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[Document 11 — 1926.]

ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

ELECTION DEPARTMENT
FOR THE YEAR 1925.

Boston, March 1, 1926.

Hon. Malcolm E. Nichols,

Mayor of the City of Boston.

Sir,— In compliance with section 24, chapter 3 of the

Revised Ordinances, the Board of Election Commis-
sioners respectfully submits its annual report.

Registration.

Registration opened at the central office June 18 and
was continued each day (Sundays and holidays excepted)

up to and including October 14. Registration in wards
was held September 30, October 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10,

13 and 14, from 6 p. m. to 10 p. m. This registration

was held in four places in different sections of each ward,

three nights at each place.

Number or Voters.

At the state election held November 4, 1924, the

number of male and female voters on the list was
247,636. The number of such voters on the first list

published by the Board September 25, 1925, was 216,794.
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From that time to the close of registration for the city

election there were added the names of 16,262 voters.

The number of voters on the final list sent to the polls on
the day of the city election, held November 3, 1925,

was 233,056, a decrease of 14,580 from the number on
the list at the preceding state election.

Supplementary Registration of Soldiers and
Sailors.

Under the provisions of chapter 51, section 50 and 51

of the General Laws, no one in the military service

availed himself of the opportunity afforded by this act

by registering as a voter of this city during the period

after the close of registration up to the third day pre-

ceding the city election.

Nomination Papers and Referendum Petitions.

The Board received 5,407 nomination papers for the

city election on which 133,279 names were certified,

and 322 referendum petitions on which 8,220 names
were certified. This makes a total of 5,729 papers on
which the names of 141,499 voters were certified.

Revision of the Voting List.

The names of 2,432 voters were stricken from the
voting list by reason of death, removal from the city and
other causes. There were no complaints of illegal

registration.

Jurors.

In accordance with chapter 234 of the General Laws,
as amended by chapter 311 of the Acts of 1924, the
Election Commissioners prepare a list of the inhabitants

of Boston liable to serve as jurors. The entire force of

clerks is used in making an investigation of those persons
provisionally selected, and all persons coming to their

notice who have criminal records are kept off the jury
list. The members of the Board make an impartial

selection from all parts of the city of men of various

occupations, and are of the opinion that the persons
finally selected represent an average of our citizenship.

The jury list prepared by the Board in 1925 contained
the names of 9,719 voters of Boston. During the time
covered by this report 4,332 were drawn for jury service.
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Ward Redivision.

As provided by chapter 410 of the Acts of 1924 an
unpaid commission of three senators and eight repre-
sentatives, all to be residents of the City of Boston, were
appointed to redivide the City of Boston into wards.
This redivision became operative January 1, 1925, and
the police listing for the year 1925 was made in accord-
ance with such redivision. The wards of the city were
reduced in number from twenty-six to twenty-two.

Increase in Number of Voting Precincts.

The Board of Election Commissioners as soon as the
new ward redivision became operative made a new divi-

sion of voting precincts, increasing the same in number
from 274 to 339. Such increase in the number of voting
precincts was made necessary to provide more and better
accommodations for the voter.

Amended City Charter.
Chapter 479 of the Acts of 1924 gave the voters of

Boston the right to vote at the state election upon the
following plans, which appeared in this form upon the
official ballot.

Plan No. 1.— A City Council of fifteen members to
consist of three members to be elected for two year
terms by and from the voters of each of five boroughs
(each comprising certain specified wards) at a salary
of fifteen hundred dollars each, nominated as hereto-
fore, except that the names of five hundred voters only
shall be required to nominate each member.
Plan No. 2.— A City Council to consist of one mem-

ber to be elected for a two year term by and from the
voters of each ward at a salary of fifteen hundred dollars

each, nominated as heretofore, except that the names
of one hundred voters only shall be required to nominate
each member.
The number of voters required to nominate candi-

dates for the City Council, under Plan No. 2, was by
Chapter 136 of the Acts of 1925 increased to three hun-
dred.

Plan No. 1 received 51,602 votes; Plan No. 2 received
56,262 votes. On this question there were 111,998
blanks. Plan No. 2, therefore, determined the form
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and manner of nominating and electing the City Council
of this City at the Municipal Election, held November
3, 1925.

Under such act the terms of all members of the School
Committee were extended to, or expired on the first

Monday in January, 1926. Five members of the
School Committee were elected at such Municipal Elec-
tion. The two receiving the highest number of votes
for the term of four years, and the three receiving the

next highest number of votes for the term of two years.

At every biennial Municipal Election hereafter, all

members of the School Committee to be elected shall

be chosen for terms of four years.

Statistics will be found in the body of this report

showing the votes cast in this City for all such candi-

dates at the City Election.

Membership of the Board.

The term of Hon. Frank Seiberlich expired March
31, 1925. He was reappointed for the term of four

3^ears ending March 31, 1929, and he was approved by
the Civil Service Commission. He immediately assumed
the duties of his office.

Melancthon W. Burlen, Esq., was designated, by the

Mayor, Chairman of the Board of Election Commis-
sioners and James F. Eagan, Esq., member of the

Listing Board.

Expenses op the Department.

The expenses of the Election Department for the

eleven months ending December 31, 1925, amounted
to $209,746.20.

Respectfully,

Melancthon W. Burlen,
Thomas E. Goggin,
Frank Seiberlich,
James F. Eagan,

Board of Election Commissioners.



ELECTION STATISTICS.





TABULATED STATEMENT OF THE NUMBER
OF LISTED MEN AND WOMEN RESIDENTS,
REGISTERED MEN AND WOMEN VOTERS
AND PERSONS WHO VOTED IN EACH VOTING
PRECINCT, TOGETHER WITH THE NUMBER
OF VOTES CAST FOR EACH CANDIDATE AT
THE

CITY ELECTION . . . . . November 3, 1925.
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Total Votes Cast for Mayor, City Election, November 3, 1925.

Alonzo B. Cook 1,771
W. T. A. Fitzgerald 3,188
Malcolm E. Nichols * 64,492
John A. Keliher 7,737
Theodore A. Glvnn 42,687
Charles L. Burrill 276
Joseph H. O'Neil 31,888
Daniel H. Coakley 20,144
Walter -G. McGaulev 437
Thomas C. O'Brien' 9,443
All others 2

Totals 182,065

Blanks 1,503

Proportion of registered voters who voted for Mayor, 78.15 percent.

*Elected.
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Total Votes Cast for School Committee, City Election,

November 3, 1925.

George H. McDermott 54,152
Jennie Loitman Barron * 70,615
John A. Donoghue 44,864
William G. O'Hare f

.

;

. 55,579
Henry Wise 26,314
Walter V. McCarthy 36,347
William C. Maguire 48,342
Arthur E. Digan 13,621
Edward M. Sullivan * 74,944
Mary E. Meehan 39,595
Frank G. Montague 16,018
Frederick L. Bogan t 68,006
James D. Casey 38,881
Joseph J. Hurley 47,880
John F. Hardy 32,347
Francis C. Gray f 56,730
All others 12

Totals ' 724,247

Blanks 193,593

* Elected for four years. t Elected for two years.

CITY OF BOSTON
PRINTING DEPARTMENT
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