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[Document 11— 1950.]

ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

ELECTION DEPARTMENT
FOR THE YEAR 1949.

Boston, January 31, 1950.

Hon. John B. Hynes,
Mayor of the City of Boston.

Sir,— In compliance with section 24, chapter 3, of

the Revised Ordinances, the Board of Election Com-
missioners respectfully submits its annual report.

Registration.

In accordance with chapter 246 of the Acts of 1945,
registration was held continuously at the central
office from January 3 to October 19, inclusive, and
from November 9 to December 31, inclusive. Prior
to the City Election, registration was held from 6 p.m.

to 10 p.m. in the twenty-two wards from October 5 to

19, inclusive, five nights each in two locations in every
ward.

Number of Voters.

At the State Election held November 2, 1948, the
number of voters on the list was 410,646. The number
of such voters in the first list published by the Board,
August 15, 1949, was 370,214. From that time to the
close of registration for the City Election there were
added the names of 34,006 voters. Included in this

latter figure are the names of 10,003 voters who were
omitted from the 1949 police listing and who were
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restored to the voting list without reregistration, under
the provisions of chapter 244 of the Acts of 1947.

The number of voters on the final list sent to the polls

on the day of the City Election, held November 8,

1949, was 404,220, a decrease of 6,426 from the number
on the list at the preceding State Election. The number
of voters on the final list December 31, 1949, was 404,366.

Registration of the Physically Disabled.

In accordance with the provisions of chapter 715 of

the Acts of 1945, persons qualified to vote but unable
to appear at a registration office because of physical

disability were examined for registration in their

homes or other places of confinement upon receipt of

an application for such registration. Applications were
received from 11 such persons. Of that number 10

were found to be qualified and were duly registered;

one was found to lack qualifications and was refused

registration. Three applications were received after

the close of registration and therefore could not be

honored. Persons found qualified to register were
furnished with applications for absentee ballots for the

city election.

Supplementary Registration of Soldiers and
Sailors.

Under the provisions of chapter 51, sections 50 and 51,

of the General Laws, no persons in the military service

were registered as voters in Boston during the period

from the close of registration to the third day preceding

the City Election.

Nomination Papers and Referendum Petitions.

The Board received 3,091 nomination papers for the

City Election on which 87,432 names were certified;

six initiative petitions consisting of 2,649 papers, on
which 63,545 names were certified; and one petition for

recount of ballots cast on which 50 names were certi-

fied. This makes a total of 5,741 papers on which the

names of 150,977 voters were certified.

Revision of the Voting List.

The names of 4,229 voters were stricken from the

voting list by reason of death, removal from the city,

and other causes.
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Jurors.

The jury list prepared by the Board in 1949 contained

the names of 8,726 voters of Boston. During the time
covered by this report, 2,378 were drawn for jury

service.

Absent Voting.

Set forth below are statistics relating to absentee

ballots

:

408 applications received from civilians.

393 civilian ballots mailed.

306 civilian ballots returned and sent to polls.

724 applications received from physically disabled.

633 ballots mailed to physically disabled.

485 ballots returned and sent to polls.

22 applications received from members of the armed forces

(both voters and S. A. V.'s).

6 applications received from kin qualifying persons in the

armed forces (S. A. V.'s).

28 total applications for servicemen's ballots.

28 ballots mailed to servicemen.

20 ballots returned by servicemen and sent to polls.

16 civilian ballots returned "unclaimed."
48 civilian ballots returned too late to be cast.

2 servicemen's ballots returned too late to be cast.

1,160 total applications received.

1,054 total ballots mailed.

811 total ballots cast.

Voting Machines.

The 1949 City Election was conducted with four

wards (Wards 1, 2, 3, and 4) completely equipped with
voting machines, and additional machines were in-

stalled in 70 precincts in various locations in all other

wards for the first time (except Ward 5, Precinct 4,

where machines had been in use since 1942).

Assistant registrars were given instructions in the

use of the machines, and they were assigned to demon-
strate the machines to the voters of the precincts

affected. The voters were notified by postal of the

opportunity to become familiar with the new procedure,

and many of them attended the demonstrations held in

two places in each ward, four nights in each place, during

the hours from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. The nights of demon-
stration were from October 25 to November 3, inclusive.
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There were 112 voting machine precincts at the City
Election, and election officers assigned to machine-
equipped precincts were instructed in their respective
duties by the Voting Machine Custodian and were given
certificates when qualified.

The results as demonstrated at the City Election were
highly satisfactory.

Membership op the Board
No change was made in the membership of the Board

during 1949. Mr. J. Joseph Connors was continued
as Chairman and Commissioner Everett R. Prout as
Secretary.

Expenses of the Election Department.
The expenses of the Election Department for the year

ending December 31, 1949, amounted to $404,281.85.

J. Joseph Connors,
Everett R. Prout,
Joseph A. Langone, Jr.,

Gertrude A. Pfau,
Board of Election Commissioners.
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TABULATED STATEMENT OF THE NUMBER
OF LISTED MEN AND WOMEN RESIDENTS,
REGISTERED MEN AND WOMEN VOTERS
AND PERSONS WHO VOTED IN EACH VOT-
ING PRECINCT, TOGETHER WITH THE
NUMBER OF VOTES CAST FOR EACH
CANDIDATE AT THE

CITY ELECTION .... November 8, 1949
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Population of the City of Boston as Returned by the Secretary

of State, Bureau of Census.

Ward 1 55,112

« 2 25,655

" 3 45.446

4 30.901

" 5 32,962

" 6 24,986

7 . . 34,405

" 8 . . . . . 28,675

9 .... 28,204

" 10 . . . ....... . . .- . . . . 30,313

" 11. . . . ... . . . . . 29,887

" 12 . . ... . . 36
;
955

"13 28,329

"14 54,145

"15 27,586

"16 33,875

"17 33,774

"18 45,104

"19 30,479

"20 37,860

"21 38,476

"22 33,257

Total 766,386
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Total Votes Cast by Wards for Mayor, City Election,

November 8, 1949.

W
o
P
o
55

O
Q
o

K
i-a

55

Wards.
CD
m
M
«!

O

K

«
o
a
O

55

55

©

1-5

M
o
E
&
<

H

K

o

m
H

<
>-5

S
n
b
<
K
SI

*
m
H
Z

K

m
55

w
O
1-5

o

<

1 272 1,619 9,311 153 4,655

2 117

258

636

1,059

5,739

8,486

62

249

2,518

4,489

4 376

401

162

364

389

1,663

3,888

3,307

5,487

183

211

54

5,695

8,980

2,442

5

6

7 203 2,499 6,889 94 4,383

8 146 482 6,091 73 2,670

9 256

269

358

318

596

527

593

861

6,517

7,124

5,953

5,081

152

57

115

501

2,827

4,553

4,532

6,319

10

Jl „ 1

12

13 189 1,091 5,206 58 4,978

14 238

206

277

1,536

1,233

1,558

6,071

5,317

5,327

762

46

79

10,038

4,953

8,556

15

16

17 301 1,016 4,861 108 8,882

18 993 1,306 5,901 107 9,776 1

19 498 488 5,215 55 7,492

20 566 671 4,947 171 12,016

21 431 564 4,524 249 10,037

22 336 1,399 4,758 120 7,139

Totals 7,171 22,230 126,000 3,659 137,930 ?,

Elected.
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Total Votes Cast by Wards for School Committee, City Election,

November 8, 1949.

Wards.

M

(H

H
J
o Q

O
O

i-s H
M
o O

to

<1 f<

Ph o « o

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8.,

9

10

11

12

13

14

IS

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Totals.

3,385

2,959

2,776

3,643

5,760

2,364

4,148

3,030

2,577

7,021

4,603

4,096

4,417

5,660

4,659

6,064

5,893

6,178

5,651

7,120

6,191

6,025

104,220

588 4,262 631

447 2,734 144

544 3,114 924

321 1,857 1,044

461 2,350 1,178

341 5,915 186

620 6,991 279

417 2,677 285

342 2,035 1,525

414 2,628 246

467 3,014 423

340 2,846 2,012

537 4,123 342

550 3,625 2,291

647 3,825 217

817 5,480 298

1,292 3,449 490

791 4,666 662

425 3,708 349

481 5,425 567

368 3,224 895

455 3,528 373

11,665 81,476 15,361

2,048

1,542

1,474

1,403

2,863

889

1,795

1,221

1,369

1,425

1,604

2,008

1,900

2,924

2,105

3,136

5,918

2,793

2,861

3,582

2,709

2,379

49,948

3,419

2,077

2,930

2,695

3,123

1,941

2,871

2,187

2,165

2,505

2,926

2,988

2,612

3,956

2,674

3,144

2,837

6,618

3,225

4,270

2,928

2,178

66,269

6,793

3,509

5,713

3,349

3,205

3,387

5,078

4,182

4,354

4,863

4,259

3,717

4,029

4,808

4,170

5,366

3,980

5,638

4,822

6,694

6,743

6,758

105,417

2,221 934

1,068 577

2,293 1,058

1,438 1,213

2,117 1,746

986 560

1,506 1,178

955 703

1,171 643

1,463 949

1,784 814

1,948 1,716

1,201 956

2,698 3,934

1,221 901

1,584 2,332

1,548 1,497

2,770 1,809

2,241 1,323

2,826 2,218

2,631 2,222

1,601 1,099

39,271 30,382

o

91

a

1

92

Elected.
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Election Department. 51

Votes Cast by Wards for Question of Plan A Form of

Government, City Election, November 8, 1949.

"Shall the City of Boston adopt the form of Government denned
as Plan A under the provisions of an act passed by the General
Court in the year nineteen hundred and forty=eight, and consist"
ing of a Mayor, a city council of nine members elected at large,
and a school committee of five members elected at large, with all

candidates therefor being nominated by preliminary elections?"

Wards. Yes. No.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16 >..

17

18

19

20

21

22

Totals

5,617 3,303

3,358 2,625

4,564 2,310

5,148 1,983

7,826 2,498

4,565 2,560

6,894 3,841

4,443 2,472

4,603 2,548

6,035 3,624

5,718 3,104

6,411 3,283

5,930 3,079

8,486 4,693

5,591 3,351

7,887 4,626

8,047 3,949

9,967 4,528

7,702 3,591

10,655 4,772

9,376 3,580

7,339 3,562

146,162 73,882
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