of
the conftitution, were too clear to

be miftaken, and too forcible to be
refifted. He maintained that nothing

ihort of abfolute necefiity fhould in-

duce the houfe to '/iolate the prin-

ciples of an hereditary devolution

of the executive power ; a neceffity

which, in the prefent cafe, could

not be pretended. He ridiculed all

attempts to decide a quellion of the

nature then before them upon mere
legal dillinciions ; and urged the

propriety of attending to the con-

fequences that might follow from
the application of particular prece-

dents and maxims to the matter in

quellion, rather than to the prece-

dents and maxims themfclves.

After fome farther debate it was
moved, bjcwayof eiinendment, firfl:*

that the word " right" fliould be
left out of the refolution ; and af-

terwards that inHead of the wordg
" in fuch manner as the exigence
" of the cafe may require" the fol-

lowing fhould be inferted, " by
" prefenting an addrefs to the
" prince of Wales, heir apparent
" and of full age, befeeching him
*' to take upon himielf the admini-
" flration of the civil and military

" government of the country, dur-
" ing the indifpontion of his ma-
" jelly, and no longer." Thefe
amendments were moved by Mr.
Dempfler and Mr. Powys, and ne-

gatived without a divifion. The
third refolution being then read,

Mr. Dempiter again moved that all

the latter part, from the word " de-
" termine," fhould be left out, and

that the amendment he had before

moved {hould be inferted. The
debate upon this quellion was ad-

journed to the following day.

CHAP.
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CHAP. IV.

fhe minijier's explanation of the meofures he intended to propo/e relative /#

ihe regency. ReJ'umed debate on Mr. Dempjler^s motion. The plan of the

minijier ivarmly oppofed by lord 'North, Mr. Burke, and Mr. Fox, as tending

to u.t unnece£ary and muonftitutional affumption of pon.uer. Suhjlance of
Mr. Fox's fpeech on. that occafpn. The plan and refoUttlons defended by Mr,

Pitt ; fubftance of his fpeech. Opinion of the foUcitor general. Mr. Fox

in explanation. Pointed ckfcr'vationsfrom Mr. Sheridan. The rcfolutions

carried by a majority of 21^1 to 178, and delivered at a conference to the

lords ; referred to a committee on the Jlate of the nation. Amendment pro-

pofed in the committee by lord Raixdon ; fupported by lords Stormont, Port-

cnefer, and Loughborough. Original refolutions defended by lord Camden^

the duke of Rich?nond, and the chancellor ; fubjiance of their fpeeches.

The marquis of Lanfdonxine's approbation of the meafires cf the minijlers,

and his argument in oppojition to the claims of the prince of Wales. Amend'
ment negatifcd by 99 to 66. The refolutin?is f.nally agreed to, and the com-

mons acquainted there-ivith. Protejl by forty-eight lords. AddreJJes and
petitions font upfrom feueral counties and corporations.

Dec. 2;
EFORE we proceed

to the debate upon
the amendment moved by Mr.
Demprter, it may be neceflary to

obferve, that the chancellor of the

exchequer had informed the houfe,

that it was his intention, in cafe the

refolutions he had moved fhould be

agreed to, and meet with the con-

currence of the houfe of lords, to

propofe, that the lord high chancel-

lor fhould be impowered to put the

great feal to a commiflion for open-

ing the parliament in the ufual form,

and that as foon as a bill fhculd be
pa/Ted by both houfes for providing

for the exercife of the royal autho-

rity, under certain limitations, dur-

ing his majerty's indifpofition, an-
other commiflion fhould be fealed

for giving to fuch aft the royal af-

fent.

This projedl was oppofed upon a

great variety of grounds by lord

North, Mr. Fox, and Mr. Burke.
In the firft place it was argued, that

it was an unnecefTarv, unwarranta-
ble, and vmconltitutional alfumpdon

of power— unnecefiury, becaufe all

parties concurring unanimoufly iti

opinion that the prince of Wales
fliould be inveiled with the regency,

the proceeding by addrefs or decla-

ration was the moft fim.ple, and the

mort confonant to the practice and
conftitutional funftions of the two
houfes. If it fhould be objedled that

the prince-regent might refufe his

aflent to fuch limitations as might
be thought fit to be put upon the ex-
ercife of the royal authority in his

hands, it was anfwered, that the ar-

gument proceeds upon a luppofition

that would warrant future perma-
nent reftridions upon the executive

power. \i the heir apparent was
not fit to be entrufted as a tempo-
rary reprefentative of his father, the

fame reltricHons would be neceflary

when he came to have the executive

power as a principal and in his own
perfon. But what grounds were
there for apprehending either that

he would abufe his power, or refufe

to confent to any neceflary limita-

tion of it, v.hcn fu:h ncccfTity fliould

bic
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be made manlfeft ? Had not the

whole line of his anceftors fince the

Tcvolation, liad not even William

the third, confented to fuch limita-

tions ? But he might diirdve L:e

parliament-fc-a i'uppofition, it was

anfwercd, in the higheft degree im-

probable. The diffolution of par-

liaments was a part of the royal pre-

rogative, which had always been ex-

erciJcd with much delicacy and cau-

tion even by the fove;eign himfelf;

and it was not to be imagined that

any perfon would be fo weak and

fhort-fighted as to advife fuch a

meafure in circamftances like the

prefent, efpecially as there was not

a fingle fhilling voted for carrying

on the public fervice. Beiides, the

moderation which the prince had

manifefted throughout the whole of

this trying occafion, was a fufficient

pledge for tlie rectitude of his fu-

ture conduct, and entitled him in a

peculiar manner to the confidence

and afretftion of the houfe.

Nor were the meafures propofed

more unneceflary than unwarrant-

able and unconftitutional. The refo-

Tution began with declaring, " That
" for maintaining entire the confti-

* tutional authority of the king, it

* was necefiary they iliould deter-

"mine"—What ? why, that the re-

prefentative of the king ihould have

EO other power than the houle of

commons (hould think fit to allow

him. They were to devife means

(as if they had to eflablifh a new

conftitution, inftead of preferving

inviolate an old conftitution already

cftablifned) for altering and new
modelling an efiential part of the

Hate ; and in order to fix the form

cf a legal fanction on their proceed-

ings, they were to give a fiditious

royal aiVent, but in reality their own
sficiit, to their own ads. The glar-

ing falfliood and abfurJity of fuch 3
proceeding was treated viith much
ridicule and indignation.

It ha\ ing been urged on the other

iide that the king, in the contem-

plation of the law, being ftili in full

pofTciTion of his political capacity,

the method prepofcd for lupplying

the defed of hh prelent inability to

exercife his fundions, was the moll

agreeable that could be devifed to

tliC legal forms of the conllirution,

Mr. Fox replied, that no man could

be more dilpofedthan he was to re-

gard the forms of the conftitution,

but he held them facred only fo far

as they were the outguards and pro-

tedors of the conftitution itfelf. The
moment that they ceafed to be the

guardians, and becam.e the betray-

ers, he could no longer venerate the

forms, but muft inftantly refer to the

fubftance and efience of the conftitu-

tion. He therefore in the prefent

difcufllon felt it to be his firft duty

to enquire whether the meafures

now propofed were not in dired

hoftillty to the principles of the con-

ftitution, while by a miferable jug-

gle and fraud they pretended to be

confifteut with the forms. He did

not mean to combat the dod:rlne,

that the two houfes of parliament

were competent, by refolution or

addiefs, to fupply the prefent defi-

ciency : bin he ihould beg leave to

contend, that if they proceeded far-

ther, if they afiiimed to themfelves

powers which belonged to the le-

giflature, and proceeded to legiflate,

they would ad in dired violation of

the fpirit of the conftitution. What
was there but their own difcretiou

as a fecurity from the moft uncon-

ftitutional outrages ?

He fhould freely admit, that by
addrefting the prince cf Wales to

take upon him the exercife of royal

authority.
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aothority, they did an inforiral aft,

hut it was an adl which the neccffity

of the cafe was fuiBcieiit to juilify.

To make the chancellor put the

great feal to the piopoled commif-

fion was alfo info; ma'i. Let the two

acls be examined and compared. Do
the hrft, and the prince initantly

holds the parliament, the legifla-

ture is compleic, and the informal

aft may be ratified, if the chan-

cellor puts the great feal to whatever

bill the two honfes fhall pais for ra-

tifying their proceedings, not a flep

is gained, for the remedy itfclf is

alfo unconftitutional and inefficient.

Our propofition inllantly re-pro-

duces legiflature ; your's, a monfter

unknown to the conftitution. We
do all that necefiity requires ; you do
infinitely more. It was faid, " that

" the power which ncceffity creates,

*' necefhty alfo limits :" we do but

one informal aft, you two or more.

You proceed to chufe an inconve-

nient regent for the purpofe o^ get-

ting a convenient regent, whom we
reach at once. We proceed to li-

mit his power, if it murt be limited,

legally, when the legiflature is com-
plete : you proceed to do this, when
there exifts in fhe country no ower
that is competent to the meafurc.

You do that by a fraud and a fic-

tion, which we do conftitutionally

and legally.

All this. It had been faid, was
Very pjauf.ble; but during the life

of tlic king there was no pcrfon tliat

could have a right to aft for him.
Then why did they prefumc to con-
fer this right on the lord chancel-

lor ? « Oh," fays a learned gentle-

man, " we have a right to make the
" chancellor do what we pleafe, ard
" to aft according to our will, but
" we have no power to admit the
*' prince of Wales to aft according

" to his will." By this doftrine

they had the power to appoint them*
felves regents, but no power to ap^

point the heir apparent. Monllrous
and indecent incongruity !

But, he faid, the meafure propof-

ed was not only contrary to the fpi-

rit of the conftitution, but to a di-

reft aft of parliament. The 13th of
Charles the fecond exprebly declar-

ed, that the two houfes could not make
laws without tb.e king. But, it had
been faid, this ftatute could not ap-

ply ; for the king, though at prefent

incapable of exercifing, had ftill in

the eye of the law his political ca-

pacity entire. The throne was to

all intents and purpofes fall, and
nothing was wanting but an organ
to con\^ey the royal affent. What
then was propofed to be done ? To
appoint a perfon who fhould give
the royal aflent to bills ro be pafled ?

Indeed ! How was this peifon to

know the royal pleafure ? Was he
to go to Kew to apply to the royal

perfon, whom Providence had de-

prived of the power of aflent or dif-

fent ? Human reafon revolted froni

the ablhrdity. Was there a perma-
nent authoritative counfel to which
he could apply ? None. Could he
exercife his own will ? No : he was
deprived of all difcretion. To whom
then could he apply .•' To the two
houfes of parliament that gave him
being ; and thus we had a monfter
unknown, unheard of in ourhiftory.

We had indeed formerly two houfes

of parliament, that proceeded firft to

Icgiflate, and then to aifl. Had the

learned gentleman been then folici-

tor general inftead of (ir Oliver St.

John, he would not have felt him-
felf at any lofs how to legalize all

the proceedings of the long parlia-

ment; he would have ifliied a com-
iniffion in tlie name of the king,

affixed
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affixed the great feal to each of the

ordinances, and havin<y lb done, h^
would have exclaimed, Here are

perfed llatutes according to the hiw

!

But the king's name could r.ot be
ufcd againll the king's authority

;

and fetting up a man of llraw for

the purpofe of limiting the prero-

gative, was in fa£l and tiuth an in-

fringement and outrage of the royal

authority.

Mr. Fox then proceeded to confi-

der the precedents of the lirll of

Henry VI. and of the revolution.

On the death of Henry V. the

biftiop of Durham, lord chancellor,

delivered the great feal into the

hands of the infant king, then nine

montlis old ; and the duke of Gloii-

ceirer of his own authority deliver-

ed it into the hands of the mailer of

the rolls, by whom it was ufed. This
was rather a ftrong meafurc ; and
yet in the parliament which fucceed-

ed, although a6ts of indemnity were
paiTed for every other irregular mea-
fure, yet no &£t of indemnity was
pafled for this ; fo little doubt had
our ancell;ors of that day of the right

of the next perfon in the line of luc-

cefGon. A commiffion was then

illued under the great feal, appoint-

ing the duke of Glouceiler to the

regency, with full powers to exer-

cife the royal authority, and to ufe

his difcretion fully and freely in trull

for the minor king. By this firll

Itep the third eftate was reftored

before the two houfes took upon
tl\em fo do any one aft of legifia-

tion ; and the regent being thus

veiled with the full exerciie of the

prerogative, the parliament was
able to confirm by an aft the firll

jneafure of the ifi'uing of the com-
miffion.

From this precedent he therefore

deduced thele two important fafts

:

I. That the power was given, in

the firll inflance, to the next in fuc-

cefTion to the crown ; and in this

nomination the full abfolute autho-

rity of the fovereign was entrufted

to him. 2. That tnough afterwards

limitations were put to the duke's

exerciie of the prerogative, the li-

mitations were made in full parlia-

ment, when the duke conliituted the

third eilate, and when from each of

the bills that rcilrained his authority

he might have withholden his af~

fcnt.

Mr. Fox then obferved, that tho*

notliing cculd be more dillindl than

the powers of the two houfes taken

individually, and the power of the

three eUates in conjundlion, yet in

ali this inveiligatiou they had been

induflrioufly confounded. Moft of
the precedents on which they are

called upon to proceed, were afls of
the legiflature. He infilled, that as

they were not alegiflature, the only

precedents applicable to the prefent

queftion were fudi as related to the

proceedings of the two houfes of
parliament when deprived of the

third eilate : of this kind v/ere the

proceedings of the convention at the

revolution ; and on this fubjecl he

faid he vvilhed to be clearly uiider-

ftood. He declared, then, that the

revolution was evidently a cafe of
neceffity, arifmg from real and im-
minent danger ; the vacancy ot

the throne was occaiioned by the

flight of the king, who having en-

deavoured to fubvert the conftitu-

tion, and violated the fiindamental

laws of the kingdom, had provoked
the juH refinance of the p'.;ople, and
withdrawn hhr.felf in the tumult

out of the kingdom. Thus out-

raged and injured, threatened with

a foreign enemy in fupport of a ty-

rant, there exiilcd a neceffity in

which
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which all forms were to give way to

the fubftance and eflenca.of the con-

ftitution. They had not in that ne-

ceflitv the choice of condufl. Their

firft bounden conftitutional duty was

to prote£l themfelvcs againll the

danger which threatened, and there-

fore he aflamcd it as an uncontro-

vertible poGtion, that what tliey did

under the immediate prefiure of this

ncceflity, did not and could not ap-

ply to the prefent neceffity : but he

was ready to acknowledge, that

every proceeding of theirs which
could be referred to free agency,

and in which they were not Ihack-

led by t'ne dangers that furrounded

them, did apply to the prefent cafe.

Arguing on thefe two politions, if

it Ihould be fa'i.l that the conven-

tion overlooked the line of heredi-

tary faccefiion, his anfwer would
be, that in doing' fo they afted un-

der the preffure ofthe neceffity, well

knowing that they could only pre-

fcrve to the kingdom its libeij:ies

and confiitution, by putting the

crown into the hand of a perfon.

able to p'oteft them. Their elec-

tion of king William, therefore, he

thought an aft of pofitive ncceiTity,

which did not apply to t'lc prefent

cafe. The mode of their ele£ling

him he conlidered as an a£l of dif-

cretion, and that therefore did ap-

ply. King William, with all his

great and glorious qualities, cer-

tainly did not polfefs fuch a know-
ledge of our conftituuon, as to have
had in his mind any preference as

to the manner in which the crovvn

thould be conferred on him. His
education, chiefly military, did not

lead him much to the difcuffion of
the forms of our parliamentary pro-

ceedings ; and whether it came to

him by declaration of the two
toufes, by addrcfs, or by an act paff-

ed with the afFeftation of legal

forms, was a matter which he be-

lieved would have been indifferent

to him, and therefore he took it for

granted that the convention afted

from their own volition. And how
did the two houfcs aft ? They might
have ordered a new great feal to be
made, they might have created a
pageant, and given to themfelvcs

the empty form, without the reality

or the effence of a perfeft parlia-

ment ; they might have committed

an infulting fraud, and in the mere
mockery of legiflation have pafled

an impotent aft, conveying to king
William the crown. But, knowing
and feeling the diftinft powers pof-

fefTed by the two houfes, and pof-

fefled by the legiflature ; knowing
that the two houfes could aft only

by refolutions and addreffes, and
that the legiHature could again aft

only by bill and ftatute, the con-

vention proceeded by that courfe

which was confident with their

funftions, by addrefs.—Here was a

precedent in the revolution ajipli-

cable to the prefent cafe.

He concluded with fome obfer-

vations on the words of the refblur

tic;i. He had, he faid, in the courfe

of this difcuilion, thrown out an,

opinion, that a right attached to

the heir apparent to excrcife the

funftions of royalty, dur4ng the in-

capacity of the king, and that the

two houfes fliould recognize this

right, and put him in pofTcfTion of
it. in oppofition to this opinion,

the two houfes came to a refolution,

that they alone pofTeffed the right

of nominating to the regency ; but

at the fame time declaring the^

tliought the prince the moft proper

pcrfon to be appointed. Bowing
to their decifion, he now wilhed

them to go on, and to appoint the

prince



94] ANNUAL REGISTER, 1789.

prince regent. Inftead of this, what
was the language and fpirit of the

next refolution ? That they have no
right, that they cannot appoint him.

They mnfl: firil do what never was
done betore in the hiftory of this

country, they mufl: firll form them-
felves into a Icgiflaturc. Thus they

£rft make a declaration of a right

purely abft;-a(!:"t ; and having made
it, they flirink from the exercife of
the right they have arrogated. He
then warned the houfc againft the

adoption of fpecious pretexts, by
which, under the colour of original

principles, they were to afl'ume pow-
ers inconfiftent with the fpirit of the

conftitution. There was no way fo

certain of bringing the popular

branch of the iegiflature into po-

pular odium, as by deviating from
tJie precifc path marked out for it

in the conftitution, and ftraying

within tlie limits of the other two,

whom it was their duty to watch,

but never to invade.

Mr. Pitt replied to thefe a;-gu-

ments, and maintained that the

grounds on v/hich he had propofcd

and fupported the refolution, were
fuch as would bear it out, whether
reference was had to precedents

and pradlice, or to the principles of
the conAitution. The former, he
faid, had been produced, in the iirrt:

place, to fliew, that, in all cafes of
interruption^, or fufpenfion of the

executive government, the right of
providing a remedy was in the two
remaining branches of the Iegifla-

ture ; and, in the fecond place, that,

in infancy or infirmity of the fove-

reign, the will of the king had
always, in form of law, been made
the inftrument of fanftioning the

atSts of the executive power, by
whomfoevcr advifed or diredled. In

diis maimer, by a commiffion under

the great feal, had parliair.cnts in

fuch cafes been called together in

former times, as appeared by the

precedents, and their afts were fanc-

tioned by the royal authority, al-

though the king was incapable of

excrcifing any judgment, difcretion,

or will of his own. The prefent

parliament was more regular in

point of form, in as much as it

wanted no fuch power to call it to-

gether, being legally fummoned and

aiTembled without it. It had been

argued, that this power of putting

the great feal to a commlflion for

calling a parliament, when there

was none, was fo much confidered

as the right of the firft prince of the,

blood, in cafes of the minority of

the king, that it had not even been
thought neceflarv to grant an in-

demnity for having done it, and
confequently it muft have been con-

fidered as a legal aft. The prece-

dents of the firft part of the reign

of Henry VL fhewed that this was
a miftake ; for, a commiffion for

calling a parliament at t!-.at time

had been afterwards ratified by par-

liament; and, there v/ere other in-

ftances of fuch fubfequent ratifica-

tion, where the feal had been put

to commifiions by the firll prince of
the blood.

"V^''ith refpeft to the revolution, he
admitted that the circumftances of
that period had been fairly ftated ;

but he differed from Mr. Fox in the

application which he had made of
them, and contended, that the prin-

ciple refulting from the proceedings

ofparliament then was fuch as ought

to govern the proceedings at pre-

fent. He agreed, that what had
been done from motives of policy to

protect the nation from invafion by

a formidable rival, and to prevent

the return ofthe abdicated monarch,

ousfht
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cught to be laid afide from their

conlideration at prefent; but, the

two remaining branches cf the le-

giilature, on that occafion, had not

reftrifted thcmfelves to a fimplc ad-

drels to the prince of Orange to ac-

cept the crown ; they felt not only

tiiat they mufl: have a king, but thai

they mufi have a king on certain

terms and conditions. They did

what amounted to a legiflative ad :

they came to a refolution to lettle

the crown, not on the prince of O-

range and the heirs of his body, nor

on the princefs Mary and the heirs

of her body ; but on the prince and

princefs jointly, the authority to be

exercifed only by him. Here it was

evident that whatever the neccfilty

of the cafe required at that time, the

lords and commons polleilua the

power to provide for it, aad confe-

quently whatever the ntcelTity of

the cafe demanded at prefent, the

power belonged to the lords and

commons to fupply it.

But, although the appllcaticm of

the principle was denied, tlie form

of the proceedings was recommend-
ed as a pattern. On the other hand,

Mr. Pitt contended that the circum-

Itances of the cafe were v/idely dif-

ferent. The throne was vacant

i/jen ; but it was full now, and, there-

fore, the addrefs was not a precedent

in point of form.

With refpeft to the ftatute of the

13th of Car. II. Mr. Pitt obferved,

that it faid no more, and could ne-

ver be underllood to mean any more,

than that when there was a king,

the lords and commons could do no

legiilalive a«St of themfclves ; but it

could not polfibly mean that they

fhould not ail at all, when there was
no king to aft with ihtm. The
iame principle which juftified the

proceedings at the revolution mufl

juilify the proceeding at the prefent

period; and the ijtti of Charles II.

might as well have been alledged

againft the revolution, as oppofed

to the proceedings under their deli-

beration.

The right honourable gentleman
had argued, that as the iirll ilep ia

their proceeding, whatever modf;

might be adopted, muil necefl'arily

be informal, that moic mull, of
courfe, prove the bell which caa
fooneft do away tlie informality,

and, at the fame time, conform to

the neceffity of the cafe.—This,

Mr. Pitt remarked, brough; him to

the true grounds on which the quef-

tion was to be argued, and on which

they might fairly come to a deci-

fion. By the right honourable gen-

tleman it v«/as faid, that the prince

of Wales might be defired by an
addrefs to rv-prefent the king : he
had propofcd that the royal aHenc

Ihould be given by a commiflioQ

under the grcr.t feal. The latter

had been objefted to on this ground,

that any act done in the king'i

name, u-ithout his knowledge, was a
coarfe ficlion, a mere legal forgery,

not to be endured. If it were reaK-

iy fo, what v/as the regent to do !

Was he to act in his own naine, or

in the king's? In his own name he

could not acl without firil dethron-

ing the king, and in the king's name
he could not act \\ithout rccourfc to

this reprobated fidion. if gentle-

men who argued tiius knew their

own principles, they proved the im-

poffibility of appointing any regent.

But ttie iidion whicli had been

treated with ib much difrefped, and
tv.iltcd and diftorted into fo many
Ihapes of abfurdity, was, in fad,

fandioncd by the pradice of the

conftitution, and the forms of lavv.

A learned gentleman had truly toi<^

Uiem,
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them, it was that fidlion which go-
verned the proceedings ofthecou^t^s

of jiiilice, which pioteded their

deareft rights and properties. It

refulted from the nature of heredi-

tary monarchy—from that principle

wliich fuppofcs the fame power to

pafs inltantly in fucceffion from one

perfon to another, and that the po-

litical capacity of the king is always

entire—that principle which pre-

ferves facredand inviolable the per-

fon on the throne, and has protcdt-

ed it in the imbecility of infan-

cy, and the decrepitude of age.

Certain forms of law were evidence

of the will of the king; and wherever
they appeared could not be averred

againft. Of this nature was affixing

the great feal ; and if the chancellor

were now to put the great feal to

any aft, it could not be contradiftcd,

its legality could not be difputed

;

it mufi; be received by the courts of

juflice, and proceeded on as law.

But, the perfonal imbecility of the

king being known, and that he is

incapable of giving any command,
the -chancellor would incur fuch

perfonal danger by an aftion of that

fort, as would undoubtedly deter

any man in his fenfes from commit-

ting it. The higheft authority in

the nation was requifite for fuch an

aft : and fuch was the great coun-

cil of the nation.

The comparifon of the two me-
thods of proceeding was futiicient

to enable them to decide v/hich was

•preferable. They had already vot-

ed it to be their right and their

duty to provide for the temporary

exercife of the executive power in

fuch manner as the exigency of the

cafe might require. Having recog-

nized their own authority, would
they give authority to another per-

•fon t-o curb them in the ufe of it.'

Having declared what their right

and their doty were, could they re-

nounce any part of that right and
that duty ^

It had been obferved that the

perfon of the king could not be re-

prefented in parliament, unlefs he
pofTcfTed full parliamentary powers,

the power of affcmbling, of pro-

roguing, and of dilTolving it; and
to reconcile tlie houfe to the grant-

ing of thofe powers, it was faid

that the regent would not ufe the

power of diirolvlng the parliament.

But when powers were once given,

it was impofiible to fay how they

might be exercifed. The regent

might fill the other houfe with new
peers, while they were deliberating

whether that power fnould or fhould

not be limited. The powers to be

given him ought to be difcuffed,

while the houfe had the power of

deliberating with efFeft. With
many it was a doubt, whether very

extenfive po'&'ers ought to be giv-

en, during a Ihort regency, as they

all hoped, and wifhed it might
prove ; and, if they afted honeftly,

as their duty to the fove reign, and
regard to the public, diftated, they

would decide that firft. H they

afted otherwife, and fhould after-

wards on deliberation be of opi-

nion that all the powers of the pre-

rogative v/ere not necelfary in fuch

circumltances, where was the re-

medy, when they had given them

all ? To give any part of them
arofe from neceflity; and they went

beyond neceffity, if they gave more
than was fufficient.

It had been argued, alfo, as if the

limitations had been perpetual, and

they had been warned againlt in-

vading the prerogative, in its de-

fencelefs ftate. When the neceffity

of exerciiing the prerogative by a

J
regent



HISTORY OF EUROPE. [97

regent fhould ceafe, the limitations

would ceafe likewife. But if the

full powers were given to a regent,

that circumftance might have a per-

manent influence, during the life of
the king, to weaken the prerogative.

It would be highly improper in him
to fay who were likely to be the ad-

vifers of his royal highnefs as re-

gent ; but he would not pay fo ill or

io dilhonefl a compliment to his royal

highnefs, as to agree to give him
power as regent, which his advifers,

whoever they fiiould be, might in-

duce him 10 mifufe. Should the

houfe give the whole power, it

might be affifmed that they went
beyond the lieccITity of the cafe,

and facrificed their own rights, and
their duty to the king, to the pro-

fped of refuming what they might
not afterwards be able to refume.

Mr. Pitt was fupporteJ by the

folicitor general, who argued again ft

facrificing ancient forms, that had
the fan£lion of time and the autho-

rity of lav/ to give them validity, to

theories on the fpirit of the conili-

tution. We were not now to forget

that we had a king on the throne,

and that* that king was not incapa-

citated by law, however he might
be incapacitated in fad. The day
was not yet come when fuch a me-
lancholy matter was to undergo the

inveftigation of parliament, which
the two houfcs, without the third

branch, could not deem themfelves
to be. It would therefore be highly
illegal in the two houfes to addrefs

the prince of Wales, and give him
the powers of regent, before they
were capacitated fo to do ; nor would
he, he faid, vvilh to implicate him-
felf in the guilt of any refolution
which might ib atFcd the fovcrcign-
ty; for the king was yet a capable

Vol. XXXI.
^

man in his political charader, as the

opinion of the twelve judges tefti-

lied, by their carrying on the bufi-

nelsofthe courts every day, as if

the king was in his moll perfeft

ftate.

Much had been urged concerning
the impropriety of affixing the great
leal to acommifiion, without the di-

reiElion of the fovereign. He would
fay, that if the great feal were affix-

ed to a commiffion calling together
the two houfes of parliament, the
meeting under that commiffion would
be legal, notwithllanding it was not
the immediate order of the king,

becaafe on the face of the proceed-
ings every thing mufl be taken for

granted to be regular. The fame
obfervation would hold good v,'ith

refpcifl to any commiffion for giv-

ing the royal alTent to a bill, with-
out the perfonal confent of the
fovereign, or the regent who adled in

his ftead ; fuch alicnt, when once
given, either by commiffion or by
the royal perfon, being always con-
fidercd as binding and concluuve.

Before the quelUon was put, Mr.
Fox rofc in explanation of that part

of his fpeech which had been re-

prefented as im.plying the impoffi-

bility of the royal aifent being ever
given to an acl under the prefent

circamlhmcei. He faid, t.hat he
had never allcrted that the name of
Hhe king could not be ufed without

the will. For a perfon pofleffing

the cxercife of difcretion, and con-
fequently the power of afll-nting or
diiicnting, to ufe it might be an al-

lowable hdion ; but for a perfon

fet up by parliament to do a parti-

cular actor ails, without the liberty

ofexcrcifing difcretion, or dlflenting

if he tliought proper, to ufe it was
an extravagant hd^ion. In the one

[G] ca;e>
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cafe, there were three branches of

the leeillature, in the other there

were only two.

Mr.Sheridan concluded the debate

by putting a few pointed queltions to

the minifter. He afked, whether the

apprehenfions he entertained of the

abufe of the prei-ogative did not

arife from the recoUedlion of his

own condudl ? In impofing reftric-

tions, he faid, fome delicacy was
requifite, for every reitiiftion that

was not ncceffary, was not a limi-

tation, but an infult. Was the right

honourable gentleman in fuch halle

to impofe rellridions, bc;caufe he

feared that he could not carry the

limitations wJiich he meant to pro-

pofe, unlefs he were minifter ? Or
was he apprehenfive that parliament

or the prince would forget to do

their duty ? From fome fuch fear,

or unworthy fufpicion, his halle

mull proceed. What provifion was

made, if the prince fhould refufe to

be regent, on the right honourable

gentleman's terms r Suppoling him
not to refufe, what reafon had they

to believe he would withhold his

confent from thofe reftriftions when
regent, under which he would con-

fent to accept the truft ? Would any
one advife him to fay, I accept the.

regency under the limitations you

propofe, which I tliink are impro-

per, and which I hope parliament

will annul ?

The queftion being called for,

tlie hou^e divided ; when there ap-

peared, for the amendment, 178;
agalnft it, 251.

The original refolution was then

put and agreed to; and the three

j-efclucions were o dered to be de-

livered to the lords at a conference,

and their concurrence to be de-

fired.

The next day, upon the , -p.

return of the lords from ^

the conference, the refolutions were
read; and it was moved, that they

fliould be referred to a committee of
thewhole houfe, appointed to take int»

conftdcration the Itate of the nation,

on the Friday following. Upon this

occafion lord Loughborough ob-

jfclcd to the receiving from the

other houfc a prefcribed mode for

their conduft, as totally unprece-

dented. The commons, he remark*
cd, had not, as hitherto had been
the conftant and invariable prac-

tice, left a blank for their lordfhips

to fill up if they pleafed, but had
undertaken to decide both what was
their own and alfo what was their

lordfhips duty. He alfo objeiSted to

tiie report of the committee of pre-

cedents, as full of millatements and
inaccuracies, feveral of which he
pointed out, and exprelTed a wifh

that it might be re-committed.

Thefe objedlions were over-ruled,

and the refolutions, together Vvith

the report, ordered to be referred.

On the 26th, the firft , . -p-

r 1 • , • , 26th Dec.
reiouition being read,

lord Rawdon moved an amendment,
fimilar to that propofed by Mr.
Dempfter. He was fupported by
the lords Stormont, Portcheilcr, Car-
lille, and Loughborough. They in-

fifted principally upon the dangerous
tendency of the meafures propofed,

which they contended went in their

principle to the total deftruftion of

the conllitution : whereas the plain

and fimple method ofproceeding to

appoint a regent in the firit inllance,

either by addrefs or declaration^

would produce all the eiFeft, with-

out any of the mifchiefs of the other

mode. If the two houfes could af-

fume the funtlions, and exercife' the

prerogatives
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prerogatives of the crown in one

inftance, they might in others, and

therefore it was impofTibleto forefee

where fuch a praftice might end.

Lord Stormon: remarked, that

the ortly advantage gained by the

propofed mode was, that of giving

a legal form to tlieir proceedings

;

but when it was confidered by how
grofs and palpable a fidion the roy-

al afient was to be pretended, and
that even the royal fignature was to

be forged, it v/as hoped fuch an ar-

gument would not, except by mere
lawyers, be muchiniifled upon. He
defired their lordfhips to turn to the

debates in the year i6S8, and they

would fee the miferabie jargon in-

troduced by the lawyers cf that pe-

riod. At the tim.c of the revolution,

every diftinilion that fophiftry could

fuggefl, and ingenuity invent, v/as

dcvifed, and infifted on, to miflead

the houfc of com.nions, and con-

found their judgment; but the firfl;

men of thofe days, who, though not

great lawyers, were great ftatcimen,

fivept away the cobweb diflinftions

of profefiional reafoners at once, and
by dint of found fcnfe prevailed on
the houfe to fpeak by their aflions,

and come directly to the point, and
"declare the prince of Orange king.

He faid, the words of the amend-
ment were prccifely the fame with
thofe adopted by die convention par-

liament, when it was rcfolvcd to

addrefs the prince of Orange, with
the exception only of the reference

to the incapacity of his majefty

;

and furcly,,no one of their lordihips

would c. ntcnd, that the addrefs vot-

ed to the prince of Orange im-
plied that he pofielTcd any other
right to the throne, than that which
he derived from the votes of ihc two
hjufes.

He calkd upon noble lords to point

out the difficulties to which voting^

the addrefs would fubjed them. It

would neither invalidate the rights of
the two hqufes, recognize the claim
of the prince of AVales, though
much might be urged in fupport

of it, nor prevent their proceeding
to pafs a bill of limitation 5, if it

fliOuld be thought wife to lay the

regent under any reftridions. With
regard to the latter, the addrefs

moved by the noble lord by na
means precluded fuch a bill ; but,

to attempt to pafs it. at 'prefent,

would be indecent and unfair. Let
them fill the third ellate, declare a
regent, and eftablifli the royal autho-

rity, and then if it fhoald be thought

neceflary to reftrain its powers, com-
bat them in a manly \^'ay, when the

royal authority was capable of de-

fence, and could ad for itfelf.

Lord Portcheiler charged the three

refolutions with grofs inconfiftency.

The firft declared his majelly in-

capable of exercifmg the royal au-

tiiority, and the third fuppofed him
capable of giving the royal afTent to

a bill. He reprobated the expe-

dient autiiorized by the third refo-

lution ; and faid, that fo far from
being calculated, jis had been af-

ferted, by means of a forgery of the

great feal, to preferve the form of
the conflitut'on, and keep the royal

authority whole and entire, it tend-

ed immediately to difiblve the very

fabric of the conftitution, and to

put an end to the third cllate, by
dividing the royal authority into

four parts; one of which was to be
given to the houfe of commons,
another to the houfe of lords, and
a third to a commifTiouer or com-
miffioncrs, in order to enable them
altogether to deliver the remaining

part to a regent.

Lord Loughborough maintainc^s

[ C ] 2 with
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with great force of argument, and
knowledge of the laws and conlti-

tution, tliC right of the prii.cc of

Wales to the regency, in preference

to any other pcrfon whatever. He
grounded his doiTtrine refpefling the

right of hereditary fucceinon to the

throne, and, by analogy, the right

of hereditary fucceilion to t\vi cx-

ercife of executive power, on Mr.
Juftice Fofters treaiifc on the prin-

ciples of the ccnllitution. He was
i-eady to admit, that the right of

hereditary fucceffiDn in either cafe

was net an original vcfted right,

which belonged, in the firll; inUance,

to one of a family, and was Je-

fcendible to the heirs, in like man-
ner as defcendible property of aa

ordinary defcription; but that it was

inade hereditary for the general be-

nefit of the community, and to guard

agaiml the danger and mifchief re-

fulting from the pretenfions of a

variety of claimants on the one

hand, and the known and afcer-

tained fatal confequences of an elec-

tive crown on the other.

The firrt refolutionjhe contended,

was defignedly formed to cover a

concealed purpcfe diJTerent from

that which the words of it pro-

feiled to import. It was neither

more or lefs than a declaration, that

the office of regent was an eleftive

office^ and that the two houies of

parliament were the electors.

He concluded with remarking up-

on th'- llight difference of opinion

that fubfilted amongii; them. Some
had aflcrtedj that the prince of

Wales had an inherent right to the

regency ; others, that he poueHcd

an irrcfiilible claim; and all agreed

that he was the'only fit perfon to be

appointed regent. Being therefore

Unanimous in the main point, he

infilled that they oTght to carry

that in'.o c'Fc^t^ and not to waftc
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more time in the mode of doing what
all agreed ought to be done forth-

with.

The original refolutions were de-

fended, upon the grounds before ta-

ken, by lord Camden, the duke
of Richmond, and the lord chan-

cellor ; the former infilled much
upon the wifdom of our ancellors,

in ;hackling every regent with

council^ of regency, or fuch other

rcRritflions as (hould prevent them
from grafplng at the whole of the

royal authority. He begged, how-
ever, that his obfervations might be

confidered aa applicable folely to

the wifdom of our anceflors, and
that he concurred with them in

thinking that to be the true line of
policy. He meant not to glance at

the prefent heir apparent, who he
was fure would be the lafi: man de-

fu'ous of afllimlng powers, which the

two houfes of parliament Ihould not

think confillcnt with the fafety of
the crov/n. Such, however, was
the natural proncnefs of human na-

ture to ambition, that it behoved
the two houfes always to regard with

jealoufy every opportunity that af-

fo.-dcd the means of gratifying that

paflion, and to provide rellridlions

to clieck its progrefs. With regard

to the prince of Wales, fo amiable

had been his conduft, that it fet fuf-

picion at reft, and rendered the tafk

of limitation lefs difficult. There
was no intention, in reality, to with-

hold from his royal hlghnefs above

one or two inllances of exercifing

royal authority, and thofe, fuch

only as a due regard for the pre^

fervation of the crown on his ma-
jefty's head, and thefccuring to him
the power of refuming the cxercife

cf all his royal prerogatives, when
he fnould be reilored to health, in-

dirp3niably demanded.

The duke of Richmond purfaed

the
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the fame line of argument. He fald,

he had the highelt rcfpedl for his

royal highnefs the prince of Wales,

and had not the moft diftant

idea, were his royal highnefs de-

clared regent iiillantly and by the

means recommended in the amend-

ment, that his royal highnefs would

do anv thing imr'-oper; but, his

duty to his vm]e>\y, and the duty

they all owed to the crown, and to

themfelves, made it incumbent on

them to guard againil any pofilble

danger, and to deliver fuch a pre-

cedent to poflerity as fhould at once

mark the extreme caution with which

thev had proceeded in a cafe of fuch

infinite diliiculty, and fecure the

fafety of the conlHtution to future

ages. If, without any fuch limita-

tion or iellri£lion, the prince were

inftantly declared regent, he con-

ceived that the v.'holc perfonal pro-

perty of his majefty would come
into the hands of the prince of

Wales, and all his majeJly's fer-

vants, from the noble lords with

white ftavcs do/.n to- the lowclt

page, might be removed. Nay, the

very phyficians th:it had tJie care of

his majefty's health might be chang-

ed. All his majefty"s wealth, like-

wife, might be fcized, and pervert-

ed from the ufes to which liis ma-
jefcy might have gracioufly intend-

ed to apply it. The duke faid, that

when his majefty Ihould happily be

on hi-i recovery, the knowledge of

the alteration in the fttite of his

hcufchold, and of his perfonal pro-

perty, might have the worft poffib'e

efFei\ upon him. He was, indeed,

fure, from the Ihong marks of filial

afFeftion and tendernefs v»'hich his

royal highnefs had manifefted, dur-

ing his majelly's rnclancholy illnef?,

that every care would be exerted by
the prince ; but, he was reafonin^

on the poflibilit}' of the cafe, and it.

was the duty of their lordftiips to

guard agair.ft that abufe of power,

to which, from the infirmity of hu-

man natuie, every man was liable.

The lord chancellor contended,

that the v/ords of the amendment
were fo loofe and undefined as to

convey no dilliiid import. The
words purported to be a refolucion

of that hcufe, that an humble ad-

drefs be prefented to his royal

highnefs the prince of Wales, pray-

ing his royal highnefs to take upon
h"mfclf, as fole regent, tiie admi-
niftration of executive government.

He begged to knovv, what the lerm
regent meant ? Where was he to

find it d;fineJ ? In what law book,

or what ftatute ? He had heard of

cufiodcs re^ni, of lieutenants of the

king, 0^guardians and proteStcrs, and
of lords juj}ii.ei ; but he knew not

where to look for an explanation of
the ofiice and fundlions of a regent.

To what eiid then would it be to ad-

dref?. the prince of Wales to take up-

on himfelf an oftce, the boundaries

of vv-iiich were by no means afcer-

tained ? But the amendment at-

tempted fomething which probably

was intended as a fort of dehnition

ot the term regent, and of the rature

of a regent's clHcc, by adding the

adminiftration of executive govern-

ment. There again, however, the

exprclfion was dark ar.d cquivccal.

VVIiat was meanc by the executive

government ? Did ic mean the

whole rryal authoiity, all the fove-

roign's funflions, v\ithout rekiic-

lion or llmication of any kind what-

fnever ? If it d:d, it ought to

have faid fo in cxprcfs words ; and
if it had, would any noble lord

have confend^d, th?.t fuch a broad
degree of authority as amoijined

to the actual dethroriing of His

[Gj 3 mHJeily,
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majefty, and wrefling the fceptre

out of his hand, ought to be voted

by that houfe ? He begged their

Icd'hips conrtantly to recoUefl:, that

in rlic contemplation of law, the

poiitical characler of a king of
Great Britain was always whole and
entire ; and he defired them at the

fame time to keep in mind, tliat

the king's natural charader was in-

feparable from his political cha-

rader. It was, as Sir Matthew
. Ka!s, who had b^en mentioned in

the courfe of the debate, well ob-

fervcd, owing to tiiis having been

fomewhat loil light of, that lb

many mifchiefs had enfued to this

country.

He jullified the taking the ad-

vice of the two houles of parlia-

inent on the prefent occafion, as

the beft mode of proceeding. Of
old, when the number of privy

counfellors was not fo great as at

prefent, and v/hen it was not cuf-

tomary for his. majefty to have
thofe perfons members of his privy

council whom he never choie to

meet, in a dilemma like the pre-

fent the meafures to be adopted

for the public fafety might origi-

nate there; and others thjrc were,

who thought his majelly's cabinet

council the proper place : he difter-

ed in refpeft to both. He had
heard, indeed, of fome antiquarie?,

who were of opinion, that, upon
fome emergencies, a middle coun-

cil between the two, compofed of
thejuagesand the king's miniiiers,

ought to be formed; but, the befl

council of all, in his judgmicnt,

was the grand council of the na-

tion, the two houfes of parliament.

It was now faid, after the rights

of the two houfes to fupply the

dcfcQ. in the exercife of the royal

authority had been difcuucd and dc-
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cided, and v/hen they were called

upon to concur with the houfe of

commons in refolving upon the

means, which were to be reforted

to for that purpofe, that the two
houfes were about to exercife the

powers of executive government,

and to do an aftof legifiation. Had
minifters, of themfelves, put the

great feal to a commiffion for call-

ing the two houfes together, and
opened parliament in that way, he

was perl'uaded that the charge of

their being about to take upon

themfelves the executive govern-

ment would hav-e been thundered

in their ears ten times more loudly.

The lord chancellor fpoke of the

noble qualities ofthe prince ofWales
in terms of great praife ; but, he

faid, there might be heirs apparent,

whole lives might have afforded the

two houfes fufficient reaion for fet-

ting them afide from the regency ;

he maintained, therefore, that it

was expedient that the two houfes

fhould not abandon fuch a power,

nor, under the circumfiances of the

cafe, avoid avowing it to be their

right.

The marquis of Lanfdowne, in a

fpeech of great length, exprefiedhis

general approbation of the meafures

propofed by the minifters. In con-

Uadiftion to the dcdtrines which
had been afierttd, concerning the

two houfes of parliament, that

they were then in a convention,

he had no hefitation in declaring,

that the preient was to all intents'

and purpofes a parliament, a par-

liament regularly alTembled. The
king had alTembled them ; the

king had the undoubted autho-

rity thus to affemble them, be-

caufe the kino- was livin;j. He
pretended net to any great know-
ledge of law, but he knev/ enough

of
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of* it to be perfeftly afTiircd that,

according to the law and the

conllituticn, the throne was never

vacant j and that the king, in

no age, in no condition, either as

a minor or otherwife, was ever

confidered as incompetent to the

exercife of the royal functions.

,

The fame principle prevails in re-

gard to minors, vvJio prefent to

livings at a year old, and other

matters. It is not to be prefumed,

that thefe old principles of law are

without a meaning. Whenever
called for, they are found to have
been fuggeftcd by the deepeft v/if-

do;n, and calculated to meci: future

exigencies, whatever fuperficial

people may think, who never fore-

fee or comprehend diiSculties, till

they happen. It was of the utmoft

conlequcrce to every country, that

it fhould not, on any event, be left

without a government, pradically

as well as legally competent to

every e.'dgence. Parliament was
the natural government of 'this

country, and nothing was want-
ing to make the prefent legally as

well as praftically competent, but a

commiflion from the crown.

, He wiflied, therefore, that his

majelly's miniftcrs had come down
;'.t once with fuch a commiiTion as

the third propofition pointed out,

and that, inllead of having to dif-

culs the propriety of putting the

great feal to fuch a commiffion,
they would, in the hrii inllance,

have adled upon fuch a commifTion.
It had been obferved, that fome
rifque would have been run, if the

officer holding the great feal had, of
his own authority, affixed it to a

commiffion to hold the parliament
in the king's name. Some rifque

undoubtedly would have been run,

but great officers were created for

the execution of great and impor-
tant ads, and if they would run no
rifque and no hazard, they, had no
bufinefs in great fituations. He
could not, hov/ever, fee that any
rifque would have been run by any
man holding the great feal, who,
in the prefent critical fituation of
affairs, Ihould have alTembled the

parliament, and brought together

the colleftive wifdom of the nation

;

and, furc he was». that the two
houfes were fully equal to the ac-

quitting of any miniller, who had,

in fuch an emergency,'put the great'

feal to a commiffion, conitituting

them a parliament.

Upon the queiVion of the claims;

of the prince of Wales, his lord-

fhip was not lefs firmly decided ;

and upon principles, as we find

them ftaced, . more general than

thofe on which it had been be-
fore argued. By the principles

eitablifntd at the revolution, he
faid, the crown itfelf was declar-

ed not to be defcendable proper-

ty, like a pig-ily or a layllall, but

a defcendable truft; and therefore

he contended, that hereditary fuc-

ceffion was not to be conlidered as

a right, but a mere political expe-

dient ; and that this reafoning ob-

vioufly applied with double force to

any claim to the regency. He was
therefore anxious it (hould be not

only difculTcd but decided, that the

eyes of all mankind
^
might be

opened to the important fa£l which
mull refult from the difcuffion

and decifion, that the people had
elfential rights of their own, but

that kings and princes had no
rights whatever. He wilhed it

might be decided, for the bc^nefit of

foreign countries, that thofe who
fuftered oppreffion under govern-

ments the molt delpotic, might be

[Gj
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taught their rights as men, and

learn, that although their rights

were not, like the rights of Eng-
lifhmen, fecured by precedents and

charters, yet that their rights muil

be acknowledged, as foon as ever

they chofe to aflert them.

At half after twelve o'clock the

lioufe divided on the queltion ; when
there appeared for the amendment
66 ; Noes 99. The three refolutions

were then feverally put and voted.

-p. After a fliort debate upon
^' the report, which was

made on the 29th ofDecember, they

were finally agreed to, and a commit-
tee appointed to acquaint the com-
mons therewith at a conference.

A ftrong proteft was entered

againft agreeing to thefa refolu-

tionsj and figned by the dukes of

York and Cumberland, and forty-

fix other peers.

Thefe proceedings of the two

houfes of parliament were not be-

held with indifference by the body
of the people at large. The friends

of the minillers were aftive and

fuccefsful in procuring addreffes

from a confiderable majority of the

counties and corporations of the

kingdom, in approbation of the

meafures propofed by them : and,

on the other hand, petitions were
alfo prefented to both houfes, parti-

cularly from the counties of Nor-
thumberland and Southampton, and
from the inhabitants of the city of
Weftminfter, exprefiing the ftrongeflr

difapprobation of the propofed plan

of the regency, and of the principles

upon which it was founded.

C H A P,
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CHAP. V.

Death of the fpeaker, Mr. Corn^vall. Ekclicn of hisfaceejfor. Mr. William

V/yndham Grenville propofed by lord Euflon and Mr. PuUeney
; Jir Gilbert

Elliot, hy Mr. IVdbore Ellis atid Mr. Frederick Montagu—theformer chc-

fen by a majority ofji. Mr. Pitt communicates to the prince of fTalcs the

plan of the regency. Motion propofed by Mr. Louedenfor the re -examination,

of the king^s phyficians, previous to the covfderation of the rejiriiiions upon

the regency. Pcrfonal inueilifcs thrc-ivn cut on that cccajion. Committee,

appointed to re-examine the phyjicians. Their report taken into confderation

fan. iGth. Mr. Pitt's fpeech on that occafton\ propofes three cbjefisfor
their deliberations. \Ji. Nature of the king^s illncfs ; Anecdote relative to

the quern. zd. Principles on n.vhich ihey --were to proceed. T^d. The limi-

tations vjhich thofe principles pointed out ; viz. in the poiver cf creating

peers, of granting places or penfionsfor life, of alienating the perfonalpro~

perty of the king, refpe£li-rig the'care of the king's perfon, and the difpcfal of
the ojjices of the houfehold. Mr. Pitt mo'vesfve rejoluticnsfounded on thtfe

principles. They are firongly oppofed by Mr. Pcwjs, lord North, Mr. She-

ridan, and colonel Fullarton. Celebratedfpeech of Mr. Grewille infupporf

of the reflations ; amendment monjed hy Mr. Poivys, and negati'ved hy 227
to 154.. Second refolution, relative to the creation of peers, "voted hy a ma-
jority of z\6 to 159. Third andfourth refoliitions carried loithcut a divi-

fion. Debate on the fifth nfolution, relative to the oncers of the houjhsld,

oppofed by lord Maitland, Mr. Grey, and Mr. Fox ; amend/nent nwoed by

Mr. Bowverie, and rejected by a majority of z^. Debate on the ReJ'olutions

in the houj'e of lords. Able fpeech of the hijhop of Llandciff. ConviSi
deprived of the benefit of applying to the royal mercy. Lord Camd£7i's opi-

nion relative to the crcatiun ofpeers by act of parliament. Refolutions car-

ried by a majority of 26. Protejis figned by ^j lords, Rej'clittions ordered

to be prejhited to the prince and the queen. Their anjhxers. Debate on the

motionfor putting the great feal to a commijfionfor opining parliament. Sef~

fions opened. Motion by Mr. Pittfor leave ty bring in the regency bill. Bill

, read a firft andJ'eccnd time. Debates in the committee. Debate 071 the third

reading. Regency bill lent to the lords. Notification of the king's recovery.

Account of tranj'aciions relative to the regency in the Irijh parliament.

pj /^^ ^^^ 29tli of De- man hedefigned to propofeas 2 pro-
^' V^ cember, the Ipeaker per fuccelFor to the laie ipeakcr, he

of the houle of commons (Mr. concluded by moving, " That the

Cornwall) was feized with a dange- " right honourable William Wynd-
rous illneis, which terminated fatally " ham Grenville do take the chair,"

On the 2d of January. The hcufe The motion was i'econded by Mr.
immediately adjourned itfelf to the Pultency, wlio faid that the ric;ht

5ih, and being ailembled on that day, honourable gentleman poflefltd aa
the earl of Eullon rofe, and after a hereditary claim to the favour of the

Ihort fpeech in praifc of the gentle- houfc, as the guardian of its privi-

9 leges.
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leges, which he had fortified and

eliablillied by his judicious alteration

of his father's bill, a bill that, in

his opinion, had gone farther to-

wards fecuring the hrll and the molt

invaluable privileges of that houfe,

than any meafiire that had ever ta-

ken place in parliament. Mr. Pulte-

ney mentioiied the cuitomary ufage

of a previous diredion from the

crown, when the chair became va-

cant ; but as, under the melancholy

circumftances of the times, no fuch

form could take place, and as it was
abfolutely r.ecelfary that the chaij-

fhould be nlled, in order to enable

the houfe to proceed with the very

delicate and peculiar bufinefs before

them, which demanded difpatch, the

choice of a fpeaker immediately was

fo indifpenf^^bly requifite, that he

fuppofed no doubt could remain on

that queflion.

Mr. Welbore Ellis rofe next, and

after adverting to the unneceilary

and, as he thought, unwarrantable de-

lay which had taken place in ilipply-

ingthe deficiency of the third cllate,

and to which it was owing that they

were under the neceil^ty of taking

the informal ftep they were now en-

gaged in, he moved that the name
of fir Gilbert Elliot ihould be in-

ferted inflead of Mr. Grenville's.

This motion was fecondtd by Mr.
Frederick Montagu, who joined with

Mr. Ellis in the highelt commenda-
tions of the gentleman propofed by

them, forhis candour and conciliating

manners, his powerful eloquence,

his knowledge of the laws of his

country, and his zeal for the confti-

tution.

After a fhort addrefs from the

two candidates, of mutual preference

to each other, the houfe divided

;

when there appeared for Ivlr. Gren-

villezij, for fir Gilbert Eliiot 144.

During the interval of the fpeakr

er's ilinefs, A'Ir. Pitt communicated
to the prince of Wales the plan he

had formed for the conRitution of

the regency. This letter, togethei*.

with the obfervations of his royal

hlghnefs thereupon, will be found in

the State Papers [p. 298 Sc feq.]

and will render any further re-

marks from us on that fubjedl un-^

necellary.

Mr. Pitt havins>- ^iven r c
i an

notice that he fhould this ^ \ *

day propofe to the houfe '' ^'

the reilriclions, within which the

exercife of the regal pcv/er fhould

be granted to the regent, Mr. Love-
den, the member for Abingdon, rofe

as foon as the order of the day was
moved, and cbferved that before the

houfe proceeded to fettle the .terms

of the regency, he conceived that

they ought to know exadly where
tney were, and what the exigency of

the caie really was, the providing

for which had become the objeft of

their deliberations. No limitations

of any kind could be fuitably adopt-

ed, without having a reference to

the caufe which created the necefiiiy

for their introduction ; and there-

fore, before they went a llep farther,

in his humble judgment they ought

to know precifely what was the pre-

fent ilate of his majeliy's health,

what the degree of alteration vvhick

it had undergone fince hismajelty's

phyficians were lafl examined, and
whether the probability of his

recovery was incrcafed, or Ifefs

than it had been, at that period,

Tiiis was the more neceilary, as re-

ports had gone abroad, of a very

contradidory kind, and the autho-

rity of the diiFerent phyficians who
attended his majei^y had been made
ufe of to give fandicn to thofe re-

ports. Ke fnould therefore, he faid,

bee
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beg leave to move, " That the phy-
" ficians who have attended his ma-
" jefty fliould be again examined,
" to inform the hcufe whether any
<' aheration or amendment had ta-

" ken place in the ftate of the king's

" health, and if the prefent fymp-
** toms were fuch as to give reafoii

" to hope for liis. majefty's fpeedy
" recovery."

This motion gave rife to a warm
debate, which was managed net with

the moft perfedl temper and mode-
ration on either fide of the houfe.

Our readers will already have re-

marked, that an entire change in

the miniilerial offices of government
was confidered. as one of the imme-
diate confequences of the appoint-

ment of the prince of Wales to the

regency. As the reltriftions which

Mr. Pitt had declared his intention

of moving, could not fail to weaken
and embarrafs in a confiderable de-

gree the new adminiftration, and as

the propriety of thefe reftriclions jvas

Contended for upon a prefumption of

the fpeedy recovery of the king, the

contending parties caught with great

eagernefs at fome little difference of
opinion relative to that point, \vhich

prevailed amongft the medical gen-
tlemen who attended him. In the

courfe of the debate on Mr. Love-
den's motion, Mr. Pitt treated the

opinion of Dr. Warren, who was
Icfs fanguine in his expedations of
an immediate recovery than others,

as if it had been diftated by a par-

tiality to the rifing adminillration
;

and he infinuated, that from the

warmth with which that opinion was
taken up and defended on the other

fide, it looked as if thofe gentlemen
fpoke from their wifhes. Thefe in-

finuaticns were repelled, as being
both fcandaioufly unjull and bafely

illiberal; and in return. Dr. Willis,

who was extremely confident in his

expedations, and coni'equently the

favourite on the other fide, was re-

prefented as a tool employed to fcrve

the dcfigns of Mr. Pitt's fadion.
After much altercation on this fub-

jeft, it was agreed that a new com-
mittee fhould be appointed, and
that the phyficians fhould be re-

examined.

The committee fat till ,

the 13th, when the re- J^"* 'j'

port was brought up, and a motion
was made by Mr. Burke, and fe-

conded by Mr. Wyndham, that it

fhould bo re-committed, on account
of their not having examined into

the grounds of the different opinions

held by the phyficians refpccling

the probability of the king's reco-

very. This motion was negatived
without a divifion ; the report was
ordered to be printed, and to be ta-

ken intoconfideration in a committee
of the whole houfe on the llate of
the nation upon the Friday fol-

lowing.

On that day Mr. Pitt .
^

rofe, and after expreffmg J'""^ '

his fatisfadion at having confented

to the motion for re-examining the

phyficians, the event of which had
juilified his former opinion refpeding

the probability of his raajelty's re-

covery, he proceeded to open the

bufinefs v.hich was to be the I'ubjed

of their prefent deliberations. This,
he obferved, divided itfelf into three

diftind heads.— ift. Tne nature of
the king's illnefs.— 2dly. The prin-

ciples upon which the two houfes

were authorifed to ad on this occa-
fion.—And 3dly. The application of
thofe principles to the meafures
which he fhould propofe for reme-
dying the prefent defed in the per-

fonal exercife of the royal autho-

rity.

After
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After a very minute and laborious

enquiry, the committee appointed to

examine the king's phyficians had

colleded a body of evidence, which

contairrcd the opinions of all thofe

gentlemen, and from which the com-
mittee might colled the following

information :—That his majcfty was

by his iUnefs rendered incapable of

attending to the bufinefs of his fta-

tion; but that it was probable he

might recover, and be once more
able to refume the reins of govern-

ment. In thcfe two points, all the

phyficians were agreed; and though

no one of them could venture to fix

a time when that happy event might

be expefted, yet they were unani-

mous in declaring, that it was more

probable that a recovery would take

place, than that it would not : they

were no lefs unanimous in faying,

that though the interval between

their fn ft and their fecond examina-

tion had not produced any confidera-

ble change in his majefly's health,

no inference could be drawn from

fo lliort a fpace of time againll the

probability of a cure.

Though the phyficians were

a'rreed inthefe points, they were not

all equally fangulne in their hopes of

his majefty's recovery ; buc it was

remarkable, that fuch of them as

were leaPr ccmverfant in the diforder

with which his majeily was afflicted,

and had the leall opportur.ity of

being acquainted with the particular

cafe of the royal paiient, were the

Icail fanguinc in their hopes of re-

coverv — that thofe who, without

any great degree of experience in

the particular diiorder, yet from

their conllant attendance upon his

majelly, had a better opportunity of

being acquainted with his cafe, and

tiie Itate of his health, were more

fanguine than the former— and.

GI STER, 1789.

finally, that thofe who were mofl
converfant in complaints like thofe

of his m.ijelly, and were bcfides con-

llantly attending upon his perfon,

were the mod fanguine of all in

their hopes, that his majelly would
recover, and poflibly in a fbort

time.

In confequcnce of thcfe diffe-

rences of opinion, a difpofition had
appeared in fome members of the

committee to difcreditwhat had been
faid by the phyiicians, as if undue
influence had been ufed to make
them publilK opinions, which they

did not entertain. Tlie faft, to which

he alluded, he fhould not hefitate to

flate on account of the refpeftable

perfonage involved in it, as he was
convinced that the more her conduct

was inveftigated the more it would
redound to her honour. It was
fureiy natural, he faid, for her ma-
jefty to wilh that the people, to

w horn flie knew the king was lb dear,

ihould be made acquainted with any,

even the leaft, alteration for the bet-

ter in his health : accordingly, think-

ing that fuch an alteration had taken

place one day, as would juilify a

more favourable account than the

phyficians had figned, flie exprefied

a defire that it might be io changed
as to contain vvhat fne conceived to

be the exact ilate of the cafe.

Having explained this iranfaflion,

Mr. Pitt proceeded to confider the

principles on which they were au-

thorifed to aft in providing for the

deficiency in the executive govern-

ment. ] t had been determined, that

the right to provide for fuch defici-

ency devolved on the two houfes of
parliament; but there was abundant
reafon to hope that the occafion

would be temporary and fhort.

What they had to provide for, there-

fore, was no more than an interval,

and
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and he flattered himfelf that it would
prove but a (hort interval. If,

however, unfortunately, his ma-
jefty's illncfs {hould be protrafted,

they might leave it to parliament to

do what at prefent was clearly un-

neceflary ; to confider of a more per-

manent plan of government. They
were to provide only for the prefent

neceflity, and not to exceed it ; they

were alfo to provide againft any

embarraffment in the refumption of

the roya! authority, whenever Gcd,
in his providence, fliall enable the

rightful holder again to excrcife it.

They were therefore to grant fuch

powers, and none others, as were
requifitc to carry en the govern-

ment of the country with energy

and etfed.

Upon thefe principles he fliould

propofe to in veil the prince of
Wales with the whole royal autho-

rity, to be exercifed in the name
and on the behalf of the king, fub-

jeft to fuch limitations and rellric-

tions only ab (liould be provided.

He obferved, that in x.\\t fuccejjion ad
of queen Ann, and in the regency aSls

of George the fecond and George
the third, the exercife of all the royal

prerogatives were granted in a fuller

manner than he intended to pro-

pofe : but on the other nand the re-

gent, in all tkofe cai'es was fettered

with a council, the confetit of a ma-
jority of which was necelfary to au-

thorize his acts.—Cnder the preient

circumftances he thought it more
advifeable to leave the regent en-

tirely free in the choice of his poli-

tical ferv.ints; but at the funic time

this required lome limitation oJ ihe

Bulhority with wlilcli he was to be

invelkd.

The firil reftri(!iicn he meant to

propofe VV.1S, that the authority of

the regent ihoold not e.xtenJ to the

creating any peer, except fuch of
the royal iffue as Ihould attain the

age of twenty-one. There were
three grounds, he conceived, upon
v/hich this branch of the prerogative

was i.itrufced by the conftitution to

the crown, none of which were ap-
plicable to the prefent cafe. Firll,

it was defigned to enable the king
to counteract the defigns of anv fac-

tious cabal in the houfe of lords,

v.hich might have acquired a pre-

dominant influence in their delibe-

rations. But was it at all probable

that the government of his roy;;l

highncfs (hould be obftruiled by
any fuch cabal ? He, for one, was
ready to declare that he fliculd give

no oppofition to any adminiilratioii

the regent Ihould chufe to form, (o

long as their meafureswere compa-
tible with the profperity of the

kingdom. On the other hand, he
faid, fuch a number of peers migiu
be created, as would confiderably

embarrafs his majelly's government
on the event of his being reflored to

health. Secondly, This power was
veiled in the crown, to enable the

lovereign to reward eminent me-
rit, and thereby to invite others to

the fame laudable exertions in the

public fervice. Bat was it, he faid.

to be fuppofcd that for want of fuch
an incentive for a fev,- months, the

country v.-as likely to be deprived of
the lervice of men of merit. If iii'j

majelly recovered, a; they all hoped,

and had reafon to expe£t he would,

the power of creating peers might
be exercifed by the rightful holder

of the prerogative; but if, unfor-

tunately, liis majeity Ihculd grow
worfc, and be pronounced not Ukrly

to recover for a long time, pai li.i-

ment woold have it in its power to

lake off the r^fllridion, and veil the

regent with a power, vvliich though

ItOt
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not at prefent, he was ready to ad-

mit, might in time become neceflary

to the can ying on of a powerful go-

vernment. Thirdly.This power was

defigned to provide for the fluflu-

fition of wealth and property in the

country, thatbyraifing men of great

landed intereft to the peerage, that

branch ofthe legiflatureihould be al-

ways placed upon its true and proper

bafis. But furely it would not be con-

tended, that it was neceffary to pro-

vide in a temporary plan for exigen-

cies, which could only arife from the

lapfe of confiderable periods of time.

For all thefe reafons taken together

he ftiould therefore propofe that the

regent fliould be reftrained from the

exercife ci this part of the prero-

gative of the crown.

The next reftridion he fhould pro-

pofe was, that the regent Ihould not

grant any penfion or place for life,

or in re verfion, other than fuch place

ias is, from its nature, to be held for

life, or during good behaviour.

This reftritfion, he faid, flowed from

the fame principle which fupported

the former; it would prevent his

majefty from being put on a worfe

footing, (hould he recover, than he

was before his illnefs ; and it could

not be faid, that the power reftrain-

ed by this limitation was necefl'ary

to a regent.

The next was, to reftrain the re-

gent from exercifing any power over

the perfonal property of the king.

Mr. Pitt on this occaficn obferved,

that he fcarcely thought it necefiary

to pafs this refoluiion, as it was not

probable that his royal highnefs

fhould interfere with his m?.jefty's

perfonal property in his life-time

;

but as they were ading upon par-

liamentary principles, he thought

it his duty to fubmit it to the com-

mittee.

The laft refolution would be for

entrulting the care of the royal

perfon, during his majefty's illnels,

where of courfe all men would be

unanimous in agreeing that the royal

perfon ought to b." placed, in tiie

guardianfhip of the queen; and with

this truil his intention was, to pro-

pofe "to put the whole of his majelly'g

houQiold under her authority, in-

veiling her with full powers to dif-

mifs and appoint, as fhe Ihould think

proper. Without being invelted

with this control, he imagined that

the queen could not difcharge the

important trull committed to her

care. Thefe officers were, for the

moit part, in adlual attendance upon

his majefty's perfon, and he did not

fee how they could be put under the

control of the regent, while the care

of his majefty, upon whom they

were to attend, was trufted to ano-

ther perfon.

The lords of the bed-chamber,

indeed, might not be thought necef-

fary now, when their attendance

could not be required; but, on the

other hand, a generous and liberal

nation would not have it faid, that

in the moment of the king's illnefs

they had grown fo very oeconomi-

cal, that they would noi bear the ex-

pence of fupporting, till his reco-

very, thofe oiiicers who formed part

of his majefty's royal ftate : it would

be no pleafant thing to his majefty

to be told, ftiould he, on his reco-

very, call lor fomeone of thofe lords

who uftd to be about his perfon,

that they had been difmifted, that

the nation might fave the expence

attending their oftices.

Laftly, he fhould propofe, that a

council Ihould be named lo afuft the

queen with their advice, whenever

fhe {hould require it: but who iliould

not have any power of control, but

8 barely
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never been fccn in the country be-
fore, the exercife of the royal power,

without the prerogatives, which the

confticution had rendered infepara-

blc from the royal authority.

In the regency afts of former
reigns, the royal authority had been
preferved entire, and a council had
been appointed for the regent—no
fuch council was to be appointed in

the prefent inilance, and this was
given as a reafon for the reilridtions

propofed—but on vvkat grounds v/as

this diitruft of the Prince of Wales
founded? was it becaufe he liad

quietly waited for parliament to

fettle the government without an
attempt to embarrafs their delibera-

tions, by prelTing upon them any
claim whatever on his part to a Ihare

in that government? Was it becaufe

princes were naturally fond of
power, and did not like to relinquifti

it, after having once obtained it ?

But was that backwardnefs to reiign

pov/er, confined to princes ? Or was
it not to be found in thofe, wlio to

fecure their return to it, would llrip

the crown of its inalienable preroga-
tives, and trample upon the conlti-

tution ? With refpedl to patent

places, he cor,f:dered.them as part

of the public fund, fet apart for the

reward of virtue, and of merit ; and
therefore he was of opinion that

they could not be withheld from the

regent, without a manifclt injury to

the public, and without thedeliruc-

tion of one great incentive to meri-
torious deeds.

The idea of withholding from the

regent the nomination of the dilfi;r-

rent offices in the houfeholJ, and
granting it to the queen, was to re-

iufe to a refpdnfible, and grant it to

an'inefponfiblc perfon. Mr. Powys
faid, he had fuccdsfully wiiliilood,

under thfr aufpices of the right

honouiable

barely that of giving advice, and of

fatisfying themfelves daily of the

ftate of the king's health: and that

they, or fome others, fliould be ap-

pointed to manage the real and per-

fonal eftate of the king, with this

restriction, not to alienate, or to dif-

pofe of any part of it,^ except by
leafe.

Mr. Pitt concluded by moving
the firll of the five refolutions, whicn

the reader will find among the State

Papers [p. 302]. "Thefe refolutions

were fi;rongly oppofcd both in the

committee and on the report. Mr.
Powys began by obferving, that he

fliould oppofe the refolutions opened

by the right honourable gentleman,

and the monftrous fyftem to be built

upon them, as tending to mutilate

and difmember the conftitutional

authority of the crov/n. They had
voted a refolution, that it was their

duty to prcferve the royal authority

entire. What vv'cre they now called

upon to perform ? todilTolve, fepa-

rate, and parcel out v/hat they haa

folemnly refolvcd to prcferve whole

and entire. To ftrip the executive

government of any of its legal pre-

rogatives, would be to overturn the

conftitution, for the prefervation of
v/hich, and the benefit of the people,

thefe prerogatives were originally

annexed to the crown. He ccnfi-

dered the prerogative in particular,

of bellowing peerages, as an integral

part of the royal authority ; it was a

fliield which the conftitution had
from its earliell days provided for

its own defence and prefervation;

and which could not be wrefted from
the crown without bringing deltruc-

tion upon the conllitution. It was
referved for the prefent minifier to

innovate upon the C(^nfiitution, and
to exhibit a fi^ltt, whicn, from the

fouiidauon of the monarchy, had
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honourable gentleman, tlie forma-

tion of what he conceived to be a

fourth eilate in the country. It was

remarkable, indeed, ih.u the riglit

honourable gentleman fhould new
be himfelf the propofcr uf a fourth

cP.ate: the queen, without being re-

fponlible to parliament, or the laws,

would be in a fituation, under the

right honourable gentleman's regu-

lation, in which (he could ii.fiuence

the voles of a very greai number of

members of both houfes of parlia-

ment, who ufually have places in the

houfiiold. If the nomination of

lords and grooms of the bed-cham-

ber was to be withheld from the re-

gent, becaufe it was dangerous to

trufl him with it, the remedy was

inadequate to the difeafe: for the

army and navy could not be very

harmlefs engines in the hands of a

man, to whom it would not be fafe

10 trull the nomlnadon of lords and
grooms of the bed-chamber.

The right honorable gentleman

feemed to wifh to preferve concord

and harmony in the country ; but it

looked as if his real wifli was to de-

ftfoy the domelHc happincfs of the

royal family, to arm th'* tnother

againfl the fen, and the fon again ft

the mother, and by making a palfied

and impotent government, render

liii own return to power a matter of

neceflity. Bat fuch a government

would be a curfe to any country, and

therefore the forn)atlon of it ouglit

to b • refilled by all who wilhed well

to this. In oppcfing it, he wculd

take for his guide the ad of the 5 th

of the prefent reign, for fettling a

regency, in cafe the crown (hould

deicend to any of the iffuc of his

prefent majcfty, before they had

attained the age of 18. The pre-

amble to that ad flated, " that for

the purpofs of prcfcrving the lultre
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and fplendor of the crown entire, be
it enaded, i;c." and then it went

on to appoint a regent, and a coun-

cil to affift him. lie intended to

move an amendment to the refolu-

tiou then before the committee, and

he would borrow from the above

ftalute thofe very words, which he

thought ib very expreffive, that he

could find none that were better cal-

culated to convey his meaning.

He concluded by moving, that

the original refolution, from the firll

word, be left out, and the following

words inferted in its itead—" that

for the purpofe of preferving the

luftic and fplendor of the crown
entire, his royal highnefs the prince

ofWales be empowered to take upon

him the ftyle and title of regent of

the realm, and to exercife all the

prerogatives and powers of the

crown, which, by the adl of the 5 th

of his majefty, the council and re-

gent were empowered to exercife, in

cafe the crown had defcended to any
of his majefty's iffue, under the a^e
ofiS, &c."
The amendment was feconded by

lord North, who concurred with

Mr. Powys in confiderlng the fyf-

tem propoled a« a dangerous inno-

vation upon the conftitution, and mi-
litating againrt one ofits fundamen-
tal maxims—that the king never

dies. It diredtly introduced that

interregnum, that ceffation of im-
perial power, againfl: which the con-

ftitution had fo wifely and cauiioufly

guarded. The prerogatives of the

crown, he argued, were trufts for

the public, and confequently not one
of them could ceafe without public

injury. They were alfo fuppofed to

be ncceffary for the fupport of the

eftablifned government ; and there-

fore the more neceffary to a re-

gency, which was niiturally and un-

avoidably
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avoidably weaker than the govern-

ment of a king.

Having argued thefe general to-

pics with great ingenuity, he pro-

ceeded to confider the limitations

thenifelves. With refped to the

power of creating peers, he qbferv-

ed, that the houfe ought tote very

cautious how they fufFered a bill

fufpending for an unlimited time

this branch of the royal authority to

pafs their hands. It had been faid

that a time might come when it

would be proper to re-confider the

whole bufinefs, and then, if his ma-
jelly's recovery Ihould appear Jefs

probable, they might leflen or en-

tirely remove the reftridions now im-

pofed on the regent. But were they

fure that they (liould be able to take

off the reftridlion then under confi-

deration ? It could not be done

without the concurrence of the lords.

Limitations of the peerage had been

always and with reafon confidered

as tending to aggrandize indivi-

dually the members of that body;

and therefore it was not likely that

they would be very ready to con-

fent to the removal of it. A cir-

cumftance happened at the dole of

the reign of George I, which would
throw fome light upon this. The
king at that time, ic was thought,

could not live long, and his minilL-rs

were known not to ftand very high in

the opinion of the prince of V\'ales

;

they were known to have a ftrong

and predominant party in the hcule

ol lords ; for the purpofe, therefore,

of fecuring themfelves from the

mortification of bsing removed from
their places, they caufed a bill to be
introduced into the houfe of lords

ior limiting the number of peerages
to that *vhich at the time exifted :

the lords faw that fuch a limitation

would neceffarily raiie their indi-

VoL. XXXI.

vidual confequence, and therefore

both fides of their houfe joined in

carrying it through : it was fent

down to the commons, and there it

was received with the indignation

it deferved, and was rejected by a
majority of 265. Thiscircumftance

fhould make gentlemen fee the ne-

ceiTity, if a reltriiflion upon this

branch of the prerogative lliould be
thought proper, that the term of its

duration Ihould be afcertained; and
that, unlefs renewed, the reftrl£tion

fhould, at the expiration of that

term, be of itfelf diflblved, oflier-

wife they might poffibly not find the

lords as ready to give it up, as they

might be to confent to it.

The reftriclion refpedling the no-

mination of the lords of the bed-

chamber, and other officers of the

houfhold, he viewed in a very feri-

ous light. A perfon with the com-
mand of fo great a fund as the civil

lift, muft certainly have an influence,

which exercifed by one who was not

refponfible, might be of very great

prejudice to the government; the

patronage of the houfhold was im-
menfe, and could not, with fafety to

the date, be feparated from the exe-

cutive ofHcers of the crown, who
were refponfible for all their afts.

The pages and grooms of the

chamber, might be left under the

control of the queen ; but the lords

of the bed-chamber, v/ho were part

of the king's public ftate, and who
were never in waiting but on public

occafions, who were in rea.ity poli-

tical fervants of his majefty, and
who had proved to be fo on a recent

occalion, ought undoubtedly to be
under the control of the executive

government.
The right honourable gentleman

had afTured them, that the patron-

age to bcwilhholden from the regent

[//] uiidtr
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under this refolution would not be

abufed, and had defired that -his

profefllon, that he would not take

part in any fadious oppofition to

the government of the regency,

might be ccnfidered as a fuJHcient

fecurity. That the exalted perfon-

age, in whofe hands this enormous
patronage was to be nominally

lodged, would not abule it, lord

North declared, that he was wil-

ling to believe ; bat, when he con-

iidered, that there was to be a

council to advife her majelly, he
was not quite fure that the advice

given would always be pure, and
free from the Influence of a fpirit

of factious oppofition. At all events,

it was not parliamentary to rely on
the profeffions of an individual.

When a great public meafure was
under confideration, they were to

govern themfelves by public prin-

ciples, and not by perfonal con-

iidence.

He concluded with declaring,

that he fhould tremble for his

country, if the refolutions were
adopted ; that if the houfe thought

that any advantage could repay the

violation of the conllitution, and
afted tfpbn that principle, that

principle would prove its ruin. He
wiihed it not to be faid, that for

/ear the regent fliould change the

rainiftry, they were willing to

ehange the conftitution. He, pro-

bably, (hould not live to fee the

fatal effedts which might follow;

but there were gentlemen fitting

there, who might one day repent,

that by their vote that night they

had brought on the ruin of the

conftitution.

Mr. Sheridan followed on the

farne fide with lord Nortli ; and
after repelling fbms infmuations

which had been thrown eut airainfl

the party fuppofed to pofTefs the

good opinion of the prince, he at-

tacked, with fuccefsful ridicule, that

part of Mr. Pitt's plan which put

the patronage of the king's houf-

hold into the hands of the queen, or

in other words, he faid, into his

own. He afked, if gentlemen vvera

aware, that by fo doing they were
about to give nearly the third part

of the patronage of the crown into

the hands of the oppofition ; for,

notwithllanding the declaration of<

the right honourable gentleman, he

was inclined to expeft one from the

recollettion of his having made pre-

cifely the fame profeflions of mo-
deration, when he flood in the fame
predicament a few years back. It

would be, he obferved, a novel fight

to fee a popular leader of oppofition,

with a guard of court fcullions, and
the furly patriot, attended by th«

laced liveries of the royal pages.

He reprefented the ex-miniller as

coming down to the houfe in flate,

with the cap of liberty on the end
of a white wand, a retinue of black

and white flicks attending him, and
a guard of beef-eaters marfhalled

by the lord fleward, the lord cham-
berlain, and the mafter of horfe,

clearing his way through the lobby.

They had been told, that the re-

moval of the king's houfliold would
hurt his majefty's feelings ; but

would they not give him credit for

thofe feelings which dignify evea

his ftation ? The regent and his

miniiers were allowed to exer-

cife the moft important privileges

of royalty ; and was it to be fup-

pofed that the king would be more
lltocked to find his noufhold fervants

changed, than that, perhaps, the

conftitution of his country was al-

tered, or part of his dominions

ceded to foreign potentate?, or any
other
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ing them pcrfonally, tliey fhould be
exercifed in truft for him : if that

was the meaning of the right ho-

nourable gentleman's expreffions,

no perfon could be more ready to

admit that doctrine than he was.

But, if it was meant, that the

powers and authorities of executive

government might remain dormant,

unemployed, unprodudlive to th^

public fervice, as long as the king
was incapacitated from the perfon*

al excrcife of them, it was a mon-
ftrous and abfard dodbine. Would
any man who pretended to the

flighteft refpect for the ccnrdtutioa

venture to declare, that the powers
and authorities of government were
to be confidered as the mere pro-

perty of the fovereign i* That they

were to be confidered like the ftore,

or the wardrobe, or the privy-purfe,

as things meant for the perfonal

ufe, plejfure, and convenience of
the fovereign, and that when he is

incapable of ufmg them perfonally,

they need not be ufed at all ? Did
gentlemen recoiled that the powers
of the crown were veiled in the
king, not for the perfonal benefit

of the king, but for the benefit of
the ftate ? That there were duties

and obligations mutually to be per-
formed between the fovereign and
the fubjeft, duties of an awful mag-
nitude, involving the welfare and
happinefs of the people ? How then
could the right honourable gentle-

man maintain, that thefe duties ar.d

obligations, in contemplation of
law, could polTibly remain entire,

in the perfon of the king, during
his incapacity, any otherwife than
tins, that when the king was inca-
pacitated from the perfonal x:xt:r-

ciie of them, they muft be per-

formed in trull for him ; that fome
perfon or perfons, either by devo-

[H] z lutlon

other elTential calamity and dlf-

grace entailed upon his empire ?

When therefore it fhould pleafe

God to reftore our fovereign to the

ufe of his faculties, and he fhould

enquire as a parent, how -thofe mi-

nilters in whom he trufted had treat-

ed his fon ; was he to be fatisfied,

with hearing that his mafter of the

horfe was fafe ? Should he, as a fo-

vereign, aflc who headed our armies

or conduced our fleets ; was he to

be informed that his fcullions were
marlhalled by the fame chiefs as for-

merly ? or, if he was anxious of the

ftate of his civil lill revenue ; was he
to be made eafy with being alTured,

that the Hate of his court calendar

had been preferved entire ? He con-

cluded with dechiing, that he had
no doubt, but when it Ihould be

ijcnown by the public, that the mo-
tive for impofmg fuch rcilrii'^ions

was no other than bccaufe the prince

was going to take into his fervice a
different let of men from thofe now
in office, they would defpife anS
deteft the cunning and the craft

from whence fo wretched a pro-

ceeding had originated.

Colonel Fullarton concluded the

debate with an able and animated
fpeech,—He firfl adverted to a pofi-

tion on which much flrefs had r.een

laid, namely, that in contemplation

of law, the political capacity of the

king continued perfeft, and could

neither fuffer diminution nor dcfcfi:.

If by this technical phrafeology

was meant, that all the powers and
authorities of executive government
remained entire in the perfon of
the king during his incapacity, in

fuch a way, that he fliould of right

•xercife the fame as foon and as

Jong as he was capable of exercif-

ing them perfonally ; and that, while

he Ihould no: be capable of cxerclf-
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lUllon or appointment, miift per-

form the duties of the royal Na-

tion, and exercife the funftions of

authority in truft for the king,

during his incapacity ; unlefs the

commiuee were prepared to de-

clare the kingly power eicher totally

or in part ufelci's ?

Having argued for lome time on

thcfc and other topics, Mr. Fulhir-

ton concluded with reciiing a part

of the hirtory of France, which

bore fo ibong a fimilitude, in fome
of its circumllances, to the fitua-

tion they wee in, that feme of the

members were in doubt whether it

was a real flory or invented for the

purpofe.

In the reign of Charles the fixth

the government of that country be-

ing interrupted by the incapacity of

the monarch, the then prime mi-

nifler, countenanced by the queen,

Ifabeau de Baviere, and I'upported

by a ftrong faction, laid a plot for

the purpofe of aftVonting the heir

apparent (afterwards Charles the

Vidorious) and continuing them-

felves in power. This minifter's

name was Mervi'.liers ; he had com-
menced his career in the profef-

iion of the law, but quickly found

a nearer road to advancement In

the intrigues of politics. The pro-

ject above ftated they abfolutely

accomplifhed by means of a cor-

rupt majority of the parliament of
Paris—nay, they had even the cun-

ning to procure sn addrefs of thanks

from the mayor, aldermen, and cor-

|)oration of that city.

What was the confequence of this

meafure ? The nation was involved

in all the iniferies of a weak and
difunited government, defpifed and
difmcmbered by its enemies, till the

fpirit and virtue of Charles the Vic-

torious, by fijft conquering his do-

meflic foes, enabled him to defeat

his lefs dangerous enemies, and re-

ftore the crown of France to its wont-

ed fplendour and dignity. " And,
now," fald Mr. Fullarton, « I will

defy the right honourable gentle-

man to produce a hnglc inllance,

in the hiftory of England, in the

hillory of F'rance, in the hillory of

Spain, or in the hiltory of any other

country, with whole hillory we are

acquainted at all, where the ella-

blilhed legal powers of executive

government were maimed, mutilat-

ed, and relb-ained, without produc-

ing inefficiency, counteraction, ca-

lamity, and difgrace."

On the other fide of the houfe,

the refolu.ions were fupperted by
the fpeaker, Mr. Grenville, in a

fpeech which arrelted the attentioa

of the committee for near three

hours. He began with taking a

view of the iieps that had already

been taken for the purpofe of afcer-

talning the nature of their fituation,

and the rights and duties apper-

taining to it. This led to coniider

the validity of a pofition maintain-

ed by perluns in both houfes, " that

although the two houfes of par-

liament conllitt;te the only power
competent to a*ft on this occa-

sion, yet that they can lawfully

proceed no farther than to call

feme perfon to the exercife of
the royal authority ; and that

whatever other provifions the

exifling circumftances may re-

quire, mult be- made hereafter

with the confent of fuch perfon

then reprefenting the fovercign,

and exercifing, at his own difcre-

tion, the legiilative functions of

the crown."

In fupport of this propofition, the

ftatute of the I3tn of Charles the

fecond, cap. i. had been quoted :

but
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but that this ftatute was not; ap-

plicable to the prcfcnt circumllanccs

was evident, he fald, from hence,

that it would apply equally to every

flep that could be taken ; and the

only inference tliac could be drawn
from it would be, that we were now
in a fituation for which no legal

remedy could by any poflibility be

provided. The neceflity of the cafe

was, therefore, to fuperfede all law.

After difculfing this quellion up-

on various grounds, he proceeded
to confider the cafes of the rellora-

tion and the revolution; and endea-

voured, with great ingenuity and
acutenefs, by diflinguifhing the

points in wh'ch they agreed from
thofe in which they difagreed from
the prefent circumftances, to jultify

the mode of proceeding adopted by
his right honourable friend.

Having gone over this prelimi-

nary matter, and further prcmiled,
' that the more ftrongly we recognize

the right of inheritance to the crown
in the event of a demife, the more
elTential ic becomes to guard, with

the utmolt jcaloufy, againil the ad-

miflion of any principle which leads

to the aflertion of fuch a right when
there is no demife, and againfl: the

adoption of any meafure which might
afford the means of fupcrfedlng the

king's authority during his life, un-

der the name and influence of that

peffon on whom his crown would, in

the courfe of nature, legally devolve.

He next laid down the principle

upon which he conceived the pro-

priety of limiting the powers of the

regent was grounded ; this was,
that at the fame time that a form
of governm;:nt fhould be elbblilh-
ed, capable of conduding the pub-
lic bufmefs with energy and eifeft,

complete and ample lecurity fnould
be provided for enabling his ma-
jefty to realfume the exercife of his

ajatliority fully, freely, and whhout

embarraffment. On this ground
our anceftors aded in the cafe of
every regency which has hitherto

cxided in this country, as far as we
can trace them with any degree of

accuracy, either in the records of
parliament, or in the annals of our
hiftory. For, if we except the two
inftances of Richard the third, and
of the protestor Somerfet (which
are both fuch evident ufurpations

that no flrefs can be laid upon them)

it will be found, that during the

courfe of many centuries, no fubjeft

in thei'e realms, however nearly

allied to the perfon of the king,

has been pejmittcd, in any cafe of
infancy or difability, to exercife

the whole prerogative and autho-

rity of the crown. The mode of
rellridion ha^, indeed, for the mofl

part, been different from that which
is now propofed, but the principle has

been the Tame. The whole powers of

the crown have, for the moll part,

been called into ad Lm, but they have

not been given to any one fubjod :

they have been divided among a va-

riety of perfons, differing in rank,

fituation, and defcription, and whofe

jarring intereffs have been thought

to afford the beft fecurity, that ttiey

would not concur in meafures pre-

judicial to the authority of the fo-

vereign. Conformable to this prin-

ciple, are the regency ads of

George the fecond and George the

third, in which a permanent coun-

cil is eitabliOied. That in the pre-

fent cafe, the eflablifhment of fuch

a form as is there provided, would

have been produdive of infinite mif-

chief, without being compenfated by

any one real advantage, appears

to be the general opinion of men
both within and without thofe doors.

All are agreed, that the government

of thefe kingdoms fhould, during

this unhappy interval, be commit-

ted to the adminillration of one

[JI] 3
perfon.
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perfon, and that it is extremely

defirable that this perfon fhould

be his royal highnefs the prince of
Wales. But if by general confent

we depart in this refpe.51 from the

practice of our anceftors, it furely

cannot be reafonable to ar^ue,, that

we are, therefore, bound to adhere

to it in another point fo intimately

connected with the former. It can-

not be a jull conclufion to fay, that

becaufe they committed the whole
authority of a king into the hands

of a regent, controlled and fettered

by a fixed and permanent council.

It is proper for us to delegate the

fame po'.^er to a iingle perfon, un-

reftrained by any fimilar check. It

feems, on the contrary, that the

more widely we depart from one

line of limitation and reltraint. tlie

more we are bound to lock to fome
other mode of carrying the fame
purpofe into efFeft.

He next cbferved, that it is by
no means a juft ccnclufion, either

from the theory or practice of the

Britifh confHtution, or fiom any ge-
neral principles of government, that

the fame powers which may be
entrufted with propriety to the

permanent authority of a king,

are equally fit to be committed
to thofe hands which are to exer-

cife the temporary and delegated

funftions of a regent. TJie pro-

vifions which refpecl the preroga-

tives of the crown in this country,

are adapted to the ordinary courfe

of an eftahlifhed government, and
are calculated for along continu-

ance. Becaufe if par'iament were
in the conTcant habit of regulating

and directing the exercife of the

prerogatives of the crown, thofe

prerogatives would in lacl become
the prerogatives, not of the crown,
but of parliament itfelf. It is there-

ibre mii and prudent that in ap-

portioning thefe, a due confidera-

tion fhould be had, not of the ne-

ceffities which e.xift at any one pre-

cife moment, but of thofe which

may be likely to arife within a

confiderable compafs of time. But

in the eltablifhment of a regency

the cafe is direftly the reverfe. We
are to look not to the general exi-

gencies of government, but to thofe

occafions which may probably ex-

ift during the period for which the

fyftem fo provided is intended to

continue. And as, for this |-eafon,

there may frequently be much lefs

ground to juilify the grant of par-

ticular povvtrs ; fo, on the other

hand, there will almoft always in

fuch a cafe be infinitely more temp-

tation to abufe them. The perma-

nent intereil of a fovereign will

frequently operate as a reftriint on

him, in thofe very points where

the pofleffor of a temporary au-

thority, however near to the crown

in proiped or expedation, will feel

himfelf mofc defirous, and will moft

ftrongly be urged by others, to ex-

ceed the limits of a jult and found

difcretion.

The propriety of the particular

reftraining refolulions came next

under his confideration. With re-

fpedt to the refolurion which reitrains

the power of creating peers, it met

with his entire approbation, and that

on tv.o feparate grbunds. Firft, be-

caufe he was clear, that during the

Ihort period for which they were

providing, no inconvenience what-

ever could refult from it : that there

v\as, for this reafon, no neceflity for

delegating this power to any other

hands; and that, therefore, accord-

ing to the principle en which lie

had before enlarged, they had no

right to confer it on the regent.

But, he added, there is. In the fe-

cond place, a more important con-

iideraiion
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fideration which applies to this fub-

jeil. Of all the powers ©f the

crown this is the mod liable to be

ahufed under a delegated and tem-

porary government; and it is alfo

that from the abufe of which the

moll: injurious confequences would

arife to the permanent interell of

the fovereign. Tlie power to create,

at difcretion, a lalting influence on

the deliberations of one of the

branches of the legiflature, is a pre-

rogative of fo high a nature, that

nothing but a ilrong necelfity would

juftify that principle of the conftitu-

tion, which has placed it in the

hands of the fovereign himfelf. As
exercifed by him, it is, however,

fubjeft to tliis reHraint, that the mif-

chiefs attendant on its abufe ope-

rate again ft the peace and fecurity

of that government, of which the

king is not only in aftual poflefficn,

but which he is to retain for the

whole period of his life, and which

he can have no intereft to weaken^or

emfearrafs. The cafe of a regent is

widely diiferent. If we fuppofe him
unhappily to be miued by the coun-

cils of men defirous ofavailing them-
felves of a fhort interval of autho-

rity, in order to ellablifn for them-
felves an influence in the fiatc, para-

mount to that of their fovereign,

what other mode could be fo natu-

rally reiorted to for this purpofe, as

the abufe of this particular branch

pf the prerogative ? Jt fljould be

further confidered, that, in the pre-

fent cafe, exaftly in proportion as

the probability of the king's reco-

very increased , the force of this re-

ftraint would gradually be weakened,
and the temptation to the abufe

would grow more powerful. The
perfons who advifcd the regent would
then feel it Icfs likely that the con-

fequences of any mifcondud of theirs

in this rcfpefl would be injurious to

the government in their own hands,
and they might perhaps imagine
that they had an intereft in the mif-
chiefs which it wou'd entail on the
fubfequcnt adminiftration of the fo-

vereign. The confideration, there-
fore, of the fliortnefs of the interval

for which we now provide, ferves at

once to fhew, that no neceflity can
exill for giving this power ; and to

aflbrd a great additional weight to

the apprehenfion of danger refulting

from it. In the prefent moment, I

can entertain no doubt that the

granting it would exceed the limits

of our authority; and that even if

that were not the cafe, it would be
the duty of parliament to withhold it

on grounds of expediency.

The other four refolutions were
fliortly touclied upon by Mr. Gren-
ville, and defended upon the grounds
already occupied by Mr. Pitt.

At length the committee divided ;

when there appeared, for the amend-
ment, 154; againft it 227.
The refolution relative to the cre-

ation of peers was then put to the

queRion, and carried by 216 to 159;
as were the two following, without
a divifion ; and the fifth was poft-

poned to the Monday following.

On the 19th Mr. Pitt ,

moved his fifth refolution, J^"' '9*

committing the care of his majeftyV
perfon to the queen, and granting
to her the power of removing from,
and appointing, all the oftices of the

houfhold. Two objeftions, he ob-
ferved, had been made to this part

of his plan. Firft, that a confider-

able part of the houfhold eitablifli-

ment was become unneceifary : to

this he had replied on a former oc-

cafion. The fecond was, that the

political influence which would ne-

ceflarily accrue from fo confiJcrable

IM].^ apor-
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a portion of patronage, might be

perverted to fatflious purpofes. That
all po^'cr was lubjedl to abufe was
a propolition that could not be con-

troverted. But \v,i:, it in any degree
probable, was it evfn decent to (up-

pofc that the relp.'dable per'onage
in queftion would become the nllru-

ment of any factious opoofition, even
if an oppofition Ihould be formed,
to the government of her fon ? He
afked, whether liiis objcdlion had
been urged againft the ellablifhments

provided for otker branches of the

royal family, the influence of .\hich

were certai.Jy as like'ly to be exer-

cifed againrt the executive authority ?

Mr. Pitt was fupported on the fame
ground by Mr. Dundas, and the fo-

licitor general.

On the other fide, lord Maitland

and Rlr. Grey objected to the limi-

tations in general, not only as tend-

ing to diiirafl and embarrafs the

new government, but as nugatory
and inefteftual for the purpofe which

they were meant to fecure. i his

purpofe v.'as avowed to be the full,

free, and unimpaired refumption of

the government by his majefty upon
his recovery. But how far were
they calculated to fecure that c b-

jeft? Were his royal highnefs to

forget the duties of a fon and of a

fubjed, his love of juftice, and his

reverence for the conftitution, or to

facriSce them all to gratify his am-
bition;—invefted wiih the patronage

of the axmy, the navy, and all me
great offices of the kingdom,' what
could oppofe him ? Surely, not the

lords with white Haves, or the feeble

bands of the houlhoid. Conlidered

in this point of view, the limitations

were totally inadequate to their pur-

pofe. They would obflrudt the re-

cent in the juft and ufeful exercife

of hi: pov/erj they would limit him

in the choice of his political fer-

vants; but, in the abufe of it, Ihould

he or his mini iters be difpofed to

abufe it, they would oppofe no
fufficient obllacle to nis de-

figns.

With regard to granting the pa-

tro age of the houfnold to the queen,

they obfcrved, that it would be de-

ftiudi'. e of that political difinte-

rell, which made her the fitteft per-

fon to have the care of his ma-
jefty. Arguing upon general prin-

ciples, the pofleflion of the power
given her by the refoluti; n, and the

inter.ll arifing therefrom in the con -

tinuance of the king's illnels, tended

ftrongly to difquahfy her for fuch

trufi. Among all tiie virtues which

adorned that Ciiaracter, v./as tr:ere

any which exceeded her modera-
tion ? Was there any part of her

public or her private condudl which

recommended her io mucn to the

eileem, the atfeclion, and the reve-

rence of a loyal people, as that pru-

dent cauti .n with wnich (he had,

through tiie whole courleof ner life,

abftained from all interference in the

affairs of government; and was it

wife, was it proper, was it confillenc

with a true regard for herintereft in

the public afi'e(!ftiO(), to place her in

a fituaiion new to herfelf, unknown
to the conftitutioi, and which might

eventually draw her afide from that

Ime of difcreet and amiarde mode-
ration, which fhe had hitherto fol-

lowed with fo much circumfpection

and (b much praiie ? Tne amount
of I he patronage intended to be
given her, was one-fourth of the

whole civil liil:. She might have bad
advifers as well as the prir.ce ; and,

by the meiition of a council of ad-

vice, it appeared that ihewas to have

advifers, and it was tolerably evi-

dent who thofe advifers were to be.

Nay,



HISTORY OF EUROPE. [121

arm of government, to cripple it in

all its great and ellbntial paris ; to

cxpofe it to hoft.le ati .€•< an.l to

contumely ; to take from it tiic liig-

nity which appertained lo itkif, and
the ufe for wiiich it was deii^ned
towards the people. A learned gen-
tleman had faid, that tils aiiegiunce
would continue during the lite of the
king, whatever might be the con-
dition of his mind. Tnis, in fome
refpeds, was true ; but if it ua-. ad-
mitted as an argument for the .imi-

tations contended for, and tnis alle-

giance was made to depend not
on the political capacity, but un
the bare perfonal exiitence of the
Uing, th>.n all wiiich they nau heard,

that thefe limitations were but tem-
porary, and that the time would
come when they mull be reviicd,

and the full power be given to the
regent, was falfe and abfurd. For,
whether the king's maiady endured
one year, or thirty years, it was pre-
cilely the fame in t.ie contempla-
tion of this dodlrine; and the legif-

lature could not veit the full pcwers
of the crown In any otiier hands,
while the perfon of the kino- re-
mained.

With refpi?£l to the creation of
peers, he obferved, that the rio-ht

honourable gentleman had conferred
that rank upon no lefs than forty-

two perfons during the live years
that he had been in office ; and he
had not the pretext of faying that

any cabal was formed to thwart his

meafurcs in the houle of lords, which
made fuch a promotion neccliary :

and if fuch were the means which
he had been obliged to refort to, fur-

rounded with all the power and in-

fluence of the crown, what mult be
the condition of thofe who Ihould

have to contend, in the crippled llatc

to which they would be reduced,

with

Nay, the prefent refolutlon did not

even fecure its profefied object, the

continuance of his ufual attendants

about the king's perfon, as it gave

her majelly the power not only to

continue but to remove,

Mr. Fox followed on the fame

fide. He expoled, with great abi-

lity, the futility of the dodrine ad-

vanced by the law-otiiccrs, " That

the king's political charader was,

jn the eye of the law, inkparable

from his perfonal—that it remain-

ed entire and perfedt—and would

continue fo to do until his natural

demifc." This do^lrine, which

had been frequently urged, he had

wilhed in vain to hear explained;

for, how that perfon, whofe poli-

tical faculties were confeff'dly fuf-

pcnded by a fevcrc vifitation of

Providepce, could ftill exift in the

full enjoyment of his political cha-

racter, was beyond his underlland-

ing to comprehend. The dodftrine

partook of, and leemed indeed to.be

founded on, thofe blind and fuperfli-

tious notions, by which, as they all

knew from hiitory, human inftitu-

tions had been as it were deified,

and which were inculcated for the

purpofe of imprelling a ftrong and
implicit reverence of authority in

the minds of the multitude. If

fuch was the view in which the

honourable and learned gentleman

withed to confider this mylteri-

pus character of complete political

exiitence, without political capacity,

he could only obferve on his doc-

trine, that he took up the fuperlti-

tions of antiquity, and rejeded the

morality; for, while he thus enve-
loped the facrcd perfon of majeltv

with a political veil, which, by an-
cient fupcrltition, was calculated to

jnfpire awe, and fecure obedience

;

he was labouring to enfeeble the
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with an oppofition armed with Co

large a portion of the ufual patron-

age of government ?

He exprefiedjin the ftrongeft terms,

his indignation and abhorrence of

the projeA of puttJVig into a fiate of

competition perfons fo nearlyconneft.

ed by blood, by duty, and by aft'ec-

tion, and thereby exciting that mutual

jealoufy which, in fome degree, is

infeparable from the human mind.

How much, he fliid, had they to an-

iwer for, who, with a perftft know-

ledge of this weaknefs of human na-

tur-*, wickedly and wantonly pur-

fued a meafure which might involve

the empire in endleis diftraftions 1

Before he fat down, he begged to

alk the right honourable gentleman

oppofitc to him,— what period of

time he propofed to confine thofe li-

mitations to ? — what revenue he

meant to affign to his royal highnefs

during his : regency ? — and, who .

were the perfon« the council of ad-

vice would confift of?—Upon the

fecond point, he begged leave to ex-

plain what he had good reafon to

believe were the fentiments of his

royal highnefs, whofe feeling for the

dillr^lTes of his country, and whofe

decided objedlion to encreafe its al-

ready too grievQos burdens, would

make him revolt at the idea of im-

pofing any new taxes for the purpofe

of raifnig a revenue to fupply the

charges of his government.

To thefe queilions Mr. Pitt an-

fwered, that whenever the phyfi-

cians ftiould pronounce that his ma-
jefty's recovery was Icfs probable

than it had been, he Ihould think it

neceflary to remove moft of the re-

ftriftions, and to new-model the

houlhoid. The council for the queen

would confift of the great officers of

the houihold, vAth. the addition of

fcrae prelacff. As to the revenue

to be provided for the fupport ofthe
regent's dignity, he fhould not be

deterred by the unpopularity of fuch

a meafure from propofmg, as his

lafTad, whatever additional burthens

it mi^ht require to be laid upon the

people.

During the courfe of the debate

Mr. Bouveric had remarked, that

the refolation confided of three dif-

tinft propofuions ; the care of his

rriajefiy's perfon ; the power to re-

move or continue the houfhold of-

ficers ; and the appointment of a

council : it was therefore propofed

that they fhould be put feparately.

But Mr. Pitt not confenting to this

propofal, Tv/Ir. Bouverie moved, that

the fecond claufe of the refolutioR

fhould be left out. The committee

divided on this motion ; when tliere

appeared. Ayes 165 ; Noes ^29.

Lord Norih then moved, that the

words " for a limited time," be

added ; upon which the committee

again divided: Ayes 164; Noes
220.

The houfe was then refumed ; the

feveral refolutions reported, and a-

greed to ; and ordered to be deli*

livercd, at a conference, to the

lords.

On the 22d of January r^

the lords, having reiblv- •''* '

ed themfelves into a committee on
the ilate of the nation, proceeded to

take the refolutions into their con-

fideration. As the debate turned,

for the mofl: part, upon the fame
topics that had been fo fully dif-

cuffed in the lower houfe, we fhall

forbear entering in the detail, and

content ourfelves with a I'ecital of

fuch parts of it as pofTefl'ed any de-

gree of novelty.

The bifhop of LlandafF (Di*. Wat-
fon) gave it as his opinion, that as

foon as ever the two houfes of par-

liament
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delegate, till the king's recovery, the

whole or nny part of that truft to

whomfoever they think fit. Upon
this general ground ot reafoning, he
prclumed, the propofuicn had been

Rament had afcertained the fingle

fc&. of the king's incapacity, they

oi.ght to have impowered the prince

ofWales, by a commiflion under the

great feal, or otherwife, to take up-

on lim, not the whole regal power,

but the whole kgijlati-ve authority of

the king. The legiflature being,

by :his one aft of neceffity, com-
p]et'"d, the next ftep fhould have
beet for the parliament to have ap-

pointed a regent Vv'hom they thought

fit, md with or without limitations

as they thought fit. A regency be-

ing fettled, not by the two houfes of
parlii.ment, but by the whole legif-

lature, the nextftcp fliould have been,

to mace the beft poflible provifion for

the guardianfhip of the king's per-

fon, for the fccjrity of his private

property, and for his re-aflumption

of all his public rights of fove-

reignty, as ioon, as ever it fliould

pleafe God to put him in a capacity

to enjoy them.

He next proceeded to ftate the

reafons which led him to difapprove

both of the mode in which the pro-

pofcd limitations were to be cfl.iblifh-

td, and the limitations themfelves.

It had been argued, he obferved,

that the monarchical power of a king
of Great Britain was a fiduciary

power, and that it followed as a le-

^itimate confcquence, that when-
ever the individual to whom the

community has committed this trull

fhall become incapable of executing
it, the truft itfelf ought to revert to

the community at large, to be by
them delegated, /^-o /fw/«-f, to fome
other pel ion, to lie exercifcd bv that

other perfon, for the fame common
end, the promotion of the common
welfare: that therefore, during the
prefent incapacity of the king, the
trull does in facl revert to the com-
piunity, and the coramnnitv mav

founded, which maintains, that the
prince of Wales has no more rio-ht

to the regency, previous to the de-
fignation of the two houfes of par-
liament, than any ether perfon. Bnt
I conceive, he faid, this reafoning is

not true ; it would have been true,

had the law been abfolutely filent as

to what was to become of the truft,

when he to whom it was given be-
came incapable of exercifing it; but
the law is not filent. In one cafe, in

which the king becomes incapable
of executing the truft committed to

him, the law has clearly and pofi-

tively faid—" The trult (hall not
" revert to the community at large,
" the community perfectly know
" the mlfchief of fuch a reverfion,
*' rhey will have nothing to do with
" it ; it Iball go, according to the
" eftablifhed order of fuccellion, en-
" tire to the heir." This is the ex-
prefs declaration of law, when the

king becomes by death incapable of
evercifing the truft committed to

him ; and the analogy of law fpeaks

the fame language in the prefent

cafe; it fays, " No, the truft fhall

" not revert to the community, it

" ihall go pro tcDipurc, and it Ihall go
" whole and entire to the next in

" fucceffion to the crov/n ; it fhall go
" to the prince of Wales, who is of
" an age to receive, and of a capa-
" city to execute, the truft for the
" public good." I- fay not that the

prince of Wales has a legal right to

the truft, but I do moil hrmiy con-
tend that he has fuch a title to it as

cannot be let afide, without violating

the itrcngcft and molt irrefragable

analogy of law.
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WV have heard much, he fald, on

this occafion of the word right ; but

no •^iie has condefccnded to define

it. Aow if, with Grutius, we de-

fine I'ght, as applied to thing.^, to

be a moral power of poffelling a

thing in conformity to law, it is cer-

tain the prince of Wales can have

no right to the regency ; for the cafe

has never occurred in our hiltory, of

a king being incapable of govern-

ing, wnen an heir apparent was of

full age to govern, therefore there

is nc unwritten law; and every body

knows, that there is no ftatute law

refpeding the point; therefore there

can be no conformity to law. But

if we define right to be a moral

power of pofTefling a thing, confift-

ently with law; and if we admit

that what is not forbidden by law, is

confulent with law, where is the law,

written or unwritten, which forbids

the prince of Wales from exercifing

the executive government of the

country, during the inca^^acity of his

father r It might, I think, be fhewn,

that the law forbids every other

perfon in the kingdom from doing

this, but I doubt whether it could

be fnewn that it forbids the prince

of Wales.

His next argument was founded

upon the legal diftinClion between

the natural and politic body of the

king, the unica of whi^li tvv^o bodies,

an old exj3ofit?r of the common law

co'ifiders as conllituting a king ; and

he defines a demi/e of the crown to

be, a difunion or feparation of the

body pcliiic of the king from his

body natural, Admitang, faid he,

this definition of a dt;mife to be a

juft o;.e, I would argue thus — when-

ever there is a feparation of the

body poliric oi the king from the

body natural of the king, there is a

demife of the crown. But, during

the prefent indifpofition of the king
there is a feparation of the bod/
politic o{ the king from the boc'y

natural of the king ; therefore, dir-

ing the prefent indifpofition of .he

king, there is a demife of the crovn.

Thus alfo, if a king fliould beccme
incapable of exercifing the finc-

tions of a king, by being drixen,

for a time, from his throne, as lap-

pened to Edward ihe fourth ; cr if

he fliculd become incapable, by vo-

luntarily abandoning the throne, as

happened in the cafe of James the

lecond ; or if he fiiould become in-

capable, by the hand of God ; in all

thefe cafes, aiid in cafes fuch as

thefc, there would be a civil demife.

of the crown. I am not here to be
told, that the throne is not vacant

;

I know that it is full, and that the

powers of him who fills i: are not

extinguifhed, but fufpended ; there-

fore it is, that the demife I am con-
tending for is not natural but civil,'

not abfolute but conditional, not per-

petual but temporary. It is a max-
im, I am told, in law, that the king
never can become incompetent to

the exercife of the kingly office; it

is not my intention to queftion law

maxims, which are generally found-
ed in great wlfdom; but I muft be
allowed to fay, that we are at this

moment denying in fa<Iil that inte-

grity of kingfhip which we are efla-

blilLing in words ; for, what is this

politic capacity of the king, which
always remains entire, but the power
of executing the office of a king ?

it is that body politic of the king
which is immortal. But, in appoint-

ing a regent, we certainly difunite

tiie body politic of the king from
his body nataral, and we annex it

for the time to the body natural of

the prince of Wales. This civil de^

raife of tlie crown difi-'ers not, I

thinkj



HISTORY OF EUROPE. [1C5

had an opportunity ofapplying to the

crown for pardon—i right fo highly

valued, that Judge Biackftone ob-

fcrves, that if any man on convic-

tion becomes infane, his execution

is delayed, left he Ihould have it in

his power to ftate circiimftances

which might induce the king to ex-

te::d his mercy to him.

Lord Camden having remarked
that parliament had, in more in-

ftances than one, conferred by an

aiTi of its own the dio-nicv of peer-

age, and that the validity of fuch

creation was not to be controverted

;

this doflrine was warmly animad-

verted upon by earl Fit:^\vil!iam,

who declared his intention of mak-
ing an exprcfs motion upon the fub-

jedt ; but after an explanation from

the prefident of the council, the mat-
ter dropped.

An amendment was moved, that

the words " for a time to be limit-

ed," fhould be added to the fecond

refolution ; upon which the com-
mittee divided : Contents 67 ; Non-
contents 93.—The debate was re-

fumed on the day following, when
a divifion took place upon the fame
amendment moved upon the third

refolurion ; Contents 68 ; Non-con-
tents 91.—The reil: of t!:e refolu-

tions were then voted, and ag-reed

to on the report ; and protefts

were entered, figncd by 57 lords.

On the 27th, Mr. Pitt, . .1

J-
' ,. ., Jan. 27th.

alter recapitulating the -^ '

ftf ps that had been already taken,

obi'erved, that before they pro-

ceeded any farther, he thought it

would be both moft refpeftful to the

prince of Wales, and molt expe-

dient in the order of their proceed-

ings, to cndeavc.ir to know, whe-
ther his royal iughnefs was willing

to accept the regency upon the terms

of the refolution which they had

coiue

tihink, from a natural demiie, in the

q:ia:!tiun of power which ought to be

transferred to the facceffor ; but it

differs from it in the mode by which

that power is acquired, and in the

tenure by which it is holdcn.

After examining the feveral argu-

ments that had been urged in favour

of the reilridions propofed, he con-

cluded with adding, that, were the

public grounds for thefe limitations

more obvious and more excenfive

•than any perfon will affert them to

b'e, ftiil he could net vote either for

the limitations themfclves, or for the

mode of eftablilliing thera. I can-

not, he faid, concur in violating the

conlHtutior, by allowing to the two

houfes of parliament, either the right

of le^ifl;iting, or of fufpending,

though bat for an hour, any portion

of the royal prerogative. The efta-

blilhed prerogative of the crown is

a part of the common law of the

land, and I think the two houfes of

parliament have no more right, to

fufpend the law than the king has
;

the conlUtution is violated, let the

fufpenfioa be made by any power
fhert of that which made the law,

the complete legifiature-of the coun-

try. If tke two houfes can fulpend

indefinitely, they may abolilli per-

petually : why may they not come
to a ref )Iution, that all the preroga-

tives of tha crown, and that the king

hJmfelf, are as ufelefs to the public

good, as this houfe was formerly de-

clared to be by the other }

The lords Stormont,Carli{le, Der-
by, and Portchefter, oppofed the re-

solutions ; the laft, amongft other ob-
eftions, urged thisfaft—that in con-

equencc of the delay occafioned by
he prefcnt mode of proceeding,

nd the fufpenfu^n it produced of
ve royal prerogatives, two convidts

hd been exscuted, without having
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come to —With this view he mov-
ed. That a committee be appoint-

ed to attend his royal highnefs the

prince of Wales with the refolu-

tions which have been agreed to by
the lords and commons tor the pur-

pole of fupplying the defedl of the

perfonal exercile of the royal au-

thority during his majefty's illnefs,

by impowcring his royal highnefs

to exercife fuch authority, in the

name and on the behalf of his ma-
jefty, fubjed to the limitations and
refoidions which the circumftances

of the cafe appear at prefeht to re-

quire ; and that the committee do
exprefs the hope which the com-
mons entertain, that his royal high-

nefs, from his regard to the inte-

refts of his majeHy and the nation,

will be ready to undertake the

weighty and important trull pro-

pofed to be invefled in his royal

highnef?, as foon as an aft of par-

]iam.ent fhall have been pafTed for

carrying the faid refolutions into

effeft.

This motion gave rife to a con-

fiderable degree of altercation, in

which the miniflers were accufed,

and defended themfelvcs againlt the

accufation, of having treated the

prince of Wales, throughout the

whole courfe of their proceeding,

with the moft fliameful want of at-

tention and refpedt. The motion
was voted without a divifion, and
ordered to be carried to the lords

for their cpncurrcnce, together with

a fimilar rcfolution for a committee
to lay betbre the queen the refolu-

tion of the two houfes, relative to

the care of his majefty's perfon.

The refolutions being read in the

houfe of lords on the 28th, and a

motion made for their lordfhips con-

currence, ilie duke of Northumber-

land briefly obferved, that thefe re-

folutions, as propofed to be prcfent-

ed to the prince for his alTent, ap-

pearing in the face cf them moft

materially to curtail the exercife of
that royal authority which they

were about to put into his hands,

would, as they ftood, feem to con-

vey a want of confidence in his

royal highnefs ; he conceived it,

therefore, would be but decent in

their lordlhips to fpecify the rea-

fons which had guided their lord-

fhips in adopting thofe refolutions.

It having been moft generally

taken as the ground for thofe re-

ftriftions, that his majeily's illnefs

was but temporary, and would pro-

bably be but of ihort duration, he
conceived their lordftiips could have
no objeftion to conned that with

the addrefs. His grace concluded
with moving an amendment to that

eiredl, which was negatived without

further debate ; and the ufual blanks

were ordered to be filled up with

the words, " lords fpirituaJ and
*' temporal."

On the 3cth of Janu-
j

,

ary the two committees J^"-30'"' ,

prefented to the prince of Wales
and the queen the refolutions of the

(

tu'o houfes, and received the 'an-
'

fwers which the reader will find

amongft the State Papers, p, [305
and p. [306. He entreated gentle-

men would paufe ; and by giving
the bill before tJiem a deliberate

perufal and cool refleftion, pro
ceed in future with the caution du
to fo momentous a tranfaftion.

The anfwers received from .

the prince of Wales and the ^

queen being read, and ordered 3

be printed, the houfe of lords agai

refolved itfelf into a committee n
the ftate q( the nation.

'•he
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The lord prefident began with

remarking, that being ftill merely

a convention, they could do no one

legiflative adl til! they were enabled

fo to do by the preTence or aflent of

the fovereigrw Deprived of the af-

fillance of his majeity in his natural

capacity, they were compelled to

refort to his politico! capacity. There
was but one organ by which this

affiftance could be obtained, and

that organ was the great fea!. This

mode of proceeding, he knew, had

already been ridiculed as z. phantom.

But would thofe who were thus free

of their ridicule impart any other

mode by which they can be extricat-

ed from their prefent difficulties ?

They were compelled, thercrore, by

receflity to refort to a refolution of

the two houfes, impoweiing the

proper perfon to make ufe of the

great feal ; an inllrument which,

his lordfhip faid, was of fuch great

and particular authority, that even

if the lord chancellor committed a

high mifdemeanor by affixing it to

letters patent, thofe inilruments mull

be confideredx'alid ; they would have

the whole force of law, and could

not bedifpured by the judge?. His

lordlhip, in fupport of this doc-

trine, quoted the conduft of lord

chancellor Hardwicke, who had fuf-

fcrcd the great feal to be affixed to

an inftrument in the manner he now
propofed. Two refolutions, he faid,

would be therefore found neceflar) to

be adopted under their prefent cir-

cumftances to compleat the legilla-

ture. The firft was; to etlablifh a

commifllontocpen and hold the par-

liament in due form ; the fecond

would follow up the firfl at a con-
venient time, for the purpofe of
impowcring the royal afient to be
given in his majelW's name to the

bill of regency, by tiie fame, or by

another commiffion. His lordfhip

concluded by moving, '* That it is

" expedient and neceifary that let-

" ters patent, under the great feal

*' of Great Britain, be impowered
'* to be ilTued by the authority of
" the two houfes of parliament, in

" the tenor and form following:"

—

Then followed an exadl tranfcript of
the writ ufually iilued under the fign

manual, impowering certain commif-
fioners to open and hold the king's

parliaments at Weltminfter. The
coramiiiioners nominated by the

prefent letters patent were, the

prince of Wales, the duke of York,
the dukes of Cumberland and Glou-
cefter, together with the other per-

fons ufually infcrted therein.

The motion being feconded.

Lord Portchefter rbfe, and ob-
ferved, they were nov/ in that pre-
cife fltuation where they ftood two
months fince ; with this difierence

only, that they were now going to

do, by a pretended ad of parlia-

ment, what fhould have been done
by a declaration of the two houfes.

But befides tiiis fidion of the greac

feal, there were other ftumbling-

blocks in their way. By two adts

of parliament, the fign manual was
made CiTentially neceliary to the va-
lidity of any aft. Theie were the

ads of 33d of Henry tiie eighth, and
the I ft of Philip and Mary ; the for-

mer declaring that no acl could be
valid unlefs figned by the fove-

reign, or, in his abfence, by the

aijios regni ; and the latter, in de-
ciding on the attainder of the duke
of Norfolk, fpeaking the fame lan-

guage, but in ftronger terms.

Lord Camden replied, that a

diirerent meaning was to be attach-

ed to tnofe ads. They were, he
contended, ads merely aprmatt^t ;— that is, they averted that ads fj>

3 figned
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figned were legal, but they no where

contained the aflcrtion, that thofe

ads could not be legalized in any
other form !—His lordlhip added

a precedent in point, that of 28
Eliz. which had adhially pafl'cd un-

der the great leal only, and*without

the fign manual.

His royal highnefs the duke of

York, role unexpectedly at this mo-
ment, and faid, he had not been

informed that it was intended to in-

fert his name in the commilfion,

and therefore it had not been in his

power to take any fteps to prevent

it. He could not lanition the pro-

ceedings with his name, not wifning

10 Itand upon record, and be hand-

ed to pollerity, as approving fuch

a meafure. His opinion of the

whole fyilem adopted was already

known : he deemed the meafure

propofed, as well as every other

that had b; en taken refpeding the

fame lubjod, to be unconilitutional

and illegal. He defired, therefore,

to have nothing to do with any

part of the bufmefs; and requeft-

ed that his name, and that of his

brovher the prince of Wales, might

be left out of the commliTion.

Lord Camden faid, upon a re-

quilition thus communicated, there

could be no hcfitation. He fnould

not for a moment relift the' royal

duke's defire, but would readily

agree to omit his royal highnefs's

name, and that of his royal high-

nefs the prince of Wales.

The duke of Cumberland next

rofc, and defired that his name, and

that of the duke of Glouceiier,

might alfo be omitted.

bome difScuity here arofe, as to

the mode of complying with their

royal highnff:i's requelis. Lord
Walfi»gham fuggeiled the regular

parliamciuary form of proceeding.

that of reading the pailage of thf.

commiiTion defired to be omitted,

and putting the queftion, ' That
" thefe vords ftand part of the

" motion." This being admitted

to be proper, his Icrdfhip put the

quellion in form, and declared "the
" non-ccntents had it." But lord

Radnor and lord Fitzwilliam re-

marked, that if the means of leav-

ing out his royal highnefs's name,

that had been reforted to, were
fuft'ered to go upon the journals, it

would convey a marked difrefped

to his royal highnefs.

At length it was fettled, that

the motion iliould ftand as it did ;

and that, when reported to the

houfe. Lord Radnor Ihould then

move an amendment, that it might

appear on the journals, that it was
at the defire of their royal highnef-

fes the dukes of York and Cum-
berland, being prefent, that their

names, and thofe of the prince of

Wales and duke of Glouceiier, were
omitted in the commiflion.

The refolution, as amend-
ed and paffed by the lords,

having been communicated to the

houfe of commons, Mr. Pitt moved
for their concurrence therein. This
motion, which was at length carried

without a divifion, gave rife to along

and warm debate.—The refolution

was defended, as affording the only

legal fecurity to their proceedings

v.'hich the cafe admitted of.—On the

other fide, it was urged, that how-
ever they might thus be made for-

mally legal, yet being fubiiautially

and hiiiorically otherwife, it would

have been much more fafe, that the

whole cafe fiiould ftand upon its

own ground, diftinguifhed as an ir-

regular proceeding, juftiiied only

by neceliity, than to call in coun-

terfeit props to fupporc it. The
precedents

Feb. 2.
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precedents of the reign of Henry
the fixth, upon which lb much ftrefs

had been laid whilll miniilers were

contending for the right of the two

hcuies to nominate a regent, were

now totally abandoned. In con-

formity to thofe precedents the

prince of Wales ought to be em-
powered by the propofed commif-

lion to open the parliament in the

king's name, and to cxercife the

legillative authority cf the king, in

the palling of fuch afts as might be

tendered for the royal aiTent. Nor
could there be new any ground of
apprehenuon that he Ihould rejeiil a

bill of limitations, as he had already

declared his willingnefs to accept

the regency with the reftridtions

propofed,

Mr. Burke in a long and able

fpeech fupported the exclufive right

of the prince of Wales to the re-

gency, and endeavoured to imprefs

the committee with a fenfe of the

fatal consequences that might foN

low, from admitting any idea of

competition in it, to the unity of the

empire, the integrity of the conftitu-

tion, and the hereditary fucceffion

to the throne itfelf.

Before the houfe adjourned the

fpeaker begged leave to call the

attention of the houfe to the fitua-

tion in whicli he ilood.—In confe-

quence of the honour they had done
him of placing him in that chair, he
ought regularly to be prefented ro

the king, for his approbation. As
that could not be done, he wifhcd

to know whether they had any di-

rcdions to give him with refpedt to

the comu/illioners who were to open
the fclTions. After a Ihort conver-

fation, it was agreed that he fhould

net be prefented for their confircna-

feion.

Vol. XXXh
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The day following, the p , ,

fpeaker with the com- * ^

mens being at the bar of the houfe
of lord?, earl Bathurft, who fat as

fpeaker for the lord chancellor, ac-
quainted them that the illnefs ofhis
majefty had made it neceffary that a
commillion in his name fhould pafs

the great feal, which they would
hear read. The clerk having read
the commiffion, lord Bathurft, in a
fhort fpeech (fee State Papers, p.

306) opened the caufes of their

prefent meeting, and the objefls for

which they were to provide.

As foon as the commons were re-

turned to their hoiiie, and had gon»
through the ufual forms, Mr. Pitt

rofe, and after a ihort preface

moved that leave be given to bring
in a bill to provide for the care of
hismajefty's royal perfon, and fcr the

adminirtratlon of the regal authority

during his majefty's illnefs. Leave
was accordingly given; and the bill

v.'as brought in and read for the firll

time without debate on the day fol-

lowing.

On a motion made ^ , p ,

this day, for the fecond

reading of the regency bill, Mr.
Bjrke begged leave to make fome
obfervations on the principles and
provifions of the bill, in order to

point out to gentlemen in what point

ofview they were to examine it when
ir came before rhem in the committee.

In order to form a competent idea

of the bill, they were to recoiled that

it had been declared that the king
was incapable of exercifing the

royal functions: it was now pro-

pofed to fupply this defed by the

unexampled remedy of a mutilated,

divided, and disjointed government,

a government which went to heap all

ihe burthen and odium of power on
his royal highnefs, without anv of

[/}
'

its
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its graces or fplendor; and which,

while it took away from liim even the

power ofdoing good, ofencouraging

merit, or evenexerciiing charity,was
calculated to fecure the influence and

future fuccefs of a party in avowed
enmity with him. Being called to or-

der on account of fome warm expref-

fions he ufed, he added, that if the

meafures propofed were in their own
nature unjuftiliable, and tending to

introduce difordcr and debility into

government—ifthey were contemp-
tible in the jealoufy they evinced of
the prince, and alarming from their

hoftility to the whole houfe of
Brunfv/ick—ifthey tended to create

diftruft and difanion not only among
the different branches of the royal

family, but between all orders and
.janks in the ftate, then was he
juftifiable in the warmth he had
evinced.

The bill was then read a fecond

time, and ordered to be committed

on the morrow.

^1 The regency bill confided
'' ' ofthirty-two claai'es*.—The

claufe, which was firlt objedled to in

the committee, was that which con-

tained the oath to be taken by the

regent. Two parts of this oath

were objeded to by Mr. Burke.

—

Firft, that by which he was bound
*' to take care of the perfonal fafety

" of the king to the utmoll of his

" power and ability"—a provifion,

which could only be confidered as a

. mockery and iniiilt upon the prince

of Wales, when it was well known
that be was not in the fmallclt de-

gree entrufted with the care of the

foyal perfon,—Secondly, that part

by which he was boiind " to govern
*' according to the Ilipulations and
** reftrictions contained in the bill."

It was afked, for what purpofe

this idea of a covenant was iff*"

troduced, and why the words did

not run in general terms, as in

the coronation, ** according to the
" laws of the land," of which that

bill, when it palTed, would of courfe

make a part?

In anfwer to both thefe objeflions

it was faid, that the oath was taken

from that inferted in the regency

aft of the prefcnt reign ; and with

regard to the firll objeftion, it was

faid, that the regent, poffeffing al-

moft the whole executive power,

would be poffeffed of means pecu-

liar to himfelf of providing for the

king's fafety; fuch as protefting

him againil treafon, feditions, and
riots, in cafe of civil war or of in-

vafion.

The feventh claufe, providing

againft the non-refidence of the

prince, and againfl his marrying
a papiH, being read ; Mr. Rolle

rofe, and again brought on the

fubjeft of the rumour which had
formerly prevailed, of the prince's

marriage. He concluded with

moving that the words, " or
" who is or fhall be married, in law
" or in fadt, to a papift," fhould be
added. This produced much alter-

cation, in which the' mover was
treated with great afperity by lord

North, Mr. Sheridan, Mr. Grey,
and Mr. Courtenay.—Mr. Welbore
Ellis defired the royal adl to be read,

by which it is enacted, that the mar-
riage of any of the defcendants of

Geo. II. lliall not be valid without

the royal affent. This, he ob-

ferved, was a full anfwer to all ca-

vils, as that could not be valid in.

fad, v.»hich was not good in law.

The amendment was negatived

without a divifion.

The ne.xt claufe in tlie bill was-

* Sea State Papers, p. 543,
tflat
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tH^t which reftrained the regent
from creating peers.

Mr. JoUifFc^ moved an amend-
ment, for limiting the duration of
this reltri.ftion to the firft of Feb-
ruary 1790. He faid he thought

that all the reilridlions were founded
on a fuppofition tliat his majelly's re-

covery was probable; now it v.'as to

be prefumed, that fymptoms of re-

covery might be looked for, if they

were to be expe<!lpd at all, v.'ithin

fifteen months from the firft dif-

covcry of the diforder; and. the

committee ought to limit the dura-

tion of reftridions, which if not

limited, it vv )uld not be in the power
of the commons alone to remove,
whenever they fliould feel an incli-

nation fo to do. The confent of
the lords would then be neceflary ;

and their lordlhips might not be

readily difpofcd to conlent to v/hat

would be a diminution of their own
confequence.

Mr. Hawkins Browne was reftdy

to admit that the rellriclions ought
to be limited in point of duration;

but thought fifteen months too Ihort

a period, and propofed two or

three years.

Mr. Burke declared, there was no
foundation whatever for the rellric-

tion. If it was direded againlt the

prince, it was infulting and injuri-

ous, as his condud had hitherto

given no ground for fufpeding him
of a difpofition to abufe power. L(

it was againil thofe who were fup-

pofed to be his advifers, they were

equally malignant, becaufc thofe

perfons, when in office, had made
the mofl: temperate ufe of thajt

power. The duke of Portland had
been in his majefty's fervice in Eng-
land, as well as in Ireland, and had

not made a prodigal ufe of that pre-

rogative. The late marquis of
Rockingham, in whofe footftcps the

prefent Whigs profefled to tread,

was extremely fparing of grants of
peerages. Why then fliould it be
fuppofed that they would deviate

from an example which they took
for their model, when they wilhed
to recommend themfelves to the

good opinion of the public?—The
amendment was negatived without
a divifion.

The next claufe on which any
debate took place was thstrefpeding

the granting of pb.c?s, or penfions

in reverfion. Lord North, obferved,

that it was one of the profefTed

prin.ciples of the rcfolutions, that the

prince fiiould have the power of ap-
pointing his cwnfervants. How ihen,

he afked, if the prince had not tae

power of granting penfions or re-

verfions, was it poffible for him to fill

the highefl fituation in the law de-

partment, ifa vacancy fliould happen
therein? Not z.puijhsjudges nor even
a barriller of tolerable bufinefs,

would accept of the ofliceoflord high
chancellor, an office extremely pre-

carious in its tenure, if the prince

had not a power to reward him for

his fervices in cafe of a difmifla!.

He therefore propofed that an ex-

ception fliould be inferted to pro-

vide for fuch a cafe.

The chancellor of the exchequer

faid, it was very fit the regent fliould

have the choice of a lord chancellor,

if the country fliould be io unfor-

tunate as to lofc die learned lord

who now filled that office. But llill

he was of opinion tliat it was not in

the prefent bill that the power of
providing for him fliould be given.

When the occafion fliould occur,

the regent might apply to parlia-

ment, and he himldf for one would

[ y ] 2 very
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very readily agree to the lam men-

tioiiea by the ncble lord. But a

regt-n Ihou'.d not be puc on a better

footing than the king himfclf". Now
the king could- not grant fuch a

penfion without trie confent of par-

ii;iment. It was for this reafon

only that he op'pofed the noble

lord's motion.

Lord "vorth replied, that he fup-

pofed that, by the mode propofed,

they mc-ant to take to themfelves

the difpofal of the great feal, as they

kept the power of providing for the

officer who might be called to that

fituation en his retirement. Ey re-

tainijig that power, every compaft

made with his royal highnefs in the

refclutions was broken. The houfe,

initead of relieving him from the

already too heavy reftri-ftions, were

forging for him new fetters. The
parliament, not the regent, would

have the power of chufing his fer-

vants.—The amendment was ne-

gatived.

f 1 ,1 The houfe bein? aj^ain
Feb Qth. . . , ^ '^.

•' in a committee on the

regency bill, the twelfth claufe was

read, upon which Mr.Anllruther ob-

ferved, that though this claufe ftated

that the care or management of the

king's property lliould not be in the

prince of Wales, yet it was total-

ly filent in wliat hands it fhould

veft. There have been various ac-

counts concerning the vaft amount
of that property; whatever it might
be, it was but right that it

Ihould be properly taken care of,

andnotbe fo placed that it might be

embezzled by anonymous purloiners,

whom nobody could call to account,

becaufe nobody knew. He was
therefore of opinion, that a commif-
Jion be appointed, to conlift of the

*[ueen, the princes of the blood,

REGISTER, ty^g,

the great officers of ftate, the lorf

chancellor, and the two chief juf-

tices, for executing the faid trufl.

Mr. Pitt faid, that as to the

amount of that property, he be-

lieved there could bj nothing but

guefs-work; at leall he had no clue

bv which to enable hhn lo form any

thing like a judgmi'nt; whatever

it might be, it had already been de-

pofited {\\ fi^ch hands as would al-

ways be obliged to account for their

truft.

Mr. Burke fupported the propo-

fition offered by Mr. Anllruther,

and confidercd 'this as a further

proof of the unjuft and illiberal

treatment of the princes of the blood

royal, who were thus excluded from,

and deemed unworthy of any fhare

of that truft, in which they had un-

doubtedly the firfl intereft and the

deepeft concern.

The claufe pafled without amend-
ment.

7 he fourteenth claufe, providing

for the payment of his majefty's

houihold, under the diredlion of

her majefly, being read; Sir James
Eilkine oppofed it, as granting-

larger powers than were neceflary

;

and infifted that the expence of the

houfhold might be much dimi-

nifhed.

The chancellor of the exchequer

faid, that fome circum fiances, ariiing

from his majefty's fituation, rather

tended to increafe than diminifti the

expence of fome parts of the hoaf-

hold,

Mr. Burke objefted to the claufe,

as tending to the fubverfion of the

civil lift afi, irreconcileable with the

true principles ofoeconomy, and cal-

culated only for the purpofe of pro-

viding for a favourite and unnecef-

fary corps. He alfo objefted to it

as
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as proceeding to fecure the payment
of the houfliold, before the quef-

tion of fcparating it from the exe-

cutive government had been decid-

ed upon.

Mr. Powys moved, that the clriufc

be poftponed; in which motion he

was fupported by Lord North, upon

the ground taken by Mr. Burke :

the committee divided ; ayes 87,

noes 132.

The fixteenth claufe, relative to

the privy purfe of his majelly, was

oppofed on the impropriety of re-

fufmg to his royal hig'mefi, who
was to fupport the dignity of the

crown, the power over the privy

purfe, amounting to 60,000 1. a

year; out of which, by the claufe,

was to be taken 1 6,00c I. andgiven

to her majefty, for purpofes un-

known to parliament; and ttie re-

mainder locked up and left, in cafe

of his maj city's indifpoHtion con-

tinuing, to the difpofition of parlia-

ment. It was fupported upon the

propriety of continuing his ma-
jelly's benefadions, and on the im-
propriety of feizing the moment of
his majefty's indifpofition to ftrip

him of his property. The 16,000 1.

which, it was objefled, were given to

her majefly for purpofes unknown to

parliament, was explained in the fol-

lowing manner: 12,000 1. was given
to pay an eftablilhed lift of charities

fettled by his majefty; and the re-

maining 4000 1. was to enable her

majefly to continue his majefty's

benefadions to thofe perfons who
were not on the lift; but who, ftie

knew, received charity to that a-

mount.
Sir William Molefworth was wil-

ling to agree to the fum propofed
to be taken from the money of his

majefty's privy purfe, that was ap-

|)ro|)riated to ;he charities nienupn-

ed; but not thinking it proper that

the remainder ftiould be kept from
the prin-ce, he moved, as an amend-
ment, to add the words, " and that
" the remainder luall be paid over
•' to the treafurer of the privy purfe
" of the regent." Upon this a-
mendment the committee divided ;

ayes loi, noes 156.

The feventeench claufe was next
read, vefting in her majefty the care
of the king's perfon, and the go-
vernment of the houlliold.

Mr. Powys objeded to that part
ofthe claufe which gave her majefty
power over the houftiold. He con-
demned it as adivifion of power with
the executive autiiority. It was un-
juftifiab!e and ir.admiflible. The
power given her majefty over the

houlhold, arxd the claufe reiliraining

the regent from creating peers,

not only gave a dangerous conuoul
over the two houfes, but put ic

into irrefponfible handi. After
arguing upon the mifchiefs that
might refult from fuch a meafure, he
concluded by movi ig an amend-
ment to the preamble of the

claufe, leaving it open for future

revifion.

The chancellor of the exchequer
agreed to the amendment, and faid,

that in the courfe of the whole bufi-

nefs, one of the principles he had
ever invariably maintained was, that

the whole of the bill ought ever to

be kept open to the future revifion

and alteration of parliament.

The amendment being put and
agreed to, the fanie was infertcd 'u\

the claufe.

Sir Peter Burrell objefted to the
latter part of the. claufe. The pa-
tronage given, he faid, was fo loofe-

ly expreffed, that it was impolhble
to aicertain the amount of it;

which, he conceived, the houfe

[ ^ ] 3 ought
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ouffht to be acquainted with, previ-

oullly to its adopting the claule.
.

The chancellor of the exchequer

acquainted the honourable baronet,

that the whole amount was about

200,000 1. a year: of this one half

went to the payment of tradefmen's

bills : the falaries of the houfhold,

from the greatefl: officers to the-

lowed: turnfpit, did not amount to

more than ioo,ocol. a year; ootof

that fum there was not more than

about 30,0001. received for falaries

by members of the two houles of

parliament. There were feven in

the houfe of commons, whofe fala-

ries amounted to about 4000I. and

eighteen lords in the other houCe,

whofe falaries am.ounted to about

26,000 I. Such influence, he faid,

was not likely to produce any con-

Jiderable alteration in the fyftem of

ceconomy adopted on the prefent

exigency.

Mr. B irke and lord North con-

demned the claiife, on the old ground

of her majeily's having any fhare

in the executive government. They
reprobated the meafare of dividing

that power as unconftitutional and

dangeruus, and expreffcd their fears

of its operating as a pernicious

precedent.

Mr. Sheridan propofed, as an

amendment, which was fupported

by lord George Caverdiili, and

general Norton, to feparate the

great officers from the houfhoid

;

upon which the committee divided:

ayes 118, noes 173. Majority

againft the amendment 55.—The
queflion was then put upon the

claufe, which was carried.

r i. L The claufe relative to
Feb. io:h , , •, 1

the queen s council be-

ing read, Mr. Pitt propof-d', that

it nioul . conhftipi the foui princpal

ofiicers of the houlhold, tlie lord

chamberlain, the lord fteward, the

mafler of the horfe, and the groom
of the ftok', for the time being, and

in addition to thefe, of four other

perfons ; iii felefiingof whom, he was

naturaiiy led to make choice of thofe

whom his majeftyhimfelfnad placed

at the head of the church and the

law ; and therefore he Ihould propofe

the names of John lord archbiihop

of Canterbury, Edward lord Thur-
low, William lord archbifhop of

York, and Lloyd lord Kenyon.

He meant that thefe four fhould

be appointed counfellors by name,

and not as officers filling, fon the

time being, the llations which they

now hold : but the four officers of

the houfhold he propofed not by their

own names, but the names of their

offices.

This conftitution of the council

was objefted to on thefe gounds;

fird, on account oftheomiffion of the

princes of the royal blood : fecondly,

on account of the nomination being

in iome inftances pe'rfonal, and in

others official; and Irilly, becaufe of

the pmiffiou of other eminent per-

fonages, whofe fituaticu made them

iit objetls for fuch a choice.

In anfwcr to the firft objedlion,

lord Graham oblervcd, that there

was no neceffity for infer ting the

rfemes of the princes of the blood

in the lift of counfellors to the

queen, as her majeily could, at all

times procure their advice ; and he

was of opinion, that refpeft to the

princes' fhould prevent the com-
mitter from putting them into fitu-

ations, which would render them

refponfible to parliament; and might

caufe them to be brought to the

bar of the houfe to anfwcr for the

difcharge of the truft repofed in

them.

Colonel Phjpps faid, that a very

goo4
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good reafon for omitting the names
of the princes was, that the two

koufes having agreed that the re-

gent (hould not have the cullody

of the royal pcrfon, thofe perfons

ought not to be appointed coun-

fcUors to the queen who might

be fuppofed to be much at the de-

votion of the regent. For this very

reafon alfo, he urged, in anfwer to

the fccond objection, it was not pro-

per that the committee fliould name
the two archbifhops, and the chan-

cellor, and chief jullice for the time

being ; for then, in cafe of any
change, the regent vvould have the

nomination of counfellors, who were
to advife the queen about the care

of the king's perfon, with which the

regent was not to meddle. For the

very fame reafon the officers of the

houflioid, who were to be named
coi'.nfellors, might be. defcribed as

for the time being, btca^ie the bill

had put them entirely under the

control of the queen, who could

alone remove them.

In addition to thefe reafons, Mr.
Pitt argued, that it was held as a

principle in law, that in all cafes,

ihofe who by their proximity could

be fuppofed to have any pofiible in-

tereft in the fucceffion, were, for

that reafon, excluded from the care

of the perfon to be taken care of:

this, therefore, was, in his mind, a

lirong reafon why the princes of
the blood fhould be excluded from a

participation in the council to be al-

lotted the queen, which, in its na-

ture, neceffarily involved in it the

care of his majefty's perfon.

The lalt objection was founded on
the omiiTion of the fpeaker, the lord

mayor of London, and chief juftice

of the common pleas. The omif-
fion of the laft-mentioned great of-

;i(;er was Itrongly animadverted

upon ; and the minifters were ac-

cused of looking to the politics of
perfons as the criterion of their qua-
lification for the trult to be vcfted in

them.—Mr. Burke concluded the

debate with reminding the commit-
tee, that the exclufioa of the royal

family was full in the teeth of the

very lafl: regency bill, namely the

fifth of the prcfcnt king, by which
his majefty was obliged tc nominate
a guardian for the prince of Wales,
in cafe he ftiould facceed to the

crown befo'-e he was of age, from
among the princes of the b'ood.

A diviiion took place, on a mo-
tion made by lord North, tnat the

duke of York fb.ould be one of the

council ; when the quelHon was ne-

gatived : Ayes 1 30; Noes J77.

The feveral names of their royal

highnefTes prince William Henry,
prince Edward, duke of Glouceuer,
and duke of Cumberland, were then

feveraliy propofed, and negatived.

Mr. Dempller then propofed, that

the ipeaker of the houfe of com-
mons, and the lord mayor of Lon-
don, be added ; both which quef-
tions were negatived.

The 26th claufe, pro- p ,

viding for the refump- ^^^-^t-

tion of the government by his ma-
jefty, being read, Mr. Pitt having
premifed that though the right of
xefumption did not depend on the

votes of either houfe of parliament,

yet as a king of this country was not
capable of doing any adl of liate by
himiel/, but was obliged to make
ufe of the medium of perfons who
Ihould be refponfible to the laws for

fuch an aiilj fo in the preient cafe,

the bare confcioufnefs of nis ma-
jelly, that his incapacity was re-

moved, ought not to be admitted as

a proof Of Rich a fad ; but he ihould

employ feme organ, known to the

[^14 country.
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coutYtry, to fadsfy the people of fo

dcfirable an event. It would not

be rcafonable that his majefty Ihould

be obliged to refort to the political

lervants of the regency, to define

that they ihould take the proper fteps •

for reftoring him to power ; and the

reafon which induced him to think

fo was, that the fervants of a go-
vernment which was to be deftroyed

by fuch meafures were certainly not

the molt fit to carry them into ex-

ecution. Plis propofal then was,

that as foon as it iliould appear to

five out of the eight counfellors ap-

pointed to advife the queen, that his

majefty's health was rejlored, they

fhciild certify it under their hands

to the political fervants of the re-

gent, who fhould be bound to record

the inftrument in the council bocks,

and farther to notify it to the lurd

mayor of London, and afterwards to

the public in the London Gazette.

The king fhculd then fummon the

attendance of a number of mem-
bers of the privy council, either fuch

as had been members of it before

his indifpofition, or fnould have been

added to it by the regent : the num-
ber that he would propofe to be

fummoncd on this occafion fhould

be nine. Thefe nine, fitting in coun-

cil with his majelty, would have an
opportunity of judging whether his

incapacity was really removed or

not ; and fhould fix of them be of
opinion that it was, then a procla-

mation, figned by his majefty, and
counlerfigned by thefe fix privy

counfellors, certifying the king's ca-

pacity, fhould immediately be pub-
lifhed, and inftantly all the power of
the regent fhould ceafe and deter-

mine. Thefe fix perfons fhould be
refponfible to the public for the opi-

nion which they fhould thus give

under their hands ; and that refpon-

fibility would be the people's fecu-

rity, that the trull repofed in thefe

perlons would not be abufed.—Hav-
inrj premifed this, he moved, that

the blank left for the number of

privy counfellors whom the king

fhould fummon be filled up with the

word KzVf:'.

Mr. Povvys faid, that of all the

meafures propofed by the right ho-

nourable gentleman in the whole

courfe of this unprecedented bufinefs,

this was certainly the niofl extraordi-

nary ; the right honourable gentle-

man had firft maintained, that parlia-

ment had a right to fettle every thing

relating to the prefent exigence ; but

now he abandoned that principle, and

did not intend to fuffer the interfe-

rence of parliament in the relloration

of the king to his government.

With retpeA to the refpcnfibility

of the privy counfellors who were

to fign the proclamation, the public,

he faid, could not have much confi-

dence in the declaration of men
picked and chofen from their fellow

counfellors in the manner propofed.

But. after all, what was the nature of

their refponfibility ? Their grounds

for declaring that the king was
rellored to health could not be

afcertained ; and therefore, fuppof-

ing they fhould be wrong, it could

not be laid whether they had acied

wrong wilfully, or merely from an

error in judgment: of what ufe,

therefore, could that refponfibility

be to the public, which could not

draw down upon thefe counfellors

the punilhment and vengeance of

the law, becauie it was impofllble to

prove, in cafe they fhould be wrong
in their declaration, that it was not

through error, bat defign, that they

had dec«ived the public.

The
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The neceflity of having the king's

capacity to refume the government

afcercained by the two houies of par-

liament, rather than by the queen's

or the privy council, was ihong-

ly urged by Mr. Sheridan. He ob-

ferved, that by the prefent bill every

aft that (hould be done by the king

during his incapacity was declared

to be invalid, and of no efFeft : row
(liould it be refo'ved by the nine

privy counfellors, during a recefs of

parliament, that the king was reco-

vered, the rpoft ferious confequences

might follow : for before the two

houies could' meet to afcertain that

faft, the great feal might have been

put to a commiflion of regency

that would place it out of the power
of the two hcufes to interfere any

more, though his majeily (hould re-

Ispfe; and thus thofe privy coun-

fellors, whether through error or de-

fign, might be the means of making
an incapable king efiabliih a go-

vernment which the two houfes could

not afterwards overturn. A claufe

to remedy this objedVion, was offered

by Mr. Mar(ham, but rejefted. Mr.
Powys afterwards moved, that the

phyhcians bo examined by the

queen's council on oatli ; which was
negatived. LaiUy, Mr. Sheridan,

after again urging the necef-

fity of parliamentary invelHga-

tion of the recovery of his majeity,

moved, that the regent be obliged

to communicate to parliament the

notification of the king's recovery.

Upon this motion, after fome con-

verfaiion, the houfe divided ; when
it was negatived. Ayes 113; Noes
181. Majority, 6S.

The committee having gone
through the whole bill, which the

reader will find at the end of the

State Papers, ihe houfe w as tefumed.

the report brought up, and agreed
to, and the bill ordered for the third

reading on the morrow.
Upon the third read- t- l'^

, r Feb. 12.
ing, two ciaules were pro-
pofed to be added, the one by Mr.
Pulteney, limiting the reltriclion re-

lative to the creation of peers to

three years, which was adopted;
the other by Mr. W. Smith, referv-

ing to the regent the power, in cer-

tain cafes, of giving the royal af-

fen to a bill or bills for the relief of
diffenters from the church of Eng-
land. This, after a ihort converfa-

tion, was withdrawn. The bill then

pafTed, and was ordered to be car-

ried to the lords.

On the 17th the re- p ,

gency bill, having palfed * ^*

through the previous ftages without
oppofnion, was committed in the

ho'jfe of lords, where, befides feve-

ral verbal amendments, two ne\V

claiifes were added to it : the firft,

placing under the controul and ma-
nagement of the queen all the pa-
laces, houfes, gardens, parks, &c.
poffe/Ted by his majeity : the fecond
committing to her majefty the care

of all the royal offspring under the

age of twenty-one.

This day, as foon as the p. ,

lords were aflembled, the '^
chancellor rofe, and after obferving
trliat it had appeared from the of-

ficial report of the phyficians, that

his majeity had been for fome time
in a Itate of convalefcence, inform-
ed them, that the accounts jull re-

ceived conveyed the happy intelli-

ligence that that improvement was
itill progrelfive ; an information he
was fure which would prove highly
pleafing to every man in the king-
dom. In this fituation of things he
conceived they could not pollibly

proceed
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proceed upon the bill before them ;

arid tlierefore moved, that their lord-

ihips do immediately adjourn to

Tuefday next.

Before the qaefuon was put, the

duke of York rofe, and adurelltd

the houfe in words to the followino;

efieft :
*'•' I truil your lordfhips will

do me the jaltice to believe that no

ferfon in the houfe could feel equi^l

fleafare with myfelf, from the fa-

vourable account which the noble

lord on the wool-fack h;iz given, and
the motion he has made to the

houfe, in which. I entirely concur.

.—I fiiould have had great fa-

tisfadticn in making the fame com-
munication to the houfe, if I had

been enabled to do it from any cer-

tain information. I thought it my
duly yefterday, upon the favourable

reports given to the public, to re-

queft to be admitted to his majcfty's

prefence:—from reafons very ju {li-

vable, I have no doubt, it was not

thought proper that 1 fliould have

that fatisfailion.

From the knowledge I have ofmy
brother's fentiments, though I can

have had no immediate communi-
cation with him upon the fubjcit of

this motion, I am convinced that he

will feel equal if not greater plea-

fure than myfelf at the hopes of his

majeily's recovery, as it muft re-

lieve him from the embarraffment

of the fituaticn in which the bill

would have placed him, which no-

thing but a ftrong fenfe of his duty

to the public would have induced

him to undertake.'*

y , On Tuefday the 24th
'^' the lord chancellor inform-

ed the houfe, that he had on that day

attended his majelly, by his exprefs

command, and had found him per-

feclly recovered ; but that, in order

. fo bring the prefTure of public af-

fairs as gradually as poflible upon'

his mind, he fnould propofc an ad-

journment to the Monday following,

—Oa tnat day the houfe again ad-

journed to ThurfJay the 5ih of

March ; when they were, informedl

by the chancellor, that his majeily

would fignify his further pleafure to

both houfes on the Tuefday follow-

ing.

Before we begin our narrative of

the trahfadtions of the Britifh par-

liament fubfequent to the king's re-

covery, we lliall fubjoin a fhort ac-

count of the proceedings of the par-

liament of Ireland during the im-i

portant period which has fo long oc-

cupied cur attention.

The feflions was opened on the

rth of February by the marquis of
Buckingham, who, in his fpeech

from the throne, informed the two
houfes of the fevere indifpofition

with which the king was afflifled ;

and at the fame time acquainted

them, that he had direfted all the

documents refpefting his majefty's

health which could aflill their deli-

berations to be laid before them.

As foon as the ufual addrefs was
voted, Mr. Fitzherbert, the fecre-

tary to the lord lieutenant, moved
the houfe of commons, " that the

houfe fliould refolve itfelf into a

committee on the Monday fe'nnight,

to take into confideration the Itate

of his majefty's health.'- As the

evident defign of this delay was to

prevent the Iriih parliament from
coming to any refolutions relative

to a regency, before the determina-

tions of the Britifn parliament could

be propofed to them for their cop-

currence, it was ftrongly oppofed, as

derogatory to tlie independance of
that kingdom, and to the dignity

and credit of its parHament. Mr-
Grattan, therefore^ propofed that the

houfe
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Ijoure fliould- meet on the next Wed-
nefday ; and his amendment, after

a long and warm debate, in which

the adminillration of the lord lieu-

tenant was animadverted on with the

greatcit leverity, wa". carried by a

majority ofizS to 74.
At the fame time, a motion made

by the chancellor of the exchequer,

for proceeding immediately upon the

bufinei'i of fupply, preparatory to the

pafling of the money bills, was ne-

gatived ; and the ccnfideration of

fupply put oil to the 1 2th of February.

OnWednefdaytheiith, Mr. Con-
nolly moved, that an addrcfs fhould

be prefented to the prince of Wales,
requeiling him to take on himfelf

the government of that kingdom as

regent, during his majefty's inca-

pacity. This motion gave rife to

a long and violent debate, in which
the attorney general, Mr. Fitzgib-

bon, now chancellor of Ireland, emi-
nently diiUnguilhed himfelf in op-

polition to the motion. It v/as

iuppoited by Mr. Grattan, Mr.
Ponfonby, Mr. Curran, and other

eminent fpeakers ; and was ulti-

mately carried without a divifion.

On Monday the i6th, the houfe

of lords being met purfuant to their

laft adjournment, a motion for a fur-

ther adjournment was made, and re-

jetted. The earl of Charlemont
then moved for an addrefs to the

prince of Wales, fimilar to that

voted by the commons ; whiclij after

fome debate, was carried by a ma-
jority of nineteen. A protelt was
entered, figned by feventeen lords *.

On Thurfday the igth, both
houfes waited upon the Jprd lieute-

nant with their addrefs, and requeft-

ed him to tranfmit the fame. With
this requeft his excellency refufed

^o comply; returning for anfwer,that

under the impreffions he felt of his

official duty, and of the oath he had
taken, he did not conhder himfelf

warranted to lay before the prince

an addrefs, purporting to inveft his

royal highnefs with powers to take

upon him the government of that

realm, before he fhould be enabled
by law fo to do ; and therefore was
obliged to decline tranfmitting their

addrefs to Great Britain.

Upon the return of the commons
to their own houfe, and the anfvver

of the lord lieutenant being reported

to them, Mr. Grattan obfervcd, that:

in a caie fo extremely new, it would
be highly improper to proceeed with
hurry or precipitation ; the houfe

was called upon to a6l with dignity,

firmnefs, and decifion ; and therefore,

that due time might be had for de-

liberation, he would move the quef-

tion of adjournment; the quelHon wa§
put and carried without oppofition.

On the day following Mr. Fitz-

herbert moved, that the lord lieute-

nant's anfwer be entered on the

journals.

Mr. Grattan faid, he was fatisfied

to let the anfwer be entered on the

journals, in order to make way for

forae refolutions which he intended

to propofe, as necefTary to carry the

intention of the two houfes into ef-

fc^, and as a vindication of their

honour and conlVituticnal conduft.

The anfu'cr being entered on the

journals, Mr.'G rattan moved, "That
his excellency the lord lieutenant

having thought proper to decline to

trani'mit to his royal highnefs George
prince of Wales, the addrefs of both
houfes of parliament, a competent
number of members be appointed by
this houfe to prefent the faid addrefs
to his royal highnefs."

'ihe queilion on Mr. Grattan's

* See State Papers.

motion
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jijotion was then put, and pafTed

without any dividon; whereupon he

jnoved, " That Mr. Connolly do
attend the lords with the faid refo-

lution, and acquaint them, that this

houfe requefts them to appoint

members of their own body to

join with the members of the com-

.

nions in prefenting the faid ad-
drefs."

This dfo pafTed without any di-

vifton ; and Mr. Connolly went up
to the Lords accordingly.

The melTage received in reply

was, " that the lords had concurred
*' in the refolution of the commons,
•' and had appoii\ted his grace the

" duke of Leinller and the earl of
" Charlemont to join with fuch
*' members as the commons fhould

and after a long debate, the houfc di-

vided ; for the queilion 1 30, againft

it 71.

Mr. Grattan, after feme com-
ments on the preceding debate, and
the decifion of the houfe, made an-

other motion, in purport, " that it

" is the opinion of this houfe, that

" the anfwer of his excellency the
*' lord lieutenant to both houfes, in

" refufmt; to tranfmit the faid ad-
" drcfs, is ill-advifed, and tends to

" convey an unwarrantable and un-
" confiitutional cenfure on the con-
" dua of both houfes."

The attorney general moved, as

an amendment, to preface this re-

folution with the following words,
'* that this houfe, uninformed of
" the motive that impreffed his

appoint to prefent the addrefs of '* excellency's mind, and unac-

both houfes to his royal highnefs

" the prince of Wales."
Mr. Grattan then moved, " that

" the right honourable Thomas
" Connolly, right honourable J.
*' O'Neil, right honourable W. B.
*• Ponfonby, and J. Stewart, Efq;
" Ihould be appointed commiflion-
" ers on the part of the commons,
" for the purpofe of prefenting the

" addrefs to his royal highnefs the
** prince of Wales;" and they were

appointed accordingly.

Thefe motions having paffed,

Mr. Grattan then moved, " that

" the two houfes of parliament
*' had difcharged an indifpenfable

*' duty, in providing for the third

•* eftate cf the Irifli conftitution

" (rendered incomplete through the

** king's incapacity) by appointing

" the prince of Wales regent of
" Ireland."

The motion was oppofed princi-

pally on the ground^ t its being con-

fidered as the fou .dation of a vote

of cenfuie oa the lord lieutenant

;

quaiuted with his private iallruc-

" tions, or the tenor of his oath,"

&c.

The houfe being divided on this

amendment, there appeared for it

78, againft it 119.

Capt. Burgh then propofed an

amendment, to add the following

words to the original refolution,

" Inafm.uch as the faid lords and
" commons have proceeded to ap-
" point his royal highnefs, &c. il-

" legally and unconftitutionally.'*

This amendment was negatived

without a divifion.

Mr. Grattan's original motion of

cenfure was then put ; on which the

houfe divided; and there appeared

for the motion 115, againft it 83.

On the 25 th the report of the

feveral refoUition^ of the commit-
tee of fupply being brought up,

and that which provides for the

payment of the intereft of the na-

tional debt, the annuities, and efta-

blifliments, being read, Mr. Grat-

tan propofed, that the words " for

«« two
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" two months, ending the 26th of
" May 1789," be added.

Upon this occafion, Mr. Brown-
low oblerved, that though no party

man, he thought it nece/Tary to pro-

ceed with caution. Some differ-

ence had arifen between his excel-

lency the governor and the two

houfes. He ftiould never forget

the affair of lord Townfliend, who
prorogued the parliament, and pro-

tefted againft their proceedings, for

the commons exercifing a right of

ciginating bills of fupply ; a right

in which lay the e/Tence of all

their privileges. What lord Townf-
hend did, lord Buckingham might
do, if they pafled the fupply for a

year ; nay, he might and perhaps

would dilTolve them, and then how
could they look at their conflitu-

ents ; who would fay, " You have

f* deferved all this; for when we
•* put our purfe in yo'ir hands, you
*' fooliiliiy let go the firings ?".

The attorney genernl faid, that

he recoUefted the event referred to

by the honourable gentleman ; and
remembered too, that the houfe

voted an addrefs of thanks when
they next met, which addrefs colt

the nation half a million of money.
On the queRion put, there ap-

peared for the amendment. Ayes
104, Noes 85.

Mr. Grattan then moved, that

the army be provided for but to the

25th of May ; which was likewife

c;irried. Ayes 102, Noes 77.
The committee of the two

houfes arrived n\ London on the

25th, and the day following pre-

fented their addrefs to the prince
of Wales at Carlton Houfe. As the

convalefccnt llate of his majefly'3

health was at this time apparent, hi«

royal highncfs, after returning his

warmell thanks for the addrefs, and
expreffmg the fatisfac>ion he receiv-

ed from the proof it afforded of their

loyal and aftcftionate attachment
to the perfon and government of
the king, acquainted them with the

fortunate change that had taken:

place. Within a few days, he
hoped, that the joyful event of his

majefty's refuming his government
would enable him to give them a
final anfwcr, and make it only ne-
cefTary for him to repeat thofe fen-

ti-nents of gratitude and affedioa
to the loyal and generous people
of Ireland, which he felt indelibly

imprinted on his heart.

On the 14th of March the lord
lieutenant went in ftate to the houfe
of peers ; and having acquainted
the two houfes with the kind's reco-
very, addrefles of congratuiatioa

Were immediately voted to his

majcfty.

On the 23d, the members of
the committtee appointed to wait
upon the prince of Wales, be-
ing returned to Dublin, reported

to the two houfes the final anfwer
of his royal his royal highnefs [See
State Papers, p. 315.] ; which waj
ordered to be inlerted in their

journals, and ao addrefs 01 thank*
Vi'as vaied.

«HAP.
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CHAP. VI.

Neiu cDinmiJJion ijjued in confequence cf :he king's rcco'very. Speech of the

commtjjioners to the t-LVohoufes. A Uirejfes of thanks and congralulation.

Mr. Fox's ohfeyvaiions upon the addrejs of the houje of commons. Ad-
drefes to the aiieen. Debate on the ordnance extraordinarics. ^uejlion of
fortifying the Weji India Ifnnds difcufed j plan oppofed by general Biir-

goyne, Mr. Courtenay, and Mr. Sheridan ; fupported by Mr. Pitt and colo-

7tel Phipps. Mr. Beaifoy^s billfor cc7nmcmorating the re'volution, pafjes the

hotfe of commons, rejeiied by the lords. Mr. Fox movesfor the repeal of the

Jhop tax ; agreed to by Mr. Pitt. Prea?nble to the bill of repeal objeSled,

Rejlridiions on hankers and pedlars taken off. Miffagefrom the king rela-

tive to the public thankfgiving day, and the refolutions of the hoife of cotn-

mons thereon. Mr.Beaufoy's t/iotion for repecling the corporation and teji

ads, fupported by Mr. Smith and Mr. Fox, and oppofed by 'lord North

and Mr. Pitt % loji by a majority of only 20. J'he earl Stanhope' s billfor

repealing certain penal ftatutes rejedcd on thefccond reading. The confide-

ration of the f.aue trade poftponei to the next fcffions. Mr. Grenville made

fecretary^fJlate, ajid Mr. Henry Addingtonfpcaker of the houfe of commons.

Budget opened. Animad-verfons thereon. Motion by Mr. Sheridan for a
fiei'j committee of finance. 'the report of the committee of I'j'&G defended

by Mr. Gren-uille. Plan opened by Mr. Pitt for transferring the tobacco

duties to the excife. Strong oppoftion made to it by the mamfaclurers, and

in both houfes of parliament. Extraoi dinary conduct of the chancellor,

hidia budget opened by Mr. Dundas ; animad'verted on by Mr. Francis.

Bill paffed to enable the compa^iy to add one million to their capital. Pro-

ceedings relative to the tried of Mr. Hafiings. His petition to the houfe of

commons, cojuplaining of Mr. Burke ;
proceedings of the houfe, and refolution

moved thereon. Libel on the houfe ofcommons, ordered to be prrfecuted. Ap-
plicationfrom the French government for the exportation offour, voted in^

admiffible. Seffions prorogued.

f-^ N this day the the name of the coirimiffioners, and
March 10. ^^ commons, with acquainted them, that his majefty

their fpeaker, being at the bar of being recovered from his late i'jvere

the houi'e of lords, the lord chan- indifpofition, and enabled to attend

cellor informed them, that his ma- the public affairs of his kingdom,

jefly, not thinking fit to be then pre- had commanded them to convey his

fent in his royal perfon, had caufed warmell acknowledgments for the

a commiffion to be iffucd, autho- additional proofs which they had

rizing the ccmmiffioners, who had given of their affedtionate attach-

been appointed by former letters ment to his perfon, and of their

patent to hold that parHament, to zealous concern for the honour and

open and declare certain farther interefts of his crown, and the fecu-

caufes for holding the fame. The rity and good government of his

commiffion being read, the chan- dominions,

cellor addreffed the two houfes in

That
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That they were likejvife ordered

by his majefty to acq'iaint them,

that, fince the clofe of the lall {t[-

fion, he had concluded a treaty of

dcfcnfive alliance with the king cf

Pruflia, copies of which would be

laid before them; that his majcfty's

endeavours were employed during

the lad fummer, in conjundion with

his allies, in order to prevent, as

much as poflible, the extenfion of
hoflilitics in the north, and to ma-
nifeft his defire of effefting a ge-

neral pacification ; that no opportu-

nity would be neglected on his part

to promote this falutary objedl:; and
that he had, in the mean time, the

fatisfadion of receiving from all fo-

reign courts continued afTurances

of their friendly difpofitions to this

country.

The honfe of commons were then

told, that the eftimates for the cur-

rent year would forthwith be laid

before them; and that his majelly

was perfuaded of their readinefs to

make the necellary provifions for

the feveral branches of the public

fervice.

An addrefs of congratulation and
thanks was moved in the houfe of
lords by the earl of Cheltcr field,

and feconded by the earl of Cath-
cart; and in the houfe of commons
by earl Gower and Mr. Yorke, and
voted fttm. con.

Some doubts were exprefled by
lord Stanhope, refpefling the regu-
larity of their proceedings, and
their not having his majefty's reco-

very afcertalned in the manner pro-
vided in the regency bill, which were
over-ruled by the lord chancellor.

In the lower houfe, Mr. Fox ob-
fervcd, that though the praifc be-
ftowed in the king's fpeech upon
the late proceedings of the two
houfes, appeared dehgned to pre-

vent his joining in the addrefs, yet
he fliould readily do fo, confidering
it merely as the minifter's eulogiuni

on himfclf. That it was to be con'
fidered in no other light he was con-
fident, becaufe it fell to hia lot to
know from authority, that thofe who
could alone inform his majefly of the
reafons and grounds of the different

opinions and dodriues which had
been formed and maintained, had
not an opportunity of giving him
any fuch information ; and he knew
his majefty's fenfe of duty and re-

gard to jufticc too well, to believe,

that, without any explanation on the
fubjedt, his raajefty would give a de-
cided opinion. At the fame time he
remarked, that on fuch a day as that^

he conceived, at leaft, that the right
honourable gentleman might have
been kept in the back ground, in
order to let his majeily ftand for-

ward as the only prominent figure.

An addrefs of congratulation to
the queen was alfo propofed by the
cari of iJoreton and lord Hawkef-
bury, and by the marquis of Gra-
ham and Mr. Hamilton in the lower
houfe, and voted unanimcufly.

Thefirftfubjeaofde- ^.^ , .

bate that occurred in the
''^^^^^^ ^^'

hciife of commons, was amotion for

a Turn cf 2i8,ocol. to be granted
for the extraordinarics of the ord-
nance. This demand was made in

confequence of a plan formed by
the mailer general for fortifying, to

a certain extent, the Weii India

Iflands. In fupport of the plan it

v/as urged, that the iflands, in their

prcfent ftate, were expofed defence-
lefs to the fudden attack of an enemy;
and that for the want of fuch forti-

fications, feveral of them, during

the laft war, were captured even
while our fleets were fuperior in thofe

feas; which captures would have

X hsca
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"been prevented, had the iflands been

in a fituation to have held out for a

Ihort time. It was allowed that the

iflands muft ultimately depend upon

the fleet, but that the combined

flrength of a fleet, and of forts,

uoLild add much greater iafety to

them than could poihbly be expeded

from a fleet alone, which could not

be prefent every where at the fame

time.

On the other hand it was faid,

that in iflands where there were but

few landing-places, fortifications

might be nccelTary in order to guard,

at the beginning of a war, againft

furprife ; but that fortifications were

no defence againit the enemy, fo as

to preferve thofe iflands during a

courfe of war, and might prove a

difadvar.tage rather than an advan-

tage. Forlnftance, fhould an enemy

on landing threaten a commander

of a garrifon, that if he did not

capitulate, they would fet fire to the

iiland and burn the whole of it: in

fuch a cafe, it was much to be

doubted whether the clamour of the

planters, their threats to join the

enemy fooner than have their plan-

tations deftroyed, and a variety of

other circumrtances, might not

oblige the bell officer to capitulate.

But fuppofing an ifland v/as taken,

what would a French ofiicer fay,

when called upon to capitulate, and

threatened v^dth the devaftation of

the ifland ? His anfwer would be,

« In the name of mifchicf burn

away 1" He would know, that at

the end of the war in all probability

the ifland would be relbred by

France to Great Britain, and there-

fore the lefs valuable it was ren-

dered, the better. Fortifications,

therefore, would in effeft prove a

difTervice to us, and an advantage

t« tlie en?iny, becaufe it was evi-

dent we could not ufe the famff

means of regaining an iflard as the

enemy might reiort to for tlie pur-

pofe of obtaining its furrender.

The plan was further objeded to,

on account of the uncertainty of
the expence attending it, and the

number of additional troops it would
require. The chancellor of the

exchequer had llated the amount of

the expence at about i8o,cool. ; but

he had at the fame time faid, he

could only guefs that it would be

about the fum that he had men-
tioned, but it was impoffible for him
to afcertain it. Before they pro-

ceeded to vote fo enormous an ex-

pence, they ought to have the efti-

mates upon the table, and ftiould be
prepared to vote next year an in-

creafe of men to double, perhaps to

treble, the number now voted for

the defence of the Weft India

Iflands; not to mention that the

climate of that country was fo un-

healthy, that it was generally deem-
ed the grave of the Britiih foldier;

it often happening that one third

of the troops fent there died within

three months, another part were in

the hofpital, and not more than a
third were capable of anfwering the

muftcr roll and doing duty.

In reply to thefe objections it was
urged, that fortifications were ad-

mitted to be of ufe againft a coup de

main, in iflands where there were but

few landing-places, and that this was
the cafe in almoft every ifland in the

Well Indies. Few of tnem had
landing places but on one fide of the

ifland, in confequence of the trade

winds, which blew fo ftrong in thofe

feas, that fliips could not make the

ftiore on the leeward fide, and the

mere efpecially, as the coaft of mofl:

of thofe iflands was exceedingly-

rocky aod dangerous. As a farther

proof
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On this dtiy a motionproof of the ufe of fortifications, the

circumftances of the capture of the

ifland of Martinique, during the

courfeoftne war before the lall, was
mentioned. Tnat ifland had then

been attacked by i5,ooomen, and it

was almoil a vear before they could

obtain a capitulation, tio' garrifo.^ed

by only 800 men. With rcfpe£t to

the devailation of plantation, it' the

planters were fo little our friends as

to wilh to go over to our enemies,

the fortifications were of ufe, by
enabling the commander, even in

fpite of the planters themfelves, to

hold out> and preferve the ifland till

afTiltance could be given by our
fleets.

The unhealthincfs of the climate

had been infilled upon ; but this cir-

cumfhnce, it was fald, furnifhed an
argument in favour of prin'ervi.ig

ftationary garrifons in thofe iflands

:

becaufe, much depcndt-d on the fea-

foning of the troops there employ-
ed. The 60th regiment, for in-

ftance, which was kept there, and
by long habit was fully fcafoned to

the climate, was found infinitely

more ferviceable than twice the

number of other troops. As to the

number that might be required in

the whole, it was lufHcient to anfwer,

that during peace the preffnt efta-

blilhment would be fufficiciit; and
that in cafe of war, a fmaller num-
ber, with the advantage of fortifi-

cations, would doubtlels be more
ferviceable than a much larger with-
out.

The fpeakers in fuppcrr of the
plan of fortification, were Mr. Piit

and colonel Phipps; in oppolition to

it, general Burgoyne, Mr. Courte-
nay, and Mr. Stieridan.—The relo-

lution for granting the furn demand-
ed was voted without a divilion.

Vol. XXXI.

) u '\/i n March 24.
was made by Mr. Beau- ^

foy, for leave to bring in a bill,

" To eflablifh a perpetual anniver-
" fary thankf'giving to Almighty
" Godj for having, by the glorious
'•' revolution, delivered this nation
" from arbitrary power, and to com-
*' memorate annually the confirma-
" tion of the people's riglits."—

•

After along eulogium upo ; the re-

volution, Mr. Beaufoy adJtrd, that

if the Houfe fhould approve of the

motion, he would propofe that the^

bill fhould contain that brief but
Comprehenfive abitraft of the rights

and privileges of the people, wliich

is exhibited in th; bill of rights, and
fliould be annually read in our
church.s as a part of the lervice.of

the day.

The motion was feconded by lord

Muncaller, and oppoftd by fir Ri-
chard Hill as unneceHary, that event
being exprefsly commemorated in

the form of prayer appointed for

the fifth of November. The mo-
tion, however, was agreed to, and
the bill pafled, and was carried to

the lords ; where it was rejeded on
the firit reading, after a fhort con-
verfation, in which tiie bilhop of
Bangor pointed out the fcveral parts

of tne fervice of the fifth of No-
vember, which had been added and
altered for the purpofe of comme-
morating the revolution.

On the fecohd of Aoril, . .,

r. I'ox renewed his an-

nual motion for tne repeal of the

ihop tax. fie began with remark-
ing, tiiat in the various deijaresthAt

had taken place upon it year aff.T

year, the eneniicsof this tax and hs

inpporters met each other, on this

fair iilue. I'he latter contended that

it was not a lax which v,js uhi-
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mately to fall upon the (hop-keepers,

but upcn their cuftomers ; whillt the

former maintained that it was adu-
ally a perfonal tax, which could not

poflibly be drawn from the cullomers,

and which mull of courfe fall upon

the (hop -keepers. Both fides ad-

mitted that according to the prin-

ciple on which the tax was impofed,

the fhop-keeper was to pay it in the

firft inftance, but was afterwards to

reimburfe himfelf by charging it on

the goods fold by him to his cuf-

tomers. Both fides differ upon the

tnatter of fad, whether the fhop-

kceper could in reality reimburfe

himfelf at all ; one fide infilling that

he could, the other ftrenuoufly main-

taining that he could not.

Mr. Fox then faid, that he confi-

dered the pcrfeverance of the ihop-

keepers in praying for a repeal of it,

as a ftrong prefumption that the

tax lay entirely upon them ; for men
would not give thcmfelves and par-

liament fo much trouble, to feek re-

lief from the burden of a tax, which
it was in their power to throw upon
the (houlders of others. The fhop-

kecpers ofLondon, Weltminfter, and
of Southw^rk were moil liable to the

oppreflion of this tax, and, confe-

quently, beft enabled to judge whe-
ther they felt it to be opprcffive or

not; and they had unanimoufly,

fleadily, and unremittingly oppofed

the tax, on the ground that it was
oppreiTive to an intolerable de-

gree.

Amongft other objedions to the

tax, he ftated that, after three years

continuance, it did not appear to be
a growing tax ; on the contrary, it

was evident, from the papers before

the houfe, that the produce of the tax

in Wellminller alone, for the laft year,

fell four thoufand pounds ihort of

the produce of the tax in Weflmin-»

llcr for the preceding year.

The chancellor of the exchequer

then rofe, and faid, that though he

confidered it to be his duty, gene-

rally, to refill any attempt to decreafe

the revenue by the repeal of taxes,

objedled to by perfons who were moll

likely to be affeded by them, and-

though, in the prefent cafe, as far

as argument went, he had heard no-

thing to induce him to change his

own fentiments, yet, when he found
thole fentiments contradided by the

pofitive afiertions of thofe who had
tried the elFed of the tax during the

Ipace of three years, and obferved

the general concurrence of all of
that defcripticn, he thought it no
longer proper to oppofe to their feel-

ings and experience any opinions of
his own mind founded on theory,

and therefore he ftiould not refill the

motion.

The bill for the repeal of the

Ihop tax, being brought in by Mr,
Fox, the preamble, in which that tax

was Itated to have been found par-

tial and oppreflive, and contrary to

juft principles of taxation, was ob-

jeded to by Mr. Pitt, who moved
that thofe words fhould be left out,

and the following inferted in their

room, " whereas it is expedient to

repeal." Mr. Fox remarked upon
this oppofition, that he believed the

words objeded to, or words to that

effed, had been ufed by the right

honourable gentleman himfelf; that

however he Ihould not prefs for a

divifisn of the houfe upon the fub-

jed.

In confequence of the repeal of
the Ihop tax, the additional tax and
rellridions which had been laid upon
hawkers and pedlars were alfo, upoa

a motifin ofMr.Pempfter's,taken off.

Mr.
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g , . ., Mr. Pitt acquainted
ecu April,

^j^^ ^^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^

commanded by his majelly to in-

form this houfe, that his majelly

has appointed Thurlday, the 23d of

this initant April, to be obferveJ as

a day oF public thankfgiving to Al-

mighty God, for that fignal inter-

pofition of his good providence,

which hath removed from his ma-
jefty the late iiltiefs with which he

hath been affliifted ; and for the

greater folemnity of that day, his

majeily will go to Saint Paul's

churchy to return thanks to Al-

mighty God for the great mercy
which hath been extended to him;
and his majelly hath been pleafed to

give the neceffary orders for provid-

ing convenient places in the fald

cathedral for the members of this

houfc. Upon which it was refolved,

" That the humble thanks of this

houfe be returned to his majefty, for

his majeftv's gracious favour in com-
municating to this houfe his intention

of going to Saint Paul's church

upon the day of thankfgiving ap-

pointed by his majefty, and for hav-

ing been pleafed to give orders for

providing convenient places in the

faid cathedral for the members of

this houfe."

Ordered, " That the thanks of

this houfe be returned to his ma-
jefty, by fuch members of this houfe

as are of his majefty's moft honour-

able privy council."

Refolved, " That this houfe will

attend, as an houfe, in Saint Paul's

church, upon the day appointed for

a public thankfgiving."

Ordered, " That a committee be
appointed to confider of the manner
of this houfe going to Saint Paul's

church, on Thurlday the 23d day
of this inftant April, and of fuch re-

gulations as may be neceffary to be

obferved f^r the prefervation of or-

der upon that occafion."

And a committee was appointed

accordingly.

On this day Mr. Beau- o.l -vr .

foy moved the houfe for a ' ^*

committee to take into confideration

fo much of the Teft and Corporation
acts as related to proteftant dilfen-

ers. He opened his fpeech with an
account of the reafons which had in-

duced the diffenters to renew their

applicationi to parliament ; and with

a few remarks on the temperate con-
duvfl which had diftinguifhed their

proceedings. He was perfectly a-

v/are, that among them, as in all large

fociecies, intemperate individuals

might be found ; but that to impute
to diffenters the unauthorifed lan-

guage and unfanclioned afperitics

of fuch men, would be as abfurd as

to expetl that in a large multitude

no man of a peculiar caft of mind,

who meafured all opinions by a
ftandard of his own, was ever

to be found. It is only by the

tenor and general fpirit of their

condudt that large focieties can

ever be juftly tried ; and meafured

by that ftar.dard, whether as faith-

ful and affeflioiiate fupporters of hij

majefty 's illuurious houfe, or as ci-

tizens zealoufly attached to the con-

ftitution, or as proteftants who, ia

doubtful and difficult emergencies,

have proved themfelves friends to

the eftablifhed church, the diffenters,

he faid, would be found on a level

with the moft diftinguiftied of theit

fellow fubjedls. He then proceeded

to ftate the fame arguments in favour

of a repeal of the ads complained

of, which he had befjre urged ia

the year 1787, and which, having

already given the fubftance of

them, it is unneceffary fcr us now to

repeat.

[K] i Mr.



148] ANNUAL^ REGISTER, 17^9.

Mr. Beaufoy's motion was oppofed

in a long and able fpeech by lord

North, and fupported by Mr. Smith

(member for Sudbury) and by Mr.
Fox ; the latter of whom, in anAver

10 the argument, that the admiflion

to offices of truit and power, of

perfons entertaining opinions con-

trary to thofe of the eftablifhed

church, might endanger its eftablilh-

ment, contended with great ingenu-

ity that it was unjuft and tyrannical

to infer the future conduft of men
from the fpeculallve opinions they

entertained ; and ftill more fo, to make
that inference the ground of pre-

vious punifliment. Mr. Pitt replied

to Mr. Fox, and argued, that go-

vernment had a right to prevent any

civil inconvenience which fuch opi-

nions might produce, without wait-

ing till by their being carried into

aftion, the inconvenience had aftu-

ally arifen. He confidered the eftab-

lifhed church as a part of the con-

ftitution of the country, and the afts

in qacllion as juftifiable on the prin-

ciple of felf-defence. They had

now exifted for above a century, and

had ever been looked upon as one of

the props and bulwarks of the con-

ftitution. He fpoke of the great

quiet that obtained at prefent rela-

tive to religious differences ; and faiu,

if there was any thing that could in-

terrupt the harmony and moderation

which fubfifted between feds, once

contending v/ith great virulence and

afperity, it would be by awakening

a competition, and re-kindling the

fparks of ancient animofity, which

mutual forbearance had almoft ilifled

and extinguifhed.

The tioufe at length divided ; when
there appeared for the motion 102,

agaitill it 122.

Soon after this debate, the earl

Stanhope, in the upper houfe, moved

for leave to bring in a bill " for re-

lieving members of the church of

England from fundry penalties and

difabilities, to which by the laws now
in force they may be liable, and for

extending freedom in matters of re-

ligion to all perfons (papills only ex-

cepted), and for other purpofes

therein mentioned."

- As the foundation of this bill be

laid before their lordlhips an account

ofall the penal laws, whether exiiling,

obfolete, or repealed, which hadbeea
enafled from the earlieft times, upon
matters of religion, forcery, and va-

rious other fubjedts ; and urged the

injuRice as well asdifgrace of fuffer-

ing them to remain any longer

amongll our llatutes.

The bill, which was rejefled on
the fecond reading, befides repealing

all the afore-mentioned ftatutes, en-

aded, that all perfons (papifts, oa
account of their perfecuting and dan-

gerous principles only excepted)

Ihall have free liberty to exercife

their religion ; and by fpeaking,

writing, printing, and publllhing, or

by all or any of the faid ways or

means, to inveftigate religious fub-

jeds ; and by preaching and teach-

ing to inllruft perfons in the duties

of religion, in fuch manner as every

fuch perfon refpedtively fhall judge
the mofc conducive to promote vir-

tue, the happinefs of focietv, and

the eternal felicity of mankind.

The bill was oppofed by the arch-

biHiop of Canterbury, and thebilhops

ofBangor,St.Afaph, and St. David's.

They admitted that a revifion of the

penal afts in quellion might be ne-

ceffary ; but they objedted to the bill,

on account of the extent to which it

went, and the wide door it opened to

every fpecies of licentioufnefs and

irreligion.

Th9
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S2tli Mav
'^^^ confideraticn of

^' the flave trade, which in

conformity to a r.folution pafled by
the houfe of commons lall year,

ought to have been refumed early in

the prefent lefiions, was, on account
of the p-culiar circumftances of the

times, deferred till the i2thofMay.
A large and elaborate report from
the privy council was laid upon the

table, and feveral petitions, both for

and againlt the propofed abolition

of the trade, were prefented to the

houfe. As thisfubject has fince un-
dergone a more complete invelliga-

tion, than the materials then in the

poircflion of the houfe enabled them
to accomplilh, and will confequently
come again under our notice, we
Ihall beg leave to refer our readers

for the prefent to the twelve refolu-

tions which were prefenred by Mr.
Wilberforce to the houfe, and which
they will find in the Appendix to the

Chronicle, page 268. Thefejefo-
lutions were founded on the report
of the committee of he privy coun-
cil, and were introduced by Mr.
Wilberforce in a fpeech of extraor-

dinary merit. The houfe afterwards
fat for fome days in a committee, to

hear the evidence ottered by the pe-
titioners intereftcd in the Have trade ;

snd after fome progrefs therein, ad-
journed the further confideration of
the matter to the next feffions. The
bill brought in by S'.r William Dol-
ben, for regulating the tranfpcrta-

tion of flaves from Africa to the

Weft India iflands, was by another
pdt continued and amended.

Early in the month of June, lord

Sydney rcfigned the office of lecre-

tary ot ftatc in the home department,
and Mr. Grenviile was immediately
appointed in his room. This again
occahoned a vacancy in the chair of
the houfe of commons, which was

fupplied by Mr. Henry Addirgton.
Sir (li'bert Eliiot was again pro-
pofed for that high office, and his

claims fupported not without fome
remarks on the overbearing influ-

ence of the minifter, and the youth
and inexperience of Sir Gilbert's

competitor. The houfe divided on
the queUinn ; when there appeared
for Mr. Addingtcn 215, for Sir Gil-
bert Elliot 142.
On the loth of June the chan-

cellor of the exchequer opened the
budget few- the year. He ftated the
total of the fupplics voted for the

current year to be 5,730,000!. cx-
clufive of the annual account of re-

newed exchequer bills. Ai ways and
means to provide for this fupoly,

he took, the land and malt tax at

2,750,0001. ; a loan of 1 ,c©o,ooo 1.

;

profits on a lottery, 271,000!.; by
Ihort annuities, 191,000!. ; from the

confolidated fund, 1,530,000!. —
making in all 5,742,000!.
The firll queition that naturally

occurred upon this ftatemeiit, was,
whether the confolidated fund was
equal to the payment charged upon
it ? He laid, the average produce
of the.two lail years of ail the taxes
was 12,478,0001. The year pre-
ceding thofe had indeed fa !en Ihort

300,000!. but that this was to be ac-
counted for from peculiar circum-
Itances ; and there was no doubt that

the preient and future years would
e.vceed that average. The perma-
nent charges on ttiis fund, conhlling

of the interell of the national debt,

cliarges of management, civil lift,

and a million to be laid out in

purchafe of ftock, amounted to

11,278,000!. leaving a furplus of
1,700,000!.

Mr. Fitt then .applied thefe fa«fls

to the two objeds which the com-
mittee of finance, in 1786, had par-

[ A^ ] 3 ticularly
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ticularly undor confideration ; iirft,

whether we could pay the extraor-

dinciry expences which muft accrue

before we arrived at a regular

pt-ace eftablilliment, without a loan ?

—and next, wht'ther the revenue was

equal to the lum Hated by the com-
inittee of accourits as neceflary to

pay the annual ellabHfhments, and

the inte-eit of the public debt, and

to have a furplus of one million an-

nually towards its liquidation ?

from 1786 we had raifed no

money by loan; it was now pro-

pokd to raife one million; and we
had fince that time increafed the

navy debt 500,000!. But vvhat

had been the extraordinary ex-

pences fuice that time ? We had

paid 3,500;OCol. above the average

peace ellablifliment : we had paid,

bt-iides, 852,000!. to the Icyalifts

;

2l6,oooi. for the prince of Wales's

debts; 2lo,oool. for the debts of

the civil lift; and 253,0001. for the

expence of the armament laft year

:

which fums, taken together, were

equal to the additional navy debt

iacured, and the million nov/ to be

borrowed. So that although in

three years 3,500,000!. had been

paid above the calculation of the

con-.mittee, and 3,750,000!. for the

red utlion ot the national debt, with

which above lour millions of debt

had been actually paid, and 1 20,0001.

brought anniaily to the fmking

fund, had it not been for thofe un-

forefeen expences we fhould not only

have been able to provide for the

extraordinary million wanted this

year without any additional burden

on the people, but we fhould not

even have wanted a fubftiture for

the ihcp tax. Under thofe circum-

Itances, he might congratulate the

country, that the hopes which he

had entertained wax well founded.

and that the calculations of the

committee had been verified to a

degree of accuracy foldom to be

expeiled in fuch calculations.

His next A.itement \v3.s that of the

permanent income. It had been

declared by the fame committee,

that 1^,500,000!. revenue was ne-

cefliiry to defray the annual ex-

pences, and leave one million to be

applied to the reduiftion of the debt.

How did it (land at prefent? On an

average of the laft two years it ap-

peared to be (including the land

and malt tax) 15,573,000!. nearly

exceeding by ioo,oool. what the

committee had thought to be necef-

fary. There was, therefore, no dif-

appointment with regard to the per-

manent income. It was not then ne-

cefTary to fay much to convince the

committee that the finances were

in as good a fituation as there ever
.

had been any reafon held out to

expedl? he had neither been accef-

fary to deceiving the public, nor

been deceived himfelf; and the

new burdens to be impofed ought

to be borne with as much cheer-

fulnefs as any which were impofed

on fair grounds, and for neceflary

purpofes.

The million to be raifed by loan

he meant to borrow upon annuities

with benefit of farvivorfhip ; by
which means, in time, it mail ex-

tinguifh itfelf, and no addition be
made to the public debt. Calcu-

lating on the molt approved tables

of lives, and reckoning the intereft

of money from the three per cents,

at about four per cent, he had found

that the intereft on the whole would

be about 4I. los. per cent. The
perfons who agreed for the whole,

had allowed a fmall premium of

2,500!. It was part of the terms

that no more than loool. a year

fhould
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fliould ever be received on the fum firft, and three for all the reft: on
of lool. a matter not of much con- two horfes no addition for the firft,

fequence perhaps, bat as it might but five {hilHngs for the fecond ; on
guard againft any uncommon length three, fojr, or five horfes, feven and
of furvivorlhip, fo far it was in fa- fixpence for all above one; on more
vourof the public. The fubfcribers than five, ten (hillings; making in

were divided into fix clafles, and it all, with the additional ftamp duties,

was computed tliat an equal fum about in.oool.

would be fubfcribed by each; but as

more of one might offer than of any

other, the contradors were not to be

confined on this head. The intcreft,

therefore, could not be precifely af-

certained till the fubfcription was full,

but might be taken at 44,750!. To
re-place the fum lent from the civil

Jilt, he meant to ralfe 191,000!. * by
fliort annuities, which the inftal-

ments received in payment would
anfwer; and in doing this he had

made an economical bargain for the

public.

During the courfe of the preced-

ing year the (hop tax had produced

about 56,0001. which, with the ton-

tine annuities, would make nearly

loo,oool. to be raifed by new taxes.

To do this he propofed an augmen-
tation of certain ftamp duties. ift.

An additional halfpenny on every

newfpaper, which would produce

28,000!.; fixpence additional on
each advertifement, 9000I. ; fix-

pence additional on caids and dice,

9000I.; an additional duty on pro-

bates of wills, in proportion to the"

fum bequeathed, 10,261!.; on lega-

cies to collateral relations, 5000I.;

making in all, by ftamp duties,

69,261!. On horfes and carriages.

—On one carfiage an additional of
one eighth of the prefent duty; on

two an additional of one pound for

the firft, and of two for tne fecond;

on three or mere, one pound for the

To this ftatement of the finances

many weighty objections were made
—It was urged in general, that the

neceffity they were then under, of
having recourfe to new loans and
new taxes, after a period of lix

years peace, was itfclf a fulHcient

proof that our finances were not in

the condition they were reprcfented

to be. The unforefeen contingen-

cies of expence, which had been
alledged as the caufe of the prefent

difficulty, could not be calculated at

more than 6oo,oool., that is, for

three years, 20c,oool. a year; for

the loyalifts had been paid by lot-

teries, and the 3,500,000!. ftated

to be the excefs above the regular

peace eflablillied, only proved that

the original eftimate was delufive-,

and that the eftablifhment was taken

too lo«'—^Tt was boafted thra three

millions of the national debt had
been difchargcd—But on the other

hand, befides the increased navy
debt of 500,000!. one million of
additional exchequer bills had been
iffued, another million was now to

be borrowed, and two millions had
been received from the Eaft India

Company. So that with the affif-

tance of four millions, the miniftcr

had fucceed in the notable attempt

of paying three millions of national

debt.—Mr. Sheridan pledged him-
ie\i '.fat theie fads v/ould be found

true, if Mr. Pitt would confent that

• This fum had been lent to the Dutch goverr.rr.ent, and wns to be repaid by
jindahiients.

[/:] 4. the
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the whole bufmefs fhould be re-

ferred CO a new committee, fuch a

one as might t-afily be cbtauied in

that houie, of independent mem-
bers, chofen indifferently, and not

fuch a committee as made the re-

port, upon which the miniiter found-
ed all his arguments in his own
favour, and to which, upon all

pccafionsj he retreated fur protec-

tion.

The fubjeft was fome time after

refumcd by Mr. Sheridan, upon a

motion for the appointment of fuch

a committee as he had before de-

fcribcd. Jn a long and able i'pcech

on this occafion, ns underto(;k to

prove the four following piopuli-

tions :—Tnac the report of the com-
mittee, appointed in 1786. founded
jn fadl, nor verified by experiment

—That, for the three lalt years, the

expenditure has exceeded the in-

come two miilicns, and may be ex-

pected to do fo for three years to

come—That no progrefs has hi-

therto been made in the reduftion

"pf the public debt—That there is

EO g"Ound for rational expedati .n,

that any progrefs can be made wuh-
O'Jt a confiderable ii.creafe of the

annual income, or redudion of the

cxpences.

In fupporr of the fii ft propofiiicn,

Mr. Sneridan faid, that ihe com-
mittee naa dcciared i: to be their

opinion, upoo a fair comparifon be-

tween the extraordinary expenditure

and the extraordinary means, that

the latter would be adequate to the

fupf ly of the former, without a loan.

A loan .lad, however, actually taken

place.— i'he committee had further

declared rhac the annual income, ex-

chifive ofiand and malt tax, would be

1 2 794,'col. Mow upon an average

of larLC years, which included the"8

deficient year preceding the com-
mercial treaty with France, and the

produftive year which fuccceded it,

the income would be found to fall

fiiortofthis calculation about30 ocol.

—This deficiency was not great, but

it was not the whole deficiency.

The committee calculated on t. e

then fubfifting taxes; and lince that

time fome open, and much greater

clandelline, additions had been made
to them. By the amount of all

thefe additions, added to 30,000!.

did the revenue fall fhort cf the

calculation. Five chancellor of

the exchequer had openly laid

taxes to the amount of ioo,oool.;

and he had had rccourfe to other

taxes which he did not avow, but

which, under the Ipecious name of

regul:itions, were as much levied

on the lubjfdl as if the fame fums

had been railed by new taxes under

a r^ew name.—Thefe taken together,

and added to the deficiency cf the

land and malt tax, amounted, he

faid, to 500;00ol., and ccnlequently

fo mucn was the eflimate of the

committee erroneous.

Upon the fecund propcfition,

he Itaied, that the average of

the expenditure for the tnree laft

years, was 1(5.930,0001. a year.

Of ihe various aiticles compofmg
this fum the only one in which a
reduction appeared probable, was
that I f milcelJaneous fervices. This,

on the fame average, was 649,000!.
a year. Did it feem likely that it

would ever fall fo low as 74,000!.
the fum it was fia ed at by the com-
mittee ? He recapitulated the vari-

ous items which ccmpcfed this ar-

ticle, commenting on each, and afk-

ing which of them was likely to be
leis for feveral years to come ?

Bm this was not all : the floating

navy
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ravy debt had been increafed in the

la!l three years 6oo,ocol. If, to the

average expenditure before fiated,

was added one-third of this encreale

of the navy debt, and the fum iiTued

to the commiiTioners for the reduc-

tion of the public debt, the whole

annual expenditure would amount

to 17,130,000). exceeding the aver-

age nicomo bv mere than 1,940,000!.

Such was our prefent fituation !

The expeuce of the current year

was fomething above this eflimate,

and the next couid not be expedted

to be much lefs.

Upon this head he entered into a

variety of calcuiatiors, the relult of

which was that fince the year 1786
we had paid of the funded debt three

millions, a- d that we had borrowed,

by exchequer bills, 750,000!.; by

anticipation of the finking fund, one

quarter. 628.000I.; by increafe of

ravy debt, 600,003) ; by a tontine,

1,002,500!.; making together abqut

as much as the fum paid off. If

the 900,000!. navy bills bearing in-

terell, which he had omitted, were

added, the fum borrowed v/ould

exceed the fum paid by a' moil a

million ; and if the intereil of the

debt contrafted were compared with

that of the debt paid, it would ex-

ceed it in the f^rae proportion. Such
was our prefent fituation, and i'uch

was our pr^ipecl for the year 179c,

when we n.id been tod that evi.ry

thing was to be reduced to a firm

eilablilhment.

The report of the committee of

178^ was defended by Mr. fecre-

tary Grenvillc, vvho had been the

chairiiian of it.—Upon the firft of
Mr. Si(<'rioan's propoUtions, he re-

in:irked, that the years from which
tne averai;c of the ^onual income
©oght to be taken, was the chief

point of difference in ifTue between
them. Thofe who agreed with him,
that tlie unprodu(flive year preced-

ing the commercial trenty ought
to be left out of the account, and
that the average of the two fol-

lowing year<;, which amounted to

15,578,000'. was a fair eliimate of
t!ie probibie future income, muft
decide for the committee; which
had eftimated the probable annual

income in the year 1791 only at

1
:;,500,000!. In counterbalance to

the additional i'^comc alledgtd to

have been derived from the impo-
fition of new, and the regulation of

old taxes, iVIr. Grenville lla.ed fe-

veral deficiencies arifing from alter-

ations made for the fake of public

accommodation, and the rc-duftion

of duties in confequence of the com-
mercial treaty.

With regard to income, there-

fore, he thought he might pro-
nounce, that the committee had al-

ready pafled their trial, and it was
decided in their favour, the amount
already confiderably exceeding wiiat

U'as eltimated tg be its amount by
the year 1791. As to the expendi-
ture, they were Hill on their trial;

but he had ro doubt that they
(hould come ciF equally vidlorious.

He begged, however, to have it

recoUeded, that neither he in the

name of the committee, nor the

committee, had pledged themfelves

that the feveral fervices fhould not,

in point of ex pence, exceed the
amount of each itated ; from the
bell information the commictee
could procure, they truiled there

would be no occafion for a larger

peace eltab'iihment than the elH-

mate Hated. It was true, that this

year was an addition of ico.ocol.

to the army; but, if it was thought

light
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Trailed that a neceilary degree of
expence would not" be grudged, oc-

cahoned by an addition to our army,
to enable us to ^ulfil our enjrase-

ments in confequence of our trea-

ties with foreign powers. That
joo.ccol. he conceived, would be

permanent. Other expcnces of the

prelerit year would not be perma-
nent. I'he navy had certainly coil

more than had been eitimated in

J786; but when it was confidcred

what an account they had lately

heard of the prefent condition of

oar navy, and of the quantity of

ftores in our dock-yards, from the

higheft authority, he was one of

thofe who were lo far from repining

at the extraordinary expence, that

he prcfefled himfelf to be happy
End glad that the mjney had been

fo expended. With regard to what

their general peace eitabliihments

would be, the houfe mull recoiled,

that thoy were not arrived at the

period when the committee had elli-

mated that their peace eftabliih-

ments would find their level ; when
that period ihould come, they would,

doubtiefs, judge of the exigencies

ol- thv times as at prefent, and go-

vern their eliablilhments accord-

ingly.

Upon the two laft propofitions

Mr. Grenville remarked, that be-

tween three and four millions of the

national debt had in fad been dif-

charged, and that a miliion an-

nually was appropriated to the fame

purpofe. This could not be denied;

and with reipect to the loan of the

prefent year, and the additional

navy debt, it was never contended

that fuch operations of finance might

not be nrceffary, but it was thought

proper firll to fecure a permanent

{tirplus for the reduftion of the na-

GISTER, 1789.

tional debt, and this had been ef-

fected.

Mr. Sheridan's motion was then

negatived without a divifion. '1 iiis

fuhjedl was again difcufied, and
upon the fame ground, in the houfe

of lords, by lord Ravvdou and the

duke of Richmond.
On tliis day the chan- ^ , j
11 IT ^1 u lothjune.

cellor or the exchequer, •*

purfuant to notice he had given

upon the opening of the budget,

fubmitted to the houfe his plan for

repealing the exiiHng duties upon
tobacco, and fubftituting duties of
excife.

The article of tobacco, he faid,

was a confiderable objedt of the

revenue; and under the prefent re-

gulations and duties, a great article

of fmuggling: indeed, it was the

only important article that could be

confidered as the fmuggler's ftaple,

fmce the regulations that had of late

years takt^n place in regard to teas,

wines, and fpirlts. Mr. Pitt fum-
marily ilated the great inducements

that were held out to the fmuggler

to deal in this article, fuch as the very

low price of its prime coil, com-
pared with the amount of the duty.

Sec. which afforded an ample pre-

mium to illicit traders, and enticed

them to carry on their traffic to a

very great extent, to the material

detiinicnt of the revenue, and the

equal injury of the fair trader. At
leafr one half of the tobacco con-

fumed in the kingdom was fmug-
gled. It had, he obferved, been

com.puted, when the alteration was
propofed on teas, that the quantity

of tea annually imported in Great
Britain, amounted to twelve millions

of pounds; but it had iincc turned

out that much more was the real

amount of the quantity imported.

It had generally been thought that

th<j
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the quantity of tobacco was nearly

the fame with that of tea; and upon

enquiry, it turned out to be the faft.

The merchants cf Glafgow, who
were inteUigent men, and conver-

fant on the fubject, were of opinion,

that not lefs than twelve millions of

pounds of tobacco were annually

imported into the kingdom ; and

upon application to the feveral tra-

ders in that article in London, they

had thought that the importation

was much greater, and that it

amounted to nearly fixteen millions,

but to fourteen, at leaft. The ac-

tual legal importation had been en

the average eftimated at feven

millions, fo that there was from five

to feven millions of tobacco extra-

ordinary ufed every year, without

the payment of any duty, and to

the injury of the revenue, to the

amount of nearly three hundred
thoufand a year.

Such being the ftate of the cafe,

it had appeared to him, that, the

moft probable means of eftedling

the end propofed, would be to

change the greater part of the duty

upon tobacco from cuftoms to excife,

and to fubjeft the manufadlurers of

tobacco to the furvey of excife. The
peculiar benefit of this plan had
been exemplified in a recent in-

ftance, in the article of wine. The
quantity of wine which paid duty,

antecedent to the excife regulation,

was 13,000 tons; after the regu-
lation had taken eiFeft, 18,000 tons;

and fince the duties on wines were
lowered, 22,000 tons. He then
touched upon the objeclions which
might poflibly be made to the regu-
lations he Ihould propofe, by the

manufadurers; and faid, though he
hoped that the majority of thofe

who called themfelves fair traders

would chearfully acquiefce ; yet

there were probably fome manufac-

turers whofe charadlers and conduit

were not clear of fufpicion, and
others whofe prejudices, founded in

felf-intereft, might induce them to

objed to the regulations, and v> de-

fire to be heard againft them. If

any fuch application fhould be made,
the houfe jandoubtedly would liften

to every thing that could be urged

with patience and with candjur;

but they would recoiled, that argu-

ments coming from perfons, cir-

cumftanced as he had defcribed,

ought to be received with fome al-

lowances; and that the allegations

of thofe moft likely to be mailers of

the whole fubjedl, were not always

to be relied on implicitly ; fince,

when the regulations on wine were
propofed, they had men at the bar,

who had faid confidently and round-

ly, that, under the reftridions,

they could not carry on their trade;

The houfe, at that time, thought

their reafoning infufiicient, and tried

the experiment ; and the refult had
been, that the trade had encreafed

to an aftonifhing degree.

This plan occafioned a general

alarm amongft the manufafturers

of tobacco; petitions were prefented

againft it from various quarters, and
an attempt was made to excite, but

without much fuccefs, that confti-

tutional abhorrence of the extenfioa

of the excife laws, which had often,

on former occafions, fo rtrongly ma-
nifefted itfelf amongft the people

of England.—Befides this general

ground of objedion, the manufac-
turers, who vvere heard for feveral

days by theiv council at the bar,

endeavoured to eftablifti the pecu-

liar impropriety and hardlhip of
fubjcding their manufadures to

the
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the infpe(fl;on of the officers of

excife, and the total lofs, which

niie;at follGw, of the trade icfeif.

They proved that the variations

in the weight of tobacco, during the

procefs of its nianuta«flure, were 10

inconceivably great, and at the

fame time i'o uncertain, that it

would be impoiiible for the officers

of excife to take any account of

flock during that proceffi, which

might rot iuhjeft them eitlier, on

the one hand, to a ruinous cxcefs

of dutv, or, on the other, to fines

and forfeitures, which would be

equally ruinous.—But this \^as not

all ; the fecrets pofTehed by differ-

ent manufadurers of tobacco and

fnufF were of the greatell value;

fome had been fold and purchafed at

the price of ic.oool. and upwards;

thefe would ineviiably be expofed to

the dii'covery of excifemcn, amongft

^fthom there might be pcrfons (and

iuch a temptation would doubtlcfs be

a fufficient inducement for men {killed

to enter into the excife for the e^z-

prefs purpofe) capable of availing

themfelves of the opportunities they

would enjoy. It was uiged, that

thefe difhcukies and hardfliips might

drive the manufadlurerS;, vvhofe in-

terefts principally confilled in the

feci-ets they poiiefled, into other

countries, and thus occafion to this

country the entire lofs of the nia-

nufafture.

A claufe was offered by Sir Wat-
kin Lewes, giving the manufadurer

a right of trial at common law, if

he \vas diffatisfied with the decifion

of the commifiioners of excife. To
this it was objcfted, that fiich a

partial grant, under the prefent

bill, would not be fair ?tnd equita-

ble ; that it ought to be given to

all perfons fubjeft to the operation

cf the excife laws, or nonc.'--Mr.

1789.

Beaufoy faid, that though he con-

ceived the trial by jury might fafely

be granted, under certain regular

tions, to perfons aggrieved by the

execution of the excife laws, yet in

the prefent inllance he was bound

tq oppofe the claufe. The privi-

lege, he remarked, which the

claufe will give to the fubjed is not

a right of regular appeal from the

determination of the board of ex-

cife, but a light to profeciite, as a

trcfpaffcr, every excifeman, who, on

any ground, however legal, has ven-

tured to make a fekure. It gives

to the diflioneft tradefman, how-
ever atrocious his frauds, a right to

bring an a<9;ion for damages againft

the offcer, who, in the name of

the crown, has taken poffeflion of

the articles on which the legal

duties are withholden, and in that

aftion it empowers him to include

the ofRcer's afiillants, and to make
them defendants in the fuit. Thus,

it enables the importer, and the

diflioneft manufadurer, to dilqualify

from being witnefTes in the trial

the only perfons, generally fpeak-

ing, who are able and willing to

prove the exillence of the fraud.

It deprives the crown, in ?noft

cafes, of its only evidence ; and at

the fame time impofes upon it the

burthen of the legal proof. If fuch

a claufe were made general, it

would bring with it fecurity to the

fmuggler, ruin to the fair manu-
fafturer and the honourable mer-

chant, and ultimate deilrudion to

tiie moft produftive revenues of the

Hate.

The bill, in its paffage through

the houfe, was altered and modified

in fuch a manner as to remove the

principal of the objedions made
to it by the manufadurers. The
debates upon it were frequent

ar4
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and animated, but thinly attended.

Several refpedlable members, who
ufually fjpported the miniller, took

a ftrong and decided parcagainll: it,

and even reproached the ottier fiJe

ot" the houfe with the languor of

their oppofition. Upon one of

thefe occasions iVIr. Fox, after an

able fpeech, in which he took a

general political view of the eifedl

of excife laws, of their great ex-

tenficn under the prefent adminif-

traiion, of the indifference with

which that extenfion had been be-

held by the people, and of the pre-

vailing difpofition which he faw of

facrificing the conftituticn to re-

venue, adverted to the complaint

we have above mentioned. He
had not, 'he faid, attended the bill

fo clofely as he might have done,

becaufe he plainly faw, that all

oppofition v.'ould be fruitlcfs ; but

furely gentlemen on the other fide

had no right to expedl that, on
every cccalion, when the interefl of

their conftituents, or fume perfonal

motive to themfelves, induced them
to wilh the meafure of the miniller

oppofeJjthathe, andtiiofe who atled

with him, would be at their com-
mand, and ready to a£t as perpetual

advcrfaries of the miniller and his

meafures, whether thole meafures

fhouid appear to them to be well

or ill founded. Were they to be
confidered as the ftanding counfel

againlt the crown in that houlc,

ever to be reforted to in the mo-
ments of difficulty, and therefore as

ncceflliry to cxilt as adminiltration ?

What was this but faying, " Wn have
" put you into the moit humiliating
" lituation

; you Ihall have no fhare
*' ot the power, no fliare of the
" honour?, or emoluments of office;

*' but we exped to command your
" public fervices, to profit by whai-

" ever abilities you may poffcfsi

" to be joined by you and your
" friends, whenever we want the
" allillance of either r" Was it not,

in other words* faying, ** We have
" raifed one man to a degree of
" power which makes all oppofitioa
" uielels. By our falfe clamours
" aginlt you, and our delufions re-
" fpediiig him, we have taught
" the public to look up to him as
" foraething more than man : hence
" his moafures, however mifchiev-
" ous, however fatal, are fcarcely

" to be refilled ; but remember, we
" look to you to watch him. Do
" you take care that he does no
" mifchief in his fituation. It is

" your ol^iice to found the alarm,
" when danger lurks beneath a
" plaufible pretext; and to oppofe
" yourfelves to the occafion, fo that

" the evil may be in time averted."

Having deprived them of tlie means
of refinance with any hopes of fuc-

cefs, by putting them into/o ufelefs

a lituation, to call upon them to

oppofe, to check and to Hop the

miniller's meafures, was neither

more nor lefs than directly laughing

in their faces, and adding inluh to

injury.

In the upper houfe, the bill was
again oppofed by the manufacturers

at the bar, who were llrenuouily

fupported by lord Stormont and lord

Loughborough. 'i iie loid chan-

cellor too, tiiough he exprefltd his

approbation ot the principle of the

biil, yet treated the enading part of
it with an high degree of mixt al-

perity and contempt. He faid, that

the vexatious precautions and pre-

ventive feverity of the excite laws,

were unneceli'arily extended to the

fubjeft in queilion ; that a tit atten-

tion h."d not been paid to the elfen-

tialinlereltsand property of the ma-
nutiiOiturers j
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Dufac^urers j that the greater part

of the enading claufes were abfurd,

contradidory, ungrammatical, and

unintelligibie. He exprefled his

wifhes that the houfe of commons,
if they meant to perfevere in their

claim of having money bills re-

turned from that houfe unaltered,

would not infult them, by requiring

their adoption of laws that would

dii'grace fchoolboys. His lordfhip

(notwithflanding the danger which

the miniiter's proportion thereby

run of being defeated for the feflion,

for it was now the beginning of Au-
guft) moved an amendment, upon

which the houfe divided; contents 7,

non-contents 10. Another amend-
ment was afterwards moved by the

duk« ofRichmond, and carried, upon

a fiippofition that the commons would

not objeft to it. But upon the third

reading of the bill, which was on the

morningof the prorogation of parlia-

jnent,the amendment was withdrawn.

J I
On the lirll: of July,

-'" ^ * Mr. Dundas opened what

has been called the Indian Budget.

As the long train of calculations

which he went through would be un-

Iktisfadory to our readers, without

the voluminous documents and au-

thorities to which they referred, we
fhall content ourfelves with laying

before them the refult of the whole,

coUefted from the feventeen refolu-

tions which he moved upon that oc-

cafjon, and which were agreed to by

the houfe. From thefe it appeared,

£. Ster.

That the annual reve-

nues of the company, in

the provinces of Bengal

and its dependencies,

for the year 1787-8,
amounted to - 5,182,000
And that the charges

defrayed ir^ the faid pro-

vinces in the fame year,

amounted to - 3,046,000

Leaving a net revenue of 2,1 36,000

That the annual reve-

nues of Madras, and its

fubordinate fettlements,

for the fame yenr, a-

mounted to - 1,082,000

And that the charges

defrayed amounted to 1,347,000
Leaving a deficiency of 265,000

That the annual reve-

nues of Bombay, and its

fettlements, for the fame
year, amounted to - i3r,G00
And that the charges

defrayed amounted to - 475,000
Leaving a deficiency of 344,000'

That the net revenues

of all the company's
poiTeffions in India a-

mounted to - 1,527,000
That in addition to

this, as part of the Indian

funds, the import fales

and certificates amount-
ed to 321,000!. making
in all - - 1,848,000

That the total of debts
owing to the company in

the Eaft Indies, exclu-

five of the bills drawn
on the court of direc-

tors at home, amounted
to 7,604,0001. ; that of
this fum 5,776,0001.
bore intereft, the annual

amount of which was - 480,700
Confequently.that the

nett revenue applicable

to the difcharge of this

debt, and the purchafe

of inveftment, amount-
ed to - - - 1,367,30©
Upon this ftatement of the affairs

of the company in India, Mr,
Francis made feveral obfervations.

Amongil
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Amongft other omiffions of expence,

he inftanced theintereft on the bond

debt of Bombay, the comniercial

eftabiiihnients in Bengal, and ihe

charge of the four new regiments

fcnt to India. He concluded with

remarking, that as long as tliefe

fads exilTed, viz. that the debts

abroad were not diminifhed, and

thofe at home were increafing, the

right honourable gentleman's bud-

get could afford no fatisfadory proof

of the profperitv of the company.

Major Scctt followed Mr. Francis,

and contended that whatever merit

was to be derived from the prefent

flourilhing condition of the com-

pany, was to be afcribed to the

wife and vigorous meafures that had

been adopted during the govern-

ment of Mr. HalHngs.

Soon after, a petition was pre-

fented from the company, praying

that they might be permitted to add

one million to their capital ftock.

This petition was fupported by Mr.
Dundas, who affirmed, that upon a

fuppolition of the final extinftion of

their charter in I794> their effefts

in Europe would overbalance their

debts by the fum of 350,000}. ; and
that with refpeft to their debts in

India, they would go along with the

territory, and be very readily un-

«jertaken by thofe into whofeibever

hands the pofleffion of that territory

might come. A bill to enable the

company to carry the prayer of their

petition into cffeit was brought in,

and carried through both houfcs

with little oppohtion.

Soon after the opening of the

fefTions, on the third of February,

Mr. Hal^ngs prefented a petition to

the houfe of lords, in which, after

recapitulating the proceedings which
had already been had from the com-
laeccement of the impeachment, he

ftated the great hardftiips to which
its extraordinary duration had and
was likely iHU further to fubjeft him.
Amongft thefe, he mentioned the

deceafe of feveralof his judges, the

detention of witnefTes neceifary for

his defence, the probability of his

being deprived of many of them by
various accidents, his health im-
paired, and his fortune wafled. He
remiiKled them, that two articles

only, out of twenty, had as yet

been gone througli by his accufcrs,

that his expences had already ex-
ceeded 30000I. and confcquent'y,

that fhuuld his life be continued to

the cicfe of the trial, he might find

himfeif ddliitute of the means of
defence, and even of fubfulence,

and run the dreadful chance of hav-
ing his charatler tranfmittcd on
their records blafted v.'ith unrefuted

criminations. He therefore prayed
that they would enable him to

make his innocence, and he hoped
his deferts, apparent, by proceeding

without delay upon his trial.

The intervention of the circuits

of the judges rendered it impoffible

for the lords to proceed upon the

trial before the 20th day of April,

when the court was refumed, and
far, during the remainder of the

feflion, 17 dnys. The charge
brong'it before them, and opened by
Mr. Burke, was that relative to the,

corrupt receipt of money. In the

courfe of his fpeech, Mr. Burke had
occalion to remark upon the con-

duft of Mr. HalHngs towards one
of his accufers in India, caMsd
Nundcomar ; and after relating other

ads of injullice and cruelty, he

added that he had, at lafl, m-urdered

that pcrfon, by the hands of fir Eli-

jah Impey —A few days after ths

charge had been thus opened, major

Scott prefented a petition from Mr.
Hailiiigs
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Haftings to the houfe of commons,
in which he Hated that Mr. Burkr,

in fupporting the charges exhibited

agaiiift him at the bar of the houfe

of lords, had accufed him of fu idry

heinous crimes not laid in the arti-

cles of impeachment. He inftanced

the charge of having been concern-

ed in a plot for aflaflinating the

Shahzada, and in another plot for

pulling to death the fon of J .ffier

Ally Khan ; of being acceflary to

certain horrible Cruelties alledgcd to

have been committed by one Debi
Sing; and lalHy, of having been
guilty of the murder of Nundco-
mar. He thfrcfore prayed the

houfe either to bring forward and
profecute thofe charges in fpecific

articles, and thereby give him an

opportunity of vindicating his in-

nocence, or to grant him fuch other

redrefs as to their juftice and wifdom
might feem fit.

A motion being made, that the

petition fliould be brought up, Mr.
Fox rofe to warn the houfe of the

mifchievous tendency of receiving

fuch a petition, and of the difgrace

they would incur by afling upon it.

The fubjeft matter of the complaint

confillied of words faid to have been

ufed by one of their own members
in the profecution of a charge pre-

ferred by themfelves. Would they

fufFer the: culprit to come forward,

and objedt to the mode ofproceeding

again <l him ; the accufed to ar-

raign the conduit of his accufers ?

Would not this have the llrongeft

appearance of prevarication ; and
that inftead of fupporting and coun-

tenancing their own caufe, they were
more inclined to cavil as an adverfe

party at the condud of their mana-
gers ? And to whom was the com-
plaint made ? Not to the court

which heard the offence complained

of, and which was competent id

have redrelfed the complainant at

the moment, but to that houfe, the

accufer, for the purpcfe of making
it the inftrument of the refentment

and malice of the accufed againil

one of their own managers. He
reminded the houfe, that fome of the

expreffions complained of had been

uuered above a year before ; and he

aflccd, whether they could think it

poflible, if the managers were to be

iubjed to a perpetual litigation with

the accufed before that houfe, when-
ever he chofe to bring forward a

complaint, that they could carry on
the orofecution at all. He Hated

the many and ptculiar difficul-

ties which the managers of the

prefent impeachment had to en-

counter, and their ftrong claim to

the fair and liberal protection of the

houfe ; and he befeeched them, if

they were weary, or repented of

what they had done, that they would

openly retraft their refolutions, and

not adt the double part of being, at

the fame time, the accufers and the

defenders of Mr. Haftings He
concluded with remarking, that as

he could have no doubt that the real

drift of this bufinefs was to difguft

his right honourable friend by a

perfonal infulr, fo he was confident

that the artifice would be vain and

fruitlei's.

Mr. Burke, after declaring that

on the prefent occafion he ihould

receive the decifion of the houie,

whatever it might be, without any

other emotion than what he fhould

feel for the honour and reputation

of the houfe itfelf, proceeded to ex-

plain the argument which had led

him, in the courfe of it, to adveit

to the murder of Nundcomar, and

to impute it to Mr. Haftings. The
power of profecuting and enforcing

the
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the charges againft Mr. Hafclngs,

under an injundtion not to ufe

one extraneous word, he com-
pared to the giving Shylock the

power of taking a pound of

flefh, upon condition of his not

fpilling one drop of blood; a taflc

which neither Jew nor ChrilHaa

could perform. He added, that if

the houle was diifatisfied with his

conduft. they ought to remove him,

and not oblige him, in the mid ft of

his accufatlon, to cum fhort about

at the pleafureof the culprit to de-

fend himfeif, to-day an accufer, to-

morrow a perfon accufed. The
drift of fuch an artifice was obvious

enough ; and if the houfe fhould give

it their countenance, and make him
one day Hand his trlaf t-iere, and
fend him the next to Weftminfter

Hall as the profecutor of Mr.
Hafiings, it could not fail to cover
them with ridicule and difgrace.

Mr. Pultcney, Mr. Marfham, and
feveral other members, infidVd

ftrongly on the glaring impropriety

of receiving the petition, of its

being totally unprecedented, ar.d

grolily difrelpeftful to the houfe of
lords, whofe protection the com-
plainant ought to have fought, and
who vverc alone competent to inter-

fere on the occafion. Mr. Pitt,

however, and fome other members,
having declared themfelvcs for re-

ceiving the petition, on the ground
that Mr. Haftings, though the ohj d
of their accufation, did not ceaie to

be the objcft of their juihce, and
therefore ougnt not to be deprived
of the right belonging to :\'cry

fubjeiSl, of preferring a petition,

and ftating a grievance to tli.it

houfe for its conlid ratio i and dif-

pofal; the motion was agiecd to

wjt.'iout a divifion.

Vol. XXXI.

On the Thurfday fol- . .,

lowing, a motion, in ^^ ^°'

conformity to the ufual praflice of
the houfe on fimilar occafions, was
entered on the journals, purporting,
" that a petition having been pre-
" fenced by Warren Haftings, Efq.
" againft the managers of his im-
" p-'acnmeu, and the name of the
" Right honourabl'i- Edmund Burke
" being mentioned in the faid peti-
" tion, notice is given to that gen-
" tleman, now being in his place,
" th.c the houfe will to-morrow
" take the matter of the faid peti-
" ti^n into coniiJe-ation."

On that day Mr. Montague having
read, as apartof nis fpeech, a letter

written to aim bv Mr. Burke (fee

Appendix to the Chroncle) the firfl

difficulty that occurred relative to

the mode of proceedmg was, whether
they lliould go into proof of the truth

or falfehood oft le particulars which
were complained of by Mr Haft-
ings as being falle as well as irre-

levant. The affirmative was con-
tended for by the managers, as
the petition contained i charge apoii

chem of having aiferted direct falfe-

hcods. But tne maft.r of the rolls

havmg given his opinion, that the
aver;ii.;nt of the falieHood was no
more than a proteftation or formal
plea cf not guilty, on th part of
the petitioner, and that therefore it

was not necd(i"iry to go into the
proof, the houfe acqmefced in his

opinion.

1 he nexr difficukv thit occ jrr'ed,

was the mode of af.cnai. ing r -.e

words fp ikon. The n..:es ci'. ' "at.

fhort-haiid writers, who ittcr. led t.je

trill, being contended • '7/ fe -'^ d
mcmbeis, Mr. P'oy' .; : lir Q.'.y

Cojpir objected to their jeim- prj-
duced. as contrary to tr*^ uVf -ra

[^j prawUvC
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practice of parliament. There did

not exift in the proceedings of tKat

houfe an inflance of any words, de-

livered by a member, being ever

permitted by that houfe to be no-
ticed by any but a member of the

houfe, and that too at the moment
when the words were uttered ; nay,
the cuftom of parliament obferveda
flin ftrifter rule, for the words mull
not only be noticed at the moment
by a member of the houfe, but they
mud alfo be taken down at the mo-
ment, and the objeftion muft then
be llated, for the purpofe of allow-
ing to theperfon uttering the words
an opportunity of explaining his

meaning; and this the honourable
baronet illuftrated by inllances,

where the houfe had been very careful

iri feeing that no furprife Ihculd ever
enfnare into an unintentional offence.

They were now, for the firO: time,

about to call in third perfons as wit-

nefles of words fppken in their own
prefence; a precedent that, though
innoxious in the prefent inftance,

might lead to the moft ferious con-
fequehces.—Thefe objedlions ap-
peared of fo much importance to

the houfe, that a committee was ap-
pointed to fearch for precedents.

May A
The committee reported,

,

' ^' that there were no prece-

dents of any complaint of words
fpoken by managers in Weftminfter-

Hall to be found.—The managers
again urged their objections to the

examination of any fhort-hand wri-

ter; but the favourers of the peti-

y'on, infilling upon the duty of the

iioufe to govern itfelf in fuch cafes

^ what ftiould appear moft likely to

promote the ends of lubftantial juf-

uce, prevailed ; and after a divifion

of 115 to 66, the fliort-hand writer

yzs caliejd in.

The»next quellion wrs, whether

all the particui:irs complained of by
the petitioner (houid be enquired

into, or whether the houfe might
fclcft what part they pleafed. Mr.
Pitt and others were of opinion, that

the houfe ought to pay no attention

to the words faid to have been fpo-

ken in the former year, as the com-
plaint had been fo long deferred

;

and they (hould confine themfelves

to the words relative to Nundcomar.
This was alfo objected to by the ma-
nagers, as an arbitrary proceeding,

but finally agreed to by the houfe.

Another debate then ti)ok place

upon the extent of th examination,

as reftricled to the cafe of Nundco-
mar. The managers contended that

the whole of that part of Mr.
Burke's fpeech ought to be pro-

duced, as neceflary to elucidate the

nature of the words complained of;

the other fide were of opinion, that

it was only necelTary to afk the wit-

nefs if Mr. Burke had made ufc of

thofe exprefs words. After much
altercation, in which Mr. Fox com-
plained in ftrong and pointed terms

of the indignity and injullice with

Vv/hich the managers were treated, it

was agreed that fome part of the

fpccch preceding the words fliould

be read; which being done, and
tlie oiren/ive words afcertained,

the marquis of Graham rofe, and

moved, " that the faid words were
" not authorized by any proceed-
" ings of that houfe." Mr. Fox
declared, that he could have no

objeftion to this motion, as it con-

veyed no cenfure; it being un-

doubtedly true, that the words read

were not authorized by the houfe,

any more than the fpeeches or ex-

prefficns ufed by any other mana-
ger, in fubftantiati.ng tlie charges

committed
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committed to them by the houfe.

On the other lldc it was faiJ, that

though no diredt cenfare was meant
to be conveyed, yet it implied, that

the manager had exceeded the

powers with which he nad been en-

trulted by the houfe. Upon tiiis

feveral of the managers rofe, and

entreated ihz houfe to deal with

them with more opennefs and can-

dour. If they meant to cenfure

their conduct, they ought alfo to

remove them. Tlie houfe could

not,confirte:niy with its own honour,

continue them in the management
of the impeachment; nor were they

fo loft to alt fenfe of honour and
dignity, as to remain in a lituation,

however elevated, under an Imputed
cenfure of their conduft. On the

other hand, if the motion meant
nothing more than the words con-

veyed, they fhould feci no heiitation

in purfuing, upon any iimilar occa-

fion, precifely the fame mode .of

cond ail.

In confequenye of thefe declara-

tions lord Graham moved, that the

words "and ought not to have been
" ufed," ftiould be added to his for-

mer motion. This produced ano-
ther long debate in whic.h Mr. Fox
endeavoured to prove both the re-

levancy of Mr. Burke's words, and
the impropriety and injulHce of
the interference of the houfe; and
was anfwered by Mr, Pitt ard col.

Phipps. The houfe at length di-

vided; when there appeared for

lord Graham's motion 135, againft

it 66.

In confequence of this vote fome
difference of opinion is faid to have
arifen in the committee of mana-
gers, relative to their continuance

in that fituation.—It was, however,
refolved to proceed; and accord-
ingly the next day of uial, Mr.

Burke began his fpeech by Com-
menting on the relative fituations cf
himlclf and of the prifoner at the

bar, and on the dccifion of the com-
mons with refpecl to their proceed-
ings.

It was his duty, he obferved, as

a manager on the part of the com-
mons, to iUuitrate and enforce, by
every proper means, the guilt of
Mr. Hailings. He had,in t.he pur-
fuit ofjuitice, laboured 10 the belt of
his power and judgment; but in con-
lequence of a recent proceeding of
thoie bywhom he had been deh'gated,

he was to inform their lyrdfhlps that

certain expreffions of his, charging
Mr. Hailings with the murder of
Nundcomar, through the agency of
Sir Elijah Impey, had been dif-

avov.ed by the commons as unau-
tiiorifed by them. He did not
mean to arraign the jaftice of this

decifion—he would not even com-
plain that it wore not the complex-
ion of fupport to the managers
whom they had appointed. The
decifion went of courfeto narrow
the line of their proceeding, yet

fhould not reflrain their efforts to

ufe their remaining powers with the

utmoft vigour and etfeft.

But ftill fome explanation was
due from him to their lordfhips, to

members of the houfe of commons,
and to fo refpedlable an auditory.—
He had undoubtedly charged Mr.
Haltings with the dellruflion of a
witnefs whofe evidence was necef-

fary to the prefent charge; and
which the prifoner had, of courfe,

endeavoured to invalidate. In llating

this, however, he had faid no more
than what he really believed, and
what, if neceffury, he trullcd he
llioiild be able to prove. He had
uled the word murder, not, per-

haps, in the ilrii\ly legal, but in its

[ L J
2 moral
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moral and popular fenfe, to denote

a crime, which flood, according to

his conception, on the fame line of
enormity, but which the poverty of

language did not afford him another

word to exprefs.

Soon after the conclufion of this

bufmefs, a complaint was made tj

the houfe, by Mr. Marfiiam, of a

paragraph in a public news-paper,

in which it was faid, " that the
** trial of Mr. Haftings was to be
" put off to another feffions, unlefs

" the houfe of lords had fpirit

'* enough to put an end to fo

" Ihameful a bufmefs."— After

fome obfervations upon the fcan-

dalous licentioufnefs of the prefs,

a motion was made, and carried

unanimoufly, for profecuting the

printer of the paper. In the courfe

of the converfation which this mo-
don gave rife to, Mr. Burke read,

from one of the public prints, a

curious paper, purporting to be a bill

of charges made by the editor upon

major Scott, for fundry articles in-

ferted in the paper on his account.

They chiefly confilled of fpeeches,

letters, paragraphs compofed by

him, and amongft the reft was

this fingular article, *• For attack-

" Ing the veracity of Mr. Burke^

A fliort time before the conclu-

fion of the feffion, an application

had been made by the French go-

Vi.'rnment to permit 20,000 facks of

wheat flour to be exported from

England, for the relief of the inha-

bitants of their northern provinces.

As ihe price of corn, at this time, in

Great Britain exceeded the expor-

tation price, the matter was neceffa-

rily brought into parliament. A
committe was appointed to enquire

into the cafe ; who reported, that from

a comparative view of the prices of

wheat flour in France and in Eng-
land, they were of opinion, that

20,000 facks of flour ought not

to be exported.

On the eleventh day . .
^

of Augull: the feffions
°'

was prorogued by commiffion; the

lord chancellor acquainted the two

houfes, that he had his majefty's

commands to thank them for the

fupplies granted, and to affure them
of the facisfaftion he felt from the

iituatlon of affairs abroad, which
continued to promife to this country

the uninterrupted enjoyment of the

bleflings of peace.

CHAP*



HISTORY OF EUROPE. [165

CHAP. VI r.

State ofthe contending armies on the borders of the Danube and the Black Sea.

Imperialijis. Marjhal Haddick, to fupply the Emperor^ s alfence, appointed

to the command ef the grand army, Ottomans in a much ^uorjeJituation

than they had been in the preceding campaign. Fatal confequences of the

iofs of OczcikonjOf a?td the faughter of their bra^'ef men. Qraiid Vix.ir

tried at Ccnfantinople, on the double charge, of not pro'viding for the pre'

fernjation of Oczakoiv, and of caufelefsly enjaciiating the Bannat, Honour-

ably acquitted of both, he returns to the command of the army. Death of

Abdul Hamet, the Grand Signior, the greaieji misfortune, at that critical

period, ivhich could have fallen upon the Turkfjh empire. Chara^er of

that excellent fovereign. Selini, his 7iephe'w,Joon jhen.<:s hon.» umvorihy he

is of being his fuccejjor. The tveallh of the Grand Hxir, Jifjuf Pacha,

dooms him to be the firJi 'viSlim to his a-varice and cruelty. His dejiruc-

tionfolloiued by that of many others on thefame hafe moti'ves. Netv Sultan

changes all the plans for conducting the in-ar nvhich had been formed by

his predecefjor and by the late Grand Vizir. Precipitancy, iveaknefs, and

rajhnefs, along -ivith rapacity and cruelty, the characicrijiics of the prefent

reign. Turkijh commanders and troops lofe all J:eir n.vontedfpirit, hope, and

•vigour, a misfortune ivhich foon produces the mojifatal conjequences. Small

but fenjere njuar carried on betnveen the Rujjians and Turks through the

nuinter in Molda-uia, as nxieU as in the Budziack. Toung Tartar prince^

fon to the Khan, killed in an action near Bender. Humane and honourable

conduSi ofgeneral Kamenjkoi, itjith refpecl' to the body of the prince, and in

rejioring it to his father. Grateful acknonvlcdgmcnts of the. Khan to the

Rujfian general for his generofity and compaffion, and the pious conflations

'^.K'ith njohich he endeavours *o focih his own grief. Ifar reneived •z'.ith

great animojity along the frontiers by the Turks and Aujlrians upon the

expiration of the armijtice. Emprrfs of RuJJta exceeds e^jcn her ufual

magnificence in the rewards and honours 'vjhich jhe befioi.vs upon the con-

querors of OczakoTv. Has not yet gi-ven up her defgns en Egypt, <i.<:here the

Baron de Tharus, late Ruffian conful at Alexandria, being fent in difguifr,

and furnijhcd nxiith poixiers to make great propofals to the Beys to induce

them to enter into a treaty, and excite neiv commotions in the country, the

Baron is feized by Ijmael Bey, and fent bound, nvith his credentials and

papers, to the Turkijh Bajha, waho commits him clofe prifoner to the caftle of
Grand Cairo. Defperate and ferocious 'valour dijplayed by the Bofniacs,

fighting entirely on their dtjn account, in dfence of their efiates, families,

and country, againfi the Aufirians. Turkijh fpirit finks totally before the

Rujjians. General DcrJ'elden^s 'viilory on the banks of the Sereth
;
purjuet

his fuccej's, attacks the Turkifo Jhong camp at Galats ; forces the camp ;

feizes the nxihole as a fpoil ; and routs, dij'perjes, or dejlroys the enemy''

s

army. War rages in Tranfylvania and the Bannat. Marjhal Laudokn,

iK'ith the Aujirian army on the fide of Croatia, viakcs preparations for the

&ge of Turkijh Gradijca, ivhere he had been joiled the preceding year.

[I] 3 That
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That place, the grand oufivork to Belgrade, and hitherto famous for its

repeated fuccefsful refjiar.ce, jlrangely abandoned upon recei'ving a bom-
bardment, 1'he Ma--jhal immediately commences his preparations for the

fiege of Belgrade. Prince of Saxe Cobourg has the fortune of rstrienjing

the honour of the Auf^ian armSy by obtaining the frjl •viflor^ of any

moment -ivhich they gained in the courfe of the ivar. Totally defeats and
ruins an army of 30,000 Turks, under the command of a Scrafquier, in the

frcngfortifed camp of Fockzan, in Wallachia. Prince of Anhalt Bern^
iourg, -with a part of Kamenfkoi' s army, dejeats a body of Turks njuho

irere going to the relief of Bender, and takes ike whole con-voy. Ne-iv

Grand Vizir, ^^ith a 'Vt.Ji army, totally defeated at Martinejii, by the

prince of Saxe Cobourg and general Swzvaro-iv, nxjith <very iji/erior forces.

Grand Turkijh ai'my totally dfperjcd and ruined. Belgrade befieged and
taken by Idarpal Laudoijn, %vho grants favourable conditions to the gar-
rifon and inhabitants. Grand admiral, Hafjan Pacha, quits the fleet in

the Black Sea, and takes the command ofthe army in Bcffarabia, in the hope

offaving Be?ider ; but, forfaken no-M by his i/faal good fortune, is totally

defeated, after an ohftinate ha'tie, by the Princes Potemkin and Repnin, at

Tobak. Bender taken after a long ftege. Bialogrod and Kylia No'va,

likevjife taken by the RuJJtans. Auflriam no Lefs fuccefful, take Buchareji

and other places, until the noble defence made by the garrifon of Orfova put

a flop to iheirfarther prcgrefs. -^

TH E loG of health and total

ruin of his conftitution, which
were the unliappy eifedls the Em-
peror experienced from his unfor-

tunate campaign on the Danube, in

the year 1788, produced no re-

mifTion to the Ottomans on that

iide, in the fucceeding year, from a

renewal of thofe inceflant affaults

which they had fo fuccefsfully with-

ilood in the preceding. On the

contrary, his generals being freed

by that event, from his continual

interference in their conduft and
deilgns, and feveral of them being

inen of great experience and abi-

lity, they now, when left to them-
felves, acled with fuch vigour and
fuccefs, that it feemed difficult to

believe they commanded the fame

troops, who had fo lately been re-

peatedly baffled and difgraced.

The fovereign himfelf feemed,

however, apprehenfive, that his ab-

fence from the army could not

h

eafily be fupplied with effefl, and in

his anxiety to procure z proper fub-

ftitute, thought it neceilary to draw
forth the old held marlhal. Haddick
from his retirement, as it might be
confidered, at the head of the war
department in Vienna, and to place

him at the head of the grand army.

This general had undoubtedly great

and long experience
; perhaps ex-

ceeding in that refpeft any other in

Europe. For he had been highly

dillinguillied as an able and moil

adlive officer, in the earlieft wars of

the late emprefs Maria Therefa.

But he had long lain dormant, and
his great age feemed a full manu^
million from all farther adlive fer-

vice. The prirtce de Ligne was
appointed fecond in command un-

der marlhal Haddick. The prince

of Saxe Cobourg, whofe military

reputation had rifen very high fince

the commencement of the war,

commanded on the fiUe of Molda-
via,
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via, Wallachia, and the Buckowine,

and generally afted in concerc with

the Ruffians under general Suwarow

and oth'-is. The prince of Hohen-
loe, commanded in Tranfylvania,

where he had nearly a conftant

fmall war to maintain on the fron-

tie/s. The army expeftfd and in-

tended to be moft efFedive, was

that commanded by marihal Lau-
dohn on the fide of Croatia, who
was affifted by the generals Rouv-
roi, Mitrowfki, and others.

The very bad fuccefs of the for-

mer campaign, along with the un-

exampled walle of treafure and of

men with wnich it was accompa-

nied, and a feeling fenfe of the

heavy fabfidies which muft be pro-

vided for its continuance, had,

however, ferved, both at Vienna

and in the provinces, efi'eclually to

cure the people of all llomach and

inclination for the war. The fplen-

did dreams of conqueib, glory,'and

the fpoils of ruined and vanquilhed

nations, were now vanilhed, and the

people, inftead of thirlling for the

wealth or blood of others, would

have thought themfelves happy in-

deed if they could preferve their

own. Though this temper pro-

duced complaints and remonlUan-
ces from the provinces, they had no

effeft upon the court; the empe-
ror's tarnifhed glory, muft by fome
means, though it were only by de-

putation, be reftored to its luftre,

and this could only be done by a

fuccefsful campaign. In a grand
council held at Vienna, foon after

the opening of the year 1789, it

was accordingly determined to lup-

port the war, in all its parts, with

the utmoll poffible vigour ; heavy
fubfidif s were of courle demanded,
and of neceflity granted ; the thin-

ned ranks of the different armies

were completely filled up ; hope,

defign, and intended adion were
viiible in every department; and it

feemed rather the opening of a new
war, than the profecution of aa
old.

If the ntuation of the Ottomans
was by no means mended in thsir

conteft with the Emperor, they

ftood much worfe with refpcd to

their other potent and moft deter-

mined enemy, than they had done
at the commencement of the v\aK

The fatality by which, contrary to

all reafon and probability, they had
loft Oczakow, was irrecoverably

ruinous. It feemed, indeed, an ir-

refiilible blow of Providence, dei-

tined entirely to crufli a fmking

empire ; and to be adualiy rea-

lifing thofe old prophecies, by which
they fancy themfelves doomed,
fooner or later, to become the vic-

tims of that northern people. Such
a tradition, and an opinion fo found-

ed on both fides might produce no

fmall effeds, even without the aid

of predeilination, in nations much
lefs fuperftitious and more enligh-

tened, than either the Mullulmans

or Rufllans,

By that fatal blow, befulcs the

flaaghter of feveral thoufands of
their chofen and beft troops, and
including a large proportion of
their braveft and moft adventurous

officers, and by the lofs ofChoczim
(which could not, however, have
been preferved) the Ruffian armies

were now in the heart of their do-

minions, bc:h en the lide of the

Black Sea, and in their Danubiaa
provinces. Thus they were to open
the campaign under the greaieft

difadvantages, rather waiting the

diredion of the enemy in their at-

tacks, than being able to puriue any
comprehenfive plan of their own

[L] 4 for
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for aftive fervice and ofFenfive war.

They had likewife loft the flower of

their troops in other places befides

Oczakow, during the bloody fervice

of the laft campaign; and it was

perhaps the greaicll fault that could

be jullly imputed to the condu(!:t of

the grand vizir, and indeed there

could not be a greater, tnat he had

been too prodig'il of the lives of

his men. Nor could this lofs be

fupplied with cfFtft. The innume-

rable new levies by which every

part of the empire was now indif-

criminately drained, being far infe-

rior to thofe brave men who came
forward in the fuHnefs of confidence

and enthufiam to the defence of

their country at the opening of the

war.

On the other hand, the armies of

their combined enemies were now
in fuch pofuions, as would eafi'y

aamit of their jun<5lion if that ihould

be found neceli'ury, and confcquent-

ly had a free choice of adling jointly

or feparately, as the occafion might

offer, and advantage point out.

Their vicinity likev/ije excited that

emulation between the nations which

proJuces fuch wonderful efFcfts m
war. The Aufirian, who felt that

the military character, and, as he

conceived, honour of his country,

had been tarnifhed in the lalt year,

befides that powerful motive for

exertion, was farther, and it might

be faid irrefiftibly impelled by the

confideration, that he was ading im-

mediately under the eye of the vic-

torious and infulting Ruffian, whofe

conftant triumphs led him to hold

the enemy cheap, and to regard

thofe with contempt who were lefs

fuccefiful than himfclf.

We have fhewn in our laft vo-

Iume> the clamour that was raifed at

Conftantinople againll the grand

vizir, on account of his condufl in

abandoning th' Bannac. A violent

fadion was Ijkewiie formed ngainft

him in the divan, which fupported,

and probably encouraged the in-

temperance of the populace. This

might have been, perhaps, with-

nood without much difficulty, but

the lofs of Oczakow blew up a
flame which it feemed fcarcely pof-

fible to extinguifh. Nothing could

exceed the rage of the people upon
receiving the account of that mif-

fortune. All the blame v/as laid

upon the unfortunate general ; it

was in vain to fhew that he had pro-

vided amply and excellently for the

defence of the place, and that no
wifdom or care could guard againfl

accident, or prevent misfortune.

All argument and realon was loft,

and an ignorant and barbarous rab-

ble thirlling for blood, tbougnt that

nothing could tend fo much to the

prefervation of the empire, as the

making a facrifice of the only man
who had (hewn himfelf capable of

retrieving its fortune.

Jt fr:cmed fo far fortunate for

the grand vizir, that he had not

arrived at the capital, at the time

the news was received of the lofs

of Oczakow. Jn that cafe, nothing

could have faved him from the fury

of the multitude. The Grand Sig-

nior was almolt his only friend, and
almoft the only pcrfon who would
acknowledge a due fenfe of his

merit, abilities, and fervice ; but in

thefe points he was inflexible, and
neither violence without, nor cabals

in the council, could bend him to

the facrifice of his minifter and ge-
neral. It, however, required not
only all the fovereign's authority,

but no fm all porti-n of management
and addrefs to fave him ; at lealt

without exafperating the people in

too
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the aid of medicine, ex-too dangerous a degree. On the

grand vizir's return to the capi-

tal, he was arreted at fomediiLmce,

and brought prifoner under a very

flrong guard to Conllantinop!e. As
every body now confidercd hi.n al-

ready as a dead man, it ferved much
to allay the rage of the people, as

the time fpent m the forms aiid de-

lays of a trial (which was publicly

announced, and condadted with great

parade) contributed Hill farther to

dull the edge of their fury. The
novelty of a trial, under a govern-

ment where llacc punilliments are

almoll always fummary and arbi-

trary, could not but greatly actratt

the public attention, and divert it

from other matters. The refult

was, the honourable acquittal of the

grand vizir from the two capital

charges, of his having caufelefsly

evacuated theBannat.and of having,

through ncgleift or ill-conduct, been
the cauic of the lofs of Oczakow.
The Captain Bafha is faid to ha^e
had a great Ihare in the manage-
ment of this affair ; and the grand
vizir being now freed from appa-
rent danger, was glad to dtparc from
an ungrateful capital, and, truiHng

to his fortune, and to the friend fhip

and ftrmnefs of his royal mafter, re-

fumed the command of the army
(where he was adored) and made
every preparation for fupporting the

war with vigour and firmnefs.

But the Ottoman empire was now
to experience a domellic misfortune,

more fatal, perhaps, than any it

could have received from without,

and which feemed dcftined in its

confequences to obfcure, if not to

fink the Crefcent for ever. This
was the lofs of its excellent fove-

reign, Abdul Hamet, who being
taken fuddenly ill in the ftreet,

dro|)ped down, and, notwitiiftanding

pired early the follow.
Apr_l'^7t"»

ing morning. Kis dif- '
°'

order feems to have been a kind of
apoplexy, though his death, as is

cuftomary in fnch circumftances,

with refpe(f> to princes, was attri-

buted to pcilnn. He was immedi-
ately fucceeded by his nephew Se-
iim, who, with the greateft integrity

and honour, he had moft carefully

bred up and educated for that pur-
pofe, in prejudice to his own iffue,

but in a pious conformity with the

la'l rcquelt of his dying brother and
predeceflbr.

Abdul Hamet had departed en-
tirely from that intolerable haugh-
tinefs and arrogance, thofe unjuft

and cruel maxims of policv, and that

llcrn ferocious difpofition, which had
rendered fo many of his predecef-
fors the objfdts of dread and abhor-
rence to mankind. Humanity, be-
neficence, and juftice, were the

leading traits of his character; and
he feemed a new graft upon the
Ottoman Rock. He had received

his education in the feraglio at Scu-
tari, near the capital, where, befides

the learning common to his country
and religion, in the Turkifh, Arabic,
and Greek, he had been early initi-

ated in the fciences and languages
of feveral of the countries of Chrif-

tendom ; he fpoke the Italian, Spa-
nilli, and French ia.guages with to-

lerable fiuency, but read and under-

ftood thtm all perfectly. This fa-

cility of coiiverfation, undoubtedly
contributed to render him fo fond

as he wa"; of the company of intel-

ligent Europeans ; a gratification

which feemed to form one of his

moll ple.Tfing amuffmentj. He read
much, but gave a decided prefe-

rence to liiltory and politics, beyond
all other lludics. Though fcrupu-

louily
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loiiily exavSl in his obfervance of

all the Muflulman religious rites and

duties, yet he wasfufpeftcd of being

a Freethinker; which perhaps pro-

ceeded from his never having been

known to condemn, or to treat with

ridicule or contempt, the religious

rites or opinions of any of the va-

rious fedts, whether ChrilHan or

other, which were fpread through

the wide circuit of his dominions.

On the contrary, he appeared the

common father of them all, not

onlv proteding them, as far as bis

intelligence could reach, from the

oppreflion of the Turks, but becom-

ing himfelf occafionaliy the com-

pofer of their religious feuds, and

the mild reftrainer of their vio-

lence.

Wi'.h refpeft to government, he

faw perfeftly, and deeply lamented,

the incorrigible vices and abufes

wnich prevailed in every part of

the empire, and which were fo

clofely entwined in the conlHtution

itfelf, as not to afford a hope of his

being able to eradicate, or even to

reform them in any efFeftual degree.

He abhorred the janizaries, as an

iil-governed, turbulent, and mod:

dangerous body. Their entire dif-

foluiion, p.nd theellablifhment of the

military force of the empire upon

European principles, were the great

objtds of his wifhes through the

courfe of his reign ; and if it had

rot been his ill-fcrtune to have lived

in ' evil ^avs,'' and in a bad neigh-

bourhood, he might poffibly have

gone greater lengths towards their

attainment than may be now eafily

imagined. He was fond of peace,

becaufe it fuited his views, in train-

ing his fubjeds to the purfnit of

agriculture, manufatftures, and com-

merce, as the means to render them

rich and happy, and to which he

gave them every encouragement.

But he fufficiently fhewed that he

was not afraid of war, when necef-

fity required that fatal decilion.

We have the tellimony of the ce-

lebrated count de Vergennes, late

prime jniniiier of France, and for-

merly ambaffador at the Porte (who
can be confidered as no incompetent

judge) that Abdul Hamet v/as one
of the fuiell gentlemen he had ever

feen. Europeans were altoniftied

when they heard him difcouri'e with

intimate knowledge, of the Hate of
the arts, of the amufements, and of
the parties in their rcfpedlive coun-
tries ; when they heard him talk like

a connoifTeur of the mufic, operas,

and painting;! of Italy, of the French
and Englifh theatres, and flill more,
when he ftated the political views

and intereiis of the greater nations,

and talked familiarly of the French
intrigues in England and Holland,

and of the fadtions which they

formed or nurfed in thofe countries.

His favourite and happieft parties

were formed with the Chrillian

minifters at the Porte ; and of thefe,

the marquis de Choifeul Goufiier,

and fir Robert Ainflie, the French
and Englifh ambalTadors, feemed to

hold the firft place in favour. In

thefe private parties, all alTumption

of ftate and dignity was laid afide;

a perfect equality appeared, and the

moll unreferved freedom of conver-

fation took place. He was fond of

w ine, and was faid, upon thefe occa-

fions, fometimes to indulge it to ex-

cefs. It was in thefe moments of
hilarity that he laughingly faid, " if

" he were to become an infidel, he
" fhou'd afluredly embrace iheP.o-
" man Catholic communion, for

" that all the bell European wines
" grew in their countries ; and in-

" deed, that he had never heard of
" a good
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** a good Protefcant wine."—Upon
the whole, Abdul Hamet, the morn-

ing before his death, might have

been fafely clafTed among 'the beft

fovereigns then cxifting.

His fuccefibr Selim, of whom
great hopes feemed to have been

formed, as if deftined to reftore the

fortune and ^reatnefs of the em-
pire, foon fhevved himfelf equally

unworthy of the education which he

received, and of the inviolable in-

tegrity which his uncle had difplay-

ed in his favour. The opening of
his re;gn was fuUied by avarice and
rapacity, and his throne deeply ftain-

ed by cruelty and blood. The
wealth of the grand vizir juiTuf

Pacha, which was eilimated at about

a million fterling, pointed him out

a.s one of the hrll objefls for the

gratification of thefe fordid and inhu-

man palTions. Jnflead of acceptinp-

his wealth as the price of his life, his

blood was doomed to be facrificed to

his treafure.

This great minifter and general

was feizcd at the head of the grand
army at Rufhchiouk, and being con-

veyed prifoner to Conftantinople,

was fentenced to banifhment, and
to the forfeiture of his treafures

;

but this punilhment being, upen
rcfledlion, thought too mild, he was
murdered on the way to the place

of his exile, and his head being
brought back in triumph, was hung
up to ornament the gates or walls

of the feraglio. Confifcations and
executions were now become fafliion-

able, and their terror was lefTened by
their frequency ; while dillance or
obfcurity could only afford protec-

tion againll the rapacity and cruelty

of the new fuitan. The violent fpi-

rit of caprice and innovation with
which he was pofTcfTed, was ftill per-

haps more ruinous to the empire.

than even this vile fy.lem of go-
vernment. He feemed adling the

part of Rehoboam. Every thing

his uncle or the late grand vizir had
done or ell:ab1irhed, was altered or
overthrown, and, excepting the

cnptain pacha, or grand admiral,

every man was difpoiroficd of his

OiHce who was qualified to hold it.

The confeqiiences might have
been eafily foretold, far they could,

fc.ircely have been other than what
they aflually were. Fortune totally

abandoned the Turkifh ftandard.

The troops loft their accullomed
confidence and valour, and, along

with zeal and hope, the fpirit of cn-
terprize had fled from the com-
manders. It accordingly fell our,

that, from the time the caufes whicii

produced this fatal change had
taken full effeft, difmay, defeat, ^f-
grace, and ruin, were the conllant

concomitants of the Ottoman ar-

mies ; until, through a long feries

of loifcs and mifcarriages, and a
continual failure of all their hopes
and dcfign?, the empire was re-

duced to fo abjeft and deplorable

a flaie, as to owe its exiftence, in

any form, to the intervention of
thofe European powers, who were
interefted in preventing its total

dovvnfal.

The baflia of Widin was appoint-

ed grand \ izir, and only ferved in

that iUtion to fhew, how totally un-
qualified he was to fupply the place

of his illuftrious though unfortunate

predecefTor, and the egregious want
of wifdom that operated in the

change. The whole fcheme of the

campaign, as it had been formed by
the late fovcrcign and his general,

was now, like every thing clft-, en-

tirely changed; and in particular,

it was dcfigned, upon the new fyf-

tem, to conduit U\e war ofrcrfucly

agauiit



172] ANNUAL REGISTER, 1789.

againrt Ruflia, and defcnfively with

the emperor.

In defpite of the feverity of the

feafon, fome fmall but fevere ac-

tions had taken place in the coarfc

of the winter in Moldavia, between

the Ruffians and Turks, where

though the former were generally

fucceisful, the latter by no means

ihewed any lack of that vigour and

reiolution which they had difpiayed

in the preceding campaign. A
petty war of the fame nature was

carried on in the Budziack, and the

borders of Bender, between the

Ruffians and Tartars. In one of

thefe aflions, the death of the young

Tartar fuhan, eldell fon of the

khan, who lay on the field covered

by a heap of his friends, who pe-

rifhed bravely in his defence, and

in endeavouring to fave his body

from infult, afforded an opportunity

to general K.amenfkoi. to dillinguilh

himfelf by an ad of humanity which

did him more honour than the vidlory.

He had the body carefully fought

out, and all thofe relics which could

ferve to confirm its identity reco-

vered, from the rapacity of the fol-

diers, and fent by a deputation of

the neighbouring Greek prielts to

the unhappy father, accompanied

with a letter of condolence, tenderly

commiferating his fituation, de-

claring the deepnefs of his own re-

gret for the misfortuncj and lament-

ing the calamities of war, with that

fatal neceffity, which thus compel-

led brave men to be the deftroyers

of each other. The khan's letter

of acknowledgment in anfwer, may
be confidered as a model in minia-

ture, of natural, pathetic, and un-

affe(fled eloquence. The tender but

dignified fenfations of gratitude in

which he acknowledges his obliga-

tion to the Ruffian general, the re-

ligious piety and philofopliy, v.'itli

which, though evidently llruck to

the heart, he endeavoured to con-

fole his grief, by a due fubmiffion to

the will of Heaven, and a reflexion

on the uncertainty of human condi-

tion, as well as on the fatal events

of war, render it truly affe(51;ing, and
pleafingly melancholy. It may be

thought remarkable, that the Tar-
tar prince feeks no relief in the

uiual Greek and Reman confola-

tion, that his fon had died bravely :

it feems as if that circumftance was
too much a matter of courfe, either

to excite obfervation, or to afford

folace ; we fee the man and the fa-

ther naked and confeffcd, without

the affumption of an unnatural firm-

nefs, or the ai-tificial difguife of va-

nity.

Upon the expiration of the ar-

millice between the Auflrians and
the Turks, a petty, but fevere and
deftruttive war, was commenced,
and Cvmduded with great animofity

on both fides, all along the frontier?,

both on the fide of Traufylvania

and of the Danube, fn all thefe

quarters the Turks ftiewed great

vigour at the opening of the cam-
paign.

The emprefs of Ruffia, fully fen-

fible of the value of thofe great

events which hung upon the taking

of Oczakow, exceeded even her own
ufual magnificence in the rewards
which fhe bellowed upon the fortu-

nate conquerors. Prince Potemkin,
bcfides a letter of thanks, and the

honour of having medals ilruck to

eternize his glory, received a ftaff

of command, entwined with Laurel,

richly ornamented with diamonds,
and a prefent in money of a hun-
dred thoufand roubles. The gene-
rals, prince Repnin and Suwarow,
received magnificent gold - hiked

fwords.
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Uvords, richly fet with diamonds,

and the latter a gorgeous plume of
brilliants to wear in his hat. Ellates,

lots of peafants, and fums of money,
were diftributed to the other com-
manders ; gold-hilted fwords were

Ihowered upon the other officers

down to the rank of lieutenant co-

lone! and majoi ; the widow of an

artillery colonel, who was flain in the

attack, wa*;, with her children, con-

Ibled by a good eftate ; promotion

was extended to officers of a lower

order, and even the non-corr.mifTion-

ed fubaltems, and common foldiers

who were concerned in that affair,

were ornamented with fdver medals.

Neither the difappointment which

the emprefs had experienced in the

preceding year, in not being able

to fend a fleet to the Mediterranean,

nor even the probable continuance

of the war with Sweden, had been
fufficient to induce that great and
cnterprifmg woman entirely to re-

linqaifli her defigns upon Egypt.

The baron de Thori's, formerly

Ruffian conful at Alexandria, who
had been deeply engaged in the re-

bellion of the turbulent Beys, and
in the defolation which confequently

overfpread that rich and fertile

country, before the expedition of
the grand admiral had reduced them
to fome degree of reafon and order,

was, in the latter part of the pre-

ceding year, fcnt fecretly thither

again, in order to excite new com-
motions. For this parpofe he was
furnilhed with ample powers for

concluding a permanent treaty with

the two mofl powerful and ruling

Beys ; infuring to them the fove-

reignty of the country in perpe-
tuity, upon condition that they en-

tirely threw off the Ottoman yoke,
and placed themfelvcs under the

protection of the emprcfs, whofe

fleets and armies would be ready
eJfeftiially to fupport them.
The baron, thi's provided, hav-

ing landed fecretly at Alexandria,
and proceeded with the fame cau-
tion up the Nile, prcfcnted himfelf
to his old acquaintance, Ifmael
Bey, in his camp, for he was one
of the great Beys to whom his com-
iniffion was directed, and command-
ed the army in Lower Egypt. But
this man, moll unfortunately for the
baron, had totally changed his po-
litical principles-, or at leait his dif-

pofition with refpeft to the Ruffians;

he accordingly fent the envoy
bound, with his credentials and p?t-

pers, under a ftrong guard to the

Turkilh baflia at Grand Cairo,
who committed him to a clofe im-
prifonment in that callle. We are
not acquainted with the fubfequent
fate of the baron.

While fortune feemed yet waver-
ing in the fmall frontier war be-
tween the Auftrians and Turks,
and that the Bofniacs (appertaining
to the latter, but fighting for them-
felves) difijlayed afts of the moft
defperate and ferocious valour, the
Ruluans carried every thing before
ihem ia Moldavia; the Ottoman
genius and courage feeming to fmk
lo entirely in the face of that ene-
my, tiiat their troops did not feem
to bear the fame charafler with
thofe who were otherwife engaged.
Habitual ill fuccels, predeftinarian

principles, fuperHition, and the terror

excited by the flaughtcr at Ocza-
kow, Itruck officers and men with
fuch a panic, tlut they expeded
nothing but defeat, and were al-

ready beaten in idea, before a
blow was given. While caufes in

every thing dire*flly oppofitc, ope-
rating with no lei's force on the
other fide, the Ruffian advanced

upon
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upon his enemy in all the pride and

fecurity of allured triumph and eafy

xiclory.

la the laft days of April, general

Dorfelden gained a conliderable

viftory over a body of Turks on

the banl'.s of the river Sereth, where

leveral hundreds were killed, many
driven into the river and drowned,

and along with the lofs of their ar-

tillery, the baftia who commanded,
with feveral of his principal officers,

and a number of foldiers, were made
prifoners. The principal Turkilh

tbrce in the province was pofted in

aitrongly fortified campnear Galats,

and this fucccfs encouraged Dor-

felden to march incontinently to

their attack. On the hrft of May,
after an attlon of three hours, the

camp was Itormed in diftercnt quar-

ters, and nothing but rout, terror,

and {laughter enlued. About 1,500

Turks were killed ; a ballia of three

tails who commanded, with feveral

inierior baiha's> an unufual number

of officers, and above a thoufand

(bldiers, had the fortune to efcape

the fabre, and to become prifoners.

The camp, with its artillery, maga-

zines, (lores, trophies, and whatever

elfe it contained^ became a prey to

the vitlors.

The war raged on the borders of

Tranfylvania, between the T'urks

and Auftrians, through the month of

April, the climate there admitting

of early fervice ; the latter were fa-

tisfied to aft on the defenfive in

that quarter, where their polls and

pafTes in the mountains were too

llrong to admit of the enemy mak-

ing any great progrefs. The Turks

had an eye Ilili upon the Bannat,

into which they made an irruption

pretty early in the fcafon, which

was deemed fo ferious, that we find

marihal Haddick with the grand

army encamped at Wcilkirchen to-

wards the middle of the fummer.
Nothing of confequence was, how-
ever, done on either fide in that

province ; and it had been (o en-

tirely ruined in the preceding year,

that it could not fufFer much in the

prefent.

In the mean time marfhal Lau-
dohn, with the executive army, was

on the fide of Croatia, making the

neceffary preparations for the fie2:e

of Turkilh Gradifca, which had fo

manfully and repeatedly wirhilood

the Auilria.n attacks in the pall

year, and was now expeded to

make a very vigorous, if not

long defence. Having
^^^^^

brought forward a pro- •'

digious artillery, both of mortars

and battering cannon, and without

waiting to break ground or to in-

clofe the fortrefs, he commenced
his operations with a molt violent

cannonade and bombardment. This,

however, which could only have

been done with a view to difpirit

the garrifon and to fliaiter the

houfes, produced an efi'edl which

the marflial had little reafon to ex-

pe6l ; for on the morning of the

fccond day's bombardment, the

Turks evacuated the fortrefs, on
the fide that was open towards the

mountains, and marched off bag

and baggage in good order, with-

out interruption, the conquerors

feeming too well fatished with their

cheap fucccfsj to attempt diiVarbing

their retreat.

It is difficult to determine the

motive, or to account for the prin-

ciple, which could have induced the

new grand vizir, or whoever con-

duced the war under him in that

quarter, to have given up this for-

trefs fo eafily. Befides its ftrength,

the garrifon had been trained up in

a fuc-
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men killed or taken, the whole army
difperfed and ruined, while the ar-

tillery and fpoils of the camp, with
the town of Fockfan, and all its ma-
gazines, fell into the hands of the
vigors. It was fo new a fpeclacle

at Vienna to behold any marks of
lucctfs or triumph arifing from
this hitherto unfortunate war, that

the arrival of the exprefs upon
this occasion, preceded by a number
of horns, and difpiaying a few of
the raoft portable trophies of vic-
tory, diftufcd an excefs of joy be-
yond all defcription among the in-

habitants ; and if the unfortunate
emperor's ftate of health had not
been too deplorable to admit reliefj,

it is not to be doubted, but this,

along with the fucceeding fort-uhate
•

events which were foon to take
place, might have contributed much
to his recovery.

The grand vizir, who, amon^ his

other yain-gJorious afTumptions^ had
boldly pledged himfeif for the re-

covery of Oczjikow, made many
preparations and movements which
indicated a defign of endeavouring
to fulfil his promife ; but a dreadful
fcarclty of provlfjons .which forely

diftrefied h's army, along with ths
watchful, eye of the Ruflians upon
all his motions, and above all, tlie

torrent of ill fortune which now be-
gan to overwhelm him from every
quarter, not only erafed all traces

of that defign, but foon convinced
him, tliat even the prefervation of
Bender was not within the compafg
of his power or fortune.

We have already fcen that gene-
ral Kamenfkoi, who commanded the
Ruffian forces in Bellarabia, had
ported them in fuch a manner through
the winter, as, without forming a
regular blockade, greatly to incom-
mode the garrifon of Bender, by

cutting

a fuccefsful courfe of defence, and

were in the habit of baffling their

enemy. LauJohn himfeif, not-

withllanJiig the rapid fuccefs of

his arms in taking other places, had

been foiled before this in the pre-

ceding year, the winter having

oblii^. ,1 him to abandon it after a

fiet','" of conliderable length. But

li was otherwife a place of the ut-

moft importance. For it might be

confidered as the great and princi-

pal outwork of Belgrade ; it being

the only fortrefs now left, which

could have rendered the fiege of

that place difScuk, if not impracti-

cable ; and the whole time fpcnt

before the former would have been

fo much gained to the fecurity of

the latter ; for if the fiege of Bel-

grade had been procraftinated to a

certain feafon, the rivers would have

fought in defence of the town upon

the approach of winter. This was

fo well underftood by marflial Lau-
dohn, that as foon as he had taksn

poiL-flion of Gradifca (by the Turks
called Bcrbir) he immediately com-
menced, with the utmoft aiTiduity,

his preparations for the fiege of
Belgrade.

The prince of Saxe Cobourg had
the fortune of retrieving the honour

of the Auilrian arms, by obtaining

the firft victory of any moment
which they had gained in the courfe

of the prcfent war. A Turkiili fe-

rafquier at the head of an army of

30,000 men being encamped near

Fockfan in Wallachia, which town
he had fortified, and formed great

magazines in it, the prince of Co-
bourg, with a much inferior force,

attacked him in his camp, and
gained a mofl: complete vidory.

The ferafquier himielf, with a num-
ber of his principal ofllcers, were
taken prifoners, above 5.000 of his
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cutting ofF their communications

and intercepting their i'upplies.

This being not only continued, but

the evil augmented in the fine wea-

ther of fummer, the garrifon was
reduced to great dillrefs, and its re-

lief became a matter of necefiity.

The prince of Anhalt Bernbourg,

who had gained great renown at the

taking of Oczakow, and now com-
manded a detachment of Kamcn-
Ikoi's army, derived an opportunity,

from this ftate of things, of adding

new laurels to the former. He had
the fortune, near Caufchan, on the

Niefter, to fall in with a fcrafquier,

at the head of feven or eight thou-

fand fpahis, or Turkifh cavalry, who
were conducting relief to the garri-

fon of Bender. Though the prince

was inferior in force, he inllantly

attacked the Turks, and feems to

have had no great difficulty in to-

tally routing and difperfing them,

their convoy, and every thing they

poffeffed, failing into his hands, and

the feraftjuier himfelf being made
prifoner.

But defeats were now to become
fo common with the Ottomans, as

to afford no matter of furprife cither

to themfelves or others. As none

of the contending parties are in the

habit of giving any precife detail

of their military movements or

tranfaftior.s, we can only acquire a

knowledge of events of fome noto-

riety as they occurred, without any

information as to the previous Heps,

caufes, or motives v/hich led to them.

Thus, in the prefent infiancejWe find

the grand vizir, not long after the

battle of Fockfan, with his whole

army, in the heart uf V/allachia,

without any account how or where

he pafFed the Danube.

In whatever manner he entered

that province, this enterprize proved

fatal to his army, and nearly fo to

the Ottoman empire. The com-
bined forces of Auftria and Ruffia,

under the prince of Cobourg and
general Suwarow, eftimated only

at about 30,000 men, had the

hardihood to attack the o ^ j

grand Turkifh army, faid P "

to confift of between ninety and a

hundred thoufand, near Martinefti,

where they gained, with little difH-

culty or lofs, one of the moll fignal

and extraordinary viflories known
in modern times. We have no par-

ticulars of the mode of attack, of
the nature of the ground, nor any
of the circumftances that led to this

cheap viftory. Nothing is related

but the rout, {laughter, purfuit and
difperfion of the grand Turkith
army, as if thefe had been matters

of courl'e, and the inevitable confe-

quences of their meeting.

Above 5,oco Turks were killed

on the fpot, and about 2,000 in the

purlui: ; and nothing but the blunt-

ed fwords, the wearied arms, and
the tired horfes of the purfucrs, could

have checked the fiaughter. Few
or no prifoncrs were made, the rage

and indi'jnation of the Turks being-

ex'cited in fuch a degree by the

ihamefiilnefs of their defeat, (which,

as ufual, they attributed entirely to

their general) that they difdained

to accept of quarter. The whole
camp as it ftood, including the grand
vizir's tents and equipage, became
a prey to the viftors. 300 camels,

400 oxen, 5,000 loaded wag-
gons, 8,000 tents, 6 mortars, 17
pieces of heavy cannon, 64 field

pieces, near 100 flandard?, with a
prodigious quantity of ammunition
and itorcs, were among the fpoils

and trophies of vittory. A few
hundredmcn in killed and W'Ounded,

was the whole lofs of the vidors.

The
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The fugitives having croffeJ the

ilttle river Rimini, continued their

flight, without intermiinon, towards

the borders of the Danube, which

they pafled as they could, with the

utmoft precipitation, rending the air

with exclamations and curfes againft

their general . The grand vizir had

the ill fortune to efcape ; he was

dellined, befidcs the loi's of his head,

which at the end of the campaign
was the clofe of his military career,

defervedly to endure the taunts,

feoffs, and reproaches of the popu-

lace, wliich he incurred by liis llupid

arrogance and blind contempt of his

warlike enemies, in caufmg an im-

menfe quantity of iron chains to be

made, when he took the command
of the army, in order to manacle the

legions of Auilrian and Ruflian pri-

foners, who he vainly expeded to

drive before him to Conllantinople

as monuments of his triumph. He
was evidently a headfirong, ignorant

man, deftitute of every quality *ne-

ceii'ary for a general, excepting thofe

merely ofenterprize and courage;

and it feemed as if nothing lefs than

the ill fortune incident to a falling

empire, could have induced the

choice of fuch a fupportcr for the

tottering fabric.

This great and fplendid viclory

raifed the prince of Saxe Cobourg
nearly to the pinnacle of military

renown, and the emperor,along with

other mavks of his favour ar.d gra-

titude, promoted him immediately
to the rank of held marihal. The
emprcfs of RuiTia Ukcwife confider-

td this vidlory of fuch great im-
portance with refpecl to her views
upon Bender, that, along with great
compliment and praife, flie, in her
ufual magnihcencc, prsfcnted the
prince with a magniiicent gold fnufF

box, fo richly ornamented with dia-

VoL. XXXf.

monds, as to be valued at i6,cco

roubles.

We have before fecn that marflial

Laudohn had early commenced his

preparations for the fiege of Bel-

grade, and thefe were carried to an
extent, and occalioned a walle of
time, which, if we may be allowed

to form any opinion from the event,

neither the magnitude nor difficulty

of the fervice rendered neceffary.

In particular, a fleet of armed vefiels

was formed on the Danube for that

purpofe, which was, indeed, prac-

tifed in former fieges ; but in thofe

days the enemy had an equal force

on the rirer ; i'o that the naval con-

tefts on the Danube emul'^ted thofe

of other nations on the ocean. But
in the prefent inflance, it does not

appear that the Turks had any force

whatever on tiie river. Cullom and
precedent are, hov.ever, matters of
confideration in all German tranf-

adlions, and a general being under
ti:e ccntroul, in a confider?.b'e de-

gree, of the couticil ofwar at v ienna,

finds it neceifary to comply with

c.;aL)liihed forms, even where they

militate v.ith his own opinion.

On the 1 2th of September, the

feveral diviiions of Lar.dohn's army
united, without oppofr.ion, at the

heights of Dedina, near Belgrade,

where they encamped, having a full

command of the old lines of cir-

cumvallation conuructed by prince

Eugene, in the celebrated fiege of

1717: a circumllance which could

not but greatly facilitate their ope-

rations; as thcfe lines, from what-

ever caule or negligence it proceed-

ed, had ill no degree been fufficicntly

erafed.

We do not find that the befiegcrs

met with any great interruption from
the garrifon in their approaches, io

that the trenches were fpeedily

[M] cp.red.
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opened, and batteries conflructed

on the ude of the heights, where
marlhal Laudohn commanded,
againll the upper town, and by the

prince de Ligne, on the borders of
theSaavejOppofue to Semlin, againll

the lower. The fatal defeat which
the Turks received at Martineili,

on the 22d, could not but produce

its eiFeft on the fpirit and hope both

of the befieged and besiegers. It

wa? poliibly a fenfe of its operation

wnich ir«duced M. Laudohn, after a

terrible cannonade and bombard-
ment, to affauit at the fame time,

early on the morning of the lail day
of the month, all the fuburbs and

outworks of the place, which were
all carried fwcrd in hand.

The body of the place being thus

left naked, and all relief hopelefs,

it could not be expeifled to hold out

long, and the Turki(h governor

^n. q accordingly, in about a

week, liftened to a capitula-

tion. By this time the Aufiirians

had nearly filled up the ditch with

fafcines, had chafed the beheged out

of the covered way, had advanced
their batteries within 150 yards of

the body of the plac^, had deftroy-

ed the beft houfes in the town, and
among the reft the governor's palace,

by their fhells and red-hot bails ; to

complete the impofiibllity of farther

defence, their prodigious artillery,

with the weight and nearnefs of their
uninterrr.itting fire, had difmantlcd

mofl: of the cannon upon the works,

at the fame time that they had mines
ready to fpring under two principal

ballions av.d a ravelin, which would
have laid the place entirely open.

In this ftate of things Olraan
Pacha, the governor, requefted an
armiftice for 16 days ; a compliance,
withwhich itvv'as notpoiliblehe could

Isave ftrioufly e.vpeded, Thi: be-

ing peremptorily refufed, and onT/

a few hours allowed for drawing up-

and figning the capitulation, the

governor v/as obliged to fubmit to

the neceffity of his fuuation. Lau-
dohn, upon this occafion, as upon all

others, acled the part of a foldier

and a man of honour. Satisfied

with the important and great con-

quell he had made, and the glory he

acquired, he diidained toopprefs the

unfortunate, or to trample upon the

fallen. This was the more praife-

worthy, as the obftinacy with which
the governor rejedcd all his propo-

fals, even after the outworks and
fuburbs were taken, v/culd, in the

opinion of other commanders, have

warranted no fmall feverlty of treat-

ment. Yet, notwlthrtanding, he

was fadafied with giving the go-
vernor a gentle rebuke for his con-

tumacy, at the fame time that he
granted the molt favourable and ho-
nourable conditions. The garrifon

and inhabitants were fecured in all

their property and effeifls of every

fort; and even the merchants, who
had flocks of provilions on their

hands, were allowed to fell them at

the bell price they could get ; and,

to prevent all impofition and fraud,

the marflial himfelf defired, that four

Turkilli commilVaries ftioujd be left

behind to manage the fales. The
garrifon, with their women, families

and effetls, were to be conveyed, in

the bell manner, by water to Orfova,

under the care of an Aaitrian efcort,

for whofe good condud and beha-

viour the marfhal rendered himfelf

anfvverable. The inhabitants, of

?.!! religions, with their effeds, were
to be conveyed in the fame manner;

and full fecurity was granted to all,

for any property which they had not

time or opportunity to cifpofe of

before their departure. There was

a fpecial
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a fpeclal article, that the Jews and
Chrillians of Servia (hould be treat-

ed with every degree of indulgence

in their conveyance. It is fingular,

that the ufual honours of war are

not mentioned on either fide.

—

About 300 pieces of heavy artillery,

with an immenfe quantity of ftores

and ammunition, were found in the

place.

It feemed as if the emperor, v/lio

confidered himfelf as fo little a fa-

vourite of fortune in the fore part

of his life, that he once, in a fit of

vexation, recommended the follow-

ing infcription as the proper one for

his monument: "Here lies ,

who never fucceeded in any of his

undertakings," was now deftlned,

near its cloie, to be overwhelmed
with her favours. He had fcarcely

time to ruminate upon and enjoy

the glad tidings of the great victory

at Martinelli, when general Klebcck,

in the habit of a courier, and preceded
by 24. poftilions founding their horns,

arrived with the more intereftlng

and important news of the taking

of Belgrade. The lick and ex-

haufted monarch quitted his bed to

receive the joyful news. The for-

mer ill fuccefs, had prepared the

people for the moft e::travagant joy

on this extraordinary reverfe of for-

tune. All the evils of the war, and
all the diftrefles of the people

through taxation and military con-

fcription, were at once forgotten,

and the rejoicings now at Vienna
had not probably been exceeded,

fmce the famous John Sobie&i had
faved that capital from the Turks
in the year 1683. The empe/or
fent liis own diamond ftar, of the

order of Maria Therefa, to marfhal

Laudohn ; .".n honour the more dif-

tinguifhed, as he had hitherto ad-

mitted of no companions, excspting

the princes of his own family, in

that order.

Even the emperor's health feem-

ed to derive feme benefit from the

prefent tide of good fortune ; though
his conftitution was too far gone to

admit of a permanent relloration.

The evil habit of his body had
added to his primary diforders, of a

pulmoflary confumption, with a flow

fever, v\'hich terminated final ly in a

heftic, xhzt mofl: painful caufe of

complaint, a fiftula; for which he
had been obliged to undergo, be-

fides an exceffive lofs of blood, more
than one manual operation. He
appeared now, however, to approach

fo far towards a recovery, that he

difmiffed, with the mofl: liberal and
princely rewards, an eminent phyfi-

cian, and a furgeon of the {"ame rank,

who it had been thought neceilary

to call in to the aiTiftance of his

ufual medical attendants. It hap-
pened unfortunately, that this gleam
of hope was tr^nfient and illufive.

It was about the time that Bel-

grade was taken, that the grand
admiral, HafTan Pacha, thinking,

perjiaps, that the fingular good for-

tune which had attended him through

life might ftill continue, and enable

him to refilt that torrent of ruin

which was overwhelming the em-
pire, thought fitting to quit the com-
mand of the fleet in the Black Sea,

(where fome indecifive aflions only

had taken place during the prefent

feafon) and to endeavour to fave

Bend&r, by taking the command of

the army in Eefi^arabia, and com-
mitting every thing to the danger-

ous decifion of a battle with the

grand Ruifian army, under the

princes Potcmkin and Repnin, train-

ed up, as it was, in a conllant courfe

of cunquefl and vi-flory.

The hoilile armies met at Tobak
[M] 2 in
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in Beflarabia, not far from Bender,

where the Turks fecmed, under the

aufpices of Hafian Bey, to have re-

covered their former confidence and

courage. But the grand admiral's

fortune was row to dcfert him ; and,

after a hard fought battle, for fevc-

ral hours obllinately maintained, iiis

army was totally defeated, with the

lofs of feveral thoufand men, and of

the greater part, if not the whole, of

their artillery. We have had vari-

ous opportunities of feeing, that one

of the moft fatal as well as the mo{l:

common confequencesoftheTurkifh

deficiency in dilcipline and taflics

is, that they are incapable of draw-

ing an army off from a field in the

face of the enemy, or of conducing a

retreat properly; fo that their bat-

tles admitting of no medium, ab-

folute vidory or total defeat are the

only alternatives. This battle de-

cided the fate of Bender; before

U'hich prince Potemkin im.mediately

fat down ; but notwithfianding the

long dillrefs it had already under-

gone, it was not furrendered until

the middle of November.
Every thing now, either fell be-

fore or fled from the arms of the

combined powers, and it fecmed as

if notliing lefs than the winter could

have prevented the fubverfion of

the Ottoman empire, atleall in Eu-

rope; its exigence afterwards mufl

have been fhort indeed ! The
Turks were now fo funk and dif-

pirited, that they could no longer

bear the fight of their enemy, and

any fmall Auftrian or Ruffian de-

tachment was fufficient to difperfe

any number of thofe that attempted

to form a body. The Afiatics,

llruck with horror at the idea of

being compelled to endure an Eu-
ropean winter, could not be retain-

ed any longer, by entreaty or force.

but marched olF, without leave or

notice, in great bodies to the Helle-

fpont. And while the Porte was
thus overborne on the fide of Eu-
rope, her ancient and implacable

enemies, the Perfians, hoping to

profit by her prefent diftrefs, feem-

ed for a time to forget thofe mutual

animofities which feemed incurable,

and began to direft thofe fwords,

which had for fo many years been
drenched in civil blood, againft her

eaftern frontiers. To render her

fituation ftill more deplorable, and
even hopelefs, anarchy and infurrec-

tion prevailed in feveral of the bell:

provinces oF the empire.

The Ruffians purfued their con-
quells to the Black Sea, where the

ftrong port town of Bialogrod, more
generally known of late years by
the Turkilh name of Ackirman,
fituated at the mouth of theNiefter,
fell without much difficuhy into their

hands ; fuch being the prefent ftate

of hopelefTnefs and diforder, that

the garrifon was not competent to

its defence. Kylia Nova, another

fortrefs, lying on the northern mouth
of the Danube, and which in better

times would have been deemed a

conqueft of difiiculty, became now
likewife an eafy prey.

The Auftrians were likewife car-

rying every thing before them ;

Euchareit, the capital of Wallachia,

the ftrong fortrefs of Czcrnitz, with

the greateil part of that fine pro-

vince, notwithrtanding the uncon-
querable fpiritand indefatigable ex-

ertions of prince Maurojeni, (who
of all their chriftian fubjects was
difi:inguifhed for never fwervlng

from his faith and loyalty to the Ot-
tomans) fell incontinently into their

hands. On the fide of Servia they

were no lefs fuccefsful ; having ta-

ken Cladova, the places of lefs

^ itrength
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great as it was, complete without.

It is but juiHce to Sclim (whofe

condudT: upon liis acceffion we re-

prehended with not more feverity

than julHce) to acknowledge, that

he bore this unexampled torrent of
ill fortune wi:h the greateft conllan-

cy and lirmnefs, and that, inftead of
finking in defpondency, or of per-

fevering in a vain reliance on his

native powers, he had judgment
enough to perceive that they were
totally incapable of preferving the

empire, and fpirit enough to feek

for other refources wherever they

could be- found. With this view iie

refumed the policy of his uncle, and
looked to Europe as the only quar-

ter which could afford a countcr-

poife to the exorbitant power and
ambition of the two domineering

empires. Sweden had already done
all that (he could, and m.ore thaa

ftie could bear ; but the dii'propor-

tion of force was io vaft, that while

fne ruined herfelf in the attempt,

the effed which it produced in tne

operations of Ruflia againft the Porte

were fcarcely perceptib-e. Other al-

liances were then to be fought, and, as

France was now out of the queliion,

the king of Pruffia, and the mari-

time powers, were the only objetll

ot hope ; and indeed the only Eu-
ropean itates who were capable of

interfering with effect in cneckiug

the progrcfs of tne combined em-
p;res. He accordingly laia himielf

out with the greatcll aliiduity to cul-

tivate the fnendlliip of thefe three

powers, and to enter into the cloieft

poffible aihancv; and connexion witk

them ; thus relling las hope ol pre-

venting the downtalot ihcCrelccnt,

and the overthrovv of Mahomctan-
ifm, upon chriflian aliiftance, inftead.

of the aid of his prophet.

IM] 3 CHAP,

ftrength and confcquence furrender-

ed without oppofuion, and they over-

run the province to the walls of

Orfova. There, however, their

progrefs was flayed, by the virtue

and unexpected firmnefs of thegar-

rifon ; who, at a time when all

hearts were funk in difmay and ter-

ror under the prefent torrent of

misfortune, boldly rofe to oppofe

the danger, and, difdaining to lillen

to any terms of accommodation^,

prepared for the moll obllinate de-

fence.

The fiege of Orfova was com-
menced with all the expedition, and
the operations condudled wit.i all the

vigour, which a fenfe of the latenefs

of the feafon, and flrong refentment

for the confident prefumption of

the garrifon, could pofTibly induce.

A terrible bombardment, with

lliowers of red-hot balls, and all the

other modern methods of acceler-

ating the deHrudion of fortreffs^,

were accordingly recurred to with

unceafing violence. But the minds

of the befieged were not eafily fub-

dued ; and they covered and main-
tained their works with fuch defpe-

rate valour, that the impreffion

made on them bore no proportion

to tne fury with which tney wtre
affaulied. By this means the pro-

greis of the Auflrians was protraft-

ed, until the leverity of the wmter,
operating as a powerful auxiliary,

compelled them to raife the hege

;

and thereby afforded that meed of
honour to the garrifon which their

unequalled bravery To highly merit-
ed. I'his dilappointment was the

more felt, as it was well known in

the army, that the emperor let his

mind particularly upon the taking
of Orfova, and could not at all re-

gard the fuccels of the campaign.
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CHAP. VIIL

Difficult and emharrajjedJlate of the king of Stueden^s affairs at the clofe of the

year 1 788, mt^ithjlanding the armijJice n.vith the Danes, and the retreat of
their army out of the kingdom. Situations in 'vchich the fncji daring and ha-
xardous vicafures become prudent and neceffary afts. Gujia-vus heroically de-

termines to overcome his difficulties, and thereby reirie-ve his affairs, or to

perijh in the encounter. Fortunately, not-ivithjiandingfame internjeningjealou-

fes, the thres loiver claffet of the people fill continued much attached to him.

Incurable animcjity of the equefiriaa order. Dietfummoned to meet at Stock-

holm. King calls a 7neeting of the magijirates, accompanied b^f fifty of the

Piojl ancient and refpcdable citizens cf that capital, to <whom, as to a grand
council offate, he communicates, in a7noJi eloquent fpeech, the ^uoholeftate of
his afairs ; ffexvs^ ho=tv his ini^eterciteforeign enemy had, by infidioufly prac-

tifng upon his oivn difaffeSIedfuhjecls , rendered them the injhuments offruf-
trating all the ivell-laid defigns, and hlafiing all thefair hopes of the pre-

ceding campaign, .Affembly encourage the king to the profecution of the nxary

and engage to fupport him nvith their linjes andfortunes againft all his ene-

mies. Diet meets. Eqtiefirian orderfoon Jhe^-w their indifpoftion tofiand upon

good terms ivith the king. 'They firJi cavilled about the body offree Dalecar-

lians, n<jh:ch had joined the king noith fo much zeal in the preceding feafon

of danger, being garrifoned in Stockholm. This the nobles refented ivith much
ill-humour, on the double account of its being an infraSlion of the freedom of
the diet, aJid of its being a direil aff'ro?it to their order, from its implying a

fufpicion of their loyalty and honour. But beitig totally unfupported by the

ether orders, their ill-humour on this ground comes to nothing. The king ha-v-

ing appointed count Loivenhaupt to be marfpal of the diet, the nobility, on that

account, injult himfo grofsly, that he ahfetits himfelffrom difcharging the duties

cf his fiation underfuch public difoonour. The king, finding himfelf fecure in

the attachment of the three other orders, goes to the diet to demand reparationfor
the infult offered to himfelf through the mo.rJhal. High ^ojords and very har/h

language betvjeen the king and the nobles, lattil he thronvs out a charge of dif-

effe^Lonand treafon, nvithout naming particular perfons, njjhen they all quit

the affembly in a body. Kijig makes afpeech to the remaining fates, nvhich is

received vjith fatisfatiion. Three days after, tbeir houfes beingfuddetilyfur-

rounded by detachments ofthe guards and of the armed burghers of Stockhohn^

25 uf the principal nobility of the kingdom are feized, andfent prifoners totht

cafile of Fredericfi:off'. Mutinous cotnmanders and offcers in Finland already

errefted, and on theirn.vay, as prijoners, to Stockholm, to be tried for their

li'ves. Ordered to preparefor their trials. Names offevcral of thefe unfor-

tunate gentlemen. King^s conduB meets fuch general approbation, that the

fmalleft commotion is not produced by thefe i>iolent meafures. Numberlefs re-

Jignations take place ; fpirit andfirength of the equeftrian order entirely bra-

ken. Dangerous precedent eftablijhed againft the nobility, of carryiitg on the

public bufinefs in the diet tvithout them, JSe-zo prinjileges granted to the pea-

fants. Senate entirely abolijhedf and a neiu court appointed to fupply its

place. King^sfpeech to the diet. A3 of confederation. King, triumphant

at heme, prepares for thi profecution cf the n.{jar, by fea and land, -^ith the

• uttnot}
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sttmojl njigour. Si"verc Jtntcnccs pajjcd ou the Finland officers, confiderahly

mitigated through the king^s lenity. Succe/sful efforts of Mr. Elliot, in be-

half of the allied couj-ts, to induce the court of Copenhagen to agree to a Jlricl

neutrality, relieves the S^McdiJh fo-->ereigr.fsm all apprchenfon on that fide.

War in Finland. Roughface, andfauage nature of the country, little cal-

culatedfor rapidfuccefs or brilliant atlion. A number rffmall butfefere and
hloody actions -take place. Encounter betvjeen the Ruffian feet, andihe S-Tjce-

dijh commanded by the duke of Sudermania, terminates ivithout dccifion or

effect. Baron SteFtnk defeats the Ruffan general de Schultz. Thisfuccefs
counterbalanced by the hajly and dangerous retreat fjhich the king -z'.'as obliged

to make out of Ruffan Finland, i^^'tg expofe> his perfon like a cotnmo i --volun-

teer. Takes liogj'ors, 'i.vhere he isJoined by hisfeet ofgallie , and other light

njeffelsi -which arefpeeddy attacked by the prince of Njfau, 'with a flmilar

armamenf. UnujiiaHy hard-foughi, defptrute, and bioody adion, betnjjeen the

hojlile fleets. S-ivedes 'UJorJieJ, and obliged to retire under the cannon of
S<iveaourg. Greetfuperiority of the Ruffans in point ofnumber, could not be

compenfattd by an)- exertions of -valzur. "This action decifeve 'with refpecl to

thefortune of the campaign. King again retires, 'with much difficulty and
danger, from the Ruffian territories, and his garrifon at Hogfors narro'wly

cfcapcs being cut off. R.ffans, --while theiveather perm'ts, become majle>-s of
thefea, andfpread terror every -where. Winter puts an end to the campaign,
end the kinz returns to his cafntal.

WE fa'.v in our laft volume

the exceedingly embarralled

flate of the king of Sweden's 2*i7airs,

and the more than common perfonal

and political dangers with which he

was environed in the latter part of

the year 1788; and, though theie

were much leffcned by that power-

ful interpo/ition which, towards the

clofe of the year, obliged the Danes
to withdraw their invading auxiliary

army, and to conclude an armilHce

for fix months, yet he was lliil in-

volved in fuch diflicultiebas rendered

his fituation extremely critical, for
t\\Q confequenccs of his being over-

borne in war, by an enejiiy too

mighty for his contention with any
reaionable profpeft of faccefs, form-
ed only a part of the evil* and dan-
gers which he had to apprehend.
That enemy, by her influence and
cabals with his own fubjefts, had
found means to fliake his authority

in tJhe very feat of his power. He

had already experienced the fir.gukr

misfortune, of a wc:ll-dif>;iplined and
undaunted army, not c.nly queltion-

ing his nrJers, but heightening the
difgrace to him and to themfelves, by
refufmg, in the field, and in the
view of a foreign enemy, to draw
their fwords in his behalf. The
army's entering afterwards into a
conventioB, and alluming the au-
thority of concluding an armiftice

with the fame enemy, and that with-
out confulting the king's approba-
tion, or feeking his conient, could

not add much to the efFeS of their

former condudl, with refpect either

to military fubordination, or to the

point of allegiance. Thus the na-

ture of the war was totally changed,
and inftead of any quellions upon
that fubjciit, the only Itate problem
now feemed to be, whether the king
Ihould continue to reign in any
form.

He had indeed difficulties to en-

[l^l^ 4 counicr.
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counter, which would have required

all the 'ortltude and all the abilities

of cither the hrft, or the great

Gurtavus to iurmoant. In this llate

of" altairs, peace muft have been of
all things the moil: defirable to the

king, and the moll fuitable to his

circumftances. But his potent enemy-
was too haughty, and too implacable
in her relVntments, to lillen now to

peace upon any terms of equality.

She had befides too intimate a know-
ledge of his affairs, and too clear a

view of the difficulties and dangers

with which he was furrounded, not

fully to comprehend the advantages
that were to be derived from them :

ib that political intereft and perfonal

"animofjty were equally indicative of
the courfe to be purfued. The king

faw that peace could not be hoped
for upon any conditions, which would
not be in the laft degree difcrraceful

r O i>

at prefent, and totally ruinous to the

rights and intercils of the crown in

future. That he muft have figned a

charte blanche, to be filled up by
his mortal enemy : that the imme-
diate and inevitable confequence

would have been, his return to that

wretched ftate of thraldom under

which his father had languilhed

through life, and v/hich reduced him
to the hard necefiity of determining
to relinquilli a crov.'n, rather than to

bear the name of it, fubjefted to

the affronts and mortifications which
lie continually experienced'.

There \vas no alternative but that

of putting Qve.'cy thing, crown and
exiilence, to the liazard, in an he-

roic endeavour to overcome the dif-

ficulties and kirraount the dangers
that ftood in his way. It was a

fituation as new as it was dangerous ;

involved in war with a fuperior

enemy, and diftraded by internal

diiTeniion, to attempt a reform of

government, and the new-modelling

and punilhmcnt of a mutinous army,

under the eyes of that enemy, and

which had itfelf been the author

both of the diffention and mutiny.

Highly emulous of the glory of the

moit renowned of his predeceffors,

Guilavus felt his^mind equal to the

magnitude of the difiiculty and dan-

ger ; and, in the worft event that

could happen, he determined rather

to perifh in the generous encounter,

than to fink into the obfcurity and

infignificance to which, in the pre-

fent circumftances, he muft have

been condemned by the degrading

conditions of fuch an inglorious

peace as he could now only obtain.

It happened very fortunately for

the king, that through his reign,

and even during his father's life, he

had highly gained the opinion, at-

tachment, and affedion of the lower

claffes of the people. The order of
peafants was generally devoted to

him, and the burghers in no fmall

degree ; we have heretofore {'ttvi

more than one ioftance, of the rtrong

attachment which the citizens of

Stockholm, in particular, bore to

his perfon, and of the advantages

which he derived from it. It is

true, that one ad of his reign, as

well as fome fu'bfcquent duplicity

with which he was charged relative

to it, contributed not a little to lefl'en

his popularity. This was the mo-
nopoly of brandy, the making and

fale of which "v/as feized by the

crown, and no private diftillcries

admitted. No impofition could have

been more grievous info poor a coun-

try, where fuch immenfe quantities

of that commodity are of necefiity

confumed, and where every man that

pleafed was before his own diftiller.

In confequence of great complaints

and ftrong remonfb'ances on the fub-

jed.
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jctl, the peafants underftood ac a

former diet, that the king had agreed

to rehnquifli the monopoly. But it

was fo produdlive a fource of ready-

money revenue, that the king could

not eafily bring himfeif to forego

the benefit which he derived from it,

and this non-compliance being con-

fidered as a breach of faith, could

not but occafion much difcontent.

But notwithftariding this jealoufy,

the influence which the king had

obtained with the three lower orders

of the ftate could only be weakened,

nnd he ftill poflcfleda greater portion

of it than ufually fell to the lot of

fovereigns.

On this popularitv, and on his own
dexterity ana courage in its applica-

tion, novv re lied all hope of the king's

being able tofubdue,oreven tocoun-

teraft, the incorrigible obilinacy of

the equeftrian order; the principals of
whom were fo implacable in their rc-

fentments on account of the revolu-

tion, that, after a Japfe of fo many
years, no favours, preferments, ho-

nours, or even apparent ties of friend-

fliip,leemed capable of caring their

animofity. Some of them, however,
llood upon more honourable ground,

and feemed, independent of party

or faction, to aft up to what they

deemed their public duty, and to

the true principles of patriotifm.

This was particularly exemplitied by
fome of thofe commanders, who had
acquired the greateil glory, and per-

formed the molT: fignal fervice, in

the bloody naval aftion of the pre-

ceding year againlt Ruffia. Having,
when involved in the occafion, filled

up with applaufe all the duties of
men of honour and gallant officers,

the fame nicety of principle which
operated in fervice, forbade them
any farther to fupport a war, which
they held to be unconftitutional and

illegal ; they accordingly refigne

d

their commi2ions, as foon as the

campaign was clofed, and the fleet

fafely laid up : thus voluntarily tear-

ing away the laurels which they had
fo nobly attained.

The king had fammoned a diet to

meet at Stockholm early in the year

1789; and upon his return from
Gottenburgh to that city, thinking

it nece^Tary, in order to maintain and
incrcafc his inlluence with the inha-

bitants, and as ufefully preparatory

to the execurion of thofe meafures

which he had determined to adopt,

he called a meeting of all the ma-
gillrates, to which he likewife in-

vited fifty of the moft rcfpeclablc

and ancient citizens. Nothing
could be more flattering than the

importance and diflinction which
they feemed thus to attain ; while

the king, looking clearly into the

minds of men, gave it full efteft,

by treating theaflVmbly as if it were
a grand council of Ifate, in whofc

breafts the fate of nations was con-

centered. After exprelBng the moft

grateful fenfe, and in the moR flat-

tering terms, of the readinefs with

which they accepted, and the fide-

lity with Vv'hich they had difcnarged,

the great truli ne repoled in them,

cf being the protectors of every

thing that was molt dear to him
during his abfence, he then laid be-

fore them the whole ftate of public

affairs; ihewed the fair profpcft

which he had had in the preceding

year of a moft fuccelsful campaign,

and of retrieving the glory of Swe-
den, when he was arrefted in the

midft of his hopes and purfuit, by
the infidious intrigues of their inve-

terate enemy, which were, unhap-
pily, too well fecond(^d by the dif-

aifeftion of a number of his own
fubjeds, which extended fo far as to

contaminate
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contaminate his army, nr.d led it to

the dilgraceful and fatal exccfs of a

nuitiny» in the prefenceof their fo-

vereign, and in the face of a foreign

enemy. On this fubjed, and on the

nnexpeded and infidious attack of
the Danes, in the midfl of his trou-

bles, and procured by the fame
enemy, he expatiated with all the

ufual force and effect of his elo-

quence; impreffing his auditors with

the fulleft conviftion of every thing

he wilhed to eftablilli, and rendering

them individually parties in his grie-

vances. The imm.ediate confe-

quence was, their unanimous decla-

ration for the continuance of the

war, with a warm alTurance of their

lives and fortunes being devoted to

his fervice.

Tims confirmed and fecnred in

the opinion and alfeftions of his ca-

pital, the king waited with confi-

dence for the meeting of the diet,

and felt himfelf more alfured in the

profecution of his defigns. He like-

wife made every poffible preparation

for carrying on the war with the

greateft vigour both by fea and land.

The diet met on the 26th of Ja-

nuary 1789, and, after fome days

fpent in preparatory forms, vvas

opened by the king in a long fpeech

to the four orders, after which the

fecrctary of flate read a paper,

ftating thofe matters which were

particularly urged for their coniide-

ration, including more efpecially

what related to the profecution of
the war. Although the ufual con-

gratulations and compliments were
pafTed by all the orders, yet it was
foon perceived, that the nobles

were not only far from being difpoftd

to coincide in the king's views, but
that they paid very little regard to

the terms upon which they were to

Hand with rcfpeft to him.

The firft ground or pretence of
fquabble was, the king's having
drawn the body of free Dalecarlians,

who had joined him with (o much
zeal in the preceding feafon of dan»
ger, into Stockholm, as a garrifon.

This was refented with much ill-

humour by the order of nobles (and
by them alone) on the doable ac-

count, of its fhewing a diftruft of
their honour and loyalty, and of its

being an infradtion of the freedom
of the diet, and calculated to in-

fluence or overawe their delibera-

tions. This was carried fo far, that

feveral of the more violent party

ufed it as a pretext for abfenting

themfelves for feveral days from
their duty at the diet.

The fecond ground of difpute was
the king's appointment or nomina-
tion of count Lowenhaupt (a name
memorable in the reign of Charles
the Xllth) to be marfnalof the diet.

This nobleman's being a particular

and intimate friend of the king's of
many years Handing, was a fufficienp

motive for rendering him in the high-

eft degree obnoxious to the oppofite

party, vvho formed a vail majority in

that order. The confequence was foon

apparent ; the marfhal was treated

with a degree ofcontempt,and coarfe-

nefs of behaviour, withoutexamplein

his fituation ; and every propofal that

came tlirough him from the throne,

relative to the public bufinefs, was
inftantly rejefted, without any re-

gard to the common forms of deli-

beration ©r debate. At length the

marihal was fo grofsly infuked, that

he felt it incompatible with his ho-

nour to attempt any farther, under
fuch circumftances, the discharge of
the duties annexed to his ftation,

and he abfented himfelf entirely

from the diet ; a meafure which ren-

dered that order incapable of adling.

The
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The king had by this time the

fatisfa»''tion to find that he poficfled

all the influence he could wiiTi with

the three other orders, and that the

peafants and burghers, upon whom
the expences of the war were prin-

cipally to fall, had determined upon

fupporting it with great unanimity

and fpirit. This concurrence of

the other orders had rendered the

oppofition of the nobles in fafl nu-

gatory ; and all the public bufinefs

might have been done without

them, however defireable their

fandion would have been, and

however the conftitution might feem

to halt, if the firlt order did not ad
with the other three.

He had probably made up his

mind before the mcecir.g of the diet,

to the critical and hazardous ta/k,

of endeavouring, at all events, to

break the fpirit of that dangerous

combination which fubfifted among
the principal nobility. Tlieir.ex-

traordinary refraftorinefs fmce,

would have been fufRcient to infpire

that refolution, if it had not before

exirted, and could not fail to quicken

and bring it into aft if it did. The
infult offered to the marfhal was
confidered as a diredl and perfonal

affront to the king himfelf; they

had likewife, upon more than one
occafion, treated his own name and

- charader not only with great dif-

refpeft, but with a virulence, and
an affedation of contempt, which
were infupportable ; but by the

forms of the conftitution, he was
not to be fuppofed to know any
thing farther of their proceedings,

than what was laid oficially before

him.

Under all thcfe circumftances,

encouraged particularly by the fa-

x'ourable aulpiccs which appeared

in the other orders, and a com-

pl?.int having been (we fuppofe)

lodged by the marfhal, the king

went in pcrfon to the diet, p l . ^^l

and demanded fatisfac- ' '

tion for the infuk offered to count

Lowcnhaupt, and which had laid

that nobleman under a neceffity of
deferring the duties of his impor-

tant Itation. This produced a

violent altercation between ths

king and the nobles, in which the

latter Ihewed fo little temper, as to

throw out fome very pointed and

fevere reoroaches diredly againft

him, until the king put an end to

the contention, by rifmg from his

feat and declaring, that there were

men among them, who in their

hearts would rather wifli to fee the

Ruffians at Stockholm, arid an am-
baffador from that country dicta-

ting laws to Sweden, than facri-

fice their own ambitious views, and

their thiril: for revenge, to the good
and prefervation of their country.

Upon this fevere charge, the whole

order of nobles immediately arofe,

and quitted the ailcmbly in a body,

leaving the king and the other ilate*

together.

The king then made a fpeech to

the remaining ftates, in which he

difclaimed, in the moff folemn

terms, all intention of aiming at,

or wifning for abfolute fovereignty;

and declared, that if even the con-

tinuation of the prefent diford^rs

flioald compel him for a ihort time

to its exercife, it ihould laft no

longer than while the occafioa

prompted the neceffity ; but he con-

cluded by declaring with firmnels,

that it was a duty which he owed
to his country, as well as to himfelf,

not to permit thofe who would

wreft the fccptre from his hands

to pafs unpuniflied ; and that he

would not fuffcr a fadion to favour

the
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the views of the enemy, by the in-

terrupuoa which chev endeavoured

to give to the public biifinefs, and

to the means cf the public de-

fence.

For three days Stockholm was
in a ftate of treat difbrder and tu-

mult, the peopie were fo fan^uine

in the king's favour, and fo higlily

incenfed againft the nobility, that

it required attention and care to

prevent their proceeding to atls

of outrage. Thus every thing

confpired to furtlier the king's

vvilhes, and to encourage him in the

•p , profecution of his defigns.

On the morning fucceed-

ing this period of confufion, the-fo-

vereign received a deputation from
the three remaining ftates of the

diet, to whom he imparted the

meafures which he intended to pur-

I'ue with the nobility. But at the

very time that he made the com-
munication, thefe ineafjres were
carrying into execution ; for a par-

ty of the light cavalry of the king's

body guard, fupported by a body
cf the armed burghers of the city,

furrounded, at the fame inllant, the

houfes of feveral of the principal

nobility, whofe perfons being ar-

refted, they were fent prifoners to

the cailleof Fredericfhcff.

This violent meafure was carried

into execution with fuch regularity

and difpatch, and accorded lb much
'with the temper of the people, that

it did not occafion the fmallefl; dif-

turbance. Twenty- five cf the no-

bles were thus feizcd-and impri-

foned, and that number included

thoie of the moll ancient and illuf-

trious families in the kingdom, men
of the greateft fortqne and maft

extenfive connexions, and feveral

who had filled the higheft offices of

the ftate and government., The

vigour of the king's meafures were
not confined to the capital. He
hadprevioufly taken thofe that were

necellary for arrefting and bringing

up for trial, the principals of thofe

refradory and difobedient com-
marjdcrs and oilicers, who had been

moll adive in exciting the mutiny

of the army in Finland. Thei'e

were fo far advanced, under a llrong

guard, on their way, that they ar-

rived in Stockholm fpeedily after

the arrell of the nobles. They
were immediately committed to

clofe and llrict imprifonment, and

ordered to prepare for their refpec-

tive trials. I'he general charges

of difobedience, diiaffedion, muti-

ny, and treachery, were laid againil

all, and particular charges of trea-

fon, treachery,- and a treafonable

correfp^'ndence with the enemy,
applied more directly to fome indi-

viduals than to others.

Among the unfortunate gentlemen

who were involved in this hard and

dangerous predicament, we find the

following names; Lieutenant Gene-
ral Baron d'Armfield, Major Ge-
neral d'Hartfater, with the Colo-

nels de Montgomerie, d'Otter, de

Stedink, de Hafleflco, and de Klen-

fparre. The Majors de Kleck, and

de Jogenhorn, had the fortune to

fave themielves by flight, and found

refuge under the Ruflian protec-

tion. To the former number were
afterwards added the Brigadier and

Colonel Haftfehr, the Lieutenant

Colonels Baron de Kothen, Baron

Leymlledt, and Enghjelm, Cap-
tain Willcbrandt, and a number of

fubalterns

Tne number of relignations which

took place upon thefe arrells of the

nobles and officers, was perhaps

without example in any convullion

ofgovernment which did not amount
10
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to an entire fubverfion. They ex-

tended to every department of the

ilate and government, both civil

and military, and to all the pro-

vinces; fo that the apparent efFecls

efthe revolution in 1772 bore no

proportion to the magnitude of

ihoie which now ftruck every be-

holder. But however alarming

thefe appearances might leem to

others, the king fteadily purfued

the fyllem of political condud and

government which he laid down for

himfelf, without being in the fmalleft

degree difturbed by them.

The fpirit and ftrength of the

equeftrian order was, by thefe vi-

gorous meafures, entirely broken;

and all difpofition to fadion was
abforbed in the immediate appre-

henfion of perfonal danger. Many
of the nobles, perhaps moll, en-

couraged by the hx nature of the

government, as well as by the li-

cenfe which had been fo long pre-

valent in Sweden, and prompted
either by private views, ajiibition,

or what they deemed patriotifm,

had undoubtedly gone unwarrant-

able lengths in their connexions

and correfpondence with Rufiia.

An unexpeded feafbn of fevere en-

quiry and retribution feemed to be

now arrived ; and fuch even as had
not tranl'grefltd in that point were
yet alarmed, as there was no fore-

feeing how far the treafon laws

might in their conilrudion be ex-

tended.

The precedent fo oangerous to

the nobles, and fo fubverfive of their

ancient rights, that the public buli-

nefs might, in general, be carried

on in the diet by the other ftates,

without their concurrence, was now
eltabliflied. The king exerted,

moll fuccefsfully, all his ufual ad-

drefs to^ fecure and confirm the

confidence and attachment of the

remaining three orders of the Hates.

To that of the peafants, he granted
feveral new privileges ; and, well
aware of the great effed produced
in certain cafes, by matters leem-
ingly of little importance, upon the
deiith of Olau.s Cloffen, their fpeaker,

he ordered a fumptuous public fu-
neral for him at his own expence.
Nor did he negled paying fuch at-

tentions to the orders of the cleroy
and burghers, as were luificient for

the purpofes he intended.

Guflavus was not of a difpofitloH

to fufFer the prefent feafon of ad-
vantage to pafs without producing
its full effed. He followed the
blow, before the metal cooled, v.ith

as much fpirit as it had been firll

given ; and, profiting by the con-
llernation and difmay which now
prevailed, he ventured upon Ihc
bold meafure of totally abolifhing

the fenate, which had fo long been
a fore thorn in the crown, and wliich,

notwithitandingthe modelling it had
undergone at the late revolution,

(hewed difpofitions not more fa-

vourable to his intereft and defigns,

than its predeceffors had done to

thofe of former kings. To fupply

the place of the fenate, he infli-

tuted a new commiflion or court, the

model of which he is faid to have
taken from the La Ccur Plenisre,

which had been fo muchoppoied and
at length rejeded in France. This
new board, or whatever other name
it is known by, was endued, in cer-

tain cafes, and under certain circum-
flances, with confiderable powers

;

but thefe were a!l fubjeded to the

king's immediate controul.

The king, after the arreft of the

nobk-s, made a long fpeech to the

a diet.
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diet, in which he exprefled the re-

gard and eiteem which he held for

tlie equeftrian order in general, not-

withllanding the ill condiift and
evil defigns of feveral individuals

among them, which he, however,
ihould not in any degree impute to

the whole order. He exhorted the

ftates to unanimity and to reciprocal

confidence ; reminded them, that

he had ratified with them about fe-

venteen years before, in that very

chamber, thofe coniiitutional laws

which laid the foundation for their

liberties a>.J his rights, and which
reftored tranquillity to the kingdom ;

and obferved, that the country had
then been convulfed by circum-

Ilances fimilar to thofe, which, with

a more rapid progrefs, had arifen

upon the prefent occafion. That
the fame enemies without had then

laid for them in fecret the artful

fnares which they now do openly ;

and that the fame views witiiln,

which then undermined and af-

fiided the body of the ftate, feemed
no'.%- to have rallied and acquired

frefh vigour.

He enquires into the caufes of
thofe violent fhocks which they all

fo fenfibly feel, after tranquillity had
been rellored, and all ancient dif-

fentions appeared to be frifled.

Thefe he charges to views of felf-

interell, and to falfe explanations

and confufed opinions cf fundry pri-

vileges claimed by or appertaining

to refpedtive orders, v.'hich excite

diftruii and jealoufies among them.

Thefe eftcdts he deprecates, and
propofes to remove their caufcs, by
exactly defining the privileges and
rights of each order, and efiablilh-

ing them on fuch firm ground, and
placing them in fo clear a light,

as would equally feoure their fwbi-

lity, and preclude the poHibl-jiy of

their being liable to future milcon-

ception or doubt.

But the king's grand fpccific or

nolirum, which was to cure or pre-

vent all prefent and future evils and

diforders of the ftate, was his adt of

confederation, union, and furety, by
which he and all true Swedes were

to be m.utually bound, in the moft

firm and folemn manner, not only

to common defence, but to the pre-

fervation of their refpeftive rights,

and of the prefent conftitution and

laws, againfl all impugners, v/hether

foreign or domeftic. We have not

feen this document, but it feems

probable that it was at firft only in-

tended as an aflbciation of indivi-

duals, v/ho were to bind themielves

by oath or fubfcription to the defence

of the king's perfon and govern-

ment. Tnis is the more likely, as

it was firil propofed to and adopted

by the late meeting which the king

held, of the magiltrates and ancient

citizens of Stockholm. In this

ilate, perhaps lictle more was in-

tended, than the power of dif-

tinguilhing thofe who were at-

tached to the king from the dif-

afFeded.

But the king feems afterwards to

have enlarged the idea, and, having

moulded it into the form of a law

(probably containing fome abftradl

of that conftitution which was to be

defended) he fet his heart much
upon having it paffed in that form
by the diet. This was oppofed by
the nobles v/ith greater violence

than even any other of his meafures;

and, as their concurrence was abib-

lutcly neceffary to the palling of a

new law, their prefent feceffion fiom
the diet feemed to render the affair

hopelefs. But the king felt himfelf

now
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fchoff, who retired immediately (and
undoubtedly in great difgull) to

their refpeftive country feats.

Thus had Guftavus the lingular

fortune of living to the accomplifli-

ment of two great and complete
revolutions in his country ; each of
them accompanied with or liable

to infinite hazard and danger ; bat
the prefcnt being perhaps more ar-

duous than the former, from the

circumftance of his being now in-

volved in a doubtful war with a
power far his fuperior in ftrength,

and who was fcarcely lefs interelled

in defeating his defit^n, than he was
himfelf in its fuccels. In another

refpecl, however, the feafon for the

accomplifhment of both had been
admirably chofen, Ruflia being at

each time deeply engaged in war
with the Turk, and the objcds of
her ambition on that fide being too
fafcinating, and too vaft:, to admit
of their behig eafily refigned to, or
exchanged for others of lefs temp-
tation or magnitude. It is worthy
of obfervation, that the fame means
and inftrameats which produced the
great revolution in the filter king-
dom of Denmark about a century
ago, had now been twice ufed with
equal fuccefs in Sweden. In both
countries the lower orders had been
gained over to crufh the power of
the nobles, and to transfer that

power, with little fecurity to them-
felves, to the crown. So that the

tyrants were, in fact, only perfonally

changed, while the tyranny conti-

nued the fame. Such likewife has
been the event of all the Afiatic re-

volutions of government recorded
in hiftory.

The trials of the unfortunate of-

ficers who had been arreted in Fin-
land, and clfewhere, under the char-

ges of mutiny or treafcn, were com-
menced

how too powerful, to fuffer his de-

iigns to be impeded by any common
difficulties ; if he could not untie the

knot, he knew how to cut it. The
law being paffed by the other or-

ders, count Lowenhaupt, the mar-
fhal of the diet, was rendered the

inllrument of its ratification, by
figning it in the name of the equef-

trian order, who were not prefent.

So broken was the fpirit of the

nobles at this juncture, that this

open violation of the conftitution,

and outrage en their order, would
liave paffed without any public re-

prehealion or notice, if the gallant

count Wachtmeifter, acting with the

fame honour and intrepidity by
which he had been fo much figna-

lized, when lighting againfl his ou'n

opinion and political principles in

the preceding year, had not fingly

entered a furiking proteft againll the

meafure.

Thus triumphant at home, fedition

entirely quelled, all oppofition br6-

ken down, the murmurs of diffent

or dilcomcnt faintly, if at all heard,

and the neceffary funds being pro-

vided by the diet, the king applied

his thoughts to the profecution of

the war with the utmolt vigour by
fea and land. He had, early in the

diet, as foon as he felt the difpofition

of the burghers and peafants to

fupport the war, by agreeing to

its expence, ordered cloathing for

5 l.oco men to be prepared wild tlie

utmolt expediuon ; nor had he fince

ilackened in his diligence with re-

fped to any other necefiary article

of preparation, while the Ottoman
ready money gave new life and vi-

gour to all the operations of th;

Itate. As the bufinefs of the diet

grew towards a conclufion, the king
releafed the 25 nobles who were
jmprifoned in the caltle of Frederic-
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menccd in the month of March,

and continued for more than twelve

months to their final conclufion.

The fentences were fo f^vere that

they were faid to be Written in

blood, and Itruck the public in other

countries than Sweden with horror;

the more eipeciallv as the difobcdi-

ence with which they were chargedj

if not entirely covered by, fecmed,

however, conliderably Ihcltered by

the pica of attachment to the con-

Hitution of their country, and in-

volved the nice, and perhaps doubt-

ful legal quellion, of the king's

right, as the laws then flood, to

commence a war without the con-

fent of the Hates.

Of thefe, the lieutenant-general

baron d'Armfeldt, the colonels Haf-

lefko, and baron d'Otter, with the

lieutenant -colonel baron Klen-

fparre, were condemned to lofe their

heads, their honour, and their ef-

tates. Colonel Montgomerie, and

lieutenant-colonel baron Leymftedr,

to be fliot. Lieutenant-colonel ba-

ron de Kothen, lieutenant-colonel

Enghjelm, captain Willebrandt, and

lieutenant Gadolin, to be beheaded.

The brigadier and colonel Hail-

fehr, was condemned to have his

head cut off with peculiar marks of

difgrace and infamy. Some others

of rank, and a number of fubal-

terns, were condemned to die. As
the king is, however, the reverfe of
being cruel in his nature, the fen-

tences were more bloody in their

defign than eifefc, and the execu-

tions were not numerous.

But with all this fuccefs at home,
and the llrongell difpofition to carry

on the war with the utmofl: vigour

againft Ruffia, Denmark Hill conti-

nued a heavy clog upon the king's

movements and defigns. The term

for which the armifiice was concluded

was nearly worn out, and the fup-

porting of a war on his fouthern

frontier, againll an enemy fully

equal to himfelf in ilrength and re-

fource, at the fame time that he

was involved in another iHll more
dangerous in the oppofue extremity

of his dominions, would have gone'

fo far beyond his means and capa-

bility of adting, that all the grcatci?

exertions of courage, Ikill, and abi-

lity, mull have funk undiuinguiflied

under the overwhelming weight of

power, and inevitable ruin mull, in

the common courfe of things, have

been the immediate confequence;

The king's only hope of being ex-

tricated with honour and fafety from

this very alarming and dangerous

Situation, muft then have relied en-

tirely with the great and friendly

powers,whofe timely interference in

the preceding year had given fo fud-

den a check to the progrefs of the Da-
nifli arms, and procured thatarmillice

which was not yet entirely expired.

The king had, however, good

reafon to believe that he fliould not

be difappointed in this expeftation.

The friendfhip of the allied powers

continued undiminilhed ; they were

fully aware of the critical fituation

of his affairs ; and Mr. Elliot, the

Britiili miniller, whofe ability and

addrefs had produced fuch effential

and timely benefits in the foregoing

year, who flill took the lead, on the

part of the three allied courts, in all

affairs relative to the northern king-

doms, was now at Copenhagen, ex-

erting equal zeal in the fame caufe.

After a long courfe of verbal re-

prefentation on the fubjcft through

the winter and fpring, Mr. Elliot,

at the requefl of count Bernflorff,

the Daniih minifler, fummed up

and comprefied the whole of the

arguments and motives which he

had
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joint exertions in procuring a cef-

fation of arms between Sweden and
Denmark in the laft year, does not

fcem to think the falutary effefts

which their endeavours produced

by any means leis an obIie:atlon to

the latter than the former. He
then ftates the forrow wich which
the king his mailer fees, that fince

that epoch the ofters of mediation

and of fervice from him and his

allies have not produced the delired

efFedl ; and that they could not in-

cline the emprcfs to agree to a me-
diation for rciloring peace to the

Eaft or to the North of Europe.

That under thefe circumftances,

when the continuation of hoililities

refults entirely from the refufal of

Ruffia to accept of any mediation,

his Britannic majefly and his allies

cannot but confider the court of

Denmark as entirely freed from
every llipulation of a treaty merely

defenfive; and likewife to add, that

in the prefent cafe, the joining of
the Danifh forces, either by land or

fea, to thofe of Ruffia, muit even

caufe Denmark to be confidered as

one of the powers at war, and would
juftify the king of Sweden in re-

quiring fpeedy and efficacious aflift-

ance from the king of Great Bri-

tain and his allies, after having al-

ready accepted their pure and un-

limited mediation.

The minilter then flaked that

charafter of fmcerity on which he
valued himfelf, as well as thofe prin-

ciples of attachment and Iriendlhip,

which bound him perfonally, aswell

as on account of his ma/ler, to the

intercfts of the court of Denmark,
in a firm affurance, that the allied

powers for wlicm he was afting

would not give up that fyltem which

they had adopted, with the defig'n

only of maintaining the equal ba-

[•-V] JaiviC

had hitherto affigned, for Den-
mark's obfervlng a ftricl neutrality

in the war between Sweden and

Ruffia, in one written document,

... J which he fent to that
April 23d,

nobleman, rather in the

' ^' guifc of a private or

confidential letter, than with the

formality of a ilate memorial.

As this piece contains fome par-

ticulars, relative to the conduit of

the dift'erent parties, which were not

before publicly known, and which

could not otherwife with propriety

have come within our difcuffion, we
fhall give an abftradl: of it, as throw-

ing confiderable light upon the fub-

jea.

Mr. Elliot firft reminds the Da-
nifh minifler, that at the very time

the king, his mafter, had yielded up
a great part of his land and fea

forces as auxiliaries to Ruffia, he

likewife applied to his Britannic

majefty for his intervention in tjie

re-eilabli(hment of tranquillity be-

tween Sweden and Ruffia. He alfo

reminds him, that the emprefs of
Ruffia rejetled the mediation of the

king and his allies ; and that this

refufal was the only caufe of the

continuation of hoililities, as the

king of Sweden had accepted, in

the moll free and amicable manner,
the mediation of the three allied

courts, who were animated by no
other motives in their propofal, than

a defire to put a Hop to the efFufion

of blood, and to maintain the north-
ern balance.

He then calls upon the Danifh
minifter as a witnefs to the energy
with which the king of Great Bri-

tain and his allies a£led, in giving
the moll undoubted proofs that they
confidered the prefervatlon of Swe-
den as a matter of the grcateft im-
portance ; and glancii:? at their

Vol.. XXXI.
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lance of the North : a balance no

lefs interefllng to Denmark than to

all maritiine and trading nations.

He then proceeds to (late, that

if the treaty with RulTia had been

entirely of a different nature, if it

had been even abfohitely offeniive

inftead of dcfenfr/e, and that their

intt-reils had in every thing been

one and the fame. Hill that it would

be an a£l of the greateil imprudence
and impolicy, and highly prejudi-

cial to that common caufe (fuppof-

ing it fuch) for Denmark, in the

prefent flate of things, to take any

part in the war. For that by fuch

an ad, the interference of the three

allied powers of Great Britain,

Pruflia, and Holland (who wifhed

for nothing but the reftoration of

peace and harmony in the North)

would of neccifity be brought on ;

new holHlities unavoidably com-
menced ; and RuSiia herfelf, for the

niisjudged aid of a fingle friend,

would have the encounter of three

potent enemies to withftand.

He concluded, by exprefsly in-

treating the Daui/h minifter, in the

name of his principals, to induce

his court to refrain from granting

any of its forces by land or fea to

take part in the war ; but on the

contrary to fapport a perfect neu-

trality by fea and land in all his do-

jninions. He holds out this con-

ciurt as affording the certain means
of procuring the reftoration of peace

to the North ; in the attainment of

which happy objed, the king- his

mailer would be proud of the con-

currence of his Danilh majefty; and
he proniifes, in the name of all the

allies, the moft perfedt fecurity and
indemnity by fea and land from all

confequences that migh't pofTibly

refult from, fuch neutrality. He
ialtly prefTes theDanilh njinifter, in

the moft urgent terms, for a clear

and decifive anfwer on the intentions

of his court with refpcft to the pro-

pofed neutrality.

Such reprefentations, backed by

fuch power, could fcarcely fail of ef-

fed. It was evident, at the firft

glance, that the afiiftance which

Denmark could afford to her ally,

would in no degree counterpoife the

weight of power which the three

allied courts might throw into tha

adverfe fcale, fo that hor intended

aid would prove a misfortune inftead

of a benefit to RulTia. Nor could

the ableft politician or wifcft fpecu-

lator forefee, when the rancour of

mutual injury and hoftility had rouz-

ed the animofity of fo many war-

like and pocent nations to its utmoft

extreme, what facriiices might be

neceffary to allay their fury, or at

vvhat point of violence their angry

and vindicliive paftions might find

leifure to liften to the voice of rea-

fon or humanity. It is not to be.

fuppofed that a fituation and necef-

fity fo likely to take place as the

prefent could have efcaped the pre-

vious attention of the courts of Pe-

terfburgh and Copenhagen ; or that

they fhould not already have mutu-
ally determined npon the meafures

neceffary to be purfued under fuch

circumliances.

It was not, hov/ever, until after

long hefitation that the court of
Denmark was at length brought to

affent to r perfedl neutrality, and
even then it was attended with fome
modifications. Thefe related to a

R uflian fquadron of fix fail of the line

and fome frigates, under admiral

Deffein, which had come round from
Archangel to the Sound early in the

war; and having fince enjoyed the

ufe of the port of Copenhagen as a

friendly refuge from tUe effefts of

winter
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winter and bad weather, had been

a grievous check to the conxmcrce

of Sweden from Gothenburgh, as

well as from feme of the ports with-

in the Sound. The junftion of this

fquadron with the Ruflian principal

fleet at Cronftadt was now wi/hed

and wanted ; but the Swedes lay

with a fuperior force in the way,

which rendered the junftion difficult

and dangerous. The court of Co-
penhagen accordingly ftipulated,

that the Danidi fleet (hould take this

fquadron under its protedion, in or-

der to facilitate the junction, until its

arrival at a certain defined diflance

or place of feparation, which was
deemed fufficient for the purpofe,

without this aft being confidered as

any violation of the neutrality. It

was likewife ftipulated, that the allied

courts of London, Berlin, and the

Hague, fliould afford no aid whatever
to the Swedes.

The king of Sweden being thus

freed from interruption and danger
on his fouthern frontier, and the in-

ternal affairs of his kingdom being

fettled entirely to his willies, was en-

abled to direft his whole attention

and force to the profecution of the

war in Finland. But he had to do
with an enem.y which did not admit
caufes of triumph te be as ea/ily at-

tained on that li Je, as he had recently

experienced at home. Ruflia, noc-

withllanding the nuftierous and in-

ccffant calls for her troops to lupport

the Ottoman w.ir in fo many parts of
Europe and Alia at the lame time,

had yet been able to form an army
in Finland, rather fuperior in point

of number to that of Sweden. It is

true that this army was by no means
compofed of her bo ft and veteran
troops, but the uatural conflitution,

rough habits, bodily Itrength, and
infenfibiluy of paiji and danger.

which fo much diftinguilh that ex-
traordinary people, together with

that inexorable leverity of their dif-

cipline and punifhments, which none
but Ruffians could endure, ferve, all

together, to render even their rawefl

militia, ifnot formidable in active fer-

vice, at lealt difficult to be fubdued.
Indeed this kind of paffive valour

was their charafteriftic in very early

times, and we find, that when the fa-

vage and undifciplined ftatc of their

armies, occafioned their exertions in

the field to be treated with the ut-

moft contempt by their warlike

neighbours of Poland and Sweden,
yet their unexampled obilinacv in the?

defence of fortrefTes was acknow-
ledged on all hands.

The rough and favage nature of
the country which was the fceae of
adion, was likewife little calculated

for brilliant aflion or rapid fuccefs.

Covered with forells, encumbered
with almoft impafTable rocks and
mountains, interiected with l"uch a
multitude of frefh-v. ater lakes and
deep inlets of the fea, as is perhaps
without example in any country of
the old hemifphere, Finland feldoin

affbrds open ground fufficient for the

drawing up of a moderate army in

any regular order of battle. In a
country of fallneffes, thus formed by
nature for defence, two commanders,
any thing equal in ik'xl], temper and
ability, might carry on a fmall and
unprofitable, but troublefome and
bloody war, confifting in the attack

and defence of polls, without any
thing like decifion taking place be-
tween them for a long feries oftime ;

excepting only, that the marine on
one fide iliould be much fuperior to

that on the other, which mull be to-

tally ruinous to the oppofite army.
For from the numerous inlets of the

fea v.'hich we have taken notice of,

l*N]2 the
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the troop' on both fides muft conti-

nually acl as marines on board (maU
veflels calculated tor the purpofe,

and as much of the fervice be per-

formed by water as on land ; fo that

a war in this country muft, in every

fenfe, differ from tnoft others.

The feverity of the climate could

not reftrain the mutual animofity of

the nations from commencing hof-

tilitics as foon as the armilHce con-

cluded by the Swedilh officers in the

preceding year had expired. Seve-

ral fklrmilhes took place on the fron-

tiers towards the latter end of May,
betweenthe Ruffians under the orders

of count Mouichkin Poufchkin, and

the Swedes under thofe of general

Mayersfeldt. The fuccefs in thefe

was various, but in all unprodudVive

;

fome were fevere and bloody, and

the Swedes were frequently figna-

lized by a£ts of the moft extraordi-

nary valour. But the feafon was

over in which thefe could produce

any extraordinary effeft ; in the days

of Guftavus Adolphus and Charles

the Xllth they would have been at-

tended with conquefl and glory. So

great is the revolution which has

taken place in military affairs and

in the ftate of nations

!

The king arrived in Finland pretty

early in June, and about the fame
time his brother, the duke of Suder-

mania, took the command of the

fleet at Carlefcroon. The arrival

of the former at the feat of aftion

was foon fignalized by a defperate

encounter, between a body of R.uf-

lunezSth.
fiansconfifting of 3.600

•• men, and a party or

Swedes eftimated only at 2,2CO.

This adtion, in which the king

ferved as a volunteer, was fought

at a place called Dainftadt, in Pin-

land, where the weaker party vvere

the aggrefibrj. The Swedifh left

wing under general Platen, having
attacked the right of the Ruffians

with great fary, the mutual eager-

ncfs of thecoinbatants foon extended

the adion to every divifion, and it

may be faid to every man. The
contention was obftinate and bloody

;

but the ardour of the Swedes fcemed
irrefiilible ; the enemy, notwith-

ftanding Mieir fuperiority, were every

where repelled ; and at length to-

tally routed and their camp taken.

It was reported, that the Ruffians,

after a long and terrible fire on both
fides, having rufhcd furioufly with

fixed bayonets on the Swedes, the

latter {hewed fome fympcoms of dif-

order, and retired about twenty
paces, but that the king throwing
himfelf from his horfe, inilantly ralli-

ed the infantry, and they foon drove
the enemy befure them.

The king, in a letter to his fon,

the prince royal, acknowledges that

the enemy's troops fought well, but

the Swedes, he fays, better ; and he
holds this inrtance up as an incite-

ment to the young prince, to render

himfelf vyorthy of commanding fo

brave and fo generous a people.

The Duke of Sudermania failed

from Carlefcroon with the Swedifh

fleet in the beginning of July. The
Ruffian fleet lay then at Revel, and
the duke's object undoubtedly was
to prevent its jundlion with the fqua-

dron which had been fo long in the

Sound, or at leaft to bring it to a de-

cifive engagement in the attempt.

As the hoftile fleets could not well

pafs each other, in fo narrow a fea,

without an encounter, fo, however
contrary it was to the views of the

Ruffian commanders, they fell in

with the Swedes on , , ^ ,

their way from Revel. J y '

A diftant and languid action com-
menced about two o'clock in the af-

ternoon.
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t«moon, and continued till eight in

the evening, the Ruifians conllantly

retiring, and having no other object

in view but the concmuation of their

courfe ; while the owedes endea-

voured in vain to ftop their pro-

grefs, and bring on a general en-

gagement. The fleets loll each

other in the night, and the wifhed-

ior junction with the Ruflian fqua-

cron was foon after efteded. As this

flying adion or flcirmifh afforded no

matter of triumph to either of the

parties, fo no correal or circumllan-

tial account of it was publiihed on

either fide ; which ferves to leave

tlie public fomewhat in the dark,

how far the duke of Sudermania
had fuiiiHed the part of an able

commander in his efforts to pre-

vent a jundion, which had the un-

toward effedl of affording a decided

naval fuperiority to the enemy
through the whole campaign. The
Ruffian commanders fcem to have

difplayed confiderable addrefs in e-

vading the atHon, and getting clear

of their enemy.
Among the number of fmall ac-

tions which now took place in Fin-

land, one of the molt remarkable
was the defeat which the Swedilli

Colonel Baron de Stedink, (who
had lately been dillinguilhed, with

a very inferior force, in an aftion

with General Michelfon) gave to

khe Ruffian General de Schultz. Of
this action we have no account of

the force on either fide ; nor of its

nature or particular circumftances
;

but are informed, on rhe whole,

that the defeat was fo complete, tliat

the arms, baggage, tents and artil-

lery, all were taken by the Swedes
;

that the general only efcaped by
throwing himfelf into a morafs ; that

Coo RuOians were killed or wounded,
of whom were 24. oihcers j and that

the general's aid de camps were ta-

ken. The fuccels was undoubtedly

brilliant, from the king's immedi-
ately promoting Baron Stedink to

the rank of major general.

This fuccefs wa<, however, foon

counterbalanced, by the very halty

retreat, which the king, in perfon, was
obliged to make out of Ruffian Fin-

land; into which his impetuolity

feems to have led him to penetrate

too deeply, without maturely confi-

dering the great danger which he
might run of being fuddenlyenclofed,

in a country compofed of difficulties

and fallneffes. His fituation was the

more dangerous, as, having croffed

the Kymenc, that deep river greatly

increafcd the obilacles to his return.

The retreat was covered by Major
General de Kaalban, wlio brought
up the rear, and who, befides fuf-

taining no fmall lofs on the occafion,

had the farther misfortune of fuffer-

ing much blame for his condud.
Thus far the war had been con-

duced with various fuccefs, and, if

the Swedes gained no other advan-
tage, they however fecured ilieir

military honour, and even acquired

new in almoll every encounter. The
king, with refpeft to his own per-

fon, expofed himfelf on every oc-
cafion, with the temerity rather of
a volunteer than the caution of a
general. He f>.-emed to have the adts

of the two mod renowned of his prc-

deceffors conllantly before his eyes,

and not only endeavoured to emu-
late their greateit adions, but wifhcd

to unite in himiclf their different cha-

raders, and to temper the adventure

and impetuolity of Charles, by the

judgment and ability of Gullavus.

Tcrhaps he made the former upon
fome occafions too much his model.

He could not a^oid being inccffantly

goaded by the lore and vexatious re-

[*aV] 3 fiedion.
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fledlion, (which undoubtedly might

have had fomeinfluence upon his con-

dud) that iftheSwedifh army had en-

tered into the war with the fame ala-

crity in the preceding campaign as in

the prefent, his fuccefles would have

been great and his triumphs fplen-

did. Vexation is not perhaps more
ruinous to gamefters than to gene-

rals ! and the great exertions which

%vere now made without any corre-

spondent efFeft, were fufficent to

generate it without the operation

of any prior caufe.

On the other fide, the fortune of

Ruflia feemed deftined this year to

predominate over all her enemies in

every quarter ; and the fmiles which

the uncertain goddefs feemed to be-

llow upon the Swedes in the begin

-

ing of the campaign, foon appeared

to be meretricious and delufive.

Tlie contending powers had from

the commencement of their hofti-

lities, ufed great exertions, and gone

to great expence on both fides, in

iitting out numerous fleets of gal-

lies and light veflels, calculated for

the purpofes of the war in Finland.

Peter the Great had early trained

his fubjeds to this fpecies of am-
phibious fervice, for which they

feem peculiarly defigned by nature,

and they have to the prefent day

continued unrivalled in its pradtice.

It was with this novel mixture of

land and marine force that he fpread

defolation and ruin through every

part of Sweden; and this was the

kind of enemy, who, penetrating the

bowels of the earth, hunted and

deftroyed the wretched miners in

their deepeft and moll hidden ca-

verns.

The king, after a courfe of fkir-

Tnifhes and adions of little moment,
had again penetrated into the Riif-

P

fian territories, and taken a fortified

port town, called Hogfors, or Hog-
fort; which he feems to have in-

tended to retain as a place of arms
both for the land and the fea fer-

vice.

He was about this time joined by
his fleet of gallies, which adled fe-

parately or in conjundlion with the

army, as the occafion required. But
the Ruffian fleet of the fame fort wag
at hand, and in great force, under

the command of the prince of Naf-
fau, who had quitted the Liman and
the Black Sea for the purpofe,

where he had already rendered

himfelf highly eminent by his con-

llant fuccefs in this peculiar fervice,

An aflion marked with ferocity and
blood foon took place . ^,

u .u r J Aug. 2Cth.
between the contend- ° '

ing fleets, and, excepting only

the difle-ence occafioned by the ufe

of gunpowder, and its appropriate

weapons, aitording a pifture of thofe

early naval engagements which took

place between the ancient Grecians,

Phoenicians, Romans, and Cartha-

ginians. As in them, the men
fought frequently hand to hand,

with every inllrument of deftruftion

which rage, chance, or opinion pre-

sented. Gallies were feen difmant-

led and finking, the decks flrewed

with the dead and dying, and che

furvivois jumping into the fea, to

evade the more dreaded fword of

the enemy. To this exhibition of

ancient naval tadlics, was added the

explofions ofgunpovyder, and blow-

ing up of vefTels.

No battle was perhaps ever

fought, the accounts of which were

fo diredly and totally contradiftory

as thofe which related to this adlion.

The contradidlions were fo glaring,

that they drew a ftrong letter of

complain^
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complaint and remonftrance from

the prince of Naflau to the king

upon the fubjefl, foliciting and de-

manding a fair Itatement of fafts;

and flirewdly obferving, that vera-

city was one of the firft principles

of a man of honour and hero. The
peculiar fituation in which the king

flood with his fubjedls, and the mea-
sures of opinion which he was ob-

liged to obferve with them, as well

as the defire of keeping up thofe

ideas of power and confequence

which he wilhed to imprefs on his

allies, feemed in fome degree to lay

him under a fort of necefiity of

having recourfe to fuch fubterfugco,

which were fo inconfiftent with, and
fo unworthy of other parts of his

charadler.

It is evident upon the whole, that

the Swedes, however unwilling to

acknowledge it, were woriled ; and
that they were at length obliged to

take refuge nnder the cannon of
Sweaburg, The difproportion of
the two fleets as to number, was too

great to be compenfated by valour.

'J'hc Ruflian fleet amounted to 70
veflels, and the Swedifh confiited

9nly of about 40. Yet notwith-

flanding this inequality, the battle

raged without intermilTion, and with

the greatelt fury, from ten o'clock

in the morning till half paff eight

at night. Jn this violent encounter,

acls of the mofl defperate valour

were fo repeatedly performed, that

they loft their effedl in their fre-

quency. The Swedilh major, Ha-
genhcrfon, being boarded, and find-

ing it impofliblc to fave his vefTel,

blew himlclf up along with his ene-

my. Several veffels were funk,

blown up, or driven on the rocks,

on both fides, but few, if any, taken

ly either. The carnage mult have

been extreme in fo long and fo

dreadful an a£lion ; but we are in

the dark as to the particulars.

This aftion was decifive as to the
fortune of the campaign. The king
was obliged to abandon the Ruffian
territories, and encountered fuch
difficulties in gaining his own fron-
tier, that he expofed his perfon to

equal danger with any common fol-

dier. The garrifon of Hogfors was
near being cut off in its retreat,

through the aftivity of the Ruflians
in making a landing from their

gallies ; and was only faved by the
fuperior gallantry of a battalion of
Weft Gothland, which acquired and
deferved the higheft honour upon
the occafion. But the nobleit exer-
tions of valour, when difplaycd ia

feafons of ill- fortune, are apt to pafs

unnoticed in a crowd of furround-

ing difafters ; or at leafl lofe much
of their eltimalion and value with
the public, whofe thoughts are oc-
cupied only by their Icfles.

As the Ruflians were able to keep
the fea for a confiderable time after

the late engagement, and were en-
tirely mafters of it, they fpread ter-

ror every whT:re, fo that the city of
Stockholm itfelf v/as not a little

alarmed under the apprehsnfion of
a defcrnt; and adopted the moft
vigorous meafurcs to repel fuch an
infult. The early approach of win-
ter in that northern climate, was a
circumffance at this time which could

not be ungrateful to either of the

contending parties. They had both
fultained confiderable lofTcs; they

were both fore with wounds, and
crippled by hard fervice ; and they

both wanted time for repolV, reco-

very, and reparation. Neither had
either fide any great objedl in vieu-,

which came at all within the reaclj

. i*^'} 4 c.f
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of near attainment ; To that hard ho/lile armies looked only to the fe-

blows, and mutual bloodfhed, coyjd curity of their refpcftive frontiers

be the only fruits of their farther for the winter, and the king re-

conteniiou at the prefent. turned to his capital.

Under thefe circumftances, the

CHAP. IX.

Ncru con'vention of Notables. Great queftions relati've to the organization

of the States General, ix'hich agitate the nvhole kingdom of France. King
rejigns hitnfelf entirely to the ad'vice of M. Neckar. That minijler takes

ei decided part infa'vour of the double reprefentation of the commons ; but

gives no opinion on other queftions of great importance, iKihich are left, in

the event, to chance. Notables, as n>:cll as the pariia7nent of Paris,

frong'y recommend, that the conftitution of \()\i^ fl:ould he the rnodelfor
toe ne-w convention of the fates ; •with ivhich the fcheme of a double re-

prefentation dire£ily tnilitates. Parliament of Paris endewoour to reccver

their popularity by ijfuing an arret, vjhich, if adopted, might be conftdered

as the Magna Charta of French liberty. Tnated nvith the utmoft con~

tempt by the popular parties, as falling Jhort of their ^ieivs. Violent

jealoufus and diffentions betiveen the three orders njchich ixiere to ccmpcfe the

Jiates Nobles, odious in the extreme. Dukes and peers o_ffer to contri~

bute a due proportion to the public expences ; and afimilar difpofition feems
general among the nobles ; but this difpofition appears too late to afford fa-
ti.fadion. Nobility, goaded by numberlefs attacks, puhlijh a declaration

of their rights, ivhich renders them fill more odious. Di-z-ifons andjea-
loufes among themfelnies at this critical periods Dijfentions in the parlia-

ments. Clergy as little united as the nobles. Curates, or pariftj priefs,

difpofed to fide with the commons, or third eftate. Commons nuift: that the

three orders fhculd ft in one chamber, deliberate in common, and <vote by

heads, inftcad of voting by orders, according to former prailice. Strongly

oppofed by the nobles. In the provincial affembly of the ftates of Dauphiny,

the nobles and clergy coalefce nvith the comtnons, and thereby eftablift? a
precedent contrary to the generalfenfe of their'orders. Differences betnveen

the nobles and commons of Britany rife fo high as to carry the appearance of
a civil n.var. Count d''Artois, vjith the princes of Conde, and Conti,

(vjho are called the Triumvirate) prefent a metncrial to the king, vjhich

increafes the popular odium againft them to tbe higheft pitch. Meafures

purfued by the duke of Orleans to acquire popularity in Paris. M. Neckar
blamed for not having ufcd any means to reconcile the jarring faSlions,

or to allay the national ferment, previous to the eled:ons. H? prefent

s

a memorial to the king, ftrongly urging the meafure cf double reprefentation,

and making himfelf refponfblefor its confeqiuhces. King accordingly iffues

a decreefor that purpoje ; but leaves, undecided and open, the very impor-

tant and critical queftions, relative to the manner of voting, and to the

fitting of the ftates in one, or in three chambers. Unfortunate and ruinous

confequences of this omifjlon of the minifter''s. Some well- intendedfchemes

JOT
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for amending the conjlitution, nuhich avere/ubfequently propo/ed; but rejeded.

Ancient pru£iice and nature of the Cahiers, or injiru^iom gimen by the

electors to their deputies in the fiates. Isohles bound by oath not to Jit or

'vote in one common ajfembly. Aphorifiicfiatement of the vieius of the dif-

ferent parties. Scyne farther particulars relative to them. Mofi of the

deputies to the fates arri've at Verfailles, but the delays caufed by the

elcdions in Paris prevent their opening the affembly. Some explanation of
the terms Primary Jj/'emblies, and Primary Eleiiions, ivith the manner of
ihelr application. Violent riot in Paris, and much bloodJhed,

WE obferved In our firfl chap-

ter that Mr. Neclcar had at

the beginning of winter fummoned
a new convention of Notables, in or-

der to receive their opinion and ad-

vice, on feveral fubjecls relative to

the convocation of the States Gene-
ral. Two great queftions were at

iffue between the three orders or

claffes from which that body was to

be drawn, namely the nobles, the

clergy, and the tiers I'etat, or com-
mons ; and thefe necefiarily agitated

the whole nation. The firll was,

Whether the deputies of the three-

orders of the ftate fhould meet to-

gether in one aflembly, in which all

tlie concentrated powers of the

Stiitcs General fhould refide ? or,

Whetlicr they fhould be divided, as

they had been at the lalt meeting, in

1614, into three chambers, through

each of which a refolution muft be

carried (or at leaft through two of
them) before it became the ac-

knowledged aft of the ftates ?

Voting by heads was the term ap-

plied to the firll of tl\efe alterna-

tives, and voting by orders, to the

fecond.

The next quefUon was. Whether
the number of deputies from each
of the orders (hould be the fame as

in 1 61 4, which was about three

hundred of each ? or. Whether, the

clergy and nobles Hill adhering to

their former numbers, the third

ellate (hould be allttwed to fend fix

hundred deputies, which v/ould

equal both in number ?

This was called the double repre-

fentation of the people. And the

gaining of this point was not only

the great and principal object in

view with the third eflate, but

united the wilhes ol- the republican

party, and of all the fadlious through-

out the kingdom, under v\hatever

denominations they were clailod.

This was deemed, even by mode-
rate men, in lome degree neceffary,

as it was generally taken for grant-

ed, and the court itfelf molt un-

v.'ifely adopted the opinion, that the

clergy and noblt;s, being privileged

bodies, would coaltrfce, and a£l

nearly, if not er.tircly, together;

fo that fcrmiwg two bCdies to one,

and amounting to about double in

number, whether they voted by or-

ders or by heads, it was fuppofed

that they would carry every quef-

tion againft the commons. But if

the double reprefentation took place,

the commons would then have 600
votes to oppofe the 300 of each

other order, and they were fure of
defcrtions from each ; particularly

that many of the curates would join

them ; while they had nothing lefs

than a certainty that the members
of their own order would hold well

together.

But to render the double repre-

fentation entirely cffedive, and ihe

fuperiority of the third eltate com-
plete



502l* ANNUAL REGISTER, 178^.

plete and larting, another great

point was to be gained, of fcarce

lels importance than the former.

I'his was the amalgamation, as it

was called, of the three orders in

one aflembly ; whereby, fitting to-

gether, without any diftinftion, in

the fame chamber, they (hould vote

by heads, and the majority of votes,

without any regard to orders, be of

courfe conclufive. The real views in

this defjgn were very well covered,

by a reference to the conduft of the

ancient flates general, who, with

x'ery few exceptions, had been ren-

dered totally ufelefs to the nation,

through the idle difputes and ridi-

culous quarrels which continually

took place between the different

orders, relative to privileges and

other matters of no public moment,

whereby their time being wafted,

and deliberations diftrafted, they

at length became as odious to the

people as to the crown itfelf ; the

former grudging the expence they

were put to by convocations which

they found by experience to be

totally unprofitable. This evil, whe-

ther juftly or not, was induftrioufly

reprefented to the public, and by

men not deftitute of ability, as pro-

ceeding entirely, from the ancient

ftates ger.eral being clafTed in dif-

ferent orders, and fitting in differ-

ent chambers : while they held out,

that the fyifem of amalgamation

would prevent the polhbility of fuch

difputes.

On thefe queftions the king's ab-

folute authority was equally appeal-

ed to by all the parties for a final

decifion ; the plenitude of h.is power

not being yet openly queflloned by

any. On the ether hand, the fo-

vereign refigned himfelf entirely

to the advice of iMr. Neckar in

every thing relative to this fubjeci.

whofe popularity he thought would
afford a fanftion to whatever was co-

vered by his name, and thereby

prove the means of procuring him
that quiet and eafe in government
which he wifned beyond all things.

That minifter, ivhofe real or fup-

pofed talents for finance and politi-

cal oeconomy had, along with a num-
ber of fortuitous circumflances, raif-

ed him to a degree of public opinion

and credit which has not often been

equalled, found himfelf entirely out

of his element when he became in-

volved in the untried and difHcuIt

fcience of political legiflation. Sur-

rounded and overawed by powerful

and eager faftions, unable to fa-

thom their defigns, and incapable

even of fufpedling their infidious

views, he was liable to fall into

every fnare which was laid for him.

As vanity poiTefTed no fmall fhare

in his compofition, it laid him the

more open to be played upon.

Standing as he did, the minifler of
the people, and owing his elevation

to them, that circumftance alone,

independent of education and ha-

bit, could not but give him a ftrong

bias to the popular party. Honeft

himfelf, and moderate in all his

views, he feems to have built too

much upon the reditude of others,

and not to have been aware that the

defigns of men often extended far

beyond their prefent avowal or ac-

tion.

Vvith thefe difpofitions, Mr.
Neckar wifhed to make great con-

ceflions to gratify and latisfy the

people, and to render their future

condition happy ; but he was at th«

fame time equally intent to pre-

ferve the prerogatives, rights, and

authority of the crown undiminilli-

ed, in all things which were necef-

fary to give efTe^ and energy to

rood
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good government. He probably

did not vvifh that the crown fhould

have the power of doing wrong in

any effential matters ; and he llill

lefs intended that the ancient rights

of the fovereignty Ihould be fub-

verted. In the purfuit of this fyf-

tem, it is now evident, that he was

deficient with refpeft to fteadinefs,

courage, and fagacity, and nothing

can be more clear than that he did

not forefee the confequences of his

own moft favourite mcafures. Wifli-

ing to pleafe all parties, he tempo-
rized, and loft the opinion and con-

fidence of all ; and while he ear-

neftly endeavoured to eftabliiTi or-

der, good temper, and good go-

vernment in the kingdom, he un-

fortunately, but unwittinglv, be-

came, in no fmall degree, the in-

ftrument of the mifchicf and con-

fufion which followed.

"With refpeft to the queitions

which now fo much agitated the

ration, that minifter never gave any
decided opinion upon the fubjeds,

either of the ftates voting by heads

or by ciafTes ; of their fiuing in one
chamber or in three ; nor of their

amalgamation ; but with refpedt to

the double reprefcntation of the

commons, he took a moll decided

part in favour of that meafure, and
perfevered in it with no fmall de-
gree of pertinacity. The notables

were of a direftly contrary opinion.

They recommended the conftitution

of 16 14, as the model by which the

prefent convocation of the Itates

ihould be regulated, as that had
been by the regulations and orders

eltabliJhcd by their predeceflbrs.

I'hat the three orders Ihould con-
duft their deliberations in feparate

chambers, as had ever been the cafe,

fmce the third eftate had been firlV

ad^tted to thefe convocations by

Philip le Bel, in the year 1302;
and that the three orders (hould

confiil: of fomething near equal num-
bers, amounting to about 300 each.

The notables, in giving this ad-
vice, only trod in the ftcps of the

parliament of Paris, which had
before given its unqualified opinion

in fupport of the principle of con-
voking the Hates general accord-

ing to the conftitution of 1614.
This condufl of the parliament,

which in other feafons would have
been produftive of all the applaufe

which ufually attended their pro-

ceedings, upon this occafion pro-

duced a very dIfFerent effedl. The
minds of men were now too much
heated, and the new-fangled notions

of government too widely fpread,

to admit of their being at all fatif-

fied with thofe fecurities or conccf-

ftons, which would before have
occafioned the greateft joy and

* triumph. All the former popular
adts of that alTembly, all the ardu-
ous conilidts which they had fuf-

tained with the late adminiftration,

as well as that unconquerable cou-
rage and perfeverance which ended
only with its downfal, were now ac

once forgotten ; and thofe diftin-

guiftied members whofe zeal and
lufFerings had ranked them among^
the heroes and martyrs of patriotifm,

were regarded, in the inflamed

minds of the commons, as the con-

temptible tools of ariftocracy.

This unexpeded change in the

public opinion was moft lenfibly felt

by the parliament ; who, in order to

recover the affedion of the people,

aflembled with more than ufual

formality early in December, in-

viting at the fame time (to give

the greater eclat to their pro-

ceedings) the attendance of the

princes and peers. At this meeting

they
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they ififoed a piece, under the tide of

an arret on the prefer.t ftate of the

nation, coitaining a number of re-

folutions, which leenned to include

their ideas of the principal points

of FrtTcn liberty. It lays down, as

a pofiiion not to be departed from,

that noailemblv cojid be confiiered

astruly national, which did not afcer-

tain the tollorting eiTeniiai points in

favour of the people, namely. The
periodi.:ai return of the Hates ge-

neral :—No fubfidy to be allowed,

under any pretence, that was not

granted by the flatcs :—No law to

be executed by the courts of jullice

which the ftates had not confented

to :~The fupprellion of all thofe

taxes that maiked a diilindtion be-

tween the orders ; and their replace-

ment by common fubfidies equally

impok'd on all :—The refponfibility

of miniiters:—The right of the ftates

general to brirg accul'aiions before

the courts of jultice for crimes

that intereft the whole nation :

—

The protection of the liberty of ci-

tizen?, by obli^'ing every man, de-

tained in a royal prifon, to be put

into the hands of his proper judges

:

—And laUly, the lawful freedom of

,the prefs.

Thefe provifions for eftablifliing

and preferving the rights and iecu-

rlty of the people, and the attain-

ment of which, only a fmall time

back, would have been cohiidered

ss prefenting a glorious Magna
Charta of French freedom, and as

forming a new epccha in the hif-

tory oi that country, were now re-

ceived not only with indifference,

but with the greateft contempt.

They fell fo far fnort of the iJeas of

liberty and equality now fpread,

that tliey could not be liftened to

with patience : the parliament of

Paris was totally dilappoicted in

the hope of recovering that popu-
larity which it fo eagerly fouj;ht; and
from this time continued to dwin-
dle day after day into ftili lower

degrees of infigrificance, until it

was at length totally laid afice, and
all its part exertions ai.d confequence

forgotten.

In the mean time the greateft

jealoufy and diUention fubfiiied be-

tween the different orders which
were to compofe the ftates. The
third eftate, or commons, fo far

from being fatif^Sed with the fub-

miffion of the nobility to an equal

tax-ition, and to contribute in fu-

ture a due proportion in the raifing

of fubfidies, would overthrow all

privileges whatever; and would
not confider that as a conceffion

which they claimed as an abfolute

right. Tuis id.'a of extinguilliing

all claims founded upon ancient

ufage, compaft, or privilege was
carried fo far as to trench in fome
refpccts upon private property, and
in one inllance to affect the circum-

ftances of a numerous order of the

flate, many of whom v.ere among
thofe the lealt able to bear fuch a

lofs. For many of the lords had
ages fince, whether upon principles

of kindnefs cr mutual utility, re-

leafcd their peafants from that ftate

of vaffalage in which they were
then h"ld, and received certain fixed

rents from them as a compenfa-
tion for their lands ; but, under the

prefent fcheme and philofophy of

general equality, it was taught to

be an intolerable grievance and op-

preffion, to pay a price for the en-

joyment of thofe rights and goods
of nature to which every man was,

as fuch, equally entitled. Several

feudal rights and fervices were like-

wife itiil retained in moll or all

lordihipj or manors, fome of which
were
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were ccmmuted for in money, and

others, perhaps more, dilcharged in

kind. The lofs of thcfe rents and

fervices would be very feverely felt

by the fmaller nobility, who were

very numerous, and who being obli-

ged to fupport a certain degree of

rank in very llraitened circura-

ftances, could expedt nothing lefs

than utter ruin and mifery to their

families, when to this defalcation

from their narrow incomes, was to

be added the ftiare which they were

in future to afford to the common
taxation.

For the nobility, who, moft fa-

tally to themfelves, had in the year

1787 held fo tenacious a grafp of

their pecuniary exemptions that they

would not coincide in affording the

Imalleit aid to extricate their fove-

reign or the public from the emer-
gencies in which they were involved,

and thereby opened the way to all

the degradations which the mosarch
had fince undergone, as well as to

all the diforder and ill temper of the

prefent time, were now become, not

only fully fenfible of their error, but
began to perceive and to feel feme
part of the growing danger of their

fituaiion ; the dukes and peers of
France had already prefented a

memoir to the king, offering to

bear their due proportion of the

public charges, ard, fo far as they

could, anfwering for the reft of the

nobility as holding the fame fenti-

ments; and they were fupported

in this engagement by the public

declarations or avowed dilpofition

of the nobles in different parts of
the kingdom. Bat their repentance,

or right fenfe of their condition, v^^as

too late ! the feafon was now paft !

and the popular ferment was grown
to foch a height, that all hope of
conciliation learned a; 411 end.

For no equalization of taxes, no
eafe in their own fituation, no ex-
akadon of their political importance
in the flate. Teemed now capable of
affording anv gratification to the
commons, wi.ile the other two claf-

fes pofTeffed a fingle privilege, or
any degree of importance dillindl

from the general mafs. As the
writers, as well as the orators, and
thofe numerous fefts who were
counted philcfophers, were* almofl
all on the popular fide, fo the te-

nures of the nobOity were rendered
fo odious in the numberlefi wriiin~s

which were every hoar publiiTied oa
the fubjeift, and their privileges,

claims, condufl: and fervices placed
in fuch ridiculous and degrading
points of view, that the nobles
thought it neceffary to iflae a decla-
ration in defence, wherein they in-

fifted that their feudal rights were
inviolable property, coeval with
their eilates, and equally aiquL-ed
by the valour of their anccilors

:

that they had been eiiablillied by
the original confritution of the coun-
try, and con.6rmed by the fandio.-i

of unnumbered laws and of untold

ages. But this declaration, inllead

of prodacmg any good, or contri-

buting m any degree to allay the
prevailing animcfuy, lerved only to

increafe the unpopularity and odium
under which the nobility already la-

boured.

At the very time that the c'ofefl

union v/ould Jiave been indilpenfabiy

neceffary, to refill the defigns that

were laid againfl the whole of their

immunities and diiHnclions, the no-
bility vvere divided by various jea-

loufies among themfelves, and fplit

into violent faftioris. That fuperi-

ority auumed by the dukes and peers
of France, from their pofTelllng feats

in the parlir.men: of Pj.ris, and fro.Ti

their
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their beirg confidered as the here-

ditary counfellors of the crown,

though a diftinction of very long

Itanding, and hitherto, Hke other

old efrabUfhrnents, pafied over with-

out exciting much care or enquiry,

became, in this feafon of innovation,

and under the influence of that reft-

lefs fpirit which m^irked the genius

and temper of the tim«.', an o'ujeft of

much diifatisfafiion and envy with

thnfe nobles, who from the largencfs

of tiieir pofleffions the antiquity or

public fervices of their families, or

from al! together, thought them-
ielves no Icfs entitled to io Mattering

a pre-eminence.

in the fame manner, and as if

the contagion was general and un-

avoidable, the parliaments were torn

to pieces by internal diflentions. For

the places of judges, in thefe bodies,

had by degrees been rendered in a

great meafure hereditary, the foa

uAially fuccecding the father in the

cfHce, ifhe had attained a proper

maturity at the deccafe of the for-

mer. This was confidered both an

intolerable grievance, and an abfo-

lute injury, by the pleading lawyers,

who faw themfelves nearly cut off

from ever attaining ihofe emolu-

ments and dirtintlions, which they

confidered as the proper objedls of

their prcfeflional ambition, as well

as the due rewards of merit and

ability, and neceffary encourage-

ments to afllduity, labour and ex-

ertion. They accordingly formed

a llrong and numerous as well as

loquacious party, to cry down the

judges, and ruin them with the pub-

lic. The former were not always

correft in their decifions ; wrong
was fometimcs confirmed or efta-

blifhed ; and it had happened in fome

notorious and celebrated criminal

sales, which awakenad the attention

or excited the horror of all Europe,
that the innocent were condemned
to fuffer the moft cruel punifliments,

which the law permitted for the

higheft degrees of guilt. Though
fuch cafes were not frequent, yet

when they occurred, the moll emi-

nent of the pleading advocates did

not mifs the occafion of acquiring

great popularity by the courage

and eloquence with which they de-

f;->nded the opprefied and injured :

they boldly controverted and ar-

raigned, and fometimes fuccefsfully,

the decliions of the judges; and if

every thing elfe failed, where the

cafe was fufHciently clear, they ap-

pealed to the world at large, by
publifaing the proceedings. But in

this eager chace of popularity they

not feklom overfhot the mark ; for,

being in the habit of oppofing the

judtjes, and growing warm in the

exercife, they would ftraiu and warp
the law from its ufual and natural

bias, to make it fuit the immediate
purpofe. They, however, gained

their point, in rendering both the

judges and the courts odious; and
were indifferent as to tjie confe-

quences, under a reliance, that their

own legal knowledge and abilities

would in all cafes, and in any change
that could take place, be indifpcn-

fably neceflary.

It is well known that the French
parliaments boafted a peculiar no-

bility of their own, originating from

particular office and rank. It feem-

ed as if fome fatality had, in this

feafon of innovation and danger,

prompted feveral of thefe provin-

cial bodies to become diffatisfied

with their former privilege and ho-

nour, and to attempt, by a new re-

gulation, that none but gentlemen

(by which is intended the fmallcr

nobility) Ihould be admitted into

their
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jheir refpeftive afTemblies. No-
thing could have been a greater in-

fult or injury to the third eftate than

this meafure of folly and vanity,

if time had been afforded for its

being carried into effedt; it having

long been one of the moft crying

grievances of that body,that, through

the partiality of the crown, nearly

all promotions, whether civil, mili-

tary, naval, or ecclcfialHcal, were

monopolized by the nobility. Th«
affront and intended injury were the

more galling to the commons, as

being offered by men who were

drawn from the common mafs of

citizens, but who now 'regarded

their fellows with fuch marked dif-

dain, that they would for ever (hut

them out from poiTeffing the fame

advantage. Theie circumftances

ferved to render the par!i?.ments not

only unpopular but odious; and

their fubfequent fall, to be npi'.her

attended with pity, nor accGmpayied

with refpedl.

Other prevalent caiifes operated

in difuniting and weakening the

nobility. Many of the mcR necef-

fitous, the moil turbulent, or the

moft profligate, rejoiced in the pre-

fent ferment ; they wiflied for dif-

turbance and commotion, a ftace of
things by which they could not lofe

much, but from whence the eager-

nefs of hope and defire flattered

them with profpeds of great poffi-

ble advantage. Thcie eagerly

fought popularity at any pricr and
at ail events, without any more re-

gard to the benefit or fecurity of
their particu ar order, than to the

general good of the iLite. Some,
of high rank and great power, were
fuppofed to entertain views of a re-

mote but dangerous ambition, which
could have no other hope of obtain-

inij its end, than amid the diforders
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produced by fome great convulfion

in the flate. Upon this principle,

it was their interefl to promote by
all means the prefent ferment ; con-
fidering the rage and violence of
the people as the proper difpofitions

for rendering them hereafter the

ufeful and aftive inrtruments in the
profecution of their own defigns.

Such men could not v/ant retainers

and affociates either in their own or
any other order.

It had always been reckoned
highly difgraceful in France, for a
nobleman to become a member of
the third ellate ; and on the other

fide, it was held no lefs difgraceful

to the commons to eledl a nobleman
to be their delegate; fuch a meafure,
befides other grounds of obje^flion,

feemlng to be a tacit acknowledg-
ment, that no one of their ov/n clafs

was properly qualified to be their

reprefentative. But all delicacy or
fqueamilhnefs in this refpecl was
now, in iom? inftances, laid by on
both fides in the preparation for the
approaching eleftion of the ftates.

Some of the moft faflious and def-

perate of the nobility, either defpair-

ing of being chofen by their own
order, or holding, that the tiers

Tefat would, in the prefent Hate of
thi-ngs, afford a more ample field

for the difplay of their talents, as

well as a more fertile foil for the
propagation of their opinions and
defigns, ufed all their interell and
addrefs to obtain feats among the
commons; while fimilar motives
and difpofitions to thofe which urged
them to the application, operating
with no lefs effert on the other fide,

they were received with open arms.
As if the fpirit of difcord was

now defiined to infeft all orders of
men, fo the clergy were little better

latiified, or united amOrg' them-
fclves
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felve5 than the other clalTes of the

people. The curates, or parifli

priefls, who lived among and af-

fociated with the commons, had

very generally, though in a lefs or

greater degree as chance or temper

operated, imbibed many of the po-

pular notions and opinions. But

there was a peculiar grievance re-

lative to themfelvcs, which, with

little open complaint, they had long

jullly repined at. This was the

monopoly which the nobility had,

probably in all times, poflefTed, of

nearly all the dignities and emolu-

ments in the church; which, along

with its being a conftant objed of

vexation, jealoufy and envy, could

not but operate fatally to the dii-

couragement of learning, virtue,

and piety among the inferior clergy,

and to the diligent exercife of thofe

duties, which require fuch ccnllant

labour and care in the application,

and are fo iudifpenfably necelTary in

that body. It is, however, proba-

ble, that this grievance was more

felt and thought of in the prefent

feafon of reform and innovation,

than it had been at any former pe-

riod.

The jealoufy and diHike between

the nobility and commons was every

day increafing, and flrongly indi-

cating mifchiefs and evils, which it

fhould have been the great objedl

of a wife and prudent government

to prevent or evade. For the dif-

pofition of the nobles tofubjedl their

eftafes in future to a proportional

fhare of the public burdens, afford-

ed, as we have already feen, no fa-

tisfaftion to the commons, while the

former would have this confidered

merely as a conceffion of favour,

but by no means as any dereliflion

of their right of exemption. The
chief bone of contention was.

however, the queflion of amalga--

mation, or the three orders fitting

and voting in common in one gene-

ral alTembly. This point the com-
mons were determined, if poflible,

to carry at all events ; deeming
every other acquifition imperfeil

and of little value, without the

ftrength and efficacy which this

was capable of communicating;

while the -nobility, in general, were
as oblHnately bent on its rejeftion.

But a part of their own body eita-

bhfhed an alarming precedent a-

gainfl the condufl and fentiments

of the great majority ; for at the

provincial meeting of the ftates of
Dauphiny, the nobles and clergy

not only coalefced into one common
mafs v/iih the reprefentatives of the

people, but it was determined by
that aliembly, that their deputies to

the dates general lliould be inilrudl-

ed to fupport ftedfaflly the queftion

of amalgamation, and to give weight
and currency to it: from their own
example, by neither fitting or voting

in any other manner.

The commons of Britany, who,
from the union of that province with

France, had to the prefent day re-

tained fome greater portion of free-

dom than any others in the king-

dom, and who had for fome time,

as we have heretofore feen, been
in habits of great licenfe and dif-

order, being now fired by the ex-

ample of Dauphiny, infilled that

their ftates ftiould be modelled in

the fame manner ; but this being

peremptorily refufed by the gentle-

men, who thought it a molt un-

grateful return for the zeal, fplrit,

and rifque with which they had fup-

ported the public rights, againft the

tyrannical defigns and attempts of

the late adminiftration ; the differ-

ences grew fo high, and the con-

tending



HISTORY OF EUROPE. *[209

tending parties were fo much en-

raged, ihat the country was for fe-

veral weeks in little, if any thing,

lefs than in a ftate of civil war.

On the other hand, the coant

d'Artois (the king's fecond brother)

with the two princes of Conde and

of Conti, who were at this time

called the Triumvirate, and who were

at the head of thole fcattered par-

ties which Itill retained fome at-

tachment to the court, decL.rcd

themfelves ftrongly in fupport of

the rights of the nobility, and pre-

fented a memorial to the king, in

which, along with a profefiion, in

the name of that body, of their wil-

lingnefs to contribute to the exi-

gencies of the Ihite by conf(;nting

to an equalization of taxes, they,

however, referved the obnoxious

provifion, " that this was to be
" confidertd as a matter of con-
** defcenfion and favour, but not
" of right." And having treated,

in the fame memorial, fome of the

new pretenlions of the third ellate

with great freedom, if not feverity,

it raifed the indignation of that

numerous and formidable party to

the higheft pitch, fo that the count,

who had long been futBcLenily unpo-

pular, was now execrated through-

cut the nation, and confidered as

the common enemy of the people:

nor did thc;fe circumllances fail to

increafe the general animofity to

the nobdity.

'J'he fir:t prince of the blood, the

duke of Orleans, bad, upon the

chajige of miniliry, been difcharged

by the king from the reftridions

wliicli confined him to his country

feat stReiufy; but, inftead of going
to court, he proceeded to the pa-

lais royale in Paris, whicli was his

own ellatc, and which for fome
Ume might have been coniidcred

Vol. XXXI,

as his citadel. There he laid him-
felf out by all pofTible means to at-

tain a popularity, in the acquifition

of which he had hitherto through

life been Angularly unior'.unate*

His immenfe fortune (being reckon-

ed the richefl; fubjsd in Europe, and
his yearly income eltimated at fome-
thing about half a million Iterling)

rendered this defign, in the preicnt

ftate of things, a matter of no great

difficulty. The (Ireets were de-

luged by an uncountable multitude

of vagabonds, partly natives, but

a greater number outcalls of the

different provinces, who, hungry,

ragged, and abandoned, were ready

to perform any fervice of vvhich

they were capable, for tcod and co-

vering. By exceffive largeffes in

money and corn, he foon became
the idol of that vail and profligate'

city, and feemed to fucceed in fill-

ing the place which had been oc-

cupied by the duke of Beaufort to-

wards the middle of the laft cen-

tury, and to fland fair for attaining,

as he had done, the title of king of
the mob. It was impoffible that

fuch a man, in fuch a iituation and
fuch circumllances, fhould be def-

titute of a confiderable party. Mi-
rabcau, and fome other of the mofl

violent demagogues in the fucceed

-

ing convuliions, were clofely con-

nected with him, and were fuppoied

to be afiuated in their proceedings

by views very different from thofe

which were oltenfibly avowed.

While the duke, wrapped up in the

darknefs of his Olympus, and fixed

in the centre of all the politics,

intrigues, cabal j, and violence of

the metropolis, was, without any
vifible exertion, for a confidemblfi

time, fuppofcd to guide the clouds,

and to djreft the courie of the tem-

rtil.

1*0] Mr. Ncckar
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Mr. Neckar has been much, and
to all appearance defervedly, blam-
ed for not having ufed the means
which his official lituation, and even
his popularity* feemed to place in

his hands, of endeavouring, previ-

ous to the eledions, or even after,

to allay the ferment which prevail-

ed in the nation, to conciliate fome,

er to gain over others of the jarring

faftions, and above all thinors to en-

deavour to heal or to foftcn the ani-

mofitics between the commons and
the nobility ; which, as the latter

were now willing to refign their

exemption with refpeft to taxation,

and might probably, under the in-

fluence of the prefent alarming af-

pcdl of public affairs, have been
led to further conceflions, did not

by any means feem an unattainable

objeft. Nothing of this fort was.

reign, in which he rendered himfelf

perfonally refponfible for the fuc-

cefs of that meafure, and vainly

defired that he might be made tfio

facrifice to its failure, or at leafl to

its produflion of any fmifler event.

It is remarkable, that while in this

piece he drew an imaginary pi6lure

of fbme of the effeds which really

enfued, he feemed fcarcely to con-

fider them as poiubilities, or to

think there was turpitude fufficient

in mankind for their produftion.

The king, who had received a
minifter from the people merely
in the hope of thereby refloring

tranquillity to the public, and quiet

to himfelf, did not think it prudent

to hazard fo defired an objeft by
any interference of his own in coun-
terafling his defigns. In purfuance

of this fentiment, in the beginning
however, done or attempted ; every of January 1789, he iffued that de
thing feems to have Been committed
to chance, or fulTered to purfue that

bias from which it received its

original direction ; while the minif-

ter, confident in hope, and looking

to the States General witli a degree

cree, framed or didlated by the

minilkr, which granted to the third

eftate a double reprefentation ; bat
through fome unaccountable negli-

gence or blindnefs, left untouched
that moil eflential queflion of amal-

of idolatry, as the fummit of all pof- gamation, and coniequently of the

fible perfeftion, feemed to rufh Itates fitting in one, two, or three

blindly on, truf^ing, in defiance of chambers. For the minilter, in his

the hiilory and experience of pafl: preceding memoire to the king,

times, to find in that body a re- although it was fufHciently verbofe

medy for all the political evils of in other refpefts, touched flightly

the Rate. upon this fubjed, as if it were a
In this courfe, and through all matter rather of indifference than

the violence of contending fatlions, moment ; only cafually exprelTing

he adhered firmly to his favourite

fcheme of the double reprefentation

of the com.mons; although that

meafure was diredlly- contrary to the

opinion and advice of the parlia-

fbent, the notables, of moll if not

all the other minifters, and to the

fentiments and liking of the king
himfelf. To fecure this point, he

prefented a memoire to the fove-

a hope, that the ftates would fettle

thefe matters among themfelves

without any diffention ; and hint-

ing, diflantly, at the pofTibility of
the union of the three orders, with-

out giving any opinion for or

againll its propriety.

Nothing could have been more
unfortunate in the prefent ftate of
things than this omiflion, aad indeed

4- it
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It may be confidered as opening the

way in a very great mcafure to the

fucceeding evils. The king's de-

ciiion en the fubjed would have

been final, and not only willingly

fubmitted to, but was expedted and

wifhed ; for none of the parties had

yet called in queftion the plenitude

of his authority, at leaft until the

meeting of the ftates, to a<5l in all.

things as provifionary legillator.

Nor did it require any great faga-

city to forefee, that the great point

of a double reprefentation being

gained by the third eftate, while the

other, of amalgamating the three

orders into one, was left open and

undecided, they would immediately

endeavour to feize the advantage thus

offered, and that their fuccefs in the

firit inftance would render them
infinitely more ftrenuous and im-
petuous in their efforts to obtain

the fecond, which could a]one com-
municate that full efficacy to the

double reprefentation which they

wifhed and aimed at. Nor did it

feem more difficult to perceive the

danger of trufting the whole power
of a mighty ll:ate in the hands of a

fingle afTembly, without any other

to check or regultte its condu6l, or

any power whatever in the govern-

ment which could, even by the in-

terpofition of a negative, attempt to

reflrain the exorbitances to v. hich

fuch a body, poficffcd of fuch un-

exampled auth: rity, muil almoft be
neceffarily fubjcdl. It was evident,

that in fuch an nfTemblage all its

power mull be fubjefted to the ca-

price or defign of a majority ; that

fuch a majority, once formed, would
foon become too much enamoured
of their new power, not to cohere
firmly together in its lupport ; that

the diffenting minority, what-
ever its number, could do nothing

more than complain (if they were
allc-ed to do that) and would
thereby become entirely ufelefs,

while the triumphant majority, by
a proper m.anagement of the in-

flamed populace, with the national

purfe and the fword in their hands,

might eftablifli the moll complete
tyranny, under a republican name
or form, and render it unalterable,

by boldly perpetuating their owa
exillence.

Thefe, not only pofTible but pro-

bable confequences, were, however,

overlooked upon this occaficn.

Some well-judged prc-pofals

were, however, made for mollifying

or correcting this flate of things,

and for conciliating the animoiity

of the parties : for the nobles had
bound themfelves by a fblemn oath,

never to fubmit to the amalga-
mating or confolidating fyltem, fo

far as to fit or to vote in one com-
mon afTembly.

One of thefe fchemes was, that

the reprelentatives of the nobles

and clergy lln.uld be united in one
afil-nibly, and fhould fupply, at leafl

in a certain degree, the place of the

houle of lords in England ; while

the third ellate fhould ^It by itfelf,

under the name of the houj'e of ccm-

mons.

The fecond fcheme was much
more com.prehenfive. It propofed

to unite, as the other did, the clergy

and nobility in one houfe ; but to

reihift the number of feats pollelTed

by botu to a certain given and pro-

portional number ; that the clergy

IhoLild be chofen by rotation ; that

the nobles ftould pofi'efs-a certain

given quantity of land to qualify

them for election; but in order that

the fcrvices of merit and ability

fhould not be lofl to the public, nor

utility facrificed to forms, that the

[• ] 2 «idell
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eldeft fons or immediate heirs of

thefe noble pofll-flbrs fliould be likc-

uile qualified to iill feats, if elcded ;

and iallly, to enlarge the fphere of

rcprefentation in the third ell.ite,

to remove prejudices, and to unite

ever)- rank and clafs of the people

in one common intereil, that the

nobility at large, as well as the

clergy, who were not appointed to

the upper, but lefs numerous afl'em-

bly, fliould be qualified to be elected

by the commons as their reprefen-

tutives in the third eftate; the num-
ber to be Hill rellriiled, though, to

its original defignation.

It is eafily feen that this fcheroe,

if adopted, would, among its fmail-

er benefits, have been the means
of introducing much decency, ur-

banity, and order, in the delibera-

tions and p.-oceedings of that body ;

that it would likekvife have tended

to a general diffafion of intelligence

and public knowledge among the

members, which was much and
particularly wanted in whatever

related to foreign affairs and con-

nections; that it muft have had an

admirable effedt in removing pre-

judices, curing animofities, and
coalefcing all the clafles of the peo-

j)le ; and that it would have ob-
viated that reproach fmce thrown
upon the conftituent affembly, that

they were moltly compofed of law-

yers, attornies, country curates, ar-

tiils, and authors; that many of

them were men of narrow minds,

and of very circumfcribed know-
ledge ; and were as little refpedable

in point of property, as of ability

or knowledge. Thcfe were, how-
ever, but fmaller matters, when
placed in comparifon with that ex-

cellency of conRJtution, and that

juit fitnefs, due proportion, llrength,

and fecurity of all the parts of go-

vernment, which the framers and
lupportcrs of this fchcme fuppofed

orfaid might have been derived from
it. For they reprefented, that coim-

terpoifes would be thus provided

to every dillinct power in the ftate ;

that each would operate as a check

-and regulator to the others, and pre-

vent allexcefs in any ; that under fucli

guards it would become impoffible

for anyone to devour all the others;

and that thus, the molt valuable

parts of the Englifh conftitution

would be obtained, without any of
its defedls.

But the views of the commons
were now fo much extended, and
their defires fo much inflamed by
the near profpe(!t of placing all the

powers of the ftate in one fingle

affembly, that no propofal which

went wide of that mark could be
attended to with patience. It was
not difficult to find oflenlible and

popular reafons for the rejedion of

fuch a propofal. It would be dif-

graceful in the laft degree for the

greatell and moll enlightened na-

tion in Europe to borrow a con-

ftitution from another country.

They poflefied wifdom and philo-

fophy fufficient for modelling and

regulating their own government,

without fubmitting to the ftiameful

degradation of being in any degree

beholden to the aid of foreigners.

This idea had fuch force, that it

became for a confiderable time a

fixed principle neither to borrow

from, nor to imitate England in any

refpe(5t whatever relative to the ftate

and government.

It had at all times been cufto-

mary in France, at the eleftions of

the ftates general, for each order

in each diftricl to prefent a memo-
rialof grievances, accompanied with

inftrudrons, to it& peculiar deputy,

tlie
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the praftice being equally common
with the clergy, the nobility, and
the commons. Thefe memorials

or inftrudions were called cahiers ;

and in proportion to the number of

them that coincided in pointing

out any particular grievance, or in

urging any particular inftruttion, it

was expeded the ftates would pay

particular attention to them, and re-

gulate their condudl accordingly.

So general was the fpirit now
abroad, that the cahiers of the no-

bility, as well as of the clergy, went
as fully to a reform in the govern-
ment, as thofe of the commons ; the

only diftindlions of any confequence

being, that although the delegates

of the nobility were inllrudled to

give up freely the pecuniary exemp-
tions of that order, they were ftrid-

ly withheld from any furrender of
their feudal rights, which was in-

filled on by the commons; but the

iecond diflinction was the great

fource of difcontent and diicord,

involving a principle in which it

feemed impofiible that the two other

orders could accord with the third

eftate ; ftjr the deputies of the

commons were inftruded, peremp-
torily to infift upon the confolida-

tion of the three orders in one af-

fembly. This enraged the nobi-

lity fo much, that their delegates

were generally, if not univerlally,

inftrufted to refill the attempt to

the utmofl, and to proceed to any
extremity, even to that of fcceflion,

fooner than fubmit to it. The de-

legates aftjd up to th<c fpirit of tiieir

inftruftions, and bcfidos refelutions

and declarations, in order to guard
againll the vcrl'atility of individuals,

they were generally bound by a

Iblemn oath never to fit or to vote in

one common or general afTembly,

but to adhere firmly to their ancient

forms and mode of adling.

Thus early did the unfortunate

cfFe£ls of that fatal error, negli-

gence, or whatever other name it

may be called, which left that moil

efl'ential quellion of confolidation

open and undecided, begin to ap-

pear, and with a moH alarming

afpedl, in the firft inftance, opened
the way to all the confufion that

followed, to the utter degradation

and ruin of the two firft orders of

the ftate, and to the final overthrow

of the longeft eftabliftied govern-

ment in Chrillendom, and probably

in the world, China itfelf not ex-

cepted.

The following {hort account of

the views of the diiferent parties

then in France is thus given by a

perfon well acquainted with them,

and who was himlelf an adtor of

confideration in the fcenes then ex-

hibited :
* That, " the commons

" v/ifhed to conquer ; the nobles

" wilhed to preferve what they al-

" ready polTeired ;' the clergy wait-

" ed to fee which fide would be
*« viftorious, in order to join the

" conquerors;"—but, " if any one
*' fmcerely wilhed for peace, it wai
« the king."

The Hates had been fammoned for

the 27th of April, and moft of the

deputies were on that day ailsmbled

at Yerfailles ; but the numerous de-

putation from Paris, as well as tae

multitude of the eledors, occafion-

ed 10 much delay in th." elections of

that city, that the king thought it

necelTary to defer the opening of the

alTembly unto the 4th of May. The
faciioui who were thus brought

from all parts of the kingdom to

Lally ToUndal.

[•0]3 clalh
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cla(h togerher and (hew their ani-

molky at Verfailles, were foon dif-

tinguifhed, and were arranged un-

der their refpeftive leaders before

th^" formal opening of the alTcmbly.

They were claiTed under three great

divifions, and thel'e fubdivided into

{"mailer parties.

The firft was the ariftocratic party,

who were determined to fupport, in

all events, and at all hazards, the

ancient form and mode of proceed-
ing, by a feparation of the ftates

into three chambers, and by each

chamber retaining its refpsftive

'ueto, or negative on the others.

This party was confiJerable, whe-
ther confidered with refpeft to num-
ber, or to the talents and ability of

jts leaders, in both orders of the

nobles and of the clergy.

The fecond divifion was that of

the middle or moderate party ; who,
though averfe to continue the dif-

tindlion of three fepa rate orders, as

too complicated and difficult a fyf-

ten for pradice, yet wifhed for a

conftltutii n founded upon the Bri-

tifh p mciple of reciprocal controul,

fuch as we have already taken no-

tice of. Though this party was
not near fo numerous as the former,

yet it included names, both with

refpeifl to talents and integrity,

which ranked high among the moft

eminent in the kingdom ; and even

among the commons, was fupported

by fuch men as Mounier, BergafTe,

and Malouet.

The laft, but the great and tri-

umphant divifion, was that over-

whelming democratic party which
was deftined to fwallow up all others,

and to level all diftinctions, from
the fceptre to the bare crofs of St.

Louis, in the duft. This party em-
braced the moft violent and turbu-

lent fpirits of the nation in thp third

eftate, among whom the celebrated

Mirahcau, finding himfelf rejected

with contempt by his own order,

obtained a feat, and foon became
the moft confpicuous of their leaders,

which he continued to be, until he

was unexpectedly arreftcd by death,

in the midll of his turbulent and

ambitious career. Nor wore demo-
cratic principles confined entirely to

the third eftate ; they were adopt-

ed with no lefs violence by the bi-

fhop of Autun, and the curate Gre-
goire, who headed a party among
the clergy. The duke of Orleans,

having been chofen a member of
the ftates for his own bailliage of
Cr.-fly, in Valois, took care to pro-

vide a fandlion for his future con.,

dud, by employing the abbe
Si-yes, who was particularly at-

tached to him, and whofe name
ftood high among the modern fpe-

culative philoi'uphers and politicians,

to draw up his cakier or inftrudtions,

in the-naine of that bailywicke;

which the abbe accompliined in a

manner that could not but afford

cont'.nt to the moll eager wifhes of

democracy.

But in this interval, between the

firft allemblage of the ftates at Ver-:

failles, and the day appointed for

their formal opening, when it might
have been imagined that all mur-
mur and all turbulence would have

been abforbed in the expeftation

and joy excited by fo new and un-

hoped-for an event, the profligate

populace of the metropolis deter-

mined to exhibit to the colledled re-

prefentatives of every part of the

kingdom, an early and notable fpe-

cimen of the ferocioufnefs of their

manners, and of their mcurable dif-

pofition to diforder and tumult.

The primary eledlions had for

foaitj days been carried on in the

different
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diiFerent diftridls of Paris ; but as

this is a term and fubjed little un-

derftood in this country, fume fhort

explanation may here be neceffary.

The inhabitants of every cliftridt in

France, preparatory to the eleftion

of delegates, hold what is called a

primary aflembly, where they choofe

a prefcribed number of eledtors, who
are to adl for the whole in the choice

of a reprefentative to the ftatcs.

The primary afTemolies have no-

thing farther to do with the final

cleiiftion of delegates, nor have they

any knowledge who they are to be,

but they leave their cahiers or

inltruiftions with the electors, which
are by them communicated to the

reprefentatlve. By this courfe it is

eailly feen, that there is no immedi-
ate or near conneflion between the

delegate and thofe whom he repre-

fents, he being a deputy chofen by
other deputies, and owing nothing

direftly to the good will of the peo-

ple at large.

Thefe primary aflemblies, in

which cuftom, and the pradice of

defcanting upon and Hating griev-

ances in their cahiers, neceflarily

produced much licence of fpeech,

and afforded an opportunity to the

meaneilindividualsjof publicly vent-

ing their dilcontents, could not but

be liable to produce fome diiorders,

even in well regulated focieties

;

but in the prefent ftate of Paris,

their effedl was highly and juilly

dreaded by the fober, moll refpec-

table, and mod opulent part of the

citizens. Whether it was to obviate

thefe apprehenfions, or that the

court thought it otherwife ncceffary,

the French guards, who had for

fome time been Itationed in that

capital, now received orders to dou-
ble their guards, and to be conftant-

ly ready at call to prcferve order.

Things, however, went on quiet-

ly for fome days ; but it happened
that M. Rcveillon, a citizen of the

iirft order in point of refpeiflability

and opulence, and who conduced a
capital paper-manufadtory, in which
he gave conllant employment to a

great number of workmen, had pre-

iided, along with a M.Henriot, and
fome other of the moll eminent ci-

tizens in that quarter, at the prima-
ry alTembly held for the dillrift of
St. Antoine. It is farther faid, that

being allonifhed at the length and
violence of the political harangues

held forth by fome of his own work-
men, and at the ilrange dodrines

which they advanced, Reveillon

could not fo far govern his temper,

as not to Ihevvfome marks of difap-

probation at their condud.

This enraged them fo much, that

to draw the mob entirely to their

fide, and to render his dcllruclion

certain, his own workmen, whom
he had fo long employed and main-
tained, raifed the malicious and falfe

report againft him, that he was at

the head of a combination of ma-
nufadlurers and mailers, who had
agreed to reduce the wages of all

the journeymen and working peo-

ple in Paris ; and that he had him-
ielf publicly declared, that their

wages was not only far beyond their

delerts, but much more than was
neceflary for the maintenance of
them and their families.

Such a report, without regard to

its falfehood, might have been pro-

dudive of jbme milchief in any
manufafturing and populous place,

but in the tumultuous Fauxbourg,
or fuburb of St, Antoine, ever prone

to ungoverned riot anddiforder, and
where the population was immenfc,

it was like the application of wild-

fire to gun-powder. The rabble,

[ • O
] ^ however.
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however, not having vet arrived at

the height of their fury, amufed
themfelves the firft day by burning

M. Reveillon, and feme others, ia

effigy; and a detachment of guards,

who were fent to (upprefs the tu-

mult, being too weak for the pur-

pofe, their failure ferved to increafe

the audacity of the mob.
The intoxication and mutual com-

munication produced in the night

were iufficient to prepare them for

any pitch of enormity on the fuc-

ceeding day. They accordingly

proceeded to demolifh the houfes of

A ] o M. Reveillon, and M.
"

' Henriot, which they ef-

feftually accomplifhed with great

difpatch. A ftrong body ofthe guards

having arrived before they could

proceed any farther in the accom-
pliihment of their defigns, were

immediately faluted with a violent

/hovver of ftones and tiles, which
they bore for iome time with great

temper; but perceiving that their

forbearance only ferved to render

the mob more daring and violent in

their attack, the guards at length

threw in a dole and heavy fire,

which made a miferable (laughter

among the rabble. A great num-
ber were killed ; the hofpitals

crowded with the wounded ; and

terror immediately fucceeding to

jnfolence, the reft difperfed as faft

as they could.

It was ftrongly aflerted at the

time, that this riot was not acciden-

tal, and did not arife from the af-

figned caufes, nor from any fudden

irnpulle of the populace, but had
been inlligated by fome of the lead-

ers of the contending faftions, as an

experiment to try the temper both

of the mob and of the foldiers, and

therefrom to draw conclufiops which

might hereafter be applicable to

certain cafes. Thus far is certain,

that the court and the popular party

charged each the other with being the

authors of it ; that each pointed out

a great leader on the oppofue fide

as being the immediate inftigator ;

and that both parties afferted, with

the utmoft pofitivenefs, that wretches

who were dying of their wounds in

the hofpitals, confeffcd they had
been hired, but either would not

or could not declare by whom.—If

either charge be founded, what
means can hereafter be deemed too

execrable for the purpofes of fac-

tion ?

Though peace was thus apparent-

ly reftored to die capital, yet the

fermentation among the mob was fo

great, that it was eafily feen to be of
a very doubtful and precarious na-

ture; a ftronger proof of which needs

not to be given, than that the whole

body of French guards in Paris

were obliged to be drawn out, with

loaded arms, bayonets fixed, and
artillery planted in different places,

in order to infure the execution of
two ruffians who had been taken in

the very a'Tt of plunder. It was in

this infurredlion that women were
firft feen to forget all the timidity

natural to their fex, v/ith all the re-

ftraints fixed by habit and opinion,

and to mix with more than mafcu-
line fury in fcenes of blood and de-

ftrudlion. It was here too that men
were taught to difguife themfelve^

in the drcfs of women, thereby to

evade the panifhment due to their

crimes.

Such were the fad aufpiccs under

which the firft aflemblage of the

ftates general of France, after a
long lapfe of 1 7 5 years, was deftined

to commence its proceedings.

CHAP.
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CHAP. X.

Solemn and aiiguji opening of the ajjembly of ihi fates general at Vcrjaillcs.

Short fpecch by the king. Keeper of thefeah fpeech. Long harangue by

M. Neckar dtfappoints all parties. Inexplicable condud of the minifers,

in leaving the quefion of conjolidationy and thoje relati-ve to the manner of
deliberating and voting, fill undecided. All the legal authority in the king-

dom then poffefed by the king. Fatal confequences ofthat omlfflon of the mi-

nifers. Scheme thenceformed by the third efate to render the other orders

entirely dependent upon them. Explanation of the phrafe Verfcation of
Poixjers. Commons invite the clergy and nobles to come to their hally in ord^r

to proceed in conitncn tvith them, in the verifcation of their refpe^ive 'writs

cf return. Invitation refufed, as being contrary to efabhped form, and

fubverfive ofthe rights of the other orders. Commons pafs a refolution, that

no nvrits could be valid that vuere not verified in their chamber andprefence ;

and that, vjithout going through that form, the other i-xvo chambers vuould

be illegal affemblies. Nobles blamed for their obftinacy in refufng to comply

fwith the demand of the commons . Clergy voavering. Privileged orders

nueakencd bf their internal dijfentions. Meetings of the commons tujnultucus

and diforderly. AdmiJJion of the populace caufes Jhameful diforders, and
produces in time great evils. Nobles proceed vjith their feparate verifica-

tions, and declare themfelves duly confituted. This proceeding treated voith

the utmofi contempt by the commons. Co>nmiJJioners appointed tofettle the dif-

ferences belvoeen the nobles end commons, and the clergy a£l as mediators ;

hut the difputants can agree in nothing. Minifers alarmed, noiv perfuade

the king to interfere, ivhen it is too late. Nob.es pafs an arret, declaring

the deliberation by orders to be ejjential to the monarchical confitution ; and
that they nvould ever perfcvere in this principle, as being equally necejjary

both to monarchy andfreedom. Conferences between the orders renev;ed in

compliance -with the king's requefl. M. Neckar brings forvjard his conci-

liatory plan, fuppcrted by a meffagefrom the king to all the orders ; acceftedp

infad, only by the clergy. While the other orders feem to deliberate on it,

they clog it v.ith conditions vuhich thry knovj i/jill be inadm'-ffhle. Com-
mons alarm the nobles, by declaring that they vuill conjlitute themfelves into

an aSiive affgmbly, and proceed to bufinefs. Nobles continue obfiinate, nct-

nvithjiandmg the. endeavours of the temperatefevj among them. Commons
indirectly endeavour to render them more iufiexible. Nobles and commons fe-
verally addrefs the king. Party of the commons continually gaining ground
among the clergy. Three curates of Pci.iou bring their vjrits of returnfor
•verification to the commons, and are received loith acclamations of the

higheft joy and triumph. Third efate affume the title cfNational Af'emhly.
Signalize their nevj title by afirong and popular a£l offovereignty. Spec-

tators interrupt the debates, hoot ana mena<.e the 7ncmbers, and publi/h lijis cf
the voters,figmatifingthof as enemies to their country voho vote contrary to

thfir liking. King and minifers, greatly alarmed, determine upon ho'ding a

rcjal
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royalfejffton. Preparations for carrying that meafure into execution con-

duiled luith fuch imprudence and rajhnefs, as to excite the greateji public

alarm. National ajjemhiy Jhut outfrom their hall by guards and ^vorkmen,

Kuithout any pre-vious notice or knowledge of the intention. Commons, ap-

frehenfi-ve of immediate dijfoluticn, hurry through a violentform of rain to

fin old tennis-court, nvhere they bind themfelves by a folemn oath, never to

fart until the confitution zuas completed. Extreme odium, as nvell as other

evil confequences, vohich the bad conduSi ofthe miiiifters in this tranfaSlion

drenu upon the king. Majority of the clergy join the commons. Great joy

and triumph upon this occafcn. Commons, upott this junBion, are confident

in their Jirengtb. Royalfeficn. Plan ofa neiu confitution orfyfern ofgo-
'vernment laid dcvjn by the king. Various caufes <vohich operate to its re-

jeSiion. Commons refufe to adjourn or interrupt theirfeffion. IJJue a decree,

declaring the perfons of their inembers inviolable. Outrages at Verfailles

and in Paris. Poiffardes, and another order of vuomen, becotne highly no-

torious. Extraordinary fcenes in the gardens of the palais royal. Parifians

fo prone to revolt, that M. Neckar is obliged tofend a letter to allay the fer-
me7!t. Cotntnons treat the king'

sfyftem vjithfilent contempt. Archbijhop of
Paris terrified by the dangers to luhich he had been expofed by the rabble,

<omes, 'with the minority of the clergy, to the hall of the commons, vjhere they

Kvithdrevj their protefi. Count de Clermont Tannere, and M. de Lally, ufe

the mofi frenuous endeavours to bring the nobles to an union vjith the com-

mons, but the majority continue inflexible. Minor party of that order defert

^he fame evenings andjoin the third eftate. Majority, at length, after a

tneffage from the king, and violent debates, unite 'with the commons. Grea^

hopesformed of the happy con/equences vjhich vjould enfue froTn this union of
theftdies. Nevo and alarming councils and 7neajures adopted by the cotirt.

Troops dravjn from different parts of the kingdom tovuards the capital,

Caufes or motives of this extraordinary change of meafures not yet clearly de-

'velcped. Contending parties charge each other vjith evil deftgns , vchich are

mutually denied. National affemhly had not , fence the late union oftheftatest

afforded any vfible caife for jealoufy or violence. Succefsful means ufed in

Paris tofeduce the French guardsfrom their duty . Parifiansforce the pri-

fon, and refcue the mutinous foldiers of that body vjho ivere confinedfor dif-

obedience of orders, and other ads of contianacy. Natiotial affembly prefent

afpirited remonftrance to the king on the near approach of the troops. King

anfwers, that the diforders in Paris afford the only motivefor this tneafure,

mnd propofes to transfer their fitting to Noyon or Soiffons, in v:hich cafe he

Hvould remove the court andfollovj them. Democratic leaders xeje£l the pro-

fofal. Horrid dejigns attributed to the court by the oppofite party in this

(hange offyftetn. Opinions of more moderate men on the fubjc£i,fo far as

they can be colleSled. M. Neckar ordered to refign his place, and to quit th«

kingdom. Other jninifters refign, M. de Breteuilplaced at the head ofthe

ntvo miniftry, and Marjhal Broglio appointed to command the army. Dif-

orders in Paris cojumence on Sunday morning, on the arrival of this intel-

ligence. Prince de Lambefc, in an ill-judged attempt, vjith his regiment of
cavalry, to dfperfe the riotous populace in the gardens of the Thuilleries,

fiiamefully repulfed. Allgo'vernment being at an end in Paris^ a day offury
and
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and rage is fucceeded by a night of the t7v,JI dreadful panic. On Monday

morning abo've \^:o,ooQ people ajfemble, andfeem animated by one common

foul. Temporary bodies of ele£lors appointed to the go'vernment of their re-

fpeSii've dijlriiis. Jrmy of 30,000 wcw fuddenly fcrvied. Joined by the

French guards. Nexv cockade. ^Appearances not only of defence but of ac-

tive nvar. Plunderers, detededin thefa£l by the populace, injiantly hanged

by the lantern ropes. Thus commenced the dreadful precedent of the popu-

lace becoming in thefame infant both thejudges and the executioners of the

laiu. On Tuefday morning the newj army complete their preparations by

feizing the arms in the public depofitories. Attack the Ba/lile. Contra-

dictory accounts offederal circumfances relaii-ve to the attacking and tak-

ing of that fortrejs. M. de Launay, the governor^dragged to the Place de

Greve, and miferably murdered. M- de Lofme, his major, a man ofgreat

humanity, and ^who had treated the prifoners ix^ith unuj'ual tendernejs, meets

the fame fate. This day introduced the favage cuftom of tnutilating tl:>e

bodies of the <viciims, and of exhibiting their bleeding heads in the fret is on

pikes. The li-ves ofa handful of invalids, ivhogarrifoned the Bajitle, fa-ved

by the French guards. The mayor of Paris, being detected in a correfpcndcnce

nuith the court, is turned out of office, and ordered to prifon for trial, by the

committee of eleSlors ; but is forcedfrom tie guard by the rabble, tuho mur-
der him on the fpot, and exhibit his head in the fireets like the others. Only

fe'ven pnj'onersfound in the Bafile. On the Sunday and M.nday the king^t

minfers and generals feemed afeep, or in a trance ; but on Tuefday, the

former found themfelves fuddenly ouer^ivhelmed by a deluge of misfortunes

from e-very quarter ; and couldfnd no other refource than that of concealing

from the Jovcreign the dijmal and dangerous fituation in tvhich he luas in-

'Vol-ved National affembly, <with the terrors of diffolution and imprifon-

ment before their eyes, refolved, ivith the firmnefs of a Romanfenate , not to

relinquijh afngle point. Pafs a celebrated refolution. Solicit the king to

nuithdraixi his troops. King's anfiver. Affembly refol've on Tuefday not to

feparate, but toft up all night in their hall. Syfem of concealment fill

purfued. Duke de Liancourt forces his 'way to the king's bedfde at mid-

night, and acquaints him ixiith the true fate of his ajairs. King refgns

himjelf next morning into the hands of the ajjembly. His fp(ech recei-ved

. luith l':ud acclamations , and the nvhole affanbly accompany him back to the

palace. Paris novo to be confdered as a great republic. M. la Fayette

flppointed to the command of the army. M. BaiJly chofen mayor. Na-
tional affembly lend a deputation 0/^84 members to Paris. King perjuaded

to the humiliating and dangerous mcalure of 'vifling the capital. Met at

Se-ve by 25 000 nationalguards, n.vho efrort him to the toivn hcufe. Returns

fafe to i^ erjallies. Inh itnan and barbarous Jongs popular in Paris. Cruel

murders of Foulon and Berthier. Speedy diiperfion of the late minifers,

courtiers, generals, andfavourites, -zvho, ivith the Count d'Anois, his tivt

fans, and the Princes of Conde and Conti, efcape toforeign countries. At-
tempts made by the moderate party in the ajjembly J'or adopting effectual

means to rejirain that fanguinary fpirit ivhich njuas novo becoming Jo dread-

fully general. ExceJJi'vejoy at M, Neiiar's return. Triumphal entry int»

Pans,
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Taris. His hopes vnexpe£leeily blajicd by the refufal of the Parijtans to

order the re'.eafe of M. Bezenval, or to grant a general amnejly. Dread-

ful fate of dforder and cruelty nuhich prevails through the country in

general.

0 X^ be more iolemn or

'
" auguft than the opening

of the Rates general of France at

Verfailles; it feemed, indeed, a glo-

rious fight, to behold all the wif-

dom and ability of a numerous and
mighty nation, concentrated under

one roof, and under the eye of a

common father, preparing to modify

the government of the whole ; and
by affixing fuch barriers to the ex-

celTes of power, fuch checks upon
licentioufnefs, and eftablifhing fuch

iecurities to rights as could not be

overthrown or fhaken, are thereby

expefted to do every thing that hu-

man forefight was capable of, to-

wards tranfmitting to pofterity a

fair profpedft of tranquillity and

happinefs through a long courfc of

fucceeding ages. It was, however,

an unpleafing circumllance, that

many of the moft moderate men in

all the orders, and among thofe the

befl informed in every thing that

related to the prefent flate of af-

fairs, could enjoy no part of this

flattering profpeft ; but that, on the

contrary, already terrified by the

fcenes of intrigue and faction, which

were either opening before their

eyes, or which they kn?vv to be in

embryo, and iiill more by the au-

dacity and violence of character

which marked feveral of the fac-

tious leaders, they could augur no-

thing but evil and mifchief as the

refult of fuch combinations, and

trembled at the thoughts of thofe

crimes and miferies, which they

imagined mud of neceflity precede

the eflabliftiment of peace and of ra-

tional liberty.

The king delivered a fhort fpeech

from the throne, in which, after de-

claring the fatisfaclion he felt at

being furrounded by the reprefen-

tatives of his people, and of hearing

that the two firft orders were dif-

pofed to renounce their pecuniary

privileges, he exprefled his uneafi-

nefs at the general reillefnefs which
prevailed, and the excefiive defire of
innovation which had feized the

minds of his people. He after-

wards declared his refolution tofup-

port the principles of monarchy

;

while the following kind expref-

fions, with which he concluded, in-

dicated of what nature he intended

that government to be, viz.—" but
" all that can be expedled from the

" moft tender attachment to public

" happinefs, all that can be alked
" from a fovereign, the friend of
" his people, you may and ought to

" expeft from my fentlments.—
" May a happy union reign in this

" a/fembly, and this epoch become
' for ever memorable from the hap-
" pinefs and profperity of my fub-
« jecls!"

Mr. Barentin, the keeper of the

feals, fucceeded the king in a fpeech

of no extraordinary length, nor over-

loaded with matter. He enlarged

upon the idea ofa limited middle Itate

ofgovernment.equally removed from

ablolute monarchy on the one hand,

and fecured againft the inroads of
anarchy and repablicanifm on the

other. In other refpefts he feemed

confined or guarded j and particu-

larly
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larly with j-egard to the formida-

ble quellion of three chambers or

one, he touched it fo lightly, as to

leave it in the fame ilate of ambi-

«juiiy which the hnancial miniller

had hitherto done ; not venturing

to hazard an opinion, or to enter

into any difciiflion whatever upon

the fubjciS. He did not, however,

negledl difplaying the attention

which the king paid to the public

voice in granting a double repre-

fentation in favour of the moll nu-

merous of the three orders, and that

on which the burden of taxation

principally lay; but he obf«^rved,

that in complying with this defire,

his majeily had not changed the

ancient form of deliberation ; and,

that though the deliberation by
heads, in giving one general re-

fuk, appeared to have the advan-

vantage of better difplaying the

general vvifh, or opinion, yet the

king had not willed .that this form
fhould take place without the free

confent of the Hates general, con-

firmed by his own approbation.

The expeftations of all parties

were now raifed to the highell pitch,

to hear the long oration which vyas

read by M. Neckar; all expected

a wonderful fund of information,

public afi'airs to be placed in a new
light, and a fcries of praftical con-

ciufions to be drawn fo clearly from
elldbliflied premifes, as fcarcely to

leave room for doubt or contro-

verfy. it happened, however, un-
fortunately, that all parties were
equally difappointed in thtir ex-
peflations. Loofe and declamatory
in its texture, interlarded with mo-
ral maxims and fentimental apoftro-

ph?5, the fpeech kept wide of all

the great points of political difcuf-

iion or decihon which feemed to be
itJ only proper objeds; a.nd, infa(^.

was univerfally confidered as much
better calculated for an academical

harangue, than for exprefling the

fentiments of a great monarch to

the reprcfentatives of a powerful,

a haughty, and convulfed nation,

and that at a crlfis which already

exhibited the moll novel and dan-
gerous appearances.

In touching on rather than treat-

ing of the great and efiential quef-

tion of the feparate chambers, that

queftion on which hung the fate of
the nation, the miniiter departed

not from his former ambiguity,

and left his hearers totally unable

to comprehend what his real opi-

nion was on the fubjeft. He,
however, flievved fome figns of ap-

prehenfion of the fchifm tiiat might

arife, if the commons (houid imme-
diately infill on the fyitem of vot-

ing by heads ; and threw out a

wilh or recommendation, that the

two firft orders fiiauld have the ho-

nour of re:iouncing freely of their

own accord, and confequently by a
feperate deliberation, all their ob-

noxious pecuniary exemptions.

It was impoliible for the third

ellate, until the bufinefs of this day
was over, to form any certain con-
clufion as to the fuccefs of thofs de-
figns which they had fo much at

heart, of obliging the other orders

to coalelce with them in one body,

and confequently of voting by heads,

inltead of the old form, ever hi-

therto pradifed, of voting by or-

ders. For the king poTi'efll-d at

this inftant, as he had done lincc the

ccfiation of the parliaments, all the

legal authority of the kingdom ; as,

though the llates were aifembled,

they were not yet conllituted, and
could poflcis no legal powers what-
ever until the vcnhcation cf their

writs of cleiUoQ, a buhacfs v. hich.

in
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in any event, muft have taken up

levcral days. Thus the khig might,

to the laft moment, have inftituted

fuch regulaaons with refpedl to

their fitting, deliberating, and vot-

ing, as he thought proper, provided

only that they were conformable to

the ancient precedents and mode of

afting. Nor woald it have been

much, if any thing, fhort of formal

rebellion, in any of the orders, to

refufe a compliance with regulations

fo eilabliflied. This renders the

condudlof his minillers ftill more in-

explicable. That they (hould thus

perfevere to the laft moment in fo

fatal a blindnefs or negligence, as

to leave quelHons on which every

thing depended open and unde-

cided, is fo little reconcileable with

the common conduct of common
men in matters of bufinefs, that it

feems under the prefent appear-

ance of things totally incompre-

henfible.

But this feafon and opportunity

being irrecoverably loft, the com-
mons now faw a fair opening for

drawing all authority to them-

felves, and by a proper application

of the weight drawn from their

double reprefentation, of the popu-

larity v.'hich they pGiTefied, and of

the advantage offered them by the

negligence of the minifters, to ren-

der the other tv.'o orders fo entirely

dependent upon them as to become
mere nominal cyphers in the Hate.

Nor did they want able leaders to

feize and improve thefe advantages

to the utmoft. Thefe were quick-

ened in their aftion, by the hint or

advice thrown out by the financial

minifier in his fpeech, to induce the

privileged orders to make a gratui-

tous furrender of their pecuniary

exemptions, than which nothing

could be mere contrary to the views

of the oppofite party, as they dread-
ed thefe orders might thereby re-

cover fome fliare of their former
popularity ; and the hint was the

more alarming, as they knew that

a difpofition to adopc the meafure

with a good grace was already pre-*

valent. To counteradl this inten-

tion, and all oihers of a fimilar ten-

dency, was deemed of fufficient mo-
ment to require the joint ability of
the moll ilcilful and experienced

leaders of the dcmocratical party ;

and inliead of trifling with expe-
dients, and lofing time in waiting

the refult of contingent events, it

v^as determined, by a bold and un-

expeded llroke, to difable at once
the privileged orders from adling, at

leaft for the prefent, in their pecu-
liar and refpedive funftions.

The means for this bold and.

comprehenfive meafure were fought

for in the fpeech made by the

keeper of the feals, and from an
eftablilhed form of words, which
are fuppofed to have been always

ufed upon fimilar occafions, but

which had never before been wreft-

ed to their prefent application. The
paffage was thus :

—" Gentlemen, it

«' is the king's intention that you
" fliould affemble to-morrow to pro-
'* ceed to the •verification of your
" pO'-wers, and finilh it as foon as

" poflible, that you may employ
" yourfelves in the important ob-
* jefls which his majeity has inti-

" mated to you."

As the phrafe, verification cfpo^jj-

ers, in the fenfe here ufed, is un-

known in this country, it may- not

be unnecefl'ary to ooferve, that on
the eledlion of delegates to the ftates

general of France, the writs of re-

turn, inftead of being fent to the

crown-oflice, as in England, are

immediately depofited by the re-

turning
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turning officers in the hands of the

elefted members, whatever orders

they may belong to. Thefe writs

are called powvoirs, or powers ; and

before any buiinefs could be legally

tranfaded by any of the orders,

each member was obliged, in a cer-

tain ceremonious form, to prefent

his writ of eledion upon the table

of the chamber to which he be-

longed. Commiflaries were then

appointed by each order to ex-

amine the authenticity of all the

writs immediately belonging to it-

fclf; and until this bufinefs was fi-

nifhed, which ufually took up feve-

ral days, the dates general were

dellitute of all legal authority what-

ever. The fanition of thefe com-
mi/Tarics to the authenticity of the

writs aiForded what was called the

verifcaticn ofpcnvers.

The democratical leaders Iiav-

Mav nth '"^ ^^"^^4 5'^"^ P^^"'
^ ' a very civil meffage

was difpatched from, the third

eftate, inviting the clergy and no-

bles (as if it had been a matter

of courfe, or merely in conformity

with the king's recommendation)
to unite with them, in order that

they might proceed to verify in

common their writs of return. This
invitation not being accepted, and
being confidered as a manoeuvre
contrived merely for the puipofe

of prejudging the great queition as

to their fitting in one or in three

chambers, the commons inftead of
relaxing rofe higher in their pre-

tenfions, and growing hourly more
confident in their flrength, and in

the goodnefs of the ground they

had taken, they fcemed no longer
to think it ncceflary to temporize,

but laying by the mafk, openly to

avow no fmall part of their defigns.

They held out as incontrovertible

axioms, that no v\Tits could be ve-
rified but in their chamber, and in

their prefence; and that, until the
nobles and clergy had fubmitted ta
go through this form of verifica-

tion, they were not to be confidered
as legal aflemblies, but merely as

a colleftion of individuals, who could
only fpcak, as fuch, in theifown un-
authorized name, but who were total-

ly incapable of acting for or of alTum-
ing the voice of their conftitucnts.

Thus were the nobles and clergy
flopped Ihort in the very outfet

of their proceedings, and a bar,

v.'hich fcemed infuperable, throwa
in the way of their ever adding, ex-
cepting they were to fubmit to the
degradation of'pa.Ting under the
yoke prepared for them by the
commons, and to a derelidion of
rights or privileges, which they had
poflefled for a courfe of ages be-
fore a third eftate had been even
thought of. But the privileged or-
ders were weakened by internal

fadions, and iHll more perhaps by
the want of any bond of common
concert and union. A" great ma-
jority of the nobility were, however,
determined, at ail hazards, and in

all events, to refill tiiis innovation

to the laft.

The ^nobility have been blamed
for their obliinacy on this occafion,

though the juftnefs of the ccnfure

may perhaps admit of a quefiion.

It has been faid that the queftion

was not of lufficient importance to

warrant a breach, efpecially at this

critical feafon, between the orders;

that it did not diredly militate

againft the cahiers or inllrudions

which they had received from their

conlUtuents ; that their compliance
might have been the means of in-

ducing harmony between the or-

ders, and confequcntly of their car-

rying
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xying on bufmefs fmoothJy in con-

cert nfterwards ; and that a fub-

milfion to adt in common in the

mere point of verilication, would

not be concluuve with refpea to

other niatters, n(^r at all preclude

tlie privileged orders from a repa-

ration, and from refuming their dif-

lincl privileges whenever ti.ey found

it convenient. But it is to be re-

Riembered, that the power of de-

termining on the validity of its own
returns was the grand privilege

and the moft efTential right of each

order; that in giving up that it

would give up every tning ; that it

would not be more monllrous in

common life, for one man to require

another to give up his houfe or his

wife, than it was for one order of

a ftate, in which each had its de-

fined limits, to propofe to another a

Surrender of its peculiar privileges

and rights; tnat it was not a quef-

tion of mere form nor of tempo-

rary moment; that a compliance

U'ould eliablilh a precedent which

probably could ne\er be overruled,

and would confequeiuly not only be

an act of immediate treachery to

their refpeftive orders, but a per-

petual treachery, involviiig their

pofterity and fuccellbrs through fu-

ture ages. Belides, it became now
every hour more evident, that the

great objedl of the third ettate was
to deprive their brethren in legilla-

tion of all weight and power, either

by compelling them to mix in the

common mafs, where their votes and

opinions could be of no avail, or

under this or foire other pretence

to preclude them from ading in

any manner.
in tiie great conteft now between

the orders, the commons polTeiTed

the fignal advantage of beiKg united

among tiiemfelve&i or at ieait of be-

ing apparently fo; which produced
the fame cffeft for the prefent as

if it had been real. On the other

hand the clcr?y and nobility were

ea h torn by internal difl'ention

;

and a regular majority and minority

were formed in each. In the firli

order, the curates being nearly all

attached to the popular fide of the

queilion, the number dilpofed to an

union with the commons was fo near

being on an equa'ity with the oppo-

fite party, that it was eafily feen

any fmall change of circumflance

or fuuation might turn the balance

to that fide. Even among the no-

bles there was a minority, which
feemed to acquire foine confequence

from its being headed by the duke
of Orleans ; but a great majority of

that order feemed firm in their de-

termination of preferving and fup-

porting its dillinft privileges.

The meetings of the commons,
notwith {landing their apparent una-

nimity, were from the beginning

diforderly and tumultuous in the

extreme. It feemed in many in-

ftances, as if the peculiar temper of

the nation rendered them incapable

of ading together in public bodies,

with that coolnefs, ferioufnefs, and
gravity which are fo neceilary in

difcufling great and important fub-

jeds, and in forming thofe wife de-

terminations, which may be fup-

pofed to fiand, the tell of future diT-

paffionate examination. The va-

nity of the orators, their rage for

popularity, along with the general

vvilh of the commons to fecure the

populace entirely in their interefl,

were among the caufes which at

this time gave rife to inconvenience*

Cfid evils, which no time nor op-

portunity have yet afforded the

m*.'an£ of removing. For thus early

began thai iudeiiiuts liberty of ad-

^ millioQ,
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Ihiflion, that difregard of form and

order, in admitting he fpeftacors to

be confounded with the members,

and that unbridled licence of noil'e

and clamour to the crowd, which

would have been deemed intolerable

in a theatre, and which have fince,

by a continued increafe of e lor-

mity, produced fo many difgraceful

and fcandalous fcenes in tuat iif-

ferably.

The clergy, who we have before

feen were wavering, agreed to name
commiflaries to treat with thofe of

the nobles and of the third eftate,

on the fubjeil of verification ; but

the nobility rejeiling any thing that

tended to a compromife went on

with their feparate verification, and
declared themfelves legally conlH-

tuted. This was treated with the

moft unfufFerable contempt by the

commons, and fome violent motions

were made againft that order, but

means were ufed to evade pjtting

^ , them to "the queition.

' ° * Commiffaries were at

length named by the third eftate to

confer with thofe who fhould be

appointed by the clergy and no-

bles, on the verification of writs

;

but thefe commiflaries were bound
by a rtrift rellriftion, never to de-

part from the principle oi' 'voiing hy

heads. On the lame day the clergy

voted unanimoully, with great ac-

clamation, that they renounced all

exemption from taxes; but added a

declaration, that they were not yet

conftituted as a legal chamber

;

and they appointed their commif-
faries to aflill at the conference, in

the charaftcr of mediators between
the nobles and the third ellate.

The commiflaries met, and the

conferences ended as public difpu-

tations generally do ; each party

continued wedded to its o\va opi-
• Vol. XXXI.

rions, and each boafted that the

arguments on its own fide were ir-

refragable.

The turn that was taking place

in the difpofinon or conduft of the

clergy could not efcape any obfer-

vation ; bat it was fsngnlar, that the

profligate Mirabeau lliould have
been the propofer of inviting that

body, in the name of the God of
peace, to unite with the commons.
His motion was immediately ,

adopted, and a deputation ac- '

cordingly fent, inviting them in that

aweful name, as well as for the in-

tereft of the nation, to unite with

the commons in the hall of the ge-
neral afl!embly, in order to conl'ult

together on the means of refloring

peace and concord.

Some feelings of alarm began
now to break through that ftupor,

in which the minifters had appa-
rently been involved. It was
thought necefiary that tlie king
fliould perfonally interfere, in the

vain hope of his now being able to

cure thofe evils, which he fliouid in

time, and might without difficulty,

have prevented. Letters were fent

in his name to the nobles and cler-

gy, exprefling his forrow that the

difliculties which had arifen on the

verification of writs iTiould haviJ

retarded the meafures which ought
to have been taken for the happi-

nefs of his people, and deliring that

the commifiaries {Viouid refume their

conferences, wit'.i a view to a fpee-

dy accommodation. But the feve-

rities produced by the conteft be-

tween die parties had already rll'en-

their mutual obflinacy and animof:-

ty to fo great a height, that little

moderation could be cxpaded on.

either fide. The nobles, howe\er,

agreed to comply with the king's

requifuion with regard to the ccn-

[•/•j fercnces;
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ferences ; but pafiTed a folemn arrety

or refoiution, that the deliberation

by orders was efl'ential to the

monarchical conftitution ; and that

the nobles would conllantly perl'e-

cre in this principle, as being

equally neceffary both to monarchy
and freedom.—If all the former un-

popularity of that order had been
worn off, this refoiution vvoirid have
renewed it with frefh vigour.

The conferences were again re-

newed; all the old records that

could be produced, t&rtured into all

the contradiftory interpretations

which the contending parties were

difpofed to fix upon them; and

the qaeftions on the verification of

writs left as uncertain as

ever. In this ftate of

M. Neckar came forward

with a conciliatory plan which he

read to the coramilTaries, and

which amounted in fubftance to what

follows

:

That the three orders, by an a£l

of free and voluntary confidence^

fhould trufl each other with regara

to the verification of thofe wots on
which no difficulties Dall be railed,

but fhall communicate to each other

their afis of -serification to be fpee-

dily examined. If any contefts arife

on the validity of an eledion, they

Ihall be carried, firft before a com-
mifTion chofen out of all the orders

;

and if any order refufe to ratify

the commifTioners fentence, the dif-

pute fhall finally be referred to the

king.

This plan was fuppOrted by a
formal meffage from the king to

each of the three orders ; but was,

in efFeil, only accepted by the cler-

gy. While tke commons feemed
to take it into confideration, and the

nobles declared themfelves ready to

accept i^, the latter* however^ clog-

ged their acceptance with the re-

flridlion of never departing from
their recent refoiution with refpedt

to the feparatron of the orders", along

with fome other modifications ; and

thefe, altogether, afforded plaafibls

ground to the third eilate for re-

jefting a fcheme which they would

not in any cafe have adopted.

Having fignified this rejcdion to

the nobles, they declared at the

fame time, that they fhould pro-

ceed to that fort of meafure which

is underftood in England by a catl

of the hou/e ; that the names of the

clergy and nobles fliould be called

over as well as the commons ; that

they would then conllitute them-
felves into an acii'vs a[femhly, and
proceed on public bufinefs without

them.

Though this menace greatly

alarmed the nobles, yet their paf-

fions and obfHnacy were fo preva-

lent, that the great majority would

not liften to the advice of the wife

and temperate few, who ufed alt

means to perfuade them to revoke

their modifications, and not by aa
ill-timed inflexibility to afford a-

pretence to the commoHs for carry-

ing things to the laft extremity.

The leaders of the commons were fo

much afraid of their relaxing, which

would prove a bar to the profecu-

tion of their defigns, that they play-

ed upon their paflions to provoke

and confirm them in their obfti-

macy, holding out, that it was impof-

fible the nobles could be guilty of

fuch a meannefs as to retraft their

own refolutions. Their addrefs

was fuccefsful, and the nobles play-

ed exadlly the game which tiieic

enemies wifhed.

In this ftate of things, the ncbles.

and the commons thought it necefl'ary

feveraily to addrefs the king, each

appealing
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appealing to the conftitutton, and

each endeavouring to draw him to

their fide. The king, in his letter

to the nobles, gave them a gentle

reprimand " for their want of that

** confidence in him, which," he

faid, " might have prevented the

" prefcnt fituation of affairs."

In the mean time the party of

the commons was every day gain-

ing ground amongft the clergy
;

and at the moment that the depu-

ties of Poidou were called over in

the hall of the aflembly, three cu-

rates of that province prefented

themfelves before the third eftate

with the writs of return in their

hands. The joy and triumph oc-

cafioned by this circumftance could

fcarcely be defcribed. The curates

were received with loud acclama-

tions ; they were embraced, and
hailed as the faviours of France;

and an account of the tranfadtion

was immediately difpatched to

Paris, with all the triumph which
could have attended a gazette ex-

traordinary, conveying intelligence

of a glorious victory over a foreign

enemy. The objedl in this convey-

ance was not entirely confined to

the union which it was thought ne-

ceflary to cement with that city

;

the leaders of the commons looked
belides to the importance of fuch an

example, and were well aware that

thefe early converts would foon be

followed by a number of other cu-

rates.

Thus every thing was tending
fall to that confummation, in which
one branch of the legiflature was to

fwallow up all the other powers of
the llate. The commons were al-

ready certain of viftory i they made
furc of the clergy, or at leall of
drawing over fuch a number of
their deputies as would anfwer

the purpofe, by rendering the re-

mainder totally inefficient, who
had, irdeed, already difqualified

themfelves, by acknowledging that

they were not legally confliiuted ;

and the nobles, being then left alone,

muft of neceffity fubmlc to what-
ever terms were prefcribed to

them.

Five weeks had now elapfed (ince

the meeting of the itates general,

and not one ftep had yet been taken,

tending to promote the national

profperity, which was the objecl of
their being called together. All

this delay and inaction were charg-
ed to the obUlnacy of the nobles,

while the public univerfally fwal-

lowcd the charge without exami-
natio:i. It was never confidered

that the commons had commenced
the attack, by attempting to ilrip

them of the privilege of verifying

their own writs ; that they flill per-

fifted in this claim with the mod
unconquerable cbflinacy, as well

as in another equally novel, and un-

fupported by any fufficient prece-

dent, that of com.pelling tliem to fit

and vote in one common affembly.

We ul'e the Xtrm'^ Jujf.ciet.t frecedentt

becaufe it is faid, that in early and
obfcurc times, before the third efiate

was formed, a few of the kings,

upon fome particular occafions, had
called in a few deputies from the

great towns to fit in the aifembly

of the ftates, and as thefe had no
chamber of their own, and were too

few in number to form a feparace

body, it may be taken for granted,

though it probably could not be

pofitively proved, that they fat wiih

one of the other orders. But thei<?

circumllances being of no avail,

where the judges, determined to

condemn, would lillen neither to ar-

g^ument or evidence, ihs iorvn^s

\_*P\ 2 u.ipo-
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unpopularity of the nobles was now
changed throughout the kingdem
to abfolute deteftation and abhor-

rence.

Befides the irritation excited by
a fenfe of this odium, which they

fuppofed they undefervediy labour-

ed under, and that arifing from

their daily contefts with the com-
mons, they were ftill farther pro-

voked, and more fenfibly touched,

by the number of pamphlets which
were now already publifhed, and

circulated with incredible diligence

through every part of the kingdom,

propofing to the people (a doc-

trine always highly captivating to

the multitude) a total abolition of

all diftindlions of blood and rank.

The moft celebrated of thefe pam-
phlets was that written by Mira-

beau, in anfwer to the bilbop of

Langres, who had propofed the

formation of two alTemblies, upon

the fame principle with the houfes of

lords and commons of England, to

preferve the equilibrium of the con-

ftitution, and to a«ft as a mutual con-

troul upon each other. Under all

thefe circumflances of irritation a. d

alarm, and continually prefied by

the arcful fcheme of fupprefled hof-

tility, which was regularly conduct-

ed by their enemies, it would have

been no wonder that the nobility

(even if they had been members of

a more temperate nation) fhould

have been driven into hafty mea-

fures, nor even, under the influence

of paffion, that they fliould have

miilaken, as they did, the proper

means of defence, by ill timing the

feafons of conceffion or firmnefs.

The commons having finiihed

the verification of their own writs,

as well as of thofe appertaining to

the great body of curates who came
into them, they were fo feniible of

their flrength, that they determined

to cunfticute themfelve> into what,

according to the idiom of that lan-

guage, may be called an adi-ve af-

femhly. Great debates then arofe

upon the new and compri henfive

tide which it would be proper for

theni to afiume Several were pro-

pofed, and among them the follow-

ing long but moderate one by
M. Mounier, « The majority of
" the deputies deliberating in the
'«• abfence of the minority duly in-

" viced."—This would not anfwer

the defign ; many others were pro-

pofed and rejedted ; at length the

lucky hit oi Jj/emblee Naticnale, was

made by M. le Grand, and received

with great applaufe, as a title the

moll calculated of any that was
thought of to convey an idea, that

all the powers of the nation were

concentrated in that fingle body.

The quellion of adopt- T ,

ing this title was, how- -' '

ever, formally put to the vote, and

carried by a vaft majority. A pro-

found filcnce reigned during the

time the votes were coUedling

;

but as foon as the majority was de-

clared, the air refounded with an

univerfal fhout of " Long live the

" king 1 Long live the national af»

« fcmbly !"

Having now voted and acclaim-

ed themfelvcs fovereigns ; they be-

gan their reign with a flrong, but

very popular adl of fovereignty, re-

lative to the exilHng public taxes.

On this fubjedl they ifTued a decree,

in which, afcer ftating that difHcuI-

tics might be raifed upon the pay-

ment of taxes, " the more ferious,

" as they would be founded upon
" a principle conllitutional and fa-

" cred, acknowledged by the king,

" and folemniy proclaimed by all

«< the affemblies of the ration, a
" p;inciple
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" principle which forbid all levying
*' of contributions, without the for-

*' mal confcnt of the rrprefentatives

" of the nation ; and confidering,
" that the contributions, as they are
" now levied in the kingdom, not
" having been confented to by the
" nation, are all illegal, and confe-
" quently null, in tNeir creation,
*•' extenfion, or prolongation ; the

" national affcmbly declares that it

•' confents proviforily, for the na-
" tion, that the taxes and coniri-

" butions, though illegally ella-

" blilhed and levied, fhall continue
" to be levied in the fame manner
*' th^.t they have hitherto been, un-
" til the day only of the ft^paration

" of this aflembly." After that

day, it is added, that the taxes

were to ceafe, if not re-granted by
the alTembly.—In another part of
this decree is the following extra-

ordinary paflage :
" We put the

*' creditors of the ftate under the
" guard of the honour and loyalty
•* of the French nation."

It is curious to obferve, that no
ftatutc or law had ever been paffcd

in France, to render thofe contri-

butions null and illegal, which were
now declared to be fo ; that on the

contrary, contri!;)utions had been
impofed and levied by the crown in

tl*e fame manner in all ages, without
its authority being quellioned ; fo

that this decree was in every fenfe

an ex poji faclo law, and that deci-

fively palled by only a part of tlie

legiflature.

The democratic party within the

aflembly were now unceafing in their

zeal to inful'e that tumultuous fpi-

rit, which operated with great vio-

lence upon themfclvas, into the

public mind at large. The vici-

nity of Paris, and the difpofltion of
the inhabitants, afforded them the

faireft poflible ground of adlion

;

and the fuccefs of their operations

was accordiiigly fo great, as in fome

inftances, perhaps, to exceed their

own wifhcs. The fpedators now
not only filled the galleries and all

open places in the aflembly t\tty

day, but bidding defiance to every

appearance of decorum and order,

intermingled with the members,
crowded and difturbed them on their

feats, and began to take an open
fhare in the debates. Thofe mem-
bers who were moderate, or lefs

violent than they wifhed, whether

this was Ihewn by their fpeeches,

motions, or votes, were hooted,

hiflTed, reviled, and menaced, in the

groflbft ternis and moil outrageous

manner. Lills of the voters were

openly taken upon every quellion,

in which thofe w^ho voted contrary

to the liking of the fpedtators were

iHgmatized with the title of ene-

mies to their country ; and thefe

lifts beins; tranfmitted with the ut-

moft dilpatch to Paris, were there

printed and circulated with unequal-

led celerity. Among thofe branded
with this odious and dangerous cha-

racter, and whofe names were thus

held out to the public, and tranfmit-

ted to pollerity with infamy^ were all

the members wno voted for a title

lefs alTumptive of fovereignty than

that of nati^^nal ajjembly. Perhaps

a ftroke more fatal to the freedom
of debating and voting was never

offered with refped to any public

aflembly.

The nobles were now nearly in

agonies of defpair, and yet could
not bring themfelves to defcend

from their inflexible haughiinefa.

M. de Montufquieu moved, that

they fliould invite the clergy to join

them, and confiitute thcmlelves into

an upper houjc. Though this, how-
[*P] 3 ever
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ever bopelefs, feemed alinon: the

only refort that was now left, yet
it was rejeflcd by fach an excla-

mation of angry voices, that the

propofer's fpeech could ftirccly be
heard. A ftriking proof, among
.•many others, of the averfion which
both fides entertained for the pe-
culiar principies of t'nc Ericiih con-

T.,r,« ,^*u iHtution.—The nobles
June IQth. , r . r J' ^ before tney feparated

voted a ftrong addrefs to the king,

iuRifying their own condutt, ac-

cufing the commons, and ftronrjly

animadverting on that unlimited af-

fumpuon of authority in the late

decree, of declaring all the taxes

to be illegal.

The clergy were in a very dif-

ferent temper. The party who
/ided with the commons had nearly

attained a majority ; and that final

cecifion was only retarded by the

influence of the archbifhop of Paris,

who, when it at length took place,

joined in a Ilrong protelt againll

it: the confequence was, that though

he was a prelate of refpedlable cha-

rafter, and his charities to the poor

were fo extenfive as to pa/s beyond
all cuftomary limits, he was, fome
days after, purfued with all the

violence of popular fury, attacked,

infulted, and his life endangered.

He was refcued with fome diffi-

culty; and it was on this occafion

that the troops firit refufed to ad,

as they termed it, againft their

jello^v citizent. Such was the firft

fruit of that terrible power ailumed

by the French troops, of judging

for themielves on all public quef-

tions, as well as on all cafes of mili-

tary fubcrdination.

The king, who hitherto trailing

to M. Neckar's promifes of an eafy

and happy reign, had granted eve.y

thing that was required in favour

of the third ellate, and wlio feemed
in himfelf rather more difpefcd to

them than to the nobles, finding

himfelf now difappointrd in all his

hopes, and being bcfides alarmed at

the hady ftrides towards fupreme

power which the commons were

making, began to heficate in his

proceedings, and perhaps to call

in quellion the wifdom and pro-

priety of his pad conduct. This
change of fentiment could not ef-

cape the obfervation of thofe about

him, and he was foon furrounded

by the party of the princes, who were
thofc alone who wifhed to preferve

the power of the crown undimi-

nillied ; by the difcon tented nobles,

who only fided occafionally with the

court, they being as much difpofed

to prefcribe limits to the royal au-

thority as the commons themfelve?,

though not in an equal degree

;

and by all thofe of the different

orders, who were diflatisfied with

the prefent Hate of things, and
wiflied to preferve the ancient fyf-

tem of feparate chambers, and
voting by orders ; thefe likewife

holding, in general, the fame prin-

ciples with refpeft to the crown,

that the nobles at large did.

All thefe coalefced in endeavour-

ing to profit by the prefent change
in the king's difpofition ; nor did

they want ftrong grounds of argu-
ment to confirm his new fentiments,

and increafe his alarm. They de-

fired him to obferve, that thofe

leaders of fadion, not content with

taking the power of future taxation

into their own liands, boldly decide,

without one pofitive law to fupport

them, that all the exifting taxes are

illegal ; a pofition which tends di-

redly to fet up the indefinite rights

of nature above all the pofitive laws

of the land. May yo» not then

well
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well expeft, tkat their next declara-

tion will hold out, as a facred and
conftitutior.al principle, tfiat legil-

lation as well as taxation belongs

by inherent right to the people, and,

therefore, that every law now obey-

ed by the French is null and illegal,

and, to make it otherwife, mull be

re-voted by thefe I'elf-conftituted.

fovereigns ?

Council after council was held in

the king's palace, but the natural

eft'eds of weaknefs, diforder, and
faftion, were fo predominant, that

they could not agree in any thing.

Mr. Neckar at length thought it

advifeable that the king fhould re-

cur to the ancient method of hold-

ing what they call z./eance royale, or

royal fejjion. This was agreed to;

but the minifter, as ufual, llill per-

fevered in wanting the refult to be

more in favour of the commons
than the reft of the council ap-

proved. Some modification, how-
ever, took place ; the plan was fixeJ,

and the day appointed.

It would fcem that fame over-

ruling fatality was at this time to

counteradl and fruftrate all the mea-
fures and defigns of the court and
minirters ; as if wifdom itfelf would
be immediately perverted into folly

under their treatment, and the moit
wholcfome nourifhment inllantly be-

come a poifon in their hands. No-
thing could have been more inno-

cent, fimply in itfelf, than this mea-
fure, and it might poflibly have been
offomeufe. But through the un-

icccnntable and unexampled blind-

nefs, foUy, ralhnefs, and violence

with which it was conduced, it was
rendered an immediate, and no in-

efficient inftrumcnt, in the ruin cf
the monarchy and the fuhvcrfion of
government.

It is to b<r obferved, that ^he

hail in which tne third eftate held

their aflembly, being far larger than

cither of the other chambers, it

had from the beginning been th»

place v.here the king met and ha-
r^ingued the ftates. V/ithout tha

fmallell con".mur.ic2tion to that af-

fembly of what was done or intend-

ed ; without letter or notice of any
fort to their prefidcp.t ; without th«

fmalleil preparatory addrefs or ma-
nagement, a party of guards took
pofieffion in the morning of ,

their hall. Workmen were
^

fent in to erecl a throne for the king,

the royal feffion was formally pro-

claimed by the heralds, and M.
Bailly, the prefidcnt, with other

members of the commons, were re-

pulfed, without ceremony or expla-

nation, from their own door.

The commons apprehending no-
thing lefs than an immediate diifo-

lution, and feeing at once all th«

dangers to which the more obnoxi-
ous part of them might then be ex-
pofed, were naturally inflamed with

refentment, and in that paffion

hurried on foot, jhrough a vio-

lent llorm of rain, to an old tennis-

court, where, with equal fpirit and
iirmncfs they bound themfelves by a
folemn oath ne^er tcpart until the con-

Jlitiition ivas computed. The affeding

fpedade of fix hundred reprefenta-

tires of the nation being driven to

the extremity of encountering fuch

>* eather, in fuch a manner, and of
llanding bareheaded, under all its

inclemency, while they were taking

this awefiil oath, could not but ex-

cite the greatcft, and indeed the

molt univcrfal indignation againll

the court. Had the united talents

and genius of all the minillcrs been

combined, in contriving a fcheme

to render the king incurably odi-

ous, and to bind the people more

[•/»] 4 indiflblubl/
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indiffcIrMy to the commons, it is

more tlian probable they could not

have found one mere erfedual for

either purpofe ; while the fmallell:

portion of prudence or difcretion

would have prevented any ill con-

lequence v/hatever.

M. Mounier (one of the mofl:

virtuous men in the affembly, and
who had exerted himfelf from the

fiili \s ith the greateft ability in his

endeavours to procure a moderate
reform of government, but whofe
integrity induced him aftei wards to

qiiit them, when he perceived the

courfe which the violent leaders

were purluing) was the propofer

and framer of this oath. He hath

iince declared, that he propofed it in

order to prevent that moll danger-

ous of all meafures, the allembly's

transferring iifelf to Paris.

Ilie following day produced a

fcenei'l" a different nature, but of no
fmall importance in the prefent Hate

of inings. The majority of the-

clerr^y Bew off from the court at

this rncU critical moment, and de-

termintd to join the commons. The
clergy met in the choir of the church

Ci St. Louis, and the commons in

the body of the church. After

fome meiiages to adjuft ceremonials,

the feparating doors flew open, the

clergy, with their prefident the

archbilhop of Vienne at their head,

advanced, while the commons rofe

to receive them, and yielded the up-
per hand ; the two prefidents em-
braced, and fat down by each other ;

the loudeft fhouts of applaufe, and
the molt pathetic efFulions of elo-

quence, celebrated, what was then

deemed, the happy reconciliation of
two of the difcordant orders of citi-

zens.—The clergy could little ap-
prehend or imagine, at that time,

how foon the fraternal embraces

with which they were now received,

and the praifes with which they were
loaded, as a band of patriots who
were come in a moment of the mod
imminent danger to fave their

country, would be followed by ha-

tred, prclcription, and ruin !

The ccmmons, emboldened by the

jundion of thofe new allies, whom
they fo lately confidered as enemies^

waited with confidence and redou-

bled courage for the opening of the

, royal feffion. On the day ap-
^ ' pointed the king afcended that

throne, which he never was again

to afcend in any equal app.irent de-

gree of greatnefs and power, where
he produced the plan of a new con-

ilitution or fyllem of government^

which was read to the aflembled

orders.

This was a piece of great length,

and formed in different parts ; one
being declaratory, another enading,

and a third provifionary, as contain-

ing propofals which were recom-
mended to the farther confideration

of the flates. It contained much
excellent matter, and, though it re-

quired correflion, and was capable

of confiderable improvements, it

was, perhaps, lefs faulty than might
have been well expefted, its length

and the Ihortnefs of time allotted for

its preparation being confidered.

Its great fault was its being too dic-

tatorial, and the " king's will"

being too frequently brought for-

ward, and applied, without ma-
nagement, in too harih and abfo-

lute a manner, in enforcing the in-

jundions. It, however, upon the

whole, certainly laid down at leaft

a foundation on which might have
been, without much difficulty, raifed

a rational and equitable fyflem of
government ; and even in its pre-

fent Hate, along with fecurity, it

M4
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held out as great a portion of liberty

to the people as experience has hi-

therto aiForded any caufe for fup-

pofmg they were yet capable of re-

ceiving.

The king bound himfelf from

cilablifhing any new tax, or pro-

longing any old one beyond the term

afligned by the laws, without the

conlent of the reprelent/itives of die

nation ; that no taxes ihould be efla-

bliihed or continued for any longer

term, than that which slapfed dui ing

the periods of time allotted between

the meetings of the fuccefTive ftates

general ; and the king renounced

the right of borrowing money with-

out the confenc of tae Hates, re-

ferving, however, to himfelf, the

power of borrowing a hundred

millions of livres in cafes of fudden

emergency, fuch as unexpetiled war,

or immediate national danger.

This declaration proceeded to

.offer the flares all the information

and inftrudion that could enlighten

them on the fituation of 'the finances,

and to fubmit to their infpedlion and

difpofal the expences of each de-

partment, and even of the king's

own family.—It likewife declared

the king's intention, that there

fhould be no kind of diftinftions nor

privileges whatever, with refpecl to

the different orders in the payment
of taxes, and that the odious and
partial land tax^ known by the name
of la tfiille, fhould be entirely abo-

lilhed, and replaced by ochers.

—

But it declared too openly, for the

temper and difpofition of the times,

that all property Ihould be /acred,

and that tythts and feudal rents

fhould be confidered as property.

With refped to perfonal fecurity,

Jt goes on thus: '* The king, willing
" to fecure the perfonal liberty of
/' all citizens on a folid and perma-

" nent footing, ijrivites the l^ates ge-
** neral to feek and prcpofe to him*
" the bell means to conciliate the
" abolition of thofe orders known
" by the name oi lettres de cachet

^

" confiltently with the maintenance
" of public fa fety, and the precau-
" tions necefTary to be taken at
" fome times with regard to the ho-
" nour of families, and fometimes
" to reprefs quickly the beginnings
" of fedition, or to fave the Hate
" from the efieds of a criminal cor-
" refpondence with foreign pow-
« ers."

This was cenfured as too narrow,
and not fufticiently explicit in the

caufe of liberty ; but furely, if the
ftates could condefcend to be be-
holden to England for any im-
provement, they had it in their

power to demand the mod efFeftive

habeas corpus aSl that could be
fra.r jd; and if the king refijfed to

comply (whi.h did not even adm.it

of a fuppoiltion) not to grant a fm-
gle fubfidy until he did.

There was likewife an article re-

commending to the flates to pro-

vide for the liberty ofthe prcfs, fo

far as it could be done conilftently

with public decency and tranquil-

lity. It alfo fettled the organiza-
tion and forms of the provincial

air^mblies, and granted the fame
advantage to the commons of a
double reprefentation in them, which
they pofl'efled in the prefent general
aflembly. But a number of articles

were left unprovided for in this plan
of government, and referred entire-

ly to the confideration and judgment
of the ftates. Of thefe was the abo-
lition of the fait tax, of the droit de

ma'ni mortCy and a number of other

fpecified grievances, all of which
had been long complained of, and
were more or lefs opprcffivc. It

concluded
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concluded wich an extraordinary

and moll flattering claufe in favour

cf the public reprefentalion, and

which pu: it out of" the power of

the crown ever to encroach upon its

rights, or to break through its afls.

This was, that none of the laws

that Ihould be eftablifhed in the pre-

fent Aates general could ever be

altered, but by the free confent of

future ftates general, and that they

ihould be confidered as equally fa-

cred with all other national proper-

iies.

Whatever imperfedlons this

fcheme of government poffc/Ted,

whatever objections fome of the

parts were perhaps liable to, and

whatever deficiencies certainly re-

mainctl to ' e iupplied in others,

what human iar^^city could at any

time for two centu.:^? have reached

to the conception, that luch a con-

jlituiion, and fuch fecurities to their

freedom, would have been offered

by a French king to his fubjefts ?

and how much lefs ftill, that the of-

fer ftiould berejedledwith contempt

by that nation ?

We have, however, hitherto o-

mitted taking notice of thofe obnoxi-

ous articles, which fervcd more par-

ticularly to poifon the minds of the

commons againft this conllitution.

Thefe reached to fome regulation

of the relative diftindl limits of the

refpeftive orders, to a declaration

what the reprefentative body ought

to be, and to a condemnation of the

late decree of the commons. The
purport of this claufe may be col-

leded from, the folicwing words :

—

" The king wills, that the ancient

diflindion of the three orders Ihould

be preferved entire, as eiTentially

connefted with the conftitution

;

and that the deputies freely elcifted

by each of the three orders, form-

ing three chambers, deliberating by
orders, but having a right, with the

fovereign's approbation, to agree

on deliberations in common, can

alone be confidered as the repre-

fentative body of the nation ; ccn-

fequently the king declares null the

deliberations taktn by the deputies

of the third efiate ort the 17th of

this month, as well as all others that

n)ay have followed it, as illegal znd

uiicovjiitutional.
'

'

Another article condemned and
annulled all reftriftions exprefTed in

their writs of return, which, de-

priving the deputies of their free

agency, tied them down from con-

forming to fuch modes of delibera-

tion as the three orders Ihould ap-

prove or determine. This article

was farther confirmed by an enabl-

ing claufe, that in all future ftates

general, the conftituents Ihould only

give iiiflru^irn', but not commands.
'1 his article afFeded the noble»

principally, and was chiefly diredled

to them, for that order, much more
than either of the others, had gone
into the pradlice of binding their

deputies.

Another article prohibited, for the

fake of good order, of decency, and

of the freedom of deliberating and

voting, that any fpeculators (hould

in future be permitted to aflift at the

deliberations of the Hates.

No reftriftion was ever more ab-

folutely neceflary, nor none more
exceedingly unpopular, than this ;

the clamourous, fcandalous and dar-

ing behaviour of the fpedlators, had
from the beginning gone beyond all

bounds of order and decorum ; and
the enormity continued every day
to incrcafe, until at length no mem-
ber could venture to fpeak or vote

according to his opinion, if in that

he differed from the crowd with

whoDi
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wliom he was furrounded, without

enduring the groflTeft abufe and moil

daring uenace upon the fpot, and

encountering imminent danger to his

perfon and life afterwards. But the

popular leaders of the commons
knew too well the benefits to be

derived from having fuch a crowd-

ed feminaiy of faflion immediately

at their call and command, as well

as their ufefulnefs in immediately

difleminating through the capital

all the novel and bold affertions and

dodrines, which they either gather-

ed from the moft violent harangues

in the alTembly, or which Iprung

from their own fatlious and turbu-

lent difpofition, to rifque, on any

account, the lofs of fuch faithful

auxiliaries, who immediately dired-

ed the fentimerts of near a million

of people, but the influence of

whofe opinions and rondudt extend-

ed to every part of the kingdom.

The king exhorted the itates in

ftrong and pathetic terms, that, for

the Jahation of the ftatc, the three

orders (hould unite during the pre-

fent ftates general, and deliberate

in common upon ah'airs of general

utility, but excepting from thefe

common deliberations the diftinft

rights of the three orders, the

feudal properties, the honorary

prerogatives of each order, and all

fuch regulations as afFefted religion

or the difcipline of the clergy ; that,

on thefe points, the refpcdive fepa-

rate confent of the nobles and cler-

gy fhould llill be necefTary.

But the procrallination of the

king's miniflers, and the divifions in

his councils, had fuftered that fea-

fon to elapfe, in which any plan of
government l'an6tioned by him
could meet with a temperate dif-

culTion. The folly and violence

ivhich accompanied the introdudion

of the royal feffion had lihewife
foured the minds of men in fuch a
degree, that they could not now
think favourably of any propofal
coming from the fovereign. Some
of the exprcflicns ufcd in enforcing
the different articles were, befides,
in a more harlli and arbitrary tone
than the prefcnt temper would ad-
mit, and afforded occafjon for a
farcafm, that the king wanted te
convert the ftates general into a bed'
of jujiice. ^ Nor could ftny body at
all acquainted with mankind now
expefi, that the commons, in their
prcfent plenitude of power, would
reiinquiih the fvvects of that felf-

conllituted fovereignty which they
had fo newly begun to exercife,
and in a few days confent to refcind
their firft great and public difplay
of it.

The commons liftened in fullen

fileiice while the plan was readin"-

;

and as foon as the king departed
abfolutely refufed to break up their
fefTion. Mirabeau, who through
fome afts and Ibme fufpicions had
nearly loft his popularity, had the
fortune upon this occalion to reco-
ver it with increafe, by the impe-
tuofity with which he told the king's
attendants, that nothing but the
points of bayonets fnoald force them
out of their chamber. The com-
mons palled a decree before they
parted, declaring the perfons of all

their members inviolable.

The populace of X'crfHillcs be-
came fo outrageous on behalf of
the common?, that the prclence of
M. Neckar could alone leibainthc
fury of their fedition. He had not
afTifted at the royal fcfTion ; it was
known that the plan of govern-
ment propofed was not in all things
fuited to his liking ; and it was
cafy to fuppofc ;hat it might not in

any;
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any; to thcfe was added a rumour
that he intended to retire from ad-

miniltration, which was attributed

to that inflexible integrity which
would not permit him to participate

in ^neafures that were inimical to the

incrrclh of the people. All thefe

circumftances concurred in render-

ing him more than ever the idol of
the populace ; they furrounded, em-
braced, and followed him in crowds,

while he, overpowered by the vain

incenfe of popular applaufe, ex-

claimed, in a mixed raptiire of gra-
titude and felf-approbation, that

^e never would forfake them

!

while the king perceived that he

could not be in fafety, without

finding means to perfuade the mob
that he had not quarrelled with his

miniiter. But the time was fail:

approaching, which would render

this only a trivial mortilication.

The ferment at Verfaiiles was*

nothing compared with that which
prevailed at Paris, which had been

increafmg, with more or lefs rapidi-

ty, ever fmce the beginning of May,
in proportion as the nobles, and
afterwards the court, attempted in

any degree to oppofe or controul

the pretenfions of tiie commons.
The people were far from being left

to their free agency in this refpeft ;

for the pains were infinite, and the

irduftry unceafing, which were ufed

to prejudice and inflame them, and

to operate with the fullell effe& up-

on their moft dangerous pafiions.

The filli-women of Paris, (called ^j

foiJJ'ardes, and fome times les dnmes

de la kalle) had from time imme-
morial affumed the privilege of be-

ing the leaders of ail political mobs ;

on which oc. afions their fex, how-
ever difguifed or degraded, fcreened

them from many mifchiefs, puniih-

aaents, and dangers, to vvhich their

fellow rioters of the mafculine gen-
der, if ihey had afteJ an equal part,

mull have bec-n inevitably cxpofed.

It was impoflible that thefe v/omcn,
turbulent, violent and ferocious by
nature and habn, and ever accuf-

tomed to wade through all the low-

efl: finks of profligacy, could pafs fo

glorious an opening to mifchief as

was now prefented.

The fex likewife afforded another

body of auxiliaries, more infinuat-

ing, and lefs favage in appearance,

but not lefs effeftive, and fcarcely,

in aft, lets bloody and ferocious than

the former. Thefe were the cour-

tezans, whofe numbers in that capi-

tal, notwitlillanding its known and
long-e.labliflied profligacy, exceed-

ed all bounds of credibility. But
as thefe ladies were hired, and their

fervice paid for in money, they were
rather to be confidered as a body of
ufeful light mercenary troops, than

as faithful difinterefted allies, like

the dames du halle, who aded pure-

ly from principle, through their in-

nate pafTion for confufion and mif-

chief. The former were not, how-
ever, by any means flack in difplay-

ing their zeal and their talents ; and,

independent of the fervices peculiar

to their vocation, were highly dif-

tinguiflied in fome of the moil ac-

tive and trying fcenes of violence,

blood, and horror that fucceeded.

The garden of the palais royal,

belonging to the duke of Orleans,

vvhich we have before obferved to

have been a fcene of great and con-

llant enormity, was now become the

grand theatre of popular, or, as it

may be called, mob politics. The
duke's enemies faid, that after long
being the fcene of all the crimes of
licentioufnefs, it was now become
the theatre of all the crimes of fe-

rocity. Hired orators were here

employed
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employed to inflame the multitude

to every ail of the moll atrocious

violence. Each of thefe, exalted

upon a ftool, chair, or table, was

furroundcd by a groupe as confider-

able as could come within a reafon-

able dillance for hearing ; and was
obliged to adt as moderator, or pre-

fident, to prevent the tumultuous

interference of the eager voices,

which all wiihcd to be heard at the

fame time. In thefe groupes all the

forms of parliamentary debates

were imitated or mocked ; violent

refolution? of cenfure, intermixed

with menaces of direft outrage,

were pafled againfl; the prirxes,

the courtiers, the nobles, and the

clergy; nor did the queen always

cfcape. Thefe groups were fed,

and llill more inflamed, by the fre-

quent arrival of huUetins, or notes,

bringing an account of the proceed-

ings at Verfailles, and of the fpeeches

or expreflions ufed by the moil vio-

lent leaders of the commons. Thefe
were inllantly read to the crowd,

and heard v.ith the moft eager en-

thufiafm; but if any man was fo

foolifh or unfortunate enough to fay

any thing in defence of the court or

the nobles, or to exprefs any dif-

approbation of the condudl of the

commons, nothing lefs than the

fwiftnefs of his heels, or his in-

ftantly fubmitting to make a formal

amende honcrable, by crying aloud,

Fi-ve le tiers etat ! could fave him
from immediate corporal ill treat-

ment.

As it is not cafy to form any con-
ception of the fcencs which were
exhibited at this time in thefe gar-

dens, and by thefe orators, it may
rot perhaps be thought entirely in-

curious to relate the particulars of
one of thera, which was difiinguilli-

ed by fome peculiarities from the

general clafs. We have heretofore

Ihewn that M. d'Efprefmenil, by
his vigorous oppcfition in the par-
liament of Paris to the defigns of
the late miniiler, and by his confe-

quent iniprifonment, had become
the idol of the populace. Ht; had
fince been elefted by the nobiiity

of Paris one of their deputies to
the ftates, and being charged as one
of the great promoters of the ob-
iHnacy ihewn by that order in their

conflict with the commons, not only

loll: his former popularity, but be-
came one of the mo'l odious men
in the kingdom, particularly with

the Parifians. One of the orators

in the palais royal made a motion
one day, that as they could not reach
his perfon, they J]?cuU turn his hcufe

m Paris, and murder his fjife and
children. This horrid propofal was
received with fuch marks of appro-
bation as feemed to infure its adop-
tion ; but another orator thinking

that this propofal Vy'ent too far, and
knowing that no appeal to jultice or
humanity could be of the fraallell

ufe, mounted the llcol in turn, and
harangued the mob in the following

terms: " Gentlemen, you may af-
" fure yourfelves that the fchemeof
" revenge now propofed would be
" no punilhment to the offender ;

" for his houfe and furniture be-
*' long to the landlord ; his wife
" belongs to the public; and his

" children may^ perhaps, belong
" to fome of yourfelves."

This fcandalous and brtital jell:,

and as falfe in every fenfe as it was
brutal, was, however, fo well cal-

culated to fuit the capacity and talle

of his auditors, that it produced the

etfedt intended by the orator; the

mob laughed, their rage evaporated

^ io
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in the clumfy jeft, and M. d'Efpref-

iticnil's houfe and family were

faveCi.

Thv.s vere the Parifians gradual-

ly trained vo defy all laws, to laugh

at all fubordir'aiion, and to con-

template the moil inhuman cruelties

without horror. It was at the fame

time aftoniihing to all who conlider-

ed the natural temper of the na-

tion, to behold the patience and in-

flexible perfeverance with which

thcfe grcupes of policicians in the

palaisroyale, endured all the rigours

of a burnirg fun, and refilled all

the calls of nacure from morning

till nigltt, pcirtly in liftening totheie

orators, and partly in dilplaving

their own knowledge and ability in

affairs of government.

Their general difpofition to re-

volt was now become fo open and

evident, that M. Neckar found it

neceffary to write a 1 j;:er to M. du

Crofne, giving an ailurance from

himfelf, that tne court had no in-

tention to dillulve the ftates general.

For though Neckar wa, little liked

by the leaders of any of the parties,

he continued as dear as ever to the

Parifians, who Itill truiled fomething

to his word, though not the leall to

their king'?.

Tiie coiTimons found themfelves

now fo ftrong in the public fupporr,

that they affccled to treat the king's

fyltem and declaration v.'ith that

iiient contempt which ufually at-

tends propolalscf fuch infignificance

as merit neither confideration or

anfvver. The nobles, however, de-

clared that ihey would adh-re to it;

but their adherence came too late,

and a plan of concord, which, if

propof:;d in time, might have been

attended with happy effefts, was

now lllgmatiz'-d as a plan of dif-

guifed flavery. At the fame time
all things were fubmitting to the

powers in being ; and the arch-

bilhop of Paris, terrified by the

dangers he had already undergone,

and Hill more by thofe which he had
yet to apprehend from the dreadful

ferocity of the populace, appeared

in clie national alfembly, accompa-
nied by the minority of the clergy,

v/lierc they jointly withdrew their

common proteft.

On the 24.th of June, the count

de Clermont Tonnere moved, that

the nobles Ihould unite with the

commons ; and was ably feconded

by M. de Lally ToUendal. They
both difplayed no common know-
ledge of government, and (hewed

the mod ardent defirc for the efla-

blilhment of one free and happy,

which none could be, unlefs it was

at the fame time rational and mo-
derate. But however powerful or

unanfwerable their arguments might

have been, or however cogent the

apparent motives, or even the ab-

folute neceflity of an immediate
union, the majority could not bend
to the humiliating meafure of going

to the hall of the commons. They
were, however, ready to vote a ge-

neral adherence to the king's plan ;

and if an equal conformity prevail-

ed on the other fide, to unite for the

prefent (according to its termi)

with the other orders, and to con-

duit the public bufmefs with them
in common.

Bat the minority being tired out

by this fruitlefs obftinacy of their

more numerous brethren, and hav-

ing likewife dillincl objects in

viev.', and holding from the begin-

ning principles congenial with th(jfc

held by the all-conquering party,

formed a determination on that

\er/
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yery evening to unite with the com-

35th.
mons. Ihis they performed
on the fuccecding day, hav-

ing previoafly fent a Iciter to their

prefident, the dukeof Luxemburgh,
expreffing concern at the Hep
which neceflity and duty compelled

jhem to take.

But in two days after the king
fcnt a preffing exhortation to the

folitary majority of the nobles to

unite with the ether orders, and
thereby hallen the accomplifhment

of his paternal views. A long and
violent debate took place, in w hich

the dukeof Luxemburgh read a let-

ter from the count d'Artois, inti-

mating that the king's perfon might
be expofed to inin-.ji:ate danger,

if the popular fury was rouzed by
their refufal. It was Angular upon
this occafion, that M. de CazaJes,

who has Cnce been one of the moft
conltant, flrenuous,and determined,

as well as the moft able oppofers of
the violent meafures purfued by the

commons, yet at this time cried out

with a moft energetic voice, that,

" The conftitution of the monarchy
" is more facred than the monarch.'*
A ftriking inftance bow little the

nobility were inclined to fupport or
renew the former defpotic govern-

^„.u ment. The vote of union
'' * was, however carried, and at

four o'clock in the afternoon the
commons were acquainted that the

nobles were coming into their hall.

—They were accomp..- ied by the
remaining dilfidents of the clergy,,

headed by the Cardinal de la Ro-
chefoucault. I'he commons ufed
their viclory with moderation, and
did not iniult the vanquifhed by
any marks of triumph, or difcon-

cert them by ill-timed applaufe.

Both the duke of iiuxembur^h and

the cardinal were nice in their

fpeeches, in endeavouring to pre-

ferve the point of honour, by declar-

ing that refpeft to the king was
the principal caufe which induced
them to this meafure.

Public rejuicings and illumina-

tions took place upon this union of
the orders, and the people fondly
thought that the happinefs of the
nation was now complete. Indeed
there feemed now at leall a pofiibl-

lity that the violence of the con-
tending fadlions might have been
confiderably allayed only by a very
moderate degree of temper j nd con-
defcenfion on both fidec; and if

c^..c'-d and harmony once begaa
to generate, however weak their fcril

appearance might be, yet the plea-
fure and advantages which they
afforded, being immediately per-
ceived and felt by men of every
party, their growth might have
been rapid and extenfive. This was
the more to be hoped, as all the par-
ties and orders were agreed as to
the one main and great objeft, that

of rellraining and curing the defpo-
tifm of the ancient government, the

only apparent differences becvve?!!

thenri relating to the means which
were to be adopted, and the extent

to which it might be proper to

carry the reform. This concord
was the more to be hoped, as it was
reafonably to be exp^ded that the

prefence of (o great a body of tae

principal, moll experienced, and
moll: learned gentlemen and clergy
in the kingdom, would have pro-

duced no finall effect in rellraining

the intemperate fallics of the vio'.enjt

republicans and democrats, who it

was well to be fuppoied might feel

themfelves fomewhat over-awed i.-»

fuch company, or at Icaft more
ft guarded
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guarded in their expreflious and
conduct in the prelence of fuch

judges of both.

This flatttering view of things

.was, however, obi'curcd by the re-

fledlion, that a forced reconciliation

is as feidom ialHng as fmcere

!

Clouds were ftill gathering in the

horizon : concord would have limited

the views, and' confequently could

not have been the objed of the fac-

tious leaders of the commons ; the

mal-contents in all the orders were

difpofed to confider their prefent

union merely as a temporary expe-

dient, but as no fixed and perma-

nent conllitution of the Hate; while

fome, perhaps, queftioned the vali-

dity of their a£ls under fuch a form.

Many of the nobles, who thought

themfelves bound by the rafh oath

they had taken, aflifted at the de-

bates without voting ; the more
fcrupulous among them holding,

that no authority could releafe them

from that oath, lefs than that of

their conllituents who impofcd it.

And fome meetings of the lefler

nobility, or gentilhommis in the pro-

vinces, either excited, or were pre-

tended to excite, fome alarm in the

commons.
Thcfe caufes might, it is true,

have foon ceafed to operate, or ihcir

effedl: have been fo far mitigated as

to prevent any violent diforder, if

that fatality, which feemed, blind-

folded and uncontrouled, to govern

all things in France, had not def-

tined the court to the purfuit of

thofe imprudent, dangerous, rafn,

and ill-condu*rted mcalurcs, which,

if they did not abfolutely give birth

to, at leaH afforded occafion for all

the unparalleled fcenes that fol-

lowed. Troops from all parts of

the kingdom began to move to-

wards the capital, as to,a cottimonf

center; all parties were perhaps

equally alarmed; but the alaria

having revived their former anirao-

fities and diikufts, and their minds
being mutually foured, they be-

held each other with fufpicion and
hatred.

It is difficult, if not impofiible, in

many cafes, to difcover the exaft

truth, amid the violence of con-

tending factions. Experience too

fadly Thews, that even the facred

bonds of oaths, though fanftified by
an appeal to the Almighty Author
of all things, are far from affording

fecurity againft error and impofition

in fuch cafes. The prefent extra-

ordinary movements of the court,

and its fudden and unexpedled adop-
tion of violent meafures, after fo long

a courfe, chccquered with hefitation,

weakneis, and timidity, have as yet

afforded no means of developing

the fecret caufes which led to fo

immediate a change of fyftem.

The popular party affert, that the

triumvirate of princes, with all

the minillers who were under their

diredion, and the court in general,

had from the beginnmg determined,

at a certam period or crifis of af-

fairs, to diffolve the rtates by the

affillance of the army, (which they

faid had been long preparing for

the purpofe) and then to re-eftab-

lifh the monarchy, not only in its

former, but in a ilate ofmore abfolute

defpotifm than it had ever before

poffeffed.—On the other fide, the

friends of the court affert, with a
pofitivenefs not to be ihaken, that

the democrats had formed and di-

gefted a regular plan for overturn-

ing the monarchy by force, and the

ellabliihment ofa republican govern-

ment, unlefs the ftates would take

the
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the trouble off their hands by do-

ing both for them ; tliat the court

being well informed of their in-

tentions, and in pofleflion of their

whole plan of operation, were of
neceffity obliged, in conformity with

all laws, human and divine, to have

recourfe to fuch means of felf-de-

fenje and prefervation as Provi-

dence had placed in their hands.

However thefe matters were, it

is certain that the ftates-general,

fmce their lace union, had not been

guilty of any aft, nor had not even

afforded any indication of defigns

or difpofitions, which could at all

juftify the king in diffolving them,

much lefs in his proceeding to that

lalt extremity of forcing their diffo-

lution by an armed force; a mea-
fure which, in the prefent ftate of

affairs, and temper of the nation,

murt, with all the certainty of any

mathematical axiom, have pro-

duced a moft furious, general, and
bloody civil war. Oti the con-

trary, affairs began to go on more
fmoothly in the united afiembly of

the ftates than could have been yet

well expeded. They had already

appointed a committee to prepare

fnaterials for the new conftituticn;

and Monfrs. Lally Tolendal, and
Mounier, two of the mcll able and
temperate leaders of the moderate
party, were of this committee. It

is true, they have ftnce owned that

they had heard with great uncafi-

nefs fome of its membt-rs develope

fo abllraft and metaphyfical a fyf-

tcm of liberty, that it appeared
more calculated to confound and
dillraft fociety than to render the

fecial flatc eafy or happy ; they faid

they were particularly (hocked at

hearing one man fay, " 'i'hat the
" kino's lanftion was not neceflary

" to laws;" but noiwithllanding this

Vol. .^X.\I.

perverfity of fentiment, which they

obferved in fome individuals, they

had conceived ftrong hopes that

they fhould bring over the majority

of the committee to their own way
of thinking.—In the fame fmooth
courfe of adtion, upon the committee
of verification having pronounced
M. Malouet's eledion for Auvergne
to be void, and people generally con-

fidering it to be merely an aft of
party violence, and that the mild,

invitation which he had propofed

to the clergy arid nobles, on the

i6th of May, was the only flaw in

his writ, the affembly took up the

bufinefs with fuch temper, that al-

though IVlalouette was equally ob-
noxious to the republican leaders,

and to the violent ariltccrates, they

over-ruled, by a great majority, the

vote of the committee, and con-

firmed his eleftion ; a decifion

which afforded the greatefl joy to

good and temperate men, who
hailed it as a happy omen of return-

ing- moderation and temper.

It was not, however, to be
expefted, confidering the licence

which had already prevailed among
the commons, but that lome of the

rafh and ' hery fpirits among them
would, in the warmth of debate.

Hill ufe intemperate, difrefpeftful,

or even violent language, with re-

fpeft to the crov/n, its funftions, or

the exercife of them; nor will it be

any furprife that perfons were never

wanting to convey fuch tales, with

aggravation, to the ears of the fb-

vereign, and thereby contribute to

keep him in a conftant Hate of

doubt and alarm. But the tranfac-

tions in Paris only, where the fer-

ment of the people was drawing fall

to a crilis, which every common
obferver faw mull be attended with

dangerous confequences, were fully

[ *^] fufUcienC
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fufficient to agitate and unfettle a

mind of a firmer texture and lefs

irrefolate nature than that pofieffed

by the fovereign feems to be, and
could not but difpofe him to lillen,

on principles of felf- prefervation,

to the violent councils which were
now adminillercd.

The French guards had been fo

long llationed to preferve order in

Paris, that by degrees their inti-

macy with the inhabitants became
fo clofe, that it led them to imbibe
all their political opinions. Among
thcfe was the new doftrine, which
was taught with unceafmg applica-

tiop. and energy, that foldiers being

citizens like other men, were to

cnnfider their duties as fuch to be

paramount to all others ; that hav-

ing an equal intereft with their

brethren in whatever related to the

public, they were to judge for

themfelves on all queftions of go-

vernment ; and, above all things,

that nothing could be a greater or

more parricidal crime, than to obey
any orders for firing upon their fel-

low citizens, in the exercife or fup-

port of fieir rights. Thefe guards

had a little before been highly un-

popular, on account of fome execu-

tions which we had feen they made
in fome cafes of former riots ; but

things were now fo totally changed-

on both fides, that the populace

feemed to adore the foldiers, and the

latter feemed ready to go even be-

yond them in any ad of violence.

This converfion was not, how-
ever, entirely trufted to arguments

or dodtrines ; more effedlual means
were employed. Wine, women,
and gold, the three moil powerful

agents for debauching a foldiery,

were unfparingly applied for the

purpofe by the faftious citizens.

The conduct of the foidier.s became

fo licentious and daring, that their

commanders found it neceffary to

confine them in their barracks ; but
all fenfe of fubordination and of
military difcipline was fo totally era-

dicated, that on the 25th and 26th
of June they left their barracks by
hundreds at a time, came to the

palais royal, where they were re-

ceived with the greatell joy by the

multitude; and while they were
fealted and entertained with plenty

of wine, money, and even bank
notes (billets de ca'iJJ'c) were pro-

fufely diilributed amonglt th^m.. In
the meantime the llreets and gar-
den refounded with popular bal-

lads, m.ade on purpofe to encourage
and inflame the foldiery. It will be
thought no wonde;' then that on this

occafion they fhould join the crowd,

and even enter into a competition

with them, in the loudne-^s and
eagernefs of their huzzaing for the

third eftate.

For thefe and fxmilar ads of dif-

obedience and contempt of orders,

eleven of the molt daring and re-

fradory foldiers were committed to

the prifons of the Abbaye de St.

Germain, preparatory to their trial

by a court martial. On the 30th

of June, a letter was read aloud in

the garden of the palais royal, in-

viting the people to the deliverance

of thefe brave men, who were fuf-

fer'ng in their caufe. This pro-

duced its immediate efFeft. The
people flew in crowds to the prifon,

forced the gates, removed the pri-

foners to the Hotel de Geneve

;

where, along with being well lodged

and entertained, they were loaded

with prefents. The next day a de-

putation of young Parifians waited

on the national aflembly, requiring

from them the free difcharge of the

pnionersi and this demand was

made
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niade in terms which (hewed that

they confidered the claim rather as

a matter of right than of favour.

The aflembly felt their embarrafTed

fituation, and endeavoured to extri-

cate thenifelves by a kind of mo-
derate temporizing vote, exhorting

the Parlfians to tranquillity, and in-

treating the king to clemency with

the delinquents. The king could

do nothing but comply ; and thas

was an end put to military difci-

pline, as well as to civil government
in Paris.

But there were other matters at

this time, which reached more im-

mediately both to his fovercignty

dnd to his perfonal fafety than even

the commotions in Paris, fufficient

to embarrafs and diftraft the mind
of the fovereign, and to drive him
headlong, without leifure for confi-

deration, or for choofing his means,

into the arms of whoever would
propofe any meafures, however vio-

lent, that could tend to his deliver-^

ance. It is charged upon Mirabeau
by two members of the affembly,

whofe charafters flood fo high as to

give no common weight to their tef-

timony *, that, though they were of

dilFercnt parties, he calked familiar-

ly, and without rcferve, with them
about their having a Louis the

XFlIth, in the place of' a Louis the

XFlih, as king, or at Icaft as lieu-

tenant general of the kingdom

;

thereby alluding diredlly, and by
name, to the firll prince of the

blood, with whom he likewife faid

he had converfcd upon the fubjeft,

ard that the prince had received the

communication in the moft pleafing

manner.

Mounier (a man, whofe Integrity*

was never qaeflioned by any party

in all the violence of their conten-

tions) has likewife recorded, that

having mentioned to Mirabeau his

being exceflively alarmed at the

manoeuvres which were continually

praftifed in Paris to feduce the

troops from their officers, and ob-
ferving farther how eafily an am-
bitious princei appearing at the
head of a difcontented army, dif-

tributing money with one hand and
libels with the other, might ufurp
the throne, Mirabeau (treating his

apprehenfions with ridicule) anfwer-

ed, « Why, you good fimple man,
" I am as much attached as you to
" royalty ; but --what Jignijies itjhe-

" ther nue ha'ue Louis the XVlltb
" or Louis the XFIth, and why need
'•' we have a child f to govern us ?'*

—Mounier does not deny the temp-
tation he felt to plunge a dagger in

the heart of the man who could con-
ceive (o wicked a fcheme.

It may not be difficult to con-
ceive fome part of the aftonilhment

and terror with which the king muft
have been ilruck, when expreffionsi

propofals, and defigns of this nature

were communicated to him ; and ic

v/ili be fti'il more eafily perceived,

what itrong ground they afforded to

his brothers, to the other princes of
the blood, and to all thofe who
wifhed to fupport the monarchy in

his perfon, to ftate the danger he
was in, and to reprefent in the

ftrongelt terms that nothing but a
total change of meafures and go-
vernment, fupported by a courfe of
the moll fpirited exertions, could

prevent the crown being torn from

* M. M. BcrgafTe and Duport.

t The term Bambin, wliich Mirabeau tifed, may b« uuderftood either as a child

or «u iJiot.
~

[*^] hif
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his head by his perfidious rela-

tion.

In the beginning of the month of

July, fcveral regiments began to

approach nearer and nearer to Paris

and Verfaillcs ; the aflembly, not

, , , without reafon, grew
Tulv loth. . , 1 r* ^ jealous at theie move-
ments, and accordingly preiented a

very I'pirited remonlbance (in which

all parties joined) to the king on

the fubjedl. Tnc king gave for

anfvver, that he had no other mo-
tive for his conduft, than the ne-

ceffity of eftabli(hing and maintain-

ing good order in Paris j a necef-

fity which was obvious to every

body. He then propofed to tranf-

fer the aflembly to Noyon or Soif-

fons ; in which cafe he would re-

move the court, and follow them
himfelf to Compeigne. Several

leading members of the more mo-
derate parties were fatisfied with

this propofal, and willing to agree

o it; but the determined leaders of

he popular fide, vvhofe views ex-

tended farther, were too well aware

of the ftrength and fupport which

I7«9.

rivalled and renewed all the hor-

rors of the maffacre on St. Bar-
tholomew's day. They reprefent,

that 50,000 men, loo pieces of
cunnon, an army of banditti, and
fix princes, v/ere to have pulled

down the fan«5luary of liberty on
its minilUrs heads, and to have
overturned the French empire ;

that the national affembly would
have been difperfed, its refolutions

declared fcditious, its members pro-

fcribed, the palais royal, and the

houfes of all patriots, given up to

plunder, while the eleflors and their

deputies were given up to execu-

tion. The glaring inconfiilencies

in thefe feveral puniihmencs are fo

obvious, as fcarcely to require ob-
fervation. Somedilhculty might ap-

pear in difperfing a body of men
who were buried under the weight
of an enormous building ; and, on
the fuppofition of a refurrc£i:ion, it

might appear entirely needlefs to

profcribe men who were given up
to execution.

The . hirtorian of the revolution,

however, finifhes his pidure in the

they derived from the vicinity of .
following manner : " This is the

the capital, to lillen to it. Mira-

beau condemned it with his ufual

intemperance, and the propofal was

rejedled.

Although an entire change of

meafures was now vifibly deter-

mined on by the court, yet it has

never been clearly developed what

iyltem they had adopted, nor to

what extent the change of meafures

was intended to be carried. Here,

as in ether cafes, the violence of

party throws every thing into ob-

fcurity. The popular writers and
declaimers defcribe it as one of the

mofl perfidious and bloody plots

that ever was formed ; and which,

if carried into execution, would have

5

horrible tillue of crimes and af-

" faffinations, which a troop of w/-
*' lains and infamous njoomen, me-
" ditated with barbarous joy in the
" tumult of their execrable orgies."

—It is ihrcly curious to obferve, that

none of the enormities here defcrib-

ed ever took place, even in a fingle

inftance, on the fide of the court ; •

and that all the crimes and affalTina-

tions here charged upon troops of

villains and infamous women, were

not only fully realized, but brought

into daily and coniinual praftice on

the popular fide, by the two nu-

merous orders thus fpecified, with

both of whom it is probable that

Paris at this period abounded far

beyoud
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beyond any other city in the uni-

verfe. Indeed the indifference, and

in fome cafes the complacency,

with which the national ailtmbly

received and heard details of the

horrid cruelties and murders com.-

mitted by thefe two orders, afford

too much room for fuppofing that

they coniidered them as very ne-

ceffary and effential arms of their

power.

It may not now be unnecefTary

to {hew what effedl this fudden

change of fyflem in the court had

upon moderate men of different par-

ties, and what confequenccs they

expefted or apprehended from it,

jb far as thefe can be drawn from
their fubfequcnt writings or decla-

rations ; which, perhape, may be the

more worthy of reUance, as fome of

them had previoufly entirely quitted

the fcene of adlion, and retired from
all participation in public affairs

:

—They generally regretted that the

king's confidence (hould have been

furprized, by hafty and rafla councils,

into a departure from thofe fenti-

ments of moderation and equani-

mity, which were the leading traits

of his charader ; and they con-

demned this departure the more, as

they did not think the prefent Itate

of things required any aiBimption

of violence. They were not, how-
ever, without apprehenfions, that

the baniihment of M. Neckar, the

minifler who was the avowed friend

of liberty, augured iome deiigns

hoftile to liberty itfelf. On that

idea they conceived that the troops

had been affembled, partly to pre-

vent the explofion which the de-
parture of that popular minifler vvas

likely to occafion, and partly to en-

able the king to carry into execu-
tion the new conftitution held out in

his declaration of ihs 23d of June.

Under this perfuafion, they ex-

pe(5led that the king in perfon

would require the Hates to ratify

that declaration; that if they con-
fented (which was not probable)

the king wojld be fatished, nothing
farther attempted on his fide, and
every thing go on in its ufual way

;

but if the flates did not confenr,

they doubted not but the king
would be perfuaded, under the in-

fluence of his prefent councils, to

proceed to the extremity of at-

tempting to diffolve the affembly.

As men of all parties were equally

determined not to fubmit to a dif-

folution, on the ftrong ground of the

conilitution, vvhich was the objeft

of their affembling, not being yec

eftablilhed, and that the right to

diffolve them could only exiit in

that conftitution, they imagined they

forefaw, in the difcufllon of that fub-

jed, all the evils or dangers which
they apprehended from the prefent

dcligns of the court, or movement
of the troops ; for they did not hold

it improbable, or at leaft they

dreaded, tnat the king might then

be induced to attempt uiffolving

them by his own authority ; and
that the military might then be
called in to fupprefs thofe tamulti-,

whicn, in the prefent tennper of the

people, their forced feparation auift

inevitably occafion.

Thefe were the greateft evils or

dangers which moderate men ap-

prehended from the prefent change
of fyrtem in the; court. But even in

this worrt ftate of things, and fup-

pofug the forcea difToluti.m to take

place, although they trembled at

the idea oi an ac\ of power and vio-

lence 10 difgraceful both 10 the go-
vernn?ent and country, yet they con-

foled th^infelves under the certainty

they fully poffcffcd, that the kint^
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could then have no other refuge

but that of immediately fummon-
ing another meeting of the ftates,

as it would be otherwife impoflible

for him to manage or fettle the dif-

orders of the nation, or to condufl

the government in any manner.

As to the pretended plots which

were faid to be difcovered, and the

details of them propagated with fo

much induftry,fuch as the blockade

of the city of Paris, the ftarving or

maffacre of the inhabitants, the

overturning that capital from its

foundations, with the long lifts of

deputies to tlie ftates who were to

be feized or executed j all thefe,

with others of the fame charafter,

would have been treated by fuch

men only with ridicule, if the wick-

ednefs of the defigns which they faw

they covered had not excited their

utmoft indignation. They declared

their firm opinico, that no perfons

in the affembly were more thorough-

ly convinced of their falfehood,

than the very men who took the

greateft pains to propagate them
abroad as undoubted fad;s.

It is, however, but juftice to fay,

that the heterogeneous mafs of cour-

tiers, of difcor.tented nobles, of the

followers and retainers of the dif-

ferent princes, and of the outcafts

of different parties, who now pof-

fefled the king's councils, were fo

difcordant in every thing, fo fplit

into petty cabals and faftions, (o

fhamefully and felfifnly led away by
their refpe<Sive private views and

intcrefts, and, withal, held fo little

regard for the profperity or honour

of the fovereign, any farther than

they might be necefiTary to their own
defigns, that it feems difficult to

fuppcfe that they had any common or

regular objedl of policy in view, but

that being equally deftitute of any
tcpinprehenfive plan of aftion, as of

any bond of union founded on honefty

or principle among themfelves, it

feems as if there could be no fcheme,
however wild, extravagant, abfurd,

or dangerous, which fome among
them might not have been capable

of framing or adopting.

On Saturday the nth of July,

M. Ntckar received the king's

orders to give up h'.s place, and to

quit the kingdom as foon as poftible.

Luzerne, St, Prieft, Montmorin,
and the other miniftcrs, were either

turned out, or refigned, the next day;

M. de Brcteuil was placed at the

head of the miniftry, and marftial

Broglio, who had been very popular

under all the misfortunes of the Ger-
man war of 1757, now accepted the

very important, but dangerous and
moft unpopular place of commander
in chief.

When this news reached Paris on
the morning of Sunday the 1 2th, the

mixed confiicl of fury and defpair,

which agitated every mind and
countenance, exceeded all the pow-
ers of defcription. The people,

confidering Neckar as their only

pledge of liberty, refounded his

name on every fide, and the nume-
rous faftion of the palals royal

thought this a favourable opportu-

nity for bringing forward the name:

of the duke of Orleans, and by
joining it in the fame acclamation

with Neckar's, thereby to attribute

to the duke fome part of that popu-

larity which belonged only to thq

minifter. With this view, both their

bufts were taken from the fculp-

tQr's, and carried abcut in triumph.

But the fcheme by no means fuc-

ceeded. The vaft largefies which

the duke beftowed to acquire popu-

larity only afi^eded the loweft and

moft profligate orders of the people,

of whom he was indeed the unlimit-

ed fovereign ; but the fober and in-

dependent
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dependent part of the citizens had
long conceiv^ed too unfavourable an

opinion of that prince's condufl and

charafter> ever to vvifli to fee him,

not only upon the throne, but in any

public fituation, which could at all

place him near the head of aftairs.

A few voices were heard in the

crowd to cry out, " Shall thii prince
" be your king, and fhall Neckar
" be his minifler ?" but they were
fo faintly fupported, that it came
to nothing.

On the fame day the prince of
Lambefc, who commanded the re-

giment of Royal AUemand (horfe)

which were Rationed juit without

Paris, in a vain gafconade, made a

fruitlefs and moll; ill-judged attempt

to difperfe the populace who were
very riotous and numerous in the

gardens of the Thuilleries, as they

were in all other open parts of the

city. Two or three perfoni, faid to

be mci-ely fpedator.s, and guiltlefs of
any riot, were in the beginning

wounded, one of them by the prince's

own hand : this exafperated the

crowd in fuch a degree, that they

returned the attack with unparallel-

ed fury ; brick-bats, Hones, and
fuch other miilile weapons as they

coujd fuddenly find, with clubs and
fpits, fupplied the want of arms;
the troops, led into a fervicc for

which they were totally unqualified,

and their horfes as well as them-
ielves thrown into the greatell dif-

order and confufion by this new
mode of combat, were almoft in-

ftantly routed, and driven fhame-
tuUy, with loud fnouts, hootings, and
execrations, out of town. A very

f^w of the troopers, probably not

above three, being knocked off their

horfes, were killed, and tiicir horfes,

arms, and accoutrements, carried

as trophies by theabou; vidor:

The ill confequences which muft

proceed from the fTight of regular

troops before a mob, at the opening

of fuch commotions as were now to

take place, are too obvious to re-

quire any obfervation.

Jt appears that the tranfient mi-
nifters of the time, however faulty

they might have been in other re-

fpeds, were totally innocent of any
fhare in, and free from any previous

knowledge of, this unlucky tranf-

adlion, v/hich feeras to have proceed-

ed entirely from the wantOii impe-
tuofity and railmefs of the com-
mander ; for there were feveral

regiments of foot at the time Ration-

ed clofe to Paris, not one of which
made the fnallefl: movement to afiift

or fupport the horfe ; and this want
of concert among the commanders
murt be confidered as a clear proof
that no orders had been iffued by
government on the fubjeft. The
total inadlion of the troops, both on
that night and the fucceedihg day
and night, during all which time,

critical as the (cafon was, and not-

withftanding the alterfltioris and pre-

parations which they faw and kncvv

were taking pJice in Paris, they

never once made the fmalleft at-

tempt to enter that city, feems like-

wife to exculpate the court and mi-
nillers from the bloody defigns and
cruel intended mafiacres .which were
attributed to them ; for this would
have been the feafon, and the Sun-
day night particularly, when no-

thing but terror and confuiion

reigned in that city, and no regular

fcheme of rchflanceor defence was
yet thought of, to have carried th jni

with full eifciSl into execution, if any
fuch had been formed ; and tiic llate

of things wa. fuch, that it would
have been very difficult, if not im-
poffible, to prevent theii completion.
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if fuch wicked plans could be vvifel)'

laid and promptly executed, which,

through the goodnefs of Providence,

is not often permitted. Jt feems
then, upon the whole, that weaknefs
and inanity, rather than wickednefs,

was the charafteriilic at that time of
the French government ; that the

minifters ridiculoufly imagined, that

the approach and fight of a few re-

giments would have terrified fach a

vaft, turbulent, and rebellious capital

as Paris into immediate fubmlifion;

and that they were at the fame time

Jo (hort-fighted, fo improvident, and
fo narrow in their conceptions, as

not to provide a remedy for any
difappointment, which a failure in

their principal expeftation, or any
unforefeen change of circumftances,

otherwife might occafion.

All regal, all judicial, all munici-

pal government being now at an end

in the city of Paris, an univerfal

panic was, on the Sunday night,

ipread throughout all its quarters j

while the dread of flaughter from

the army, and of general plunder

fi-om thieves and banditti, affedted

every clafs of the people in all that

was dear and precious to them. But

the day which fucceeded to this

night of terror and confufion pro-

duced a very different and a very

extraordinary fcene. Above one
hundred thoufand individuals feem-

ed at the fame inftant to be animated
by one common foul, and to pre-

pare, with courage and conftancy,

the means of internal order and go-
vernment, as well as of prefervation

and defence againft external enemies.

The temporary bodies of thg elec-

tors, who had returned reprefenta-

tives to the ftates, afiembled and
took the command in their rcfpe"ive

diftridts, and were more implicitly

pbeyed than Louis the XlYth had

been in the zenith of his power and
viftories. Thirty thcufand citizens,

totally unaccuftomed to arms, were
fuon ieen armed at all points, and in

a few hours training afi^umed fome
appearance of order and difcipline.

The French guards now fhewed the

benefits of their late education and
improvements ; they came in a body
to tender their fervices to the peo-

ple, which we fcarcely need fay

were joyfully accepted. A new
peculiar cockade was formed for the

new army; and every appearance,

not only of defence but of adtive

war, every where prevailed.

Such were fome of the changes

which one day produced in the city

of Paris. Some plunder and mif-

chief took place in difi^erent parts of
the town, particularly at the houfe

of the congregation of St. Lazarus,
who being fufpedted of having corn

concealed in their granaries, that

charge or fufpicion expofed them to

a pretence for being plundered

;

this was the more pitiable, as it is

faid to have been a truly pious and
charitable inftitution ; but fuch mat-
ters were foon to be loft in the glare

of greater enormities. Many {lighter

robberies were committed on the

fame day ; but as thefe were direft-

ed againft individuals, and executed

by fmall gangs of thieves on their

own account, without any popular

pretence, vv'hen they were feized in

the fact they were inftantly drag-

ged to the Gn"Z'e, the common place

of execution, and hanged by the

ropes which were ufed to faften the

lanterns. From hence originated

that moft horrid pradtice of the

mob's conftituting themfelves judges

and executioners in the fame inftant,

without the fmalleft regard to rank,

to laws, or to juftice ; nor has all the

time that fince elapfed been able in

any
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any degree to wear out that vil-

Jainous cullom which the French

populace were only a few hours in

acquiring. From hence of courfe

originated that horrid and barb.'.rous

cry, a la lanterne, the laft founds that

vibrated in the ears of io many un-

happy vidims as have thus cruelly

periihed.

The next day, which was the fa-

mous Tuefday the 14th of July, will

be long remembered in the hiftory

of mankind. On that morning the

newly formed army completed their

means for oiFcnfive and defenfive

operations, by Gripping the garde

fneuble and the invalids of their

arms, and likevvife by feizing a very

conliderable depofit or magazine of

arms and ammunition, which were
lodged in the hotel ofthe latter; all

which they performed without meet-
ing the fmallefl refinance. Thus
provided, the idea of attacking the

Baftile was inl'lantly adopted, and
De Launay, the governor,' fummon-
ed to lay down his arms, and fur-

render the fortrefs. The difficulty

of difcovering the truth in fuch ex-

traordinary cafes, where every man's
telHmony on either fide is liable to

be warped by his prejudices and
paflions, was never more clearly

Ihcwn than upon this occafion. The
general report was, that De Launay
held out deceitful liopes of compli-
ance; that a number of Parifians

came to the gates to demand arms
and ammunition ; that they were re-

ceived within an outer court, then

Vrcacheroufly fired upon, and a cruel

daughter made. It is not eafy to

reconcile the parrs of this ftory, nor
to give an air of probability to tlie

whole. It ib iiotvvithflandin;^ afltrted

and believed by the bulk of the Pa-
rifians, with the fame firmnefs as if

it vv^ an article of religious faith.

and was publilhed as a faft through
every parr of Europe. But, on the

other hand, the inconfiftency and
improbability of the ftory have not
only been (hewn, but the fa<5t denied
by pofiiive evidence. It feems very
probable, that the ftory might have
been inv'ented at the time to in-

creafe the animofity of the crowds
who were preffi )g from all quarters

upon tne Baltiie, and who could
have no opportunity, either then or
after, of alcertaining its truth or
falfehood, fuppofing the poflibijitv

that in the heat and tumult of fo

new and dreadful a fcene they
could have attended to fuch an in-

quiry. In this cafe, the endeavour
to fupport and give authenticity ro

the rtory afterwards will be eafily

accounted for ; in the firft place, to

keep up and inflame the paffions of
the people, and in the next, with a
view of palliating, in fome degree,
the fcenes of blood and cruelty that

followed.

However that was, the enthufiafm
and fury of the people w^s fo great,

that, to the ailonilhment of all mili-

tary men (who did not yet know the

weaknefs of its garnfon) the BalUle,

the citadel of Paris, with its feem-
ingly impaflable ditches, and its in-

acceffible towers and ramparts, co-
vered with a powerful artillery, was,
after an attack of two hours, carried

by Itorm. De Launay was imme-
diately dragged to tne iMace de
Greve, and miftrably murdered. M.
de Lofmc, the major of tn^ Ballile,

met with an equal fate and equal

cruelty ; although ir IjHS fince been
generally ac'c.iOwh'dgvd, even by
the dijmocra.ic writer.-^, that he was
a man of great humanity, v. Iiofe

ttndernels to the priiuners del; , ved
far ditforeiii trcatm^^nt. T.ii- -vas

indeed llrongly conhrmed by a re-

maj tv^ble
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markable circumftance which oc-

curred at his death ; for the mar-

quis of Pelleport, a young man
whofe fafhion and figure, indepen-

dent of his rank and generofity>

entitled him to refpeft, was fo deep-

ly imprelfed with the kindnefs which

he had experienced from the major,

when he was himfelf a prifoner,

that eagerly clafping him in his

arms, in the midft of all this terror

and danger, he molt pathetically in-

treated the people to fpare the life

of his friend, to whom he owed fo

much. His intreaties were in vain ;

the major's head was cut off, and

his grateful and generous friend

with difficulty efcaped the fame

fate.

On this day it was that the favage

cuftom of infulting and mutilating

the remains of the dead, and of ex-

hibiting their heads to public view

upon pikes, which had fo long been

the opprobrium of the governments

and people in Conllantinople, Fez,

and Morocco, was firft introduced

into the polifhed city of Paris ; and,

like other evil habits, has fince taken

fo deep a root, that it may feem a

queftion whether it can ever be era-

dicated, except by fome convulfion

fimilar in violence to that from which

it derived its origin.

The garrifon of the Baftile, ex-

cepting only a few gunners and ar-

tillery-men, who held a fort of fine-

cure places, confiftedonly of a hand-

ful of old invalids, amounting to

fomething about fifty in number.

On taking the place, the new-formed

foldiers loudly exclaimed, " Let us

*J hang the ^Mhole garrifon .'" but the

French guards, who ftill retained

fome fliare of their old monarchical

and military notions, could not en-

dure that old foldiers, who had once

feived under the fame banners with

themfelves, fhould be thus facrificed

in cold blood; they accordingly

pleaded fo effedlually for them, that

they preferved the trembling wretch-
es from that fate which they inllant-

ly expefted.

In the midft of thefe diforders, M.
de Fleffelles, the pre-vot des mar-
chandsy or mayor of Paris, had been
detedled in a correfpondence with

the court ; he was accordingly turn-

ed out of his office by the committee
of eledors, and ordered to be con-

veyed to prifon until his trial; but

he had fcarcely reached the bottom
of the ileps at the hotel de ville, or

town-houfe, when the new executors

of fummary juftice forced him from
the guard, (hot him inilantly without

trial or enquiry, difmembered his

body, and carried his bleeding head
about the ftreets on a pike in tri-

umph, like the others they had cut

off.

After more than two hours had
paffed fpeedily away, under the

double intoxication of joy and re-

venge, fome humane perfons re-

minded the populace, that the pri-

foners in the Eaftile ought to be de-

livered; their cells were according-

ly broke open, and they were led

in triumph round the gardens of the

palais royal. But how great was
the furprife, if not difappointment,

when it was found, that thefe dreary

dungeons, which were fuppofed to

be crowded with the vidims of def-

potifm, contained only feven pri-

soners ; that of thefe the greateil

number were confined on accufa-

tions of forgery ; aqd that either

two or three, who had continued

there fince the reign of Louis the

XVth, were the only objefts of com-
paffion among them. For thefe un-

happy perfons, having loft the ufc of

their reafon before the commen^e-
marit
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went of the prefent reign, or at leaft

before there was leifurc to enquire

into the ftate of the prifons, they

had fmce been detained, becaufe

the officers did not know in what
manner otherwife to difpofe of
them. A ftrongcr proof of which
need not be given, than that the

municipality of Paris found it ne-

cefTary a few days after to fend

them to the public mad-houfe at

Charenton.

It fhould rot be forgotten, that

the prefent fovereign, through his

natural clemency and humanity, and

in conformity with the moderate

fyftem of government which he in-

tended to purfue, had early cleared

the flate prifops of moll of their

wretched inhabitants, none being

retained but thofe who had been
guilty of notorious crimes againft

fociety, or concerned in dangerous

offences againft the ftate. It is like-

wife worthy of obfervation, that

with all the odium and deteftation

under which the queen and the count

d'Artois laboured, and with all the

libels which were hourly written and

fpoken againft them, yet that a lin-

gle victim to their refentment or

juftice was not found in all the pri-

lons of the kingdom. Nor is it in-

curious to contraft with this fact the

ftate of things under the influence,

or it may be called government, of

Madame Pompadour, who hlled all

the prifons of France with the unfor-

tunate viftims to her private malice

and pcrfonal refentments
; yet Pom-

padour was idolized by Voltaire,

g.nd by all the poets, wits, and phi-

lofophers of the kingdom in her

day, and was even at times a fa-

vourite with the people.

During the Sunday and the Mon-
day, thofe two critical days, on
ivhich their own fate and that of

their fovereign feemed depending,

and on the firft of which the Icale

feemed to vibrate fo much, that it

was evident a vigorous exertion

might have fixed its bias, the mi-
nifters at Verfailles, and the com-
manders of the army, feemed ei-

ther aileep or in a trance ; the

former indeed, when unwillingly

rouzed to hear the accounts from
Paris, treated them with the utmoft

contempt and ridicule, as matters

not worthy of confideration ; but
on the fatal Tuefday, the 14th of

July, evil tidings crowded fo faft

from every quarter, that they were
overwhelmed with confternation and
terror, and rendered totally inca-.-

pable, if it had net even been too

late, to adopt any meafures which
required decifion or vigour, either

vyith refpe«ft to orders or execution.

It now appeared that the defedlioa

of the French guards had, with

other pre-difpofing caufes and mo-
tives, produced a moft unfortunate

effect, upon the national troops in

the army ; that they were no longer

to be depended on ; and* that they

openly aiTerted the unlawfulnefs of
fighting their fellow citiz;;ns. Be-
fore they had yet l\me to refie(fl on
the confequences of this deplorable

news, or to confider what meafures

were proper to be purfued, they

were farther confounded by the in-

telligence, that the foreign regi-

ments were little more to be de-

pended on than the national troops.

The former had ever been unpopu-

lar in France, chiefly upon the idea

(exclufive of national pique and
vanity) that being entirely depend-

ent on the crown, and having no
intereft in the country, they would
be found, upon any occafion that

oifered, the ready and cruel inftru-

ments of defpotilm ; but now, to the

aftoniihmeuc
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aftonifhmcnt of every body, they

jhewed themfelves very little in-

clined to engage in national difputes,

and feemed very cold and indiffer-

ent with refpeft to the caufe they

were called to lupport. In this

<iifmal ftate of things, the only po-

licy which the genius of the minif-

ters was capable of reaching, was
the fhort-lived, miferable, and cow-
ardly expedient of concealment,

in keeping the king ignorant of the

misfortunes and dangers with which
he was furrounded.

The national aflembly, who upon
the difgrace of Neckar thought

their own ruin determined, met on

Monday the 13th, and with all the

terrors of diflblution and imprifon-

ment before their eyes, refolved,

with the firmnefs of a Roman fenate.

Dot to give up a fmgle point which
they had been pre-determined to

maintain. The moderate party

took the lead on this day, and fhew-
cd themfelves as little difpofed to

fubmit m any degree to the defpo-

tifm of the crown as the moft fu-

rious of thofe who were called pa-

triots. Mounier opened the debate

with an eloquent fpeech, in which,

after fiating the great and immut-
able line which muft be drawn be-

-tween the legiflative and the exe-

cutive power, (a line which was
acknowledged and confirmed by the

aflembly) he then proceeded to Hate,

that though the affembly had no
legal right to direft the king's choice

of minifters, yet as the choice he

liaS now made led to the mod dan-

gerous confequences, it was necef-

fary to vote their folemn and grate-

ful thanks to M. Neckar, and to

declare, that the prefent minifters

had not the confidence of the na-

tion. Lally Tolendal feconded his

motion, and this and other fimilar

votes were carried with the greateft

unanimity.

The alTembly then pafied a fa-

mous refolution, bv which they de-

clared, " That the aftual counfel-

" lors of the king were perfonally

" refponfible for the prefent mif-
" fortunes, and for all that might
" enfue." This refolution, which
bore thecharadler of an ex poji fadlo

law, was juflified on the ground of

neceffuy, and the defperate fituation

of the affembly. They likcwife fo-

licited the king to recal his troops,

and to entruft Paris to the guard of
its own citizens.—The king re-

turned a general anfwer, " That he
" was deeply afflidled with the me-
" lancholy fituation of Paris; that
" it was impoffibje the troops he
" had fent for could be the real

" caufe of it; that they were indif-

" penfably neceffary for the pre-
" fervation of peace and order; and
" that he invited the aflembly to go
" on with its labours."

But when, on the Tuefday even-

ing or night, the news arrived at

Verfailles of the taking of the Baf-

tile, of a powerful army being in

an inftant formed in Paris, and of
the deplorable fate of Launay, Fief-

felles, and Lofme, the miniilers, all

aghaft, feemed as if ftricken by a

thunderbolt, while each thinking he
read his own fate in that of Launay,
all their prefuraptuous hopes, their

fchemes and intrigues, were at once

levelled in the dull. Whether any

of thofe fanguinary defigns which
have been fo peremptorily and re-

peatedly charged by the other flde

to the courtiers and minifters were

at this time or any other in their

meditation, remains ftill an entire

fecret, and muft continue fo, until

time or occafion throw future light

upon the fubject. No proof what-

ever
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ever has yet been brought to fup-

port the loofe and wild charges of

their cnemiei ; nor does the evident

want of energy in their councils, or

the fatal flowaefs of their proceed-

ings, by any means juiiify the pre-

fumption.

In the courfc of that day, the

national afiembiy, dreading every

hour the greatell evils, which ap-

peared the more terrible from tha

inipoffibility of forefeeing their na-

ture or kind, pafiVd the fpirited re-

folution not to break up their (cf-

fion, but to pafs tiie night in their

hall. The minillcrs flill adhered to

their only refuge of concealment,

by keeping the king in the dark

as to his fuuation. It is faid that

about midnight the duke de Lian-

court forced his way into his apart-

ment, when in bed, and told him
the whole truth; and farther in-

formed the count d'Artois, that the

Pariiians had publicly fet a larg.e

price upon his head: this laft in-

formation was irrefillible in its ef-

feil; the count funk under it, and

no longer endeavoured to keep up

his brother's courage. The moll

unconditional fubmiiTion was ac-

cordingly refolved upon ; and the

king went early on Wednefday
morning, the 15th, without guards,

to refign himfelf entirely into the

hands and power of the aiiembly.

The king took particular notice

in his fpeech of the falfehood which
fome had dared to publiih, that the

pcrfons of the deputies were not fe-

cure ; he afked, if it^was neceflary

for him to contradidl in terms fuch

criminal reports, which were belied

equally by his well-known charac-

ter, and by every part of his con-

duft through life ? lie told them,
that he entruftcd himfelf in their

hands
i and called carnciUy upon

them to fave the ftate ; and con-

cluJtd by giving them the pleafing

information, that he had ordered all

the troops to quit the neighbourhood
of Paris and Verfailles.

'I'his fpeech was received with

loud acclamations, and all the mem-
bers rifing, as by a general impulfe,

accompanied the king back to the

palace.—From that inltant he ):ia.d,

in efFeft, refigned the fovereignty

into their hands, with little profpeit

of his ever again recovering it-

Froni that time alfo the middle,

or moderate party, led by Mounier,
Lally, Mallouette, <Sjc. were recon-

ciled to him, and feem to have re-

lied cordially upon his faith ; bu£
the friends and patronizers of ex-

treme democracy either were or

affected to be afraid that his kno'.va

irrefolution would afford the means
for throwing him back into the

hands of their enemies, and there-

fore determined to exert their

power to its utmoft extent, in order

to fetter him as clofely as pof-

fible.

The terror of fieges and blockades

had got fuch pofTeffion of the minds
of the Pariiians, that they could

think of nothing elfe, and they

were inceffant in their preparations

for defence. M. La Fayecce, with

whom we were acquainted during

the American war, when he lerved

under Walhlngton, was now elected

to the command of the new army
with the title of general. The old

office or title oiprevot des manhands
was either fupprell'cd or changed,

and M. Bailly, formerly known by
his allronomical writings, was ap-

poinied chief magiitrate, under the

name of mayor of Paris.

That capital was now to be con-

fidered as a great republic, and it

foon was fo fenlible of its power, as

to
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to give the law, not only to the

unfortunate fcvereign, but to the

national aflembly, and to the king-

dom at large. Tie national af-

fembly, even now, feemed to ac-

knowledge its mafters, by fending a

deputation of eighty- four of its

members to the city of Paris, ra-

ther to implore than to propofe,

much lefs to order or command
peace. This may be confidered as

one of the many evil confequences

which refulted from the ill-ad vifed

andruinousmeafureofailemblingthe

Hates at Verfailles ; for it is not pro-

bable that the affembly would have

fubmitted to this humiliation if they

had been out of the reach of that

turbulent capital ; neither would the

fadlious part of them, in fuch a fi-

tuation, have had an opportunity of

becoming, as they did, parties in

their cabals and faftions; until at

length, alternately afting and be-

ing a£led upon, they became by

turns the inftruments of each other's

purpofes, though the faction in the

affembly was not feldom obliged to

give way, contrary to its own lik-

ing, to the dreaded power of thofe

in the city. The Parifians were,

however, too fenfible in the prefent

inftance of the importance which

they derived from this fmgular de-

putation, not to receive the depu-

ties with every mark of applaufe

and refpeft.

But their fufpicions, and the ter-

rors of foldiers and maflacres, which

they had already fo ftrongly im-

bibed, operated ftill fo pov/erfully

upon them, although all power and

all the means of fupporting it were

row in their own hands, that the

king was advifed and perfuaded, in

the hope of removing their jea-

Icufies, and thereby of reducing

them to a ftate of good order and

temper, to vilit hiwfelf the city of

3

Paris. This humiliating and def-

perate meafure he carried into exe-

cution on Friday the 17th of July,

under a full conviftion, in his own
mind, that he thereby encountered

the peril of inftant afTaffination.

He was received at Seve by a body
of 25,000 national guards, (the term
now affigned to the new army)
and was thus led in melancholy pro-

celfion to Paris, his ears being

llunned the whole way by the loud

and continual acclamations of" Fi've

" la nation !" while the ancient fa-

vourite cry of " Fi've le roy !" was
not once heard. The king was con-

dueled to the Botel de Fille, where,

after fubmitting to the difgrace ofac-
cepting and wearing the new Parifian

cockade, and after he had made a

fpeech, in which he declared in the

ilrongeft terms his unvaried and in-

variable affedlion for the people, he
was condemned to hear a fpeech

from a M. de St. Merry, which
ftrongly infinuated, if it did not di-

redly charge, thofe flagitious and
cruel defigns againfl the city of

Paris, which had been fo induftriouf-

ly imputed to the court, as a means
of exciting the prefent troubles.

It is faid, that a denial fo involun-

tary, fo unembarralTed, and fo pofi-

tive, burft from the king's lips upon
this imputation, that it was impofli-

ble for the by-ftanders to avoid

feeling a convidtion that it was the

language of confcious innocence in

an indignant refiftance to falfe ac-

cufation. The king's behaviour at

the town houfe recalled the old cry

of " Five le roy .'" in the mouths

of the populace, though it was gene-

rally- coupled with the new and falh-

ionable one. He returned fafely

in the evening to Verfailles, and

was received with tranfport by the

courtiers, many of whom never ex-

pected to fee lura again.

In
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barous and inhuman popular fongs,

but fet to no unpleafant tunes, were

fabricated for the people of Paris,

in order, if poffible, to increafe their

native ferocity and cruelty. One
of thefe, the verfes of which ended

with the pious wifh that all the ari-

llocrates might be hanged at the

lantern, was to be heard from morn-
ing till night, in every Itreet and
almoft every houfe, fung by all

clafTes and orders, the fairer part

of the fofter fex degrading them-
felves in this refpeft to the fame
level with the molt profligate and
abandoned. Thefe barbarous words,

like the -ivar ivhoop of the favages in

North America, became afterwards

the iieaih Jignal in every part of
France.

The feeds of revenge and mur-
der, thus induftrioufly fown, foon

ihewed their fruits in the horrible

deaths of Foulon and Eerthier.

The firft of thefe was an old rich

financier, a man of bad charafter,

and was fufpected of having ac-

cepted a place, though he had not

time to occupy it, under the late

adminiftration. Berthier was in-

tendant of Paris, a man of a totally

different charader, and who feems
to have been neither accufed nor
fufpedied of any crime, unlefs his

being married to Foulon's daugh-
ter could have conflituced one.

Thefe unhappy men having fome
intelligence of their danger, had at-

, , o tempted to efcape, but
•' ' ' were purfued, feized, and
dragged back to Paris, where they

were murdered with every circum-

ftance of refined infult and cruelty

which could have been exhibited by
a tribe of cannibals. We Qi all not

enter into the Ihocking detail, which

has been publifhed in every part of
Europe, and every where received
with the utmoft horror. La Fayette,
and Bailly the mayor, exerted
themfelves greatly to preferve thefe

mifcrable vitlims, at lead till due
examination and trial could take
place ; but they foon difcovered, to

their amazement, how weak the pow-
er, and how precarious the fecurity,

afforded by popularity, was amongll
an ungoverned and furious popu-
lace, and that if they did not refign
the viftims to their fate, they mult
inevitably become partakers of it,

Fayette expreffed his indignation

in the ftrongell terms, and threat-

ened to refign the command of the
Parifian army; but he was per-
fuaded to retain it by the better and
more fober part of the citizens, hop-
ing that he might be the means of
preventing ftill more dreadful mif-
chiefs.

The fafe return of the king from
Paris did not infpire the vanquilhed
party with the fmalleft hope of
mercy from their all triumphant
enemies. In the courfe of a few
days, Marfhal Broglio, the Polig-
nacs, the Luxemburghs, with all

who were fufpecled of having ac-
cepted, or even intending to accept,

places under the late (hort-lived ad-
miniftration, difappeared one after

another. Thefe were fpeedily fol-

lowed by the princes of Conde and
Conti, with the count d'Artois and
his two fons, though the family

next in fucceffion to the crown.
Numbers of others, whofe names
are of lefs importance, were in-

cluded in the general rout ; mod
fortunately for the fugitives, they
were a good deal protected in their

flight by the fmall diviiions and
fcatiered parts of the retreating ar-

my
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my which had been commanded by
Broglio ; and after a I'eries of ro-

mantic adventures, dangers, and
" hair brcth" fcapes, they reached

England, Germany, or Italy, as

fortune or chance direfted, while

the princes of the blood royal of
prance were obliged to procure

from foreigners a precarious and
inglorious refuge. And it might
be faid the king and queen, with

refpecl to friends, favourites, known
fervants and relations, were almoft

literally left alone.

All the refradlory nobles now
haftened to renounce their former

proteft, and held themfelves ab-

folved by neceffity from the oath

which they had taken to their con-

fiituents. It was agreed to bury the

name o{ Jiaies general in oblivion,

and the name of national afjejnbly

was henceforth adopted by all par-

ties. Some reverence feemed iHll to

be paid to the word royalty, although

the fubfcance to which it related

had entirely loft its elTence. It was

thought that the term royalifts, ap-

plied to thofe who were devoted to

profcription and popular fury, would
yet be too wounding to the ears

of Frenchmen to be endured ; the

term arifcocrat was therefore upon
alloccafions fubftituted in its place.

As the fcarcity of corn ftill con-

tinued, feme fcenes of horrid mur-
der had already taken place at St.

Germain, Pontoife, and Poilly, on

the charge or fufpicion of monopoly,
while other attempts of the fame

nature were with great difficulty

prevented. Doubly alarmed at

the favage fpirit which was exhi-

bited by the Parlfians, and at this

fanguinary difpofition, which was
fpreading with fuch terrific fymp-
toms in the country, the moderate

party in the affembly ufed their

utmoil endeavours to procure the

timely interference of that body<

in retraining thofe enormities.

Lally Tolendal took the lead, and

was well feconded by Mounier and

others in fhewing the general dan-

gers and the horrible mifchiefs that

would eniue from the progrefs of

this fanguinary dilpofuion ; they

accordingly piopoled a proclama-

tion, to warn the people from thus

conlHtutlng themfelves judges and
executioners of the law.

But the powerful democratic

party held fentiments widely dif-

ferent on this fubjeft, and did not

wifli by any means to reftrain the

hands, or to confine the authority

of their over-ruling allies. One fet

anfvvered, " that the bufincfs of

the affembly was to make laws, and
not to attend to a few particular

diforders."—Another told the ope-

rative motive for rejefiing the pro-

pofal openly, by faying, " that

their interference might induce the

town of Paris to declare againil the

afiembly"—While a third cried

our, «' if it was not for thefe Parl-

fians, whom you blame, we fliould

not now be fitting here." And
when Lally enforced his arguments,

by defcribing the horrid deaths of

Bcrihler and Foalon, the celebrated

patriot Barnave ironically aflced,

" If the blcod he lamented ivas fo 'very

pure /"' whilft Mirabeau told him,
*' It was a time to think rather than

to feel."

A fenfe of fhame on one fide, and

unceafing perfeverance on the other,

produced at length in fome degree

their efteft, and on the 23d of July

a proclamation was iffued, inviting

all Frenchmen to peace, order, and

tranquillity; but being ftripped of all

the cogent expreffions propofed by
Lally, fuch as the following fen-

tences.
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tences, that " whoever excited trou-
** bles was a bad citizen, and that

" the punifhment of a crime was
*' itfelf a crime when not command-
'* ed by the law j" thefe retrench-

ments, with others of the fame fort,

rendered it fo tame, fo fpiritlefs a

performance, as to make it an objedl

much more liable to contempt than

to the produdion of refpedl to the

laws, or obedience to the diftates

which its title and publication feem-

ed to imply.

Neckar had been recalled by the

king's letters of the i6th or 17th of

July, and on his way back he

heard of the horrid deaths of Ber-

thier and Foulon, as well as the

imminent danger of M. de Bezen-r

val, commander of the Swifs troops,

who had been feized at Villenaux, and
threatened with the fame fate, on
account of an intercepted letter, in

which he had ordered M. de Lau-
nay to defend the Baftile to the lart.

Neckar immediately wrote a letter

of interceflion from Nogent to the

magiftrates of Villenaux in his fa-

vour, and received in anfwer, that

they had fent to Paris for orders

concerning him. Neckar was wel-

comed at Verfailles with fuch de^.

monftrations of general and excef-

five joy, that the democratic writers

could compare it to nothing lefs

expreiTivc, than the tranfports of

the Romans when Cicero was re-

called from exile. Ke prefentcd

himfelf to the national alTembly,

complimented them highly, and
was no lefs complimented and flat-

tered in return.

A few days after he
made his triumphal

entry into Paris, and the gratifica-

tions of vanity were never more
amply difpenfcd to any conqueror in

ancient Rome, than they were upon
Vol. XXXI.

July 30th.

this occafion to M. Neckar. Thofe
voices which a few days before

found the greatell difficulty in pro-

nouncing '-ui-ve le roy, now filled the

air with the univerfal fhout of <viije

M. Neckar. He endeavoured to con-
vert this moment of popular applaufe

and enthufiafm to an excellent pur-

pofe, by attempting, in an eloquent

fpeech, to perfuade the Parifians to

fend orders for the releafe of M. Be-
zenva], and at the fame time to

fet the example of a general am-
nefty, as the means of reiloring

peace to the diftrafted kingdom.
But M- Neckar was yet to learn

the difficulty of managing a fac-

tious and outrageous populace^ who
having already kicked off every de-

gree of fubordination, abominated
every thing that bore any relation

to peace, order, humanity, or juf-

tice. The refufal to com.ply with

a requeft which he had taken the

utmolt pains to enforce, and which
he, to a certainty, thought he might
have commanded, tarniffied all the

glories of the triumph, and render-

ed the overwhelming flatteries of

the day difgulling and naufeous.

It was peculiarly unlucky that in

this attempt, fo truly confonant to

virtue and humanity, he fliould

have fallen into two political errors

of fuch importance that they ferved

much to weaken the enthufiafm of

his admirers, and to lefien the ge-

neral opinion conceived of his abi-

lities, The firft of thefe related to

the national aiTembly, and the fe-

cond to the Parifians. The former,

and by much the greater, was his

applying tn the city of Paris for the

liberty or life of an accufed crimi-

nal, and at the fame time for a ge-

neral pardon, knowing, that as the

national aflcmbly now fuppiied the

places both of the fovereign and

[*R\ par.
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parliament, there was no other pow-

er cxiding which could lawfully

grant either. This was accordingly,

in a very great degree, diftafteful

to that aflembly. it was indeed

but too true, that Paris was fall

affuming the fhape of an indepen-

dent republic, and making alarm-

ing ilrides towards the pofleflion of

power ; and it was no lefs true, that

the national alTembly, though fully

aware and apprehe\ifive of the

danger, yet, whether through want

of foirit, or through whatever other

caufe, did not venture to attempt

confining that turbulent capital

within due bounds of fubjcftion ;

but they were by np means pleafed

or fatisfied that her independence or

power fhould be formally acknow-

leged by a minifter of Hate.

The fecond fault was his addref-

fing the eled^ors of Paris as a legal

body, when their proper fundiuns

extended no farther than to the

choofmg of reprefentatives ; and the

new command with which they

were entrufted by the people on the

13th proceeded merely from there

being no other body of men in

whom they could immediately con-

fide ; but that refradlory populace,

who abhorred every degree of fub-

ordination, were already heartily

tired of the government exercifed

by the eleftors, and were befides

become much dliTatibfied with, and

extremely jealous of them on the

very grounds of Neckar's fpeech
;

fo that when he probably thought

he was highly flattering and pleaf-

ing the people by the compliments

he paid, and the powers which he

attributed to their council at the

Hotel de Ville, his eloquent ha-

rangue was producing a direftly

contrary effeft, and exciting the

utmofl difgufl and averfion in the

minds of the crowd. For the coun-
cil having already given a promife

that Bezenval iliould have his li-

berty, and liaving llkewife fent a

proclamation for general pardon

and peace round to the different

municipalities for their approba-

tion, the people confidered this as a

flagrant invafion of their mofi: facred

rights, and reilridlion upon their

new powers of determination on

the queltions of peace or war, as

well as on their favourite exercife

of adminiltering fummary jufl:ice;

and being now further irritated by
this direct and public appeal to an

r.ithority which was become in the

higheft degree odious, they grew
outrageous, and a fecond general

tumult was expedted and threat-

ened.

The council at the Hotel de Ville

foon perceived their danger, and
having immediately retracted the

two obnoxious meafures, the com-
mittee of electors, finding that they

were confidered and to be treated

as ufurpers, endeavoured to fave

themfelves by as fpeedy a re-

fignation of their feats. The whole

government of the tumultuous ca-

pital was then placed in a body
which was called the reprefentative

affembly of the commons of Paris,

with the mayor, M. Baiilyj at its

liead._

The more violent of the mal-

content diftrifts in Paris were fo

inflamed at the very mention or

thouglit of an amnefty, that they

fent a deputation to the national af-

fernbly, partly to complain of the

attempt, and partly to warn them
againfl'-adopting or giving a fanc-

tion to fuch a meafure. The af-

fembly, who were not much more
difpofed than themfelves to approve

of it, declared that a tribunal fliould

foon



HISTORY OF EUROPE. *[259

that no fecurity for liberty, pro-

perty, or life could be found in

the country, unlefs fome efFecHiual

curb was fpecdily placed upon the

revengeful and cruel fpirit of
the people; for it had already

fpread with dreadful difplay into

the provinces, where they had ge-
nerally taken up arms as foon a»

they heard of the revolution at

Paris. Every bad man (and that

order was at leaft as numerous as

ufual) made the public good a pre-

tence for wreaking his malice upon
his private enemies. The tenants

thought this a happy opportunity

for (baking off all dependance on
their landlords, and converting their

farms into cftates ; and petty wars

foon be appointed to try the late

minifters, and other delinquents,

and a committee appointed in the

mean time to examine into the

accufations againfl them. The af-

fembly llkcwife decreed, that Be-

zenval fhould be kept under fafe

guard at Brie Comte Robert, the

tovvn where he was then confined.

This was to him the mod fortunate

claufe that ever was or ccuM be

penned ; for the writers on both

fides acknowledge or declare, that

no human power could have pre-

vented another public murder if he

had been brought to Paris. This
opinion was indeed fully confirmed
by the following faft, that thirty

thoufand frantic Parifians waited

for him a whole day at the Place de
Greve, and had, with favage plea-

fure, all the inftruments of infult

and death prepared for his recep-

tion.

Indeed it was evident that things

were now arrived at fuch a pitch.

were thus generated in various

parts between the former and the

landed proprietors. Numerous other

fcurces of difcord were invented or

found, and details of crimes and
cruelties v/ere echoed from every

quarter.

[The extraordinary length of our Hiftory, which has this year gone

far beyond its prefcribed limits, and all paft example, compels us, un-

willingly, to defer the completion of this fingular revolution to our next

volume.]
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Halifax, Novanher II, 1 778.

ON Saturday the ift of this

month^the Academy at Wind-
for was opened by the bifhop of
Nova Scotia ; the magiftrates and
principal gentlemen of the county

of Hants attended, which added
much to the folemnity that wasob-
ferved on an occafion fo truly pleaf-

ing as the opening of the firll pub-
lic fcminary in this province.

The bifhop began with prayers,

and then delivered a Latin oration,

in which he pointed out the m my
advantages the public would derive

from the inftitution, and feveraily

addreffed the magillrates^, the tutors,

and the ftudents.

He next read over the regulations

that were eftabliihed by the gentle-

man appointed to undertake the ge-

neral government of the academy.
Thefe regulations are well calculat-

ed to preferve order, to enforce di-

ligence in the tutors, and to pro-

mote application and improvement
in the lludents. The bulinefs of

the academy being finifhcd, the ma-
gilb-ates and gentlemen of the coun-

ty of Hants prel'ented an excellent

addrefs to the bithop, to which he

returned a fuitable anfwer.

Mrs. Helen Bettenfon, of Se-

venoaks, in Kent, an opulenc

maiden lady, lately deceafed, among
many legacies, has left to the Rev.

Mr. Hetherington's charity for blind

pcrfnns lo.oool. three per cent,

confolidatcd annuities ; to St. Luke's
Hofpital, the fame; to Bromley
Colleire, the fame ; to St. George's
Vol. XXXL

Hofpital, 5C0I. to Mr. Gregory of
Clifford's Jnn, 200I. ; to his wife

lool. and 20I. per annum more, in

confideration of taking care of her
Italian greyhound ; to all her fer-

vants lol. a year for life ; to her ex-

ecutors loool. to eredl a monument
in Wcitminfter Abbey, with a fuit-

able infcrjption (which is to be read
and approved at a meeting of the

Royal Society), for the late P/Iartin

Folkes, cfq; who was prefidcnt of
the Royal Society ; all the refidueof

her eUate to earl Stanhope, lord

Aniherft, and Multon Lambard,
e.^q; (hare and fhare alike, \y\v.m. fhe

appoints the executors and trullees

cf her will.

Dcccmkcr. Hiflory, fay? a French
meteorologiil, does not afford us aa
example of fo long and cold a
winter as the prefent. The froil

began on the 24th cf November,
with a N. E. wind, and ^'continued

increafing night and day till the
2itli of December, when a tem-
porary thaw came on, which lalled

"only two days, after which the froll

returned, and coatinued till the fe

cond of January. The Seine wai
frozen over entirelv.

Lovjer Rhine, Dec. 27. Sad ac-
counts are received from ali parts

of Germany concerning the fudden
and fevere froil. Ivlany pcrfons
and animals have been four.d fro-

zen to death in the roads, which
the great fail of fnow has rerdercJ
impaffable. This age affords no
example of fo extreme a frolt as
there was in many places on ti.e

17th jnllant ; in the mornir.g of
that dav Fahrenheit'i Tlvtrm.':;^r-

L-Vj :^
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ter at Lcipfick was 27 degrees be-

from five to fe-low o, which

ven degrees lower than it was in

the famous winteis of 17C9 and

1740. In the fouih part of Ger-

many the cold has not been fo fe-

vere ; the Rhine is frozen over at

Cologne, and in many places wag-

gons and carriages pais over it

loaded.

On the 23d of this month in

the morning, at about two o'clock,

and again in the evening at fe-

ven o'clock, a kvere fliock of an

earthquake, accompanied by a loud

fubterraneous noife, was felt at

Frankfort. On the following day

thece was a fevere Horm, with a

great fall of fnow.

At Bremen, Fahrenheit's Ther-

mometer on the 13th ffcod at 4
degrees under o, on the 15th it

was the like, but on the i6th in

the morning, at half pad feven, it

was at 12 degrees, and at half pafl

ten at 14I degrees under o. In

1740, there was a continuation of

cold at 4 degrees below o ; and in

1784, the llrongefl cold was on

the 3 ill of Dec. at 8 degrees be-

low o, but it only lafted till ten

o'clock.

On the 2ift of December, the

noble palace of the duke of Cour-

Lmd, at Mittau in Poland, took

fire by fome accident, and was in

a great part deftroyed, with its

magnificent furniture.

Edinburgh, Dec. 24. This day

James Falconar and Peter Bruce,

late merchants in Dundee, were

executed agreeable to a fentence

of the High. Court of Jufticiary,

pronounced againft them on the

14th of Auguft laft, for breaking

into the Bauking-Oltice of Dun-
dee, which fentence had been ref-

of which refpites expired yeflcrday.

With their lafl breath, and during

the whole time of their confine-

ment, they have uniformly denied

their accefuon to, or any know-
ledge of the intention of perpe-

trating the crime for which they

fuifered.

Dublin y Jan. 13. During the

tempelluous wind this morning, a

heavy and moll tremendous fea rol-

led into our harbour, and did con-

fiderable damage to the new wall,

where it difplaced ilones of an enor-

mous weight, and beat in the pa-

rapet wall at the foot of the Light-

houfe. The waves rofe to the iron

balluflrade, againft which, as well

as the other parts of the tower, the

billows dafhed wsth fuch fury as

made the watchmen almclt defpair

of their lives for fome hours.

From the London G.\zette.
Madrid, Jan. 20. The king of

Spain was proclaimed in this ca-

pital on Saturday the 17th in-

ftant, with all cuftomary ceremo-
nies. The Conde de Altemira, as

Alferez-M'ijor of Madrid, bore

the Royal Standard, and was ac-

co.Tipanied in the procefEon by a
great number of grandees on hor-

les very richly caparifcned, and
alfo by the Corregidor, Alguazils,

Heralds, and others. The procla-

mation was repeated in difierent

parts of the city ; and filver and
gold coins, prepared for the oc-

cafion, were thrown by the Heralds
among the people. The firfl pror

clamation was made in the great

fquare, in front of the palace.

Their Catholic Majelties were pre-

fcnt, feated in a balcony, and at-

tended by the ambailadors and
ether foreign miniliers, and by the

principal otiicers of fiate. The ac-

pited tv»o diiTerent times, tbe laft clamaiionsof the people were great,

7 and
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and expreflive of much loyalty and

affedlion to their fovereign. The
publick mourning was fufpended

for three days, a very large lift of

promotions was publifhed, various

entertainments and balls were given,

and there was a general illumination

on each of the three evenings.

Oxford, Jan. 3. On Tuefday

lalt the mercury in a thermome-

ter expoled to a North-Eaft af-

pe£l in the open air, in this city,

was obferved to be fo low as 13

degrees of Fahrenheit's fcale, at

feven in the morning, which is

the loweft degree it has been feen

at here this feafon, and is exadlly

the fame as the greateft ccld ob-

ferved in the hard froft 1739-40;
but the thermometer has been no-

ticed lower than this in England
at different periods fince that time.

Feb. 12, 1 77 1, at Cambridge,
Fahrenheit's thermometer flood at

fix decrees above o, and at Lyn-
don, in the county of Rutland, on

the fame day, at four degrees : once

during the froft in 1776 at 9 ; and

on January 18, 1767, at Derby,
even fo low as nearly one degree

below o.

Laft Sunday qulckfilvcr was re-

duced here to the ftate of a perfedlily

folid metal, by the ufual means for

generating artificial cold, which is

prelumed to be the firft inftance of

this kind upon record in Britain :

and on Tuefday following fome
quickfilver was again completely

frozen (which is ftill more extra-

ordinary) in a frigorific mixture

compofcd cf powdered falts (ufed

in the ftead of fnow) dlflblvcd in

a diluted mixture of mineral acids.

1 A lady fent to the prifo-

ners in Newgate lol. to buy
coals, with an offer of three gui-

neas to any debtor confined for

icl. to 15I. if his difcharge caa
be obtained for that fum. From
that fum to 20I. and upwards, four

and five guineas upon the fame
condition. In confequence of whichi

a lift of thofe pri (oners who caa
be entitled to this benefit has been
made out, and the, different fums
annexed to each, agreeably to the

intention of the benevolent donor.

A draft of loool. was re- ^ ,

ceived in the Chamber of Lon-
*

don, inclofed in the following let-

ter from the Prince of V/ales's

Treafurer, addreffed to the Cham-
berlain of London, at his office,

Guildhall:
" Sir, his Royal Highnefs the

Prince of Wales, apprehending thac

the poor of the City of London
might fuftain fome hard.'hip and
inconvenience, in this inclement

feafon, from the delay of the

king's annual bounty, arifing

from the prefent unfortunate ftate

of his Majefty's health, has com-
manded me to pay loooI. into

the Chamber of London, to be
applied to the relief of the poor, in,

the fame manner that his JVlajelly's

bounty has ufual!/ been. I havff

the honour to be, &:c.

Henry Lyte."
His Rcyal Highnefs fent alfo 200I.

to Edinburgh, to be applied to the

relief of the poor of that city.

The Thames at Irongate to .

the cppofite fhore is frozen

over, numbers of perfons having

walked acrofs yefterday. At Shad-

well, the Thames is likcwife fro-

zen over, feveral booths are fi'ced

on the ice, and yefterday an ox
was roafted whole, and fold to the

people who were fkaiting and Ai-

ding.

Letters from Limerick mention,

that the river Shannon is fio/.en

[iV] 2 up
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up beyond what has been remem-
bered. The thermometer has been

at 21 and half degrees below freez-

ing point, which is the very ex-

trcmell cold in Europe.

The fcene on the Thames is very

entertaining ; from Putney bridge

upwards, the river is completely

frozen over, and people walk to

and from the different villages on
the face of the deep. Oppofite

to Windfor iTireet, booths have been
ereded fincc F'riday laft, and a

fair is kept on the river. Multi-

tudes of people are continually

palling and repaffing
;
puppet fliows,

roinidabouts, and all the various a-

mafements of Bartholomew fair are

exhibited. Jn fliort, Putney and
Fulham, from the morning dawn
till the dufk of returning evening,

is a fcene of fellivity and gaiety.

. A young bear was baited

on the ice, oppofite to Red-
rift, which drew multitudes toge-

ther, and fortunately no accident

happened to interrupt their fport.

-, , This day the feffions at the

horfe duties, was finally determin-
ed in the Court of King's-bench,
before Lord Kenyon, and the other

judges of that Court, when it was
folemnly adjudged, '* That the

hiring a horfe for any diUance,

and returning the f^me day, is not

fubjeit to the duty."

Advices have been received that

Oczakow was taken by llorm en
the 17th of lad month. The af-

fault was given in confequence of
the powder magazines of the fortrefs

having been blown up by a {hell.

Six thoufand Turks are faid to have
been killed, and three thoufand

made prifoners. The iofs of the

Ruffians is elHmated at 400c.

The following is an authentic

copy of the account lately fent

to Prince Galliczin, Ambaffa-
dor from RuiTia, at Vienna :

*' Oczakow was carried by af-

fault on the 17th of December.
The n timber of the befiegers were

14,000 men, that of the garrifon

12,coo. There were 7400 killed

on the field, without reckoning
Old Bailey, which began on thofe fabred in the houfes.

Wednefday lall, ended, when 18

convicls received fentence of death ;

among them were two moil atro-

civ'jus villains, William Woodcock,
and Cornelius Carty ; the firft, for

the premeditated murder of his

wife, which he perpetrated by
fraduring her feall, and beating

off her ears with a bludgeon ; the

other, after having robbed a Mr.
W^iliiams on the highway, fiabbed

him in the groin with a knife, of
which wound he languillied a few
days in the moll extreme mifery,

and then died, leaving a family

unprovided for. Thefe two hive
fince been executed.

., Lately the queftion uhichhas
^ift-

1 111 : 1
•^ long been debated oetween the

public and the farriers of the pell

" There were found in the place

300 metal cannon and mortars.

The grand magazine blew up, but

a great quantity of ammunition
of e\ery fpecies was taken.

" The number of inhabitants

are 25,000, amongil whom are

4000 very fine women.
" The Pvuffians have loft 100®

men, including t8o officers. The
Pacha who commanded the fortrefs

has been made a prifoner with the

garrifon ; but the Aga who led the

troops was cut to pieces, as he re-

fufed to furrcnder."

They write from Confiantlnople,

that the Divan, to excite the greater

courage in the foldiers, have had a

new coin flruck, with the following

iuKriptiou in Arabick ;

" There
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*' There is one God ; there is

one prophet, Ivlahoniet is his name.
I'lie true victories come from God,
who is cur king, and with whom
Mal;omct is our advocate: he

teaches us to pray, to believe, and

conquer. I'he God of Mahomec is

our God ; the prophets of God are

Mahomet, Abukekir, Omar, and
Ali. O Mahomet, fo!e mailer of

riches and victory, lee the blood

fpilc in battles againft mifcreants

be dear and facred to thee !"

Died.—At his houfe at Walcot-
placc, Lambeth, in his 85th year,

tiie celebrated Jn. Broughton, whofe
ficlU in boxing is well known, and
will ever be recorded in the an-

nals of that Icience. He was ori-

ginally bred a waterman. His pa-
tron, the late duke of Cumber-
land, got him appointed one of the

yeomen of the guards, which place

he enjoyed till his death. He was
buried in Lambeth church, on the

2 I !l inrtant ; and his funeral pro-

celhon was adorned with the pre-

fence of the feveral capital pro-

feflbrs of boxing. He is fuppofed

to have died worth 7C00I.

At Antwerp, aged 104, Philip

Coets. He was a foldier from his

youth, and ferved in all the cam-
paigns of Prince Eugene again.1 the

Turks. Jn 17 17 he was at the

capture of Belgrade ; at 40 years

old he married, and lived with his

firft wife 12 years, by whom he
had fix children and ten grand-
children. At fixty years of age he
married again, and had eight chil-

dren, from whom fprang 30 grand-
children. He was fo lirong, that,

at 73 years of age, he lifted a
butt of beer lioni a cart without
the ieaft trouble. Having loft his

fccond wife, at 92 he married
again, but had no children. He
was always in health, and pre-

ferved all his fenfes, except his

hearing, till his death.

F E B R U A R y.

On the fifch of December laff,

*Admiral Greig was interred with
great funeral pomp at Revel, by
order of her imperial Majelty of
Ruflia. Some days before the prccei-
fion took place, the body lay in ftatc,

drefled in the Admiral's grand
uniform, having a crown of laurel

on its head. The coffin, placed
on fix maify filver feet, was co-
vered with black velvet, lined with
white fattin, and handles, fringes,

andgalons, all made of filver.. The
pillows for his head, and for the

Uate-bed, were of white fattin,

trimmed with rich blond lace. On
each fide of the bed were three

tabourets (ftools), covered with
v\hite fattin, richly trimmed with
fringe and tufts ot gold. On thcie

ftools were placed the Admiral's
Itaff, and the five different orders
of knighthood which had been con-
ferred upon him. (The enamel
of one of the points of the cror?

of St. George had been carried

away, and the point bent, by a
ball he received in the fight in the

Archipelago with the 1 urks iall

war.) On twelve llands covered
with black, and ornamented with
white crape. and ficwers, were pla-

ced twelve large filver candlellicks,

with funeral wax tapers. The three

flags of the decealed were hung
at the head of the bed ; two of-

ficers of the State Major, and fix

Captains of the marine, who were
alternately relieved, attended at the

fides of the bed, and two Litu-

tenants guarded the door cf the

hall, and lub-ofBcers fron\ ibence

quite to the door of the court ;

alfo a number of private centinels.

[A] i Tho
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The proceffion was anfwerable,

in every refped, to the grandeur

of the above foleranity. The bo-

dy was drawn by fix horfes, pro-

perly decorated and attended, and

placed in a tomb prepared on pur-

pofe in the cathedral of Revel,

amidft a triple diicharge of all

the troops and cannon trom the

ramparts, together with thole of the

fleet.—Such honours were never

before paid to any naval com-
mander in Rufiia.

Advices are received from Ja-

maica, that on Saturday the 15th of

November arrived in Port- Royal

Harbour, from St. John's, in the

Bay of Fundy, his Majefty's

frigate Andromeda, of 32 guns,

commanded by his Royal riighnefs

Prince William Henry. Immedi-
ately on his arrival his Royal

Kighnefs was falu;ed by the forts,

and his Majefty's fliips in Poit-

Royal Harbour.

On Tuefday the whole Houfe of

AfTembly waited on his Royal Iligh-

nefs with their congratulations.

On the zd of December the

Hcufe voted icao guineas, to be

laid out in the purchafe of an ele-

gant ftar, ornamented with dia-

monds, to be prefented to his

Rcyal Highnefs Prince William

Kenry, his Majefly's third fon, as

" an humble teftimony of the very

high refpeft and efleem that ifland

entertains for his eminent virtues,

and the happinefs they feel in fee-

ing him amongll them ; as well as of

the grateful fenfe they have of

the particular attention which his

Royal Highnefs pays to the duties

of a proteffion which is the fup-

port and defence of the Rricilh

Empire in general, and of that

ifland in particular."

His Royal ^ighnefs received

that mark of the AfTembly's regard

in a manner that gave general

fatisfadion.

Dundee, Feb. 4. Lad week a

boy, about 14 years of age, was im-
prifcned here, for abflrading a bill

oi 22I. llerling value from a letter

which he took from the letter-hole

of the poll-office, by fixing fome
parte or" pitch, or fome fuch ar-

ticle, in the hole, and by that

means the letters ftuck before they

reached the box below. He re-

forted to the hole at night, and
carried away all the letters that

liuck, and afterwards opened them.

A quelHon of the greateft ,

importance to the merchants' ^

fcrvice, in refpeft to the Captain'^s

legal right to infcrce good difci-

pline on board of his fhip, and
to punifh the breach of it, was de-

termined in an adlion againll a

Captain of an Eaft India fhip,

at the fuit of his Boalfwain, which

was tried at Wellminllcr Hall, be-

fore Mr. Juftice Heath, and a fpe-

cial jury. This adlion was brought

in coniequence of the Captain

having caufed the boatfvvain to be

flogged on board his fhip. The
Captain, refolved to have this

point fettled, which has lately given

rife to that mutinous kind of con-

duit, (the effedt of which has been

too feverely felt in the lofsoffe-

veral valuable fhips) juftified his

having given this flogging as a

punifhment for the boatfwain's mu-
tinous behaviour, in refuiing and

negleding to do his duty on board.

The trial lafted three hours ; and

the jury, under the direction of the

learned Judge, gave a verdid for

the defendant, without retiring out

of Court.

This evening failed Com- 1

modcre Cornwallis, with the ^

following
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following {hips for India, viz.

Crown, of 64 guns, Capt. Corn-
waliis ; Phoenix, of 36, Capt.

Byron; Perfeverance, of 36, Capt.

Smith; Atalanta, of 14, Capt.

Delgarno ; and Ariel, of 14, Lieut.

Moorfom.
, The long-expefled battle

berween Johnfon and Ryan,

took place in a gravel pit, within

a quarter of a mile of the town
of Rickmaniworth, in KertfordlTiire,

and after a conti^il: of 32 minutes

and a half, vidory was declared

in favour of Johafon.

The fpot on which the llage was
erected, ivas certainly tiie bell cal-

culated of any ever known, as al-

though upwards of 6000 fpetfta-

tors were prefent, ye: no one perfon

could claim a fuperiority of fitu-

ation.—The feat of conteft was in

a gravel-pit of great depth, {lop-

ing gradually, and in the bottom

of it, the flage of 21 feet fquare

was erefled.

I'he door money, which was to

be divided equally between John-
fon and Ryan, amounted to five

hundred and twelve pounds.—The
report was given out, that the con-

tell was to take place in the yard

of the Bell Inn ; but when about
fcur thouiand people had fubfcribed

guineas, half guineas, and crowns,
the Ilage, which had been depoli-

tcd in the yard, was carried to the

fpot above mentioned, where all

ranks might equally be gratified.

At half pall two o'clock, Johnfon
mounted the llage, with Humphreys
as his fecond, and in about two
minutes after Ryan appeared, with
a mailer baker as his fecond —
As foon as they were on the ftnge,

Tvlajor Hanger appeared, and prc-

ientcd a hat to thofe who had not

fubfcribed.—When he had coUedcd

about thirty guneas, the ftage was
cleared.

When the combatants flripped,

the odds were two to one in fa-

vour of Johnfon, though Ryan cer-

tainly appeared the largell man.
The fet-to was prodigioufly fine,

and after a few feints on each fide,

Ryan put in the firll blow on the

chelt of his opponent, and brought
him down. When the time was
up, and each were on their guard,
Johnfon returned the compliment,
by a fevere blow on the left eye
of Ryan, who before the end of
the battle was nearly blind of that

eye. Although there were about
thirty rounds, yet excepting three

times, they were always in favour

of Johnfon. One time in parti-

cular Johnfon was beat round the

flage, and Ryan placed a blow on
his eye, but when they clofed,

Ryan always fell undermoil. And
at one time Humphreys offered to lay

ten to one ; the odds fludluated from
two to one to that enormous bett.

A remarkable in (lance of the

power of confcience lately occurred.

The fecretary of the Sun Fire-office

received a letter, written in a foreign
hand, inclofing a bank nyte of icol.

which the writer of the letter defir-

ed fhould be carried to the account
of the office, and acknowledged in

a morning paper fome day the firll

week in January ; which was accord-

ingly done.

Thirteen men brought a ,

waggon with a ton of coals

from Loughborough in Leicefter-

fhire, to Carleton-houfc, as a prefent

to the prince of Wales. As ibon as

they were emptied into the cellar,

Mr. Weltjie, clerk of the cellars,

gave them four guineas, and a> foon

as the prince was informed of it,

bis Royal Highnefs fent them twenty

[A'J 4 guineas.
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guineas. They performed their jour-

ney, which is 1 1 1 miles, in 1 1 days,

Slid drew it all the way without any
relief.

. This evening a young
"* * French gentleman of a molt

elegant form, and genteely dreffed,

put the defperate refolution, which
he feems, by a letter found in his

pockst, to have fome time formed,
in execution, by clapping a brace
of piilols to his head, and putting

himfelf to death. On Tharfday he
came to Greenwich with a lady

of the town, as was fuppofed, and
a fervant, both of whom he dlf-

iTiilTed on the morning previous to

his committing the lulcide ; giving

his fervant his trunk, his wearing-

apparel, and other valuable con-

tents, and likcwife two valuable

watches. The reft of the day he

pafTed in fauntering about the town,
and waiting upon iome oiScers of

rank at Greenwich ; among ethers

Sir Hugh Pallifer, to whom it is

faid he offered money to be dif-

tributed among the penfioncrs,

which was politely received. He
then feemed to think his money
a burden to him, and diftributed

it, without any view to charity, as

objects prefented. To the woman
who keeps the paik gate he is faid

to have given fome gold and a bank
note, the gold fhe accepted ; the

bank note fhe returned to him,
as perhaps not knowing its value.

Meeting the ycung gentlemen of

Dr. Egan's Academy, as they

walked, he threw amongli them
eight guineas and a half. This
circiimllance being reported to the

Dodor, he was ftruck with fufpi-

cion of the intended fadt, and the

Gentleman being {ttn to enter

the Park, he difpatched one of

his afCtlants, together with a young

1789.

Gentleman, after him. They ac-
cordingly crofled him as he walked,
and entering into converfaticn, in-

vited him to take tea at the Doc-
tor's. He feemed happy to meet
with thofe who could converfe with
him, and, acknowledging the po-
litenefs of their invitation, pulled

forth a watch he had Hill remain-
ing, and forced it on the young
gentleman, requefting him to wear
it for his fake, obferving he him-
felf fliould have no further occa-
fion for it.

The Coroner's Jury fat on ,

the body of the above unfor- "°

tunate gentleman, and brought in
their verdid lunacy.

The king pronounced per-^/-,

fedly free from complaint ^ "

Si. 'Jameses, Feb. 27. By his

majcfty's command, the phyficians

report is to be difcontinued from
this day.

Fe.b. 28th. Died at Canons,

aged 25, the noted horfe EcUpJe,

who- had made the fortune of bis

mafler Count O'Selly, and furviv-

ed him about a twelvemonth. His
heart weighed 131b. which enabled

him to do uhat he did in fpeed

and exercife. He won more matches,

and covered more mares, than any

horfe of the race-breed was ever

known to have done, and his {ke-

leton is to be preferved. He was

at laft (0 worn out, as to be unable

to ftand, and was conveyed, in a

machine conib'ufted on purpofe,

from Epfom to Canons, about Mid-
fummerlaft.

Naples, Feb. — . Our court is

plunged into the greateft grief.

The fm all pox ftems particularly

fatal to the houfe of Bourbon.

Since the death of young Prince

Charles Janvier, their Majefties

have had another lofs in that of

the
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tlie young Prince Lewis, who died

lift night of the fmall-pox, aged

five months and fix days. He had

been inoculated; and had got over

eleven days from the operation

very well, but the dlforder took

a turn, and his weak conlHtution

yielded to it. Their Majefties are

very much afflifted, and to add to

their grief, one of the Royal

Princelfes is attacked with that

diforder in the natural way.

Vcu'ue, Feh. 14. The moft Se-

rene i'olo Renicr, Doge of Venice,

died lall night, aged feventy-nine

years. He was eledled to that

dignity on the icth of February,

1779-

M A R C H.

, The Court of Delegates, pur-
' fuant to adjournmt^nt, affembled

at S'.rjcant's-lnn Hall, to hear the

arguments of Counfel, and pro-

nounce judgment in the long-de-

pending caufe inflituted by Lady
Strathmcre againll Mr. Bowes, for

a divorce.

Alter MefTrs. Erfkine and Cham-
bre, as CopnTel for Mr. Eowcs,

had animadverted upon the vclumi-

iioys body of evidence in the caufe,

the Delegates confultcd for half an

hour ; after which, fentence of di-

vorce was pronounced, the fubitunce

of which was as follows

;

" That Andrew Robinfon Bcwcs,

being unmindful of his conjugal

vow, a'.id not having the ftar of

God before his eyes, did, on tr>e

feveial days and times mentioned
in the pleadings of thi-, caufe, com-
mit the feveral ads of cruelty

therein mentioned, and did alio,

on the days therein fct forth, com-
init the heinous crime of adultery.

" The Court do therefore order

and decree, that tiic faid Andre^v
Robinfon Bowes and Lady Strath-

more be divorced, and live fcpa-

ratc from each other : but that

neither of the parties marry during
the natural life of the other of
them."
The re-hearing of the caufe ,

between the fame parties, re- ^
'

fpefting the right of Lady Strath-

more to the eftates of her anceftors,

under a private deed of fettle-

ment made previous to her marri-

age with ?ylr. Bowes, came on, and
was determined by the I,ord Chan-
cellor at Lincoln's Inn HaM.
The Counfel for Lady Strath-

more, with infinite ability, fup-

ported the former decree pronoun-
ced in favour of her Ladyfliip by
Mr. Juftice Buller.

The Chancellor pronounced this

derd to be valid, and that Lady
Strachmore was confequently enti-

tled under it to the polTeflion of lier

eltates. His Lordlhip, therefore,

ordered the former decree made by
Mr. Juftice Buller to be afiinned.

Ccpcnhagcn, March 3, Laft Wed-
nefday was a day dcHined for a
tr.igical event. Some traitors had
relolved on that day to fet fire to

the Rufilan fleet, which is here

at this time ; they would at the

fame time have ruined our fleet,

if the plot had not previoufly been
difcovergd.

A ftranger, who has rcfided in

this capital for a confidc-rable time,

had bought of a Scotchman, for

12,000 lix-dollars, a fl^ip with

its whole cargo, that was anchored

near the citadel ; he gave him for

the price agreed on, a Iccond bill of
exchange, omitting that of the firll

date. This vcliel w;'."; loaded wi:h

pitch, rofin, gunpowder, and rum.

ic had been ieulcd^ thuc the ow-
ncr
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ncr was to fet fire to the above
veii'el, on the appointed day, and
to fteer it towards the Ruffian

fquadron, with a promife that he

faould have 5000 rix-dollars for

every fhip that he Tnould deftroy.

The owner, I'ufpeding i'oxnc cheat

in the bill of exchange, betrayed

the plot. He was feized, and on
Saturday night went through an in-

terrogator} , which lafted til! three

o'clock. Notwithftanding all the

fearch and the enquiries that have
been made, the ftranger is not yet

difcovered. In the mean while, the

velTsl is detaine'd.

^ J
This evening, as a very gen-

^ ' teel woman was walking along

the Strand, a man, feemingly in great

agitation, ran after her, and pulling

a razor out of his pocket, drew her

back and cut her throat. He was
inllantly apprehended, and after a

ihort examination committed to

prifon.

I The Seflions, which began
^ at the Old Bailey on Wednef-
day the 25th of February, ended,

when eight convifts received fen-

tence of death ; 33 were ordertd to

be tranfported ; 8 to be imprlfoned

in Newgate
; 9 to be whipt and dif-

charged ; and.24 to be difchargcdby

proclamation.

Previous to pafiing fenter.ce,

George Stever.fo::, who received

fentence of death in July, 1782,

and who had made his efcape, and

been at large, was brought into

Court to be identified. Mr. Aker-

man and his fervants were all pofi-

tive to his perfcn, and he was re-

manded on his former fentence.

The two gold medals, of
6th.

15 guineas each, given an-

nually bv his Grace the Duke
of Grafton, Chancellor of the

Univerfity of Cambridge, for tiie

encourageEient of cla'fiical learning.

were adjudged to Mr. Hey, of
Trinity-College, and Mr. Evans, of

Pembroke-Hall, junior Batchelors

of Arts.

Being the day appointed for ,

the King's meflage to Parlia-

ment, and an official declaration of
the complete relloration of his Ma-
jefty's health, in the morning the

bells rang in moll of the churches;

at neon the Park and Tower gun»
were fired ; the fcandard was hoift-

ed on the White Tower, and the

foldicrs in garrifon were entertained

at the expence of their colonel, the

duke of Gloucefcer.

During the day the river below
bridge diipiayed the colours of vari-

ous nations; France, Spain, Holland,

Pruffia, Rudir., Portugal, Denmark,
Sweden, Ireland, and even Ame-
rica, gave their tokens of joy, fome
with devices on their ilreamers, and
the words Lon^ li-vs the Ki?!g\n\2LroQ

capitals, either at the mall-head, or

on the bowfprit.

Of the illuminations it is im-
pOiTible to give a defcription. They
were literally general. All the in-

habitants feemed to vie with each

other v.'ho fhould give the moft

beautiful and pifturelque devices on
the occafion, and who fhould teftify

their loyalty in the moft ccnfpicuous

manner. In ihort, {o general was

the tribute of affeftion to our belov-

ed Monarch,; that, could his royal

eye have furveyed the fplendour,

and witnefi'ed exery accompanying
demonftration of gladnefs, he would

have retired with as proud feelings

as ever animated the bofom of a

King ; it was a trophy that reflefted

as much true dignity on the So-

vereign as it did honour to the feel-

ings of the nation.

This day the foreign minif- 1

ters hereafter memioned had

private audiences 0: his Majefty.l

Hisj
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His Excellency the Marquis del

Campo, Ambaffador JJ.xtraordinary

and Plenipotentiary from the Court

of Spain, to deliver his Credentials ;

the Count de Lufi, Envoy Ex-

traordinary from the King of Pruf-

fia, to take leave of his Majelty;

and the Chevalier d'Alvenilcbon,

his fucceHbr in the fame charader,

to deliver his Credentials. And
they had afterwards in the like

manner private audience cf her

Majelly.

, The woikmen employed in

^ new paving the choir of St.

George's chapel at Windfor dif-

covered a decay in the ftones which

clofed up the entrance into the vault

where Edward IV. had been de-

pofited. Two of the canons and

the furyeyor entering the vault,

viewed the royal body inclcftd in a

leaden and a wooden coffin, rcd'iced

to a fkeleton which meafured fix

feet three inches : the Ikull reclined

to the left or north fide, with a

quantity of long brown hair which

had fallen off it, but no traces

of envelope or cerecloth, nor any

rings or other infignia. A liquor

covered the bottom of the inner

coffin to the depth of about four

inches, which on examination was

fouitd to be only the moiilure which

had drained from the body. On the

King's coffin lay another of wood,

only much decayed, which contained

the Cieleton of a woman : who, from

the marks of age about the fcull,

was fuppofed to be that of his

Queen, Eliz'-ibeth Widville, who
died three years after him in

confinement at Ijermondfey Abbey,
and was probably buried with lefs

pomp. The body of his fifth

daughter Mary, who died the year

before him, and was the only perfon

of his family buried at Windfor,

was not in this vault, which from

various circumilauces appe.ired to

have been opened and plundered

atfo.me former period. On the walls

of the vault was written in chalk,

in abbreviated charaiSters of the

time, Ednvard or Ed^nardus IV. and
fcveral names of workmen or affill-

ants at the funeral.

Edward IV. died April 9, 1482,
and was buried the 18th iollowing

in this chapel, whole foundation
himfclf had laid.

The nine following male- ^ .

factors were executed before

the debtors door at Newgate, pur-
fuant to their fentence, viz. Hugh
Murphy and Chriilian Murphy,
alias Bowman, for coining ; Charles
Mcffvjnger and Tredway Pocock,
William Collard, and John Nor-
rington, for burglary

; James Grace
and Jofeph Walker, for coining,

and William Craddick, for a rob-

bery. They were brought upon the

fcaiToId about half an hour after

feven, and turned off about a quar-
ter pail eight. They behaved in a
decent manner, and feemed fully

fenfihle of their unhappy lituation.

The woman for coining was brought
out after the rell were turned off,

and fixed to a ftake and burnt,

being firll ftrangled by the llool

being taken from under iier.

Died.—Lately, at Newburgh,
aged 106, Thomas Floulcroft.

At Manheim, in his 44th year,

Charles Prince Palatine, ot Birken-
fcid, Duke of Bavaria, major-gene-
ral in the fervice of his imperial
M.jcily.

APRIL.

Bologne. There has lately been
committed in this city a moll atro-

cious and cruel murder. There
were in Bologne a beautiful

young dancer and her hulband

—

withia
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within thefe few days an Italian,

who arrived there by the Florence

coach, waited immediately on the

bcaudful dancer, and, after a mi-

nute's convcrfation, plunged his

jtiletto in her breait. VVhilll Ihe

was expiring, he attempted to blew

his own brains out, but his hand

trembling, ho fra(ftured his (liull in

a moft horrid manner, and after

lingering for fome hours, this fui-

cide and murderer died in the moft

excruciating tortures.

A molt outrageous tumult has

happened at Barcelona, in confc-

quence of the high price of bread.

On the firft ulc. a very numerous

mob began to fet fire to the town

magazines, where the corn is de-

pofr.ed. Having finifhed here, they

burnt two houlcs belonging to the

principal corn-dealers, befides feme

others.

During thefe outrages, the com-
mandant of the town. Count del

AiTalto, (hewed the utmoft modera-

tion, not wilhing to carry things

to extremities. Had he aded with

greater feverity, the deftrudion

would have been lefs, and the riot

quelled in the f.rft inflance, being

compofed merely of the rabble. His

Excellency, however, capitulated

with the rioters, and made them

every concefiion, but the more he

fcemed difpoftd to be lenient, the

more they perfillcd in fuither de-

mands.

,
Emboldened by his lenity, they

demanded a reduclion in the price

of wine and oil. This was likewife

allowed them. The mob then af-

failed the (sovernor's hcufe, but

was kept ofi" by the military. Th^y
afterwards got into the large cathe-

dral, and began founding the bells,

which drew together a number of

the country people, who joined the

rioters. In this extremity, the Go-
v'cruor ordered the military to

cppolc, which irnmediatcly put an

GISTER, 1789.

end to the riot, and the mob d'lC-

perfed.

Baycelo^ja^ Jpril 3. About 40
perfbns (among them, no doubt,

fbme innocent) taken up after the

late fedition on account of the high

price of bread, are put on board a

frigate for Carthagena, where they

mull all indifcriminatcly fuffer fla-

very.

liy a number of private accounts

received in town from Sweden, we
learn, that the whole plot by which

the Danifli navy was to be dellroyed,

has been difcovered by the con-

felfion of one of the parties con-

cerned.

Was iiTued, by the King in ,

council, a proclamation for the ^,
*

fuppreflion of riots and tumults

committed by colliers and others in

the counties of Noithuniberland and
Durham ; and for apprehending and
bringing to julHce the perfons who
have commuted, or fhall commit,

the fame. At Long Bruton colliery

a number of pitnien allembled on
the loth of March, and malicioufly

damaged and deliroyed ieveral en-

gines for drawing coals, ?ind fet fire

to a pit belonging to the fame

colliery, which continued on fire two
whole days, totheimmenfe damage
of the proprietors. The rioters pro-

ceeded likewife on the lame day to

damage and deiboy the engines, £;c.

of oihcr collieries. Now thi'? procla-

mation ftridly enjoins al! jullices of

the peace, iherili's, and all other

civil ofhcers whatfoever, to ufe their

utmofl endeavours for difcovering

and apprehending the perfons con-

cerned in the laid outrages ; and

promifes further, that if any perfon,

concerned in the faid outrages, fhall

difcover any other perfon guilty of
the fame offences, on or before the 3d
of June next, fo that he may be con-

vided thereof, fuch difcoverer fhall

receive his Majcify's pardon, and a

rewaid cl Fiiiv Pounds, to be

paid
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!Oth.

:+th.

paid by the commifiioners of the

Tieafury, without any lurcher war-

rant in that behalf.

Oil the fame day a proclamation

was iflued for a general thankfijiv-

ing throughout England and Wales,

and the town of Berwick upon
T*eed, for his Majerty's recovery ;

and a like proclamation for Scotland,

to take place on the 2.3d inllant*.

An order was fent to Ireland for

the fame purpofe.

On the 15th inltant, the beau-

tiful and much- admired wood,

known by the name of Brayton

Barff", near Selby, in Yorkfiiire,

was difcovered to be on hre, and,

notwithrtanding the affirtance of the

lire-engines from Selby, and the

whole force of the country, it is

faid to have been burnt down. The
trees were valued at 5000I. It was
fet on (ire by the carelefsnefs of a far-

mer in burning weeds ciofe to it.

. , Jn the evening her Majefty,
^ ' accompanied by the Priucefles

Auguita and Elizabeth, went to Co-
vent Garden Theatre. On her

Maielly's entering the box, the

theatre thundered applaufe. Her
Majelly fenfibly felt the congratula-

tions. When feated, the ordinary

curtain was drawn up, and difcover-

ed a fplendid drop-cloth, difplaying

his MajclH's arms fuperbly em-
blazoned, having a fcroll over it,

with the words Long live the
KiNc;, and another underneath,

M A V T H F. King live tor e v t r .

Two cherubs fupported the lower

Icroll, waving wreaths of laurel over
it. The whole painting was deco-
rated with a rich foliage of rofes

and myrtle furrounding it. Its un-

expci^cd difplay added confiderably

10 tlic elFed.

' For a particular ar'-ount of his Majeily''. urotJllon to St. Piuls, on that dky,
ii-c til.- Aj'ptfUvlix tn l\c: CiiJOiiiijic.

in

Mr. Banniller, with the principal

fingers belonging to the theatre,

then came forwards, who were join-

ed in the fong of God /ave tie King

by the whole audience, and encored

a firft, fccond, and third time; with

which her Majelly was fo iraprefied,

that fhe fned tears of joy.

This evening Gen. Con-
way's elegant comedy of Falfe

Appearances was prefentcd to the

public, and received with the war-

me!l applaufe. The epilogue, writ-

ten by Gen. Burgoyne, was much
admired.

A general and fplendid illu-

mination took place through-

out all London and Weftminfter; of

which, though nearly all the pub-

lic buildings, and many private

houfes, well deferve to be record-

ed, the Bank of England was the

moft confpicuous.

Died near 100 years of age, John
Hammond, gardener, the oldcft

freeman and inhabitant of Maid-
llone.

At Galfvvhey, near Rippon, co.

York, in his 109th year, W'hi. Prei>,

who worked as a labourer at Stud-

ley-park till within thefe ten years.

He has left a widow and eigne

children, the eldeil of which is ia

her SSth year, and the youngelt 16.

M A Y.

Letters

dated the

from
25th

Fv'irt St. George,
of Oc>obf.% itite

the death of the Ameer ul Om-
rah, fecor.d fon and Minifler of

his HighneG the Nabob of Arcot.

'i'he .Ameer having for miay
years paft acted a principal p.-.rt
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in the politics of the Durbar, many
chaii£[Ca will probably be occafion-

ed by this event. The Ameer
was about 4.0 years of age. Cap-

tain General of his father's army,

and Prime Minifter.

Venice, May i. On Wednefday
evening a courier arrived here

with difpatches from the Bailo at

Conftantinople to the Senate, ac-

quainting them with the fudden

death of Abdul Hamid, the Otto-

man Emperor, which happened on

the 7th of April, without any vi-

fible previous illnefs. He was born

the 20th of March, 1725, and

afcended the Ottoman throne on

the2iftof January, 1774, ^7 '^he

name of Achmet the Fourth. He
is fucceeded by his nephew Selim

the third.

Dublin-Cajile, May 5, Letters

Patent have been pafTed under the

Great Seal of this Kingdom, in

purfuance of his Majelty's com-

mands, conftituting and appoint-

ing the Mod: Rev. Father in God,

Robert l.ord Archbilliop of Dublin,

the Right Hon. Hugh Carleton,

Chief Juftice of the Court of Com-
mon-Pleas, and Sir Samuel Blad-

ftreet, bart. one of the jufticesof

the Court of King's Bench, to be

commiflioners for the keeping of the

Great Seal of Ireland.

The long-expeded batile

between Humphreys and

Mendoza took place on Wednef-

day at Stilton. A fpacious am-

phitheatre was eredled, for the pur-

pofe of feeing this contell, in the

park of Mr. Thornton. It con-

iiiled of an ereftion of feats round

a fpace of forty-eight feet in cir-

cumference, raifed one above a-

r.ocher, and capable of holding

between two and three thoufand

perfous. About that numbof of

6th.

holder,

umpire,

entered

tended

fpeflators were prefent ; the high-

eft feat was removed at the dif-

tance of eighteen feet from the

ground, and every man could fee

the combat clearly and diftin^tly.

Between one and two o'clock

Humphreys appeared on the turf,

accompanied with Johnfon as his

fecond, and a perfon, whofe name
we did not learn, as his bottle-

and Mr. Coombs as his

Mendoza foon afterwards

the field of adion, at-

by his fecond Captain

Brown, his bottle-holder Ryan, and
his umpire Sir Thomas Appryce.

They ftripped, and fetting to, the

feconds retired to the feparate cor-

ners ot the inclofure, according to

the previous agreement of both

parties. After a conteft of an hour

and a quarter, Mendoza was de-

clared conqueror.

AiS Ward the boxer, with others

of the fraternity, was travelling

on the Lincoln ftage to affift at

the boxing-match between Hum-
phreys and Mendoza at Stilton ;

while the coach baited at the Black

Horfe, Enfield-highway, he was
challenged by one Swain, a black-

fraith of Enfield, who was always

forward on fuch occafions. After

feveral blows exchanged on both

fides, Swain gave out, and retreat-

ed to the bar of the houfe. The
other purfued him, and gave him
two blows, which inftantly difpatch-

ed him. Ward and his compani-

ons made the beil of their way to

London, but were ftopt in a poft-

chaife, and committed to prifon.

The coroner's jury divided in their

verdict, ni>^e deeming it manjlaugh-

ler and feven murder ; on which

Ward was not admitted to bail,

and the parties were bound to at-

tend at the Old Bailey.
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Paris, May 7. On Tuefday laft,

about twelve o'clock at noon, his

Majclly opened the Affembly of the

States General, by a fpeech from

the Throne, which was received

with loud acclamations. The Queen
was feated near the King, on his

left hand ; Monfieur, and the Comte
d'/'\rtois, at a fmall diftance on the

right ; Madame, and Madame Eli-

zabeth, (his Majefly's fillers) to-

gether with Mefdames Vidloire and

Adelaide, (his Majelly's aunts) on

the left hand behind the Queen.

The other Princes of the Blood,

with fome Dukes and Peers, were

alfo on the tight; the Marfhals of

France, with others of the fame
rank, were on the left : the Garde
des S^eaux was alfo on the left, and

the other great officers of ilate were

on the right of the throne. The
Due d'Orleans, wlio is the only

{'rince of the Blood chcfen Deputy
to the States General, took his

feat as fuch aniongft the nobility.

The Miniftcrs were feated clofe

under the platform on which the

throne was placed. As foon as his

Majelty had finifned his /peech,

the Garde des S^eaux and Monfieur

Necker addreff^d his Majelly and
the Aflembly ; and at about four

o'clock in the afternoon the King
rofe from his feat, and adjourned

the meeting to the following day.

Came on to be heard before the

Judges of the Couri of Common
Pleas, and a very refpcftsble fpe-

cial jury of the county of Norfolk,

the important caufe refpedting the

right of the Citizens of London
to an exemption of the payment
of Exchange tolls, and all other

culloms, upon the exportation of

goods from any town in England
;

anJ whether thofe Citizens pofielT-

eJ that privilege refpc^ing goods

exported from the Port of Lynn,
who were not refident therein. The
Recorder of London opened tke

caufe. He faid, he fliould prove
the right of the Citizens by pre-

fcription, by charters, and by the

tcftimony of the witncfles. This
it appears he did, to the fatisfac-

tion of the jury, as they found
a verdidl for the citizens of Lon-
don.

The long-contefted cafe re- „ ,

fpedling the Accon-;inodation

Notes, by which fo many hundred
thoufand pounds have been locked

up in the bankers' hands for fe-

veral months pall, was yefterdav

determined in the Court of King's

Bench. It was introduced by a
demurrer to evidence brought fbr-

;ward at the fitting in Guildhall.

The caufe was that of Tatlock
•verjus Harris. The former was
the bona fide holder of an accom-
modation note. Harris was in this

cale both drawer and acceptor. It

was made payable to Grigfon and
Co. who, as it now hppears, are

names merely fidlitious. it bore
their endoriement, and alfp that

of Lewis and Potter; by the lat-

ter of whom it was paid to the

plaintiff for a valuable confulcra-

tion.

The queftion was, whether the

plaintiff was not to derive his tiiie*

by proving the hand writing of
the firft indorfer.

The Judges were of opinion, th.it

the bona fide holders of thc'.e note->,

and who have taken them for a

valuable confidcration, are entitled

to recover the amount, in all in-

ItancLs, from the perfons from
whom they were adually receiv-

ed.

Judgment was therefore given for

the plainlilF.

14th.
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14th.
Was held the Anniverfary

meeting of the Sons of" the

Clerc^y, which was refpeftably and

nuracioally attended. The collec-

tion at St. Paal's, at the rehearfal

of the niulic, on the 12th, amount-

ed to — £. 208 i3 6

On the- 14th - - 275 5 o
At Merchant Tay-

lor's Hall - - 624 II I

Total - 1 108 14 7
, The king has ben pleafed

" ' to grant to his moft dearly

beloved Ton, Prince William Henry,

and to his heirs male, lawfully be-

gotten, the dignities of Duke of the

kingdom ef Great Britain, and of

Earl in Ireland, by the names,

ftyles, and titles of Duke of Cla-

rence and of St. Andrew's in Great

Britain, and Earl of Manlier in

Ireland. Gu%.

The Royal afieat was given by
commiffion to 36 public and pri-

vate bills ; among which were, an

adt for repealing the {hop tax zSt ;

another for fufpending the zCi of

laft fcffions for the better fecuring

the rights of perfons qualified to

\ote at Eleftions ; and a third to

enable his Majefty to auth.orize the

importation of provifions from thp

United States of America into the

Province of Qncbec ; a fourth for

defraying the charge of the Militia;

the reil v/ere ads for particular pur-

pofes of Roads, Churches, cvC.

J This day jamcs Robinfon,

William Kobinion, and Ri-

chard Frookc, Eiquires, jullices of

the peace for the Tower Hamlets,

were brought up for juigment, for

difcharging Charles Banniiler, Wil-

liam Palmer, Sic. who had been

cnmniittcd as rogues and vaga-

bond?, for afting plays, &c. at the

P.oyalty Theatre, and imprifoned

14 days. Mr. Juftice Alluirll pro-

nounced the fentence of the Court,

which was, that each of the defend-

ants fhould-pay a fine of lool. and
be imprifoned till it was paid.

A difpute lately happened ,

between the duke of York, '

and colonel Lenox (nephew and
heir to the duke of Richmond)
which terminated yellcrday in a

duel. This difpute originated ia

an obfervation of his royal high-

nefs, namely, that ' colonel Lenox
had heard words fpokcn to him at

the club at Daubigny's, to which
no gentleman ought to have fab-

mitted.' This obfervation being
reported to the colonel, he took

the' opportunity, while his royal

highnefs was on the parade, to

addrefs him, defiring to know,
what were the words which he had
fubmirted to hear, and by whom
they were fpoken. To this his roy-

al highnefs gave n:> other aafvver

then, than by ordering the colonel

to his poft. The parade being over,

his royal highnefs went into the or-

derly room, and fending for the

colonel, intimated to him, in the

prefence cf all the officers, that

he defired to derive no protefiion

from his rank as a prince, and his

ifation as commanding ofiicer; but

that, when not on duty, he wore
a brown coat, and was ready, as a

private gentleman, to give the co-

lonel fatibfadion. After this decla-

ration, coldnel Lenox wrote a cir-

cular letter xo every member of the

club at Daubigny's, requeiling to

know whether any fuch words had

been ufed to him, and appointing

lall Monday for an anfwer from

each : their filence to be confi-

dered as a declaration that no fuch

words could be recolleded. On the

expiraiion of the term limited for

f an
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an anfwer to his circular letter,

the colonel fent a written meflage

to his royal highnefs, to this pur-

port :
" That not being able to

recolledl any occafion on which

words had been fpoken to him at

Daubigny's to which a gentleman

ought not to fubmit, he had taken

the ftep which appeared to him the

mod likely to gain information of

the words to which his royal high-

nefs had alluded, and of the per-

fon who had ufed them ; that none

of the members of the Club had

given him information cf any fuch

infult being in their knowledge

;

and therefore he expefted, in juf-

tice to his charadler, that his royal

highnefs ihould contradifl the re-

port as publicly as he. had affened

it." This letter was delivered to

his royal highnefs on Monday by
the earl of VVir.chelfea ; when the

anfwer returned not proving fatif-

fa(flory, a mefTage was fent to his

royal highnefs defiring a meeting,

and the time and place were fet-

tled that evening.

To preclude the unfounded repre-

fentations which may be propagated

refpecting an affair that took place

this day, the fcconds think it necef-

fary to give the following authen-

ticated account :

—

In confequence of a difpute of

which much has been faid in the

public papers, his Royal Highnefs
the Duke of York, attended by
Lord Rawdon,—and Lieutenant-

Colonel Lenox, accompanied by
the Earl of Winchelfea, met at

Wimbledon common. The ground
was meafurcd at twelve paces, and
both parties were to fire upon a fig-

nal agreed upon. The fignal being
given, Lieutenant-Colonel Lenox
Hred, and the ball grazed his

Royal Highnefs's curl. The Duke
©f York did not fire. Lord Raw-
VoL.XXXI.

[i09

don then interfered, and faid,
" That he thought enough had
been done." Lieutenant-Colonel
Lenox obferved, " That his Royal
Highnefs had no: fired." Lord
Rawdon faid, *'^It was not the
Duke's intention to fire ; his Royal
Highnefs had coYne out upon Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Lenox's defire, to
give him fatisfat'tion, and had no
animofity againll him." Lieute-
nant-Colonel Lenox preffed that the
Duke of York Ihould fire, which
was declined upon a repetition of
the reafon. Lord Winchelfea thea
went up to the Duke of York,
and exprefled his hope, '" that his

Pvoyal Highnefs could have no ob-
jection to iay, he confidered Lieu-
tenant Colonel Lenox as a man of
honour and courage;" his Royal
Highnefs replied, *' that he fliouli

fay nothing; he had come out to

give Lieutenant-Colonel Lenox fa-

tisfaction, and did not mean to
fire at him ; if Lieutenant-Colonel
Lenox was' not fatisfied, he might
fire again." Lieutenant-Colonel
Lenox faid, " he could not poflibly

fire again at the Duke, as his Royal
Highnefs did not mean to fire ac

him."
On this, both parties left the

ground. The feconds think it pro-
per to add, that both parties be-
haved with the moft perfedl cool-

nefs and intrepidity.

(Signed) RAWDON.
WINCHELSEA.

Tue/Jay Enje)::f:g, May 26, 1789,
A meeting of the officers ^ .

of the Coldftream regiment, ^^'' '

on the requifition of Colonel
Lenox, to deliberate on a quef-

tion which he had fubmitted,
'* Whether he had behaved in

the late difpute as became a
gcntleftian nnd an officer?" took

place yefterday cicrning ; and, after

[ O ] a con-
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a confiJerable dlicufiion, adjourned

to Ciiis day ; when, having renewed

the Tubjeft, they came to the fol-

lowing Refolution :

*« It is the opinion of the Cold-

ftream Regiment, that Jubfequent to

the 15th of May, the day of the

meeting at the Orderly Room, Lieu-

tenant Colonel Lenox has behaved

with courage ; buC, from the pecu-

liar difficulty of his fuualion, not

with judgment."

Di£i><—Lately, at Corbally, in

Ireland, aged 102, John Flannagan.

At Stockholm, of an apopledic

fit, in hisySch year. Senator Count

xlopken.—He had been prime Mi-
niiier from 1752 to 17&1 ; and to

him is owing the ,eftabliihment of

the A<;ademy of Sciences in that

capital.

^, , At Paris, the Count de Sars-
* field, great grandfon of the

jjailant Gen. S. who fo greatly dif-

tiuguiflied himfelf at the fiege of

Limerick, by intercepting the bat-

tering artillery and ammunition

deftined to fupport that fiegc.'

—

Prom his lilier is defcended the pre-

fent Lord Lufan, who, when he was

raifed to the peerage, made choice

of that tide. There is ftill in France

a nobleman defcended from the great

SarsfielJ, who bears the title of earl

of Lucan.

JUNE.

On Monday the ift of June,

the monument at Kelbcarn, to the

laemcry of George Buchanan, the

Scots Hiftorian and Poet, was fi-

niftied ; and, though in height 107

feet, no accident whatever attend-

ed tlie eredtion.

Mr. Whaley arrived about this

time in Dublia, from his journey

X

to the Holy land, confiderabiy with-
in the limited time of twelve

months. The wager laid on the

performance of that expedition wis
£. 20,000.

The above wager, however
whimfical, is not without a pre-

cedent. Some years ago, a baro-

net of fome fortune in the North
laid .1 conliderable wager that he
would go to Lapland, bring home
two females of that country, and
two rein-deer, in a given time.

He performed the journey, and ef-

fefted his purpofe in every refpedf.

The Lapland women lived with
him for about a year, but having
a vviih to go back to their own
country, the baronet very generouf-

ly furnifned them with means and
money.

Oxford, June lo. This day was
agitated a propofition for reducing

the time requifue for a Dodlorate

in the civil law to the fiandard

of the filler univerfity, by making
it eleven inftead of twelve years.

This queftion, when brought for-

ward on the 25th ult. was quaflied

by the fingle negative of the Vice
Chancellor, not from any averfion

to the principle, but to the form
in which it was then propofed.

It was this day refumed in a
form lefs objectionable ; and, after

one fpeech in fupport of it, and
another on the oppofite fide of the

queftion, a fcrutiny (anfwering in

fubftance to a parliamentary divi-

fion) was demanded by the latter

fpeaker : the confequcnce of which
was a confiderable majority in fa-

vour of the propofed redu6lion.

William Ward, the boxer, ,

was tried at the Old Bailey, for
'^

the murder of Edwin Swaine, black-

fmith, at Enfield (fee p. 206), and
found guilty of manflaughter only ;

to be fined one fhilling, and im-

prifoned
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prifoned 3 months : there being

no evidence from whence to infer

adlual mnlice, or whether the death

of the party happened from the

blow that was actually given, or

whether, from any extraordinary

exertion, he might not have died of

an apoplexy, or in a fit, or by

breaking a blood-vefTcl.

June 9. A very curious experi-

ment was tried, that of proving

how far an entire copper veflel

would anfwer the purpofe of fail-

ing. Mr. Williams, a joint pro-

prietor of the great copper mines,

was the projector—and a very

numerous party attended the ex-

periment.

It was launched at Deptford,

and promifes to anfwer every pur-

pofe for which it was deJigned.

Should it do fo entirely, it will

prove a very fmgular advantage

to the Britilh navy.

^hefcllonuing intelligence nvas brought

by a gentleman nvho ivas in Cape

T'civn, at the Cape ef Good Hope,

in April lajl.

*' Laft February, a drummer,
who had deferted fixieen years from
the Dutch fervice, furrendered him-
felf to the governor of the Cape,
foliciting his pardon on the truth

of this ftory.—That he had i'cen

two European ladies, who were
then adually exifting with the Hot-
tentots in the interior parts of the

country, and that, with a proper

force, he' would engage to recover

them. The humanity of the Go-
vernor, which llione fo confpicu-

oufly on a former unfuccefsful fcarch

for the unfortunate perfons that

were mifling by the wreck of the

Grofvenor, was immediately ex-

cited. He inllantly difpatched 400
loldiers, with 15 or 16 n.itive3, who

were confcquently perfeftly ac-

quainted with the manners and lan-

guage of the Hottentots, in order

to accomplilh the releale of thefe

ladies from their wretched ftate of
favage^cxillcnce. Thefe two ladies

being delcribed, are fuppofed to be
fome of the pafi'engers who were call

on Iho.-e when the above ftiip was
loll. The party had not returned,

wh.en the Kent Indiaman left the

Cape. The drummer is with the

party, as a priloner, and expeSs
pardon on his proving the veracity

of what he has advanced as above
ftatcd."

June 18. Laft night, betwixt
the hours of ten and eleven, the

Opera Koufe was diicovered to be
on fire, which, before any afliftance

could be procured, was entirely

coniumed.

About ten o'clock on Wednefday
evening, the dancers were praftiiing

a dance, when fuddenly feveial

globes of fire were feen to droD
from the upper part of the build-

ing. The appearance was fo terri-

fic, that the women made their

eicape in the linen jackets which
they wear in praftiiing, and without

waiting for their ufual drcffes.—

Their Ipeed was not too precipitate,

for in a very few minutes the

whole of the buiiding was in one
general blaze. The trcalury cheft,

in which there were eight hundred
pounds, was faved— lo were the

books—every thing elle of value

was totally deltroyed. Five houfes

in Market-lane are entirely dellroy-

ed, as are the ftables of the White
Horfe Inn. y
The blaze, which, from the vaft

quantity of materials coniumed,
was an objeft of amazement to

the metropolis, was increafed, not

only by a large room full of mufic

[ ] 2 papcrsj
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papers, but by a large quantity

of wines depofited in the cellars by

a friend of the manager. The
latter, when the fiame reached them,

gave birth to a column of fire of

particular brilliancy. I'hofe who
approached the conflagration from

the eaftern part of the city had

a profpeft tremendouily beautiful.

The night being perfeflly calm,

the flame rofe in a fpira.l column to

an extraordinary height, when it

took a dire(!tion horizontal to the

earth, and feparated into a num-
ber of fiery clouds, that moved
llowly through the atmofphere to-

ward the fouth-eaft. St. Paul's crofs

reflefted the light with the moft

refulgent brightnefs, and the whole

weilern front of the cathedral was

as minutely vifible in every part

as at noon day. At a diltance

St. Bride's fpire had the ap-

pearance of a pyramid of livid

fire ; the effect was nearly the

fame on the fpires of St. Cle-

ment's, the New Church, St. Mar-
tin's, and other churches.

Manchejler, June 19. This mor-

ning betwixt twelve and one o'clock,

a moft terrible fire broke out in the

Theatre Royal in this town, which

fpread with fuch amazing rapidity

over the whole building, that by

the time the engines were afi'em-

bled, it was fcarcely polfible to

oppofe it U'ith any profpcft of

fuccefs.

Oxford, June 30. About four

o'clock in the morning, an uncom-

mon Ihock, attended with a violent

rufhing noife, was felt at St. Mary
Magdalen's college, and en the

other fide of the water, occafioned,

as it afterwards appeared, by the

falling of the venerable oak which

Itood at the entrance into the Wa-

ter-walk, and had for many ages,

by its magnitude and antiquity,

attraded the admiration of Itran-

gers. Its dimenfions were as fol-

low :

In girth — z I feet 9 inches.

Height — 71 feet 8 inches.

Cubic contents 754 feet.

The capacious trunk, for more than

nine feet from the ground, was

reduced to a perfetl fhell ; but up-

wards the tree feemed to be in

full vigour of vegetation, though
it had long been kept from falling

by two or three roots, fcarcely fo

large as a two-inch cable, and thofe

at laft reduced to dull. With fuch

fiender fupport, it is wonderful that

it Ihould fo long have repelled the

llorms which at diferent times have

torn up huge elms in the adjacent

grove, many generations of which

it has feen pafs away. Dr. Stuke-

ley, in 1724, fpeaking, in his Iti>.

nerarium Curiofum, of Magdalen
college, fays, *• The old oak is

yet left, nigh which he [the foun-

der] ordered his college to be

buik." Now the college was found-

ed in 1448 ; and we mull conclude

that a tree had fomething peculiar

in its fize or its age, to make it an
objeift of attraflion on fuch an oc-

cafion. The founder direfted the

boundary on the north to be near

the great oak. But they, who are

at all acquainted with our ancient

forefts, will not think it incredi-

ble, that an oak, of fufficient im-
portance to attract Williaih Wayn-
flete's attention, Ihould boall of re-

ceiving in its green old age a vifit

from George the Third. Its anti-

quity has indeed been afcertained

with tolerable accuracy, by the

ufual method of counting the num-
ber of circular lines in the grain,

each of which is a mark of an-

nual
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nnal growth in all fpecies of timber.

Hence it appears, that this oalc

has been increafing for upwards of

fix centuries ; and probably might
have reared its romantic branches

to diftant ages, but that it evi-

dently had been injured as far

back as the reign of Charles 11.

when the prefent walks were laid

out; " a Icheme which," accord-

ing to the prophetic witticifm of

Dan. Purcell, •* confined fo much
in damniiig z.x\\ Jinking, that it muit

be productive of mifchief."—For-

tunately this old tree fell into the

meadow; had it fallen towards the

river and the walk, it mult have

cccafioned much damage.
The altar-piece at New college

is now relloring, under the direc-

tion of Sir J. Reynolds and Mr.
Wyatt. It was well known, that

the whole call end of the chapel

was ordered by Horne bifliop of

Wincherter, in the early part of

Queen Elizabeth's reign, to be

completely hid, by plaillering it

up ; and in the operation, where
any parts projected beyond their

proper level, they cut all even.

A few years fince a imall open-

ing was made, which prefented.

fuch an elegant fpecimen, that the

Sociecy have now opened the whole,

and purpofe to have it refiored.

The colour is light-blue and gold.

It is opened with great care. The
images were all demolifhed- What
remains is Gothic work, and up to

the ceiling, with the niches empty.
The bottom row has good fculp-

ture of the nativity, &c. ; the li-

gures about a fcale of nine inches-

The excellive heavy rains during

feveral days, in the two lalt weeks
of June, by accounts from various

parts of the kingdom, feem 10

have fallea alinoll univerfally, and

in fome places have done confi-

derable damage.
On Sunday evening June 21,

Dorothy Shuttlewood, a young wo-
man of Sileby, Leicefterfhire, was
unfortunately ftruck dead by a flalli

of lightning in her dwelling houfc,

juft at the time Ihe was pailing to

a cupboard by the fide of the

iire-place to take out an hymn
book.—An iron crane projetSing

from the chimney, clofe to whicn
the poor girl paffed, it is fup-

pofed, attracled the lightning.

On the 23d, William ijnell of

Scotbern, near Lincoln, had a

cow ftruck dead by lightning. A
cow, the property of Mr. Charles

Beard, was killed by the lightning

the fame evening in the Monks
Leare, near this city. She had ta-

ken fhelter under a tree, to which
circuRiilance the misfertane may be
attributed.

During a violent ftorm of thun-

der and lightning on June 24, a

large quantity of ekttric fluid en-

tered the houfe of Mr. Holmes,
Attorney at Law, in Eaji Retford

t

by the chimney, and palTing through

the front attics, part burlt through

the ftaircafe window, and iliatter-

ed it all in pieces. Another part

was attra<fled by the bells and
bell-wires, and entered the cham-
bers. The bed in Mr. Holmes's

lodging room was fhivered into

fplinters, from thence the fire de-

fcended through the floor into the

common dining parlour, where thre«

fervants were fitting. It was there

condudted by the bell-wire into the

kitchen, and though it confiderably

broke and tore the windows and
furniture, yet no pcrfcn was in

the lealt injured. The fervants

were all Itruck do^vn, one of them

having a child in her arms. In the

[ ] 3 kitchen
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kitchen the fluid paffed from the

bell to the pevvier-cafe, and I'pent

its force there, every piece of

pewter which was in contaft with

another being melted, and adher-

ing I'ke folder to the other. In

the front chair" her it alfo Ihivered

the bedftead into fplinters, and
from thence defcended through the

floor into the front parlour, where

its force was fp^nt. The bricks

were driven to a confiderable dif-

tance from the chimney upon the

adj Mning buildings, and did great

niilchief to the roofs. ]VIr. Holmes's

gates were likewife injured, but

providentially, thuugh all the fa--

mily (except Mr. Holmes) were in

the houfe, no lives were loft.

At Oundle, on the 25th, a mcH:

remarksble whirlwind happened,

whereby great numbers of trees

were Itript of their branches, and
broke in half, and even corn up

by their roots. In the yard and
orchard of Mr. Gutvidge, feil-

monger, iive trees were torn up

by the roots, a great number broke

jn the half; the I'heep ftcins ap-

peared in the air like paper, fly-

ing nearly out of fight, three cart-

loads of which were gathered up
at more than a quarter of a mile

diftance ; three of the fkins were

lodged at the top of a very high

tree, more than a .hundred yards

from the pin- fome cloth, which

lay out bleaching^ was torn from

the grourid anJ carried almolt out

of light, it was iound more than

a quarter of a mile diftant ; and
it is fuppofcd 10 have done about

80I damage on this euaie ; a fhort

bu', very heavy bridge in the pa-

rifli of Barnwell was torn up in a

very rem-iikable manner ; at Barn-

well, two miles from Oundle, the

fpire fleeple had the table ftone

cut in half, the fouth fide of

which was took away ; on the

north fide the lead was torn off

the church, and the eaft windovv

broken to pieces ; fome houfes were

ftripped, and a barn blown down ;

a waggon and cart were taken from

under a hovel and driven to a con-

fiderable diilance, the waggon was

broke to pieces ; feveral people

were took off their feet and drove

to a great diftance; fome other

triflinn: damage has been done to

trees and hedges in its way ; but

what renders this moft remarkable

is, though it can be traced from

fouth to north (which was the di-

redion it took for near ten miles),

it did not exceed two hundred

yards in breadth.

Li'verpool, June2'^. The damage
done by the lightning, that has

come to our knowledge, are, a

barn at Eomby, fet on fire, but

foon exringuiflaed ; a horfe killed

in a field near Everton ; two gen-

tlemen at a houfe in St. Nicho-

las' church-yard, while ai dinner,

were afFeded in their fingers as

if eleftrified ; and a cow killed at

May-place, the feat of Richard

Savage, Efq.

On the 27th, about one o'clock,

they had at Sheffield feveral tre-

mendous claps of thunder, accom-

panied by vivid and repeated

flafhes of ii' htning, one of which

had the awful and inftantaneous

ilrefl of killing a man and horfe

on the moor near this town. The
lightning entered his head, and

proceeding downwards penetrated

through the faddle, making a hole

about the fize of a bullet.

At Bcddendcn, on the 21ft of

June, they had a moft tremendous

llorm of rain, with thunder and

lightning, remarkably vivid, by

which the trunk of a large oak

tree was rent from top to bottom,

the
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the branches broken, the bark en-

tirely ftripped ofF, and pans of

the tree driven to the diltance

of more than an hundred yards.

No lives were loft, but -many peo-

ple felt the efFedts of the eledlncal

ftiock.

On June 27, Liverpool was again

vifited by a furious thunder-ftorm,

by which many houfes were dama-
ged. At the Town fide Mill the

lightning (hivered the upper Ihaft,

and pafling down the fack-chain,

killed a girl of twelve years old.

7"his ftorm, which laftcd only a

quarter of an hour, filled the whole

town with terror.

The fame day, about three in the

afternoon, a fimilar ftorm came on

at Glafgo^M, with repeated peals

of thunder, and, what mnde it

itill more awefui, an uncommon
darknefs oblcured the atmofphere

for more than half an hour. The
llofm abated foon after four, but

in the evening it began again to

rain, and fo continued all night.

The lightning fell on the farm
houfe of Kilmondenny, finged fonri'e

blankets on a bed there, but hurt

nobody.

At IVhitehaveii heavy rains have

fallen daily, more or lefs, for fome
time ; and at Birmingbr.?n and its

neighbourhood the inundations have

confiderably hurt the hay and
corn.

In the neigiibourhood of Hereford

the conliant rains about the middle

of June not only fpoiled the clo-

ver that was cut, but threatened

more ferious damages. The rivers

Wye and Lug laid their low mea-
dows under water, by which the

neighbourhood of that city was

principally fupplied with hay.

On the 28th of June, in the

county oi Ar?!iagh, the moft violent

iicrm of hail came on ever re-

membered in Ireland. It proceed-

ed in a N. W. dire^ion from

Tynan to Newtown Hamilton,

accompanied by extremely vivid

flafhes of lightning and tremendous

claps of thunder. The hail-ftones

were in fad large pieces of ice,

feveral of which, being meafured

after the ftorm, proved three inches

in circumference, and remained

undiflblved for many hoars. This

phenomenon, which extended about

half a mile only in breadth, de-

ftroyed every thing within its com-

pafs, by which many farmers have

been ruined.

Died.—At the Maefe of Killin,

in his 80th year, the Rev. Mr.James

Stuart. He was the firft who be-

gan the tranftation of the Bibl&

into the Gaelic language, which

has, in the fucceflion, been con-

tinued by his fon, the minifter of

Luf, and his fon-in-law, the mi-

nifter of Elair in Athol, as alfo

by Dr. Smith, minifter of Campel-

ton.

The Rev. James Ramfay, M. A.

vicar of Tefton, in Kent, whole

indefatigable labours have fo emi-

nently diftinguiftied him among,

and endeared him to, the friends

of the Africans.

JULY.

This evening, in confe-
^^^

auence of fome exprcfiions

refleaing on the charader of

Lieutenant Colonel Lenox, pub-

liflied in a pamphlet, with the

name of Theophilus Swift, Efq;

Golonel Lenox called on Mr.

Swifr, and demanded fatisfadtion

:

They met at live o'clock yef-

terday afternoon, in a fteld near

the Uxbridge road; attended by

[0] +
Sir



ii6] ANNUAL REGISTER, 1789.

Sir William Auguflus Browne, and the month of Jane laft, and got faf*

Lieutenant Colonel Fhipps. A to England, is a Peer of Jreland*

pillol was exchanged on each fide, and head of the noble family of

Ten paces were meafurcd by the fe- SkefFington. His Lordfhip, in his

conds, and it was agreed that Colonel early days, figured very coni'plcu-

Lenox (hould fire iirrt. The par- oufly in the walks of fafhion.

ties having taken their ground. When making the grand tour.

Colonel Lenox aflced if Mr. Swift foon after his coming into poffef-

was ready ?—On his aniwering fion of his family titles and eftates,

that he was. Colonel Lenox fired, his Lordfliip unfortunately at Paris

and the ball took place in the became acquainted with a native

body of Mr. Swift, whofe piftol, of Tripoli in Syria, who, from his

on his receiving the wound, went artful lophiftry, prevailed upon the

off without effed. The parties noble Lord to co-operate with

then quitted the ground. him in a plan he had formed of

It is but jullice to add, that fupplying the kingdom of France

totli gentlemen behaved with the with the article of fait, to be

utmoft degree of coolnefs and in- brought from the coalls of Syria;

irepidity. Mr. Swift has fince and held out fuch apparent ad-

jecovered from his wound. vantages to be derived therefrom,

J Several of the principal as induced the credulous young
^ Corn Fadlors attended, by the nobleman to enter into engage-

defire of Mr. Pitt, in Downing- ments for the payment of fuch iums

flreet, to ftate how far the appli- of money as might be neccfiary

cation from France, for a fupply for theaccomplifhment of the objeft.

of 2o,oqo facks of flour, might In a very fliort time after, the Syrian

be complied with, without injury adventurer let fail for Tripoli, and

to this country. Thefe gentlemen returned to Paris in due courfe of
were clearly of opinion, that though time, with fuch flattering accounts

the demand did not exceed the of the fuccefs of the expedition, as

confumption of one week in this led Lord Mafl'arcene to plunge him-
rnetropolis, yet, the uncertainty felf into thofe calamities vvhich have

of the feafon, and other circum- proved the bane ofthe comforts which

fiances confidered, it mull, if com- from his noble birth he hadajuft
plied v/ith, for a ftiort time ad- right to exped. After being fome
vance the price of grain. years confined in the Grand Chate-

In confequence of this report, let at Paris, in a moft unpleafant

Government Iiave given the French fituation to a man of any rank in

Ambafl^ador for anfwer, that they li.^e, the natural love of liberty

could not with prudence permit fo far prevailed as to lead his

the exportation of zo,ooo facks Lordfliip to lay a plan for his ef-

of flour applied for, without in- cape to his native country ; but

jury to the country at large, and the carriage which was waiting

particularly to the farther burthen for his reception was kept fo long

ofthe poorer part ofthe comma- hovering about the prifon, that it

nity. caufed fufpicion among the gaol-

The Earl of Maflareene, who keepers. His Lordfhip was ap-

u-as liberated from the prifon ofthe prehended as he was entering the

Chatebt by the riots of Paris in carriage, and immediately fent into

a dungeon
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a dungeon many feet below the

fiirface of the river Seine, upon
which the Chatelet is built. He
remained there in uich a itate of

wretchednefs, that his beard grew
to a moll immoderate length, and

rendered him a moll llriking pidure

of the vicifTitudes of human life,

rt John Ward, George Green,

Thomas Denton, and John
Jones, were executed, purfuanc to

their fenience.

Denton was a native of the

northern part of Yorklhire ; and

though bred a tinman, from a talle

for letters kept a bookfelier's

fhop, about ten years fince, in the

city of York. He foon after re-

turned to London, where feeing a

fpeaking figure made by fome
foreigners, he completed another

in a very fliort time, and by that

means accumulated much money by
exhibiting it in various pans ofEng-
land. The fpeaking figure he^after-

wards fold to a printer in the city,

and -made a writing figure, which
is ftill in the hands of a friend.

His abilities in the chemical line

were very confpicuous ; and he

afterwards tranflated Pinetti's book
of Deceptions, with notes, Fjom
his knowledge of chemiftry he ob-
tained the art of plating coach

harnefles, &c. which he carried on
jointly with the hufmefs of a book-
feller, in Holborn, for fome time.

In this bufinefs he unhappily form-
ed a connexion with a perfon noto-

rious for making plain ihillings.

Thofe powers that aillfled him to

make feveral mathematical inftru-

ments, as pentagraphs, &:c. ena-
bled him to imitate the current coin
in a manner that deceived the beft

judges, and held the court feven
hours upon his trial, and at laft

he was acquitted of coining; but

ponvifted of having the imple-

ments for coining in his poffeflion.

Lord Malmelbury, late am- ,

baff^dor to the States Gene- ^ '

ral in Holland, having obtained

leave of his court to refign that em-
ployment, their High Mightintlfes

rufolved, that a gold chain and
medal, of the value of 6coo florins

of Holland, be prefented to Lord
J\'lalmefbury, as a token of their

approbation and friendfhip ; and
that another, value 600 florins, be
prefented to his Secretary.

A man fet off for a wager, ^ ,

M u 1 J M 6th.
to walk one hundred miles in

twenty-four hours. The ground
was meafured on Blackheath. He
walked in a circle, which was aa
exadl mile, one hundred times

round. He won the wager with

eafe in twenty-two hours and a

. half. He fl:arted at four o'clock

in the afternoon, on Monday, walk-
ed all the night, and went the

hundred miles by half pall two
o'clock on Tuefday, H^ did not

appear much fatigued. -

On Saturday lad a public ^ .

examination of fuch of the
•''

gentlemen cadets as were judged
qualified for receiving commiflions

of fecond lieutenants in the royal re-

giment of artillery, was held at

the royal military academy, at

which his Grace the Duke of Rich-

mond prefided.

After the examination was over,

Serjeant Bell's contrivance for

blowing up the Royal George was
tried upon a velfel built by his

direftion, upon a fcale of one inch

to fifty, thicknefs of the Royal
George's fide. This veflcl was
funk in the river Thames, and
with 50 pounds of powder, after-

wards conduc'led to her magazine,

was blown to pieces. The experi-

ment took place at high water,

and anfwered every expectation of
* the

\
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the inventor of it, contrary to the

opinion of feveral gentlemen pof-

icflbd of great profefiional know-
ledge in the fcience of gunnery,

and to whom the plan had been
fubmitted.

Exirad of a letter from an cf'ccr on

board the Sirius in Botany Bay, to

his friend at Edinburgh, dated

July i2, 1788.
*' The BOTifTole and the Aftrolabe,

which failed from France on dif-

covery, came here t'.vo days ago,

who gave the following account.

jAs they were lying at one of the

iiavitrator iflands, a group ^i(-

covered by Monfieur Bougainville

to the northward, where they had

been on a very friendly footing,

and had carried on a traffic with

the natives for a long time with

g^reat fuccefs until the day they

failed ; after they had got under

way, Monfieur L'Angle, captain

of the Aftrolabe, requelled of Mon-
fieur Peroufe, the commodore, to

allow him to go afhore, and get

one boat load more of water,

which was all he wanted of being

complete. The commodore wifhed

to difi'uade him from the defign,

by telling him, that as they had

got under way, and Would not

be long at fea, there was no oc-

cafion for having fo much water
;

but Monf. L'Angle feeming very

anxious to go, Monf Peroufe

followed him. He accordingly

went afhore with two armed boats,

and in all about thirty fix men.

Whilft they were filling their water,

the natives feemed to be on the

fame footing with them that they

had always been formerly. Mean
time the fhips, which had hove too

off the ifland, had drifted to leeward

of one of the points which formed

the bay in which they were lying.

When, however, Monf. L'Angle's

GTSTER, 17S9.

people had filled their water, and
were walking down to the boat,

a gre.'if number of the natives

came down, and furrounded them
fo fuddenly, and fo clofe, that

they had not power to ufe their

fire-arms, and killed Monf. L'An-
gle and 3 1 of the men that were
with him. The others fwam off

to the fliips, feme of ihem very

dangeroufly wounded."
Died. Mrs. Greville, authorefs

of the celebrated ** Ode to In-

difference."

The Rev. John Rotherham, of
Queen's College, Oxford, where
he was prefented with the degree of
M. A. by decree of convocation,

Dec. II, 1753, for writing an ex-

cellent picce,intituled, " The Force
of the Argument for the Truth of
Chriflianity, dr^wn from a colledive

View of Prophecy, 1752," inanfwer
to Dr. Middieton's Examination of
the Bifliop of London's Difcourfe on
Prophecy. He next publifhed "A
Sketch of the one great Argument,
formed from the general concur-

ring Evidences for the Truth of
Chrifiianity, 1754;"—An Effay

on Faith, and its Connedlion with

Works, 1766;—"An Apology for

the Athanafian Creed, ;" a

Sermonon the origin of Faith, 1761

;

another on the vvifdcm of Provi-

dence ; an inauguration fermon,

1762; another on the influence

ot Religion on human laws, an
aiTize fermon, 1763 ; another for

the benefit of the Newcalile Infir-

mary, 1771 ; and one a^ainft Pcr-

fecution, 1780. He was prefented

by Dr. Trevor, Eiihop of Durham,
in 1769, to the rich reftory of
Houghton-le-Spring, and the vica-

rcge of Seaham, co. Durham.
At his houfe near Caerphilly, co.

Glamorgan, William Edward,

architftt and bridge^buildcr, or

tke
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tlie Rev. WilHam Edward, for he the youth fire the (hot that killed

fuilained boih charaaers with equal the man. They were both tried

affiduity and ability. The celebrat- for the murder, and both found

ed bridge on the river Taaff, called guilty ; but a point of law arilmg,

Pont y tu Pridd, by the KngUni, their cafe was referred to theTwelve

New Bridge, was conflrufled by Judges, who confirmed the feu-

this extraordinary man. It is ihe leg- tenco of the fon. The youth, who

ment of a circle, whofe chord at the was only nineteen, had been twice

furface of the water is one hundred reprieved, and, it was generally

and forty- feven feet, and is the bol- fuppofed, would obtain his Msjelty's

dell and largeft arch in Europe, pardon.

He was then a common mafon, Jcccunt of the late Storms

and a m'^thodift preacher. continued.

At York, aged upwards of 80, O" the 6th ot July, near Horfe-

Mr. JofepK Randall, formerly houfe in Couerdale (North Riding,

mailer of the academy at Heath, Yorkfhire), on a moor there, a

near Wakefield, auihor of the man and two boys, digging peat-

** Semivirgilian Hufbandry," and

other treatiles on agriculture.

AUGUST.

obferved a llorm coming, and,

running for fhelter to an adjoin-

ing hut, the lightning ftruck the

old man, tore his ftockings and

fhoes, and burnt his legs : the

elHer boy, at a little diilance be-

hind the old man, was llruck dead,

, Being the birth day of his and rendered a moll dreadful fpec-

Royal Highnefs the Prince of tacle. The other boy, about tvventy

Wales, who then entered into the yards behind his companions, was
28th year of his age, the fame was alfo ftruck fenfelefs, and icmained

obferved with the greatell felli- {o for fome time, but afterwards

vity.—His Highnels received the recovered. The old man, it is

ufual compliments at the Marine feared, will be a cripple for life.

Pavilion at Brighthelmltone, where On the azd of Auguil tfiey had

there was an entertainment, at a remarkable fall of rain and hail

which the Dukes of York, Cla- at Keljo, in Scotland. It extend-

rence, and Cumberland partook, ed but a fiiojt way either to the

The fame evening the gardens at South or North, and fcarce at all to

Vauxhall were beautifully iilumi- the Rallward. To the Weftward,

nated, in compliment to his High- from whence it came, it was ex-

nefs. ceedingly violent ; and at Haivick

, This day young Mr. Gor- was accompanied \vith a molt tre-

' * don was executed at North- mendou* ftorm of thunder, light-

ampton. He was found guilty of ning, and hail, or rather angular

murder, for killing the peace-offi- pieces of ice, which fell in great

cer who came with a \varrant to abundance.
apprehend his father. It was laid. Bat tiiC moH tremendous ftornt

that the officer or his attendants of thunder and lightning within

had made an attempt upon the the memory of man, in thiscountrv,

houie, and that his moth^'r bid happened on the 3d inltant, in liie

evening.
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evening, at Ainerjhamt in Bucks,

to the inexpreflible terror and

conllernation of the inhabitants of

the town and villages roand it,

the atmofphere exhibiting a conti-

nued (heet of blue flame, throiigh

which proceeded a heavy fall of

hailftones, in ijuantity and magnitude

furpafiing deicription, which fell

with fuch violence, as to kill birds,

deilroy fruit-trees, crufh garden-

irames, and fhatter the windows in a

moft aftonilhing manner. More than

500 panes in- Mr. Drake's houfe

were broken. The fame ilorm raged

furioufly r.ear Orford in Suffolk.

, His Royal Highnefs the
'* Prince of Wales arrived at

York, to be prefent at the races.

, His Royal Highnefs was
"5 • waited on by the iiherifTs, to

know when his R. H. would be wait-

ed on by the Corporation ; when his

Highnefs was gracioufly pleafed to

appoint two o'clock the fame day.

•At that hour the Lord Mayor
and ten of the .nldermen, the two

Sheriffs, and a numerous body of

the commonalty, preceded by the

city band of mufic, went in their

formalities to the Deanry, where

thev were received by the Prince.

A very elegant addrefs was then

prefented to his Royal Highnefs,

which was read by Mr. Townfend,

the town clerk, in which his R. H.
is refpeftfuUy entreated to permit

his royal name to be enrolled

amono^ the freemen of that an-

cient city, and to accept the

freedom thereof, which is thus

humbly offered fcr his R. K's

gracious reception.

To the city addrefs his R. H.
returned a moil polite anfwer,

which concluded in thele words

:

•' 1 with pleafure accepE the free-

dom of this ancient city, and your

offer of enrolling my name among
its citizens."

Edinburgh, Aug. ip.^The Conven-
tion of DelegatCb from the Burgcffes

of the Royttl Boroughs met here,

Mr. Graham of Gartmore as Pra;-

fes, and Mr. Ewen of Aberdeen
as Secretary. Before they proceed-
ed to bufincfs, a letter was read

from his Royal Highnefs the Prince

of Wales, in anfwer to the addreffes

from the Burgcffes of many Bo-
roughs, formerly prefented to his

Royal Highnefs during the indif-

pofition of his Majelly. This letter

of acknowledgment was conceived

in the moft polite and obliging

terms. The hon. Sir Henry Erfkine

moved an addrefs of thanks for his

Royal Highnefs's gracious conde-

fcenfion in bellowing this dillinguifh-

ed mar.k of attention on the Bur-
geffes of Scotland ; and Mr. Laird
of Strachmorton moved addreffes

of congratulation on his Majelty's

recovery, hch to the King and
Prince of Wales, which were una-
nimoufly agreed to.

Came on to be tried at

Appleby, before the Right
Hon. Sir Alexander Thompfon,
one of the Barons of the Exchequer,
an iffue from the Court of King's
Bench, to try Meffrs. Hainfworth
and Son, of Leeds, merchants, on
an information lodged againit them
for exporting vvoriled-yarn to Bilboa

in Spain ; when, after a hearing

of more than four hours, in which
many ingenious arguments were ur-

ged by the counfel on both fides, the

jury unanimoufly found the defen-

dant, Thomas Hainfworth, guilty,

both of the illegal package and the

exportation thereof.

The Spanilh Ihips defined ,

to make difcoveries, under '

the command of Don Alexander

Malafpina,

28th.
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Malafpina, fet fail from Cadiz this

day. /^rtills in every I'cience are

engaged by his Catholic Majefty

in this expedition.

SEPTEMBER.

^1 Earl Fitzwilliam gax'^e a

magnificent Fete at Wentvvorth-

hoafe, in honour of his Royal High-
nefs the Prince of Wales. Nothing
could be more fuperb and lump-
tuous than the whole of the ar-

rangements. It was in the true

ftyle of EnglilTi hofpitality. His
gates, on being honoured with the

prefence of the Heir Apparent,
were thrown open to the love and
loyalty of the furrounding country ;

and not fewer than 20,000 per-

fons partook of his Lord.Oiip's li-

berality. The diverfions (confifl-

ing of all the rural fports in ufe

in that part of the country) lafted

tlie wh-jie day, and his Lord/hip's

park was the grand flage on which
the numerous perfonages played
their parts. The fpeftators were,

the I'rince with his attendants,

and the nobility and gentry from
every part of the county without

diftincHon. The dinner was an
aflemblage of every delicacy the

world could produce. The ball at

night, confining of more than two
hundred ladies, the flower of York-
Ihire, with their partners, was the

moil brilliant ever feen beyond
the Humber.

In coming to town from Went-
worth-houlc, the Prince encountered
an alarming accident. About two
miles North of Newark, a cart

crofling the road ftruck the axle

of the Prince's coach, and over-

turned it. It was on the verge

•f a. flopc, and the carriage in
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falling tumbled bottom upper-
raoli, and was fliivered to pieces.
There were in the coach with
his K. K. Lord Clermont, Col.
St, Leger, and Warwick Lake,
efq;— two of the Prince's fervants
were on the box. Their efcape
was almoll miraculous, not one of
the company having received mate-
rial hurt. Lord Clermont fufFered
the mod, and was obliged to re-
main at Newark, but is fmce per-
fedlly recovered.

Very early this morning, fome
hours before day, a very fine lunar
rainbow appeiued, raore brilliant

than that of Aug. 17, 1788.
The following is the ftate

of the Carron manufaflory 5"'*

in Scotland, the greatell: perhaps
of the kind known in the world :

the weekly confuraption of coala
amounts to 11,000 tons, at 4s.
per ton ; and the confumption of
each day is equal to that of the
city of Edinburgh during a whole
week. As many coals, therefore,

are confumed in the Carron foun-
daries as would fuffice" to fupply
a city of 700,000 inhabitants.

A thou fand workmen are daily
employed in this raanufadlory,
whofe wages amount to 700I. per
week, and 36,4.001, per annum.
The demands irom abroad, and
particularly from Spain, continue
yearly to increafe.

This morning Co!. Rcfs ,

fet out for York, on a^ wager '+ *

with Mr. Pigott of 800 guineas,
that he reached York (197 miles)
in forty-eight hours, on the fame
horfe,—He performed the journey
three hours within the time.

Two plants of the cochineal 0-

puntia have been fent from Kew
gardens, and fcveral others brought
from China, to Madras, where they

are cuhivatcd with fuccefs, and
promife
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promile to rival the nopal of Mexi-
co, from whence our rich fcailet

dye is excratled. It is therefore

likely that this branch of eommerce
will fall into our hands ; a circuin-

f:ance highly deferving of notice,

Es the annual imports into Europe
at prefent amount to upivard of
300,cool, llerling.

Seeds of the oldenlandia umbel-
lata, from the roots of which plant

it extrafted the fine permanent red

dye fo much admired in India cot-

tons, have been ient to our Weft
India iflands by Dr. Anderfon, of
Madras. This plant is fo valuable

in India, that it is fold there for one

guinea per pound. Some prepared

loots are alio fent to England, to

try if the dye can be extradted from

it in this country. If this can be

efFe£ted, a trade will be eflabliihed

in that article from India, to the

great benefit of our cotton manu-
faflures.

The feffions at the Old Bailey

ended ; when twelve convidb re-

ceived fentence of death, and fifty-

four were ordered to be tranf-

ported for feven years.

Br!gh!helmJlone, Sept. 15. About
fevciv o'clock this evening Monf.

Maupeau, fon of the Chancellor of

France of that name, in a fit of in-

fanity, fhot himfelf in a field near

this place. This unfortunate gen-

tleman arrived here from Dieppe
the preceding day. In his pocket

was found a packet of papers,

among which were two letters of

credit, one for 6coo livres on

Ranfom, Morland, and Harnmer-

fley ; the other on MelT. Aubert

and Co. for whatever fum he

might have occafion ; alfo a palT-

port for himfelf. The effefts he

brought with him to the New Ship,

where he lodged, were of confi-

derable value, among which were
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two valuable gold watches, one of
them iet with diamonds ; two di-

amond crofFes of the order of the

Knights of Malta ; three miniature

pictures of a lady fet in gold ; a
pair of diamond fleeve-buttons,

and many other trinkets of infe-

rior value ; in money, thirteen

louis d'ors and five fliillings and
fix pence loofc in his pockets,

with a canvas bag, in which were

140 French half crowns and nine

fliillings Englifh fterling : all of
which were immediately fecured

by Mr. Simon, principal officer

of the cufloms. On tiie oucude
of the packet of papers was writ-

ten with a pencil, evidently with a
trembling hand, Je meurs innocent,

fen attefte h del, I call heaven

to n-vitnefs 1 am innocent.— His Royal
Highnefs the Prince of Wales,
whofe humanity on all affeding

occafions is in a hi^h degree con-

fpicuous, mterefted himlelf much
in the affairs of this unfortunate

foreigner. He ordered his furgeon

to examine his head, left any fu-

ture enquiries lliould be made to

afcertain his death, and ordered

the particulars to be drawn up,

and tranfmitted to the French
Ambaflador ; and forbade any Iteps

to be taken refpeding his funeral

till he had received his Excel-

lency's anfwer.

Shre^jlury , Zspt. 5. This day
were executed at the Old Heath
near this town, Thomas Phipps,

efq. the elder, and Thomas Phipps

the younger, (father and fon,) for

forging and uttering a note of hand
for 20I. purporting to be the note

of Richard Coleman of Ofweftry,

knowing the fame to have been
forged.—They both, from the time

of their condemnation to the morn-
ing of the execution, perfifted in

their innocsncs j but, as the fa-

tal
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tal hour drew near, the youth re-

lented ; and he confefled that he

committed the forgery, and that

his father was wholly innocent.

They were taken in a mourning

coach to the place of execution,

attended by a clergyman. On the

way the father faid to the fon,

" Tommy, Tommy, taou haft

brought me to this Ihamcful end

;

butl freely forgive thee :" to which

the fon made no reply. The fa-

ther was in the 44.th year of his

ap^e ; the fon in his 20th. The
father was poffeflcd of 500I. a

year landed property, exclulive of

his bufinefs as an attorney. He
has left a widow, and one daugh-

ter, a moft amiable young laay of

fix teen, to deplore his lofs.

Died.—Alex. Fordyce, efq. for-

merly an eminent, banker, and

brother to Sir William and the

Rev. Dr Fordyce.

J In the Downs, on board
3 ' the Bofton Jacket, in his 53d

year, after four hours illncfs, Si-

las Deane, efq. a native of Gro-
ton, in the State of Connecticut.

He was a member of the firlt and

fccond Congrefs, where he was
diltinguiflie4 by his literary me-
rits, mercantile knowledge, policy,

and great zeal for liberty [the

charadlerifticks of the firlt planf

ters of New England, and of their

defccndants] ; and confequently, in

1776, was appointed ambaflador

by Congrefs to the Court of
France. Soon after his arrival at

Paris, he proved his abilitv, by
convincing the Court of France
that their intereU would be pro-

moted by giving fupport to the

American Revolt. While Mr.
Dcane was in France, he wrote
to feveral Members of Congrefs
tilutary advice, not to pulh

their refiftance into independence

on the Mother Country ; part of
which Letters were intercepted

and printed. However, to help
forward the claims of the Ame-
rican Colonies, Mr. Deane pur-
chafcd fundry articles in France,
and fent them to Congrefs on cre-
dit, to the value of nearly half
a million of livres ; depending on
the faith and promifes of Con-
grefs for ajuft and equitable pay-
ment. Congrefs, having received

the goods fent by Mr. Deane, re-

called him from his embafiy, and
refufed all kind of payment, bu-
caufe Mr. Deane was not clear of
a fufpicion of being not friendly

to the Independence of America.
This compelled Mr. Deane to

leave France on a fudden, and
finally to take refuge in England,
where he received a generous and
a friendly fupport, while his emi-
nent fervices, and jufl: demand*
on Congrefj, were difregarded by
his Fellow Patriots in America.

OCTOBER.
The drying-iiove belonging -

to the powder mills near Fa- ' '

verlham took tire, and blew up
about twenty barrels of gunpowder,
with a dreadful explofion. An olJ

man, fixty-five year;, of age, was
blown up, and came dewn a dread-
ful fpedlacle, too lliocking to re-

late.

A few days fince as Mr. ^ ,

Phillips, of Northumberland.
°^"*

flreet, was bathing in the fca'at

Portfmouth, he was fuddenly feiz-

ed with the cr.-imp, and funk twice ;

which being perceived by the man
attending the bathing machine, he
jumped in to, his alGftance. Mr.
Phillips caught hold of him, and

ib
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fo entangled both, that it was

with great difiicuity the man could

preierve even his own life. A
large Newfoundland dog feeing the

danger Mr. Phillips was in, after

the man had left him, jumped in

and caught hold of his bathing

cap, and with the afTitlance of ihe

tide, which was flowing, brought

him hfe to ihore. , Mr. Phillips

purchafed the dog, and liberally

rewarded the man who endeavour-

ed to fave him.

The American States have at

lart obtained Bulls from Rome for

the confecrationofDr. John Carrol,

the firft Roman Catholic Bilhop,

by the title of Bilhop of Baltimore,

in Maryland ; by which he takes

place in that See' before ail other

Bilhops ; and has the diredion of

all Catholic affairs throughout that

vaft extent of country.

He is inverted with full povvers

to confecrate others— to ereft Coi-

leo-es—fettle and eftablilh Monaf-

teries. Sec. Sec.

The'.-" Bulls empower him to

go to the Havannah, Quebec, or

any place in Europe (where one

Bi(hop and two Priells can be pre-

fent), for the purpofe of his own

confecration ; after which, it is faid,

he will have the charafter of Le^

gate At^ojiolic to the States. This

Prelate was legally elefted by his

Clergy ; an« it is a piece of po-

licy worthy notice, that though the

States fanftion this affair, they

will no: admit of any Church ef-

tabiifhment, to prevent feuds and

profecutions.

Donald Mac Leod, the
*^''^' Highlander, was

_
at St.

James's, to prefent a petition to

his majefty. This veteran is loi

years two months old ; the caufe

of his coming to London was on

account of his penfion being refufed

at Chelfea ; he brought every thing

neceilary to prove his being the

man : he walked from Invernefs,

in Scotland, and with him his

youngert fon, whofe age is eight

years ; his eldeft fon is eighty
;

his countenance, and other appear-

ances, befpeak a hale character of

not mo.'-e than feventy : he fought

under king William, queen Anne,
George the Firft and Second, and
bore arms for George the Third.

The old man fays, when he has

done his bufinefs, he ihali -^valk

back again.

On Wednefday the 7th infl. at

the General Quarter Seflions, held

at Chelmsford, for the county of

EfTex, the opinions of MeiT. Bear-

croft and Shepherd were read, re-

lative to a fine of 500I. laid upcn
the county by the Judge, after

the laft AHizes, for not having in

their county-gaol tv.o diflindl rooms
for the male and female invalids

within the faid prifon. Their opi-

nions Hated, with becoming dif-

fidence, 'a doubt of the legality

of fuch fine ; on which the Court

came unanimoufly to the follow-

ing relclution, njiz. " To refill the

payment of faid fine, as not war-

ranted by law."

At Wool'-wich, an experiment

was made of an invention for break-

ing chains or booms laid acrofs

rivers, by means of a mine of gun-

powder conveyed under the water,

which feemed to promife fuocefs.

The invention is Serjeant Bell's,

of the Pvoyal Artillery, who fug-

gefted a mode of blowing up iae

Royal George.

By a letter from Ma;:cheficr there

is an account, that, on the ifl

inftant, a large warehoufe belong-

ing to the Duke of Bridgewater,

and



CHRONICLE. [22^

and occupied by perfons trading

on the Staffordlliire Navigation,

was difcovered to be on fire. The
wind being very high, the whole

building, with its contents, the

books of accompts only excepted,

was entirely confumed. The lofs

is computed at 50,000!. ; no part

of which was infured.

, Came on to be heard, !)cfore

^ "
j'jflice Bond and Thomas

Vaughan, Efq. the information of

Mofes Maurant againll John Bijr-

kitts, a notorious dog-fteaier. The
prifouer owned that the dog where-

with he was charged followed

him from the Hay- market, and

that he hung him in the fields

leading to Hampllead ; that he

had hung feveral dogs, and that

he followed the practice for a

living ; that the fkin of a dog

would fetch IS. 6d. a,nd for a de-

gree larger 2s. and for a very

large one, from 2s. 6d. to 3s. 6d. ;

ihat he always fold them to a

tanner in Long-lane in the Bo-
rough, who never aflced quellions.

He was found guilty of the charge,

and, being unable to pay the penalty,

was fcntenced to 12 months im-
prifonment.

The remuneration of the King's
phyficians is finally fettled ; but the

funis have been erroneoufly flated

in many of the public papers. The
veracity of the following flate-

ment may be depended upon :

To Dr. Willis, the father, 1500I.

per ann. for zi years.

To Dr. Willis, the fon, 650I. per
ann. for life.

To the other phyficians, thirty

guine.is for each vifu to Windfor,
and ten guineas for each vifit to

I^ew- This to Sir George Baker,
who had the longell attendance,

docs not amount t© more than
Vol. XXXI.

1300 guineas ; and to all the others

in proportion.

An extraordinary difcovery is faid

to have been lately made at Cha-
pel Farm, near Tiverton, where,
in digging with a view to enlarge
a pond, the workmen, at about
ten feet deep, came to a fpon^y
matter covered with hogs-briftles,

and digging ftill deeper, the com-
plete carcafe of a hog was found,
reduced to the colour and con-
fidence of an Egyptian mummy.
Other carcafes were found ; and
the account fays, that this piggoy
continued to the depth of twelve
feet.

Northampton^ OSl. 9. A meetinp-

of the Nobility, Clergy, and Gen-
try, of this town and county, was
held at the Countyhal!, to con-
fider of the propriety of eftablifh-

ing a Prefervative Society for that

county, when Mr. Dolben* very

ably opened the bufinefs, with a

great variety of matter, and his

plan well arranged. Mr. D. was
fupported by feme of^thc moll re-

fpedable charadcrs in the ccuntv,

and a lubfcription was immedi-
ately opened, exaftly on the fame
footing as the " Royal Humane
Society."—It is finccrcly to be
wifhed, that this laudable example
may be followed in otlrer counties,

where gentlemen of intelligence

and fortune are on the fpct to

examine into the cafe, and to re-

ward the afliilants. The necefli-

ties of trade, and the comforts

of life, require feveral canals,

which are almoft every day dig-

ging in various parts of the king-

dom. Tbefe are evidently more
dangerous thah natural rivers.—
Whenever the life of a fellow-

creature is endangered, there the

means to rcfcuc and reilorc

\r\ them.
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them, and to reward ihofe who
perhaps may hazard themfclves

to fave aaother, ought to be provid-

ed.

Died.—By a fall from his horfe,

Thomas Day, Efq. of An.ninglley,

CO. Surrey J a gentleman diitin-

guifhed for eminent abilities, and

author of the following publica-

tions : 1. " Rt'fit'ftions open the

prefent State of England, and the

Independence of America." 2.

" frapment of an oiicin^il Let-

ter on the Slavery ot the j.Se-

groes." 3. A Dialogue between

a juftlce of the Peace and a Far-

mer." 4. " Reflections upon the

Peace, the Eaft India Bill, and

the prefent Crifis." 5. " A Let-

ter to Arthur Young, Efq. on the

Bill now pending in Parliament

to prevent the Exportation of

Wool." 6. ** The Hiftory of Little

Jack," printed in the Children's

Mifcellany, 1788. 7. " The Hif-

tory of Sandford and Merton;" a

work intended for the ufe of chil-

dren, 3 vols.

At Ealing, near Brentford, after

averylongandaffiidlingillnefsjMrs.

Lafcelles (the once celebrated Mifs

Catley), wife of Gen. L. Her dif-

order was a decline. She has left

eight children by the General, four

fons and four daughters. The eldeit

fon is a eornec of dragoon!. A
Ihort time before her death Ihe

purchafed an handfome houfe at

Ealing, for the future refidence

of her daughters, to whom flie

has bequsathed the whole of her

fortune, which was not inconfider-

able.—Whillt the youthful indifcre-

tions of this lady are iield out to

the juvenile part of her fex as

beacons, to avoid the fame courfe,

the brighter fide of her charafter

may be recommended as a model

worthy of their imitation. The
propriety and grace with which
fhe difcharged the various relative

duties was exemplarily confpicuous,

and, if univerfally adopted, would

not only add to the general itock

of domeilic happinefs, but confi-

derably lelfen the mifcries that

occur in the more extended Iphere

of fecial life. As a daughter, wife,

and mother, her conduft was far

above the ordinary level; nor was
flie Icfs diftino-iiifned for penerofity

and benevolence ; in the exercile

of which amiable qualities flie

united delicacy with prudence : her

ear was r.lways open, and her hand
extended, to ihe children of afflic-

tion ; being, by a rigid (tho' nfit

penurious or inelegant) economy,
empowered to relieve numbers,

without injuring thofe whom Na-
ture had more particularly confign-

ed to her attention and folicitude.

NOVEMBER.
Salijbury, Nov. 4. The oak beam

acrofs the upper or eaft end of the

choir of the cathedral was taken

down, under the diredion of Mr.
Wyat, in the prefence of the bifhop,

&c. It was eighty feet long, and
four feet fquare. The reafon of

its being put up is not eafy to fay,

unlefs to tie the walls together

at the top : but as they had
Ihrunk from it at each end, it

was not only difagreeable to the

eye, but rather injurious than of

aid to the fabrick. It weighed
feveral tons, and was no: at all de-

cayed. It was removed with great

eaie and fafety, by ereding a fcaffold

under the middle, by which a man
fawed out the centre part, and let it

down
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down before the two ends. The
architeft gave a handfome enter-

tainment in the evening to MelT.

Leefh, the clerks of the work,

and the workmen, who are daily

employed, to the number of fi'ty,

in the alterations now executing

in the cathedral.

g I About 5 minutes after 6 in

the afternoon, a fmart fhock

of an earthquake was felt at Comrie,
near CriefF, and the neighbouring

places. At Lawers the Ihock was
diftindl and violent. A loud rum-
bling noife was heard, refcmbling

.thunder; and the Ihock appeared
to Itrike upwards from a great

depth in the earth. Several per-

Ibns were nearly thrown down,
and great numbers of the inhabi-

tants ©f Comrie left their houfes

ia the utmoft confternation. In

the courfe of two hours after the

firft Ihock, no lefs than thirty dif-

ferent lefier noifes were diftindlly

heard. The progrefs ,
of the firll

feemed to be towards the North

-

weft, but afterwards more to the

Eallward.

On Saturday morning
the Vice-Chancellor of the

Univerfity of Oxford, attended by
the Beadles, waited on their R.oyal

Highnefles the Duke of Gioucefter,

Prince William Henry, and Princefs

Sophia of Gioucefter, at the Star

Inn, and conduced them to view

the principal buildings, &c. of
that Univerfity. After feeing Tri-
nity, All Souls, Queen's College,

the Theatre, Bodleian Library, &c.
they proceeded to ChriO-Church,
where they were received by the

Dean and rcfidcnt Canons in the

new Library. I'hc young Noble-
men of that Society were then

prcfcntcd to their Royal High-
neiles. After viewing the Library,

and the noble collf^Uongf paintings

nth.

given to that Society by the late

General Guife, they proceeded to

t!ie Dining hall. Chapel, &c. After
which they partook of a refrefhment
at the Dean's lodgings. Their
Royal Higlmefles left Oxford about
two o'clock, highly pleafed with
the attention paid them by the

gentlemen of the Univerfity.

Lord Loughborough has or- ,

dered the Clerk of Afiize for ^> '

the Home Circuit not to eftreat

into his iVJajeily's Exchequer the

fine of 500I. which he laid upoa
the Coanty of EiTex at the la.t

fummer aflizes.

The following melancholy acci-

dent happened a few nights ago
at Cambridge, to a fon of Sir

Robert Sloper, an accomplifh.d
youth of about 18 years of age,
who is at College there—As he
was returning home from fpending
the evening with a friend, ia
turning the corner of a ftrect, h-;

received a blow from a perfo ; he
did not fee, that at once broke
both his jaw-bones, and othcrways
mangled his face in a fliocking

manner. As the affailant never
fpokc, it is fuppofed he was way-
laying fome pcrioa to revenge aa
injury, and unforuinately millook

Mr. Sloper for that perfon. The
heads of the colleges have offered

one hundred guineas reward, but

hitherto without fuccefs.

Yellerday the Lord Bi- ,

fhop of London, alFifted

by Sir William Scott, Chancellor,

and the Rev. Dr. Parker, Redor
of the Parifh of St. James, Weft-
minller, confecrated a burial ground

for the faid parilh, confifling of
four acres of land, puriuant to

an ad paffcd in the lalt fellion of

Parliament, fituatcd in the road

leading from Tottenham Court to

Kciuiili Town, near the Turr.-

[Pz] i-ikc.
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pike, aad iticlofcd with a brick

wall ten feet high, which land is

granted by Lord Soudiamptoa to

the faid parilli tor ever.

On laying the foundation flone

of the New College at Edinburgh,

two cryllal bottles were incloled

therein ; in one of thefe were put

difterent coins of the prefent reign,

each feparately enveloped in cry-

fial, in {o curious a manner, that

the legend could be diiHndlly

read, Jn the other were depoiit-

ed feven rolls of vellum, contain-

ing the original and prefent ftate

of the Univerllty, Sec. with a lift

of the principal officers, the Lord
Provoll of Edinburgh, the magi-
ftratcs, and officers of the Grand
Liodge of Scotland.—The bottles,

properly fealed up, were covered

with a plate of copper, wrapt in

block- tin ; and upon the under

fide of the copper were engraved

the arms of the City and Univer-

llty, as alfo of the Grand Mafon.

Upon the upper fide was the follow-

ing Latin inicription :

Annuente Deo opt. max.
Regn. Georgio III. Princ. munlficen-

tifiimo !

Academire Edinburgenfis

iFAlibus,

Initio quideni humillimis,

V.l jm, poll duo feciila, penc ruiiiOils ;

Novi luijus sdificii,

Uhi commoJicriti fimul et e!egantia3,

T.into dodlrinarum doniicilio d'gnse,

Confulereter,

Primum lapldera pofr.ir,

Plaud. iagenti omn. oi dinum frequentin,

Vir rKjbiliffimus Francil'ciis Dominus l^a-

pier,

- Reipub, Arclvitecl.ap. Scotos C ur. Max.
XVr. kal. Novemb.

Anno falutis liumanas mucclxxxix.
^TX architectonics icd mdcc lxxxix.

ConfuIeThomi-iS Elder,

Ac?.dem:5e Prxfeiilo Gulielmo Robertfop,

Architefto Roberto Adam.
ci; r F. CK 5. ,

Gloucejler, No-v. 19. This day

was effe(i\ed the greatelt object

of internal navigation in this king-

dom. Tlie Severn was united to

the Thames, by an intermediate

canal afcending by Stroud, through

the vale of Chalford, to thcheight

of 34.3 feet, by 28 locks ; there

entering a tunnel throu~h the hill

of Saperton, for the length of two
miles and three furlongs, and def-

cending 134 feet by 14. locks,

it joined the Thames near Lech-
lade.

With refpcft to the internal

commerce of the kingdom, and
the fecurity of communication in

time of war, this jundtion of the

Thames and Severn muft be at-

tended with the moft beneficial

confequences, as even llores from
the Baltic, and provifions from
Ireland, may reach the capital,

and the ports at the mouth of

the Thames, in fafety. And all

the heavy articles from the mines
and founderies in the heart of

Wales, and the counties con-

tiguous to the Severn, may find

a fecure and certain conveyance

to the capital.

In Ihort, this undertaking is

worthy of a great commercial ra-

tion, and does great credit to the

exertions of the individuals, who
have promoted and completed a

work of fuch magnitude, at an

expence of near two hundred thou-

fand pounds.

The arched tunnel, carried

through the bowels of a moun-
tain near two miles and a half

long, and 15 feet wide, at a level

250 feet below its fummit, is a

work worthy admiration ; and the

locks afcending from Stroud, and

defcending from the fummit, are

executed in a manner deferving

great commendation.

Mr. Adam moved for judg- «

ment againft Pr. Withers, for

a libel
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a libel agalnft Mrs. Fitzherbert.

Mr. Dallas made an excellent

fpeech, on the part of the Defen-

dant, in mitigation of his punifh-

ment ; and Dr. Withers was in-

dulged in the liberty of plead-

ing for himfelf. He avowed the

publication of the pamphlet in

quel^ion, he fiiid, not knowing that

the truth was a libel. His fpeech

did not feem to make a very

deep imprefiion on the Court in

his favour. The fentence of

the court was, " That you Philip

Withers do pay a fine to the

King of 50I ; that you be im-

prifoned, in his Majefty's gaol of

Newgate, for one year ; and that,

at the expiration of that time,

you give fecurity for your good be-

haviour for the term of five yeais,

yourfelf in 500I. and your two

bail in lool. each,"

, This day the Logographic
^ ' Printer was called up to

the Court of K. B. to receive

fentence for publifhing a libel

againll his R. H. the Duke of

York.—Mr. Juflice Afliurll pre-

faced the fentence with an admi-

rable addrefs to the Defendant
;

after which he pronounced the

fentence of the Court, which was,

a fine of 50I ; a year's impri-

fonment in Newgate ; to fland on
the pillory for one hour, between
the hours of twelve and three

;

to enter into recognizances for

his good behaviour for feven years,

the Defendant in 500I. and two
fecurities in lool. each.

DECEMBER.
A Aftronomical obfervers were

' ' gratified this day by a cir-

cumftance that feldom occurs;
viz. all the planets were above
the horizon, and perfectly vifible,

the atmolphere being remarkably
clear, in the fpace of twelve hours,
-—Mercury, Mars, and Jupiter,
in the morning; and Venus, Sa-
turn, and the Moon, in the
evening.

Was tried at tie Admi- _^,
ralcy feffions at the Old

^

Bailey, Captain John Weftwich,
of the brig Pilgrim, from Cork
to Brirtoi, for the murder of his

carpenter, by violently ftrikin"-

him with a pump handle. It was
clearly proved, that the vyitnelTes,

in conjundlion with an attorney,
had entered into a confpiracy -a-

gainll the captain, who was ho-
nourably acquitted, and a copy
of the indidment was granted
hijn.

Eight prifoncrs were tried for

making a revolt on board the
Gregfon, Captain W. Coran, at
Dick's Cove, about a I-ague and
a half from the coaiKof Africa;
two of whom, John Williams,
and Hugh Wilfon, were capital-

ly convided.

A fire happened on Mon-
day night at Houghton-Hall,

"

Norfolic, the fe-.c'^of Lord Orford.
The North wing of that noble
manfion, according to report,, is

confumed ; and the fire, it is

thought, v>'Ould have entirelv de-
ftroyed the whole building, jf its

progrefs had not been impeded
by a Hone arcade which divides the
wing from the main edifice.

An adion was brought by
Captain Parfiow, to recover ^

from the Defendant, Mr. Sykes,
fatisfaiflion in damages for feducing,
debauching, and cirrying away, the

[ ^ 3 ] wife
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wife of the Plaintiff—The damages

were laid at ten thoufand pounds;

the whole of which was given

by the verdi<5\ of the Jury.

„ , On Saurdav laft, Sir Jofeph

Banks, attended by fome other

gentlemen, vifited the Difcovery,

a new Ihip equipping atDeptford,

for remote fervices, to fix on a

proper place for a receptacle for

any new plants which may be

collected by Mr. Menzies, a gen-

leman of much botanical know-
ledge, who is to accompany cap-

tain Roberts on this voyage ; his

Majelly being at all times anxious,

when the opportunity offers, tp

enrich his gardens at Kew.
Accounts have been received

that Omai, of Otaheite, is dead

;

he did not chufe to live in his

native iflandj and therefore fettled.

in another, and foon fquandercd

or gave away the greatell part of

his property ; but there being a

cow, and a few European animals,

belonging to him, the king of Ota-

heite, his liege lord, demanded
them of the king under whofe

protedion Omai died ; they were

refufed ; the confequence Was, a

war between the two chiefs, which

ended in the ruin of the princi-

pality of the latter.

, His Majefty experienced
T" a narrow cfcape, a few days

fince, from being overturned xn

his carriage in Colnbrocke river,

which feparates Tver and Uxbridge

Moor ; when returning from hunt-

ing, the two leaders fell into a

hole ; but, fortunately, were im-
mediately extricated by the extra-

ordinary agility and preience of

mind of the pclliillicn. Two days

after, a waggon loaded with corn,

was overturned, at the fame fpot.

On its way to Uxbridge Mar-
ket.

Tuefday was held a trial of

the pix of moneys, coined at the

Mint in the Tower of London,
by the Earl of Effingham, in pre-

feuce of the Lords of his Majefty's

Mod Honourable Privy Council,

at Weftminfter Hall, when, upon

the fltidtelt fcrutiny, by an able

jury of Goldfmiths, the coins

were found fully agreeable to the

Ilandard of his Majeily's exche-

quer.

At the trial of pix the other

day, the Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer did not attend ; and the

Lord Chancellor, in his charge

to the jury, faid, that fo facred

was the trial by jury, that he

trulled in God the people of Eng-
land would always confider it as

their indefefible right, and that

under no pretence, either of re-

venue or of any thing elfe, would

this great fafeguard of their pro-

perties be entrenched upon ; that

an infringement of this right was

an aft for which the longeft life

of the moft exalted miniller that

this country was ever blefied with

could never atone. In mainte-

nance of thefe fentiments, he re-

lated the evils that had been fuf-

fered by the country in the de-

bafement of the coin, when a trial

of the pix by jury was not ne-

cefiary, pievious to a Mailer of

the Mint receiving his quietus.

The pix is a box kept at the

Mint, into which one piece of

every journey is put, A journey

is the technical term for the coin-

age of a certain weight of gdld.

Each journey contains 677 gui-

neas and a half. Out of this lum
two pieces are taken ; one is fert

to
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to the Tower to be aflayed, the

other is put into the pix, to be

tried by a jury before the Maf-
ter can have his quietus. The
number in the pix, therefore,

afcertains pretty accurately the

quantity coined, by whch at leaft

the public may form a conjecture.

The money iffued from the

Mint, which Lord Effingham ren-

dered an account of on TuefJiy
at the trial of the pix in Welt-
miniler Hall, amounted to eight

millions eight hundrei thoufand

pounds. His Lordfhip's profits

upon this, is about nine thoufand

pounds.

Died At Winchefler, aged

67, the Rev. Harry Lee, LL.D.
warden of Wincheller College,

and reflor of Roufham, co. Ox-
ford.

Near Neftle, in Picardy, M.
Cambray, one of the firft theo-

retic architeds in Europe.—He had
written on the rife and fall of

Gothic architedlure, in which the

characters, proportions, &c. of the

antique were elaborately treated of.

At St. Nicholas's poor-houfe,

Newcaftle, of which he was the

keeper, Mr. Wm. Umfreville.

—

By feveral indubitable evidences

in his poiTelfion, he appeared to

be the fole reprefentative of one
of the greateft names and molt

illullrious families in the North.

The pedigree traces back the fa-

mily to Robert Umfreville, lord

of Tours and Vian in the time of

William the Conqueror. He had

in his cuftody a fword which be-

longed to Sir Robert Umfreville,

vice-admiral of England abont the

time of Richard II.—Mr. U. died

in very indigent circumllances,

and has left a widow and one

ibn.

At Marcham, Berks, Jn. EKves,
cfq.- M. P. for that county, aged
upwards of fourfcore ; and a more
refpedable member never fat- in

parliament. His property in land
and money was immeiife. The
former devolves to his nephew,
the fon oftke late Colonel Timms,
of the horfe guards. Tliis is eflii-

mated at 7000I. per annum. The
latter, to the amount of near

300,000!. excepting fome few le-

gacies, is equally divided between
his two fons.—Mr. E. had, dur-

ing Lord North's adminillration,

been offered an Engiifh peerage;
but as, under his circumlUnces,
it could not have been hereditary,

he declined it. Great part of the

Circus Buildings, Seymour-flreet,

&c. were his property. He was a

man of clear perception, found
judgment, and unfhaken integrity.

In fuch high eftimation was he
held for his love of judice, that

numberlefs difpiues amongft his

conftituents and others, which
would have been decided by courts

of law, were left to his fole ar-

bitrement ; and his determination

was fure to be thoroughly fatif-

fadory to the judicious. Yet, not-

withllanding his great and good
character, he was a man (refpeift-

ing himlelf) of an extraordinary-

penurious or finguiar turn. About

25 years ago, he would travel a

whole day, viz. from his feat in

Berkfhire to London, on horf-back,

without baiting. He, at that time,

was not only in the habit of gam-
ines very high, but alfo lent large

fums on mortgage to an eminent

builder. The money he lent was
fupplied by inlVilIments, as the

work was carried on. It happen-

ed, that on a Saturday a pay-

ment became due, and the builder

[ P 4 J weu:
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went to his houle in Marlborough.

ftreet. Finding it ftiut up, he en-

quired at the gaming-houfe he

beloneed to, and was informed

that he certainly was in town.

(Mr. E. at this time, kept not

even a manor maid-fervant in town,

to attend upon him.) The build-

er, being dillrcffed, went back to

Marlborough-ltreet, but could gain

no admittance. At laft, he ap-

plied to the landlord of the pub-

lic-houfc adjoining, for leave to

get over the garden-wall, which

he obtained, and by that means

entered the houfe, went up flairs,

and found Mr. Elwes in his bed,

V in fuch an ill ftate of health as

not to be able to get out, and

nothing near him but part of a

halfpenny roll and a glafs of wa-

ter. The builder, procuring a

chair, had him conveyed to his

own houfe near Portman-fquare,

where he continued to lodge and

board for feveral years afterwards.

At Scrooby, near Bawtry, aged

loi, Mr. Thomas Loveday. He
had pradifed the occupation of

a blackfmith and farmer 75 years ;

and has left a fon, who is now
a farmer of the fame place, aged

In an advanced age, Johanna
Horrel, of Exeter. She has left

a fortune of upwards of io,oool.

amongft feveral poor relations, one

of whom was in the workhoufe

at the time of her deceafe. This

fum was amafied by her very rigid

ceconomy. After her death feve-

ral thoufaud pounds value of Bank
of England notes were found in

her lodgings
;

yet, though pof-

feflcd of this wealth, her appear-

ance befpcke great poverty ; and

in the feverell weather it was her

cullora to iit in the open ftreet.

with a few lemons and nuts for

fale to pafTengers.

At Llantriflent, co. Monmouth,
aged 109, J. Howell, yeoman.

At Galfton, aged loo, Marion
Gibfon.—About ten years ago Ihe

received a new fet of teeth, and
her eye-fight was fo clear that

fhe could read the fmalleft print.

At Paris, aged Si, the cele-

brated Vernet, marine-painter to

his Moft Chriftian Majefty, fo de-

fervedly eminent for the aftion

and fpirit of his figures, for the

light and elegant tafte of his

landfcapes, for the pidlurefque

choice of the views he took from

Nature, and, above all, for the

foftnefs and harmony of his co-

louring.

In France, in his 73d year,

James Paine, efq. the celebrated

architeft.

At his country-feat in the county

of Meath, aged 75, the celebra-

ted George Cleghorn, M. D. pro-

fefTor of anatomy in Trinity Col-

tege, Dublin, fellow of the Roy-
al Society of Medicine at Paris.

BIRTHS for the year 1789.

Jan. 8. Lady, of the Right Hon.
Charles Townfend, a
daughter.

The lady of the Hon.
. the Mafler of the

Rolls, a fon.

14. Lady Elizabeth Yorke,
a daughter.

15. The Hon. Lady Clive,

a fon.

16. Duchefs of Northumber-
land, a fon.

Feb, 2. Right Hon. Lady Ver-

no.T, a daughter.

23. Counters
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23. Countefs of Aylesford,

a fon.

jzS. Lady Augufta Clave-

rin^T, a dajghter.

Lately, Viicountefs

MaitUnd, a fon.

Duciic'ls of Leiiilkr, a

daughter.

Lady of Sir Egerton

Leigh, Bart, a daugh-
ter.

March 2. Lady Louifa Macdo-
nald, a fon.

9. Countefs of Cavan, a

fon.

II. Lady of Sir Francis

Vincent, Bare, a daugh-

ter.

13. Lady Craysfort, a

daughter.

19. Lady Theodofia Maria

Vyner, a fon.

29. Lady of Sir William
Lemon, Bart, a daugh-

ter.

April 3. Lady of Samuel Whit-
bread, jun. Efq. a fon.

21. Lady of Sir Henry
Tichborne, Bart. afon.

30. Lady of Sir George
Cornwall, Bart. a

daughter.

Lady of Lord Klnnaird,

a fon.

June I. Georgiana, Dowager
Baronefs Middleton,

wife of Edward Miller

Munday,Efq. a daugn-
ter.

14. Lady of the Right Hon.
Henry Addington, a
fon.

23. Vifcountefs Deerhurft, a
fon.

30. Countefs of Plymouth,
a fon.

July 3. Vifcountefs Galway, a
fon.

5. Lady Sarah Crefpigny,

a fon.

6. Her Catholic Maj.eily,

a princefs, named Ma-
ria Labella, Sec. Sec.

8. Countefs of Mexbo-
rough, a daughter.

14. Countefs of Saliibury,

a daughter.

15. Lady Arden, a daugh-
ter.

28. Lady Melbourne, a
daughter.

£9. Lady of Lord Saltoun,

a daughter.

Aug. 4. Lady of Lieutenant

Gen. John Hale, a
fou, her one and
twentieth child.

1 2. Countefs of Glafgow, a
fon.

14. Lady of Sir John Tho-
rold, Bart, a fon.

Sept. 8. Lady of the Hon. Co-
lonel Rodney, a fon.

12. Countefs Poulett, afon.

Lady of Sir Gregory
Page Turner, Bart, a
fon.

18. Lady of the Hon. Mr.
Petre, a daughter.

27. Lady of the Hon. Mr.
Jultice Wilfcn, a (on.

OQi. 2. Lady of Sir James Tyl-
ney Long, Bart, a
daughter.

6. Lady of Sir William
Burrel, Bart, a daugh-
ter.

8. Lady of Lord Bofton, a
fon.

12. Lady of Sir Geo. Army-
tage, Bart, a daugh-
ter.

17. Lady of the Hon James
Thomas Twifleton, a
daughter.

18. Countefs Spencer, a fon,

30. Princefs
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30. Princefs Frederica of

Denmark, a daughter.

Nov. 5. Lady Geo. Henry Ca-
vendifh, a fon.

18. Lady Balgonie, a daugh-

ter.

Lady Mary Martin, a

fon.

29. Lady of the Right Hon.

Thomas Orde, a fon.

30. Lady of Sir Tho. Rum-
bold, Bart, a daughter.

Dec 2. Counte's Dowager Wal-
de2;rave, a daughter.

3. Lady Mary Hjrton, a

daughter.

I!. Lady of Lord Napier,

a daughter.

14. Vifcountefs Stormont, a

daughter.

16. Ducheis of Leeds, a

fon.

25. Countefs ofAbergaven-

ny, a fon.

MARRL^GES for the year 17S9.

Jan. 4. George Talbot, Efq.

fon of the lace Hon.
and Rev. Dr. Talbot of

Barton, to Mifs Char-

lotte Drake, daughter

of the late Rev. Dr.

Drake, of Amerthaai.

8. Nicholas Calvert. Efq.

to the Hon. Frances

Pery, daughter of vif-

count Pery of Ireland.

John Wright, jun. Efq.

of Kelvedon-Kall, Ef-

fex, to Mifs Eliza Law-
fon, daughter of Sir

John Lavvfon, Bart.

II. Major Henry Gage, ne-

phew and heir to Lord
Gage, to Mifs Skia-

ncr, daughter of the

late General Skinner.

18. Major-General Sir H.
Calder, Bart, to Mifs

Ofborne, daughter of

the late Admiral Of-
borne.

ip. Edward Hales, Efq: fon

of Sir Edward Hales,

Bart, to Mifs Lucy
Darell, daughter of

Henry Darell, Efq.

Lately, Lord Rofehill,

fon of the Earl ofNor-
thefk, to MifsRichetts,

daughter of William
Henry Richetts, Efq.

of Longwood, Hants.

Charles Blois, Efq. el-

defl fon of Sir John
Blois, Bart, to Mifs
Clara Price, daughter

of Jocelyn Price, Efq.

of Camblesforth, York-
fnire.

Feb. 16. General Rainsford to

Mifs Cornwallis Mo-
lyneux, daughter of

the late Sir More
Molyneux.

17. Charles Owen Cam-
bridge, Efq. to the

Hon. Mrs. Cochrane.

21. The Hon. Richard Edge-
cumbe to Lady Sophia

Hobart, daughter of

the Earl of Bucking-
hamfhire.

23. John Holden Strutt,

Efq. fon to John Strptt,

Efq. M. P. for Mai-
den, to lady Charlotte

Fitzgerald, filler to

the duke of Leinfler.

24. Thomas Ivie Cooke,
Efq. to Lady Amelia
Murray.

Tho.
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Tho. Strickland, Efq.

of Sizergh, Weftmore-
Jand, to Mifs Lawfon,

daughter of Sir John
Lawfon, Bart.

In Ireland, the Hon.
Robert Rochford, to

Mifs Smyth, of Dum-
cree.

Lately, Lord de Clif-

ford of Ireland to

Mifs Mary Bourke,

daughter of the Arch-

bifhop of Tuam.
Jacob Aftley, Efq. el-

deit fon of Sir Ed-
ward Aftley, Bart, to

Mils Browne, daugh-

ter of the late Sa-

muel Browne, Efq.

of Lynn.

March II. Thomas Horton, jun.

Efq. ofHolroyde-houfe,

Yorklhire, to Lady
Mary Gordon, daugh-
ter of the Earl of

Aberdeen.
22. John Lord Lindores,

to Mils Jane Reeve,
daughter and coheirefs

of the late Sir Tho-
mas Reeve, Bart.

25. Rev. Edward Toivnf-

hend, nephew to the

late Charles, vifcount

Townfnend, to Mifs

Louifa R/ilner, daugh-

ter of the late Sir

William Milner, Bart,

i^ptil I. Henry Lord Apflcy,

to Mifs Georgina
Lenox, daughter of

Lord George Lenox.

3. Sir Robert Sinclair,

Bart, to Lady Made-
lina Gordon, daughter

of the duke of Gordon.
Lately, at Utrecht,

Loid Aghrim, foa of

the Earl of Athlon e,

to Mifs Munter.

23. Duke of Aoft, fon of
the king of Sardinia,

to the Archduchef*

Maria Therefa.

24. Bernard Edward How-
ard, Elq. of Farnham,
Suffolk, to Lady Eliza-

beth Bellafyfc, daugh-
ter of Earl Faucon-
berg.

Lately, Captain Har-
rington Price, to Lady
Maria Bowes, daugh-
ter of the face Earl
of Strathmore.

May ,16. Sir John Caldwall,
count of the facred

Roman empire, and.

Bart, to Mifs Harriot
• Meynell, daughter of
the late Hugh Mey-
nell, Efq.

20. Sir Simeon Stuart, Bart,

to MifsOImius,daugh-
ter of the Hon. Joha
Luttrel Olmius.

23. Lord Leflie, fon of the

couniefs of Rothes, to

the Hon. Mifs Pelham,
daughter of Lord Pel-

ham.
John Sullivan, Efq.
of Ritechin's Park,
Bucks, to Mifs Hen-
rittta Anne Barbara
Hob.irt, daughter of
the Hon. George Ho-
bart.

Edw. Dcforowe, Efq. of
Walton upon Thames,
to Mifs Ch..rlotce Ho-
bart, daughter of the

Hon. George Hebart.

28. The Hon. Mr. Talbot,

brother and heir to the

Earl of Shrewlbury, to

Jfc'ltfs Clifton, fccond

dau;:hiei
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daughter of the late

Thomas Clifton, Elq.

of Leatham, Lanca-
fhire.

June 6. Mr. Markham, fon of

theArchbilhop of York,

to Mil's Sutton, daugh-
ter to Sir Richard Sut-

ton.

rj. Cholmoley Dering Efq,

fecond ion of Sir Ediv.

Dering, Barr. to Mifs

Yates, daughter of the

late Sir jcleph Yates.

• 15. Lord William Murray,
to Mifs Hodges, grand-

daughter of the late

Sir James Hodge?.

16. Thomas Lockwood, jun.

Efq. to Mifs Char-
lotte Manners Sutton,

daughter of the late

Lord George Manners
Sutton.

22. John Maxwell, Eiq. fon

of the bifhop of Mcath,
to the Hon. Mifs An-
nefley, daughter of vif-

coun: Valencia.

30. The Earl of Ncwburgh
to Mifs Webb, niece

to Sir John Webb,
Bart.

Sir Wm. Foulis, bart.

to Mifs Mary Anne
Tamer.

July 1. Vifcount Powerfcourt

to Lady Catharine

Meade, daughter to

the Earl of Clan-

william.

S. Fitzwiliiam Barrjngton,

Efq. fecond fon of

Sir Fitzwiliiam Bar-

rington, Bart, to Mifs

Marlhall, daughter of

Captain Samuel Mar-
fhall of the N.I vy.

II. George Douglas, Efq.

of Cavers, to Lady-

Grace Stewart, daugh-
ter of the Earl of

Moray.
Lord William RulTel',

to Lady Charlotte Vil-

liers, daughter of the

earl of Jerfey.

16. Sir Charles Watfon,

Bart. fon of the

late Admiral Watfon,

to Mifs Juliana Cop-
ley, daughter of the

late Sir Jofeph Cop-
ley, Bart.

27. The Hon. Co!, Fane,

to Mifs Lowe.

?8. John Campbell, Efq.

to Lady Caroline How-
ard, daughter of the

Earl of Carlifle.

Aug. 3. The Hon, W. Finch,

brother to the Earl

of Aylesford, to Mifs

Brouncher, daughter of

the late Henry Broun-

cher, Efq. of St. Chrif-

topher's.

4. James Fox Lane, Efq.

to the Hon. Mifs Pitt,

daughter of Lord Ri-

vers.

6. Charles Cameron, Efq.

to Lady Mary Hay,
daughter of the late

Earl of Errol.

7. Michael Angelo Taylor,
Efq. M. P. for Poole,

to Mifs Vane, daugh-
ter of Sir Henry Vane,
Bart.

Lawrence Palke, Efq.

only fon of Sir Robert
Palke, bart. to Lady
IV^ary Bligh.

Lately, at Lintz, in

Upper Lufatia, Geo.
Sheldon, Efq. to the

Countefs Dow. Daun,
daught?<r
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daughter of Charles

prince of Averfperg,

and widow of Leo-

pold Count Daun,
prince of Tiano, in

Naples, and Ton of the

celebrated Marfhal cr.

Daun.

lo. Charles Stirling, Efq.

of the navy, ion of Sir

"William Stirlin^s to

Mifs Charlotte Grote,

daughter of the late

Andrew Grote, Efq.

12. Sir Patrick Blake, B.irr.

to Mifs Phipps, of

Bury.

Lately, William But-

ler, Efq. to the Plon.

Mifs Malley, daugh-

ter of the late Lord

Maffe)'.

Henry Cavendifh, el-

deft fen cf the Right

Hon. Sir Henry Ca-

vendiih, Bart, to Mifs

Cooper.

tg. Earl of MaiTareene to

Madame Mary Anne
Barcier, the Lady that

lately accompanied him
from France.

29. John King Dafliwood,

Efq. only fon of bir

John Dafhwood, Bart,

to Mifs Broadhead,

daughter of Theodore
Broadhead, Efq. of

Carfhalton.

Sept. 9. Lieutenant-Colonel Ch.

Lenox, to Lady Char-

lotte Gordon, daugh-

ter of the Duke of
Gordon.

16. Henry Hervey Arton,

Efq. to the Hon. Mifs
Ingram, daughter to

the late Lord irvin.

26. Sylvefter Douglas, Eiq.

to the Hon. Miis

North, daughter of
Lord North.

0>fl. 12. Robert Blencowe, Efq.

of the Inner Temple,
to Mifs Penelope Ro-
binfon, daughter of Sir

Geo. Robin ion, Bart.

In Ireland, Sir John
Hort, Bart, to Mifs
Aylmer.

14. Sir William Dolben,
Bart, to Mrs. Scotch-

mer, relift of the late

John Scotchmer, Efq.

cf Bury.

Nov. 4. Sir James St. Chir,
to Mifs Bouverie,

niece to the Earl of
Radnor.

Dec. 29. Henry Hare Townfiiend,

Efq. of Bruce- caitle,

toMifs Charlotte Lake,
daughter of Sir James
Lake, Bart.

30. Captain Sutherland, of
the Navyj to Mifs
Louifa Colebrocke,
daughter of Sir Geo.
Colebrooke, Bart.

PROMOTIONS for the year 1789,

January 5. Right hon. William
Wyndham Grenville, fpeaker of the

houfe of co.Timons.

— 14. Right hon. Wm. Erabazon
Ponfonby, and Charles lord Lcftus,

to be joint polimalters general of

Ireland.

Feb. 27. Robert Lawletr, Efq.

eldcll fon of Sir Robert Lawley
Bart, to be equerry to the Duke
of Ciur.berlar.d.

M.irch n. Earl Dehwa-, to be
a lord
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a lord of the bed-chamber.
— 12. Major-general Weft Hyde,

to be Col. ot the 20th regiment of

foot.

— 14. General Jofeph lord Do-
ver, to be Col. of the ill regiment

of life-guards.

Gen. Studholme Hodgfon, to be

col. of the nth regiment of light

dragoons.
— 17. Lt. General Sir Charles

Grey, K. B. to be Col. of the 7th

regiment of dragoon guards.

Major-General Francis Lafcelles,

to be Col. of the 8th regiment

of light dragoons.

— 21. Dr. SamuerHalIfax,biniop

of Gloucetter, to be biihop of St.

Afaph.— 28. Dr. Eufeby Cleaver, to

be bifliopof Cork and Rofs.

Rev. Mr. Sergrove, eledted maf-

ter of Pembroke College, Oxon,
vice Dr. Adams, deceafed.

April 3. John Earl of Chatham,
to be a privy- counfellor.

— 7. Hon. George Cranfield

Berkeley, to be mafter furveyor of

the ordnance.
— 9. Prince Edward, to be Col.

of the 7th regiment of foot.

— 10. Major-General William

Gordon, to be Col. of the 71 It

regiment of foot.

— 16. Lord Robert Fitzgerald,

to be fecretary of the embafiy to

France.

Rev. Thomas Williams, to be a

prebendary of Canterbury, vice

Dr. Lucas, deceafed.

Rev. William Craven, B. D.
elefted mafter of St. John's College,

Cambridge, vice Dr. Chevalier,

deceafed.

The hon. major Robert Hobart,

to be chief fecretary to the Lord

Lieut.ena»t of Ireland, and a privy-

counfellor of Ireland.

— 20. Sir Robert Murray Keith,

K. B. to be a privy-counfel-

lor.

May 5. Robert, archbilhop of
Dublin, the Right hon. Hugh Carle-

ton, chief juftice of the common
pleas, and Sir Samuel Bradftrect,

one of the juftices of the King's

Bench, to be commillioners for the

keeping of the Great Seal of Ire-

land.

— 15. Right hon. Sir William
Wynne, to be a privy-counfellor.

George Duke of Montague, to be
Lord Lieutenant of Huntingdon-
ftiire.— 16. Right hon. Alley ne Fitz-

herbert, to be envoy extraordinary

and minifter plenipotentiary to the

ftates general of the United Provin-

ces.

— 19. Prince William Henry,
to be Duke of Clarence and St.

Andrews in Great Britain, and Earl

of Munfter in Ireland.

— 30. Dr. Richard Beadon, to be
biftiop of Glouccftcr.

EarlofLeven, to be High Com-
miffioner to the General Afl"embly

of the church of Scotland.

June I. Hon. Captain George
Keith Elphinftone, to be treafurer

and comptroller of the houQiold to

the Duke of Clarence.

Captains Sir John Borlafe War-
ren, Bart, and Charles Morrice
Pole, and Col. \^'m. Dalrymple, to

be grooms of thq bedchamber to his

Royal Highnefs.

Captains Hugh Clobery Chriftian

and the hon. John Rodney, and Col.

John Byde, to be his equerries.

Dr. Wm. Blane and Dr. Benja-

min Mofely, to be his phyficians,

and the la;ter, phyfician of the

houftiold,

Thomas
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Thomas Keate, Efq. to be Sur-

geon.

Rev. Mr. Wefton, to be a pre-

bendary of Durham, vice Dr.

Chaytor, decealed.

— 2. Hon.Tho. Francis Wenman,
LL.D. to be profeflbr of the civil

law in Oxford.

Sir William Gibbon, Eart. to

be Commiffioner of the fick and

hurt office, vice Corbet, deceafed.

— 5. Right hon. Wrn. Wynd-
ham Grenville, to be fecretary of

Hate.

Major-General George Ainflie,

to be Col. of the 13th regiment
of foot.

— 6. General James Murray, to

be Col. of the 21ft regimentof foot.

Lieutenant General Lord Adam
Gordon, to be commander in chief

of the army in Scotland.

Lieutenant General James Grant,
to be Governor of Stirling Caftle.

— 8. Henry Addington, Efq. to

b" fpeaker of the houfe of com-
mons.
— q. Thomas Lord Sydney, to

be vifcount Sydney.
— 13. Thomas vifcount Sydney,

b39
and the Right Hon. Henry Adding-
ton, to be privy-counfellors.

July 6. Right Hon. John Fitz-
gibbon. Lord Chancellor of Ireland,
to be Lord Fitzgibbon.

Major General Robert Prefcott,

to be Col. of the 28th regiment of
foot.

— 17. John Lloyd and John Mit-
ford, Kfqs. to be juftices of the
counties of Carmarthen, Pembroke,
Sec. and alio King's Counfel.
— 18. Martin Eden, Efq. envoy-

extraordinary at Drefden, to be mi-
niiler plenipotentiary there.

Charles Henry Frafer, Efq. to be
fecretary of erabafly at the Court of
Madrid, and minifter plenipoten-
tiary ia the abfenceofthe Ambaffa-
dor.

Alexander StruttOn, Efq. to be
fecretary of legation at the Court of
Vienna.

William Lindfey, Efq. the fame
at the Court of Peterlburgh.

Francis James Jackfon, Efq. to
be the fame at Berlin.

Peter Plolmes, Richard Town-
fend Herbert, Edward Fitzgerald,
Samuel Hayes, and George Raw<

to be chief jullice in Eyre South of fon, Eqrs. to be Commifiioners of
Trent. the ftamp-duties in Ireland.

Dr. Eufeby Cleaver, bifhop of Charles Lord Loftus, and
Cork and Rcfs, to be bifhop of Charles Earl of Bellamount, poft-

Leighlin and Ferns. mailers-general of Ireland.

Rev. Wm. Forfler, A. M. to be
bilTiop of Cork and Rofs.

— 16. Hon. Jolm Trevor, envoy
extraordinary to the court ofTurin,
to be minillcr plenipotentiary to

that court.

Rev. Tho. Poftlethwayte, B. D.
to be maftei of Trinity College,

Cambridge.
— 20. Right hon. John Fitzgib-

bon, to be Lord Chancellor of ire-

land.

— 23. The Duke of Clarence,

Edward Tighe, Efq. Sir Fj-ede-

rick Fiood, Bart. Charles Henry
Coote, and John Reilley, Efqr?.

with the auditor of the impreft

for tlie time being, to be Com-
milTioners of extraordinary and im-
preft accounts.

The Rev. Dr. Pearce, mafter of
the Temple, to be mafter of Jefus
College Cambridge, vice Dr. Bea-
don, rcllgncd.

J.
W. Rofe, Efq. to be Recorder

of the City of London, vice Mr.
vjerjeant



C4o] ANNUAL REGISTER, 1789.

. Serjeant Adair, refigned.

Charles Yorke, Elq. to be chief

juftice of Ely, vice Partridge

refigned.

— 21. Rev. William Bingham,

M. A. to be Archdeacon of Lon-

don.

Aug. 8. Right Hon. William Pitt,

Hon. Ed\vard James Eliot, Rich-

ard Earl of iVIornington, John

JefFeries vilcount Bayham, and

Henry Lord Apfley, to be Lords of

the treafary.

James Marquis of Graham, to

be a privy counfellor, and preiident

of the Committee for the confidera-

tion of all matters relative to trade

and foreign plantations in the ab-

fence of Lord Hawkelbury.

In Ireland.
12. Henry Earl of Clanrickard,

to be Marquis of Clanrickarde.

Ranilal William Earl of Antrim,

to be Marquis of Antrim.

George Earl of 1 yrone, to be

Marquis of the country of Wiuer-

ford.

Wills Earl of HfJlfborough, to be

Marquis of Downfhire.

Francis Charles vifcount GIc-

ravvly, to be Earl Annefley.

William vifcount Ennifkillcn, to

be Earlof Ennifkillen.

John vifccunt Erne, to be Earl

Erne.

John Joihua Lord Carysfort, to

be Earl of Carysfort.

John Lord Earlsfort, to be vif-

count Clonmcll.

John iNlev/port, Robert Batefon

Harvey, Samuel Hayes, and Robert

Hodfon B.irry, Efqrs. to be Baro-

nets.

ArthurWolfe, Efq. to be aprivy-

counfeltor and attorney general.

John Toler, Efq. to be folicicor-

gencral.

John Earl of Glandore, and John
Joihua Earlof Carysfort, to be guar-
dians and keepers of the Rolls.

Aug. 15. Jofeph Ewart, Efq. en-
voy extraordinary at Berlin, to be
minifter plenipotentiary at that

Court.

John Earl of Chatham, Richard
Hopkins, Efq. Charles George
Lord Arden, Samuel Lord Hood,
Sir Francis Drake, Bart. Robert
vifcount Belgrave, and the Hon.
John Thomas Townlhend, to be
Lords of the admiralty.

Conftantine John Lord Mul-
grave, and James Marquis of
Graham, to be paymallcrs-gcueral

of the forces.

— iS. James Earl of Salifljiiry,

to be Marquis of Salilbury.

Thomas vlfcounc Weymouth, to

be Marquis of Bath.

George vifcount Mount Edg-
cumbe and Valletort, to be Earl

of Mount Edgecumbe.
Hugh Lord Fortefcue, to be

Earl Fortefcue and vifcount Ebring-
ton.

-— 19. Hon. Jofeph Hewit, to be
fecond Serjeant at law in Ireland.

Henry Lawes Earl of Carhamp-
ton, to be Lieutenant General of tne

ordnance in Ireland.

— Z2. William Henry Earl of
Clermont, to be gentleman of
the bed-chamber to the Prince of
Wales.
— 29. George Evelyn vifcount

Falmouth, to be chief juftice in

Eyre North of Trent.

Sept. 9. Right Hon. Hugh Carle-

ton, chief jullicc of the Common
Pleas in Ireland, to be Baron Carle-

ton of Ireland.

Right Hon. William Eden, to be
Baron Auckland of Ireland.

Pvight Hon. Luke Gardiner, to

be Baron Mountjoy of Ireland.

Right Hon. Robert Stewart, to

be
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be Baron Londonderry of Ireland.

Sir John Browne, Bart, to be

Baron Kilmaine, of freland.

Sir Nicholas Lavvlcfs, Bart, to be

Baron Cloncurry of Ireland.

Henry Gore, Efq. to be Baron

Annaly of Ireland.

Sir Sampfon Eardley, Bart, to

be Baron Eardley of Ireland.

— 12. Lord Walfingliam, and

the Earl of Weftmoreland, to be

poftmafters-general.

Earl of Cheftcrneld to be mafter

of the mint.

Timothy Cafwall, Efq. to be

Cotnniiflioner of Excife.

John Armftrong and John Agar
Efqrs. to be privy-coimfellors of Ire-

land.

— 18. Thomas Loftus, Efq. to

be principal llorckeeper oi the ord-

nance of Ireland.

Robert Wynne, Efq. to be clerk

of the deliveries.

John Armit, Efq. to be fecretary

to the board of ordnance.

— 20. John Joihua Lord Carys-

fort, to be a privy-counfellor of

Ireland.

— 26. Sir Francis Vincent, Bart.

to be refident at Venice.

Lieutenant General John Doug-
las to be colonel of the 5th regi-

ment of dragoon-guards.

Alexander Earl of Balcarras, to

be Colonel of the 63d regiment of
foot.

061. 7. Duke of Dorfet, to be

Lord fteward of the houfhold.

— 14. John Earl of Weftmore-
land, to be a privy counfeilor of

Great-Britain, and Lord Lieutenant

of Ireland.

Cecil Hamilton, daughter of the

Hon. and Rev. George Hamilton,
M. A. canon of Windfor, .decafed,

brother of the late James Earl of

Abercorn, to have precedence as

Vol. XXXr.

the daughter of an Earl of the

kingdom of Great- Britain, by ths

name of the Right Hon. Lady
Cecil Hamilton.
— 51. Hay Campbell, Efq. of

Succoth, to be prefident of ths

College of futlice in Scotland.

Robert Dundas, Efq. of Arnif-

ton, to be Lord Advocate of Scot-

land.

R-cbert Blair, Efq. to bs Solicitcr

for Scotland.

Nov. 2. Major Francis Grofe, to

be Lieutenant Governor of New
South W^les.

— 3. John Laforey, Efq. Captain

in the Royal Navy, to be a Bart.

— John Wm. Rofe, Efq. Re-
corder of London, to be Serjeant at

— 7. Earl Fauconberg to be Col.

of the North York militia.

DEATHS for the year 1789.

Jan. I. The Right Hten. Fletcher

Norton, Lord Grantley, Baron of

Markenheld in Yorklhire, a lord

oftrade and plantations, Chief Juf-
tice in Eyre of his Majeily's forelts

South of Trent,, Recorder of Guild-

ford, Surrey, one of his Majefty's

moft Honourable Privy Council,

and LL.D.—He was born June 23,

1 7 16 ; and married, IVIay 22, 1741,
Grace, eldelt daughter of Sir

William Chappie, Knight, one of

the judges of the court cf King's

Bench ; by whom he has left itlue,

I. William, the prefent Lord, born

in 1742 ; 2. Fletcher, a baron of

the Exchequer in Scotland, bora

in 1744 ; 3. Chappie, a Major-Ge-
neral in the Army, and Colonel in

the fecond Regiment of guaids,

and M. P. for Guildford, born in
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17^6, Grace, born in Novem-
ber, 1752. — In 1761, he was

appointed Solicitor- General, upon

the relignation of the Hon. Cha.

Yorke, and was at the iame time

knighted. In 1763, he was made
Attorney-General. In 1765, he

WIS removed from the latter, and

fucceeded by Mr. Yorke. In 1769,

he was made chief jullice in Eyre,

South of Trent, which place he

held until his death. In 1770, he

was chofen Speaker of the Houfe

of Cominons, in which ftation he

continued till 1780.—In 1782, he

was created a peer.—His Lordfhip

was defcended, paternally, from a

very ancient family in Yorkihire

and Suffolk ; and was maternally

defcended from Sufan, daughter of

Richard Nevil, Lord Latimer, in

1531, defcended from the firft Earl

of Weftmorelai'.d, by a daughter of

John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancarter,

ion of Edward ill.

2. The Right Hon. Charles Wol-

fran Cornwall, Speaker of the Houfe

of Commons, and Chief Juitice in

Eyre, North of Trent.

Sir Robert Bernard, Bart.

Lady Betty Archer, filler to the

late Earl of Halifax, and relift of

Henry Archer, Efq.

Sir V/idiam Maxwell, Bart.

6. The Right Hon.Noel Hiil, Lord

Berwick. He was created a peer

May 19th 17S4. He married, No-
yember 17th 1768, Anne, dauugh-

ter of Henry Vernon, of Hilton

in Staffordftiire ; by whom he has

left ifTiie, Thomas, the prefentLord,

born Oftober 7th 1774, William,

Richard, Henrietta Matia, Anne,

and Amelia Louifa.

Don Gcnaro, fecond fon of their

Sicilian Majefties.

II. Sir Charles Barrow, Bart.

M. P. for Gloucelter.

Lately, James Vifcount Clifden

of Ireland.

22. The Hon. Anne Herbert,

relirtof the Hon. Nicholas Herbert.

Lieutenant General William
Wynyard.
The Hon. Harriet Emma Mari-

ana Devereux, danghter of Vifcount

Hereford.

25. Admiral James Young.

The Hon. Mrs. Temple, mo-
ther of Lord Palmer Hon.

Feb. 3. Don Carlos, youngeft

fon of their Sicilian MajeiTies.

Anne, Dow. Vifcountefs Bangor.

8. Hon. Mr. Talbot, brother and

prefumptive heir to the Earl of

Shrewfbury.

14. Lady Henrietta Gordon,
daughter of Alexander, fecond

Duke of Gordon.

15, Lady Dowager Bamfylde,
mother of Sir Charles Warwick
Bamfylde, Bart.

Rear Admiral Matthew Whit-
well, younger brother to Lord
Howard de Walden.

17. The Hon. Mifs Johnftone,

filler to the Marquis of Arun-
dale.

22. The Hon. Eleanor Court-

ney, fiiter of Vifcount Courtney.

25. Lady Robinfon, relict of Sir

William Robinfon, Bart.

March 7. The Hon. Frances Ca-
tharine Legge, daughter of Lord

Levvifham.

II. In her 81ft year. Right Hon.
Ellis Agar, Countefs of Brandon.

Her Ladylliip was married in the

year 1726 to the Right Hoa. Sir

Theobald Burke, Bart, afterwards

Lord Vifcount Mayo ; and, fome
years af:er his deceafe, to the Right

Hon. Francis Lord Athenry, pre-

mier baron of Ireland ; after whofe

deceafe, in the year 1758. fhe

w.^s created Countefs of Brandon.

23. la
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23. In his 76th year, the Mod

Noble Thomas OfbDrne, Dake of

Leeds,Marquisof Carmarthen, Rarl

of Danby, Vifcount Latimer and
Dumblain, Baron Oiborne of Kive-

ton, Knight of the Moft Noble

Order of the Garter, Barongt, one

of his Majerty's mod honourable

Privy-council, LL.D. and F, R. S.

His Grace was the only furviving

fon of Peregrine Hyde, Duke of

Leeds, by his firil wife, the Lady
Elizabeth Harley, daughter of Ro-
bert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mor-
timer, Lord High Treafurer of

England ; was born November 6th

1713, and fucceeded to his father's

honours and eftates May 9th, 1731.

June 6th, 1740, he married the

Lady Mary, youngeft daughter of

Francis E. ofGodolphin, who de-

parted this life Augull ^d^ ^764.
by whom he had iflue a fon, born in

1741, who lived but a few days

;

He.irietta, born in 1744, who died

foon after ; Thomas Marquis of Car-

5»3rchen, born January 29th, 1750,
(called up by writ to the Houfe of

Peers in May 1776, as Baron Of-

borne of Kiveton,) now Duke of

Leeds, and one of his Majefty's

principal Secretaries of State.

April 2d. At Edinburgh, the

Right Hon. John Lord M'^Leod,
Pvlajor- General in the Britifh fer-

vice, and Colonel of tile 7 ill regi-

ment of foot, alfo Count Cromartie,
and a commandant of the order of
the Sword, in the kingdom of
Sweden, He was the eldelt fon of

the late Earl of Cromartie, and at

an early period of life entered into

the Swtdilh army, where he for

many years ferved with great repa-

tation. On the breaking-out of the

American war, he came home, raifed

a good regiment of two battalions

of his owu country men, with whom

he went to the Eaft Indies. On the

forfeited eftates being reftored, in

1784, his Lordfhip kad the family

eftate of Cromartie reftcred to him.
He married, in T786, the cldeft

daughter of Lord Forbes, but has

left no ifTue.

5. William Holies, Vifcount
Vane of Ireland, great grandfoa
of the famous Sir Henry Vane.
He was born February 4th 1 7 1

3 -
1 4,

and married, in 1735, Frances, ^-^^

widow of Lord William Hamilton,
and daughter of William Hawes,
Efq. of Purby, Berks, who died ia

March 17S3, [fee vol. XXX. p.

231, where, by miftake, Sufannah
VifcounLefs Fane, is inferted infiead

of Frances Vifccuntefs Vane.] She
was the celebrated beaflty of that

name, and, dying without ifTue,

the title h exiinh.

7. Achmet IV. grand fignior.

8. John Earl of Caithnefs.

The title devolves on Sir John Sin-

clair of May.
9. Sir Brooke Booihby, Bart,

13. Brigadier General Hope,
Lie J tenant Governor of the Pro-
vince of Quebec.

22. The youngeft daughter of
Lord Vernon.

29. The Hon. Mrs. Hamilton,
fifler to Lord Calllewart.

-James Vifcount LiiFord, Lord
Chancellor of Ireland.

May 6. The Hon. George By-
ron, brother to Lord Byron.

12. The Hon, John William
Townfliendj only furviving fen of

the late Right Hon. Charles Town-
fhend, and heir to the barony of

Greenwich, on the death of his

mother, Carolina Countcfs Dowa-
ger of Dalkeith.

13. Sir Thomas Willam Trol-

lofe, Bfrt.

17. The Hon. Emily Eliza-
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beth Coventry, daughter cf Vif-

coant Dcirhurft.

29. Gcorgtana Lady Dowager
Middlcton, wife of Edivard Miller

Munday, Efq.

31. Lieat. General Mackay,
commander in chief for Scotland.

Jane 2. At Berlin, Baron Knyp-
haufen, an Hcffian general, in the

Britilli i'ervice in the late war.

3. Lady of Lord Ducie.

4. Louis Jofeph Xavier Bene-

dict, dauphin of France.

The Hon. Mrs. Vane, relift cf the

Hon. Raby Vane, brother of the

Earl of Darlington.

7. Sir Stanier Porter, knight.

15. Sir John Silvefler Smyth, Eart.

26. R alph Vifcount Wicklow of

Ireland.—He was the fon of Dr.

Robert Howard, BiOiop ofElphin,

and married the heirefs of William

Forward, Efq. of the county of Do-

negal.

30. Lady Frances Steuart, Af-

ter of the Earl of Wemyfs, and re-

lift of the late Sir James Steuart

Denham, Bart.

laly I. Mifs Hannay, daughter

of Sir Samuel Hannay, Bart.

8. Mrs. Mary Craven, mother

of Lord Craven.

12. James Erydges, Efq. fon

of the late Hon. and Rev. Henry

Brydges, brother to the firft Duke
of Chandos. By hi? death the in-

heritance of the JEarldom of Carnar-

von becomes extinft.

1 7. Countefs of Lauderdale.

21. The Karl of Stair: he is

fucceedcd by his Son Lord Vifcount

Dalrymple, AmbafTador at the^ Court

ofPrufiia.

23. Chriftabella Dowager Vif-

countefs Saye and Sele :— Ihe was

the daughter of Sir John Te-rel,

Bart, and died, having been thrice

married, at the age of 94, Her fa-

vourite amufement was dancing, i?>

which flic indulged to the lall week
of her life.

27. Ofwald Mofley, eldeft fon

of Sir John Mofley, Bart.

28. Conntefs of Charleville.

29. Sir Vv^atkin Williams Wynne,
Bart, in his 41ft year, of Wyiiftay,

CO. Denbigh, M. P. for that county.

Lieutenant and Cuftos Rotulorum
of Merionethfhire, and a Vice-Prefi-

dent of the Weftminfler General

Difpenfary. He married, firfr^Lady

Harriet Somerfet, filler to the Duke
of Beaufort, who died withcuc-ifrue ;

2dly, Mifs Grenville, filler to the

Marquis of Buckingham, by vvhom
he has eight children.

30. The Dowager Lady Car-
berry.

31. Richard Vifcount Eoyne.

The Hon. Gen. John Fitzwiiliam.

Countefs Dowager of Callle-

haven.

Aug. 3. Elizabeth Lady Dowa-
ger Cathcart :— fne was four times

married, and died without ifTue.

Right Hon. Sir John Goodrick,

Bart. M. P. for Ripon, and former-

ly AmbafTador to Sweden.
8. Louifa Marchionefs of Landf-

downe, fifler of the Earl of Upper
OfTory. She has left a fon and a

daughter.

14. The Hon. Mifs Southwell,,

daughter of the late Lord ClifFord

of Appleby.

Lady Mitchell, relidl of Sir An-
drew Mitchell, Bart.

16. Lady Anne Cole, aged 19,,

daughter of the Earl of Ennifkillen.

Her death was occafioned by drink-

ing cold lemonade when heated by
dancing.

I J. Mrs. Burrell, grandmother

to Sir Peter Burrell, the duchefies

of Northumberland and Hamilton,

and Lady Lov^ine.

17. Ja^es
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17. James Earl of Lauderdale,

Viicount Maitland, Lord Thurle-

ftone, MuiTeibar-^h, and Uohon,
heritable Jloyal Standard-bearer of

Scotland, Baronet of Nova Scotia,

a-.d formerfy Lord Lieutenant and

High Sheriff of the county of Edin-

burgh, and one of the Lords of

Police. His Lordfhij) was the eld-

ell of eight fons of Charles fixth Earl

cf Lauderdale,) by the Lady Eli-

zabeth Ogilvie, daughter of Jamej
Earl of Findlater and Seafield, the

lalt Chancellor of Scoiland. He
was born in the year 1718 ; fuc-

cecded his father in 1744 ; was one

of the fixteen reprefentatives of the

Scottifh peerage in the tenth and

eleventh parliaments of Great Bri-

tain, and again eleded, July 24,

I 782, during the courfo of the fif-

teenth parliament. He fervcd early

in the army, rofe to the rank of

Lieutenant-Colonel, and had the

command of the i6th regiment of

foot, which he held for feveralyears,

but rcfigned in confequence of a

partiality difcovered in the promo-
tion of a junior officer. In 1749
he married Mary Turner Lonjbe,

daughter and cohcirefs of Sir Tho-
mas Lombe, of the county of Kent,

whofe lamented death happened on

the 18th of lalt month. His Lord-

fhip is fucceeded in honours and ef-

tates by his eldelt fon Janies Lord
Vifcoui.t Maitland, M. P. for

Malmfburv, now Earl of Lauder-
dale.

20. Lord Carlingford, only fon

of the Earl of Tyrconnel.

Sept. 4. The dutthefs of St. Al-
ban's.

5. Countcfs of Dyfcrt.

Lately, the Hon. Caroline Sack-
viUe, filter to Vifcount Sackville.

14. Sir Robert Barker, Bart,

inany years commander in chief of

the Eaft India company's forces ia

Bengal.

19 Countefs of Donegal.

27, Right Hon. Sir Thomas
Miller, Bait, of Gleiilee, prefident

of the court of fcflion in S>;otland.

29. James Duke of Chandos,
Marquis and Earl of Carnarvon,
Vifcount Wikon, and Baron Chan-
dos, Lord Ste.vard of His Majelfy's

Ho.:lhiold, Ranger of Enfield Chace,
High Steward of the city of Win-
chelfer, one of His Majefty's Molt
Honourable Privy Council, and
LL.D. Hevvasgrandfonofthelirll

Duku of Chandos, and by the fe-

male fide he was royally defcended.

His mother was the coheirefs of
Charles LurdBruce, afterwards Eari

of Ayleibury, who was the repre-

fentativc, through the noble fami-

lies of Seymour and Grey, of the

eldelt daughter and coheirefs of'

Charles Brandon Duke of Suffolk,

and Mary Queen - Dowager of
France, his wife, youngflt daugh-
ter of Henry Vli.—His Grace was
born Dec. 27, 1731; and at the

general elections in 1754, and 1761,
he was elected knight of the fliire

for Radnorlhire. He fucceeded his

father Nov. 28, 1771. On the ac-

celfion of his preient Majelty, he

was appointed one of the i^ords of
his IVlajelly's bed-chamber, which
he refigned ia 1764 ; and, Dec.
26, 17S3, he fucceeded WilJiain

Earl of Dartmouth in the oflice of
Lord Steward of His Majelfy's

Houfehold.—His Grace was twice

marr. :d ; his firil lady was Mar-
garet, daughter and fole heir of

John I'icol, efq; oi Minchcnden-
houfe, l>outhgatc, who died Aug.

14, 176 • jaud by whom he had no
iffue. irj o fecond lady was the pre-

fent Duchefs, Anne-Eliza, daugh-

ter of Richard Gamon, efq; and

[ ^] 3 widow
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widow of Roger Hope Elletfon, efq;

lieutenant governor of Jamaica,

married to the Duke June 21, 1777,
and by whom he had two daughters,

Lady Georgiana- Charlotte,to whom
their Majeflies were fponfors in

perfon, who died the day following,

and Laoy Anna-Eliza, his only Cur-

\'iving child, born Oifl. zz, 1779 ;

on whom the bulk of his large for-

tune defcends.— He was the laft

male ifiue of James Brydgcs, ejgliih

Lord Chandos ; his couiln, Mr.

James Brydges, fon of the Arch-

deacon of Rochefter, dying ifTuelefs

about three months before him. The
barony is claimed by the Rev. Ed-

ward Tymewell Brydges, of Woot-
ton-court, in Kent, as next heir

male of the body of the firft Baron in

1554; and he accordingly has peti-

tioned for his writ of fummons.

Lady Margaret Graham, relift

of the late Nichol Graham, Efq,

Oft. 2. Francis Earl of Hunting-

don, tenth Earl of Huntingdon, Ba-

ron Moels (by writ of fummons 27

Edward I.) Molines (21 Edward 111.)

Botreux (42 Ed. III.) Hunger fcrd of

Heytefbury (7 Jan. 1.1.25, 4 Henry

VL) and Haftings of Afhby de la

Zouch (26 July, 1461, I Ed.vard

IV.) He was born April 5, 1729,

and died unmarried. The earldom

13 fuppofed to be exlinft, but the

baronies defcend to his only furvi-

ving filler, Elizabeth Countefs of

Moira, of the kingdom of Ireland.

9. Rt. Hon. JamesHTmilton, Earl

of Abercorn and Baron Paifley in

Scotland, V'ifcount Hamilton in Eng-
land, and Vifcount Strabane in Ire-

land ; alfo a privy counfeilor of that

kingdom. He was born in the year

1 7 J 2, and was the only nobleman in

the kingdom who united in his own
perfon the honours of the peerage

^f England, Scotland, and Ireland.

He was fummoned by writ to thj

Houfe of Peers of Ireland in 1736;
fucceeded his father as Earl of A-
bercorn. Jan. 13, 1 744; and was

created Vifcount Hamilton, Aug. 8,

1786. His Lcrdfhip died unmar-

ried. His Lordfliip is lucceedcd in

his honours and eftates by h:s ne-

phew, James Hamilton, Efq. M.P,
for St. Germain's.

12. John Dalrymple, Earl ef

Stair, and Vifcount Dalrymple,

He is fucceeded in titles and eftate

by his fon John, now Earl of Stair,

late one of His Msjeity's ambaffa-

dors at the court of Berlin.

16. Lady of Lord Macdonald.

17. At the Earl of Aylesford s

feat at Packington, co. Warwick,
the Right Hon. George Waldegra ve.

Earl V/aldegrave, Viicuunt Chew-
ton, and Baroa Waldegrave, Mailer

of the Horfe to the Queen, Aid-de-

camp to the King, Colonel of the

6^d regiment of foot, and one of

his Majefty's moll honourable Pri-

vy Council. He was born Nov. 21,

1751; married May 5, 1782, to

Lady Elizabeth-L'duraWaldegrave,

eldetl daughter of his uncle. Earl

James-, and her Royal Highnefs the

Duchefs of Glouceiier, by whom
he had iffue one daughter, born

July 14, 1783, and a fon, born

July 13, 1784.

18. Lady Mannock, relift of

Sir James Mannock, Bart.

20. Anne Countefs Dowager of

Albemarle.

Nov. 8. Admiral John Vaughan,

9. The Hon. Mrs. Howard, wife

of Henry Howard, Efq. and daugh-

ter of the lall Lord Archer.

18. Rear Admiral Sir Francis

Samuel Drake, Bart.

Sir John Read, Bart.

Thomas Beddingfield, Efq. fon of

Sir Richard Beddingfield, Bart.

At
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At Bologna, the Duchefs of Al-

bany, natural daughter of the late

Pretender, who fent for her from
France fome time before hh death,

and had her legitimated. Her com-
plaint was an abfcefs in the fide,

and is attributed to a fall from her

horfe fome time before (lie left

France. She was the lalt direct

defcendant (if a natural child can

be fo called) of the Stuarts, except

the Cardinal of York, who is her

heir, excepting a few fmall lega-

cies to domeftics.

20. Archduchefs Maria Anna of

Auftria.

21. Sir Edward Knatchbull,

Bart.

Dec. Lately, Sir J. Lifier K:iye,

Bart.

13. Lady of the Hon. George
Keith Elphindone.

2z. At Florence, the Right Hon.
George Naflau Clavering Cowper,

Earl Cowper, Vilcount Fordwich,

Baron Cowper of Wingh?.m, and

Baronet of England and Nova Sco-

tia; Prince of Milan in the Holy
Roman Empire, and Knight of the

Order of St. Hubert. He was born

Aag. 26, 1738, and fucceeded his

father. Earl William, Sept. 18,

1764. His Lordlhip was married,

in the year 1775, to Mifs Hannah
A. Gore, youngeft daughter of
Charles G. efq. of Southampton

;

by whom he has left ifTue. i . George-
AjguUus, born Auguft 9, 1776,
whofucceeds to his titles and eflaies;

2. Peter - Leopold - Louis- Francis,

born May 6, 1778 ; and, 3. Ed-
ward-Spencer, born July 16, 1779.—The late Lord was grandion to

the famous Sir William Cowper
(wno, in 1705, was made lord-

keeper of the great fcal, created

Baron of Wingham in Kent, Nov.

9, 1706, and Vifcount Fordwich^

and Earl Cowper, March iS, 171S)

and was created a Prince by tlxe

prefent Emperor.
26. Lady Forbes, rellcl of Sir

William Forbes, Bart.

27. At Melville-houfe in Scot-

land, John Lord Ruthven, great-

grandlbn of Thomas firit Lord, by
his grand daugncer Ifabcila, the

wife of Col. James JohnlUn, fum-
moned to the coronations of Geo. L
and IL as Baroneft Ruthven. The
honour, forfeited by the famous

Gowrie confpiracy againfl: James L
was revived by Charles II. 1651,
in the perfon of Sir Thomas Ro-
bert Freeland.—His Lordfhip mar-
ried, in 1776, Lady Mary Leflie,

daughter of the Earl of Leven, and

has left a nu.Tierous family. He
fucc?eded his father in 1783, who
had been twice married; Hrll, to

Mifs Janet Nefbet, ofDirleton, who
was the mother of the late Lord

;

fecondly, to Lady Anne Stewart,

filter to the Earl of Bute, by whom
he had fever.il children.

SHERIFFS appointed for the

Tear 1789.

Berk/hire. Edward Golden, of

Maiden Earley, FJlj.

Bcdfordjhire. Samuel Boyden, of

Milion Ernefs, Efq.

Bucks. Richard Davenport, of

Great Vlarlowv, Efq.

Camb. and Hunt. Thomas Pan-

ton, of Fen Ditton, Efq.

Chejhire. Sir John Chetwode, of

Agden, Bart.

Corn-voa'J. Robert Lovell Gwat-
kin, of Kiiiow, Ei'q.

Cumberland. Thomas Dentoa, of

Warnal-hall, Efq.

Dnbyjhire. Martin Farncll, of

Coron in the Eluies, Efq.

[ i;^ ] 4. Dcvonjhire.
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Dcfonjhire. Montague Edaiand
Parker, ofWhiceway, Efq.

Dorfctjhire. Frederick Thomas
Wentworth, ofHenbory, Efq.

EJjfex. Thomas Fovvell Buxton,
ofEail's Colne, Efq.

Gloucejierjhire. George Miller, of
Ozleworth, Efq.

Hcrcfordjhire. William Taylor,

of Tillington, E(q.

Hertfordjhlre. Drummond Smith,

of Tring Park, Eiq.

Kent. John Cartier, of Bedgbu-
ry, Efq.

Leicejierjhire. Jofiah Cockfh'Jtt, of
Ofbaldifron, Efq.

Lincoln/hire. Lewis Dymokc, of

Screvelfby, EQj.

Monmouthjhire. Thomas Lewis,

of Saint Peer, Efq.

Norfolk. Brampton Gurdon Dil-

lingham, of Letton, Efq.

Northamptonjhire. Richard Han-
well, ofLonjj; Buckby, Efq

Northumberland. Robert Lifle, of

Afton, Efq.

Nottifighamjhire. John Chamber-
lin, of Sutton Bonnington, Efq.

Oxfordjhire. John Blackall, jun.

ofHafley, E'q.

Rutlandjhire. Benjamin Cramp,
of Oakham, Efq.

Shropjhire. Jofeph Oldhara, of

Cainham, Et'q.

Somer/efjhire. George Templar,
of Shapwick, Efq.

Staffordjhire. Thomas Leverfage

Fowler, of Per.ford, Efq.

Suffolk. Nathaniel Lee Aclon, of

Live; more, Efq.

County of Southampton. William

Harris, of New Arlesford, Efq.

Surrey. Thomas Sutton, of Eall
Molefey, Efq.

Suffe::. Sir Ferdinando Poole, of
Lewes, Bart.

Warnvickjhire. Thomas Ward, of
Moreton Morrell, Efq.

Worccjlerjhire. John Spooner, of
Leigh-court, Elq.

Wikjhire. Thomas Grove, of
Fern, Elq.

Torkjhire. Walter Fawkes, of
Farnley-hall, Eiq.

SOUTH WALES.
Carmarthen. Walter Thomas, of

Wainrhydod, Eiq.

Pembroke. George Roche, of
Clareflon, Efq.

Cardigan, John Jones, ofDerry
Ormond Efq.

Gla-morgan. John Lewellyn, of
Welch St. Donats, Efq.

Brecon. Jeffreys Wilkins, of Bre-
con, Eiq.

Radnor. Thomas Dappa, of
Knighion, Efq.

NORTH WALES.

Anglefea. John Williams, of Nan-
tannog, Efq.

Curnaruon. William Hughes, of
Nan teal I, Efq.

Denb:ghjhire. Charles Brown, of
Marchwiel, Eiq.

Fh)it. Richard Wilding, of Pref-

tatyn, Eiq.

Merioneth. Edward Lloyd, of
Falan, Efq.

Montgomery. Francis Lloyd, of
Domgay, Efq.

APPENDIX
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March 2, 1789.

N order has been made by the

lords of nis lir'jeity's moll

honouiable privy council for diC-

continuing the ijvm of prayer for

the recovery *ofhismajelly's health,

and. reading in lieu the following :

* Almighty God, Father of all

comforts, ana ihc ilrength of thofe

who put their trull in thee ; wt prof-

trate ourlelvcs before thy Divine

Majelly, and humbly prefume to

ofl'cr up our pralfcs and thankfgiv-

ings for thy mercy vouchlafed to

our moll gracious Ibvereign.

" Tiiou hall raifed him from the

bed of ficlcnefs ; thou haft again

lifted up the light of thy counte-

nance upon him, and blelTed him
with fure trull and confidence in thy

proreftion. Confirm, O Lord, we
beleech thee, the reliance which we
have on the continuance of thy

goodnefs ; and ftrengthen and ella-

blilh in him, if it be thy good plea-

fure, the work of thy mercy.
'* Grant that he may lead the re-

fidue of his life in thy fear, and to

thy glory : that his reign may be

long and profperous ; and that we,

his fubjeds, may (hew forth our

thankfulnefs for thy loving-kind nefs,

and for all the bleflings which,

thiough his jull and naild govern-

ment, thou btlloweil upon us. To

this end may we be enabled by thy
grace to maintain a deep and lively

fenfe of thy ;;; 00 J providence, to pay
due obedience to his lawful autho-
rity, to live in chrillian charity to-

wards each other, and to walk be-
fore thee in all virtuous and godly
living.

** Finally, we pray thee to keep
him in perpetual peace and fafety,

and to grant that, this life ended,

he may dwell with thee in life ever-
lafling, through Jefus Chrift our
Lord and Saviour. Amen."

Account of the ProceJJion to St. Paul*/

Church on the Day of Thankfgi-i;-

ing for his Majejly^s Reco-very.

Whitehall, April 25.

THURSDAY laft being ap-

pointed by his majelly 's pro-

clamation to be obfervcd as a day
of general thankfgiving to Almightv
God for the fignal interpofition of

his good providence, in removing
from his majelly the late illnefs

with which he had been afflicled,

bis majefty was pleafed, for the

greater folemnity of the d.iy, to go
to the cathedral church of St. Paul,

accompanied by the queen, their

royal highnefies the prince of
Wales, the duke of York, the prin-

cefs royal, thepriucefs Augulla, tha

* See Appendix to Chronicle la the Ann. Reg. for 1788.

princ.Ts
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priiicefs Elizabeth, the duke of which the proccffion pafled were
Gloucefter, and the duke ot Cum- guarded by the queen's light dra-

berland, and his highncls prince

William ; and attended by both

houfes of parliament, the great of-

ficers of ftate, the judges, and other

public officers, to return thanks to

God for his great mercies and blef-

fcngs.

The proceffion was begun at eight

o'clock in the morning by the houfe

of commons, in their coaches, fol-

lowed by their fpeaker, in his ftate-

coach. Next came the mafters in

chancery, the j udges, and after them

the peers, in the order of preceden-

cy, as they were marlhalled by the

officers of arms at Weftminiler, the

youngeft baron going Erft, and the

lord chancellor, in his ftate coach,

clofing this part of the proceffion.

Such of the peers as were knights

wore the collars of their refpedtive

orders.

Afterward came the royal family,

in order of precedency, with their

attendants, efcorted by parties of

the royal regiment of horfe-guards.

Their majefties fet out from the

queen's palace foon afcer ten o'clock,

in a coach drawn by eight cream-

coloured horfes, (in which were al-

fo two of the ladies of her majefty's

bed-chamber) followed by their roy-

al highnefles the princefies, and

proceeded through the gate at the

Stable-yard, along Pall-mall, and

through the Strand, amid the loyal

acclamations of a prodigious con-

courfe of people.

The ftreets were lined, as far as

Temple-bar, by the brigade of

foot guards, the grenadier compa-

nies of which were pofted in St.

Paul's church, and in the church-

goons. From Temple-bar to the

church, the ftreets were lined by the

artillery company and the militia of

the city j the peace officers attend-

ing both within and without the city,

to prelcrve order.

At Temple- bar his majefty was
met by the lord mayor in a guwn
of crimfon velvet, by the (herifFs

in their fcarlet gowns, and a depu-

tation from the aldermen and com-
mon-council (being all on horfe-

back) when the lord mayor furren-

dered the city fword to his majefty,

who having returned it to him, he

carried it bare-headed before the

king to St. Paul's.

His majefty being come to St.

Paul's was met at the welt door by
the peers, the bifliop of London,
the dean of St. Paul's (biffiop of

Lincoln) the canons refidentiary,

and the kings and other officers of

arms ; the band of gentlemen pen-

fiosers, and the yeomen of the

guard attending.

The fword of ftate was carried

before his majefty by the marquis

of Stafford into the choir, where

the king and queen placed themJ-

felves under a canopy of ftate, near

the weft end, oppofue to the altar.

The peers had their feats in the

area, as a houfe of lords, and the

commons in the ftalls. The upper

galleries were allotted to the ladies

of her majefty's bedchamber, the

maids of honour, and fuch other

ladies of diftinftion as attended on
this occafion. The foreign minif-

ters were placed in the two lower

galleries, next to the throne ; and

the lord mayor and aldermen in the

yard, and patrolled by parties of lower galleries near the altar.

the royal regiment of horfe guards. The prayers and litany were

The avenues into the ftreets through read and chanted by the minor ca-

3 nons.
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nons. The Te Deum and anthems
compofed for the occafion were fung

by the choir, who were placed in

the organ-loft, and were joined in

the chorus, as alfo in the Pialms,

by the charity children, in number
about fix thoufand, who were afTein-

bled fhere previous to their majctHes

arrival. The communion fervicewas

read by the dean and refidentiaries;

and the fermon preached by the lord

bifhop ofLondon, from i'falm xxvii.

16. " O tarry thou the Lord's

Jeifure : be ftrong, and he fiiall

comfort thine heart : and put thou

thy truft in the Lord."

Then followed this anthem, ex-

prefsly felefted and commanded by

the King.
Three voices.

Contratenor, Rev. Mr. Clarke,

M. A.— Tenor, Mr. Hodfon,
M. B.—Bafs, Mr. Sale.

1. " O Lord, thou haft fearched

me out, and known me ; thou

knowell my down-fitting and mine
up-rifing; thou underftandeft my
thoughts long before."

Solo. Bafs Rev. Mr. Hayes. M. A.
2. ** Thou art about my path,

and about my bed : and fpieft out

all my ways.

3. For lo, there is not a word
in my tongue, but thou, O Lord,'

knoweft i; altogether,"

Solo. Contratenor, Rev. Mr.
Clarke. M. A.

6. " Whither (h;iil I go then from
thy fpirit, or whither fliall I go
then from thy prefence ?

7. If I climb up into heaven,
thou art there ; if I go down to hell,

thou art there alfo.

S. If I take the wings of the

morning, and remain in the uttcr-

iTiOit parts of the fca."

Three voices.

Contratenor, Rev. Mr. Clarke

;

Tenor, Mr. Guife ; Bafs, Rev.

Mr. Hayes, M. A. and Chorus.

9. " Even there alfo Ihall thy

hand lead me ; and thy right hand
Ihall hold me."
The patrons of the charity chil-

dren appeared with large gold and
fjlver medals by Pingo, pendant oa
ribbands, in commemoration of the

royal vifit. On the face of the me-
dal is the portrait of his Majefty.

Motto, CEORGIUS III. MAG. B».
ET HIB. R EX.

On the reverfe is the weft front

view of St. Paul's cathedral. Motto
round the legend,— LAETiTiA cum
piETATE. On the exergue, deo
OPT. MAX. REX PIENTISS. PRO
SALVTE. REST. V. S. L. M. APR.

23,1789.
Divine fervice being ended, their

ma)efties returned with the fame ftate

to the queen's palace, at about half

an hour after three o'clock. The
guns in the Tower and in the Park
were fired three times, firftupon the

king's fetting out, fecondly at the

finging of Te Deum, and thirdly up-

on his majefty's return ; after which

the brigade of foot guards fired a

/c'u de joie in St. James's Park, be-

ing drawn up in the front of the

queen's palace.

The public demonftrations ofjoy

and loyalty by the inhabitants of
London and Weftminfter, on the

occafion of his majefty's firft appear-

ance in public fmce his happy reco-

very, exceeded all exprellion ; and
yefterday evening the illuminations

in all parts of this metropolis fur-

paiTcd in fplendor and magnificence

all former exhibitions.

Among the Galas and Euterta'tnincnts

given upon the Recovery of the

King, thefoUov.'ing nvi-re the mofi
fiimptuous and magnificent

,

The
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?'be Gaht gi-ven by thcPrincefs Royal

a: irinJjor, on the iji cfMay.

TH E cards of invitation were

in her royal highnefs's name
to the unmarried branches of t!ie

ncbiiity, ?.;id other perfons of dif-

tindlion who were honoured on this

occaiion; the married were laviteJ

by Lord Ailefbury, in the name of

the queen.

The company, confifting of all the

foreign ambafladors, and thofe of the

nobility and commoners who were

foremort indillinguifliing themielves

during the late, political difpjtes,

jnade two hundred and twenty- eight,

perfons, who began to affemble in

the bali-room about eight o'clock.

The dreffes were the Windibr

uniform, with a fmall diitindion be-

tween the old and the young ladies,

the former having a long purple

train, the latter without any train'

at all.

The gown was white tiffany, with

a garter blue body. The fleeves.

were white, and ornamented, as was

the coat, which had three rows of

fringe at equal diftances from each

other, to anfwer the fringe at the

bottom of the gown, which fell only

juft low enough to appear like ano-

ther row of fringe over the upper-

moft of thofe three, as if there was

no feparation between the gown and

^oat.

All the ladies wore bandeaus

round the front of their head drefles,

v.ith the words " God fave the

King ;" and many of them had

beautiful medallions of his majelly,

fome plain, fome in pearl, and fome

fet in diamonds.

The dances did not begin until

near ten o'clock, their majelHes and

the princeffes being more than an

hour intermixed with the company.

converfmg in the moft affable man-
ner with ei'ery perfon in the room.
The fjx princefTes were prefeiit.

The fupper exceeded any thing of
the kind ever j^'iven in this kintr-

dom.
There were two long tables, and

at the upper end, oppofite the cen-

ter, one table under a throne, laid

out for thirteen-, and raifed above
the reil, to which the king led his

confort, and then, wilhing the com-
pany a good ui*ht, retired.

At the royal table fat

The Queen.
On her Icfc. [ On her right.

Duke of York,
Princefs Auguila,

Duke of Cutnbeiiand,

Princefs Mary,
Duke of Glpucefter's

daughter.

Prince 6i Wales,

Princefs P^oyal,

Duke ofOloucefler,

Princefs Elizabeth,

E>uke of Gjjuccf-

ter's fon.

Her majefty's' table was diftin-

guifhed by gold plates, gold diflies,

gold tureens, gold fpoons, gold can-

dle branches, and gold knives and
forks. /

On the ground -works of the royal

table were the figures of Peace and
Plenty, with the olive-branch and
cornucopia,— the accompaniments
various Genii weaving >. reaths of

flowers, — the pedeftals prefented

vafes of fruits.

On one of the long tables, the

platform was covered with dancing

figures,—the other had emblemati-
cal figures, Hope, Charity, Peace,

Plenty, Britannia, &c. &c. which
being done on far.d, gliflened with

the refleded light of the candles.

That part of the fupper which was

hot, ccnlifled of twenty tureens cf

different foups, roaft ducks, turkey

pouts, cygnets, green geefe, land

rails, chickens, afparagus, peas, and

beans. 1 he cold parts of the col-

lation were the fame kind of poul-

try tgned, and fvvimming or fland-

ing
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)ng in the center of trar.fparent jel-

lies, wnere they were fupported by
palte pillars not in circumtfrence

thicker than a knitting-needle.

This, with the lights playing from
the candles, and reflefted on by the

polifh of the plates and diihch, made
a moft beautiful appearance.

Crayfifli pies of all kinds were

diftributed with great talle ; and
the ham and brawn in niafqiierade,

fwiniming on the furface of pedef-

tals of jelly, feemingly fupported

but by the ilrength of an apparent

liquid, called for ad.-niration.

The ornamenfal parts of the con-

feiftionary were nunierous and 'plen-

did. There were temples four feet

high, in the different ftorjes of

which were fweetmeats. The vari-

ous orders of ;irchitc6ture weie alio

done with inimitable tafte.

The fide-tables contained large

gold goblets, and a new fervice of

gold and filver plates. In the cen-

ter of the latter were cmbofled that

part of the hillory of the I^oman
Father, where his daughter is in the

pious and filial a<5t of feeding l.im

in prifon with her own milk.

The defert comprehended all the

hot-houfe was competent to afford

—and, indeed, more than it was
thought art could produce at this

fcafon of the year. There was a

profofion of pines, flrawherries of
every denomination, peaches, nec-

tarines, apricots, cherries of each
kind, from the Kentifh to the Mo-
rclla, plums, and ran)errie,s, with

the bell and riphcll prefervcd fruits,

as well thole that are dried as thofe

that are in fyrup.

There were forty filver branches,

each holding two large wax tapers,

on the long tables, and fix gold
branches on the queen's tables

—

and at the fidc-baards were two

magnificent candelabra, which gav^
a very great light.

The hall .was elegantly illumi-

nated, and in a ftyle fuperior to

what it ever before expeficnced-
The floiie gallery on one fide wa«

hung with trnnfparencies by Re-
becca, and on the other with painr-

ines by Wert. It had a pretty ef-

fed.

The Prince and Duke of YorL:
arrived about five in the afternoon,
and fet off for Newmarket at a
qi:aiter pall four in the morning.

French Arnbajfador's Gala.

At this magnificent entertai.':-

m'^nt were prefent the royal family,
and all the principal nobilityof both
parties.

His excellency's hotife, which is

on a large fcale in Portman-fqnare,
was laid out in the moil convenient
ftyle the apartments could afford.

On the ground floor, at the right

of the grand entrance, was an ob-
long temporary room, raifed for the
occaf'on, with a fpace iir the centre
railed i.i for a certain number of
dancers, which his excellency had
ordered for the amurement of the

comjpany.

At the head of the room was a
chair of flate, prepared for her ma-
jeily, and chairs on each fide, for

the Prince of Wales, Duke of York,
Dul:e of Clarence, Prlnccfs Royal,
Princefles Elizabeth, Augufta, and
Muiy ; Dukes of Gloucefter and
Cumberland, Prince William of
Gloucefter, and his filler Princcis

Scphia.

On each fide oi the grand faloon

was a tranfparent painting;—that

on the right of her m^jefty, repre-

fenting the genius of France con-

gratulating the genius ofEiiglandon

the
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the recovery of the king, an excel-

lent likenefs of whom the goJdefs

of health held in her hand ;—on the

left was a reprefentation of the

graces attending her majefty, and

;in angel preparing to crown her.

The dances conciaued until near

one o'clock, when the fupper rooms

were opened, and difplayed a fcene

of luxury and magnificence fcarccly

to be defcribed.

About nine hundred cards of in-

vitation were given cut.

Grand Gala at Ranelagh, May 7.

The club at Bootle's gave their

promifed fete in remembrance of

his majefty's recovery,—which, in

point of magnificence. Hood unri-

valled amongft things of this fort.

Two temporary building* were

eredled on the occafion—of which,

that placed near the canal, at the

bottom of the garden, was of extra-

ordinary dimenfions, bsing r50 feet

in length, and ico in width.

It was finilhed within in the mofl

fuperbltyle, with pillars, painted in

imitation of marble, and hung with

lights the mOil brilliant imagin-

able.

The fupper was profufe, and

\yell ferved. In fliort, nothing was

wanting to make it the moft mag-

nificent entertainment perhaps ever

given in this country.

Sfanijh Ambajfador*s Gala.

June 9. The Marquis del Cam-
po gave his promifed fete, at

Ranelagh, in compliment to the

Queen of England, on his Majefty's

recovery.

The whole of the external front

of Ranelagh-houfe v/as illuminated

in a novel manner, and with uncom-

naoa brilliancy.

The anti-rooms were all fplen-

didly decorated, and gave a pro-

mife of what was to follow.

The portico immediately leading

to the rotunda, was filled on each

fide wich rows of myrtle and rofe-

trees, with carnations and pinks

between.

The rotunda, at the firft opening

to the fight, had the moft fuperb

appearance ever feen. The conti-

nued lamps fpread around the roof

had a ftriking effcft.

The lower boxes of the rotunda

formed a Spanifti camp, ftriped

blue and red. Each tent guarded

by a boy, drefled in a beautiful

Spanilh uniform. The gallery

formed a Temple of Flora, which
was lighted by a great number of

gold bafkets, containing wax ta-

pers, ornamented with rofes, &c.

A rich fire-work was difplayed in

the garden, which her Mnjefty had
an opportunity of viewing from the

gailtry behind her box. It was
form.ed in the fliape of a triumphal

a;ch, with tranfparent medallions

of the King and Queen, and over

the bow the infcription of " God
fave the King."

At one o'clock, on a fignal given,

the curtains before the receffeswere

intVantly drawn, and an elegant

fupper difcovered at one moment.
The company amounted in the

whole to two thoufand.

Coronation of the King of Spain.

Madrid, Sept. 28.

ON the 2ift inftant, being the

day appointed for the cere-

mony of the King of Spain's coro-

nation, or, as it is here termed, his

Public Entry, their Catholic Ma-
jeflies.



APPENDIX to the CHRONICLE. [255

ception of the great ofEcers of ftate

and their ladies, of both the male
and female part of the royal houfe-
hold, the members of the council of
Cafltle, thofe of the other fupreme
councils of the kingdom, and of the
heads of many other departments
of the (late, who all attended, with
their ladies, in court drefies. The
ambafladors and other foreign mi-
nifters were invited to the fealt, and
a balcony was allotted to each : the
ambafladors had their feats on the
firll ftory, and the minjllers of the
fecond order and the charges des
affaires on the fecond. By the moll
exact computation of the number
of fpedlators in the fquare, they a-
mounted to about forty- five thou-
fand.

On the 22d their Majeflles and
the royal family went early in the
morning, in private, to the old pa-
lace of the Buea Retiro, to which
the church of St. Jerome joins. At
nine o'clock the King and Queen,
with the Prince of Allurias, and the
Infant Don Antonio, entered the
church. Their Majefties took their

feats ©n a throne to the right of the
high altar, and the Prince of Aftu-
rias, and the Infant Don Antonio
on chairs to the left of the throne,
oppofite to which was featcd the
Cardinal Patriarch of the Indies,
and next to his eminence tliirteen

archbifhops and billiops on a bench.
The remaining fpace of the plat-
form raifed before the high altar
was occupied by the great officers

of ftate, and of the houfehold. At
the entrance of it ftood four heralds
at arms, and on the fteps four mace-
bearero with the royal maces. la
the body of the cluirch was fcated,
according to their rack, a certain
number >r the grandees of Spain,
of the Titulis o£ Caftile, and the

jefties, together with all the royal

family of Spain, in different llate-

coaches, preceded by the three

companies of life guards, and the

great officers of ftate, and followed

by the attendants in waiting ofeach

individual of the royal'family, in dif-

ferent ilate carriages, forming alto-

gether a moft numerous, fplendid,

and magnificent proceflion, left the

palace about fix o'clock in the even-

ing, and proceeded through fome

of the principal Ibeets of this city,

to the church of St. Mary, where
Te Deum was fung ; and from

thence their Majefties returned, in

like manner, through other llreets,

to the palace. The ftreets through

which the proceffion pailcd, were

lined with the foot guards, and the

otiier troops in garrilon here, and
orders had been prcvioufly given

for all the houfes to be decorated

and illuminated in the beft manner
poflible on that and the two fol-

lowing days.

On the 22d in the afternoon,

their Majefties and the royal family

went in the fame ftate to the Piaza

Mayor, or principal fqiiare in the

city, to fee the royal buil-fca.ft. On
fuch occalions it has been tae an-

cient cuftom for the bulls to be
fought by noblemen, or gentlemen
of diftinguiflied birth : on the pre-

fent, four gentlemen entered the

lifts, and fought the fix firft bulls

on horfehack ; they have been re-

warded in the ufual manner with a

penfion, and with the rank of Ca-
iallerizo de Cutnpc^ or Equerrv to

the King.— I'he reft of the bulls

were fought by the moft famous
bull-fighters th.it could becolleded
from every part of the kingdom.
The bilconics of the firil, fecond,

and third Jlories o. the houfes in the

f4«are were appropriated to the re-



256] ANNUAL REGISTER, 1789.

Procuradores de Cortes, or rcpicfen-

tatives of thofe cities and towns

who have the right of vote in the

ccrtt's of the nation. After the mafs

was ended, nt which the caroirihl

archbilliop of Toledo officiiited, his

eminence took his feat at the foot

of the high altar, aod before him
was placed a table, with the book
of the gofpel open, and a go'dea

crofs on it. The fenior herald

at arms then read the procla-

mation for the oath of allegiance,

which was afterwards repeated

by the fenior law-officer. This oath

declares allegiance to the king of

Spain, and to the prince of Allurias,

acknowledged his royal highnefs to

be the prince of this realm duiing

his majefty's life, and to be the

lawful king, lord, and heir of the

dominions of Spain, at his majefty's

death. After the oath was read,

the Infant Don Antonio moved
from his feat, and knelt before the

cardinal archbifhop to fwear to the

obfervance of it. His royal high-

nefs then did homage to the king,

and after embracing his majcfty and

the queen, and the prince of Aflu-

rias, returned to his feat. The
mayordomo, mayor, or lord ftcward

of the houfehold, was then appointed

by the king to receive the homage

of all thofe who were prefent. The
cardinal patriarch roie firft, who,

having fwcrn before the archbifnop

and the mayordomo, mnyor, killed

their majellies and the prince of

Alturias' hands. The fame ccre-

monv was fucceffively obfervcd,

firft by the prelates, next by the

grandees, after them by the titulos,

and laftly by the procuradores de

fortes. The patriarch then took

the archbilhop's place, in order to

adminiiler the oath to the latter,

and the ceremony concluded with

fingin^ Te Deum. The diploma-
tic body were invited to fee this

folemn a£t, and a gallery oppofite

to the throne was allotted for their

reception. Their majefties and the

royal family dined at the Butn Re-
tiro, and late in the evening re-

turned in ftate to the palace.

The decorations and illumina-

tions of fome of the houfes of the

gran^'ees and others of the nobility,

which happened to be fituatcd in

the ftreets through which the pro-

ceffion pafled on the three before-

mentioned days, were very fplendid

and coftly ; and thofe of 'vhe Plaza
Mayor, and of the great fquare be-

fore the palace, were executed with
the utmoft magnificence.

Account of the Nevj Settlement at

Botany Bay.

N authentic account has been
received, that his Majefty's

fhips the Sirius and Supply, under
the command of commodore Phil-

lips, with the tranfports under their

con\oy, having the convidls on
board for Botany Bay, have made
good their paffage. It was not till

the 14th of January, 1788, after

having left the Cape of Good Hope
on the 16th of September, 1787,
that the Comrr.odore arrived at the

place of his deftination. On the

28th, the lieutenants Shetland and
King landed. The natives, who
had in fmall bodies witnefted their

approach, appeared in great con-

fternation, on feeing thefe officers

on fheir territory, and after fetting

up a yell, fled to the woods. They
returned foon after more compofed,
and from the figns made by Cap-
tain Phillips, were prevailed on to

receive fome prefents of beads,

necklaces, and other trifles ; but

tliey
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the found of the drum, and never

more would venture near it.

On the convicls being landed,

Mr. Phillips alTumed his otfice of

governor, and cauled the commiflioa

given him by the king, to exercife

fuch authority, to be read ; and alfo

the abrido-ment of the code of laws

by which he was to govern.

—

By
this the fettlers were informed, that

four courts would occalionaily be

held, as the nature of the offence

required; namely,

A Civil Court,
A Criminal Co u r t ,

A IVIiLiTARY Court,
And an Admiralty Court.
The fettlers were then told, thac

nothing could draw thcfe laws into

exercife, but their own denierits j

and as it v.a3 then in their power

to atone to their country for :ill the

wronp;s done at home, no other ad-

monitions than thcfe which their

own confciences would duflate, it

was hoped, would be neceflary to

effed: their happinefs and profpe-

rity in their new country.

But fuch is the inveteracy of vice,

that neither lenient meafures, nor

fevere v»hipping, operated to pre-

vent theft ; rigorous meafures were

therefore adopted, and after a for-

mal trial in the criminal court, two

men were hung in one day, and

foon after two others fuffered in

like way.

It is here necciTary to obfervc,

that while the fquadron were under

way from Botany Bay to Jackfon's

Port, two llralige fail appeared, with

their hulls jufli in view ; and, foon

after Governor Phillips had landed

in Sydney's Cove, he was waited

upon by a pa^;ty bearing a French

flag.—Thefe fliips proved to. be two

Frer.ch frigates, which failed from

Europe in Aoguft i~^S' "'>'^*^'" ^^^

'[ R
]

command

they were depofitcd on the ground,

and the captain withdrawn to a

diltance, before they would venture

10 take them. After this, they

appeared fo friendly as to conduft,

by figns, the officers to a rivulet,

where they found fome excellent

water, though not in a very abun-

dant fupply. In the evening the

commodore, with his party, re-

turned on board j and the next day

the three tranfports, which he had
outfailed, came to an anchor; on

which the commodore went again

on Ibore, principally to cut grafs

for the ufe of the cattle and fheepj

the hay on board being nearly ex-

haufted. On the dawn of the day
following, the Sirius, Captain Hun-
ter, with the remainder of the tranf-

ports under his convoy, appeared

in fight, and three hours after

brought to, and anchored in the

bay.

Captain Hunter immediately
waited on the commodore ; and
thefe gentlemen, with a fmall party

of officers and men, went on Ihore

again towards the fouth co.ilt of
Botany Bay, the former vifits hav-

ing been made to the north of the

bay. — Here, as in moft of the

early interviews with the natives,

commodore Phillips ufually laid his

Tiiufquet on the ground, and ad-

vancing before it, held out prcfents.

A green bough held algft, or their

lances thrown down, were like

figns of amity in them.—It was a

pradice with the feamen, in thefe

intercourfes, to drefs up the inha-

bitants with flireds of cloth, and
tags of coloured paper ;—and when
they furveycd each other, they would
burft in loud laughter, and run hol-

lowing to the woods.—The marines
one day forming before them, they
appeared to like ihe hf», but flgd at

Vol.. XXXL
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command of [VIonf, La Peyroufe, on
a voyage of difcoveries to the South
Seas. They were in fome diftrefs

for llores and provifions, but the

Governor could not contribute

much to their relief. However,
they remained five weeks in Botany
Bay, and during that time vifits were
continually and reciprocally made,
as the dillance from that place to

Sidney's Cove was but ten miles

acrofs the land.

The convidls, during this inter-

val, were employed in cutting

wood for fences, and to colledl pro-

vender for the cattle and flieep, as

the foil produced very indifferent

pafture, although it was in the mid-

dle of the New Hollanders fummer.
An averfion to labour, however, in-

duced fome of the new fettlers to

projeft an cfcape for Europe, on
board of the French fliips ; thefe

efforts were, however, in a meafure

fruftratcd ; the officers of the French
{hips would not hearken to any pro-

pofals except thofe made by the

fair ; for it was difcovered, two days

after Monf. La Perieux had failed,

that two women were mifling. We
muft not omit faying, that Monf.
Perieux loft two boats crews in a

ftorm, and that he related he had
fourteen of his people murdered at

Navigator's Ifland.

The natives killed three of our

men in the woods, two of whom
were gathering bufhes for thatch-

ing ; but they did not eat them, as

their bodies were reftored and bu-

ried. After this hoftility, they be-

canve very ihy, and did not for fome
time approach the colony.

Though 'we hy no Means approve ofthe
Janjage Pradices recorded in the

follonfjin^ Detail \ yet^ as it cott'

tains an authentic Account of the

Mode of Boxing at prefent pra£lifed

by the mojl celebrated Profefors of
that Art, --Lve ha-ve gi-ven it a Flues

in the Appendix,

O(flober 22.

THIS day, at Banbury in Ox-
fordfliire, the much-talked-

of fight, between Perrins, of Bir-

mingham, and Johnfon, of London,
took place.

At twenty minutes before one,
the combatants fet-to.

Great caution was exhibited on
either fide in the onfet, and near
five minutes elapfed before one blow
was attempted, and that blow was
aimed by Perrins.

His antagonift feeing it come
with great force, and knowing no
other way of avoiding it, dropped
upon his knee.

Here an inftant murmurarofe, and
a cry of " Foul ! foul !" was heard
from feveral parts of the ring.

By the articles, many infifled,

and as many contended againft it,

that the battle was loft, Johnfon
having failed to meet his opponent
in the manly manner expreffed in
the agreement. Perrins, with a
commendable gallantry, put an end
to the difpute himfelf, declaring

that he did not vvilh to take advan-
tage of what might only happen by
accident.

The conteft was immediately re-

commenced.
In the next fet-to, almoft inftan-

taneoufly Johnfon gave, what is

termed, a kr.ock-do^xmi bloiv—and
in the dired following rounds, two
others.

After this feveral falls enfued ca-

fually—but on the whole, for the

firft twenty minutes or half an hour,

Perrins

4
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Perrins (hewed the utmoft flrength

and agility, having at leall thrown

in three blows for two of his adver-

lary's.

About this time, Johnfon began

to rtand up to his man—and fought

a round or two filt to fill—blow for

blow in the ftriking and taking

of which, he feemed equally ftrong

with Perrins. One extraordinary

flroke he now darted at the eye,

and as he feldom ftruck but with

fecurity, he fucceeded in it, and
nearly doled it up.

The viftory appeared to be juft

hovering over Johnfon ; for be:ides

the lofs of half his fight, Perrins,

at this time, looked to be much out

of wind, turning himfelf, whenever

he fell, on his belly to recover it.

Another hard blow followed on
his nofe, which, to appearance, Shew-

ed as if it had been cut through.—
Bets now run very high—and odds

offered with fo vaft a difference as a

hundred to ten.

In a few rounds, however, Per-

rins much regained his breath, and
fought with frefh vigour, and di

leiflcd a blow which took place in

Johnfon's right eye.

The next half hour was obfti-

nately kept up, during which John-
fon received numbericfs hits; but

not plied with a pover to do much
harm. In his turn, it may well be
fuppofed he was not idle, but dealt

about him with Tome fury.

Perrins now, as a laft ftake, had
recourfe to a blow with the back of

his hand, which ftood him in foms
ilead, and annoyed his opponent at

firft greatly—but after receiving

two or three rtrokes in that way,
Johnfon, wiih his collefled mind,
found how to guard again ft it.

Foiled at this, his utmoll effort,

and receiving a full blow under the

ear, Perrins gave in—having main-
tained the moll fevere battle aimoft

ever beheld, for the fpace of an
hour and a quarter.

Perrins, at his fird fetting-to,

kept his guard dole to his body,
feldom altering it, ar»d coolly wait-

ing for the attack of his adversary.

Seeing Johnfon, however, repeat-

edly ihitting and runriing round the

llage, he attributed it to fear, and
preffed him clofe. By a frequency

of this praclice, he ou/W^i/ himlelf,

and v/as okentimes induced to ilrikc

out of all mealure.

Along blow, underneath, he was
particularly tond of aiming, and
on which he depended, but ii did
not once fucceed.

In relouroes he was always fruit-

ful—if he miffed in one, he had
recourle to another—fuch as back-
handea blow—the long one noticed

—and an attempt to trip up the ad-

vanced toot o> his opponent—Thefe
were all put in ufe occalionaliy

Too much reliance was placed in

flrength, and that flrength would
certainly have prevailed, had it un •

dergone a previous exercik ,— Some-
thing coo was to be attributed to

the want of ?. proper fecond ; not

but that Perrins's brother was ac-

tive and attentive, vet ht- wanted
that art, i-nd, may be, that petu-

lance, which feemfd to be no mean
excellence in the lecond of John-
fon.

Of Johnfon's fighting, little need
be faid—it being fo fully known.
All that differed from his uiualcon-

dudl here, was a perpetuil (hifi—
copicJ, as it feemed, from Ward;
fo different from his cullom, that

the fpeftators often hoo ed at his

fubterfuges. Scarcely throughout

the battle did he date attack ; al-

ways waiting for the afl'ault. Much
[ R] z may
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may be faid in excufe of this, when
the power he had to fland againft

be confuiered.

The llage on which they fought

was 24 by 24 feet, ereded on a

common fpot of ground within the

town, which was defended on two
fides by a wall and houfes, and on

the other two, ftrongly railed in.

Wh;n the fight conunenced, the

niob 'broke through, bat afterwards

were extremely orderly.

Colonel Tarlcton, and P.'lr. Mea-
dows from Birmingham, were the

umpires.

Bill and Joe Ward, were John-
fon's fecond and bottle-holder.—

Perrins'sbrothefjandPickard, thofs

of Perrins.

The door money amounted to

jjcar 700 1.

Above three thoufand people

were within the quadrangle.

The battle between Johnfon and

Perrins, at this place, was only a

prelude to fimilar contefts ; and the

difcomfiture of the Birmingham hero

waa, unfortanately, but too omi-

nous for all his countrymen who en-

tered the lifts after him ; for on

Friday, after a dreadful conAid of

upwards of an hour, Jacombs
yielded the palm to Big Ben, the

quondam challenger of Johnfon, but

who had paid forfeit, that Perrins

might be indulged.

At one o'clock precifely, the

combatants entered the ring ; after

the ufaal ceremonies of lb akin

g

hands, &c. they fet-to. On the

jirfl onfet. Big Ben was knocked

down feven times ; from this cir-

cumftance the bets were confider-

ably againll him; but recovering

his breath, be attacked his antago-

nift with the utmoft ferocity, and
followed up his blows with fo much
keennefs and intrepidity, that vic-

tory, which before fecmed doubt'

ful, was now declared in his fa-

vour.

Bill Ward was fecond, Joe Ward
bottle-holder, to Big Ben. Ja-
combs' fecond and bottle- holder we
have not learned.

The battle was for one hundred
pounds a fide ; and Jacombs, tha'

equally unfuccefsfu!, fought in a
ftile far fuperior to Perrins, though
he feemcd to poffefs the fame dif-

proportion to his antagonift, being
at leali three flone heavier.

In about a quarter of an hour

after thefe champions quitted the

ftage, George the brewer, and
Pickard, (Ferrins's fecond) had
perhaps the moft bloody conflict

that was ever remembered upon any
ftage. This battle, though fought

without any attempt at n'umceuvra

or delay whatfoever, lafted half an

hour; and our correfpondent adds,

that lefs humanity, between maa
and man, was abfolntely impoffible.

Savage ferocity feemed to pofTefs

the minds of the combatants, who,
in their thiril for viftory, were- al-

moft tranfported to madnefs ; and
Pickard, in particular, was fo dread-

fully mauled about the face, that it

would have been impoffible for him
to be recognized by his moft inti.-

mate friends. In this fituation he

reluctantly refigned the palm of

vldlory to George the brewer.

Account of their Majejiies* Journey tt

Weymouth and Plymouth.

Thurfday, June 25.

THEIR Majefties, with the

three eldeft Princefles, (Prin-

cefs Royal, Augulla, and Elizabeth)

left Windlor about feven in the

morniog.
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morning, on their journey to Wey-
mouth ; and at ten minutes after

three in the afternoon arrived at

Lyndhurfl, in perfecl health.—In

their way. Sir Charles Mills who
holds the manor of Langley on

condition of prefenting the King
with a brace of ivhite greyhounds

nvith Jii-ver collars, coupled with a

gold chain, and led with a Hlken

ilring, whenever his Majefty pafles

through the foreit, waited on his

Majelty, and performed the cove-

nant. In like manner all the keep-

ers, in their green uniform, with

round hats laced with gold, deco-

rated with ribbands infcribed, God

fofue the King, met their Majelties at

the entrance of the foreft, and rode

with them to the King's houfe. The
concourfe of people that lined the

road was aRonifhing.—The Duke
of Gloucefter received their Majef-

ties at the King's houfe, which in

the evening was brilliantly illu-

minated.

Friday 26. Their Majefties and

the royal fuite went to Southampton,

and were received by the corpora-

tion in their audit-houfe, where a

very elegant addrefs was read to

them.

Tuefday 30. Their Majefties,

with their fuite, arrive<i at Wey-
mouth about four o'clock in the af-

ternoon. They were met by the

mayor, aldermen, and common
council, walking in proceffion, with

colours living, and a band of mufic

playing God fave the King. At
their arrival at Glouceller-lodge, a

royal falute of 21 guns was given

from the men of war lying in the

road, and returned from the royal

battery on the Efplanade.

In the evening general illumina-

tions lock place ; and the day fol-

lowing, thj, mayor, recorder, alder-

men, and common council, waited

on his Majefty with an addrefs, and

were all gracioufly received.

Tuejday July 7. His Majefty

bathed in the fea for the firit time.

Thurfday 9, The Magnificent

came to an anchor in Portland-

road.—On her arrival was difplayed

a moft fplendid naval exhibition.

A little before five o'clock, four

barges, rowed by ten men each,

and two cutters manned with eight

each, all in uniform, were feea

coming from Portland-road to the

Pier in the bay, each commanded
by an officer.—At fix their Majef-

ties, the PrincefTiS with their fuite,

embarked on board the barges, and.

were rowed into Pcrtland-road.

The barge that carried their Ma-
jefties, was the Duke of Clarence's,

fent on purpofe from Portfmcuth

for their accommodation. She was
fteered by the firft lieutenant of the

Magnificent. As foon as their Ma--
jefties turned Portland Point, in full

view of the ftiips of war, a royal

falute of 21 guns fiom each took

place.—The king, fince he bathed,

jinds his health confiderably im-
proved.—He ufually rifes at fix,

walks the Parade till eight, takes

breakfaft before ten, rides till three,

dines at four, and refumes the pro-

menade with the Queen and Prin-

cefl"es till late in the evening, pro-

vided the weather is fine.

Monday 13. Their Majefties,

notwithftanding the rain and rough

weather, went in their barge, at-

tended by fomc other bargee, and
made a fhort excurfion round the

bay ; their plan was to have boarded

the Southampton frigate, which,

however, they found impradticable.

At half after three they returned,

and landed at the Pier.

Thurfdav- 14. On a fignal given,

[ ii
j 3 Ihci?
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their Majefties, with the Princefles,

embarked at the quay, and were

rowed round the Magnificent on
board the Southampton. Both thefe

fliips were manned, and richly

drcued, and made a fine appear-

ance. Very foon after the royal

vifitors were on board, the South-

ampton weighed, and flood out of

the ba) ror the channel. After

failing round Portland, and in the

mouth of the channel, at half paft

twi) their Majefties returned, and
landed at the Pier.

Widnejany 15. Their Majefties,

in the evening, went to the play.

Mr. Hiighss, the manager, intended

erecting a iuperb box tor the royal

family ; but their MajetUes with

great condefcenfion forbad it.

Three rows were therefore raifed in

front for their accommodation ;

and over the center was placed a

beautiful canopy of crimlon fatin,

richly fringed with gold, which had
a very good efi'edu

Thiir/day 16. Their Majefties

vifited the fine feat of Mr. Pitt, at

Kingfton, near Dorchefter. In the

evening they went on board the

Magnificent in ilie bay.

Monday 20. TheL* Majefties

embarked very early in their boats,

to go on board the Southampton,

which they accompliflied about ten,

though it blew U^ih. with a hollow

fea. The frigate on their entrance

inltantly put to fea, and was hull

down by one. The King and Prin-

cefles experienced little or no in-

convenience from being far out to

fea ; but her Majefty was very fea-

fjck, and it was with great difiiculty

that fhe kept from fainting till fhe

reached the ftiore, when Ihe landed

about three, not quite fo well fatif-

fied with this trip as with her former

iparine exciirlion5.-«-The Priacelles

bore the rolling of the fea with
artoniiliing firmnefs.

Tuefday 2 1. Notwithftanding

her Majefty 's indifpofition the day
before, ihe was not lo much daunted

as to truft his Majefty to the perils

of the fea without her friendly care.

At eleven their Majefties went again

in their barges from the new pier,

on board the Southampton, when
{he weighed and ftood out for the

channel. After a pleafant trip of
five hours, they returned, and were
landed at the pier, whence they

walked to Glouceftcr-houfe to din-

ner.

Wednefday 22. His Majefty ba-

thed in the fea early, and walked
on the fands till break faft. Soon
after ten theRoyal Family with their

attendants embarked on board the

Southampton, which foon weighed
ana put to fea, with a fmart breeze

at S. W. After a cruize of feveral

hours, on an unruftied ocean, they

put back by her Majefty's defire.

Friday 24. The royal party

went on board the Magnificent in

the Bay, where they lay at anchor

till two o'clock, while the South-

ampton kept manoeuvring round
the men of war.

Monday Aug. 3. His Majefty

having fignined his pleafure to make
his long-intended vifit to Lulworth
caftle, the ancient and hofpitable

feat of Mr. Weld, the South-

ampton was got in readinefs to

convey their Majefties and fuite

to that delightful feat ; but both

wind and tide proving contrary,

they were more than fix hours on
their paflage. At four in the af-

ternoon, the company were fafely

landed on the beach, and conveyed

in their own carriages [two miles]

to the caftle. As foon as they ap-

proached the g£!,te, they were met
by
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by the country-people for fome

miles round, aflcmbled in fporting

groups about the caftle, with muiic

playing, in the higheft extafy of

joy; and, on their entrance, were

received with the utmoft politenefs

by Mr. Weld and family. On af-

cending the fteps, eight of the

children, drefled in uniform, and

placed one above another, joined in

chorus, finging " God fave the

King," as their Majefties entered

the veftibule. Their Majefties,

highly gratified, ftaid and partook

of an elegant collation, ferved in

new gilt plate, and difplayed in

the higheft tafte. They then were
conduded to the beautiful chapel,

where they heard an anthem per-

formed in fo excellent a ftyle,

that their Majellies could not

help exprefling their approbation

of the performers, both vocal and
inflrumental. The guns of the

caftlc fired a royal falute both on
their Majefties approach, and at

their departure : and though they

were fix hours in beating- up, they

were not more than two on their

return. Their Majefties were land-

ed at the pier at Weymouth at a

quarter after nine, in high fpirits,

having ate, drunk, and fung, the

whole trip.

Tuefday 4. The Royal Family
left Weymouth early, in order to

vifit Sherborn caftle, the feat of
Lord Digby.

Saturday 8. At eight o'clock the

Privy-council met at Gloucefter-

houfe, which did not break up till

twelve ; after which their Majefties,

accompanied by the Duke of Leeds,
took a fhort trip at fea, in the

Southampton, for three hours ; and
in the evening the whole Court
went to the play. This day a long

[263

lift of psomotions took place in

Council.

Sunday 9. The Royal Family at-

tended divine fervice in the morning,
accompanied by the Duke of Leeds,
Mr. Pitt, and moll of the minifters

who compofed the Privy-council
the day before. In the evening
they went to Stacie's rooms, and
continued there till a late hour.

Thurfday 13. Their Majefties,

with their whole fuite, fet off for

Plymouth ; for which port the

Southampton fet lail the famfi

day.

On their arrival at Exeter, in the

evening, they were met at the

bounds of the city by the Mayor
and Corporation, with an excel-

lent band of mufic ; and, at the

entrance of the city, the King
was prefented with the keys, which
his Majefty politely returned, fay-

ing. " They are already in very

good hands." The Royal Family
were then conduced to the Deanery*
where, after ftiewing themfelves

at the windows, to gratify the

eager curiofity of the populace,

they partook of an elegant fupper
provided for them by the Dean.

Friday \df. About eleven o'clock

in the morning, the Mayor and
Corporation attended with an ad-

drefs, followed by an addrcfs from:

the clergy of the dioceic. Thefe
ceremonies over, the Royal Party

proceeded to view the cathedral,

where the organ was touched by
Mr. Jackfon, and the choir fur.g

TV Deum laiidamns in a mafterly

ftyle. They then, attended by
the Mayor, Dean, ^z. proceeded

to view every thing curious or in-

terefling that was to be feen, and
returned to dine at the Dean's.

in their journey, on Thurfdav,

[ ^ 4"] a^
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at Axminfter, they (lopped to fee

the carpet manufaftory, and were

Ihevvn the whole procefs. The
Qceen gave orders for ieveral pieces,

and a handfome fum was left to

be diftributed among the work-
people.

Saturday \ 3 . The Royal Family,
with their fuite, fetofFfor Plymouth,
about nine in the morning; and
about three in the afternoon reached

Saltram-houfe, the feat of Lord
Boringdon, near Plymouth. Their
arrival was announced by a royal

falute. In the evening Saltram-

houi'e was brilliantly illuminated.

Monday \j. Their Majellies and
the Princefles left Saltram-houfe

sbout nine in the morning. At
the entrance of the town of Ply-

mouth, they were received under

a triumphal arch by the Mayor
and Corporation, and conducted

to the bottom of Stonehoufe-

lane, where the Corporation took

leave.

About eleven they reached the

Dock, where they were received

by the troops in garrifon, and

faluted by a./gu dejoyc. The can-

non on the ramparts were fired,

and were anfwered by another

falute from the fort at Plymouth.

Their Majefties alighted at Com-
miffioner Laforey's in the Dock-
yard, where they were received by

the Earls of Chefterfield, Chatham,
and Howe.

After taking feme refrelliment,

the Royal Family went on board

the Impregnable, of 90 guns. Ad-
miral Sir Richard Bickenon. As
their Majellies afcended the Im-
pregnable, a royal falute was fired,

a$ well from her as from every

other fhip in the harbour and in

the Sound. The citadel and fmall

forts paid the fame refpeft. The

Lynx, a Dutch fhip of war, alfo

dreffed (hip and faluted. Their Ma-
jefties ftayedon board near an hour.

As foon as their Majefties pat
off from the Impregnable, the

itandard and admiralty flags were
hauled down, and in their ftead,

in lefs than a minute, the flaip

was dreffed in all the variegated

colours that the world could fupply.

A very handfome cutter, rowed
by fix fine young women, and
fleered by a feventh, all habited,

in loofe white gov/ns, with nankeen
fafeguards, and black bonnets, each
wearing a fafh acrofs her ihoulders

of royal purple, with Long li-ve

iheir Majejius ! in gold, accom-
panied the royal barge till it re-

turned to fhore.

At half after three, his Majefty,

the Queen, and Princeffes, left the

Dock, and proceeded, in (late-

barges, up Catwaler to Saltram,

attended by animmenfe number of
floops, barges, and boats; the fort,

all the (hips at anchor, and iallly

all the guns in the park, faluting

them as they pafTed.

Tuefday 18. This day the Naval
Review took place.—About eight

in the morning, his Majefty was
rowed on board the Southampton,

in the Sound. At half after nine

the Southampton got under way.

The Duke of Richmond attended

in his yacht. In a fcv/ minutes

the firft fnip in the fleet appeared

oft Station Height, fleering due
vved, the wind call, with two
points to the fouth, blowing a

gentle bree'^e. When the King's

fnip had weathered Mowftone Point,

fhe defcried the whole of the fleet,

and fired one gun. At this time

the view was beautiful beyond d?-

fcription, there being abcv^ an
hundred different vefTelsj fioops,

and
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jnd yachts in motion, and the (l"iore

covered with fpeftators.

The fleet ioirncd in two feparate

lines of battle. Capt. M'^liride,

in the Cumberland, with three

other fhips, formed a line a-hcad,

fuppofed for the enemy.

Commodore Goodall, in the Car-

natic, formed the line with the

other fhips. As foon as he got up

with the enemy's rear, he engaged.

The next fhip palTed to wind-
ward, and attacked the next ftnp

a-head, and fo till the rear fhip of

the Britifh line was oppofite the

van of the enemy.
When the Southampton came in

full view of the fleet, a general

falute took place ; after this cere-

mony was ended, and the Captains

having been introduced to his Ma-
jeily, as he pafTed the line of battle,

the difpoiitions were made for an

action between the two divifions.

The Magnificent had by this time

joined the fecond line. After

manoeuvring for fome time upon
different tacks, in order to bring

each other to aiflion, the engage-

ment began with a mofl furiuus

cannonade between the two Com-
manders ; the others fpeeclily joined

in the thundering fefcivity.

In about a quarter of an hour,

both fleets wearing weflward, the

firll line gave way, and were furi-

oufly afTailed by the I'econd, and
covered in their flight by Capi.

IV'PBride, the Commodore. The
people on fhore conceived it was
all over, but they were miilaken,

for the French line (as it was called)

wore upon the larboard tack, and
faced the Englifh with redoubled

vigour. This continued until half

after one, when they were a fecond

time obliged to give way.

Jiis Majefly returned, highly

pleafed with his excurfion, about

half after three, under a falute of

the fort, &c.

Tbitrfday 20. His Majefiy, un-
accompanied by any of the Royal
Family, left Saltram, and went to

the Vidua! ling Office, to examine
the flare of the provilions. He
ordered a cafk to be opened, arid

a piece to be taken out, and fent to

Saltram, for his own talking. He
then vifited the Lower Fort, the

citadel, the ramparts, the ftorehoufe,

and laft of all the fubterraneous

works, the mines, &:c. in which
no perfon but the Duke of Rich-
mond, Lord George Lenox (the

Governor), and the Chief Engi-
neer, was permitted to accompany
him. When he mounted the upper
part of the garrilon, he was received

by the Mayor and Corporation, the

invalids, and a detachment of the

South Devon militia, their muflc
playing " God fave the King," and
who attended in his walk round
the ramparts. When he came to
the Governor's houfe, the Mayor
a.id Corporation were admitted to the

Royal prefeace, and a dutiful and
loyal addrefs was prefented, and
molt gracioufly received. The Cor-
poration had the honour of kifiing

hands. His Majefty left the fort,

and proceeded by water to the Gun
Wliarf, and furvcyed the ordnance.

Friday 21. Their Majellies vifit-

ed Mount Edgcumbe.—On their

lar<ding, fixteen young maidens,
drelfed in white, preceded the Royal
Pair, flrewingroies, carnations, and
myrtles ; and when they came to

the fteps that lead to the grand
arcade, each maiden, on her knee,
preicnted a curious flower to their

Majcftics, which was gracioufly re-

ceived. The dinner and ucfert

were fumptu j^s and elegant.

At
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At fix the King retired, and took

water, accompanied by a large fleet

of boats and barges, and was rowed

througli tlie Sound of Saltram.

Saturday 22. The Royal Family

vifited Marflow, the feat of Mr.
Hayward, fituated on the banks of

the Tamar. The woods belonging to

this gentleman extend nearly three

miles down the river, in the moll

ftriking and romantic fituations.

Several new roads were cut through

thefe woods, for the accommoda-

tion of the Royal Yifitors, who fpent

two hours in admiration of their

beauties, and repeated their viiit on

Monday the 24th.

The two following days were

fpent in exploring the courfe of

the Tamar. On Wednefday, they

landed at Kitley, an ancient feat

of the Edgecumbe family, fituated

about fourteen miles up liie Tamar.
Triumphal cars, with four wheels

each, and two ponies, were provid-

ed to convey their Majellies and

the PrincefTes to the calUe, which

Itands on a proud eminence, about a

quarter of a mile from the banks of

the river. On their arrival at the

outer gate 21 pateraroes were fired.

After viewing the ancient curiofities

of the caflle, amongil which are

feveral pieces of old armour, and

partaking of fome refrefhment, the

whole party reimbarked, and re-

turned to Saltram at two in the af-

ternoon, highly gratified by the no-

velty of the frefh-water navigation.

The next morning they left Sal-

tram, on their return to Weymouth.
Before his Majelly's departure, he

was graciouHy pleafed to confer

the honour of knighthood on Tho-
mas Bayard, Efq; Captain of the

Impregnable, who had the honour

to fteer his Majefty's barge in his ex-

Curfions during his ftay at this port.

GISTER, 1789.

Fruiay 28. Their Majeftie? ar-

rived at Weymouth ; where Lord
Thurlow, and feveral other great

officers of flate, waited to attend

the King in Council.

Monday 3 1 . The weather, which

for fome days pafl had proved un-

favourable, cleared-up; and their

Majefties recommenced their fea-

excurfions.

The Queen this day prefented

to Captain Douglas, a fmall gold

medallion of the fhip he commands,
to be given by him to Mrs. Doug-
las, as an ornament to be worn

about her neck ; and which the

ladies of her Majefty's fuite are

likewife in poiTeffion of.

Friday 4. His Majelly bathed,

and afterwards took his ufual exer-

cife on horfeback. In this excurfion

he was overtaken by a fmart fhower,

and returned dripping wet ; but

fortunately took no cold.

Saturday 5. The whole Royal

Family, with their fuite, made
an agreeable trip, on board the

Southampton ; and were fo well

fatisfied with their excurfion,

that they extended the ufual dif-

tance, and exceeded confider-

ably the wonted time of their re-

turn. Notwithftanding which, they

honoured the theatre with their

prefence in the evening, when Mr.
Chalmers, from the Dublin thea-

tre, made his firft appearance, in

the charafter of Marplot, and was

favourably received.

Sunday 6. The Royal Family
attended divine-fervice on board

the Magnificent. The Rev. Mr,
Clifton officiated, and delivered

an excellent difcourfe on the quar-

ter-deck, of which the King,

Queen, and Royal Family, occupied

the ftarboard fide, under the quar-

ter-deck awning. The larboard,

cr
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or left, contained the Nobleffe. In

the centre of the quarter-deck fat

the officers of the (hip ; and behind

them were placed the Ihip's com-
pany and marines, who formed

themfelves into a crefcent.

As foon as fervice was over,

their Majcllies went forward to the

clergyman, and thanked him for

his Icrmon, and the Queen expreffed

her wifh to have it tranfcribed

—

The Princefs Elizabeth, with her

wonted good-humour and affability,

went to the foremofl part of the

gangway, for the curiofity of feeing

the feamen's dinner ferved to theni

;

where Ihe remained near ten mi-
nutes, feemingly highly delighted.

At two o'clock, his Majefty,

after partaking of fome refrelh-

ments in the great cabin, defired

bis boat mi.,ht be manned; when
the fame etiquette took place as on

his cntre, viz. manning the yards and
cheering.

Monday 7. Their Majefties vifited

Milion Abbey, and were received

at the entrance by Lord Milton and

Mifs Darner. Green baize, ftrew-

ed with flowers, was fpread from

the carriage to the houfe. The
Princefs Royal, Lady Courtoun,

and ivlifs Damer, got into an open
carriage, drawn by fix grey ponies,

mounted by three pollillibns. The
Princelfes Augufta and Elizabeth,

with Lady VValdegrave, accompani-

ed them in the fame kind of vehicle.

His M'.jefty, Lord Milton, and
attendants, rode on horfcback.

They went round the grounds, and
viev/ed the iurrounding country.

The company returned about four

o'clock to dinner, which was fump-
tuous and elegant, and worthy of the

Royal Guells. Their Majcfties left the

Lodge about half after fix, and arriv-

ed at Glouceiler- lodge at half after

nine, well pleafed with their vifit.

• Tuejday 8. In the evening, a
feled party met at Glouceller-

houfe, by invitation of their Ma«
jellies, to dance and fup. The
Noblemen who had the honoui^ of
ftanding up with the PrincefTcs were
the Lords Wellmorland, Chatham,
Chefterfield, and Courtoun ; ten
couple were as many as they could
muller, and they did not break up
till near three in the morning.
This fellival was in celebratioa
of their Majellies marriage, it being
the anniverfary of that happy event.

The three following days were
fpent in excurfions upon the fea on
board the Southampton; and his Ma-
jelly was pleafed to confer the hon-
our of knighthood on Andrew Snape
Douglas, captain of the Southamp-
ton frigate.

Monday 14. This day the Royal
Family took th^ir departure from
Weymouth. On the King's Hep-
ping into his coach, the guns from
the batrery were Hred, and the fa-

lute returned by the Magnificent
and Southampton, with every fhip

in the harbour.

In the evening, the Royal Fa-
mily arrired at Longleat, the feat

of the Marquis of Bath, where they
reited during the night, and the
next day were entertained with
viewing the delightful profpeds
that every where furround that

beautiful manfion.

On the J 6th, they fat out fron^,

Longleat, about eleven o'clock,

and arrived at Tottenham ParkJ^

the feat of Lord Ayleihury, about
four in the afternoon. Here they
were not lefs magnificently receiv-

ed, nor lefs afliduoufly attended,
Whatever could charm the eye, or
gratify tafte, abounded here in fuU
profuiion.

On
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On the i-th, they left Totten-

Bam Park about ten in the morn-

ing ; and.

On the 1 8th, their Majefties and

Princefles arrived at Windfor, about

three in the afternoon, in full

Lealth, and joyous fpirits.

CorrcSI and authentic Copies of the

T--welve PropDjitions, Jubmltied, on

^uejday Evening, by Mr. Wilber-

force, to the Confidtration of the

Committee, to nvhom the Repcrt of

the Pri'vy Council, ^various Fetitioiss

for the Abolition of the "SLAVE

TRADE, and other Papers relati-ve

thereto, had been referred : •which

Propofitions ivere, by Confent, ordeV"

cd to lie on the ^ able. i

I.

^X*^ HAT the number of flaves

j^ annually carried from the

coail: of Africa, in Britifh vefiels,

is fappofed to amount to about

38,000.
That the number annually car-

ried to the Britifh Weft-India

Ifiands has amounted to about

22,500, on an average of four

years, to the year 1787 inclufive.

That the number ar.'*<ually re-

tained* in the faid iflands, as far

as appears by the cuftom-houfe

-accounts, has amounted, on the

lame average, to about 17,5c©.

II.

That much the greater number
cf the ' Negroes carried away by
European vefiels are brought from

the interior parts of the continent

of Africa, and many of them from a

ycrj greac diftapce.

That no precife information ap-

pears to have been obtained of the

jnanner in w hich thefe perfons have

been mcide flaves.

But that from the accounts, as

far as any have been procured on tliis
'

fubjecfl, with refpecl to the flaves

brought from the interior parts of

Africa, and from the information

which has been received rcfpecling

the countries nearer to the coaft,

the flaves may in general be

claffed under fome of the following

defcriptions

:

ifl. Prifoners taken in war.

2d. Free perfons fold for debt,

or on account of real or imputed

crimes, particularly adultery and
witchcraft, in v/hich cafes they are

frequently fold with their whole

families, and fometimes for the

profit of thofe by whom they are

condemned.
3dly. Domeftic flaves fold for the

profit of their mafters, in fome

places at the will of the maficrs,

and in fome places on being con-

demned by them, for real or im-
puted crimes.

4th. Perfons made flaves by va-

rious ads of opprefTion, violence,

or fraud, committed either by the

princes and chiefs of thofe coun-

tries on their fubjtcls, or private

individuals on each ether, or laftly

by Europeans, engaged in this

traffic.

in.
That the trade carried on by

European nations on the coaft of

Africa, for the purchafe of flaves,

has neceflarily a tendency to oc-

cafion frequent and cruel wars

among the natives, to produce un-

juft convidions and punifhments

for pretended or aggravated crimes,

to encourage ads of oppreflion,

violence, and fraud, and to obftruft

the natural courfe of civilization

and improvement in thofe coun,-

tries.

IV.

That the cantineKt of Africa, m
iU
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Its prefent ftate, furnifhes feveral.

valuaWe articles of commerce,
highly important to the trade and
manufactures of this kingdom, and
which are in a great meal'ure pecu-
liar to that quarter of the globe.

And that the ioil and climate have
been found by experience well

adapted to the produftion of other

articles, with which we are now
either wholly or in a great part

fapplied by foreign nations.

That an extenhve commerce with

Africa in thefe commodities might
probably be fubitituted in the place

of that which is now carried on in

flavcs, fo as at leaft to afford a re-

turn for the fame quantity of goods
as has annually been carried thither

in Critiih vfffjls: and laltiy, that

fuch a commerce might reafonably

be expelled to incieafe in propor-

tion to the progrefs of civilization

and improvement on that conti-

nent.

V.
That the Slave Trade has been

found by experience to be peculiarly

injurious and deftruftive to the Eri-

tifh feamen, who have been em-
ployed therein. And that the mor-
tality among them has been much
greater than in his Majufty's Ihips

llationed on the coalt of Africa,

or than has been ufual in Britifh vef-

fels employed in any other trade.

vr.

That the mode of tranfporting

the flaves from Africa to the Weft
Indies, neceiTarily expofes them to

many and grievous fufferings, for

which no regulations can provide
an adequate remedy ; and that in
confequehce thereof, a large pro-
portion of them has annually pe-
rilhed during the voyage.

ViL
That 3 large; promr'ion of tlie

flaves fo tranfuortcd has alfo perifh-
ed in the harbours in the Weft
Indies, previous to their bein^
fold : That this lofs is Hated by the
aflembly of the Illand of Jamaica,
at about four and a half per cent.
of the number imported ; and is by
medical perfons of experience ia
that ifland afcribed in great mea-
fure to difeafes contradted during
the voyage, and to the mode of treat-
ment on board the fliips, by which,
thofe difeufes have been fupprcfled.

for a time, in order to render the
flaves fit for immediate faie.

Vill.
That the lofs of newly-imported

negroes, within the firil three years
arcer their imporiation, bears a'iarge

proportion to the uhole number
imported. ^

That the natural increafe of po-
pulation among the flaves in the
iflands appears to have been im-
peded principally by the following
caufes.

111. The inequality of the fexes
in the importations from Africa.

2d. The general diirofurenefi of
manners among the flaves, and the
want of proper regulations for the
encouragement of marriages, and
of rearing children.

3d. The particular dift^afes which
are prevalent among them, and
which are in fume inibnces attri-

tmted to too fcvere labour, or rigo-
rous treatment, and in others to^a

infufficient or improper food.

4th. Thofe dileaies which afreft

a large proportion of negro childrea
in their infancy, and thole to which
the negroes newly impoited from
Alrica have been found to be par-
ticularly liable.

X.
That the whole number of the

flaves in the ifland of Jamaica,
ia



27o] ANNUAL REGISTER, 1789.

in 1768, was about 167,000

That the number in

1774 was, as dated by
GovernorKeith, about 193,006

And that the number in

December 1787, as

Hated by Lieut. Go-
vernor Clarke, was
about — — — 256,000

That by comparing thefe number?

with the numbers imported into

and retained in the ifland in the

feveral years from 1768 to 1774
incluuve, as appearing from the

accounts delivered to the Com-
mittee of Trade by Mr. Fuller,

and in the feveral years from 1775
inclufive, to 1787 alfo inclufive,

as appearing by the accounts deli-

vered in by the Jnfpeftor General,

and allowing for a lofs of about

l-22d part by deaths on fhip-board

after entry, as ftated in the reports

of the ylffenibly of the faid ifland

of Jamaica, it appears, that the

annual excels of deaths above births

in the ifland, in the whole period

of 19 years, has been in the pro-

portion of 7-oths per cent, comput-

ing on the medium number of

Haves in the ifland during that

period. That in the full fix years

of the faid nineteen, the excefs of

deaths was in the proportion of

rather more than one on every

hundred on the medium number.

That in the lall: thirteen years of

the faid nineteen, the excels of

deaths was in the proportion of

about three-fifths on every hundred

on the medium number : and that

a number of Haves, amounting to

15,000, is ftated by the report of

the ifland of Jamaica, to have

periflied during the latter period,

in confequence of repeated hurri-

canes, and of the want of foreign

fupplies of provifions.

XL
That the whole number of flaves

in the ifland of Barbadoes was, in

the year 1764, according to the

account given i n to theCommittee of
Trade by Mr. Braithwaite, 70,706
That in 1774, the number

was, by the fame account 74,874
In 1780, by ditto — — 68,270
In 1781, after the hurri-

cane, according to the

fame account — — 63,248
In 1786, by ditto — — 62,115

That by comparing thefe num-
bers with the number imported
into this ifland, according to the

fame account, (not allowing for

any re-exportatiou) that the an-

nual excefs of deaths above births,

in the ten years, from 1764 to

1774, was in the proportion of
about five on every hundred, com-
puting on the medium number of

flaves in the ifland during that

period.

That in the feven years from

1774 to 1780, both inclufive, the

excefs of deaths was in the propor-

tion of about one and one-third on
every hundred on the medium num-
ber.

That between the year 1780 and

1781, there appears to have been a

decreafe in the uumber of flaves

of about 5000,
That in the fix years from 1781

to 1786, both inclufive, the excefs of
deaths was in the proportion ofrather

leii than feven-eighths in every hun-

dred on the medium number.
And that in the four years from

1783 to 1786, both inclufive, the

excefs of deaths was in the propor-

tion of rather lefs than one-third

in every hundred on the medium
number.

And that during the whole pe*

riod there is no doubt that fome

were
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were exported from the ifland, but

confiderably more in the firil pare

of this period than in the lall.

XIJ.

That the accounts from the lee-

ward iflands, and from Dominica,

Grenada, and St. Vincent's, do not

furnifh futlicient grounds for com-

paring the ftate of population in

the faid iflands at difFerenc periods,

with the number of flaves which

have been from time to time im-

ported into the faid iflands, and

exported therefrom.—But tha: from

the evidence which has been re-

ceived refpefting the prefent flate

of thefe iflands, as well as of Ja-

maica and Barbadoes, and from a

confideration of the means of ob-

viating the caufes which have

hitherto operated to impede the

natural increafe of the flaves, and

of lefl'ening the demand for manual

labour, without diminifliing the

profit of the planter, it appears tliat

no conflderable or permanent in-

convenience would refuk from dif-

continuing the farther importation of

African flaves.

TH E public flatue of the late

Sir G. Savile, Bart, is at

length finiflied, and ereded in York
cathedral. It is fixed on an ele-

gant maible pedeftal, fix feet high,

on the frize of which are introdu-

ced the emblems of Wifdom, Forti-

tude, and Eternify. Sir George is

reprefented leaning on a pillar,

holding in his right hand a fcroll,

on which is written. The Petition of
the Freeholders of the County cfYok.
The back ground is ofwhite marble,

and the whole height o' the monu-
ment is fixteen feet, and is executed

in fo mallexly a flyle as to do great

credit to the ftatuary. On the front

of the pedeltal is the following

infcription :

'i"o tlie memory of
SirGtoKoi:: Savile, Bart.

who,
III five fvicceiTive parliaments^

Reprefented the county of
York,

The public love and efteem of his

Fellow citizens

Have decreed this

Monument.
In private life he was benevolent and

fincere;

His charities were extenfive and fecret

;

His whole heart was formed on priuciples

Of generofity, mildnefs, jviftice, and
Univerfrtl candour.

In public, the patron of every national

improvement ;

In the Senate, ir.corrupt

;

In his commerce with the world, difin-

terefted.

By genius enlightened in the means of
doing good,

He was unwearied in doing it.

His life was an ornament and a blerting

to tlie age in which he lived
;

And, after death, his

Memory
Will continue to be beneficial to mankind-

By holding forth an example of
Piue and unaltered virtue,

Mofl worthy of imitation,

To the lateft pullerity.

He departed this life, January the 9th,

1784,
In the 58th year of his age,

Beloved and lamented.

Account of the Openingofthe Academy

at Windfor in Nova Scotia.

Halifax, Nov. 1 1

.

ON Saturday the ill of thig

month, the Academy at Wind-
for was opened by the Right Reve-
rend the bifliop of Nova Scotia.-—

A numerous and refpedtable com-
pany, confining of the magiftrates

and principal gentlemen of the

county
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county of Hants, attended, which

added much to the folemnity that

was obferved on an cccafion fo

truly pleafing as the founding and
opening the firft public feminary

for learning in this province.

The Bifnop began with prayers,

and then delivered a Latin oration,

in which he pointed out the many
advantages the public would derive

from the inftitution ; and feverally

addrefied the magiltrales, the tu-

tors, and the lludents.

He next read over the regula-

tions that were eftablilhed by the

gentlemen appointed to undertake
the general government of the

Academy—Thefe regulations are

well calculated to pri-ferve order,

to enforce diligence in the tutors,

and promote application and im-
provement in the lludents ; and
the books to be read by the feveral

clafles are fpecified, being the fame
that r.re read in the bell feminaries

in England.

Seventeen fludents, the number
then prefent, were next admitted
Tnto the Academy ; and the Biihop

very earneftly addrefied them and
the tutors, in Englifh, on the fub-

je6l of their refpeftive duties.

The bufinefs of the Academy
being finiOjed, the magiftrates and
gentlemen of the county of Hants
prefented the following Addrefs to

the Bifhcp :

Right Reverend Sir,

The magiftrates and gentlemen
\vbo have the honour to attend you
this day, in behalf of themfelves

and the inhabitanrs of Hants, beg
leave to exprefs their happinefs

on the occafion, when the eliablifh-

ment of a public feminary for

learning, under your guidance and
government, afibrds them the cora-

iort and hope, that the children.

as well as in general the youth cf
this province, will have ihe inefti-

mable advantage of fuch education
as forms the man of learning, with
the fentiments that dil'tinguilh the

gentleman, and the morality and
piety of the true chriftian.

Happy as the occafion is, it is

rendered infinitely more fo to us,

as well as to every parent, and.

every perfon in the diftridt we
reprefent, by the particular fatif-

fadion arifing from the influence

your prefence and encouragement
has had with all cialfes of people ;

and, we truil, will yield every

bleliing to be expefted from piety,

morality, and learning, while the

charge allotted to you in this pro-

vince is fupported with fach emi-
nent abilities and zeal for the pub-
lic good.

We humbly offer our grateful

thanks to our benign Sovereign,

for the gracious and diftinguifhed

mark of his regard for this province,

in the appointment of a divine,

pofiefl^ed of every virtue and qualifi-

cation, to infpire univerfal reve-

rence, affeftion, and love of reli-

gion, as Bifhop of this province,

to fuperintend this eftablifhment,

and to extend the light of the gof-

pel among his faithful fubjeds

:

and to Heaven we offer our fervent

prayer, that you may live happy
to complete the work ycu have
begun, and long to witnefs the

comfort and happinefs of all who
benefit by thofe inllances of Royal
favour, till the Saviour, vvhofe gofpel

you teach, fnall reward your merits

with everlalling blifs.

^To which the Eifiiop returned

the following Anfwer.

Gentlemen,
I feel myfelf exceedingly obliged

by this affectionate and polite ad-

drefs.
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drefs, for which be pleafed to ac-

.cept of my fincerell thanks.

Permit me at the fame time to

congratulate you on an event fo

interefting, as the founding and

opening a public feminary of learn-

ing at Windfor, which promifes

many advantages to the province.

This inftitution, and its concomi-

tant benefits, originated from our

moft gracious and beloved Sove-

reign, who, among other inftances

of his royal attention to the welfare

of his faithful fubjeftsi ftrongly re-

commended the meafure ; and the

Icgiflature of this province, with

R promptnefs and zeal which reflefl

honour on all its members> inllantly

adopted, and took the proper Heps

to carry into eifed the Royal in-

ftrudion Happy in prdTnoring

the beneficent views of his Majefty,

and in co-operating with my worthy

fellow-fubjcfts in ib ufefal a defign,

I endeavoured, with all good faith

afld fihcerity, to execute the truft

repofed in me ; and that the bufi-

nefs is happily brought to its pre-

fent llage, is greatly owing to the

ready concurrence and aid which I

received from his Excellency the

Lieutenant Governorj and the other

gentlemen, who, with me, were

appointed by the late A&. of the

Province to undertake the general

government of the Academy. The
approbation which you are pleafed

to befiow on my conduft is very

flattering, and will ferve to flimu-

late my future exertions in the fame
good caufe.

To you, gentlemen, it would be
needlefs to enlarge on the advan-
tages of literature and a virtuous

education^ as you appear to be

totally fenfible of them. I fhall

only oblerve, that from fcience the

enlightened philofoph«r derives his

Vol. XX Xi.

fuperiority over the untutored fa-

vage, and that to the difcipline and

inftruftion% received in early youth,

the devout Chriftian is indebted,

next to God, for thofe enlarged

and liberal fentiments, that inte-

grity of heart, and glow!ng ardour

for the good of others, which place

him fo high above the ignorant,

vicious, and felfifh part of man-
kind.

As this Academy is fxcd in yocr

vicinity, I earnellly recommend it

to your patronage and affiltance in

any difficulties that may occafion-

ally arife. In particular, 1 re-

queft the worthy magiftrates rigo-

roufly to enforce the laws againft

drunkennefs, profane fwearing, pro-

fanation of the Lord's day, and

other vices, agreeable to his Ma-
jefty 's late proclamation, that tiie

ftudents may not be i.njured b;. bad
examples.

It is unnecelTary to afTure you,

that I feel the utmoft anxiety for

the fuccefs of this Academy. Mav
the Almighty blefs and profper it I

—may it flourilli, and become, as

it is intended, a public blslTing I
—

^

and may nfeful learning, pure

religion, virtue, order, and loyalty,

flow from hence, as from a com-
mon fource, and extenfively ditfufe

their falutary effctls through eveiy

part of the province !

Mr. Burke'j Letter fo Mr. J.lontague.

on the Sul'jeJ? ofthe Ccnjure mov;d

in the Hcufe of Commons, ^efpeBing

. iVords Jpokiti by him in Wejiminjitr

Hall.
'

My dt'ar Sir,

WITH the con,rent, as you

know, and the approbatioa

of the Commlctec, 1 am le-olved to

C 5 1 terievtfc
t .1
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pcrfevere in the refolution I had

formed, and had duclared to the

Houie, that nothing fhould per-

iluule me, upon any occafion, leart

of all upon the prefent, to enter

into a laboured, litigious, artificial

defence of my conduft. Such a

mode of defence belongs to another

fort of conduct, and to caufes of a

different defcription.

As a faithful and ingenuous fer-

vant, I owe to the Houfe a plain

and fimple explanation of any part

of my behaviour, which fhall be

called in queftion before them. I

have given this explanation ; and

in doing fo, I have done every

thing which my own honour and

my duty to the Houfe could poffibly

require at my hands. The relt

belongs to the Houfe.

They, 1 have no doubt, will ad
in a manner fit for a wife body, at-

tentive to its reputation. I mult be

.fuppofed to know fomething of the

duty of a profecutor for the public;

otherwife neither ought the Houfe

to have conferred that trull upon

,me, nor ought I to have accepted

it. 1 have .not been difapproved

of by the firft abilities in the

.kingdom, appointed by the fa.Tie

authority, not only for my aflift-

ance, but for my dirediion and

controul. You, who have honoured

me with a partial friendiliip, con-

tinued without intermillion for

twenty-four years, would not have

failed in giving me that firll, and

moft decifive proof of friendfnip, to

enlighten my ignorance, and to

rectify my miltakes.. You have

not done either ; and I muft aft

on the inference. It is no com-

pliment to mention what is known

to the world, how well qualified

you are for that office, from your

deep parliamentary knowledge.

and your perfedt acquaintance with
all the eminent examples of the

ancient and modern world.

The Houfe having, upon an opi»

nion of my diligence and fidelity,

(for they could have no other

motive) put a great trull into

my hands, ought to give me an

entire credit for the veracity of
every faft I affiini or deny: but

if they fail with regard to hie, it

is at leaft in my power to be true

to myfelf. I will not commit my-
felf in an unbecoming contention

with the agents of a criminal,

whom it is my duty to bring to

juftice. I am a member of a Com-
mittee of Secrecy, and 1 will not

violate my trull, by turning my-
felf into a defendant, and bringing

forward in my own exculpation,

the evidence which 1 have pre-

pared for his conviftion. 1 will

not let him know on what docu-

ments I rely. I will not let him
know who the witnefles for the

profecution arc, nor what they

have to depofe againil him. Though
I have no fort of doubt of the

conftancy and integrity of thofe wit-

neffes, yet becaufe they are men, and
men to whom, from my own fitua-

tion, 1 owe proteftion, 1 ought not

to expofe them either to temptation

or to danger. I will not hold them
out to be importuned or menaced,
or difcredited, or run down, or

poffibly to be ruined in their for-,

tunes by the power and influence ©f
this delinquent, except where the

national fcrvicc fupcrlcdes all other
confideratlons. If I mult fufter,

I will fuffer alone ! No man fliall

fall a facrifice to a feeble fenhbility

on my part, that at this time of
day might m?ike me impatient of
thofe libels, which, by defpifmg

through ib many years, I have, at

length
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length obtained the hononr of being

joined in commiirion wich this Com-
mittee, and becoming an hum-
ble inllrument in the hands of pub-

lic juftice.

The only Tavour I have to fuppli-

cate from the Houfe is, that their

goodnefs would fpare to the weakeft

until they are handed over to the

Court competent to g^ive a final

decilion on their value. In that

Court the agent of Mr. Haftings

will Toon enou[',h be called upon to

give hio own tc;:imony with regard
to the condu<i;t of his principal.

The ajjent Ihall net efcape from

of their men:jbers any unnecefl'ary the neceflity of delivering it; nor

labour ; by letting me knovv, as will the principal efcape from the

fpeedily as poffible, whether they

vvifh to (iifcharge me from my pre-

fent office, li" they do not, I fo-

Jemnly promife them th.it, with

God's afliliance, I will, as a mem-
ber of their Committee, pi^rlue

their bafinefs to the end—That no

inomentary disfavour fhall ilacken

ciy diligence in the great caufe

they have undertaken— That I will

lay open, with the force of irrefilH-

ble proof, this dark fcene of bri-

bery, peculation, and grofs pecuni-

ary corruption, which I have begun
to unfold, and in the midft of which

my courfe had been arretted.

This poor IrKlian Itratagem of

turning the accufer into a defendant,

has been too often and too uniformly

pradtif^d by Devi Sing, Mr. Haf-
tings, and Gunga Govant Sing, and

other Banyans, black and white, to

have any lon^^cr the flighted effet'l

upon me, whom long fervjee in

Indian Committees has made well

acquainted with the politics of

Calcutta, li the Houfe will fulFer

me to go on, the moment is at

hand when my defence, and includ-

ed in it the defence of the Houfe,

will be made in the only way, in

which my trull permits me to make
it, by proving juridically on this

accufing criminal the fads and the

guilt which we have charged

upon him. As to the relevancy

of the fadls, the Committee of Im-
peachmeai mult be the folc jul^e

telHmony of liis agent.

I hope I have in no moment of
this purfuit (now by me continued,

in one ftiape or other, for ricar eight

years) fhewn the fmallefl fymptom*
of coUufion or prevarication. The
lart point in which I Hiould wiHi to

ftiew it, is in the charge concerning

pecuniary corruption—a corruptioa

fo great and ib fpreading, that the

moll unfpotted charadlers will be
jultified in taking meafures for

guarding themfelves againft fuf-

picion. Neither hope, nor fear,

nor anger, nor wearinefs, nor dif-

couiagement of any kind, (hall

ftiove me from this trufl—nothing
but an adil of the Houfe, formally

taking away my com million, or

totally cutting off the means of

performing it. 1 truft we are all

of us animated by the fame fenti-

ments.

This perfeverance in us may be
called obllinacy, infpired by malice.

Not one of us, however, has a caufe

of malice. What kncvvlcdge have
we of Sir Elijah Impey, with whom,
you know, we began ; or Mr. Haf-
tings, whom we afterwards found
in our way ? Party views cannot
be our motive. Is it not notori-

ous, that, if we thought it con-
liilent with our duty, we might
have at leaft an equal fhare of
the Indian interells, which npw it

a'moll to a man againll us.?

1 am fure I reverence the Houfe,
[S ] t as
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as a member of Parliament and

an Engliihman ought to do; and

fli;ill fubmit to its decifion with

due humility. I have given this

apology for aband 'ning a formal

defence, in writing to you, though

it contains in effedl not much more

than I have delivered in my place.

But this mode is lefs liable to

mifreprefentation, and a trifle more

permanent.—It will remain with

you either for my future acquittal,

or condemnation, as I fhall behave.

I am, with fmcere affedion and

refped

;

My dear Sir,

Your faithful friend.

And humble fervan*,

Gerrard Jireet, (Signed)

ikfay I, 1789. Edmund Burke.
(A True Copy.)

ThtfoUoiving is/aid to he an authen-

tic Tranfcript of the Speech of Mr.

HalHngs, addrejjld to the High

Court of Parliament.

*' My Lords,
«f 1^ /r A Y 1 be permitted to

jVJL ofier a few words to your

Lordfhips :

" 1 feel myfelf unequal to the oo^

cafion which fo fuddenly calls upon

fne to ftate to your Lordfhips what I

feel of the unexampled hardOiips

of this trial. I came here to-day

utterly unprepared for fuch an event,

as that which I perceive now im-

pending ; I therefore entreat your

Lordfliips to indulge me for a few

moments, while I recoiled myfelf—
*' I muft beg you will be pleafed

to confider the fituation in which

I ftand, and the awe which I mufl;

unavoidably feel, in addrelling this

a»guft alTembly. I have already,

in a petition prefcnted to year
Ldrdfliips in the beginning of this

year, reprefented the hardihips and
grievances, and but a part of the

hardihips and grievances, which I

thought I had Tullained when only

one year of this Impeachment had

palTed ; thcfe have accumulated.—

Many of them have proportion-

ably accumulated, with the time

that has fmce elapfed, but in my
fenfe of them, they have been

infinitely aggravated, when I have

feen fo little done, and fo much
time expended ; fuch a long period

confumed, and yet not one tenth

part, of one fmgle article of the

twenty, which compofe the charge,

brought to a conclufion on the part of

the profecution only. If five months

have been thus confumed, what
period, my Lords, fhnll I eftimate,

as neceflary for the remainder of

the Impeachment ? My life, in any

ellimation of it, will not be fuffi-

cient. It is impoflihle that I ftiould

furvive to its clofe, if continued, as

it has hitherto proceeded ; and al-

though I know not what to make
the fpecific prayer of my petition, I

do befeech your Lordfliips to confl-

der what injury my health, and my
fortune muft fuftain, if it be your

determination that I muft wait till

it ftiall pleafe the juftice, or the

candour of the honourable Houfe of

Commons, which has impeached

me before your Lordihips, to clofe

this profecution.
•' My Lords, I hope I fliall not

be thought to deviate from the re-

fped which I feel, equally, I am
fure, with any man living, for this

high court, if I fay, that had a pre-

cedent exirted in England, of a

man accufed, and impeached as I

have been, whole trial had adually

been protradled to fuch a length, or^

it*
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If I had conceived it poffible that

mine could have been fo protracl-

ed, I hope your Lordlhips will

pardon me if I fay— 1 would at

or.ce have pleaded guilty ; I would

not have fuftained this trial ; I

would have relted my cayfe and

my charafter, which is much dearer

to me than life, upon that truth,

which fooner or later will fhew itfelf.

This, my Lords, I would have

done, rather than have fubmitted

to a trial, which of itfelf has been a

punilhment a hundred times more
{cvere, than any punifhment your

Lordfhips could have inflifted upon

me, had I pleaded guilty. What
mull I not continue to experience,

by a life of impeachment ?

*• And now, my Lords, I beg
leave to fubmit my cafe to your

Lordfhips, well knowing that if it

is in your power to apply a remedy^

to the hardlhips which I have fultain-

ed, and to thofe which I am yet

likely to fufrer, your Lordihips will

do it. [ cannot be fo unreamnable

as to expeft that your Lordihips

ihould waile more time in the con-

tinuation of this trial, when the

year is fo much advanced, and
when, as I believe, by the cuflo:n

of Parliament, it h s been ufual for

your Lordihips to retire from the

bufmefs of the fellion ; I do there-

fore humbly fubmit myfelf to your
Lordihips juitice and froodnefs. Yet
if tiie honourjjjle mafiUgers could

propofe a fhort time, fucli ? period
as your Lordfnips could afford, in

order to clofe this impeachiuent,
which I have been told, (perhaps
falfely) was to end with the prefent

article, I Ihould be willing in that

cafe even to wave any defence,

rather than protraifl the decifioa

to another year—it may be for

many years ; I would pray your
Lordihips to proceed to judgment
on the evidence w'hich my profecu-

tors have adduced for my con-
vidtion.

" My Lords, I hope I have faid

nothing that is difrefpedtful to your
Lordiliips, I am fure I have felt no
other fentiment than thofe of de-
ference and refped for this great

afl'embly."

[5] J A GENERAL
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A GENERAL BILL
O F

All the^CHRISTENINGS and BURIALS,

From December i6, 1788, to December 15, 1789.

r-v, -n. J ^ Males p-,4.1 I

I tcmales 0822

1016-,

• . 5 ^'^•^^^^ ic6iilj
Buried

^ fgn^ales 1013S Ilncreafed in the Burials

20749I

Died under Two Years 6936
Between Two and Five 2237
—Five and Ten 800

•—Ten and Twenty 810
—Twenty and Thirty 1459
.—Thirty and Forty 18S9

•—Forty and Fifty 1893

—Fifty 2nd Sixty 1686

—Sixty and Seventy 145:
—Seventy and Eighty 1093
—Eighty and Ninety 415
•—Ninety and a Hundred 66

A Hundred o

A Hundred and One i

this Year 1052.

A Hundred and Two
A Hundred and Three

A Hundred and Four

A Hundred and Five

A Hundred and Six

DISEASES.
Bortive andStil-

x\ born

Ab'icefs

Ased
Ague'"

Apoplexy and
den

Afthma
fic

Bed -ridden

Bi-sding

Bloody Flux

Burilen and

ture

Cancer
Canker
Chiclien Pox
Childbed

Cholic, Gripes, twiit

ing of the Guts 9

Cold 4
Conf-jraption 5172
Convulfions 4651
Cough and Hooping-

Cou-h 374

725
lb

1278
A

Sudl

216

and Phthi-

472
8

9
o

Rup-
12

78

7
o

177

Diabetes

Dropfy

Evil

Fever, malignant Fe-

ver, Scarlet Fever,

Spotted Fever, and

Purples

Fiftula

Flux

French Pox
Gout
Gravel,Strangury, and

Stone 45
Grief 2

Head-Ach i

Headir.ouldfliot, Hor-
fhoehead, and Wa-
ter in the- Head 45

909

;j8o

4
17

44
66

jaundice

Impofthumc
Inflammation

Itch

Leprofy

Lethargy

Livergrown

Lunatick

4'

19c

71

534
J

JI2

79

Meafles

Mifcarriage

Mortification

Palfy

Pleurify

Quinfy 4
Rafh 2

Rheumatifm 2

Rickets 1

Rifing of the Lights o
Scald Head o
Srurvy 3

Small Pox 2077
Sore Throat 6

Sores and Ulcers 8

St. Anthony's Fire 2

Stoppage in the Sto-

mach 4
Suifeit I

Swelling 6

Teeih 474
Thrulh 54
Tympany i

Vomiting and Loofe-

nefs 2

Worms 4

CASUALTIES.
IT byamaddog
Broken Limbs 3

Biuifed o
Burnt II

Choaked 1

Drowned 90
ExcelliveDrinkingio

Executed *9

Found Dead 12

Fraclured *
Frighted i

Fr'izen

Killed by Falls

feveral other

cidents

S
and

Ac-

35
Killed themfelves 2i

Murdered
>0ver1aid

Poifoned

Scalded

Shot

Smothered
Starved

Suffocated

Tct4l 218

* There have been 29 executed, in Middiefex and Surry ; of which nuinber 9 only have

been reported as buried within the Bills of Mortality.

Th€
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The following authentic Extrafts from the Corn-Regifter, are taken

from Accounts colletfled from the Cuflom-llcufe Books, and delivered

to Mr. Joh"n James Catherwood, by Authority of Parliament.

An Account of the Quantities of all Corn and Grain exported frotn, and
imported into, England <i;?rt' Scotland, luihh the Bounties and Drai'.backs

paid, and the Duties received, therson, for one Tear ended the ^th of
January 1790.

E X P O R
British.
Quarters.

66,820

1789.
ENGLAND.

Wheat - . . -

Wheat Flour - -

Rye
Barley - _ - -

Malt - - - -

Oats ... -

Oatmeal - - -

Beans - - - -

Peafe - - - -

SCOTLAND
Wheat - - . -

Wheat Flour

Rye
Barley - - - -

Barley hulled

Bear or Big

Bearmeal - - -

Malt - - - -

Oats - - . -

Oatmeal - - -

Peafe and Beans

Groats - - - -

185,770
37'OS9

190,197

125,049

23,997

537
I4'374

8,931

3.289 1
2,346

139
19,127

100

10,972
61

9'799
1,402

S.118
222
12

TED.
Foreign.
Quarters.

6,983
3'3io

2,718

360

»'43 +
194

4,126

238J

Bounties and
Drawbacks paid.

76,551 16

Nil

liBo.

Dr.

S'S99 S o 2^

I M P O R

1789.
ENGLAND.

Wheat - - - -

Wheat Flour -

IVye

Barley - . . -

Oats . .
J,

<.

Oatmeal - - -

Beans - - - -

Peafe - - - -

Indian Corn

Quarters.

72.379
16,172

14.8+4

«»749

359»754
6,213

162

99
54

T E D.

Duties

received.

4.814 3 7i

[^4 1739.
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1789.
SCOTLAND.

Wheat - - - -

Wheat Flour -

Barley - - - -

Gats - - - -

Peafe and Beans

Duties

received.

«»334 1 9

The following is an account of the average prices of corn in England
and Wales, by the ftandard Winchefter bulhel, for the year 1789.

Wheat.
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Public Ails fajjed in the Sixth Sef-

Jicn cf the Sixteenth Parliament of
Great Britain.

AC T to repeal the duty on
Ihops.

Aft to fufpend, for a limited

time, an aft of laft fellions, tor the

better fecuring of the rights of Irce-

jholders at county eleftions, and for

indemnifying the perfons appointed

to carry it into execution.

Aft for repealing the faid aft of

Jaft feflJon.

Aft for the importation of bread,

flour, corn, &c. from the United

States of America ifito the province

pf Quebec.
Aft to continue an aft for the en-

couraging of the arts of defigning

and prindng linens, &c.

Aft to amend the hawkers and
pedlars aft.

Aft to incorporate certain perfons

under the name of the Northumber-

Jand fifhery.

Aft for repealing the duties on

fjpirics, &c. in Scotland.

Aft to indemnify perfons who
have omitted to qualify themfelves

for public offices, &c.

Aft for allowing further time for

the enrollment of the deeds and
wills of papiils, &c.

Aft to prevent the wilful burning

and dellroying Ihips, or dellroying

any woollen, linen, filk, or other

goods in Scotland,

Aft for granting additional duties

on horfes and carriages.

Aft for granting additional du-

ties 00 probates of wills, letters

of adininiftration, receipts for lega,
cies, &c.

Aft for granting additional du-
ties on newfpapers, advertifements,

cards, and dice.

Aft for the more effeftual en-
couragement of the manufafture of
flax and cotton.

Aft refpefting the importation
and exportation of corn, ftarch,

rapefeed, &c.

Aft to explain the Ameiican in-

tercourfe bill.

Aft to regulate the Newfound-
land, Greenland, and Southern
whale fifheries.

Aft to regulate the trade ofpawn-
brokers.

Aft refpefting piece goods wove
in this kingdom, perfons licenfed to

retail fpirituous liquors, &c.

Aft for allowing a drawback on
the exportation of tea to Guernfey,
&c.

Aft for appointing commiflioners

to enquire into the emoluments of
the officers of the cuAoms in Scot-

land.

Aft for continuing for a time the

flave-trade regulating bill.

Aft for appointing commifTioners

to enquire further into the loffes of
the American loyalills.

Aft for the more effeftual execut-

ing the laws refpefting gaols.

Aft to enable the Eall India com-
pany to raife money by further in-

Creafing their capital flock.

Aft for repealing the duties on
tobacco and fnuffs, and granting

new duties in lieu thereof.

SUPPLIES
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SUPPLIES granted by Parliament for

the Year 1789.

NAVY.
March 17.

FOR 20,000 men, including 3,860 marines, at 4I. ^. s. d.

per man per month — — — 1,040,000 o q
May 21.

For the ordinary of the navy, including half pay of

the marines — — — 713,000 o O
For the extraordinaries of the navy, for building and

repairing vefiels, over and above the allowance for

wear and tear — — — 575>S70 ° <*

Total of the navy — 2,328,570 o o

ARMY.
March 17.

For 17,448 men, including 1,620 invalids, as guards

and garrifons in Great Britain — —
Fur furccis and garrifons in the plantations and Gib-

raltar — — — —
For making good the deficiency in the difference be-

tween !^he Britilli and Irifti eftablilhment for 1788 -

For defraying the difference between the fame lor 7

regiments of foot ferving in North America, and
the Weft Indies, for one year — —

For advance of pay to the forces in the Eaft Indies —
For the deficiencv in full pay of fuperannuated officers

for 1788
' —- — — —

For the charge of full pay to the fame for 17S9 —
For tlie pay of general and general ftafF-ofhcers in

Great Britain — — —
For allcwanccs to the poftmafter general, fecretary at

war, &c. — — — —
For reduced officers of the land forces and marines »

h

638,562
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For the reduced officers and private gentlemen of the

troops of horle and grenadier guards —
Por the officers late in the Dutch fervice

For th • reduced officers of Kritifti American forces —
For allow .inccs to fex'eral of the fame —
For officers widows, and cxpences attending the fame

For the Heffian fubfidy — —
For the Chelfea penfioners —

May 28.

for the army extraordinaries for 1788 —

the I.
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To the commlfRoners of crown lan(Js —
To the fecretary of the commiffioners of the £ail Flo-

rida claims — — — —
To ditto of American loyalifls — —
Civil eftablifhment of Nova Scotia — —
The like of New Brunfwick — —
The like of St. John's liland — —
The like of Cape Breton _ —

.

__

The like of Newfoundland — —
The like of the Bahama Iflands — —
The like of New South Wales •

—

—
To the chief jullice of Dominica — —
To ditto of the Bermuda Iflands — —

June 15.

For fecret fervice- money abroad — —
For Carlton houfe — — —
For the African forts — — —

July 7.

To John Reader, efq. a compenfation for his lofs by
difmantling of an iron founder^ in Jamaica, in

178.2, by order of fir Archibald Campbell — 3,000 o o
July 20.

For profecution of Warren Haftings, efo. — 20,;^ 12 6 x

c
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Ways and Means for raifivg the abo've Supplies, granted to his hlajejly for
the Tear 1789.

March 23. £. s. d.

By land-tax, at 4.S. in the pound — — 2,000,000 o o
By malt duty —. _ — 750,000 o o

June ii.

By annuities with benefit of furvivorfhip — 1,002,500 o o
By annaities for i8| years, from April 5, 1789 — 187,000 o o
Profit on 50,000 lottery tickets, at 15 1. 8s. 7|d, 271,562 10 o
Exchequer bills — — — 5,500,000 o ck

Surplus of confolidated fund — — 1,530,000 o o
July 21.

Balance in the hands of the paymafter general — 398,769 o o

Total ways and means — 11,639,831 10 o
Total fupplies — 11,293,036 6 1^

Excefs of ways and means jC'346»795 3 io|:

NEW TAXES.
Additional halfpenny on newfpapers — — 28,000 o o

fixpence on adveriifements — 9,000 o o
• duty on cards aad dice — — 9,000 o o
— probates and wills — —

-

18,261 o o
• legacies to collateral relations only 5,000 o o
« I duties on carriages and horfes — 41 v 39 o o

J 1 1 ,000 o o

STATE
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STATE PAPERS.

"The Report of the Committee appointed

to examine the Fhyficiar.s ivhv have

attended His Majcjlj, during his

Jllmjs, touching the Slate cf His

Majejiy's Health,

DoSlor Richard Warren called //?,

atid examined.

TT7HETHER, in his opinion,W the ftate of his Majefty's

health is, or is not, fuch as to ren-

der his Majeily incapable, eiiher of

coming to parliament, or of attend-

ing to public bufinefs ?

His Majelty's ftate of health is

fijch as to render him incapable of

coming to parliament, or attending

public bufinefs.

What hopes has Dr. Warren of

his Majefty's recovery.''

The hopes of his Majefty's re-

covery muft depend on the pro-

bability of cure; and that can only

be judged of by what has happened

to others in fimilar cafes; and as the

majority of others have recovered,

there is a probability that his Ma-
jefty may recover likewii'c.

Can Dr. Warren form any judg-

ment, or probable conjcfture, of
the time which his Majefty's illnefs

is likely to laft?

To.
What degree of experience has

Dr. Warreu had of the particular

fpecics of diforder with which his

Majefty is affliaed ?

In the courfe of 27 or 28 years

praftice I have feen many perfons

difordered in a manner fimilar to

that of his Majefty; fome have

focn recovered under my fole care ;

when that has not happened, I

have always called in the perfons

who make this branch of medicine

their particular ftudy, and have

fometimes attended in conjundioa

with them, but have oftener left the

patients to their care, and have after-

wards attended in confultation onl/,

and in many cafes not at all.

Whether, when Dr. Warren
fpeaks of others in fimilar cafes

to that of his Majefty, he mearu
to include all the different fpecics

of the diforder, or to confine him-
felf to that particular fpecies with

which his Majefty is affli«fled ?

I do not mean to confine myfelf

to that particular fpecies with v/hich

his Majefty is afflii^ed, but to in-

clude all the different fpecies of
the diforder.

Can Dr. Warren ftate how many
particular fpecies there are of this

diforder t

No.
Can he ftate any diftinft fpecies

of the diforder ?

Yes—though the immediate caii-

fes of this diforder cannot be afcer-

tained, yet ferns of the remote

ones
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ones are well known. Injuries re-

ceived from blows or falls—fudden

affedions oi' the mind—the effe«^t

of fever. Befides thefe, there ai-e

feveral internal caufes of this dif-

order ; namely, exoflofes, indura-

tions, and ill-conformation of the

parts.

Whether this diforder may not

fometimes exift, when it cannot

be referred to any of thofe caufes

v/hich Dr. Warren has fpecified.

Yes.

Is his Majefty's diforder, in your

opinion, referrible to any of the

caufes enumerated by you, or can

you aflign any known caufc to

which, in your judgment, it is

referrible ?

I cannot aflign his Majefiy's

malady to any caufe whatever, as I

have not data fufficient to ground

an anfvvcr upon.

In thofe fpecles of the diforder,

which are not referrible to any

adignable caufe, is the probability

of cure greater, or lefs, than the

probabirity eflimated on all the

fpecies taken together ?

1 cannot tell.

Can Dr. Warren flate what the

comparative probability is, in each of

the caufes which he has afligned ?

The diforder proceeding from

external injuries, fuch as blows,

is frequently cured if medicine be

expeditiouily applied. V/hen the

malady arifes from fudden affec-

tions of the mind, it Is very fre-

quently cured—when from the ef-

feft of fever, it is oftener cured

than when from any other caule.

"When the malady proceeds from

the internal caufes memioned

above, no good can be doae by

xiedicine.

Cau Dr. Warren flate what por-

portion, of the whole number of

perfons afHifted with this malady,
have been fo, owing to each of
the caufes he has enumerated, and
what proportion, where it can be
referred to no afiignable caufe ?

I cannot Hate any precife propor-

tion ; but, out of a great number,
there are very few cafes where it is

pofTible to afcertain that it pro-

ceeds from any afiignable caufe.

Is there any one of the particu-

lar caufes enumerated, to which
Dr. Warren can fay, that the difoi"-

der with which his Majeity is afHift-

ed is not to be referred ?

I do not think his Majefty's dif-

order appears to proceed from any
one of the caufes enumerated by
me.

Can Dr. Warren fay with cer-

tainty, whether his Majefty's dif-

order may, or may not, have pro-

ceeded from injury by blows or

falls ?

I cannot.

Can Dr. Warren fay with cer-

tainty, whether his Majefty's dif-

order may, or may not, have pro-

ceeded from fudden affedions of the

mind ?

I cannot.

Can Dr. Warren fay with cer-

tainty, whether his Majefty's difor-

der may, or may not, have been the

efied of fever ?

I can fay with certainty it has

not.

Can Dr. Warren fay with cer-

t.ainty, whether his Majefty's difor-

der may, or may not, have proceed-

ed from any of the internal caufes

he has mentioned ?

I cannot.

Whether, in thofe fpecies of the

diforder which cannot be referred

to any affignable caufe, the proba-

bility of cure may not be various in

diiiieient cafes, according to the

fymptoQts



STATE PAPERS, [289

fymptoins of the particular cafe, or

the apparent degreeof the diforder i

I think not, unlefs figns of con-

valefcence are coming on.

Whether the knowledge of the

remote caufe is of afTulance towards

promoting tlie, cure?

I:: many cafes I think it is, bat

fometimes not.

Whether, in his Majefty's dif-

order. Dr. Warren fees any prefent

iigns of convalefcence ?

No. •

Whetheh every cure, in the fame
perfon, of a diforder which has re-

turned, is included in the calcula-

tions of the whole number (f cures ?

'I confider every cafe that comes
as a new cafe, and have included
them in that calculation ; buc I

believe that, excluding them, the

majority Uiil are cured.

Whether, of thofe perfons vvhofe

diforder cannot be referred to any
aflignable caufe, the greater num-
ber have, or have not, been cured ?

I cannot anfwer that with ac-

curacy.

Has the grea'er number of men,
that have been afflifted with this

diforder, recovered?

Yes.

Has the greater uumber of per-
fons recovered, whofe diforder has
lafted, without figns of convalef-
cence, as long as that of his Majelty
has already done i

Yes.

Sir George Baker calleJ in, anJ
examined.

Whether, in your opinion, the
ftate of his Majefty's health is,

or is not, fuch as to render his Ma-
jelly incapable, either of coming
to parliament, or of attending 10
public bufinef. ?

Vol. XXXI^

I think that the ftate of his Ma-
jefty's health is fach, as renders
him incipable of coming to parlia-

rnen"", or of doing any other public
buiirii-fs.

VVhat hopes ha^ Sir G-orge Ba-
ker of his Majefty's recovery i

I hope that his Mojtlty will re-

cover, becaufe I tuiak; it prooable.

My ovvn experience, and the ex-
perience of other phyficiafis, leads

me X.O think that his Majelly's dif-

order is curable.

Can Sir George Baker form any
judgment, or proi able conjedlure.

of the time which his Majefty's

illrrefs is likely to laft ?

I can form no judgment or
conjeftjre as -to cne probable dura-
tion Qi his Majefty's diforder.

Vv' nat degree of experience has
Sir George JBaker had of the par-

ticular fpecies of diforder with
which his Majefty is afflifted ?

I was form'Tly a pupil of "Dr.

Batty's, who attended an hofpital,

where I had an opportunity r£

feeing innny inftances oi this Jif-

order. J have 1 iK- wife had f
'

pa;i' nts, frum to time, under

diforder; but whenever the

der lias been of fome rc"

I have deiired the aihf ...

ficians who partitula

perlbns fo difordercd.

Whether Sir G;0'
founJs his opinion, in

to the fecorid qneliio

particular fymptohis <

jefty's cafe, or upon hi?

of the diibrder in

upon both ?

Upon my expcrir

order in general.

Whether, in ' !-, [iv . •

order. Sir G . ,;
•

any prcicnt ; .

cence I
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I do not fee any prefent figns of
Ct)nvalefcence.

Whether Sir George Baker
learns from experience, that the

greater number of perfons, who
have been afflicted with this dif-

order, have recovered ?

Upon general experience, the

greater part have recovered.

Whether every caljj, in the fame
perfon, of a diforder which has

returned, is included in the calcu-

lation of the whole number of
cures ?

1 will not undertake to anfwer

that queftion.

Has the greater number of men,
that have been afflided with this

diforder, recovered ?

I think fo.

Has the greater number of per-

fons recovered, whofe diforder has

lafted, without figns of convalef-

cence, as long as that of his Ma-
jefty has already done ?

Ye5,;I can ajifwer that in the

affirmative.

Was Sir George Baker in atten-

dance upon his Majefty, as his

phyfician, previous to his being

afflided with his prefent diforder ?

Yes.

Whether Sir George Baker can

aflign any known caufe, to which,

in his judgment, his Majefty's

prefent diforder is referrible ?

I can affign no known caufe to

which his Majefty's prefent difor-

der is referrible.

Was the attack of his Majefty's

diforder fudden or gradual ?

Sudden.

When did that attack take

place ?

The firft fufpicion I had of this

diforder was in the eveaing of
Wednefday the zzd of Oftober
l»ft.

Whether any fever, or other
complaint, had preceded that at-
tack r

There had been fever and other
complaints ; but on that morning
his Majefty had no fever.

Whether, in cafes where the
attack has been fudden, the recovery
has been fudden alfo ?

My obfcrvations on this diforder

do not enable me to anfwer that

queftion.

T/fe Re-verend DcSior Francis Willis
called in y and examimd.

Whether, in his opinion, the
ftate of his Majefty's health is, or

is not, fuch as to render his Ma-
jefty incapable, either of coming
to parliament, or of attending t»

public bufinefs ?

He certainly is not capable.

What hopes has Dr. Willis of his

Majefty's recovery ?

] have great hopes of his Ma-
jefty's recovery. If it were any
other perfon but his Majefty, I

fliould fcarce entertain a doubt

:

when his Majefty refleds upon an
illnefs of this kind, it may de-

prefs his fpirits, and retard his cure

more than a common perfon.

Can Dr. Willis form any judg-

ment, or probable conjefture, of
the time which His Majefty's illnefs

is likely to laft?

I cannot.

What degree of experience has

Dr. Willis had of the particular

fpecies of diforder with which his

Majefty is afflicted ?

A great deal for twenty -eight

years ; I imagine 1 have never had
lefs than thirty patients every year

of the time.

Whether Do£lor Willis founds

his opinion, in his anfwer to the

ffcond
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fccond qiieftlon, upon the particular

fymptoms of hii Majelly's cafe, or

upon his experience of the diiordcr

in general, or upon both ?

Upon both.

Whether, in his Majelly's difor-

der, Dr. Willis (ees any prefent

figns of convaleicence ?

I cannot fliy that I do ; at the

fame time there is every thing lead-

ing towards it, as the irritation has,

in a great meafure, fubfided, which
mull precede convaleicence, or any
appearance of it : it mull come on
very gradually.

Whether Dr. Willis learns from
experience, that the greater num-
ber of perfons, who have been af-

fli(fled with this diforder, have re-

covered ?

A very great majority : I do not

think I ihould fpeak falfe, if I faid

nine out of ten, of thofe that have

been put under my care, within

three months after they had begun
to be afHiiledwith the diforder.

Whether every cure in the fame
perfon, of a diforder which has re-

turned, is included in the calcula-

tion of the v/hole number of cures ?

If a perfon has been twice brought
under my care, and twice cured, I

reckon two cures, as I ftiould cf a
fever.

Has the greater number of men,
that have been afllifled with this

diforder, recovered .-'

I never calculated that ; I did
not think there was any difference

between the two fexes as to the fa-

cility of cure.

What Hate cf his patients does he
confider as a cure ?

Their being able to take upon
themfelves the condudl of their own
affairs, and to do the fame bufmefs
they were afed 10 do before they fell

ill.

What is the (horteft fpace of time

within which, in his experience, he

has known perfons, affefted as his

Majefty is, reflored to health ?

i)ix weeks or two months is the

Ihorteft, I believe.

Does Dr. Willis fee any thing itl

his Majelly's cafe which enables him
to pronounce that his Majelly may
not be rellored to health within that

compafs of time from the com-
mencement of his attendance on his

Majelly ?

I do not fee any thing to enable

me to pronounce that he may not.

Does Dr. Willis fee any thing in

his Majelly's cafe, which enables

him to pronounce that his Majelly

will be rellored to health within

that fpace of time ?

I cannot Dvefume to fay that he

will.

What has been the longeft fpace

of time for which the diforder has

lafled, in the cafe of fuch patients

as^hive been brought to him with-

in three months from the begin-

ning of the attack, and have reco-

vered .''

A year and a half, I believe, has

been the longeft of fuch patients as

have been brought to me ; and hvf

have been fo long.

What is the moll ordinary fpace

of time he has found neceflary for

the cure of fuch patients ?

I Ihould think five or fix months,

as near as I can calculate.

How long has Dr. Willis attend-

ed his Majefly f

Since Friday morning laft.

Whether, from your own obfcr-

vation, or from the particular*

which have been communicated to

you, YOU can affign any known
caufe to which, in your judgment,

his Majsfty's diforder is referri-

ble?

[ r ] 2 From
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From my own experience with

regn.rd to hi*^ Majeily, I cannot lay

any thing ; but trom a very parti-

cular detail of his mode and n)\n-

uer of life for tvventy-leven ytars, I

do imagine, that wei|:;hty bufiners,

fevere exercife, and too great abile-

raioufnels, and little reft, has been

too much for hlS" conlntutioii.—It is

very early to give an opinion, and

I may be mlftaken ; but I am the

more, inclined to think myielf right,

btcaufe the medicine that has been

given his M-aj'^fty ever fince Sunday
morning, and was intended to meet

and counteract thofe cauies, has had

as much effeft as J could wifh ; and

his Majefty has certainly been gra-

dually better from the firft fix hours

of his taking it.

Whether you have reafon to be-

Jieve, that the circumftances you

have enumerated are frequently

-

caufes of this dilorder ?

I believe they are very frequent-

Where the diicrder has arifea

from fuch caufes, have you fre-

quently known it cured ?

Very frequently.

Have the greater number of

thofe cafes bees cured or not ?

Certainly. I believe they are

more eafily to be cured, than where

the diforder proceeds from exceffive

drinking, or other intemperance,

or fome other caufes.

Dcior Thomas Gifborne called in,

and examined.

Whether, in his opinion, the fiate

«f his Pvlajefcy's health is, or is

ftot, fuch as to render his Majeily

incapable of coming to Parlianient,

or'of attending to public bufincfs ?

I think he is ablblmely _iricapa-

We.

Wliat hopes has Doflor Gifborne

of his M;»ielVv's recovery ?

I thintc there are hopes.

Can Dr. Gifborne form any

judgment, or probable conjciflure,

of ihe time which his Majeliy's ill-

iiels is likely to laft ?

I think that is impoflible.

What degree of experience has

Dr. GifDorae had of the particular

fpecies of diforder with which his

Majefty is affliOed ?

Not much particular experience.

I have feen perfons afreded in the

fame way, even to a greater de-

gree, who have recovered.

Whether Dr. Giiborne founds his

opinion, in his anfwer to the fccond

queftion, upon the particular fymp-

toms of his Majefty's cafe, or upon

his experience of the diforder in

general, or upon both ?

Upon both.

Whether, in his Majelly's difor-

der, Dr. Gifoorne fees any prefent

figns of convaiefcence ?

1 think that can hardly befaid.

Whether Dr. Gifborne can aflign

any known caufe to which, in his

judgment, his Majefty's prefent

diforder is referrible i

No.

Dcdor Anthony Addington called

in, and examined.

/Whether, in your opinion, the

ftate of his Majefty's health is, cr

is not, fuch as to render his Majef-

ty incapable either of coming to

Parliament, or of attending to pub-

lic bufjnefs ?

I think he is incapable, at leaft

he was when I faw his Majefty laft.

It was about a week ago.

What hopes has Dr. Addington

of his M.ijefty's recovery ?

I think
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T think there are very good
grounds of hope.

Can Dr. Acidington form any
judgment, or probable conjecture,

oi the time which his Majelty'b ill-

nels is likely to lalt ?

It is a very hard matter to form

any certain judgment or conjecture.

What degree of experience has

Dr. Add'ngton had of the particu-

lar fpecies of di.order with which
his Majefty is afHifted ?

I had patients, in a houfe that I

built at Reading, for five years

antecedent to the year 1754, v\hen

I came to London.
Do you found your opinion, in

your anfwer to the fecond qaeihon,

upon the particular fymptcms of
his Majefiy's cafe, or upon your ex-

perience of the cifjrder in general,

or upon both?

I tiiink there is f,me reafon to

found it upon fymp.oms, as well as

experience. Though" 1 have feen

his Majefty very unquiet, it did

not arife ro that degree of inqui-

etude which denot-d a diieafe that

would be of very long duration. I

thought there was loraething in the

very habit ot body, as well as in his

Majelly's complexion, and in vvhat

had been his way of life, that was
\ery favourable to a cure. Where
there is not a very great exertion

ot body or mind, perfons who have
lived in the way his Majeily has

done, are very rarely liable to this

ilUiefs.—From tlie account I had
from my brethren, who had the

honour to attend his Majefty, I had
very great expcdation,s that ic would
end happily, from this circumitance

—tliat ic had not for its forerunner

that melancholy which ufuaily pre-

cedes a tedious ilinels of this furt.

I never knew an inftance of an iil-

Rcls, that, under proper caj e, run to

any great Ienpth> which had not

been fo preceded.—As lor experi-

ence, I have vifjted a confiderabla

number of patients in that difeafe,

in and round Reading.—Finding
they could not b^ taken lb muc.l

care of as they ought to be in their

houses, and that 1 might be as little

interrupted as poftible in the prac-

tice of other branches of ray pro-

fcffion, I built a houfe, contiguous

to my own, for the reception of
fuch patients.— I vifitcd il^em there

conltantly every day.•—I had from
eight to tSn patients there ufuaily at

a time. During that time, two pa-

tients were admitted, who were
reafonably deemed to be incurable

at the time of their comi;io,and for

years before. Dunng the charge
of my patients, for five years toge'-

ther, at that houfe, I never had
more than two other patients that

were not cured within the yeaf,

and continued well, as far as ever-I

knew. Some recovered in much
fnorter time ; and I })ad feveral

tnat were quice well within S quar-
ter of a year. 1 f any of thofe per-
fons hau relapfed, I believe, ^rorti

the partial opinion of tLnr fimilies,

I fiiould have heard or if. Where
theie is a relapfe, I ihouid not call

it a perfed cure.

What ftatfe of the patients did
Dr. Addington confider as a cure r

When Hi./ patient was able to do
every thing that a man in health

doe-".

What were the particular cfr-

cumftances of the two patients be-
lore mentioned bv Dr. Addmgton,
wnich occafjoned their being deem-
ed incurable ?

One of thofe perfons had been for

many yi.ars under the care of a very
fkilrul phyfician, in an houfe for tKc

rei-rption of patieatb under this dif-

[7] 3 order.
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order. It was a cafe that was dif-

ferent from all others wiih which I

have been acquainted, both in the

caufe, and in the circumilances

which precede-d and attended it.

The other was a patient who, I be-

lieve, had been ill very many years

;

fne had been for fome time under
the care of an eminent phyfician,

who wiflied her to be put into a

houfe where (he might be taken

care of for life ; {he was atrabilious

in tne hi^heu degree, and died,

from the effeds of that diforder, in

about a week.

Whether the majority of the pa-

tients under your care were men or

women ?

I think nearly equal.

Whether Dr. Addington profefied

to take, and did in fad take, all pa-

tients that were oiFered him ?

I had not always room. I ex-

eluded none on account of the na-

ture of the diforder.

What has been Dr. Addington's

attendance on his Majefty ?

1 faw his Majefty for three days

fucceffively, and for twice each day
for a confidcrable time.

Whether, during the time of that

attendance, he obferved any figns

of adual convalefcence in his Ma-
jefty ?

No.
Whether, from your own obfer-

vation, or from the particulars

which have been communicated to

you, you can aflign any known caufe

to which, in your judgment, his Ma-
jefty's diforder is referrible ?

I cannot pretend to fay wh t the

caufe was, either from what 1 faw,

or what was communicated to me.

I do not chufe to hazard a conjeclure.

Sir Lucas Pepys called in, and
examined.

"Whether, in your opinion, the

ftate of his Majefty's health is fuch

as to render his Majefty incapable,

either of coming to parliament, or

of attending to public bufinefs ?

The ftate of his Majefty's health

is certainly fuch as to render him
incapable of coming to parlia-

ment, or attending to public bufi-

nefs.

What hopes has Sir Lucas Pepys
of his Majefty's recovery?

I have the fame hopes of his Ma-
jefty's recovery as I fhould have if

he were labouring under any other

difeafe, of which I knew that the

majority labouring under it did re-

cover. That the majority do reco-

ver, I am fatisfied from my own
experience, and from the aflurance

of a perfon who has moft experience

in cafes of this fort.

Can Sir Lucas Pepys form any
judgment, or probable conjefture,

of the time which his Majefty's ill-

nefs is likely to laft .?

It is impoflible to form any con-

jedure on that fubjed.

What degree of experience has

Sir Lucas Pepys had of the parti-

cular fpecies of diforder with which
his Majefty is afflided ?

I have occafionally feen feveral

perfons under that diforder, fome-

times alone, but more frequently

with thofe whofe pradice leads them
more particularly to attend to it.

Whether, in his Majefty's difor-

der. Sir Lucas Pepys fees any pre-

fent figns of convalefcence ?

His Majefty is more quiet than

he has been ; but there are no pre-

fent figns of immediate convalef-.

cence.

Are there any adual fymptoms
at prefent, which lead Sir Lucas

Pepys to entertain more favourable

hopes of his Majefty's recovery,

than he has hitherto had during his

attendance ?

I thin!;
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I think there are very material

fymptoms, as his Majefty's general

fiate of health is certainly much
better than it was.

Is the amendment that has taken

place, only in his Majefty's gene-

ral ftate of health, or is there

any abatement of his particular dif-

order?

From his Majefty's general ftate

of health being better, his fleep is

more quiet, his appetite is better,

and he is more in his ufual ftate

;

all which circumftances mull pre-

vioufly occur before recovery ; but

thefe are only leading fteps towards

recovery—the diforder ftill remains;

it is difficult to fay whether it is ac-

tually abated.

What does Sir Lucas Pepys mean
by his Majefty being more in his

ufual ilate ?

More quiet, and in a lefs per-

turbed flate.

Whether it is Sir Lucas Pepys's

•pinion, that there is, or is not, at

prefent any abatement of his Ma-
jeJly's diforder ?

I have anfwered it, by faying

that it is difficult to fay whether

there is any adual abatement, and
I wilh to explain my meaning in

thefe words. The only way of ex-

plaining it is by analogy to fome
Other complaint. In the cafe of a

mortification, where the bark would
moft probably eifedt a cure, I could

not fay, during feveral hours after

its being taken, whether there was,

or was not, any abatement of the

mortification : ib, in the cafe of his

Majefty, I cannot fay whether the

return of general health has, or has

not, yet produced any adlual abate-

ment of the particular diforder ; but

fuch a return of general good health

would lead me to be of opinion

that an evideot abatement might

be cxpedled. I can, however, fay,

that no aclual evident abatement

hab yet taken place.

When Sir Lucas Pepys, in his

anfwcr to thefecond queltion, ftates

that the majority of perfons labour-

ing under the fame diforder with

his Majefty do recover, does he

mean to include all the diff^erent

fpecies of the diforder, or to con-

fine himfelf to that particular fpe-

cies with which his Majefty is af-

fefted ?

I mean in that eftiraate to fpeak

of the diforder generally, and not

fpecially.

Can you aflign any known caufe

to which, in your judgment, his

Majefty's prefent diforder is refer-

rible ?

I know no evident or aflignable

caufe.

Is his Majefty's a frequent fpe-

cies of the diforder ?

It is a frequent fpecies of the dif-

order.

In this fpecies, do the majority

recover ?

Certainly, in this fpecies the ma-
jority do recover.

Doctor Henry Revel Reynolds called

in, and examined.

Whether, in your opinion, the

ftate of his Majefty's health is, or

is not, fuch as to render his Ma-
jefty incapable, cither of coming

to parliament, or of attending to

public bufmefs ?

His Majefty is certainly incapa-

ble of it.

What hopes has Do(flor Reynolds

of his Majefty's recovery ?

I think there are well-founded

hopes of his Majefty's recovery.

Can Dr. Reynold* form any

[T] 4 judgment.
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his judgment, his Majefly's difof-

der is refcrrible ?

No J I cannot.

judgment, or probable conjeflare,of

the time which his Majeily's illnefs

is likely lo lait ?

No.
What degree of experience has

T)r. Reynolds had of the particular

fpecies of cliforder with which his

Majeity is afiiifled ?

1 have been almoft twenty years

in bufinefs, and in the courfe of
that time I have feen a great num-
ber under this diforder, buth fmgly
and tC'gether with others.

Whether you found ycur opinion,

In your alJwe^ to the fecond quef-

tion,. upon the par icular 'fytDptort-a

cf his Majeily's ca.e, or upon your
experience ot tiie diforder in ge-

neral,, or upoa b(.>ih:

. Ruvher upon general experience;

though J thii^k there istiothing pe--

culiiir in hb, Maj,elly's caie which
fo/bids the prelumptioa of reco-

very. ....
- '

Whether, in hig Majefty's dif-

of.der, you ice any prefent ligns of
convaiei'ce.ice r

1 do not fee any prefeot figns of
convalefcenca ; .though I ihmk his

Ttdajefty's being quieter, and in a

better Rate of general health, ivould.

lead me to hope that it is a iiep to-

Vt'ards it.

Whether Dr. Reynolds learns

from experience, th^at the greater

number Oi perlcns aiSicie^ wi:h
this diforder -have recovered ?

The 'greater nu;, :hirJ:,

have recovered.

Whether Dr. R«ynoi(is aopre-

lienUs, th;it in ca'tulations foanced'

on reneral experience, every" cure,

in the fame perfon is i.flcl'uded-.''

I apprehend rhat it is—tirey con-
fider every- diftant relapfe as a new
difeafe.

Whether Dr. Reynolds can af-

fi^n any known caiafe to which, in

Refohitions of the Houfe of Com-
mons, delivered to the Lords at a
Conference on the 23a' i?/" Decem-
ber, 1788.

I. ''T"^ HAT it is the opinion of

.1. this Iloufe,

*' That his Mnjefty is prevented,
*** by his prefent indifpolition, from
*' coming to his parliament, and
" from attending to public bufi-
•* nefs, and that the perfcnal exer-
" cife of the rcyal aaihority is

" thereby for the prefent iriter-

" rupted."

li. 7'hat it is the opinion of this

Houfe,
" That it is the right and duty

" of'the Lords ipiriiual and tcm-
" poral and Commons of Great
** Britain now affemblediand law-
" fully, fully, and freely repre-
* renting all the eitates of the peo-
*' pie of this^ realm, to provide the
** means of fupplying the defect of
** tW perfcnal exercxTe of the roVal
** authority, ariiing from his Ma-
" jetty's faid indifpofition, in fuch
'^ a manner as the exigency of the
" cafe may appear to require."

*' Resolved,
" That for this purpofe, and for

" maiatainiog entire the conftitu-

" lional authority of the King, it

"is necelTary that the faid Lords'

^? fpi ritual and tempoF-ai and Com-
" rnons of Great Britain rtiould

•' determine on the rrieans whereby
'* the royall'afrent may' be given ia

" parliament to fuch bill as may be
** pafTtd by the two Houfes of Par-
** iiament refpeding the exercife

•* of the powers and authorities of
*.* the crown, in the name., and on

*• the
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*' coruinuance of his Majeily's pre-

** fent indilpofition."

1^97

e\'ery commiCon fhall be figned bjr

his Majefty's hand. In cur prel'ent

unhappy fituation that eiTeniial re-

quiliie being unatrainable, we can-
not coridefccnd to give a fanftion to

a counc-rfeit reprefeatation of tJje

Koyal'Tignacure, and we dare iiot

affume ;. po.ver to difpcafe uiih the

law which makes ihat fign'arare ef-

fen'ial to the validity of a comniif-

fion to pafs bills.

3dly. Becaufe we conceive that

Protcfi of the Lords, on the Rjj;€n:y.

TH E ordpr of r*ie day being

read for taking intocomiaera-

tion the report frrm the Ccmmit^tee

of rhe whole Houle appoint-d to

t:-.ke iniO conlidera-ion the ftate of

the naiion, and tne refJutions of the unqueflionabie rights of tlie peo-
the Commons rela ive to his M..- pie, lo fallacioufly reprtfented as;

jclty's indifprlition, and the means
of iuppiyin h? dtf Ci of the per-

fonal cx-jrcit .' f the Royat Autho-
rity arifmg therefrom, delivered at

a conferetice on the 23d December
iillant, which were ;eterred thereto.

And the report ot the faid relolu-

tioMs being read by the clerk.

Moved to agree with the Com-
mnns on the faid rHoluiions.

The queflion was put thereupon.

Reiolved in the affirmative.

DilTentient.

I ft. Bt;caufe we adhere to the an-

tient principle recognized and de-

clared by the aft of the I3;h of
Charles the Second, that no aft or

ordinance with the force and virtue

of a lavv, can be made by either or

both Houfes of Parliament, without

the King's affent, a principle Hand-
ing as a bulwark to the people a-'

gainil the two Houfes, as the two
Houie.s are their fecuriiy agaiaft

the Crown.
zdiv. Becaufe this principle is

tacitly admitted by the third refo-

lulion, while it overthrows the prac-

tice by the fimilate appearance of

the Royal Aifent under a commif-
fion to pafs bills, a commifiion

which would be incnnfillent with

the provifions of an .ift of the 33d
Henry the Eighth, rtquiiiug ;hat

being upheld by thefe refolutions^

are violently infringed by an u.i-

necelury aiTumpcion on the part of
the two Kcufes, of powers beyond
thofe which ihe cation has affigncd

them. Invariable practices in all

good times, and pofitive laws eiia-

blifhcd by compleat parliaments,

tiuly and conftitutionally repre-

fenting the nation, have dehned
thofe powers. And we cannot but,

regard with the utmoil apprehen-
fion, any propofal to overltep thofe

boundaries, when the confequence
of fuch ufurpation ii fo fatally

marked ia the hiiiory of our couo.>

try.

4tniy. Eccaufe it was confeilcd

in the dcn.'te, thst the powers of
this commifiion were not to be con-
fined folely to the aft of appoint-
irg a Regent ; to what other pur-,

poles they may extend were not
explained. State neceflity, the a-'

vowed ground of the meafure, may
ferve as the pretext to any diminu-
tion of the juft prerogative of the
Crown, and of the liberties of the

people, that bell fuits the deligns of
ambition. Fatal experience had
fhcwn to our anceilors the bound-
lefs miichief of power thus ufurped
under plauiiHe appearances : and
it is pa.'-uculaily the duty' of the

Hcufc
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Houfe of Peers to check the re-

newal of a pradice to afTume the

name, without the fubftance of the

Royal Authority, by which this

Houfe was once annihilated, the

monarchy overthrown, and the li-

berties of the people fubdued.

5thly. Becaufe thefe dangerous

and alarming confequences of the

ineafure adopted, would have been

obviated by the amendment re-

jefted. It propofed to fubftitute a

ineafure conformable to the pradice

of cuir ancertors at the glorious sra

of the revolution. They feized not

upon public necefiity as a conveni-

ence for the ufurpation of new
powers, but proceeded in a plain

and explicit form to the revival of

the Royal Authority with full efH-

cacy, before they entered upon the

exercife of their legiflative func-

tions. Purfujng a fimilar courfe,

the amendment propofed the imme-
diate nomination of the natural re-

prefentative of the King, the Heir

Apparent of the Crown, to whom
alone, it was univerfally admitted,

the eyes and hearts of all men, du-

ring the prefent unhappy conjunc-

ture, were turned : that with a per-

feft and efficient legiflature, fuch

future provifions might be enafted

as the prefervation of the full and

tindiminifhed authority of the

crown, and the liberties of the peo-

ple, may require.
' FREDERICK

Northumberland
Suffolk and Berks
M A Y N A R D

Rawdon
AUDLEY
Clifton
Chedworth
Went. Fitzwilliam
Walpole
Perby

Scarborough
FoRTC HESTER
South am vtotj

Hertford
Falmouth
HENRY

PONSONBY
S.PENCER
Norfolk, E. M.
Breadalbane
Malmesbuky
Rodney
Selkir k

Po R T L A N' D
Hereford
Cholmondeley
Foley
Boyle
LovEL and HoLLANO
Abergavennt
Te yn ham
Bedford
Cadogan
Carlisle
Cassilis
Cardiff
Hay
K 1 N N a I R D

Loughborough
Pel HAM
Devonshi re
Chr. Bristol
Craven
Hunting DOM
Lothian
Townshend

Letter from the Right Hon. Williatn

Pitt to the Prince of Wala^
Dec. 30.

Sir,

TH E proceedings in parlia-

ment being now brought to a

point, which will render it neceflary

to propofe to the houfe ofcommons,

the particular meafures to be taken

for
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for fupplying the defeift of the

perfonal exercife of the royal au-

thority, during the prefcnt interval,

and your Royal Highnefs having

fome time fincc fignihed your plea-

fure, that any communication on

this fubjeft fhould be in writing,

I take the liberty of rcfpetUully

entreating your Royal Highnefs's

permiflion to fubmit to your confi-

deration the outlines of the plan,

which his Majefty's confidential

fervants humbly conceive (accord-

ing to the bell judgment which

they are able to form) to be proper

to be propofed in the prefent cir-

cumlbnces.

It is their humble opinion, that

your Royal Highnefs Ihould be em-
powered to exercife the Royal au-

thority in the name and on the be-

half of his Maje%, during his Ma-
jefty's illnefs, and to do all ads

Thefe are the chief points which
have occurred to his Majefty's fer-

vants. 1 beg leave to add, thu
their ideas are formed on the fup-

pnfition that his Majefty's illnefs

is only temporary, and may be of

no long duration. It may be diffi-

cult to fix beforehand, the precife

period for which thefe provifions

ought to laft ; but if unfortunately

his Majefty's recovery ftiould be
protracted to a more diftant period

than there is reafon at prefent to

imagine, it will be open hereafter

to the svifdom of parliament, to re-

confider thefe proviftons, whenever

the circumftances appear to call

for it.

If your Royal Highnefs fhould

be pleafed to require any farther

explanation on che fubje<5t, and
fhould condefcend to fignify your

orders, that 1 ftiould have the ho-

which might legally be done by his nour of attending your Royal High-
Majefty; with provifions, neverthe- nefs for that purpofe, or to inti-

lefs, that the care of his Majefty's mate any other mode in which
royal perfon, and the management of your Royal Highnefs may wifti to

his Majefty's houfehold,and the di- receive fuch explanation, 1 ftiall rc-

redion and appointment of the oth-

cers and fervants therein, ftiould be

in the Queen, under fuch regula-

tions as may be thought neceftary.

—That tlie power to be exercifed by

your Royal Highnefs ftiould not ex-

tend to the granting the real or

perfonal property of the King, (ex-

cept as far as relates to the renewal

of leafes), to the granting any

office in reverfion, or to the grant-

ing, for any other term than dur-

ing his Majefty's pleafure, any
penfion, or any olHce whatever,

except fuch as muft by law be

granted for life, or during good
behaviour ; nor to the granting any

rank or dignity of the peerage

of this realm to any perfon except

his Majefty's iftue who ftiall have

attained the age of 2 1 year;.

fpertfuUy wait your Royal High-
nefs's commands.

I have the honour to be.

With the utmoft deference and
fubmiilion.

Sir,

Your Royal Highnefs's

Moft dutiful and devoted fervant,

W. Pitt.
Dc^jjning-Jlreet, Tucfday Night,

Dtiiember 30, 1788.

Jn/iver to the foregoing Letter, dt-

li'vered by his Royal Highnfj's to the

Lord Chancellor , Ju7t. i, 1 789.

THE Prince of Wales learns

from Mr. Pitt's Iciter, that

the proceedings in parliament are

^ owa
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now in a train, which enables Mr,
Pict, according to the intimation

in his former letter, to communi-
cate to the Prince the outlines of

the plan which his Majelty's con-

iiklentiai fervants conceive to be

proper to be propofed in the pre-

fent circumftances.

Concerning the (leps already ta-

ken by Mr. Pitt, the Prince is

£!ent. Nothing done by the two
houfes of pailiamcnt can be a pro-

per fubjed of his animadverfion ;

but when, previoufiy to any dif-

cullion in parliament, the outlines

of a fcherae of government are Tent

for his confideration, in which it is^

propofed that he (hall be perfonally

and priccipally concerned, and by

which the Royab authority, and the

public welfare, may be deeply affcdl-

ed, the Prince would be unjuftifi-

able, were he to withhold an expli-

cit declaration of his fentiments.

His fiicnce might be conftiued into

a previous approbation of a plan,

the accompiifhment of which every

motive of duty to his father and
fovercign, as well as of regard

for the public intercil, obliges hiia

to coiifider as injurious to both.

In the fiate of deep diHrefs, in

which the Prince and the whole

Royal Family were involved, by
the heavy calamity which has fallen

upon the King, and at. a moment
when government, deprived of its

chief energy and fupport, feemed
peculiarly to need the cordial and
united aid of all defcriptions of

g«od fubjecls, it was not ejipeded

by the Prince, that a plan ftiould be

offered to his consideration, by
which government w^is to be ren-

dered difficult, if not impradicable,

in the hands of any perfon intend-

ed to reprefent the King's authority,

:aiich ki'i in the hands of his eldcft

GISTER, 1789.

fon—the heir apparent of his king-
doms, and the perfon moft bound to

the maintenance of his M^jefly's juft

prerogatives and authority, as well

as molt interelled in the happinefs,

tne profp'erity^^and the glory of the

people.

The Prince forbears to remark
en the feveral parts of the /ketch of

the plan laid before him ; he appre-

hends it mull have been formed
with fulHcient deliberation to pre-

clude the probability of any argu-

ment of his producing an alteration

of fentiment in the projcdlors of it.

But he trufts, with confidence, to

the wifdom and jullice of parlia-

ment, when the whole of this fub-

jefl, and the circumftances conneft-

ed with it, fhall come under their

deliberation.

Hi; obferves, therefore, only ge-

nerally on the heads communicated
by Mr. Pitt—and it is with deep

regret the Prince makes the obferva-

tion, that he fees in the contents of

that pa'er, a projedl for producing

wealcnefs, diforder, and infecurity

in every branch of the adminiftra-

tion of affairs.—A projefl for divid-

ing the Royal Family from each

other— for fcparating' the court

from the ftate ; and therefore, by
disjoining government from its

natural and accuftomed fupport, a
fcheme for difconnedfting the au-

thority to command fervice, from

the pa\ver of animating it by re-

ward; and . for allotting to the

Prince all the invidious duties of

government, v/ilhout the means of
ibftening them to the public, by
any one act of grace, favour, or

benignity.

The^rince's feelings on contem-

plating this plan, are alfo rendered

liiil more painful to him, by ob-

ferving thut it is not founded on.

any.
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n.ny general principle, but is cal-

culated to infufe jealottlies and fuT-

picions (wholly groundlefs, he

truih) in that quarter, whole confi-

dence it will ever be the lirll pride

of his life to merit'and obtain.

With regard to the motive and

objsft of the limitations and refiric-

tions propcicd.the Prince can have

but little to oblerve. ~ No light or

information is offered him by his

Majefly's minillers on thefe pr.ints.

They have informed him nvhat

the powers are which they mean to

refule him, not why they are with-

held.

The Prince, however, holding as

he does, that it is an undoubted
and iundamental principle of this

conflitution, that the powers and
prerogatives o'f the crown are veiled

there, as a truil for the benefit of

the people; and that they are fa-

•; cred only as they are necefTary to

the prefcrvation cf that poife and
balance of the conditation, wFich
e>jperience has proved to be the

true fecurity of the liberty of the

lubjecl— muft be allowed to ob-
ferve, that the plea of public uti-

lity bught to be ftrong, manifefl,

and urgent, which calls for the

extinftion or fufpcnfion of any one
of thofe elTcntial righti in the fu-

preme power or it? reprcfentative;

or which c.Mi jullify the Prince irt

confeniing, that in his perfon an ex-

periment (hill be made, to afcer-

tain with how fmali a portion of the

kingly power the executive govern-

ment of this country may be car-

ried on.

"i he Prince has onJy to a.''. d, that

if fecurity for his Majelly's re-

pofiefling his rightful government,
whenever it fh^U pleafe Providence,

in bounty to the couuiry, to remove

the calamity with which he is

.afHifted, be any part of the ob-

ject of this plan, ihe Prince has

only to be convinced that any mca-
fure is necelTary, or even conducive,

to that end, to be the firft to

urge it as the preliminary and
paramount confideration ofany fet-

tlement in Vi-hich he vvould coufent

to fliare.

If attention to what is prefumed
might be his JNlajefty's feelings

and wlflies on the happy day of
his recovery, be the object, it is

with the truefl fincerity the Prince

expreiTes his firm convidion, that

no event would be more repugnant

to the feelings of his royal father,

than the knowledge, that the go-

vernment of his fon and reprefenca-

tive had exhibited the fbvereiga

power of the realm in a llate of

degradation, of curtailed authority

and diniinifhcd energy—a ftate,

hurtful in practice to the profperity

and good government of his people,

and injurious in its precedent to

the- fecurity of the monarch, and
tlie rights of his family.

Upon that part of the plan v\'hicH

regards the King's real and perfbn-

a! property, the Prince feels hira-

felf compelled to remark, that it

was not neceflary for Mr. Pitt, nor

proper to fuggelt to the Prince, the

reltraint he propofes againft the

Prince's granting away the King's

real and perfonal property. The
Prince does notxonceive, that, dur-

ing the King's life, he is, by law,

entitled to make any fuch grant;

and he is fure, that he has never

fliewn the fmallell inclination to

pofTefs any fuch power. But it re-

mains with Mr. Pitt to confider the

eventual interefls of the Royal Fa-
mily, and to provide a proper and

natural
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natural fecurity againft the mifma-

nac;ement of" them by others.

l"he Friuce has difchurged an

iridifpenfable duty, in thus giving

his iiee opinion on the plan fub-

mitted to his conrideration.

His convidlion of the evils which

may arife to the King's intereils, to

the peace and happinefs of the

Royal Family, and to the fafety and

welfare of the nation, from the

government of the country remain-

ing longer in its prefent maimed

and debilitated ftate, outweighs in

the Prince's mind, every other

confideration, and will determine

him to undertake the painful trull

impofed upon him by the prefent

melancholy neceflity (which of all

the King's fubjefts he deplores the

moll) in full confidence, that the

afFeftion and loyalty to the King,

the experienced attachment to the

houfe of Brunfwick, and the gene-

xofity which has always diftinguifh-

cd this nation, will carry him

through the many difficulties, in-

feparable from this mofl critical

fitualion, with comfort to himfelf,

with honour to the king, and with

advantage to the public.

(Signed)

CarJeton Honf,, G. P.

"January 2, 1789.

Refoliitions agreed to by the Lords

and Commons y and prtfetited to the

Frince o/"Walei, on Friday, Jan.

30-

RESOLVED, that for the pur-

pofe of providing for the cxer-

cife of the royal authority, during

the coatinuance of his Mnjefty's

jllnefs, in fuch manner, and to

fuch extent, 2; the prefent circum.

GISTER, 1789.

fiances and the urgent concerns of

the nation appear to require, it is

expedient that his Royal Highnefs

the Prince of Wales, being refident

within the realm, fhall be em-
powered to exercife and adminifter

the Royal Authority, according to

the laws and coniHtution of Great

Britain, ia the name and on the be-

half of his Majelly, and under the

llyle and title of Regent of the

kingdom ; and to ufe, execute, and

perform, in the name ani on the

behalf of his Majelly, all authori-

ties, prerogatives, a£ls of govern-

ment, and adminiflration of the

fame, which belong to the king

of this realm to ufe, execute, and

perform, according to the law*

thereof, fubjed to fuch limitations

and exceptions as fliall be pro-

vided.

Refolved, that the power, fo to

be given to his Royal Highnefs

the Prince of Wales, iliall not ex-

tend to the granting of any rank or

dignity of the peerage of the realm

to any perfon whatever, except

to his IVIajefty's royal ifiue who
(hall have attained the full age
of twenty-one years.

Refolved, that the fald powers

fhould not extend to the granting

of any office whatever in rever-

fion, or to the granting of any office,

falary, or penfion, for any other

term than during his Majefty's

pleafure, except fuch offices as are

by law required to be granted

for life, or during good beha-

viour.

Refolved, that the faid powers

fhould not extend to the grant-

ing of any part of his Majefty's

real or perfonal ellaie, except fo

far as relates 10 the renewal of

leafes.

Refolved,
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Refolved, that the care of his

Majefty's Royal Ptrfon, during the

continuance of his Majelly's ill-

nefs, ftiould be committed to the

Queen's moll excellent Majefty

;

and that her Majelly Ihould have

power to remove from, and to

nominate and appoint fuch per-

foiis as flie (hall think proper, to

the feveral offices in his Majelly's

houfehold ; and to difpofe, order,

and manage all other matters and
things relating to the care of his Ma-
jelly's Royal Perfon, during the

time aforefaid : and that, fvor the

better enabling her Majefty to

difcharge this important trull, it

is alfo expedient that a council

fhould be appointed, to advife and
aflill her Majelly in the feveral

matters aforefaid, and with power
from time to time, as they may
fee caufe, to examine upon oath

the phyficians and others attend-

ing his Majelly's perfon, touching

the Hate of his M-'ijelly's health,

and all matters relative thereto.

Die Mercurii, ^%^Januarii, 1 789.
Refolved, that a committee be

appointed, to attend his Royal
Highnefs the Prince of Wales with

the refoluiions which have been
agreed to by the Lords and Com-
mons for the purpofe of fupp'.y-

iiig the defed of the perfo".al exer-

cife of the Royal Authority dur-

ing his Majelly's illnefs, by im-
powering his Royal Highnefs to

exercife fuch authority in the name
and on the behalf of his Majelly,

fubjcit to the limitations and re-

ftiidions which the circumllances

of the cafe appear at prefent to

require ; and thiit the committee

do exprefs the hope which the

Lords fpiritual and teni£oral» and

Commons, entertain, that his
Royal Highnefs, from his regard
to the interells of his Majelly and
the nation, will be ready to un-
dertake '.he weighty and impor-
tant truft propofed to be in veiled
in his Royal Highnefs, as foon as
an aft of parliament fhall have
been palled for carrying the faid
Refolutions into effedt.

Proteji of the Lords, nxjho 'voted on
Friday Jan. 23, agair.Jl agreeing /#

the aforefaid Refolutions deli-vered

at a Conference en the preceding

Tuefday,

Dissentient.
ill. "OECAUSE we firmly ad-

X3 here to the principles

and arguments, on which we dif-

approved the Refolutions formerly
palled by this houfe, efpecialiv

when the legillative power of the
two Houies of Parliament, uncon-
ftitutionally afl'umed by thole Refo-
lutions, is meant to be employed
to rellritft or fufpend many impor-
tant and eflential branches of the
royal power, at the moment of the
declared incapacity of the King.

2dly. Becaufe we think the power
of conferring the rank and privi-
leges of the peerage, as a reward
to merit, is necelTary to the royal
authority, in order to afford an in-

citement to vigorous exertions in
the fervice of the llate, and is more
peculiarly neceflary (like all other
parts of the prerogative) when
the regal power is to be cxercifed

by a fubllitute, with an authority

uncertain and precarious in its dura-
tion : but efpecially on the prefent

occafion, as it is the only branch

ofthe prerogative fufficicntly power-

ful'
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ful to afford a remedy againft fuch Portchester.
a combination in this houfe, as Pei.ham
other parts of this fyftem of reftric- Breadalbake
tJon and mutilation, have ^ natu- Cassilis

ral and obvious tendency to pio- Abe rg avennv
duce. Lough BOKOUGH
And becaufe we conceive that Scarborough

this rertriftion may create an inte- Foley
reft in the members or this houfe, 1'onsonby
to, withhold their aiTent lo reflore Douglas
the ancient powers cf the crown ia Raw don
this refpedc. St. John

3dly. Becaufe we conceive, that R. Liandaff
by the fubfiilir.g law of the land, Cholmondeley
his Tvlaje.iy's property isfufficiently Hereford
fecured from any undue dilpofuicn Peterborough
and alienation, and the Refolution Stawell
on that I'ubjecl can have no cither • Cardiff
efFeft, but to convey to the public Southampton
injurious fufpiclon, and unjuft im- Shaftesbury
putation, on the ch.arafter and in- Chedworth
tentions of his Royal hlghnefs the Portland
Prince of Wales. HuNTiNGDorr

4th]y. Becaufe we are of opinion, Egrhmont
that in order to maintain the pro- Poksoney
per dignity of the crown, and pre- Mal.mesbury
ierve the due influence and reipeifl Sondes
which arifes from the great offices Mont fort
of the ftate, it is neceffary that the Derby
perfon exerciling the Royal Autho- Hertforo
lity in the name and on the behalf Cadogan
of his Majeily, fhould be attended Boyle
by thofe dlflinguljlied fervants, Maykard
whofe functions have beeg'ettablifli- Eglingtok
ed for the purpofe of adding weight Sandwich
and fpkndor to the regal office. Kinnaird
We cannot agree to a divifion of Aberdeen
the rcyal power ; to the creation of Chr. Bristol
a fourth eltate, unknown to the con- Hay
iliiution of this country. Rodney

FREDERICK Northumberland
HENRY W. FiTzwiLLiAM

Lothian Buckinghamshire.
Devonshire Diss, for the 2d, 3d, and 4th

AuDLEY reafons.

Craven St. Alea::s.
Bedford Diss, for the ill, 3d, and 4th

Carlisle jreafons only,

5 CuFTOIf
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Clifton
Spencer
Suffolk and Ber ks

Hawke.
Diss. For all the reafons given

in this proteft, except thofe in the

latter parts of the 2d reafon, viz.

beginning at thefe words, " but

efpecially on, &c." and thence to

tlie end of that fecond realbn.

Selkirk.

Anf'voer ofthe Prince of Wales to the

Lords and Gentlemen., appointed to

deliver to him theforegoing Rejolu-

ttons,

M)i Lords and Gentlemen,

TH'ANK you for communicat-

ing to me the Refolutions agreed

upon by the two houfes ; and I re-

queit you to afTure them, in my
name, that my duty to the King
my father, and my anxious concern

for the fafety and interefts of the

people, which mufc be endangered,

by a longer fufpeniiori of the exsr-

cifeofthe Royal Authority; toge-

ther with my refpeft for the united

defires of the two houfes, outweigh,

in my mind, every other confidera-

tion, and will determine me to un-

dertake the weighty and innportant

trull propofed to me, in conformity

to the Refolutions now communicat-
td to me. I am renfible of the

dithcukies that mud attend the exe-

cution of this ti uu, in the peculiar

circumltances in which it is com-
mitted to my charge, of which, as I

am acquainteJ with no former ex-

ample, my hopes of a fuccefsful ad-

minirtration cannot be founded on
any pall experience. But confiding

:hat the limitations, on the excrcilc

of the Royal Authority, deemed
Vol. XXXI.

ncceffary for the prefent, have been,

approved by the two houfes only as

a temporary meafure, founded oa
the loyal hope, in which 1 ardently

participate, that his Majefly's dif-

order may not be of long duration,

and trufung, in the mean while,

that I fhall receive a zealous and

united fupport in the two houfes

and in the naiion, proportioned to

the difficulty attending the dif-

charge of my trull in this interval,

I will entertain the pleafmg hope,

that my faithful endeavours to pre-

ferve the iHterells of the king, his

crown, and people, maybe fuccefs-

ful.

Refolutions agreed to hy the Lords and

"Commons, prefented to Her Majefty

on Friday, Jan. 30, 1789.

RESOLVED, th;it the care of

his Majcfty's Royal Perfon,

during the continuance of his Ma-
jelly's illnefs, fliould be committed

to the Queen's moil Excellent Ma-
jelly, and that her Majelly il^ould

have power to remove from, and to

nominate and appoint fuch perfons

as (he fhall think proper, to the

feveral offices in his Majcfty's houfe-

hold, and to diipofe, order, and

manage all other matters and things

relating to the care of his Majcfty's

Royal Perfon, during the tione

aforefaid. And that, for the better

enabling her Majcfty to difcharge

this important truft, it is alfo ex-

pedient that a council ftiould be ap-

pointed, to auvife and aflift her

Majefty in the feveral matters, and

with pov.er, from time to time as

they may fee caufe, to exnmine upon

oath the phyficians and others at-

tending his Majcfty's perfon, touch-
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ing the flate of his Majeily health,

and all matters relative thereto.

Refolved, that the refolution

agreed to by the Lords and Com-
mons, refpeding the care of his

Majerty's Royal Perfon, and the

diredlion of his Majeily 's houfehold,

be laid before her Majeily, with

an humble addrefs, exprefling the

hope which the Lords fpiritual and

temporal and commons entertain,

that her Majelty will be gracioufly

plfufed to undertake the important

trult propofed to be invefled in her

Majeily, as foon as an aft of parlia-

ment ihall have been pafled for

carrying the faid Rxfoluticn into

eft'ed.

Her Majefty'/ ^/r/wfr to the Lords

and GentU?nen, --who delivered the

foregoing Rejolutions.

My Lords and Gentlemen,

^fi Y duty and gratitude to the

J_ king, and the fenfe I muft

ever entertain of my great obliga-

tions to this country, v%'ill certainly

engage my moil earneil attention to

the anxious and momentous trull in-

tended to be repofed in me by par-

liament. It will be a great confola-

tion to me to receive the aid of a

council, of which I fhall lland fo

much in need, in the difcharge of a

duty wherein the happinefs of my
future life is indeed deeply intereil-

ed, but which a higher objedl, the

happinefs of a great, loyal, and af-

fedlionate people, renders Hill more
important.

Speech o/'Earl Bathurft, in the Name
cfthe Leriii Commijjionersi appoint-^

ed by his Majejly''s CommiJJfont
under the Great Seal, to declare cer-

tain Caufes of the Meeting of Par

-

liament, Tuefday, Feb. 3.

Mj Lords and Gentlemen,

IN purfuance of the authority

given to us by his Majelly's

commiflion under the great feal,

which has been read, amongft other

things, to declare the caufes of
your prefent meeting, we have only
to call your attention to the melan-
choly circumilances of his Majelly's

ilinefs ; in coni'equence of which, it

becomes neceflary to provide for

the care of his Majelly's royal per-

fon,and for theadminillration of the

Royal Authority, during the con-
tinuance of this calamity, in fuch.

manner as the exigency of the cafe

feems to require.

Speech of the Lord Chancellor to both

Hoiifes of Parliament, Tuefda/,
March 10.

My Lords and Gentlemen,

H\ S Majeily not thinking fit to
be prefent here this day in

his royal perfon, has been pleafed to
caufe a commilGon to be ilTued under
his great feal, authorizing and com-
manding the commiiI:oners, who are
appointed by former letters patent
to hold this parliament, to opeu and
declnre certain further caufes for

holding the fame : which commiflion
you will now hear read.

[The commiflion Hated, tliat

whereas his majeily had found it

convenient to call his parliament in
May, 17;?4, and that it had after-

wards been adjourned and pro-
rogued, from time to time, until

the 20ih of November lall; and

tha
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that as his Majefiy, for certain rea-

fons, could not then attend in per-

fon, it had undergone various ad-

journments, until the February fol-

lowing, when he had been pleafed

to idue his orders, that it fhould be

opened by commiflion, appointing

the archbilhop of Canterbury, the

lord chancellor, lord privy feal,

prefiJcnt of the council, lord ftew-

ard of the houfehold, duke of Rich-

mond, lord chamberlain, vifcount

Wentworth, lord Bathurll, the two

fecretaries of ftate, and the lord

chief juftice of the court of King's

Bench, commiflioners for that pur-

pofe ; and that, as there were ilill

certain reafons why he could not at-

tend in parliament in perfon, as

ufual> he had thought proper to

command another commiflion, ap-

pointing the fame commifnoners to

communicate his royal mcifage to

parliament.]

And the faid commiflion being

read accordingly, the lord chancel-

lor faid.

My Lords and Gentlemen

y

Tn obedience to his Majefty's

commands, and by virtue of both

commiiTions already mentioned to

you (one of which has now been
read), we proceed to lay before you
fuch further matters as his Majefty

has judged proper to be now com-
municated to his parliament.

His Majefty being, by the blefling

of Providence, happily recovered

from the fevere indifpofition with

which he has been afflidted : and be-

ing enabled to attend to the public

affairs of his kingdom, hai com-
manded us to convey to you his

warmell acknowledgments for the

additional proofs vihich you have
given of your affedionate attach-

oicnt to his perfon, and of your

zealous concern for the honour and
interefts of his crown, and the fccu-

rity and good government of his do-
minions.

The interruption which has ne-
ceiTarily been occafioned to the pub-
lic bufinefs, will, his Majelly doubts
not, afford you an additional incite-

ment to apply yourfelves, with as
little delay as poiTible, to the differ-

ent objeds of national concern which
require your attention.

His Majeily has likewife ordered
us to acquaint you, that, fince the

clofe of the laft feflion, he has con-
cluded a treaty of defenfive alliance

with bis good brother the King of
Pruflia, copies of which will be laid

before you : that his Majelly's en-
deavours were employed, during
the laft fiammer, in conjundlion with
his allies, in order to prevent, as

much as poffible, the extenfion of
hoililities in the North, and to ma-
nifell his defire of effeding a gene-
ral pacification : that no opportuni-

ty will be ncgleiStcd, on his part, to

promote this falutary objedt ; and
that he has, in the mean time, the

fatisfaflion of receiving, from all

foreign courts, continued affurances

of their friendly difpofitions to this

country.

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Com"
mons.

We are commanded by his Majef-

ty to acquaint you, that the elti-

matcs for thecurrcnt year will forth-

with be laid before you ; and that

he is perluaded of your readinefs to

make the neceffary provifions for

the feveral branches of the public

fervice.

My Lords and Gentlemen,

We have it particularly in charge

from lus Majefty to affure you, that

[ Z/ 2 ]
yoa
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you cannot fo efFedlually meet the and the fecurity and good govern-

moft earned with of his Majefty's mcnt of your dominions,

heart, as by perfevering in your uni- It will be our conrtant endeavour

form exertions for the public wel- to merit your Majefty's good opi-

fare, and bv improving every occa- nion, by labouring to promote the

fion to promote the profperity of his happinefs of your people ; and we
faithful people, from whom his Ma- will apply ourfelves, with as little

jelly has received fuch repeated and delay as poffible, to the different

affecling marks of invariable 7.eal, objefts of national concern which

loyalty, and attachment, and whofe require our attention,

happinefs he muil ever confider as We bcfcech your Majefty to ac-

infeparable from his own. cept our humble thanks, for being

graciouHy pleafed to order a copy
'

of the treaty of defenfive alliance

The humhle Addrefs of the Houfe of between your Majefty and the King
Commons to the King. of Pruffia to be laid before us, and

to be aflured that we are deeply fen-

Mojl Gracious Scvereigrif fible of your Majefty's juft regard

WE, your Majefty's moft duti- to the interefts of your fubjeds, and
ful and loyal fubjcfts, the the peace of Europe, in your en-

commons of Great Britain in par- deavours to prevent the extenfion

liament affembled, beg leave to re- of hoililities in the North, and your

turn your Maje.fty our humble defire to efFed a general pacifica-

thanks for the fpeech which has tion. We learn with great fatif-

been delivered, by your Majefty's fadion, that your Majefty continues

command, to both houfes of parlia- to receive affurances of the favour-

ment; and to congratulate your Ma- able difpofition of the other courts

jefty on the happy event of your of Europe towards this country.

Majefty's recovery from your late We (hall not fail to proceed, with

indifpofition, and on yourbeingen-

abled to attend to the public affairs

of your kingdoms.

We acknowledge with the mofl

heartfelt joy and gratitude, the

cheerfulnefs and difpatch, to make
the neceffary prcvifion for the feve-

ral branches of the public fervice.

Vv^e fliould be wanting to our-

felves, and to thofe whom we repre-

goodnefs of Almighty God, in re- fent, if we did not teftify, in the

Horing your Majefty to the wifhes warmeft manner, the gratitude with

and prayers of your faithful fubjeds

;

which we obferve the paternal ex-

and earneftly hope that your Majef- preflions of your Majefty's regard

ty may long continue to rule over for the happinefs of your people,

an aftedionate and grateful people, whofe invarinble fentiments of zeal.

Permit us to lay before your Ma- loyalty, and attachment to your

jefty our dutiful acknowledgments Majefty are animated and confirm-

for the favourable fenfe which your ed by the uniform experience of

Majefty entertainsofourafttdlionate your Majefty's virtues, and by the

attachment to your Majefty's per- ienfe of the blefiings which they-

fon, and of our concern for the ho- enjoy under your Majefty's aufpi-

nour and i'ltereft of vour ciown, cious government.

[An
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[An addrefs to the fame purport

was prefented by the houle of

lords.]

Speech ofthe Lord Chancellor /o both

Ho lifes of Parliament , ok Tuelday,

Auguft II.

My Lords and Gentleman,

WE have it in command from

his Majefty, to exprefs to

you the fatisfaction with which his

Majerty has obferved the continued

proofs which you have given, dur-

ing the prefent fcfiion, of your uni-

form attention to the public bufi-

nefs, and of your zealous concern

for the honour and intereft of his

crown, and the welfare and prof-,

perity of his people.

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Com-
vtons.

His Majefty has particulaily

direded us to return his thanks

for the readinefs with which you

have granted the neceflary fupplies

for the feveral branches of the pub-

lic fervice.

My Lords and Gentlemen,

Although the good offices of his

Majefty and his allies have not hi-

therto been eifedual for reftoring

the general tranquillity of Europe,

he has the fatisfadion of feeing that

the further extenfion of holiilitics

has been prevented, and that the fi-

tuation of affairs continues to pro-

mife to this country the uninter-

rupted enjoyment of the bleffingsof

peace.

Then the Jord chancellor, by his

Majefty "s command, faid.

My Lords and Gentlemen,

It is his f/Iajefty's royal will and

5

pleafure, that this parliament be
prorogued to Thurfday, the 29th
of Odober next, to be then here

holden ; and this parliament is

accordingly prorogued to Thurfday
the 29ch day of October next.

Speech of the Marquis of Bucking-
ham, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland,

to both Hoiijcs of Parliament, on

Thurfday, Feb. 5.

My Lords avd Gentlemen,

WITH the deepert concern I

find myfelfoblif;ed, on open-
ing the prefent feffion of parliament,
to communicate to you the painful

information that his Maj.^fty has
been for fome time aftlided by a
fevere milady, in confequence of
which he has not honoured me with
his commands upon the ^meafures
to be recommended to his parlia-

ment.

I have direded fuch documents
as I have received refpcding his

majefty's health to be laid before

you ; and 1 ihall alfo communicate
to you, fo foon as I fha'l be enabled,
fuch further information as may af-

iiit your deliberations on that me-
lancholy fubjed.

Ge7itlcinen of the Hovfe of Ccm"
tncns.

Deeming it at all times my Indif-

penfable duty to call your attentioa

to the fecurity of the public credit,

and to the maintenance of the civil

and military eftablifhment, I have
ordered the public accounts to be
laid before you,

My Lcrds end Gentlemen, .

It is unuectfl'arv for me to exprefs

to you my earneft uilTies for ths

welfare and profperity of Ireland,

\.^^'\ l which.
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which, in every fituation, I fhall al-

ways be anxious to promote : nor

need I declare my confidence in that

afFedioiiate attachment to his majef-

ty, aod in that zealous concern for

the united intereft of both king-

doms, which have manifefted them-
felves in all your proceedings.

Addrefs prefent'ed to the Prince of
Wales, Feb. 27, by the Delegates

from both Houfes of Parliament in

Ireland.

I'd his RcyalHighnefs George Prince

of Wales.

THE humble addrefs of the

lords fpiritual and temporal,

and knights, citizens, and burgefles,

in parliament affembled.

fday it pleafe your Rryal Highnefs.

We, his Majefty's moft dutiful

and loyal fubjedts, the lords fpiritu-

fll and temporal, and the commons
of Ireland in parliament aflembled,

beg leave to approach your royal

liighnefs, with hearts full of the

moll loyal and afFedtionate attach-

ment to the perfon and government
cf your royal father, to exprefs the

deepell and moft grateful fenfe of
the numerous bleffings which we
have enjoyed under that illullrious

hoafe, whofe acceflion to the throne

of thefe realms has ellablifhed civil

and conftiiutional liberties upon a

bails which, we truft, will never be
fhaken ; and at the fame time to

condole with your royal highnefs

upon the grievous malady with
which it has pleafedHeaven to afflift

the beft of fovereigns.

We have, however, the confola-

licn of refieding, that this fevere

calamity hath not beenvifited upon
us, until the virtues of your royal

highnefs have been fo matured as to

enable your royal highnefs to dif-

charge the duties of an important
truft, for the performance whereof,
the eyes of all his majefty's fubjefts

of both kingdoms are directed to

your royal highnefs.

We therefore beg leave humbly
to requeft, that your royal highnefs

will be pleafed to take upon you
the government of this realm, dur-

ing the continuance of his majef-

ty's prefent indifpofition, and no
longer ; and under the ftyle and ti-

tle of prince regent of Ireland, in

the name and on the behalf of his

majefty, to exercife and adminifter,

according to the laws and conftitu-

tion of this kingdom, all regal pow-
ers, jurifdiflions, and prerogatives,

to the crown and government there-

of belonging.

Protcji of the Peers of Ireland, nuho

'votedt e/i Monday, Feb. \G,agaiuJl

the Addrefs to the Prince of Wales,
reqiiejli'ig his Royal Highnefs to

take upon him the Ofice of Prince

Rezent.

DiJJentient,

ift. TIE CAUSE the addrefs in

J[3 queition to his royal high-

nefs the Prince of Wales, is an ad-

drefs, requeuing that he will be
pleafed to take upon him the go-
vernment cf this realm in fuch man-
ner as is therein mentioned, and
to exercife and adminifter, accord-

ing to the laws and conftitution of
this kingdom, all royal powers, ju-

rifdifiion, and prerogatives to the

crown and government thereof be-

longing, without any law or autho-

rity whatfoever, that we know of,

authorizing him fo to do.

zdly, Becaufe we are apprehen-

five that the faid addrefs may be

conftrued
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conftrued to be a meafure tending

to diiturb and wertken that great

conftitutional union, whereby, as

fully declared, enadted, and fpeci-

iied in fundry afts of parliament in

this kingdom, this realm of Ireland

is for ever united and knit to the

imperial crown of England, and

as a member, appending and right-

fully belonging thereto.

3dly. Becaufe, although in every

fentiment of duty, afFeftion, and re-

fpeft, toward? his royal hij^hnefs,

we hold ourrelvcs equal to, and

will not be exceeded by, any of

thofe who join in the faid addrefs,

or by any other perfon whatfoover
;

and are, and ever Ihall be, ready to

lay down our lives and fortunes in

the fopport and maintenance of the

juft rights of our moiV gracious

fovereign, and of every branch of

his royal and augull family: we
cannot pay any compliment to his

royal highnefs, or to any one, at the

expence ofwhat we confider as great

conftitutional principles ; and we
cannot, (for fuch are the workings

of duty, affedion, and refpeft in

our breads,) join in the faid addrefs,

which may, as we are apprehenfive,

bring difficulty and embarrafiment

upon his royal highnefs, already too

much opprefled by the great calami-

ty which hath befallen our mod
gracious fovereign, his royal father.

Signed
LiFFORD, C.
R. DuBLI>f
Harberton
Car YSFORT
Vale.vti A

mornington
Long ford
B E C T 1 V E

Chetwyn d

Hillsborough
Alt A MONT

Carysfort
courtown
G. L. KlLMORE
Ranelagh
mountmorres.

Dijfentient,

For the fecond reafon in the fore-

going proteft.

And alfo, becaufe feeling every

fentiment of duty, refpcct, and at-

tachment to his royal highnefs the

Prince of Wales, and thinking him

the only proper perfon to be ap-

pointed to this high rtation, I con-

fider, that to addrefs his royal high-

nefs to accept th£ regency of this

kingdom, before we have any au-

thority to knov/, that he is as yet

appointed regent of Great Britain,

is inviting him to afiume a power,

which under the adaal and exiling

conftitution of Ireland, he cannot

exercife, inafmuch as by ftatute

10 of Henry Vll. no bill can re-

ceive the royal aflTcnt here, that

is not certified from Great Britain

under the great feal of England,

and until his royal highnefs (hall

have authority to direft the uie of

that great feal, he cannot difcharge

the fundlions of the regal office for

Ireland. It is impoffibJ*:, according

to the laws and conllitution of this

kingdom, that any perfon fliould be

regent of Ireland, who is not at the

fame time regent of Great Britain.

G L a N D R E

.

D'JJcntient,

I ft. Becaufe, with an anxious de-

fire that the regency of this king-

dom, during his majefty's indifpo-

fition, (hould be conferred on his

royal highnefs the Prince of Wales

in a manner moft expreffi\e of rc-

fpeft and affeftion to his royal high-

nefs, and convinced that his royal

[ L/ ] 4 highnefs
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highnefs will think that mode of

appointment moll expredive of du-

ty and aifcdion, which is conftitu-

tioiia.1, and mull conduce to preferve

the connexion between Great Bri-

tain and Ireland infeparable, we
confider an addrefs of the two
houfes of parliament, purporting of

its own authority, to confer royal

power, at a time when they are ful-

ly competent to pals a bill for the

purpofe of eitedually providing for

the exercife of the fame, to be a

jnoft dangerous violation of the fun-

damental principles of the conllitu-

tion.

zdly. Becaufe the connexion be-

tween Great Britain and Ireland

(on which the fafety of the confiitu-

tion in churcii and ftate depends) is

preferved and maintained by the

unity of the executive power alone ;

and yet the addrefs propofed by the

refolution now pafTed, is to appoint

his royal h'ghnefs regent ofIreland,

wichouc our being certain that his

roya highnefs is or will be regent

cf Great Britain, and without mak-
ing any proviiion, that his royal

highnefs Hiall not continue to be re-

gerij of Ireland longer than he fliall

be regent of Great Britain. Thus
expofing to chance and accident the

p-efervation of the only bond of that

connexion between the countries,

upon which all that is dear to us de-

pends, and making a precedent that

may be of the moll fatal confe-

quence to poflerity.

Tyrone
Wm. Ossoay
W. Leigh LIN and Ferns
BeLL.'\jM0NT.

Dijfentient,

For the firft reafon in the protell

immediately preceding.

And alfo, becaafe we confider*

that if by virtue of this addrefs

alone, his rayal highnefs the Prince

of Wales Hiail take upon himfelf the

regal powers of this kingdr-m, his

royal highnefs will by luch alliimp-

tioi) be drawn in to decide upon an

important conllitutional queilioni

equally aiFeding Great Britain and
Ireland.

And alfo, becaufe we ponfider

thefe words in the addrefs, ** and
no longer," as unnecefTary, and at

the fame lime difrefpeftlul to the

Prince of Wales, tending to convey

an idea that this country can confer,

or that the Prince might continue to

hold over the powers of a regei;t for

a longer time than the contiluation

cf the king's indiipofition incapaci-

tated hisMajefty from being reltored

to the full exercife of the powers ap-

pertaining to the crowns of Great
Britain and Ireland.

Car HAMPTON
CONYNGHAM.

Anj'nxer ofihe'Loid Lieutenant to the

j^ddrefs of both Houfes, requefthig

him to tranfmh their Jddrefs to the

Prince of "Wales.

My Lcrds and Gentlemen,

UNDER the impreffion which

I feel of my cfHcIal duty, and
cf the oath which I have taken as

chief governor of Ireland, I am
obliged to decline tranfmitting this

addrefs into Great Britain.

For I cannot,confider myfelfwar-

ranted to lay before the Prince of

Wales an addrefs, purporting to in-

vefl his royal highnefs with powers

to take upon him the government
of this realm, befor&he ihall be en-

abled by law fo to do.

Proteji
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Pfoteji of the Minority in
_
the Irifh

Houfe of Lords y againji the Rejolu-

tions 'voted Feb. 19, afferting the

R'ght of both Houjes to declare a

Prince Regent.

Dfentienty

BECAUSE the undoubted right,

and the indiipeniabie duty, de-

clared in the laid refolution to have

been exercifcd and dilcharged by

the lords an>- commons of Ireland,

and to which it is alkdged they are

alone competent, do not, in any le-

gal or found ienfe, appear to us to

hnve any exillen.e—And becaufe

ilie afluming a right in the lords and

commons alone, to confer upon

his royal hignnefs the Prince of

Wales the government of (<|iis king-

dom, under the llyle and title of

Prince Regent of Ireland, in the

name and on the behalf of his Ma-
jeUy, to exerciic and adininiller,

according to the laws and conftitu-

tion of this kingdom, all regal pow-

ers and prerogatives to the crown
and government thereof belonging,

cr the addiciring his royal hignnefs

to take upon himfelf luch govern-

ment in manner aforelaid, before

lie be enabled by law fo to do, i'eems

to us altogether unwarrantable, and
to be hi^iiy dangerous in its ten-

dency to dirturb and break the con-

llitutional union, whereby this

realm ot Ireland is for ever knit

and united to the unperial crown
of England, on which connexion

\he happinefs of both kingdoms ef-.

fentially depends ; and we are the

more apprehenfive of danger, lell

the fo doing fhould be confidered as

tending to the prejudice, diltur-

bance, or derogation of the King's

majefty in, of, or for the CrOwn of

this.realiji of Ireland.

LiFFORD, C.
Hi llsborough
William Ossorx"
Vai.e NT I A

Co UR town
MORNINGTOX
Lo.VGFORD
Altamont
Geo. Lewis Kilmore
J. Clogh e r

Ranelag h

William Leighlin ani^

Ferns
b e l l a m o n t
powerscou rt
Glakdore
Mountmorres
e n n 1 s ki l l e jsj

R. Dublin
Con yngh am
1'yrone
Lanesborough
Bective
C H E tw y N D

C A R H A .\! P r O N
Harberton.

Protejl of the Lords againji the VotO

ofCenJure on the Lord Lieutenant.

Difetitient,

BECAUSE, when his excellency

the lord lieutenant, his Majef-
ty's reprefentative here, hath told

us, that under the inipreflion of his

official duty, and of the oath that he
hath taken as chief governor of this

kingdom, he is obliged to "decline

tranfmitting to Great Britain the ad-
drelTes of both houlcs of pailiamenc
to his royal highnels the Prince of
Wales, it dotli not confill with that

decorum, with that julHce, and
with that grave proceeding with
which this houfc, the great and der-

nicrc court of jullicc, ihould ever
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ad, to proceed to a condemnation
and cenfureof his excellency, with-
out being allowed to enquire and
look into the conftitution of his

office, or into his oath :—and he-
lidcs we cannot confider it as a
want of refped to his royal high-
nefs the Prince of Wales, the "not

tranfmittiag the faid addrefs to him,
asit wouldexpofehis royal highneis
to difficulty and embarraffment, by
laying him under the dilagreeable

neceffity of deciding upon great,

legal, and conflitutional principles,

in which his royal highnefs's future

interefts, and the rights of that im-
perial crown which he is born to

inherit, may be very deeply con-
cerned :—and, moreover, we con-
ceive this houfe ought ever to be
mindful of the ftation in which the

conftitution hath placed it, and
ought to refill every thing which
partakes of intemperance and ex-

cefs.

LiFFORD, C.

Hillsborough
powerscourt
William Ossory
MoUNTMORRES
Va L E N T I a

courtown
^

mornington
Enniskillei*
Longford
Altamont
Glakdore
R. DuELI?f
Tyronf,
Carhamptoj* ,

Bective
Laneseoroug H
HaR BERTON
conyngham
Bellamont
Geo. Lewis KumorB
J. Clogher.

William Leighlin and
• Ferns

Ranelagh.

Anfiver ofthe Prince of Wales to the

Addrefs prefaited hy the Delegates

of the tiw Houfes of Parliament of
Ireland.

My Lords and Gcjttlemen,

TH E addrefs from the lords

fpirinia:] and temporal, and
commons of Ireland, which you
have prefented to me, deiiiands my
warmeft and earlieft thanks. If
any thing could add to the efteem
and afi'edion i have for the people
of Ireland, it v.ould be the loyal and
aiFedionate attachment to the per-
fon and government of the King, my
father, manifelted in the addrefs of
the two houfes.

What they have done, and their

manner of doing it, is a new proof
of their undiminifhed duty to his

Majeiiy, of their uniform attach-

ment to the houfe of Brunfwick,
and their conftant attention to

maintain inviolate the concord and
connexion between the kingdoms of
Great Britain and Ireland, fo in-

difpenfably neceffary to the prof-

perity, the happinefs, and the liber-

ties of both.

If in conveying my grateful fen-

timentson their condudt, in relation .

to the King, my father, and to the

infeparable intereft of the two king-
doms, I find it impofiible to exprefs

adequately my feelings on what re-

lates to myfelf, I trult you will not

be the lefs difpofed to believe, that

I have an underftanding to com-
prehend the value of what they

have done, a heart that muft re-

member, and principles that will

not
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not fufFer me to abufe th^ir confi-

dence.

But the fortunate change which
has taken place in the circumftance

which gave occafion to the addrefs

agreed to by the lords and commons
of Ireland, induces me to delay, for

a few days, giving a final anfvver,

truiling, that the joyful event of his

majefty's refuming the perfonal ex-

ercife of his royal authority, may
then render it only neceffary for me
to repeat thofe fentiments of grati-

tude and afFedlion to the loyal and

generous people of Ireland, which

I feel indelibly imprinted on my
heart.

Second Anfnuer cfthe Prince of Wales

to the Deputation ffoin both Houfes

of the Parliament of Ireland,

March 12.

My Lords and Gentlement

T^HE happy event of the King's

recovery, and the confequent

re-alTumption of the exercife of his

aufpicious government, announced

by his royal commifTion for declar-

ing the further caufes of holding the

parliament of Great Britain, has

done away the melancholy neceili-

ty which gave rife to the arrange-

ment propofed by the parliament of

Ireland ; but nothing can obliterate

from my memory and my grati-

tude, the principles upon which that

arrangement was made, and the

circumftances by which it was at-

tended.

I confider your generous kindnefs

to his Majelty's royal family, and

the provifion you made for preferv-

ing the authority of the crown in its

conltitutional energy, as the moll

unequivocal proof which could be

given of your aiTeitionaie loyalty

to the King, at the time when, by
an afHidling difpenfation of Provi-

dence, his government had fufFered

an intermiffion, and his houfe was
deprived of its natural protestor.

I fhall not pay io ill a compli-
ment to the lords and commons of
Ireland, as to fuppofe that they
were miftaken in their reliance on
the moderation of my views and
the purity of my intentions. A
manly confidence, direiSling the

manner of proceeding toward thofe

who entertain fentiments becoming
the high fituation to which they are

born, furnilhes the moft powerful

motives to the performance of their

duty ; at the fame time that the

liberality of fentiment which, in

conveying a truu confers an honour,

can have no tendency to relax that

provident vigilance and that public

jealoufy which ought to watch over

the exercife of power.

My Lords and GentJernen,

Though full of joy for the event

which enables me to take leave of
you in this manner, perfonally, I

cannot but regret your departure:

I have had the opportunity of ac-

quiring a knowledge of your pri-

vate characters, and it has added to

the high elteem which 1 had before

entertained for you on accounc of

your public merits ; both have made
you the worthy reprefentatives of
the great bodies to which you be-

long.

1 am confident that I need not

add my earneft recommendation to

the parliament and people of Ire-

land to continue to cultivate the

harmony of the two kingdoms,
which in their mutual perfect free-

dom will find the clofeft as well aj

happieil bond of their connexion.

6 Addlei's



3i6] ANNUAL REGISTER, 1789.

Addrcfs of the Hoiife cf Conunctis of
Ireland to the Prince of Wales,

'voted March 20, on Occajion cf the

final Anjn.uer of his Royal High~

fiefs.

May it plcafe your Royal High-

nefs.

WE, his Majefty's mofc dutiful

and loyal fuSjefts, the com-
mons of Ireland in parliament af-

fembled, beg leave to offer to your

royal highnefs our warmefl thanks

for your anfwer to our addrefs.

With hearts overflowing with the

livelieil joy, we congratulate your

royal highnefs upon the happy
event of the King's recovery, and
the confequent re-alTumption of the

exerciie of his auspicious govern-

ment ; an event highly pleafing to

the fubjeds of the wliole empire,

but peculiarly grateful to a nation

iO highly indebted to their moft ex-

cellent fovereign during the whole

courfe of his reign ; and we rejoice

rci the refledion that the father of

his people is bleffed with a Jon, who
is likely, in the fullnefs of time, to

continue to his Majeily's loyal and

afreftionate fubjecls of Ireland the

bleslmg of his government.

Thoroughly confcious that no-

thing can add more to that elteem

which your royal highne.s has been

pleafed to cxprefs for the two houfes

of parliament, than their loyal and

affectionate attachment to the per-

ion and government of the King,

we'will Iteadily ptrfevere in thoie

principles of duty, loyalty, and

afFeftion, which have fo happily

Kccmmended them to the fa-

vourai>le opinion of your royal

highnefs.

We feel the higheft fatisfaflion

in finding that what we have done,

and our manner of doir;? it, ha.v'e

received your approbation, and that

your royal highnefs is pleafed to

confider our conduft as a proof of

our undiminiflied duty to his Ma-
jefly, our uniform attachment to the

houle of Brunfvvick, and our con-

llant care and attention to maintain

inviolate the concord and connexion

between the kingdoms of Great

Britain and Ireland, which we con-

fider as indifpenfably neceffary to

the profperity, happinefs, and liber-

ties of both ; and we beg leave to

afTure your royal highnefs, thac

from thofe principles we Ihall ne-

ver depart.

We are happy to find that your

royal highnefs confiders our jufl at-

tention to his Majefty's royal fami-

ly, and the provifion made by us

for prefervi ng the authority of the

crown in its conftitutional energy,

as the moll; unequivocal proofs

which could be given of our affec-

tionate loyalty to the befl; of fove-

reigns, at the melancholy period

when, by an affiiding difpenfation

of Providence, his government had

fuftered an intermiiiion, and his

illuftrious houfe was deprived of

its great and natural protedor.

V/e have the jufteft reliance oa
the moderation of the views and pu-

rity of the intentions of your royal

highnefs, and we have the fulleft

conviction in our minds, that any

truft which could have the mofl dif-

tant tendency to relax that provi-

dent vigilance and public jealoufy

which ought to watch ever the ex-

erci'e of power, would not have

been acceptable to the exalted fenti-

ments of your royal highnefs, whofc

underflaiiding and principles are

rendered more valuable by the ge-

nerous and alfeftionate heart which

animates their dictates.

Wc can with tke greateft truth

raull
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moft folemnly afTure your royal

highneis, that it is the ardent wiih

of the parliament and people of Ire-

land to continue to cultivate the

harmony and infeparable interefts

of the two kingdoms ; firmly con-

vinced that in their mutual perfeft

freedom they will find the clofeft as

well as the happieft bond of their

connexion ; and we offer our warm-
ell acknowledgments to your royal

highnefs for your recommendation
to us to perfevere in fuch a conduft,

and confider your royal highnefs's

recommendation, fo worthy the

high llation in which you are

placed, as an additional proof of
your attention to the welfare of both
countries.

Wc aflure your royal highnefs,

that if any thing could add to the

exultation of our minds at the hap-

py event of the recovery of cur moll
beloved fovereign, it would be the

pleafure which we feel in refieding,

that the heir to his Majeity's crowiis

inherits the virtues of his royal fa-

ther—virtues which every part of

your rcTyal highnefs's conduft, dur-

ing the late melancholy and trying

occafion, has placed in the moll il-

lulbious point of view ; and the

repeated marks of gracioufncfs and
condefcenlion, with which your roy-

al highnefs has been pleafed to ho-
nour the two houfes of parliament,
mull ever remain impreffed in the

mofl indelible charaders of affedlion
and gratitude on the hearts of the

people of Ireland.

[An addrefs to the fame efFefl was
voted by the lords.]

Protejt againft the Addrefs of Thanks
to the Prince of Wales, 'vott'd in

the Irilh Hou/c of Lords, March

DiJ/intient,

BECAUSE, although defirous

to exprefs our humble thinks
to his royal highnefs the Prince of
Wales, for his gracious anfwer to

the addrefs of both houfes of par-

liament, and that to a degiee which
might induce us to pals over the

departure which there feems to be
in the mode and form of th's ad-
drefs from the ufual courfe and pro-
ceeding of parliament, yet we can-
not agree to this addrefs, v/hich doth
not confift, as we conceive, with
thofe conflitutional principles which
are maintained in our protells of
February lall, and to which v/e

adhere,

LiFFORD, C.
R. Dublin
Ran EL A GH
Chetwynd
lon g ford
Altamont
Harbertow
Tyrone
l a n e s b o h o u c h
Wm. Ossory
Glandore
mouktmorres.

Diffenttcnt y

lH, Becaufe the uniform and re-

gular pradlice in this houfe has been,
as appears from its earJicll records,
to pals a fhort vote of thanks for an-
fvers from the King to addrefles of
this houfe, to be laid before his Ma-
jefty by the lord lieutenant.

2dly, Becaufe that, on the 12th
of December 1715, a committee,
which had been appointed to draw
up an addrefs of thanks to his Ma-
jelly King George the Firfl, for his

gracious anfwer to a congratula'ory
addrefs upon his acceflion, were
difcharged from that dutv, and a
faorc vote of thai. ki for his Majclly'*

gracious
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gracious anfwer was pafled, to be

iranfmitted by the lord lieutenant ;

iince which time this nidthod of pro-

ceeding has uniformly prevailed,

ex'cept in the inl\ances of anlvvers

which complied with requelb from

this houfe, or where royal aflurance

had been given of fome great na-

tional benefits beftowed, or intended

to be conferred, upon this country ;

in which cafes, addrefles of thanks

have been prefented, of which only

eight inllances appear upon the

journals of this houfe.

3dly. Becaufe the firft inftance of

an addrefs of this defcription, the

i8th of Augull 1709, was in confe-

quence of her Majelly Queen Anne
having complied in her anfwer with

a requefl of this houfe conveyed hj

an addrefs; and on the 12th of

December 1723, another inftance

occurs of a fimilar addrefs of thanks,

upon the royal aiTurance of the

intended revocation of Wood's pa-

tent.

4thly, Becaufe that, on the 14th

of December 1763, an addrefs, or

vote of thanks, does not appear up-

on the journals^ in confequence of

her Majefty's moft gracious anfwer

to a congratulatory addrefs upon her

marriage.

5thly, Becaufe, although his roy-

al highnefs's anfwer to the addrefs

of this houfe is moll polite and gra-

cious, yet it cannot be proved liiat

any folid national benefit could be

derived from it ; and though it muft

be the wifh and defire of every loy-

al fubjeci: to pay every mark of re-

fpefc to his royal highnefs, and to

every branch of the royal family,

I cannot agree to a mode of pro-

ceeding which indicates a greater

compliment; and a greater degree of

attention, than have ufually been

paid to his Majefty and to his royal

predeceflbrs.

Othly, Becaufe the fuppofed exi-

gency of the Hate, which originated

the proceedings upon a regency, is

no more, and confequently themea-
fure fhould no longer be preferved

in public contemplation by addreffes

from parliament, which may have a
rriifchievous tendency in future.

Acid becaufe, lallly, that the late

wife, political, and judicious pro-

ceedings of the parliament of Great
Britain afford a memorable example
well worthy of regard and attention,

where proceedings upon the regen-

cy were fufpended, upon the report

of his Majerty's convalefcence, and
difcharged and done away upon the

happy and fatisfactory confirmation

of his Majefty's perfeft recovery and
complete re-eftabiifhment.

MOUNTMORRES.

Speech of the Lord Lieutenant to

both Houjes of Parliament^ March
14.

Mj Lords and Gentlemen,

WITH the moft heartfelt fa-

tisfaiftion, I take the ear-

lieft opportunity to inform you, in

obedience to the King's commands,
that it has pleafed Divine Provi-

dence to remove from him the fe-

vere indifpofition with which he has

been afiiidled ; and that, by the

bleffing of Almighty God, he is

now again enabled to attend to the

urgent concerns of his kingdoms,
and perfonally to exercife the royal

authority.

Genthtnen of the Houfe of Com-
mons,

1 have fubraitted to bis Majefty's

confideration the fupplies which

you have already granted for the

immediate exigencies of the public

fervice, and she performance of the

national
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national engagements ; and I am
commanded by his Majefty to ex-

preis his perfeit confidence in your

readinefs to make fuch farther pro-

vifion as ftiall be neceflary for the

uliial fupport of his Majelly's go-

vernmeut.

My Lords and GcntUmcn,

I have it particuKirly in charge

from his Majelly to afTure you, that

the profperity of his loyal and faith-

ful people of Ireknd, from whom
his Majefty had repeatedly received

the llrongeft proofs of afFedionate

attachment to his facred perfon, will

be ever near to his heart ; and that

Uis Majelly is fully perfuaded, that

your zeal for the public welfare

will enable him to promote, by
every wife and falutary meafure,
the interefls of this kingdom.

I cannot conclude this commu-
nication to you without exprefTing

my fullelt conviclion, that his Majef-
ly's faithful parliament of Ireland

does not yield to any of his fubjeds
in fincere and devout acknowledg-
ments to Almighty God for the

reltoration of his Majefly's health,

and in fervent prayers that a long
continuance of that bleffingmay fe-

cure to the people the happinefs

which they have conftantly enjoyed
under his Majefty's mild and auipi-

cious government.

Addrefi of the Houfe of Lords ofhc-
land io his Majefty.

Moft gracious Soz'ereigtr,

WE, your Majefly's moft du-
tiful and loyal fubjccls, the

Lords fpirifual and temporal in par-
liament afTembled, embrace, with
unfeigned and lively joy, this op-
portunity of renewing to your Ma-

jelly our moft dutiful and fincere

profeflions of unalterable loyalty

and afFedionate attachment to your
Majefiy's facred perfon, family,

and government ; and of affuring

your Majeily, that we find ourfelvcs

unequal to cxprefs the ardent feel-

ings of our hearts at the joyful
communication, which, by your
Majefty's command, has been mado
to U3, that it has pleafed the Divine
Providence to remove from your
Majefty the fevere indifpoliiion witU
which you have been aflilded, and
that you are now again enabled to

attend to the urgent concerns of
your kingdoms, and perfonally to

exercife your royal authority : that,

for thefe fignal marks of Divine
favour, we fhall not ceafe to pour
out the lively efFulions of {jratitude

and thankfgiving to the Almighty,
who has vouchfafcd, in the pleni-

tude of his mercy and goodnefs, to
refcore our beloved monarch to the
fervent and united prayers of his

people.

We grat<?fully acknowledge your
Majelly's goodnefs, in the affurance

you have been pleafed to give us,

that the profperity of your loyal

and faithful fubjeds of this king-
dom muft ever lie near to your
heart.

We Ihall endeavour to juftify the
confidence which your Majefty is

pleafed to repofe in your parliament
of Ireland, by a chearful concur-
rence in fuch wife and falutary mea-
fures as may enable your Majefty to

fullil your gracious intentions of
promoting the general intereili and
happinefs of all your dominions.
We beg leave humbly to affure

your Majefty, that, fenfible of the
happinels whicii we have conltantly
enjoyed under your Majefty's mild
and aufpicious government, we do

no:
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not yield to any of your people in

the linccrity with which we offer up

our devout acknowledgments to

Almighty God for your Majefly's

happy relloration to your former

health ; and that we fhall unceafing-

ly fupplicate the Divine Providence

for a long and uniriterrupted con-

tinuance of that ineltiaiable blefling.

His MajeJ}y''s AnJ^xjer.

HIS Majefty receives with the

greateft fatisfaftion the dutiful and

Joyal addrefs of the lords fpiritual

and temporal, in parliament affem-

bled.

His Majefty accepts In the mofl

gracious manner the renewal of their

profelGons of affectionate attach-

ment to his perfon, faixiily, and go-

vernment, and feels with the great-

ell fenfibility the joyful expreffions

of their hearts upon the interpofi-

tion of Divine Providence, in re-

lloring him again to the perfonal

exercife of his royal fundions. The
happinefs and profperity of his faitli-

t'ul fubjei^s in Ireland are objects

very near his Majefty 's heart ; and

he confides in the wifdom of the

parliament of that kingdom, that

ihey will purfue fuch mcafures as

will enable him to fulfil his inten-

tions of promoting the general in-

terefts of all his dominions.

Addrefs of the Ho'i/e of Commons of

Ireland to his Majejly.

Mcji gracious So'vereigrj,

WK, your Majefty's moft du-

tiful and loyal fubjefts, the

Commons of Ireland, in parliament

affembled, beg leave to lay before

your Majclly our affuranccs of the

fmcere and cordial fatisfaclion with

which we are penetrated, on being

informed from the throne, by your
Majefty's command, that it has

pleafei the Divine Providence to

remove from your Majefty the fe-

vere indifpofition with which you
have been aftiitfled ; and that, by
the bleffmg of Almighty God, you
are now again enabled to attend to

the urgent concerns of your king-

doms, and perfonally to exercile

your royal authority.

Your Majefty entertains a juft

confidence that we Ihall chearfully

proceed in making fuch provifion as

may be necefTary for the honourable

fupport of your Majefty's govern-

ment.

We fhould be dead to every ge-

nerous feeling, fnould we emit to

acknowledge your Majefty's unceaf-

ing folicitude for the incerefts of Ire-

land, or to fecond, by every faluta-

ry effort, your benevolent wifhes

for the welfare of your people. The
numerous bleffings derived to this

kingdom from your Majefty's aufpi-

cious reign, are deeply imprinted in

our bofoms ; and, fenfible as we
are of the ineftimable value of their

benefits, we beg leave to repeat to

your Majefty, upon this joyful occa-

fion, our moft fincere profeffions,

of refpecl and attachment to your

royal perfon, family, and govern-

ment.

We conclude thefe our fervent

congratulations with devout ac-

knowledgments to the Almighty for

this fignal inftance of his goodnefs,

in reftoring our beloved monarch
to the prayers of an aftlifted people.

Our gratitude for iuch a mark of

the Divine favour is only equalled

by the ardency of our wifhes for

the continuance of your Majefty's

health, and that your Majefty may
enjoy that invaluable blefting dur-

ing a long and happy reign.

His
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His Majefiy'*! An/nuer.

HIS Majefty thanks his faithful

Commons for their loyal and affec-

tionate addrefs, and for their af-

iuranccs of the fmcerc and cordial
fatisfadion which they feel on the

jnterpofition of Divine Providence
in removing from him the fevere
indifpo/ition with which he has been
afflided.

Nothing can be more fatisfaflo-

ry to his Majeily than the diipon-
tion exprefled by the Houfe of Co:n-
mons chearfully to proceed in mak-
ing fuch provifions as are necefiary
for the honourable fupport of his

Majclly's government.
He receives with the greateft

pleafure the acknowledgments of
the Houfe ofCommons of their fenfe
of the folicitude which his Majefty
can never ceafe to entertain for the
interefls of Ireland, as well as their
jjrofeffions of refpeft and attach-
ment to his perfon, family, and
government.

Speech of the Lord Lieutenant to both

HouJ'es, on Monday, May 25.

My Lords and Gentlemen,

'"T^HE bufinefs of this intereft-

X ing feffion being concluded,
I am happy to relcafe you from fur-

ther attendance in parliament, and
to commuaicate to you tlie ftrongeft
affurances of his Majeily's paternal
regard, and of the fatisfadion he
leels in the growing profperity of
his people of Ireland.

Gentlemen of the Ho:fe of Com-
mons,

In obedience to the King's com-
mands 1 am to thank you in his Ma-
jelly's name for the fupplie.-; which
you have granted fur the public exi-

VoL.XXXI.

gencies, and for the fupport of his

Majcfty'sgovernment ; and you may
be allured of my care and attention

to the proper application of them.

My Lords and Gentlemen,

I behold with the higheft fatisfac-

tion the increafing wealth and com-
merce of this kingdom, the natural

cffeft of good order and of adivc
induftry, encouraged, protected, and
extended by the feveral falutary

laws which from time to time have
been enadled for thofe parpofes.

I am happy to think that a perma-
nent foundation is laid for the fur-

ther improvement of the country, by
the aft now palTed for the promotion
and encouragement of inland navi-

gation: a fyllem which, conneded
with the profperous llate of your
agriculture, proraifes, with the blef-

fing of Diviae Providence, to fecure

to every part of the kingdom the

fulieft enjoyment of that efil'mial

article of your commerce, the trade

of corn.

You well know how grea.!y the

interefts of the nation are forwarded
by the prefervation of peace, and by
the enforcing a due fub.miflion to

the laws : and I have the moll per-

fed confidence, that upon your re-

turn to your refpedive counties you
will imprefs thefe ideas on the

minds of thofe who look up to your
example, and are direded by your
influence. My condud ihall be uni-

formly governed by every principle

which can tend to promote the wel»

iare and happinels of Ireland.

Addrefs of the Lord Mayor, Alder-

men, and Common Council, of the

City of London, to his Majejiy , on

the happy Qcafion of his Rfcovery,

March 19.

[X] May
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May it pleafeyour Majejly,

WE, the lord mayor, aldermen,

and commons of the city of

I,ondon, in common council aflem-

bled, beg leave humbly to approach

the throne with the moft heartfelt

emotians of joy and exultation-

We cannot fufficiently exprefs our

deepand awful fenfe of the fignal in-

ftance ofthe goodnefs of Divine Pro-

vidence to thefe highly- favoured

kingdoms, in reftoring the health

of our moil: gracious foVereign to the'

ardent prayers of his people.

Your Majelly's faithful citizens

of London, at all times eager to

teftify their loyalty, are more par-

ticularly anxious to offer their re-

newed affurances of fidelity and at-

tachment, in a moment which has

refcucd them from defpondency,

and bleffed them with an oppcrta-

nity to offer the tribute nearelt their

hearts.

And we earneflly fupplicate the

Great Difpofer of all events, that

your Majefty may long continue

the happy inftrument of preferving,

in the moft exalted degree, the ci-

vil and religious liberties of a tree,

loyal, and grateful nation.

Sio'ned by order of the court,

William Rix.

His Majejly s Anfiver.

I THANK you for this frelh mark

of your loyalty and of your afredion

for my perfon. The exprefljons of

fidelity and attachment, which I

receive from my loving fubjefts,

are moft grateful to me.

The city of London may always

depend upon my watchful attention

to their liberties, commerce, and

luppinefs.

GISTER, 1789.

Addrefs of the Lord Mayor, Alder'

men, and Common Council of the

City of London, to hev Majejiy,

on the fatne happy Occajion.

'AY it pleafe your Majefty to

permit us, the lord mayor,
aldermen, and commons of the city

of London, in common council af-

femblcd, to offer our moft fmcere

congratulations to your Majefty on
the aufpicious recovery of our moft

gracious fovereign.

ImprcfTed with the moft fympa-
thihng afFedlions, we have not the

power to convey how much we par-

ticipate in the general felicity, of

which your Majefty muft enjoy fo

large a Ihare.

That the King may long be pre-

ferved in his facred and exalted fta-

tion, not lefs revered for his domef-
tic virtues than for the dominion he
holds in the hearts of a loyal and
happy people, is the iincere prayer

of the citizens of London.
There never was a period when

the citizens of London felt the va-

lue of their privilege to addrefs the

throne in fo eminent a degree as

the prefent, which has enabled them
to dwell with fuch lieartfelt empha-
fis on an event fo propitious to their

country, fo peculiarly interefting

and effeftually confolatory to the

beft of queens.

Signed by order of the court,

William Rix,

Her Majejly'^s AnJ-ujer.

I THANK you for this mark of
duty to the King and attention to me.
J receive your congratulations with

a fincere and heartfelt pleafure on
the prefent joyful occafton ; and [

can allure you that the city of Lon-
don will ever have my beft wiftie*

for its profpcfity and happinefs.

ru
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^he humble Addrcfsofthe Lord Mayor,

Sheriffs y CcmmottSi and Citizens of
the City of Dublin, in Common
Council affembled) on thefa7ne Oc-

cafion.

May it plcaje your Majejiy,

E, your dutiful and ever

loyal fubjedts, the lord

mayor, fherifFs, commons, and ci-

tizens of the city of Dublin, hum-
bly offer our congratulations on
your Majefty's recovery from your
late fevere indifpofition, and beg
Jeave to exprefs how deeply fenfible

>ve are of the ineflimable value of
your Majefty's life and health to

your faithful people.

The earncilnel's and fervor with

which we looked for the happy times

•hat have now returned, are only to

be equalled by the fmcerity with
which we pray Almighty God, that

your Majefty may long flourifli a re-

vered, beloved, patriot King.

The worth of a fovereign fo

mild, a parent fo provident, and a

friend fo true, was never befol'e fo

fully underllood, until he was loft for

ever; but it is the peculiar blefiing

of your faithful fubjecls, that they

are awakened to a due fenfe of your
Majerty's great and endearing qua-

lities, ere it is too late, and wliilfl

our country contin"ues to prolper

under their benign influence.

The afflictions of your loyal ci-

tizens of Dublin grew the more
poignant during your Majelty's late

illnefs, as we reflefted that nothing

but a care for the public weal, too

aftive and inceifant, had borne
down your ftrength, and caufed

you to faint in the feivice of your
people.

Return then, Sire, with renova-

ted vigour of mind and body, to

attain the glorious ends to whieh

your aufpicious reign has been di-

rected ; live long the fupporter of
the law, the approved patrcn
and defender of civil and religious

liberty.

Never before did your people ex-
perience anguilh occafioned by your
Majefty: may this we have railed

be accounted our fiiare of the bitter
cup

J
and let the tranfit of our good

and gracious King from his tlxone
of Ireland to a throne eternal, ia
the ripenefs of time, and in thei

fulnefs of his fame, be referved for
the portion of a future generation.

\a. teftimony whereof we have
caufed the common feal of the faiJ
city to be hereunto affixed, this 23d
day of March, 1789.

Addrefs of the Protefant and RcTnar:

Catholic Inhabitants of Waterford
10 the King, on thefame Occajlon.

May it pleafcyour MajeJly,

W'E, your Majelty's moft duti-

ful ard loyal fubjects, the

freemen, freeholders, PrOteltanC

and Roman catholic inhnbicanrs or

the county of the city of WatcrforJ
in the kingdom ofIreland, beg lea\ e

to prefent ou!- humble congratula-

tions on the happy reltoratiea of
your Majeliy's health.

We are awfully imprefied with
the ineltimable gooJnels of Divine
Providence, who, indulgent to the

ardent prayers of your loyal and
affedlionate fubjed>, has reftored

your Maji-fty to a i\t^ and happy
people.

In common with all your Majcf-
ty's fnbje<lits throughout your ex-
tended dominions, we pafticipate in

the jo/ that at prefent univerfaily

prevails, and with which we are

Itjll the; mors fenfibjy aff^^ited when
[ A'] I wi
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we contemplate tlie folid fj'ftem of

conftiiutional and connnercial rights

that has been eftabliihed for this

kingdom during your IVIajelly's au-

I'picious reign.

Since the accefiion of your fvlajef-

xy to the government of thefe

realms, the conllant operation of

thofe principles of liberty which
have ever charailteriaed the houfe

of Etunfwick, and a fuccelfion of

happy events, conduced under wife

councils, have improved the confti-

tution, and extended the commerce
of this country to fuch a degree of

excellence and importance, as to

enable it now to conftitute one of

the molt valuable portions of your

Majefty's empire.

When we look back to the form-

ei> fituation of this country, and
when we refleft on the many
bleffings revived under your Ma-
jefty's mild and happy government,

we are bound to pray to Divine

Providence that your reign may be

long, profperous, and happy.
Signed, by order,

Willi AM Roach, 7 -i -n-

John Denis, J

[Similar addrejfes ixjere alfo prefent-

4d to his Majt'Jiy, and to thn i^iectiy

from mojl of the counties and cor-

•porate bodies of the kingdom.'^

'*The Petition of the Engliiih Catholic

Diffenters to the Houf of Commons

,

frefenied yizy 7.

Sheweth,

TH A T fentlments unfavour-

able to your petitioners, as

citizens and fubjefls, have been en-

tertained by Englilh proteltanis,

and that your petitioners are fub-

jed to various pt-nal laws, on ac-
count of principles which are af-

ferted to be maintained by your
petitioners, and other perfons of
their religion, and which princi-

ples are dangerous to fociety, and
totally repugnant to political and
civil liberty.

That your petitioners think it a
duty which they owe to their coun-
try, as well as to themfelves, to

protelt in a formal and folcmn
manner again!! doflrines that they

condemn, and that conllitute no
part whatever of their principles,

religion, or belief.

'1 hat your petitioners are the

more anxious to free themfelves
from fuch imputations, becaufe di-
vers protedants, who profefs them-
felves to be real friends to liberty

of confcience, have neverthelefs

avowed themfelves hoftile to your
petitioners, on account of the opi-
nions which your petitioners are.fo

fuppofed to hold; and your peti-

tioners do not blame thofe pro-

teftants for their hollility, if it

proceeds (as your petitioners hope
it does) not from an intolerant

fpirit in matters of religion, but
from their being mifmformed as

to matters of fadl.

That your petitioners acknow-
ledge that they fhould merit the

reproach of being dangerous ene-
mies to the ihte, if it were true,

tiiat they had adopted the maxims
that ' are erroneoufly imputed to

them ; but your petitioners detert

thofe unchriltianlike and execrable

maxims ; and your petitioners fe-

verally claim (in common with
men of all other religions) as a
matter of natural juftice, that your
petitioners ought not to fufrer for

or on account of any wicked erro-

neous doctrines that ma/ have

beea
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been holden, or that may be held

by any foreign Roman catholics,

which dodrines your petitioners

publicly difclaim ; any more than

any of the Britifh proceftants ought

to be rendered refponfible for any

dangerous do(5lrini.'s that may be

held by any foreign proteltants,

which dodrines they, the fiiid

Brilifh protellants, diiavow.

I. That your petitioners have

been accufed of holding, as a

principle of their religion, that

princes excommunicated by the

pope and council, or by authority

of the fee of Rome, may be de-

pofed or murdered by their fub-

jeds, or other perfons. But, fo far

is the above-mentioned unchriftian-

like and abominable pofition from

being a principle, that your peti-

tioners hold, that they reject, ab-

hor, and detelt it, and every part

thereof, as execrable and impious ;

and your petitioners do folemnly

declare, that neither the pope,

either with or without a general

council, nor any prelate, nor any

prieft, nor any ailembly of pre-

lates or prieils, nor any ecclcfi-

aftical power whatever, can ab-

folve the fubjeds of this realm,

or any of them, from their alle-

giance to his Majefty King George
the Third, who is, by authority of

the legidature, tiie lawful king of

this realm, and of all the domi-
nions thereunto belonging.

II. That your petitioners have
alfo been accufed of holding, as

a principle of their religion, that

implicit obedience is due from
them to the orders and decrees of
popes and general councils : and
that, therefore, if the pope, or

any general council, fliould, for

the good of the church, command
your petitioners to take up arms

againft government, or by any
means to fubvert the laws and
liberties of this country, or to ex-
terminate perfons of a different

religion from your petitioners, the

accufers of your petitioners affert,

that your petitioners hold them-
felves bound to obey fuch orders
or decrees on pain of eternal lire-

Whereas your petitioners pofitively

deny that the)' owe any fuch obe-
dience to the pope and general
council, or to either of them : and
your petitioners believe that no
act that is in itfelf immoral or

dilhonefl can ever be juftified by
or under colour that it is done
either for the good of the church,

or in obedience to any ecclefialU-

cal power whatever. Your peti-

tioners acknowledge no infallibility

in the pope ; and they neither ap-
prehend nor believe, that their

difobedience to any fuch orders

or decrees (fhould any fuch be
given or made) could fubjedl

your petitioners to any punilbment
vvhatfoever. That your petitioners

do folemnly declare, that no church,
nor any prelate, nor any prie:!^,

nor any alfembiy of prelates or
priefts, nor any ecclelialtical power
whatever, hath, have, or ought
to have any jurifdiction or autho-
rity whatfoevcr within this realm,
that can, diredly or indiredly,

affed: or interfere with the indepen-
dence, fovereignty, laws, conlU-
tution, or government thereof, or
the rights, liberties, perfons, or
properties, of the people of the
faid realm, or of any of them;
fave only and except by the autho-
rity of parliament; and that any
fuch affumption of power would
be an ufurpation.

III. That your petitioners have
Jikewife been accufed of holding

[A'] 3 a#
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as a principle of their religion,

that the pope, by virtue of his

fpiritual power, can difpenfe with

the obligations of any compadl

or oath taken or entered into

by any perfon of the religion of

your petitioners ; that therefore, no

oath of allegiance, or other oath,

can bind your petitioners, and con-

fequently, that your petitioners can

give no fecurity for their allegiance

to any government.—That yoar

petitioners admit that this con-

clufion would be juft, if the ori-

ginal propofition, upon which it

is founded, were true: but your

petitioners pofuively deny, that

they hold any fuch principle

;

and they do folemnly declare, that

neither th:; pone, nor any prelate,

r.or any prlcil, nor any affcmbly of

prelates or priefts, nor any eccleft-

aftical power whatever, can abfolve

yourpetitioners,orany of them from,

or can previoufly or fubfeqiiently

difpenfe with, the obligations of

any compaft or oath whatfoever.

IV. That your petitioners have

alfo been accufed of holding, as a

principle of their religion, that not

only the 'pope, but even a prieil,

has power, at his will and pleafure,

to pardon the fins of perfons of the

religion of your petitioners ; and

therefore, that no perfon of the re-

ligion of your petitioners can polli-

bly give any fecurity for his allegi-

ance to any government ; inafmuch

a? the pope, or a prieil, can pardon

per'iury, rebellion, and high treafon.

That your petitioners acknowledge

aUb, the jullnefs of this conclufion,

if the propofition upon which it is

founded were not totally falfe ; but

your petitioners do folemnly de-

clare, that, on the contrary, they

believe that no fin whatever can

be forgiven at the will of any pope.

or of any prieft, of any perfon

whomfoever : but that a fincere

forrow for paft fin, a firm refolution

to avoid future guilt, and every

poffibie aton^-r.ient to God, and the

injured neighbour, are the previous

and indifpenfable requifites to eflab-

li(h a well-founded expeftation of

forgiven efs.

V. That your petitioners have

alfo been accufed of holding, as

a principle of their religion, that

faith is not to be kept with hereiics :

fo that no government, which does

not profefs the fame religion as

your petitioners, can have any
fecurity from your peliliontrs for

their allegiance and peaceable be-

haviour. That your petitioners

rejeft, reprobate, and abhor the

dodlrine, that faith is not to be

kept with heretics, as being con-

trary to religion, morality, and

common honefty. And your peti-

tioners do hold and folemnly de-

clare, that no breach of faith with,

or injury to, or hoftility againft,

any perfon whomfoever, can ever

be juftified by reafon of, or under

pretence, that fuch perfon is an he-

retic or an infidel.

That your petitioners further fo-

lemnly declare, that they do make
this declaration and proteftation,

and every part thereof, in the plain

and ordinary fenfe of the words of

the fame, without any evafion,

equivocation, or mental referva-

tion whatfoever. Av.d that your'

petitiont-rs humbly conceive, that

your petitioners, who thus folemnly

difclaim, and from their hearts ab-

hor, the above-mentioned abomin-

able and unchriftianlike principles,

ought not to be put upon a level

with any other men who may hold

and profefs thofe principles.

Yourpeiitioners therefore humbly
pray.
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pray, that this honourable houfe

will be pleafed to grant fuch re-

lief to your petitioners, as this

honourable houfe in its wifdom

Ihall deem to bcjuft.

The Kin^ ofFrance'' s Circular Letter

for the Con-vocation of the States

General at Verfailles,

Our beloved and loyal,

W£ ftand in need of the

aid of our faithful fub-

jefts to enable us to furmourit all

the difficulties we are involved in,

refpeding the condition of our

finances ; and to eftablilh according

to our wifhes a fteady, conftant,

and invariable order in every part

of government, that interelts the

happinefs of our people, and the

profperity of our kingdom. Thefe
great motives have determined us

to convene the aflembly of the

ftates in all the provinces under our

obedience, in order that they may
not only advife and affill us in all

thofe objerts that fhall be laid

before ihem, but lay open likewife

the wilhcs and grievances of our

fubjefls ; fo that, by a mutual confi-

dence, and a reciprocal love be-

tween the fovereign and the nation,

an eflic.icious remedy maybe ap-

plied as foon as poffible to the dif-

orders of the itate, and abufes of

every kind be reformed and pre-

vented, by good and folid means
proper to infure a permanency of

the public happinefs, find to rcllore

particularly that calm and tran-

quillity we have fo long been de-

prived of. We proclaim, therefore,

that it is our inteiuion to begin the

meeting of the free and general

jia'.es of our kingdom on ivioriday

the 27th of April next, in our

town of Verfailles, where we mean
and defire that fome of the moft

refpedable perfons of each province,

bailiwick, and fenefchalfliip Ihall

attend. We order and e.xprefsly

enjoin you, therefore, foon after

the receipt of the prefent let-

ter, to convene and affemble in

the town of , in the fpeedieil

manner you can, the moll proper

of the three clailes (trois etats) of

the bailiwick or fenefchalfliip, of

, that they may confer and
communicate together on the fubjecls

of complaints, grievances, and re-

monftrances, and the means and ad-

vice they may have to propofe to the

general aflembly of the faid llates;

and after having done thus much,
they are to chufe and name fuch

and fuch perfons, <SiC. and fo many
and no more of every clafs—all of

them worthy of this diltinguifhed

mark of truft, on account ol their

integrity, and the fuperior abilities

they are endowed with. The above
convocations and ele(^lions fhall be

made throughout the kingdom in

the form- prefcribed by the regula-

tion annexed to the prefent letter.

The deputies or reprefentatives of

the provinces, bailiwicks, and fcnef-

chalihips fhall be furnilhed with

proper jnllruiiliions, and fufficieat

power to propofe, remonilrate, ad-

vife, and confent to every thing

that may concern the prefent or fu-

ture wants of the Hate, the reform

of abufes, the eflablifliment of lleady

and permanent order in every

branch of the adminillration, the

general profperity of our kingdom,
and the welfare of all and each

of our fubjctils ; alluring them, that

on our fidi.- they ihall find our bell

good will and airedion for maintain-

ing and executing whatever Ihall

[A'] 4 have
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have been concerted bet«'een us

and the laid flates, whether refpeft-

ing the imports they ihall agree

upon, or for the eilabliihrnent of a

conHant rule in all parts of the

admiuirtration, or on the public

order ;
promifing moreover to afk

and 10 lilten favourably to their

advice on whatever may intereft

the good of the nation, to redrefs

their grievances, and to attend to

the propofals that (hall be advanced ;

fo that our kingdom, and all our

fubjefts in particular, may fee! the

falutary effcCls of fo noble and fo

grand an afTembly for ever.

Given at Verfailles, the 24th of

Jan. 1789.
Signed, Lewis.

DE ViLLEDEUIL.

I'he King of France's Speech on the

Opening ofthe States General, May
9, 1789.

Gentlemen,
^~ar~^ H E day is at length arriv-

J^ ed v/hich my heart has fo

long panted to fee, and I find

irsyfelf furroundcd by the repre-

fentatives of a nation it is my
glory to command.
A long interval has elapTed fince

the lall convocation ofthellates ge-

neral ; bat although thefe aflem-

blies have not for fome time been
held, 1 have not been diffuaded by
the example ofmy late predecefTors,

fiom re-eftablilhing a cuftoih from
which the nation may earneftly hope
to acquire new vigour, and which
may be the means of opening to

it an additional fource of happi-
refs.

The public debt was already im-
menfe at my coming to the throne.

and has jncreafed under my reigri i

an expenfive but honourable war
has been the caufe, and the aug-

mentation of taxes the confequences

of it ; but an unequal levy has

caufed them to be more feverely

felt.

A very general difcontent, a too

great defire for innovation, have
taken hold of the people's minds,
and will end in mifleading their

judgment, if they do not haften tc*

fix them by wife and moderate
councils.

It is with this confidence, gentle-*

men, that I now aflemble you,

and I rejoice to fee that it has

been juftified by thofe difpofitions

which the two firit orders of the

ftate have fhewn, to renounce their

own pecuniary privileges. The
hope which 1 have chcriftied, to fee

all the orders unite and concur
with me in wifhes for the public

good, will, I am certain, not be
deceived.

I have already ordered vefy

confiderable retrenchments of ex-

pence
;
you will moreover furnidi

me with your fentiments on the

fubjeft, which 1 fhall receive moft
gladly; but in fpite of the re-

fburces which the ftricleil cecono-

my can fuggeft, I fear, gentle-

men, that I {hall not be able to

relieve my fubjetfts fo foon as I

could wifh. 1 {hall order to be
laid before you the exaft ftate of
the finances; and when you have
examined them, I am afiured you
will propofe to me the mofl effec-

tual means to eilablifh them on a

permanent footing, and ftrcngthen

the public credit. This great and
falutary work will claim your moft

earneft attention ; it is that which

will fecure the internal tranquillity

of the kingdom, and maintairi

its



STATE PAPERS. [329

its confequence among foteign

powers.

The public fpirit is ia a fer«

ment, but aa aflcmbly of tlie re-

prefentatives of the natioa will

certainly hearken to no oth«r coun-

fels but thofe founded on wifdom

and prudence. You yourfelves,

gentlemen, have been able to

judge on many recent occafions,

that the people have been mif-

guided; but the fpirit which will

rule over your deliberations will

anfv/er for the true fcntiments of

a generous nation, whole dillin-

guillied character has ever been

the love of their king. I fhall ba-

nifh from me every other fenti-

ment.

I know the authority and power

cf a jirit king, furrounded by a

faithful people, at all times at-

tached to the principles of mo-
narchy; thefe have caufed the

glory and fplendour of France; I

ought add I ever fhall be the fup-

port of them.

But whatever may be expelled

from the moft tender folicitude for

the public good, whatever can be

afked from a fovereign, the fin-

cereil friend of his people, you

may, you ought to hope fronj mc.

iVIay a happy union reign in this

afP;inbly ! And may this epocha

become ever memorable for the hap-

pinefs and profperity of the country 1

It is the wi(h of my heart ; it is

the moft ardent defire of my pray^

ers ; it is, in fhort, the price which
I cxpeit for the fincerity of my
intentions, and my love for my
people.

'I he keeper of the feals will ex-

plain my intentions more fully, and
I have ordered the diredor- general

of the finances to lay before you the

Ibue of the kingdom-.

Letter from the King of France to the

Prejident of the National Ajfembly,

May 28, 1-89.

BEING informed, that the
difficulties which have been

made relative to afcertaining the
powers vefted in the members of
the ftates general ftill fubhft, not-
withftanding the care taken fay

the commiilioners chofen by the
three eftates to find out the means
of fettling this point ; I cannot
fee without pain, and indeed
much uneafinefs, the national af.

fembly, which 1 have called to-

gether to be concerned with me
in the new regulation of the kino--

doni, funk into ina(^ion, which, if

continued, would caufe all the hopes
which I have formed for the hap-
pinefs of ray people, and the
bsnefit of the ftate, to prove
abortive. Under thefe circum-
ftances, I dehre that the concilia-

tory commiirioners, already chofen
by the three orders, rcfume their

conferences to-morrow at fix in
the evening, in the prefence of
my keeper of the feals and com-
milTioners, whom I fhall appoint,
in order that I may be more
particularly informed of the pro-
pofals for agreement which Ihall

be made, and diredfly contribute

to fo defirable and preffing a
ftate of harmony. I charge the
perfon who fhall exercife the
office of prefidcnt to make known
thefe my intentions to the af-

fembly.

Louis.
VofailUs, May 28.

Addrefs of the Deputies of the Tiers

Etat of FrancCt to bis Majejiy,

Jline b, 17S9.

Sire,
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Sire,

THE depinies of your faith-

ful Commons would long

fir.ce have folemnly prcfented to

your Majefty the refpedfal tefti-

mony of their gratitude for the

convocation of the ftates general,

had their powers been verified,

which would have been the cafe

but for the obftacles thrown in

the way by the nobles. They
wait with the moil anxious im-
patience for the moment of that

verification, to enable them to of-

fer you a more ftriking homage and
token of their love for your facred

perfon, for your auguft family, and

their devotion to the interells of the

monarch, which are always infepa-

xable from thofe of the nation.

The folicitude your Majeity ex-

periences at the inaftion of the

ftates general, affords a freih proof

of the defire which animates your

breaft to r/oduce the happinefs of

France.

Afflifted at this fatal inadion,

the deputies of the Commons have

left no means untried to determine

thofe of the clergy and the nobles

to unite with them for the purpofe

of conllitucing the national affem-

bly ; but the nobles having again

manifefled their refolution of main-

taining the verification ' of their

T)Owers fecarately tranfaifted, the

conciliatory conferences opened on

this important qaeltion were ne-

ceiVarily at an end.

Your IVIajefty, defiring that they •

fliouldbe refumed, in prefence of

the keeper of the feals, nnd com-

milTioners you have named, the de-

puties of the Commons, certain

that under a Prince, who willies

to be the reftorer of France, the

liberty of the national affembly

can be in no dar!ger, have chear-

fully concurred in your defire as

fignified to them. They are tho-

roughly convinced, that in the

exad journal of thefe conferences

laid before your Majefty, you will

difcover nothing in the motives

by which we are direfled, but the

principles of jullice and of rea-

fon.

Sire, your faithful Commons will

never forget what they owe to

their king ; never will they lofe

fight of the natural alliance be-

tween, the throne and the people,

againil ariilocracies, under what-
ever form, whofe power can be
eftabliihed only on the ruins of
the regal authority, and the pub-
lic happinefs. The French peo-
ple, whofe glory it has been at

all times to love their king, will

always be ready to fpill their blood
and lavifli their property in fup-

port of the genuine principles of
the monarchy. From the very

firll: moment that the inftruftions

received by their deputies will

permit them to exprefs a natio-

nal wifh, you will judge. Sire,

whether the reprefentatives of your
Commons do not prove themfelves

the moll anxious of your fubjecls

to maintain the rights, the ho-

nours, the dignities of the throne,

to confolidate the public engage-
ments, to reilore the credit of the

nation
; you will acknowledge like-

wife, that they are not lefs jufl

towards their fellow-citizens, of
every clafs, than devoted to your

Majerty.

Your faithful Commons are moft

deeply affefled at the circumftance

under which your Majelly has the

goodnefs to receive their deputa-

tion ; and they take the liberty

to addrefs to your Majelly the

univerfal expreffion of their re-

gret*
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gret, and of their refpeflful fenfi-

bility.

His Majejiy's Anfwer.

Gentlemen,
I receive with fatisfaflion the tef-

timonials of devotion and attach-

ment to the monarchy from the re-

prefentatives of ;'-.e third eftate of

my kingdom. All the orders of

the flate have an equal claim to

my favour, and you may rely on

my kindnefs and prote<^ion. Above

all, I recommend to you fpeedily

to feccnd, and that with a fpirit

of prudence and of peace, the

accomplifl^ment of the benefits lam
impatient to confer on my peo-

ple, and which they confidently

expeft from my leatiments in

their favour.

Sjeech of the King of France to the

States Generalt J'^ne 23.

Gentlemen,

AT the time I took the refolu-

tion of aiTembling you ; when
I had furmounted all the diffi-

culties which had threatened a

convocation of my ftates ; when
I had, to ufe the expreffion, even

preconceived the defires of the

nation, in manifefting beforehand

my wifhes for its welfare ; I thought

to have done every thing which

depended on myfelf for the good
of my people.

It feemcd to me, that you had

only to finilh the work 1 had be-

gun ; and the nation expedted im-

patiently the moment, when, in

cnnjunftion with the beneficent

views of iis fovcreign, and the en-

lightened zeal of its reprefentatives,

jt was about to enjoy that profpe-

t

rous and happy ftate which fuch an

union ought to afford.

The Hates general have now
been opened more than two months,

and have not yet even agreed

on the preliminaries of its opera-

tions. Inftead of that fource of

harmony which (hould fpring from

a love of the country, a moft

fatal divifion fpreads an alarm

over every mind. I am willing

to believe, and I fhall be happy

to find, that the difpcfulon of

Frenchmen is not changed : but,

to avoid reproaching either of

you, I (hall confider, that the

renewal of the ftates general after fo

long a period, the turbulence which

preceded it, the object of this

affembly, fo different from that of

your anceftors, and many other

objedls, have led you to an op-

pofition, and to prefer pretenfions

to which you are not entitled.

1 owe it to the welfare of ray

kingdom, I owe it to myfelf, to

difiipate thefe fatal divifions. It is

with this refolution. Gentlemen,

that I convene you once more

around me—I do it as the common
father ol all my people— I do it as

the defender of my kingdom's laws,

that I may recal to your memory
the true fpirit of your cinftitution,

and refill thofe attempts which have

been aimed againll it.

Hut, Gentlemen, after having

clearly eftablidied the refpedive

rights of the different orders, I ex-

pedl from the zeal of the two prin-

cipal claffes—I expeft from their at-

tachment to my perfon— I expea
from the knowledge they have of

the preffmg urgencies of the ilate,

that in thofe matters which concern

the general good, they (hould he

the firll to propofe a re-union of

conlukation and opinion, which I

confider
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confider as necelTary in the prefent

crifis, and which ought to take

place for the general good of the

kingdom.

7'he Declaration ofRights, ivhichhas

been agreed to by the National Af-

fembly cf France, andfandioned by

the King, and ivhich forms }he

Bofis of the netu Conjiitution of

France.

THE reprefentatives of the peo-

ple of France, formed into

a national afiembly, confidering

that ignorance, ne^^lefl, or con-

tempt of human j*ights, are the

fole caufes of public misfortunes

and corruptions of government,

have refolved to fet forth, in a

folemn declaration, thefe natural,

imprefcriptible, and unalienable,

rights : that this declaration being

conllactly prefent to the minds of

the members of the body fecial,

they may be ever kept attentive

to their rights and their duties:

that the ads of the legidative and

executive powers of government be-

ing capable of being every mo-

ment compared with the end of

political inllitutions, may be more

refpefted; and alfo, that the fu-

ture claims of the citizens, being

direfted by funple and incontelli-

ble principles, may always tend

to the maintenance of the con-

ftitution, and the general happi-

nefs.

For thefe reafons the national

afiembly doth recognize and de-

clare, in the prefence of the Su-

preme Being, and with the hope

of his bleiTmg and favour, the

following facred right:; of men
and of ciiizcns.

I. Men were born and always
continue free, and equal in refpedt

of their rights. Civil dillioftions,

therefore, can be founded only on
public utility.

II. The end of all political afTo-

ciations is the prefervation of the

natural and imprefcriptible rights

of man ; and thefe rights are liber-

ty, property, fecurity, and refiftance

of oppreffion.

III. The nation is eflentially the

fource of all fovereignty ; nor can

any individual, or any body of
men, be entitled to any autho-

rity which is not exprefsly deriv-

ed from it.

IV. Political liberty confifts in

the power of doing whatever does

not injure another. The exercife

of the natural rights of every

man, has no other limits thaa

thofe which are neceffary to fe-

cure to every other man the free

exercife of the fame rights; and
thefe limits are determinable only

by the law.

V. The law ought to prohibit

only adions hurtful to fociety.

What is not prohibited by the law
fhould not be hindered ; nor fnould

any one be compelled to that which
the law does not require.

VI. The law is an expreffion of

the will of the community. All ci-

tizens have a right to concur, either

perfonally or by their reprefenta-

tives, in its formation. It (hould

be the fame to all, whether it pro-

tects or panifhes ; and all being

equal in its fight, are equally eligi-

ble to all honours, places, and em-
ployments, according to their dif-

ferent abilities, witliout any other

diHinflion than that created by
their virtues and talents.

VII. No man (hould be accufed,

arrefied, or held in confinement, ex-

cept
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cept In cafes determined by the law,

and according to the forms which it

has prefcribed. Ail who promote,

folicit, execute, or caiiie to be

executed, arbitrary orders, ought to

be punifhed: and every citizen

called upon or apprehended by

virtue of the law, ought immedi-

ately to obey, and renders himfelf

culpable by reliftance.

VI If. The law ought to impofe

no other penalties than fuch as

are abfclutely and evidently ne-

cefTary ; and no one ought to be

punifhed but in virtue of a law

promulgated before the ofFence,

and legally applied.

IX. Every man being prefum-

ed innocent till he has been con-

vifted, whenever his detention be-

comes iiidifpenfable, all rigour to

him, more than is neceffury to fe-

cure his perfon, ought to be pro-

vided againfl by the law,

X. No man ought to be molefted

on account of his opinions, net

even on account of his religious

opinions, provided his avowal of

them does not difturb the public

order elUblifhed by the law.

XI. The unreltrained com-
munication of thoughts aud opi-

nions being one of the moft pre-

cious rights of man, every citizen

may fpeak, write, and publilh

freely, provided he is refpoufible

for the abide of this liberty in

cafes determined by the law.

XII. A public force being ne-

ceffary to give fecurity to the rights

of men and of citizens, that force

is inftitutcd for the benetit of the

community, and not for the par-

ticular benefit of the perfons to

whom it is enrruftcd.

XIII. A common contribution

being neceflary for the fupport of

the public force, and for def/ay-

ing the other expences of govern-
ment, it ought to be divided
equally among the members of the
community, according to their abili-

ties.

XIV. Every citizen has a right,

either by himfelf or his reprefenta-

tive, to a free voice in determining
the neceflity of public contribu-
tions, the appropriation of them,
and their amount, mode of afleiT-

ment, and duration.

XV. Every community has a
right to ^demand of all its agents
an account of their condudt.

XVI. Every community in which
a feparation of powers and a fe-

curity of rights is not provided for,

wants a conftitution.

XVII. The right to property be-
ing inviolable and facred, no one
ought to be deprived of it, except
in cafes of evident public neceffity

legally afcertained, and on condi-
tion of a previous juft indemnity.

Extraflfrom the Declaration of the.

Empercr to the States at Bruxelles,

March 8, 1789.

THE States of this province
having been convoked on

the 2d inil. the Miniller Pleni*
potentiary notified to them a dif-

patch, figned by the Emperor's
own hand, which was principally
in anfkver to tiie addrefs of the
firft orders of the State, on the

29ih of January laft.

I'his declar^ition, fay the ftates,

ftrikes the final blow at our covsititu-

tion, in denying us the right of be-
ing tried by our own judges, accord-
ing to the ancient law of the land,

and denying the right of the Coun-
cil ot iiiabant to participate in the
legiflatiou of the country.

We
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We fliall give a pretty full ex-

trart of this important paper;

—

it runs thus :

*' Without having any further

controverfy in refpecl to raifing

the fupplies, I order you to pro-

ceed without delay to the granting

of them, in virtue of my full and

fovereign power.
" To this objeft I have empower-

ed my Government General to afford

you .iny military afliftance in en-

forcing the fupplies, Ihould it be

found neceffary.

" I promife myfelf that you will

pay implicit refped, as you ought

to do, to my fovereign commands,
as they are founded on a tho-

rough knowledge of the cafe,

nor fufFer yourfelves to be led

away by objedts foreign to your

duty ; and further, that you will

rot give countenance to thofe in-

difcreet perfons, who by an obfti-

nate refliiaiice and a criminal con-

duft, have incurred my difgrace
;

nor embarrafs the exercife of my
Tights, and the prerogatives of the

crovjn.
*« 1 have, moreover, ordered my

Government General to carry into

full force the laws I have ordain-

ed, and to fpare no methods to

put them into the fpeedieil exe-

cution, without minding (in re-

gard to any of my fubjefts who
may difpute them) the common
forms of law, which were only

made for ordinary cafes. At the

fame time, I acquaint you, that

I have broken and annulled thofe

claules and conditions by which

fome of the Courts have excep-

tions, and new modified ray or-

ders.

" Not doubting but you will

think with me, that if my di,'^-

nity aud my rights require, that

I (hould take fome efFedual mea-
fures to dellroy for cer that odi-

ous difgrace, which, for tli.; honour
of the nation, I would wifli to

forget the remembrance of, it is

even for its own intereft, as well as

mine, that I fhould purify the con-

ftitution, in many inftances obfcure

and inexcufeable, and to fix it

upon a proper balis.

" I cannot give you a flronger

proof of my clemency, nor of my
real affedion, than in communicat-
ing my intentions, which, after

what has happened, I was fully

authorifed to do by my fovereign

power alone.

" I mufl likewife acquaint you,

that the mitigation of the rigorous

parts of my difpatch of the 7th

January laft, only holds good fo

long as every order of my citi-

zens obferve the implicit refpeft

it owes me ; and that if there

fhould Hill be found refraftory

pcrlbns, who fhould be guilty of the

leaft feditious Itep injiirious to my
authority, I have given implicit

orders to my Government Gene-
ral to ad; againft thofe culprits

without obferving the ufual forms

of law, which in all fuch cafes

are to be made fubfervient to the

necefiity of the cafe.

(Signed) JOSEPH.
And under it. Dr. LEDEROR.

Viemia, Feb. 1789."

Speech of the King c/" Sweden to the

AJfemhly ofthe States, in March
1789.

'HEN I ratified with you,
near 17 years ago, in

this very chamber, the conftitucioa-

al laws which laid the founda-

tion for your liberties and my
rights.
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rights, and which reftored tran-

quillity to the kingdom , the country

was convulfed nearly by like circum-
ftanccs as thofe which have arifen

on this occafion, with a more ra-

pid progrefs.

The fame enemies without laid

for us then in fecret the artful

fnares which they now do openly ;

the fame views within, which then

undermined and afflicted the body
of the ftate, feem now to have

rallied and acquired freih vi-

gour.

What is it then that can cc-

cafion fuch violent (hocks as thofe

we now feel, after tranquillity had
been reftored, and all the ancient

diffenlions appeared to be ftitied r

They can only have the fame
fource, namely, the different con-

fufed opinions of intereft, whence
arife diftrull and jeaioufy, and the

falfe explanations of fundry privi-

leges reiriting to each order : upon
which, however, we Ihould be all

of one mind, for the equal ad-

vancement of the public good :

fince a people enjoying the fame
liberty, born in the fame country,

cultivating the fame foil ; a people

ob«ying the fame laws, acknow-
ledging the fame King, and
worihipping the fame God, ought

not to be divided in opinion on
the fubjcft of privileges to which
alt the citizens in common feem
to have an equal right. But parti-

cular orders, who are diiUnguifh-

ed from one another, both by
ancient ordinances and a long
feries of events, and by the na-

ture of the rtatutes of the king-

dom, and fhining merit, ought
neverthelefs to pcfTcfs ncccfTarily

certain privileges peculiar to each
order, and to which they have
an unalienable right.

But if thefe prerogatives arc

not foiinded on a lawful bafis,

if they are not fuitably deter-

mined, they will infallibly create

inteftine divifions, which, though
they do not always expofe the
public weal to imminent danger,
yet they interrupt tranquillity, (o

ellential, and commonly divert the
attention from the true aim.

If ever a kin^^dom has ex-
perienced the effects of it, it is vvith-

out contradidion our dear country,
wJiich ariitocrntical ambition has
convulfed and abandoned toufurpa-
tion, and democratical defpotifm
has divided.

It is time to annihilate thefe

diforderj, which I thought I had
extirpated at the beginning of my
reign, and which I have endea-
voured to remove 10 give vigour
to our conltitution. It is jull to

confirm the privileges that the
two firlt orders of the kingdom
enjoy ; but as they are not clearly

deliaed in the conftitution, there
may refulc frelh difputes from it.

It is equitable to eftabliih pri-

vileges for the order of Plebeian?,
fince nature feems to have givca
the members of that order a riv^ht

to hope for them as fellow-cTti-

zcns in the fame country. And
at what ^ra can you deferve ic

better, and have a clearer right to

fee fixed, determined, and afcer-

tained on a folid bafis, your own
privileges, and thofe of your pof-
teriry, than the prefent epocha ?—At this aera, when yru have de-
voted yourfelves of your own ac-
cord to the fcrvice and defence
of mv perfon and the flate, and
have mani.'eftcd the fame virtues

as thofe by which your fellow
cflatcs before you obtained their
privileges ?
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It is jull, therefore, that you
Ihould alio have a fhare. It is

aifo time for us to remove re-

ciprocally from among ourfelves

every fubjed for difpute, to unite

in fuch a manner as to avoid

all ambiguity, and to preferve

our common fafety on an iranjove-

able foundation.

If the conflitutlon is preferv-

ed according to its maxims and
its end, and confirmed in fo evi-

dent a manner, that no doubt

can in future be formed refpeft-

ing it ; this is the fafefl means of
preferving the union. Thefe max-
ims are falutary; they confilt of

ihefe points : when the ordinance

of government receives fecurity

from him who governs ; when the

fubjeft under the law enjoys the

right of impofing taxes freely on

himfelf, with entire fecurity in the

poffeflion of property to be culti-

vated and defended ; equality of

Hght among equal citizens. Behold

the nature of the adt of Union
and fafety, which you will now
hear read to you.

Citizens, Swedes ! Let us then

bind ourfelves for ever in this

Union, which can only give confi-

dence, privileges, liberty, and fafery 1

and as the enemy think we are

divided to fuch a degree that they

hope to opprefs us, let us fliew

them, that united even in dan-

ger we are the fame valiant nation

we were formerly.

May the Almighty fhed his

grace on our refolutions, and infpire

us with a f^irit of union and confi-

dence I

Declaration made by Mr. Elliot t«

the Ccunt Bernftorf, April 23,

I7S9.

I
Willingly acquiefce to the de*

fire yo'jr Excellency has ex-

prefled of receiving in writing the

lummary of thofe reprefentations

I had the honour to make to you
by word of mouth, by the orders

of my Court.

Your Excellency will be pleafed

to remember, that at the inllanc

that the King of Denmark yield-

ed up a great part of his land

and lea forces as auxiliaries to

RufTia, his Danifn Majelly appli-

ed for the intervention of his Bri-

tannic Majelly to re ellablifh tran-

quillity between Sweden and Ruflia.

It is alio with the liveliell for-

row that I mall recall to your

Excellency's memory, that the £m^
prefs of Ruflia thought proper to

avoid the mediation of the King and
his allies ; and that this refufal was

the only caufe of the continuation

of holliiices, fmce his Majelly the

King of Sweden had accepted, in

the freeft and molt amicable man-
ner, that offer from the three

Courts, which were animated with

the only defire of flopping the

fliedding of blood, and maintain-

ing the Northern balance.

Your Excellency has afterwards

been witnef?, that the King and
his allies have adled with energy,

to give tlie moil: undoubted proofs

that they thought the prefervation

of Sweden was of the greateft im-
portance ; and that thefe Courts

mutually endeavoured to obtain a

ci^ffation of hoftilities from the

land and fea forces of his Swe-
dilT\ Majefty, which had acted in

the military operations, of the

lait campaign, and their endeavours

had the molt falutary effects.

The King my matter ftill fees

with forrow, that fince that epoch

the oilers of mediation and fervices

frcm
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from the King and his allies have wife and too moderate to expofe

not produced the defired cfFedt
.''""- "

nor could they incline the Emprefs
to agree to a mediation for re-

lloring peace to the Ealt or to

the North of Europe.

Under thefe circumftances, when
RufEa refufes to accept every me-
diation, and that the continuation

of hoililities proceeds from this re-

fufal only, his Britannic Majefty
and his allies think they fhould

either Ruffia or Denmark to an
increafe of hoftilities from Courts
which in other refpefts wilh but
for peace, and who defire to eftab-

lilli it on the mofl folid foundation,
and on conditions the moll ad-
vantageous to every party con«
ccrned.

Therefore, Sir, I mull exprefsly

intreat you, from the King and
his allies, to induce the Court of

ftrongly rcprefent to the Court of Denmark not to grant any part

Denmark, that this Court appears of their forces, either by land

to them entirely freed from every or fea, to aft cfFeniively againft

ftipulation of a treaty merely de- Sweden under pretence of a de-

fenfive ; and even to add, that in fenfive treaty ; but, on the con-

the .prefent cafe the joining of the fary, to fupport a perfeft nea-

Danifli forces either by land or trality in every province, and oa
fea to thofe of Ruflia would even all the feas belonging to the King
caufe Denmark to be confidered as of Denmark.
one of the powers at war, and could

but juftify the King of Sweden in

afking for a fpeedy and efficacious

affillance from his Britannic Ma-
jefty and his allies, from whom
his Swedilh Majelly has accepted

a pure and unlimited mediation.

From the principles of fincerity

which I have ever obferved towards

a Court in alliance and a frierd

to Great Britain, I muft afTare

you. Sir, that neither the King

Depend on it. Sir, that as foon
as Denmark will have taken a
refolution fo conformable to tha
wjfties of its true friends, the con-
currence of the King of Denmark
towards the re-ellablifliment of a
general peace would be infinitely

agreeable to the King my maf-
ter ; and I dare add, that your
Excellency has too long been ac-

quainted with the true interefts

of Ruffia, and with the fentiments

of England, nor his allies, can <^f England, not to be lenfiblc

give up the fyftem they have adopt- that the Emprefs of Ruffia can-

ed with the defign only of main-
taining the equal balance of the

North—a balajice no lefs intcrell-

ing to Denmark than to all mari-
time and trading nation^.

I doubt not that your Excellency

perceives how little the mol^ favour-

able interpretation of your treaty

could affift the Emprefs, if it oc-

cafioned by land and by fea a vigo-

rous co-operation of tlie three pow-
ers in defence of Sweden : nor that

the Council of Copenhage i is too

Vol. XXXI.

not better confide to efFeft a peace
than to his Britannic Majefly, and
his allies. My inllruftions are, to

afk of your Excellency a clear

and decifive anfwer on the inten-

tions of his Danifh Majefty with
regard to a 'undion of part of
his forces, either by land or fea,

to the forces of her Imperial Ma-
jefty of Ruffia, and to propofd

the neutrality of the Danilh States,

and of the Danilh feas, under

the moft efficacious prom'fes of

[ I
"I

lecurity
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fecurity from the King of England
and his allies.

The dcfire of avoiding every

kind of ulelefs. animoUtics has cauf-

cd me to addrcfs myfelf to your

Excellency by a private letter, ra-

ther than deliver a formal declara-

tion, the contents of which might
have been made more public than the

adual circumrtances of affairs re-

quire; and I am bold enough to

flatter rayfelf, that, whatever may
be the event of my ncgociations,

your Excellency will do me the

juftice ofacknowledging that I have

laboured to prevent the miferies

of war. May cur united endea-

vours revive in the hearts of the

Sovereigns the true love of their

fubjeds, too unhappy vidtims of

that chimerical love of glory which
has fo frequently and ib unnecef-

farily ftained Europe with blood."

Articles of the ^jiadnipie Alliance

betvjeeu Kujjia, Jiujhia, France,

and Spain.

ARTICLE I. That in cafe any
of the parties are attacked,

by fea or land, the other three

Ihall defend, with money, forces,

or (hipping.

II. The treaties of 1748, 1753,
1756, the Bourbon Family Com-
pa(![l in 1761, and the Convention
between Auftria and Ruffia in 1787,
ihall be in full force.

III. Their moil Chriftian and
Catholic Majefties oblige themfelves

to obferve the ftridcft neutrality in

the prcfent war with the Turks.
But in cafe the Emperor fhould be
attacked by any other power, the

French King is to furniih him
30,000 men, o;- an equivalent in

3
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money, on demand. And in cafe

the French King is attacked, the

Emperor is to furniih the like

fuccours.

IV. The King of Spain agrees,

on his part, to the aforefaid third

article, which the Emperor alfo

does toward the King of Spain.

V. If the Emprefs of Ruffia fliould

be attacked in the prefent war with

the Turks, his Molt Chriftian Ma-
jelly engages to alTiil her with eight

Ihips of the line, and fix frigates;

and his Catholic Majeity is to fur-

nilli the like fuccours ; the Emprefs
of Ruffia binding herfelf to furniih

cither or both powers with an equal

afliilance, in cafe any attack is n^ade

on them.

VI. The Tieaty of Commerce
between France and Ruffia, made
in 1787, fhall be in full fo.'-ce, and
a fimilar treaiy be figned by Ruffia

and Spain.

Vil. The treaty of 1761, be-
tween France and Spain, to be in

full force.

Vlir. Though this treaty is to be
purely defenfive, the parties agree,

that if any of them are attacked,

the other three (hall not make
peace, until the province which
is invaded is reflored back in the

fame flate it was before attacked.

IX. Whenever any of the parties

fuall, by their Ainbaffadors, de-

mand ftipulated fuccours, the faid

Ambaffadors fhall be reciprocally

admitted into the Councils of war,
and deliberate upon, and fettle

whatever may be mofl advan-
tageous to the four contradling

parties, and the auxiliary fuccours

are to be augmented as events may
require.

X. The- high contradling parties

fiiall have liberty to invite fuch

other powers to accede to the pre-

fent
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fent treaty, as they may think

proper.

Xr. Denmark, as an ally of

RufTia, {hall be fpecially invited to

accede thereto.

treaty of Dsfeyijive Ailia-jce betn.veen

his MajeJIv the King of Great Bri-

tain and his Majejiy the King of

PruJPa.

THEIR Majefties the King of

Great Britain, and the King of

> Pruflia, being animated with a fin-

cere and equal defire to improve
and confolidate the ftriifl union and
friendOiip, which having been tranf-

mitted to them by their ancef-

tors, fo happily fubfift between
them, and to concert the moft

proper meafures for fecuring their

mutual intererts, and the general

tranquillity of Europe, have reiolv-

ed to renew and ftrengthen thofe

ties by a treaty of Defenfive

Alliance; and they have autho-

rifed for this purpui'e, (to wit) his

,

Majefty the King of Great Britain,

the Sieur Joleph Ewart, his Envoy
Extraordinary at the Court of Ber-

lin ; and his Majefty the King
of Prufli.T, the Sieur Ewald Frede-

ric Comte dc Hertfberg, his minif-

ter of ftate, and of the cabinet.

Knight of the order of the Black

Eagle ; who, after reciprocally com-
municating their full powers to each

other ; have agreed upon the follow-

ing articles :

Article I. There (hall be a per-

petual, firm, and unalterable friend-

(hip, defenfive alliance, and ftrift

and inviolable union, together with

an intimate and perfeit harmony
and correfpondence between the

/aid mofl Serene Kings of Great

Britain and Pruffia, their heirs and
fucceffors, and their rcfpective king-

doms, dominions, provinces, coun-

tries, and fubjefls, which fhall be
carefully maintained and cultivated,

fo that the contrafting powers fhall

conftantly employ, as well their

utmoft attention, as alfo thofe means
which Providence has put in their

power, for preferving at the fame
time the public tranquillity and
fecurity, for maintaining their com-
mon interefts, and for their mutual

defence and guaranty againft every

hoftile attack; the whole in con-

formity to the treaties already

fiihfilling between the high con-

trafting parties, which (hall remain
in fall force and vigour, and (hall

be deemed to be renewed by the

prefent treaty, as far as the fame
(hall not be derogated from, with

their own confent, by pofterior

treaties, or by the prefent treaty.

Article 11. In confequence of the

engagement contrafted by the pre-

ceding article, the two high con-

tracting paties (hall always aft in

concert for the maintenance of

peace and tranquillity ; and in

cafe either of them (hould be

threatened with a hoftile attack by
any power whatever, the other (hall

employ his mpft efficacious good
o{iices for preventing hoftilities, for

procuring fatisfadUon to the in-

jured party, and for efreCling an

accommodation in a conciliatory

manner.

Article III. But if thofe good
o(fices (hould not have the defircd

efted, in the fpace of two monchs,

and either of the two high con-

trading parties (hould be hoftilely

attacked, molefted, or difturbed

in any of his dominions, rignts,

pofTcflions or interefts, or in any

manner whatever, by fea or land,

[r] 2 b/
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by any European power, the other

contradting party engages to fuc-

cour his ally without delay, in

order to maintain each other reci-

procally in the poffeffion of all

the dominion;, territories, towns,

and places, which belonged to them
before the commencement of fuch

hoftilities: For which end, if his

Pruffian Majefty fhould happen ;o

be attacked, his Majclly the King
of Great Britain fhall furnifli his

Majefty the King of Prufiia a fuc-

cour of fixteen thcufand infantry,

and four thoufand cavalry ; and if

his Britannic Majefty Ihould hap-

pen to be attacked, his Majefty

the King of Prufiia fhall likewife

furnilh to him a fnccour of fix-

teen thoufand infantry, and four

thoufand cavalry; which refpcdive

fuccours fhall be furniOied in the

fpace of two months after requifi-

tion made by the party attacked,

and fhall remain at his difpofal

during the whole continuation of

the war in which he ftiall be en-

gaged. Thefe fucccurs ftiall be

paid and maintained by the re-

quired power, wherever his ally

Ihall employ them ; but the re-

quiring party ihall fupply them,

in his dominions, with fuch bread

and forage as may be neceflary,

upon the footing to which his own
troops are accuftomed.

It is neverthelefs agreed between

the high contrafting parties, that if

his Britannic Majefty ftiould be in

the cafe of receiving the fuccour in

troops from his PrufGan Majefty,

his Britannic Majefty ftiall not em-
ploy them out of Europe, nor even

in the garrifon of Gibraltar.

If the injured and requiring

party ftiould prefer fuccours in mo-
ney to land forces, he ftiall have

his choice ; and in cafe of the

GISTER, 1789.

two high contracting parties fur-

nilhing to each other the ftipulat-

ed fuccours in money, fuch fuccours-

ftiall be computed at one hundred
thoufand florins, Dutch currency,

per annum, for one thoufand in-

fantry, and at one hundred and
twenty thoufand florins, of the like

value, for one thoufand cavalry,

per annum, or in the fame propor-

tion by tlie month.

Article IV. In cafe the fiipukt-

cd fuccours ftiould not be lufficient

for the defence of the requiring

power, the required power ftiall

augment them, according to the

exigence of the cafe, and fhall

aflift the former with his whole
force, if circumftances fhall render

it neceflliry.

Article V. The high contradting

parties hereby renew, in the moft
exprefs terms, the prcvifional treaty

of defenftve alliance which they

concluded at Loo, on the 13th of

June In the prefent year, and they

again engage and promife to aft,

at all limes, in concert, and with

muual confidence, for maintaining
the fecurity, independance, and
government of the Republic of the

United Provinces, conformably to

the engagements which they have

lately con traded with the faid re-

public ; that is to fay, his Bri-

tannic Majefty, by a treaty con-

cluded at the Hague, on the 15th

of April, 1788, and his Pruflian

Majefty, by a treaty ftgned the

fame day at Berlin, which the faid

high contrafting parties have com-
municated to each other.

And if it ftiall happen that by
virtue of the llipulaticns of the faid

treaties, the high contrafting par-

ties ftiould be obliged to augment
the fuccours to be given to the

States General, above the numbers
fpeciEed
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fpecified in the faid treaties, or

to afllft them with their whole, force,

the faid high contrading parties

will concert together upon all that

may be neceffary relative to fuch

augmentation of fuccours to be

agreed on, and to the employ-

ment of their refpe(5live forces for

the fecurity and defence of the faid

republic.

In cafe either of the faid high

contrafting parties fhould, at any

time hereafter, be attacked, moleft-

ed, or difturbed, in any of his do-

minions, rights, polFefnons, or in-

terefts, in any manner whatever, by

fea or by land, by any other power,

in confequence and in hatred of the

articles or ftipulations contained in

the faid treaties, or ofthe meafures to

be taken by the faid contracting

parties refpedlively, in virtue of

thofe treaties, the other contradling

party engages to fuccour and aflift

him againft fuch attack, in the fame
manner, and by the fame fuccours

as are ftipulated in the third and
fourth articles of the prefent treaty;

and the faid contra^fling parties

promife, in all fimilar cafes, to

maintain and guaranty each other

in the poflefiion of all the domini-
ons, towns, and places, which he-

longed to them refpedively, before

the commencement of fuch hoitili-

tiea.

Article VI. The prefent treaty

of defenfive alliance fliall be ratifi-

ed by each party, and the ratifica-

tion fhall be exchanged in the fpace

of fix weeks, or fooner, if it can

be done.

In witnefs whereof, we the under-

written, being authorifed by the

full powers of their Majellies the

Kings of Great Britain and of
Pruflia, have in their names figned

the prefent treaty, and have thereto

fcl the feals of our arms.

£>one at Berlin, the thirteenth of

Auguft, in the year of our Lord

one thoufand leven hundred and

eighty-eight.

(L. S.) Joseph Ewart.
(L.S.) EWALD FREnERlC-
COMTEUEHERTZiJERG.

Note deli-vtred hv the Pruflian Am-
baflador to the Diet at Warlaw,
and read at their 20th rr.ceting.

THE underfigned Envoy Ex-
traordinary of his Pruflian

Majefty having fent the King, his

mailer, the anfwer, which his Majef-

ty the King of Poland and the con-

federated States of the Diet com-
municated on the 20ch of 0(51ober,

to the declaration of the 12th of
the fame month, he has given him
e;<prefs orders to teftify to the llluf-

trious States of the Diet of Poland,

the ftrongell fatisfadion which his

Majefty feels in obferving, by this

anfwer, that they fecond his favour-

able fentiments for maintaining the

privileges of the Republic, and
which alfo aflures him, that the

projedofan alliance between Ruflia

and Poland (which his Majefty the

Pving of Poland, and his Minifter

at the Court, had made a propofi-

tion of) had not been in any manner
an aft of the prefent Confederate

Diet, who were folely occupied in

the augmentation of the army and
revenues of the State.

At the fame time that the King
finds in this anlvver an agreeable

and convincing proof of the wifdom
which dire£ls all th*^ refolutions

of the prefent Diet, he learns with

an equal fatisfadion, that the Illuf-

trious States, faithful 10 their con-

flitution, have in their icffion cf

the 3d of November, by a public

fanftion, and inverted with all con-

ftitutional formalities, regulat; d the

[ rj J command
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command of their military force,

in iuch a manner, as to affure to the

Republic its independence, and re-

move from it the poffibility of abufe

of power, of defpotifm, and of all

foreign influence, which every other

regulation made it fufceptible of.

His Majefty thought himfelf fe-

cure in the known prudence and

firmnefs of the States of the Diet,

who would never permit any thing

to prevent a regulation which does

fo much honour to their wife fore-

fight ; by the confideration of a

particular guarantee to the former

conRitution, as if the Republic

ihould not have power to amend
the form of its government in the

new fituation of circumftances in

which it abfolutely is at prefent ;

a guarantee, which is not conform-

able to the treaty of 1773, on

which only the guarantees are found-

ed, and which was figned in the

Diet of 1775 by one power only,

who contradided it foon after.

The King continues firmly re-

folved to fultil his promifes towards

the Illufirious Republic, of an

alliance and general guarantee,

cfpecially to fecure its independence

without ever intermeddling in its

interior affairs, or wishing lo trouble

the freedom of its deliberations and

refolutions, which on the contrary

he will fupport with all his efr'orts.

His Majefly is flattered, that the

Illufcrious States of the prefent Diet

are convinced of the uprightnefs

and purity of thefe afTurances, and
of his friendly fcntiments for the

Republic, without fufFering any

fmifter infinuations to prevail upon

the.u, by thofe who only feek to

propagate a fpirit of party under

the cloke of patriotil'ni, and who, in

reality, have no other defi^n than

to take ofr the Republic from the

Court of PrulTia, its molt ancientally.

The King, by his decla.'-ation

GISTER, 1789.

of the 1 2th of Oflober, and by
the prefent, which has been tranf-

raitted to the RufTian Minifter at Ber-

lin, could not think of exprelling in

an equivocal manner his fentiments

for the fafety and welfare of the

Republic, which no confideratioa

whatever ftiall divert him from.

His Majelly hopes alfo that the

Confederated States of the Repub-

lic will give to this new declara-

tion all the attention and confidera-

tion which it merits, from the pureft

andmoftfincere fentiments of friend-

(bip and good neighbourhood, and

the unequivocal wilhes he entertains

for the profperity of the Republic

Louis deBuckholtz.
Warfa-M, No-v. 19, 1708.

The States have replied to his

lafl declaration :

They declare, " That if their

pali: refolutions in deciding for a

leparate commiflion of the war de-

partment have met with the good

wifhes of the King of Pruliia, they

hope their fubfequent deliberations

on the fame fubjecl will enfure them

in future. It is by fuch a condudf,

that the Republic wifhes to affure

the Kir>g, how much they efteera

his wifdom and approbation, as

well as effablifh the fak-ty of the

Republic, which, his Majelty ib

kindly fays, is fuperior to other

important confiderations.

'* The King of Pruffia having

declared himfelf ready to fulfil his

engagements of alliance and gua-

rantee with the States, the nation

accepts it with a reciprocal defire

and gratitude. His Majelty, in

offering fuch generous and friendly

term-, ellabliihes for ever that high

opinion which the Polifh nation en-

tertains of his magnanimity and cha-

rader.

Stanislaus Malachowski.
Prince Sapicha.

Wayfu^jj.Dec. 8, 178S."
J Billy
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A Billy intituled. Ah. ASl to provide

for the Care of his Majejly's Royal

Pcrjon, and for the Adminijiration

of the Royal Authority, during the

Continuance of his Majejly^s lll-

nefs.

\ T 7 H E R E A S, by reafon of
y V the fevere indirpofition with

which it hath pleafed God to affl.6l

the King's moll Excellent Majefty,

the perfonal exercife of the royal

authority by his Majefty is for the

prefent fo far interrupted that it

becomes necelfary to make provinon

for affifting his Majefty in the ad-

miniftratioii and exercife of the

royal auchcritv during the continu-

ance of his Majefty's indifpoution,

in fiich manner, and to fuch extent,

as the prefent circumltanceSr and
the urgent concerns of the nation,

require ; be it therefore enaded by

the King's moft Excellent Majefty,

by and with tne advice and confenc

of the Lords Spiritual and Tempo-
ral, and Commons, in this prefent

Parliament affcmbled, and by the

auihority of the fame, that his

Royal Highnefs George Auguftus

Frederick, Prince of Wales, fhall

have full power and authority, in

the name and on the behalf of his

Majefty, and under the ftile and title

of Regent of this kingdom, to ex-

ercife and adminirter, according to

the laws and conftitution of Great
Britain, the royal power and autho-

rity to the Crown of Great Britain

belonging, and to ufe, execute, and .

perform all authorities, prerogatives,

afts of governmenr, and adminiftra-

tion ot the fame, Vvfhich lawfully

belong to the King of this realm
to u(e, execute and perform, kib-

jeft to fuch limitations, exceptions,

regulations, and reiUictioas, as are

herein - after fpecified and con-

tained.

And be it alfo ena(fled by the

authority aforefaid, that no ads of

regal power, prerogative, govern-

ment, or adminiilration of govern-

ment, of what kind or nature foever,

which might lawfully be done or

executed by the King's moft Ex-
cellent Majefty, porfonaily exercif-

ing his royal authority, fhall, dur-

ing the continuance of the Regency
by this a(ft eftablifhed, bo valid and
effeflual, unlefs done and executed

in the name, and on the behalf,

of his Majefty, by the authority of
the faid Regent, according to the

p'-ovifions of this adl, and fubjed to

the limitations, exceptions, regula-

tions, and reftrictions, herein con-

tained.

And be it further ervaded by
the authority aforefaid, that the

faid Regent, before he fliall aft, or

enter upon his faid office of Regent,
ftiall take the following oath of

office:

'• I do folemnly promife and
** fwear, that 1 will tjuly and faith-

• fully execut" the office of Regent
" of the kingdom of Great Britain,

«' according to an aft of parliament
'< pafted in the tventy-ninth year of
" the reign of ills Majefty King
'• George the Third, intituled, h.n
*' aft to provide for the care of his

*' Majefty's royal perfon, and for the
*' admiaiiUation oftne royal autho-
" ritv during the continuance of his

" M -jifty's illncfs; and that I will

" adniinifter, according to law, the
" power and authority veiled in
" me by virtue of the faid aft, and
*' will, in all tilings, to the inmoft
*' of my power and ability, conful:
'• and maintain the fafety, honour,
" and dii'nity of his M ijcfty, and
" the welfare of his people.

" So help n:e God."
[r] 4 Which
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Which oath flial) be taken before

his Majefty's moft houourable privy

council, who are hereby required

and impovvered to adniinifter the

fame, and to enter the lame in the

books of the faid privy council.

And be it further enaded by the

authority aforefaid, that the faid

Regent Ihall be deemed and taken to

be a perfon having and executing

an office and place of truft within

England, and fhaW take and fub-

{cribe fuch oaths, and make and fub-

fcribe fuch declaration, and do all

fuch a£ts as are required by the laws

and ftatutes of this kingdom to

qualify perfons to hold offices and

places of truft, and to continue in

the fame, in fuch manner as in

and by the faid laws and flatutes

are required, and under fuch pains,

penalties, forfeitures, and difabili-

ties, as are therein and thereby

appointed and ordained.

And be it alfo enafted by the

authority aforei'aid, that it fhail

be lawful for the faid Regent to take

and fubfcribe fuch oaths, and make
and fubfcribe fuch declaration, in

and before his Majefty's molt ho-

nourable privy council; and that

the certificate of his having re-

ceived the facrament of the Lord's

fupper in any of the royal chapels,

figned by the perfon adminiftering

the fame, fhal] be regiftered in the

books of the faid moft honourable

privy council ; and that fuch taking

and fubfcribing the faid oaths, and
making and fubfcribing the faid

declaration, and taking the facra-

ment of the Lord's fupper as afore-

faid, fhall be, to all intents and pur-

pofes, .is effsflual as if the fame had

been refpeftively taken, made, and

fubfcribed in the manner now require

cd by law for the qualification of per-

fons to hold offices and places of

truft, and to continue in the fam?.

Ar

And be it enaflcd by the autho-

rity aforefaid, that nothing in this

aft contained (hall extend, or be

conftrued to extend, to inipowerthe

faid Regent, in the name, and on the

behalf of his Majefty, to give the

roy :il aflent to any bill or bills in

parliament, for repealing, chan-

ging, or in any refpefl varying the

order and courfe of fuccelTion to

the crown of this realm, as the fame
ftands now eftablifhed in the il-

luftrious houfe of Hanover, by an
aft, pafied in the twelfth year of the

reign of King William the Third,

intituled. An aft for the further

limitation of the crown, and better

fecuring the rights and liberties

of the fubjeft ; or to any aft for

repealing or altering the aft, made
in the t'lirteenth year of the reign

of King Charles the Second, intitu^

led. An aft for the uniformity of
public prayers and adminiftration

of facraments, and other rites and
ceremonies, and for eftablifhing the

form of making, ordaining, and
confecrating bilhops, prieft?, and
deacons, in the church of England ;

or the aft of the fifth year of the

reign of Queen Anne, oade in

Scotland, intituled. An aft for fe-

curing the proteftant religion, and
preft)yterian church government.

Provided alfo, and be it enafted

by the authority aforefaid, that if

his faid Royal Highnefs George
Auguftus Frederick, Prince ofWales,

Ihall not continue to be refident in

Great Britain, or fhall, at aay time,

marry a papift, then, and in either

of fuch cafes, all the powers and
authorities vefted in his faid Royal
Highnefs, by virtue of this aft,

fhall ceafe and determine.

Provided always, and be it enaft-

ed by the authority aforefaid, that

his Royal Highnefs Ihall not have

Qr cj^ercife any power or authority
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to grant, in the name and on the

behalf of his Majefly, any rank,

title, or dignity, of the peerage of

this realm, by letters patent, writ

of fummons, or in any other man-
ner whatever, or to lummon any
perl'oii to the Houfe of Lords by
any title to which fuch perfon ft^iall

be the heir apparent, or to ap-

point any fuch rank, title, or dig-

nity, which now is, or hereafter fhall

be, in abeyance, to any of the

coheirs thereof.

Provided neverthelefs, and be
it enafted, that it Ihall be law-

ful for his faid Royal Highnefs to

grant, in the name and on the behalf

of his Majeily, any rank, title, or

dignity, of the peerage of this

realm, to fuch of his Majefty's royal

iflue as fliall have attained the full

oge of twenty-one years.

Provided alfo, and be it ena(^ed

by the authority aforefaid, that the

faid Regent fhall not have power or

authority to grant, in the name and
on the behalf of his Majefty, any

office or employment whatever in

reverlion, or to grant for any longer

term than during his Majefty's

pleafure, any office, employment,
falary, or penfion, whatever ; fave

only that it (hall be lawful for

the faid Regent to grant, in the

namt; and on the behalf of his Ma-
jefty, all fuch offices and employ-
ments in pofleflion, for the term
of the natural life, or during the

good behaviour, of the grantee or

grantees thereof refpedively, as by
law muft be fo granted.

And be it further enabled by the

authority aforefaid, that the faid

Regent ftiall not have power, in the

n;ime and on the behalf of Jiis Ma-
jefty, to make any gift, grant,

alienation, leafe, or other aflurance,

to any perfon or pcrfons, body poli-

tic or corporate, whatever, under
the great feal of Great Britain,

exchequer feal, feals of the duchy
or county palatine of Lancafter,

or any of them, or by copy of court
roll, or othcrwife, of any manors,
mefluages, lands, tenements, rents,

tythes, woods, or other heredita-

ments, now belonging or hereafter

to belong to his Majefty, or to aiiy

perfon or perfons in truft for his

Majefty, in pofleffion, reverfion, re-

mainder, ufe, or expeflancy, whe-
ther the fame be, or Ihall be, in

right of the crown of Great Bri-

tain, or as part of the principality

of Wales, or of the duchy or county
palatine of Lancafter, or otherwife

howfoever, whereby any eftate or
inlereft whatfoever, in law or equity,

fhall or may pafs from his Majefty ;

but that every fuch gift, grant, alie-

nation, leafe, or other afturance, ftiall

be null and void, without any in-

quliition, J'cirefacias, or other pro-
ceeding, to determine and make
void the lame, unlefs fuch grant,
leafe, or affurance, ihall be made of
fuch lands, tenements, and heredita-

ments, and none other, as have been
ufually demifed within the fpace of
ten years laft paft, or Ihall be made
for the renewing of any grant, leafe,

or other aifurance, now (ubfiit'ng

of the lands, tenements, or here-

ditaments aforefaid, according to

the feveral proviftons, regulations,

and rcftriiTtions of an ad, paftcd

in the firft year of the reign of
Queen Ann?, intituled. An ad for

the better fupport of her Majefty's

houfehold, and of the honour ard
dignity of the crown; provided al-

ways, that this act, or any thing
herein contained, ftiall not extend
to difable the laid Regent to make
any grant or reftitution of any eiLite

or eftates hereafter to be toiJeiad
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for any trcafon or felony whatever

;

or to diiable the faid Regent to

grant, demifa, or allign any lands,

tenements or hereditaments, which

Ihall be feized or taken into his

Majel^y's hands upon any outlawry,

at the fuit of his Majerty or his

fubjedb, in fuch manner as hath

been ufual ; or any eltate whatever,

which 13 or fliall be feized, ex-

tended, or taken in execution, for

any debt owing or to be due to the

Crown, as the iaid Regent, on the

behalf of his Majeily, fhall think

fit ; or to make any grants or ad-

mittances, which of right or cuftom

ought to be made, of any copyhold

or cullomary lands, tenements, or

hereditaments, parcel of any manor

or manors of his Majefty.

And be it alfo enadled by the au-

thority aforefaid, that the faid Re-

gent fliall not have power to grant

or alienate any part of the perfonal

cftate to his Majefty belonging,

but that every fuch grant or alie-

nation fliall be .old and of none

efted. Provided always, that this

aft, or any thing therein contained,

fhall not extend to difable the laid

Regent from exercifing, in the name
and on the behalf of his Majefty,

all and every the rights, privileges,

powers, and prerogatives, over tlie

fmall branches of his Majelly's

hereditary revenue herein-after

mentioned ', that is to fay, the mo-
nies arifing by fines for writs of

covenant, or writs of entry, payable

in the alienation office ; the monies

arifmg by the poft fines : the mo-
nies arifing by fhcriff's proffers,

and compofitions in the exchequer,

and feizures of prohibited and un-

cul'omed goods, in like manner as

the fame are referved to his Ma-
jelly, by virtue of an aft, made and

paffed in the iirfl year of his Ma-

jefly's reign, intituled. An a^ for

the fupport of his Majefty's houfe-

hold, and of the honour and dig-

nity of the Crown of Great Britain ;

or to difable the faid Regent from
remitting, mitigating, or pardoning,

in the name and on the behalf of

his Majefty, any penalty or forfei-

ture incurred, or to be incurred, of

any fum or fums of money become,
or which fhall become, due or for-

feited to his Majefty, which by law
may be remitted, mitigated, or

pardoned : provided aifo, that this

aft, or any thing therein contained,

fhall not difable the faid Regent
from iffuing and applying all fuch

monies as now are, or fliall be ap-

plicable to the civil government of
the realm, by virtue of any aft or

afts of Parliament made or to be
made.

And be it enafted by the autho-

rity aforefaid, that the feveral let-

ters patent, letters of privy leal,

and all other lawful authorities, of

what nature or kind foever, which
have been granted or ilfued by his

Majefly, by virtue whereof any pay-
ments of any fum or fums of money
are direfted to be made out of the

monies applicable to the ufe of his

Majefty's civil government, for the

ufe of the Queen's moft Excellent

Majelly, or for the ufe of any of the

branches of his Majefty's Royal
family, fliall continue to be, and
the fame -are hereby enafted to con-

tinue to be of fall force and efFeft

refpeftively, during the continuance

of the Regency by this aft eftablifh-

ed ; and that warrants Ihall be iifued

by the lord high treafurer, or

lords commifiioners of the trea-

fury, for the payment of the feveral

fums therein relpeftively contained,

which warrants the faid lord high

treafurer, or lords commiffioners

of
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of the treafury, are hereby refpec-

tively required to ilTue at the ufual

and accuftomed times, and in the

ufual and accullomed manner.

And be it further enaded by the

authority aforefaid, that the lord

hiojh trtafurer, or the lords com-
miflioners of the treafury, fhall

from time to time diredl fo much of

the monies of the civil lill: "re-

venues to be iffued at the receipt of

the exchequer, as fhall be fufficient

to pay the whole of the expences

incurred in each quarter, in the

feveral departments of his Majefty's

hoafehold, in the fame order, and in

like "manner as is directed by an act,

made iu the twenty-fecond ) ear of

his Majefty's reign, intituled. An
aft for enabling his Majefty to dif-

tharge the debt contrafted upon his

civil lift revenues, and for prevent-

ing the fame from being in arrear

for the future, by regulating the

modeof payments out ot ihe faid re-

venues, and by lupprefling or re-

gulating certain offices therein men-
tioned, which are now p :id out of

the revenues of the civil lift
;
pro-

vided that the whole amount of fuch

expences, at the end of each quarter,

fhall not exceed, bv more than three

thoufarid pounds, the amount of the

expences of the faid departments

at the end of the correfponding quar-

ter in 4he year one thoufand feven

hundred and eighty-eight, and that

the whole of the expence of any one

year, from the fifth day of January

to the fifth day of January in the

fucceeding year, fhall not exceed

the whole expence of the faid de-

partments in the year ending on the

fifth day of January one thoufand

feven hundred and eighty-nine.

Provided always, and be it enac-

ted by the authority aforefaid, that

it fhall and may be lawful for the

[347
faid Regent, in the name and on
the behalf of his Majefty, to make
any iuch grant or grants of, or
charge or char,^es upon, the feveral

and refpcftive duties and revenue*
which are payable to his Majefty in
that part of Great Britain called
Scotland, as his Majefty can now
lawfully make of fuch duties and
revenues ; fave and except, that it

fhall not be lawful for the faid Re-
gent to make any grant or grants
thereof, or charge or charges there-
upon, in the name and on the
behalf of his Majefty, for any lon-
ger time or term than during the
pleafure of his Majefty.

And be it further enafted by the

authority aforefaid, that the lord

high treafurer, or lords com-
miifioners of the treafury, fhall di-

reft, and they are hereby required
annually to direft, on or before the
twenty- feventh day of April, the
,fum of fixty thoufand pounds to be
iifjed out of the monies of the civil

lift revenue, to the keeper of his

Majefty's privy purfe for the time
being ; and that the faid keeper of
his Majefty's privy purfe ftiaJl be,
and he is hereby authorifed and di-

reded, during the continuance of
the Regency by this aft eftabliftied,

to ifTue and apply the fum of twelve
thoufand pounds in the year, in fuch
yearly, half-yearly, or quarterly

payments, to fuch perfons, and in

inch manner, as he has ifllied and
applied the fame by the authority

and direftion of his Mdjefty ; and
that he (ha 11,pay, and he is hereby
authorifed and direfted to pay, the

fum of one thoufand pounds, at the

expiration of each and every quar-
ter, to fuch perlon as her moft Ex-
cellent Majefty the <,^ueen fhall, by
an inftrument figned and fealed by
iier Majefty, auihorife and dirccl

to
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to receive the fame, to be by her Ma-
jelly '3 diredUon applied in fuch gifts,

charities, and allowances, as her

Majelly may judge the fame would

have been applied to by his Ma-
jelly, and that the remainder of the

aforefaid fum Ihall be in veiled by

the faid keeper of his Majefty's

privy purfe in feme of the public

funds or government fecuritics, in

the name of the keeper of his Ma-
jelly's privy purfe for the time

being, in truft for his Majefty ; and

that the net furplus of the revenues

of the duchy and county palatine

of Lancaller fhall be from time to

time paid, under the order of the

chancelli-r and council of the faid

duchy, into the hands of the kee-

per of his Majefty's privy purfe,

wlofe receipt (hall be a fufficient

difcharge for the fame, and fhall by

him be inverted in fome of the pub-

lic funds or government fecurities,

in manner aforefaid ; and that the

governor and company of the Bank
of England Ihall place the faid

feveral fums on an account, to be

railed in the books of the faid go-

vernor and company, intituled,! he

account of the keeper of his Ma-
jefty's privy purfe ; and that upon

the death, refignation, or removal,

of the prefent and every other kee-

per of his Majefty's privy purfe,

hereafter to be appointed, all and

every the faid ftock or ftocks, and

fum or fums of money arifing from

the dividends which Iball accrue

thereon, Ihall immediately veft in

the lucceffor of the prefent or any

future keeper of his Majefty's privy

purfe refpefdvely ; and the keeper

of his Majefty's privy purfe for the

time bei.ig is hereby required to lay

out and inveft the dividends, fo ac-

cruing as aforefaid, from time to

time* in ibe puichafe of other ftocks

and fecurities on the like account ;

and that the keeper of his Majefty's

privy purfe for the time being ftiall,

from time to time, execute declara-

tions of truft of all fuch funds and
fecurities, declaring that the fame
are held in truft for his Majefty by
inrtruraents to be executed under
his hand and feal, to be depofued
with her Majefty.

Provided always, and be it ena6l-

ed by the authority aforefaid, that

the faid keeper of his Majefty'i

privy purfe (hall, on or before the

twenty-feventh day of April, one
thoufand fcven hundred and ninety,

and on or before the twenty-feventh

day of April in every fucceeding

year, during the continuance of this

aft, take an oath before the barons
of the exchequer, or one of them,
in the form following :

** I A. B. do fwear, that, ac-
*' cording to the beft of my know-
" ledge, belief, or information, no
" part of the money which has been
*' iftued to me for the fervice of his
*' Majefty's privy purfe, by virtue of
*• an adl, intituled,An aft to provide
•• for the care of his Majefty's Royal
" perlbn, and for the adminiftration
*' of the Royal atithority, during the
" continuance of his Majefty's ill-,

*' nefs; between the day
" of and the
" day of has been
** applied, direftly or indireftly, for

" the benefit, ufe, or behoof, ofany
" member of the houfe of com-
** mons, or, fo far as 1 am concerned,
" applicable, direftly or indireftly,

" to the purpofe of fupporting or
" procuring an intereft in any place
" returning members to Parlia-
*• ment. So help me God."
And whereas it is neceftary that

proper provifion fliould be made for

the care of his Majefty's Royal per^

fon.
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fon, during the continuance of his

illnefs, and for the diredlion and

government of his Majefty's houfe-

hold, infuch manner as the circum-

ftdnces of the cafe at prefent appear

to require ; be it therefore enaded

by the authority aforefaid, that the

care of his Majelly's Royal perfon,

daring the continuance of his faid

illnels, and ttie uifpofing, ordering,

and managing, of all matters and

things relating thereto, and alfo the

diredion and government of his

Majefty's houfehold, Ihall be, and

the fame are hereby vefted in the

Queen's moft Excellent Majefty

;

and that her faid Majefty (hall have

the full and fole power and autho-

rity, by an inftrument in writing,

iigned and fealed by her Majefty,

to nominate, appoint, or remove,
the lord fteward of his Majefty's

houfehold, the lord chamberlain of

his Majefty's houfehold, the mafter

of the horfe to his Majefty, and the

mafter of the robes, and keeper of

his Majefty's privy purfe, the groom
of the ftole, the gentlemen and
grooms of his Majefty's bedcham-
ber, and the feveral officers in the

refpeftive departments aforefaid,

whofe appointment, nomination, or

removal, have been heretofore made
by his Majefty ; and that the raomi-

nacion and appointment of her Ma-
jefty, in the manner and form afore-

Hiid, ftiall be valid and efFeiflual, to

all intents and purpofes, as if the

fame had been made or done by his

Majefty in the accuftomed man-
ner ; and that the feveral perfons fo

appointed ftiall be entitled to the

like precedence, privileges, falaries,

wages, profits, and all other emolu-
ments, a? the feveral perfons now
holding and enjoying the faid offices

are refpeflively entitled to.

And whereas the execution of the

weighty and arduous trulls hereby

committed to the Queen's moft Ex-
cellent Majefty, in refpcclof the care

of his Majefty's Royal perfon, and
of the difpofing, ordering, and ma-
naging, of all matters and thing*

relating thereto, may require the

affiftance of a council, with whom
her Majefty may confult and advife

in the difcharge of the fame ; be it

therefore enacted by the authority

aforefaid, that, in order to aftift and
advife her faid moft Excellent Ma-
jefty in the feveral matters aforefaid,

there ftiall be, during the continu-

ance of his Majefty's illnefs, a coun-
cil, confifting of John Lord Arch-
biftiop of Canterbury, Edward Lord
Thurlow, William Lord Archbiftiop

of York, Lloyd Lord Kenyon ; the

Lord Steward of his Majefty's houfe-

hold for the time being ; the Lord
Chamberlain ofhis Majefty's houfe-

hold for the time being ; the Mafter
of the Horfe to his Majefty for the
time being; and the Firft Gentle-
man of the bedchamber, and Groom
of the Stole to his Majefty for the

time being ; which council fhall,

from time to time, meet, as her
Majefty ftiall be pleafed to dircft ;

and if it fhould happen that any of
them the faid John Lord Archbiftiop

of Canterbury, Edward Loid Thur-
low, William Lord Archbiftiop of
York, and Lloyd Lord Kenyon,
ftiould depart this life, then, and in

fuch cafe, it ftiall be lawful for the

Queen's moft Excellent Majefty, by
an inftrumentin writing, figned and
fealed by her Majefty, revokable at

her will and pleafure, to nominate
and appoint feme one perfon, being
or havlne been a member ofhis Ma-
jefty's moft honourable Privy Couq-
cll, to be a member of the faid coun-
cil, to advife and affift her Majefty
as aforefaiJ, ^a the room and place

«f
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of each and every of the faid coun-

sellors fo departing this life ; which

nomination and appointment fliall

be forthwith certified by an inftru-

ment in writing, figned and fcaled

by her Majefty, to the Lords of his

Majelty's moft honourable Privy

Council, and fliall be entered in the

books thereof.

And be it further enabled by the

authority aforefaid, that each and

every fuch counfellor (liall, within

thefpace of one month after his ap-

pointment by virtue of this ad, or

by virtue of her Majeily's nomina-

tion and appointment, in manner

aforefaid, take the following oath

before his Majefty's moll: honour-

able Privy Council ; who are hereby

jequired and impovvered toadminif-

ter the fame, and to enter the fame

in the books of the faid Privy Coun-
cil

:

** I A. B. do folemnly promifc
** and fwear, that I will truly and
*' faithfully counfel and adviie the

*' Queen's moft Excellent Majefty,
*• according to the beft of myjudg-
•* ment, in all matters touching the

*' care of his Majefty's Px-oyal perfon,

** and the difpofing, ordering, and
** managing ail things relating

*' thereto.
*' So help me God."

And be it further enacted by the

authority aforefaid, that the faid

council, or any three or more of

them, fhall have power and autho-

rity at all times, when they ftiall

judge it ncceffary, to call before

them, and to examine upon oath,

the phyficians, and all other perlbns

attendant on his Majefty during the

continuance of his illnefs, touching

the ftate of his Majefty's health, and

all matters relating thereto ; which

oath any member of the faid coua-

cil is hereby authorized and im-

povvered to adminilter.

And be it further ena(!'>ed by the

authority aforefaid, that if any per-

fon, being a member of the Houfe
of Commons, fhall accept of any
office of profit from tiie Crown, by
the nomination and appointment of
her Majefty the Queen, by virtue of
this aft, or by the faid Regent, in

the name and on behalf of his Ma-
jefty, during the continuance of the

Regency hereby eftabliflied, his

eledion fhall be, and is hereby de-
clared to be void, and a new writ

fhall ifTue for a new ele£l:ion, in fuch

and the like manner as if fuch per-

fon had been appointed to fuch

office by his Majefty.

And be it further enafted by the

authority aforefaid, that if her Ma-
jefty the Queen ftiall depart this

life during the time that the care of
his Majefty's Royal perfon fhall be
committed to her Majefty, accord-

ing to the provifions of this aft, the

faid Regent fhall forthwith order
and direft a proclamation, under
the great feal of Great Britain, te be
iffucd and publifhed, declaring the

fame, and, in cafe the parliament

then in being fhall then be Separat-

ed by any adjournment or proroga-

tion, direfting that the faid parlia-

ment Ihall forthwith meet and fit,

or, if there fhall be no parliament in

being, then, and in fuch cafe, di-

reftitig that the members of the lafl

preceding parliament fhall forthwith

meet and fit.

And be it enafted, that the faid

members, fo meeting and fitting,

fhall be deemed and taken to be the

two houfes of parliament, to all

intents and purpofes, as if the for-

mer parliament had not been dif-

folved ; but that they fhall not con-

tinue to fit as the faid two houfes,

or be deemed and taken as fuch, for

any longer time than fix months

after the day on which they iball fo

meet.
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meet, and that they fiiall be Aibjeft

to befooner prorogued or difTWed.

And be it alfo further eaadled by

the authority aforesaid, that, until

due provifion (hall in i'uch cafe have

been made by parliament for the

care of his Mnjefty's Royal pcrfon,

all and every the powers and autho-

rities in and by this aft veiled in her

Majefty, toucliing the care of his

MajeRy's Royal peribn, and the dif-

pofing, ordering, and managing of

all matters and things relating there-

to, fhall be, and the lame are hereby

veiled in the council in and by this

3(51 appointed to affift and advile her

Majeiiy in the execuuon of the trulls

to her faid Majefty committed by
virtue of this aft : provided never-

thelefs, that in fuch cafe' nothing in

this aft contained fhall extend, or

be conllrucd to extend, to impower
the faid Re^^ent, or the fsid coun-

cil, to nominate, appoint, or remove
any of the fcveral ofBcers of his

Majelly's hoafehold herein mention-

ed,until due provifion fhall h-rve been

made by parliament in that behalf.

And be it further cnaftcd by the

authority aforefaid, that if his Royal
Highnefs George Auguftus Frede-

rick, Prince of Wales, lliall depart

this life during the continuance of

the Regency by this aft ellablifhed,

the Lords of his Majefty's moll

honourablePrivy Council fhall forth-

with caufe a proclamation to be

iflued in his Majefly's name, under

the great feal of Cireat Britain, de-

claring the fame, and, in cafe the

Parliament then in being fliall ihen

be feparated by any adjournment or

prorogation, direfting that the faid

Parliament fhall forthwith meet and
fit, or, if there fliall be no Parlia-

ment in being, then and in fuch

cafe direfting that the members of
the lait preceding Parliament fhall

lomhwith meet and lit.

And be it enafted, that the faid

members fo meeting and fitting fhall

be deemed and taken to be the two
houfes of parliament, to all intents

and purpofes, as if the former
parliament had not been diflblved,

but that they fhall not continue to

fit as the faid two houtes, or be
deemed and taken as fuch, for any
longer time than fix months after

the day on which they fiiall fo

meet.

And be it further enafted by the

authority aforefaid, that when it:

ihall appear to her Majefty the

Queen, and to five of the council

appointed by this aft to affiil her

Majelly in the execution of the truft

committed to her Majefty by this

aft, that his Majefty is reftored to

fuch a ftate of health as to be capa-

ble of refuming the perfonal exer-

cife of the Royal authority, it fhall

and may be lawful for her faid Ma-
jeiiy, by the advice of five of her
laid council, to notify the fame, by
an inftrument under her Majelty's

hand, and figned alfo by tlve faid

five of her Majelly's faid council,

and addreffed to the Lord Prefident

of his IVIajefty's moil honourable

Privy Council for the time being,

or, in his abfence, to one of his

Majefty's Principal Secretaries of
State ; and the laid Lord Prefident,

or Secretary of State, iTiall, and is

hereby required, on the receipt

thereof, to communicate the fame
to the faid Regent, and to fummoa
forthwith a Privy Council ; and the

members of his Majefty's molt
honourable Privy Council are here-

by required to afTemble in confe-

quence of fuch fummons ; and the

faid Lord Prefident, or, in his ab-

fence, the laid Secretary of State,

is required, in the prefence of any
fix or more Privy Counfellors lo

alTembled, to cauie the faid inftru-

ment
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ment to be entered on the books of

the iald privy council, and imme-

diately thereafter to lend a copy of

iuch inibument to the Lord Mayor

of the city of London, and likewife

to caufe the fame to be printed in

the London Gazette.

And be it farther enabled by the

authority aforefaid, that if at any

time after the faid mftrument under

the hand of her Majelty, ar.d of live

of her faid council, fliall have been

received and entered as aforefaid,

his Majedy iball think proper, by

aninftrument under his fign manual,

to require the Lord Prefident of his

Majefty's moft honourable Privy

council fcr the time being, or, in

his abfence, one of his Majelly'b

principal fecretaries of ftate, to

fummon a council in his Majelly's

prefence, confifting of any num-

ber of per'bns not lefs than nine,

whom his MajeRy (hall name,

not being members of the council

appointed by this aft to aflift her

Majelly, and who fhall be, or fhall

havebeen, members of his Majefty's

moll hoi->ourable privy council, the

faid Lord Prefident, or Secretary of

State, fhall, and he is hereby re-

quired to fummom fuch perfons ac-

cordingly, and as well the faid Lord

Prefident, or Secretary of State, as

the other perfons fo fummoneu, fhall,

and they are hereby required to at-

tend at the time and place appointed

by his Majefly, and fuch perfons fo

affembled Oiall be, and be deemed

to be, a privy council for the pur-

pofe herein-after mentioned.

And be it lurther enadted by the

authority aforefaid, that if his Ma-

jefty, by the advice of fiX of fuch

privy council fo affembled, fliall

fignify his Royal pleafure to refume

the perfonal exercife of his Royal

authonty,and to iffiJe a proclamation

declaring the fame, fuch proclama*
tion (hall be iflued accordingly.coun-

terfigned by the faid fix of the faid

privy council ; and all the powers
and authorities given by this aft

Ihall from thenceforth ceafe and de-

termine, and the perfonal exercife

of the Royal authority by his Ma-
jefty (hall be and be deemed to be

refumed by his Majefty, and fhall

be exercifed by his Majefly, to all

intents and purpofes, as if this aft

had never been made.
And be it farther enafted by the

authority aforefaid, that if the par-

liament in being at the time of
the iffuing fuch proclamation as

aforefaid lliall then be feparated by
adjournment or prorogation, the

faid parliament fhall forthwith meet
and fit, and if there fhall be no
parliament in being at the time of

iiFuing fuch proclamation as afore-

faid, then, and in fuch cafe, the

members of the laft preceding par-

liament fliall forthwith meet and fit.

And be it enafted, that the faid

members fo meeting and fitting

fhall be deemed and taken to be the

two houfes of parliament, to all

intents and purpofes, as if the for-

mer parliament had never been dif-

folved ; but that they fhall not con-

tinue to fit as the faid two houfes, or

be deemed and taken as fuch, for

any longer time than fix months
after the day on which they fhall fo

meet, and that they fhall be fubjeft

to be fooner prorogued or diffolved.

Provided always, and be it enaft-

ed, that fo much of this aft as pro-

vides that the f'id Regent fhall not

have power and authority to grant,

in the name and on the behalf of his

Majefty, any office or employment
whatever in rcverfion, or to grant

for any longer term than during his

Majeity's pleafure any office, em-
ployment.
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ployment, falary, or penfion what-

ever, may be varied or repealed by

any aft or afts to be made for

that purpofe in this prefent feffion

of parliament, in (o far only as

relates to the granting of any office,

employment, falary, or penfion, to

any perfon appointed to the office

of lord high chancellor of Great

Britain ; or to any perfon retiring,

on account of age or infirmity, from

the office of chief juftice or juftice of

the courts of king's bench or com-
mon pleas, or chief baron or ba-

ron of the court of exchequer at

Weftminfter.

Provided alfo neverthelefs, and
be it enafted, that the faid limita-

tion of the power of the faid Regent*
with refpedt to the granting, in ths

name and on the behalf of his Ma-
jefty, any rank, title, or dignity of
the peerage of this realm, fhaU con-
tinue and be in force for and during
the fpace of three years from ths

commencement of this aft, and no
longer.

And be it enafted by the autho-
rity aforefaid, that this aft, and the
feveral powers and authorities to be
exercifed by virtue of the fame, Ihall

commence and take efFeft from and
after the eighteenth day of Febru-
ary one thoufand feven hundred and
eighty-nine.

Vol. XXXr. \Z] CHARACTERS.
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Some Account of Dr. Rundle *, Lnrd

Bijhop of Deny in Ireland, in

two of his L'-.rdjhifs Letters to

his particular Friends.—Frcm Let-

ters ofthe late T. Rundle, LL. D.
to Mrs. Barbara Sandys.

. To the Reverend Dean f Clarke.

Barrington, Sept. 9, 1740.

My dear Friend,

" TF I vva5 not the mod inaiftive

X mortal living, I would quickly

come to you at \Vinchefler_, to af-

fure you what efteem and aitection

for you have ever been in rny heart

;

but, I believe, I muil defer my vilit

to you till 1 can pay it in that city

(Execer) , where I was educated,

and wh ch dill continues the delight

of my imagination. Though I

think it by tar the tineft climate, and

moil agreeable place of refidence in

England, yet it never appeared in

fo fair a light to me, as it will,

when I fte you prefidiug in its ca-

thedral, i have llill fome tew va-

luable acquaintance left in that

country, who will think themfehv-s

happy in your friendlhip, and rejoice

to perform to you all the felf- re-

warding duties of good neighbour-

hood ; and I am confident they will

think themfelves more obliged to

me for making them known to you,

than for all the other civilities it has

ever been in my power to (hew

them.

Yourhoufe there, as well as I re-

member, is large, but gloomily fitu-

ated under the Ihadow of the church ;

crowded with houfcs in fuch a man-
ner, as not to fufFer you to have any

gardens of value ; but the variety

of public walks round the town, and

the beauty of the landfcapes, and
the warmth of the air, will make
you ample amends for every incon-

venience at home, if any fuch there

be. But I am juft informed that

you have not yet taken poffeffion of

it. Whence this delay ? I hope it

is not from indifference. If you go

down next fpring, I will offer you

my company, if that can make the

journey more agreeabl'*.—You will

find there every thing that your hof-

pitable heart can defire, in greater

plenty, greater elegance, and at lefs

expence, than in any city in England,

and, I may almoftfay, Ireland, if I

am not deceived by my memory and

my friends. Pcrgive my indulging

myfelf in the prailes of my firil love,

to one who is to enjoy her beauties,

whil.d I am baniihed to Thule, far

from funfliine, and the ccnveriatioa

of thole friends, whole company
.would make even Thule pleafant.

.* Seeker is decent

f or Exeter*

R:tiLd!ehz& a hearr. Porc

an(?.
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and Tunlhine forgotten. If you have

any taile for gardening, and culti-

vating and amalling any kind of ve-

getable riches, the trees tliere fhoot

with a more luxuriant verdure ; the

flowers glow with warmer colours ;

and the fruits ripea to a richer fla-

vour, than in any part of this iiland

;

and the fg and the grape fcarce de-

fire better ikies.

I am glad you are pleafed with

Colonel foUiot ; he is a fenfible,

friendly, upright man ; indefatiga-

ble in obliging ihofe for whom he

has conceived an efteem ; and ge-

nerous to the full extent of his for-

tune. He has a tafte for the beau-

ties of nature, and indulges himfelf

in the enjoyment of every rational

amufement of that kind, which he

can purchafe with difcretion. You
and he have many things in com-
mon, in the turn of your indefati-

gable charity, to relieve the diftrelTes

of mankind ; andour hofpital for in-

valids,by hisdexterityand diligence,

was raifed from being fox &' pra-
terea nihil, into a comfort for many
hundreds of unhappy v/retches ; and

is now an honour to our kingdom ;

and whilft it continues fo, will pre-

ferve to pofterity an account of the

fortitude, and virtus, and v/ifdom of

FoUiot.

I intend to continue here til! the

meeting of the parliament, and then

to remove to Mr. John Talbot's, in

Red Lion Square. You know me
well enough, to be fare that the chief

call 1 have into England is to enjoy

the company of thofe friends, to

whofe family and affedlion I owe
all the good fortune of my life.

Inclination and gratitude united in

determining me to undertake my
prelent journey. I defign to con-

tinue the winter and fpring in Lon-
don, and in trie beginning of the

fummer fee my other friends, and
then return to Ireland for ever. I

grow too old, and too inaflive, to

propofe any future expeditions. I

have recovered my health and fpi-

rits, but not my llrength. I am in-

finitely better than ever I expeded,

or could even hope for, without pre-

fumption ; but yet the efFeil:"ls of a

diftemper, as well as the infirmities

of old age, will difable me from any

profpeft of being hereafter fit for

any thing, but talking in an elbow

chair.

I own to you, my friend, my fitu-

ation in Ireland is as agreeable to

me as any pofiibly could be, remote

from the early friendihips of my
life. I have been ferved as Plato

in his Commonweahh would have

Homer treated ;
" Firlt,'.' fays the

philofopher, " do him honours, re-

" «ard his merit, and then— baniffx

" him." At Dublin I enjoy the

moft delightful habitation, the finefc

landfcape, and the raildeft climate,

that can be defcribed or defired. I

have a houfe there rather too elegant

and magnificent ; in the north an

eary diocefe, and a large revenue.

I have but thirty-five beneficed cler-

gymen under my care, and they are

ail regular, decent, and neighbour-

ly : each hathconfiderable and com-

mendable general learning ; but not

one is eminent for any particular

branch of knowledge. And I have

rather more curates, who are allowed

by their reftors fuch a flipend, as

hath, alas ! tempted moft of them

to marry ; and it is not uncommon
to have curates that are fathers of

eight or ten children, without any

thing but an allowance of forty-

pounds a year to fupport them.

The only difcipline that I have as

yet exerted, hath been to difcard

three out ofmy diocefe, who, though

refufei
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refufed certificates by me and my
clergy, have obtained good livings

in America, and found room for re-

pentance. \{ their former misfor-

tunes have been a warning to them,

I rejoice at their fuccefs ; but if

th«y are once more negligent of

their conduft, there is no farther

beneficial pardon tor their follies in

this life, though they fhould fincerely

feek it with tears.

My dean, your kinfman, is much
beloved at Derry, and is highly de-

lighted with the preferment. That
place was the firft objedt of his

fondnefs, and aprees with his con-

ftitution ; his wife was born in it,

and is related to great numbers near

it. He is very generous, and a

great economilt ; lives fplendidly,

yet buys eitates ; and equally takes

care of his reputation and his fa-

mily. The income is above 1300!.
per ann. but he hath feven curatts,

to whom he is generous. It is a

preferment which will increafe daily,

and the outgoings continue the fame.

It is now a clear 1000 1. and will

next year be probably better. I

liave only room to affure you that I

am,

Yours moft fincerely,

T. DERRY.

Dr. Rundle had been a valetudi-

nary through lite, and his conllitu-

tion, foon after this period, was per-

ceptibly yielding to the inveteracy

of the chronic diiorder under which
he laboured. His life was protrafted

a tew years by medical alutlance.

He died at his palace in Dublin on
the 14th of April, 1743, fcarcely

fixty years old. The fubji.i,icd let-

ter, written a fhort time before,

evinces the firmncfs with whicli he
awaited the hour of diUolution.

C T E R S. 2

To Archdeacon S.

Dublin, March 22, 1742-3.

Dear Sir,

DIEU—for ever—Perhaps\D1
I m^y be alive when this

comes 10 your hands— more proba-

bly not ;— bu: in either condition,

y.'ur fincere weil-wifher.—Believe

me, my friend, there is no comfort
in this v/orld, but a life of virtue

an i piety ; and no death fupport-

able, but one comtorted by Chrifti-

anity, and its real and rational hope,

1 he firrt, 1 doubt not, you experi-

ence daily—May it be long before

you experience the fecond !— I have
lived to be Conjiva jatur,—pajfed

through gocd report and eijil reporf^

—have iiOt been injured more thaa

outwardly by the lafl, and iolidiy

benefited by the rormer. May aU.

who love the truth in Chrift Jcius,

and fincerely obey the Golpel, be
happy ! For they deferve to be fo,

who {ccT^r^ivnv iv ayocirr) feek truth

in the tpirit of love.

Adieu I—I havenomoreftrength.
— My affectionate laft adieu toyouf
lady.

T. D E R R Y."

Defcr'ption and CharaSler of the

Turks and Greeks, inhabiting

the IJland of Canuia, (anciently

Crete.;

—

From M. Savary'j Let-

ters on Greece.

To M. L. M.

*HE beauty ofman, Madam,
his p. wcrs, 3' d tiis he.iJ::i,

depend, in general, on the ciimata
he inhabits, his food, and ti., na-

ture of his occupations. In Crete,

JB 2 the
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the Turk, who is not toimented by
ambition, or the thirft of wealth,

whole mind is never occupied by

the chimeras of intrigue, who knows
not envv, which debafes the foul,

nor exhaufts himfelf in the purfuit

of the fcienccs, to which wc too

often facrifice our health ; the Turk,
I fay, who lives on wholefome and
fimple aliments, and pafles his days

amid the flowery fields he cultivates,

and in the bofom of his family who
obey and revere him, grows and
rifes into a Coloffus. The falubrity

of the air he breathes, the fweet

temperature he enjoys, the delight-

ful fcenes perpetually before his

eyes, and the peaceful life he leads,

all contribute to ftrengthen his body,

"and preferve his vigour even be-

neath the fnows of age. Hither the

fculptor, devoted to his art, and emu-
lating the ancients, fhould come in

fearchofmodels. He would fee young
men of eighteen or twenty, five feet

jix, or eight inches high *, who
poflefs all the graces peculiar ^o their

time of life. Their mufcles have

ftill a little plumpnefs, wliich will

•foon alTume a bolder charafler;

their cheeks, gracefully rounded,

difplay an animated carnation, and
their eyes are full of fire ; their chin

is covered with a light down, never

violated by the razor ; their air is

full of grace and dignity ; and their

whole carriage, and every gellure,

befpeaks health and vigour.

In men arrived at maturity, the

features and outlines are more de-

ve'oped. Their legs are naked;
and when their rcbes are lifted up,

the mufcles appear boldly prominent;

their arms exhibit thole figns of

ftrengih which were vifible in thofe

GISTER, 1789.

of the ancient Athletse : their flioul-

'ders are broad, their chefts full, anJ

their necks, never firaightened by

the ligatures, which from infancy

confine thofe of the Europeans, re-

tain all the beautiful proportions

afligned to that part by nature : no

tight breeches, or garters, bind their

legs below the knee ; that part of

their leg, therefore, is never diftort-

ed or contradled, nor is the knee too

prominent. In a word, all their

limbs, unaccuftomed to the fetters

which confine our motions, and

which habit alone could render Uip-

portable, preferve their natural

form, and that admirable fymmetry
which conftitutes male beauty. When
they (land ered, all parts of the body

properly fupport each other. V/hen

they walk, they move with an air of

dignity, and bodily itrength and

firmnefs of mind difplay themfelves

in every gellure. Their majeftic

eye announces that they are accof-

tomed to command. Pride and
feverity may fometimes be appa-

rent in their looks, but meannefs

never.

The Mahometans, who inhabit

the ifland of Crete, are fuch. Ma-
dam, as I have here pourtrayed

them. They are, in general, from
five feet and a half to fix feet highf

.

They rcfemble the ancient llatues ;

and, in fad, fuch were the men the

artiils of antiquity took for their mo-
dels.' It is not, therefore, wonderful

they Ihould have furpaffed us, hav-

ing a more beautiful nature from
which to copy. One day, as I was
walking with an officer in the envi-

rons of Canea, he exclaimed, at the

fight of every Turk that puffed.

Oh ! were I only permitted to choofe

.. *,AbPiitfj>cfe£i:EngIlfli.

^ ;}• French raeaiure, aniwering to from five feet eleven inches to fix feet five

Englifn.

8 here
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h?re feven hundred mep, I fliould

have the fineft regiment in France !

in a country where the men are

fo remarkable for bodily llrength

and dignity of afped, you may
juflly conclude. Madam, that the

women cannot be wanting in beauty

and the graces. Their drels does

not prevent the growth of any part

of the body, but is accommodated
to thofe admirable proportions with

which the Creator has decorated the

moft lovely of his works. All are

not handfome ; all do not poflefs

charms ; but fome of them are ex-

tremely beautiful, particularly a-

mong the Turks. In general, the

Cretan women have a luxuriant bo-

fom ; a neck gracefully rounded ;

black eyes full of Hre ; a fmall

mouth ; a nofe perfeftly well made,

and cheeks which health tinges with

the fofteft vermilion. But the oval

of their faces is different from that

of the women of Europe, and the

charaflerof their beauty is peculiar

to their nation. I will net attempt

a parallel between the two. What-
ever is beautiful defer ves our ho-

mage, though delicacy of feniiment

fliould ultimately fix th,e tafte of a

man of juft feeling.

Buring the firft year or two of my
travels in the ea.lern countries, ac-

cuilomed as I had been to the ele-

yant head-drefs of the ladies of

France, their curls, and different

coloured powder, I could not en-

dure the black hair of the oriental

women, and their drefs feemed to

me to give them a harrti and forbid-

ding air. So difficult is it for rea-

fon to difengage itfelf from the fet-

ters of habit, that 1 long continued

the (lave of this prejudice. But,

after more mature refledlion, their

lon^ black locks, artificially plaited,

wichou: either powder or pomatum.

and which neither fpoil their drefs, *

nor foil the furniture of their apart-

ments, appeared to me well calcu-

lated to heighten their beauty.

Their ebon colour feemed to give

more lullre to the fairnefs of their

complexions, and the glow of their

cheeks. The roTe-water, with which

they wafh their hair, exhaled an
agreeable perfume; and I was de-

lighted with the natural beauty of

their trefles. I then changed ray

opinion, and could not help wifhing

the European women would not fpoil

one of their moft charming orna-

ments with the colours of art, fo

much inferior to thofe of nature..

How much more lovely would the

fair beauty appear, adorned with

the pale gold of her flowing locks !

How would the dark hair of the bru-

nette, arranged with art, let off

the rofes of her cheeks ! Thefe,

Madam, are the obfervations of a

traveller, who, bv comparing the

different cufloms of nations, ha.s been

able to banilh his prejudices, and is

convinced that nature alone is truly

beautiful ; bat fie fets little value

on^ and entreats your excufe for,

the refle<f\icns in which he has here

ventured to indulge.

You mult not be furprized. Ma-
dam, that 1 have not mentioned the

Greeks who inhabit the ifland of

Candia, who partake wit ^ the Turks
the advantages of a ferene flcv, a
pure air, and happy temperature.

They enjoy, indeed, in common
vsith them, thefe precious bleffings ;

but they are oppreffed by tyrants.

They live in perpetual anxiety and
apprehenfion, and frequently termi-

nate their miferab'.e lives in dcfpair.

Exceptine the Spachiots, who are

Icfsexpofed to tyrannv, thefe unfor-

tunate beings have i^citljer the lofty

ftature, nor the ftrength, nor the

B 3 beauty
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beauty of the Turks. The (lamp

of Icrviiude is vifible in their faces ;

their looks are crouching, and their

features dillorted by knavery and

meannefs. Such is the character of

thofc Cretans, who were once fo

jealous of their liberty ; thole ex-

perienced and intrepid warriors,

who were courted by all nations ;

and thofe friends to the arts, which

they cultivated amid their fhady

groves. At prefent, cowardly and

indolent, they live in debaiement,

and we may read in their degraded

countenances, t)\2iX. they are Jlat-es.

I have the honour to be, &c.'*

Charailer of the late Cardinal Po-

li^nac,

—

From the * EJfays of the

Marquis D'Argenfon, tranjlated

from the French,

*' T See fometimes the cardinal

X de Polignac, and he always

infpires me with the fame fenti-

ments of admiration and refpeft.

He appears to me to be the laft

great prelate of the Gallic church,

who profelTes eloquence in the

Latin as well as rhe French lan-

guage, and whole erudition is very

exteniive. He, alone, among the

honorary members of the academy
of Belles Lettres, underllands and

fpeaks the language cf the learned

of which this academy is compofed ;

he expreffes himfelf upon matters of

erudition, with a grace and dignity

proper and peculiar to himfelf. It

may be remembered that M. Bof-

fuet, whom the cardinal, at that

time abby de Polignac, replaced

in 1704, at the Academy Francoife,

was the laft prelate who had a dif-

tinguifhed rank among the theolo-

gians and polemical writers. The
converfation of the cardinal is equal-

ly brilliant and inftruttive : he

knows fomething of every fubject,

and relates with grace and perfpi-

cuiiy evt'ty thing he knows : he

fpeaks upon the fciences, and upon

matters of erudition, as Fonteaelle

wrote his worlds, in reducing the

mort abftrafted matters to the capa-

city of the vulgar ; and renders

them in terms which men of educa-

tion and refinement ule in treating

familiar fubjefts of ordinary conver-

fation.

Nobody relates more elegantly

than the cardinal, and without en-

treaty ; but, in the moft fimple

narratives, wherein erudition would
be infipid from the mcuth of ano-

ther, it finds graces in his, from the

aid of his perfon and elegant pro-

nunciation. Age has deprived him
of iome of thefe advantages, but he

preferves Hill enough of them, ef-

pecially when we call to mind the

many great occafions in which his

graces and natural talents have

ihonc. My uncle, the bi(hop of

Blois, who was nearly his cotem-
porary, has frequently fpoken to me
of his younger days. Never was a

courfe of fludy made with more re-

putation than his : not only his

themes and compofitions were ex-

cellent, but he had time and faci-

Jity to afiili his fellow ftudents, or,

rather, to do their duty for them ;

fo much fo, that the four pieces

which gained the two premiums and

the accejpts, in the college cf Har-
court, where he liudied, were all

compofed by him. When he was

engaged in philofophy, at the fame

college, he would maintain, in his

public ihefes, the fyllem of Def-

* Thefe eflays were written in 1736, but not pubii/hed until lately.

cartes.
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cartes, which it was then found dif-

ficult to eftabliHi : he acquitted him-

felf with great reputation, and con-

founded all the partifans of old opi-

nions. Keverthclefs, the ancient

dodlors of the univerfity having

taken it ill that he fliould have com-
bated Arillotle, and not having

been willing to give a degree to

the enemy of the preceptor of Alex-

ander, he confented to maintain

another thefis, in which he read

his recantation, and made Ariflotle

triumph over the Cartefians theni-

felves.

No fooner was he received dodor
in theology, than the cardinal de

Bouillon took him to Rome, to the

conclave of 1689, wherein the

Pope, Alexander Vlll. was eledled.

As foon as the abby de Polignac

was known in this capital of the

Chriftian world, which was then the

centre of the mofl profound erudi-

tion and refined policy, he was ge-

nerally loved and elleemed. The
French cardinals and ambaffador

judged him the moft proper perfon

to make the pope hearken to reafon

upon the articles of the famous af-

fembly of the clergy of France in

1682. It was difficult to perfuade

the court of Rome to fwallow this

pill ; yet the wit and eloquence of

the abby de Polignac brought it

about ; he was charged to carry the

news of it to France, and had, on
this occafion, a private audience of
Lewis XIV. who faid of him, in

French, what the pope, Alexander
VIII. had faid in Italain : This

young man has the art of perfuadmg
you to lielie'vc e-very thing he pleafes ;

ijohilji he appears at firjl to be of
your opinion he is artfully maintaining

a contrary one, hut he gains his end
nuithfo much addrefs, that hefinijhes

alivays by convirtdngyou ht is right.

He had not yet put the finifhing

ftroke to this great affair before the

pope recalled him to Rome. He
affillcd again at the conclave where-

in Innocent Xil. was clefted,' and

he returned to France the following

year 1692.

About two years afterwards the

king named him ambaffador to Po-
land, a very delicate appointment,

from the particular circumilances at

that period. John Sobiefki was in

a very declining ftate of health ;

Lewis XIV. wifhed not only to pre-

ferve fome credit in Poland, but to

give, for a fucceflbr to the declining

king,aprincedevoted to France. The
prince of Conti had ofi:ered himfelf,

and Lewis XIV. charged fecretly

the abby de Polignac to endeavour

to get him elei^led, notwithilanding

the oppofition to the queen dowager,

who was a French woman, but

who, with much reafon, favoured

her children, in fpite of all contrary

cabals. The abby, keeping his in-

flrudions very fecret, arrived at the

court of Sobiefki a year before his

death ; he delighted all the Po-

landers by the facility with which

he fpoke Latin ; he might have

been taken for an envoy from the

court of Augufius, if he had not

been heard to fpeak French to the

queen, who was feduccd by his wit

and appearance ; but (he could not

abandon, on his account, the in-

terelt of her family. Sobiefki died,

and the general diet afTembled to

chufe a fucceflTor. The eloquence

of the abby de Polignac, the pro-

miles and hopes with which he al-

lured the Polanders were, at firft,

attended with To much lucccfs, that

a great part of the nation, headed

by the primate, proclaimed the

prince of Conti ; but in the fame

moment, the fums which the elec-

B 4 tor
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tor of Saxony had diilributed,

caufed a double elcdion, in which
this German prince was chofcii.

Both pretending to the crown, they
both arrived to fupport their party,
and continued to employ the means
which had, at firll, been fuccefsful

;

but thoie of the elector were more
efFeftual and folid. He had money
?'kf even troops; the prince of
Con;i, on the contrary, after hav-
JiVg received kingly honours at the

court of France, went on board a

French veiTel atDantzick, where he
Itayed fix weeks, but without any

mination to the cardinalfhip, by
James, king of England.

He was upon the point of enjoy-

ing the honours ot his new rank,

when he was recalled to France on
account of feme very critical cir-

cumftances. He was obliged, in

17 ic, to go with the marlhal

d'Hvixelles to Gertrudenberg, charg-

ed by Lewis XIV. to propofe to

the enemies of this monaich, his

fubiiiimon to the moft humiliating

conditions, in order to terminate

the war. Unhappily all the wit

and eloquence of the future cardi-

other means of proving the legality r.al was there ineffedtual. At length,

of his eledlion, than the good face after two years were elapfed, he
and eloquence of the abby dp Po-
lignac. Thefe refcurces were foon

exhaufted ; the prince of Conti, and
even the abby, were obliged to re-

turn to France.

'Although the court of France was
too juft and well informed not to

perceive that it was not the fault of
the ambaiTador if his rriifficn was
ilot crowned with a more brilliant

fuccefs, he was, notwitliftanding,

exiled from \'erfailles for four

years. He employed this time ufe-

fully, to encreafe his mafs of know-
ledge, which was already very great.

Finally, in 1702, he was font to

Rome in quality of auditor of the

Ro a *. He now found new op-
portunities of dillinguifhing him-
ielf, and gaining admiration, for

which he was recompenfed by a no-

was named plenipotentiary to the

fa,mous congreis of Utrecht ; it

muft be remarked that he was at

that time named, at Rome, cardi-

nal ifz pcitOt and, though all the

people knew who he was, he did

not appear as an ecclefiallic, either

in drefs or title : his drefs was fe-

cular, and he was called the Compts
de Polignac. It was in this fitua-

tion of an incognito, that he was

prefent at all the negociations of

Utrecht, to the moment of figning

the treaty ; he then declared it was

not poffible for him to fign the ex-

clufion of a monarch from his throne,

to whom he was indebted for the

cardinal's hat ; he withdrew, and
came to enjoy, at the court of

France, the honours of the cardi-

nallhip.

* The name of an ecclefiaftical court at Rome, compofed of twelve prelates, one
pf whom muft be a German, another a Frenchman, and n.vo of them Spaniards

;

the other eight are Italians, three of whom muft be Romsns, and the remaining five,

a Bolognefe, a Ferraran, a Milanefe, a Venetian, and a Tufcan.
This is one of the moft augiift tribunals in Rome, and takes cognizance, by ap-

peal, of all fuits in the territory of tlie chvirch 5 as alfo, of ail m.atters beneficiary and
patrimonial. Translator.

The
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The new political fyftem which

was adopted, after the death of

Lewis XIV. exiled him to his abby

of Anchin, ia Flanders. Thele

good Flemifh monks trembled to

fee him arrive in their monallcry j

but they were afflifted even to de-

fpair when he left them, after the

death of the cardinal Dubois and of

the regent. They were not capable

of appreciating his wit, nor of un-

derllanding his erudition ; but they

had found him mild and amiable,

and fo far from plundering them,

he embellifhed their church, and

)-e-e(labli(hed their houfe.

He was obliged to return to Rome
at the death of Clement XI. and he

afiifted at the conclaves wherein In-

nocent XIII. Benoit XIII. and Cle-

ment XII. were eledted. During

th-e two firft pontificates lie was

charged with the affairs of France

at that court. This city was ever

the linell theatre of his glory : one

w®uld have thought its ancient

grandeur entered with him into the

capital. On his part, when he re-

turned, he appeared charged with

the fpoils of Rome, fubdued by his

wit and eloquence ; and it may li-

terally be faid, that, in his lall jour-

ney, he tranfported a part of ancient

Rome to Paris, by placing in his

hotel a colleftion of antique ftatues

and monuments taken from the pa-

laces of the firll emperors.

I cannot fee the cardinal de Po-

lignac without recoilefting all he

has done and learned for fixty years

pall ; I remain as it were in ecllafy,

when near him, and in the greaiell

admiration of every thing he fays.

It is obferved that his manner is

become old as '.veil as his perlon ; it

is true th:U his tone has outlived the

mode. But is it not becaufe we
have abfolutely loll the habitude of

hearing the language of fcience and

erudiion, that the cardinal begins

to be lirefome to us ? for, otherwife,

nobody treats thefe matters with

lefs pedantry than he does : if he
quotes, it is always a-propcs, be-

cauCe, having a prodigious memory,
it furnifhes him with what is neccf-

fary to fupport converfation in every

point, let the fubjeft be what it

may. For my part, who have fi-

niihed my ftudies, but who have yet

a great deal to learn, I declare I

never received more agreeable lef-

fons than thofe he gives in con-

verfation.

Being a good deal taken up about

the cardinal, I have juft read his

difcourfe of admiffion at the Aca-
demy Francoife, in 1704. Nothing
can be more elegant and noble

;

and this immenfe colleflion, begun
almoil an hundred years ago, con-

tains no difcourfe equal to his : it is

the mod: perfeft model for thofe

who have a like tafk to fulfil, ob-
ferving always that the academi-

cian, whom they fucceed, and the

circumllances in which this king-

dom is, at the time they fpeak, may
infinitely incrcafe the difficulties of

it. The abby de Polignac had dif-

ficulties to encounter, but he eot

over them in iuch a manner as gain-

ed him univerfal applaule ; and,

had it beca cuitomary at iha: time,

the academy would have rung with

their plaudits.

I'he cardinal has a pupil and
friend, thirty years younger than

himlelf, who, conl'equently, cannot

be reproached with having manners
different from the faihion : this is

the abby de Rothelin. He his a

good deal of wit, a flrong numorv,
and much knowledge, but not fo

evtenfivc as tiiat of the cardinal ; he

fpcnt with him feveral years at Rome,
and
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and has been twice his conclavift.

There he faw what honour erudition

conferred on the cardinal; hesen-

deavoured to tread in his fteps, and

is become, like him, a member of

the Academy Francoife, and hono-

rary of that, des Injcriptior.s and des

Belles Lettres. But his eloquence

is neither io natural or noble, as

that of his mafter. He has more
vivacity in converfation, which

fparkles with more llrokes of wit

;

he has, perhaps, received more from

nature than the cardinal, but he

does not knov/ how to employ fo

well what was acquired from others,

nor to reap the fruit of his ftudies.

The cardinal has undertaken a

Latin poem, which he intiiles

Anti-Lucrelius, and is a refutation

of the fyftem of materialifts. He
recites paffages from it to perfons

whom he thinks capable of judging

of their merit ; and his eminence

has done me the honour to repeat

feveral of them.

They are admirable paintings

and deicriptions. If one knows the

Latin ever fo little, and remembers

the authors of the Auguihn age, he

would imagine that he read them

over again by hearing thele paf-

fages. But a poem againil Lucre-

tius, of equal length with the origi-

nal, and divided into nine books,

requires the life of a man to carry

it to perfedion. The cardinal be-

gan too late, and cannot flatter

himfeif with the hope of living to

finifn it. It is faid he means to

charge the abby de Rothelin with

this tafk, who, from vanity, will

not refufe it, and will think it an

honour to put the work of his re-

fpe£lable friend in a ftate to appear

before the public. But, to this

end, the aid of fome able profeilor

of the univerfity will be neceffary
;

the abby will never accomplilb it of

GISTER, 1789.

himfeif. Moreover, when the An-
ti-Lucretius appears, it will un-

doubtedly do honour to the cardi-

nal's abilities, as well a', the ab-

by 's, and even thofe perfons who
fhall have aflifled him in finifhing

it. But who, at prefent, will read

a Latin poem entirely philofophical,

of five or fix thoufand lines? Scarce-

ly v.ould a tranflation of it, in

profe or v&xiz, be turned over.

Greek is entirely forgotten ; it is

to be feared the Latin will foon be

fo, and that the cardinal de Polig-

nac, the abby de Rothelin, and a

certain M. le Beau, coming up in

the univerfity, will be called thelajl

of the Romans. Even the Jefuits

begin to neglefl Latin ; they find

it more eafy to write 'n French ;

this gains them more honour and
profit.

The figure of the cardinal and

that of the abby are Hill more dif-

ferent than their turn of mind.

That of the firft is elegant and no-

ble, and announces what he is, and
has been. Ifwe were to paint from

idea a great prelate, a learned car-

dinal, a wife and worthy ambalfa-

dor, a famous Roman orator, we
fliould leize the features of the car-

dinal de Polignac. The abby de

Rothelin has, on the contrary, a fine

and fenfible countenance, but ap-

pears to have delicate lungs ; his

figure is agreeable, but quite mo-
dern ; that of the cardinal is, at

prefent, a beautiful and precious

antique."

Chara£ler of Fontenelle, Montef-

quieu, and Henault.

—

From the

Jame.

" T F I have received fome re-

\ proaches upon my pretended

indifference for people with whom
1 live



CHARACTERS.
I live habitually, three of them de-

ferve many more, and i do not efteem

them lefs on this account— their

names are well known in the world,

fince the firft is M. de Fontenelle,

the fecond the prefident de IVIon-

tefqujeu, and the third, the prefi-

dent Henault, The firll is charged

with and convided of a kind of

apathy, perhaps blameable with re-

fpecl to others, but excellent for his

own prefervation ; being taken up

with himfelf only, and amiable

enough to make others concerned

for his welfare, he has by managing

his weak and delicate conftitution,

always indulging his eafe, pufh.d

his career to eig.ity years of age,

with the pleafing hope of leeing the

whole revolution of the century.

Each year gives him a new degree

of merit, and adds to the intereft

his friends have in his exiftence.

They look upon him as one of thofe

mafler pieces of art, carefully and

delicately wrought, and precioufly

preferved, becaufe it is impofiible

to make their equal. He makes us

not only recoiled the brilliant age

of Lewis XIV. the end of which

fome of us faw, but alfo the wit of

Buiferade, Saint-Evremont, Scu-

dery, and the tone of the hotel de

Rambouillet, the air of which we
may believe he has breathed upon
the fpot. Ke has tliis tone, but

foftened, improved, and adapted to

the prefent age, lefs obfcure and

pedantic than that of the Beaux-
Efprits, which founded the Acade-

my ; lefs finical than that of Julie

d'Augennes, and his mother. His

converfation is highly agreeable,

mixed with fentiments lefs refined

than ftriking, and with pleafing

anecdotes, without being fatirical,

becaufe they never relate but to lite-

rature or gallantry, and fociety.

I r

All his tales are (hort, and for this

reafon more ftriking ; they finilh

by foraething witty, which is a ne-

celTary condition of fuch narratives.

The eulogiums which he pronounces
at the Academy of Sciences, have
in them the fame fpirit as his con-
verfation ; they are ccnfcquently

delightful; but 1 do not know if his

manner ot prefenting them be fucli

a one as he ought to make ufe of:

he attaches himfelf to the perfonsof

academicians, ftrives to charadte-

rife, to paint them ; even enters

into details of their private life ;

and as he is an agreeable painter,

his portraits are admired : but might
not fome of them be compared to

fine engravings, found at the head
of the works of certain heroes ? they

prefent us with their phyfiognoniy,

but leave us with a wifh that they

had done fomeching more.

It feems to me that the eulogium
of an academician, flioidd be the

extradl or crayon only of his aca-
demical works. It may be objeft-

ed to this, that there are academi-
cians whofe works and talents fur-

nifli not matter of great eulogium :

but on one hand, even the barren-

nefs or refufal of eulogiums, is one
means ot preventing the Academy
from admitting fubjedts incapable

of doing it much honour : on the
other, the protedjon which thofe

who are honorary members only,

have granted to the fciences, the

favours they have procured for the

learned, may be advantageoufly
fpoken of in their behalf, and ac

lealt their zeal applauded.— It muil,
however, be agreed, that Fonte-
nelle in artfully paifing over the
drynefs of matters to which thofe

who were the fubjefts of his en-
comium applied themfelves, fays

generally what is neceflary, Jt is

to
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to be feared, his fuccefTors and imi-

tiiors will find it eafieft to fpeak

but little upun the fubjed, other-

wiH; they will fail in it entirely.

To return to the perfonaliry

of Fontenelle, we know he loves

rothing to a great degree ; but

I pardon him his indifference,

and Icve him better on account of

it ; we love him for himfelf only,

without requiring a return or being

flattered by it.—We may fay of

him what Madanne dc Dcffant faid

cf her cat

—

" I love her exceed

r

*' iiigly, becanfe fhe is the moll
" amiable creature in the world ;

" but I trouble myfelf little about
** the degree of alieclion fhe has for

*' me : I ihould be very lorry to lofe

*• her, becaufe I feel that I manage
" and perpetuate my pleafures, by
" employing my cares to prolong
*' her exiiiencc."

The prefident de Wontefquieu

is not lo old as Fontenelle. but has

full as much wit, although of quite

another kind—it feems as if more

ought to be cxpeifted in fociety from

the prefident, becaufe he is more

lively, even appears more adive,

more hUceptible of enthufiafm. At
bottom, thefe two minds are temper-

ed alike ; Monttfquieu never makes

himfelf uneaiy for any body, he has

20 ambition on his own account;

he readf, travels, 'and gathers know-

ledge ; at length he writes, and

fo'eiy for his pleafure. Being a

man of great ien(e, he makes an

agreeable ufe of what ' he knows,

but there is more wit in his books

than in his converfation, becaufe he

is never anxious to (bine in it. Pie

has preferved t're Gafcon accent,

which he has from his country

(BoardeaiiA; and thinks it in feme

meafure beneath iiim to ftrive to
get rid of it. He is careiefs in his

ilyle, which is more ingenious and
fometimes more nervous than pure;
there is no order nor method in his

works, which are for this reafoa

more brilliant than inilrudive. He
had an early tafte for a kind of
bold phiiofophy, v/hich he has com-
bined with French gniety and levity,

and which has made his Lettres Per-

fannes truiy a delightful work. But
if on one hand, this book has been
much admired, it has on the other,

been jullly complained of; there

are paflages which a man of wit

may eaiily conceive, but fuch as a
prudent man ought never to let ap-
pear in print : thefe paflages have,

notwithRaiulmg, eUabiifhcd the re-

putation of the book and the author.

He vvould not have been of the Aca-
demy without this work, which
ought to have excluded him from
it. The cardinal de Fleury, fo

prudent in other refpcfts, Ihewed on
this oc'cafion a pufillariimity which
may be attended with great con-
fequences. The prefident refigned

his employment, ;hat his non-refir

dence at Paris might not be an ob-
jefiton to his being received a
raem.berof the Academy. His pre-

text was, that he was going to ap-
ply himfelf to a great work upon
the fpirit of laws. The prefident

Henauit, on quitting his employ,
gave the fame rcafon. Thefe gen-
tlemen were rallied by their friends,

who told them, " They quitted
" their profeffions in order to learn
" it."

The .^r.5l is, Montefquieu wifhed

to navel, to make philofophical re-

marks upon men and nations, al-

ready known by his Lettres Per-

fanncs : he was warmlv received in

Germany, England and Italy. Wc
do
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do not know the whole extent of the

obfcrv'Htions and reflexions he m.ide

in different countries.—Since his

return, he has publifhed but one

work, printed in 17341 intitled,

Confiderations fur les caufes de la

grandeur et de la decadence des Ro-

jnalns. In this work he appears

Kiore fenfible, enlightened and re-

ferved than in his Lcttres Pcrfannes,

the matter keeps him from wan-
dering. It is faid, he is preparing

to publlfh his great work upon the

fpirit of laws : J know already

fome parts of it, which, fupporied

by the reputation of the author,

cannot but augment its credit ; but

I fear the whole will not have this

effefl, and that there will be more
agreeable chapters to read, more
ingenious and feduclng ideas, than

true and ufcful inIlru6\ions upon the

manner in which we ought to digert

and underftand the laws. ]t is,

however, a book which has been,

and iVdl is greatly wanted, although

much has been written upon the

fubjeft.

We have good inftlcutes of the

Roman civil laws ; we have toler-

able ones in the French laws ; but

we have none publilhed of general,

or univerfal ones. We have no

Efprit des Loix, and I doubt much
of our friend Montefquieu's giving

us one which will ferve as a guide

and compafs to all the legiflators of

the world. I know him to have all

poffible art ; he has acquired vail

knowledge in his travels, and in

his retreats to the country ; but I

predict once more, that he will not

give vis the bock w-e want, although

there will be found, in what he is

compofing, many profound idcis,

new thoughts, llriklng images, fil-

lies of wit and genius, and an infi-

nity of curious facb, whole appli-

cation fuppoies dill more tade thaa

Itudy.

I now return to the charaifler he

bears in fociety ;
great miJdnefs

and gaiety, a perfetfl equality, aa
air of fimplicity and good- nature,

which, confidering the reputation

he has already acquired, is a pecu-

liar merit. He is fometimes abfent,

and llrckes of nai-vete efcape him,

which make him appear more ami-

able, as they form a contrail with

his acknowledged wit. I forgot to

fpeak of his little poem in profc in

the Grecian tafte, intitled Le Tem^
pie de Guide. I know not if the

reputation of the prefident gained

by his Lcttres Ferfanms, has not

contributed to make this trifle

efteemed above its merit : it con-

tains much wit, fometimes grace

and voluptuoufnefs, whofe touches

in fome places are rather llrong,

and there reigns a kind of philofo-

phical obfervation, which charac-

terifes the author, but it is different

from thofe of his other works.

—

Fontenelie certainly could not have

written hes confiderations fur les Ro-
rnains ; but Le Temple de Guide would

have been better conllrudled by hira

than by Montelquicu.

I will not oppofe the gallantry

of the prefident to that of Fonte-

nelie, becaufe Montefquicu had
none : he writes little or no poetry,

but he is found amiable in ibciety,

independent of gallantry and poe-
try, Fontenelie hus, on the con-

trary, need of thefe relourcc* ; the

gracefulnefs and manner in which

he delivers that which from the

mouth of any other man would be
infipid, make his fcience and eru-

dition appear toadvantage,akhoug]i

they are perhaps not very profound.

The
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The prefident Renault will not

perhaps hold fo diftinguifhcd a

place in the temple of memory as

the two others, but I find he de-
ferves to be preferred to them both
in iociety : he is younger than Fon-
tenelle, and lefs troublefome, be-

caufe he requires lefs complaifance
a;id attention ; he is on the con-
trary, very complaifant himfclf, in

the moll fimple, and at the fame time
elegant manner. This virtue feems
to colt him nothing ; for which rea-

I'on there are people unjuft enough
to believe him indifcriminate and
prodigal in the ufe of it ; but thole

who know him well and are near to

him perceive that he knows how to

diliinguiih
J and that a found judg-

ment and great knowledge prefide at

the diftribution. Kis charafter, efpe-

cially when he was young, appeared
formed to fucceed with women ; he
had wit, grace, delicacy and refine-

ment—he cultivated fuccefsfully mu-
fic, poetr)', and light literature ;

his mufic was not of a profound

compofition, but agreeable— his

poetry was not fublime ; however,
he undertook a tragedy; it is weak,
but neither ridiculous nor tirefome.

His other poetry is like that of Fon-
tenelle, harmonious and witty ; his

profe, eafy and flowing ; his elo-

quence is neither mafculine nor fub-

lime, although he gained premiums
at the Academie Francoife, thirty

years ago. It is never ftrong or

elevated, dull or infipid : he was
fometime father of the oratory, and
has contrafted in that fociety a talle

for (ludy, and acquired fome erudi-

tion ; but this without the leal! pe-

dantry. I have been affured, tnat in

a court of judicature, he was a good
judge, without having a pertedt

knowledge of the laws, becaufe he

has an upright mind and a found

judgment. He never had magifie-

rial haughtinefs, nor the vulgarity

of the limbs of the law. He does

not pride himfelf upon his birth or

illuitrious titles : he is rich enough
to be independent, and in this

happy fituation, ufing no preten-

fions, he wifely places himfelf be-

low infolence, and above meannefs.

There are women of fufficient con-

fideration, who have overlooked his

want of birth, even of perfonal ad-

vantajres and vi;'our. He has ever

conduced himfelf on thete occafiorrs

with modelly, never carrying his

pretenfions too far ; nothing was
ever required of him which was
improper he fhould do,—at fifty

years of age, he declared he would
confine himfelf to a iludious and
devout life ; he made a general

confeflion of all his fins, and it was

on this occafion he permitted him-
felf the following pleafantry, " we
•' are never fo rich as when we
" remove." His devotion is as

^'[tt from fanaticifm, perfecution,

fournefs and intrigue, as his ftudies

are from pedantry.—He applies

himfelf to compofe an Abr'rge Chro-

nologiqiie of our hiftory, which will

have the merit of an exa(5l chrono-

logy, well compofed tables, and a

fummary of fads methodically ar-

rat ged, and yet without being dry,

fierile, infipid, or tirefome. We may
not only feek and find therein every

thing neceffary to fix in our minds
the principal epochas of our hif-

tory ; but we fiiall be able to read

with pleafure this abridgment
from beginning to end ; the author

having prepared for the reader red-

ing places, it 1 may be allowed the

exprefiion, in the long route he has

to get through. i he moft intereil-

ing fadls will be related with clear-

nefs and precifion, and particular

remarks
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remarks will determine at each

epocha, what were then our man-
ners and principles : finally, this

book, excellent in itfelf, will ferve

as a model, according to which many
other good and ufeful booki may be

compoled. There is reafon to be-

lieve, that all the different hiftories

will foon be written in the lame

manner, and that this firft work will

be the bails of a new and inilru<ftive

kind. I agree, neverthelefs, that

the literary reputation of the preli-

dent Renault, will never equal that

of Fontenelle or Montefquieu ; but

I am of opinion, that his only work

v.'ill be more ufeful than all theirs

;

becaufe it will open a new career

to the progrefs of fcience ; vvhilll

the others, will only produce bad

imitation?, who will go allray, in

endeavouring to tread in their Iteps.

But to reduce to a few words the

charaifler of the prefident Henauit :

—he is accommodating without de-

ceit {"rrtild without infipidity ;

officioas without intereft or ambi-

tflon ; complaifant without mean-
neis ; a good friend, without enthu-

fiafm or prejudice ; in fhort, he is as

perreft a model in fociety as his

book is in its kind."

Character of Sidi Mahomet, the

reigning Emperor of Morocco—
Tranjlatcdfrom the French of M.
Chenier.

*• OIDI Mahomet, endowed with

i3 penetration and judgment.

would have been fufceptible of all

the high qualities neccffary to go-
vern men, had education brought
to perfeftion thole gifts which na-
ture had bertowed. His age is

fomewhere about feventy-fix *, his

height five feet eight inches, his

fyminetry tolerable ; he fquints a
little, which gives his afped fome
feverity ; his conllitution oeing na-
turally Itrong, and his mode of life

fober and frugal, his body is be-
come very capable of fupporting the
fatigue of a life fo laborious as the

government of this empire requires.

He is tolerably eafy of accefs ; fo-

reigners he receives with politenefs,

and converfes with them willingly;

but the cool or warm reception he
gives, alike, are directed by fome
motive of perfonal intereft. His
favour is not conilant, but varies

according as fuch like interefted

feiifations vary.

However marked the attachment
of Sidi Mahomet to riches may have
been, he has fcldom employed thofe

means, for the accumulation of
them, which violence or cruelty

might have fuggelled. This empe'-
ror will not leavs fo rich a treafury

at his deceafe as his love for ceco-

nomy might forebode, and that be-
caufe his reign has been expofed to

heavy expenccs ; his empire, gra-
dually exhauited, has no longer in
itfelf the fame rcfources. Inde-
pendent of the h?avy fums expend-
ed on the fiege of Mazagan, that

of Melilla, and the maintenance of

• It is not cuftomary among the Moors to regifter the birth of children, not
even that of princes ; their age is remembered by certain accidents, or events, which
the parents commit to memorj'. A Maor very naturally fays, he was bom in tlie

dry fummer, the wet winter, or mentions any other finiilar accident.
The reigning emperor was at Mecca, in 1727, when Mulcy Ilhmael died j ha

was not tlien mairicJ, and, as he has alwayo perfectly remembered this journev, it

may well be fuppofcJ he was at that time about fixteen'or eighteen, and that he muft
have been born in or near the year 1710. This is the mode I have taken to calcu-
la^s his age, in which I am cor.ty-med by the cldcft people ic :!-.c country-.

his
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his forces, Sidi Mahomet has alio

built tcwns and fortrefles, mofques,

and public markeis, exclufive ot his

palaces, which he has embellifhed.

He likewife purchafed in Malta and

the Italian ftates, numerous Maho-
metan flaves, in 1782, the greateft

part of whom were not his fubjefts ;

and he has further fent to L'onftan-

tinople, in 1784, more than four

niillioa of livres (or a hundred and

fixty-fix thoufand pounds) which it

is fuppofed he, out cf refpedl to his

religion, either appropriated to the

temple of Mecca, or the defence of

the Ottoman empire, for which,

knowing the ambition of its neigh-

bours, he feeras to have fome

fears.

Covetous as he appears to have

been of wealth, Sidi Mahomet will

leave little to poiterity, except thefe

monuments of his devotion, his

charity, and his precaution. More
humane, more acceffible, and lefs

exigent than his anceftors, Sidi Ma-
homet has ever treated the Chrif-

tians, v/hom the fate of war has put

into his power, wiih compalTion, and

on fome among them he has be-

llowed marks of his confidence.

After the taking of Mazagan, he

fent thirty-eight Haves to the grand

mailer of the knights of Malta,

who were lubjefts of the grand

duke of Tufcany, and the grand

mailer returned a like number of

Moors.
Quick and penetrating, this em-

peror has often made very juft ob-

fervations on the characters of na-

tions,, judging by the Haves whom
he had in his pofTeffion, and who

happened to be about his perfon.

Perceiving liow adlive the French

were in their labours, he chofe them

in preference for the execution of

.any fudden projeft j obfsrving, at

the fame time, that they were rel-

iefs and turbulent, he held it ne-

ceffary they Ihould be employed,

that they might neither quarrel

among themfelves nor with the

other llaves. It cannot be faid that,

under his government, flaves have

been worked to excefs ; it will like-

wife be perceived, that monarchs,

who number the ranfom of flaves as

one part of their revenues, have aa
intercil in their prefervation.

During thirty years that Sidi Ma-
homet has fat on the throne, his

reign has been happy. It would be

raffi to prophefy what fhall happen
after his death : although it be true

that fimilar caufes will produce

fimilar eiFecls, we mull not always

judge of the future by the pall; the

fmallell difference of circumllances,

either in the times, or the charaderj

of thofe men who head infurredlions,

v'ill change the Hate of things, and
decide on the deftiny of nations.

Neverthelefs, when wa behold in

Morocco a multitude of princes,

each defirous of governing, each

having nearly an equal claim to

govern, it fliould feem that like dif-

ientions may well again be feared,

and like revolutions to thoie which,

under preceding reigns, fo often

have rent this empire.

The fucceflion is not fixed in Mo-
rocco, cither by law or cullom, but

depends entirely on concurring ac-

cidents. It is well underftood, a-

mong the Moors, that the eldell fon

ought to inherit the crown, becaufe

that his experience renders him the

moil proper to govern ; but, as

there is no determinate law on this

head, and as v'.iere is neither divan

nor council in the empire to deli-

berate on affairs of ftate, the elec-

tion of the emper:r depends entirely

on chance, on th';,chara6ler of the

candidates^
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candidates, the opinion of the peo-

ple, the infliit-nce of the foldiery, the

fupport of the provinces, and moll

particularly on the pofleflion of the

treafury. He who has money may
have loldiers, and he who has fol-

dicrs can make hinife If feared.

We have fcen that, under Mulcy
Abdallah, one province and oae

fadtion would eleifl: this fovereign,

another that ; and like anarchy may
well be expeded, whenever there

are a great number of candidates

for the throne ; at leaft, unlefs the

governors of provinces fiiould all

unite to proteiSt one alone. This is

a thing moll difficult to be accom-
plilhc'd, among the Moors, where
men do nothing, and where Provi-

dence regulates all.

Of ten or twelve male children,

to whom the emperor is father, there

are feveral who are capable of go-

vernment ; nor can I doubt but

that, informed as they muft be of

former revolutions, they all afpire

with equal confidence to that crown
to which birth, the voice of the

people, or a concatenation of inci-

d::'»ts, may give each an equal

j-i.^ht."

&/»/^ Account of the Drefs and Man-
ners of the Women of the Cities of
Morocco.

—

From thefume.

•* '
I

""HE Moorifh women feldom

X leave the houfe, and always

veiled. The old very carefully hide

their faces, but the young and hand-

fome are fomcwhat more indulgent
;

that is to fay, toward foreigners, for

they arc exceedingly cautious with

the Moors. Being veiled, their

hulbands do not know them in the

ftreet, and it is even impolite to

endeavour to fee the faces of the

Vol. XXXI.

women who pafs, fodifi-'erent arc the

manners and cuftoms of nations.

There are very fine women found
among the Moors, elpecially up the

country; thofe of the northern parts

by no means poflefs the fame degree
of grace and beauty ; it would be
difficult to give any phyfical reafon

for thi* difference : tranfmigrations

have continually happened among
the different tribes of the empire,
of whofe defcent and origin we are

ignorant. Thefe tribes marry only
with thofe of their own tribe, by
which they are preferved without

intermixture.

As females in warm countries

fooner arrive at puberty, they are

alfo fooner old ; and this, perhaps,

may be the reafon why pohgamy
has been generally adopted in fuch

climates. Women there fooner lofe

the charms of youth, while men Hill

preferve their pailions, and the pow-
ers of nature.

The Moorifh women are not in

general very leferved. Climate has
a vaft influence on the temperament
of the body ; and licentioufnefs is

there more general and lefs retrain-

ed, though, as in other places, its

diforderly plcafures incur its at-

tendant pains ; not but that thedif-

eafe attending illicit amours is lefs

poifonous, and Hewer in its opera-
tions, among the Moors, than in

Europe, becaufe of the heat of the

climate, and the great temperance
of their mode of living.

The women of the fouth are in

general the handfomefl, and are faid

to be fo referved, or fo guarded,
that their very relations do not enter

their houfes, nor their tents. Yet^
fuch is the contradidory cullom of
nations, that there are tribes, in

thefe fame provinces, among v.hom
it is held to be an aft of hofpitality

C to
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to prefent a woman to a trav eller.

It may be, thert are women who
dedicate thejnlelves to this fpecies

of devotion as to an atX of benevo-

lence, for it is impoluble to defcribe

all the varieties of opinion among
men, or the whims to which the hu-

man fancy is fubjed.

The Moorilh women who live in

cities are, as in other nations, more
addicled to fhew and finery in diefs

than thofe of the country ; but, as

they generally leave the houfe only

one day in the week, they feldom

drcjs themfelves. Not allowed ;o

receive male vifuors, they remain

in their hoiifes employed in their

families, and fo totally in didiabille,

that they often wear only a fliilt,

and anoth'ir coarfer fhift over the

firft, tied round their waiit, with

their hair plaited, and fometimes.

with, tlioug^i often without a cap.

When drelfsd, they wear an am-
ple and fine linen fhift, the bofom
embroidered in gold ; a rich caftan

of cloth, fluff, or velvet, worked in

gold ; and one or two folds of

gauze, ftreaked with gold and filk,

round the head, and tied behind fo

as that the fringes, intermingled

with their treffes, delcend as low as

the waift ; to which fome add a rib-

band of about two inches broad,

worked in gold or pearls, that en-

circles the forehead in form of a

diadem. Their caftan is bound
round their waill by a criitfon velvet

girdle, embroidered in gold, with

a buckle of gold or filver, or elfe a

girdle of tamb&ured i'uff, manufac-

tured at Fez.

The women have yellow flippers,

and a cuftom of wearing a kind of

flocking of fine cloth fomewhat large,

which is tied below the knee and at

the ancle, over which it falls in

folds. This ftycliing is lefs calca-

GISTER, 1789.

lated to fl^ew what we call a hand-
fomf. leg,, ihan to make it appear

thick ; for io be fat is- one oi the

rules of beauty among ihe Moojifh,

women. fo ob.ain this quality,

thsy take infinite pains, feed when
they become nubile on a diet fome-

whiii like forced- m -at balls, a cer-

tain quantity oi which ii given them
daily ; and, in fine, the fame care

is taken among the M lors to fatten

young women, as is in Europe to

facte fowls. The reafon of a cuf-

toin like this may be found in the

nature of the climate, and the qua-

lity of the aliments, which make the

people naturally meag r. Our (len-

der waiits and fine-turned ancles

would be imperfefticns in this part

of Africa, and, perhaps, over all that

q^uarter of the globe ; fo great is the

contraft of talle, and fo various the

prejudices of nations.

The Moors prefent their wives

with jewels of gold, filver, or pearl,

but very few wear precious ftones ;

this is a luxury, of which they have
little knowledge. They have rings

in filver or gold, alfo earrings in

the form of a crefcent, five inches in

circumference, and as thick as the

end of the little finger. They firft

pierce their ears, and introduce a

fniall roll of paper, which they daily

increafe in thicknefs, till at length

they infert the kernel of the date,

which is equal in fize to the ear-ring.

They wear bracelets in gold and
folid filver, and filver rings at the

bottom of their legs, fome of which

I have feen confiderably heavy.

There are youths among the fharifs,

or nobility, v,'ho wear at one ear a

gold or filver ring from four to five

inches in circumference ; but this

cullom '"• more general among the

bla s belonging to people of

feme uuuudien.
All
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which; particularly in France, is be-

come fo vafl an object, more bur-

thenlome, perhaps, than uieful, of

indullrv av^fl intercourfe."

All thefe trinkets, which the wo-

men are exceedingly delirous to ob-

tain, were originally figns of flavery,

which men, to render its yoke

more fuiter.ble, have thus infenfibly

changed to ornaments. Europe re-

ceived fuch tokens of dependence

from Afia, embellifhed them with all

the riches of nature, and the deco-

rations of art, till at length ear-rings

and bracelets, firil: worn as badges

of fcrvitude, are now become the

paraphernalia of the empire of

beauty.

rhe ufe of white paint is un-

known among the Moorifh women,

and that of red but little. It is

much more common to fee them dye

their eyebrows and eyelalhes ; which

dye does not add to the beauty of

the countenance, but confiderably to

the fire of the eyes. They trace

regular figures with henna, of a

faffron colour, on their feet, the

palm of the hand, and the tip of

their lingers.

On their vifiting day, they wrap

themfelves in a clean fine haick,

which comes over the head, and

furrounds the face fo as to let them

fee without being feen. When they

travel, they wear ilraw hats to keep

off the fun, and in fome parts of the

empire the women wear hats on

their vifits, which is a falliion pe-

culiar to the tribes coming from the

fouth, who have preferved their cuf-

toms, for the Moors do not change

niodes they have once adopted *

.

They are in no wife fufceptible of

that continual change of falhion io

Iludied and fo rapid in Europe, and

* The hat is common to men and women among the Mnors who travel, and the

wftom of wearing it came from Africa to Europe. The Spaniards, bccaule of the

heat of dieii- climate, full, as much as tl.cy can, wear it flapped, and have called it

fombrera, or ftiady. The French ^^ve it the name of chappeau, became it iuppl.cd

the ufe of the cape or hood of their ancient drcls, whish tliey called chupcl.

C 2 tenure

A general Vieiu of the CbaraEler of

the Chlnefe.

—

Frorn the Traujla-

tion of Abbe Grofier's Dejcription

of China.

NE muft have been cotem-

_ porary with the ancient

Chinefe, to be able to fpeak with

any certainty of their primitive

character. That which thev have

at prefent, has been acquired, it is

the fruit of long difcipline. and of

four thoufand years habitude. Mon-
taigne has faid, that cultom becomes

a fecond nature ; it is at leaft cer-

tain, that it impairs and greatly

corrupts the firft. The following

we confider as a ftriking example.

If we take a furvey of all the dif-

ferent provinces of France, we fhall

find in each particular, features and

marks of charafter, which diftin-

guifh their various inhabitants, and

which even point out their difference

of origin. It would be in vain to

expect any information of this kind

from rank or dignity. If, in the

like manner, we call our eye over

the Chinefe empire, a perfe^ uni-

formity will be obferved in the whole,

and all will appear to have been

calf in the fame mould Hence it

happens that the Chinefe, in gene-

ral, are a mild and aiTable people ;

polite even to excefs ; circumfpsct

in all their aftions, and always at-
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tciuive to weigh the confequences

ot every thing they arc about to at-

tempt ; more careful not to expoie

their prudence to danger, than to

preferve their reputation ; as lulpi-

cious of" ilrangers, as they are ready

to lake advantage of them ; too

much prepofTciTed with a notien of

their own importance, to be fenfible

of their detecls, and entertaining too

high ideas of their own knowledge,
to feek for ir.ftruftion from others.

Wemuilconiiiler this nation as an an-

cient monument, refpedable by its

duration ; admirable in fome of its

pares, defeftive in others ; the im-
mutable liability cf which has, how-
ever, been atteiled by a duration of

four thoufand years.

This bafe, lb folid, is fupported

by one fingle pillar ; that progref-

Cve fubmillion, which rifes gradu-

ally from the bofom of a family,

even to the throne. In other re-

fpecls, the Chinefe have their paf-

fions and caprices, which even the

law does not always attempt to re-

prefs. They are naturally litigious,

and in China, as well as in other

countries, a man may,if ke chooies,

ruin himielfby too often givln|r em-
ployment to the tribunals. They are

fond of money, and what in F' ranee

or England would be accounted u-

I'ury, is only a retribution, autho-

rifed in China. A Chinefe is vin-

diclive, though not t'ond of puriuing

violent means to fatiate his revenge
;

thefe are prohibited^ but he gene-
rally gains his end by craftincfs or

ftratagem, and confequently with

impunity. Great crimes are very
uncommon among th.e Chinefe, vices

much lefs fo, and the law neither

fearches after nor punifnes them,
but wken they oftend againlt, and
violate public decency.

The manners of the Tartars,

whofubdued China, diiFer confider-

ably from thole of the conquered

nation. They have borrov.-cd its

cuilonis, but they Hill retain their

original charafter. A Tartar ij

obliging and liberal, an enemy to

every fpecies of dilhmulationi and

more defirous of enjoying his for-

tune than of increaling it. In all

affairs, even in thofe of the cabi-

net, he difcovers a penetration and

acutenels which greatly ItfTen their

diHiculties ; and in tranfadions of

fmaller moment, he difplays that

expeditious adlivity which may be

juftly called the i'oul of bufinefs.

Kis ready and quick judgment ac-

compliflies its purpofe better, and

more in fcafon, than the profound

and How meditation of the Chinefe.

In a word, the fuperiority which the

Tartars have over the Chinefe in

point of arms, is not the only thing

which dillinguifhes them ; they can

even difpute the prize with them ia

other refpeds.

But if we are defirous of finding,

among the Chinefe, opennefs of

temper, benevolence, friendfhip,

and, laftly, virtue, we mufl not feek

for it in cities, but in the bofom of

the country, among that clafs of men
who have devoted themfelves to la-

bour and agriculture. A Chinefe

ruftic often difcovers moral qualities,

which would add a lultre to the cha-

rafter of men of the moll exalted

rank. It appears that rural life

naturally infpires fentiments of be-

nevolence ; by continually receiv-

ing the gifts of nature, the mind

is enlarged, and men are infenlibly

accuftomed to difl^"ufe them to thofe

around them. In ihort, one muil

have very little knowledge of the

Chinefe annals, to be ignorant that

China has produced great men of

every kind, and taken from all claf-

fes.
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fcs. Thefc people, indeed, fuch

as they exilt at preient, are, to ever^

other nation of the earth, the moll

curious monument that has been

handed down to us by the remoteft

antiquity."

Oh/er-vatlons on the CharaBer and
National Tafte of the French.—
From Lettenfrom Barbary, France,

Spain, Portugal, i^c. By an
Englijh Officer.

" ^g~^0 draw the French charac-

Jl ter with the juftice and
precifion I could wilh, would re-

quire more penetration and labour

than I can claim, or have leifure to

bellow. I mean to give you only a

few of the ftrilcing features as I pafs,

and to deal more in blemilhes than

in beauties.

When we travellers can be honefl

enough to give you things as they

flrike us at fight, I fear that the

faults will always Hand firft. The
foibles and defedls of this people

muft make the firft and llrongeft

impreflion. I believe there is no

great danger of the two nations foon

becoming very fond of each other.

The one values itfelf on the kinds

of merit which are neither elteemed

nor wanted by the other. The French

muft defpife the Englifh folid i'enk,

and independent fpirit, perhaps as

much as we do their efprit, graces,

agranents. They muft diflike our

fuilen, proud, awkward manner, as

much as we do their conceit, vanity,

—leur manieres a-i;atitageufesy Pen-vie

de fefaire valoir, hur fatiiite, S<cc. It

requires fome time to difcover,

through their politenefs, how much
they didike us.

Yet, if it were not for a war now
and then, I (hould fear our aflimi-

lating too much towards thefe our

agreeable neighbours, and our meet-
ing them more than half-way.

Though few of them will probably
ever have good fenfe enough to, be
much pleafed with ours ; many of
us are apt to have good-nature e-

nough to like both their manner
and their manners, leur fanchife,
Icur babil, and many other lefs im-
portant agreeable nothings about

them.

They may hate us, while we de-
fpife them, and contempt may be
full as powerful in its eft'eds as

hatred. Yet, I believe, we fliaJl

generally find many more Englifh
in France, than French in England,
Perhaps fome of us come here in

order to get rid of our ill-humour,

or to vent it on them, like thofe

who keep an humble dependant to

fcold at. Although we may reci-

procally improve by intercourfe,

and it might be better for mankind-
were nations to mix more with each
other, yet one would wifh each to

retain their native charadler,—that
national ftamp which difcriminates

it from the reft. In order to this,

it may be well to dwell on the faults

we would Willi to avoid, I /liall

therefore go on as at firft propofed,

picking up a few of them cnpajfant.

Though the national or prevailing

chnrafler here, like that of other

human beings, is mixed, and made
up of good, bad, and indiftVrent

qualities
; yet fuch parts predomi-

nate, as make the compofition of a
Frenchman very diftinguifhable from
that of any other:—but to know
him, you rnuft live with him ; read-

ing about him is infufficient. You
will find, for example, j/<'/7 ne fe

fuffit pas a lui tneme, but lives by the

breath and opinion of others more
than on his own.

C3 He
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He will facrlfice every other ccm- Perhaps we might infer fome want

fort of life to the ornament of his cf feeling or humanity, from their

perfon. The lodging of a very fine want of talle for the fimpie beauty

petit tnciltre here, is often too mean pf nature and of aftion ; and we
and dirty for a taylor's journeyman may perceive, in the different de-

with you. grees of art, paffion, or mufic, that

In them, all is borrowed, pojiiche, they feel nothing, till the expreflion

and very little natural ; ils iieuhnt is carried to an outrageous andvul-

toujours reprefenier— their life is a

mere parade. Yet they only copy

from each other (tres tnontonurs),

whi.'e we are always flying oft" intq

fingularity, hunting after nature or

reality, but perhaps with lefs fuc-

cefs in our attempts tliau they, in

theirs.
*

They fecm ever changing, but

are ftill the fame. It is only we
that really change, v.ith all our ap-

parent fteadinefs and gravity.

The Frenchman, though fociably

difpofed, with all th^it enviable

gaieie de cceur, and affvfted good-

nefs and confideration for others ;

yet as he is not in the habit of do-

ing any thing effential for the pub-

lic, and b;;t little for his neighbour,

and it is, p'.rhaps, the lot of that

ki"d ot vivaci.y and flo^v of Ipirits,

to be capable of but little feeling

pr humanity ; he is probably, on

the whi le, therefore a more felfifh

being than \.\iQ fuVky Engiijhman. I

think I fee ht:e, instances of the

felf.fn prevailing over the friendly

qiialicics, rather more th;in with us;

— ihr- 02conomical, or parfimonious,

over the generous,—t'c truel and

unft-eiing over the humane,

—

Vetour-

derie over fentiment,—a falfe tafte,

or gout -pojiiche, over that of nature.

Beiid:'s particular inflances, one fees

it in generals,-?—as in the feverity,

and ricgligent compofition of feme
lav -

, and in the mode of execution :

•r^ic the general preference given

to liferenis over any fixed future

provifion for poflerityj or relations.

gar extreme, certainly beyond our

line of beauty. But they like it,

and that is a fliort and fufficient an-

fvver to all our obje£lions. It is

needlcfs to difpute about tafte.

While they can relifh only thofe de-

grees of violence and expreiTion,

they may laugh at our criticifms.

The degree of expreflion in all

the arts mtifl be tempered to the

tone of miud of the fpeciLators, more
than to the true nature of the paf-

fion to be exprtffed. In a ftateof eafe

and tranquillity, a refined audience

will not readily admit of the violenc?

ofrealpafTion, norof aiiyof itsdiftor-

tions, beyond a certain limit of the

graceful and temperate. This limit

may be extended, but Ihould nevef

bebroken, by previouily vvarming up

the mind by fucceilive or accumulat-

ing imprefiions. The French will

never probably underiland the na-

tural repofe of true and graceful

dignity.

Without the conflant force offom?
foreign aid a'.id intercourfe, national

charadler and taile mull: perhaps ge-

nerally revert into fome confined

traft or circle. And when national

pride, conceit, and ignorance, are

planted, they readily fpread, and

tend, like other evils, to perpetuate

themfelves.

Though many of the French ar^

now liberal, and willing enough to

get rid of the ibackles of national-

ity in tafte and charader ; yet, after

a certain age, it is perhaps more

imprafti cable with thcm^ than with

thofc
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thofe of any other nation, to luc-

cced Some ot them laiinze and

abule uieir own nation, and p'aile

others ;—afFed to extol the the Ita-

lian fchool in painting an -i niulic ;

—imitate E iglilh maniurs ; an J all

the while remain mere Frenchm -n.

In order to change or improve their

taile. they would have to comb;it

many inveterate habits, of which

they are not aware ; and the caules

of their peculiarities they themielves

are unfit to inveltigate. In fh irt,

they appear to us a different ipe-

cies, une race apart ; this they for-

get, or never perceive. Their au-

thore talk of man and woman, and

fancy they fpeak generally of the

whole race, and knovv not that they

fpeak only of French men and wo-

men ; fancving all the world like

themfelves ; forgetting that French

nature is not human nature, and that

few of their qualities are common
to the fpecies. Only a chofen few

of them feem to have any minds,

the reli have ovX^ fenjes : nor can 1

yet find any one term in their lan-

guage to exprefs what I here mean
by mind. Even their fenfes appear

to us defediive, or different trom

ours, as if too quick and too weak;

they can perceive only certain things

and diftances : though more lively,

and perhaps fenlible of fome things

which efcape us, yet I think we
have many perceptions which they

overlook, or do not reach. Unfit for

meditation, in the exercife or agita-

tion of the fenfes confifts their chief

happinefs, and particularly in that of

the fi<7ht ; they are all eyes, and can

facrifice real comforts to pleafe that

fenfe. When that agitation ceafes.

Us s*endorment ou s ennuyent a la mnrt.

The numerous clergy and mili-

tary form the life of foei.ety in

France, and, together with ihc la-

dies, affume the dire(5lion of every

thi ig. The female graces, and la-

c;hty of expreffion, are as rem.ark-

able as their influence, i think you

wi.l find vanity the univerlal, or

ruling paffion here."

Wit, Manners, Charaaer,aiidTajiv of

the Spaniards.

—

From the fame.

•< 'T"^ HE Spaniards in general,

J[ and the Andalufians ill par-

ticular, with imaginations fo warm

and fertile, have a powertul tafte

and difpofrtion for wit, and many

of both fexes are great adepts in

that way : with the moll com poled

and fteady countenance they will

long keep the table in a roar, and

are infinitely amufing : but as is

ufual with warm and impetuous

fancy, there is often a want of deli-

cacy, of found tafte, and judgment

:

they attempt and relifh all fpecies of

wit, and often prefer the lower and

coarfer kinds : but let us bewaie of

becoming too dimcult to pleafe,

which we Engiilh, I believe, often

".re ; we may refine too much, and

muit lofe by being too nice and

fque.-'.milh, A good ftrong app'.tite

will digeft all natural fool ; and

genuine wit, when not too loathfome

with in iecency, flattery, or foured

with leverity, ought always to pleafe.

Tho' greatly chan^T'd and Frenchi-

fied fincc their Bourbon conneflionr,

they have not yet loll all thofe en-

thufiaftic and romantic notions which

once diltinguilbed and raifed them,

however ridiculoufly, above other

mortals. In every rank we yet fi:id

fome of thofe old and dignified cha-

racters, with a certain elevation of

foul, and many lofty ideas, though

accompanied with what our modtrn

C 4.
delicacy
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delicacy may conHder as a ridiculous

pride.

Though politically they are now
of fniall confideratioii, except in

their own ideas, and but little of

their former national greatnefs or

charafler may remain, befides their

pride, yet individually the country

llill abounds in valuable chara<5ters,

or rather in materials of which fuch

charaders may be readily formed

when wanted. We meet with as

excellent and amiable qualities of

mind as in the molt poliflied and
enlightened nations : this is often, I

believe, the cafe in rude and mif-

governed countries ; virtues arife as

they are wanted, where the foil and

materials are good, and here they

are excellent. Wife nature fecms

folicitous in bringing every condi-

tion of fociety nearly to a level of

happinefs. if you live any time

among them, you will meet with

fouls capable of every virtue, but

may oblerve how few occafions or

motives there are to praftile any, in

this ftate cf fociety and government.

7'hey are obvioufly made for gene-

rofity, probity, magnanimitv, refo-

lution, perleverance, and (till retain

a certain cool and habitual equani-

mity of temper and found judg-

ment, which we find in no other

nation, joined to fuch warmth of

heart and fancy. But, even on this

foundation, you will too often find a

flrudure of vice and ignorance
;

efpecially in the lower clafl'es, de-

grees of indolence, idlenefs, male-

volence, depravity of taite and dif-

pofition, which exhibit at once to

view the powers of habit and of a

bad government, and the dregs or

ruins of a moll refpedable national

character. The Spaniards, though

naturally deep and artful politi-

cians, have UiU foinething fo nobly

frank and honellia their difpofition,

that they are not, I think, in pro-

portion, politically infidious or trea-

cherous, unlefs the l''rcnch make
them fo. Of the modern national

charaders, I am inclined to place

the Spanifh and Englifh, fo nearly

alike, among the firil. 1 believe

there is likewife fomething rather

fupeiior ftill perceptible in the mo-
dern Roman charader, as well as in

their language and manner; and
alfo in the Mahinotes, or modern
Lacedemonians, and in the Mace-
donians.

The manners of the politer fo-

cieties here, and of the higher ranks,

are already too clofely copied from
the French, who, you know, are not

naturallv delicate nor fentimental,

but artificially refined by fafhion.

By means of the ladies in Spain,

who readily adopt the liberty of

French manners, which, engrafted

on their own, they carry beyond the

original, this nation will gradually

be Frenchified, in fpite of all the

old Dons and old antipathies. The
v/omen being, of late, admitted to

more freedom and fociety, and at a

period of loofe manners, retaining

all their old habits </f art and in-

trigue, the freedom of intercourfe

betv/een the fexes will probably be

carried farther here than in the

more poliflied countries, whofe vices

they have acquired, without pafiing

through the fame medic or degrees

of civilization and arts of luxury.

Vice, in various fhapes, feems al-

ready here to ftalk forth almoft

naked and alone, unreftrained by
habits and refinements, which elfe-

where grow up with it. All leads

to a coarfe and unadorned kind of

materialifm in pleafure, to degrees

of depravity and fatiety, in which

ihey will overtake their more re-

ined
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fined neighbours, who began the

fame career fo long before them.

However, the fair fex, as ufual, are

llill far more refined and fentimental

than the men,andas they are gaining

more influence in fociety, may re-

tard or regulate the progrels of de-

pravity. Every llranger who flays

long enough to underftand thcrn, is

captivatc-d with the fpirit, grace,

and humour, of their converfation.

You know Ibmething of the roman-
tic force of their paflions, their

ftrong and inviolable aatachments,

efpeciaiiy when heightened by the

difficulties of intrigue. Though the

jealcufy of hufbands feems now worn
out of fafliion, the fpirit of it is pre-

fervcd among the lovers, and love

is ilill an objedt of the fi.Il import-

ance in Spain. Their numerous

love-fongs have ftill many graces,

and, though tinged with the hyper-

bolical falfe tafte of the times, are

often highly expreffive, refined, and
laconic.

There are, as elfewhere, more
vices in their fea-ports and capital

towns, than in the rell of the coun-

try, where their ancient charader

and diftinguilljing manners have not

yet entirely difappeared; and we
Englilh are generally pleafed and

proud to cherifh and to relifh fuch

remains, iiioppoiition to the French;

while they, with a fnec-r of con-

tempt, defpife both the Spaniards

and us for our bad talle in not pre-

ferring every thing that is French ;

in their idea, nous ne fommcs que des

barbares tons les deux.

Thefe two nations are, to be fure,

as oppofite in almofl every thing as

nature could well make fuch near

neighbours. Even the adlual ftate

and tafte of female beauty is widely
different in the two countries. After

obferving the prevalent ftyle cf

beauty in France, we can readily

conceive, that Monfieur cannot

much admire that of this nation ;

nor relilh or con-^irehend all the

numerous Spanifh graces of perlbn,

manner, language, nor the high ex-
prefTions of phyfiognomy, fo differ-

ent from, and I think far fuperior

to, thofe of hii own nation. Amonp-
the fine faces here, confiiling of fea-

tures generally large and Itrongly

expreffive, he rinds nothing like the

little round or rather iquare face,

with the inub nofe and pigeon's eye,

which is the Ityle of beauty the molt
common and the raoft elteemed in

France.

Where we find fuch fine abilities

and natural good fenfe, joined to fb

much ignorance and falie tafte, fuch

loofe manners and unreftrained vices,

with great inqaifirorial feverity in

religious obfervances, it is plain,

that the church, their only fchool,

aims not at the improvement of
morals or of learning, but at power :

nay, I think the moll fuperftitious

nations are the molt wicked and de-

bauched, and we may almoil mea-
fure their degrees of vice by the ap-

parent ardour of their devotion,

I'here is, perhaps, more probity,

though lefs appearance of religion,

in London, than in any other great

town in Europe."

Charailer of the Portuguefe.—Frtfw
the fame.

" TT^EW of the men, though often

J/ of a good fquare make and
adtive appearance, and poU'eflang

many other good qualities as nun
and foldiers, are capable of any
great and continued exertions of
ftrength, refolution, or perfeverance.

There is a kind of female levity,

weakncfs.
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led to be vindiSive and cruel ; with
Ilroiig nerves, and a perfevering

wealcncfs, and fenfibility of charac-

ter, which renders them more lub-

jed to ludden fits pf paflion than to

iailing habita.— Peculiarly difpofed

to love and devotion ; with more

fenfibilit/ than wifdom ; pocos y lo-

ccc, the Spaniards i'ay of them, they

relerablc the French in many ways,

and are very difFere;it from the Spa-

niards. I believe we rather con-

found tkefe two neighbouring na-

tions, and fancy a character of both

which uits neither.

Though the fame kind of govern-

taent and religion, a fimilarity of

Rganners and opinions, may have

brought them to an apparent re-

ierablance in the eyes of ftrangers

;

yet on examination, they are obvi-

oufly of a different race and cha-

rafter. The Portug;uefe is naturally

the moft docile and complaifant of

all creatures, and the Spaniard the

Hioft oblVmate : the one fcems to be

niovea by a kind of volatile femi-

nine; fpirit of fenfibility, and the

other by one of a nature more maf

culine, fteady, obdurate, and de-

termined ; the one obfequious, obe-

dient muy rendido hafia derritirfe ;

his manner and language the moil

feeling and carinoja ;
generally de-

firous to pleale, ready enough to

learn and receive impreflions, and

may be formed to what you defire

;

though, by turns, equally carelefs

and indolent, weak, changeable,

itiperfut'.ous, he forgets fooner than

he had iearn d. Where,-.s the Spa-

niard is ever the fame proud, oblU-

nate, lazy, but manly charafter, and

will not eaftly receive or follow any

impreflions or motives but his own :

by his religion and loyalty he has

been enflavcd, which by any other

means would have been very diffi-

cult : with a high fenfibility, and a

determined charafter, he may be

mind, he may be very fit for a def-

perate enterpife and conqucft. But
as fuch qualities are not now the

chief requifites in the charafter of
a foldier, nor fo w.ll adapted to the

ready obedience and aftivicy of mo-
dern t.ifcipline, 1 would perhaps

now rather chufe to recruit in Por-
tugal than in Spain. Indeed, we
have lately feen a great officer, count
de la Lippe, form a very good little

army of thefe people, in lefs time

than could probably have been done
with the peOf'le of almoft any other

nation. But they will foon lofe their

bell: habits and difcipline, if the

lead negleJled, and will relapieinto

their ulual floth and indolence, of
which there is already too much
appearance : already lulled to fleep

by faife policy and religion, every

thing feems now negledled except

the church : their molt devout fove-

reigns amufe them with religious

proceilions, with building convents,

and churches ; while the army, the

garrifons, the navy, are ail neglec-

ted, and half the commiffions left

vacant. If iuch meafures are con-

tinued, they cannot long be fit for

war, and hence not very long a na-

tion.

In every country fomething of

importance may be learned. To
•follow the ideas of that great officer

count de la Lippe, and fee what he

did, aid intended, for the defence

of this country, would be one of

the fined military lelTons you could

have. You Ihould fee Elvas, which

he fortified, and examine all his ex-

cellent ideas of fortification and ar-

tillery: his fafe flanks, parapets,

refources, carriages^ modes of oeco-

nomifing power and fpace, of mak-
ing powder i in Ihort, his excellent

ideas
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ideas on almofi; every military fub-

ject : and then his general plans of

defending this frontier, and ot at-

tacking Spain."

Specimens oforiginalAnecdotes o/"Czar

Vcitr the Great; with a Letter

of the Czar'j, written immediately

after the BattleofPalto^va..—From

M. Stxhlin'i original Jnecdotes cf

Peter the Great, colle^edfrom the

Conn)erfation of feveral Perfons cf

T>:Jlindion at .Peterlburgh and

Mofcow. N. B. At th: Conclu-

fton ofevery Anecdote is the 'Name of

the Relator of it to M. Stsehlin.

Anecdote refpeSling the Czzx^ s forging

'with his onxjn Hands a ^antiiy

of Iron in Bar,

" TEETER the Great, defirous

\^ of forming ufeful eftablifh-

ments in his dominions, and of en-

couraging thofe already exiiting,

vihted the different work(hops and

manufiidlories with much affiduity.

Among others that he vifited fre-

quently, were the forges of Muller

at Illia, on the road to Kalouga, at

ninety werfts dillance from Mol'cow.

He once pafTed a whole month there,

daring which time, he drank chaly-

beate waters ; and after having gi-

ven due attention to the affairs of

the ftate, which he never neglected,

he arajfed himfelf not only with lee-

ing and examining every thing in

the moll minute manner, but alfo

with putting his hand to the work,

and learning the bufinefsof ablack-

fmilh. He fucceeded fo well, that

one of the laft days of this excurfion

he forged alone eighteen poods of

iron (the pood is equal to forty

pounds) 'and put his own particular

mark on each bar. The boyars and
other noblemen of his fuite were

obliged to blow the bellows, to ftir

the fire, to carry coals, and perform

all the other otiices of journeymen
blackfmiths.

Some days after, on his return to

Mofcow, he went to fee Verner Mul-
ler, beltcwed grcit praii'e un his ef-

tablifiiment, and n/ked him how
much he gave per pood for iron ia

bar, furnilhed by a mafler bkck-
fmith. " Three copecks or an altin,"

anhvered Muller. " VV'ell then,"

faid the Czar, " I have earned
" eighteen altins, and am come to
*' be paid," Ivluller immediately

opened his bureau, took out eigh-

teen ducats, and counting them be-

fore the prince, '' It is the leaft,"

faid he, " that can be given to fach
*' a workman as your majeay."
But the emperor refuied them;
" Take again yourducats,"faidhe,
* and pay me the ufual price ; I
" have worked no better than ano-
•' ther blacklmith ; and this will

" ferve to buy me a pair of (hoes,

*' of which J am in great want."
ht the fame time his majefty fhowed
him thofe he wore, which had al-

ready been foled, and ftood in need of

another repair. He took the eigh-

teen altir.s, went direiflly to a Ihop,

bought a pair of fhoes, and took

great pleafure in ihowing them on
his feet, faying to thofe who were
prefent ; " I have earned them well,

" by the fweat of my brow, with
" hammer and anvil."

One of thefe bars of iron forged

by Peter the Great* and authenti-

cated by his mark, is ilill to be feen

at litia, in the fame forge of Mul-
ler. Another, forged alio with his

own hand, i-f Oiown in the cabinet

of the Academy of Sciences at Pe-
terlburgh : but this latter was forged

at
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at a later period at Olonetz, on the

lake of Ladoga.

Fcter Miillcr, Ton of the above-

mentioned mafter blackfmith.

J. Jiriking Example of the Se-verity

ivith nxihich the Czar adminijUred

'Jujlice in criminal Cafes.

The fage legiflatcr of Ruffia, al-

ways lliowed by his own example,

the rigour with which the laws

fhould be oblerved. He was inexo-

rable in criminal matters, efpecially

when the offence bore any marks
of premeditated malice. Whoever
committed a murder had no pardon

to hope for : the Czar ufed to fay ;

'
—" iilood that has been fpilt cries

*' out for vengeance, and a murder
^' that goes unpunifhcd is a wound
" given to the ftate."

Mifs Hamilton, maid of honour

to the emprefs, was much addicted

to gallantry, and delivered herfelfof

two children, with fo much iecrefy,

as to efcape fufpicion of any one at

court. But the fame thing happen-

ing a third lime, brought her to the

fcaffold.

The dead child was found, and

all the circumitances bore witnefs

againft her. She was taken into

cuftody by ord*!r of the Czar, and

confeiied in prifon, that this was the

third child flie had murdered. Sen-

tence of death was pronounced on

her, and confirmed by the emperor,

contrary to her expectation ; for the

great number of folicitations in her

favour, and the friendship with

which he had always honoured her,

fo far even as to raife fufpicions of

amorous motives, made her hope for

pardon. All, however, was ineflec-

tual ; Peter, determined to keep up

in his dominions the refpedl due to

law* both human and divine.

GISTEK/ 1789.

On the day of execution, the of-

fender appeared dreffed in a white

filk gown, trimmed with black rib-

boos, and was condudted to the

fcafFold. The emperor came thi-

ther, took leave of her, and gave
her a kils :

—" I cannot," faid he,

" violate the lavvs to fave your life.

" Support your puniJhment with
" courage, and, in the hope that

" God may forgive you your fxns,

*' addrcfs your prayers to him wi:h a
" heart full of faiih and contrition."

Mifs Hamilton kneeled down, and
prayed, and the Czar having turned

ahde, fhe was beheaded.

V'ceiius, cabinet maker at

couit, prefent at the execu-

tion.

Peter the Great declares that h: teok

the Czar Iwan Waffilowiifch II.

for a Model in the Art of Gevent

-

rnertt.

It ib well known that the Czar
Iwan WaJlilowitfch II. is generally

reprefented as a cruel tyrant, and
that the world unjullly adds thefe

odious titles to his name. Peter the

Great formed a very different judg-

ment of this prince. He often faid

in converfation that he deferved the

name of Great, and brought proofs

in fupport of his afiertion. He one
day arowed this opinion publicly,

on an occafion I am going to re-

late.

At the illumination of the city of

Mofcow, on account of the peacewith

Sweden in 1721, the Duke of Hol-

flein, afterwards the Czar's fon-in-

law, erefted a triumphal arch of

coloured lamps before his palace.

On one fide Peter the Great was

feen in » car, and on the other the

Emperor Iwan Waflilo.vitfch, who
formed the vaft empire of Pxullia out

of
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of a number of Imall principalities,

was reprefented with a Ihield em-
blazont-d with the arms of the petty

princes he had lubdued. Peter the

Great had alio a fhield, ornamented

v/ith thole of the provinces he had

conquered.

Ihis idea did not pleafe every

body. Many people faid it was an

egregious blunder tocoupleaprincc,

confidej-ed as a barbarous tyrant,

with an emperor to whom the lenate

had decreed the title of father of

his country. Peter walking that

evening to enjoy the fight of the

different illuminations, when he

c.iuic to the Duke's refidencc, exa-

mined attentively the two compart-

ments of the triumphal arch, and

conceived at oacc the fenfc that vvas

meant to be conveyed.

At the fame inflant the Duke of

liolllein advanced co falute his ma-
jeltv, and to thank him for honour-

ing tliat quarter of the town with

his prefenee. He alfo apologized

for having dene no better, which he

attributed to the fhort notice given,

and the want of painters. The Czar,

who was pleafed with the tranfp.irent

paintings embraced the dukej and

told hin: in the hearing of every bo-

dy prefent, that he had feen nothing

fo happily invented or fo well exe-

cuted in iMofcow. * The ideas of
" your highnefs" faid he, " cor-
*' refpond wonderfully with mine.
" This prince was my forerunner
" and model. I have alvvays en-
" deavoured to imitate his bravery,
•' and the wifdom of his govern-
" ment, but 1 am far from being
" his equal. He can be called a

" tyrant by none but men of weak
" n»inds, who neither know the
" circumftances he was in, the na-
" tion he governed, nor the grcat-
*' nefs of his abilities."

1

He then went into the Duke's
houle, fpoke a long while on this fub-
jeCt, and atter drinking a chearful
glafi, retired.

Count Briimmer, lord marfhal
to the great duke, and th-n
at Mofcow with the duke o£
Holltein.

InJiruLlions of Peter the Great to his

Enuoys inforeign Courts.

After the peace of 1721, which
terminated the war between Ruffia
and Sweden, it became neceffary

for the Czar to fend a minil'icr to

Stockholm. He chofe for this em-
ployment Michaila Petrowitfch Eef-
touicheff, afterwards count and lord

marlhal of the court, in the reign
ot the emprefs Elizabeth, and or-

dered him to come at four o'clock
in the morning to receive his lalt in-

ftruftions. He was likewife ordered
to apply to Andrew Iwanowitfch
Ollermann for thofe of the council
of- Hate, to bring them v/ith him at

his return, and above all not to for-

get his tablets.

IVI. BeftoufchefF, on his return
from court, went direclly to Mr.
Ol\ermann, to communicate to him
the emperor's orders. That gen-
tleman gave him his inltrudtions,

which they perufed together, article

by article. As it was already ten
o'clock, O [Hermann told Mr. Bef-
toufchett, that it was not worth
while to go to bed, as they were to

wait on the emperor at lour in the
morning.

They therefore joined a party of
their friends, lupped, and pafled the

reil of the nighc with great gaiety.

At half paft three they repaired to

the Czar's anticharaber, where they
found nobody but the dentchtfchick:

in waiting, who told them that the

Czar
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Czar had been half an hour awake,

but reful'cd to announce them beibre

the appointed time.

Preciiely at four o'clock, the

<mperor, being informed they were

come, ordered them to be admitted,

received them, as ufual, in a friendly

manner, and aflccd them what was

the hoar. On hearing it had jult

ftruck fou;-, he faid ic was well.

He then afked count Oftermann

if he had delivered the inftrudtions

to Mr. Beiloufcheff, and if he had

looked them over with him. " Have
** vou read them," faid he to Bef-

toufchefF, " doyou underftand them,
•' and have you no farther queilions

*' to afk relative to their contents ?"

Mr. BelloufchefF aniwering that he

underftood them perfedlly, the Czar
afked him feveral ditficult queilions

refpeding them, and was fully fa-

tisfied wnh his afifwers. " It is

•* well," faid he, " you know what
•* to do, and what to avoid, in the

** name, and for the advantage of
•' my empire : now take your tab-

*' lets, and write down my own
** commiffions, and private inflruc-

•* tions, that they may not elcape

*.' your memory."
He then gave him a lift of the

different things he wanted hem Swe-

den, and the neighbouring countries,

defiring him in the firft place to

fend him a certain number of good

workmen ; fuch as gardeners and

farmers (whom he expecled to find

very ufeful at Peterfburgh, on ac-

count of the fimilarity of climate)

woodmen, carpenters, mufons, lock-

fmiths, and, above ai!, fomc good

armourers, well flcilled in making

locks for mufkets, and fprings in ge-

reral, brafs founders, ileel manu-

facturers, Sic.

When he had done didating, he
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bade Mr. BeftoufchelF read what he
had written, that he might be fure

nothing was forgotten.-—" You will

" make your reports," added he,
*' to the council of ftate, as far as

" relates to the inllrudions yoa
" have received from them ; but
" in regard to the commiffions
" written in your tablets, you will

" write to me without ceremony,
" as you do to any other corrcfpon-
*' dent, addrefling fimply to Peter
" Alexiewitfch. Farewell, I wifli

" you a good journey: fulfil the
•' dutiesof your appointment faith-

" fully, and with all the diligence
" you can. If you behave as I
" wifh, be afiured that I will take
" care of your interefts ; but if you
" deceive my expeftations, you
" may depend upon it, that you
*' will have in me as implacable an
" enemy, as you have now a truly

" afFedionate friend." Then em-
bracing him ;

" Go," faid he, " and
*' God be witl; you."

LordMarfhall, CountMichaila
Petrowitfch BefioufchefF.

Peter ihe Great'j ConduSl tonxjards a
Senator rendered criminal by his

Patr:oti/m.

Peter loved his country, and in

all his projeifts had the good of his

fubjefls fo much at heart, that the

greateit faults, and even crimes, if

occafioned by an excefs of patriot-

ifm, riot only found him an indul-

gent judge, but likewife obtained

his thanks and a reward.

When he began the canal of La-
doga, he ordered all the landholders

of the governments of Novogorod

and PetcriT)urgh to fend their pea-

fants to work on it, and figned an

ukafe to that efre6l in full fenate.

Prince
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Prince Jacob Feodowltfch Dolgo-

Toukow *, one of the principal Sena-

tors, and a man in whom the Czar
repofed much confidence, was not

prefent when the ordinance was re-

gillered, being employed that day

on other bufinefs of the ftate.

The foll^'wing day the fenate af-

fembled, and was proceeding to the

publication of the ediQ, when Dol-

goruukow, who was ignorant of what
had paffed, made inquiry into the

matter. The regiilers were pre-

fented to him, and he found therein

an order to fend the pealants of the

governments of Novogorod and Pe-

terlburgh to dig the canal of La-
doga.—" No," cried he, " this is

** notpoflible; reprefentations muft
*' be made to the emperor, or thefe

" provinceb, which have already
*' fuiFereJ fo much, will be ruined
** without refource,"—After faying

this, Dolgoroukow, tranfported by

his zeal for the poor peafants, pre-

pared to tear the ordinance. It was
reprefented to him in vain, that it

was too late to make any oppofuion,

or to propofe modilications, as the

emperor had already figned it. Not-
withftanding thefe reafons, his pa-

triotifm got the better of his pru-

dence, and he tore the edift, to the

great allonilhraent of the fenate.

The whole aflembly rofe full of
^arm, and aflced him if he knew
what he had done, what he expofed

himfelf to, and the misfortunes that

threatened him ?—" Yes," anfwer-

ed he, * • aad I will anfwer for it

•* before God, the emperor, and
*' my country."

At this moment the Czar made
his appearance, burpriicd at the

exclamations he had heard, and to

fee the whole fenate ftanding, he
afked what ail this fignihed ? — I'he

attorney general trembled while he
told him that the ordinance he had
figned the day before had been torn

to pieces by Dolgoroukow.— Peter

turned to Dolgoroukow, and aCced

him, with much warmth, what had
induced him to oppof his authority

in fo unheard-of a manner ?—" My
*' zeal for your honour, and the

" good of your fubjeds," anfwered

the intrepid fenator. *' Do not be
' angry, Peter Alexiewitfch, that
*' I have too much confidence in
*• your wifdom to think you wiih,
" like Charles the Twelfth, to defo-
" late your country. Your ordi-
" nance is inconfiderate, and you
* have not refledled on the fitua-

" tion of the two governments it

" regards. Do vou not know that

" they have fnfFercd more in the
" war than all the provinces of
*' your empire together ; that many
*' of their inhabitants have perifh-

** ed ; and are you u lacquainted
" with the prefent miferable flate

' of the people? What is there to
" hinder your taking a fmall num-
" ber of men frum each province
" to dig this canal, which is cer-

•* tainly necefTaVy .'' The other pro-

" vinces are more populous than
*' the two in queltion, and can ea-

• This Prince Dolgoroukow is the fame who fluJied the profefTion of aims
with the Ciar in his youth, and who bore away the palni ivvm his fellow pupil on
feveral occafions.

^
He was made prifoner in 1703, at the unfortunate affair of

Narv3, and \\z% fent to Sweden j but he found means to efcape, aad returned fate

to his raartcr.

He is alfo the fame, who prevailed on tlic Czar to leave thi alarmins; fo-

litude, in wiijch hi» grief made hua fo cbftinately remain, on th* death of
)us foB.

Q «« fiK'
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' fily furnifh you with labourfis,

' or at leall wiihoiu luffering the

' fame difficulties as the provinces
• cf Novogorod and Peterfburgh
• alone. Belides, have you not
' Swedifhpriionersenow toemploy,
' without opprelliiig your I'ubjeds

' with works like thefe ?"

The Czar lillened to this remon-
ftrance with great tranquillity, and,

convinced ot its propriety, turned

towards the other fenators—'• Let
' the publication of the ukafe be
' ibfpended," laid he : "I will

' confider farther of this matter,
' and let you know my inten-

• tions."—Here the affair drop-

ped.

Peter took other means to cut the

canal of Ladoga, and, without

doubt, following the idea of Dolgo-

roukow, ordered fome thoufands of

Swedifh prifoners to work there, al-

moilallofwhom pcriihed in that la-

borious and unhealthy employment.

Mr. Reiiler, counfellor for the

mines, then at Peterfburgh.

^he Secret di-Jtilgai.

Peter, after having brought the

Swedifli war to a glorious conclu-

fion, determined to avail himfelf of

the troubles in Perfia, and to march
againd the Sophy. He difcovered

his defign to none but the emprefs,

and his favourite Menchicoff, with

whom he was quite alone.—*• I

*' have entrufted my fecret," faid

he, " to none but you, and forbid
*' you to fpeak of it to any one."

Some days after, being alone with

one of his dentchtfchicks, and me-
ditating on the means of executing

his great defigns withfuccefs, he aOc-

ed it there -vvcrf any news :—" None,
* Sire, except that we are going.to
** march againit the Perlians."

—

*' What!" replied the emperor,

with furpife :
" march againft the

" Perfians ! Tell me immediately

rf* from whom you had that fal-

•* fity !"—" From the emprefs's
*• parrot, Sire : I heard it yefter-

•' day, while 1 was in the anticham-
*• her, repeat feveral times, Ei
" Perfi pndiom. We will march into

" Perfia."

Peter fent immediately for Prince

Menchicoff to attend him to the

apartment of the emprtfs, and told

them both, that, as the fecret he

had entrulted to them was divulged,

he infilled on knowing to whom they

had mentioned it. Catherine and

Menchicoff protelled they had not

opened their mouths on the fubjert.

The Czar, convinced of their inno-

cence, turned towards the parrot

—

" Here," faid he, " is the traicor:

*' it is one of my denchcfchicks who
" told me. In our converfation we
" frequently faid. We nuill march
" into Perfia, and the rogue has re-

" membered and repeated it. You
" muii remove him from your
*' apartment," added he to the em-
prefs, laughing; " for it is ne-
** ceffary that we Ihould be on our
*' guard both againft traitors and
' babblers."

Count Ivvan

Tchernitfchoff.

Gregorowitfck

Weahufi and Generofety of Peter the

Great.

The C7.ar had the weaknefs Inci-

dent almoft to every hero : he was

paflionately fond of the fair fex.

Being one day at dinner at a fo-

reign merchant's, whofe daughter

was very beautiful, he fell violently

In love, and preffed her to make

a return to his paffion. But the

young lady, as virtuous as beautiful,

iirmly
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firmly refufed the mod feducing of-

fers, and, dreading his folicitations,

refolved to leave Mofcow by night,

without acquainting her parents.

Taking feme provifions and a little

money with her, flie travelled {cve-

ral miles on foot, and at lall reached

a fmall village, the abode of her

nurfe. She difcovered herfelf to

her fofter filler, whom (he informed

of her intention to remain concealed.

Her nurfe's hufband, a carpenter by
trade, condudted her to a neigh-

bouring wood, where, on a little

rifing ground, furrounded by a mo-
rafs, he haftily built a hut for her

refidence.

The day after her flight the Czar
fent for her parents, who were in-

confolable for her lofs. He at firft

thought it a concerted fchcme ; but

the violence oftheir grief undeceived

him, and he promiied a large re-

ward to any one who fliould difco-

ver the fugitive : all fearch, how-
ever, was vain, and her parents went
into mourning,

A year after, an accident a little

uncommon occafioncd her difcovery.

A colonel, who syas abfent from his

regiment on leave, made his way
into the midlt of the wood in pur-

fuitofgame, came to the morafs,

and met the lady. Struck by her

beauty, he became immediately

enamoured of her, and, after a few

queftions, found that fhe was the

perfon whofe lofs had made fo much
noife. He conlolcd her by telling

her that the Czar's heart was en-

gaged elfewhere ; offered to \v«iit on

her parents, and concert with them
the means of taking her from her

folitary abode. She confcnted to

his propofal, and accepted his af-

firtance with gratitude, that led the

way to fofter fentiments. Her pa-

rents, overioyed at finding their

Vol. XXXU

daughter, determined to apply to

Mrs. Catherine ; for this was the

name then given to the celebrated

woman whom Peter afterwards

placed apbn his throne.

Catherine fpoke to the Czar, and
reprefented, in fuch lively colours,

all that a delicate girl muft have

fuffered, fhut up for a whole year irl

a hut in the midil of a ixlorafs, that

he wa$ much affected, reproached

himfelf feverely with the pain he

had given her, and determined to

make her amends. He defired to

fee her, her parents, and deliverer ;

to the latter of whom he prefented

her—<* Receive from my hand,'*

faid he, " the moft amiable and
" virtuous of women : I fettle Upon
" her and her heirs three thoafand
" roubles a year."

This refped^able woman went of-

ten to court in full pofleflion of his

favour, and the veneration of the

public.—" I have the flory from
" her own mouth," fays the cheva-

lier Bruce, from whofe memoirs ic

13 borrowed.

Letter of Peter the Great, 'written

on the field of battU at Pultowa

the zyth ofjuiie, 1709, at nin:

o'clock in the cvenivg, to Admiral

Feodof Matweitfch Apraxin.

This is to inform you, that, by

God's blefGng and the bravery of

fny troops, I have jult obtained a

complete r.nd unexpefted vidorjr

without much effufion of blood. Thefe

are the particulars of the aftion.

This morning the enemy's ca-

valrv and infantry attacked my ca-

valry* which gave way wflh conli-

dcrable lofj, aiter a brave reud-

ancc.

D The
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The enemy then formed them-
felves in line of battle exadly op-
pouie our camp. I drew immedi-
ately our infantry out of the en-

trenchments to oppofe the Swedes,
and placed our cavalry on the two
wings.

The enemy, on feeing this, made
a movement to attack us. Our
troops advanced to meet them, and
received them in fuch a manner,
that the enemy deferted the field of
battle after little or no refiflance,

leaving us in poiTeffion of a number
of cannon, colours, and ftan^^ards.

Field-marlhal general Reinfchild,

generals Schlippenbach, Stackel-

berg, Hamilton, and Rofen, arc

among the prifoners ; as are alfo

count Piper, prime minifter, fecre-

taries Imerlin and Cederheilm, and
feveral thoufand officers and foldiers.

I will fend you in a little time a

more circumftantial account; at

prefent I am too bufy to fatisfy your
curiofity entirely. In few words,

the enemy's army has met with the

fate of Phaeton. 1 can give you
no account of the king, not know-
ing whether he be in the number of
the living, or gone to fleep with

his fathers. I have i'ent prince Ga-
litzin and Bawer with part of the

cavalry in purfuit of the runaways.
I congratulate you on this good
revvs, and beg all the magiflrates

and officers of my empire to con-
idder it as a happy omen.

PETE R.
P. S. Thank God the foundations

of Peterfburgh are firmly laid.

Tranflated from the original

in the Ruffian tongue by Ja-
cob Scselilin.

CharaSler of Jofeph Baretti, Efq.—
Extra^ed from the Gentleman's
Magaziney&r 1789.

" TOSEPH Baretti was a native

J of Piedmont, with little pa-
trimony, except his education. To
his education he was indebted for

his krjovvledge of the Latin language.

To his own induftry, for the acqui-

fition of French, Englifli, Spanifti,

and Portuguefe. Greek he was not
acquainted with, and was never
afhamed to confefs and lament it ; nor
is it improbable, but that the faci-

lity he naturally experienced in ac-
quiring modern languages, added
difguft to the difficulty of making a
proficiency in Greek. In the lan-
guages he did poffefs, his knowledge
was not merely luperficial or collo-

quial, but accurate and critical to z
great degree; and though his coun-
trymen have fometimes denied him
the credit of poffeffing the Tufcan
purity in his Italian writings, he
failed poffibly in thofe little niceties

of the dialeft, which none but a na-
tive can difcover ; and certain it is>

that he had laboured fo earneftly to

attain that excellence, as totally to

negledt the Piedmontefe, and be-
come incapable of converfing in it

with fluency and propriety. It 13

no fmall teilimony of his induftry or
abilities, that he was a publisher in
the Italian, French, and EngliQi
languages. Of his proficiency in

Englifli, we are the beft judges ; and
if we fay that he failed in the man-
ner, rather than the language and
phrafe of our beft writers, we muft
itill leave him the merit of being
able to amufe, delight, and inftrudt

;

—a merit, perhaps, none will deny
him who have read his " Travels
*' in Spain," or his "Remarks upon
•* Mr. Sara. Sharpe's Letters from

'f
Italy." His " Travels in Spain"

is the work by which his friendj

would wifti him to be remembered ;

and, as he received, 500I. for this

work from the bookfellsrs, it might
have
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have been a leflbn to teach him,
that, where profit was mofl; aiiain-

able, it was molt creditable likewil'e,

and ought to hnvc deterred him from
comiuencinj; that flyle of inveftive

by which he was ever ii lofer. Lurge
fupplics, however, like this, were

not the produce of every day. We
ought not to be furpriled, therefore,

if we hnd Bareiii engaged in the

humb!er offices which almoil every

man nunc fubmit to who has nopro-
feflion but his pen. It was want
that coin:,clled him to be a correc-

tor of the prefs for Spanifh or Ita-

lian works, to frame dialogues for

inftruftion in thofe languages, or

compile diftionaries in the fervice

of booKfellers, in order to find the

means of a regular fupport. The
latter labours of his life, which claim

the title of originality, were, " A
Letter to M. de Voltaire," in

French, treating very freely his

ftridtures upon Shakfpeare — his

'* Tolondron," in Englifli, a fe-

vere invedlive againft Mr. Bowie,
the tranflator of " Don Quixote,"

—

and fome remarks, in Italian, upon
the conduft of the Eilliop of Piftoia,

who is fuppofed to be inftigated by
the prefent Duke of Tufcany to pre-

pare the minds of his fubjeds for

throwing off the fpiritual tyranny of

Rome. Of the firft of thefe works
little need be faid to recommend it

to Englifhmcn, when they are told it

is in defence of Shakfpeare, the god
of their idolatry. But it is in reali-

ty a fcnfi'ole work, combating the vo-

latile and impetuous Frenchman on
his own grounds, and proving, to a

demonllration, that, though ignorant

ofEnglilh and Italian, he had,without

fcruple, written in the one language,

and criiicifcd the authors of the

other. The " Tolondron" contains

2. feries of the groffcll abufc upon

Mr, Bowie, which nothing could
juUify, unlefs Mr. Bowie was the au-
thor of the publications in the Gen-
tleman's Magazine, imputing the
crime of murder to a man aflaulted

by pickpockets in the Ibcets of Lon-
don. Baretti certainly thought Mr.
Bowie the author of thofe charo-es,

and took therefore this fevcre,though
perha :s unwarrantable, mode of re-
taliation. It is not even good of its

kind, but mull appear far more re-
prehenfible to thofe who are not a-
ware of the pro\ocation. The pub-
lication in Italian relating to the
Bifhop of Pilloia, the writer of this

account never faw, and can there-
fore pafs no judgment upon it.

Having faid this of his writings, it

may be neceflary to add fomethino-

of his fortunes. He has himfelf
been heard to fay, that he was in-
duced to come to England firlt, about
fix and thirty years ago, by an Irilh

nobleman (Lord Charlemont, it is

fuppofed) to whom he had had the
opportunity of (hewing fome civili-

ties in Italy. Wiiat were the prof-
pefts held out to him are not fo evi-
dent ; but certain it is, from his

firlt fetting foot on Engliih ground
(though he has been reproached with
not loving the Engliih nation) his

attachment to the country and peo-
ple was fixed, and iucnpable of di-

minution. It was after this firft

arrival that he returned to Italy,

and commenced the publication of
his *• Frulla Literaria," which
brought him in a confiderable pro-
fit, but raifed fuch a flame in V^e-

nice, as to make his lb.y in that
country at leaft difagreeable, if not
dajigerous. With the profits cf this

work, and with unabated love to
England, he returned to this coun-
try, and had the addrefs or good
fortune to introduce himfelf to the

D z acquaintance
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acquaintance of Dr. Johnfon * , Mr.
Bmke, Mr. Garrick, Sir Jolhua

Reynolds, and molt of thofe who
were diflinguilhed for their talents

or profeilional abilities in the metro-

polis. How he fupporrcd himfelf

before he was mafter of the Englifh

language is uncertain ; but his fpi-

rit and moderation were fuch, that

he was under pecuniary obligations

to very few of his acquaintance,

that he fought the affiftance of no

one bv fervility, and, when he re-

ceived it, was in that abfolute dif-

trefs which his friends could not fail

to difcover, and which they were

ever more ready to afford than he

to accept. It was not dillrefs that

compelled him to take-refuge in the

}iofpitality of Mr. Thrale (as has

been fuggefted) : he had lately re-

ceived 500 1. for his *' Spanidi

Travels," but was induced by Dr.

johnfon (contrary to his own deter-

mination, of never becoming a

teacher of languages) to undertake

the inllrudion of Mr. Thrale's

daughters in Italian. He was ei-

ther'nine or eleven years almoft en-

tirely in that family, though he dill

rented a lodging in town ; during

which period he expended his own

500I. and received, in return for his

inrtrudion, the pa-'ticipation of a

good table, and 150 1. by way of

preientsf.

The caufe of mutual difguft, which

took place between Mrs. Pjozzi and

Baretti, is before the public, in the

letters addrefl'ed to that lady in the

European Magazine ; the inveftive

contained in thofe letters is not to

be juftified, and the puerility which
fometimes prefents itfelf, in the

midllof the feverelt reproaches, is

a confirmation of what has been

already advanced, that though Ba-

retti had obtained the idiom of our

language to a fufficient degree of

corredtnefs, he had not acquired

the rnanner of our bell writers :

he was told this by a friend, whofe

opinion he afked upon the publi-

cation of thefirll letter, who add-

ed, that he would never read a

fecond if written In the fame Ilyle.

Baretti received the reproof with

good-humour, but his mind was too

far engaged to alter his plan.—The
greatell want he ever experienced

was probably the immediate months
after the rupture with Mr. Thrale's

family. Like a true author, he had

grown indolent under the fedudling

influence of luxury : his own 500 1.

was expended—his mind long di*

verted from labour— his pen long

unemployed. The corre6lion of the

prefs became his refource, and the

hofpitality of his friends one of the

Bieans of fupporting life ; thefe re-

fources were fcanty ; he wanted lit-

tle, but that little was not in his

power to obtain ; and the extre-

mity of diftrefs came upon him fo

faii foon afterwards, that, \i Mr.
Cator had not ftepped forward to

affifl him, he muft, in all probabi-

lity, have funk under the burden.

There is reafon to fuppo(e that this

gentleman, who was one of Mr.
Thrale's executors, had commenced

* Dr. Johnfon';^ letters to Mr. Baretti, when abroad in 1761 (now extant), are

of ihe mot frienJlv kind.

f In a letter froin Dr. Johnfon to Mr. Bofwell, is the following paragraph re-

lative tc. Mr. B re li''!^ quitting Mr. Thrale. " Baretti went away from Thrale]s

« ill fome wiiim<ical fit of diu^ift or ill-nature, without taking any leave. It is

*« well if he fiiis in any other place as frood an habitation, and as many conveni-

*« enoes. He has 'jot 35 'iiineas by tranilatinCT Sir Jofhua's difcourfes into Iialianj

« and Ml. Ihralegave liira 100 mthefpring, fo that lis is yet in no difficulties."

acquaintance
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acquaintance with him at Streatham,

and it is no fmall teftimony to Ba-
retti's condud, that it met with ap-

probation from the mod confiden-

tial friend of the family. Mr.
Cator, in ferving Baretti, cloathed

the naked, fed the liungry, and re-

lieved the neceffitous ; not content

with this, he endeavoured to pre-

vent the return of his calamities,

and, by his powerful recommenda-
tion to Lord Hawkelbury, obtained

for him a penfionof fourfcore pounds
a year. This efTential fervice to

Baretti was .xcomplilhed in the lat-

ter part of Lord North's adminiftra-

tion ; and let this humble tribute

of gratitude be returned to his Lord-
fbip> and thofe concerned in the ap-

plication, for preventing a foreigner,

approaching to his feventieth year,

from perifliing by want. All his

own fchemes for averting this evil

had failed : among thefe, was that

of inducing IVIr. Philidore to fet the

Carpjcn Seculare of Horace to mu-
fic; it was Baretti's hope to bring

this annually before the public in

Lent, and fhare the profit ; it was
prefented one feafon at Free-Mafons
hall, and fuppofed to be fuccefsful ;

but the profits arifing to Baretti

from it did not pay for the cloaths

he made up for his appearance.

After the important bufinefs of the

penfion was fettled, he became an

independent, and indeed a happy
man ; his time, for great part of the

year, was divided between Mr. Ga-
tor's at Beckenham, and Mr. Gau-
lor's at Way-Hall ; he had in both

houfcs what he peculiarly wiflied,

an opportunity of mixing in com-
pany, and his oeconomy rendered

his penfion the means of fupport for

the remainder of the year alniofl: to

the extent of his wifhes. Some
difappointments at the clofe of his

life poflibly advanced his departare

from the fituation of public affairs ;

his penfion was nearly three quar-

ters in arrear : the Italian Diction-

ary, which was reforming fox the

bookfcllers, and for which he was to

receive lool. did not become pro-

dudlive fo foon as he expedled it

;

Ml. Gaulor and Mr. Cator both

ftepped in to his relief, by divining

his diftrcfs; ftill, however, he felt

it fo pungcntly, and magnified the

weight of his debts (o much to his

imagination, that vexation produced

the gout in his Itomach. His per-

verfenefs in ficknefs was well known
to all his friends, and, having con-

ceived that ice or cold water was a

fovcreign remedy in all difeafes, he

perfifled in taking great draughts of

the latter, till all medical afliftance

was in vain. The family in which

he lodged, and where he was re-

garded as a friend or parent, were

convinced he was finking rather un-

der diftrefs than difeai'e: in this ex-

tremity a friend undertook to apply

for the 50 1. fi^ill remaining due oa
account of the Dictionary. Mr.
Cadcll, upon the firll application,

liberally undertook to procure the

payment of it. "I went back to

*' him," (faid his friend, thefe were

his own words) " I told him
" to be comforted, for the money
*' fhould be paid him the next morn-
" ing." He preficd n;y hand with

the cold fweat of death upon his

palm. " My dear friei-.d," faid he,
" I thank you for your kind offices,

" but it is now too late." He
fpoke but little after this, except to

accufc himfelf for having taught

young people to think lightly of
medical knowledge, and confefling

that by his contempt of it he had
been the caufc of his own death.

He died that evening, in thefeventy-

D 3 firll
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ilrft year of his age; the 50 1. was
paid the next morning. His fune-

ral was attended by a few friends,

and fome members of the Royal
Academy, to which he was fecretary

tor foreign correfpondence (a place

without profit), and he was com-
mitted to the earth in the upper

burying-ground of Mary le Bone
pariih. It is but jiidice to add, that

by means of the 50I. juil mentioned,
and the arrears of liispenfion, every

debt he had is covered, and that he

died without a claim upon him more
than he was able to difcharge if he

had lived. After the account here

given of Baretti, a charafter of him
may appear fuperfiuous ; but, as

every author, while living, hopes for

a friend to perform that office raUier

than an enemy, let friendfhip be aa
excufe for the foHov/ing fketch.

The perfon of Br.retti was ath-

letic, his countenance by no means
attradive, his manners apparently

rough, but not unfocial ; his eye,

when he was inclined to pleafe, or

be pleafedj v/hen he was converfing

with young people, and efpecially

young women, chearful and en-

gaging; he vv^s fond of converiing

with them, and his converfation

almoft conftantly earned upon fub-

jeds of inilru'ftion : he had the art

of drawing them into correfpond-

ence, and v.'i(hed by thefe means to

give them the power of expreffion

and facility of language, while he

iiimfeir conveyed to them lefTons on

the ccnduft of life ; and the bell

anfwer that can be given to all thofe

accounts, which have reprefented

him as a man of a brutal and fero-

cious temper, is the attachment

which many of his young friends

felt While he was living, and pre-

ferve to his memory now he is no

more. He was not impatient of

contradiflion, unlefs where con-

tempt was implied, but alive in

every feeling where he thought him-
felf traduced, or his conducl im-
peached. His Tolondron, and let-

ters to Mrs. Piozzi, beipeiik this

temper; and, as inveftive always

finds its way to notice more readily

th;'.n oiher fubjeds, it is not to be

wondered at, if thefe have left moje
impreflion on the public than his

other works. But let it be remem-
bered, that in both inftances he was
attacked. Mr. Bowie treated hirn

(or was believed to treat him) as a

murderer; Mrs. Piozzi, as a man
of an unfeeling and ungrateful

heart : he fufrered by his irritability

on thele and other occafions. His
letter to Voltaire produced him no-

thing but a few copies to give to his

friends ; his Tolondron never fold ;

his letters in the European Maga-
zine he gave to the printer. In

every other intercourfe with the

world, he was focial, eafy, and con-

verfible ; his talents were neither

great or fplendid ; but his know-
ledge of mankind was extenfive,

and his acqilaintance with books in

all the modern languages which are

valuable, except the German, was
univerfal. His conduft in every

family where he became an inmate,

was correft and irreproachable

;

neither prying, nor inquifitive, nor

intermeddling ; but affable to the

inferiors, and conciliatory betv.ecn

the principals; in others, which he

vifited only, he was neither intru-

iive nor unwelcome ; ever ready to

accept an invitation when it was

cordial, and never feeking it where

it was cold and affeded. His love

to the Englifh nation was fincere

and unbounded. He might have

lived in want at home, probably as

mueh as he experienced in England

;

buta
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but, if his converfation may he de-

pended on, he preterreii his humbie

penfion htre, to double the amount

in his own country. His aliiftance

to every Engliihman who willied to

vifu Italy, his readi-^efs to give or

procure recommendations was con-

ftant, and many have received ci-

vilities and attentions from his fa-

mily, who were unconfcious that

requefts for that purpoie had been

tranimittcd. His friendfhip with

Dr. Johnfon was unbroken for five

and twenty years; the coolnefs which

arofe juft before the Doc\or's death,

he has ilated with great fimplicity

in his Tolondron. It is an addi-

tional proof of his impatience under

flight or couLcmpt; but his reve-

rence of the abilities and worth of

his friend was unimpaired to the

laft moment of his life. They had

been friends in dillrefs; and one

evening, when they had agreed to

go to the tavern, a foreigner in the

ftreets, by a fpecious tale of difrrefs,

emptied the Doftor's purfe of the

laA half guinea it contained ; they

took their fupper, however, as they

had agreed, but when the reckoning

came, whit was the Do<ftor's fur-

prize upon his recolletling that his

purfe was totally exhaufted ! Baretti

had fortunately enough to anfwer

riie demand, and has often declared

that it was impoflible for him not to

reverence a man who could give

away all that he svas worth, without

recolleiSing his own diftrefs. In

point of morals, fiaretti was irre-

proachable ; in regard to /«?;'//?', he

was rather without religion, than

irreligious : the fa£l was, poflibly,

that he had been diigulled with the

religion of Italy before he left it,

and was too old, when he came to

England, to take an attachmtnt to

the purer dofldnes of the Protcllant

church : but his fcepticifm was
never offenfive to thofe who had fet-

tled prirciples, never held out or

defended in company, never pro-

pofed to miflead or corrupt the

minds of young people. He ridi-

culed the libeitine publications of
Voltaire, and the reveries of Rcuf-
feau ; he detefted the philofophy of
the French p:ur les feTn?nes de cham*
bre, and, though too much of a phi-
lofopher (in his o.vn opinion) to

fubfcribe to any church, he was a
friend to church eltabiiiliments.

If this was the leafl favourable

part of his charadler, the beft was
his integrity, which was in every
period ot his dirtrefies confiant and
uninipcached. Ke had once tref-

pafied upon Mr. Cadell's liberality

to the amount of 70 1. with little

hope of difcharging the obligation

;

fortune relieved him, by bringing
him an Eaftern prefent from a young
lady, who had been one of thofe

he took a pleafure to inftrufl ; fhe

was juft married to Mr. Middleton
in Bengal, and tranfmitted him,
among other treafures, a diamond
of fome value ; the ufe he made of
it, was to lodge it in Mr. Cadell's
hands till it could be fold, and the
debt difcharged. His regularity in

every other claim was equally con-
Ipicuous ; his wants he never made
known but in the lafl extremity ;

and his laft illnefs, if it was canfed

by vexation, would doubtlcfs hcive

been prevented, by the intervention

of many friends who were ready to

fiipply him, if his own fcruples,

ftrengthened by the hopes of re-

ceiving his due from day to day,
had not induced him to conceal his

immediate diftrefs till it was too

late to aflift him.

Such was the charader of Jofeph
Baretti, as it appeared to the writer

D 4 of
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of thefe anecdotes. Thofe who
never lived with him, may perhaps

draw contrary inferences fVoiTi his

difputes with iVlr. Bowie md Mrs.

Piczzi ; but if any ol thofe who
knew his courfe of life, ihould think

more has been faid of him than he

defers'es, the pref's is open to their

remarks. A panegynft might tliink

himfelf called upon to reply to them;

but the writer of this account, know-
ing what he has faid is the truth,

cannct objedl: to other truths being

laid before the public. It may
be fome fatisfadion to his nu-

merous corrcfpondents to be in-

formed, that every letter in his pof-

fefijon was burnt without infpec*

tion."

NATURAL



C 41 ]

NATURAL HISTORY.

fiaving inferted In our Annual Re-
gifter/or 1787, the Obfernjations

, cf John Hunter, Ejq\ tending to

Jheiju that the Wolf, Jaci:al, and

Dog, are all of the Jame Species,

rwe Jhall add his Supplementary

Letter, addr,Jfed to Sir Jofeph

Banks, Bart, in Proof of that

Fa5l.—From Vol. Ixxix. of the Phi-

lofophical Tranfaftions.

S I R,

*f TN the year 1787 I had the ho-

J[ nour of prefenting to this

learned fociety, a paper to prove

the Wolf, the Jackal, and the Dog
to be of the fame fpecies. Bjt as

the complete proof of the wolf being

a dog, which confilled in the half-

Lred puppy breeding rigain, had not

been under my own infpc<Ifiion , al-

though fufTicientiy wellauthenti

cateJ, I faved a female of one of

the half-bred puppies, mentio.ied in

that paper, in hopes of being my-
felf a witnefs of the fait ; but when
the period of impregnation arrived,

\ye unluckily miflcd that opportu-

nity. However, another half-bred

puppy has had young, which is

equally fatisfaftory to me as if my
own had bred. John Symmons, efq;

of Milbank, has had a female wolf

in his polTeflion for fome time, who
was lined by a dog, and brought

forth feveral puppies, which I had
the honour of feeing with you. This
was a very fhort time after the brood

had been produced by Mr. Gough's
wolf, the fabjedl of my former pa-
per, therefore the puppies were
nearly of an age with mine Thefe
puppies Mr. Symmons has reared ;

only one of them was a fern le, and
Ihc had much more of the mother
or wolf in her than any of the reft

of the fame litter. I communicated
my wirti to Mr, Symmons, that ei-

ther his puppy or mine fhould prove
the f.idl to our own knowledge

;

which he immediately, with great

rtadinefs, acceded to. On the i6th,

I7lh, and 18th of December, 178S,
this bitch was lined by a dog, and
on the 18th of February (he brought
eight pupries, all of which fhe now
rears. If we reckon from the 16th

of December, fhie went 64 days;
but if we reckon from the 17th, the

mean time, then it is 63 days, the

ufual time for a bitch to go with
pup. Thefe puppies are the fecond

remove from the wolf and dog, fi-

milar to that given by my Lord
Clanbraflil to the Earl of Pembroke,
which bred again. It would have
proved the fame faft if ihe had been
lined by either a wolf, a dog, or

one of the males of her own litter.

I may ju(l remark here, that the

wolf feems to have only one time in

the
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the year for impregnation natural ceffantly towards an adjacent vil-

to htr, and that is in tlie monih of lage, they were wet to the Ciin be-
December; for every time Mr. fore they got half way.
Cough's wolf has been in heat was
in this month, and it proves to be
the fame month in which iVIr. Sym-
mons'i wolf was in heat ; for his

half-bred wolf is nearly of the fame
age with mine, and the time fhe

was in heac was aUo the fame with

that of her own mother, and the

prefent brood correfponds in lime
with the brood of Mr. Cough's
wolf.

I am. Sec.

John Hunter."

This fho.ver, or water-fpout ra-

ther, continued little more than an
hour, at the conciufion of which the

tarf- cutters were prefented with a
phienomencu much mere extraordi-

nary ; they faw the turbary they

had juft left, containing about ten

acres. Heating as it were after them,
till it fubUded at laft upon a piece

of low pafture of near thirty acres

by the river's fide, called Hijjgins's

Park, where it fpread and fettled,

covering the whole, to the aftonifn-

^

menu of numbers, and the very
great lofs of Major Caroll ; as it

./fn^ccou7it of the Moving of iJ Bog, inftantly became, and Itiil conti-

an^ the Formation of a Lake, in nues, the wetteil and moll unprofit-

th; County of Galway, Ireland, able piece of bog in the whole

By^?L\^\^0\x^ty,Efq;M.R.I.A. country.

—From the Tranjut'tions of the Another and more confiderable

Royal Iriih Academy. injury immediately fucceeded this;

the moving bog completely choaked
<* /^N Tuefday,March 28, 1745, "P ^^^ river, which confequently

\^_y O. S. a very remarkable

and extraordinary event happened

at the bog of Addergoole, about a

mile and an half from the town of

Dunmore, county of Calway. As
James Car-roll, Efq; * of Killeeny,

fuperintended his men cutting turf,

about eleven o'clock in the fore-

noon, the day being very fultry, he

obferved a fudden and alarming ga-

thering of the clouds juft over his

head, and had fcarce time to warn
his labourers of the approaching

fiorm, when the mort violent and

furprizing rain, ever remembered,
affailed them, accompanied with a

dreadful though unknown nolle,

not fo lojd, but as tremendous as

thunder, a little to the eaft of where

overflowed the back grounds, and
before evening a lough or lake of
near fifty-five acres covered the ad-

jacent fields. Major CaroU's fine

bottom meadow of thirty acres was
in a few hours perfet^ly transformed

into water : fifteen acres alio of
meadow, of the lands of Addergoole,

belonging to poor tenants, fnared

the fame fate, which, with the ten

acres of beg that moved, make up
the number mentioned above ; form-

ing a confiderable lough in half a

day's time, to the great prejudice

of many, and furprize as well as

terror of the neighbourhood.

The lake naturally increafing

every hour. Major Carroll in a it^'

days collected a great number of

tiiey ilood : though the men ran in- labourers, and began to mske a

* A brevet major in Queen Anne's reign.

large
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large drain to carry tiie water by
the fliorteft cut to the bed of the

river, now dry : but perceiviiig the

new-forrrijd lough forcing itfelfinto

another linc.hc affiiledits operations,

and v/ithojt nuch trouble formed

the prefent rjurfe of the river to its

junftion with the antient channel,

below the late formed bog. Before

the paflage was linillied, and the

lake le: run, it was fuppofcd to have

covered three hundred acres ; but in

fevcM or eight days it cUminiihed to

fifty or ftxty acres, of which extent

it ftill continues. The river below

the new bog was nearly dry for more
than a mile, and children of ten or

twelve years old deflioyed all the

iifh, even in the deepell holes.

Moil of the grounds mentioned

here, are bounded by the ellate of
the prefent Earl of Louth, who has

been often on the prcmifes, and is

well acquainted with the above par-

ticulars."

y/« Account of an Aurora Borealis

Jecn in full Sunfbine. Bv the Rev.

Henry Us(her, D. D.^ F. R. S.

(aid M. R. I. A. — From thefame
H'ork.

" ^
I

""HE following phasnomenon

X. being very uncommon, if

not entirely new, 1 think it worth
communicating to the Academy,
principally with a view to learn

whether any other perfon has ob-
ferved a fimilar one at any time.

On Saturday night, May 24, 1788,
there was a very bright aurora bo-

realis, the corufcating rays of which
united, as uiual, in the pole of the

dipping needle. I haye always ob-
ferved that an aurora borealis ren-

ders the liars remarkably ani>eady

in the telefcope. The next morn-
ing, about eleven, finding the ftars

flutter mixh, I examined the ftate

of the (ky, and faw whitiih rays
afcending from every part of the
horizon, all tending to the pole of
the dipping needle, where at their
union they formed a fm.all thin and
white canopy, fimilar to the lumi-
nous one exhibited by an aurora in the
night. Thefe rays corufcated or
fhivered from the horizon to their

point of union.

Thefe effefts were diftinflly feen
by three different people, and their

point of union marked feparately hy
each of them.

There is certainly no reafon for
confining the effefts of aurora bo-
realis to the night, although it then
makes its moll magnificent difplay,

contrafted by the darknefs of the
fky.

The tumulous motion of the
ftars at certain times in ferene Ccies

has been taken notice of by the
Abbe De La Caille, at the Cape of
Good Hope ; and M. De La Lands
remarks, that fomctimes, when a
fouth-wefl wind prevails at Paris, the
fame elFeft ib produced. An aurora
borealis in this country is generally

fucceeded by a fouth-weft wind, and
frequently the wind veers round to

that point during its appearance

;

now if this phrcnomenon, as fug-
gefted by an ingenious member of
this Academy, fnould be inHamraa-
blc air In a Hate of inflamm::tion,

the water fo produced by fuch in-

flammation might fatisfailorily ac-
count for this unlbadinefs of the

rays, whether we fuppofe it either

in the a£l of abforption, or in the

llate of velicuJar vapour defcend-
ing from the upper regions of the

atmcfphere.

That
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That Inflammable air,atleafl. fome

fpecies of it, contains iron, cannot

well be difputed, as its efFed on an

infufion or tindure of galls Ihews

the prefence of iron. That there

is fome connexion, hitherto unex-

plored, between magnetifm and the

aurora borealis fecnis highly pro-

bable. The unlleadinefs of the

magnetic needle during the appear-

ance of this phscnomenon is known
to every one, and indicates fuch

connexion ; the union of the radii

of a ftrong aurora borealis in the

jole of the dipping needle llrength -

ens the fame conjefture, which is

itill further confirmed by the fitu-

ation of the luminous northern arch,

generally the firlt fymptom of a

ilrong aurora, and from whence, in

all probability, the name was taken;

for the higheft point of this arch is

always found in the magnetic meri-

dian.

This pha2nomenon is certainly

more common now than it was a

century or even half a century ago;

this I find moil people, even the moll

illiterate, agreed in. Upon exa-

mining the accounts of the authen-

ticated appearances of the aurora

borealis, fo carefully colleded by
the celebrated De Mairan, I per-

ceive a chafm in the lift of obferv-

ations for about forty years in the

laft century, in the middle of which

chafm, nearly, is the year 1661, in

which year we are told the variation

of the needle at Paris was o. We
feem alfo to coiled, from the fame

author's refearches that the fre-

quency of this appearance feems to

have decreafed with the diminution

of the eailern variation, and it now
feems to increafe with the increafing

weilern variation. What real con-

nexion there may be between the

'variaucn of the needle and the au-

rora borealis, or the caufe of it, I

acknowledge myfelf entirely igno-

rant; but perhaps this trifling Hint

may engage the attention of others,

who have both more leifure and abi-

lities for fuch an interefting difqui-

fition."

A Table containing an authentic State-

ment of the Population of China,

di=vided into Pro'viuces; jnade in the

z'jih Tear of the Reign of Kien-

Long; /'. e. in 1761.

—

From the

Tranfation of Abbe Grofier's De-

fcripiion of China.

" ^""T^HISftate of the population

j[ of China, which may be

confidered as peculiarly authentic,

was taken from the Tribunal of

Lands there, and received in France

in 1779. It is written in Chinefe

charafters ; but an explanation of

thefe charaflers is added by Chi-

nefe words correfponding to them,

which were tranllated into French

at Pe-king, A copy of this ori-

ginal piece follows ; but it muft be

read from top to bottom, becaufe

the Chinefe lines are vertical. It

is alfo necelTary to obferve, that the

ouan of the Chinefe is equal to ten

thoufand.

C H O N G
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CHONG MIN CHOU:
ALL r HE PEOPLE NUMBERED,

I.

FONG-TIEN *.

Ching, pro'vince

Ta, great

Siao, little

Nan, 77ie7i

Niu, i-VDmen

Kong, in all

Leou, \ f. ,

Che, v''y
Leou,yz;e

Ouan, ten thou/and

Pa, eight

Tfien, thoiffand

Pa, eight

Pei, hundred

[668,852.]

II.

TCHE-LY f.

Ching, province

Ta, ^;-^«/

Siao, little

Nan, 7/»f«

Niu, luomen

Kong, in all

y, o«?

Tften, thou/and

0\x,fi've

Pei, hundred

Eul, 7, ,

Che,r-^"^'''J'

Eul, tiuo

Ouan
Eul, tiuo

Tfien, tboufand

* Leao-ton£j.

t OrPe-tchcli.

Kieo, Jiine

Pei, hundred

Chi, }>'-''

[15,222,940.]

HI.

Ngan-hoei *.

Ching, province

Ta, great

Siao, little

Nan, 7nen

Niu, <ivonien

Kong, in all

Eul, /zuo,

Tfien, thou/and

Eul, /Xt'O

Pei, hundred

Tli, ? .

Che, C
^''''"'y

Leo'j,y£v

Ouan
Y, o«^

Tfien, ihoufand

San, 7 /

Che,r^'^'-^

[22,761,030.]

IV.

Kl ANG-SOU.

Ching, province
Ta, great

Siao, //'///^

Nan, 77/f«

Niu, 'iKi&men

Kong, in all

* Kiang-nan is divided

into tvvo provinces ; one of

which is called Ngan-hoei

;

tlie other, Kiang-fou.

Eul, ivjo

Tfien, thou/and

San, three

Pei, hundred

Y, one

Che, ten, 1 r .

Leou,/x, 1>^^^^*

Ouan
Y, one

Tfien, thou/and

St, four
Pei, hundred

Kieou, nine

[23,161,409.]

V.

KlANG-SI.

Ching, province

Ta, great

Siao, little

Nan, fnen

Niu, v.wmen

Kong, ;// all

Y, one

Tfien, thou/and

Y, o«£'

Pei, hundred

Ouan
hCOXXyflX

Tfien, thou/and

Leou,y?;c

Pei, hundred

Chi,}^'-'->'

[11,006,640.]

VI.

TCHE*KIANG.

Ching, provinsit

Ta, great

Siao, //V//#

Nan,
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Nan, men

Niu, ^Msmen

Kong, in all

Y, one

Tfien, ihoufand

OOfJi've

Pei, hundred

Se, 1 .

Eul, tuoo

Ouan
Kieou, nine

Tfien, thou/and

lL,SO\i,JtX

Pei, hundred

Kieou, ) . ,

Che, v'''''y
[15,429,690.]

VII.

FOU-KIEN.

Ching, province

Kong, in all

Pa, eight

Pei, hundred

Leou, Jix

Ouan
San, three

Tfien, thoufand

LeoUo^A-

Pei, hundred

Che, l-^'"""'-^

,y, one

[8,063,671,]

VIII.

HOU-PE*.

Ching, pro'vince

Ta, great

Siao, little

Nan, men
Niu, women
Kong, in all

Pa, eight

Pei, hundred
Pa, f {»/?>/

Ouan
Leou,y?x

Pei, hundred

Sarij /^rf

[8,080,603.]

IX.

HOU-NAN.

Ching, pro-vince

^' 1
Che, V ei

Pa, i

* Hou-pe is divided into

two provinces j Hoa-pe
and Hg-nan.

Kong, in all

Pa, eight

Pei, hfindred

Che,}'^^^'->'

Eul, tivo

Ouan
Kieou, nine

Tfien, thoufand

San, three

Pei, hundred

[8,829,320.]

X.

Chang-tonc.

Ching, pro'vince

Ta, j^/-i?i2/

Siao, /////f

Nan, men
Niu, 'vjomen

Kong, /« «//

Eul, /tifo

Tfien, thoufand

OUff've
Pei, hundred

ightce

Ouan
Tfi,yi-£;^«

Pei, hundred

San, 7 7 •

C.'.e,r^''^'-'->'

Se,yo?<;-

[25,180,734,]

XI.

Ho-NAN.

Ching, pro'vince

Kong, in all

y, o«?

Tfien, thoufand

Leou, //a-

Pei, hundred

Ch^, }''">''
,

San, ^/6r<?^

Ouan
Eul, t-v:o

Tfien, thcufcnd

Owyf.-ve

Pei, hundred

Tfh fe-ven

[16,332,507.]

xn.

Chan-si.

Ching, pro'vince

Ta, great

Siao, little

Nan, ^z^/z

Niu, 'Momen

Kong, in all

Kieou, nine

Pei, hmidred

Tfi, 7 ,

Leou,
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Leoa, Jix



48 ANNUAL REGISTER, 17^9.

Tfien, thcitfanii

Pa, eight

Pei, hundred

Eul, t--u:o

[2,078,802.]

XIX.

KOEI-TCHEOU.

Ching, pro'vince

Ta, great

Siao, little

Nan, men

Niu, 'women

Kong, in all

San, three

Pei, hundred

Che,}/"-*
Ouan
Eul, tvoo

Tfien, thou/and

Tdf/e-ven

Pei, hundred

^^^^\
twenty

Eul, /'XVO

[3402,722.]

KIEN-LONG.

Eul, •)

, ,

Leou,j/f;f

Nien, _)'««;*

If we add all thefe quantities, we fluall have, for the fum total

of the inhabitants of China in 1761, which was the twenty-fixtJi

year of the reign of Kien-long, one hundred and ninety-eight

millions, two hundred and fourteen thoufand, five hundred and

fifty-three.

This regifter was accompanied
with a comparative ftate of the po-

pulation in the twenty-fifth and

twenty-fixth years of the reign of

Kien-long, Or in 1760 and 1761, In

the former, there were found to be

in China \()6,%^-j, <)-]'] mouths; in the

fecond, 198,214,553; there was
therefore an increafe of 1,376,576
in the coiirfe of one year only.

But, twenty years have elapfed fince

the epocha of this numeration ; and.

[198,214,553.1

as it can be proved by fa£ls, that

the population of China, for a long

time paft, has been progreffively in-

creafing, may we not thence pre-

fume, that this empire contains at

prefent two hundred millions of in-

habitants ? It will, no doubt, be al-

lowed, that there is no fovereign in

the univerfe who commands fo many
people united in the fame fociety,

and governed by the fame laws*"

The Manner of making Porcelain.

—

From thefame,

" f 1"^HE fine Porcelain of China

\^ is fo celebrated, that we
cannot omit giving fome account of

the manner of preparing the parte of
which it is made. This fubilance is

produced by the mixture of two
forts of earth ; one of which is called

pe-tun-tfe, and the other, kao-lin ;

the latter is intermixed with fmall

fliining particles ; the othCris purely

white, and very fine to the touch.

Thefe firft materials are carried to

the manufactories in the fhape of

bricks. The pe-tun-tfe, which is fo

fine, is nothing elfe but fragments

of rock taken from certain quarries,

and reduced to powder. Every kind

of ftone is not fit for this purpofe.

The colour of that nxhich is good, fay

the Chinefe, ought to incline a little

toivards green. A large iron club is

ufed for breaking thele pieces of
rock; tiiey are afterwards put into

mortars ; and, by means of levers

headed with flone bound round witk

iron, they are reduced to a very fine

powder. Thefe levers are put in

adion either by the labour of men,-

or by water, in the fame manner as

the
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the hammers of our paper-mills.

The dull: afterwards collected, is

thrown into a large veflcl full of wa-

ter, which is llrongly ftirred with an

iron fhovel. When it has been left

to fettle for fome time, a kind of

cream rife;> on the top, about four

inches in ihicknefs, which is fliimmed

off and poured into another vcfTel

filled with water ; the water in the

firft vefl'el is ilirred feveral times,

and the cream which rifes is ftill

colle6led, until nothing remains but

the coarfe dreg";, which, by their own
weight, precipitate to the bottom

:

thefe dregs are carefully colleifted,

and pounded anew.

With regard to what is taken

from the firft vefTbl, it is fuffered to

remain in the fecond until it is form-

ed into a kind of cruft at the bot-

tom. When the water above it

feems quite clear, it is poured oir,

by gently inclining the veflel, that

the fediment may not be dillurbed

;

and the parte is thrown into large

moulds proper for drying it. Be-
fore it is entirely hard, it is divided

into fmall fquare cakes, which are

fold by the hundred. The coloift-

of this parte, and its form, have oc-

cafioned it to receive the name of
pe-tiin- t/e.

The kao-lin which is ufed in the

Gompofition of porcelain, requires

lefs labour than the pe-tun-ffe. Na-'

ture has a greater rtiare in the pre-

paration of it. There are large

mines of it in the bofoms of certam

mountains, the exterior ftrata of
which confifts of a kind of red earth.

Thefe mines are very deep, and the

kao-lin is found in fmall lumps, that

are formed into bricks, after having
gone through the Gime procefs as

x.\\^ pe-tim-tfe. Father d'Entrecolles

thinks that the earth called tore de

Make, or St. Paulas earth, has much
Vol. XXXI.

affinity to the kaolin, although thofe

imall Ihining particles are not ob-
ferved in it which are interfperfed in
the latter.

It is from the kao-lin, that fine

porcelain derives all its ftrength ; if

we may be allowed the expreffion,

it Itands it in ftead of nerves. It is

very extraordinary, that a foft earth
fhould give ftrength and conhftency
to \\\t pc-tun tfi, which is procured
from the hardeft rocks. A rich
Chinefe merchant told F. d'Entre-
colles, that the Engliih and Dutch
had purchafed fome of the pe-tun-ffe,

which they tranfported to Europe,
with a defign of making porcelain ;

but, having carried with them none
of the kao-lin, their attempt proved
abortive, as tneyhave fince acknow-
ledged, l^hey vjanied, faid this Chi-
nefe, laughing, to form a tody the

Jielh of -ivhich Jhould fupport it/elf

•luit/joiit bo:ies.

Tlie Chinefe have difcovered,
within thefe few years, a new fub-
ftance proper to be employed in the
compofition of porcelain. It is a
rtonc, or rather fpecies of chalk,
called hca-che, from which the phy-
ficians prepare a kind of draught
tliat is faid to be deterfive, aperient,

and cooling. The manufatlurers of
porcelain liave thought proper to

employ this Itone initead of kao-lin.

It is called hoa becaufe it is gluti-

nous, and has a great refemblance to

foap. Porcelain made with hoa-che

is very rare, and much dearer than
any other. It has an exceeding fine

grain, and, with regard to the paint-

ing, if it be compared with that of
the common porcelain, it appears to

furpafs it as much as vellum does pa-
per. This porcelain i.:, befides, fo

light, that it furprlfes thofe who are
accullomed to handle other kinds

;

it is alfo much more brittle j and it

E is
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is very difficult to hit upon the pro-

per degree of tempering it.

Hca chc'is feldom ufed in forming

the body of the work; the artill is

contented fometimes with making it

into a very fine fize, in which the

veffel is plunged when dry, in order

that it may receive a coat before it

IS painted and varnifhed : by thefe

means, it acquires a fuperior degree
of beauty.

When hoa-che is taken from the

mine, it is wafhed in rain or river

water, to feparate it from a kind of
yellow earth which adheres to it. It

IS then pounded, put into a tub filled

with water, to diffolve it, and after-

wards formed into cakes like kao-lin.

We are affured, that hoa-che^ when
prepared in this manner, without the

mixture of any other earth, is alone

fuificient to make porcelain. il

ferves inftead of kao-lin ; but it is

much dearer. Kao-lin cofts only

ten pence fterling ; the price oi hoa-

che is half-a-crown : this difference

therefore greatly enhances the va-

lue of porcelain made with the lat-

ter."

Curious Accou7it of a young Leveret
7iurtured by a Cat.— Extrailed
from the Natural Hijlory and Anti-

quitits of Selborne, in the Cmnty
of Southampton, b\- the Re-v. Mr,
White.

" TX7E have remarked in a form-

VV ^r letter how much incon-

gruous animals, in a lonely Ifate,

may be attached to each other from
a fpirit of fociality ; in this it may
not be amifs to recount a different

motive which has been known to

create as llrange a fondnefs.

My friend had a little helplefs le-

vej ec brought to him, which the fer-

vants fed with milk in a fpoon, an«3

about the fame time his cat kittened,

and the young were difpatched and
buried. The hare was foon loft, and
fuppofed to be gone the way of moft

fondlings, to be killed by fome dog
or cat. However, in about a fort-

night, as the mailer was fitting in

his garden in the dufk of the even-
ing, he obferved his cat, with tail

eretl, trotting towards him, and call-

ing with little fhort inward notes of
complacency, fuch as they ufe to-

wards their kittens, and fomething
gambolling after, which proved to

be the leveret, that the cat had fup-

ported with her milk, and continued

to fupport with great affedlion.

Thus was a graminivorous animal
nurtured by a carnivorous and pre-
daceous one 1

V/hy fo cruel and fanguinary a
beaft as a cat, of a ferocious genus
of f'les, the murium leo, as Linnsu*
calls it, Ihould be afteded with any
tendernefs towards an animal which
is its natural prey, is not fo eafy to

determine.

This ftrange affedion probably
was occafioned by that defiderium,

thofe tender maternal feelings, which
the lofs of her kittens had awakened
in her breaft ; and by the compla-
cency and eafe (lie derived to herfelf

from the procuring her teats to be
drawn, which were too much dif-

tended with milk, till, from habit,

fhe became as much delighted with

this fondling as if it had been her
real offspring.

This incident is no- bad folution

of that ftrange circumftance which
grave hiftorians, as well as the poets,

affert, of expofed children being

fometimes nurtured by female wild

beafts that probably had loft their

young. For it is not one whit more
marvellous that Romulus and Remus,

9 in



NATURAL HISTORY. SI

in their infant ftate, fhould be nurfed

by a Khe-wolf, than that a poor little

fucking leveret Ihould be follered

and cherilhed by a bloody grimal-

kin."

Some Account of the poifonous Ser-

pents and Plants in the Country nf

the Hottentots.

—

Extradedfrom a

Narrative ofFour fournies into the

Country of the Hottentots and Caf-

fraria, in the Tears 1787, 8, 9, ^y

Lieutenant Paterfon.

" 'Hp'HE Horned Snnhe, is the

JL moft poifonous of thefe rep-

tile.s ; it is of a greyifh colour, and

about eighteen inches long : its head,

which is very flat, is large in pror

portion to the fize of the body, with

fmall fcales, which the inhabitants

call horns, rifing over its eyes.

This ferpent, fo truly formidable

from the mortal nature of its bite,

particularly abounds in the country

of the Bofhmen and Nimiqua Hot-

tentots, who ufe its poifon in prefe-

rence to that of all others, for poi-

foning their arrows. The Boilimen,

indeed, who have no cattle of their

own, and depend entirely on their

bows for fubfiltence, feem to have

been furnilhed by nature with this

poifon as their only defence agalnll

their numerous enemies. Impelled

by hunger, they often quit the

mountains and plunder the Dutch
peafants of their cattle ; and, were
it not for thefe poifonous weapons,

they would be unable to withiland

or efcape from the parties which in

thefe cafes are fent againft them ;

but thus armed, feveral of the Dutch
have been killed, and many ha\c
barely efcaped with life from their

wounds.

The ufual mode of preparing iiiis

poifooj is by bruifing the whole

fnake till it becomes of the confid-

ence of a gum: a fmall quantity of

this fubltance is then tied on the

point of the arrow with fmall finews

:

two or more barbs are formed in the

arrow to prevent its quitting the

flelli.

This poifon is fometimes mixed
with others, to form a preparation

called rot poifon, which, as I was
informed by a peafant of the coun-

try, produces a mortification with-

out much pain. The wife of a Dutch
peafant travelling to the Cape, was

attacked in the night by a party of

Bofhmen, who came to Ileal her

cattle ; (he received a wound from

an arrow on her Ihoulder; and fci

rapid was the effedt of the poifon,

that before fhe reached the Cape,
her brealls came off, and a cure was

impoflible. This and many other

inllances have been related to me
by the country people. I fnall not

attempt to vouch for the truth of

them ; but they are generally be-

lieved at the Cape. Many Hottentots

die of the bice of poifonous ferpents;

but J have feen feveral who had re-

covered ; though, from what I could

learn, they had no mode of cure but

the aftual cautery.

The Koufe-band, or Gartcr-fnaht

is another of the poifonous reptiles

of that country: It is particularly

dangerous to travellers, as it refem-

bles the foil fo much in colour, that

it is not readily perceived. The
Koufe-band is fmall, and feldom ex-

ceeds eighteen inches in length. I

imagine it to be the Covra Manilla

of the Eaft Indies. This tribe is

faid to occafion almoft inftant death.

But, as all fnakcs lofe a confiderablc

portion of their poifonous quality by
repeatirg the., bite, there may be

times vvhen the poifon is not fo

E, 2 flrong,
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ftrong, or fo mortal. I had an oppor-

tunity of feeing a farmer, at the hot

baths near the C;ipe, who had been
bitten by a koufe-band in the foot.

For fome time after the circuniitance

happened, he found great benelit

from bathing the wounded part with

cold water, mixed with a large quan-
tity of fait. When I faw him he had
been lame for two years. When-
ever he took much exercife, it occa-

iioned a fwelling in the leg, to which
the warm bach afforded a temporary
relief.

The I'elloiv Snake, which differs

only in colour from the Covra Ca-
pella, or hooded fnake of India, is

frequently found here. Though ex-

tremely poifonous, their fize and
bright yellow colour renders it eafy

to avoid them. They are from four

to eight feet in length. The yellow

fnake is mollly found in rat-holes.

After eating thefe animals, which

form the chief part of its food, it

takes poffeffion of their holes : this

renders it dangerous for travellers

to lie down in any place where there

are traces of this dcllruiTtive rep-

tile.

The Hottentots procure the poi-

fon of this fnake by differing the

bag from its mouth, and dipping

finevvs, which they afterwards tie on
\h.e points of their arrows, in the li-

quid it contains-

The Puff Aiuhr, witich has its

name from blowing itfelf up to near

a foot in circumference, is of a

greyifh colour, and about three feet

and a half in length : it is confider-

ably thicker than any 1 ever faw in

that country : its head is large and

flat ; the poifon- teeth about an inch

long, and hooked. The puff adder

is extremely dangerous to cattle. In

one of my excurfions in the country,

a horfe of mine was bit by one of

them in the mouth, while grazing,

and furvived the wound but two

days.

The Spring Adder is a very dan-

gerous, but uncommon fnake; it is

jet Mack, with white fpots, from three

to four feet long, and proportionably

thick. When colonel Gordon (now

commander in chief at the Cape)

was in that country, in the year fe-

venteen hundred and feventy-five,

he mentioned to me a circumllance

of his having met two flave boys

chafed by a fpiing adder, which

feemed to be gaining ground upon

them, when he Ihot it through the

middle.

The Night Snake, which is more
beautiful than any of the others, is

from eighteen to twenty inches long,

and very thin : it is belted with

black, red, and yellow ; and when
near, at night, has the appearance

of fire. The Hottentots call it kill-

men.
Thefe fix fpecies of ferpents, about

the Cape of Good Hope, 1 had the

opportunity of feeing ; and brought

home fpecimcns of moll of them,

preferved in fpirits, for further in-

ipedlion. I however regret much,
that, as my chief objeft was the col-

leftion of plants, I had it not in my
power to remain long enough in any-

one place to make fuch experiments

on their feveral poifons as might have

enabled me to have given a clear

account of their effeds from my
own obfervation. There are, I have

no doubt, many other fnakes in that

country with which we are as yet

unacquainted. One, which is called

the Spoog Slang, or Spitting Snake,

has been mentioned to ine by the in-

habitants of the country, who fay it

will throw its poifon to the diftance

of feveral yards ; and that people

have been blinded by them j but this

never
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never came under my own infpec-

tion.

The BJack or Rock Scorpion, is

nearly as venomous as any of the

ferpent tribe. A farmer who refided

at a place called the Parle, near the

Cape, was flung by one in the foot,

during my (lay in the country, and

died in a few hours.

Doftor Syde, one of the Cape
phyficians, informed me that feveral

people had been brought to him

ftung by fcorpions, and that he found

oil to be the beft antidote he ever

tried. The natives of India hold

the part wounded as near to the fire

as pofTible, for a confiderable time,

which, they fay, produces a perfect

cure.

I fhall here add a few obfervations,

which occurred to me while ferving

in the fouthern army in the Eai^ In-

dies, refpeding fome of our foldiers

who were bitten by fnakes in that

campaign.

The fouthern countries of Indoflan

abound with the fmall fnake called

the Covra Manilla, which is well

known to be very poifonous. The
Bramins tell us that they can admi-

nifler complete relief in the mofl

defperate cafes ; but their mode of

praftice has hitherto been kept a

fecret from Europeans. Colonel

Fullarton, however, procured a fmall

box of their pills from the reverend

Mr. Swartz, a mifnonary at Tan-
jore ; and at the fiege of Carrore,

we had an opportunity of proving

the eflefts of them. One of our

Sepoys was bitten, and fo ill that

we defpaired of his life. The co-

lonel gave him one of the pills, which
feemed to adl as a very itrong opiate

for fome time, and threw him into

a delirium; in two days, however,

the man was perfeftly recovered.

We had alfo a fecond proof of

their utility, though the man did not

appear to be fo ill as on the former

occafion. I was witnefs to a third

cafe, where we could not procure

thefe pills. A fervant of lieutenant

Smith, in the fame regiment with

myfclf, was bitten. The lieutenant

gave him nothing but brandy and
hot Madeira wine, and kept him in

a flate of intoxication for twenty-

four hours ; the next day the pain

was gone, bu'. the man continued in-

difpofed for Ibme time.

A fcldier in the feventy-eighth

regiment, after a wound from a fer-

pent, was fo ill that his whole body

was difcobured, and he was confi-

dered as incurable by all the furge-

ons in the army. In this cafe we
could not have recourfe to the Bra-

min's pills; and it was thought that

nothing but the ftrength of his con-

ftitution could ha.ve faved him.

Another circumftance, refpecling

the bite of fnakes, which happened
near Bengal, will not, I flatter my-
felf, be deemed unworthy of atten-

tion :—When a brigade was canton-

ed, the houfes had not been inhabited

for fome time before. Soon after

they went in, there were fome men
found dead in the morning ; for

which fadl they were totally unable

to account. The difalter, however,

was foon difcovered to proceed from
the bite of fnakes. On fcarching,

they found vail numbers of thel'e

animals in the holes of the mud-
walls ; the greateil part of which

they killed. They were then ad-

vifed to lay a quantity of onions and
garlick about their rooms, in the

infide; and after that, no further

traces of them were perceived.

It is much to be wiihed that any
certain remedy for the bite of thofe

poifonous animals could be difcover-

ed, and fuch as rrvight be carried iu

E 3 the
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the traveller's pocket, when pro-

ceeding on a long journey. Bota-

nills, or naturalilb, are more expofed

than any other clafs of men, as they

are conltantly wandering in the fields

among (hrubs and grafs, where they

cannot difcover thofe reptiles fo rea-

dily as thofe who confine themfelves

to beaten paths. It is feldom they

can carry a bed with them ; and

when lying on the ground, they are

in danger of turning themfelves on

thofe venomous creatures, who often

creep near the human body for the

fake of warmth. It is not uncom-
mon for them to get into beds, as I

have myfelf obferved in the Eall

Indies.

Though there are few countries

iu the world which abound more
with deleterious vegetables than the

country adjacent to the Cape of

Good Hope, yet the principal dan-

ger, to the traveller, refults from

the animated part of the creation;

he can always avoid tlie one, when
he cannot apprehend the other. I

am only acquainted with four of the

former kind, which are commonly
employed as inllruments of dellruc-

tion.

The firft is a large bulbous plant,

Amaryllis Dijiicha, which is called

mad poifon, from the eiFecls ufually

produced on the animals which are

wounded by the weapons impreg-
nated with it. The natives prepare

this poifon in the following manner :

they take the bulbs, about the time

v/hen they arc putting out their

leaves, and cutting them tranfverfely,

extract a thick fluid, which is kept

in the fun till it comes quite of the

confiftence of gum. It is then put

up for ufe; and the method of lay-

ing it on their arrows has been al-

ready defcribed.

The hunters employ this fpecies

of poifon chiefly for the purpofe of
killing fuch animals as are intended

for food, fuch as antelopes and other

fmall quadrupeds. After they are

wounded, they can, and do in gene-

ral, run for feveral miles ; and it

frequently happens that they are not

found till the next day, notwith-

ftanding the poifonousfubfiance hav-

ing penetrated the mufcular parts.

When the leaves of this plant are

young, the cattle are very fond of
them, though they are inftant death;

the farmers tlierefore are very cau-

tious not to fuffer them to enter into

the tradls which are fufpected ofpro-
ducing this plant.

The fecond is a fpecies of Eu-
phorbia, which is found in that part

of the country which is inhabited by
Bofhmen, and in the Great Nimiqua
Land. The gum of this is alio ufed

for arrows; but the plant is more
commonly ufed for poifoning the

v/ater where the animals refort to

drink; and a firangcr, who travels in

that country, mull be very careful

in examining the fpring before he
drinks.

This plant grove's from about fif-

teen to twenty feet in height, fend-

ing out many branches full offtrong

fpines. The natives cut off as many
of tlie branches as they think ne-

ceffary for the dsftrudllonof the ani-

mals they intend to poifon. They
generally condudl the water a few

yards from the fpring into a pit

made for the purpofe ; after which

they put in the euphorbia, and cover

the fpring, fo that the creacures have

no choice : and in that country water

is very fcarce ; fometimes it is twenty

miles from one fpring of water to

another.

The only animal I ever faw poi-

foned by this means, was a Zebra

;

it had fcarcely proceeded half a mile

from
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from the water before it dropped

;

and I was alTured by the natives that

none efcaped which drank of fuch

water, though they declared the flefh

was not injured by the poifon.

The third vegetable poifon pro-

ceeds from a fpecies of Rhus, which

is only found near the Great River,

or Orange River; and is faid to be

very dangerous. When this poifon

is extrafting, the operators cover

their eyes, as the lead drop touching

that organ would certainly deprive

them of fight. It is fomecimes ufed

for arrows.

The fourth is the only poifon

really ufeful to the European irha-

bitants ; it is a fmall fli' abby plant,

producing a nut, caller", by the Dutch,

Woolf Gift, or wolf poifon, which
they ufe for poifoning the Hyenas.

The method of preparing this, is

by taking the nuts and roalHng them
as they do coffee, after which they

pulverize them : they afterwards take

fome pieces of meat, or a dead dog,

which they fluff full of the powder,

and throw them into the fields. The
voracious hyenas meeting with any
thing of this kind, foon devour it,

and in general are found dead the

following day."

Some Accoiait of the Natural Hifcrj of
New South Wales.

—

From a Nar-
rative of the ExpeciitTon to Eotany

Bay, by Captain W. Tench, of th
Marines.

*' ^ a ^O the geographical know-

X ledge of this country, fup-

plied by captain Cook, and captain

Furneaux, we are able to add no-
thing. I'he latter explored the coafl

from Van Diemen's Land to the la-

titude of 39® fouth ; and Cook from
Point Hicks, which lies in 3;° 5S',

to Endeavour Streights. The in-

termediate fpace between the end

of Furneaux's difcovery and Point

Hicks, is, therefore, the only part of

the fouth-ealt coaft unknown; and it

fo happened on our paflage thither,

owing to the weather, which forbade

any part of the (hips engaging with

the fhore, that we are unable to pro-

nounce wheth, r, or not, a ftreight

interfedls the continent hereabouts:

though 1 beg leave to fay, that I

have been informed by a naval

friend, that when the fleet was ofF

this part of the coaft, a ftrong fet-off

flr^re was plainly felt.

At the diftance of 60 miles inland,

a prodigious chain of 1< fry m.oun-

tains runs nearly in a north and fouth

direftion, further than the eye can
trace them. Should nothing inter-

vene to prevent it, the governor in-

tends, (hortly, to explore their fum-
mits : and I think there can be little

doubt, that his curiofity will not go
unrewarded. If large rivers do exifl:

in the country, which fome of us arc

almoft fceptical enough to doubt,

their fources muft arife amidft thefe

hills ; and the direclion they run in,

for a confiderablc dillance, muil be
either due north, or due fouth. For
it is ftrikingly fingular that three

fuch noble harbours as Botany Bay,
Port Jackfon, and Broken Bay, alike

end in (hallows and fwanips, filled

with mangroves.

The general face c^ the country

is certainly pleafing, being diverfi-

ficd with gentle afccnts, and little

winding vallies, covered for the molt
part with large fpreading trees,

which afford a fucceffion of leaves

in all I'eafons. In thoie places where
trees are fcarce, a variety of flower-

ing fhrubs abound, moll of them en-

tirely new to an European, and fur-

pafling in beauty, fragrance, and
E 4 number.
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number, all I ever faw in an uncul-

tivated ftate: among thefe, a tall

fhrub, bearing an elegant white

flower, which fmells like Englilh

May, is particularly delightful, and
perfumes the air around to a great

dillance. The fpecies of trees are

few, and, I am concerned to add, t];e

wood univerfally of fo bad a grain,

as almoil to preclude a pollibility of
uiing it : the increafe of labour oc-

cafioned by this in our buildings has

been fuch, as nearly to exceed be-

lief. Thefe trees yield a profufion

of thick red gum (not unlike the

fanguis draconis) which is found

ferviceabie in medicine, particularly

in dyienteric complaints, where it

has fometimes fucceeded, when all

other preparations have failed. To
blunt its acrid qualities, it is ufual to

combine it with opiates.

The nature of the foil is various.

That immediately round Sydney
Cove is fandy, with here and there

a ftratum of clay. From the fand

we have yet been able to draw \cry

little ; but there feems no reafcn to

doubt, that many large tradls ofland

around us will bring to perfedlion

whatever ftiall be fown in them. To
give this matter a fair trial, fome
practical farmers capable of fuch an

undertaking fhould be fent cut ; for

the fpots v.'e have cbofen for expe-

riments in agriculture, in which we
can fcarce be fuppofed adepts, have
hitherto but ill repaid our toil, which
may be imputable to our having

chofen fuch as are unfavourable for

our purpofe.

Except from the fize of the trees,

the difficulties of clearing tlie land

are not numerous, underwood being

rarely found, though the country is

not abfolutely without it. Of the

natural meadows which Mr. Cook
jnentions near Botany Bay, we can

give no account ; none fuch exifi:

about Port Jackfon. Grafs, how-r

ever, grows in every place but thi;

fwamps with the greateft vigour and

luxuriancy, though it is not of the

finefl; quality, and is found to agree

better with horfes and cows than

fheep. A few wild fruits are fome-

times procured, among which is the

fmall purple apple mentioned by
Cook, and a fruit which has the ap-

pearance of a grape, though in tafte

more like a green goofeberry, being

excelTivelv four: probably were it

meliorated by caltiv^ation, it would
become more palatable.

Frefh water, as 1 have faid before,

is found but in inconfiderable quan-

tities. For the common purpofes of

life there is generally enough ; but

we know of no ftream in the country

capable of turning a mill : and the

remark made by Mr. Anderfon, of
the drynefs of the country round

Adventure Bay, extends without ex-

ception to every part of it whicii we
have penetrated.

Previous to leaving England, I

remember to have frequently heard

it afferted, that the difcovery of
mines was one of the fecondary ob-

jects of the expedition. Perhaps
there are mines; but, as no perfon

competent to form a decifion is to

be found among us, I wifh no one
to adopt an idea, that I mean to im-
prsfs him v.'ith fuch a belief, when I

llate, that individual?, whofe judg-

ments are not defpicable, are willing

to think favourably of this conjec-

ture, from fpecimens of ore feen in

many of the Hones picked up here.

I cannot quit this fubjeft without

regretting, that fome one capable of
throwing a better light on it, is not

in the colony. Nor can I help being

equally concerned, that an experi-

enced botanift was not fent oat, fpr

the
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the purpofe of collefting and de-

fcribing the rare and beautiful plants

with which the country abounds.

Indeed, we fl.urered ourlelves, when
at the Cape of Good Hope, that

Mafon, the king's botanical gar-

dener, who was employed tiicre in

coUecling for the royal nurfery at

Kew, would have joined us ; but it

feems his orders and engagements

prevented him from quitting that

beaten track, to enter on this fcene

of novelty and variety.

To the naturalift this country

holds out many invitations.—Birds,

though not remarkably numerous,

are in great variety, and of the moft

exquilite beauty of plumage, among
which are the cockatoo, lory, and
parroquet; but the bird which prin-

cipally claims attention is, a fpe-

cies of ollrich, approaching nearer

to the emu of South America, than

any other we know of. One of

them was fhot, at a confiderable

dillance, with a fingle ball, by a

convift employed for that purpofe

by the governor ; its weight, when
complete, was feventy pounds, and
its length from the end of the toe

to the tip of the beak, feven feet

two inches, though there was reafon

to believe it had not attained its full

growth. On diiTedion, many ana-

tomical fingularities were obferved

:

the gall-bladder was remarkably
large, the liver not bigger than that

of a barn-door fowl, and, after the

ftncteft fearch, no gizzard could be

found ; the legs, which were of a

valt length, were covered with thick

ftrong fcalcs, plainly indicating the

animal to be formed for living amidit

dcferts ; and tlic foot differed from
an oftrich's by forming a triangle,

anflcad of being cloven. Goldfmith,

whofe account of the emu is the only

one I can refer to, fays, " that it is

" covered from the back and rump
" with long feathers, which fail

" backward, and cover the anus

;

" thefe feathers are grey on the

*' back, and white on the belly."

The wings are fo fmall as hardly to

deferve the name, and are unfur-

niihed with thofe beautiful orna-

ments which adorn the wings of
the oilirich : all the feathers are ex-

tremely coarfe, but the conftruflion

of them deferves notice—they grow
in pairs from a fmgle Ihaft, a Angu-
larity which the author I have quot-

ed has omitted to remark. It may
be prefumed, that thefe birds are not

very fcarce, as feveral have been fccn,

fome of them immeniely large, but

they are fo wild, as to make fhoot-

ing them a matter of great diffi-

culty. Though incapable of flying,

they run with fuch fwiftncfs, that

our fleeteft greyhounds are left far

behind in every attempt to catch

them. The fiefli was eaten, and
tailed like beef.

Befides the emu, many birds of
prodigious fize have been feen,

which promife to increafc the num-
ber of thofe defcribed by naturalifls,

whenever we fliall be fortunate

enough to obtain them; but among
thefe the bat of the Endeavour river

is net to be found, in the woods
are various little ibngllers, whofe
notes are equally fweet and plain-

tive.

Of quadrupeds, except x\\c Kan-
garoo, 1 have little to fay. The
few met with are almoll invariably

of the opoflum tribe, biat even thefe

do not abound. To bealls of prey

we arc utter ftrangcrs, nor have we
yet any caufe to believe that they

exifl in the country. And happy it

is for us that they do not, as their

prefcnce
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prefence would ueprive us of the

only frclTi meals the fettlement af-

fords, the fiefli of the kangaroo.

This fingular animal is already

•known in Europe by the drawing

and defcription cf Mr. Cook. 1 o

the drawing nothing can be objefled

but the poJition of the claws of the

hinder leg, which are mixed toge-

ther like thofe of a dog, whereas no

fuch indiitinftnefs is to be found in the

animal I am defcribing. it was the

Chevalier de Perroufe who pointed

out this to me, while we were com-
paring a kangaroo with the plate ;

which, as he jullly obferved, is cor-

real enough to give the world in ge-

neral a good idea of the animal, but

not fufiiciendy accurate for the man
of fcience.

Of the natural hiftory of the Kan-
garoo we are ilill very ignorant.

We may, however, venture to pro-

nounce this animal a new fpecies of

opoiTum, the female being furniHied

with a bag, in which the young is

contained ; and in which the teats

are found. Thele laft are only two

in number, a ihong prefumptive

proof, had we no other evidence,

that the kangaroo brings forth rarely

more than one at a birth. But this

is fettled beyond a doubt, from more
than a dozen females having been

killed, which" had invariably but one

formed in the pouch. Notwith-

ftanding this, the animal may be

looked on as prolific, from the early

age it begins to breed at, kanga-

roos with young having been taken

of not more than thirty pounds

weight; and there is room to believe

that when at their utraoft growth,

they weigh not lefs than one hundred

and fifty pounds. A male of one

hundred and thirty pounds weight

has been killed, whofe dimcnfior.s

were as follows

:

Ft,
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months paft very few have been
taken. Botany Bay in this refpeft

exceeds Port Jackfon. The French
once caught near two thoufand fifh

in one day, of a fpecies of grouper,

to which, from tlic form of a bone
in the head refembling a helmet, we
have given the name of light horfe-

man. To this may be added bafs,

mullets, flcait, foles, leather-jackets,

and many other fpecies, all fo good
in their kind, as to double our regret

at their not being more numerous.

Sharks of an enormous fize are found

here. One of thefe was caught by

the people on board the Sirius,

which meafured at the fhouldcrs fix

feet and a half in circumference.

His liver yielded twenty-four gallons

of oil ; and in his itomach was found

the head of a fhark, which had been

thrown overboard from the fame
fhip. The Indians, probably from
having felt the efFefts of their vora-

cious fury, tellify the utmoll horror

on feeing thefe terrible nih.

V^enomous animals and reptiles

are rarely feen. Large fnakes beau-

tifully variegated have been killed,

but of the efFed of their bites we
are happily ignorant. Infeds, tho'

numerous, are by no means, even in

uimmer, fo trouWefome as I have

found them in America, the Weft
Indies, and other countries.

The climate is undoubtedly very

defir:ible to live in. In fummer the

h:a.-; are ufually moderated by the

fea breeze, which fets in early ; and
in v.'inter the degree of cold is fo

flight as to occafion no inconveni-

ence; once or twice we have had
hoar frofts and hail, but no appear-

ance of fnow. The thermometer
has never rifen beyond 84, nor fallen

lowf'r than 35, in general it Hood, in

the beginning of February, at be-

tween 78 and 74 at noon. Nor is

the temperature of the air lefs heal-

thy than pleafant. Thofe dreadful

putrid fevers, by which new countries

are fo often ravaged, are unknown
to us : and, exceptiug a flight diar-

rhoea, which prevailed foon after we
had landed, and was fatal in very

few inRances, we are ilrangers to

epidemic difeafes.

On the whole (thunder florms in

the hot months excepted) I know not

any climate equal to this I write in.

Ere we had been a fortnight on
Ihore, we experienced fome llorms

of thunder, accompanied with rain,

than which nothing can be conceived

more violent and tremendous, aivd

their repetition for feveral days,

joined to tiie damage they did, by
killing feveral of our flieep, led us to

draw prefages of an unpleafant na-

ture. Happily, however, for many
months we have efcaped any fimilar

vifuations."

USEFUL
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An Account of the Method of making

the Otter o/"Rofes, as it is prepared

in the Eaft Indies. Ccinmunicated

in a Letter from Donald Monro,
M. D. of London, to Mr. John
Robinfon, ProfeJJor of Natural

Philofophy in the Vniverfity of
Edinburgh,—Frow Vol. II. of the

Tranfafticns of the Royal Society

cf Edinburgh.

London, Jermyn Street, July 10, 17S3.

SIR,
Had the following receipt for

making the Otter of Rofes,

as it is prepared in the Eaft Indies,

from major Mackenzie of Coull, in

the county of Rofs, who told me he

got the account from an officer of
his corps, who was up in the country

where it is prepared, and affilted in

making it himfelf.

Take a very large glazed earthen

or ftone jar, or a large clean wooden
cafk; fill it with the leaves of the

flowers of rofes, very well picked,

and freed from all feeds and llalks

;

pour on them as much pure fpring

water as will cover them, and fet

the veffel in the fun in the morning
at funrife, and let it ftand till the

evening, when take it into the hr>ufe

for the night; expofe it in this

manner for fix or feven fuccef-

five days, and, at the end of the

third or fourth day, a number of

particles, of a fine yellow oily mat-

ter, will float on the furface, which.

in two or three days more, will ga-
ther into a fcum, which is the Otter

of Rofes. This is taken up by
fome cotton, tied to the end of a

piece of ftick, and fqueezed with

the finger and thumb into a fmall

phial, which is immediately well

ftopped ; and this is repeated for

fome fucceffive evenings, or while

any of this fine eflential oil rifes to

the furface of the water.

N. B. I have been informed that

fome few drops of this eflential oil

have been more than once colledled

by dillillation, in the fame, manner
as the effer.tial oils of other plants

here in London.

I am. Sir,

Your molt obedient

humble fervant,

D. Monro.

Thefollon.mng Letterfrom Mr, Boote,

addref'ed to the Secretary of the So-

ciety for the Encouragement of
Arts, Manufaftures, and Com-
merce, on the comparati-ve Merits

of the Drill and Broad-caft Huf-
bandry, received the Gold Medal
(the Premium o£'ered by the Society

on that Subject.) The very fatif-

factory Information it conlainsy

nx'iU mofl prohably determine a Point

nvhich hasfo long divided the Opi-

nions of the moft experienced and
inquiftive Agrictdturifs. — From
Vol, VIL of the Tranjaciicns of the

Society
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Society for the Encouragement of

Arts, Manufadtures, a/ui Com-
merce.

SIR,
" /t S my former accounts of

Ji\ experiments comparatively

made between drilling and broad-

calting, in order to dilcover which

was the moil advantageous method

of cultivating land, have met with a

favourable reception by the Society

of Arts, Manufaftures, and Com-
merce, 1 am induced to lay before

them a further ftatement of my fuc-

cefs in drilling, upon a fcale of three

hundred and twenty-three acres, in

the year 1788 (which makes the

third year of my pradice at large, in

the diill fyl^em, upon my farm)

viz. wheat feventy, barley ninety,

oats feven, beans fifty-two, peas

twenty-eight, turneps feventy, cole

fix acres.

The comparative experiments

which I made in the year 1787, be-

tween drilling and broad-calling four

acres of each with wheat, was upon
cold clay, that being the only foil

upon which I entertained at that

time any doubts of the drill lyftem

having a fuperiority over the broad-

call ; and, having repeatedly and
fuccefsfully derived an uniform fu-

periority in favour of drilling, on
light fands and dry loams, it was
my intention never to give myfelf
the trouble of repeating a compara-
tive experiment on fuch foils : but,

refledling on the attention which the

Society have paid to my former let-

ters on the fubjcd of drilling, by
giving them a place in their Tranf-
adions ; and confidering that the

Society, by continuing to offer a pre-
mium for the comparative culture

of drilling and broad-calling, was
defirous of Hill further experiments

than thofe I have already commu-
nicated ; I determined to facrifice

the profits of fixteen pounds, which,

from the refult of former experi-

ments, I had reafon to believe I

fhould lofe, by lowing four acres

broad -call, to the pleafure and fa-

tisfaclion I might have in furniQiing;

the Society with the refult of a
comparative experiment between
drilling and broad-cailing four acres

of each upon a fandy loam, agree-

ably to the terms propofed by the

Society for making fuch afcertain-

ment.

Accordingly I fixed upon a
twenty-acre piece, which was trench-

ploughed for a turnep-fallow in the

beginning of November 1786, and
dunged about Chriltmas following ;

afterwards ploughed three times, at

proper intervals ; alfo harrowed oc-
cafionally, and drilled with turneps,

in rows twelve inches apart : the
turneps were well hoed three times,

and produced an exceeding good
crop ; which was eat off by iheep in

autumn : t\i?. land was afterwards

trench-ploughed, four acres of which
were drilled with four bufhels of
wheat ; the fame day four acres

adjoining (the foil as fimilar as pof-

fible) were fown broad-call with
ten bulliels of wheat, in order to

make the comparative experiment.

In the firil week of April 17S8,

the drilled wheat was hoed, and re-

peated the lad week in the fame
month; at which time the broad-

call was alfo hoed, with hoes of 3

proper ftze for the purpofe, in or-

der to give it every advantage : at

harveft the crops of the refpedix'e

four acres were feparatcly reaped,

each laid by itfolf in the barn, and
feparately thraflied, in order to af-

certain, with the grcatell accuracy,

the ditlerence of each produce. The
refult
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refult as follows ; which alfo ap-

pears in the numbers 14 and 15 of

the next afcertainments.

Produce of four acres drilled, one

hundred and nineteen bulhels, one

gallon, and four pints; produce of

four acres broad-caft, ninety-four

bufhels, two gallons, and four pints

•—difference in favour of drilling,

tv%'enty-four bufliels, feven gallons,

which, at five (hillings and fix pence

per bufhel, together with fix bufhels

of feed faved by drilling, which cod

me feven (hillings and four pence

halfpenny per bufliel, amcunts to

nine pounds one fhilhng and three

farthings. Dedatt the extra ex-

pences of drilling four acres at fix-

pence, and extra hoeing at eighteen

pence per acre, amounting to eight

Ihillings, the net profit in favour of

drlllmg will be eight pounds thirteen

[hillings and three farthings, or two

pounds three Ihiilings and •'three

pence per acre.

From the apparent difproportion

between the real advantages in fa-

vour of drilling, as above, and my
apprehenfion, in a former letter, of

lofmg fixteen pounds by fowing

four acres TDrond-caft, it may at firli

fight be inferred, that I mull have

been very much miftaken in my
calculations refpe£ling the real ad-

vantages of drilling, compared with

thcfe of broad-calling; on which

account I have to obferve, that to-

ward the latter end of April 1788,

v/hen the four acres drilled, three

weeks after it had been hoed, gain-

ed fuch a decided fuperiority over

the adjoining four acres broad-caft,

which was felf-cvident by the

Ihength of the plants, and being of

a darker green, that I determined

to give the broad-caft every advan-

tage : accordingly 1 had it as well

hoed as v/as practicable to be donej

which is, in fa6l, doing all that can

be done for any broad-caft crop :

this evidently improved the fonr

acres broad-caft ; otherwife I am
decidedly of opinion, that, in cafe the

hoeing of the four acres broad-

caft had not taken place, but the

weeds had been fufFered to grow,

the four acres drilled would have

exceeded the four acres broad-cafl

more than one third ; from whence

I cannot fee that I have any reafon

to make the leaft abatement refpeft-

ing my affertions in a former letter,

that I was apprehcnfive 1 fhould

lofe fixteen pounds by fowing four

acres broad-caft. Hoeing of broad-

caft corn is nothing new with me, or

others ; it is commonly done in

Berkfhire, and other places ; and

was my uniform praflice for twelve

or thirteen years of my broad-caft

farming : but, as it cannot be per-

formed fo efTeclually in a broad-

caft crop as in a drilled one, it Is

unreafonable to expe(^ equal advan-

vantages from it, fince, after all

the care and pains that can be taken

in hoeing a broad-call crop, there

will be many weeds left growing,

being fo mixed and interwoven with

the corn, as not to be cut up with-

out cutting up the corn alfo. I

muft own, that neither the produce

of the above four acres drilled, nor

the produce of the four acres broad-

caft, came up to my expectations,

confidering the due preparation of

the foil. This I attribute entirely

to the drynefs of the fealbn : there

is neverthelefs this inference to be

drawn from it, that, in whatever

proportion any drilled crop may
fuffer in a dry feafon, for want of

moirture, the broad-caft crop will

fuffer ftill more, by reafon of the

feed being depofited in improper

depths ; for the plants of jhole feeds

in
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in particular which were fown too

near the furface of the land, will be

almoft parched up for want of moif-

ture in a dry feafon.

In my attempts to afcertain the

difference between drilling and

broad-cafting, I am fomewhat fur-

prifed it Ihould never occur to me,

before now, to afcertain the differ-

ence in quality as well as quantity

of grain produced from both me-
thods of culture, by weighing equal

quantities of each. In the above

comparative experiment the drill

has no material advantage over the

broad-call; a bulhel of the latter

being nearly equal in weight to a

budiel of the former : this I attri-

bute to the circumllance of the

broad-caft crop being hoed, parti-

cularly as my neighbour Mr. Wil-
liam Greenway informs me, that,

from the refult of his experiments

of laft year, in order to afcertain

the difference between drilling and
broad-calling, the grain of his dril-

led crop was fuperior to that of his

broad-call, not only in quantity,

but alfo in quality, two pounds weight
per bufhel ; and his broad-cafl crop
was not hoed : from whence I con-
clude, that the grain of his broad

-

call crop was imperfectly vegetated,

and not brought to full maturity, by
realon of the injury done to it by
the weeds, or for want of the foil

being pulverized by the hoe.

In one of my early experiments
in drillinp, 1 found that hoeing the

intervals between the rows or drills

was indifpenfably necefl'ary ; other-

wife, where land was foul with

weeds, or caked upon the furface, fo

as to exclude the air from the

fibres of the plants, or hinder the

extenfinn of the fibres in the foil,

the advantages of drilling were,

upon thr >\hole, not \\ort!iy of no-

tice. On the contrary, and by the

fame experiment, I found that, by
hoeing the intervals, cutting up the

weeds, and pulverizing the foil at

feafonable times, a furprifmg and
almoll incredible advantage might
be derived : this left me no alterna-

tive but that of declining the drill

fyflem altogether, except for beans
and peas, at wide diftances, where
the horfe-hoe, or fhim, might work;
or of fubmitting to the formidable
expence of hand-hoeing the inter-

vals of drills at nearer diilances.

To the advantages gained by hoe-
ing, I was at that time no llranger ;

and I was not long in finding ouc
that the value of feed faved by
drilling, would more than defray
the expences of hoeing ; and the

hoeing, I was confident, would in-

fure a fuperior crop : from whence I

concluded that the only obllacle

that lay between me and fuccef-, in

the drill fyilem, upon a large fcalc,

was the difRculty, if not the impof-
fibility, of procuring a furficicnt

number of labourers to perform the

bufmefs of hoeing, jufl at the time

required: and, as I apprehended,

fo it has turned out : the difficulty

in procuring a number of hands in

due time, and, in tickliih fcafons,

perhaps at an hour's notice, is

very confiderable ; exclufive of the

attention required in feeing that the

work was done in a hulbandmanlike

manner, and the fear of the crops of
corn growing too high to admit of
the ule of the hoe : the weeds at the

fame time committing fuch horrid

depredations, without a poffibility of
retrieving the lofs, mufl needs create

no little anxiety of mind.

Anxious, however, as I may ha\'e

been, at intervals, on this account,

for three years lail part, 1 have now
the pleafure of faying, that all the

above
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above fears and anxieties, are done
away, being now in pofieHion of an
iiillrument, viz. a horfe-hoc, the in-

genious invention of the Rev. Mr.
Cooke, to whom a large flinre of
public praife is certainly duc,not onlv

for this inilrument,and his improved
drill, but alfo for his fpiritcd exer-

tions, and indefatigable labour, in

introducing the drill fylleni at large.

Ofthe utility of the above horfc-hoe

1 am inclined to entertain a very

high opinion, having already tried

it upon a piece of drilled wheat;

and find that the inventor has, by a

molt fimple contrivance, enabled the

perfon who attends the inllrument,

to guide it fo as to avoid cutting up

the rows of corn. Its elFeAs ap-

pear to be fupericr to thofe of
hand-hoeing; and, fo far as I have

experienced, I have reafon to be-

lieve that two men, or one man and
a boy, with two horfes, working- al-

ternately, will effectually hoe ten

acres a day.

Jt is not ufual with me to decide

halUly and prematurely, for or
againit any inltrument not yet fuf-

ficiently tried : I am neverthelefs in-

clined to think, that by this inven-

tion the drill fyftem will foon be
brought to pertedtion, at leaft to

fuch a degree of perfection as to

enable every hulbaiidman, of com-
mon capacity only, to underltand

and prattife it.

I am. Sir,

Your molt humble fervant,

John Boote.
Atherftone upon Stower, near Strat-

ford upon Avon, Jan. 31, 1789.

Mr. More.

Account
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Martin Mcer and the Douglas, ly-

ing confiderably higher than the

Meer, occafioned the flagnadon,

and kept it continually full.

Mr. Fleetwood began the under-

taking, by making a canal, or fluice,

twenty-four feet wide, of a depth

fufficiently lower than the Meer,
which he cut from theRibble mouth
through an embanked fait marfh,

and then through a mofs or bog in

North Meols, about a mile and a
half in length; and he continued it

through the loweft parts of the

Meer. To prevent the fea from
rufliing up the canal, and overflow-

ing the Meer, which lies ten feet

lower than high-v/ater mark, at the

fpring tides, he eredled in his canal,

near the fea, a pair of flood-gates,

which fliut when the fea waters rofe

higher than thofe in the canal, and

opened again by the fluice ftream

when the fea retired. In this place,

the mouth of the Ribble is nearly

five miles over at the fpring tides ;

but the bed of the river at low water

is no more than a firlong in breadth;

and it lies under the Lytham, or op-

pofite fhore to the flood-gates, about

the diflance of four miles from
them. This is a very unfavourable

circumflance to the draining of the

Mcer, as it greatly diminiflies the ef-

fect of the out- fall by the length of
the way the waters have to run over

a very flat, loofe, flying, fandy coafl:,

before they can difembogue into the

river. 1 hefe fands, in a few years

after the drainage was iinifhed,

drifting by the winds into the out-

fall lluice, foon obftrufted the Row
of the waters, and in a fhort time

66

Mr. Ecclellon'j- Account of his Iin-

fro'vcmcnt of Martin Meer, in the

County cf Lancafter, inclcfed In a
Letter to the Society * for the En-
couragement cf Arts, Manufac-
tures, and Commerce.—i^;w/; the

fame.

XVX merly a large pool, or

lake of frefli water, of an irregular

form, furrounded chiefly by mofTes

or boggy land, containing near one

thoufand feven hundred and feven-

teen acres, of eight yards to the

pole, which is the cuftomary mea-
fure of the neighbourhood (about

three thoufand fix hundred and thir-

ty-two ftatute acres). Jtlies in the

difterent manors of Scarifbrick,

Burfccugh, North-Meols, Tarleton,

and Rufford.

About the year 1692, Mr. Fleet-

wood, of Bank-hall, propofed to the

feveral other proprietors to drain

Martin Meer, on condition that a

leafe (for the whole) of three lives

and thirty-one years lliould be

granted him ; which they, agreed

to ; and Mr. Fleetwood obtained an

aft of parliament the fame year to

empower him to effedl it. The
following year he began the work :

his plan was, to difcharge the waters

immediately into the fea, at the

mouth of the river Ribble, which
before had forced themfelves a paf-

fage into the river Douglas, when
the Meer waters were raifed above
their ufual height by the land floods,

as is noted by Camden in his Bri-

tannia.

The intermediate eround between

* The Society prefented then- gold medal to Mr. Ecclefton, " for his fpirited

" exertions on the improvement of Martin Meer, by whicli three thoufand fix hun-
*< ilred and thirty-two acres of land have been gained and protefted from the inun-
*' datioii of tlie lea."

choaked
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Choaked up the paflage, which had
been made fufficienUy deep to carry

them oiF.

The fpring tides in boifterous

weather brought up great quanti-

ties of mud to the Hood-gates

;

here it lodged in fcdiment for want

of a powerful current in dry fcafons

to wafh it away : thus the wiftied-

for efFeft of fo much labour was
fruftrated, for the Mecr was once

more nearly reduced into its primi-

tive ftate. In order to remove this

deftrudlive obftacle of mud and fand,

the managers for Mr. Fleetwood, in

the year 1 714, thought it moft au-

vifeable to raife the lill or threihold

of the flood-gates, which they ele-

vated twenty inches : this, with

fome other meafures then adopted,

did, for fome time, enable them to

keep the flood-gates free from the

above-mentioned obHrutlions.

But it proved very detrimental;

for fo much fall was loft, that the

arable and mcadov/ grounds upon
the Meer diminiflied greatly in

value, by the water remaining upon
them all the winter, and very late

oftentimes in the fpring feafon.

By a gradual, continual lofs of
out-fall amongil the fands, and by
the fluice on the marfli and other

parts wrecking up, the Meer lands

for many years were only made ufe

of as a poor, fenny, watery pafture

for the cattle of the neighbourhood,
and that for a part of the fummcr
months only.

Sometime after, Mr. Fleetwood's

executors continued their fluice far-

ther upon the Ihore, and ereded a

new pair of flooJ'-gates, winged
with ilone walls, confiderably ne.^.rer

to the ouc-fall ; and they found

great benefit from it, as the gates

were much Icfs liable to be obllruul-

ed by the fand and mud brought up
with the tide.

About the year 1750 Mr. Fleet-

wood's leafe expired; and in 1755
the flood-gates and walls were waih-
ed down by a very uncommon high
tide, but were rebuilt (fourteen feet

wide) at the joint expence of the
proprietors, in whofe hands it re-

mained in a neglefted ftate for many
years ; for, as before, from inatten-

tion to the cleanflngof the fluice, and
from the narrow paflage at the
flood-gates, which were iHll liable

to be choaked with mud, &c. and
much of the out-fall being loft, the
lands upon the Meer became again
of little value^ being covered with
water all the winter, and liable to

be flooded by very trivial fummer
rains.

In this condition the beft Meer
lands let for a few fliillings the large
acre only.

In the year 1778 I fettled here ;

and, as the moft extenuve and va-
luable fliare of the Meer belonged
to this eftate, I had the levels takea
from low-water mark; and findino-

a conflderable fall, I had recourfe

to Mr. Gilbert, of Worfeley (who
had judicioufly planned,- and hap-
pily executed the aftonifliing works
of his grace the duke of Bridge-
water). To his friendibip and abi-

lities I am indebted for the fuccefs

of the drainage; for, after the moft
minute infpecJtion, he gave me every
encouragement, and kindly aflifted

me in diredling the undertaking.

By his advice i applied to the otiier

four proprietors of Martin Meer,
for a leafc for the term of three

lives for their feveral Ihares, and
opened to them my intention of ef-

feflually draining the whole at :ny

own expence. In 1781 I obtained

F 2 th«
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the leafes from all the proprietors

(one only excepted) ahd immedi-
diately began the work.

The plan Mr. Gilbert flruck out

(which I have executed) was to

have in the main fluice three differ-

ent pair of flood-gates. The hrll

are, to keep the fca out, which are

called the Sea-gates. The fecond

pair .are erected at about half a

mile diftance nearer to the Meer,
to ftop the fea there, in cafe any
accident ihoulJ happen to the firll

:

thefe are termed the Stop- gates.

The third pair are built clofe to,

and in the fame walls with the fea-

gates, but open and fhut in a con-

trary diredion to them : thefe are

named the Fluihing-gates. All thefe

three flood-gates are kept open, to

give a free paffage to the waters

from the Meer, when the tide has

fufficiently retired ; and when the

tide rifes again above the level of the

waters on the Meer, the fea- gates

are fhut. In dry feafons, when a

fufficient quantity' of water does not

come down from the Meer, to keep

the out-fall fluice open acrois the

loofe flying fands on the fhore, the

tide itlelf is permitted to flow

up the fluice to the flop-gates,

which are then fhut; and at high

water the flufhing-gates are clofsd

to keep the fea water in.

N. B. All thefe three feveral gates

have four paddles at the bottom,

three feet in length, and two feet in

depth,which are drawn up by Icrews,

to fiufh away any obftacle that may
chance to impede their working.

At low water the paddles of" the

flufhing gates are drawn up, and the

retained fea-wacer rufhes out with

fo much violence, that the lluice to

low water is in a very Ihort time

ckanfed from every obftruclion.

fand, mud. Sec. that may have been
brought up by the tide.

I'hus, by the great flcill and fu-

pcrior ingenuity of one man (Mr.

Gilbert) the great obilacle to the

perfed drainage of Martin ?»1eer is

done av/ay, which had baffled the

many vain efi:brts of the proprietors

for almoil a century.

By an accurate exi-^mination of the

out-fall, Mr. Gilbert found it would

admit of the fill or thrcfliold of the

new gates being laid hve inches

lower than it formerly had been

;

and he recommended the fea-gates

to be advanced about two hundred,

yards nearer to the out-fall upoi"i'

the open marfh. To prevent the

fea flowing into the ftuice behind

thefe gates, large and ftrong banks

are thrown up on each fide, which
are continued to the flop-gates

;

and at the fame time they anfwer

another effential purpofe, viz. by
containing a larger quiUitity of fea-

water to llufii v.ith.

The new fea-gates are eighteeri

feet wide, and nineteen feet and a

half high, and the fill live feet lower

than the former : this makes the

pafTage in rainy feafons, when the

water would have run four feet upoft

the old fill, to bear the proportion

of one hundred and lixty-two feet

in the p-refent gates, to fifty-fix in

the old ones.

When we had funk to the proper

depth of the foundations of the

new gates, we found a quickfand,

and built upon it. The walls are

twelve bricks in thicknefs at the

bottom, and there is no fettlement,

nor have they funk in the lealL—

N. B. Large flat flones were laid

under the brick and ftone work, and

v/ere the only precaution ufed.^

Whillt the gates were building;,

I employed
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I employed all the hands I could

procure in deepening and widening

the fluice upon a dead level with

the lill up to the Mcer, fix yards

wide at the bottcm, allowing a foot

and a half Hope to every foot in

elevation. In fome places the cut-

ting was near twenty feet deep;

and at the depth of lixteen feet in

fand, I found an entire trunk of a

tree, which fquared a foot.

In April 1783 the level was car-

ried up completely to the Meer,
which then (owing to the waters

havipg been dammed up) was flood-

ed higher than it had been for fe-

veral years. As foon as the dam-
head was cut, the fuperior efficacy

of the new works appeared ; and

this uncommon flood ran off in five

days, which would have required

as many. weeks to have been dif-

charged through the old flood-

gates.

After the waters had rim oH', the

fluice was deepened nearly to the

fame level through the loweli parts

of the Meer. 'I'he fluice is nearly

five miles in length from the fea

ga:es.

The ditches were next attended

to; and fmce the drainage, above a

hundred miles in length have been
perfeftcd : but as fmall open drains

were oeccflTary to carry off the rain-

water into the ditches, I procured a

draining or guttering plough, or^

Mr. Cuchbert Clark's conllruction,

which was drawn by eight, ibme-
times ten able horfes, and wliich I

can with certainty recommend as a
nioft ufeful implement in all fenny
countries.

I am greatly indebted to the in-

ventor ; for with this, in one day
I cut drains nearly eight r.^iles in

length, thirteen inches in depth,

tiventy inches wide ac the too, and

five at the bottom, more pcrfedb

than could hnve been done in that

land by the hand, and which would
have coll:, if done by hand, fevcn

pounds five Ihillings and ten pence.

The fummer in 1783 was em-
ployed wholly as above, in lay-

ing tlie land dry. In the year

1784 fbme few acres were plough-
ed, and yielded a tolerable crop of
fpring corn ; fome yielded a very
inferior kind of hay: the reft was
paftured. Early the laft year I pre-

pared for oats and barley, and
ploughed nearly two handred large

acres.

The efFedis of the drainage appear
from the crops; for I have fold

barley for eleven pounds feventeen

{hillings and fix pence the large

acre, tne produce of the land wliich

before let at no more than four {hil-

lings theacre; and oats at ten pounds
feventeen ihillings and fix pence per

acre, off land, wiijch would bring no
price before ; the purchafer to cut,

carry off, &c. all at his own ex-

pence.

from the lands which before af-

forded a very poor pafture in the

driefl fummers, I lall year fed feve-

ral head of Scotch cattle, which did

better than any that were fattened

upon the beft grazing lands in our

neighbourhood. The belt meadow
lands in the moll favourable leafons

did not let for more than about nine

{hillings per acre.

Lalt year I mowed many acres,

worth three pounds, and- let off ie-

veral of inferior grais, at two pounds
per acre, referving the after-grafs

for my own cattle.

He are Jorry to oh/ewe, in a fuJ>jc-

qucnt Letter of Mr. Eccleilon'j to

the Society, that his improvements

had JuJjerCiifrom thefailure of the

f 3 Doujilai
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Douglas Bank, in Ruffard, in

1706, and of the banks of the

Leeds and Liverpool Canal in

J 787. Mr. Ecciellon at thefame
time adds, " That the tvorks ereti-

" ed for the drainage have fully
" anjnuered e-very expectation, and
*' ne-cer failed in any one in-

"fiance:*

An effectual Remedy for curing the

Scab, in Sheep, communicated by

Sir Jofeph Banks, Bart, to the

Society * for the Encouragement of
Arts, Manufaftures, and Com-
merce.

—

From thefame.

" TJAVINGobferved, in the

j_ J lall volume pnblilhed by

the Society for the encouragement

of Arts, Manufaftures, and Com-
merce, that an eirectual method of

curing the fcab in fheep was ftill

wanting to the farmers (in the fouth

of England at leall) when it was
publilhed; I take the liberty of

tranfmitting the enclofed receipt to

you.

Take one pound of quickfilver,

half a pound of Venice tur-

pentine,

half a pint of oil of turpen-

tine,

four pounds of hogs lard.

Let them be rubbed in a mortar
till the quickfilver is thoroughly in-

corporated with the other ingredi-

ents ; for the proper mode of doing
which, it may be neceffary to take

the advice, or even the affiftancc, of

fome apothecary, or other perfon,

ufed to make fuch mixtures,

f The method of ufmg the oint-

ment is thus ; beginning at the head
of the fheep, and proceeding from
between the ears along the back to

the end of the tail, the wool is to be
divided in a furrow till the fkin can
be touched ; and as the furrow is

made, the hnger ilightly dipped in

the ointment is to be drawn along

the bottom of it, where it will

leave a blue ftain on the fkin and
adjoining wool : from this furrow,

fimilar ones muft be drawn down
the llioalders and thighs to the legs,

as far as they are wooiiy ; and if the

animal is much infcded, two more
Ihould be drawn along each fide,

parallel to that on the back, and
one down each fide between the

fore and hind legs.

Lnmediately after being dreffed,

it is ufual to turn the fheep among
other rtock, without any fear of the

infeftion being communicated ; and
there is fcarce an inllance of a Iheep

fuifering any injury from the appli-

cation, in a few days the blotches dry

up, the itching ceafes, and the ani-

mal is completely cured: it is ge-

* " The thanks of the Society v/ere prifented to Sir Jofeph Banks, Baronet,

preGdent of the Royal Socletj-, for his attention to the views of its inltitution, by
this communication refpecting the dilorder called tlie fcab in fheep.

The Society,, during the coude of feverai yeai-s, offered premiums for the difco-

very of an tifeSlual remedy for this diieafe, but without effccl, though fome
claims were made for the reward offered

;
yet, as the following medicd has been

found fully adequate to the purpofe intended, it is hoped due attention v^'iil be paid

to it in the different pairs of die kingdom."
}• Though there does not appear to be any difference between this ointment and

the Unguentvim Caerulei m of tlie fliops, I have ckofen to give the receipt exaftly

as it was given to mc. Some of our graziers begin to ul'e it by rubbing it into the

naked part of the thigh and fore leg ; a practice much lefs troubleforae, but which

requires much more judgment than tlie above,

X nerallv.
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Kerally, however, thought proper

not to delay the operation beyond

Michaelmas.

The hippobofca ovlna, called in

Lincolnfhire, Iheep fagg, an animal

well known to all (hephcrds, which

lives among the wool, and is hurt-

ful to the thriving of fheep, both

by the pain its bite occahons, and

the blood it fucks; is radically de-

flroyed by this application ; and

the wool is not at all injured. Our
wool-buyers purchase the fleeces

on which the Itain of the ointment

is vifible, rather in preference to

others, from an opinion that the

ufe of it having preferved the ani-

mal from being vexed either vvitli

the fcab or faggs, the Wool is lefs

liable to the defeft of joints or

knots ; a fault obferved to proceed

from every fudden ilopin the thriv-

ing of the animal, either from want
of food, or from difeafe.

This mode of curing was brought

into that part of Lincolnlhire where

my property is fituated, about

twelve years ago, by Mr. itephen-

fon, of Mareham, and is now fo

generally received, that the fcab,

which ufed to be the terror of the

farmers, and which frequently de-

terred the more careful of them
from taking the advantage of paf-

turing their Ihecp in the fertile and
extenfive commons with which that

dillricl abounds, is no longer re-

garded with any apprehenft.in : by
far the moll of them have their

flock anointed in autumn, when taey

return from the common, whether

tliey fhew any fymptoms of i':ab,

or not ; and having done fo, con-

clude them fafe for ibme time, from
either giving or receiving infection.

There are people who employ them-
felvcs in the bufmefs, and contrad

p anoint our large (hce|) at five

fhillings a fcore, infuring for that

price the fuccefs of the operation ;

thai is, agreeing, in cafe many of
the lli.:ep break out afrefh, to re-

peat the operation gratis, evea
fome months afterwards.

I beg to have it underftood, that

in communicating this information

to the Society, I do not offer my-
felf as a candidate for the medal
propofed by them as a reward : ha-

ving been neither the difcovercr

nor the introducer of the remedy, I

can lay no claim to it. Refpedl to

the patriotic views which have ever

guided their conduft, and the hope

of being ufeful to the breeders of

{heep, are the motives which have

induced me to lay this paper bef re

them ; and an additional one [ con-

fefs it to be, that it gives me an op-

portunity of publicly teltiiying the

refped with which, in confequence

of your aftive induftry, in bring-

ing forward ufeful inventions, and

checking the pretenfions of defign-

ing impoilors, 1 can with fmcerity

profefs myfelf.

Your real well-wilher.

And faithful fervant,

JObEFH BANKS."
Soho Square, April 17, 17SS.

Thefollouuing Receipt for the Scurvy,

fuppojed to he com nunicatcd by a
Mr. Hucking , cf Cambridge,
on Account of the great Benefit he

himfef received from it, is eX'

tractedfrom the Gentleman's Ma-
gazine/b/- 1789.

«' ' B ^O four beer quarts of good

Jl^
rich fweet-wort, add half a

pound of faffatras, one ounce of

farfaparilla, and four ounces of dau-

cus feed (commonly called wild car-

rot) : boil them gently over the hre

F ^ for
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for three quarters of an hour, fre-

quently patting the ingredients down
with a ladle; then ilrain the fame
through a cloth. To e ich quart of

this liquor put one pound and a half

of good thick treacle, boil the fame
gently for three quarters of an hour,

fkimming it all the time ; put it into

a pan, and cov'^er it till cold, then

bo.tle it for ufe. Be careful not to

cork the bottle too tight.

Of this fyrup a moderate tea -cup

full is to be taken in the morning,

and the fame on going to bed. The
above did no more than keep the

body open. The effed, however,

was fuch, that it took oft^ the itching,

cleared the fkin, eafed the feet, re-

lieved his drovvfmefs in the day-time,

and brt light on comfortable nights,

made him aftivc, and, though 60

years old, as full of fpirits as he

ever remembered himfclf.

The time of his taki.ig the fyrup

was in Septemb^^r, Oftober, and Tn'o-

vember, 1787, during whirh time

he abftained from high fauces, and

in a great meafure from animal

food. His drink at dinner was table

beer, and fometimes mild ale.

N. B. The wild carrot ought to

be gathered in Geptembef or Oilo-

ber."

An Etijuiry concerning a Jure and cer-

tain Method of imprc'Z'ing Jmall.

Arable Farms.—'By Mr. Wimpey,
in a Letter to the Seo'etary of the

Society injiituted at Bath, for the

Encouragement ofi\.gx\<:.\Ax.\i.xt,AxX.s,

Manufactures, and Commerce,
•within the Counties of Somerfet,

Wilts, Glocefter, and Dorfet, a?id

the City and County of Brillol.

SIR.
« YT is generally thought, and on

i very good grounds, that fmall

GISTER, 1789.

arable farms do not afford the occu-

pier fo good a maintenance as dairy

farms of the fame annual value.

That the latter will do well and fave

money, while the former, with a vaft

deal more labour and trouble, is

flarving himfelf and family. 'I'his

matter has been fully inveftigated

in a former paper, and the true rea-

fon affigned ; but a fure and certain

remedy, which would enable the

farmer to live and pay his rent punc-

tually, is greatly to be wiflied, and

would be of univerfal convenience.

An attempt to cffeft which is the

intended ufe of this paper.

The advantage and propriety of
applying land to the growth of fuch

articles to which nature has moll

fitly fuited it, has been fhewn at

large, and alfo that all land which

is naturally and properly arable, can

by no means be converted into mea-
dow, or valuable pailure of any du-

ration. Such as from a wild ftate

of nature, overrun with furze, fern,

bulhes, and brambles, has been ren-

dered fertile by means of the plough,

muft be kept in that improved Hate

by its frequent ufe, otherwife it

would foon revert to that wild bar-

ren ftate which was its original con-

dition.

A farm, therefore, which confifts

wholly, or almoll fo, of land that is

properly arable, mull ever continue

arable ; for it is not pradicable to

render it in any degree fertile, but

by means of the plough ; or to keep

it long fo, even when it is made fo.

But though arable land cannot be
converted into meadow or pafture

proper for a dairy, it may be planted

with articles which, it is well known
now, will anfwer the purpofe of

feeding horned cattle, efpecially

milch-cows, as effcdually as good

meadow or pailure, producing as

much
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much milk, and altogether as rich,

as Aveet, and as good.

But the great interefting quefiion

is. Whether thofe articles which can

vbe procured only by the heavy ex-

pences of ploughing, harrowing,

I'eed, and other operations which

necefiarily attend their culture and
harvclting, will afford as much fuf-

tenance in proportion to the cxpence,

as meadow or pailure, which is liable

to little or none, excepting what is

made into hay, the cattle gathering

it for themfclves as they confume it r

To afcertain
,
this fadt, we mull

enquire, wJiat may be the average

expcnce of keeping a milch-cow on

a dairy-farm for any given time ?

It is faid upon very good authority,

that the expence generally is from

3 1. to 3I. 10 s. per annum. Two
acres and a half of pafturc fit for

this ufe is fufficient to keep a cow
the whole year through, and fuch

land is valued at from 25 s. to 30 s.

per acre. At 25 s. fuppofe, the

keeping of each cow would amount
to 3 1. 2 s. 6 d. per annumr A dairy-

farm, therefore, conilfting of forty-

eight acrees, at 25 s. per annum,
would amount to 60 1. rent per an-

num; and the number of cows that

might be kept upon fuch a flirm,

allowing two acres and a half to

each cow, would be nineteen and
a fraction, therefore we will fay

twenty.

In the next place, let us enquire,

what would be the average expence
of keeping a cow upon food raifcd

in arable land as a fuccedaneum to

grals. Sec. rent and every neceiTary

expcnce included f

We are allured by unqueflionable

authority, that a bufhel of potatoes,

given half at night and liaif in the

uiorning, with a fmall allowance of
hay, is fufficient to keep three cows
» day. On that ahcwance their

73

milk w ill be as rich and as good, and
the quantity as great, as in the farn-

mer months when the cows are in

good paflure.

In a former paper we have fliewn,

that an acre of land, properly culti-

vated with potatoes, will produce

337 bi)fl^.els ; and the total expence
of cultivating an acre, rent and tithe

included, was 61. 13 s. 7fd. If
three cows eat feven bulhels per
week, then they would eat 365
bulhels in a year; and twenty cows
v^ould confame 2433 bufhels. The
queilLoa then is. If twenty cows
require 2433 bufhels to keep, them
a year, and as above an acre of
land properly cultivated will pro-
duce 337 bulhels nett, how many-
acres will be required to produce

2433 bufhels, or the quantity ne-
ceifary to feed 20 cows, to keep
them in full milk the year round ?

The anfwer is. Seven acres and a
quarter nearly.

if then an acre of land can be
cultivated with potatoes, as above,
for 61. 13 s. 7^-d. the cultivation of
feven acres and a quarter will amount
to 48 1. 8 s. 9f d. We have feen as

f above, that the rent of a dairy flirn^

capable of maintaining 20 milch-
cowj,is upon a medium 60 1.; but it

clearly appears that the fam.e num-
ber of covvs may be kept equally

well on a very fmall part of an ara-
ble far.m planted with potatoes for

III. IIS. 2Td. Icls than that i'am,

which is lb much in favour of the

arable farm ; cr in otiier words,
feven or eight acres of "arable land
under this mode of nianaoemenr,
are as much fuperior to fcity-eiglit

acres of meadow or paflure, as the

difference of the two fumy men-
tioned; the arable farmer receivin<T

as great a lum for the expenditure
of 48 I. Ss. 9' d. as the diilry far-

mer doth for his bare rent of 60 1.

V\ithoLt
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without reckoning a penny for in-

cidental cxpences.

It muft be obferV-ed, th?.t in tliis

ftatement no allowance is made for

the fmair qiKincity of hay given to

the cows with the potatoes. It muft

be noted alfo, th.it the account of

cultivation is charged with 40 s. an

acre for manure, and fome expence

of plou'j;hing, which of right is

chargeable to the crop of wheat
that is to follow. Now if we de-

dudl 40 s. an acre from the expence
of culiivating the potatoes, it re-

duceo the fum to 4I. 13 s. 7|d. and
the whole expence then upon feven

acres and a quarter is only 33 1.

1 8 s. 9|d. and confequently the

keep of 20 cows is little more than

half to the occupier of the arable

farm, what it is to the occupier of

the grazing farm. If this conclu-

lion be fairly drawn, and the calcu-

lation free from errors, as I hope

and believe, it is matter of the great-

eft importance, efpecialiy to the

little arable farmer. It plainly raifes

him from a ftate of acknowledged

great inferiority, to one altogether

as fuperior.

It may be faid, this calculation

refpedls potatoes only; how will this

mode of culture anfwer when ap-

plied to the growth of other articles

of food ufed as a fuccedaneum to

herbage ? Let us try.

By an experiment made on a

pretty large fcale, lately by Mr.
Vagg, it feems to appear, that cab-

bage on arable land is much about

as fuperior to natural paflure as po-

tatoes. His exper iment wa« made
on twelve acres of lanJ, which was
very far from being the molt fuit-

able for a crop of cabbage. The
average value about 30 s. per acre,

and the whole expence of the cul-

ture, carting offincluded, il. J43. id.

per acre. The rent and expcnces

of cultivating the twelve acres then

amount to 38 1. 9 s. He fays the

ftock he fed with it was forty-five

oxen, and upwards of fixty fheep;

that it fed thcr/i three months, and
that he is very well affured that they

proved as faft upon it as they do in

the prime months of the feafon.

May, June, and July. Now if, in-

ftcad of fixty fheep, we reckon fif-

teen oxen, or that four fheep are

about equal to one ox, in which v/e

cannot err much ; then fixty oxen,

were kept well for three months, or,

which is the fame thing, fifteen oxen
for a whole year, for 38 1. 9 s. and
confequently twenty would coft 51!.

5 s. 4 d. which is not quite 3 1. more
than the keep of 20 cows coil' in

potatoes.

It is fomewhat extraordinary that

two experiments, made on articles

fo very different in their nature,

fhould fo nearly coincide in their

effefts when applied to the fame
purpcfe. Turnips, turnip-rooted

cabbage, carrots, parfnips, and
fome other articles, by many expe-

riments oftf. .'I repeated, have been

found quite adequate to the fame
valuable purpofes, at leafl fo far as

to be more lucrative than meadow
or pafture. I omit clover and rye-

grafs, becaufe they have been long

in general pradtice; but are in com-
mon very fhort of the advantages

which may be derived from the cul-

tivation of the other articles recom-
mended.

There is one other article, how-
ever, which is particularly worthy

of the arable farmer's utmoft care

and attention, which he may rely

on with great confidence, if he will

be at the pains of thoroughly clean-

ing his land, and of keeping it fo

for two or three years after it is

planted.
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planted. The article I mean is

Sainfoin. From the miferable ap-

pearance it often makes the firfl

year, I long doubted if its fuccefs

in poor land was not very precari-

ous ; but 1 have now the fullell con-

viflion, that it will grow and pro-

duce a very good crop in poor land,

provided the foil be dry, and proper

care be taken to keep it clean till it

be fully eftablifhed in the ground.

Small arable farms, which in a
manner are quite deflitate of her-

bage, cannot well be fupplied with any
fubfticute that is by any means its

fiqual. indeed one acre of good
fainfoin is of more value than two
acres of middling meadow or paf-

ture. And as it will thrive fo well

on a very poor foil, the arable far-

mer, who either keeps no cows for

want of herbage, or keeping them is

pinched for food for them, is per-

feftly ignorant of the advantages
attending the culture of this plant.

Or miierably indolent and inexcuf-

able in not better attending, to his

interell.

Whatever crop precedes the
planting fainfoin, the ground (hould

be ploughed in the winter, and laid up
in fliarp deep ridges by one bout of
the plough, to continue till the be-
ginning of April. Then it fhould be
dragged and harrowed level : and if

the land be very poor, it fliould

have fome light drcfling of afhes,

foot, or a com poll of lime, earth,

and rotten dung, well incorporated

together. A unall quantity of ei-

ther of thele would greatly encou-
rage the plants in their infant ll.ite.

The beginning or middle of April,

as the i'cjfon may prove, tiie feed

fhould be lown, and there would be
little danger of its fuccceding to

one's wilh.

Perhaps there cannot be a better

nor a furer means of cultivating this

very ufeful plant to the greatell ad-

vantage, than by fowing it after

potatoes. The horfe and hand-
hoeing them during their growth,
and the ploughing, dragging, and
harrowing the ground to clean it of
the potatoes, fo thoroughly deftroy

the weeds and pulveriz-s the foil,

that it is made in the moft perfeft

condition for a crop of fainfoin ; and
though the land may in its nature

be very poor, the manuring pro-

perly for a crop of potatoes, and
that being grown perfedly rotten,

the f )il is become fuilicientiy fertile.

Befides the above, perhaps, there

are very few articles in ufe as fubfti-

tutes for pafture, that are equally-

profitable with carrots and parfnips,

when the foil is fuitable to their

manner of growth and culture. The
foil they delight and flourifh mofl
in is a deep, light, free foil, which
is eafily penetrated, and moderately

fertile. In fuch a foil, if properly

hoed and fet out at due dillances,

they will arrive at a great magni-
tude, and the acreable produce be
very furpriling. Another advantage

is, their being fo very acceptable to

the farmer's Hock of every kind.

Horfes, cows, flieep, and hogs, eat

them feemingly with the fame appe-

tite, and are equally improved by
them. Unfortunately the quantity

of fuch land bears but a fmall pro-

portion to what is totally unluitable

to them. Hard, lliff, obdurate land,

and fuch as Itrongly cohere, is quite

unnatural to them, and never an-

fwers the expence and trouble

;

what grows in fuch land being very

fhort, generally forked, and of fmall

value. Potatoes, cultivated as above

direcled, would, 1 think, be as good
a preparation for thofe roots as can

well be invented. If the foil be

well
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well manured for the potatoes, it will

be laiiiciently fertile for carrots and
parihips, and, lying through the

winter in fallow, will be in excel-

lent order for fowing the feeds of
thcfe roots the March following.

Upon the whole of this account,

it litems clearly to follow, that an
arable farm of 50 1. or 60 1. per

annum, though it has not an acre

of meadow or pailure land belong-

ing to it, may by fliill and proper

management be made to produce as

much good butter and chcefe, as a

dairy farm of the fame value, and
have a large proportion of land left

for the growth of corn and other

purpofes.

For inftance ; twenty acres of the

fccty, I conceive, would be compe-
tent to the maintenance of the ilock

abovcmentioned; and they might be

iitly divided as follows ; viz. fix acres

of potatoes, two or four of cabbages,

two of turnip-rooted cabbage, and

two of turnips, making together

twelve or fourteen acres; the re-

mainder to be lainfoin ; in all twenty

acres. 7"he proportion to be variec?,

and fome articles exchanged for

others, as the nature of the foil and

particular circunilcances might re-

quire, and as the fancier might think

ijt and proper. On twenty acres

thus planted, 1 reckon, befides twenty

milch-cows, fix or eight young cat-

tle, and pigs in proportion, might

be well kept on the ofial.

it m.ay be afked, (hould this plan

be generally adopted by the farmer,

for whofe ufe it is principally in-

tended, if it would not be running

c-ut of oqe extreme into another.''

If fo confiderable an increafe of

milk, butter, and cheefe, would not

lower the prices of thofe articles

too much, and raife the price of

*(vheat in fi. greater proportion

;

That it would lov/er the prices of
thofe articles is very certain, and it

is a very dclirable circumftance that

it fhould. At this time, and for fix

weeks pail, butter has been fold in

this neighbourhood for nine pence

a pound, and will mofr probably be
fold for ten pence very fcon; v/here-

as I fhould hope the average price

might, by the propdfed.improve-
ment, be reduced to feven pence.

There is little danger, however,

of the price.of wheat being advanced

by the appropriation of about twelve

acres of land annually to the culti-

vation of the above articles ; for the

land would be fo much improved by
the extra tillage given to the foil in-

tended for thole articles, and alfo

during their growth, that I am ra-

ther of opinion they would produce

more corn than if conilantly planted

in the ufual very imperfecl; manner.

The greateil obfiacle to this mode
of managing afmall farm (fay from
20 1. to 60 1. per annum) is, the con-

fined or narrow circumitances of the

occupiers of fuch farms. In gene-

ral their capitals are much too fmall

to carry on their bufinefs to any ad-

vantage in the prefent mode of ma-
ilageinent; but thp mode recom-
mended would require an increafe of

capital to the tune of 200 1. or 300 1.

Lefs than 4C0I. would not Hock a

farm in this way of 60 1. per annum
at any rate; but a capita! of 500I.

would be vaftly more convenient,

and indeed much mere to the far-

mer's advantage.

If the improvements propcfed

are fo interefting to the individuals

immediately concerned, how very

important are its cffeds in a political

view, as it refpefts the community
at large i If eight acres of land,

by fiiiil and management, can be

rendered as productive and as pro-

fitable



USEFUL PROJECTS. 77

fitp.ble as forty-eight acres whofe

riaiural produce is of a medium va-

lue, it is vir ually incrcafmg the ex-

tent of territory in a fixioiJ propor-

tion ; for if every acre of land could

by art and induftry be made to yield

fix times the quantity of produce it

does at prefcnt, the whole might be

rendered capable of fupporting fix

times the number of the prefent in-

habitants.

But this is far from being thewhole

of the advantage that will accrue

from it. It will not only increafe

the quantity of provifions as afore-

faid, but it -will alfo find abundance

of employment for the poor la-

bourer and his family. In this re-

fpecl dairy farms are in a manner of

no ufe ; they aiford little or no em-
ployment at all for the poor labour-

ers. Within a few miles of me lives

a dairy- man, who milks conftantly

between twenty and thirty cows.

He has no wife, keeps only one^

maid-fervant, has neither man nor

boy to affill him, he only lyres a

woman in the neigiibourhood to afiill

in milking night and morning, for

which he pays her 15 d. or i6d. per

week. I'hjs is his whole expence

in the management of his dairy

;

fcarce a tenth part of his rent

;

wherea; every arable acre cultivated

with potatoes. Sec. as above, will coH

four or five times as much as the

rent of the land they grov/ on. What
an ama/jng diJffrencc doth this make
to the poor of a populous country,

and alfo to thofe who muil either

find them employment, or maintain

them without any 1

I have often employed a poor

family in planting potatoes, and alfo

in following the plough and picking

them up when harvcltcd; a man, his

wife, and two children, about 12 or

1 3 years of age. The man I paid
6 s. a week, the woman 3 s. and the
two children 3 s. ; together 12 s. A
very pretty income for a poor fa-
mily ! At thefe times they ufuall/
got them a few clothes; at other
times, when I had no employment
for tliem, they have been often ob-
liged to feek relief from the parifh.

It is certainly a matter of trreat

impo/tance to all men in buiiaefs,
to do all in their power to promote
the beneficial employment of the
poor; it not only ferves to alleviate
a burthen, which in many places is

become intolerable ; but 'is alfo the
lareft means of keeping the poor
honeft. Many of them., I hope,
would never have thought of bein"-
othervvifj, if they Iiad not b-en fir^

impelled by neceffity; who from
petty pilferings to get a penny, go
on to greater thefts, till they too
often go to the gallows; whereas,
had they been conilantly employed,
they would have been neither necef-
fitous nor idle the r.vo grand
fources of all the evils they fuffer,

and the injuries they do to fociety !

I am. Sir,

Your moil obedient fervant,

JOSEPH WIMPEY.'»

North-Bockhampton, Hants,
Nov. 25, 1 ySS.

Of Furze or Whins [Ulex EuropaiU?,

Linn.] as a Food for Horfis and
Cattle; De/cription of a. Machine

for bruifng them ; and Hints for
rearing thai Plant a'conomically as

a Crop. lij Dr. J. Andcrfon.—
Addreffed to thefame Society.

" A-|-AH£ machine confiils fimply

y^ of a large circular Hone
fet
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fet on Its edge (the weightier and
bigger the better) with a wooden
axis paliing through its centre. One
end of this axis is fixed upon a pivot

placed in the centre of a circular

area, and to the other end of it is

fixed a yoke, to which the horfe

that is to move it is attached. The
fione, being placed on its edge, when
the horfe moves, it revolves round

its axis in a circular groove, or ftone

trough (this trough Ihould be made
of hewn llone) exadly in the fame

manner as a fugar-baker's or a tan-

ner's mill. The whins being placed

in this trough, are bruifed by the

weight of the ftone as it pafies over

them, and being raifed up by a

three-pronged, fork, by the attend-

ant, after they have been well flatted

down, they rife in a fort of matted

cake, which, being fet in fome mea-
fure upon its edge, is again fmaHied

down by the wheel as it revolves

around. In this way the operation

is continued, by fucceffively pre-

fenting new furfaces to the a£tion

of the wheel, till the whole be re-

duced to a foft pulpy m-ifs, that

can eafily be eaten by the animals

to which it is to be prcfented.

During the continuance of this

procefs, it is neceflary to pour plenty

of water upon the whins, at different

times, without the help of which,

they can fcarcely be reduced to a

pulp foft enough. On this account

it will be proper to make choice of

a place for the machine where plenty

of water can be obtained with little

labour. It follows alfo, that as rain

can never be prejudicial to this ope-

ration, it may properly be placed in

the open air.

As this operation is greatly faci-

litated by a judicious way of raifing

or turning the whins, during the

operation, which a httle experience

will enable any attentive perfon td

attain, but which cannot be taught

by words only; I would therefore

advife any perfon, who Ihould think

of eredling an apparatus of this fort,

to put one of his moll fagacious fer-

vants to condudl this operation at

the beginning, as fuch a perfon will

more quickly difcover the circum-

ftances that facilitate the procefs,

than one of a flower comprchenfion

would do. After he has become
expert at the bufinefs, he will be

able to indruft an inferior perfon,

who may then be employed for the

purpofe. But in whatever way it

Ihallrbe conduced, the perfon who
begins this manufacture mull lay his

account with performing very little

work for fome time at the firlt, in

comparifon of what he will be able

to execute afterwards witii eafc.

If the whins that are to be em-
ployed for this purpofe grow natu-

rally in the foil in irregular bullies,

it is a troublefome work to cut and
gather them. To underlland the

proper mode of managing this bu-

finefs in all its departments, it is

neceiTary to advert to feveral pai'ti-

culars in the natural oeconomy of

this fingular plant. Inftead of leaves,

the whin is furniflied with an innu-

merable quantity of prickles. I'hefe

fpring out from every part of the

young Hem, and are, at the firft,

like the ftem itfelf to which they

adhere, facculent, foft, and inof-

fenfive; but, like the items alfo, they

become gradually harder, as th«

feafon advances, and feem, indeed,

to a cafual obferver, to form a part

of that ftcm, though they are as

difierent from it as the leaves of

other trees are from the branches

which produce them.

Thefe prickles do not, like the

leaves of mofl deciduous trees, fall

off
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oft" at the approach of winter, but

like evergreens, they remain upon

the branches all winter, and retain

during that time their full fucculence

and verdure. Early in the fpring,

innumerable bloflbms fpring out

around thefe prickles, adhering to

them, and not to the ftem. The
bloffbmsare fucceeded by pods con-

taining the feed:, which gradually

ripen; a little after Midlummer the

feeds harden, and the pods flowly

become tlry and wither, the prickles

to which they adhere becoming dry

and withered at the fame time, and
gradually loofen from the ftalk,

which Hill continues frefh, though it

has now attained a woody confift-

ence. Thefe prickles having now
performed all the functions that na-

ture had defigned them, fall off in

part, at firft from the llalk, and in

part adhere to it for fome time, till

they are gradually ihaken off by the

agitation of the wind, or other

caufes. Hence it happens that it is

only the furface or top twigs o^ a

whin bufh that are green, foft, and
fucculent, the ftems below being dry

and woody, and frequently covered

with dry prickles, that are not only

not ufeful as food for cattle, but ra-

ther hurtful to them, on account of

the hardnefs of their confidence, and

fharpnefs of their prickles.

In gathering whins, therefore, for

food for cattle, it is only the tender

top ihoots that are wanted ; and the

eaficltmethodcfgathering them, that

our pradice has yetdifcovered, is, to

take a forked ftick in the left hand
(the readied thing is the branch of

*a tree of a proper fize) and a fickle

in the right hand (both hands, but

more efpecially the right, fliould be
armed with llrong gloves) then

thrufting the fickle among the young
flioots, and pulling it backward, the

forked {lick when oppofed to them,
keeps the branches Heady enough
to produce a refiftance fufficient to
make the fickle cut them; and as
the tops of the whins are intermixed
with each other, they (lick to the
prongs of the fork, which, after it

is as full as it can hold, is taken to
a fide, and cleared by prefling the
whins to the ground, and puiiing
the fork backwardi. Thefe liule

heaps are afterwards forked to a
cart, and prefled down bv a man
walking upon them, having his legs
covered with large ftrong boots made
on purpofe, and thus are carried

home.
If the whins have grown upon a

good foil, and have made very vi-

gorous fiioots, they may be thus
reaped pretty expeditioully ; but if

the loil nas been poor, and the (hoots

fliort, the expence of this operation •

is very confiderable; and as thefe

fhort wliins are, in other refpedls, of
a very inferior quality :o the others
as food for beaits, it is only at times
when fodder is fcarce and dear, that

they can be ceconomically applied
to this ufe.

To abridge this labour, and to

obtain the full benefit of this valu-
able winter food, I tried myfelf to
cultivate whins artificially, and have
feen others rear them in feveral dif-

ferent ways ; among which I found
the two following modes of culture

to prove the moll fuccefiful

:

In a field of a good dry loamy
foil, I fowed along with a crop of
barley, the feeds of the whin in the
fame way as clover is ufually fown,
allowing at the rate of from ic to

30 pounds of feed to the acre. The
feeds, if harrowed in and rolled

with the barley, quickly fpr'ng up
and advance under the i^c'-.^r of
the barley during the fummer, and

keep
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keep alive during the winter. Next

feaibn, if the field has not a great

tendency to run to grafs fo as to

choak them, they advance rapidly

after Midfummer, lO as to produce

a pretty full crop before whiter.

This you may begin to cut nx;if/j tbz

Ih'the immediately after your clover

'fails, and continue to cut it as it is

ivanted during the whole of the

winter; but it is fuppofed that after

the month of February the talle of

this plant alters, as it is in general

believed, that after that time horfes

r.nd cattle are no longer fond of it.

I muft however obferve, that never

having had myfelf a fufficiency of

whins to ferve longer than till to-

wards the middle of February, or

beginning of March, I cannot af-

fert the above fact from my own
experience. I have frequently fecn

horfes beating the whins with their

hoofs, fo as tobruife the prickles, and

then eat them, even in the months

of April and May; and flicep which

have been ufed to this food certainly

pick off the bloflbms and young

pods at that feafon"; and probably

the prickles alfo; fo that it is pof-

fible this opinion may only be a

vulgar error.

Circumflances, which I need not

here fpecify, have prevented me
from afcertaining whnt is the weight

of the crop that may be thus at-

tained; but I think I may fafcly

venture to fay, that it is at leall

equal to that of a crop of green

clover; and if it be confidcred that

this affords a green fucculent food

durino- winter, on which cattle can

be fatted as well as on cut grafs in

fummer, it will I think be admitted,

that it mull be accounted even a

more valuable crop than clover.

After being cut, it fn rings up the

following feafon with greater vigour
than before; and, in this fituation,

acquires a degree of health and fuc-

ciilence very different from what it

is ever obferved to poflVCs in its na-

tural (late *. The prickles too are

fo foft, and the fiems fo tender, that

very little bruifmg is neceffary : in-

deed horfes, who have been accuf-

tomed to this food, would eat it

without any bruiling at all : but

cattle, whofe mouths feem to be
more tender, always require it to

be well bruifed.

How long this crop might conti-

nue to be annually cut over, without

wearing out, I cannot fay ; I believe

a long while, in favourable circum-

llances. But I muil now take notice

of a peculiarity that, unlefs guarded
againft, will very fcon extirpate it,

as I myfelf experienced.

The natural progrefs of this

plant has been deicribed above with

tolerable accuracy, but one parti-

cular was omitted. During the be-

ginning of the feafon, nature feems

to be loleiy employed about the

great work of fruftification only,

and it is not till near Midfummer
that the whin begins to pufh forth

its wood-bearing branches, which
advance with great luxuriance only

during the latter part of the feafon.

Hence it happens, that if care be
not taken to have the grafs that

fpring? up on the field before the

whiii begins to fend out its fnoots

eatsn clofe down, that grafs will ac-

quire fuch a luxuriance before the

young branches of the whin begin

to advance, as to overtop them, and

choak them entirely. Whoever
therefore has a f 'Id under this par-

ticular crop, muu be careful to ad-

* I have feen fhoots of one feafon near four feet in length.

vert
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"vert to this circumftance, or, if the

field be in good heart, he will in-

fallibly lofe it. The field therefore

fhould be kept, as a pafture, bare as

poflible during the beginning of the

feafon, and the cattle fhould only

be taken from it when the fhoots of

the whin are difcovered to begin to

advance with vigour. Under this

management I prcfume it may be

kept for many years, and yield

full crops : but unlefs the mowers
/hall be particularly attentive, at

the heginning, to cut it as low as

pofiible, it will very foon become
jmpoflible to cut the field with a

fcythe, as the Humps will foon ac-

fiuire fo much ftrength as to break
the fcythe when it happens to touch

them.

This Is the bed way I know of

rearing whins as a crop for a winter

food for cattle or horfes. For fheep,

who take to this food very kindly

when they have been oi)ce accuf-

tomed to it, lefs nicety is required;

for if the feeds be fimply fown
broad-cafl: very thin (about a pound
of feed per acre) upon the pooreft

foils, after they come up the fhecp

of themfelves will crop the plants^

and foon bring them into round clofe

bullies, as this animal nibbles ofi-*

the prickles one by one very quickly,

fo as not to be hurt by them. Sheep,

however, who have not been ufed

to this mode of browfing, do not

know how to proceed, and often

will not tafte them ; but a few that

have been ufed to this food, will

foon teach all the rell how to ufe it.

Another very oeconomical way of
rearing whins, that 1 have feen prac-

tifed at large by another, rather

fhan experienced it myfelf, is as

i'ollows

:

Let a farm be ir.dofed by means
Vol. XXXI.

of a ditch all round, with a bank

thrown up upon one fide; and if

flones can be had, let the face of

that bank be lined with the ftones

from bottom to near the top ; this

lining to flope backward with an

angle of about fixty or feventy de-

grees from the horizon. Any kind

of Itones, even round bullets ga-

thered from the land, will anfwer

the purpofe ytr^j well ; upon the

top of the bank fow whin feeds

pretty thjck, and throw a few of

them along the face of the bank.

Young plants will quickly appear.

Let them grow for two years, and

then cut them down by means of a

hedge-bill, flripping down by the

face of the hank. This mode of

cutting is very eafy ; and as the

feeds foon infmuate themfelves a-

mong the crannies of the ftones, the

whole face of the bank becomes a

clofe hedge, whofe fhoots fpring up

with great luxuriance. Jf another

ditch be made on the other fide of

the bank, and if this be managed
in the fame way, and if the hedge

be cut down only once every fe-

cpnd year, (and in this way it af-

fords very good food for beaib)

and the infide and the outfide be

cut down alternately, the fence

will always continue good, as the

hedge at the top will at all times be

cpmpleat. This mod? of rearing

whins is toth convenient and oeco-

nomical. But where ftones cannot

be obtained for making the facing,

the bank very foon moulders down,

and becomes unfit for a fence.

I know few plants that def^'rve

the attention of the farmer more
than the whin. Horfes are pecu-

liarly fond oi it. Some perfons

think they may be made to per^

form hard work upon it> vvitiiout
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any feeding of grain; but I think

it tends more to fatten a horfe than

to fit him for hard labour, and that

therefore fome grain fhould be given

with it where the work is fevere.

Cattle eat it perfectly well when
thoroughly bruifed, and grow fat

upjn it as upon turnips ; but unlefs

it be very well bruifed for them they

will not eat it freely, and the far-

mer wDl be difappointed in his ex-

peftations. Cows that are fed upon

it yield nearly as much milk as while

upon grafs, which is free from any

bad tafte; and the beft winter-made

butter I ever faw was obtained from

the milk of a cow that was fed upon

whins."

ANTIQ^UITIES.
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A N T I Q^U I T I E S.

4 literal TranJIation of the Will of

King Alfred,/row the Saxon Ori-

ginal, preJer-Tjecl in a Regijter of the

Atbey cf Newminfter, at Winchef-

V&x , founded by that King a fbort

Tune before his Death.

The better to elucidate fo 'valuable a

Record, n.ve Jhall alfo lay the Pre-

face, and Introdu£tory Remarks

to the Will before our Readers.

Preface.

*< ^ I *HE following will of King

J[ Alfred the Great, is pre-

ferved in a regifter of the Abbey of

Newminfter, at Winchefter, founded

by that King a fhort time before his

death. This regiller commences
with an account of the firft founda-

tion of the abbey in the cemetery on

the north-weft fide of the cathedral

of Winchefter, which about the year

mo was removed to Hyde. The
greateft part of the regifter, and
particularly that in which the will is

inferted, appears to have been

written bt-tween the years 1028 and

1032, fo that the entry in the regif-

ter could not have been later than

one hundred and thirty-two years

after the foundation of the abbey,

though it was probably earlier; and
it may reafonably be fuppofed, that

care would be taken by the abbot

and convent, to exemplify the will

of their great and munificent foun-

der, in the moft correct manner.

This regifter appears to have been

un -noted, from the time of the difTo-

lution of Hyde Abbey, till about the

year 17 10 ; when it was in the pofTef-

fion of Walter Clavel, Efq; afterwards

it was the property of the Rev. Mr.
North ; en whofe deceafe it came into

the hands of his executor the Rev.

Dr. Lort, one of the vice prefidents

of the Ibciety of antiquaries, who in

the year 1769 kindly depofited it in

the MS. library of Mr. Aftle.

The following valuable document

is interefting on many accounts.

Firft, we learn from it the ideas

entertained by the king, and the

great men of the realm, concerni.ng

the fucceflion of the crown, in the

times of the Saxons.

Secondly, we are informed of fe-

veral particulars relative to the

rights, liberties, and privileges of

the different orders and degrees of

men, at that early period.

Thirdly, we are furnilhed with

many curious fafts, which elucidate

the nature of the tenures, by which

e tates were held in the time of our

Saxon anceftors.

Mr. Aftle having converfed with

feveral of his literary friends on the

contents of this valuable record^ and
particularly with fome refpedable

G z members
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members of the univerfity of Ox-
ford, it was determined by the de-

legates of the Oxford prefs, to lay

it before the public, confidering it a

iTionument which will refletl honour

on the memory of the royal founder

of the univerlity.

In Affer's life of King Alfred,

Mr. Wife has printed what he called,

Tejiamentiun j^Jfredi Regis ; but the

reader will find that it is nothing

more than a very incorreft tranfla-

tion into Latin of part of the fol-

lowing will.

The public is indebted to the Rev.

Mr. Owen Manning, well known as

the editor of Lye's Didionarium

Saxonico et Gothico-Latiuum, for the

following tranflation, and for moll

of the notes.

Introduilary Remarks,

It appears by the preface or in-

trodudion to this will, that K. Ethel-

wolf left certain manors and other

eftates in land (befides what he had
given them in his life-time) to his

three fons, Ethelbald, Ethelred, and
Alfred, and to the furvivor of them.

That on Ethelbald's deceafe, E-
thelred and Alfred made over their

joint intereit herein to K. Ethelbert

their then eldeft brother, in truft, to

releafe it to them again in the fame
condition in which he received it

:

with a covenant to do the fj^me by
fuch eftates alfo as he had obtained

by their joint affiftance, and fuch as

he fhould have acquired himfelf.

Thar, on Ethelbert's deceafe, and
Ethelred's fucceeding to the crown,
Alfred applied to him in Witena-
gemot, to make partition of the

eftates, and to affign him his fhare :

but that Ethelred refufed; alledg-

ing in his excufe, that it was a mixed
property, which he had entered upon
at different times ; and that he could

not eafily diftinguilh the lands one
from another : that, however, he
would make him his heir; with

which declaration Alfred was fatif-

fied.

Thar, fhortly after, in a Witena-
gemot at Swinburgh, it was agreed

between Ethelred and Alfred, that

the furvivor fhould give to the chil-

dren of the other, i. All fuch lands

as they two themfelves fhould have
acquired; and, 2. All fuch as Ethel-

wolf their father had given to them
two in Ethelbald's life-time : but

not, 3. Thofe which he had be-
queathed by will to the three; which,

together with the perfonal eftate of
him of the two that ftiould die firft,

was to go to the furvivor.

That, finally therefore, this third

fort of lands, i;;z. fuch as K. EtheU
wolf the father had devifed by will

to the three brothers and the fur-

vivor of them, and which had now
devolved on Alfred, was the fubjedt

of the following bequeft : which, in

the Witena-gemot at Langden (K.
Ethelwolf 'swill being firft produced
and read) it was unaniinoufly agreed

that Alfred had undoubted authority

to make: and which the nobility

there aiTembled pledged themfelve$

to fee carried into execution.

King Alfred's Will, ^The Literal

Tranflation,

I Alfred king, by God's grace,
and with the counlel of « Ethel-
red archbifhop^ and all the Weft-

» Ethelred, archbifliop of Canterbury j who died, Ao 888,

Saxon
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Saxon nobles' concurrence, have

ionridered of my foul's health, and

of my inheritance that to me God
and my anceftors did give ; and of

that inheritance which K. '' Ethelwolf

my father to us "^ three brothers did

bequeath, Ethelbald, and Ethered,

and me ; and which of us foever

longelt liver were, that he ihould

take to all.

But it came to pafs that Ethelbald

died"*; and we two Ethered \_aiidl*'\

with all the Weft -Saxon nobles'

concurrence, our part did give in

truft to Ethelbert'^ king our brother,

on the condition that he it Ihould re-

deliver to us as entire as it then was

when we it to him did make over.

And he then fo did, both by that -

eftate, and that which he by onr

joint concurrence had obtained, and
what he himfelf had acquired.

When it fo happened that Ethered?

fuccceded, then prayed I him before

our nobles all, that we two the inhe-

ritance might divide ; and he to me
would give my (hare. Then faid he

to me, that he not eafily might di-

vide, for that he had, at many dif-

ferent times formerly taken poflef-

fion. And he faid concerning that

which he of our joint property en-

joyed, and l^that luhich he^'^ had ac-

quired, after his days, he to no man
rather would give it than to me.
And 1 therewith, at that time was
well facisfied.

But it came to pafs, that we all by
the heathen* folk defpoiled were.
Then dilcourfed we concerning our
children, that they fome fupport
would need to be given by us out
of thefe eftates, as to us was given.

Then were we in council at bwin-
burgh ^

; when declared we two, in

the Weft-Saxon nobles* prefence,

that which foever of us tv/o longefl

liver were, that he fhould give to

the other's children thofe lands that

we two our felves had acquired, and
thofe lands that to us two Ethelwolf
the king gave while Ethelbald was
living; except thofe that he to us three

brothers bequeathed. And of this,

of us two each to the other his fecu-

rity did give, that whether of us two
longeft Ihould live, he fhould take

both to the land and to the trea-

^ Ethelwolf, the father of Alfred, died, 13 Jan. A* 857-S, leaving four fons, i. Ethel-

bald, 2. Ethelbert, 3. Ethered, 4. Alfred, who were fucceflively kings of England j and
one daughter, Ethelfvvith, who, A° 8151, married Burthrcd king of Mercia ; snd, after

his death. A" 873, became a nun at Padua, where Ihc died, A° 82g.
^ K. Ethelwolf made no mention, in his will, of his fecond fon, Ethelbert, having, in

his life-time (on the death of Athelftan, uncle of Ethelbert) A" 851, given him the kinj;-

dom of the South-Saxons, Eaft-Saxons, and Kent.
•^ Ethelbald, the eldeft brother of Alfred, died, 20 Dec. A° 860.
'^ The v/ordb, "] ir, feem to be wanting in the original.

^ Who fuccceded to the kirtgdim on the death of Ethelbald, A'' S5o; and -.vas now tl-.e

cldcft furviving brother of the three.

S Ethered faccecded to the throne on the death of Ethelbert, A° 866.
^ The words, )>xp |?e he, though not rxprelTed in the original, muft lie undcritooJ,

as abfolutely necelHiry to enabh the reader to djllingui/h betvvp»n the two fpecies of siHtc

here mentioned, viz. tlut which Ethered was f:ifed of by joint heirihlp with Alfred,

and fuch as he had acquired himfelf.

The whole reign of this prince was one continued war with the Daass, who SK htrs

meant by the h^Sen pole.
^' 1 find na place »f thi? name at prefent in England.

urPi :
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fures ; and to all his pofTeffions ex-

cept that part, whicli of us either to

his children (hould bequeath.

But it came to pafs chat Ethered '

the king deceafed, when commu-
nicated to me no man no title-deed,

nor no evidence, that it any other

was than as it before witnefs we be-

fore had agreed. Then heard we
now of many inheritance- fuits. Now
therefore brought I Ethelwolf the

king's will into our council at Lan-
gandene "* ; and it they read before

all the Weft- Saxon nobles. When
it read was, then prayed I them all

for my love (and to them my fecu-

rity gave, that I of them never to

none would bear ill will for that they

right fhould fpeak) that of them
none would negleft, neither for my
love nor for my fear, that they the

common right fliould declare ; lell

any man fliould fay, that I my kinf-

folk, whether elder or younger,

wrongfully had excluded. And they

then all for right pronounced and

declared, that they no more rightful

title conceive could, nor In a title-

deed hear 'of " Now (/aid they)

" it all delivered is there into thy
*' hand : Wherefore thou it mayeft
" bequeath and give, either to a
" relation or a ftranger, as to thee

" moil eligible may be." And they

all to me thereupon their fecurity

gave, and their hand-letting, that,

during their life, it no man never

fliould pervert in none other wife but

fo as I it my felf fliould diredton the

next day.

I Alfred, of the Weft-Saxons
"king, by God's grace, and before

this company of witnefTes, declare

how I concerning my eftates will

after my day.

Firft, I give to • Edward, my
eldeft fon, the land at p Stra;neat in

'J Tricon-lhire, and " Heortigtune,

and the book-land all that Leof heah
holds, and the land at ^ Carumtune,
and at ^ Cylfantune, and at " Burn-
hamme, and at '^ Wedraor. And
I am a y petitioner to the ^ families

' King Ethelred died 23 Apr. A" 872 ; when Alfred fucceeded to the crown.
™ There are diverfe places in England of the name of Langdcn and Longdon ; but which

of them this was, it is impoflible to fay. If this point could be fettled, aud the time at

which the council was holden, we could afcertain the date of the will, as well as the place

at which it was maue.
" Alfred being king at the time he made his will, it mud have been made between A" 872,

when he came to the crown, and A ' 885, in which blfhop £fne, one of the legatees thereia

mentioned died.

° Edward, the eldeft fon of Alfred, was born a little before his father afcended the

throne j and afterwards fucceeded him therein, by the name of Edward the Elder.

P Probably Stratton in Cornwall. See the next note.

S 1 take Tricon-fliire to have been, without all doubt, Cornwall; it being but a fmall

Sajcon variation from Trlg-fliire, as it was called by the Britifh inhabitants. See Borlafe's

Cornifli Vocabulary.
^ Perhaps Hardington In co. Som. as moll of the lands here bequeathed are in that

county or Wilts.
^ Carhampton, CO. Som. * Chilhampton, co. Wilt. " Burnham, co. Som.
" Wechnore, co. Som. ^ For pjiymtoij. «' Qu^i requirit," &c.
^ Thefe hipap, " families," at Chedder, were the Ceorls, who occupied the tenemental

lands there. They were fo far analogous to thofe who, in the fucceeding feudal times,

were called privileged villains, as that they could not be compehed to hold their lands againft

their own confent. Hence it was that Alfred had ftipulated with them, on the ground of

a requifition on his part, to chufe Edward his fon to be their landlord 5 i. e. to continue

his tenants after hehlmfclf Ihould be dead and gone.

at
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at a Ceodre, that they him would to Ecgulf gave in truft at the Nether

chufe on the condition that we for- HyfTeburn.

merly exprefled had; with the land And to my "• younger fon the land

of ^ Ciwtune, and that which there- at " Eaderingtune, and that at

to belongeth. And I to him give " Dene, and at P Meone, and at

the land at ^ Cantudune, and at ^ Ambrefbyry, and at " Deone and
^ Bedewind, and at ^ Pefefigge, and at ' Sturemynfter, and at t Gifle, and
' Hyfleburn, and at ^ S'uttune, at" Cruaern,andat^ Whitchurch, and
and at •* Leodride, and at * Awel- at ^ Axanmouth, and at y Brancef-

tune. cumbe, and at ^ Columtune, and at

Andallthebookland that I in Cent ^ Twyfyrd, and at '' Mylenburn, and
have, and at the Nether ^ HyfTeburn, at ^ Exanmynfter, and at ^ Suthef-

and at ' Cyfeldene, let it be given to wyrth, and at ^ Livvtune, and the

Wintan-ceaftre, on the condition on lands that thereto belong ; which arc

which it my father formerly gave

;

all that I in *" Weal diltrid have,

and that my private eftate which I except s Triconfhire.

And

* Chedder, co. Som. *' Chewton, co. Som. ' Quantock, co. Som.
^ Bedwin, co. Wilt. ^ Pewfey, co. Wilt. ^^HuiTebourn, co. Hant.
S There are fo many places in England of the name of Sutton, that it is hard to

fay which of them is here meant; but, doubtlefs, one of thofe of this name in Somer-
letfliire or Wilts. *> Probably Ledered in Surrey.

^ I take this to have been Aulton in Wilts, which was given by fome of his fuc-

ceflbrs to the cathedral of Winchefter, Cart. 29. E. i. n. 54. For Aulton in Hants
feems to have been given to that church by Egbert the grandfather of Alfred. Dug.
Men. I. 979. Yet Camden takes it for granted to have been Aulton in Hants; and,

following the printed Latin tranflation of the Will, fays, that Alfred gave it to the

keeper of Leodre. Edit. Gibf. p...146.

''Nether Hunebourn in Hants j which was afterwards given by Edward to the ca-

thedral of Winchefter.

'Chifeldon or Chlftleton in Wilts; which was given to the Old Foundation at

Winchefter for the prefent; but, as it feems, for the benefit of his intended new min-
fter at that place, which appears to have been poffeffed of it in 4 Edw. iii. Rom. 4.
£. 3. m. 4. apud Tann. Notlt. p. 156. •

"" This younifer fon of Alfred was Ethelvvavd, born about A° 880. He was educate*

at Oxford, became a very learned man, and died 16 Oct. A° 922.
" Adrington, co. Som.
" There are places of this name both in Hants and Wilts, as well as in many other

counties. But I take it to have been in one of thofe two, as moft of the eftatcs here

bequeathed lay among the Weft-Saxons.
P Eaft and Weft-Meon, co. Hant. <1 Ambrefbury, co. Wilt.
" Down, CO. Dorf. or Devon. ^ Sturminfter, co. Dorf.

' Gidley, co. Devon. " Crewkcrn, co. Som.
w Whitchurch, co. Kant. '^ V ' Axmcuth, Branfcomb, Columbton, CO. Devon.
^ Twiford, CO. Hant. ^ Milbourn, co. Dorf. or Som. '^ Axminfter, co. Devon.
^ Of this I find notiiing. ^ Litten, of which there is one in Dorf. and one in Som.
^" On pealcynne." The author of the printed tranflation hatli rendered this

" fub cceIo," as if Alfred had meant to fay, under the welkin. But,^befide that this

word is always written, in the Saxon language, peoken, polc»n, or pclcn, the very

termination, cynne naturally refers us to fome diftridt. The only queftlon is. What
that dlftrift was ?—Now the Britons, who retired into the Weft of England, were

called, by our Saxon ancellors, pealaf, and their tribe?, peala cynne, i. e. Britannorum

gentes. The word indeed, is, at prefent, retained in the name of thofe only who re-

tired to the cxtremiti*of tlrc ifiarJ 5 who are to this day called Eopn-pealaj-. But
J. G 4 tl.li
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And to my eldeft ''daughter the And to ^ Osferth, my coufin, th^
manor at >Welewe. manor at ^ Beccanlea, and at > Ry.
And to the mid die moll •», [t.b.i:] therfield, and at •« Dicceling, and at

at i Cleare, and at "> Cendefer. J Suthtiinc, and at " Lullingminfler,
And to the youngeft ", the manor and at " Angmering, and at • FeU

at ° Welig, and at f yEfdune, and ham, and the lands that thereto be-
at 1 Cippanhamme. long-

And to ^thelm', my brother's And to J* Ealhfwith, the manor at

Ton, the manor at » Ealdingburn, "• Lamburn, and at ' Waneting, and
znd at * Cumtune, and at » Crundell, at ' Ethandune.
and at * Beading, and at y Beading. And to my two fons.cne thoufand
hamme, and at * Burnhara, and at of pounds; to each five hundred of
* Thunresfield, and at ^ JEkeng. pounds.

And to;= Athelvvold, my brother's And to my eldert daughter, and
fon, the manor at <* Godelming, and to the middlemoll, and to the

at « Gyldefoid, and at ^ Stening, youngeft, and to Ealhfwitb, to them

this doe» not hinder but that it might formerly extend farther. Nay, the prefix, Eojiu,

applied to one fet of the pealaj", feems to imply that there were other pe-alap befide thel'e,

and bordering upon them. Accordingly, I do fuppofe that, by a latitude peculiar t*

common fpeech, the inhabitants of Devon, or even of Somerfetlhire, might be called

pealaj* alfo : A»d that, therefore, when Alfred had bequeathed his eftates in thefe parts, he
finiftied with faying, -jj ry.^b e«lle ic on peal-cynne haebbe butan tjticODpcijlft,

i. e. as we ihouid exprefs it nojv, " Which are all that I have in the Weft of England,
*' except in Cornwall."—And as a proof of this, it is obfervable, that none of the iand«

hereafter bequeathed are farther Weft than Wilt/hire.

8 This hath been explained already in note*!, p. 86.
^ His eldeft daughter was Eihelfleda, who married Ethelred, D. of Mercia; after

vhofe death, A° 912, fhe governed that province till her own deceafe^ 15 Jun. A" 919.
^ Wellow, CO. Hanr.
'' His middlemoft daughter, as he calli her, was Ethelgeda, a nun, and afterwardc

abbcfs of Shaftlbury, where fhe died aad was buried.
^ King's Clere, co. Hants.
." Probably one of thofe places In Hampfiiire whish ftill bear this addition to theic

name, viz. Pretlon-Candever, Chilton-Cande\er.
* The youngeft daughter of Alfred was Elfrjda, who married Baldwin II. Earl of

Flanders ; and, dying, 7 Jun. A" 929, was buried in the monaftery of St. Peter at Ghent.
* Willcy, CO. Wilt. P Athton, co. Wilt. 1 Chippenham, co. Wilt.
^ ./^thelm, the eldeft fan of K. Ethelbert, elder brother of Alfred.
•"^ Aldingbourn, co. SulFe*. ^ Corapton, co. Suflex. " Crundal, co. Hant>
" Beden, co. Suflex, >' Bcdingham, co. Suffex. * Barnham, co. SuiTex.
' I take this to have been the manor of Thunderfield, in the parifli of Horfey, nstff

Riygate, in Surrey, where was formerly a oaftle of confiderable ftrength.
** Probably Eafhing, in the pariffa of Codelming, in Surrey, the manor of which alf«

IsL-longcd to Alfred.
'^ Ethelwuld, the youngeft fon of K. Ethelbert, elder brother of Alfred; ;vh» died la

irms againft Edward his touhn, the fon and fucceflbr of Alfred, A"* 905.
'^ '^ Godelming and Gildford, both in Surrey. ^ Steyning in Sull'cx.

S Who this Osferth his coufin was, I do not find.

* ^ ^ Beckley, Rotherfield, and Dichling, all in Suffex.

1 m n o Sutton, Lullington, Angmering, and Felpham, all in Suffex*
J* Ethelfwitha was the v.ifeof Alfred, and daughter of Etlielred the Great, E^irl of Mef»

cla. She furvived her huftiand four yean; and, dying A" 904, was buried in the nuH''

aery at Winchefter of her own foundation.

1 ' Lambourn and Wantage in Berks, at the latter of which K. Alfred was born.
* EdingdoHj near Weftbury, in Wilts, where Alfred defeated the Danes, A* S7S.

foaf.
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four, four hundred of pounds ; to

each one hundred of pounds.

And of my ' aldermen to each one

hundred of " mancufes ; and to

vEthelm, and Athclwold, and Of-

ferth alfo.

And to Ethcred the alderman, a

fword of an hundred mancufes.

And to the men that me follow, to

whom I now at Ealler-tide money
gave, two hundred of pounds. Let

them give to them, and divide them

between, to each as to him to be-

long they (hall judge ; after the

manner that I to them now have

dillributed.

And to the * archbifliop, loo of

mancufes, and to ^ Eine bifhop,

and to * Werferth bithop, and lo

the \^hiJhop'] * at Sciiireburn.

Alfo, let them dillribuie for me
and for my father, and for ihe

friends that he interceded for, and I

intercede for, two hundred of

pounds ; fifty to the mafs-priells

over all my kingdom ', fifty to the

poor miniflers of God ; fifty to the

diftrefied poor ; fifty to the church

that I at ftiall reft. And I know not

certainly v.'hether of the money fo

iTiuch is ; nor I know rot but that

thereof raore may be ; but fo I fup-

pofe. If it more be, be it to them all

common to whom I money bequeath-

ed have. And I will that my aldermen

and my minifters there all together

be and this thus diltribule.

When I had formerly in other

wife difpofed in writing of my inhe-

ritance, then I had more eilate, and
more relations ; and had to many
men the writings intrulted; and in

the fame company of witneiTes they

were written. But I have now
burned thofe old deeds that I by in-

quiry recover might. If of the fe any
found fhould be, let it ftand for no-

thing : for that I will that it now thus

be by God's affiftance.

And I will the men that the

lands fliall have, the words to fulfil

that in my faiher's teftament do
ftand, fo as they focneft may.
And I will, if I to any man any

money unpaid have, that my rela-

tions that at leail repay.

And I v;il! the men to whom I

my bookland bequeathed have, that

they it do not give from my kindred

after their day : but 1 will ['* after'j

their day, that it go imto the nighell

hand to me ; unlefs of them any one

children have ; then it is to me moft

eligible that it go to that iuue on
the male fide, the while that any of

it worthy be. My grandfather hath

* The King's aldermen were his jaflices itinerant and other greit ofEcers of his owa
appriintment.

" The mancus was about 7 s. 6d. of our prcfcnt currency.

* Ethclrsd rirchbUhop of Canterbur/, who died A* 8S8.

y Efnc, bifhop of Hereford j who died, actorciing to Godwin, A° 8S5. Indeed Srevens

•nd Willis place him a century hipher. Bur, as a bifhop Efne is here exprefsiy nnentionsd

as a legatee, and no other of that name occurj in the whole catalogue of bifhops, it fecms a

full proof that Godwin is right in the point of chronology.
^ Werferth was biCinp of Worccrtcr, a nwn of fingul.u' learning, and employed by Alfred

k\ traaflating tlie Dialogues of pope Grcgi^ry I. ioti the Saxon language. He died, accord-

tng to fome, A* 911, according to others, A'' 91 q.

'.<) his editioii of Aficr's Annals of Alfred,

^ The •.vor» op^p. fcqpaj to be var.tinjj hi

beoueathed
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bequeathed his land to the ^ fpear-

fide, and not to the "^ fpindle-fiJe.

Wherefore, if 1 have given to any
female what he had acquired, then
let redeem it my relations, if they
it while ihe is living have will : if it

otherwife be, let it go after their

day, fo as we before determined
have. For this reafon I ordain that

tliey it pay for, becaufe they will

fucceed to my [e/afe] that I give
may, or to female hand, or to male

'

hand, whether 1 will.

And 1 befeech, in God's name,
and in his faints', that of my rela-

tions none, nor of my heirs none do
obflriid, none of the *= freedom of
thofe that [ have redeemed. And for

me the Well- Saxon nobles as lawful

have pronounced that I them may
leave either free or bond whe-
ther I will. But I, for God's love,

and for my foul's advantage, will

that they be of their freedom maf-
ters, and of their will, and I, in

God the living's name intreat that

them no man do not difturb, neither

by money-exaftion, nor by no man-
her of means, that they may not
^ chufe fuch man as they will.

And I will that they reftore to the
s families at ^ Domerham their

land-deeds, and their free liberty

fuch perfon to chufe, as to them
moic agreeable may be ; for me,
and for ^ Elileda, and for the friends

that (he did intercede for, and 1 do
intercede for.

And feek ^ they alfo, with a liv-

ing ' price, for my foul's health, as

it be may, and as it alfo fitting is

;

and as ye me to forgive fhall be
difpofed.

Defcription of the famous Labyrinth

of Gortyna, in Crete.

—

From Let-

ters on Greece by Mr. Savary ;

tranflatcdfroi7i the French.

"^ ''• Spejie healpe Spinl healpe. The fexes are here denominated from
the implements peculiar to their refpeftive occupations ; the male from thefpear, the female
from the fpindle. And hence, 1 cannot but think it probable, that the word paepCneti,
fignifylng alfo mafculine (though derived, by the authors of our vocabularies, from paepen,
which they fuppoie to have been a Saxon word correfponding to the veretrum oi the Latins)

has its origin in the word paepen as it fignifi?3 arms ; and is therefore only applied to

the male fex, as the particular weapon, the fpear was, becaufe it was the only fex that bore

arms.
^ The latter part of this compound, lip, Is put for leap ; and the whole word, cyjielip,

is as much as to fay " arbitrii licentiam," i. e. the liberty of difpofmg of themfelves.
^ Alfred having manumitted diverfe j^eopap, and put them into the condition of

ceojilep, defires that his heirs would not abridge them of that liberty, but leave them to

chufe fuch man for their landlord as they would 5 which all ceojilep, by the Saxon con-
ftiruticn might do.

§ The hipap oi Domerham were the fame fort of people with thofe of Chedder, fpoken of
in note^, p. 86, viz. The Eeojiiep who occupied the tenemental lands there, which they

:mightreiinqoii'h when they plealed. And as they v«ere entreated, in that inftance, to chufe

jEdward for their lord, i. t. to continue to occupy thofe lands under him, as they had dorvs

under Alfred : fo here, the heirs are required to leave thofe of Domerham to chufe fuch
ma« for their landlord, as they would j . e. to continue to occupy thofs lands, or relinquifh

thrm, as they fhculd think proper.
^' Dompia hamme, The manor of Dummer, co. Hant.
^ His eldeft daughter. ,
^ Sec man, *' Let them feek," or, make appUcatioa to, viz..,God.
' On cpicum ceape. " With a living pric/^'i viz. by piayer and intcrcelTion, 3n<l

the ufual oflicts of devotion.

9 .
« WE
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»* TT 7E quitted the plain of Gor-W ty"^ ^o vifit the Labyrinth.

The road leading to this memorable
place is rough and fteep ; but, after

an afcenc of near an hour, we, at

length, reached the entrance. We
had brought with us the thread of

Ariadne, that is to fay, four hundred

fathoms of twine, which we failened

to the gate, where we ftationed twoja-

niffaries, with orders to fufFer nobody
to enter. The opening of the La-
byrinth is natural, and not wide.

When you have advanced a little,

you find a confiderable fpace ftrewed

with large Hones, and covered with

a flat roof cut out of the folid moun-
tain. To dilcern our way amid this

gloomy abode, we each carried a
liambeau. Two Greeks bore the

clew, which they unfolded or wound
up as occaiion required. At firft

we loft ourfelves in different alleys

without an opening, and were obliged

to meafure back, our fteps, but at

length difcovered the true paffage,

which is on the right as we'enter

;

we arrive at it by a narrow path,

and are obliged to creep on our

hands and feet for the fpace of an

hundred yards, the roof being ex-

tremely low. At the end of this

narrow paffage the ceiling rifes fud-

denly, and we were able to walk up-

right, in the midft of the impene-
trable darknefs that farrounded us,

and the numerous ways which ilruck

off on each fide, and croffed each

other in different diredlions. The
two Greeks we had hired trembled

with apprehenfion ; the fweat poured
down their faces, and they rcfufed

to advance, unkfs we took the

lead.

The alleys through which we paff-

ed were in general from fcven td

eight ftet high ; in width they va.

9^

ried from fix to ten, and fometimcs
more. They are all chifeled out of
the rock, and the ftones, of a dirty

grey, are ranged in horizontal layers.

In fome places, huge blocks of llone,

half detached from the roof, feem
ready to fall on your head, and you
muft ftoop in paffing them, not
without fome danger of their falling.

This havock has, no doubt, been oc-
cafioned by earthquakes, which arc
fo frequent in Crete.

Thus did we continue wandering'

in this maze, of which we endea-
voured to difcover all the windings,

and as foon as we had got to the end
of one alley, entered into another.

Sometimes we were flopped fiiort by
a paffage without an opening, and
at others, after long circuits, were
allonifhed to find ourfelves at the
crofs-way from vvhich we had fet

out. Frequently, after encircling-

with our cord a great extent of
rock, we were obliged to wind it up,
and return the way we came. It is

impoffible to defcribe to what a de-
gree thefe paffagesare multiplied and
crooked ; fome of them form curves
which lead you infenfibly to a vaff

empty fpace, fupported by enormous
pillars, whence three or four paffages
llrlke oft' that conduifl to oppofite
points ; others, after long vdndings,
divide into feveral branches : thefc

again extend a great length, and.
terminated by the rock, obli^-e the

traveller to trace back his way.
We walked with precaution in the

doublings of this vail labyrinth,

amid the ieternal darknefs that reigns

throughout it, and which our torches

could hardly difpel. Thus fituated,

the imagination raifes up phan-
toms; it figures to itlelf precipices

under the feet of the curious, mcn-
Uers placed as ceniincls, and, in a

«ord.
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word, a thcufand chimeras which

C2.n have no exiltence.

The precaution we had taken of

proceeding with the thread of Ari-

adne, and of fartcning it at different

dillances leit it (hould break, allowed

us to advance farther than Belon,

Tournefort, and Focock, were able

to do for want of fuch afliftance.

Wc oblerved, in f^veral parts of the

middle avenue, the cyphers 1700
written with a black pencil, by die

hand of the celebrated French bo-

tanill. An extraordinary circum-

Itance which he remarks, and which

we admired no lefs than he had done,

is the property pofTeffed by the rock

of prefcnting the names engraven on

it in relief. We faw feveral of

them, wherein this fort of fculpture

had arifen to the thicknefs of two

lines (the fixth part ofan inch.) The
fubllance of this relief is whiter than

tlie ftone=^.

After ftraying for a long time in

the frightful cavern of the Mino-
taur **, we arrived at the extremity

of the alley which Tournefort fol-

lowed. There we found a wide

fpacc, with cyphers cut in the rock,

none of which were of an earlier

date than the fourteenth century.

There is another fimiliar to this on

the right ; each of them may be

about twenty-four or thirty feet

fquare. To arrive at this place we
had run out almoft all our line, that

is to fay, about 4wenty-four hundred

feer, without mentioning our various

excurfions- We remained threiS

hours in the labyrinth, continually

walking, without being able to flat-

ter ourlelvci with having fecn every

thing. 1 believe it would be im-
pollible for any man to get out of
it, if left there without either clew

or flambeau ; he would lofe himfelt

in a thoufand windings : the horrors

of the place, and the intenfe dirk-

nefs, would fill him with conller-

naiion, and he mull miferably

perifh.

On our return, we examined 2
winding we had not before noticed ;

it condudled us to a beautiful grotto,

rifmg into a dome, wrought by the

hand of nature. It has no ftaladites,

nor indeed is a fmgle one to be found
in the whole extent of the cavern,

as the water does not filtrate through

the roof. Every thing is dry; and,

as the air is never renewed, the;

fmell is extremely difigreeable.

Thoufands of bats, the dung of
which lies in heaps, inhabit this

gloomy abode. They are the only

monflers we difcovered. We came
out with a great deal of pleafure,

and breathed the external air with

a kind of rapture. Night now be-

gan to come on, and the road was
not very eafy to be found ; we haf-

tened, therefore, to defcend the

mountain, and entered a neighbour-

ing farm, where we were very hofpi-

tably entertained by a Turk.
I have the honour to be. Sec.'*

* Several of us engraved our names deeply at the end of 1779. At the time

of preparing thefe letters tor publication, I am infbnned that tlie hollow is already

filled witli this white fubftancc, which projefts about a line (the twelfth of an inch)

above the names.
t^ The reader will fee in the following letter why M. Savary give$ it this name.

/«
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the pafTuge at the entrance has not

been altered, to fhew poiterity what
V. as the ftate of thefe fubterranean

channels before they were enlarged

by ihe hand of man. It is evident,

that nothing more has been attempt-
ed than merely to render them paf-

fabic, fmce only thofe ftones have
been cleared away which have ob-
llru(ned the p.iflage ; s.11 the others

have been leir, and are ranged ia

order along the walls.

But for what purpofe was this la-

byrinth intendtd ? Is it of great
antiquity : And was it there the

Minotaur was confined : Thefe are

queftions which, I believe, liave ne-
ver beea ar.lwered. Let us endea-
vour, if poffible, to refclve them.
The dilcovery of truth, obfcured by
the lapi'e of time, gives pleafure to

the reader, and amply recompenfes
the labour of inveltigaticn.

In the firft place, it is certain that

the immenfe cavern, the windings of
which 1 have defcribed, is not the
labyrinth formed by Dxdalus, on
the plan of that of Egypt ^ All
the "ancient writers attefc, that the
famous work of that celebrated ar-

chitedl was iituated at Cnoflus. " it
" was agreed," fays Paufanias, "to
" fend to the Minotaur of Crete
" feven virgins and feven beys, to
" he thrown into the labyrinth built
" i:; the city of Cncfius s." «« As
*' loon as Apolionius arrived at
" CnofTus, be viated the laby-
" rinth *", " Sec.

^ John 1 zetzcs very fau.,ia(fl':r';y

*^ Obfen'ations de plufieurs Singviltiriies et Chofes memdrab'/s trouvee.; In Cic'.e,
&:c. "^ Defcription ot the Eaft. •

• Vo'/aVe tiu LcpTM.t:.
f Diodorus Siciihis, lib. i. It is faiil that Daed.ijiis, travelling into Eryp', was

ftruck with admiration at the fight of the labyrinth conlhuclcJ wiili wondrous ai-,

and that he formed a fimilai- one for Minos kin^ of Crete,

S Paufanias in Atticis. h Philolhatus, ia ViU ApoUoaii.
Johanne* Tzet^zes.

X dcfcilbes

/« i^e /ollo<wi>ig Letter, M. Savary,

proceeds to Jheijo that the aho-ve-

mentioned Labyrinth n.<.'as the rcfi-

dence of the fabulous Minotaur,

and dijiinguilhes itfrom the Laby-

rinth oj Cnoffas, in Crete, built by

D^dalus.

To M. L. M.

•* ^Everal authors, madam, among

O whom are Belon = and Po-

cock i, pretend that the labyrinth,

which 1 have been defcribing, is no

more than a quarry, from which

Hones were brought to build the city

of Goriyna. M. Tcurneforc* has

fatisfadorily confuted this opinion ;

he has proved that the l^one of this

cavern is too foft to be fit for build-

ing, and that it would have coll

enormous fums to convey it acrofs

the lleep mountains that lie between

the labyrinth nnd the city. It muft

have been much more natural for

the inhabitants to procure their llone

from the mountains in the vicinity

of Gortyna. Had the labyrinth

been but an ordinary quarry, wi:y

leave at the entrance a channel a

hundred yards long, fo low as not to

be acceffible but by creeping, and

from whence ftones could not be

brought until broken in pioces ?

Tnis would have been to double

both labour and expence to no pur-

pofe. It is much mure probable,

adds M. Tourncfort, that nature

has produced the labyrinth, and that
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dei'cribes this famous edifice, and in-

foi ms us ol" the ufe for which it was

intended. " Dsdalus, the Athe-
*' nian, made for king Minos a pri-

• ion, from which it was impoflible

•' to efcape. Its numerous wind-
*' ings were in the form of a fnai],

** and it was called the Labyrinth."

Philocoriis ^ alierts, after the unani-

mous tellimony of the Cretans, that

*' the labyrinth was a prilon con-

« trived more effe(?iually to prevent
" tlie efcape of malefadors."

It was a prifon wherein Thefens

and his companions were to end their

days, or live deprived of honour.

Eut love and courage extricated

them from their danger. This la-

byrinth fubfifts no longer. It was

indeed already deftroyed in the days

of PHny. Let us therefore proceed

to confider that v,hich is flill exill-

ing.

Permit mc.. rnadara, to go- fome-

what further back, in order to throw

a little light on a few obfcure fads,

mingled with fo many fables. By
colIeAing the various opinions of

ancient authors, perhaps, we may be

able to remove the veil which con-

ceals truth. You know that Andro-

geos, ion of Minos, went to Athens,

and that iCgeus, at his return from

Trcezene ', celebrated what were

called the Panathenaic games, to

which all Greece repaired. The
Cretan hero entered the lifts, van-

quifhed all the combatants, and was

publicly crowned °'. This prince en-

GISTER, 1789.

tered into a friendly alliance with
the Pallantides, who made preten-

fions to the throne. JEgeus, dread-

ing the confcquences of this friend-

fhip, had him alTafTmated near CEnan
in Attica, when on his way to a fa-

cred folemnity.

" Minos foon appeared at the head
of a naval armament, to demand
vengeance for the death of his fon

;

and, after a long and bloody iiege,

during which Athens was ravaged

by the plague, ^geus, incapable of
defending himfelf any longer, de-
manded of the king of Crete what
fatisfaftion he required. That prince

infilled on his fending him, every

feventh year°, fevea boys and feven

girls', to be delivered to the Mino-
taur. Thefe unhappy vidims were
abandoned to him, and he carried

them ofr in his fleet. M the ftated

time he again appeared with a num-
ber of fnips, and was faiisiied in like

manner.

Thefe children were chofen by
lot, and the parents of thofe on whom
the fatal chance fell, murmured loud-

ly againft ^geus. They were filled

with indignation, on reflefting that

the author of ihe mifchief fhould

alone efcape the punifhment p ; and
that he fliould raife to the throne a
natural fon*!, while he deprived them
of their legitimate children. They
were even ripe for a revolt. But
when the time for fending the third

tribute arrived, Thefeus, whom fe-

veral gallant adions had already

raifed

^ Plutarchi in Thefeo. ^
' ApoUodorus, lib. iii.

m Diodoius Slcalus, lib. iv. " Apoliodoiijs, lib. iii.

° Diodorus, lib. iv. i'ays, that they were fent every feven years. ApoUodorus fays,

every vear. Plutarch (in Vita Thefei) afferts, that this tribute took place only once

in nine years. Thefe opinions, though they vary refpefting the number of years,

all confirm the faft. P Plutarch, in Vit^ Thefei.

4 Hygin. Fab. xxxvii. Neptune and ^geus, fons of Pandion, had amorous

•ommerce, in the fame night, with iEthi'a, daughter of Pytheus, in the temple of

Minerva,
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raifed to the fame of a hero, and
who, in the bloom of youth, united

every endowment of mind and body "",

was determined to put an end to thefe

murmurs. He vol'-" arily offered

himfelf to be one / the viftims,

refolvir.g to perifh, or free his coun-

try from an odious tribute ; and de-

parted, after facrificing to Apollo at

Delphi, who direded him to take

Venus for his guide ^
Let us now endeavour to difcover

the true meaning of the fable of the

Minotaur. Taurus was the name
of one of the principal men of Crete,

who was a native of Cnofl"us^ His

valour, and other great qualities, no
doubt, recommended him to Minos,

who made choice of him to command
an expedition againll Phoenicia.

" Taurus," adds Palsphatus, " a
*' citizen of CnofTus, made war on
** the Tyrians. Having overcome
** them, he carriedofffeveral young
" women from their city, among
" whom was Europa, daughter of
*' king Agenor. This it was that
*' gave rife to the fable of a bull

" having feized Europa, and carried

" her away. The poets, fond of the
*' marvellous, added, that fhe was
" ravifhed by Jupiter in the form of
« a bull."

The conqueror lived at the court

of Minos : he had returned laden

I E S. 95
with the fpoils of Tyre, and as he
pofiefTed the advantage of a fine

perfon, the renown he had acquired

by his military exploits, rendered
him ftill more handfome in the eyes

of Pafiphae, the daughter of the

Sun, and wife of the king of Crete.

She became enamoured of him, and
finding means to gratify her paf-

fion ", had a fon by him. Minos
having difcovered " that this child
" ould not be his, but that he was
" the fruit of the amours of Taurus
'' and Pafiphae, would not, how-
" ever, put him to death, but con-
" fined him to the mountains, to
" ferve the (hepherds. In thefe fo-

" litary abodes he grew wild and
" fierce, and lived by robbery, and
" ftealing {beep from the flocks.

" Having learnt that Minos had
*' fent Ibldiers to take him, he dug
" a deep cavern, which he made his

" place of refuge. At length the
" king of Crete fent to the fon of
" Taurus fuch criminals as he wifh-
" ed to punifh with death." His
ferocity, and this employment, no
doubt, procured him the name of
Minotaur, and induced poets and
painters to reprefent him as a mon-
fter, half a man, and half a bull. An
ingenious emblem, which had refe-

rence at once to his birth, his cha-

rader, and his odious fer vices.

Minen'a. Thefeus fprang from this union. Ifocrates fays, he was called the fon

of ^geus, but that Neptune was really his father.

Servuis ad -^neid, lib. vi. Theleus was as beauteous as bi-ave. (liberates).!

may fay to the praile of Theleus, tliat, being born in the time ot Hercules, he Co

comported himlelf as to merit a like glory. Not only did they bear the fanic arms,

but they applieil to the fame exercifes of body and mind, as became two heroes of

the fame blood.
5 Plutarch. Thefeus having confulted the Delphic r^jollo, before his departure,

the oracle told him to take Venus for his giiide.

f Ifaac Tzetzcs ad Lycophron. Taiu-us was a native of CnolTus, a city of Crete,

and general of tk« army that cairied oft" Europa. " Falxphat. de Fab.

Thefeus
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Thefous having landed in Crete,

endeavoured to calm the anger of

Minos, who had fallen in love with

" Pacribea^ one of the feven Athenian

virj^ins. He convinced him, that he

was the fon of Neptune, and endea-

voured to mitigate the rigour of his

fate. The prince, almoll difarmed,

treated him at firlt very favourably,

and permitted him to mix with the

combatants in the public games.

The Athenian hero excited univerfal

admiration >' by his addrcfs and cou-

rage, and enchanted every heart

with the gracefulncfs of his per-

fon *.

In Crete, women were permitted

to be prefent at the public fhews ^

;

and Ariadne faw Thefeus engage

with, and overcome, the moil: re-

nowned warriors of her country;

but while (he admired the bravery

and gj-aces of the youthful hero,

love Hole into her heart, and in-

flidled one of his dcepcft wounds.

It is probable fhe confefled her paf-

fion to the conqueror ; and that, to

fulfil the precept of the oracle *>, he

profited by her declaration. It is

natural to fuppofe alfo, that Minos,

informed of this intrigue, confidered

it as a new offence, and refolved to

(hut him up in the labyrinth of

Cnofius, that he might be for ever

buried in the horrid obfcurity of

that tremendous prifon. This con-

jeilure is rendered more than p.o-

bable by the followinj;; paflage '.

'* Thefeus arriving at the gate of
" the labyrinth, encountered Deu-
• calion and the guards, and put

" them to de:rth." So defperaie an

adlion determined Minos no longer

to keep any meafures with his ene-

my, and he fent him to Taurus, with

orders to put him to death*".

You recolledl, madam, that Tai^-

rus was the executioner of Minos

;

that he dwelt in a profound cavern,

in which he dellroyed the prifoners

condemned to death. The ancients

afierr, that the name of labyrinth

was given alfo to this gloomy abode,

in which art aflilling nature, had
formed new paffages, and contriv-

ed a multitude of windings, from
which it was almofi: impoffible ;^

efcape.

" The labyrinth of Crete ^ was
" a cavern dug out of a mountain."

Cedrenus adds thefe remarkabl?

words *^: " The Minotaur fled to a
" place called the Labyrinth, and
" concealed himfelf there, in the
" depth of a cavern."—" ^ The
" Labyrinth of Crete, that fubier-

" raneous cavern, with a thoufand
" windings, contained an inhabi-

" tant."

Thefe tellimonies, madam, remove
all doubt. They accurately defcribe

the labyrinth I vifited; its fuuation

in a mountain, its winding paffagei,

fulHcicntly prove it contained an in-

-"t Plutarch, in Vita Thefci. r Ibid.

2 Serviiis, Euftathins, and Hyginus, agree in informing ns, that Thefeus united

the utmoft gracefulncfs of perfon with a lofiy llatiire, ftrength, and courage.

2 Plutarch (in Vita Tht^fei) lays, Thefeus was admitteil to the p\iblic games ot

Crete } that he vanqni/hed the warriors who entered the lifts againlt him j and thai

Ariadne faw, and fell in love with hini.

'' Apollo, as ^vc have ieen, had commanded him to ftcrifice to love.

'^ Plutarch, in Vita Thefei. '' Pakephat. de Incredibilibns.

* Auftor. Etymologic. ^ Cedrenus. 8 Eulbtliius, in Odyff,

habitant.
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liabitant. This could be no other

than the fon of Taurus, who, in

order to efcape the emilTaries of

Minos, dug a cavern in the moun-
tain. This horrid place was his

abode, and, in part, his work; and

here the mon/br performed the

blood)^ executions co-nmanded by
the king. The following fadts will

clearly demonftrate thefe aflertions.

But let us return to Thefeus.
^ Condemned to fuirer an igno-

minious death by the hand of the

executioner of Minos, the Athenian

hero departed from Gortyna ; and,

ignorant of the deftiny that awaited

him, muft have fallen, but for love,

who watched over his life. Ariadne,

alarmed, informed him of the fnare

laid for him. She dcfcribed to him
the windings and dangers of the la-

byrinth i; gave him the thread by
ivhich he might direft his fteps ;

taught him the method of making
ufe of it, and fent him the fword
tiiat was to ihed the hateful blood

of the Minotaur.

]t fhould feem as if Thefeus had
procured fecret friends in the illand,

and that, by his addrefs, hib courage,

or the good ofiices of his miUrcfs,

he had gained the guards, who at-

tended on Taurus, and ailiued him
in his executions : for, as foon as he

arrived at Gortyna, all of them,
" forfiking the Minotaur ^, pre-
" tended to take to flight. The
" monfter, fufpedting he was be-
" trayed, fled into the place called
" the Labyrinth." Thefe words
clearly prove, that he efcapcd into

the gloomy cavern I have before

mentioned ; which was a place uf
refuge, perhaps his fortrefs ; for

there he put his vidlims to death.

Claudian, to diiHngui(h this cavern
from the famous edifice built by
Daidalus at Cnoffus ', calls it, " the
" Labyrinth of Gortyna, the ufual
" abode of the Minotaur."
The retreat of the executioner of

Minos might have been a feint. He
might vvifli to draw his enemy Into

a cavern, with all the avenues of
which he was well acquainted, and
where it would have been eafy for

him to kill him, by attacking him
at an advantage. But Thefeus had
the thread of Ariadne, her fword,

and his own undaunted courage. He
purfued the Minotaur through the

v.'inding alleys of his den, came up
with him, r,nd put him to death.

As foon as he had executed his

defign, he fled precipitately on board
a veiTel ^, taking with him his mif-
trefs, and the young vittims he had
faved. The remainder of the hillory

^ Minos, getting his enemy Thek:us into his power, fent him to he (lain by
Taurus. Ariadne, informed of this delign, lent him a I'vvord, witli which he flew
the Minotaur. Paiephat. de Incredib.

' Plutarch, in Vita Thelei. Thefeus arriving in the ifland of Crete, Ariadne
fell defpeiately in love with him. She bore him a fon, and taught him how to

cfcape frcir. the winding? paffjijjes of tlie labyrinth; and lie flew the Minotaur.
^ All the giaards forfaking the Minotaur of Gortyna, pretended to tuke to flight.

The Minotaur, fulpcfting tieachcry, took refuge in the place called the Labyrinth.
Cedrenus.

' Claudian, in Sext. Conf. Honorli. It forms different circuits, which are nei-

ther inferior to the art with which the labyrinth of Gortyna, tlie ul'ual abode of the

Minotaur, is built, nor the windins;s of the river Meandir.
™ Plutarch, in Vita Thelti. He fltw the Minotaur, and immediately baftened

on board his fliip, cairying v/ith him Ariadne, and ^.e young AU.e:iian«.

Vol. X.XXI. H of
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of Ariadne and Thefeus is well

known ; not to mention that it is

foreign to my fubjedt.

This is what appears to me mofl

probable concerning the labyrinths

of Crete. One of them, fituated at

CnofTus, was an edifice built by
Difidalus ", and which, on account of

it's various windings, deceived thofe

who got bewildered in it, and pre-

vented their return. It was in the

form of a fnai!, and the engraving,

prefixed to this letter, is an exaft

plan of it. Minos converted it into

a royal prifon; but the criminals,

confined there, were only deprived

of their liberty.

The other, near Gortyna, and

called by the ancients the Labyrinth

of Gortyna, ftill fubfifts, and has

been treated of in the preceding

letter. It was partly the work of

the fon of Taurus ; but the iirll

fketch of it was given by nature.

He indeed rendered the parages

more fpacious, and excavated new
ones, in this cavern he deflroyed

thofe who were fent to him by the

king to be put to death. Thus have

we vifited the gloomy habitation of

a man, who, from the ferocioufnefs

of his charafter, merited to be tranf-

formed into a monfter.

There were feveral other fimilar

labyrinths, more or lefs cum plicated.

Near Nauplia, fays Strabo ", we fee

caverns, in which labyrinths have

been formed, and which are called

the Cyclops.

I have the honour to be. &c."

Memoir of the Language, Manners,
and Culloms of an Anglo-Saxon
Colo7iy fettled in the Baronies of

Forth and Bargie, in the County of
Wexford, Ireland, ;'« 1167, ii68,

and I i6g» if)i Charles Vallancey,

LL. D. Member of the Royal

Societies £/" London, Dublin, attd

Edinburgh ; of the Academy of

Cortona, and ^Belles Lettres ; of
the Antiquarian Society of Perth,

and of the Philofophical Society of

Philadelphia.—^roOT Tranfa^ions

of the Royal Irilh Academy.

** ' 1"^ H E baronies of Bargie and

X forth are fituated at the

fouthern extremity of the county of

Wexford, and, together, contain a-

bout fixty fquare Irifh miles. They
lie due eaft from Cardiganfhire, in

Wales ; the fhortnefs of the paiTage .

caufed a frequent intercourfe be- 1
tween the Irilli and the Britons from
the earlieft account of their hiflory.

In the year 1167 Dermod, king

of Leinfter, was a powerful prince;

the errors of his civil government,

the opprefTion of his fubjeds, and.

the tyranny he exercifed over his

nobility, caufed a total defeftion in

them and the people. His kinfmen,

friends, fervants, and followers, had
all been prevailed on to forlake

him.

In 1 168 the diflrefTed king re-

paired to England, to folicit the af-

nftance of king Henry ; telling him
he was become an exile by the

treachery of his vafTals, and befeech-

ing him to give him aid, whereby
he might be reftored to his inherit-

ance, which if it Ihould pleafe him
to grant, he would acknowledge
him- to be his lord, and ferve him
during his life.

King Henry, moved with com-
paflion, promilcd him aid, and de-

" ApcllcdoruJ, lib. iii. Strabo, lib. viii..

fired
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fired him to remain at Briflol until

he fliould hear further from him.

Dermod, after flaying there one
month, and hearing nothing from

the king, weary of delay, he applied

to Richard earl of Strigul, common-
ly called Strongbow, promifing that

if he would affilt him he would give

him his daughter to wife, and with

her the whole kingdom of Leinfter,

The earl excufed himfelf, unlefs

king Henry would give his con-

fent.

In the mean time Dermod applied

to the princes of Wales, and Richard

Fitz-Godobert accompanied him,

but with fo fmal! a body of men,
they were of no ufe, and they foon

jeturned home.
Dermod finding his fuhjccls ftill

held out againfl; him, caufed pro-

clamation to be made in Wales, of-

fering large recompenfe in lands,

money, and cattle to fuch as would
give him aid. Immediately men of

all forts, and from divers places,

prepared themfelves to embark for

Ireland, under the command of

Fitz-Stepher, who had lately been

enlarged from prifon by the me-
diation of Dermod with Rice, a

king in Wales. This little army
confifled of about three hundred
horfemen and fo(;t.

With this fmall body Dermod did

wonders, and being grown proud

with viftory, gave great difcontent

to the Englifh, many of whom re-

turned home. But in the year fol-

lowing (1169) earl Richard fent

Raymond Le Grofs to Dermod's
alfillance, with a fmall fuite, pro-

mifing to follow with a confiderable

army. Accordingly, in 1170, the

carl arrived at Watcrford with fix-

teen hundred foldicrs.

This confiderable reinforcement

enabled Dcimod not only to fupprefs

99

his rebellious fubjcfls, but alfo t^

make war on the neighbouring

princes. Peace being once reilored,

Dermod made good his promifes,

and the part of the country we are

now defcribing was parcelled out to

the Britifh foldiers, v.'ho have re-

mained in quiet pofleffion of their

atchievcmcnts unto this day.

This colony have preferved their

ancient manners, cuftonis, and lan^

guage ; and fully occupying every
inch of ground, the natives could

never obtain a re-efl:abli(}iment

therein. As population encreafcd,

fome of the Englifh have been
obliged to remove into the neigh-

bouring baronies witliin thefe fifty

years, and by an intercourfe with

the Irifli, the language of thefe

emigrants became corrupted, and
thefe, by their connexion with their

kindred remaining in the baronies

of Bargie and Forth, have in fome
meafure introduced this corrupted

dialed there. The town of Wexford
is the market to which this colony re-

forted to difpofeofthe produce of cheir

farms, and in this market all things

are bought and fold in the modern
Englifh dialed; this alfo is another

caufe of the decline of the language

of ihe colonifts, but not one word of

Irifh is underltood or Ipoken in thefe

two baronies ; Hill they preferve

many words and phrafes of their

original language, and fume origi-
.

nal longs, which having been com-
mitted to writing, will exill as long

as the people.

Were there no hiflorical docu-

ments to afcertain the arrival and
eftablilhment of this colony, the

language fpokcn by them would be

a fuflicicnt tellimony. "Language,"
fays Dr. Johnfon, " is the pedigree
" of nations; there is no tracing

" the connexions of ancient na •

H 2 " tions
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*' tions but by language *." And
the learned Dr. Prieitley informs us

* that the language cf a people is a

" great guide to an hiftorian, both
*' in tracing their origin, and in dif-

*• covering the ftate of many other
*' important circumftances belong-
" ing to them. Of all cuftoms and
" habits (adds the dodlor) that of
" fpeech being the moil frequently

" exercifed, h the moll: confirmed,
'' and leaft liable to change. Colo-
" nies, therefore, will always fpeak
" the language of their mother coun-
'•' try, unlefs fome event produce a
'• freer intercourfe with people who
' fpeak another language ; and
*' even x\\c proportion of that foreign

*' intercourfe may in fome mea-
*« fure be eftimated by the degree of

" corruption of the language f
."

To thefe authorities we will add a

few more of equal weight : " cog-
'• nitio Imguarum gentium orturt

" & prcfapiam docet, indicatque, ut

*' et foium et genus vitze mutave-
" rintmonllratj." This author goes

fc far as to fay, that language is to be

preferred even to the annals of re-

mote times, to prove the origin of a

people, paiticularly of an emigrating

people, fuch as the Scythian ancef-

tors of the Irilh are known to have

been : " Veftigia migrationum gcn-
" tium quibuflibet faftis certius

" prodit," or as he more Urongly

exprefles it in his own language,

« Sora nationers flyttcringar ar, ofta

«' lemnar sakrare underrattelfer, an
*' alia fagor och hiftorier." " Lin-
" guarum cognaaocognat^onis gen-

" tium praecipuum, certiolimumq'ae"

" argumentum eil §."

On thefe great authorities we reft,

to prove that the ancient hiftory of

the primiuve inhabitants of this

ifland is founded in truth ; for if they

had not had an intercourfe in for-

mer days with the Fhoenicians,

Egyptians, and Perfians, how is it

poffible fo many hundreds of words,

fo many idioms of fpeech, fo many
technical terms in the arts of thofe

ages, could have been introduced

into the old IriHi dialed ? terms not

to be met with in the dialeft of any-

other northern or weftern nation.

What people, the Egyptians and
Iriili excepted, named the harp or

mufic QT\\\\* ouini. Irifli Aine,.

i. e. Oirfideadh, i. e. mufic, a mufi-

cal inftrument ; oirphideadh or oirfi-

deadh expreffes the adtion of play-

ing. What people in the world, the

Ofientalills and the Irifh excepted,,

call the copy of a book theyo?; of a
book, and echo the daughter of a
njcice ? With what northern nation,^

the Irilh excepted, can the Oriental

names of the tools and implements

of the ftone-cutter, the carpenter,,

the fhip-builder, the weaver, be
found ? And with what people, the

old Iriili and Egyptians except-

ed, does the word Ogham fignify a
book,, and the name of Hercules or
Mercury

\\
? Of thefe we propofe to

treat more at large in a memoir on
the Ogham, and from Irifh docu-

ments ftiew the origin of alphabeti-

cal writing, which the Hiberno-

Scythians mull have learnt from the

Egyptians^

* BofweU's Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides.
-}- Leftures on Hiftory and General Policicy, Part. ii. Left. viii.

j The very learned Ihre in his Lexicon Lr.pponicicm, Pref. p. xxxiil.

§ Sheringham.

II
Copt, ougbjara. Liber. Kircher. and Woide.
Copt, ghjam, and with tiie artick-., uughjam, Hercules, Ermes^ Mercur}'. The
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Egyptians, before their defcent to

the Mediterranean, to Spain, and

thence to the Britannic iOands.

To return to our colonilts. When
we were firlt acquainted with this

colony, a few of both fexes wore the

ancient drefs ; that of tne man was

a fliort coat, waiftcoat, and trunk

breeches, with a round hat and nar-

row brim ; that of the woman was a

Ihort jacket, a petticoat bordered at

bottom with one, two or three rows

of ribband or tape of a dLP'erent

colour. We have feen one, whofe
jacket was of fuperiine woollen

cloth, of a dark brown colour, edged
with a narrow tlver lace. The
drefs of the head was a kircher.

The names of the old colonifts

are Hore, Cod, Stafford, Whitty,

RoiTiter, Sinnot, Ivlurphy, Stephen,

lOI

Quiney, &c. The gentlemen who
now inhabit the country are moftly

defcended from the officers and fol-

diers of Cromwell's and king Wil-
liam's army, viz. Hervey, Nuin
Edwards, Hughes, Pallifer, &c.

The people oi thcfe baronies live,

well, are induftrious, cleanly, and of
good morals ; the pooreft farmer
eats meat twice a week, and the

table of the weahhy farmer is daily

covered with beef, mutton, or fowl.

The beverage is home brewed ale

and beer, of an excellent flavour

arid colour. The houfes of the

pooreit are well built and v/eli

thatched ; all have out-olTices for

cattle, fowls, carts, or cars. The
people are u'ell clothed, are ftrong

and laborious. The women do all

manner of rullic work, ploughing

very name Ennes lies concealed in the Iri(h compound Ed-airmes, i. e. the root,

or rjt of invention. In Aiabic yejedaia^n. And we might add, in what pai t of
the globe, Egypt, Ireland, and Scodand excepted, were priefts or holy perions de-
Tiorainated Guides or Caldes. Copt. Kaldes. Sanftitas. KiRCHEP.. 226—Ccpt.
ouab fan6lus. Copt, elouab facerdos, whence the IriTn ec.fcob, a bilhop. To ihefe

'.ve may add fix hundred others, oi which in their proper place : but ihe mcft ftrik-

ing iniiance of the intercourfe of the Hiberno-Scyvhir.r.s wiih the ^^yptians and
Phoenicians, is the prefixes to (^nnames, O, Ua and Muc 5 the former denoting the

eldeft of the family, the lecond being a general name for the :bn. O, ftirps, fami-
11a 5 hence, O Siris. (JCircher. Ling. .^gypt. re'ii). Mac, uac filias. (Woide)—
ma. Arabice, major natus (Georgius Cedrenus). Thus the Irilh ule either O or
Ua ; as Ua Con Cobhar, Anglice O Coner, iScc. &:c. Ag-ain, Cubhar is the Ara-
bic Kubeer, major, major natus. So the name Connac is the Arabic ICurcmac of
the fame meaning, major, maximus. nobilis. Chineie hcu. familia. ncmen proprium
luiius familiae Augiillae. Lucian tells us that the Celts named Hercuks Ogmios,
in their vernacular tongue—verum enimvero nojnen ilind ("OyjUi©-) (fi quid me fa-

piat conjetlura) ortu, Phcvniceum eft. formatione Gisecum : atque folummodo ufu,

'Cciticum. (Dickinlbn Faficulus. i. de Hercule /Egypvio. p. 45.—nam Of, philo-

Ibphus Ibnat, iJem, p. 29. Or with wljat people, the .^5)gyptians and Irifh except-

ed, did Seachnab fignify the writing priell, he who v^n.^ ikiikd in the facred writing.

Antiquum nomen i^gyptiacum Grseca 4Ef5;-pfliUjua-ila;refponuens videtur fuLfle Copt.
Sach. quoniodo in uc-rlione librorum Scripturae Ccpticae Temper redditur jfa.'t/xavn;

Scriba. Scripture pcritus. Lingua .^g>ptioruni nabat drfigisatur \chy.xv, i. e. I'a-

piens, intelleftii pollens, inde Sach-nebat, the wriung prit.-(i. (Jublcniki Pantii,

^gypt. Prolegoiii. xciv.—:icvi.) Or with what people, the above excepted, does

Jhearr fignify a Ion, as in Sein-lior or Sin-fliior, the ciJeft born. Sear-e:.c, a colt^

i. e. fon cf a horle, which are evidently the Sheri (nlius) of tlie ^fypiiaiiS
(Kircher. Woide.) ; whence fliin-lhior or ihean-fliicr, the eldeft born, fignifics

aUb the prelbytery, by which it would feem that ihe eldeft born was dedicated :o U\e

-liurch.

H 3 cxcepccd
;
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excepted ; they receive equal wages
with the men.

In this deHghtful fpot the greateft

harmony fubfills between the land-

lord and the farmer ; and it is com-
mon to meet the tenant at the land-

lord's table. Such is their averfiou

to idleneis, that if a beggar is met
in thcfe baronies he is immediately

handed from houfe to houfe until he

js out of the barony.

The profefied religion here is the

Roman catholic; there are about

one hundred to one Proteflant.

Marriage is folemnized much in

the fame manner as with the Irilli.

The relations and friends bring a

prcfuhon of viands of all kinds, and
feafling and dancing continues all

the night ; the bride fits veiled at

the head of the table, unlefs called

out to dance, when the chair is filled

by one of the bride-maids. At
every marriage an apple is cut into

fmal! pieces, and thrown among the

croud ; a cullom they brought from
England, but the origin of it has

not defcended with it.

The produce of the foil in thefe

baronies is great *, the whole is un-

der tillage, and near the fea-fhore

they manure with the fea-weed

twice a year, and in the memory of
the oldett man the ground has never

been fallowed, but a plentiful crop

obtained every year. The parilh

of Carne contains five hundred
acres, all or mollly under tillage;

this pariOi pays lool. a year for

tithes to the reftor. The church-

land of Carne contains fixty acres,

of which forty are plowed, and pays
to the reflor 14I. 14s. and to the

landlord 90 1, a year.

Fuel is fcarce in this dillrifl ; the

chief firing is furze, planted on the

tops of all the dikes ; thefe are cut

and dried, and bring a good return.

Along the coall there has formerly

been a bog or turbary, which has

been encroached on by the fea, fo

much that now it is covered with

fand, and that at high-water, with

many feet of the watery element.

The great expenfe of cutting and
drying this turf renders this kind of

fuel too dear for the common peo-

ple. In this turbary, many feet

under the fea at high water, trees

are daily found, and fome dug up;
they confifl. chiefly of oak, fir, and
hazle.

Vocabulary of the Language cf the

Baro7iy of Forth and Bargie.

A.

JLOG HE, below.^ ammache, a dwarf.

arkagh, eager.

amize, amazed.
aim, defign.

amezill, themfelves.

arich, the morning.

B.

^°^'f'. \ the body. A. S. bodigt,

buye, a boy.

bajl?, the palm of the hand.

hellee, the belly.

bane, a bone. A. S. ban.

hlooed, blood.

brian, the brain.

blauthur, the bladder.

brazon, bold.

* The old Irifh names Bargie and Forth fignify a fertile fpot, viz. Bar, fruitful

go, the Tea. The fertile land on the fea coaft. Forlha, plenty. Arab, buhar, Perf.

bahar ; a rich and cxtenfivt province (in Hindoftan)—bar, fruitful j bardar, idem-~

bar, idem.

breed.
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ireeJ, bread.

baixicoon, bacon.

buthther, butter.

houcbure, a butcher.

baree, the goal at the game of ball or

harly.

bibbenti trembling, fearful.

blackeen, bawling.

blayeen, ibouting.

bouji, boaft.

bra, brave.

bathes, the goal at the game at ball.

barnaugh, a limpit, a wilk (or lliell.

filh) which adheres to the rocks fo

as to require a ftrong blow to dif-

engage it.

brough, to break.

boththonc, a button.

byoTxcr, a brother.

brek-jajt, breakfaft.

C.

CO, quoth, fayeth.

iojhes, confcience.

clugerchcen, a flock, a clutch, a croud.

ccivlee-man, the keeper of the goal at

the game of ball.

chotc, to know ; chote, ivell, to know
wellj to think, fufpeft.

corme, peevifh.

curcagh, fnappifh.

corkitc, tumbhng or thrufting one
another down, wfeftling.

comman, the bat or hurling club.

(oureate, carrots.

iooloon, pigeons. Angl. Sax.

a pigeon; culufre, idem.

calUf, a calf.

caivie, a horfe.

cozeens, kinsfolks.

cr-dvejl, a cruli,

cojhur, a feaft.

coixm, a comb.
ccmree, truft, confidence.

choule, the cheek ; recie choule, i. e.

the jole.

coolane, the hinder part of the head.

'ilfn

cortere, a quarter, as

arraugh cortere, fpring.

dimmer cortere, fummer.
hai-reji cortere, autumn.
lucnter cortere, winter.

. cole, cold.

crooken, croflnefs, pevilhnefs,

D.

dellen, to dig.

dearnt, to look, tO behold, to looi:

up.

^'0^, to ilrip, to put oiF.

draught, a drawing ftroke with a
weapon,

dro-ve, to throw or cad.

doneh, a dunce, blockhead.

deight, to put.

dap, a touch.

durk, dark.

dunder, thunder (Danifh).

die, the day.

danecn, the dawn.
Mondei.

Tu/cdei.

Wenm/dei,

Thor/dei.

Vridei.

Zafhardei.

Zindei.

Dei oajkean, AHi Wednefdav,
dreade, thread (Danifh).

dcnear, dinner.

doaugh, dough.

drijh, a thrulb (bird),

drojlid, a blackbird.

E.

ee, the (article).

errone, errand.

earchce, every.

tte, point, quarter,

ein, eyes.

egaji, fear; egafied, frightened.

iee, iec, the eye. A. S. cage,

tene, the end.

H 4 eatktit.
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eatceit, evening.

eart, eard, earth.

eora, eorth, earth. A. S. eonl.

emoikee, an emmet, antorpifmirC.

F.

M^ fog.

faufe, the face ; the features of the

face, liekeen. A. S. ^wlita, a/i-xvlita,

the face, the features. A. S. neb,

the face.

feelen, feeling.

fartoo, ailing.

f^ady for what ?

fan, when,

foujieen, confufed, trembling,

fade, what,

G.

gtidane, forrow.

ga7idet, wonder'd.

gazbi dull, breath, fume. There's

no gajb in bitn, i. e. he is dead.

getitrtz-e, gentry,

glade, fun-fet, Goe to glade, i, e. Zin

zetteiie, fun-fetting.

gabble, talk, pratling.

gay, fair, calm.

gubhach, cabbage,

gearte, a ihe-goatj fuckane, a he-

goat.

garrane, a gelding.

granokge, a hedge -hog.
geinuare, a joiner, a carpenter,

^ar/, a child; gurlelijh, childhood.

gurtear, a garter, bandage.

garr, anger.

grizee, ugly.

gent, a joint.

gue, dew.
ga/, a fprite, A. S. gajl.

gar/on, a youth.

H.

heoven, heaven.

helle, hell, A. S. helle.

bote, heat.

holgwye, Shrove-Tuefday. A. S<,

halga, holy; halganfcejien. Lent.

haade, the head,

hclboghe, the elbow. A. S. elboga.

hone, the hand ; riaught hone, the

righit hand.

-&//, the thigh. A. S. //:!fo/^.

>^f«/, health.

herieen, hearing.

hornta, horned ; hornta bajl, a horned
beaft.

hi'ver, a heifer.

harpleat, a Inipe.

hereen, a herring.

hciftem. weight, burthen.

har-nothes, pig-nuts.

hachee, crofs, ill-tempered.

hey, an inclofure ; chourch-hey, church^

yard.

hole, buried.

hap, chance,

hailuf, half; halluf-mona, half-moon

I.

joud, croud ; joud an tnoud, crouds

and throngs of people.

K.

keilc/s, /kittles, nine-pins.

kink, to kick.

keilf, to roll on the ground.

knaggee, crofs, ill-tempered, peevifbi

ke^ve, a fhove, a thruft.

kimlere, a fumbler, aukward.
keine, cows.

knaghane, an ant or pifmire hill, a
little hill.

L.

leigheen, laughing.

llean, mifchief.

llujkes, flocks.

leigh, idle ; leigh out ee del, idle out

the day.

loutheed.
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mond, crowd, throng,

7not, a/kin V.

motJ but.

nope, aftonifhed, a fool.

mothce, a little hilL

milagh, trefoil, clover.

melt, meal, flour.

mire, furprize, in amazement.

1C5

ioufhted, (heltered.

Icurnagh, melaiiCholy.

letch, Imall-beer; ty o' letch, a drink

of fmall-beer.

lug, hollow.

lerock, a lark.

lo-i.ve?n, a lamb.

leicon, a lion.

la-ivueen, leaven.

Ir.iu, Jace.

lethel, little ; lethel vinger, the little

finger.

ligt, light.

lappeen, a plover.

lous, open.

lickeen, the features. A. S. -ixlita,

anujUta, the face.

Icne, land; Englone, England; Ere-

ione, Ireland.

hg, a hollow.

M.

mcthel, middle.

man, a man; jc/«tv man, an old man;
man, a hulband.

w.avjen, a woman ; yoella maiven, an

old womr.n, a wife.

mide, a maid.

monjceth, the mou'.h.

marrough, marrow,
wt/, food.

mothoon, mutton.

moothar, mother.

majirace, miftrefs.

mtlleare, a miliar.

magetty-pie, a magpie.

mijtern, dazzled.

muzlere, worthlefs.

N.

nouth, knoweth.
,:ate, anate, prepared,

«/z^, the nofe ; niztrds, noflrils,

neapefs, parfnips.

nipcre, neighbour,

neal, a needle.

neeght, night,

noughel, a knuckle.
naatur, nature.

O.

ovce, one another,

P.

poul, the crown of the head.

pethy, pity.

pooke, pocket.

puckane, a he-g6at,

peiher, pewter.

//>, put.

poujlee, pou'er.

pcmell, a fool.

piz, peafe ; piz pcrachls, peafe por-
ridge.

* paug-mele, feaft of harveft-home.

* This extraordinary word paug, if I miftake not, is borrov^ed from the Iriih

phogb or fogh, which liierally means panis fubcinneratus, and is boiTOwed trom the

Egyptian //c/;^, of the fame meaning; it is ti-.e Chaldean Ogh. (for/; is t'ue E£.yp-

tian article) whence in Hebrew ncj? 111? Oghofe. i. e. faibor a\it facrificator panis

fubcincrilii (fee Jacob Belducus, and Dickinfon Fafcicu'.us, p. 169); it was

the feaft of fijll fruits, whence the Iriih word Foi^h-mir, harveft, Lteially, the

autumn
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fau-y, the harvell ; vteie or mael, a

fealt.

R.

efe.rijhp, a ftroke ; A. S.

rapple, to rattle.

riijkjbeen, afternoon's luncheon.

rub, a rib.

riaught, right ; riaught hcne, right

hand ; riaught carme, right arm.

S.

fanhs, the faints.

Jkee, the fky.

Jieorr, a ilar ; A. S. Jleorra.

fiiec'vj, fnow.

Jiarm, a ftorm.

yi-zz//, the fmell.

Jbaitufacc, bafliful,

jtuckccns, ftockings.

jhoone, ihoes.

Jhijheefi, fnuiF.

feppear, fupper.

Jhr, to rife in the air.

JJnillcr, fhoulder.

fnite, to appear, to fhew one's felf.

Jione, to fland.

Jhimmerecm, glittering.

/coth, a Ihirt,

J'cudden, rubbing the back.

Jlouk, a fool.

fmort, fmothered.

Jiell, the handle of a thing.

T.

teap, tofilng and tumbling one ano-

ther about.

troll, to roll.

'^t'-wijh-, between, betwixt.

teight, taught.

tar'vizeen, tormenting.

titch, a kid.

tjy a drink, fee letch,

ia-zveji, talte.

thouutn, the thumb, A. S. thuma,

V.

ijier, the fire, A. S._;fr. 5j/^?j Vier,

'Vfiaper, vapour.

n)rajl, froft.

'vorreate, the forehead.

"L-cc/^, the foot.

•vlefe?, flefli ; hyiltta vlefiy boiled meat,

•yfl/, fat.

'incCy voice.

'volleat, a handkerchief.

•vitrjl, Erft.

'Z'/f/-, a weazel.

'vream, from ; 'vrecm, idem.

'uappereen, bragging, boafting.

waller, more.

njexzeai, driving or llriking a ball

hard.

wengtm, fpite, malice.

well, fell; tall, to fall.

'vlee, to fly.

'valler, more, longer (in time)

autumn cake of new wheat, for Tn'tr is the Perfjan mihr, or the Arabic miihrjan, au-

tumn. I think we cannot be miitaken in this derivation, becaule the Irifli do Hill

preferve the cuftcm of making the blefled cake at this ftafon, called Baian bei-eac,

or vulgo' Barreen breac, which is literally the ni")J "IJ -Bar baruk, or frumentum

behediftum of the Jews and Chaldeans. We might alio derive paug or phogh

from the Hebrew J)3 bag or vag, which fignifies food, what one eats ; v/hence €j'k

in Greek is bread, and hence tlie Spaniih Figon, a feller of food ; heiice alio the

Gothic bacccn and the German bek, a meal-man, pillor, hence paug-meal, fignifies

the nutumnal cake of new wheat, which the old Irifh dedicated to Cann, or the

Qu^een of Heaven, and the Egyptians to Ifis. Another name for this cake in Irifli

IS Sudoig, borrowed of the Egyptians, who facrinced to their gods the Sod-oik, a

compound of o'lk placenta and oifoti farina, ov oijed, facrificare, I know not which,

from whenceyW, viftima, fucrificium.

W. 'wafur.
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w.

loafur, uneafy.

nvoitrlok, to tremble.

nuedee/iy a wedding.
nx'ather, water.

ivoul. to wilh.

•wiihten, the looks, the countenance

or features.

nvhating, fneezing.

nveepeen, weeping.
ivrajte, the wrift.

ivik, a week.
iveend, tlie wind ; Eajl nxjeend, Wejian

nveend, Zotith nveend, Nordh nueend.

avazcoote, a waillcoat.

jerflei, yefterday ; ear yejiei, the day

before yefterday.

yolanut old m ; yoellut old f.

yovje, an ewe.

yalpen, fpewing.

y'oure, give over, ceafe.

ye, give ; yate, give.

yith, if.

z.

Kitch, fuch.

«/w, the fun ; zin zetlene, or, go to

glade, fun-fetting.

zichel, fuch.

zey-fa-jo, ze, to fee.

zar, to ferve.

z?7/, felf; theezill, thyfelf.

zed, ftewed ; zed-mett, Hewed meat.

zalt, fait.

zeide, the fide.

zovgh, a figh.

I ihall here fubjoin

AN OLD SONG,
tfi the dialeft of tliefe baronies, which has been handed down by tradition

from the arrival of the colony in Ireland. Subjedt, the game at ball

called Camann or Hurley. Scene, the commons in the Barony of Forth.

Time, a church holy -day. Walter relates how his fon Thomas loft the

game, by aiming a ftrong blow at the ball, and miffing it, broke his bat

againft a pifmire hill.

A VOL A
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A YOLA ZONG. Tunc^Ccinn and Phebc,

Fade teil thee zo lournagh, co Jone, zo knaggee.

Th' weitheft all curcagh, wafur, an cornee.

Lidge w'ous ana milagh, tis gay an louthee.

Hack nigher, y'axt fcudden, fartoo zo hachee.

Well, gofp, c'huU be zeiJ, mot thee fartoo, an fa'de

Ha deight ouz var gabble, tell ee Zin go t'glade

Ch'am a ftouk, an a donel; wou'il leigh out ee dey

Th' valler w'fpeen here, th' lafs i Cliourch-hey

Yerftey w'had a baree, gift ing our hone
Are gentrize ware bibbern, amezill, cou no ftone-

Yith Muzlere had ba hole, t'was me Tommeena
At by mizluck was i pit t'drive in.

joud an moud, vrem earchee ete, was i Lough
Zitch vaperren, an fhimmereen, fan ee dafF i tha'r fcoth

Zitch blakeen, an blayeen, fan ee ball was ee drowe
Chote well 'ar aim was t'yie ouz n'eer a blowe.

Mot w'all 'ar bouft, hi foon was ee teight

At 'ar errone was var ameing 'ar 'ngifh i height

Zitch vezzen, tarvizzen 'till than w'ne'er zey

Nore zichel, n'eer well nowe nore n'eer mey.

Many a bra draught, by Tommeen was ee mate,

Th' cowlee-man faufteen ; zey well 'twas a nateT

Yith w'had any lluck our name wou'd b' zung
Vreem ee Choure here aloghe up to Cargio:.

Th' heiftem o' pley, veil all ing to lug,

An there w' had Treblere an fturdy Cournug.

Th' commanes t'rapple, th' ball Ikir an vlee.

Our eein woud b' miftern t' dearnt up ee Ikee.

Than came ee ihullereen i teap an corkite.

Hi kinket an keilt i vewe ame t'wode fnite ;

Zim dellen harnothes, w'are nize i reed cley

More troUen, an yalpen an moulten away.

A N
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AN OLD SONG.

What ails you fo melancholy, quoth John, fo crofs.

You feem all fnappilh, uneafy and fretful

:

Lie with us on the clover, 'tis fair and flielter'd ;

Come nearer, you're rubbing your back, why fo ill tempered.

Well, goffip, it fhall be told, you afk what ails me, and for what

;

You have put us in talk, 'till the fun goes to fet.

I'm a fool and a dunce ; we'll idle out the day j

The more we fpend here, the lefs in the church-yard.

Yeflerday we had a goal jull in our hand.

Their gentry were quaking, themfelves could not ftand.

If good for little had been buried, it had been my Tommy,
Who by mifluck, was placed to drive in.

Throngs and crouds from each quarter of the Lough

;

\_of Bailymacujhin mar the commons ,>]

Such vapouring and glittering, when fcript in their ihirts.

Such bawling and Ihouting, when the ball was thrown

;

I faw their intent was to give us neer a ftroke.

But with all their bravado they v/ere foon taught

That their errand was aiming to bring anguifli upon 'em
Such driving and llruggling 'till then we ne'er faw.

Nor fuch never will, no, nor never may.

Many a brave ftroke by Tommy was made.
The goal-keeper trembling, faid v^ell 'twas Intended them»
If we had any luck our name would have been fung
From the Choure here below up to Cargun.

[^7'-u;o dijlant points of the Baronj.'l

The weight of the play fell into the hollow.

And there we had Treblere and fturdy Cournug.
[Tnuofamous players."^

The ball-clubs they rattled, the ball rofe and flew

;

Our eyes would be dazzled to look up to the flcy.

Then came the (houldering, toffing and tumbling;
They kicked and rolled the few that appeared.
Some digging earth-nuts with their r.ol'cs in red clay.

More rolling and fpewing and pining away.
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Na nowe or neveir \v' cry't t' Tommeen,
Fan Cournug yate a riihp, an Treblere pit w'eemc.
A clugercheen gother, all ing pile an in heep
Wourlok'd anan 'oree, lick Ilufkes o' fheep.

T' brek up ee bathes, h' had na pouftee,

Tommeen was lous, an zo was ee baree ;

Oure hart cam' t' our mouth, an zo w' all i green
Th' hap an ee ferde an ee crie was Tommeen.

Up came ee ball, an a dap or a kewe
Wou'd zar, mot all arkagh var ee barnaugh-bloweW vengem too hard, he zunk ee commane
An brough et i itell ing a emothee knaghane.

Th' ball want a cowlee, th' gazb mate all rize

Licke a mope an a mele ; he gazt ing a mire,

1 han Italket, an gandelt, w'ie o ! an gridane

Our joys all ee fmort, ing a emothee knaghane.

Ha-ho ! be me cofhes, th'aH: ee pait it, co Jone
You're w' thee crookeen, an ye me thee hone.

He it nouth fade t'zey, Uean vetch ee man,
Twifli thee an Tommeen, an ee em.othee knaghans.

Come w' ous gofp Learry, theezil and Melchere

;

Outh o'me hone ch'uli no part wi' Wathere.

Jowane got leigheen, fhe pleaft ame all, fowe

—

Sh' ya ame zim to doone, as w' be doone nowe

:

Zo blefs all oure fiends, an God zpeed ee plowe.

An Hijforical E/fay on theln^ Siege. Scon as communities were formed,

£y jofeph C. Walker, E/qziire, it appeared as well in the bleak re-

Memher ofthe Rcyalln'^ Academy ^ gions of the North, as in thofe coun-

Fellotv of the Literary and Anti- tries which feel the genial influence

quartan Society c/'Perth, and bono- of the fun. Even hiftory, when flic

rary Member of the Etrufcan Aca- firft ventured to raife her voice, in-

demy o/'Cortona.

—

Froi?i the fame vcked the aid of the dramatic mufe.

Work. It is therefore very extraordinary

that we cannot difcover any velligcs
•«« TN tracing the progrefs of foci- of the drama amongil the remains
- ety, we difcover the Drama of the Irilh bards, or nmo-gfi the

amongftthefirllamufementsof man. amufements of the vulgar iiifh of
tJiis
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Nay, now or never we cry'd to Tommy,
When Cournug gave a ftroke, and Treblere put with liin ; [^elj>e(f]

A croud gathered up^ all in pile and in heap

Tumbled on one another like flocks of Iheep.

To break up the goal they had not power.
Tommy was open, and fo was the goal.

Our hearts came to cur mouth, and fo did all In the green.
The chance and the fear and the cry was Tommeen.

Up came the ball, and a tap or a fhove

Would ferve; but all eager for the barnagh flroke

With venom too hard, he funk his bat-club or bat.

And broke the handle, in an emmot [p'/^^i't] hill.

The ball o'erlhot the goal, the duft rofe all about.

Like a fool in a mill, he looked in amazement;
Then flalked and wondered, with Oh ! and with grief

Our joys are all fmothered in a pifmire hill.

Hey-ho ! by my confcience, you have paid it, quoth John,

Give o'er your crofsnefs, and give me your hand.

He that knows what to fay. mifchief fetch the man.

Betwixt you and Tommy and the pifmire hill.

Come with us, goffip Larry, yourfelf and Miles

;

Out of my hand I'll not part with Walter.

Joan fet them a laughing, ftie pleafed them all, how

—

She gave them fome to do, as we are doing now: [^DriajUn^.l

So blefs all our friends, and God fpeed the plough.

this d.iy *, though a people fo reli- poems were recited at the convivial
gioully obfervant cf the cuftoms of feafts of the chiefs, and in the pub-
their anceltors. lie conventions by feveral bards.

It is true that fome Irifn poems are each bard affuming and fuppcrtino-
condudhed in a kind of dramatic nar- a character in the piece: but no
rative, and it is probable that thefe produdlion in a regular dramatic

form

* It muft, however, be obftri veJ that the vulgar Inih of the prefcnt day exhibit, in
matiy paits of the kinp.dom, fevei?.! awkward "attempts at comeJy at their weddings
sad wakes

; but thei'e attempts cannot be confiJered as velliges cf ^n ancient re^ubr
drama. Thcls pieces aicca.led, -Jlie Cottoning of Prize ; The Manh-.gt ASi ; Tke'Srr-
njanttferv.ng tuir Loru ci T.itU ; The fulling or tkkkenhg ofCloth, and Sir Sop or Sir

So^ir,
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form is extant in the Irida language *, clent defcription of Tamer Haff,

nor even alluded to by any of our 'X)fU)t]) T^jg^^C-ifOl; , oi roy-

ancient writers. So that if the ftage ^\ mimics or comedians, are exprefsly

ever exilkd in Ireland previous to mentioned f. AH this, however, only

the middle ages, like the « bafelefs fgrves to open a field to conjeiflure,

«' fabric of a viuon " it has melted affording no pofuive proof of the

into air, leaving not a trace behind. exiltence of a ftage amongll the

Yet in the dances of the vulgar
^.^i-ly IriOi.

Iriih we may difcover the features \Ve will then proceed to that pe-

of a rude ballet, performed in ho- j-Jod in which Irifh hiftory firll in-

ner of fome pagan deity, and ac- troduces the dramatic mufe, ming-
companied, it may be prefumed, ling the waters of Jordan and Heli-

by hymnick verfesj and in an an- ^on t.

That

Sopift, the Knight ofStravj. The defign of the laft is evidently to holdup to ridicule

the Enelifh charaiSier, and cannot therefore be a produclion of high antiquity. I will

here give a (hort analyfisof this piece. Theprincipal charaftcrs, are an Irifli chieftain,

who always takes his title from the Irifli family of moll confeqxience in the neigh-

bourhood of the place where tlie play is exhibited ; and an Etiglifli chieftain, deno-

minated Sir Sop or Sir Sopin. Sir Sop is drefTed in ftraw, with a clogad or helmet

of the fame materials on his head} but the Irifli chieftain, who is the favourite hero,

is clad in thebeft clothes that the wardrobes of his ruftic audience can afford. When
thofe charafters appear on the Itage, they are feparately attended by inferior officers

and fervants, who, like the ancient Greek chorus, Hand at a relpe6iful diftance,

while the chieftains converfe. Sometimes the chief cIHcers are allowed to take a

part in the dialogue. With the drift of tl»e plot I am not perfectly acquainted, but

know that the cataftrophe is brought about by an altercation which arifes between

our two heroes, and terminates in fingle combat. In this combat Sir Sopin wounds

his adverfary, who falls, and a furgeon appears to examine the wound. Regaining

his ftrength the Irifli chieftain retires, followed by Sir Sopin. Soon after they enter

ao-ain, and rene'.ving the combat, Sir Sopin receives a mortal wound, and is borne

off the ftage. The IrlAi chieftain having thus gained the field, brandhhes his fword

and ftrides exultinglv acrofs the ftage. Then paufmg a while, he addreffes himlelf

to heaven, offering thanks for his viftory. This done, the curtain falls.—The dia-

logue is extremely humorous, and interlpeiTed with foliloquies, fongs, and dances.

* Mr. Macplierfon has indeed given, as a tranflation from our Ofm, a litde dra-

matic poem called Comala, of which the Abbate Cessarotti, liis elegant Italian

tranllator, th^is fpeaks :
" La fvia picciolezza non pregiudica alia regolarita. Si

** rawifano in tiTa tutti i lineamenti a le proporziani dclla tragedia. C e il fuo

*' picciolo viluppo, i fuoi coipi di teatro, e la fua cataltrofe inafpettata : gran varieta

*< d' afTetti, ftile femplice e paffionato : in fomma queftapoefia ha quelle virtu che ii

" ammirano taiito nei Greci." Focfie di OJ/lofi, torn. I. page 18 1. But as the

ori'^hulof this poem has never been produced to the public, we cannot fafcly num-

ber it widi the produ.Sfions of our immortal bard.

f CclleSl de Reh. Hib. vol. iii. page 551.

X Perhaps I fhould have commenced the hiftory of the Irifh ftage with the rife of

the mummers in Ireland. " The mummers (fiys Dodsley) as bad as they were,

" feem to be the true original comedians of England." Collet, of Old Plays, vol. i.

pref. But the Itags rather fprang from, than commenced with the irtummers. Here

I will lake leave to obferve, thar, at this day, the dialogue of the Irifti mummers in

general (for I have coilecled it in different pai'ts of the kingdom) bears a Itnil rc-

fcmbiance.
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That the Irifh clergy, as well as

their brethren in England, occafi-

onally exhibited mylleries and mo-
ralities previous to the reign of
Henry VIII •, may be fafely in-

ferred from the following record

prefcrved amongft the MSS. of Ro-
bert Ware.
" Thomas Fitz- Gerald, earl of

*' Kildare, and lord lieutenant of
*' Ireland in the year 1528, was in-

" vited to a new play every day in

" Chriftmas, Arland Ufher being
" then mayor, and Francis Herbert
" and Join Squire, bailiffs, wherein
" the taylors afted the part of
" Adam and Eve; the Ihoemakers
" reprefented the ftory of Crifpin
" and Crifpianus ; the vintners acl-

" ed Bacchus and his llory ; the

" carpenters that of Jofeph and
" Mary ; Vulcan, and what related

*' to him, was aCted by the fmiths

;

«' and the comedy of Ceres, the
*' goddefs of corn, by the bakers.

" Their ftage was erected on Hog-
" gin-green (nosv called Cgllege-
*' green) and on it the priors of 3t.

" John of Jerufalem, of the blefled

« Trinity, and of All-hahows, cauf-

*' ed two plays to be aited, the

" one reprefenting the paffion of
" our cjaviour, and the other the

" feveral deaths which the apof-

" ties fufFered." From this record

(which ii the fi;{l exprels mention

that has occurred to me of the re-

prefentation of mylleries and mora-
lities in Ireland) it fhould fecm, that

it was cuftomary with the chief ma-
giftrates of Dublin to invite the lord

lieutenant to a new play every day
in Chriitmasf ; and therefore, as I

have already obferved, it may be

inferred, that dramatic entertain-

ments were exhibited in Ireland be-

fore this period. But it was not

only to amufe the chief governor

that myfteries and moralities were
performed in Dablin: they were got

up (to fpeak in the language of the

modern theatre) on every joyful ocr

cafion. In a MS. in the library of

Trinity College, Dublin, it is relat-

ed, " that in an expedition made
" againft James Mac-Connell, by
" the lord deputy Suffex in

1 55 7,

" he was attended by John Ulher,
" captain, and Patrick Bulkeley,
" petty- captain, with fixty of the
" city trained - bands ; and upon
" their return the Si.x Wos.-

femblance, in point of matter, with a fpecimen of the dialogue of the Englifh mum-
mers in the reign of E Iward III. which Mr. RiTSON has happily refcued trora

oblivion. See Rst>:. on the text, and laji edit, of Shakejjiear. It is alfc deferving

of obfervation, tiiat our mummers are a.ways accompaaied by a butFoon, whofc

dieis and antic manners anfwer th^ deicription of the Vice of the old Englifh come-

dies, the precuribr of the modern Punch. This charaCler Ukewile appears in th«

pageant with which the Irilh rallies celebrate the firft of May.
* AlthoUj^hllie cbnical narnes of Comedy and Tragedy did not obtain in England

till the reign of Heniy VIII. (fee Percy's Reliq. ofAnc. Eng. Poet. vol. i. p. 1 57.)

yet Sir James Ware, ipeaking of the rejoicings that followed the proclaiming Henry
kin'^ of Ireland, eminierat.'S comedies with the amuiemenls on that occafion.-—

" E ula , ComaeJias, et certamina iudicra, quae fequcbanrur, quid attinet dicere ?"

But Sir James, hide ikilied in polite liicraturc, has probably dignified the i-ud; Mo-
ralities of our anceilors with the appellation of Comedies.

f I have been informed, that it was aho formerly cuftomary with the feveral cor-

porations of Dublin to invite tlie chief governor to a play at St. George's Chapel, on

the anniverlanes of their patron faints.

Vol. XXXr. " THIBS



114 ANNUAL REGISTER, 1789.

** THiES was played by the city,

" and the mayor gave the public a
" goodly entertainment upon the

" occafion, found four trumpeters
" horles for the folemnity, and gave
" them twenty Ihillings in money."

Although it may be prefumed,

that thefe exhibitions, as well as

thofe in England at the fame period,

were condudled by the church, yet

we find, not only from the paflages

above quoted, but from tlie follow-

ing entries in the Chain -Book of

Dublin, that the corporations ufually

fupplied performers : it alfo appears

from thofe entries, that the drefies,

fcenery, and machinery, were like-

wife fupplied by the city.

" It was ordered, in maintenance
" of the pageant of St. George, that
** the mayor of the foregoing year
« fhould find the emperor and em-
*' prefs with their train and follow-

" ers, well apparelled and accou-
" tered ; that is to fay, the emperor
" attended with two doftors, and
*< the emprefs with two knights,

" and two maidens richly apparel-
" led to bear up the train of her
" gown."
" Item, 2dly. The mayor for the

*' time being was to find St. George
" a horfe, and the wardens to pay
" 3s. 4d. for his wages that day:
" tiie bailiffs for the time being
" were to find four horfes, with men
" mounted on them well apparelled,
«' to bear the pole-axe, the flandard,
•* and the feveral fwords of the em-
" peror and St. George."

" Item, 3dly. The elder mafter
*' of the guild was to find a maiden
*' well attired to lead the dragon,
** and the clerk of the market was
*< to find a golden line for the dra -

« gon."
•' Item, 4thly. The elder warden

was to find for St. George four

trumpets ; but St. George himfelf

was to pay their wages."
" Item, 5thly. The younger ward-

en was obliged to find the king of

Dele and the queen of Dele, as

alfo two knights to lead the queen

of Dele, and two maidens to bear

the train of her gown, all being

entirely clad in black apparel.

Moreover, he was to caufe St.

George's chapel to be well hung
in black, and completely appa-

relled to every purpofe, and was

to provide it with culhions, rufhes,

and other neceffaries for the fefli-

vity of that day."

My record proceeds :—" No lefs

was the preparation of pageants

for the proceifion of Corpus
Chrifti day ; on which,
" The glovers were to reprefent

Adam and Eve, with an angel

bearing a fword before them."
" The corrifees (perhaps curri-

ers) were to reprefent Cain and

Abel, with an altar, and their of-

fering."
" Mariners and vinters, Noah,
and the perfons in his ark, appa-

relled in the habits of carpenters

and falmon-takers.''

" The weavers perfonated Abra-
ham and Ifaac, with their offering

and altar."

*' Thefmiths reprefented Pharaoh,

with his hoft."

" The fkinners, the camel with

the children of Ifrael."

" The goldfmiths were to find the

kingof Cullen."
" The hoopers were to find the

fbepherds with an angel iinging,

Gloria in exceljis Deo."
" Corpus Chrifti guild was to find

Chrift in his paffion, with the

Marys and Angels."
« The
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*' The taylors were to find Pilate

" with his fellovvfliip, and his wife

" cloathed accordingly."
" The barbers, Anna and Caia-

" phas."
" The fifhers, the apoftles."

" The merchant!^, the prophet?."'

" And the butchers, the tQrn.n-
« tors *."

All thelo pageants moved In fo-

lemn proceilion to St. George's cha-

pel, the fcene of their dramatic ex-

hibitions f.

Grave as the fubjeds, in general,

of thofe exhibitions appear to have

been, it is prob.ible that the b!an-

difhments of the comic mufe fome-

times lured their authors into the

walks of wit c.nd humour. Here
indeed they might have ranged

without oftencs : but not content to

excite innocent mirth, they intro-

duced profanenefs and immoraiity

on the ftage. The piety of John
Bale I (then bilhop of Oflbry) tak-

ing the alarm, he arofe, like anotiier

Collier, to preferve the mirror of
nature from being iullied. To ef-

feil this, inflead of employing his

favourite Inflrument of inveftive, he
wrote fome dramatic pieces, incul-

cating morality, and breathing the

fpirit of the gofpel. Two of thofe

pieces—namely God's Promises,
and John Baptist-—were aded
by young men at the market-crofs

in Kilkenny, oa a Sunday, in the

year 1552 §.

In order to convey an idea of the

tendency of thofe pieces, and of the

rude lUte of the drama at this time,

I fhall here tranfcribe the argument

of God's Promises ||, as luppoled

to be delivered by the author in per-

fon.

* The memory of thofe pageants continued to be preferved in the franchlfes that

were rode triennally in Dublin till the year 1773, when they were aboliihed by the

lord mayor's proclamation.

t This chapel ftood in St.* George's-lane (now St. George's-ftreet, Soudi)

whence it derived its name. Not a trace of the bniLlng remains. Stannihurst
fuppofes it hud been founded by fjme worthy knight of the garter, and thus laments

its fate : " This chappell hath beene of late razed, and the i^ones thereof, by con-
" lent of the aifemblie, turned to a common oven, converting the ancient monument
" of a doutie, advenairous and holie knight, to li.e colerake fweeping ot a pufloafe

" baker." Defc. oflrel. in Holin'shed'j Chron. page ^%.

X Bale was a vcrlatile genius. Belides God's Promifes, and JohnBaptiJi, he wrote

feveral other dramatic pieces, fome of which ftill remain inecjiljd. He aUb engaged

in controverfy, but with fo much acrimony, that he has been called bilious Bale. But
literary hiftory was his favourite pudbit. When Bale's dru.niadc and conlroverlial

wiiiings (hall be forgotten, polierity will continue to admire d,e aut!:or of Scriptomm

illujli-ium majoris Britannia; quain AngUcm et Scotam 'vocat Catalogus. See DoDS-
LEY\f Colleii. of Old Plays, 2d edit, vol. i. and Wharton'.; JJiJf. of Eng, Poet.

vol. iii.

§ See ColleSi. de Rebus Hib. vol. ii. p. 388.

IJ
In this piece, which was written chieHy to vindicate the dodrine of grace,

againft fuch as held the dodrine of fre^-wiU and the merit of works, Adam, Abra-
ham, Noah, Mofes, Ifiiah, David, and John die Baptllt, are all inu-oduced on die

ftage with the Almighty !

I 2 B A L E U S
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B A L E U S prolocutor.

" If profyght maye growe, moil Chriften audyencc,
*' By knowlege of thynges which are but tranfytorye,
•• And here for a tyme : Of moch more congruence,
" Advantage myght fprynge, by the ferche of caufes heavenlye,
*' As thofe matters are, that the gofpell fpecyfye.
" Without whofe knowledge no man to the truthe can come,
*' Nor ever atteyne to the lyfe perpetuall."

" For he tliat knovveth not the lyvynge God eternall,

" The Father, the Sonne, and alfo the Holye Ghoft,
" And what Chrilt fuffered for redempcyon of us all,

*' WJiat he commaunded, and taught in every cooft,

" And what he forbode. That man mull nedes be loft,

" And cleane fecluded, from the faythfuU chofen forte,

" In the heavens above, to hys molt hygh dyfconforte."

" You therfor (good fryndes) I lovyngely exhort,

" To waye foche matters, as wyll be uttered here,

" Of whom ye m.aye loke to have no tryfeling fporte

*« In fantafyes fayned, not foche lyke gaudyfh gere,
«* But the thyngs that Ihall your invvarde ttomake chear,
*' To rejoyce in God for your jullyfycacyon,
** And alone in Chrift to hope for your falvacyon.

" Yea, firft ye Ihall have the eternal generacyon
*« Of Chrift, like as Johan in hys firil chaptre wryght,
" And confequently of man the firft creacyon,
" The abufe and fall, through hys firft overfyght,
«' And the rayfe agayne, through God's hygh grace and myght

;

« By promyfes firlt, whych fliall be declared all,

*' Then by hys owne Sonne, the worker pryncypall."

*' After that Adam byvvayleth here hys fall,

" God wyll Ihewe mercye to every generacyon,
" And to hys kyngedom, of hys great goodneiTe call

" Hys elefted fpoufe, or faythfull congregacyon,
" As here Ihall apere by open proteftacyon,
« Which from Chrijle's birthe fnall to hys death conclude,
« They come that therof wyll Ihewe the certytude."

Regardlefs, however, of the bi- zaheth, that the comic mufe ftill

ftiop's ftrenuous oppofition to the prel'umed to fport with the holy

fufferanceofprofancnefsonthettage, word, diredlng her wit againft the

it fhould feem from an adl pafled in liturgy of the newly - eftablifhed

the fecond year of the reign pf Eli- church. By this aft (which is inti-

tuled.
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taled, AN Act for the ukifor-
MiTiE OF Com mon Prayer and
Service in the Chu rch, and
the administration of the
Sacraments) " itisordeyned and
•* enafted, that if any pcrfon or
" perfons * whatfoever, after the

" fcail of St. John Baptift, fhall in

" any eii/ei-/ia/es,pIajes,{ongs, rimes,
*' or by other open words, declare

" or fpeake any thing in derogation,
*' depraving or defpiilng of the

" fame booke, or of any thing there-

" in conteyned, or any part thereof,

*' fhall forfeit to the queene our fo-

•' veraigne lady, her hcyres and
" fucceflbrs, for the firft offence an
" hundred markes ; and if any per-
" fon or perfons being once convidl

" of any fuch offence, eftfoones

" offend againft any of the faid re-

*' cited offences, and fhall in forme
" aforcfaid be thereof lawfully con-
*' viifl, that then the fame perfon fo

** offending and convid, fhall for the

" fecond offence forfeit to the queene
" our foveraigne lady, her heyres
" and fucceffors, foure hundred
" marks ; and if any perfon after

" he in forme aforefald, fliall have
" been twife convi<5l of any oifence,

" concerning any of the lall recited

*' offences, fhall offend the third

" time, and be thereof in forme
" aforefaid lawfully conviil, that

" then every perfon fo offending
" and convid, fliall for his third

" offence forfeit to our foveraigne

" lady the queene, all his goods
" and cattels, and fhall fuffer im-
" prifonment during his life."

From the reig-i of Elizabeth to

that of Charles 1. a dark cloud ob-
fcures the hiftory of the Irifh Uage.
Yet dramatic exhibitions had not

ceafed ; for in the tenth and eleventh

years of the reign of Charles 1. an
ad was paffed for the erecting
OF HOUSES OF CORRECTION,
AND FOR THE PUNISHMENT OF
ROGUES, vagabonds, STURDV
BEGGARS, AND OTHER LEWD
AND IDLE PERSONS, in which all

juftices of the peace of the different

counties wherein they might be
found, are direded to fend to the

houfes of corredion all fencers,

bear-wardes, common players of en-

terludes, and minilrcls wandering
abroad. So that we may hence con-
clude, the flage had not only con-
tinued its amufements, but, unawed
by the puritanical fpirit of the times,

had become licentious. However,
though coercive meafures were thus

taken by parliament to filence the

flage, it w;is countenanced by the

court. About this time, a mailer of
the revels f was placed on the efta-

blifliment, and under his diredion a
theatre was ereded (1635) in Wer-
burgh-ilreet, Dublin, whither were
invited all the itinerant players of
diifinguifhed merit, who had former-
ly been neceflitated to ftrole from
booth to booth in the principal towns

* The perfons alluded to in this ad were probably thofe certain perfons noticed

by Spenser, njohofe properJund'ion it ivas, to iing at all fealts and meetings, in his

time, the produdions of the, Irilh bards. Sec risw cftke State ef Ireland, and Hijl.

Mem. oftheIri/bB^rJs,y. 14.3.

f John O^ilhy, well Known by his tranflationi of Homer and Virgil, was the
firil pedbn appointed to the ol-fice of malfer of the revels m Ireland. Unde his di-

redion, and at his expence, the theatre in Werbur;h-ltreet was eieded. Accord-
ing to Harris, this theatre colt two thoufand pounds. See VVARt'., v oiks, vol.

ji. p. 352, where all the e.>:tiaordiuary \icilTiiude8 or Ogiiby's lue we cjicum ..an-

tially related.

I 3 and
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and cities, and to wander from hall

to hall amongll the rural manfions of

the gentry and nobility.

It IS very probable that previous

to the period now u'naer coniidera-

tion, dramatic entertainments were

not numbered with the elegant

amuiements of the court ; though

IVir. Chetvvood afiVrts, on the autho-

rity of a ivax- chandler's bill, that

Go R B u D u c, and feveral other plays,

had been performed in the caftle of

Dublin, during the adminiftration of

Blount, lord Mountjoy, in the reign

of Elizabeth *. Now, had there

really been fuch exhibitions, the ex-

penfes would certainly have been

defrayed by an order of the lord

deputy or privy council, on the de-

puty vice treafurer; yet no fuch

order appears either in the treafury

office, or in the archives of ihe

office of the auditor general—at

leaft, if fuch an order floes exift, it

has efcaped my refearches.

The theatre in Werburgh-ftreet

continued to be opened, occafion-

ally, under the fandtion of govern-

ment, till the year 1641, when it

clofcd for ever f

.

From Werburgh-flreet the fcene

of the drama was ihifted to Orange-
ftreet (now Smock-alley) in 1661.

But during the civil wars that focn

after broke out, ti;e whole company
were difperfed ; fo that when the

people of Dublin, on the defeat of

king Janies's army, at the battle of
the Buync, amcngll other expreffions

of joy, fays Cibber, had a mind to

have a play, they could find no
ador to affift, and fonie private per-

fons agreed to give one, at their

own expenfe, to the public at the

theatre |.

From this time every event of the

Irifli flage has been fo faithfully and
fo minutely recorded, that uothing

is left for me to add to its hiftoiy §.

Here, therefore, I fhall difmifs the

fubjea.

JOSEPH C. WALKER."

* Gen. Hi/}, of the Stage, page 51.

f The lalt play performed at this theatre was Landgartka, a tr^gi-comedy, written

by Henry Buri-jel, Efq of whon". I have only been able to learn, that he was
born in Ii eland, and flouriihed about the dole of the reign of Charles I.

X Apohgy, page 136.

§ See CiBBER's Apclogy; Chetwood's (?f«. H'lfl . of the Stage ; Victor's
Hiji. ofthe Stage -^ Davis' Life ofGarrick; and Hitchcock's Vieivofthelrijh

MiSCELLA-
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Miscellaneous Essays,

On the Art of Pleafing.

—

From the

Eflays of the Marquis D'Argen-
fbn.

ONCRIF, who Is * at-

tached to my brother."M
came to communicate to me his pro-

jeft of printing a book, intituled:

De la necejfte et des moyens de plaire.

** My dear Moncrif," faid I to

him, ** nothing is fo eafy as to treat

** upon the firft head of thy dif-

" courfe ; all the world feels it ;

" all the world has a defire to pleafe,

" but the means are extremely dif-

** ficult to be found : it is a dif-

*' ficult, and very delicate matter
** to indicate the true ones ; they
•* depend upon a great number of
" circumftances, which make them
** vary ad infinitum.^'' From this I

entered with him into particulars,

of which 1 have fince committed a

part to paper. After hearkening

to me attentively, " Sir," anAvered

he, humbly, ' I will make ufeof the
*' fage refledlions you have juft

** communicated to me ; but the
** plan of my work is not laid ex-
•' aftly in the manner you propofe."—** Thy work ! is it already fi-

*' nifhed?" replied I. '' Yes, Sir,

•* it is in the prefs." In fadl, in a

very little time afterwards, he

brought it to me, printed and well

bound : I have read it, and this

reading has recalled to my mind

what a man of wit, a friend of mine,
once faid to me, as we v.-ere walking
in a great library, where there were
a multitude of books upon fpecula-

tive philofophy, metaphyfics, and
morality :

'* Here are," faid he,
** thoufands of ^volumes, ofivhich the
" greateji number ought to be fup-
'
' p reffedi and the reji ne'vu modelled :

'
*

—that of Moncrif is fo much more
of the latter defcription, on account
of its being very unanimatedly writ-
ten ; it is, therefore, tirefome, al-

though a fmall volume ; he finifhes

with fairy tales, above the capacity

of children, and not interefting

enough to men.
Moncriffaid himfelfthat the mar-

vellous could not be agreeable, but
by the manner of reprefenting it ;

that other* ife improbability dif-

gufted and fatigued. His tales are

the bell proofs of this truth.

Moncrif 's mother was the widow
of a procureur, called Paradis. She
was a woman of wit, and knew how
to ufe it to advantage, and to bring

up two children, which her hulband
had lett her. By the protedion of
my brother one of them became a
fubaltern officer, and, at length,

commander of a fmall place ; the

eldelt had the greater (hare of his

mother's affedion, who, to intro-

duce him into the vvirld, made the

lall efforts to cloath him well : fhe

fent him to the theatres, to the

* Thefe effays were written in 1736, but not pubhfhed until lately.

I 4 places
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places fet apart for the mod dillin- wascigaty years of age. Lewis XV.
guilhed people, where he might ha iiig laughed a' i: a goad deal

make uleful acquaintances. Men
crif, tollowing his mi. ther's counfels,

became acquainted with me and my
brother, amongft others. This has

been beneficial to him ; our rela-

tions were in place ; m.y brother

finding Moncrif one day with the

qaeen, faid lo him. Do \ou knew,

M.ii'.riJ, that there are people avho

gii-e joii eightJ years of age ? 2~es,

Sire, aniwcred he, hut I do not take

them. For my part, I do not be-

made him his private friend and le- licve that Moncnf has been a I'enc-

cretary, upon the moll genteel foot- ing mafter ; it mult rather have

iiig : lome years aiterwards he at- b^en his brot'ie-, in whom his mo-
tached himlelf to the Compte de tber could not find other talents for

Clermont, prince of the blool, and fociety than fencing, which is not a

he had the flattering title of fecre- very focial one.

tary to his commanderies ; he had 1 return to Madame Paradis.

even a lilt of vacant benefices de- With wit, reading, an agreeable

pending upon this prince-abby ; but manner, and addreis, Ihe procured

he propoled none to fill them but herielf a good income. Towards

with the approbation of certain wo- the end of the reign of Lev. is XIV,
men of the opera. f-]e quarrelled there was more pretenfioii to wit in

with this iictie court ; bat my bro- intrigues than at prefent : it was

ther repaiied all by making him the cuftom to write gallant notes,

reader to tlie queen, and fecretary which required anlwers of the fame

general of the poils. It is faid he kind, and the ardour of the cavalier

had learned to fence, and that he was judged of b. the energy of the

was even received as a fencing maf- letters which he got fecretly deli-

ter ; what makes this probable is, vered : the lover, in the fame man-

that when iVIoncrit became reader ner, calculated his hopes according

to the queen, and conlequently at to the anfwer. Madame Faradis

court, his age was enquired after ; devoted herfelf to the epiltolary

his friends wiibcd to prove him older llyle ; bei g known to feveral ladies

than he appeared to be, and quoted of the gallant court of Lewis XIV.
the epocha of his reception in the fhe aifiiled them with her pen to

corps of fencing-mafters M. de make agreeable advances, or give

Maurepas would affurehimfelf of it

;

tender anfwers; and this was no real

and, having had occafion to read the injury to her fortune, nor to the ad-

]iit of the members or this commu- vancement of her fon. Moncrif ap-

ri'y, wh.> prayed a renewal of their peared to inherit the talent of his

privileges, he found, in faft, the mother. My brother having made
name of I'aradis at the head. He a journey into Touraine, became

sfked the Syndics vvhat was become intimately and particularly ac-

of this m^Ler : the anfwer was, that quainted with a lady cf this pro-

he had diK -ipjared for (cRie time, vince. After his return to Paris,

and CO! fequtniiy renounced the pro- he received from her feme letters of

fcfion. The miniller, who, as every gallantry, co which, in polirenefs, he

bodv knows, loves a little waggery, could not but return anlv«.ers. He
related this anecdote to the king, charged Aloncrif to write them, who
According to ihii account, Moncrif ^equated hipifelf lik? a vvorihy foii

ef
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of Madame Paradis, and fpared my
brother the trouble of even copying

them. But the moft whimfical con-

feqiience of this correfpondence was,

my brother having become miniller,

and the young lady a wife, {he had

occafion to write about fome affa-ir

to her old lover, and was much iur-

prized at not finding, in his anl'wers,

either the ftyle of the letters {he had

preferved, or even the lame hand-

writing : we may learn by this, that

minillers, and thofe whoare de{lined

to become lb, do not aKvays do that

of themfelves, from which they gain

the mo{t honour.

As i laid to Moncrif, there is no-

body but is convinced of the necel-

fity of plealing, and who has not,

more or lefs, the de{ire of doing it

;

but this is not all ; talents are more-

over nece{rary. Every aftor upon

a theatre carries with him the denre

of being applauded ;
yet there are

many who come ofFwith being hi{red

and hooted. To fucceed, two kinds

of lale.us are nece{rary ; thofe which

nature gives, and cannot other-

wile be acquired, Itature, figure, and

an agreeable voice ; natural, eaiy,

gay, and amiable wit ; thole who
polTciS not thefe advantages, fhould

procure to themfelves a fiditi-

ous amiability ; though it is never

worth that which is real, and what

may properly be called innate ; but

flili it is of fome value ; it is ftudicd,

but it muft appear natural; is in-

fenfibly gained by habitude ; and

the occupation of improving ac-

quired advantages becomes agree-

able.

The deGre of excelling cannot

be too much concealed ; on ihe con-

trary, what ought to be mcll re-

inarked, or fuppofed in you, is the

defire of making others appear to

advantage, Afrcdion, or at Icall

the appearance of it ; admiration,

real or pretended ; flattery, deli-

cately managed, ne\erfailto fuc-

ceed. When you perceive that any

particular vice is difpieaiing, afFeft

the oppofite virtue. This contraft

is the art of pleafmg in fuciety,

what the claro obfcuro is in paint-

ing : the colouring muit be height-

ened by contra{^s ; the colours muft

be laid on thick, and the pencils

managed with delicacy. Good-na-
ture, iincerity, and complaifance,

muft be atfected, yet tindured with

a little criticilm.

A fatirical character is frightful

and difpleafmg in itfelf; but, as

able phylicians transform poifons

into remedies, men of great wit ma-
nage criiicifm and irony fo as to

amufe fome perfons, and corrcft

others, without faying any thing of-

fenfive ; and what elie is fabie and

good comedy ?

Let us acknowledge that we ftrive

not to plcafe others bu? from a motive

of felf-love : but it is neceffary to veil

it fo as to prevent its being even fuf-

pefled. Let us go ftill furtner, and
add, that we mull not be too ar.xiuiis

about people whom we wi{hto plcafe:

they are embarra{red by being Ipo-

ken well of in their prefence ; they

would often prefer being criticiled,

provided it did not exceed what

they could defend with advantage.

Compliance is the lail {pring to

put in motion, and which afls well

in fccret only : fuch as are knowa
to be of an accommodating charac-

ter are fufpedcd ; we are inclined

to look upon them »s deceitlul, and
even treacherous.

We ea{ily perluade thofe who arc

in afH.dion, that we ourfelves are

afFeded by it, becaufe whoever par-

takes of trouble cannot be fufpefled

of intcrefted views ; but nothing is

tnore
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more difficult than to perfaade thofe for an attachment to a perfon of a
who are happy, and arrive at great capricious and unequal charafter, by
employs, that we rejoice fmcereJy at recolleding the agreeable moments
their good fortune : they think, and we have palled together, and by en-

with reafon, that we (hould trouble joying the hope ot finding others

ourlelves but little about i', if our like them.

perional interefl: were not concerned

therein. Men, in a iubordinate fi-

tuation, are not thanked for their

complailance ; it is looked upon as

one oF their obligations ; it is even,

fometimes, by this they get their

bread ; but it is very valuable in

fuperiors, provided it be not fuf-

peded to take itsfource from weak-

nefs or fimplicicy.

Indulgence for faults, which is

founded upon indifference only, hu-

miliates him who experiences it,

and renders odious the perlbn by

whom it is exercifed.

A difdainful air, a contemptible

tone, make grerit men hated ; but

a low and cringing manner, make
them JefpiTed, >\ hich is dill worfe. A
noble politenefs is what they ought

to be ambitious of, and which they

often poffels ; but that which is

equally rare and precious in all

ranks is equabil.ty. Unhappily its

oppofite is not difcovered till after

a certain time of probation ; we are

frequently feduced into ftrong con-

nexions, before we difcover that

thofe with whom we have formed

them are unworthy of our elleem,

becaufe they have for fome time im-

pofed upon themfelvcs the neceffity

of pleafing ; on the fi.lt negled,

their defedts, and infupportable hu-

jncur appear ; the beginning of the

acquaintance was feiei.e and agree-

able ; the nd of it becomes clouded,

and fometimes tempeiluous ; but

when an engagement is formed, life

paffes in regretting the firft mo-

ments ; they return but fcldom, and

it is neceflary to confole ourfelves

4

The refledlion with which Mon-
crif finilhes his book, appears to me
to be the moft fenfible thing in it,

and is as follows : " A man, on
' entering the world, fhould expeft
" to find two judges of all his ac-
" tions—reafon, and felf-love, or
" the intereft of others. The firft

" of thefe judges is always equit-
•* able and impartial ; the fecond
" fevere, and frequently unjufl ; it

** is the child of jealoufy ; let us
*' drive not to allure it : this is

" the means of pleafing and fuc-
" ceeding."

I have related in a few pages, all

the maxims worth quoting from
Moncrif's book, ^f !a necejjite et des

moyens, de plaire, in which there are

three hundred."

The Efft'Sls of Love on different Cha-
rafters.

—

From thefame.

FTER treating in this vo-

lume of fo many different

matrers and objcds, I am now go-

ing to fpeak of love and women :

but ! will not dwell long upon either

of them ; for 1 think, like Madame
CoTiuel, who faid. We cannot be

long in love, without doing foolifh

things, nor fpe?k much of it, with-

out laying filly ones.

It is difficult, in every period of

life, to infpire a real paflion : but it

is eafy to make molt women con-

ceive a momentary one : many
things contribute to this : a fine

figure ; the appearance of Itrength

and vigour j the graces, wit, or the

reputation
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reputation of it; complaifance; and,

often, a decided tone, and light

manners; ambitious ideas; and,

finally, interefted views. With fo

iii = ny lefources, it is aimoft impof-

fible that every one ihould not find

means to gratify his inclinations

during his youth ; but, in a riper

age, it is necelTary to iix the affec-

tions. Jf we will not renounce

every fpecies of gallantry, it is ne-

ceflary to accullom ourielves early

to the fweet habitude of living with

one whom we love and efteem; with-

out which,we fall into the molt gloomy
apathy, or infupportable agitation.

The habitude of which 1 fpeak, is

more agreeable and folid, when
founded upon the permanent affec-

tions of the mind ; but this is not

fo abfblutely neceffary as not to be

difpenled with. It is certain that

the cares of a woman are always

more agreeable to an old man than

thofe of a relation or friend of his

own fex^ it feems to be the wifh

and intention of nature that the two
fexes fhould live and die together.

We become infenfible of a fettled

habitude; and, as we do not j^er-

ceive that a miftrefs grows old, and
becomes lefs handfome, we do not

obferve that her way of thinking

becomes our own, and our reafon

fubjedled to hers, though fometimes

lefs enlightened. We infenfibly

facrifice our fortune to her ; and
this is a neceffary confequcnce of

the refignation we have made of our

reafon.

Men fometimes pafs over the in-

fidelities of women, becaufe they

are not perfedly convinced of them,

and that a blind confidence is a ne-

ceffary confequence of their feduc-

tion : but if, unfortunately, they

come to the knowledge of them, it

is impoffible for a man, fincerely

attached to a woman, not to be fuf-

ceptible of jealoufy. This jealoufy

takes a tinge of the char<:£ler of the

perfon who is affedted with it. The
mild man becomes afHitted, falls

ill, and dies ; if a repentance,
which he is always difpoled to be-
lieve finccre, does not conlole him :

the choleric man breaks out into

rage; and, in the firft moments,
it is not known how far this may
carry him ; but men of this difpo-

fition are fooneil: appeafed, and moll
frequently to be deceived.

Pecuniary intereil fhould never
be the bafis of an amorous connec-
tion ; it renders it fhameful, or at

leaft fufpicious : money, fays Mon-
taigne, being the fource of concu-
binage. But when a tender unioa
is well formed, intereft, like fenti-

menr, becomes common ; every
tiling is mutual ; and there is

but one fortune for two fincere

lovers. If they be equally honeft,

and incapable of making a bad ufe

of it, this is jufl and natural; but
frequently the complaifance of one,
makes him or her partake too much
of the misfortunes and errors of the

other.

Love fliould never have any thing

to do with affairs: it ought to live

on pleafures only: but how is it

polfible to refiif the folicitations of
a beloved objeft, who, though fhe

ought not to particitate in affairs

which ibe has not prudence or cou-
rage enough to manage, yet having
always, for a pretext, her interefi

in your reputation, welfare, and
happineis, how is it poffible to refifl

an amiable woman, who attacks

with fuch weapons.?

Some ladies have a real, others a
borrowed reputation ; that of the

firlt is pure and unfpotted, founded
on the principles of religion, con-

fequcnrly
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fequently the only genuine one; it

belongs to women really attached to

their diKy, and who have never

failed in the leall point of it, whe-

ther they have had the good fortune

to love their huibands, who have

returned their afFedion ; or whe-

ther, by an effort of virtue, they

have been faithful to a man whom
they have not loved nor were be-

loved bv- There is anotlier repu-

tation, unknown to religion, which

delicate morality, although purely

human, does not admit, but which

the world, more indulgent, will

fometimes accept as good ; that

founded upon the good choice of

lovers, or rather, of a lover, for

multiplicity is always indecent.

We are fo difpofed to think that each

loves his likenefs, that we judge of

the charafter of men and women by

thofe of their own fex with whom
they have formed an intimacy ; but

infinitely more by the perfons for

whom they conceive a ferious at-

tachment. Many a man of wit has

eftabliOied the reputation of his

miftrefs, without compofing madri-

gals for her, but by making known
the pafiion with which ihe had in-

fpired him ; many a woman of me-
rit has created or eftabliihed the

reputation of him whom Ihe has

ad/pted her chevalier. After all,

it is more dangerous to folxit than

to decline this kind ot reputation :

it happens more frequently that a

man lofes himlelf by making a bad

choice, than as adds to his fame by

making a gooi one.

If the public are indulgent to

the attachmeius of fimple individu-

als, they are much rnore fo to thofe

of kings, and people in place, when
they think them real, and do not

flifpe(^ in them either ambition, in-

trigue, or motives of i.itercll. All

France approved of the love of
Charles VII. for Agnes Sorel, be-
caufe flie had the courage to fay

to this prince, that, unlefs he reco-

vered his kingdom, he was not wor-
thy of her afFedion. The Parifians

applauded the love of Henry IV.
for La Belle Qabrkllc, and fung with

pleafure the fongs this monarch made
for her ; becaufe, knowing her to

be handfome, and of a good dif-

pofition, they imagined (he would
infpire the king with fentiments of
benevolence.

Never did a woman love a man
more fincerely than Madame de la

Valliere loved Lewis XIV. She
never quitted him but for God
alone ; and, fwelled with vanity as

that monarch was, he could not

complain of this rivality ; fo much
the lefs, as the Supreme Being had
but the remains of the heart of his

miftrefs, and perhaps never pof-

felTed it entirely.

I have heard an anecdote of Ma-
dame de Valliere, which I do not

remember to have feen in print.

This lady was fo modeil, and had
fo little ambition, that fhe had never

told the king fhe had a brother,

much lefs had fhe ever afked any fa-

vour for him. He was ftill young,
and had made his firl\ campaign
among the cadets of the king's

houfehold. Lewis XIV. reviewing

his troops, faw his miftrefs fmile ia

.

a friendly manner at a young man,
who, on his part, bowed to her,

with an air of familiarity. In the

evening, the King.afked, in a fe-

vere and irritated tone of voice,

who this young man was. Madame
de la Valliere was at firft confufed,

but afterwards told his Majefty it

was her brother. The King, ha-

ving affured himfeifofit, conferred

diUinguifhed favours upon the young
gentleman.
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gentleman, who was father of the

firft Duke de la Valliere, whofe wi-

dow and children are ftill alive.

The King's intrigue with Ma-
dame de Moiitefpan, was not of a

nature to be approved of fo much
as that he had with Madame de la

Valliere ; yet the nation did not

complain, becaufe it was thought

the love of this lady procured the

public magnificent fealb and ele-

gant amufements. The following

verfes were a good deal fung at that

time:

Ah ! quelle eft charmante

Notre aim able cour
j

Sous le meme tente

On voit tour a tour.

La gloire ct Pamour,

Conquete brillante

Et fete gallante

Marquent chaque jour.

On the contrary, the public were

a good deal difgufted with the a-

mours of the King and Madame de

Mnintenon, although more decent,

and that a fecret marriage had ren-

dered them legitimate. It was ob-

ferved, that a love, conceived when
both parties were in years, afforded

a ridiculous fpeflacle : moreover,

Madame de Maintenon meddled

with the affairs of government

;

and it was when fhe moft interfered

with them, that things fell into de-

cline, and that Lewis XIV. began

to experience misfortunes, which

were all laid to her charge.

When the late Duke of Orleans,

who was regent, fell in love with

Mademoifelle de Sery, he was not

cenfured on account of it. The
Duche's of Orleans, natural daugh-

ter to the King, was rather beauti-

ful, but (he was not amiable ; Ma-
demoifelle de Sery, on the contrary,

was very much fo. She had afon,

and it was predifled of him that he

would one day become Duke of

Dunois, We fee him at prefent, in

Paris, under the title of Chevalier

d'Orleans, Grand Prior of France.

He has not fulfilled what was ex-

peded of him ; yet he has wit, and
is, in many refpefls, amiable.

In procti's of time the regent fell

into fuch an irregularity of condud,
that the public were fliocked at it.

It was neceffary for him to have
many other brilliant and eftimable

qualities to be pardoned fo great a

defeft ; but people were fo much
difpofed to indulgence for him, that

his affedlion for Madame de Parabere

was approved of, becaufe it was
fuppofed fhe really loved him, and
that he loved her, although he was
frequently unfaithful to her.

Jixterior decency is generally ad-

mired, and princes and men of dif-

tinflion ought to do nothing to dif-

guft the public ; but, right or

wrong, it is but loo true, that in

the end, this public affumes the

authority of ceniuring, without de-

licacy, every fault : woe to theia

who are the firft objeds of grol's

fcandal ; they become the vidims
to its rage : the public judges and
punifhes them for it ; or at leall

hoots at, hifles, and defpifes them;
but, when the number of the guilty

increafe to a certain degree, it is

found, that although hiifes are fuf-

ficient to condemn bad pieces, they

are not rods enough for thofe men
who deferve to be lafhed: they then

become tolerated, nothing more is

faid, and, what is worfe than all, a

refolutionis fometimes taken to imi-

tate them. It mull be acknow-
ledged that the temptation to fm is

very great, when we are fure to do

it with impunity ; and that peopla

are made eafy upon this head, when
they
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thev are Hiekered from reproach and

ridicule.

The Death o/'Mahommed, a Tranf-

lation from the Deh Mujiis *.

—

Frcm the Afiatic Mifcellany.

«' /-pRADITIONISTSofgriev-
J[_ ous tidings, and narrators

of heart - breaking events, have

lianded down to us, that in the tenth

year of the Hegiry, after the pro-

phet had performed his laft pil-

grimage, on the day named Urfa,

and in the plain furnamed Urfaat,

the following fentence was commu-
nicated to him from above : " Now
*' have I compleated tlie work of
*• your religion, and beftowed per-

** fed. happinefs upon you." After

which, whenever he preached to the

people, he mixed with his difcourfe

the tidings of his expedled and

welcome di.fiblution.

At length, upon the 28th of the

moon Suffer, of the nth Hegiry,

the prophet repaired to the burial

ground of Bukea, and paffed a con-

fiderable time in prayer for the

fouls of thofe whofe remains were

depofited in the tombs around him :

the following day he was feized

with an head-ach, in which con-

dition he came forth, and gave di-

reftions for the people to be affem-

bled, as he was about to preach to

them for the lall time. When they

were arrived, he afcended the pul-

pit ; and, having concluded a long
difcourfe, he addrefled them in thefe

words; ** Know, O ye people, my
" dilfolution is at hand; my defire

** of being united to God over-
" powers me, and I fliall quickly

" depart from among you: fay, then,

*' in what manner have I not per-

" formed my prophetic miffion for

** your falvation ? For your fakes,

" and for religion, 1 have fought,

" whilft you, in return, have fmote
*' my teeth, and defiled my face

" with blood." They acknow-
ledged what he faid was true ; that

he had fhewn them the right, and

taught them to fhun the crooked

path ; befeeching the Almighty to

reward him accordingly. The pro-

phet then, in the name of God, fo-

lemnly enjoined any whom he might

have ftruck, to arife and take repa-

ration; or any he might have in-

jured in his property, forthwith to

receive back whatever was his due :

on which, a man named Akaufha
arofe, and faid, ** O prophet, fmce
" you fo earneflly urge this matter,
•' I fhould be a finner, if I conti-

' nued filent : know then, that in

" the expedition to Tebouck, :n-

" tending to fmite your female ca-
'* mel, Kufwah, the whip defcended
*' on my (nouldcrs, and was attend-
•' ed with excruciating pain ; for

*' which I now expeft retaliation."

*• May God reward you in both
" worlds," replied the prophet,
•' O Akaufha, for giving me an

* The Deh Mujiis, frcm which the two following; narratives are taken, is itfelf

an txtraft fVoni a v/urk entitled, Rodhttt ih Shoda, or 'The Garden of Marljrs ; writ-

ten by Mulla Plufiain Waiz. The Deh Mujiis confills, as the name implies, oi ten

fuch narratives as the two which are here prcfented to our readers j each containing

an account of the death of one of the Mahommedan patriarchs, or Ibme other dil-

tinguillied pcrlonage. A portion of the Deh Mujiis is read daily, during X\\&AJhoo~

rah, or iblcnm mourning, celebrated by the MufTulmans on the firfl ten days of

tlie month of Mchurrum.
' «' opportunity
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*' opportunity of compounding this

" affair now, and for not having

''deferred it to the dny of judg-
" ment : Can you inform me with
** what whip the offence was com-
«' mitted ?" Akaufha anfwered, that

it was with the rod Mamfhuke, ha-

ving a thong fufpended from the

end of it ; which the prophet or-

dered immediately to be brought *.

In obedience to the commands of

his malter, SoHman repaired to the

prophet's houfe, and knocked at

the door of Fatima's apartment,

repeating the ufual falutation ob-

ferved toward the prophet's family.

Fatima knew the voice, and on be-

ing advifed of his errand, obferved

that as her father was afflifted with

a fever, and hid not ftrength to fit

his horfe, he could have no occa-

fion for fuch an inflrument. On be-

ing informed of farther particulars,

fhe gave a loud fhriek, and folemn-

ly adjured Soliman to imprefs on

Akauflia's mind, that out of regard

to the weak and fickly condition of

her father, he ought to be merciful,

and fpare him.

When Soliman had departed,

Fatima fent for her Tons, Hufl'en and

Hoffain, and acquainted them with

what had happened, bidding them
repair to the place where their

grandfather was, and inilead of one

ftroke, which Akaufha was about to

inflid: on him, receive each an hun-

dred in his room. Bat on their in-

forming the prophet of the bafinefs

on vvhich they were come, he pro-

nounced that they could not grant

retaliation for that whicii he had

committed ; at the fame time de-

firing Akaufha to rife, and Jlrike.

Akaufna remonftrated, that as his

flioulders were bare when he re-

ceived the blow, the prophet's ought
to be fubmitted to him in the fame
condition ; which the holy man pre-

pared to do, a murmur of mingled
pity and indignat-on arifing frorai

the angels of heaven, who beheld
the fcene. But when Akaufhafaw
the naked fhculders of the prophet,

and beheld thereon the feal of his

apoftolic miffion, he fprang forward,

and applied his lips to the holy fign,

faying, " O prophet ! to kii's this

" mark, and not to obtain retalia-
" tion, was the objeft 1 fought after;

" yourielf havir.g often pronoun-
'• ced, * Whoever touches the fkin
*' of mv boJv, him the tire of hell
'' fhairfpare'"

Tne prophet now defcended from
the pulpit ; his indifpofuion vifibly

increafing upon him. He, however,
defired Ali to leave him, and repofe

himfelf; which having done, he
returned, an J informed his father-

in-law that in a dream he had be-
held himfelf clad in complete ar-

mour, which on a fudden was torn

from his body. The prophet re-

plied, *' that armour am I, of whom
" yoa are about to be deprived.'*

Fatima came next, and related, that

being in a deep fleep, fhe th ught
fhe held in her hand a fh2et of the

holy Koran, which was fuddenly
ravilhed from her fight. The pro-

phet replied, " That fheet of the
" Koran am I, who fhall quickly
" be loft to you," Hulfen and Hof-
fain alfo related, that in their dreams
they had juft beheld a throne mo-
ving on the bofom of the wind,
under which they walked, with

* Great flrefs is laid by devout Maliommedans, on the humility and meeknefs
teftified bv their projihet, in this inflance, in f'ubmitting to retaliation for an iuvc-

luntary offence j which, in ftriilneis of law, he was not obliged to do.

their
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their heads uncovered. The pro-

phet replied, •' That throne figni-

* fies my coffin; under which you
* will foon walk, in the manner
** reprefciiced to you."

Ibnabbas informs us, that the

Almighty commanded the angel of

death, faying, " Repair to my be-
•* loved, Mahommed; but touch not
** his immaculate foul, without his

•• own acquiefcence." Ifraiel, at-

tended by a holt of kindred fpirits,

in the difguife of an Arabian vil-

lager, tranfported himfelf in an in-

ilant to the prophet s habitation,

with the commiffion of God in his

hand. He repeated the cultomary

falutation, and begged admittance,

as having come off a long journey.

Fatima was fitting by her father's

pillow, when Ihe heard the voice,

and defired the ftranger to call an-

other time, as the prophet was not

at leifurc. A repetition of the re-

queft, by Ifraiel, was followed by

an anfwer, couched in the fame

terms. The third time, it was de-

manded in a peremptory tone,

which ftruck the family with terror.

The prophet opened his eyes, and

demanded the caufe of their con-

ilernation. Fatima anfwered, "that
** an extraordinary kind of (Iranger,

*' who flood at the door, had thrice

*' demanded admiffion, and would
*' take no denial." The prophet

alked her if fhe knew not who it was

;

Ihe anfwered, " God is wife, I

*' know not."—" He is," purfued

the prophet, " the deftroyer of
** lulls, the annihilator of paffior.s,

*' the maker of widows, and of or-

" phans ; an intruder, who opens
*• doors without the affillance of a

" key ; and lays proilrate without
'' the aid of arms. He is, my
" daughter, the angel of death,
" and attends for the foul of your
" father ; whofe thrcfliold he re-

" fpe£lb, or he had entered without
*' hefuation, it not being his prac-
' lice to wait for admiffion : open
" the door, that he may come in."
" Alas !" exclaimed Facima, " thea
" the ruin of Medina approaches,
*• for its protedor is about to de-
*' part."

The prophet defired her to be
comforted, as even angels would
behold her grief with concern. With
his holy hands, he wiped off the

tears which ran down her cheeks ;

and bt-feeched the Almighty to en-

due her with patience and refigna-

tion to fupport his lofs ; enjoining

her, as foon as death {hould have
clofed his eyes, to repeat the fol-

lowing fentence ;
'• PVom God we

" are, and to God we mull return."

Fatima continued to dwell on her

approaching lofs, in the moil mo-
vii;g terms, and was . interrupted

by her father, v^ho again delired

that Ifraiel might be admitted.

The angel of death now ap-
peared, faying, ** Peace to the
" prophet ! The Almighty has lent
•' you his blelfir.o, and reltricted.

" me from touching your ioul, till

*• I have yoar own permiffion."

The prophet replied, '* It is my
•' requeft that yoj refrain from
*•

it til! Gjbriei arrives *. "

That angel, the rneffenger ')f the

word of Cod, mean time had re-

ceived his corr.miffion to repar to

iViahonuned, and ca-ry to the be-

loved of the Almighty a turban.

* When this angel is fpoken of by Mahommed, he is diflinj:uin:ed by the epi-

thet of brother; a more than ordinary friendiliip baing fuppolcd to have fubliitcd

lietweeu thera.

made
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hiade from the texture of the cloth grief for the lofs of her father, yet
of Paradife. Weeping and la- they agree in this, that it continued
menting he flood before hinm, and long incelTant. At the end of abouc
was gently taxed by Mahommed, fix months, her hufband Ali going
with having forfaken him in his pre- one day into her apartment, beheld
fent awful fituation ; which the an- her employed in kneading dough, for

gel excufed, by alledging that he bread, mixing up a compofuion for

had been employed about his affairs, her children's hair, and making pre-
and now brought the joyful tidings paration for wa(hing their orarinems.

which he himfelf wofuld wi(h for ;

namely, that the violence of the

flames of hell had been abated for

his pafTage, the gardens of Paradife

adoriied, and hofts of angels drawn
up for the reception of his foul. The
prophet acknowledged the goodnefs

of God ; but added, that his mind
was opprelfed with cares for the fu-

ture fate of hia difciples. Gabriel

defired him to be under no concern

Ali, aftonilhed at the novelty of the
fcene, addrefTed her, " O ! worthy
" to be ferved by men and angels

!

" O ! fole daughter of the prophet,
" and laft of apofblic women ! O !

" mother of the two martyrs! ne-
" ver yet have I beheld your atten-
" tion engaged by two employ-
" ments at a time, and now 1 fee
" it taken up with three.—What

inyltery does this conceal?"

—

on that account, as the Almighty The holy Fatima, (her eyes bathed
would work out the falvacion of as

many of them as he fhould defire.

The prophet then beckoned ifraiel

to come forward and execute his

comraiiHon ; which, while he was
doing, the Lord of the world fixed

his eyes on the cieiingj and repeated

the name of the Moit High ; when
his hands, which were clafpcd to-

gether, and extended, iuddenly drop-

ping on his breaft, his foul took its

flight to the prefence of its Creator.
" From God we arc, and to God
** we mufl return."

rZv Djaicj of Fatima.

—

Frcm the

fame.

" r-|-^HOUGH traditions diff-r

j[ in regard to the time dur-

ing which Fatima was abforbed in

in tears) replied, " O ! prince, dif-
•• tinguilhed in thr; plain of La
" Futtah*,. and furnamed of the
" Almighty, the Lion of God ! O!
" bud of the garden, and line of
" Abu Taleb ! the happinefs of
" our union draws to a clofc ; the
'' hour of feparauon is arrived, and
" the period of abfence is about to
*' commence.— Lall night I dreamt
" I beheld my father, llanding on
" an eminence, and looking round
" a> if in expeilation of fome one's
" approach. 1 called out, ' Whence
" are you, O my parent ! my heart
" is afflided, and my body waited
" with anguifh, on your account.'
** He replied, * I am now come for

" you; the time is arrived, in which
" yoa mult wean your afrbdions
" from the fleOi, and breik the
' • bonds of your earthly habi cation ;

* Ailuiinp; to the fentence of " Li Futtah ilia All, la Seyf Ilia Zultecar."
" There is no heroUni but Al.'sj thrre is no iword bu: ZaltVcar:" which the left
of Shjeas .nlkd^c \tj r.ikve tci-ri jpf»;:;ou.icei by God. ^ulfowar was 'iie r.amc of
AU's fword.

Vol. XK:a. ^ la
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'* in which you muft remove your
" tents from the ftraics of earth, to

" the world of heaven ; make halle,

' for I cannot depart without you :'

" 1 replied, * O my father, this

" event is my wifh, the confumma-
** tion of which 1 have conllantly
*' fighed for.' * Ufe no delay,
*' then,' he repeated again, * for

** to-morrow night you mull ac-
*' company your parent.'—I here
** awoke, with my heart entirely

" abforbed by the defire of the
** world to come, and am certain,

" that the clofe of this day, or to-
** morrow evening, will be the pe-
*' riodofmy diflblution ; lamthere-
•' fore making bread to-day, as

'* grief on my account may render
*' you incapable of doing it to-

•* morrow, and my children in con-
«* fequence may hunger in vain ; I

** wafh their garments now, know-
•* ing not who will attend to the
*' wants of my orphans hereafter ;

** and I am preparing to clean their

•* hair at this time, ignorant whom
•* they will have to clean it when
" I am gone."—Thus, Fatima was

anxious to keep their hair from be-

ing polluted by common dirt ; had

ihe beheld what afterwards happen-

ed, their graceful ringlets defiled

with dufl, and their enchanting

countenances ftained with blood ;

how would fhe have fupported the

heart-rending fight

!

When Ali had heard her to a con-

clufion, the tears running down his

cheeks, he replied, " O ! my be-
*• loved, hardly yet have I recover-
** ed from one wound, when lo !

*' another is infiifted on me ; and
*' to the death of your father, is the

« lofs of you now to be added."

Fatima defired him to be comforted

under both, and not to leave her,

as the moments of her life were num-

bered, and their next meeting would
be in the world of eternity. She
put the garments of her children in

water, and bedewed their heads with

the fondeil tears of maternal love ;

" Would to heaven !" flie exclaim-

ed, " I were ignorant of the cruel
*' fate which awaits them ; and of
" the extent to which it will be
" carried ! Go," (he continued,
** my children, to the burial ground
" of Buckea ; and employ your
** prayers to heaven, in behalf of
" your mother."

When they were gone, Ihe ex-

tended herfelf on the bed, and de-

fired Ali to fit down by her : fhe cal-

led for Afmah, the daughter of Aw-
mife ; and defired dinner might be

ready by the time her fons would re-

turn, and ferved up to them in ano-

ther apartment ; that they might ef-

cape the mifery of feeing her in her

laft agonies. Afmah did as Ihe had
been direfted, and on their return

brought up dinner. The princes,

in aftonifhment, demanded, if ever

fhe had feen them fit down without

their mother, and wherefore fhe fup-

pofed they would doit now ; Afmah
faid, her miflrefs being indifpofed,

they had better not wait for her

;

but they replied, that without their

mother's company, no refrefhment

could be palatable to them, an3
went ftrait towards her apartment.

On feeing them approach, Fati-

ma defired Ali to fend them away
again, to the tomb of her father,

that they might humble themfelves

before God ; while fhe endeavoured

to repofe herfelf When they were

gone, fhe defired Ali to take her

head to his bofom, for her life now
ebbed fait. Ali replied, he had

neither heart nor refolution to be-

hold her in fuch a fituation ; or to

attend to language fo afFefting,
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" O! AH!" ftieanfwered, " the
** road which I ain going, is a road
*• which all mull travel ; and the
" fullnefs of my grief is fuch, as

" mutt, of neceffity, be allowed ut-

** terance. Be patient, then, and
** imbibe the bitter draught of
*' my diiTolution." Ali took her

to his bofjm ; when, in the affliftion

with which he was overwhelmed, a

tear dropped on her cheek : fhe

opened her eyes, and feeing the vio-

lence of his grief, obferved, that

the prefent was rather a feafon for

teftamentary duties, than unavailing

forrow. " O ! firlt of women !"

he quicl:ly replied, " reveal your
•• will." ' I have four requefts,"

continued Fatima; " Firft, If I

*' have mifbehaved myfelf towards
" you, or ever given you uneafinefs,

" that you forgive me." He an-

fwered, •' God forbid ! during the
** time we have lived together, nei-
** ther in word nor in aft, have you
*' done aught to give my heart a
** pang : you have been my perpe-
*' tual folace ; not my forrow : roy
** comforter in aiHiction ; not the
" difturber of my repofe. In you,
* I have found the faithful mif-
** trefs ; not the imperious tyrant :

** pofl'clTed of the fweetnefs and
** (oftnefs of the rofe ; not the
" Iharpnefs and annoyance of the
** thorn." " Secondly, Let my
** children," flie continued, *' be
" dear to you ; forfake not thofe
** who poflefs fo tender a place in
*' my heart ; withdraw not from
** their heads your follering han-"! ;

** and, Ihould the forwardnefs of
** youth ever break out in them,
*' let it obtain your forgivenefs.
** Thirdly, Let me h. con /eyed co
** my grave by nigit ; that as in
'* life, my pcrfon has been fecluded
** from the eyes of rnen, fo, indeath,

" my bier may be facred from their
" view. Fourthly, Negleft not to
"' frequent the tomb of her, to
** whom you have been fo dear j
" and whofe faithful and afFcdion-
" ate companion you have been,
" Now, alas 1 the connexion muft,
" of neceffity, be dlflblved." Ali
promifed a faithful obfervance of
her requefts ; and propofed others
on his part : Firft, That if he had
be-^n ever wanting in his attention

to her, {he would forgive him. Se-
condly, When fhe beheld her father,

that fhe would prefent the falucation

of one who continued to feel ana de-
plore his lofs. Thirdly, that fhe

would not, for any part of his con-
duft towards her, complain of him
to the prophet. Fatima anfwered,
" God is my witnefs, that during
" the time we have lived together,
*' 1 have not experienced from you
" a word or a deed, that can be
** complained of; on the contrary,
•' your conduct towards me has been
" full of manlinefs, liberality and
'* kindnefs ; engaging words, and
'* laudable aflions."

While they were engaged in this

afreding difcourfe, a noife oflamen-
tation and complaint fuddenly af-

failed them, from without; and in
a voice interrupted by fobs, admit-
tance was loon after fblicited by Hof-
fen and HofTain, that they might
take a lall farewell of their parent.

Ali opened the door, and taking
them affciiionately in his arms,
afked by what means they had dif-

covered their mother's approaching
end. They replied, " On arriving
" at the mauioleum of our grand-
'' father, we heard a voice faying,
** • Behold ! the orphans of Fatima
" arc an'ved !' which was followed
" by another, faying, ' Beiiold •

** the intercelfors of the day of
K. 2 " judgm^n?
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** judgment are arrived !' and then

«' a third, which refcmblcd the

«' voice of the prophet ; faying,

" * Lo ! the darlings of my heart

*' are here !' When we entered the
" maufuleum, and had performed
*' our devotions, we heard a voice

*' proceed from the tomb, faying,

" ' Return, my children, that you
" may behold your mother, to meet
•* whom I am come here, for the

** laft time,' " With this they ruflied

on, and beheld Fatima, with her

head reclined on the pillow ; they

fell at her feet, bcfeeching her to

open her eyes, and blefs her orphans

with a lall look. Fatima, aroufed,

took them to her bofom, faying,

*' O ! my beloved fons ! God knows
'* what is to happen to you, after I

** am gon? ; 2nd to what extent

" the tyranny of your enemies will

*• be exercifed againft you!" She

then called for her daughters, and

delivered them to Iloflen and Hof-

iain } carneftly and repeatedly re-

commending them all to the pro-

leclion of Ali.

When her hulhand and children

had left her, Fatima defired Afmah

to prepare water for her ablutions ;

which Ihe went through with a mi-

nute attention to the precepts and

ceremonies of her religion, in a

manner that is feldom done ; after

which, Hie direded her couch to be

fpread, and threw hcrfelf on it:

fhe then fpoke to her fervant of a

certain unftion made from the cam-

phire of Paradife, and given to her

father by the angel Gabriel, for

the purpofe of his body being

anointed with it after his deceafe,

which he had divided into three

parts ; one part for himfelf, one for

Ali, and one for her : the latter (he

•lefired might be brought: when it

was produced, Ihe bade Afmali ap-

ply it, after her death, to the ufe

tor which it was defigned. She
now defued to be left alone ; as (lie

wilhed to commune with her God.
Afmah has related, that about half

an hour after fhe had quitted her

miftrefs, fhe heard her weeping
aloud, which induced her to go in,

when flic obferved Fatima engaged
in the moft pious and fervent de-

votion ; invoking the Almighty,

by the honour of her father, and
his defire again to behold her ; by
themifcry which preyed on the heart

of Ali, at the profped of her dilTo-

lution ; by the grief of her fons,

and diftradion of her daughters ; to

have mercy on her father's difciples,

and to p:'.rdon the fins of the un-

godly. At this Afmah could not

fupprefs her fobs, which attradling

the notice of Fatima, flie demanded
if fhe had not defired to be left

alone, and be called to in a fhorC

time ; that if no anfwer was re-

turned, it might 1)6 known fhe had

departed to the bofom of her father.

On this, Afmah again retired, and
foon after calling, no anfwer was
returned; when, entering, the apart-

ment, and drawing the veil from her

miflrefs's face, flie faw that fhe was

no more. ** From God we are,

*' and to God we mull return."

EJay Of! Ridicule, Wit, fl«^ Hu-
mour. By William Prefton, E/^.

M.R.I.A'. In TiL'o Parts.^From
Tranfaulions of the PvOyal Irith

Academy.

Part the Firji.

" pIDICULE is that branch
'^ of the _fi/2e or mif/ietic arts

which profefies to excite the emo-
tion oi mirth. It is ittci moreltrik-

ing
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inj and forcible in poetry and paint-

ing, where the imitations of nature

are more general, as well as more
apt and pointed ; but even mufic is

capable of it in a certain degree, as

for example, by a burlefque or fort

of parody on fome grave compofi-

tion, by an imitation of odd and un-

feemly noifes, or by ftrains expref-

five of whimfical and grotefque

emotions and fuuatlons. Ridicule

excites tnirth by the ridiculous ;

that is to fay, by an exhibition of
defetis and blemifhcs of the lighter

kind, which neither imply a fenfe of

pain and mifery in the objector fub-

ilratum to which they belong, nor

contain any thing noxious or alarm-

ing to external beings. Should the

blemifh or defedl be in any vital at-

tribute or quality, cither elTential to

the health and well-being of the

fubjefi:, or requifite to the due per-

formance of its duty and fundlions

for the common good, mirth will

not be the confequence ; the gay
contempt will be checked either by
a fenfe of the pain or inconvenience

which the defed or blemifh in quef-

tion mull caufe to the fubjeft before

us, or the alarming confequences

which may redound from it to fo-

ciety ; and our feelings, inflead of

mirth, will be fomething far dif-

ferent ; forrow and pity in the one
cafe ; terror, difguft, indignation or

hatred in the other.

The foregoing definitions of ri-

dicule and the ridiculous take

in mental as well as corporeal objedls,

and are literally borrowed from the

great philofophical critic of Greece— '* To 7«^ yiXoiov (fays AriJiotJe)

" 6vto» xai a (pBaelKtoi oioc tuvt/^ to

" ta^ctixfjufoii attv 'Oofi")?. And
ridicule, according to him, confifts

in the reprefenting (to ^a.\j>.o\i^rM

ecXX' M ^siloi y.xlcc tffa.aait x.ee.xtxi)

the foibles and lighter vices of the

mind, and {light corporeal blemifhes

and defefts. Thefe are what Mr.
Hobbes dillinguilhes by the name of
infirmities.

The peculiar emotion excited by
ridicule, independent of the plea-

fure refulting from the truth of the

imitation, is called mirth ; a fen-

fation which has been improperly

confounded with laughter by fom«
writers who have profefTed to treat

this fubjedl, particularly by Mf.
Hutchefon, the mojal philofopher,

and a Dr. Camphelt, in a book which
bears the impofing title of Philo/ophy

of Rhetoric. Laughter is a mere cor-

poreal involuntary affedion, like

crying, coughing or fneezing ; it ia

defined by fome v.riter that I have
feen to be a fucceffion of nafcent or

imperfefl (hrieks *
; it fometimes

indicates an emotion of the mind,
but often proceeds from caufes purely

mechanical and external, like any
other convulfion ; tickling, for in-

llance, or the fight of violent laugh-

ter in others, will produce it ; in

hyfterical patients it is a mere dif-

eafe, equally fo with the cynicfpafm
or the dance of St. Vitus.

To define the nature of mirth, vci

other words, to explain the caufe of
that pleafure which we derive from
ridicule, we muft recur to the the-

ory ofHobbes, which is conformable
to the definition of Ariftotle, and
will on examination appear to be
founded in nature. Mirth (fays the

philofopher of MalmJburyJ arifes

* As well as I can recollect, by Dr. Hajley, a profound wiiter on metapliyfics,

^o.Tj whom the ingenious Dr. triejikj has taken many valuable liints,

K 3 froti
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from a faddcn conception of feme

emineucy in ourfelves, by compa-
rifon with our own infirmity for-

merly, or that of others. Here we
jnult ub erve the force of the ex-

preffion yafl'^fK conception, which im-
plies that the whole pleafure of the

mirthful fenfation does not proceed

from conlcious triumph, any more
than It does from the truth of the

reprefentation : part is to be attri-

buted to the odd and unforefeen fi-

tuation or condudl of the ridiculous

thing or agent ; thus we findj by

experience, that our mirth is anti-

cipated and deftroyed by any thing

which checks or prevents the iur-

prife of this fudden conception ; for

example, when the perlon, who
means to be facetious, prefaces his

obfervation or his tale with the pro-

mife of a good jeft or a laughable

ftory, whereby we are prepared for

fomething ludicrous, and lofe the

pleafure of the furprize.

As to that part of Hobbes's the-

ory, which makes the triumph arif-

ing from comparifon a principal ef-

ficient caufe of the pleafure attend-

ing on ridicule, I think we need

only recur to our own experience

for a confirmation of its truth. Why
do not men chufe to be laughed at ?

Certainly becaufe it indicates that

they are objedls of contempt. How
happens it that a fportive word is

more feverely felt, and excites more
lading refentment, than the keeneft

reproaches ? Why do we hold it in-

decorous and profligate to laugh at

our parents, benefadlors and feniors ?

Why is it held irnpiousand profane to

laugh at things divine and holy ?

Why do public fpeakers and contro-

versial writers endeavour to turn the

laugh againft theiropponentsr Why is

ridicule fo powerful an engine of de-

bate, even while it difclaims an ap-

peal to fober argument 1 Surely be-

caufe the very effence of mirth Is a
latentcontempt, and there is afortof
general intuitive perception that ri-

dicule degrades and vilifies its ob-
jed. Heoce it is, that a perfon

who laughs at his own foibles and
defers is thought to fliow an extra-

ordinary effort of good fenfe and
good humour, inafmuch as, by fo

doing, he makes a painful facrifice

of felfilh feelings. We fee too, that

many people can jeft freely on their

own infirmities, who will not bear

the leaft degree of raillery on that

head from others ; undoubtedly this

proceeds from a feeling that ridicule

implies contempt. When people

laugh at themfelves, the felf-humi-

liation is more than counterbalanced

by the felf-ap; laufe ; and, inflead

of finking, they rife in the opinion

of the world, by a frank confeffion,

which at once fhows fortitude and
good fenfe, and difarms envy by a

confeffion of weaknefs. The faft

is, that people never do laugh at

themfelves except from fome poli-

tical motive ; either to acquire the

charaifler of good-humour, to in-

gratiate themfelves with thofe whom
it is their intereft to pleafe, or to

difarm the ridicule of others by an-
ticipatiop. But ftill (which is all

that is neceffary to my argument)
whether a man laughs at himfelf or

his neighbour, whether the fubjeft

of his ridicule are his own pall infir-

mities or the prefent infirmities of
others, contempt is the bafis of his

mirth.

To illuftrate what has been faid

by a few examples :—Impotence
and decrepitude, confidered merely
as fuch, do not excite mirth, but
comLafiion ; yet fliould we find the

impotent cripple boafting of his agi-

lity, and attempting to mix in the

dance ; or fee age and deformity

plaifiered over with lace, and affefl-

ing



MISCELLANEOUS ESSAYS. 135

ing the gallant ; this attempt at

fome charadler or atchievement, to

which the perfonage is fo notorioufly

inadequate, imprefles us with a

ftrong fenfe of his inferiority, the

emotion of contempt is excited, and

mirth is produced, unqualified by
compaffion for infirmities, of which

the fufferer himfelf feems fo little

confcious. An odd and grotefque

countenance, a whimfical and outre

configuration of body, uncommon
grimaces and diftortions of the fea-

tures and limbs, provided they are

unattended with pain, may excite

laughter ; while the convulfions of

pain, the deformity of ficknefs or

of forrow, afFeft us only with ter-

ror and pity. The abfurdity and

incoherence of a drunken man ex-

cite laughter, for they move con-

tempt ; the ravings of a maniac fill

us with melancholy and horror.

Want and beggary do not of them

-

felves excite mirth ; but fhould we
fee a beggar with velvet, or lace,

or embroidery mixed among his

rags, that incongruous union of

finery and wretchednefs would pro-

voke our laughter. And thefe in-

ftances may ferve to fhow, that they

are only the lighter defeds or ble-

miflies, unaccompanied by pain or

mifery on the one hand, or viru-

lence and danger on the other, that

are the proper fubje£ls of mirth.

And to convince us that contempt,

a certain felf-triumph of the mind,

is a principal fource of the pleafure

which we derive from mirth, let us

recolleft that there mull, to confti-

tute ridicule, be fome competition,

as well as inferiority ; a refem-

bLmce and a contraft in the objeds

compared. The oyfter, or the earth-

worm, the poor beetle which we
tread upon, are vaftly inferior to

man ; yet that inferiority does not

produce contempt, becaufe thefe

creatures never imitate us, and are

as perfed in their kind as imperial

man in his. Some approximation,

fome refemblance there muft be ;

fo that not every animal is a fubjeft

of mirth, but thofe only which imi-

tate human nature, whether that

imitation be near or remote ; fuch

are dogs, monkies, kittens, parrots,

magpies, jays, and fome others.

Song birds and exotic animalsmay be
kept for the purpofes ofluxury in our

cages and menageries, and afford

pleafure by the melody oftheir notes,

the beauty of their forms, or their ra-

rity ; fome animals, inftead ofplea-
fure or mirth, produce, by their ap-
pearance, only terror, difguft oz

pity ; every one of thofe creatures,

which are capable or exciting mirth,

are capable alfo, in a certain degree,

of imitating fome aftion of man.
The monkey confefledly refembles

the human fpecies at all points ; the

cat ufes her fore paws like hands,

and for that purpofe nature hath
provided her with clavicles ; the

dog and the bear may be taught to

walk upright on two legs like man ;

the jay, the parrot and the magpie
have the power of forming articu-

late founds. Nor is our mirth ex-
cited indifcriminately by thofe crea-

tures ; it is in thofe moments only,

when they attempt to imitate hu-
man adions, that they become ob-
jedls of laughter.

li it ftiould be enquired why
mirth is often excited by the repre-

fentation of things, which in their

aftual exiftence would, perhaps,

move compaffion, perhaps conciliate

approbation and el^cem ; fuch arc

many of thofe paintings called con-
verfation pieces ; fuch are poems
like Shenftone's School -miftrefs, and
many fcenes in comedies and novels

which profefs to exhibit pidlures of

K. 4- real
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real life ; nor is it difficult to ex-

plain this matter. In the firft place,

though the reprefentation follows

nature, it is nature dillorted, and

her diitorted features are more con-

denfed and accumuLited together

than they commonly exift in real

life ; but fuppofmg thofe features

to be exaftly copied, without the

adding of any thing, {HU there is a

riant and grotefque colouring dif-

fufed through the picture, by the

ikill of the artift ; while, in real

life, the rude and vulgar manners,

the odd and grotefque incidents,

may be combined with fuch colla-

teral circumllances, as may excite

emotions widely differing from con.

tempt and triumph, and which pre-

dominate over them ; for inflance,

the ideas of rural innocence and ho-

neil induftry, that arife from feeing

the family of s peafant at their la-

bours, will conciliate our elkem,

and the appearance of poverty and

wretchednefs will move our compaf-

fion ; befides, the recolleftion that

the piclure before us is but a fic-

tion, prevents our having fuch

flrorig feelings of efleem or com-
palTion as if we contemplate the

reality.

To proceed to the infirmities and

defefts of the mind, they are mild

infirmities, and moderated defedls

only, that are fit fubjeds of ridicule.

Infirmity and vice, not flagitious

guilt, are the proper food of mirth ;

Ariftotle exprefifes it to (pccvhov uxx'

a Kxlci. vxo-av ncc-/.ia.v. The repre-

fentation of cowardice, aftefta-

tion, avarice or vanity may be ri-

diculous ; it may afford a triumph

by comparifon, unallayed by any
feeling or apprehenfion of ferious

evil to any body ; but cruelty, in-

gratitude, perfidy, and the whole

black catalogue of gigantic crimes

and flagrant pafllons, that rend afun--

der the focial ties, and heap the

meafure of human calamity, thefe,

far from exciting laughter, raife ia

us emotions of abhorrence, indig-

nation or fear. In the occurrences

of real life a flight mifchance or

blu:ider, even of our beil friend,

will raife a fmile ; but a more fignal

misfortune or fatal error, even of

an enemy, will move our compaf-

fion. The fad is, that mirth,

though a very prompt and lively

emotion, yet not being fo very ne-

'

cefTary to our exiflence and the pre-

fervation of fociety as many others,

gives no very deep tlnfture to the

mind, but mildly difperfes itfelf,

and vanifhes before fuch as are of

more general and important ufe,

and of courfe armed with llronger

powers of embracing and pofTefTrng

the human fpirit-

Part ike Secon/^,

Having confidered the nature of

ridicule, and traced out the fources

of the pleafure which attends it, let

me, for a moment, advert to the

corporeal external expreffion of that

pleafure, I mean laughter, and en-

deavour to inveftigate its phyfical

caufe, fo far as it is an expreffion

of mirth y or a corporeal mo'-vement xn-

^\z2iX\\\^ pleafure. I fpeak with this

refervation, becaufe, as I have al-

ready in fome meafure hinted,

laughter is not always expreffive of

mirth, no, nor even of a pleafur-

able fenfation ; laughter, when pro-

duced by tickling, is expreffive of

pain ; in choleric perfons it is ex-

preflive of anger.

Mr. Burke, in his EfTay on the

Sublime and Beautiful, takes occa-

iion to confider the mechanical or

phyfical caufe oi pleafure in general.

He
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He is of opinion that it is pro- fpirits is thrown on the brcaft, far

duced by a certain relaxation of the lefs than is requifue to produce ths

frame, and reafons very ingenioufly fenfe ofweight, that feelingbordering;

in fupport of this theory from the on pain, which accompanies our en-

nature and conftitution of thofe ob- joymentsof a more exquifite degree,

jefts that communicate pleafure. The pleafure attending ;;;/>/^ being,
*' Beauty (fays this ingenious wri- comparatively fpeaking, faint, the
" ter) a£ls, by relaxing the folids relaxation of the nerves mull con-
" of the whole fyftem. There are fequently be inconfiderable. The
" all the appearances of fuch a re- due fecretion of the humours is but
" laxation ; a relaxation fomewhat little interrupted; the accefs of
" below the natural tone feenis to animal fpirits to the breaft is trif-

" me to be the caufc of all pofitive ling ; barely fufEcient, not to over-
** pleafure*." whelm, but ftimulate the nerves;

Now, to apply this principle to and, by a certain mild irritation, to

tht phyjical cauj}, ox animal mechan- produce that agreeable convulfion

7/m of laughter. The flight ble- called laughter. That irritation is

mifhes, imperfedlionsor milchances, the immediate caufe of laughter is

the fmall deviations from order, evident, from involuntary laughter

fymmetry and decorum, that are the being produced hy tickling, which

fubjefls of ridicule, and excite plea- can only operate by irritating the

Jure through the medium o{ contempt, nerves. That the irritation, in the

refting in qualities, adlions or things cafe qI mirth, proceeds from an ex-

in themfelves //^/j'/ and /r/i.v.3/ (they traordinary afflux of humours may
could not elfe be the objedts of be inferred from this, that violent

contempt) have fmall momentum, ei- and long continued laughter is al-

ther with refped to individual pre- ways attended by an evacuation of

fervation or foetal happinefs, and of humours in the form of tears. That
courfe excite no very w\o\<int emotion the emotion of the mind, of which

of the mind : While the ftronger laughter is an expreflion, does ac-

paflions, love, fear and anger, wake, tually produce fome relaxation of

and range abroad, to guard the ex- the frame, and that the nerves arc

iftence of man, to continue his fpe- indeed irritated, may fairly be col-

cies, or conneil ii'..:i in leagues of le£led from our experience, that in-

civil union ; the lighter feelings, voluntary laughter is incident to

like mirth for inllance, enliven and hyfterical patients, in whom the

embellifli familiar intercourfe with nerves being weak and irritable, aa
fportlve charms and fugitive graces

;

uneven and interrupted fecretion is

or polilh and correal it with minute produced by their wcaknefs, and
decencies and mutual obfervances. perpetually afiails their irritability.

Where the mind is but flightly af- That laughter, when exprefllve of

ft^ed, no great da^gxQtoi relaxation pleafure, exprefles but a pleafure of

is induced. The due fecretion of a faint and fubordinate kind, is ma-
the humours is but little difturbed, nifeft from its taking place fo early

^nd no very violent accefs oi animal jn young children. It is obfcrvable

* pflay on Sublbue, p. 163, § oYi d:e phyfical cawfe of love,

that
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that infants not many days born

laugh
J

they even laugh in their

fleep long before they are fufceptible

of mirth or forrow, even before they

begin to flied tears. In that early

llage, before the nerves have gained

their tone, or the organs learned

their ufe ; before the creature pays

any attention to external things,

laughter feems to be its uniform, in-

deed its only exprefiion of pleafure

or delight, from whatever caufe.

That pleafure mull be merely ani-

mal, and if we confider the dulnefs

and imperfeftion of the child's per-

ceptions, we may well fuppofe it to

be of a very faint and lubordinate

kind, perhaps produced by fome

external caufe, that mildly irritates,

and ftimulates his nerves.

I proceed now to trace out the

fources of the ridiculous ; and I

think all its objects, various as they

feem to be at firft glance, may be

found in one or other of the follow-

ing clafles

:

Firft. Thofe actions and geftures

of the brute creation, which imitate

the adions and gellures of man.

Here the refemblance leads to a

comparifon withourfelves, the com-

parifon produces a fenfe of compa-

rative fuperiority, that fenfe of fu-

periority a triumph, and that tri-

umph is expre (Ted by laughter. Thefe

imperfeft and grotefque imitations,

by the brute creation, are a fort of

pradical caricatures of human ac-

tions ; or, as Mr. Addifon very

juftly exprefles it, the adlions of

beafts, which move our laughter,

bear a refemblance to a human blun-

der. This fource of the ridiculous

is but fcanty, and the pleafure de-

rived from it of a fubordinate de-

gree. The inferior creatures that

imitate man are not numerous ; and
the human aflions, which they are

competent to mimic, are but few.

The refemblance is generally re-

mote, often rather fanciful than real;

and, as the diftance is fo wide, and
the inferiority fo palpable, the com-
parative triumph, and the pleafure

refulting from it, will be propor-

tionably fmall.

Secondly, Slight corporeal ble-

miflies and defeds are the next fource

of the ridiculous, to which we are led

by an eafy tranfnion from the for-

mer ; Cicero himfelf tells us

—

ejl

etiam deformitatis iff corporis 'vicio-

rumfaiis bclla 7nateries adjocandum ;

but this muft be taken with the re-

ftriftion I have already mentioned,

that the defeds and blemifhes muft

not prevent the perfon from enjoy-

ing the pleafures, or performing

the fundions of life. They muft

not include the fuppcfition of caufing

pain ; they muft not be ghaftly or

ofFenfive to the fight ; for in fuch

cafes they would caufe in us not

mirth, but pity, difguft, or aver-

fion*. To this clafs we may refer

caricatures, and other burlefque

paintings, and n>t:ny dramatic cha-

rafters where much of the pleafan-

try is drawn from the corporeal pe-

culiarities of the perfonage intro-

duced ; as, for inllance, the Fal-

ftafF and Bardolph of Shakefpear,

the Corbacchio of Ben Jonfon.

Thirdly. Unforefeen difafters or

mifchances, which are no way tra-

gical, nor of a ferious nature ; as.

* I know not whether I ftiould refer to this or the forecroing head, that mirth

which nrifes from tracing out fome refemblance to the brute creation in the torm

and lineaments cf man j and from feeing or hearing human creatures imitate the

motions, noifesj and other adioiis of brutes.

for
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for inftance, (hould a beau dieft out

for an affembly fall in the dirt, or

a blaft of wind hurry away a fine

lady's cap and artificial trefles : here

the accident excites our triumph,

by a mifchance from which we are

exempt ; and there is no collateral

afFefting circumllance to call in the

graver emotions of humanity, and

check the rifing contempt. Under
this head we may include practical

jokes, a never-failing fource of

merriment among the vulgar ; lu-

dicrous paintings, like the Em-aged

Mujiciatiy Hi?its for bad Horjemen,

and other produftions of Hogarth *,

and his fchool ; and moft of the

laughable fituations and comic in-

cidents in dramatic and other hu-

morous writings.

Fourthly. The laft and principal

fource of the ridiculous, is an in-

congruity or inconfillency in the

words and adions, and as far as

they can be traced or are notified to

us, in the thoughts of men. This

fund of ridicule is by far the moft

copious, from the infinite diverfity

of objedts which it comprehends
;

and it excites a fpecies of mirth

more refined and pointed, becaufe

the triumph being over man himfelf,

in fomething peculiar to him as fuch,

is more full and complete than that

over the brute creation, or man vviih

refpeft to external accidents ; and

in this we recognize the admirable

contrivance of Providence. For this

is the branch of ridicule which has

the moft important influence on the

conduft of lile and nianners, and
therefore it is deltined to afFedt us

the moft forcibly. This laft Iburce

of the ridiculous may be fubdivided

into feveral members. I do not

propofe the following diftribution

as ftridly logical and fcientific, but
it may ferve well enough to explain
the fubjedl.

Firft. Incongruity between the
words, aftions, or (entiments of a
perfon, and his phyfical fituation ;

that is to fay, his corporeal acci-

dents of youth, age, beauty, defor-
mity, ftrength, weaknefs, ficknefs,

health. When a very young man,
for inftance, talks in a ftyle of dog-
matical gravity ; when an old de-
crepid wretch conceals his years,
and boaftsof his youth and vigour;
when a ftrong Herculean lellow
alTumes the drefs of a petit- maitre,
and afFefts to lifp and amble ; or
fome diminutive and feminine form
would, with the military garb, put
on the menacing brow and martial
ftride ; all thefe abortive attempts
to aflume a quality which the perfon
does not poflefs, are as fair fubje^tts

of laughter as a monkey when he
iraperfeftly mimics the adions of
man. The incongruity ftriking us

excites the idea of relative imper-
fe£lion ; the fenfe of our own fupe-
riority, in this inftance, produces an
inward triumph, and this triumph
is exprefled by laughter.

But here it may be objedled, and
I fhall once for all anfwer the ob-
jedion, that laughter is fometimes
produced where no idea of relative

inferiority is impreflcd, no triumph
excited. In fupport of this objec-
tion we are referred to the inftances

of witty drolls and facetious per-
fons, who, though capable of adding

with the utmoft decorum and accu-
racy, fall into voIunt.Tty blunders
and ftudied folccifms, merely to en-
tertain their companions j and of

* I cannot mention the name of that excellent fatirift ar.d moral painter with-
out exprefling my admiration of his (kill in dcptfling life and m;mners.

performer?
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performers on the ftage, who reprc-

ient clowns, and other low and ab-

iurJ chnrafters. To this I reply,

that both the jeftcr and the player

exhibit to us a fiiflinous charadler ;

we laugh rather with them than at

them ; not at what they really are,

bu: at what they would feem to be ;

the firlt emotion excited by blanders

and improprieties is contempt : this

is the imnreffion of the moment ; it

is not unnl afterwards, and on re-

Hcdlion, that we perceive the imper-

fedion or abfurdity to be merely af-

fedted, and that the jefter plays the

fool or the biunGcrer .'.;r bis own and

our ainufemeat. We ^.e moved to

laughter in precifely the fame man-
ner by the real blunders and grof-

ficrte of a country bumpkin, and by

'the reprefentation of a Ikilful adtor,

ivho exhibits luch a charader on the

Aage ; in the firft feelings there is

no diflerence whaifoever, but this is

the illufion of the drama ; in the

fequel, and on refleition, we defpife

the abfurdity and ignorance of the

clown, and admire the (kill and ad-

drefs of the player. So that th«

ivhole argument turns on the over-

Joolcing a circumlhmce very obvious

to be feen, namely, that affefted

imperfedion or incongruity excites

only a tranfient and momentary

contempt, wheieas a umilar emotion

of a permanent duration is excited

by that which is real. In fhort,

^vhether we laugh or weep at the

drama, our emotion is excited, not

by the real, but affumed perfon and

charader of the ador before us ; and

the affetled blunderer in company

is, in that inftance, an ador ; and

on the fame principles we may ex-

plain the efFeds o: irony. Where a

perfon feems to poffefs an cpiuion,

or affert a fad the very contrary of

y,Iiat he means to eftablllh j this is

a fort of intelledual ading, or play,

ing a feigned charader. We dif-

tjnguifh in a moment between the
real and cffedual aflertion or opinion
of the perfon.

Secondly. Licorgruiiy between
the manner of fpeaking, ading, and
thinking, and the civil or political

fituation of the perfon ; a depar-

ture from the decorums of charader
and propriety of ading conformable

to rank and ilation ; as if a grave
perfonage, a flatefman, or philofo-

pher, fltould be difcovered riding on
a hobby-horfe ; or a great monarch
be furprizcd at the unkingly pallime

of playing taw, or catching flies.

Yet even luch mean and ridiculous

adions as thefe (which confirms the

preceding theory) may be qualified

and ennobled by collateral circum-

ftances. Socrates was net afliamed

to be caught in fome iuch fituation
;

nor would it degrade even a mo-
narch, in the eye of wifdom, fhould

he be found, in a moment of pater-

nal tendernefs, playing at taw a-

mong his children.

Under the foregoing head we may-

include fuch charaders as the Parfon

Trulliber of Fielding, the ambi-
tious cobler mentioned in the Spec*

tator, who contrived to gratify his

pride by framing the figure of a

beau in wood, who kneeled before

him in a fuppliaut poilure ; female'

pedants, and fmall politicians.

From this fund of the ridiculous are

derived the mcc.k heroic or parody^

and the low burlefque. The 7nock

heroic repreients mean agenf^, and
low charaders fpeaking the language

which common ufe has appropriated

to the auguft and exalted; par^.-ly

applies the very identical cxprelTions

which had been employed on fome

great and folemn occafion, and by

an exalted and dignified perfonage,

to
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to fome vulgar and little incident.

The low burlefque, on the contrary,

reprefents exalted perlonages en-

gaged in mean purfuits (as, for in-

ftance. Dido building an hsitfe of
eafe ) and ufmg the dialeft of the

rabble. It is remarkable that thcfe

two fpecies of compofuion, ahhoagh
they feem to differ fo widely in their

genius, produce their efFeft, langh-

ur, by the very fame fort of incon-

gruity.

Thirdly. A departure from the

manners, language, and culloms of

the age and country, or even of our

own peculiar clafs in life, profeffion,

or province. The rude and vulgar

every where are difpofed to laugh

at the peculiar habits and culloms

of foreigners ; and even the polite

and liberal, who have learned from
an extenfive commerce with the

world the precept of Horace, nil

admirari, could fcarce reflrain their

mirth were they to fee a modern
Engliftiman dreft in the rulF of

Queen Elizabeth's day, and hear him
talk in the dialedt of Spenfer, v/ith

his antiquated words, eftjoons, yclept

and vjbiloine. Every nation has that

d'egreeof predileftionfor itsovvn cuf-

toms and manners, that it fuppofea

a departure or variance from tliem to

be an in (lance of inferiority, and

to fliow a want of refiiiement or of

underilanding. The difference of

garb is found to have a Itriking ef-

left on the human mind; even in

the fame country and nation, the

refpedl which individuals pay to each

other is, in fome degree, regulated

by an attention to drcfi ; the mu-
tual contempt and antipathy which
ibmetimei (ublill between nation and
nation, are very much fupported and
kept alive by the difFerence of ha-

biliment. Under this nead we may
clafs the travelled coxcomb and fop

who affeiSts to renounce the garb,

language, and manners of his own
country ; and fcenes of low humour,
that turn on national peculiarities

and prejudices; orprofeflionai modes
of thinking or fpcaking, as the cha-

racters of Frenchmt^n, Teagues,
failors, lawyers, fo freouent in come-
dy ; and on this principle it is that

the funple reprefentaiion of hum-
ble life fometimes excites mirth.

Fourthly. A difparity betweea

paflions and their objects, between
means and their eiids, which (land

forth in human life, and excite con-

tempt under the denomination and
form of foibles and abfurd opinions.

It were endlefs to adduce examples

of thefe, they are multiform and
various as the purfuits and adions

of man; fuffice it to fav, that every

pallion, when carried to excels, im-
prelfes us with the idea of incon-

gruity, and confequently of relative

imperfection ; and fo does cverv

palpable difproportion between the

end and the means, on which fide

foever the deficiency or inferiority

falls, and will excite laughter by
contempt; provided, however, that

there is nothing of ferious afflidion

to the agent himfelf, or fenous da-

mage or danger to other perfons,

which may call forth emotions of a

more vigorous character and a deep-

er hue.

Were I to fearch for a portrait

which at once combines in itfelf,

and illuilrates all the different fo^ms

of the ridiculous abovementionea,

I fiiould inftance that of Don Quix-
ote ; his words and adions do not

accord with his phyfical fuuation,

for with his fingle arm he would
rout armies and overthrow giants

;

nor with his civil and political ex-
igence, for he pretends to overthrow

empires, diilnbate kingdom?, and
confer
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confer titles and honours. His drefs,

his arms, his notions, his phrafeo-

logy, are not of the country or age

in which he lives ; his pallions, love

and honour, for inftance, are in ex-

cefs, and their objeds mean and

contemptible ; the ends he propofes

are extravagant, and the means he

employs are infufficient; all thefe

form fuch a tiflue cf incongruity,

unqualified by any tragical circum-

rtance or incident, as is truly comic

;

and they are heightened by llight

corporeal defcds, and called out and

illuftrated in a variety of crofs ad-

ventures and petty misfortunes.

For the fake of perfpicuity J (hall

rank blunders in speaking
AND ACTING in a diftindl clafs of

the ridiculous, being the fifth, of

what I fhould call the intrinfically

ridiculous, or incongruity in the

words, aftions, or thoughts of men.

Yet this is but a baftard clafs ; for

it will appear, on examination of

every individual circumftance be-

longing to it, that they may be re-

ferred to one or other of thofe pre-

ceding.

Though I have hitherto confidered

and treated the fources of the ridi-

culous, as if ridicule were fomething

ilable and certain, nothing in fadt

can be more variable and fluctuating

in its nature. Things appear ridi-

culous or not according to the edu-

cation, ccurfe of life, conftitution,

and temper of the obferver, which

vary his notions of propriety, per-

feflion, and order, on the one

hand, and of indecorum, defeft, and

incongruity, on the other. Virtue,

religion, truth, honour, every thing

ferious and venerable, have and

daily do become fubjcdts of ridicule

among certain unhappy claiTes of

men. The vulgar will laugh at

many coarfejeftb and indelicate al-

lufions, while perfons of a more
happy education and refined tafte

will be fhockedat fuch mirth, as in-

human and indecent. One maa
may receive as facetious obferva-

tions, what would offend his neigh-

bour as daring impieties ; but

wherever a laugh is produced, it

invariably proceeds from the con-

fcious triumph of felf-fuperiority,

either real or imaginary.

The variable nature of ridicule

may ferve to convince us that ridi~

cule cannot be the teji of truth ; a

tf.fi fhould be independent and fub-

ftantive ; ridicule depends in a great

meafure on the temper and difpofi-

tion, the education, endowments,

acquifitions, habits, and purfuits of
the obferver ; truth is univerfal and
invariable ; but were ridicule the

iefi of truth, the fame identical pro-

pofitions would be true to one man
andfal/e to another.

Mr. Bro-ivn,'m his elTays on Shaft/-

bury, has laboured, and at fome
length, to ftiow that ridicule cannot

be the tefi of truth, becaufe it is a

mode of eloquence tending to affect

and agitate the mind ; as much a

mode of eloquence as the sAsEtvoy,

the pitiable or pathetic ; and his

reafoning is conclufive ; bat this

point may be demonftrated in a few

words, and I think with a mathema-
tical ftridlnefs. Ridicule cannot be the

tefi of truth, fisr being a branch or

mode of the imitative arts, it pre-

ients, as that name imports, a pic-

ture of fome objed, and cannot be

the criterion of that of which it is

only the reprefentation. zdly. The
ridiculous not only con fills in the re-

prefentation of a pidure, but it is

a fingle pofitive pifture ; there is no

relative view, no collation of two

objetts ; but to the exillence oi truth

or faljcbood, the collation of two

obje<5ls
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objefts is neceflary. 3dly, The
perception of ridicule is inftanta-

neous, the perception of truth or

falfehood is a progrcflive operation

of the mind. A propofition muft

be formed ; the fubjeft and predi-

cate of this propofuion mjrtbe com-

pared, and from this compariibn the

underftanding colleifts their agree-

ment or difagreement. This pro-

greflion takes place even in propo-

rtions called intuiti've, that is to lay,

where the truth or falfehood is per-

ceived without the intervention of

proofs or means. Now, if ridicule

were the telt of truth, the percep-

tion of the ridiculous, and the per-

ception o^ falfehood, would be one

and the fame, and would in every

cafe be not progrejf-ve but injlanta-

Jiecus."

Account of a Vifit paid by Monf.

Savary to Ifmael Aga, a Turk of

Confeqr.ence in the Ijland of Can-
dia, antiently Crete.

—

From M.
Savary 's Letters on Greece.

ToM. L. M.

I
AM now going to introduce you.

Madam, to one of the moft a-

miable Turks in the illand, nor can

I fuppofe you will be difpleafed with

your new acquaintance. Ifmael

Aga, one of the wealthieft land

proprietors in Canea*, is a man of

about feventy years of age, of a ma-
jeftic ftature, a fine face, and Hill

exhibits in his features the marks of

ftrength and vigour. He has had

the command of feveral of the

Grand Signior's caravelles, and
pafl'ed fome time at Venice ; he has

travelled through Egypt, and vifited.

according to the religious cuftom of

the Mahometans, the tomb of his

Prophet. Kis travels have entirely

diverted him of that pride, with

which ignorance, and the prejudices

of their religion, inlpire the Turks,
nor does he, like them, defpife

Grangers ; but, on the contrary,

takes pleafure in, and courts their

fociety. Having invited us to fpend

ibme time at his country-houfe, he
fent horfes for us, and ordered his

fons to (hew us the way. We ac-

cordingly fet out from Canea at

eight in the morning, crofTed that

beautiful part of the country cover-

ed with olive-trees, which extends

to the foot of the White Mountains,

and having rode through the whole
length of the delightful plain of
myrtles, arrived about noon at his

houfe, fituated a league beyond it,

on the declivity of a hill. Ifmael

received us with friendlhip, but

without any of thofe demonrtrations

of joy and pleafure which ceremony
lavifhes in other countries. You
are welcome, faid he, with an air

of cool fatisfaftion ; and immedi-
ately conducted us to the place of
entertainment.

The heavens were clear and fe.

rene, but the atmofphere was heated

by a burning fun, to which v/e had
been four hours expofed : nothing

could now be fo defirable to us as

coolnefs ; and our wifhes were am-
ply gratified. The table was fpread

in the garden, under the fhade of
orange- trees. Six of thefe beauti-

ful trees, planted in a circle, united

their branches, which had never

been mutilated by the fheers, and
formed over our heads a roof im-
penetrable to the rays of the fun.

in the middle of a very hot day.

• The antient Cydon.

we
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we enjoyed, in this arbour, which

nature had ib profulely embelliflied,

a delicious cooluels. On every fide,

Howers hung in garlands over the

guefts, and iornied a crown for

each. The briglunefs of their co-

lours, their exquiiite odours, the

beauty of the foliage, geiuiy agi-

tated by the zephyr, every thing

confpired to make us imagine our-

felves fuddenly tranfported to feme

enchanted grove. To coniplevc the

whole, a beautiful dream, which

delcended from the adjoining hills,

paffcd under the table, and contri-

buted to preferve the pleafamnefs

and coolnefs ofour arbour; on each

lide of us we beheld ic gliding over

a golden fand, and winding its cryf-

tal ftreara through the garden, in

which a great number of fniall ca-

nals had been dug to convey its wa-

ters to the orange, the pomegranate,

and almond trees, which repaid the

moifture they received with interelc,

in flowers and fruits.

The table was now ferved ; the

Aga had endeavoured to provide

for us fuitable to our talles ; we were

prefented with all the utenfib com-

mon in France ; and our hoilhimfelf

conformed to all our cultoms. Know-
ing that we were ufed to take ioup,

he fapplied us with a great difh of

roaft-meats covered with a delicious

jelly. Round this were bartavelies

almoil as large as our hens, and with

zfumct which excited the appetite:

there were befide excellent quails,

a tender and delicate lamb, and

hafhed-meat drefled with rice, and

perfeftly well fealoned. The wine

correfponded with the excellence of
the rell of our entertainment ; we
were ferved with njin de loi *, malm-
fey of mount Ida, and a fort of per-

fumed red wine, equally agreeable

to the fmell and the taile. Our good
patriarch, wifhing to imitate his

guefts, and take his glafs in defi-

ance of the prophet, had fent away
his fervants, and his children. Lay-
ing afidc the Turkilh gravity, which

never condefcends to imile, he chat-

ted with much vivacity, and fre-

quently aftoniihed us by the pene-

tration of his underftanding, the

aptnefs of his replies, and the juft-

nefs of his ideas. When the diihes

were removed, we were prefented

with Moka coffee, and pipes. Do
not be too much fhocked. Madam,
the pipes made ufe of here are of

jafmine, and the part applied to the

mouth, of amber ; their enormous
length entirely takes away the pun-
gency of the tobacco, v/liich, in Tur-
key, however, is mild ; and, being

mixed with the wood of aloes, pro*

duces a vapour neither difagreeable

nor incommodious, as in other coun-
tries.

We repofed ourfelves agreeably

under the Ihade, and enjoyed the

delicious fragrance of the orange
flowers ; our hoft was extremely fe-

cial, a.nd took "the lead in the con-

verfation. Jvlo offer was here made
to Ihine, by thofe fl allies we call

wit, to ornament fplendid nothings

in gaudy colours, or to diffcmiriate

.agreeable fcandal. To attempt this

would only have been to lofe time^

Ifmael would have uaderllood no-

* The v.'ine made by the Jews Is called 'vin de lot, or wine of the law, and Js

litrlt known in France; it is rather bitter, but leaves an agreeable flavour in the

mouth, and excites a gentle warmth in the ftoinach.

The malmfey of movyit Ida is .Taore uniSluous, more agreeable to the palate, and

not lef? fragrant.

8 - thing
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tiling of our jargon. We were ob-

Jiged to content ourfclvcs with lif-

tening to folid obfervations, and re-

turning anfwers according to the

diftates of reafon, and found fenfe.

As foon a« the great heat was over,

lie called his fons, and ordered them
to attend us on a fliooting party

;

we defcended into a plain where we
found plenty of quails, and had the

plcafurs of killing many without fa-

tigue. The darknefs, which now
advanced over the hills, brought us

back to the houfe ; and, as the

rights at this feafon are as clear and

line as the days are beauLifuI, we
fupped in the arbour of orange-trees.

Rarely do we enjoy this luxury in

I-'rance j the night air has always a

degree of chilnefs that makes us

fhudder, or a copious dew falls in-

jurious to healtii. In Crete, dur-

ing the fummer, you are not ex-

pofed to thefe inconveniencics,

which, though trifling, interrupt the

enjoyment of the company. The
iky was without a cloud, the cool-

nefs agreeable, and the air fo calm,

as fcarely to difturb the light of

four large wax-tapers, which illu-

mined the foliage in a thoafand dif-

ferent ways, and the varied rcilec-

tions of which produced lights and
Ihades of an admirable effect. Here
the leaves Hione upon, aflfumcd a

brilliant yellow, and there a deep

verdure, while in ibme places the

whitenefs of the flowers fufpendcd

an feftoons, was heightened by a

golden ground ; further on, the

opening of two leaves left a paflage

for the refpendcnce of a ilar, which
fparkled like the diamond. The
condenfation of the air had collefted

the fragrant perfumes of the flow-

ers and rtirubs, and every fenfe was
delighted. The luminous corufca-

tions which played upon the foliage.

Vol, XXXI.

OUS ESSAYS. 14,5

and the contrafi: of light and {h":de,

which continually varied its form

and colours, produced a fcenery {o

delightful, that this flowery canopy
extended over our heads appeared

to me more beautiful by night,

than amid the fplendor of day.

Perhaps, too, the delicacy of our

good cheer, the excellence of the

wine, and the novelty of the deco-

rations, might give new vigour to

imagination, and that enchantrefs

might take a delight in flill fur-

ther embellifliing fo voluptuous an
abode.

The Turks do not rcferve in their

houfes fcparate apartments for every

perfon of the family; the wo-
men only have diftinct chambers

;

the men fleep together in fpacious

halls, on matraffes fpread on the

carpetting, and provided with fliects

and a blanket. Agreeable to this

ancient cullom, ftill obierved by the

orientals, we were fhewn into a
large room, round which our beds
were placed upon tha ground.
Only two centuries ago, it was
ufual, even in France, for the whole
family to pafs the night in the fame
apartment ; fince that time, our
manners have undergone a great
change ; they have infinitely more
delicacy and convenience, nay, per-

haps decency ; but are thv^y moie
ibcial ?

The day had fcarccly begun to

break, when the fervants came to

awaken us ; for the Mahometans
rife with the dawn, to repeat the
morning prayer, and to enjoy the
firft rays of the fun, and the deli-

cious coolncii difful'ed throughou:
the atr. Wh^-n we came down from
our chamber, breakfafl was waiting
for us ; we drank moka, fmoaked
the odoiifcrous tobacco of Latakia,
and, acccmpanieJ by the fons cf the

L" Aga,
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Aga, and two game-keepers, made
an excu'ihon to flioot partridges. I

have only feen one fpecies of that

bird in this ifiand ; the bartavelle,

which inhabits the mountains, where
it multiplies proiigioufly ; its co-

lours are more lively, and it is much
larger than our red partridge, and
excellently well taited : we found

innumerable coveys of thefe birds

on all the hills. Our morning was
fatiguing, but very fuccefsful. Fre-

quently, after flraying over emj-
nences covered with briars, we de-

fcend'd into a valley overfpread with

myrtles and laurel rofes. The game
retires into fuch places during the

violent heat of the fun, and we
fprung partridges, quails, and hares,

horn the midil ot thefe flowery

thickets.

Oil our return' to the Aga's, air

excellent dinner, the malmfey of

mount Ida, and our delightful ar-

bour, made us forget all cur fatigues.

His women paid us a gallant atten-

tion, by the prefent of a krge cake
made with their own hands ; it was
compofedof Hour, perfumed honey,

frefn almonds, and pounded pilla-

chio-nuts, mixed with a little rofe-

water : this paftry was very ligiit,

and we aU ailowed it to be excel-

knt.

During the whole time we paffed

at the feat of Ifmacl Aga, we ex-

perienced from him nothing but the

utmoll: polite nefs ; he made us no

grsat compliments, but he ftudied

our taftes ; and we were fure of find-

ing on our table the dilhes to which
v.e feemed to give a preference.

One morriing, riiiug before my com-
panions, and walkj-ng among the

neighbouring orchards, I perceived

this venerable muflulman ftauding

near a fountain contiguous to the

houfe : he was walhing his face and
hands, and chaunting the firlt chap-

ter of the Koran, that is to fay, ontj

of the lineil hymns ever addrelleii

by man to the Supreme Being*,
He feemed entirely abforbed in tha

adoration he was paying to his Cre-

ator ; and I conceived a favourable

opinion of a man, who fulfilled,

with fo much dignity, the firft of all

du<ties.

This Turkifh nobleman pofiefiej

feveral other country-houfes. That
to which we were invited he only

occupies in the fpring, for ha

pafles the violent heat of the fummer
in a charming retreat, fituatcd a-

mong the mountains. There, while

the fan fcorches up the plain, and
the whole atmofpl>ere feems on fire,

he enjoys a delicious temperature ;

and b».'holds the country round hhn
clad in verdare, and covered v.dth

fiowers and fruits.

Such, Madam, is the life led by
th(; rich Mahometans in Candia

:

they paf« three-fourths of the year on
thei-r ellates, and repair in winter to

the towns, to fell the fuperfluity of

their produce ; the oil, which they

make in great quantities, the wax,

the wine, and the wool of their

flocks, procure tli€ra very corifidera-

ble wealth. Content with their pofl'ef-

fions, they aipire after none ofthofe

pnbli; employments which might
endanger their fafety, but fee them^

without envy, in the poffcirion of

ilrangers. Uncontrolled monarchs

on their own ellates, they command
and receive impli'tit obedience^

* The chapter called the Intrcdafiioitj which fervfis in fa6l as a preface to the

Koran: it breithes that fuhlimity, tlvat ancient iunplicity, which feein^ lo be the

proper lan^uagf: of man to the Almighty.

PolTefling
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Pofleffing the handfomeft women of

the ifland *, they bring up their nu-

tnerOLis oftspring in the refped tind

fubmiffion due to the chief of the

family. Thefe Mahometans, en-

joying without pain, anxiety; or

ambition, all the bounties offered

them by nature, pafs their days in

tranquillity and happinefs, and re-

tain, even in a very advanced age,

almoft unimpaired good health.

I fhall long remember, Madam,
the agreeable hours 1 fpent at the

country-feat of Ifmael Aga ; yet I

muft confefs to you, that, amid the

pleafures I was enjoying, I could

not fupprefs a feeling of regret for

the abfence of the fine aits. To
this, however, the Mahometans are

infenfible; but a Frenchman cannot

but deplore a want fo efTential, in

one of the finell countries in the

world. Were this iflanJ the coun-

try of a polilhed people, how would

it chsnge iis appearance ! How
much more delightful would its gar-

dens become ! What delicious

fhades would the hand of an able

srtiR there form ! How would he

difplay, in brilliant cafcades, thofe

rivulets which rulh naturally frona

the hill-tops ! How conjoin the

fcarlet of the pomegranate-tree with
the white of the orange flower t

How would the myrtle and the

Idurel-rofe then interweave theii!

branches, and their bloHoms, and
the charming lilac vary the beaute-
ous mixture ! How would thofe ele-

gant Ihrubs, dilbibuted in clumps,
compofe groves unequalled for tha
fragrance of their riovsers, the va-
riety of their colour?, and the di-
verlifted tints of their foliage. Un-
der thefe fniiling arbours, tl:e poeC
would feel himlelf infpired by the

Mufes, breaiher.:pt.irc^s llrains dic-

tated by the Graces, and chaunt
hymns to Love. Amid fuch won-
drous natural beauties, letters would
flourilh as in the days of Anacreon,
whofe brow was perpetually crowned
with rofes. Pardon me, Mada.-n,

if I thus yield to the pleafing dreams
of my imagination : alas ! I fear [

fhall not be able to produce the like

in the foggy atmofphere of the

Seine.

I have the honoar to be, &c"

* The Turl<s are not fcrupulous in their means of obtaining %Vomen : when a
Greek has a pretty daughter, anii has the misfortune to let her go out of the houis
alone, that moment they cai-ry her oiF, and many her. They do not force I'.cr to

renounce l-.er religion, if (he appears much attached to it; bu; all the children are
Mahometans. I faw at Canea a handfome Greek girl, who had heen carried off

in this manner from her family. At her hullTand'i death, ihe refrnei to her rela-

tions j but her children wa^e rauffuhnen, and Ihe was obliged tofepaiate fi-om them.

L« POETHy.
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POETRY.
ODE o» His MAJESTY'S B I RTH-D A Y, Ju»e ^tb, 17S9,

By T. War TON, E/j. Poet-Laureate

I.

AS when the demon of the fumroer-ftorm

Walks forth, the noontide landfcape to defcririj

Dark grows the vale, and dark the diflaat grove.
And thick the bolts of angry Jove
Athwart the watery welkin glide.

And {Ireams th' aerial torrent far and wide :

If by fnort fits the ftruggling ray

Should dart a momentary day,

Th' illumin'd mountain glows awhile.

By faint degrees the radiant glance
Purples th' horizon's pale expanfe.

And gilds the gloom wit.i hally fmile

:

Ah, fickle fmile, too fwiftly paft !

Again refounds the f-. eeping blaft;

With hoarfer din the demon howls.

Again the blackening concave fcowls

!

Sudden, the (hades of the meridian night

Yield to the triumph of rekindling light

:

The reddening fun regains his golden fway.

And Nature Hands reveal'd in all her bright array,

II.

Such wa? the changeful conflift that pofTeft

With trembling tumult every Britifh breafl

;

When Albion, towering in the van fublime

Qi Glory's march, from clime to clirae

Envied, belov'd, rever'd, renown'd.

Her brows with every blifsful chaplet bound;
When, in her mid career of ftate.

She felt her Monarch's aweful fate !

Till Mercy from th' Almighty throne

Look'd down on man, and, waving wide
Her wreath, that, in the rainbow dyed.

With buss of foftea'd luftre flione.

Afij
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And bending from her fapphire cloud.

O'er regal grief benignant bow'd;
To tranfport turn'd a people's fears.

And ftay'd a people's tide of tears

:

Bade this bleft d:iwn with beams aufpicious fpring.

With hope ferene, with healing in its wing

;

And gave a Sovereign o'er a grateful land

Again with vigorous grafp to ftretch the fcepter'd hand.

III.

O favour'd King, what rapture more refin'd,

Wiiat mightier joy, can fill the human mind.
Than that the Monarch's confcious bofom feels.

At whofe dread throne a Nation kneels.

And hails its Father, Friend, and Lord,
To life's career, to patriot fway, reftor'd ;

And bids the loud refponlive voice

Of union all around rejoice ?

For thus to thee when Britons bow.
Warm and fpontaneous from the heart.

As late their tears, their tranfports ftart.

And Nature didlates Duty's vow.

To thee, recall'd to facred health.

Did the proud City's lavilh wealth.

Did crowded ftreets alone difplay

The long-drawn blall, the feftal ray ?

Meeh Poverty her fcanty cottage grac'd.

And fiuna; her gleam acrofs the lonely wade!
Th' exulting ifle in one wide triumph drove.

One focial facrifice of reverential love.

IV.
Such pure unprompted praife do kingdoms pay.

Such wilHng zeal, to thrones of lawlefs fway ?

Ah ! how unlike the vain, the venal lore

To Latian rulers dealt of yore.

O'er guilty pomp, and liated power.
When ftream'd the fparkling panegyrick (howcr;
And flaves, to fovcreigns unindear'd.

Their pageant trophies coldly rear'd !

For are the charities, that blend

Monarch with mm", to tyrants known?
The tender tics, that to the throne

A mild domeftic glory lend ?

Of wedded love the league (incere.

The virtuous confort's faithful tear !—
Nor this the verlc that Flattery bringi".

Nor here I ftrike a Syren's llrings

:

L 3 Here,
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Here, kindling with her country's warmth, the Mufa
Her country's proud triumphant theme purfues

:

Ev'n needlels here the tribute of her lay :-^

Albion the garland gives—on this diftinguifli'd day.

PROLOGUE, Irf tbi Author, to False Appearancps»

q Comedy y alteredfrom the French,

Spoken by Mr. Wroughtow.

LAUNCH'D on the horom of the gentle tide,

Witli friendly hands its eafy courfe to guide;
With gilded tackling, and with iilken fail,

To cutcli of kind applaufe the flatt'ring gale;

Say, what ftrange frenzy in the Poet's brain,

Urg'd his frail bark to tempt the llormy main,

(Far from the kindly fafe protecting (hore)

Where the winds whillle and the tempells roar?

With fuch a cargo too, fuch motley llufF!

For 'cis a ilrange alTirtment, fure enough.

Some profe, feme verfp, fome merry, and feme fad ;

Some good, we hope ; and, much I doubt, fome bad j

Some old, fome new ; fome Englifh, fome from France,

Tho' not their weeping comedy, nor dance.

An Abbe, too ! a fight you've feldom ieen ;

A parrot cloath'd in black, inftead of green ;

Half church, half lay, half elerk, half militant!

Tho' in a band, the creature will not cant.

He's light too, not o'ercharg'd with cleric lore ;

One good fat parfon would ouiweigh a fcore :

He will not therefore f:nk us by his weight.

And if he mak'^s you laugh, he pays his freight.

We're all aboveboard^-did not mean to Ileal,

But to declare our goods, and fairly deal

;

All in the legal way of importation,

I'ho' there may be fome fmall adulteration.

Some merit yet 's our merchant author's plea.

From Gallic chains he fet his drama *re- ;

Where the car 's wearied with perpetual rhimes.

Like the dull jingle of their clatu'ring chimes ;

Where male and female verfe, with conilant ftrife,

Diag one fad endleis yoke, like man and wife.

Bui let our blame be bou.idtd as it ought.

No general cenfure fuits a fiii^le fault.

How often mix'd in the fame garden throws

The baneful nemlock with fhe fragrant rofc

!

An^j ''is here common fenfe each man relies on.

To chufe ths perfume, and rejedl the poifon.

In
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In fame and honour long their flage has fhin'd,

Corredt in manners, as in cafte refin'd;

We'd not detradl an atom from their praifc,

Biit add the civic to the Mule's bays

:

And Ihould che Genius of thif happy ifle

Oil Gallia's fons at length propitious fmile,

While in each breaft the patriot fpirjt glows.

We'd hail as brothers whom we've met as foes

;

To the fame point their generous ardour tends,

The friends to freedom mutt be Britain's friends,

And may the Sov'reign Power that rules above,'

Unbounded in its wifdom as its love.

To no one nation, no one fpot confin'd,

Extend that bell of blelTings to mankind |

EPILOGUE, hy Lieutenant General BuRGOV^'£.

Spoken hy Mi/s Farren.

(A Looking Glafs hangingfrom her Wriji.)

SOLDIERS turn'd Poets !—that's no mighty wonder;
But, 'llead of tragic battle, death, and thunder.

Our Bard takes Falfe Appearances in hand,

A fubjcft he could never uaderlland.

Peace, then, to efforts in ihefe fcenes difplayM,

J come tp try the world in mafquerade ;

from every borrow'd drefs to ftrip the mind.
And, 'midft dillortions. Nature's image lind.

This wondrous mirror—lock at it with avTe—

•

Is that which Addifon in vifion faw.

When, beaming o'er each fex in age and youth,

The hand of JulHce held the glafs of Truth.
Where it has lain, none knows—rby intercll hid.

In cities dreaded, and in coutts forbid
;

But, with this wreath of fadelefs laurel round it,

Dropt in the Mufe's walk, our Poet found it.

Ye party tribes bleft with fo many faces,

Ve know not which to chufc in certain cafes ;

Or yc with c«r, one ever pregnant fmile.

Proof to all cliaugc.1 of this changeful ille ;

Maids, wives, anJ widows, all are in my power,—
This is no dreaming, vifionary hour;

por by tliis light of confcious lamps I fwear,

'i'hii dear, fwcet gift, ihall ihew me what you are.

Hats oft',—down fans,—no hoodwinks while you're try'd ;

And, Sir, your head not quite lb much afide.

\PJJ'cring to lift up the glafs.

L 4 Come,
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Come, don't be frighten'J, harfhnefs I difclaim :

Soft as the modified ele^ric flame.

This fiibtle influence, tho' 'twould pierce a rock.

Shall play, riot injure,—I'll keep back the fliock.

ISow for it. \_PFa-viKg the glaj's over all the Houfe^

Culprits, you are all detefted !

\^A long paufe.

Upon my word, better than I expefted !

Save one fond pair, caught in a tender oath,

Sigh'd, look'd, return'd, and fell—a fib in both j

Save wedded fkvectlings, mutually fmcere.

Who mean, " My devil!" when they lifp, " My dear;'*

Save certain fmirks to cover peccadillos,

iknd keep all quiet on domeflic pillows.

From high to low, from perriwig to feather.

More honeft folks were never met together.

Yet, hold—rethought I faw,— I vow I've got 'em—

•

O Lord ! how near my eye the glafs has brought 'em-
Two critics, with whole pocket-books of hints

For Falj'e Appearance in to-morrow's prints ;

For bard, ?,nd adlors, comments falfe and true.

To mix with minifters, and buiF and blue.

Well, for the llage there's candour, though there's jeft J

But will your private fatire Hand the tellB

Look to that hint, ere with concentred rays

This burning-gla's fets columns in a blaze.

Wit, whofe clear efience never ftains the paper.

Shall feparate and mount in plealing vapour:

But the black line drawn againlt real merit, /

The coarfe thick virulence of party fpirit

;

The pea envenom'd, and the hand unknown :

Oh, what a fmoke from fulphur, all their own

!

This touches few ; the general point I yield j

For Falfe Appearance Ijritain is no field :

Witnefs this audience, fo well off to-night

;

"Witnefs new audiences whom I invite.

Come for the proof of being what we feem.

And take myjiat for the world's efteem.

Come crowds, and after-crowds, nor dare denial^

On pain of being deem'd afraid of trial

;

Come with true pride, with open boldnefs come|
You'll find me alraoft every night at home.

SONG,
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SONG.
Dr, Glynn, M. D. Fellow of King's College, Camhriefge,

^"^EAZE me no more, nor think I care,

JL Tho' monarchs bow at Kitty's (hrine,

<Dr powdcr'd coxcombs woo the fair.

Since Kitty is no longer mine.

Indiff'rent 'tis alilce ro me.
If my favourite dove be ftole,

Whetlier its dainty feathers be

Piuck'd by the eagle or the owl.

If' not for me its blufhing lips

The rofe-bud opens, what care I

Who the od'rous liquid fips.

The king of bees or butterfly?

Like me, the Indians of Peru,

Rich in mines of golden ore,

Dejedled fee the merchant's crew

Tranfport it to a foreign ihore.

Seeks the flave defpoil'd to know.
Whether his gold, in (hape of lace.

Shine on the coat of birth-day beau.

Or wear the ftamp of George's face
'

SONG.
^Richard Love l a c e .

—

From Specimens of the Early
Englilh Poets,

WHY doll: thou fay I am forfworoj

Since thine I vow'd to be ?

Lady, it is already morn ;

It was laft night I fwore to thee

That fond impoffibiJity.

Yet have I lov'd thee well, and long j

A tedious twelve-hours fpace !

I fhould all other beauties wrong.

And rob thee of a new embrace,

pid I Hill doat upon that face.

I

SONG.
Anonymous .

—

From thefame.

Do confefs thou'rt fmooth and fair.

And I might have been brought to love tbc«

;

Bat
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But that I found the fl'^Thtefr pray'r

Thp.t breath could move, bad power ta move thee;
But I-can leave thee now. alone

As worthy to be lov'd by none,

I do confeii thou'rt Ivveet, but find

Thee lach an unthriit ot thy fwerts.

Thy favours are b u like the wiiid

That kiiTeth every tiiiug it meets.

Then, fmce thou canll w'v.h more than onei
Thou'rt wurth^ to be kils d by none.

The virgin rcle, that untouch'd Hands,

Arm'd with its briers, ho.v Aveet i: fmells !

B'Jt pluck'd and ftrain'd thrrugn ruder hands.

Is fweet no longer with it dwtlls.

I^itfcent and beauty both are gone.

And leaves drop from it one by one.

Such fate, ere long, will thee betide.

When thou haft handled been awhile;

With fear flow'rs to be thrown ailde.

And I fha'] figh, while fome will fmile.

To fee thy love for every one

Hath brought thee to be lov'd by none !

THE IVY.
TT^is tittle Piece is modern, and its being a beautiful Imitation of the eld

Poeti is but the leajl cf its ly'ierits,

HOW yonder ivy courts the oak.

And clips it with a falfe embrace !

So 1 abide a wanton's yoke.

And yield me to a fmiling face.

And both our deaths will prove, I gnefs.

The triumph of unthankiulnefs.

How fain the tree would Iwell its rind !

But, vainly trying, it decays
;

So fares it with my fhackifd mind.
So wades the vigour of my days.

And loon our deeds will prove, 1 guefs.

The triumph of unthankfulnefs.

A lafs, forlorn for lack of grace.

My kindly pity firft did move;
And, in a little moment's fpace.

This pity did engender love.

And now my death mufi; prove, I guefs.

The triumph of unthankfulnefs.

For
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For now fhe rules me with her look.

And round me winds her harlot chain ;

Whilft, by a ftrange enchantment ftruck.

My nobler will recoils in vain.

And foon my death will prove, • I guefs.

The triumph of unthankfulnefs.

But, had the oak denied its fhade.

The weed had trail'd in duft below ;

And {he, had I her luit gainfay'd,

Might llill have pin'd in want and woe:
Now, both our deaths will prove, 1 guefs.

The triumph of unthankfulnefs.

SONG,
Tranjlatedfrom the Greek*, ^i" John Baykes, E/j.

OUAFF with me the purple wine.

And in youthful pleafures join j

With me love the blooming fair.

Crown with me thy flowing hair ;

When fweet ijiadnefs fires my foul.

Thou fhalt raVe withuut controul ;

When I'm fober, fink with me
Into dull fobriety.

SONG,
^ranjlated from Phoenix of Colophon, hy thefame.

fXT'E who to Sorrow's tender tale

\ With pity lend an ear,

A tribute to Corone J bring,

Apollo's favourite care.

Or barley-fheaf, or fait, or bread,

Corone fhall receive.

Or clothes, or wheat—what every one
May beft afford to give.

Who now bring fait, fome future time

Will honey- tombs prepare;

For moft Corone's tafle delights

Such humble homely fare.

* See Athenseu'?.

t Tfiere were among the Greeks, as there are with us, blind men, who begged
from door to door fmging. This is one of their fongs, preferved by Athenaeus.

X The finger ufed to carry a raven on his hand, which he called Corone, (the

Greek name for that bird) and for which he ufTci^led to beg.

Ye
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Ye fervants, open wide the door

—

But hark,—the wealthy lord

Has heard,—his daughter brings the fruit

To grace Corone's board.

Ye gods ! let fuitors come from far.

To win the lovely maid ;

And may fhe gaia a wealthy youth
With every grace array'd !

Soon may flie give an infant fon

To blefs her father's arms.

And place upon her mother's knee
A" daughter full of charms

!

O may flic live to fee her fon

With every honour crown'd ;

Her daughter, beauty's faireft flower,

Belov'd by all around !

While I, where'er my footfleps guide

My darken'd eyes along.

Cheer thofe who give, and who refufe.

With—all I have—a fong.

PROLOGUE, fpoJicn hy Mr. W. Fector, at his Private Theatre

at D0VS.R, Dec, 18, 1787.

Written, im the Occafion of the Performance of the Tragedy of Matilda^ ly

Mr. Pratt.

TO fight, or not to fight ?—that is the queftion ?

The grand debate, and general fuggellion :

Tne martial note of warlike preparation.

Rings an alarum bell throughout the nation :

There 's ammunition in each face you meet.

And fmells of gunpowder in every ftreet

:

The regimental'd and the trowfer'd trains

Already count their conquefts and their gains.

The hardy veteran, now reuor'd to pay.
Again anticipates the glorious fray,

Grafps his good fword, which peace condemn'd to rull.

And fees in yifion fquadrons bite the dull

—

While the brave youth feels all his bofom glow.
Dreams every nlgbt he ruflies on the foe

:

Ev'n beardlefs boys afTume the proud cockade,

JBrandilh their bamboo?, and cry, ** 'who's afraid
V*

In Ihort, fo broad has fpread the martial paifion.

That blue and fcarlet will be all the fafliion.

O I had there been a war. Sirs, ere we play'd.

We would ourfelvcs have join'd the glorious trade

:
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In cafe of proclamation, I bcfpolce——

«

An Epic Prologue, full oi fire znA/tncke :

1 had contraded with the Mufe, io found

The clarion till it echo'd ten miles round.

You Ihould have fecn, although no blood they fpill,

A more than blunderbufs in every quill

:

Here would we pitch our tents, and prove an hoft.

And Fec tor's buflcin'd ht-roes guard the coaft.

To arms ! to arms !—blank verfe and rhyme fhould rattlcj

And every fcene Ibould animate the battle.

The foe fiiould hear us more than half feas over.

And dread our cannonading here at Dover.

As erft in R.ome, the dazzling eagle flood

On the chief's beaver in the Granic flood ;

Upon our helmets fiiould it proudly light.

And our fport emulate the real fight

:

Our little liage a war-office fhould be, "%

Fraught with 'Dramatical Artillery / S
And MajJer of our Ordnance—Nat. Lee. J
While even you, ye fair, in Glory^s cau/e.

Would aid our thunder with your kind applaufc ;

For oh ! in peace or war, in beauty's frown

More terror lies than facking of a town ;

And from your fmiles dart forth fuch conquering powers,—
I feel them m-iv,—the vidory is ours.

EPILOGUE to Matilda ; Written hy Mr. Cobs, Author of ths Firfi

Floor, ISc. iffc.

W
Spoken by Mr, Fector.

HILE, like the clock, the fatirill fo four

Still points his finger to the paffing hour ;

In follies prcfcnt lofcs follies pall.

And fwcars this age much worfe is than the laft :

Why will not fome good-natur'd fouls among ye

Proclaim aloud how much fuch blockheads wrong yc

Improvement now old hobbling Time derides.

And hurries after with gigantic llrides ;

Learn what you will, an advertifing tutor.

Who teaches by the hour, becomes your fuitor.

Why fend a boy for years to fchool and college.

When he pay travel pod the roads of knowledge,

Where the blind tutor gallops, tho' a flianger.

Fader than him whofe eyes defcry his danger?

Should your fon wifh in minuet fiep i' advance.

Twenty-four leflbns teach the boy to dance.

Or, foadnw to *' Comment vous porte'z vcus ?'*

French he may jabber in a day or two.

Th<
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Then as for mufic, half an hour each night,

And he *1I foon play an eafy tune at fight.

Improvement thus improv'd by dijlillaticn,

A week at mod compleais an education.

Would our young hero farther yet proceed,

And thinli it neceflary he fhould read ;

Kind criticifm, with candour long unknown,
(On pocket volumes rais'd her new-made throire)

Essence of Authors daily advertiies,

And fells their beauties at the loweft prices.

Nay, {hould the talk of reading be too greatj

There are " Societies for Free Debate"-^
Where, for a fmgle fixpence, once a week,
You 're taught to read,—at leaft you 're taught to fpeak }

Where the wide range of fubjeds muft admit
A fomething which fhall every fpeaker hit.

The Financier, who, warm with rhet'ric grown.
Pays Britain's debts, but thinks not of his own,
Mourns o'er her treafury, tells how to rtock it.

Speaks but of what he feels—an empty pocket.

Or, fhould debate round to taxation wheel.

There ail muft fpeak of what they all niuft feel.

The City Blood, who rails at the police,

Eeft knows its weaknefs, for he breaks the peace;
Knocks watchmen down, to prove cur laws not right,--

And in the watch-houfe roars reform all night.

—But hold, our Prompter beckons !—could I ftay^

I meant to give the moral of our play ;

To talk oi Ed-ck^lns virtues

—

liloi-car's rage—
And fermonize the follies of the age ;

Then quick as thought digrefs to filks and gauze.

To Rival Theatres, and Monflrous Craws

;

Mix politics with fatire on a gown.
And put in rhyme the news of all the town.

Al! this, aye, and much more, I had to i'ay.

But for this Prompter, whom I mu!i obey ;

Who fwears he will not prompt another time:
So go I muft,-*-adieu ! the fault's not mine.

LINES
Written ^j* Mary ^eett of Scots, on the Lcfs ofherHafoandj Fra:^-cj3 1I.

of France, i»ith an Englijh Tranflation,

From Anecdotes i by M. P. Andrews, Efq,

EN mon trifte & doux chant, TN melting llrains that fweetly flow,

D'un ton fort lamentable, j[ Tun'd to the plaintive notes of woe.
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Je Jette un ceil (ranchant,

J)e perte incomparable,

Ec en foipirs cuifms

PaiTi mes meiileurs ans.

Fuc il un tel malheur,
De dure delHnee,

Ny fi trifte douleur

De Janie fortunee.

Qui mon cceur Sc mon cell

Voix en bierre & ccrcueil ?

Qui, en nron dou priremas,

Ec fieur de ma jeunCiTe,

Toutes Jes ptines fens

D'une extreme triftefTe,

Et en ricn n'ay plaiiir,

Qu'en regret et defir.

Ce qui m'eftolt plaifant

Ores m'eft peine dare,

Le jour le plus luifant,

M'ellnuit noire & obfcivrC,

Et n'ell rien fi exquis.

Qui de moy foic requis.

J'y au ceeur, & a, Tceil,

On portrait & image.

Qui figure mon deuil ;

Ec mon parte vlfage,

I>e violettes teint.

Qui eft I'amoureux te«rt.

Pour mon mal eftranger,

Je ne m'arreile en place ;

Mair, j'en ay beau changer.

Si ma dou-Jeur i'efFace ;

Car mon pis oj mon mieux,

Sont mes plus deferts lieax.

Si en quelqxie fejour,

Soic en bois ou en pree,

Soit pour I'aubc dc jour ;

Ou foic pour la vcfpree.

Sans ccfTt; mon cojur fent,

Le regret d'un ablent.

&i par foi vers ces lieux,^

Vieiw a dreffer ma veiie.

My eyes furvey, with anguifh fraught,

A lofs beyond the reach of thought

:

While pafs away life's fairell years

In heaving fighs and mournful tears.

Did cruel Dcftiny e'er fhed

Such horror ona wretched head ?

Did e'er once happy woman know
So fad a Ccene of heart- felt woe ?

• For ah ! behold on yonder bier

All that my heart and eyes held dear.

Alas ! even in my blooming hours.

Mid op'ning youth's refplendentflow'rJ,

I'm noom'd each cruel pang to fharCj,

Th' extremell forrows of defpair.

Nor other joy nor blifs can prove

Than grief and difappointed love.

The fweet delights of happier days.

New anguifh in my bofom raife

;

Of ihining day, the pureft light

To me is drear and gloomy night

;

Nor is there aught fo good and fair.

As now to claim my ilighteft care.

In my M\ heart and ftreaming eyes^

Portray'd by woe, an image lies.

Which fable robes but faintly fpeak.

Or the pale languor of my cheek.

Pale as the viHet's faded leaf,

The tint of love's defpairing grief.

Perplcx'd by this unwonted pain.

No place my Reps can long detain.

Vet change of fcene no comfort gives.

Where forrow's form for ever lives.

My wnrll, my happicft, ftate of mind.
In folicude alone, I find.

ff chance my Hftlefs footfleps leadj

Thro' fhady groves, or flowery meads.
Whether at dawn of riiicg day.

Or filent evening's fetting ray.

Each grief that abfence can impart,

Inceflant rends my tortur'd heart.

If to the heavens, in rapturous trance,

I haply throw a wii*iul glance'.
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Je doux trait de ces yeux,

{e vois en une niie ;

JSoudain je vois en I'eau,

Comme dans un tombeau.

Si je fuis en repos,

Somraeillant fur ma couche,

J'oye qu'il me ticnt propos,

f e le fens qu'il me touchc

:

Et labeor, en recoy,

Tousjours eft preft de moy.

je ne vois autre objet.

Pour beau qu'il le prefente

/.qui que foit fubjec

Oncques mon cc£ur confente.

Exempt de perfcdion,

A cette affiidlTcn.

Mets, chanfon, icy fin,

A ft trifle complainte,

Dont fera le refrein.

Amour vraye & non feinte

Pour la reparation,

N'aura diminution.

His ^ifionary form I fee,

Pidur'd in orient clouds ; to me.
Sudden it fiies, and he appears,

Drown'd in a wat'ry tomb of tears»

Awhile if balmy {lumbers fpread

Their downy pinions o'er my head,

I touch his hand in fhadowy dreams.

His voice to foothe my fancy feems.

When wak'd by toil, or luli'd by reft.

His image ever fills my breaft.

No other obje£l meets my fight,

Howe'er in robes of beauty dight,

Wlilch to my fad defpairing heart.

One tranfient wifh will e'er impart

;

Exempt t7om that unalter'd woe.

Which this fad breaft muft ever know.

But ceafe my fong—Ceafe to complain

!

And clofe the fadly plaintive ftrain,

I'o which, no artificial tears.

Put love unfeign'd the burthen bear«.

Nor can my forrows e'er decreafe ;

For ah ! his abfence ne'er can ceafe.

On the late AMERICAN V/AR,

P ON a treftle, pig was laid.

And a fad fquealing fure it made.
Kill-pig ftood by with knife and fteel

:

" Lie quiet, can't you ?—Why d' ye fqueal ?

** Have 1 not fed you with my peafe,
*' And now, for trifles fuch as thefe,

" Will you rebel :—Biimful of viiSlua!,

" V/on't you be kill'd a:yl cur'd a little ?'*

To whom thus piggy, in reply :

*' Think'ft thou that I fliail quiet lie,

*' And that for peafe my life I'll barter?"

—

" Then, piggy, you muft fhew your charter;
*• Shew you 're exempted more than others,
*' Elfe go to pet like all your brothers.

—

*' Help, neighbours 1 help !—this pig's fo ftrong,
•' I think I cannot hold him long.
" Help, neighbours ! I can't keep him under !

** Where are you ail r—See, by your blunder,
*' He 's burft his cords !—A brute uncivil,
*' He's gone \^V\\ after—to the devil 1"

EPIGRAM.
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EPIGRAM.
i T^^ ^'°"' ^^'^^ Fanny, t'other day,

JL/ In earneft love me as you fay ?

Or are thofe tender words applied

Alike to fifty girls beiide ?

—Dear, cruel girl, cried I, forbear ;

For by thofe eyes—thofe lips—I iwear

—

—She ftopp'd me as the oath I took.

And cried, you 've fwom—now kifs the book.

EPIGRAM.
Ignolum omne pro magmfico.

AVERSE to pamper'd and high-mettled fteeds.

His own upon chopt ftraw Avaro feeds :

Bred in his ftable, in his paddock born.

What vait ideas they muA have of corn I

Verfes en Mifs Farren'x aBing in Dublin for the Benefit of Per/ons

confinedfor fmall Debts.

i?y 5/r Hercules Langrish, Bart^

THE lovely Farren's tender breaft.

Glowing with generous fympathy,

Afpires to comfort the oppreil

And bid captivity be free.—

Yet ftill her kind exertions fail.

Her charms retraft the boon (he gave.

And whilrt her magic breaks the jail.

Her eyes make every man a flave.

Tranfiaiion of three Hymns, fuppcfed to hn-ve been njuritten by the Greek Poet

D I o N V s 1 u s , andfet to ancient Greek Mufic.—From Dr. B u R n E Y 's Hif-

tory of Mafic.

HYMN to the Mufe Calliope.

OM U S E beJoved, Calliope divine,

r.He firft in rnnk among the tuneful nine.

Guide thou mv hand, and voice, and let my lyre

Re-echo back the notes thy Itrains infpirc.

And tiiou, great leader of the facred band,

Latona's fon, at whr.io fublime command
The fplieres are tun'd, whom g-id and men declare

Sov'reign of fong, propitious hear my pray'r.

Vol. XXXI. M HYMN
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H Y M N /o Apollo.

THROUGH nature's wide domain
Let folemn filence reign ;

Let all the mountains, hills and floods.

The earth, the fea, the winds and woods.
The echoes, and the feather'd throng.

Forbear to move, or tune their fong.

Behold the lord of light

Begins to blefs our fight;

Phoebus, whofe voice divinely clear

E'en Jove himfelf delights to hear ;

Great father of the bright-eyed morn,
Whofe fhoulders golden locks adorn !

Swift through the azure flcy

O let thy courfers fly ;

And with them draw that radiant car.

Which fpreads thy fplendid rays afar.

Filling all fpace at thy defire

With torrents of immortal fire.

For thee, ferene advance
The fpheres in folemn dance.

For ever iinging as they move
Around the facred throne of Jove,

Songs accordant to thy lyre.

While all the heav'nly hoft admire.

And when the god of day
Withdraws his golden ray.

Do thou, fweet Cynthia, blefs our fight

With thy mild beams and filver light ;

Oh fpread thy fnowy mantle round.

And wrap the world in peace profound.

HYMN io Nemesis.

AVENGING Nemefis, of rapid wing,
Goddefs of eye fevere, thv praife we fing*:

Againft thy influence, ruler of our lives.

Daughter of Juftice, man but vainly ftrives,

'Tia thine to check, with adamantine rein.

The pride of mortals, and their wiihes vain.

0£
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Of infolence to blunt the lifted dart.

And drive black envy from the canker'd heart.

Still at the pleafure of thy reftlefs wheel,

Whofe track the fates from human eyes conceal.

Our fortune turns ; and in life's toilibme race

'Tis thine, invifiblc, our fteps to trace ;

To ftrew with flowVs, or thorns, the doubtful maze.
And by thy rule to circumfcribe our days.

Infulting tyrants, at thy dire decree.

Bow the proud head and bend the ftubborn knee

:

Inflexible to each unjuft demand
Frowning thou hold'ft thy icales with fteady hand.
Incorruptible judge, whom nought can move.
Nor lefs infallible than mighty Jove ;

Great guardian ! ever watchful, ever near,

O facred minifter of juftice, hear !

Avenging Nemefis, of rapid wing,

Goddefs of eye fevere, thy praife we ling ;

And let Aftrea, thy companion, fhare

Our pious praifes, and our fervent pray'r.

She mounts the fkies, or plunges into hell

With rapid flight, the deeds of man to tell ;

Dread juftice ! whofe report has power t' aflTuage

The wrath of gods, and calm infernal rage.

V
frafjlation 0/ Greek Scolia orfefti-ve Sottgs.—From thefame Author,

I L E riches ftiould no favour find.

By land or fea, among mankind ;

But Ihould be fent with fiends to dwell,

Down in the deepeft, blackeft hell :

For 'tis from them, e'er fince the world began.

The greateft ills have fprung, which torture man.

jinother.

A T the genial board I fing

Pleafures which from plenty fpring :

Whilft the wreath adorns our brows,

Ceres well deferves our vows.

Plutus too, thy name I'll join.

And thy filler Proferpiae.

Ye our focial joys augment.

From your bounty flows content.

M 2 filefs
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Blefa our city with encreafe.

And our fong Ihall never ceafe.

Another.—On Pan.

O P A N, delight of nymphs and fwains,

Prote(^>or of Arcadian plains.

Who lead'ft the frolic dance
;

The laughing fair, who play the prude,
But fly from thee to be purfued.

Their favours to enhance.

They love thy ruflic oaten reed,

They know thy vigour, force and fpeed.

And feign a modelt fear.

Our jocund ftrains fhall fwell for thee.

And render, by their mirth and glee.

Thy name for ever dear.

Aristotle's Hymn to Hermias.

VIRTUE, thou fource of pure delight,

Whofe rugged mien can ne'er affright

The man with courage fir'd ;

For thee the fons of Greece have run
To certain ills, which others Ihun,

And glorioufly expir'd.

Whene'er thy facred feeds take root.

Immortal are the flow'rs and fruit.

Unfading are the leaves ;

Dearer than fmiles of parent kind.
Or balmy fleep, or gold refin'd

The joys thy triumph gives.

For thee the twins of mighty Jove,
For thee divine Alcides Itrove

From vice the world to free ;

For thee Achilles quits the light,

And Ajax plunges into night.

Eternal night, for thee.

Hermias, the darling of mankind.
Shall leave a deathlefs name behind.

For thee untimely flain ;

As long as Jove's bright altars blaze.

His worth fhall furnifh grateful praife

To all the mufe's train.

VERSES
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VERSES by the late Sir John Henry Moore, Bart. <written ts

a Lady a fiiu months before his death.

IF in that breaft, fo good, fo pure,

Compaffion ever loved to dwell.

Pity the forrows I endure,

The caufe I muft not—<lare not tell.

The grief that on my quiet preys.

That rends my heart and checks my tongue,

I fear will laft me all my days.

But feel it will not laft me long.

The following Imitations are feledled from " Poems, by the late

Thomas Ruflell, fellow of New College,"

S O N E T T O
DI FAUSTINA MARATTI.

DONNA, che tanto al mio bel Sol piacefll,

Che ancor de' pregi tuoi parla fovente,

Lodando ora il bel crine, ora il ridente

Tuo labbro, ed ora i faggi detti onefti

;

Dimmi, quando le voci a lui volgefti,

Tacque egli mai, qual' uom che nulla fente?

O le turbate luci alteramente.

Come a me volge, a te volger vedefti?

De' tuoi bei lumi alle due chiare faci

lo fo ch' egli arfe un tempo, e fo che allora—

-

Ma tu declini al fuel gli occhi vivaci ?

Veggo il rofTor, che le tue guance infiora :

Parla, rifpondi ; ah ! non rifponder, taci,

Taci, fe mi vuoi dir, ch' ei t' ama ancorg.

SONNET,
Imitated from the preceding.

TO O beauteous rival, whofe enticing charms
Once to my heart's fole darling feem'd fo fair.

That oft he praifes dill ihy ivory arms,

Thy ruby lips, blue eyes, and auburn hair

;

Say, when he heard thy tongue's feducing drain.

Stood he e'er filent, or with fcorn replied.

Or turn'd with alter'd brow ot cold difdain

From thy foft fmiles, as now from mine, afide?

Once, once, too well I know, he held thee dear,

Apd then, when captive to thy fovereign will—
M 3 But
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But why that look abafb'd, that darting tear,

Thjle confcious blufhes which my fears fulfil?

Speak, anfwer, fpeak ; nay anfwer not, forbear,

U thou mult atifwer, that he loves thee ftill.

B E L I N D E.

EIN SONNET VON HERR GLEIM.

DAS letztere lelchtflatternde gewand
Sank ! welch ein blick ! die artige Belindc

Ward urn und um ein fpiel der fanften winde,
W,- fie, wie Venus tit\r, auf Ida (land.

Durch ihten reiz, durch ihre zarie hand.
Von der ich noch den fanften fcherz empfinde,
Durch alles was an ihr mein auge fand,

Flofs in mein herz das siifie gift der siinde,

Erftaunt, enczd' kt, mir felber unbewufst,

Bemachtig'e lich die gewalt der finnen,

Ach ! ailzabald der tu;;end meiner bruft.

Du, der du fagft ; kh will den fieg gewinnen

;

Ach ! lais dowh me das siilie gift der luft,

Lafs es doch nie nach deinem herzen rinnen.

SONNET,
Imitated from the preceding^

FROM her fair limbs the laft thin veil fhe drevvj,

And naked ftood in all her charms confeft.

The wanton gales htr ringlets backward blew,

"^kO Iport themfelves more freely en aer breall

:

From each warm beauty of th' uritover'd maid.
Before fcarce guefs'd at, or hue e^n in part.

From all, for all wa> to my eyes difplay'd,

D liciou'. poi Oil tjickled to my heart:

Since i.ius i gaz'd (was mine to gaze the blame?)
Nor blifb my foul has tafted, nor repofe ;

The fubt'e venom glides thro' all my frame.

And in my brain a iiery deluge glows:

Th u, .vho my pangs wouldlt fhun, with wifer care

Ijie fpot, where Cynthia bathes at noon, beware,

S O N E T O
DE LUIZ DE CAMOENS,

AFermofura defta frefca ferra,

E a fombra dos verdes caftanheiros,

O inanfo caminhar defies ribeiros,

Donde toda a trift.za fe defterra j

O rouco
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O rouco fotn do mar, a eftranha terra,

O efconder do Sol pelos outeiros,

O recolher dos gados derradeiros.

Das nuvens pelo ar a branda guerra;

Em fim tudo o que a rara natureza

Com tanta variedade nos ofrece.

Me efta, fe nao te vejo, magoando ;

Sem ti tudo me enoja, e me aborrece,

Sem ti perpetuamente eftou paflando

Nas mores alegrias mor trifteza,

SONNET,
Imitatedfrom the preceding.

THESE hills that lift their verdant heads fo high,

Thefe towering palms that furm a cooling (hade,

Thefe mo/s-grown banks for peaceful llumbers made.

This lingering ftream that flows in filence by.

The diitant-murmuring main, the zephyr's figh.

The fun that finks behind yon duflcy glade.

The nibbling flocks that crop their evening blade,

Thofe glittering clouds that fringe the weftern iky ;

Each various beauty, which the vernal year

Pours out profufe on woodland, vale, or plain.

Each paftoral charm, fince thou no more art near,

3miles not to thefe fad eyes, or Imiles in vain ;

Even fcenes like thefe a cheerlefs afpeft wear,

^nd pleafure ftckens, till it turns to pain.

AN EIN VEILCHEN.
Von C. F. Weisse.

ME I N Veilchen, lafs die fchmeicheleyen

Des jungen Zephyrs dich nicht reuen,

Du unfrer giirten crfte Zier!

Dich foil ein Ichoner loos beglocken ;

Den fchonllen bufen foUlt du fckmiicken,

Und alle Grazien mit dir.

Ja, an dem bufen von Selinden

Solid du den itolzen wohnplatz finden !«—

Vcr freuden, feh ich, zitcerll du :

Hier lafs dich ftolzre blumen neiden,

Und duft ihr dankbar alle freuden

per siiflTeften geriiche zu !
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Geh hin zu ihren fchiinen handen 1

Durch dich, mein gliicke zu vollenden,

Sey ihr mein treues herz erklart !

—

Umfo'ill! wie konnte diefs gefchehen ?

Wie bald, wie bald wirft du vergehen.

Da ewig meine liebe wahrt

!

TO A VIOLET.
Imitatedfrom the two firjlJian%as of the preceding PoEM.

TH O' from thy bank of velvet torn.

Hang not, fair flower, thy drooping creft;

On Delia's bofom fhalt thou find

A fofter fweeter bed of reft.

Tho' from mild Zephyr's kifs no more
Ambrofial balms thou fhalt inhale,

Her gentle breath, whene'er fhe fighs.

Shall fan thee with a purer gale.

But thou be grateful for that blifs

For which in vain a choufand burn.

And, as thou ftealeft fweets from her.

Give back thy choiceft in return.

from ODE XVII. of " Expojiulatory Odes to a great Duke and a litth

Lord, iy Fetzk Pindar, £/^."

JUST one word more, my Lords, before we part-
Do not vow vengeance on the tuneful art;

'Tis very dang'rous to attack a poet

—

Alio ridiculous—the end would fhow it.

Though not to n.vrite—to read I hear you're able :—
Read, then, and learn inftrudlion from a fable.

The PIG and MAGPIE. J Fable.

Cocking his tail, a faucy prig,

A Magpie hopp'd upon a Pig,

To pull fome hair, forfooth, to line his nell ;

And with fuch eai'e began the hair attack.

As thinking the fee fimple of the back
Was by himfelf, and not the Pig, pofTeft.'

The Boar lock'd up as thunder black to Mag,
Who, fquinting down on him like an arch wag,

Inform'd Mynheer fome briftles muft be torn

;

Then bufy went to work, not nicely culling

;

Got a good handfome beakfuU by good pulling.

And flew without a " Thank ye " to his thorn.

The



POETRY. 169

The Pig fet up a difmal yelling

;

FoHow'd the robber to his dwelling.
Who, like a fool, had built it midll a bramble:

In manfully he fallied, full of might,
Determin'd to obtain his right.

And midll the bulhes now began to fcramble. ff^
He drove the Magpie, tore his neft to rags.
And, happy on the downfall, pour'd his brags

:

JBiit ere he from the brambles came, alack!
His ears and eyes were miferably torn.
His bleeding hide in fuch a plight forlorn.
He could not count ten hairs upon his back.

This is a pretty tale, my Lords, and pat

:

To folks like you, fo clever, 'verbum/at.

Account
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Account of Books for 1789.

Vhree Effays onPiHurefqiie Beauty, on

Viiiurejque Travel, andonjketcbing

Land/cape—^to ijohich is added a

Foem vn Landjcape Painting. By
William Gilpin, M. A. Preben-

. dary of ^ZiXVim., and Vicar of^'Si-

dre in New Foreft near Lyming-
ton.

THE author of the piftu-

refque tours through Great
Britain, hath been many years mofl

iuccefsfully engaged in delineating

the infinitely varied fcenery of his

native country, as it prerented it-

felf to him in its molt; fublime

and beautiful forms, of moun-
tain, wood, lake, river, Tea views,

a continually diverfified level, and

what gives the mofl enchanting

efreft to the whole, that exquiiite

verdure, conveying the united ideas

of beauty and fertility, in which re-

fped it fhines unrivalled by any

other climate.—The powers of his

pen Sindi pencil have been combined

in illullrating a fubjcft fo worthy

of them, and it is hard to deter-

mine, v/hether the ikill of the artift

has been more happily difplayed in

Jketchnig objeifls, than the tafte of the

•writer in the energy and perfpicuity

of his "Verbal delineation. There lub-

fifts undoubtedly a llridl analogy

between the arts o^painting and fine

nuriting—he who admires one, has

invariably an exquifite relilh of the

other. Of the mutual light and re-

ciprocal adiilance they may afford

each other, our author has given us

a ftriking inflance in his remarks at

p. 18. " Language," he obferves,
" like light, is a medium ; and
the true philofophic Ityle, like

light from a north window, ex-

hibits objefts clearly and diftinif^ly>

without ibliciting attention to itfelf.

In painting fubjeds of amufement
indeed, language may gild fome»i

what more, and colour with the dies

of fancy : but where information is

of more importance than entertain-

ment, though you cannot throw too

ftrong a light, you fhould carefully

avoid a coloured one. The ftyle of

fame writers refembles a bright

light placed between the eye and the

thing to be looked at ; the light

fhews itfelf, and hides the objcdt

;

and it muft be allowed, the execu-

tion of feme painters is as imperti-

nent as the ftyle of fuch writers.

Mr. G. by the extent and variety

of his ciaffical learning, hath been

enabled to ope tithe great ftorehoufe of

pidurefque defcription, which the

Greek and Roman poets have fo

amply fupplied, more eminently

Homer and Virgil, who were ne-

ver fo delightfully engaged as in

painting the fublinjity and limplicity

of nature.

But though the fcientific painter,

and all whofe tafte has beer; culti-

vated on the true principles of the

art, have long known how to ap-

pretiate the value pf Mr. Gilpin's

works, and have long acknowledged
their confummate merit : it muftbe

confefled that the author appeals

with
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with great difad vantage to the

ordinary opinion of the public, who
are contented to admire without

difcriii.ination ge^eral objeds of

btiuuty, as affording equal fources

of ainureinenc—while the eye v^tll

pradtiled in the art, is pleaied only

with mings as they are properly

dilpoled tor the pencil, an.i ex-

ainmeb t!ie face of nature only by

the rules of painting, t!\e ordinary

reader, accuitomed to derive ex-

quifite relifh from a general iurvey

of things, was oirended to be told,

that hii views were mifdirefted and
his fenfations of nature's beauty

falie and ill founded, that he mull

not judge of beauty till he is grown
fcientific, and has formed his ac-

quired tafte by artificial rules dic-

tated by his inllructor.— In me
order ot things perhaps /^tyi tffays,

which chiefly contain a fummary of

fcientific principles, mignt with

more propriety have preceded the

publication of his tours, which pre-

sent a praftical iliullraiion ofthefe

principles by example -he might
previoufly and gradually have un-

folded his delign, and prepared the

eye to furvey prup-.-r objeds in their

due pofitions and lights—he mipht
thus have eafily obviated much mif-

conception and much prejudice re-

fuhing frem it.

The purport of the firfl eflay is to

mark the dilHnguifning chara:ierif-

tic of fuch beautiful objects as are

fuited to the pencil. To avoid con-

fufion, and corred milapprchenhcn,

he holds it neceflary to frparaie

what IS limply beautiful from what
is ftriftjy pidturefque— that which

pleafes the eye in its natural ftate,

from that which has a quality capa-

ble of being illullratcd in painting.

'— Ideas of beauty vary with the ob-

ied and the eye of the fpedtator, and

thofe artificial forms are ;he moft

beautiful to each eye reipcttiiely,

which are moii habitual, l.nt/lcnt-

ma/on admires a well jointed wall,

which the architcS overlooks. As
there exi;ls a >r^/ difference between

tlie beautiful and the pidaielque, it

is worth while to enqui,e wi at is

that quality In the cor.ilitution of

objeds which particularly marks

them as piftureique—The real ob-

ject affords one lource of beauty in

that fpecies of elegance we call

/month or neat ; we fee it in the pclifh

of the marl^ile and glitter of the fil-

ver. and in the brightnefsortne ma-
htjgany, as if the eye delighted to

glide imoothly over the objecft. But
in ficl:irejque repreilintalion he rejeds

mat and fmooth from any pretenfions

to beauty ; ()nthecontrary,he makes
roughnejs or rugged nefs the effential

difference of the beautiful pictu-

relque, and contends that this parti-

cular quality makes the object plea-

iing in painting, whether it be in the

outline and bark of a tree or in the

rude fummit and craggy fides of a
mountain. Apply this theory toexpe-

ritnce. Introduce the n.oll elegant

piece of Palladian architecture into

a picture, and it becomes z. formal
objecl;. To give it pidurefque beau-

ty, you break it into hears of ruin ;

inltead of fniooth,you make it rough,

and it becomes pidturelque. The hu-
man form in a quiejcent ftate admits

of high beauty ; yet when it is

agitated with paflion, and its muf-
cles fwollcn with lliong exertion,

the frame is then lliewn to great ad-

vantage, and becomes pidurefquc

;

we admire theLaocoon more than the

Antigonus—we admire the horfe as

a real objed, his elegant form and
his glofl'y coat ; but in the pidurc

of Berghcm.you Hill more admire the

worn-out cart-horfe, whofe harder

lines
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lines and rougher coat better ex-

prefs the graces or' the pencil. The
Jion with his rough mane, the

briftiy boar, the rufHed plumage of

the ea-lc, are all objedts of this fort.

It is not for the greater eaj'c of exe-

cution, as fome I'uppofe, that the

artift prefers the ro:igh to the fmooth

objed ; his compofition requires it.

If the hiitory painter threw all his

draperies fmooth over his figures,

his groups would be very awkward.
In landfcape painting fmooth objefts

would produce no compofition at

all. Variety and contrafl too he finds

in rough objei^s, and none at all in

the fmooth—the eiTecl of light and
ihade, the richnels of zjurface and
the catching light, all refult from
rough objc(5ls.—Thefc only give the

advantage of colouring,while fmooth

bodies afford an uniform colour as

well as furface. Not that we are to

exclude every idea of fmoothnefs

from pifturefque beauty.— The
fmooth lake, the marmoreum asquor

we acknowledge to be piclurefque,

tho' it fubfifts more m reality than ap-

pearance. Were the lake fpread on

the canvas in one fimple hue, it

would be a dull objcdl ; to the eye it

appears broken by various fhades,

by the undulations of water and the

refleiftion of rough objefts around it

— it is in fad chiefly pifturefque by
contrafl, as the beauty of an old

head is improved by the fmooth-

nefs of the bald pate.— Ifwe afk why
the quality of roughnefs makes the

e/Tential difference between the

heaiitiful z.nd \\\t piclurefque \ after a

variety of conjedlures, the author

Ihrinks from the invcftigation. We
are bafiled in our fearch after firfl

principles : "in philofophy, in phy-

fics, in metaphyfic, and even in the

polite arts, the enquiry is equally

vague, we are puzzled and bewild-

ered but not informed."—It ap-
pears that Sir J. Reynolds, in his

letter to Mr. G. underftood the

term pitlurefque as fynonymous with

tafe, and fo applicable to Rubens
and the Venetian fchool, not to Ra^
phael or Michael Angelo ; as it

might be applied to Pope and Prior

and not to Homer and Milton.—Mr.
G. ufes it merely to denote fuch

objefts as are proper fubjefts for

painting, the cartoons or a flower

piece being, according to hjs defini-

tion, equally pifturefque.

In treating of pifturefque travel,

in the fecond effay, heconfiders firft

its objeft and then its fources of

amufement.— Its objedl is beauty of

every kind, either in art or nature ;

but chiefly of the fpecies laft confi-

dered.—The piflurefque traveller

purfues it through the fcenery of na-

ture, and tries it by the rules of

painting ; he feeks it among all the

ingredients of landfcape, which in

themfelves are infinitely varied j

they are varied fecondly by combi-
nations, and again almoft as much
by lights and lliades and other aerial

effeas.—Sometimes they exhibit a

ivhole, but oftener only beautiful

parts.—Sublimity alone does not

make an objed of pifturefque, it

muft necefTarily be conneded with

fome degree of beauty, as the ocean,

unaccompanied by circumllances,

lofes its fublime charader.—The
curious fantaitic forms of nature, the

fpiry pinnacle and caflle-like rock,

do not pleafe the pidurefque eye

:

it is fond of the fimplicity oftjalure,

and fees mofl beauty in her moft

ifual forms ; th^; Giants' Caufeway
flrikes as a novelty, the Lake of
Kiilarney gives delight : it would
repofe in the fweet vales of Switzer-

lar^d, but glances only through the

glacicres of Savoy. But it examines

not
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vat only the form and compofnion

of objefts, it connefts them with

the infinitely varied effeds of the

atmofphere.—Befides the inanimate

face of nature, and its living forms of

men and animals and every fliape

of being, it ranges alf© through the

limits of the arts, and furveys the

picture, the ftatue, the garden : it is

moll eagerly inqsifitive after the

elegant relics of antient architec-

ture, the gothic arch, the ruined

caftle and abbey.—From the objefts

of pifturefque travel we turn to its

fources of amufement, or what is

higher than amufement, when in

the fearch of beauty we look up to

the great origin of all beauty, the

Jirji good, firjl perfe£l andfirJi fair.

—The primary fource ofamufement
to the pitfturefque traveller is thj

purfuit of his objeft, when novelty

meets him at every Itep, and every

diftant horizon promifes a frelh

gratification.—After the purfuit we
attain the objedt; we now examine the

fcenes we have difcovered, we exa-

mine them as a njohoU, the com-
pofition, colouring and light un-
der one comprehenfive view. But
we are more commonly employed
in analyfng the parts of fcenes, we
try to amend the compofition, to

find how little is wanting to reduce

it to the rules of our art, and how
flight the limit between beauty and
deformity.—But onv fupreme dshght

arifes, where a grand fcene opens to

the eye and arrells every faculty of
the foul, when we rather feel than
furvey it.—Our next amufement is

to enlarge and correct our general

flock of ideas ; by acquifitioi and
comparifon we grow learned in na-

ture's works, and become more fami-
liarly and accurately acqu.inccd
with her.—We may amufe ouricives

too to fketch out with a few llrokes

4

thofe ideas that have mod pleafcd us,

to recall and retain the fcenery, and
even the fplendld colouri.ig which
exillcd in the real fcene.—By a cor-

rt-(5l knowledge of objects we have
the power of creating and reprefent-

ing fcenes of fancy, yet luitable to

the reality of nature, when aided
by the cultivation of talle and chaf-

tened by the rules of art, and by the
vigorous po.vers of imagination we
can convert the barren wafle into a
fruitful fource of amufement.
The third effay comprifes a great

number of minute rules for the
practice of fketching and colouring,
and the art of perfpeJiive—which
being very concife in themfelves
are not fuiceptible of abridgment.
They appear to be directed by the
niceil (kill and talle, grounded on
his own happy experience, and ac-
companied with a few prints well
calculated to illullrate the rules by
an immediate example.—There fol-

lows a didaftive poem of confidera-

ble length, in which while he dif-

plays the fcience of a painter, he
gives very happy proofs that he pof-
icfies the kindred ipirit of a poet.

The poem receives much additional

value from the commentary annexed.
But the belt illultration of the au-

thor's ideas will be found in the ele-

gant publications, to which we (hall

refer the reader—thefe conlill of the
following works.

Obfcr'vations on the ri-uer Wye and
feveral parts of South Wales, &c,
relative chiefly to piclurejque beauty,

made in the fummer of the year

1770.
Northern Tour, made in the year

Qbfcrnia'ions on feveral parts of
Great ^r'n?L'w\,particularly the High*
lands 0/ Scotland

—

made in the year

1776.

Remarkt
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'Remarks onforeftfcenery^ and other

ivoodland 'vie^ws, in three books.

We (hall feledl a few pafiages

from thele different works, that the

reader may be enabled to judge,

with what degree of confiftency the

author has applied the principles

laid down in his efl'ays to thofe views

of nature which he defcribes.

" The beauty of thefe fcenes

(fpeakingof the Wye between Rofs

and Chepilow) arifes chiefly from

two circumftances—the lofty banks

of the river, audit's mazy courfe,

both which are accurately obferved

by the poet, when he defcribes the

Wye, as echoing through its nviiiding

hounds. It could not well echo

unlefs its banks were lefty and

winding.

From thefe two circumftances the

views it exhibits, are of the mofl

beautiful kind of perfpefdve, ix^Q

from the formality of lines.

Every view on a river, thus cir-

cumftanced, is ccmpofed of four

grand parts ", the area, which is the

liver itfelf; the tixw fide Jcreens,

which are the oppofite banks, and

mark the perfpedive ; and \.\\tfront

fcreen, which points out the winding

of the river.

If the Wye ran, like a Dutch

canal, between parallel banks, there

could be no front (creen : the two

fide fcreens, in that fituation, would

lengthen to a point.

If a road were under the circum-

flance of a river winding like the

\\ ye, the efFecl would be the fame :

but this is rarely the cafe. The
road purfues the irregularity of the

country. It climbs the hill, and

finks into the valley ; and this irre-

gularity gives the view it exhibits,

a different charafter.

The views on the Wye, though

compofed only of thefe fimple parts,

are yet infnitely varied.

They arc varied, firft, by the
contraf ofthe fcreens. Sometimes one
of the fide fcreens is elevated, fome-
times the other, and fometimes the

front. Or both the fide fcreens may
be lofty ; and the front either high,

or low.

Again, they are varied by the

folding cf the fde fcreens over each
other ; and hiding more or lefs of
the front. When none of the front

is difcovered, the folding fide either

winds round, like an amphitheatre ;

or it becomes a long reach of per-

fpeftJve.

The fmple variations, admit ftili

farther variety from becoming com-

plex. One of the fides may be com-
pounded of various parts ; while the

other remains fimple : or both may
be compounded ; and the front fim-

ple : or the front alone may be com-
pounded.

Befides thefe fources of variety,

there are other circumftances, which,

under the name of ornaments, (till

farther increafe them. Plain banks
will admit all the variations we
have yet mentioned ; but when this

plainnef is adorned, a thoufand other

varieties arife.

The or/?fi//;(?«/jof theWye may be
ranged under four heads

—

ground-^

vjood—ro^i—and buildings.

The ground, of which the banks

of the Wye confift, (and which hath

thus far been confidered only in its

general effe£l,') affords every variety

which ground is capable of receiv-

ing; from the fteepeft precipice, to

the Hattefl meadow. This variety

appears in the line formed by the

fummits of the banks; in the fwell-

ings, and excavations of their de-

clivities; and in the unequal furfaces

of the lower grounds.

In many places alfo x}c^z ground \5

broken : which adds new fources of

variety. By h-oke/i ground, we mean
only
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only fuch ground as hath loft its

turf, and difcovers the naked foil.

Often you fee a gravelly earth fliiver-

ing from the hills, in the form of

water-falls: or perhaps you fee dry,

llony channels, guttering down pre-

cipices; the rough beds of temporary

torrents; and lometimes fo trifling

a caufe as the rubbing of fheep

againft the fides of the little banks,

or hillocks, will often occafion very

beautiful breaks.

The colour too of the broken foil

is a great fource of variety ; the yel-

low, or the red oker ; the afhy grey ;

the black earth, or the marley blue I

and the intermixtures of thefe with

each other, and with patches of ver-

dure, blooming heath, and other

vegetable tints, ftili increafe that

variety.

Nor let the faftidious reader

think thefe remarks defcend too much
into detail. Were an extenfive dif-

tance defcribed, a foreft fcene, a

fea-coaft view, a femicircular range

of mountains, or fome other difplay

of nature, it would be trifling to mark
thefe minute circumftances. But
her* the hills around exhibit little

except foregrounds y and it is ne-

caiTary, where we have no diftan-

ces, to be more exaft in iinilhing

objeds at hand.

The next great ornament on the

banks of the Wye, are its njosods.

In this country there are many
works carried on by fire; and the

woods being maintained far their

ufe, are periodically cut down. As
the larger trees are generally left,

a kind of alternacy takes place

;

what is, this year, a thicket, may,
the next, be an open grove. The
woods themfelves pofTefs little beau-

ty, and lefs grandeur
; yet, when

we confider them as the ornamental,

not as the ejfential parts, of a fcene ;

the eye muft not examine them
with exaclncfs, but compound for a
general effeB,

One circumftance attending this

alternacy is pleafing. Many of the

furnaces on the bank of the river,

confume charcoal, which is manu-
fadured on the Ipot, and the fmoke,
which is frequently feen iflfuing

from the fides of the hill, and
fpreading its thin veil over a part

of them, beautifully breaks their

line, and unites them with the fky.

The chief deficiency, in point of
wood, is of large trees on the edge of
the ivater ; which, clumped here

and there, would diverfify the hills,

as the eye pafTes them, and remove
that heavinefs, which nlways, ia

fome degree, (though here as little

as any where) aiifes from the con-

tinuity of ground. They would alfo

give a degree of dlftance to the

more removed parts; v\hich, in a
fcene like this, would be attended

with peculiar advantage : for as we
have here fo litle dillance, we wifh

to make the moft of what we have.
— But trees immediately on thefore-

ground cannot be fuffered in thefe

Tcenes, as they would obflrudl the

navigation of the river.

The rocks, which are continu-

ally ftarting through the woods, pro-

duce another ornament on the bank
of the Wye. The rock, as all other

ol>jc£ts, though more than all, re-

ceives its chief beauty from con-

traft. Some objeds are beautiful ia

themfelves. The eye is pleafed with

the tuftings of a tree ; ic is amufed
with pcrluing the eddying ftream ;

or it refts with delight on the Ihat-

tered arches o.^ a gothic ruin. Such

objeds, independent of compofition,

are beautiful in themfelves. But

the rock, bleak, naked, and una-

dorned, fcems fcarce to deferve a

place
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place among them. Tint it with

mofles, and lychensof various hues,

and you give it a degree of beauty.

Adorn it with flirubs and hanging
herbage, and you iHll make it more
pidurefque. Conncft it with wood,
and water, and broken ground, and
you make it in the highell degree

interefting. Its colour, and lisform

are fo accommodating, that it gene-
rally blends into one of the raoft

beautiful appendages of landfcape.

Different kinds of rocks have dif-

ferent degrees of beauty. Thofe on
the Wye, which are of a greyifh co-

lour, are, in general, fimple, and
grand; rarely formal, or fantaftic.

Sometimes they projedt in thofe beau-

tiful fquare mafles, yet broken and

Ihattered in every line, which is

charafteriftic of the moft majeftic

fpecies of rock. Sometimes they

llant obliquely from the eye in

fhelving diagonal ftrata ; and fome-

times they appear in large mafles of

fmooth (lone, detached from each

other, and half buried in the foil.

Rocks of this laft kind are the moft

lumpifli, and the leaft piflurefque.

'I'he various buildings, which arife

every where on the banks of the

Wye, form the laft of its ornaments ;

abbeys, caftlcs, villages, fpires,

forges, mills, and bridges ; one or

other of thefe venerable veftiges of

paft, or chearfui inhabitants of the

prefeat times, charadtfrife almoft

every fcene.

Thefe nvcrks of nrt are however

of much greater ufe in artijicial,

than in natural landfcape. In pur<»

fuing the beauties of nature, we
range at largo among foreits, lakes,

rocks, and mountains. The vari-

ous fcenes we meet with, furnifh

an inexhaufted fource of pleafure.

And though the works of art may
often give animation and contraftto
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thefe fcenes, yet ftill they are not
nectfl'ary. We can hz amufed with-

out them. But when we introduce

a fcene on canvas—when the eye is

to be confined within the frame of a
pidture, and can no longer range
among the varieties of nature ; the

aids of art become more neceflary ;

and we want the caftle, or the abbey,

to give confequence to the fcene.

Indeed the landfcape-painter fel-

dom thinks his view perfedl, without

charadlerifing it by fome objedt of

this kind." Ohfer-uations on the Wje^

fea, 2. p. 17.

*' From clumps we naturally pro-

ceed X.0 park Jcenery , which is gene-

rally cornpoled of combinations of
clumps, interfperfed with lawns. It

is feldom compofed of any large

diftridf s of wood ; which is the cha-

rafteriftic of foreft fcenery.

The park, which is a fpecies of

landfcape little known, except ia

England, is one of the nobleft ap-

pendages of a great houle. Nothing

gives a manfion fo much dignity as

thefe home demeifns ; nor contri-

butes more to mark its confequence,

A great houfe, in a ccurfe of years,

naturally acquires fpace around it.

A noble park therefore is the natural

appendtige of an ancient manfion.

To the fize, and grandeur of the

houfe the park fliould be proportion-

ed. Bknhdm-cajik with a paddock

around it ; or a fmall villa in the

middle of Woodflock-park, would

be equally out of place.

The houfe fhould ftand nearly in

the centre of the park ; that is, it

fhould have ample room about it on

every fide. Petworth-houfe, one of

the grandeft piles in England, lofes

much of its grandeur from being

placed at the extremity of the park,

where it is elbowed bv a church-yard.

The
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The esaSi fpot depends intirely on
ground. There are grind fitua-

tions- of various kinds—in general

the houfes are built firit, and parks

added afterwards, by the cccafional

removal of inclofures. A great houfe

ilands moll nob!)' on an elevated

knoJ), from whence it may overlook

the diftant country, while tht; woods
of the park fcreen the regularity of
tlje intervening cultivation. Or it

Hands well on the fide of a valley,

which winds along its front, and is

adorned with wood, or a natural

Ilream, hiding and difcovering it-

felf among the clumps -at the bot-

tom of the vale. Or it Hands with

dignity, as Longleat does, in the

centre of dsmcilns, which (helve

gently down to it on every fide :

—

even on a dead flat I have fecn a

houfe draw beauties around it. At
the feat of the late Mr. Bilibn Legge,
(now lord Sta^vel's) in the middle

of Holt p'oreft, a lawn unvaried by a

iingle fwell, is yet varied with

clumps^ -of diiFerent forms, reced-

ing behind each other, in fo pleaf-

ing a manner, as to make an agree-

able fcene.

By thefe obfervations I mean only

to fiiew, that in whatever part of a

park a houfe may have been origi-

nally placed, it can hardly have

been placed fo awkwardly, but that,

in ibme way or another, the fcenery

may be happily adapted to it : there

are feme fituations, indeed, fo very

untoward, that fcarce any remedy
can be applied : as when tl:e front

cf a houfe immediately urges on a

xifing ground. But fuch awkward
fituations are rare ; and in aencral,

the variciy of landfcape is fuch, that

it may almoll always be brought, in

one form or another, to ferve the

piirpofcs of beauty. The many im-
provements of the ingeniouj Mr.
Vol. XXXr.

Brown, in various parts of Englan^^,

bear witnfcfs to the truth of tliefe

obfervations.— 'j he beuuty however
o^ park fcenery is undoubtedly bejl

difplayed on a varied Jurface—
where the ground fwells, and falls^

where hanging lawns, fcreened with

wood, arc conricitcd with valllcs

—

and where one part is continually

playing in contrail: with another.

As the park is an appendage of
the houfe, it follows that it' ftiould

participate of its neatnefs and ele-

gance. Nature, in all her great

walks of landfcape, obferves this

accommodating rule. She feldom
pafTes abruptly from one mode of
fcenery to another ; but generally

connefts difFerent fpecies of land-

fcape by fome third fpecies, which
participates of both. A mountai-

nous country rarely finks immedi-
ately into a level one : the fwelllngs

and hearings of the earth gro.v

giadually lefs : thus as the hcufe

is cohnefted with the country,

through the medium of the park,

the park (hould partake of the neat-

nefs of the oae, and of the -cjildinfs of
the other."

*' Having thus con fidered .various

kinds of woody fcenery, and traced

the peculiar beauty of each, we pro-

ceed next to thtforej}, which in a
manner comprehends them all.

There are few cvtenfivc forefts,

which do not contain, in fome part

or other, a fpecimen of every fpe-

cies of woody landfcape. The wild

forefl: view, indeed, differs elfenti-

ally from the embcllifhed one

;

though fomctinies we find even the

foielt-lawn in a polilhed ftatc, when
browzed by deer into a fine turf,

and furiouuded by (lately woods.

Biautfy however, is not the charac-

tjrUlic of the fjrcit ; its peculiar
">( dliUni^ion
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dilHntilion is grandeur and dignity.

The fcenes we have hitherto con-

fiJered, are all within the reach of
art ; and in fad have all been the

objefta of improvement. But the

foreft difdains all human culture :

on it the hand of nature is only im-

prefled. The foreft, like other

beautiful fcenes, fleajes the eye ; but

its great effed: is to roufe the hnagi-

nation.

The word /orf,'? immediately fug-

gefts the idea of a continued uv.intcr-

tepted track of'woody country. But

fbrelts in general are much more
varied. They confift indeed of tracks

of woody country ; but thefe tracks

are, at the fame time, intermixed

with patches of pafturage, which

comnioniy bear the fame proportion

to the woods of the forell, which

lawns do to the clumps of a park.-—

Thefe intermingled fcenes of wood
and pallurage are again divided

from other intermixtures of the

fame kind, by wide heaths, which

are fometimes bounded by a naked

line of horizon ; but more fre-

quently ikirtcd with wood. This

intermixture of wood and pafturage,

with large feparations of heath,

give a variety to the foreft, which

a boiindlefs continuance of woody
fcenery could not exhibit : though it

muft be acknowledged, that in many
ibrefts, and efpecially in New Foreft,

thefe tracks of heathy country arc

often larger, thaa pifturefque beau-

ty requires.

Having given this general idea of

the fpecies of country which I mean
to treat of under the idea of a foreft,

I fhall proceed to particulars. Let

me juft recall to the reader's me-
mory, what was obferved before,

that all great ^jjoods, diverfilied as

forefts are, though not properly de-

nominated fcrejis, as not iubjeft to

forejl la<ws, will however naturally

fall under the defcription of foreft

fcenery.

The foreft, under the divifton

of nvood, paJluragCy and heath, pre-

fents itfelf to us as a pidiureique

objed, in a double view,—as the

fcenery of zfore ground, and as the

fcenery of a dijlance ; in both views

it is equally an objed of pidurefqne

beauty : but as its efte6lsarc different

in each, i fiiail endeavour to deli-

neate their refpeiSive beauties.

When we fpeak of foreft fcenery,

as 2. fore ground, we mean the ap-

pearance, which its woods prefent,

v/hen we approach their fkirt, or

invade their recelles. Forefts, in

their nature, are woods ab origi/ie, not

ne-zvly planted ; but natural woods.

Jet apart for the purpofes of ftielter-

ing and fecuring game. Ihc
trees, therefore, of which thefe na-

tural woods are compofed, confift of
all ages, and lizes.from the ancient

fathers of the foreft to the fcion

and the feedling. They grow alfo

in that wild, difordered manner,
which aature piefcribes ; as the

root cafually runs, which throws up
the fcion ; or as the (Q'i(^, or acorn,

finds foil, and room to eftablifti it-

felf and increafe. But though the

richnefs of the fcenery depends

greatly on this multifarious mixture,

which maffes and fills up all the

various combinations, yet the moft

ancient tjees of each fpecies are the

glory of fylvan landfcape. Young
trees, though even in diltant views

inferior to old, will however in that

fituation exhibit a better appearance,

than on the fpot ; where no foreft

fcenery can fill the eye, wiihout a

proper alfemblage of fuch trees, as

have feen ages paflcd over them :

thefe form thofc bold and rough

exhibitions, in which the pride and

dignity
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dignity ofjbreji 'vien.vs confift. We
have already obferved, that the

wild and rough parts of nature pro-

duce the flrongeft effeds on the

imagination ; and we may add,
they are tht^ only objeOs in land-
fcapes, which pleafe the picfturelque

eye. Every thing trim, and fmooth,

and neat, alleys it coolly. Pro-

priety brings us to acquiefce in the

elegant and well-adapted embelliih-

ments of art ; but the painter, who
Ihould introduce them on canvafs,

would be charafterized as a man
void of taile,and utterly unacquaint-
ed with the objcds of pidurefque

feledion. Such are the great ma-
terials, which we expedt to find in

the fkirts, and internal parts of the

foreft—trees of every kind, but

particularly the oldelt and roughed
of each. We examine next the ttzc^V

of Icenery which refuUs from their

combinations.

In fpeakipg of the gleriy we ob-
ferved that the principal beauty of
it, arofe from thofe little openings,

or glades, with which it commonly
abounds. It is thus in the forefl

woods. The great beauty of thefe

clofe fcenes arifes from the openings
and recedes, which we find among
them.

By this I do not mean the lai.v?is,

3.x\(\ pajlurage, which I mentioned as

one of the great divifions of forell

fcenery ; but merely thofe little

openings among the trees, which
are produced by various circum-
ftances. A fandy bank, or a piece

of rocky ground, may prevent the

contiguity of trees, and fo make an
opening ; or a tree or two may have
been blailed, or have been cut

down; or, what is the happiell of all

circumllances, a winding road may
run along the wood.—The fimple

idea which is varied through all

thefe little recedes, is the exhibi-
tion of a few trees, juft feen behind
others. The varieties of this mode
of fcenery, fimple as it is, are infi-

nite. Nature is wonderfully fertile ;

the iiiventiun of the painter may
form a compofiion more agreeable
to the rules of his art, than nature
commonly produces ; bi:t no inven-
tion can reach the varieties ofpar •

ticular ohjcBs.''^

Remarks on Forcji Scenery^

'vol. I, p. \%i^and p. 209.

" From Amblefide we fet ( ut for
Kefwick, which is about 18 miles iar-
ther north. We were now about to
enter the middle, and mcfl formi-
dable part, cfthatvaft chain of moun-
tains, which 1 have before mention-
ed, as the barrier between Cumber-
land and U cdmorland j and which
promiied, from a didant view, to
prelent us with a great variety of
very grand fcenery. Our morning's
voyage on the imooth expanfe of the
lake aided our prefcnt e.rpedition
with all the powers cf contrad.

But before we enter thele majef-
tic fcenes, it may be nccefiary to
premife a diftindion between a
J'cene of fnouiitain, and a mountain
fccne.

Mountainous countries mcf^ com-
monly prefcnt only the former. The
objeds are grand, but they are
huddled together, confufed, without
connedion ; and the painter ccnd-
ders them only asy/a^/"t\f, and forms
them into pidures by in:aginarj

carnlijialicns.

We fome times, however, fee a
mountainous country in which na-
ture itfelf hath mad- thefe t'cautiful

combinations— vsherc one part rt*-

lati s to another, and the ^if'ed of a
whole is produced. This is what I

call a riountaiTi j'csntt

IS 2 Of
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Of this latter kind is almoil the

whole road between Amblefide and

KeAvick. The moj. tains are na-

turally combined into fcenes. which

if not in all parts purely pidurefque,

are in all parts marked with the

great lines of comgpfition ; tho'

often on too wide a fcale for imita-

tion.

The firft objeifl of our attention,

on leaving AmblcTide, was Rydal

hall, the feat of Sir Michael le

Fleming. Itftands on a rifing lawn;

on the north and eali: it. is flielter-

tered by lofty mountains. In front,

towards the fouth, it commands a

noble diftance, confilting cf the ex-

tenfu'c vaie of Windermere, bound-

ed by the lake. The mountaias,_

on the north, called Rydal-cragg,

rifing clofe behind the houfe, is high

and rocky. That on the call: is of
inferior fize, but is covered with

wood. Bet,veen thefe mountains runs

a narrow, woody valley, through

which a confiderable ftreana, falling

down a quick defcent, along a rocky

channel, forms a fucceilion of caf-

cades.

One of thefe, though but a minia-

ture, is fo beautiful both in itfelf

and its accompaniments, as to de-

ferve particular notice— it is feen

from a fummer-houfe, before which

its rocky cheeks, circling on each

fide, form a little area, appearing

through a window like a piclure in

a frame. Thewater falls within a

few yards of the eye, which being

rather above its level has a long

perfpecVive view of the ftream, as it

hurries from the higher grounds,

tumbling, in various little breaks,

through its rocky channel, darken-

edWith thicket, till it arrive at the

edge of the precipice before the

window, from wht'ncfe it ruihes into

the bafon, which is formed by na-

ture in the native rock. The dark

colour of the (lone, taking ftil! a

deeper tinge from tiie wood, vviiich

hangs over it, fets olT to wonderful

advantage the iparkhng luftre of the

ftream, and produces an uncommon
etictl of light ; it is this eftetl,

indeed, from which the chief beauty

of the fcene arifes. In every repre-

fentation, truly piclurefque, the

fnade fhould greatly overbahnice the

light. The face of nature, under

the. glow of noon, has rarely this

beautiful appearance. The aitill

generally courts her charms in a

morning or evening hour, when the

fhadows are deep and extended, and

when the floping fun- beam alTords

rather a catching, than a glaring

light. In this little exhibition we
had an admirable idea of the magi-

cal efrccl of light, pidurefqiiely

diftributed.

On leaving Rydal, we entered a

vaft chafm between mountains,

which may be properly called a por-

tal to the fcenes we approached.

On palling it, we were prefented

with a grand /cene of mountains,

adorned by a lake called Rydal
water, on the left ; not indeed

adequate to the greatnefs of the

furrounding objects, but of fuch

beauty as immediately to fix the

eye. In the midft of it is a rocky

ifland, covered with wood—the

little river Rotha, winding round

a promontory, enters it on the

north.

Leaving thefe fcenes, we afcend-

ed a very fleep hill ; from the

fummit of which was difplayed a

profpefl of defoktion in a very dig-

nified form : it was an amphithea-

tre of craggy mountains, which ap-

peared to fvveep round a circum-

ference of at leail thirty miles;

tho' in /a6V, perhaps, it did not in-

clude half that fpace ; but great

cbjeds naturally form a wide fcale

cf
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of menfi-iration—the foal Involun-

t.irily fhjdiiered at the firft afped of

fuch a icene. At the dift.int part of

it lay Grafmer-lake, which being fo

far removed from the eye fcemed
only a bright fpot at the bottom of

the mountains.

To this lake the road directly led.

A nearer approach prefented us with

fome beautiful views on its bariks

;

though on the whole its principal

merit confided in rcfreflting the eye

with a fmooth expanfe of water, in

the midfl: of fuch a variety ot rough
mountain fcenery. As we Ccirted

its limits it feemed larger than that

of Ryda! ; and though it appeared
like a fpot at a diilance, became
now the principal feature of this

vaft vale.

From hence the road led us into

another amphitheatre, wild, and
immenfe like the former ; but
varied greatly in the (hapes of the

mountains, which were here more
broken and irregular; fhooting in

many places into craggy fummits
and broken points.

And yet even thefe wild fcenes,

covered as they are with crags,

and fcarce fur'niOiing the leaR.tint

of vegetation, are fubjecl to ri2,hts,

for which none but the hard inhabi-

tant would think it worth his while

to contend. You fee every where
their bare and barren fides marked
with partition walls—Hones witho-u

mortar, laid upon each other, crolT-

ing at right angles, and running
dawn lleeps, and along precipices,

where the eye can fcarce conceive
that they have any foundation. All

thefe partitions of defolaiimi y as they

may be called, have their inhabi-

tants; each maintaining a few
Hunted iheep, which picking the

meagre tufts of grafs whicli grow
under the flisltercd fides of crags

and ftoncs, earn, like their ov/ner, a

hard fubfillencc.

At the conclufion of this immenfe
amphitheatre, into which we lall

entered, we found an exit equal to

the fcene,—another grand moun-
tain-gap, or portal, through uhich

the road carried us up anoihfr il ep
mountain. At the top we pauied,

and looking back on the icenes we
had left, were prefented with a

view, which wholly filled the imagi-
nation. It was a retrofpeH oi \\iZ

amphiiheatre we had pafTed ; but in

a Hile dill grander, than the profpcft

of it. It was more ftrongly marked
with the great lines of compofition ;

and was, ofcourfe, more a whole.

A wide vale, thrown by perfpec-

tlve into a circular form, lay be-

fore the eye. Here alfo the difiant

part feemed occupied by the lake

of Graimer ; but a greyilh miil left

the idea ambiguous : beyond the

lake p.rofe various mountains, which

bounded it ; and uill beyond thefe

appeared the blue heads of other

mountains. IJiofe which formed

the fide fcreens of the vale, advanc-
ing forward from the difi^.nt moun-
tain beyond the lake, approached the

eye in a grand fweep, by the eafy

gradations of perfpeftive. The pro-

montories and receiTes of th^ mrre
removed parts were marked ivith a
faint fliadow, till, by degrees, both
the fide fcreens, growing boldly oa
the eye, were loll behind the two
checks of the craggy portal, v.hich,

with the road between ihem, formed
a fore -ground equal to the fccne.

The whole view is intirely of the

horrid kind. Not a tree appeared to

add the kaft chcarfulnefs to it.

With regard, to the adi5rnipg of

fuch a fcene vvitli figures, nothing

could fuic it better than a groupc of

banditti : of all the Icencs I ever

N 1 f:i\\,-
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fawj this was mofl adapted to the

perpetration of lome dreadful deed.

The imagination can hardly avoid

conceiving a band of robbers, lurk-

ing under tlie (hfiter of lomc pro-

jecting rock ; and expecting the

traveller as he approaches along the

valley beluw."
Ohjewalions rcJati've to piHu'

refque, made in the year 1772*

p. 159. vol. i.

** From Loch Leven we continued

our route northward, through a coun-

try of lictle curioiity. About eight

miles before we reach Perth, we
have a noble view, from the higher

grounds, of an extenfive vale, the

fertile country of Strathern ; through

which the river Erne appears, wind-

ing with many a meander, till it

enters the Tay. This vale extends

at leaft thirty miles ; and the eye

commands it from end to end.

Of the beautiful fituations it affords,

great advantage hath been taken by

the gentlemen of the neighbourhood.

You fee it in many parts marked

with diftant plantations ; and can

often diftir.guifh tne buildings, of

which thefe plantations are the ap-

pendages. Far to the weft ftands

Drummond-caflle, once the re-

fidence of the earls of Perth—now
an ill-fated, forfaken manfion.—In

an oppofre diredion, beyond the

Erne, you diflinguifh a rich fcene of

plantation. There the earl of Kin-

noul has extended his wood on

every fide. You may yet diflin-

guifh Duplin caftle rifing among
them, but foon the woods wUl to-

tally obfcure it. In its neighbour-

hood was fought the celebrated bat-

tle of Duplin, in which the family

of Hay, like the Reman Fabii, were

almoft ciit fF to a man. From a

palfage in Claudian one would fup-

pofe the iirnp 10 have b^en oft^n

before dyed with blood

—

Scotorum

ciunulosJlevit glacialis Jerne.

Beyond the vale of Erne, which
is a much riciier landlcape, than is

commonly found in Scotland, the

eye is llill carried into a diftance

more remote. Iteahly diilinguifhes

where that river, at the end of
the vale, enters the T.ny, which is

now a grand eiluary, and is one of
the principal features of the view.

You trace it, it the day be clear, as

far as Dundee ; vvhrre making a
fudden turn it retreats behind the

higher grounds: this whole vaft dif-

tance, both of Strathern, and of the

vale of Tay, is bounded by moun-
tains, as the Scotch views in gene-
ral are, which add both ornament
and dignity to them.

We did not however fee this land-

fcape with full advantage. The
day was clear, and a noon-tide

fua, in all its dazzling brightnefs,

had fpread over it all that profu-

fion of light which is fo unfav 'ur-

able to landfcape. A perpendicu-

lar ray (carce allowed the exigence

of fhade; whereas, to give the land-

fcape its full advantage, the ihadow,

not the light, fliould have prevailed :

the mountains particularly fhould

have been in fliade. In almoft all

cafes the darkei ed mountain makes
the moil refpeftful figure, except

perhaps, when under a morning or

evening fun, you wi(h to tip its pro-

minent knolls with light. Under
the fhiido.v of the mountains a gentle

light, fpreadinginto the vale, vvould

have had a beautiful effedl; and as

it decayed, it might ha"e marked
two or three objefts with fplendour,

to carry on the idea to the end of the

fcene.

We did not enter Strathern ; but

left it on the right, and made to-

\^'ards the mountains of Moncrief.

From thefe heights we had a re-

tfofpe^t
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trofpedl of the fame fcenes, only

more extended. The vale cf Erne,

which lay before to the north, was
now removed to the fcuth, but un-

der this different afp^dt had ftill a

better efi^'ed ; at leaft, it was fo

much better enlightened, when we
now faw it, that it appeared to

much greater advantage. In an-

other diredion, the eye extended
over the rich plains of Gowry, and
the frith of Tay, even lo its junc-

tion with the ocean."

jf general Hijiory of Mufic,yroz« the

carliep ages to the preftnt period. By
Charles Burney, iVf«/: D. F. R. S,

infour ^volumes, ^to.

THE firft volume of this ela-

borate work was publifiied

by fubfcription, in the year 1776;
and when we confider the extent of

the undertaking, the variety of the

materials to be confulted, collefted,

and arranged, and the critical ac-

curacy of the execution, we cannot

be furprized at the length of time,

which has been found necefTary to

bring it to its prefent ftate of per-

feftion.

The genera! plan of the work
may be coUeded from the following

pnfTages, taken from the preface

to the firft volume :
—" With re-

fpedl to the prefent work, there

mr.y, perhaps, be many retders,

who wilh, and exped to find in it

a deep and well-digefted treatife on
the theory and pradtice of mufic:

while others, lefs eager after fuch

information, will be feeking for

mere amufement in ihe narrative.

I wi(h it had been in ray plan and
power fully to fatisfy either party

j

but a hiftory is neither a body of
laws nor a novel. 1 have blended

together theory and pr^^ce, fa^s

and explanations, incidents, caufes,

cor.fequences, conjedtures, and con-
feflions of ignorance, juft as the fub-

jed produced them. Many new
materials, concerning the art of mu-
fic in the remote times of which
this volume treats, can hardly be
expedted. The collecting into one
point the molt interefting circum-
llances relative to its pr-dciv-e and
profefTors ; its connection with reli-

gion, with war, with the lla^^e, with
public feltivals and private amufe-
ments, have principally employed
me : and as the hiltorian of a great
and powerful empire marks its li-

mits and refources, its acq'.iifitions

and lofles, its enemies and allies,

I have endeavoured to point out the

boundaries of mufic, aod its in-

fluence on our paflions ; its early

fubferviency to poetry ; its fetting

up a feparate interelt, and after-

wards aiming at independance ; the
heroes who have fought its battles,

and the victories they have obtain-
ed."

" It was my intention, when I firft

entered upon this work, to trace the
genealogy of mufic in a righi line,

without either meddling with the
collateral branches of the family, of
violating the reverence of antiquity.

I wilhed and determined to propor-
tion my labour to my powers ; and
I was unawares feduced into a
conrfe of reading and conjedturc,

upon matters beyond the reach of
human ken, by the chief lubjedt of
my enquiries being fo cxten lively

diffufed through all the regions of
literature, and all the ages of the
world. I found ancient mufic fo

intimately connected with poetry,

mythology, government, manners,
and fciences in genpral, that wholly
to feparate it from them, feemed to

me iikc takinc, a finele figure out
N 4

'

of
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of a grcupe in an hiflorlcal picliire,

or a fingle chara^fler out of a drama,
of which the propriety depends
upon the dialogue and the incidents.

If therefore a number of figures ap-

pear in tJie back-ground, I hope
they will give reuef, and fomewhat
keep off the crynefs and fatigue,

which a fimple fubje-fl in a long

work, or a fingle figure if often re-

peated, though in ditierent points

of view, is apt to produce."

Prefixed to the hiilory of Egyp-
tian, Hebrew, Greek, and Roman
iTiufic, which occupies the whole
of the firft volume, vve have a
very learned and ingenious differ .r

tation " on the mujlc of the an-

cients,'''' ih general. The llady

of ancient mufic he jufily confiders

as the bufinefs of an antiquary

more than of a mufician ; aod he

thiuki' it' perhaps a fortunate cir-

cumltance for modern muiic, t)',at

the aftcient is loft. We. cannot,

however entirely concur with him
in this, ppjnion. His argument,
that it might not have fuited the

geniu;. of oar language, and might
yet have tied us down to prece-

dent, as well as the iliuftration

drawn' from' moder.^ iatinity, is

evidePitly inconclufive. With re-

gard to its merits, there is doubt-

lefs, from the obfcurity in which
the fubje^l is involved, niuch

room fjr hefitation and diftruft.

The difiiculty of reconciling the

accounts handed down to us by

ancient authors, of the powers of
their mufic, and of the extraordina-

ry effefts produced by it, with the

Junplicity and v>/eaknefs of their in-

lliuments, as reprefented in ancient

fcalpture, appears to be infuper-

able. And, upon the whole, the

reader will perhaps be difpofed to

f.Lil in with Df. Buiney in the opi-

nion he endeavours to eAabiifh in the

10th feQion, which treats exprefs-

ly of the efFeds of the ancieht

mufic, and in which he has cri-

tically examined fome of the moft

celebrated initances that are re-

corded, viz. that after rejefling

wiiat is evidently fabulous and ex-

travagant, much of what remains

is to be attributed to various con-

comitant caufes, which the circum-

flances of the llory itfelf will, in

almofl every cafe, evidently point

out.

The differtation is divided into

ten fedtions. The firft treats of the

notation or tablature of ancient

mulic, including its fcales, inter-

vals, fyftems, and diagram. The
fecond, of the three genera, diato-

nic, chromatic, and enharmonic.

The third, of the modes. The fourth,

of mutations. The .fifth, of melo-

poeia. The fixth, of rhythm. The
feventh, of the. praftice of melo-

pceia, with examples. The eighth,

w^hether the ancients had counter-,

ppint, or jnufic in parts. The ninth,

of dramatic mufic. The tenth, of

the efFe(l6 attributed to the mufic

of the ancients. ..

In the feventh feclion the reader

is prefcnted with a copy of the ori-

ginal manufcript of the three

hymns, publiihed at the end of the

Oxford edition of Aratus, in 1672,
with the Greek mufical characters

or notes to which they were fung
;

the fame mufic, in equivalent mo-
dern notes, and an Elnglifh tranlla-

tion of each hymn; which the reader

will find, together with other felec-

tions from this work, at the end of
our poetical article.

In the chapter concerning Egyp-
tian mufig, we have the following'

account, accompanied with an eri-

graving, of a mufical inllrument of

two itrings, with a neck to it, takea

fiom one of tliQ obeliiks brought

from
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from Egypt by Auguuus Cccfar,

and fjppofed to have been erected

at Heliopolis by Selouris.

" This inftrument," heobferves,
" defefvca a particular defcription,

not only from its great antiquity, but

from its form ; for, by having

been furniflied with a neck, though
it had but two firings, it was capa-

ble of producing from them a

great number of notes ; for in-

itance, if thefe two firings were
tuned fourths' to each other, rhey

would furniOi that feries of founds

nhich tlie ancients call a heptachord,

confining oftwo conjunct tetrachords,

as B, c, d, e. E, f, g, a ; and if the

firings of this inflrumenti like

thofe of the calafcione, were tuned

fikhs, t!»ey would produce an oftave,

or two dibjunft tetrachords; an ad-

vantage v\hich none of the Grecian
jnflrumcnts feem to hdve poffeffcd

for many ages after this column
was ereited. Indeed L have never

yet been able todifcover, in any re-

mains of Greek fculpture, an inilru-

ment furniflied with a neck ; and
lather Montfaucon fays, that in ex-

amining the reprcfentaticn of near

five hundred lyres, harps, and ci-

tharas, he never met with one in

which there \^as any contrivance for

fliortening (Irings during the time
of performance, as by a neck and
finger-board.

" This inftrument, therefore, is hot

only a proof that mulic was culti-

vated by the Egyptians in the moft

remote antiquity ; but that they

had difcovered the means of extend-

ing their fcale, and multiplying

the founds of a few ftrings bv the

nioft fimple and commodious ex-

pedients."

We have next a defcription of
the celebrated Theban harp of

Mr. Cruce, in a letter from that

gentleman to the author, in wliich

he has added an account ofrevennj
other inllruments difcovered by
him in his journey to the foun-
tains of the Nile.

The hi (lory of Hebrew mufic
contains an account of the feve-
ral mufical inllruments mentioned
in the Bible, and particularly in
the book of Pfalms ; together with
an explanation of the titles pre-
fixed to feveral of the Pfalms, and
other mufical terms that ccCur ia
them. To thefe are added feve-
ral chants to the Pfalms, as prac-
tifed by the modern German and
Spanish Jews.
The hillory of Greek mufic Is

divided into fix chapters. The
firll treats of mufic in Greece dur-
ing the refidence of paean di-
vinities of the iirft order upon
earth. The fecond, during that of
the tierreflrial or demi-gods. The
third, IS concerning the mufic of
heroes and heroic times. The'
fourth, of the mufic of Greece
from the time of Homer, includ-
ing the mufical contefts at the fe-

veral public games. The fifth, of
ancient mufical ft£ls, and theories

of found. Thefixth^ of the fcolia,

or fong-; of the aaciein Greeks.
.As the Romans borrowed their

mufic almoll entirely from Greece,
and that too at a late period, the
account of it is comprifed within a
ve:y fmall compafs. At the end oP
this volume are added a few reflex-

ions upon tii2 conllri'.dlion and ufe

of fome particular nuificul iirftra-

ments of antiquity ; together with
three plates, in which their forms
are delineaied.

The fecor\d volume commences
with an account of the introduc-

tion of mufic into the church, and
of its progrefs there previous to

the time of Guido. Our author

pioves, from various authorities, Vhe

§ ufe
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ufe of mufic by the primitive

Chriftians, even before churches

were built, or their religion ella-

bliftied by law.
" With reipeft to the mufic that

was firrt uTed by the Chriflians, or

eftabliihed in the church by the firft

eaiperors that were firlt converted,

as no fpecimens remain, it is dif-

ficult to determine of what kind

it was. That fome part of the fa-

cred mufic of the Apoftles, and

their immediate fucceflbrs, in Pa-

leiline and the adjacent countries,

may have been fuch as was ufed

by the Hebrews, particularly in

chanting the pfalms, is probable ;

but it is no lefs probable that the

mufic of the hymns which were firft

received in the church, wlierever

paganifm had prevailed, refembled

that which had been many ages ufed

in the temple worfhip of the Greeks

and Romans. Of this, the verfifi-

cation of thofe hymns affords an in-

difputable proof, as it by no means

refembles that of the Pfalms, or of

any other Hebrew poetry. And
examples may be found in the bre-

viaries, mifi'ais, and antiphonaries,

ancient and mouern, of eVery fpc-

cies of verfification which has been

pratlifed by the Greek and Latin

poets, particularly die lyric ; fiich

as the Akmanian, Alcaic, Sapphic,

&c.
" Father Meneftrier conjcftures,

with great appearance ofcruth, that

the manner of j-eading and finging

in the church, was taken from the

public theatres, which were ftill

open when chanting was ellabliflied;

and the paflion of our Saviour being

a kind of tragedy, it is very proba-

ble, that in finging it to the people,

he prieft imitiited the melody of

tragedy : whence the cu!lom was

introduced of performing the mafs

by difR rent perfons and in dilTcrent

tones. It is certain, at leaft, that

the moderns have taken their ideas

of tragedy from religious mylle-
ries."

Our author then proceeds to give

an account of the fpecific difference

between the Ambrofian and Gre-
gorian chant ; after which is given

an ample account and explanation

of the finging tlefs and mufical

chara.^lers of the middle ages. This
is followed by a fliort account of

modern Greek mufic, and its no-
tation, and of the ellablifl:iment

of church mufic in England and
France. The organ, the ufe of
which is traced up as high as the

Emperor Julian the Apoftate, ap-

pears to have been commonly ufed

in churches and convents fome time

before the end of the tenth century.

The fecond chapter contains an
account of the invention of coun-

terpoint, and of the ftate of mufic

from the time of Guido to the

formation of the time-table. In

this part of his work, the author

has endeavuiT-ed to afcertain with

greater prccifion than had been
done before, the inventions of that

celebrated monk, and the true li-

mits of the improvements for which
modern mufic is indebted to him.
'Ihefe he confiders under the fol-

lowing heads ;—gammut ; lines and
clefs ; the harmonic hand ; hexa-
chords and folemnifation

; points^,

counterpoint, difcant, and organi-

zing ; and the polypleftrum or
fpinet.

The firll appears to have been
undoubtedly the invention of Gui-
do ; and though parallel lines

were of higher antiquity, yet he
ftrft eRablifhcd the regular fiafF of
four lines, and fuggelfed the ufe of
lines and fpaces together, and con-

fe^juently
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feqnently of clefs. The harmonic

hand, and hexachords or foiemnKa-

tion, are evidently parts of the fame
fyllem ; and though Dr. Eui ney
!<• of opinion that this Allem
ij not whoily developed in the

writings of Guido, yet as the in-

vention is afc'ibed to him by co-

tcmporary writer?, he confiders him
as fully entitled to all the piaife it

deferves. Our author has here ad-

ded an account of the leveral at-

tempts that have fince been made
to augment the number of fyllables

in folemoifation, in order to furnifh

a diftinft name for every accidental

flat and Iharp.

With refpcdl to counterpoint, he

obferve.', that it does not appear,

from the few fpecimens given in the

Micrologus of Guido, that prac-

tical harmony, fuch as is now un-

derllood by harmony in different

parts, had made any conf;derable

advances towards perfeiflion when
that tradl was vvri:ten ; and that

fuch attempts at nmnUaneous har-

mony as he has exhibited, are

to be found in treatifes that have
been preierved of much earlier writ-

ers.—Ot thefe, of the introdudion

of the organ, and the progrefs of
dcfcant or organi2iug plain chant,

an ample detail is given.

The third chapter treats ** of the

formation of the time-table, and of
the itate of mufjc from that dif-

covery till the middle of the four-

teenth century." Notwithllanding

the benefit conferred on mufic by
the invention of a time-table , which

extended the licnits o. ingenuity

and contrivance to the utmofl verge

of imagination, nothing is known
with certainty concerning its author.

John de Muris, to whom the ho-

nour is ufually alcribfd, mentions
'• Franco as the in\entor of the fi-

gures of the cantus nienfu:abiUs j"

and Franco himfelf, in his treatife

on mea.ured mufic, acknowledge.?
*' that he ha^ not fcrupled to inlerc

what others before him baJ iaid well
on the fubject." He was however
the firft approved writer on mea-
lured mufic ; and our au'.hcr nas
given us an analyfisof hhs celebrat-

ed treatife.

The following chapter treats "of
the origin of modern languages,
to which vvriiten melody ai^d har-
mony were rirll applied ; and o? the
general Itatc of mufic tiii the in-

vention of printing, about the year
1450."
Our author oblerves that, during^

near two centuries after Guide's
arrangement of the fcale, and the

invention of the time-tabie, no
remnants or records of fecular mu-
fic can be found, except thofe of
the Troubadours or Provencal
poets. And thouj^h, in the fxmple
tunes which have been preierved of
thefe bards, no time is marked,
and but little variety of notation

appears, yet it is not difiicult

to difcovir in them germs of
the future melodi-s of France and
Italy. Of thele the mcU ancient that

our author has been able to difcover,

are fome llanzas written by Anfelm
Faidit, a Troubadour, upon the
deathof our Richard the Firlt, which
are prefervcd in the Vatican, and,

together with a fic fimile of the

mufical notes, and the fame me-
lody, with a bafe in modtrn notes,

are here inferted. As frccimens of
the antieut French fcngs and mu-
fic, he has given two old chants for

the feafts of St, Sicph^n r.nd St.

John ; the chanfon de Roland, an
old military fong ; and three longs

of the ChiVelain de Coucy, wiitcen

and Iti about the year 119c. Wc
iiave alfo two fbngs, the compo-
fuicn of Thibaut king of Navarre,

who
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v.]io was born at the beginning of

the thirteenth century, v^hich, our

author obferves, will remind us of

inany French airs of the preient

centurvjand fliew that vocal melody
has remained nearly ilationary in

France ever fince the former pe-

xiod. . .

With refped to the mufic of the

middle ages in Italy, he lays, that

the molb ancient melodies ^ie^vvas

able to find, whi9h had orlgiijally

been fet to Italian words, were in a

coUet^ion ai Laucle SptrituaUy pre-

ferved at Florence. A focietv for

the performance of thefe religious

poems was inftituted there io early

as the year J31B, and ilill fubfifts.

Of thefe facred fongs a fpecimen

is given, from which it appears that

they are little more than chants,

and without bale. SuScient proofs,

our author is of opinion, are to be

found in Petrarch's works of the

practice of counterpoint in the four-

teenth century ; and this he further

confirms by feveral paffages in the

tales of Boccace. .

The hiitory of Englifh minftrel-

{y comes next in order ; but no re-

mains of our ancient domeftic fe-

cular melody, prior to the reign of

Henry the Fifth, have reached the

prefent age. A fong, compofed on
occafion of the battle of Agincourt,

is given as the only relick of that

period. " The nun;bcr of trsds that

were written on the iubjeft of mufic

before the middle of the fifteenth

century, is however foconuderable,

as not only to make us believe that

it was in great favoOr, but incline

U3 to expedl more perfedion than is

found in the fpecimens of compo-
fjtion that have been preferved."

—

Of the moil valuable of thefe trafts,

which are for the molt part inediLed;

Dr. Bufuey has given a full ac-

count. - A defcriptive fong upon

tlie approach of fummer, of about
thi^ period, beginning, Sttmer is i

cumen in^\ is 'recommended to the

reader's attention, as being, th^firft

example ofcouhterpoint in fix parts,

as wcU as of canon, fugue or catch,

that can be produced, and confe-

quently as forming an jera in vocal

harmony.
In the reign of Edward the Sixth

the minllrels of the king were in-

corporated ; and as our author con-

ceives this to be the origin of rhofe

mufjcal cftablifl'sments of the chapel

royal and king's band, he has given
us an account of their employments
and ailowarices.

The fifth chapter contains an
Account of the Rate of mufic from
the invention of printing till the

middle of the fixteenth century,

including its cultivacicn in the maf-
fes, motets, .and feculat fyn-gs of
that period.^ Of the labour .which

the author has gone through in this

part of his undtiriaking the reader

may form fonie idea from the fol-

lowing quvtation. •* Though we are

arrived at that period when the pro-

duiTtions of the prefs will coniider-

ably dimiiniflr the .labour of re-

fearch, yet the difiiculty of finding

materials will be only changed to

that of feledion ; and the perufal of

old mufic after it is found, is at-

tended with much more trouble

than literary works of an equal an-

tiquity ; for being publifhed and
preferved \n Jingle parts, thefe parts

muil previoufly be put into fuch a

ftate, that the eye may compare
their feveral relations atone glance;

O!", to ufe the language of muhcians,

they mull be y^or^^, before their

beauties or defeds can be difcover-

ed ; and this, from the difiiculty of

obiolete notation, and the want of

bars, is rendered a very flow procefs.

But being determined to ^peak of

no
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no muC-.c with which I am unnc-

qaainrcd, or of which I am unable

to furnirh fpeclmens, I have tran-

fcnbed, \n paritura or/core, many
voUi-mesj not only of the fame age,

bat ibmetiraes of the fame author,

in orvier to fele^St the beft produc-
tions I am able for my work, or at

Jealt to qualify myfelf to judge of

each compofer's abilities and refour-

ce?. Of the produdioDS of each

period I have endeavoHBed to pro-

cure examples from the works of
thofe who were the chief favourites

of their cotemporaries, in order to

put it into the power of critics ia

compofition to compare mufical ex-

cellence, and build their opinions of
Superiority -upon the works them-
{e!ves,and not upon fyllem, conjec-

ture, or prejudice."

Of the early con trap untiib on
the coatifent, ofwhofe compofuions
fpecimeiis are given in this' chapter,

there are eight, and the fame num-
ber of Englifii, beginr.ing with

William Newark, and ending with

Robert Parfons ; thefc fpecimens

are accompanied with a critical

analyfis and judgment upon their

refpeftive merits.

The thir3 volume begins with an
accounp of the progrefs of mnfic in

England during the reigns of Henry
VIH. Edward VI. and Elizabeth.

With regard to church mufic,

though it appears to have under-

gone no other change in the time

of Henry, than being applied to

the Englilli infttad of the Latin

language, yet it was in frequent

danger, from the fanaticifm of fome
furious reformers, of total abolition.

Our author has inferted fome cu-

rioiis fpecimens of the violent outcry

made by the puritans of this and the

following reigns, againft this part

of the church fcrvice ; in whi.h it

is defcribed as roaring,, ho'wiingt

ivhyjlcljngy piping iMith crgcuis, and
tojjing about the pjalmsfron onejidc of
the choir to anotherjixjith thefqucaking

cf chanting choirijiers dij'guijed m
ivhitefurpiicest &C.

Our atthor traces the origin of
metrical pfalmody, as diilindt from
chanting in cathedrals, to the firft

German reformers. By them it

was brought to England in the reiga
of Edward VI. and foon became ge-
neral, through means of the verrion

cf Sternhold and Hopkins. Dr.
Burney is, as might be expeded, no
admirer of this dull, unifonous pUi-
mcdy, and pleads Itrongly for the
admiilion cf a better fpecies of ma-
fic into the fervlce of the church.
His argument is fnort and fimple.

—

" Such finging," fays he, " as is

c.iflomar)' in our parochial fervice,

gives neither ornament nor dignity
to the pfalms or portions of fcrip-

ture that are brawled out and bawl-
ed with an unmuGcal and unmeajiihg
vehemence. It cannot be for the
fake cf thc'fentiments or inllruAions

which the words contain, thefs are
better underllood when read by the
clergyman and clerk ; and why, af-

ter being read, they fnould b? Vung,
unlefs mu.^ic is fuppcfed to add to
their energy or embellilhmcnt, is

not eafy to difccver."' He then pro-
ceeds to give an account of that i^x-

perior fpecies of church mufic, which
during the reign of Elizabeth was
cultivated with fo much fuccefs by
Tallis, Bird, and Morley : and con-
cludes with a brief account of the

ficular vocal and infli umtntal mufic
of the fame period.

The five fcllowing chapters treat

of the ftate-ofmuiic, during the fif-

teenth century, in Italy.-Ger.-na.ny,

France, Spain, and the Netherlands.

Our limits will not permit ui to ac-

company
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company this indefatigable hiftorian

thp.ugh the uhole of his laborious

couile : we fhall therefore content

ourielves wiih remarking, that the

vfc of double ciijcords by Montaverdf ;

of what are now called chrcmatic

paffagfcs by Orlando di LalTo ; and

the bold and unexpeded modulations

of Cipriano di Rore, will attrr.d the

attention of the mufical reader, as

forming memorable epochs in the

hirtory of the art.

In the feventh chapter, our au-

thor relumes the hiitoryof the pro-

Crefs of munc in England, and

carries it on o the end of the feven-

teenth century. Wehavehere a cu-

ous and amuiing account of mafqucs,

which, by the introduftion of recita-

tive, were afterward converted in-

to the Englifh opera. Indeed the

mafque written by Ben Jonionj and

performed fc r the entertainment of

the French ambafTador, in 1617,

was in all its parts a comprete

and genuine o'pera. Under the ar-

ticle of ^jccal chamber mu/:c, Se-

veral fpecimens are given of the

madrigals, cannons and catches of

that period, from a wcik called

«' Pammelta, or Mufick's Mi'cclla-

nie," publifhedin 1609, and which

Dr. Burney calls the '^primitive

catch -book." Infiriimenial mufic'

follows ; in the account of which

there is a critical examination of

the merits of the compoiitions of that

age called Jantafias. After parfu-

ing his courfe through the reign of

Charles I. and the iit:erreg72i:m, cur

author gives the following account

of the remarkable change which took

place in the Ityle of church mufic,

immediately afur the reftoration.

It is taken from a curious MS.
written by the Honourable Roger

North, entitled, "Memoirs of Mu-
fick."

<» The ftandard cf church

mufic begun by Mr. Tallis, Mr. Bird,

and others, was continued for lomc
years after the reftoration, and all

compolers conformed themfelves to

the pattern which was fet them.
" His majelfy (Charles II.) who

was a brifk and airy prince, coming
to the crown in the flowf r and vigour

of his age, was foon, if I may fo fay,

tired with the grave and folemn way
which had been ellablifhed by Tal-
lis, Bird, and others, and ordered

the compofcrs of his chaple to add
fymphonies, &c. with inftruments,

to their anthems ; and thereupon ef-

tabliflied a itXtdi number of his pri-

vate mufic to play the fymphony and
ritornellos which he had appointed.

The old mafters of mufic. Dr.
Child, D.--. Gibbons, Air. Low, &c.

organifts to his majelty, hardly knew
how to con^port themfelves with

thofe new-fangled ways, but pro-

ceeded in their compofitions ac-

cording to the old ityle, and therefore

there are only fome fervices and full

anthems of theirs to be found.
" In about four or five years time,

fome of the forwardeft and brighiell

children of the chaple, as Nejham
Humphrey, John Blow, &c. began
to be m.afters of the faculty in com-
pofing

J
this his majefiy greatly en-

couraged, by indulging meir youth-

ful fancies, fo that every month, at

leaft, they produced fomething new
of this kind. In a few years more,

feveral others educated in the cha-

ple produced their compofitions in

this flyle ; for otherwife it would

have been all in vain to pleafe his

majelly."

Dr. Burney now mentions the

particular pleafure he feels, in being

arrived at that period of his labours,

which allows him to fpeak of //f//ry

Purcell.—" The unHmited powers of

this mufician's genius, embraced
every
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every fpecies ofcompofition that was

then known with equal felicity.

in writing for the church, whether

he adhered to the elaborate and

learned llyle of his great predecef-

fors, Tallis, Bird, and Gibbons, in

which no inltrument is employed
bat the organ, and the feveral parts

areconftantly moving in fugue, imi-

tation, or plaia counterpoint ; or,

giving way to feeling and imagina-

tion, adopted the new and expref-

five ftyle of which he was himfelf

one of the principal inventors, ac-

companying the voice parts with in-

ftruments, to enrich the harmony,
and enforce the melody and mean-
ing of the words—he manifelled

equal abilities and refources. In

compofitions for the theatre, though

the colouring and eftefls of an or-

cheitra were then but lictle known,
yet as he employed them more than

his predecelTors, and gave to the

voice a melody more interefting and
impaiTioned than, during the lall

century, had been heard in this coun-

try, or perhaps in Italy itfelf, he

foon became the delight and darli;)g

of the nation. And in feveral fpe-

cies of chamber mafic which heat-

tempted, whether fonatas for inftru-

ments, or odes, cantatas, fong.s bal-

lads, and catches for the voice, he

fo far furpafled whatever our country

had produced, or imported before,

that all other mufical productions

leem to have been inilantly confign-

ed to contempt or oblivion."

To this panegyric he has added
a minute critical examination of two
of the moil excellent produitinns of

this favourite cornpofer, the Te Deum,
and Jubilate. The chapter con-
cludes with an account of the pro-

grels of the -vijan in England, to

the end of the lall century.

The four fubfeqnent chapters are

again occupied ia tracing ;he pro-
8

grefs of mufic upon the continent

during the fevcnteenth century ; of

thefe the ninth, which treats of the

progrefs of the violin in Italy, and
contains a critical account of the

compofitions of Corelli and Tartini,

cannot fail to be highly acceptable

to the mufical reader.

The lall chapter continues the

hiilory of church mufic from the

death of Purcell to our own times ;

and is enriched wi:h criticifms upon
the works of Croft, Weldon, Greei:,

Bo:cey Star.hy and Nares.

The fourth volume opens with an
introduiftory •' Ellay on the Eupho-
nia, orSweetpefs of Languages, and
their fitqefs for Mufic."—The ob-
jeft which the author profefTes to

have ia view in this differtation, is

" to recommend care to our lyric

poets in the fcleclion and arrange-

ment of fyllables, as well as unity

offubjefl ; and attentive obfervance

to the compofers wlio fet them to

mufic, not to dwell on harfh, mute»

nafal, or guttural words, xvhich

either preclude or vitiate all mufi-

cal found.

The four Kk'!\. chapters of this vo-

lume treat, in order, of the inven-

tion of recitative, and the eftablifh-

ment of the mufical drama or optra.

in Italy ; of the facred mufical dra-

ma or oratorio \ of the opera huffa or

comic opera and ?'.'?r^r«£'zz/ ; and
d^ cantatas or narrative chamber mu-
fic. Each of thefe articles is in-

terfperfed with judicious criticifms

upon the compofers (together with

fpecimens of their works) and curi-

ous anecdotes relating to performers,

who dillinguifhed themfelvcs in thefe

fcvcra! branches of the mufical art.

We have alfo, in the f rft chapter, a
fliort account of the origin of the in-

human practice of mutilating chil-

dren in order to keep the voics in

its adolcfcciu llate.

In
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In the fifth chapter we have an

account of " attempts at dramatic

mufic in England, previous to the

eilablifliment of the Italian opera :"

and in the fixth, a full and ample
detail of " the orij^in of the Italian

cpcra in England, and of its progrefs

there, during the prefent century."

The f.rft opera, wholly Italian, in

poetry, muf:c and performance, that

was exhibited on the flage in Eng-
land, was Almaheidcy in the year 1 7 1 o,

and is well known from the fine hu-

mour and raillery in one of the pa-

pers of the Guardian^ to which it

gave occafion.

Towards the latter end of the

fame year, Mr. Handel arrived in

England, and foon after produced

the opera o( RinaUo, the fir it of thir-

ty-nine, which during a courfe of

twenty-nine years, he compofcd for

the ftnge. Of allthefc, in their or-

der of time. Dr. Burney has given us

a critical analyfis and examination,

charadlerifing the different flyles,

and marking the various degrees of

excellence and comparative merits

of the feveral compofxtions. This

part of his work is alfo interfperfed

with many entertaining anecdotes.

relative to the cotemporary mufical

compofers and performers.

In 1.748, ^&\•e.'^ years after. Han-
del had retired from the orcheftra of
the Italian opera, a company of co-

mic fingers was, for the firil time,

brought over from Italy. The fub-

fequcnt fortunes of the opera-houfe,

with hiflories and charaders of the

favourite performers, are continued

down to the year 1788 ; to which is

added an account of the commemo-
ration cf Handel, in 1784, and the

following, years.

In the feventh chapter, our author

again returns to the continent, and
with his ufual hiftorical minutenefs,

and critical judgment, both relates

and etlimates, in this ^nd the four

following chapters, all the mufical

events of the prefent century. A
view of " the general ilate of mu-
fic in England during the prefent

century," forms the twelfth ana con-

cluding chapter cf this elaborate

work,—" a work (to finifli with the

anthor's own wjrds) that has been
thirty years in meditation, and more
than twenty in writing and print-

ine."

CONTENTS.
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HISTORY OF EUROPE,

CHAP. I.

iietrofpeScl'ue view of the aj^airs of France from the year I'j'^J- Conjidmct

of the parliament of Paris on their fuccefs in invalidating the royal tdids

for the neiv taxes. Remcyifrance en behalf of their exiled memb-rs. An»
fiuer. Refolutions, in 'violation of the King's injundions. Confequences of
the parliament^s declarationof its o-ix:ninco7npetence to le-vy, or to concur in le-

*vying taxes. Sprit of liberty general, and accompanied ixilh a rage for
innovation. Nothing but reforms heard. Admirable reform in the codes of
ci'vil and criminaljujlice. Ediel infa-vour ofthe Prctejlants, happily paf-

fed. Flame already raifed on the fubjeci of Leltres de Cachet, much in-

creafed, by thefeifng and committal to prifon of M. de Catalan, prefident of
the parliament of Tholoufe. Long remotijlrance from the parliaTTunt of
Paris to the King, difujjlng many points relative to the conjlitution.

Some remarks on that piece, ivith an account of the origin of enregijlering

edids, and of the caufe and manner of holding beds ofjujfice. Anf^wer

from the King to the remonfranee. Adminijiration deeply, but fecretly en-

gaged inframing a ne-iv conjiituticn. Some particulars of this fyftem, and

of theform, compo/ition and nature of the neiv fupreme court, 'which 'juas

to fupercede parliaments in all matters relative to gc-vernmcnt. Silence,

end apparent inncii-vity of the court, excite fufpicions, -vhich are intrea/eJ

to general apprehenfion and alarm, by circuinjiances cbferved at the royal

prefs in Paris. M. d'Ejpremend, by indirect means, becomes viafter of the

ivhole fecret, ivhicb he communicates to the parliament. Sudden meeting of
that body ; ^various refolutions pajjed ', order copies oftheir prcccediigs to be

tranfmitted to all parts of the kingdgm. Mat againfuddsnh en en at temft
Vet. XXXL

•' * o w«<^



CONTENTS.
maJe to arreft M. d'Epretnenil, and M. de Monjamhcrt. Strong profejf,

ordered to he presented hy a drputation to the king. King refufes to recei-ve

the deputatiorty and the parliament fuddenly Jurroundcd by a regiment of
guards. Commanding c£i:er enters the ajjembly, and commands in the king's

name, the t-vjo ohnoxious members to be delivered up. After a longJilencSt

the prefident anfwered, that they tuere all Moiijamberts and d^E/premenils ;

upon n.vhich the officer returning forfrejh orders, the parliament continues

locked up in its chamber for n<iar t-xuenty-four hours. On the oficer^s re-

turn, charging them, under the pinalty of high treafon, to deliver up the

tivo members, they Jiill continue fihnt, but the iivo gentlemen gi've thcm-

fel'ves up. Bed of jujiice ordered to be held at Verfailles on the "ith of May.
Frotejls entered, and addrefs prepared by parliament. Kingft-verely repre-

hends the conduS of parliament in his introductory fpeech : Announces the

neio conji'itution : Ordinances read and regijlered : Farther particulars

of them. Strong protcjl cf Parliament, dated atfcven o'clock the follovj-

ing mornin(r. Froteji feconded by a letterfigned by a number of the peers

t

declaring their utter difapprobation of the reforms in government, and their

determination to take no part in the functions ajjigned thcrn by the neiv or-

dinances. Clergy no lejs dfpofed to adhere to the parliaments than the peer-

age. Another proteji and memorial from parliament, ^jcho order their prO'

ceedings to be fent to a notary, and effectual 7neans ufedfor their publicaticn.

Go-jerncr of Paris enters the chatnbers ofparliament at the Palais Royal,

feizes their papers and archives, then locks andfeals up the doors. All the

parliaments in the kingdom about thefame time fufpended. Chatelet ijfue a
jlrong derlaration againjl all thcfe proceedings that -ivere inimical to the par-

liaments. Memorial of an extraordinary nature, figned by forty-fe^ert

peers and bijhops, prefented perfonally to the King. Alarming afpeSl of

affairs. Seditious and treafonable papers continually pojied upon the gates

and in the Jlreets of Paris. Publication of an incendiary libel of the moff

obnoxious and dangerous kind. Great diforders and tumults in the provinces.

Bretagne'. Count de Perigord, goHjernor general of Languedoc, obliged ta

ftv from Tholoufe, and the troops to ivithdra^'j from that place. At Gre-

noble the excejjes carried to the highcfl pitch of 'violence ; 7?iuch blood fat

d

to bejhed ; Duke de Tonnere faves his life by furrendering the keys of the

palace; his large and ^valuable cabinet of medals and curiofeties plundered

and defrayed. Arfenal and 7nagnzines fcized by the rioters. Parliament

ef Brita7iy meet in d^fi^fi^(^ ff the King's exprefs command. Pafs 'violent

refclutions. Are ittterrupted by the military. Great riots and confuficn.

Nobles of the province meet, and fend a deputation to Verfailles, luho are

fent to the Bajlille. Great and vifible agitation of the King's mind. Pecu-

liarly unfortunate in the great facrifices vjhich he 7nadefor procuring fcli-

ci:y to his go-vernment, and to afford cafe and content to his fubjeSls. Re-

capitulation offotae preceding e-vents. Dreadful hurricane defrays the har-

'vejl and 'vintage, in feveral of the fineft parts of the kingdc7?i. Great he-

7tevolences to the difreffedpeople ; and various meafurespurjuedfor theirfur-
ther relief. Arret reLtive to the meeting of the fates general, caufes

^reatjoy, and occaficns the focks to rife. King obliged to relinqui/b the

tiiiv ccnfituiion. Arret relative to payments at the treafury, caufes the
* greatejl
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j^reateji confufion in Pari;, along tuith a 'violent run upon the hank. Mi.
tiifiry changed. ArchbiJIjop of Sens retires to Italy, and Mr. Neckar is

placed again at the head of the finances. Great public joy ; fiocksfuddenly

rife ; and general good hiunour prevails. Meafures purfued by the ne^w mi~

nifter to fupport the public opinion. Parliament of Paris m'et. Ne^uj alter-

cation nK):th the cronun, reldti-ve to the profecuticn of the late minifiers^

Great riot in Paris, and federal of the populacefain. Parliament publicly

hum the King^s arrets. . Convention of the notables, in order to fetth

the preli?fiinaries neceffary to the meeting of the fates general. Dif"

ireffes of the people greatly encreafed by the extreme fe'verity of tht

CHAP. ir.

l^ett'ofpeSl continued. Emperor''s conduB in the Lonu Countries, reneivs thojh

dtfcontents and apprehenfions , ivhich feemed happily removed by the late ac-

commodation. Coutit Trautmanfdorff and General Dalton appointed to the

condt'£l of civil and military affairs. Difpute about the ne^v fem'.nary at

Lou-vain unexpeSledly rene-xved. Count Trautmanfdorfffends a peremptory

erder to the heads of the uni-verfty, to carry the emperor^s propofcd reforrrt

into immediate execution . They, pleading the laivs and the conjlitution, refufe

10 comply. Council of Brabant, rcfifing to give theirfan^ion to the violent

ineafures intended again/i the univerfty of Louvain, are threatened voith

tompulfton. Military dravon up, and artillery brought forv:ard to intimi-

date the council. Populace fired on by the troops, and feveral killed or

ivounded. RefraSlory heads of the univerfity ofLouvain expelled by force of
Arms. Kind declaration of the emperor refpcillng his fubjeds in the Nether^

lands fucceeded by a cruel favghter of the people by the troops at Malines,

Louvain, and Antiverp. General horror fpread throughout the provinses.

People of condition emigrate to Holland, Liege, and other neighbouring

countries.—Germany.—Country ofLippe Schawnbourgfeizcd, on the death of
the prince, by the landgrave of HeJJe. Difireffedfituation of thefamily

,

Jnterpnfition of the king of Pruffia, procures the refioration oftheir pofej/ions

to the infant prince and his mother. Difpute bet-ivecn the eleifor of Cotngn

and the papers nuncio. Spirited conduSl of the elcdor. Liberalgrant of the

magifiracy ofCologn to tht- protefiant inhabitants, allowing them to build a
place ofnvorjhip,afchool, and a hcufefor their minifier. Wife political con-

dud of the king of PruJJia. Leagues ivith England and Holland, to coun-

terad the combination of the Eafiern povoers. Plays a high game in Poland.

Diet comes thoroughly into his vie-xvs. Augtnentation ofthe army to 6o,OOo
men decreed. Nezv commiffion for the difpofition and government of the mi-
litaryforce of the republic. King of Prufiia propofes a clofe alliance, and to

guarantee all her dominions. Great debates in the diet. Philippic againff

the emperor. Rujfian party totally defeated. Grcvoing importanct of the

republic already apparent. 'Turkey and Szveden feck alliances ivith her.

Declaration by the Grand Signior. Minifiers appointed by the republic to

different European ponxirs. Influence of PruJJafamt thoroughly cfiablijhcd

in that country, — — —
[ ^ 7
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CHAP. III.

Declining fiate of the king's health in the month ofOdober, iy8B, ivhic.^

terminates foon after in a continued delirium ; grif of the people, and
meafures taken by public charaiiers in confequence thereof. Parliament

meetspurfuant to the laft prorogation. Notification to both hcufes cfthefate
of his majefty^s health ; immediate adjourmnentfor afortnight, ana fummons

fcr the attendance of members ordered ; examination of the kitig^s phy/t~

<ians before the privy council; minutes of the council board laid before

ioth houfes at their J'econd meeting ; doubts farted in the hoife of com-

mons, ivhether it looida not be neceffary to examine the phyfieiaits at the bar ;

taken intofurther confidcration on the Zth of December, and a committee ap'

pointed in each honfe to exatnine the phyficians ; their report brought up on

the loth, and a committee appointed tofearchfor precedents ; Mr. Fox afferts

ihe right of the prince of IVales to the regency ; his opinion ccntrv^jertcd by

Mr. Pitt ; Mr. Pittas conduiifarcafiically remarked upon by Mr. Burke
;

Mr. Fox^s opinion condemned by the prefident of the council, and other lords

^n the upper houfe ; defended by the lords Loughborough, Stormont, and
Portchefier. The reportfrom the committee ofprecedents brought up on the

jzth ; Mr. Fox explains, and reafferts his opinion relati've to the primer's

right, and is luarmly oppofied by Mr. Pitt ; farther explanation of Mr-.

Pittas opinions upon the regency ; difcuffion of the quefiion ofright deprecated

in the houfe of lords ; Jpeeches of the duke of York and of the duke of Glo-

refier ; three refolutions mo-ued by Mr. Pitt, December i6 ; the fecond refo-

iution, declaratory of the right of the tvjo hoifes ofparliament to otpoi?it m.

regent, firongly oppofied by lord North and Mr. Fox, andfiupported by ihe

mafier ofithe rolls, the lord advocate ofi Scotland, the attorny and fioiicitor

general, and Mr. Hardinge ; refieilions of Mr- Ri/fijzvorth ou the miinfter''

s

fonduSi ; the refiolution carried by a majority cf z6% to 204 ; oppofied on the

report ofithe committee by Sir Grey Cooper and Mr. ^Vyndham ; amendment

mo'ved by Mr. Dempfier, and ^wiihdra-wn ; ameudtnent to the third refio-

lution moved by Mr, Dempfier ; debate therecn adjourned to the lid ofi

December, — ,_ .— »__ [61&

C K A P. IV.

^he minifier*s explanation of the tneafiures he intended to propofie relati've t»

the regency. Refiumed debate on Mr. Dempfier's motion. The pLtn ofi the

minifier %varmly oppofied by lord North, Mr. Burke, and Mr, Fox, as tending

to an unneccfary and unconfiitutional aJTufnption ofi povjer. Subfiance ofi

Mr. Fox^s fipeech on that occaficn. The plan atid refiolutions defiended by Mr,
Pitt ; fiubfiance ofi his fipeech. Opinion ofi the fioiicitor general. Mr, Fox
in explanation. Pointed obfier^vationsfirom Mr. Sheridan. The refiolutions

carried by a majority ofi z^i ig ij^, and delivered at a configrence to tlx

Z Lords i
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fords ; referred to a committee on the fiate of the nation. Amendment pro-

^nfed in the committee hy lord Ranvdon ; fupported hy lords Stormcnt, Port-

cbefier, and Loughborough. Original rfolutioiis defended hy lord Camden,

the duke of Richmondf and the chancellor ; fuhfiance of their fpeeches.

'Jhe marquis of Lanfdoivne*s approbation of the meafures of the minifierst

and his argument in oppoftion to the claims of the prince of WaUs. Amend-
ment negaii'ved by 99 to 66. The refolutions finally agreed to, and the com-

mons acquainted there-jjith. Prctefi by forty-eight lords. AddreJJes and
petitionsfsnt upfrcmfiveral counties and corporations. — [89

CHAP. V.

Death of the fpeakcr, Mr. Cornwall. EleBion of his fucceffor. Mr. William

Wyndham Grcn'ville prcpofed by lord Eufion and Mr. Pulteney ; fir Gilbert

Elliot, by Mr. Welbore Ellis and Mr. Frederick Montagu—theformer cho~

fen by a majority of "^i. Mr. Pitt communicates to the prince of Wales the

plan of the rtgrncy. Motion propofd by M?: Lovedenfor the re-examination

of the king's phyficians, previous to the confideration of the refiriJlions upon

the regency, Perfonal in'vecli'ves ihro-jan out on that occafion. Committee

appointed to re-examine the phyficians. Their report taken into ccnfidcration

Jan. l6th. Mr. Pitt's fpeech on that occafion; propofes three objectsfor
their deliberations.

\fi.
Nature of the king's illnefs ; Anecdote relati've to

the queen. zd. Principles en -which they -vjsre to proceed. 3./. The limi'

tations ivhich thofe principles pointed out ; <viz. in the po~.\;cr of creating

peers, of granting places or penfionsfor life, of alienating the perfonal pro-

perty of the king, refpeiling the care of the king's perjon, and the difpoj'nl of
the ojfices of the houfehold. Mr. Pitt mo-jesfi-je rejolutions J'oundeJ on thcfe

principles. They are firongly oppcjed by Mr, Po^wjs, lord North, Mr. She-

ridan, and colonel Fuflarton. Celebratedj'peech of Mr. Grenville inj'upport

of the refoUtions ; amendment moved by Mr. Pov-ys, and negatived by 227
to 1 54. Second refolution, relati-ve to the creation of peers^ -joted by a ma-
jority of z\6 to 159. Third andfourth rejolutions carried ivithcut a di-vi-

flon. Dibate on the fifth rej'olution, relative to the ojficers of the hcujhcld,

oppofed by lord Muitland, Mr. Grey, and Mr, Fox ; amendment moved by

Mr. Bouverie, and rejected by a majority <f ^^. Debate on the Rejolutions

in the houfe of lords. Able J'peech of the bijhop of Llandaff. Convicts

(Itpri-ved of the benefit of applying to the royal mercy. Lord Camden^s opi-

nion relati-ve to the creation ofpeers b<) act of parliament. Rejolutions car-

ried by a majority cf 26. ProtefisJigncd by ^J lords, RcjllutionS ordered

to be prefcntedto the prince and the queen. Their anjhf:ers. Debate on the

motionJ'orputting the great fieal to a commijfionfor cpening parUa.'nent, SeJ~

fions opened. Motion ry Mr. Pittfor league tj bring in the regency bill. Bill

read afirfi andJ'econd time. Debates in the committee. Debate on the third

reoiiing. Regency billfint to the lords. Notijicaiion of the king's reccvery,

4ccount of tranfactiom relative to the regency in the Irtfa parliament, [105
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CHAP. VI.

Ne-'iV ecmmijjion ijfued in confequence cf the king's recoijcry. Speech of the

cotnmifiuiers to the iivo houfes, Addrejfes of thanks and congratulation.

Mr. Fox's ohfer'vatiofis upon the addrejs of the houfe of ccmn^ons. Ad-
dreffes to the queen. Debate on the ordnance extraordinaries. i^ejlion of
fortifying the Wefi India Ifands difcufed; plan oppnfed by general Bur-
goyne, Mr. Courtenay, and Mr. Sheridan ; fupported by Mr. Pitt and colo-

nel Phipps. Mr. Beaufoy's billfor commemorating the re'volution, paffes the

houfe of coTKTKons, rejeitcd by the lords. Mr. Fox monjesfor the repeal of the

fhop tax ; agreed to by Mr. Pitt. Preamble to the bill of repeal objected.

Rtjirictions on ha'^vkers and pedlars taken off, Meffagefront the king relur

time to the public thankjgi'ving day, and the refolutions of the houfe of com~

fHons thereon. Mr. Beaufoy's motion for repealing the corporation and tejl

atls, fupported by Mr. Smith and Mr. Fox, and cpprfed by lord North

mid Mr. Pitt ', lojl by a majority of only 20. The earl Stanhope' s hillfor
repealing certain penal Jiatutes rejedsd on thefecond reading. The conftde-

ration of thefave trade pojiponed to the next feffions. Mr. Greni'ille made

fecretary cffate, and Mr. Henrj Addingtonfpeaker of the houfe of commons.

Budget opened. Animad-verfions thereon. Motion by Mr. Sheridan for a,

iieiv committee of finance. The report of the com?nittee of xj'e-S defended

hy Mr. Gren'ville, Plan opened by Mr. Pittfor transferring the tobacc»

duties to the excife. Strong oppoftion made to it by the manufacturers, and

in both houjes of parliametit. Extraordinary conduSl of the chancellor,

Inaia budget opened by Mr. Dundas ; animad'verted on by Mr. Francis.

Bill P<^fid to enable the cojnpany to add one million to their capital. Pro-

ceedings relati-ve to the trial of Mr. Hafiings . His petition to the houfe of
commons, complaining of Air. Burke; proceedings of the houfe, ajid rejclutiott

moi-ed thereon. Libel on the houfe ofcommons, ordered to be profecuted. Ap-
plicationfrom the French governmentfor the exportation offour, voted in~

(idmiffttle, Sejjions prorcgued. — ' <^-^ [H?

C H A P. VIL

State ofthe cnntendivg armies on the borders of the Danube and the Black Sea.

Imperialifis. Marjhal Haddick, to fupply the Emperor's ahfence, appointed

to the command cf the grand army. Ottojnans in a much nvorfc fituation

than they had been in the preceding campaign. Fatal confequences of the

lofs of Oczakoiv, and the faughter of their bravejl men. Grand Viair

tried at Ccnflantincple, on the double charge, of not providing for the pre-

fcrvation of Oczako--w, and of caufelefsly evacuating the Bannat. Honour-

ably acquitted of both, he returns to the command of the army. Death of
jlbdul Hamet, the Grand Signior, the greateji fnisfortune, at that critical

period, which could have fallen uj^on the Turktjh empire. Charaiter of
that
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that excellent fovereign. Selim, l/is nrphe^i.v\/oon JJ:ei:s honfj unnvorthy he

is of being his fticcejjor. The 'ixeallh of the Grand Fizir, Juffif Pachat

/looms him to be the firJl njidirn to his avarice and cruelty. His defruc-

ticnfolhived by that of ?nany ethers en thefame bafe moti'ves. Nevj Sultan

changes all the plans for condudivg the ijcar I'jhich had been formed by

his predcceffvr and by the la(e Grand Vizir. Precipitancy, nveaknejs, and

rajhnefs, along <-Mith rapacity and crutl/y, the charaderijlics of the prcfent

reign Turkijh commanders and troops lofe all their ivontedfpntt, hope, and
^vigour, a misfortune ^ixhich foon produces the tnojlfatal conjequenccs. Small

but fevere luar carried on betzveen the P.ffio.ns and Turks through tie

nvinter in Moldavia, as luell as in the Budziack. Toung Tartar prince,

fon to the Khan, killed in an action near Bemhr. Humane and honourable

conduit rfgeneral Kamenfkoi, nuith refpccl to the body of the prince, and in

rejloring it to his father. Grateful acknoivledgments of the Khan to the

RuJJian general for his generojtty and ccinpcfjlcn, and the pious conflations

nK'ith tvhich he endeavours *o footh his oi'.n grief War renewed =ujith

great animofty along the frontiers bf the Turks and Aujlrians upon the

expiration of the armijiice. Emprefs of Ruffia exceeds e-ven her ufyal

tnagnifcence in the re^vards and honours iKhich jhe bejloivs upon the con-

querors of Oczakoit.: Has not yet given up her defgns on Egypt, ivhtre the

Baron de Thorns, late RuJJian conjul at Ahxandrta, being fent in difguife,

and furniJJjed ivitb powers to jnake great propcfals to the Beys to induce

them to enter into a treaty, and excite nevj commotions in the country, iht

Baron is feized by Jjmael Bey, and fent bound, nvith bis credentials and

papers, to the Turkijh Bajha, n.i:ho coviniits him clofe prifcner to the cajile cf
Grand Cairo. Defperate and ferocious valour dijplayed by the Byniacs,

fighting entirely on their oiun account, in dffcnce of their ejla'tes, families

,

and country, again/} the jicfrians. Turkijh fpirit Jmks totally before the

RuJJians. General Dorfeldeii's viciory on the banks of the Serelh ;
purjues

his ficcej's, attacks the Turkijh frong catnp at Galats ; forces the camp ;

t'eizes the lAjhole as a fpoil; and routs, difperjes, or defrays the enemy's

army, IVar rages in Tranfylvania and the Bannat. Marjhal Laudohn,

•ixith the Aufrian army on the fde of Croatia, ttiakes preparations for the

Jiege of Turkijh Gradij'ca, nvhere he had been foiled the preceding year.

That place, the grand outvjori to Belgrade, and hitherto famous for its

repeated Jiiccefsful refifance, Jhangely abandontd upm receiving a bom-

bardment. The Ma>'jhal ifnmediaietv cojnmences his preparations for the

fiege of Belgrade. Prince of Saxe Cobourg hat the Jortuve of retrieving

the honour of the Aiijirian arms, by obtaining the firji victory of any

moment v.hich they gained in the courf- of the avar. Totally defeats and

ruins an army of 30,000 Turks, under the command of a Serafquicr, in the

frang foriifed camp of Fockzan, in IVallachia. Prince of Anhalt Bern-

hourg, with a part of KamenJkoVs army, defeats a body 'rf Turks who
v:ere going to the relief of Bender, and takes the -ivhole convoy. iV en'j

Grand Vizir, voith a vajl army, totally defeated at Martuiejli, by the

prince of Saxe Cobourg and general Suivanvj, vuith very inferior Jcrees.

Grand Turkijh army totally dfperfd and ruined. Belgrade befiegcd and

taken bj Marjl:al Laudohn, v.ho grams favourable tonditicns to the gnr-

O 4 T'jcn
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fi/on and mhabitants. Grand admiral, HafJ'an Pacha, quits the Jleet in

the Black Sea, and takes the command ofthe army In Bejj'arabia, in the hope

ofjlwing Bender \ hut, Jorfaken ?io'iv Ly his nfual good fortune, is totally

defeated, after an objimate battle, by the Princes Potemkm and Repnin, at

^obak. Bender taken after a long feege. Bialagrod and Kylia No^a,
likeujife taken by the RuJ^ans. ylujirians no Ifsfuccefful, take Bucharejt

(ind other places, until the 7ioble defence made by the garrifon of Otfo-va put

a Jiop to theirfarther progrefs. — rrr [165

CHAP. VII r.

Pifficuh axd emharraffedjlatc of the king of ^iveden^s affairs at the clofe of the

year I788, nct-withfianding the armijlice ^>jith the Danes, and the retreat cf
their army out cf the kingdom. Situations in vjhich the mnjl daring and ha"
vcardous meafures become prudent and neceffury ads. Gujianjus heroically de-

termines to overcome his difficulties, and thereby retrieve his affairs, or to

perijh in the encom.ter. Fortunately, not-vuithjiatiding fome inter-vening jealoii-

fies, the three longer claffes of the pecple ftill continued much attached to him.

Incurable animofdy of the equefrian order. Dietfummoned to meet at Stock-

holm. King calls a meeting of the t/iagifirates, accompanied by ffty of the

mojl ancient and refpeHahlc citizens of that capital, to nvhom, as to a grand
iouncil of fate, he communicates, in amojl eloquent fpeech, the nuholejiate of
his affairs; Jhei.vs hoi.u his in'vetetsiteforeign enemy had, by infidioufy prac-

ifing upon his o-vjn difaffcdedfubj»cls, rendered them the injiruments offruf-
trating all the ivell-laid defigns, and blaffing all thefair hopes of the pre-
ceding campaign. Affctnbly encourage the king to the profcution of the n^-ara

and engage to fupport him •voith their li-ves andfortunes againjt all his ene-

mies. Diet 7neets. Equefrian orderfonJhe^v their indifpofition tofand upon
good terms 'ujith the king. Theyfrf cavilled about the body offree Dalecar-
lians, <zuhich had joined the king ^tvith fo much zeal in the preceding fcafon

of danger, being garrifoned in Stockholm, This the nobles refented vjith much
ill-humour, on the double account of its being an infraMion of the freedom of
the diet, and of its being a direct affront to their order, from its implying a
fufpicion of their loyalty and honour. But being totally unfupported by the

other orders, their ill-humour on this ground comes to nothing. The king ha-v-

ing appointed count Lo^jjenhaupt to be marfaal of the diet, the nobility, on that

Account, infidt himfo grofsly, that he abfents hwifeIffrom difcharging the duties

cf his Jtaiion underfuch public dijhonour. The king, finding himfelf jecure in

the attachment of the three other orders, goes to the diet to demand reparationfor
the infult offered to himfelf through the marjhal. High luords and 'very harfh

language between the k;ng and the no(jl(.s, until he throvjs out a charge of dif-

aJe£iionand trcafon, "jjithout naming particular perfons^ ivhen they ail quit

fhe affembly in a body. Kitig makes a fpeech to the remaining fates, -zvhich is

received 'withfatisfaciion. Three days after, their houfes bei^igfuddenly fiir^

YOunded by detachments ofthe guards and of the armed burghers of Stockholm,

25./
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25 of the principal nobilitv of the kingdom are feized, andfent prifonert to thp.

cajile of FredericJJjoff. Mutinous commanders and officers in Finland already

arrejhd, and on their nuay, as prifoners, to Stockholm, to be tried for their

lives. Ordered to preparefor their trials. Nam^s offevcral of thefe unfor~

tunate gentlemen. King' s conduct meets fuch general approbation^ that the

fmalleji commotion is not produced by thefe njiolent meafures. Numberlefs re~

jignations take place; fpirit andftrength of the equejlrian order entirely bro-

ken. Dangerous precedent ejlablifped againjl the nobility, of carrying on the

public bufinefs in the diet n.v>thout them. i\evj pri'vileges granted to the pea-

fants. Senate entirely aholijhed, and a ne-^v court appointed to fupply its

place. King's fpeech to the diet, uitl of confederation. Kinr, triumphant

at home, prepares for tht prcfecuticn of the I'jar, by fa and land, ixiith the

utmoji 'vigour. Se'vere Jentence^ pafjed on the Finland officers, confiderably

mitigated through the king^s lenity. Succefsful effiorts of Mr. Elliot, in be-

half of the allied courts , to induce the court of Copenhagen to agree to ajlricl

r.cutrality, relieves the S-Jjcdijh fo-vereignfrom all apprehenfon on that fide.

War in Finland. Rough face, andfavage nature of the country, little cal-

culatedfor rapidfuccefs or brilliant aclion. A number offmall butfeucre and
bloody actions take place. Encounter bet-xueen the Ruffian feet, and the Sivc-

dijh commanded by the duke of S.tder.viania, terminates Tuirhcut deci/icn or

effie£l. Baron Stedink defeats the Ruffian general de Schultz. This Juccefs

counterbalanced by the hajiy and dangerous retreat -ixhicb the king -was obliged

to make out of Ruffian Finland. King expofes hisperfon like a common --volun-

teer. Takes Hcgfors, <vjhere he isjoined by hisfeet ofgallie:, and other light

'veffiels, nvhich arefpeedily attacked by the prince of Najau, 'with a funAar
armament, Unufually hard-fcught, defperute, and blooui a^^ion, bet-ivcen the

hojlile fleets. S'wedes vjorfed, and cbiiged to retire unde, the cainon of
Siueaburg. Greatfuperiority of the R,ffians in point of number, c:uld not be

compenfated by any exertions of 'valour. This aaton decfi-ve with refpeit to

thefortune of the campaign. King again retires, ivith much difficult^' and
danger, from the R:ffia.n territories, and his garrifon at Hogfor5 narrowly

efcapes being cut
offi. Ruffians, ivhile the lueather perm ts, bec(.ii.e mafcs of

ihefea, andfprcad terror e-very -where. JVinter puts an end to the campaign,

and the king returns to his capital. — — — [182

CHAP. IX.

fle'W con'vention of Notables. Great quef.ions relative to the organi':ait!oir

of the States General, --ivbich agitate the -luhole kingdom pf France. King
refgns himfelf entirely to the ad'vice of M. Ncckar. That mintjier takes

a decided part in favour of the double reprejcntat ion of the commons \ but

gi'ves no opinion on other quejlions of great importance , fwhich are left, itt

the event, to chance. Notables, as ivell as the parliament of Paris,

lirongly recommend, that the confitution of 161^ Jhould be the modelfor
fh$ ntUAi convention of the flates ; with ivhicb the fckeme of a double re-

preJcntaticH
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prrfentaiioit d:rcilly militates. Parliament of Paris endeavour to recover

their popularity by ijfuing an arret, nvhich, if adopted, jnight be cojiftdered

as the Magna Ghana of French liberty. Treated nuith the utmoji coii'

tempt by the popular parties, as falling Jljort of their vienxjs. Violent

jealoufies and diffentions hetiven the three orders ivhich ivere to ccmpofe the

Jiates. Nobles, odious in the extreme. Dukes and peers offer to contri~

bute a due proportion to the publie expences ; and ajimilar difpofition feems
general ajnong the nobles ; bict this difpofition appears too late to afford fa-
tisfaciion. Nobility, goaded by manberlfs attacks, publiJJ? a declaration

of their rights, --ivhich renders them fill more odious. Divifons aiidjea-

ioufies among thenfelues at this critical period, Difentions in the parlia-

tnents. Clergy as little united as the nobles. Curates, or parijh priejis,

"ifpofed tofde --with the co?nmons, or third ejiate. Ccinmons ivlfp that the

three orders fjouldft in one chamber, deliberate in common, and vote by

beads, inftead ofvoting by orders, according to former practice. Strongly

oppofed by the nobles. In the provincial ofembly of the flutes of Dauphiny,

the nobles and clergy coalefce vjich the commons, and thereby eflabhfh a
precedent contrary to the generalfenfe of their orders. Differences hetvoeen

the nobles and commons of Britany rije fo high as to carry the appearance of
a civil 'ivar. Count d^Artois vjith the princes of Conde, and Conti,

(vjbQ are called the Triumvirate) prefent a memorial to the king, vjhich

increafes the popular odium againjl them to the highefl pitch. Meafures

purfued by the duke of Orleans to acquire popularity in Paris. M. Neckar

blamed for not having ujed any ineans to reconcile the jarring faiiions,

cr to allay the national ferment, previous to the elections. He prfents

a m.morial to th: king,ftrongU urging the meafures of double riprefentation,

and making himfelf rejponftble for its confequences. King accordingly iffues

a decree for that purpoje ; but leaves, undecided and open, the very impor^.

tant and critical queflions, relative to the manner of voting, and to the

fitting ofthefates in one, or in three chambers. Unfortunate and ruinous

coufequoicei of this ornijfon of the minifler's. Some ^•.veil-intended Jchemes

for amending the conflitulion, vjhich nvereJuhfequcntly propofed, but rejeiitd.

Ancient practice and nature of the Cahiers, or inflrutlions given by the

eletlors to their deputies in the fates. Nobles bo.ind by oath not to ft or

vote in one common affembly. Aphorificflatement of the vievjs of the dif-

ferent parties. Some farther particulars relative to them. Mof of the

deputies to thefates arrive at I'erfailles , hut tht delays caufed by the elec-

tions in Pans prevent their opening the affembly. Some explanation of the

terms Primary Affemblies, and Primary EleSions, voith the mcanner of their

application. Fiolent riot in Pans, and much bloodJhed. *[20o

CHAP. X.

lolemn and augu/i opening of the Affembly of the fates general at Verfailles,

Short fpeeih by the king. Keeper of thefeuls fpeech. Long harangue by

M, Neckar difippQints all parties. Inexplicable condutl of the mimfiers.
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in having the quejiion of confolidathn, and thofe relati-ve to the mart'

ner of deliberating aid 'voting, Jiill undtcidcd. All the legal autho-

rity in the kingdom then pojfejfed hy the king. Fatal con/equences of that

pmifjion ofthe mimjiers. Scheme thenceformed by the third ejiate, to render

the other orders entirely dependent upon them. E.xplnnation of the phrafe,

Verifcation of Poivers. Commons invite the clergy end nobles to come to

their hall, in order to proceed in ccmmoji ivitb them, in the verification of
their refpeSiive virits of return. Invitation refifedt as being contrary to

efiablijhed form, and fubverfive of the rights of the other orders. Com-
mons pajs a refolution, that no vjrits < ould be valid that ivere net vrified
in their chamber and prefence, and that, v:ithcut going through thatform,
the ivjo other chambers 'would be illegal njfcmblies. Nobles blamedfor their

objiii/ac\' in rejujing to comply 'with the demand of the commons. Clergy

ivavering. Privileged orders vjeakened by their inter-nal dijfenlions. Meet-
ings of the commons tumultuous and dijorderiy, Admiffion of the popiilact

caufes ftjameful dijorders, and produces in time great evils. Nobles proceed

'with their feparate verifications, and declare themfelves duly conjhtuted.

This proceeUing treated 'with the utmofi contempt by the commons. Com-
7ni£ioners appointed to fettle the differences betv.-een the nobles and commons ^

and the clergy ad as mediators ; but the dijputants can agree in nothing.

Minifiers alarmed, ncvj perfuade the king to interfere, fwhen it is too late.

Nobles pafs an arret, declaring the d> liberation by orders to be ejfential to ths

pionarchical confiitutiqn ; and that they vsould ever per/cvere in this prin-

ciple, as being equally neceffary both to monarchy andfreedom. Conferences

het'ween the orders rencived in compliance ivith the king^s reque/I. M,
N^ckar brings for'ivard his conciliatory plan. Supported by a meffcge from
the king to all toe orders ; accepted, m fact, only by the clergy. IVhile the

ether orders I'eem to deliberate on it, they clog it 'with conditions 'which they

knovj '-will be inadm.Jfihle. Commons alarm the nobles by declaring, that

th.y ivill conftitute themfelves into an adive affembly, and proceed to buftnefs.

Nobles continue obfi-nate, notivithfia/:ding the endeavours of the temperate

fevj among them. Commons indirectly endeavour to render them more in-

fiexible. Nobles and commons feverally addrefs the king. Party of the
Commons continually gaining ground among the clergy. Three curates of
Poidou bring their ivrits of return for verificaticn to the commons, and are

received vi'ith acclamations of the highefi joy and triumph, fhird efiate

affume the title of national af/embly. Signalize their ncvj title by a firong
and popular ad offovereigntv Spedators interrupt the debates, hott and
menace the n.embers, and publijh lifis of the voters, jligmat-fing thofe as ene-

jnies to their country 'who vole contrary to their liking. Kin^ and minifiers

^

greatly alarmed, determine upon holding a royal fejjion. Preparations for
carrying that meafure into execution conduded 'with fiich imprudence and
rajhnefs as to excite the greatefi public alarm. National Affembly jhut out

from their hall by guards andnvorkmen, ivithout any previous notice or hioiu-

ledge of the intention. Commons, apprehenfixe of immediate diffolutionf

hurry through a violentfiorm of rain to an old tennis court, tvhere tbey bind

tbmftlves by a folemn oatht never to part until ibe confiitution ivas cwi-

fitted.
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fitted. Extreme odium, as nuell as other evil tonfequencesy "xhich the led
conduct of the 77nmjiers in this tranfadion dreiv upon the king. Majority

cf the clergyjoin the commons. Great joj and triumph upon this occajion.

Commons, upon this junHion, are cor.jident in their Jlrength. Royalfejjlon^
Plan rf a neiu conjlitution or Jyjlem of go^vernmcnl laid don.vn by the king.

Various caufes i.vhich operate to its rejection. Commons rtfiij'e to adjourn or

interrupt their fejjion. Ifjite a decree, declaring the perfons of their tnembers

in-violable. Outrages at Verfaiiles and in Paris. Poijfardes, and anothtr

order cf vjctnen, become highly notorious. Extraordinary fcenes in the

gardens cfthe Palais Royal. Parifans fo prone to revolt, that M. Neckar
is obliged to fend a letter to allay the J^erment. Commons treat the king's

fyfiem tvithfilent contempt. Jrchbijhop of Paris, terrified by the dangers

to -which he had been expofed by the rabble, comes, <with the minority of the
clergy, to the hall of the commons, •vjhere they ivithdrevj their protefi.

Count de Clermont Tonnere, and M. de Lally, ufe the mojiflrenuous endea-

''vours to bring the nobles to an union <voith the commons, but the majority

continue infiexible. Minor party of that order defert thefame e^vening, and
join the third efiate. Majority, at length, after a m^fage from the king,

and 'violent debates, unite nuith the commons. Great hopesformed of the

happy cotifequences n.vhich ivould enfuefrom this union rf the Jiates. Nenxt

and alarming councils and menfures adopted by the court. Troops dra-vuti

from different parts of the kingdom tonjuards the capital. CauJ'es or mo-
ti'ues of this extraordinary change of meafures n"A yet clearly developed^

Contending parties charge eacb other nx;ith e-'oil defigns, <TJohich are mu-
tually denied. National affemhly had not, fince the late union of the Jiates^

afforded any •vifible caufefor jealouj'y or ^Jtolence, SucceJ'sful means ufed in

Paris tofeducethe French guardsfrom their duty. Parifians force the pri-

Jo;i, and refcue the jjiutinousj'oldiers cf that body naho ^vere confined for dif-

obedience of orders, and other a£is of contumacy . National ajjhnbly prejent

ajpirited remonflrance to the kitig on the near approach of the troops. King
anjkvers, that the diforders in Paris afford the only moti've for this meafure,

and propofes to transfer their fitting to No^on or Soiffons, in nuhich cafe he

nuouldremoije the court andfollo-iv thcjn. Democratic leaders rejeS the pro-

fojal. Horrid defigns attributed to the court by the oppojite party in this

change of J'yfiem. Opinions of more moderate meti on thefubjcBffofar as

they can be colicded. M. Neckar ordered to refign his place, and to quit the

kingdom. Other minifters refign. M. de Brcteuil placed at the head of the

nenx! minifiry, and Marjhal Broglio appointed to command the army. Dif
coders in Paris comtnence on Sunday morning, on the arri-ual of this intel-

ligence. Prince de Lambefc, in an ill-judged attempt, ^vith his regiment of
cavalry, to dij'perj'e the riotous populace in the gardens of the ThuillerieSf

fi:amefully repufed. All go-vernment being at an end in Paris, a day offury
and rage is fucceeded by a night of the mofl dreadful panic. On Monday
morning above \oo,ooQ people affemhle, and fiem animated by one common

foul. Temporary bodies ofeleSors appointed to the gover^iment of their re-

fpeciive difiriSis. Army of 30,000 menfinddenly formed, foined by the

French guards. Ne-iv cockade. Appearance not only cf defence but of ac-

ii-ve "ivar. Plunderers, deleted in thefaSl by the populace, infiantly hanged
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lace beco'ni?ig in thefume infant both the Judges and the executioners of the

laiv. On "Tuejday morning the nen.v anr.y complete their preparations If

feizing the arms in the public de'.oflories. Attack the Bafiile. Contra-

diSlory accounts offenjcral circumjiances relati've to the attacking and tak-

ing vf that fortrefs. M. de Launay, the governor, dragged to the Place de

Greie, and niiferably murdered. M. dc Lofme, his majar, a man ofgreat

humanity, and ivho had treated the prijoners luith unufual tendernefsy meets

the fame fate. I'his day introduced the fa-Lage cufcm of mutilating the

bodies of the 'viSiims, and ofexhibiting their bleeding heads in thefreets on

pikes. The li-ves ofa handful of in-valids, ivho garrifoncd the BaJ}il!e,fa'ved

by the French guards. The mayor rf Paris, being detected in a correfpond"

ence nuith the court , is turned cut of cfice, and ordered to prifonfor trial, by

the committee of eledors ; but isforced from the guard by the rabble, ivh9

murder him on thefpot, and exhibit his head in the ftrcets like the others.

Only fe'ven prifonersfound in the Bafiile. On the Sunday and Monday the

king's minifiers and generals feemed afeep or in a trance ; but on Tuefday,

theformer fou?:d themfelvesfuddenly ot'erntjhelmed by a deluge of misfortunes

from e-very quarter ; and couldfind no other refource than that of concealing

from the fovereign the difmal and dangerous fituation in "vchich he ^.vas iu'

<volved. National ajjembly, nvith the terrors of diffolution and imprifon~

tnent before their eyes, refolved, ivith the firmnefs of a Roman fenate, not to

relinquijh afngle point. Pafs a celebrated refolution. Solicit the king to

nuithdra^v his troops. King^s anfv:er. Affe7nbly refol've on Tuefday not to

feparate, bnt to fit up all night in their hall. Syfem of concealment fill

purfued. Duke de Liancourtforces his njcay to the king's bedfide at mid-

night, and acquaints him ixiith the truefate of his affairs. King refigns

himfclfnext morning into the hands of the affembly. His fpeech receii;ed

Kuith loud acclamations, and the nxihole affembly accompany him back to the

palace. Paris no^iu to be confidered as a great republic. M. la Fayette

appointed to the command cf the army. M. Bailly ckofen mayor. Nati-

onal affembly fend a deputation of S^ members to Paris. King perfuadid

to the humiliating and dangerous meafure of njifiting the capital. Met at

Sevc by 2 , ,oco national guards, ivho efcort him to the toiun houfe. Returns

fafe to Verfailles. Inhuman and barbarous fongs popular in Paris. Cruel

murders of Foulon and Berthier. Speedy difperfion of the late minifiers

^

courtiers, generals, andfavourites, nvho, ^loith the Count d^ Artois, his twa

fons, and the princes of Conde and Conti, efcape toforeign countries. At-

tempts made by the moderate party in the affembly for adopting efftSlual

means to refrain that fanguinary fpirit tvhich ^vuas noi'j becoming fo dread-

fully general. Excefftvejoy at M. Neckar's return. Triumphal entry into

Paris. His hopes unexpectedly blafied by the refufal of the Parifians to

order the releafe of M. Bezenval, or to grant a general amnefly. Dread-

ful fiate of dijorder and cruelty <whuh prevails through the country in

gemrd. — — — — *[2i7
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